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addresses Pew Report 
BY JEFFREY SAVIT 

PROVIDENCE - The recently 
published Pew Report describ
ing the interests, affiliations 
and concerns of our American 
Jewish population has sparked 
nonstop debates, worries and 
concerns. I suspect I occupy a 
minority position, but I believe 
there is very little that is news
worthy or novel about the find
ings. Is it shocking that we, as a 
"people," have become increas
ingly secularized and intermar
ried, while correspondingly 
less observant and community. 
minded? Not remotely! 

Joy Lad in taking questions from audience members 

Transgender 
author featured 
at Alliance JCC 
presentation 
Joy Ladin discusses 

her life, her new book 
BY IRINA MISSIURO 

IMissiuro@jewishailianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Thursday, No
vember 7, Dr. Joy Ladin, the first 
openly transgender employee of 
an Orthodox institution, discussed 
her newest book, "Through the 
Door of Life: A Jewish Journey Be
tween Genders," a National Jewish 
Book Award finalist, with more 
than thirty people who had come 
to hear the presentation at the Al· 
liance JCC. 

Marty Cooper, of the Jewish 
Alliance Community Relations 
Council, began introducing Dr. 
Ladin to the audience, but when 
Cooper had trouble reading his 
notes, the guest of honor suggested, 
to laughter, "You can just make 
stuff up." From that moment, it 
became apparent that, even though 
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Doesn't this study merely con
firm that many of us are living 
the Jewish American dream? 
As one of my wonderful mentors 
rather winsomely told me when 
we first met, "We won," because, 
for decades, we have been the 
board chairs, donors and con
sumers of the very same non
Jewish organizations, country 
clubs, hospitals and schools that 
used to deny us admission. Not 
surprisingly, our Jewish com
munal agencies and institutions 
are at risk of becoming increas
ingly irrelevant unless we react 
strategically, responsively and 
empathetically to this secular
ization phenomena and, hence, 
to the needs and wants of 21st 

John Kerry reportedly tells U.S. senators to ignore Israel on Iran sanctions 

PEW 15 

(JNS.org) - U.S . Secretary of State John 
Kerry reportedly told U.S. senators to ig
nore Israeli thinking when it comes to Iran 
sanctions. 

Describing Kerry's testimony before the 
Senate Banking Committee on Wednesday, 
Kerry, a Senate aide told BuzzFeed that 
"every time anybody would say anything 
about 'what would the Israelis say,' they'd 
get cut off and Kerry would say, 'You have 

to ignore what they're telling you, stop lis
tening to the Israelis on this."' 

Kerry's closed-door briefing was "fairly 
anti-Israeli," U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R-IL) 
told reporters. "I was supposed to disbe
lieve everything the Israelis had just told 
me, and I think the Israelis probably have 
a pretty good intelligence service,'' Kirk 
said. 

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker (R-TN) described 

Kerry's testimony as "an emotional ap
peal. I have to tell you, I was very disap
pointed in the presentation," Corker said. 

Speaking to reporters before the brief
ing, Kerry said, "We now are negotiating 
[with Iran]. And the risk is that if Congress 
were to unilaterally move to raise sanc
tions, it could break faith in those nego
tiations, and actually stop them and break 
them apart." 
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THIS ISSUE'S 
QUOTABLE QUOTE 
"Hug your babies. 

Love your babies. 
Thank God for your 
babies." 

COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

Child Safety: What you need to know 
BY MICHELLE CICCHI-

TELLI 
The numbers are overwhelm
ing and alarming: Approxi
mately 2,000 children are re
ported missing each day - one 
every 37 seconds. How is that 
even possible?! Reading this 
statistic makes me want to 
never let my children out of 
my sight. I try my hardest to 
educate my children about the 
potential dangers that unfor
tunately are out there, yet I 
run into the dilemma of how 
much to tell them to make them 
aware, but not to be afraid of 
the world around them. Where 
do you draw the line? And fu r
ther, what would I possibly do 
if, God forbid, I was ever faced 
with such a nightmar e? 

Our community will be wel
coming Alan J. Robinson, 
a representative for Project 
Alert (America's Law Enforce
ment Retiree Team) of the Na
tional Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children and the 
Adam Walsh Foundation to 
address these exact questions. 
Robinson is a national speaker 
sought by parents, teachers and 
other law enforcement offi cials 
on the topic of child abduction, 
and provides an inside look on 
how pedophiles and child ab
ductors think and operate and, 

receive high praise 
throughout the country about 
the valuable information 

most importantly, how to pro- gained. The topic is defin itely 
tect your children from them. scary, yet it is far better to be 
Using his 30 years of security/ educated. At the Alliance J CC 
law enforcement experience Social Hall, on Thursday, De
and research ~----------- cember 12, 
on this topic, ~ starting at 6:30 
Robinson con- NATIONAL p.m., parents 
tinues to vol- CENTER FOR and caregiv-
unteer his time MISSING & ers will be pro-

Alan J Robinson 

to assist law EJ[PL0J1'ED vided with the 
e n fo r ce me nt C H I L D R E N" tools to pre-
agencies on www . missingkids .com vent child ab-
breaking cases duction, kid-
of missing chi!- napping and 
dren. He has received numer- sexual exploitation as well as 
ous awards for his work in this the safe use of technology (PCs 
field, including the FBI Direc- and cell phones). Robinson will 
tor 's "Distinguished Commu- dispel common safety myths, 
nity Leadership Award." while providing skills parents, 

Robinson's presentation con- educators and police can teach 

children to help prevent them 
from becoming a victim. 

Attendees will also receive an 
educational packet with va lu
able safety references, includ
ing an age-appropriate skills 
chart. Due to the sensitive con
tent, no one under the age of 
18 will be permitted to attend. 
Robinson is so passionate about 
educating people on this topic, 
he provides this presentation 
on a volunteer basis; there is 
no cost to attend. This event is 
co-sponsored by the Parenting 
Center at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island and 
Jewish Family Services. 

For more information: con
tact Michelle Cicchitelli at 
mcicchitelli@jewishall ianceri. 
org. 
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BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@JewishAllianceRI.org 

In 2010, Cornelius Gurlitt, the 
son of Hildebrand Gurlitt, part
Jewish museum director, art 
critic and dealer for the Nazis, 
who died in a car crash in 1956, 
attracted the attention of cus
toms agents when he boarded a 
train from Munich to Switzer
land with €9,000 (about $12,000) 
in his pocket. Twenty years pri
or, he had sold Max Beckmann's 
"The Lion Tamer" through 
Kunsthaus Lempertz auction 
house to pay for some medical 
expenses (he had never worked) 
and deposited the proceeds 
(around €400,000) into a Swiss 
bank account, after returning 
45% to the Flechtheim heirs. 
During the reign of Hitler, Jew
ish dealers were obligated to 
sell their collections below mar· 
ket prices. Those who didn't 
sell and emigrate in time were 
forced to stand by and watch as 
their art was confiscated by the 
Nazis. Later, they were sent to 
concentration camps. 

The Allied force called the 
Monuments Men united to lo
cate the works that were lost 
between 1933 and 1945, eventu
ally returning more than five 
million stolen pieces to their 
rightful owners. (Upon ques-
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The Anachronistic Man 
The Love Song of Cornelius Gurlitt 

tioning, the elder Gurlitt ex• 
plained to Americans that his 
collection had been incinerated 
in the 1945 bombing of Dresden, 
a lie his son considers heroic.) 
However, many more objects of 
art remain in circulation. Ger
many does not have a restitu-

"After all, he was 
following his father's 
lead to guard the 
art." 

tion law - the claims deadline 
under the original law expired 
back in the 1960s. While the 
1998 Washington Conference 
Principles require state mu
seums to identify lost art and 
return it to the heirs, this res
titution obligation does not ap
ply to private owners. German 
officials have designated a six
person committee to determine 
the provenance of more than a 
thousand pieces of artwork con
fiscated from Gurlitt's Munich 
apartment in early 2012. 

The German magazine Der 
Spiegel's Ozlem Gezer's inter• 
view with Gurlitt, "Interview 
with a Phantom: Cornelius 
Gurlitt Shares His Secrets," is a 
fascinating and telling read. It 

tells of an elderly man (Gurlitt 
is almost 81) who lives in a world 
of his own, literally and figu
ratively. He considers himself 
to be the rightful owner of the 
artwork and is dumbfounded by 
everybody else's failure to see it 
his way. Incensed at the crowds 
near his apartment, he blames 
the customs investigators, who 
broke into his place to confis
cate his possessions, for put
ting him in this privacy-lacking 
hell. Gurlitt misses his dear Pi
cassos, Matisses and Chagalls 
tremendously and can't under
stand what it is that the public 
wants from him. After all, he 
was following his father's lead 
to guard the art. According to 
the son, Hildebrand Gurlitt pro
tected it "against being burned 
by the Nazis, against the 
bombs, against the Russians 
and against the Americans." 

Like Dostoevsky's nameless 
Underground Man who can't 
even look his coworkers in the 
eye, Gurlitt hates the society 
he lives in, considering him
self to be an impostor. Terribly 
troubled by the lack of privacy, 
he wishes some non-violent 
event would refocus the atten• 
tion of the media outside his 
place. Taking the train to his 
doctor's office, he chooses to sit 

in the open coach car so that 
he won't have to be confronted 
with anyone's stare. He writes 
down his statements to the doc
tor on index cards from which 
he will read while in the office. 
Rejecting his doctor's recom· 
mendations to move into a nurs
ing home (Gurlitt has a weak 
heart), he soldiers on, traveling 
hundreds of kilometers to ap
pointments ever y three months. 
To avoid having to visit a res
taurant, Gurlitt brings food 
with him to eat at the hotel. To 
hide himself from the crowds, 
he wraps a huge scarf around 
his face. He shares with Gezer 
that, when a counselor arrived 
to talk him through the confis
cation, he sent her away, horri
fied by the prospect of having to 
talk about his feelings to a com· 
plete stranger. 

Change, like people, is un• 
welcome. Annoyed at the fact 
that his younger sister passed 
away before him, Gurlitt says 
to Gezer, "She should have out
lived me," so that he wouldn't 
have to deal with this fiasco 
on his own. After the art sei
zure, Gurlitt had nightmares 
and couldn't sleep at all . He ac
knowledges that he didn't con
sider the ramifications of pos· 
sessing the stolen works, never 
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believing them to be anybody's 
but his own, thus never paying 
taxes on them. Instead of seeing 
the pieces as possible amends 
for the Nazis' atrocities, Gurlitt 
saw them as his friends. Hav
ing given up television in 1963, 
he spends his days reading and 
writing. Completely oblivious 
to current realities, such as cell 
phones and the internet, Gurlitt 
prefers to experience his life 
through literature and reside 
in the world where people mail 
letters written on a typewriter 
and signed with a fountain pen 
- his method of reserving his 
hotel stays. Gurlitt rejects cur
rent fashion, choosing to wear a 
coat that is now too large rather 
than buy another one. Simi
larly, he doesn't want to find 
another internist, despite the 
considerable distance he must 
travel to see his doctor and all 
the inconveniences that result 
from these trips. 

Like the Underground Man, 
Gurlitt rages against his uni
verse. Unlike him, Gurlitt does 
not insert himself into brawls 
or bump against officers in 
provocation. Confident in his 
virtue, Gurlitt doesn't need to 
prove that human behavior is 
governed by unselfish motives 
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BY PAT BLAKE 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

Quite independently, in early Oc
tober, Bernice and Dick Kumins 
and Mel and I made arrange
ments to travel to the Ukraine 
for a Viking River Cruise titled, 
"Footsteps of the Cossacks" a 
cruise from Odessa to Kiev on 
the Dnieper River. 

The Dnieper had served as 
the eastern border of the Pale 
of Settlement in which imperial 
Russia had forced Jews to reside. 
A number of cities, towns, and 
shtetls along and to the west of 
the Dnieper were the birthplaces 
of many of the Hasidic dynasties 
of Orthodox Judaism, as well as 
the places from which American 
Jews can trace their heritage, 
including Mel's mother who 
was born in Bila Tzerkva, a city 
less than 50 miles south of Kiev. 
Uman, Zhytomyr, Berdychiv, 
Machnovka and even the infa
mous Chernobyl - all within less 
than 80 miles from the Dnieper -
are but a few of the many Ukrai
nian locations to which many 
American Jews can trace their 
ancestry. 

Other than Jewish Federation 

Latkes and applesauce. 
doughnut treats (sufganiyot) . 
and Hanukkah presents for 
the children. 

INTERNATIONAL The Jewish Voice 

Tracing history, finding roots 
or Alliance missions, Mel and 
I have avoided organized trips, 
preferring to travel to a location, 
rent a cottage or villa and take 
day trips from a central location. 
Not being familiar with the Rus
sian or Ukrainian languages and 
unable to decipher the Cyrillic 
alphabet, we reasoned that a Vi
king River Cruise provided a safe 
option for selective interesting 
land excursions, reasonable food 
and comfortable accommoda
tions, particularly since Ukraine 
is essentially a very new country. 

It was re-established as an 
independent country only in 
1991,with one of the lowest GNPs 
in Europe. As it turned out, the 
river cruise had an additional 
plus in that we were to interface 
daily with a crew that was 100 
percent Ukrainian, all of whom 
were fluent in English, extreme
ly hospitable, very friendly and 
anx.ious to assist in any way pos
sible. In a sense, they were very 
representative of a country try
ing to regain its heritage and cul
ture and distance itself from the 
former Soviet Union. 

Jewish learn- r:~:---------:=....,....,..--.,_,-:-:-"""1EC..,....-- --nr-. 
ing and arts } 
and also the 
birth place of 
many Israeli 
founders 
Golda Meir, 
Meir Diezen
goff, Sholem 
Alechem , 
Hayim Bialek 
to name a few. 

Because it 
was the Sab
bath, we were 
unable to see 
the inside of 
either of the 
two remain
ing Syna
gogues or the 
Co mmunit y 
Center. We did 
however see 
the Holocaust Memorial, which 
was erected in 1994. Locally it is 
called the Via Della Rosa, as it 
was the way the Jews walked to 
the gathering point to be taken to 
death camps. The Memorial is on 
that spot of ex.it. The way to the 
stone is called the Walk of the 

• 

The Holocaust Memorial in Odessa 

The interior of the Grand Choral (Podil) Synagogue in Kiev 

by trees lining both sides. The 
memorial was funded by private 
donations and is in a small park 
surrounded by apartment build
ings. 

The trip up the Dnieper River 
was long and followed a north
erly route through five dams 
that flooded the valley, which 
then looked more like a lake like 
than a river. The banks were 
very hard to see at times, and 
there were very few bridges, and 
then only in major cities. It is 
understandable that the river di
vides the country and the lack of 
bridges furthers the divide. The 
eastern part is more Russian in 
language and customs, and the 
western side is allied with Po
land in language and customs. 

After a few forgettable stops, we 
arrived in Kiev, the capitol and 
largest city in the Ukraine. This 
is also the birth of the Hassidic 
movement and schools of great 
learning. At one time Kiev was 
over 30 percent Jewish, and Yid
dish was a recognized language. 
Jews were leaders in all parts of 
Kiev's society, government, arts 
and industry. Today the number 
of Jews in Kiev is about 35,000 or 
half of the Ukraine's Jewish pop
ulation and is slowly increasing. 

There are three Kosher restau
rants and three synagogues in 

the city. We were able to visit the 
Grand Choral (Podil) Synagogue. 
The interior was neat, cared for 
and looked used. The pushke 
was fantastic as were the newly 
installed gate and windows. 

Kiev is also the location ofBabi 
Yar. It was disquieting to see bow 
close this ravine of murder was 
to the city center. A few shops 
were located across from the 
place the Jews started their walk 
down the path to the ravine. Be
cause the city of Kiev has grown, 
Babi Yar is now in a nearby sub
urb, and there is a bus stop at 
Babi Yar. In September 29 - 30, 
1941, over 33,000 Jews were made 
to march to the ravine, lined up 
at the rim, and shot. We visited 
the three monuments, one hon
oring the Jewish victims (paid 
for by the Israeli government), 
one honoring the children who 
were killed, and a third erected 
by the Soviets honoring all vic
tims, including Soviet POWs, 
communists, Gypsies (Romani 
people), Ukrainian nationalists 
and civilian hostages, who were 
murdered at Babi Yar. 

Were we to do this trip over, we 
would take a cruise on the Black 
Sea, where Odessa would be just 
a stop, and more time would be 
spent in Kiev. 
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Tax Savings for You and for the Benefit of a Strong Jewish Community 
Giving Back at Year'.s End with the Charitable IRA Rollover 

BY EDWARD M. BRUCKNER 
ebruckner@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - As the end of 
the year approaches, many peo
ple take time to reflect on their 
charitable giving and how they 
might best help the organizations 
about which they are passionate. 
This is the time of the year when 
we often take a moment to appre
ciate the blessings in our lives 
and find small, meaningful ways 
to share them with others. For 
many ofus, our charitable giving 
is guided by the Jewish value of 
tzedakah. There are a number of 
ways to be generous, but there is 
a great way to not only maximize 
one's tax savings, but to also 
have a big impact on Jewish life 
in greater Rhode Island, in Israel 
and around the world. 

If you are 70 ½ or older, it is not 
too late to consider a tax-savings 
charitable giving strategy that 
will expire on Tuesday, Decem
ber 31, 2013. For 2013, IRA own
ers can exclude up to $100,000 of 
a qualified charitable distribu
tion/contribution from his or her 
gross income. In addition, this 
qualified charitable distribu
tion/contribution can satisfy the 
required minimum distribution 

FROM PAGE 1 . PEW 

rules. 
If you take the required mini

mum distributions from your 
IRA annually, it may be a good 
idea to consider contributing 
those funds as a qualified chari
table distribution/contribution. 
Under the law, qualified chari
table distributions/contributions 
can be made to most public chari
ties - but not to private founda
tions, supporting organizations, 
or donor advised funds. This pro
vision is in effect for 2013 only. 
Unless Congress extends the pro
vision to 2014, taxpayers will not 
be able to take advantage of this 
opportunity after December 31, 
2013. 

Distributions from your tradi
tional IRA are generally taxed to 
you on receipt. Because the qual
ified charitable distribution/con
tribution is not subject to tax, no 
income tax charitable deduction 
is available. The IRA Charitable 
Rollover can work particularly 
well for those with 2013 adjusted 
gross income otherwise more 
than $250,000 ($200,000 for sin
gles). This year, for the first time, 
these individuals will be subject 
to a new 3.8% surtax on net in
vestment income. The surtax 

,_century Jews. ., ' " meaning with social connection 
1' In light•of the Pew Study,, we · building in grder to create effec-

are debating worldwide what be- tive engagement for our younger 
; ing Jewish actually means. And generations and our interfaith 
:.what exactly defines a Jewish families. Therefore, our success 
' -Community? During last week's will be determined by our ability 
Jewish Federations of North to change the communal engage
America General Assembly, ment paradigm - every Jewish 
which I attended in Jerusalem, individual must be cultivated, 
the Pew Study was the dominant nourished and accepted, with all 
discussion topic. There seemed to preconceived notions cast aside. 
be as many leaders who believed Interestingly, our national 
that the Report presented an ex- Jewish community has created 
citing opportunity as there were so many winning engagement 
those who bemoaned that it high- initiatives, such as PJ Library, 
lighted an opportunity lost. Gen- One Happy Camper, and Moth
eral Assembly keynote speaker, er's Circle, but we need to go fur
Dr. Steven Cohen, Research Pro- ther to recapture the attention 
fessor of Jewish Social Policy at of our millennials and younger 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish community members. We send 
Institute of Reform and Direc- our kids to day/ Hebrew schools 
tor of the Berman Jewish Policy and/or summer camps and we 
Archive at NYU Wagner, argued send our teens to Israel on Gap 
that local federations must ex- Year Programs or Birthright. 
plicitly change our time-honored But we must also continually 
policies to balance content and engage our "children" within 
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is in addition to the usual taxes 
on dividends, interest, and capi
tal gains - and cannot be offset 
by the income tax charitable de
duction. However, by making a 
direct distribution to a nonprofit 
organization from one's IRA be
fore December 31, 2013, you will 
reduce your adjusted gross in
come and - because of the way 
the surtax is calculated - will 
generally also reduce the amount 
of your net investment income 
otherwise taxed at 3.8%. It is also 
important to note that IRA dis
tributions not going directly to a 
charitable organization are also 
subject to state income tax. 

For community members who 
care deeply about the strength of 
the Jewish community, making a 
gift from one's IRA is a great way 
to have a big impact on Jewish 
life. Talk with your tax accoun
tant, attorney, or financial advi
sor to determine whether you 
should put this strategy to work 
for you now. 

Making a direct gift from your 
IRA to the Jewish Alliance may 
be a smart way to help benefit the 
Jewish community. '111~' 

At the Jewish Alliance, gifts 
from IRAs can be used to help 

support our Annual Campaign 
or add to or establish a perma
nent endowment fund. Commu
nity members who envision a 
future Jewish community are 
creating endowments that will 
touch the lives of generations to 
come. A trusted custodian of our 
community's philanthropic capi
tal, the Jewish Federation Foun
dation of Greater Rhode Island 
currently oversees more than 
$52 million in assets. Endow
ment funds established decades 
ago are still providing important 
financial support to our Jewish 
community today. 

Although we are not permit
ted to use the IRA distribution 
to establish or add to a donor ad
vised fund, many people choose 
to open donor advised funds at 
the Jewish Federation Founda
tion of Greater Rhode Island 
with year-end gifts of cash or 
appreciated securities. By doing 
so, individuals may decide how 
to grant those funds to charita
ble organizations at a later date, 
engage family members in their 
Jewish philanthropy and trans-

,. fer philanthropic dollars to the 
next generation. Donor Advised 
Funds at the Jewish Federation 

the fabric of our Jewish commu- -··and Facebook page, as well as 
nities in partnership with our our gorgeous new Parenting 
synagogues, teen experiential Center, Creativity Center, gal
learning programs, Hillels, Next lery (401) and renovated Early 
Generation initiatives and com- Childhood Center and Health/ 
munity social justice offerings. 
And in so doing, we have our best 
opportunity to recapture and 
harness our next generation's 
passions for community building 
and engagement locally, in Israel 
and abroad. This, then is what 
former Alliance Board Chair 
Richard Licht has described to 
be "the conversion factor," or the 
process by which younger Jew
ish community members will 
not only be involved program
matically, but additionally start 
participating as volunteers and 
donors in the redesign of our 
Jewish Community. 

We at the Alliance are do
ing our best to meet the needs 
of all of our community mem
bers. Our new Alliance website 

Fitness spaces at the soon-to-be 
handicapped-accessible Dwares 
JCC, demonstrates adaptability 
and modernization. The ongoing 
challenge, however, is to create a 
multiplicity of innovative sets of 
solutions to respond to the clari
on call of the Pew Report. And if 
successful, we will be positioned 
to celebrate and engage our local 
Jewish community members, 
whoever and wherever they are, 
and whatever their family tree. 

The implementation of this 
new Jewish Alliance 21st Cen
tury paradigm depends upon all 
of us. Those of us who are baby 
boomers, and beyond, must stay 
engaged and mentor our next 
generations so that our Jewish 
community shall remain viable. 

Foundation of Greater Rhode Is
land have become a very popular 
choice for younger philanthro
pists, now that the minimum to 
establish such a fund was low
ered to $2,500 

The Jewish Federation Foun
dation of Greater Rhode Island is 
available to you and your tax and 
financial advisors to maximize 
the benefits of the IRA Chari
table Rollover or speak to you 
about year-end giving in gener~. 
We have the knowledge and ex
pertise to help you strengthen 
the Jewish community today or 
create a Jewish legacy, endow
ing your personal vision for the 
future 

Please Note: The information 
in this article is offered for gen
eral informational and educa
tional purposes and is not legal 
advice, nor financial advice. You 
should seek the advice of your 
professional advisor on all such 
matters. 

For more information: con
tact Edward M . Bruckner, Vice 
President of Financial Resource 
Development, at ebruckner@ 
jewishallianceri.org or 401-421-
4111, ext. 174. 

But if we neither continue nor 
begin to support our local agen
cies, synagogues and most vul
nerable, and work collectively 
to rejuvenate our greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community, then 
trust me, few others will. In other 
words, it takes two to tango. And 
if not, such will signal the need
less demise of our glorious local 
Jewish community that does not 
deserve such a fate. 

Jeffrey K. Savit (jsavit@jew
ishallianceri.org) is CEO and 
president of The Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 

Editor's note: For a copy 
of the Pew Report, down
load http://www.pewforum. 
org/ 2013/ 10/ 01 / jewish-ameri
can-beliefs-attitudes-culture
survey/ 
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Jewish Family Service staffer wins state award 

Maria Borges receives Professional Caregiver Award 

Happy Hanukkah 
from 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
Attleboro, Mass. 

A c.-we1...,_ 

1¥-
For information on our services or 

membership please call 508-222-2243 or 
email office@agudasma.org. 

Visit our website at www.agudasma.org 

A Rcct.malroctiuni&I Synagogue serving Soullnt'-Ulern M<UM1cluuett• ,wd Rhode l.dand 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent in RI 
for 2006, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

In celebration of National 
Caregiver Awareness Month, a 
kick-off event was held on No
vember 1 at the Rhode Island 
State House with Governor Lin
coln Chafee, Congressman Jim 
Langevin, and Director of the 
Department of Elderly Affairs, 
Catherine Taylor. 

At this event, Maria Borges, 
a Certified Nursing Assistant 
of the JFS Home Care Solu
tions program was one of four 
statewide award recipients. She 
received the award for "Profes
sional Caregiver." Home Care 
Solutions nurse manager Linda 
Amore, RN, nominated Maria 
for the award because of her 
18 years of dedicated service at 
JFS and her dedication to her 
clients, even as she cared for 
her terminally ill husband at 
home. 

In her letter of 
recommendation, Linda stated, 
"Although we have many 
wonderful CNAs at Home Care 
So1utl:'ons, there are none more 
caring and compassionate than 
Maria. We are so very fortunate 
to have Maria Borges as part of 
the JFS family." 

Editor's note: Jewish Family 
Service of Rhode Island (info@ 
jfsri.org) offers senior care, 
counseling, adoption services, 
meal and emergency assistance 
and other services to individu-

) C\3t\\!lbll . ~tnf8 in w~ &a 

CHANUKAH /iJ WARWICK MALL 
Sunday, December 1st, 3:30pm 

400 Bald Hill Road, Warwick 
Jewish music by Sta:i freedman & Sounds of Simcha 

M and Crafts, Design your own Lego Menorah 

Chanukah supplies, Sale and gift shop 

Lighting of giant Lego menorah 

Jon Nelson's Rockin' Chanukah Review 

Latkes and Chanukah g~ 

Brought to you by 

Tuesday, December 3'd, 5:00pm 
869 Park Ave, Cranston 

Menorah lighting, arts and crafts, 
hot latkes and more 

CHANUKAH AT PAWTUXET PARK 
Wednesday, December 4'h, 7:00pm 

Narragansett Pkwy & Post Road, Warwick 

Menorah lighting, Chanukah songs, " /\ 
hot latkes & gelt 1 · • r 

CHABAD OF WEST BAY <!} ) For information call (401) 884-7888 
www.RabbiWarwick.com 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 

Jennifer Modisette, left, program coordinator; award winner Maria 
Borges, CNA; and Linda Amore, nurse manager, all staff of Home 

Care Solutions, a program of Jewish Family Service 

als and families in Rhode Is- munity, healing and humanity, 
land and nearby Massachusetts they serve all in need regard
communities. Although JFS less of religious affiliation. 
service is based on core Jewish They can also be reached at 401-
values of respect, family, com- 331-1244. 

May this 

UITIY~l 
a+ 

UG.UH 

Bring Peace 
& Happiness 
to you 
and you r 
loved ones 

'filouro,, rntermtl J\ssociation· 
45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 02910 

·www. tou rofra ternal .org 
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What is Hanukkah? 
BY RABBI ELAN S. 

BABCHUCK 

What is the miracle of Hanuk
kah, anyway? The rabbis of 
our Talmud ask this question, 
and the ensuing discussion is 
a short one - a rarity for our 
long-winded predecessors. On 
the 25th day of Kislev, we com
mence eight days of celebra
tion. 

We do so not because our 
people (the Hasmoneans) with
stood the oppressive forces of 
the Greeks, but rather because 
they were able to glean eight 
days of light out of oil that was 
sufficient for only one. That's 
the miracle. That's why every
thing we eat for eight straight 
days has to be dipped, fried, 
doused, sauteed or simply 
bathed in oil. 

Can that really be it, though? 
Is this minute miracle of oil 
that didn't burn out (reminding 
us of a bush that didn't burn 
out, either) enough to mark a 
holiday of eight full days, put
ting it on par with Passover? 
Is eight days of high-efficiency 
oil on the level with the eman
cipation of our people from 400 
years of brutal slavery? To 
reference the great manage
ment book "QBQ: the Question 
Behind the Question" - what's 
the "miracle behind the mira
cle" here? 

The deeper miracle at work 
here is that - for as long as we 
have been in existence - the 
Jewish people have made more 
with less. We have been mi
norities in strange lands for 
generations upon generations, 
and everywhere we land, we 
make an impact on the broader 
society that far outweighs com
mensurate expectations. While 
American stereotypes of Jew-

ish power are often overblown 
(22 percent of Americans think 
that Jews run Hollywood), 
it's no coincidence that Jews 
make the news regularly for 
advances in science, technol
ogy, academics, finance, enter
tainment and anywhere else 
we have chosen to venture. We 
may be fewer than 2 percent of 
the population, but our impact 
is far greater. 

So, too, with our great state 
of Rhode Island. We may be 
the smallest in the union by 
geographical footprint, but 
we're regularly among the 
leading states in so many im
portant ways. However, the 
recent poverty study, "Living 
on the Edge," has evidenced for 
our people that - once again -
we must do more with less. We 
have a great deal of need in our 
community, and fewer resourc
es to meet those needs. But 
there is a light - a bright one, 
indeed - for us, and that light 
shines from within our great 
state, within our great people. 
We have survived these odds 
before, and we will continue 
to thrive as we have always 
managed to do. We will do so 
with the generous sharing of 
time, talent, and treasure, and 
by putting people before pro
grams, nourishment before 
narishkeit (triviality). 

"What is the miracle of Ha
nukkah7" our rabbis wonder. 
Perhaps the more pertinent 
question to ask today, in Rhode 
Island, is this: "Who is the mir
acle of Hanukkah?" We are. 

Rabbi Elan Babchuck 
(e bab ch uck@teprov.org, 
Twitter: @ElanBabchuck) is 
a rabbi at Temple Emanu-El, 
a Conservative synagogue in 
Providence. 

Happy Hanukkah! 
Russell and Joyce Robinson 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

(over 7,000 square fee l of bath fix lures, faucets and accessories) 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

I FREEWAY DRIVE ExcWSIYELY OFFERING: 
CRANSTON, RI UNRUSH!D PERSONAL SERVI(( 

401-467-0200 Drn•• As•srANa 

Plainville, MA HOURS: H""" '"""'"""'' & 
1-508-843-1300 Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Cou,mous SALES STAFF 

Wed, untill 9 p.m. FAMILY 0wNED 5'JrfCl 1954 

Hyannis, MA Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. AFFORDIBll PRICES 
~~OBINSON lARGmSmrn~ 

1-508-775-4115 J<:. su,;!:,L,:;. co. 

HVAC LOCATIONS Avon, Woburn Ma. E.Hartford Ct 

bathsolashshowroom.com 
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J Street RI sponsors speaker 
Israeli journalist Akiva Eldar will speak about 
the current Mid-East peace negotiations on 
Sunday, December 8, at 7:30 p.m .. at Temple 
Emanu-El. The talk is being sponsored by J 
Street RI. 

to provide leadership in the peace negotiations. 
If this effort comes up short, violence and end
less conflict are real possibilities. This need not 
happen. How can it be avoided? 

The United States administration is making 
a real effort to resolve the conflict between Is
raelis and Palestinians. The safety and demo
cratic character of Israel are at stake and the 
outcome of the talks will also affect our securi
ty, economy and lives here in the U.S. Both U.S. 
Representatives Cicilline and Langevin have 
signed a House of Representatives resolution 
supporting Secretary of State Kerry's efforts 

Eldar has been a senior columnist and edi
torial writer for Haaretz, a leading English 
language source of news and analysis of the 
Middle East and its U.S. Bureau Chief. He will 
discuss why he believes the two-state solution 
is vital to Israel's security and to its Jewish and 
democratic character. Refreshments will follow 
the program. 

For more information: contact 
rhodeisland@jstreet.org. 

New aquatics director 
dives into action 

BY CARLENE BARTH 
Please join me in welcom
ing Aaron Kollmeyer. Aaron 
has accepted the position of 
aquatics director, effective 
December 1. Aaron comes to 
us from Hopkinton, Mass., al
though he is a URI graduate 
with a Bachelor of Science de
gree in Kinesiology - Exercise 
Science. 

Aaron has competitively 
swum for various aquatic or
ganizations such as T./-~,.,A. 
Swimming, United 
States Masters 
Swimming 
and his own 
alma mater, 
University of 
Rhode Island. 
Aaron is also a 
Masters Swim 
Coach and 
has been the 
Head Coach 

of recreational swim teams in 
Massachusetts . We look for
ward to the energy that Aar
on brings. He loves all things 
aquatics, especially swim 
teams and his passion is quite 
infectious. Aside from his 
aquatics background, Aaron 
is also a certified personal 
trainer. 

Welcome aboard, Aaron. 

Carlene Barth 
(Cbarth@jewishallianceri. 
org), is Director of Health, 
Fitness & Aquatics for 
J-Fitness. She can also be 
reached at 421-4111, ext. 210. 

Candle 
Lightinglimes 

Greater Rhode Island 

Nov. 22---------4:02 
Nov. 29 ____ 3:59 

Dae. 6-----3:57 
Dac.13 ___ 3:57 

n,,,"" .,,,nv,I J Happy Hanukkah! 
TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

OurTorat Yis rael Family wishes you and 
those you love a sweet and inspiring Hanukkah 

Engaging, inclusive, Joyous Conservative Judaism 
on Rhode Island's West Bay 

www.toratyisrael.org / 401-885-6600 

1251 Middle Road, East Greenwich 
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CALENDAR 
Ongoing 

Alliance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Noon - lunch; 
12:45 p.m. - program. $3 lunch donation 
from individuals 60+ or under-60 with 
disabilities. Neal or Elaine. 861-8800. 
ext.107 

Arn David Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program every weekday. 
Temple Am David. 40 Gardiner SL. 
Warwick. 11:15 am. -program; noon -
lunch. $3 lunch donation from individuals 
60+ or under- 60 with disabilities. Elaine 
or Steve, 732-0047 

Continuing Through 
Jan.2 

Prints, Landscapes and Cut Paper Wall 
Sculpture. Works of three RI artists: 
Carol FrtzSimonds, Wendy Ingram and 
Robert Pillsbury. 165 New Meadow 
Road, Barrington. 245-6536 or gallery@ 
templehabonim.org 

Continuing Through 
Jan.10 

Divine Providence. Works by papercut 
artist Craig nnsky. gallery (401), Jewish 
Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
Erin Moseley at EMoseley@jewishallianc
eri.org or 421-4111 ext 108 

Sunday I Nov. 24 
Super Sunday. One-day fundraising phone

a-thon, when the community comes 
together to raise money to help those in 
need and strengthen our Jewish commu
nity. Volunteer to make calls, if only for an 
hour. If you can't volunteer. answer the 
call. Jewish Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. 9:30 am. - 5 p.m. Michele 
Gallagher at 421-4111 ext.165 or mgal
lagher@jewishallianceri.org 

Hanukkah Concert with Peri Smilow. 
Singer/songwriter Peri Smilow enter
tains; celebration includes refreshments 
and gifts for children. Temple Beth-El. 70 
Orchard Ave .. Providence. 4 p.m. 331-
6070 or info@temple-beth-el.org 

Thanksv,inc Service. Temple Am David 
joins St Mark's Episcopal Church, Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church. St Rita's Catholic and 
the United Church. St Mark's Episcopal 
Church, 111 W Shore Road, Warwick. 7 
p.m. Jeanine Silversmith at jeaninesilver
smith@gmail.com 

Tuesday I Nov. 26 
Mominc CoffN Hour at the N- Faally 

Room Pantntinc Center. Jewish Alli
ance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 
9:15 - 10:15 am. Michelle Cicchitelli at 
mciccMelli@jewishallianceri.org 

lnter--Faith Thanksv,inc Service. 
Guest speaker: Christina Paxson. 
President Brown University. 
Temple Beth-El. 70 Orchard Ave .. 
Providence. 7 - 8:30 p.m. 331-6070 or 
http-J/www.temple-beth,il.com 

CALENDAR I COMMUNITY 

Thursday I Nov. 28 
Thanksgiving/Hanukkah 

F"rtness Center 7 - 11 a.m~ Pool 7 :30 -
10:30 a.m.; ECC Closed; J-Space Closed; 
Alliance Office Closed 

Friday I Nov. 29 
F"rtness Center 5 a.m. - 6 p.rn.; Pool 5:30 

am. - 5:30 p.m.; ECC Closed; J-Space 
Closed; Alliance Office 8:30 am. - 3:30 
p.m. 

Classical Pianists at EPOCH. Piano recital 
by Duo A&I comprised of composer 
Anthony Green and MRI scientist ltamar 
Ronen. EPOCH Assisted Living on the East 
Side, One Butler Ave., Providence. 2 p.m. 
275-0682. 

Saturday I Nov. 30 
Grand Chabad Chanukah Cafe - Malave 

Malke. Dr. Jeremy Goodman, Executive 
Director of Williams Park Zoo. speaks on 
"The Jew, Chanukah and the Elephant· 
Chabad House. 360 Hope SL, Provi
dence. 7 p.m. 273-7238 

Sunday I Dec. 1 
Shireinu at GrNnwich Farm. Temple 

Sinai's choir, Shireinu. performs a variety 
of songs, including several Hanukkah 
songs. Greenwich Farm Assisted Living. 
75 Minnesota Ave .. Warwick. 10 a.m. 
Temple Sinai office at 942/8350 

Menorahcraft Wortcshop - Hanukkah 
Party. Alliance Family Room Parenting 
Center, 401 Emgrove Ave., Providence. 
10:30 am. - noon. Project Shoresh at 
nkarp@projectshoresh.com 

Children's Gala• Chanukah Pizza Party. 
Dreidel tournaments, arts & crafts. raffles 
and prizes. Chabad House, 360 Hope SL, 
Providence. Noon. 273-7238 

Monday I Dec. 2 
Community Candle u,lrti,,,_ Camp JORI 

leads the Hanukkah blessings, followed by 
stories and songs around the ·cam1r 
fire" and a snack of s'mores. Alliance 
Family Room Parenting Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 4:30 - 5:30 
p.m. Michelle Cicchitelli at mcicchitelli@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

Annual Statehouse Chanukah Candi• 
Li&htinc Ceremony. Prayers for peace 
and unity in Israel and in the whole world. 
Inside the Rhode Island Statehouse, 82 
Smith St, Providence. 7 p.m. 273-7238 

Tuesday I Dec. 3 
Community Candle u,lrti,,,_ Hanukkah 

themed story-time hosted by Alliance 
ECC with crafts and snacks. Alliance 
Family Room Parenting Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 4:30 - 5:30 
p.m. Michelle Cicchitelli at mcicchitelli@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

Hanukkah on Ice. Skate to Hanukkah 
music; latkes, sufganiot and food by 
Chubby Chickpea; supervision by Vaad of 
Rhode Island. The Providence Rink. Bank 
of America City Center. 2 Kennedy Plaza, 
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Calendar Submissions 
Items for our Dec. 6 WINTER issue must be r eceived by 
Nov. 20. 

Calendar items for our Dec.20GENERATIONSIFAMILY 
HEROES issue must be r eceived by Dec. 4. 
Send all calendar items to anorman@jewishallianceri. 
org, subject line: "CALENDAR." 

The Jewish Voice 

KARA MARZIALI 

Chef Georgina Saprong, Shelley Feinstein, Kit Haspel holding baby Schrag and Denise Josephs 

Hanukkah Helper Prep Class 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Under the expert supervision 
of Chef Georgina Saprong, 
attendees made (and ate!) de
licious latkes at the Mothers 
Circle Hanukkah Helper Hol
iday Prep class. 

The class, developed by 

Jewish Alliance Interfaith 
Outreach Director Kit Haspel, 
was an evening of Hanukkah 
learning and preparing that 
included discussion, singing, 
lighting candles, dreidel play
ing, and making (and eating!) 
latkes. 

For more information on 
interfaith outreach or on any 
Mothers Circle program or 
event, contact Katherine (Kit) 
Haspel, Director of Interfaith 
Outreach at khaspel@ 
jewishalliance.org or 421-
4111, ext 184. 

20°/oOFF* 
Framed Pictures & Mirrors 

Pre-Made Frames 

Now Offering digital printing 
and photo restoration! 

PROVIDENCE PICTURE FRAME CO. 
DRYDEN GALLERIES LTD. 

Rte. 95, Exit 24, Branch Ave. (Next to Benny's) 
Daily 8:30-6:30, Sundays 12-5 

www.providencepictureframe.com 
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Florence Markoff to speak at Temple Torat Yisrael 
BY MICHAEL FIELD 

Special to The Jewish _Voice 

On December 15 at 9:30 a.m., 
Florence Markoff will appear 
at Temple Torat Yisrael as a 
guest of the synagogue's Men's 
Club. She will present infor
mation about famous Rhode 
Islanders, the derivation of 
words and phrases as well as 
historical Jewish facts and 
people. 

Mrs. Markoff was inducted 
into the Rhode Island Radio 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, 

May 12. For many years, Mar
koff told the stories of famous 
and little-known Rhode Is
landers in "Rhode Island Por
traits in Sound," which aired 
on several radio stations in 
Rhode Island. She was well 
known for her radio feature, 
"There's a Word for It," which 
explored the words we hear 
and say every day. 

As a writer, Florence Mar
koff created and narrated 
both radio programs and is 
considered one of the pioneers 

among women broadcasters 
in Rhode Island. She has per
formed one-woman programs 
before hundreds of audiences. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. Coffee and dessert 
will be served. Temple Torat 
Yisrael is located at 1251 Mid
dle Rd. East Greenwich. 

Michael Field 
(michaeljayfield@gmail.com) 
is a member of the board of the 
Men's Club of Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

Come to the Hanukah party 
at the Alliance JCC 

Celebrate with music and latkes 
On Friday, December 6, you 
are invited to celebrate Ha
nukkah at the Alliance JCC. 
From 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m., you will enjoy music 
by the Providence Civic Or
chestra of Senior Citizens, 
entertainment generously 
sponsored by the Shalom Me
morial Chapel and by the Flu 
Clinic, VNA of RI. 

You might bump into Angel 
Tavares, the mayor of Provi
dence, who has attended in 
the past and is on the invite 
list. The Brown RISD Hillel 
will serve matzo ball soup, 
potato latkes with apple 
sauce, challah, chicken cut
lets and candied carrots. And 

don't forget about the best 
part - Hanukkah cookies and 
jelly donuts! 

All of the Kosher Senior 
Cafe's volunteers are invited 
as guests; they will receive a 

special gift. All participants 
will get a dreidel, a bag of 
chocolate coins and a glass 
Hanukkah coin made by 
Neal Drobnis, sand-cast and 
hand-blown glass artist and 
the Kosher Cafe Manager for 
the J ewish Family Service. 
This is Drobnis ' fourth coin 
and fourth year running the 
event. 

Reservations are requested 
by November 27. Those plan
ning to attend should contact 
Drobnis at 861-8800, ext. 107. 
The suggested donation is $3. 
Neal promises a good time 
and praises the amazing mu
sicians who are at least 90 
years old. 

HANUl<l<AH GREETINGS 

• - • • FC>x ' 
Speaker of the House 

Paid for by the Friends of Gordon Fox 

FROM PAGE 8 CALENDAR 
Providence. 6 - 8 p.m. $8 skate rental 
and ice time. Congregation Beth Sholom 
at officebethsholom@yahoo.com 

Wednesday I Dec. 4 
Community Candle Lighting The celebra

tion moves to Jewish Community Day 
School oF RI For "Shuk, Dreidel & Roll: A 
Family Hanukkah Party.· Paper cutting 
art by Craig nnsky, menorah throw
down and craft activities. gold For gelt. 
raffles and holiday presents For sale. 
Latke bar, dinner, cash bar. 5 p.m. $10 
- adults; $7 - children. $35 - Family 
max. Michelle Cicchnelli at mcicchitelli@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

Artist Talk at gaUery (401). The Art 
oF Papercutting Workshop with Craig 
nnsky. Learn techniques to cut paper 
and create a work oF art. gallery (401). 
Jewish Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. 7 p.m. $15. Erin Moseley at 
emoseley@jewishallianceri.org or 421-
4111 ext. 108 

Thursday I Dec. 5 
Leisure Club Hanukkah Party. Featuring 

entertainment by Cantor Judy Seplowin 
and music. singing. candle lighting. 
latkes, applesauce, and chocolate gelt. 
Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Avenue, 
Providence. 10 a.m. - noon. Miriam 
Abrams-Stark at 331-1616 ext.14 or 
miriam@teprov.org 

Hope Street Winter Stroll Local 
merchants. including the Alliance, set 
up tables along Hope Street; activities 
include: hay rides. glass blowing, music. 
fire jugglers. petting zoo, Food trucks, 
and free refreshments. Jewish Alliance 
or Greater RI Tent by Frog & Toad. 795 
Hope St., Providence. 4 - 8 p.m. Wendy 
Joering at 421-4111 ext. 169 or wjoer
ing@jewishallianceri.org 

Friday I Dec. 6 
Kosher Senior Cafe Hanukkah Party. 

Music by Providence Civic Orchestra of 
Senior Citizens; flu clinic by VNA or RI. 
Alliance JGC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. $3 suggested 
donation. Elaine or Neal at 861-8800 
ext. 107 

Shabbat Chai Shabbat Alive. Interac
tive service with singing, musicians and 
warm welcome to Shabbat. Followed by 
dinner. Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave., 
Provide.nee. 5:45 p.m. - snacks and 
drinks; 6 p.m. - service; 7 p.m. - dinner. 
bjmayer@teprov.org or httpJ/www. 
teprov.org/shabbaLalive 

Saturday I Dec. 7 
Family First Shabbat Morning Service. 

Educational. interactive service led 
by Rabbi Etan Babchuck intended For 
Families or all ages. Followed by lunch. 
Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave .. Provi
dence. 10:30 a.m. ebabchuck@teprov. 
org or httpJ/www.teprov.org/Shab
baLFamily_First 

Sunday I Dec. 8 
Israeli Journalist at Emanu-EL Akiva 

Eldar, Formerly chieF political columnist 
and editorial wrner for Haaretz. speaks 
on current Mid-East peace negotia
tions. sponsored by J Street RI. Temple 
Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave .. Providence. 
7 :30 p.m. rhodeisland@jstreet.org 

Wednesday /Dec.11 
Learn About Camp JORI. Camp JORI 

Winter Office, Jewish Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 9 - 10 a.m. 
campjori@gmail.com or 861-8800 x. 
124 or rachel@campjori.com 

Cranston Senior Guild Hanukkah Lun
cheon. West Valley Inn, West Warwick. 
Noon. $21. Natalie Palla at 615-9483 

·rs J Jewish Family Service 

Give the gift of 
homecare ... 

~ 
Home Care Solutions 

Certified Nursing Assistants 
provide: 

Personal Care 

Light Housekeeping 

Meal Prep 

Medication reminders 

Errands 

Lifeline RI 
Personal Emergency 

Response System 

• NEW AUTOMATIC FALL 
DETECTION BUTTON 

• Peace of mind for you and your family 

• 2417 access at low cost 

Limited Transportation • Prompt help at the push of a button 

(401) 331 -6962 (401) 331-1244 ext 319 

N ON-SECTARIAN PROGRAMS OF JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 

959 North Main Street 
Providence, RI 02904 

website: www .jfsri.org 
email : info@jfsri.org 

JFS Is a partner agency of Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

( ' 
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Every soul is special In My Father's Court 
attended the Koleinu Shab

bat service on November 9 at 
Temple Emanu-El. Designed 

for people 
with differing 
abilities, it is 
a worship pro
gram brought 
to Emanu-El 
by Rabbi Elan 
Babchuck and 
based on his ex-

INTERIM perience in Lo_s 
Angeles, Call-

EXECUTIVE fornia, where 
EDITOR he conducted 

ARTHURC. 
NORMAN 

similar servic
es. He has been 
working here 
with a group 
dedicated to 

creating a Shabbat service that 
is as inclusive as possible. 

The members of the inclusion 
committee were connected, ei
ther by their own special need 
or by a family member with a 
special need. They made Kole
inu a reality at Emanu-El. Im
provements have been made 
for those with slight hearing 
and sight difficulties and most 
physical obstacles have been re
moved. 

The committee seeks to en
gage differently abled young
sters and young adults who, for 
a variety of reasons, have been 
unable to participate in a typi
cal Shabbat service or even, for 
that matter, able to sit in a pew 
for an extended period of time. 

Based aro1md the Tikvah Sid
dur and service being used at 
Camp Ramah, a shorter, more 
comfortable setting (most of us 
sat in cushy beanbag chairs) 
has been designed for adoles
cents with differing learning, 
emotional or developmental 
styles and abilities. The Tikvah 
Siddur includes color-coded 
tabs to make it easier to locate 
specially selected prayers and 
participate in a shortened, yet 
meaningful service. The next 
service is in early January. 

Hinda Eisen, a familiar face at 
Emanu-El, led us in the service. 
Hinda, Emanu-El's former ritu
al director and a soon-to-be-or
dained cantor, guided the chil
dren, their parents and guests 
through what most traditional
ists would consider an abbrevi
ated service, and yet it was one 
that included Ma Tovu, Aleinu, 
Barchu, Shema and Adam Olam. 
The Ark was opened at the re
quest of one child and, although 
there was no Torah service this 
day, those children who wished 
to do so, kissed the Torah. 

I felt honored and privileged 

OUR MISSION 

to join in this inclusive, celebra
tory and very spirited service. 
To say that it was moving, to 
say that it was emotionally in
spiring and energizing, does 
justice to neither the descrip
tors nor the service itself. It 
had to be experienced and ab
sorbed through all available 
senses. Music, hand clapping, 
rhythm, repetition, percussion 
and chanting, allowed ease of 
participation for all. And, as we 
all followed along with Hinda -
singing, clapping, tapping cym
bals and shaking bells, some
thing happened - we became 
one congregation. 

An author's memories of experiences and observations 

At one point, Marilyn Katz, 
demonstrating the skill of a 
practiced organizer, gave each 
of us small packs into which 
we could pack away an idea, 
or a concept, or an imaginary 
thing to bring with us as she 
led us across the shul into "the 
desert" and made sure we all 
had cardboard "stone" pillows 
on which to rest our heads. We 
each explained what one thing 
we "brought" to the desert. It 
was a personal moment; it was a 
profound moment. It was a pre
cious moment. 

Throughout the service, 
"signing" for one child, firmly 
guiding another and coaching 
an adult, Toby Liebowitz - a 
teacher's teacher - showed the 
same patience, grace and gentle 
hand she showed my own chil
dren two decades earlier. Toby 
is a gift. 

At the conclusion of the ser
vice, we stood in a tight circle, 
clapped our hands to Hinda's 
rhythm and chanted as one, "I 
thank God. I thank God." We 
then took turns sharing for 
what we were thanking God. We 
all then picked up each shared 
idea and repeated it as a group. 
One child thanked God for Ha
nukkah and we all clapped 
hands, chanting, "I thank God 
for Hanukkah." For my turn, 
one of a dozen, I thanked God 
for Koleinu and we all clapped 
and thanked God for Koleinu. 

One guest clapped and chant
ed, "I thank God for health." We 
all clapped hands and all but 
one of us chanted, "I thank God 
for health." I clapped my hands 
and could only think of thank
ing God for I could no longer 
speak. I silently thanked God 
for my own two healthy babies, 
now 32 and 29. 

Hug your babies. Love your 
babies. Thank God for your ba
bies. 

My wife Sandy and I spent the 
first weekend of this month 
at the Yiddish Book Center 
in Amherst, Mass. We were 
among the 50 or so students 
who attended a program enti-

IT SEEMS 
TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG 

tled "The 
F a m -
ily Singer: 
T h re e 
Siblings 
and their 
Stories." 
Under 
the able 
guidance 
of Profes
sor Anita 
Norich 
from the 
Univer
sity of 
Michigan, 

we compared and contrasted 
- for the most part, in Eng
lish translations from the 
Yiddish - the writings of Es
ther Singer Kreitman (1891-
1954), Israel Joshua Singer 
(1893-1944), and Isaac Bashe
vis Singer (1904-1991), win
ner of the 1978 Nobel Prize in 
Literature. 

In preparation for the week
end, I read I. B. Singer's "In 
My Father's Court" (1960), 
published in Yiddish in 1956 
as Mayn tatns bezdn-shtub. 
Singer worked extremely 
closely with his translators 
- too closely, some would ar
gue - so that he considered 
the English versions of the 
Yiddish his "second origi
nals." 

Singer writes in his "Au
thor's Note" that his book is 
"in a certain sense a literary 
experiment. It is an attempt 
to combine two styles - that 
of memoirs and that of belle 
letters .... " It seems to me 
that his experiment is an 
unqualified success, for he 
manages to transform each 
of his 49 chapters from pure 
memoir into a well-crafted 
and engaging story. 

Many of these stories re
volve around his father 's rab
binical court: in Yiddish, 
bet din in Hebrew. The bezdn 
of Singer's father, Pinchas 
Mendel, a Hasidic rabbi, was 
a room in the family apart
ment on Krochmalna Street, 
in a poor section of Warsaw. 
Singer explains that his fa
ther's bezdn was "a-kind of 
blend of a court of law, syna
gogue, house of study, and, if 

COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 

you will, psychoanalyst's of
fice where people of troubled 
spirit could come to unbur
den themselves." 

"In My Father's Court" is a 
record of the author's memo
ries of experiences and ob
servations from 1907 to 1918, 
the years during which the 
precocious redheaded 3-year
old matured into a 14-year
old adolescent with red side 
locks and a red beard. More 
often than not, when holding 
court, Pinchas Mendel dealt 
with such relatively simple 
issues such as whether or not 
the chicken brought to him 
for examination was kosher, 
but sometimes he was forced 
to grapple with matters of ex
treme complexity. 

Perhaps the most grotesque 
question the young Isaac 

heard put to his f!lther was 
this: "Rabbi, may a man sleep 
with his dead wife?" 

It was a Saturday night in 
the middle of winter; Pin
chas Mendel's court was 
crowded with Hasidic men 
who had come to taste the 
joy of escorting the Sabbath 
into the new week. Follow
ing a stunned silence, the 
questioner continued: "My 
wife died on Friday. I live in 
a cellar where there are rats. 
The funeral will take place 
on Sunday. I cannot leave the 
corpse on the floor because 
the rats would, God forbid, 
gnaw it to bits. I have only 
one bed. She must lie in that 
bed. And I, Rabbi, cannot 
sleep on the floor either. The 
rats would get me too .... So 
I want to know, Rabbi, may I 
lie in bed with this corpse?" 

One of the most biographi
cally significant of Singer's 
vignettes recalls his visits to 
the art studio of his brother, 
Israel Joshua, 11 years his se
nior; this chapter, "The Stu
dio," provides a clue to the 
earliest sources of inspira
tion leading to Isaac Bashe-

vis' development as an art
ist. At first the young Isaac 
is shocked and embarrassed 
by the casual - even "loose" 
- atmosphere in the studio, 
where "the girls posed nude 
with no more shame than 
they would have undressing 
in their own bedrooms"; but 
he quickly comes to realize 
that "artists looked at them 
differently." He realized that 
"here the body was respect
ed; there was more to a boy 
than the ability to study." 

"This was quite a change 
from my father 's studio, but 
it seems to me that this pat
tern has become inherent in 
me. Even in my stories it is 
just one step from the study 
house to sexuality and back 
again. Both phases of human 
existence have continued to 
interest me." 

Isaac's older brother, then, 
with his art and his worldly 
books "had sown the seeds of 
heresy in [his] mind." Like 
all artists, the young Isaac 
was beginning to learn how 
to see things differently, to 
see magic in the everyday, 
to see the human psyche as a 
home for ghosts and demons 
- real or imagined - to create 
for himself and ultimately for 
his readers a world in which 
the boundary between the 
natural and the supernatu
ral remains fluid. 

Singer began his Nobel 
Lecture on Dec. 8, 1978, with 
these words: · in the full 
sense of the word, not just a 
preacher of social or politi
cal ideals. There is no para
dise for bored readers and no 
excuse for tedious literature 
that does not intrigue the 
reader, uplift him, give him 
the joy and escape that true 
art always grants." 

As you confront the artistic 
vision of I. B. Singer in the 
pages of his numerous books, 
you may at times be puzzled 
and at times be disappointed 
and perhaps at times be en
raged, but you will not be 
bored. 
James B. Rosenberg (rab
biemeritus@templehabonim. 
org) is rabbi emeritus at Tem
ple Habonim in Barrington. 

Editor's note: The translit
erations of Hebrew and Yid
dish used in this column are 
those of Professor Norich. 

The mission of The Jewish Voice is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving 
voice to the diverse views of the Jewish community in 
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, while 
adhering to Jewish values and the professional stan
dards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice publishes thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 words) 
and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) on is
sues of interest to our Jewish community. At our dis
cretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, repre-

sent the views of the authors; they do not represent 
the views of The Jewish Voice or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to Arthur Norman at The 
Jewish Voice. 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906 or anorman@jewishallianceri.org. lnclude 
name, city of residence and a contact phone number 
or email (not for publication). 
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From Model T to a Model for T 
How Jewish Federations can inspire a new wave of Organized Judaism 

BY DAVID MEYERS 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

JERUSALEM, Israel - During 
a panel at this year's JFNA's 
General Assembly (GA), the 
moderator asked, "If you would 
compare the Jewish Federation 
to a car or animal what would it 
be?" Without a second thought, 
the legendary Ford car from the 
1920s, the Model T, popped into 
my head. At 18 years old and a 
current participant on a BBYO 
gap year program studying at 
Tel Aviv University, it felt as 
though my singular presence in 
this room of more than 1000 in-

dividuals made the average age 
plummet to an amazingly low 
55. But this feeling of being out 
of place, out of the loop, is unfor
tunately a familiar one for me 
and many ofmy peers. 

From the conversations I've 
had in Israel and America, I 
hear over and over again that 
Jewish secular and synagogue 
life is generic and lacks pas
sion. The recently released Pew 
Study, a report tracking the Jew
ish community in America, re
flects this emotional sentiment. 
That is why the Model T came to 
my mind. In its day, the Model 

LETTERS 

Re: Veterans Day 
On Veterans' Day, November 

11, 2013, I was remembering the 
following: 

My brother, Staff Sgt. Hyman 
L. Banks is buried in the Veter
an's Cemetery in Lincoln Park. 

Upon graduation from Classi
cal High School in 1940, he felt 
he was needed to help our par
ents in the business. He was 
then drafted and shipped over
seas in July 1944. He practiced 
writing in Yiddish so that the 
V-Mail letters could be read by 
my mother. 

On October 13, 1944, we re
ceived a phone call to inform ·us 
that my brother was "Missing in 
Action." This was followed by a 
call that stated he was killed in 
action while leading a mission 
in Aachen Germany, just before 
the "Battle of the Bulge." We 

sat shivah that week. 
When given the option of buri

al, my parents chose to have 
his remains returned to Rhode 
Island. The Jewish War Vet
eran's designated a plot at Lin
coln Park as a burial site. Five 
years after he was killed, his 
remains were brought "home" 
and we had a funeral and burial 
on that site. 

I was pregnant at the time of 
the burial, and Howard L. Feld
man, my brother's namesake 
was born on May 9, 1949. 

I believe I am one of the very 
few siblings of those buried at 
the site who is sill! living. 

I wanted this story about that 
very sad time in our history to 
be kept alive. 

Zelda Banks Feldman 
Warwick 

Re: The Jewish Voice 
The paper is looking really good 
under your editorship. 

Stan Aronson 

Editor's note: Stanley Aron
son, M.D., writes a regular col
umn for The Voice, "Of Science 
& Society." 

Re: Recent editorial columns 
[Previous editorial] columns asked readers to think about the 

lives of someone else. Arthur Norman's columns make me think 
about mine. Bravo, sir! 

Frank Michaelson 
Cranston 

Re: World Series of Jewish Desserts 
at Temple Beth-El (Nov. 8) 

Three cheers and huge note of appreciation to Irina Missiuro for 
her November 8 article about Temple Beth-El's World Series of 
Jewish Desserts. 

Irina perfectly captured the essence of this temple fundraiser, 
writing a thorough and most interesting article, choosing pho
tos that also told the story, and printing recipes of all the winners. 
The Desserts Committee worked on this event for almost a year, 
and Irina's coverage is also a tribute to each committee member, 
well deserved! 

Ruby Shalansky 

Re: Business profile (Nov. 8.) 
Thank you so much for the pro
file! I am going to put that on 
my web page because it is such 
a nice article! I have written to 
Irina [Missiuro, Editorial Con-

sultant] to say it is the best piece 
I have seen on Simplified Lives 
and I am really tickled! 

Valerie Achorn 

T was a marvel of modern tech
nology and a car for the masses. 
The Model T changed America. 
But that was in the 1920s. The 
Ford Company knew that to stay 
relevant they needed to keep in
novating and improving - they 
moved beyond the Model T. 

This is the realization that the 
organized Jewish community is 
experiencing now. Awakened by 
the Pew cesearch, leaders from 
across America and Israel real
ize that it's time to start inno
vating again. We must improve 
Jewish life for the next genera
tion, my generation. As I went to 
breakout sessions and speeches, 
it was this motif that I kept in 
the back of my thoughts. Yet 
something inside of me thought 
this was too steep a mountain to 
be climbed. 

As a delegate representing 
MASA (the Hebrew word for 
"journey"), a program governed 
by the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
funded by federations including 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, and involved in 
gap year programs for Jewish 
teens and young adults, I often 
heard the same thing from my 
fellow conference representa
tives. Many said they liked 
the spiritual power and social 
justice ethos of Judaism, but 
organized Jewish institutional 
practice lacked connection to 
these core tenets. I kept these 
comments in mind as I began 
attending my various plenaries 
and break out sessions. 

The General Assembly opened 
in an unbelievably thrilling 
fashion on Sunday night and 
Monday morning with speak
ing appearances by top govern
mental officials, including Is-

raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Israeli President 
Shimon Peres, and U. S. Am
bassador to Israel Dan Shapiro. 
Monday afternoon was filled 
with meetings ranging from De
fense Minister Moshe Ya'alon 
deliberations about Iran to 
Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sachs 
preaching about the concepts 
of redefining the message of 
the "chosen people," an amaz
ing experience on its own. But 
it wasn't until the next day that 
I was truly inspired. On Tues
day morning, I visited Net@, an 
organization that teaches kids 
from the periphery of Israeli 
society computer skills. I wit
nessed a young girl in ragged 
clothes type lines of computer 
code faster than I could type the 
lines you are reading now. I was 
first amazed and then profound
ly inspired. 

As I walked out of the commu
nity center that housed Net@, 
I noticed a small sign that said 
"Thank you Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island for making this 
all possible" modestly embedded 
in a corner stone. It was in that 
moment that I realized that or
ganized Judaism not only saves 
others but, indeed, can save it
self. Our local and national Fed
erations obviously do amazing 
things, but no one from my gen
eration knows about it. Indeed, I 
had never even heard of the Jew
ish Federation of North America 
until I was asked to represent 
MASA at the GA. 

The emotionally gratifying, 
philanthropic success that I ex
perienced at Net@ speaks to the 
core of what young Jews like me 
see as their main connection to 
Judaism - social justice. Federa-

RE: Voice reader challenges Klein 
In his letter "The assimilation
ist Voice" in the November 8 
edition of the Jewish Voice, 
Farrel I. Klein bemoans what 
he perceives the Jewish Voice 
has become. His Jetter accuses 
the Jewish Voice of becoming a 
vehicle with which to further 
liberal Democratic causes. 

Klein forgets, or perhaps 
never knew, it was the liberal 
Democratic Party and its lib
eral agenda that advanced the 
causes of America's ethnic, ra
cial and religious minorities. I 
don't know of any decent person 
who would want to go back to 
the old Republican robber bar
on days. 

For Klein's information, the 
dictionary describes "liberal" 
as generous, unprejudiced, 
charitable, open-minded and 
progressive - qualities that de
fine most of my Jewish friends. 
"Conservatism," on the other 
hand, is depicted as bigoted, 
mean-spirited, intolerant and 
greedy! 
If Mr. Klein wants to align 

himself with the Republican 
party, then he has a problem 
and not the Jewish Voice. 

Anthony D'Abrosca 
Coventry 

Errata (Nov. 8) 
Re: Women's Alliance holds its Annual Campaign Celebration 

- The Lion of Judah Program was founded in Miami, Florida, in 
1972, not the Annual Campaign. 

Re: J-Fitness Center getting into shape - Tim Morlen's name 
was misspelled. 
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tions must first promote their 
current, successful overseas 
and domestic initiatives, and 
next design and implement in
novative projects in coajunction 
with those tenets of Judaism 
that resonate with our values 
and ethos. By doing so, Jewish 
communities and local federa
tions will be in a much better po
sition to enlarge their numbers 
and, more importantly, seek to 
create deep and lasting connec
tions with our younger genera
tions. 

We have a long way to go to 
make this happen. Some of the 
speakers at the GA confirmed 
my deepest fears that the current 
generation of Federation lead
ership is unwilling to change 
course. However, my experience 
at Net@, as well as numerous 
conversations I held with open 
minded CEOs like the Alliance's 
Jeffrey Savit, give me hope that 
the organized Jewish commu
nity is able and willing to adapt 
to current thinking and innova
tion. I thus left the GA thinking 
that there will be a Jewish com
munity I will happily choose to 
remain a part of which, indeed, 
currently and will continue to 
speak to me. That being said, 
our leaders, together with mem
bers of my generation, need to 
collaborate to make the Model 
T a Model for T(eenagers and 
young adults) - for Jews across 
the world. 
David Meyers (meyers215@ 
grnail.com), a resident of 
Queens, N.Y., is attending the 
BBYO Beyond Gap Year Pro
gram in Tel Aviv, Israel, prior to 
college next year. 

WE HAVE A VOICE ... 
YOU HAVE A VOICE 
You have a voice ... and The 

Jewish Voice wants to hear it. 
This paper is only as vibrant 
and robust as our readers 
make it, with kudos, com
ments, criticisms and other 
contributions such as: online 
comments, letters to the editor 
and op-ed submissions. 

Letters to the editor: 250 
words or fewer and must be 
signed. Op-ed essays: 500 - 800 
words and must be signed. 
Send to anorman@jewishal
lianceri.org, subject line: 
OPINIONS. Questions? Call 
Arthur Norman at 421-4111, 
ext.168. 

Editor's note: Editorial 
Consultant Irina 
Missiuro's interview with 
Saliha Malik, National 
President, Muslim 
Communtity USA Women's 
Auxiliary (Convert to 
Islam to speak in Temple 
Emanu-El - Nov. 8), was 
reprinted in The Muslim 
Times, a worldwide blog. 
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Objectives: 
We've put together a 

five-minute survey to 
learn more about how 
people read The Jewish 
Voice. We'll close the 
survey on December 15, 
2013. 

This survey will help 
us understand: 

• The demographics of 
The Jewish Voice read
ership 

• How frequently the 
publication is read 

• Your preferred for
mat for reading The 
Jewish Voice 

Survey: 
Thank you for agree

ing to participate in 
our survey. Individual 
survey answers will be 
tabulated and no indi
vidual information or 
household data will be 
disclosed. Please do not 
complete the survey 
more than once. In ad
dition to appearing here 
in the paper, the survey 
is also available online. 

Go to www. 
j ewishallianceri.org 
or www.jvhri.org and 
click on the "The Jewish 

BY ALAN H. GILL 

NEW YORK (JTA) - As the ex
tent of the catastrophic damage 
and tragic death toll continues 
to grow in the Philippines, a par
ticularly heroic piece of history 
should be recalled by the global 
Jewish community which owes 
a debt to the island nation . 

Seven decades ago, a Philip
pine president, a globetrotting 
Jewish family named Frieder 
and the American J ewish J oint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), 
my organization, helped save 
the lives of more than 1,000 J ews 
who otherwise would have al
most certainly died in the Holo
caust. 

Thanks to their initiative, 
these refugees were issued rare 
travel certificates to the Asian 
country to work as skilled la
borers in the Frieders' cigar 
factories in Manila - though in 
reality, few of them had any ex
perience in the industry whatso
ever. The audacious operation, 
seemingly extraordinary today, 
is the subject of the recently re
leased documentary "Rescue in 

COMMUNITY I INTERNATIONAL 

The Jewish Voice Readership Survey 
Voice survey link". It 
is also available on the 
Alliance Facebook Page 
and GrapeVine. If you 
fill it out in print, please 
return it to: 

Gail Putnam 
Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, 
401 Elmgrove Avenue, 
Providence, RI02906 

If you are filling out 
the survey in print, 
please begin here! If you 
need more space, please 
complete your answers 
legibly on an attached 
piece of paper. 

Thank you. 

l.Gender 
0 Male 
0 Female 

2. Age 
0 Under25 
0 25-34 
0 35-44 
0 45-54 
0 55-64 
0 65+ 

3. What is your zip code? 

4. How often do you read 
The Jewish Voice? 

0 Every issue (bi
weekly) 

0 Frequently (at least 
once a month) 

0 Infrequently (less 
than once a month) 

0 When an agency or 
someone I know is fea
tured 

0 I don't read The 
Jewish Voice. Reason(s) 
why not? 

5. How do you prefer to 
read The Jewish Voice? 

0 Print copy 
0 Online 

6. What parts of The 
Jewish Voice do you 
read? (Indicate all that 
apply) 

0 Entire paper 
0 Arts section 
0 Business section 
0 Calendar 

0 Community news 
0 D'var Torah 
0 International/Israel 
0 News 
0 Food 
0 Obituaries 
0 Opinion 
0 Seniors 
0 Simchas 
0 Weareread 

7. What topics would you 
like to see MORE cover
age of? Please specify: 

8. How often would you 
like to see The Jewish 
Voice published? 

0 Every two weeks 
0 Monthly 
D Quarterly 

9. How would you rate 
the value of The Jewish 
Voice as a resource to 
you? 

Jews and the Philippines inextricably linked 
the Philippines." 

At the time that Manuel Que
zon admitted J ews to his coun
try, the Filipino president made 
what seems today like a remark
ably prescient statement. 

"The people of the Philippines 
will have in the future every 
reason to be glad that when 
the time of need came, their 
country was willing to ex
tend a welcome hand," he 
was quoted as saying. 

We recalled this moment 
in history last week when we 
began reading reports and 
watching coverage of the im
pending super typhoon Hai
yan - the strongest storm in 
recorded history - as it bar
reled toward the Philippines. 
In anticipation of the impact, 
J DC's disaster relief and devel
opment staff assembled a con
tingency plan that went into full 
effect once news emerged of the 
death and destruction wrought 
byHaiyan. 

As part of our ongoing re
sponse to the typhoon, JDC will 
ship critically important food , 

shelter, and hygiene and medi
cal supplies - as well as ensure 
the provision of water and sani
tation items and shelter support 
- through its partners, the Afya 
Foundation and Catholic Relief 
Services. JDC's advance team of 
disaster relief and development 

mediate relief for food, water, 
shelter, medical supplies and 
care, unless the emergency 
phase lasts longer because 
of expanding, critical needs 
among survivors. The rest will 
be invested in sustainable local 
projects that will emerge in the 

long, slow process of re-

lSRAl:L-AGAINONE OF™EARSTTO SEND HUMANITARIAN AID ~oa~:=~on that is sure 
TO A DISASTER AREA THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM HER SHORES 

It's a formula JDC, 

IsraAID Team on its way to 
Typho -hit Philippines 

which is celebrating its 
centennial this year, 
has developed over 
decades of efforts in 
the field, from helping 
Ukrainians starved by 
the Bolsheviks in the 
1920s to rehabilitating 
survivors of genocide in 

experts will head to the Philip
pines later this week to assess 
damage and needs while con
sulting with our local/ interna
tional partners and the Filipino 
Jewish community to ensure 
maximum impact for storm sur
vivors. 

About 30 percent of funds 
raised will be dedicated to im-

Rwanda. And on behalf 
of the North American Jewish 
community and with its sup
port, we have over the past de
cade delivered tens of millions 
of dollars in aid to victims of 
natural and manmade disasters 
in Southeast Asia, Haiti and Ja
pan. 

These efforts now come full 

The Jewish Voice 

0 Very valuable 
0 Valuable 
0 Not valuable 
0 Unsure 

10. What other web/ 
social media outlets 
do you use/follow for 
community events and 
news? 

0 Synagogue 
communications 

0 Jewish agency 
websites 

0 GrapeVine 
0 Facebook 
0 Twitter 
0 Other 

Thank you for taking 
the time to complete 
this survey. 

This survey is also 
available online. Go to 
www.jewishallianceri. 
org or www.jvhri.org 
and click on the "The 
Jewish Voice survey 
li~k." It is also available 
on the Alliance Face
book Page and Grape
Vine. 

circle, especially for one mem
ber of our team arriving in the 
Philippines later this week, 
Danny Pins. In addition to being 
one of our development and em
ployment experts, Pins' mother 
and grandparents were among 
the German Jews who fled to the 
Philippines to seek safe haven in 
1938. His posting, in many ways 
a homecoming despite previous 
trips to the country, is highly 
symbolic. 

Today, in the wake of one of 
the worst storms in history, 
with perhaps more than 10,000 
dead and hundreds of thousands 
homeless, we are fully commit-

. ted to fulfilling President Que
zon's prophecy and returning 
the favor to the Filipino people. 
Not just because we are Jews, 
the heirs to this nation's life
saving actions, but also because 
we firmly believe in mutual re
sponsibility and the idea that 
each individual life is valuable 
beyond measure. 

Alan H. Gill is the CEO of the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee. 
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AMIRAFSAI 

Shortly after the recent pass
ing of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, on 
October 7, articles began crop
ping up in the Israeli press with 
the titles "i:i v,:i,,:, w,, .. - "My 
Rabbi Ovadia." (See The Jewish 
Voice, Oct. 25. "Rabbi Ovadia 
Yosef dies at 93") They were in 
essence personal essays by in
dividuals who felt their private 
lives had been meaningfully 
impacted by Rabbi Ovadia Yo
sef. 

My Rabbi Ovadia 

My memories of Rav Ovadia 
are intimately related to my 
identity as a Mizrahi Jew -
more specifically, a Babylonian 
(Iraqi) Jew. The grief! feel over 
Rav Ovadia's passing is related 
to my perception of the man as 
the chief representative and 
embodiment of the contempo
rary tradition of Babylonian 
Jewry, even if he did not hesi
tate to break with Babylonian 
tradition when it did not align 
with his outlook on halakhah 
(Jewish law) 

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef 

Having been raised in Rhode 
Island's overwhelmingly Ash
kenazi environment, it was 
not until I moved to Israel in 
1995 that I began to cultivate 
a genuine appreciation for my 
Babylonian heritage. This ap
preciation was born of frequent 
visits to my father's moshav 
(village) in an area of the coun
try's south, populated predomi
nantly by families with roots 
in North Africa and the Middle 
East. 

Living in the Greater Tel Aviv 
area at the time, the visits to the 
moshav were, for me, a journey 

to an otherworldly culture, with 
different physical features, ac
cents, clothing, food, esthetics, 
family values and religious tra
ditions. 

For Tel Aviv itself, with its 
cosmopolitan bearing, has, in 
certain ways, become a homo
geneous pot into which diverse 
Jewish identities have melted 
to form the mainstream Israeli 
persona. But Israelis refer to 
Greater Tel Aviv as the State 
of Tel Aviv, indicating how dif
ferent it is from the rest of the 
country. 

The secular Tel Aviv milieu 
regarded Rav Ovadia with an 
attitude of condescension, at 
times even mocking him as a 
caricature of religious primi
tivism. He dressed, spoke and 
wrote in ways to which they 
could scarcely relate from their 
narrowed vantage point. 

Yet outside that world was a 
country that saw in Rav Ova
dia a spiritual father figure and 
cultural torchbearer. 

The implication of Rav Ova
dia's passing vis-a-vis me and 
my descendants may be that the 
rich culture of my father's and 
grandparents' generations will 
now dissolve that much more 
easily into the pot than it would 
have had there continuel! to be 
a figure for us to identify with 
and draw inspiration from, as 
there was with Rav Ovadia 

Amir Afsai (amiracle@ho
tmail.com) moved from Provi
dence to Israel in 1995 and 
now teaches languages at the 
Hebrew University and at the 
Sts. Tarkmanchatz Armenian 
School in Jerusalem's Arme
nian Quarter. 

NATIONAL ~ Child Safety:What you need to know 
CENTER FOR1 f ,:,;. 
14ISSDIG & Approximately 2,000 children are reported missing each day-
EXPLOITED that's one child every 37 seconds. In 35 seconds, your child could be 

C H I L D R E N' abducted by an experienced pedophile. 

Help protect your child from becoming a part of these alarming 
statistics by attending this program on child safety. 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 I 6:30 - 9:30pm 
Alliance JCC I 40 I Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 
Must be at least I 8 years old to attend 

Parents and caregivers will be provided with the tools to prevent 
child abduction, kidnapping, and sexual exploitation as well as the 
safe use of technology (PCs and cell phones). Alan J. Robinson will 
dispel common safety myths, while providing skills parents, educators, 
and police can teach children to help prevent them from becoming a 
victim.All participants will receive an education packet with valuable 
safety references, including an age-appropriate skills chart. 

Alan J. Robinson is a representative of Project ALERT (America's Law Enforcement Retiree Team), 
o division of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, funded by the Department 
of Justice and the Adam Walsh Foundation. 

For more information or to RSVP, contact Michelle Cicchitelli at 401.421.41 I I ext. 178 or 
mcicchitelli@jewishallianceri.org. 

·r: J Jewish Family Service 

G 
e 

401 ElmgroveAvenue I Providence. RI 02906 I 401.421.4111 I jewishallianceri.org 
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[ How to Celebrate Chanukah] 
Kindle the Menorah on each of the eight nights of Cbanukah. See 
below for the times, number of lights and the order of kindling. The 
Chaoukah lights are kindled in the front window or by a doo,way. 

You may use olive oil or paraffin candles which are large enough to 
burn until half an hour after nightfall. Use the shamash (service candle) 

to kindle the lights and place it in its special place on the Menorah. 

All members of the family should be present at the kindling of the 
Chanukah lights. Students and singles who live in a dormitory or in 
their own apartments, should kind le in their own rooms. 

Friday afternoon, the Chanukah lights (which will bum until 1/2 hour 
after nightfall) are kindled before the Shabbat candles. The Menorah 
should not be relit, moved or prepared, from the time Shabbat 
candles are lit, until Shabbat ends and the Havda/ah prayer is 
recited. After this time the Chanukah lights for Saturday are kindled. 

Menorah Kindling Blessings Befo,-e kindling ,he lights, mcite: 

I. Bo-rucb A-lob A-do-noi E- lo-hey-nu Me-Jech H•-o-lom A-sher Ki-di 
-sha-nu Bi- mitz-vo-sov Vi-tzi-n-ou Li-h•d-lik Ner Ch•-ou-k•h. 
Blessed are You. L-rd our G-d, King of Ibe universe, who bas sanctified us by 
His commandments, and has commanded us to kindle the lights of Chanukah. 

2. Bo-ruch A-tob A-do-ooi E-lo-bey-ou Me-Jech Ha-o-lam She- a-s• 
Ni-sim La-a-vo-sey-nu Ba-ya-mim Ha-heim Bi-z' man Ha-zeh. 
Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who wrought miracles 
for our futhers in days ofold, at this season. 

Th e following blessing is recited on the first evening 
or on the firs t time one kindles The Chanukah lights this year: 

3. Bo-rucb A-lob A-do-ooi E-lo-bei-ou Me-le<:b H•-o-lom She-be-chi-l'• 
-nu Vi-ki-yi-ms-nu Vi-hi-gi-ya-nu Li-;z'mao Ha-zeh. · 
Blessed are You, L-rd our G-d, King of the universe, who has kepi us 
alive, and has preserved us, and enabled us to reach this season. 

2013 Menorah Kindling Calendar for Rhode Island 

Fri . Nov. 29 light candles before 3 :57pm 

Shabbat Nov. 30 light after 5 :02P111 

Nightfal for the rest ofChanukah 5:00 pm 

I ' I I l !;!~~b~t· ~: JO 
•• .. •r"TT"r Havdalab is r~ited 

Blessings No. I & 2 

I I I I I l Sunday, Dec. I 
•••r'TTT! After Nightfa ll 

/ / WednesdaJ', Nov. 27 Blessings No. I & 2 

•••••••• • After Nightfall I I I j I I Blessings No.I, 2 & 3 I ., Mooday, Dec. 2 
••'T'i'TTTT After Nightfall 

I ' 
/ Thursday, :-lov. 28 Blessings No. I & 2 

• After Nightfall j I I I I I' f •••••••• Bl . N I & 2 l ., T uesday, Dec. 3 
1 2 essmgs o. •r'T!i'TTi' After Nightfall 

Friday, Nov. 29 Blessings No. l & 2 
/ / / I Ugln B,fo~ Ugbri,,g ti>< I , I I I / / 1 l Wednesday, Dec. 4 

·····rrT • ~%1:iln~:~e~.\5!~ ,.,,,,,,TTi'T After Nightfall 
Blessings No. 1 & 2 

Shuk Dreidel i•"i,hCOmmunity 
.-fa,, school 1,f rhn,j,, i.,Jan,i 

&Roll 
JOIN US FOR A FAMILY 

-~~~.~~~AH PARTY I 
• Paper cutting art by Craig Tinsky • I I • 
• Menorah thmwdown & craft activ~ies 
• Gold lor Gell 

blinginyourunusedgoldforbagofgell 
(pmceedstosupportJCOS) 

• Raffles & holiday presents for sale 
• S10/adulL SI/children (S35 rnaxllamily) 
• RSVP lo pa@jcdsrl.ory 
(if by 11/27/13 then receive t free dnnk llckel) 

All proceeds to benefit JCDS 
Co -sporn;ored by: 

r • --
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May the Hanukkah candles 
bring light to your life! 

From 
The Board of Directors and Staff of 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island 

Paul Barrette 
Executive Director 

Jeffrey Padwa 
President 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
"Putting life into living" ,m 

Celebrations Adult Day Services Center at Tamarisk, 
*Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island Outreach Program, 

Jewish Seniors Agency Women's Association, 
Shalom and Shalom II Apartments, 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence, 
To Life Center Adult Day Services at JSA, 

*The Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry 

www.jsari.org 
'paholly 11.ilded by Jewish A.liaoce cl Rhode lslcWld 
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Brotherly Love 
BY NICKY NICHTERN 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

You may not believe any of this, but let 
me tell you now ... every bit of it is true. 
On a Saturday afternoon, during that 
one week when it is so much hotter than 
all the other weeks in July, my brother 
David - my one and only, favorite, brother 
David - called me to invite me to his posh 
club to swim. He knew how much I love to 
swim since I told him that I used to swim 
every day but couldn't anymore since I 
was living in the Big Apple now. David 
has always been very thoughtful, 

Nicky Nichtern, left, 
and her brother David Nichtern 

but! was sWl touched by his remembering 
about the swimming and then following 
upon it. 

We were sitting outside on a terrace 
that went around the entire side of the 
45th floor of the Parker Meridian Hotel. 
We had just had a long, luscious side-by
side swim. As we settled into deck chairs, 
facing the late afternoon sun, I began 
to tell him how much his outstretched 
hand at the end of each lap reminded 
me of Dad's hand, doing the same exact 
thing 20 years before. The fingers were 
extended similarly and both he and Dad 
began to reach for the wall of the pool a 
stroke too early and then gave a long kick 
to glide into the final stroke before the 
turnaround move. 

We started to talk about Dad . . . and 
how much we missed him. He told me 
about dreams he'd had over the last three 
years since his death, where Dad came to 
visit him, and seemed as real as· life. I felt 
jealous because I'd not had one dream -
not one visit. 

Well, one conversation led to another. 
We usually joked around a lot but on this 
one fading summer afternoon, we really 
got into serious stuff. Nothing I'm going 
to unload on you here, but the impor
tant thing was that we were doing it. You 
know, connecting. 

Simultaneously, we realized it had got
ten dark. New York City had put on its 
night jewelry and the view was spectacu
lar. I realized how late it must have been 
for it to be so dark and I also realized how 
cold I had gotten. We had sat down hours 
before in our wet bathing suits, had only 
one towel between us and, as we started 
to get up to go inside, my sweet David 
tossed it to me. 

As we turned around to look from the 
glittering skyline inside to the club, my 
jaw dropped. I turned to look at him 
and his mouth was gaping too. The club 
was shut down and dark. Not a soul was 
around; all the lights were out and the 
glass doors were locked. 

"Okay, don't panic," he said in a pan-

icky voice. He assured me that we could 
always take one of the deck chairs and 
smash the glass door but, as we were both 
pacifists and solution-oriented people, we 
decided to check out our options first. 

FIRST PERSON 

We walked down to the end of the bal
cony, to the corner of the building and 
slowly peered around the corner. There, 
about 10 feet away was an end to our bal
cony and about 5 feet (or a million feet) 
past that was the beginning of the next 
balcony. Before he could even consider 
jumping from one ledge to the other, I told 
him not to consider it. And, as I am his 
older sister, and maybe because of some 
other reasons too, he didn't. 

We turned around and walked back 
to the place where we had begun, past 

it and down to the other end of the 
building. We peered around that 
corner, now facing downtown. 
And there, also ten feet away, was 
the end to our balcony. Only, this 

time, the abutting balcony was 
just that. It was simply a matter of 

sitting on it and swinging our legs over 
and we were on the next balcony. 

We walked to the end ofit and slow
ly peered around the third corner of 
the night. There were lights on, and 

some people, dressed to the nines, 
cocktails in hand, mingling about. 

Somewhere from inside a band was play
ing "The Girl from Ipanema." 

"Come on," he said. "We can't," I im
plored. I was wearing basic black, deco
rated with a little bit of cellulite here and 
there! 

My baby brother, the one I had looked 
after for years, smiled at me and took 
my hand firmly and we began to walk to
wards the crowded room. When we got to 
the door that took us from outside to in
side, he took me in his arms and began to 
cha-cha me into the room. For one brief 
moment I thought I was going to throw 
up, but then all of a sudden it felt just 
like it had in 1959 and we were in the Rec 
Room at Camp Kokosing, and my broth
er and I were dancing with each other 
again, doing the steps that only the kids 
from our neighborhood would know. We 
began to Lindy, and he spun me out, and 
back and forth, and all of our old routines 
were at our beck and call. As the song 
ended, he started to dip me. "Don't drop 
me," I squealed, just as I had years ago. 
And this time he didn't. 

The crowd had backed off to watch and 
wonder. We saw every face silently ask
ing, "Who are these people in bathing 
suits in the middle of the dance floor .. . 
and why are they in bathing suits in the 
middle of the dance floor at Arnie's Bar 
Mitzvah?" 

David once again took my hand and we 
walked toward the door with the neon 
red exit sign above it. I walked out first 
and turned around to make sure that he 
was right behind me. But his back was 
to me and he was facing the crowd in 
the ballroom. He raised his hand in the 
air and in a loud, clear voice, called out 
"L'Chaim!" He turned to me, grinning, 
grabbed my hand, and we ran down the 
corridor together. 

Nicky Nichtern (nickynichtern.com) 
partners with not-for-profit organiza
tions to help reinforce their missions by 
developing improved graphic communi
cations. 
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Chef shares tips for 
gluten-free holiday desserts 

Have your cake and feel good too, says award-winning baker 
BY KYRA BUSSANICH 

If there's one downside to fabulous, food
filled holiday celebrations, it's the gur
gles and groans of post-feasting indiges
tion. 

"We assume it's because we overate, 
but for a lot of people, that pain and sick 
feeling may not be about how much you 
ate but what you ate," says Kyra Bussan
ich, two-time winner of The Food Net
work's "Cupcake Wars" and author of a 
just-released recipe book, "Sweet Crav
ings: 50 Seductive Desserts for a Gluten
Free Lifestyle" (Ten-Speed Press; Ran
dom House, Inc.) 

"About 2 million Americans have ce
liac disease - an auto-immune reaction 
to gluten, the protein in wheat," says 
Bussanich, whose painful symptoms 
became life-threatening before she was 
finally diagnosed with the illness. "Most 
of those people aren't diagnosed though, 
because the symptoms look like so many 
other intestinal ailments." 

People with celiac disease must com
pletely avoid gluten, which is also in rye 
and barley, to avoid a case of painful and 
gut-damaging indigestion. But, as Har
vard Medical School reported earlier 
this year, avoiding gluten also appears 
to help people with less serious digestive 
issues. 

"It really does seem to provide some 
improvement in gastrointestinal prob
lems for a seg
ment of the 
population," 
says Harvard 
assistant pro
fessor Dr. 
Daniel Leffler. 

For Bus-
sanich, a chef, 
there was no 
choice: One 
speck of gluten 
would make 
her ill. But she 
refused to give 
up pastries, 
cakes and other treats, so she perfected 
gluten-free varieties. Her award-win
ning desserts left their flour-based com
petition in crumbs on "Cupcake Wars" 
in 2011 and 2012, and she was a runner
up on the show's "Cupca1rn Champion." 

Bussanich offers these tips for whip
ping up gluten-free baked goods this 
holiday season: 

• If you're following a recipe, don't sub
stitute the listed flour or starch with an
other type unless you're familiar with 
its properties. There are many different 
types of gluten-free flours and starches, 
including millet, sorghum and sweet 
white rice flour, and potato and tapi
oca starches. Each has its own idiosyn
crasies. For example, millet flour has a 
slightly nutty flavor and is well-suited for 
goods with a hearty texture. Sweet white 
rice flour holds moisture well and is good 
for recipes that have a slight gumminess 
to them. Potato starch is light and good 
for fluffy cakes. 

• Use eggs and butter at room tempera
ture. Eggs are often used as a binder, the 
protein that substitutes for the missing 
gluten. Eggs and butter are both easier 
to work with when used at room tem-
perature, and room-temperature egg 
whites· whip up fluffier. If you forget to 

Kyra Bu.ssanich 

pull the butter out of the refrigerator be
forehand, heat it for 7 to 12 seconds in the 
microwave. Put cold eggs in warm - not 
hot - water for 30 to 60 seconds. 

• Don't overwork batter and dough with 
xanthan gum in it. Corn-based xanthan 
gum is often used as a stabilizer and 
thickener in gluten-free baked goods, 
sauces, dressings and soups. Once this 
ingredient is added, overworking the 
dough can give it a slimy, gummy texture 

and cause it to 
Jose flavor. (A 
good substitute 
for xanthan 
gum is ground 
psy llium seed 
husk.) 

• Heat high
er, cream lon
ger for lighter 
cakes. One 
complaint peo
ple sometimes 
have about glu
ten-free baked 
goods is that 

they're too dense. To prevent this, try 
setting the oven temperature 25 degrees 
warmer than you would for flour. This 
will cause the butter in the recipe to re
lease its water as steam, which helps the 
cake rise quickly. Also, cream eggs and 
butter together longer - about 10 minutes 
more - than you would for flour cakes. 

Try some gluten-free desserts and 
maybe your holidays will be indigestion
free this year, Bussanich says. 

"If your recipe doesn't turn out won
derfully the first time, don't give up," she 
says. "I promise you, anyone can make 
delicious gluten-free desserts. It just may 
take a little practice." 
Kyra Bussanich (kyrasbakeshop.com) 
is a two-time winner of The Food Net
work's hit show, "Cupcake Wars." She 
graduated with honors from Le Cordon 
Bleu and opened her award-winning 
bakery, Kyra's Bake Shop, which fea
tures gourmet, gluten-free sweets. She _ 
has branched beyond desserts to other 
gluten-free goods in order to help those 
with celiac and other autoimmune dis
eases enjoy quality treats. 
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Everyday & Special Occasions 
Expansive & International Selection 

at 

BOTTLES 
fine wine I cocktails I craft beer 

141 Pitmon Street, Providence RI 
( 401) 372-2030 
www.bottlesfinewine.com 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 1 0pm 
Sunday 10pm - 6pm 
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Kedem 
Concord 
Grape Juice 
64 fl. oz. btl. 

Empire 
Kosher 
Frozen 
Turkeys 
10-20 lbs. avg. wt. 
Limit1 

Lieber's 
Dreidels 
Candy filled Dreidel, 
2oz. 

Kedem 
Tea Biscuits 
All Flavors, 
4.2 oz. pkg. 21s100 

Golden Blintzes 
or Pierogies 
All Varieties, 
13-16oz. pkg. 

Elite 
Coins 
or Manischewitz 
Chocolate coins 
All Varieties, 
.53 oz. bag 

4/$100 

Kedem 
Sparkling 
Juice 
All Varieties 
25.4 fl. oz. btl. 

Gefen 
Applesauce 
Natural or Regular 
23-24 oz. pkg. 

Acme Nova 
Smoked 
Salmon 
Previously Frozen, 
4 oz. pkg. 

3/$400 

Tabatchnick 
Broth 
Select Varieties, 
32 fl. oz. cont. 

Tabatchnick 
Frozen Soup 
14.5-15oz 

Crisco 
Oil 
Canola. Vegetable 
or Natural Blends, 
48 fl. oz. btl . 

• 

-Golden 
Potato Pancakes 
All Varieties 
10,5 oz. pkg s2~~ 

Manischewitz 
Potato 
Pancake Mix 
Select Varieties, 
6 oz. pkg. 

Premium 
Yukon Gold 
Potatoes 
Large Size, Great for 
Latkes, Roasting or 
Mashing, 5 lb. bag 

The Jewish Voice 

;21~-. 
" 

~ 

Single Layer 
Chanukah Cake 

s5~~ 
Streit's 
Chanukah 
Candles 

[~ l 
CHANUKAHI 

CANDLES 
44 ct. pkg. 

Goodman's . 
Soup Mix 
Assorted Varieties, 
2.75-4 oz. pkg. 

.. ' , 

Use your card and save on items on this page. We sell both kosher and non-kosher foods. Some items not available in some stores. While supplies last. Prices good November 16- December 20, 2012. 

~ Stops.Shop· stopandshop.com 
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Sweet potato recipes for 
Thanksgivukkah 

Rhode Island's own cookbook 
author extraordinaire Joan Na
than shares her favorite sweet 
potato recipes from her cook- / 
books. 

With Thanksgivukkah 
around the corner, I have 
already been bombarded \ 
with requests for my fa- l 
vorite sweet potato recipes 
from my Jewish cookbooks. 
Here are my four favorites: my 
100-year-old mother's standard 
sweet potato casserole with 
marshmallows and pineapples 
from the original "Jewish Holi
day Kitchen," a southwestern 
tsimmes with cilantro stuffed 
in Anaheim chilies from chef 
Lenard Rubin, a curried sweet 
potato latke from the New Pros
pect Cafe in Park Slope Brook
lyn, both from "Jewish Cook
ing in America" and Moroccan 
Sweet Potatoes and Vegetables 
from "Joan Nathan's Jewish 
Holiday Cookbook." All of these 
are great side dishes for turkey. 

Of course, when I make my 
sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts) 
this year on November 27, the 
first night of Hanukkah, I'll fill 
them with apples, pecan pie fill
ing, or maybe speculoos spread. 
Happy Thanksgivukkah! 

Sweet-Potato Tsimmes 
with Pineapples from 

"The Jewish Holiday Kitchen" 
4 sweet potatoes 2 tablespoons 

butter or pareve margarine 1 
, 8-ounce can crushed pineapple, 
1 undrained 1/2 teaspoon salt 1 
tablespoon brown sugar Papri
ka or marshmallows 

1. Boil sweet potatoes in their 
jackets until cooked. When 
done, cool, peel, and mash. Stir 
in the butter or margarine. Fold 
in pineapple, salt, and brown 
sugar. 

2. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
3. Grease a medium casserole 

and spoon in mixture. Either 
sprinkle with paprika or, for a 
sweeter taste, place marshmal
lows on top, pressing gently into 

the sweet potatoes, and cook 10 
minutes or until the marshmal
lows are golden brown. 

Serves 6 to 8. 

Newish Jewish: Southwestern 
Tsimmes Stuffed in Chilies From 
"Jewish Cooking in America" 
1/4 pound pitted prunes 6 

medium peeled carrots, cut in 
chunks 3 medium sweet pota
toes (about 2 pounds), peeled 
and diced 6 tablespoons hon
ey 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 1/2 tea
spoon cinnamon 1/2 teaspoon 
salt 1 tablespoon lemon juice 1/4 
cup orange juice 2 tablespoons 
chopped cilantro 12 green or 
red Anaheim chilies 

1. Mix all the ingredients ex
cept the cilantro and the chil
ies in a greased 3-quart baking 
dish. 

2. Cover and bake in a pre
heated 250-degree oven, stir
ring occasionally, until the veg
etables ate soft, but not mushy, 
about 2 hours. Let cool. 

3. Using a fork or a potato 
masher, mash the mixture 
coarsely with the chopped ci
lantro to facilitate stuffing into 
the chilies. This can be pre
pared a day ahead. 

4. Place the chilies on a cookie 
sheet in a preheated 450-degree 
oven. Roast for about 20 min
utes, turning occasionally, or 
until the skin is black. Remove 
to a plastic or paper bag and 
leave until cool. Peel off the 
skin. 

5. With a sharp knife, make a 
slit from the bottom of the stem 
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Advance Registration Required 
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Vegetarian wut Kosher? 

A Double Mitzvah! 

Plant Based • Locally Sourced • Seasonally Inspired 

727 East ave. Pawtucket, Rl 02860 

401-726-2826 

to the point of each chili. 
6. Gently scrape out the seeds 

and rinse the inside of the chili. 
7. Pat each chili dry and 

stuff with chopped tsimmes so 
that each chili is slightly over
stuffed, causing the slit in the 
chili to open, exposing the fill
ing. 

8. Bake in a preheated 350-de
gree oven for 10 to 15 minutes. 
Alternately, you can merely 
put the stuffing mixture in a 
greased flat casserole, approxi
mately 9- by 13-inch, and bake 
in a 350-degree oven for about 
20 minutes or unW it is warm. 

Yield: 10 to 12 servings 
Curried Sweet Potato 

Latkes From "Jewish Cooking 
in America" 

1 pound sweet potatoes, 
peeled 1/2 cup all-purpose 
flour 2 teaspoons sugar 1 tea
spoon brown sugar 1 teaspoon 
baking powder 1/2 teaspoon 
cayenne powder 2 teaspoons 
curry powder 1 teaspoon 
ground cumin Salt and freshly 
ground pepper to taste 2 large 
eggs, beaten 1/2 cup milk (ap
proximately) Peanut oil for fry
ing 

l. Grate the sweet potatoes 
coarsely. In a separate bowl mix 
the flour, sugar, brown sugar, 
baking powder, cayenne pep
per, curry powder, cumin, and 
salt and pepper. 

2. Add the eggs and just 
enough milk to the dry ingredi
ents to make a stiff batter. Add 
the potatoes and mix. The bat-

ter should be moist but not run
ny; if too stiff, add more milk. 

3. Heat 1/4 inch of peanut oil 
in a frying pan unW it is barely 
smoking. Drop in the batter by 
tablespoons and flatten. Fr y 
over medium-high heat several 
minutes on each side until gold
en. Drain on paper towels and 
serve. 

Yield: 16 three-inch pancakes 

Moroccan Sweet Potatoes and 
Vegetables From "Joan Nathan's 

Jewish Holiday Cookbook" 
4 large onions, sliced thick

ly 2 tablespoons vegetable 
oil One 15-ounce can chickpeas, 
drained 1 pound acorn squash, 
pumpkin, or carrots, peeled, 
cubed and microwaved for 5 
minutes 1-2 sweet potatoes or 
yams, peeled cubed, and micro
waved for 5 minutes 1/4 cup rai
sins 1/4 cup sugar 2 teaspoons 
cinnamon 

L Preheat the oven to 375 de
grees and grease a 9 by 13-inch 
casserole. 

2. Saute the onions in the oil 
until golden. 

3. Put the chickpeas and on
ions in the bottom of the cas
serole. Cover with the remain
ing vegetables and raisins. 
Sprinkle with the sugar and 
cinnamon, and add a little oil, if 
desired. 

4. Bake for 30 minutes, cov
ered, and another 20 min
utes uncovered, or unW well 
browned. 

Serves 10 to 12 as a side dish. 

We want to be sure you never give up hope ...... or pizza. 

Hope Street Pizza has been your East Side neighbor for 14 years. 

If we've never met you, we want to. If you're already a friend, we want you to stay that way. 

~ ---------- -- ---- ---- -- -----------------, 

~ , -r, ch 
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of 6 visits and get S20 off THE JEWISH VOICE: 
your 7th! 
Exclusive off et to~ readers ocrahcro O 0 

Clip this card or stop in 
to request one for $20 off! 

HOPE STREET 
PIZZA 
& 
FAMILY 
RESTAURANT 

Try our infamous pizza, grinders, salads, 
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772 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 

401-273-5955 
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Friday - Saturday 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 a.m. 

• • • • • • • • Saki Meltsakos, Owner 
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Five desserts good enough to enter in a contest 
Make these treats for your family to savor on Hanukkah 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
IMissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

The following recipes competed 
for the top prize in The Temple 
Beth-El's World Series of Jew
ish Desserts. (See the Novem
ber 8 issue of The Jewish Voice.) 

Robin Homonoff's 
Sour Cream Walnut Cake 

This recipe belonged to
Homonoff's grandmother, who 
advised that the most impor
tant ingredient was to bake 
with Jove. The cake received a 
special mention at the contest. 

I NGREDIENTS 
2 sticks butter or margarine 
2 cups sugar 
4 eggs 
1 pint sour cream 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
3 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking soda 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
Mix separately: 
2 cups coarse walnuts 
1 ½ teaspoon cinnamon 
8 full teaspoons sugar 

PROCESS 
Sift together the dry ingredi

ents. Cream butter and sugar, 
then add one egg at a time. Add 
vanilla. Then alternate flour 
mix with sour cream. Mix well. 
Pour half the cake mix into a 
greased and floured tube, then 
sprinkle half the nut mix. ,l\dd 
the rest of the cake mix. Top 
with the rest of the nut mix. 
Bake at 325°F for one hour and 
15 minutes. Do a toothpick test. 

Esther Heckler's 
Sour Cream Coffee Cake 

Esther Heckler was a good 
friend of Laura B. Levinson's 
mother, Sylvia Belmarsh Levin
son. According to family lore, 
Heckler's coffee cake was the 
best around and both daughter 
and mother made the dessert 
quite often for many differ
ent occasions. Now Levinson's 
daughter, Sylvia L Catania, also 
bakes the cake. Even though 
Levinson's mother and Esther 
Heckler have passed away, the 

I lappy 
Hanukkah 

G, cqgsUSArum 

E Pr ov1den(e Warwick N Kingst own 
438 5700 467 5700 294 5700 

family remembers them each 
time they remove the recipe 
from the old metal file box. 

I NGREDIENTS 
3 cups flour 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
3 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 cup margarine or unsalted 

butter 
1 cup sugar 
3 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 1/4 cups sour cream 

FOR LAYERING: 

2 squares ground chocolate 
(unsweetened) 

1/2 cup ground nuts (pecans 
or walnuts) 

1/ 2 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 

PROCESS 
Cream margarine with sug

ar (about 4 minutes). Add eggs 
one at a time. Add sour cream, 
alternating with the flour mix
ture. Add vanilla. Layer with 
chocolate, ground nuts, sugar, 
cinnamon. Bake in a Bundt pan 
for one hour at 350°F. Cool in 
pan. 

Debbie Waldman's 
Chocolate Banana Kugel 

Waldman makes this special 
dessert for her family since 
some of her loved ones have al
lergies, and this kugel is gluten
and nut-free. 

I GREDIENTS 
1 tablespoon butter 
1 pound gluten-free rice pasta 
6 medium eggs 
½ cup sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

2PAULSCITYGRILLE. COM 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup sour cream 
1 cup cottage cheese 
11 ounces evaporated milk 
8 ripe bananas, partially 

mashed 
3 cups mini semisweet choco

late chips 
PROCESS 

Holding the butter with a 
paper napkin, rub it on all the 
inside surfaces of a 9" by 15" 
dish. Boil 10 quarts water with 
1 tablespoon canola oil. Cook 
the pasta for 10-15 minutes un
W it's a little softer than chewy, 
but not mushy. Drain and don't 
rinse. Set aside. The pasta 
should still be hot when added 
to the main mixture. 

In the largest bowl, beat the 
eggs with a whisk, then whisk 
in the ingredients in the follow
ing order: sugar, cinnamon, va
nilla extract, sour cream, cot
tage cheese, evaporated milk. 
Stir well. 

Pour half of the mixture into 
the baking dish, then pour the 
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remaining chocolate chips gen
tly over the mixture, taking 
care to cover all edges. Sprinkle 
the rest of the chips evenly on 
the rest of the surface and pour 
in the remaining mixture. 

Bake at 350°F for 45-50 min
utes until the top is golden and 
a toothpick comes out clean. 
Serve warm or at room temper
ature. Top with whipped cream, 
sour cream, or banana yogurt. 

Passover Chocolate Mandelbrot 
Cantor Judy Seplowin and 

her daughter, Jessica Kalish, 
make this dessert on Passover 
since the recipe calls for matzo 
meal instead of flour. 

I NGREDIENTS 
2 cups white sugar 
1 cup margarine 
6eggs 
2 ¾ cups matzo meal 
¾ cup potato starch 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 cup chopped walnuts (op

tional) 
2 cups semisweet chocolate 

chips 
TOPPING: 

2 teaspoons white sugar 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

PROCESS 
Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease 

a large cookie sheet. In a large 
bowl, cream together the two 
cups sugar and margarine un
til smooth. Beat in eggs, one at 
a time, mixing well after each 
one. Combine the cake meal, po
tato starch and salt; stir into the 
creamed mixture. Mix in wal
nuts and chocolate chips (the 
mixture will be heavy). Form 
into two long oval loaves. Place 
onto the prepared baking sheet. 
Sprinkle the top with a mixture 
of two teaspoons sugar and cin
namon. Bake for 50 to 55 min
utes (until the toothpick comes 
out clean). 

Tip: you can slice the loaves 
into half-inch slices, put back 
on the baking sheet, sprinkle 
with more cinnamon sugar and 
bake for 20-30 minutes at 250°F 
to dry them out. Tastes like 
biscotti! 

s~\NG COFFEE{) 

Chocolate Caramel Matzo 
Crunch (aka Matzo Crack) 

Ruby Shalansky competed 
against her daughter-in-law, 
Emily Torgan-Shalansky, with 
this recipe. 

INGREDIENTS 
4 to 5 pieces of matzo 
1 cup firmly packed dark 

brown sugar 
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted but

ter 
1 cup chopped bittt!rsweet 

chocolate (or semisweet choco
late chips) 

toppings (as desired) 
P ROCESS 

Preheat the oven to 375°F and 
line a baking sheet with alumi
num foil and/or parchment pa
per. Place the matzo in one layer 
on the baking sheet, breaking it 
when necessary to fill the pan 
completely. Set aside. 

In a large sauce pan, melt 
the butter and brown sugar 
over medium heat, stirring 
constantly. Once the mixture 
reaches a boil, continue to cook 
for an additional three minutes, 
still stirring, until thickened 
and just starting to pull away 
from the sides of the pan. Re
move from heat and pour over 
the matzo, spreading an even 
layer with a heatproof spatula. 

Put the pan in the oven, then 
imrpediately turn the heat 
down to 350°F. Bake for 15 min
utes, watching to make sure it 
doesn't burn. If it looks like it's 
starting to burn, turn the heat 
down to 325°F. While it's cook
ing, resist all urges to scrape 
the pan with extra pieces of 
matzo. You will burn yourself. 
Trust us. 

After 15 minutes, the toffee 
should have bubbled up and 
turned a rich golden brown. 
Remove from the oven and im
mediately sprinkle the choco
late over the pan. Let sit for five 
minutes, then spread the melted 
chocolate with a spatula. If you 
wish, you can add your favorite 
toppings while the chocolate is 
still warm. 

Let cool completely, then 
break into smaller pieces and 
store in an airtight container. 

~o~ ff. ~J-

CO ll ee fri~ndly eonv~rsalions 
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www.thecoffeeexchange.com 

207 Wickenden Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
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Thanksgiving through the eyes of an Israeli 
BY MATAN GRAFF 

PROVIDENCE - Before com
ing to the United States, I had 
heard a little about Thanks
giving. As a kid, I loved watch
ing American TV shows and 
movies. Every year, I used to 
see the characters celebrat
ing the holiday, gathering 
around the table as one big 
family and eating turkey. 
But I really couldn't under
stand how celebrating this 
holiday would feel. Celebrat
ing the high holidays or even 
Hanukkah was a great expe
rience here, and to me, it was 
almost the same as celebrating 
these holidays in Israel. 

So I came to the United States 
and, along with teaching about 
Israel, I've started learning 
about the U.S. and about liv
ing here. I really think that it 
goes both ways. I'm asked at 
least five times a day questions 
like "What is it like to Jive in 
Israel?" "What do you miss the 
most?" "What is your favorite 
food?" And, or course, more. 
But I almost never get ques
tions like: "What's your favor
ite baseball team?" (Red Sox!) 
"What's your favorite Ameri
can food?" (Hard to choose, 
there are too many options) or 
just, "Are you enjoying the cold 
weather?" (It 's too cold. Where 
is the sun when you need it?) 

The truth is that I really en
joy Jiving here and one of the 
reasons is that our community 
is just like one big family. 

And Thanksgiving is all 
about family. I see people get
ting ready to go home - mak-

ing phone calls to make sure 
every member of the family 
will be able to come and spend 
the weekend with his entire 
family. I come from a big but 
close family and I can really 
relate to this holiday. There is 
nothing better than spending 
time with your family. 

This will be my second 
Thanksgiving celebration. But 
there are still some parts of 
the holiday that I can't really 
fully under stand , such as the 
football and basketbal l games 
during Thanksgiving weekend 
(don't the team members have 
family to spend time with?) or 
Black Fr iday (the only time 
in Israel you'll find people 
standing in Jines all night to 
buy something is the day af
ter Passover) or making ever y 
type of food pumpkin flavored. 

One aspect of Thanksgiving I 
can really relate to, as one who 
grew up on farm in a Moshav in 
Israel, is being thankful for the 

har vest and crops. It reminded 
me of Sukkot, which is also a 
holiday of harvest. But thank 
God we don't need to sit in the 
sukkah when it's that cold out. 
Bottom line - I think that any 
time that brings a family to
gether is a good time. Now, 
when I'm 6,000 miles away 
from my beloved fa mily, I can 
really appreciate them, and 
I think that every one of us 
should appreciate their fami
lies, as well. 

This year, just like last ye\lr , 
I'm going to celebrate Than s
giving with my family here in 
Rhode Island. And I'm sure 
that I'm going to have a great 
time. 

I want to wish all of us Chag 
Hanukkah Sameach (Happy 
Hanukkah) and of course - En
joy! 

Matan Graff (mgraf@jew
ishallianceri.org) is the Israeli 
Sha!iach (Emissary) to Rhode 
Island. 
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Israel's Ethiopian Jewish community celebrates annual Sigdholiday in Jerusalem 
BY SHAI AFSAI 

JERUSALEM, Israel - This year 
I was fortunate to make a second 
pilgrimage to Israel in order to 
celebrate the annual Sigd holi
day of Ethiopian Jewry and to 
study with several qessotch, the 
priests who are its traditional 
spiritual leaders. 

The Sigd, which took place on 
October 31, commemorates and 
is based on the renewal of the 
covenant between God and the 
Jewish people that followed the 
return of the Jews to the land of 
Israel from the Babylonian exile, 
as described in the biblical book 
of Nehemiah. 

"The Sildis my answer 
to those who question 
our Jewishness." 

During the holiday, thousands 
of Ethiopian Jews from across 
l srael gather at Jerusalem's 
Armon Hanatziv Promenade, 
which overlooks the Old City of 
Jerusalem. The Sigd services are 
conducted there by the qessotch, 
who chant prayers and praises in 
the ancient Ethiopian Ge'ez and 
Agau languages. 

PHOTOS I ILENE PERLMAN 

Shai Afsai and Adgo Salehu at Jerusalem's Armon Hanatziu 
Promenade during the Sigd 

Qes Auihu Azariah, chairman of the Council of Kohanim of 
Ethiopian Jewry in Israel, delivers a speech. Holding the parasol 

is Qes Efraim Zion-Lawi, theji.rst Israeli-born qes. 

In addition , the qessotch read 
selections from the Bible, includ
ing passages describing the giv
ing of the Ten Commandments 
on Mount Sinai and the return 
of the Jews from the Babylonian 

exile. The passages are first read 
aloud from handwritten Ge'ez 
texts and are then translated 
into Amharic for the benefit of 
the congregation, as that is the 
first language of many Ethiopian 
Jews. 

"Sigd" means bowing or pros
tration in Ge'ez, and the service 
includes frequent bowing and 
prostration on the part of wor
shipers. 

Among those attending this 
year's Sigd celebration was the 

newly appointed Rishon Lezion, 
the Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Is
rael, Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef. His fa
ther, the late Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 
who was a Sephardi Chief Rabbi , 
passed away on October 7, at the 
age of 93. 

The late Rabbi Ovadia Yosef 
was considered a great supporter 
and friend of Ethiopian Jews, 
having issued rabbinic rulings 
that paved the way for their mass 
aliyah to the state of Israel and 
reiterated that they are Jews ac-

cording to halakhah (Jewish re
ligious law). 

When it was announced that 
Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef had arrived 
at the Armon Hanatziv Prom
enade, a ripple of ululations 
spread through the crowd of wor
shipers, and people rose as a sign 
of respect upon seeing him. 

Wearing the traditional hat 
and embroidered robe of a Ris
hon Lezion, Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef 
joined the qessotch on the plat
form from which they conduct 

Super Sunday is a day when our community comes 
together to do what's right - to raise money to help 
those in need and strengthen our Jewish community. 

Money raised during Super Sunday goes into the Alliance Annual Campaign. In other words, 
we use it to help people. 

Instead of focusing on one need, we look at the community as a whole. This way your donation 
helps the issues you're aware of as well as those that ore less obvious, but no less important. 

the Sigd services, and offered his 
greetin gs. 

"I wish to bless you on the occa
sion of your holiday," he told the 
worshipers. "There is nothing 
greater than that there be unity 
in the nation of Israel. Thank 
God, we have merited that there 
be an ingathering of exiles . . . . 
For two thousand years we 
longed for this thing .... Thank 
God, there are now over six mil
lion Jews in the Land oflsrael." 

SIGD I 23 

Being aware of the growing and changing needs in our community and creating solutions to meet them is something 
in which we toke great pride. This is all possible because of the generosity of people like you. 

On Super Sunday answer the call - make a difference. 
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From left to right: Qes Semai Elias (director of the Council of Kohanim of Ethiopian Jewry in Israel), 
Rabbi Shahar Aylin, Rabbi Yosef Hadane (Chief Rabbi of the Ethiopian Jewish community), and 

Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef (the Chief Sephardi Rabbi of Israel) 

FROMPAGE22 SIGD 
Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef used the 

occasion to remember his late 
father. "I wish to mention my 
father, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, who 
issued the rabbinic ruling that 
the Jews of Ethiopia are Jews in 
every sense, basing himself on 
the words of the Radbaz (Rabbi 
David ben Shelomo ibn Zimra) 
and Rabbi (Yaakov) Castro and 
others," the Sephardi Chief Rab
bi said. 

He explained that his father 
had issued that historic ruling 

"We want the entire 
Jewish nation to 
saf e1uard this 
herita1e." 

"in order to safeguard the Juda
ism of the nation oflsrael and ·the 
uniqueness of the nation of Isra-

el." Chief Rabbi Yosef then urged 
the qessotch to continue laboring 
for Judaism and the Torah, and 
to "strengthen your entire holy 
congregation." 

Other speakers at the Sigd cel
ebration included two new Knes
set (Israeli parliament) members 
from the Ethiopian Jewish com
munity: Penina Tamanu-Shata, 
who is Deputy Speaker of the 
Knesset, and Shimon Solomon. 

"I am proud and moved to be 
standing before you . . . on the 

ISRAEL 

Sigd holiday, a holiday that sym
bolizes for us the renewal of the 
covenant and our love for the 
Land (of Israel) ... which is the 
undisputed home of all of us," 
MK Tamanu-Shata said. 

She also took the opportunity 
to remember the late Rabbi Ova
dia Yosef. "I wish to express sor
row about the death of the Gadol 

November 22, 2013 I 23 

Hadar Ovadia Yosef. There are 
many things I could say about 
Maran," she continued, refer
ring to the rabbi by one of his 
popular titles. She noted that 
"he treaded where others did not 
tread" and that among other bold 
moves, "he is the one who ruled 
unequivocally .. . that the Jews 

SIGD I 42 
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What do Hasids, Harry 
Belafonte and the German ice 

skating team have in common? 
They all sing (or skate) to the tune of 

''Hava Nagila".' 

BY PAULA SIGAL 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

credible journey is featured in 
"Hava Nagila (The Movie)," an 
upbeat, spirited film premier
ing in Providence on Dec. 7. 

This song is instantly recog
nizable to us, but what do we 
know of its origins? In fact, it 
took a couple of hundred years 
to travel from an Eastern Euro
pean Hasidic shtetl to the inter
national world stage. That in-

Arts Emanu-El at Temple 
Emanu-El is sponsoring 
Providence's first screening of 
"Hava Nagila," a documentary 

THE MOVIE I 25 
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that critics hail as authentic, 
informative and fun. The event 
begins at 6:30 p.m., is open to the 
public, and includes an Israeli 
buffet, the movie and Israeli 
dancing to live klezmer music. 

"In Poland, following the 
Christian Feast of Corpus 
Christi in the town of Rzeszow, 
many thousands gather yearly 
to culminate their observance 
with the concert "One Heart -
One Spirit." Their selections 
are chosen because beautiful 
music can be inspiring, build 
community and move the spirit. 
In 2010, one of their selections 
reads: "Let's rejoice, Let's re
joice and be happy; Let's sing, 
Let's sing and be happy; Awake, 
awake, brothers ... with a happy 
heart." Yes, a moving message 
to the spirit; and, it belongs to 
our traditional "Rava Nagila." 

The film tells more. After 
World War I in Jerusalem, the 
Turks were out, the British 
were in, there was the Balfour 
Declaration, and the Yishuv 
wanted to celebrate! Avraham 
Zvi ldelsohn, the father of Jew-

ish musicology, was in Jerusa
lem at the right time and place. 

He put lyrics to a wordless 
niggun, giving birth to our 
"Rava Nagila." And yes, these 
passionate Zionists yearned to 
evoke "new hope" not only with 
song, but also with "Rava Nag
ila," the dance! A cultural phe
nomenon - with its feet firmly 
established in our Jewish tradi
tion. 

Our "Rava Nagila," as with 
Ravel's "Bolero," begins with 
a slow tempo, melody and re
petitive theme that increases in 
momentum, pace and volume 
until we experience a height
ened sense of joyous unity. 
Sometimes we feel reticent in 
joining in the circle, but as our 
purposeful lockstep follows , 
with hands held, bodies swing
ing, embracing the spirit freely, 
we come to the center as a unit, 
and acknowledge that this is 
our tradition. 

From the mountain tops of 
Venezuela to the forests of Ro
mania to ice skating competi
tions - wherever people de-

181 Wayland Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 
401-861-1414 • www.reliablegold.com 

sire to use music that bridges 
cultures, with vocals, dance, 
philharmonic orchestration, 
klezmer or jazz bands, bag
pipes or the haunting voices 
of the woodwinds - our "Rava 
Nagila" is chosen. 

Allow that familiar melody 
to infuse our communal spirit 

ARTS 

- attend the Providence pre
mier of "Hava Nagila (The Mov
ie)." Tickets are S20 and include 
the movie, dinner and dancing 
to live music. There is a reser
vation deadline of Dec. 3. 

To purchase tickets: send 
check to Temple Emanu-El, 99 

November 22, 2013 I 25 

Taft Ave., Prov., RI 02906, note: 
"Rava Nagila"; go to teprov.org; 
or call the synagogue office at 
331-1616. 

Paula Sigal is a mem
ber of the Arts Emanu
el Committee of Temple Ema
nu-El. 
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Conereeation AeudasAchin 

¥ 
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FROM PAGE 1 LAD IN 
important information was 
going to be presented, it would 
be complemented by Ladin's 
sense of humor and willingness 
to poke fun at herself. 

The presentation was open 
and welcoming. When techni
cal difficulties with the micro
phone occurred, Ladin began 
using a substitute mic, acci
dentally dropping the one that 
was not working. As soon as 
the broken mic fell, it became 
functional , screeching into the 
air. Ladin remarked to general 
amusement, "Now it's on!" 

Ladin's presentation was the 
first public program in our com
munity addressing the trans
gender issue. She was thankful 
for the opportunity to speak, 
saying that it's very brave for a 
Jewish organization to host an 
event of this nature and to be 
willing to talk about differenc
es, which are just being recog
nized and for which there is not 
yet language. She said that, as 
a child, she couldn't imagine an 
occurrence of the sort because 
she didn't know there were peo
ple like her. 

Growing up with a fundamen
tal and unusual distinction, the 
boy (Ladin) tried to relate to 
other boys and unsuccessfully 
hide his awkwardness with
in the milieu of toy cars and 
swords. Identifying with girls, 
the boy was met with further 
reproach when he tried social
izing with them - they would 
giggle and run away, thinking 
he was trying to kiss them. Be
cause of the way Ladin looked, 
the girls were uncomfortable 

around little Jay, as Ladin was 
then called. 

Ladin explains that we make 
intimate assumptions about 
people's bodies based on gender 
cues. By the age of six, Jay still 
didn't think there was anybody 
else like him. Feeling that he 
was this other being - not a hu
man one - the boy instinctively 
knew that being female was dan
gerous because people would 
be horrified by the cognitive 
dissonance. Ladin was caught 
in a Catch-22 - Jay couldn't be 
true to himself because of the 
adverse reaction he'd receive, 
and he couldn't please others 
by staying silent because of the 
anguish he felt while in hiding. 
In an essay titled, "What Was a 
Nice Jewish Girl Like Me Doing 
in a Man's Body?" Ladin writes, 
"When I was for myself alone, 
what was I? A wish, a longing, a 
perversion. To become myself, 
I needed to be for, with, among 
others." Sadly, Ladin didn't 

"It is not possible to 
feel comfortable in 
a body that doesn't 
reflect your gender 
identity." 

reach this understanding until 
her adult years. 

During Jay's childhood in 
the 1960s, doctors thought that 
transsexuals could be cured by 
shock therapy. While desperate 
to unburden himself by reveal-

ing his true identity, the boy 
forced himself to suppress his 
difference. Besides fearing os
tracism, Jay felt an obligation to 
his family to conceal the truth. 
On top of all these intricacies, 
the boy was grappling with the 
constant nagging that his feel
ing, however powerful, might 
be an illusion. 

Cut off from people because 
of the belief that he was one of a 
kind and that, if discovered, he 
would no longer be loved, Jay 
founC: solace in Judaism. After 
all, being Jewish meant being 
connected to people like him. 
Attending temple offered Jay a 
way to avoid feeling cut off from 
the world. The boy was thrilled 
that this 3,000-year-old religion 
was even weirder than he was 
and became enamored with it. 

Growing up with a socialist 
Brooklyn unionist father who 
conducted Seders with a tilted 
kippah and a Maxwell House 
haggadah, Ladin said, "It [be
ing religious] was a way of be
ing different from my family 
they couldn't criticize me for." 

Little Jay treasured his con
versations with God, whose 
presence was apparent to the 
boy: "I was pretty sure that I 
didn't exist but God did." Par
ticipating in congregation and 
reading the Torah, Jay was 
hooked despite being the only 
young person in the shul. Jok
ing, Ladin explained Jay's 
appeal to the older temple 
members, "I was the next gen
eration. I was the next seven 
generations." The boy identi
fied with the writings because 
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Dr. Joy Ladin 

he felt the book was "about of them. Ladin experienced 
someone who has terrible social such treatment firsthand when 
problems because of not having Yeshiva University placed 
a body." Since he too lacked a her on involuntary leave, not 
body (i.e., he was neither male allowing her on campus of the 
nor female), the boy felt invis- institution, which had recently 
ible. Jay liked the fact that Jews given her tenure. Ladin's 
understand God by accepting students complained to the 
that He's not human; J,adin said dean about the discrimination 
with a smile, "To me, the Torah - after all, for Orthodox people 
was all about trans people." to disrespect a human this 

While at peace with Judaism, way is akin to desecrating 
Ladin takes issue with the the religion. The school 
Orthodox rabbis who are only agreed to let Ladin return to 
beginning to acknowledge teaching after she sent a letter 
transgender people. They range demanding to be allowed back. 
between rabbis who say that While her struggle ended in 
Ladin is like them and only victory, Ladin knows that many 
thinks that she's different, trans people suffer in fear. She 
and those who claim that, if 
she is different, she's not part STRUGGLE I 27 

FROM 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
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FROM PAGE 26 STRUGGLE 
usually suggests to transgender 
Orthodox youths who are living 
in hiding to go to a Chabad 
House, which has a "no-Jew-left
behind policy." Careful to avoid 
generalizations, Ladin brought 
up Rabbi Steve Greenberg as an 
example of someone who is gay 
and Orhodox. She stated that he 
provides a powerful statement 
in his open lifestyle. 

Because she prefers to talk to 
the source, Ladin made a cov
enant with 

and error need to come into 
play. 

Ladin feels that shame is a 
great enemy to progress with 
regards to education about the 
trans lifestyle, a subject that 
is "on the bleeding edge of so
cial change." She elaborated 
that gender is born when we 
adapt ourselves to the terms 
culture provides for us. Ladin 
experienced an epiphany when 

she realized that 
trans identity is 

God, prom
ising Him, 
"I will see 
you as real 

THROUGH THE DOOR OF LIFE 
not complicated 
for Jews since 
Jewish identity 
is not fixed or 
stable. Instead, 
it's a journey 
through a num
ber of different 
possibilities. 

A 1nnSM JOUUll 9(1W[[lt G[MOllS 

if you see 
me as real." 
She thinks 
that accep
tance has 
to happen at 
the level of 
families and 
communi
ties. There is 
no one-size
fits-all ap
proach - we 
must figure 
out how to ac
commodate a 
wide range of 
gender identity issues. Ladin 
said that while she now fits into 
the category of trans people who 
are physically capable of not be
ing recognized as born males, 
other cases are challenging 
Jewish communities that have 
elaborate social systems based 
on gender differences. Ladin 
brought up homeless shelters as 
an example - they're divided by 
gender, thus making it impos
sible for transgender homeless 
children to stay in them. She 
believes that, to make a safe 
haven for everyone, much hard 
work, mutual respect and trial 

She clarified 
that, while 
brand-new and 
confusing, 
trans identity 
is also just an
other category. 
When Ladin 
outgrew her 
childhood 
wish to bl;!

come female , she discov
ered that she could be some
thing greater - a human. 

Ladin's transformation cost 
her dearly. In the process of 
transitioning, she temporarily 
lost her job as an English pro
fessor, he'r marriage fell apart 
and she experienced tremen
dous amounts of physical pain, 
a feeling new to her since she 
was accustomed to numbing 
herself. However, despite the 
sacrifices, Ladin sees her deci
sion as a matter oflife and death 
- she shared that she even took 
out a life insurance policy, but 
later discovered it had a two-

H appy Hanukkah 
~ FROM ~ 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

PETER F. KILMARTIN 

year waiting clause for suicide. 
Unfortunately, Ladin's ex

wife couldn't understand that 
the transition was not a whim 
like buying a red dress instead 
of a red sports car. In her book, 
"Sex Changes: A Memoir of 
Marriage, Gender, and Mov
ing On," Christine Benvenu
to writes that her ex-husband 
"never called his midlife crisis 
a midlife crisis. He represented 
it as a kind of gender sneeze, an 
involuntary explosion in reac
tion tc the mounting irritation 
of inhabiting an identity that 
didn't feel like his. In other 
words, a midlife crisis. It erupt
ed in the middle of our lives. It 
was a crisis." 

COMMUNITY 

While counting down the days 
to kill herself, Ladin had a con
versation with a friend who sug
gested she see a therapist. After 
Ladin met with the therapist, 
who ultimately saved her life, 
she understood that her chil
dren would be better off with a 
transgender parent than they 
would with a dead one; the ther
apist didn't mince words, "Your 
children need you to stay alive 
so that they can reject you." 
When, after the transition, La
din complained to the therapist 
about mundane troubles with 
her employer and with her girl
friend, the therapist said, "This 
is what you didn't kill yourself 
to do." 

November 22, 2013 I _27 

However pedestrian these ev
eryday issues are, Ladin feels 
that her decision was the right 
one. She said, "It is not possible 
to feel comfortable in a body 
that doesn't reflect your gender 
identity." Acknowledging that 
Torah prohibits cross-dressing 
and that halakhah forbids body 
mutilation, Ladin continues to 
communicate with God, work
ing through her unease by 
writing poetry. A transgender 
people's Garcia Lorca, Ladin 
addresses God in "Psalms," 
"You remember your wish/ To 
understand/ How the creatures 
you love so much/ Could ever 
wonder where you are/ When 
you are all around us." 

The \liriam Hospital 
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BY RABBI MOSHE MONES 

As has been discussed, Thanks
giving and the first day of Ha
nukkah fall on the same date 
this year - Thursday, Novem
ber 28. It has also been estab
lished that this is indeed a rare 
event. But let's take a closer 
look at this seemingly random 
phenomenon: 

Thanksgiving is a wonder
ful American tradition: mil
lions of fat juicy turkeys baste 
away in countless ovens, bright 
seasonal vegetables sit steam
ing on the tables. The Detroit 
Lions football team plays ev
ery Thanksgiving. This year's 
game is against the Green 
Bay Packers. You can hear 
the sounds of the game up and 
down the streets of America, 
over kids playing their own 
games and the gossiping and 
greetings of cousins and aunts 
pulling up to relatives' homes 
to celebrate the day, carrying 
foil-wrapped and panned good
ies for the Thanksgiving table. 
It is also a day to remember and 
feed the homeless and make 
them a 'part of the family'. 

So what is Hanukkah doing 
here this year? How does the 
Jewish 'Festival of Lights' come 
so early? Isn't Hanukkah the 
Jews' pale answer to Yuletide? 
How are we going to light our 
trusty old menorah, thick with 
years of melted wax, when our 
fingers are greasy from gravy 
and stuffing? ls there some kind 
of tie-in between Thanksgiv-

Giving thanks 
ing and Hanukkah that we can 
bring up to the family? Maybe 
put cranberry sauce on latkes? 
Give the kids some dreidels and 
chocolate gelt to play with so 
we can watch the game? "May 
I speak to the Holiday Depart
ment Customer Service please? 
We seem to have a problem ... " 

Besides the widespread per
ception that Hanukkah is the 
"Festival of Lights," the fact 
is that without the historical 
events associated with Hanuk
kah, there would be no Chris
tianity and thus no religious 
winter holiday (though secular 
winter solstice festivals of light 
were widespread back then). 
There would also be Santa 
Claus would never have been 
able to quit his day job. 

So let's use this year's coinci
dence of the Jewish Hanukkah 
and the American Thanksgiv
ing to understand why Hanuk
kah is a major celebration. 
First, let's go to a source that 
identifies Hanukkah in sur
prisingly relevant words: a 
simple paragraph from the vo
luminous Talmud - tradition
a1ly presented as teachings giv
en orally by God to Moses and 
later transmitted in writing by 
our great sages to ensure that 
Torah lives and grows with hu
mankind. (Interestingly, most 
major American law schools 
now bring in Hebrew scholars 
to teach the talmudic method of 
thought, discussion, debate and 
decision.) So now let's see what 

the Talmud has to say about 
Hanukkah. 

One must dig deep into the 
talmudic tractate Shabbat to 
find this short, intriguing para
graph (b. Shab. 2lb).* Natura1ly, 
being Jewish, the sages open 
the discourse with a question: 

"What is Hanukkah? As the 
Rabbis learned, on the 25th 
of Kislev [begin] the days of 
Hanukkah, eight in number, 
during which it is forbidden 
to eulogize or to fast. For [as 
recounted in the Apocrophal 
Books of the Maccabees] when 
the Greeks entered the Sanctu
ary, they defiled a11 the oils that 
were in the Sanctuary. When 
the royal Hasmonean house 
overpowered and vanquished 
them, they searched and found 
only one flask of oil lying there 
with the seal of the Kohen Gadol 
(High Priest), which contained 
only enough oil to kindle [the 
Temple Menorah] for one day. 
A miracle happened with it, so 
that they could kindle [the Me
norah] for eight days. The fol
lowing year [the Hasmoneans 
and the Sanhedrin] established 
and rendered [these eight days] 
as festival days - with respect 
to [the recitation of] Halle/ and 
'thanksgiving."' 

There it is - one and a half 
mi1lennia before there was 
even a boat called The May
flower, this day was already be
ing,called "Thanksgiving"! 

THANKS 140 
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Sometimes it's not really just luck 
Wishing you and yours 

a Happy Hanukkah 
BY PAUL FORMAL 

Elmer Bendiner was a naviga
tor in a B-17 during WW II. He 
tells this story of a World War 
II bombing run over Ka_ssel, 
Germany, and the unexpected 
result of a direct hit on their 
gas tanks. "Our B-17, the Ton
delayo, was barraged by flak 
from Nazi anti-aircraft guns. 
That was not unusual, but on 
this particular occasion our gas 
tanks were hit. 

Later, as I reflected on the 
miracle of a 20-millimeter shell 
piercing the fuel tank without 
touching off an explosion, our 
pilot, Bohn Fawkes, told me it 
was not quite that simple. On 
the morning following the raid, 
Bohn had gone down to ask 

our crew chief for that shell as 
a souvenir of unbelievable luck. 
The crew chief told Bohn that 
not just one shell but 11 had 
been found in the gas tanks. 
Eleven unexploded shells 
where only one was sufficient to 
blast us out of the sky!? It was, 
as if the sea had been parted for 
us. A near-miracle, I thought. 

Even after 35 years, so awe
some an event leaves me shak
en, especially after I heard the 
rest of the story from Bohn. 
He was told that the shells had 
been sent to the armorers to be 
defused. The armorers told him 
that Intelligence had picked 
them up. They could not say why 
at the time, but Bohn eventu
ally sought out the answer. Ap-

parently when the armorers 
opened each of those shells, 
they found no explosive charge. 
They were as clean as a whistle 
and just as harmless. Empty? 
Not all of them! One contained 
a carefully rolled piece of paper. 
On it was a scrawl in Czech. The 
Intelligence people scoured our 
base for a man who could read 
Czech. Eventually they found 
one to decipher the note. It set 
us marveling. 
Translated, the 

note read: "This is all we can do 
for you now. Using Jewish slave 
labor is never a good idea." 

Editor's note: This story is 
confirmed in Elmer Bendiner's 
book, "The Fall of Fortresses." 

Looking to learn more about camps 
or Israel travel? Senator Jack Reed 

The Jewish Alliance of Great
er Rhode Island is holding a 
statewide Camp and Israel Fair 
on Sunday, November 17, from 
12:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Local, na
tional and international repre
sentatives will be available to 
answer questions, offer incen
tives and provide program in
formation. 

This is a great opportunity 
for participants to meet face
to-face with representatives to 
discuss their own individual 
concerns, learn about Jew
ish Overnight Camp Incentive 
Grants and gather information 
about the Israel Travel Incen-

tive Savings Program. 

For more information: please 
contact Elanah Chassen at 

Goods and Services 

Auction 
Saturday, 

December 7 

at 5:30 PM 
$25 per person 

in advance 

$30 per person 

at the door 

Grand drawing tickets are available 
Items include: 

A week in Hilton Head 
3 nights in Wyndham Lake Resort -Dis,:iey 

Sports memorabilia 
and many other exciting items 

Make check payable to 
Temple Sinai, 

30 Hagen Ave., Cranston, RI 02920 

Call Sandy at 401 -944-1121 for more information. 

echassen@jewishallianceri.org 
or 421-4111, ext. 140. 
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AUCTIONEER 

CONSIGN 
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ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 

AUCTIONS ?-
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MBA 

Larry B. Parness 
Nikki M . Parness, CFP® 

Thinking outside the box 
Full service financial firm providing 

Business/Individual Consulting 
Tax Preparation 

Financial Planning 
40 l 454-0900 • rarnessl o 1x netcon1 corn 

128 Dorrance St • Suite 520 • Providence RI Ll2':J03 
You VP kn0 11n me for your taxes 

Now see us. for the I est ot your financial storv 

GENERAL SERVICES 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
~ciallzlng in Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure Ir, your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 
•Improve security 
•Driving and other services available 

Wayne Rowibcrg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 61H>33-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI Re9 #29694 

INSURANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I jbricr@brier-bricr.com 

www.brier-brier.com 
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BAR/ BAR MITZVAH/ WEDDINGS CAMERA SERIVCES 

-·- ... 
·:., ",;" ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 

791 Hope Street , Providence. RI 02906 

(401) 2-REPAIR (273-7247) 
FAX: (401) 490-8212 

... 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

Michael F. Zacks, C.P.C. 

Ill 
l 

(401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWElRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARHOINS, -----.1 : ~::~i~ GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION NIM AVAILABU 
• STAMPS Eagle,Silver Dolar,, 

GOLDJEWELRY &WATCHES BEST GoldCoil,&Estite 
• ANTIQUES, illRLING SILVER Jewelry and Siver, 
•COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSels,Coin& 
• US AND FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PIPI COIN IXCIIANl INl 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1%9 • LC 8041 

Servingbanks,anorneys,estates 
and the public for over 40years. 

401-861-1640 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Medi-Weightloss Clinics® 

~~~~ 
Medically Supervised 

Weight Loss that Works! 

-· .., . I _ .. , 
IO uri>u t lmd HighQ1 • Wa1W1ck I 23S Wampanoag Tr.ul • Forbts Plu.i. 

401-739-1900 401 -4JJ-1800 

www.mediweighrlossdinia.com 

Video and Audio Transfer 
Tapes• LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repa irs 

COLLEGE & CAREER PLANNING 

College and Career Planning 

Marc Lipps Associates. lnc. 
Marc P. Lipps 

Educational Consultant 

Private Practice 
Designed for High School Sophomores and Juniors 

and Their Families 
O UR P ROFESSIO NA L O FF I CE 

I S C O N VE NI E NT LY L OCAT ED IN CUMB ERL AND , RI 

401-305-6705 

www.marclippsassociates.com 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

ADVERTISE in 1hefewish Voice. 

You'll be glad you did. 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY 
tstearly@jewishallianceri.org 

421-4111, ext. 160 

KAREN BORGER 
ksborger@gmail.com 

529-2538 

www.TheJewishVoice.org 
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NextGen collaborative launch 
and Hanukkah celebration 

Join fellow NextGeners (22 
- 45) for Vodka Latke, our an
nual Hanukkah celebration 
and the launch of (40l)j, our 
new NextGen collaborative. 

When: Tuesday, December 3 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Where: The Grange (166 
Broadway, Providence) 

Cost: $18 per person - like 
our Facebook page for a free 
drink ticket! 

RSVP by November 29 for 
your chance to win a $50 gift 
card to Amazon.com or The 
Grange - your choice! 

So, what is (40l)j? 
(40l)j is a new state-wide col

laboration between Congre
gation Beth Sholom, Temple 
Beth-El, Temple Emanu-El, 
and the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island and 
open to community members 
in their 20s, 30s and early 40s. 

OK, but what makes it dif
ferent than other NextGen 
groups? 

This innovative cross-fac
tion initiative will lead Rhode 
Island's next generation into 
a stronger Jewish future. By 
joining forces and 

combining efforts, we will fo
cus differently, act effectively 
and engage broadly to bridge 
the gap between our rich his
torical roots and our burgeon
ing communal future. 

Who can get involved with 
(40l)j? 

Whether you're a profession
al, a grad student, just starting 
your adult life, or you're mar
ried with children, stop wan
dering ... (40l)j is your destina
tion. 

What will (40l)j offer me? 
If you're interested in volun

teering, learning more about 
Jewish heritage, networking 
socially and professionally, 
joining in Torah study, writing 
for our community blog or all 
of the above, (401)j is the total 
package. 

To RSVP for Vodka Latke or 
for more information about 
(40l)j, contact Erin Moseley at 
emoseley@jewishallianceri. 
org or call 421-4111, ext. 108. 
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HADASSAH 
Michele Keir holds some of the Hanukkah made at the retreat. 

Hadasssah retreats 
and reenergizes 

Personalized gi,fts created for service members 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Sixty-eight women from Ha
dassah North East came 
together at a Leadership Re
treat, November 15-17, at the 
Cranwell Resort and Spa in 
Lenox, Mass. The 24th Ha
dassah National president, 
Nancy Fulchuk, ignited the 
leaders in attendance. Rhode 
Island was represented by 
Monika Gurnett, Paula Hurd, 
Michele Keir, Jane Kondon, 
Sue Mayes, Jenny Spater and 
Shirley Spater -Freedman. 
A special tribute was given 
in honor of the late Merry 
Drench. 

Leadership workshops, To
rah study and community 
service were components of 
this enlightening Retreat 
which attracted Hadassah 
leaders from all the New Eng
land states, New York, Con
necticut and Pennsylvania. 

It is the mission of Hadas
sah Leadership Retreats to 
accomplish the following 
goals 

To bring Hadassah women 
together to share experiences 
and create fr.iendships; 

To enhance practical lead
ership skills and encourage 
personal growth; 

To expand an awareness of 
our Jewish heritage; 

To increase Hadassah 
knowledge and commitment; 
and 

To inspire, enrich and re
new. 

All these objectives were 
fulfilled as well as the two 
community service initia
tives: the collection of food 
and toiletries for the needy 
and the creation of person
alized Hanukkah greeting 
cards and friendship brace
lets for Jewish American 
Troops fighting in Afghani
stan. 
For more information 
about Hadassah and a 
link to the Rhode Island 
Chapter of Hadassah, go 
to hadassah.org or email 
RhodelslandChapter@HA
DASSAH.org. 

4 

CANTOR WANTED: 
Cantor/cantorlal soloist, Temple Sinai. 

Cranston. R.I .. a Reform congregation, 
seeks a part-time cantor/soloist to begin 
July 1, 2014. Experience in leading 
Jewish worship is required. 

Please send resume to Temple Sinai, 30 
Hagen Ave., Cranston. RI 02920. ann. 
Cantor Search Comminee or email: 
ricantorsearch@gmail.com. 

CARETAKER/ 
COMPANION 

Care1alcer/Companion, to elderly. Days 
and some overnight. Includes some light 
housekeeping, doctors' appointments. 
Excellent reFerences and experience. 
Call 965-2965 

C.NA JOB WANTED 
C.N.AJP.c.A for the Geriatric. 

Personal care, errands. cooking & light 
housework. Excellent references. 30 
years experience. 24 hour coverage iF 
needed. Call Darlene 749-2556. 

To place 
a classified ad: 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly 

tstearly@ 
jewishallianceri.org 

or call 
421-4111, ext. 160. 

PAVING WATCH REPAIR & SALES 

Bob Knych 
)V'.f Jl'.R'.E TJ{'.E 'Bl(j(j'.EST l:N 'RI 
'B'.E CJl 1.1. S'.E )V'.E Jl'.R'.E TJ{ '.E 'B'.EST 

t LTZMAN'S 
ATOHES 
0 Business and 

Professional 
Directory 

Bus. (401) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

3 GENERATIONS SERVICING THE USA SINCE 1940 

Factory Authorized Service Center for: Luminox, 
Victorinox Swiss Army, Mondaine, Torgeon, 

Ernest Borel, Swarovski and more ... 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $29 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

PREPAID AT $675 FOR 24 ISSUES/ONE YEAR. 

Tricia Stearly: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 
tstearly@jewishallianceri.org 

OVER 1 MILLION WATCHES REPAIRED 
FREE ESTIMATES WHILE YOU WAIT 

1024 Reservoir Ave 
Cranston, RI , 02910 

401-946-0930 

MONDAINE' 
- ·0•- · .... 

53 Old Tower Hill Rd 
Wakefield , RI 02879 

401-789-0065 

0 

www.saltzmans-watches.com 
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Wishing you and 
your family a 

happy Hannukah! 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

-~ 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861-1403 

WATERFRONT PROPERTY with Far and Wide Panoramic 

Views of the Sakon net, a Peak of Ocean and It's Own Beach. 

Privately Nestled off Dead End of Indian Avenue (Black Point). 

Completely Renovated in 2005. Open Floor Plan. State of the Art 

Kosher Kitchen. Master Suites on 1st Floor and 2nd Floor with 

Fireplaces. Walk-In Wine Cellar 8' 6" x 8'. Ideal for a 

Holiday Gift!! iilJ Only 12 minutes to Newport. 

All Offers Considered - Priced to Sell at $2,195,000 
for appx 5,000 square feet of living! 

Pl ease Visit http:/ /tinyurl.com/47BayberryRoad 

for Virtual Tour and Floor Plans. 

For Private Showing, contact David Lawrence 
CENTURY 21 Access America 
401-619-4234 or (21 Lawrence@aol.com 

The 2013 JCC Tiger Sharks Swim Team 

FROMPAGE3 GURLITT 
- he merely wants to resume 
his seclusion among his friends 
and loved ones - "his" paint
ings. He longs to reunite with 
the art to return to his life of 
meaninglessness. Gurlitt wants 
to be forgotten, uninvited to 
parties and dismissed by any
one he bumps into - always 
by accident, of course. Unlike 
the Underground Man, Gurlitt 
doesn't see refuge in beauty 
as a temporary solution - it 's 
his life. While both see love as 
a way out of misery, each de
fines "love" differently. For the 
Underground Man, love is a 
romantic attachment, however 

brief. For Gurlitt, love is com
fort among inanimate stand-ins 
for close ones - the artworks. 
(Gurlitt has never been in love 
and told Gezer "there is . noth
in_g I have loved more in my life 
than my pictures.") Both defi
nitions offer the men ways of 
identifying themselves. While 
the Underground Man becomes 
the lover of a woman, Gurlitt is 
a lover of his art. 

Looking at the favorites in his 
collection was Gurlitt's nightly 
activity. He'd carefully unwrap 
the pieces, taking them out of 
a suitcase. This constant in his 
routine no longer exists, con
founding him. He doesn't know 
what to do instead because, 
content to follow others' orders, 
he has never been the decider. 
(His father's wishes led to his 
choice of study at college - art 
history - and his mother's Bo
hemian lifestyle guided their 
move to Schwabing.) His inabil
ity to stray from his anachro
nistic lifestyle and established 
entertainment causes Gurlitt 
to feel misery and resentment. 
Rather than give the authori-

ties the benefit of the doubt, be
lieving they acted in good faith 
to return the art to the families 
from which it was confiscated, 
Gurlitt cries with the annoy
ance of a young boy whose 
ice cream had fallen, "Give it 
back!" Instead of seeking an 
escape from a nihilistic life, 
he searches for a return to it. 
Longing for the unconditional 
love of the paintings, he con
tradicts the Underground Man, 
who rejects Liza's genuine af
fection. For Gurlitt, life is not 
simply pointless, as it is for Dos
toevsky's character. For him, 
life is pointless when it is devoid 
of his treasured "pictures." 

Editor's note: in addition to 
the cited material, the following 
sources were consulted: 

"Germany Plans to Publish 
List of Nazi-Looted Works in 
Art Trove," Mary M. Lane 

"For Son of a Nazi-Era Dealer, 
a Private Life Amid a Tainted 
Trove of Art," Andrew Hig
gins and Katrin Bennhold 

"Art Theft: The Last Unsolved 
Nazi Crime," Sophie Hardach 

NEW BEDFORD 

\i\'ound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosherfewishfacility ::.J 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawt/1orn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 
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A little lake 
BY MIKE FINK 

I was born on the aptly named 
Verndale Avenue. My mother 
pushed the wicker carriage 
down the street into Roger 
Williams Park, where I stared 
at the statues, the stately 
trees, the ponds and the avi
aries, the museums and the 
yellow brick botanical struc
tures. "Nature" seemed neat 
and cared for, as was I. 

We moved to the East Side, 
where farmland was slowly 
turning into a kind of eclec
tic suburbia. I watched, more 
in horror than in wonder, as 
the empty spaces, wee wil
dernesses, were transformed 
into house lots. Weed patch
es struck me as much more 
intriguing than lawns and 
yards. 

I visit our Lincoln cemetery 
and put stones I store in my 
pockets upon the tombstones 
and ·headstones of kith and 
kin and of kind friends who 
have passed. I walk by the 
large boulder marked "Ne
falim." I think the word had 
something to do with ancient 
angelic creatures who were 
large and imposing. In the 
Jewish graveyard the term 
means, I believe, the unfin
ished souls of stillborn em
bryos. I paid a visit to Mr. 
Adler, a reliable source of 
accurate information about 
Hebrew religious inscrip
tions. He assured me that lhe 

The Alliance JCC is a division 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rho 
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a symbol of what once was 
Chanukah Community 

Candle Lighting 

Sunday December 1st 10:30am 

FIRST PERSON 

word itself refers to the idea 
of "fallen." Spelled with Eng
lish lettering, it gets confused 
with [nephilim] those giants, 
angels, or mythical beings 
between two worlds, but here 
it is the memorial monument 
to lives "fallen" before their 
time on earth. 

Behind the rock and its in
scription, once upon a time, 
my time, I could stroll around 
a pond, the watershed of 
the former farmland. I re
call meeting the farmer, the 
basement of whose residence 

"The world itself 
is a Bible." 

now holds the sacred Hebrew 
books, buried there in honor 
of their spiritual service to 
the community. Decades ago, 
I wrote letters to rabbis and 
temple leaders , urging the 
restoration and celebration of 
this little lake, hoping thatwe 
who mourn might find solace 
at the shores of the living, and 
therefore sacred, silver mir
ror. "It doesn't belong to the 
Chesed Shel Emes," I was told, 
but at my recent visit I saw 
the granite marker declaring 
that the land and lake were a 

gift to the cemetery from the 
previous owners of the land
scape. 

All this time, the natural 
pool has been used as a dump 
for the refuse from the graves. 
There is no more water, no 
more Eden. 

It is there at each edge of 
one's world, that our courtesy 
to the planet is put to the test. 

Care for a distressed tree, 
respect for the remaining 
puddle or patch of wildflowers 
at a boundary, a touch of art 
and poetry in memory of the 
history of the terrain, these 
are religious symbols. The 
world itself is a Bible. We read 
its signs and look for mean
ing. Alas, such gestures have 
gone with the wind. 

The Jewish cemetery is 
bounded by an airport and the 
wobbling and loud whirring 
sound of the Amtrak trains, 
not to mention the whining of 
the tires of the endless traffic 
of route 1-95. And the machin
ery of commercial "care." A 
quiet reflective stroll around a 
restored pond would do much 
to bring peace and spiritual
ity, a Shalom and an Amen to 
the occasions on which we are 
traditionally expected to pay 
homage to those who have 
passed. 

Editor's note: Mike Fink 
(mfink33@aol.com) teaches 
at RISD and writes a regular 
column for The Jewish Voice. 

Congregation B'nai Israel 
Everyone is invited to bring along your favorite 

menorah as we light candles together 

PJ Library Story Time • Lalkes and other Chanukah refreshntenls 

win be served * Crafts * Chanukah Games * and more 

Congregation B'nai Israel 
224 Prospect St. 

Woonsocket, Rl 02895 
(401) 762-3651 

cbi_synagogue@cbi .necoxmail .com 

Q TempleSinai 
Warmest wishes for a 
Hanukah filled with 

light, love and laughter 

30 Hagen Ave, Cranston 
(401) 942-8350 www.TempleSinaiRl.org 

Our team of health & wellness professionals are 
committed to providing fitness for everyBODY 
- people of all ages and abilities - in a friendly 
and approachable environment. 

At j-Fitness, you have access to: 
• Indoor heated pool 
• Cardio machines 
• Free-weight area 
• Fit Forever classes for Seniors 
• American Red Cross Learn-to-Swim. program 
• Spinning™ 
• Zumba™ 

· .• Yoga 
• Pilates mat classes, and much more! 

]-Fitness now offers the BeWell program ... free for members! 
This exciting new program empowers our members to track 

their fitness & wellness goals online and using a smartphone app. 

Speak to a }-Fitness staff member to learn more! 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence. RI 
401.421.4 1 I I I coming soon ... www.jewishallianceri.org 

•Alliance 

JCC 
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I guess her furn has come up. most matters. She was part of the 
Not like a yahrtzeit candle that communist-socialist movement 
welcomes a departed soul to your of the Jewish era before, during 
household. Just because, she fig- and immediately after World 
ures on the landscape: I've been War IL I learned to admire her 
squinting through the blur of forceful support for the ACLU, 

memory at her disdain for religious dogma, 
profiles of my her familiarity with the theatre 
uncles and and literature of what we used to 
aunts, my label "the left." 
cousins and On the other hand, as with all 
ancestors. ofus, there were detractors. "She 

They be- peed in bed throughout her ado-
come symbol- lescence," my dad confided in me 
ic silhouettes, once. "She felt so insecure when 
s o m e h o w . her father took a second wife and 

A Sketchbook Well, Ruth, had another family to raise," my 
I t h i n k , mother might sympathetically 
strolled with explain. 
her sister- Maybe that was why she re-Mike Fink 
in-law, my sented my mother, and tried 
mother, me to find access to her brother 

in a carriage, taking it all in, by without his pretty and charm
osmosis. My father's sister was ing wife present. Maybe that was 
a regular, frequent , guest at our why she took the fancy dinners, 
tables. Her almost-Asian eyes with elegant china and silver on 
above high cheekbones were not the tablecloths, for granted, and 
soft, but hard. When she laughed, even with a touch of mockery for 
there was a glint of something the bourgeois tone it gave to our 
. . . not quite cruel, but distant. simple dwelling. 
When she smoked, the veil ere- And then, people hinted to 
ated by the airy cloud of nicotine me, as a high school teenager, 
made her appear to me as a phan- that she had the habit of pick
tom in a mirror, possessing some ing people up and dropping them 
secret knowledge from beyond. suddenly, just as she moved from 

Oh, I am exaggerating. It was smaller to larger and fancier 
only in my pre-school days - houses - with her husband and 
that Ruth scared me. I got used sons, of 5 ourse, in tow. 
to her opinions, mostly about In any case, I brought my 
the newspaper headlines of the friends ro meet her: in the Mc
day and time, and even enjoyed Carthy HlJAC_ years, I was nev
her angry judgments of her step- ertheless proud --of- having an 
mother, and her harsh indict- aunt who could talk intelligently 
ments of the quality of my gram- and knowledgeably about the 
mar school teachers. campus world and its scenery. 

I knew ·where she stood on That is, until ... suddenly, one 

Ruthless 
summer, she turned on me! She 
spread strange rumors about my 
brother as well, that we were too 
attached to our mother, that she 
had harmed us with her devotion 
to the smaller pleasures of life 
and ruined our futures . "Made 
of nothing and will come to noth
ing!" was one of her phrases of 
contempt. In any case, the world 
of nephews, cousins, aunts and 
uncles came crashing down into 
an era of silence, the cold war of 
the neighborhoods we co-inhab
ited. 

My finale is, that Ruth came to 
my father's house during the shi
vah, the memorial week after my 
mother's untimely passing. I saw 
her arriving and met her at the 
door. "You can visit your brother 
next week. Not now!" I declared. 
Nobody has ever criticized me 
for my rude behavior. In fact, 
there were those who admired 
me for it. Ruth gathered her fam
ily and moved over the border 
into Canada and lived a very long 
life there. Once, her younger son 
visited my eldest brother and 
confided that, despite his surface 
appearance, he was secretly gay, 
now emerging from "the closet," 
after his mother's death. 

She haunts me, in a way, when 
I go down the cellar steps to take 
up the basket oflaundry. You see, 
her half-brother. the artist in the 
family, had used her face as the 
model for the vicious pirates 
from "Treasure Island" that he 
had painted as a gift mural for 
the boyhoods of his three neph
ews when our house was brand 
new. Indeed, all those fading 
faces looking down from their 

Affordable Luxury. 

/"""~ 
IE POCH® 

ASSISTED L I V I N G 

of Providence 

With new lower rates, there's never been a better time to move to 

EPOCH Assisted Living of Providence. 

• Private Apartments • 24-How- Healthcare Staff 
• Three Chef-Prepared Meals Daily • Resident Activities & Events 
• Weekly Housekeeping • Building & Apartment Maintenance 
• Scheduled Transportation • And More! 

Rates for studio apartments starting at $3,800. 

Now's the time to make the move. Call today. 

EPOCH Assisted Living on 
Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Blvd. • Providence , RI 
401-273-6565 

www.EPOCHBlackstoneAL.com 

Assisted Living . Memory Care 
Respite . Fitness Center 

EPOCH Assisted Living 
on the East Side 

One Butler Ave. • Providence , RI 
401-275-0682 

www.EPOCHEastSide .com 

loot do look very much like my 
late aunt, whom I summon up in 
these words without love or hate, 
only with the straightforward 
motive of authentic storytell-

The Jewish Voice 

ing, chronicling, and tracing the 
branches of a family tree. 

Mike Fink (mfink33@aol.com) 
teaches at RISD. 

Tis the season for increased falls 
for the elderly 

BY JANEE. 
KORB, M.A., CCM 

Fall in New England brings an 
assortment of colors, cool crisp 
air and the smell of apple pie 
baking in the oven. Along with 
these, there is also a decrease in 
temperature, shorter days and 
increased darkness, both inside 
and out. These conditions. com
bined with more obvious factors. 
such as ice, slippery wet leaves 
and snow, lead to increased falls 
for the elderly. Why is this? 

Colder temperatures are a 
deterrent to the elderly being 
active. They stay inside more, 
which translates into decreased 
activity and muscle strength. 

The sun rises later -and sets 
earlier, which means it's darker 
longer in the home. As people 
age, the pupil becomes smaller 
and less responsive to variations 
in light; therefore, it becomes 
harder to see in dim light. 

As seasons change, so does the 
amount of friends and family 
coming to visit. Until Thanksgiv
ing and Hanukkah, the elderly 
often become more isolated and 
solitary. 

Slipping on ice and snow is one 
of the main reasons for hospital
ization for the elderly, which may 
result in a hip, spine, leg or arm 
fracture. 

How can falls be prevented? 
Here are some simple yet effec
tive ways of helping elderly peo
ple avoid falls. 

1. Do strength-bearing exer-

cises such as: 
a. During commercials, get OJ!t 

of the chair, then sit in it again. 
Do this as many times as you cart 
for the length of a commercial. 

b. When you are standing, do 
calf raises. Stand with your feet 
flat on the ground. Raise your
self up by lifting your heels off 
the ground. Go as high onto your 
toes as you can. Be sure to bal
ance yourself on a counter or 
back of a sturdy chair to avoid 
balance issues and falls! 

2. Install lamp timers and ad
just the time so they come on ear
lier. It's better to wake up to the 
light than to fall in the dark. 

3. Make sure sidewalks and ' 
driveways are clear of snow or 
ice. Proper footwear for different 
conditions may help. 

4. If you believe your loved one 
may feel more comfortable with 
you closer, put your arm around 
her/ him and let them know how 
valued they are. 

Because of the decrease in light 
and change in activity levels, 
many seniors are at an increased 
risk of falling. A Geriatric Care 
Manager is able to identify areas 
ofrisk, recommend environmen
tal safety changes and give sug
gestions for additional supports, 
if needed, that help provide a 
safe living environment for your 
loved one. 
For more information: contact 
Geriatric Care Manager Jane 
E. Korb, M.A., CCM, at jkorb3@ 
gmail.com. 
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Hear me: I have something to say! 
A doctor diagnoses urban scrawl 

The abbreviated sayings of wis
dom, sometimes called adages, 
have not been confined to the 
teachings of any one religion or 

OF SCIENCE 
&SOCIETY 

STANLEYM. 
ARONSON. M.D. 

ethnic so
ciety. They 
are remem
bered, re
corded and 
repeated 
in every 
group that 
adheres to 
the compel
ling delu
sion that 
their elders 
are smart
er than 
their young 
ones. 

While every religion ad
vances its own adages, axioms, 
proverbs, credos or epigrams, 
the ancient Hebrews condensed 
theirs - since there were so 
many of them - into a separate 
division of the Tanakh called 
The Proverbs; they represent 
the many distilled sayings as
cribed to Solomon. The Book of 
Proverbs contains 31 lengthy 
chapters, which leads one to 
wonder how Solomon ever had 
time to rule. 

The 31st chapter of The Prov
erbs begins with these resonat- · 
ing words: "No, my son! No, 0 
son of my womb!" The exhor
tation is directed to a poorly 
documented king of Massa, 
possibly Solomon himself, and 
may therefore represent the ad
monishing words of his mother, 
Bathsheba. This memorable 
passage urges the king to prac
tice temperance, chastity, for
bearance and, most of all, com-

passion for the poor. Uncounted 
generations of Jewish mothers 
have subsequently pleaded the 
same message to uncounted 
generations of Jewish adoles
cents. 

So, the world is now awash 
with allegedly helpful adages 
teaching, chastising, rebuking, 
scolding and otherwise lam
basting the masses of wayward 
male offspring. Whether these 
adages have any effect upon the 
decerebrate behavior of young
sters remains in doubt. Yet, 
much like the mistral winds of 
Provence, the avalanches of ad-

ages persist. Few now read the 
Holy Scriptures; and as a poor 
substitute for those too busy to 
read texts, succinct messages 
can now be found as handwrit
ings on the wall, a novel form 
of communication sometimes 
called graffiti. 

The ethical content of graf
fiti may vary between fateful 
prophecy (see Daniel 5:24) and 
mindless pornography, best 
seen on the vandalized walls of 
public buildings. 

What makes graffiti distin
guishable from other public 
messages? They tend to be 
brief, hastily assembled, co
gent, and at other times, acer
bic. Sometimes they offer a plea 
for change or a cry of remorse, 
sadness or failure. And when 
legible, they tend to resemble 
more the fatalism of a prison
er's message than the evolving 
reflections of a philosopher. 

Sociologists tell us that graf
fiti messages (as distinguished 
from graffiti-generated abstract 
art) are really the primal cries 
of the disadvantaged, the dis
possessed and the world-weary. 

To a scholar of graffiti, the 
public washroom walls provide 
a rich source of raw text. Tele
phone booths, too, but these 
communication contrivances of 
the past have been replaced by 
the cell phone. Not many of the 
graffiti sayings of the toilet phi
losophers pertain to medicine. 
Yet one might encounter some 
tilt toward medicine in the in-

ner walls of hospitals or medi
cal schools where the aptitudes 
of the physician may merge 
with those of the metaphysi
cian. Graffiti like the following 
might be found: 

• First Law of Genetics: If 
your parents didn't have kids, 
you probably won't. 

• People in committees gen
erally agree on things that, as 
individuals, they know to be 
idiotic. 

• I want to be what I was 
when I wanted to be what I am 
now. 

• Freud's third rule: Don't 
ever confuse movement with 
progress. 

• Reality is for people who 
can't live with drugs. 

The scholarly study of this 
form of public communication, 
sometimes called graffitiana, 
is a worthy avocation. The self
satisfied middle classes have 

Come to a Happy Life! 
At The Highlands, you 
can laugh, live life, and 
leave the shoveling , the 
dangerous driving and 
heating concerns behind. 

Avoid Winter Worries! 

Assisted Living - Memory Care 
High Standards. Higher Hopes. 

101 Highland Ave (Near Miriam Hospital) , Providence www.HighlandsRl. com 401 -654-5259 

their e-mails, their conven
tional letter-writings, their of
fice bulletin boards, their tex
ting cell-telephones and their 
letters-to-the-editor as venues 
for their feelings of disquiet. 
But for those without such con
ventional outlets, for those in
articulate ones consumed with 
the message, "I have something 
important to say!" there is al
ways the empty brick wall on 
the next street. 

The study of graffiti - its 
special and distinctive art, its 
idiosyncratic messages - is a 
worthy research project for the 
serious scholar studying the 
voices of the voiceless. 

For the rest of us, only a case 
of urinary frequency might 
bring us closer to the arcane 
world of graffiti. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M .D., 
can be reached at smamd@cox. 
net. 
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National Memory 
creening Day® 

National Memory 
Screening Day, Nov. 19 

Free memory screening available 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In recognition 
of National Memory Screening 
Day, EPOCH Assisted Living 
on the East Side and EPOCH 
Senior Living on Blackstone 
Boulevard will host free, confi
dential memory screenings on 
Tuesday, Nov. 19. 

EPOCH on the East Side will 
hold screenings from 10:00 
a.m. - noon and EPOCH on 
Blackstone Boulevard will hold 
screenings from 1:00 p.m. -
3:00 p.m. Qualified health care 
professionals will administer 
these short, 10-minute screen
ings, which consist of a series of 
questions and tasks. 

National Memory Screening 
Day is an annual initiative of 

the Alzheimer's Foundation 
of America. The AFA recom
mends memory screenings for 
anyone concerned about mem
ory loss, experiencing changes 
in mood and behavior, has a 
family history of dementia or 
wants to check their memory 
now for future comparisons. 

Early detection is essential 
to treating or slowing memory 
problems. 

To schedule your free, con
fidential memory screening at 
EPOCH on the East Side, One 
Butler Ave., Providence, call 
Beth McCrea at 275-0682. 

To schedule a screening at 
EPOCH on Blackstone Bou
levard, 353 Blackstone Blvd., 
Providence, call Bob Giggey at 
273-6565. 

The simple answer to the 
dozens of questions you have 

about aging is: CALL ME 

Senior Care Concepts can assist you to: 
"" Navigate tl1e complicated health care system "' 

"' Identify your unique needs and connect you 
with local resources c. .. 

c. .. Design an ongoing care management plan 
for you or your family "' 

c. .. Guide you, step-by-step, with your plan c.-. 

For more information, call me today 
Jenny Miller, MSW, CMC • 398-7655 

~enior Care Concepts Inc.' 
Geriatric Care Maoa~ement 

wm1·.seniorcareconceptsinc.com • jmiller@'seniorcareconceptsinc.com 

.,. 
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PRIVATE TUTORING PROGRAMS "The Prime Ministers: The Pioneers" 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • • • • 

PERSONALIZED ONE-ON-ONE INSTRUCTION 
FROM EDUCATIONAL PROFESSIONAL 

WITH IVY MASTER'S DEGREE 

A peek into Israel's inner sanctum of power, privilege and privacy 
BY SHELLEY A. SACKETT 

AND 15 YEARS' TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

BOSTON - Ambassador Ye
huda Avner, author of the 2010 
bestseller, "The Prime Minis
ters" and subject of Richard 
Trank's new documentary, 
"The Prime Ministers: The 
Pioneers," has a twinkle in 
his eye, a magnetic, on-cam
era presence, and a melodious 
voice. 

SPECIALIZATIONS: 
Foundational Mathematics (All Grade Levels) 

Foundational Grammar & Composition 
SAT I ACT I Standardized Test Preparation 

HOME-BASED PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

INQUIRIES: (401)305-6707 
MARC LIPPS ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Educational Consultants 
Serving Rhode Island Communities 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 
and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-247-2948 

Trank's directorial instinct 
to focus his lens on Avner as 
a "talking head" is spot on: he 
devours center stage as if it 
were the role he had been wait
ing in the wings to play. 

"From the moment I met the 
Ambassador, I knew this ap
proach would work because he 
is such an intimate, lively sto
ryteller," Trank explained via 
email. 

During his five decades as 
personal aide and speechwrit
er to Israeli leaders (including 
five prime ministers), Avner 
bore witness to some of the 
most candid and private mo
ments during some of the most 
critical events in Israel's his
tory. 

Tune In. Be Inspired. Get Solutions. 

Turn obstacles into 
opportunities: 
Bring Patrica 

Raskin, the Ultimate 
Positive Speaker, to 

your group or 
business function! ~tJ' 

Become a featured guest 
on one of Patricia's radio programs! 
She will work with you to deliver your message 
effectively to the audience for resul ts. 
This is ideal for the healthcare industry, banking 
& fi nance, tourism, restaurants, non•profit 
groups. 

Host your own radio show. 
That's one of Patricia's specialt ies. She will help 
you get on the air, stay on the air, find guests 
and sponsors. 
Write or call her for more information and check 
out hercoaching brochure on thewebsrte! 

(@ 
Patricia Raskin' s 

positive living 

Patricia Raskin Positive Living 
WPRO 630AM, 99.7FM & 
www.630wpro.com 
Saturdays 3:00pm-5:00pm 

Positive Dating - NEW SHOW 
WPRO 630AM, 99.7FM & 
www.630wpro.com 
Saturdays 7:00pm-9:00pm - Starting Oct. 26th 

Positive Business 
WPRV790AM & 
www.790business.com 
Fridays 3:00pm-5:00pm 

Nationally: 
Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 
www.vo iceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 

www.patriciaraskin.com 
patricia@patriciaraskin.com 
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, .. ,. . : WHAT DO YOU ENJOY ABOUT WINTER? 
. , · · .. - Do you have speclal things you love about winter 

. places you go, things you do, favorite foods? 
ffi,;=-r.;.,,-~..=~ "', • . - We are asking that you share them with us. Send us your winter 

.._,..._-'· ,.__· . ..: , . story for our Dec. 6 WINTER Issue. 
=-'---"-__..., •' Send to: anorman@Jewlshalllancerl.org Subject line: WINTER 

OR mall to: Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906 

ATTENTION: WINTER ISSUE 

"I used to be the note taker," 
Avner said in a phone inter
view. "I prepared executive 
summaries for the prime min
isters, but I never threw away 
those original notes. This is 
the core of the book and the 

movie." 

-.\1,lr,,~;..,J}'..,_,,,,.m ..i,. .. _",,,., .;,.;..;:,,,,.Qt.. 
hWllu l(w,., .......... tJ.~ .............. ..., hhl;< 
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of crouching by a closed door 
and peeking through a keyhole 
to an inner sanctum of power, 
privilege and privacy. 

The film's most memorable 
scenes are Avner's eyewit
ness recollections. We hear 
how violinist Leopold Mahler, 

Gustav Mahler's nephew 
and a member of Avner's 
army unit, grabbed his 
instrument and passion
ately played "Hava Nagi
lah" to dancing crowds on 

.\~ 11'.TIMATl N"&kA1"1\' .E Of l.sRAHI Lt.U•EltSHIP :-i, 

~r_#1~it1i:{i~~r.rP 
Israel Independence Day. 
We eavesdrop on Prime 
Minister Eshkol and Presi
dent Lyndon Johnson as the 
kibbutznik and the rancher 
bond over the birthing of a 
calf at LBJ's Texas ranch. 
We see Golda Meir and Hen
ry Kissinger in 1973 huddled 
in conversation over Israel's 
request for American aid, 
connecting as "fellow Jews." 

2«-~.,.~,z.··'!!~•i'V.'~,:.•.~~ 
i,r11onuicrw, R\ \!Alt!"!";. Gllnu:r, 

Director Trank has divided 
Avner 's enormous memoir 
into two films. "The Pioneers" 
opens 

with Avner's teenage in
volvement in Zionist youth ac
tivities in his native Manches
ter, England in the 1940s, and 
ends with Golda Meir's resig
nation following the 1973 Yorn 
Kippur war. 

("Soldiers and Peacemak
ers," which picks up the story 
in 1974, will open in Spring 
2014.) 

Avner narrates as Israel's 
cinematic chronology unfolds. 
The footage includes histori
cal newsreels and videotapes 
of high-level whispered asides 
and passed notes. The effect is 

Representative Steven S. Howitt 
4th Bristol District, Massachusetts 

Proudly serving Norton, Rehobot h, Seekonk and Swansea 

Paid fo, by U•• Commr!IN to Ekd ~ HOWIU 
POeo..88 Seekonk MA 02n 1 ,._St.,,·,nH<>o>ttt.oom 

This is not the stuff of his
tory books. Yet according 
to Avner, his book has been 
adopted as part of the cur-
riculum of many Jewish high 

schools. 
"Most people below a certain 

age know nothing about Isra
el's history. I wanted to bring 
back to life the persona1ities 
of the prime ministers," Avner 
said. He is pleased that the re
lease of the film has led more 
people to read the book. 

Don't miss this important 
and entertaining film. And 
then think about reading the 
book. 
Editor's note: Shelley A. Sack
ett (shelleya.sackett@gmaiL 
com) is a Providence native 
residing on Boston's North 
Shore. This article originally 
appeared in the Jewish Jour
nal, Mass., and is reprinted 
with permission. 

Ruby Shalansky says ... 
I consider myself a veteran o f the Jewish c:o m.munal world in 
Rhode Island - I wo rkt:d al t he JCC for 12 years and as Temple 
Beth-El's execut ive d irecto r for 16! 
Unti l the past year or so, my interes t in The Jewish Voice & Hcr-J ld 
fonL~cd only o n the JCC o r Te mple Bclh- EI. Now, I look fo rward 
to receiving The Voice & Herald becuusc o f the improved lcn i l of 
reporting and the quality of the articles. The publi cation is now 
in fonmt llvc and enlightening. I learn so methi ng new about the 
Jewish communi ty with each issue. 
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Claude Goldman, 71 
PROVIDENCE - Claude Gold
man died on November 3 at 
the Home and Hospice Care 
of RI Philip Hulitar Inpatient 
Center. He was the husband of 
Diane Goldman for the last 47 
years. He was also the father of 
Andrew Goldman and his wife 
Debora of Stow, Mass., and Ra
chel Goldman of Austin, Texas. 
He was also survived by his sis
ter, Sylvia Grecco of Kerners
ville, N.C. He was the son of the 
late Abraham and Odette (Neu
man) Goldman, the stepson of 
the late Armin Goldstein and 
the brother of the late Lillian 
Goldman. 

He faced the many challenges 
in his life with dignity and de
termination to do the best he 
could and achieve many goals. 
In spite of being legally blind all 
his life and without peripheral 
vision, he learned English and 
did very well in school when he 
immigrated to America from 
France at the age of 6. 

He went achieved a Ph.D. in 
Physics from Penn State Uni
versity and worked as a Senior 
Programmer Analyst at Brown 
University for 36 years, where 
he made significant contribu
tions, helped many people and 
was well respected. For many 
years, he enjoyed hiking, camp
ing, and bicycling in spite of 
his eyesight. Even when he had 
Parkinson's Disease in the last 
7 years of his life, he remained 
as active, working until 3 years 
ago, participating in a Parkin
son's support group, in several 
therapies, and traveling with 
his wife. 

He was a founding member of 
the Summit Neighborhood As
sociation and continued to be 
a member of its board until he 
was hospitalized in the middle 
of October. He was also a mem
ber of Temple Emanu-El and 
attended Temple services and 
functions. 

Contributions may be made to 
The American Parkinson's Dis
ease Association of RI, Temple 

Emanu-El, or Home and Hos
pice Care of RI, Philip Hulitar 
Inpatient Center. 

Saul Kagan, 91 
NEW YORK - Saul Kagan, the 
founder and a longtime chief of 
the Jewish Claims Conference, 
died November 9. 

Kagan helped found the orga
nization in 1951 to be the main 
vehicle for negotiating with 
Germany over restitution for 
Holocaust survivors. In a state
ment announcing his death, the 
Claims Conference credited 
Kagan with securing tens of 
billions in restitution payments 
during his 47 years at the helm 
of the organization. 

"Saul always made his work 
about the mission and never 
about himself," the Claims Con
ference said. "He was the very 
embodiment of humility, decen
cy, integrity and wisdom." 

Kagan was himself a survivor 
of sorts. A native of Vilna, Lith
uania, he fled the country in 
1940 on a journey that took him 
to Vladivostok and Japan before 
reaching Hawaii. He eventually 
made his way to New York. His 
father survived the war in the 
Soviet Union, but his mother, 
brother and grandparents were 
killed by the Nazis. 

Kagan found himself back 
in Europe before the war's end 
as an intelligence officer in the 
U.S. Air Force. After the war, 

• 
Kagan, who spoke 

• six languages, coor
dinated property res
titution in Germany 

for the U.S. Army. According to 
the Claims Conference, he was 
involved in the creation of U.S. 
Government military order No. 
59, which allowed Holocaust 
survivors and victims' families 
to file claims for property con
fiscated by the Nazis. 

In 1952, Kagan played a key 
role in the landmark Lux
embourg Agreements, when 
representatives of Israel, Ger
many and the newly created 
Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany sat 

down to hammer out a repara
tions agreement for the crimes 
of Nazi Germany. 

The mood at the negotiat
ing table was solemn, recalled 
Kagan - by then the executive 
director of the Claims Confer
ence - "There were no hand
shakes, there was no banter or 
anything else," Kagan said in 
halting tones. "We somehow 
had the feeling that we were not 
alone in this room. Somehow 
we felt that the spirits of those 
who couldn't be there were 
there with us." 

The document signed that 
year established payments from 
West Germany to the Claims 
Conference and Israel. 

"For the first time in the his
tory of the Jewish people, op
pressed and plundered for hun
dreds of years ... the oppressor 
and plunderer has had to hand 
back some of the spoil and pay 
collective compensation for 
part of the material losses," 
Israeli Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion wrote in a 1952 let
ter to the Claims Conference's 
first president, Nahum Gold
mann. 

Kagan was instrumental in 
setting up some of the most 
significant compensation pro
grams at the Claims Confer
ence. In 1980, Germany agreed 
to the establishment of the 
Hardship Fund, which has is
sued one-time payments of 
2,556 euros (or their equivalent) 
to 390,000 victims of Nazism. 
Following the reunification of 
Germany, Kagan helped ne
gotiate the creation of the Ar
ticle 2 pension program to pay 
Nazi victims who had not re
ceived compensation from the 
agreements dating back to the 
1950s. He also helped extend the 
Claims Conference's purview 
to include restitution from Aus
tria. 

Through the Claims Confer
ence, Kagan helped establish 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust me
morial and museum in Jerusa
lem and the program to honor 
righteous gentiles - non-Jews 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 
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Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 
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Call for a free preneed planning guide. 
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who helped save Jews during 
the Holocaust. 

Kagan stepped down from the 
helm of the Claims Conference 
in 1999 and was succeeded by 
Gideon Taylor. Even after he 
handed over the reins of the 
Claims Conference to Taylor, 
Kagan still did work on behalf 
of the organization. 

He also was a board member 
of the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, the 
Foundation for the Preserva
tion of Jewish Heritage in Po
land, the World Jewish Restitu
tion Organization and Yeshiva 
University's Wurzweiler School 
of Social Work. 

Kagan is survived by his wife, 
Eleanor, a daughter, Julia, and 
stepchildren Jonathan and Em
ily Lobatto. 

Harold Aide■ Levin, 90 
PAWTUCKET - Harold Alden 

Levin died Nov. 14 at Miriam 
Hospital. He was the husband 
of Rita (Greenberg) Levin for 
65 years. Born in Providence, 
a son of the late Paul and Lena 
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(Sweet) Levin, he had lived in 
Pawtucket for 45 years. He was 
the co-owner of Levin Plating 
in Pawtucket for 45 years, retir
ing in 2007. 

He was a graduate of Mt. 
Pleasant High School, Class of 
'41. He was an Army Air Corps 
veteran of WW II, serving in the 

·- Pacific Theater from -=---= 1942 - 1945. He was 
a member of Temple 

Sinai, Kirkbrae Country Club 
and Touro Fraternal Asso
ciation. He was an avid golfer, 
boater and fisherman. Devoted 
father of Mark Levin and his 
wife Brenda of Elmhurst, Ill, 
Lisa Goyette and her husband 
Jason of Pawtucket and the late 
Barry Levin. He was the father
in-law of Nancy Levin of Cran
ston and grandfather of Cory, 
Brian, Jessica, David, Joshua, 
D.J . and Michaela. 

Contributions may be made 
to FEAT/ RI (Families for Ef
fective Autism Treatment), 5 
Crane Terrace, Narragansett, 
RI 02882. 

HealthSource RI and EOHHS 
release month one enrollment numbers 

PROVIDENCE Health-
Source RI and the Executive 
Office of Health and Human 
Services (EOHHS) have re
leased the following enroll
ment data for HealthSource 
RI's first full month in opera
tion (Oct. 1-Nov. 2): 

Total completed and processed 
applications (per HealthSource RI 
and EOHHS): 4,405 

*Total HealthSource RI enrollments: 
1,192 

Paid enrollments: 267 

Unpaid enrollments: 925 

Medicaid enrollments (per EOHHS): 
3,213 

In addition, HealthSource 
RI has released certain vol
ume metrics for its seventh 
week in operation. During the 
week beginning Sunday, Nov. 
3, through Saturday, Nov. 9, 
HealthSource RI reported: 

Contact Center calls received: 
3,779 

Contact Center walk-in visits: 575 

Total Website visits: 19,246 

Total unique Website visits: 
16,074 

Accounts created: 2,025 
Completed and processed ap

plications: 761 
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ARE YOU AT THE 

END OF 
YOUR ROPE! 

Are you fed up with special diets and 
programs that only lead to frustration 
and failure? 

If you've been struggling with your 
weight for years and continue to worry 
about the consequences , we can help. 

Health Way RI 

WEIGHT~F-WELLNESS 
Integrating Body, Mind and Spirit 

We've applied the experience of years with 
the expertise of a Board Certified Physician 
and Registered Dietitians to finally guide you 
to long term weight loss and optimal health . 

♦ Comprehesive medical evaluation 

♦ Personalized weight loss plan 

♦ When indicated, latest weight loss 
medications 

.:I I:.. ,r-
HealthWayRI 

Irving T. Gilson , MD 
Medical Director 

INTERESTED? 
Call for more information 

or to schedule a free 
orientation with a 

Registered Dietitian . 

401-228-6010 
Offices conveniently localed in 

Cranston and Greenville 

www.healthwayri.com 
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The perfect fit 
Give the Gift of Jewish Camp this Hanukkah 

BY ALICIA ZIMBALIST 
NEW YORK - We're embarking on the 
season of giving and, if you're a parent or 
grandparent, you know that a large part 
of that is gift giving. This year choose a 
Hanukkah present that your child will 
love and also creates a vibrant Jewish fu
ture - Jewish camp. 

Nonprofit Jewish overnight camp offers 
the best of traditional camp from swim
ming to zip lines, boating to arts & crafts. 
Kids have a blast while discovering who 
they are and learning Jewish values like 
tikkun olam (repairing the world). That's 
the beauty of Jewish camp - campers 
just see fun but they are learning self
confidence, independence, and leadership 
along with Hebrew, the value of commu
nity and teachings from the Torah. 

For those kids who prefer non-conven
tional camp activities or have a special 
interest they would like to pursue, the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC) is cur
rently running the Specialty Camps In
cubator II to launch four new camps that 
focus on sports, wellness, science & tech
nology, business, and more, while weav
ing in Jewish culture, values and learn
ing throughout the camp program. 

Thanks to the generosity of The Jim 
Joseph Foundation and The AVI CHAI 
Foundation, the four new camps are now 
open for enrollment for summer 2014! 

Camp Inc. will provide a business 
and entrepreneurial summer camp ex
perience rooted in Jewish values on the 
campus of the University of Colorado in 
Boulder. Campers will learn how to build 
a company in an industry of their choice 
and gain the skills necessary to become 
innovators and social leaders in business, 
philanthropy and the Jewish community. 

Camp Zeke will be a Poconos-area 
camp that will help children become 
healthier, fitter, happier and more spiri
tually-engaged Jews. It is founded on the 
time-honored Jewish lesson that physical 
and spiritual wellbeing go hand-in-hand. 
Focusing on pure foods , energizing fit
ness activities and culinary arts, Camp 
Zeke will immerse campers in traditional 
teachings of shmirat haguf(taking care of 
the body) and the latest developments in 
exercise science and nutrition. 

JCC Maccabi Sports Camp will be for 
young Jewish athletes who are passionate 
about sports and desire to advance their 
skill levels. Based in the San Francisco 
area, this camp's focus will be less on the 
individual's current skill level than on 
the athlete's capacity to be coached and 
a commitment to competitive sports with 
Jewish values and traditions weaved into 
the every day. 

URJ 6 Points Sci-Tech Academy will 
provide quality educational opportuni
ties in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) for campers in 
Byfield, Massachusetts, just outside of 
Boston. It will not only engage campers' 
curiosity about the world through hands
on exploration, experimentation and re
flection, but it will also immerse them 
in a vibrant Jewish community. Jewish 
values, ethics and tradition will be woven 
together with the spirit and excitement of 
open scientific inquiry. 

One Happy Camper grants are available 
for first time campers attending these 
new camps as well as other Jewish camps. 
Find out if your child is eligible for up to 
$1000 at OneHappyCamper.org. 

For more information: contact Alicia 
Zimbalist alicia@jewishcamp.org, or call 
646-278-4546. 

Editor's note: The Foundation for 
Jewish Camp (FJC) is the only public or
ganization dedicated solely to nonprofit 
Jewish overnight camps. FJC employs a 
variety of strategies toward a single goal: 
to increase the number of children in 
Jewish summer camps. To this end, the 
Foundation creates inspiring camp lead
ers, expands access to and intensifies de
mand for camp,'and develops programs to 
strengthen camps across the Jewish spec
trum in North America. Through stra
tegic partnerships on local and national 
levels, FJC raises the profile of Jewish 
camp and serves as a central resource 
for parents and organizations alike. FJC 
works with more than 155 camps, 73,000 
campers, and 11,000 counselors across 
North America each summer to further 
its mission. 
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Happy birthday, Touro Synagogue 
BY RABBI MARC 

MANDEL 
In honor of its 250th anni
versary, Touro Synagogue 
of Newport is proud to an
nounce that there will be a 
re-dedication of the syna
gogue, on Sunday, December 
l, the fourth day of Hanuk
kah. 

The synagogue was dedicat
ed on Hanukkah in 1763. 

"Its almost 250 years to 
the day" said Rabbi Marc 
Mandel, the spiritual leader 
of Touro Synagogue, who is 
coordinating the event with 
Cliff Guller, the chairman of 
the program committee of the 
synagogue. 

"Cliff and I studied the 
diaries of Ezra Stiles and, 
thanks to Stiles, we know ex
actly what took place at the 
original dedication in 1763," 
said Rabbi Mandel. 

Stiles, a minister who lived 
in Newport, was a close 
friend to the leaders of Touro 
Synagogue and later became 
President of Yale University. 

The keynote speaker at the 
re-dedication will be Mor
ris Offit, a Vice Chair of the 
UJC Board of Trustees; he 
also chairs the UJC Center 
for Jewish Philanthropy. He 
is the immediate past Presi
dent of UJA-Federation of 
New York and he has been 
a generous supporter of tne 
Touro Synagogue Founda
tion. 
· Judah Touro, son of Isaac 

·1fouro, was a major philan
thropist and helped the syna
gogue and the city of Newport 
fo numerous ways. "We hope 
people from all over Rhode 
Island will join us for this 
spiritual event," said Guller. 
"Touro Synagogue has a glo
rious history, but the focus of 
this event is the future of the 
Jewish people and what we 

need to do to insure Jewish 
continuity." 

There will be a Hanukkah 
party following the re-dedica
tion. Although admission to 
the event is free and open to 
the public, reservations are 
required. To make a reserva
tion: rsvp@tourosynagogue. 
org. 

Drs. Rubinstein & Ducoff, Inc. 
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Michael L. Rubinstein DDS, FAGD 
Robert J. Ducoff DMD, FAGD 

Mabra B. Rubinstein DDS, FAGD 
362 Ives Street 

Providence, RI 02906 
( Corner Waterman St.) 

401.861.4358 
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Touro Synagogue 

Tockwotton Means ... 

ON THE WATERFRONT 

. . . Promises Kept 
" Tockwotton Assisted Living 

promised to make my mom 
feel at home. She loves the place! 

Tockwotton made good 
on its word. " 

- JONATHAN SALTZMAN 

Discover Tockwotton- where a tradition of 
exce l lent ca re meets waterfront elegance. 
See for yourse lf what people are talking 
about and arrange your v isit and private 
discussion today. 

Limited availability on beautiful 
assisted living apartments. 
Call Today! 401-272-5280 

500 Waterfront Drive • East Providence, Rhode Island 02914 

www.Tockwotton.org 

A SSISTED I IVING • MEMORY CAR[ 

-

SHORT-TERM R[H A BILITATION • SKILUD NlJR'IIN(, , 

----~----------~-------~---
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No time for football 

WISHING YOU A 
HAPPY HANUKKAH! 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Edith H. Aje.llo 
Jennifer Kiddie, Treasurer 

JOSHUA 

MILLER 
STATE SENATE 

Happy 
Hanukkah! 

Working for the Residents of District 28, 
Cranston and Providence. 

www.joshuamiller.org 

BY ROBERT C. NELSON 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

Starting in 1980, I would travel 
to Vermont to be with my sister 
and her family for Thanksgiv
ing. The routine was to have 
turkey on Thursday and to go 
to a restaurant on Friday night. 
On one Thanksgiving, every
thing was uneventful until 
the Friday evening following 
Thanksgiving. 

My sister made dinner reser
vations for 7:00 p.m. Our family 
was passing the time away that 
afternoon by watching football 
on television. It was getting 
close to when we had to leave to 
be on time at the restaurant and 
my sister was anxious to get go
ing. As we were getting ready to 
go, we stopped to watch the last 
seconds of a game. There were 
no more than 30 seconds left in 
the game and we were dawdling 
so we could watch the end of the 
game. In a loud voice, my sister 
said, "Turn off the television!" 
To escape her wrath, we shut off 
the television. 

After dinner, when we got 
back to the house, my nephew, 
who was 14 at the time, went 
downstairs to check the football 
scores. He came running up the 
stairs screaming and yelling 
at his mother. He was not at all 
happy with her but, to preserve 

•family harmony, I will not re
peat his utterances. The year 
was 1984 and what had hap
pened, and what we had missed, 
was that Doug Flutie made his 
Hail Mary touchdown pass 

FROM PAGE 28 THANKS 

Alliance JCC 

Early Childhood Center 

@ ;;~~~.~!~~]~~~~ 
Now enrolling for the 2014 - 2015 school year! 

What makes our program different? 

Flexible drop-off and pick-up times to fit your busy schedule 
Low student to teacher ratio in a warm, nurturing environment 
Reggio Emilia Approach to learning based on principles of respect, responsibility 
and community permits children to explore and discover - promoting a love of 
lifelong learning 
Children develop at their own pace in our multi-age setting, while improving their 
social skills for future schooling success 
Beautiful, bright classroom surrounded by nature in an exclusive synagogue 
location provides unique learning experiences for children including Jewish values
based teaching 
Our curriculum, in alignment with the Rhode Island Department of Education 
Early Learning Standards, takes a child centered approach 

Editor's note: Rabbi Moshe 
Mones, writer, producer and 
director (under the name of 
Paul Mones) is the 2013 award 
winner - Best Director - at the 
Moondance Film Festival for 
his film "Dovid Meyer: The 
Orphan from Jerusalem" (See 
the Sept. 27 issue of The Voice 
"Moondance International 
Film Festival Premiere.") 

The Jewish Voice 

with no time left in the game to 
win for Boston College over Mi
ami. We never saw it live as did 
millions of other viewers. This 
is an event that is always talked 
about every holiday season. 

*Additional note: This piece 
was edited for historical ac
curacy by Jewish Voice Edito
rial Consultant Judith Romney 
Wegner. She writes: "The 'mir
acle of the oil' is a rabbi11ical 
tradition recorded in the Tal
mud many centuries after the 
historical Maccabean revolt, 
which took place in the years 
167-164 B.C.E. 

Enroll now! For more information or to schedule a tour, 
contact Sara Foste r at sfoster@jewishall ianceri.org. HAPPY HANUKKAH 

* SENATOR * gaylegoldin.com 

The Alliance JCC ECC is a program of the Jewish Alliance of Grea ter Rhode Island. 
District 3 • East Side 
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WARWICK - Mendel Laufer, the son ofRabbi Yossiand Shoshana Laufer and grandson of Rabbi Yehosua 
and Michla Laufer, is shown putting on tefillin for the first time as "practice' before his Bar Mitzvah. 
He had a ceremony for this occasion on October 18 at Congregation Sons of Jacob, Providence. 

The Voice wants your photos and stories 

I The Jewish Voice has received wonderful stories and 

I beautiful multi-generational family photos. To add yours 
to the special Dec. 20 GENERATIONS issue, email them 
to: anorman@jewishailianceri.org. by Dec. 6. If sending 
by snail mail, please enclose a stamped self-addressed 

I 

envelope and mail to: The Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

,,. 

WHY THE TWO STATE 
SOLUTlON lS VlTAL 

A Discussion with lsraeli Journalist Akiva Eldar 

Sunday, December 8 7:30 PM 
Temple Emanu-El 

99 Taft Avenue, Providence, Rl 

Israel is currently in direct negotiations with the Palestinians for the first time in over five years. 
Yet the response from the Jewish community has been muted. Should it be? 
Akiva Eldar will discuss why the two state solution is vital to Israel's security 

and to its Jewish and democratic character and what to do to support it. 

Akiva Eldar is a columnist for Al-Monitor's Israel Pulse. He was formerly a senior columnist and editorial 
writer for Haaretz and also served as the paper's US Bureau Chief and diplomatic correspondent. In 

2006, the Financial Times named him among the world's most Influential commentators. 

Sponsored by J Street Rhode Island 
J Street Rhode Island is t he loca l home for pro-peace, pro-Israel engagement and advocacy. 

rhodeisland@jstreet.org 
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The Jewish 
Voice 

wishes all of our 
readers, advertisers 

and board members a 

Happy 
Hanul<l<ah! 

Caterers, Wedding/Reception 
Venues, Bridal Gowns and 
Bridesmaid Dresses, Tuxedos, 
Jewelry, Gifts, Bakers, and 
Photographers 

All are needed to create 
the Perfect Wedding! 

Call Tricia at 421-4111 ext 160 
or Karen at 529-2538 

To Reserve Your space in the 
Annual Bridal edition of 
The Jewish Voice on 
January 17, 2014! 

.. -
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FROM PAGE 23 SIGD 
of Ethiopia are Jews in every 
sense." 

In his address, MK Shimon 
Solomon suggested that the Sigd 
holiday has three primar y func
tions: to safeguard Jewish iden
tity and assure that Jews remain 
distinct from genWes; to safe
guard the Jewish way of life; and 
to bring about peace in the home 
and between friends. 

"The Sigd is my answer to 
those who question our Jewish
ness," MK Solomon declared. 

Rabbi Yosef Hadane, the Chief 
Rabbi of the Ethiopian commu
nity, stressed the significance 
and historical context of the 
Sigd in his speech. "This day is 
important for us, the Jews from 
Ethiopia, as well as for the entire 
nation of Israel, as all of Israel 
are responsible for one another," 
he said. 

The rabbi recounted that in 
Ethiopia the practice was for 
Jews to gather and ascend a 

ISRAEL 

mountain during the Sigd, to 
pray, and afterwards to return to 
the synagogue. 

"Why don't we pray in the 
synagogue? Why do we climb a 
mountain?" Rabbi Hadane asked. 

He explained that the Sigd 
practice of worshiping outdoors, 
on a mountain, is connected to 
the original receiving of the To
rah on Mount Sinai. 

"We celebrate in commemo
ration of Ezra and Nehemiah," 
the rabbi said, describing how 
the Jews in the land of Israel 
had forgotten much of the Torah 
and intermingled with the local 
non-Jewish population as a re
sult of the Babylonian exile, but 
that when Ezra arrived. he reor
ganized the community "so that 
all will be according to the ways 
of Moses and Israel." As a result, 
the Jewish community repented 
and recommitted itself to the 
covenant with God in Jerusalem. 

"Gentlemen," Rabbi Hadane 

said, returning to his point about 
why the holiday is celebrated 
atop a mountain, "the accep
tance of the Torah at that time 
was similar to the acceptance of 
the Torah at Mount Sinai," and 
each year that covenant is re
newed during the Sigd. 

As the Sigd has a strong ele
ment of repentance, it is also a 
fast day. Following the services, 
the worshipers joyously escorted 
the qessotch to a specially erect
ed tent at the Armon Hanatziv 
Promenade, in which the fast 
was broken. The aroma of loaves 
of dabo bread wafted from the 
tent. After traditional celebra
tory Ethiopian dancing, the qes
sotch recited blessings and then 
passed out bread to the people 
crowded within, and the Sigd 
ceremony at the Promenade con
cluded. 

As during last year's pilgrim
age, I visited the Netanya home 
of Q,es Emaha Negat, one of the 

oldest qessotch in Israel, in order 
to consult with him. This time, 
we were joined by my brother 
Amir Afsai, and by Q,es Emaha's 
son, Efraim Negat. Among the 
topics the qes talked about was 
the importance of maintaining 
Ethiopian Jewry's unique reli-

One-Stop Pain Relief 

Handel Center 
FOR 

Spine I Sports I Pain Intervention 

A graduate ofThe University of 
Michigan Medical School, Dr. Handel 
did his residency training at Harvard 
Medical School and is currently an 

Assistant Professor at Brown Medical 
School. Dr. Handel is an lnterventional 

Physiatrist, specializing in Physical 
Medicine, Pain Intervention and 

Sports Medicine. 

Todd E. Handel, M.D. ~ Bnowr-.: 
1ntt'l'\'l' n11unal rm utn,t , t'linku.d .\<~:tin Prott'~"-Or \:{9 .\lp,m \ ~',ct1< .. ,I 

100 Highland Avenue, Suite 102 Providence, RI 02906 
401 -305-5280 (t) 

www.handelcenter.com 

Therapeutic Heated Pool (Cranston location only) • Chronic Pain Conditions 
• Orthopedic & Neurological Conditions• Post-Surg ical Care · Sports Injuries · 

Rehabilitation of the Spine 

"Patients with pain require a 
multidisciplinary approach involving 
patient, physician and physical therapist. 
I entrust my patients' physical therapy 
needs to Liberty Physical Therapy where 
comprehensive, compassionate and 
patient focused treatment gets the results 
patients deserve." 

- Dr. Todd Handel 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

I 00 Highland Avenue // Suite 305 
Providence // Summit Medical Bldg. 
--- 865-6940 ---

I 528 Cranston Street 
Cran ston// Spine Tech Bldg. 
--- 228-7216 ---

WWW.LIBERTYPT.COM 

The Jewish Voice 

gious heritage in the state of Is~ 
rael, including the Sigd celebra-, 
tion. ~ 

"The Sigd isn't something that 
the community formed there (in 
Ethiopia). It was instituted here, 
in Jerusalem, after the return 
from the Babylonian exile," Q,es 
Emaha said. "So our community 
safeguarded it, to strengthen Ju
daism, and kept it for 2,500 years. 
We don't understand why the 
rest of the Jewish nation didn't 
maintain it. And now we want 
the entire Jewish nation to safe
guard this heritage." 

Editor's note: Shai Afsai 
(ggbi@juno.com) is a Provi
dence resident. Ilene Perlman 
(perlmanida@com) resides in 
Boston. The two traveled to Is
rael in late October and early 
November to document the Sigd 
celebration there. 

Shai Afsai's article "The Sigd: 
From Ethiopia to Israel" will be 
published in "CCAR Journal: 
The Reform Jewish Quarterly" 
in 2014. Text from that forthcom
ing article currently accompa
nies a photographic exhibit of 
the same name about the Sigd, 
which Afsai put together with 
the Israeli Shaliach (Emissary) 
to Rhode Island, Matan Graff. 
The exhibit, which includes pho
tographs of the Sigd celebration 
in Ethiopia taken by Ilene Perl
man in the 1980s, is now being 
shown in Maryland. 
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operated by JFNA Prererred Provl 

1<enestoa1r~ 

VENICE - The Laborio family of Temple Beth-El, Fay, left, Joe, Estelle and Rose, read The Voice in 
Venice, Italy. MOLLIE SAVIT 

JERUSALEM - Alliance President and CEO Jeffrey Savit, in Jerusa
lem for the Jewish Federations of North America General Assem
bly, stands outside the Mamilla Hotel. 

If you haven't already heard, we have a wonderful new place at the Alliance 
JCC that was made especially for you! The room has a space for everyone 
in your family. There is a sitting area for adults, where they can watch the 

Today Show after school drop-off, while catching up with a friend over a cup of 
coffee. The PJ Library reading area provides comfortable seating and a variety of 

seasonal books for children and parents to enjoy. Tables and chairs, even highchairs, 
provide community members a spot to enjoy a quick lunch or snack, and the kid 's 

art counter is always stocked with crayons, scissors and glue. It is our hope that the 
Alliance Family Room Parenting Center becomes your home away from home. 

f T 
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Millions of people live in places where being Jewish can still 
mean economic hardship or the threat of physical harm. 

Our Jewish Peoplehood initiative is helping them to recover 
their culture - and sometimes their health, dignity, and sense 
of belonging to a global Jewish community that cares. 

Our three initiatives.Jewish Life & Learning, Caring & Social 
Responsibility, and Jewish Peoplehood work in harmony to 
help people - here in Rhode Island, in Israel, and around 
the world. Being aware of the growing and changing needs 
in our community and creating solutions to meet them is 
something in which we take great pride. This is all possible 
because of the generosity of people like you. 

Please support our 2014 Annual Campaign. 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.42 1.4 111 
jewishall iancer i.org 

The Jewish Voice 
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: • • • • • • • • incluuir ~ • • • • • • • 

• • • Diagnosis and treatment 
for 50 Israeli children 
requiring special needs 
intervention 

• Educational and 
enrichment activities for 
f40 Ethiopian-Israeli teens 

more than f,000 people 
attend Limmud-Keshet, 
a .3 day study-fest in Poland 
that helps construct a 
modern Polish-Jewish identity 
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