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Zelniker Conference, 
Deborah Grayson Riegel 

at the Alliance JCC 
'Strategic Storytelling to Engage and Inspire' 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDE NCE - Communica
tions expert Deborah Grayson 
Riegle will share her innova
tive strategies for engaging 
communication with her pre
sentation, "Strategic Story
telling to Engage and Inspire," 
at the annual 

source, but J ewish educators 
often find it challenging to 
tell stories strategically and, 
therefore, effectively. Some 
educators struggle with how 
to cull the key points and how 
to incorporate inspiration and 
action. Riegel will guide pa r 
ticipating teachers and prin
cipals to advance their enthu-

siasm for and 
Joseph & commi t ment 
Leba Zelniker to education, 
Confe rence. learn the key 
This year's elements of 
program, pre- an effective 
sented by the stor y, dis-
Educational cover how to 
Services De- !ink stories 
partment of to their orga-
the J ewish nization's val-
Alliance of ues, mission 
Greater Rhode and vision, 
Island, brings and find out 
outstanding how to design 
Jewish edu- _D_e_bo_r_a_h_G_ra_y_s_on_ R_i_eg_e_l ___ and deliver 
cators to the their stories 
community and is scheduled 
for Sunday, Oct. 27, from 8:30 
a.m. to noon at the Alliance 
JCC. 

Storytelling is a rich part 
of our Jewish tradition and 
an adaptable, universal, eco
nomical and educational re-

using five key steps that yield 
results. 

A communication and be
havior expert who helps cor
porations, Jewish organiza
tions and individuals achieve 
personal, interpersonal and 
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GUNTHER NEZHOOA 

LIVING ON THE EDGE 
Brandeis: Economic instability has risen dramatically 

in the Greater Rhode Island Jewish community 

BY KARA MARZIALI 

Many of our Rhode Island friends and neighbors 
and, yes, even some in our families, live on the 
edge: On the edge between economic security and 
uncertainty - on the edge between hope and de
spair. 

Aware that there are problems in our communi
ty, The Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, 
with the support of Alan Hassenfeld, commis
sioned Brandeis University's Steinhardt Social 
Research Institute to examine the economic sta
tus of Greater Rhode Island's Jewish community. 
The findings of lead researchers Fern Chertok 

and Daniel Parmer have been reported in "Living 
on the Edge: Economic Insecurity among J ewish 
Households in Greater Rhode Island." 

Rhode Island families , including Jewish house
holds, were especially hard hit by the recent eco
nomic downturn and there is little indication of 
improving conditions on the horizon. With fixed 
incomes, few employment opportunities and the 
rising cost of living, many find themselves caught 
in the clutches of economic vulnerability. 

The research shows that two percent of Jew
ish households in the Alliance service area fall 
below the federal poverty guidelines. Another 18 
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Jewish Alliance Family Room Parenting Center opens 
\µ ___ Comic writer Dan 

Ella, left, Yaakov, Julian, Ezra and Avi are enjoying the new Family Resource Parenting Center after school. 

Zevin greets guests 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Tuesday, 
October 8, about 50 people at
tended the opening and dedica
tion of the new Alliance Family 
Room Parenting Center at the 
Alliance JCC. Comic writer and 
performer Dan Zevin greeted 
guests and signed copies of his 
book "Dan Gets a Mini-Van (Life 
at the intersection of Dude and 
Dad)." Michelle Cicchitelli, Di
rector of Jewish Life, welcomed 
the enthusiastic and apprecia
tive gathering. 

Cicchitelli explained that this 
ARTHURC. NORMAN PARENTING I 17 
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QUOTABLE QUOTE 

"I used to be the one 
that helped others; 
now I need help." 

COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

American Jews focus of two recent studies 

BY LEE KOSSIN 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - Within re
cent weeks, the Steinhardt So
cial Research Institute (SSRI) 
at Brandeis University released 
a demographic study of the 
American Jewish population as 
of 2012 (related story on page 1). 
The Pew Research Center also 
released a comprehensive sur
vey of American Jewry which 
overlaps with the SSRI study 
and extends it by covering other 
topics, including Jewish identi
ty, religious beliefs and practic
es, rates of intermarriage, con
nections with Israel and social 
and political views. 

The estimates the Jewish 
population at 6.7 to 6.8 million, 
which is a relative decrease' 
over time compared to the en
tire American population. Mov
ing forward , this population is 
very likely to continue to de
crease because of a low fertility 
rate and the increase in inter
marriage, which results in less 
of a Jewish identity. 

Jewish Americans tend to 
be older, more educated, more 
affluent and more urban than 
Gentile Americans . Though 
many are affluent, a fifth report 

Uncovers some surprising attitudes 
an income below $30,000. Sev
eral trends are reported: more 
than half of the self-identified 
Jewish population report hav
ing non-Jewish spouses; in-

creasingly, Jewish adults report 
themselves as secular as op
posed to religious Jews. Almost 
one-third of the population says 
it has no denomination while 
another third identify as Re
form. Denominational switch
ing tends to occur from more 
traditional to less traditional 

and then to no denominational 
identification as the population 
ages. 

As could be predicted, Jewish 
connections and community 

are stronger among those who 
report themselves as religious 
as opposed to secular Jews and 
those who have married non
Jews. Overall, while a small 
majority donated to a Jewish 
cause, only a third of the popu
lation belong to a synagogue. 
The majority of Jews say being 

Jewish is important to them, 
that they are proud to be Jews 
and that they feel connected to 
and responsible for other Jews. 
Only a minority feel that being 
part of a Jewish community is 
essential to being Jewish. A 
vast majority feel that remem
bering the Holocaust and lead
ing an ethical and moral life is 
essential. 

While many say that caring 
about Israel is essential to being 
Jewish, twice as many people 
feel that having a sense of hu
mor is more important than ob
serving Jewish law and eating 
traditional Jewish foods. Per
haps one of the most surprising 
results of the Pew survey was 
the answer to questions about 
what is compatible with being 
Jewish. Over two-thirds of the 
respondents felt that atheism 
was compatible and a full third 
thought that believing Jesus 
was the Messiah was accept
able. 

In a household where there 
is at least one Jewish adult, a 
large number report that their 
children are being raised Jew
ish in some way. Last year, fully 
half of all Jewish children were 
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The local expertise your business needs, with 
the local service your business deserves 
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RHODE ISLAND PREPARES TO "ANSWER THE CALL'' 
ON-SUPER SUNDAY 

November 24 promises to make a difference for the Jewish community 
BY: HILLARY SCHULMAN 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Nov. 24, volunteers from across 
Rhode Island will come to
gether at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island from 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to make a 
difference in the Jewish com
munity, raising funds for the 
2014 Annual Campaign. Super 
Sunday, the Jewish Alliance's 
largest phone-a-thon of the 
year and an annual tradition, 
is a family-friendly event that 
strives to help meet the· grow
ing needs of our local and over
seas communities. Volunteers 
are encouraged to bring their 
cellphones and take part in the 
age-old Jewish tradition of tze
dakah. 

Amanda Eisenberg, presi
dent of Jewish Family Service, 
and Jeffrey Padwa, president 
of Jewish Seniors Agency, are 
co-chairs of this year's Super 
Sunday. Driven by their pas-

berg at the Biltmore Hotel, at
tracting more than 300 com
munity members. There is a 
tremendous amount of excite
ment and momentum from that 
event that I know will have a 
positive influence on the suc
cess of our Super Sunday." 

Padwa said, "I'm proud 
to chair Super Sunday with 
Amanda Isenberg, knowing 
that the funds raised will help 
those in need, support the 
people of Israel and ensure a 
strong local Jewish communi
ty for future generations." 

sion and commitment to the 
agencies they lead and their 
appreciation for the Jewish Al
liance's tremendous impact in 
the community, Isenberg and 

"Super Sunday has always been a day that brings us together in the spirit 
of community and tzedakah." 

The annual Super Sunday 
event not only raises funds cru
cial to the continuity of the 300 
programs and services here in 
Rhode Island and abroad, but 
also raises awareness of the 
Alliance's important role in 
strengthening Jewish life in 
Rhode Island. Even as the eco
nomic status of many in this 
country continues its upward 
trend, times are still tough for 
most. 

People locally and abroad 
rely on the Alliance and its 
agencies for assistance, now 
more than ever. Isenberg 
states, "At my agency, Jewish 
Family Service, we see so many 
people in need, and thanks to 

Padwa have been working to- said, "By chairing this year's 
ward making this Super Sun- Super Sunday, Jeffrey and 
day a success. Susan Leach De- Amanda are demonstrating ex
Blasio, the Jewish Alliance's traordinary community spirit 
2014 annual campaign chair, and commitment. Their collab-

oration sends a great message 
to our community that we are 
here for one another, standing 
together in solidarity to help 
strengthen and sustain our en-

tire Jewish community. 
"We kicked off our 2014 Cam

paign last month with a phe
nomenal Campaign Launch 
event featuring Mike Green- SUPER SUNDAY I 6 

Get immediate care for all orthopedic related sprains, 
fractures, back strains, work accidents & sports injuries. 

OrthoNow 
After Hours Orthopedic 

Walk-in Care 

► Why wait in a crowded hospital ER? 
► Walk in and see an Orthopedic Specialist 
► Convenient evening hours! 

We can see you NOW! 

5:30PM - 9:00PM 
Monday - Friday 

588 Pawtucket Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI 

Call 401-495-1700 
OrthoNowRI.c,:om 

For serious injuries, go to the closest hospital. OrthoNowRI is NOT 
for chronic orthopedic problems, second opinions, or pain medication. 



4 I October 25, 2013 COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

Women's Alliance Rosh Hodesh held at new home of Torat Yisrael 

BY TRINE LUSTIG 

EAST GREENWICH - Fifty 
women gathered at the beauti
ful new home of Temple Torat 
Yisrael in East Greenwich to 
hear Rabbi Amy Levin's Rosh 
Hodesh presentation. Many in 
the audience had never visited 
the synagogue's new facility, 
which opened in May and over
looks lush, wooded conserva
tion land. 

Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow, 
Rosh Hodesh chair, noted that 
"this program was held at 
Torat Yisrael because it is im
portant for Alliance programs 
to reach more Jews in Rhode 
Island. We were thr illed to be 
hosted in this beautiful new 
building." In the spacious so
cial hall, Rabbi Levin spoke 
about the different ways that 
God remembers, as well as 
what the Jews are asked to re
member, as written in the To
nih. 

For example, on several oc
casions, God "remembers" 
barren women like Sarah and 
Rebecca. Rabbi Levin noted 
that most barren women men
tioned in the Torah ended up 
having sons who became fa
mous character s in the biblical 
stories. In other instances, God 
remembers his covenant with 
Abraham - usually when He is 

Rabbi Amy Levin discusses memory, remembering 

about to take action. 
There are other times when 

God commands the Israelites 
to remember. For example, 
"Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy" or "Remember 
this day on which you went 
out of Egypt from the house 
of bondage." In these cases, 
remembering is presented as 
a commandment that must be 
obeyed. 

Rabbi Levin finished with a 

per sonal story about her moth
er and aunt, who used memor y 
in different ways. Her aunt was 
the family storyteller who used 
memor ies to bring together 
their family and keep their tra
ditions alive. In contrast , her 
mother struggled with short
term memor y loss toward the 
end of her life and it took a toll 
on how she perceived herself. 
This encouraged many in the
audience to share their per-

sonal stories of memor y and its 
impact on their families. Rabbi 
Levin concluded by emphasiz
ing the impor tance of both col
lective and personal memor ies 
in our lives. 

Trine Lustig (tlustig@ 
jewishallianceri.org) is Senior 
Development Officer for the 
J ewish Alliance. 

Rabbi A my Levin 

It's· a one-day fund raising phone-a-thon. A day when the community comes 
together to do what's right - to raise money to help those in need and 

strengthen our Jewish community. 

Join us on Sunday, November 24 from 9:30am - 5pm and make a difference. 

Volunteer to make calls with us, if only for an hour. If you can't volunteer, 

answer the call. 

For more ir:iformation about becoming a Super Sunday 

volunteer, contact Michele Gallagher at 401 .421 .41 11 

ext. 1 65 or mgallagher@jewishallianceri.org. 

Agency teams are encouraged to volunteer. 

Money raised during Super Sunday goes into the Alliance Annual Campaign. In other words, 

we use it to help people. 

Instead of focusing on one need, we look at the community as a whole. This way your donation 
helps the issues you're aware of as well as those that are less obvious, but no less important. 

Being aware of the growing and changing need in our community and creating solutions to meet them is something 
in which we take great pride. This is all possible because of the generosity of people like you. 

On Super Sunday answer the call - make a difference. 
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Boston Jewish Film Festival 
celebrates 25 years 

BY SHELLEY A. SACKETT 

BOSTON - For one with an 
insatiable movie appetite, the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival is 
manna from heaven. This year 
marks BJFF's 25th anniver
sary - a milestone for any film 
festival, let alone a niche one. 

Jaymie Saks, executive di
rector since 2009, and Amy 
Geller, artistic director since 
2011, are BJFF's operational 
and creative leaders. They are 
proud ofBJFF's longevity. 

"In these times when fund
ing is being cut and festivals 
come and go, the fact that we're 
around is a testament to the 
work we do and to the com
munity that supports it," Saks 
said. 

Part of the reason the Boston 
Jey,,;ish Film Festival is so suc
cessful is the diversity of films 
soreened each year. 

"There are so many ways to 
explore and celebrate being 
Jewish;' Geller explained. "If 
you go to-J.0 different movies 
at the BJFF, you may see your 
history represented, but maybe 
you'll [also] see the experienc
es of other people that are dif
ferent ." 

Both believe the discussions 
and sense of community the 
Festival fosters are important 
attractors . Saks and Geller are 
especially interested in broad
ening programming for young 

■JEWISH 
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adults and professionals. 
"Fresh Flix: Not Your Bub

be's Festival" is a program 
within the BJFF geared to 
young adults. Launched in 
2011, it has been hugely suc
cessful. The excitement it gen
erated led CJP's (Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies) Young 
Adult Division to contact the 
Festival and offer collabora
tion and support. "Fresh Flix" 
features a short film competi
tion, director Q&A's, a mid
night show, and pre- and post
screening meetups. 

"We are constantly look
ing for new ways to build 
off the magic we all experi
enced at last year's short film 
competition,"Geller said. 

The women predict that new
technology will have a major 
impact on how people experi
ence film in the future. 

"I think there will be a radi
cal transformation in what we 
now think of as watching film," 
Saks said. "Audience involve
ment will change from [simply] 
viewing a movie, to one where 
viewers become participants." 

Despite cyber advances, 
Geller believes people will still 
want to come together to watch 
cutting edge fi lms in theaters 
and participate in live discus
sions. "I see how film can im
pact people. I see that there are 
people who really care about 
that sense of community," she 
said. 

Highlights of the BJFF 
The BJFF will screen more 

than 48 independent, full
length, short, fictional and doc
umentary films in 12 locations 
from November 6-18. 

COLUMNISTS 

Highly Recommended: 
"Aya," "Big Bad Wolves" and 

"Bethlehem" won 2013 Ophirs, 
the Israeli Oscar. "Bethlehem" 
will be Israel's submission to 
the American Oscars. 

"Stories from Israel" is a trio 
of Israeli films made by and 
about women. "El Gusto" is a 
charming and educational doc
umentary about an Algerian 
orchestra of Jews and Mus
lims. 

"Sukkah City" is a documen
tary about 12 contemporary 
architects and designers who 
construct personalized, artis
tic sukkot in New York's Union 
Square (S.ee "Sukkah City ex
perience ... " in the August 30 
issue of The Jewish Voice), and 
the riveting "Generation War" 
is a television miniseries about 
the effects WWII had on five 
young German adults. 

North Shore Screenings: 
On November 12, Cinema 

Salem will show "The Dewey 
Stone Connection," a saga 
about Brockton native and Zi
onist philanthropist Dewey 
Stone, and "Ben Gurion Host
ing," an animated biography of 
Ben-Gurion by the creators of 
"Waltz with Bashir." 

On November 18, Hollywood 
Hits in Danvers will screen 
"One Small ffitch," an engag
ing romantic comedy. 

Editor's note: Shelley A. 
Sackett (shelley.sackett@gmail. 
com) is a Providence native 
residing on Boston's North 
Shore. This article originally 
appeared in the Jewish Journal, 
Mass., and is reprinted with 
permission. 

Bernice Schweber, Child & 
Family 2013 Volunteer of 
the Year award recipient 

Helping others is second nature to retiree 
BY IRINA MISSIURO 

imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

On Wednesday, October 2, 
Bernice Schweber received a 
Volunteer of the Year Award 
during Child & Family's 147th 
Annual Meeting. Lansdale 
Patterson, the Director of Vol
unteer and Intern-
ship Program at 
the center, present
ed the award to 
Schweber. Patter
son, who is appre
ciative of Schwe
ber's dedication 

she could help others. When 
a friend recommended Child 
& Family, a service provider 
in Newport, Schweber found 
her calling. After all, even 
the website for the center de
scribes it as "a place where 
people come together to give 

says, "Everybody 
loves Bernice. 
She's wonderful." 

Schweber enjoys 
meeting new peo
ple and lending a 

V fun e r 
hand. When Saul Schweber 
retired from his furniture 
business after 30 years, Ber
nice Schweber, who used to 
work alongside her husband, 
felt that she was not quite 
ready to kick back and relax. 
A giving person, she decided 
to look for a position where 

help, to receive help and to 
support the work of others." 
And help is exactly what 
Schweber does when she cov
ers the front desk for several 
hours a week. 

As first point of contact for 
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Dr. Stanley Aronson, Michael Fink, Alison Stern Perez 
and Rabbi James Rosenberg 
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FROM PAGE 3 SUPER SUNDAY 
the Alliance's support, we are 
able to provide counseling ser
vices, synagogue-based social 
welfare services and kosher 
nutrition services, including 
meal sites for older adults and 
people with disabilities." 

Funds raised on Super 
Sunday and throughout the 
Annual Campaign will also 
ensure that our community 
is engaging families with 
young children and will 
guarantee the continuity of 
the One Happy Camper pro
gram by providing grants 
to children to attend Jewish 
overnight camp. Volunteer 
callers are needed to achieve 
the Alliance's life-saving and 
life-enriching mission. 

Super Sunday this year is 
not only for the fundraisers . 
The Alliance will have pro
grams all day for children, 
including a tzedakah project 
in which all religious school 
students can participate. 
Babysitting will be available 
all day, enabling parents to 
volunteer their time to make 
calls. 

Eddie Bruckner, vice presi
dent of Financial Resource 
Development for the Alli
ance, remarked that, "The 
2014 Annual Campaign is off 
to a great start, having al
ready raised over $1 million. 
Super Sunday has always been 
a day that brings us together 
in the spirit of community and 
tzedakah. It's about the power 

ACADEMIC 

RACIALLY DIVERS E 

CHILD-CENTERED 

of the collective. The dollars 
raised on Super Sunday and 
throughout the Campaign will 
ensure that we can continue 
to engage families with young 
children, make sure that the 
members of the next generation 

have strong Jewish identities 
and help the most vulnerable 
members of our community. 

"I'm confident that this mes
sage on Super Sunday will in-

spire people to give generously, 
increasing their support from 
last year if they can. But more 
importantly, I hope that each 
call on Super Sunday will in
still a sense of pride in know
ing that each gift has meaning, 

is impactful and is making a 
real difference." 

So mark your calendars for 
Super Sunday on November 
24 and volunteer your time 
to help the Jewish commu
nity. The Jewish Alliance is 
committed to strengthening 
our Jewish community, so 
please make sure to answer 
your phone and contribute 
generously to the 2014 An
nual Campaign. This phone 
call is too important to miss 
and our community is count
ing on it. 

To learn more or to donate 
online, visitjewishallianceri. 
org. 

To volunteer, make 
your gift before Super 
Sunday or get more 
information, contact Michele 
Gallagher at mgallagher@ 
jewishallianceri.org or 421-
4111, ext. 165. 

Hillary Schulman is a 
Development Associate in 
Financial Resource Devel-
opment for the Jewish Alli

ance. Contact her at hschul
man@jewishalliaiiceri.org or 
421-4111 ext. 127. 

open house 
Saturday, November 2, 10am 

Thursday, January 23, 9am 

401-434-3833 Nursery to eighth grade, East Providence, RI 

www.gordonschool.org 

------~ -- --·------ -----·-
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Providence's Mike Abrams 
receives Lymphoma 

Research Foundation 
National Leadership Award 

LYMPHOMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

Elizabeth Thompson, LRF CEO, and Mike Abrams 

NEW YORK, N.Y - The Lym
phoma Research Foundation 
(LRF) announced on Oct. 17 
that Providence resident Mike 
Abrams has been awarded its 
Ellen Glesby Cohen Leader
ship Award. LRF is the na
tion's largest non-profit orga
nization devoted exclusively 
to funding innovative lym
phoma research and provid
ing people with lymphoma 
and healthcare professionals 
with critical information on 
the disease. 

"I am honored to receive 
this award from the Lympho
ma Research Foundation and 
to be recognized in tills way," 
said Abrams. "My work with 
the Foundation in New Eng
land and efforts to grow our 
advocacy presence here are 
incredibly meaningful to me." 

Abrams is the LRF Mas
sachusetts Advocacy Chair. 
In this role, he organizes lo
cal efforts to ensure that the 
voice of the lymphoma com
munity is being heard by fed
eral lawmakers. He has been 
responsible for coordinating 
meetings between members 
of Congress and lymphoma 
patients, letters to the editor 
campaigns, and advocate re
cruitment and education ac
tivities. In addition, Abrams 
has been steadfast in the 
Foundation's efforts to pass 
oral chemotherapy parity leg
islation at the federal level. 

"Mike has dedicated count
less hours to creating a vi
brant community of advo
cates in New England," said 
Meghan Gutierrez, LRF Chief 
Communications Officer and 
Director of the LRF Advocacy 
Program. "He has also been a 
stalwart in the Foundation's 

fight to ensure that patients 
are not subjected to outra
geous cost sharing for oral 
cancer therapies and keeping 
cancer care affordable for ev
ery patient. It is only because 
of the efforts of extraordinary 
leaders like Mike that we are 
able to advance our policy 
priorities and, ultimately, our 
mission." 

The LRF leadership award 
is named for Ellen Glesby Co
hen, President and founder 
of the Lymphoma Research 
Foundation of America, one of 
LRF's predecessor organiza
tions . Glesby Cohen founded 
the organization in response 
to her own battle with Non
Hodgkin's lymphoma and 
became a tireless patient ad
vocate. The award recognizes 
outstanding volunteer lead
ership and dedication to the 
lymphoma community. 

The award was presented 
to Abrams by Gutierrez and 
LRF Chief Executive Officer 
Elizabeth Thompson before 
an audience of 500 people 
during the North American 
Educational Forum on Lym
phoma, the nation's premier 
educational conference for 
people with the disease, held 
this year in New York City. 

LRF is the nation's largest 
non-profit organization de
voted to funding innovative 
research and serving the lym
phoma community through a 
comprehensive series of edu
cation programs, outreach 
initiatives and patient servic
es. To date, LRF has awarded 
more than $54 million to lym
phoma-specific research. 
For more information on 
LRF's research, education 
and services: !ymphoma.org 
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ECC teacher becomes a bat mitzvah at 52 
Be! nice Stone fulfills a life-long goal 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

Bernice Stone waited 40 years 
to become a bat mitzvah, but 
it was worth the wait. On Oct. 
5, 2013, she chanted her Torah 
portion at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. Growing up Ortho
dox, Stone didn't think that Or
thodox girls could become a bat 
mitzvah. She says, "It was not 
anything I ever considered." 
Last June, she saw a bat mitz
vah ceremony at Temple Beth
El of a woman older than she. 
Stone approached the woman 
and spoke with her about the 
experience. Inspired, Stone de
cided that she, too, would take 

the steps necessary to prepare 
for this rite of passage. 

An avid cyclist, she rides a 
recumbent tricycle and, ev
ery week during last summer, 
Stone rode it along the bike 
path to meet with Paula Bodo, 
who graciously volunteered her 
time to teach her. Starting with 
the Aleph Bet, Bodo patiently 
taught Stone Hebrew using 
flashcards. They would chant 
Torah together, a pastime Stone 
describes as "a pleasure." Shar
ing that she is happiest and 
most at peace when she is learn
ing something Jewish or riding 
her tricycle, it's easy to see why 
the bat mitzvah preparation 
appealed to her. The parashat 
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visitors, clients and donors, 
Schweber answers all types 
of questions, putting every
one at ease. A tactful person, 
she always respects the sen
sitive nature of clients' visits 
to the center and makes sure 
to approach them carefully. 
For more than a dozen years, 
Schweber has · been serving 
the center. While the staff and 
some policies have changed, 
one aspect remains the same -
if you find yourself visiting the 
facility on John Clark Road 'on 
a day Schweber is volunteer
ing, you will be greeted warm
ly and pleasantly by a dedicat
ed woman who takes pleasure 
in helping others. 

Lansdale Patterson de
scribes Schweber as "unflap
pable, handling a number of 
'front-desk situations' over the 

years with aplomb. Just deal
ing with our current phone 
system alone is an award-win
ning feat." Patterson continues 
praising Schweber, "Bernice is 
a true gem, embodying all the 
best of what we strive for Child 
& Family itself to be - helpful, 
caring, knowledgeable and 
kind." 

Schweber's commitment to 
the community is not limited 
to her volunteer work at the 
Child & Family center. She 
also serves on the board of 
Touro Synagogue and works 
at the soup kitchen, feeding 
Newport's homeless. Schwe
ber's kindness does not go un
answered. She says, "And it 
works both ways; it's good for 
me too!" 

ACCEPT th e CHALLENGE 

SEE things DIFFERENTLY 

Get Your HANDS Dirty 

FIND Your VOICE 

MAKE So me NOISE 

MAKE Someth ing BETTER 

Fit in by STANDING OUT 

,, www.providencecountryday.org/admissions/accept-the-challenge 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, October 26 • 10:00 am • 12:00 pm 

THE Providence Country Day SCHOOL 

college prep I arts I athletics 
summer programs I grades 6-12 I co-ed 
660 Waterman Avenue l East Providence, RI 

401 .438.5170 I www.provldencecountryday.org 

Stone chanted concerned Noah 
and the Ark, so she also "wrote 
a bit about the arky arky and 
gopher wood" to share it with 
her friends and the temple's 
congregation. 

Stone is thankful to her hus
band Howard for his support. 
Before the big day, Stone's hus
band practiced chanting with 
her, working on perfecting the 
singing and making her com
fortable with the chant. Prior to 
her chanting of the Torah por
tion, he was honored with an 
aliyah. Mr. Stone also bought 
bagels and challahs for the 
event. Stone loved hearing him 
say from the bimah how pleased 
and proud of her he was. To cel
ebrate, Stone and her guests en
joyed a wonderful brunch at the 
temple, provided by her friend 
and co-teacher at Temple Ha
bonim's ECC Sara Foster and 
her husband. 

At Temple Habonim, Stone 
teaches Sunday school to third 
graders. While the daycare 
housed in the temple is cur
rently on hiatus, Stone is eager 
to resume teaching there on a 
daily basis. Currently, she is 
teaching at the Early Childhood 
Center at the Alliance JCC in 
Providence. 

An attorney with 22 years 
experience, she ljas been study
ing early childhood education 
and will receive her certificate 
shortly. Stone is extremely ex-

Howard and Bernice Stone 

cited about the achievement be
cause it has been her dream to 
work with children and she is 
passionate about being able to 
finally Jive it. 

Congratulations to Bernice 
Stone on her bat mitzvah, her 
determination and her success! 

HunterDouglas 
' . 
115 tl1e 
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SEPTEMBER 14 • DECEMBER 17. 2013 • 

Save $100* 
or more with rebates 
on qualifying purchases of 

JOy. 
Wonderful window fashions now at a savings. 

Hunter Douglas window fashions. 
Plus, a federal tax credit opportunity on Duette• ArcMella• 
Honeycomb Shades through December 31, 201 3."" 

American Wallpaper & Design 
Center 
44 Troy St 
Fall River MA 
M-F: 9:00-6:00: Sat 9:00 - 5:00 
www.amwall.com 
Leah Ehrenhaus-Hersh; Kenny Her.;h 
508-672-3751 
www.windowblindsa ndwalkoveri ng .com Follow Us At Facebook 
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BY JOHN LANDRY 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

With all the news on high
stakes testing and the imple
mentation of Common Core 
standards, it's easy to miss 
another education movement 
building up steam. As experts 
have long recognized, students 
learn better when they work on 
self-directed projects they care 
about. The chaltenge has been 
how to make student-directed 
learning happen in a classroom 
while still teaching core compe
tencies. Many schools are now 
in a wave of experimentation to 
get there. 

Teachers at the Jewish Com
munity Day School of Rhode 
Island (JCDS) had already be
gun developing a project-based 
curriculum when their new 
head of school, Adam Tilove, 
arrived this past summer. He 
strongly encouraged the effort 
and pushed it forward with a 
bold step. 

In past years, kids in grades 
1 to 5 had weekly class in
struction in computers. Tilove 
dropped this requirement and, 
instead, encouraged teachers to 
integrate computer skills into 
regular instruction, with sup
port from an outside specialist. 
Class time formerly devoted 
to computers is now devoted 
to Design Lab, which Tilove 
described as a combination of 

The Alliance JCC is a di~sion 
Jewish Alliance of Great~r Rho .. 

COMMUNITY The Jewish Voice 

Freewheeling creativity at JCDS 
Cardboard Challenge demonstrates acti~e learning 

"shop class, art class, and sci- to become a center of educa- ~r-----.,----,--;,,--------,.-,..,---..,. .... _._ 
ence class." tional innovation for the Provi-

The Lab is a dedicated room dence area. He encouraged 
stocked with a variety of con- Rosier to organize a big event, 
struction materials for student- open to the public and hosted by 
run projects. Fifth graders, for the school. 
example, worked in teams to The result was one of Rhode 
build a scale model of Noah's Island's two sites for the Glob
ark. First graders sketched al Cardboard Challenge - the 
out a "peace table" and made other was at the Providence 
a cardboard prototype, before Children's Museum. Rosier re
helping the teacher build the cruited a dozen other parent 
table out of wood. volunteers from the school to 

Meanwhile, a parent at the 
school, Dave Rosier, happened 
to see "Caine's Arcade," a You
Tube video about a nine-year
old boy who built a series of 
amusement park games from 
boxes at his father 's auto parts 
store. The video went viral 
and led to the formation of the 
Imagination Foundation, which 
sponsors a "Global Cardboard 
Challenge" in early October. 

handle publicity and oversee 
the building, with help from 
school staff as well. 

They had plenty of material 
to work with, thanks to school 
alumnus Adam Sine!, a manag
er at Berger Recycling in Paw
tucket. Atomic Appliance in 
Providence also donated card
board boxes. Close to 100 kids 
came to build and play on Oct. 6, 
many with no other connection 
to the school. The school's gym 
became a maze of cardboard, 
tape and building projects. 

Eli, left, and Sivan at the Global Cardboard Challenge 
hosted by JCDS 

JOHN LANDRY 

Rosier mentioned it to Tilove, 
who said it fit perfectly with the 
Design Lab and the school's em
phasis on creativity, collabora
tion and hands-on learning. It 
also fit with the school's efforts 

To add some direction, the 
Challenge at JCDS included 
two competitions: the tallest 
structure (the winner was over 
16 feet tall), and the first bridge 
to span six feet while support
ing ten water bottles. But Ro
sier was delighted to see that, in 
general, the kids needed little 
guidance from adults. From 
arcade games to roller 'sleds to 
ponies, children tried out all 

sorts of designs on their own. 
As Tilove pointed out, "If you 
give kids just a little structure, 
th'ey'll surprise you with their 
initiative and creativity." 

John Landry is a parent at 
JCDS and a member of The Jew
ish Voice editorial board. 

J-Fitness 
at the Allian_ce JCC 

Our team of health & wellness professionals are 
committed to providing fitness for everyBODY 
- people of all ages and abilities - in a friendly 
and approachable environment. 

At J-Fitness, you have access to: 
Indoor heated pool 

• Cardio machines 
• Free-weight area 
• Fit Forever classes for Seniors 
• American Red Cross Learn-to-Swim program 
• Spinning™ 
• Zumba TM 
• Yoga 
• Pilates mat classes, and much more! 

J-Fitness now offers the BeWell program ... free for members! 
This exciting new program 4:!mpowers our members to track 

their fitness & wellness goals online and using a smartphone app. 

Speak to a }-Fitness staff member to team morel 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providen~e. RI 
401.421.41 I I I coming soon ... wvvw.jev,,ishallianceri.org 

• Alliance 

JCC 
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Sing "Happy Hanukkah" 
along with Matisyahu 
Jewish Rapper's 'Festival of Light' 

BY IRJNA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

IfMatisyahu's promoters were 
to claim that there's no other 
performer like him, no one 
could dispute their statement. 
Part hip-hop artist, part jazz 
scat singer, part hazzan vo
calist, Matisyahu composes 
dance music reminiscent of 
Bob Marley's songs - if the late 
singer had converted to Juda
ism and found inspiration in 
the Torah. 

Born Matthew Paul Mill
er, Matisyahu joined the 
Lubavitch Hasidic movement 
at 19. Dispensing with false 
modesty, he adopted the He
brew form of his name, which 
means Gift of God. Continu
ing in that vein, Matisyahu 
released "King Without a 
Crown," the 2005 single that 
made him world famous 
reached the Modern Rock To; 
10 and became a Top 40 US hit. 

After his 2004 debut album 
"Shake Off the Dust ... Arise," 
Matisyahu achieved gold in 
2006 with "Youth," which 
r.anked #1 on the Billboard 
Digital Album chart. In 2012, 
his album "Spark Seeker" 
boasted some impressive num
bers of its own, shooting up to 
the premiere spot on the U.S. 
Reggae Chart and peaking at 
#3 on the U.S. Independent 
Chart. 

Touring with various bands 

and headlining festivals, such 
as Bonnaroo, the singer's pop
ularity is growing. Instruct
ing us to seize the day in "Live 
Like a Warrior," he sings, 
"Today, today, live like you 
wanna." So, if you "wanna" 
see for yourself what all the 
fuss_ is about, you're in luc)fu 
Mat1syahu is going to perform 
at Lupo's Heartbreak Hotel, 79 
Washington St., Providence on 
Dec. 3·_ Doors open a\ 8 p.m.; 
the show starts at 9:00 p.m. 

If your Jewish organization 

or synagogue members wish 
to attend as a group, they can 
receive special perks, such 
as a Sound Check Party and 
Menorah lighting on stage. 
Two such options are avail
able: Festival of Light Part
ner (200-ticket commitment) 
and Festival of Light Group 
(50-ticket commftment). 

For information: Adam 
Weinberg at 786-390 -6117. 
For general admission tick
ets online: matisyahuworld. 
com. 

Victor & Gussie Baxt Fund 
at Rhode Island Foundation 

Provides Fundingfor Respite Program at Jewish Family Service 
BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri. 

org 

PROVIDENCE - A new pro
gram to sµpport the caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer's 
disease or other forms of de
mentia has been launched 
at Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island. The respite 
program is designed to pro
vide caregivers a time away 
from the person in their care. 

Caregivers will be able to visit 
friends, go shopping, rest or 
just have time for themselves 
while their loved one is cared 
for by a certified nursing as
sistant, 

The respite program is avail
able to residents of Providence, 
Pawtucket, East Providence, 
North Providence, Johnston, 
Cranston or Warwick This 
program is generously funded 
by the Rhode Island Foun-

I suppo rt the Jewish Voice & Herald ... 
do yo u? 

Althouj?h I returned to Israel in 2009, my one-year 
sabbatical stay in Providence was one of the highlights of my 
li fe - chief of wh ich was the extremely warm-and welcoming 
Jewish community in your wonderful town. My column in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald - the informationaJ "glue" that 
keeps your community together and a grcal reflection of its 
multi -faceted elements - is bot a small "repaym ent fo r that 
wonderful hospitality. Supporting The Voice & Herald, each 
person in his or her way, is definitely a wortliy endeavor. 

Sam Lehman -WiJzig 

dation through the Victor & 
Gussie Baxt Fund in memory 
of Victor Baxt. 
For more information on 
eligibility, contact the Home 
Care department at Jewish 
Family Service at 331-1244. 

BMW AUDI MERCBlES BINZ VOIKSWAGDI MN 
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I I I Why get caught off guard with I!; 

a problem? Schedule regular i!i 

I-moinlen~nce and ovoid costly surprises. I 
For quick, honest and expert service 

coll, email or stop by today 
!;1 lo book your appointment. i 
i Your car will ,vn better. 
I!! Cour1e,y dropoff to down!own. z i GERMAN MOTORS 
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~ 079 North Mom Strff t, Providence, RI 02904 
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Lunch and conversation 
with Chef Walter Potenza 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - When it comes 
to delicious food, the only thing 
better than talking about it is 
eating it. On Monday, Nov. 4, at 
11 a.m., you'll get to do both at 
an open meeting of the Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association. 
Join Chef Walter Potenza, the 
Rhode Island restaurateur 
cooking school director, cook'. 
book author and connoisseur of 
Mediterranean and European 
gastronomy, for a petite lun
cheon and tasty conversation. 

Have an interest in the 
cuisines of the Roman Empire, 
Middle Ages and Renaissance 
or Sephardic Italian Jews? 
You're in luck, because 
Potenza is an expert in those 
fields. Love to visit Federal 
Hill on a nice day? Ask him 
questions about Providence's 
Little Italy. Potenza does 
know his subject matter. e 
is the recipient of multiple 
recognitions that include the 
Six Star Diamond Award, the 
Portonovo Award from the 
Marche Region of Italy and the 
prestigious Insignia Award 
in 1999 and 2006, presented 
by the Italian Government -
identifying Chef Walter as one 
of the Ambassadors of Italian 
Culinary Culture Worldwide. 

Arriving in the United States 
at age 19 from Abruzzo, Italy, 
Potenza abandoned studying 
history at Rhode Island College 

Che/Walter Potenza 

in favor of the culinary field. He 
opened his first restaurant in 
East Greenwich in 1985. Now 
Potenza Ristorante in Cranston 
boasts authentic rustic dishes. 

If you are interested in learn
ing about food preparation for 
yourself or for those with diet 
restrictions due to celiac and 
diabetes diseases, terracotta 
cooking or reinterpreting Jew
ish Italian dishes, do come to 
the luncheon. Even if you don't 
enjoy the craft, you should at
tend to meet the chef featured 
in numerous international gas
tronomic publications and on 
many television shows. 

The event is free and open to 
the public and will be held in 
the Miriam Hospital Hurvitz 
Board Room, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence. RSVP to Mary 
Ferreira at 793-2520 by Oct. 28. 

""'VN. THE WHEELER SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 9 A.M. - NOON 

216 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906-2246 

PHONE : 401.421.8100 WEB: W\V.V.WH EELERSC H OOL.ORG 

I N THE HEART OF COLLliGE HI LL SINCE 1889 •• CE LEBRATI NG OUR 125TH YEAR! 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: The Wheeler School doei not dl,almln•te on the buls of r.t« col~ 
~I(, rellgion, naUonal orlgll\ lt!xu-,1 Ofl(lnt.1Uon or dli,;iblllty In the admlnl11ntlon ol lb eduutional, admisiion~ :;!:::~ ~ld1~:~:!'or.iKulty and ttaff re<roltment and hiring polklts, athletics or o thtf" Pf09"•ms or activities 
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-CALENDAR 
Ongoing 

AIUance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program provided every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Alli
ance. 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
Noon - lunch; 12:45 p.m. - program. 
$3 lunch donation from individuals 
60+ or under-60 with disabilrties. Neal 
or Elaine, 861-8800, ext. 107 

Am David Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher 
lunch and program provided every 
weekday. Temple Am David, 40 Gar
dine'r St., Warwick. 11:15 a.m. - pro
gram; noon - lunch. $3 lunch donation 
from individuals 60+ or under 60 with 
disabilities. Elaine or Steve. 732-0047 

Continuing Through 
October 29 

Illustrations, Photography and Wall 
Art at Habonim. Artists R. W. Alley, 
W. Robert Kemp and Roberta Segal 
exhibit their work. Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Road, Barrington. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m .. Fridays 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. and by appointment. gallery@ 
temple habonim.org or 245-6536 

Continuing Through 
Nov.15 

Recent Work by Walter Feldman. Fea
turing collages honoring the victory 
in World War II and reliefs hand
painted on Japanese paper. gallery 
(401), Alliance JGC. 401 Elmgrove 
Ave .. Providence. Erin Moseley at 
421-4111 ext. 108 or EMoseley@ 
jewishallianceri. 

Continuing Through 
Jan.2 

Prints, Landscapes and Cut-paper 
Wall Sculpture at Habonim. Featuring 

,three RI artists: Carol FitzSimonds, 
Wendy Ingram and Robert Pillsbury. 
165 New Meadow Road, Barrington. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m .. Fridays 9:00 a.m. • 1:00 
p.m. and by appointment. gallery@ 
temple habonim.org or 245-6536 

Friday I Oct. 25 
Beth Elders Shabbat and Dinner. 

Guest speaker Dr. Fred Lazin. Visiting 
Scholar at the Taub Center for Israel 
Studies. New York University speaks 
about the current srtuation in Israel. 
Temple Beth-El. 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence. 7 p.m. Judy Moseley at 
331-6070 or info@temple-beth-el.org 

Temple Sinai Member Recognition 
Shabbat Featuring Shireinu. the com
m·unrty chorus ofTemple Sinai. Temple 
Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave .. Cranston. 7:30 
p.m. Ann Messier at a.messier@cox. 
net or 942-8350 , 

CALENDAR I COMMUNITY 

Saturday I Oct. 26 
PJ Shabbat Storytime at Beth Sholom. 

Guest storyteller Dr. Aliza Krieger; 
for ages 3 to 8 years and sibiings. 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Camp 
St., Providence. 10:15 - 11:15 am. 
621-9393 

"My Son the Waiter - A Jewish 
Tragedy." Catch Brad Zimmerman's 
show before it goes on national tour. 
Alliance JGC, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. 7:30 p.m. $18. Erin 
Moseley at emoseley@jewishallianceri. 
org or 421-4111 ext. 108 

Sunday I Oct 27 
Zelniker Conference. Deborah Grayson 

Riegel shares strategies for engaging 
communication with "Strategic Story
telling to Engage and Inspire.· Alliance 
JGC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
8:30 a.m. - noon. Diane Cerep at 421-
41111 ext.182 

World Series of Jewish Desserts. 
Temple Beth-El. 70 Orchard Ave .. 
Providence. 4:00 • 5:30 p.m. Ruby 
Shalansky at 331-6070. rshalansky@ 
temple-beth-el.org or temple-beth-el. 
org 

Monday I Oct. 28 
Jewish Seekers Group. Discussion 

group led by Rabbi Elyse Wechterman 
for those thinking about or interested 
in converting to Judaism. Congrega
tion Agudas Achim. 901 North Main 
St.. Attleboro. Mass. 10 - 11 a.m. 
508-222-2243 

Tuesday I Oct. 29 
JCC Member Appreciation Day. 

Healthy snacks. fitness tips, raffle. 
Bring friends for free. JGC, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. 421-4111 
ext. 152 

Conversation with Walter Feldman. 
Artist shares his thoughts about'the 
creative process and discusses his 
current exhibit. gallery (401), Alliance 
JGC. 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
7 p.m. Erin Moseley at 421-4111 ext. 
108 or EMoseley@jewishallianceri 

Wednesday I Oct. 30 
Documentary Film at Tamarisk. "The 

March of the Living· tells of Holocaust 
survivors traveling to Poland with 
thousands of teenagers from around 
the world. 0 & A with Irving Kempner. 
son of Holocaust survivors. The Phyllis 
Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living 
Residence, 3 Shalom Dr., Warwick. 
6:30 p.m. Dianne at 732-0037 or 
dianneg@Jamariskri.org 

Affordable Care Act Seminar. Facilita
tor Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts and 
featured speaker Christine Ferguson. 
Alliance JGC Social Hall. 401 Elm
grove Ave .. Providence. 7 p.m. Marty 
Cooper at 421-4111. ext. 171. 

CALENDAR I 11 

Calendar Submissions 
Calendar items for our Nov. 8 THANKSGIVING & 
HANUKKAH PREP issue must be received by Oct. 28. 
Items for our Nov. 28 HANUKKAH GREETINGS issue 
must be received by Nov. 12. 
Send all calendar items to anorman@jewishallianceri. 
org, subject line: CALENDAR. 

The Jewish Voice 

"Through the Door of Life: 
A Jewish Journey Between Genders"· 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

Dr. Joy Ladin, the first openly 
transgender employee of an Or
thodox Jewish Institution, will 
be the guest of The Jewish Al
liance of Greater Rhode Island. 
On Nov. 7, she will discuss the 
latest of her seven books. 

Dr. Ladin received her Ph.D. 
from Princeton University, her 
MFA in creative writing from 
the University of Massachu
setts at Amherst and a bach
elor's degree from Sarah Law
rence College. She is a professor 
of English and holds the David 
and Ruth Gottesman Chair in 
English at Stern College for 
Women of Yeshiva University. 

She was a finalist for the 
Lamda Literary Award; she has 
been nominated, for the Push
cart Prize for Poetry. She was 
also a Fulbright Scholar. 

Dr. Ladin is on the board of 
directors for Keshet, headquar
tered in Boston - Keshet is a na
tional grassroots organization 
that works for full equality and 
inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisex
ual, transgender and question
ing (LGBTQ) Jews in Jewish 
life. Her presentation will be 
the first public program in our 
Jewish community addressing 
the transgendeF issue. 

The program1s made possible 
by the Community Relations 
Council (CRC) and the Alliance 

THROUGH THE DOOR OF LIFE 
A l[WISI ,ouun lllWCU GCIDUS 

Arts & Culture department. 
The CRC has supported issues 
of concern for the LGBTQ com
munity, including advocacy at 
the R.I. General Assembly and 
media involvement in support 
of legislation. 

The program, at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Alliance JCC, 401 Elm
grove Ave, Providence, is free 
artd open to the public; light re
freshments will be served. Dr. 
Ladin's books will be available 
for purchase and signing. 

For more information: Erin . 
Moseley (emoseley@jewishal
lianceri.org), 421-4111, ext. 108·. 

Understanding the 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
October 30, 2013 I 7pm " 
Alliance JCC I 40 I Elmgrove Avenue, Provide.nee 
Free and open to the community 

Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts will provide 
insight into the Affordable Care Act and 
HealthSource RI. She'll show how individuals, 
families, and small employers can easily enroll in 

a health care plan that will meet their needs. 

The Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamcare, kicked-off October I, 2013. 
The enrollment period for these two groups ends January I, 2014. 
The discussion will include how to choose the plan that _is best for you, how to 
enroll, who should enroll, what costs are associated, and tax credits. 

For more information contact Marty Cooper at 40·1.421.4111 ext. 171 or 
mcooper@jewishallianceri.org. 
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MATAN GRAFF 

JERUSALEM - Daniel Katz, left, son of Jewish Alliance Director of Jewish Learn-
mg Lar:y Katz, _and Matan Graff during Graff's visit home for the High Holy Days. 
Daniel is spending a year in Israel on a gap-year program, "Nativ. " 

Emissary takes pulse 
noll ~ollt of family and friends 

\.¢\1.Sf~ 
Fearing danger, some joke and go about daily routine 

BY MATAN GRAFF 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

PROVIDENCE - Just a few weeks ago, 
in late August, I flew back to Israel to 
spend Rosh Hashanah with my family 
in Moshav Tel-Adashim (near Afula), af. 
ter spending last year as the community 
(emissary) here in Rhode Island. It has 
been a wonderful year and I would like 
to thank everyone. I hope that my second 
year here will be as good as or even bet
ter than my first. 

As some of you probably know, the 
High Holy Days in Israel are special. Ev
erywhere you go, you see people getting 
ready, buying groceries and cleaning 
the dust off their extra tables and chairs. 
Sometimes it's a real challenge to fit ev
eryone into one room! But it's not just 
that. It 's that feeling, the atmosphere 
that you can feel everywhere. 

This public feeling is there all the time. 
Holidays, Shabbat, elections and, espe
cially, when the Middle East heats up 
and security issues pop up. A few days 
before Rosh Hashanah this year, the 
media reported on a possibility that the 
United States would attack Syria and, as 
a result, Syria would attack Israel. 

That's not the first time Israel has been 
threatened by others, but some people in 
Israel felt that if Bashar Af,Assad uses 
his weapons against his own people, he 
wouldn't hesitate to use them against Is
raeli citizens. This time the news - news
paper, on!ine, TV, etc. - was full of pic
tures of Israelis waiting in lines to pick 
up their gas masks, just in case some
thing happens. 

It was definitely something that made 
some people in Israel nervous. Yet others 
were joking that if Syria wants to bomb 
Israel, they should wait and do it after 
Rosh Hashanah, because Jews have 
been waiting for it for a year now and 
they wouldn't want to miss it. Yes, some 

Israelis joke a,bout this kind of stuff. If~ 
one funny way of dealing with the ever
present threat. 

I spent the holiday with my family 
and I had a great time. I felt very safe 
and secure and I trusted that the Israeli 
government and the international com
munity wouldn't let anything happen. 
In my opinion, most Israelis feel very 
safe these days - even when the threats 
become more real. Even when Syria 
threatened to attack in September, most 
people continued with their everyday 
routine and the shopping areas, malls 
and restaurants were full. 

In a way, one's level of comfort de
pends on where you live in Israel. Some 
people who live in the Golan Heights can 
see and hear the bombing in Syria (the 
fights between the Army and the Syrian 
rebels) and I'm sure that, for them, it was 
different than for people in Tel Aviv be
cause they felt it was more likely to hap
pen to them. Many of my friends are still 
serving in the Israeli army. From the 
updates I get from them, I know that the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) will make 
sure we are all safe. But I also hope that 
[the IDFJ won't need to do anything and 
that they, too, get back home safely. 

In the last few years, Israel has been 
threatened on a daily basis by Iran and 
their former president, Mahmoud Ah
madinejad. Many people in our region 
want to harm Israel. I believe that Is
raeli citizens are aware; they follow the 
news but also listen to the people on the 
streets, their friends and family - others 
may differ but, in my opinion, the main 
feeling about security threats to Israel 
today is to live normally. 
Matan Graff (Mgraf@jewishallianceri. 
org) is the Israeli Emissary to our com
munity, a position arranged by the Jew
ish Agency for Israel. 
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Wrestling wit'1 Moses and Jesus: Why Jews and 

Christians Need to Be Familiar With Each Other's 
Bibles. Second in 3-part series sponsored by 
the Barrington Interfaith Clergy Association. 
Barrington Congregational Church, 461 County 
Road, Barrington. 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. office@ 
templehabonim.org. 

Thursday I Oct. 31 
Rabbi Arny Levin Receives RI State Council 

of Churches Heroes of Faith Award. West 
Valley Inn, 4 Blossom St., West Warwick. 7:45 
am. • 10 :00 am. $35. (heroesofaith2013. 
eventbrite.com) or RISCC office at 461-5558 or 
riscc@councilofchurchesri.org or Marty Cooper 
(mcooper@jewishallianceri.org) or 421-4111 
ext 171. 

Saturday I Nov. 2 
Sisterhood Shabbat Service. Followed by lunch 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 Middle Road, East 
Greenwich. 9:15 a.m. 885-6600 or toratyisrael. 
org. 

Sunday I Nov. 3 
Israeli Music Night - Singing in Public - Shira 

Be'tzibur. Join Matan Graff for a night of live 
Israeli music. Alliance JCC Social Hall, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 7:00 • 8:30 p.m. 
Matan Graff at 421-4111, ext 121 or mgraf@ 
jewishallianceri.org. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls. Discussion featuring Rabbi 
Barry Dolinger and Israeli sofer Shel Bassel. 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Camp SL, Provi
dence. 7 p.m. officebethsholom@yahoo.com. 

Torah Scroll study and writing. Celebrate the 
commissioning of a new Sefer Torah. Noon - fill
ing in letters on a new Torah: 1:00 p.m. - scribe 
Shel Bassel will speak on "An Introduction to 
Writing Torah." Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence. Open to the public. For 
information and cost: rabbi@bethsholom-ri.org, 
officebethsholom@yahoo.com or 621-9393. 

Monday I Nov. 4 
Miriam Hospital Women's Association Luncheon. 

Conversation and lunch with Walter Potenza 
Hurvitz Board Room, Miriam Hospital. 164 
Summit Ave .. Providence. 11 am. Mary Ferreira 
at 793-2520. 

92Y Live Program Features Alan Dershowilz 
& Jeffrey Toobin. Simulcast Temple Beth-El. 
70 Orchard Ave .. Providence. 6:30 p.m. -
Dinner; 8:00 p.m. - Program. $15 - dinner and 
program; $5 - program only/members; $10 -
program only/non-members. 331-6070. 

Wednesday I Nov. 6 
Cranston Senior Guild Meeting. Entertainment 

by Mitch Kaplan. Tamarisk Assisted Living, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick. 1 p.m. Natalie Palla at 
615-9483. 

Wrestling with Moses and Jesus: Why Jews 
· and Christians Need to Be Familiar With Each 

Other's Bibles. Last in 3-part series sponsored 
by the Barrington Interfaith Clergy Association. 
Barrington Presbyterian Church, 400 County 
Road, Barrington. 7:00 • 8:30 p.m. office@ 
templehabonim.org. 

Thanks 
to our 

AdVertisers 
tor their 
support 

Caligraphy wit'1 Sofer Bassel Congregation 
Beth Sholom. 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (For more 
information, see Nov. 3.) 

Israeli Culture Through Film. "Follow Me: The 
Yoni Netanyahu Story· penetrates the tough 
exterior of the only soldier killed in Entebbe. Alli
ance JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 7:00 
p.m. $5; Alliance JCC members $3. Erin Moseley 
(emoseley@jewishallianceri.org) or 421-4111 
ext.108. 

Thursday I Nov. 7 
Documentary Film: "Two Who Dared - The 

Sharps' War." In 1939, Martha and Waitstill 
Sharp went to war-torn Europe, risking their 
lives to help feed and shelter anti-Nazi dissidents 
and Jews. Followed by Q & A with a member 
of the Sharp family. The Phyllis Siperstein 
T amarisk Assisted Living Residence, 3 Shalom 
Dr .. Warwick. 6:30 p.m. Dianne at 732-0037 or 
dianneg@tamariskri.org. 

Author Joy Ladin at Alliance JCC. Dr. Ladin, pro
fessor of English at Stern College for Women of 
Yeshiva University and the first openly transgen
der employee of an Orthodox Jewish institution, 
discusses her newest book. "Through the Door of 
Life: A Jewish Journey Between Genders." Alli
ance JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 7:00 
p.m. Erin Moseley (emoseley@jewishallianceri. 
org) or at 421-4111 ext 108. 

Opening at Habonim Gallery. "Prints, Landscapes 
and Cut-paper Wall Sculpture· features three RI 
artists: Carol FrtzSimonds, Wendy Ingram and 
Robert Pillsbury. Wine and cheese reception. 
165 New Meadow Road, Barrington. 7 • 9 p.m. 
245-6536 or gallery@templehabonim.org. 

Friday I Nov. 8 
Shabbat Service and Dinner in Honor of 

Veterans. Temple Torat Yisrael. 1251 Middle 
Road, East Greenwich. 6 p.m. 885-6600 or 
toratyisrael.org. 

Monday I Nov.11 '- •. 
QuiU Cutting wit'1 Sofer Bassel Coingregation 

Beth Sholom. 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (For more . 
information see Nov. 3.) 

Wednesday I Nov. 13 
Is Summer Camp for Your Child? For anyone 

interested in learning more about Camp JORI. 
Alliance JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
9 • 10 am. 861.8800 ext. 124 or rachel@ 
campjori.com. 

Thursday I Nov. 14 
Hanukkah Helper. Holiday preparation class 

for parents in interfaith families and anyone 
who wants to learn more. Alliance JCC, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 7 • 9 p.m. Kit Haspel 
(khaspel@jewishallianceri.org) or 421-4111 
ext 184. 

Is the Sky Falling? The Program in Judaic Studies 
at Brown University and Brown RISD Hillel invite 
you to a panel discussion: Scholars Analyze the 
2013 Pew Report on the Future of American 
Jews. 7:30 p.m. - Free and open to the public -
MacMillan Hall, Room 115, 167 Thayer Street. 
Providence. For information: Marshall Einhorn or 
863-9354 

,,,1.-.u\dn'1~d moruhan IQ(lf" ISminutnonan 
is,,; of }cwivl.\'oice&lm1ci.Now. l o.n't~throughil 
in one gnin~ - I read aod rerod the paper O\Tr SC\ff31 days. 
·some m3153YthU isa rcruh olmyagebut I UXffl'it'sbe,:ausc 
ol the \,irietyand depth of so maoyof1hcanidcs. I read aboot 
~ I SUPf'O", i5._<uf'S that an!' lotally new ,o mt and iMud with 
which I di.~rtt but am glad b1 M\-e thtopponunity to btttcr 
undmt,md. Thank )'1U kir ~iving me SU(h a mcaningf · 
cs;pnimce. Please m"f' ur thccxttlk:nt work of rq,om 

Linda Fain 
Pn.:widen«: 



12 I October 25, 2013 OPINION 

Build your house well 
Coulda, woulda, shoulda. How 
many times have we missed a 
step or skipped a step of a pro-

INTERIM 
EXECUTIVE: 
EDITOR 

· ARTHURC. 
NORMAN 

cess and 
then be-
moaned the 
fact that the 
result was 
less than we 
desired? 

I taught 
in Provi
dence's 
inner-city 
schools for a 
decade and 
a half and I 
shared this 
story with 
my students 
in hopes of 

getting them to give their best 
effort on every task. 

It is the story of an elderly 
carpenter who had been work
ing for a homebuilder for many 
years. He had built many beauti
ful houses during his career but 
now that he was getting old, he 
wanted to retire and lead a more 
leisurely life with his family. He 
would miss the income, to be 
sure, but his mind was made up. 

He went to his employer and 
told him of his plan to retire. 
The contractor felt sad at the 
prospect of losing a good worker 
but agreed to the plan because 
he wished to honor the request 
of his longtime employee. He 
asked the old carpenter to build 
just one more house - one last 
house - as a personal favor for 
him .. 

The old carpenter acceded to 

his boss' wish and started build
ing that last house, but it was 
easy to see that his heart was 
no longer in his work. He had 
lost the motivation to do quality 
work and, in a rush to finish , he 
resorted to shoddy workman
ship and inferior building mate
rials and he half-heartedly con
structed the house. 

When the house was finished, 
the contractor paid the carpen
ter, handed him the keys to the 
front door and said, "This is 
your house - my gift to you." 
The carpenter was shocked and 
forlorn. If only he had known 
that he was building his own 
house, he would have done it all 
so differently! Now, he would 
have to live in the house he had 
built none-too-well . 

Think of yourself as the car
penter. Know that you are build
ing your own house - your own 
life. You work every day but are 
you truly giving your best? All 
too often, we put our least ef
fort into work we don't like or 
work that we find uninteresting. 
Later, we are shocked at the sit
uation we have created for oµr
selves and try to figure out why 
we didn't do it differently. 

So it is with our lives. Life is a 
do-it-yourself project. Your life 
today is the result of your atti
tude and activities in the past. 
Your life tomorrow will be the 
result of your attitude and ac
tivities today! 

Build it well. 

LETTERS & ONLINE COMMENT 

Re: Camp and Israel Fair (Oct. 11) 
You're making me famous! 

Raffi Mark 

I am beyond impressed with your article and I am so proud of 
you. 

Heather Lowry 
Editor's note: Ms. Lowry is a former 

camp counselor ofElanah Chassen. 

Re: The Right To Bear Exactly What (Oct. 11) 
I really enjoyed your most recent column linking Second Amend

ment right to bear arms with the preservation of that evil institu
tion of slavery. Well done! 

Rabbi James B. Rosenberg 

Online comment, Re: Camp and Israel Fair 
The greatest joys in our lives have come through our children. 

Birth, b'nei mitzvot and graduations are standout examples. This 
article however is the pinacle of kvelling. The journey that Elanah 
began at Jewish day camps, Ramah and Israel has come full circle 
and now she is providing the insight and inspiration for others to 
follow in her footsteps. 

Pam and Rick Chassen 

The Jewish Voice 

Who is Hanan Ashrawi? 
Sober and sensitive, or unscrupulous? 

Hanan Ashrawi - Palestinian 
legislator, activist, and scholar 
- is an accomplished woman. A 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee and Prime Minis
ter Salam Fayyad's Third Way 
Party as well as being the first 
woman elected to the Palestin
ian National Council, she has 
managed to combine her politi
cal career with her more schol
arly pursuits. 

Born in 1946 in Nablus, in 
what was then the British Man
date for Palestine, she holds 

IT SEEMS 
TOME 
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a Ph.D. in 
Medieval 
and Com
parative 
Literature 
from the 
University 
of Virgin
ia. In 1973, 
she found
ed the De
partment 
of English 
at Birzeit 
Univer-
sity, near 
Ramallah, 

serving as department head 
from 1973-1978 and 1981-1984. 
In 2003, over the objections of 
some Jewish organizations, 
she won Australia's Sydney 
Peace Prize. 

Despite her impressive cre
dentials, I was somewhat re
luctant to attend Ashrawi's 
lecture at Brown University 
last September 25. I remember 
all too well seeing her in ac
tion on CNN 20 years ago or so, 
where she frequently appeared 
as the official spokesperson for 
the Palestinian Delegation to 
the Middle East peace process. 
I can still hear in my inner ear 
her fiery delivery of well-for
mulated but belligerent anti
Israel sound bites. 

I entered the auditorium of 
Brown's Salomon Hall expect
ing to hear more of the same; 
what I heard instead was an 
articulate, thoughtful and 
relatively balanced academic 
talk entitled "Oslo: Process vs. 

Peace," the first in a series of 
presentations under the ru
bric, "Oslo is Dead: Long Live 
Oslo." 

During her 50-minute lec
ture, Ashrawi argued that the 
reason the Oslo talks have not 
borne fruit during the past 20 
years is that this particular 
peace process has contained 
within it the seeds of its own 
destruction, that "the talks 
have led nowhere because they 
lack the ingredients of suc
cess." In particular, Ashrawi 
held that the Palestinian and 
Israeli peoples have needed to 
take public ownership of the 
peace process, while all along 
the process has remained se
cret. 

In addition, what was to have 
been a transitional phase has 
become permanent - freezing 
in place an imbalance between 
a strong Israel and a politi
cally and economically weak 
Palestinian people. According 
to Ashrawi, the Palestinians 
have been reduced to living 
in areas labled A, B, or C: "We 
live in letters of the alphabet." 

As was to be expected, 
Ashrawi insisted that Palestin
ian nation-building requires 
an end to the occupation, 
which she characterized as 
"captivity and · enslavement." 

QFrom her perspective, there 
can be no peace settlement un
til the occupation ends. 

From my own perspective, 
ending the occupation and 
achieving a peaceful two-state 
solution remain very much 
a chicken and the egg issue. 
Which comes first? Israel will 
not withdraw until it receives 
iron-clad security guarantees, 
while Palestinians will not 
declare peace until they have 
their own land on which to 
build their new nation. 

It should come as no sur
prise that Ashrawi has her 
share of vociferous critics. 
Among them is David Har
ris, executive director of the 
American Jewish Committee; 
on Sept. 2, 2012, he published 

a scathing online column in 
the "Huffington Post" entitled 
"Hanan Ashrawi Is to Truth 
What Smoking Is to Health," 
in which he accused her of 
having "just earned a gold 
medal for historical revision." 
The burden of Harris' piece 
is that Ashrawi, in an article 
addressed to Arabic readers, 
"asserted that there were no 
Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries." 

"Instead, according to her, 
there were only 'emigrants' 
who left their ancestral homes 
voluntarily. Jews were not sin
gled out for persecution, and 
if they were, it was, in reality, 
a plot by the Zionists." Given 
the fact that his wife happens 
to be a Jewish refugee from 
post-1967 Libya, Harris took 
personal umbrage at what he 
viewed as Ashrawi's "denial of 
Jewish history." Such denial 
of Jewish history "gets to the 
core of the conflict. It is not the 
side show; it's the main show." 

To be honest, since I cannot 
speak or read Arabic, I have 
no way of evaluating whether 
or not Harris has distorted 
Ashrawi's position. What I do 
know is that the Ashrawi in 
his column does not appear 
to be the Ashrawi I heard at 
Brown last month. 

Who, then, is Hanan 
Ashrawi - an unscrupulous 
historical revisionist wear
ing ideological blinders or a 
sober and sensitive academic 
and politician who grasps the 
nuances of an exceedingly 
complex situation? It seems to 
me that, like so many of us of 
a certain age, Ashrawi is most 
likely an earnest and capable 
woman who is still striving to 
reconcile the deep contradic
tions with which she has lived 
for several decades. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi 
emeritus of Temple Habonim 

. in Barrington. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@ 
templehabonim.org. 

Pew points the way toward more avenues to Jewish life 
BY ANDRES SPOKOINY 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Since the 
release of tlie Pew report on 
American Jews, the question 
I've been asked most often is 
what surprises me about it. 

What surprises me most is 
that anybody is surprised. 

The Pew report points to a 
series of phenomena that are 

well known in the world today: 
identity fragmentation, radical 
free choice, embracement of di
versity, and the breakdown of 
organizational and ideological 
loyalties. 

The report is not good or bad 
news. It shows us a reality we 
can't ignore anymore. It is up to 
us to see the opportunities hid-

den in this new reality. There 
are a few things we should be 
thinking about here. 

One, inclusiveness is no lon
ger optional. In a highly diversi
fied community like ours, inclu
siveness - of mixed marriages, 
of people with disabilities, of 
different sexual orientations, of 
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OUR MISSION COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 
The mission of The Jewish Voice is to communicate 

Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving 
voice to the diverse views of the Jewish community in 
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts, while 
adhering to Jewish values and the professional stan
dards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice publishes thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 words) 
and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) on is
sues of interest to our Jewish community. At our dis
cretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, repre-

sent the views of the authors; they do not represent 
the views of The Jewish Voice or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to Arthur Norman at The 
Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906 or anorman@jewishallianceri.org. Include 
name, city of residence and a contact phone number 
or email (not for publication). 
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More vulnerable than we thought ... more determined, too 
We are commanded to help 

BY RABBI AMY LEVIN 

This month, two different re
search studies have been re
leased that shed light on the re
alities of American Jewish life 
... and Rhode Island Jewish life. 

The Pew Research Center, a 
subsidiary of the Pew Charita
ble Trusts, is a very highly re
spected independent body that 
conducts research on a range 
of public issues. On October 1, 
the Center published a major 
study of American Jews. In the 
course of close to 150 pages, the 
"Portrait of Jewish Americans" 
presents statistics and analysis 
of Jewish American population 
estimates, intermarriage and 
other demographics, religious 
beliefs and practices, trends in 
American Jewish identity and 
more. 

The Overview of the study, 
available on the Pew website 
(pewforum.org/2013/ 10/01/ jew
ish-american-beliefs-attitudes
culture-survey/ ), reveals a few 
statistics that feed into some 
widely held assumptions about 
Jewish Americans and a few 
other statistics that challenge 
other of our assumptions: 

Jews have high levels of edu
cational attainment. Most Jews 
are college graduates (58 per
cent), including 28 percent who 
say they have earned a.· post
graduate degree. By compari
son, 29 percent of U.S. adults 

I, FROMPAGE12 PEW 
different ideologies and levels of 
observance - is not optional. We 
can no longer think in terms of 
a majority including a minority 
because in our highly diverse 
world, everybody is in one way 
or the other part of a minority. 

Two, we need more avenues 
to Jewish identity. Those of us 
who grew up in communities 
where the main expressions of 
identity were secular (Zionism, 
Hebrew, arts and culture) are 
not surprised to learn that more 
than 30 percent of young Ameri
can Jews do not identify as reli
gious in any way. But it would 
be foolish for us to think that 
they have a weaker potential to 
identify themselves meaning
fully as Jews. 

If we don't want to lose 30 per
cent of our people, we need to 
work much harder at develop
ing alternative avenues for Jew
ish engagement. 

Three, nothing is either/ 
or. The Pew report shows that 

say they graduated from col
lege, including 10 percent who 
have a post-graduate degree. 

Fully one-quarter of Jews (25 
percent) say they have a house
hold income exceeding $150,000, 
compared with 8 percent of 
adults in the public as a whole. 
At the same time, 20 percent of 
U.S. Jews report household in
comes of less than $30,000 per 
year; about six in ten Jews in 
this low-income category are ei
ther under age 30 or 65 or older 
(Pew Research Center, Portrait 
of Jewish Americans, Over
view). 

We are none of us surprised 
that Jews have "high levels of 
educational attainment." We 
are proud of our "People of the 
Book" moniker and have ex
panded the term to embrace all 
kinds of books . . . not just the 
book. 

Common wisdom and statis
tics connect educational attain
ment with higher income, so we 
may complacently acknowledge 
that 25 percent of Jews report 
a household income exceeding 
$150,000. 

I don't expect, though, that 
we would have anticipated that 
20 percent of Jewish American 
households are reporting in
comes ofless than $30,000. 

The second study, released 
this week and reported on the 
front page of today's ["Jewish] 

American Jews don't see their 
identity in either/or terms. 
However, those of us in leader
ship positions usually do. In 
a world of fragmented, plural 
identities, we need to break 
loose from old definitions that 
condition our thinking and ac
tio1t~~he concepts of religion, 
culture, nation and people are 
19th-century ideas created to 
respond to the specific reality of 
European Christianity. 

Things shouldn't be either/or 
in terms of communal funding. 
We shouldn't invest in culture 
at the expense of investments 
in education or synagogue life. 
Rather we should look at the 
synergies that will materialize 
if we stop looking at those areas 
as unconnected silos. 

Four, organizational para
digms are inadequate. Legacy 
Jewish organizations in many 
cases are stuck in paradigms 
inherited from the Industrial 
Revolution. They are pyra
midal, centralized, top-down 
structures that rely heavily on 

Errata, October 11 
In the article on J-Street, a 

printing error truncated a sen
tence. The complete sentence, 
on page 21, should have read: 
"At an unscheduled visit to his 
office, Rep. Cici!line expressed 

strong support for Sec. Kerry's 
efforts." 

The caption under the photo 
on page 35 should have read: 

Dean Jack Pastor of Oranim 
Academic College, Israel 

Voice," prevents us from shrug
ging off the Pew's 20 percent 
as Jews who must live some
place else. "Living on the Edge: 
Economic Insecurity Among 
Jewish Households in Greater 
Rhode Island" commissioned 
by The Jewish Alliance and ex
ecuted by the Steinhardt Social 
Research Center of Brandeis 
University brings those Pew 
statistics home: economically 
and socially vulnerable Jews 
are not "there" but "here." 

"There will be no 
poverty only if 
people act to end it" 

The book of Devarim/ Deu
teronomy challenges us with 
the following verse: "Because 
there won't stop being an in
digent in the land. On account 
of this I command you, saying: 
you shall open your hand to 
your brother, to your poor, and 
to your indigent in your land." 
(15:11) 

There won't stop being an in
digent in our land ... indeed, in 
the millennia that have passed 
since our people first encoun
tered these, words, there has 
never stopped being an indigent 
in our land. And, as God has ex-

the loyalty of their constituents 
and donors. 

Yet Jews don't think in terms 
of organizational loyalty any
more. Pew and other reports 
like Committed to Give and 
NextGen Donors show that 
Jews don't give to organizations 
but to causes.. Organizations 
need to see themselves as tools 
for donors and users rather 
than vice versa. 

Five, we need new ideological 
leaders. The report shows that 
Jews haven't ceased searching 
for values and meaning. But the 
ideological movements of the 
past 200 years - Reform, Con
servative, Orthodoxy and ultra
Orthodoxy - are all modern 
phenomena created as different 
responses to tl!e encounter be
tween Judaism and the realities 
of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
They are historical, and we'd be 
ill advised to see them as time
less. 
Andres Spokoiny is the CEO 
of the Jewish Funders Net
work. 

Our "Rhode Island's New Voic
es" represent op-ed style essays 
from people who live or have 
lived in the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community. 

Individuals are invited to sub
mit a 500-800 word essay on 

pected, our people have opened 
our hands, taken care of our 
"brothers" in need. 

But we've lost sight of the vul
nerable here in our own corner 
of New England, and it has tak
en the researchers of the Pew 
Research Center and Brandeis' 
Steinhardt Center to shake us 
out of our complacency and 
refocus our attention and our 
concern on those in our own 
Jewish community who are 
struggling to maintain the most 
basic of lifestyles. 

The Deuteronomy verse 
broadens the scope of our con
cern beyond the needs within 
the Jewish community, for we 
are exhorted to care for the 
indigent in our land, not just 
the indigent among our broth
ers. So, at a time when even 
the most comfortable among 
us are experiencing diminish
ing discretionary incomes, we 
must prepare ourselves to meet 
the needs of our "brother," of 
the economically vulnerable 
within the Jewish community 
and the needs of the "indigent 
in our land" - the needs of our 
non-Jewish neighbors who are 
succumbing in even greater 
numbers and greater percent
ages to poverty. 

It is going to be very easy to 
feel put upon: everyone is ask
ing for help. Jews need help. 
The elderly need help. The un
dereducated need help. The 
overburdened need help ... why 
do we need to respond to all 
these appeals for help? 

Because we can. 
Because our tradition expects 

usto. 
Because God commands us 

to. 
It is going to be very easy to 

feel frustrated. After all, sup
porting food closets and discre
tionary funds and the most tra
ditional forms of support for the 
needy do nothing to address the 
factors that contribute to pov
erty. These programs address 
emergent needs for food or heat 
or a warm coat. But these pro
grams do nothing to alleviate 
those needs in six weeks' time 
or six months' time or six years' 
time. 

So God suggested we pre
pare ourselves for the recur
ring problems of those in need: 
"There won't stop being an in
digent in your land ... " We must 
curb our frustration as the need 

recurs, until we join with oth
ers in addressing the causes of 
poverty. 

Richard Elliott Friedman 
writes in his commentary on 
this verse: "It seems to me that 
the problem arises because ev
eryone takes this verse to mean 
that there will never stop being 
indigent people. But it simply 
says "there won't stop." I take 
that to mean that poverty will 
not just come to stop on its own 
one day - without any action 
by humans ... there will be no 
poverty only if people act to end 
it." (Commentary on the Torah, 
pgs. 614-15) 

I invite your determination: 
Instead offeeling put upon, let's 
declare our determination to 
create a stronger and more re
sponsive community by work
ing together. Instead of giving 
in to frustration, let's declare 
our determination to address 
the deepest societal issues that 
sabotage so many families and 
individuals in our land and 
among our brothers. 

On behalf of the twenty-five 
members of the Board of Rabbis 
of Greater Rhode Island: I invite 
you to contact any of us if you 
are in need or if you want to join 
us in addressing need. If you 
have ideas about how best to ad
dress poverty or want to learn 
from others how best to address 
poverty, you can find us at rab
bisofgreaterrhodeisland.org. 

Perhaps we can transform 
Richard Elliott Friedman from 
scholar to prophet by bringing 
an end to poverty by acting to
gether to end it. 

Rabbi Amy Levin (ravlevin@ 
gmail.com) is Rabbi at Temple 
Torat Yisrael in East Greenwich 
and President of The Board of 
Rabbis of Greater Rhode Island. 

Alison On 

Editor's note: 
Alison Stern 
Perez, whose 
monthly col
umn regularly 
appears in this 
space, is on a 
brief hiatus 
and will soon 
resume writ-

Aliyah Redux ing. 

Alison Stern 
Perez 

Rhode Island's New Voices: 
an issue of interest - no holds 
barred, except that it can't be a 
promotional piece for someone's 
own venture or otherwise self
serving. 

We can't guarantee we'll 
publish everything sent to us; 
however, we welcome receiving 

original submissions from 
readers. 

SEND ESSAYS TO: 
Artl!ur Norman, anorman@ 

jewishallianceri.org: SUB
JECT: NEW VOICES, or call 421-
4111, ext. 168. 
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Good Eating at EPOCH 
Chef Tom Michalski 
from EPOCH on the East Side 
shared his recipe for Fall beef 
stew, 

Fall Beef Stew 
I NGREDIENTS 

2 pounds tender stew meat 
11/2 tsp, salt 
1/ 2 tsp_ pepper 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
2 small onions, diced 
1 cup carrots, diced 
1 cup celery, diced 
1/2 cup small parsnips, diced 
1 tbsp, finely chopped parsley 
1 pinch of thyme 
4 cup beef broth 
2 potatoes, diced 
2 sweet potatoes, diced 

c,~\NG COFFf f D 

Coffee 
EXCHANGE8 

Bate Papoe 

www.thecoffeeexchange.com 

DIRECTIONS 
In a plastic bag, combine flour, 

salt and pepper, Place meat in 
a sealable bag and shake well, 
coating all the beef 

Heat oil over medium heat in 
stewing pot 

Shake off the meat pieces and 
add them to the hot oil and stir 
until lightly browned, Add re
maining flour to oil and stir
Add onions, celery, carrots, 
parsnips, thyme and parsley, 
Continue stirring, 

Add the beef broth and cover, 
Cook for 1 1/2 hours, stirring 
frequently, 

Add the potatoes and cook for 
another 45 minutes on low heat 
(or until potatoes are tender), 

Serve in bowls with your fa
vorite fresh bread on the side, 

fri indly conwrsalion3 
ovircoffii 

207 Wtekenden Street 
Providence, RI 02903 

401.273.1198 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-10 OFF ~,,: .. 
a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The ORIGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

"'-· 

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

Order in the kitchen. 
Here come the judges! 

Temple Beth-El World Series of Desserts judges 

Anita Solomon 
Anita has been a revered 

member of Temple Beth
El for more than 80 years, 
She returns to the esteemed 
judges' panel after judging 
both The World Series of 
Brisket and KugeL 

Andy Robin 
A Temple Beth-El member, 

fan of Jewish foods, writer 
responsible for Kramer's 
run-in with kreplach on 
"Seinfeld" and a medical 
doctor, When Andy Robin 
isn't judging contests, he 
writes a Projo advice column 
for healthcare consumers 
and makes sure that seniors 
are in the right Medicare 
plan through his website: 
medicarcheckup,com, 

Lynn Williams 
Lynn owns Seven Stars 

Bakery along with her 
husband, Jim, They bake 
in Pawtucket and have two 
cafes in Providence and 
one in Rumford, Lynn lives 
with her husband and two 
daughters in Cranston and 
has a serious sweet tooth, 

Sunday. October 27 4- 5:30 p .m 
Sil- rdein M.,.t/ng H• II 

Indulge your sw-t tooth on m a ndt l bre;ad, coffet c11kt , hamcnt.aJht n, 
n.1ggtl:ach, ch:allal'I end oth•r yummy dc-nert, from more thll n 25 ba ker$! 

YOU Decide the People's Choice Win ner 

Judges Choose Best Dessert 

Adult./1,JO Chlld!Tn Ov•r S/$ S. 
Chi ld••n Und•• S/FltEl M•••mun, 
of t:U/f• mlly 

Raffle Prizes Galore! 

The Jewish_ Voice 

Quick and 
convenient 

healthy 
eating tips 
during the 

holidays from a 
holistic chef 

"It really isn't hard to give your
self, your family and friends the 
gift of delicious, nutrient-rich 
meals over the holidays," says 
holistic chef and certified heal
ing foods specialist Shelley Al
exander, author of "Deliciously 
Holistic," (aharmonyhealing, 
com), 

• When shopping, check la
bels and avoid foods with a long 
list of ingredients, The best 
whole foods have one or just a 
few unprocessed or minimally 
processed, easily recognized 
ingredients, Avoid chemicals, 
artificial sweeteners, high fruc
tose cqrn syrup, nitrates, MSG, 
genetically modified ingredi
ents and preservatives, 

• Set aside a few hours each 
week to prep foods to eat in the 
days ahead, Wash produce be
fore using with natural vegeta
ble wash or use one part white 
vinegar to three parts water, 
Cut up produce and store it in 
airtight containers, 

• Start your day with a 
green smoothie, Cut and freeze 
organic fresh fruit to use in 
green smoothies, You can also 
buy frozen fruit that's already 
cut Add organic kale or spin
ach, coconut water or nut and 
seed milks plus natural sweet
eners such as dates or stevia for 
an energy-boosting beverage, 

• For your holiday dinners, 
plan on making at least three to 
four dishes that are both deli
cious and nutritious, Good ex
amples are pasture-raised, wild 
turkey with sage and garlic, 
baked wild salmon with lemon 
and herbs, roasted heirloom 
root vegetables drizzled with 
balsamic glaze, and desserts 
made with seasonal fruits , spic
es, and healthy sweeteners such 
as coconut sugar or raw honey, 

• Invest in a dehydrator, 
Dehydrate fruits and vegetables 
and raw nuts or seeds that have 
been soaked in unrefined sea 
salt water (which removes anti
nutrients, kick-starts the ger
mination process and increases 
key vitamins), for great snacks 
with a long shelf life, 

• Make batches of fermented 
vegetables twice a month, Fer
mented vegetables keep your di
gestive system healthy - they're 
loaded with probiotics, Mix a 
variety of organic vegetables 
into brine with warm filtered 
water, unrefined sea salt, and 
cultured vegetable starter 
or liquid whey, and mix with 
shredded cabbage heads, Pack 
the mixture into sterilized glass 
jars and allow the vegetables to 
ferment for five to seven days, 
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Easy recipes from "the Kosher Rachel Ray" 
BY LEE KOSSIN 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

Here are two recipes from 
Jamie Geller's new cookbook 
'Joy of Kosher"(William 
Morrow Cookbooks, October 
2013). Geller specializes _in easy . 
to prepare meals - which come 
out right every time and get her 
out of the kitchen fast! Here are 
two recipes your family is sure 
to enjoy. 

Easy Cranberry and 
Pine Nut Couscous 

Prep: 
Cook: 
Total: 
Yield: 

5 minutes 
l0minutes 
15minutes 
6-8 servings 

Try this out and you'll see 
that pine nuts and couscous are 
natural partners. 

INGREDIENTS 
1-1/3 cups instant whole 

wheat couscous 
2/3 cup pine nuts (4 ounces) 
1 cup dried cranberries 
1/4 cup chopped fresh 

parsley, plus more for garnish 
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil 

Grated zest and juice of 1 

lemon, plus more zest for 
garnish 

1/4 cup teaspoon ground 
cumin 

1/ 2 teaspoon kosher salt 

METHOD 
Prepare the couscous accord

ing to the package directions. 
Transfer it to a large bowl. 
Add the pine nuts, cranber
ries, parsley, oil, lemon zest and 
juice, cumin and salt, and stir 
to mix well. Serve warm or at 
room temperature, garnished 
with parsley and lemon zest. 

Ktzitzot (Israeli Mini Burgers) 
Prep: 15 minutes 
Cook: 18 minutes 
Total: 33 minutes 

Yield: 10 ktzitzot 
Ktzitzot are perfect when 

fresh, but get a little rubbery if 
reheated. 

INGREDIENTS 
1 pound ground beef 
1 large egg, beaten 
1 small onion, minced 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
1/2 cup plain dry bread 

crumbs 

1/2 cup chopped fresh pars
ley or 1 tablespoon dried 

2 teaspoons kosher salt 
1/2 teaspoon ground 

sumac or paprika 
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cumin (optional) 
1/ 2 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon (optional) 
Canola oil, for pan-

frying (optional) 

METHOD 
1. Preheat the oven to 425 

Cook with your kids 
Easy-to-make, fun combinations 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

As a busy parent, you might 
find it hard to carve out time to 
spend with your kids on a week
night. Why not combine "hang
ing out" with a chore that has 
to be done anyway - cooking? 
Check out the latest cookbook 
by Leah Shapira, co-founder 
of CookKosher.com, and Vic
toria Dwek, managing editor 
of Whisk, and make sure 
your kids never x et 
bored or hungry. 

The authors have 
a knack for cool 
combos, which will 

- allow you to prepare 
some delicious meals 
while spending quality 
time with your kids. The 
recipe below illustrates the 
beauty of a successful com
bination by putting together 
two favorite menu items - hot 
dogs and garlic knots. What's 
not to lov!l? 

Hot dog garlic knots 
I NGREDIENTS 

13/4 cup flour 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp sugar 
1/2 tsp active dry yeast 
1 Tbsp oil 
21.icupwater 
6 hot dogs, each cut into 6 

pieces 
2 Tbsp olive oil 
2 tsp garlic powder 
2 tsp parsley flakes 
pinch salt 

METHOD 
1. In a large bowl, combine 

flour, salt, sugar, yeast, oil, and 
water. Knead until smooth. Add 
1 additional tablespoon of water 
if necessary. You can use your 
hands or knead the dough with 
an electric mixer. 

2. Grease a bowl with non: 
stick cooking spray. Place 
- ;------- 1 dough in bowl, cover 

· rm with plastic 

or a clean towel, and let rise for 
35-40 minutes. You·can keep it 
in the mixer bowl or place it in a 
separate bowl. 

3. Preheat oven to 425°F. Line 
a baking sheet with parchment 
paper. 

4. Divide dough into 4 parts. 
Cut each part into 9 pieces. 
Stretch each piece into a rect
angle and wrap it around a 
piece of hot dog. Tie a knot at 
the top, and tuck the two ends 
underneath. You can also sim
ply wrap the dough around the 
hot dog. Place wrapped hot dogs 
on prepared baking sheet. Bake 
for 18-22 minutes until golden 
brown. 
5. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, 
combine olive oil, garlic pow
der, parsley, and salt. Toss hot 
dogs in garlic mixture as soon 
as they come out of the oven. 

Yields 36 knots 
Cook's lesson: Most dough 

. that contains yeast 
'- needs to rise before it 

is baked. Place your 
dough_ into a large 

greased bowl in 
a warm spot in 
your kitchen. 

You should cover 
it with plastic wrap 

or a clean dish towel so it 
doesn't form a crust. You'll see 
the dough growing bigger and 
bigger as the yeast creates air 
bubbles inside it. Be patient! 
To save a step, you can use 
store-bought dough or take a 
piece of your mom's challah 
dough to wrap up your hot dogs. 

degrees. Spray a baking sheet 
with cooking spray. 

2. Combine the beef, egg, on
ion, garlic, bread crumbs, pars
ley, salt, sumac, and the cumin 
and cinnamon, ifilsing, in a me
dium bowl; mix well. 

3. Divide the beef mixture 
into 10 equal portions. Roll a 
portion between the palms of 
your hands to make a compact 

ball. Flatten the ball into a 
patty about ... ._,.,. ~ -....... --~:::,... 

¥ =· 

~PAULSCITYGRILLE. COM 

1/ 2-inch thick and transfer it 
to the prepared baking sheet. 
Repeat with the remaining por
tions. Bake the patties, flipping 
them halfway through, until 
done in the center and browned 
on the tops, 15 to 16 minutes for 
medium or 18 minutes for well
done, then serve. 

3a. Alternative, pan-fry: 
Briefly sear both sides in 3 ta
blespoons hot oil over medium 
heat. Reduce the heat to medi
um-low and continue cooking 
for 4 minutes per side of medi
um, 5 minutes per side for me
dium-well, or 6 minutes per side 
for well-done. 

QUICK TIP 
Purplish-red sumac is a tradi

tional spice in Middle Eastern 
cooking. It has a lovely tangy 
lemony flavor that's great in 
meat, on salads and sprinkled 
on hummus. It's usually avail
able in Middle Eastern markets 
or spice shops. If you can't find 
it, you can substitute paprika -
it doesn't taste the same, but it 
has a similar look. 

311 WAIIHHAN HINIII 
PHO VI II l NC l 

401.228 .PA~l 

N9rth Kingstown 
East Providence 

Providence 

www.GreggsUSA.com 

Cocktails Available 
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Drumsticks and dreidles 
Incredible.' 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

The first day of Hanukkah will 
be on Thanksgiving this year, 
for the first time ever and nev
er again! So expect to see, or be 
sure to put, turkey and latkes 
on the table. This is the only 
time it will ever happen. 

Why? 
Thanksgiving is set as the 

fourth Thursday in Novem
ber, meaning the latest day 
on wnich it can fall is Nov. 
28. Nov. 28 is also the earliest 
day on which Hanukkah can 
begin (actually, sundown on 
the 27th.) The Jewish calen
dar repeats on a 19-year cycle 
and Thanksgiving repeats on a 
7-year cycle. You would, there
fore , expect them to coincide . 
roughly every 133 years (19 
times 7). Looking back, the last 
time it would have happened 
is 1861. However, because 
Thanksgiving was formally 
established by President Lin
coln in 1863, this phenomenon 
of the two holidays coinciding 
has never happened before. 
Why won't it ever happen again? 
The Jewish calendar is very 

slowly getting out of sync with 
the solar calendar, at a rate of 
four days per 1000 years! This 
means that while, presently, 
Hanukkah can be as early as 
Nov. 28, over the years, the 
calendar will drift forward, so 

that the earliest 
Hanukkah can 
be is Nov. 29. The 
next time the first 
day of Hanuk
kah falls on Nov. 
28 is 2146, which 
is a Monday. 
Therefore, 2013 
is the only time 
Hanukkah will 
ever overlap with 
Thanksgiving. 

Of course, if the 
Jewish calendar 
is never modified 
in any way, it will 
slowly move for
ward through the 
Gregorian calen
dar until it loops 
all the way back 
to where it is now. 

So, Hanukkah 
would again fall 
on Thursday, Nov. 
28 - in the year 
79,811! Given our 
present trajectory with global 
warming, it is fair to say hu
mans won't be here in 79,811 
and, if there are no humans, 
the holidays will be cancelled! 

So, this Nov. 28, enjoy your 
turkey and your latkes. It has 
never happened before and it 
will never happen again. 

Editor's note: Do you have a 
favorite story from Hanukkah 
or Thanksgiving? What about 
·bubbe's or zayde's famous latke 

or turkey stuffing recipe? (If 
you're the bubbe or zayde, what 
do the grandkids ask you to 
make at holiday time?) Send 
your story or recipe - photos, 
too! - to Irina Missiuro at (im
issiuro@jewishallianceri.org), 
subject line: HOLIDAY, or 401 
Elmgrove Ave. Providence, 
R.I. 02906. If mailing photos, 
please include a stamped, self
addressed envelope for their 
return. 

' Mutual Engineering ~ 
Service Co. 

Healing & Air Conditioning Specialists 
From Tune-Ups to New Equipmem! 

NOW INSTALLING GENERATORS! 

A ~VJgON OF THE PETRO GROUP 

• Air Conditioning• Gas Heating• Heat Pumps• RoofTop Systems• 

Want Comton? The Feeling is "Mutuall" 
Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

Residential & Commercial Projects 

www.mutualengineering.net 
A FULL IN- HOUSE DESIGN, IN STA LLATION & SERVICE COMPANY VISA 

' Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
• 
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Congregation Beth Sholom 
commissions new Torah 

Torah will take one year to write 

BY ARTHUR NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Congrega
tion Beth Sholom has commis
sioned their first-ever written 
Sefer Torah (Torah scroll) - as 
opposed to purchasing one -
reports Rabbi Barry Dolinger. 
A celebratory kickoff will take 
place on Sunday, Nov. 3, from 
noon to 3:00 p.m. 

At noon, people will have 
the opportunity to purchase 
letters and help Israeli Sofer 
(scribe) Shel Bassel write 
the opening letters of the To
rah. At 1:00 p.m., the scribe 

will give a class on writing 
a Torah. Sofer Bassel will 
also speak on "Introduction 
to Writing a Torah." Rabbi 
Dolinger says the project will 
take approximately one year 
to complete. 

Congregation Beth Sholom 
is located at 275 Camp St., 
Providence. 

For more information: 
contact- congregation Beth 
Sholom at rabbi@bethsholom
ri.org or oflicebethsholom@ 
yahoo.com or 621-9393 

HE BIRD AND THE BEE 

ENTER THE CONTEST: 
Catch a caption. Write a caption for this photo and send it to Irina 
Missiuro (imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org), subject line: BIRD 
Winning entries will be published in the Jewish Voice . 
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FROM-PAGE 1 CENTER 
project r esulted from research 
based on Jewish affiliation and 
young families. According to 
Brandeis Jlajy_grsity Professor 
Mark I. Rosen, Ph.D., a lead
ing expert in the field of Jewish 
nonprofits, parents with young 
children continue to search for 
belonging and guidance along 
their journey. His research 
also highlighted the projected 
decline in Jewish population, 
mostly due to low birthrates 
among Jews, intermarriage 
and assimilation, meaning that 
fewer children will be raised 
as Jews in the future. A goal of 
the Parent Center is to meet the 
needs of these young families 
to ensure the future of the Jew
ish community in Rhode Island. 
Dr. Rosen adds, "An investment 
in programming for first-time 
parents and young families has 
the potential to change the Jew
ish future by engaging many 
families who might otherwise 
be lost to the organized Jewish 
community." 

The Center is a multipurpose 
space, said Cicchitelli, "a space 
for people to go with their chil
dren if and when they are look
ing to be somewhere other than 
their house, a place to meet 
others and connect - helping to 
build community, a place to go 
when parents just need to kill 
time .. . if you have 15 minutes 
between school dismissal and 
swim lessons." In <;ollabora
tion with Alliance partners and 
others, the Center will house 
programs and workshops on 
various parenting issues - a 
centralized place where fami
lies with children will gain ex
posure to these offerings, inter
woven with Jewish content. 

Cicchitelli and Alliance 
Grant Writer Jennifer Zwirn 
Yolles wrote and won a legisla
tive grant from Rhode Island 
House Speaker Gordon Fox 
that "fills a long-held need to 
house cultural and educational 
programs and discussions for 
parents and grandparents of 
young families and their young 
children." said Alliance Presi
dent and CEO Jeffrey Savit. "I 
am so thrilled that this Center 
has now opened at the Alliance 
JCC." 

The area was selected in co
operation with senior manage
ment, but Cicchitelli did all 
the rest - the exquisite design 
and meticulous execution of 
the floor plan, area groupings, 
colors, fabrics , furniture, toys 
and, especially, those fabulous 
alphabet letter s. 

Asked about the letter s, at 
which many of the opening
night guests marveled, Cic
chitelli said, "I had seen mis
matched alphabets before and 
loved them. I enjoy crafting, so 
I took it on as a project. I went 
to many stores to find [letters) 
and then went back to stores 
to exchange letters, until I was 
satisfied with the layout. Then I 
lay them out on my living room 
floor and went to work. I paint-

ed many of them, glued others 
to bases and used a variety of 
other materials, such as yarn 
and washi tape." 

The Family Room Parent
ing Center will have specific 
areas for drop-in play and art. 
The designated play area will 
house child-friendly toys and 
equipment that encourages 
hands-on, experiential learn
ing, as well as physical and 
quiet play. The art area will 
provide creative opportunities 
for children, while allowing for 
exposure to materials and ex
periences that are not always 
available in the home. Both 
spaces will be accessible during 
specific hours each day (to be 
determined by demand, staff
ing) when members can drop-in 
at their leisure. 

Alliance President and CEO Jeffrey Savit with Betsy Alper, clinical director, and Erin Minior, CEO, 
both of Jewish Family Service 

Parent centers like this are 
successful in many JCCs across 
the country. Hopefully, a center 
of this kind, under the Alliance 
umbrella, will lend a hand to 
families meeting one another 
in a non-threatening way, eas
ing the networking process and 
creating stronger community 
bonds from the start. A desig
nated space is being planned 
that will also assist with mem
bership, as members will have 
different opportunities within 
the space than non-members, 
continuing to help build a 
stronger J ewish Alliance. 

"This was a true labor of love 
and something that I would 
have loved as a new mom," said 
Cicchitelli, "and I just hope it is 
something that will fill the need 
within our community and be 
utilized." 

Michelle Cicchitelli 
(mcicchitelli@jewishallianceri. 
org), Director of Jewish Life for 
the Jewish Alliance, can also be 
reached at 421-4111, ext. 178. Dan Zevin and Michelle Cicchitelli PHOTOS I ARTHUR C. NORMAN 

One-Stop Pain Relief 

Handel Center 
FOR 

Spine I Sports I Pain Intervention 

A graduate ofThe University of 
Michigan Medica l School, Dr. Handel 
did his res idency trai ning at Harvard 
Medical School and is currently an 

Ass istant Professor at Brown Medical 
School. Dr. Handel is an lnterventional 

Physiatrist, specia lizing in Physica l 
Medicine, Pain Intervention and 

Sports Medicine. 

Todd E. Handel, M.D. ill 1rnom: 
fflk'1'n'nlifmaf,.,'IQll.n,t,.~ ~~~ -~ \ 11" ' ' \ !td,,~1....,_t. , 1 

700 Highland Avenue, Suite 102 Providence, RI 02906 
401 -305-5280 (t) 

www.handelcenter.com 

~ ~,; IBERTY 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Therapeutic Heated Pool (Cranston location only) • Chronic Pain Conditions 
• Orthopedic & Ne urological Conditions · Post-Surgical Care· Sports Injuries · 

Rehabilitation of the Spine 

, "Patients with pain require a 
multidisciplinary approach involving 
patient, physician and physical therapist. 
I entrust my patients' physical therapy 
needs to Liberty Physical Therapy where 
comprehensive, compassionate and 
patient focused treatment gets the results 
patients deserve: 

- Dr. Todd Handel 

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

100 High land Avenue // Suite 30S 
Providence// Summit Medica l Bldg. 
--- 865-6940 ---

1528 Cranston Street 
Cranston // Spine Tech Bldg. 
--- 228-7216 ---

WWW.LI BERTYPT.COM 

---
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percent are living near poverty 
and 30 percent are defined as 
economically vulnerable. This 
means that fully half the Jew
ish households in communities 
served by the Alliance are fi
nancially fragile. 

While the statistics will 
prompt us to action, it is the in
dividual stories from our com
munity that pull at our heart
strings. 

"There is nothing 
[exclusively] 
Jewish about 
poverty, but our 
response can be 
Jewish." 

"I used to be the one that 
helped others; now I need help. 
My income is very low and I'm 
not able to make ends meet," 
said Millie (not her real name) 
of North Providence. "Between 
the high cost of gas and my cho
lesterol medicine, there's not al
ways enough left over for food. 
It's a terrible choice I have to 
make each week. There's no one 
left in my family to help me. I 
used be the one that helped ev
eryone else." 

Erin Minior, CEO of Jewish 
Family Service (JFS), indicated 
that the study confirms "what 
JFS has been experiencing for 
years - that people in our com
munity struggle daily to make 
ends meet, and are faced with 
varying levels of difficulty -

from putting food on the table 
and paying heating bills to not 
having the means to pay for car 
repairs or broken appliances." 

A couple with a young child 
can't afford synagogue dues 
this year because the head of 
the household has been out of 
work for 10 months. They are 
embarrassed to ask the syna
gogue for abatement, so they 
have chosen to skip this year 
and "hope things get better 
once [the father] finds a job." 

Beth (not her real name) cared 
for her husband for many years 
as his cancer progressed. Their 
resources were depleted. She 
must get back into the work
force but she needs counseling, 
coaching and connections. She 
needs the community to step in 
and connect her with the right 
resources. 

The Alliance recently re
ceived a phone call from a for
mer Rhode Islander who now 
lives out of state. His sister, 
who Jives here and has battled 
mental illness for most of her 
life, is in need of housing and 
other resources. She's about to 
be evicted from her home and 
there's no one in their family 
here to assist her. 

Of course, there are many fac
es of Jewish poverty, and much 
of it is still concentrated among 
seniors. However, the study 
also revealed that even when 
one or both spouses in a fam
ily work full time or are self
emp!oyed, many households 
still face hardship. The eco
nomic stability of these house-

holds can change from month 
to month and even modest, un
expected expenses or a loss of 
hours at work can catapult a 
family earning median income 
into hardship and the need for 
external assistance. 

"How can we stand by while 
a senior citizen is, forced to 
choose between buying food 
and purchasing his or her med
icine, or while a family of four 
worries about how the heating 
bill will get paid?" said Sharon 
Gaines, Jewish Alliance board 

Alliance JCC I 40 I Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

This is your chance to meet Summer Camp and Israel Travel providers all 
in one place! Learn what opportunities are available and what best fits your 
lifestyle. And find out how incentive grants and savings programs can help 
make summer camp and Israel cravel a possibility for your family. 

Summer Comp opd••lntludin• Qunp~CampJOftt; Camp Ramah, Camp Zeke, 
J-Camp, URJ Crane Lale Camp. URj Eisner Camp. .. and more! 

lrraef Trawel o,rlcNrl-1 ..... Alexancler. Muu High School, BB'l'O Passport, 
BBYO: New England Region, Lapid, MASA, Onward Israel: Soston, Ramah programs: Israel, 
Tel Aviv Univenityh,and more! 

For IIICR l~mtadon mil JewfthallianCdrt.lllf or COllfiKt Elonoh ChtlQf/J at 
401.421.41 I I at. 140 or echassen@}ewl,halllOtlCMt.,,. 

chair. "It becomes a set of choic
es. Even the additional costs 
of participation in Jewish life 
represent a substantial burden 
to the limited economic means 
of families earning the median 
income." 

The Jewish Voice 

"There is nothing [exclu
sively) Jewish about poverty," 
says Susan Leach DeB!asio, Al
liance vice chair for financial 
resource development, "but our 
response can be Jewish." 

Reaching out to those who 
are facing economic insecu
rity - poverty, near poverty or 
economic vulnerability - is a 
central task for the Alliance 
and the Jewish community. 
The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island has taken an im
portant first step towards de
veloping an effective, respectful 
and fundamentally Jewish ap
proach to economic insecurity 
within its households. 

"We kne w poverty existed 
but we are surprised at the 
scale of economic vulnerabil
ity," said Alliance President 
and CEO Jeffrey K. Savit. "This 
report will guide our coordi
nated efforts and advance the 
mission of the Alliance. The 
men, women and children be
hind the numbers demand a 
coordinated response. The find
ings of this study will help us 
glean how best to help. So we 
are going to both buttress ex
isting programs which we have 
long funded and create new ap
proaches." 

The Alliance is responding 
with a strategic action plan, 
convening local agencies, syna
gogues, community members 

Poverty 1 Near Economically Economically 
<2% I poverty Vulnerable Stable 

18% 30% 50% 

t I ~ 1J00~tJ 
Between Above Median 

200% Household poverty and Income Median 
[>$81,258] [$47,100-

$81,2581 
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Estimate of economic insecurity in R.I. Jewish households 

Congregation Beth Sholom's 
Rabbi Barry Dolinger put it 
this way: "For me, the Brandeis 
study confirmed in data what 
I've experienced to be true 
since my arrival here in Rhode 
Island. Few are truly desti
tute, but so many are right on 
the brink of poverty. Judaism 
stresses compassion for those 
in need as perhaps the most im
portant expression of authentic 
religious experience." 

A reasonable question might 
be: Isn't the Alliance already 
providing for individuals in 
these types of situations? 

Although the Alliance con
tinues to address the issue of 
poverty and strives to meet the 
Jewish needs of our constitu
ents, the study illustrates how 
dire the situation is and de
mands that a new strategy be 
taken. 

and Jay leaders to tackle the 
issues facing our Jewish com
munity. Community partners 
will continue working together 
to implement a multi-pronged 
plan in the near future to ad
dress the issues this study has 
illuminated. The efforts involve 
fundraising (which, as of this 
writing, has raised more than 
$220,000), marketing and plan
ning. 

We know that philanthropy 
alone cannot fully address 
economic insecurity, so the 
Alliance is looking to harness 
the power of volunteers, who 
have the ability to do so much 
for their neighbors in need. The 
recently formed Helping Hands 
committee, funded by a single 
donor, is exploring how the 
community can respond, timely, 
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to requests for goods , services 
or money to meet short-term 
needs. These efforts represent 
a good start to creating a larger 
and more widely supported 
Jewish community fund. 

The Community Relations 
Council (CRC) continues to 
advocate with legislators and 
policy makers on behalf of at
risk individuals and families, a 
category including people who 
face chronic poverty and those 
who have only recently fallen 
on hard times. CRC Director 
Marty Cooper: "The poverty 

"I used to be the one 
that helped others; 
now I need help.ll 

study is an eye-opener to the 
Jewish community ... we must 
remember our obligation as 
Jews. It is mandated for us to 
take care of our weary, our sick 
and those who cannot take care 
of themselves." 

The data from the study will 
help organizations in the Jew
ish community design more 
comprehensive intervention 
strategies to protect the most 
vulnerable members of our 
community through services, 
support and advocacy. For ex-

ample, social service partners, 
such as Jewish Family Services 
(JFS) and Jewish Seniors Agen
cy (JSA) would work to build on 
the current level of assistance 
and reevaluate current plan
ning, service delivery and re
source investment. 

"The Brandeis Study affirms 
for us as a service agency our 
beliefs and experiences in deal
ing with the increased demand 
for Kosher food and overall 
basic needs of members of the 
Greater Rhode Island Jewish 
community across the entire 
age spectrum," said Paul Bar
rette, executive director of JSA 
of Rhode Island. 

Susan Adler, JSA director of 
the Louis and Goldie Chester 
Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry, 
adds, "I know that the Jewish 
community will come together 
to help our own. Nobody should 
feel ashamed to seek help. We 
are here for each other." 

JFS provides Kosher meals, 
nursing and counseling ser
vices, among an array of life
long community care practices. 
"Our clients' fi nancial diffi
culties are often complicated 
by other difficult social issues 
- including relationship and 
parenting challenges, mental 
health concerns, health wor
ries," said JFS CEO Erin Min
ior. "Poverty and financial 

challenges can cause some of 
these issues or, in many cases, 
further complicate them." 

"We are about to redefine 
need and rewrite the way care 
is delivered," says Savit. "Some 
projected strategies include ac
quiring funds to meet the im
mediate needs of Jewish house
holds in crisis, teaching the 
"Torah" of giving and receiv
ing help to fortify Jewish tra
ditions and values, brokering 
job search services for the un
der- and unemployed, and iden
tifying resources for assisting 
those on the edge of society or 
other populations experiencing 
economic hardship. We're not 
just helping Jewish lives, we're 
helping Jewish souls." 

Kara Marziali (kmarziali@ 
jewishallianceri.org) is Direc
tor of Communications for the 
Jewish Alliance, 
The Brandeis study is posted 
on the Alliance website, 
jewishallianceri.org. 

Editor's note: Lead researcher 
Fern Chertok will be at a town 
hall meeting at the Alliance, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
on Dec. 11 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss 
the study and answer quest.ions. 
The meeting, is free and open 
to the public. Karen Clarkson 
(kclarkson@jewishallianceri. 
org) or 421-4111, ext. 177 
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enrolled in a yeshiva or day 
school, being educated in some 
other formal Jewish situation, 
in Jewish day care, a Jewish 
camp or youth group. Chil
dren of secular or intermar
r ied Jews were significantly 
less likely to be enrolled in a 
Jewish organization. 

Since Birthright Israel trips 
have begun, many younger 
Jews report having visited Is
rael and many more say that 
they are emotionally attached 
to the country. This emotional 
attachment is stronger for 
older and for more religious 
people. People are generally 
optimistic about a two-state 
solution though many doubt 
that the current Israeli gov
ernment is making a sincere 
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effort. 
Jews, politically, are mostly 

Democrat and liberal though 
a minority report themselves 
as conservative. Just over half 
are in favor of bigger govern
ment and this is especially 
true among secular Jews. 
Orthodox Jews are more Re
publican, more conservative 
and want fewer government 
services. 

Lee Kossin (lkossin@yahoo. 
com) is an artist living in 
Providence. 

Editor's note: To read the 
full studies, go to brandeis. 
edu / ss ri / pdfs/ AmJewi s h 
PopEst2012.pdf and pewfo
rum.org/ files/2013/ 10/ jewish
amer ican-full -report-for-web. 
pdf. 

Jews by the numbers 
The Pew report 

Jewish population: 
5.3 million adults; 
1.3 million children 

Effective overall fertility rate: 
1. 5; Orthodox rate - 4 .1 

For persons married 
2005-2013: 

58% have non-Jewish 
spouses 

Jews' median age: 
50; other Americans - 46 

Some college or more - 83% 

Household income: 
Over $75,000 - 56%; 
Under $30,000 - 20% 

Urban and suburban 
dwellers: 

96% 

Denominational identification: 
Reform - 35%; 
Conservative - 18%; 
Orthodox - 6%, 
Other - 6%; 
Non denomination - 30% 

What does it mean to be 
Jewish? 

Remembering the Holo
caust: 73% 

Leading an ethical/moral 
life: 69% 

Working for justice/equal
ity: 56% 

Being intellectually curi
ous: 49% 

Caring about Israel: 43% 
Having a good sense of hu

mor: 42% 
Being part of a Jewish 

community: 28% 
Observing Jewish law: 19% 
Eating traditional Jewish 

foods: 14% 

What can be compatible with 
being a Jew? 

Works on the Sabbath: 
94% yes 
Is critical oflsrael: 89% yes 
Does not believe in God: 

68% 
Believes Jesus was the 

Messiah: 34% yes 

Political Affiliation: 
Democrat party - 70%; 
Republican Party - 22%. 
Among Orthodox : 57% 

Republican 
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ZELNIKER Three ways to tackle your procrastination problem 
professional success, Reigel's 
energetic, humorous and re
sults-driven style combines her 
background and experience in 
coaching, behavioral and cog
nitive psychology, adult learn
ing and improvisational com
edy (which, incidentally, she 
performed at some of New York 
City's top comedy clubs). 

Even Charlie Brown recognized his own problem with procrastination. 

"Storytelling is a 
rich part of our 
Jewish tradition." 

She is the former Director 
of Education and Training for 
the Mandel Center for Leader
ship Excellence at the Jewish 
Federations of North America, 
where she developed innova
tive training programs for 
Federation professionals and 
lay leaders, and co-authored 
an award-winning interactive 
solicitation training website. 
She also worked at the Jewish 
Association for Services for 
the Aged. She is a contributor 
to "Choice: The Magazine of 
Professional Coaching," writes 
a bi-weekly online coaching 
column for "New York Jewish 
Week" and is the author of "Oy 
Vey! Isn't a Strategy: 25 Solu
tions for Personal and Profes
sional Success." 

For more information: con
tact Diane Cerep at dcerep@ 
jewishallianceri.org or 
421-4111, ext. 182. 

BY DEBORAH 
GRAYSON RIEGEL 

True confession: I started 
writing this article more than 
two months ago and I am just 
finishing it now. 

I had the best intentions, of 
course. I planned to bang it 
out that very first week, but 
I realized that I was going to 
be traveling for work, which 
meant that I really needed to 
spend time planning for pack
ing and then, of course, do 
the packing itself. So, I aimed 
for the following week when I 
came home, but I realized that 
I had follow-up emails from 
my work trip that needed to be 
sent out in a timely manner, 
whereas writing this article 
could surely wait. 

Then I had a sick kid . And 
then I got sick. And then I had 
to take care of the work that 
I had fallen behind on while I 
was sick. So this article - now 
weeks behind schedule - just 
sat there, waiting to be writ
ten. 

All of a sudden, I realized 
that I was channeling Char
lie Brown, from the musical 
"You're a Good Man, Char
lie Brown," in his song, "The 
Book Report": 

"If I start writing now when 
I'm not really rested, it could 
upset my thinking, which is no 
good at all. I'll get a fresh start 
tomorrow, and it's not due till 

Wednesday, So I'll have all of 
Tuesday - unless something 
should happen." 

Chuck and I were both try
ing to convince ourselves that 
we were really, truly setting 
priorities about how and when 
to do our very best work. We 
were telling ourselves that we 
needed to put health (or men
tal health) first to ensure the 
quality of our final product. 
We were buying into the belief 
that a clean and clear schedule 

or even the end of projects, you 
may also be grappling with 
perfectionism. Think about it: 
How often do you find yourself 
waiting for something to be 
perfect - or close to it - in order 
to get started or know when to 
stop? 

Here are three reasons 
why many people procrastinate: 
1. They are waiting for the 

perfect time to get started, aka 
"How can I start networking 
when I don't have my elevator 

would guarantee our commit- pitch down?" 
ment to the task ahead. Un- 2. They are waiting for some
less, as Charlie Brown, noted, thing to be perfect in order to 
"something should happen." call it finished, aka "How can 

Guess what? Something al- I launch my new website when 
most always happens. Have I still don't have all my key-
you noticed that too? words ready for SEO?" 

When it comes to getting 3_ They are waiting for them-
things done, I admit that it is selves and their lives to be per
important to set priorities and feet, aka, "I can't [do A, B or CJ 
stick to them. It is important until I lose 10 lbs/get my MBA/ 
to put our health and mental get married." 
health at the top of our to- Sound familiar? 
do list. And it is important It does to Alistair Ostell, 
to start fresh on important a lecturer in psychology at 
tasks. What becomes a prob- the University of Bradford 
!em is when we wait - and wait Management Center in Eng
- and wait - for the perfect land, who has identified this 
time to get started. Because, mindset as absolutist think
while there are better times to ing. This black-or-white ap
get started and less than ideal proach can lead to emotional 
times to get started, there's no distress _ often anger _ when 
such thmg as the perfect hm_e we can't achieve perfection. 
[to _get started]. Yet, we wa1t,N And procrastination is only 
for it anyway. one of its side effects. In her 
. If you struggle with procras- "Psychology Today" article, 

tmatmg on the start ofproJects "The Cost of Perfection," 

for moms and dads in interfaith families and anyone else 
who wants to learn more! G 

writer Amy Wilson describes 
how absolutist thinkers "get 
upset if things don't go their 
way, which impedes their 
problem-solving and coping 
skills ... This may translate 
into health complications 
such as insomnia, heart pal
pitations, chronic fatigue, and 
high blood pressure." And if 
you're a perfectionist, you ab
solutely can't afford to get sick 
- because then you might have 
to delegate/downsize your ex
pectations/settle for less than 
perfect - all of which could 
make you really sick, right? a FREE hol iday preparation class to hel p you celebrate 

Hanukkah in an enjoyable and meaningful way. 

Partici pants will: 
• explore the origins of the holiday 
• light the Hanukkah candles 
• play the game of dreidel 
• make latkes 
• discuss the "December Dilemma" 
• discover the joys of Hanukkah music 

hiere: Alliance JCC I 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

h~n: Thursday, November 14 I 7:00 - 9:30pm 

For more information contact Kit Haspel at 401.421.411 I ext. 184 or 
khaspel@jewishallianceri.org. Pre-registration is encouraged. 

The Mothers Circle is a program of the Jewish Outreach Institute and is mode 
possible locally by the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, with additional 
funding from the Women's Alliance Endowment Fund. 
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Wrong. Replacing the en
trenched belief that flawless
ness is the goal with a new 
and healthier belief that good 
enough can be enough may 
be painful, difficult, and even 
stressful, but it won't make 
you sick like striving for per
fection can. 

Because as you know, I 
know, and even Charlie Brown 
knows, something is probably 
going to happen anyway. 

Voltaire wrote, "The perfect 
is the enemy of the good." The 
perfect is also the enemy of 
you. At a time when the ever
changing world requires us to 
be resilient and adaptable, our 
perfectionist-procrastination 
tendencies keep us stuck in 
place, locked into unrealistic 
expectations and counterpro
ductive behavior. 

Here are three strategies for 
getting more done by getting 
more comfortable with less 

than perfect conditions: 
1. Just start anyway. You 

have likely given yourself a 
laundry list of requirements 
for how your day needs to 
look, what resources you need 
to have at your fingertips , 
or even how the world needs 
to be in order to get star ted 
on your project. But un less 
your endeavor is legitimately 
a high-risk undertaking (to 
more than just your ego), just 
get started. Nothing stops 
us more than the start. Once 
you're in it, you're more likely 
to keep going. 

2. Tell yourself three stories 
to challenge your thinking. 
First, tell yourself the story 
of a time when you were "less 
than perfect" but still man
aged to successfully accom
plish a goal; second, tell your
self the story of someone who 
you believe to be perfect (or 
pretty close to it), but fell short 
of achieving his or her objec
tives; and third, tell yourself 
the story of the "default fu
ture" you're facing - in other 
words, how will your project, 
endeavor, or career turn out if 
you continue on this course of 
inaction? 

3. Create artificial crite
ria for stopping. If you're the 
kind of person who can't fin
ish a project until it is perfect 
(end-state procrastination), 
choose a different benchmark 
for finishing - and stick to it. 
You might decide to end your 
project at noon on Friday, or 
after 25 hours of working on 
it, or at 1,000 words written. 
A hidden bonus: For those of 
us who procrastinate the start 
because we can't picture how 
or when this project or process 
will end, creating wrap-up cri
teria helps us have a compel
ling, appealing, and (hopeful
ly) motivating image of what 
done looks like. 

Whether it's perfect or not, 
eight weeks later, this article 
is finally - finally - finished. 

Deborah Grayson Riegel 
is a communication and 
behavior expert and president 
of Elevated Training Inc. and 
MyJewishCoach.com. She is 
the author of "Oy Vey! Isn't 
a Strategy: 25 Solutions for 
Personal and Professional 
Success." This article appeared 
on fastcompany.com and is 
reprinted with the author's 
permission. 
Editor's note: What practical 
tips have helped you overcome 
your procrastination? Share 
your ideas with readers by 
sending them to Irina Missiuro 
(imissiuro@jewishallianceri. 
org), subject line: GET 
STARTED. 
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November/December art show at Temple Habonim 

BY ARTHUR C NORMAN 
anorman@jewishallianceri.org 

The November/ December art 
show in the Gallery at Temple 
Habonim features three noted 
Rhode Island artists - Carol 
FitzSimonds, Wendy Ingram 
and Robert Pillsbury. The 
show will open with a wine and 
cheese reception on Nov. 7, from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and will 
continue through Jan. 2. 

Carol Strause FitzSimonds 
is a printmaker, book artist, 
instructor and gallery cura
tor. Her work has been exhib
ited throughout the world and 
is included in the Smithsonian 
Museum of American History. 
In this exhibit, she is showing 
her expertise in the art of print
making. She combines both 
old and new techniques as she 
builds layers of tone on a metal 
plate as she would build layers 
of pencil in a tonal study on pa
per. 

Wendy Ingram artfully 
captures the beauty around us 
with her skill as an oil painter. 
Her landscapes demonstrate 
her masterful use of color and 
brush. A graduate of RISO, 
she moved back to Rhode Is
land in 2008. She has exhibited 
in New York and Washington 
and is a co-founder and direc
tor of The Art Connection-RI. 

Robert Pillsbury, cut-paper 
artist, creates three-dimen-

Prints, landscapes and cut-paper wall sculpture 

Carol FitzSimonds: "Silver Lily Series #64," intaglio print 

sional surfaces using layered 
cut-paper and other two-di
mensional sheet materials. He 
uses surface texture and colors 
to produce a series of layered 
planes. An architect with a de
gree from Harvard School of 
Design, his work reflects his ex
pertise in spatial relationships. 

The Gallery at Temple Ha
bonim is located at 165 New 
Meadow Road in Barrington. 

The show is open to the public. 
Gallery hours are Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., Fridays from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. and by appointment. 

For more information: 
gallery@templehabonim.org or 
245-6536 

Wendy Ingram: "View From Mount Battle," oil painting 

Robert Pillsbury: "Red Hinges," cut-paper wall sculpture 

A Rich Inheritance 

Jewish learning changes all the time, as 
educators find new ways to engage people 
of all ages in our tradition .. But some things 
never change. Like the way each generation 
has planned and built for the next, making 
sure the foundations of Jewish life are strong 
and can respond to evolving needs. When 
you leave a Jewish legacy, you join this chain 
of builders. You leave your children and 
grandchildren a precious inheritance, and a 
lasting testimony to your values. 

To learn more about making a legacy gift. contact 
Edward Bruckner at 40 I .421.41 I I ext. 174 or 
ebruckner@jewishallianceri.org 

Religious school classroom, circa 1956. 

Archival image courtesy of Rhode Island Jewish Hisrorical Association. 

J wish Fed rat on Found 
IS 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue I Providence. RI 
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Ethiopian Jews to celebrate annual Sigd holiday on October 31 
BY SHAI AFSAI 

Special to The Jewish Voice 

During the 1980s, the Jews of 
Ethiopia began leaving Africa 
for Israel in the thousands, and 
at present very few remain in 
Ethiopia. Their emigration to 
Israel has involved many chal
lenges, including having to tran
sition from village life to life in a 
more technologically advanced 
society and becoming an ethnic 
minority. In addition, Ethiopian 
Jews also practiced a form of 
Judaism that was unfamiliar to 
most of their coreligionists. 

Among Ethiopian Jewry's 
unique traditions is the Sigd, 
an annual holiday which will 
be celebrated this year on Octo
ber 31. On that day, thousands 
of Ethiopian Jews from across 
Israel will ascend to Jerusalem, 
primarily to the Armon Han
atziv Promenade that overlooks 
the Old City. Since 2008, the Sigd 
has been an official Israeli state 
holiday, though it continues 
to be celebrated mainly by the 
country's Jewish community 
from Ethiopia, which now num
_bers about 130,000. 

On the morning preceding last 
year's Sigd celebration, I visited 
the apartment of one of the old
est qessotch- priests who are the 

Qes Emaha Negat 

traditional spiritual leaders of 
Jews from Ethiopia - in Israel. 
Born in the Gondar district of 
Ethiopia, seventy-nine-year
old Qes Emaha Negat moved 
to Israel in 1991, and now lives 
in the seaside city of Netanya. 
Clothed entirely in white, his 
head wrapped in a white turban, 
and speaking Hebrew and Am
haric, Qes Emaha recounted the 
biblical events in which the Sigd 
is rooted. 

Sigd means "prostration" . or 
"bowing down" in Ge'ez, the 
ancient Ethiopian liturgical lan
guage. The holiday commemo
rates, and is patterned after, 
events described in chapters 

Join the Women's Alliance for our Campaign Celebration 
featuring Pam Jenoff, international bestselling author of 

THE AMBASSADOR'S daughter 
and The Kommandant's Girl 

SHAI AFSAI 

8 and 9 of the Biblical Book of 
Nehemiah, which recounts how 
the Jews who returned to the 
Land of Israel from Babylon in 
the 6th century B.C.E., gathered 
in Jerusalem and publically re
committed themselves to the 
covenant between God and the 
Jewish people. 

One of the first worshipers I 
encountered in Jerusalem on 
the morning of the Sigd celebra
tion was Adgo ,Salehu. Dressed 
in white and draped in a red, 
yellow and green sash, Salehu 
arrived early at the Armon 
Hanatziv Promenade, where 
he located a prime spot to situ
ate his tripod-mounted video 

"Fans of Kate Morton and Alyson Richman should reach for popular Jenotf's latest 
historical romance .. :• - Booklist for The Ambassador~ daughter · 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 
Ledgemont Country Club 
131 Brown Avenue, Seekonk, MA 
7pm Presentation 
8pm Dessert Reception and Book Signing 

Minirnwn Gift to the 2014 Annual Campaign: $118 
If you are a first time donor to the Jewish Alliance, we invite you to 
make a starter gift of $54 

For more information contact Danielle Germanowski at 401.421.4111 ext. 109 or 
dgermanowski@jewishallianceri.org 

401 Elmgorve Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 I jewishallianceri.org 

camera and record the celebra
tion. On finding out that I had 
traveled from the United States 
to participate in the holiday, he 
smiled broadly. "This day of 
prayer must not be only for the 
Jews from Ethiopia, but for the 
whole nation," Salehu said. "It is 
important that the Sigd holiday 
develops and expands, and that 
more people join in its celebra
tion." 

During the Sigd, dozens of 
qessotch assemble at the Ar
mon Hanatziv Promenade on a 
specially constructed platform 
adorned with the flags of Is
rael and Jerusalem. Some are 
dressed all in white; others wear · 
cloaks of embroidered gold, blue, 
purple or black, adorned with 
large Stars of David. In addition 
to multi-colored parasols, the 
qessotch carry fly whisks and 
walking sticks, all three items 
representing their honored po
sition. Behind them, the stone 
walls of the Old City glimmer in 
the sunlight. 

Beneath a "Welcome to the 
Sigd Holiday" banner written 
in Hebrew and Amharic, the 
qessotch chant prayers in the an
cient Ge'ez and Agaw languag
es. Biblical passages, including 
those describing the giving of 
the Ten Commandments on 
Mount Sinai and the renewal of 
the covenant by the Jews who re
turned from the Babylonian ex
ile, are read to the congregation 
in Ge'ez, and then translated 
into Amharic, the first language 
of many members of the Jewish 
community from Ethiopia. 

By the afternoon, the hours of 

w~rs hip and study at the Armon 
Hanatziv Promenade build to 
a religious crescendo. The tone 
of the Sigd chanting becomes 
increasingly joyous, and the 
qessotch sway, accompanied by 
rhythmic drumming. Women 
raise their hands, ululate, and 
prostrate, pressing their fore
heads to the ground. 

When the qessotch descend 
from their platform at the con
clusion of the services, they are 
quickly surrounded by hun
dreds of congregants, who ac
company them with jubilant 
cries, applause, and trumpet 
blasts to a nearby tent, there to 
break the fast communally fol
lowing the annual renewal of 
the covenant. 

"I would suggest that Jews in 
Israel and the rest of the world 
adopt this holiday," Rabbi Ha
dane, the chief rabbi of the Jew
ish community from Ethiopia, 
said to me outside the tent. "Our 
forefathers in Ethiopia always 
prayed to return to Jerusalem 
and always prayed in the direc
tion of Jerusalem. We are here, 
but the vast majority of the Jew
ish nation is still in the diaspora, 
and this day and these prayers 
are very important for ingather
ing the exiles." 

Shai Afsai (ggbi@juno.com) 
lives in Providence. 
Editor's note: In November 
2012, Shai Afsai made a 
pilgrimage to Israel to celebrate 
and learn.about the Sigd holiday. 
His visit was reported in the 
Dec. 7 issue of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. He plans a return trip 
later this month. 

It's Jewish Book Month! 
Jewish Book Month, an annual Councilcontinuestocomplement 
event in recognition of Jewish its long-standing programs 
books and authors, is celebrated with innovative resources 
from Oct. 26 to Nov. 26. It is the and engagement. Adding to 
Jewish Book Council's longest- its effusive online presence at 
running program, harking back JewishBookCouncil.org, Jewish 
to the Council's origins in Jew- Book Council launched a new 
ish Book Week, a program in- resource: JBC BookClubs, an 
dependently started in 1925 by initiative providing hand
Fanny Goldstein, a librarian at picked book selections and 
the Boston Public Library, and recommendations, reading and 
quickly adopted discussion resources, 
by Jewish com- ~I JEWISH and opportunities to 
munities across video chat live with 
the United States. CBOOOUNKCI participating authors. 
Sponsored by the ------ -1 The Jewish Book 
Jewish Book Coun- www:ewlshbookcouncil.o Council is the only or-
cil, this program ganization in the Amer-
gradually expanded to a month- ican Jewish community dedi
long event in the 1940s. cated to promoting the reading, 

Another popular program writing, publishing, and dis
sponsored by the Jewish Book tribution of books of Jewish in
Council is the JBC- Network, terest in the English language. 
which sends authors on tour Contact your local Jewish orga
throughout North America. nizations and leaders to find out 
This program features in over how they are celebrating Jewish 
100 sites across North America, Book Month! 
and continues to grow in both For more information: Su
author and community mem- zanne Swift, Director JBC Net, 
bership. work, Jewish Book Council, 520 

This year, 260 authors Eighth Ave., Fourth Floor, New 
are participating in local York, NY 10018 347-871-3567 Su
communities' bookfairs and zanne@jewishbooks.org or 
literary events through the jewishbookcouncil.org 
JBC Network. The Jewish Book 
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Team Rhode 
Island needs 
a few good 

teens 
2014 JCC Maccabi 
team now forming 

BY ANGELA SULLIVAN 

COMMUNITY October 25, 2013 I 23 

Did you find the stirring scenes 
at the London summer Olympic 
Games in 2012 thrilling? Have 
you always wanted the opportu
nity to represent your commu
nity at an international event? 
Do you have a passion for sports 
or arts? If you answered yes to 
these questions, then the Alli
ance JCC has an amazing op
portunity for you! This sum
mer, the Alliance JCC will be 
sending a delegation of teens to 
Detroit, Mich., for the 2014 JCC 
Maccabi Games and Artsfest. 
There, they will participate in 
the largest gathering of Jewish 
youth in the world. Our delega
tion has many year-long fund
raising opportunities available 
to them, as well as meetings, 
sports clinics and a week of JCC 
Maccabi camp, before we leave 
for the competition. 

Greater Rhode Island 2013 JCC Maccabi team 

The JCC Maccabi Experience 
is a weeklong, international, 
athletic, artistic and cultural 

the United States for a week of 
sports, arts, community ser
vice and fun. This will be the 
15th delegation to represent 
Rhode Island at JCC Maccabi; 
past participants have brought 

,+ 

jcc maccabi 

GAMES 
event that has been uniting 
Jewish teens since 1982. Each 
year, more than 5,000 young 
people gather in up to three 
different communities all over 

home more than just medals. 
JCC Maccabi is a chance to 
make new friends and explore 
new places, challenge yourself 
to do things you may have nev-

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
# I ColdweU Banker 

Residenrial Broker age Agent in Rl 
for 2006, 2008. 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

er done before, learn and create 
a lifetime of memories. 

We already have athletes in
terested in forming a full team 
for soccer, baseball and vol
leyball , and we are searching 
for more athletes to fill these 
teams. Other sports, available 
as a mixed team or individual 
sport, are in-line hockey, soft
ball, bowling, golf, swimming, 

table tennis, tennis and com
petitive dance. Artsfest special
ties offered this summer will 
include acting/ improv, dance, 
musical theater, rock band, 
culinary arts, star reporter, vi
sual arts and vocal music/glee. 

Our RI delegation plans on 
attending J CC Maccabi Games 
and Artsfest in Detroit, Aug. 17 
- 22 and is open to Jewish teens 

between the ages of 13 and 17, as 
of July 31, 2014. 

For more information: con
tact Shannon Boucher 
(sboucher@jewishalliance.org) 
or 421-4111, ext. 147. 

Angela Sullivan (asullivan@ 
jewishallianceri.org), Alliance 
fitness professional and BeWell 
concierge, can be reached at 
421-4111, ext. 149. 

Managing Editor 
DYNAMIC individual needed to lead biweekly newspaper. 
The Jewish Voice, a 9,500 circulation, non-profit newspaper, published by the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, seeks a highly organized strategic thinker. 

The successful candidate must have strong communication skills, 2-4 years of 
relevant experience and be fami liar with web-based as well as print publishing. 

Send resume to: 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence RI 02906 
E-mail to: gputnam@jewishallianceri.org 
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ARE YOU AT THE 

END OF 
YOUR ROPE! 

Are you fed up with special diets and 
programs that only lead to frustration 
and failure? 

If you ' ve been struggling with your 
weight for years and continue to worry 
about the consequences , we can help. 

Health Way RI 

WEIGHT~F-WELLNESS 
Integrating Body, Mind and Spirit 

We've applied the experience of years with 
the expertise of a Board Certified Physician 
and Registered Dietitians to finally guide you 
to long term weight loss and optimal health. 

♦ Comprehesive medical evaluation 

♦ Personalized weight loss plan 

♦ When indicated, latest weight loss 
medications 

..:I I:.. 
-=ir-

HealthWayRI 

Irving T. Gilson , MD 
Medical Director 

INTERESTED? 
Call for more information 

or to schedule a free 
orientation with a 

Registered Dietitian . 

401-228-6010 
Offices convenie111/y located in 

Cranston and Greenville 

www.healthwayri.com 
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A revelation recollected 
1 asked how many died; he replied 25,000.' 

BY RICHARD SHEIN 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

My trip to Syria was during the honey
moon period after the first Gulf War. 
Syrian cooperation had 

tioned that the name Hama resonated in 
my memory, but I couldn't recall why. His 
response was his version of a war fought 
by his father against a fundamentalist 
uprising, whose headquarters were right 

been secured at the cost 
of billions of American 
dollars. Bashar Hafez 

FIRST PERSON 
in this place. To elimi
nate this threat to the 
State, the town was 

al-Assad had become president upon the 
death of his father, Hafiz al-Assad, and 
flags of mourning were flying every
where. 

Along with a small group of curious 
Americans, I had taken advantage of the 
uniqueness of the moment as we traveled 
throughout the country, and the experi
ence was fascinating. One experience, 
though, was the most memorable and 
haunting. Our tour company provided 
an archeologist of note, and the Syrians 
supplied a Syrian guide, Amir, who was 
about 26, a bright man fluent in English. 
His education included a master's de
gree from Oxford in English Literature. 
Conversation came easily to this erudite 
young fellow, who showed a grasp and ap
preciation for western culture. 

One day, as we pulled into Hama, a fa. 
mous tourist town boasting picturesque 
water wheels, I recalled that a massacre 
under the rule of the father, Hafiz, had 
been reported years ago. Interested in 
Amir's version of those events, I men-

surrounded by tanks 
and artillery and the areas in which the 
rebels lived were leveled. I asked how 
many died; he replied 25,000. He further 
identified them as whole families - men 
women and children. As we parked ou; 
van in the courtyard of a new hotel com
plex, I asked him where the area involved 
was; as I expected, it turned out we were 
driving on it. 

When I showed concern about the in
discriminate killing, he responded that 
his countrymen "had learned an impor
tant lesson - to change the government, 
one must change it from within, not from 
the outside. And so you see," he said with 
a smile on his face, "we have had no fur
ther problems." With a shudder, I calcu
lated that all this was from an English 
literary scholar, profoundly exposed to 
western culture. I think of Amir often. 
Richard Shein (richardshein@cox.net), 
a Providence resident, is a member of the 
editorial board of The Jewish Voice. 

URI Out of the Darkness Community Walk 
· Suicide awareness and prev.ention 

1' 

BY JUSTIN WILLNER 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

KINGSTON - Chalk markings of hope
ful messages were found on sidewalks at 
the University of Rhode Island Kingston 
campus on Oct. 20, after the University's 
fifth Out of the Darkness Community 
Walk. Hundreds of University of Rhode 
Island community members gathered to 
raise awareness and money for suicide 
prevention at the walk, which began 
with activities outside the URI Memorial 
Union. 

The American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, together with URI's Fein
stein Civic Engagement Program, orga
nized this event. "Suicide prevention and 
awareness is now more important than 
ever," said Sarah G. Miller, coordinator 
ofURI's Feinstein Civic Engagement Pro
gram. "With the awareness that suicide 
has for years had a terrible impact on 
college populations, we here at URI are 
proud to do our part to address this pub
lic health crisis. National reports have 
also shown that our returning service 
men and women are particularly vulner
able." 

This year, the Out of the Darkness walk 
was designed to get participants in a posi
tive frame of mind. "We want our stu
dents to know that they are going to have 
a big impact on this issue and on mental 
health in general," Miller said. "First, 
they are going to be a major voice on the 
campus, letting the depressed, despon
dent and suicidal know that they can get 
help. Second, they will be raising money 
for the national foundation and most of 
that money, in turn, will directly benefit 
our Counseling Center." 

Several booths were set up at the event 
where participants _could register, buy 
T-shirts and receive informational fli-

ers. During the first hour of the event, 
participants socialized and played games 
while music played. Activities included 
making posters and a limbo contest,,;with 
a T-shirt prize for the winner. Miller says 
that the event is held "to celebrate the 
lives of those we have lost and to recog
nize the hope we bring to those who are 
struggling." 

"Our returning service 
men and women are 
particularly vulnerable." 

URI hopes to raise $8,000 this year for 
the American Foundation for Suicide Pre
vention. On the day of the event, $3,600 
was raised and donations will be collect
ed until Dec. 31. After returning from the 
walk, community members were invited 
inside the URI Memorial Union to watch 
a video about college students who sup-
port suicide prevention. · 

The Out of the Darkness Community 
Walks are three to five miles long and 
will take place in more than 250 commu
nities across the country this year, with 
proceeds benefiting the American Foun
dation for Suicide Prevention. The foun
dation aims to prevent suicide and save 
lives, increase national awareness about 
depression and suicide, and provide sup
port for survivors of suicide loss. In de
ciding to walk, URI participants are help
ing to make suicide prevention a national 
priority. 
Justin Willner (justinwillner@gmail. 
com) is a fifth-year journalism student at 
URI. 
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Israeli group quietly feeding Syrian refugees in Jordan 
BY BEN SALES _ 

MAFRAQ, Jordan (JTA) -
The purple plastic sacks fill two 
rooms in the otherwise sparse
ly furnished headquarters of a 
Jordanian NGO (non-govern
mental organization), awaiting 
distribution to Syrian refugees 
already lined up on the side
walk. 

They contain an array of sta
ple dry goods - lentils, pasta, 
powdered milk, tea - as well 
as a range of hygiene products 
like soap and detergent, enough 
for 250 refugee families. But be
fore the goods were handed out, 
one thing will be removed - the 
word "Jewish." 

Going sack by sack with a 
pair of scissors, an aid worker 
begins to cut. 

"We don't announce with 
trumpets that we're Israeli," 
the worker says. "There's no 
need for that. Once you let that 
cat out of the bag, everything 
starts to blow up." 

The sacks are paid for by Is
raAid, an Israeli nonprofit that 
provides disaster relief and 
\mmanitarian aid across the 
world. The group has provided 
medical care and psychological 
services following earthquakes 
in Japan and Haiti, and sup
plies food and other materials 
to refugees at two camps in Ke
nya. 

lsraAid began working in Jor
dan early this year. Since then, 
the organization says it has pro
vided approximately $100,000 
worth of supplies to refugees 
who have escaped Syria's bru
tal civil war. 

But because Syria and Israel 
technically have been at war 
for four decades, discretion and 
security are paramount in Is
raAid's Jordanian operation. 
Most aid workers interviewed 
requested anonymity, as did the 
Jordanian · nongovernmental 
organization that is IsraAid's 
partner on the ground. Working 
with Israelis, they say, could en
danger their work and the lives 
of the refugees they help. 

Israelis may travel freely to 
Jordan, but when the IsraAid 
delegation crossed the border 
on Friday, it brought a letter 
from the Jordanian NGO that 

would facilitate the distribution 
as well as a list of individuals in 
its party. 

A police escort joined the 
group's bumpy ride through 
northern Jordan, past small 
villages of flat-roofed houses, 
lemon groves and vegetable 
fields . In the distance were the 
mountains of southern Syria. 

"We try to work by the book 
and not go under the radar," 
says Shachar Zahavi, IsraAid's 
founding director, who explains 
that other countries also re
quire extended security checks. 
"The Jordanians are open to it." 

After 90 minutes, the delega
tion arrives at the Jordanian 
NGO's headquarters, next to an 
empty lot filled with trash on a 
side street in this city. The capi
tal city of a region of the same 
name, half of Mafraq's 100,000 
residents are refugees from the 
conflict next door. 

In total, half a million Syr
ians have taken refuge in Jor
dan. Most of them are here, in 
the border region, and most ar
rived this year. 

Directed by a soft-spoken, 
gray-haired retiree working 
without pay, the Jordanian 
NGO focuses on aiding the 
200,000 local refugees not living 
in Zaatri, the massive United 
Nations refugee camp nearby. 
The director keeps meticulous 
records of the constantly gr,pw
ing number of aid recipients, 
registering every new arrival, 
noting the size of their fam
ily and when they last received 
aid. Seventy volunteers help 
purchase and package supplies 
with funds from groups like Is
raAid. 

With the word "Jewish" re
moved, the purple bags begin to 
travel in a human chain down 
a tight stairwell to the refugees 
below, almost all of them wom
en wearing long black dresses 
and matching hijabs. Bags are 
loaded onto trucks or carried in 
hand back to wherever they are 
staying. 

One woman approaches a vol
unteer to explain, through basic 
Arabic and hand motions, that 
a relative has cancer. Where, 
she asks, can she find medicine? 

"We're still at this beginning 

PRIVATE TUTORING PROGRAMS 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PERSONALIZED ONE-ON-ONE INSTRUCTION 
FROM EDUCATIONAL PROFESSIONAL 

WITH IVY MASTER'S DEGREE 
AND 15 YEARS' TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

SPECIALIZATIONS: 
Foundational Mathematics 

Foundational Grammar & Composition 
SAT I ACT I Standardized Test Preparation 

HOME-BASED PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

INQUIRIES: (401)305-6707 
MARC LIPPS ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Educational Consultants 
Serving Rhode Island Communities 

stage," the aid worker later tells 
JTA. "You're still being inun
dated with refugees. They're 
always going to need food until 
the situation is stable." 

The next stop for the IsraAid 
workers is Hamra, an im
promptu refugee camp set up a 
month ago 20 minutes outside 
Mafraq. Situated under power 
lines, surrounded by desert and 
about to be clouded by a · suffo
cating sandstorm, the camp is 
home to 25 families from a Da
mascus suburb who had walked 
60 miles to the Jordanian bor
der to escape the fighting. 

Now they share space in 10 
tents with dirty, beige flaps 
featuring the block letters 
U.N.H.C.R. - for United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refu
gees - in faded blue. Inside one, 
seven thin mattresses sit in a 
square on a tattered rug. A sec
ond room, with a small burner 
and piles of pots and pans, 
serves as the tent kitchen. 

Although they eagerly crowd 
the distribution truck, most ref
ugees appear healthy, if needy. 
While the distribution goes on, 
one resident insists that the 
workers sit for some coffee. 

Alliance JCC 

But an elderly woman shakes 
as she pulls a deformed hand 
out of her i,-obe, her two fin
gers wrapped backwards and 
melded into what was left of her 
palm. After the bombing that 
caused her injury, she joined 
her children and grandchildren 
on the 60-mile trek. Now she 
says nothing, her wrinkled face 
and sunken eyes conveying a 
resigned helplessness. 

Zahavi hopes that within a 
month, IsraAid can bring so
cial workers to Mafraq to help 
refugees cope with the psycho
logical trauma. Israelis, Zahavi 
says, are experts in trauma 
care after decades of dealing 
with terror attacks. 

"My main agenda is to put 
Israelis on the ground around 
the world and show the world 
that Israel cares about them," 
he says. 

IsraAid receives support 
from several foundations, but 
the organization says some of 
its donors initially were reluc
tant to fund its work in Jordan 
for fear of becoming involved 
in the Syria-Israel conflict. But 
the aid worker says that when 
refugees discover the Israeli 
connection, they are still grate
ful for the help - no matter its 
political implications. 

"You're talking about hungry 
people," she says. "These people 
are in a dire situation. If I hand 
someone a can of tuna, do they 
really care where it's coming 
from?" 

Early Childhood Center 

@ ;;~,~~~~~~~~:~ 
Now enrolling for the 2014 - 2015 school year! 

What makes our program different? 

Flexible drop-off and pick-up times to fit your busy schedule 
Low student to teacher ratio in a warm, nurturing environment 
Reggio Emilia Approach to learning based on principles of respect, responsibility 
and community permits children to explore and discover - promoting a love of 
lifelong learning 
Children develop at their own pace in our multi-age setting, while improving their 
social skills for future schooling success 
Beautiful, bright classroom surrounded by nature in an exclusive synagogue 
location provides unique learning experiences for children including Jewish values
based teaching 
Our curriculum, in alignment with the Rhode Island Department of Education 
Early Learning Standards, takes a child centered approach 

Enroll now! For more information or to schedule a tour, 
contact Sara Foster at sfoster@jewishallianceri.org. 

The Alliance JCC ECC is a program of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
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ANTIQUES 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

CONSIGN 

OR 

SELL DIRECT 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 

AUCTIONS ?-
ITEMS 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

CPA 

,oMSl ' Larry B. Parness 
Nikki M. Parness. CFP® 

MBA 

Thinking outside the box 
Full service financial firm providing 

Business/Individual Consulting 
Tax Preparation 

Financial Planning 
401 4'>4 0()00 • parnessl () 1x netcom com 

128 Doirance St • Sui te S20 • Prov1cl•~nc,~ RI 029(J) 
You ve known me for your toxPs 

Now see LJS fo r t he res t of your fin ancial story 

GENERAL SERVICES 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Speciallzlng in ~!"Ike for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

•Property Mointenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to, 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 
•Improve security 
•Driving and other seJVices available 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tei, 401-273-4642 • Mobile 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI Reg #29694 

INSURANCE 

. Brier & Brier 
Personal Service .' .. Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street; #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I jbricr@brier-brier.com 

~'WW.brier-brier.com 
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BAR/ BAR M!TZVAH/ WEDDINGS ··~w . . -~, ,. ' j/ •· WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

"f.j , !fi,";; ,¥i'i'·. 
I 1j' •• ,. A!.~,,•,,t; ,_ f , , H" • .. 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajciwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWElRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SEU RARE COINS, ~----.I 

: ~:~~i~ GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION NOW AVAILABU 
• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dolan, 

GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST GoldCoii,&Estate 
• ANTtQUES, STIRLING SILVER J,,wehyandSiver, 
•COINS&BARS 111111,115 ProofS<b,Coin& 
- us ANO FOREIGN mn, Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PIIIII' COIN IXCIWIGt 'l 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1%9 • LC 8041 

Servingbanks,attorneys,estates 
and the public for over:dlJ years., 

401-861-1640 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Medi-Weightloss Clinics® - . 
Medically Supervised 

Weight Loss that Works! 

- -· .., I East ... , 
80 umbert Lind Highw;ay • W.i!rwid< 1235 W.i1mp.i1no .ilg Tr.ii i • Forbes Plua 

401 -7J9,7900 401-4ll-1800 

www.mediweightlos:sdinia.com 

CAMERA SERIVCES 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
791 Hopt.' Stref't • Proud ('nce, RI 02906 

(401) 2-REPAIR (273-7247) 
FAX: (40 1) 490-8212 

Michael F. Zacks, C.P.C. 

V1clco ~rnd Aud io Tramfct 
T,1pcs • LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repairs 

COLLEGE & CAREER PLANNING 

College and Career Planning 

Marc Lipps 1\ssociates, Inc. 
Marc P. Lipp! 

Educational Consultant 

Private Practice 
Designed for High School Sophomores and Juniors 

and Their Families 
O UR PR OFESS IONAL OF F I CE 

I S CONVENIENTLY L OCATED IN CU MBERLAND , RI 

401-305-6705 
j 

www.marclippsassociates.com 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom In Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838- 1119 

ADVERTISE in Thejewish Voice. 

You'll be glad you did . 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY 
tstearly@jewishallianceri.org 

421-4111, ext. 160 

KAREN BORGER 
ksborger@gmail.com 
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Treat your sprain without putting a strain on your wallet 
OrthoNowRI, the orthopedic urgent care facility and ER alternative 

Ii BUSINESS PROFILE 

BY IRINA MISSIURO 
imissiuro@jewishallianceri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Envision the 
following scenario: You have 
just picked up your child from 
his afterschool program when 
he starts complaining of ankle 
pain. You take a look at the 
problem only to realize that you 
have no idea whether little Aar
on has a twisted ankle or a case 
of toddler-itis. You think, better 
to be safe than sorry, right? You 
can either spend your night in 
an emergency room and end up 
with a huge bill or stop by Or
thoNowRI, an after-hours or
thopedic care facility located 
on the Providence-Pawtucket 
line. The Jewish Voice spoke 
with Dr. Steven Blazar,.the CEO 
of OrthoNowRI and a spine sur
geon at Orthopedic Group Inc., 
about the type of services the 
practice offers and the benefits 
of choosing OrthoNowRI over 
the emergency room. 

Blazar explains tnat Or
thoNowRI is a response to 
the Affordable Care Act (aka 
Obamacare). Their practice ad
dresses the three main tenets of 
the healthcare reform: access, 
quality and cost. OrthoNowRI 
fits in nicely with the concept of 
an Accountable Care Organiza-
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tion. Blazar continued, "When a 
hospital or a large primary care 
practice gets together with an 
insurance company, both sides 
share risk to manage a given 
population." Such an organi
zation can serve as an alterna
tive to the emergency' room. 
While Blazar acknowledges 
that emergency rooms provide 

a very important service to the 
community, as a health care 
professional, he knows that, 
sometimes, people's needs can 
be handled using more effective 
methods. 

ate access to an orthopedic phy
sician's assistant. If you require 
an x-ray, you don't need to drive 
to another facility - the practice 
has the equipment, so you can 
be diagnosed right away. Since 
OrthoNowRI's professionals 
understand these types of in
juries better than non-special
ists, they will treat them right 
the first time. You will not only 
save money, but also heal faster. 

While the brand-new facility 
(at the time of the interview, Or
thoNowRI had been operating 
for only two weeks) is currently 
open on weekday nights, Blazar 
says that they have designed 
the ability to increase hours, as 
well as days, into their strategic 
plan. "If the demand is there, 

nience. Already, patients come 
in with work-related trauma, 
such as-hand injuries. If people 
get hurt, they don't have to wait 
until they can get an appoint
ment - they can just walk in. 
While the practice is not pre
pared to handle open fractures, 
spinal and head trauma or bro
ken bones (better to go to the 
ER for those), the most common 
injuries they treat include frac
tures, sprains and strains. 

Also, people will come in just 
to make sure that their injury 
is nothing serious. They can af
ford to visit since the practice 
accepts most major insurances 
and charges the co-pay a pa
tient would normally spend for 
a regular office visit. 

vider, the practice would send 
their notes to their provider's 
office to document received 
treatment. So, if you are ever in 
doubt whether you need a cast, 
surgery or rehab, you know 
what to do - visit OrthoNowRI 
and get a definitive diagnosis on 
the spot. 

OrthoNowRI is located at 588 
Pawtucket Ave., Pawtucket, open 
Monday through Friday, 5:30 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Call 495-1700. 

Editor's note: This is one of a 
series of profiles of local busi
nesses, some of which advertise 
in The Jewish Voice. 

When primary care practices 
share risk with insurance com
panies, they want to ascertain 
that patients get high-quality 
care and access in an efficient 
and economical manner. Blaz
er added, "In many instances, 
people will go to the emergency 
room, and the physician will 
stabilize the individual and, 
more often than not, will end 
up referring the patient to an 
orthopedic specialist." With 
OrthoNowRI, there's no need 
for multiple office visits. You 
can have an appointment on a 
walk-in basis and have immedi-

OrthoNow 
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After Hours Orthopedic 
Walk-in Care 

\., 

we will expand and maybe even 
include weekend hours," he 
promises. 

Since this is the only facil
ity of its kind in R.I. and Mass., 
it's likely thaf people will start 
taking advantage of the conve-
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If someone who comes in does 
need the attention of an ortho
pedic surgeon, OrthoNowRI 
can get them on the schedule of 
Orthopedic Group as early as 
the next day. If patients would 
prefer to see an alternate pro-
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A mystery left unsolved 
"Evangeline" - the romantic, 

tragic, poetic epic by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow we used 
to read in the Providence public 

schools - is 
depicted on 
postcards , 
posters, clips 

'\ from the 
eponymous 
Hollywood 
movie with 
Dolores del 
Rio in the 
title role, in 
marble busts A Sketchbook 

Mike Fink 
within glass 
cases and 
on canvas in 
somber hues. 

Where? Moncton University 
(the only exclusively franco
phone college in eanada) in 
the Acadian Museum building. 
The gift case display bears the 
names "Louise and Reuben Co
hen". 

Who are they? Polish Holo
. caust survivors who prospered 
in Moncton. Now a 92-year-old 
widower, Reuben conducted the 
Sabbath prayers at the nearby 
Tifereth synagogue on Stead
man Street just off Main Street. 
He chanted with elegance and 
poise. I stayed for the Kiddush 
after a Rosh Hodesh service and 
said "L'chaim" over shot glass
es of excellent Canadian club 
and Crown Royal offered, per
haps surprisingly, with matzah 
as well as mini pitas. 

What was I doing here? Well, 
my wife was at a conference on 
breastfeeding and I travelled 
with her on a research hunch. 

Is it possible, as Michele 
Doucette, a computer- or "ordi
nateur" - "friend" claims, that 
Evangeline herself, or the peo
ple she symbolized, was a secret 
Jewish conversa? 

Remember the plot of the 
verse? The Brits and the French 
are continually at war over 
rights to the Canadian soil 
and shorelines, rich in fish and 
farmland. The English win the 
battles, of course, and the Que
becois await over four centuries 
for Charles de Gaulle to resto.re 
their pride and their patois; 
however, it had either changed 
or simply endured. 

The Acadians, however, re
fuse to swear total allegiance 
to the Anglo-Saxon king, or at 
least to commit to taking arms 
against the French king. They 
are, therefore, deported; many 
are doomed to die at sea, or of 

Images of_"evangeline" 

hunger, thirst, at the hands of 
pirates, wherever they seek 
refuge, in Philadelphia or New 
Orleans, or wherever the winds 
and waters take them, help
lessly adrift. Evangeline finds 
her lost fiance , Gabriel, when 
she, as a nurse, discovers and 
rescues him. Alas, he perishes 
in her arms. 

Does this sound just a bit like 
a fictional Holocaust memoir? 
Or maybe more like a Purim 
story, or an Inquisition Ladi
no ballad of wandering tribes 
subject to the whims of pirates 
upon the hostile human but in
humane planet? 

I asked at the Moncton syna
gogue if anybody else in the 
area is pursuing the subject of 
anusim (abandoning Jewish re
ligion against one's own will) 
cdnnections to Acadian ac
counts. The answer I received 
from a French-Jewish con
gregant, born in 1938 in Stras
bourg, Alsace, but brought 
to Canada, who teaches at 
Moncton University, was, no 
way! "They were pawns in a 
political tug-of-war and that's 
all there is to it! The flourish
ing survivors in the region are 
all named Le Blanc and share a 
common ancestor. They weren't 
suppressed by the Church; they 
were a faithful flock." And he 
walked me back, most ami
ably, to my hotel and left it at 
that. . 

Nevertheless, Michele 
Doucette declares otherwise. 
She traces other Acadian pat
ronymics plus other towns 
in metropolitan France that 
once had Jewish populations 
and cultures. "The Acadians 
came from La Rochelle and 

PHOTOS I MIKE FINK 

Rouen as well as Bayonne 
and Bordeaux, which abut the 
Spanish mountainous border. 
There must have been Jews 
fleeing the persecutions of Holy 
Office and the torments and tor
tures of Torquemada, mixing in 
among them. It figures." 

And then, the bellman at my 
hotel accompanied me to the 
long riverside walkway and 
said, "Go to the right and you 
can read the diverse destinies 
and history of Moncton on the 
memorial stones. Or take the 
left path and you will find fhe 
bookstores, art galleries, and 
statues of the f'!1nders of re-
gion." .. 

I did both, and found herb 
gardens, Irish famine monu
ments, and skate-and-graffiti 
parks. At the left, I found and 
photographed a most impres
sive sculpture of the first mayor 
of Moncton - a shipbuilder and 
merchant named Joseph Salter. 
One of the names of the spon
sors of this grand testimonial 
was "Druckman." Betty Ru
bin and husband Isaac share 
the list with other notables,- but 
I discovered that Betty was a 
lady of Hadassah and an offi
cer at the Tifereth Synagogue. 
They are a prominent couple in 
the high society of the city. 

I wondered if, even though I 
could have failed to find Jewish 
secrets among the Acadians, I 
might discover a touch of To
rah among the German names, 
such as Salter. I stepped into 
the public library - also very 
close to my hotel - and read 
the diary of this 19th century 
successful statesman. No men
tion of anything Hebraic, but 
I did notice that his busi-
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Tifereth synagogue 

ness journeys had taken him 
among the very Caribbean 
communities famous for their 
welcoming of Jewish refugees 
from Portugal and Spain, rep
resenting the free enterprise 
of the Dutch colonialists. I 
close this chapter of my early 
research with the reminder 
that, among the Lost Ten Tribes 
of Israel, there are not 
only many 
myths and leg
ends and an
cient Biblical 

versions 
of our co
religionists 
vanished 
into the 
void. 

Among 
my fellow 
Minyan 
acquain
tances of 
this Sab
bath m,;irn
ing, Jews 
from many 
lands close by 
and far away, 
graciously 
greeted me 
and made 
mention of the 
continuing threats 
to their rabbis and 

The Jewish Voice 

this land upon which the syn
agogue stands, and we are a 
smaller congregation as fami
lies move away for safer shores. 
There h·ave been murders even 
of rabbis in the past. Beware!" 

The weather was, neverthe
less, easygoing and lovely for 
hiking. The weekend in Canada 
was lit by sunbeams as well as 
fine whisky! And the fate of all 
folks shares familiar themes, 
ecumenical hope being a qni
versal one. 

Mike Fink (mfink33@aol. 
com) teaches at RISD. 
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Two extraordinary humanitarians, one friendship 
Two 19th century men of differ
ent faiths and disparate social 
backgrounds, each conversant 
within the corridors of inter
national philanthropy, met late 

in their lives 
and formed a 
deep and last
ing friend
ship. 

One was 
named Moses 
Haim Mon
tefiore (1784 
-1885), born 

OF SCIENCE in Livorno, 
& SOCIETY Italy, of Eng-

lish parents 

STANLEYM. 
ARONSON, M.D. 

- then vaca
tioning in It
aly. The other 
was Thomas 
Hodgkin 

(1798 -1866), born in a London 
suburb and best remembered 
as the physician who first de
scribed a unique neoplastic dis
ease of lymphatic tissue known 
as Hodgkin's Disease. 

Hodgkin's parents were Brit
ish Quakers and Thomas was 
raised in a nurturing; deeply 
religious environment that 
regarded learning as a moral 
responsibility. The core prin
ciples of the Society of Friends 

BY RUTH JAFFA ALBERT 
Special to The Jewish Voice 

Having returned to my native 
state after residing in Florida 
for more than 22 years, I have 
a clearer understanding of how 
Rip Van Winkle felt after his 
twenty-year nap. I am in awe 
of the remarkable nuances en
hancing the Rhode Island scene 
- some I have already witnessed 
and others are still on my ever
growing bucket list. 

For me, the most overwhelm
ing change is the re-making 
of downtown Providence. The 
salient feature, of course, is 
WaterFire, the floating river 
bonfires amidst parks, walk
ways and arched bridges, ac
companied by easy-listening 
music and attracting thousands 
of visitors. 

I recently attended the sea
son's first meeting of the R.I. 
Jewish Historical Association, 
held at Camp JORI's new, im
proved and expansive campus 
on Worden's Pond in Wakefield, 
another place that came into be
ing when I was in Florida. Be
sides enjoying an informative 
meeting, I reconnected with 
Hilton Weiss, the son of the late 
Leo and Sophie Weiss, camp 
directors at the former Point 
Judith location, where I was a 
teenage junior counselor. I en
joyed a grand tour of the new 
camp conducted by Ronnie Gut-

-_ personal discipline, order and 
simplicity - were the esteemed 
precepts of the Hodgkin clan. 
As a youth, Thomas showed 
an aptitude for the natural sci-

ences (with Humphrey Davy as 
his role model.) His abiding con
cerns were about the welfare of 
oppressed native populations, 
particularly Africans forced 
into slavery and transported to 
the Western Hemisphere. 

The survival of Native Ameri
can populations and their cul
tures represented yet another 
of Hodgkin's enduring moral 
convictions. His intense in
volvement in the abolitionist 
movement and the cultural 
integrity of "tribal peoples" 

became Hodgkin's lifelong pur
suit. Decades later, Hodgkin 
was a leader in promoting re
verse migration of enslaved Af
ricans back to the independent 
nation of Liberia. And in 1863, 
in an England firmly favoring 
the Confederate States, Hodg
kin was a vocal advocate of Lin
coln's Emancipation Proclama
tion. 

Hodgkin attended the medi
cal school at Guy's Hospital (a 
few years after the poet, John 
Keats, had completed his stud
ies there), added to his clinical 
education in Paris and was thep 
awarded his doctorate degree 
by Edinburgh medical school. 
Hodgkin's life was then a suc
cession of notable scientific 
discoveries including the epide
miologic proof that cholera was 
a contagious disease. 

Hodgkin maintained his in
tense interest in the welfare and 
education of North American 
native tribes, authoring a suc
cession of trenchant pamphlets 
on issues of social justice par
ticularly the schooling of Cree 
children. His fervent writings 
included commentaries on per
sonal hygiene and the dangers 
of smoking and the consump
tion of alcoholic beverages. 

In the later years of his -life, 
Hodgkin developed a very close 
friendship with Sir Moses Mon
tefiore, a prominent London 
banker who had retired early 
from his productive partner
ship with the English Roth
schilds and then devoted the 
remainder of his lengthy life 
- 101 years - to international 
philanthropic efforts on behalf 
of the Jews residing in Yishuv 
Palestine, Turkey and Tsarist 
Russia. · 

Montefiore and Hodgkin trav
eled ·the world seeking ways to 
improve the status, while bring
ing some measure of comfort, 
to the many embattled Jewish 
communities in Europe and the 
Middle East. 

Before Theodor Herzl had 
promoted the philosophy of Zi
onism, Montefiore and Hodg
kin had encouraged the return 
of the landless Jews of Europe 
to Palestine, then an under
populated, infertile and malar
ial backwater province of the 
Turkish (Ottoman) Empire. 

Montefiore personally fi
nanced housing, health and 
educational projects in and 
near Jerusalem, as well as self
sustaining farms in the Galilee 
region and a windmill to mill 

flour - a structure still standing 
in Jerusalem. 

In the spring of 1866, prompt
ed by news of a renewed out
break of cholera in the Holy 
Land, Hodgkin and Montefiore 
resolved to return for their sev
enth visit to the Middle East. 
They disembarked in Alexan
dria, Egypt, and began the ar
duous overland trek to Jerusa
lem. Hodgkin took gravely ill 
in the coastal village of Jaffa, 
probably an exacerbation of his 
chronic enteritis (inflamation 
of the intestine), and died on 
April 4, 1866. 

A heartbroken Montefiore 
mourned the passing of his 
cherished friend, traveling 
companion and personal physi
cian. An obelisk marks Hodg
kin's grave on the outskirts of 
Tel Aviv. It reads: "Here rests 
the body of Thomas Hodgkin, 
M.D., of Bedford Square, Lon
don. A man distinguished alike 
for scientific attainments, medi
cal skills and self-sacrificing 
philanthropy. He died in the 
68th year of his age, in the faith 
and hope of the Gospel." 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., 
may be reached at smamd@cox. 
net. 

Making her way anew 
Rhode Island native settles in 

tin, the present director, who 
happens to be my cousin. 

My bucket list already in- . 
eludes a trip to see the new 
zoo exhibits at Roger Williams 
Park, including the park's new
ly renovated botanical gardens 
and new greenhouse. 

Tamarisk itself is relatively 
new, having just celebrated its 
tenth anniversary. Named for a 
Middle East desert shade tree, 
a symbol of welcoming, it is 
true to its namesake. I, a twice
widowed almost octogenarian 
with a few limiting disabilities, 
have been able to replace the 
responsibilities . of cooking, 
cleaning and food shopping 

with more enriching activities. 
I have an attractive apartment 
overlooking a large, beautifully 
landscaped garden area, where 
Tootsie, my adorable miniature 
schnauzer, and I get plenty of 
exercise. During this autumn 
season, in particular, I inhale 
the wonderful fresh non-humid 
air, a plus (or my compromised 
breathing - a condition not 
helped by the Florida humidity. 

For me, Tamarisk is ideally 
located, within two miles of my 
daughter Sara, a supermarket, 
two malls, shopping plazas, 
Temple Sinai, my bank, dog 
grooming salon, vet and law
yer. My son, granddaughters 
and all my doctors are less than 
a half-hour's drive. In-house 
instructional programs are all 
professionally led: basic exer
cise classes, tai-chi, yoga, Jew
ish studies, play reading, wom
en's biography, current events, 
painting class, jewelry making, 
horticulture and word games. 

In addition, there are mah
jong games, card games, musi
cal programs, lectures, mov
ies and Friday night services 
- conducted by Tamarisk's own 
Fania Gross. There's simply no 
way to be bored! 

I would be remiss to omit 
mentioning Tamarisk's Re
naissance Memory Unit. What 
a gift it is to our community! I 
have become very familiar with 
this unit, as Tootsie and I walk 

through it several times a day 
to gain access to the garden. 
Tootsie serves as a non-creden
tialed therapy dog to many of 
the residents, who lavish her 
with affectionate attention. 

The Renaissance unit is 
decorated with arts and crafts 
items created by the'residents. 
It is bright, cheerful and we!-

coming. Success-enabling 
programs include quiz games, 
which tap well-developed long
term memories. Vegetable and 
flower gardening, bird watch
ing, musical entertainment, ex
ercises and a variety of games 
are on the daily agenda. I'm 
impressed with the atmosphere 
of calmness and contentment, 
a tribute to the kindness and 

compassion of the staff. 
I am saddened to think that 

nothing comparable to the Re
naissance was available to my 
late husband, who spent three 
years in a Florida facility. Al
though recommended by my 
Alzheimer's Support group, 
his care, from 1995 to 1998, fell 
short of what I now know to be 
superior. 

In the process of examining 
all that is new and different 
to me as a returned Rhode Is
lander, I have acquired an ap
preciation of my native state 
that I lacked when we pulled up 
stakes in 1990. I invite readers 
of "The Jewish Voice" to let me 
know about anything I have yet 
to discover, new or old, about 
Rhode Island, its Jewish com
munity and its people. 

Ruth Jaffa Alper may be 
reached at ruthandtootsie@ 
gmail.com. 

Do Your Parents Need Help With: 

• Staying at Home With as Much Independence as Possible? 
• Dr. Appointments; Taking Medications? 
• Assisted Living vs. Nursing Home Care? 
• Accepting Help Without Being Resentful? 

Let's Work Together! 

Jane E. Korb, M.A., CCM 
Geriatric Care Manager, 787-2881 

Jkorb3@gmail.com 
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Dreaming of unity, through the lens of Israeli paratroopers 
BY MICHAEL M. ROSEN 

JNS 

Religious Zionism and the kib
butz movement, Israeli author 
and think-tanker Yossi Klein 
Halevi recently told me, are 
"the two messianic streams 
within Zionism that wanted 
more than just a safe refuge for 
the Jewish people." In hls esti
mation, those forces - as well 
as their internal struggle and 
their collective battle against 
the "normalizing" forces of Is
raeli society - have shaped Is
raeli history since the conclu
sion of the 1967 Six-Day War. 

In "Like Dreamers," a new 
book assessing the battle for 
Jerusalem and its legacy, Klein 
Halevi skillfully explores these 
intersecting forces by examin
ing the brigade of Israeli para: 

troopers that reunited Israel's 
capital. "For me, what this 
book really is about is the fate 
of Israel's utopian dreams," 
said Klein Halevi, a research 
fellow at the Shalom Hartman 
Institute. 

The book traces the profes
sional and personal trajecto
ries of seven veterans of the 
55th Brigade, including Arik 
Achmon, the kibbutznik chief 
intelligence officer turned avid 
capitalist; . Yoe! Bin-Nun, rabbi 
and founder of two settlements 
and a yeshiva in Judea and Sa
maria; Meir Ariel, poet-singer 
who wrote and performed "Je
rusalem of Iron" in the imme
diate wake of the 1967 war; a 
conceptual artist and environ
mentalist; two religious Zion
ists who spearheaded the Gush 
Emunim settlement move-

ment; and even a disillusioned 
Leftist who allied with Syria. 

The book, Klein Halevi told 
me, originated in a newspaper 
article about the brigade he 
read in an Israeli daily some 15 
years ago. "I remember being 
struck by that and thought this 
would make an interesting ar
ticle someday," the author said. 
"And it turned into an 11-year 
article." 

This book-length 'article, 
which Klein Halevi regards as 
a "deeply revealing group and 
individual portrait," traverses 
I'srael's political, cultural, eco
nomic and spiritual divides by 
illuminating the transition of 
the movement to settle the West 
Bank and Gaza from a secular 
to a religious enterprise, as 
well as the slow but inexorable 
transformation of its economy 

Italian cyclist Gino Bartali 
recognized as righteous gentile 

New York (JTA) -Yad Vashem 
posthumously recognized the 
Italian cycling champion Gino 
Bartali as Righteous Among 
the Nations. 

The Holocaust memorial in 
Jerusalem released a statement 
saying that during the German 
occupation of Italy beginning 
in September 1943, "Bartali, a· 
devout Catholic, was part of a 
rescue network spearheaded by 
Rabbi Nathan Cassuto of Flor
ence together with the Arch
bishop of Florence Cardinal 
Elia Angelo Dalla Costa," who 
has been recognized as a righ-

"Gino Bartali was an 
immense champion, 
on pedals and in life." 

teous gentile. 
The Jewish-Christian net

work, Yad Vashem said, "saved 
hundreds of local Jews and 
Jewish refugees from territo
ries which had previously been 
under Italian control, mostly in 
France and Yugoslavia." 

Bartali, who died in 2000 at 
85, had acted as a courier for 
the network, according to Yad 
Vashem, "secreting forged 
documents and papers in his bi
cycle and transporting them be
tween cities, all under the guise 
of training." 

It added, "Knowingly risking 
his life to rescue Jews, Bartali 
transferred falsified documents 
to various contacts, among 
them Rabbi Cassuto." 

The decision to recognize 
Bartali was based in part on tes
timony obtained and published 
by the Italian Jewish monthly 
Pagine Ebraica, including from 
a man, Giorgio Golderberg, who 

said Bartali had hidden him 
and his parents in his cellar. 

The recognition drew an emo
tional response in Italy. "Gino 
Bartali was an immense cham
pion, on pedals and in life," Pag
ine Ebraiche editor Guido Vi
tale wrote. "The recognition by 
Yad Vashem is the just reward 
for an explemplary human un
dertaking." 

Florence Mayor Matteo Renzi 
told the Union of Italian Jew
ish Communities website that 
it was "the best present to the 
city arid the most serious way 
to give meaning to the world cy
cling championships." 

Yad Vashem said a presenta
tion ceremony will be held in 
Italy at a date to be determined. 

from lethar
gic socialist 
basket-case to 
thriving capi- LIKE talist success. 

This care
ful analy
sis includes 
wartime , 
when _ these 
seven men 
from wildly 
divergent 
backgrounds 
unite against 
a common 
e nemy , 
as well as 
peace 
time, when 
"t hey're 
fighting of
ten with 
each · other 
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to help 
shape the 
character 
and the 
destiny 
of Israel" - a vitality, Klein 
Halevi said, that "impels us 
forward , but also is often the 
cause of our stalemate· against 
ourselves." 

Yet by the end of the story 
in the mid-2000s - or at least 
where Klein Halevi chooses to 
end it - the stalemate breaks, 
at least modestly, as Israelis 
have come to embrace a grudg
ing, tough-nosed centrism, 
even unity, as illustrated by 
the book's final vignette: Bin
Nun's re-enactment of the bat
tle for Jerusalem in front of a 
religiously and politically ecu
menical crowd. 

"After 45 years of vehement 

' 

pride , 
noting that "maybe only ayeled 
chutz could have written this 
book ... an attempt to create a 
unified narrative of the last 45 
years thaf embraces Left and 
Right in the same story." 

Indeed, some of the keen
est socio-political analyses 
in modern history were writ
ten by outsiders - Alexis de 
Tocqueville's "Democracy in 
America" comes to mind. Here, 
on a smaller scale, Klein Hale
vi weaves a tale that is both im
passioned and dispassionate, 
engaged and impartial, reveal
ing and objective. Regarding 
his characters, the author con-

fided that he and often bru
tal disagree
ment between 
Left and Right," 
Klein Halevi 
told me, "a ma
jority of Israe
lis today are a · 
Ii ttle bit Left 
and a little bit 
Right at the 

~!(,Like Dreamers," a 
! new book assessing 
s_:,i the battle for 
f\ lerusalem and 

feels a personal 
attachment 
"to every one 
of them," and 
yet, throughout 
"Like Dream
ers," he sub
jects their in
dividual and its legacy." 

same time." He's optimistic 
about "the emergence of a new 
political sobriety in Israel," but 
cautions that, perhaps para
doxically, "being a centrist in 
the Israeli context means you 
strongly embrace opposite 
principles." 

Of coqrse, many chapters re
main to be written in Israel's 
enduring story, but the ones 
Klein Halevi tells well in "Like 
Dreamers" result from tireless 
journalistic efforts. 

The author struggled with "a 
deep reluctance on the part of 
some of the key personalities 
to truly open up" - par for the 
course for Israelis of that gen
eration. At the beginning of the 
project, his subjects regarded 
him as a ye led chutz - a negative 
term meaning "outsider child" 
that carries connotations from 
kibbutz days. Yet Klein Halevi 
wore this term as a badge of 

ideological arcs 
to vigorous, although always 
sensitive, scrutiny. 

Klein Halevi characterized 
the book, which he researched 
and wrote over the course of 
more than a decade, as "a com
bination of intense frustration 
and occasional exhilaration ... 
a nagging feeling that I'm not 
doing this story justice." He 
needn't worry. As a work of po
litical, cultural, and religious 
history, "Like Dreamers" is a 
triumph. 

"Like Dreamers: The Story of 
the Israeli Paratroopers Who 
Reunited Jerusalem and Di
vided a Nation," by Yossi Klein 
Halevi. · 

Michael M. Rosen 
(michaelmrosen@yahoo.com) 
is an attorney and writer in 
San Diego .. 
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All are created in the Divine image 
Every encounter holds holy potential 

PARASHAT HAYYEI SARAH 
GENESIS 23:1-25:1 

RABBI PETER W. STEIN 

In this week's Torah portion, 
Abraham sends his slave to find 
a wife for Isaac. The dramatic 
scene unfolds as the slave finds 
Rebecca, described as tovat 
mar'eh me'od, "an exceedingly 
beautiful girl" (Genesis 24:16). 
When Rebecca returns with the 
slave and Isaac sees her, it is 
love at first sight. 

When Abraham's slave jour
neys to the city of Nahor, he ut
ters a prayer ... the first prayer 
for divine guidance in the Bible. 
He prays, "Eternal One, God 
of my master Abraham, please 
bring me luck today .. . " (Gen
esis 24:12). He is looking for a 
sign, a symbol, some tangible 
proof that he is doing the right 
thing. He is hoping for some 
physical reassurance from a 
God who does not exist in the 
same physical way as the gods 
of that ancient world. 

When, in today's world, we 
may look for manifestations of 
God's presence, it is an extraor
dinary challenge to feel close 

to God. For some, reciting the 
prayers prescribed in the sid
dur on a daily or weekly basis 
is an important part of nurtur
ing a sense of closeness to God. 
For others, meditation or yoga 
or other spiritual practices not 
found in the prayer book are 
important in their spiritual 
lives. For others, ritual practice 
is not important, but they feel 
close to God through human 
interaction, through the holi
ness they see in other people 
and grow through the relation
ships they build. I will always 
be grateful to one of my teach
ers, Dr. Eugene Borowitz. Rabbi 
Borowitz is a brilliant scholar 
with a beautiful soul. He is a 
renowned theologian and gifted 
author and teacher. He is, to 
use a rabbinic expression, one 
of the gedolei ha-dor, "giants of 
our generation." 

In one of our theology classes, 
as we considered the complex 
writings of the great think
ers, Rabbi Borowitz offered us 
a simple but extraordinarily 
powerful spiritual exercise. 
He urged us, as we take in the 
many kinds of people we en-

Moses and Joshua in the Tabernacle 

counter while sitting on the 
subway or walking down city 
streets, to look at each one and 
say to ourselves, "they are cre
ated in the divine image." Every 
person, no matter his or her ap
pearance, attitude or behavior, 
is created in the divine image. 

Having carried that teach
ing with me for all these years, 
I try, in every encounter, to 
search for the spark of the di
vine in those I meet. I try to ap
proach every encounter as if it 
were filled with holy potential: 
that we will learn or grow or ac
complish something good out of 
our time together. 

Just as Abraham's servant 
called out to God, praying that 
God would watch over his mis
sion, may we all sense the Di
vine Presence as we go about 
our daily tasks. May the Holy 
One bless us in all that we seek 
to do, leading us down a path of 
good and righteous behavior. 

Rabbi Peter W. Stein is the 
rabbi of Temple Sinai in Cran
ston and the immediate past 
president of the Board of Rabbis 
of Greater Rhode Island. 

Giant Ark of the Covenant replica donated to Israel 
ISRAEL- JNS.ORG A giant rep
lica of the Ark of the Covenant 
went on display for the first 
time Tuesday on a truck oppo
site the Israeli Supreme Court 
and Foreign Ministry, Israel 
Hayom reported. The replica 
was conceived, constructed and 
donated to the state of Israel by 
Grace Gupana, a 52-year-old 

Christian businesswoman from 
the Philippines. 

The replica weighs 800 kg 
(1,760 pounds), and measures 
3 meters tall, 5 meters long, 
and 1.6 meters wide. It is made 
of special wood, with staves of 
iron as well as stone-carved 
cherubim painted gold. 

After its display in Jerusa-

!em, the ark will remain in Isra
el as a gift. The ark took 12 art
ists and artisans four montl).s 
to build. It is a replica o~ ,the 
original Ark of the Coveµant as 
described in Exodus,. Chapter 
25. Gupana hopes ,it will enter 
the Guinness Book of World Re
cords as the largest such replica 
in existence. 
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WHERETO 
FIND US: 

The Jewish Voice may be found at the following locations: 

BARRINGTON 
Barrington Books, 184 County Road 

CRANSTON 
Art & Sou~ 2007 Broad Street 

Cranston Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Road 
Galaxie Restaurant, 957 Reservoir Avenue 

Rainbow Bakery, BOO Reservoir Avenue 
Sonya's, 766 Oaklawn Avenue 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Avenue 
The Water's Edge Cafe, 2190 Broad Street 

EAST GREENWICH 
Temple Torat Visrae~ 1251 Middle Road 

EXETER 
Schartner Farm, 1 Arnold Place 

MIDDLETOWN 
Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Road 

NARRAGANSETT 
Congregation Beth David, 102 Kingstown Road 

NEWPORT 
Inn on Bellevue, 30 Bellevue Avenue 
Touro Synagogue, 85 Touro Street 

NORTH KINGSTOWN 
Oatley's Restaurant, 1717 Ten Rod Road 

PROVIDENCE 
Alayne White Spa, 149 Elmgrove Avenue 
Books on the Square, 471 Angell Street 

Brooklyn Coffee & Teahouse, 209 Douglas Avenue 
Brown RISD Hillel, BO Brown Street 

Coffee Exchange, 207 Wickenden Street 
Eastside Marketplace, 165 Pitman Street 

Epoch Senior Living, 353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Fitness Together, 145 Elmgrove Avenue 

Hope Street Pizza, 772 Hope Street 
Jewish Community Day School, 85 Taft Avenue 
Jewish Family Service, 959 North Main Street 
Jewish Seniors Agency, 100 Niantic Avenue 

LaSalle Bakery, 993 Smith Street 
Palmieri Bakery, 147 Ridge Street 
Pizza Gourmet, 357 Hope Street 

Pizzico, 762 Hope Street 
Providence Hebrew Day Schoo~ 450 Elmgrove Avenue 

Providence Rochambeau Library, 708 Hope Street 
Royal Gallery, 298 Atwells Avenue 

Temple Beth-E~ 70 Orchard Avenue 
Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Avenue 

The Butcher Shop, 157 Elmgrove Avenue 
Whole Foods, 261 Waterman Street 

WARWICK 
Coffee Grinder, 961 Namquid Drive 

~ Shalom Apartments, 1 Shalom Drive 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Drive 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner Street 

WAKEFIELD 
Belmont Market, 600 Kingstown Road 

If your business, favorite store, cafe or restaurant is not on this list, 
call now to request that The Jewish Voice be delivered to its door! 

421-4111 ext. 160. 
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Muriel (Hurwitz) "Mimi" Gordon 
Benharris, 83 

EAST PROVIDENCE - Muriel 
(Hurwitz) "Mimi" Gordon Ben
harris died Oct. 18 at Philip Hu

litar after fight
ing a courageous 
battle with can
cer. She was the 
wife of the late 
Justin Benharris 
and formerly of 
the late Norman 
Gordon. Born in 

Springfield, Mass., she was the 
daughter of the late Samuel and 
Esther (Ellins) Hurwitz. 

She was a phlebotomist for 
the Rhode Island Blood Center 
for many years before retiring 
to enjoy traveling and spend
ing time with her family and 
friends. 

She leaves her children, Ellen 
Segal and her husband, Dr. Ken
neth, Barbara Johns, Michael 
Gordon and stepdaughter Mona 
Iacovino and her husband, Wil
liam; brother, Alfred Hurwitz 
and his wife, Gloria; six gr-and· 
children, Renee, Rachel and 
her husband, Nicholas, Adam, 
Emma, Nevin and Giana; and 
great grandchild, Nolan. She 
was the sister of the late Irving 
Hurwitz. 

Contributions may be made to 
the charity of one's choice. 

Lenore Goldblatt 
PROVIDENCE - Lenore Gold

blatt, wife of Howard Goldb
latt, died Oct. 17. She was born 
in New York and lived most of 
her life in Providence. She was 
the daughter of Charles and 
Mildred (Goldstein) Kaufman. 
She was the mother of Linda 

Breslin and her husband James 
of Providence and Meryl Rose 
and her husband Robert of 
Alpharetta, Ga. She was the 
grandmother of Gary, David 
and Lisa Breslin and Sarah (Da-

OBITUARIES 

vid) Whited, Lauren (Joe) Lain, 
Sarah (Corey) Peeples and For
rest Rose. She is also survived 
by her cousin Chet Kaufman. 
The family thanks Dawn Rosa 
and her other caregivers. 
She was an Honor Roll gradu
ate of Hope High School, at
tended Roger Williams College 
and was a longtime volunteer at 
the Miriam Hospital. She was 
one of the founders of the R.I. 
Neurofibromatosis Associa
tion. She also worked for the 
Providence School Department. 

Contributions may be made to 
the charity of one's choice. 

Harvey Golden, 89 
RIVIERA BEACH, Fla. -

Harvey Golden, of Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla., died October 14. 
He was the husband of Merylee 
(Goldberg) Golden for 34 years. 
Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Martin and Ida (Dubin) 
Golden, he had lived in Florida 
for seven years, previously re
siding in Phoenix, Ariz. 

He was the owner of the for
mer Golden Metal Industries 
and founder of the former Scott 
Brass, Inc., in Cranston and In· 
diana, retiring in 2004. He was 
a 1941 graduate of Hope High 
School and attended URI until 
he entered the Army. He was a 
,_ WW II veteran, serv-
~ ing in the European 

Theater. He was a 
member of AIPAC, 

the Kivel Board in Phoenix 
and Temple Emanu-El. He was 
an avid gin player and enjoyed 
tennis and golf, as well as a 
trained vocalist, band leader 
and yachtsman. 

He was the father of Ronnie 
Golden Engle and her husband 
David of Pawtucket, Cheryl 
Golden of Scottsdale, Ariz., and 
Barry Golden and his wife El
len of East Greenwich; and step
father of Jodie Paret and her 
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The Only Local Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home in Rhode Island 

Mkhod D. Smith 
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husband Alexander of Chicago, 
Ill. and Sheryl Amster and her 
husband Tom of Los Angeles, 
Calif. He was the brother of 
Anita Lazarus and Florence 
"Babs" Golden, both of Holly
wood, Fla., and the grandfather 
of Henri-Martin Engle, Mitch
ell and Eddye Golden and Ja
kob, Alex and Chelsea Amster. 
Contributions may be made to 
Pulmonary Fibrosis Founda
tion, 230 East Ohio St., Suite 
304, Chicago, IL 60611. 

Daniel Stephen Neidorf 
EAST PROVIDENCE - Daniel 

Stephen Neidorf died October 9. 
He was th·e husband of Shirley 
(Strashnick) Neidorf. Born in 
Worcester, Mass. , the son of the 
late Murray and Retha (Cohen) 
Neidorf, he had been a resident 
of East Providence for many 
years. He was a graduate of The 
Citadel, Class of 1965. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his son Louis Neidorf 
of Cambridge, Mass., and his 
sister Sylvia Chase of West 
Warwick. He was the brother of 
the late Barbara Neidorf. 

Contributions may be made to 
the charity of one's choice. 
- Shika Rakiyer, 82 

PAWTUCKET - Shika Raki
yer died Oct. 2. Born in Mol
dova, he was the son of the late 
Matus and Molka (Flashen
boym) Rakiyer and the husband 
of the late Roza Belskaya. He is 
survived by his sons Yefim and 
Vladimir Rakij/er. 

Contributions may be made to 
the charity of one's choice. 

Dorothy M. Rosen, 89 
CRANSTON - Dorothy M. 

Rosen died Oct. 18 at Philip Hu
litar Inpatient Center, Provi
dence. She was the wife of Ju
dah Rosen for 67 years. Born in 
Manchester, England, a daugh
ter of the late Jack and Jane 
(Varley) Backner, she had lived 
in Cranston for 55 years. She 
was an artist and clothing de
signer, retiring in 1963. She was 

a -past president and s.ecretary 
of ORT, a past vice president, 
in charge of trips, of Cranston 
Senior Guild and a member of 
B'nai B'rith. 

Mother of Craig and Sha
ron (Kirker) Rosen of Assonet, 
Mass., and Reid A. Rosen of 
New Rochelle, NY.; sister of 
Howard M. Backner of Lin
coln; grandmother of Chad and 
Becky (Coutu) Rosen and Katie 
(Rosen) and Jason Glover; great 
grandmother of Samantha, Na
thaniel, Zoe and Robert. Contri
butions may be made to Home & 
Hospice Care of RI, 1085 North 
Main St., Providence, RI 02904. 

Greta (Neuron) Steiner, 100 
PROVIDENCE - Greta (Neu

ron) Steiner died October 15. 
She was the wife of the late Eric 
Steiner. Born in Vienna, Aus
tria, she was a daughter of the 
late Adolf and Emma Neuron. 

Mrs. Steiner had a great love 
for teaching young children 
how to swim at the Jewish Al
liance of Greater Rhode Island. 

She is survived by her daugh
ters Susan Steiner and Gail 
Ernst and her husband Law
rence; grandchildren Jason 
Ernst and Erica Fleischer and 
her husband Benjamin; and 
great grandchild Nava Fleisch
er. She was the sister of the late 
Gertrude Marmorek. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Jewish Alliance of 
Greater R.I. , 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906 or Temple 

The Jewish Voice 

Emanu-El Leisure Club, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Bette Ann Weinstein, 72 
PROVIDENCE - Betty Ann 

Weinstein died Oct. 12. Born 
in Fall River, Mass., she was 
the daughter of the late Charles 
and Matilda (Turcott) Shap
iro and lived in Providence for 
many years before moving to 
Bethesda, Md., in 1971 and Flor
ida in 2005. She was a graduate 
of Hope High School, Whea
ton College in Norton Mass., 
and received an MSW degree 
from Boston University and a 
Ph.D. from Catholic University. 
She is survived by her son, Jim 
Weinstein of Austin, Tex., and 
his wife, Laurie; two grand
daughters, Elena and Cara 
Weinstein; and her significant 
other, Jim Emmert. She was the 
sister of the late Steven Shapiro. 
Dr. Weinstein, who maintained 
an active psychotherapy prac
tice, was a nationally known 
clinician, trainer, teacher, con
sultant and interventionist in 
the areas of chemical depen
dency, borderline personality 
disorders and employee assis
tance programs. She taught 
at Catholic University School 
of Social Work and Rutgers 
Summer School of Alcohol & 
Drug Studies. She published 
articles on denial, ethics and 
new addiction diagnostic tools. 
Contributions may be made to 
the American Cancer Society. 

HealthSource RI releases metrics through October 19 
PROVIDENCE - Health· 
Source RI, Rhode Island's 
health insurance exchange, 
has released metrics for Oct. 
13 through Oct. 19: 

Contact Center calls: 3,056 
Contact Center walk-ins: 259 
Unique Website visits: 15,796 
Total Website visits: 18,864 
Accounts Created: 1,764 
Completed and Processed 

Applications: 951 

Since open enrollment be
gan on Oct. 1, HealthSource Rl 
has reported: 

Contact Center calls: 12,168 
Contact Center walk-ins: 803 
Unique Website visits: 69,565 
Total Website visits: 82,440 
Accounts Created: 7,481 
Completed and · Processed 

Applications: 2,652 
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Rabbi Ovadia Yosef. left, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef dies at 93 
800,000 attend funeral 

BY BEN SALES 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - ;Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, 
the Israeli sage who founded the Sep
hardic Orthodox Shas political party 
and exercised major influence on Jew
ish law, died Oct. 7. 

Ovadia Yosefwas born Abdullah Yosef 
in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sept. 23, 1920. Four 
years later his family moved to Jerusa
lem, in what was then Palestine, where 
Yosefstudied at the Porat Yosefyeshiva, 
a well-regarded Sephardic school. At 
20, he received ordination as a rabbinic 
judge and, at 24, he married Margalit 
Fattal, who died in 1994. 

He served as Israel's Sephardic chief 
rabbi from 1973 to 1983, and extended 
his influence over the ensuing decades 
as the spiritual leader of Shas, which 
politically galvanized hundreds of thou
sands of Sephardic Israelis, though Yo
sef himself never served in Knesset. In 
1999, at its height, Shas was the third
largest Knesset party, with 17 seats. 

Though he adhered to a haredi Or
thodox ideology, Yosef, a charismatic 
speaker, published relatively liberal 
Jewish legal rulings and drew support 
both from traditional and secular Sep
hardic Israelis. Known to his followers 
as Maran, "our master," in Hebrew, Yo
sefs main Jewish legal goal was to take 
diverse Jewish practices from the Mid
dle East and North Africa and mold a 
united legal system for Sephardic Jews. 

As his influence grew, Yosef presided 
over a veritable empire of Sephardi re
ligious services. Shas opened a network 
of schools that now has 40,000 students. 
Yosef managed a kosher certification 
called Beit Yosef that has become the 
standard for many religious Sephardim. 
And he was a dominant power broker 
when it came to electing Sephardic chief 
rabbis and appointing Sephardic judges 
in religious courts. This year, Yosefs 
son - and preferred candidate - won the 
Israeli Sephardic chief rabbi election. 

Through his work, Yosef hoped to 
raise the status of Israel's historically 
disadvantaged Sephardic community, 
both culturally and socioeconomically. 
He dressed in traditional Sephardic re
ligious garb, including a turban and an 
embroidered robe, even as most of his 

close followers adopted the Ashkenazi 
haredi dress of a black fedora and suit. 

As a scholar, Yosef was known for his 
ability to recite long, complex Jewish 
tracts from memory. His best-known 
works, "Yabia Omer," "Yehave Da'at" 
and "Yalkut Yosef," cover an array of 
Jewish legal topics. 

Yosef began serving as -a rabbinic 
judge in 1944, and in 1947 moved to 
Cairo to head the rabbinic court in the 
Egyptian capital, returning in 1950. He 
continued serving as a religious judge 
until becoming Sephardic chief rabbi of 
Tel Aviv in 1968, a position he held until 
he 'was elected Sephardic chief rabbi of 
Israel in 1973. During that period, he be
gan publishing his well-known works, 
beginning with his Passover Haggadah, 
"Hazon Ovadia," in 1952. In 1970, the 
governll).ent awarded him the presti
gious Israel Prize in recognition of his 
books. 

"He was a character that people ca
pitulated in front of, a man of Jewish 
law that created a political entity with 
strong influence on Israeli politics and 
culture," said Menachem Friedman an 
expert on the haredi community at Bar
Ilan University. "It raised up Middle 
Eastern Jewish culture, gave legitimacy· 
to Middle Eastern Jewish traditions." 

Outside the religious community, Yo
sef was best known for his controversial 
political stances. His authority within 
Shas was virtually absolute, and even 
in his ninth decade he remained closely 
involved in the party's decisions. 

"Rabbi Ovadia was a giant in Torah 
and Jewish law and a teacher for tens of 
thousands," Israeli Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu said in a statement 
Monday. "He worked greatly to enhance 
Jewish heritage and at the same time 
his rulings took into consideration th~ 
times and the realities of renewed life in 
the State of Israel. He was imbued with 
love of the Torah and the people." 

"He'll create an empty space politi
cally and an empty space religiously," 
Friedman said. "He was a source of 
strength and great control in Middle 
Eastern Jewish religious society. I don't 
know what will happen." 
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We're a pl,ace to socialize 
And a place for social justice 
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We're a place to celebrate the good times 
And a place to seek help in uncertain times 

We're a place with a supportive early childhood center 
And a place that supports Jewish children worldwide 

We're a place to lift weights 
And a place to Ii~ your spirits 

We're a place to strengthen literacy 
And a place to share your story 

We're a place to learn to swim 
And a place to immerse yourself in arts & culture 

We're a place for seniors to gather for a meal 
And a place that caters to their dignity 

We're a place that raises funds 
And a place that invests in Jewish peoplehood 

We're a place to explore and celebrate your 
Jewish identity 
And a place that welcome all ages, faiths and 
backgrounds 

For nearly 70 years, the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island has been making our community 
stronger, more engaging, and more vibrant. Only 
the Jewish Alliance is able to look across the enti,-e 
community to see where the needs and opportunities 
are greatest and then bring the people and resources 
together to address these priorities. 

The Alliance works with community partners to 
deliver more than 300 programs and services 
worldwide that build a healthy, strong Jewish 
community that is committed to social justice and 
experiencing Jewish life together. 
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TEL AVIV - Fania and Alex Tabenkin with their grandsons Nathan, left, and Adam on Tabenkin St., 
one of eight streets in Israeli towns named after Itzhak Tabenkin. 

ITALY - From left: Anne and Charlie German, Karen Borger and 
Mark Williams brought The Jewish Voice to the Jewish Ghetto in 
Venice, Italy. DO YOU HAVE TRAVEL PLANS? 

I Why not take the Jewish Voice along and send us a photo to•publlsh In our 
- 'We Are Read' section of The Jewish Voice, your community newspaper? 
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BIRTH - ATTLEBORO, Mass. - Rochelle and Randy Rosenthal an
nounce the birth of their daughter Sadie Mia on Sept. 30. Sadie is 
the granddaughter of Peter and Leslie Cotton of East Greenwich 
and Norman and Carol Rosenthal of Albany, N.Y. 

I 

I 
WARWICK - Alexander Paul Bowden, of Temple Am David in 
Warwick, became a bar mitzvah on Oct. 12. Alex is the son of 
Michael and Anna (Pavlotsky) Bowden. Guests attended from 
Boston and New York City, as well as Rhode Island, New Hampshire 
and Maine. 
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BAR MITZVAH - WAYLAND, Mass . - Jacob Gordon Foster celebrated his bar mitzvah on Oct. 5 at Con
gregation Or Atid in Wayland. He is the great-grandson of the late Leo and Gertrude (Ketover) Gle
klen of Providence. 

Send us your simchas 
Share your joyful events and happenings by submitting them 

for publication in The Jewish Voice. 
Email to: anorman@jewishallianceri.org or mail to: 

The Jewish Voice, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, R.I. 02906 

--
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. Jewish Life & Learning: Experiencing Judaism for Life 

Our children are growing up in a world in which Jewish 
values compete with millions of other influences. 

Our Jewish Life & Learning initiative offers scores of 
programs that help people of all ages to explore and 
celebrate their Jewish identity and find their place in 
our community. 

Through the Annual Campaign, the Jewish Alliance 
supports early childhood education, summer camp, 
teen engagement, adult programming and more. 
These are just some of the many ways in which the Alliance 
fosters community and Jewish continuity within the next 
generation. 

Please support our 2014 Annual Campaign. 
- ~ - . 
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• · · • Capacity-building 
programs for 200 
educators in f b schools 

• 25 Incentive grants for 
first-time campers 
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......... more than f,500 
~ Brown RISO Hillel 

~ & URI Hillel students 
experienced Shabbat 
programs, arts & culture, 
and community 
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