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Israeli singer Noa entertained an audience of some 600 people on the 
evening of April 18. See 40 - 43 for more photos from some of the IS 
RAEL@SIXTY-FIVE celebrations, which were sponsored by the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island and held at venues across the state. 

What Boston hospitals 
learned from Israel 

BY BEN SALES . 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - Minutes 
after a terrorist attack killed 
three at the finish line of the 
Boston Marathon, doctors and 
nurses at the city's hospitals 
faced a harrowing scene - sev
ered limbs, burned bodies, 
shrapnel buried in skin. 

For Boston doctors, the chal
lenge presented by last week's 

bombing was unprecedented -
but they were prepared. 

Many of the city's hospi
tals have doctors with actual 
battlefield experience. Others 
have trauma experience from 
deployments on humanitarian 
missions, like the one that fol
lowed the Haitian earthquake; 
they have learned from pre-
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Stacy Emanuel, Dov Ben-Shimon (JDC representative), Jill Goldstein and Susan Leach DeBlasio 
are at the home of famous Cuban artist Jose Fuster. 

On a mission to Cuba, with the JDC 
Our community's women discover Cuba's vibrant Jewish life 

BY SUSAN LEACH 
DEBLASIO 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Amid Che 
Guevera posters, 1950s-era 
Chevrolets and crumbling fa
cades of architecturally mag
nificent buildings, hope, ener
gy, vibrancy and synagogue life 
permeate Cuba's Jewish com
munity. 

Last week, 20 women from 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island and Alliance staff 
member Trine Lustig returned 

from a provocative, inspiring 
and exhausting 5-day mission 
to Cuba organized through the 
Joint Distribution Commit
tee. We explored the programs 
funded and services provided 
by the JDC and met the mem
bers of the Jewish community 
that we impact directly with 
the dollars we raise and funnel 
through the JDC. We celebrated 
the Cuban Jews' successes and 
also bore witness to their criti
cal needs. 

An island of 270 square miles, 
Cuba achieved independence 

from Spain in 1898 and became 
an independent government in 
1902. Good relations with the 
United States steadily deterio
rated following the 1959 Revolu
tion and Fidel Castro's rise to 
power, until the U.S . imposed 
an embargo and severed dip
lomatic ties in the early 1960s. 
The U.S. officially views the 
government as an authoritar
ian regime that has severely re
stricted fundamental freedoms; 
U.S. regulations restrict travel 
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Circus worl< is serious business 
Eltiana Grace, a circus performer, shares her Jewish experiences 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Two years 
ago, Elliana Grace - the "hu
man cannonball" in the 143rd 
edition of the Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
"Built to Amaze!" thought she'd 
be studying American Sign 
Language at Columbia College 
in Chicago, Ill. 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

However, perhaps she was 
destined for circus life. After 
all, she had made her debut at 
2-weeks-old, playing the baby 
in Circus Flora's theatrical one
ring production in 2002. 

the world just a little bit better." 
Given that her work takes 

her from city to city and from 
country to country, she said 
it's difficult to find time to visit 
a synagogue or participate in 
communal Jewish life. Never
theless, she said she tries to do 
little things to remind herself of 
her faith , such as baking chal
lah or lighting Shabbat candles. 

While at Circus Harmony, 
Grace coached and taught 
classes with students aged 5 to 
83. 

Now, as the youngest female 
cannonball in the world, ac
cording to Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey, she will per
form when the circus comes to 
Providence. 

After her mother founded Cir
cus Harmony, a social circus 
school that uses circus arts to 
motivate social change, she be
gan making guest appearances 
at the age of 2; at 5, she became 
a regular member of the famed 
youth circus troupe. 

FELD ENTERTAINMENT 

Elliana Grace, a "human cannonball" with the circus, lands in Providence. 

She eventually hopes to teach 
circus skills to those with spe
cial physical and social needs. 

Grace's parents raised the 
family offive children with four 
dogs, three parrots and a mon
key. She and her siblings were 
homeschooled; two siblings -
Keaton and Kellin - performed 
with her as The Circus Siblings. 
Raised'in St. Louis, Mo., she at
tended Central Reform Congre-

gation, where she became a bat 
mitzvah. 

After being accepted into 
Ecole de Circe de Quebec in 
Quebec City, she deferred her 
studies at Columbia College. 
With a semester of circus school 
under her belt, she returned to 
the United States to serve as a 
Circus Harmony coach. 

Grace, now 20, has traveled to 
Israel twice - in 2007 and 2010 
- as a young performer for Cir-

cus Harmony's "Peace Through 
Pyramids" collaboration, an ex
change program with the Jew
ish/ Arab Galilee Circus. Call
ing her time in Israel "one of 
the most amazing experiences 
of her life," she hopes to some
day return to Israel. 

And Israel isn't her only con
nection to her Jewish roots; in 
an email exchange, Grace cred
ited her mother, Jessica Hent
off, and one of her rabbis, Rabbi 
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Susan Talvi, as significant role 
models. She tries, she wrote, to 
emulate "their effort to ... make 
the world a better place." While 
some people perform mitzvot 
of delivering food or visiting 
the ill, Grace said, "I'm given 
the opportunity to perform for 
thousands of people each week 
and I try to bring a smile to each 
of their faces. Sharing my joy of 
performing with the audience 
is a small way I can help make 

THIS IS ONE of a series of 
business profiles that The Jew
ish Voice & Herald runs from 
time to time. 

"BUILT TO AMAZE!": 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey presents "Built To 
Amaze!" from May 3 - 6 at 
the Dunkjn Donuts Center: 
680-4733 or Ringling.com. 

Taunton • North Dighton • Bridgewater 
Fall River • Westport • Swansea • Somerset 

1-888-MECHANICS (632-4264) 
www.Mechanics-Coop.com 

@ l',l l' m bl' r !',l.,mb,·t 

:: FDIC SIF 



-

THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD COMMUNITY APRIL 26, 2013 3 
www.jvhri.org 

The struggle for civil rights, fair housing continues 
Keynote speaker Jonathan Sarna puts Washington's Letter in current context 

BY SAM SHAMOON 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

NEWPORT - Quoting George 
Washington's famous Letter 
to the Hebrew Congregation 
of Newport, which he sent on 
August 21, 1790, Dr. Jonathan 
Sarna said, "To bigotry no 
sanction, to persecution no as
sistance ... " 

These stirring words rang out 
again and again at Toure Syna
gogue. In his letter, Washing
ton himself was quoting Moses 
Mendes Seixas, then president 
of Congregation Jeshuat Is
rael, who wrote to Washing
ton, "[B]ehold a Government, 
erected by the Majesty of the 
People - a Government, which 
to bigotry gives no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance." 

Sarna, Braun Professor of 
American Jewish History 
and Chair, Hornstein Jewish 
Professional Leadership Pro
gram at Brandeis University 
in Waltham, Mass., spoke to 
an assembled crowd at Toure 
Synagogue on April 10 who had 
gathered to celebrate the 45th 
anniversary of the passage of 
the 1968 Fair Housing Act. 

torian of the National Museum 
of American Jewish History 
in Philadelphia, Pa., forcefully 
emphasized that just as impor
tant as the famous words "to 
bigotry no sanction, to persecu
tion no assistance ... " are the 
words that immediately preced
ed them: "It is now no more that 
toleration is spoken of as if it 
were the indulgence of one class 
of people that another enjoyed 
the exercise of their inherent 
natural rights .. . " In these few 
words, Washington took it upon 
himself to declare that religious 
freedom is a natural right, not 
that a majority merely tolerates 
a minority group in its midst. 
Sarna declared that a natural 
right is unalienable 
and cannot be taken 
away by anyone. 

Co-sponsors of 
the event, one of 
many that Toure 

Sarna gave a dynamic ad
dress that tied the history of the 
Jews of Newport, Toure Syna
gogue and George Washing
ton's Letter to the 20th century 
struggle for civil rights and 
fair housing. He asserted that 
the famous Letter was the first 
declaration of U.S. government 
policy towards advancing the 
cause of freedom of-religion and 
civil rights. 

Synagogue is host
ing to commemo
rate its 250th anni
versary, were the 
U.S. Office of Fair 
Housing and Equal 
Opportunity, the 
U.S. Department 
of Housing and Ur
ban Development 
Region I, the New 
England office of 
the Anti- Defama
tion League and the 
Rhode Island Com
mission for Human 
Rights. 

Even after Wash
ington Letter's and 
passage of the Bill 
of Rights, basic civil 
rights were still de
nied to many peo-

PHOTOS I HUD 

Brandeis University Professor Jonathan D. 

The Letter preceded the Bill 
of Rights by more than one 
year, as the latter was ratified 
on Dec. 15, 1791. 

Sarna delivers the keynote speech during the 
opening ceremony of a U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development Fair Housing 
Symposium at Touro Synagogue 

Sarna, who is also chief his- ple, especially African-Amer
icans who had to struggle for 
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more than two centuries to as
sert their civil rights, he noted. 

• 

u:s. Department of Housing and Urban Development New England 
Regional Administrator Barbara Fields opens a Fair Housing Month 

Symposium at Touro Synagogue. 

In an illustrative anecdote, 
SanJa recounted a story about 
how he and his wife purchased 
a house in 1980. The house came 
with a deed that had a clause 

"RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM IS a 
natural right ... " 

prohibiting them from selling 
the house to Americans of Afri
can descent. Although he want
ed that clause stricken before 
he signed the deed, he was per
suaded that the Fair Housing 

Act of 1968 made such clauses 
null and void. He realized that 
maintaining a record of what 
transpired before, no matter 
how despicable, was an impor
tant reminder that a world that · 
knows its truthful past can in
sure a more decent future. 

As Sarna ended his address 
as he began it, with Washing
ton's memorable phrase, "to 
bigotry no sanction, to persecu
tion no assistance ... " the audi
ence rose as one with thunder
ous applause. 

SAM SHAMOON (sam.sham
oon@gmail.com), a community 
planning consultant, is a mem
ber of the board of directors of 
the Toure Synagogue Founda
tion. 

At The High/ands, 
we laugh and live life. 
Good friends and good 
cheer set us apart. 
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Anti-Semitic acts in Budapest stun Habonim congregants 
Steve Jacobson, who visits Budapest often, deconstructs Hungarian Jewish life 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Shouts of 
"Heil Hitler" and "You [exple
tive] Jews, go back to the camps" 
shocked a group of Temple Ha
bonim congregants who visited 
Budapest in March. The group 
visited five cities - Warsaw, . 
Krakow, Budapest, Vienna and 
Prague - during a 12-day trip. 

"HUNGARIAN 
JEWS 
DIFFERENTIATE 
kinds of anti
Semitism the 
way Eskimos 
differentiate kinds of 
snowfalls." 

As one of the young men gave 
a "Heil Hitler" salute, several 
Hungarian passersby didn't 
respond or react to the harass
ment, he said. "It seemed to be 
the normal course . . . no big 
deal." 

They also heard about anti
Semitism from a cantor in Bu
dapest whose children faced 
anti-Semitic atrocities each 
day, said Rabbi Klein, refer
encing the cantor's comments. 
The cantor wondered, said the 
rabbi, how much longer he and 
his family would remain in Bu
dapest. 

Anti-Semitism has become a 
huge problem in Hungary, since 
the Communists left power 
about 10 years ago, Rabbi Klein 
learned from the tour guide. 

Steve Jacobson of the Prov
idence-based Dorot Founda
tion knows Budapest well. Vice 
president strategy and director 
of the Dorot Fellowship in Is-

PERSPECTIVES I 17 

Some Temple Habonim congregants visi t a Jewish cemetery in Warsaw, Poland in March 2013. Time ma,azlne's April 1 issue 
features a slory by Lisa Abend 
aboul anti-Semitism in Hungary, 
"Ancient fear rises anew·: http}/ 
www.time.com/time/magazine/ 
article/0,9171,2139164,00.htmt 

In an interview with The . 
Jewish Voice & Herald, Rabbi 
Andrew Klein of Temple Ha
bonim, a Reform synagogue in 
Barrington, recounted the dis
turbing anti-Semitic encounter, 

one that left several individuals 
understandably feeling shaken 
and disturbed. 

After visiting the Dohany 
Street Synagogue and a Holo-
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caust memorial, the group was 
waiting for their tour bus on a 
frigid, snowy day. 

"Behind us was a group of 
three young men - probably 

drunk - scaring and intimidat
ing and harassing us in Hun
garian," Rabbi Klein said'. "Our 
Jewish guide translated [their 
words] for us.:• 

What is it about a child lighting 

the Hanukkah candles? 

It's such a simple act, yet such 

a powerful example of Jewish 

tradition passing from one 

generation to the next. 

A bequest to the Jewish 

Alliance is one of the most 

important charitable gifts 

you will ever make, because it 

will ensure that our traditions 

endure forever. A gift that 

shines for generations. 

For more information about 

legacy giving, please contact 

Edward Bruckner at the Jewish 

Federation Foundation at 

401.421.4111 ext.174or 

ebruckner@shalomri.org 
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A celebration of the 
life and legacy of the 
late RWU professor 

BY DAVID LONDON 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

BRISTOL - "Josh has not 
died," said Dr. Donald Farish, 
president of Roger Williams 
University. Farish was speak
ing, of course, of the late Joshua 
Stein, professor ofhistory'for 43 
years, at an RWU memorial and 
celebration service. 

"He was a great teacher," said 
Farish, "and the best teachers 
live on in the lives of their stu
dents." 

The . Rhode Island Jewish 
community may remember 
Josh best for his popular col
umn, "From the Old Olivetti," 
in this newspaper, and his in
volvement in many local Jewish 
organizations. 

His Sept. 8, 2012 death, after 
an 18-year battle with cancer, 
was also a great loss to his uni
versity colleagues, students and 
friends who turned out in force 
to honor him and share their 
remembrances. The April 14 
event was hosted by the Office 
of Advancement and moderat
ed by Reverend Nancy Hamlin 
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Remembering Josh Stein 
Soukup, the university multi
faith chaplain. 

"Josh was so ingrained in 
the life of the [history] depart
ment and the university, that 
it doesn't seem like he's gone -
just out of the office at the mo
ment," said Jeffrey Meriwether, 
associate professor of history. 

Paul Perry, '01, a former stu
dent of Stein's, added, "We are 
all better and wiser for having 
known him." 

Calling Stein "my mentor," 
Assistant Professor of History 
Sargon Donabed marveled at 
Stein's strength, even during 
his last days. The history de
partment was organizing a big 
conference; although Donabed 
visited Stein just two weeks 
before his death , he recounted 
what Stein said: "We really 
need to discuss it - there's a lot 
of work to be done." 

"Professor Stein was a gifted 
and inspiring teacher, always 
prepared, always challenging 
students with the hard ques
tions," said James Tackach, an 
English professor. 

Describing a course he team
taught with Stein on Elie Wie
sel's Holocaust narratives, "The 
Night Trilogy: Night, Dawn, 
Day," Tackach said, "Josh was 
a fountain of information and 
knowledge about the Holocaust 
and the Jewish rites '.and ritu-

with Alzheimer's. 
We emphasize the first word, 
not the last. 
Despite the nature of this devastating 
illness. our·specially trained staff 
provide sensitive, comprehensive 
care to Alzheimer's and dementia 
patients in the comfort. familiarity 
and safety of their own home. 

Call 401.751.9660 or visit us at 
CathleenNaughtonAssoc.com 

Colhleen 
Naughton 

Associates 
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EDITORIAL BOARD 

als that are so 
important a part 
of Wiesel's texts. 
[We] learned 
much from the 
experience." 

Tackach also 
shared some 
humorous ex-
periences he 
and Stein had 
in co-authoring 
"Fields of Sum
mer: America's 
Great Ballparks 
and the Players 
Who Triumphed 
in Them" (Cres
cent Books, 1992). 
Audience reac
tion made it clear 
that Josh's sense 
of humor was no 
secret to them! 

In a more sol
emn moment, 
Tackach quot-
ed from Plato's "Apology": 
"Socrates is standing trial for 
his life .. . likely [to] be con
victed and sentenced to ctvlh
But that grim prospect hardly 

DAVID LONDON 
Penney Stein and Dr. Donald Farish, Roger Williams 

University president, at the memorial service for Josh Stein. 

phases him, because .. . '[N]o 
evil can happen to a good man , 
either in life or after death."' 

Tackal!h continued, "For 
many years, Josh suffered from 
a disease that ravaged his body 

and would eventually take his 
life, but that disease did not 
harm him or do him evil. Did 
it sap him of his humanity? No! 
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Holocaust Center celebrates 25th anniversary in upcoming gala 
Stanzler and Rakitt 

to be honored 

8 Y N A NCY K IR S CH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The late Ray 
Eichenbaum dreamt of yellow 
school buses lining up at the 
Holocaust Education and Re
source Center where students 
could learn and never forget the 
lessons of the Holocaust. 

So said Alice Eichenbaum, 
Ray's widow, in an interview 
about HERC's upcoming 25th 
anniversary celebration, "A 
Sterling Celebration: 25 Years 
of Remembering, Educating 
and Enlightening," on May 19 
-at Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet in 
Cranston. 

"Ray felt so strongly as a sur
vivor [of Auschwitz] about the 
need to talk ~o children," said 
Eichenbaum, of Providence. An 
active partner in getting the 
Center established, Ray found 
value in a place for survivors to 
congregate and talk, and chil
dren to learn the lessons of the 
Holocaust, Eichenbaum said. 

The Center began as a Jewish 
Community Center committee 
more than 25 years ago. Since 
its establishment as a nonprofit 
organization, .. ,the, Genter has 
touched the lives of thousands 
of greater Rhode Island stu
dents through its annual Art & 
Writing Contest, survivors' and 
volunteers' talks and Holocaust 

Selma Stanzler 

studies workshops for teachers. 
While Ray's big yellow bus

ses don't pull up to the Center, 

"JEWISH KIDS 
DON'T pay 
attention." 

located in the lower level of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island building, they do 
p1,1ll up to movie theater park
ing lots to bring hundreds of 
students to watch and discuss 
Holocaust-themed films. 

This reporter has observed 
those students as they enter 

OFFICE OF STEVE RAKITT 

Steve Rakitt 

the theaters - laughing, teas
ing, gossiping and flirting with 
one another; as they watch the 
film - sitting in rapt silence and 
sometimes weeping. When the 
y leave the theaters, they are , 
more often than not, markedly 
subdued and circumspect. 

Asked to identify the Center's 
mqs~ important contribution, 
Elly Frank, whose involvement 
in the organization began more 
than 25 years ago, was firm in 
her conviction. "Setting a cur
riculum for the schools and 
having teacher workshops," she 
said. "When a teacher teaches 
the Holocaust, he or she should 
teach what really happened, 
not what he or she thinks hap
pened. We also don't want to 
scare kids; [our materials are] 
age-appropriate." 

Please join us in celebration as our community's teens 
are honored for their accomplishments. 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 I 25 lyar 5773 
Temple Emanu-EI · I 99 Taft Avenue, Providence 

7pm 
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Remembering the early years 
Selma Stanzler and Frank, 

former co-presidents and cham
pions behind the Center's birth, 
growth and development from a 
committee to an organization, 
have been involved in nearly 
every aspect of this initiative. 

Remembering their early ef
forts , Stanzler described Frank 
and herself as "two grandmas 
with pieces of paper in our 
pocketbooks." She credited Ar
thur Robbins for his support in 
many areas and Steve Rakitt, 
then the executive director of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island (the Alliace's predeces
sor) , for "pushing me into devel
oping skills I didn't know I had. 

NANCY KI RSCH 

Elly Frank 

Whenever we had a problem 
with long-range planning, job 
descriptions . . . things I didn't 
know how to do, he helped us." 

In those early years, the Cen
ter - originally called the Holo
caust Museum - Stanzler and 
Frank (the anniversary event's 
co-chairs) did whatever it took; 
both believe brainstor ming and 

collaboration helped them de
velop and execute ideas. Laud
ing Alan Hassenfeld and Rob
bins for their assistance, Frank 
also recognized Myrna Rosen 
and Gloria Feibish as early vol
unteers. 

It's not just a Jewish issue 
Although many consider the 

Holocaust a Jewish issue, the 
Center reaches - and teaches 
- Jewish and non-Jewish audi
ences about the Holocaust and 
other genocides. 

We must teach everybody, 
said Frank. Noting that survi
vors often wouldn't talk about 
their experiences until people 
claimed the Holocaust never 
happened, she added, "We nev
er know what [Jewish] parents 
are comfortable talking about. 
Survivors didn't talk about it 
to their kids .. . the second gen
eration didn't know why they 
didn't have relatives and why 
their parents were nervous 
when there was a knock on the 
door." 

After the Armenian Geno
cide, Hitler realized he could 
get away with inflicting atroci
ties on people, said Stanzler. 

Alice Goldstein, of Warwick, 
volunteers frequently to speak 

_ to groups in Rhode Island about 
her experiences. Her book, 
"Ordinary People, Turbulent 
Times," is aptly named. 

Goldstein is pleased that the 
organization has grown from 
a fairly small and somewhat 
inwardly-focused entity to 
one with a more expansive ap
proach. It's not just telling the 
story of the Holocaust, Gold
stein said. 

"There are many situations 
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Hillel 
Brown RISO Hillel 

Winnick Chapel 

Tuesday, April 30 

6:30 pm Annual Meeting 
Please join us for our annual meeting 
featuring: 

• student awards 

• A tribute to Rabbi Mordechai Rackover's 
service to the Brown RISO Hillel community 

• Special performance by the Alef Beats, 
Brown RI SO Hillel's Jewish a capella group 

• Dessert reception to follow 

BROWN~RISD 
HILLEL 

The Glenn and D.n.1' Weiner U ntfl 
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OFFICE OF SPEAKER GORDON FOX 

RI. House Speaker Gordon Fox presents legislative grant of 
$25,000 to Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island "'" 

State Speaker Gordon Fox, far right, presents a check for $25,000 to Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
staff members Marty Cooper, far left, Jeffrey Savi! and Jennifer Zwirn-Yolles at the Statehouse on April 
10. Fox presented the legislative grant to the Alliance to underwrite the costs of the Alliance's ISRAEL@ 
SIXTY-FIVE celebration and a parent resource center. The parent resource center will provide family-related 
resources and a physical space at the Alliance. It will offer educational workshops, mentoring and family 
services as well as a place for children to play and learn. q 

FRAGILE: 
HANDLE 
WITH CARE 

Every day, thousands of elderly Jews here at 
home, in Israel and around the world are fed , 
sheltered and given the care and love they 
deserve. From emergency financial assistance to 
medical care to transportation, with your help 
we can provide every Jewish senior with the help 
they need to live with dignity. 

Support the 2013 Alliance Annual Campaign. 
Visit www.shalomri.org today. 

-- ----- ,"---.--,-= = cc-- c.,..c,c 
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Joanne Summer to be honored 
Miriam's Women Association to meet 

BY TERRY LIEBERMAN 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE Joanne 
Summer will receive The 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
sociation's 29th Recognition 
Award at the organization's 
annual meeting and luncheon 
on May 29 at Ledgemont Coun
try Club in Seekonk, Mass. 

Respected throughout the 
community for her leader
ship and ability to meet chal
lenges, Joanne is a vital part 
of many organizations, in
cluding the National Council 
of Jewish Women, the Jewish 
Community Center (where she · 
was a preschool volunteer for 
many years), Hadassah, Mo
ses Brown School and Looking 
Glass Theater. 

Joanne and her husband 
Shelly have four children, 10 
grandchildren and a great
granddaughter. They are 
lifelong members of Temple 
Beth-El, where Joanne served 
on the board and taught pre
school. 

Ever since she was a 14-year
old "candy-striper" volunteer, 
Joanne's warm personality 
has been a part of The Miri
am Hospital. She has been a 
trustee of The Miriam, and is 
a life member of its Womeh's 
Association, serving as co
president from 1993-1996. She 
introduced many outstanding 

SCOTT J. SUMMER 
Joanne Summer 

younger women to the organi
zation. 

Joanne has contributed 
many hours to The Miriam, 
volunteering at the gift shop, 
raising funds for hospital 
equipment and volunteering 
each summer in the oncology 
unit. 

She is most often associated 
with the "Bricks at The Miri
am - Walkway to Health" pro
gram that she suggested to the 
late Steve Baron, a past presi
dent of The Miriam. 

SEATING IS LIMITED: 
RSVP or for more information, 
Mary Ferreira at 793-2520. 

TERRY LIEBERMAN (ter
ry nge l@fu llchannel. net),a 
forme11, ~Fustee ,of TJie Mwi.am 
Hospital, is a former co-pres
ident of The Miriam Hospital 
Women's Association. 
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JORI: It's more than 
an overnight camp 
Day camp experience for the younger set 

BY RACHEL MERSKY WODA 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Camp JORI 
is more than just an overnight 
camp - it also provides a fun
filled Jewish day camp expe
rience for children entering 
grades K-3 (5-8-year-olds). 

The day begins on the van 
ride to camp where trained staff 
members sing songs and tell sto
ries on the ride to JORI. At camp, 
campers participate in the same 
activities that overnight camp
ers do - arts and crafts, water
front activities, swimming les
sons, athletics, a ropes course 
and the camaraderie of the com
munal dining room at lunch
time. 

As personal electronics are 
not allowed, campers can really 
get into "the camp bubble" in a 
technology-free zone. 

Based on feedback from par
ents, campers can now choose 
their own interest periods and 
customize their JORI experi
ence. Each area of camp offers 
specialized activities; for ex
ample, the new theater program 
allows campers to explore the 
performing arts through dance, 
drama and music. 

Erin Berry, JORI's day camp 
director, has been with JORI for 
the past eight years; other staff 
members include Israeli coun-

selors who will offer cultural ac
tivities that will build campers' 

"CAMPERS CAN 
GET into 'the camp 
bubble."' 

connection to Israel. 
Every Friday afternoon, day 

campers welcome Shabbat be
fore the end of the day. An op
tional overnight for day camp
ers, every Wednesday night 
and at no additional cost, offers 
JORJ's youngest campers a great 
opportunity to have a taste of the 
overnight experience. 

Two-week sessions are $720 
(which includes lunch and 
snacks) and a $25 transportation 
fee (for camp van service from 
Providence and Warwick loca
tions). Camp hours are Monday 
- Friday, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Ses
sions run from June 25 - July 5, 
July 8 - July 19, July 22 - Aug. 2 
and Aug. 5 - Aug. 13. 

MORE INFO: campjori.com. 

RACHEL MERSKY WODA 
(rachel@campjori.com) is assis
tant JORI director. 

COMMUNITY 
www.jvhri.org 

NEAT 
girls bring 
sunshine 
to elderly 
residents 

BY RABBI PERETZ 
SCHEINERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Students 
from the New England Acad
emy of Torah (the girls' high 
school at Providence Hebrew 
Day School) are sharing their 
youthful exuberance with a 
number of seniors, including 
Esther Mudrick, 95. 

The students regularly vis
it senior citizens as part of a 
school-wide hesed (acts of lov
ingkindness) initiative; they 
visited Mudrick first at her 
home on Fifth Street for the 
past four years, stayed with her 
overnight for a few nights while 
she !'%as hospitalized and then 
at 'tpcich Senior Living, where 
she went recently after break
ing her hip. 

Mudrick's daughter, Chaya 
Bouganim, wrote in an email 
about her mother's relation
ship with the girls. "She lights 
up when she sees them. It's not 
easy to make my mother happy, 
but when they come, she forgets 
all her pain. They are the best 
antibiotics my mother could 
possibly get." 

Bouganim, who lives in Isra-

Putting Life 
Into Living 

Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode Island 

Annual Meeting 
JSA puts lift int.o livingfor hundreds ef Jewi.sh seniors eve,y day. 

Come see how we do it! · 

Wednesday, May~~? ~o 1 s at 7:00 PM 

at The Phyllis Siperstein 

Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence 
5 Shalom Drive, Warwick, Rhode Island 

Installation ef Officers 
Presenta_tion of Maurice Glicksman_ Leadership Award 

Reception RSVP by May 8 to JSA at 40H!5 l- 4750 or jsa@jsari.org 

V_i,sit our \.Veb site: www.jsari .org lffi!#\1 

APRIL 26, 2013 

Elisheva Maldonado, who has visited senior citizens for 
four years as a NEAT student, visits Esther Mudrick. ,.. 

Maldonado plans to attend nursing school. 

el, called the girls "super-intel
ligent, very mature for their age 
... and are very worldly, within 
the confines of halakhah [Jew
ish law], of course." 

Bouganim, who was among 
the first group of students at 
PHDS, reported that she at
tended PHDS from about 1955 to 
1963 - which then had no high 
school component - and com
pleted her education at Classi
cal High School and Stern Col
lege in New York. 

"When I was growing up, no 
one would dare walk around 
with a kippah on [his] head ... 
It's amazing to me to see how 
things have changed," wrote 
Bouganim, who made aliyah in 
_1971. 

RABBI PERET~ SCHEINER
MAN (pscheinerman@phd
school.org) is dean of Provi
dence Hebrew Day School, on 
Providence's East Side (phd
school.org). 

~ 1,~,3:~i-?t~ti~r 
Visit www.shalomri.org for more information! 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.421.4111 
www.sha.lomri.org 

*Alliance 

JCC 
The Alliance JCC is" division of the Jewish Allianct' ,-if Gre;it<'r Rhode lsl;md 



THE JEW)SH VOICE & HERALD - COMMUNITY APRIL 26, 2013 9 
www.jvhri.org 

URI Hillel holds unforgettable memorial service Victor & Gussie 
BaxtFund 
supports 

respite care 

Holocaust survivors share their stories with UIU community 

BY GINA SLOMAN 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

KINGSTON - There was a full 
house at Hillel at the University 
of Rhode Island for a recent din
ner and Shabbat service, and for 
good reason. The crowd included 
three survivors of the Holocaust. 
Nearly 100 students, faculty and 
community members from vari
ous backgrounds gathered on 
April 12, not only to mourn those 
who were lost, but also to honor 
those who survived. 

Throughout the traditional 
Friday night service, prayers 
and readings appropriate for 
the occasion were added. Six 
yellow memorial candles were 
lit next to the Shabbat candles 
to commemorate the 6 million . 
Jews who perished during the 
unthinkable acts committed by 
the Nazis nearly 70 years ago. 

As each survivor told his or 
her story, the room fell silent. It 
was nearly impossible not to 
get chills while listening to the 
heartfelt words of the survi-

vors. We heard firsthand testi
monies from Alice Goldstein, 
born in Germany; Alice Eichen
baum, born in Vienna and liv
ing in Bulgaria during the Nazi 
invasion ·and Peter Wegner, of 
Vienna, who was sent to Eng
land on the Kindertransport as 
a young boy. Their words were 
heartbreaking as well as inspir
ing. 

In the Hillel lounge, a Holo
caust memorial exhibit was set 
up. Poster boards of various 
victims, rescuers and libera
tors were displayed; their sto
ries written beside their faces. 
Each story was so different, yet 
similar in the sense of sadness 
evoked. Artwork, poetry and 
books, many supplied by the 
Holocaust Education and Re
source Center of Rhode Island, 
were also displayed - adding 
some tangibility to the unfath
omable reality that once was. 

During dinner, we were en
couraged to engage with the 
survivors on a more personal 
level. Many students asked 

questions and thanked the 
survivors for their braveness, 
courage and willingness to par
ticipate that night. Some stu
dents had stories of their own 
and were comforted by know
ing that they could share their 
family history with someone 
who could truly understand. 

"EACH STORY 
WAS so different, 
yet similar in the 
sense of sadness 
evoked." 

Sabrina Brotons, a URI ju
nior and co-president-elect of 
the Hillel Student Board, or
ganized the event. In addition 
to this Shabbat event, Sabrina 
helped coordinate severi\1,.\>ther 

CHALLENGES ahead for HERC 
from Page 6 

still where there's a great deal 
of violence against minorities; 
it begins in schools with bully
ing, which is a very dangerous 
. .. and dreadful path. I urge 
them to speak out and not be 
quiet about bullying," Gold
stein said. 

"Willful indifference and ig
norance is at the root of a lot 
of these problems. [Speaking 
up is] not easy and sometimes 
dangerous but it gets worse if 
we don't do it," Goldstein added. 
Other groups, including people 
from Asia and Africa, have been 
displaced from their homelands 
because of genocides, she noted. 

Stanzler credits Aram Ga
rabedian for his strong sup-
port 
the 
for 

over 
years; 
many 

receptive than 
Jewish ones. 

Stanzler , 
who has vis
ited young men 
at the Train
ing School (the 
state's facility 
for juvenile fel
ons) and else
where, said that 
Catholic stu
dents often ask, 
"Where were 
the Christians? 
Where was the 

VOICE & HERALD FILE PHOTO COURTESY I ALICE EICHENBAUM 

R_ay Eichenbaum in 
an undated photo 

Alice Eichenbaum 

Church?" 
The Eichenbaums preferred 

speaking 'to non-Jewish audi
ences. For some of those audi
ences, Eichenbaum said, "See
ing a Jew is a novelty. Jewish 

kids don't pay attention and 
they 'know it all."' 

Frank, for one, is delighted 
that president-elect Judith 
Jamieson will be the first 
non-Jewish individual to lead 
the board, which has includ
ed non-Jewish members for 
many years. 

there are only so many hours in 
a day." 

The Center must find a way 
to deliver the message without 
that immediate, personal touch 
from survivors, said Goldstein. 
The six million all have indi
vidual stories; many of them 
engaged in individual, quiet 
acts of resistance. 

Rakitt, who will also be hon~ , 
ored at the gala, said in a phone 
interview, "We have to build 
a cadre of educators and ad
vocates who will not let the 
memory perish. We are going 
to have to do our jobs better ... 
than ever before." 

years, win
ning entries 
from the Ho
locaust Art 
& Writing 
Contest were 
displayed at 
Garabedian's 
Warwick 
Mall. NANCY ABESHAUS 

With so many survivors 
dying, what will the Center's 
biggest challenges during the 
next 25 years? 

Through 
the Center's 

Alice Goldstein 

education programs in the 
schools, Frank said, "We are 
building a community. The 
third generation [after the sur
vivors] . .. they're learning, 
they're seeing what happened 
and are affected ... maybe we'll 
get them as volunteers." 

Some Center volunteers find 
non-Jewish audiences more 

Frank and Eichenbaum 
ar_e eager to see the younger 
generation become involved in 
continuing the legacy . they 
helped establish. Stanzler, an 
event honoree, wants to see the 
Center retain a full-time devel
opment director who could help 
stabilize finances. "May-Ronny 
[Zeidman, HERC's executive 
director] wears three hats .and 

Sunday, May 19 
6p.m. 
~ighl fare and libations; guest per

formance: "Moses Mao: A Musical 
Journey of a Holocaust Survivor"; 
and awards 

Rhodes-on-the-Pewtuxet, 60 
Rhodes Place, Cranston 

$75 per person 
RSVP: mzeidman@hercri.org 

events on campus for Holocaust 
Remembrance Week, April 7-14, 
including a memorial vigil at
tended by URI President David 
Dooley with participation from 
a variety of URI student lead
ers, both Jewish and non-Jew
ish. Asked about her passion for 
Holocaust remembrance, Bro
tons stressed the importance of 
younger generations staying in
formed and seeking out diverse 
learning opportunities. 

We must never forget that 
people were murdered for sim
ply being different. Today, be
ing different can be considered 
a blessing, sometimes· even a 
gift. Never again should some
one live in fear of who they are. 
Attendees at URI's Holocaust 
Remembrance Shabbat were 
inspired by the words of those 
mentally, physically and emo
tionally strong after the events 
that changed their lives. We 
also realized our responsibil
ity as young people to ensure 
that knowledge of these events 
continues to be spread so that 
future generations will never 
again know suffering like the 
Holocaust. 

GINA- SLOMAN (gina_slo
man@my.uri.edu), a senior at 
the University of Rhode Island, 
is a peer network engagement 
intern at URI Hillel. 

Jewish Family Service 
of Rhode Island 

launches new program 

PROVIDENCE - A new pro
gram to support the caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer 
disease or other forms of de
mentia has been launched at 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island. 

With time away from the 
individual one is caring for -
through respite - a caregiver 
will be able to visit friends, 
shop, rest or have time for one
self while the loved one is cared 
for by a certified nursing assis
tant. 

To be eligible for this service, 
caregivers must reside in one 
of these communities; Provi
dence, Pawtucket, East Provi
dence, North Providence, John
ston, Cranston or Warwick. 

The Rhode Island Foundation 
- through the Victor & Gussie 
Baxt Fund in memory of Victor 
Baxt - is funding this program. 

Contact the Jewish F,;;i,m,ily 
S,er11ice of Rpo,de IsJand to 1qe
termine one's eligibility. 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE: 
331-1244. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Rhode Island area schools seek part-time Hebrew 
and/or Judaica teachers, specialists in the various 

arts, and youth advisors for the 20 I 3/ 14 school year. 

For more information contoa Lorry Kotz ot the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island ot 

401.421.4111 ext 179 or lkotz@sholomri.org. 

-
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Ongoing 
Alliance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher lunch 

and program provided every Wednesday 
and Friday. Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 

YOUR 

Providence. Noon - lunch; 
12:45 p.m. - program. 
$3 lunch donation froni 
individuals 60+ or under-
60 with disabilities. Neal 
or Elaine. 421-4111, ext. 
107. 

CAMPAIGN 
Am David Kosher Senior 
Cafe. Kosher lunch and 

DOLLARS program provided every 
MAKE A weekday. Temple Am David, 
DIFFERENCE 40 Gardiner St .. Warwick. 

11:15 a.m. - program; 
noon - lunch. $3 lunch donation from 
individuals 60+ or under-60 with disabili
ties. Elaine or Steve, 73i-oo47. 

Continuing through May 28 
Prescription in a Paint Tube. Art-Making 

for Mental Wellness. Works by Jeffrey 
Sparr and Amy Kinney of PeaceLove 
Studios. gallery (401), Alliance,-401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 421-4111. 

Friday I April 26 
Yiddish ShmooL Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 

Ave .. Providence. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
421-4111. 

Social Action Shabbat Speaker. Simon 
Moore of College Visions speaks at oneg. 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., Provi
de,;ce. 7 p.m. 0331-6070. 

Emanu-EI Educational Weekend. Rabbi' 
Judith Hauptman on "Life and Law in 
Conflict." Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave .. 
Providence. 5:45 p.m. - Kabba/at Shabbat 
service: 7 p.m. - Shabbat dinner; 8:15 
p.m. - Lecture. Dinner: $18/adult; $10/ 
children. 331-1616. 

Saturday I April 27 
Educational Weekend Continues. Rabbi 

Judith Hauptman discusses "Woman and 
Jewish Ritual: From the Talmud to Today." 
Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 9:30 
a.m. - Service; 11 a.m. - Lecture; 12:30 
p.m. - Kiddush luncheon, Q&A on Women 
in Jewish Law with Rabbi Hauptman. 
331-1616. 

Aat,das Achim Adult Social Event Plaza 
Mexico Bar and Grill, 2120 Diamond Hill 
Road, Woonsocket 7 p.m. Bruce Ganek. 
bganek@gmail.com. 

Sunday I April 28 
Lag Ba'OmerCelebration. Children birth -

5. Sponsored by JCDS, Temple Emanu-EI 
and PJ Library. Jewish Community Day 
School. 85 Taft Ave .. Providence. 9 - 11 
a.m. Michelle Cicchitelli, 421-4111, ext. 
178 or mcicchitelli@~halomri.org. 

CALENDAR SUBt.,ISSIDNS 

R.I. Jewish Historical Association Annual 
Meeting. Walter Potenza discusses "The 
Cuisine of the Sephardic Italian-Jews.· 
Temple Beth-El, Orchard Ave., Provi
dence. 2 p.m. 331-1360 or rjhist@aol. 
com. 

"Time For Me" Series. Dr. Bernd Wollsch
laeger, son of a World War II German 
tank commander, discusses his spiritual 
journey to Judaism. Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd., Barrington. 2 p.m. 245-
6536 or office@templehabonim.org. 

Holocaust Historian at RWU. Deborah 
Dwork on "Flight from the Reich: Public 
Actions, Private Lives," followed by film 
screenings from Roving Eye Film Festival. 
Roger Williams University, Global Heritage 
Hall 01, 1 Old Ferry Rd .. Bristol. 2 p.m. -
Speaker: 4 p.m. - Films. Nancy Soukup, 
254-3433 or nsoukup@rwu.edu. 

"Take Me Out to Hadassah." Guest speaker 
Steven Krasner, sports journalist and 
children's author. Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston. 2 - 3:30 p.m. 463-3636 
or rhodeislandchapter@hadassah.org. 

Lag Ba'Omer Community Events. Parade, 
fair and community picnic includes a 
clown show, games, races and n\ore. Ses
sions Street Park (behind the Alliance). 
Chabad of Rhode Island and Congregation 
Beth Sholom, 360 Hope St .. Providence. 
273-7238. In case of rain, program at 
Chabad House, 360 Hope St .. Providence. 

Tuesday I April 30 
Brown RISO Hillel Annual Meeting. Stu

dent awards, tribute to Rabbi Mordechai 
Rackover and performance by Alef Beats, 
·followed by dessert reception. Glenn 
and Darcy Weiner Center, 80 Brown St., 
Providence. 6:30 p.m. 863-2805. 

Panel Discuuion on Aliyah. Panel: "When 
Your Children Make Aliyah: ;the Hopes, 
Concerns, & Expectations of the Parents." 
Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 
7 p.m. Marty Cooper, 421-4111 ext 171. 

Thursday I May 2 
Emanu-EI Leisure aub. Temple Emanu-EI. 

99 Taft Ave .. Providence. 10 - 10:50 am. 
- Helen Kagan on "Vignettes of Europe 
and Morocco: Personal and Entertaining 
Stories of My Travels." 11:10 a.m. - noon 
- Roberta Fox leads "Jewish Jeopardy: 
Test Your Jewish Knowledge.· Miriam 
Abrams-Stark, 331-1616, ext. 14 or 
miriam@teprov.org. 

West Bay Kosher Deli Lunch & Learn. 
Rabbi Richard Perlman leads a discus
sion on weekly Torah portion: kosher 
deli lunch follows. Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick. Noon - 1 p.m.
$10/session or $54/7 session series. 
463-7944 or rabbiperlman@cox.net. 
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Calendar items for our May 10 Teens/Graduation Issue must be re
ceived by May 1. Items for our May 24 Jewish Women in Business Is
sue must be received by May 15. Send all calendar items to nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org, subject line: "CALENDAR." 

Moses Brown faculty meet history 
in Israel and on West Bank 

Quakers make cultural connections 

n.lMoses Brown faculty - Lee Clasper Torch and Simone Ahlborn, front row; back row, ReAnna Laney, 
0 '{'Graham Holland, Jennifer Stewart, Jean Pennacchio, Kate Kenny, Lisa Evans and Katie Goldman -

· · in a site overlooking the Old City of)erus_alem. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Alliance 
board member Neal Beran
baum tipped of[ The Voice & 
Herald about this Moses Brown 
trip as it was happening. lf you 
are aware of something hap
peninl{ that might be of inter
est to our readers, let us know: 
Email nkirsch@shalomri.org 
or call 421-4111, ext. 168. 

BY SANDI CONNORS 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE Nine 
Moses Brown teachers spent 
their recent spring break tour
ing historic and religious sites 
in Israel and the West Bank. 

Through visits from Naza
reth to Bethlehem, Caper
naum, Hebron, Jericho and 
the Dead Sea, faculty members 
from the Quaker school (serv
ing pre-K through 12th grade) 
on Providence's East Side 
hoped to gain a deeper under
standing of the historical and 
cultural significance of the 
area while also learning about 
peaceful conflict resolution. 

The March 11 - 21 trip was 
made possible through a five
year grant from the E.E. Ford 

· Foundation, in support of in-
terdisciplinary team travel for 
teachers. The teachers - who 
represent all grade levels at 
Moses Brown School - met 
with organizations involved 
in the peace process and spent 
time visiting a Quaker school, 
the Ramallah Friends School. 
As a whole, the experience was 
well suited to the inherent val
ues of a Quaker education. 

Lower school Spanish teach
er Simone Ahlborn, in par
ticular, said that she greatly 
enjoyed the opportunity to 

connect with faculty mem
bers in other grades and disci
plines: "The group possessed 
admirable resilience and 
stamina, as well as commend
able flexibility and genuine ea
gerness for new experiences!" 

Looking ahead, she intends 
to create several new learning 
experiences for her students, 
including new topics for diver
sity workshops. "I also have al
ready been able to make some 
connections to my Spanish 
teaching through the shared 
Mediterranean climate: for 
instance, the second graders 
recently were hearing a story • 
that featured a beverage made 
from tamarind and I was able 
to share with them where 
it comes from and how it's 
made," she said. "I hope to con
tinue the connections made 
with several young American 
teachers and camp directors 
. . . Ideally, students from our 
classes will communicate 
with one another in the future, 
and maybe some of our older 
students will enjoy a similar 
travel experience." 

"The most critical part of 
working in any peace process 
is the importance of actually_ 
meeting and interacting with 
people whose views and lives 
are quite different from our 
own.'' said Graham Holland, a 
history teacher in the middle 
school. 

"Gaining this kind of context 
is an essential step to peaceful 
conflict resolution. I want my 
students to understand that to 
truly understand others, they 
need to spend time with them," 
said Holland. "In the absence 
of close personal contact, it is 
too easy for stereotypes and 

prejudices to thrive." 
The trip also offered Holland 

an "up close and personal" 
view of the people and places 
he teaches about in a unit on 
the Israeli-Palestinian con
flict. "My goal is always to give 
my students a wide view, to 
provide the multitude of com
plexities and to ask them to dig 
deep and thoughtfully." 

Moses Brown's Head of 
School Matt Glendinning is a 
proponent of faculty travel, as 
it supports Quaker education 
and the development of 21st
century skills such as com
munication, collaboration and 
problem solving. "[Quaker] ed
ucation provides students with 
an ethical core, an unshakable 
foundation of integrity that 
fosters respect, the non-violent 
resolution of conflict and a de
sire to make a positive differ
ence in the world." 

While the teachers brought 
back a wide array of experi
ences, photographs, new un
derstanding and memories, 
one unexpected moment was 
noteworthy. "We were the only 
guests at the Sisters of Naza
reth convent," said Ahlborg, 
"so the nuns invited us into 
their kitchen where they were 
having their supper. There 
was a small television [and] we 
joined them in watching his
tory in the making - the selec
tion of the new pope!" 

SANDI CONNORS 
(sconnors@mosesbrown.org) 
is the communications direc
tor for Moses Brown School. 

MOSES BROWN SCHOOL 
mosesbrown.org. 
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Saturday I May 4 
Gala Art Auction. Featuresg'I works by 

artists including Tarkay. Max. Rockwell, 
Boulanger, Fazzino, Neiman and Chagall. 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston. 7 
p.m. - Preview; 8 p.m. - Auction. Sandy, 
944-1121 or Dennis, 941-2398. 

Sunday I May 5 
Agudas Achim Mitzvah Morning. Agudas 

Achim, 901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 9 a.m. - Noon. 508-222-2243. 

Free Electronic Waste Drop-Off. Collecting 
computers, laptops, cell phones and all 
sorts of other electronic gadgetry, lead 
batteries and more. Alliance, 401 Elm
grove Ave .• Providence. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
421-4111. See story on page 28. 

PJ Library in South County. Storytelling 
celebration for children. ages 3 - 6, fea
tures "Bagels from Benny." Congregation 
Beth David/South County Hebrew School 
Center, 102 Kingston Road, Narragansett. 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Stephanie, sjma-
linow@gmail.com. · 

Luncheon wlth.U.S. Senator Jack Reed. 
Sen. Reed discusses the state of our 
nation and the Middle East. Alliance, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 1 p.m. 
Lunch is free, RSVPs required. http// 
LunchWithSenatorReed.eventbrite.com 
or Marty Cooper, 421-4111, ext. 171 or 
mcooper@shalomri.org. 

Author at Beth,EL Lee Woodruff discusses 
her novel, "Those We Love Most.· Beth-El. 
70 Orchard Ave .. Providence. 4 p.m. $10. 
331-6070. 

Harry Elkin Midrasha Graduation. Emanu
EI, 99 Taft Ave .• Providence. 7 p.m. Jana 
Brenman, 421-4111 or jbrenman@ 
shalomri.org 

Monday I May 6 
Women's Alliance Endowment Fund Meet

ing. Alliance Board Room, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. Noon - 1:30 p.m. Dani
elle Germanowski, 421-4111, ext. 109. 

Gun Violence Roundtable. Moderator Dr. 
Michael Fine, director of RI Department of 
Health; panelists Steven Pare, Providence 
commissioner of public safety; Teny 
Gross, executive director of Institute for 
the Study and Practice of Non-Violence; 
Roberta Richman, retired assistant direc
tor for rehabilitative services, RI Depart
ment of Corrections and RI State Rep. 
Teresa Tanzi. R.I. RI Chapter of NCJW and 
the Alliance CRC host event. Providence 
Marriott. 1 Orms St., Providence. 7 p.m. 
831-2175. 

Thursday I May 9 
Emanu-El Leisure Club. 10 - 10:50 am.: 

"Exercise for Better Health"; 11:10 a.m. 
- noon: Arthur Fixler, Esq. on "Song and 
Dance with the Taxman." Emanu-EI. 99 
Taft Ave., Providence. Miriam Abrams
Stark. 331-1616, ext. 14 or miriam@ 
teprov.org. 

2013 AIPAC Event. Dr. Jonathan A_delman, 
Middle East policy expert and author, 
"Global Threats: Challenges to America in 
the New Century," speaks. Alliance JCC 
Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. 7:30 p.m. Hadas Peles, 617-399-
2553 or hpeles@aipac.org. 

Solid K9 Training 
REAL WORLD AT-HOME DOG TRAINING FOR LIFE 

with award-winning, nationally known dog trainer Jeff Gellman 

Learn how to live a 
happier, more peaceful 
life and awaken the 
true spirit of your dog. 

Voted Best Board 
& Train Facility 

Listen to Jeff's weekly radio show 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Live call in dog training radio. SATURDAYS 8-1 lam • 888-345-0790 
Streaming live on 790tmsiness.com 

l!)''UI!) ~....olllllll fi~i ~ ~ 
, Scan QR code 

l!lfr for testimonials 

Jeff Gellman I Jefl@So1idK9Tralnlng.com I I 
401.527.6354 I SOLIDK9TRAINING.COM 1(9 TRAINING 
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'Lest We Forget' oratorio is 
featured in world premier 

Temple Shalom 
holds Yam Ha-Shoah 

program 

BY BARBARA }AGOLINZER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

MIDDLETOWN - Temple 
Shalom presented the world 
premier of the oratorio "Lest 
We Forget" written by native 
Rhode Islander Stephen Dec
esare, to commemorate Yorn 
Ha-Shoah, Holocaust Remem
brance Day. 

Decesare, a former organist 
at Temple Shalom who played 
for several Yorn Ha-Shoah pro
grams, was inspired to write 
this oratorio. 

The April 7 afternoon event 
began with a welcome by Rabbi 
Marc S. Jagolinzer, spiritual 
leader of the Conservative 
synagogue in Middletown, and 
the lighting of seven memorial 
candles, six in memQJY of the 6 
million and a seventh in mem
ory of the Righteous Among 
the Nations (those who helped 
rescue Jews from the Nazi 
scourge) by congregants and 
community members. Cantor 
Fredric Scheff chanted the Ho
locaust Memorial Prayer and 
led worshippers, with Rabbi 
Jagolinzer, in the Kaddish. 

In introducing his piece, 
Decesare said, "Prior to play
ing the organ at Temple Sha-

BARBARA JAGOLINZER 

Musicians at Temple Shalom's April 7 Yom Ha-Shoah program are 
(back row) Joetta Croesia, Cantor Fredric Scheff and Stephen Dec

esare and (front row) Emily Anthony, violinist; Kaela Bergeron, solo
ist; Rabbi Marc S. Jagolinzer; and Shoshana Feinstein and Kristeen 

Kates, soloists. 

lorn, I had never been to a Jew
ish service. I was anxious to 
hear and see how [another reli
gious group] worshipped, espe
cially with music." 

The Catholic Decesare added 
that his closest connection to 
anything Jewish had been play
ing "Fiddler on the Roof!" 

DeCesare's oratorio, "Lest 
We Forget" is so named to re
mind us that, if we forget, a 
Holocaust can - and will - hap
pen again. How frequently do 
we hear of prejudice, bullying, 
children killing one another, 
school shootings, etc., which all 

symbolize and signify evil rear
ing its ugly head. The oratorio 
ends with the Hebrew words "al 
sh'loshahd'varirn ha-olarn kayy
arn: Al ha-emet ve-al ha-tsedeq 
ve-al ha-shalorn,"which means, 
"Upon three things the world 
persists; upon truth, and upon 
righteousness and upon peace." 

BARBARA JAGOLINZER 
(barbara@barbarajagolinzer. 
com) is the wife of Rabbi Marc 
Jagolinzer. 

TEMPLE SHALOM; temple
shalomri.org or 846-9002. 

Tune In. Be Inspired.. Get Solutions. 

Turn obstacles into 
opportunities: 
Bring Patricia 

Raskin, the Ultimate 
Positive Speaker, te 

your group or 
business function! 

(@ 
Patricia Raskin' s 

positive living 
. '._\\;~i1~i ~iti,~.;' ' ' • . , • ' ' .. • 

I!& ... ,u, ~~itiv:, i,~::Z:;. ....... . 

Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 
WPRO 630AM, 99.7FM & 
www.630wpro.com 
Sundays 12 noon to 2:00pm 

Positive Business 
WPRV 790AM & www.790business.com 
Fridays 3:00pm-5:00pm 

Nationally: 
Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 

www.voiceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 
www.blogtalkradio.com on demand 

www.patriciaraskin.com 
patricia@patriciaraskin.com lj 

-
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1 FROM THE EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

The power of perseverance ... in 
crises and daily life 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Perseverance. I've been thinking about persever
ance, particularly after the carnage wreaked in 
Boston on April 15. 

Perseverance is defined as continuing in some effort, 
in some course of action, often in spite of difficulty or 
opposition. 

Never having run any race - much less a marathon - I 
can't speak personally about the perseverance required 

EXECUTIVE 
EDITOR 

NANCY KIRSCH 

to train .for, run and complete a 
26.2-mile race. The closest I have 
come to that effort is walking al
most every mile of a 37-mile route 
through Boston for an Avon Breast 
Cancer fundraiser. Not insignifi
cant, sure, but we had two days, 
not several hours, to complete that 
course. Feeling punky and shaky 
near the end of the first day, I was 
one of several people who crawled 
onto a shuttle bus a few miles short 
of our day's end point. Had I known 
then how strong and fit I would feel 
the second day, I would have perse
vered! 

So, I'm thinking about the run
ners who persevered throughout the marathon, and 
whose speed - or lack thereof- kept them out of the dan
ger zone during the crisis. I'm thinking about the vic
tims and their responders, both trained and otherwise, 
who administered compassion and, in many instances, 
lifesaving care. 

I'm thinking about President Obama's moving words 
at the,interfa,ith memorial on Thursday, April 18, when 
he urged the injured to persevere and assured them 
that, "We will all be with you as you learn to stand and 
walk and, yes, run again. Of this, I have no doubt. You 
will run again." They will need perseverance to do so, 
and I pray that Obama's words come true. 

I'm thinking about the medical professionals who per
severe to stitch together the grievously injured individ
uals' lives, limbs, souls. 

Unrelated to the Boston bombings, I'm thinking about 
the physical and emotional perseverance of Newtown, 
Conn.'s mothers and fathers who lobby the many weak
willed members of Congress. Because they can't see 
past the National Rifle Association's fat checks and fear 
voters' reprisals, they refuse to vote for sensible legisla
tion addressing assault rifle bans, background checks 
and other initiatives 'to limit - although not end - the 
carnage inflicted daily in these United States. 

On another wholly parochial note, I'm thinking about 
how essential perseverance is, not only to address and 
respond to crises, but in routine, day-to-day work life. 

A very small Voice & Herald staff perseveres, day in 
and day out, to write, edit and produce a rich and robust 
product.for our readers, at no charge to you, our read
ers. Every two weeks, this award-winning newspaper 
is packed with local news and feature stories, photo
graphs, opinion columns, letters to the editor, simchas 
and obituaries, calendar information and international 
news - as well as advertisements from our valued adver
tisers, without whom we would cease to exist. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald is your local Jewish com
munity newspaper. We need you to persevere with your 
involvement so that we may continue to serve you in 
that capacity: Please help us persevere by making a do
nation to our Patron Campaign; see page 18 to see how 
simple it is. Thank you for your support. 

OUR MISSION 

OPINION APRIL 26, 2013 
www.jvllri.org 

Jewish history and memory 
Were we really slaves in Egypt? 

The front page of the Feb. 
5 edition of the New York 
Times carried the striking 

picture of the "tortuously curved 
spine" of Richard III (1452-1485), 
king of England from 1483 until 
he was killed in the Battle of Bos

IT SEEMS 
, TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG 

worth Field on 
Aug. 22, 1485. 
The accompa
nying article 
explained that 
the skeleton -
excavated last 
September in a 
Leicester, Eng
land parking 
lot - had just 
been positive
ly identified 
through DNA 
evidence as the 
medieval Eng
lish king. ~ The image 

of Richard III that I have carried 
within me for much of my adult 
life is that of the protagonist of 
Shakespeare's play - an image 
reinforced by my seeing Trinity 
Rep's production of Richard III in 
February 2008. Shakespeare has 
given the world a Richard who is 
evil incarnate, a ruthless 
man who murders his way 
to the throne, a physically 
misshapen man - that "tor
tuously curved spine" - who 
confesses in his opening 
soliloquy, "Since I cannot 
prove a lover ... I am deter
mined to prove a villain." 
Nevertheless, despite his vil
lainy, Richard possesses a 
quick wit and an infectious, 
joyful sense of humor that, 
at times, charms his audi
ence into almost sympathiz

"real" Richard. Shakespeare's 
"wicked hunchback" is a cultural 
"truth," a literary "truth" that 
has echoed for centuries through
out the English-speaking world. 
This cultural/ literary truth pos
sesses a unique kind of reality, a 
reality separate and distinct from 
the historical "facts.'' 

Yosef Yerushalmi (1932-2009), 
wrestles with this question of how 
historical truth relates to other 
dimensions of reality. In his well
received book, "Zakhor: Jewish 
History and Jewish Memory," 
originally published in 1982 by the 
University of Washington Press, 
he argues that the work of contem
porary Jewish historians - what 
he calls "historiography" - often 
undermines our collective Jewish 
memory as expressed in our sa
cred texts and rituals: "[M]odern 
historiography ... is really neither 
collective memory nor recollec
tion in any of their prior senses, 
but basically a new venture ... 
The past it constantly recreates ·is 
often barely recognizable to what 
remains of collective memory; the 
past it retrieves is indeed a lost 

us to the God "who has taken [us] 
out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage." Jacob Neusner 
(b. 1932), the prolific scholar of 
Rabbinic Judaism, is not exagger
ating when he tells us in many of 
his works that to be a Jew is to be 
a slave who has been liberated-by 
God. 

Even though the Exodus expe
rience has been deeply rooted in 
the collective consciousness of 
the Jewish people, a number of 
contemporary Jewish academics 
claim that the dramatic events 
related in our Passover Haggadah 
"ain't necessarily so." To cite but 
one example, S. David Sperling, 
professor of Bible at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York, wrote an 
article with the provocative title, 
"Were the Jews Slaves in Egypt?" 
in the Spring 2013 issue of Reform 
Judaism Magazine. In the second 
paragraph of his piece, he states 

, boldly and disturbingly, "The tra-· 
ditions of servitude in Egypt, the 
tales of the Israelites wandering 
in the desert, and the stories of the 
conquest of the promised land all 

appear to be fiction." 

ing with him. 
I learned from the Times 

article that Shakespeare's 
Richard III might not bear 
much similarity to the Rich-

The Shakespearean image of Richard III (1452-
1485) may not be an accurate representation of the 

late king of England. 

It seems to me that Sper
ling's point of view sits at the 
far extreme; the evidence he 
adduces from biblical texts 
is far from conclusive. Nev
ertheless, even if Sperling's 
speculations should turn 
out to be on target, his ver
sion of the historical "facts" 
does not contradict the larg
er cultural fact that, for two 
millennia, we Jews sitting 
around our Seder tables have 
come to regard ourselves as 
if we personally have experi
enced the exodus from Mitz
rayim, Egypt, that narrow 
place - as if we personally 
have made the arduous jour

ard III of history. There are those 
who hope that "the discovery [of 
Richard's bones] will inspire a re
appraisal that could rehabilitate 
the medieval king and show him 
to be a man with a strong sympa
thy for the rights of the common 
man, who was deeply wronged by 
his vengeful Tudor and Elizabe
than successors." 

History, after all, is written by 
the victors; Richard's successors 
had a vested interest in giving 
him bad press. 

In a curious way, the Richard III 
that I have come to "know" from 
reading Shakespeare's play and 
seeing it performed on the stage is 
more real to me, is "truer" to me 
than whatever historians might 
eventually discover about the 

past, but it is not the one we feel 
we have lost." 

Consider the Passover Seders in 
which so many of us participated 
at the end of March. For more 
than 2,000 years, we Jews have 
been gathering around our din
ner tables to celebrate our journey 
me-avdut l'herut, . from slavery 
to freedom. Nor is our collective 
memory of bondage in Egypt lim
ited to the festival of Passover. On 
every Friday evening, our chant
ing of the Kiddush links the Shab
bat with zekher li-y'tsi'at Mitz
rayim, the memory of the exodus 
from Egypt. Almost every Jewish 
worshiif service refers at some 
point t,o our journey from slavery 
to freidom. Indeed, the very first 
of our Ten Commandments binds 

COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 

ney from slavery to freedom. 
Our collective self-identification 

as slaves freed by God continues 
to shape us even now - no matter 
what the latest theories of Jewish 
historiography. Our self-under
standing as participants in the 
ongoing exodus from the slavery 
of Egypt is what empowers us as 
a people. If the promise of Pass
over does nothing more than give 
us the strength and the courage to 
continue our journey to next Pass
over, we are entitled to sing dayy
enu, it is enough for us! 

JAMES B. ROSENBERG (rab
biemeritus@templehabonim.org) 
is rabbi emeritus at Temple Ha
bonim in Barrington. 

The mission of The Jewish Voice & Herald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving voice 
to the diverse views of the Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, while adhering to Jewish 
values and the professional standards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald publishes thoughtful and 
informative contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 
words) and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) 
on issues of interest to our Jewish community. At our 
discretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists. represent 

the views of the authors; they do not represent the views 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
Nancy Kirsch. The Voice & Herald. 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence, RI 02906. Include name. city of residence 
and (not for publication) a contact phone number or email. 
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Three cheers for being politically incorrect 

The general name of this 
column is "Reflections 
of/in Israel," but in this 

column I offer thoughts on the 
United States (through the 
prism of Israel). While Israel 
has lots to learn from its clos
est overseas 
ally, the 
converse 
can also be 
occasion
ally true. 

F o u r 
years ago, 
during a 
sabbatica l 
leave from 
Bar-Ilan 
University, 
I taught at 
Brown Uni-
versity and 

REFLECTIONS 
OF I IN ISRAEL 

SAM LEHMAN-WILZIG 

was struck by how reticent my 
obviously bright students were 
in the classroom. They weren't 
"scared" of me - certainly not 
after we broke the ice when I 
had them all (a part-Native
American among them) to my 
house for an erev Shabbat din
ner. 

Indeed, during my office 
hours, their "shyness" disap
peared - precisely when one 
would think that meeting with 
the professor would be off-put
ting. Well, I thought, perhaps 
Brown students are the living 

With self censorship, Americans are not truly free 

expression of "still waters run 
deep." 

Now I am teaching at the 
University of Maryland during 
another sabbatical and, once 
again, the same phenomenon 

has reared its head. My stu
dents are bright, eager and 
unfailingly polite; but get
ting them to say anything 
of substance is like pulling 
teeth with pliers - hard for 
me, painful for them. 

For an Israeli professor, 
this is particularly unnerv
ing. In my Israeli classes, 
the biggest problem is get
ting students to shut up! I 
need only raise a somewhat 
interesting point, and off 
they go discussing, argu
ing, interrupting and, in 

general, having a "good time" 
(intellectually speaking). So I 
am faced with the obvious ques
tion: Why are American stu
dents so different? They are no 
less intelligent or industrious, 
but they sure are quieter. 

I am well aware that there are 
a few possible factors, each add
ing its small part to the overall 
answer. However, I have come 
to the conclusion that there is 
one element of particular im
portance, especially in compar
ing the Israeli scene with the 
American: political correct-

ness. Or to put it more bluntly -
fear of saying something politi
cally incorrect. 

Israelis have no such com
punctions. Indeed, of those 
Israelis who know about 
American PC, the vast major
ity snicker when the term is 
mentioned. Israeli oral culture 
is defined by "dugri," straight 
and to the point - telling it like 
it is (or like the person thinks 
it is). American public debate, 
on the other hand, has evolved 

"RACISTS 
IN ISRAEL ... 
will say what's 
on their mind, 
but they will be 
confronted ... " 

,. r ... ,.... 

into a state of oratorical paraly
sis: "Heaven forbid I should say 
something that will get some
one upset," so they take the safe 
way out and don't say anything 
that could possibly give offense 
to anyone. Not a day goes by 

when I don't shake my head at 
American hypersensitivity (af
ter living in Israel for 35 years, 
I've become a dugri kind of 
guy). 

The latest example (as of this 
writing): President Obama, who 
has nominated more women to 
really top positions than any 
previous president, had this to 
say at a fundraiser for Califor
nia's attorney general, an old 
friend of his: "She is brilliant 
and she is dedicated and she is 
tough, and she is exactly what 
you'd want in anybody who 
is administering the law and 
making sure that everybody is 
getting a fair shake. She also 
happens to be, by far, the best
looking attorney general in the 
country." He was then attacked 
for being sexist! To which this 
Israeli-American can only re
spond: Lighten up, folks! 

In academia, this phenom
enon is particularly pernicious, 
because university is precisely 
the place where free speech 
should be encouraged and nur
tured - not shackled by self
censorship and "speech polic
ing." Indeed, the "problem" in 
my classes is that I don't ask the 
students to explain what this 
or that author said but rather 
that I ask them what they them
selves think. And, as the issues 

[li~~~E 1S~ND'S NEW VOICES 

Holocaust Remembrance Week offers reminders 
We must 'never forget ' the power of a single person's actions 

BY SABRINA BROTONS 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

Igot involved with Hillel at 
the University of Rhode Is
land during my freshman 

year of college. Last year, a 
friend who organized Holocaust 
Remembrance Week asked me 
to help him with the events. It 
was then I became inspired to 
continue spreading awareness 
about the Holocaust. 

Growing up in the Bronx in 
New York, I was raised with
out any religious observance 
at home, although I was fortu
nate to be provided with Jew
ish schools and Jewish summer 
camps. Even though my imme
diate family was not affected by 
the Holocaust, I felt it was im
portant to provide URI students 
with opportunities to learn 
more about the Holocaust. 

The obligation and commit
ment to plan the week of events 
had come from my Jewish edu
cation to always be an informed 
citizen. By being educated 
members of society, each of us 
can vow to "never forget" the 
Nazi persecution during the 
Holocaust. 

Since I was young, I vowed 
to do what I could to ensure 

that another Holocaust would 
not happen again. I want to be 
able to reach out to the commu
nity and be able to inform them 
about the challenges of the 
Jewish people; the best way 
to inform people about the 
atrocities of the Holocaust 
is through educational 
activities. Planning the 
April 7 - 14 week of activi
ties at URI Hillel was most 
meaningful to me, because 
everyone has some connec
tion to the Holocaust even 
if they are unaware of it. 
My great-grandmother, . 
for example, faced anti
Semitism in Russia in the 
early 1900s. She endured 
the horrors of pogroms 
and persecution there and 
later came to America in 
the early years of World War II. 

Each ofus has a strong impact 
on society whether we realize it 
or not. Holocaust survivors re
member, of course, those who 
left a negative impact on soci
ety. People who follow orders 
without questions, bystanders 
who do nothing and citizens 
who simply go with the flow are 
inactive members of the com
munity. We must all make an 

effort to remember because it 
helps us understand the power 
- for better or worse - of peo
ple's actions. 

Holocaust Remembrance 
Week is to remember the mil
lions of innocent victims and 
the rescuers who risked their 
own lives to save others. This 
week 'was designed to remem
ber the' suffering that occurred, 
the effotls expended to end the 
suffering, and to vow that, in 
the future, we make an effort 
to not silently or passively con
tribute to others' suffering. 

I want to challenge the URI 
community and all of Rhode Is
land's communities to confront 
injustice, hatred and genocide. 

For those who suffered in the 
Holocaust, we can honor them 
all year by speaking out against 
violence and not remaining si
lent. We must remember that 
each of us has an impact; we 
have the power to change the 
world to be a better place for fu
ture generations. 

It is important that students 
know about the Holocaust in 
which more than 11 million 

tend to be controversial (why 
else would one have a class dis
cussion?), PC phobia takes over. 

Indeed, in my opinion, PC is 
actually counterproductive, for 
it does not enable truly prob
lematic opinions, stereotypes 
and ideas to see the light of 
day and be dealt with head-on. 
Racists in Israel (and there are 
plenty!) will say what's on their 
mind, but they will also be con
fronted immediately by others 
who will point out the error of 
that line of thinking. 

In the U.S. today, PC shuts up 
all but the most Neanderthal 
racists, so that they cannot be 
confronted and dealt with in 
an objective, academic, fashion 
through rational discourse. 

This is a sad state of affairs 
for a country believing itself to 
be "the home of the free and the 
land of the brave." There's too 
little free speech here, and far 
too few who are really intellec
tually brave. 

PROF. SAM LEHMAN-WIL
ZIG (profslw.com) is deputy di
rector of the School of Commu
nications at Bar-Ilan University 
in Israel. He is currently visit
ing professor at the Israel Stud
ies Center, University of Mary
land, College Park. 

people perished. Jewish people 
were not the only victims; in 
fact, Hitler's regime targeted 
everyone who was considered 
different; people were singled 
out based on their race, reli
gion, political views and/or 
sexual orientation. 

We had a great turnout from 
the entire community at many 
of the events at URI Hillel's Ho
locaust Remembrance Week; it 
was an exciting opportunity for 
students to be engaged in this 
experience. 

Although I will be taking on 
a different role at Hillel next 
year and will not be able to par
ticipate in planning Holocaust 
Remembrance Week events for 
2014, I hope that next year's pro
grams inspire even more stu
dents - and more community 
leaders - to be involved. 

We must remember, "Never 
again ." 

SABRINA BROTONS (sa
brina_brotons@my. uri.edu), 
a public relations and politi
cal science double major at the 
University of Rhode Island, will 
graduate June 2014. 

1 

I 
i 



1ft THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

Who are 
the Palestinians? 

While Jews celebrate life, 
Palestinian Arabs celebrate death 

BY ROBERT I. LAPPIN Area newspapers con
tinue to publish articles 
and letters sympathetic 

to the Palestinians and critical 
of Israel, which prompts me 
to answer my own rhetorical 
question: Who are the Pales
tinians? 

My father, of blessed memo
ry, was a Palestinian, as were 
all of the Jews who lived in 
that region up until the re
,_ 

· "THE WESTERN 
I 
1 WORLD ... seeks to 
establish a Palestinian 
state destined to 
become another 
enemy of western 
civilization ... " 

birth of Israel in 1948. The 
Arab population eschewed 
that appellation and chose, in
stead, to be referred to as Ar
abs. In 1948 and after, as Arab 
nations attempted to abort 
Israel's rebirth, a new nomen
clature for Palestine's Arabs 
was invented: they became 
"Palestinians." So much for 
the myth of Palestinians rep
resenting themselves as an an
cient people with indigenous 
rights to the Land of Israel, 
whose millennia-old deed, for 
the Jewish people inscribed in 
the Bible, encomp'assed Judea 
and Samaria, now referred to 
as the West Bank. 

The Palestinians are not an 
ancient people. By our (west
ern?) standards, they can be 
characterized, culturally and 
behaviorally, · as medieval. 
They are tribal. Violence is 
too often their method of prob
lem solving. They are a patri
archal society in which men 
commonly dominate women 
by force and violence. Female 
genital mutilation and "honor 
killing" of females by male 
family members is an accepted 
practice. Gay men are ostra
cized and threatened. As Jews 
celebrate life, Palestinian 
Arabs celebrate death. Many 
Palestinian mothers pray for 
their sons to achieve martyr
dom in the hereafter by dy
ing in the act of killing Jews, 
Christians and other "non
believers." Oddly, this highest 
of honors can be realized by 
killing their co-religionists of 
different faith groups. Pales
tinian schools' curricula are 

replete with representations 
of Jews as inhuman, and with 
teaching hatred for Christians 
and non-Muslims. 

Much of the non-Muslim 
world yearns for a Palestin
ian state. Sympathetic acts on 
behalf of the stateless Pales
tinians have occupied much of 
the United Nations' agenda for 
decades. Ironically, the Arab 
world and the Palestinians 
themselves, contrary to com-

mon belief, have no such 
yearning. They have been 
offered statehood by every 
recent Israeli administra
tion, including the present 
one, but such offerings have 
consistently been rejected 
out-of-hand because the 
Arabs and the Palestinians 
will not accept, or even ac
knowledge, Israel's right to 
exist as a Jewish state. ' 

But then, to further com
plicate the matter, there is 
a de facto Palestinian state 
- Gaza, which is typical of 
the other 22 undemocratic 
Arab states: violent, impov-

erished and ruled by religious 
dictators. It is strange that the 
western world, of which we 
are a part, seeks fervently to 
establish a Palestinian state 
destined to become another 
enemy of western civilization, 
and a haven and breeding 
ground for Islamic terrorist 
organizations. Stranger still 
is American Jewish accep
tance of, and advocacy for, a 
Palestinian state which will 
be misogynistic and "Juden
rein," ethnically cleansed of 
Jewish people. Odd, too, is an 
American Jewish attitude that 
"settlements" are an obstacle 
to peace. Why is it not appar
ent to an intelligent, thought
ful, well-meaning Jewish 
populace that if there is to be 
a true peace, Jews must have a 
right to live in peace in Judea 
and Samaria - just as Arabs 
have a right to live in Israel 
as full-fledged citizens. Why 
do American Jews accept the 
notion that the West Bank is 
"occupied" territory, when by 
international law, it is desig
nated as "disputed" territory? 

I have a theory that the Jew
ish people lack a natural sense 
of survival. A strong piece of 
evidence supporting my theo
ry is our sympathetic attitude 
to the Palestinians and their 
"cause." 

ROBERT I. LAPPIN (ril@ 
shetlandpark.com), founder of 
the Robert Lappin Charitable 
Foundation, lives in Swamp
scott, Mass. 
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!TETTERS 

Responding to Ricklin's question 
Israel's 65th anniversary is 

a good time to read or reread 
Herman Wouk's classic histori
cal fiction, "The Hope: A Nov
el." We certainly think about 
all oflsrael's accomplishments, 
but do we really remember the 
brave people that have made it 
all possible today? 

In his March 29 letter to 
the editor, "Ricklin wonders 
about the Exodus," Saul Rick-

!in seems to forget that not all 
Hebrews were slaves. They 
lived in Goshen, were farmers 
and tradesmen. They had more 
than enough unblemished live
stock for food as well as rituals. 
If there is any question it would 
be this: If they were able to sac
rifice bullocks, goats, lambs, 
turtle doves, etc., in the desert, 
why did the Hebrews cry for 
food? 

There is a basic answer to all 
such questions. Some time ago, 
I questioned an Orthodox rabbi 
why chicken is not pareue. Fish 
is pareve and chickens do not 
suck milk from their mothers. 
The answer to me was: "Be
cause it is not." As they say on 
Family Feud: "Good answer." 

Cliff Lander 
Fall River, Mass. 

Students benefit from URI Hillel's Holocaust exhibit 
Thanks to the kindness and 

hospitality of Amy Olson and 
her staff at URI's Hillel Center, 
my three history classes and I 
were able to tour Hillel's Holo
caust exhibit recently. 

We were deeply affected by 
the photographs, artifacts, 
books and video materials on 
display; I wanted to share some 
students' comments. 

"I found the whole exhibit 
thought-provoking ... it pro
Voided a perspective on the Ho
locaust I hadn't heard before." 

Another said, "I think it's 
too easy for people my age to 
dismiss the events of the past 

because they weren't around 
to witness them; I .. . felt that 
the exhibit was very effective 
in relating ... the horrors that 
occurred." 

"I almost cried a few times," 
while on tour, wrote another 
student. "It was chilling. It 
gets you to start thinking. 
The exhibit taught me a lot of 
something I thought I already 
knew [and] I couldn't look away 
from the drawing[s] that were 
made during the Holocaust. 
There was so much horror and 
feel[ing] behind every drawing 
... I will never forget this expe
rience." 

"Reading the biographies of 
.. . people involved [gave me] a 
better sense of who the victims 
were, as well as the people who 
risked [everything] to help," 
wrote another student. "The 
[inmates'] artwork .. . is in
spiring ... even in the toughest 
times, victims held onto their 
creative values and sense of ex
pression." 

The exhibit, he added, "gave 
me details and an emotional 
response that [I] couldn't get 
from textbooks." 

Janet Nolan 
History Professor, URI 

Kingston 

Dr. Aronson doesn't seem to understand poet's context 
While Dr. Stanley Aronson 

correctly quotes the words of 
John Dryden, England's first 
named poet laureate (March 
29 issue of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, "The emerging Jewish 
voice in American politics"), 
he completely misuses their 
context. The words "The Jews, 
a headstrong, moody, murmur
ing race ... " are, in fact, found 
in Dryden's epic allegorical sat
ire "Absalom and Achitophel." 
Aronson should not, however, 
have included them in his list 
of "pejorative" and "disparag
ing" anti-Semitic descriptors of 
Jews used "over the centuries." 

As most students of English 
literature know, Dryden's use 

of Old l!'estament characters 
and setting in Absalom and 
Achitophel is allegorical, that 
is, a literary device to relate 
a complex or abstract idea in 
a manner more familiar to 
his readers. Briefly stated, 
Dryden's satire is about vari
ous 17th century plots to mur
der a non-Catholic king and re
turn a Catholic to the English 
throne, and prevent a rightful 
heir to the throne in favor of 
an illegitimate son. Real soap 
opera stuff for Dryden's then
contemporary audience! 

Therefore, in his epic 
poem, Dryden's "Jews" repre
sent the English and "Jerusa
lemites," Londoners; "David" 

represents King Charles II; 
"Absalom" (in Hebrew, Avsha
lom, "father of peace") repre
sents Charles' illegitimate son 
James and "Achitophel," the in
stigating Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Although Dr. Aronson's es
say was somewhat interesting 
(with barely a tangential con
nection to the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island or the 
present day), his inappropri
ately used anti-Semitic open
ing quote was disappointing. 
We Jews have enough real an
tagonists without creating new 
ones. 

Barry Rubin 
South Attleboro, Mass. 

A North Carolina Catholic appreciates Arkady Mamaysky's advice 
While I was at the local post land. I had several great Jew- it would be required reading 

office, I noticed a newspaper ish childhood friends and so at all synagogues in the United 
laying on the counter along enjoyed their mothers' cook- States. 
with other mail that snowbirds ing. I became a Mason in 1980 It's too bad you guys don't 
had left behind. I picked it up and again made new friends have a Pope that would make it 
and noticed it was The Jewish with my Jewish brothers. so - just kidding. Again, great 
Voice & Herald. Not wanting it There is only one syna- column, great suggestions; 
to end up in the trash I took it gogue in Myrtle Beach, S.C., Arkady is an excellent writer 
along with me. Why? Because and I took a Hebrew class with a very logical approach 
I love everything Jewish, al- there about 10 years ago; I will and has a good feel for today's 
though I was raised Catholic. spare you that whole other American Jews. 
One man's trash is another story. Anyhow, I just wanted Tom Kronenwetter 
man's treasure, as the saying to tell you how much I enjoyed North Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
goes. Arkady Mamaysky's column 

Back in the 1960s, we lived in the March 15 issue, "How 
behind a synagogue in Beach- to narrow the gap." Spot on! I 
wood, Ohio, a suburb of Cleve- wish there was some way that 

Correction 
Barbara Brown's April 12 story, "Celebrating WRJ's centennial year with visit to Israel, Berlin," 

misstated the number ofWRJ members. The correct number is 65,000, not 765,000. Women in the page 
33 photo were incorrectly identified. They are Blair Marks, left, Susan Bass and Sandy Firsel. 



THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD COMMUNITY APRIL 26, 2013 15 
www.jvhri.org 

STEIN was consistently strong and resolute Nagle receives another award 
for photography project From Page 5 

Did -it diminish his intellectual 
enthusiasm or curiosity? Of 
course not. Did it negate his 
sense of humor? Not a chance. 
Arguably, the battle with can
cer brought out some of Josh's 
best qualities: love, friendship, 
acceptance, courage. 

"All of those won
derful qualities were 
sharply in evidence 
the last time that I 
saw Josh, a few weeks 
before he died. Al
though the illness 
had damaged his 
body, his spirit re
mained untouched. 

"Socrates was right. 

He recounted Josh's reply: 
"Faith and religion are not 
about what you know, they are 
about what you believe. Some
times having faith is just as im
portant as having knowledge." 

Paraphrasing Isaiah 2:2, Mar
tineau said, "Surely Josh has 
been called home and found his 

place on the moun
tain of the Lord." 

No evil can come to a 
good man. We honor 

Josh Stein 

The final speaker, 
Josh's widow Penney 
Stein, interspersed 
light and amus
ing anecdotes with 
thoughtful, even seri
ous, remembrances. 
Some of her remarks 
were nods to many 
of Josh's well-known 
loves and foibles, 

this good man today and cele
brate his good life and his good 
works." 

Of his former professor, Kolby 
Martineau, '12, said, "[He was] , 
by far the most intelligent hu
man being I have ever met; I 
never felt so loved ... for asking 
a question." Martineau added 
that Stein positively influenced 
the growth of the history de
partment and the university's 
religious, academic and social 
life. 

Martineau once- asked Josh, 
"How can you be a historian 
and know the facts and still be 
religious?" 

some were unknown 
little factoids, some penetrating 
observations. 

She recounted his love of 
baseball and classical music 
as well as his highly successful 
hoaxes he perpetrated on read
ers of his column and his week
ly Shabbat Shalomagram, an 
email missive sent to more than 
200 friends , family members 
and colleagues. Those hoaxes 
included his appearance in the 
1964 Olympics, a stint as a mi
nor league pitcher, being gored 
by a yak in Korea, sitting in the 
owners' box at Foxboro Stadi
um, and this writer's personal 
favorite, his run for Congress. 

J osh kept a copy of Marcus 
Aurelius' "Meditations" in his 
car's glove compartment, in 
case he was stuck in traffic, Pen
ney recounted, as well as telling 
the audience that teaching gave 
him energy - even when he was 
sick, he looked better after a 
hard day of teaching. Quoting 
her late husband - who loved 

"NO EVIL CAN 
come to a good man. 
We honor this good 
man today." 

a good argument - she said, 
"The nice thing about knowing 
you're going to die soon, is that 
you get to say goodbye to your 
friends." 

And, in a tribute to Josh's 
signature sign-off, Penney con
cluded by thanking the organiz
ers of the service, the speakers 
and the guests: "Be strong and 
resolute - I send you my )_l;lY,e." 

VISIT http://bit.ly/ llwm0YA 
to learn more about Josh Stein. 

DAVID LONDON (londonda
vid@aol.com), a Providence 
resident, is an occasional con-
tributor to this paper. / 

ECC teacher earns the 
Debbie Gottletb Beitler Memorial Award 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri .org 

PROVIDENCE - Judy Nagle, 
a teacher in the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island's 
Early Childhood Center (ECC), 
received the Debbie Gottlieb Be

the Terri Lynne Lokoff/Chil
dren's Tylenol National Child 
Care Teacher Award, the Deb
bie Gottlieb Beitler Memorial 
Award includes a $500 gift card 
to a school supply catalog. Nagle 
will use these monies during the 
next school year. 

itler Memorial Award rr===========,,,..==ee:1 
for her classroom en
hancement project that 
incorporates a passion 
and enthusiasm for the 
arts. 

According to a 

JUDY NAGLE 

press release from the 
awards-granting agen
cy, only one of the 52 
recipients of the 2013 
Terri Lynne Lokoff/ 
Children's Tylenol 
National Child Care 
Teacher Awards is cho
sen to receive the Deb
bie Gottlieb Beitler Me
.morial Award. 

Nagle was honored at 
a luncheon on April 11. 

The Debbie Gott
lieb Beitler Memorial 

Judy Nagle holds one of two awards she re
ceived for the photography project she will 

lead next year for ECC students. 

Award is a way of sharing Deb
bie's love of the arts and encour
aging young children to discover 
their own talents and to make 
art a part of their life. 

As reported in the Feb. 15 issue 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
Nagle will teach her young ECC 
students about photography and 
expose them to professional pho
tographers, as well. 

USE THE GUIDE TO JEWISH LIVING BEFORE GOOGLING! 
In addition to the $500 that Na

gle received for the project and 
$500 for her personal use from ECC: 421-4lll 

For more infomtafion contact Mal'f, ~ Of 
1.421.4111 ext. 111 or mcoope,@iWom,f.er or 

lo http:/ /RIMi.-toWas/,ingt~.com 

Community 
C Relations jJ Council 

,e-M A~ .. ,..eol 
G•ul.,Pt.od. l, i.nd 

The RING is a p rogram o f the Jewish Alllonce of Greater Rhode Is land. 

Trusted Memory Care 

~ 
IE IPO CJHI® 

A S S I S • T E D L I V I N G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

12-Year Reputation for Care You Can Count On. 

No matter how much care and support your loved one may need, our comprehensive 
programming helps your loved one maintain connections to the things most 
meaningful to them and provides you with peace of mind. Our difference: 

• Experienced, specially educated staff 

• Partnership with Joyce Simard, a nationally 
known expert in Alzheimer's disease 

• Life skills stations 

• Personalized programs for early, 
mid- and late-stage disease 

• Neighborhood design encourages 
independence and choice 

401-273-6565 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

www.EPOCHBlackstoneAL.com 

Assisted Living . Memory Care .,Respite- Mass Relay - 711 
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The Jerusalem journey blog 
It's no joke: A rabbi, a minister and an imam travel together to Israel 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Rabbi 
Amy Levin of Congregation 
Torat Yisrael, Imam Farid An
sari, president of the Rhode 
Island Council for Muslim Ad
vancement, and Reverend Don 
Anderson, executive minister 
of the Rhode Island State Coun
cil of Churches, are participat
ing in the First International 
Jerusalem Symposium on 
Green and Accessible Pilgrim

, age. They were invited to do so, 
writes Amy Levin, because of 
the "great strides we have made 
in Rhode Island to build bridges 
of mutual respect and trust be
tween our faith communities." 

These are excerpts from the 
group's daily blog, "Voices of 
Faith." 

Rabbi Levin, April 18 
Today we had an incredible 

experience. Our Green Pilgrim
age hosts Osnat Post and Avner 
Haramati shared with us sites 
that will be part of the Green 
Pilgrimage experience from 

Nebi Musa, the Muslim mosque 
marking that tradition's site 
of the tomb of Moses to a pan
oramic view of Jericho and the 
Dead Sea to the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre and the view of 
the Old City from the roof of the 
David's Harp restaurant (where 
we ate an awesome lunch). 

There is a tremendous 
amount to digest and report on. 
Tonight we are all rather inco
herent from jet lag and 12 hours 
from a surfeit of emotion and 
spiritual journey and moving 
encounters with the Muslims, 
Christians and Jews of our 
jointly treasured Holy Land. 
More soon. 

Rev. Anderson, April 18 
"I was glad when they said to 

me, 'Let us go to the house of 
The Lord.' Our feet are stand
ing within your gates, 0 Jeru
salem. Jerusalem - built as a 
city that is bound firmly togeth
er.'' Psalms 122:1-3 

On Friday afternoon , I went 

.~ •4 • ~ ◄ 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

s~~Y-5 
Program begins at 9 A. M. 

For families with children in grades K-7 

interested in experiencing a stellar 

Jewish education. 

Non-members of the Temple are welcome. 

For more information and to RSVP, 

contact Miriam Abrams-Stark, 

Director of Congregational Learning, 

401 331-1616, ext.14, or miriam@teprov.org 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

See how we can give your child the ultimate gift. 

• Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Avenue• Providence, RI 02906 

Ruby Shalansky says ... 
I consider myself a veteran of the Jewish communal world in 
Rhode Island - I worked at the JCC for 12 years and as Temple 
Beth-El's executive director for 16! 
Until the past year or so, my interest in The Jewish Voice & Herald 
focused on ly on the JCC or Temple Beth*EI. Now, I look forward 
to receiving The Vo ice & Herald because of the improved level of 
reporting and the quali ty of the articles. The publication is now 
informati ve and enlightening. I learn something new about the 
Jewish community with each issue. 

VOICES OF FAITH BLOG 

After landing, the first order of business was to find some coffee. The barista offered Reverend Donald An
derson, right, a "Cafe Americano" which Rabbi Amy Levin promised was a description of the beverage, not 

the customer. Also pictured1 center1 is Imam Farid Ansari. 

back to the Old City alone and 
cli!I)bed the 190 stairs to the top 
of ~tower of the Church of the 
Redeemer (Lutheran). I know 
of no superlatives that can ade
quately describe what is means 
to look over this city. 

Today Farid and I toured the 
Israel Museum with scholar 
Avp.er Goren who was the chief 
archeologist in the Sinai Pen
insula for 15 years. He was also 
featured in the PBS special 
"Walking the Bible.'' It was like 
a personal graduate seminar 
for Farid and me. Just amazing. 
What a day. 

Imam Ansari, April 19 
I apologize for the delay in 

posting my notes from Jerusa
lem. This is an extraordinary 
experience for me. It has enor
mous implication because I am 
blessed to be traveling with my 
good friends, Rev. Dr. Don An
derson and Rabbi Amy Levin. I 
am enriched by the knowledge 
of what this place means to all 
three faith communities. Each 
ofus is able to gain knowledge of 
the holy places associated with 
our common spiritual heritage. 
All the great religious person
alities have some connection to 
Jerusalem. We started our first 
tour at the Jordan River where 
John the Baptist baptized the 
faithful. We witnessed the bap
tisms of some people who had 
come from different parts of the 
world to be baptized. 

Rev. Anderson, April 21 
Walked through the rain from 

our hotel up to the Old City 
through the Jaffa Gate, drawn 
by the echoing churches' bells. 
Through Jaffa Gate, straight 
down David Street and left on 
Muristan Street to Church of 
the Redeemer (Lutheran). I 
joined the English-speaking 
congregation of about 80 folks 
for a wonderfully uplifting ser-

vice of worship. 

Imam Ansari, April 21 
"Our Lord ... make us submit

ting to you and (make) from our 
seed a community submissive 
to You and teach us our ways of 
worship, and relent towards us, 
Surely You only are the Most 
Relenting, , the Most Merciful.'' 
Holy Quran Surah Baqarah 
verse 128. 

GCANNOW 
ee my beloved 
erusalem in a 

~ hole new way." 
This is a prayer of Abraham 

for his descendants and it takes 
on a real meaning when the 
three faiths that have evolved 
since his time. I pray that this 
prayer of his will be a reality in 
the coming years and we move 
forward planning for our fu
ture. 

Rabbi Levin, April 22 
When I was in rabbinical 

school here in Jerusalem, I had 
an extraordinary experience 
teaching a course on Jewish 
liturgy to a group of Ethiopian 
Jews. Cut off from the rest of 
the Jewish world for centuries, 
the people of this Jewish com
munity had never encountered 
the prayer book that is so famil
iar to Jews all over the rest of 
the Jewish world from Rhode 
Island to Yemen, from Sweden 
to Australia. As I guided my 
students through the pages of 
the prayer book so familiar to 
me, I saw it as for the first time 
through their eyes. The text 
was both familiar and fresh as 
I taught and was taught by my 
unique students. 

Jerusalem has become that 
text for me, both familiar 
and fresh, as I experience her 
through the eyes of my extraor
dinary colleagues, Don Ander
son and Farid Ansari. Aspects 
-of this city, that I came to take 
for granted long ago (like the 
jarring juxtaposition of modern 
tour busses lined up along the 
medieval walls of the Old City) 
have regained their color and 
character. 

Ironically, the three of us 
have become something of a 
sight to see: catching an imam, 
a minister and a rabbi in fond 
theological debate doesn't hap
pen here all that frequently ... 
or perhaps I should say even 
less frequently than it happens 
in the States. 

I have watched my two friends 
be embraced by the Christian 
and Muslim communities of Je
rusalem and I have been deeply 
moved. I knew they would find 
a warm and sincere welcome 
from the Jewish Israelis who 
are my "comfort level" peers 
here, but Don and Farid's Old 
City and Bethlehem adventures 
have opened my eyes to two 
communities with a great ca
pacity for warmth and welcome. 

Every morning, our first
thing-in-the-morning bless
ings. in our Jewish prayer 
book, include a blessing prais
ing God for opening the eyes 
of the blind, pokei'ah ivrim. My 
associations with this blessing 
will never be the same for I can 
now see my beloved Jerusalem 
in a whole new way. My eyes 
have been opened. 

DETAILS 

The group's daily blog is at 
http: //www.voices-of-faith. 
org/ jerusalem-pilgrimage
blog.html. The blog includes 
more pictures, as well. 
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ADAM MASTOON 

'Jerry Katz sits in Dohany Street Synagogue in Budapest. 

PERSPECTIVES on Jewish life in Hungary 
From Page 4 

rael, Jacobson leads a five-day 
seminar in Budapest for Dorot 
Foundation Fellows who partic
ipate in a seminar to investigate 
the historical and contempo
rary experience of Hungarian 
Jews in Budapest. He had led 
these trips for the past decade. 

Learning about the experi
ence of the Habonimites, Ja
cobson said, "It must have been 
horrific .. . I have a different 
story to tell about the nature of 
'anti-Semitism in Budapest." 

Jacobson asserted how diffi
cult it is for American Jews to 
contend with and understand 
the nature of anti-Semitism as 
it exists elsewhere in the world. 
Speaking by phone during an 
out-of-town business trip, he 
said, "American Jews are the 
only Jews in modern history 
who have never needed to be 
emancipated. [In contrast], if 
you are a Jew in Budapest, you 
are a survivor of the [Holo
caust] or a child of a survivor." 

Hungary, said Jacobson, is a 
new society - one that begin in 
1989 - after years of control, ini
tially by the Nazis and later by 
the Soviets. 

On one side of the ledger, al
though the current right-wing 
government is attacking basic 
tenets of democratic society, 
those attacks are not specific to 
Jews. Jacobson said, "As much 
as we hear noise about one part 
of an anti-Semitic government, 
the government itself is not 
anti-Semitic." He added that 
Hungarian Jews differentiate 
kinds of anti-Semitism the way 
Eskimos differentiate kinds of 
snowfalls. Hungarian Jews, he 
said, most fear official, govern
ment-sponsored anti-Semitism, 
which they don't see. 

Nevertheless, Jacobson relat
ed a conversation with a friend 
from Budapest who wondered 

· whether they are fooling them
selves into believing that they 
are safer than they are. Are 
they repeating the mistakes of 
their grandparents, who contin
ued to tolerate restriction upon 

restriction until it was too late? 
How large is Hungary's Jew

ish population? Dov Ben-Shi
mon, executive director for 
strategic partnerships for the 
American Jewish Joint Dis
tribution Committee (JDC) -
which partners with the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Is
land - has visited the. Hungar
ian Jewish community, which 
he estimates at 120,000, many 
times. 

"Nearly all of lliese live in 
Budapest, but only some 20 
percent of the population is ac
tively involved in Jewish life," 
he said in an email. "The JDC 
is working with local commu
nity organizations to increase 
the participation of the unaffili
ated." 

Late last year, after Vienna's 
mayor issued a blanket invita
tion to the Jews of Budapest to 
relocate to Vienna to avoid anti
semitism, another friend of Ja
cobson's asked the U.S. ambas
sador to Hungary if they could 
expect a similar invitation from 
the U.S. When she responded 
that the U.S. government didn't 
believe the anti-Semitic threat 
warranted such a response, 
Jacobson's friend said, sotto 
voce, "That's what you told my 
grandparents." 

Although the Jewish tour 
company warned Rabbi Klein 
and others of anti-Semitism in 
Vienna during the trip's plan
ning stages, the grqup experi
enced no such problems in Vi
enna, he said. "We were never 
warned about Budapest .. . it 
was very scary." 

On the positive side, Jacobson 
spoke of a "huge resurgence on 
a grand scale" of Budapest's 
Jewish life. Two-thirds of the 
initiatives and organizations 
Dorat visited this year, he said, 
probably didn't exist a decade 
ago. 

"There's a thriving, healthy, 
vibrant, exciting Jewish life 
to be lived in Budapest," said 
Jacobson, an editorial board 
member of The Jewish Voice & 

Herald. 
With such an energetic resur

gence of Jewish life in Budapest, 
the advice of a Jewish commu
nity leader there might be the 
best approach to address' ,anti
semitism. Jacobson said that 
this individual - a good friend 
of his - recommends Jews in 
Budapest educate Hungarian 
society about Hungarian Jews 
and their celebrations. Don't 
blame, but educate, Jacobson's 
friend suggests. 

",That's how the people I know 
in Budapest are dealing [with 
life there] .... focusing on the 
opportunities they have within 
the somewhat new democratic 
life [by] celebrating being Jew
ish and doing so with zest," said 
Jacobson. "They believe the 
threats to be serious but not 
dire." 

One of the surprises for his 
group, said Rabbi Klein, was 
the Polish perspective of World 
War II. "[They] look upon [the 
war] as the Polish devastation 
and killing. Seventy percent of 
the people who lived in War
saw were killed by the end of 
the war ... some of them were 
Jews," he said. "To [the Polish 
people), it was an issue of Po
land's destruction and devasta
tion - not an issue of murdering 
theJews." 1 

Austrians, still in denial 
about their role in murdering 
Jews, consider the Holocaust a 
German problem inflicted upon 
them. That was what a woman 
at the Reform congregation in 
Vienna told the Habonim group. 

Notwithstanding the ugly 
encounter in Budapest - and 
uncharacteristically frigid 
weather - the 23-person trip, 
"was a very hard, challenging 
trip, but a very good trip," said 
Rabbi Klein. "It was extremely 
emotional and powerful" to say 
Kaddish for Harold Reisner, a 
survivor of Auschwitz/ Birke
nau and a past Habonim con
gregant, at Auschwitz/ Birke
nau. 
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ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY 
SPRING 2013 FILM/SPEAKER SERIES ON THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2013 

"Flight from the Reich: Public Actions, 
Private Lives" 
with Holocaust Historian Deborah Dwork 
Clark University 
2:00 pm :: Global Heritage Hall G01 

2013 RWU Roving Eye Film Festival presents six short films 
about the Holocaust and the Jewish experience and a discussion 
with Nicolas Greinacher, director of Vergeben t- Vergessen 
4:00 pm :: Global Heritage Hall G01 

Free and open lo the public. No tickets required. More info, contact 
401 -254-3433 or nsoukup@rwu.edu. A collaboration among the Edwin S. 
Soforenko Foundation, Roving Eye Film Festival, and RWU Spiritual Life Office. 

Contact me to review our 
Exceptional Properties 

Marketing Program 
Judy.Croyle@raveis.com 

401 .499.7541 

WILLIAM RAVEIS 
REAL EsrATE. RENTALS • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

caveis.com 

a ' 
edgemont Country Club 

131 Brown Avenue / Seekonk, MA 
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The Jewish Voice & Herald wants you to 
support its 2013 Patron Campaign! 

~ - . . . 

---~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Jewish Voice & Herald 2013 Patron Campaign 
Other$ __ _ 

Benefactor $1 ,000 

Sustainer $500 
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Edrtor-1n-d11el $100 
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Street ______________________ _ 
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Phone ________ Email, _____________ _ 
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Card BIiiing Address, _____________________________________ _ 
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This is what the paper 
might look like without 

your support. 
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The winner is ... Bonnie Sel<eres 

. . 

. . . 

Bonnie Sekeres greets 
people by name, with a 

warm smile, and a "how are 
you?" She generates vital
ity and a sincere interest in 
people. 

Highly motivated to make 
Shalom Housing, Inc., the 
best possible environment for 

residents , 
B o nni e 
has mas
terfull y 
guided the 
co mmu
nity since 
1979 as its 
exec uti ve 
dir ec tor . 
That Sha

Hous
ing is a safe, 
healthy and 

pleasant environment is ates
tament to her ability. 

Bonnie's imprint is every
where at Shalom. Her grant
writing skills benefit the 
residents with special out
ings; most noteworthy are 
the beautifully landscaped 

grounds and the dynamic 
wind turbine simultaneously 
generating energy and fi scal 
savings. 

Bonnie developed Rhode Is
land's first social ser vice pro
gram for senior housing - the 
Resident Service Coordinator 
Program - that was imple
mented nationally. She repre
sented Rhode Island national
ly at "Leading Age," serving 
as a delegate to the Rhode 
Island Long Term Care Coor
dinating Council, and chair
ing the Rhode Island Lt. Gov
ernor's "Hospital Discharge 
Planning Work Group." 

With colleagues at the Jew
. ish Seniors Agency of Rhode 
Island, Bonnie helped devel
op plans for an assisted liv-

ing facility: Tamarisk, now 
10-year s-old. 

There is another side to Bon
nie. A self-described theater 
buff, Bonnie has immensely 
enjoyed singing, dancing and 
acting for 39 year s in the an
nual Providence Journal Fol
lies, a fundraiser for the Jour
nal's scholarship fund. 

Love of visual and perfor
mance arts allows Bonnie to 
engage her zest for life. These 
joys take a back seat to the 
sheer delight, pride and love 
Bonnie evidences for her fam
ily. Married for 47 years to 
Joel Sekeres, who died earlier 
this year, Bonnie holds dear 
her sons and daughters-in
law, and her four wonderful 
grandchildren. 

A huge "thanl< you" to our advertisers! 
· .. jKIT.CHENfa~;9 .... 

CO NTEMPORARY COMFORT CUI SINE 

Dinner for two at KitchenBar 
Get your taste buds going at www.kitchenbarri.com 

.. . . . . . . . . . 
.. 
• 

. . . . . . . . . 

101 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Hair styling at Studio 101 
Go to www.studio101ri.com to 

imagine the possibilities! · 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• 

• ., A personal training session with 
• freedom Derek Allamby of Freedom Fitness RI 
• FITNESS RI lnduding a free evaluation, one hour 
: of fitness training and a home fitness pack. 

• 
• '-.~ : 
. ~ l\. 
~ 

A "Delicious" spa treatme(lt at 
Alayne White Spa in 
Providence or Bristol 

Check it out at www.alaynewhite. 
com ... sounds so yummy! 

I 

• ·························-........ .. 
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Second-place winner: Lisa l(otlen 

Lisa Kotlen serves as vice president 
and adult education chairperson 
of Temple Shalom in Middletown. 

Passionate about learning and giving 
back to her congregation, she is a regu
lar presence at the synagogue. 

She is also a full-time caregiver for her 
brother, Richard, to honor her mother's 
dying wish that she care for him; she 
moved back to Rhode Island from her 
home in California. She always puts his 
needs before hers and is uncondition
ally dedicated to him. She is the only one 
in her family who can take her brother 
for medical treatment in Boston two or
three times each week, as the rest of her 
family lives far away. 

Lisa leads interfaith Seders at differ
ent churches and is an avid volunteer 
with the Fort Adams Trust in Newport. 
With a strong belief in tikkun olam (re-

pairing the world), she tries to practice 
it every day and has inspired others to 
do so as well. 

She lives on a strict budget and does 
not allow herself any luxuries such as 
manicures or massages. This would be a 
truly wonderful gift for a well-deserved 
friend. We know that Lisa would wel
come and enjoy a Day of Decadence. 

LISA KOTLEN'S NOMINATIONS 
came from Rev. James P. Boardman II, 
VFW State Commander; Rabbi Marc and 
Barbara Jagolinzer of Temple Shalom 
and Mickie and Gerry MacNeill. 

THE RUE DE L'ESPOIR restaurant 
in Providence will give Lisa Kotlen a $50 
gift certificate. _ ........... 

Having given so much to 
so many through her work at 
Shalom Housing and to the 
entire Rhode Island senior 
community, it would be love
ly to honor Bonnie Sekeres, 
of Barrington, with a Day of 
Decadence . 

BONNIE SEKERES' NOMI
NATION came from Joan 
Wallack, resident service co
ordinator at Shalom Apart
ments. 

The Day of Decadence 
judges faced a "good news/ 
better news" story when 
they sat down to judge the 
nearly two dozen entries 
submitted for The Jewish 
Voice & Herald's Day of Dec
adence competition. 

The good news, of course, 
is that there are so · many 
women in our community 
who deserve a Day of Deca
dence, courtesy of the ad
vertisers featured on this 
page. 

The better news? There 
are so many women in our 
community who deserve a 
Day of Decadence. 

The judges, however, were 
required to channel the wis
dom of Solomon to choose 
one first-place winner. The 
task was so challenging 

. that they also named a sec
ond-place winner. 

The Day of Decadence 
judges - Karen Borger, Ar
thur Norman and Tricia 
Stearjy - did yeoman's ser
vice in selecting Bonnie 
Sekeres, of Barrington, as 
the winner and Lisa Kot
len, of Middletown, as the 
second-place winner. 

In the ideal world, all 
these women would receive 
a day or more of decadent 
indulgences. The Voice & 
Herald thanks all those who 
nominated their spouses, 
sisters, mothers, friends or 
colleagues. All the women 
who agreed to have their 
story published appear in 
these pages. Space con
straints required us to in
clude abbreviated versions 
of many submissions. 

We hope all mothers have 
a very happy Mother's Day. 

Stay tuned to future is
sues of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald to read about Bon
nie Sekeres' "Day of Deca
dence." It couldn't happen 
without our advertisers' 
generous support. 

I 

• 
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PAULA GOLDBERG spends hours 
volunteering in our Jew
ish community - at The Full 
Plate, Meals on Wheels and 
Tamarisk where she leads 
several events and the occa
sional Shabbat service. 

Paula is also an afford
able seamstress to Tamarisk 
residents. An indispensible 
member of Temple Am Da
vid where she attends Shab
bat morning services, Paula 
helps with the Kiddush; often 
baking and washing dishes. 

A devoted daughter who 
visits our mother, 92, at Tam
arisk, she sees to her medical 
appointments and arranges 
for extra care. Paula never 

Hope Schachter 

HOPE SCHACHTER My sister, 
Hope Schachter, saved my 
life. There is little else I can 
say so emphatically. After 

DEB BLAZER I am pleased 
to nominate Deb Blazer, 
an extraordinary human 
being, for a Day of Deca
dence. Deb is a 'Rhode Is
land treasure, known to 
many as an amazing ko
sher caterer and provider 
of a delicious variety of 
freshly made meals. 

Deb goes far beyond ex
pectations, extending her 
immeasurable hospitality 
to care for those in need. 
This gal has a way of com
bining her energy and in
genuity to weave a bright 
quilt of family, spirituality 
and volunteerism with a 
touch of adventure and a 
lot oflove. 

I think it would make 
people happy to see this 
tireless round-the-clock 
worker getting pampered. 

FROM LOIS BLAZER 

~Mother's Day -----• 

hard-of-hearing 
community. 

JULIA GOLD For 
the past year
and-a-half, Ju
lia has taken 
extraordinary 
care of our son, 
Neko, born 
profoundly 
deaf. Before his 
birth, she was 
director of Bris
tol Community 
College's Green 

Julia Gold 

Julia has main
tained her opti
mism, activism 
and enthusiasm. 
She has become 
an excellent 
mother and re
mains a support
ive, encouraging 
wife. It has been 

Paula Goldberg 

forgets a birthday or an anni
versary. When friends or fel
low congregants are sick, she 
cooks them meals. 

FROM AMY OLSON 

facing many challenges, 
was hit by severe doldrums. 
She opened her home and her 
heart to me unconditionally; 
she also opened her wallet and 
funded me for many months. 
As a wonderful daughter, she 
has been caring for our par
ents, all while working more 
than a full-time job - helping 
people better their lives - and 
supporting her son. 

I cannot afford to treat her 
to the spa day that she de
serves; I hope she can relax 
and enjoy a special day all 
her own. 

FROM ROBIN PO!!TER 

BONNIE GOLD is a mother, wife, 
sister, daughter, event plan
ner, seamstress, artist, gar
dener, matzah ball soup maker, 
caretaker, strong and beauti
ful woman and so much more. 
Even with her busy schedule, 
she always makes time to text 
us to say, "Have a good day. I 
love you both." 

She has been a true gift to us. 
She loves us unconditionally 
even when we are too far away 
for a hug. She is the glue in 
our family, and one of the most 
amazing women we know. 

She always puts her kids, hus
band, family, friends and work 

MARRA PLUMB has a heart of gold; 
her doing for others remains 
paramount today. 

Marra has fought her battle 
with cancer with fortitude, an 
ever-present smile and a posi
tive attitude. Due to chemother
apy, she suffered a heart attack 
and she is now on disability. 

This June, she will become 
a bride for the second time. 
Her son and daughter will join 

Center. 
When we learned of Neko's 

hearing loss, Julia left her 
job to become a fulltime care 
provider. Julia has become 
Neko's advocate and an activ
ist for Rhode Island's deaf and 

Lorraine Rappoport 

LORRAINE RAPPOPORT is my wife 
of more than 40 years. She is the 
most selfless person I have ever 

Bonnie Gold 

first, before her own needs and 
desires. 

FROM BECCA TILLINGHAST AND 
EMILY GOLD 

all who look forward to this. 
In a day when "Bridezillas" 
abound, Marra, to conserve on 
expenses, pHrchased her wed
ding gown for $50 at "Tuesday 
Mornings." This speaks vol
umes about her practicality, 
good judgment and plain old 
common sense. 

FROM JOAN FOLEY . 

CINDY LITCHMAN nominated "my mother and myself for a Day of 
Decadence. May w.e celebrate love." 

FROM CINDY LITCHMAN 

Julia's leader
ship, grace and courage that 
has steadied us. 

I can't think of a more de
serving candidate. 

FROM JONATHAN GOLD 

met, raising two fine sons and 
still making the time to volun
teer for Hadassah, on both the 
state and national levels. 

I am proud to say that we are 
expecting our first grandchild 
at the end of August or early 
September, and this new "Bub
bie," deserves to be pampered, 
as she and I will be making 
many trips to the West Coast. 
Thank you for considering my 
wife. 

FROM HARVEY RAPPOPORT 

NinaMackta 

I, NINA MACKTA, have been a so
cial worker. for more than 30 
years. I raised my two children, 
who are now both college-edu
cated, by taking on second jobs 
throughout my career. 

I have also been the on-call 
mom for many URI students 
who were my children's friends. 
I made holiday meals for them 
when they were not able to trav-
el home. · 

I still work a second job as 
the "spice gypsy" selling gour
met spices at our local farm
ers' market. Did I also mention 
moving to five different states 
while my husband completed 
his Ph.D.? 

I'd love a day just for me to re
lax. 

FROM NINA MACKTA 

APRIL 26, 2013 
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Paula Bodo 

PAULA BODO is a spirited, 
hard-working, generous 
woman. For 20 · years, she 
hastaughthundredsofboys 
and girls how to read or 
chant their Torah portion. 
Paula lavishes patience, 
humor and encouragement 
upon her students. She is 
widely regarded among 
Jewish educators and fami
lies as someone who has the 
uncanny ability to inspire 
young teens to "hang in" 
with their studies. 

She is always actively in
volved in at least one mitz
vah project in her personal 
life. Paula was one of the 
earliest supporters of Com
munity MusicWorks in 
Providence. 

She truly lives the pre
cepts of her Judaism. 

FROM DEBBIE WALDMAN 

. .,~· . .;;/:!.>- '.'°"',. 

-
.,,' '; i.""" 

•.,j . ..-;~ 

' : - 1 

' 

• t 111 '1 .,, .. 
Debra Shapiro 

DEBRA SHAPIRO I would like 
to nominate my wife, Debra 
Shapiro! As a wife, mother 
to two fantastic boys (and 
three dogs!), mother-in-law, 
co-worker, grandmother to 
five (dogs!), sister and daugh
ter, she has ably filled each 
of these shoes to the best of 
her ability. 

She enjoys the occasional 
finer points of life, such as a 
spa treatment, gym workout, 
hair styling and dinner! She 
deserves it. But her 'greatest 
weakness ... peanut M&M's! 

You have to ask her about 
her greatest canine love ... 
her Brady! She'll talk your 
ear off about her third son, 
even if he does have four 
legs! 

FROM JOSEPH SHAPIRO 

• • • • 
·• 
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ADayofD ence 

Cynthia Yoken 

CYNTHIA (CINDY) YOKEN is filled 
with energy, savvy, elan, 
spunk and altruism. She de
serves to be named Mother -of
the Century. 

She volunteers for all sorts 
of causes. She mentors, tutors, 

IRINA KHAYKIN is a most deserv
ing candidate. 

The most important per son 
in Irina's life is her precious 
2½-year-old son, Adam. A sin
gle mother since Adam's birth, 
Irina has raised him with 
little help. Although finances 
are difficult, she enrolled him 
in the Alliance Early Child
hood Center. 

Irina finds time to not only 

teaches and advises - unself
ishly and enthusiastically. She 
is the quintessential friend to 
those who are elderly, sick or 
bereaved. No one is exempt 
from her care, support and 
kindness; she is a ray of bright 
sunshine. 

Henry Ward Beecher 's quote 
describes our feelings: "When 
God thought of mother, He 
must have laughed with sat
isfaction .. . so rich, so deep, 
so divine, so full of soul, and 
power and beauty were the 
conception." 

FROM MEL YOKEN AND FAMILY 

be a good mom but an up
standing community member. 
She volunteers, inchrding at 
the Alliance's kosher meal 
site. On occasion, Irina has 
paid honor to the deceased by 
becoming a guardian. 

The four indulgences would 
allow Irina time to relax and 
have people wait on her. 

FROM LYNDA GOLDITCH 

CAROLYN TICK As you so aptly 
put it, 'Ever y woman deserves 
a day of decadence and indul
gence.' And Carolyn is definite
ly a woman. She would never do 
this for herself; not in a million 
years. She would never allow 
me to do it for her. I'd never live 
down wasting our hard-earned 
cash on something so fleeting. 

In fact, the mere fact of enter
ing her in this contest toes the 
line. I presume that I'd be invit
ed to share her dinner for two. 
Nobody said I was selfless. 

FROM JED BRANDES 

Gabriella Rothman 

Mother's Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 12, 2013 

Served 10:30 am ~ 3:00 pm 
*Last seating at 2:00 pm 
~ Cash Bar Available~ 

22.99 Adults/ 11.99 Children (4-10 Years) 
* Prices listed do not include 20% Gratuity & Applicable Taxes 

Reservations are REQUIRED, and must be made through the Shrine Office ~ 401-467-7100 ext. 10 
Reservation Deadline (Space permitting): May 6, 2013 

A deposit of $50.00 {NON-REFUNDABLE) is required for parties of 4 or more Guests. 
Major credit cards accepted! 

One Rhodes Place, Cranston, RI 02905 
P: 401-467-7102- www.rishriners.com 

• 1nees 

Betty Ad ler 

BETTY ADLER is truly a woman 
of valor. She volunteers at 
the Alliance's Early Child
hood Center ever y day, rain or 

GABRIELLA ROTHMAN It's not 
that she gets up every night 
with the kids, once, usually 
twice, ever since our oldest 
son was born seven years ago. 

She works helping others 
manage their problems. She 
volunteers for our kids' school 
and rearranges her schedule 
to participate in school events, 
field trips, in-class Seders. 

She does them with the 
warmest smile, with love 

shine and comes to us with a 
smile on her face. Teachers, 
parents and children all adore 
her. Betty is selfless, kind and 
caring; she is ver y patient and 
loving towards all people. She 
never stops doing for others. 

We are so fortunate to have 
her as our community vol
unteer since she brings so 
much joy to all those around 
her. We could not think of a 
more deserving woman in our 
community. 

FROM NICOLE KATZMAN AND ECC 
STAFF 

and grace. A woman of valor 
whose value is beyond pearls, 
whose husband's heart relies 
on her, with the lesson of her 
kindness on her tongue, who 
can find? We can - Gabriella 
Rothman's husband, her chil
dren, her friends, her commu
nity. 

FROM ANDREW PESSIN 

BREAKFAST DISPLAY 
Scrambled Eggs ~ Assorted Quiche ~ Crispy Bacon 

Breakfast Sausage ~ Corned Beef Hash 
Assorted Breakfast Pastries ~ Fresh Fruit Salad 

Cinnamon French Toast 
Belgian Waffles Served with Whipped Cream, Assorted Fruit 

Toppings, Chocolate Sauce, & Walnuts 
Assorted Fruit Juices ~Milk~ Coffee, 

Decaffeinated Coffee, & Tea 

SALAD DISPLAY 
Asso rted Fresh Greens and an array ofToppings & Dressings 

Assorted Fresh Breads & Rolls 

CARVING STATION 
Prime Rib of Beef with Me riot Mushroom Sauce & Au Jus 

BUFFET STATION 
Crab Stuffed Sole with Lobster Sauce 

Rosemary Marinated Pork-loin with Dijon Sauce 
Chicken & Broccoli tossed with Roasted Peppers 

and Olives in a White Wi ne Sauce 
Rice PIiaf ~ Mashed Potatoes~ Spring Vegetable Medley 

DESSERT STATION 
Assorted Gourmet Desserts 
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BY NANCY ABESHAUS 
Contributing Writer 

PROVIDENCE - Fans of the 
popular new PBS television se
ries, "Call the Midwife," might 
be interested to learn about an
other valuable support service 
available for mothers-to-be in 
Rhode Island: a doula. 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

A doula (pronounced du-la) is 
a nonmedical, professional labor 
assistant trained and experi
enced in childbirth. Most often 
female (although there are male 
doulas), a doula provides infor
mation, emotional support and 
nonclinical physical assistance 
to women before, during and af
ter childbirth. 

L,Mother's Day] 
.. 

Call - or text - the doula 
Merav Minkin, a birth doula, assists women before, during and after birth 

pregnancy, childbirth and par
enting; labor support throughout 
labor and childbirth; a couple of 
hours of support immediately af
ter birth; breastfeeding support 
(Minkin is a certified lactation 
counselor); one hospital visit and 
a postpartum visit at home. 

From 38 weeks gestation unW 
the baby is born - naturally, by 
induction or by cesarean - she is 
on call 24/7 for her clients. 

"I am a continuing presence 
for the mother-to-be and her 
partner," said Minkin. 

That's a reassuring thought 
for any family. 

Just ask Katherine "Katie" 
Silberman. In 2009, she and her 
husband, Bryan Knapp, and 
their young son moved to Rhode 
Island from St. Louis, Mo. One 
week later, Silberman learned 
she was pregnant. "I was in a 
strange new place with no [fam
ily] doctors," said Silberman, 
"but I knew I wanted to try natu
ral childbirth - that was my plan 
A." 

APRIL 26, 2013 

The good news: When it's time 
for a woman in Rhode Island to 
call the doula, it's a local call. 
Merav Minkin, a member of our 
Jewish community, is a trained 
and experienced birth doula 
in her own Providence-based, 
private practice. She is also co
president of the Rhode Island 
Birth Network, a nonprofit state
wide organization that provides 
resources and information for 
women and families during 
pregnancy, birth and the post
partum period. 

Minkin assisted Silberman 
with the birth of her second 
child. "Even though I'd already 
been through childbirth, every 
birth is different and it is deeply 
comforting to have a knowledg
able, calm friend with you," said 
Silberman, who also retained 
a doula for her first son's birth. 
She believes having a doula is es
sential, especially for a natural 
childbirth. 

Merav Minkin looks on at new mother Kat ie Silberman 
and her newborn son, Haven, in March 2010. 

What can you expect from 
a doula when you are expect
ing? Typically retained by the 
family anytime from a positive 
pregnancy test to days before 

"A doula stays with you dur
ing a delivery. The nurses are in 

doula has experience with this, 
she added. "Merav, in particular, 
is so warm and caring, and her 
presence is so comforting," said 
Silberman. 

Although Rhode Is
land does not require 
certification for prac
ticing doulas, Minkin 
is trained and certified 
through Doulas of North 
America, International 
(DONA), the largest 
doula association in the 
world. 

MERAY MINKIN 

In January 2010, birth doula Merav Minkin snuggles Hazel Robinson, t he 

Since completing her 
training in February 
2008, she has attended 
more than 150 births 
- in hospitals across 
Rhode Island (Women 
& Infants, Memorial 
and Kent), as well as 
in her clients' homes. 
Minkin is a birth doula; 
there are also postpar
tum doulas that provide 
mothers with emotional 
and practical support 
during the postpartum 
period. 

For the mother of three 
daughter of Claire and Tom Robinson . 

the birth, Minkin offers services and out; the doctor shows up just 
that include a complimentary when you're ready to give birth," 
interview with the mother-to-be said Silberman. "You're left 
(and her partner, if applicable); alone in a labor room with your 
two or three prenatal visits; ac- husband; a man can't possibly 
cess to Minkin's lending library understand what to do, especial
of books and videos relating to ly with a first baby. It's scary." A 

children, the birth of her 
second son inspired Minkin to 
become a doula. "My son's birth 
was such an empowering birth 
experience and I wanted to help 
women have a [similar] experi
ence," said Minkin. She is now 
pursuing a nursing degree with 

plans to continue her studies 
and become a certified nurse 
midwife. 

For the dad or partner, 
Minkin's presence is a comfort 
- and often a relief. "It's great 
to have someone knowledgable 
there," said Minkin. "Often dads 
feel responsible, yet anxious and 

"I FEEL l'VE 
found what I was 
meant to do on this 
earth." 

queasy at the thought of the im
pending birth." When Minkin 
arrives at her client's home or 
hospital room, she often hears 
from the dad, "I'm so glad you're 
here!" It's an intense time for all 
and very important that dads or 
partners are included in the ex
perience, she added. 

When the time arrives, Minkin 
goes where the mom goes. "Some 
moms want me to come to their 
home and do labor support unW 
they go to the hospital; others 
call me from the hospital and I 
meet them there," said Minkin. 

An Orthodox Jew, Minkin 

serves Jewish and non-Jewish 
clients in her doula practice. 
Guidelines from her rabbi en
able her to navigate around any 
restrictions imposed by Jewish 
law, such as attending births on 
Shabbat or Jewish holidays. 

"When I am doing my work as 
a doula, I feel I've found what I 
was meant to do on this earth," 
said Minkin. "Getting to know 
a woman and helping her navi
gate her birth plan is a reward
ing privilege." It's a miracle to 
witness a birth every time, she 
added. 

NANCY ABESHAUS (nabe
shaus@cox.net) is a contribut
ing writer. 

MERAY MINKIN: 440-5445 or 
eastsidedoula@gmail.com. 

RHODE ISLAND BIRTH 
NETWORK: ribirth.net 

DONA: dona.org or 888-788-
3662. 

THIS IS ONE of an occasional 
series of business profiles, some 
of which advertise with The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 
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JCDSRl's experiential learning fosters superior test results 

New England Common 

Assessment Program 
(NECAP) Scores 

Grades 3-5 

Jewish Community Day School 
of RI 

• ,c·nrnn11an ity 
, ... ·hn,11 

State of RI 

Percentage students proficient or proficient with distinction 

Reading: 94% 70% 

Math: 83% 62% 

Writing (grade 5 only): 100% 60% 

Our Rouse is Always Open! 
It's never too early ... Schedule y_our visit today; \ 

• Dynamic & 

nurturing 
teacher-student 

relationships 

• Progressive 
dual language 
curriculum 

•Academic 
excellence 
strengthened 

by character 
education 

• Grades Pre-K - 5 

8STaftAvenue, Providence, RI02906 • 401-7S1-8470 • www.jcdsri.org • info@jcdsri.org 
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Mothers Circle's blessings are even richer at Mother's Day 
Ruth, Naomi, Sarah, Miriam and Asenath are powerful examples for us 

BY KIT HASPEL 
khaspel@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - A few years 
ago when Mothers Circle sent 
Mother's Day cards to its partici
pants, the response of one wom
an was particularly touching: 
"[Mother's Day] is especially 
sweet ... because I feel like I am 
celebrating being the mother of a 
Jewish child in addition to being 
a mother!" 

This is the blessing of Moth
ers Circle - women who are not 
Jewish themselves give the Jew
ish community the gift of raising 
their children as Jews. This gift, 
one that should be celebrated, 
also should be reciprocated. 

That leads me to thinking 
about what we, using our heri
tage, can give these women (in 
addition to our appreciation). 
To begin, we can be like Naomi 
in her relationship with Ruth 

and offer acceptance. The much 
quoted line, "Whither thou goest 
I will go" (often read at wedding 
ceremonies by couples, many of 
whom don't realize that Ruth 
was speaking not to her hus
band but to her mother-in-law) 
is what these women are saying 
to us. They are not necessarily 
joining us in becoming Jewish 
themselves, but they are taking 
a Jewish journey with their chil
dren. Let us welcome them on 
their path. 

Then there is Sarah's generos
ity. As the legend goes, she kept 
her tent open on all sides in or
der to welcome travelers from 
every direction. May we also al
ways have the flaps of our tents 
wide open so that it is easy for all 
members of the "mixed multi
tude" to join our community. 

We sometimes talk about the 
bravery of Miriam, who was 

Are you a Jewish 
woman who is an 

entrepreneur, a social 
activist, an agent 

for change? 

If you hold any professional 
position and you're a 
Jewish woman, you 

should advertise so we can 
celebrate you. Promote 

your best asset - You - in 
the May 24 Jewish Women 
in Business Issue. Reserve 
your ad space by May 15. 

To advertise in this special 
section, call Tricia Stearly 
at421-4111,ext. 160,or 

Karen Borger at 529-2538. 

able to approach the Pharaoh's 
daughter to offer her mother as 
a wet-nurse for Moses. But what 
about the bravery of the Pha
raoh's daughter, who took it upon 
herself to raise a Hebrew child, 
whom her father had explicitly 
ordered be killed? Without this 
non-Jewish woman, what would 
have become of Moses? And 
then where would we be? 

And, finally, I think about 
Asenath, wife of Joseph, mother 

of Ephraim and Manesseh. This 
non-Israelite woman managed 
to raise two boys who were so 
righteous that we pray every 
Shabbat for our sons to be just 
like them. Perhaps there is a 
modern-day Asenath among the 
mothers in Mothers Circle; they 
are certainly giving it their best 
effort. 

I wish a Happy Mother's Day to 
all mothers everywhere, Jewish 
and not, with a special "thank 

you" to those in our community 
who, though not Jewish them
selves, are giving us the gift of 
raising Jewish children. 

KIT HASPEL (khaspel@sha
lomri.org), director of inter
faith outreach at the Alliance, 
coordinates Mothers Circle, 
created by the Jewish Outreach 
Institute and sponsored locally 
by the Alliance. 

Mothers in conflict zones 
show remarkable courage 

Give your mom an 'outside-the-box' gift and help mothers in need 

NEW YORK - This is what we 
know about mothers in conflict 
zones: They are strong, protec
tive, loving and brave. In times of 
crisis, they are the first to gather 
their young to shield them from 
harm. And they are the first to 
begin the task of rebuilding. 

To support these mothers and 
their families this Mother's Day, 
the International Rescue Com
mittee offers charitable gift ideas 
called "Rescue Gifts," which can 
help mothers in conflict zones 
around the world protect their 

Make your 
mother's day 

brunch or dinner 
reservations 

Mother's Love 
The Rue 

Rue De L'Espoir 
american bistro cooking 

open daily breakfast , lunch , dinner 
99 Hope St. Prov. RI 02906 
info/reservations 751-8890 

www.therue.com 

RESCUE GIFTS 
Chantable gifts that sa"e INes. 

VIEW ALL 

GIVE 
BY CAUSE 

young and rebuild their commu
nities, while shoppers express 
love and gratitude for the moth
ers in their lives. 

• A Community Cash Box: 
$90 

In places like the Ivory Coast, 
women come together to save 
any spare change they have to 
support one another's dreams. 
They save it in a community 
cash box; when they have saved 
enough, a woman can take a 
loan out of the box to start her 
own business - perhaps a small 
grocery store, hair salon or tai
lor shop - and then begin to re
pay that loan to fund another 
woman's entrepreneurial goals. 

• A Refugee Farmers' Mar
ket Kit: $135 

In the United States, where 
refugee women are restarting 
their lives and building their 
children's futures , a refugee 
farmer participating in the IRC's 
New Roots agriculture program 
can use the kit, complete with a 
table, chalkboard, wooden boxes 
and baskets, to help her bring 
her produce to market and earn 

her livelihood. 
• Full Year of School: $52 
This program provides tuition, 

books and supplies for one young 
girl's schooling for a year in a 
country recovering from war. 

• A Safe Delivery: $24 
This program ensures criti

cal supplies and assistance that 
makes childbirth safer and hap
pier for both mother and baby. 

• Women's Small Business 
Training: $192 

This program helps hardwork
ing women get the training and 
advice they need to turn their 
ideas into assets. 

Moms will receive a personal
ized card in tfie mail or an e-card 
describing how their "Rescue 
Gift" contributes to vital sup
plies and services for vulnerable 
people. 

Rescue Gifts are good options 
for the socially conscious or eco
logically minded mother or gift
giver; last-minute shoppers can 
shop right up until Mothers' Day 
and not be late! 

VISIT: rescueorg/gifts. 
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Delicious brunch recipes from 'Simply_More Delicious' 
It's time to get the kids into the kitchen 

8Y NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Miriam Hospital Women's Association, 
which will hold its annual luncheon meeting on May 29, at Ledge
mont Country Club in Seekonk, Mass., had published, in 2009, "Sim
ply More Delicious." 

The cookbook has some delicious looking recipes, some of which 
could be made by the littlest family members, with some adult su
pervision. 

After all, what could be better than having your children or teens 
take over the food shopping and preparation? There's no time like 
the present - so get those kids started cooking. Dads, uncles, zaydes: 
Mother's Day is the perfect time to give the woman or women in your 
life a delectably delicious brunch. 

Here are two sweet and two savory recipes to sample! 

Baked French toast 

Note: You must start this the night before you want to eat it! 

INGREDIENTS 

1 loaf French bread 
3eggs 
3 tablespoons sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2¼ cups milk 
½ cup flour 
6 tablespoons dark brown 

METHOD 
Grease 13x9-inch pan. Di

agonally cut bread into 1-~ch 
pieces and place m baking 
dish. Set aside. 

In a medium bowl, lightly 
beat eggs, sugar and vanill_a 
extract; stir in milk until 
blended. Pour mixture over 
bread in pan, turning slices 
to coat well. Cover and refrig
erate overnight. 

Preheat oven to 375. In a 
small bowl, combine flour, 

sugar 
½ teaspoon cinnamon 
¼ cup butter 
1 cup fresh or frozen blue-

berries 
1 cup sliced strawberries 

brown sugar and cinnamon. 
Cut in butter until mixture 
resembles coarse cNllllbS. 
Turn bread slices over in pan. 

Scatter blueberries over 
bread and sprinkle evenly 
with crumb mixture. 

Bake 40 minutes or until 
golden brown. 

Cut into squares and top 
with sliced strawberries. 

Makes 4 to 6 servings. 

Country breakfast casserole 

INGREDIENTS 
3 cups frozen shredded hash 

brown potatoes 
1 cup shredded Cheddar or 

Monterey Pepper Jack cheese 
½ cup sliced mushrooms 
¼ cup diced tomatoes 
¼ cup diced red or green 

bell pepper 

M ETHOD 
Preheat oven to 350. Spray 

2-quart square baking dish. 
Arrange potatoes evenly in 
the bottom of the dish. Light
ly saute mushrooms and bell 
peppers. 

Sprinkle potatoes with 
cheese, mushrooms, bell 
peppers, tomatoes and green 
onion. 

In medium mixing bowl, 
combine eggs, milk, salt, pep
per, basil and_ paprika. Pour 
egg mixture over potato mix
ture. 

¼ cup sliced green onion 
4 eggs, beaten 
1 (12 ounce) can evaporated 

milk 
1 teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon basil 
½ teaspoon paprika 

Dish may be covered and 
refrigerated at this point for 
several hours or overnight. 

Bake uncovered for 40 - 45 
minutes (or 55 - 60 minutes if 
made ahead and chilled) un
til center appears set. 

Let stand 5 minutes before 
serving. 

Recipe may be doubled and 
cooked in a 13x9-inch casse
role. 

Makes 6 servings. 

Lemon ricotta cheese griddle cakes 
. fr m Rue De L'Espoir Restaurant on Hope Street in Provu:lence. 

A recipe o 

INGREDIENTS 

10 eggs separated 
•;, cup butter, melted 
2 ½ cups ricotta cheese 
,1, teaspoon vanilla extract 
¾ cup flour 
•;, teaspoon salt 
lemon zest 

METHOD 
whites until they form glossy _peaks Set aside. 

Beat egg 1k lted butter ricotta cheese and va
Fold together egg yo s,tmebowl whisk together flour, sugar, 

nilla extract. In a separa e , 

salt and lemon zesttul. . corporate dry ingredients into wet 
With rubber spa a, m 

ingredients. - b tt 
Gently fold whipped egg whites mto a _er. 

- ·th getable oil cooking spray. 
Spray saute pan w1 akve iddle cakes in the saute pan, being 
On medium heat, m e gr 

careful not to overcrowd the pan. 

Tomato quiche 

p METHOD INGREDIENTS 
1 9-inch pie crust 
2 large ripe tomatoes, cut into 

½-inch slices 
¼ cup flour 
salt to tas.te 

reheat oven to 425. Bake pie crust for 8 . 
~ower oven to 375. Dip tomato slices in :;:,mutes. Cool. 

with salt and pepper Saute quickl . . ur seasoned 
oil and drain on pap~r towel. Y ma small amount of 

Arrange olives and all but 2 tables oons of . 
freshly ground pepper to taste 

fM' oil 
on ¼bottom of pie crust Add .1 P scallions 
toes. · Provo one and then toma-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

½ cup sliced black olives 
1 cup minced scallions, divided 
3 slices provolone cheese 

Stir eggs and Chedd h · 
pour into pie crust. ar c _ eese mto heavy cream and 

2 eggs, lightly beaten 
1 cup grated Cheddar cheese 
1 cup heavy cream 

Bake for 40-45 minutes or until fillin . 
brown. g is set and 

g~~r~lnune reumteainib· 1!,g scallions on top, if desired. 
s e,ore servmg. 

Makes 6 servings. 

LOVEIN ACUP 

wayland sq I providence chapel view I cranston 

www.teasandjavas.com I brought to you by Alex and Ani, LLC 
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ONE Jewish world, intertwined and interconnected 
From Page 1 

to Cuba except for certain hu
manitarian, religious, cultural 
and educational purposes. 

The first practicing Jews in 
Cuba were American expatri
ates who came following the 
Spanish-American War (mostly 
for economic opportunities), 
then Sephardic Jews from Tur
key (mainly men escaping the 
army), and then Ashkenazi . 
Jews (mostly from Poland es
caping pogroms and others 
fleeing Eastern Europe). Rep
resenting a variety of cultural 
and linguistic groups, many of 
these Jews had hoped to reach 
the United States. By the 1950s, 
many were wealthy; most had 
comfortable lives. In 1959, Cu
ba's more than 15,000 Jews had 
educational, social and cultural 
institutions such as Jewish 
schools, newspapers and phil
anthropic organizations. 

Soon after Castro came to 
power, more than 90 percent of 
Cuba's Jews left. Initially most 
supported the Revolution, but 
as the government seized busi- _ 
nesses, Jews began to leave. By 
the 1980s, few Jews kept up re
ligious practices on the island. 
In 1992, a dental surgeon named 
Jose Miller requested and re
ceived JDC assistance. Other 
Jewish organizations also pro
vided support; over the years, 
the community became a show
case for Jewish rebirth and re
newal. Though economically 
needy, the community of about 
1,500 Jews today is rich in Jew-

► 

ish culture and religious life. 
The Patronato, built pre

Revolution by Cuba's wealthi
est Jews (the "patrons" of the 
community), is Cuba's largest 
synagogue and the center for 
Jewish life. After the Jews left 
Cuba, the Patronato fell into 
disrepair and, after 30 years of 
cultural amnesia, only a few el
derly Jews knew how to daven 
when the community sought 
help from the JDC; that support 
restored the synagogue, with 
impressive modernist archi
tecture, to its former grandeur. 
There are Shabbat and week
day services, a computer cen
ter, a video screening room, a 
vibrant Hebrew School with 100 
children and 70 adults, a youth 
center, a summer camp for 
youth and adults, a kesher pro
gram and social aid, and many 
other programs together with 
social activities. JDC-funded 

. vans gather Jews to attend ser
vices and simchas, including 
bar and bat mitzvah ceremo
nies (11 planned for 2013); they 
celebrate all the holidays and 
hosted 200 people at this year's 
Seder, and 400 at the Hanukkah 
party where Raoul Castro lit 
the first candle. 

We enjoyed Friday night ser
vices led by two engaging, ac
complished young adults and 
joined the congregation for a 
Shabbat dinner of chicken and 
vegetables. Although Havana 
has a kosher butcher, beef is 
rationed; even chicken is in 
short supply. For that reason, 
Shabbat dinner is sometimes 

Does your business offer 
advice for the high school 
graduate;; ,college planning 

,I~ •f C resoµrces or g1 ts .LOr 
grasfpates of all ages? 

Don't miss advertising in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald's May 10 

Teens & Graduation Issue. 
Reserve your ad space by May 1. 

the only real pro
tein that some 
families have all 
week. Through 
the JDC, the com
munity distrib
utes powdered 
milk to children 
in religious 
school. 

We met Adela 
Dworin who pre
sides over the Pa
tronato and the 
Jewish commu
nity. The former 
librarian of the 
Patronato's col
lection of 15,000 
books, she gave 
up her legal ca
reer to dedicate 
herself to pre
serving Cuban 
Jewish memory. 
Dworin, who vis
its the U.S. occa
sionally, always 
returns, as she 
said, "It is impor
tant to strength
en the Jewish 
community." -- Cuba Mission chair Mitzi Berkelhammer, Cindy Feinstein and 

Dworin greets 
every Jewish 
group that visits 

Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow visit Jose Fuster's neigborhood, dubbed "Fusterlandia." 

the Patronato, 
where foreign tourists and lo
cal Cuban Jews intersect and 
interact. She proudly told us 
that, at her invitation, Fidel 
Castro once came to meet with 
the Jewish community on the 
last day of Hanukkah. He spoke 
before a mesmerized crowd for 

nearly an hour. She assured us, 
as did others we met, that no 
anti-Semitism exists in Cuba. 

We even visited a govern
ment-owned, Jewish-themed 
hotel called Hotel Rachel. Young 
adults are proud to be Jewish, 
and security is not a concern. 
The government permits Jew-

ish young adults to participate 
in Birthright and March of the 
Living; this summer, 45 teens 
will visit Israel for the Maccabi 
Games. 

The Patronato also houses 
the community's pharmacy, 

CUBA I 27 

' Mutual Engineering 
Service Co. 

Gas Heating Specialists 
Conversions From Oil to Gas 
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Cuba mission participants gather at the Patronato Synagogue and Community Cen
ter, where they celebrated Shabbat and havdalah services with the community. 

CUBA offers fascinating insights 
From Page 26 

founded in 1992 by Rosa Behar, a gas
troenterologist, and her daughter, who 
holds a doctorate in pharmacy and lives 
in the U.S. Behar supervises the phar
macy, a small room with shelves piled 
high and deep with all kinds of medi
cines and medical supplies. Each of us 
had packed a large stash of pharmacy 
supplies - from vitamins, syringes, Desi
tm and powdered milk to antibiotics and 
adult diapers. Medicine is often in short 
supply in Cuba, so Behar distributes it as 
needed to the community. Although her 
parents moved to Israel years ago, she 
stayed in Cuba, where she is needed. We 
heard many similar stories of fractured 
families , with young people moving to 
Israel, and then often to the U.S. 

At the Centro Sefaradi, Myra Levy, 
whose _parents came from Turkey, said 
that different synagogues address dif
ferent needs, and they all work together. 
They also have Shabbat dinner and a 
Kiddush following Saturday services. 
For some, Levy said, "It's the best meal 
of the week." 

Community members freely patronize 
both the Patronato and the Sephardic 
Center, which has a senior day care cen
ter, where 67 adults receive meals and 
enjoy activities such as Tai Chi, potte~y 
and films. 

Many Jews have intermarried; in a 
surprising twist, today, the non-Jewish 
spouses usually wish to convert to Ju
daism. For the past 22 years, an Argen
tinean rabbi visits Cuba every couple of 
months to perform conversions and wed
dings under a huppah. Last December, 
he performed 27 weddings and 93 con
versions. 

We enjoyed havdalah at the Patronato 
after a spirited demonstration of Israeli 
folk dancing. With lights darkened, 
we stood in a circle and swayed as we 

blessed the wine, spice box and braided 
candle. We"'sang in unison and wished 
one another a shavua tov, a good week. 
There were no faces , only voices, all 
singing together. 

The voices of Cuban Jews are all work
ing_ toward becoming one community, 
while preserving their past; what they 
share is deeper and stronger than any 
differences. There is hope, vitality, in
tensity and cohesiveness in this com
munity. Perhaps that was the most sig
nificant and lasting "take away" of our 
mission, one that we can use right here 
in Rhode Island, right now. We began as 
a diverse group of individuals who then 
shared a powerful, impactful experience 
as Jewish women; thousands of miles 
from our local Rhode Island community, 
we bonded with - and grew to respect 
and care deeply for - each other along 
the way. 

While not financially successful, many 
Cuban Jews are highly educated physi
cians, engineers and lawyers; these· in
dividuals have become the community's 
leaders. We saw many responsible, com
mitted, powerful Jewish women leaders 
who exhibited different models of com
munity leadership; each had a sense of 
ownership and pride. In the next 20 to 
30 years, strong, young adults will as
sume their roles. Whether they remain 
in Cuba or emigrate, it will not matter. 
The JDC and other organizations are 
rescuing one Jew _at a time, all around 
the world, and each one will enrich the 
global Jewish community wherever 
their future lies. As a JDC sign at its 
New York office proclaims, "There is 
only one Jewish world, intertwined and 
interconnected." 

SUSAN LEACH DEBLASIO 
(sdeblasio@apslaw.com), is a vice chair 
of the Alliance board and an editorial 
board member of The Voice & Herald. 

DUNKIN' DONUTS CENTER
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Additional fees may apply. 
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Ron Taffel, Ph.D., offers practical parenting techniques 
Raising children in the 21st century 

BY: KENDRA LOLIO 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "There are 
no real miracles in child-rear
ing, but there 
is incremen
tal change," 
said Dr. Ron 
Taffel, par
enting spe
cialist, at a 
community
wide par
enting fo
rum. 

With a 
doctorate 
in clinical 
psychol
ogy from 
New York 
Univer
sity and 
decades 
of writ
ing and 
speaking about parenting, 
Taffel ably led a discussion with 
a group of some 100 parents and 
teachers at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. The Jewish Family 
Service and other communal 
agencies - Shalom Family, the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island, Congregation 
Agudas Achim, Congregation 
Beth Sholom, Temple Am Da
vid and Temple Torat Yisrael -
sponsored the program. 

As the young pare_nt of a 
nearly 2-year-old daughter, I 
could relate each of Taffel's 
techniques to raising my own 
daughter. I had some precon
ceived notions about parent
ing seminars before the · April 
4 forum - I'd expected a dull, 
long-winded, scientific explana
tion for why kids do what they 
do. Instead, Taffe! had audience 
members, including me, smil
ing, nodding and laughing ap
preciatively about parenting's 
comical moments. 

Taffel's techniques are simple, 

logical and easy to remember. 
Both parenting and children, 
Taffe! reminded us, are light
years away from what they 
used to be - our children lead 

different - lives 
than we, their 
parents, once 
did; today's 
children are 
tremendously 
influenced by 
tec hnol ogy 
that didn't ex-
ist when we 
were kids. 

Discipline 
and conse
quences for 
poor behav
ior were dis
cussed at 
length. 

For disci
pline, Taffe! 
recommend

ed, "Act now, teach later." 
Recommending a "parent 

time-out" when, in the heat of 
a difficult bout with their chil
dren, parents walk away and 
separate themselves for a few 
moments to regain their com
posure. 

"When we're upset with our 
kids, nothing gets through [to 
them]," he said. Research now 
shows us that children don't 
know why we are mad when 
we attempt to discipline them 
when we are angry, he said. 
Hence, "Act now, teach later," is 
productive for both parents and 
children. 

Before punishing, Taffe! rec
ommends clearly explaining 
to the child the specific con
sequence if the undesirable 
behavior does not stop. If the 
behavior continues, stop the in
teraction, walk away and take a 
moment for yourself, if it is safe 
to leave the child alone. "Go 
back when you're both calm," 
Taffe! said quietly. "This is 

Love a rom.ance? . '• 

Rodgers& 
Hammerstein= 

clasS'ic ... 
classic= 
l<lic.aaJ 
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when you teach." 
Teaching children requires 

parents to engage children in 
discussions about what hap
pened and why, and what both 
parties can do differently next 
time. This, Taffe! said, gets our 
children to think, to become 
problem-solvers and to learn 
what we, as parents, value. 

As Emma, my daughter, is just 
beginning to enter the "terrible 
2s" with tantrums and tears, I 
found this advice particularly 
useful. Let's face it, no child is 
exempt from fit-throwing, an
gry moments. Taffel's advice is 
easy to follow and understand 
and even easier to remember 
during those moments when a 
child is falling apart. 

How do you develop a good re
lationship with your child? 

Respect them and teach them 
to respect you, said Taffe!. 

"At bedtime, tell them stories 

about yourself. Explain what 
you do for a living or what you 
did as a child," said Taffe!. "Let 
them get a 3-dimensional view 

"RESPECT THEM 
... teach them to 
respect you." 

of who you are." 
While this helps your child 

to understand more about who · 
you are, the real glory, Taffe! 
said, is that you will likely bore 
your child to sleep and elimi
nate the bedtime struggle. Bril
liant! 

As the program drew to a 
close, Taffe! emphasized the 
value of parenting seminars 
and support groups. "Don't 

wait until a tragedy strikes, or 
... a problem [arises] to join a 
community or a group," he said. 
There is great value in being a 
part of a community, for chil
dren and parents alike. "Our 
children need parents who 
want to learn more," he said. 

After having written seven 
(!) pages of notes, I left the 
seminar, inspired and excited 
to learn more, and purchased 
Taffel's book, "Childhood Un
bound." With his sense of hu
mor and logical advice, Taffe! 
helps parents become closer to 
their children through love and 
respect. 

RON TAFFEL.COM. 

KENDRA LOLIO (klo-
lio_8996@email.ric.edu), a se
nior at Rhode Island College, is 
an intern for The Jewish Voice 
&Herald. 

Are outdated electronics taking up space? 
Alliance to host a free dropoff event 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Is- ►-~-,_• 
land will host a free electronic 
waste dropoff event on Sunday, 
May 5, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., at 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 

Computers, laptops, all 
phones, mice and keyboards, 
printers, networking equip
ment, cables, monitors, stereo 
equipment, televisions, micro
waves and other electronic gad
gets regardless of age or condi
tion, as well as lead batteries of 
any size, type or shape will be 
accepted for dropoff. 

Help keep unwanted equipment out of our landfills. 

A $10 disposal fee is charged mattresses or any hazardous 
for mini-fridges, household air materials such as paint and 
conditioners and dehumidifi-
ers. 

The Alliance will not ac
cept any type of light bulb or 
single-use disposable batteries, 

firearms. 
The Alliance is collaborating 

with Indie Cycle, LLC, which 
has a zero landfill policy and is 
a partner of Good Point Recy-

ff you're not eating 
CASER'tNs y9u're 
not eating pizza! 

~1-11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

cling, of Middlebury, Vt. 
If you cannot come to the 

dropoff or have something too 
big to transport, call 484-8838 to 
arrange a pickup. 

VISIT INDIECYCLE.COM. 

KARA MARZIALI (421-4111, 
ext. 170 or kmarziali@shalom
ri.org) 

A satisfied 
reader says_ . _ 

or ye l wouldn't spend more than \Oor 
I inu son an issue of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. Now, 1 can't get through it in o ne 

' sitting - I read and reread 1hc paper over 
several days. Some mar 
say this is a re:.uh of In)' 

age but I know it's because 
of the \'arict )' and d1..j)th 
of so many of the artkles. 
I read about issues I sup• 
port, is:-ue:- tha t are totally 
111:!w to me and issues with 
wh ich I disagree but am 

glad to have the opporlunity to lx:Her 
unden;t;md. Thank you fo r giving me su.:h 
a meaningful learning cxpcrienre. Plcaw 
ki..-ep up the excellent work of reporting. 

Linda l;ain 
Providen,c 
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A sweet stay with the Igbo Jews of Nigeria 
Jgbo Jews believe they 
are returning to the 
observances of their 

ancestors 

BY SHAI AFSAI 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE Unbe-
knownst to most of Rhode Is
land's Jews, our Jewish com
munity has been nurturing ties 
for some years with the bud
ding Igbo Jewish community in 
Abuja, Nigeria's capital. 

Rabbi Wayne Franklin of 
Providence's Temple Emanu
El and Professor William (Bill) 
F.S. Miles of Northeastern Uni
versity have spearheaded this 
relationship locally. In Nigeria, 
two energetic Igbo Jews, Sar 
Habakkuk Nwafor and Pinchas 
Ogbukaa, have taken the lead 
in cultivating the connection 
across the Atlantic. 

Although Rhode Island has 
yet to host a visitor from the 
Igbo Jewish community, Miles, 
a member of Temple Emanu-El 
(the Conservative synagogue 
on Providence's East Side), has 
journeyed twice to Abuja - first 
during Hanukkah of 2009, and 
then in 2011 for the bar mitzvah 
of Sar Habakkuk's son, Hezeki
ah. The professor's Hanukkah 
trip inaugurated the link be
tween the Providence and Abu-

r.GBO JEWS ARE 
J :~~nted. lyrici~!s and 
L~ongwr1ters ... 

ja communities. Miles, author 
of "Jews of Nigeria: An Afro
Judaic Odyssey" (Markus Wie
ner, 2013), has talked about his 
Nigerian experiences at Temple 
Emanu-El and at Congregation 
Beth Sholom, an Orthodox syn: 
agogue in Providence. 

A few months ago, Rabbi 
Barry Dolinger of Beth Sholom 
invited filmmaker Jeff Lieber
man to screen his 2012 docu
mentary "Re-emerging: The 
Jews of Nigeria" at the syna-

gogue. The Providence screen
ing of the film, which includes 
interviews with Sar Habakkuk 
and Pinchas, was the first time 
it had been shown at an Ortho
dox synagogue. 

I first heard about the Igbo 
Jews from Miles' daughter, 
Arielle. On learning that I had 
traveled to Israel to celebrate 
the Sigd (a religious holiday of 
Jews from Ethiopia), she ar
ranged for me to meet her fa
ther, who had just published his 
book on Nigerian Jews; it was 
the professor's description of 
the Jews in Abuja that prompt
ed my visit to them. 

Igbos are the third-largest 
ethnic group in Nigeria, Af
rica's most populated country. 
Their precise number among 
Nigeria's 175 million people is 
uncertain , ranging somewhere 
between 25 and 35 million. 
Many Igbos believe they are 
descended from the ancient Is
raelites, and many are passion
ate Zionists. During the past 
30 years, there has also arisen 
a movement among some Igbos 5HA1 AF5A1 

to match their tradition of Jew- Some members of the Igbo community in Abuja's Tikvat Israel Synagogue. The Hebrew on the wall behind 
ish descent with the practice ➔ 1 them reads, "All of Israel are friends to one another. The nation of Israel lives." 

of rabbinic Judaism, the study region of the Igbos; a far small- cades are not those of a foreign ceived from Sar Habakkuk be
of Hebrew and the fostering of er number live in Abuja, which religion or culture, but rather fore leaving Abuja was a bottle 
connections with Jews abroad. boasts three Igbo synagogues. their own, and they are eager of local honey. Its sweetness 

In February, I was fortunate Generally, the synagogues try to learn more. They see them- symbolizes my enjoyable stay 
to travel to Abuja, where I spent to follow Sephardic and Edot selves as Jews returning to the there, and I hope that the re
a week with the Igbo Jewish Hamizrah customs, but they traditional observances of their lationship between our two 
community, visiting syna- have also developed local ones. ancestors, whose Jewish prac- communities will grow and be 
gogues and homes and celebrat- For instance, at Tikvat Israel tices were lost during the Igbos' strengthened. 

ing Shabbat and Purim. Sar (the synagogue headed by Sar long exile from the Land of Is-
Habakkuk, his wife Amaka Habakkuk) I observed male rael and due to the introduction SHAI AFSAI (ggbi@juno.com) 
Nwafor, and their family were worshippers wearing their tal- of Christianity to Igboland. lives ·in Providence. 
my generous hosts. litot (prayer shawls) both dur- One of the parting gifts I re-

The community welcomed ing Shabbat morning prayers 
me with great warmth. Pin- and when they returned for the 
chas, a member of the Gihon afternoon minhah service. In 
synagogue, cut short a busi- addition, among the Igbo Jews · 
ness trip, returning early to are talented lyricists and song
Abuja to ensure that he would writers whose moving composi-

have sufficient time to show tions are used in prayer and at 
me around. In addition, at the religious gatherings. 
request of Rabbi Howard Go- With no yeshivot or perma
rin (the Maryland-based Chief · nent rabbis in the Nigerian lgbo 
Rabbi of Nigeria) and Sar Ha- community, their proficiency 
bakkuk, four prayer leaders in Judaism and knowledge of 
and Hebrew teachers traveled liturgical Hebrew is quite re
more than eight hours by bus markable. Nonetheless, the 
from Igboland to Abuja so that community's greatest desire is 
we could celebrate together. to acquire Jewish teachers ·and 

Most Igbo Jews, numbering schools. To Igbo Jews, the Jew
perhaps 3,000 to 5,000, live in lg- ish practices they have begun 
boland, the ancestral Nigerian embracing in the past few de-
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GOP wants more sit-downs with Jews 
Congressional confabs work to build a base of support 

BY RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - He 
had them until abortion. 

U.S. Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.) 
was addressing the Reform 
movement's Consultation on 
Conscience confer·ence about 

his pas
sion, hu
man rights 
and suc
cess in 
creating 
mecha
nisms to 
combat 

Rep. Chris Smith h u m a n 
trafficking 

and shine a light on global anti
semitism. The crowd gathered 
in a large Capitol Hill confer
ence room on the afternoon of 
April 23 was transfixed, laugh
ing along with Smith's prac
ticed self-deprecation and ap
plauding his commitment. 

Until Joanna Blotner, a repro
ductive rights activist, asked 
him about his other signature 
legislation - a bid last ye~ to 
cut all funding for abortion ex
cept in cases of "forcible rape." 
Why, Blotner wondered, would 
Smith seek to limit women's op
tions? 

There was a fraught silence. 

Hardcore conservatives such 
as Republican Jewish Coali
tion Executive Director Matt 
Brooks and Sarah Stern, found
er of the Endowment for Middle 
East Truth, exchanged laughs 
with liberal counterparts like 
Rabbis David Saperstein and 
Jack Moline, both of whom are 
known in the media for their 
closeness to the Obama White 
House. 

"In order to be an effective 
leader, you have to reach out 
to the whole community," said 
Nicolas Muzin, the conference's 
director of coalitions, who leads 
outreach to minority communi
ties. 

Such GOP- Jewish confabs, 
while never commonplace, once 
were at least as frequent as the 
annual get-together between 
Senate Democrats and Jewish 
groups. They stopped soon af
ter the 2000 election of Presi
dent George W. Bush, whose 
first term was notorious for its 
with-us-or-against-us posture 
toward interest groups, and the 
ascension of an uncompromis
ing congressional GOP led by 
hardliners such as Rep. Tom 
DeLay (R-Texas), the former 

injecting a subsequent speech 
to a Jewish group with "Jewish
isms." 

"You may not know that much 
about me, but I grew up in a ru
ral area of eastern Washington 
where people grow wheat and 
apples," she said a few nights 
later as the lead GOP guest at 
the Israeli Embassy's Indepen
dence Day celebrations. "We 
wouldn't have known a matzah 
ball from a basketball." 

At the roundtable hosted by 
McMorris Rodgers, partici
pants focused on shared agen
das, in particular getting tough 
with Iran and keeping the de
duction for charitable contribu
tions at 35 percent, as opposed 
to the 28 percent sought by the 
Obama administration. Both 
are softballs when it comes to 
Jewish-Republican dialogue 
and have broad community ap
peal. 

But participants on both sides 
of the table said they anticipate 
areas of disagreement, like 
Medicaid and Medicare, · two 
programs popular among Jew
ish leaders that Republicans 
hope to restructure. 

"On domestic policy there 
will be differences, and the 
members were well pre
pared for that," Muzin said. 

Smith stumbled through a se
ries of non-sequiturs before 
settling on the classic congres
sional non-defense defense: The 
language cited by the woman 
already appeared in earlier 
laws. 
. "We went back to that," he 
said, referring to a 1976 law 

f "MV PARTY HAS 

~

urned a corner. 'Self
eportation' is not a 
ood idea." 

Evidence of the gap be
tween good intentions and 
working relationships was 
evident during the Rll[orm 
confab this week, which was 
top heavy with Democrats 
from Congress and the ad
ministration. The two Re
publicans who participated 

banning funding for abortion majority leader known for seek
overseas. ing to crush liberal influence in 

Forcible rape - the term im-
plies that rape without vio- Washington. 
lence is consensual _ became a Leaders of interest groups 
buzzword last year that helped perceived as liberal - a sobri
topple what had been seen as quet that characterized many of 
two surefire GOP Senate bids, the mainstream Jewish groups 
in Indiana and Missouri, and - stopped having their calls to 

Republican l!)aders returned. 
became a symbol for the party's Worse, they were told to stop 
supposed alienation from grow-
ing swaths of the electorate. trying. 

In the wake of Mitt Romney's No longer. After a decade in 
which Jewish outreach was 

sound defeat in the presidential largely restricted to .a small 
election, Republican leaders coterie of like-minded conser
have regularly emphasized the 
need to reach ___ .,.. vative groups, Republicans 

out to groups 
among which 
the GOP made a 
poor showing -
women, minori
ties and increas
ingly, Jews. 

Rep. Cathy 
McMorris Rod
gers (R:wash.), 

are reaching beyond their 
comfort zone in an effort to 
make inroads with the wider 
Jewish community. Muzin 
said there are plans to repli
cate the 'meeting with other 
minority communities on 
the national level and to en
courage lawmakers to use 
the meetings as templates for 
similar get-togethers in their 
districts. 

Muziri gleefully described 
the long and effusive "thanks 

for the invite" voicemail he re
ceived from Moline, and how he 
played it back for his delighted 
boss, McMorris Rodgers. The 
congresswoman responded by 
borrowing the habit cultivated 

chairwoma~ of Rep. Cathy 
the Republlcan McMorris Rodgers 
Conference in 
the U.S. House of Representa
tives, hosted a roundtable re
cently for Jewish leaders that 
brought together figures who 
rarely find themselves in the 
same room together, let alone in 
dialogue. by Democratic politicians of 

- Smith and Sen. Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.) - emphasized 
their eagerness to work with 
the other side, something that 
Democrats never felt the need 
todo. 

Graham, like Smith, earned 
a warm welcome. He addressed 
an area of agreement with the 
Reform movement, immigra
tion reform, and delivered sev
eral thinly veiled digs at Rom
ney, whose rhetoric was seen as 
driving away Hispanics. 

"My party has turned a cor
ner," Graham said. '°Self-de
portation' is not a good idea." 

At the McMorris Rodgers 
meeting in her office, some po
tentially contentious issues 
such as immigration reform 
and preserving entitlements 
came up briefly when organiza
tional leaders were asked about 
their priority agendas. Partici
pants, speaking on background 
because the contents of the 
meeting were off-the-record, 
said even asking such an open
ended question was refreshing 
and was taken as evidence that 
the GOP was ready to listen. 

Saperstein, head of the Re
form movement's Religious Ac
tion Center, said the meeting 
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Brewing up a new connection to Lag Ba'Omer 
Raising a glass to a 

Jewish holiday 

BY EDMON J. RODMAN 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) -
Sit back by the bonfire and 
pop open a brewski, it's Lag 
Ba'Omer. 

Since we have been counting 
the Omer - a biblical measure 
of barley that was brought as 
an offering to the Temple - each 
evening from the second night 
of Passover, what better way to 
mark the coming holiday than 
by downing a barley beverage, 
cold and carbonated? 

What's the occasion? 
Lag Ba'Omer marks the end

ing of a plague during the Bar 
Kochba revolt in the second 
century CE. According to tradi
tion, students and soldiers were 
dying and the plague ended on 
that day. 

The one-day holiday, which 
this year begins on the night of 
April 27, is the 33rd day of the 

counting of the Omer - in ,---....,...----.,----~----~---~ viding a taste of his 
Hebrew, the letters that spell creativity. 
"lag" represent the number I wondered if 
33. he was planning 

In remembrance of those something special 
who died, the Omer season, for Lag Ba'Omer. 
which lasts 49 days and ends Home brewing 
the night before Shavu'ot, is has grown as a 
a period of partial mourning hobby since Presi-
- no dancing, parties, wed- dent Jimmy Carter 
dings, not even haircuts. It signed a bill in 1978 
is also a period of study and allowing up to 100 
reflection. gallons per adult 

Today to celebrate the re- to be home brewed, 
prieve, the holiday for many - an ancient measurement of tax free. Stores 
has turned into a day to cut about 15 gallons of drink. The such as the Culver City Home 
loose. Festivals are held with choices are non-alcoholic bev- Brewing Supply Company near 
rides for the kids and, especial- erages and wine; why not beer? Los Angeles have bubbled up to 
ly in Israel, there are bonfires. In the United States, seeing a supply and educate the hobby-

The bonfire flames are said barley and beer connection, the ists. 
to represent the light of the college-age demographic and "The Sumerian Hymn to 
kabbalistic teachings of Rabbi beyond has found other ways to Ninkasi is about beer making, 
Simeon bar Yochai, whose yah- brew up enthusiasm for this mi- and the Code of Hammurabi 
rzeit, also called Yom Hillulah - nor holiday. Beginning several includes laws about beer," said 
day of festivity - is observed on years ago at college campus Greg Beron, one of the store's 
Lag Ba'Omer. Thousands visit Hillels, such as at the universi- owners, after I had explained to 
his tomb on Mount Meron, not ties of Wisconsin and Washing- him my Lag Ba'Omer mission 
far from Safed, to pay homage. ton, the holiday was observed of connecting with barley. 
There it is considered an honor in part by the quaffing of beer at "In recent excavations near 

and moved to Las Vegas. Since 
he was given a beer-making kit 
in 1999, Steinberg estimates he 
has brewed hundred of gallons. 

"I like beer at Hanukkah," 
Steinberg said. "It goes better 
with brisket and latkes than 
wine." 

"I never quite got the Omer," 
he said of the rabbinic expla
nations he had heard, though 
Steinberg brightened consider
ably when I brought up the bar
ley connection. 

"Drinking the beer is sec
ondar y. It's about the people 
you meet and doors that are 
opened," he concluded. 

As to a special Lag Ba'Omer 
brew? Ourieff, thinking about 
the holiday bonfires, suggested 
making a smoked beer by roast
ing the barley before brewing. 

"It will have a dark, smoky 
flavor," he said, suddenly mak
ing a columnist thirsty. 

Since the days until Lag 
Ba'Omer were few - it takes 
about five weeks to make beer 

to offer the visitors a chai rote/ "'· B 'O " the pyrami·ds 
uager a mer events. 1_n Egypt near r----------=,----= ,,--=-
J!,ast year, three Boston syna-

REPUBLICANS reach out 
gbg'ues brought in seasoned where the 
home brewer Aidan Acker for people who 
an evening of beer making and build them 

From Page 30 

suggested that the party was 
ready to listen. 

"They could not have been 
more atten
tive, more po
litely respon
sive at the 
.range of views 
they heard, 
more open to 
engaging with 
the commu
nity," he said. 

The confab 
included pre
sentations by 
two top con

Rabbi David 
Saperstein 

gressmen -Reps. Ed Royce (R
Calif.), chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
and Pete Roskam (R-Ill.), chief 
deputy majority whip. 

Royce outlined his bid to ex
pand Iran sanctions beyond 
those currently targeting its 
energy sector to encompass 
virtually anyone doing busi
ness with the country - a mod-

el he said had helped moderate 
North Korea's behavior in the 
past. Roskam discussed the 
charitable deduction, com

prehensive immigration 
reform and uit U.S.-lsrael 
relationship. 

Stacy Burdett, director 
of the Anti-Defamation 
League's Washington of
fice, was impressed at how 
the meeting appeared to 
be more than a polite ex
change. Royce and Roskam 
were well briefed on what 
interests the Jewish com
munity, she noted, and 
McMorris Rodgers wrote 
down every suggestion. 

"It's a renewed effort to 
regularize contact," she said. 
"Meetings like this are a 
great opportunity to exchange 
views and for members to 
hear what the organizations 
are focused on, and for the or
ganization to learn what the 
members are interested in." 

talking about the holiday called were housed, 
"Fermenting the Omer," which they have 
made sense since most beer is found bakery/ 
made by fermenting a brew of breweries," he 
malted barley, hops and yeast. added, trying 

This year, I was planning a to give me a 
Lag Ba'Omer bonfire and get- historical con
together in my backyard. Want- nection. 
ing in on this new Jewish use of In his shop, filled with more 
beer, I spoke with Alex Ourieff, than 30 bins of barley varieties, 
a Jewish foodie from South- as well as shelves stocked with 
ern California's San Fernando the apparatus of home brewing 
Valley and a self-taught home - plastic tubing, thermometers, 
brewer. Ourieff had tied beer brushes, yeasts and enzymes, 
recently to another Jewish holi- caps and bottles - I wondered 
day, Tu Bi-Sh'vat, by brewing if after a hard day in the brick 
a seven species beer at a local pits of Egypt, our forefathers 
Moishe House - a home-based had enjoyed the brew. 
host of Jewish programming A more recent fan of the brew 
mostly for 20-somethings. was Michael Steinberg, a friend 

"For the seven species brew, I of Beron's and prize-winning 
combined pomegranate molas- home brewer who had retired 
ses, barley, wheat, dried figs, 

- Ourieff directed me to sev
eral craft breweries that made 
"smoked porters." 

Sitting by the fire with a 
smoky barley brew, we could 
raise our glasses to friendship, 
to Bar Yochai's light and drink 
our Omer. 

EDMON J. RODMAN (ed
mojace@gmail.com) is a JTA 
columnist who writes on Jew
ish life from Los Angeles. 

green grapes, date sugar and 
olive leaf extract," said Ourieff, 
25, who is moving on to the Cu
linary Institute of America in 
Napa, Calif. 

"I like layering flavors, it's a 
mental exercise," he added, pro-

''I can't stop the aging 
process. But I can 
make it less stressful." 

TACEO 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've 
devoted my life and career 
to assisting seniors and their 
families. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well 
being, independence and 
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Senate Judiciary 0l(s same-sex 
marriage bills for floor vote 

Remembering MLI('s 'Letter 
from Birmingham City Jail' 

Legislation provides exemptions for religious 
institutions that oppose initiative 

PROVIDENCE - The Rhode 
Island State Senate Judiciary 
Committee passed legislation 
allowing same-sex marriage on 
the afternoon of April 23 and 
sent the bills to the Senate floor 
for a vote on Wednesday, April 
24, at 4 p.m. (after The Voice & 
Herald's press deadline). 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: As re
ported in earlier editions of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, the 
Community Relations Coun
cil of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, the Al
liance board of directors and 
the Board of Rabbis of Greater 
Rhode Island have all publicly 
stated their support for same
sex marriage legislation; a 
group of Orthodox and Chabad 
rabbis have gone on record in 
opposition.] 

According to a lengthy press 
release from the Statehouse, 
the amended companion bills, 
sponsored by Rep. Arthur 
Handy (D-Dist. 18, Cranston) 
and Sen. Donna M. Nesselbush 
(D-Dist. 15, Pawtucket, North 
Providence), remove gender
specific language from the sec
tion of the general laws that 
governs eligibility for mar
riage. They insert language 
that allows any person to mar
ry any other eligible person, 
regardless of gender, effective 
Aug. 1, 2013. The bills, S2013-H 
5015B, also reiterate constitu
tionally guaranteed freedom 
for religious institutions to set 
their own guidelines for mar
riage eligibility within their 

faith, and stipulate that under 
no circumstances will clergy 
or others authorized to perform 
marriages be obligated by law 
to officiate at any particular 
civil marriage or religious rite 
of marriage. 

Additionally, a religious orga
nization, association or society, 
and any nonprofit institution 
operated, supervised or con
trolled by a religious or frater
nal organization shall not be 
required to provide services, 
accommodations, advantages, 
facilities, goods or privileges to 
an individual if they are related 
to: 

• The solemnization of mar
riage or the celebration of a 
marriage in violation of their 
religious beliefs and faith; and 

• The promotion of marriage 
through any social or religious 
program or services, which vio
lates the religious doctrine of 
that religious organization, as
sociation or society. 

Under provisions of the 
amended bills, two people who 
have entered into a civil union 
may become married after ap
plying for a marriage license 
and having the marriage sol
emnized. Civil unions will no 
longer be available after the ef
fective date. However, the state 
will recognize the civil union 
of anyone who has entered into 
one before the effective date or 
outside of the state. 

The Judiciary Committee 
voted 7 to 4 to approve the mir
roring bills and send them to 

. . 
I WHERE 

• . NATURE nl ANDFUN 
-· L COLLIDE! :~ . , 

itrersiveet 'JE.r' --.. 
Children's Farm Day Camp 

4 Sessions • Ages: 4-7; 8-12 

AS-day program from Monday- Friday, 9 am-. 3 pm, . 
for children 4-7; 8-12 with a 1 0 camper maximum capacity 
per session. Extended day care can be arranged. 

Session 1 July 8 -12 Session 3 July 29-August 2 
Session 2 July 15 - 19 Session 4 August 5 - 9 

Children will learn: 
• To safely interact with, feed, groom 

and care for various farm animals. 
• To grow and harvest healthy fruits and 

vegetables while working in the gardens. 
• To cook their harvest in our country cottage. 
• To run a weekly farm stand benefitting a 

local Rhode Island children's charity. 
• And more .. . 
Convenierrtly located off Rt 95 and Division Street, East Greenwich. 

For mole information, contact Danielle at 401.952.9512 
or visit www.bittersweetfarmri.com 

the floor for a full vote. If the 
full Senate were to approve 
the amended version, both 
bills would be sent back to the 
House. The full House of Repre
sentatives voted 51 to 19 to pass 
Representative Handy's origi
nal bill in January. 

Governor Lincoln D. Chafee 
last year signed an executive 
order requiring all state agen
cies to recognize same-sex 
marriages performed in other 
jurisdictions. He has stated 
his support for Representative 
Handy's and Senator Nessel
bush's legislation. The commit
tee voted down another same
sex marriage bill, sponsored 
by Sen. Frank A. Ciccone ill 
(D-Dist. 7, Providence, North 
Providence), that would have 
put the same-sex marriage on a 
statewide referendum. 

Rhode Island is the only New 
England state that does not al
low same-sex marriage. Cur
rently nine states and Wash
ington, D.C., allow same-sex 
couples to marry. French law
makers just approved legisla
tion allowing same-sex mar
riage, making France the ninth 
European country to allow 
such a measure. 

For today's vote tally, visit 
http:/ / status.rilin.state.ri.us/ 
Committees.aspx, click on "Ju
diciary" under the list of Senate 
committees and click on April 
23. 

NANCY KIRSCH 

Governor Lincoln Chafee and Ray Rickman are on Temple Beth-El's 
bimah at the April 16 reading of "Letter from Birmingham City Jail." 

PROVIDENCE - April 16 was 
the 50th anniversary of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s writ
ing of "Letter from Birmingham 
City Jail.'' The anniversary was 
recognized with civic and reli
gious leaders reading King's let
ter at Temple Beth-El in Provi
dence. 

Sponsored by the Rhode Island 
Black Heritage Society, the event 
commemorated that pivotal mo
ment in the civil rights move
ment and in American history. 

Readers included Governor 
Lincoln Chafee, Rabbi Leslie Y. 
Gutterman (of Temple Beth-El), 
representatives from Brown 
University's Office of Chaplains 
and Religious Life and the Rhode 
Island Black Heritage Society 
President Joyce Stevos. 

READ KING'S LETTER: 
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/ 
Articles_Gen/ Letter_Birming
ham.html 

Educators' conference scheduled in Dudley, Mass. 
Those providing Jewish education and culture for all age groups are welcome 

NEWTON, Mass. The New
CAJE conference for Jewish 
educators will be held July 28 -
31 at Nichols College. 

According to its press release, 
NewCAJE is eager to welcome 
Jewish educators from Rhode 
Island at the conference in 
nearby Dudley, Mass. NewCA
JE, now in its fourth year, was 
established after the Coalition 

for the Advancement of Jewish 
Education (CAJE) ended its op
erations. 

Conference organizers ex
pect more than 500 participants 
from throughout North Ameri
ca to attend the event, which is 
designed for individuals offer
ing Jewish education and cul
ture to all age groups and in all 
settings and denominations. 

Why I advertise 

Advertising in The Jewish Voice &Herald 
has been an effective tool for us. In The Jewish 
Voice & Herald, we can communicate our 
message with great results. Its readers, who 
represent our target audience, read the paper 
from cover to cover! 

Laurie G. Robinson 
Ownn; Event Plimning Sp«ialists., LLC 

East Greemnch 

The conference, which will 
offer 200 sessions on a wide va
riety of topics, also will include 
intensive six-to-eight-hour ses
sions open to conference par
ticipants and non-participants 
on Sunday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. Evening programs 
featuring the best of Jewish 
music will be open to the public 
for a nominal fee. 

Young professional fellow
ships for those between the ages 
of 22 and 42 are available. 

Clergy, educators and lay 
leaders with an interest in 
learning about the best in Jew
ish education nationwide are 
urged to attend. 

VISIT newcaje.org and find the 
"Conferences" tab or 857-288-
8765 or contact Larry Katz, di
rector of education at the Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, at 421-4111 or lkatz@sha
lomri.org. 
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BOSTON'S injured benefit from Israeli medical advances 

From Page 1 

sentations by veterans of other 
terror attacks like the one at a 
movie theater in Colorado. 

But they have benefited as 
well from the expertise devel
oped by Israeli physicians over 
decades of treating victims of 
terrorist attacks - expertise 
that Israel has shared with 
scores of doctors and hospitals 
around the world. 

Eight years ago, four israeli 
doctors and a staff of nurse·s 
spent two days at Massachu
setts General Hospital teaching 
hospital staff the methods pio
neered in Israel. 

According to the New Yorker 
magazine, every Boston patient 
who reached the hospital alive 
has survived. 

"We had periods where ev
ery week we had an attack," 
said Dror Soffer, director of the 
trauma division at the Tel Aviv 
Medical Center, who partici
pated in the delegation. "It be
comes your routine." 

Techniques that were "rou-

rr "ISRAELI 
I' DOCTORS 
: REWROTE the 
bible of blast 
trauma." 

tine" in Israel by 2005, and 
helped save lives in Boston last 
week, began evolving in the 
1990s, when Israel experienced 
a spate of bus bombings. 

Israeli doctors "rewrote the 
bible of blast trauma," said Avi 
Rivkind, director of surgery at 
Jerusalem's Hadassah Medical 
Center, where 60 percent of Is
raeli victims have been treated. 

Much of what Israel has 
learned about treating attack 
victims was done on the fly. In 
1996, a 19-year-old soldier ar
rived at the Hadassah hospital 
following a bus bombing with 
severe injuries to her chest and 
esophagus. Doctors put chest 
drains on her lungs and per
formed endoscopies twice a day 
to stop the bleeding. Both tech-

niques are now regular prac
tices. 

"We were sure she was going 
to die, and she survived," Riv
kind said. 

HADASSA H 

Dr. Avi Rivkind 

A riskier move came five 
years later when Adi Huja ar
rived at Hadassah with massive 
blood loss following an attack in 
downtown Jerusalem. Rivkind 
realized his team wasn't con
trolling the bleeding, so he di
rected staff to administer a shot 
of NovoSeven - a staggeringly 
expensive coagulant typically 
used for hemophiliacs that was 
not approved for a trauma situ
ation. But it worked and Huja 
survived. 

Rivkind is an internation
ally recognized expert in ter
ror medicine and widely con
sidered one of the grE1at brains 
behind Israeli innovations that 
have been adopted around the 
world. 

Trained at Hebrew Univer
sity, the Hadassah Medical 
Center and the Institute for 
Emergency Medical Services 
Systems in Baltimore, Md., he 
has contributed to several vol
umes on trauma surgery and 
post-attack care, and authored 
a number of seminal medical 
studies. 

The personal physician for 
the late Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman, Rivkind helped care 
for Ariel Sharon when the 
prime minister fell into a coma 
following a stroke and has per
formed near-miraculous feats, 
once reviving a soldier shot in 
the heart who had been pro
nounced dead in the field. 

But . not everything Rivkind 
has learned about treating at
tack victims comes from a story 

with a happy ending. in 2002, 
Shiri Nagari was rushed to 
Hadassah after a bus bombing. 
She appeared to have escaped 
largely unharmed, but 45 min
utes later she was dead. It was, 
Rivkind later wrote, the first 
time he ever cried after losing 
a patient. 

"She seemed fine and talked 
with us," he told JTA. "You can 
be very injured inside, and out
side you look completely pris
tine." 

Organizing the emergency 
room, Rivkind said, is as impor
tant as treating patients cor
rectly. During the second inti
fada, Hadassah developed what 
he called the "accordion meth
od," a method of moving pa
tients through various stages of 
assessment with maximal effi
ciency. The process has become 
standard in hospitals across Is
rael and around the world. 

Some of what distinguishes 
Israeli trauma doctors are 
qualities that are hard to teach. 
Rivkind has said he keeps two 
beepers and a cell phone on him 
at all times, even in bed. Even 
whewtralls come in the middle of 
the night, a small army of medi
cal professionals can usually be 
relied on to arrive at their posts 
within minutes, sometimes 
even ahead of the ambulances 
carrying the wounded. 

"Whenever there was an 
alarm, we jumped, ran and 
called our homes and then got 
ready to absorb patients," said 
Liora Utitz, the mass-casualty 
coordinator at Rambam Medi
cal Center in Haifa. "I felt very 
safe. The volunteerism of every
one gave me strength." 

Israel continues to export its 
trauma expertise. Rivkind has 
taught medicine in Melbourne, 
Australia and Southern Cali
fornia. Delegations of doctors 
from New York and Los Angeles 
have visited him in Jerusalem. 
This week, he will speak with 
Maryland Governor Martin 
O'Malley, who is visiting Israel, 
about strengthening connec
tions between Hadassah and 
hospitals in Baltimore. 

"We have years of cumulative 
trauma · experience," he said. 
"We've learned not to give up." 

Summer interns/volunteers needed 
at award-winning newspaper 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Voice & Herald seeks summer 
interns/volunteer 
to help with ad 
vertising, market
ing, writing, edit
ing and more! If 
you want to gain 
new experience 
or enhance your 
skills by working in a friendly 

environment that offers great 
learning opportunities - and 

plenty of chocolate -
contact us! Hours are 
flexible. 

CONTACT NANCY 
KIRSCH: 421-4111, 

ext. 168 or nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org (SUBJECT 

LINE: Volunteering). 
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PHDS celebrates 
Yom Ha-Atzma'ut 
Honoring Israel's 65th birthday 

PHDS 

PHDS student Yisroel Mordechai Karp eats an Israeli-themed lunch at 
the school's Yom Ha-Atzma'ut celebration on April 16. 

BY MIRIAM dents shared their findings. The 
ESTHER WEINER adults were fascinated by many 

Special to The Voice & Herald of the items on each list: Some 
PROVIDENCE - Providence were simple, such as the three 

Hebrew Day School students and forefathers, others required 
teachers celebrated Israel's 65th much deeper thought (the seven 
birthday with a full day of spe- nations who lived in Israel at the 
cial events, including a festive time of Joshua). 
lunch and Israel-themed activi- The highlight of the gathering 
ties. was a delicious lunch catered 

by Divine Providence. Fare in
cluded pita, falafel, Israeli salad, 
pickles, French fries , hummus 
and pomegranate juice. Teach
ers served the luncheon buffet 
style; students made their selec
tions guided by the menu, which 
the the middle s_chool students, 
had written in Hebrew. 

Everyone came to the day 
school in Providence on Tues
day, April 16, dressed in the col
ors of the Israeli flag , blue and 
white, in honor of this special 
occasion. 

Students entered the audito
rium to find that it was festively 
decorated with blue and white 
tablecloths, maps of Israel and 
other decorations. Janice Kaid
an and Miriam Lipson, members 
of the Hebrew language teach
ing staff, had arranged several 
activities relating to Israel and 
Hebrew. Students were divided 
into teams of older and younger 
students (e.g., first graders with 
eighth graders) and they made 
lists of items of significance re
lating to the numbers 3, 5 and 
7 (in honor of the Jewish year 
5773). After a short time, stu-

Students were then given a 
word search and a crossword 
puzzle about Israel, also created 
by the middle school students, in 
honor of the special day. 

PHDS students and teachers 
will retain memories of this 
birthday celebration for many 
years. 

MIRIAM ESTHER WEINER 
(meweiner@phdschool.org) is 
principal of PHDS. 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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STU ALTMAN. 
AUCTIONEER 

CONSIGN 

OR 

ANTIQVES 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC ITEMS 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 
SELL DIREGT 

• LICENSED 

AUCTIONS ?-
• BONDED 

ATTORNEY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Office of Stephen J. Dennis 

P: (401) 453-1355 F: (401) 453-6670 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 

R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

D'Ambra's !en,ice Station 
BabD'Ambra 

. lilnc2 19411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

GE\ER.\L Sm, ICES 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing in Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

•Property r\\aintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall nsks 
:..--\ , ;,. l(: '-';,5,"')-~ • maxtmize convenience, effic1ency 

S:~• r ' -..<;.: · and safety 
• Improve security 
•Driving and other services available 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch us RI. Reg. #29694 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RJ 

(401) 397-3361 ext 6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

CAMERA SERIYCES 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
701 Ho1w ~fl t' • t . r·r()\ 1ci P 1l( '-- 1--1 Hl6 

(401) 2-REPAIR (273-7247) ;. r 
FAX: (401) 490-82 12 

Michael F. Zacks, C.P.C. 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ~--: ~::~i~s GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION 
·STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES.STERLING SILVER 

NOW AVAILABLE 
EagleSllverDolars, 
C,oldCoin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Sliver, 
ProofSets,Coi'I& 
Stamp Albums 

· CDINS&BARS PRICES 
• USAND FOREIGN 
• PCGS.NGC authorized 

PODUJ COIN IXCIIIGt INl 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 804 1 

Serving banks,attorneys,estates 
and the publicforover40 yeao. 

401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~:o~~-~~t:1:i:~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

, ~~:,,~;~--,:j,i~•• On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

@ SONICWALL~ ~ 
110 Jefferaon Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 
READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

0 , Larry B. Parness 
~ Nikki M. Parness. CFP® 

'"" 
Thinking outside the box 

Full service financial firm providing 
Business/Individual Consulting · 

Tax Preparation 
Financial Planning 

401 454 0900 • parne<:>sl , 1x net com com 

1 :'H Dorra nce ~t • \u1te 520 • Prov1dencf::' RI 02903 

You ve kn own me tor your taxe') 
No1 v see us for tlw rest of ynUt fin<1nc 1,1 l '>to1y 

P,, I\(, 
Bob Knych 

Y/ 

4em PavirJJ anl Seaf CoafirJJ 

Bus. (401) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

hst R.\\CE 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Se IV ice .. . Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RJ 02906 
. 40 I-751 -2990 I Jbrier@brier-brier.com 

• 
www.brier-brier.com 

Serving RI and 
Southeastern MA. 

Retirement Funding 
Long Term Care Insurance 
Family Financial Security 

Life Insurance 
College Planning 
Estate Planning 

Jane E. Sharfstein, Agent 
New York Life Insurance Co. 

10 Orms Street, Suite 410 
Providence, RI 02904 

401-481-1267 
jsharfstein@ft.newyorklife.com 
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CARETAKER 
AVAILABLE 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 
CANTOR NEEDED 

• • • • • • • • • 

• ·• 
• • • • • • • 

CARETAKER/Companion to elderly. Days 
and some overnight. Includes some light 
housekeeping, doctors appointments .. 
Excellent references and experience. 
Call 965-2965. 

Conservative Rhode Island congregation 
seeks High Holy Days cantor for our 
new synagogue. 

To place 
a classified ad College and Career Planning 

Close walking - distance 
accommodations available. 
Apply by May 6 - Personnel@ 
toratyisrael.org 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@shalomri.org 
or call 421-4111, 

ext. 160 

• Readers: Please support all our advertisers. • 
• They depend on you and we depend on them. • 
• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Business and Professional Directory 
WATCH REPAIR & SALES 

'WE .'A.'R'E TJl'E 'BI (j(j'EST IN 'RI 
'B'EC.'A.1LS'E 1-V'E .'A.1~'E TJl'E 'B'EST 

LTZMAN'S t f\TOHES 
l-

Factory Authorized Service Center for: Luminox, 
Victorinox Swiss Army, Mondaine, Torgeon, 

Ernest Borel, Swarovski and more ... 

OVER 1 MILLION WATCHES REPAIRED 
FREE ESTIMATES WHILE YOU WAIT 

1024 Reservoir Ave 
Cranston, RI , .02910 

401-946-0930 

53 Old Tower Hill Rd 
Wakefield , RI 02879 

401-789-0065 

• Certified watch service center In 
business for 34 years 

• Spedallzes In restoration and repair of 
modern and antique timepieces 

• Services high-end brands Including: 
Tag Heuer, Cartier, Rolex, Brietling, 

Movado, Ebel, and Raymond Weil 

Better Than 
a Billboard 

FOR LESS THAN $26 PER 
ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS 

CARD CAN BE HERE! 

Call or e-mail today! 

Tricia Stearly 
401 -421 -4111, ext 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Tired of pa~ing 
too much for fresh 

vegetables? 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

~ 

. . .. 
Hyannis, MA 'Y.+"j 0 '11,,.~ 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON , RI 
401 -467-0200 
800-838-1119 

1-508-775-4115 u,f1-,11ucm·•ll' 

bathsplashshowroom.com ~'!f!!f/f '!~ 

COLLEGE & CAREER PLANNING 

College and Career Planning 

Marc Lipps Associates, Inc. 
Marc P. Upps 

Educational Consultant 

Private Practice 
Designed for High School Sophomores and Juniors 

and Their Familles 
OUR P R O FESS IONAL OFFI C E 

I S CONVENIENTLY LO C ATED IN CUMB E R L AND , RI 

401-305-6705 

www.marclipp5associates.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! · 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401.270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

RM 
PAINTING Co. -<JI 

Since 1978 

Resldentlal Home Palndng featuring 

A:,.Benjamln Moonr Palnts 

ROBERT H. MACLEA 

INTERIOR PAINTING 
Interi o r Painting, Repairs 

and Wallpap ering 

In RI and Southeast MA 

(401) 426-1214 o r (401) 263-2759 

Paint one or more rooms in your home, get an addit ional room• 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

•12X12 ~mallbedroom,d!n,batllroom,ttc. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Medi-Weightloss Clinics® - . 
Medically Supervised 

Weight Loss that Works! 

ASSISTED Ln'ING 

y-/i GH ~~~S~I~ . 
THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR ASSISTED LIVING 

ON THE EAST SIDE UNMATCHED IN 
SERVICE, LOCATION AND VALUE. 

401-654-5259 
highla nds ha ll keen com 1 "1 H19hl;rnd Avenue 
www.H19hl,mdsRt com Prov idence RI 02906 
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A poetic anodyne for the aged 
Advanced age comes after 10,000 small deprivations 

To death and taxes one 
might add aging as one of 
life's inevitable burdens. 

Certainly, as the population 
ages, more individuals in Rhode 
Island will become intimate with 

advanced elderliness arrives 
not following some cataclysmic 
loss, but after 10,000 small de
privations. It is naive, therefore, 
to expect to arise some autumn 

morning and find 
that one is irrevo

elderliness and 
its sorrows as 
well as its sin
gular joys. 

Few who 

SCIENCE& 
soc1m 

cably ancient. 
Few deny that 

there is a measur
able trajectory in 
the decline of hu
man faculties ac
companying an in-

have lived be
yond the scrip
tural 70 years 
will have been 
left untouched 

STANLEY 
ARONSON, M.D. 

by aging's erosions. We each 
would live long, but few would 
wish to be old. And still fewer 
of us will achieve that blessedly 
unscathed state, attained by Mo
ses, when he reached the rarified 
age of 120 years. In admiration, 
Deuteronomy declared: "His eye 
did not lose its luster nor did his 
natural force abate." 

In most instances, the tran
sition to irreversible old age 
is gradual and without clear 
boundaries beyond which the 
loss of youthful vigor becomes 
indisputable. 

The old look back and say that 

creasing age. But 
weekly ebbs and flows tend to 
obscure this gradual decline. As 
a result, the magnitude of cogni
tive loss can only be appreciated 
in retrospect, except, of course, 
when some acute factor - such as 
a stroke - insinuates itself. 

There is a broad interval, 
though, between full maturity 
and the declining years, a twi
light zone when shadows length
en and images blur: When time 
is no longer limitless, when one 
no longer sins (except for those 
commendable sins) and when 
the anxious elderly confine lei
sure reading to short stories, lest 

they waste their shrinking sup
ply of hours. 

Ivan Turgenev (1818-1883), 
commenting on that ill-defined 
interval between vigor and de
crepitude, declared: "The time 
of regrets that resemble hopes, 
of hopes that resemble regrets, 
when youth has passed but old 
age has not arrived." 

Youthful writers have little 
understanding of that incurable 

"THE BEST 
MELODIES are 
played on the 

1 oldest violins." 

disease called aging, viewing 
it either with bemused wonder
ment or insincere solicitude. 
Some have suggested that aging 
is a crowning achievement; oth
ers demand that the act q(M,ng 
be grasped as a singular oppor
tunity for expressive anger rath-

REMEMBER THE PAST 

er than reflection, reconciliation 
and departure. 

Old age, according to a Welsh 
poet who Jived but 39 years, 
"should burn and rage at close 
of day." 

Some mature writers, those 
dissatisfied with all stages of 
life, declare that youth is a blun
der, manhood a struggle and 
old age both a regret and a bad 
habit. Others, more optimistic, 
nonetheless see aging as a time 
when alternative forms of cre
ativeness, perhaps even literary 
activity, might replace youth's 
more carnal urges. 

An anonymous poet wrote: 
King David and King Solomon 
Led merry, merry lives, 
With many, many lady friends 
And many, many wives; 
But when old age crept over 

them 
With many, many qualms, 
King Solomon wrote the Prov

erbs 
And King David wrote the 

Psalms. 
Beyond the romantic percep

tion of aging, there emerge ele
ments of grim reality. Shake-
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speare (who died at age 52) wrote: 
And all the conduits of my blood 

froze up, 
Yet hath my night of life some 

memory. 
My wasting lamps some fading 

glimmer left, 
My dull deaf ears a little use to 

hear. 
Only the old can possibly 

understand the feelings and 
limitations inherited by the el
derly. Certainly great accom
plishments are still possible 
beyond the age of 80: Sophocles 
wrote Oedipus and Goethe wrote 
Faust, but these are rare excep
tions . . 

The very aged, those beyond 
90, talk too much, adventure too 
little and repent too soon. Their 
long-range vision is sadly abbre
viated; yet they remember that 
the best melodies are played on 
the oldest violins. 

STANLEY M. ARONSON, 
M.D. (smamd@cox.net) is a re
tired Brown University medical 
school dean. 

Ms. Myerson and Ms. Myerson come to town: Two women, three visits .. 
Israel's children and future were collateral 

BY GERALDINE s. FOSTER power of her words that focused 
Special to The Voice & Herald on the present, but looked to the 
PROVIDENCE _ She was not . future. She drew them into her 

vision. someone to stand out in a crowd. 
She wore her black hair parted 
in the middle and pulled back 
into a bun. With her shapeless 
dress and low-heeled shoes, she 
was hardly a prepossessing fig
ure, but there was something 
commanding about her pres
ence. 

Her arrival in Providence in 
1932 was noted only by a small ' 
group of women, members of a 
new organization called Pioneer 
Women. Other than this small 
cadre, who had heard of this 
sh'lihah, this emissary from the 
Working Woman's Council in 
Palestine named Golda Myer
son? 

Providence was one of the first 
destinations in her fundraising 
tour in behalf of the Council, 
whose mission emphasized edu
cation, skills training and equal
ity for women. To conserve pre
cious dollars she raised during 
that time of the Great Depres
sion, she stayed in private homes 
and relied on public transit or 
proffered rides. No hotels, no 
taxis, not then. 

Her audiences in Providence 
were not large, but. those who 
came to hear her remembered 
the intensity of her gaze and the 

For Pioneer Women in Provi
dence, she would always be Gol
da, their chavera (friend), with 
whom they had a personal tie 
which time and distance could 
not dull. And they remembered, 
those who knew her in 1932, her 
special acts of kindness in car
ing for her hostess, Sarah Boy
man, bedridden with a broken 
hip. Golda extended her stay to 
lend a helping hand. 

When Golda, now Golda Meir, 
returned to Providence in 1951, 
despite the frumpy dress and 
shoes or her hair pulled back 
in an unstylish bun, she com
manded immediate attention. 
She was again an emissary, this 
time· from the State of Israel on 
behalf of Israel Bonds, and also 
Israel's Foreign Minister. David 
Ben-Gurion originated the idea, 
but she was the one chosen to 
sell the concept of investing in 
Israel. Especially in those early 
days, when asked about collater
al for the bonds, her answer was 
simple. The only collateral she 
could offer was the children and 
the future oflsrael. 

And all of Rhode Island re
sponded. There was an Israel 
Bond Drive with a Men's Divi-

FROM THE FRED KELMAN COLLECTION HOUSED IN THE RIJHA ARC HIVES 

Bess Myerson, left, and Chaya Segal 

sion and a Women's Division and 
a bond office on Custom·House 
Street. Corps of volunteers were 
mobilized to sell Israel Bonds. 
Synagogues and Zionist orga
nizations, B'nai B'rith Chapters 
and Jewish War Veteran Posts 
and auxiliaries all had bond 
drives. Programs were held 
with admittance by purchase of 
bond·s. Children and grandchil
dren were showered with bonds 
in denominations beginning 
at $100, the purchases proudly 
announced after speeches at 
dinners or rallies. Businesses, 

Jewish and non-Jewish, were 
solicited and responded. An air 
of excitement prevailed. In the 
1980s, a change of emphasis in 
the bond sales ended the general 
public's participation, but not 
the sales of bonds. 

The other Ms. Myerson? The 
second Ms. Myerson came to 
Providence a decade after Gol
da's second visit to Providence, 
for an appearance on behalf of 
Israel Bonds. She was someone 
to stand out in a crowd. Heads 
turned to follow the statuesque, 
raven-haired beauty, so elegant-

ly dressed; everyone knew her 
name. She was a celebrity, Bess 
Myerson, Miss America of 1945. 
Denied the endorsements that 
usually accompanied that title 
because she was Jewish and not 
representative of the majority, 
she turned her winning smile 
and easy charm into a successful 
career in TV, consumer protec
tion and humanitarian causes. 
Because of her personal experi
ence, she also gave her attention 
to Jewish causes, among them 
the State oflsrael Bonds. 

Bess Myerson came as an em
issary to keynote a meeting that 
honored the women who gave so 
much of their time and effort in 
behalf of Israel Bonds, as well as 
those who purchased the bonds. 
Those who were there remember 
well her heartfelt words and that 
captivating smile and the sense 
that she was one of us. 

Two Ms. Myersons, two wom
en so different in age, appear
ance, personality and the arcs of 
their Jives, yet united in purpose 
for the children and the future of 
Israel. 
GERALDINE FOSTER is a 
past president of the Rhode Is
land Jewish Historical Associa
tion. To comment about this or 
any RIJHA article: info@rijha. 
org. 
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Al Capp 
Filled with human frailties, poets may disappoint their admirers 

Al Capp created the 
"Shmoo" the year that I 
was in the 9th grade at 

Nathan Bishop Junior High 
School - in 1948. 

SKETCHBOOK 

MIKE FINK 

This cute li'l bowling pin
shaped critter had kindly and 
gentle eyes, a bit of a (useful) 
mustache, legs but no arms: 
It made a fine pet, but if you 
were hungry, it would keel over 
cheerfully "daid" and then 
gladly taste. like whatever it 
was you wanted. 

triumphs of his progress and 
declines througho9t his career. 

From the per spective of my 
own personal lifetime and that 
of my generation, I see Capp's 
passage under a different, per
haps softer, light. 

Yes, Al Capp was a competi
tive and vengeful person, un
forgiving of slights, unfaith
ful to his wife and even to his 
mistresses, often mean-spirited 
to his brothers who doubled 
as his business partners and 
negligent about his health. Ah, 
poets often disappoint their ad
mirers. They neither live up to 
the high ideals we expect from 
them nor the platforms they 

I guess, for me, it symbolized 
Nature, the Garden of Eden 
and childhood. This was also 
the year that Israel was reborn, I· 
incredibly, and, as well, the I 
springtime in which I served 
as president of my graduating 
class, a high honor for a pint
sized fellow like me. 

"LUNACY IN 
OUR society had 
moved over to 
the left." 

But back to the artist and his 
strip "Li'l Abner," the lad who 
lived lazily in pleasant pov
erty, in Dogpatch. Of course, 
Al Capp was, himself, a Jewish 
boy from New Haven, Conn., 
who had tragically lost a leg to a 
trolley car and who limped his 
way through a painful youth, 
trading on his courage, his tal
ent and his chutzpah. 

He was my hero and he intro
duced me to Jewish wit and wis
dom - totally and determinedly 
non-sentimental, and somehow 
far cruder, more blunt, yet also 
more wildly funny than the lat
er and fancier Philip Roth. 

Capp lived his life through 
the "funnies" and the ''com
ics." Those cheap arts were 
looked down on by the crit
ics but much admired by the 
world's newspaper readers and 
youthful fans. Capp's new biog
raphy by Michael Schumacher -
and Denis Kitchen, "Al Capp, A 
Life to The Contrary" (Blooms
bury, February 2013), empha
sizes the scandals among the 

propose. They are just people, 
like you and like me, with mor
al failings. Alas, biographers 
feed on their secret vices. 

But the sheer grandeur of 
Capp's intelligence, his daz
zling brilliance, his bravado, 
his Jewish neshamah (soul), 
his foresight, his abundant in
ventiveness - how about his 
virtues, on the other hand? His 
eloquent love of America, his 
respect for the common man 
and woman and for the little 
guys of his generation, for ex
ample. 

Artists need their egos and 
have to protect them the way 
birds protect their nest of eggs 
and hatchlings. Capp's Shmoo 
still exists, in the Valley o' the 
Shmoon, and can emerge if and 
when the world stops feeling 
threatened by such extravagant 
goodwill and generosity of spir
it, which are bad for business. 

I quote from the book a few 
lines from Capp's defense of his 
switch from "liberal" to "con
servative": "I was always aston-

Cranston Senior Guild 
holds luncheon 

CRANSTON - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will meet at Tem
ple Sinai at 1 p.m. on May 1, not 
at its usual location of Tama
risk. Temple Sinai is at 30 Ha
gen Ave., in Cranston. 

The Guild will hold its an
nual installation luncheon on 
Wednesday, June 5 at noon, at 
the West Valley Inn in War
wick. A raffle will follow the 
luncheon. 

Annual dues are $12 per per
son; the luncheon is $21 per 
paid-up member, with a choice 
of roast chicken or broiled 
scrod. To make reservations 
and dues payments, send one 
check for dues and one check 
for the luncheon to Natalie Pal
la, 650 E. Greenwich Ave., Apt. 
2-404, West Warwick, RI 02886. 

The deadline for luncheon 
reservations is May 14. 

ished when anyone called me a 
conservative. I had once been a 
champion of liberalism until it 
got drunk with sanctimonious
ness, and if it ever sobered up, 
I'd champion it again. The De
pression demanded progres
sive thinking. Conservatives 
looked foolish and pompous 
favoring big business when the 
average American was strug
gling to get by. Joe McCarthy 
and his supporters made it easy 
to dislike the paranoia of right
wingers. Conser vatives invited 
derision. But no more. It was a 
wrenching experience for me to 
realize suddenly that the main 
source of lunacy in our society 
had moved over to the left." 

I pur-
cha s ed 
t h e 
book by 
Kit c h -
en and 
Schum-
ac h er 
at Books 
on the 
Square, 
with its 
marvel-
ous col- ' 
l ec tion 
of biog-
i"aphies, 
CO m -
fo r table 
s ittin g 
areas for 
br ow s -
ing and 
welcom-
ing staff 
of help-
ful reg-
u 1 a r s . 
Of the 

-.. 
" -._ ._ 
vii . .. . .. - .. .. .. 

T z :I .. .. . ,, 
z .. • 

fa -

A life 
OJ tlte 

Contrary 
MICHAEL 

SCHUMACHER 
and 

DINIS 
KITCHEN 

I recall considering that hu
mor should surprise us, like 
love .. . moving away from mere 
opinions toward perceptions. 
And inventions. Just look at 
the list of characters designed 
hilariously by Al Capp, a writer 
as dazzling as he is an illustra
torii. Moonbeam McSwine, who 

· pffl~rs the company o' pigs, 
and the Wolf Gal - gorgeous, 
but unattainable. Bespectacled 
Available Jones, who will do 
anything too disgustin' for you 
to do for yourself. Marryin' 
Sam and 01' Man Mose. Gener
al Bullmoose and Barney Barn
smeil. The list is splendid and 
endless. 

b o ok , 
here's my judgment, for what 
it's worth. It 's an admirable 
achievement, though perhaps 
a bit harsh in its indictment of 
Capp's character or lack there
of. Capp crafted a hilarious 
folklore that mixed satire with 
affection for the mix of Jewish, 
American and Appalachian 

personalities, all a mixture 
of good and bad, like the art
ist himself and like the human 
species. 

MICHAEL FINK (mfink33@ 
aol.com) is an English professor 
at RISO. 

A New Season. 
A New Lifestyle. 

~ 
IE JP O C1HI® 

ASSISTED L I V I N G 

of Providence 

Did ·the senior in your life spend the wint~~ months cooped up? 

Was your free time spent cooking, cleaning or doing home 
maintenance for them? 

Spring is the perfect time for an enriching, new lifestyle! 

Assisted Living on Blackstone Boulevard 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

401-273-6565 
www.EPOCHBlackstoneAL.com ' 

(Mass Relay 711) 

Assisted Living on the East Side 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401-275-0682 
www.EPOCHEastSide.com 

Assisted Living . Memory Care . Respite . Fitness Center 
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Celebrating the story of Ruth and Naomi 

LEVITICUS: 21-24 
PARASHAT EMOR 

BY RABBI 
RICHARD PERLMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

!volunteered to write a D'var 
Torah for this issue of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, which 

happens. to include a special sec
tion on Mother's Day. 

Thinking about mothers, I 
am reminded of the upcoming 
festival of Shavu'ot. With that, 
I shall discuss not mothers but 
"motherhood." Why? Because 
on Shavu'ot we read about one 
of the greatest mothers-in-law 
in history. She is found in the 
book of Ruth, and her name is 
Naomi. Although it is titled The 
Book of Ruth, it could well have 
been called The Book of Naomi, 
for Naomi is in fact its central 
character. 

When Naomi returns to her 
ancestral home in Judah, Ruth 
insists on accompanying her, 
reciting the famous words we 
all recall in the classical formu
lation: "Entreat me not to leave 
thee." The more prosaic New 
JPS translation reads as fol
lows: "Do not urge me to leave 
you, to turn back and not fol
low you. For wherever you go, I 
will go, and wherever you lodge, 
I will lodge; your people shall 
be my people, and your God my 
God. Where you die, I will die, 
and there I will be buried. Thus 
and more may the LORD do to 
me, if anything but death parts 
me from you." (Ruth 1:16-18) 

This speech demonstrates 
Rut)l's loyalty. But, more impor
tantly, it can be read as a tribute 
to Naomi. Imagine the love Nao
mi must have shown her daugh
ter-in-law, to inspire the latter 

Mark N. Brown, 74 
PROVIDENCE - Mark Brown 

died April 18. Born in Boston, 
Mass., he was the son of the 
late Morris and Ida (Mofchum) 
Brown. · 

After graduating from Bos
ton Latin School, he earned an 
undergraduate degree from 
Harvard University, magna 
cum laude, a Ph.D. in history 
from Harvard University and 
an MLS from the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

He was a professor of history 
at Carnegie Mellon University, 
editor of the bibliography, "Eu
ropean Americana," and then 
curator of manuscripts at the 
John Hay Library at Brown 
University for 25 years until 
retiring in 2004. In 1989, his 
book, "The Works of George 
Savile Marquis of Halifax," was 
published by Oxford University 
Press. During his retirement, 
he served on the Rhode Island 
Historical Records Advisory 
Board and was an avid gene-

Naomi is the model mother-in-law 
to follow her to an unknown, 
foreign land! And when they ar
rive, Naomi arranges a match 
for Ruth. Finally, when Ruth and 
Boaz marry and produce a son, 
Naomi cares for the baby so as
siduously that people call him 
"Naomi's son." 

Rabbi Richard Perlman 

Naomi is the model mother-in
law in Jewish history - loving, 
devoted and smart. She does 
not say: "How dare you betray 
the memory of my son, your 
dead husband, by remarrying?" 
Instead, she herself engineers 
Ruth's remarriage. Truly, a mod-
el mother-in-law! . 

Down the centuries, countless 
women have supported their 
daughters and sons-in-law emo
tionally and financially. So let's 
not make fun of mothers-in-law; 

. they deserve the same reverence 
and respect as our own mothers. 

For this reason I often honor 
in-laws at weddings. I do so dur
ing the bedeken ceremony, when 
the groom covers the bride's 
face with a veil, symbolically 
acknowledging that there are 
areas in his new bride's life into 
which he should never intrude. 
This is when I ask the in-laws to 

bless both of their children (their 
child by birth and their child by 
marriage) and to express their 
good wish for each of them. Al
most always, tears well up in ev
eryone's eyes and this becomes 
one of the holiest moments in the 
lives of all those present. 

Let me share an anecdote 
about a wedding where the 
bride's father had died only 18 
days earlier. The bride's mother, 
feeling a need to speak for her 
husband as well as for herself, 
told the groom: "Take good care 
of my daughter - if you hurt her, 
I'll kill you!" 

This was a very appropri
ate blessing under the circum
stances; It is exactly what every 
father-in-law wants to say at the 
bedeken! 

Let me share a remarkable 
prayer from A Jewish Woman's 
Prayer Book. This siddur con
tains a collection of prayers writ
ten by women that encompass 
all of life's spiritual moments. 
There are prayers for brides 
to recite on their wedding-eve; 
prayers before giving - birth; 
prayers for infertile women; 
prayers to recite at a mikveh and 
prayers in time of illness and 
upon recovery. 

To my surprise, this prayer 
book included a prayer to be 
said by a new mother-in-law! 
I am familiar with prayers by 
brides, new mothers and women 
struggling with infertility or 
illness; but a prayer on becom
ing a mother-in-law? This was 
something new to me, so I read 
it with great interest; I found 
it very moving. It expresses 
the innermost feelings of every 
woman at this sacred moment in 
her life. The English translation 
reads: "Adonai, Creator of the 
world: nothing is hidden from 

OBITUARIES 
alogist, unearthing numerous 
family connections across the 
world. 

He is survived by his children 
Amanda and Jonathan Brown, 
his sister Jane Stempel and his 
longtime companion Joanna 
Katsune. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Jewish Genealogical Soci
ety, 15 West 16th St., New York, 
NY 10011, www.jgsny.org. 

Tina Cher■ick, 91 
WARWICK - Tina Chernick 

died April 9. She was the wife 
of the late David Chernick and 
the late Francis Jordan. 

Born in Vienna, Austria, a 
daughter of the late Solomon 
and Schewa (Geisinger) Korner, 
she had lived in Cranston, War
wick and Providence. A vice 
president of the RI Chapter of 
the Muscular Dystrophy As
sociation of America, she had 
sponsored the Medical Health 
Care Law involving emergency 
care. She was an avid sup-

porter of the Cranston Fire De
partment and she fought for an 
elevator in Cranston East High 
School. 

A Holocaust survivor whose 
family was saved by the resi
dents of Oppido Lucano in Italy, 
she had attended Oswego State 
Teachers College and was a 
member of Hamilton House. 

She was the mother of Cindy 
Halpern of Centerport, N.Y., 
and the late Russell, Stuart and 
Anita Chernick; the sister of 
the late Abraham, Leo, Clara, 
Regina and Mina Korner; 
grandmother of Robin (Halp
ern) Nankin of Orlando, Fla., 
and great- grandmother of Scott 
Nankin, also of Orlando. 

Contributions may be made to 
Chernick Memorial Fund, RIC, 
800 Mt. Pleasant Ave., Provi
dence, RI . 02908 or Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, 931 Jef
ferson Blvd., Warwick, RI. 

Lenore Edenba■111, 87 
CRANSTON - Lenore Eden-

You: Search my innermost parts 
and imbue me wlth good spirit. 
Grant me favor in the eyes of my 
sons-in-law and my daughters, 
and grace with my sons and my 
daughters-in-law. Let me see 
no flaws in them, not hear any 
faults ; Let me feel no resentment 
toward them, not act in a miserly 
way; Let no hint of jealousy be 
aroused in me, nor any vice lurk 
within. Let me always encounter 

"MOTHERS
IN-LAW ... 
DESERVE the 
same reverence 
and respect as our 
own mothers." 

them at a good time, and nour
ish them with warmth and love. 
May they raise their children 
with joy and earn a comfortable 
living; ... I place my faith in You, 
my God, and spread my prayers 
before You; Let my lips utter 
P~ayer to Y~µ in awe and praise. 
Amen." 

I especially like the sentiment: 
"Let me see );IO flaws in them, 
nor hear any faults." To me, 
this means: "Let me not look for 
things to criticize, for that will 
only alienate them from me." 
And also: "Let me not be drawn 
into taking sides betwe!,P. them, 
for that will not do me or them 
any good." 

"Let me feel no resentment to
ward them" means: "Let me not 

baum died April 20. She was 
the wife of the late Jesse Eden
baum. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Louis and Sadie 
(Garlick) Deluty, she had lived 
in Cranston for more than 50 
years. She was a member of 
Temple Sinai. 

The mother of Donna Ross 
and her husband Mark of War
wick, Saul Edenbaum and his 
wife Dana of Merion, Penn., and 
Joshua Edenbaum of Narragan
sett, she was the grandmother 
of Jared and Maria, Seth and 
Danielle and Hal. The great
grandmother of Noah, she was 
the sister of Helene Klein and 
Gertrude Nelson, both of Cran
ston, and the late Jerome De
luty. 

Contributions may be made 
to Home and Hospice Care of 
RI, 1085 North Main St., Provi
dence, RI 02904. 
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regard my son-in-law/daughter
in-law as a rival for my child's 
affection, for that is not the right 
way to think about them." And 
"Let me always encounter them 
at a good time" means: "May I 
not intrude upon their privacy 
and may I respect the boundar
ies to which they are entitled." 
Indeed, a profound and beautiful 
prayer! 

To anyone with children or 
grandchildren about to get mar
ried, I would suggest that you 
acquire this siddur, because this 
prayer expresses the innermost 
hopes and deepest desires that 
are (or should be) in the heart of 
every parent on the sacred day of 
their child's marriage. By saying 
that our child's chosen soul-mate 
is not our rival but our child's 
fulfillment, this prayer tells us 
that the partner of our child has 
become our child forever - just . 
as with Naomi and Ruth. 

That is why I pay tribute to 
motherhood - and especially to 
mothers-in-law. For all those 
parents and in-laws who strive 
to keep the children's love by 
sharing their heart's deepest de
sires for them, I pray that these 
wishes will be heard and an
swered. 

May God bless each of us and 
our children and their spouses; 
may God enable us to be as close 
with our children as Naomi was 
with Ruth. 

Happy Mother's Day to all 
mothers everywhere! 

RABBI RICHARD PERLMAN 
(rabbirichardperlman@cox. 
net), spiritual leader at Temple 
Am David, a Conservative syna
gogue in Warwick, is a member 
of the Greater Rhode Island 
Board of Rabbis. 

Candle 
Lighting limes 
Greater R.I. area 

·l · I ., -

April 26 ........ - ........ 7:20 :,i:;} 
May 3 ...................... 7:27 
Mayl0 ..................... 7:35 
May 17 ..................... 7:42 . 
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Pa1IGree1span,8& 
PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. -

Paul Greenspan, formerly of 
Norwich, Conn., died April 11. 
A Holocaust survivor, he was 
born in Poland in 1927, the son 
of Miriam Schweitzer and Wil
liam Greenspan. 

After his liberation from the 
labor camp, he married the 
former Eva Stern in 1947 and 
in 1956, along with their tw~ 
children, immigrated to Israel. 
In 1962, the family moved once 
again; this time to Norwich, 
so they could reunite with his 
three siblings who also sur
vived the Holocaust. His par
ents and four younger siblings 
all perished. 

In Norwich, he operated a suc
cessful upholstering business 
until his retirement in 1995. He 
was active in the Brothers of Jo
seph Synagogue, singing in the 
choir; for the High Holy Days, 
he would travel to synagogues 
in small outlying towns to con
duct services. He was fond of 
cantorial music and soccer, a 
sport he played professionally 
in Poland in the 1950s. He was 
active at Temple Young Israel 
in Century -Village, Pembroke 
Pines, and served as its gabbai 
for many years. 

He is survived by his daugh
ter Miriam Katz Shana and 
her husband Charles Shana 
M.D. of Barrington, and fou; 
grandchildren: Daniel Shana 
of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Phillip 
Shana of East Providence, Dr. 
Emily Greenspan Willard and 
her husband Christopher Wil
lard of Washington, D.C., and 
Kimberly Greenspan Melman 
and her husband, Alec Melman 
Esq. of Brooklyn, N.Y. ' 

He is also survived by his 
· brother Zelig Greenspan, niece 
Etta Cohen, nephews William 
Greenspan, William Sadek and 
Leonard Sadek and many cous
ins and their children. He was 
predeceased in 2008 by his wife 
Eva, to whom he had been mar
ried for 60 years; his son Isaac, 

who died in 2002; and his two 
sisters Hanna Szadman and 
Rose Sadek. He was also re
cently predeceased by his com
panion Fay Klein. 

Donations may be made to 
the Holocaust Program at Jew
ish Family Service of Broward 
County, 100 S. Pine Island Road 
Suite 230, Plantation, FL 33324.' 

Jacob "Jack" P. Fink 
CRANSTON - Jacob Fink 

died April 11. He was the hus
.,,,.,..,.,.....,...,,,,,, band of Marilynn 

Claire (Silver
man) Fink for 65 
years. 

Born in Provi
dence, a son of 
the late Louis and 
Etta (Rakatan

sky) Fink, he had lived in Cran
ston and Boynton Beach, Fla. 
He was the owner and president 
of Louis Fink Scrap Metal Com-

pany, until his retire-
~ ment in 1985. He was 
~ a World War II Air 

Force veteran serv
ing in Europe. 

A graduate of Bryant College, 
he was a member of the Jewish 
War Veterans, Touro Fraternal 
Association, Overseas Lodge 
#40 AF & AM, Temple Am Da
vid and a former board member 
and founder of Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

He was the father of David 
Fink and his wife Heleene of 
Marblehead, Mass., and Sha
ron Fink-Custis and her hus
band Howard of Johnston. The 
grandfather of Adam and Bry
an Fink and Rebecca Custis, he 
was the brother of the late Na
than, Paul and Harold Fink. 

Contributions may be made to 
Shriners Hospital Transporta
tion Fund or Temple Am David. 

Ja■ie D. Mayer, 19 
COVENTRY - Jamie Mayer 

died April 20. A 2012 honors 
graduate of .Coventry High 
School, he was a freshman at 
Franklin Pierce University in 
New Hampshire. 

He is survived by his parents 

OBITUARIES 
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William and Ellen (Feinstein) 
Mayer, his sister Alexa, and his 
.----,=-- grandparents Har

ris S. and Faith L. 
Feinstein, and was 

1.--.~ .. - 1111 predeceased by his 
paternal grand
parents, the late 
William H. Mayer 
and Barbara Jean 
Cunningham. He 

also leaves many aunts, uncles 
and cousins 

Exuberant and passionate 
in life, especially when strum
ming his guitar, hanging out 
with friends, sharing quality 
time with his family and cheer
ing on the New York Giants 
with his father. He made better 
the lives of all with whom he 
came into contact. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Jamie Mayer Memorial 
Fund (www.facebook.com/ Ja
mieMayerMemorialFund www. 
facebook.com / JamieMayer 
Memoria!Fund) or the Jamie 
Mayer Benefit Account c/o Ran
dolph Savings Bank, 730 Centre 
of New England Blvd., Coven
try, RI 02816. 

Shiva will be observed at his 
lafe residence on Thursday, 
April 25 from 7 - 9 p.m. 
~V9--

fra■CIS Mes~over 
LOS ANGELES, Calif. -

Frances Meshover died March 
25. Born in New Bedford, Mass., 
she was a daughter of the late 
Morris and Rose Futtersak. She 
grew up in Fall River, Mass., 
and was a graduate of B.M.C. 
Durfee High School. 

She enlisted in the WAVES 
during World War II and served 

• 
in the Navy Depart
ment in Washington, 
D.C. 

The wife of the late 
Irving Meshover, she is sur
vived by her sons Stephen of Or
lando, Fla., and William of Los 
Angeles, Calif., and her daugh
ter, Sheryl Puett of Spokane, 
Wash. She leaves five grand
childreil, three great-grand
children and a · brother, David 
Futtersak, of Warwick. She was 
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active in many charitable Jew
ish and Israeli organizations. 

Howard A. Wei■er, 93 
BREWER, Maine - Howard 

Weiner died April 19. He was 
the second son of the late Alex
ander and Nettie (Rubin) Wein
er. Born in 1920 on Leap Year 
Day, he graduated from Classi
cal High School and Brown Uni
versity, summa cum laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa. 

He began post-graduate stud
ies at Harvard Law School, but 
was called into active military 
service in 1942. He served as a 

staff sergeant with 

·- a MASH unit in the 
-=..:a Philippines. After the 

war, he went ito busi
ness with his father and broth
ers to manufacture costume 
jewelry. In 1946, he married 
Charlotte Lieberman of Boston 
Mass. ' 
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Zarum. Born in Providence, 
she was a daughter of the late 
Bernard and Dora (Lichtman) 
Stone. 

An avid · reader and active 
member of the Westerly Senior 
Citizens Center, she eajoyed 
playing bridge, mahjong and 
canasta. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter Diane and her husband Mag
istrate Edward H. Newman; her 
sister Sylvia Blazar; her daugh
ter-in-law Sandra Zarum and 
her granddaughters Shana and 
Rachel. She was the mother of 
the late Dr. Barry Zarum and 
sister of the late Nathan Stone. 

Contributions may be made to 
the American Cancer Society, 5 
Manley St., West Bridgewater, 
MA 02379 or the Westerly Se
nior' Citizens Center, 39 State 
St., Westerly, RI 02891. 

Shiva will be observed at her 
late residence, the home of Di
ane and Edward Newman on 
Thursday, April 25, from 7 - 9 
p.m., Friday, April 26, from 2 -
4 p.m., Saturday, April 27, from 
7:30 - 9 p.m., and Sunday, April 
28, from 2 - 4 p.m. and 7 - 9 p.m. 

A successful businessman 
for 40 years, he was a member 
of Temple Emanu-El, the Pyra
mid Club and the Masons. He 
eajoyed softball, tennis and 
bridge. He was a benefactor 
of the Rhode Island Matadors 
Drum and Bugle Corps as well 
as its junior organization, the Allu S. Ze■ofsky, 72 
Picadors. WEST GREENWICH - Allen 

After retiring in 1985, he pur- Zenofsky died April 10. He was 
sued his lifelong passion for law the husband of Miriam (Mar
and became a paralegal work- golis) Zenofsky. Born in Prcivi
ing with local firms for several dence, he was a son of the late 
years. Israel and Gertrude (Tesler) 

He is survived by his sons, Zenofsky. 
Jordan M. Weiner and his wife Besides his wife, he is sur
Leslie of Florida, Leonard An- vived by his children, David 
thony Weiner of Florida and Zenofsky, and Amy Bergeron 
Bruce M. Weiner of California. and her husband Tim and his 
He was the father of the late grandchildren, T.J. and Keaton 
Rachel Purple Daigle and the . Bergeron. 
cousin of the late Lucille Irving - Contributions may be made 
of Providence. to the Dana-Farber Cancer In-

stitute, PO Box 849168, Boston, 

Est~er Zar■11, 90 
WESTERLY - Esther Zarum 

died April 22. She was the wife 
of the late Bernard "Barney" 

MA02284. 
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PHOTOS I NANCY KIRSCH 

Jeffrey Savit, president and chief executive officer of the Jewish Al
liance of Greater Rhode Island, left, and Richard Licht, chair of the 
Alliance board, converse before the opening event of the Alliance's 
ISRAEL@SIXTY-FIVE celebration. The Wednesday, April 10 event 

featured the film, "Life in Stills," with special guest Ben Peter. 
Eddie Bruckner, Alliance vice president of financial resource devel
opment, left, and Melvin Zurier are among the crowd at the opening 

celebration on Wednesday, April 10. 
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At left, Chef Ilan Barniv leads a cooking 
demonstration of Israeli food at Temple 
Beth-El on Thursday, April 11. Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island staff · 
members Wendy Joering and Michelle 
Cicchitelli (back to camera) assisted 

Barniv at the cooking class, which also 
included dinner. 

Chef Daren Bulley led a similar event 
at Touro Synagogue in Newport on the 

same evening. 

From April 10 - 21, the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
sponsored films, lectures, cook
ing classes, concerts and a walk 

related to ISRAEL@SIXTY-FIVE. 
Venues included (in order of the 

events' appearance) the Alliance, 
Temple Beth-El, Touro Synagogue, 
Temple Am David, Temple Sinai, 
Temple Shalom, the Rhode Island 

Statehouse, Congregation Beth 
Sholom, Temple Habonim, Brown 
RISO Hillel, URI Hillel, Temple 

Emanu-EI and the Wilbury Group 
Theatre. Hundreds of members of 
the Jewish community attended 
one or more of these programs! 

Below, community members gather near 
the Statehouse on Sunday, April 14, as 

part of "Walk the Land." 
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Chloe Savit, 14, moved the crowd attending the Noa concert with her rendition 
of "The Star-Spangled Banner" and "Hatikvah" on Sunday, April 18. Savit is a 
daughter of Jeffrey Savit, Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island's president/ 

chief executive officer, and Lori Barnet. 
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Temple Emanu-El Cantor Brian Mayer leads members of the 
Kol Kesem HaZamir Providence choir before the April 18 Noa concert. 

Judge Marjorie Yashar at the Noa concert, which was gener
ously funded by the Dr. James Yashar & Judge Marjorie 

Yashar Fund at the Jewish Federation Foundation. 
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Noa is ably backed up by the Yoed Nir String Quartet (not pictured). 

Noa and Gil Dor, her musical director, perform together. 

Gloria Febish and Noa talk at the post-concert reception. 

Two-and-one-half-year old Noa Montane, 
daughter of Sarah Abeles and Patrick Mon

tane, radiated excitement at the Noa concert. 
Her daughter, said SarahAbeles, is named for 
the adult musician. Six hundred people, some 
of whom are pictured behind the young Noa, 

filled Beth-El's sanctuary for the concert. 
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Installation of: Stiar.on Gaines as Cliair. of ttie Boarct 
iTri6ute to Ridiarct 'l'l. l!idit 
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lewisti F.ecleration F.ounctation 
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