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Emuna h Children's Center boys perform in Isr ael. 

Annual Campaign raises 
$2.58 million for programs 

Sixty percent of the funds remain in R.I. 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Money 
makes the world go ' round," 
sang Joel Gray and Liza Min
nelli in "Cabaret." 

More than 300 Jewish pro
grams in greater Rhode Is-

SOME 
HIGHLIGHTS INSIDE 

U RUNAWAV 
- ROOSTER 

WE NEED 
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land, Israel and around the 
world wilJ go 'round, thanks to 
Alliance investments of $2.58 
million. By comparison, $2.59 
was a llocated last year. 

Calling himself fortunate 
that his Alliance colleagues 
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Noa NOASMUSIC.COM 

Acclaimed Israeli singer Noa 
will perform in concert 

Politically-inclined musician sangfor President Barack Obama in Israel 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri .org 

PROVIDENCE - Cher, Madonna, Prince, Bono, 
Sting and Adele: To this list of single-named rock 
stars, add Noa! 

Known in Israel by her given name Achinoam 
Nini, Noa is Israel's leading international concert 
and recording artist. She will perform for local 
audiences at Temple Beth-El on Sunday, April 21 
as the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island's 
final signature event of lsrael@Sixty-five cel
ebrations. 

Noa talked with The Voice & Herald in a Skyped 

interview several weeks ago. Excerpts of the in
terview follow. 

Q: You sing pop, rock, blues, rhythm and 
blues, folk ... and in so many different lan
guages. How did that come to be? 

A: I speak English, Hebrew, Italian, French and 
[I am] pretty fair in Spanish. Sometimes when I 
visit different countries, I will try to learn a folk 
song or a children's song in their language. [It's 
a] way to say 'thank you' to an audience [who lis
tened] to my original songs in my culture [and 

MUSIC j 41 

Children get 
their hands dirty at JCDSRI 
Gardening is part of day schools full curriculum 

BY JAMIE FAITH WOODS 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

This is the fourth school year 
JCDSRI is home to an outdoor 
garden and garden education 
program. Recently, fifth grad
ers marveled over their tulips, 
planted in the fall of 2011, which 
are coming up in the shape of 

PROVIDENCE - Spring at the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island means students 
can once again get their hands 
dirty - in our school garden. 

DIGGING j 27 

L-:3!!!!!;~ !L=----llll!~~ ~ --J Annabelle, in 20ll, didn't need the magnifying glass she 
holds to discover peppers in the JCDSRI garden. 
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Middle school students enjoy a sweet twist on Passover traditions 
B Y BRITTANY RITELLE I 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

NEWTON CENTRE, Mass. -
When most people think about 
Passover Seders, they think 
about the four cups of wine, the 
maror, the haroset, the matzah 
ball soup, etc. 

But for several students from 
Massachusetts and Rhode Is
land who participate in BBYO 
Connect (for students in sixth, 
seventh and eighth grades), 
their pre-Passover Seder was, 
well, a little bit sweeter. At their 
March 24 Seder, chocolate milk 
replaced wine, dark chocolate 
replaced the bitter herbs, Kit
Kat candy bars served as the 

BBYO Connect kids gather after their chocolate Seder. 

shank bone and strawberries with 
chocolate sauce stood in for parsley 
and saltwater! 

The nearly two-dozen kids who at
tended the event, held on the Hebrew 
College campus were empowered to 
engage with the Passover Seder in 
a fun and creative way. Not only did 
chocolate dominate the Seder meal, 
it also allowed students to make new 
friends and to work in teams to cre
ate skits about the Passover story, the 

Mia Gershon of Cranston, at left, and Daisy Leepson of Four Questions and the Ten Plagues. 
North Kingstown at the chocolate Seder . 
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"I've been to a lot of Seders, but this 
was my first time doing it with choc
olate, said Eliana Stein, of Warwick. 
"My favorite part of [the program 
was] seeing old friends and making 
new ones." 

Eliana was part of the group acting 
out the dayyenu section of the Seder. 

An afikomen hunt and creating 
Passover art on paper plates - using 
chocolate and other foods on the ta
ble - were also part of the festivities. 

"My favorite part .. . was when we 

made pictures with chocolate," said 
Nettie Leepson of North Kingstown. 
"This was my first time at a choco
late Seder, and I had fun! " 

BBYO/ B'nai Brith Youth Or
ganization: bbyo.org/ region/ ner/ 
bbyo_connect 

BRITTANY RITELL (brittany
ritell@yahoo.com), a BBYO alum, is 
an intern for the New England Re
gion of BBYO. 
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Honoring 
the heroism 
of those who 
came before 

Yorn Ha-Shoah 
program recognizes 

local minister 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - At this year's Yorn 
Ha-Shoah observance, Reverend Dr. 
Donald Anderson, executive minis
ter of the Rhode Island State Coun
cil of Churches, received the "Never 
Again" Award. 

Presented each year by the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, 
the award recognizes an individual 
or group of individuals who work to 
reduce anti-Semitism, racism and 
prejudice. 
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Some 250 people left the beauti
ful weather of an April afternoon to 
gather at Temple Emanu-El in Provi
dence for the interfaith commemora
tion of Yorn Ha-Shoah, the somber 
annual remembrance of the victims 
of the Holocaust. 

PHOTOS I NANCY KIRSCH _ 

Lilliane Burch, left, and Barbara Fields prep~re memorial candles; Kol Kesem Providence choir members - Eve Stein, left, partially 
obscured, Rachel Kaufman, Eli Lederberg, Alicia Blazer, Jesse Bren man and Mollie Westrick - observe. 

Held on the anniversary of the up
rising of the Warsaw Ghetto - when 
the Jews valiantly fought what they 
knew would be a losing battle against 
the Nazis- Yorn Ha-Shoah is observed 
in communities around the world. 

Year in and year out, Emanu-El 

REMEMBERING I 17 
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Celebrating WRJ's centennial year with visit to Israel, Berlin 
District board member of Women of Reform Judaism reflects on remarkable experience 

BY BARBARA 
HOROVITZ BROWN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

EAST GREENWICH - The 
Women of Reform Judaism 
(WRJ) celebrated its centennial 
year with a March 5-17 trip to 
Israel and Berlin. The trip was 
packed with behind-the-scenes 
experiences that I could never 
have witnessed on my own. I 
was the only Rhode Island rep
resentative among the 27 par
ticipants from the United States 
and Canada. 

Established in 1913, as women 
struggled for recognition and 
equality, WRJ was originally 
called the National 
Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods and was 
renamed in 1993 to 
more accurately re
flect Reform Jewry in 
Sisterhoods around 
the world. 

PHOTOS I BA RBA RA BROWN 
WRJ officers gather around a rabbinical student as he reads from the Torah in Berlin. 

Friends Forever, one mekhinah 
volunteer works with high-risk 
kids, many of whom are of Arab 
descent. 

gregations in Israel, and one of 
26 WRJ affiliates in Israel. We 
talked about WRJ's YES Fund, 
which provides funding for 
Youth, Education and Special 
Projects initiatives. 

A "twinning" program exists 
between North American syna
gogues' Sisterhoods and Israel's 
Reform women's groups. Each 
twin pair decides how to struc
tli.re their relationship; in some 
cases, North Americans twins 
may advocate for Reform Jew
ish women in Israel who may 
not be able to practice their re
ligion as they wish. 

Jewish geography 
Kibbutz Lotan, north of Eilat, 

focuses on ecology, sustainabil
ity, community and Judaism. 
On 70 acres ofland, in one of the 
world's most arid areas - less 
than one inch of rain per year 
- the kibbutz has a thriving 
garden, using a saltwater drip 
irrigation system, a recycling 
center, solar ovens and light
ing, and toilets that use no wa
ter but don't smell! 

Today, WRJ repre
sents 765,000 women 
in" nearly 500 groups 
worldwide; it sup
ports the Reform 
movement's precept 
of placing Jewish 

Barbara Browl! 

army leadership 
training opportu
nity, a mekhinah, 
which receives 
funding from the 
Reform move

At the Hotline for Migrant 
Workers, we learned that most 
migrant workers serve as home 
healthcare workers for long 
hours at low pay and for one 
person, until that individual 
dies. Then, lacking citizenship, 

they must leave Israel. Many 
migrant workers establish il
legal businesses in Israel, as 
non-citizens can't own legal 
businesses. The Hotline was es
tablished to help such migrant 
workers. 

And Jewish geography was 
alive and well! After I returned 
home, I learned that Bill Miles, 
a Temple Emanu-El member, 
had written a book about Kib-

women on a plane of religious 
equality with men and is active 
in a wide range of women's and 
social justice issues. 

In Jaffa, we visited one pre-

ment in Israel and WRJ. At this 
mekhinah, participants help 
young and elderly residents of 
Jaffa's ethnically diverse com
munity. In a program called 

~ -------Ju st right 

On International Women's 
Day, March 8, we met with the 
women of Beit Daniel, one of 
the original Progressive con- REFORM I 33 

''OWNING A HOME 
WE CAN AFFORD~' 

The mortgage experts at BayCoast Bank are ready to make your 
dreams a reality with a full line of fixed and adjustable rate loans, 
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and lines of credit, and first-time home buyer programs. For trusted 
advice and local knowledge, call us today 

facebook.com/BayCoastBank • www.BayCoastBank.com 
BayCoast 

BANK. 
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Yitzhal< Tabenl<in is honored in Israel 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Eugenia 
Naroditskiy, editor of Vestnik 
of RI, interviewed Alexan
der Tabenkin, who emigrated 
to Rhode Island in 1977, for a 
March 2013 issue of Vestnik 
of RI, Rhode Island's Russian 
newspaper for Russian Jews. 
The Voice & Herald is publish
ing the interview, which was 
translated into English by Ta
benkin, in two parts. The first 
part, which addressed the early 
years of Yitzhak Tabenkin (Al
exander's father's first cousin), 
appeared in the March 29 issue. 

BY EUGENIA NARODITSKIY 

Q: Can you discuss early 
kibbutz life? 

A: Until not so long ago, 
when the social structure of 
the kibbutz started to change 
from a socialist to more efficient 
capitalist principles, kibbutz 
members received only a small 
amount of 'pocket money.' All 
they needed - food, clothes, 
transportation, educational 
and medical expenses, rental 
cars, childcare and care for 
elderly people, etc. - were free. 
The decision on what kibbutz 
members could receive, as result 
of the kibbutz business activity, 
was made at the meeting of 
kibbutz members. For example, 
the decision on when kibbutz 
members will receive a color TV, 
to replace a black-and-white unit, 
was-made at such a meeting. 

In those days, most kibbutz 
members had breakfast and din
ner in the dining ro.om. 

Today, kibbutz members re
ceive a salary and pay for ser
vices, but prices are discounted. 
Most members have meals in the 
dining room only on Fridays and 
Jewish holidays; they prepare 
meals at home, as apartments 
have all the necessary equip
ment for cooking. 

Today, the influence of the kib
butz movement on Israeli society 
has become smaller. Many kib
butzim gave up the principle of 
communal living that was suc-
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Zionist helped build nascent kibbutz movement in pre-statehood Israel 

Yitzhak Tabenkin in 1968 

cessful during the first dozens 
of years before and after the es
tablishment of the State oflsrael. 
In addition to agriculture, many 
kibbutzim have small- and medi
um-size industries and employ 
non-members. 

Working cooperatives 
(moshavim) did not change as 
much as kibbutzim .. . they are 
popular with immigrants from 
Africa, Asia and Arab countries. 

Q: Israeli agriculture is 
one of the most productive in 
the world. Why is the myth -
'Jews do not like to work in 
agriculture' - still alive? 

A: Jews, at least in the Rus
sian Empire, were not allowed to 
own land. Expecting all kinds of 
persecution, including pogroms, 
they had to be prepared to run on 
short notice; obviously, whatever 
valuables they owned, had to be 
'portable.' 

This myth is a fabrication of 
anti-Semites, and kibbutzim are] 
the best proof of successful 'Jew
ish agriculture.' 

Q: Kibbutz Ein Harod played 
an important role in creating 
Haganah, the Jewish self-de
fense force. What can you tell 
us about it? 

A: Tabenkin deserves credit 
for creating a system of active 
self-defense. Ein Harod became 
one of several Haganah bases, 
with small, well-trained mobile 
groups who were capable of am
bushing Arab gangs. Before, 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Arabs initiated the conflicts by 
attacking Jews. Charles Ord 
Wingate, a British officer and a 
descendant of a Scottish mili
tary family, greatly influenced 
Haganah training. Wingate 
was a Protestant who believed · 
that Jews should return to the 
Land of Ancestors. The base of 
his activities was in Ein Harod. 
Wingate organized legal night 
patrols to protect the Iraq-Haifa 
pipeline from Arab gangs. 

To provide military training 
for Haganah, illegal at the time 
of the British Mandate, those 
patrols Were manned by young 
Haganah fighters. 

Captain Wingate was a bril
liant officer and teacher. Under 

his command, Jewish fighters 
received excellent training in 
military theory and practical 
experience. His impact on Haga
nab commanders and fighters 
was enormous. Many of his stu
dents became the first command· 
ers of Haganah and Palmah, the 
foundation of the Israel Defense 
Force; among them was Moshe 
Dayan. 

Wingate did not hide his sup
port for the establishment of a 
Jewish State and the need to 
create strong and active Jewish 
military forces. 

The British Military Com
mand was displeased by his re
marks; in 1939, the captain was 
expelled from Palestine with no 

right to return. 
Q: You have visited Israel 

many times. Your impres
sions? 

A: I was in Israel for the first 
time in 1982. I can see tremen
dous progress in science, modern 
technology and infrastructure. 

I love Israel .. . I have many 
friends and relatives there and I 
look forward to my next visit. 

EUGENIA NARODITSKIY 
(enaroditskiy@gmail.com) is 
editor ofVestnik of Rhode Island. 

ALEXANDER TABENKIN 
(aftabenkin@hotmail.com) lived 
in Rhode Island for 35 years. He 
is now a resident of Natick, Mass. 
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Roundtable 
ongun 

violence in 
Rhode Island 

Alliance CRC and 
NCJW/Rhode Island 
Section offer a presen
tation for community 

PROVIDENCE - The National 
Council of Jewish Women/ RI 
Section and· the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island's 
Community Relations Council 
invite teens, parents, commu
nity advocates and the general 
public to a panel discussion, 
"The Face of Gun Violence in 
Rhode Island: Causes and Solu-
tions." 

The pro-

COM·MUNITY · 
www.jvhri.org 

The Face of Gun Violence 
in Rhode Island 

Causes and Solutions 

will offer his perspective on 
the impact of gun violence on 
the city of Providence; Teny 
Gross, executive director of 
the Institute for the Study and 
Practice of Non-Violence, will 

rehab, gang influence and men
tal health issues of offenders; 
Rhode Island State Represen
tative Teresa Tanzi (D-Narra
gansett and South Kingstown) 
will focus on her proposed gun 

legislation and 
gram, free 
and open to 
the commu
nity, will be 
held on Mon
day, May 6, at 
7 p.m. at the 
Providence 
Marriott, 1 
Orms St., in 
Providence. 

NCJ 
R what the pub

lic can do to get 
the bill passed 
and "Jane Doe" 
will share her 
personal story. 

U.S. Senator 
Sheldon White
house is honor-

National Council of Jewish Women 

Dr. Michael Fine, director of 
the Rhode Island Department 
of Health, will moderate the 
multi-member panel. 

Steven Pare, Providence 
commissioner of public safety, 

talk about the social problems 
of offenders; Roberta Richman, 
retired assistant director for 
rehabilitative services, Rhode 
Island Department of Correc
tions, will focus on how offend
ers got guns, the possibilities of 

ary chairman 
of the event. The · Melvin and 
Patty Alperin Fund under
wrote this program. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
831-2175. 
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R.I. Jew)sh Historical 
Association holds 

59th annual meeting 
Chef Walter Potenza will discuss 
Sephardic Italian-! ewish cuisine 

PROVIDENCE - Chef Wal
ter Potenza will be the guest 
speaker at the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Associa
tion's 59th annual meeting. 
The event, free and open to 
the community, will be held 
on Sunday April 28, at 2 p.m., 
at Temple Beth-El on Provi
dence's East Side. Potenza 
will offer dessert, as well, to 
those in attendance. 

Potenza, food historian, 
owner of Potenza Ristorante 
on Atwells Avenue on Federal 
Hill in Providence and found
er of Chef Walter's Cooking 
School, will speak on the his
tory of Jewish cuisine in Italy 

Chef Walter is the leading 
expert on the cuisine of the 
Jews present in the Italian 
Peninsula since Roman times. 
His presentation focuses on 
the lifestyle, foods and reli
gious laws of the Jews. His re
search is based on the voyages 
of Benjamin da Tudela, a 12th 
century Spanish Jew who 
wrote extensively about the 
Jewish communities of Ge
noa, Pisa, Rome and Palermo. 

The presentation will in
clude an introduction to the 
geographic and historical set
ting of Jewish life, develop
ment of Jewish cuisine in Italy 
and descriptions of Sephardic 
Jewish-Italian dishes adopted 
by gentiles in Italy. 

The following individuals 

. . . . Silverman 
cGo ern 

Chef Walter Potenza 

will be installed _as officers: 
Michael Schwartz as presi
dent, Ruth Breindel as 1st 
vice president, David Gitlitz 
as 2nd vice president, Max
ine Goldin as secretary and 
David Bazar as treasurer. 
Board members whose term 
ends in 2014 are Mel Blake, 
Harold Foster, Harold Gadon, 
Marilyn Myrow, Lee Teverow 
and Mel Topf; those· whose 
term ends in 2015 are Myrna 
Levine, Lowell Lisker, Estelle 
Millman, Philip Segal, Bailey 
Siletchnik and Marlene Wolp
ert. 

Temple Beth-El is at 70 Or
chard Ave., in Providence. 

R.I. JEWISH HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION: 331-1360 or 
rjhist@aol.com. 

••• • • • • STAFFING & RECRUITING -:.- •..... •• 
Administrative· Creative · Marketing 
Staffing and Recruiting Specialists 

401 .632.0580 
Faye@SilvermanMcGovern.com 

• • 
Faye L. Silverman 
Managing Partner 

"Connecting 
Great People with 
Great Compa·nies" 

www.silvermanmcgovern.com 11"=1 IRI 
284 W. Exchange St. Providence, RI 02903 U 1111 
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Alice Goldstein shares 
her memoir 

PROVIDENCE 
Alice Dreifuss 

Goldstein will speak 
about her Holocaust 
memoir, "Ordinary 
People, Turbulent 
Times," on Monday, 
April 15 at 2 p.m. 
Her presentation 
at The Highlands 
on the East Side, 
101 Highland Ave., 
Providence, is part 
of the organization's 
"Holocaust Remem
brance Week" obser
vations. 

Born in Germany at 
the start of the Nazi 
era, Goldstein writes 
about how her fam
ily's strength, love 
and faith enabled 
them to remain opti
mistic and resilient 
during their struggle 
to leave Germany 
and make new lives 
for themselves in America. 

Active in ·the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community, 
Goldstein is a Holocaust Edu
cation & Resource Center 
board member and chair of 
the Adult Education Commit
tee at Temple Am David. The 
Warwick resident tells her Ho-

Alice Goldstein 

locaust story to hundreds of 
students each year. 

Goldstein's presentation is 
free and open to the public; as 
seating is limited, RSVPs are 
suggested. Her book will be 
available for purchase at the 
event. 

RSVP: 654-5259 

WE BUILD 
JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 
Every day, thousands of Jews here at home, in Israel and 
around the world are fed, sheltered and given the care 
and love they deserve. From emergency financial 
assistance to medical care to transportation, with your 
help we can provide Jewish people everywhere with the 

help they need to live with dignity. 

Support the 2013 Alliance Annual Campaign. 
Visit www.shalomri.org today. 
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Dr. Wollschlaeger·shares his life story 
'A German Life: Against All Odds, Change is Possible' 

"When is it time to question 
the morality of a society ver
sus your own personal sense of 
what is just?" 

Roberta Segal, Habonim 
congregant 

BARRINGTON - On April 
28, at 2 p.m., Temple Habonim 
will host Dr. Bernd Wallsch
laeger who will share his quest 
for truth and spiritual journey 
to Judaism. Born in Germany, 
Wallschlaeger was the son of a 
highly decorated World War II 
German tank commander who 
received the Iron Cross from 
Hitler. 

Driven by curiosity and an 
interest in finding the truth 
about his father's past and 
the Holocaust, Wallschlaeger 
explored Israel and Judaism 
through literature, a series 

of personal encounters with 
Jews and, finally, a journey to 
Israel. After seven years in Is
rael, Wollschlaeger converted 
to Judaism, a decision that 
caused a major rift within his 
family. 

Ruth Oppenheim, who has 
heard Wallschlaeger speak 
and was instrumental in 
bringing him to speak at Tem
ple Habonim, said in a release 
from the Reform synagogue, 
"Dr. Wallschlaeger is one of 
the most powerful speakers I 
have heard." 

Before writing the memoir, 
Wallschlaeger told his story to 
explain his family and its com
plicated past to his own chil
dren. He now lives in Florida 
where he is a family physician. 

This program, part of Ha
bonim's "Time for Me" series, 

Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger 

is free and open to the public. 
Copies of his memoir will be 
available for purchase. 

TEMPLE HABONIM (of
fice@templehabonim.org or 
245-6536) is at 165 New Mead
ow Road, Barrington. 

Perform a mitzvah: 

YOUR 

CAMPAIGN 

OGLLARS 

Deliver food to the homebound r,. 
PROVIDENCE - The Louis and Goldie 

Chester Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry is 
looking for help with food deliveries . 

The Chester Pantry delivers food to 
Jewish people in the community who 
need food assistance and are homebound 

Deliveries, which occur every Tuesday 
and Friday, are made to Jewish individu
als throughout the state. 

If you or someone you know is able to 
help or need more information, contact 
Susan Adler at 621-5374 or sadler-jeri@ 

MAKE A or otherwise unable to come to the Ches- jsari.org. 
DIFFERENCE ter Pantry. 

i , e J~!~.~ 
,/ Th_e strength of a people. 11The power of c.~-nity. 

ISLAND 
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The Voice & Herald earns recognition 
Rhode Island Press Association awards will go to Phil Eil, Nancy Kirsch 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish Voice & 
Herald will take home two awards at next 
month's Rhode Island Press Association 
annual banquet. The Association an
nounced preliminar y results of the annu
al contest, judged again this year by mem
bers of the Idaho Press Association , in an 
April 10 email to members. 

Phil Eil in the March 2, 2012 issue of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald will receive either 
first, second or third place in the Reli
gion and Spirituality category, and Nancy 
Kirsch , executive editor, will receive either 
first or second place for several columns 
she submitted in the Editorial category. 
First, second and third place winners will 
be identified at the May 3 banquet at the 
Quonset "O" Club. 

Last year, Kirsch won third place in 
the Religion and Spirituality category for 
her Sept. 2, 2011 story, "Emanu-El congre
gants perform highest mitzvot," about con
gregants who volunteer to "sit sh'mirah" 
(watching over, or guarding, a person who 
has died). 

"A glimpse inside the Broad Street syna
gogue," by our former contributing writer 

From Fall River to Fort Washington: 

·,Take me 
out to 

Hadassah' 
A Torah on the move 

Adas Israel donates a Torah to a Reconstructionist synagogue 

CRANSTON - Want to talk 
about the Boston Red Sox? 
Interested in becoming a 
children's author? 

BY NANCY KIRS CH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - A Torah 
from Congregation Adas Israel 
in Fall River, Mass., now has a 
new home at Or Hadash, a Re
constructionist synagogue in 
the Philadelphia suburb of Fort 
Washington, Pa. 

Adas Israel, operating out of 
a chapel at Temple Beth El in 
Fall River since it sold its build
ing late last year, originally had 
seven Torahs on-site. "But it 
was kind of foolish. We'd rather 
have the [Torah] go to someone 
who could use it and enjoy it," 
said Jeffrey Weissman, presi
dent of Adas Israel, in a phone 
interview. Adas Isr ael, said 

Weissman, holds services on 
Shabbat and on Jewish holi
days, but it simply doesn't need 
seven Torahs. 

How was the connection 
made? Weissman explained that 
Beth El member William Che
bot has a son, Jeffrey, who is ac
tive with Or Hadash; after some 
phone and email exchanges, the 
arrangements were made. 

Representatives from Or Ha
dash came to Fall River on 
Sunday, April 7, to pick up the 
Torah. A staff member at the 
Philadelphia-area synagogue 
said the synagogue has a cel
ebration planned for May 5. 

This is not Adas Israel's first 
experience in "sharing the 

Torah wealth." Adas 
Israel was storing two 
Torahs owned by the 
Fall River Jewish Home; 
those Torahs have been 
returned to the home, 
he said. Adas Israel has 
plans to donate another 
Torah to another 
Jewish organization. 

Yet another Torah, 
which was lent original
ly to Rabbi Yossi Laufer 
of Chabad of West Bay 
Chai Center for repair, 
has since been donated 
to that organization 
to use and enjoy, said 
Weissman. JEFFREY WEISSMAN 

Jeffrey Chebot, left, and Jeffrey Weissman 

Join sports journalist and 
published children's author, 
Steven Krasner, for an enter
taining, interactive talk on 
Sunday, April 28,- at Temple 
Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., Crans
ton, from 2- 3:30 p.m. 

This family event is open 
to individuals of all ages; re
freshments will be served. 

Hadassah will sell tickets 
(6 for $5) for chances to win 
door prizes before the pro
gram begins. 

Krasner 's books will be 
available for purchase after 
his talk. 

HADASSAH: 463-3636 or 
rhodeislandchapter@hadas
sah.org. 

The Community Relations Council and The RING present 

1'1ission to \\lashint,?;ton DC' 
May 21 - 22, 2013 

Are you politically motivated? 
Are you interested in advocacy? 
Do you want to learn more about government? 

Tum yovr passion into action. 

Mission highlights: 
Private tour of lhe White House 
Capitol Hill visit 
Advocacy meetings with our Congressional delegation 
Briefing at the Israeli Embassy 
Tour of the Holocaust Museum and more. 

For more information conlact Marty Cooper al 
0 1.4 21 .41 I I exi. 171 or mcooper@sltalomri.org or 

to hHp://RIMissionToWashinglonOC.evenl&rite.com 

Community 
C Relations )I Council 

,e,.i,hAli.or.:•o l 
G,u,~Rhod~M~nd 

· • a • oo, 
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There's no place like home 
Housing advocates urge legislators to enact relief measures 

PROVIDENCE - With the 
· iconic "The Wizard of Oz" as its 
theme, the Rhode Island Coali
tion for the Homeless and af
fordable housing and homeless 
prevention advocates gathered 
at the Statehouse to release 
homelessness data and to urge 
legislative relief for a system 
bursting at the seams. 

covery," said Jim Ryczek, ex
ecutive director of the Coalition 
for the Homeless, in the release. 
"In the past five years, we have 
witnessed a 24 percent increase 
in Rhode Islanders experienc
ing homelessness but funding 
has not kept up with the need." 

Advocates urged legislators 
to stay committed to Opening 
Doors Rhode Island. With the refrain of Oz' 

"There's No Place Like Home," 
advocates urged support for 
H. 5554 and S. 494, companion 
bills that would allocate $3.25 
million for rental vouchers 
and emergency winter shelter 
costs. Additionally, they called 
upon the legislature to tackle 
the yearly increases in home
lessness by adequately funding 
Opening Doors Rhode Island, 
the state's plan to end homeless
ness. 

RHODE ISLAND COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS 

George Nee, president of t he Rhode Island AFL-CIO, speaks at the Statehouse. 

Consistent with federal home
lessness initiatives, the Open
ing Doors Rhode Island plan 
aims to sharply reduce the 
number of homeless individu
als and the amount of time they 
are homeless. With a proposal 
to end chronic homelessness 
in five years, the plan outlines 
strategies to substantially de
crease the numbers of homeless 
families and young people. 

Information about how to find 
one's state representatives and 
senators is on the Rhode Island 
Secretary of State's website: 
https://sos.ri.gov/ vic/ 

Dr. Eric Hirsch, Providence 
College professor and chair of 
the Homeless Management In
formation System Committee, 
released Point-in-Time num
bers and the 2012 Annual Sta
tistics at the April 3 press con
ference. 

Conducted every Januar.y, the 
Point-in-Time Count tallies who 
is homeless on a given night 
and provides a snapshot of who 
experiences homeless through
out the year. The Point-in-Time 
Count is a statistically reliable, 
unduplicated count of sheltered 
and unsheltered homeless in
dividuals and families in the 

state: This year's Point-in-Time 
Count revealed a 10.5 percent 
increase in homeless individu
als from 1,277 in 2012 to 1,411 
in 2013. The Annual Statistics 
also found across-the-board in
creases: a 10.4 percent increase 
in the overall number of home
less from 4,410 in 2011 to 4,868 
in 2012, with even greater in
creases for homeless families, 
chidren and veterans. 

Hirsch, who attributes such 
increases to the poor economy 
and an unaffordable housing 
market, said in the statement, 
"It is actually, tragically simple, 
the need has grown while re-

sources have dwindled. Rhode 
Islanders still experiencing the 
economic downturn, the under
employed and the unemployed, 
have begun to run out of their 
resources and that, combined 
with cutbacks in . . . funding, 
leads to more homelessness." 

Hirsch referenced the Na
tional Low Income Housing 
Coalition report, Out of Reach 
2013, which shows that afford
able rental housing remains 
inaccessible for average Rhode 
Islanders and rahks Rhode Is
land as having the nation's 17th 
highest rental costs. 

According to the report, the 

Please join us in celebration as our community's teens 
are honored for t heir accomplishments. 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 I 25 lyar 5773 
Temple Emanu-EI I 99 Taft Avenue, Providence 

7pm 

Graduating Class of 5773 

Nuriya Coke 
Peter Garber 

Daniel Katz 

.MIDrflSHB ::.i;~;~ 
ilm11ncommun lt y Alexander Stone 

t,, h igh schoo l G b . II W h a ne e ars ay 
Hannah Zurier 

o1'm1mv il'lll 
om~ 
7N'll 
il'n 

'J.~ ]'Tl'lJ. 
il7NJ'Tl ilJ.j7.V' 
□ illJ.N 

il)'Tl'lJ. ill\!/ 
ill'\!/ ilm 

Fair Market Rent for a two-bed
room apartment in Rhode Is
land is $945. To afford this level 
of rent and utilities, without 
paying more than 30 percent of 
income on housing, a household 
must earn $37,813 annually. 

"We hear so much about eco
nomic recovery but . . . Rhode 
Islanders experiencing home
lessness aren't seeing any re-· 

CONTACT: rihomeless.org. 

race is ... " ~ 

" ... the best thing on 
a local stage right 

now ... you won't find a 
mor~ re\vard i ng " 

eve111n.g of theater ... 
THE PAOVJDENCE JOURNAL 

"' ... a plav that demands to be 
seen and should be seen bv as 

many people as possible: . .'' 
BROADWAVWOALD.COM 

'c}cEAN STATF 
~~~HEATRE 

'-(loMPANY 

401.921.6800 

Ocean State Th eat re .o rg 
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Ongoing 
Alliance Kosher Senior Cafe. Kosher lunch 

and program provided every Wednesday 
and Friday. Alliance, 401 

; ~rg·~ """"' .... ,~,-~ Noon - lunch; 12:45 p.m. 
- program. $3 lunch dona
tion from individuals 60+ or 
under-60 with disabilities. 
Neal or Elaine, 861-8800, 

YOUR ext. 107. 
CAMPAIGN Am David Kosher Senior 
DOLLARS Cafe. Kosher lunch and 
MAKE A program provided every 
DIFFERENCE weekday. Temple Am David, 

40 Gardiner St., Warwick. 
11:15 a.m. -program: noon - lunch. 
$3 lunch donation from individuals 60+ 
or under- 60 with disabilities. Elaine or 
Steve, 732-0047. 

Continuing through April 18 
The Sigd: From Ethiopia to Israel Exhibit 

features photographs by Ilene Perlman 
and Gidon Agaza. Gallery (401). 401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. Erin Moseley, 
ermoseley@shalomri.org or 421-4111, 
ext. 108. · 

Friday I April 12 
Yiddish Shmooz. Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 

Ave .. Providence. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
421-4111. 

Dinner with Holocaust Survivors. Event 
includes Shabbat service. URI Hillel, 
Norman M. Fain Hillel Center, 6 Fraternity 
Circle, Kingston. 5:30 p.m. 874-2740. 

Shalom to Shabbat Temple Torat Yisrael, 
1251 Middle Road, East Greenwich. 7 
p.m. - wine and cheese: 7:30 p.m. - ser
vice. 885-6600 or toratyisrael.org. 

Yam Ha-Shoah Service. Musical participa
tion by Shireinu. Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave .. Cranston. 7:30 p.m. 942-8350. 

Saturday I April 13 
"Footnote": lsraet@65. 2011 Academy 
Award nominee for Best Foreign Film will 
be shown atT emple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston and Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middletown. 8 p.m.; $5/adults: 
$3/students or seniors. Erin Moseley, 
emoseley@shalomri .. org or 421-4111, 
ext. 108. 

Sunday I April 14 
Walk the Land: lsraet@65. Celebrate 

Israel's contributions to the world. RI 
Statehouse, Smith Street. Providence. 
1 p.m. - walk; 2 p.m. - ceremony. Erin 
Moseley, emoseley@shalomri.org or 421-
4111, ext. 108. 

Hadassah Donor Event Shireinu, Jewish 
community chorus ofTemple Sinai, 
performs. River Farms Condominium 
Club House, 109 River Farms Road, 
West Warwick. 1 - 3 p.m. 463-3636 or 
rhodeislandchapter@hadassah.org. 

Yam Ha'Zikaron (Israel Memorial Day): 
lsrael@65. Ceremony to honor Israeli's 
fallen is led by Rabbi Amy Levin and Malan 
Graff. Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Provi
dence. 7:30 p.m. Matan Graff, mgraf@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 121. 

CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS 

Monday I April 15 
Holocaust Remembrance Week Obser· 

vance. Alice Dreifuss Goldstein discusses 
her memoir "Ordinary People, Turbulent 
Times." The Highlands on the East Side, 
101 Highland Ave, Providence. 2 p.m. 
654-5259. See story, page 7. 

"400 Miles to Freedom": lsrael@65. 
Rhode Island film premiere features 
guest speaker Avishai Mekonen, director/ 
producer. Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 

· Providence. 7 p.m. $5/adults, $3/students 
or seniors. Erin Moseley, emoseley@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111 ext. 108. 

Tuesday I April 16 
Rick Recht Concert lsrael@65. Alliance, 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 5:30 
p.m. - rehearsal & dinner: 6:30 p.m. -
concert. Michelle Cicchitelli, mcicchitelli@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 178. 

Roundtable Gun Control Discussion. Provi
dence Mayor Angel Taveras and Commis
sioner Steven Pare discuss public safety 
initiatives. Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence. 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Carol at 
cgualtieri@teprov.org. 

Wednesday I April 17 
"Lost Islands": Israel @65. 2008 Israeli 

Academy Award winner for best actor, 
best supporting actor, coslume design and 
music will be screened. Temple Habonim, 

- 165 New Meadow Road, Barringlon and 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Camp St .. 
Providence: 7 p.m. $5/adults; $3/students 
or seniors. Erin Moseley, emoseley@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111 ext. 108. 

"Two Night": Israel @65. New England film 
premiere at Brown RLSD Hillel, 80 Brown 
St, Providence, and URI Hillel, Norman 
M. Fain Hillel Center, 6 Fraternity Circle, 
Kingston. 7 p.m. $5/adults: $3 students 
or seniors; free for students from URI, 
Brown and RISO. 

Thursday I April 18 
Adoption Options Meeting. Meeting to learn 

more about available options for adop
tions. Jewish Family Service, 959 N. Main 
St., Providence. 6 - 7 p.m.: Peg Boyle, 
peg@jfsri.org or 331-5437. 

llan Troen Speaks: lsrael@65. llan Treen, 
director of Brandeis University's Schus
terman Center, to speak on "Perspec
tives on the Past and Challenges of the 
Future." Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence: 6:30 p.m. Marty Cooper, 
mcooper@shalomri.org or 42_1-4111 
ext.171. 

Friday I April 19 
The Israel Experience: lsrael@65. 

Children's programming with PJ Library, 
Alliance JGC Early Childhood Center and 
the Jewish Community Day School. 9:30 
- 11 a.m. Contact Michelle Cicchitelli, 
421-4111, ext. 178 or mcicchitelli@ 
shalomri.org. 

Yam Ha-Atzma'ut Service. Shireinu partici
pates in celebration of Israeli Indepen
dence Day. Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave .. 
Cranston. 7:30 p.m. 942-8350. 

Calendar items for our April 26 Mother's Day Issue must be re
ceived by April 17. Items for our May 10 Teens/Graduation Issue must 
be received by May 1. Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri. 
org, subject line: "CALENDAR." 

Reminiscences of a 
l(indertransportee 

A childhood classmate later plays a key role in Wegners life 

BY PETER WEGNER 

PROVIDENCE - On March 
12, 1938, I was living with my 
widowed mother and grand
mother in Vienna, Austria. 
On that day, Hitler annexed 
Austria in a military opera
tion known as the Anschluss. 

The Anschluss 
My mother had to flee at 

once, because her name was 
on a Nazi list of politically 
left-wing Viennese Jews; she 
could escape only by illegally 

"I WAS 
LUCKIER than 
most Kinder!' 

crossing the border into Swit
zerland with other members 
of her political group. So she 
left me with Grandma in an 
apartment at 52 Praterstrasse 
(one of Vienna's main streets), 
in an area where many Jews 
then lived. 

One day later, a hug~ Ger
man military parade came 
up our street. Watching with 
my grandmother from a win
dow, I saw a man standing in 
an open car - and heard loud 
cheers of "Heil Hitler!" from 
the crowds gathered in the 
street below. (Many Austri
ans strongly supported the 
Nazi invasion - though after 
the war they would claim to 
be among Hitler's victims, op
posed to but unable to resist 
the Anschluss.) 

After the ' Anschluss, my 
uncles were arrested and de
ported to the Dachau concen
tration camp near Munich. 
Six mon~hs later, they came 
home emaciated from starva
tion. 

I, too, had bad experiences 
of my own. One day when I 
was walking in the park with 
Grandma, some children who 
knew I was Jewish wanted to 
beat me up; I had to run away 
from them. More important
ly, I was expelled from my 
school, along with other Jew
ish pupils. I had to transfer 
to a school set up at the local 
synagogue, because Jews had 
been deprived of their Austri
an citizenship and could no 
longer send their children to 
state schools. 

Kristallnacht 
On the night of Nov. 9-10, 

1938, Kristallnacht ("the night 
of broken glass") brought de
struction to synagogues and 
Jewish businesses through-

PHOTOS I PETER WEGNER 

Peter Wegner on Aug. 20, 1938 in Vienna on his sixth birthday 

out Germany, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia; next morn
ing, we discovered that my 
synagogue and school had 
been burned down. My uncle 
took me for a walk, and we 
saw Jewish women being mo
lested by Austrian police and 
local Nazis. 

Kristallnacht made the Nazi 
persecution of the Jews pa
tently obvious to the whole 
world; the British Parliament 
responded immediately by 
passing a resolution granting 
asylum to 10,000 persecuted 
children from the three Nazi
controlled countries whose 
parents were willing to let 
them go. No other country of
fered to do this - the Ameri
can excuse being that "it 
would not be right to separate 
children from their parents." 
(Most of those parents would 
later perish in the Holocaust; 
but every one of the Kinder 
[children] who had been sep
arated from them was still 
alive when the war ended.) 

Kindertransport 
The Kindertransport initia

tive saved my life. My moth
er, who had been admitted 
to England by agreeing to 
take a job as a domestic ser
vant, was able to get Marks 
& Spencer (the well-known 
Anglo-Jewish department 
store) to sponsor me, and on 
April 25, 1939, I left Vienna on 
a Kindertransport train. My 
grandmother took me to the 
Westbahnhof station to board 
the train, which left Vienna 
at 5 p.m., carrying about 300 
children aged 3 to 17. Young 
Jewish adults - who had to re
turn when the train crossed 

tl).e German-Dutch border or 
else reprisals would be taken 

. against their families and the 
Kindertransport would be dis
continued - accompanied us 
on the train ride. (Decades 
later, when Austria finally 
admitted complicity in the 
Holocaust, Austrian govern
ment archives revealed that 
both of my grandmothers, .to
gether with my two aunts and 
two cousins - children of my 
own age who had been unable 
to get seats on a Kindertrans
port - were deported during 
1941 and 1942, along with the 
entire Viennese Jewish com
munity. 

When the deportation 
trains reached neighboring 
countries like Lithuania, 
Poland and the Ukraine, 
Jews were taken to nearby 
locations, where they were 
machine-gunned into previ
ously-dug trenches, which 
became mass graves for the 
victims.) 

Throughout Austria and 
Germany, our train remained 
sealed. I remeip.ber passing 
through Munich at midnight 
and reaching the Dutch bor
der at 9 a.m. the next day, at 
which point the train was un
sealed and we children were 
allowed out onto ·the plat
form, where some Dutch la
dies kindly handed out mugs 
of steaming cocoa. 

Then the train continued 
on to the Hook of Holland and 
we crossed the English Chan
nel to Harwich during the 
night, to arrive at London's 
Liverpool Street Station on 

ESCAPING I 11 
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Saturday I April 20 
Benji Lovitt Comedian: lsrael@65. 

American/Israeli comedian performs 
at the Wilbury Theatre Group. the 
Southside Cultural Center. 393 Broad 
St., Providence. Hosted by The RING. 8 
p.m. $18/admission and one drink. Erin 
Moseley, emoseley@shalomri.org or 
421-4111, ext. 108. 

Sunday I April 21 
Kol Kesem HaZamir Providence Choir, 

The choir will perform two songs before 
the Noa concert. 6:45 p.m. Temple 
Beth-El. 70 Orchard Ave .. Providence. 
Jana Brenman, jbrenman@shalomri.org 
or 421-4111, ext.181. 

Noa Performs The Israeli Songbook: 
lsrael@65. Internationally acclaimed 
musician Noa, with Musical Director Gil 
Dor and the Yoed Ni r String Quartet. 
Temple Beth-El. 70 Orchard Ave., Provi
dence. 7 p.m. $36/adults; $12/children 
under 16, students or seniors: $100 
- Noa Experience: post-concert cocktail 
reception with singer and reserved 
seating. Erin Moseley, emoseley@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 108. 
See story, page 1. 

Tuesday I April 23 
Illustrated Lecture. Judith S. Pinnolis 

offers illustrated lecture about Julie 
Eichberg Rosewald, America's first 
female cantor. Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave .. Providence. 7 p.m. 331-
1616. 

Hadassah Speaker at Alliance. Barbara 
Goldstein, deputy executive director 
of Hadassah in Israel. speaks. Alli-
ance Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. 7 - 9 p.m. 463-3636 or 
rhodeislandchapter@hadassah.org. See 
story, below. 

Wednesday I April 24 
Rosh Hodesh Luncheon. Rabbi Andrew 

Klein speaks on "Physical Perfection, , 
The Sabbath and Women's Roles in 
Ancient Israel Tim'e." Babysitting avail
able. Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. Prov
idence. Noon - 1:15 p.m. $10 includes 
lunch. Michele Gallagher, mgallagher@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 165. 

Touro Fratemal Association Open 
· House. Open house for new members. 

John Rooke, New England Patriots' 

public address announcer and Provi
dence College basketball's radio voice. 
is guest speaker. Kosher dinner. Touro 
Hall. 45 Rolfe Square. Cranston. 6:30 
p.m. 785-0066 or info@tourofraternal. 
org. 

Thursday I April 25 
The Many Faces of Adoption. Families 

who have adopted children and licensed 
adoption workers discuss adoption. 
Jewish Family Service. 959 North Main 
St.. Providence. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Peg 
Boyle, peg@jfsri.org or 331-5437. 

Friday I April 26 
Social Action Shabbat Guest speaker at 

oneg is Simon Moore of College Visions. 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence. Service at 7 p.m., oneg 
(refreshments and gathering) to follow. 
331-6070. See story, page 39. 

Saturday I April 27 
Agudas Achim Adult Social. Plaza 

Mexico Bar and Grill, 2120 Diamond 
Hill Rd., Woonsocket. 7 p.m.: Bruce 
Ganek, bganek@gmail.com. 

Sunday I April 28 
Jewish Historical Association Annual 

Meetin1- Guest speaker Walter Potenza 
discusses "The Cuisine of the Sephardic 
Italian-Jews." Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. 2 p.m. 331-
1360. See story, page 6. 

Take Me Out to Hadassah. Guest speaker 
is Steven Krasner, sports journal-
ist and published children's author. 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave .. Cranston. 
2 - 3:30 p.m. 463-3636 or rhodeis
landchapter@hadassah.org. See story, 
page 8. 

Memoirist Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger. 
Author of "A German Life: Against All 
Odds, Change is Possible" will speak. 
Temple Habonim, 165 New Meadow 
Road. Barrington, 2 p.m.: 245-6536 or 
office@templehabonim.org. See story. 
page 7. 

Thursday I May 2 
Lunch & Learn. Rabbi Richard Perl-

man leads Torah portion discussion: 
kosher deli lunch follows. Am David, 40 
Gardiner St .. Warwick. Noon - 1 p.m. 
$10/session or $54/7-session series. 
463-7944 or rabbiperlman@cox.net. 

Hadassah leader to visit R.I. 
PROVIDENCE - Barbara Gold

stein, deputy executive director 
of Hadassah in Israel, will speak 
at the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island on April 23. 

Goldstein, a leader in Hadassah, 
the Women's Zionist Organization 
of America, served as a member of 
the cabinet of the American Zion
ist Movement . 

In 2011, she was chosen to light 
the beacon in Israel's Indepen
dence Day ceremony, one <1f the 
country's highest honors. Today, 
in Israel, Goldstein represents 
Hadassah on the prime minister's 
special committee on the legacy of 
Theodor Herzl and on the boards 
of the JNF, Hadassah Neurim and 
Meir Shfeyah, Ramat Hadassah. 

"My life has been guided by a 
passion, commitment and humor 
to Judaism and Zionism, activism 
and pragmatism," said Goldstein, 
in a release from Rhode Island 
Chapter of Hadassah. "I live ac
cording to "Pirkei Avot" ("Ethics 
of.the Fathers") ... the task is not 
mine to finish but I must be part of 
it." 

Goldstein is touring the United 
States for a limited time, and her 
visit to Rhode Island is one of a se
lect few of her stops .. 

The April 23 event, which runs 
from 7 - 9 p.m., is open to the pub
lic. There will be no solicitations. 

HADASSAH RSVP: 463-3636 

ESCAPING the Nazi regime as a young child 

From Page 10 

the afternoon of April 27, two 
days after leaving Vienna. (In 
2006, Frank Meisler, a former 
Kindertransport child, created 
a bronze sculpture commis
sioned by the Association of 
Jewish Refugees to commem
orate the Kindertransport. 
Erected outside Liverpool 
Street Station, it graphically 
depicts five children arriving 
with small suitcases; one boy 
holds his violin case.) 

I was luckier than most 
Kinder, as my mother, already 
in England, came to meet me 
at the station. She brought · 
me to a house in the London 
suburb of Willesden, where 
she was caring for the chil
dren of a family whose job of
fer had enabled her to escape. 
Her employers let her keep me 
there for three months, until 
the Jewish Refugee Commit
tee found a place for me at 
Bunce Court School - a board
ing school whose pupils were 
mainly Jewish refugees, in
cluding several Kindertrans
port survivors. Peter Wegner and Judith Romney Wegner sit in front of the sculpture 

commemorating the Kindertransport program, in 2009, which is 
erected outside London's Liverpool Street Station. 

A British education 
During those · three months 

in London (from May to July 
1939), I attended Gladstone 
Park School, a local primary 
school, where I managed to 
learn quite a bit of English 
(6-year-olds thrust into a for
eign-language environment 
pick up the language much 
faster than adults). I was more 
fortunate than most Kinder in 
being just the right age to re
ceive my entire formal educa
tion in the English school sys
tem. This enabled me to pass 
the entrance exam to London 
University for a mathematics 
degree and to go on to post
graduate work at Cambridge 
University, where I became 
one of the first three people in 
the world to earn a post-grad
uate diploma in the newly
developing discipline of com
puter science. 

Meeting Judith 
While at Cambridge, I ate 

Friday night dinners at the 
University Jewish Society, 
where I met an undergraduate 
named Judith Romney, who 
would later become my wife. 

Incredibly, my schoolmates 
at the Gladstone Park Primary 
School back in 1939 had includ
ed the same Judith Romney 
- who just happened to be liv
ing in the same school district 
at the time! However, neither 
of us recalls meeting in grade 
school, and it was only after 
marriage that we discovered 
that remarkable coincidence 
of Jewish geography! 

In 1999, when I was 66, the 
Austrian government - which 
had effectively banished me 

from the country when I was 
6 - inducted me into the Aus
trian Academy of Science and 
Arts, awarding me the rester
reichisches Ehrenkreuz fur 
Wissenschaft und Kunst (the 
Austrian Medal of Honor for 
Science and Art) for my con
tributions to Austrian com
puter science from the 1970s 
through the 1990s. 

A LONGER VERSION of this 
essay appeared in the RI. Jew
ish Historical Association's 
Notes (vol. 15, No. 3, Nov. 2009, 
p. 521). 

PETER WEGNER (pw@ 
cs.brown.edu) a retired Brown 
University professor, lives in 
Providence. 

Providence USY volleyball team competes 

The Providence USY 
volleyball team, then in 
second place, competed 
against the first place 
volleyball team from 
Peabody, Mass. Held 
at the Gann Academy 
in Waltham, Mass., on 
March 17, Providence 
lost 2-0. 

The Providence USY vol
leyball team: Mimi Heath 
(kneeling), Zmira Stouber 
and Chava Herzog; Arielle 

Frank, standing, Gabby 
Warshay, Sarah Schneider 

and Nili Levine; and coaches 
Michael Frank and Barney 

Heath pose for a picture, 
Players Eve Stein and Alicia 

Blazer are not pictured. 

-
-
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' FROM THE EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

April offers somber reflections 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org "April is the cruelest month," wrote T.S. Eliot 

(1888 - 1965), a poet whose anti-Semitic writ
ings were widely circulated. 

Why should it be the cruelest month? April in south
ern New England offers the first blooming flowers of 
daffodils, crocuses and other early spring flowers. Is 
it a reminder that those bulbs faithfully send sprouts 

II 

EXECUTIVE 
EDITOR 

NANCY KIRSCH 

skyward after they've languished 
beneath a tomb of snow and ice for 
so many months? Is it a reminder 
that even as spring is sprouting all 
around us, our loved ones continue 
to die .. . regardless of the weather's 
glory? 

Maybe there's some merit to El
iot's assessment of April, at least 
this year when we observe both 
Yorn Ha-Shoah (Holocaust Remem
brance Day) and Yorn Ha'Zikaron 
(Israel Memorial Day) in April. 
Shouldn't we be celebrating, in
stead, that we survived yet another 
winter? Even if we get a snow show-
er, summer arid all its glories are 
around the proverbial corner. 

I find attending funerals and burials on glorious 
spring days incongruous - they are better reserved for 
weather reflecting the occasions' sadness. Similarly, 
it's hard to reconcile such somber days of observance 
as Yorn Ha-Shoah and Yorn Ha'Zikaron occurring in the 
midst of April's rebirths. 

But perhaps that's the point; they remind us that, no 
matter how fecund and fertile Earth's offerings are, 
death and destruction have occurred, are occurring 
now and will continue to occur. 

Maybe these ceremonies are meant to serve as an es
pecially poignant wakeup call to us all, given their tim
ing. Perhaps if they were held in the dark, depressing 
days of January or February-at a time when cold, dark 
days may engender morose feelings - the ceremonies 
might not deliver such an emotional wallop. 

Birth, death and change are inevitable (as are taxes): 
We are disappointed that Phil Eil, a contributing writer 
for the paper, will no longer be able to regularly write 
for us. Although we will miss his monthly contribu
tions, we wish him well as he takes the helm as news 
editor at the Providence Phoenix. 

On another note: Israel is celebrating its 65th birth
day and our Jewish community, like others around the 
world, is hosting events to commemorate this country 
officially reaching "senior citizen" status! The March 29 
is~ue, as well as this issue's calendar, has a full schedule 
of events that will continue through April 21. The cap
stone event is the concert with Noa, an internationally 
known American-Israeli singer who now lives in Israel; 
see the story on !lage L ***** 

And, finally: Be sure to take a good look at our spring 
home & garden section inside. After I recently organized 
a cupboard's worth of beauty supplies, I was, frankly, 
appalled. Do I really need 16 tubes of lipstick or multiple 
jars of daily moisturizer? 

So, in keeping with an Earth-friendly philosophy 
of consuming less, I'm going to "shop my closet" for a 
while - I've got plenty of things to consume first before 
I buy more! 

OUR MISSION 
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Jacobo Timerman's must-read.boo!< 
Author displays extraordinary courage, physical endurance and cunning 

Next weekend, my wife San- another two years! By their own mination of "the enemy." 
dy and I will be attending admission, the army had no legal 
a conference, "Yiddish Con reason to delay his release; how- According to Timerman, it is 

Sal~,a: The Je_ws . of Latin Amer- ever, they kept him in their cus- no accident that anti-Semitism is 
ica,A aththet YMiddish B1°0k Center tody because they both hated and almost invariably a fixture in the 
m m ers , ass. n prepara- , d h" J d z· • ·t Id · ft 1·t - f b h tion for the series of lectures and ,eare 1m as a ew an a 1oms . wor view o ota 1 anans O ot 

discuss i On s What I remember most from my the right and the left. In a sense, 
the conferenc~ first reading of Timerman's book we Jews are the perfect enemy, an 
o r g a n i z e r s more than 30 years ago was his eternal "category of guilt, even 
have sent each courage, his physical endurance, when we were declared innocent 
participant and - yes - his cunning in con- of other offenses and absolved of 
two books and fronting his torturers. He refused the crimes." Anti-Semitism, then, 
seven short to succumb to the temptation of is "a deeper expression than the 
stories. "bonding" with them. Rather, he mere aversion aroused by an en-

One of the stuck to what he considered to be emy, for it expresse[s], in addition, 
books is Ja- a life-14 the need for a hated object and the 
cobo Timer- saving regimen of vegetative simultaneous fear of that object." 
man's "Pris- passivity as he faced his encoun- Timerman's experiences bring 
oner Without ters with "Susan," the diabolical him to the pessimistic conclusion 
a Name, Cell machine that his torturers used that anti-Semitism is "eternal, 
Without a to administer agonizing electri- interminable, perfect, inevitable. 

IT SEEMS 
TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG N u m b e r , " cal shocks over the most sensitive 

t r a n s I at e d parts of his body: "This passivity, 
from the Span- I believe, preserved a great deal 

ish by Toby Talbot, which I read of energy and left me with all my 
in hardcover shortly after Alfred strength to withstand the torture. 
A. Knopf first published it in 1981. 
The paperback edition, which I 
received from the Yiddish Book 
Center (University of Wisconsin 
Pcess, August 2002, by arrange
ment with Alfred A. Knopf) in
cludes a foreword by Arthur Mill
er and an introduction QY nan 
Stavans. 

At the age of 5, Timerman (1923-
1999) emigrated with his family 
from the Ukraine to Argentina, 
where - with the exception of 
about four years in· '"exile" - he 
lived out his life. Timerman was 
known throughout Argentina as 
the publisher and editor of the 
progressive Buenos Aires newspa
per, La Opinion, which he helped 
found in 1971. 

Timerman was one of the tens 
of thousands of victims of Argen
tina's "Dirty War, le guerra su
cia," the vast majority of whom 
"disappeared" and are presumed 
dead. The war began in March 
1976, when the army seized the 
government, in tragic repetition 
of the military takeovers of the 
duly elected governments in 1930, 
1943, 1955, 1962 and 1966. 

On April 15, 1977, _ an extreme 
sector of the army, the very core 
of neo-Nazi operations in Argen
tina, kidnapped Timerman and 
dragged him off to a series of se
cret locations, where he was con
tinually tortured as a prisoner 
without a name in a cell without 
a number. 

After six months or so, Argen
tina's War Council concluded 
that they could not come up with 
a single legitimate charge against 
Timerman; nevertheless, he re~ 
mained their prisoner, though in 
more "humane" conditions, for 

"THEY BOTH HATED 
and feared him as a 
Jew and a Zionist." 

I felt I was becoming a vegetable, 
casting aside all logical emotions 
and sensations - fear, hatred, ven
geance - for any emotion cir sensa
tion meant wasting useless energy 
.. . Once it's been determined that 
a human being is to be tortured, 
nothing can prevent the torture 
from taking place ... The vegetable 

_ attitude can save a life." 
I am struck by Timerman's abil

ity to seize upon seemingly trivial 
opportunities to preserve his san
ity as a tortured man held incom
municado: "Once a fly entered 
the cell, and it was a real holiday 
watching it flit around for hours, 
till it disappeared through the 
small crack by which the jailers 
communicated with me." 

What I had forgotten from my 
first reading of "Prisoner Without 
a Name" is Timerman's acutely 
per:ceptive analysis of the totali
tarian mind: "The chfof obsession 
of the totalitarian mind lies in its 
need for the world to be clear-cut 
and orderly. Any subtlety, contra
diction, or complexity up~ets and 
confuses this notion and becomes 
intole,able." 

The totalitarian knows only 
OJle response to the "intolerable" 
pluralism of values, beliefs and 
experiences which characterizes 
the real world: the final solution, 
violence - and, if necessary, exter-

COLUM~S I LETTERS POLICY 

Jacobo Timerman 

Always inevitable." 
Following his 30 months of im

prisonment, in early 1980 the Ar
gentine army stripped Timerman 
of his citizenship - again, without 
the slightest legal justification 
- and put him on a plane to Tel 
Aviv, where he received a hero's 
welcome. However, after writ
ing "The Longest War: Israel in 
Lebanon" (Alfred A. Knopf, 1982) 
a book highly critical of Israel's 
invasion and occupation of Leba
non, Timerman became persona 
non grata; he left .Israel for Ma
drid, then New York - finally re
turning to Argentina in 1984, once 
the army had stepped down. 

As Miller points out in his brief 
foreword to the 2002 edition to 
"Prisoner Without a Name, Cell 
Without a Number," "Timerman 
was in trouble with everybody 
and for the same single reason -
he could not tolerate mendacity in 
the powerful ... He was a living re
minder that prophets are irritants 
and not messengers of reassur
ance. He told it like it is, whether 
in Argentina, Israel, Europe, or 
the United States." 

JAMES B. ROSENBERG (rab
biemeritus@templehabonim.org) 
is rabbi el}leritus at Temple Ha
bonim in Barrington. 

The mission of The Jewish Voice & Herald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving voice 
to the diverse views of the Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, while adhering to Jewish 
values and the professional standards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald publishes thoughtful and 
informative contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 
words) and letters to the editor (250 words, maximum) 
on issues of.interest to our Jewish community. At our 
discretion, we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns. whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, represent 

the views of the authors; they do not represent the views 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
Nancy Kirsch, The Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence, RI 02906. Include name, city of residence 
a_nd (not for publication) a contact phone number or email. 



THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

The State of Israel is about 
to celebrate its 65th birth
day, which brings to the 

American mind the issue of 
Social Security. But I want to 
relate to the term with a small 
"s" - the idea of social security 
in its wider meaning. 

The U.S. 
has always 
had a creed 
of "rugged 
individual
ism" - each 
person first 
and fore
most is re
sponsible 
for •his (and 
lately, her) 
own fate. 
That stems 
in part from 
its Puritan 

REFLECTIONS 
OF I IN ISRAEL 

SAM LEHMAN·WILZIG 

tradition (God bestows suc
cess on the true believer) and 
also the 19th century "frontier 
ethos" (go out, grab land and 
build the future). 

As a result, in comparison to 
European democracies, the U.S. 
has quite a weak social safety 
net for those who don't or can't 
make it - even after President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson's Great 
Society program was largely 
put into effect. 

Israel, on the other hand, 
comes from the Opposite direc, 
tion. Zionists - at least those 
who came from Socialist East
ern Europe and originally set
tled the Promised Land in the 
early 20th century - started 
from the opposite perspective: 

BY RABBI ELAN 
BABCHUCK 

I believe that life is too short 
to waste time doing what 
we think others want us to 

do. 
I came to believe this in June 

of 2003, around my 21st birth
day. My father and I pulled 
into the driveway, returning 
from a white-knuckled joy
ride around the neighborhood, 

• with me at tlie wheel of my 
shiny new Audi. Were it not for 
the adrenaline rush of driving 
a car that I could barely con
trol, I would have been just as 
queasy as my father, who was 
undergoing heavy doses of che
mo at the time. 

When he was first diagnosed, 
I was 17-years-old, about to 
make the biggest decision of 
my life: college. Deep down, 
I wanted to double-major in 
psychology and English at 
some warm-weather liberal 
arts school, dabble in philoso
phy, and take my time figuring 
out what I would do with my 

OPINION 
www.jvhri.org 

Israel's 'social security' 
Israeli middle class faces onerous tax burdens 

kol Yisra'el arevim zeh ba-zeh 
("all Jews are responsible for 
one another"), a very ancient 
Jewish ethos. Given the lack of 
natural resources and a dearth 
of immigrant economic wealth, 
the Zionists established a very 

wide system of social ser
vices: universal health care 
(through four competing 
kuppot holim, i.e., HMOs) 
paid for by progressive 
taxation; universal and free 
K-12 _education as well as 
quite inexpensive higher 
education ($7,500 overall for 
a full undergraduate degree 
from a public college); ex
tensive services and subsi- . 
dies for those with physical 
and mental handicaps and, 
to a more limited extent, for 
elderly citizens; child allow-

ance supplements until age 18; 
three-month paid maternity 
leave and in many other areas 
of life. 

However, there's a price to 
pay - and the middle class is 
no longer willing to carry the 
whole burden, especially given 
that Israel's "social security" 
has gone beyond those who 
can't help themselves (enough) 
to those unwilling to try. This 
is the main factor behind the 
astonishing success of Yair La
pid's Yesh Atid party - calling 
for reducing the heavy tax bur
den on the middle class as well 
as forcing the ultra-Orthodox to 
serve in the army and work for 
a living as well (and, thus, pay 
taxes). 

Moreover, with rising expec
tations as a First World econo
my and state, the middle class 
expects even more in certain 
critical areas of life. However, 
as the country cannot afford to 
spend additional public funds , 
these services have started to be 
privatized: supplemental health 
insurance (to pay for medicines 
not covered by the HMOs or 
for ameliorating catastrophic 
illness through overseas op
erations); after-school private 
tutoring to ensure high marks 
in the "Psychometry" (Israel's 
College Board equivalent) in or
der to get into the best univer
sity programs; private colleges 
($25,000 for the full B.A. from 
a private college or university) 
that provide more personalized 
education, etc. 

Ironically, therefore, both 
the U.S. and Israel are in the 

midst of serious public debates 
regarding the extent of their 
overall "social security" poli
cies, except that they are ap
proaching the issue from dif-

. ferent directions. America is 
asking whether and to what ex
tent it should spend more public 
money to move millions of its 
citizens above the poverty line; 
Israel is asking itself to what ex
tent it can cut its public outlays 
without overly damaging its 
once (and to some extent, still) 
admirably strong social s¢'ety 
net. 

I would argue that the issue 
is far more critical in Israel 
than in the U.S. for two reasons. 
First, Israel has to spend a large 
part of its budget on national 
security because of its tenuous 
situation in the hostile Middle 
East. This is not the usual de
bate over "guns or butter" but 

We must do what we love 
Have faith that the rest will work out 

life. But instead, I did what I 
thought my parents wanted me 
to do. I thought - I was sure -
that they wanted me to start 
earning money right away, 

supplanting my father's in
come and rescuing the family 
from imminent financial ruin. 

So I chose an in-state 
university, studied business, 
and while my peers worked in 
restaurants and retail, I started 
a house-painting company. 
When his cancer came back 
for good, I worried that he 
would die without knowing 
that I could accomplish exactly 
what I had assumed he wanted 
me to do: to provide for the 

Rabbi Elan Babchuck 

r 

i "IT WASN'T HIS 
1 death that flipped 
1 my world upside 
' down." 

family after he was gone. So in 
a moment of panic, I checked 
my savings account, called 
up a local dealer and bought 
the afore-mentioned Audi in a 
misguided, absurd, grandiose 
gesture. 

Which brings us back to my 
driveway, post-joyride. We 
stood there together, between 
my new car and his old one - a 
1993 trusty, teal tank of a Volvo 
station wagon. 

He put his hand on my shoul
der and said the last thing in 
the world I expected: "My dear 
Elan, enjoy it. But know this: I 
was planning, all along, to give 
you the Volvo." 

He died a month later. But it 
wasn't his death that flipped 
my world upside down, it was 
that last, subtle - yet profound 
- piece of advice, given to me 
in our driveway that day: This 
life is too short to make choic
es based on what we think oth
ers want from us. We must do 
those things in the world that 
we love to do, and have faith 
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"ISRAEL'S 
'SOCIAL· 
SECURITY' has 
gone beyond ... 
to those unwilling 
to try." 

rather "how much butter with 
the guns?" Second, Israeli so
ciety is so fractured along reli
gious, ethnic, economic, ideo
logical and national lines that 
removing too much social secu
rity (again, small "s") would dis
sipate the glue that today keeps 
large sectors of the citizenry 
from violent political activity, 
if not against the State then at 
least against one another. 

In short, Israel is still a vi
brant, young country, but hav
ing reached 65, it now has to 
deal with some very "new/old" 
issues. 

PROF. SAM LEHMAN-WIL
ZIG (profslw.com) is deputy di
rector of the School of Commu
nications at Bar-Ilan University 
in Israel. He is currently visit
ing professor at the Israel Stud
ies Center, University of Mary
land, in College Park, Md. 

that the rest will work out. 

RABBI ELAN BABCHUCK 
(ebabchuck@teprov.org) is a · 
rabbi at Temple Emanu-El in 
Providence. He drives a sen
sible family sedan and loves 
nothing more than hitting the 
road and exploring the world 
with his wife Lizzie and their 
son Micah, who is named after 
his late grandfather, Michael. 

RABBI BABCHUCK'S "This 
I Believe" essay aired April 
3, 2013. The Voice & Herald 
thanks Frederic Reamer and 
Joseph O'Connor, the This I 
Believe producer and WRNI 
general manager, respectively, 
for allowing us to reproduce 
these essays. 
TO SUBMIT your aired "This 
I Believe" essay to The Voice & 
Herald? Send to nkirsch@sha
lomri.org, subject line: This I 
Believe. 

-
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Building a bridge across a huge cultural chasm 

Lately I've been feeling 
more and more out of 
.place, and Jess and Jess 

connected with Israel and the 
reasons I made aliyah. 

I received a Jot of comments 
on a statement I made in a re
cent column, that "the longer I 

jALISON ON 
ALIYAH REDUX 

I ALISON STERN PEREZ 

am here, the Jess I understand 
anything about this country, 
society and .people that are sup
posedly now 'my own'." I was 
asked for examples, and it made 
me reflect even more on some 
things that, I feel, epitomize my 
outsider-ness. The more such 
experiences I accumulate, the 
more I come closer to being able 
to put my finger on what makes 
me feel so frustrated and for
eign and, often, fundamentally 
inadequate (at least, perhaps, 
for living in this society). 

Case in point: A few months 
ago, a friend of mine mentioned 
that a friend of hers was about 
to have a baby girl and didn't 
have much money for clothes 
or supplies. Thinking I was 
showing admirable generosity 
and sharing in the Israeli col
lective and pioneering spirit, 
I automatically proffered the 
literal truckloads of ador
able and barely-used Carter's 
dresses, jumpers and pajamas 
I had painstakingly organized 
and stored. "Of course," I said, 
in what I assumed was only an 
afterthought that was clearly 
obvious to both of us, "I would 
need everything back when 
we're ready for our next baby." 

My friend looked at me wide
eyed, flabbergasted at the pre
sumption, and asked with a 
not-imperceptible amount of 
disgust, "What?! You want it 
back?!" She immediately re
fused my offer, haughtily tell
ing me that baby clothes are 
never given back to the origi
nal lender, only "paid forward" 
here. I, equally incredulous, 
asked what people do if they 
have another child after giving 
away all their baby clothing, to 
which she responded, "I guess 
they just buy more, or borrow 
from someone else." 

I could not bear the thought 

The longer I'm here, the less I understand 
of all my mother's hard work, 
shopping for and shipping all 
those clothes over the past 
three years, possibly going to 
waste. 

I thus retracted my already
rejected offer and slunk away 
from my friend with my tail be-

tween my legs. I felt self
ish and misunderstood 
and, most of all, shocked 
that the concept of lend
ing took on such different 
meanings in the U.S. and 
Israel. I felt sure that the 
dictionary definition co
incided with my own, but 
clearly Israel uses an en

tirely different dictionary. 
Another major mine that I al

ways seem to step on exists in 
the area of nannies and care
givers for my kids. It has be
come painfully clear to me that 
my views on childrearing, dis
cipline and parental empathy 
are fundamentally at odds with 
those of most of the Israeli pop
ulace, apparently at least down 
here in Be'er Sheva. So I have 
lowered my expectations over
all, while carefully choosing be
tween the battles in which I will 
and won't engage. Of course,' 
none of my battling matters 
in the slightest, and I cannot 

more time playing and interact
ing directly with her?" 

The response? An injured 
look and a 30-minute lecture 
on how much she loves Amit 
but how clearly her own fam
ily comes first. That rule held 
painfully true when relatives 
visited daily, when it was de
clared that extra days would be 
taken off surrounding holidays 
and when Amit's daily sched
ule was constantly shifted to 
accommodate certain family 
members' needs. 

The reality of how different 
my mindset is from the Israeli 
perspective constantly smacked 
me in the face when the nanny 
would remind me proudly that 
she viewed and treated Amit 
like her "own granddaughter" 
- and I saw this only as a disad
vantage. 

And so, in a twisted take on 
the beloved (American) motto, 
we have learned the hard way 
and many, many times over, 
that "the childcare-giver is al
ways right." And that there's 
nothing we can do about that. 

Indeed, we had one sitter who 
committed to working two spe
cific days a week, only to renege 
just a few weeks later when her 

schedule suddenly "became 
problematic." Another signed 
on with us and agreed to a spe
cific sum for her salary, but then 
a month later, citing rising liv
ing expenses, just declared she 
wanted 30 percent more! An
other decided to stop working 
for us while we were on a trip 
abroad, apparently because she 
didn't think we were coming 
back. And my favorite, a previ
ously beloved baby-sitter who, 
upon receiving a mistaken pay
check from my befuddled hus
band for over $450 more than 
what we owed her, decided she 
deserved the "tip" and cashed 
the check without a word to us. 

Yes, these Israelis astound, 
shock, flabbergast and enrage 
me at times. And, on a daily ba
sis, I am left wondering despair
ingly, how can I ever make sense 
of this country and its people? I 
hate to extrapolate from these 
seemingly small and inconse
quential examples to the en
tirety of my absorption process 
and bewilderment about Israeli 
society at large. And perhaps 
I am being over-dramatic and 
over-critical. After all, this is 
a Middle Eastern society, and a 
"salad bowl" of so many differ-

ent cultures and customs and 
backgrounds, all of which make 
communication and mutual un
derstanding a challenge, to say 
the least. There are also many 
wonderful side effects of this 
diversity, and I try every day to 
focus more on them. · 

And yet, as usual, I find my
self feeling like I am on the 
other side of a huge cultural 
chasm. 

I had hoped to have made 
some progress building the 
bridge across by now, and in 
truth, there are days that I 
think I have. But then I look 
back and see that the bPidge 
was actually made of sand and 
seems to be crumbling beneath 
my feet. And I look forward and 
see that the other side seems to 
be moving further away by the 
minute. I suppose all I can do is 
keep placing each pile of sand in 
position (and hope that it sticks) 
and have faith that I will con
tinue to feel that the bridge is 
worth building at all. 

ALISON STERN PEREZ (ali
sonsternperez@gmail.com or 
alisonsterngolub.com), a native 
of Seattle, is a 2000 Brown Uni-
versity graduate. -

count the number of times that •·------------------------ ------------
I have had to grit my teeth and 
smile after having caught our 
various sitters giving our chil
dren sweets, plopping them in 
front of the television or admon
ishing them in a way that goes 
against everything I stand for 
_as a parent. 

Indeed, the unique and in
famous breed of individual 
known as "The Israeli nanny" 
is a slippery and terrifying 
specimen. We have learned our 
lesson well, through no small 
number of clear warnings and 
insinuated threats: Don't cross 
the nanny. Our daughter's first 
nanny informed us, in no un
certain terms, that she would 
only care for Amit at her house, 
which allowed her· ample op
portunity to take care of all her 
housework and cooking for her 
extended family of, I swear, at 
least 17-gajillion. Only when 
Amit began seeking out our 
kitchen towels to fold and inces
santly sweeping the living room 
did we realize what was really 
going on. 

So we fearfully and timidly 
beseeched the nanny: "Maybe, 
pretty please, possibly, is there 
any chance you can spend a bit 

,LETTERS 

An update on the saga of Yuri Dorn 
EDITOR'S NOTE: David Da

vies, who wrote "The sad saga 
of Yuri Dorn" in the March 
29 issue of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, provided us with 
an update on recent develop
ments. 

He wrote: "FYI - I received 
this from Irina Dorn the same 
day [that The Jewish Voice & 
Herald] arrived in the mail. It 
was plead to the charge and get 

out or face five years, which 
the prosecutor was asking for. 
Yuri had to resign from his 
leadership of the Belarus Jew
ish community as part of [the 
plea agreement], so I'm not 
sure what's left for him there." 

The email that Davies re
ceived from Irina and Yuri 
Dorn states: "Hi, David. Thank 
you for this article! As of 
March 29, Yuri is a free person. 

"They· finally Jet him go. He 
had to admit to tax evasion 
and [the] judge counted a year 
he spent in jail as his punish
ment. Perfect explanation for 
the year they kept Yuri in .pris
on. 

We just spent our first [Shab
bat] together, although still in 
Minsk. Now I understand bet
ter the true meaning of Pesach. 

Happy Passover, Irina & Yuri." 

An update on the Ethiopian photography exhibit 
their homeland to the State 
of Israel." It is about a unique 
holiday of Ethiopian Jewry 
that has now become an Israeli 
national holiday, though it con
tinues to be celebrated mainly 
by Jews from Ethiopia, with 
most Jews in Israel and the di
aspora remaining unfamiliar 
with it. 

together, whatever that state
ment might mean. 

Gidon Agaza has not yet 
graduated from Bezalel Acad
emy of Arts and Design. As his 
gallery exhibit artist's state- • 
ment, which I translated into 
English, makes plain: "I'm 
currently completing my final 
year of study at Bezalel." And 
he does not live in Jerusalem. 

Shai Afsai 
Providence 

Correction 

As one who was involved, 
along with Matan Graff, in the 
preparation of the gallery (401) 
exhibit, and whose text de
scribing the Sigd accompanies · 
the wonderful photographs 
of Ilene Perlman and Gidon 
Agaza, I would like to correct 
a number of the errors con
tained ih Nancy Kirsch's 288 
word article, "Photographers' 
images of Ethiopian Jews on 
display" (March 29). It will 
take about as many words to 
clear matters up. 

The photo exhibit is titled 
"The Sigd: From Ethiopia to 
Israel" and not "Documenting 
the Sigd." 

I did not travel "late last year 
to Ethiopia to document the 
Ethiopian holiday," but rather 
to Israel, which is where most 
of the Jews from Ethiopia now 
live and the main celebrations · 
of the Sigd take place. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The 
paper inadvertently ran an 

early draft of this story, which 
contained inaccurate informa

tion provided to The Voice & 
Members of The Mothers Cir

cle - Denise Josephs, from left, 
Anya Davis and Ciara Byrne -
attended a model Seder at the 
home of Kit Haspel. They were 
incorrectly identified in the 
March 29 issue. 

The exhibit is not "about the 
Ethiopian Jews' sojourns from 

Ilene Perlman does 
not claim that her 
"ability to 'speak a little He
brew"' brings Jews closer 

Herald. The paper regrets the 
errors. 
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do so much work, James Pious, 
Alliance Community Develop
ment Committee chair, noted 
that, with increased communal 
needs and reduced dollars to 
allocate, the challenges are im
mense. 

Community volunteers on 
CDC subcommittees - Jewish 
Peoplehood, Jewish Life and 
Learning, Caring & Social Re
sponsibility - meet over the 
course of several months to 
read, analyze and evaluate 
requests for proposals from 
entities seeking funds and 
kindly, yet firmly, query rep
resentatives about those re
quests before making fund
ing recommendations. 

Ultimately, the Alliance 
board must approve CDC 
recommendations before 
funds are distributed. 

"If everything is a priority, 
then nothing is a priority," 
Rob Stolzman said. 

Given his dual role - as 
an Alliance board member 
and Camp JORI president -
Stolzman witnesses grant 
requests to the Alliance 
increasing while available 
funds are not. 

"The Alliance leadership 
recognizes that the com
munity needs to refocus 
on identifying community 
priorities and strategically ad
dressing them with resources, 
financial and human," Stolz
man wrote in an email. "Educa
tion, peoplehood, poverty, aging 
.. . social justice, etc., need to be 
prioritized and effectively sup
ported." 

If programs or agencies are 
obsolete, we can't romanticize 
their "Jewishness" and support 
them without a rational under
standing of how they meet com
munity priorities, he added. 

To that end, the Alliance has 
made clear decisions about 
funding priorities, which are 
identified in the sidebar, "CDC 
allocations in a nutshell." 

Making changes 
"The Alliance can't do the 

same things in the same way," 
Pious said in a CDC kickoff 
meeting last year. 

And indeed, the 2013 Annual 
Campaign - which has not yet 
officially closed - includes a 
new Donor Choice Program, 
which allowed donors - who in
creased their gift from the prior 
year's gift (if any) and gave a 
minimum of $360 this year - to 
designate up to 25 percent of 
their gift to any of six targeted 
areas. 

Forty-three donors par
ticipated this year in Donor 
Choice, which directed funds 
to the CDC Subcommittees or 
three signature initiatives: 
Jewish camping scholarships 
and grants, community emer
gency assistance fund and a 
program for Ethiopian children 
with special needs. 

"They [agencies] are hearing 

our message," said Pious, about 
other changes the Alliance 
implemented, including more 
frequent site visits, improved 
outcome reports and the need 
for agencies to collaborate to le
verage limited dollars. 

By way of example, Provi
dence Hebrew Day School and 
the Jewish Community Day 
School now offer a joint science 
curriculum, and synagogues 

Too, this was the second year 
of a two-year Alliance commit
ment to increase the percentage 
of allocable funds to local, rath
er than international, needs. 

After some years of equally 
splitting allocable dollars to 
local and international needs, 
last year, the Alliance allocated 
55 percent locally; this year, 60 
percent. (See sidebar, "Israel's 
culture of giving is new.") 

CDC subcommittees at work 
Although we can't all visit Is

rael (or other countries) to wit
ness our contri
butions' actual 
impact, David 
Yavner, a Jew-
ish Peoplehood 
Subcommittee 
member, has. 

"T here ' s 
nothing like 

EMUNAH CREATIVE ARTS 
IS SUPPORTED BY THE 

GENEROSITY OF THE 

putting human 
faces to the 
problems," said 
Yavner. "You 
can't appreci
ate [the need] 
unW you look 
at these beau
tiful children 
[at the Emu
nah Children's 
Center, which 
he visited dur
ing the Janu-

JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 
RHODE ISLAND 

collaborate with Jewish Family 
Service's Kesher program, 
which provides social work 
support to congregants in need 
at participating synagogues. 

ary 2013 Alli
ance mission] and realize [that] 
these children need help. It 
makes you want to open your 
wallet .. . or your time. Israel 
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Alliance JCC 

GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 

13 I Brown Avenue I Seekonk, MA 
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Find the right camp for your child at the Jed-
. For children ages 2 - IS 

Sports, art, acting, animals, cooking, science, 
travel and so many more ways for your child to 

create an exciting summer full of memories! 

15 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.421.4111 
www.shalomri .org 

• Alliance 

JCC 
The Alliance JCC is a division of the Jewish Alh,1nce of Gre>ater RhodC' Island 

A German Life: 
Against All Odds, 

Change is Possible 

Guest speaker: 
Bernd Wollschlaeger, MD 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 
at 2 pm 

TEMPLE HABONIM 
165 New Meadow Road 

Barrington, RI 

When is it time to question the morality of a 
society vs. your personal sense of 

what is just? 

Dr. Wollsr;;hlaeger's presentation explains his 
struggle with faith and identitY, his separation 
from parents whom he loved and respected, 
and his conversion to Judaism. He was born 
the Christian son of a World War II German tank 
commander, who received Germany's highest 
honor, the Iron Cross, which Hitler personally 
pinned on his uniform. 

Dr. Wollschlaeger has revealed his experiences 
in presentations in the United States and 
Canada. Those who have heard him speak 
have been deeply moved by his powerful story. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Temple Habonim Adult Education Committee and 

is free and open to the community. 
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TEMPLE BETH-EL 

Meet our Clergy, Staff&. Our Membws 

Visit & Learn about Rellg.OUs/Hebrew Schoof 

LHrn about our Programs 

Find out how to get involved in our caring community 

Feet connected to your Jewish heritage 

---·----------.......................... --....... 
,__... ......... .,._ .. .,,_ .......... d ............ 

70 Orchard Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 
"iwM.temple-bellHII.Cllg 

401-33Hi070 

-4~8~~~ 
working with families and their newborns/baby 

Send parent questions to kenkap@Cox. net 

American Baby Care: Welcoming a new baby into your 
family is a joyous, busy and potentially overwhelming 

time. Whether expecting you're first baby or third, 
adopting, surrogacy, singleton or multiples I am pleased 
to support, educate and guide you through parenthood. 

Services available in Hancock Park. Hollywood Hills, 
Holmbly Hills, Beverly Hills and Bel Air. 

Rhode Island, Boston, Connecticut & Los Angeles, CA 

Ed~cator and Guide for women during their pregnancies 
and beyond. For more information and questions 

email Kendra at Kenkap@cox.net 

Erick Brown 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Weddings and Portraits 

"You're going to look great!" 
401-440-2361 ErickBrown.com 
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Volunteers from the Army Corps of Engineers and others maintain "Stumbling Stones," which 
commemorate Jewish residents of Wiesbaden murdered in the Holocaust. 

In Germany, some closure 
for the son of survivors 

A multifaith group experiences a moving moment in Wiesbaden 

BY ADAM FRIEDMAN 

NEW YORK(JTA) - As a child 
of Holocaust survivors, I have 
always managed to avoid visit
ing Germany. Part of my par
ents' legacy was never to visit 
the country, with its dark past 
- not even to own any products 
in our home that were made in 
Germany. 

Despite my reluctance to visit 
Germany, an opportunity arose 
that I could not forgo. A profes
sional group to which I have be
longed for 10 years was holding 
a meeting in Wiesbaden - the 
day after Yorn Kippur, no less. 

As the international group 
of about 40 included many 
friends and people with whom 
I r egularly do business, I felt 
compelled to attend . I also felt 
that Michael, my German host, 
would feel slighted if I chose to 
stay home. After all, Michael 
is in his 40s and should not be 
blamed for the sins of his grand
parents' generation. 

I was pleasantly surprised to 
find Wiesbaden a most beauti
ful city with many stately build
ings dating from the mid-19th 
century, when it was a popular 
spa town for the rich and the 
royalty of Europe. It was a town 
that showed no visible scars 
from ' World War II, never hav
ing been bombed. 

But in fact, there were Jess 
visible scars that tarnished the 
history of Wiesbaden. At the 
onset of World War II, the city 
was home to 1,500 Jews who 
had built a most inspiring and 
·architecturally noteworthy 
synagogue that was destroyed 
on Kristallnacht (the "night of 
the broken glass") in 1938. Sub
sequently, Wiesbaden's Jews 
were deported to concentration 

camps, leaving no survivors. 
In my research before I ar

rived, I discovered that the 
town had built a memorial to 
those victims on the very spot 
where the synagogue was lo
cated. I was determined to visit 
the memorial, so that this trip, 
which seemed like a betrayal 
of my parents' memory, would 
take on some semblance of 
deeper meaning. I had no idea 
when I would have the oppor
tunity, as the meefing left little 
time for anything else. 

Michael, who was raised in 
Wiesbaden, is a sophisticated 
man who spent his younger 
years living in the United 
States and London. As part 
of the meeting's program, he 
had invited a speaker to dis
cuss German histor y, and the 
speaker began with the reign of 
Charlemagne. Much to every
one's astonishment, when he 
discussed the 20th century, he 
never mentioned the Nazi peri
od. We were all deeply offended 
and at the· break expressed our 
disappointment to Michael, 
whereupon he stood before 
the group and apologized with 
tears in his eyes. 

Suddenly I realized that here 
was my opportunity. I suggest
ed to Michael that it would be 
appropriate for him to invite 
the whole group to visit the 
memorial to the Jewish vic
tims. Michael eagerly agreed 
and later that day, most of the 
group walked to the memorial, 
not really knowing what to ex
pect . Appropriately, the site is 
somber with a gray brick wall 
inscribed with the names of 
those who perished. I felt that I 
needed to seize this moment. 

I asked my colleagues to gath-

er around while I put on my yar
mulke and recited the Kaddish, 
the Jewish mourner's prayer 
for the dead. Although the 
words are in ancient Aramaic, 
the meaning was felt more than 
understood. In a spontaneous 
outpouring of emotion, every
one burst into tears, hugging 
each other. The group included 
Jews, Christians, Hindus and 
Muslims; at this moment, we 
were simply people bound by 
our common humanity and the 
sadness over a terrible tragedy. 
As we stood there, many of the 
cars that passed by blew their 
horns in recognition and sym
pathy. 

Michael then led us to a house 
in front of which was embedded 
a brass plaque in the sidewalk 
with the name of a Jewish oc
cupant who had lived there and 
was deported. We all crouched 
down to read the name in an act 
of homage, each of us mouthing 
a prayer in our own way. 

Later that evening, as we 
walked back to our hotel, Mi
chael turned to me and said, 
"We learn all about the Nazi 
period and the Holocaust in 
school, and we take trips to 
many sites related to that time, 
but as Germans we never talk 
about it. That is a mistake. We 
need to talk about it so we won't 
forget ; that's what I learned to-
day." . 

The following day, I reviewed 
that simple yet profound event. 
I realized that coming to Ger
many was an act of closure for 
my own personal history. Even 
my parents would have under
stood. 
ADAM FRIEDMAN is a public 
relations consultant who lives 
in New York City. 
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hosts this community-led initia
tive. Asked how many years the 
synagogue has been the event 
site, Rabbi Wayne Franklin 
paused and said, "A long time ... 
almost 30 years." [Editor's Note: 
Emanu-El staff told this report
er later that the first event was 
held there in 1984 - 29 years ago!] 

Today, 70 years after the upris
ing, said Rabbi Franklin, "We 
honor the heroism of those who 
refused to go passively to their 
deaths; [we honor] the strength 
and ingenuity that they pos
sessed." 

Lilliane Birch, the first of three 
individuals who spoke about the 
March of the Living (a trip that 
begins with visits to several con
centration camps and ends with 
several days in Israel), talked 
about her mother, who survived 
Auschwitz. 

The experience of walking 
from Auschwitz to Birkenau 
in 2010, she said, was one of the 
"most heartwarming days ofmy 
life. Seventy-five hundred of us 
in our blue jackets, with signs 
from different countries . . . it 
was a 'take back the night' kind 
of experience." The Nazis tried 
to kill us all, she said, but "here 
we are. We paid homage to those 
who perished and those who sur
vived." 

If 
"THE MARCH OF 
the Living is more 
than a Jewish . ,, 
experience. 

Jacob Dinerman, a Cranston 
resident and now a freshman at 
Clark University in Worcester, 
Mass., eloquently talked about 
courage. The courage of those in 
the Warsaw _Ghetto, who held off 
the Nazis for a full month when 
all of Poland fell to the Nazi in
vasion after only three weeks 
. . . the courage of Irena Sendler, 
who smuggled 2,500 Jewish chil
dren out of the Warsaw Ghetto 
and who, despite being arrest
ed and tortured by the Nazis, 
worked diligently after World 
War II to reunite them with any 
of their surviving parents ... 
the courage of concentration 
camp inmates who shared their 
gifts of a speck of bread or a sip 
of soup with one another .. . and 
the courage of March of the Liv
ing participants who bravely 
marched into and out of the 
camps. 

"The March of the Living is 
more than a Jewish experience, 
but a human experience," he 
said. "[We came] face-to-face 
with the charred remains of a 
horrible moment in history; it 
is our responsibility to gather 
pieces [of those lost lives] .. . and 
to honor each life." 

And Allison Penn, who partic-
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REMEMBERING the fallen, honoring our heroes 
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"THEY MADE 
IT out of Poland 
... they clicln't let 
01,ief conque,, 
0 

them." 

Reverend Dr. Donald Anderson, left, and Marty Cooper 

ipated in March of the Living in 
2012 with Dinerman, called it "a 
blessing to have survivors join 
us. They gave the Holocaust the 
human face," said Penn, a War
wick resident who is now a Bos
ton University freshman. She 
spoke lovingly and emtionally 
of the three survivors whom she 
called "our inspiration." 

Individuals locally are able to 
participate in March of the Liv
ing, thanks to allocations from 
the Alliance Annual Campaign, 
as well as funding from syna
gogues and other Jewish agen
cies. 

Although they didn't think of 
themselves as heroes, she ~aid, 
"They made it out of Poland, yet 
chose to return to share their ex
periences. They didn't let grief 
conquer them." 

Before presenting Rev. Ander
son with the award, the Alliance 
Community Relations Direc
tor Marty Cooper called him 
a "state treasure . . . a national 
treasure." Active in myriad 
organizations devoted to right
ing society's wrongs of hunger, 
homelessness, poverty, bias and 

· prejudice, Rev. Anderson has 
been recognized for his work by 
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT and 
the Fund for Community Prog
ress, among others. 

In a voice thick with emotion, 
Rev. Anderson called the award 
"deeply humbling and moving" 
as he confessed, "Some of the 
people who performed these acts 
[against the Jews during World 
War II] follow[ed] my religion ... 
it's beyond my understanding. 

"My faith calls me to view each 
human being as equal in God's 
eyes [and] none ofus is truly free 
when any of us is less than fully· 
free," he said. 

Decrying the old chestnut "ig
norance is bliss," he urged '"the 
250 people at the April 7 ceremo
ny to "listen and learn to trust 
one another. There are no short
cuts," he said, and noted that 

Survivors and family members, as well as victims' family members, line up to light memorial candles. 

such hard work, which takes 
commitment, is the only way to 
defeat ignorance. 

In keeping with past practice, 
survivors and their relatives, 
as well as relatives of those lost 
in the Holocaust and March of 
the Living participants, walked 
down the aisle of the sanctuary 
to light candles ofremembrance. 
In addition, the names of Holo
caust victims - relatives of indi
viduals who live or have lived in 
Rhode Island - were read aloud. 

The event included a video and 
Emanu-El Cantor Brian J. May
er and some members of Kol Ke
sem HaZamir Providence choir 
sang. 

A program note summarized 
the event aptly: "'Never forget' is 
the cry shouted out to the world; 
'never forget' is the cry which 
emanates from our souls." Rabbi Wayne Franklin, left, and Rabbi Elan Babchuck confer before 

the Yom Ha-Shoah program begins. 
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doesn't have the resources to 
do everything that needs to 
be done." 

Despite a $500,000 short
fall - between money sought 
and money allocated - Har
old Foster, Jewish Life and 
Learning Subcommittee 
chair, called meetings with 
grantees and prospective 
grantees "the most enjoyable 
part of the experience" as 
they met community leaders 
who had the opportunity to · 
explain their programs and 
make a case for funding. 

"At the same time," Foster 
added, "they left with a bet
ter understanding of the Alli
ance's role in our community 
and realizing that the Alli
ance and communal organi
zations ... build community. 
The Alliance can't do it alone 
and the agencies can't do it 
alone." 

Reviewing in detail so 
many requests for proposals is 
difficult, Foster said, with the 
most difficult task that of de
ciding how to allocate limited 
financial resources. 

During the past several 
months, professional and/or 
lay leaders from organizations 
requesting funding and sub
committee members have held 
meetings, some of which this 
editor was able to attend. 

Often asked to clarify or elabo-. 
rate on proposed budgets, agen
cies' representatives fielded_ 
questions: "What other funding 
sources have you considered?" 
"Are you collaborating with 
others on this initiative?" "How 
many Jewish people would this 
program serve?" "What would 
happen if the Alliance couldn't 
fund the program?" "What are 
the expected outcomes?" 

One agency's program was 
deemed worthwhile; because 
it served a very small number 
of Jewish individuals who are 
geographically distant from the 
Alliance's catchment area, it 
did not receive funding. 

In another instance, fu11d
ing was not recommended for a · 
program lacking concrete data 
about the number of people it 
served. 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Girls from the Emunah Children's Center in Israel perform. 

Of such situations, Caring & 
Social Responsibility Subcom
mittee Chair Vincent Mor said, 
"If you can't give me numbers, 
it doesn't make sense." 

Minna Ellison, Alliance se
nior vice president for commu
nity planning and program
ming, reminded Mor's group, 
valiantly struggling to find dol
lars to fund a specific program, 
"We don't just allocate money, 
we shape programs." 

Subcommittees' members, 
each with a personal perspec
tive and passion for a particu
lar cause, volunteer to set aside 
personal biases and collectively 
make difficult decisions to fund 
- or not fund - particular pro
grams. 

As the sidebar "CDC alloca
tions ... " notes, funding requests 
far outstrips funds available to 
address needs. 

"It's a two-way street; we need 
[financial) participation from 
your board in [the Annual Cam
paign] ," Pious told one agency's 
lay and professional leaders. 
"If people [on your board) don't 
know how we are helping them, 
we are missing something posi
tive." 

Recommendations for the future 
"New approaches are critical 

to respond to a changing phil-

Davi,d Yavner 

anthropic landscape. The Al
liance is working on big ideas 
and strategic initiatives," said 
Eddie Bruckner, Alliance vice 
president of financial resource 
development. "We are enhanc
ing our fundraising approach 
to align additional increased 
annual gifts with strategic 
priorities that will add value 
to Jewish life and culture and 
serve as tangible examples of 
the Alliance's direct impact in 
the co=unity." 

MINNA ELLISON (mellison@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 
176) about the CDC; EDDIE 
BRUCKNER (ebruckner@sha
lomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 174) 
about the Annual Campaign. 

Ellie Elbaum, left, and Faye Wisen at a CDC meeting 

CDC allocations in a nutshell 

Jewish Peoplehood: 
Chaired by Faye Wisen, the 
subcommittee focuses tin res
cue, relief and renewal, with 
special attention to Jewish 
communities in Poland and 
the Afula-Gilboa region of Is
rael. 

$1,137,198 for 23 proposals 
sought. 

$854,355 for 18 programs/ 
services granted. 

New initiatives: A leader
ship program for Birthright 
alumni in Poland and a jobs 
training program for Ethio
pian IDF veterans. 

Vincent Mor 

• Jewish Life and Learning: Chaired by Harold Foster, 
.the subcommittee focuses on ensuring high-quality, accessible 
programs and services promoting active, lifelong participation 
throughout the greater R.I. Jewish co=unity. 

$1,600,000+ for 37 proposals sought. 
$1,065,056 for 31 programs/ services granted. 
New initiatives: Holocaust Education and Resource Center 

programs for students on Aquidnick Island; Donor Choice Pro
gram dollars for needs-based scholarships at Camp JORI. 

• Caring & Social Responsibility: Chaired by Vincent Mor, 
the subco=ittee focuses on ensuring the quality of life in the 
greater R.I. community and that individuals who are poor or 
elderly or have disabilities are served with dignity. 

$500,000+ 14 proposals sought. 
$408,000 for 9 programs/ services granted. 
New initiatives: CHA VER College, a volunteer trainir1g pro

gram collaboratively run by Jewish Family Service and Jew
ish Seniors Agency; expanding Kesher to Congregation Beth 
Sholom. 

Israel's culture of giving is new 
can philanthropy in Israel. 

PROVIDENCE - Are Israeli individu
als or companies helping support Israe
lis in need? More than one individual 
posed that question during the Alliance 
mission to Israel in late January, often 
as we drove by new office buildings bear
ing familiar names of Google, Microsoft, 
Cisco, etc. 

in response to this reporter's question. 
"The government has historically just
taxed everyone at a high rate and that, 
coupled with western funds, is what 
'funded various programs." Individuals 
submitting a tax write-off for a charita
ble gift, he wrote, would incur a govern
ment audit. 

With Israeli wealth growing, "the west 
is pushing Israelis .to take on ... respon
sibilities ... pushing the government to 
change laws so Israelis will have [an) in
centive to give philanthropically," wrote 
Heist. 

"We helped plant the trees and sup
ported development of the country," said _ 
Larr y Hershoff. "We can't abandon this 
now. We are fortunate to have wealth in 
the U.S. that most older Israelis could 
never amass." 

In contrast, while acknowledging Is
rael's growing self-sufficiency - dem
onstrated in part by Tel Aviv's new 
high-rise condos and high-tech compa
nies - Mel Zurier believes Israel should 
support its own charitable endeavors. 
However, Americans still play a signifi
cant role by offering positive public and 
political support, as well as selling mili-

tary arms to Israel. He concurred with 
President Obama's view that we must let 
Israel know that we "have its back." 

Zurier supports federation dollars go
ing to Israel for emergency relief efforts 
- such as rescuing Ethiopian Jews and 
resettling them in Israel, for example. 

Israelis are really starting to step up, 
Heist noted, and acknowledged that 
Israeli entities are making contribu
tions to Israeli nonprofit organizations. 
Google, Microsoft, Cisco and others, 
with headquarters in Israel, bring a cul
ture of philanthropy to Israel. 

"Philanthropy is very new in Israel 
- the wealth that drives it internally is 
20 years old or less. There are not tax 
write-offs like we [in the U.S.] have," 
wrote Dusty Heist, manager, commu
nity relations, Jewish Agency for Israel, 

Some mission participants shared 
their thoughts about the role of Ameri-
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Lighten up your cooking for spring 
Tempting recipes in Jerusalem: A Cookbook' 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - With spring 
- and spring-like weather - fi
nally here, it's time to turn 
to making and eating some 
lighter fare. We turned again 
to "Jerusalem: A Cookbook" 
by Yotam Ottolenghi and Sarni 
Tamimi (Ten Speed Press 2012) 
for some recipes. Put away win
ter's heavy stew recipes and try 
these, instead. 

Saffron chicken & herb salad 
The authors note: "This col

orful salad is extraordinarily 
moist and refreshing. The trick 
- boiling a whole orange and 
blitzing it down to a paste - is 
very effective for many sauces, 
salsas and cakes. If you don't 
like fennel, replace it with a 
combination of green onion and 
arugula." 

INGREDIENTS 
1 orange 
2½ tablespoons honey 
½ teaspoon saffron threads 
1 tablespoon white-wine vin

egar 
1 ¼ cups water 
2 ¼ pounds skinless, boneless 

chicken breast 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
2 small fennel bulbs, thinly 

sliced 
1 cup fresh cilantro leaves 
% cup fresh basil leaves, torn 
15 fresh mint leaves, torn 
2 tablespoons freshly 

squeezed lemon juice 
1 red chile, thinly sliced 
1 clove garlic, crushed 
salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 

METHOD 
Preheat oven to 400. Trim and 

discard %-inch off the top and 
tail of the orange and cut it into 
12 wedges, keeping the skin on. 
Remove any seeds. 

Place the wedges in a small 
saucepan with honey, saffron, 

vinegar and just enough water 
to cover the orange wedges. 

. Bring to a boil and simmer 
gently for about an hour. At the 
end, you should be left with a 
soft orange and about 3 table
spoons of thick syrup; add wa
ter during the cooking if the 
liquid gets very low. 
. Use a food processor to blitz 
the orange and syrup into a 
smooth, runny paste; again, 
add a little water if needed. 

Mix the chicken breast with 
half the olive oil and plenty 
of salt and pepper and place 
on a very hot ridged-griddle 
pan. Sear for about 2 minutes 
on each side to get clear char 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're
not eating pizza! 

s1-11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

marks all oveIT. Transfer to a 
roasting pan and place in the 
oven for about 15 to 20 minutes, 
until just cooked. 

Once the chicken is cool 

enough to handle but still 
warm, tear it with your hands 
into rough, quite large pieces. 

Place in a large mixing bowl, 
pour half the orange paste over 
it and stir well. (The other half 
of the orange paste can be kept 
in the fridge for a few days. It 
would make a good addition to 
an herb salsa to serve with oily 
fish such as mackerel or salm
on.) 

Add the ·remaining ingredi
ents to the salad, including the 
rest of the olive oil and toss gen
tly. Taste, and add salt and pep
per. If needed, add more olive 
oil and lemon juice. 

Serves 4. 

Swiss chard with tahini, yogurt 
& buttered pine nuts 

The authors write, "Chard 
leaves are some of the most 
popular greens in Jerusalem. 
Garlic is essential! Paired with 
tahini and yogurt, they make a 
remarkable side dish." 

INGREDIENTS FOR SWISS CHARD 
28/4 pounds Swiss chard 
2½ tablespoons unsalted but

ter · 
2 tablespoons olive oil, plus 

extra to finish 
scant 5 tablespoons pine nuts 
2 small cloves garlic, sliced 

very thinly 
¼ cup dry white wine 
sweet paprika to garnish (op

tional) 
salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 

INGREDIENTS FOR SAUCE 
2½ tablespoons light tahini 

paste 
4½ tablespoons Greek yogurt 
2 tablespoons freshly 

squeezed lemon juice 
1 clove garlic, crushed 
2 tablespoons water 

M ETHOD 
Start with the sauce. Place all 

the sauce ingredients in a medi
um bowl, add a pinch of salt and 
stir well with a whisk until you 
get a smooth, semi-stiff paste. 
Set aside. 

Use a sharp knife to separate 
the white chard stalks from the 
green leaves and cut them both 
into slices ¾-inch wide, keeping 
the leaves and stalks separate. 

Bring a large pan of salted 
water to a boil and add the 
chard stalks. Simmer for 2 min
utes, add the leaves and cook 
for a further minute. Drain and 
rinse well under cold water. Al
low the water to drain and then 
use your hands to squeeze the 
chard until it is completely dry. 

Put half the butter and 2 ta
blespoons olive oil in a large 
frying pan and place over me
dium heat. Once hot, add the 
pine nuts and toss them in the 
pan until golden, about 2 min
utes. (Be careful not to let them 
burn.) Use a slotted spoon to re-
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move them from the pan, then 
throw in the garlic. Cook for 
about a minute, until it starts 
to become golden. Carefully 
(it will spit!) pour in the wine. 
Leave for a minute or less, until 
it reduces to about one-third. 

Add the chard and the rest 
of the butter and cook for 2 to 5 
minutes, stirring occasionally 
until the chard is completely 
warm. Season with ½ teaspoon 
salt and some black pepper. 

Divide the chard among in
dividual serving bowls, spoon 
tahini sauce on top and scatter 
pine nuts. Finally, drizzle with 
olive oil and sprinkle with some 
paprika, if you like. 

Serves 4. 

Clementine & almond syrup cake 
The authors note: "This fra

grant cake has a wonderful light 
texture and will keep, covered, 
for at least a week. Oranges will 
make an adequate substitute for 
the clementines. A citrus zester, 
inexpensive and widely avail
able, is the ideal tool for getting 
long, even strips of orange zest 
to garnish the cake." 

INGREDIENTS FOR CAKE 
¾ cup plus 2 tablespoons un

salted butter 
scant 2 cups superfine sugar 
grated zest and juice of 4 cle

mentines 
grated zest and juice of! lem

on 
2½ cups ground almonds 

FOOD APRIL 12, 2013 t1 
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LIGHTER recipes don't skimp on flavor 
5 large free-range eggs, beat

en 
'/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon all

purpose flour, sifted 
pinch of salt 
long strips of orange zest for 

garnish 

INGREDIENTS FOR CHOCOLATE 
ICING (OPTIONAL) 

6 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
diced 

5 ounces good-quality dark 
chocolate, broken up 

2 ½ teaspoons honey 
1 ½ teaspoons Cognac 

METHOD FOR CAKE 
Preheat oven to 350. Lightly 

grease a 9½-inch spring-form 
pan with butter and line the 
sides and bottom with parch
ment paper. 

Place the butter, 1 ½ cups of 
sugar and both zests in a stand 
mixer fitted with beater attach
ment. Beat on low speed to in
corporate everything well, but 
do not overwork the mixture or 
incorporate too much air. 

Add half the ground almonds 
and continue mixing until com
bined. 

With the machine running, 
gradually add the eggs, stop
ping to scrape the bottom and 
sides of the bowl a couple of 
times as you go. Add the re
maining ground almonds, the 
flour and the salt. Beat until 
completely smooth. 

Pour the cake batter into the 
pan and level it with an offset 
spatula. 

Bake the cake for 50 to 60 min
utes. Check to see if it is ready 
by inserting a skewer into the 
center. It should come out a lit
tle bit moist. 

When the cake is almost 
done, place the remaining 1/, 
cup sugar and the citrus juices 
in a small saucepan and bring 
to a boil (the juices should total 
about ½ cup; remove some juice 
if needed). When the syrup 
boils, remove it from the heat. 

As soon as the cake comes 
out of the oven, brush it with 

the boiling syrup, making sure 
all the syrup soaks in. Let the 
cake cool completely before you 
remove it from the pan. Serve 
it as is, garnished with orange 
zest strips, or store it for up to 
5 days in an airtight container. 

METHOD FOR ICING 
Ice the cake on the day you 

want to serve it so the icing is 
fresh. Put the butter, chocolate 
and honey in a heatproof bowl 
and place over a saucepan of 
simmering water (make sure 
the bowl doesn't touch the wa-

ter). 
Stir until everything is melt

ed, then immediately remove 
from the heat and fold in the 
Cognac. 

Pour the icing over the cooled 
cake, allowing it to dribble nat
urally down the sides without 
covering the cake completely. 
Let the icing set and then gar
nish the center of the cake with 
the orange zest strips. 

Serves 8 to 10. 

At The High/antis, 
we laugh and live life. 
Good friends and good 
cheer set us apart. 

AaaislBd Living- Memory c.e ::»E I G H LAN D S 
High Standards. Higher Hopes. 

ON THE EAST SIDE 

101 Highland Ave (Near Miriam Hospital), Providence www.HighlandsRl.com 401-654-5259 
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Now there's a fellowship 

in his mother's name, 

t raining 50 educators to 

teach about the Holocaust. 

With a little planning you, 

too, can leave a legacy that 

continues the work you 

believe in and sustains the 

Jewish community. Let us 

help you create a gift that 

speaks to your heart. It's 

more than a donation. It 's 

your legacy. 

For more information about 

legacy giving, please contact 

Edward Bruckner at the Jewish 

Federation Foundati on at 

401.421.4111 ext. 174 or 

ebruckner@shalomri .org 
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Rustigian Rugs is not your grandmother's rug store 
East Side boutique welcomes Linda Fain 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
Contributing Writer 

PROVIDENCE Visitors 
to Rustigian Rugs may think 
something is missing from a 
rug store that seems to have 
something for everyone. 

But what? Visitors won't see 
yesteryear's ubiquitous red
and-blue Persian area rugs. 

Today's rugs, primarily from 
Iran, Pakistan, India and, in
creasingly, Afghanistan (see 
sidebar, "The Initiative to Edu
cate Afghan Women"), have 
been influenced by the classic 
Persian theme, but also include 
Asian tribal motifs and contem
porary designs such as rococo, 
minimalist and arts and crafts. 

Roz Rustigian, Rustigian 
Rugs' owner, responded with 
a smile on her face as she re
called her early affiliation with 
the business, founded in 1930 
by her late father, V. George 
"Rusty" Rustigian. 

"It was child labor," she 
laughed. "I helped wash rugs 
and repair rugs [in the base
ment of the family home) with 
my mother and ... an old Arme
nian couple." The family's ga
rage was converted to a show
room and it wasn't uncommon 

PHOTOS I ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
Linda Fain 

to see customers' rugs drying 
in the sun on specially made 
racks. 

Fast forward to 1980 
After her father's death, Roz 

used her strong business back
ground (she holds a graduate 
business degree from Cornell 
University), to not only main
tain the half-century tradition 

of Rustigian Rugs, but also to 
survive and prosper against the 
onslaught from the "big box" 
discount retailers. How? "As the 
public's taste for price-points 
[and quality) got lower, I held 
ground .. . or elevated slightly," 
she said. "There is definitely 
a ceiling on quality ... we have 
rugs that you just cannot find 

Using the latest technology we can offer custom design security 
systems including remote access to arm and disarm your security 

system, control lighting , thermostat, view video cameras, and much 
more from any computer, iPad or smart-phone from any where. 

Protect your home or business with a local family 
owned company serving RI and MA for nearly 40 years. 

We pride ourselves on our reputation for providing 
quality alarm systems and personal, exceptional 

service 24/7 ..... for an affordable price. 

85 Academy Avenue, Providence, RI 02908 
401-274-7676 

www .mtpleasantalarms.com 

Roz Rustigian 

[at the big discounters]." 
Rustigian's position and repu

tation, on a national level, gives 
her "first crack at nearly every
thing [that comes to market in 
the U.S.)." A second strategy -
one her father used in the early 
years to expand the business 
- was to remodel her Governor 
Street showroom and carry 
broadloom (wall-to-wall) car
peting. 

As a testament to her knowl
edge of fine quality rugs, her 
business acumen and her devo
tion to "placing the right rug in 
the right room," Roz has twice 
been elected president of the 

Oriental Rug Retailers Associa
tion of America. 

An old friend returns 
to the rug business 

Last September, Linda Fain 
- yes, that Linda Fain - of the 
now closed Fain's Fine Carpet 
& Rugs, retired from her retire
ment and joined the staff of Rus
tigian Rugs. 

In a sense, her new endeavor 
completes a 30-year circle of 
friendship and, yes, competi
tion with Rustigian. When this 
reporter asked Roz, "Why Lin
da Fain?" she replied, "That's 
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1nitiative to Educate Afghan Women' 

BY ARTHUR C. NORMAN 
Contributing Writer 

PROVIDENCE - The vision 
of the Initiative to Educate 
Afghan Women (IEAW) is "A 
peaceful and prosperous Af
ghanistan, in which Afghan 
women participate fully in 
the governance and develop
ment of their country." 

Roz Rustigian was recently 
named board chair of IEAW, 
a philanthropic cultural ex
change program that helps 
arrange college acceptances 
and scholarships for qualified 
Afghan girls and provides 
funds for transportation to 
the U.S. and back, books and 
health insurance. 

Its mission is to help create 
Afghanistan's future leaders 
through education and ca
reer guidance. 

The program, founded 10 

years ago in Rhode Island 
has provided 83 women with 
scholarships to some two
dozen colleges and universi
ties. 

Israel is not the only Middle 
East country where girls and 
women don't enjoy the same 
rights as do boys and men. 
Israeli women face obstacles 
in trying to pray at the Kotel; 
Afghan girls risk death to get 
an education. 

One 2008 graduate, Adela 
Raz, personifies IEAW's aims. 
Graduating with a master's 
degree in law and diplomacy 
from Tufts University, Raz 
was recently named to a lead
ership position in the office of 
President Hamid Karzai. 

FOR MORE INFORMA
TION: rozrustigian@rus
tigianrugs.com, 751-5100 or 
ieaw.org. 
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'Ihebuzz 
about bees 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

WARWICK - Bernard 
(Bernie) Bieder knows his 
bees, all 240,000 to 360,000 
of them. 

A hobbyist beekeeper for 
some 25 years, he met with 
this reporter at his home in 
a cozy Warwick neighbor
hood not far from Temple 
Am David, where he wor
ships. 

After they met a bee
keeper from Barrington, 
Bieder's daughter and late 
wife bought him one hive 
as a birthday gift about 25 
years ago; today, the nearly 
90-year-old Bieder owns six 
hives - two in his backyard 
and four at another location; a 
beekeeping friend maintains 
his off-site hives. Bieder be
lieves that, due to this past win
ter's cold weather, he may have 
lost a hive or two. 

If you want honey for yourself 
or to give away, you need about 
40,000-60,000 bees for every 
hive; otherwise, the bees will 
fill their brood chambers with 
60 pounds or more of honey 
in order to survive the winter 

Bernard Bieder holds his ;ar of 
prize-winning honey. 

months, according to Bieder. 
Bieder, who said that he has 

given many lectures - far and 
wide - about beekeeping, said 
that the most common question 
he hears is this: What do bees 
do in the wintertime? 

"They are," he said, "an amaz
ing species." Offering a quick 
lesson in the organizational 
life of a hive, he reminded this 
reporter that each hive has one 
queen bee, female worker bees 
and male drones. The drones 

TheONlY 
Place on the 
East Side 

that mate with the queen bee, 
which should be replaced every 
other year, die in the process. 
As for the other drones, they 
are dragged out of the hive in 
the fall by the worker bees to 
die. The worker bees cluster in 
cold weather, and the queen bee 
is in the center [to stay warm]," 
said Bieder, who is a member 
of the Rhode Island Beekeep-

ers Association. "The middle 
of the hive stays at 85 degrees, 
with the movement of the bees' 
wing muscles. The bees on the 
outside of the hive rotate in for 
warmth." 

While queen bees can live 
for two to four years, the aptly 
named worker bees wear them
selves out; their much shorter 
life expectancy is only about six 
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weeks, he said. 
Bieder said that people of

ten wonder whether bees ever 
sleep. He read that they might 
sleep, but no one has been able 
to ascertain if they sleep. 

Although bees aren't aggres
sive unless they feel threatened, 
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At The Highlands, every 
chef-prepared meal 

is more than nutritious. 
It's seriously delicious. 

Assisted Living - Memory Care ~E I G H LA N D S 
High Standards. Higher Hopes. 

ON THE EAST SIDE 

101 Highland Ave (Near Miriam Hospital) , Providence www.HighlandsRl.com 401-654-5259 
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Providence, East Side This brick Georg ian residence was built in 1920 and is located on a 
corner lot in the very desirable Freeman Plat. This property boasts 14 gracious rooms spread 
out over 6,000 square feet on three levels. 

Upon entering , looking past the grand sta ircase you immediately see through to a large bay 
window overlooking the flagstone patio and the sunken yard below. To your left is the spacious 
formal living room with fireplace, anchored by a grand bay window with window seat. Steps 
from th is space is a private library at the rear of the home overlooking the private yard. The 
generous formal dining room is accented by a grand bay window and leads to a beautiful 
breakfast room with decorative t ile floor and light flooding in from the two wa lls of French 
doors. Through an original butler's pantry, you enter the spacious eat-in-kitchen, offering a 
sub-zero refrigerator and wal ls of cabinets for ample storage. There is also a hal f bath and 
laundry room on this level. 

The second floor features a spacious master bedroom with sitting room, full marble bath with 
separate Jacuzzi tub, shower and a large walk-in closet. An additional bedroom is located on 
th is level , offering a large dressing area with built-ins and beautiful marble bath with shower. 
The home office on th is level also benefits from a full bath . 

Set atop the integrated two car garage is a wonderful guest space with two bedrooms and 
a full bath. The third level has a large bedroom and another full bathroom as wel l as a gym 
space with sauna and large cedar closet. 

Mature landscaping and beautiful sunken back yard add to the 
opulence of this quiet, city residence. $1 ,399,000 

N EW PO RT I NARRAGA N ETT I PROV I DE N CE I JAM ESTOWN I WATC H H I LL I BLOCK ISLAN D 

Local Legacy ... International Reach'" LILADELMAN .COM 
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Lila Delman 
Real Estate 

WARWICK - Waterfront Spacious master suite and addi
t ional 4 en suite bedrooms. Soaring ceil ings, 3 fireplaces, 
chef's kitchen with custom cabinetry. Heated pool. 100ft dock 
& 2 moorings. $2,250,000 

401-789-6666 I D ETA ILS@ LI LA DELMAN .COM 

NEWPORT - Bellevue Aveune Luxury 4 bedroom, 3 bath 
condo features private entrance, period details, first floor 
access, one level living and a spacious stone verandah . 
$889,900 

401-848·210 1 I D ETA IL @ LILADELMAN .COM 

Lila Delman 
Real Estate 

Local Legacy ... 
International ReMh'" 
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WATCH Hll.L 

BLOCK ISLAND 
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Farm 
hares · 

at HIiitop Farm in Westport 

Your 2013 farm share entitles you to a 
box of delicious, healthy, organically grown 

produce and eggs each week 
from mid-June through October! 

FARM SHARES MAKE GREAT Gl"S! 

For det11l1, visit II at www.HllltopFar111Wertpert,00111 
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A home is more appealing to a prospective buyer 
with colorful garden beds and a welcoming exterior. 

Maximize your 
selling opportunities 
in a changing marl<et 
Sellers must learn to be nimble and flexible 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

BY JUDY CROYLE 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The year 
2012 ended with a six-month 
supply of properties for sale -
the measure of a balanced mar-
ket. . 

With fewer homes available, 
many buyers are complain
ing there's nothing to see. And 
when there is, the property goes 
fast, often after multiple-offer 
situations. 

So if you've been thinking of 
selling your house, now is the 
time to list. To improve your 
chances of success, follow these 
simple suggestions. 

• Price right ; 
The price you set for your 

house initially is critical. Even 
though sellers have watched 
the real estate market tumble 
over the past few years, many 
still believe their homes have 
pre-recession values. 

Judy Croyle 

The problem? If you set your 
price high to test the waters, 
buyers won't even bother to 
view it. 

Remember, there are two 
kinds of buyers: those who plan 
to buy in the future and others 
who are ready to purchase now. 

You want to attract the latter, 
and those shoppers have been 
looking and are educated on the 
"right" prices. Be careful not to 
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The High/ands, the 
closest thing to home -
comfy, cozy and filled 
with friendly faces . 

Assisted Living - Memory Care ~HE I G H LAN D S 
High Standards. Higher Hopes. 

ON THE EAST SIDE 

101 Highland Ave (Near Miriam Hospital). Providence www.HighlandsRl.com 401-654-5259 

b.~ 

Aztec Painting 
Companv 

Your one stop 
PAINTING CONTRACTOR 

Bob Brisson, Owner 
Residential ~ Commercial 

Proud Painting Contractor for the new 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
(Come look at our work!) 

· 37 Years Experience 
· Sandblasting 
· Power washing 
· In-ground cement pool 
painting & maintenance 

Mention this ad to receive 10% off any job over $1000. 
(On one contract) 

1012 Tiogue Ave., Coventry, RI 
aztecpainting@cox.net 

401-641-1281 RI LIC 12877 
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Celebr~te the Aw~kening of Spring ... with <l visit From D<1vic\ Schw<1rl:z, o( Schw<1rl:z Tree 
& L<lnc\seqpe, to ev<1lu<1te yourtrees <1ncl shrubs. 

Natural Pruning • Insect & Disease Control 
Landscape Design & Construction 

:lln_Jies f.isf Sufer Service :llwarl · 

SCHWARTZ 
TREE CARE 
LANDSCAPING 

401-941-4440 www.ivoryhalo.com 
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KENNETH 
DULGARIAN 
PROPERTIES 

THE PREMIER 
APARTMENTS 
COMING SOON! 

125 PITMAN STREET 
ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF PROVIDENCE 
401 -421-0021 
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Not all chickens lay eggs 
Rooster runs wild on Providence's East Side 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Who knew? 
Until this month, The Voice 
& Herald didn't know that 
two rabbis from Providence 
Hebrew Day School and Mi
chael Forstadt had captured 
Forstadt's AWOL rooster a cou
ple of years ago in Rabbi Peretz 
Scheinerman's backyard. 

How it happened 

APRIL 12, 2013 

Forstadt, who keeps chick
ens in the backyard of his East 
Side of Providence home, had 
intended to purchase an egg
laying chicken, which the fam
ily had named Penny. However, 
identifying the gender of a very 
immature chicken isn't as sim
ple as one might imagine! After 
a few weeks, Forstadt said in 
a phone interview, it became 
evident that Penny should be 
named Kenny. 

PHOTOS I MICHAEL FORSTADT 

Michael Forstadt with Minnie 

Not only did Kenny bother 
several neighbors with his early 
morning crowing, he wasn't le
gally entitled to be living in any 
Providence yard! A Providence 
ordinance permits residents to 
keep hens (female chickens) but 
not roosters, said Forstadt. 

Then in Hong Kong on a 
short-term work assignment, 
Forstadt asked his brother to 

find someplace where the roost
er could crow - legally - to his 
heart's content! The Norman 
Bird Sanctuary in Middletown 
agreed to take the noisy roost
er, but when Forstadt's brother 
went to take Kenny to his new 
home, he "went on the lam" 
as soon as the crate door was 
opened. 

Rather than tell his three 
children that Kenny was roam
ing free somewhere, he said 
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Kenny, the runaway rooster 

' Mutual Engineering · 
Service Co. 

Gas Healing Specialists 
conversions From Oil to Gas 

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

• Gas Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps _• RoofTop Systems • 

wa• Comton;, The Feeling is ''Mutuall" 
Keeping vou co111onable since 19341 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, VISA 0155 .... ER INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
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The real estate phenomenon 
The market is on its way back ... don't miss it 

NORTH PROVIDENCE - We 
are in an economic recession 
with a housing market that has 
been depressed. Then ... all of a 
sudden, we start to experience 
the real estate phenomenon! In 
my 34 years in the business, I've 
seen it only twice before. 

Now, the buyers are out and 
everyone wants a piece of the 
market. But the problem is 
that the inventory is so small, 
there is nothing to choose from; 
hence, people all want the same 
house. 

Bill Friedman 

ers both, the market is on its 
way back. 

You don't want to miss it. 

BILL FRIEDMAN (BillFried
manhomes.com or 353-8500) of 
Re/ Max Preferred has been a 
Realtor in greater Providence 
since 1979. Certified as a resi-

dential spe
cialist, he 
is qualified 
as a Rhode 
Island resi
dential real 

. estate ex
pert. 

THIS IS 
ONE of an 

For buyer s, it is aggravating, 
but it shows that the market has 
bottomed out. It's the time that, 
if you don't buy now, prices are 
going to rise and you will pay 
more for the same house in the 
future. 

As sellers, you know that will 
get bites on your listing and 
be able to move sooner with a 

~_much more certain time frame 

than the previous situation: "I 
rather have no idea when it's go
ing to sell." 

occasional 
series of stories about local 
businesses, some of which ad
vertise with The Jewish Voice 
& Herald. 

It's spring; it's time to make 
your move. For buyers and sell-

RHODE ISLAND HOUSING'S 
-- - NEwesr·i ANs oFFER __ _ 

OPTIONS TO MORE I M ~-~ ·~~.tl 
RHODE ISLANDERS ~ 
Great homes come in all shapes 
and sizes. Take the next step with 
one of Rhode Island Housing's 
expanded home loan options. 

To learn more, call 401-243-0000 
or visit www.rhodeislandhousing.org. 

Go mobile with your home 
search! HomeCompare helps 
on-the-go users streamline 
the home buying process. 
Download HomeCompare 
from the App Store today! 
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RUG store has something for everyone 
From Page 22 

easy. Linda is a natural with 
people. Besides what she 
brings [extensive product 
knowledge] .. . she is genuinely 
interested in people's needs." 

For her part, Linda talked 
about the joy of working in 
an area that has been a big 
part of her life. "This is what I 
know; this is what I love." The 
biggest difference, she said, 
is that she is 
now able to 

for generations, heavy foot 
traffic, pets, insects and spills 
may necessitate repair or res
toration. This may take the 
form of reconstructing edges 
and ends, replacing fringe , 
reweaving worn · or dam
aged pile or foundation and 
enhancing the color of faded 
rugs. 

Roz is certified as an Orien
tal rug appraiser, a process 
with stringent requirements. 

Why shop 
at Rustigian 

concentrate 
on the needs 
of individual 
customers; 
in her previ
ous business, 
she was re
sponsible for 
stocking 18 
stores. Linda 
related her 

"IT WAS CHILD 
labor. I helped 
wash rugs and 
repair rugs." 

Rugs for 
your next 
area or wall
to-wall car
pet or rug? 
As its motto 
states, "Be
cause, quite 
simply, we 
know rugs." 

happiness in 
welcoming her former cus
tomers - who were bringing 
their children in to buy their 
first rug - not only as a sales
person, but almost as an ex
tended family member, too. 

More than sales 
In addition to their high

quality inventory of rugs, 
Rustigian Rugs has an exten
sive rug-cleaning and repair 
service. Fabric and fade pro
tection is recommended and 
provided, as well. Though 
well-made area rugs can last 

RUSTI
G I A N 

RUGS (rustigianrugs.com), 
751-5100, is at 1 Governor St., 
Providence 02906. 

ARTHUR C. NORMAN (abc
norman@aol.com) is a con
tributing writer to The Jew
ish Voice & Herald. 

THIS IS ONE ofa series ofoc
casional articles about local 
businesses, some of which ad
vertise with The Jewish Voice 
&Herald. · 

DIGGING in the JCDSRI garden dirt 
From Page 1 

the number 13, their gradua
tion year. 

Students worked tirelessly 
together to till, weed and pre
pare the soil for springtime 
planting. Spinach, planted 
last fall, tastes sweet, and gar
lic will be picked shortly. 

Pre-kindergarten and kin
dergarten students will plant 
sugar . snap peas and lettuce 
this week. Pre-k students 
sing and talk about taking 
care of the adamah, the earth, 
and hew the earth takes care 
of us, too. The pre-kinder
garten and fifth grade class
rooms both house high-tech 
grow labs, so students have 
been growing seedlings in
side this winter. We hope that 
many seedlings we transplant 
intoJhe raised beds will come 
from these grow labs. 

JCDSRI's garden education 
program enriches students' 
experiential learning; stu
dents learn to respect the nat
ural growing cycle and to feel 

connected to it. Before our 
students can become stew
ards of the earth, they first 
need to cultivate a love for the 
earth. The garden education 
program makes connections 
between Jewish holidays and 
the garden. Many students 
took home for their Seders the 
parsley that they planted on 
Tu Bi-Sh'uat and grew in the 
grow labs. 

Next fall , our sukkah will 
be decorated with the gourds 
we grow. In addition, the 
third graders' biblical garden 
houses plants named in the 
Torah as well as those prolific 
in Israel today. 

JAMIE FAITH WOODS (jf
woods@jcdsri.org) is the fifth 
grade general studies teacher 
and garden coordinator at 
the Jewish Community Day 
School of Rhode Island. 

JCDSRI: jcdsri.org or 751-
2470. 

to our 
ADVERTISERS! 

I 
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Warsaw design team named its unusual art installation 'I(eret House' 
Israeli writer is first artist-in-residence 

BY ABIGAIL KLEIN 
LEICHMAN 
ISRAEL21c 

Late last year, award-winning 
Israeli novelist Etgar Keret 
took up temporary residence in 
a Warsaw art installation billed 
as the world's narrowest house. 

Wedged between two 1960s
era buildings straddling Chlo
dna and Zelazna streets - the 
border between the city and 
the Jewish ghetto during World 
War II - the 40-foot-long edifice 
measures just shy of four feet 
across at its widest point and 
only 28 inches at its slimmest. 

For years, people walked by 
the slight gap without ever no-

ticing it. But to Jakub Szczesny 
of Centrala Designers Task 
Force in Warsaw, the signifi
cance of the location could not 
be ignored as he works to recre
ate a Jewish flavor in the Polish 
city where Keret's mother was 
born. 

"One of the side effects of 
communism was a uniformi
zation of society," the 39-year
old architect tells ISRAEL2lc. 
"The official policy was get
ting rid of differences among 
citizens because they were ... 
considered dangerous. The sup
pressed multiculturalism burst 
forth in 1991 but there was still 
a lack of Jewish presence. Our 

group wanted to do something 
about it." 

A freakily narrow space 
Inspiration struck Szczesny 

as he walked by the site three 
years ago. 

"At the crossing of the two 
streets is where the border of 
the ghetto was," he relates. 

"There was an SS psycho
path standing on the balcony 
there and shooting people when 
he was in the mood. The place 
is full of negative karma. So I 
thought this was the perfect 
space to show the lack of-con
nection between pre- and post
war Warsaw." 

The narrowness of the gap did 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
280 County Rd, Barrington, ill 

Bristol 
Townhouse w/4 beds and 3.5 
baths. I st floor master suite. 
I bed Guest Suite. 
2 car garage. $650,000. 
Ed lzeman 401-440-1949 

Pawtucket/Oak Hill 
Colonial w/3 beds, 1.5 baths. 
Harwood floors,fireplace, 
2 car garage. $299,999. 
Debbie Gold 401-640-0403 

East Side 
Meticulously renovated town
house with 4 beds and 4 baths. 
Period details.Working fire
places.$1,900,000 
Debbie Gold 401-640-0403 ., -r ,4' k ·',iii[ 

--
Barrington/Rumstick Point 

4 Bed Colonial with master suite. 
lnground pool. Hardwood floors 
3/4 acre lot. $820,000 
Ed lzeman 401-440-1949 

fffil 02008 Coldwell Banker Real Estale U..C. Coldwell BA11ker is a • lt:rcd !Jllde
~ 'iilis I mark licensed 10 Coldwell Bankc rReal EslateLLC. An Equal Opportunity Em

• pk,ycr Owned and opcralcd by NRT. LLC 

CENTRALA 

The house was constructed in the gap between buildings. 

not faze him. 
"I needed to design an archi

tectural structure that would 

"KERET HOUSE 
WILL be a place 
for entering into 
the real culture of 
'Warsaw." 

envelop life - a revitalization 
of an empty space, a connector. 
I also needed an Israeli freaky 
enough to stay in a very nar
row space, who would play the 
role of an external eye observ
ing and commenting on how 
Warsaw is changing drastically 
and rapidly. The idea was to say 
[to Israelis], 'Look - a guy from 
your country is not just treating 
this as a space to run from; he 
has his second residency here.' 
Straightaway I went to Etgar." 

Szczesny recalled reading 
about a visit from Keret to War
saw. At the time, the author's 
works were starting to appear 
in Polish. "He was the repre
sentation of 'new Israel' to me," 
said Szczesny. 

Coming back to Poland 
Szczesny flew to Tel Aviv to 

meet the novelist and screen
writer. Etgar, born in 1967 to 
Polish Holocaust survivors, 
enthusiastically embraced the 
idea presented to him by Szcz
esny. 

"He said it seemed like a per
fect opportunity to come back 
to Warsaw," Szczesny says. "His 
mother claims he's a Polish 
writer who writes in Hebrew," 
he added with a laugh. 

The two worked together 
for three years to make Keret 

House a reality, with 200,000 
zlotys (about $63,000) in funding 
from private and public donors. 

"A German maker of very ex
pensive [light] switches wanted 
to be involved .. . because of the 
project's uniqueness," said the 
designer. 

The real culture of Warsaw 
Too small to be a legal house, 

the steel-framed installation 
features a foldable staircase 
and water and sewage systems 
similar to those used on boats. 

In response to a query from 
ISRAEL2lc, Szczesny said he 
hadn't thought about placing a 
mezuzzah on the doorpost, but 
agreed that it "would be natu
ral." 

Keret will work with the 
European Union National In
stitutes for Culture to choose 
young artists and intellectuals 
to reside in the structure for a 
few weeks at a time. 

Centrala, which recently _won 
a design contest for its instal
lation heralding the new Mu
seum of the History of Polish 
Jews, has been deeply involved 
in shaping a new cultural iden
tity for Poland over the past 11 
years. 

"Poland is not a popular des
tination except for 'pilgrimages 
of hatred,' when 18-year-old Is
raelis come to tour the former 
death camps and have no inter
action with the real thing," says 
Szczesny, who studied architec
ture in Warsaw, Paris and Bar
celona, and since 2008 has been 
involved in cultural projects in 
Poland, Israel and the Palestin
ian Authority. 

"Keret House will be a place 
for entering into the real cul
ture of Warsaw." 
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State energy office offers tips to homeowners 

BY THE R .l. OFFICE OF 
ENERGY RESOURCES 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - After a long, 
cold winter, warm weather has 
finally returned. Now is the 
time to open our doors and win
dows and breathe in the fresh 
air. 

From an energy perspective, 
spring and fall are 
often referred to as 
"shoulder seasons," 
periods where the 
temperature is com
fortable without the 
need for either heat 
or air conditioning. 
The shoulder sea
sons, which provide 
a welcome but brief respite from 
our rising energy bills, are a 
good time to take stock of our 
energy use. 

As we jump into spring-clean
ing, and before we turn on the 
air conditioning, consider some 
simple energy-saving practices 
that help us to both protect the 
environment and save money. 
These low-cost or no-cost tips 
will help you reduce your util
ity bills. 

· Sign up for a free home or 
small business energy assess-

Saving energy, saving money is a win-win opportunity 
ment with National Grid. 

The assessments, available to 
anyone who gets an electricity 
bill from National Grid, will in
clude rebates and incentives to 
lower your bills and minimize 
your upfront costs. 

· Install and set a program
mable thermostat. 
Programmable thermostats 

(CFLs) or light emitting diodes 
(LEDs) 

CFLs and LEDs last lon
ger, use less energy 
and emit less 
heat. 

• Switch to 
Energy Star 
appliances. 

The U.S. De-

LEARN MORE AT 
en e rgysta r. g av 

allow residents to schedule 
home temperatures according 
to different factors , improving 
comfort and convenience. Pro
grammable thermostats are 
also more accurate than con
ventional ones. 

• Use sunlight to your advan
tage. 

By using window treatments 
that let in natural light, you cut 
down on your need for interior 
lighting. 

• Switch to light bulbs like 
compact fluorescent lights 

partment of 
Energy's Ener-
gy Star program 
certifies appliances 
that are designed to 
use less energy than 
conventional appli
ances and often pro
vide rebates for new 
purchases. 

• Use power strips for 
your electronics. 

Many of our electronics con
sume energy even when not 
in use - "phantom power" - so 

plugging our devices into a 
power strip allows us to turn 

them off all at once when 
they are not being used. 

Lower your water 
heater tempera

ture setting just 
a few degrees. 
Water heaters 
run 24/7 and 
are often too 
hot, so set your 

water heater 
temperature to 
around 120"F to 

provide com
fortable - and 
safe - hot water 
for most uses. 

• Have your 
heating and 
ventilation sys
tems cleaned. 

Cleaning your 
heating and cooling 
systems make your 
equipment run more 
efficiently and extends 
the life of those sys-

tems. 
Check for air leaks in 

windows or doors. 
Heated and cooled air easily 

escapes through small cracks 
around windows and doors. By 

installing weather stripping, 
we insulate our homes and cut 
down on our energy use. 

These low-cost or no-cost 
ways to save energy help save 
money, reduce pollution and 
protect our environment. 
Rhode Island is a national lead
er in energy efficiency efforts, 
ranking seventh in the nation. 

The Rhode Island Office ofEn
ergy Resources works closely 
with utility providers and vari
ous other stakeholders across 
the state to provide resources 
and assistance with energy ef
ficiency projects. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
on energy-saving tips: energy. 
ri.gov or powerofaction.com. 

Factory Carpet Outlet Co. Store Hours: 
Mon - Wed: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Thurs: 9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Fri - Sat: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sunday: Closed 25 Esten Ave - Pawtucket, RI 02860 ( 401) 723-6996 

Or SC•O ~•J- f• Or l.('00 ···-I !! Gr 1,000 ~s- ft 
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REAL advice from a real estate agent 

S'p!ttJ19 
Home& 
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From Page25 

alienate them! 
furniture rearrangement and 
boost your home's curb appeal 
with clean garden beds, col
orful plantings and a freshly 
painted front door. 

-BEE-ING busy with an avocation 
• Be prepared 
Even in real estate, a picture 

is worth 1,000 words. And in 
today's digital age, photos and 
vide·os of your home are acces
sible by buyers anywhere, any
time. 

"BOOST YOUR 
HOME'S curb 
appeal with clean 
garden beds ... 
and a freshly 
painted front 
door." 

To ensure your house "puts 
its best foot forward" on film, 
spend a little time staging your 
property. At the start of your re
lationship, your realtor should 
walk through your home and 
recommend some changes -
and they're often not as big as 
you expect. De-clutter interior 
spaces, spruce up dated areas 
with inexpensive paint and/or 

• Listen 
After your agent shows your 

property, you're likely to re
ceive feedback .. . and it won't 
all be positive! Try to hear the 
input objectively and turn it 
into action. If buyers say the 
house is small, there's not a lot 
you can do. But if multiple view
ers say they don't like the kitch
en's paint color, the wall-to-wall 
carpet or window treatments, 
consider making some small 
investments in these areas to 
prevent a simple concern from 
stopping an offer. 

By considering these easy 
tips, you and your agent can 
work collaboratively to position 
your property in the best light 
in this shifting market - and 
sell it! 

JUDY CROYLE Uudy.croyle@ 
raveis.com or 499-7541) is an 
agent with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in Provi
dence's East and West sides. 

THIS IS ONE of an occasional 
series of articles about local 
businesses, some of which ad
vertise with The Jewish Voice 
&Herald. 

From Page 23 

you're not likely to outfox the 
bee that does intend to sting 
you. Explaining that bees see 
action in slow motion, he said 
that someone trying to slap 
a bee would get stung before 
the slap could occur. Highly 
sensitive and reactive to both 
impending electrical storms 
and his hearing aids, Bieder 
avoids his hives when such 
storms are expected. As for his 
hearing aids, he removes them 
when he inspects the hives. . 

A bee sting inflicts death on 
the stinging bee and pain on 
the "stingee"; Bieder recom
mends scraping out the stinger 
with one's thumbnail, as the 
stinger will continue to pump 
more venom if it remains in its 
victim. 

Asked how often he's been 
stung, Bieder laughed before 
he answered. 

"I don't give them enough 
respect," he said. [I get stung 
about] a half-dozen times a 
season. I look on it as an occu
pational hazard ." 

But not all bee stings are 
considered a painful nuisance; 
many people - including Bie
der - have received bee ther
apy to relie~e shingles, back
aches or other pain. In Bieder's 
case, two cortisone shots did 
nothing for his case of plantar 
fasciitis, but two bee stings did 

Tun_e In. Be Inspired. Get Solutions. 

Turn obstacles into 
opportunities: 
Bring Patricia 

Raskin, the Ultimate 
Positive Speaker, te 

your group or 
business function! 

(@ 
Patricia Raskin's 

positive living 
. · "~~,1~i ~i,;,·.; · · ·.. . . · •' .. c; Ues.,,;, ........ , ....... 

"PGsitlve bU%Z• $ ' • • 

•. 

Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 
WPRO 630AM, 99.7FM & 
www.630wpro.com 
Su(ldays 12 noon to 2:00pm. 

Positive Business 
WPRV 790AM & www.790business.com 
Fridays 3:Q0pm-5:00pm 

Nationally: 
Patricia Raskin's Positive Living 

www.voiceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 
www.blogtalkradio.com on demand 

www.patriciaraskin.com 
patricia@patriciaraskin.com I] 

Honey drips down from the trays taken from Bieder's hives. 

the trick, he said. Too, after he 
began beekeeping, his arthri
tis disappeared. 

Although some people assert 
that consuming honey every 
day is a homeopathic cure for 
tree and plant allergies, Bie
der said that research has dis
counted its efficacy. 

While bee therapy may offer 
sweet relief for those in pain, 
what could be sweeter than the 
honey that the bees produce? 
Not much! 

"I can sell a lot more honey 
than I can produce," said Bie
der, who sells half-pound or 
pound jars of honey as well as 
honey sticks to customers at 
the Pawtuxet Village Farmers 
Market (at Rhodes on the Paw
tuxet in Cranston). 

He sells a half-pound jar for 
$4 and a pound jar for $7, but 
anticipates a possible price 
increase this spring. "Locally 
produced honey] is better than 
what you can buy at a store. 
Some fortunate friends receive 
his honey as gifts, as well. The 
pollen, Bieder said, is what 

makes honey opaque, as he 
displayed a jar of his prizewin
ning honey. 

With a beehive in Rhode Is
land typically producing about 
60 to 65 pounds of honey each 
year, Bieder and his fellow bee
keepers are producing plenty 
of sweetness. 

What keeps him working at 
this longtime avocation? 

'When it's cold outside with 
hard ground and leafless trees, 
but I see be.es carrying pollen 
;... little yellow dots in sacs on 
their middle set of legs - I get 
very excited. We have skunk 
cabbages and crocuses and 
they find [them]," he said. Af
ter the frustration of winter, 
"it's Mother Nature's of wak
ing up. It's a very spiritual feel
ing." 

BERNARD BIEDER (bee
man704@verizon.net or 463-
8654) to purchase honey or to 
book him to speak. 

R.I. BEEKEEPERS ASSO
CIATON: ribeekeeper.org . 

Contact me to review our 
Exceptional Properties 

Marketing Program 
Judy.Croyle@raveis.com 

401.499.7541 

WILLIAM RAVEIS 
REAL EsrATE. RENTALS • PROPER1Y MANAGEMENT 

raveis.com 

JUDY CROYLE 
Realtor RI /MA 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 
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Catherine Walters demonstrates gardening techniques to students at Temple Sinai on March 31. 

Temple Sinai's Biblical Garden 
is sprouting 

Plans for a new garden path are laid 

8Y CATHERINE WALTERS 
"J~pecial to The Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - Spring bulbs 
are showing in the Biblical Gar
den at Temple Sinai, promising 
a display of "Narcissus tazetta" 
(Rose of Sharon) in May. 

In the weeks to come, several 
new projects are planned, and 
Religious School students will 
be engaged in bringing them to · 
fruition. Among them is a wa
ter garden exhibiting waterside 
plants common in ancient Isra
el, including specimens of bul
rushes, calamus, reeds and iris. 

In the classroom, fifth and 

sixth grade students at Temple 
Sinai, a Reform synagogue in 
Cranston, are sprouting food
stuffs that were staples of the 
ancient Israelites' diet, includ
ing chickpeas, lentils and broad 
beans. In the coming weeks, 
they will sow wheat and barley, 
and plant annual herbs, tender 
vegetables and flowers. 

Over the summer, the garden 
will expand. A new garden path 
is planned to invite visitors to 
enter and observe more than 70 

· specimens of plants and trees 
that provide a living testament 
to our connection with Torah, 

and to the everyday lives of our 
ancestors in ancient Israel. 

Volunteer gardeners of all 
ages are welcome. Contact 
Catherine Walters (margalit_ 
rut@hotmail.com) if you wish 
to help. 

CATHERINE WALTERS 
(margalit_rut@hotmail.com), 
a Cranston resident, is a life
long student of the culture and 
history of ancient Israel and 
the interdependence of natural 
environment and people in the 
biblical world. 

ROOSTER on the lam 
From Page 26 

that the rooster had been taken 
to the bird sanctuary. 

But when Forstadt's three 
sons told him about a funny 
thing that had happened that 
day at Providence Hebrew Day 
School - when they saw a chick
en on the school's playground 
that looked an awful lot like 
Keriny - he knew he had to con
fess that Kenny was, in fact, on 
the lam! 

Forstadt's notice on JProv (a 
Yahoo group list-serve for Jew
ish Providence news) asking 
people to keep an eye and ear 
out for Kenny yielded plenty of 
information, but it took several 
days to finally capture him. 
Eventually, Kenny was spotted 
at PHDS - the source of a big 
commotion - and Forstadt, with 
the fishing net he'd purchased, 
and Rabbis Shmuel Taitelbaum 
and Abraham Jakubowicz cor
nered him in Rabbi Scheiner
man's backyard. He is now 
living legally and noisily at 
the Norman Bird Sanctuary, 
Forstadt said. 

Other chickens, too, have oc
casionally gotten loose, but 

Forstadt learned his lesson and 
clipped their wings. 

Although Forstadt's chickens 
have been named. they "are not 
pets," he said. The three eggs 
they· get each day from their 
four chickens are great. "Even 
my son, who is a otherwise a 
vegan, will eat baked goods 
made with our eggs," he said. 

Having chickens has "been 
a learning experience for our 
kids, too," he said, as they have 
witnessed the cycle of birth and 
death with the chickens. In the 
years that Forstadt has had 
chickens, two have died of natu
ral causes and two others were 
killed - one by a raccoon and 
another by a red-tailed hawk. 

Chickens can live 10 or more 
years, but their egg production 
varies widely, depending on 
the breed, Forstadt said. Leg
horns, for example, can lay an 
egg about every 23 hours. Other 
breeds tend to be not as produc
tive, and they slow down as they 
age; an older hen may lay an egg 
a week or so. Some hens of all 
ages may shut down egg pro
duction during the winter or 
when they are molting. While 
chicken feed isn't free , it's not 

an expensive investment, said 
Forstadt, who spends $12 on a 
50-pound bag of feed that lasts 
for about six weeks; he supple
ments that with some fresh 
leafy vegetables. And though 
they are inexpensive, chickens 
should be purchased from reli
able sources. "You have to be 
careful who you buy from and 
that they are the right gender," 
he said, noting that he gets 
them often on Craig's List. The 
Providence ordinance requires 
chicken owners to compost 
their chicken poop. 

Would he recommend this 
hobby to others? 

"I would, but I also recom
mend staying within the pa
rameters [of the regulatibns]," 
he said. 

Depending on the size of a 
Providence homeowner's lot, he 
added, the maximum number of 
chickens legally allowed is six. 

FOR MORE INFORMA
TION, visit PECK on Face
book, CLUCK on Facebook or 
Forstadt (mike@forstadt.com). 

APRIL 12, 2013 31 

Solid K9 Training 
REAL WORLD AT-HOME DOG TRAINING FOR LIFE 

with award-winning, nationally known dog trainer Jeff Gellman 

Learn how to live a 
happier, more peaceful 
life and awaken the 
true spirit'of your dog. 

Listen to Jeff's weekly radio show 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Live call in dog tr.lining radio. 
Streaming live on 700business.com 

SATURDAYS 8-1 1 am • 888-345-0790 

[!]•'ls::~ ~ 

~ Scan QR code 
~ for testimonials 

Jeff Gellman I Jeff@SolidK9Training.com 

401.527.6354 I S0LIDK9TRAINING.C0M K9TRAINING 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent in Rl 
for 2006, 2008, 2009, 
2010, 2011 and 2012 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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Garden 
Beth-El g~rdeners contribute to community 

Some of the bounty of the Beth-El garden 

BY RENEE FULLERTON 
AND HELAINE SCHUPACK 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Temple 
Beth-El joined the Fox Point 
Community Gardens on Gano 
Street in Providence five years 
ago, and we are still growing 
strong. 

Rabbi Sarah Mack, who 
started the project, said, "We 
wanted to answer the need for 
healthy local food." 

We have two plots with great 
soil, in full sun and a wa
ter connection. In addition, 
we have a fence, a tool shed 
and gardening colleagues. 

Our plots have also given us 
a way to learn about commu
nity. Several students prepar
ing for their bar or bat mitzvah 
ceremonies have volunteered 
at the garden; other volunteers 
have also joined. There is a 
constant need to watch over 
the plots and to weed, fertilize 
and provide water. 

As the season progresses 
and our crops produce yield, 
we donate our produce to 
Camp Street Ministries every 
Friday morning. Most of the 
other gardeners at Fox 'Point 
Community Gardens also 
generously donate to Camp 
Street Ministries; last year 
four Brown University medi
cal students donated all their 
produce to Camp Street's food
pantry. Volunteers there col
lect and sort vegetables from 
many places, and clients line 
up early with their shopping 
bags. Kale is always well re
ceived, evoking images oflarge 
pots of homemade kale soup. 

Our plots include the tradi
tional standbys: tomatoes, a 
tall wire fence of cucumbers, 
all kinds of squash, beans, va
rieties of onions, garlic, greens, 
parsley, chives and carrots. 
Several beekeepers are on 
hand to harvest the honey 

from our very own hives. And 
we have zinnias - so tall, color
ful and easy to grow that they 
earn their spot. 

On Temple Beth-El's Mitz
vah Day - this year, April 28 
- a group from the synagogue 
will clean up our plots. Then, 
we will mix in new soil and 
will be ready to plant shortly 
after that. Last year, about a 
dozen volunteers (including a 
few families) finished all the 
preparation. They enjoyed 
themselves that morning. 

The community garden proj
ect is great for those who want 
to learn about gardening for 
the first time or for those who 
have moved to apartments and 
no longer have yards for gar
dening. The team who runs 
the Fox Point project and the 
volunteers there are delight
ful; they are experienced and 
always willing to guide volun
teers. 

The gardeners also meet 
monthly for a potluck dinner 
where they socialize and learn 
more about gardening. Last 
year, one man's outstanding 
potluck dish was a green toma
to pie on a whole-wheat crust 
with dollops of goat cheese. 

Ask any gardener; garden
ing is a wonderful and produc
tive hobby. T.here is nothing 
more delicious or healthy than 
a juicy tomato or crisp lettuce 
fresh from the soil, or inore 
beautiful than a bouquet of vi
brant zinnias. 

TO VOLUNTEER: Call Beth
El, 331-6070. 

RENEE FULLERTON (ful
ler ton_renee@yahoo.com) 
and· HELAINE SCHUPACK 
(hms475@cox.net) coordinate 
the Beth-El garden plots at Fox 
Point Community Gardens. 

Jackson Mayer at Sessions Street Community Garden 

Beth-El teen grows at Sessions Street Community Garden ,,,,t 
BY LAYNE MAYER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Sessions 
Street Community Garden - ad
jacent to the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island's offices -
recently donated a small plot to 
a Temple Beth-El mitzvah proj
ect program. Beth-El's bar and 
bat mitzvah students will grow 
fresh vegetables and herbs at 
the plot for the Camp Street 
Ministries food bank; Rabbi 
Sarah Mack and I will manage 
the plot. 

Rabbi Mack hopes to encour
age an ongoing succession of 
students as they choose their 
community service projects. 

My_son Jackson, the first stu
dent involved in the new proj-

ect, hopes to set up the garden 
and its relationship with Camp 
Street Ministries so it will be 
easy for other kids to take over 
from year to year. 

Jackie Watson, Camp Street 
Ministries' executive direc
tor, said that about 105 families 
come to the food bank every 
Saturday. 

"That's like 400 or 500 people 
who would otherwise not have 
food," said Jackson. "I didn't re
alize that so many people who 
live within basically walking 
distance from my house would 
go hungry without the food 
bank." 

Watson helped Jackson decide 
what to grow and suggested 
that all_ the food be labeled and 

include a recipe; Camp Street 
Ministries' families don't al
ways know how to use all the 
vegetables and herbs that could 
be grown locally. 

After preparing the garden 
plot during the weekend of 
April 7-8, Jackson plans to plant 
peas and leafy greens like let
tuce and kale to start. He will 
have lots of guidance from the 
Session Street Community Gar
den members, many of whom 
have been with the garden for 
years. 
LAYNE MAYER (laynemay
er@mac.com), of Providence, is 
a member of the Sessions Street 
Community Garden. 

Home ownership at lowest level since 1966 
Is homeownership still the 

"American dream" for all U.S. 
residents? The Census Bureau, 
a source for all sorts bf data, re
veals a declining homeowner
ship rate. 

According to statistics from 
the Census Bureau's Housing 
Vacancy Survey, the home
ownership rate - 65.4 percent 
in 2012 - hasn't been this low 
since 1966. The all-time high, 
according to the survey, was 69 
percent in 2004. 

In 2012, 34 percent of those 
aged 25-29 owned their own 
homes, while 77 percent of 
those 55-64 are homeowners; 
and 81 percent of those 65 and 
older owned their homes. 

Between 2004 and 2012, the 
30-34 age group experienced 
the biggest decline in home
ownership, down a steep 9.5 
percentage points from 57.4 to 
47.9 percent (an all-time low). 

The 35-39 age group did not fare years (falling from 66.2 to 56.9 
much better, with a 9.3 percent- , percent, also an all-time low). 
age point decline during those 

:::, 
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REFORM Judaism initiatives underway in Israel 
From Page 4 

butz Lotan and Kibbutz Yahel, 
"Zion in the Desert: American 
Jews in Israel's Reform Kibbut
zim." 

At a lunch with several He
brew Union College rabbinical 
students studying in Israel, I sat 
with Max Jared Einsohn, Mere
dith Sinel's cousin from Texas., 
and met Eric Abbott, a rabbini
cal student from Rhode Island. 

Meeting Anat Hoffman 
Our most exciting experience 

was accompanying Women of 
the Wall (WOW) to the Kotel to 
pray, sing and dance on Rosh 
Hodesh. Anat Hoffman leads 
WOW and IRAC (Israel Reli
gious Action Center, which re
ceives WRJ support). Although 
WRJ does not financially sup
port WOW, it shares WOW's 
belief that ending discrimina
tion against women in Israel 
is essential. Today, women in 
Israel can't participate equally 
in praying at the Wall, sitting 
where they choose on a public 
bus or eulogizing one's father at 
a cemetery. 

WOW wishes to pray tradi
tionally at the Wall, and does 
not believe in "separate but 
equal." In 2003, the Israeli Su
preme Court ruled that suffi
cient space had to exist for wom
en to pray at Robinson's Arch 
(a section of the Kotel) within 
a year. Ten years later, women 
are still waiting; arrests or de
tentions occur regularly at the 
Kotel before or after prayers. 
Orthodox men and women have 
responded to WOW with verbal 
abuse and more. 

Warned to expect protests to 
our planned visit to the Wall, 
most of us, nonetheless, chose 
to participate. We figured out 
how to- sneak in our tallitot 
(prayer shawls) and what to do 
if we were detained. There was 
a large police presence, perhaps 
because of rumors of a larger
than-usual protest. 

After we cleared security, 
Temple Beth-El's Rabbi Sarah 
Mack, in Israel on a separate 
trip, greeted me; she was areas
suring presence. 

After we took our tallitot from 
under our clothing and put 

---------
SCHOEN ---------
BOOKS 

---------
Specializing in unusual 

out-of-print scholarly books. 

JUDAJCA in many languages, 

them on and began to pray, a 
number of haredi (ultra-Ortho
dox) women screamed at us and 
shook their hands in the air. 

Although I felt some sym
pathy for their strong beliefs, 
I - and the WRJ - believe the 
Kotel is a public holy place that 
should be open to all. 

It was exhilarating to be with. 
Hoffman, holding hands with 

"ITWAS 
EXHILARATING 
to be with [Anat] 
Hoff man, holding 
hands with her 
and dancing with 
the group." 

her and dancing with the group. 
We anxiously waited for the po
lice to move in, as we were cer
tain that some of us would be 
detained. In all, approximately 
220 women prayed at the Wall. 

We were wholly surprised 
that, for the first time in 22 
months, there were no arrests 
or detentions. Two theories 
were offered: As it was only 
a few days before President 
Obama's visit, they did not 
want. to arrest any Americans. 
Also, three female Members of 
the Knesset - Tamar Zandberg, 
Stav Shaffir and Michal Rozin 
- demonstrated with Women of 
the Wall for the first time, while 
wearing tallitot. · 

We were able to complete our 
prayers, undisturbed except by 
Orthodox women. 

On our last night together, we 
each received certificates for 
something that was significant 
about each of us. I received the 
"stayed away too long" certifi
cate; it had been almost 50 years 
since my last trip to Israel. 

Visiting Berlin 
In Berlin, we laid a wreath at 

the Rosenstrasse monument, 

. THE SHOAH, REFUGEES, ISRAEL, 
EXILE LITERATURE, ART 

Email catalog on request 

Contact before visiting! 
413-665-0066 

ken©choenhooks.com 

7 SugarloafSt. 
South Deerfield, MA 01373 

WWW.SCHOEN BOOKS.COM 

WR) leaders - Blair Marks, from left, Marla Feldman and Lynn Magid Lazar - pray in Israel. 

which commemorates the inci
dent in 1943 when Jewish men 
married to non-Jewish women 
were rounded up and impris
oned, before being shipped to 
Auschwitz. Risking their own 
safety, the women held a non
violent demonstration in front 
of the prison; they ultimately 
succeeded in getting their hus
bands released before the trans
port. Sadly, there were few oth
er successes to celebrate. 

The haunting Holocaust me
morial of nameless gravestone
like concrete blocks of various 
heights and the architectur
ally amazing Jewish Museum 
helped reveal a new attitude 
toward accepting and acknowl
edging the extraordinary 
losses of the Holocaust. Visits 
to the Wannsee House, where 

the meeting to unveil the Final 
Solution was held, or the plat
forms at Gleis 17, where trains 
stopped to send Berlin's Jews 
to concentration camps, were 
chilling. 

There is, nonetheless, a grow
ing Jewish population in Ger
many of about 11,000 members. 
We visited old and new syna
gogues (rebuilt where old ones 
had been destroyed) and cel
ebrated our second Shabbat of 
our trip, praying in Germany. 

After a 3:30 a.m. wakeup call, 
I was ready to come home. With 
challenged immune systems 
from our nonstop schedule, 
many of us came home with 
colds to begin preparing for 
Passover Seders. Many of us 
added a pomegranate to our 
Seder plates as a reminder of 

MEET THE AUTHOR 
LEE WOODRUFF 

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2013 
AT4:00PM 

Author and CBS Morning news contributor Lee Woodruff 
will discuss her debut novel, •niose We Love Mosr 

Lee wHI give a tall(, read 
from her novel, take 
questions from the 
audiencs 811d sign books. 

Book signing follows. 

TEMPLE BETH-EL· 
70 Orchard Avenue. Providence. RI 02906 
www.temp1-.org I 401 -331.ro10 

'A $10 reservation IN 18 required. A portion of It wm be donated to 
the Bob Woodruff Foundation which provldet resources and support to 
Injured aervlce membert, vetefana and their familln. 
Algiltlr"onlntorcall401-331.«l70. 

... ........ ··••·· ~·.::~•:· 
BOB WOOORLlr-F 
FOUNDATION 

Israel. 
This year, hearing the words 

"Next year in Jerusalem" was 
especially poignant. 

BARBARA HOROVITZ 
BROWN (aturtle47@hotmail. 
com), a Temple Beth-El Sister
hood board member and a WRJ 
Northeast District area direc
tor, lives in East Greenwich. 

BROWN'S TRIP will be the 
topic at a Temple Beth-El Sister
hood Rosh Hodesh event on May 
9, from 7 - 9 p.m., at the home of 
Dr. Cheryl Greenfield. For more 
info for directions/ RSVP: Call 
Rona at Beth-El, 331-6070. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at LAiw 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attorney G,mcml 1993-1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• PeJSOnal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• DivoKe/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. PtNE 

BRIAN G. GOLDSTEIN 

321 Soutl1 ~lain St.· Suiic 302 
Providence, RI • 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza· 231 Old To11·<r Rd . 
Wakefield, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

lheRI SUjltemt(ourt lkfflSe•lliW)'fflinlhegenei-illpil<tictolliw. 
lhf: «utdoesnol licMStOfffltlfyMIJl,iW)'ffliSMI~ 

or~lhlin•i!)'Mld orprl{ti<t. 
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HERALD 
Business and Professional Directory 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

CONSIGN 

OR 

ANTIQYES 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC ITEMS 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 
SELL DIRECT 

• LICENSED 

AUCTIONS ?-
• BONDED 

ATTORNEY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Office of Stephen J. Dennis 

P: (401) 453· 1355 F: (401) 453-6670 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 

R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

BabD'Ambra 
!ilnmlMII 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

GE\ERAL SER\ICES 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing in Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your hOme. 

•Property fiN!lintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•mm1mize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

Wayne Rownberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI. Reg. 1#29694 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RJ 

(401) 397•3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajclwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

CAMERA SERIVCES 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
791 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 2-REPAIR (273· 7247) 
FAX: (401) 490-8212 

Michael F. Zacks, C.P.C. 

Video and Audio Tran sfer 
Ta pes · LP's 

Digital & Fi lm Camera Repairs 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWElRY 
•GOLDCOINS WEBIIY&SELLRARECOINS, ~--~, :~::~~~s GOLDJEWElRY &BULLION 
·STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER 

NOWAVAllABlf 
fagleSilverDollars, 
Gold Coin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof Sets, Coil & 
Stamp Albums 

·COINS&BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODDn COIN nnHANGE INn Ser~ng banks,anorneys,estates 11111 UU, I, II, and the pubhcfo1 over 40 l'•~-

769 Hope St., Providence 401 8611640 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 " " 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

-

~~:o~?.~~t~1:i:~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

~ SONICWAL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Su/to C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

,ll\ 
:LI: 

Larry B. Parness 
Nikki M. Parness. CFP® 

M8A 

Thinking outside the box 
Full service financial firm providing 

Business/Individual Consulting 
Tax Preparation 

Financial Planning 

40 t -454-0900, parnessl n' ,x netcom com 
l 28 Dorrance St • Suite 520, Providence, RI 02903 

You ve known me for your taxes 
Now see us for the rest of you r financial story 

P.\\ I\G 

Bob Knych 

\, 

Bus. (401 ) 725·6705 
(401) 475·1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

I\Sl'R..\\CE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal SeIVice ... Insurance Professionals · 

245 Watennan Street, #505 I Providence, RJ 02906 
40 j . 75 I •2990 I jbricr@brier-bricr.com 

■ 
www.brier-brier.com 

Serving RI and 
Southeastern MA 

Retirement Funding 
Long Term Care Insurance 
Family Financial Security 

Life Insurance 
College Planning 
Estate Planning 

Jane E. Sharfstein, Agent 
NcwYork Life Insurance Co. 

IO Orms Sh-eet, Suite 410 
Providence, RI 02904 

401-481-1267 
jsharfstein@ft.newyorklife.com 
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Classifieds= 
CAREGIVERS 
AVAILABLE 

··················~················· • 
Caregivers: 24n - in-house service, 

meals, shopping, personal care, light 
housekeeping, cooking and doctor visits. 
Excellent References: Darlene - 7 4 9-
2556. 

HOUSE CLEANER 
AVAILABLE 

East Side housecleaning, residential & 
commercial cleaning, great rates, 10 
years experience, call to schedule a 
clean. 508-493-7901. 

To place 
a classified ad 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@shalomri.org 
or call 421-4111, 

ext. 160 

·• • • 

Factory Carpet Outlet 
Hilltop Farms 

Mt Pleasant Alarms 

Saltzman Watches & More 

Readers: Please support all our advertisers. 
They depend on you and we depend on them . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Aren't love and romance worth a little chai? 

tional $18. 

INGLE WHITE FEMALE SEEKS ... 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Voice & Herald will accept 
classified ads from individuals 
who seek companions for 
friendship, romance or 
marriage. After hearing from 
many readers that meeting 
a mate - or even a date - is 

sometimes difficult, we want to 
make that process a little less 
painful, 

Our special price for singles' 
classifieds will be chai, $18 for 
18 words or $36 for a classified 
between 19 and 36 words. A 
head shot picture is an addi-

Tasteful classified ads may 
be accepted only from those 18 
and older. 

SWF 50's, brunette, hazel eyes. Welcomes prosperous, 
mature gentleman for serious, loving relationship. Email: 
funflows@outlook.com. 

The J~)£I§ttYQ~ 

CONTACT KAREN BORG
ER, our "matchmaking ma
ven," at 529-2538 or ksborger@ 
gmail.com. 

Business and Professional Directory 
WATCH REPAIR & SALES 

'W'E .Jl'R'E TJf'E 'BI(j(j'EST I:N'RI 
'B'EC.Jl 115'E 'W'E .Jl'R'E TJf'E 'B'EST 

LTZMAN'S t f\TOHES 

3 GENERATIONS SERVICING THE USA SINCE 1940 

Factory Authorized Service Center for: Luminox, 
Victorinox Swiss Army, Mondaine, Torgeon, 

Ernest Borel, Swarovski and more ... 

OVER 1 MILLION WATCHES REPAIRED 
FREE ESTIMATES WHILE YOU WAIT 

1024 Reservoir Ave 
Cranston, RI, 02910 

401-946-0930 

53 Old Tower Hill Rd 
Wakefield , RI 02879 _ 

401-789-0065 .. 
y 

MONDAINE" VICTORINOX --o-- SWISS A~MY 

www.saltzmans-watches.com 

:E)~~~~~,U~1J.~r0292" co. 
; Certified watch service center in 

business for 34 years 

• Specializes In restoration and repair of 
modern and antique timepieces 

• Services high-end brands Including: 
Tag Heuer, Cartier, Rolex, Brietllng, 
Movado, Ebel, and Raymond Well 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Tired of pa9mg 
too much for fresh 

vegetables? 

Let us de, ign 9our 

organic garden! 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 
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The chilling travails of l(ing David 
A clinician's explanation of the risks of hypothermia 

The Bible was never in
tended to be a source of 
authentic clinical infor

mation. Nonetheless, there are 
scriptural passages that offer, 
in a few terse words, an accu
rate medical 
portrayal. 

country skiers lost for days in 
snow-covered terrain. In actual 
fact, hypothermia is substan
tially more common among the 
very elderly. 

Control of in-
ternal body tem

swelling of the peripheral tis
sues (edema). Terminally, the 
voluntary muscles become 
more rigid, the pupils of the 
eyes dilate, reflexes are dimin
ished and coma supervenes. 

Consider, for 
instance, the 
opening words 
of I Kings: 

SCIENCE& 
SOCIETY 

perature (ther
mo-regulation) is 
achieved mainly 
through invol
untary systemic 
measures such as 
shivering, which 

Who is most vulnerable to 
hypothermia? Predisposed 
persons include those who are 
elderly, substantially under
weight, chronically anorexic 
or partially immobilized due "King David 

was now old, 
advanced in 
years; and 

STANLEY 
ARONSON, M.D. 

though they covered him with 
bedclothes, he never felt warm." 
David, then 70-years-old, an 
advanced age, had lived a con
tentious life of victories and de
feats, glory and ignominy and 
had suffered grievous losses 
- including the death of his be
loved son Absalom. 

In very few words, this scrip
tural passage portrays a dis
order little discussed yet com
monly found among the elderly: 
a diminished capacity to main
tain body heat along with an 
enhanced vulnerability to heat 
loss when one is exposed to the 
cold. This phenomenon, some
times called hypothermia, can 
at times amount to more· than a 
personal discomfort; in the el
derly, it can be life threatening. 

We commonly think of hypo
thermia as a condition suffered 
by sailors who have survived 
ocean water immersion for 
extended periods or by cross-

generates heat; 
through diversion of blood flow 
toward the body's periphery, 
which generates a minimal 
amount of heat through vaso
dilation or - more commonly 
- through diversion away from 
the body's periphery, which 
conserves heat through ya
so-constriction. These body
warming mechanisms, which 
are involuntarily controlled 
by the central nervous system, 
tend to function less perfectly 
and less promptly in the elderly. 

Hypothermia is medically de
fined as a sustained core body 
temperature lower than 95 de
grees F. Its earliest symptoms 
include weakness, excessive 
fatigue, confusion and slurred 
speech. The pulse is unduly 
slowed and irregular and cardi
ac output is reduced. Shivering 
is inappropriately diminished. 
Breathing slows down and the 
victim's skin turns bluish (cya
nosis.) Fluid leakage causes 

"I NEVER FEEL 
warm enough even 
when I wear two 
sweaters." 

to incapacitating arthritis, a 
stroke or sedatives, as well as 
those with low blood sugar or 
low thyroid function. Alcohol 
consumption - including sac
ramental wines - exacerbates 
heat loss by dilating peripheral 
blood vessels; such consump
tion is· a leading cause of seri
ous hypothermia. 

Increasingly, individuals who 
are confused or demented be
come vulnerable to prolonged 
exposure to the cold. And if, in 
addition, tl\ey suffer from de
pression, intentional exposure 
to cold is (sadly) a known meth-

Trusted Memory Care 

~ 
JEJP>O CJHI® 

ASSISTED LIVING 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

12-Year Reputation for Care You Can Count On. 

No matter how much care and support your loved one may need, our comprehensive 
programming helps your loved one maintain connections to the things most 
meaningful to them and provides you \vith peace of mind. Our difference: 

• Experienced, specially educated staff 

• Partnership with Joyce Simard, a nationally 
known expert in Alzheimer's disease 

• Life skills stations 

• Personalized programs for early, 
mid- and late-stage disease 

• Neighborhood design encourages 
independence and choice 

401-2 73-6565 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

www.EPOCHBlackstoneAL.com 

Assisted Living . Memory Care . Respite Mass Relay - 711 

od of suicide. 
How serious is the problem 

of hypothermia? Over a 20-
year period, the United States 
Public Health Service record-

ed 13,970 deaths, mostly in 
Northern states. This is clearly 
an underestimate, since hy
pothermia rarely- leaves vis
ible stigmata for the police or 
coroner's office to identify and 
most clinical thermometers do 
not provide readings below 96 
degrees F. About half of these 
hypothermic deaths (6,857) oc
curred among the elderly; el
derly males were about three 
times more likely to succumb 
to hypothermia than females of 
similar age. 

Families should be aware 
that an underweight, emotion
ally depressed senior citi'len -
who may also be confused due 
to an organic dementia such 
as Alzheimer's disease or due 
to excessive alcohol consump-

tion - faces a serious risk of ir
reversible hypothermia if he or 
she is exposed to a frigid envi
ronment. 

Elderly individuals, particu-

larly those with one or more 
of the risk factors mentioned 
above, may often declare, para
phrasing King David: "I never 
feel warm enough even when I 
wear two sweaters and am sit
ting in a warm room. Maybe a 
winter in Florida would warm 
meup." 

This is certainly a hint for 
the family to consider sending 
Bubbe or Zayde to Boca Raton, 
Fla., next winter; the State re
corded no cases of hypothermia 
last year. 

STANLEY M. ARONSON, 
M-.D. (smamd@cox.net), a re
tired dean of Brown Univer
sity's medical school, lives in 
Providence. 

NEW BEDFORD 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Terna 
Gouse is still ill, and we are 
reissuing her Jan. 5, 2007 col
umn on a topic that remains 
timely today. · 

In recent months, the topic 
of immigration comes up 
frequently in the media and 

from the mouths of our elected 
officials. More accurately, what 
they are discussing is illegal 
immigration. The population 
has diverse and uneducated 
opinions on this matter, but 
they are aware that it must be 
resolved. · 
I -

I AS WE GROW 
OLDER 

TEMA 
GOUSE 

I recall learning in high 
school that, for about two cen
turies of our statehood, anyone 
who wished to enter the United 
States could do so without rea
son, clearance, documentation 
or money. Remember: "Send me 
your poor and homeless yearn
ing to be free"? · 

And then, in the first quarter 
of the 20th century, some Wash
ington politicos did not like 

SENIORS 
www.jvhrforg 

Immigration - then and now 
Political compassion and wisdom required to resolve this challenging issue 
the "flavor" of the diverse im
migrants and decided to enact 
legislation that set quotas for 
future immigration. The quo
tas limited the number of indi
viduals from each country who 
could migrate to our shores, per 
year. The quotas were estab
lished according to the biases of 
the elected officials. It was often 
unfair, but became law. An im
migration process was estab
lished and for many years there 
were few violations. 

In the past· two decades, il
legal immigration has become 
rampant, and the nation is di
vided about how to correct the 
influx and what to do with those 
illegal residents who are here 
now. 

All of this leads up to a period 
when revision of immigration 
laws seemed highly .justified. 
When World War II ended and 
the concentration camps were 
liberated, there were no homes 
(or welcoming nations) to ab
sorb the survivors. The law 
required that each immigrant 
must have an affiant, an Ameri
can citizen who would sign an 
affidavit assuming responsibil
ity that the non-citizen would 
not become a public charge. 

My knowledge of this comes 
from my employment at the 
Jewish Family Services of Chi-

cago, from 1945 to 1947. I was 
the youngest social worker in 
my branch office but I was the 
only one who could speak both 
Yiddish and German. 

"SEND ME 
YOUR poor 
and homeless 
yearning to be 
free." 

Because of that, most of the 
survivors who came to Chi
cago were part of my caseload. 
Those who came to each large 
city had, with a few exceptions, 
no one to serve as their affiants. 

And here Jewish pride takes 
over. As soon as the war ended 
and the horror of the camp ex
perience was obvious, every 
Jewish philanthropic organiza
tion assumed some responsibil
ity for assisting the survivors in 
any way possible. 

The federal government, how
ever, was unwilling to modify 

the usual procedures and re
quirements for immigration, 
despite the fact that thousands 
of Jews were sitting stateless 
and impoverished and in poor 
health in reformulated camps, 
with no options. 

So, the nation's Jewish lead
ers, in collaboration with the 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
(HIAS), the Joint Distribution 
Committee (JDC) and the Jew
ish family service· agencies in 
the major cities prevailed on 
the federal government to allow 
them to become corporate affi
ants (instead of individual afli
ants) promising to feed, house, 
educate, heal and care for those 
victims until they could become 
self-sufficient. 

And it worked - without pub
lic funds of any kind. The im
migrants arrived in New York 
and were dispersed to the vari
ous communities, where most 
became healthier and self-suf
ficient at amazing rates. They 
were eager to learn English 
and become American citizens. 
They welcomed the opportunity 
to regain their Jewish identities 
with pride, rather than fear. 
And I was proud to be in on the 
beginning of that process. 

That was immigration then. 
But there are still many people 
in all parts of the world who 
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would like to immigrate. They 
have prepared the necessary 
documentation and await their 
turn in the quota listings. But 
few are called, because 12 mil
lion illegal (people] hav.e stolen 
into the country in the past two 
decades, and there are limits to 
how many thousands can be ab
sorbed. 

Many greedy entrepreneurs 
hire the desperate illegal resi
dents at substandard wages and 
prevail on politicians to allow 
them to remain in this country. 
Because they are illegal and 
have no documents, they pay no 
income taxes, but boost the cost 
of education and medical care 
for taxpayers. 

And the Congress and the 
White House seem impotent 
to compromise or resolve this 
enigma with some balance of 
humanity and reality. Today's 
immigrants do not have HIAS, 
the JDC and communities of 
compassionate compatriots to 
take on their problems. This is 
immigration now. 

TEMA GOUSE (nbgtpg@cox. 
net), a retired social worker, 
lives in Cranston. 
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Remembering Jackie Robinson's fight 
with black nationalists over anti-Semitism 

BY AMI EDEN 

NEW YORK (JTA)- Moviego
ers who head out this weekend 
to the opening of "42" will ' see 
the story of how Jackie Robin
son ·displayed legendary cour
age, class and talent in the face 
of immense pressure and racial 
hatred as he broke down base
ball's color barrier. 

Less well known is Robinson's 
role in a controversy that erupt
ed at Harlem's most famous the
ater, and underscored his com
mitment to fighting all bigotry, 
including prejudice emanating 
from his own community. 

It was 1962, a decade-and-a
half after Robinson first took 
the field for the Brooklyn Dodg
ers and just a few years after 
he retired. Day after day, an 
angry crowd marched outside 
Harlem's legendary Apollo The
ater protesting against its Jew
ish owner, Frank Schiffman, 
and his plan to open a low-cost 
restaurant with prices that po
tentially would threaten the 
business of a more expensive 
black-owned eatery. 

The demonstrators carried 
anti-Semitic posters and hurled 
racial epithets, reportedly de
nouncing Schiffman as a Shy
lock who wanted to extract a 
pound of flesh from the black 
community. 

Schiffman turned to several 
black leaders for help, but de
spite the increasingly hostile 
acts of anti-Semitism that were 
taking place, they all remained 
silent - except for Robinson. 

"I was ashamed to see com
munity leaders who were afraid 

Legendary baseball player stood up for causes 

to speak out when blacks were 
guilty of anti-Semitism," Rob
inson wrote in "I Never Had It 
Made," his 1972 autobiography. 
"How could we stand against 
anti-black prejudice if we were 
willing to practice or condone a 
similar intolerance?" 

Never one to back down from 
a cause he believed in, Robin
son used his syndicated news
paper column to condemn the 
pr-0testers' blatant use of anti
Semitism and compared their 
actions to events that had oc
curred in Nazi Germany, draw
ing the ire of many black na
tionalists in the process. 

The nationalists, who had ad
opted a separatist agenda, re
taliated by protesting in front 
of a nearby Chock Full O' Nuts 
coffee shop - Robinson had 
worked for the chain after his 
1957 retirement from baseball 
- and outside a dinner honoring 
Robinson's induction into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

In turn, several mainstream 
black leaders - including Roy 
Wilkins, the longtime leader 
of the NAACP - quickly came 
to the defense of Robinson ~nd 
Schiffman. 

"In thefr fight for equal oppor
tunity, Negroes cannot use the 
slimy tools of anti-Semitism or 
indulge in racism, the very tac
tics against which we cry out," 
Wilkins wrote in a telegram to 
Robinson. "We join you in your 
straight statement that this is a 
matter of prin,ciple from which 
there can be no retreat." 

Other leaders, including the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Philadelphia Tribune publisher 

"A LIFE IS NOT 
IMPORTANT 
EXCEPTIN 

THE IMPACT 
IT HAS ON 

OTHER LIVES." 
• lACKIE ROBINSON 

Dr. E. Washington Rhodes, also 
offered their support, accord
ing to Robinson. Major League 
Baseball's first black player 
also managed to pry a condem
nation of anti-Semitism from 
Lewis Micheaux, the owner of 
Harlem's National Memorial 
African Book Store, though Mi
cheaux had sympathized with 
the marchers and denounced 
Robinson's initial criticisms. 

Soon after, the protests 
ceased. 

Some Jewish communal of
ficials have noted that Robin
son's strong stance during the 
1962 Apollo incident stood in 
stark contrast to the silence 
from black leaders during the 
1995 protests outside Freddy's 
clothing store on 125th Street. 

For months, large crowds 
gathered in front of the Harlem 
'store to protest the efforts of its 

Jewish owner, Fred Harari, to 
expand into an adjacent store
front that was occupied by a 
black-owned business. 

The condemnations came 
only after one protester, Roland 
Smith Jr., shot and killed seven 
store employees before burning 
down the building and taking 
his own life. 

Robinson was always quick to 
criticize anti-Semitism in the 
black community, according to 
Stephen Norwood, a professor 
at the University of Oklahoma 
who co-wrote a scholarly article 
on Robinson's relationship with 
Jews. 

In a 1997 interview timed to 
the 50th anniversary of Robin
son's integration of baseball, 
Norwood pointed out that Rob
inson was the first to condemn 
and call for the removal of a 
Congress of Racial Equality of-

ficial in 1966 after he shouted at 
a group of Jews, "Hitler made 
a mistake when he didn't kill 
enough of you." 

While raising funds for the 
NAACP and bail money for 
imprisoned civil rights march
ers, Norwood said, Robinson 
witnessed the valuable contri
butions that Jews were mak
ing to the black community's 
struggle. When Robinson took 
part in the legendary march on 
Washington and stood by King 
in Birmingham, Ala., he saw 
that some Jews also were plac
ing their bodies on the line for 
civil-rights causes. 

According to Norwood, when 
black nationalism emerged as 
a powerful force during the 
1960s, Robinson rejected its sep
aratist agenda and continued 
to include Jews in his major ef
forts to economically empower 
the black community with the 
Freedom National Bank and 
the Jackie Robinson Construc
tion Company. 

Roger Kahn, whose "Boys of 
Summer" chronicled Robinson 
and his teammates' multi-year 
road to winning the World Se
ries in 1955, would write later 
t];lat Robinson's actions during 
the Apollo protests should not 
have come as a surprise. 

"He hated anti-Semitism just 
as he hated prejudice against 
blacks " Kahn wrote. "Without 
qualification and from the gut." 

THIS PIECE WAS adapted 
from an article that first ap
peared in The Jewish Expo
nent. 

Holocaust Remembrance Weel< at URI 
KINGSTON - The students 

pictured at right are among 
the more than 35 student-vol
unteers who planted the Field 
of Flags: Many of them were 
from the Zeta Beta Tau (ZBT) 
fraternity and Zeta Tau Al
pha (ZTA) sorority, including 
Daniel Kessler and Sabrina 
Brotons, respectively, both of 
whom are active in URI's Hil
lel according to information 
fr~m URI Hillel Executive Di
rector Amy Olson. 
· This year, the flags were 

planted on Yam Ha-Shoah, 
Sunday, April 7 and will re
main through Sunday, April · 
14. Each flag represents 5,000 
of the 11 million victims of 
the Nazi Holocaust. A total of 
2,400 flags are placed _in the 
ground, visually capturing the 
enormity of the devastation. 

URI Hillel, With assistance 
from the Holocaust Education 

and Resource Center of RI and 
support from other entities, 
sponsors the university's Ho
locaust Remembrance Week 
programs. 

URI HILLEL: 874-2740 or 
urihillel.org. 

Catherine Collard, back row, 
from left, Michelle Noonan, Kai

tlyn Sharkey, Alyssa Teekema, 
Kathy Sussman and Sabrina 

Brotons; front row, Skylar Plante 
and Daniel Kessler stand in front 

of the "Field of Flags" at URI in 
memory of the victims of the 

Nazi Holocaust. 



THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD D' TY • APRIL 12, 2013 

D'VARTORAH 

George Washington's message 
to Colonial-era Jews resonates today 

Touro Synagogue invites collaboration in working/or religious tolerance 

BY RABBI DR. MARC 
MANDEL 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

NEWPORT - In 1790, George 
Washington, the first' presi
dent of the United States, sent 
a message to the Jewish com
munity of Newport, Rhode 
Island, at Touro Synagogue, 
promising that the United 
States would never support re
ligious bigotry or persecution. 

In this famous letter, Wash
ington wrote, "May the chil
dren of the stock of Abraham 
who dwell in this land contin
ue to merit and enjoy the good 
will of the other inhabitants 
- while every one shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and 
fig tree and there shall be none 
to make him afraid." 

Fast forward 223 years, and 
once again, another United 
States president sends a mes-

sage to the Jewish people, 
quoting the very same biblical 
passage (Micah 4:4). 

President Barack Obama, 
our 44th president, gave Is
rael's Prime Minister, Benja
min Netanyahu, a piece of the 
Touro Synagogue engraved 
with the same passage as was 
used by President Washing
ton. President Obama's mes
sage was meant to convey to 
the people of Israel the same 
encouragement as President 
Washington gave to the Jews 
at Touro Synagogue. Security 
and safety were very much on 
the minds of Newport's early 
Jewish settlers. 

The recent Passover holiday 
serves as a reminder that Jews 
have not always been blessed 
with security and safety. Yorn 
Ha-Shoah, (Holocaust Remem
brance Day) reminds us that 

only a few decades ago, dur
ing the horrific years of the 
Holocaust, security and safety 
were nowhere to be found for 
millions of Jews. Yom Ha-Zi
karon (Israel's Memorial Day) 
and Yom Ha-Atzma'ut (Israel's 
Independence Day) remind us 
that many brave soldiers lost 
their lives to gain security for 
Israel; today, the miracle ofls
rael is a reminder of how far 
the Jewish people have come. 

We at Touro Synagogue are 
proud of our role in history; 
and we continue to pray that 
all people of good will shall in
deed sit in safety under their 
own vine and fig tree and may 
there be none to make them 
afraid. At Touro Synagogue, 
we continue to teach the val
ues of tolerance and religious 
freedom for all. 

Please join us in our quest 

Rabbi Dr. Marc Mandel 

to teach the importance of 
these ideals that are so pow
erfully articulated in our To
rah, which was meant to be a 
light unto all nations. I person-

ally look forward to greeting 
readers of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald at Touro Synagogue, 
and hope that, together, we 
may work towards fulfilling 
the goals of religious .tolerance 
and freedom for all. 

RABBI DR. MARC MAN
DEL (rabbimandel@touro
synagogue.org), a member of 
the Board of Rabbis of Greater 
Rhode Island, is rabbi at Touro 
Synagogue, which celebrates 
its 250th anniversary this 
year. 

Beth-El 
presents 

_programs 

Social Action Shabbat at Temple Beth-El 

PROVIDENCE Guest 
speaker Harris · "Hershey" 
Rosen will discuss his book, 
"Creating A Guide So Your 
Partner Can Go On Living!" 
at a Temple Beth-El "Lunch & 
Learn" program on April 16 
at noon. 

PROVIDENCE - Each spring, 
the Social Action Committee of 
Temple Beth-El sponsors an an
nual Social Action Shabbat ser
vice and a guest speaker at the 
post-service oneg. This year's 
Social Action Shabbat service 
will be held Friday, April 26; the 
oneg and Simon Moore's presen
tation begin around 7:45 p.m. 

Moore is founding director of 
College Visions, an organization 
founded in 2004 that aims to em
power low-income and first-gen-

eration college-bound students 
to pursue college. 

Moore, a Providence na
tive, · attended Providence pub
lic schools before enrolling at 
Brown University, where he 
co-coordinated the Pre-College 
Enrichment Program through 
the Swearer Center for Public 
Service. 

After college, Moore was a 
classroom teacher in New York. 
During his tenure in New York, 
he returned during the sum-The lunch program, open to 

the entire community, is $10 
per person. 

Dr. Marc Weinberg is the 
guest speaker at the Herbert 
Wagner Brotherhood Break
fast on Sunday, April 21, at 9 
a.m. Weinberg will speak on 
"A Clinical ·Method of Heart 
Attack, Stroke and Diabetes 
Prevention"; the event is free 
and open to members of the 
community. 

Reporter Susan Hogan to 
speak at Senior Guild 

FOR MORE INFORMA
TION: Rob Massi, rmassi@ 
temple-beth-el.org or 331-
6070. 

· WARWICK - The Cranston 
Senior Guild will meet Wednes
day, May 1, at 1 p.m. at Tama
risk, 3 Shalom Drive, in War
wick. 

The speaker; will be Susan 
Hogan, an Emmy Award-win
ning "Call 12 for Action Prob
lem Solver" on WPRI Channel 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 
and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-247-2948 

12's 5:30 p.m. news. 
A raffle and refreshments will 

follow the meeting. 
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mertime to Providence to serve 
Providence Summerbridge as 
its dean of students. 

He is a 2013 Rhode Island 
Foundation Fellow. 

The service and the oneg are 
open to the community. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Temple Beth-El, 331-6070 

GUY MENDILOW ENSEMBLE 
GET READY FOR AN EMOTIONALLY POWERFUL, 

ARTISTIC VOYAGE 

AWASH WITH WARM HARMONIES, 
INTRICATE .TEXTURES 

AND 

SPELLBINDING RHYTHMS 
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Tillie (Good11a■) Alt1111, 99 
PROVIDENCE - Tillie Alt-

man died 
March 27. 
She was the 
wife of the 
late Isadore 
Altman, 
M.D. 

Born in 
Boston , 
Mass., she 
was a daugh

ter of the late Max and Sara 
(Green) Goodman. . 

She volunteered as a Brownie 
and Girl Scouts leader, and at 
Sturdy Memorial Hospital and 
The Miriam Hospital. 

She is survived by her son Joel 
D. Altman, O.D., and his wife 
Charlotte and her daughter Di
ane Altman Berube; grandchil
dren, Marc and his wife Robyn 
Holdsworth Altman, Miriam 
Altman and her husband Da
vid Moburg, Ilana and her hus
band Keith Sheldon, Rachael S. 
Berube and Ilan A. Berube; and 
five great-grandchildren. She 
was the sister of the late Belle 
Herman and Isadore "Irving," 
Meyer, Theodore and Isaac 
"Jack" Goodman. Her family 
thanks hei: caregivers, Carol 
Renzi, Cathy Barbato, Suelen 
Scarabelot and Home & Hospice 
Care of RI. 

Contribution~ may be made 
to Big Brothers Foundation 
or United Way of Greater New 
Bedford. 

Roberta Davis, 75 
PROVIDENCE -_Roberta Da

vis died March 27. She was mar
ried to Joslin Davis for 52 years. 

Born in Brookline, Mass., 
she was the daughter of the 
late Myer and Frances (Waters) 
Leshner. She was a graduate of 
Lesley College. 

She is survived by her chil
dren, Donna and Steven 
Goliger, Marjorie Davis, LQri 

and Mark Glazer; her grand
children Sarah and Michelle 
Go!iger and Jennifer and Mat
thew Glazer. She was the sister 
of Sandra Isaacson of Florida, 
Edythe Smith of California and 
the late Martin Leshner. She 
leaves several nieces and neph
ews. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of one's choice. 

Thyrza Toby Geringer, 79 
· NORTH SMITHFIELD 
Thyrza Geringer died March 
30. Born in Bronx, N.Y., a 
daughter of the late Harry and 
Jene (Weisman) Horowitz, she 
had Jived in North Smithfield 
since 2010. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El. 

She was the mother of Daniel 
Geringer and his wife Leslie 
of Germantown, Md., Sheldon 
Geringer and his wife Elizabeth 
of Honolulu, Hawaii, Adele Ger
inger and her husband Roy Col
lins of Chepachet and Barbara 
Daddario of Mamaroneck, N.Y. 
The grandmother of Jacque
line, Aja, Shane, Eric, Allison 
and Jamie, she was the great
grandmother of Nathynn, Ami
ah, Giovanni and Zofia. 

Contributions may be made to 
one's favorite charity. 

Charles Goldberg, 94 
SMITHFIELD - Charles Gold

berg died April 7. He was the 
husband of the late Hazel (Rus
sian) Goldberg. 

Born in Poland, a son of 
the late David and Sara (Sny
der) Goldberg, he had Jived in 
Smithfield for 13 years, previ- · 
ously residing in Johnston. 

He was the owner of Charles 
Scrap Metal in Providence for 
50 years and CHA Holding for 
20 years, retiring 14 years ago. 
A Holocaust survivor, he had 
Jost most of his family in the 
Holocaust and had fought in 
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the Russian army. A member of 
Temple Sinai, he was a former 
member of Temple Am David. 

He was the father of Allan 
Goldberg and his wife Gabri
ela of Cranston; grandfather 
of Martin, Harrison and Avery 
and brother of the late Martin, 
Avraham, Nathan, Miriam, 
Haia and Faiga Goldberg. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston, RI 02920. 

Selwyn R. Holland, 71 
MATTAPOISETT, Mass. -

Selwyn Holland died March 27. 
He was the husband of Carol 
(Mello) Holland. 

Born in New Bedford, Mass., 
he was a son of the late Abram 

and Betty 
(Musican
sky) Hol
land. 

A f t e r 
graduating 
S y racuse 
University, 
he worked at 
his family's 
busin ess, 
People's Su

permarkets, and then owned 
his own business for many 
years, People's Package Store, 
until retiring in 1992. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his children Amy 
Rein and her husband Mitchel , 
D9uglas Holland and his wife 
Dang, and Alicia Holland; his 
sister Sandra Siegel and grand
children, Katy, Jenn and Diego. 
He was the brother of the late 
Bernice Gadon. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Dana Farber Cancer In
stitute, PO Box 849168, Boston, 
MA 02284-9168. 

Charlotte Sybil 
(Bander)Jacobs,83 

CRANSTON - Charlotte Ja
cobs, of Boca Raton, Fla., died 
April 2. She was the wife of Al
bert Jordan Jacobs for 60 years. 
Born May 25, 1929 in Provi
dence, to the late Cyrus and 
Sadie (Berkowitz) Bander, she 

Jived with her husband in Boca 
Raton for the past 14 years. 

A 1946 Hope High School 
graduate, she attended the 
University of Rhode Island. 
She chauffeured her children 
to myriad lessons, sports and 
activities. A Cub Scout den 
mother for many years, she was 
active at her children's schools. 

After her children left for col
lege, she became a licensed real 
estate agent and an entrepre
neur. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by her children, Sha
ron Jacobs Brown, Esq. and 
her husband Ronald B. Brown, 
Esq.; Bradley S. Jacobs and 
his wife Lamia and Theodore 
R. Jacobs, M.D. and his wife, 
Esther Chaffee. She leaves her 
grandchildren Pamela and 
Zachary Brown, Yasmina, Ju
liana, Emily Rose and Melissa 
Jacobs and Heather Chaffee 
and her husband -Chris Karp; 
her great-grandchild Oliver 
Chaffee, a niece, two nephews 
and cousins. She was prede
ceased by her brothers Howard 
M. Bander and Sheldon Bander 
and her sister Doris (Bander) 
Symanski, her husband Walter 
and their son Joseph. 

Contributions may be made to 
The Arthritis Foundation. 

Beverly (Meister) Kupchan, 88 
YONKERS, N.Y. - Beverly 

Kupchan died March 26. She 
was the wife of the late Dr. Je
rome Kupchan. Born in Brook
lyn, N.Y., she was a daughter of 
the late Mischa and Maryasa 
Meister. 

She is survived by her chil
dren Marshall Kupchan and his 
wife Judy of Skokie, Ill., Eileen 
Kupchan Benes of Forest Hills, 
N.Y. and Dr. Audrey Kupchan 
and her husband Sam Havens 
of Barrington; her sister Sonnie 
Greenberg and her grandchil
dren Noam Kupchan and his 
wife Shuli, Rebecca Kupchan, 
Jeremy Benes, Dan DeLuca a nd 
David DeLuca. 

Contributions may be made 
to Lincoln Park Jewish Center, 
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311 Central Park Ave., Yonkers, 
NY 10704. 

Robert E. Reuter, 72 
EAST GREENWICH - Robert 

Reuter died March 29. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late 
Theodore and Dena (Gorden) 
Reuter, he had lived in Warwick 
for 27 years. 

He was an accountant with 
Sine! Wilfand & Vinci CPAs, 

Inc., for 27 years. 
He served in the 
R.I. Army National 
Guard. 

He was the brother of Stanley 
R. Reuter and his wife Joan of 
East Greenwich and Anna Re
uter of Palo Alto, Calif.; uncle 
of David, Melissa and Molly and 
great-uncle of Jonathan and 
Orson. He was the companion 
of the late Agnes Tatro. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Seasons, 5 St. Elizabeth 
Way, East Greenwich, RI 02818 
or the charity of one's choice. 

Bernard Alan Sweet, 75 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Bernard 

Sweet died April 2. He leaves 
his wife Leni (Zucker) Sweet; 
daughters from his first mar
riage, Haley and Shari Sweet; 
and sons, Adam Andrew-am:!>. 
Steven Matthew Sweet. 

The son of Louis and Jennie 
Sweet, he was raised in Provi
dence. A graduate of Pawtucket 
West High School and Emerson· 
College in Boston, he served as 
a broadcaster, an advertising 
executive and a public relations 
director. · 

In 1974, he and his wife Leni 
became franchisees of Arby's , 
Roast Beef Restaurant in Lo1:1° · 
isville. He retired in 2005 and 
passed the store to his sons. 

Active in the Emerson Col
lege Alumni Association, he 
received an award for outstand
ing achievement and contribu
tions. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Temple/ Waller Fund 
or Rabbi David's discretionary 
fund. 
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language]. 
I'm a singer songwriter with 

a 23-year-career ... a fusion 
of my Israeli background, my 
Yemenite family roots and my 
American upbringing [with] 
three cultures. 

Q: Do you sing only your 
own work or cover other per
formers' music, as well? 

A: I sometimes sing covers, 
but mostly my original work. 

(Noa talked about two dif
ferent projects that she called 
offshoots of her typic;al work.) 
They are songs that I didn't 
write but that I admire. 'The 
Israeli Songbook' is a collection 
of classic Hebrew songs mold
ing the contemporary Israeli 
psyche. I recorded [songs] with 
the Jerusalem Symphony. 

Another project, 'Noapolis -
Noa Sings Napoli,' is dedicated 
to Neapolitan songs. I became 
very well known in Italy where 
I started performing early on. 
I wanted to thank the Italian 
public for their wonderful ac
ceptance. I decided to sing those 
s@ngs as encores [and] to build a 
repertoire·. 
· Q: Can you talk about your 

musical training and your 
relationship with Gil Dor? 

A: I was always interested in 
music since I was a very young 
girl, [though] I had very little 
formal music education. I went 
to Rimon Schoolin Israel [where 
I met] Gil. I left school after a 
year and started performing .... 
I was lucky [to be able] to con
nect with Pat Metheny (who] 
produced my first international 
album with Geffen Records. 

Gil is my musical· director 
and guitarist .. . [for] 23 years: I 
write the songs and Gil is more 
of an arranger and a producer. 
Sometimes [he is] a cowriter of 
lyrics and of music, he's very . 
talented. I've never had a show 
without him. 

Q: You are married with 
three children, yet you tour 
internationally. How do you 
juggle the work-family bal
ance? 

A: A lot of flexibility, a lot of 
help, a lot of compromise and a 
lot of love. Sometimes you give 
up things; try to make the wis
est way and most compassion
ate decisions. Before I had 'kids, 
music [was the] most important 
[part of my life]. I do my best to 
do well with both; I can't think 
of my life without either chil
dren or music. 

Music is not a job for me; it's a 
raison d'etre. I am lucky to have 
a husband, who is a great father 
and very supportive, and my 
parents, God bless their souls, 
are in Israel and help me a lot. 

It's a constant balancing act. 
Sometimes one or more of the 
children come with me when I 
perform internationally. 

Q: You were born in Israel 
and raised in New York as 
an Israeli. What made you 
decide to return to Israel as 

COMMUNITY 
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MUSIC is not a job for me; it's a raison d'etre 
a young woman and without 
your family? 

A: I was very happy to go back 
to Israel [at age 17). I fell in love 
with an Israeli man; I met him 
when he was 21 and I was 15. I 
wanted to go back to the home
land. 

"I HAVE A short 
fuse and a big 
heart." 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The Is
raeli man with whom the teen
aged Noa fell in love is her hus
band!) 

Q: Can you talk about the 
messages of your music? 

A: I'm not here to solely en
tertain. A concert is being in 
the temple of the god of music, 
praying in the temple of the god 
of music [with) energy, happi
ness and joy of life and some se
rious moments. 

I write songs about all things; 
I have a few songs [that are] 
more politically oriented. I am a 
great supporter of the two-state 
solution; I volunteer for a lot of 
peace organizations. 

I received great news this 
morning - I was invited to per
form for [President) Obama in 
Israel [along with) my Palestin
ian colleague. We'll be singing 
together. 

I am adamant about this: 
I will not do anything that I 
don't love to do; I've given up 
commercial opportunities that 
weren't aligned with my musi
cal principles. 

Noa 

Quick facts about Noa from her website 
· Noa's strongest influences 

come from such singer-song
writers of the 1960s as Paul 
Simon, Joni Mitchell and 
Leonard Cohen. 

• Noa plays percussion, gui
tar and piano. She and Gil 
Dor have written · and pro
duced 15 international and Is
raeli labels, selling more than 
2.5 million copies of their cur
rent catalog. 

• Noa has shared the stage 
with such artists as Sting and 
Stevie Wonder. She has per
formed in Carnegie Hall in 
New York as well as in major 

music venues in Paris, Barce
lona and Rome. 

• Noa was the first Israeli 
artist to perform in the Vati
can for Pope John Paul II. 

• The goodwill ambassador 
of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations, she has been knight
ed by President Giorgio Na
politano of Italy and has 
received other awards from 
Shimon Peres, the New Israel 
Fund, the Rotary Club and 
the World Economic Forum. 

VISIT NOASMUSIC.COM. 
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Noa performs "The Israe
li Songbook," with Musical 
Director Gil Dor and fea
turing the Yoed Nir String 
Quartet. 

• Sunday, April 21, 7 p.m., 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence. 

• $36/adults, $12/children 
under 18, students with IDs 
and senior citizens. 

• $100/"Noa Experience" 
includes reserved seating 
and post-concert reception 
with Noa. 

• Ticket sales and infor
mation: Erin Moseley, 421-
4111, ext. 108 or emoseley@ 
shalomri.org. 

I've been doing this for so 
long I'm a mobile one-woman 
Israeli embassy. Our musicians 
can show another side of Israel 
that people don't know as well -
the humanistic, compassionate 
side oflsrael. 

RWU holds film/speaker se_ries 

Q: What can the audience 
expect from your concert in 
Providence? 

A: We'll have Gil, a string 
quartet from New York of Juil
lard graduates - seven musi
cians on stage besides me. 
Songs will be in Hebrew, Eng
lish and Yemenite - very di
verse and energetic. This show 
has gotten the best reviews all' 
through Europe; it's the best 
show I've ever done . . There's a 
rapport and communication 
on all levels [regardless of lan
guage]. You don't have to be 
familiar with my music to thor
oughly enjoy it. 

Q: We've talked about mu
sic and family and politics. 
Let's dish - what secret vices 

· do you have? 
A: When I die, I want to be 

buried with ice cream; I love ice 
cream ... hard-core vanilla ice 
cream. 

I have a short fuse and a big 
heart. I'm very hyperactive; I'm 
driven by love. 

BRISTOL - Noted Holocaust 
historian Deborah Dwork will 
be the keynote speaker at a Yorn 
Ha-Shoah program to be held at 
2 p.m., on Af)ril 28, in Roger Wil
liams University's Global Heri
tage Hall 01. 

Dwork, Rose Professor of Ho
locaust History and director of 
the Strassler Family Center for 
Holocaust and Genocide Stud
ies, Clark University, will speak 
on "Flight from the Reich: Pub
lic Actions, Private Lives." 

Following her lecture, a se
ries of new short films and 
about the Holocaust and about 
the Jewish experience in Israel 
will be shown as part ofRWU's 
Roving Eye Film Festival. A 
reception will be held after the 
speaker and before the films. 

The director of the short film, 
Vergeben ,;, Vergessen, Nicolas 
Greinacher, will also speak. 
The IO-minute film depicts what 
happens when a Jewish woman 
tries to escape from the Nazis 
after the Swiss Department of 
Justice and Police decreed that 
Jews were no longer considered 
political refugees. 

"Snovi" is a 14-minute film 

made in Bosnia by Reshad Ku: 
lenovich. 

"Reporting on The Times: 
The t)Tew York Times and The 
Holocaust," an 18-minute film 
made in the United States by 
Emily Harrold, was inspired 
by Laurel Leif's award-w_inning 
book, "Buried by The Times," 

· about the New York Times' re
. portage of the Holocaust. Why 

did the Times, then owned b 
Sebastian Kilinski's "Heil 

Emil," an 18-minute film made 
in Germany in 2012, Heil Emil 
is about a German family 
whose son was born with Down 
syndrome. His mother finds a 
creative solution to keeping her 
son safe from being euthanized 
under the Nazi regime. 

"Great," is a 23-minute film, 
made in Germany in 2013 by 
Andreas Henn. It poses the 
question: Did the Nazis ever see 
Charlie Chaplin's "The Great 
Dictator?" On May 10, 1942, 
when the Nazis have occupied 
Yugoslavia, a young Serbian 
film projectionist decides to 
teach the Germans a lesson 
with Chaplin's movie. The film 
is based on a true s_tory. 

"On the Road to Tel Aviv," an 
18-minute Israeli film made by 
Khen Shalem in 2008, depicts 
what happens when a young Is
raeli woman and a suspicious
looking Arab woman enter the 
same cab at the same time. The 
Israeli woman's fiance must ad
dress the realities of war, terror 
and enemies. 

All films will be held at 4 p.m., 
at Global Heritage Hall 01. 

The program is free and open 
to the commiµiity. 

The RI Film & Television Of
fice, Flickers (the Rhode Island" 
International Film Festival), 
the Edwin S. Soforenko Foun
dation, the Helene and Bertram 
Bernhardt Foundation and 
Roger Williams University's Of
fice of the Provost, Office of the 
Dean of Arts and Sciences, De
partment of Communications, 
Hillel and the Spiritual Life 
Program ate sponsors of this 
program. 

FOR MORE INFORMA
TION: Nancy Soukup (nsou
kup@rwu.edu or 254-3433). 
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John M. Sapinsley 

POSTHUMOUS AWARD - The Rhode 
Island Heritage Hall of Fame 
will induct posthumously John 
M. Sapinsley into the Hall of 
Fame. 

Sapinsley, who died Feb. 29, 
2012, was president of Carol 
Cable Company, a long-ten
ured professor of economics 
at Rhode Island College and 
Brown University and a philan
thropist. 

He and his wife, former State 
Senator Lila Sapinsley, herself 
a Hall of Fame inductee, were 
the major benefactors of the 
Lila and John Sapinsley Hall of 
the Performing Arts at Rhode 
Island College. 

SIMCHAS 
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Seth Chitwood 

AWARD - Seth Chitwood, a Rhode Island College 
senior majoring in film studies and theater per
formance is the award-winning producer, writer 
and direc'tor of three web series, "Red Cirdes," 
"Family Problems" and "World's Worst DJ.rec
tor" - all online at angelwoodpictures.com. 

At the Los Angeles Web Series Festival 
(LAWEBFEST) in late March, "Red Circles" won 
an award for Outstanding Leading Actress, as 
well as awards for Outstanding Directing and 
Outstanding Series. 

"World's Worst Director" was 
screened at the festival. 

Chitwood's web series were 

Phil Eil 

NEW POSITION - Philip Eil, formerly a con
tributing writer to The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, has been named Providence 
Phoenix' news editor. 

The Providence native, who wrote 
about such diverse personalities as Nor
man Mailer, Edith Pearlman, U.S. Rep. 
David Cicilline, Miss Wensday and M. 
Charles Baskst - among other assign
ments - for The Voice & Herald, holds an 
undergraduate degree from the Univer
sity of Michigan and an M_FA in_ nonfic
tion writing from Columbia Uruvers1ty. 
He has taught several writing classes at 
the Rhode Island School of Design. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Eil's columns re
main online at jvhri.org.) 
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Mel Yoken 

AWARD - Mel Yoken received the 2013 
Distinguished Alumni Award from the 
University of Massachusetts Amhert 
Alumni Association. 

For more than a half century, Mel 
Yoken has studied or taught French 
language and literature within the Uni
versity of Massachusetts system. Chan
cellor Professor Emeritus of French 
Language and Literature at UMass 
Dartmouth, Yoken began his teaching 
career in 1962 and still meets and advis
es students on a regular basis. 

Yoken received his bachelor's degree 
from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst in 1960, his master's degree in 
teaching from Brown University and his 
doctorate in 1972 from UMass Amherst 
and the Five-College Ph.D. program. 

A member and board member 
of the Young Presidents' Asso
ciation, he also served on the 
boards of The Miriam Hospital, 
the ACLU, Roger Williams Uni
versity and the Rhode Island 
Public Expenditure Council. 

chosen from more than 400 
entries and competed against 
entries from throughout the 
U.S. and 12 foreign countries. 
LAWEBFEST is the oldest and FORESTER • OUTBACK • XV CROSSTREK • IMPREZA • LEGACY 

The Hall of Fame will induct 
nine individuals in all - four of 
whom are deceased - at its 49th 
annual ceremony on Friday, 
April 19 at Rhodes-on-the-Paw
tuxet in Cranston. 

largest event of its kind. "Red 
Circles" won five LAWEBFEST 
awards in 2012. 

The son of John Martin and 
Faye Zuckerman of Barrington, 
Chitwood has been producing 
films since 2008. 

COMMENDATION - Dr. Irving Fradkin, founder of Dollars for Schol
ars, received a Citizen Honors Certificate of Commendat10n from 
the Congressional Medal of Honor Society of the Uruted States. 

Fradkin's Dollars for Scholars program has raised more than $3 
billion to help more than 2 million students attend college through 
1,200 program chapters in 42 states. . 

Secretary of State John Kerry nominated Fradkm for the 2013 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation's "Citizen Service Be-
fore Self Award." . . 

Fradkin, 92, of Fall River, Mass., who announced his retJ.rement 
from active participation in the scholarship program, was also rec
ognized by U.S. Rep. Joseph Kennedy III in a speech on the floor of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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with Musical Director Gil Dor 
eaturing t e Yoe tring uartet 

Sunday,April 21, 2013 I 7:00pm 
Temple Beth-El I 70 Orchard Ave, Providence 
$36 adults I $12 children under 18, students with IDs, and seniors 
$100 Noa Experience: includes reserved seating and post-concert reception with Noa 

For more information or to reserve your tickets contact Erin Moseley at 401.421.4111 ext. I 08 or 
emoseley@shalomri.org 

Generously funded by the Dr. James Yashar & Judge Marjorie Yashar Fund at the Jewish Federation Foundation 

40 I Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 20906 
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