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Governor Lincoln Chafee at a Ja n . 14 p ress confere nce 

Time for equality? 
Jewish views on same-sex marriage vary 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 
nki rsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - "Call the roll for history," said Governor Lin
coln Chafee, as he urged members of the General Assembly to 
pass a same-sex marr iage bill . "I'll be happy to sign it [a same
sex mar r iage bill]." 

Speaking at a press conference organized by Rhode Islanders 
United for Mar r iage, a broad coalition of local and national or
ganizations favor ing same-sex marriage, Chafee reminded the 
50 or so individuals present at Central Congregationa l Church 
in Providence, "Rhode Island has a legacy of tolerance. It's time 
to honor and affirm that legacy. Technology, talent and tolerance 
will grow our economy." 

The J an. 14 press conference was held one day before the House 
Judiciar y Committee heard testimony on H 5015, same-sex mar-
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Treasuring memories of love 
Members of extended 
fam ily put their own 
lives on hold to help 

BY SUSAN B AZAR 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

EAST GREENWICH - I am a 
lucky girl. My mother always 
told me so. Aside from occa
sional bouts of s inusitis and 
tonsillitis, I was a reasonably 
healthy ch ild. Though a work
er in school, good grades came 
fairly easily. So did fr iends , 
dates and college acceptances. 

So, it was no surprise that as 
the summer of my 18th year 
unfolded, I fell i n love. A beach 
romance with someone th ree 
years my senior, he made it 
clear his fu ture would include 
me, if I so chose. 

"Can you wa it for me?" I 
asked . 

"Yes, as long as you are com
mitted to us," he said. 

So, though college fr iends en
couraged me to date a nd temp-
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David Sondler and his baby daughter Meredith 

pose for a picture in January 1985. 

Will Republicans let Lew get to Treasury? 
An Orthodox Jew, Jacob Lew is close to Obama 

B Y RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Jacob 
Lew helped Orthodox obser 
vance reach the highest pre
cincts of governance. But can 
a man that Republicans say 
"can't get to yes" be confirmed 
as secretar y of the Treasury? 

President Obama nominated 
Lew, his chief of staff, to the 
post on J an. 10, replacing Timo
thy Geithner. 

john 
l.g.r. 

Lew is well known in Wash
ington circles, but in some ways 
he is the polar opposite of J oe 
Lieberman, the former Con
necticut senator and Democrat
ic vice presidential nominee 
whose exuberant and public 
J ewish obser vance helped pave 
the way for Lew. 

Lew has been in public view 
much less than Lieberman and 
has not aggressively promoted 
his observance, although Lew 
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tiffany 
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oprr:x:_ 
rh o d e la l and 

is happy to talk about how he 
balances it with public ser vice 
in r elatively confined J ewish 
settings. 

He credits his bosses - Bill 
Clinton in the 1990s, when Lew 
headed the Office of Manage
ment and Budget , and Obama, 
under whom Lew has headed 
the 0MB before becoming chief 
of staff - for their understand-
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Interfaith Coalition holds 
fifth annual faith vigil 
Seeking economic justice for all Rhode Islanders 

BY JONAT H A N L. STA NZLER 
Special to The Jewish Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Statehouse ro
tunda was the venue for the fifth annual 
faith vigil sponsored by the Rhode Is
land Interfaith Coalition to Reduce Pov
erty. The Community Relations Council 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island is a co-founder of the Interfaith 
Coalition, which is comprised of adher
ents of diverse faiths throughout Rhode 
Island and is dedicated to reducing pov
erty. 

In an hourlong ceremony, attended by 
a crowd of more than 150 people, includ
ing more than 75 clergy members and 
numerous state dignitaries, leaders of 
the Interfaith Coalition urged lawmak
ers to have the wisdom and compassion 
to reduce poverty in Rhode Island and to 
make that initiative one of the General 
Assembly's top priorities in 2013. 

The program began with a group of 
interfaith advocates marching to the 
beat of drummers from the Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church on Hayes Street, near 
Providence Place Mall, to the Statehouse 
on a blustery cold day. After the march
ers and other individuals gathered at the 
rotunda, the ceremony commenced with 
the blowing of shofars by Rabbis Alan 
Flam, Amy Levin and Peter Stein, signi
fying a call to members of the faith com
munity to gather together. 

Maxine Richman, co-chair of the In
terfaith Coalition and a member of the 

boards of the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs, a national advocacy group, and 
the Alliance, welcomed the participants . 
In her opening remarks, Richman said 
that the Interfaith Coalition is commit
ted to ensuring that every Rhode Is
lander has a safe and affordable home, 
adequate nutrition, equal access to af
fordable quality health care, equal and 
quality education for their children and 
decent work with adequate income. 

"We find it unacceptable," she said, 
"that Rhode Island has the highest child 
poverty rate in all of the New England 
states," and that our state still has "the 
second highest unemployment rate in 
the country [with] more than 58,000 
Rhode Islanders actively looking for 
work." 

This year 's vigil, on Wednesday, Jan. 
2, was attended by many of the state's 
highest dignitaries, including House 
Speaker Gordon Fox, Senate President 
M. Teresa Paiva Weed and Warwick 
Mayor Scott Avedisian . 

Governor Lincoln Chafee, addressing 
the crowd, noted the passing of commu
nity activist and teacher Richard Wal
ton, who died in late December, and cited 
the need to close "the terrible disparity 
of wealth" that exists in our country. 

Applauding the Coalition for fighting 
for the "little guy," Gov. Chafee said that 
he looked forward to evaluating solu-
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A crowd of interfaith advocates gathers at the Statehouse rotunda on Jan. 2. 

Local community banking 
from a local community bank 

[Pictured from left to right] 

Joseph T. Bapti sta Jr., President & CEO; 
Fadra Nort hrup, Mortgage Loan Offi cer; 
Diane Aguiar, Mortgage Loan Officer & 
Olga Andrade, Mortgage Loan Offi cer 
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Joseph Haydn's composition, 
'The Creation,' featured at Emanu-El 

The Book of Genesis set to music 

BY LINDA AND SAM SHAMOON 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "In the beginning ... " 
What do these words mean to you? 

"God said, 'Let there be light,' and 
there was light." 

These are the opening verses of the 
Bible; we hear them chanted every year 
when the Torah cycle begins anew. 

With our 21st-century knowledge of sci
ence, many do not believe that the world 
was created in six days or that the earth 
is only 5,773 years old, but the poetry of 
Genesis still resonates: God's mighty 
words created the world. God said it, and 
it happened. The economy of words, es
pecially in Hebrew but also in English, 
resonates with immense power. 

What if the words were set to music? 
How much more powerful would they be? 
One of the most prolific · and prominent 
composers of all time, Joseph Haydn, did 
just that. He was overcome by the power 
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of the biblical 
words of Creation, 

and he composed the 
glorious, sunny and de

lightful oratorio, "The Cre
ation." 
Within the next three weeks, 

members of our community will 
have two opportunities to appreciate 

Haydn's musical triumph, "The Cre
ation." 

'"THE CREATION' 
STILL generates 

~i questions." 

On Thursday, Jan. 31, at 7:30 p.m, Tem
ple Emanu-EJ's Arts Emanu-El will host 
a lively panel discussion and unique mu
sical preview of "The Creation." On Sun
day, Feb. 10, at 4:30 p.m., the Providence 
Singers will perform "The Creation" in 
Temple Emanu-El's main sanctuary. 

Haydn composed "The Creation" in 
1798 and it remains a classical favorite for 
its glory, energy, tunefulness and even 
its humor. For the fifth day of Creation, 
Haydn musically introduces the "moving 
creatures" of the earth, including ducks, 
whales, lions and grazing cows! 

At the same time, Haydn's "The Cre
ation" still generates questions. Why 
is this piece - both its music and its li
bretto - still so appealing to audiences 
today? How closely does the libretto ad
here to the Genesis version of creation? 
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Where did Haydn get the notion of 
the ''big bang" to portray "Let there 
be light"? 

At the Jan. 31 concert preview at 
Temple Emanu-El, _two Haydn ex
perts will debate the answers to 
these and many other questions: 
Betsy Burleigh, artistic director of 
the Providence Singers, and Brett 
Rutherford, a professor at URI, will 
share insights into Haydn's amaz-

ing life, preview melodies and themes 
from the oratorio and respond to audi
ence members' questions 

Burleigh, who also directs the Men
delssohn Choir of Pittsburgh for the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, will 
join the prestigious music faculty at In
diana University next year. Rutherford, a 
composer and URI professor, is also the -
author of 15 books of poetry and founder 
of The Poets Press. Rutherford writes the 
program notes for the annual Rhode Is
land Chamber Music Concerts at Rhode 
Island College. 

Joseph Haydn 

THE JAN. 31 EVENT begins at 7:30 p.m. 
in Temple Emanu-EJ's vestry, 99 Taft 
Ave. Providence. · It is free and open to 
the public; reservations are not required. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION on tickets 
for the Feb. 10 performance of "The Cre
ation" ($38 each, $15 student), visit provi
dencesingers.org/ Support06/ BuyTick
ets.php. Tickets are also available at the 
Jan. 31 concert preview. 

LINDA AND SAM SHAMOON are 
co-chairs of the Jan. 31 Arts Emanu-El 
event: sam.shamoon@gmail.com and 
lkshamoon@gmail.com. 
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of any product or the legitimacy of our advertisers' 
claims. 

ALL SUBMITTED CONTENT becomes the property 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

My empty nest 
is too big, too quiet 

With kids in college, it's a new reality 

~y NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

The house is quieter now, with an emptiness and 
stillness that I'm attempting to embrace. 

Some friends have told me, "You'll love being 

EXECUTIVE 
EDITOR 

, NANCY KIRSCH 

empty-nesters. It 's all good." 
Others, however, have confided 

that they dearly miss their college
age children and long for the days 
when they were home to raid the re
frigerator, borrow the car and slyly 
- or shyly - seek help with home
work, laundry or love. 

As our daughter, now a sopho
more in college, had never been a 
fan of overnight summer camp, she 
was tpyically home in the summer
time. 

Our son, in contrast, was a camp 
fan from the early days, although 
it took him a few tries to find his 
beloved Camp Fuller in Wake-
field. We just took him to college in 
Hyde Park, N.Y., on Jan. 2, several 

months after he participated in high school commence
ment ceremonies last June. 

Why the delay? Students enrolling in the Culinary 
Institute of America must have six months of profes
sional cooking experience before they begin classes. 

Given his summer job as a Camp Fuller counselor, he 
needed to work for a few more months at Local 121, the 
restaurant owned by Josh and Nancy Miller in down
town Providence, to meet the CIA's requirements. 

Not only did Local 121's staff- most notably Chef Dave 
- take him under their collective wing and nurture his 
budding talents, but our son also shared his expanding 
culinary skills and acumen with our friends and us! 
Oh, how well we ate, at least on those nights that he 
wasn't working late or spending time with friends who 
were home from college. 

While I miss the fact that he grocery shopped - he 
liked to shop daily, as ifhe were European-and cooked 
and even cleaned up after himself, I simply miss him. . 

Never one to seek the limelight or be the center of at
tention, he hated when I shared news about him with 
friends. · · 

"Stop telling everyone that I'm going to culinary 
school," he'd say to me, in an exasperated tone. 

Our son, who will be immersed in long days in CIA's 
kitchens, has always been less talkative and less likely 
to reveal his inner life. 

Our daughter communicates frequently and, though 
she's-not home now, either, I have a strong sense of the 
rhythm. of her days, her ups and downs and her life 
away from home. Her bedroom still contains the flot
sam and jetsam of her life - clothes tossed around the 
room, posters askew, jewelry scattered on her bedside 
table and books piled high. If I didn't look too closely, I 
could imagine that she was still living at home. 

Other than his bed, dresser and desk, only the dozens 
of chess trophies reveal something about the boy, and 
then the young man, who occupied that bedroom for 
the past 18 years. · 

I want both my kids to thrive and succeed - they are 
supposed to leave home. My head knows that. But, oh, 
how my heart dearly misses them. 
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'I don't know' is often the correct response 
Unconditional love and our presence can heal 

Icame to know Judy about 40 
years ago, when I was serving 
as an assistant rabbi at Temple 

Israel - at that time an 1,800-fam
ily synagogue on the Boston/ 

IT SEEMS 
TOME 

RABBI JIM 
ROSENBERG 

Brookline bor
der. She was a 
vivacious, fo
cused 30-year
old mother 
of two. Both 
she and her 
husband were 
well-r espected 
members of 
the young lead
ership of the 
thriving con
gregation. 

One fine eve
ning, as Judy 
and her hus-
band were get

ting dressed to go out for dinner, 
a blood vessel burst in her brain; 
she died a week tater at Beth Israel 
Hospital. 

Just minutes after Judy's death, 
I was standing in the hospital cor
ridor when her mother came rush
ing towards me, screaming, "How 
can God do this to me?" 

Taking the grieving mother into 
my arms, I said softly, "Sometimes 
we have questions for which there 
are no answers." 

Months later, Judy's mother ap
proached me at a Temple Israel 
event and asked if I remembered 
what I had said to her a t Beth Is
rael Hospital; I Jet her know that 
one doesn't forget an experience 
like that. 

The mother continued, "If you 
had tried to offer any explana
tion for Judy's death, I would have 
slapped you across the face." 

Over the years, I have tried to 
remain loyal to my hospital en
counter with Judy's mother. In 
my rabbinical role, I have time 

LETTER 

and again tried to bring at least 
some measure of comfort to griev
ing men, women and children. 
Nevertheless, in this attempt to 
bring comfort, I have been careful 
to add, "I do not know why this has 
happened." 

To put it somewhat differently, 
I can be present, I can help soften 
the intense loneliness of the be
reaved, but I must refrain from of
fering "explanations." 

The ability to say "I don't know" 
is essential to all clergy who seek 
to bring healing to those- who 
have been hurt by the often sense
less cruelty found in our world. 
Indeed, the day after this past 

"SOMETIMES 
WE HAVE 
questions for 
which we have no 
answers." 

Christmas, columnist Maureen 
Dowd, gave her op-ed space in the 
New York Times to Father Kevin 
O'Neil, a family friend; the power 
of O'Neil's piece was precisely in 
his humble articulation of "I don't 
know" in the face of overwhelm
ing tragedy. 

O'Neil opens his column with 
this searing question: "How does 
one celebrate Christmas with the 
fresh memory of 20 children and 
7 adults ruthlessly murdered in 
Newtown .. . ?" 

The priest is quick to acknowl
edge that in the wake of such a 
horrific event there can be no 

sensible answer to the question 
"Why?" which burns in the hearts 
of so many of us. 

O'Neil confesses, "The truest 
answer is: 'I don't know."' 

Though there are no answers 
that we can put into words, there 
are responses - profoundly hu
man responses - to such outrages. 
We can and must respond with 
some form of "being present" even 
when we must remain physically 
absent, and it is in the manner 
in which we are present at such 
times that may invite God to "be 
present." 

As O'Neil explains, "We are hu
man and mortal. We will suffer 
and die. But how we are present 
with one another in that suffering 
and dying makes all the differ
ence as to whether God's presence 
i's felt or not and whether we are 
comforted or not." 

While O'Neil has the humility 
to say again and again, "I don't 
know," he has the depth of soul to 
proclaim what he does know; and 
it is with what he does know that 
he concludes his column: "What 
I do know is that an uncondition
ally loving presence soothes bro
ken hearts, binds up wounds and 
renews us in life. This is the gift 
we can all give, particularly to the 
suffering. When this gift is given, 
God's love is present and Christ
mas happens daily." 

A "Christmas" such as this, a 
"Christmas" that happens daily, 
is the kind of "Christmas" that all 
Americans - Americans of differ
ent faiths, Americans ofno faith at 
all - can celebrate and cherish 12 
months a year. 

JAMES B. ROSENBERG is rab
bi emeritus of Temple Habonim 
in Barrington: rabbiemeritus@ 
templehabonim.org. 

J Street's anti-Israel perspective is not for The Voice&· Herald 
In his column ("Israel's election 

- as .seen from America" in the 
Jan. 4 issue) Alan Eisner, as head 
of communications for J Street, 
does not communicate to the Jew
ish world what is the real J Street. 
As a matter of fact, he doesn't com
municate anything except his an
tipathies towards the Israeli gov
ernment. 

J Street has a history of being 
funded by George Soros, not par
ticularly pro-Jewish or pro-Isra
el. It attacked the veto of the U.S. 
in the Security Council, which 
called for a non-member observer 

· status for the Palestinian Author
ity. It opposes in any instance a 
military strike against Iran. It 
supports for Secretary of Defense 
an outspoken enemy oflsrael, Sen
ator Chuck Hagel. It encourages 
boycotts of goods coming from 
the West Bank, it has endorsed 
the Goldstone Report, which was 
highly critical of Israel's action 
against Gaza and it continued to 
do so even after Goldstone himself 
repudiated that report. 

It looks upon Mohammed Abbas 
as a 'moderate' peacemaker de
spite the fact that he was Arafat's 

COLUMNS I LETTERS POLICY 

assistant for 20 years and wrote 
his Ph.D. thesis on denying the · 
Holocaust. It heavily supported 
for Congress, Rep. Lois Capp, stri
dently anti-Israel and a friend of 
the Muslim organization CAIR, as 
well as endorsing other anti-Israel 
candidates. 

The list goes on. 
It 's tough to see that organiza

tion given such prominent cover
age by The Jewish Voice & Herald 
to be anything near their motto -
'Pro-Israel, Pro-Peace.' 

Sy Dill 
Providence 

The mission of The Jewish Voice & Herald is to communicate · 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by connecting and giving voice 
to the diverse views of the Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, while adhering to Jewish . 
values and the professional standards of journalism. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald publishes thoughtful and 
informative contributors' columns (op-eds of 500 - 800 
words) and letters to the editor (250 words. maximum) 
on issues of interest to our Jewish community. At our 
discretion. we may edit pieces for publication or refuse 
publication. Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, represent 

the views of the authors; they do not represent the views 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald or the Alliance. 

Send letters and op-eds to nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
Nancy Kirsch. The Voice & Herald. 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. RI 02906. Include name, city of residence 
and (not for publication) a contact phone number or email. 
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Why have Israelis stayed on the right? 
One thing is clear - a lack of clarity 

The Israeli elections on the other. I will present them in 
Jan. 22 are right around no particular order. 
the corner (or you might 

be reading this after they Anti-Socialism 
took place), but it doesn't take 
a prophet to foresee that the 
right-wing camp - including 
the ultra-Orthodox -
will probably gain in 
strength and certainly 
retain their electoral 
stranglehold. 

Menachem Begin's rise to 
power was due to the general 
Israeli public's disgust with 

the corrupt So

Indeed,otherthanthe 
brief hiatus of Shimon 
Peres' national unity 
government (1984-86), 
Yitzhak Rabin/ Peres 
(1992-96) and Ehud 
Barak (1999-2001), Isra
el's right has basically 

REFLECTIONS 
OF I IN ISRAEL 

run the country for the SAM LEHMAN-WIUIG 
past 35 years. And there 
is no end in sight. 

cia list-Zioni st 
camp, and spe
cifically with 
the anger of the 
Jews from Arab 
lands who felt 
that the secu-
1 a r -Socialist 
government had 
heavily discrim
inated against 
it. As these two 
factors waned 
in the 1990s, the 

Why? My analysis 
here is not. designed to justify 
the right nor to attempt to de
fend or attack its policies, but 
rather to try to get "into the 
mind" of the Israeli elector
ates. No, that is not a typo - I 
did write "electorates" in the 
plural. For there is not one spe
cific source here, but rather a 
constellation of factors affect
ing different population groups, 
some factors standing alone 
and others intertwined one into 

LETTERS 

massive influx 
of Jews from the 

former Soviet Union picked up 
the electoral slack - they saw 
red regarding any "Red" party. 

Collapse of peace efforts 
Israel signed the Oslo Accords 

- and a few years later the Sec
ond Intifada broke out; Israel 
unilaterally left Southern Leb
anon - and the missiles started 
raining down on Northern Is
rael; Israel left Gaza - and far 
more missiles were shot over 

Reader wants to hear from NRA 
If and when someone comes 

forth in defense of the NRA posi
tion on gun control (in response 
to Nancy Kirsch's Jan. 4 col
umn, "Is he kidding?"), I would 
like to join Kirsch in this meet
ing, to hear the explanation of 
his perspective. I am willing to 
listen. It seems incomprehensi
ble that armed officers would be 

required in every school in the 
United States. There has to be a 
better way that doesn't involv.e 
more guns. 

Kirsch's editorial was note
worthy. 

Thanks. 
Jane S. Nelson 

Providence 

EDITOR'S NOTE: If there is sufficient interest among readers 
- pro, con or ambivalent on gun regulations - The Jewish Voice 
& Herald will sponsor a forum on this topic at a date and time to 
be announced. 

Please contact Nancy Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 168 or nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org (SUBJECT: Gun control) if you are interested in 
speaking at o.r attending such a forum. The Voice & Herald will 
cover any such forum in a future issue of the paper. 

the border. In short, for many 
Israelis, the perception is, "We 
offer an olive branch and they 
hit us with the tree." 

The neighborhood 
When all hell is breaking 

loose around you, one tends to 
"circle the wagons." That cer
tainly is a major factor in the 
past two years. But well before 
then, the Middle East has been 

"WE OFFER 
AN olive branch 
and they hit us 
with the tree." 

a "dangerous" place. Leba
non had a vicious civil war for 
more than two decades; Syria 
(until recently) had no civil 
war because its leadership was 
even more vicious; and, from 
a distance, Israelis are being 
constantly threatened with 
annihilation by Iran. Not that 
suicidal terrorists from the ter
ritories (even giving the land 

</ 

a name - West Bank or Judea 
and Samaria - is fraught with 
ideological baggage) offered 
any respite closer to home. Peo
ple surrounded by bullies tend 
to become bullyish just to sur
vive - and Israel's right wing, 
at the least, knows how to "talk 
tough." 

Religion 
I have written several times 

on these pages about the in
creasing penetration of reli
gious symbolism (and in some 
cases, policy, too) into Israeli 
society - again a reaction to 
the loss of traditional Jewish 
identity in the early Zionists' 
attempts to create a "new [Zion
ist] Jew." Ultra-nationalism and 
religion are a natural fit (which 
is not to say that left-wingers 
are less patriotic), which is why 
the Likud and Yisrael Beitenu 
(Lieberman's Russian party) 
find it so easy to form coalition 
governments with the Ortho
dox and ultra-Orthodox camps 
- an unbeatable combination. 

Partner for peace? What partner? 
The Palestinians are split into 

two major warring camps: reli
gious Hamas and secular Fa
tah, each ruling over separate 
territories. The former won't 

NRA member wishes to discuss gun control 
First, thank you to Nancy 

Kirsch for her interest in 
hearing opposing viewpoints 
(Kirsch's column, 'Is he kid
ding?" in the Jan. 4 issue). 

I am an NRA member, as well 
as a member and/or supporter 
of other organizations, includ
ing Jews for the Preservation 

· of Firearms Ownership. 
The NRA is not a monolith 

representing a handful of man
ufacturers. Rather, it repre
sents the views of its millions 
of members, of whom I am just 
one. 

In response to Kirsch's edi
torial and invitation, I do not 
claim to speak for the NRA 
(with whom I do not always 
agree) or represent any views 
but my own, but I'd be glad to 
meet with her to discuss the 
subject of gun control. 

Perhaps we could invite a 
representative group and have 
a forum or moderated discus
sion. 

TomPadwa 
Warren · 

Board of Rabbis issues statement about gun violence 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This was 
sent to The Jewish Voice & 
Herald by Rabbi Amy Levin, 
president of the Board of Rab
bis of Greater Rhode Island 
(rabbisofgreaterrhodeisland. 
org), on Friday, Jan. 4. 

We, the Board of Rabbis of 
Greater Rhode Island, 

send our heartfelt condolences 
to all of the survivors and fami
lies of victims of the horrific 
violence in Newtown last week. 

There are far too many deadly 

tragedies involving firearms in 
the United States, and the rate 
of gun violence in the United 
States is demonstrably higher 
than other similar countries. It 
is also clear that our gun laws 
are among the most permissive 
in the Western world, and that 
our political institutions have 
not mustered the political will 
to deal with this pressing issue 
to this point. Judaism is a reli
gion that values the protection 
of life as paramount. 

As our Torah teaches, 

"... guard well your lives." 
(Deuteronomy 4:15 <file: // 
localhost/x-apple-data-detec
tors/::2>). Further, the Talmud 
states that we must not sell 
weapons to those who may use 
them in dangerous ways (Baby
lonian Talmud, Tractate Avoda 
Zara, folio 15b). In this spirit, it 
is essential that we find a way 
to keep dangerous weapons out 
of the hands of those who have 
a history of propensity to vio
lence and those who are recog
nized to be potentially harmful 

to themselves or others. 
We recognize the complex

ity of the problem of violence 
in America, and we call for all 
of us to address the problem 
of violence in a creative and 
constructive way. We encour
age our elected leaders to pass 
much-needed legislation to 
regulate the use of firearms, 
so that tragedies such as New
town do not happen again. 

accept Israel's right to exist in 
principle; the latter continues 
to insist that Israel commit na
tional suicide by accepting mil
lions of returning Palestinian 
refugees. So it's not so much 
that the right wing has such co
gent arguments; it 's just as ger
mane that the left wing doesn't 
have much to offer, other than 
Oslo 2 - and Israelis know 
where the first one led them. 

I repeat what I said at the 
outset: These are not neces
sarily my personal arguments, 
but rather •the perceptions of 
a large majority of Jewish Is
raelis. Unless and until those 
perceptions begin to shift - and 
that will only come if several of 
the above factors change dras
tically - it could be a few more 
decades before the next seismic 
electoral shift occurs in Israel. 

PROF. SAM LEHMAN-WIL
ZIG, Bar-Han's School of Com
munication deputy director 
and Political Studies Depart
ment former chair, will be a 
visiting professor at the Univer
sity of Maryland in spring 2013: 
profslaw.com. 

Fond memories of 
life as a synagogue 

volunteer 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Our re
cent "shout-out" seeking in
formation from young Jew
ish professionals who grew 
up in Rhode Island received 
this reply from a reader. 

Since I have spent the great
est part of my life in Rhode 
Island - actually .69 years - I 
can almost say I "grew up" 
here in Providence, Cranston 
and now in the Scandinavian 
Home, one of the best nurs
ing homes in Rhode Island. 

No, I no longer work, but I 
have the fondest memories 
of spending many hours at 
Temple Beth Israel, now·con
gregation Torat Yisrael, aid
ing Lonna Picker ("Doctor 
Lonna") as she prepared for 
her "wearing of many hats" 
under the banner of Jewish 
education. 

I was a volunteer and loved 
every hour I spent typing let
ters, documents, etc. This 
was just prior to the advent 
of computers. 

Even at this late date, Lon
na still keeps in touch, and 
despite the span of years, I 
treasure her friendship. 

Sylvia Tippe 
Cranston 
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II 'MY DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE' 

John Torgan, a Temple Beth-El congregant, 
· delivers a sermon for the New Year 

BY JOHN TORGAN 

E ven the small patch of 
woods across the street 
from this sanctuary lead

ing to the Seekonk River was a 
source of wonder and amaze
ment to me as a kid. I imagined 
the forest as limitless and the 
river as infinite; these were 
places where nature thrived 
and flourished. 

But I also remember feel
ing disappointed that we could 
not swim or fish in the river 
because it was too polluted -
littered with garbage and poi
soned with our wastes. 

The rivers through Provi
dence stank then, and were 
literally paved-over through 
downtown - not places that any
one thought of as special or as 
having any real value at all. 

Narragansett Bay seemed 
a faraway place. Growing up, 
I didn't realize that this river 
connected us to the Bay and 
Atlantic Ocean but it does, and 
that still-challenged waterway 
is the reason Providence was 
founded here. 

The good news is that, in re
cent decades, we have made re
markable progress in cleaning 
it up, and that's no accident. 

Thanks to the vision and 
hard work of many good people, 
we've turned things around for 
the Bay and its rivers. 

Many can share credit for 
that progress, but no group has 
done more for our waters over 
the years than Save The Bay, 
and I am proud to have been a 
part of that great organization 
for more than 18 years, where I 
served as Baykeeper and direc
tor of advocacy. 

Working with - and some
times at odds with - govern
ment and industry, we success
fully advocated for the Bay on 
every front. This includes up
grades to Rhode Island's largest 
wastewater treatment plants, 
keeping billions of gallons of 
raw sewage from flowing into 
the Bay every year and ensur
ing that the water quality in our 
rivers is as high as possible be
fore these rivers meet the tide. 

Together with the commu
nity, we responded to massive 
oil spills by changing laws 
and regulations to make ship
ping safer and we challenged 
com;1tless poorly planned and 
destructive development pro
posals that falsely promised 
economic prosperity at the ex
pense of clean water and habi
tat for fish and wildlife. 

This is always a false choice 
- sacrificing environmental 
protection for the sake of eco
nomic development - but it is es
pecially backward thinking in 
a place like Rhode Island where 

Environmental leader envisions a cleaner, purer Rhode Island 

our greatest strengths lie in the 
value of our natural resources 
and our connection to them. 

A year ago, I moved on to an 
even greater challenge: work
ing with The Nature Con
servancy, the world's largest 
conservation organization, to 
combine efforts to protect and 
preserve our lands and fresh 
waters with work to safeguard 
the health and recovery of the 
region's coastal and ocean envi
ronment. 

We've come to understand 
that land and water are closely 
and essentially tied together, 
and we need to do what we can 
to look after both - not just for 
the sake of nature, but for the 
health of our communities, our 
economy and the long-term 
quality of life here in Rhode Is
land. 

"IMAGINE A 
RHODE Island 
where the rivers 

,; and Bay are alive 

I with fish, birds, 
i seals, dolphins 

and marine life." 

The Conservancy has done 
this integration effectively in 
other states and in countries 
around the globe - working to 
protect, preserve and restore 
the places upon which all life 
depends. We think of the envi
ronment not as an ideology, but 
as the very land, air and water 
that make up our world. 

Over the past year, The Na
ture Conservancy continued 
its long history of land pro
tection in Rhode Island, add
ing 750 acres to a total of more 
than 30,000 acres that we have 
helped to set aside - now pro
tected from future development 
forever. And we will continue -
relentlessly - to protect land. 

Our presence is especially 
strong on Block Island, called 
one of the last great places, 
and a priceless part of Rhode 
Island's coast and heritage. It 
was on Block Island, working 
as a bellboy at The Narragan
sett Inn in the 1980s, that I first 
learned about The Nature Con
servancy and its vision for the 
future of the island. 

More than 40 percent of Block . 
Island is now conserved and 
protected, thanks to people who 

had the vision and foresight to 
keep it that way for future gen
erations. 

And we are now doing con
servation and restoration in the 
tidal waters. 

Just this year, working with 
the state, The Nature Conser
vancy created Rhode Island's 
first constructed oyster reefs 
in our coastal salt ponds, col
lecting more than 60 tons of 
oyster shells from restaurants 
that otherwise would have been 
thrown into dumpsters - and 
deploying the shells - cured 
and cleaned, back into the wa
ter where they have already 
become homes for new oysters, 
habitat for juvenile fish and a 
haven for all kinds of marine 
animals. 

that allow nature to recover 
and heal itself - to be more re
silient in the face of change. 

We need to do a better job 
managing our living resources 
like fisheries with an eye to
ward future sustainability. We 
need to make a change in the 
way we view our responsibility 
toward land and water or risk 
losing many of the things that 
make this community unique 
and valuable. 

And there is hope. Just a few 
weeks ago, I visited a boat ramp 
The Nature Conservancy is 
helping the state to build right 
off the Gano Street off-ramp 
here in Providence. And there, 
in the muddy shallows, were 
thousands of new baby oysters 
stuck to the rocks and debris 
that litter the shore - a sight not 
seen there in decades. 

These little creatures serve as 
a living testament to our abil
ity to make real and positive 
change right here in the waters 
of our backyard, and as an in
spiration to keep on working 
to protect our environment for 
our kids and yours. 

And looking to the future -
that's exactly what we will do 
- and we can only do it working 
together. 

JOHN TORGAN, of Provi
dence, gave this "My Dreams 
for the Future" sermon at 
Temple Beth-El on Friday, Jan. 
4. Each year, Rabbi Leslie Gut
terman invites a congregant to 
give a sermon on the first Fri
day of the New Year: jtorgan@ 
tnc.org. 

We are now committed to 
build on this success and ex
pand the enhancement and 
restoration of fish and shellfish 
habitat throughout our waters -

Remember Dr. Martin 
Luther I(ing, Jr. for battling 

hate against all 
Even 50 years later, 

1 Have a Dream' speech resonates 
SAVE THE BAY. 

NARRAGANSETT BAY BY KENNETH JACOBSON 

NEW YORK (JTA) - For 
those of us who closely follow 

not just to create more oysters the progress in America in 
and oyster reefs - essential hab- the battles against racism and 
itats which have declined more anti-Semitism, the observance 
than 95 percent globally and of the Rev. Martin Luther King 
locally - but to improve condi- Jr.'s birthday this year has 
tions for all marine life from particular relevance. 
the rivers to the ocean. First, the King holiday, 

Imagine a Rhode Island which this year is observed 
where the rivers and Bay are · on Jan. 21, reminds us of two 
alive with fish, birds, seals, significant anniversaries sur
dolphins and marine life and rounding the civil rights lead
where people can use and enjoy er. It is the 50th anniversary of 
the water anywhere safely and his historic "I Have A Dream" 
with peace of mind. We're not speech at the Mall on Washing
too far off from achieving that ton and the 20th anniversary 
dream. of all 50 states in the union ob-

We've made gr.eat strides, but serving the holiday. 
our work is far from done, be- Second, while leadlng the 
cause these gains may be eas- monumental struggle for civil 
ily reversed. Too much of our rights in this country, King 
water is still too polluted. Cli- never equivocated in denounc
mate change and increasingly ing anti-Semitism. 
frequent and intense storms "The segregationist and rac
threaten to wash away our _ ists make no fine distinction 
beaches and coastal communi- between the Negro and the 
ties. Jews," he stated bluntly. 

Warmer water and excessive And in a letter to Jewish 
nitrogen from wastewater and leaders just months before his 
polluted runoff cause massive 1968 assassination, King said, 
algal blooms, fish kills, and "I will continue to oppose it 
clam die-offs. [anti-Semitism] because it is 

We need to make a conscious immoral and self-destructive." 
effort to invest in naturally The message - that it is nev
based and restorative solutions er enough for J ews and Jew-

ish organizations to condemn 
anti-Semitism - remains terri
bly important for the country. 
Leaders from all communities 
must follow King's lead. 

More specifically, King's con
demnation of anti-Semitism 
was and is important for his 
own African-American com
munity. For too long, levels 
of anti-Semitic attitudes have 
been too high. And some Afri
can-American cultural figures 
utter sentiments about Jews 
and Jewish power that remain 
very troubling. 

Not only did King react 
against blatant anti-Semitism, 
but early on he anticipated 
the more sophisticated ver
sions. In an appearance at 
Harvard, as reported ·by the 
scholar Seymour Martin Lip
set in his book, "The Socialism 
of Fools," King responded to 
a hostile question about Zion
ism, "When people criticize Zi
onists they mean Jews; you are 
talking anti-Semitism." 

King understood the impor
tance of standing up for other 
minorities both as a valu€ 
and to strengthen support for 
his work on behalf of African 
Americans. 

HOWl 7 
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Nowhere to go and nowhere to stay: Part 1 

Israel has weathered another war, euphemistically 
called an "operation." Sometimes it's easy to believe 
the semantics, to forget what it really was - after 

all, it lasted "only" eight days, and "only" four Israeli 
civilians were killed. 
Cast Lead, Pillar of 
Defense ... they sound 
more like rock bands 
than wars. But wars 
they were, and much 
resultant trauma 

ALISON ON 
ALIYAH REDUX 

there was. rt already ALISON STERN PEREZ 
feels like it happened 1 
a long time ago, but 
here in Be'er Sheva, 
that little "operation" is still causing shock waves. 

When my husband and I saw on the Nov. 14 after
noon news that our Air Force had assassinated Ahmed 
Jabari, a Hamas "heavyweight," we exchanged anx
ious glances and sprang into action. We figured we had 
until nightfall to either get the safe room set up to sleep 
in or to leave Be'er Sheva. 

We frantically packed clothes, medications, diapers 
and wipes, sheets and blankets, the travel crib, baby 
and dog food, toys and games. We had no idea how long 
we would be gone, if we would manage to get out in time 
or where we would go if we did. 

By 7 p.m., the kids were tired and I tried to convince 
Michael that they deserved some normalcy in the face 
of impending God-knows-what. I proposed the usual 
bath-and-bed routine, followed by taking them, asleep, 
to the car when we were ready. Michael disagreed, 
urging an immediate departure. I dug in and my plan 
prevailed. Within the hour, I was wishing I hadn't won 
that battle. 

The first siren came as 2½-year-old Amit was finish
ing her bath. We grabbed her, naked, wet and shivering 
(from cold or fear?) and ran down to the safe room with 
1-year-old Assaf. The torrent of 15 rockets was terrify
ing. As soon as the booms ceased, another siren imme
diately sounded and a fresh volley was heard. 

"We missed our window," Michael said accusingly, 
and we realized we weren't going anywhere anytime 
soon. 

The next siren came 20 minutes later, as we were 
heading upstairs to finish dressing the kids for bed. 
Like a game of "Duck Hunt," we scurried back to 
the room. After that, the kids refused to leave, so we 
brought their clothes to them. Books, pacifiers, blan
kets and two shaking dogs came too, as we all jockeyed 
for position in the 6' x 4' concrete cell. We laid the kids 
on a makeshift bed of mattresses and blankets and I 

Pillar of Defense and pile of trauma 

tried to squeeze myself in ·between them. 
The rest of the night was the worst I have experi

enced in my life as an Israeli and as a mother. Double 
and triple sirens sounded hourly. Some impacts hit 

so close we could feel the shock wave. The kids' 
managed to sleep through some sirens, but oth
ers made them startle violently and scream in 
terror. They clung to us as we clamped our hands 
over their ears and tried to ease them back into 
a fitful sleep. 

After a blessed 3-hour lull in the early morning, 
I decided to keep a doctor's appointment booked 
a month earlier. Previous experience had taught 
us that the rockets usually calm down around 
dawn, as darkness provides better cover for the 

launchers. I drove like a bat out of ... well, where we'd 
been all night. Windows wide open so as to hear a siren, 
I constantly scanned the streets, deciding at each mo
ment where I would pull over and find shelter. But my 
"luck" held and the next siren came just as I parked at 
the doctor's office. I made it inside in time, greeting my 
doctor as we huddled in an inner hallway. 

Every time we took a step toward the exam room, 
there was another siren. As my doctor expressed dis
belief that I had even showed up, I wondered what I had 
been thinking and how I would get home. The next si-

"SUDDENLY, IT HIT ME: We 
were trapped, like rats." 

ren caught me on the exam table, half-clothed and in a 
most inopportune position. The doctor and I wordless
ly agreed to not even pother running to the hallway. 

With my seatbelt i,mbuckled so as to allow a hasty 
exit if necessary, I raced back home. The next siren 
sounded 30 seconds after I arrived. Michael and the 
kids had not left the safe room since my departure and 
were edgy and stir-crazy. We knew we needed to leave 
the city fast, as the news was reporting that Jabari's 
funeral would be at 11 a.m., surely "celebrated" with 
volleys of rockets. 

Michael frantically packed the car; I prepared the 
kids. Another siren. After 30 seconds of panic, I turned 
to see Michael burst into the safe room, wide-eyed and 
sweating. We looked at each other in rising terror, real
izing that the expected "morning calm" was not on the 

.' 

horizon and we might not be able to get out. We decided 
to make a run for it after the next siren, hoping for at 
least a short "re-arming" break. 

So we waited in the safe room for another 20 minutes, 
primed and ready - kids in our arms and dogs on their 
leashes. Right on schedule, another siren. We waited 
the mandatory five minutes after the booms and then 
made a beeline to our car. As we buckled the kids in, 
our luck turned. 

Shaking, I unbuckled Amit and yanked her out of her 
car seat. She began to cry in panic and fear. I jerked 
the dogs out by. their leashes and they tumbled to the 
ground. Michael grabbed Assaf and we both turned 
back to the house, the car still running, all four doors 
wide open. 

I thought I could make it merely walking quickly; I 
desperately didn't want to alarm Amit more by run
ning. But the sirens were a thousand times louder and 
scarier outside, and the thought of not getting to the 
room in time quadrupled my panic. I started to sprint; 
Amit started to wail. She frantically clutched my shirt 
as I tried to keep her on my hip with one arm and the 
dogs from tripping us with the other. Michael and As
saf were way ahead of us and the distance between us 
increased as my strength waned and my panic grew. 
I redoubled my efforts; we made it to our front door at 
the first boom. By the second, we were all back in the 
room, huddled together, panting and shaking. 

Suddenly, it hit me: We were trapped, like rats. No
where to go, nowhere to stay. 

This tiny cell would not hold us for days on end. We 
had many invitations to stay with friends up north 
and in Jerusalem, but, as this last siren had painfully 
taught us, escaping Be'er Sheva might now not be pos
sible. Even if we got out of the city itself, the bigger 
problem was the 25-minute drive to Sorek Junction, 
which was in full, unprotected, rocket range. 

And of course, larger questions loomed: What if this 
"operation" lasted longer than a few days? What if our 
friends couldn't host us and we would need to return 
to more rockets, after the disruption of uprooting our 
kids from their home? And what if the "operation" 
grew larger in scope, drawing in Hezbollah, or worse? 

And so there we sat, in our little cell, scared to move 
and scared not to move ... 

TO BE CONTINUED in the Feb. 1 issue. 

ALISON STERN PEREZ, a Seattle native, is a 2000 
Brown University graduate: alisonsternperez@gmail. 
com or alisonsterngolub.com. 

HOW can Jews today continue to live King's legacy? 
From Page 6 

Perhaps King's greatest legacy was his con
viction that justice for black people could not 
be achieved in a -vacuum , that all Americans 
must live free from oppression in order to 
guarantee freedom. 

Why was it so important to the American 
Jewish community that African-Americans 
obtain civil rights? Because it was the right 
thing to do, and because it was good for all and 
built coalitions in fighting all forms of preju
dice. 

King knew that power politics Were impor
tant to bring change. Speeches, marches, dem
onstrations and sit-ins were all about power 
politics. But he profoundly understood th<!t 
ultimately, appealing to the moral values, the 
goodness and long-term interests of those who 
needed to change - the white majority - was 
the key to changing society. 

In the long run, however, changing hearts 
and minds through education and appealing to 
the best instincts of America is the real solu
tion. 

The civil rights revolution led by King also 
- rurther opened up America for Jews and is one 

of the key elements as to why today American 

Jews are the freest community in the 2,000-
year history of the diaspora and why things 
are so much better for Jews today than 60 or 70 
years ago. Civil rights legislation allowed Jews 
to challenge their exclusion. Even more, the 
revolution changed society in a way that being 
different and expressing one's differences was 
no longer a liability. 

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s work in 
seeking equality for all was consistent with 
the values expressed by the Jewish sage Hil
lel two millennia ago: "Ifl am not for me, who 
will be?" One must have pride and stand up for 
one's own. 

"If I am only for myself, what am I?" To be 
fully human, one must go beyond one's own 
problems and stand up for others. 

"If not now, when?" Justice delayed is justice 
denied. 

These values were King's values. Too of
ten in society today we stray from them. 
This 50th anniversary of his "I Have a 
Dream" speech is a good time to recommit 
to those things that brought us all together. 

KENNETH JACOBSON is deputy nation
al director of the Anti-Defamation League. 
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Congress reinstates IRA 
Charitable Rollover for 2012 and 2013 

Donors have limited window of opportunity 
to reduce taxable income for 2012 

BY EDDIE BRUCKNER 
ebruckner@shalomrLorg 

PROVIDENCE - Assets in 
one's iRA are among the most 
highly taxed, subject to both 
income and estate taxes. From 
2006 to 2011, the IRS, through 
the IRA Charitable Rollover, 
permitted any taxpayer who 
was 70 ½ or older to make a 
tax-free distribution of up to 
$100,000 per year to a qualifying 
charity from, his or her IRAs. 

Until this rule lapsed in 2011, 
donors to the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island (now the Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island) and Jewish Federation 
Foundation donors were able to 
use IRA Charitable Rollovers to 
pay Annual Campaign commit
ments, make supplemental gifts 
or establish permanent endow-

. ments. 
Congress reinstated the 

IRA Charitable Rollover for 
2012 and 2013 as part of the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act 
(ATRA), which was passed on 
Jan. 1, 2013. If you are 70½ or 
older, you may make a gift ofup 
to $100,000 per year to the Alli
ance from your IRA with no fed
eral income tax impact. 

To obtain the benefits of the 
IRA Charitable Rollover for the 
2012 taxable year, you must do 
one of the following: 

• If you received a distribution 
from your IRA in December 
2012, you may make a cash gift 
to the Alliance or the Jewish 
Federation Foundation no later 
than Jan. 31, 2013 and elect to 
qualify this transfer for exclu
sion from your 2012 income as a 
direct qualified charitable dis
tribution under ATRA's provi
sions. 

IRA Charitable 
Rollover Extended! 

• If you did not instruct your 
plan administrator to make a 
qualified charitable distribu
tion in 2012 (in the hopes that 
Congress would pass this law), 
and you would like to do so now, 
you can instruct your IRA plan 
administrator to transfer up 
to $100,000 directly to the Alli
ance or the Jewish Federation 
Foundation no later than Jan. 
31, 2013 and it can be a qualified 
charitable distribution for the 
2012 taxable year. ~ 

The IRA Charitable Rollover 
is available through 2013. If 
you make a qualifying IRA 
Charital;>le Rollover in Janu-

ary 2013 and report it as an IRA 
Charitable Rollover for the 2012 
tax year, you are still eligible 
to claim up to an additional 
$100,000 in IRA Charitable Roll
over contributions in 2013. 

Anyone who has an IRA 
should consider how the IRA 
Charitable Rollover may ben
efit a family member or the IRA 
owner. Don't miss this limited 
opportunity to make a mean
ingful gift to your Jewish com
munity in this most tax-advan
taged way. 

The Alliance urges you to act 
soon to take advantage of this 
opportunity to make your An
nual Campaign gift, to make 
a supplemental gift for a par
ticular funding initiative or to 
create an endowment that will 
make an annual gift to the An
nual Campaign in perpetuity. 

Because the chance to redi
rect an already-made distribu
tion or to make an additional 
distribution for 2012 expires at 
the end of January, we encour
age interested individuals to 
consult your tax advisor, IRA 
administrator or me at your 
earliest convenience. 

EDDIE BRUC~NER is vice 
president of finandial r:esource 
development: 421-4111, ext. 174 
or ebruck!1er@shalomri.org. 
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NERC students 
raise funds 

for Annual Campaign 
2013 Annual Campaign at $2.6 million 

and movingforward 

BY EDDIE BRUCKNER 
ebruckner@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - A group of 
16 rabbinical students from 
the New England Rabbini
cal College participated in a 
phon-a-thon to raise funds for 
the Jewish Alliance of Great
er Rhode Island's 2013 Annual 
Campaign. 

Despite the cold and rainy 
weather, these young men 
walked from their location 
on Blackstone Boulevard to 
the Alliance to participate in 
what has become an annual 
tradition - making calls to 
prospective donors to the An
nual Campaign. 

In all, the students raised 
$4,358 from 31 donors; those 
funds pushed the 2013 Cam
paign over the $2.5 million 
mark, as oflate December. 

One young man, before de
parting, told us, "I'm going 

back to class now, but it felt re
ally good to raise money." 

The students, who spent a 
few hours phoning prospec
tive donors on the evening of 
Dec. 26, were treated to ca
tered pizza, salad and dessert 
from Divine Providence, a ko
sher catering company. 

A staff phon-a-than the fol
lowing afternoon brought in 
another $3,400. 

For 2013, we are seeing an 
average 3 percent increase in 
contributions. Our Annual 
Campaign is still moving for
ward, continuing to grow to 
meet the current and future 
needs of our Jewish commu
nity. 

EDQIE BRUCKNER is vice 
president of financial resource 
development: 421-4111, ext. 174 
or ebruckner@shalomri.org. 

Author of 'Following Ezra ... ' to speak in Providence 
Alliance sponsors Jewish DisabilityAwareness Month program 

' Start your child's "summer of a lifetime" at Jewish overnight 
camp. From ziplines to waterskiing to singing under the : '· 
stars, at camp your child can discover who they are while 
having a tota[ blast. Find your perfect Jewish camp today.and 
you might be eligible for $1,000 offwl1en you enroll. 

For more information contact Larry Katz at401.421.4111 . 
e)(l.179 or lkatz@shalomri.org < •~.·-• ·:,. .,.,,, 

ma ... OneHappyCampe~o~ 

BY Av1 SCHECHTER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Author Tom 
Fields-Meyer · will discuss his 
most recent book, "Following 
Ezra: What One Father learned 
About Gumby, Otters, Autism, 
and Love From His Extraor
dinary Son," on Monday, Feb. 
4 at 7 p.m.; a Q-and-A will fol
low. The program is sponsored 

r . 
·~ 
li VOUR 

; CAMPAIGN 
DOLLARS II MAKEA 

I DIFFERENCE 

by the Jewish Al
liance of Greater 
Rhode Island as 
part of Jewish Dis
ability Awareness 
Month, which is 
February 2013. 

A Harvard Uni
versity gradu
ate and longtime 
writer for People 
magazine, Fields
Meyer depicts the 
relationship he has 

with his son, Ezra, who has au
tism. 

In addition to People articles 
about O.J. Simpson's trial and 
a profile of the late Senator Ed
ward M. Kennedy, Fields-Meyer 
has also written for The Dallas 
Morning News; his work has 

appeared in the Los Angeles 
Times, The Wall Street Journal 
and The Washington Post. 

Now a residenlofLos Angeles, 
Calif., with his wife and three 
sons, Fields-Meyer writes, in 
"Following Ezra" (NAL Trade, 
September 20fl), that a thera
pist told him, after witnessing 
signs of autism in Ezra, then a 
toddler, that he should start to 
mourn. 

The book continues, "Lying 
in bed that night, I realized 
something: I had no instinct to 
mourn ... I planned only to love 
[my children]." 

With a bit of humor, "Fol
lowing Ezra ... " describes how 
Fields-Meyer tried to look in
side his child's head and uncov
er the puzzle within. , 

Although the book doesn't ig
nore the struggles of raising a 
child with autism, Fields-Meyer 
has navigated a loving and af
fectionate relationship with his 
son Ezra. 

The free program will be held 
at the Alliance JCC Social Hall. 
Books may be purchased and 
autographed beginning at 6:40 
p.m. 

Tom Fields-Meyer 

RSVPS REQUESTED: Lynne 
Bell, 421-4111 or lbell@shalom
ri.org. 

AVI SCHECHTER, a senior 
at Maimonides High School in 
Brookline, Mass., is an intern 
with the Alliance's department 
of education: avisports@yahoo. 
com. 
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Stand Up for Peace uses comedy to bridge ethnic differences 
Jewish-American and Palestinian-American comics host free workshop, comedy session 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

As part of the University of 
Rhode Island's Annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Week, Stand 
Up for Peace, a comedy ·show 
with Scott Blakeman and Dean 
Obeidallah, will be held Thurs
day, Feb. 7 at 7:30 pm in the 
Memorial Union Ballroom, 50 
Lower College Road, in Kings
ton. The performance is free 
and open to the public. 

Stand Up for Peace 
(standupforpeace .com) was 
created by Jewish-American 
comic Blakeman and Palestin
ian-American comic Obeidal
lah, who chose to . Hse comedy 
as a way to encourage dialogue 
among members of the Jew
ish- and Palestinian-American 
communities. 

"IF YOU COULD 
hear peace, it 
would sound like 
laughter." 

lead a workshop on using com
edy to create cross-cultural 
dialogue. The workshop, which 
is also free and open to the com
munity, will be held from 5 - 6 
p.m., on Feb. 7 in the Hardge 
Forum of the URI Multicultural 
Center, 74 Lower College Road, 
in Kingston. 

With a desire to support a 
political, peaceful resolution 
of the Palestinian-Israeli con
flict and foster understanding 
between the groups, Stand Up 
for Peace serves as a model for 

people of all back
grounds and eth
nicities. 

STAND UP FOR PEACE 

Scott Blakeman, left, and Dean Obeidallah are the comics behind Stand Up for Peace. 

According to their press ma
terials, Stand Up for Peace 
"is first and foremost a com
edy show, one that offers smart, 
thoughtful humor about our 
families, ethnic and religious 
backgrounds, as well as our 
progressive political humor. 
And most importantly, this 
kind of humor offers hope - be
cause if you could hear peace, it 
would sound like laughter." 

YOUR 
CAMPAIGN 

DOLLARS 

URI Hillel, with 
the partnership of 
the Muslim Stu
dent Association, 
the URI Multicul- · 
tural Center, the 
URI Student Enter-

MAJ<EA tainment Commit
l OIFFERENCE tee, the URI Center 

for Nonviolence 
and Peace Stud

ies, the URI Student Affairs 
Diversity Committee, the URI 
Chaplains Association, the URI 
Department of Communica
tion Studies in the Harrington 

School of Communication and 
Media, and the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, spon
sors the program. The program 
also is supported by a grant 
from the Avi Schaefer Fund, a 
nonprofit created to honor the 
memory of Brown University 
student Avi Schaefer who was 
killed in February 2010 after 
being hit by a car. The former 
IDF soldier who trained some 
of Israel's most elite units as a 
counter-terrorism instructor, 
Schaefer, while at Brown, cham
pioned Israel and established 

Solid K9 Training 
REAL WORLD AT-HOME DOG TRAINING FOR LIFE 

with award-winning, nationally known dog trainer Jeff Gellman 

Learn how to five a 
happier, more peaceful 
fife and awaken the 
true-spirit of your dog. 

Voted Best Board 
& Train Facility 

Listen to Jeff's weekly radio show· 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Live call In dog training radio. SATURDAYS 8-11am • 888-345-0790 
Streaming live on 790bu~ness.com 

[!]•'~[!] ~ fi~~ 
• Scan QR code 

l!lfr for testimonials I I 
Jeff Gellman I Jelf@SolldK9Training.com 

401 .527.6354 I SOLIDK9TRAINING.COM K9TRAINING 

North American college cam
puses, according to the website. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

close communication ties with 
students who held different 
perspectives. The Avi Schaefer 
Fund (avischaeferfund.org), 
created in memory of Avi to 
promote the ideals and dreams 
that inspired him throughout 
his life, works to change the cli
mate of the discussion about the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict on 

Blakeman and Obeidallah 
begin the show together, then 
separate to perform their own 
acts before reuniting at the end 
for an entertaining and candid 
Q-and-A session. 

Amy Olson; executive direc
tor, URI's Hillel Foundation: 
amyolson@mail.uri.edu or 874-
2740. 

Before the performance, 
Blakeman and Obeidallah will 

Chace Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP 
is pleased to announce that 

LuAnn Cserr 
has joined the firm . 

Ms. Cserr. formerly the principal attorney at Cserr IP Strategies, will provide legal 
counsel and guidance in a broad array of intellectual property matters, including the 
preparation and prosecution of patent, trademark and copyright applications, 
portfolio management and enforcement, and due diligence. In addition, she will be 
actively engaged in the firm's intellectual property litigation practice. Ms. Cserr has 
over 20 years of intellectual property experience in the fields of biotechnology, 
chemistry and pharmaceuticals as well as medical and mechanical devices. 

Robert B. Berkelharnmer 
Nathan W. Chace 
Douglas J. Emanuel 
Robert D. Fine 

Bret W. Jedele 
Drew P. Kaplan 
Richard J. Land 
Allan M. Sh ine 

Carl I. Freedman Don E. Wineberg 
Macrina G. Hjerpe Luann Cserr 

Andre S. Digou 

Chace Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP 
Attorneys at Law 

CR&F 

One Park Row • Su ite 300 
Providence • Rhode Island • 02903 

Tel. 401 .453 .6400 • Fax401.453 .6411 
www.crfllp.com 

The Rhode lslald S1.4)feme COi.it licenses an 1awtffi in the general practk:e rJ law The rou, 
does not lleense or cerury inf~ as ai ex.pen er speoahst in arr; particular field of pract>ce 
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Ongoing 
Through March 7 

Art Show. Gallery (401) hosts "Fun Guys: 
Exploring Jewish Stereotypes· by Leslie 
Friedman. Alliance JCC, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. Erin Moseley at 421-
4111, ext. 108 or emoseley@shalomri. 
org. 

Friday I Jan. 18 
Shalom Friends. Preschool music and 

movement class Features singing and 
movement to Jewish music, arts and 
crafts, storytelling and celebrating Shab
bat. Adult must accompany child, newborn 
to age 5. Jewish Community Day School 
of RI, 85 Taft Ave .. Providence; 10 - 11 
a.m. Dina Adelsky at 751-2470. 

Habonlm Celebrates Kine's legacy. 
"Martin Luther King: A Celebration and a 
Call to Activism:· Shabbat service honors 
Dr. King's life and legacy with Ruach sing
ers. Temple Habonim, 165 New Meadow 
Road, Barrington. 7:30 p.m. 245-6536 or 
templehabonim.org. 

Saturday I Jan. 19 
Beth Sholom Film Screanlne- "Re

emerging: The Jews of Nigeria" includes 
O&A with director Jeff Lieberman. 
Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 Camp 
St., Providence. 7 p.m.; $5/per person. 
621-9393. 

Sunday I Jan. 20 
The RING Ski Trip. Ski Waachusett Moun

tain. 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Lift tickel $44/per 
person. skis $26/per person; Erin Mose
ley at 421-4111, ext. 108 or emoseley@ 
shalomri.org. 

Project Shoresh Tu Bi-Sh'vat Evenl al the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
401 Elmgrove Ave .. Providence. 10:30 
a.m. - noon. Rabbi Naftali Karp al 632-
3165 or projectshoresh.com. 

Film Screaninc at Emanu-El Jeff Lieber
man. journalisl and filmmaker of "Re
Emerging: The Jews of Nigeria." answers 
questions after the film. Temple Emanu-EI, 
99 Taft Ave .. Providence; 7 p.m., Rabbi 
Elan Babchuck at 331-1616. 

Monday I Jan. 21 
Ministers Alliance MLK Brealcfut. 

Keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron. 
Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet, 60 Rhodes 
Place. Cranston. 8 a.m. Lim~ed tickels 
avail'lble, $35 per person. Marty Cooper 
al 421-4111, ext. 171 or mcooper@ 
shalomri.org. 

Healthy Eatlnc Workshop. Heallhy ealing 
options offered by J-Filness Personal 
Trainer Jodie Thompson and Alliance 
Early Childhood Center Chef Georgina 
Sarpong. Alliance JCC. 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence; 6 - 7:30 p.m. $15/per 
person. Jodie Thompson at 421-4111, 
ext.155. 

CALENDAR SUBMISSIONS 

Wednesday I Jan.23 
Am David Senior Cafe. Program: Rhode 

Island Bar Association "Ask-A-

YOUR 
CAMPAIGN 

Lawyer." Temple Am David, 
40 Gardiner St., Warwick. 
11:15 a.m. - Program; Noon 
- Lunch. $3 lunch donation 

• for 60+ and under 60 dis
abled. Elaine or Steve al 732-
0047. This localion hosts a 
meal site every weekday. 

DOLLARS Hebrew Coffea. Israeli 
MAKE A emissary Matan Graff leads 
DIFFERENCE program For people who know 

basic Hebrew. Alliance. 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 7 

p.m. Matan Graff al 421-4111. ext. 121. 

Thursday I Jan. 24 
JERI Satellite Hours. JERI Director Susan 

Adler and Assistant Director Ethan • 
Adler counsel seniors and their families, 
and Ethan offers pastoral counseling. 
Congregation B'nai Israel. 224 Prospect 
St., Woonsocket. 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Susan 
Adler at 621-5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari. 
org. 

Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club. Author 
Mark Binder shares his books and his sto
ries of Chelm. Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Tan 
Ave., Providence. 11:10 a.m. 331-1616. 

Friday I Jan. 25 
Yiddish Shmooz. Ethan Adler is the guest 

speaker. Alliance JCC, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence. 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Phyllis at 
738-8468. 

I JCC Senior Cafe. Program: 
Tu Bi-Sh'vatwith Rabbi Elan 

~ 
Babchuck. Alliance JCC 

YOUR Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove 
CAMPAIGN Ave .. Providence. Noon -
DOUARS Lunch; 12:45 p.m. - Pro-
MAKE A gram. $3 lunch donation For 
DIFFERENCE 60+ and under 60 disabled. 

Neal or Elaine at 861-8800, 
ext 107. This localion hosls a 

meal site every Wednesday and Friday. 

Tu 81--5/l'vat Seder. Event includes family 
Shabbat dinner. Temple Torat Visrael. 
1251 Middle Road, East Greenwich. 
5:30 p.m; toratyisrael.org. 885-6600 or 
Stephanie@toratyisrael.org. 

t,f/shpacbalr RJshonaJt Service. Dinner 
follows Shabbat service. Temple Emanu
EI, 99 Taft Ave .. Providence. 5:45 p.m. 
331-i616. 

Slstll'llood Shabbat Shira. Sisterhood 
women lead Shabbat service. Temple 
Habonim, 165 New Meadow Road, 
Barrington; 7:30 p.m. 245-6536 or 
templehabonim.org. 

Shabbat Shira. Agudas Achim choir pres
ents a selection of songs. Congregation 
Agudas Achim, 901 North Main St., Attle
boro, Mass.; 7:30 p.m. 508-222-2243. 

CALENDAR I 11 

Please note: Calendar items for our Feb. 15 Automotive/ Purim 
Issue must be received by Jan. 23. Calendar items for our Feb. 15 Fi
nance/ Philanthropy Issue must be received by Feb. 6: Send all calen
dar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org, subject line: "CALENDAR." 

Stanley Freedman, seated, left, Marilyn Smith and Suzanne Glucksman; Gladys Sollosy, standing, 
left, Lois Torman, Ethan Adler, Marcia Slobin, Toby Horowitz and Phil Greenberg attend a 

Dec. 17 CHAVER reunion. 

CHAVER College 
offers volunteer training 

BY SUSAN ADLER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

"It is not what one says, 
but rather what one does, 
that makes a difference in the 
world." Pirke Avot, 1:17 

PROVIDENCE - The staff 
members of both the Jewish 
Seniors Agency and Jewish 
Family Service are indebted 
to the volunteers who embody 
the organizations' missions 
to take care of those in need. 

Ethan Adler, 

' ing Helpers and 
I ~ CHAVER (Car-

! o, Visitors Empower 
Residents) coor
dinator for JSA, 
noticed that both 

vouR · agencies shared 
CAMPAIGN many of the same 
DOUARS volunteers, whose 
MAKE A sole purpose is to 
DIFFERENCE give back to the 

community. As 
such, Patty Har-

wood and Neal Drobnis of 
Jewish Family Service, and 
JSA's Ethan Adler and I col
laborated to train the two 
organizations' overlapping 
volunteers under the aegis 
of the CHAVER program; the 
volunteer training program 
is called CHAVER College. 
On Oct. 16, the first collab
orative program, the "break
fast of champions," was held 
for all the volunteers. More 
than 20 volunteers attended 
the program, which was held 
at Temple Am David in War
wick, the location of the daily 
kosher meal site. Volunteers 
shared inspirational stories 
about why they volunteer and 
how giving back to the com
munity benefits them, as well 
as those in need. • 

"I was overwhelmed by the 
commitment of all of our vol
unteers and their ability to 
give back to the community 
100 percent," said Patty Har
wood, director of older adult 

resources at JFS. 
The first of many CHAVER 

College programs will be held 
Feb. 5, at 9 a.m., at Temple Am 
David, in Warwick. 

If you are interested in vol
unteering for either or both 
of these agencies, CHAVER 
College is the right choice 
for you. This is your chance 
to embrace and bolster your 
skills as a volunteer. 

"This is an ideal opportu
nity to learn-about the many 
prospects that await poten
tial volunteers," said Ethan 
Adler. 

SUSAN ADLER is director 
of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island at JSA: sadler-jeri@ 
jsari.org. 

TO ENROLL IN the tuition
free CHAVER College: Ethan 
Adler at 621-5374 or eadler3@ 
cox.net. 

New England Rabbinical College 
holds annual dinner 

Rabbi David and Shani Schwartz to receive Pillars of Torah award 

BY MIRIAM LIPSON 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The New 
England Rabbinical College 
will host its 26th annual din
ner on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 
the Providence Hebrew Day 
School, 450 Elmgrove Ave, 
in Providence. The college's 
annual dinner, which gener
ally draws wide attendance 
both from within and outside 
Rhode Island's Orthodox Jew
ish community, begins at 4 
p.m. 

The dinner celebrates the 
accomplishments of a select 
group, of honorees - individu
als who have earned their re
spective awards because they 

CONGREGATION SHA'AREI TEFILLA 

Rabbi Dovid Schwartz 
exemplify the teaching of the 
Mishna (Pirkei Avot 1;2) and 
represent "the three pillars 
upon which the world stands" 

- Torah, acts of service and 
acts oflovingkindness. 

NERC will honor Rabbi 
Dovid and Shani Schwartz, of 
Providence, with the Pillars 
of Torah award. 

Rabbi Schwartz, rabbi of 
Congregation Sha'arei Tefilla 
in Providence, couples ideal
ism and energy with compas
sion and sensitivity for the 
members of our community 
and the Jewish community 
at large. He recently spear
headed a trip to Bayswater, 
N.Y., where he assisted the 
community in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Sandy. Rabbi 

RABBINICAL I 11 
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Saturday I Jan.26 
Scotch & Soda. Young adult social event. 

Gracie's, 194 Washington St.. Provi
dence. 331-1616. 

Sunday I Jan. 27 
Sinpn1 Tha Dream. Musical tribute 

with six Rhode Island choirs honors 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Temple 
'Emanu-El's Wayne Franklin speaks. 
Congregational Church, 300 Weybosset 
St .. Providence; 3 p.m. 331-1616. 

TI1arSharlcs Fundralser Dinner. Sup
port the Alliance JCC TigerSharks' 
swim team at kosher dinner - spaghetti, 
ice cream sundae buffet and raffles. 
JCC Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave .. 
Providence. 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.; $10/per 
adult, $5/per child. Tickets at J-Fitness. 
421-4111, 

Monday I Jan. 28 
JERI Satellite Hours. JERI Director 

Susan Adler and Assistant Director 
Ethan Adler counsel seniors and their 
families; Ethan is available for pastoral 
counseling. Sakonnet Bay Manor. 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton; 10:30 - 11:30 
a.m .. Susan Adler at 621-537 4 or 
sadler-jeri@jsari.org. 

Thursday I Jan. 31 
Arts Emanu-EI Concert Preview. 

Betsy Burleigh, Providence Singers' 
artistic director and Brett Rutherford, 
UR\ professor, discuss Haydn's "The 
Creation." Temple Emanu-EI Vestry, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence. Free and open to 
community, 7:30 p.m. 331-1616. See 
story on page 3. 

Friday I Feb. 1 
Shabbat Allve/Shabbat Chai. Interac

tive Shabbat service combines musical 
instruments with traditional and new 
melodies. Temple Emanu-EI. 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence. 5:45 p.m.; 331-1616. 

Sunday I Feb. 3 
PJ Library In South County. Congre

gation Beth David and South County 
Hebrew School partner with PJ 
Library. Toddlers (ages 2-4) and their 
families will enjoy a special book. 375 
Kingstown Rd., Narragansett; 10:30 -
11:30 a.m. Stephanie at sjmalinow@ 
gmail.com. 

Monday I Feb. 4 
Author Presentation. Tom Fields-Meyer. 

author of "Following Ezra: What One 
Father Learned About Gumby, Otters, 
Autism, and Love From His Extraor
dinary Son," will speak. Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave .. Providence; 7 p.m .. 
Free and open to the community; RSVP 
to Lynne Bell at 421-4111 or !bell@ 
shalomri.org. See story on page 8. 

Wednesday I Feb. 6 
Care JORI. Join JORI Director Ronni 

Guttin and Assistant Director Rachel 
Mersky Woda for coffee to learn about 
JORI. Camp JORI Winter Office, 401 
Elmgrove Ave. Providence. 8:30 a.m. 
Rachel at rachel@campjori.com. 

Hebrew Coffee. Israeli emissary Matan 
Graff leads program for people who 
know basic Hebrew. Jewish Alliance, 
401 Elmgrove Ave ., Providence. 7 p.m. 
Matan Graff at 421-4111. ext. 121. 

RABBINICAL annual dinner 
From Page 10 

Schwartz' empathetic nature, 
talmudic knowledge and hal
akhic expertise enrich our com
munity. In addition to regular
ly assisting her husband in his 
communal endeavors, Shani is 
an ever-ready volunteer for a 
wide variety of events. Shani 
has taken a break from her pro
fessional life as a speech thera
pist to raise her family and ded
icate her time and services for 
communal projects designed to 
benefit others. 

Heshi and Baila Kuhnreich of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, will 
be presented with the Parents 
of the Year award. Their son 
Shlomo has studied at NERC for 
many years and they developed 
a close relationship with· NERC 
and the Providence Jewish 
community. Heshi and Baila 
helped establish, and continue 
to volunteer with, the Toronto 
chapter of the internationally 
renowned HATZOLAH organi
zation, a volunteer ambulance 
corps that maintains a full-time 
staff of registered EMTs. Addi-

tionally, their home is a magnet 
for many individuals requiring 
different forms of assistance. 

NERC is geared to post-high 
school and post-graduate stu
dents pursuing Talmudic stud
ies and is New England's pre
mier institution dedicated to 
this endeavor. Students engage 
in the study of Talmud and clas
sical commentaries in their 
original text and, at the same 
time, pursue secular degrees 
from local colleges. 

Tickets to the dinner cost $65 
per person. A commemorative 
journal expressing good wishes 
and appreciation to the honor
ees will be presented at the din
ner. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
or to purchase tickets: NERC 
office at 274-1361 or cftwersky. 
nerc@gmail.com. · 

MIRIAM LIPSON is presi
dent of the Ladies Auxiliary of 
NERC: mzlipson@gmail.com. 
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An update on the lawsuit between 
Jeshuat Israel and Shearith Israel 

PROVIDENCE - The U.S. -District Court 
judge overseeing the lawsuit between a New 
York City congregation and Newport's Con
gregation Jeshuat Israel - regarding the 
Newport synagogue's intention to sell valu
able artifacts - has issued a gag order on all 
participants, which bars the parties from 
speaking with the press. 

story, the issue of who owns the finial bells 
may date to the early 1800s. As reported by 
the AP, after Newport's last Jewish resident 
left in 1822, the synagogue fell into disrepair 
and some religious items, including Torah 
scrolls and possibly the disputed finial bells, 
were transferred to Shearith Israel. 

Congregation Shearith Israel in New York 
is challenging Jeshuat Israel's rights to sell 
valuable finial bells, called rimonim, to the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, Mass. Ac
cording to press reports, Congregation Je
shuat Israel wanted to sell the finial bells to 
ensure a strong and secure endowment for 
the synagogue; the museum was willing to 
pay $4. 7 million. 

The two sides have different viewpoints 
on their relationship; the Newport congre
gation says that Shearith Israel became its 
trustee while Shearith Israel says it owns 
the synagogue, its cemetery, Torahs, the ri
monim and other objects. 

Touro reopened in the late 1800s; the New
port congregation signed a lease in 1903 to 
rent Touro from Congregation Shearith Is
rael for $1 per year, the AP reports. 

According to a Dec. 31 Associated Press 

AFULA YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Members of the Anda Youth Orchestra perform. 

Host families sought 
for Afula Youth Orchestra 

Award-winning orchestra will perform in Providence in March 

BY Avl SCHECHTER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Jew
ish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island seeks host families for 

members of the Af
ula Youth Orches-

• orchestra - teens 
. rE{i tra. The 66-person 

between the ages of 
15 and 18 - will per
form in Rhode Is
land in mid-March 

vouR for the greater 
CAMPAIGN Rhode Island Jew-
DOLLARS ish community and 
MAKE A in vario~s high 
DIFFERENCE schools; details 

about their upcom
ing performances will be an
nounced in a later issue of The 
Voice & Herald. 

The orchestra, from the Al-

liance's sister city of Afula, 
Israel, won an international 
competition in Germany in 
2006. 

The Alliance seeks families 
who are willing to provide 
suitable sleeping accommo
dations, breakfasts and, per
haps, bag lunches for two male 
or two female teens; a few 
adults also need accommoda
tions. Host families will also 
be asked to transport their 
guests to and from the Alli
ance. While some of the teens 
have dietary restrictions, ko
sher meals are not required. 

FOR MORE INFORMA
TION: Wendy Joering: 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 
421-4111, ext. 169. 

AVI SCHECHTER, a senior 
at Maimonides High School in 
Brookline, Mass., is an intern 
with -the Alliance's depart
ment of education: avisports@ 
yahoo.com. 

Visit our 
web site: 

jvhri.org 

.. 
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BY SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Goldstein 
wrote this reflection, he said, af
ter reading the two-part series 
about Iranian Jews by Naomi 
Lipsky (See "Iranian Jews lived 
comfortably ... " in the Nov. 23 
issue and "A relatively placid 
situation for Iranian Jews ... " in 
the Dec. 7 issue, or visitjvhri.org 
and search for "Iranian Jews.") 

WARWICK - One of the ad
vantages of being a professor 
at Brown University was a sab
batical every seventh year and 
the ability to travel worldwide · 
in connection with research. In 
1968-69, my family and I lived 
in Thailand, where I served as 
advisor to a university research 
project. We took the opportu
nity to book our trip on Pan Am 
flights 1 and 2, which offered 
around-the-world tickets with 
unlimited stops. Among our 
stops on our way home in 1969 
was Iran, which was then still 
under the rule of the Shah, Mo
hammad Reza Pahlavi. 

The five of us (my wife Alice, 
our children Beth, David and 
Brenda, then 14, 12 and 10, re
spectively, and I) spent several 
days exploring Teheran before 
traveling 200 miles south to 
Isfahan. Isfahan was famous 
for its beautiful mosques and 
intriguing bazaars. While ex
ploring one of the bazaars, we 
stopped to admire the display of 
round trays with their intricate 
patterns of birds and flowers 

WORLD 
www.jvhri.org 

Einstein in Iran 
Jews of Jfsahan, Iran led somewhat sheltered lives 

WIKIMEDI A COMMONS 

A current image of a music room in lfsahan, Iran 

wrought in tin and copper. Beth 
was attracted to a number of the 
smaller trays because they had 
inscriptions in Hebrew around 
their edges. Using her Hebrew 
school training, she managed to 
read most of the inscriptions. 

As we were walking out of the 
bazaar toward our hotel, we no
ticed a man who appeared to be 
following us. Aware of the tense 
political situation in Iran at the 
time, Alice and I were concerned 
for our security and wondered 
what the man's intentions were. 
We all increased our pace, but 
the man caught up with us just 
as. we came within sight of our 

hotel. The Iranian approached 
and asked us, in English, wheth
er we were Jewish. 

This increased our anxiety 
even more, since we knew that 
Iranian Jews at that time were 
being discriminated against by 
the regime and that most had 
fled the country. Yet, we saw no 
reason to lie, and replied, "Yes, 
we'te Jewish." · 

He then indicated t)lat he, too, 
was Jewish, thtis greatly reliev
ing our anxiety. 

Our new acquaintance went 
on to explain that he had noticed 
us in the bazaar, had seen that 
our daughter was able to read 

RACIALLY DIVERSE 

CHILD-CENTERED 

open house 
Thursday 
January 24 
9-11 am 

www.gordonschool.org 

Nursery to eighth grade 

East Providence, RI 

401-434-3833 

Hebrew and concluded that we 
must be Jews. He volunteered 
that he and his parents lived in 
Isfahan, and that his four broth
ers had already escaped to Is
rael. The Jewish population of 
Isfahan then numbered only 
2,700. His parents did not want 
to emigrate because of their ad
vanced ages and because Iran's 
policy would not allow them to 
take their assets out of the coun
try. They were therefore very 
concerned that it would be too 
difficult to adjust to life in Israel. 
He, their son, had stayed behind 
to look after his parents. 

Our new · friend went on to 
explain that his family was de
scended from the Jews of an
cient Israel who had been taken 
into exile in Babylonia after the 
destruction of the first Temple 
in 586 BCE'. His family, among 
many, had remained in Babylo
nia even when King Cyrus al
lowed Jews to return to Jerusa
lem. This family had thus been 
living in Persia (Iran) for some 
two millennia. 

Our friend was eager for us to 
meet his parents; after hearing 
his story, we were convinced 
that he was legitimate. We, in 
turn, thought it would be a very 
interesting experience for all of 
us to meet his parents. We ar
ranged to meet in front of the 
hotel that afternoon. He arrived 
promptly at 2 p.m. and indicated 
that it was only a short walk to 
his parents' home. The path led 
through an older section of the 
city, through narrow alleys bor
dered by the stucco walls of one
story houses. Occasionally, we 
could see others walking along, 
dressed in loose smocks and 
pantaloons or covered entirely 
in burkas. We felt transported 
back to the time of Abraham! 

The gate to his home led to a 
small courtyard, bare, save for 
a small, leafless tree. Tied to 
the tree was a goat - which, we 
learned - would be slaughtered 
the next morning to provide 
meat for the Sabbath meals. 
From the courtyard, we were led 
directly into the living room of 

JANUARY 18, 2013 

the main house, where his par
ents were waiting for us. Both 
looked to be in their 70s and 
spoke only Persian and Hebrew. 
So their son served as translator 
for us. 

They expressed their delight 
at our visit and seemed· eager 
to learn about the Jewish com
munity in the United States. 
The father had been a Hebrew 
teacher in the local Jewish com
munity and served as the Sham
mas (sexton) of the small syna
gogue nearby. In his role, he 
was particularly interested in 
the structure of the American 
Jewish community and in our 
own congregation. He asked us 
whether, in America, there were 
more than five Torah scrolls, 
which was the number they had 
in his own synagogue. Imagine 
his surprise when he learned 
that our own small congrega
tion owned a half-dozen Torah 
scrolls! They had no idea how 
large and diverse the Ameri
can Jewish community was and 
were surprised when we told 
them it numbered more than 5 
million people. 

Quite clearly, living in the 
small Jewish community of 
Isfahan had given this family 
little insight into what was go
ing on in the larger world out
side Iran. Yet, ironically, the 
large portrait that hung on their 
living room w:ill was of Albert 
Einstein! When we asked why 
he held such a place of honor, 
they indicated that Einstein was 
their Jewish hero. 

On our way back to our hotel, 
· our guide/friend suggested we 
stop to see his synagogue. This 
small, simple room in an anony
mous looking adobe structure 
contained one of the world's old
est, continually used mikva'ot 
(ritual baths). The 2,000-year
old structure consisted of a set 
of stone steps leading down to a 
small pool of well-fed water. 

In many ways, our experi
ence in Isfahan seemed to us to 
reflect the strength of Judaism. 
Here we were, in the middle 
of the 20th century, yet trans
ported to almost ancient times 
and customs as we explored this 
time-forgotten corner of Iran. 
The past remained very tangi
ble here and the strengths of its 
Jewish customs were clearly ev
ident. Yet, at the same time that 
a live goat was tethered in the 
courtyard, Einstein's picture 
graced the living room, sug
gesting that Isfahan's Jews also 
related to the present and were 
attuned to modern concerns. 

Our family was indeed fortu
nate to be able to combine our 
geographic travels with travel 
back in time to encounter in 
Iran a community that physi
cally and spiritually spanned 
two millennia. 

SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN, a re
tired Brown University profes
sor, lives in Warwick: Sidney_ 
Goldstein@brown.edu. 
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ANNUAL vigil unites faith leaders in shared commitments to address poverty 
From Page 2 

tions and ideas from the Coali
tion. 

Lt. Governor Elizabeth Rob
erts, who co-chaired the 2011 
Food Stamp Challenge that was 
sponsored by the Coalition, also 
greeted the crowd. Thanking 
all the pii.rticipants for bring
ing their advocacy to the State
house, she added, "All your 
voices and values are special." 

Among the crowd were.more 
than a dozen members of the 
General Assembly. 

dom." More than 25 members of 
the clergy - Christian, Jewish, 
Muslim, Buddhist and others -
participated in the reading. 

JONATHAN STANZLER, a 
member of the CRC and the edi
torial board of The Voice & Her
ald, is a lawyer in private prac
tice: jonstanzler@gmail.com. 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

Christelle Maisthe Innocent, 
a 16-year-old Cranston High 
School East student and a na
tive of Haiti, described her life 
of poverty before settling in 
Rhode Island, where she lives 
with her aunt and uncle. Dur
ing the last six years, she had 
moved back and forth to and 
from Haiti, living in several 
states, she said, before settling 
in Cranston in 2010. 

PHI LEIL 

A group of interfaith anti-poverty advocates march from the Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church to the Statehouse on Jan. 2. 

Need a laugh? 
Lauding her aunt and uncle, 

she explained that they had en
couraged her to join programs 
that could lead her to "get in
volved and make changes," 
such as the Rhode Island Com
munity & Justice's Youth Ac
tion Council, whose mission is 
to fight prejudice and racism. 
Now the treasurer for the Youth 
Action Council, she runs work
shops and committee meetings 
and works to get other young
sters involved' in such activi
ties. "Some p~ople let poverty 
define who they are," she said 
to the crowd, "and that's why 
they give up on life. Everyone 
deserves a chance to dream and 
to work hard and make their 

dreams real." She concluded 
with a quote from Nelson Man
dela, who said, "Overcoming 
poverty is not a task of charity, 
it is an act of justice." 

The Rev. Linda Watkins, 
associate minister at Calvary 
Baptist Church, gave the 
keynote address, in which she 
challenged Rhode Island and 
its leaders to help families and 
children who, she said, "are 
tumbling down Rhode Island's 
fiscal cliff." Our leaders, she 
said, "have forgotten why they 
were elected, which is to take 
care of all the people.'.' Fixing 
the fiscal health of the' state is 
fine, but people need help today, 
she said. 

Referring to the yearlong se
ries on Rhode Island's econ
omy, published in The Provi-

Come with' a WILLING SPIRIT. 

Leave with 

.EXPERIENCE 

CONFIDENCE 

INDEPENDENCE. 

Parent & Student 

OPEN CLASS DAY 
Wednesday, JanuafY 23 19:00 am - noon · 

RSVP to .the Admissions Office@401.438.5170 X137 

dence Journal, Rev. Watkins 
noted that conversations about 
reinventing Rhode Island have 
focused on how to attract busi
nesses, create jobs and improve 
education over the long term, 
but there's been too little con
versation about the thousands 
of Rhode Islanders who need 
help today. She challenged all 
the legislators to ask them
selves, "What will your legacy 
be? [Will it] be deeper poverty 
or recovery for all Rhode Is
landers?" 

foo\2. Neil Simon 
fynny ... 
funny 
fool2. 

JAN 23-FEB 10 
The ceremony concluded 

wtth the reading of the names 
of Rhod'e Is(and's elected lead
ers, including Governor Chafee 
and all members of the Gener
al Assembly, asking that they 
govern Rhode Island this year 
with "compassion and wis-
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Jewish Community Day School 
students enjoy wintertime weather 
JCDS pre-K students Yael, Ruben and Allison 

sled down a snowy hill in early January. 

ANDREA KATZMAN 

February is Automotive 
Buying Month! 

Advertise your Presidents Sale and 
Automotive Deals Here! 

Special Rates· Apply!! 

Tricia Steady 
421-4111, ext. 160 

tstearly@shalomri.org 

Karen Borger 
529-2538 

ksborger@gmail.com 
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Remembering Josh Stein 
Roger Williams University 

to host service of celebration 
BRISTOL - Roger Willliams 

University President Donald 
Farish and members of the 
Stein family will hold a service 
to celebrate the life and work 
of Professor Joshua Stein, who 
died Sept. 8, 2012. The service 
will be held Sunday, Feb. 10, at 
2 p.m., in the atrium of Global 
Heritage Hall (GHH) on the Rog
er Williams University campus, 
1 Old Ferry Road, Bristol. 

Stein, a former columnist for 
The Voice & Herald and long
time member of its editorial 
board, served in the univer-
sity's history department for 43 FILE PHoro 
years. Professor Josh Stein 

Open to all, the service will 
honor and remember Stein, FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
who was a beloved RWU col- Lisa Raiola: lraiola@rwu.edu. 
league, professor and friend. 

Mission to Israel: 
Pictures in real time 

Paper's website, Alliance's Facebook page 
will contain updates 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Is
land's Israel mission of Jan. 20 
- 27 will be covered - more or 
less - in "real time." 

The Voice & Herald's website, 
jvhri.org, and Facebook page, 
and the Alliance's Facebook 
page (search Facebook, Jew-

ish Alliance of Greater RI) will 
both include some up-to-date 
news on the "people, places and 
programs" of the mission! 

And future issues of The Jew
ish Voice & Herald will have 
more information about the 
mission, as well. 

JY&H offers searchable 
online PDF of the paper 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Voice & Herald online edition, 
jvhri.org, now allows readers to 
view and search the most recent 
issue of the paper in a page-turn
ing PDF file. 

Click on the link immediately 
underneath "Latest News" to 
view and browse through the 
paper's online version. We will 
begin to create an archive of past 
issues beginning with the Jan. 4, 
2013 issue. 

SCHOEN 
BOOKS 

Specia/i::, ing in unusual 
out-of-print scholarly books. 

J IJDAICA in many languages, 
THE SHOAH, R EFUGEES, ISRAEL, 

EXII. E l,ITERATURE, ART 

Email catalog on request 

Contact before visiti11g! 
413-665-0066 

ke11 @)sc/1oe11books.com 

7 Sugarloaf St. 
South Deeijield, MA 0/ 3 73 

WWW.SCHOENBOOKS.COM 

The staff at The Jewish Voice 
& Herald work diligently to con
tinue to bring you up-to-date 
news and information in a vari
ety of formats and platforms. 

Let us know what you ·would 
like to see; while we can't guar
antee we can fulfill all our read
ers' requests, we will do our best! 

NANCY KIRSCH: nkirsch@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 

• 168. 
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Consul General Shai Bazak discusses upcoming elections 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

BOSTON - Twenty-one Israe
lis living in New England were 
invited to cast their absentee 
ballots at the Israeli Consulate 
in Boston. Only those Israelis 
living outside Israel during 
elections, by virtue of their po
sitions as diplomats or military 
personnel, are entitled to vote 
by absentee ballot under Israeli 
law. 

Upcoming Israeli elections 
This reporter was invited to 

observe that absentee voting 
process; security measures 
barred photographing anyone 
but Shai Bazak, consul general 
oflsrael to New England. 

Consui General Bazak, a for
mer spokesperson for Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
offered some insights into Isra
el's parliamentary election pro
cess in a Jan. 10 interview. 

Asked whether there was any 
scenario under which Prime 
Minister Netanyahu could lose, 
Consul General Bazak was em
phatic. 

"No, it's not going to happen," 
he said. Given the Israeli sys
tem of political blocs that build 
coalitions, polling data make it 
clear that Netanyahu will be re
turned to office, he said. While 
"not impossible, no one today 
thinks anyone else [will win]," 
he said, noting that even those 
who are challenging Netanya
hu know they won't win. 

He expressed a desire that 
the coalition government that 
arises after the elections be as 
broad-based as possible. Such a 
coalition - one that represents 
as much of Israeli society as 
possible - is "better for the peo
ple and better for the country," 
he said. 

What's on the minds of most 
Israeli voters? 

"In Israel, first it's always 
about security - peace and se
curity - but we're a normal 
state so the economy and social 
issues are important to some 
people," he said. 

Israelis preferred Mitt Rom
ney to President Obama by 
more than 2 to 1, according to 
polling conducted by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and Tel 
Aviv University. Given that, 
were Israelis upset by, or disap
pointed in, the outcome of the 
U.S. presidential election? 

The consul general, his di
plomacy on display, expressed 
some sorrow that Israel got in
volved in the campaign. "We 
appreciate the friendship and 
sympathy [we receive]," he said. 
"We want it to stay; we don't 
want to be part of the American 
campaign ... [we're] happy it's 
over." 

Women at the Wall 
Our conversation turned 

to the challenges women face 
when seeking to pray at the Ko
tel, the Western Wall in Jeru-

A primer on voting in Israel 

salem. Consul General Bazak 
calls the fight to allow women 
access to prayer at the Wall 
"our cause; we continue to fight; 
our government is with us." 

He said that during his recent 
visit to Israel, he had a "very 
loud argument with a rabbi [at 
the Wall] ... I was very non-dip
lomatic." 

Expressing support for the 
Israeli government's efforts 
to implement a good solution -
one in which anyone may pray 
at the portion of the Wall by 
the Robinson Arch, he added, 
"When I am in Israel, I need to 
be the ambassador of Jewish 
Americans . . . the progressive 
Jewish community." 

Does the presence of Ameri
can-born candidates - such as 
Jeremy Gimpel with the hard
right Jewish Home faction, 
Alon Tai with the center-left 
Hatnau party and Dov Lipman 
with the centrist Yesh Atid - im
pact or affect the election? 

"No one cares, we're a nation 

"WHEN I AM in 
Israel, I need to be 
the ambassador of 
Jewish Americans." 

of olim, immigrants," said Con
sul General Bazak. Reminding 
this reporter that almost all of 
Israel's prime ministers were 
born outside Israel, he added, 
"We have olim from around the 
world." 

The 21 ballots from the Bos
ton consulate, he said, will be 
among the 4,000 absentee bal
lots that represent the votes of 
diplomats and military person
nel living outside Israel. Ballots 
are put in sealed envelopes be
fore being sent first to New York 
and then to Israel in time for the 
Jan. 22 elections, he said. 

Elections are different in Israel 
Several differences exist be

tween Israeli and American 
election processes. While the 
voting age in both nations is 
18, Israel uses paper ballots 
and Election Day is a national 
holiday. Too, American voters 
have two major parties from 
which to choose, with a hand
ful of smaller third parties that 
generally don't markedly influ
ence presidential outcomes. In 
contrast, Israeli voters can cast 
their ballot for any one of a bak
er's dozen of parties - ranging 
from the familiar Likud, Labor 
and Kadima parties to the more 
obscure Balad, Meretz and Am 
Shalem parties. 

Seventy percent of eligible 
Israelis now vote in parliamen
tary elections, he said. Though 
that's less than past turnouts of 
80 percent in Israel, it's signifi
cantly higher than the turnout 

NANCY KIRSCH 

Consul General oflsrael to New England Shai Bazak 
holds his absentee ballot in Boston. 

for American presidential elec
tions. The Center for the Study 
of the American Electorate 
put 2012 voter turnout at 57.5 
percent of all eligible voters, 
compared to 62.3 percent in 

2008 and 60.4 percent in 2004. In 
2000, the turnout rate was 54.2 
percent. 

In Israel, Consul General Ba
zak said, parliamentary elec
tions are publicly funded; while 

the "few million dollars" the 
government spends on an elec
tion isn't significant to the Is
raeli government, he called the 
expense "the price of democ
racy." 

People in Israel believe that 
Election Day is a day for "every
one to vote," he said, so it's a na
tional holiday. Individuals go
ing on the Alliance mission [the 
Alliance is leading a commu
nity mission to Israel from Jan. 
20 - Jan. 27], he said, "will see 
[election-themed] billboards; 
people will go to the beach after 
they vote." 

While the U.S. Congress es
tablished a uniform Election 
Day - though early voting is al
lowed in many states - Prime 
Minister Netanyahu called 
Election Day for a date several 
months earlier than originally 
scheduled. 

The motivation to do so, 
said Consul General Bazal{, 
stemmed from Netanyahu's 
desire to get the elections be
hind him and then address the 
tough budget issues facing Is
rael. Although Israel's economy 
is stronger than many other 
countries, he said serious cuts 
in government spending are 
needed to maintain the health 
of economy. 

What's next for him? 
The consul general, who 

has been in the position for 26 
months, said, "I'm here until 
October [2013] ... we'll see." 
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A wedding menu that transcends borders 
Satisfyingfood preferences across cultures 

B Y JOINTM EDIA N EWS 
S ERVICE (JN S.ORG) 

As borders become more 
faint, and online dating ser
vices more prevalent, many of 
us are pushed out of our respec
tive ethnic bubbles and into the 
arms of a special someone from 
a different background. 

While Jews share many cus
toms and traditions, we also 
have our share of diversity - in
cluding those who keep kosher, 
those who don't, and Ashkenazi 
and Sephardi Jews, to name a 

few. Attempt to fuse these dif
ferent customs into one wed
ding, and you'll undoubtedly 
run into conflict. Particularly 
in an area that all Jews, regard
less of background, feel quite 
passionate about: food. 

Andrew Wiener, founder and 
owner of Catering by Andrew, a 
2010 and 2011 "the knot, best of 
weddings" pick, discusses what 
families and caterers can do to 
create a menu that will leave all 
guests satisfied. 

Wiener confirms that food 
preferences across cultures dif-

fer greatly. However, this can 
stem from something as minor 
as the bride and groom being 
from different cities. In New 
York, you'll see, he said, "miles 
of chafing dishes; sometimes 
after the party is over, you can 
serve two more parties," while 
in Boston, people tend to prefer 
room for the main cou!'se. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

Sephardic and Ashkenazi 
differences are also challeng
ing. "First of all, Persians [and 
other Sephardic Jews] can't 
even tell you how many people 
are coming. In Persian culture, 
they don't RSVP, and µ a party 
starts at 6 p.m., they won't come 
until 8 p.m., but they stall all 
night long," Wiener said. "Then 
they dance like crazy and eat 

' like crazy." This eradicates the 
possibility of a sit-down dinner, 
and many Sephardic Jews adapt 
by serving buffet-style meals. 

No doubt, this is in contrast 
with the Ashkenazi trend of 
arriving on time, and eating a 
meal in separate courses. 81·00 OFF ~J,. The differences extend be
yond food; style is also impor
tant, Wiener says. "For Rus
sians," he said, "the less you 
can see the table, the more re
spectful it is." Wiener shares 
the story of a Russian client 
who requested that more food 
be put on the table. To Wiener's 
objection that there was no 
space left for the food, the client 
responded, "Just pile it on top of 
each other." 

~ 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 One of Wiener's greater chal
lenges is creating a menu for JV 

Your Team Wins With a Super Bowl Party 
by The Catering Gourmet 

STARTERS 
~ SUPER BOWL BUFFET 

Sun Dried Tomato Pasta with 
Chicken & Artichokes 

Smoke Gouda Mac & Cheese 
Caribbean Chicken with Pineapple 

Grilled Flatbreads with White Bean 
Hummus & Tapenades 
Fresh Com Tortillas with House Made Salsa 
Sweet & Spicy Wontons w/ Apncot 

Chile Dipping Sauce . . 
Too,,:,:la,with \Minn s,,.r«band Artid-d<e Dip 
House Made Cheesy Bread with Four 
Cheese & Smoked G ouda Cream 
Assorted Sandwich Platters 
H ouse Made Sushi Rolls 
Swedish or Italian Style Meatballs 
Assorted D eep Dish or Grilled P12"1.as 

and Stromboli's 
Crispy Chicken Wings 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Bnischetta 

The Catering Gourmet 
333 Strawberry Field Rd -Warwick, RI 

401-773-7925 
thecateringgourmet.net 

All prepared foods are kosher style 

,..... 
&Coconut 

4hr Braised Short Ribs 
Marinated Steak Tips with Onions 
Thai BBQBeef with Sweet 

. & Sour Vegetables 
Schezwan Seared Salmon 
Stuffed Portobello Caps 
Florentine Lasagna with White Sauce 

The Pizza Gourmet 
357 Hope St - Providence,. RI 

401 -751 -0355 
thepizzagourmetri.com 

Pick Up and Delivery Available 

Mon. - Th ur. 11 :30am - 10:00pm 
Fri. - Sat. 11 :30am - 11 :00pm 

Sun. 11 :30am - 9:00pm 

two families - one kosher and 
one not. 

So, by marrying the person 
you love, are you concerned 
that half your guests will leave 
with a frustrated palette? Wie
ner suggests the following ap
proach. 

First, keep an eye on the big 
picture. Wedding planning can 
be hard and stressful or it can 
be a lot of fun; there's really 

"[PERSIANS] 
DANCE LIKE 
crazy and eat like 
crazy." 

no reason why it has to be the 
former, he said. "My advice is 
to bring the families together 
at the table to come up with a 
common ground. Find the items 
families feel are necessary to 
serve. It's a matter of making 
sure it's a fun relationship, not 
an adversarial relationship. 
Keep the focus on the bride and 
groom, and what they want." 

Second, if one of the families 
is kosher, and the other is not, 
you're going to have to find a 
great caterer. "We do well with 
this because we make good 
food, but when you have a fam
ily that doesn't keep kosher, 

they are usually foodies and 
certain things are just limited. 
We get very good [product], but 
a lot of people are used to eating 
at 'boutiquey' restaurants. So, 
what we had to do was upgrade 
our culinary team to keep up. 
You have to be really up to 
speed." 

Third, if either the bride or 
groom comes from a family 
with specific culinary tastes, 
consider bringing in a special
ized chef. 

Finally, the "Golden Rule," 
Wiener said, is to keep the main 
course constant, but throw in 
a buffet or incorporate the dif
ferent backgrounds into the 
cocktail hour. For example, if 
it is a partially Russian wed
ding, Wiener will include some 
trays of "zakuski," or appetiz
ers. Instead of serving a plated 
dessert, he'll create a generous 
dessert buffet. 

"For Persians, it's the same 
thing; we take what they nor
mally serve at the buffets for 
dinner and serve it as an hors 
d'oeuvre. We'll make sure 
there's a lot of extra food, a lot 
of choices and then serve a sit
down dinner." 

So, rejoice in having found 
the person you love, agree with 
your family on the big-ticket 
food items, relax and enjoy 
your day. Who knows - watch
ing your relatives light up at 
the foreign-yet-delicious tastes 
might provide some added 
amusement. 

shop local 
cook american ... 

with a french soul 

a place to go, to eat, 
to see, to hang-out 

Rue De L'Espoir 
american bistro cooking 

open daily breakfast, lunch, dinner 
99 Hope St. Prov. RI 02906 
info/reservations 751-8890 

www.therue.com 
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Hearty soups are inexpensive and filling 
Home cooking can be an affordable - and nurturing - option to dining out 

NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Rhode Is
landers are blessed with an 
abundance of great restaurants 
with a wide variety of price
points and cuisines. Even so, 
there are times when making a 
batch of soup is a nurturing, al
beit occasionally time-consum
ing, labor of love. In these cold, 
dark days of winter, why not try 
one of these recipes? 

The recipes and photo are 
from The Whole Foods Kosher 
Kitchen, by Levana Kirschen
baum (published 2011 by Leva
na Cooks). 

This reporter chose recipes 
that focused on ingredients that 
many well-stocked kitchens 
would be likely to have. 

Quick black bean chocolate soup 
Just reading the words 

"quick" and "chocolate" in 
the recipe makes this reporter 
want to try this recipe. 

Ingredients for the sofrito 

½ cup olive oil 
1 large onion, quartered 
4 large cloves garlic 
4 ribs celery, peeled and cut 

into thirds 
l large red pepper, seeded and 

quartered ' 
1 bunch flat-leaf parsley, 

stems and all 
½ small bunch cilantro, 

stems cut off 

Ingredients for the soup 

6 cups good-quality canned 
black beans (2 large cans), 
drained and rinsed well 

½ cup tomato paste 
2 cups dry red wine 
3 tablespoons bottled hot 

sauce 
6 bay leaves or 1 teaspoon 

ground bay leaf 
3 quarts water 
¾ cup grated semisweet choc

olate or chocolate chips 
1-2 tablespoons ground 

cumin, to taste 

1-2 tablespoons ground orega
no, to taste 

Method for sofrito 

Heat oil in a heavy pot. In a 
food processor, coarsely grind 
onion, garlic, celery, pepper, 
parsley and cilantro. 

Add the ground mixture to 
the hot oil and saute until trans
lucent. 

Method for soup 

To the sofrito mix; add beans, 
tomato paste, wine, hot sauce, 
bay leaves and water. Bring to a 
boil; reduce heat and cook for 30 
minutes. 

Add chocolate, cumin and 
oregano and cook for 15 min
utes more. Adjust texture and 
seasonings as needed. 

Makes 12 servings. 

Chickpea soup 
Although this recipe requires 

some overnight planning - and 
an immersion blender - it looks 
intriguing. 

Ingredients 

1 pound dry chickpeas, 
soaked overnight and drained 

12 large cloves garlic 
½ cup tahini (sesame paste) 
1 large bunch cilantro, stems 

cut off 
1 large bunch flat-leaf parsley, 

leaves and stems 
6 ribs celery, peeled 
salt to taste 
2 teaspoons turmeric 
1 teaspoon ground coriander 
12 cups water 
¼ cup fresh lemon juice 
ground pepper to taste 

Method 

Bring all the ingredients ex
cept for the lemon juice and 
pepper to a boil in a wide-bot
tom pot. 

Reduce the flame to medium 
and cook covered for 2 hours. 

Add the lemon juice and pep
per. 

Cream until smooth 
with an immersion 

blender; ad
just the tex

ture and 
season-

ings as needed. 
Makes 12 ample servings. 

Moroccan lentil soup 
The author notes that .this 

recipe "costs pennies and takes 
minutes, tastes like a million 
bucks." 

Ingredients 

2 large onions, quartered 
1 large bunch flat-leaf parsley, 

stems and all 
1 bunch cilantro, discard 

tough ends of stems 
6 ribs celery, peeled 
4 cups canned crushed toma-

toes 
½ cup olive oil 
salt to taste 
3 quarts water 
2 teaspoons turmeric 
2 cups green or brown lentils 
pepper to taste 

Method 

In a food processor, coarsely 
grind the onion, parsley, cilan
tro and celery. Transfer the 
mixture to a heavy wide-bot
tom pot. 

Add all the ingredients but 
the pepper and bring to a boil. 

Reduce the flame to medium 
and cook covered for 1 hour, or 
a little longer until the lentils 
are perfectly tender and the 
soup looks thick and creamy. 

Stir in the ground pepper and 
adjust the texture and season
ings. 

Makes 12 ample ser vings. 

■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 

Ilan Barniv 
Private Chef 

Cooked in your kitchen, Kosher possible. 

401-272-2170 

l·nr Recipe, \"1,11 

\\'\\'\\'.CHI I· Ill.( '0:\1 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
BRUNCH 9AM • 2PM 

315 WATERMAN AVENUE 
EAST PROVIDENCE (FORMERLY CATTAILS) 

2paulsgoodfood. com 

LOVE. IN A CUP 

► OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

► MONDAY NIGHT 
1/2 PRICE APPS "BAA ONLY 

► NIGHnY DRINK & 
FOOD SPECIALS 

401-228-PAUL 

■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 
■ 

■ wayland sq I providence f chapel view I cranston 

www.teasandjavas.com 1 · brought to you by Alex and Ani, LLC 
■ 
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BY GERALDINE FOSTER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

January in Rhode Island is 
cold. The trees are bare, 
save for a sere leaf clinging 

to a branch here and there. 
January in Jerusalem may 

be damp or even chilly, but one 
does not really mind. Soon, the 
sun will shine on the pinkish
white blossoms that decorate the 
hills and valleys around the city. 
The almond trees are in bloom -
a gorgeous sight to behold. As 
every Israeli child knows, when 
the almond blossoms appear, Tu 
Bi-Sh'vat, the New Year of the 
trees, is near. 

It is a happy time. School chil
dren receive treats of fruits and 
nuts of the season and each class 
participates in planting a tree, 
usually in a Jewish National 
Fund forest. 

When my children attended 
Temple Beth-El religious school 
many years ago, Tu Bi-Sh'vat 
was a happy holiday, a celebra
tion. They heard the story of 
Choni Hamargil, a man of very 
advanced age who planted a 
fruit tree. When asked why he 
did so when he would not live to 
enjoy its produce or its shade, he 
replied that he did it not for his 
own pleasure but for the benefit 
of generations to come. 

My children sang about the 
blossoming almond trees and 
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REMEMBER THE PAST 

Tu Bi-Sh 'vat is here 
Plantingforests, a dime at a time 

they were treated to the fruit of 
an Israeli tree - bukser, a brown, 
dried, hard, almost inedible 
pod. It was many years before 
we knew it was the fruit of the 
carob tree and could actually be 
tasty. 

And, vicariously, my children 
and their classmates also plant
ed a tree in a JNF forest. Each 
classroom featured a large post
er of a bare-branched tree. For 
a dime, as part of Keren Ami, a 
student could purchase a leaf to 
place on a twig. When 15 leaves 
sprouted from the branches, -
the class received a certificate 
attesting to the purchase of a 
tree planted in one of the named 
forests in Israel. The certificate 
was then hung on the bulletin 
board in the classroom. It was 
their piece of Israel, duly regis
tered with JNF. 

The familiar JNF certificate, 
printed vertically with its white 
background and green trees, 
has undergone some cosmetic 
changes during the past 60 or 
so years, but has remained basi
cally the same. 

It is, however, a far cry from 
an earlier version we found in 
the RIJHA archives. The size, 
the shape and the colors are 
strikingly different. The actual 
date of issue of this certificate 
is unknown, but it most prob
ably predates the founding of 
the State of Israel. One clue is 
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RHODE ISLAND JEW ISH HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

A certificate from the Jewish National Fund tree fund 

the reference to planting a tree 
in Eretz Yisra'el, the Land of Is
rael, rather than State of Israel 
or just Israel. Other clues would 
be the illustration suggesting a 
kibbutz or early settlement, both 
of which were built on land pur
chased by JNF! Keren Kayemet 
L'Yisrael (JNF's earlier Hebrew 
name, favored by many Zionist 
groups), and the egalitarian por
trayal of the halutzim, the early 
settlers. One is working the soil, 
the other planting a sapling. 
After 1948, they were no longer 

used as symbols or emblems of a 
new, modern state. 

There is one other bit of JNF 
ephemera from the archives. A 
concert for the benefit of Jewish 
National Fund was held aboard 
the M.V. Vulcania on May 21, 
1933. The Vulcania was a cruise 
ship owned by Fratelli Cosu
lich, then a well-known Italian 
cruise line whose ships traveled 
between Mediterranean ports 
and New York. There is no other 
information available about this 
event. A JNF cruise? Where to 

or where from? Who was the 
lucky person on that cruise? 'Tis 
a mystery. 

GERALDINE FOSTER is a 
past president of the Rhode Is
land Jewish Historical Associa
tion. 

TO COMMENT ABOUT this 
or any Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association article, 
email info@rijha.org. 

What is it about a child lighting the Hanukkah candles? 
It's such a simple act, yet such a powerful example of Jewish 
tradition passing from one generation to the next. 
A bequest to the Jewish Alliance is one of the most 
important charitable gifts yc:iu will ever make, because it will 
ensure that our traditions endure forever. 
A gift that shines for generations. 

It takes as little as 15 minutes to change the world as you know it. If you already have a will, a quick phone call to your attorney is all you'll 
need to transform our community. For more information about legacy giving, please contact Edward Bruckner at the Jewish Federation 

Foundation at 401.421.4111 ext. 174 orebruckner@shalomri.org. A ewish All iance 
V J OF GR£ATER l'UiOO[ 1Sl11,NO 
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BY TERRI HASSELER 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - I was 14, and 
I was absolutely, head-over
heels in love. I had never seen 
anyone like him before - huge 
brown eyes, thick brown hair, 
tall and athletic, with a quirky, 
yet charming smile. We met ev
ery Sunday, and every part of 
me tingled when I saw him. It 
was almost painful how much I 
adored him. We'd get married. 
I'd wear a beautiful long, white 
dress and a quartet would play 
the wedding march. We'd have 
several homes, drive nice cars, 
plan perfect holidays. I would 
come home to him each night 
after I worked all day as a high
powered corporate lawyer and 
he would wait for me each week 
after he was done on the train
ing field. 

His name was David White
hurst; he was the quarterback 
for the Green Bay Packers and I 
knew he was the one for me. 

I know I was the perfect ver
sion of the teenage romantic, 
but what 14-year-old isn't? What 
14-year-old, or 20-year-old or 
whatever age can hope to es
cape the commercially driven 
notion of love in American cul
ture? Media fixates us on this 
idea, in romantic comedies and 
dramas, in advertisements and 
in merchandizing. In the mov
ies, one would say to the other, 
"You complete me" or "Love 
conquers all" or "It is better to 
have loved and lost than to have 
never loved." In the store, we'd 
buy the diamond, the roses or 
the heart-shaped necklace. Love 
has been reduced to cliche and 
commodity. 

We live the idea of love in very 
material and often extremely 
capitalistic ways - in weddings, 
showers, rings, bands, dresses, 
tuxes. When people spend more 
on a wedding than they do on 
a house or a college education, 
we might wonder about how we 
have prioritized our values. 

Of course, none of us would 
dispute the fact that weddings 
are wildly expensive and, I 
might add, overrated and often 
terribly disappointing. Watch 
any episode of "Bridezillas" or 
"Say Yes to the Dress" or any of 
a dozen other cable programs 
on weddings and you will see 
unhappy brides and grooms 
and, especially, mothers of the 
brides. In the broader American 
culture, a wedding has become a 
performance, a boxing match, a 
competition and a joke. 

Despite this, many people still 
long for this rite of passage. It 
functions as a r itual to repre
sent love and commitment, a le
gal passage to denote a contract 
between individuals that is rec
ognized by the state and, often, a 
spiritual act recognized by God 
and community. It is no wonder 
that many gays and lesbians, 
who have been systematically 
denied access to weddings and 
marriages, fight for the right 
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Vegas and values? 
End commercialism of marriage and embrace more meaningful values 

TERRI HASSELER 

not recognize a marriage of a 
same-sex couple. 

I turned to one friend and I 
asked, "Are you okay; does this 
make you sad?" 

My friend looked at me, smiled 
with incredible warmth and 
said, "No." 

A Vegas wedding: Ken Abrams, Terri Hasseler and "Elvis." 

A year later, we were able to 
attend their wedding celebra
tion, which took place in Mas
sachusetts. It reminded me that 
change does happen, that resis
tance can make a difference, 
that systems are not stable and 
that, sometimes, we are just 
lucky enough to live to see posi
tive change. It taught me that 
some rituals can be stripped of 
their Hollywood romanticism, 
their materialism and their per
formance; they can be whittled 
down to what matters - respect, 
affection and commitment. 

I mentally tossed out my child
hood fantasy wedding some 
time ago. That wedding dress 
and that vision just did not fit, 
although old myths die hard. 
I must admit, I have a bit of a 
crush on Aaron Rodgers (quar
terback for the Green Bay Pack
ers and last year's MVP) and I 
imagine he would look nice in a 
tux. 

to solemnize their commitment 
and their unions. 

Even as we stand on the edge 
of same-sex marriage being ac
cepted in Rhode Island, it is trou
bling how anxieties about who 
can marry whom still linger 
throughout American culture. 
Forty-six percent of Republican 
primary voters in Mississippi 
believe there should be a ban 
on interracial marriage and a 

, majority of states ban same-sex 
marriage; equal rights for all 
still has a long way to go. 

My partner Ken and I both felt 
ambivalent about the institution 
of marriage, so you can imagine 
how uncomfortable the idea of 

a wedding was. Certainly, love 
was not the question - not that 
media-driven love, but a love 
borne from respect, affection 
and, sure, he is pretty cute. But 
why legalize it and, more to the 
point, why have a wedding? 

Several years ago, we were 
married at a drive-through cha
pel in Las Vegas. It was a con
scious choice. We were already 
committed to each other. So, at 
the time, the goal was to have 
fun and to legalize our union 
(primarily for financial reasons) 
in a cost-effective way. But most
ly, we wanted to get married in 
the least solemn way we could 
find. Our politically incorrect 

"Elvis" sang a few songs, took 
a hefty tip and left. Our justice 
of the peace popped her head 
through the drive-through win
dow and shouted the vows to us 
over the noise of traffic. It was 
the most hilarious and wildly 
romantic day of my life. Two of 
our dearest friends stood by us, 
taking pictures and laughing. 
When I looked into their eyes, I 
felt love and support. 

And I felt sad because they 
could not get married. They had 
been in a committed relation
ship much longer than Ken and 
I, owned a home together, were 
part of each other's families , but 
the state of Rhode Island would 

TERRI HASSELER and her 
husband Ken Abrams live in 
Cranston. Stepmother of Dylan, 
18, and Jacob, 16, and mother of 
Joshua, 4, she is a Bryant Uni
versity professor.: thassele@ 
bryant.edu. 
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FEATURING 
PLENTIFUL FREE OFF-STREET PARKING 

FULLY HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 
LOW MINIMUMS & RENTAL FEES 

COMPLIMENTARY EVENT PLANNING 
OUTSTANDING IN-HOUSE CATERING 

LARGE SELECTION OF MENUS AVAILABLE 
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SPECIALIZING 
In 'Wedaings, 
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OUR NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF, CHRISTOPHER KURTZO, 
& FRONT OPERATIONS MANAGER . WILLIAM GRIMES 
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Christopher Kurlzo is a graduate of Johnson & 
Wales University, and has earned degrees in both the 
Culinary Arts and Food & Beverage Management. In 

addition to working in a number of fine dining 
establishments, he has a lso owned a nd operated a 

successful gourmet cafe and catering company. 

WIiiiam Grimes has been the Operations Manager at 
the historic Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet for nearly 

nineteen years. He has an excellent reputation in the 
hospitality industry. II is our privilege to have him in 

charge of our restaurant and banquet facilities. 
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'Love is a many-splendored thing' 
"Secrets to Happiness, Uplift

ing Quotes for Everyday Life," 
edited by B.C. Aronson (Ran
dom House Value Publishing, 
2008), offers these quotes on 
love: 

• "Let my heart be wise. It is 
the gods' greatest gift ." 

Euripides 

• "The heart wants what it 
wants. There's no logic." 

Woody Allen 

• "A heart is not judged by 
how much you love, but by how 
much you are loved by others." 

Noel Langley, 
Florence Riverson 

and Edgar Alan Woolf, 
"The Wizard of Oz" 

• "I love her too, but our neu
roses just don't match." 

Arthur Miller 

"Love is the most fun you can 
have without laughing." 

H.L. Mencken 

I 

H 

r.. 

"Love adds a precious seeing 
to the eye ... " 

William Shakespeare 

181 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

~ (401 ) 86 1- 1414 

www.RellableGold.com 

Nou.> in our 78th year/ 

~ RELIAB DLTD. ....... 
JEVVE: L ERS Siner 1934 
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Jacob and Maria Dwares on their wedding day 

'Love at first sight' 
Cranston boy meets Russian girl ... in Israel 

B Y B A RBA RA D WARES 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - I want to write 
about the recent wedding of my 
son Jacob and his wife Maria 
and how they met. It is truly a 
story of "love at first sight" -
and one that I think the read
ers will find interesting and 
romantic. I also hope Jacob and 
Maria win the gift card! 

Maria and Jacob came from 
two different worlds (Russia 
and Cranston, respectively), 
but they met at a kibbutz, Kib
butz Yagur in Haifa. 

Jacob told me that they saw 
one other from across the room. 
Although they were attracted 
to one other, they were too shy 
and too new to the kibbutz to 
approach each other. Within a 
day or so, they met again, and 
Maria asked Jacob to go roller
skating with her. As Jacob had 

not brought his skates from 
home, he could only run along 
beside her and chase her as she 
skated along. From that day 
forward , he continued to chase 
her and finally caught her a few 
weeks later, when she agreed to 
be Jacob's girlfriend. 

From then on, they were a 
couple, and in October 2011, 
baby Maya, named for her late 
Uncle Max, joined the fami
ly. In December 2012, they were 
married at Shalom Apartments 
in Warwick. 

They live now in Cranston 
with my husband Kevin and 
me. Thank you for letting me 
tell their story. 

BARBARA DWARES lives 
in Cranston with her husband 
Kevin, and Jacob, Maria and 
Maya Dwares: momcall@aol. 
com. 

Wise advice 
B Y D IANE CEREP 

Special to The Voice & Hera ld 

CRANSTON - I don't have 
a story for you, but I have this 
quote hanging in my kitchen: 
"In every marriage more than 
a week old, there are grounds 

for divorce. The trick is to find , 
and continue to find , grounds 
for marriage." Robert Ander
son. 

DIANE CEREP, who lives in 
Cranston, has been married 35 
years: berrycerep@cox.net. 
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CONGREGATION KAHAL KADOSH SHAARE SHALOM 

Jamaica's only remaining synagogue is Congregation Kahal Kadosh Shaare Shalom 

DEBRA RUBIN I JTA 

Community leader Ainsley Henriques at the Jewish Heritage Center 

In Jamaica, the Jewish future is in intermarriages and conversions 

BY DEBRA RUBIN 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (JTA) 
- A Caribbean mineral bath 
was her mikveh. 

Marie Reynolds used the 
living waters of Kingston's 
Rockford Mineral Baths for 
the ritual immersion required 
to complete her conversion to 
Judaism, formally becoming 
a member of one of the oldest 
J ewish communities in the 
Western Hemisphere: Jamai
can Jewry. 

The tiny, racially-mixed 
community - "200 souls," as 
Jewish community leader 
Ainsley Henriques puts it -
may well depend on J ews by 
choice like Reynolds. 

Even prior to her conversion, 
Reynolds, who had studied Ju
daism on a nd off for more than 
a decade, was a choir member 
and soloist at Congregation 
Kahal Kadosh Shaare Shalom, 
Jamaica's only synagogue. 

Once a regular churchgoer, 
Reynolds, 52, said she was 
drawn to Judaism initially by 
her desire in the late 1990s to 
have a day of rest . A visit in 
1998 to the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage - A Living Memorial 
to the Holocaust, in New York, 
gave Reynolds, a child psycho
therapist, a deep sense of con
nection to Judaism. 

"I felt like I was coming 
home," she told JTA. 

A year or two after the mu
seum visit, she discovered that 
her mother-in-law's family 
was Jewish; her husband had 
no idea. 

Given the Jewish communi
ty 's centuries-long history in 
Jamaica, it's not shocking that 
Reynolds' husband has Jewish 
roots. The 73-year-old Hen
riques, who wears the multiple 
hats of community leader, his
torian and Israel's honorary 
consul, believes that as many 
as 10 percent of Jamaicans 

Visiting Jamaica for its sand, sun, sea - and shut 

have Jewish ancestry. 
"We've sown our seeds wide 

and far," said Joseph Matalon, 
67, whose family is among Ja
maica's newer arrivals, hav
ing come to the island from 
Da mascus, Syria, in the 20th 
century. 

Matalon a lso cautions that 
there may be some racial bias 
in many Jamaican claims to 
Jewish ancestry. 

"It 's important to be white" 
or have light skin, he said of 
the residents of a country that 
is 90 percent black. "When 
they tell you that their great
great-grandfather was J ewish, 
they'r e saying they'r e white." 

Reynolds says she does not 
know if she has any Jewish 
ancestry. 

"People like success and 
like to be connected to suc
cess; I have a feeling they see-
the Jews as successful ," said 
Marilyn Delevante, 76, a r e
tired physician and author of 
"The Island of One People: An 
Account of the History of the 
Jews of Jamaica," which she 
wrote with her brother, An
thony Alberga. 

Jewish roots in Jamaica run 
deep. Some conversos - Jews 
who were forced to convert 
during the Inquisition, but 
continued to practice Judaism 
in secret - may have arrived 
on the island with Christopher 
Columbus in 1494 and during 
his later trips, according to 
Delevante's book. 

In 1577, Jews wer e free to 
live and work on the isla nd , 
but it wasn't until the British 
conquered Jamaica in 1655 
that Jews were permitted to 
practice their religion openly 
and establish a Jewish com
munity, including synagogues 
and cemeteries. 

Efforts are under way to 
catalog, clean up and restore 
13 remaining cemeteries, only 
one of which is actively used. 

Since the 17th century, J a
maica's Jews have been an in
tegral part of the country as 
merchants, doctors, lawyers, 
accountants, artists, entre
preneurs and government of
ficial s. The first synagogue, 
built in Port Royal in the mid-
1600s, was destroyed in a 1692 
earthquake that leveled much 
of the area. 

For much of the nation's his
tory, J ews have been well in
tegrated in the community at 

lar ge, and intermarriage has 
been common - despite some 
anti-Jewish sentiment in the 
early year s of British rule. 

"We're very much part of the 
community," Delevante said. 
"We're not separate, and we 
don't separate from a nyone." 

By 1849, enough Jews were 
serving in the House of As
sembly, which didn't meet on 
Yorn Kippur. When Jamaica 
achieved independence from 
Britain in 1962, its first am bas-

sador to the United States was 
a Jewish businessman and 
lawyer, Neville Ashenheim. 

A downside to the J ewish 
community's acceptance and 
integration in Jamaica is its 
dwindling numbers, exacer
bated in some year s by politi
cal uncertainty, but primarily 
blamed on the emigration of 
young Jews who study abroad 
and don't return home. At the 
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BY JACOB KAMARAS 
JNS.org 

What turns a simple coffee 
date night into the evening you 
find your life partner, or being 
a bit Jess ambitious, into a rela
tionship or even into a second 
date? On Jan. 20 I'll be getting 
married, but not too Jong ago 
I was asking myself just those 
questions. 

For those in their mid-to-late 
20s and beyond, first dates can 
feel repetitive and mind-numb
ing - same food, same conversa
tion, same result. They often feel 
like job interviews. Accustomed 
to the comfort of "friends first" 
relationships from high school, 
summer camp or college, we're 
suddenly dating strangers. As 
my fiancee Megan puts it, we feel 
"stranger danger." 

Being a single young adult, 
in my estimation, is even more 
stressful in the Orthodox Jewish 
community, where your friends 
have often already gotten mar
ried while you were in college 
and are now perhaps even hav
ing kids - but you're still having 
coffee. You feel a few steps be
hind in life and self-doubt settles 
in. "What's wrong with me? Why 
can't I settle down?" 

Looking through my cell 
phone contacts, it seems that I 
went on dates with around 20 to 
25 people before meeting Megan. 
I have some typical first-date 
"horror stories" - we all do - but 
for me, it was more an issue of 
boredom than trauma. 

WEDDINGS 
www.jvhri.org 

Coffee date chronicles 
The path to a Jewish wedding 

Worst of all was the dreaded 
pre-date phone call - even more 
superficial than the date itself. 
That was actually by design, 
as my strategy was to limit the 
calls to five minutes and not talk 
about anything too deep, so that 
I wouldn't waste any good con
versation topics before the date 
itself. But then, ifwe get to a sec
ond date, what do we talk about? 
That seemed why I usually never 
got beyond two dates, either by 
my choosing or by hers. 

To ignite something other than 
boredom in dating life, many 
modern Orthodox 20-some
things seek out the thrills of 
the Manhattan Upper West Side 
singles "scene" (or the slightly
less-hyped Washington Heights 
scene). Meeting young people or
ganically was a challenge for me 
when I lived in largely suburban 
New Jersey for 2½ years after 
college, except on a few occasions 
I ventured out to the "scene" for 
Shabbat. Here's a taste of Simhat 
Torah on the Upper West Side, 
from a singles column I wrote 
for The Jewish State newspaper 
in 2009: 

"At Yorn Tov meals, not-so
intimate gatherings of about 
20-somethings filled apartments 
for buffet-style lunches and din
ners, with chairs arranged in 
amoeba-like formations rather 
than around circular or square 
tables. Not knowing many peo
ple beside some high school and 
college friends I hadn't kept in 
touch with, I found myself ask
ing the typical questions: 'Do 

Jacob Kamaras with his fiancee Megan Marcus 

you live around here, or are you which I dubbed "shiddukh list
visiting?'; 'What do you do for ings" (matchmaking). In Janu
a living?'; 'Where did you go to ary 2010 I entered the "L'Chaim 
college?'; 'So, who do you know Shiddukkh Booklet." This was 
at this meal?' I would've saved an annual pamphlet of Microsoft 
some trouble by preparing index Excel spreadsheets, containing 
cards with the appropriate an- lists of eligible Orthodox males 
swers to hand out to people who and females in age order. Out
asked me the same things." side of the online submission 

Sounds like a more intimidat- system, local mothers also con
ing version of a superficial first duct actual "shiddukh meetings" 
date, doesn't it? - group discussions on single 

As a Brooklyn native, I was people in the community - after 
also part of some old-school which similar Excel sheets are 
matchmaking. My mother tells compiled. 
me about a single girl in the com- Besides the listings, I even had 
munity she discovered from one a "shiddukh resume" - in the 
of her friends. I tell my mother same format as a professional 
I'd be willing to go on a date. My resume, with references. 
mother gets her friend to ask These old-school tactics didn't 
the girl to approve me. I pick up work for me, as most of the other 
the phone for the pre-date call. singles using them were not as 
Rinse, wash, repeat. "modern" Orthodox as I am. So, 

There were more sophisticat- after several years of resistance, 
ed matchmaking tactics, one of I agreed to go the online dating 

route, which I had shunned be
fore because I thought it would 

~ Monday 12 to 6:00 Tue & Fri 10:00 - 6:00 
be even more impersonal than 
the coffee shop circuit. But my 
mother the matchmaker became 
a volunteer for SawYouAtSinai. 
com (SYAS) - a dating site main-

~ Wed & Thurs 10:00 - 8:00 
:,: Saturday 9:30 to 5:00 Sunday 1 :00- 5:00 
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ly for the Orthodox community 
in which you are set up by vir
tual matchmakers. 

Low and behold, my first date 
through SYAS - set up by my 
mother herself - was with Me
gan, my wife-to-be. Our first 
date was mundane, like many 
I had previously been on, but 
the second time was the charm. 
When I arrived home from the 
date, I had finally answered that 
burning question: "What turns a 
simple cup of coffee, or a dinner, 
into the night you find your life 
partner?" 

At one point during that sec
ond date, I simply committed 
to breaking the mold that had 
haunted me for years, and en
gaged in serious conversation 
- revealing myself, rather than 
going through those typical "in
terview" questions. It helped, of 
course, that Megan came with 
me on that journey and initiated 
much of the deep conversation 
herself. We even talked about 
spirituality, which was unheard 
of for me on an early date. 

About seven months after that 
date, we were engaged. I suppose 
the old cliche is actually true: 
"When you know, you know." 

Now that I've "graduated" 
from the Jewish single life, I'd 
encourage singles to be fully 
aware that the dating process 
can be arduous, but at the same 
time to embrace that process. To 
use another cliche, there's "light 
at the end of the tunnel," and 
the darkness of the tunnel itself 
builds within you the character 
to get out. 

JACOB KAMARAS is editor
in-chief of JNS.org. He dedicates 
this story to Megan Marcus, and 
his mother, Ellen Kamaras, who 
made the match. 
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Mickey and Ruth Ackerman celebrate Ruth's 85th birthday 
in December 2011 . 

Long-married couple 
offers cogent advice 

Strong marriage, strong parents 
BY MICKEY AND RUTH 

ACKERMAN 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

WARWICK - Here are our five 
top pieces of advice about mar
riage: 

• If you get angry, you have to 
make up before you go to bed 
at night. It's very important to 
never go to bed mad at the other 
person. 

• You should listen to the other 
person's opinion when there is a 
question or a disagreement. 

• You should kiss your spouse 
good night and say "I love you" 
every night. 

• You cannot insult each other 
- be respectful to each other. 

• Love each other. Mickey said, 
"A day never goes by where I do 
not tell her I love her - I always 
give her kisses. You need to ex
press your love. If you really 

want your marriage to be good, 
you say so." 

And our advice about chil
dren: 

• If the mother gives a punish
ment, the father must agree and 
vice versa. They cannot say dif
ferent things; they need to agree 
on a punishment. 

• Teach your children how to 
respect their parents. It is im
portant for them to feel the par
ents run the household. 

• Children should understand 
that parents are not only friends 
to them but they are there to do 
what is right for them. 

MICKEY AND RUTH ACK
ERMAN have been married 
65 years. They are the grand
parents of Wendy Joering who 
is the Jewish community con
cierge at the Alliance. 

Erick Brown 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Weddings and Portraits 

"You're going to look great!" 
401-440-2361 ErickBrown.com 
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JEWISH roots in Jamaica run deep 
From Page 21 

community's peak in 1881, 
Jews comprised 4.5 percent 
of Jamaica's population of 
580,000 (17.5 percent of the 
white population), according 
to Delevante's book. Today, 
Jews represent a micro-frac
tion of2.6 million Jamaicans. 

The community has no mo
hel, no mikveh and no place 
to buy kosher meat. The last 
bar mitzvah ceremony for a 
Jewish child living in Jamai
ca was more than a year ago; 
most bar and bat mitzvah 
ceremonies are for children 
of former residents returning 
for the celebration or those 
who have chose!\ a "destina
tion" bar or bat mitzvah cer
emony. The same is true for 
wedding ceremonies. 

Hillel Academy, a prep 
school with 20 or so Jews in 
a student population of 650 to 
700, was founded, and is run 
by, the Jewish community; 
other than closing for Jew
ish holidays, it doesn 't have 
much Jewish character. It 's 
more of a symbol of the Jew
ish community's focus on ed
ucation nationwide. 

"We have felt obliged to do 
as much as we can for this 
country because this country 
has been very good to us," De
levante said. 

Last year, Shaare Shalom 
1 hiredcits first full-time rabbi 

in more than three decades, 
Dana Evan Kaplan. 

"The need for a rabbi was 
really to pull the congrega
tion together and increase 
the knowledge and aware
ness of Judaism in the com
munity after being without 
this level of leadership for so 
many years," said Stephen 
Henriques, 51, a synagogue 

"WE'VE 
SOWN OUR 
seeds wide and 
far." · 

vice president who was re
sponsible for much of the re
ligious leadership before the 
rabbi's arrival. 

Stephen Henriques, Ains
ley Henriques and Delevante, 
whose mother was an Hen
riques, are cousins, although 
Stephen Henriques assures 
me that, while many in the 
synagogue can trace their 
roots to a small group of ear
ly Sephardic families , not ev
eryone is related! 

Among the cousins, Del
evante, who says she is prob-
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ably the only Jew in Jamaica 
to keep kosher, appears most 
worried about the future of 
Jamaican Jewry. 

Despite the high intermar
riage rate, however, most 
children of intermarriage 
are raised as Jews, and there 
continue to be conversions. 
That, community members 
say, is what will keep Jamai
can Jewry going. 

"We are doing well and 
plan on growing," said Rab
bi Kaplan , who oversaw the 
completion of 18 conversions 
in his first year as rabbi. He 
credits conversion as "one 
factor in our vitality, but not 
the only one." 

Reynolds, too , is optimistic. 
She says the community's fu
ture will depend on Jews who 
feel obligated to help main
tain the community's heri
tage, Jamaicans who grew 
up as Christians but return 
to their family's Jewish roots 
and converts like herself. 

"All these will contribute to 
the maintenance of a Jewish 
community," she said. "We 
will be part of keeping the 
community alive." 

DEBRA RUBIN traveled to 
Jamaica on a Jewish heritage 
media trip as a guest of the 
Jamaica Tourist Board. 

Sara Zarrella Photography 
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ESTA AND PAUL AVEDISIAN 

Esta and Paul Avedisian 

A 45-year-old love story 
Marriage license glitches 

don't disrupt lifelong happiness 

BY ESTA RABINOWITZ 
AVEDISIAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - Paul and I 
will be married 45 years this 
April. When we met, Paul, a 
resident of Pawtucket, worked 
in Seekonk, Mass. I was from 
Providence and worked in East 
Providence. 

The week before we got mar
ried, we decided that it was easi
est for us to get our marriage li
cense in Pawtucket - it offered 
easier parking and less traffic 
and it was on the way to both 
our workplaces. 

We went to City Hall, got our 
marriage licenses and then 
went back to our respective · 
jobs. We got married the Sun
day of that same week in Provi
dence; Judge Jacob· Alprin per
formed the simple ceremony 
with 28 people in attendance. 
It was April 28, and Paul was 
28-years-old. 

We left the following day for 
Washington, D.C. The weather 
was beautiful. We arrived home 
to find out that our marriage li
cense was not truly valid. The 
license had to be issued by the 
same city in which we were 
married, especially for a civil 
ceremony. In essence, Paul and 
I were not legally married. 

It turned out that the mar
riage was made legal simply by 
having the judge and the wit
nesses sign the new license. We 
still chuckle at the thought of 
the week of our illicit honey
moon. Although we had the 
opportunity to change our an
niversary date to the date of the 
legal license, we didn't. We cel
ebrate our anniversary date of 

April 28, which also happens to 
be my birthday. 

Paul, who is not Jewish and 
did not convert, and I belonged 
to Torat Yisrael, then in Cran
ston. We had the most wonder
ful rabbi, Rabbi Gerald Zeler
meyer. He was so impressed 
with how Paul and I handled 
the religious aspect of our mar
riage that he gave our names 
to the Providence Journal for a 
story about interfaith marriag
es. The story, titled "Interfaith 
marriage: When Jew marries 
gentile, their future may hold 
special and difficult questions," 
was in the Saturday, April 30, 
1983 Providence Journal-Bulle
tin's "Face ofReligion" section, 

We were married about 15 
years at the time. Our oldest 
son David had just become bar 
mitzvah; it was my wonderful 
husband who worked most with 
David on his Hebrew prepara
tions and practice. Before the 
ceremony, Paul asked Rabbi 
Zelermeyer if he could wear a 
tallit. 

Rabbi Zelermeyer told Paul 
that, while it wouldn't mean 
anything religiously, it would 
be a wonderful, respectful ges
ture. Paul wore the tallit. 

David thought so much of 
Rabbi Zelermeyer that he want
ed him to perform his marriage 
ceremony 11 years ago; unfor
tunately he had other commit
ments and couldn't conduct the 
ceremony. 

Paul and I will be married 45 
years this April 28. 

ESTA RABINOWITZ AVEDI
SIAN lives in Cranston with 
her husband Paul: ave26@ veri
zon.net. 
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Jewish groups prepared as Supreme Court 
considers same-sex marriage 

Jewish movements not all aligned on issue 

BY RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - With 
public acceptance of same
sex marriage growing, liberal 
Jewish groups are hoping the 
U.S. Supreme Court will strike 
down the Defense of Marriage 
Act that they have long op
posed. 

The Supreme Court has 
agreed to hear two cases re
lated to same-sex marriage: an 
appeal of a federal court ruling 
that struck down a California 
ballot initiative banning same
sex marriage and one of the fed
eral court rulings invalidating 
provisions of the act, known as 
DOMA, which prevented fed
eral recognition of same-sex 
unions. 

Since DOMA was passed in 
1996, Jewish groups such as the 
Religious Action Center of Re
form Judaism and the National 
Council of Jewish Women have 
been among the liberal reli
gious groups arguing against 
its provisions. At the time, 
they were pushing against the 
widespread perception that re
ligious groups almost by defini
tion were opposed to same-sex 

marriage. 
That is no longer the case, 

said Rabbi David Saperstein, 
the Religious Action Center's 
director and a witness dur
ing congressional hearings on 
DOMA. 

"There is an increasing re
ligious consciousness across 
an ever-wider spectrum that 
providing legal protection and 
religious sanctification to two 
people who want to create their 
lives together reflects our high
est values," Saperstein told 
JTA. 

Saperstein said the RAC was 
planning to file or sign onto 
an amicus brief in support of 
same-sex marriage. 

Sammie Moshenberg, Wash
ington director of the National 
Council of Jewish Women, said 
that recent victories for same
sex marriage in state referenda 
vindicate NCJW's activism 
against DOMA. 

"We saw in the last election 
popular support for marriage 
equality, with wins in Maine, 
Maryland and Washington, and 
voters in Minnesota rejected" a 
law that would have entrenched 
the ban on gay marriage in that 

state, she said. "We've seen tre
mendous popular support, and 
we see it's growing." 

Orthodox groups, active also 
during the 1996 congressional 
hearings before the passage of 
DOMA, are considering amicus 
briefs since the Supreme Court 

fringing upon their religious 
liberties. 

"We do plan to file and let our 
views be known in reference 
to DOMA and Proposition 8," 
the California referendum that 
banned same-sex marriage and 
that was overturned by a fed-

eral appeals 

"PROVIDING ... RELIGIOUS 
SANCTIFICATION to two 

court in Jan
uary, said 
Abba Cohen, 
who directs 
the Wash
ington office 
of Agudath 
Israel of 
America. 
"We don't 
k n o w 

people who want to create 
their lives together reflects our 
highest values." whether 

we'll file on 
our own or 
with others 

agreed to consider the two cas
es. 

Orthodox groups have op
posed same-sex marriage, 
maintaining that marriage 
should be defined as union be
tween a man and a woman. 
They also have expressed the 
concern that the push for same
sex marriage will end up in-

- it's too early for us to make 
that decision." 

The Orthodox Union was 
still considering whether to 
file , said Nathan Diament, the 
group's executive director for 
public policy. 

An array of liberal Jewish 
groups, including the Anti-Def
amation League, NCJW, Hadas-

sah, Bend the Arc and a num
ber of Reform and Conservative 
bodies had joined in an amicus 
brief filed for the lower court 
appeal of the DOMA case, U.S. 
v. Windsor, in which the widow 
of a New York woman is appeal
ing the taxes levied on her late 
wife's estate that would have 
been exempted had she been 
married to a man. 

Now that the Supreme Court 
is considering the cases, the 
groups and others are consid
ering whether to join others in 
amicus briefs or file indepen
dently. 

Marc Stern, associate general 
counsel for the American Jew, 
ish Committee, said his · group 
would file a brief backing same
sex marriage but cautioning 
against a ruling that would be 
too sweeping and compromise 
the rights of religious institu
tions that oppose it. 

"You could imagine theories 
that would lead to that result 
that would preclude the pos
sibility of protection of reli
gious institutions," he said. 

SEE "TIME FOR EQUAL
ITY?" on page 1. 

Interfaith couple grounded 
in respective religious traditions 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#l Gammons Team Jewish father and Catholic mother raise son in the Jewish faith 

BY REBECCA PAZIENZA 
BROMBERG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - My husband 
Scott and I focus on respect 
in our marriage - respect for 
one another, our similarities 
and our differences of opin
ions and views. I am a lifelong 
Catholic and he is of the Jewish 
faith. We had a long discussion 
about religion about two weeks 
after we began dating. I know 
that sounds hasty, but it was 

important to both of us to have 
the conversation and make sure 
we were on the same page or we 
would have to part ways. We 
see many commonalities in our 
faiths - ethical and moral is
sues, rules and structure. 

Neither of us will convert. If 
people are strong in their 
faith, how could they, and why 
should they, change their con
victions? We were married by 
a justice of the peace and cel
ebrated traditions from both 
faiths within our ceremony 

The economy has begun to perk up, how about you? 
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and reception. We now have 
a little boy who we are raising 
in the Jewish faith, but we cel
ebrate both religions and faiths 
as acceptance of and respect 
for others is so important. It 
is also important to us that 
our son has religion and faith 
to ground him as he grows. 

REBECCA PAZIENZA 
BROMBERG lives in Provi
dence with her husband and 
their son: rpazienza@cox.net. 

• Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
J Gammons Realty 

Exceeding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

Ii> E-mail: carols 1949@gmail.com 
e 2005, An independently owned and opera1ed member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates. Inc. 

Prudential is a service man: of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Equal HousingOpporturiity 

TACEO 
(taking care of each other) 

Camp JORI 
totally yours. 

Worden's Pond• Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjort@gmail.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 -463-3170 



26 THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD WEDDINGS JANUARY 18, 2013 
www.jvhri.org 

FEELING lucky to have loving family's support during periods of grief 
From Page 1 

tation beckoned, I refused. 
With our schools only 15 min
utes apart, our continuous 
dating during my freshman 
year was easy. He graduated 
that following spring, accept
ed a position with a large ac
counting firm and started to 
study for the CPA exam. 

David Sondler and I were en
gaged my sophomore year and 
married six weeks after grad
uation. I had enough credits 
by my senior year to assume a 
part-time position at a health 
insurance company in Rhode 
Island. As the semester end
ed, I was offered a full-time 
position. Perfect. We played 
house, at first in an apartment 
and then in our starter home, 
a sweet three-bedroom cape, 
perfect for raising a child or 
two. Mom helped us deco
rate, and she and my husband 
- sharing a passion for an
tiquing - added a few goodies 
along the way. He passed the 
CPA exam and began conduct-

ing out-of-town audits. 
Two years later, a wonder

ful job opportunity for my 
husband emerged. It meant 
commuting to Connecticut, a 
challenge he readily accept
·ed. We learned we were preg
nant shortly thereafter and as 
waves of morning sickness be
came routine for me and Con
necticut overnights routine 
for him, it was clear a move 
was imminent. I gave notice 
and we put our house on the 
market. 

That spring was interesting. 
Riding with realtors as I bat
tled nausea gave new defini
tion to customer satisfaction. 
Affordable homes were scarce 
but we settled on a split-level 
that needed cosmetics only. As 
stinky, oil-based paint created 
a neutral palette, I sat outside 
submerged in a "Dukes of 
Hazzard" pool to escape toxic 
fumes. I also consumed ice 
cream, often twice a day. 

Meredith, supremely pink 
and healthy, was born on a 
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late summer's eve at Hartford 
Hospital. Both sets of Rhode 
Island-based grandparents 
ran to greet her. She was the 
second grandchild on my side 
of the family and the first girl 
born in my in-laws' family 
in more than 35 years. Af
ter raising three boys, they 
were elated. Luckily, since 
both my parents were born 

"TO HAVE 
BEEN enveloped 
by family in the 
darkest of days is 
a gift I treasure to 
this day." 

in West Hartford, I had many 
relatives to visit. Days were 
spent pushing Meredith in the 
carriage, acclimating to the 
rhythm of suburbia as a new 
mother. 

As Meredith turned 
3-months-old, my husband 
was diagnosed with Hodgkin's 
disease. Compared to the pro
posed alternative diagnoses , 
Hodgkin's disease was opti
mal. 

"Ninety-five percent cur
able," said the doctors. 

Conventional chemotherapy 
ensued and remission thank
fully followed. In between 
work, doctor visits, tests and 
treatments, we played with 
Meredith who, at this point, 
had a touch of colic and days 
and nights reversed. We were 

all exhausted. Meme (my 
mother) and Nana (my moth
er-in-law) took turns visiting, 
as did aunts and uncles, put
ting their worlds on hold to 
provide childcare, love, sup
port and respite from the hor
ror show that had unfolded. 

Because of the late-stage di
agnosis, remission was short
lived. An immediate consult 
at Beth Israel Hospital in 
Boston defined the next treat
ment phase: an autologous 
bone marrow transplant, then 
isolation for four weeks with 
Boston-based recovery. In an 
instant, we closed our home 
in Connecticut, moved into an 
apartment on hospital row in 
Brookline and resumed treat
ment. Teams of family mem
bers ensured this happened 
swiftly and seamlessly. Some 
watched Meredith while oth
ers packed and directed mov
ers. Some sat in the hospital 
during pretesting while oth
ers cooked meals . 

With the transplant came 
ma ndatory isolation. In two
week intervals, my mother and 
mother-in-law moved in with 
Meredith and me. It afforded 
me the luxury of being with 
him by day and interrogating 
teams of rotating physicians. 
With precision, my sister re
lieved me from hospital duty 
at the end of her workday so 
I could run home to have din
ner with my daughter. With 
precision, my sister tucked in 
her beloved brother-in-law for 
the night and descended upon 
the apartment for comfort and 
play with her niece. 

I remember the call an
nouncing his remission. Could 
it be this time? How would we 
all deal with the testing in 
three-month increments, the 
uncertainty hovering? When 
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would it be safe to move back 
home to West Hartford, away 
from the team? The luxury 
of even asking these ques
tions was fleeting. Days later, 
health deteriorating and one 
last clinical trial posed, say
ing no to treatment was not an 
option. 

He passed the day after 
Thanksgiving, one day af
ter dear family friends rang 
the doorbell with a complete 
homemade Thanksgiving din
ner in hand, intuiting that, as 
others were giving thanks, 
he and we were struggling 
with despair. Doctors were 
shocked that he deteriorated 
so quickly. They, too, were 
banking on a newly turned 
29-year-old, loving son, broth
er, husband and father finding 
a window of health, desperate
ly wanting to honor his sole 
birthday wish to see 30 years 
of age. 

Twenty-seven years have 
passed. And, while the trag
edy of a life shortened will 
always resonate, I still con
sider myself lucky. To have a 
daughter as his legacy reigns 
supreme. To have been envel
oped by family in the darkest 
of days is a gift I treasure to 
this day. 

My sister has a saying that 
people do what they can. As 
most of us know, just because 
someone can do something, 
doesn't mean they will. In my 
case, and in my family, it is a 
given. I am so lucky. 

SUSAN BAZAR joyfully re
married years later. She and 
her husband David Bazar live 
in East Greenwich and are the 
proud parents of daughters 
Meredith, Caroline and Alex
andra: susan.bazarl2@gmail. 
com. 
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Pre-wedding styling blunders 
don't derail ceremony or marriage 

Aim for a professional haircut before the wedding ceremony 
BY NINA ROOKS CAST 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

HOPE VALLEY - The night 
before my Aug. 24, 1997 wed
ding, I decided to henna my 
hair, but didn't wear the plastic 
gloves that were recommend
ed, as I had run out of them. 
I figured that if I just washed 
my hands quickly, it would be 
fine. After the henna treat
ment, my hands were slightly 
"oompa loompa-like" and my 
fingernails were completely 
stained orange. Although a bit 
of nail polish concealed some of 
the disaster, it covered neither 
the orange sheen around my 
nails' edges nor my decidedly 
tinted palms. 

Then, my mother decided that 
my hair looked raggedy and 
I should trim it. My sister of
fered to bring her hair-clipping 
scissors to my house and do 
it for me since she cuts all her 
kids' hair. At one point during 
the trimming, she let slip an 
"oops." 

My mom had a near-heart at
tack when she saw the two-inch 
bald gap along the side of my 
head where my sister had gone 
over the area one too many 
times. 

"No worries," I said, and got 
a dark brown Sharpie marker 
and colored in my scalp. 

No one seemed the wiser! 
As I've always said, the dif-

Popping 
the 

question 
BY SAUL RICKLIN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BRISTOL - My father loved 
to tell how, wanting to borrow 
some money from my mother
to-be, he went on bended knee, 
saying, "Rose, I have a difficult 
question to ask of you." 

Before he could go any fur
ther, she said, "Yes, I will mar
ry you." 

My father Isaac Ricklin was 
born in Slutsk, Russia and my 
mother Rose Brodozky was 
born in nearby Starobin, Rus
sia. They met on the East Side 
of New York City and were 
married Aug. 20, 1910. They 
raised a family of three chil
dren in Brooklyn, N.Y. My 
mother was a homemaker and 
my father was owner of Acme 
Toy Company, a doll manufac
turer. 

SAUL RICKLIN lives in 
Bristol: shub@fullchannel. 
net. 

NINA ROOKS CAST 

Jim Cast and Nina Rooks Cast on t:J1e~~ wed.<Jing day 

ference between a good hair
cut and a bad one is just three 
weeks! 

NINA ROOKS CAST, a resi
dent of Hope Valley, teaches 
science at Mt. Pleasant High 
School in Providence: nina. 
rooks.cast@gmail.com .. 

A circa 1815 woodcut of a marriage proposal 

It is important to me to support The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. I think this is an extraordinary 
paper. I look forward to every issue. It's full of 
interesting articles and surprises! 

Ken Schoen of Schoen Books 
South Dee,jield, MA 
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Cuban Jews marry in Havana 

Cuban Jews marry 
HAVANA, Cuba - Dov Ben

Shimon, executive director, 
strategic partnerships for the 
American Jewish Joint Dis
tribution Committee (JDC) 
rep9rted that some 21 Cuban 
Jewish couples were married 

in Havana in late December 
2012. The JDC-sponsored rab
bi flew in for the ceremony. In 
an email to the Alliance, Ben
Shimon called the · ceremony 
"moving and inspiring." 
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STATE legislators anticipate an easy win in the House; the Senate may·be more challenging 
From Page 1 

riage legislation that was intro
duced on Wednesday, Jan. 3, the 
General Assembly's opening 
day. The House Judiciary Com
mittee announced on Wednes
day, Jan. 16, that it will vote 
on the bill on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 3 p.m. 

(To read a brief, first-person 
perspective on the Jan. 15 House 
Judiciary Committee hearings, 
visit jvhri.org: search "Wit
nessing democracy in action" 
by Clara Spohn, an intern with 
The Jewish Voice & Herald.) 

House Speaker Gordon Fox, 
who is openly gay, pledged ear
lier this month to bring the bill 
to a vote before the full House 
before the end of January. 

Rabbi Sarah Mack of Temple 
Beth-El, a Reform synagogue in 
Providence, was one of several 
supporters who testified before 
the Judiciary Committee ' on 
Jan. 15. People on both sides of 
the issue were in full force, ac
cording to the Providence Jour
nal, which reported that both 
Governor Chafee and General 
Treasurer Gina Raimondo tes
tified in favor of the bill. 

Rhode Island is the lone New 
England holdout - the rest of the 
region, Iowa, Maryland, New 
York, Washington and Wash
ington, D.C. - permit same-sex 
marriages. Rhode Island's civil 
union law is limited in scope, 
say same-sex marriage advo
cates. 

Will Rhode Island enact same
sex marriage legislation in 2013? 

Supporters, including those 
who spoke at the Jan. 14 press 
conference, seem optimistic 
that this is the year. 

Same-sex marriage legisla
tion, which has been introduced 
every year for the past 11 years 
by Rep. Arthur Handy (D
Cranston), has never previously 
come out of committee for a vote 
on the floor of either chamber, 
according to a Statehouse press 
release. 

Forty-two House members are 
co-sponsors of Handy's bill, in
cluding Mia Ackerman, a new 
Democratic member represent
ing Lincoln and Cumberland 
and the only Jewish member of 
the House. 

Among the 11 state senators 
co-sponsoring State Senator 
Donna Nesselbush's bill - iden
tical to Handy's H 5015 - are 
Democrats Joshua Miller of 
. Cranston and Gayle Goldin of 
Providence, currently the only 
two Jewish state senators. 

Senate President M. Teresa 
Paiva Weed, a long-time oppo
nent, has publicly stated that 
she will permit the Senate Ju
diciary Committee - with mem
bers lining up on both sides of 
the issue - to vote on the bill af
ter the House acts; Senate Judi
ciary Committee Chair Michael 
Mccaffrey of Warwick opposes 
same-sex marriage. 

Calling herself Rhode Island's 
only openly gay state sena
tor, lead sponsor Nesselbush, 
a Democrat from Pawtucket, 

· praised Paiva Weed for that 
commitment. 

"That's all we can ask for," she 
said. "I believe we'll see [pas
sage this year of same-sex mar
riage] ." 

The Catholic Diocese, which 
holds powerful sway at the 
Statehouse, and the Rhode Is
land chapter of a nonpr_ofit orga
nization, National Organization 
for Marriage, remain the most 
visible opponents. 

House action 
Larry Berman, Fox' spokes

person, anticipates swift House 
passage. As .the bi,l.l. only needs 
38 votes to pass the House; 
with 42 sponsors, Berman said, 
"It's more than enough." Given 
planned fast-track House ac
tion, there's plenty of time for 
the Senate to hold hearings and 
do what needs to be done, he 
added. 

"I am very optimistic that 
things are looking as good as 
they've ever looked this year," 
said Rabbi Peter Stein, an ae
tive member of the RI Religious 
Coalition for Marriage Equality 
(a group associated with Mar
riage Equality for Rhode Island, 
MERI, for which this reporter 
worked very briefly several 
years ago). 

"I'm not .. . deluding myself· 
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State Senator Donna Nesselbush 

that it won't be challenging ... 
but hopefully [enactment] will 
happen. I'm going to do every
thing I can - speaking, letter
writing .. . and the Religious 
Coalition is very strong; Rabbi 
Mack has done a tremendous 
amount," Rabbi Stein, of Temple 
Sinai, a Reform synagogue in 
Cranston, said. Although he's 

I 

I 
II 

"IT'S UPTO 
us to uphold 
the rights of 
anyone who is 
vulnerable." 

spoken frequently about the is
sue from the bimah, he's never 
been asked to testify at the 
Statehouse, he said. 

Jewish viewpoints: Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox 

Jewish signatories to the 
Coalition's "Declaration of Re
ligious Support for Same-Sex 
Marriage in the State of Rhode 
Island" are, as of press time: 
Rev. Ethan Adler, individually; 
Rabbi Alan Flam, Brown Uni
versity Swearer Center; Rabbi 
Leslie Y. Gutterman, Temple 
Beth-El; Rabbi Andrew Klein, 
Temple Habonim; Rabbi Amy 
Levin, Temple Torat Yisrael; 
Rabbi Mack, Temple Beth-El; 
Newport Havurah, a Reform 
Jewish group; Amy Olson, URI 
Hillel and chaplain at URI and 
Rabbi Stein. 

Although neither Rabbi 
Wayne Franklin nor Rabbi Elan 
Babchuck, of Temple Emanu-El, 
a Conservative synagogue in 
Providence, has signed the Dec
laration (as of press time), each 
indicated his support for same
sex marriage legislation. 

Rabbi Levin noted that she 
would perform a Jewish wed
ding for a same-sex couple if 
both were Jewish, based on the 
halakhic work of the Conserva
tive Movement's Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards. 

Rabbi Richard Perlman of 
Temple Am David, a Conser
vative synagogue in Warwick, 
would treat a same-sex couple 

Rabbi Peter Stein 

who wished to marry precise
ly as he would a heterosexual 
couple. "Rabbis have a respon
sibility to meet with couples ... 
we ask a few questions and we 
discuss a lot," he said. 

Rabbi Barry Dolinger of Con
gregation Beth Sholom, an Or
thodox shul in Providence, ac
knowledged that the issue has 
challenged him as an Orthodox 
rabbi. "The Torah, in my view, 
certainly doesn't recognize any 
kind of same-sex union," he 
said, "[but] ... given the separa
tion of church and state, I don't 
really feel that it's the state's 
business to define matters of 
religion or to rule on individual 
religious or moral questions." 

Asked whether he would vote 
to approve same-sex marriage, 
should it be a voter referendum 
question, the rabbi, who is also a 
lawyer, said, "As a matter of po
litical jurisprudence, I think we 
should have it [same-sex mar
riage] . As a religious Jew, I don't 
think Jews should [be involved 
in same-sex marriage]." 

Encouraging open dialogue 
on this and other difficult top
ics, Rabbi Dolinger, . who said 
he's not been asked to perform 
a same-sex wedding ceremony, 
said, "We should be compas
sionate with people and not ... 
criticize others." 

Several other Orthodox rab
bis contacted by this paper de
clined comment. 

"We must respect each de
nomination's policy on this is
sue and the decisions ... of each 
rabbinic colleague ... ," said Rab
bi Levin, of the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community 

At the Jan. 14 press confer
ence, the Rev. Dr. Donald An
derson, executive minister of 
the Rhode Island State Council 
of Churches, said, "For those 
[clergy] who chose not to per
form a same-gender marriage, 
nothing changes." 

Rabbi Levin, of Congregation 
Torat Yisrael, a Conservative 
synagogue in East Greenwich, 
called it "fitting" that the state 
would not interfere with each 
faith tradition's policies. 

The Alliance and the Community 
Relations Council weigh in on issue 

After a reportedly lengthy 
debate, the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, at its 
April 23,. 2012 board meeting, 

approved a resolution - brought 
from the Community Relations 
Council - on civil equality for 
civil same-sex marriage. The 
vote - 17 in favor, 2 opposed and 
3 abstentions - came only after 
extensive discussion and a clear 
affirmation of the distinctions 
between civil and religious 
marriage. 

The minutes reflect, in part: 
"Legal recognition of same-sex 
civil marriage should not and 
will not require any clergy to 
perform the rites of marriage or 
recognize the religious status of 
same-sex marriage consistent 
with the principles of separation 
of church and state. Incorporat
ing religious doctrine into legis
lation erodes the separation of 
church and state - a cherished 
value that ensures religious lib
erty for Jews and people of all · 
faiths." 

Asked about Leviticus' prohi
bitions against same-sex rela
tions, Rabbi Mack said, "Leviti
cus calls for all sorts of things 
we don't condone today. A fluid 
interpretation of text is the ba
sis of Reform Judaism. In fact, 
Leviticus also tells us to 'Love 
your neighbor as yourself." 

Cautioning that she was 
speaking as a Reform rabbi, she 
believes that we must be careful 
how we use and interpret bibli
cal text. 

She has married same-sex 
couples in Massachusetts and 
anticipates that,,, if Rhode Island 
allows same-sex couples to wed, 
she will perform such ceremo
nies at Beth-El. 

It's a civil rights issue 
Formerly a General Assem

bly member, Ray Sullivan, ex
ecutive director of MERI, calls 
Governor Chafee "a steadfast 
friend and champion." Not only 
did he include support for same
sex marriage in his inaugural 
remarks, Sullivan noted, the 
governor made history by sign
ing an executive order in May 
2012 that recognizes out-of-state 
same-sex marriages. 

Sullivan, also campaign 
director of Rhode Islanders 
United for Marriage, has high 
hopes. "In 2013, we have more 
pro-equality members [of the 
General Assembly] than at any 
other point in history," he said. 
"There's tremendous momen
tum." 

Calling same-sex marriage a 
fundamental civil rights issue, 
Rabbi Mack said, "It's up to us 
to uphold the rights of anyone 
who is vulnerable." 

Individuals in a same-sex 
partnership face challenges -
the right to visit his or her life 
partner's hospital bedside and 
the right to access Social Secu
rity and pension benefits, for 
example - that heterosexual 
couples take for granted. Such 
obstacles, Rabbi Mack said, can 
be easily removed, with enact
ment of same-sex marriage 
laws. 

The U.S. Supreme Court is ex
pected to hear two cases involv
ing same-sex marriage issues 
this term; see story on page 25. 



THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

From Page 1 

ing. 
"As a father who is at home 

and has dinner with his girls, 
he values that Shabbat is my 
time being with my family," 
Lew told JTA in a pre-election 
interview, when he was stump
ing for the .president. "I could 
not ask for someone to be more 
respectful and supportive, and 
that's the reason it works." 

. Such deference, coupled with 
a studiously low profile in 
Washington, has helped smooth 
his relationships. Until recent
ly, Lew was a Washington rari
ty - a person who enjoyed admi
ration on both sides of the aisle. 

That came to an abrupt end 
two years ago when Lew, in his 
0MB capacity, led the adminis
tration's negotiations with Con
gress to rein in the deficit. The 
talks failed, and the GOP made 
Lew a bogeyman, saying he was 
too ideological. 

Washington Post reporter 
Bob Woodward's book about the 
talks, "The Price of Politics," 
quoted Republicans as describ
ing Lew as "disrespectful" and 
overly ideological in protecting 
entitlements. Woodward quotes 
House Speaker John Boehner 
(R-Ohio) ·as pleading with the 
White House to pull back Lew, 
saying he could not "get to yes." 

That reputation already has 
drawn a pledge to block Lew's 
nomination even before Obama · 
formally announced it. Sen. Jeff 
Sessions (R-Ala.) said in a state
ment Wednesday, Jan. 10 that 
Lew "must never be secretary 
of the Treasury." 

Those close to Lew inside and 
outside the White House say he 
is a mensh who frustrated Re
publicans with an encyclopedic 
command of facts that tended to 
undercut their arguments. 

According to Woodward, Lew 
also was soured by what he saw 
as Republican disrespect for the 
president, particularly when 
Boehner refused for a time to 
take Obama's calls. 

Lew is fiercely loyal to his 
boss, and they enjoy a broth
erly relationship, White House 
insiders say, pointing to Lew's 
omnipresence in official White 
House photos. He is one of a 
small group seen praying with 
the president on the day of last 
month's massacre of schoolchil
dren in Connecticut - a moment 
that Obama has described as 
the worst in his presidency. 

Obama returns the loyalty, 
saying at the nomination an
nouncement that he would re
gret seeing him go. He also re
ferred to Lew's faith and how it 
defines him. 

"Maybe most importantly, as 
the son of a Polish immigrant, 
a man of deep and devout faith, 
Jack knows that every number 
on a page, every dollar we bud
get, every decision we make has 
to be an expression of who we 
wish to be as a nation, our val
ues," Obama said. 

Tevi Troy, an observant Jew 
who was deputy· health secre
tary under President George W. 
Bush and who debated Lew dur-
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POLITICS in Washington, D.C. may derail nomination 
ing the election, said ideological 
differences should not undercut 
a nominee and that he hoped to 
see Lew confirmed. 

"He is ideological and very 
committed to entitlements 
without full recognition of the 
fiscal challenges we face," he 
said. "I hope as Treasury secre
tary he will come to some sort 
of agreement that will alleviate 
our dire fiscal situation." 

Otherwise, Troy said, he was 
a fan of Lew for raising the roof 
beams for observant Jews. 

'Tm a fan of people who bal
ance religious observance and 
high-level government ser
vice," Troy said. "It's great that · 

it shows that Jews at whatever 
observance level can serve at 
high levels of governments." 

Lew's value is not just his ex
ample but also his advice, said 
Rabbi Levi Shemtov, director of 
American Friends ofLubavitch, 
who often acts as an adviser 
to devout Jews in Washington 
seeking to balance observance 
and public service. 

"Jack Lew does not only seek 
rabbinical advice, he some
times helps dispense it," Shem
tov said. 

Shemtov recalled having to 
consider a request from a con
gregant who was called in to 
government work urgently on 

a religious holiday. Lew hap
pened to be in synagogue, and 
Shemtov was able to consult 
with someone familiar both 
with governance and halakhah, 
Jewish law. 

"He's able to give an inside 
view of the scale of urgency in 
a way that that can help rab
bis and even communal leaders 
understand things more practi
cally," he said. 

Jewish audiences thrill to 
such insights. Clevelanders at
tending <! pre-election debate 
between Troy and Lew enjoyed 
their back and forth on Israel 
and domestic policy, but espe
cially lit up when the two re-

called their gentle explanations 
of observance to non-Jewish 
colleagues. Lew drew laughs 
when he recalled having to ex
plain to congressional leaders 
that there was no need to sus
pend sessions for Hanukkah - it 
was not a holiday requiring an 
absence from work. 

"It was a policy debate, and 
it was important and it was se
rious," said Nathan Diament, 
Washington director of the Or
thodox Union, who moderated 
the debate. "The closing discus
sion about his role as a Sabbath
observant Jew in the highest 
levels of government was both 
insightful and inspiring." 

Programs broadcast live via satellite 

Temple Beth-El Is proud to partner with and be the exclusive site In 
Rhode Island to have simulcast rights to the Live from New York's 

92nd Street Y's series. 

Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor with 
Thane Rosenbaum 

Tuesday, Feb . 5th, 8:00 PM 
$5 .00 Temple member/ $10.00 Non-member 

The appointment of Sonia Sotomayor to the 
United States Supreme Court electrified the nation . 
Join us for this most special occasion-
the celebration of a New York life . 

Inside Israel's National Security 
Chuck Frelllch and Reuven Pedatzur 

Sunday, Feb. 24th, 8:15 PM 
$5.00 Temple member/ $10.00 Non-member 

Chuck Freilich, a former Israeli deputy national 
security advisor, discusses the challenges and 
strengths of Israel's national security policy. 

Elle Wlesel: Jeremiah and his Lamentations 

Thursday, Apr. 25th, 8 :00 PM 
$5.00 Temple member/ $10.00 Non-member 

Don't miss the opportunity to learn from Elie 
Wiesel , founder of the Elie Wiesel Foundation 
for Humanity and Nobel Laureate, at 92Y. 

You can 
Register Online 

tem ple-beth-el.org 

For more information on these programs, please call 401-331-6070 
70 Orchard Avenue, Providence , RI 02906 I www.temple-beth -el.org 
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to keep you safe and secure in your home. 

•Prcperty Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

WrfM Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us RI. R~. #29694 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W, Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401} 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajcJwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

CAMERA SERIVCES 

ZACKS CAMERA REPAIR 
791 Hope Street - Providence RI 02906 

(401) 2-REPAIR (273 -7247) 
FAX: (401 ) 490-8212 

Michael F. Zacks, C.P.C. 

Video and Aud io Transfer 
Tap 0 s , LP", 

Digital & Film Camera Repairs 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWElRY 
•GOLDCOINS WEBUY&SEURARECOINS, -------.1 : ~::~~~s GOLD JEWEUl'f & BULLION NOW AVAILABLE 
, STAMPS EagleSilverDolars, 
· GOLOJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST (,old(oin,&Estate 
• ANTIQUES.STERLING SILVER Jewelry and Silver, 
• COINS & BAR5 PRICES Proof Sets.Coil & 
• USAND FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
-PCGS-NGCauthorized 

POM COIN BCIIANGt IN[ 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

Serving banks,anorneys,e~ates 
and the pubricforover40 >"•~-

401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~;o~~-~~t~!i:~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

· Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

[i":. ,.,,:::-,.,,,;:. -11 ---~►- On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

~ SON/CWAti'! ~ 
110 Jeffer5on Blvd., Suite C • Wa,w/ck, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
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s 

Larry B. Parness 
Nikki M. Parness, CFP® 

MBA 

Thinking outside the box 
Full service financial firm providing 

Business/Individual Consulting 
Tax Preparation 

Financial Planning 
lO 1 i'..l'-l ouuo. p ... Hllt"J~ I IX n~tcor11 <.Olll 

l 2f Dun ,11lll' "t • \u1te 520 • Prov1dc>n<.e RI 02YCl3 
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i'Jo.\ see us trn tht• rP<;t of v0u1 fin/H1(1,1 I sto1y 

P-\\ I\(, 

Bob Knych 

v' 

Bus. (401 ) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

hst R-\\( E 

Brier & Brier 
Peisonal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Stree~ #505 I Providence, RJ 02906 
401-751-2990 I 1brier@brier-brier.com 

• 
www.brier-brier.com 

Serving RI and 
Southeastern MA 

Retirement Funding 
Long Term care Insurance 
Family Financial Security 

Life Insurance 
College Planning 
Estate Planning 

· Jane E. Sharfstein, Agent 
New York Life Insurance Co-

10 Orms Sb·eet, Suite 410 
Providence, R1 02904 

401-481-1267 
jsharfstein@ft.newyorklife_com 
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APARTMENT TO RENT 
EAST SIDE, PROVIDENCE, 1st floor, 

2 beds, freshly renovated, kitchen 
appliances. professional security 

BUSINESS 
www.jvhri.org 

••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • system, parking. No utilities. Nonsmoker. • 
Bridal and Gift 

MRT Jewelers 
No pets. $1,128/month. Call Ronni, • 
401-486-6162. 

To place a classified ad 
Contact: Tricia Stearly: 
tstearly@shalomri.org 
or call 421-4111, ext. 160 

• • • • Readers: Please support all our • • • 
: advertisers. They depend on : 
: you and we depend on them. : 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Got car stories? 
PROVIDENCE - Countless 

songs feature cars as their 
themes, from the Beach Boys' 
"Little Deuce Coupe" and the 
Beatles' "Drive My Car" to 
Chuck Berry's "Maybellene" 
and Bruce Springsteen's "Pink 
Cadillac," and dozens more. 

Why are cars so iconic to 
American culture? Do you 
drive a Zipcar? Given up a car 
completely to rely on public 
transportation or your own two 
feet? Still remember the car 

in which you proposed to your 
girlfriend? Do you have stories 
about "cruising the drive-in" on 
Saturday nights? 

Send your car stories to share 
with our readers for the Feb. 
1 issue of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

SEND STORIES AND PHO
TOS, if available, to Nancy 
Kirsch, nkirsch@shalomri.org 
by Jan. 23. Got questions? Call 
her at 421-4111, ext. 168. 

The J§)Y.1.§ttYQ,g HERALD 
Business and Professional Directory 

Tired of pa~1ng 
too muc.h ror Fresh 

vegetables? 

Let us design ~our 

organic. garden~ 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom In Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-tlOO 

WATCH REPAIR 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

• Certified watch service center In 

business for 34 years 

• Spedallzes In restoration and repair of 
modern and antique timepieces 

• Services high-end brands Including: 
Tag Heuer, Cartier, Rolex, Brletllng, 
Movado, Ebel, and Raymond Well 

HO!\'IE IMPROVEMENT 

~I.MEDINA 
Painllnl! & Remodelinl! co., Im:. 

INTERIOR & ExTERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Carpentry Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roof>, gutter> and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 

866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401.270.2664 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #145887 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

RM 
PAINTING Co. -<]II 

Since 1978 

Resfdentlal Home Painting featuring 

~ Benjamin Moon!' Paints 

ROBERT H. MAC LEA 

INTERIOR PAINTING 
Interior Painting, Repairs 

and Wallpapering 

In RI and Southeast'MA 

(40 1) 426-1214 or (401) 263-2759 

Paint one or more rooms in your home, get an addrtional room• 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

Call or e-mail today! 

Tricia Stearly · 
401-421-4111, ext 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 

ASSISTED LIVING 

y/iGH ~~~S~I~ 
THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR ASSISTED LIVING 

ON THE EAST SIDE UNMATCHED IN 
SERVICE, LOCATION AND VALUE. 

401-654-5259 
highlands .i hallkeen.com 101 Highland Avenue 
www.H1ghlandsRl.com Providence, RI 02906 

---. 
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Have you read anything good lately? 
Books can 'cure' what ails you. 

Back pain, exhaustion and 
boredom are the three 
most frequent complaints 

of senior citizens. If your back 
hurts and you are tired, you 
lack the initiative to expect 
yourself to be stimulated. Bore
dom encourages you to dwell on 
your misery. 

ASWE 
GROW OLDER 

TEMAGOUSE 

I am not a medical authority 
(though I sometimes sound like 
one), so I can only refer you to 
your primary care physician 
for relief of pain and lack of 
stamina, but experience has 
taught me about boredom. 

There are many forms of bore
dom, usually determined by the 
personality of the individual. 
Going to the movies twice a 
week can be satisfying. Others 
attend every listed lecture, even 
if the subject never before held 
any interest for them. The TV
addicted have their television 
on from dawn until bedtime. 
Sitting in a chair or on a couch 
all day will lead one to develop 
new body pains - we are not 
meant to be so physically idle. 

Some older people develop 
new interests after the earlier 
demands of jobs, kids, elderly 
parents, etc. are complete. But 
physical and fiscal limitations 
may keep some from pursuing 
new hobbies. Travel is a wonder
ful option if the body and pock
etbook can support it. Cards 
and games, golf and volunteer 
work are wonderful outlets, but 
having the stamina, being pain
free and finding such activities 
rewarding are essential. 

What I recommend is not new 
or exciting, but it's definitely 
rewarding. I am, of course, re
ferring to what has been my 
lifelong addiction: reading. Ev
erybody reads. Some only read 
the daily newspaper; others 
subscribe to many magazines 
and selectively read the articles 
therein. 

But what I have in mind is 
reading what you like. Read 
biographies. Read murder mys
teries. The library has stacks of 
literature about current events. 
(More about libraries, later.) If 
romance novels - called "bod
ice-rippers" in the publishing 
trade - turn you on, then read 
them; Danielle Steele has a new 
one out every few months. 
If you enjoy trashy novels and 

magazines, read them. The joy 
of reading is in satisfying your 
own tastes. Another advantage 
to reading is that you can read 
for 10 minutes or 10 hours. You 
fulfill your tastes and are dis-

tracted from pain, sorrow and 
other woes of aging. It is your 
decision; if you like your selec
tion of reading material, con
tinue. If you are tired or uncom
fortable or bored, then stop. 

I was 7-years-old the first time 
I entered a library. I was in awe 
of the volumes available. I de
veloped a joy of reading that 
has lasted my entire life. I can 

"THEJOVOF 
reading is in 
satisfying your 
own tastes." 

honestly say that the only days 
on which I have done no read
ing were those when I was co
matose with a serious illness. 
On regaining consciousness, 
resuming reading restored dor
mant parts of my brain. I am 
never bored when reading. I 
love good novels; I discard the 
books that I have to struggle to 
find interesting. 

I have favorite biographers 
whose writing skills matter 
more than their subjects. In 
my dotage, I have taken to se
lectively reading books about 

Trusted Memory Care 

~ 
l:IPOCH® 

.I\SS I STED LIV IN G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

12-Year Reputation for Care You Can Count On. 

No matter how much care and support your loved one may need, our comprehensive 
programming helps your loved one maintain connections to the things most 
meaningfi.tl to them and prov.ides you with peace of mind. Our difference: 

• Experienced, specially educated staff 

• Partnership with Joyce. Simard, a nationally 
known expert in Alzheimer's disease 

• Life skills stations 

• Personalized programs for early, 
mid- and late-stage disease 

• Neighborhood design encourages 
independence and choice 

to find out more about our BRIDGBSa Wmter Stay Pr 

401-273-6565 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

www.EPOCHBlacksto neAL.com 

Assisted Living . Memory Care . Respite Mass Relay - 711 

political affairs and politicians 
who agree with my political 
positions. I am too old to read 
justifications for outrageous 
actions that are changing my 
world! 

And now, the library. All my 
life, I have spent more time at 
the library than I have shop
ping. If you are envisioning my 
house loaded down with book
cases of favorites, you could not 
be more wrong. I have a shelf 
for cookbooks. (There used to 
be more cookbooks in my bak
ing days.) 
There are 
a few Jew
ish-inter
est books. 
My hus
band had 
space for 
his favor
ite science 
and math 
books. And 
there is a 
space for 
hand-me-
down books. 

But back to the library: I be
lieve that you should only buy 
those books that you are certain 
you will want to read more than 
once. I believe that you should 
be very generous to libraries. 
Not to your college library - it 
probably has enough of an en
dowment - but to the public li
braries that struggle with fund-

ing. Your donations fund book 
purchases. You can read and 
renew those books and recom
mend them to others. And even 
more importantly, those books 
will be available to strangers. 

So the next time you are rest
less - i.e., bored - head for your 
library. You will be awed by 
what is available for amuse
ment, learning and absorption. 
Remember, if you do not like 
something you started, do not 
finish it. But, if it appeals to 
you, you will experience varied 

pleasures 
and some
times, just 
plain fun! 

I have 
no trouble 
starting a 
book and 
then aban-

_d on in g 
it. Life is 
too short 
to waste 
on things 

that are not 
to your taste, especially when 
there are so many rewarding 
alternatives. One important 
reason I regret my eventual de
mise is that I will have missed 
out on so many good books. 

TEMA GOUSE, a retired so
cial worker, lives in Cranston: 
nbgtpg@cox.net. 

Susan Adler is guest speaker 
at Cranston Senior Guild 

WARWICK - The Crans
ton Senior Guild will meet on 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, at 1 p.m. at 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Drive, in 
Warwick. 

The guest speaker will be Su
san Adler, coordinator .of the 
Louis and Goldie Chester Full 
Plate Kosher Food Pantry in 

Providence. Please bring a ko
sher food item to donate to the 
Chester Full Plate Kosher Food 
Pantry to the February meet
ing. 

A raffle and refreshments will 
follow the meeting. 

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher]ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
00 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 0274i/ 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 
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The history of the Reuben sandwich; the rise and fall of delis 

The early decades of the 
20th century witnessed 
many meaningful ad

vances in civilization. In 1919, 
for example, 44 nations signed a 
covenant establishing a League 
of Nations; wireless radio blos
somed into a vast commercial 

SCIENCE & SOCIETY 

STANLEY 
ARONSON. M.D. 

enterprise that offered a source 
of domestic entertainment be
ginning in the century's second 
decade. And, ·according to one 
of many versions describing the 
origin of the Reuben sandwich, 
Arnold Reuben, proprietor of 
Reuben's Delicatessen in New 
York City, invented a sandwich 
in 1927. According to that same 
version, Reuben, lacking any 
modicum of modesty, named 
the sandwich after himself. 

His Reuben sandwich, con
sisting of corned beef, sauer
kraut, Swiss cheese and Rus
sian dressing on grilled rye 
bread, had been assembled 
spontaneously to satisfy the 
capricious appetite of a Broad-

. way actress named Anna Selos 
(although other iterations of the 
Reuben sandwich's creation cite 
another actress.) A mainstay 
in the repertoire of the delica
tessen, the Reuben is now en
shrined in gastronomic history. 

But there is much more to the 
delicatessen mystique than one 
solitary sandwich, no matter 
how revered it may have be
come. What, then, is a delicates
sen? Texts tell us that it is a type 
of restaurant, really a hallowed 
institution, serving fine foods 
thought to be an essential part 
of the Jewish cuisine and heri
tage. 

Today's Jews crave a more cosmopoli 

We begin first with its name, 
which has traveled through 
many languages. It began as 
a Latin-based French word, 
delicatesse, meaning food deli
cacies; then to the German, de
likatessen; and further, to the 
Yiddish, delicatessen. Finally, 

it is now firmly established 
in English as a restaurant 
with an ethnically distinc
tive menu. 

The foods served in deli
catessens are resolutely 
eclectic, very few of which 
actually originated in the 
Jewish kitchens of 19th 
century Eastern Europe. 
Lox, for example, a lightly 

smoked, brine-cured salmon 
delicacy, is a Scandinavian 
word adapted into O~d High 
German and eventually ending 
up in Yiddish. Even pastrami, 
sanctified by generations of 
Jews, descends from a Turk
ish word, bastirma, describes 
a brine-cured meat, originally 
pork, but in its current itera
tion, beef brisket. And gefilte 
fish , regarded by many as the 

but then - in the empiric labo
ratories of the Jewish delicates
sen - they matured to form a 
gloriously distinctive cuisine. 

The typical delicatessen was 
a brightly lit establishment, 
part restaurant, but principally 
consisting of counters display
ing deli goods for retail sale. 
The walls were usually covered 
with photos of famous and near
famous customers. And now 
does one describe the aroma 
- an appealing but indefinable 
mixture of brine, steam and 

"HOW DOES 
ONE describe 
the aroma? 
It just smells 
Jewish." 

holy of holies within the iconic sundry spices? It just smells 
Yiddish cuisine, originated as Jewish. 
a Russian peasant dish consist- By the 1930s, Jewish delica
ing of chopped fish and onions tessens reached the zenith of 
all stuffed (hence the German their popularity and geograph
adjective, gefulte) into fish skin. - ic spread. Historians claim that 
Ashkenazi Jews then modified ·there were thousands in the 
this humble recipe, eliminating United States. On Second Av
the fish skin wrappingsuwhile enue, in lower .Manhattan, for 
adding matzah meal, oil and example, there were at least 12 
certain spices and condiments. delis, thus justifying the Ave-

Jews from southeastern Eu- nue's alternate name: Knish Al
rope - the Galitzianer from ley. At their height in New York, 
Ukraine and eastern Romania they became the daily gather
- generally added sugar to the ing site for the Jewish intelli
minced mixture; Litvak Jews, gentsia, comedians and newly 
on the other hand, used much unemployed - the deli-niks. 
black pepper. Thus, by merely The famous delis of Man
sampling a bit of the delicates- hattan, such as Katz's and the 
sen's gefilte fish, one can read- Carnegie Deli, survive and ca
ily determine the geographic 
origins of the delicatessen own
er's ancestors. 

The dishes that exemplify 
the delicatessen may have been 
born (and named) elsewhere, 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Atton,qs at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 

Invites you to celebrate 
the season with 

AttomeyGtnmif ]99,~1999 

• Criminal Defense · 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 

300/oSAVINGS 
ON 

Debbie Bliss 
Cashmerlno DK 

and 50% off our fabulous 
selection of close-out yarns 

While you are here •.• check out our large 
selection of scarf yarns - great for holiday gifts! 

50 orvision Street 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
722-5660 

• Civil and Business Litigation 
• DivoKe/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
)EFFREY B. PtNE 

BRJ,\N G. Gorn:m1N 

321 South Main St. • Suite 302 
Providence, RI • 401.351.8200 

Summit Pla,.a • 231 Old lower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI • 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

TllfRl!,uprtmtUIUrtAanstsillltw,'fflin!MgtllffaipK!keoflaw 
lhfautdoesnollbmtOl' mtit,anylN')ffl..iMe:Q)ef1 
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ter mainly to the tourist crowd. 
After all, who from Brooklyn· 
can afford a corned beef sand
wich at $18.75? (The ·stage Deli 
closed late last year after 75 
years in business.) Even the 
most famous deli, The Second 
Avenue Deli, has moved to East 
33rd Street to be closer to Man
hattan hotels and their tour
ists from beyond the Hudson 
River. There remains, however, 
a longing, a dyspeptic nostalgia 
for these instant-heart-attack
inducing deli offerings - but it is 
merely a faint yearning rather 
than a robust craving. 

Years ago, the closing of a 
Jewish deli might have been 
akin to the death of a cherished 
uncle. A void loomed, perhaps 
unfillable. Now, new genera
tions of Jews, more affluent and 
certainly more global in dietary 
interests, have left noshing and 
hot tea to their grandparents; 
they now patronize Starbucks 
for coffee and restaurants with 
French names for dinner. 

STANLEY M. ARONSON, 
M.D.: smamd@cox.net. 

Contact me to review our 
Exceptional Properties 

Marketing Program 
Judy.Croyle@raveis.com 

401.499.7541 

WILLIAM RA.VETS 
RJw. fsTATE • RENTALS • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

raveis.com 

INTRODUCING 

JUDY CROYLE 
Realtor RI/MA 

Your Home Concierge From Of Jl= 

Your Home Concierge 
Takes Care Of Everyday Life 

So You Can Enjoy Life Every Day! 
For Boby Boomers and their porents. 

lhls unique concierge service will assist you 
In all of your home and personal needs 

OFFERING 
1ronsr,or1n11nn Eni.:ir:,1\ • 1-fo~ f~put: -~ >1ciopt0, Ct'l 
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[ D'VAR TORAH 

Jews are obligated to bring more light into the world 
Interfaith marriage ceremonies 

PARASHATBO 

EXODUS 10:1 - 13:16 
BY RABBI ANDREW KLEIN 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

0 ur weekly Torah por
tion, Bo, describes the 
final three otot (lit. 

"signs," but commonly trans
lated as plagues), that God 
brings-upon the Egyptian peo
ple in an attempt to convince 
Pharaoh to free the Israelites 
from bondage, 

The ninth plague is hoshekh 
afeilah (darkness), a "thick 
darkness [that] descended upon 
all the land of Egypt ,, . People 
could not see one another, and 
for three days no one could get 
up from where he was.,," (JPS 
Hebrew-English Tanakh trans
lation, Exodus 10:22-23) 

In this biblical story, dark
ness symbolizes the evil of 
slavery that renders the Egyp
tians unable to see light - the 
pathway to righteousness and 
justice, Rather than focusing 
on darkness, Judaism places a 
tremendous emphasis on light 
as a symbol of life and hope. As 
Jews, we are obligated to find 
ways to bring more light into 
the world. As a rabbi, one of 
the ways I feel this responsibil
ity is by working to make our 
community as warm, welcom
ing and inclusive as possible to 
Jews and non-Jews alike. 

Our greatest model for we!-

coming others into our com
munity comes from our patri
arch, Abraham. A well known 
Midrash (Genesis Rabbah 48:8) 
teaches us that Abraham kept 
his tent open to the four winds 
of the Earth - north, south, 
east and west - so that guests 
could enter his home from any 
direction, According to the Mi
drash, Abraham didn't even 
ask passersby who they were 
or where they were going; he 
simply welcomed them into his 
tent, bathed their feet and of
fered them food and a place to 

"I STRUGGLED 
WITH how far 
I could open 
the tent to bring 

: people into 
I J d . ,, 
1 

u a1sm. 

rest. 
Because this is the bridal is

sue of The Jewish Voice & Her
ald, I would like to take this 
opportunity to talk about one 
very specific way I have found 

Jewish Disability 

Awareness Month 
February 20 I 3 
Monday, February 4, 2013 
7:00pm 
Jewish Alliance 
401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence 
Meet Tom Fields-Meyer, author of 
Following Ezra: What One Father Learned 
About Gumby, Otters, Autism, and Love From 
His Extraordinary Son. 

Full of tender moments and unl'!xpected humor, the book tells 
the story of a father and son on a ten-year journey from Ezra's 
diagnosis to the dawn of his adolescence. It celebrates Ezra's 
evolution from a remote toddler to an extraordinary young 
man, connected in his own remarkable ways to the world 
around him. Fields-Meyer's presentation will be followed by 
a question and answer period as well as a book signing.Tom 
Fields-Meyer will also be available at 6:40pm to sign books, 

RSVP to Lynne Bell at 40 I Al I ,4 I I I or LBell@ShalomR/,org. 

Childcare and aides are available for all programs, RSVP in advance to 
Laurie Beck at LBeck@teprov,org for these services, 

Upcoming events: 
February 7 I 5:30 - 6:30pm 
Book reading and children's activities with Nicole Katzman 
February 12 I 6:00pm 
Screening of Autism: The Musical followed by panel discussion. 

◄01 ElmgroveAvuenue I Providence, RI 029061401.◄21.◄ I I I e JeyvJ\~.~!!(~~:.: 

to open our tents to those who 
are choosing to be part of the 
Jewish people - by officiating 
at interfaith wedding ceremo
nies, 

This is a complex topic and 
one about which many rabbis 
hold strong feelings. It is ex
tremely important to say up
front that I totally honor and 
respect each individual rabbi's 
position on this matter and re
alize that each of us is working 
in our own unique and sacred 
ways to make the Jewish com
munity as warm, welcoming, 
vibrant and strong as it can 
possibly be, 

For the first seven years of 
my rabbinic career, I chose not 
to officiate at interfaith wed
ding ceremonies, During that 
time, I spoke with many inter
faith couples as they planned 
their weddings, I listened to 
couples express their sincere 
desire to make a Jewish home 
and family, but, for one reason 
or another, conversion of the 
non-Jewish partner was not an 
option, And yet, those couples 
wanted to have a rabbi sanc
tify their marriage, I searched 
my soul as I explored ways to 
maintain my sense of honesty 
and integrity to my values and 
those of our Jewish tradition. I 
struggled with how far I could 
open the tent to bring people 
into Judaism. 

As I continued to grapple 
with the idea of officiating at 
interfaith marriages, I ob
served the many interfaith 
families who are already in 
our congregations who have 
made Jewish choices. I was -
and still am - deeply moved by 
the spouses and partners from 
other faith traditions who are 
genuinely committed to infus
ing their homes with Jewish 
values, education and ritual. 
People from different religious 
backgrounds, or no religious 
affiliation at all, bring a rich
ness and diversity to our com-

munity that enhances and 
brightens the tapestry of our 
Jewish lives. I am filled with 
awe and respect for the dedi
cation and commitment of 
people, especially those from 
other faith traditions, who de
vote themselves to creating 
families that learn and follow 
the rich teachings of Judaism. 

As a result of this exten
sive process of introspection 
and exploration, I came to a 
decision. Several years ago I 
shared with my congregation 
that, within very specific and 
clearly defined guidelines, I 
would begin to officiate at in
terfaith weddings for Temple 
Habonim congregants and 
their adult children only. I 
came to a place where I firm
ly believed that this was the 
right thing to do - for me, for 
our congregation and for the 
strength and well-being of the 
Jewish community. 

Since that time, I have coun
seled many interfaith couples 
as they explored marriage 
ceremony options. After feel
ing truly heard, some couples 
discovered that they really did 
not want a Jewish wedding 
ceremony at all. In those cases 
I tried to help them find an of
ficiant who was better suited to 
their needs. 

Other couples I counseled 
did want a rabbi and a Jewish 
wedding ceremony, Under my 
guidance, they began a year
long intensive period of study 
so both members of the couple 

could learn the basics of Ju
daism together. They ·partici
pated in at least one full year 
of Jewish holidays including 
regular attendance at syna
gogue in order to understand , 
the Jewish calendar and feel 
embraced by the Jewish com
munity. They dedicated them
selves to making a Jewish 
home. 

At this point, I have officiated 
at two interfaith wedding cer
emonies, Each of them was a 
joyous celebration as two fami
lies came together to witness 
and honor the decisions and 
choices that their adult chil
dren were making. Many fam
ily members and guests told 
me that it was their first time 
attending a Jewish wedding; 
they loved how warm, embrac
ing and accepting they found 
ihe Jewish traditions, 

As Jews, each of us is com
manded to discover our own 
ways to open our tents ever 
wider and to expand and 
strengthen our Jewish com
munity, I hope that all of us, 
rabbis and Jay people alike, 
will discover the ways that are 
right and appropriate for each 
of us so that we continue to be 
a light among the nations. 

RABBI ANDREW KLEIN, a 
member of the Board of Rab
bis of Greater Rhode Island, 
is rabbi at Temple Habonim, 1 ' 

a Reform synagogue in Bar
rington: afkl3l3@cox.net. 
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Ahead of March deadline, Jewish groups brace for sequester cuts 

BY GIL SHEFLER 

NEW YORK (JTA) - A preg
nant Darfuri woman at a refu
gee camp in Chad, a Latino 
senior citizen living below the 
poverty line in the Bronx and 
an elderly Jewish immigrant 
from the former Soviet Union 
living in Boston. 

They may not know it, but 
these individuals are all benefi
ciaries of programs run by Jew
ish organizations with public 
money. 

And if Congress can't reach 
a deal to avoid the so-called 
sequester by March 1, many 

~ BITUARIES 
Estelle R. Abrams, 92 

BROCKTON, Mass. - Estelle 
Abrams, formerly of Cranston, 
died Jan. 8. She was the wife of 
the late Charles Abrams. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Morris and Min
nie (Golden) Mandell, she had 
lived in Cranston for many 
years before moving to Brock
ton. 

She was a purchasing agent 
for more than 23 years in the 
jewelry manufacturing busi
ness before retiring 26 years 
ago. 

She was a founder and first 
president of Sampson World 
War II Navy Veterans Auxilia
ry, a Cancer Crusade chairman 
for the City of Cranston, a mem
ber of Hadassah and Rhode Is
land Jewish War Veterans; she 
was very active in many other 
civic groups. 

She loved to travel, includ
ing visiting Hawaii on her 65th 
birthday, a hot air balloon ride 
on her 75th birthday and Paris 
and London when she was 80. 

The mother of Marsha Wil
liams and her husband Brian 
Gibbs of South Easton, Mass., 
she was the sister of the late Hy 
Mandell and Ruth Winkler, and 
the grandmother of Jocelyn 
Williams and Caitlin Gibbs. 

Contributions may be made 
to the R.I. Jewish War Veter
ans or Hadassah Doll Fund. 

Rlt~e Alpri■ , 97 
BOCA RATON, Fla. - Ruthe 

Alprin died Dec. 29. She was 
the wife of the late Judge J~cob 
Alprin. Born in Somerville, 
Mass., she was a daughter of the 
late Max and Bessie Goldberg. 

She is survived by her chil
dren, Judge Geoffrey Alprin 
and his wife Linda of Washing
ton, D.C., Bradley Alprin and 
his wife Joanne of Houston, 
Texas and Brian Alprin and his 
wife Paula of Alexandria, Va.; 
her grandchildren Scott, Kath
erine, Rebecca, Elaine, Clifford 
and Jason and three great
grandchildren. 

She was the sister of the late 
Matthew and Ralph Goldberg, 
Harry Golburgh and Evelyn 

Many Jewish nonprofit organizations are in limbo 
of these programs could be se
verely scaled back - if not ter
minated. 

"Both our international and 
national work can be impact
ed," said Mark Hetfield, interim 
president of the Hebrew Immi
grant Aid Society, which pro
vides medical kits to mothers 
of newborn children in Chad, 
among other services. "It could 
cause some really serious cuts 
to the pr.ograms, but we have 
still no idea what they might 
be." 

HIAS is among the dozens 
of Jewish organizations grap
pling with the potential loss of 
federal funds from the so-called 

Fishbein. 

Sas11 Carra■, 41 
PROVIDENCE - Susan Cur

ran died Jan. 6. A native of 
Providence, she was the daugh
ter of the late Dr. Robert Louis 
and the late Betty Brier Cur

ran, and the 
wife of Mat
thew Wilson. 
also of Provi
dence. 

A student 
at the W:heel
er School in 
Providence 
and Northfield 
Mount Her
mon in Mas

sachusetts, she graduated from 
Boston University with a de
gree in English. She worked for 
technology startups in the Bos
ton area. She worked as a web
site editor for Oxford University 
(Oxford, United Kingdom) and 
Rhode Island School of Design. 
She brought her curiosity, wit 
and wide-ranging interests to 
her work as editor for the MIT 
homepage. 

She and Matthew were mar
ried in a bedside hospital cer
emony on Aug. 27, 2011, with 
her mother ( on her final day) in 
attendance. 

Eternally curious about the 
world, she was passionate about 
sharing her interests with the 
people she loved, inc\uding con
certs, travel and good food. She 
could always be counted upon 
for -thoughtful yet candid ad
vice. 

She is survived by her hus
band, her aunt and uncle Joyce 
and Warren Galkin of Warwick, 
uncle Alton Curran of Pawtuck
et, cousins Cathy Gennert of 
Westport, Conn., Mike Gennert 
of Rutland, Mass. and Laura 
Curran of Brooklyn, N.Y. She 
also leaves other family and 
friends. 

Donations may be made to 
the Curran Family Cancer Re
search Fund, c/o Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, 450 Brookline 
Ave., Boston, MA 02215. 

sequester, a measure adopted 
by the U.S. Congress last year 
to force itself to confront a hem
orrhaging national debt and re
turn the country to sound fiscal 
footing. Unless a budget com
promise could be found, draco
nian across-the-board cutbacks 
of 8.5 percent were to have au
tomatically taken effect on Jan. 
1. The impact of those cuts was 
designed to be so devastatingly 
painful that Congress would in 
effect force its own hand. 

Despite the self-imposed 
deadline, however, intense ne
gotiations failed to produce 
the desired outcome. In late 
December, Congress agreed to 

Dr. Clifford E. (C~ai■ Tzvil 
Felder, 59 

REHOVOT, Israel - Dr. Clif-
ford Felder 
died in 
Rehovot , 
where he had 
lived since 
1981. He was 
a research 
associate in 
theoretical 

L--"'~---' chemistry and 
, , ~iochemistry 

at the Weizmann Institute of 
Science. 

Born in Fall River, Mass., he 
graduated with honors from 
Duke University. He received 

raise new revenue by increas
ing taxes on affluent Americans 
but put off decisions on spend
ing cuts. The lawmakers also 
pushed the sequester deadline 
back to March 1. 

As the new deadline nears, 
some Jewish organizations are 
preparing for the worst, identi
fying non-essential services to 
be axed while lobbying federal 
officials to protect vital pro
grams. 

Hetfield says HIAS' most vul
nerable operations are in Ecua
dor, where the agency helps ref
ugees who fled fighting between 
government and rebel forces in 
Colombia, and Chad, where it 

an MS from Brandeis Univer
sity and a doctorate in theo
retical biochemistry from Iowa 
State University. 

At Weitzman, he was an in
tegral member of two teams of 
scientists exploring the molecu
lar modeling of proteins, drugs 
and other organic/organome
tallic compounds. 

Among his numerous publica
tions and accomplishments, he 
wrote a server that calculates 
dipole moments of proteins. 

He faced challenges in his life 
with a sweetness and strength 
that inspired many. He loved 
playing the piano and was a de
voted member of his r-eligious 
community where he partici-

provides aid to fugitives from 
Sudan's neighboring war-torn 
Darfur province. 

"These are programs I think 
will be targeted more deeply 
because they are not emergen
cy refugee maintenance pro
grams," Hetfield said. "But cut
ting a program might create an 
emergency." 

Other HIAS operations, such 
as the agency's refugee resettle
ment program, also are in lim
bo. 

Robert Marmor, executive di
rector of HIAS' Jewish Family 
Service of Western Massachu-
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pated in the study of Torah. 
The son of Louise Felder, cur

rently of Providence, and the 
late David E. Felder, he is also 
survived by his brother Fred of 
Providence, his brother Lloyd 
and his sister-in-law Deborah 
of Dartmouth, Mass., his niece 
Laura and his nephew Daniel. 

Jero11e "Jerry" Goldstei■, 90 
PARKLAND, Fla. - Jerome 

Goldstein died Dec. 31. He was 
the husband of the late Doris 
(Brody) Goldstein. 

Born in New York City, he 
was a son of the late Irving and 
Dorothy Goldstein. 
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The Wait 
is Over! NOWOPEN 

Discover Tockwotton on 
the Waterfront, a new 
senior living community 
raising the bar on quality, 
design, program and care. 
It's like no other community 
in Rhode Island. 

Limited availability for 
Assisted Living and 

Memory Care. 

Call Today! 
401-272-5280 

500 Waterfront Drive 
East Providence, RI 

www.Tockwotton.org 

ASSISTED- LMNG • MEMORY CARE 

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION • SKILLED NURSING 
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An aerial engineer for the 
Army during World 

-~ War II, he helped to 
\~ launch the Optician 

Training Program. 
He was an optician in Brockton, 
Mass., before retiring in 1998. 

He is survived by his daugh
ter Robin Zacharius and her 
husband Steven, of New York; 
grandchildren Cori Cohen and 
her husband Scott, and Adam 
Zacharius and his wife Shireen; 
his great-granddaughter Ava 
Cohen and his brother Stanley 
Goldstein. 

Contributions may be made 
to American Diabetes Asso
ciation, 1701 North Beauregard 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22311 or 
MSPCA General-Angell Fund, 
350 South Huntington Ave., 
Boston, MA 02130. 

Gertrude M. (Markman) Katz, 87 
RUMFORD - Gertrude Katz 

died Jan. 7. She was the wife 
of the late Herbert Katz. Born 
in Attleboro, Mass., she was 
the daughter of Max and Helen 
(Merwitz) Markman. 

She was a life member of Ha
dassah and past president of 
the Pawtucket Chapter of Ha
dassah. She was a member of 
Temple Beth-El. 

She is survived by her son 
Henry Katz and his wife Patri
cia; her brother Harvey Mark
man and his wife Cathrine; her 
grandsons Mitchell and his 
wife Jennifer and Brian and 
his wife Susan and three great
granddaughters, Avery, Emma 
and Lily. 

Donations may be made to 
Hadassah,122 Nanci Karen 
Drive, Warwick, RI 02886-8627. 

Sheldon "Shelly" Laad, 74 
WEST WARWICK - Sheldon 

Land died Jan. 7. He was the 
husband of Sheila (Glantz) Land 
for 52 years. 

Born in Providence, son of the 
late David and Dorothy (Rot-

mer) Land, he had lived in West 
Warwick for five years, previ
ously living in Warwick for 42 
years. 

A graduate of Hope High 
School in Providence, he re
ceived his BA from Bryant Col
lege. He was an accountant for 
50 years, most recently with 
Dittmar, McNeil & Ferolito. 

• 
He was a U.S. Army 

veteran. · He was a 
member and board 
member of Temple 

Am David, and a member of 
Touro Fraternal Association. 

In addition to spending time 
with his family, he was passion
ate about sports; he was a gifted 
athlete - especially in golf and 
tennis - . who followed his fa
vorite teams. He was a former 
member of Crestwood, Valley 
and Potowomut country clubs 
and Warwick Heights Tennis -
Club. 

He was the father of Jeffrey 
Land and his wife Elaine of 
North Kingstown, Kevin Land 
and his wife Lori and Rich
ard Land and his wife Ina of 
East Greenwich. The brother 
of Sheila Haberman of Saddle 
River, N.J., he was the grand
father of Samantha, Blake, Eli
jah, Joelye, Joshua, Alexandra 
and Aliya. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David or the char
ity of one's choice. 

Kenneth S. Levi■e, &7 
CRANSTON Kenneth 

Levine died Jan. 13. 
Born in Providence, a son' of 

Rose (Altman) Levine of Crans
ton and the late Samuel Levine, 
he had lived in Cranston for 46 
years. He was the owner of the 
former Mr. Klothes in Crans
ton. He was the father of Eric 
N. Levine of New York, and the 
brother of Judy Gershman and 
her husband 'Geoffrey of Cran
ston. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Leukemia and Lym-

The Only Family-~wned 
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in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 
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Marc Cedric Lowenstein, 74 
BARRINGTON Marc 

,--------, Lowenstein 
died Jan. 6. 
Born in the 
Bronx, N.Y., 
a son of the 
late Seymour 
and Evelyn 
(Weingarten) 
Lowenstein , 
and brother 
of the late 

._ _ __,.__ _ _. Alida Putter-
man, he had been a resident of 
Barrington since 1972. 

A graduate of Lehigh and 
RISD, he served as a Coast 
Guard reservist and was a 
passionate sailor and real-life 
"MacGyver." 

A U.S. Dept. of Energy award
winning architect, designer 
and builder in the field of solar 
architecture, he suffered a life
altering stroke in 1983. 

He is survived by his wife 
RoseMary (Donath) of 48 years, 
and his children, Lisa, D. Mara 
and Ari Lowenstein, all of New 
York City. 

He will be remembered April 
28, at a place to be announced 
later. Donations may be made 
to SailtoPrevail.org. 

Betsy (Sllaw) Pierce, 77 
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. -

Betsy Pierce, of Boynton Beach, 
and formerly of Warwick, died 
Dec. 20. 

She was the daughter of the 
late Sam and Esther Shaw. 
She leaves her husband Ber
nard Pierce and her daughters 
Vicki and Tami both of Boynton 
Beach. 

Burton D. Scllo■field, 78 
WEST WARWICK - Burton 

Schonfield died Jan. 3. 
Born in Providence, he was 

a son of the late Reuben and 
Anna (Kessler) Schonfield. He 
had lived in West Warwick for 
five years, previously living 'in 
Providence. He attended the 
Rhode Island School of the Deaf. 

The brother of the late Har
vey Schonfield and his wife 
Marilyn, he was the uncle of 
Dr. Robert Schonfield, Dr. Leah 
DeBitetto, William Schonfield 
and the late Frances Young. 
He is also survived by his long
term caregiver Joseph A. Joel. 

Contributions may be made to 
the charity of one's choice. 

Marsha Sybil (Gerzog) 
Silverman, 69 

LOS ANGELES, Calif. -
Marsha Silverman died Dec. 
22. She leaves her husband of 42 
years, Edmund J . Silverman. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Samuel and Isa
bel (Plante) Gerzog, she gradu
ated from Hope High School in 
1961. She worked at Providence 
City Hall for many years before 
moving with her husband and 
family to Florida. 

In Florida, she worked as ex
ecutive secretary at the United 
Synagogue of Conservative Ju
daism (USCJ). After the fam
ily moved to Los Angeles, she 
worked as executive secretary 
at the USCJ until retiring. In 
retirement, she volunteered in 
the Los Angeles public schools 
tutoring elementary students. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by her children Robert 
Silverman and his wife Jamie, 
Steven Silverman and his wife 
Elzie, and Rachel Silverman; 
and her grandchildren Joshua 
and Alexander Silverman, all 
of Los Angeles. She leaves her 
twin brother Philip and his 
wife Lynda Gerzog, of Dunedin, 
Fla., her sisters-in-law Arlene 
(Silverman) and her husband 
Melvin Landesberg of Tiverton, 
Linda (Silverman) and her 
husband Jack Winkleman of 
Wallingford, Conn., and Lois 
(Silverman) Cohen of Cranston, 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Donations may be made to a 
charity of one's choice. 

Arline Ruth Wei11berg 
PROVIDENCE - Arline Wein

berg died Jan. 1. 
She was the daughter of the 
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late Louis and Etta Kerzner. 
A Classical High School 

graduate, she 
was a mem
ber of Brown 
University's 
class of 1951. 
She received 
her under
graduate de
gree from the 
University of 
Rhode Island 

and a Master of Social Work de
gree from Boston College . 

She provided individual and 
family therapies to children 
and families. During her 30-
year career she worked at Brad
ley Hospital, the RI Youth Guid
ance Center and retired after 
20 years at the East Bay Mental 
Health Center. She ended her 
career at About Families. 

An avid hiker and skier who 
loved to sew and knit, she was 
a member of Temple Beth-El, 
the League of Women Voters, 
the Handicraft Club and other 
organizations. 

She leaves her husband of 63 
years, Eugene Weinberg; her 
three children Dr. Robert Wein
berg and wife Barbara, Richard 
Weinberg and wife Marcy, Su
san Tasca and partner Wayne 
Turner; and seven grandchil
dren, Emily Wiesner and hus
band Dan, Ellen Weinberg, 
Jessica McClosky and husband 
David, Rebecca Pchelkin, Pe
ter Weinberg, Brooke Tasca 
Krembs and husband Marcus, 
and Mathew Tasca. 

She also leaves three great
grandchildren, Natalie and 
Dylan Wiesner and Cameron 
Krembs; four siblings, Dr. Mar
vin Kerzner and wife Thelma, 
Dr. Arnold Kerzner and wife 
Joan, Dorothy Lipsky Ph.D. and 
husband Alan Gartner, Karen 
Gelade and husband Jules and 
nieces and nephews. 

Contributions may be made 
to Home & Hospice, 1085 North 
Main St., Prov., Temple Beth-El 
or the Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 
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SEQUESTER may dramatically impact 
Jewish agencies, their clients 

From Page 25 

setts, says his staff recently helped an 
Iraqi mother and her three daughters file , 
a request for reunification with the fam
ily's father. The successful completion of 
that process would depend on continued 
funding from the federal government. 

"The worst-case scenario would mean 
no new refugees," Marmor said, "and 
that would be the worst, especially for 
families that are waiting for relatives." 

Budget cuts have forced Valeriya Be
loshkurenko, director of the Met Coun
cil's Home Services department in New 
York, to let more than half her staff go 
in the past two years. Approximately 50 
percent of her remaining budget comes 
directly from the federal government, 
and the other 50 percent that comes from 
city and state sources is at risk, too. 

Beloshkurenko manages a team of 
three handymen who help low-income 
seniors with routine home maintenance 
tasks throughout New York City - in
stalling door knobs and locks, changing 
light bulbs, putting grab bars in bath
rooms and opening clogged drains. 

"When our team shows up the people 
we help, whether they are Latinos in the 
South Bronx or Russian Jews in Brigh
ton Beach, are so grateful," Beloshku
renko said. "I cannot tell you how many 
thank you letters we receive." 

Susan Rack, director of Covenant 
House, a B'nai B'rith-run home in Bos
ton for the elderly, has a staff of 10 nurses 
-and maintenance workers caring for 
more than 300 tenants, mostly Jew
ish immigrants from the former Soviet 

' I 

~' ~ 

Union. Although the home is in relative
ly good financial standing thanks to a re
cently awarded $3 million grant, the cur
rent cutbacks might force Rack to reduce 
salary costs. 

"Do we do it by cutting everybody's 
hours or by cutting one person?" she 
said. "I'm not sure." 

B'nai B'rith runs 38 such homes across 
the United States, and their directors are 
likely to face similar dilemmas if federal 
spending on the elderly is cut. 

"If the sequester were to go into effect 
in two months from now, that could affect 
our ability to serve residents we already 
have as well as bring new residents," 
said Rachel Goldberg, B'nai B'rith's di
rector of aging policy. 

In the buildup to the March 1 deadline, 
B'nai B'rith, the Jewish Federations of 
North America and many other Jew
ish groups are lobbying lawmakers in a 
bid to blunt reductions. In those efforts, 
Goldberg said, they have found friends 
and foes on both sides of the aisle. 

"At this point, parties themselves have 
pretty interesting patterns within their 
caucuses," she said. "We've seen within 
the Republican Party there were dis
agreements. We've walked into Demo
cratic offices and found less friendli
ness than expected and the other way 
around." 

When approaching politicians, Gold
berg says, the most important thing to 
stress is that "spending cuts do not fall 
disproportionately on low-income citi
zens and elderly-spending programs." 
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"A mesmerizing performance ... 
reclaiming the divinely inspi red cultura l heritage o f China." 

-Donna Karan, creator of DKNY 

FEB 5 PROVIDENCE PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER (PPAC) 

Hotline 888-974-3698 • tickets.ShenYun.com 

EX PERI ENCE 5,000 YEARS OF 

DIVINELY INSPIRED CULTURE 

FOR THE PAST 5,000 
years, China amassed a 

diverse legacy of heroes, myths, 
and values that still resonate in 
the present Today, Shen Yun 
Performing Arts is reviving the 
world's most ancient heritage 
in full color through dance and 
music. This past January, right 
before the Chinese New Year, 
Shen Yun sold out Lincoln Center, 
introducing an all-new 2012 show 
to New York City audiences. 

"It was an extraordinary expe
rience," said Academy Award
winning actress Cate Blanchett 
after watching Shen Yun. "The 
level of skill, but also the power of 
the archetypes'and the narratives 
were startling. And of course it 
was exquisitely beautiful." 

Gorgeous backdrops extend 
the stage, transporting the audi
ence to distant lands and eras. An 
orchestra, combining Western 
and Chinese instruments like no 

other, accompanies with stirring 
scores. Dancers fly across the 
stage in an array of flips, spins, 
jumps, and aerials. The energy 
of classical Chinese dance is con
tagious; the entire performance, 
mesmerizing. 

"Fantastic!" says Joy Behar, 
from ABC's The View. "If you ever 
get a chance to see it, you should." 

GLOBAL PHENOMENON 
THAT CAN NOT BE SEEN 
INCIIlNA 
Shen Yun cannot be seen in 
China today where traditional 
culture has been mostly 
destroyed under communist 
rule. Yet, Shen Yun has become 
a global cultural sensation 
bringing the virtues and 
wisdom of traditional Chinese 
culture to millions of people 
across four continents. 

Discover what art was meant 
to be. Discover Shen Yun! 

• All 1n drvi dua ls' q uoles o r ,ginally published by rhtt Epoch T,mesand New Tang Dynasty Televisio n . 

ShenYun.com 
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Mutual Engineering 
Service Co. 

Gas Healing Specialists 
conversions From Oil to Gas 

A ~VISION Of THE PETRO GROUP 

• Gas Heating• Air Condit!oning • Heat Pumps• RoofTop Systems• 

Want Comfort? The Feeling is UMutuall" 
Keeping vou comtonable since 1934! 

VISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
Dl5S2YER INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

~-- - - - ------- -------------- - ------ --- ----~--- ---

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 
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~ :~ -: , ;~;/ I 

-. 
··• 

www.jvhri.org 
Rhode Island Online Jewish Newspaper 

Visit it often. 

BIRTH - Dr. Jed and Beth (Rosenfeld) Bell of Pickerington, Ohio, are 
proud to announce the birth of their daughter, Harper Rose, born 
July 25, 2012 . Harper is the granddaughter of Dr. Stewart and Linda 
Rosenfeld of Warwick and Mark and Sandra Bell of Roslyn, N.Y. 

Dr. Barry Zeltzer 

PROMOTION - Dr. Barry Zeltzer, 
a clinical gerontologist and 
licensed nursing home and as
sisted living administrator, has 
been named chief executive offi
cer of Newport's James L. Maher 
Center, which offers services for 
children and adults with develop
mental disabilities. 

Zeltzer holds an undergraduate 
degree in business administra
tion and psychology from Roger 
Williams University, an MBA 
from Bryant and a Ph.D. from 
Union Institute. 

He resides in Barrington with 
his wife Karen and two children, 
Jessica and Zachary. 

From left, Rabbi Dovid Spetner, Rosh Kollel; Rabbi Eliezer Gibber, 
dean of NERC and Rabbi Meir Minster, Rosh Kollel. 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE - Rabbi Eliezer Gibber, dean of the New 
England Rabbinical School in Providence, center, was a scholar-in
residence during the Dec. 21-22 weekend in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Chloe Savit, the daughter of Jeffrey Savit and Lori Barnet, holds a copy 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald in Mexico. 

PUNTA CANA, MEXICO - David and Tina Odessa, along with members of 
Tina's family, and Jeffrey Savit and Lori Barnet, along with members 
of her family, enjoy Punta Cana, Mexico, in late December 2012. 

~---------------------- - -------------------
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THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

Don't leave your 
pets out in the cold 

Voice & Herald wants 
pets' 'portraits' 

PROVIDENCE - Did you 
know? Fifty-seven percent of 
American households own a 
dog or a cat, says petfinder.com. 

If you have pets, share their 
pictures with our readers. 

Let us know why your pre
cious pet should receive a pet 
toy and a "bark," a "meow" or 
a "cheep" of recognition. Pets' 
pictures will be in our March 
1 issue; then, readers may vote 
via Facebook for their pre
ferred pet.. 

Send digital photos (as JPEG 
attachments), with pets' names, 
owners' names, city ofresidence 
and other pet-related informa
tion, to: nkirsch@shalomri.org 
or JV&H, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906. Mailed 
entries must include a SASE . 

Deadline for submissions is 
Feb. 15: Don't delay! 

COMMUNITY 
www.jvhri.org 

Leslie Friedman, center, talks with friends Jessica Knapp and Amy Barlow 
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Leslie Friedman's grandmother 
Frances Friedman and her niece, 

NANCY KIRSCH Lexi Friedman, 2, attend the 
Jan. 10 opening. 

Leslie Friedman's 'Fun Guys' draws a crowd to the Alliance 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Provi-
dence's "hometown girl" Les
lie Friedman held court at 
the opening of her show "Fun 
Guys" at the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island's gallery 

(401). The opening on Thurs
day, Jan. 10, drew a crowd of 
family members, friends and 
art aficionados who perused 
Friedman's work, sampled ap
petizers - including "shots" of 
homemade soups, prepared by 
the Alliance's "Chef G." 

Friedman, wbo calls herself 

"a scholar of both art and po
litical science," is a fellow at 
The Center for Emerging Vi
sual Artists and the founder of 
the collectively run-art gallery 
Napoleon, both located in Phil· 
adelphia, Pa. 

Friedman's works, which 
will remain in gallery (401) for 

Hear al::iout opportunities in Israel's Nortll 
from Nefesh B'Nefesh Go North Olim and staff, 

in the comfort of your own home. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27TH 
11 :00am-2:30pm EST 

several weeks, are available for 
sale; prices for framed screen
prints range from $150 to $600. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Erin Moseley at emoseley@ 
shalomri.org or 421-4111. 

SESSION 1 SESSION 2 

Webinars will run 
throughout the day 

on the following topics: 

11:00am Go North Program Overview 
= --------- = --------------------------- = -----------------·--·-

11 :30am Employment Trends & Job Search Preparation Aliyah Planning: Rights and Benefits 
= ------------------- . -------------------------·--- ----------- --·---- ----------··---- ------------------------------ - ------- -------- ------------·-- --- ---

12:lSpm Entrepreneurship & the Job Market Budg~_!i"-~ -& T __ im __ i_ng ___ _ 

_ 1:00pm .... Communities in the North _________ Active Retirement 
1:45pm Education in the North (Double session) 

For more information and to register: WWW.NBN .ORG.IL GNEXPO or 1-866-4-ALIYAH 

Go North Personal Planning Meetings !byappolnrmenr onlyJ to register for meetings In your area: www.nbn.org.11/121 

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH ti ,.,. N ~,,,th 11 if'I .:, >Y"> THE n•,1;,•;, mn,o;, w 111,ma JEWISH i ll JEWISH AGENCY Y1H'1 9J ,e es nu•~~~ In ( '"' 1"'" 111 0 11 wrlh iii NATIO NAL Ct:\'~ I 1t,, Rnssdl lk , rk 1'011ml.1tio11 
~ ~~ FOR ISRAEl '1H11!1' W9J~ B efesh an~~a • fUNO ~ 
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With millions still out of work, many people in our 
own community are forced to choose between 
paying the rent and putting food on their table. 
Today, more people are turning to us for assistance 
than ever before. Help us ensure that no one is 
turned away. 

Support the 2013 Annual Community Campaign. 
Visit www.shalomri.org today. 

The strength of a people. The power of community. 
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