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MOAMMAR GADHAFI 

Gadhafi's 
strange 

courtship 
of the Jews 

What where 
they thinking? 

BY R ON l<A,\[PEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Now it 
can be told: For the last decade or so, 
the Jews had secret back channels to 
Moammar Gadhafi. 

\Vhat led the pro-Israel commu
nity into a careful relationship with 
Gadhafi 10 years ago were consid
erations of U.S. national interests, 
Israel's security needs and the claims 
of Libyan Jews. 

After his overthrow by Libyan 
rebels and his killing last week, the 
conclusion among many pro-Israel 
figures in America is that it was 
worth it, despite the Libyan strong
man's erratic behavior and his igno
ble downfall. 

The reason: Gadhafi's shift away 
from state terrorism after the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks eliminated a funder 
and organizer of threats to Israeli 
and U.S. interests. 

Gaclhafi's overtures to the pro
Israel community began in 2002, 
when a leader of the Libyan Jewish 
communi.ty in exile, David Gerbi, 
returned to Libya to bring an elderly 
aunt to Italy, where he and his family 
now live. His aunt, Rina Debach, is 
believed to be the last Jew to have 
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A restored 
Torah finds 
anew home 
Agudas Achim wraps 

up centennial year 
celebration 

B1 l'i"~CY KIRSCH 

nkimh@shalomri.org 

ATTLEBORO, l'\lass. - If Con
gregation Agudas Achirn were a 
person, it would have received its 
solicitation from AARP - known 
for sending membership applica
tions to nearly everyone imagin
able on or near their 50th birthday 
- 50 years ago! 

Those celebrating the Recoo
structionist synagogue's final and 
grandest centennial year event -
the acquisition of a newly-restored 
Torah - included congregants 

/Nancy Kirsch whose ages almost spanned the I JONATHAN NIERMAN, left, and Deborah Stoloff, center, are part of the Agudas Achim parade. Stoloff 
holds the newly restored Torah, and Stuart Freiman, Agudas Achim's president, walks behind her. CONGREGANTS, Page 25 

National campaign chair 
speaks to Pacesetter donors 

Engaging in transforrnative work is a sacred honor 
B Y N .-\.SCY K IRSCH 

nkimh@shalomri.org 

PROVIDE CE - Our Jewish commu
nal work, said Susie Stern to an intimate 
group of more than fifty Pacesetter
level Annual Community Campaign 
contributors (Pacesetters are those who 

give $10,000 or 
more each year to 
the Annual Com
munity Campaign) 
at the Statehouse 
on the evening of 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 

"takes our breath away." 
Stern should know. The national cam
paign chair of the Jewish Federations 

of orth America QT A) and leader 
of several international missions, she 
has delivered packages of food to elderly 
Holocaust survivors in Moscow - those 
who have no safety net other than dona
tions from philanthropic Jews - and 
opened the Taglit Birthright Ceremony 
in Israel in front of 3,000 cheering and 
singing Jewish teens from Argentina, 
Brazil, Germany, South Africa, Russia 
and the United States. 

While these experiences won't be 
found in "1,000 Places to Visit before 
You Die," a book Stern enjoys perus
ing, she feels privileged to be able to visit 
communities across the United States as 
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/ Nancy KirKh 
SUSIE STERN SPEAKS at the Annual 

Community Campaign event on Oct. 11 . 
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A first-hand account 
of the Occupy Wall 
Street movement 

'This is what democracy looks like' 

BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

NEW YORK - A weekend trip 
with friends to New York City 
included a stop at Zucconi Park, 
renamed Liberty Square by pro
testors, in Lower Manhattan. I 
wanted to experience first-hand 
the Occupy Wall Street (OWS) 
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movement to better understand 
what was happening. As I stepped 
off the subway at Fulton Street 
and approached Liberty Square 
from the north, the sounds of the 
protesters could be heard echoing 
from several blocks away. 

"An estimated 
10,000 peop1e 

found their way 
to Times Square, 
the 'Crossroads of 

the Wor1d."' 

At first glance, Liberty Square 
looked more like a swap meet 
than the center of a global revolu
tion. But upon closer inspection, I 
saw that Liberty Square is a self
sustaining community unto itself. 
Throughout the square there 
are segmented areas to accom
modate the new residents, more 
of whom arrive on a daily, if not 
hourly, basis. Racks of donated 
clothes are available for protes
tors. Equipped with buckets, 
mops and brooms, the trash and 
recycling areas allow protestors to 
keep the square clean and orderly. 
Various stations where protestors 
can get a haircut, sew clothes, 
make signs and compost food 
had sprung up; there was even a 
makeshift library. 

But it was the people at the 
park and the stories they had to 
tell that compelled me to join the 

Live in elegant surroundings , enriched with a 
distinctive cultural ambiance. An unparalleled level 
of service and amenities , and the support you need 
for your safety and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion . 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, call Dianne: 
401 -732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org ~I 

Tm; OCCUPATION 

OF T ~IES SQUARE 

My second visit to Liberty 
Square, Day 30 of the OWS 
movement, started much like the 
first - stepping off the subway 
platform and into the echo
ing streets. However, there were 
notable changes. The police pres
ence was clearly elevated; the 
number of people who had joined 
the movement had exploded; and 
the number of cameras, from both 
media outlets and onlookers, was 
staggering. 

From Liberty Square I joined 
one of three marches to Wash
ington Square Park, about 30 
blocks north . What is normally a 

35-minute walk had turned into a 
2-and-1/2-hour trek with thou
sands of people. Along the way, 
protestors were met with cheers 
from crowds gathered on street 
corners. 

"I marched down these streets 
35 years ago," said one onlooker, 
"now it's your turn." People joined 
the march - some for a few blocks, 
others for the remainder of the 
day. All walks of life were rep
resented - every race, creed and 
sexual orientation - young and 
old, employed and unemployed, 
liberal and conservative. 

DESPITE PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS, this woman protests. 

Chanting could be heard from 
both sides of the streets. "Show 
me what democracy looks like." 
"This is what democracy looks 
like." 

OWS movement. 
"I don't know how this hap

pened to me," said an employed 
woman without medical insur
ance. Stricken with uterine 
cancer, she was forced to live on 
the streets because of mounting 
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medical bills. 
"As long as it takes," read the 

sign mounted to the front of one 
protestor's walker as she struggled 
to march through the streets. 

While the signs and stories 
differ, the overarching theme 
remains the same - anger about 
corporate greed and the need for 
systemic change. 

As the three marches converged 
on Washington Square Park, a 
rally ensued. The "People's Mic" 
was adopted by protestors - a 
system where the crowd repeats 
the speaker's words, phrase by 
phrase, and echoes the words 
back through the masses. A sol
dier who fought in Iraq spoke of 
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OCCUPY Wall Street has spread to cities across the nation, around the world 
From Page 2 

his love for America and the dif
ferences between "fighting the 
government's enemy and fighting 
our own." 

A Native American man 
inspired the crowd when he 
expressed adoration for "a move
ment 500 years in the making." 

An energized march proceeded 
to Times Square - with an ever
growing police presence. The 
New York City Police Depart
ment had blocked the cross streets 
in an attempt to stop the protes
tors from coalescing in Times 
Square. D espite police efforts, 
an estimated 10,000 people found 
their way to Times Square, the 
"Crossroads of the World." 

"1 marched down 
these streets 35 

years ago, now it's 
your turn." 

Protestors were met with metal 
barricades and a wall of police 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder in 
riot gear. There were several tense 
moments as protestors, trying 
to make their intentions clear, 
chanted, "This is a nonviolent 
protest." 

One of the day's most unfor
gettable moments happened as 
police continued to move in on 
the crowd - thousands of pro
testers spontaneously sang "This 
Little Light of Mine," a song 
well-known to mid-20th century 
protesters advocating through
out America for civil rights for 
African-Americans. After several 
more demonstrations of power, 
including police choppers hover
ing over Times Square, the police 
finally stood down, recognizing 
that this protest was in fact non
violent. 

In total, authorities arrested 
92 people - 14 for violating a 

A MULTITUDE OF SIGNS, a multitude of protesters 

midnight curfew at Washington 
Square Park and an additional 78 
throughout the citywide protests. 

Occupy Wall Street is a people
powered, soc ial-media-d riven 
movement that began on Sept. 17, 

2011 in Liberty Square in Man
hattan's Financial District, and 
has spread to more than 100 cities 
in the United States and more 
than 1,500 cities globally. 

To see more of Sullivan's photos of 

the Occupy Wall Street movement, 
visit The Jewish Voice & Herald 
Facebook page. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate far the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater R hode Island. 
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ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Occupy Providence: 
To what end? 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

~

MEMBER THE ADAGE: 
Lead, follow or get out of the way"? 

My seat-of-the-pants research 
ttributes the expression to Thomas 

Paine, General George S. Patton and Lee 
lacocca. 

Given my reactions to my brief visit to the 
Oct. 15 Occupy Providence opening, I have 
been pondering both the expression and my 
history of activism. 

At age 10, I was furious that I couldn't 
follow our synagogue rabbi to a Southern city 
to march with M artin Luther King, Jr. - not 
that he was recruiting anyone to join him. I 
believed my mother, who said, "It's too dan
gerous, no way can you go," was ridiculously 
over-protective. 

Other efforts to lead - wearing a black arm
band to protest U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
in a required government class in high school 
and integrating a men's-only steam room in 
college - were short-lived fiascos. 

In college and later, I protested against Viet
nam, for passage of the Equal Rights Amend
ment, for Roe v. Wade to continue, and for 
enactment of strict gun controls at the Million 
Mom March. Here in Rhode Island, I helped 
lead a statewide ballot initiative to grant voting 
rights to parolees and probationers - and 
marched for that ultimately successful initia
tive. 

More often than not, I was an enthusiastic 
follower, not a leader, but committed to the 
cause I marched for - exiting Vietnam, guar
anteeing equal rights to women, keeping abor
tion safe and legal, restricting gun access and 
guaranteeing access to voting rights. 

So, when I followed my 17-year-old son to 
Burnside Park in downtown Providence, I 
wanted to be moved, I wanted to be inspired, 
I wanted to be motivated. I could be an enthu
siastic follower, I thought. But after the initial 
enthusiasm of seeing nearly a dozen people 
I know - from different stages of my life in 
Rhode Island - and introducing them to my 
son, I felt a little adrift. What exactly were we 
doing there? I was impressed that the crowd 
was multi-generational - white-haired women 
toted "Grannies for Justice" signs and young 
children, with a bird's eye view, rode atop 
adults' shoulders. I was impressed that the 
crowd was multi-racial and seemingly socio
economically mixed - people who appeared 
down on their luck mingled with a senior leg
islative aide for one member of Rhode Island's 
congressional delegation and others. Believe 
me, well-coifed hair and expensive haircuts, 
manicures and pedicures reveal a great deal. 

I don't know why I lacked inspiration: Is it 
that I want "Occupy ... " to have a clear, coher
ent message? 

Am I simply jaded and cynical about this, 
our nation's most recent protest? I hope not; I 
want to live by Bob Dylan's "Forever Young" : 
"May you grow up to be righteous/ May you grow 
up to be true/May you always know.the truth/And 
see the lights surrounding you/May you always be 
courageous /Stand upright and be strong/ May you 
stay forever young/ Forever young ... May your 
hands always be busy /May your feet always be 
swift/May you have a strongfoundation / When 
the winds of changes shift.• 

IT SEEMS To ME 

The m an behind the letter 
Our history conditions us 
to side with the underdog 

mNALD RUSSO'S LETTER 
o the editor appeared in the 
ept. 2 issue of this newspaper 
ith the headline, "Practicing 

Catholic seeks answers to his questions." 
In his letter, Russo, a Barrington resident, 
asks, "Why do most American Jews still 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

support and vote for very 
liberal politicians when 
you would think their 
values would be more in 
line with more conserva
tive candidates? Is there 
some historical reason for 
this or are other factors at 
work? Also, is it chang
ing or has the percentage 
remained constant?" 

Since his letter engen
dered considerable com-

ment, I arranged a face-to-face meeting in 
order to develop a fuller sense of "the man 
behind the letter." On Monday, Oct. 3, I 
spent an hour or so with Russo in my old 
office at Temple Habonim in Barrington. 
H e impressed me as extremely energetic, 
alert, intellectually curious and self
assured. H e clearly has chosen his parents 
wisely; although he happens to be almost 
my exact contemporary, he appears to be 20 
years my junior. 

During our wide-ranging conversation, I 
learned that Russo graduated from Rhode 
Island School of Design (RISD) in 1964 
with a degree in industrial design. Since 
graduation, he has spent his entire life 
designing and inventing medical devices; 
he holds 70 patents. Early on, he designed 
a special walker for children with physical 
disabilities who attended Rhode Island's 
Meeting Street School. In 1968, while 
working for Becton-Dickinson Corp. 
(Becton) in Rutherford, N .]., he shared a 
patent for a "surgical stick sponge" with 
Henry J. Heimlich - the same Heimlich 

who was to achieve fame for his life-saving 
anti-choking maneuver. 

In 1970, while still at Becton, Russo 
was granted a patent for an "apparatus 
for taking multiple samples," a miniature 
needle valve now widely used throughout 
the world. Today, whenever our blood is 
drawn for more than one collection tube, 
we avoid blood spillage and multiple needle 
sticks, thanks to Russo's invention. 

Though Russo began his career in the 
corporate world, he has been on his own 
for the past 20 years. A long-time member 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and the Society of Plastic Engi
neers, he continues to design and invent 
what are classified as disposable medical 
devices. A highly successful businessman, 
Russo insists that he has enjoyed his work 
so much that he has never considered it a 
"job." 

"Russo has had 
more than his share 

of life's sorrows." 

After sharing something of our life sto
ries, Russo and I discussed his letter to the 
editor. Though a frequent reader of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald, he told me that 
he has never seen any discussion within its 
pages of the questions raised in his letter 
- questions that interest him from a socio
logical rather than a religious perspective, 
although he is a practicing Catholic. He 
went on to say that his Jewish friends and 
neighbors in Barrington, along with their 
adult children, have been consistent sup
porters of liberal causes and candidates. Yet 
when pressed to explain such support, they 
could articulate no reasons beyond affirm
ing that on an emotional level their sense 
of Jewish identity requires them to take lib
eral social and political positions. 

Russo maintains that his are relevant 
questions, questions that might help prod 
people to better understand the nature of 

their commitments. Russo says that he 
would expect us Jews to be drawn to more 
conservative social and political positions 
because we seem to hold what appears to 
him to be "conservative values:" our strong 
sense of family, our drive towards upward 
mobility fueled by a commitment to edu
cational achievement, and our belief that a 
combination of hard work and native abil
ity makes individual success possible in 
this "land of opportunity." In addition, our 
political and social liberalism would seem 
- at least superficially- to work against our 
economic self-interest. 

In responding to Russo's challenging 
questions, I found myself repeating sugges
tions that have already appeared in recent 
issues of this newspaper: To wit, our his
tory of persecution - from slavery in Egypt 
to the Nazi Holocaust to the persecution of 
Soviet Jews to the widespread Arab anti
Semitism of today - has conditioned us to 
side with the underdog, to lend our voices 
to the voiceless. In addition, many of us 
continue to derive inspiration from such 
biblical prophets as Isaiah - " ... to share 
your bread with the hungry, to take the 
wretched poor into your home" (58:7) - or 
Amos - "Let justice well up as the waters!" 
(5:24) Perhaps such responses may begin to 
answer Russo's questions. 

Though he has maintained his home in 
Barrington for more than 30 years, Russo 
now spends most of the year in Naples, Fla. 
His daughter and two grandchildren live 
in Connecticut. His wife, whom he met at 
RISD when they were both students there, 
died long ago when only in her early 30s. 
Russo has had more than his share of life's 
sorrows, but he somehow remains ever 
conscious of life's blessings. 

After having this opportunity to spend 
time with Ronald Russo, I think it is 
appropriate for me to call "the man behind 
the letter" a true mensh. 

fam es B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
al rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

------------Letter------------
Stein's diatribe inappropriate and misguided 

IAM WRITING this letter in 
response to Josh Stein's Sept. 16 
column, which responded to a Sept. 

2 letter from "The practicing Catholic" 
who was seeking information about why 
Jewish people vote for liberal politicians. 

Stein may be annoyed with the editor for 
printing Ronald Russo's letter; however, 
I was deeply offended and put off by his 
column. I found him to be rude and disre
spectful to someone who was trying to get 
a better understanding ofJewish values. 

As an educator, he should have given a 

heartfelt answer; instead, his response was 
insensitive and most inappropriate. I feel 
that his comments could possibly alienate 
the Jewish community from our non-Jew
ish friends and neighbors. 

As a member of the Jewish community I 
feel it is important to embrace multicultural 
diversity with open arms and it is only fair 
that Russo deserve an appropriate response 
from a member of the clergy. I feel that an 
apology from Stein should be forthcoming. 

Stein's diatribe about conservatives and 
Republicans causing the nation's social ills 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald welcomes 
letters from our readers. Send 
letters (no more than 2S0 words, 
please) to nkirschOshalomri. 
org or The Voice & Herald, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include a daytime 

phone number. 
Letters must be signed and 

may be edited for content and 
length. 

wwwjvhri.org 

was inappropriate and misguided. A simple 
explanation of tikkun olam would have suf
ficed or how, at a very young age, we are 
instilled with the values of tzedakah and 
helping those who are in need. 

Martin K. Rasnick 
Barrington 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice 

& Herald 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald is to 
communicate Jewish news, 

ideas and ideals by connecting and 
givingvoice to the diverse views ofthe 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVEITI 

Kol Nidrei at the Wall (Street o ccupation) 
'7his is the fast I desire . .. ' 

0 N KOLNIDREI, my oldest so~ 
and his wife attended services 
in their new shul in Virginia. 
My wife and I kvelled in Mil

waukee, Wis., as our son the cantor chanted 
the haunting melodies and gave life to the 
ancient words. But it's the experience of our 
youngest son I'd like to discuss with you. 

Much has been written about the so
called Wall Street Occupation. Unless 

you've been living under a 
rock, you know that leftist 
activists in New York have 
taken over a small park that 
they use as a staging ground 
for speeches and occasional 
marches on Wall Street. 
I'm pretty sure I know what 

Josh the protesters are opposed 
Stein to - corporate greed - but 

------ I'm not sure what they favor 
instead. ls it a genuine movement or warm 
weather flight of fancy, a nostalgic return 
to those thrilling days of 1968 in Chicago? 
Time will tell. 

Here (edited for space) is what my son saw 
on Kol Nidrei: 

The service was held at a public plaza 
across the street from Zuccotti Park, where 
the occupation itself is centered. We were 
surrounded by police (and food carts, prob-

Overt racism 
is definitely taboo 

U CAN READ this headline 
"Black and Blue - and White" 

r "Black - and Blue and White." 
Therein lies a story with a positive 

beginning and not-so-happy middle. 
As is well known, in the 1980s and 1990s 

Israel spent much money and energy to 
bring tens of thousands of Ethiopian Jews 
to its shores. For anyone accusing Israel of 
being a racist state (remember the infamous 

U.N. declaration of Zion
ism = Racism?) here was 
proof positive that Israel 
was no such thing. Indeed, 
you would be hard pressed 
to find any nation on Earth 
where the government 
made a concerted effort to 
help "blacks" immigrate 

Sam into their country. Nor 
Lehman- has Israel rested on those 
Wilzig laurels; in the past two 

-----'--- months, it has success
fully completed its longstanding project 
of bringing the Ethiopian Falashmura to 
the Promised Land. These are former Jews 
whose ancestors converted to Christianity 
(some voluntarily, others not) but contin
ued to maintain a connection to their past 
Jewishness. In short: We are witness here 
to 30 years of turning "Black - (into) Blue 
and White." 

Unfortunately, the Israeli government's 
efforts have not easily been followed up 
in Israeli society. Overt signs of racism 
are few and far between - other than the 
occasional racial epithet by a few truly 
benighted (and usually lower-class) Israe-

ably in the worst possible place for busi
ness that night). I got there right before it 
started. I've read that 1,000 participated. At 
7 p.m., two rabbis and a cantor (Avi Fox 
Rosen, Getzel Davis and Sarah Wolf) stood 
in the center of the plaza and got every
one's attention in the standard Occupy Wall 

"lt was a very 
memorable Kol Nidrei 

at the barricades of the 
revolution! " 

Street style by shouting "Mic check" in call 
and repeat style. They asked everyone to 
form concentric circles around them. They 
distributed some mahzorim (prayer books) 
and kippot, and created four aisles through 
the crowd. Some people brought fold
ing chairs, but most of us stood and sat on 
the concrete. All instructions were given 
in call and repeat, so that everyone could 
hear. There are no microphones or bull
horns, as the occupation does not have a 
sound perm.it. 

Most of the service was in Hebrew, a 
traditional Conservative service with some 
added phrases to make it more egalitar
ian. There was some singing and some nig
gunim (wordless melodies), as well. For 

most of the service we were sitting in a 
circle facing the Rabbi, but for the amidah 
and for Al Het' (the confession of sins), we 
faced east. We did the traditional Al Het' in 
Hebrew, and then a more political version 
in English afterward. It started, "We have 
sinned by yielding to confusion and falling 
into passivity." 

The sermon was in the same call-and
repeat fashion. The rabbi took traditional 
Jewish concepts and made them relevant 
in ways I was not expecting. For instance 
he talked about the origins of the holiday -
Jews seeking forgiveness for worshiping the 
golden calf. That got him talking about con
temporary "gold worship," wealth, capital
ism and the rest. Then he talked about how 
Yorn Kippur can easily be embraced as an 
opportunity for forgiveness, and is therefore 
described in some texts as the happiest day 
of the year. He talked about what it means 
that humanity was created in God's image. 
If we are meant to serve God on Earth, 
then what better way to do it than to serve 
humanity? It was a smart way of making a 
humanist argument in a religious context. 

The sermon was followed by an "uncon
ventional Aleinu." He said the Aleinu is our 
commitment to serve, and to do better in the 
future. So he had people shout out things 
they commit to do in the New Year, and if 
anyone wanted to take on that commitment, 
they could shout "Aleinu" afterward. 

The commitments ranged from "I will call 

my mother more often" and "I will question 
my own assumptions" to "I will work to end 
capitalism" and "I will fight for a living wage 
for all workers." People were shy at first, but 
after a few shoutouts there were too many 
hands up to call on, so the rabbi had every
one yell out their own oath together, and we 
all did, and laughed, and then sang the tra
ditional end of Aleinu together. 

We said Kaddish, and that was it. People 
milled around, and many wandered over to 
join the occupation across the street. The 
organizers say they are planning to do Friday 
night services there as long as the occupation 
continues. All of this - the whole political 
Yorn Kippur concept - could have failed on 
both religious and political grounds, but I 
thought they did a really good job on both 
fronts. I think it was especially successful 
because it had an immediate and clear rel
evancy and urgency to it, and the rabbi and 
cantors all did a great job with the difficult 
circumstances (the constant call and repeat, 
the lack of chairs, etc.). 

It was a very memorable Kol Nidrei at the 
barricades of the revolution! 

A very brief video of a niggun moment at the 
Occupation can be found at http://www.twit
vid.com/6HEQ8. 

j osh Stein is a profassor of history at R oger 
Williams University. Contact him at }stein@ 
rwu.edu. 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Black and blue and white 
)is. However, covert/indirect racism can be 
found in abundance and has led to serious 
conflict in Israel. 

The most blatant example has been in 
the school system. Israel has several school 
systems: secular public; religious public; 
religious quasi-public; ultra-Orthodox 
independent (to name but the principal 

a very significant part of the schools that 
they entered. You probably can guess the 
next step: massive outflow of (mostly Ash
kenazi) religious pupils from those schools 
to the "religious quasi-public" system -
leaving the Ethiopians almost alone (or 
together with other lower-class Sephardi 
pupils) in their chosen schools. 

Why did the 
"native" Israeli par
ents remove their 

Back Yard"). 
In any case, for the past several years, 

Ethiopian parents accepted the situation, 
as they wanted their kids to stay together 
in the same school. However, this past 
summer something "broke" (perhaps in 
the spirit of the general Israeli Tent City 
protests) - and they demanded that "their" 
school be closed and their children inte
grated into the other religious schools. 
Once again, the government body proved 

"Ethiopians are 
metaphorically 
'Black and Blue' 

to be more liberal/open than Israeli soci
ety - trying desperately to find enough 
places in the few other religious schools 
located in each relevant municipality. 

Unlike the U.S. experiences of the 
1950s and 1960s, no massive police force 
was needed to accomplish this in Israel 
- where, as I said earlier, overt racism is 
definitely taboo. Moreover, some Ethi
opians have made massive strides: Israel 
has recently graduated its first Ethiopian 
doctors, Ph.D.s and other professionals. 
Unfortunately, though, given the huge 
socio-economic gap between native-

as compared 
to the Jewish
lsraeli 'White' 
society." 

,._ __ _:c..._:: _____ __i --------- born Israelis and Ethiopian immigrants 
arriving on Israel 's shores, the overall 

situation has remained one in which the 
Ethiopians are metaphorically "Black and 
Blue" as compared to the Jewish-Israeli 
"White" society. 

players), two of which are relevant to the 
present discussion. The "religious public" 
(dati le'umi) is financed solely by the state; 
the "religious quasi-public" (dati torani) is 
subsidized by the state, along with paren
tal tuition payments. As a matter of course, 
most Ethiopian Jews send their children to 
the religious public system because they are 
religious and poor. However, given that the 
government's immigrant-absorption policy 
was to settle the Ethiopians in "nuclear" 
neighborhoods where they could main
tain their traditional customs and social 
network and not get lost in Israeli society 
at large, these Ethiopian Jews constituted 

kids from these 
schools? They claim it was for purely edu
cational reasons: Ethiopian children often 
had learning problems, with little backup 
at home from barely-literate parents, so the 
schools had to lower their educational level 
to take account of the Ethiopian children's 
slower progress. The latter's level of religi
osity also tended to be somewhat "lower" 
(i.e., less stringent) - another bone of con
tention for religious Ashkenazi parents. 
Other people, however, see pure racism in 
the massive exit from these schools - the 
NIMBY effect ("It's fine for Israel to bring 
in the Ethiopian Jews - but Not In My 

wwwjvhri.org 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
f/an University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Profassor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site: www.profilw. 
com. 

Editor's Note: The Annual Community 
Campaign of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island contributes funds to help Ethio
pian f ews in Israel. 

I 
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A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

No to halting Palestinian aid, yes to compromise 
A two-state solution 

will achieve peace 
BY BARRY SCHILLER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TIESE ARE difficult 
mes for Israel: Pales

tinians are demanding 
.N. recognition, Egypt 

and Turkey are becoming more 
hostile, there is growing unrest in 
Syria, Hamas and Hezbollah are 
accumulating arms and Israel is 
growing increasingly isolated from 
the rest of the world. 

While the American Jewish com
munity cannot expect unanimous 
agreement on how to respond, we 
do need to listen to one other with 
respect as we discuss this. 

While some of us are uneasy 
about President Obama's Middle 
East policies, he, as our president, 
must balance many interests and 

try to get Israelis and Palestinians 
together in some kind of peace pro
cess that will require all to compro
mise. To date, he has been blasted 
from all sides for his efforts - on 
one side because he has failed to 
keep Israel from expanding settle
ments and is expected to block the 
Palestinian bid for U.N. recogni
tion and on the other side, because 
he articulates the long-held Ameri
can positions that a peace deal must 
be based on adjustments to the 1967 
lines and no further expansion of 
settlements. Would-be peacemak
ers are often seen as "selling out" by 
extremists on both sides, but we all 
know compromise is the only way 
to peace. 

We also should be aware that 
some politicians, many of whom 
have expressed little interest in the 
Mideast yet aware of some uneasi
ness within the Jewish community, 
see an opportunity to profit politi-

cally from that uneasiness. Though 
their real agenda may be to gut 
Social Security, Medicare or other 
social services, their right-wing 

''Would it be better 
if Saudi Arabia 
were financing 
the Palestinian 

Authority?" 

thinking is also likely to make the 
Mideast situation worse. 

When we need a strong president 
to head off anti-Israel U.N. action 
and lead a coalition to incentiv
ize Iran to forgo nuclear weapons, 
these right-wing politicians are 
doing everything possible to bring 
down Obama, even if it hurts the 

American people, as well as people 
in the Middle East. Pandering to 
emotions, they irresponsibly · seek 
to cut off American aid to the Pal
estinian Authority. The U.S. State 
Department, the Israeli govern
ment and those working for a peace 
deal all recognize the need to pre
serve such American aid to help 
maintain a security agreement that 
has successfully minimized acts of 
terrorism from the West Bank, to 
help the Palestinian Authority fend 
off Hamas and to build up a Pales
tinian economy so that Palestinians 
have a stake in a peace deal. 

The aid is essential for maintain
ing the progress that Palestinians 
are making in strengthening .gov
ernment institutions needed for a 
two-state solution, and for keep
ing some American leverage in the 
region. Would it be better if Saudi 
Arabia were financing the Palestin
ian Authority? 

Mahmoud Abbas was cheered 
at the U.N., Netanyahu by our 
Congress. Though both men may 
have derived emotional satisfac
tion from their speeches - and the 
reactions to them - neither speech 
helped advance peace, the only way 
to improve the lives of everyone in 
the Middle East. We must reach a 
two-state solution before the situa
tion deteriorates further. I hope our 
community will support those who 
are trying to achieve a two-state 
solution. 

Barry Schiller, a retired Rhode 
Island College math professor, is a 
rnemher of the Community Relations 
Council's (CRC) Israel Task Force 
and J Street Rhode Island. 1he views 
expressed herein are those of Schiller, 
not necessarily those of the CRC, its 
Israel Task Force or j Street Rhode 
Island. Contact him at bschiller@ 
localnet.com. 

--------------Letters-------------
Rememher from whence we came Retirement security an issue for all of us RONALD RUSSO IS 
curious as to why most 
Jewish people embrace 

liberalism. 
In my small circle of Jewish 

friends, most if not all share one 
thing in common: compassion for 
their fellow man. 

Sadly, Russo's surname sug
gests he shares at least a part of 
his ancestry with me. My parents, 
along with Jews, Poles, Irish and 
other ethnic groups were part of 
the great immigration of the 19th 
and 20th centuries. They were 
cast into a hostile environment 
where they were forced to take 
on the worst jobs, risking life 
and limb to earn a living. Indeed 
many felt it necessary to anglicize 
their names to find work. Most 
turned to the D emocratic Party, 
whose liberal agenda offered 
these minorities opportunities 
they never had. 

The true liberals have not for-

gotten their roots. It's amazing 
how people with humble begin
nings suddenly, as if by magic, 
morph into conservatives when 
meeting with a little success. 

Russo seems to regard "liberal" 
as a dirty word. In every diction
ary I've read, liberalism is defined 
as generous, unprejudiced, chari
table, progressive and open
minded. Conservatism is defined 
as bigoted, mean-spirited, intol
erant and greedy. The very term 
conservatism as pertaining to the 
Republican Party is a lie. The 
only thing they wish to conserve 
and fatten is their bankroll. 

A final thought: Members of 
any racial or ethnic minority who 
serve in or support the Repub
lican Party are traitors to their 
heritage and heap dishonor upon 
their ancestors. 

Anthony D'Abrosca 
West Warwick 

Errata: 
In the Oct. 14 issue, "Rabbi Wayne Franklin to speak at Provi

dence College," incorrectly reported the title of his speech. His 
presentation is "My Children Have Vanquished Mel": Decision
Making in Judaism.• 

In the Oct. 14 issue, "Synagogue resources ... • incorrectly 
identified Down syndrome as Down's syndrome. 

In the Sept. 30 issue, "Advice from experts and others,· incor
rectly identified the owner of lopco Contracting. His name is 
Tom lopatosky. 

EVERYONE DESERVES 
to retire with respect and 
dignity. Pensions were 

put in place to ensure security in 
retirement. Promises that were 
made to Rhode Island's workers 
should be kept. A simple concept, 
but one that is now in jeopardy for 
Rhode Island's teachers and public 
employees through no fault of their 
own. 

Teachers and public workers have 
never missed their required contri
bution to the pension system - 9.5 
percent of a teacher's salary and 8.75 
percent of another public employ
ee's salary. Unfortunately, the same 

I, TOO, SUPPORT The 
Voice's inclusion of disparate 
opinions and was composing 

my own letter when I came across 
that of Saul Ricklin in the Sept. 
30 issue, "What's with Josh Stein's 
dissatisfaction?" His views reflect 

cannot be said about our employer. 
In the late 1980s and early 1990s 
when the state had budget difficul
ties, instead of funding the pen
sion system, it balanced the budget 
with pension fund money. During 
the last decade, politicians gave tax 
breaks to the rich and even used 
savings from the pension fund to 
pay for the loss in state revenue. 
And finally, the poor performance 
of the stock market - where most 
of our pension money is invested -
led to major declines in the pension 
fund's value. These are the causes of 
the unfunded liability - not work
ers' benefits. 

More Ricklin, please 
my own and, therefore, have made 
my letter redundant. H owever, 
since I have long enjoyed Rick
lin's poetry, published in the other 
statewide newspaper, I wish to 
use this space to encourage him to 
continue to submit his informative 

Current workers and teachers in 
public service in Rhode Island pay_ 
for nearly all of their own retire
ment. Rhode Island's teachers and 
public employees already contrib
ute one of the highest percentages 
of salaries toward their retirement 
in the country. Any changes that 
politicians make to the plan must 
also take into account that half of 
teachers and public safety workers 
are not part of the Social Security 
System. 

Rosalie Goldman 
Newport 

1he writer is a retired Rhode Island 
public school teacher. 

and entertaining work. Its inclusion 
in your opinion pages would add a 
gentle and gracious interlude to all 
the arguing. In other words, "less 
bick'rin', more Ricklin." 

Arthur C. Norman 
Providence 

The Miriam's book depicts a rich history 
S NANCY KJRSCH patient care, medical education and gift shop. We are very proud of our 
described in her recent research. Many people in our com- hospital's history and feel privileged 
tory, "A gift to the city," munity have played a role in making to share this compilation with our 

in the Sept. 30 issue, "The Miriam The Miriam what it is today, and many donors, patients and friends. 
Hospital: A Gift to the City" is an this book is a tribute to all of them. Arthur Sampson 
unprecedented historical account I'm pleased to announce that the Providence 
of the founding of our hospital, book is now available for purchase Sampson is the executive director of 
chronicling more than 85 years of for $30 in The Miriam Hospital 's 1he Miriam Hospital. 

Paper is politically biased 

IAM BEWILDERED why 
politically The Jewish Voice & 
Herald constantly veers to the 

left. In the Oct. 14 issue, only, the 
following appeared: 

• Adam Chandler: "As the 
Occupy Wall Street protest enters 
its third week, with demonstrations 
popping up in more than 10 cities, 
the protestors are aggressively 
pushing a comparison to the Arab 
Spring. But it's not Tahrir Square 
or Chicago in 1968 that Occupy 

Wall Street most resembles. It's the 
protest for economic justice that 
swept Israel this summer." 

• Alice Shalvi: "We watch 
with considerable dismay the way 
in which the American public is 
swinging from Obama and liberal 
values. Will sanity prevail?" 

• Rabbi James Rosenberg: 
"Moreover the White H ouse 
understands that American Jews 
are far from fixated on the single 
issue of Israel; most Jew's sup-

port Democratic Party .candidates 
because the Democratic Party 
endorses those liberal, social, eco
nomic and political values, which 
were espoused by such biblical 
prophets as Amos and Isaiah and 
Jeremiah... An overwhelming 
majority of American Jews will 
vote for Barrack Obama and his 
fellow Democrats in November 
2012." 

wwwjvhri.org 

Pamela Mahon: "Unfortu
nately, it is only "Liberal" politi
cians who truly want to do this, 
which I believe is why American 
Jews support and vote for them." 

• Josh Stein: "Vote for the 
person you think will get us out 
of the economic mess that Obama 
inherited." 

In one edition, this paper has 
authorized articles supporting the 
left. There are none supporting the 

right. It almost appears the Dem
ocratic Party controls the newspa
per. 

Barrie Shore 
East Greenwich 

Editor's Note: Only the Adam 
Chandler piece was a news story; 
tthe other pieces referenced were opin
ion columns or letters to the editor. 
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Community commentary on prisoner exchange 
Was the price too 
high for Sha/it's 

return? 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org THE RECENTLY 
orchestrated prisoner 
exchange - 1,027 Pales
tinians for Gilad Shalit 

- has raised questions about its 
appropriateness. l s Israel setting 
itself up for more kidnappings? 
Did the Palestinians get too much 
in the bargain? 

In a highly unscientific survey 
of our readers and columnists, 
we posed these questions: "Is the 
price too high? Should the Israeli 
government have released so many 
prisoners in exchange for one IDF 
soldier? How do our Jewish values 
come into play?" 

Here are their answers, some of 
which have been shortened. 

AV! NEVEL 

"For me, [it) is an extremely 
happy day to see Gilad return to 
his family and his country. On the 
other hand, with this happiness, 
there is a great feeling of sadness, 
that the terrorists who murdered 
in cold blood are set free. H ow
ever, it symbolizes the point of 
what Israel will do to save one life." 

A native of Israel, Nevel, a busi
nessman, now lives in Providence. 

PROFESSOR S,ut 

LEHll!AN-WILZIG 

"I do not think that the Shalit 
deal is in line with Jewish values. 

"I am a direct descendant of the 
famous 13th century Rabbi Meir 
of Rothenburg ('MAHARAM'), 
the unquestioned leader of Ash
kenazi Jewry in his day. He was 
captured and imprisoned by the 
local ruler King Rudolf I, where
upon the local Jewish community 
raised a huge ransom payment for 
his release. 

"Upon hearing about the astro
nomical sum, the MAHARAM 
refused to allow his fellow Jews to 
pay the money - and languished 
in prison for seven years until his 
death at age 77. His reason: If 
the Jews pay such a sum, this will 
merely encourage the gentiles to 
kidnap again and again. 

"The parallel with Gilad Shalit is 
clear. .. In the recent past, Hamas 
made it clear that it would settle 
for nothing less than a 'better' 
deal 'per capita Israeli soldier.' The 
Rothenburg moral is clear: With
out drawing a red line, Israel will 
continue to suffer from such kid
nappings and 'deals' in the future. 
While Judaism holds the life of 
every Jew dear, it does not consider 
the life of a threatened present Jew 
to be superior to the lives of Jews 
threatened in the future .. ." 

Lthman-Wilzig, a proftssor at 
Bar-I/an University, is a regular 
JV&H columnist. 

NoA PRA"IVER 

GILAD SHALIT salutes Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu after landing at an Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) air base in the center of Israel on Tuesday, Oct. 18. 

"Gilad Shalit has become a 
household name. During the years 
he has become a synonym for fail
ure, disappointment, abandon
ment ... But today Israel should be 
proud of itself. The name turned 
into a symbol of solidarity, mutual 
assistance, unity. 

"Some say that the Hamas won 
the deal - [but) won what exactly? 
Israel has proved ... that she stands 
behind her soldiers ... she is will
ing to sacrifice for her individuals. 
What a victory for Israel, that she 
puts the safety of her citizens first. 

"I, who served as a soldier, know 
that when we send an 18-year-old 
to the army, we 'have his back' -
we don't leave our men behind. 
That, to me, is victory. 

~Five years is an inconceiv
able amount of time; it's too big ... 
think what has happened to you 
and your family during the last 
five years. How much happiness, 
how much sorrow, how many new 
memories you have created... I 
finished my military service, trav
eled in Central America, started 
and finished my studies at the 
university and arrived in Rhode 
Island. Gilad deserves the right to 
create the memories he chooses ... 
It is our obligation to allow him." 

Prawer is our ]e-wish communi
ty's sh'lihah (emissary} from Israel. 
During her year here, she is a resident 
of Providence. 

EDDYE GOLDEN 

"Your question was whether the 
price was too high - return 1,000 
Palestinian soldiers just to get one 
Israeli back. Personally, I do not 
think it is too much to give. Israel 
prides itself on many important 
values, including the sanctity of 
life. This act simply shows how 
much Israel values the worth of 
one Israeli citizen, let alone a sol
dier. The trade shows how strong 
a country Israel is and how much 
it is willing to give in order to keep 
the community whole. 

"I can see where people may 
believe that one life is not worth 
giving back 1,000 prisoners, 
but the sense of community and 
togetherness that has formed in 
Israel because of all its struggles 
makes it impossible to simply give 
up one person (especially one who 
has been through so much for 
Israel). All I really have to say is ... 
welcome back, Gilad! 

"I am simply astonished at how 
many events are being [held] 
around Emory's campus in honor 
of Gilad. I am a member of 
'Emory Students for Israel' and 
we have had a number of informa
tional meetings about the Israeli 
con.fl.icts today and what has been 
happening with Gilad." 

Golden, a freshman at Emory 
University, is from East Greenwich. 

RABBI JOEL SELTZER 

"The news of his negotiated 
release has brought incredible joy 
to the entire people of Israel, as 
well as the State oflsrael. .. But, he 
will never be able to reclaim those 
lost five years. Ultimately that is 
what the terrorists have taken from 
him, something that can never be 
returned. 

" ... in Israel and in the diaspora 
we debate whether Israel is doing 
the 'right thing.' Some will quote 
the Shulhan Arukh which states: 
'Every moment one delays the 
redeeming of captives, when it is 
possible to hasten their release, it 
is as if one spilt blood' (S.A. Yoreh 
De'a~ 252:3). 

"Others [may) quote the 
Talmud: 'A captive is not to be 
redeemed for a price greater than 
his worth - for the sake of main
taining the world order' (Talmud 
Bavli Gittin 45a). 

"After all, many Israelis who 
opposed the deal were doing so 
because of their own sense of 
missing time; the incalculable 
time they lost when their loved 
ones were murdered... . Their 

wwwjvhri.org 

loved ones will never return home, 
they will never share a seat at the 
family table; theirs will never be a 
joyful reunion .. . though I rejoice at 
Gilad's return ... my heart breaks 
for all those who mourn with the 
sorrow of irreclaimable time." 

Rabbi Seltzer is a member of the 
clergy at Temple Emanu-El in Prov
idence. 

SY DILL 

"I believe this story ... describes 
. .. the way the world works with 
terrorists who wish to destroy 
Israel and the Jewish people. 

"There was an incident in Lvov 
or Vilna during World War II 
when the Nazis located a Jewish 
defense group and threatened to 

execute a couple of thousand Jews 
there, if they didn't turn over their 
leader. The group argued about it 
all night, and finally, by a close 
vote, decided to hand him over. 
The next day, the Nazis tortured 
and executed him and ... yes, they 
went ahead and murdered the rest 
of the Jewish community anyway. 

"A portion of an Oct. 17, 2011 
Wall Street Journal editorial 
reflects my thinking on this issue: 
'Israel has a long history of unequal 
prisoner exchanges... The Jewish 
state's repeated willingness to pay 
an exorbitant price for its citizens 
is a testament to its national and 
religious values, which stress the 
obligation to redeem captives ... 

'But virtues often have their 
defects. .. negotiations to return 
Shalit dragged on. .. because 
Hamas [believed] it could drive 
the hardest possible bargain. 

'Sooner or later, Israel will learn 
the name of its next Gilad Shalit. 
Sooner or later, it will learn that 
the better course is to give its ene
mies reasons to think twice before 
taking hostages in the first place.'" 

Dill, a retired businessman, lives 

in Providence. 

BLOSSOM S. KIRSCHENBAUM 

"So now we can anticipate fur-

ther kidnappings, right? 
"Page B-1 page of the Oct. 19 

edition of the Providence Jour
nal showed (along with a picture 
of Gilad Shalit) another picture 
of a released Palestinian pris
oner embracing her daughters in 
Ramallah. Clearly there has been 
great suffering on both sides. Pal
estinians see their released loved 
ones as 'freedom fighters.' 

"Their successful demand for 
the release of over 1,000 Palestin
ians in exchange for one hostage 
has already caused Hamas offi
cials to speak openly about feeling 
encouraged to capture more Israeli 
soldiers. [See the Providence Jour
nal's Oct. 18 edition, page D-1.)" 

Kirschenbaum, who lives in Prov
idence, has been a scholar, writer. 
translator and teacher. 

RABBI JACQUELINE SATLOW 

"Many thousands of Jews were 
captured and held for ransom 
throughout Jewish history and 
Jewish communities went to 
extraordinary lengths to redeem 
captives. The issue is discussed in 
the Talmud; on the other hand, 
Jewish texts remind us that we 
are not meant to ransom captives 
for more than their value .. . One 
soldier in exchange for more than 
1,000 prisoners may seem like a 
lopsided trade. Some of those pris
oners are guilty of heinous crimes 
against civilians. 

"One of those on the list to be 
released is Ahlam Tamimi, who 
planned the bombing and drove 
the suicide bomber to Sbarra Piz
zeria. Fifteen people were killed, 
and another 130 were injured in 
that 2001 bombing; the suicide 
bomber concealed the explosives 
in a guitar case. While being 
filmed for a documentary and told 
how many children (seven in all) 
Tamimi killed, she smiled. 

"Is it worth releasing more than 
a thousand, to free one? We have 
to do it. The life of every citizen is 
precious. It is our greatest strength 
that we value life so much." 

Rabbi Sat/ow is director of the 
Center for Jewish Studies at UMass 
Dartmouth. She is a resident of Prov
idence. 

liERftlAN WALLOCK 

"It was an expensive transaction. 
can understand... it's the first 

time I can recollect that someone 
is coming home alive. This is a step 
up [from) exchanging living beings 
for a deceased [soldier]. It disturbs 
me that I heard on the radio: Why 
don't you capture some more Israe
lis?' That puts us in a very diflicult 
position; the adversary knows they 
can get away with this." 

Wallack is the commander of Post 
23 Jewish War Veterans UWV) 
Department of Rhode Island. A resi
dent of Cranston, he was speaking.for 
himself and not for the ]WV. 

Read more comments - or post your 
own - on The Jewish Voice & H er
ald's Facebook page. 
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Ben-Ami's book: 
More than a family memoir 

J Street founder 
argues for a new 

approach to advocacy 
Author's note: I have attended 

local J Street events, but I am not 
a member. A member of A/PAC, I 
consider myself a two-state solution 

person. BY D AVID LEACH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

realizing that his place was in 
the United States, he chose to 
commit to helping the land of 
his people find peace, security 
and justice. 

Groups like AIPAC, he felt, 
controlled the playing field. 
Congress, the administration 
and political elites feared losing 
Jewish support and money if 
they didn't take strong stands 
for Israel. 

Conventional wisdom then 
showed that Jews were more lib
eral than not. They cared about 
Israel; as long as they believed 
Israel was being supported, they 
could focus on their true con
cerns - health care and other 
domestic issues, for example. A 

right-of-center pro-Israel lobby. 
Praising AIPAC for helping 

keep Israel secure by garner
ing U.S. support, Ben-Ami also 
questions the financial clout of 
the right and worries about the 
political alliances with right
wing evangelical Christians. 

J Street, through its political 
action committee, raises money 
for the candidates it endorses. In 
the 2010 campaign, it gave Sl.5 
million in political donations. 

Ben-Ami distinguishes 
between legitimate criticism of 
Israel and de-legitimization of 
Israel, calling the former, but 
not the latter, acceptable. 

Concerned about giving voice 

IN "A NEW VOICE for 
Israel: Fighting for the 
Survival of the Jewish 
Nation," (Palgrave Mac

millan, July 2011; ISBN-978-
0230112742) Jeremy Ben-Ami 
has written a family memoir, an 
autobiography and a polemic all 
in one. Ben-Ami, the founder 
and president of J Street, makes 
a call to arms to change U.S. 
advocacy for Israel. Ben-Ami 

small hard-core group, repre- ------------
senting the Jewish right, made 
the most noise, spoke the loud
est and put the -----· 

describes J Street --------- l 
S UR'II\/A as a passionate but F OR i HE 

moderate voice for FIG Hi ING J ",.,IS H Np. i ION 
Israel, pro-Israel i HE <-.., 
and pro-peace and OF t 
advocating a two j ~ O\C state solution. l \11). 
a ie;~:i~c~~~!r s;;;:~ }\ l' IJ 
nization with a strong 'U (\ l) 
grassroots compo- r u l\ 

"1 would ca11 J 
Street a left

of-center 
organization with 

a strong grassroots 
component." 

to Jewish values, Ben-Ami 
believes it's not in Israel's best 
interests of security and long
term survival to occupy the 
West Bank and blockade Gaza. 
M oreover, it is morally wrong, 
he says. 

He fails to take into account 
what is taking place on the 
ground. It's odd that someone 

nent; as a matter of 
policy, it takes Israel 
to task publicly for real 
or perceived failings , 
including treatment of 
its Arab citizens and 
Palestinians on the West 
Bank and in Gaza. 

Ben-Ami's family his
tory includes moving to 
Ottoman Palestine and 
being part of the found
ing of Tel Aviv. His father 
was, according to Ben-Ami, 

Ml :who came within minutes and 

'{ 8 £ N • A :meters of being the victim 
J£R£M OElll, J staEEl <Jf a market bombing fails 

a terrorist who served with the 
lrgun before and during World 
War II. Later, his father served 
in the U.S. Army, became a citi
zen and settled in New York. 

From right-wing Zionism to a 
prep school on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan and then 
to Princeton, Ben-Ami went 
to work for liberal causes, non
profit organizations and politi
cians. 

After working for the Clinton 
administration for four years, 
he decided to find his roots 
in Israel. Meeting Jews from 
throughout Israel, meeting Pal
estinians, seeing Gaza and the 
West Bank and learning history 
from someone else's perspective, 
Ben Ami at one point was min
utes away from being killed in a 
market bombing in Jerusalem. 

Being in Israel for two years 
was a life-altering experience; 

fOllllOlR ~110 r~•t~s~,=------··· ·to acknowledge that border 
fences keep out suicide 

most pressure on the politicians. 
He faults this group, maybe 
8 percent of American Jews, 
for skewing the debate to the 
right. Politicians believed that 
they had to be left-of-center 
Democrats with right-of-center 
Middle East policies to capture 
the Jewish vote. 

Around 2008, he found a way 
to put his ideas in action. 

Along with some fellow trav
elers, he decided that American 
Jews and Israel needed a liberal, 
progressive voice willing to sup
port Israel but also to publicly 
tell Israel what it was doing 
wrong. 

Ben-Ami calls the United 
States' role as a third party 
mediator and guarantor as 
"indispensable". Politicians, who 
know what needs to be done, 
fear losing support and money 
from what he views as the Jewish 

bombers and that Hamas con
tinues to cast rockets into civil
ian areas. He hardly mentions 
outside interests - such as Syria 
and Iran - that sponsor terror 
groups within Palestinian areas. 

He wants passionate moder
ates to overwhelm the sound 
of the loudest 8 percent so that 
the president and U.S. Cc:,ngress 
will listen to these new voices. 

By now AIPAC, the U.S. 
Congress, President Obama, 
many American Jews and a good 
many Israelis have bought into a 
two-state solution. Who sacri
fices what is one of the key issues 
left to determine. 

It is an interesting book and 
he is an interesting fellow; I'm 
not sure I quite buy what he is 
selling, but I will continue to 
listen. 

David Leach is a member of the 
Community R elations Council 
and a Providence resident. Contact 
him at dhl196@aol.com. 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 
wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
THEJEWISH BOOK CORNER 

'The Lost Minyan' depicts a 
dark chapter in our history 

Well-researched book 
focuses on 

Sephardic Jews 
BY LAURA STEELE 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

EAST GREENWICH - I love 
historical fiction, as it allows me 
to learn about history in an inter
esting and readable format. So, I 
was quite happy to be introduced 
to "The Lost Minyan," by David 
Gitlitz (University of Mexico 
Press, Dec. 2010; ISBN-978-
0826349736), as it fits my expecta
tions of an historical fiction book 
quite well. 

Gitlitz, a scholar-adminis-
trator with the University of 
Rhode Island who has conducted 
research on topics of Sephardic 
Jewish history, wrote this meticu
lously researched novel. "The Lost 
Minyan" focuses on the stories of 
10 Crypto-Jewish families living 
in the time of the Spanish Inquisi
tion. Dating from anti-Jewish riots 
in 1391 in Spain, and strengthened 
by the 1478 papal approval of Fer
dinand and Isabella's establish
ment of the Inquisition in Spain, 
the Inquisition was intended to 
save souls by "inducing individu
als to recant their heretical beliefs 
and behaviors in order to commit 
themselves to Christian practice" 
and to publicly punish sinners. I 
was surprised to learn that the 
Holy Office (as the Inquisition was 
called) functioned in Spain until 
1834. The Inquisition also existed 
in Portugal, to which many Span
iards fled, between 1539 and 1821. 

The 10 stories in "The Lost 
Minyan" span nearly two centu
ries - from the 1480s to the 1630s. 
The extent to which the Inquisi
tion researched an individual's past 
to uncover his or her "true" beliefs 
surprised me. Conversos (those 

converted) did not merely have to 
convert publicly, but had to dem
onstrate to all of their family mem
bers, servants and others around 
them such as neighbors that they 
had done so. Sometimes, even 

that was not enough. At times, 
close family members, including 
the spouse and offspring, didn't 
know of the family Jewish prac
tices. Sometimes rituals were 
passed down to children who may 
not have known or understood that 
they were actually Jewish customs. 
It was a truly frightening period in 
our history. 

I commend Gitlitz for his 
research and for his well-written 
book, which has enlightened me -
and I hope others - about this hor
rific chapter in our history. 

Laura Steele is the librarian at 
Temple Tora! Yisrael. Contact her at 
laura.w.steele@gmail.com. 

If you have a book of Jewish inter
est that has been published in the past 
year that you would like to review, 
let us know: Email Nancy Kirsch at 
nldrsch@shalomri.org or call 421-
4111, ext. 168. 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

"Id n,,11111, .. , 1/'d"/t'I/( ,· llud /ur \ ()/1 Ill _'II//. 
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STERN depicts impact of and outcomes from campaign dollars 
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well as in 60 countries around the 
globe. 

Annual campaign funds raised 
from the Alliance and other fed
erations have ,helped bring about 
positive outcomes. 

ISRAEL HAS WELCOMED MORE 
THAN 1 ~fiLLION IMMJGRANTS 

IN THE PAST TWO DECADES 

Describing a time when three 
generations of a Russian family 
gratefully fell into her arms as she 
stood, with her children at her side, 
on the tarmac at Ben-Gurion Air
port in Tel Aviv, Stern said, "These 
are moments when we know we 
are part of something much bigger 
than ourselves." 

An eyewitness to Operation Sol
omon - the 1991 rescue of 14,000 
Ethiopian Jews in 23 hours - she 
will forever remember the "gor
geous faces of stunned Ethiopian 
Jews being brought home to the 
land of Zion after 2,000 years of 
longing. These faces are indelibly 
printed on my mind and in my 
heart: Faces of children with eyes 
big as saucers, faces with numbered 
stickers on their foreheads so they 
would not get separated from their 
families, faces of mothers who had 
comforted their children during a 
long and difficult plane ride, faces 
of old people finally at rest, faces of 
young men both scared and hope
ful for the future , faces of shock 
having left a peasant existence 
of centuries ago to come into the 
high-tech world oflsrael in just five 
hours." 

They believed, said Stern, in the 
legend that one day a stork would 
come and bring them to the land of 
Zion. "Fourteen thousand Ethio
pian Jews gathered at the Embassy, 
boarded buses and entered these 
giant planes, something they had 
never seen before. They were going 
to a land they did not know. 

"Yet as they descended the 
planes in Israel, so many of them 
kneeled and kissed the ground, not 
knowing what life would bring." 

Arriving on Shabbat, the Ethio
pians were greeted the next day by 
all oflsrael - and many American 
Jews - who brought clothing and 
toys and house goods, who helped 
with the processing, transportation 
and medical needs and who wel
comed these Jews home. It was, she 
said, the witnessing of a miracle. 

Acknowledging that few days 
are as dramatic or newsworthy as 
that day was, Stern reminded the 
group, "The work we do every day 
is sacred; every day makes a differ
ence." 

In our highly polarized, politi
cally charged world, it is more vital 
than ever that we work together; 
"as a community, we can do any
thing," she said. 

The work that Jewish profes
sional staff and volunteers do on 
the ground - in America, over
seas and in Israel - to help people 
"simply be normal" is meaningful 
work. 

Stern is something of a "rock 
star" in both the secular and 

Jewish communal worlds. Chair 
of the New York State Commis
sion on National and Community 
Service, she is a special advisor 
on government affairs to the Joint 
Distribution Committee (the 
JDC). Nominated to chair Presi
dent Obama's Advisory Council 
on Faith-Based Organizations and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, Stern 
also chaired the July 2011 mission 
to Russia and Israel that included 
Jeffrey Savit, chief executive officer 

"They are our 
families ... we 
cannot forget 

them." 

and president of the Alliance, and 
Sharon G ai nes, vice chair of finan
cial resource development and 
2012 Annual Community Cam
paign Chair for the Alliance. 

STORJES CLOSE TO ROME 

In a later conversation with this 
newspaper, Savit identified some 
of the day-to-day activities of Alli
ance staff that help members of our 
local Jewish community "simply be 
normal." 

In the days before Rosh 
Hashanah, several Alliance staff 
members visited grocery stores 
in Cranston, Providence and 
Warwick to connect unaffiliated 
Jews with resources. Coordinated 
in partnership with the Jewish 
Outreach Institute in New York, 
their work brought about these 
results: 

• A few families enrolled in The 
PJ Library program; 

• Several individuals learned 
about the Gift oflsrael initiative; 

• One lonely, isolated senior 
citizen in South Providence was 
connected to the JCC kosher meal 
site, including the transportation 
necessary to drive her there. She 
was referred to the Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode Island OSA) to 
access its programs and services; 
and 

• One middle-aged Jewish 
man living in a homeless shelter 
in Rhode Island, unaware of the 
resources available to him, was 
connected with Jewish Family 
Service of Rhode Island, JSA and 
the Louis and Goldie Chester Full 
Plate Kosher Food Pantry. "This 
destitute man was supplied hope 
on the eve of the High Holy Days," 
said Savit. 

STERN'S MESSAGE IS POTENT 

"Whether we watch the young 
immigrants whom we have helped 
take their place in Israeli society 
as doctors, lawyers, engineers and 
teachers," said Stern, "or we work 
to provide meaningful Jewish edu
cation for the 6,000 Jews left in 
Greece, a nation with 85,000 Jews 
before World War II, we cannot 
live in a world without Jewish iden
tify or values. 

"We must commit to create what 

DIANA and STEPHEN LEWINSTEIN 

Deborah Lipstadt calls 'the joys of 
being Jewish, instead of the oys of 
being Jewish,'" she said. 

Too many of us - here and over
seas - must choose between food 
and medicine; we can never forget 
them. "They are our families - the 
ones who went East when our fam
ilies came to the West," said Stern. 
"We cannot forget the 168,000 
[needy Jews] we serve." 

Before Stern spoke, Gaines 
announced that, with commit
ments of more than $1 .5 million, 
the Alliance's Annual Campaign 
is "halfway there." (As of press 
time, the Campaign is at Sl.7 mil
lion.) She thanked Mel Alperin, 
Ralph Posner and H ershey Rosen 
for their excellent work in helping 

bring the Campaign to this point 
so quickly. 

In thanking Stern fo r her 
unflagging energy and commit
ment and the friendship they had 
forged abroad, Savit passionately 
spoke of his hopes for the suc
cess of both the Alliance and the 
greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity by paraphrasing the mes
sage within the children's book, 
"The Little Engine That Could": "I 
think we can, I think we can ... I 
know we can." 

For more information about the 
Annual Community Campaign and 
how you can help, contact Ellen Cher
nack at ellenchernack@gmail.com or 
421-4111. 

Why give to 
the Annual 
Community 
Campaign? 

TIE JV& H randomly 
ueried individuals at 
he Pacesetters Event: 

'Why give?" 
Joyce Robinson, a resident 

of Providence, said, "Lots of 
people give to nonsectarian 
causes, but no one ever thinks 
to give to Jewish causes. O nly 
Jewish people support Jewish 
causes." 

Josh Teverow, an attorney 
in Rhode Island, said, "Local 
needs are greater than ever, 
and needs overseas continue 
to be important. We give with 
the hope that we can continue 
to strike a balance between 
local needs and overseas needs. 
It's important to have strong 
Jewish education locally ... 

Sharon Gaines, of Cran
ston, is the 2012 Annual 
Community Campaign chair. 
She said, "I think of young 
Polish adults discovering their 
Jewish roots for the first time, 
and lonely seniors supported 
by Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island and Jewish 
Family Service of Rhode 
Island. I have witnessed the 
impact of my dollars, your dol
lars, our dollars on these com
munities of needy Jews .. ." 

Connect. Learn. Belong. 
Take a Step Ahead. 

The Global Day of Jewish Learning-November 13, 2011 

Join us Sunday from 1:30-5:45 pm at Brown RISO Hillel, 80 Brown Street, 
Providence. Adults and teens can choose from study sessions on the 
theme of Shema-the unity of the Jewish people. Childcare is available. 

For more information, email Larry at globalday@Shalomri.org. 

Sponsored by: 
JeWiah Autance of Greater Rhode Island in partnership with 
Brown R1SD HR!el .and the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Friday 
Oct. 28 
Shalom Friends Fall Session 

Jewish Community Day School, 
85 Taft Ave., Providence 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

More info: Sharon Sock, 641-
8710 or www.shalomfriends.org 

Hebrew Play 
The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

10 - 10:45 a.m. for 9 weeks 
through Jan. 6, 2012 

$90 for JCC members; $110 for 
non-members; additional sibling 
$50 

More info: 267-8821 or www. 
hebrewplay.org 

PJ Library, Books on the 
Square 

471 Angell St , Providence 

10- 11 a.m. 

More info: Michelle Chicchitell i, 
mcicchitelli@shalomri.org 

Be Safe This Fall Health Fair 
JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Jeering, 
wjoering@shalomri.org or 421 -
4111 , ext 169 

Consul General of Israel at 
Beth-El 

Ambassador Ida Aharoni 
speaks about the current 
situation in the State of Israel. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331 -6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Saturday 
Oct. 29 
·Men Who Cook· 

Vote for the crowd favorite and 
see who the celebrity judge 
picks. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

6- 7 p.m. 

$18 

More info: 245-6536, offi ce@ 
templehabonim.org or www. 
templehabonim.org 

Sunday 
Oct. 30 
Author Series at Beth-El 

David and Andrea Re iser speak 
about their new book, "Letters 
from Home: A Wake-Up Call for 
Success & Wealth." 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 

Ave., Providence 

4 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331 -6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

Monday 
Oct. 31 
The Miriam Women's 
Association Meetings 

Sopkin Auditorium, The Miri am 
Hospital, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - Boa rd Meeting; 11 
a.m. - Open Meeting 

More info: 793-2520 

Tuesday 
Nov.1 
Koffler Bornstein Families 
Institute of Jewish Studies 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave ., 
Providence 

7 p.m. - Reg istration; 7:30 p.m. -
Classes begin 

More info: 331-1616 

Thursday 
Nov. 3 
Jewish Songwriters Exhibit at 
Rochambeau Public Library 

Ame rican Library Association 's 
traveling exhibit runs through 
Dec. 22. 

Rochambeau Public Library, 708 
Hope St , Providence 

6 p.m. 

More info: See story, page 13 

The Many Faces of Adoption: 
Families Tell Their Stories 

Families who have adopted 
children from the U.S. and 
abroad tell their stories. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St, Providence 

6:30- 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle, 331-5437 
or peg@jfsri.org 

Introduction to Judaism 
16-week class to learn more 
about Judaism. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7- 9p.m. 

$200 per person; $250 per 
couple 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

The Mothers Circle First 
Meeting 

The Mothers Circle, an 
educational and welcoming 
program for non-Jewish 
women raising Jewish children, 
meets fo r 15 sessions over 
eight months. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

7- 9 p.m. 

More info: Kit Haspel, 331-0956, 
ext 184 or khaspel@shalomri. 
org 

Leisure Club at Temple 
Emanu-EI 

Maria Bronshtein will spea k 
about Russian Jewry; fo llowing 
her 10 a.m. presentation, Anne 
Schwa rtz will show slides and 
paintings of ruah (spirit) in 
Israel. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. 

More info: Miriam Abrams
Stark at 331 -1 616 

Friday 
Nov.4 
Lunch and Learn Senior Cafe 

Dance therapy. 

JCC at the Alliance Social Hall, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 1 p.m. - Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861 -8800, ext 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Torat Yisrael's Shabbat Yachad 
Guest Speaker: Kit Haspel on 
"Welcoming Interfaith Families 
into the Jewish Community." 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

6 p.m. - Shabbat Services; 7 
p.m. - Dinner 

$10 adults; $5 kids 10-18; 
children under 10 free; family 
maximum $30. 

More info: 785-1800 

Sunday 
Nov.6 
10th Annual Kidstuff Sale 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave, Providence 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m., continues on 
Monday, Nov. 7, 3-6 p.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

Monday 
Nov.7 
Brown Judaic Studies Lecture 

Potsdam University Prof. 
Admiel Kosman speaks on 
"Male and Female He Created 
Them: Sexuality and Gender in 
Jewish Stories." 

Petteruti Lounge, 2nd Floor 
Faunce House, 75 Waterman 
St, Providence 

~wjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
7:30 p.m. 

More info: 863-3912 

Tuesday 
Nov.8 
Temple Torat Yisrael's East 
Greenwich Lunch & Learn 

Topic: "The Kosher Way to Visit 
the Sick" Pa rticipants order 
from the menu and Rabbi Amy 
Levin leads the discussion. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon -1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Wednesday 
Nov.9 
Jewish Seniors Agency 
Women's Ass'n. Meeting 

Entertainment by Debbie 
Waldman, raffle and dessert 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Sha lom Drive, Warwick 

1 p.m. 

More info: Marcia Gerste in, 
437-0985 

Chief Judge at NCJW Event 
Fami ly Court Ch ief Judge 
Haiganush Bedrosian spea ks. 
Providence Marriott, 1 Orms St , 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

$5 members; $10 non-members 

More info: stanzsel@aol.com; 
see story, page 12 

Thursday 
Nov. to 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Schmeer and 
Schmooze." JERI Director 
Susan Adler and Assistant 
Director Ethan Adler counsel 
seniors and their families. 
Ethan is available for pastoral 
counseling. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middletown 

11 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler, 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Torat Yisrael's Cranston/ 
Warwick Lunch & Learn 

See Nov. B entry 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 
Warwick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Rabbi Franklin at PC 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin speaks 
on '"My Children Have 
Vanquished Me!' - Decision
Making in Judaism." 

Aqu inas Lounge, Providence 
College, One Cunningham 
Square, Providence 

4 p.m. 

More info: Dr. Arthur Urbano, 
865-1 351 or aurbano@ 
providence.edu 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of 
Consolation 

Bereavement discussion group 
fac ilitated by Rabbi Amy Levin 
and Dr. Tom Broffman. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Sunday 
Nov. 13 
Temple Torat Yisrael's Holiday 
Gift Fair & Blood Drive 

Swift Gym, 111 Pierce St, East 
Greenwich 

10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
Nov.14 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Top ic: "Giving Thanks"; 

see Nov. 10 entry. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandville Court, Wakefield 

1- 2 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler, 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Nov.15 
Bestselling Author at UMass/ 
Dartmouth 

Bruce Feiler discusses 
• America 's Prophet How 
Moses Shaped America." 

Campus Center 2nd floor 
Conference Room, UMass/ 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport 
Road, North Dartmouth, Mass. 

2- 3:15 p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Jacqueline 
Satlow, 508-910-6551 or 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & Herald will be published 

on Nov. 11. Please send calendar items fur that issue by Oct. 31. Calendar 
items fur the Nov. 25 issue are due by Nov. 14. 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the subject line 
of"CALENDAR." 



COMMUNITY 
'Global Day of Jewish Learning' 

Afternoons workshops 
offer learning and 

exploration 

less of learning background or reli- ance helps support. Attendees will 
gious affiliation. Classes have been learn more about the dilemmas and 
created for all audiences; no prior undercurrents that characterize the 
knowledge of Hebrew or Jewish diverse Polish community. 
text is needed to participate. Other presenters from the greater 

The opening session will focus Rhode Island community are, as of 
BY LARRY KATZ on "Why Learning? Why Sberna? press time, Rabbi Rackover, Rabbi 

lkatz@shalomri.org What does it mean to me?"; two Joel Seltzer of Temple Emanu-El, 
PROVIDENCE _ On Nov. 13, sets of sessions, each with several Rabbi Barry Dolinger of Congre
Jews around the world will share a study topics, will follow. Several gation Beth Sholom, Dina Adel
cl fJ h I dial d individuals, including two from sky of the Jewish Community Day 

ay O ewis earning, · ogue an overseas, will lead the sessions. School of Rhode Island and Brown 
exploration, joining together in cel-
ebration of all that unites us; more Lea Prawer, associate director at University students. 

the Israel Institute for Advanced Sessions will m· dude an explo than 300 communities worldwide, -
including our greater Rhode Island Studies, will discuss how Jewish ration of our ideas about God, 
Jewish community, will devote the martyrs have used the Sberna monotheism and oneness, and the 
day to study and spiritual growth. through the ages, including during relationship of God to the people 

Th ( the Holocaust. A short film about of Israel. Rabbi Rackover said, 
e event www.theglo- hile it sounds like this is 

balday.com) is a celebration 0~i,.L O.q ._ I d f th I d 
of our shared culture, texts, r oa o eo ogy, e ucators 
history and religion; here in ~ ~ ~~, • ~ N Q · be instructed to pay special 
Rhode Island, events will • ~ ~ ~ ~ • V • 1 3 • 11 emphasis to the notions of plu-
be held at Brown RISD ~/~ ~ ~ ~ !E · sm and varieties of Jewish 
Hillel, 80 Brown St., ..- ,.-.-,~ ... ~ 1 WORL0.1 PEOPLE.1 DAY. bservance and belie(" 
Providence, from 1:30 to .SJ./ LEI'-~ www.lheglobalday.com Childcare will be avail-
s S ,.._ _______________ __. able; pre-registration for this 

:45 p.m. on unday, Nov. dvi d A pr Lb 
13. Teens and adults may drop in that topic, "May Your Memory Be is a · se · J i rary-spon-

Lo d " ill b r U d b di sored workshop for parents will during those hours for a variety of ve , w e 10 owe y a s-
sessions. cussion. focus on the bedtime Sberna. The PJ 

Rabbi Mordechai Rackover, Zoya Shvartzman, director Library will also provide st0ry times 
f hi r to children in childcare. associate university chaplain at o strategic partners · ps ,or the 

Brown University and Brown American Jewish Joint Distribution 
RISD Hillel's rabbi, is the coordi- Committee in Europe, will discuss 
nator of the local event. In the spirit the renaissance of Jewish learning 
of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's call, "Let and identity in Poland. She will 
my people know," the second armual describe the spirited Jewish com
Global Day ofJewish Learning will munal life in post-Communist 
focus on the unity of the Jewish Poland, thanks to the Limmud-Kes
people and the central role of Jewish bet weekend in Warsaw for Jewish 
texts, Rabbi Rackover said. The teens and young adults throughout 
Global Day is for all Jews, regard- Poland, a program that the Alli-

1he program i, sponsored by the 
Jewish Alliance and Brown RISD 
Hillel, with support from the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis. 

For more information or to pre-reg
ister for childcare, amtact Larry Katz 
at lkatz@shalomri.org or 331-0956, 
ext. 179. 
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Alliance seeks requests 
for proposals 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island (the Alliance) invites pro
posals for funding of programs 
in Israel and overseas; only 
U.S. organizations with 50l(c)3 
status, or that are affiliated with 
a qualifying U.S. partner are 
eligible for funding. Funded 
projects are expected to operate 
during the period July 1, 2011 
- June 30, 2012. Submission of 
a proposal does not guarantee 
funding. 

The goal of the Alliance's 
Jewish Peoplehood Subcommit
tee - which seeks the funding 
requests - is to ensure a sense 
of global Jewish identity and 
responsibility while maintain
ing our partnership and connec
tion with Jewish communities in 
Israel and worldwide by: 

• Advocating and translating 
the Jewish community's com
mitment for vibrant Jewish life 
in Israel and around the world. 

• Caring for those in need and 
providing human need and relief 
services for vulnerable Jews in 
Israel and worldwide. 

• Developing projects and 
resources that capture the pas
sions of Rhode Island Jews, and 
instill a commitment to and 
pride in Israel. 

• Developing multiple part
nerships based on personal rela
tionships and shared experiences 
between our community mem
bers and our overseas partners. 

Letters of intent are due no 
later than Thursday, Dec. 8. 

For information on the programs 
the Alliance seeks to fond, how to 
apply far fonding and the format
ting of the letter of intent, contact 
Lawrence Katz at 331-0956, ext. 
179, lkatz@shalomri.org or at the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island, 401 ElmgroveAve., Provi
dence, RI 02906. 

Don't miss Temple Sinai's 

Celebrations 201 
2012 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Ex 

Sunday, January 29 

\\'ith Rhock Island's 
o,n1 .\1ma Solrnnon. 

:\uthor or 
'.I lie /Jule Bndc 

Reading, Q&A and Book Signing with Anna Solomon, author of The Little Bride. 
With special guest moderator Robin Kall, from Reading with Robin, on WHJ.t920AM 
Thursday, November 17 I 7:30PM I FREE 

For more information contact 
Stephanie Markoff Cohen at 

401 861 8800 ext 108. or 
scohen@shalomn.org 

Please join the community in welcoming Rhode Island's own Anna Solomon, celebrated 
author of The Little Bride, for this special reading, discussion, and book signing at the 
Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence. Books will be available for purchase. 
Stay for refreshments and mix & mingle with Anna Solomon and Robin Kall. 

Teen Writing Workshop with Anna Solomon 
Wedne,ctay, January 25 I More detailS coming soon I FREE event 

A Contemporary Look at Immigration' 
'March 1, 2012 - More details coming soon I FREE event 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Family Court chief 
judge to address N CJW 
Presentation focuses 
on issues of children 

and families 
BYMAHYKOHR 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Family Court 
Chief Judge Haiganush R. Bed
rosian, the first woman to lead the 
court, will address an open meeting 
of the National Council of Jewish 
Women on Wednesday, Nov. 9, at 7 
p.m. at the Providence Marriott on 
Orms Street. 

Appointed Chief Judge of the 
Rhode Island Family Court in 2010 
after a 30-year tenure in Family 
Court, Bedrosian will speak on a 
range of issues affecting children 
and families, including domestic 
relations and child abuse. Rhode 
Island Family Court has jurisdic
tion over divorce petitions, child 
custody disputes, contested pater-

nity trials, DCYF cases, adoptions 
and juvenile justice. 

Bedrosian, a graduate of Pem
broke College (now Brown Uni
versity) and Suffolk Law School 
in Boston, began her career as a 
prosecutor in the attorney general's 
office. Later, she worked in private 
practice specializing in family law. 

She founded and served for sev
eral years as the president of Rhode 
Island Trial Judges Association. A 
former schoolteacher in Attleboro, 
Mass., she is a native of Cranston. 
H er Armenian parents fled perse
cution and genocide in 1915. 

This session is open to the commu
nity. Contributions are IS for mem
bers, 110 for non-members. For more 
information, email stanzsel@aol.com. 

Mary Korr is a former editor of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. Contact her at 
mkorr1@gmail.com. 

MICHAEL FIELD, Temple Torat 
Yisrael membership vice 
president and the Remax 

Realtor who found the land for 
the synagogue, stands by the 

welcome sign. 

Monday, November 7th, 2011 @ 7:30pm 
Petteruti Lounge (2nd floor, Faunce House, 75 Waterman t.) 

'This event is free and open to the public 
J , , request~ tttYK:CS. accomoJ.abOru f>f'" u,MKc ~Jof this C"l'Ult, plllCt" contkt Tmcr \t.llc.."1' 

at l"r.lCJ..;\.fticM Brt,wn.c,Jiu ()("4HLA5' 1,')12 f»- m )d,·tnec o f the C\C'lll "'-" p)S ibie 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 

Future Home of 

TORAT YlSRAEl 
For Information 715-1800 

www.tor1tyisr1el.org 

/Steven Shapiro/Temple Torat Yisrael 

'Welcome, neighbor' 

FO R THOSE READ
ERS who wonder what's 
happening with Temple 

Torat Yisrael's plans to move 
from Cranston to Eat Greenwich, 
Rabbi Amy Levin provided an 
update. She wrote, "Temple Torat 
Yisrael is progressing on the con
struction of its new synagogue 
building at 1251 Middle Road, 
East Greenwich. Torat Yisrael is 
relocating from its Cranston loca
tion to East Greenwich to better 
serve the growing South County 
Jewish population and the shift
ing demographics of its members . 

"The site work has been com
pleted in preparation of the actual 
building construction. The site 

has been graded, and drainage 
and waste water systems have 
been installed. Water and elec
tric utilities have been brought to 
the building pad and the parking 
lot has been paved. The building 
plans have been approved by the 
local Fire Marshal's office and 
are currently under review by the 
Building Inspector's office. 

"Until the sale of the Cranston 
property, the synagogue will con
tinue to hold services on alternat
ing weekends in East Greenwich 
and Cranston." 

For more information, contact 
welcome@toratyisrael.org or visit 
www.toratyisrael.org. 

In search of stories from 
snowbirds and snowmen 
AIRE YOU A SNOW

BIRD? Or do you 
eve! in the snow and 

ice so common to New Eng
land winters? Either way, we're 
looking for your stories for our 
upcoming "Winter Fun" Nov. 
11 issue of The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. We want to hear how 
you endure or enjoy New Eng
land's frigid weather or how 
you escape it! Email Nancy 

Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri.org 
or call her now at 421-4111, ext. 
168. 



,~ 

COMMUNITY 
Len Shalansky's art lives on 

Posthumous art show 
to raise funds for 

rare disease 
PROVlDENCE - A posthu
mous art show and sale of Len 
Shalansky's fine art and humor
ous illustrations will open with 
a reception on Sunday, Nov. 13 
from 1 - 4 p.m. at Temple Beth
El, 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 

The show, a fundraiser for the 
Amyloid Treatment and Research 
Program at Boston University 
School of Medicine, will continue 
from Monday, Nov. 14 through 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Put together by Shalansky's 
family and friends, the show 
will celebrate his career as an 
award-winning artist, illustra
tor and designer. Working out of 
his Warwick studio for nearly 35 
years, Shalansky produced coun~
less drawings that combined his 
compassion and sensitivity with 
excellent draftsmanship. 

Works on display include his 
portraits of people on the. str~et 
that uniquely capture their dif
ficult, but not necessarily tragic, 
lives. His many cartoons and cari
catures recall his signature humor. 

Shalansky's life and career 
ended in April 2011 when he 
died of amyloidosis, a disease of 
misfolded proteins that deposit 
in organs and can cause serious 
illness and death. It is an under
studied and under-recognized 
disease. He was treated at the 

Amyloid Treatment and Research 
Program at Boston University 
School of Medicine, recognized 
as the world's leading facility 
for amyloid treatment. There he 
received excellent care, informa
tion and hope. 

The Amyloid Treatment and 
Research Program's clinical pro
grams are dedicated to the ~ag
nosis and treatment of patients 
with amyloidosis; its research 

/John Torgan 

LEN SHALANSKY 

team works to identify the dis
ease's causes and develop better 
therapies. 

All proceeds from the posthumous 
are show and sale will directly ben
efit the Amyloid Treatment and 
R esearch Program at Boston Uni
versity School of Medicine. When 

purchasing illustrations,. checks and 
credit cards are payable directly to the 
Program. 

For more information ur to 
donate, visit www.bu.edu/amyloid. 

For more information about the 
art show, contact Ruby Shalansky 
at 738-3215 or rashalansky@gmail. 
com. 

RACIALLY DIVERSE 

CHILD-CENTERED 

open house 
Saturday 

November 5, 1 Oam 

www.gordonschool.org 

Nursery to eighth grade 

East Providence, RI 

401-434-3833 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Bernstein and the Gershwins, 
Irving Berlin and more ... 

Rochambeau Library 
hosts songwriters' 

exhibit with music 
and movies 

PROVlDENCE - "A Fine 
Romance: Jewish Songwriters, 
American Songs, 1910-1965" 
will have its grand opening on 
Thursday, Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. at the 
Rochambeau Library, 708 Hope 
Street, Providence. The celebra
tion is a traveling exhibit of the 
American Library Association; 
locally, the opening includes a 
performance by the Mike Miller 
Swingtet with special guest Miss 
Wensday, from 7 - 8:45 p.m. 

A library press release 
notes, "Americans have always 
responded to the optimism, 
the wit and sophistication, and 
the passion and verve of the 
standards that make up the 
'American Songbook.' [They] 
combined a genius for melody, 
memorable lyrics and the ability 
to connect with a wide audience. 
A remarkably high percentage of 
these songwriters were Jewish 
by birth and heritage. In this 
exhibit, curated by essayist and 
poet David Lehman, and illus
trated with colorful posters from 
Broadway shows and photo
graphs, we learn about ... Irving 
Berlin, George and Ira Gersh-

win, Harold Arlen,Jerome Kern, 
and a host of other Jewish song
writers who wove the American 
songbook deep into the fabric of 
American culture." 

The exhibit continues with 
an American Musical Film 
Series: Tuesday, Nov. 14, "West 
Side Story," music and lyrics by 
Leonard Bernstein and Stephen 
Sondheim; Tuesday, Nov. 21, 
"An American in Paris," music 
and lyrics by George and Ira 
Gershwin; Tuesday, Nov. 28, 
"The Wizard of Oz," music and 
lyrics by Harold Arlen and E. 
Y. Harburg; Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
"Swing Time," music and lyrics 
by Jerome Kern and Dorothy 
Fields; and Tuesday, Dec. 19, 
"White Christmas," music and 
lyrics by Irving Berlin. 

Two additional musical per
formances honor the talents of 
Jewish composers: Thursday, 
Nov. 17, at 7 p.m., Lloyd Kaplan 
and the Aristocats; and Thurs
day, Dec. 15, at 7 p.m., the Greg 
Abate Quartet performs a spe
cial holiday concert. 

All events will be held at 
R ochambeau Library, 708 Hope 
Street, Providence, and are free 
and open to the community. For 
more information, contact Tom 
O'Donnell, library manager, at 
272-3780. 

Solid K9 Training 
Real World at Home Dog Training for Life 

With Award-Winning, Nationally Known 
Dog Trainer Jeff Gellman 

.. . J ~ ).- ~ ~-t-: ,~ 
_ _,,,,___ . ,,. ~ ' 

~:.: :;~-~ -~i ;~,,~-\ : 
.J(- ,,_ ;iflt' 

If you or anyone you know has been circumcised, you'll love jeff's show! 

Jeff Gellman 
401.527.6354 Jeff@SolidK9Training.com 
Webinars Every Wednesday Night from 9-10 pm 

See News and Events link online at 

ww1N.S:11idK9Training.wn: 
;:=:;:::;:;:::;==:::;--:------------

Listen to Jeff's weekly radio show 

What Would Jeff Do? 
Saturdays 8-11 am • 888-345-0790 

live call in dog training radio Streaming Live on 790business.com 

FIND US: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 
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Israel's gain is our loss: A tough job market in U.S. 

College graduates 
find opportunities 

in Israel 
BY DANU:UE FLEISCHMAN 

NEW YORK OTA) - In her final 
months as a political science major 
at the University of Pittsburgh, 
Susanna Zlotnikov had a positive 
outlook about landing a job. 

But as the months passed and her 
network of contacts led only to dead 
ends, Zlotnikov decided she needed 
a backup. Instead of spending the 
summer after her May graduation 
sending out more resumes, Zlot
nikov took a pair of internships and 
moved to Israel. 

It worked out well: In November 
she expects to be starting a full
time job in Israel as grants coordi
nator with Save a Child's H eart, an 
Israeli-based humanitarian organi
zation that provides cardiac surgery 
for children from the developing 
world. 

With the U.S. economy still sput
tering, a growing number of college 
graduates are turning to Israeli pro
grams to bridge their educational 
and professional careers. In many 
cases, these young American Jews 
are drawn to the programs not out 
of Zionist sensibilities but because 
they're looking for workplace expe
rience or seeking a way to do some
thing Jewish. 

After losing a job in Holly
wood, Jessica Fass decided to go 
on a Birthright Israel trip and 
then stayed in the country for an 
extra month. Upon returning to 

Cafe 

the United States, Fass felt as if 
she were in culture shock and kept 
thinking about returning to Israel. 
She decided to do an internship 
through WUJS Israel Hadassah, 
which helps college graduates find 
opportunities in Israel. 

"It seemed like the perfect time to 
go," she said. 

Within six months, Fass had 
found a full-time job in Israel and 
now is working in marketing for a 
company in Tel Aviv, which she 
described as being like Los Ange
les "but with H ebrew." Fass said 
she was surprised to find how much 
more willing Israelis were to take a 
chance on a new hire. 

"I don't think that would have 
happened in the States because I 
had no experience in marketing," 
she said. 

Organizations that bring Jewish 
youth to Israel are trying to capi
talize on the bleak job prospects 
for college graduates in the United 
States, and programs that offer 
internships in Israel say they have 
seen a spike in applicants since the 
recession hit in 2008. 

"I remember in 2008 when our 
numbers skyrocketed," said Arny 
Gross, the program recruiter at 
WUJS Israel Hadassah. "It's mostly 
recent college graduates because 
they have trouble finding a job, but 
they want to experience Israel as 
well." 

WUJS offers five-month intern
ships in Israel. Participants also have 
weekly trips to explore the country, 
Hebrew classes twice a week and 
immersion in Israeli culture. 

MASA Israel, which helps place 

,,,- /,·,,.,...-

Winner of Best Local _, 
Act by the / 
Providence · I 
Phoenix's "Best Of" 
2010 Reader's Poll 

Live 

Check out the Alliance Facebook page 
for a buy-one-get-one-fee admission deal! 

401 Elm rove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 

ment, she hopped on a plane to 

Israel for MASA Israel's Dance 
Journey, a five-month program for 
international dancers ages 18 to 30 
in western Galilee. She received 
training from the Kibbutz Contem
porary Dance Company, and at the 
end of the program Feldman was 
invited to audition for a spot with 
the dance company. 

"I loved every second of it," she 
told JTA. "There's nothing else like 
it in the world. It's such a unique 
experience. I would go back in a 
heartbeat ifl could afford it." 

Now she is back in Massachu
setts, teaching dance as the director 
of her own performance company, 
Intensity Dance Company. Soon 
she hopes to be teaching at a Jewish 
school - a desire she credits to her 
experience in Israel. 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN a MASA Israel program. 

Jesse Zryb, who graduated 
recently from Tulane University 
with a master's degree in architec
ture, also decided to sign up for 
MASA after a job he had been 
promised in Manhattan disap
peared when his company merged 
with another firm. The guarantee of 
work experience was why he joined 
the program, he said. Through 
MASA, he was hired as an intern at 
Stav Architects in Ramat Gan, just 
outside of Tel Aviv. 

diaspora Jews in long-term Israel 
programs, created a program called 
A Better Stimulus Plan targeted at 
recent college graduates looking for 
internship opportunities in Israel 
while they wait out the economic 
troubles in the U.S. Avi Rubel, 
MASA's North American director, 
says about 1,800 participants are 
doing post-college internship expe
riences. 

"So many grads are at a loss 
because there are no opportunities 
and they need to find ways to dif
ferentiate themselves to get the jobs 
that are there," Rubel told JTA. 

Saturday, November 19 
Doors open @ 7:30pm 
Show starts @ 8:00pm 

JCC at the Alliance 
401 Elmgrove Ave 

Providence 

wwwJvhri.org 

"For young Jewish students, corning 
to Israel gives them career devel
opment experience, which is likely 
more substantive than one in the 
States. In Israel you will end up in 
the mix ofinteresting things instead 
of making coffee." 

Roselle Feldman had just 
returned to the United States from 
a Birthright Israel trip before the 
economy collapsed. She had been 
scheduled to teach more than 30 
hip-hop classes at dance studios 
in Massachusetts, but the market 
crashed and her gigs disappeared. 

Instead of filing for unemploy-

-. --
ratio "'.-.·-' 

.·"'·- 0 
ii;.., 

t/ Extraordinary 
facuJ\ t curriculu~ 

Editor's Note: 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald wants to hear from readers who 
may have participated in programs of 
this kind. What are you, as recent col
lege graduates, doing to manage the 
economic downturn? 

Contact Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
shalomri.orgor421-4111, ext. 168. 

-V.N THE WHEELER SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 9 A.M. - NOON 

2 16 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906-2246 

PHONE.: 401 . 421.8 100 WEB: WWW.V/HEELERSC HOOL.ORG 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION POLKY Th• Wheeler school dOfl !'lot dtKrimin,tt on th• b.ls" ol r.ce., ColOf 
seio.. r•hglon, natiom,I origin, suua1 onen1,1tlon or disability ,nth• adm1nis11,111on of lb l!'duc1uon1L 1dmiulon1,, 
and financu,1 aid polkle1,, f11<ulty and staff 1Kru1tment and hiring polide1,, athlello OI' othiet programs Of" activ,t•iM 

admin,n ,r~ by the school 
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POLITICS make strange bed-fellows: Gadhafi• and the Jews of Israel and the U.S. 
PAGE 15 

From Page 1 

lived in Libya. 
Through interlocutors, Gerbi told 

JT A, "Gadhafi asked me if I could 
help to normalize the relationship 
between Libya and the United 
States." 

Gadhafi's motives were clear, 
accor~g to Gerbi: Saddam Hus
sein was in the U.S. sights at the 
time and Gadhafi, who already was 
tentatively reaching out to the West 
through Britain, did not want to be 
next on the list. 

"He saw what's next, he was on 
the list of terrorist countries," Gerbi 
said. 

Gadhafi agreed to end his nascent 
weapons of mass destruction pro
grams and to a payout of billions of 
dollars to families of victims of the 
terrorist attack that brought down 
a Pan Am flight over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1988. 

Gerbi, who still hopes to re
establish a Jewish presence in Libya, 
immediately launched a tour of the 
United States in hopes of rallying 
support for bringing Libya into the 
pro-Western fold. He met with pro
Israel groups and lawmakers. 

"There were extensive discussions 
about what would be appropriate 
and not appropriate," recalled Mal
colm Hoenlein, executive vice presi
dent of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Organi
zations. "We didn't want to stand in 
the way of Libyan Jews having the 
opportunity to visit." 

Especially notable was the fervor 
with which the late U.S. Rep. Tom 
Lantos (D-Calif), a Holocaust 

CLASSIFIEDS 
CHILDCARE 

NEEDED 
Caregiver needed for two 
children under 10 years of age. 
Contact pjan0079@gmail.com 
for more informat ion. 

C.N.A. 
AVAILABLE 

C.N.A., Honest, mature 
C.N.A. Looking for private 
duty posit ion, open schedule, 
overnights okay. Available for 
doctors' appointments, errands, 
light meals & housekeeping. 
Impeccable references. Call 
Jean Martin, home 270-1084, 
cell 649-9297. 

PERSONAL 
CARETAKER 
AVAILABLE 

Personal caretaker available to 
help with light housekeeping, 
drive people to appointments, 
help with personal care 
and other duties; excellent 
references available, available 
weekdays and some evenings. 
Call for more information 401-
965-2965. 

survivor who was then the senior 
D emocrat on the House of Rep
resentatives Foreign Affairs Com
mittee, embraced the cause. Lantos, 
with the blessing of the George W. 
Bush administration, visited Libya 
five times. 

"I am rational enough to recog
nize that we must accept 'yes' for an 
answer," Lantos told the Forward 
newspaper in 2004 following his 
first visit. "Gadhafi's record speaks 
for itself - it's an abominable record 
- but the current actions also speak 
for themselves. He has now made a 
180-degree turn." 

Steve Rosen, now a consultant 
to a number of groups on Middle 
East issues, was at the time director 
of foreign policy for the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee. 
He said the pro-Israel community 
decided to not to stand in the way 
of U.S. rapprochement with Libya 
because of the relief it would offer 
Israel. 

Rosen and Alan Makovsky, a 
staffer for Lamos, were surprised 
when around 2002 - the same time 
that Gerbi was making the case for 
Libya in New York and Washing
ton - Gadhafi's son, Seif al-Islam, 
sought them out at a conference on 
the Middle East in England. 

"He kept finding ways to bring us 
into the dialogue," Rosen recalled. 
"It became plain we were the rea
sons for his coming to the confer
ence. He considered us influential 
in Washington because we were 
pro-Israel." 

Rosen took the younger Gad
hafi's case to the Israelis, who gave 

AIPAC a green light not to oppose 
Libya's overtures - but they also 
counseled caution. 

That view seemingly was vin
dicated when Libya destroyed its 
weapons of mass destruction under 
U.S. supervision. 

"Gadhaft's record 
speaks for itself." 

"Israel and its friends are noth
ing if not pragmatic," Rosen said. 
"There are no permanent friends 
and no permanent enemies." 

AIPAC would not comment on 
the affair. Keith Weissman, Rosen's 
deputy at the time, confirmed the 
account, recalling his own trip to 

England, at Seif el-Islam Gadhafi's 
invitation, in 2003. 

"The Israelis liked it because there 
was one less guy with a lot of money 
to spend on bad things," Weissman 
said. 

"They were very nice," he said 
of the Libyans. "They were mostly 
interested that we wouldn't screw 
up the normalization process." 

Congress removed Libya from 
the 1990s Iran-Libya sanctions 
act, and Western oil companies 
returned to the country. 

Most Jewish groups chose not 
to respond to invitations to visit 
Libya, noting that while Gadhafi 
had removed himself as a threat to 
others, he was still dangerous to his 
own people. 

"Nobody was fooled, everybody 

GARDENER 
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knew what Gadhafi was," said 
Hoenlein, who, like Rosen, had 
declined invitations to visit Libya. 

Yet a few of Libya's new Jewish
American interlocutors seemed 
to embrace the Gadhafi regime. 
Lantos became a strong advocate 
for normalization, setting up a U.S.
Libya student exchange. 

"I am very proud of America's 
success in convincing Gadhafi 
to become a decent citizen of the 
global community," Lamos said at a 
2007 hearing of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, when he was chair
man. "Our relations with Libya 
today are in a much better place 
than they were just five years ago. 
Our engagement serves as a model 
to countries currently sponsoring 
terror or compiling weapons of mass 
destruction. They too, can come in 
from the cold." 

Jack Rosen, then chairman of the 
American Jewish Congress, met in 
2007 with Gadhafi and counseled 
greater outreach. 

"He represents a model of a leader 
who chose to take a risk in talking 
to the West, and we need to rein
force the path he chose," Rosen told 
the Forward. 

Such hopes were soon dashed by 
Gadhafi. He grew closer with the 
anti-American president of Ven
ezuela, Hugo Chavez, dabbling in 
the internal affairs of other African 
countries. In 2009, he delivered a 
long, bizarre rant at the U.N. Gen
eral Assembly. 

Gerbi, a psychologist invited to 
Libya in 2007 to assist in Libyan 
hospitals, suddenly was thrown out 

of the country, and the items and 
money he had brought to refurbish 
synagogues were confiscated. 

When the Libyan revolution 
began earlier this year, Gadhafi's 
seemingly delusional claims of 
victory drove one-time Western 
advocates - notably Tony Blair, the 
former British prime minister, and 
Silvio Berlusconi, the Italian prime 
minister - into embarrassed silence. 

Much hope now rests on the 
provisional government that has 
replaced Gadhafi. Gerbi advocates 
caution. At the revolutionaries' 
invitation, since May he has spent 
weeks on and off in Libya assisting 
its people overcome post-traumatic 
stress. 

Yet at Rosh Hashanah, when 
Gerbi attempted to reopen a shut
tered, neglected synagogue in Trip
oli, he was met with a virulently 
anti-Semitic Facebook-organized 
campaign. 

Protesters outside the synagogue 
held up signs proclaiming what 
Gadhafi had once promised: no 
Jews in Libya. 

The incident prompted 16 Dem
ocrats in the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives to write to U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton urging 
her to use her influence to preserve 
Jewish sites in Libya. 

"After the international com
munity recognized Gadhafi, he 
stopped being afraid - and he 
became inflated," Gerbi said. "It's 
the same pattern with the rebels, 
he told ]TA. "Gadhafi instilled a 
lot of hatred. The situation has to 
evolve." 
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Briskets galore at Beth-El fundraiser 

Diane Cerep wins 
j udges' Award, Andrea 

Sands earns People's 
Choice Award 

BY ANCY KI RSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.urg 

PROVIDENCE - Even vegetar
ians came out for Temple Beth-El's 
first "World Series of Brisket" 
on Sunday, Oct. 16, though they 
declined to sample the offerings. 

The event, a fundraiser for the 
synagogue's Religious School 
scholarship fund, drew some 200 
people to the synagogue where 
they - at least the meat-eaters 
among them - sampled 23 kinds 
of brisket to vote for the People's 
Choice Award. 

The smell of onions, garlic and 
meat wafted out of the Silverstein 
Meeting Hall, where the contest 
was held, into the lobby, enticing all 
to come and enter, come and taste. 

Rob Stolzman, a Temple Beth
El vice president and the event's 
master of ceremonies, exhorted 
people to vote: "Some people voted 
early, some people voted often. No 
one's going to prison for buying 
votes [in this election J ," he said, 
laughing. 

Always the lawyer, Stolzman 
avoided any appearance of conflict 
by urging people to vote for their 

favorite brisket, rather than voting 
for, say, the brisket he and his wife 
Faye entered. No worries, as their 
brisket didn't win either the Peo
ple's Choice Award or the Judges' 
Award. 

It truly was a family affair: There 
were family teams and mother
daughter teams; and a mother-in
law and daughter-in-law competed 
against one another. o family 
schisms seemed to develop and 
none of the family teams won. 
Ironically, one entrant, a first-

"This was the 
most fun event at 
Temple Beth-El." 

time brisket maker, used Pearl 
Nathan's recipe. Although Joan 
Nathan, Pearl 's daughter and one 
of the celebrity judges, knew that 
one entrant had used her mother's 
recipe, she didn't know which bris
ket it was. No nepotism worries, 
there, either, as Pearl's brisket didn't 
win any prizes. 

Along with Nathan, other judges 
were Anita Solomon, a lifelong 
member of Temple Beth-El and 
the former owner of Lloyds, an 
East Side eatery that she sold in 
1988; and Donna Dube, who owns 

SustainableCoHee.com 
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JV 

Wickford Gourmet Factory Outlet 
with her husband Joe. 

Nathan, a Providence native and 
author of several world-renowned 
Jewish cookbooks, said that the 
judges focused on taste, textuse and 
originality. "It was a hard decision," 
she said, though they all agreed 
that Diane Cerep's brisket was the 
best. The originality of the recipe -
with hoisin sauce and honey - may 
have done the trick. "Nothing [in 
the recipe] was overpowering, and 
it looked pretty." 

Gail Solomon, one of Anita's 
three daughters, said, "This was 

the most fun event ever at Temple 
Beth-El. People are having a ball ... 
I didn't know there were so many 
different ways to make brisket." 

Andrea Sands' recipe garnered 
the People's Choice Award, captur
ing 105 votes, which raised $105 for 
the Religious School's scholarship 
fund. 

In keeping with the theme's 
event, Cantor Judy Seplowin 
opened "game time" with 
renditions of the iconic "Take Me 
Out to the Ball Game" in English 
and Yiddish. Contestants and 
committee volunteers wore aprons 

Andrew and Sandy 
401.524 .5928 
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www.localherocatering .com 
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CARL FELDMAN, left, talks with Stan Smith 
at the World Series of Brisket . 

/Nancy Kirsch 

adorned with a logo designed by 
Peter Neivert and illustrated by 
Len Shalansky. Raflled off prizes 
included gift cards to LJ's BBQ, 
India, Rasoi, Pizzico, Blaze, Green 
River; PPAC tickets, Avon Cinema 
passes and an Andrea Valentini 
handbag. Some of Nathan's 
cookbooks were available to buy 
and have autographed. 

The event was co-chaired by 
Karen Borger and Tara D emyan, 
and Ruby Shalansky provided staff 
support; Shalansky noted that the 
event netted approximately $7,000 
for the scholarship fund of the Reli
gious School. 

Although the synagogue hasn't 
committed to hosting this event 
again, Joan Nathan said, "I hope 
you invite me back for another bris
ket contest." 

The winning brisket recipes 
follow, courtesy of the winners. 

Diane Cerep's brisket of beef 
with honey barbecue sauce 
This recipe earned the Judges' 

Award at Temple Beth-El's "World 
Series of Brisket" competition on 
Sunday, Oct. 16. 

Ingredients 

1 cup ketchup 
1 cup hoisin sauce 
1/2 cup tamari sauce 

1/2 cup sherry 
3 large cloves garlic, chopped 
1 (4 -5 pounds) brisket 
4 medium onions, sliced 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350. Line large 
roasting pan with heavy-duty foil. 

In medium bowl, combine 
ketchup, hoisin sauce, tarnari sauce, 
sherry, honey and garlic. Mix well. 

Pour 1/2 cup of sauce over 
bottom of the pan. 

Put brisket on top of sauce. 
Place onions on top of brisket. 
Pour remaining sauce over all, 

making sure it gets around the 
sides. Cover tightly with two layers 
of heavy-duty fuil. 

Bake 3-and-1/2 hours or until 
fork ,vill easily turn when inserted 

WHERE 'S, Page 17 
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/ Nancy Kirsch 

STEPHANIE CEREP, left, with her mother Diane Cerep. Diane's brisket earned the Judges' Award. 

WHERE'S the beef? 
From Page 16 

into meat. Do not undercook. 
Let sit 15 minutes before slicing. 

Cut into thin slices on an angle and 
across the grain. 

If you use gluten-free tamari and 
hoisin sauce (which can be found at 
Whole Foods), this recipe is gluten
free. 

Serves 8-10. 

Andrea Sands' brisket, "Grand ma 
Millie's Brisket Tsimmes" 

Andrea's brisket earned 105 votes to 
win the People's Choice Award at 
Temple Beth-El's "World Series of 
Brisket" competition. 

Ingredients 
1 brisket, 4-8 pounds 
1/2 pound apricots 
1/2 pound prunes 

1 cup orange juice 
1-2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons flour 
1-and-1/2 tablespoons 

sugar 
6 sliced carrots 

Method 

H eat olive oil in heavy skillet and 
sear meat well. Place carrots around 
the meat. Add prunes and apricots. 

Boil 5 cups of water. Add orange 
juice to boiling water. Combine 
brown sugar and flour and add 
enough water to make a thin paste. 
Add this paste to the liquid mixture 
and whisk. Pour over the brisket. 

Cover, bake at 325 for approxi
mately 3-and-1/2 to 4 hours. 

Serves 8- 16, depending on size 
of brisket (1/2 pound of brisket per 
serving). 

Budding chefs or just 
good buddies? 
GABE INSLER, left, and Jacob 
Finkelstein at the World Series of 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

ROB STOLZMAN, master of ceremonies, presents Andrea Sands 
with the People's Choice Award for her brisket. 

Women & Infants' Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health offers 
a comprehensive, multidisciplinary focus on problems with the 
gastrointestinal system of women, treating women for all major diseases 
and conditions of the intestine and liver. 

Christy L. Dibble, DO is director of the Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health 
and chairs the Women & Infants' Multidisciplinary Gastrointestinal Tumor Board. 
She completed a residency and gastroenterology fellowship at the Warren Alpert 
School of Medicine at Brown University. 

Dr. Dibble developed one of the nation's few all female endoscopy centers and 
chairs a committee for the Partnership to Reduce Cancer In Rhode Island under 
the auspices of the Rhode Island Department of Health. She is an assistant 
clinical professor at The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University. Her 
interests indude colorectal cancer screening, detection, and treatment as well as 
inflammatory bowel disease and women\ gastrointestinal disorders. 

At the Center's Providence and East Greenwich offices, Dr. Dibble sees women with a wide range of gastrointestinal disorders 
Including gastroesophogeal reflux disease (GERO), hepatitis, and inflammatory bowel disease, a disorder common among Jewish 
women. 

Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health (401) 453-7953 
100 Dudley Street (located across from Women & Infants Hospital) womenand111fants.org/GI 
Providence, RI 02905 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 18 Jewish Voice <'\_, Herald October 28, 2011 

Growing up in a very low socio-economic 
neighborhood in Afula, Israel, Boris 
became involved with the wrong crowd 
and began taking drugs and getting into 
trouble. He was lucky enough to have 
been accepted into the army but his 
disruptive behaviors landed him in prison 
three separate times during basic training, 
leading to his discharge. 

With nowhere to turn, Boris was referred to 
the Youth Civil Service, a program of the 
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), which 
helped him straighten out his life. He was 
able to get connected to rehabilitation 
services to battle his drug addiction and 
learned ways to channel his energy in a 
more positive way. Now, Boris works as an 
assistant gym teacher in a local elemen
tary school and works hard to engage and 
positively influence the children. 
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HARRIS ULLIAN at the bass keyboard 

A man and his music 
jazz pianist Harris Ullian 

returns to center stage 

BY NANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BRISTOL - At age 85, Harris Ullian is a 
happy man, one who has few regrets in his 
life. He recently celebrated his 60th wed
ding anniversary with his college sweetheart, 
Serna (Harris and Serna met as Brown and 
Pembroke students respectively; Serna is 
originally from Providence). He and Serna are 
the proud parents of three devoted daughters: 
Laura, Abbie and Martha. And he has been 
able to spend every day of his professional life 
with his first great love: music. 

"If I wasn't writing songs, or playing and 
teaching piano, I was adding to my collec
tion of jazz and classical recordings," he said. 
Harris said that it takes him a mere 20 min
utes to write a song - if the lyrics are good. 
"I always could feel the music and write the 
song," said Harris. 

That all changed for Harris when his right 
arm became paralyzed due to a degenera
tive form of multiple sclerosis, a diagnosis he 
received at age 55. 

"I had to give it all up because I lost the use 
of my hand," said Harris. "I couldn't write or 
play music." 

How did he feel about this loss? "I blocked 
it out of my mind when I gave it up," said 
Harris. Although he stopped playing and 
writing music then, he continued teaching. 
For 40 years, Harris taught jazz and classi
cal piano to high school and college students 
throughout Rhode Island and Massachusetts, 
and lectured on jazz and classical music at 
Curry College in Milton, Mass. 

"He loves to teach; he is an excellent 
teacher," said Serna, noting that a group of 
parents from the Oliver Ames High School in 
North Easton, Mass., established The Easton 
Music Parents Organization (TEMPO) 
scholarship in Harris' name; many of his stu
dents are now accomplished musicians. 

On the side, as often as possible, Harris 
played piano with some of the nation's most 
renowned jazz musicians. While serving as 
a meteorologist in the United States Navy 
during World War II, Harris sat in as a jazz 
pianist with Benny Goodman and Gene 
Krupa when those legendary bands went on 
tour to entertain the troops. 

When the Ullians moved to Tamarisk 
from their home in Easton, Mass. six years 
ago, Harris brought his music collection with 

him. One year later, he completely abandoned 
his music until he met Stanley Freedman, a 
Tamarisk volunteer and musician in his own 
right. When Freedman asked him why he no 
longer played piano, H arris explained that his 
right arm was paralyzed. 

Freedman's suggestion that Harris play 
left-handed was too intriguing to ignore; 
the two musicians sat down together at the 
piano at Tamarisk and Harris returned to 
his music. "Stan brought it all back to me," 
said Harris. Freedman introduced Harris to 
another musician, pianist Anthony Pisano 
of North Providence. Ever the musical 
arranger, Harris suggested that the three 
musicians form a band, Harris and the Boyz, 
with Harris on bass keyboard, Freedman on 
clarinet and Pisano on piano. The musical 
mix worked and the band scheduled weekly 
rehearsals at Tamarisk. 

Harris' move from Tamarisk to the Rhode 
Island Veterans Home in Bristol didn't break 
up the band- Freedman and Pisano followed 
and rehearsals continued. "But," queried 
H arris, "where would musicians be without 
an audience?" 

For the past five years, Harris and the 
Boyz have played at such area venues as the 
Trudeau Center in Warwick, Rhodes on the 
Pawruxet in Cranston, Tamarisk and the Vet
erans H ome. 

What about those few regrets in his life? 
Looking back, one regret still haunts him. 
As a pre-med student at Brown University, 
he wrote prize-winning musicals and was 
featured in a publication. The story caught 
the attention of Richard Rodgers, who sum
moned Harris to New York and offered him a 
position. Harris turned it down. 

"I didn't feel confident enough about my 
musical abilities at the time," said Harris. 
"Saying 'no' to Rodgers may be my one regret 
in life." 

But the show must go on. Currently, Harris 
and the Boyz are rehearsing for another con
cert for residents and their guests at the RI 
Veterans Home. 

After a lifetime filled with melodies, do the 
Ullians have a favorite song? "We both saw 
'Carousel' and chose 'If I Loved You' as our 
wedding dance," said Serna. "That song [also 
written by Rodgers] is a sentimental favorite 
with me." 

NancyAbeshaus is a freelance writer who lives 
in South Kingstown. Contact her at nabeshaus@ 
cox. net. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Fall River facility serves Jews throughout the area 

Fall River Jewish 
Home evolves to meet 

clients' needs 

.J - ~ , 

~ " ,. 
BY NANCY KrnsCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.wg 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Religion 
trumped bureaucracy at the Fall 
River Jewish Home (the Jewish 
Home) several years ago. When 
a representative from a licensing 
agency in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts arrived during 
Pesach to conduct an inspection, all 
went well - until he arrived at the 
locked kitchen closet. As Christine 
Vitale, CHNA, FACHCA, the 
Jewish Home's longtime admin
istrator who has learned much 
about Judaism in her tenure there, 
recalled, he said, "Open it." 

"No, I can't," said Vitale, and 
began to explain the rules of Pesach 
and kashrut to him. 

Ultimately, the agency represen
tative called his supervisor who told 
him, "Don't open it." 

Since then, Vitale laughed, 
they've never again had an inspec
tion during Pesach. 

The Jewish Home began in 1925 
as a residential retirement commu
nity, said Howard Freedman, board 
president. "As individuals' needs 
changed and we needed to evolve, 
we bought land at our current loca
tion in 1941. The building opened 
in 1942 and since then, we've added 
new facilities." 

When the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts changed the regula
tions to require that nursing homes 

/Nancy Kirsch 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME LEADERS - Howard Freedman, board 
president; left, and Rabbi Barry Hartman, mashgiah - review 

materials as Christine Vitale, administrator, stands behind them. 

have registered nurses (RNs), not 
solely licensed practical nurses 
(LPNs), the Jewish Home hired 
Winifred Hutchinson. Thirty
six years later, Freedman said, 
Hutchinson, RN, is the facility's 
assistant director of nursing. 

In the "glory days" of New Eng
land's healthy and vibrant textile 
industry, New Bedford and Fall 
River had larger Jewish communi
ties. Just as the Jewish communities 
of those cities have grown smaller, 
so, too, has the percentage ofJewish 

residents at the Jewish H ome. 
Today, said Vitale, some 21 per

cent of the Jewish Home's residents 
are Jewish. Licensed at a 62-bed 
capacity, the Jewish H ome had 59 
residents at the time of this early 
October interview. 

"A lot of people don't know about 
the Jewish H ome, a skilled nurs
ing and skilled rehab facility," said 
Freedman. Calling it a facility for 
"all Jews for all communities" and 
"welcoming people from Rhode 
Island," Freedman described the 
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A SMALL GARDEN brightens the grounds of 
Fall River Jewish Home. 

short-term rehabilitation services it 
plans to offer soon. Only 25 min
utes from Providence, the facil
ity will offer, he said, rehab for 
patients who have had knee or hip 
replacements, experienced strokes 
or simply need some general rehab 
after being discharged from a hos
pital. "We want to get elders into 
the least restrictive environment 
[possible]," said Freedman. "We 
don't want you here long-term 
unless you need to be here." If, on 
the other hand, an elderly person 

can't stay at home, he or she would 
be welcome at the Jewish Home. 
Seniors who are cared for at home 
can avail themselves of respite care 
services for up to 14 days, when 
their caregiver might need time 
away for a vacation or other reasons. 

The plan for short-term rehab 
facilities, said Vitale, is not to add 
beds, but to designate eight pri
vate rooms in one area. With rehab 
and long-term services, the Jewish 
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FACILITY serves seniors beyond Fall River area 
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From Page 20 

Home is Medicare-and Medicaid
certified, she said. 

Much to this reporter's sur
prise, some of the Jewish Home's 
residents discovered that it is not 
necessarily their final home; some 
patients have gone home or to 
another venue and may return to 
the Jewish Home two, even three, 
times. 

WHAT'S J EWISH ABOlff TIJE 

FALL R IVER JEWISH Ho~lE? 
The Jewish Home offers fresh 

kosher food, said Vitale, and Rabbi 
Barry Hartman is the mashgiah 
who is there almost every day. 

Rabbi Hartman will bring resi
dents large-print haggadot and 
calendars; and residents may par
ticipate in services on Shabbat and 
major Jewish holidays. Every Friday 
evening they offer kiddush, and 
during Sukkot, the residents deco
rate the sukkah. 

When a gentile resident was once 
asked why she and others attended 
Jewish services, Vitale remembered 
that the woman simply said, "God 
is good." 

Three Torahs are kept at the 
Jewish Home; two others are stored 
at Adas Israel. 

Recognizing many residents' 
open-mindedness and thirst for 
learning, Vitale has made certain to 
invite families of all faiths to holi
day meals. 

As a community service, the 
Jewish H ome prepares and delivers 

about 25 kosher Meals on Wheels 
to Fall River area residents each 
weekday, said Rabbi Hartman. 
"We are a kosher Jewish facility; it's 
our raison d'etre," he said. 

Rabbi Hartman noted that many 
gentile residents remember being 
"Shabbos Goys" for their Jewish 
neighbors; many Portuguese resi-

dents at the Jewish Home appreci
ate the personal attention and focus 
on hygiene that it offers. Blending 
the cultures and culinary prefer
ences of two diverse populations, 
the Jewish Home offers kosher 
kale soup, among other Portuguese 
favorites, as well as Jewish favorites 
- kugel, gefilte fish and, said Vitale, 
"chicken in some form" for every 
Friday dinner. 

The organization has collabo
rated with the Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode Island, Freedman 
said, especially in recent months. 
"Ethan Adler comes for holidays, 
and offers programs to residents," 

Congratulations 
to 

Susan 

Adler 
on receiving 

he said. "We expect to grow these 
programs," as we want to accom
modate all the needs of the Jewish 
H ome's residents. 

Rom, SERVlCE 

The site offers private and semi
private rooms, and room service 
for those who like to sleep in. Staff 
members, explained Vitale, are 

consistently assigned so that they 
develop rapport with the residents 
and come to know their likes and 
dislikes. The facility can serve 
people with dementia, unless they 
have severe problems of wander
ing or violent behavior; there are no 
locked units at the Jewish H ome. 

Along with Medicaid and Medi
care, other insurance, such as Blue 
Cross and United, among others, 
and private payment are sources 
of funding accepted at the Jewish 
H ome. 

The organization, Freedman 
said, is eager to grow its revenue 
so that it can continue to fulfill its 
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mission. "We were created to serve 
the Jewish population," said Freed
man. "As their needs change, we 
change to meet them." 

Vitale, who holds a master's in 
public health and has extensive 
experience in hospital and nursing 
home administration, is impressed 
by the Jewish commitment to help 

anyone in need. "Jews address injus
tice for anyone, they always look 
beyond themselves to help others," 
she said. "I'm in awe every day." 

For more in.formation about Fall 
River Jewish H ome, 538 R obeson St., 
Fall R iver, Mass., call 508-679-6172 
or visit wwwfallriverjewishhome. 
org. 
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REMEMBER THE p AST 
From the Archives of the R hode Island Jewish Historical Association 

The blue stars in the windows 
Remembering 

women's wartime 
experiences 

BY GERALDINE S. FOSTER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

0 N OUR LITTLE 
block in South Provi
dence that summer 
of 1944, windows 

in at least half-a-dozen homes 
displayed pennants - one with a 
gold star, the others with one or 
more blue stars. Each star repre
sented a son who was serving in 
a branch of the service. Except 
ours: Our star was not for a son 
but for a daughter, Sgt. Annette 
Segal, Women's Army Corps 
(WAC), who was my elder sister. 

Annette, like our father and 
uncle, had graduated from the 
R.I. College of Pharmacy and 
Allied Sciences; after earning her 
degree in November 1943, she 
enlisted in the Women's Army 
Corps. 

She was asked, "Why not wait 
for a commission?" At that time, 
the Army did not offer com
missions to pharmacists, so she 
enlisted as a private. It was war
time, she had a needed profes
sion and she wanted to serve. She 
never regretted her decision. 

After a tearful, yet prideful, 
farewell from her parents and 
me, Annette left that July for 
Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga. Six weeks 
later, clad in her summer khakis, 
Hobby H at and sensible (no, ugly) 
brown shoes, Pfc. Segal reported 
to Lovell General Hospital at Ft. 
Devens. At least, she said, the 
rose-colored dress she wore to 
work each day was attractive. It 
replaced the uniform. 

Lovell General was, according 
to Annette, a beautiful hospital. 
It was very large, with intercon
necting wings for the wards and 
separate barracks for the person
nel. 

The pharmacy served the whole 
hospital, including the clinic 
for the soldiers at Ft. Devens. 
It was a very busy place under 
ordinary circumstances. On 
those days when the wounded 
were brought in from overseas 
and triaged, there was an added 
sense of urgency. It was for me, 

Annette said , a very sad day, a 
horrible feeling, when you knew 
the planes were arriving with 
wounded soldiers and you saw 
the ruins war caused. Another 
sad time was saying goodbye 
to medical units they had been 
training. Units were leaving for 

"Married women 
were not a1lowed 

to remain 
in the service." 

duty at overseas hospitals near 
the front lines. 

In addition to compounding 
prescriptions, pharmacists dis
pensed medications so new they 
did not yet have names - only 
numbers - with their use and 
dosage specified. 

From Lovell General, pri
marily an orthopedic hospital, 
Annette was transferred for the 
last three months of her two-year 
term of service to Tilton General 

\ YOUR GREAT KIDS! A .®!TH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 

( 1~/ping to better the lives of others is the 
greatest of all achievements" 

0 A.M. & 12 Noon • Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
PBS 36.1 /Cable 8 

at Fort Dix, a huge, comprehen
sive general hospital. 

/ RIJHA 

Annette Segal Hockman paid 
special tribute to the Jewish 
Welfare Board and the Jewish 
chaplains who looked after the 
needs of the soldiers on base, 
as well as Jewish families (who 
opened their homes to give those 
in the military a taste of Shabbat, 
holidays and home) in the Mas
sachusetts towns of Leominster, 
Ayer and Gardner. 

HOPE MELLION 

If the Abrams family had had a 
blue star in their window, it would 
have represented their daughter 
Hope. H aving finished her stud
ies at Bryant College (now Bryant 
University), Hope was work
ing in an office. H er fiance, Ben 
Mellion, was far away serving 
in the Pacific theater. Unhappy 
at her job, she decided to enlist 
in the WAVES, the U.S. Navy's 
women-only division, which 
stood for "Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service." 
In 1944, the year she enlisted, 
WAC was not taking any more 
recruits. Besides, she quipped, 
the Navy's uniforms were cuter. 

H ope did her basic training 
in New York City, and then was 
transferred to Yeomen's School in 
Oklahoma. Because of her back
ground in office work, she was 
assigned to the Navy Depart
ment in Washington, D.C. In 
addition to general office work, 
she was expected to type cancel
lations of Navy contracts with 
civilian companies. As it had 
become apparent that World 
War II was drawing to a close, 
their services and war materials 
were no longer needed. 

One advantage of being in 
Washington was its proximity 
to Providence. Hope was able to 
catch the train home frequently 
on a weekend. On one of those 
leaves, she and Ben, recently 
returned from overseas, were 
married. Hope was honorably 

I nvcsting in the Library rarhc r than a bank can yield 
bcrrcr benefits for you whi le also alltming you 

tu enrich the lives of others for ,L,rc ncr:uions. 

_,,,,,,,,. To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

discharged on March 28, 1946, 
as married women were not 
allowed to remain in the service . 

Being in Washington and 
meeting many different women 
from other parts of the country 
were the most interesting aspects 
of being a WAVE, Hope said. 
When she did not come home to 
Providence, she took in the sights 
of the city and the surrounding 
areas. Being a WAVE was an 
experience she did not regret. 
"Once I put my uniform on, I felt 
pretty special. And I did it for my 
country." 

To comment on this or any Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Associa
tion article, email injo@rijha.org. 

Geraldine Foster is a former pres
ident of the Rhode Island Jewish 
H istorical Association. 
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'Day of Thanks' golf tournament raises funds 

From one sergeant to another ... 
Hospital in 1943 before going to 
New Guinea, then the Philip
pines, so I have an idea of what 
you faced in Iraq, other than the 
firing." 

GOLFERS SALUTE the honor guard as it presents the colors . 

SHARON TEICH shared 
a card that Charlotte 
Kwasha, now 103, sent 

to Bernie Teich after he was 
injured. She had seen the fol
lowing notice that had appeared 
in the Temple Beth-El bulle
tin: "Staff Sgt. Bernie Teich of 
the 1st Calvary Division, was 
awarded a Purple Heart by Gen
eral David Petraeus, commander 
of the U.S. forces in Iraq, in a 
ceremony that took place at the 
28th Combat Support Hospital. 

He needs mail more than 
ever... get well cards... thank 
you cards for serving his country. 
Please send mail to .. . " 

"There is so much I would like 
to tell you but you are there and 
I am here. However, I did work 
for the Jewish War Veterans at 
the Veterans Administration for 
39 years fighting [for) pension 
claims .. .I was a master sergeant 
at discharge. I wonder if Fort 
Sam Houston, where I was sta
tioned before going overseas, is 
still as beautiful as it was in 1943. 
Sincerely, Charlotte Kwasha." Military mother 

grateful to those who 
support veterans 

BY SHA RON T EICH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

0 N JULY 11, 2011, 
I had the honor of 
participating in an 
event that will remain 

with me for a very long time. As a 
proud committee member of "Day 
of Thanks" and an even prouder 
military mother, I took part in a 
"Day of Thanks" golf tournament 
honoring the wounded warriors 
and heroes of our U.S. military. 

Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, Mass., and Wish for 
Our Heroes, a national founda
tion for military members, hosted 
the tournament to give back to the 
brave men and women who serve 
our country each day. The event 
was very special to me, as my son, 
Staff Sergeant Bernie Teich, was 
wounded while serving with the 
U.S. Army. While deployed to 
Iraq, Bernie was hit with an impro
vised explosive device (IED) that 
ultimately cost him his right leg; 
now, more than four years later, 
he will likely need to have his left 
leg amputated. Bernie lost many 
military 'brothers,' and many more 
were injured. Those who survived 
stand by their efforts and continue 
to be proud patriots of our great 
nation. 

The "Day of Thanks" event 
paired military members with 
golfers, and each team competed 
in an 18-hole scramble. U.S. Army 
Ret. Lieutenant General Reginald 
A. Centracchio was the honorary 
chair. With prizes throughout the 
tournament, and a silent auction 
loaded with celebrity items and 
more, the event raised more than 
$26,000 for Wish for Our Heroes 
to be used in granting wishes for 
our nation's members of the mili
tary. 

I was most impressed to witness 
members of Ledgemont and the 
community recognize the sacrifices 
our honorable soldiers make each 
day - whether by taking time from 
their families, earning very little 
for what can be a thankless job, and 
even risking life and limb (as did 
Bernie). It warmed my heart to see 
people give back, each in their own 
way - with a donation or a simple 
handshake and "thank you" to the 
people who risk their lives for our 
freedom. Some of us will never 
know the toll military life can take 
on people, and many of us admit
tedly are not brave enough to sign 
up for duty. We all can serve and 
contribute in our own ways. When 
you see a member of the military, 
please thank him or her for serving. 
A simple and heartfelt "thank you" 
will mean more than you probably 
know. 

Ledgemont will host the event 
again next year, Aug. 6, 2012. 
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To donate jimds or auction items or 
to volunteer for next year's event, con
tact Sharon Teich at steich55@gmai/. 
com. Teich is a resident of Providence. 

Kwasha's card to Bernie read, 
in part, "Hi, Sarg, as one ser
geant to another, only 60 or so 
years apart - in fact, I had my 
overseas physical at Brook Army 

Editor's Note: The Jewish Voice 
& Herald interviewed Charlotte 
Kwasha in connection with her 
100th birthday celebration. She 
shared many of her military expe
riences for that story. 

Why do this? 

When you can 
do this? 
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Honoring our fathers' Honor our nation's veterans 

military service TERANS' DAY is on 
riday, Nov. 11. Show 

synagogues throughout Rhode 
Island have paused to recognize 
the men and women in our 
communities who have served 
our country. Veterans, join your 
community as we recognize your 
contributions. 

German soldier ,. 
saves a] ewish life 

BY IRA FLEISHER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

SAM FLEISHER WAS 
a young man living in 
Minneapolis when World 
War II started. Along 

with many of his friends, he took 
his Army physical. Although he 
was classified as 4F, physically 
unfit for military service, he 
enlisted anyway and served his 
country. 

Sam was in the second wave of 
D-Day. As his unit crossed the 
border from France into Ger
many, the men came under heavy 
enemy fire. He was shot in the 
leg and passed out, at some point. 
When he came to, he realized 
that the war had passed him by. 

I 
I -

/Courtesy/ Ira Fleisher 

your support by attend
ing synagogue services on the 
evening of Friday, Nov. 11 or 
the morning of Saturday, Nov. 
12. For the past several years, 

Open-heart surgery moves 
to R.I. Hospital 

The Miriam 
continues 

comprehensive 
cardiac care services 

rooms - 10 cardiology I CU beds, 
14 cardiac surgery ICU beds and 10 
cardiac surgery "step-down" beds. 
The sixth floor has 38 beds - 24 pri
vate cardiology step-down beds and 
14 medical beds, which are located 
in either private rooms or shared 
rooms. 

The Miriam Hospital campus 
will continue to offer comprehen
sive diagnostic and interventional 
cardiology services. 

He could hear the heavy gun
fire in the distance and see the 
bodies of dead American sol
diers spread across the field. As 
he lay there bleeding, a young 
German soldier approached him 
with his weapon drawn. Sam 
had two choices: He could lay 
there quietly and pretend to be 
dead or he could call out to the 
soldier for help. They could com
municate only by Sam speaking 
Yiddish to the German soldier. 
He knew there was a chance the 
soldier would just shoot him, but 
he thought he was going to die 

SAM FLEISHER 

PROVIDENCE - Earlier this 
month, Rhode Island and The 
Miriam hospitals announced the 
news of their combined open-heart 
surgery. 

According to a hospital news 
release, it is expected to be one 
of the largest volume open-heart 
surgery programs in New Eng
land. Nikola Dobrilovic, M.D., 
and James Fingleton, M .D., who 
performed cardiac surgeries at The 
Miriam, will now join Frank W. 
Sellke, M.D., and Arun Singh, 
M .D., in operating at Rhode 
Island Hospital. 

Plans are in place to replace one 
of the cardiac catheterization labs at 
The Miriam, modernizing the space 
for today's technology. In addition, 
the hospital is greatly expand
ing the area where patients will be 
evaluated before, and recover after, 
diagnostic and interventional car
diac catheterizations with the cre
ation of an 18-bed outpatient unit 
adjacent to the catheterization lab. 
This new area will enable patients 
to be closely monitored and receive 
any and all necessary care following 
cardiac interventions. 

THE SECRETS 
TO OUR 

LONGEVITY ... 

anyway. He called out to the sol
dier, asking for help. 

The German soldier didn't 
shoot him; instead, he car
ried him back to the safety of 
American lines. Sam spent a year 
undergoing repeated surgeries in 
different hospitals; as a result of 
his wound, that bullet was firmly 
entrenched in Sam's body. 

Because he saved the life of an 
American soldier, the German 
soldier spent the rest of the war 
in a detention camp. After the 

to our 
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war ended, he was permitted to 
immigrate to the United States. 
Although he lived the rest of his 
life in New York City, he and 
Sam never saw one another again. 

My father died at age 59. That 
German bullet was in his leg 
when he died. 

Ira Fleisher is the managing 
director of Sugarman-Sinai Memo
rial Chapel. Contact him at ira. 
fteisher@dignitymemorial.com. 

The new program will be located 
in renovated space in Rhode Island 
Hospital~ Bridge Building. It will 
feature a total of 34 private patient 
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COMMUNITY 
CONGREGANTS 

celebrate with a 
newly-restored scroll 

From Page 1 

century: Three-week-old Asa 
Wertheimer and Abraham (Al) 
White, age 96, the visionary donor 
for the purchase of the scroll. White 
and his late wife Tillie had donated 
funds 42 years ago to help build 
the synagogue's current building, 
said Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, the 
synagogue's spiritual leader since 
2001. White chose to donate funds 
for the scroll as a meaningful way 
to assist the congregation in its next 
stage of development and to honor 
his wife's memory. 

Some 150 congregants paraded 
the Torah from the Duck Pond, 
where congregants observe tashlikh, 
along North Main Street to Con
gregation Agudas Achim. Mother 
Nature was at her best, with bright 
sunny skies and a crisp wind, with 
a picture-perfect New England 
autumn day on full display. During 
the festive journey of approximately 
one mile, the synagogue's band, 
"T'fellin Groovy," played several 
songs, and worshippers at several 
area churches stood outside offer
ing congratulations and applause. 
At some of the churches, children 
waved flags and signs they had 
made for the occasion; as the gath
ering approached the synagogue 
driveway, an Attleboro fire truck 
escorted them and the Torah on 
their final steps. 

The newly purchased and 
repaired Torah scroll is about 80 
years old, said Rabbi Kevin Hale, a 
rabbinical school classmate of Rabbi 
Wechterman. Rabbi Hale lovingly 
repaired and restored it, which 
restoration included rolling the 
scroll onto new rollers. Hale, who 
reserved completing the scroll's last 
18 letters for the final ceremonies 
reminded the multi-generational 
audience that the last of the 613 
biblical mitzvot (see D eut. 31:19) is 
to write a Torah. The completion of 
the scroll was followed by a festive 
communal lunch. 

Before Rabbi Hale did his work, 
Todd Goldstein, Torah commit
tee chair, spoke briefly from the 
bimah. After thanking congregants 
for participating in the parade and 
acknowledging the hard work of 
Torah committee members, he also 
thanked T'fellin Groovy, which 
earned appreciative applause from 
all present. According to band 
member Marc Adler, T'fellin 
Groovy has played at various syna
gogue functions for the past six 
years. Band members are Adler on 
clarinet, Brian Bodemer on drums, 
Esther Friedman on drums, Bruce 
Ganek on keyboard, Rebecca Shays 
on violin and Joan W ebb on flute. 
Guest trumpeter Michael Forstadt 
joined the group for the festive 
Torah parade. 

Synagogue President Stuart 
Freiman reminded the congrega
tion that the year-long celebration 

RABBI ELYSE WECHTERMAN completes the Torah; 
Rabbi Kevin Hale is at her side. 

of Congregation Agudas Achim's 
centennial year had propelled them 
to this day. Rabbi Hale had come 
to the synagogue last year to teach 
us, he said, how to practice writing 
Torah's letters. "Writing a Torah 
is a mitzvah, a once-in-a-lifetime 
[opportunity] if you're lucky," said 
Freiman. 

"This is your Torah; we write 
Torah, we wrap ourselves in the 
words of Torah," said Rabbi Hale. 
"I think like a Reconstructionist; I 
think it's not a problem to believe 
that wise people wrote these words 
[of Torah], but in my heart and 
soul, it feels right that God spoke 
them to Moses." 

On behalf of all the participants, 
Rabbi Wechterman participated in 
a ritual hand-washing, and Rabbi 
Hale wrote - and then crossed out 
- the name of Amalek (see Deut. 
25:19), to banish all doubt. Amalek, 
as Rabbi Wechterman noted, was 
an ancestor of the wicked H aman 
in the Purim story. 

Because the Torah must be 
100 percent accurate and it is so 
lengthy, halakhah CTewish law) for
bids scribes from relying on their 
memory, Rabbi Hale said. He kept 
his well-worn and notated tikkun 
before him, as he carefully com
pleted each of the final 18 letters. 
Before handing the quill to Rabbi 
Hale, each congregant or group 
of congregants chanted a prayer 
acknowledging the kavanah (holy 
intention) of the action before 
handing over the responsibili
ties of completing the lettering to 
Rabbi Hale. In Engish, the prayer's 
words are: "Behold, I am writing 
this Torah for the sake of Torah." 
In turn, each individual or group 
of individuals stood next to Rabbi 

Hale and then officially discharged 
the lettering responsibilities to him. 

Feathers from geese, ducks and 
turkeys are acceptable to use as 
reeds for Torah quills, said Rabbi 
Hale, though "we don't slaughter 
an animal to make a Torah." 

In a moving moment of coming 
full circle, Rabbi Hale told the 
congregants that the Torah, now 
Agudas Achim's fourth, was 
obtained in J srael by his late teach
er's teacher. 

Stuart Freiman explained that 
the synagogue wanted a lighter 
Torah. 

In an earlier era, before electric 
lights, Torahs were bigger with 
beautiful large letters, said Rabbi 
Hale. Back then, big was great, he 
said. 

Rabbi Wechterman, the final 
person to be called up, had a slightly 
different role. She, like Rabbi Hale, 
would actually put the finishing 
touches on the final letter. Express
ing amazement and no small mea
sure of disbelief before she took up 
the quill, Rabbi Wechterman broke 
into tears of joy and awe after her 
work was finished. She expressed 
deep gratitude to the congregants 
of Agudas Achim for letting her 
participate in their Jewish journeys. 

The Torah, noted Rabbi Hale, 
became kosher when Rabbi Wech
terman completed the final letter. 

Asked why this day is special 
to him, Dr. Alan Wartenberg, a 
former congregational president, 
said, "We know this Torah's his
tory and provenance; we know it's 
kosher. A new Torah is always an 
event; and it's something we've 
wanted for a long time." 

The synagogue plans to retire its 
most worn Torah, leaving three for 
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QUILLS AND INK are used to complete the scroll's letters. 

regular use. 
In a lengthy Oct. 17 email to the 

congregation of some 120 fami
lies, Rabbi Wechterman wrote in 
part, "Yesterday was one of the 
most amazing experiences of my 
rabbinate - maybe even of my life. 
Together, we finished and rededi
cated a Torah for use by generations 
to come - a Torah for all Israel, past 
and present. To have the opportu
nity to fuifi1l such a mitzvah as your 
rabbi in your community was a true 
honor - something I will always 
treasure and remember. 

"There is so much I could say 
about yesterday's experience -
from marching up Main Street, 
greeted by the members of Murray 
Unitarian Universalist, Imman
uel Lutheran and Evangelical Cov
enant churches to the sounds of our 
band playing in the parking lot to 
the moment when I had the honor 
of writing that last letter - the final 
lamed in "Yisraef' and declaring the 
scroll kosher for use - I am still 
taking it all in." 

Later in the email, Rabbi 

Wechterman thanked Gold
stein who, she said, "worked tire
lessly and went ahead with my 
crazy idea for a parade, against his 
better judgment. Todd oversaw this 
entire process from start to finish 
and was the mensh behind every 
aspect of this project! 

"Patty Bell, Marc Adler and 
David Nerenberg [Rabbi Wech
terman's husband] made up the 
rest of the wonderful commit
tee. David gets a special thank you 
for organizing the parade and get
ting me a fire truck! Patty organized 
our luncheon, did early research 
in our archives and asked intelli
gent questions along the way. And 
Marc provided our musical accom
paniment and sincere enthusiasm 
for the entire project!" 

For more infannation about Con
gregation Agudas Achim, a R econ
structionist synagogue, at 901 North 
Main St. , Attleboro, MA, visit www. 
agudasma.org or col/ 508-222-2243. 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

Whatever happened to Armistice Day? 
Remembering my 

Uncle Sam and my 
Uncle Herb 

THEY USED TO call 
it Armistice Day. Once 
it became clear to one 
and all that there would 

never, ever again be a cease
fire, the word 
became defunct, 
outdated, into 
the void. They 
changed the 
name of the hol
iday to Veterans' 
Day. I have the 
vice or the virtue 
of loyalty - to 
the past, at least 
- and objected 

to the cynicism of the new title. 
To make sense of the passing of 

seasons and decades, the chapters 
of life, I cling to particular scenes, 
souvenirs I take out and mull over. 
During World War II, both of my 
uncles, who lived just up the street 
from our home, went off to the 
battlegrounds, one to Europe and 
the other to Asia. There were two 
stars in the window of my grand
father's house. And next door, in a 
twin house, there was yet another 
star, for their cousin, who flew over 
the troubled world as a pilot in the 
Army Air Force. 

They came home, more or less 
safe and sound in mind and body. 
I was, as a boy, proud of their ser
vice. Years went by, and one windy 
afternoon I saw Uncle Herb, the 
soldier who'd been wounded in 
General Patton's Third Army, 
greet !us half-brother, my Uncle 
Sam, who had been a heroic, life
saving medic. 
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Somehow it surprised me to 
witness the moment that passed -"'-,- - ""-..:~Q,~~-
between them. There was a cur
rent of respect, affection, a bond 
of intimate connection that caught 
and captured my attention. 

I could write a book about how 
and why that brief glimpse on the 
cement sidewalk under the syca
more tree astonished me. It had 
something to do with the rivalries 
that had split the family into sepa
rate encampments. Sam's mother 
had died shortly after he was born, 
and he was a troubled soul, a new
comer to town as a semi-orphan. 

- . 

A WARTIME SKETCH by Herbert L. Fink 
/Courtesy/ Mike Fink 

Herb, the child of the second mar
riage, the son of the stepmother, 
the last-born second son, was 
blessed with talent and troops of 
friends from the Providence public 
schools. 

War, wluch created displaced 
persons, also crafted the soci
ety of survivors, who recognized 
one another and saluted the ties 
that held them together - not 
unlike the script of "The Best 
Years of our Lives," a 1946 movie 
directed by William Wyler. 
Our boyhood realms were far less 
extended and more bounded by 
the block than other times later in 
American lustory. The Armory of 
Mounted Commands was just at 
the bottom of the hill; our gram-

mar school was at the top of the 
hill. Behind the hillside, a pas
ture and an orchard held elms, 

..II 
/Courtesy/Mike Fink 

HERBERT L. FINK 

apple trees and even a few cows 
and horses. I can't neglect to men
tion the small bands of gypsies or 
vagrant tramps, who might pass 
through with the circus or off the 
trains with their lonely wlustles, 
for their sojourns in "hobo haven." 
And that was the extent of our 
world. 

Senior Homecare By Angels 
Select Your Caregiver! 

We know it isn't easy to invite someone ' 
into your home to provide homecare for 
a loved one. At Visiting Angels,, you'll 
interview and select any caregiver we 
refer to you. 

Character Matters 
With Our Caregivers! 

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, 
meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
rewarding companionship, family 
respite care, weekends, holidays. 

wwwjvhri.org 

We scarcely ever left these few 
streets, alleys and lots. We weren't 
supposed to. Our telephones were 
party lines, wluch we weren't 
expected to use except for emer
gencies. We listened to the radio, 
sat by the fire with a book and 
wrote letters to our uncles over
seas. 

On what I still call Armistice 
Day, I think my thoughts about 
my two uncles and ask myself what 
is my responsibility to their legacy. 
Symbolically, they saved the world 
for me. Neither Sam nor Herb 
became grandfathers. Their neph
ews are their link to the future. I 
have their photographs and their 
letters. What do they want of me, 
for me, from me? 

I light a yahrzeit candle for Sam, 
who was observant, and whose 
gifts to me were either books of 
Jewish prayer or shells from the 
shores of the Pacific Islands. Herb, 
who gave me sketches of the ani
mals and trees he saw in the forests 
of Europe or from the hospital in 
Belgium where he recovered from 
lus wounds, was the subject of a 
film documentary and a series of 

articles I wrote about rum - both 
of which he saw and approved. 

There are, indeed, other veterans 
of many conflicts, all deserving 
our admiration and sympathy. We 
are imprinted, as children, by the 
particular details of the struggles 
expressed through the music, the 
movies and the memories of our 
own generation. My generation 
was imbued with the mood and 
the meaning of World War II. We 
remember it on VE Day and on 
VJ Day. On Armistice Day, we 
remember not only the doughboys 
who came marching home to Pro
lubition and the Great Depression, 
but also the promise we made after 
World War II that we would try 
to create a world without war, in 
wluch the Uncle Herbs and Uncle 
Sams (and that cousin David, the 
flyboy) could smile, perhaps with 
elements of sadness and melan
choly, at one another with pride. 

Mike Fink is an English professor 
at Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mjinkJJ@aol.com. 

your aging parent. 
But what if he needs 
more than you can give? 
Taking care of on aging 
porenl con be overwhelming. 
But our highly trained 
professionals bring o coring 
approach to our clients, in 
the familiarity of their own 
homes. We make life better 
for your parent and you too. 

Coll 401.751 .9660 or visil us of 
CalhleenNoughlonAssoc.com 

Cathleen 
Naughton 

Associates 
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When seniors must relocate 
Navigating physical 

and emotional 
ups-and-downs 

BY NANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

lliODE ISLAND 
as a large popula
on of Jewish seniors. 
ata from the United 

States Census Bureau 2010 indi
cate that seniors (those 65 and 
older) comprise 14.4 percent of 
the state's population of about 
1,000,000 people; according to 
Rhode Island's Department of 
Elderly Affairs, our senior popu
lation is increasing. 

Seniors may 
eloca te to be 

'-------' into a new 
community 

within the same state - or even 
in the same neighborhood - by 
downsizing to a smaller home, 
an apartment, or a retirement 
or assisted living community. 
Others may move into their adult 
children's homes. No matter the 
reason for relocating, seniors may 
feel overwhelmed at the thought 

of moving. 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MEMORIES: 

WHERE DO YOU START? 

When you sell the home where 
you lived for decades, raised 
your family and marked many 
milestones, sorting through 
household items can be physi
cally daunting and emotion
ally demanding. Our Jewish 
community is fortunate to have 
many different resources, pro
grams and facilities available to 
assist seniors and their concerned 
family members with these tran
sitional times in life. 

COUNSELING MAY HELP 

According to Patty Harwood, 
a social worker and the direc
tor of adult services at Jewish 
Family Service of Rhode Island 
OFS) in Providence, JFS (a 
partner agency of the Alliance) 
offers many programs for seniors 
in transition. "Our counseling 
center can work with people suf
fering feelings of loss associated 
with having to move from homes 
where they have lived for many 
years; we can provide counseling 
at home for those who are home
bound," said H arwood. Counsel
ing services are covered by most 
health insurance entities, includ
ing Medicare and Medicaid. JFS 
case managers are available to 

assist lower-income individuals -
moving from a private residence 
to an elderly apartment, assisted 
living community or a nursing 
home - and their families with 
the application process. 

Through JFS' Home Care 
Solutions program, state licensed 
certified nursing assistants can 
assist people with personal care, 
light housekeeping, shopping 
and meal preparation. Another 
JFS program, Lifeline RI, offers 
a personal emergency response 
system that is worn by an indi
vidual. One press of a button 

"Seniors may fee1 
overwhe1med at the 
thought of moving." 

summons help. 

KOSHER MEAL OPTIONS 

The Jewish community's 
kosher nutrition program oper
ates two kosher meal sites in 
Rhode Island: one at the Jewish 
Alliance of G reater Rhode 
Island in Providence, another at 
Temple Am David in Warwick. 
It also coordinates kosher Meals 
on Wheels for homebound resi
dents of Providence, Pawtucket, 
Cranston and Warwick. 

n Women must plan ahead 
Caregivers must care 
for themselves, too 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Many women 
have failed to evaluate their risks or 
planning options around the need 
for long-term care, said Lynn Pohl, 
president of Lynn Pohl LTC, Inc., 
in Providence. 

In a recent release, she noted 
that women generally live longer 
than men; as a result, women 
are significantly more likely to 
need long-term care. Women 
are far more likely to suffer from 
Alzheimer's disease and nearly 
1,000,000 women older than 65 
currently reside in nursing home 
settings; only 335,000 men in the 
same age cohort do so. 

"Women provide the majority of 
care for their spouses or other aging 
family members, and because they 
live longer than men they are far 
more likely to eventually need 
long-term care themselves," Pohl's 
statement said. 

Planning for long-term care 
is important for women who are 
married, living with partners or 
residing alone. According to a 
study by the American Association 
for Long-Term Care Insurance 
(AALTCI), most women older 
than 50 underestimate the risk of 
needing long-term care and have 
no plan in place. The organization 

I 

reports that roughly two-thirds of 
the $6 billion in yearly long-term 

care insurance claims benefits are 
paid to women. 

Every woman older than 50 
needs to have a plan in place, 
she said. The best time to start is 
before retirement when you have 
the greatest number of available 
options from which to choose. 

For those of you who might be 
interested, November is National 
Long Term Care Awareness 
Month. 

For more information or_ to obtain 
a complimentary copy of A Woman's 
Guide to Long-Term Care Insurance 
Protection, published by AAL TCI, 
contact Pohl at 274-7213 or lynn@ 
lynnpohl.com. 

This is one of a series of occasional 
articles about local businesses, some of 
which advertise with this paper. 

• Fall River Jewish Home 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

15 MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE 

KOSHER MEALS· PRIVATE ROOMS 
SHORT REHABILITATION • LONG TERM CARE 

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & OTHER INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
Faci ll ityTours: 508-679-6172 

508 Robeson Street • Fall River, MA 02720 

V1s1t us onl1ne dt: www.fc1 llr1verJew 1shhome org 

wwwJvhri.org 

Another valuable resource for 
local Jewish seniors and their 
families is the Jewish Seniors 
Agency QSA) in Providence, 
with a wide array of statewide 
programs, facilities, partnerships 
and volunteers. For seniors relo
cating into or downsizing within 
our community, JSA, also a part
ner agency of the Alliance, offers 
two senior housing options, both 
in Warwick: Shalom Apartments 
and Tamarisk assisted living resi
dence. Shalom Apartments pro
vide HUD-subsidized affordable 
housing for elderly and mobility
impaired individuals. Tamarisk, 
a kosher assisted living residence 
with a memory support program, 
also offers adult day services and 
respite care. 

COMPANIONSH IP IS CRITICAL 

The Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island's CTERI) staff and volun
teers bring companionship, com
fort and a Jewish connection to 
seniors in hospitals, assisted living, 
nursing and private residences. 

For seniors with physical 
impairments, memory loss, or 
Alzheimer's disease, JSA's To 
Life Adult Day Center in Provi
dence offers seniors the opportu
nity to social ize with others while 
being medically monitored. 

Susan Adler, director of JERI 
and To Life Adult Day Center, 

and coordinator of the Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher 
Food Pantry in Providence, said 
that one of the most important 
things she and her staff do for 
seniors and their families is listen 
- and then match an individual's 
interests and activities with the 
programs and services that best 
fit his or her needs. Sometimes 
it can be difficult, she said, for 
family members to "make the 
telephone calls." JSA staff can do 
this for family members, includ
ing contacting Jewish com
munities outside Rhode Island 
for seniors who are relocating 
elsewhere. "We're an agency 
that's been around for 100 years 
in Rhode Island," said Adler. 
"We'll keep your loved one's best 
interests in mind; we make sure 
they'll be safe and well taken care 
of. It's an honor." 

Nancy Abeshaus, a freelance 
writer, lives in South Kingstown. 
Contact her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Contact Jewish Seniors Agency 
of R hode Island at 351-4750, jsa@ 
jsari.org or wwwjsari.org. 

Contact Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island at 331-1244, info@ 
jfsri.org, or wwwjfsri.org. 

Care That's At Home, 
Wherever You Live. 

Comfort Keepers" provides in-home 
care services chat help seniors live safe, happy and 
independent lives in the comfort of their own homes. 

Comfort 
Keepers. 

401-349-0888 

-i> 200'1CK~lnc. I f.acholfiuinckpmdentlyawntd>ndop:r.u..d. 
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" Trying to care for 
aging parents?" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've 
devoted my life and career 
to assisting seniors and their 
families. My goal is to help 
then maintain their well 
being, independence and 
dignity. If you or your family 
aren't sure where to turn, how 
to gather information or who 
can help - then call me today. 

(401) 398-7655 

~enior Care Concepts 1nc: _c-__, 

W\\ W.Sl'II iorca l'l'l'OIH'l'ptsim· ,l'0111 
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Private physician's office or impersonal clinic? 
As we gained life 

expectancy, we lost 
the personal touch 

IT'S TUESDAY AT 3:15 
p.m.: You arrive a few min
utes early for your annual 
encounter with your personal 

physician. There are no compel
ling reasons to visit her office other 
than to maintain your annual 

checkup sched
ule, to make sure 
nothing is medi
cally amiss, and to 
keep the complex 
medical industry 
moving at a brisk 
pace. 

The recep-
Dr. Stanley tion room is spa-

Aronson cious - with all 
----- the warmth and 
aesthetic appeal of an intercity 
bus terminal. Accordingly, you 
hope your internist's diagnostic 
skills are superior to her choice of 
waiting room appointments. But 
then you realize that the room 
is designed expressly to provide 
temporary waiting space for the 
patients of at least eight physicians; 
it is a utilitarian transit point, not 
a place to linger and appreciate 
the wall decorations. In truth, it 
is a dreary room; but better that 

y 

the dreariness characterizes the 
interior decor than the subsequent 
clinical experience! At least there 
was one gratuitous blessing: no 
background music. 

Nor is any compelling litera
ture available in the waiting room 

- only last year's issues of Aspara
gus Grower's Monthly, a tattered 
copy of Miniature Golf Annual, 
and some throwaway brochures on 
how to combat incipient bubonic 
plague. Again, you recall the fun
damental purpose of a waiting 
room: It is to teach us the moral 
virtues of patience and equanim
ity, not to encourage scholarly pur
suits or provide a museum gallery. 
Patience, you learn first-hand, is 
a curious mixture of resignation, 

kk 

reticence and acceptance of one's 
fate; and you remember, from a 
talrnudic axiom, that patience 
is the sustenance of life and the 
virtue of beggars. 

The critical purpose of your visit 
is recalled when you are finally 

summoned; when your name -
your first name only - is uttered 
with the fervor of a train conductor 
announcing the next stop. From 
that point forth, things move 
swiftly. Body weight, blood pres
sure, pulse, a listing of prescribed 
medications - and then comes the 
personal confrontation with your 
physician. 

In most instances, the medical 
encounter is a disciplined, busi
nesslike interlude that discusses 

Send Hanukkah greetings 
to family and friends in 

the Nov. 25 issue of 
The Jewish Voice &.. Herald. 

Your message will be 
part of a colorful 

Hanukkah 
presentatio n. 

It 's a g reat 
opportunity -
an 18-word 
message for 

only $18! 
Email your greetings and payment information to Tricia 

Stearly, tstearly@sha lomri.org or by m a il , The Jewish Voice 
&. H erald ; 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Ads and payments must be received by Nov. t 5 . 
Call Tricia a t 421 -41 1 1 , ext. 160. 

wwwjvhri.org 

relevant questions; a focused, 
brief physical examination; per
haps a few diagnostic tests may be 
ordered; and a final discourse on 
the likely diagnoses and proposed 
therapies. Crisp; and lasting on 
average, fewer than 20 minutes. 
No time to discuss the existential 
merit of D ostoyevsky's novels. 

Those whose memories reach 
back to the days before World 
W-ar II may fondly recall different 

"The reception 
room is spacious 
with all the warmth 
and aesthetic appeal 

of an intercity 
bus terminal." 

physician-patient encounters. And 
(as with all memories tarnished by 
age) the realities might be replaced 
by rotogravure illusions. The 
reception room enhanced by oil 
paintings on the wall; the recep
tionist (usually the physician's 
wife) asking about your children; 
and the perils of the unseasonable 
snowstorm. 

The elderly physician, a watch 
fob chain festooned over his ample 
abdomen, was the prototype of 
a Normal Rockwell Saturday 
Evening Post cover. The ensuing 
conversations were congenial and 
certainly not compressed into an 
allotted 15 minutes. Given that 
the dedicated family physician had 
nothing of real therapeutic value 
for the underlying condition that 
impelled your visit, why not dis
cuss the merits of trout fishing or 
the latest Joan Crawford movie 

instead? 
The basic confrontation between 

patient and physician has changed 
significantly in the past half cen
tury. Its venue, formerly the 
first-floor living room of the phy
sician's residence, is now in an 
austere clinic building, vaguely 
suggesting Soviet-style architec
ture, constructed so as to make 
such meetings time-efficient and 
compliant with rules assembled by 
anonymous accountants laboring 
somewhere in our nation's capital. 

We exaggerate the endear
ing qualities of the 1930s-style 
patient/physician relationship, just 
as we exaggerate the robotic ele
ments of today's clinical encounter. 
In so doing, we forget two salient 
facts. 

First, in the 1930s, the great 
majority of folks sought no regular 
medical care except, in extremis, 
a desperate visit to a municipal 
emergency room. Visits to the 
friendly neighborhood physician 
were confined to those who could 
afford such luxuries. 

Second, in the 1930s, average 
life expectancy in the U.S. was 
about 51 years of age. Today, it is 
about 77 years. The additional 26 
years may be ascribed to medi
cal advances, including vaccines, 
antibiotics, surgical interventions, 
better nutrition and the salutary 
effects of public education - such 
as the campaign against smoking. 

In life, we win some and we lose 
some; in the complex equation of 
medical care, we've lost a bit of 
the personal encounter but we've 
gained more than two decades of 
life. Not a bad bargain! 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D., is 
dean of medicine emeritus at Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

Coffee and chocolate -
are they good for you? 

TIE CRANSTON 
enior Guild will 
eet on Wednesday, 

Nov. 2 at 1 p.m. atTamarisk, 
3 Shalom Drive, Warwick. 

The guest speaker will be 
Ava Hallam, clinical liaison 
from Kindred H ealthcare. 
She will speak on "Coffee and 
chocolate: The good, the bad 
and the ugly - their potential 
health benefits and risks." 

A raffie and refreshments will 
follow H allam's presentation. 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 

j 
Although I returned. 10 Israel in 2009, my one-year 
sabbatical st-.>.y in Providence was one of the highlights of my 
life - chief of which w:is the e.~tremclywarm and v.-clt...·cumng 
Jewi~h cmnmunity in your wunderfi1l town. My column in 
~[he Jcwi1::h Voice & H ernld - the infonnationlll "glue~ thnt 
kct.·ps yuur community tog,.:thcr and a great rcllcction ofits 
muJti-fiu.:etcd clements - i,; but a sm:tll "repayment~ for that 
wonderful hospitality. Supponing l]1c Voice&. Hcr.Jd , ca,;h 
person in his or he r \vay. is definitely:. worthy e ndeavo r. 

- Sam Lehman-Wilzig 
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o'vAR ToRAH 

A new take on the Tower of Babel 
GENESIS 6:9-11:32 
Parashat Noah 

BY RABBI AMY LEVIN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

F OM THE TIME we 
first read the story of 
he Tower of Babel in 
eligious school, we see 

the effort to reach the heavens as 
humanity's chutzpadik attempt to 
imitate God. Who are human 
beings to build a tower up to 
the sky to prove that they too 
are capable of attaining divine 
heights? In the end, the tower is 
dismantled. The people are dis
persed. God has punished them 
for their chutzpah. 

But what was their sin? Genesis 
11:4 says: "And they said come, 
let us build us a city and a tower 

with its top in the sky, to make a 
name for ourselves, else we shall 
be scattered all over the world." 
Commentators down the centu
ries have tried to understand what 
was so terrible about the motive of 
the tower-builders. 

The 16th-century Italian com
mentator Sforno reacted to the 
phrase: na'aseh lanu shem ("let 
us make a name for ourselves") 
by expressing concern that this 
united human effort would place 
a single ruler over all of humanity 
- and all men would vie for this 
position. Ibn Ezra in 12th-cen
tury Spain contended that those 
who built the tower were not 
stupid enough to think they could 
really ascend to the heavens. 
Scripture specifies their desire to 
build a large city with a tall tower 

It's 11 p.m.: Do you know where 
your elected officials are? 

PROVIDENCE - Do you 
wonder how members of Con
gress are voting on issues of 
concern to you? The Jewish 
Community Voter Guide 2011, 
which contains the voting 
records of members of the 
United States Congress on 
issues of concern to the Jewish 
community, is available. 

how to contact representative 
and senators by mail, phone and 
email and offers a primer on how 
legislation is enacted. 

The booklet is published twice 
yearly by the JAC Education 
Foundation, which does not 
advocate the election or defeat 
of any candidate and does not 
endorse any political party. The 
information in the brochure is 
intended only as a resource. 

A limited number of copies are 
available from Marty Cooper, 
community relations council direc
tor, at the Alliance. Contact him at 
421-4111 or mcooper@shalomri. 
org. 

To learn more about JAG 
Education Foundation, visit 

that would be a monument (shem) 
to their glory; the phrase "let us 
make a name for ourselves" means 
that they thought they could pre
serve their memory as long as the 
tower stood. 

Building on the simple mean
ing of the text, the Rashbarn 
(Rabbi Shmuel hen Meir, Rashi's 
grandson, who died in 1160) asks: 
"What was the sin of that genera
tion?" He contends that it lay in 
the contradiction between God's 
express command to "fill the 
earth" and humanity's desire to 
stay together in one place, united 
by locale and language, as indi
cated by the story's opening state
ment: "Everyone on earth had 
the same language and the same 
words." (Gen. 11:1) 

Tm; SIN OF WASTED FREE WILL 

Our early tower-builders were 
motivated by the very human 
desire to remain with the com
fort of familiar people and places. 
Their intent was not to challenge 
God's greatness but rather to 
establish a recognizable name for 
themselves by maintaining their 
single language and common set 
of ideas. The 20th-century Israeli 
biblical commentator Yeshayahu 
Leibowitz contended that the sin 
lay in desiring the homogene
ity of all humankind in order to 
maintain a single language and 
worldview. Without a push from 
God, people would never learn to 
embrace pluralism and to tolerate 
different opinions. 

In their desire to preserve a 
monochromatic world with no 

variety, no differences of opinion, 
no conflict or competition, the 
tower-builders of Genesis were 
turning their backs on the poten
tial implied by God's having given 
humankind free will. Of course, 
the Creator could have permitted 
such a world; but instead, God 
compelled humanity to develop 
a multi-faceted intellectual and 
spiritual world, a nuanced world 
not limited to a single language 
and a single set of ideas. 

Rabbi Amy Levin, rabbi at 
Temple Tora! Yisrael in Cranston 
and East Greenwich, is the vice 
president of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis. Contact her at ravlev@ 
gmail.com. 

Tallying House of Represen
tatives' votes on eight issues -
ranging from abortion funding 
and budget issues to greenhouse 
gases and school vouchers - and 
United States Senate votes on 
four issues - appropriations, 
budget, anti-terrorism provi
sions (the Patriot Act) and dis
cretionary funding for Planned 
Parenthood, the eight-page bro
chure includes other informa
tion, as well. It directs readers 

wwwjacpac. org. 
STUDENTS FROM TEMPLE AM DAVID in Warwick help decorate the sukkah 

at Tamarisk on Tuesday, Oct. 11. 

The Mama Doni Band rocks our Jewish world 
MAMA DONI AND the Mama Doni Band perform at 
the Social Hall of the JCC at the Alliance on Sunday, 

Oct. 16. An enthusiastic group of nearly 100 people 
- adults and children alike - enjoys the hour-long 

wwwjvhri.org 

concert, and dances and sings with Mama Doni. 
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The JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQl'ES 

STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

CONSIGN 

OR 

QUALITY 

ITEMS 

WANTED 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

ATTOR~EY 

Howard L. Feldman, Esq. 
Law Offi ce o f Stephen J. Dennis 

127 Dorrance Street, 3rd Fl., Suite 7 A 
Providence, RI 02903 

P: (401) 453-1 355 F: (401) 453-6670 

At:roMOBILE SERVICES 

R,I , Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

D'Ambra's Service Station 
BabD'Ambra 

!!!ilnce f9411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

r~miIY Hanukkah Greeting 
Send Hanukkah greetings 

to family and friends in 
the Nov. 25 issue of 

The Jewish Voice &.. Herald. 

Your message wil l be 
part of a color fu l 

Hanukkah 
presentation . 

~ 
- ... ,,,,, .. ~ , 

HAl'l'Y HANUKKAH~ 
~ J~NI AND JOHN WINKl lR , r It's a great 

opportunity -
an 18-word 
message for 

o nly $18! 

IHI oOlDIN l~ Mll Y '. .... •. } 
~ 

Email your greetings and payment lnformc\tlon to Tricia 
Stearly, tstearly@shalomrl.org o r by mall , The Jewish Voice 

&. H era ld; 40 I Elmgrove Ave. , Providence. RI 02906. 
Ads and payments must be received by Nov. 15. 

Call Tricia at 421 -4 1 1 1 • ext. 160. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH/PHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

W HISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 180 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLO COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ~-----: ~::~~~s GOLD JEWELRY & BULLION NOW AVAILABLE 
• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dollars, 

GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST Gold Coin,& Estate 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER JeweliyandSilver, 
•COINS&BARS PRICES Proo/Sets.Coin& 
• us AND FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODPI COIN EXCIIANGt INC. 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

Serving banks,anorneys,estates 
and the public for over 40 yea~. 

401-861-7640 

COMP[TER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~:o~~.~~1~1~i!~~!~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

~ SONICWAL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suit• C • Warwick, RI• www.pctroublo.com 

1Q Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Dreparation 

40 1-454 0900 , parnessl(8>1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St . • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me fa t your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your fi nancial story 

HOl\ilE IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-843-1300 

Tel: 828-5908 
or 

738-7835 

JADE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838- 1 119 

ML#A1538 
Licensed & Insured 

CTRIC 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

291 Knight Street 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 

401-640-1451 

.--0-. 
Joe DeFranco 24 Hour Service 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate1 

866.86.L0PCO (56726) or 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

"Prof!ssional, Penonable, Partkular Paint«'!" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG 121331 •MAHI( 1145887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEAR LY: 401-421-4111 , ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 

wwwjvhri.org 
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BUSINESS 

THE J EWTSH VOICE & HERALD 

source? 

READERS, please fill out this fun survey - we can't 
wait to hear from you! 

Just identify - and tell us why, if you like - your 
favorites on the list below (within greater Rhode 
Island, please). 

Mail, drop off or email (scan and email) the 
completed survey to Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 
or nkirsch@shalomri.org. 

Once the surveys are tabulated, we'll award 
certificates to the winning business in each 
category. All surveys will be entered into a drawing 
for a gift certificate. 

Wut'l)'1Hlr 
r■vorik ,_..,. .. ! 

Name: ___________ _ 

Phone: __________ _ 

Email: ___________ _ 

1. Restaurants: 

Breakfast/brunch/coffee shop: 

(Name and city/ 

To celebrate a slmcha: 

tHatne and city) 

Chlnesa food: 

(Name and city} 

Datenlght/l'Ollllllllcmal: 

Jewish Voice 8{_, Herald October 28, 2011 

8. Museum/Gallery: 

(Nome and city/ 

9. Vacation spot: 

(Name and city/ 

10. Gift shop: 

/Name and city} 

11. Apparel store: 

(/lblje ondclty/ 

18.Wtldcard:Whndldn't-•sk yau.,..dull . . 
JOU llbtolutelJlowTT• u, •-canwioar ....... 
(Nome and city} 
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The JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

GENERAL SERVICES 
lt's a Mitzvah to 

RENT•A•MENSCH 
Sp<claHilng In Servlc< for S<nlors 
to keep you '"'· Ind HCIIIO In your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, effic iency 

Woyn<RoS<nbag 

Tel, 4-01 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-63~2 
www.rentamensch.us 

hst R.\!\CE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Seivice ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I jbrier@brier-btier.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

SALO~ SER\"ICES PAYING 
~--································································· II : 01 I Il l / 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence -401-331-4888 

0PTIC.\L Smw 
Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.galtery@gmail.a,m 

Prqcriptlon1 filled ... Designer oyowwar ... SunglHlff 

Established In 1979 

wwwjvhri.org 

' ~~ -- -
✓ 

Bob Knych 

gem 'Pavjn.3 anl Sea{ Coafin.3 

Bus. (401 ) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 

Lie# 20547 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $28 PER ISSUE, 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE IEREI 

1be JEWISH Vo1a & Hawn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111. 
ext 160 •tstearly@shalomri.org 
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Stanley H. Cath, M.D., 90 
SAN FRANCISCO - Dr. Stanley 
Cath died June 24 in San Francisco. 
Born in Providence, he relocated to 
Boston and San Francisco. 

A graduate of Providence College 
and B.U. School of Medicine, he was 
a physician, psychiatrist and psycho
analyst. In 65 years of medical prac
tice, he taught at major schools of 
medicine, social work and psychol
ogy. 

An acknowledged expert on aging, 
fatherhood and cults, he co-founded 
the Massachusetts Gerontological 
Society and the Family Advisory and 
Treatment Center and authored four 
books and more than 70 articles. 
The American Association of Pub
lishers recognized his book, "Father 
and Child," as a best book of 1982. 

He loved flying, tennis, history and 
opera. 

He is survived by his three chil
dren, Phyllis (Erik Gann), Alan 
(Susan) Cath and Sandra (David 
Contis) Cath and six grandchildren, 
Laura (Erik Olson), Andrew Ruben
stein, Daniel (Shannon) and Adam 
(Stephanie Greer) Cath, Elliott 
and Alex Gann. He also leaves his 
sister Doris Paster, his in-laws Irwin 
Fishbein and Barbara and Murray 
Miller, and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. His compassion and 
wisdom touched the lives of many. 

Private memorial services will be 
held on the East and West coasts. 
Contributions may be made to The 
San Francisco Center for Psycho
analysis. 

Barbara Jean Kimatian, 42 
WARWICK - Barbara Jean Kimatian 
died Oct. 19 at Rhode Island Hospi
tal. Born in Providence, a daughter 
of Paul and Rita (Broomfield) John
son of Warwick, she was a lifelong 
Warwick resident. 

She was the sister of Elaine 
Greene of Ladson, S.C. ; Robert and 
Donald Johnson, both of Warwick; 
Mindy Petti of East Greenwich; and 
Susan Johnson of Johnston. 

Contributions may be made to 

Make-A-Wish Foundation, 1 State 
St., Ste. 100, Providence, RI 02908. 

Elissa Sara Krivitsky, 18 
PROVIDENCE - Elissa Krivitsky, of 
Providence, died Oct. 19. Born in 
Providence, she was the daughter 
of Jo-An ( Chernick) Kaplan, step
daughter of Paul Kaplan and daugh
ter of Brian Krivitsky. 

She attended The Wheeler School 
and Susquehanna University. She 
was also a member of Temple Beth
EL 

In addition to her parents, she 
leaves her siblings, Kyle, Jack and 
Sydney Krivitsky; her stepbrother 
Jason Kaplan ; and her maternal 
grandparents, Sandra and Richard 
Bornstein. 

Donations may be made to The 
Wheeler School, 216 Hope St., Prov
idence, RI 02906. 

Edwin Z. "Bunty" 
Wattman, DDS., 88 

PAWTUCKET - Edwin Wattman, a 
retired dentist , died Oct. 14. Born in 
Providence, he was a son of the late 
Lewis anc;I Betty Wattman. 

A 1945 graduate of Brown Uni
versity and a 1948 graduate of the 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Dental Medicine, he enlisted as a 
seaman during World War II. As a 
dentist, he re-enlisted in the U.S. 

• 
Navy as a lieutenant 0g) 
during the Korean Con
flict. 

He is survived by his 
daughters, Linda and Joan; and his 
sister Beatrice Miller. He was the 
brother of the late Irving Wattman. 

Contributions may be made to 
The Full Plate, 100 Niantic Ave., 
Providence, RI 02907. 

Donald Zeman, 90 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Donald 
Zeman, of 3 Shalom Dr., Warwick, 
died Oct. 19 at Kent Hospital, War
wick. He was the husband of the late 
Gloria (Bernstein) Zeman to whom 
he was married for 62 years. Born 
in New Bedford, son of the late 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

~ Certified by the 
i'¥:\ R.l. Buard of Rabbis 

Pr,-Need Programs Avililablc 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Malcolm and Martha (Wishnetsky) 
Zeman, he was a lifelong resident 
of New Bedford and Dartmouth, 
moving to Warwick in 2004. He was 
a graduate of New Bedford High 
School, attended New York Uni
versity and held a Bachelor of Laws 
degree from Boston University. He 
was admitted to the Massachusetts 
Bar in 1949. 

Together with his mentor, the late 
Abram Bronspiegel, he founded the 
New Bedford law firm of Bronspie
gel & Zeman where he practiced civil, 
probate and criminal litigation with 
Mr. Bronspiegel and later, with his 
son Attorney Michael Zeman, until 
his retirement in 2004. He served 
on the New Bedford Bar Associa
tion Medical/Legal Committee and 
the Bar Council. Honored in 1999 
by the Massachusetts and Bristol 
County bar associations for 50 years 
of service to the legal community, he 
served on the master and arbitrator 
list of the Superior Court and he was 
the first town counsel for the town of 
Dartmouth. 

He was involved in numerous high 
profile trials including the murder 
trial of Ross Grace, an African
American charged with murder 
during a heated and difficult time of 
race relations in the city of New Bed
ford. He was one of the trial attor
neys in the landmark case of Brune 
v. Belinkoff, which established the 
standard of care required of a medi
cal specialist in malpractice claims. 

A World War II Army veteran 
serving in Panama, he was a past 

• 
commander of New 
Bedford Jewish War 
Veterans, Post 154. 

In 2004, he was honored by 
the post for serving 50 years as 
chairman of the Classmates Today 
- Neighbors Tomorrow program, 
which recognizes local high school 
students who represent the highest 
qualities of community service and 
achievement. He was a member 
and past president of Tifereth Israel 
Congregation and a member and 
past master of Wamsutta Masonic 
Lodge. 

He is survived by three sons, 
Attorney Michael J. Zeman and 
his wife Maura of Dartmouth, 
Mass. ; Malcolm E. Zeman of New 

OBITUARIES 
York City, N.Y.; and Attorney Marc 
H. Zeman and his wife Colette 
of Glenview, Ill. He also leaves 
three grandchildren, Marni Zeman 
Simmons, Jillian L. Zeman and Brian 
M. Zeman, and one great-grand 

daughter, Chloe P. Simmons. 
Contributions may be made to the 

New Bedford Jewish Convalescent 
Home, 200 Hawthorn Street, New 
Bedford, MA 02740. 

1<smembrance 
V ATHLEEN (FINEBERG) HENSHAW, died Nov. 9, 2010 at 
.l'\..age 87. I miss you always. It's not the same without you. 

With love, your son Steve 

Middle East News Briefs 
Egypt agrees to release llan 

Grapel in prisoner swap 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Egypt has 
agreed to release dual Amer
ican-Israeli citizen llan Grapel 
in exchange for 25 Egyptians 
being held in Israeli prisons. 

The Egyptians, including 
three minors, are not security 
prisoners, the Israeli Prime Min
ister's Office said in a statement 
on the deal released Monday 
evening. 

Grapel, arrested in Cairo in 
June, was accused of espio
nage. 

Turkey rejects earthquake aid 
offers, including Israel's 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Turkey has 
rejected all international aid, 
including an Israeli offer, in the 
wake of a strong earthquake 
that collapsed buildings and left 
hundreds dead. 

The quake, which measured 
7.3 on the Richter scale and 
was centered in southeastern 
Turkey, was felt in central Tel 
Aviv, Haaretz reported. At least 
239 people are confirmed dead, 
with many others reportedly 
trapped in collapsed buildings. 

Diplomatic relations between 
Israel and Turkey are now nearly 
nonexistent. Diplomatic rela
tions between Israel and Turkey 
have deteriorated since nine 
Turkish nationals, including a 

Turkish-American dual citizen, 
were killed in May 2010 during 
an Israeli raid on a Turkish
flagged aid flotilla attempting 
to break Israel's naval blockade 
on the Hamas-controlled Gaza 
Strip. 

N.Y.'s Mayor Bloomberg dedi
cates MDA Jerusalem station 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
dedicated the landmark Magen 
David Adorn station in Jerusa
lem in memory of his father. 

Bloomberg affixed a mez
zuzah to the doorpost of the 
William H. Bloomberg MDA 
Jerusalem Station on Sunday 
with the help of Sephardi Chief 
Rabbi Shlomo Moshe Amar. 
The mayor donated the lead gift 
for the station. 

"My family was attracted to 
Magen David Adorn because 
of its spirit of volunteerism and 
its unwavering commitment to 
treat all people equally regard
less of race or religion," Bloom
berg said at the dedication 
ceremony. 

More than 1.2 million people 
live in the region covered by the 
new MDA Jerusalem Station, 
in addition to the daily influx of 
government and other workers, 
tourists and students. Some 
1,000 MDA staff and volunteers 
serve Jerusalem and its sur
roundings. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL~ °=E 

CHAPEL :.~ 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331 -9379 
www .sugarmansinai.com 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 

WW"':'_Jvhri.org 
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Laura Mer~off's fence panels dedicated 
Day school celebrates 

artist's vision and 
commitment 

BY KAROLYN WHITE 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Oct. 16, members and friends 
of the Jewish Community Day 
School of Rhode Island OCDSRI) 
gathered to dedicate the metal 
fence panels that Laura Mernoff, 
alumni mother of Rachel and 
Gabe and wife of Dr. Stephen 
Mernoff, created. 

"In the book of Sh'mot -
Exodus, we read the description 
of the building of the Mishkan, the 
portable sanctuary that the Isra
elites carried through the desert," 
said Marcia Kaunfer, a founding 
member ofJCDSRI and a current 
teacher mentor. "It was the most 
sacred item that the Israelites had, 
and it served as a tangible focus for 
them, translating God's presence 
in the center of the Israelites into 
an actual structure - the Mishkan. 
We read in Sh'mot 35:31 that to 
create this structure God 'called 
by name' or 'singled out' Betzalel, 
and imbued him with the special 
qualities needed for this task. God 

endowed him with a divine spirit 
of skill, ability and knowledge in 
all kinds of workmanship, and 
inspired him to make designs for 
work in gold, silver and copper, to 
cut stones for setting and to carve 
wood to work in every kind of 
designer's craft and to give direc
tions." 

Laura Mernoff has been 
JCDSRI's Betzalel, said Kaunfer; 
she is the artistic force and designer 
of so many items that have made 
JCDSRI appropriate for the sacred 
work of bringing the message of 
Torah to life in creative and unique 
ways. Among her contributions are 
the "Del Sol" mural, our commu
nity garden and sukkah, the metal 
Tree of Life in the school lobby, 
the creation of the city of Shushan 
for the lobby during Purim and a 
dazzling Abbey Road backdrop 
for our annual "Beatie Torah" 
musical. 

"Who but Laura Mernoff could 
figure out how to translate the 
abstract concepts, which are the 
main principles of UCDSRI] 
into metal visual representations?" 
Kaunfer asked audience members 
to envision how they might visu
ally portray these school prin
ciples: "Kial Yisraer (inclusivity}: 
the community of and for all Jews, 
respecting diversity and differ-

Psychiatrist MD 

Very Personalized Psychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
Medication IV/um Necessary 

Email Me: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday.com 

182 Butl er Ave., Providence, HI 

401-455-0860 

PART OF THE FENCE at the Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island 
/ Karolyn White 

ence between the students and 
families; •Kehilah" (community}: 
a strong sense of community and 
care that can serve as a model 
for our students; "Neshamah" 
(the soul, the individual): with a 
focus on educating our students 
to be better human beings with 
a strong sense of Jewish identity 
and broad knowledge of the world; 
and "Da'at" (knowledge, wisdom}: 
excellence in teaching and learn
ing. 

10th Annual 

No easy challenge, especially 
when she was expected to create 
something that would withstand 
time and the elements of weather, 
and to engage the students in her 
work. Mernoff managed to accom
plish all that and more - complete 
with Hebrew lettering in the easi
est of all media - metal! 

Imbued with unending creative 
talents, Mernoff doesn't wait for a 
mandate, said Kaunfer. "Her cre
ative juices are free-flowing." 

View Memo.ifs metal panels video 
at http://www.youtube.com/userl 
lauramernoff?email=share_video_ 
user. 

1hefewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island is a partner agency of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Karolyn White is the librarian at 
JCDSRI Contact her at kwhite@ 
jcdsri.org. 

idstuff sol =-----

Sunday, November 6, from 9:00am-4:00pm 
Special Pre-Sale entry from 8:00-9:00am ($5 admission for pre-sale) . 
Proceeds benefit the JCC Early Childhood Center at the Alliance. 

Monday, November 7, from 3:00-6:00pm 
Remaining items will be priced at $5 per bag or half price. 
Proceeds from Monday's sale benefit our 2012 Maccabi team. 

JCC at the Alliance Social Hall 
401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

We are now accepting donations-you can drop off your gently used 
children's items at the JCC lobby. 

Ready to donate? Have questions? 
Contact Mindy Stone at mindystone@gmail.com or 
Marisa Garber at garbergamm@cox.net. 

Tax receipts will be available. 

401 Elm rove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 I 401 .861.8800 I www.shalomri.or 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Engagements 
;;r:--;;ar,r.-;:-:--,;: 

ADAM FULEP and DANIELLE MONAST 

IANE and STEPHEN SALLOWAY announce the engagement of Danielle Monast, to Adam 
ulep of Riverdale, N.]. Danielle is the daughter of Diane Salloway of Providence, and Ramon 
onast ofChepachet. Adam is the son of Steve and Karen Fulep of D ix Hills, N.Y. 
Danielle and Adam met as students at the University of Rhode Island. Danielle earned her 

MSW at Rutgers University and is the respite program coordinator for HomeCare Options of Paterson, N.J. 
Adam is the operations and finance manager for Fulep Fire Protection Co, LLC ofl slandia, N.Y. and co-owner 
of A&A Properties LLC in Riverdale, N.J. 

Their wedding is planned for 201 3. 

ANDREA LEE WEISMAN and BENJAMIN JAMES RUSSELL 

BERT AND VICKI WEISMAN of Delray Beach, Fla. and East Greenwich, announce the 
gagement of their daughter, Andrea Lee, to Benjamin James Russell, son of Wesley and Paullette 
ussell of Charlotte, Vt. 
The future bride received her bachelor's degree from Clark University and her MSW from Sim-

mo g . Andrea is employed as a family therapist at Community Counseling of Bristol County in 
Taunton, M ass. 

The future bridegroom received his degree from Champlain College and is employed at Packet Logix as a 
network engineer in Barrington. 

A September 2012 wedding is planned. 

0 

SIMCHAS 
Birth 

SOREN JON BRIER </JANI AND JACOB BRIER of North Providence welcome 
· their first child, Soren Jon Brier. Born on Oct. 1 at 10:53 

a.m., he weighed 7 pounds, 15 ounces and measured 19.5 
inches long. 

His maternal grandparents are Donna Weiss and Todd Sahner of Boca 
Raton, Fla., and his paternal grandparents are Jessica and Jeffrey Brier of 
Providence. 

Award 

JJNNY MILLER, MSW, CMC, president and founder of Senior 
are Concepts Inc., received the 2011 Social Worker of the Year 
Aging Award from the Rhode Island chapter of the National 

ssociation of Social Workers (NASW). 
ed annually to a professional social worker who • demonstrates 

exceptional qualities and goes beyond the call of duty in his or her job," 
the award was presented at a June 22 ceremony in Warwick. 

NASW is the largest membership organization of professional social 
workers in the world; NASW s Rhode Island chapter is one of56 chapters 
across A merica. 
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The Voice & Herald finds 'fans' 
at the Emunah Center in Israel 

PAGE 35 

VRAHAMI, 10, left; Bar-Yochai, 13; Daniel, 11; and Niss1m, 8, pose with 
PETER WEGNER opies of The Jewish Voice & H erald. 

Cruising the Mediterranean Shlomo Kessel, executive d1rector of the Emunah Center m Afula, sent this 
picture of JUSt some of the Emunah Center children, with The Jewish Voice & 

T Emunah Center, which provides valuable support, trairung and resources for 
ER ;"'EGNER of Providence stands on the veranda ofh1s stateroom on the at- risk children, receives funds from the Alliance's Annual Commuruty Carn ai . 

Oceana s cruise ship Naut1ca. Peter and his wife Judith took a Mediterranean p gn 
ru1se during August 2011, and this picture was taken shortly after sunnse on 

Aug. 18 as the ship docked at Monte Carlo. 
Other shore trips on the cruise included Zakynthos (a small island in the Ionian Sea off the 

west coast of Greece), where the Wegners were delighted to learn how the people of Zaky
nthos had saved their tiny Jewish community when the Nazis occupied the island during 
World War II . The tour guide related that on the instructions of Bishop Chrysostomos and 
Mayor Loukas Karrer of the city of Zante (where most of the island's 275 Jews had resided), 
the Jews were hidden in rural vi.llages located in forests where the Nazis could not find them; 
and every one of them survived. 

After the war, the entire Jewish community immigrated to either Israel or Athens. Before 
leaving, they expressed their gratitude to the island's population by donating the stained
glass windows in the Church of St. Dionysios, patron saint of Zakynthos; and in 1978, Yad 
Vashem (the Holocaust Memorial Center in Israel) honored the bishop and the mayor with 
the title of "Righteous among the Nations." 

k1n~h :\lluncL' pf Grt.',ltL'r Rlwdt.' lsLrnd 

For more information contact Stephanie at 401.421.4111 ext 108 
or scohen@shalomri.org. 

·f• n 

► Jewish Alliance 
B Y M EL LON 

OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

n 

EADERS: Did you find love che first rime around? Or have you been co 
the altar more than once? Regardless of how you came to find love and 
marriage, we wane to hear your stories: Did you meet at Camp Ramah ... 
studying in Jerusalem ... on a blind 

dace . . . or J -Dace? 
It's not too soon to tell your stories for our upcoming 

Wedding Issue ofJan. 20, 2012. Send your stories and 
photos to: Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 (if you wane items 
returned, you must include a self-addressed scamped 
envelope) or caJJ her at 421-4111, ext. 168. 

Majestically situated in a tranquil setting, 
this 1928 Neo-Georgian home affords every 
amenity. 14 gracious rooms, 7 bedrooms, 5.2 
baths. Renovated to high standards. Minutes 
from Brown, private schools, downtown 
Providence, Boston. S2,495,000 

Lila Delman i ~ a Real Estate 
stNce ,9.-,• 

RENT. BUY. LIVE. " L ILADEL M AN .COM 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Concord Companion Services is an award-winning, 

Rhode Island-based company that helps seniors enjoy 

the comfort of living at home by offering a helping hanci 

with day-to-day tasks. And, while most companion 

service companies only provide assistance with 

errands or household responsibilities, Concord 

Companion Services also provides home health aide 

do 1,-ers. •-) <..ik* ·'<:;. ·•••: : ,::;~:: :dm::::::::;g:;;::~ce like bathin& . 
... _ ... ·~, ~ <~: .... ··, 

- ~//~ 

private duty companion care • light housekeeping • laundry • shopping 

errands & appointments • home health aide services • overnight care 

meal planning • medication management • dementia care 

companion~ jervicej 

401-725-8400 I www.ConcordHomeCare.com 

Bonded and Insured I CHAP Accredited I Available 24/7 

wwwjvhri.org 


