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What would $4 million 
do for our Jewish needy? 

Our] ewish values 
warrant our 

participation 

B Y J EFFREY K . SAVIT 

jsavit@shalomri.org 

Editor's Note: 1his is a revised 
version of a speech that Jeffrey K 
Savit, chief executive officer and 
president of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, gave at an 
opening lunch for women on Tues
day, Sept. 20 at Ledgemont Country 
Club. For more about that event, 
see the accompanying sidebar to this 
story, "Women leaders hear Savi! 
speak. • 

need. We operate pursuant to our 
core values of compassion and 
respect. W e work in tikkun olam, 
repairing the world, as we care for 
ou r most vulnerable citizens, offer 
inspiring programs and services 
in Jewish life and learning for 
Jews of all ages, and address the 
demands for human services 
here in Rhode Island, in Israel 
and around the world. W e work 
together as a skilled and dedicated 
team of 

lay and. profe ssion al 
p a r t n e r s , l'OIIR CAMPAMill DOWIS 
and provide lUIE ADIFfllilKE! 
financial 
support for 
more than 

SALLY ROTENBERG chats with JEFFRE Y SAVIT. 

SEEKONK,Mass.-TheAlliance 
believes in the power and promise 
of a better world for people in 

300 programs and services locally 
and globally. Before I talk about 

Palestinians 
have the 

next move 
Netanyahu expresses 

continued commitment 

to negotiations 
BY RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) 
After the mutual accusations of 
ethnic cleansing and the sarcas
tic posturing, the ball is back in 
the Palestinians' court. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 
The upshot of last week's 

"Lollapalooza" of speechmak
ing at the United Nations is that 
the Obama administration has 
succeeded in persuading the 
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DENNIS ROSS 

international community to back 
the resumption of talks without 
preconditions - a key demand of 
the government of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

A statement released last 
Friday, Sept. 23 by the Qyar
tet - the grouping of the United 
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FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

Since 1900, a Salk's store has 
served Rhode Islanders 

From chicken feed 
and underwear 
to snow blowers 

and Webster grills, 
merchandise evolves 

Bv NA NCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

NORTH KINGSTOWN - In 
July 1932, a Warwick store adver
tised for sale several items, includ
ing boys' all-wool bathing suits (39 
cents), men's BYD-style union suits 
(49 cents) and pure silk hose (65 
cents a pair). That store, founded in 
1900, was Salk's Department Store; 
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Bring out the best in your property 
Schwartz Tree Care offers natural tree 
and shrub management to portray a 
more natural look in your landscape. 
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Women must care for 
themselves to live 

full lives 
BY ANCY Krnsc,, 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

WARWICK Appreciative 
laughter and enthusiastic applause 
greeted Jane Brody's quip urging 
women to get off the diet cycle 
and "abandon the rhythm method 
of girth control." Brody, The New 
York Times "Personal Health ' 
columnist and author of several 
cookbooks, was keynote speaker 
at The Miriam Hospital's 10th 
annual Women's Wellness Work
shop. Held on Satusday, Sept. 24 
at Warwick's Crowne Plaza H otel, 
the program included a number of 
vendors and workshops addressing 
women's health issues. 

Before introducing Brody, Arthur 

Sampson, president of The Miriam 
H ospital, spoke briefly about recent 
improvements at the hospital, many 
of which relate to its commitment 
to women's health. 

The trim and energetic Brody 
expressed pride in openly disclosing 
her age. Now 70, she has worked at 
the Times for half her life_ 

After rattling off several ques
tions to the audience - "Would a 
dent in your new car elicit as much 
negative emotion as learning that 
you r husband was having an affais 
with your best friend ?" "Do you 
think joggers are masochists?" -
she urged anyone answering "yes" 
to even one question to read her 
columns. 

Although we spend an extraordi
nary amount on health care, women 
in the United States rank 19th for 
life expectancy. 

While "our golden years are often 
marred by bad health," most disease 

The Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health at Women & Infants Hospital offe~ 
a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary focus on problems with the gastrointestinal 
system of women, in a setting staffed by all female practitionm. We focus on 
treatment of gastroesophageal reflux, irritable bowel syndrome, inflammatory 
bowel disease, diarrhea, stomach and intestinal problems, swallowing problems, 
fecal incontinence, gastrointestinal and liver disorde~ in pregnancy, and colorectal 
cancer screening. As an all-female practice offering the area's only endoscopy 
suite dedicated to women, we see patients in Providence, Woonsocket and East 
Greenwich. 

Mariam Fayek, MD, a gastroenterologist at the Center, attended Howard 
Univmity College of Medicine where she was a member of the Alpha Omega Alpha 
Medical Honor Society. She then went on to pu~ue an internal medicine residency 
at New York Presbyterian Hospital Cornell Weill Medical Center in New York Gty. 

After completing her residency, Dr. Fayek was appointed as an assistant professor 
of medicine at Drexel Unive~ity College of Medicine in Philadelphia where she 
taught medical residents and students. She worked for three yea~ as an internist 

at the Center for Women's Health, a designated Department of Health and Human Services center of excellence. Subsequently, Dr. 
Fayek returned to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center to pu~ue a fellowship in gastroenterology and nutrition. Her GI interests 
include clinical nutrition, IBD and colorectal cancer screening. She joined the Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health at Women 
& Infants in 2009. 

Center for Women's Gastrointestinal Health (401) 453-7953 
100 Dudley Street (located across from Women & Infants Hospital) womenandmfants.org/GI 
Providence, RI 02905 

JANE BRODY 

is preventable or postponable, said 
Brody. Citing the ancient Greeks' 
philosophy, which was "to die 
young, but as late in life as possible," 

she told the audience of some 220 
women that the secret is not what 
the doctor does, but how you live 

LIFESTYLE, Page 11 

/ From "The Miriam Hospital, A gift to the city" 

AS PART OF AN EFFORT to preserve The Miriam Hospital's Jewish 
legacy, this mosaic was placed in the lobby in 1966. Created by 
Walter Feldman, an art professor at Brown University, it is titled 
"Blessed is the Lord." 
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A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

Israel should support 
Palestine statehood 

Threats of dire 
consequences 

BY NINA TANNENWALD 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

OFRIDAY, SEPT. 
23, the Palestinians 
formally applied for 
membership in the 

United Nations as a state. The 
sky did not fall. Because a U.N. 
vote is weeks away, if not more, 
a window for creative diplomacy 
has emerged. Instead of opposing 
a U.N. resolution on Palestinian 

"The lsrae1i 
government 

remains mired 
in policies that 

increase its 
isolation." 

statehood, Israel and its U.S. 
patron should support it. Israel 
has strongly opposed the effort 
of Palestinian Authority leader 
Mahmoud Abbas to take the 
statehood issue to the U.N., seeing 
it as an attempt to circumvent 
direct peace negotiations. Israeli 
officials have reportedly held more 
than 70 meetings with diplomats 
from around the world in an effort 
to persuade them to vote against 
the membership request should 
it come before the U.N . General 
Assembly. 

Despite U.S. pressure, Abbas 
has refused to back off his plans. 
The United States eventually could 
be put in the embarrassing position 
of having to veto the statehood 
request in the Security Council in 
order to shield Israel, despite long-

standing U.S. support for a Pales
tinian state. If the issue goes to the 
General Assembly for a vote, it will 
likely succeed. At least 140 out of 
193 countries are likely to support 
the Palestinian bid. Israel is threat
ening dire consequences, such as 
tossing out bilateral agreements 
with the Palestinians, while some 
members of the U.S . Congress are 
threatening to cut off aid to the 
Palestinian Authority, a short
sighted move that would under
mine Palestinian moderates. 

Instead of opposing the state
hood resolution, Israel and its 
U.S. backer should support it. 
The Israeli government should 
submit its preferred version of the 
statehood resolution, leaving out 
any provisions it might strongly 
oppose while including provi
sions it favors, but also with an eye 
to gaining international assent. 
Negotiations might be necessary to 
resolve differences in the proposal 
(say, regarding phrasing about the 
1967 borders), but these would 
be precisely the beginning of the 
negotiations that both sides seek. 
That is, Israel could use its support 
of the U.N. statehood proposal to 
re-launch negotiations. 

There would be many benefits 
to this approach for Israel and few 
downsides. It would do much to 
reassure a skeptical international 
community that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
really supports a Palestinian state. 
It would allow him to exhibit 
bold statesmanship. Most impor
tantly, it would help reduce the 
growing diplomatic isolation and 
pariah status oflsrael. It would be 
a remarkable moment of collec
tive solidarity if the whole world, 
including Israel and the United 
States, could vote for a Palestinian 
state. Indeed, it could be a game-
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Israel's allies must 
stand by her 

Civilized nations 
should reject 

Palestinian bid 
for statehood 
BY R USSELL R ASK IN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

I SRAEL'S EXISTENCE 
has been challenged militar
ily, most pointedly in 1948, 
1967 and 1973. H owever, 

in my lifetime, I have never seen 
her so diplomatically isolated, 
and America in such a weakened 
position to help her. The subtle 
and insidious campaign to dele
gitimize her is a constant threat. 
The Jewish nation is constantly 
involved in trying to make the 
world a better place, making the 
desert bloom, supporting charities 
and being productive and helpful. 
And this is what Israeli Jews get 
in return? 

Israel is in a war for her exis
tence, a war that cannot be won 
solely by her military. The upcom
ing vote in the United Nations' 
Security Council (for Palestin
ian statehood) is just the tip of 
the iceberg. "Law fare," the term 
coined for attempting to criminal
ize nations' behaviors in interna
tional courts, has been hijacked 
and made into a tool to try to 
turn Israel into an international 
criminal. The Jewish penchant for 
assuming one's opponent is ratio
nal, and being willing to engage in 
negotiations, is failing. It has run 
into the age-old, irrational hatred 
of Jews, which defies common 
sense solutions. 

We need to fight back. We 
cannot win if we allow Israel's 
enemies to justify their hatred 
with preposterous assertions, and 
we do not respond. We cannot 
win if the legitimacy of Israel's 

existence actually becomes an 
acceptable debate topic. There are 
red lines the world needs to under
stand that cannot be crossed with
out consequences. Cool, detached, 
cerebral consideration by our lead
ership is not enough - not when 
our very existence is threatened on 
a daily basis . 

These threats to Israel need to 
be forcefully responded to. W e 
need to let that the members of 
the United Nations understand 
that voting to allow a Palestinian 
state at the present time is unac
ceptable and will provoke a furi-

"ln my 1ifetime, 
1 have never 

seen [lsrael] so 
diplomatically 

isolated." 

ous response. 
Some of the following might 

help: 
• Israel must lodge complaints 

with the U.N. for each and every 
one of the terrorist attacks that 
occur on a daily basis. The U.N. 
should be overflowing with these 
complaints, and there should be a 
constant stream of demands that 
the perpetrators be forcefully pun
ished. 

Some of these approaches 
should be used: 

• Israel should establish a legal 
task force to engage its enemies 
in every legal forum where they 
attempt to criminalize Israel's 
defense of her borders. They 
should not be merely defensive, 
or counterclaims. Original com
plaints should be filed on a daily 

ISRAEL, Page 6 
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ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

Breaking through 
'The Curse of 
Knowledge' 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

W:EN AN editorial board 
ember recently suggested I 
e this space to explain what's 

involved in putting out our biweekly paper, I 
thought, "That's a great idea. But how could 
I explain what is second nature to me?" 

Chip and Dan Heath call that dilemma 
"The Curse of Knowledge" in "Made to 
Stick, Why Some Ideas Survive and Others 
Die," (Random H ouse, 2008. "Once we 
know something, we find it hard to imagine 
what it was like not to know it," they write. 

This 44-page has some 56 stories (edito
rial content of full-length stories, columns, 
letters, short news releases, calendar entries, 
obituaries, etc.), 52 photographs and 64 
advertisements. Those stories constitute 
some 32,000 words - my computer's word 
count function is quite helpful! 

With every story I write or that is sent to 
me, I read it (more than once), edit it (often 
more than once) and put it in the proper 
format for layout in the paper, edit the pro
posed headline or write a new headline and 
subhead, fact-check the information when
ever possible (unlike The New York Times, 
we don't have obituary or wedding fact
checkers). Once edited, the story or column 
is returned for the author's final approval, 
which sometimes involves a series of nego
tiations, generally peaceful. Once or twice, 
I've had accusations hurled at me, "You're 
censoring my right to free speech." 

My reply, "I'm only censoring your right 
to free speech in The Jewish Voice &Herald; 
say what you want anywhere else." Editors 
must decide what's news- and publication
worthy and live by their decisions. 

Once Leah Camara, our graphic designer, 
works her wonders and makes all the adver
tisements, stories and pictures fit and prints 
out the proofs of the paper, I proofread each 
and every page, sometimes more than once. 

What Leah does is a column in itself -
one I couldn't adequately describe, despite 
having seen her do it again and again! 
Although she says she "hates puzzles," she 
is clearly a master at making the pages come 
together in a coordinated, cohesive fashion. 

Tricia Steady, as our advertising represen
tative, works with new and current advertis
ers to promote their goods and services in 
The Jewish Voice &Herald. She, too, man
ages a feat that is time-consuming, challeng
ing and fraught with potential peril. When 
a recent advertiser submitted an approved ad 
that had Passover greetings in it - for our 
Rosh H ashanah issue - and the ad came in 
late, that's a challenge. 

This tiny slice depicts only a fraction 
of what goes on for us - it doesn't explain 
the dozens of phone calls and hundreds of 
emails I receive each week, what's involved 
in covering a story or interviewing someone 
for a story, the contributions of the Alli
ance, the role of the editorial board and the 
incredible value-added our columnists, writ
ers, volunteers and interns provide. 

Now that I've written and edited all those 
stories, I'm going home to take a nap . .. I'm 
exhausted! 

Shana Tovah to all our readers. 

IT SEEMS To ME 

A visit to the Rehhe 's grave 
Learning from the 

Chabad community 

I AM STANDING in an elegant, 
open-to-the-sky, stone shrine -
members of Chabad call it the Ohel -
facing the large tombstones of Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the sev
enth and most probably last Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, and his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosef 
--'!111!!111!!!9"'"1! Yitzhok Schneersohn, the 

sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe. 
It is a hot and sticky 
Sunday morning in late 
August here at the Mon
tifiore Cemetery in the 
Cambria Heights section 
of Queens. 

I have found a place 
Rabbi Jun on one side of the square 
Rosenberg structure, squeezed among 

a crowd of men and boys, 
whose rather formal attire 

and peyyes, side locks, suggest that the 
majority are Lubavitcher Hasidim. Most 
are chanting in Hebrew from the Book of 
Psalms - some slowly, some rapid fire -
creating a kind of musical cacophony not 
unpleasant to the ear. On the opposite side 
of the Ohel, behind the elaborately carved 
tombstones, stand a number of modestly 
dressed women and girls . 

While a partial roof covers a section of 
the Ohel, most of us visiting the graves and 
the monuments marking them are exposed 
to the weather; this central space is filled 
with a deep pile of hand-written notes -
many torn into pieces - requesting that 
the Rebbe intercede with God Himself 
on behalf of sick and troubled loved ones. 
Suspending my disbelief, at least for the 
moment, I hear the faint echo of that story 
in Genesis, which tells of Jacob's dream 
of a ladder connecting heaven and Earth: 
"Mah norah ha'makom ha'zeh! How awe
some is this place!" 

And yet ... And yet .. .I confess to a certain 

uneasiness, a certain ambivalence at what I 
am witnessing. On the one hand, I have 
spent the last five years with my friend and 
study partner, Rabbi Moshe Laufer, trying 
to understand the nature of his relation
ship with his Rebbe, a relationship that is 
quite literally stronger than death. 

Indeed, it is because of a column I wrote 
in The Jewish Voice & Herald last April 
29 under the title, "The Rebbe's enduring 
love," that Moshe has invited me to the 
Ohel. Moreover, Moshe has asked me, once 
we have completed our visit to the Rebbe's 
grave, to lead a shi'ur, a study session, in 
which I will be discussing myApril column 
with a dozen or so men and women whom 
Moshe brought down from Rhode Island 
to experience a Chabad Shabbat in Brook
lyn's Crown Heights followed by today's 
pilgrimage to the Ohel. I want to show 
these students of Chabad that I, a Reform 
rabbi, hold the Rebbe in the very highest 
esteem. 

"From the perspective of 
Cha bad, the 'MoshiacH 

is most definitely 
not God." 

On the other hand, I am having diffi
culty discerning the line separating ven
eration of the Rebbe from worship of the 
Rebbe. While I am impressed by the 
love and devotion that Chabad Hasidim 
express towards their Rebbe, I am troubled 
by some of the rituals of veneration that I 
observe at the Ohel: Thus, most of the visi
tors to the Rebbe's grave wash their hands 
as an act of ritual purification both before 
and after entering the Ohel itself. Many, 
though not all, remove their shoes before 
approaching the shrine - an act which 
brings to mind the passage in Exodus, 
chapter 3, in which God commands Moses 

to take off his shoes because he is standing 
upon holy ground. 

Again, to my way of thinking, the prac
tice of leaving notes upon the Rebbe's 
grave asking him to intercede with God on 
behalf ofloved ones, an act of piety which 
mirrors the placing notes seeking Divine 
intervention in the Kate/ (Western Wall) 
in Jerusalem, blurs the distinction between 
the Rebbe as a great man and the Rebbe 
as a more-than-mortal being uniquely 
endowed with God-like powers. Finally, 
calling the shrine housing the Rebbe's 
grave the Ohel, the Hebrew word for tent, 
seems to signify an equivalence between 
the Rebbe's Ohel and the Ohel Mo'ed, the 
Tent of Meeting, the shrine in which 
God and Moses would have their sacred 
encounters, mentioned frequently in our 
Torah. 

Despite these concerns, I know from our 
five years of studying together that Moshe 
has not crossed the line from veneration 
of the Rebbe to worship of the Rebbe. 
Though he does consider the Rebbe to be 
the "Moshiach" (Messiah), as I have pointed 
out in other columns, when a Chabad 
Hasid uses the term "Moshiach," the word 
has an altogether different resonance than 
it does for those of us in the Jewish com
munity who find ourselves in an environ
ment heavily influenced by a Christian 
understanding of Messiah. From the per
spective of Chabad, the "Moshiach" is most 
definitely not God. 

In some ways, my visit to the Rebbe's 
grave has left me with more questions than 
answers. Nevertheless, despite my linger
ing doubts, I have come away from this 
experience with a deeper appreciation of 
my study partner's profound and abiding 
relationship with his Rebbe; I now see how 
this unique relationship brings him closer 
to the God so many of us seek to worship. 

fames B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple H abonim in Barrington Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

-----------Letters-----------
Blessed by the wisdom 

of Carol lngall and 
Minna Ellison 

What a guy that George Washington was 

I N RABBI JIM Rosenberg's column 
"Eleven extraordinary women 
shaped Jewish education" (in the 
Sept. 16 issue), he mentions that Dr. 

Carol lngall was the editor of the book 
to which he referred. I very much doubt 
that Carol mentioned herself in this book. 

I was president of the Bureau ofJewish 
Education (BJE) when Carol took the 
reins as its executive director. Carol cer
tainly shaped Jewish education in Rhode 
Island. She should also be mentioned as 
an extraordinary woman in Jewish educa
tion. 

A few years after Carol left to go to 
New York, we had another outstand
ing woman, Minna Ellison, take over as 
executive director of the BJE. We have, 
indeed, been fortunate to have these two 
very brilliant women lead our Jewish edu
cation here in Rhode Island. 

Edwin S. Mehlman 
W arrren 

I READ DAVID London's article, 
"Washington's historic letter. . ." in the 
Sept. 2 issue oflhe Jewish Voice & 
H erald . While reading it, it occurred 

to me that President George Washington 
was complimenting Mr. Moses Seixas; 
Seixas' letter to Washington was so good 
that Washington included it in his response 
to Seixas. 

It seems to me, that not only was Wash
ington responding that he agreed with 
Seixas' letter, he made a positive political 
statement of his agreement when he wrote, 
" ... to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no 
assistance ... " for all to see. 

I was so inspired that I went to Wikipedia 
to read both letters (http://en.wikisource. 
org/wiki/Letter_to_Touro_Synagogue). 
I had to re-read a few times these words 
from Washington, " .. . If we have wisdom 
to make the best use of the advantages with 
which we are now favored, we cannot fail, 
under the just administration of a good 
Government, to become a great and happy 
people .. ." and " ... May the father of all mer
cies scatter light and not darkness in our 
paths, and make us all in our several voca-

wwwjvhri.org 

tions useful here, and in his own due time 
and way everlastingly happy .. ." 

What a guy that Washington was! 

David Altman 
Providence 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice 

& Herald 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald is to 
communicate Jewish news, 

ideas and ideals by connecting and 
giving voice to the diverse views of the 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 
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Writing a colunm can he a dangerous venture 
A strong and intact 

sense of humor ? 

THE WAYS of the U.S . Postal 
Service are sometimes beyond 
human comprehension; but if 
things work out as they should 

you'll receive this on Friday, Sept. 30, just 
in time for an apres Rosh Hashanah lunch 
sit-down in your favorite easy chair. 

So, what is this essay about? Will it rail 
against the inefficiencies 
of a privatized govern
ment bureau? Is it about 
Rosh Hashanah? Or per
haps about lunch? Or easy 
chairs? Answer: None of 
the above. Instead it's time 
for a redaction of Essay 
Writing 101 (a course I 
never took in college). 

Josh 
Stein 

In the las t issue, I took 
a swipe at a letter-writer who asked why 
Jews continue to vote for very liberal politi
cians when one would think that our values 
would be more in line with those of con
servative candidates. I found this patron
izing, because it implied that Jews should 
act more like the author, or more like the 
majority of Americans, the subtext being 

(here's the disingenuous part) why haven't 
we become Christians? Surely this would 
be to our advantage and - like being con
servative - it would, after all, only require 
us to give up the past few centuries of our 
development in order to join the wider 
community. 

So I wrote a strong rejoinder. To temper 
it a bit, I added what I thought was a dollop 
of humor by teasing my editor (whom I 
nevertheless described as "terrific") for 
publishing a letter that (so it seemed to 
me) verged on anti-Semitic. In the essay
writing business, this technique is called 
"misdirection" - sometimes it's described 
in dance terms as a "lateral arabesque" -
i.e., starting with something that you don't 
intend to pursue but that sets up your real 
target and concludes with the initial misdi
rection - either for emphasis or as humor. 
This technique has been around since at 
least the time of Homer's "Iliad." 

So what was the reaction to my 
piece? Did I hit too hard? Or below the 
belt? Or score a knockout? The answer is, 
none of the above. 

"You shouldn't have attacked Nancy 
[Kirsch)" is all I heard. 

But, (I responded) I didn't attack Nancy 
- I merely used her publication of the letter 
as a springboard to dive into my real sub-

ject, which was the letter itself. 
"You shouldn't have attacked Nancy," 

came the rejoinder once again. 
Well, I give up. Nancy knows I didn't 

attack her. In fact, the original column 
concluded with a deliberate non-sequitur 

"May 5772 bring us 
a11 blessings [of] love 

and joy." 

that I thought pretty clever, but she didn't, 
so out it went. Her only objection to my 
piece was that I had referred to her as the 
paper's "editrix." She said this sounded too 
much like a "dominatrix"; but I explained I 
had been thinking of Amelia Earhart (who 
is always referred to as an aviatrix). Even 
so, we changed it to "editor." Not once did 
Nancy suggest that I was being unfa ir to 
her or subjecting her to more than fri endly 
teasing. So, that 's my story and I'm stick
ing to it. 

One person wrote to chide me for being 
unaware that most American Jews vote for 
very liberal candidates, and said I should 
have known from the Sept. 23 edition of 
The New York Times that Jews have long 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

comprised a solid voting block for the 
Democratic Party. But my column was 
published in the Sept. 16 issue ofThe Voice 
& Herald (and submitted a week before 
that). Ifl could know what the Times was 
going to print two weeks in advance, I'd be 
a far richer man than I am. 

As this is designed to reach you in the 
edition of paper that precedes Yorn Kippur, 
please let me take the opportunity to thank 
those who have made this column a regu
lar part of your reading program; and to 
ask anyone whom I may have offended 
with anything I've written to forgive me; 
my objective may sometimes have been to 
provoke, but never to offend. Shanah tovah 
to everyone, and may 5772 bring us all the 
blessing of lives filled with love and joy, 
peace and prosperity, good health and the 
wonder of discovery. 

And may the U.S. Postal Service get this 
to you in time for your postprandial period 
of overstuffed relaxation in an overstuffed 
armchair. 

Amen. 

j osh Stein is a p rofessor of history at R oger 
Williams University. Contact him at jstein@ 
rw u.edu. 

Religion and state of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
Can the IDF truly 

represent a cross-section of 
Israels population? 

A WE START the Jewish 
New Year with religious tra
dition on our minds (and/or 
n our souls), here's an unusual 
eligious issue from Israel to 

consider. 
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) - Israel's 

army- has always sought to 
be a "people's army," a cross
section oflsraeli society. To 
a certain extent this is still 
true, although the level of 
draft deferments (for medi
cal reasons and, to a lesser 
extent, conscientious objec
tions) has been steadily 

Sam rising. The real problem 
Lehman- with this picture is that it 
Wilzig was never really true in the 

___ ...., ___ first place -- and in a starkly 

different way, it is not true now either. 
The important question is not so much 

who serves in the IDF, but rather "Who are 
the combat fighters and who are the offi
cers?" 

For the first few decades after 1948 the 
answer was clear: the preponderance of 
officers, as well as elite air force pilots, were 
members of the kibbutzim, or collective set
tlements, and moshavim, communal settle
ments. There were three main reasons for 
this: political connections, Zionist motiva
tion, and (in the case of the pilots) techno
mechanical experience and skills. 

During the last two decades, however, the 
picture has changed radically - kibbutzim 
are no longer in the forefront oflsraeli soci-

ety: not in demography, economics, politics, 
or even industry (despite a few impressive 
success stories). 

Who, then, has begun to "take over" the 
army leadership role? The religious-Zionist 
camp! (Note: these are not the anti-Zionist, 
ultra-Orthodox haredim.) While religious 
Zionists have always served in the army, it 
is only with their recent greater integration 
into general Israeli society - media, litera
ture, academia, etc. - that they have begun 
to view the army as well as a possible long-
term career option. 

To this one must add that they espouse 
stronger nationalist-Zionist feelings than 
many "post-Zionist" secular Jews. But what
ever the sources of their transformation, the 
facts are clear. As Ha'aretz recently quoted 
a senior officer: "In the current [officers'] 
course, the proportion of religious cadets is 
42 percent." This is a remarkable number, 
given that the religious-Zionist camp com
prises only 10 percent oflsrael's population, 
at most! 

So where's the problem? First, it is never a 
good thing when such a disproportion cap
tures key positions in what is supposed to be 
the key institution for national integration -
neither in the 1950s nor today. Second, and 
even more potentially problematic, is what 
might happen if the army is required to 
remove tens (if not hundreds) of thousands 
of settlers in the administered territories, 
from places that these settlers view as Judea 
and Samaria, the historic heart oflsrael. As 
is well known, a very large proportion of 
the settlers are religious Zionists; can their 
brethren in the army be counted on to obey 
such orders? True, a cardinal halakhic tenet is 
dina d 'malkhuta dina - the law of the regime 
(i.e., the government) is the law and must 
be obeyed; but the army is well aware of the 
dilemma facing these religious soldiers and 

officers should the government decide on 
such a policy in the name of peace with the 
Palesti nians. 

That such worries are not baseless can 

"What might happen 
if the army is required 
to remove thousands 

of settlers?" 

seen from a third problem that has arisen 
recently: religious soldiers who find them
selves facing a contradiction between 
"normal" army procedure and religious law. 
One example: Nine religious officer cadets 
walked out on an evening educational semi
nar that had a cultural event starring two 
male and two female singers. The reason? 
The halakhah forbids listening to women's 
singing voices (kol ishah). 

Lately, there have also been demands 
by the more religious soldiers to have no 
women at all serving in their units (the army 
is very equal opportunity-minded, with 

women serving as combat trainers, intel
ligence officers, combat pilots and in other 
highly responsible positions). Another very 
problematic sign of the times: In a recent 
high-level meeting between several generals 
and important haredi rabbis about drafting 
ultra-Orthodox young men into the army, 
the chief of staff chose not to include the 
most relevant of all the generals regard
ing this issue: the army's head of Human 
Resources. The reason? You guessed it: That 
officer happens to be a woman, whose very 
presence might offend the rabbis! 

The Israel army is walking a tightrope 
between the need for highly motivated, 
extremely capable officers who "just happen 
to be religious" and the need to maintain 
the democratic values that underpin Israel's 
democracy and its army. This is a very deli
cate balancing act. Let us hope that none of 
the actors snaps the rope, or refuses to come 
on board at the outset. 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
Ilan University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his Web site: www.proJslw.com. 

Our editorial policy 
W: WANT OUR opinion pages to 

epresent our readers' vibrant diver
ty of ideas and opinions. Thus, 

our editorial policy is as follows: The Voice & 
Herald may publish thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns (op-eds) and letters 
to the editor on issues ofinterest to our Jewish 
community. At our discretion, we may edit 
pieces for publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest columnists, 
represent the views of the authors; they do 

not represent the views of The Jewish Voice 
& Herald or the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250words, at most) and op-eds 
(700 words or shorter) to Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org (Subject Line: OPIN
IONS) or Nancy Kirsch, The Voice &Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Please include your name, city of residence 
and (not for publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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EMBARRASSMENT 
for the U.S. could ensue 

From Page 3 

changing moment. 
What are the downsides? Skep

tics might argue that this approach 
would legitimize the Palestinian 
effort to go to the U.N. But th.is is 
a minor concern compared to the 
significant advantages for Israel of 
jumping on the bandwagon with 
enthusiasm. As they say, when 
life give you lemons, make lemon
ade. This is a moment for creative 
diplomacy to turn a negative situ
ation into an advantage. Israeli 
support for a U.N. vote on Pales
tinian statehood on terms accept
able to Israel would boost the 
legitimacy of Israel's position. It 
would legitimize Israel inside the 
green line in return for a Palestin
ian state beyond it. This would do 
far more to improve Israel 's stand
ing in the world than any public 
relations campaign. 

The United States would benefit 
as well. This approach would avoid 
a train wreck at the U.N., where 
U.S. opposition to the proposal 
will divide the United States from 
many of its democratic allies and 
further erode U.S. credibility and 
influence in the Muslim world 
at a sensitive time. The Obama 
administration should abandon its 
effort to block a U.N. statehood 
resolution and should instead per
suade Irael to support it. It would 
be even better, however, if the ini
tiative came from Israel itsel£ 

Sadly, Israeli diplomacy under 
Netanyahu has been characterized 
by a lack ofimagination. At a time 
when Israel's talented diplomats 
should be churning out creative 
approaches to diplomacy, instead 
the Israeli government remains 
mired in policies that increase its 
isolation. Israel's desperate effort 
to defeat the U.N. vote only con
tributes to its reputation as intran
sigent and combative, and strains 
its relations with the United 
States. Israel has everything to 
gain, and little to lose, through a 
bold move to support the vote on 
Palestine at the U.N. It is not too 
late yet for spring to come to the 
Israeli government. 

Nina Tannenwald teaches 
international relations at Brown 
University. Contact her at nina_ 
tannenwald@brown.edu. 

ISRAEL deserves the 
world's support 

From Page 3 

basis (after all, these attacks 
occur on a daily basis) to establish 
that every terrorist act is criminal 
and the entire world community 
should brand it as such. 

• Our elected leaders should be 
told in no uncertain terms that 
their failure to forcefully support 
Israel is unacceptable to us. The 
threat to Israel is a threat to Jews 
worldwide. Our proven loyalty to 
and support of our country, and 
to every country where Jews live, 
should be constantly advertised. 
Our leaders should understand 
our support will be given to those 
who support us, and should never 
be taken for granted no matter 
what political party or organiza
tion we belong to. 

• Israel should demand com
pensation from the Arab coun
tries, which seized billions of 
dollars of assets from the Jews 
when they kicked them out in 
1948. This should be a center
piece of Israel's international 
position regarding the Palestin
ians. The Palestinians should not 
be allowed to cast themselves as 
victims, when their refugee status 
was created by the Arabs' mur
derous war in 1948 to annihilate 
the Jews. 

• The war against Israel in 1973 
was called the Yorn Kippur war. 
It was a grave and frightening 
threat to Israel that, thankfully, 
was turned back. Think about 
that: The Arabs attacked us on 
the holiest day of the Jewish year. 
No greater disrespect to Jews and 
the Jewish religion could be con
templated than to try to destroy 
us on the holiest day of our year. 
We need to wake up, and let 
the world know there are conse
quences to their lack of respect. 
Other communities and groups 
do just that. Perhaps we need to 
learn from them. 

Think of what would happen if 
the Jews did that the Arabs. 

It's time to wake up and fight 
back. 

Russell Raskin, an attorney, 
lives in Providence. Contact him at 
Russell@raskinberman.com. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Look for an op-ed about Israel in the 
Oct. 14 issue by Alice Shalvi , a leading Israeli scholar and 
feminist. Awarded the Israel Prize in 2007 for her lifetime 
achievement and special contribution to society and the 
State of Israel, Shalvi received an honorary degree from 
Brown University in 2000. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald Ave., Providence, RI 
welcomes letters from 02906. Please include a 
our readers. Send letters daytime phone number. 
(no more than 250 words,~etters must be 
please) to nkirschO igned and may be 
shalomrl.org or The Voice I edited for content 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove and length. 

Letters 
Skewering the editor goes too far 

HAVING WORKED 
with editors for the past 
50 years, and having 

been one myself for a good part 
of that time, I agree with Josh 
Stein that their ways are some
times unfathomable. But having 
been a columnist as well over all 
these years, I can say the same 
about us - and his recent annoy
ance with editor Kirsch certainly 
proves it. 

His response to the "self-pro
claimed practicing Catholic" who 
asked why most American Jews 
vote for liberal, rather than con
servative, candidates was elo
quent, identifying the question 
as the generalization that it was 
and pointing out that if any group 
should value liberal thought, it is 
we whose people have often found 
themselves, as he puts it, at "the 
noose end of the rope." 

Perhaps "Practicing Catholic's" 
question was patronizing, as Stein 
suggests. On the other hand, it 
showed us that such generaliza
tions, i.e., stereotypes, are alive 
and well, and opened an avenue for 
responses such as his. 

I often see dopey letters in the 
papers, but skewering the editor 
for giving voice to a wide range 
of them, barring outright racism, 
libel or unacceptable language, 
seems taking things a bit far. 

Plus, Kirsch must be putting 
out an interesting paper indeed if 
she's building an audience among 
Catholics. 

Maybe the Alliance should start 
calling them on Super Sunday and 
noting that you don't have to be 
Jewish to indulge in a little tikkun 
olam. 

Gerry Goldstein 
Greenville 

What's with Josh Stein's dissatisfaction? 

IAM SURPRISED that Josh 
Stein would say that he does 
not know if most American 

Jews vote for very liberal candi
dates in his Sept. 16 response to 
a letter from a Catholic asking the 
legitimate question of why they 
do. 

As a history professor, he 
should know that, as The New 
York Times says on this ques
tion discussed on Sept. 23, that 
American Jews have long proved 
a solid voting bloc for the Demo-

cratic Party with about four out 
of five voting for Obama in 2008, 
according to exit polls. 

I do not understand why he 
objects to the editor using this 
letter when he goes on to give a 
good answer as to why Jews vote 
that way. 

The editor should be compli
mented for wanting the opinion 
pages to represent a diversity of 
views. 

SaulRicklin 
Bristol 

OPINION 

Homogenous 
opinions are 
not desirable 

ALTHOUGH I agreed 
with the main points 
of Josh Stein's Sept.16 

column ("Columnist annoyed 
by editor's decision to publish 
letter"), I was entirely put off by 
the author's defensive tone. The 
letters to the editor are not meant 
to showcase homogenous opinions 
- on the contrary, I love reading 
the viewpoints of people with dif
ferent opinions than mine. 

The question that was asked in 
the original letter ("Why do most 
American Jews still support and 
vote for very liberal politicians 
when you would think that their 
values would be more in line with 
more conservative candidates?") 
was not phrased antagonistically. 

The other questions in the same 
letter which Mr. Stein neglected 
to quote ("Is there some historical 
reason for this or are there other 
factors at work? Also, it is chang
ing or has the percentage remained 
constant?") seem perfectly valid. 

Yet Mr. Stein apparently felt 
his political stance was being 
"attacked" and - despite what
ever intentions he may have had 
- he decided to respond with 
biting sarcasm and attacks on the 
author's character. The overall 
attitude of his column came off as 
petty, childish and unprofessional. 

Danielle Greengart 
Pawtucket 

Welfare state destroys lives 1 OSH STEIN was elo
quently wrong (in his Sept. 
16 column, "Columnist 

noyed by editor's decision 
to publish letter") protesting 
Ronald Russo's letter about 
Jewish liberal leanings. H e 
presented emotional arguments 
about caring and ignored the 
tragic results of liberal policies. 
He dismissed any possibility 
that conservatives care about the 
poor. Working with the poor 
each day, I have learned how the 
welfare state destroys lives. 

Giving unwed mothers money, 
food, and housing makes promis-

cuity and avoiding committed 
relationships with men a career 
choice. Get married and lose the 
welfare benefits. Children grow 
up in families with no committed 
father. Men are devalued and seen 
as inferior providers compared to 
the welfare check. 

Liberal health, welfare, and 
pension benefits are sinking Euro
pean societies in debt. Medicare, 
Medicaid, Social Security, and the 
Rhode Island pension system are 
all going broke. The United States 
has trillion dollar deficits. Tax the 
rich corporations? That will fur
ther depress stock values in the 

Rhode Island pension fund. Tax 
the rich? They will stop investing 
and buying things. "Liberalism," 
in the modern usage is synony
mous with "Socialism," the idea 
that the government knows better 
than you do what to do with your 
money. As Margaret Thatcher 
said, "Socialist governments tradi
tionally do make a financial mess. 
They [socialists] always run out of 
other people's money." 

By the way, how is that Obama 
"hope and change'' thing working 
out for you? 

Farrel I. Klein 
Providence 

Fulfilling Jewish obligations 

MR. RUSSO: "Why do 
Jews support ' liberal ' 
politicians?" I am an 

85-year-old Jew - I grew up in 
a house with my grandmother, 
daughter of Shmuel Levine, a 
biblical scholar. We lived "by 
the book." We not only learned 
the teachings of our faith but we 
lived them! 

The obligation of tzedakah is 
the base. 

Giving to the poor is an obli
gation in Judaism, a duty that 
cannot be forsaken even by 
those who are themselves in 

wwwjvhri.org 

need. Some sages have said that 
tzedakah is the highest of all com
mandments, equal to all of them 
combined, and that a person 
who does not perform tzedakah 
is equivalent to an idol worship
per. Tzedakah is one of the three 
acts that gains us forgiveness 
from our sins. The High Holy 
Days liturgy states that God has 
inscribed a judgment against all 
who have sinned, but teshuvah 
(repentance), tejillah (prayer) and 
tzedakah can reverse the decree. 

According to biblical Jewish 
law, we are required to give 

one-tenth of our income to the 
poor. This is generally inter
preted as one-tenth of our net 
income after payment of taxes. 

My dearest friend is a retired 
principal of Notre Dame Cath
olic High School in Fairfield, 
Ct., with whom I have had many 
discussions. He might be inter
ested in your opinions as a "prac
ticing Catholic." 

Audrey D . Brett 
Middletown 
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Messrs. Cooper and Leach go to Washington 
JFNAholds 

three-day 
advocacy institute 

BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org THE MOOD WAS 
s eriou s among 
members of Rhode 
Island's congressional 

delegation when David Leach, 
a member of the Community 
Relations Council (CRC) of 
the Alliance , and I met with 
them and their staff members 
on Tuesday, Sept. 13. Leach and 
I were in Washington, D.C. to 
attend the Jewish Federations of 
North America's OFNA) North 
America Government Advocacy 
Institute on Sept. 12 - 14. 

The three-day program focused 
on the recent debt ceiling issue 
and a call fo r a plan to reduce the 
federal budget by Sl.5 trillion. 
Senior speakers - from members 
of the media to senior policy offi
cials in the Obama administra
tion - spoke to representatives 
from Jewish communities across 
the country. Ellen Nissenbaum, 
senior vice president for govern
ment affairs at the Center on 
Budget & Policy Priorities, a 
nonprofit organization working 
at the federal and state levels on 
issues of fiscal policy and public 
programs that impact low- and 

moderate-income famili es and 
individuals, spoke about the 
challenges of accomplishing leg
islative initiatives in a highly par
tisan and uncooperative political 
environment. 

Another speaker was Stuart 

STUART BUTLER 

Butler, Ph.D., distinguished 
fellow and director, Center for 
Policy Innovation, at The Heri
tage Foundation, a think tank 
whose mission is to formulate 
and promote conservative public 
policies based on the principles 
of free enterprise, limited gov
ernment, individual freedoms, 
traditional American values and 
a strong national defense. 

Although this current politi
cal climate is far from coopera
tive, the frustration and concern 

AIDS! ... 
WALK~ 

Join the Alliance in a walk 
against AIDS 

Sunday, October 2 
Starting at 

State House Lawn 

Registration 9:00AM 
Walk 10:00 AM 

Join the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island Team 
Register online at: 

www.jfri.org 

Proceeds to benefit 
AIDS Project Rhode Island 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

,;
Community 

C Rewtlons 
CouncH ---.............. 

expressed by members bridged 
political and geographic divides. 
Democratic representatives, 
including Keith Ellison (D-MN-

especially with countries who are 
allies of the U.S., but yet engage 
in anti-Semitic or anti-Israeli 
actions. Saudi Arabia, for exam
ple, is just one of many countries 
where students' textbooks fail to 
include Israel on world or Middle 

5) and Allyson Schwartz (D-PA-
13), joined Republicans, Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers (R-WA-5) 
and Pat Tiberi (R-OH-12), in 
exhibiting genuine concern for • 
the nation's economy and the 
complete absence of bipartisan 

"Students' 
textbooks fai1 to 
indude lsrael on 
world or Middle 

East maps." 

cooperation. Many expressed a 
sense that this is a momentous 
time in our nation's arc of history, 
as they view it as a turning point 
in the role of the federal govern
ment, especially with regard to 
how Congress will address the 
sluggish economy. 

Hannah Rosenthal, special 
envoy to the State Depart
ment, was the keynote speaker 
at a reception on Sept. 13 at the 
Rayburn House Office Build
ing. Rosenthal, who works in 
the State Department's Office 
to Monitor and Combat Anti
Semitism, described her work, 

HANNAH ROSENTHAL 

East maps. 
Representative David Cicil

line, (D-RI-1) attended the 
reception. A former mayor of 
Providence and a former member 
of the Community Relations 
Council, Cicilline spoke about 
the significance of advocacy by 
such groups as community rela
tions councils and the JFNA. He 
spoke positively about our CRC's 
positive contributions to effective 
and persuasive advocacy on issues 
of social justice and poverty. 

The conversations that Leach 
and I had with our congressional 
delegation and their staff mem
bers focused on two wholly inter
national issues, and two domestic 
ones. On the world front, we 
discussed Palestine's unilateral 
declaration of independence pro
posal at the United Nations and 
Iran's continuing nuclear escala
tion. On the domestic side, issues 
of reducing the deficit and fund
ing programs for senior citizens, 
particularly the need to enact the 
Older Americans Act were of 
concern. The Older Americans 
Act provides support services 
such as transportation, home care 
and case management, delivered 
meals, diabetes control mea
sures, counseling and caregiver 
training for low-income seniors. 
We expressed concern that cut
ting human services, particularly 
to our most vulnerable citizens, 
was highly problematic. At each 
of the four offices we visited 
(Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon 
Whitehouse and Representatives 
Jim Langevin and Cicilline), we 
received assurances of opposition 
to Palestine's request for state
hood at the U.N., of a watchful 
eye on Iran's nuclear interests 
and of support for enactment of 
the Older Americans Act. 

Marty Cooper is the CRC direc
tor at the Alliance. Contact him at 
421-4111. 

/Vin Ki1bridge 

Joe Fletcher and the Wrong Reasons perform at the inaugural J-Cafe Concert on Saturday, Sept. 17. 
From left, Chris Owens, David Hemingway, Joe Fletcher and Joe Principe are members of the band. 

Music and more at J-Cafe Concert 
PROVIDENCE - The 2011 
- 2012 J-Cafe Concert Series 
opened on the evening of Satur
day Sept. 17, with performances 
by Joe Fletcher and the Wrong 
Reasons and Hiding Behind 
Youth. 

The Cafe Concert Series, a 
program of live music featuring 

wwwjvhri.org 

local musicians, is presented by 
the JCC at the Alliance. Thirty 
people attended the inaugural 
event end enjoyed the live music 
of local artists, kosher biscotti 
from Comanzo & Co. Artisan 
Bakers in Smithfield and refresh
ments from Bottles, a local mer
chant. 

1he next J-Caft Concert, sched
uled for Saturday night, Nov. 19, 
will feature Roz Raskin and the 
Rice Cakes and 1he Sugar Honey 
Iced Tea. Doors open at Z·JO p.m. 
and the show starts at 8 p.m. 

Admission is 18 for ]CC members 
and 110 for non-members. 
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how we accomplish our goals, 
want to talk about the issue of 
Jewish poverty, right here at home. 
There are some in our community 
who wonder, "Are there any poor 
Jewish people in Rhode Island?" 
and "Do Jews live in subsidized 
housing?" 

The answer to both of these 
questions is, of course, "yes." 
Jews are not immune from the 
plight of poverty. So, just who are 
our Jewish vulnerable in Rhode 
Island? As a staff person at Jewish 
Family Service told Marty Cooper 
and Nancy Kirsch of the Alli
ance recently, "The Jewish poor 
look just like other poor people in 
Rhode Island, and it's an incred
ibly varied group." 

SUPPORTING OUR MOST 
VULNERABLE, WHEREVER TUEY LIVE 

Here in Rhode Island, poverty 
encompasses many personalities: 
The senior citizens whose pensions 
are dwindling, at-risk or under
employed youth, under-employed 
and unemployed single parents 
or married couples, men who 
are unemployed at age 63 - for 
the first time in their lives - and 
women who can't work because 
they suffer from severe depression 
or other mental illnesses. Our ter
minally and critically ill are poor, 
our physically and mentally dis
abled are poor, our homeless, job
less and hopeless are poor. 

In addition, too many members 
of our Jewish community earn too 

got 

MARILYN KATZ and LORI LOWINGER 

much to qualify for federal, state 
and local subsidies such as food 
stamps, fuel assistance, Medicaid, 
health insurance' or prescription 
drug coverage. However, they 
don't earn enough to pay for those 
essentials; they sacrifice meals to 
pay for medicine, or go without 
heat in the winter to pay for food. 
These are our Jewish "invisible vul
nerable" who so desperately need 
our help; they may work in your 
office, worship at your synagogue 
or share a school carpool with your 
family. 

Through the Alliance's caring 
and social justice allocations, we 
support innovative solutions for 
our own local, vulnerable indi
viduals. By partnering with Jewish 

Family Service of Rhode Island 
and Jewish Seniors Agency of 
Rhode Island, our dollars ensure 
that our needy community mem
bers receive home care assistance, 
mental health and social work 
counseling, spiritual guidance, 
geriatric care management, food 
pantry and nutritional support, 
and transportation services. Dis
turbingly, however, our safety net 
is as fragile as those we strive to 
help. Not too many years ago, our 
Annual Community Campaign 
raised around $4.3 million. For 
the last three years, however, the 
Campaign has remained flat - at 
approximately , $3.3 million. The 
needs of our vulnerable residents 
have not correspondingly declined 

idstuff? 
The JCC at the Alliance is now accepting donations for our 
10th Annual Kidstuff Sale, taking place November 6th. 
We are looking for gently used children's items such as clothes, 
toys, books, games, furniture and more. , 

( 

You can donate NOW by bringing your items to the lobby at the JCC. 

Ready to donate? Have questions? 
Contact Mindy Stone at mindystone@gmail.com or 
Maris Garber at garbergamm@cox.net. 

Tax receipts will be available. 

All proceeds benefit the 
JCC Early Childhood Center 

at the Alliance. 

/ 
• 
I 
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by 25 percent; rather, in this dif
ficult economy, the numbers of 
those in need continues to grow. 

With a mission to help Jews 
around the world, our commu
nity dollars also provide lifelines 
to Jews living in Israel, Poland 
and abroad. Through our alloca
tions, we fund training and educa
tional programs to break the cycle 
of poverty, provide mentoring, 
academic, vocational and other 
enrichment programs for children 
at risk, and aliyah and absorption 
programs to help new immigrants 
integrate successfully in Israel. We 
provide funding for impoverished 
Russian seniors to attend a Jewish 
Senior Center in Moscow twice a 
week, where they can dance, sing, 
send emails to distant relatives or 
friends, dine communally and cel
ebrate the Jewish holidays with 
one another. 

Your dollars, our dollars, allow 
approximately 6,000 Russian 
children to attend Jewish over
night camp each summer, a camp 
that provides these children with 
their sole Jewish cultural, rec
reational and identity building 
experience throughout the year. 
In short, without dollars from 
Jewish Americans, even the most 
rudimentary Jewish experiences 
for frail seniors and children in 
Moscow would simply vanish. 

The dollars raised from our 
Annual Community Campaign, 
the dollars that you, our donors, 
contribute year in and year out, are 
essential. Only with those dollars 
is the Alliance able to pursue its 
mission of improving and trans
forming lives wherever and when
ever needed. Community-wide, 
we promote and work to better the 
overall quality of academic pro
grams and experiences. Through 
our Community Relations Coun
cil, we are able to advocate and 
quickly mobilize national, state 
and local resources for emergencies 
here and around the world. We 
are the Jewish Alliance ... stronger 
together ... doing a world of good. 

PROGRAMS BEYOND POVERTY 

The impact of giving to the 
Annual Community Campaign 
is immeasurable. Your gifts help 
fund the Alliance's Jewish life and 
learning programs for the JCC 
Early Childhood Centers in Prov
idence and Barrington and The 
PJ Library. Your dollars also help 
support after-school programs at 
J-Space at the JCC, teen engage
ment initiatives such as the Harry 
Elkin Midrasha Community 
High School, and special educa
tion programming and inclusion 
classrooms for students across 
greater Rhode Island at Congre
gation Agudas Achim, Temple 
Emanu-El and Temple Habonim. 

Your dollars to the Annual 
Community Campaign also fund 
academic resources, scholarships 
and engagement programs at our 
three local day schools Oewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 
Island, Providence Hebrew Day 
School and l'l<lew England Acad-

emy of Torah), J Camp, Camp 
JORI, the Brown RISD Hillel, 
the University of Rhode Island 
Hillel and the Alliance's Creativ
ity Center and Library. Through 
innovative and collaborative pro
grams and initiatives, we are com
mitted to building and sustaining 
our collective Jewish future. 

Nevertheless, we simply can't 
address the entire spectrum of 
Jewish life and learning needs for 
the Jewish children, 'tweens' and 
teens of greater Rhode Island. 
We face serious funding gaps that 
impinge on our ability to offer 
Jewish pre-school programs for 
infants and toddlers in the West 
Bay, social skills therapy group 
support and sufficient needs-based 
school and camp scholarships 
for children in need, and special 
needs inclusion and middle school 
opportunities within the Jewish 
day schools for most of our 'tweens' 
and teens. These gaps must be 
addressed and can be remedied 
by your financial support to the 
Annual Community Campaign. 

WHAT COULD $4 MILLION DO? 

How many more preschool, 
day school or camp scholarships, 
kosher meals, special education 
services, and vocational, fuel, 
transportation or housing assis
tance subsidies could we provide 
if we collectively grew our Annual 
Campaign back to its pre-recession 
days ofS4 million? We must never 
stop seeking and implementing 
solutions to help our most vulner
able; we must never stop contrib
uting our own hard-earned dollars 
when we are asked to help support 
those in need in our Jewish com
munity. 

We need current donors to dig a 
little deeper this year than the year 
before, and we need new donors 
to step up and give, so that we 
can grow our Annual Community 
Campaign to a robust $4 million 
level within the next year or two -
an effort which we have begun this 
month! Please help us realize this 
ambitious goal. 

Our approach to fundraising 
embodies the core values and tra
ditions of the Jewish community. 
At the Alliance, we care deeply 
about people and Jewish identities 
across greater Rhode Island. The 
Alliance is the heart and soul des
tination for your Jewish giving to 
a diverse array of communal and 
global needs. 

We are the Jewish Alliance ... 
stronger together ... doing a world 
of good. During these High Holy 
Days, we ask you to please remem
ber our children, our community 
and our vulnerable. We - and 
they- need you urgently. From the 
bottom of my heart I thank you for 
your support . 

On behalf of the board and the 
staff at the Alliance - who all work 
so diligently to fulfill our mission 
of better and sweeter lives for Jews 
in need - we wish each of you and 
your families sbanah tovab, a sweet 
and healthy New Year. 
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Campaign kickoff 
welcomes new 
Lion of Judah 

BY NANCY KIRSC H 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SEEKONK, Mass. - Jeffrey K. 
Savit, the Alliance's chief execu
tive officer/president, was in his 
element, on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, Sept. 20. He was the 
sole man in a group of30 women, 
which included his wife Lori 
Barnet and his sister-in-law Jill 
Cohen, who came to hear him 
speak about the 2012 Annual 

Commu 
nity Cam
paign. 

Before 
a lunch of 
salad and 
salmon in 
the living 
r o o m 

at Ledgemont Country Club, 
Sharon Gaines, vice president 
of the Alliance and chair of the 
2012 Annual Community Cam
paign, welcomed everyone and 
recognized our new community 
sh' liah, Israeli emissary, Noa 
Prawer, who spoke briefly. 

After introducing Savit to 
the group, Gaines recognized 
the extraordinary leadership 
and dedication of Minna Elli
son, now senior vice president of 
planning and programming, who 
had served as interim president 
and chief executive officer officer 
during a lengthy national search 
for Stephen Silberfarb's successor 

Women leaders hear Savit speak 

JUDY LEVITT, left, and LISA SHORR listen intently to Jeffrey K. Savit, 
chief executive officer/ president of the Alliance on Tuesday, Sept. 20 
at Ledgemont Country Club in Seekonk, Mass. 

to the top position at the Alli
ance. 

" Tzedakah is 
an individua1 

responsibi1ity." 

Gaines welcomed the commu
nity's newest Lion of Judah, Lori 
Barnet, who was recognized and 
thanked for her generosity and 
was given the Lion of Judah pin, 
a piece of contemporary Judaica . 

Acting on the strong belief 
that tzedakah is an individual 
responsibility, Lions of Judah 
make significant and continuing 

personal gifts to their respec
tive federation annual cam
paign. Nearly 100 women in 
greater Rhode Island and more 
than 13,000 women in North 
America, Israel and around the 
world, through their actions, col
lectively strengthen Jewish com
munities. 

Although the Annual Com
munity Campaign just launched, 
many community leaders were 
involved with planning and 
organizing meetings during 
the summer, said Gaines, who 
acknowledged Mel Alperin and 
members of his team who are 
soliciting major donors . As of 
press time (noon on Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, the Campaign has real
ized $1,017,777 from 327 donors. 

Ledgernont 
COL,TR'ICLLB 

JEFFREY SAVIT 

With the Women's Campaign 
traditionally raising nearly 30 
percent of all Campaign dollars, 
Gaines said, "This shows what 
a small group of like-minded 
individuals can do when they are 
aligned to create change in the 
lives of Jews at home, in Israel 
and around the world ." 

Before speaking formally, 
Savit led the group in chant
ing the motzi and passed around 
not a challah but a roll from the 
breadbasket at his table. 

After Savit spoke, Gaines 

urged everyone to pause and 
remember those who have pre
ceded them and those who will 
succeed them. We must, she 
said, "do our part to preserve and 
enrich the community of today 
with your personal commitment 
to our 2012 Annual Community 
Campaign." 

To learn more about bow you 
can make a difference in our com
munity, contact Ellen Chernack at 
ellenchernack@gmail.com or 421-
4111. 

Habonim 
Youth Group 
and Chabad 

of Barrington 

BARINGTON - On 
Sept. 25, 
of Temple 

Habonim's youth group 
shofars with 

Rabbi Moshe Laufer, 
of the Chabad House of 
Barrington, at far right. 
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THE SEPT. 16 ISSUE of The Jewish Voice & Herald 
included service listings for the High Holy Days. 

This issue includes service listings for Sukkot, Shem
ini Atzeret and Simhat Torah on pages 32-33. 

Friday 
Sept. 30 
Rosh Hashanah 

Sunday 
Oct. 2 
AIDS Walk RI 

Join the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater RI team 

State House Lawn, Providence 

9 a.m. - Registration; 10 a.m. -
Walk 

More info: www.jfri.org 

Memorial Service at 
Dodgeville Hebrew Cemetery 

Memorial prayers and a 
reading of the Congregation 
Agudas Achim Golden Book 

Dodgeville Hebrew Cemetery, 
Orchard St. (off Route 152), 
Attleboro, Mass. 

10 a.m. 

More info: 508-222-2243 

Sharon Memorial Park's 
Memorial Service 

Rabbi David Paskin and Cantor 
Marilyn Becker officiate. 

Jacob Grossman Memorial 
Chapel in the Woods, Sharon 
Memorial Park, 120 Canton St., 
Sharon, Mass. 

10 a.m. 
More info: 781 -828-7216 

Rosh Hodesh: It's a Girl Thing 
Rosh Hodesh, a monthly 
program for girls in grades 6 
- 8 builds self-esteem, Jewish 
identity, leadership skills and 
friendship networks; Rachel 
Mersky Wada officiates. 

4- 5:30 p.m. 
$180 for nine monthly sessions 
through June 2012 

More info: rwoda@urj.org 

Monday 
Oct.3 
Monument to Fallen Jewish 
Chaplains 

Providence College 's Army 
ROTC Battalion sponsors a visit 
of the new national monument 
dedicated to fallen Jewish 
military chaplains. A formal 
dedication occurs on Oct. 24 in 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
where the monument will 
remain. 
Slavin Center, '64 Hall, 
Providence College, 1 
Cunningham Square, 
Providence 

6- 8 p.m. 

More info: Chrissy Centazzo at 
865-2413 

W ednesday 
Oct. 5 
Senior Cafe at the JCC at the 
Alliance 

Topic: Financial advisor Oorit 
Kagy presents " Identity Theft 
Prevention" 

JCC at the Alliance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at861-8800, ext. 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
Oct. 6 
Medieval Medicine at UMass 
Dartmouth 

Dr. Maud Kozodoy of Brown 
University discusses "Magic, 
Medieval Medicine and the 
Jews." 

Carlton College of Business, 
Room 115, University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth, 
285 Old Westport Road, North 
Dartmouth, Mass. 

12:30 - 2p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Jacqueline 
Romm Satlow at 508-910-6551 
or jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Friday 
Oct. 7 
KolNidrei 

Saturday 
Oct. 8 
YomKippur 

Monday 
Oct. to 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Tradition." JERI Director 
Susan Adler and Assistant 
Director Ethan Adler are 
available to counsel seniors 
and their families. Ethan is 
also available for pastoral 
counseling. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandville Court, Wakefield 

1- 2p.m. 
More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Wednesday 
Oct.12 
See calendar on pages 32-33 
for information on Sukkot 
services in greater Rhode 
Island. 

ErevSukkot 
Senior Cafe at Temple Am 
David 

Topic: "Jewish Life and Living 
with Ethan Adler." 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Ela ine or Steve at 
732-0047 

This location hosts a meal site 
every weekday. 

Sukkot Family Celebration at 
Temple Beth-El 

K'Tantan and young families 
decorate the Sukkah. Bring a 
picnic dinner and decoration 
materials. K'Tantan and Azeh 
Ket, ages toddler and older, 
enjoy pizza in the Hut 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

5:15 p.m. - Sukkah decorating 
and piua in the Hut; 5:45 p.m. -
Festival service 

More info: Rob Massi at 331 · 
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Sukkot at Barrington Chabad 
House 

Dinner in the sukkah for the 
whole family 

Cha bad of Barrington, 311 
Maple Ave., Barrington 

6 p.m. 
More info: 247-4747 or Rabbi@ 
Jewish Barrington.com 

Thursday 
Oct.13 
First Day Sukkot 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Schmeer and 
Schmooze." 

See Oct. 10 JERI entry. 
Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middleton 

11 a.m. - noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Friday 
Oct. 14 
Second Day of 
Sukkot 

Saturday 
Oct. 16 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
Sukkot 
PJ Library Shabbat Storytime 
&Activity 

Guest storyte ller: Jordana 
Weisma n. For children 3- 9 
years old, siblings welcome; 
children must be accompanied 
by adult. 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St., Providence 

10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Elly Leyman at 
elly207@gmail.com or www. 
bethsholom-ri.org 

Sr. USY "Pizza in the Hut" 
Teens, grades 9-12, enjoy hot 
pizza and other munchies in the 
sukkah. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: Aaron Guttin at 331 -
1616, ext. 26 

Sunday 
Oct. 16 
Sukkot 
Torah Tots 

For children 3 - 5 years old, 
Torah Tots offers art, music and 
movement with an emphasis on 
Jewish culture and learning. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

10 - 11 a.m. 

More info: 762-3651 

Fall Family Fest 
Welcome autumn with family
friendly activities including a 
farmers' market, games, music 
and local artists fair. 

JCC at the All iance, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
More info: 421 -4111 or www. 
shalomri.org 

Mama Dani and the Shaboom 
Band 

JCC at the Alliance, Social Hall, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

3 p.m. 
$5 per person; $18 family 
maximum 

More info: Michelle at 
421 -4111,ext. ext. 178 or 
mcicchitelli@shalomri.org 

World Series of Brisket 
Beth-El members put their 
brisket recipes to the test 
before judges - Jewish 
cookbook author Joan Nathan; 

An ita Solomon, owner of 
Lloyds, a fo rmer East Side 
eatery; and Donna Dube, 
owner of the former Wickford 
Gourmet. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

4- 6 p.m. 

$10/adults; $5/children over 
5; children under 5 are free; 
maximum $25/family 

More info: Ruby Shalansky 
at 331-6070 or rshalansky@ 
temple-beth-el.org 

Sukkot Celebration at Chabad 
House 

5:30 p.m. - Children's 
performances, 6:30 p.m. -
Dancing in the streets; event 
includes kosher pizza and 
falafel and live music. 

Chabad House, 360 Hope St. 
(near Olney), Providence 

More info: 273-7238 

Monday 
Oct. 17 
Sukkot 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See Oct. 13 entry 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Thursday 
Oct. 20 
Shemini Atzeret/ 
Erev Simhat Torah 

See calendar on pages 32-33 
for information on Shemini 
Atzeret services in greater 
Rhode Island. 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
See Oct. 13 entry 
Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Friday 
Oct. 21 
Simhat Torah 

See calendar on pages 32-33 
for information on Simhat Torah 
services in greater Rhode 
Island. 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & H erald will be 

published on O ctober 14. Please send calendar items for that 
issue by O ctober 3. Calendar items for the October 28 issue 
are due by O ctober 17. 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the 
subject line of"CALENDAR." 
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JANE BRODY smites as she autographs a book. BRODY IS A PROLIFIC cookbook author. 

LIFESTYLE changes can lead to better golden years 
From Page 1 

your life. 
Although much of her advice was 

not new to this reporter, her quick
witted commentary made "the 
medicine go down" easily. There are 
no quick fixes; health requires a life
time of reasonably sensible living. 

EXERCLSE 

Scoffing at the "I don't have time 
to exercise" excuse, Brody, who 
exercises 90 minutes a day, said 
that exercise makes people more 
efficient and more energetic. She 
creclits exercise with transforming 
her from "a Type A to a Type A
personality." 

Whether you exercise alone or 
with a group, just do it, she said. 
Find something you enjoy and that 
fits your lifestyle and your budget. 

Her preferred exercises - walk
ing, hiking, cross-country skiing 

and 
ice skating - have led her to new 
friends who, in tum, have exposed 
her to novel interests, hobbies and 
perspectives. 

Physiological and psychologi
cal benefits derive from vigorous 
exercise, including normalizing 
blood sugars, reducing blood pres
sure, making the heart more effi
cient, and reducing breast and colon 
cancer risks. Exercise, which also 
makes our brains more efficient 
and delays tbe onset of dementia 
and Alzheimers, "is the best over
all tonic for body and mind, it can 

take 20 years off your chronological 
age."' 

A study of 90+-aged nursing 
home residents showed that merely 
stomping their feet on a regular 
basis helped with appetite, mood 
and response time, she said. Exer
cise is available, even for those who 
have limited mobility or are con-

"Die young, but 
as late in life as 

possible." 

fined to bed. 
Brody recommends 30 minutes of 
aerobic activity three to five times a 
week, 15 minutes of strength train
ing two or three times a week, and 
stretching and flexibility exercises 
at least three times a week. If you 
can't stand on one foot and 

maintain your balance while you 

brush your teeth, you're at risk of 
falling and breaking a bone. 

Treat exercise the way you treat 
eating, sleeping and brushing 
your teeth - you don't think about 
whether you will or you won't -you 
just do it. 

NUTRITION 

If you smoke, stop. Fear that stop
ping smoking will lead to that three 
little word, "fat," are ill-founded, 
according to studies Brody cited. 
Lung cancer kills more women 
each year than does breast cancer. 

"Nutritionally, we are a wasteland 
and it's getting worse." Popping 
supplements does not compensate 
for lackluster eating, though post
menopausal women may need cal
cium supplements and Vitamin D 
supplements. 

Our milk and egg consumption 
is down, and our consumption of 
hard cheeses, fat, soda and sugar 
is way up. The growth of fat-free 
or reduced fat foods doesn't lead to 
thinner adults; after Entenmann's 
introduced a fat-free cake, Brody's 
brother gained 15 pounds! 

Don't worry about whether the 
milk comes from grass-fed cows, 
she said, just drink the milk. We 
eat too much protein (and three to 
four ounces in a meal is plenty), but 
not enough fish, nor do we consume 
enough fiber or the recommended 
nine (!) daily servings of fruits and 
vegetables. 

Eat, in moderation, nuts and 
avocados, as sources of good fat. 
Red wine is healthy, but no more 
than one 5-ounce glass a day. If 
red wine gives you headaches, she 
said, "White wine is better than no 
wine." 

She said that her cookbooks, 
available to buy and have auto
graphed, offer plenty of health
ful and delicious recipes. Healthy 
eating is not about deprivation, but 
moderation. If you need to make 
changes, do so gradually - maybe 
one meal at a time each week. 

SCREENINGS 

She concluded her comments 
by reminding women to care for 
their gums, as periodontal disease 
can cause cardiac problems, to get 
vaccines, and health screenings, 
as age and risk-factor appropriate, 
of mammograms, Pap smears and 
colonoscopies. Women 60 and older 
should definitely get a shingles vac
cine, she recommended. 

There's "no cure for mortality," 
but she believes her lifestyle - exer
cise, healthy eating, stress manage
ment and friendships - allow her to 

have more fun and get more done, 
no matter how long she lives. 

"Most Americans don't wear out, 
they rust out," she said. 

wwwjvhri.org 

ARTHUR SAMPSON speaks about The Miriam Hospital's 
new initiatives. 

Psychiatrist l\ID 
Very Personalized Psychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
Medication When N ecessary 

Email Me: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday.com 

J 82 Butler Ave., ProYidence, RI 

401-455-0860 

• 



.-

PAGE 12 Jewish Voice '5(_ Herald September 30, 2011 

'A gift to the city' 
Book chronicling 

The Miriam Hospital 
history released 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Editor's Note: In the interest of Juli 
disclosure, I have been a patient at 
The Miriam H ospital - and on one 
more than one occasion! 

renovate the buildings on Parade evolution of Brown University's 
Street. medical school and its afliliation 

Chapter 2, The Parade Street with The Miriam Hospital, among 
Years: 1927-1943, recalls a time other institutions. 
when the hospital performs the Chapter 6, Turmoil and Tri
nation's first lung-removal opera- umph: 1980-1985, depicts a rock
tion, and strengthens its financial ier time for the institution. In the 
footing. Chapter 3, The Second early 1980s, the hospital and some 
Hospital: 1944-1953, chronicles of its top executives were indicted 
the move from Parade Street to the for alleged billing fraud. Assert
East Side of Providence in January ing that the double-billings were 
1953. due to computer errors, the hos-

Chapter 4, Innovation, 1955- pita! and the Attorney General 
PROVIDENCE - Brian C. 1966, addresses the developments resolved the matter as a civil vio-
Jones, a former Providence Jour- of open-heatt surgery and the use lation. Miriam's payments to the 
nal reporter and now a freelance of a heart-lung machine, as well Attorney General's office for costs 
writer, has written a thorough and as the hospital 's expansion to 270 incurred and payments to Blue 
detailed history of The Miriam beds. Cross and other parties, along 
Hospital, "The Miriam Hospital, Chapter 5, A Teaching with commitments to provide 
A gift to the city." Commissioned Hospital: 1966-1979, S200,000worth of free health care 
by the hospital, the 200+-page ~ M. . details the to those who couldn't afford it and 
book is filled with color and L;'::__, 1 riarn 110 . a health education clinic closed 
black-and-wh1te p1ctures, inter- ~,--::_::- _ 5PitaJ Ne,,, r-:::, the matter. In addition, the 
· · h h · 'flt"" -..,,,..--,.,.,_ ' 5 / :::..::..•{ dd views wit trustees, p ys1cians, _ ""'ide11,~--=-~-l::':3 hospital publicly suspen e 

nurses, volunteers, patients and t ·_ r, U.. i., ~ its open- heart surgeries, as 
administrative staff members, it investigated the higher-
a timeline and a Miriam than-expected post-surgery 
roster - which richly depict 
the physical buildings, the 
personalities and public 
and private events that 
made the hospital what it 
is today. 

Some four years in 
the making, the book 
is an indepth compila
tion of one of Jewish 
Rhode Island's IJllr&,~ 

,it n..,ll( _ ~ .. u. 
oldest institutions. IF .... ...,..~ 

It begins in the beginning, rom '7he Miriam Hos . - -

of course, with Chapter 1, Ori- P•tal, A gift to the city• 

gins: 1880-1926, recounting the 
early years of the hospital and the 
roles of Mary and Max Grant to 

Sunday, October 16, at 3:00pm 
Social Hall at 401 Elmgrove Avenue 

~person I $18 maximum pet family 
1tcka may be purchased in advance. 

Contact Michelle at 401.421.4111 ext. 178 
or mcicchitelli@shalomri.org. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GR EAT ER RHO DE ISLA ND 

Stronger tog11ther. Doing a world of good. 

401.421A111 
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COMMUNITY 

/ From • rhe Miriam Hospital, A gift to the city" 

BENJAMIN BRIER, th ird president of The Miriam Hospital, 
places a t ime capsule in the cornerstone 

for the second Miriam Hospital on May 20, 1951 . 

A PASSOVER SEDER for Jewish patients at the hospital 
was held in 1957. 

mortality rates. 
Chapter ?,Joining Forces: 1986-

2006, commemorates the hospi
tal's efforts to combat AIDS, the 
formation of Lifespan and the 

"The book is fi11ed 
with pictures, 

interviews with 
trustees, physicians, 
nurses, volunteers, 

patients and 
administrative 
staff members, 

a timeline and a 
Miriam roster." 

plans for a new S77 million wing, 
while neighbors object to the 
expansion. 

Chapter 8, Next Steps: 2009-
2011, brings readers up to nearly 
the present day, with the most 
recent developments at Lifespan 
for Rhode Island and The Miriam 

hospitals, consolidating open
heart surgery and opening a joint
replacement surgical center at The 
Miriam. 

In the book's source notes,Jones 
writes, in part, "This history of 
The Miriam Hospital makes use 
of hospital documents, including 
minutes from trustees' meetings 
and annual reports; records of The 
Miriam Hospital Women's Asso
ciation ... newspaper and magazine 
articles... and my interviews ... 
Information also came from the 
archives of the Providence J oumal 
and The Jewish Voice &Herald." 

Acknowledging, too, that many 
of the records associated with his 
research are stored at the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Asso
ciation, Jones interviewed some 
90 individuals, including many 
Jewish individuals who represent 
an A to Z "who's who" at The 
Miriam Hospital - from Dr. Stan
ley Aronson to Lillian Zarum and 
dozens of others whose contribu
tions and memories are recorded in 
this book. 

The book was distributed, said a 
hospital spokesperson, to Miriam 
donors and trustees; the hospital is 
evaluating whether to print copies 
to sell in the hospital gift shop. 
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STAFF AND STUDENTS of the New England Rabbinical College gather on Sept. 21 for a photo. 

Rabbinical college welcomes new director 
Twersky returns to 

her childhood home 
Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - New England 
Rabbinical College (NERC) wel
comes Chana Faiga Twersky as its 
new administrative director; she 
succeeds Rabbi Naftali Karp, who 
left for a position in Boston. 

It's a homecoming for Twersky; 
the daughter of Rabbi Eliezer and 
Marsha Gibber, she grew up in 
Providence and at NERC. 

Since her marriage 13 years 
ago to Rabbi Shmuel Twersky, of 
Brooklyn, N .Y. she's been absent 
from Rhode Island, residing in 
New York, New Jersey and Nor
folk, Va. 

"It's not conventional to have a 
woman [working at an Orthodox 
rabbinical college)," said Twersky, 
"but my father is the dean. The 
yeshiva has been part of my life 
since I've been 6 years old." 

Calling the experience of return
ing to NERC "just like corning 
home," Twersky said she's proud to 
be a part of the 27-year-old institu
tion. 

Married at 20, and now the 
mother of six children, Twersky 
already has had several careers -
teaching at Providence Hebrew 
Day School and an Orthodox girls' 
high school in Norfolk, working as 
a speech therapist and marketing 
for a health management company! 
A graduate of Providence College 

- at age 20 - she oversees all the 
finances at NERC - bill-paying, 
fundraising, cash management, 
etc. 

L IFE FOR NERC STUDENTS 

As a traditional Orthodox 
yeshiva focusing on studying Torah 
and Talmud, NERC holds morn
ing, afternoon and evening ser-

"The yeshiva has 
been part of my life 

since l've been 6 
years old." 

vices, and three study sessions each 
day. "It's a tremendous amount of 
studying," said Twersky, for the 
students - all high school gradu
ates. Most of them come from an 
Orthodox background. 

"Yeshiva teaches them how to 
learn alone, how to tackle Talmud 
alone," although students have 
study partners and study with the 
rabbis. Along with Talmud, they 
learn ha!akah, self-improvement, 
or musssar, the parashah for the 
week; they tackle a great deal, said 
Twersky. 

Young men come from Bal
timore, Md., New York City, 
Toronto and Los Angeles, as well 
as from greater Rhode Island. 

"New York and New Jersey offer 
so many yeshivot," said Twersky, 

providence public library 

e librar~ 
. I I I' . 

Find out how investing in the Library can yield a 
better return for you an<l allow you ro help others 
at the same time. 

To learn more about a charitable annui ty, call 
us at 401 .455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

"but at NERC students develop 
very close relationships with 
Rabbis Gibber, Aaron Lapin and 
YosefLipson. In addition to being 
teachers and rabbis, they become 
life coaches for students through 
their marriages and careers and 
raising children." 

Currently, 28 young men live in 
the NERC dormitory, and eight 
married men come to join studies 
on a full-time basis. 

Twersky is gratified that NERC 
and Providence College (PC) 
have developed a relationship that 
allows the yeshiva students to 
pursue an undergraduate degree; 
the students generally attend PC 
classes in the evenings. "So many 
of our alumni have dual careers - a 

rabbi who is a doctor, a rabbi who 
is an accountant, and a rabbi who is 
an architect. 

What's the length of study for a 
NERC student? 

"It's very individualized, though 
the students learn a different trac
tate in Talmud each year," she said. 
A student's time at the yeshiva may 
also depend on whether he is pur
su ing an undergraduate degree. 

Although NERC students may 
be best known for hosting the 
annual Purim parade in Provi
dence, they do other commu
nity work, including a father and 
son learning program, a Shabbat 
afternoon group at PHDS, filling 
a minyan and so much more, she 
said. 

The PJ Library 

TwERSKY AND HER CHILDREN 

While Twersky is at work, she's 
delighted that her children - all 
but the very youngest one - are at 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
(PHDS). She calls the level of edu
cation "terrific" and is pleased that 
some PHDS teachers educating 
her children also taught her and 
her siblings. 

"Teachers stay a long time - that 
says a lot about the school," said 
Twersky. 

For more information about 
NERC, contact Chana Faiga Twer
sky at cftwersky.nerc@gmai/ or 274-
1361. 

a program of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

now offering OPEN ENROLLMENT!!! 
Conceived as a giving library, each child, six months to six years old, enrolled in 
the PJ Library will receive a monthly gift of a Jewish book or CD absolutely free. 

Reading stories and listening to music are among the most powerful and 
nurturing early childhood learn ing experiences. The PJ Library will provide 
your family with a treasury of Jewish books and music. Books are shipped 
directly to your child every month and include educational resources to 
enhance your PJ Library experience. 

To enroll your child in the PJ Library, or to make a donation, contact : 
Michelle Cicchitelli, at 401.421.4111 xl 78 or mcicchitelli@shalomri.org. 

To enroll online, visit www.pjlibrary.org Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHOD E I SL AN D 

Stronger together. Doing a world of good. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 I 401.861.8800 I www.shalomri.org 
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Falling for cookies 

An easy 
seasonal recipe 

B Y SARAH SHOLES 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

SO MANY JEWISH 
foods are bound in sym
bolism. 

Latkes at Hanukkah 
to remember the oil that burned 
for eight nights. Break matzo 
on Passover as a reminder of our 
people's flight from slavery. Apples 
and honey help ring in a sweet 
New Year each Rosh H ashanah. 
What if we were able to honor 
these traditions while incorporat
ing the native treasures of New 
England's bounty? 

Autumn in southern New Eng
land means visits to apple orchards, 
pumpkin patches and cranberry 
bogs. These autumnal cookies 
bring sweetness to the holiday 
season and join it with local flavor. 
Moist and chewy pumpkin blends 
with the main ingredients to form 
the creamy dough. Ground cin-

A NDREW & SANDY 

401.524.5928 

4 POWER R OAD 

PAWTUCKET, RI 02860 
W\\'W,LOCAI.HEROCATE:RING.COM 

SANDY@LOCALHEROCATERING.COM 

namon and ginger add spice to the 
mix, warming the tongue. (They 
may be substituted or added to 
with your favorite seasonings.) 

Rolled oats, dried cranberries 
and chopped walnuts round out 
the palate. This recipe calls for 
many goods that may be grown or 
produced locally so bakers may feel 
sweet about where the ingredients 
come from. 

Autumnal cookies 

Ingredients 

1 cup unsalted butter, softened 
1 cup brown sugar 
2/3 cup granulated sugar 
2 tablespoons pumpkin puree 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 cups rolled oats 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1-and-1/2 cups dried cranberries 
1-and-1 /2 cups walnuts, 

chopped 
Method 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Cream butter and both sugars 

together. Add pumpkin puree and 
mix until incorporated. 

Stir in vanilla extract and eggs. 
Combine flour, baking powder 

and soda, and salt separately and 

If you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·'' OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradrtion for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

add to wet ingredients. Mix just 
until incorporated. 

Mix oats with cinnamon and 
ginger and then stir into the dough. 

Add cranberries and walnuts 
and stir until well combined. 

Drop walnut-size balls onto 
baking sheets lined with parch
ment paper. 

Bake for 12 minutes or until 
golden brown. 

Transfer to wire rack to cool. 
Store in airtight container up to 

/Sarah Sholes 

3 days. 
Makes approximately six dozen 

cookies. 

R ecipe by Sarah Sholes. She bakes 
and writes far her blog CanYou
Cookie, and is pursuing a master's 
degree in gastronomy at Boston Uni
versity. Visit her blog http://canyou
cookie.blogspot.com or fallow her on 
Twitter: @canyoucookie. 

Chef Walter cooks 
at Eastside Marketplace 
Kosher food from the 
Italian Jewish ghetto 

0 N SEPT. 8, Walter 
Potenza of Potenza 
Ristorante on Fed
eral Hill stopped into 

Eastside Marketplace to cook an 
authentic kosher Italian meal. 
Chef Potenza has won numer
ous awards in the United States 
and Europe for his cooking. In 
the past, he has worked with the 
local Jewish community where 
he, under the auspices of Anschel 
Strauss, the mashgiah, or kosher 

BATTER UP 

overseer, prepared a strictly glatt 
kosher dinner for members of the 
Jewish community. 

Chef Walter prepared chicken 
with fresh fen nel and fava beans 
and apple strudel, two dishes from 
the Italian ghetto. While Strauss, 
who works every Thursday as the 
mashgiah for the kosher meat ser
vice at Eastside Marketplace, 
sauteed the chicken, Chef Walter 
spoke about the customs and foods 
of the Jews in Italy. He is working 
on a book, which he is calling "19 
Ghettos, the Food and Life ofJews 
in Italy." 

Shoppers snacked on the kosher 
food. 

FOR THE TEMPLE BETH-EL 

·•· 
·,{;OF,:.BRISKET 

SUNDA: • Q G>"iJ . · · 
·.,:,'W:oo . ..,., :oi:5'<::r:M. 

TEMPLE BETH'"'EL MEETING HALL 
70 ORCHARD AVENUE, PROVIDENCE, RI 02906 

CFI .FRRITY JUDGES JOAN NATHAN. ANITA SOLOMON. DONNA DURE 
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The intersection of Shahhat and politics 
U.S. Senator Joseph 
Lieberman reflects 

BY J ACOB KAMARAS 

JointMediaNews Service A THE MOST promi
nent Shabbat observer 
on Capitol Hill, many 
£United States Senator 

Joseph Lieberman's toughest deci
sions have gone beyond the scope of 
legislation. 

In 2010, the Connecticut Demo
crat broke Shabbat to speak on the 
phone with United States Senator 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and try 
to dissuade him from withdrawing 
support for the American Energy 
Act. 

On a Saturday in 1991, he fully 
participated in the debate and vote 
on a resolution authorizing the war 
against Saddam Hussein. 

Yet, in 1988, Lieberman pre
taped his acceptance speech for a 
Democratic U.S. Senate nomina
tion, rather than traveling to the 
convention on the day of rest. 

Lieberman describes these con
flicts and others in his new book, 
"The Gift of Rest: Rediscovering 
the Beauty of the Sabbath," (pub
lished by Howard Books, a division 
of Simon & Schuster, Inc., in con
junction with OU Press, in August 
2011). 

In a telephone interview with 
JointMedia News Service, Lieber
man said, "Some of the decisions 
I've been asked to make are unique. 

"Probably no one else ever had to 
decide whether to pick up Lindsey 
Graham's phone call on Shabbat 
about the climate change legisla
tion." 

RESOLVING CONFLICTS 

Lieberman, who stood on the 
doorstep of the vice presidency in 
2000, broke new ground by balanc
ing Shabbat observance with a U.S. 
Senate career. 

"I'd go back now and say that I'd 
rather not have to make those deci
sions in the sense that I'd rather be 
observing Shabbat with my family 
in the traditional way," Lieberman 
said. "But I understand that the 
privileges I've been given to be in 
public office also involve responsi
bilities that also sometimes conflict 
with Shabbat, so I've got to do the 
best I can to reconcile those con
flicts." 

Rather than receiving a psak, or 
ruling, on when he could violate 
Shabbat for professional reasons, 
Lieberman said that he consulted 
with Rabbi Barry Freundel of 
the Kesher Israel congregation in 
Washingron, D.C., for guidelines 
on "the considerations I should 
take into account when faced with 
a decision." 

Freundel suggested a "hierarchy 
of ways" of getting to Capitol Hill 
on Shabbat based on "the urgency 
and consequences" of Lieberman's 
participating in legislative activ
ity. The hierarchy included walk
ing (thereby not violating Shabbat), 
using a pre-purchased train ticket, 
having a non-Jewish staff member 
drive Lirberman, or Lieberman 
driving hlmself if "there was no 
alternative and the consequence 
of not going to the Capitol would 
greatly affect human life or national 
security," the senator writes. 

Lieberman told JointMedia 
News Service that, "These are not 
easy calls, and I don't make them 
with any sense of self-righteous-

Binder's hook is 
'Stories for Peace' 

PROVIDENCE - "Stories for 
Peace," a collection of stories and 
essays about resolving conflict and 
handling bullies, has been released 
by Mark Binder. According to 
a recent release, this collection, 
10 years in the making, includes 

•stories for Peace, Resolving 
Conflicts/Handling Bullies• 
September 2011 
ISBN: 978-0-9824707-4-9 

olutions, 
provides no easy answers. A 
free discussion guide for parents 
and teachers can be downloaded 
at http://lightpublications.com/ 
peace/ 

ness, but I overall feel that I've been 
in this position [as a senator], that 
I've got to err on the side of fulfill
ing my responsibility to the com
munity." 

Freundel said in a phone inter
view with JointMedia News Ser
vice that if Lieberman had asked 
him for a specific ruling on these 
matters, "then I think he'd feel 
bound by anything I said, and then 
you get to the rabbi sort of running 
the politician's life, and he didn't 
want that." 

"Going to war or,something like 
that would be different than the 
healthcare bill, although both of 
them affect people's lives, even to 
the point of life and death," Freun
del said. 

These decisions were far different 
for Lieberman, due to his status, 
than they would have been for an 
ordinary citizen, said Freundel. 

Lieberman told Joint
Media Service that if he 
had been elected vice 
president in 2000, the 
intersection of Shabbat 
and his professional life 
"would have been dif
ferent." 

"I know that I would 
have, at a minimum, had 
to have a daily intelli
gence briefing," Lieber
man said. 

become a rabbi himself. Asked by 
JointMedia News Service ifhe ever 
seriously considered it, Lieberman 
said "I did think about it, I talked 
to my parents about it. 

"As I got older and I was par
ticularly affected by Qohn F.] Ken
nedy's election and presidency, I 
became increasingly focused on 
public service as a life career." 

Having recently announced his 
intention to retire, Lieberman said 
of his post-politics career, "I don't 

"1 don't make [these ca11s] with any 
sense of self-righteousness." 

THE BENEFITS OF 

SHABBAT 

The benefits of Shah-
bat have sometimes 

been incidental for Lieberman. He 
writes that when a newspaper once 
surveyed members of Congress on 
"Do you ever buy your wife flow
ers?" and a reporter followed up 
by asking him "How often?" he 
answered "every week," according 
to the Jewish tradition of having 
flowers on the Shabbat table. The 
ensuing article nominated Lieber
man as one of the most romantic 
members of Congress. 

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

Lieberman - who in the book 
quotes Talmud, his rabbinical men
tors such as Menachem Genack 
of the Orthodox Union and Chief 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks of the 
United Kingdom and other Jewish 
sources - writes that his child
hood rabbi in Stamford, Conn., 
Joe Ehrenkranz, "urged" him to 

have any clear idea at this point, 
and frankly I'm enjoying not having 
a clear idea of what I'm going to do 
after I leave the Senate in January 
2013." 

As for how Shabbat will play 
out after his time in the Senate, 
Lieberman said he looks forward 
to spending more time with chil
dren and grandchildren and doesn't 
envision "similar public responsi
bilities that will intervene." Lieber
man's book, therefore, puts a ribbon 
on this chapter of his life. 

"For the non-observant Jews 
or non-Jews who are reading it, I 
wanted to make clear that Jewish 
law and tradition understands that 
it's the underlying values ofShabbat 
[that matter] - remembering the 
Sabbath and to keep it holy because 
it was the day of creation, and hon
oring life, and that life ultimately 
comes ahead oflaw, if they come in 
conflict," he said. 

Jacob Kamaras is the editor-in-chief 
of JointMedia News Service. 

It's 'NEAT' to study chemistry 
ON THURSDAY, Sept. 

22, Shifra Schect
man, from left, Esther 

Basya Raskin, center, and Ronit 
Stukalov, all New England 
Academy of Torah High School 

wwwjvhri.org 

honors chemistry students, 
study the laws of conservation of 
mass and conservation of energy 
by evaluating the properties of 
an exothermic reaction between 
a solution of calcium chloride, 

which 
prepared, 
aluminum. 

they 
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Provocative works from a 
film school in Jerusalem 
A new paradigm 

for Israeli films and 
television shows 

Bv RACHEL MARDER 

JointMedia News Service 

TIE MA'ALEH School 
f Television, Film and 
he Arts maintains an 
nassuming presence in 

an ultra-Orthodox neighborhood 
outside Jerusalem's Old City. It 
offers little hint of the enormous 

· creativity and talent that exist 
within its walls. 

Films from this school are any
thing but somber. Provocative, jolt
ing and honest to the core, Ma'aleh 
students delve into taboo topics: 
rape,-homosexuality in the yeshiva, 
and divorce between an Orthodox 
couple, among others. 

Ma'aleh started out in the Israeli 
film industry 22 years ago with the 
intention of giving voice to film
makers with traditionilly held 
Jewish views. Today, 60-70 percent 
of Ma'aleh 's student body is reli
gious, and the faculty is a secular 
to religious mix of experts in their 
field. 

Ma'aleh has been at the forefront 
of tackling Israeli society's percep
tions of the Orthodox, difficult 
political and religious issues in 
Israeli society and the ways Israeli 
Jews confront challenges in their 
lives. Before Ma'aleh came along, 
portrayals of religious Jews on 
Israeli TV and in films was always 
the same, said Einat Kapach, 
Ma'aleh's director of international 
relations and special projects: rabbis 
with black beards dealing with 
halak.hic issues, quoting verses and 
talking down to people, and never 
dealing with normal life issues. 

"Religious people were presented 
as people who had problems with 
halak.hah Uewish law]," Kapach · 
said. To solve the problems, char
acters needed to give up trying to 
make religion work and become 
secular. This one-dimensional ste
reotype gave little space to religious 
Jews eager to confront their chal
lenging beliefs without rejecting 
the whole system, let alone space 
for normalizing religious Jews by 
showing them look for love, serve in 
the army and fight with their par
ents. 

"I believe Ma'aleh broke this 
gap," Kapach said. "We were doing 
something unusual . .. something 
that has changed Israeli culture." 

School rules prohibit students 
from showing nudity, hard-core 
violence or vulgarity. Harold 
Berman, Ma'aleh's development 
director, said that enables anyone to 
watch the films, while pushing the 
filmmaker in his or her creativity 
to hint at disturbing events. When 
you take away images and words 
designed for shock value, the films 
become about the issues themselves, 
Berman said. 

Authenticity in such films as 
"And Thou Shalt Love," the story 
of a young man in yeshiva who is in 
love with his study partner, comes 
from the fact that the director, 
Ma'aleh graduate Chaim Elbaum, 
had a similar experience, having 
realized he was gay and feeling 
unsure of his place in the religious 
world. Elbaum won first prize in the 
drama competition at Jerusalem's 
2008 Jewish Film Festival. 

"Students are not afraid to talk 
about themselves," Kapach said. 
"[They] raise questions that 10 to 15 
years ago people in Israeli TV and 
film didn't dare to speak about." 

"Barriers" by Golan Rise, is this 
year's first-prize winner for the best 
short film at Jerusalem's Film Fes
tival. 

Centered around a checkpoint 
station between the West Bank 
and Israel, the film focuses on the 
series of ethical questions that Uri, 
a young officer in charge, must 
face. A Palestinian mother and her 
young diabetic daughter approach 
the checkpoint in a bare ambulance, 
begging Uri to let them through to 
an Israeli hospital. The other sol
diers on duty are skeptical of the 
story, and Uri is unsure, as he has 
received warnings about a suicide 
bomber who intends to enter Jeru
salem that very day. 

"1 think all the [past] 
political movies 

show one way to 
look, one point of 

view; 1 tried to 
make a complicated 

point of view." 

Meanwhile, Uri's mother, a 
human rights activist, arrives to film 
the Palestinians being demeaned 
waiting in line to cross, and is 
shocked to find her son in charge. 
After many anxiety-filled moments, 
Uri lets the ambulance pass, which 
provides the distraction for a man 
with a bomb to blow himself up, 
killing the Russian soldier on duty. 

"I tried to create the complicated 
reality," Rise said. "I think all the 
[past] political movies show one way 
to look, one point of view; I tried to 
make a complicated point of view." 

This generation of young Israe
lis is different from previous gen
erations. While his parents are sure 
of right and wrong and have clear 
political opinions, Rise, 33, said his 
peers struggle with the gray areas. 

Rise chose to study at Ma' aleh 
because its teachers gave him a 
"unique" space that embraces com
plexity. He describes the school's 
approach: "We give you the tools, 
the space, the teachers. Just do 
what's in your heart." 

Visit maale. co. ii for more informa
tion and to watch segments of films. 

ISRAEL 
Alliance funds help survivors 

of sexual assault 
Support services 

benefit women in 
Af ula Gilboa region 

BY NA CY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Help is only a 

■ phone call away for 
sexual assault survi-
vors in Israel. Dial 
or tap 1202 in Israel 
and one is automat
ically connected to 

the closest rape crisis center. Israel's 
10 rape crisis centers are all part of 
a national network, said Dr. Shira 
Sanders, resource coordinator of 
the Rape Crisis Center (Center), 
who was in Rhode Island recently 
to meet with Alliance staff to report 
on project outcomes and to talk to a 
small group at the Alliance's Com
munity Relations Council. 

Despite working in a difficult 
environment - counseling and 
supporting survivors of sexual 
violence and treating juvenile sex 
offenders-she's effervescent, witty 
and whip-smart. She explained 
what the Center does and how 
the Alliance's Annual Commu
nity Campaign contributions and 
grants from the Women's Alliance 
Endowment Fund support pro
grams at the Center's Valley Out
reach and Support Project. That 
project, serving women in the 
under-served "Valley Communi
ties" including Afula and Gilboa, 
offers resources to survivors of 
sexual assault like those offered at 
the Center. 

Established in 1979 and serving 
an area of some 1,000,000 people, 
the Center is Israel's second oldest 
such center; its focus, and that of its 
Valley Outreach and Support Proj
ect, is three-fold, Sanders said. 

SUPPORTING SURVIVORS 

All resources are free, said Sand
ers, and they include a volunteer
staffed round-the-dock hotline; a 
lawyer on staff for legal consulta
tions; and a maximum of three indi
vidual meetings with a survivor for 
support, consultation and referrals, 
if needed. In addition, someone 
from the Center will accompany a 
survivor to the police station, the 
hospital and court proceedings, so 
that she is not alone throughout the 
criminal justice process. 

F uncling constraints forced the 
discontinuation (hopefully tempo
rary) of support groups in the Haifa 
area and required staff to take a 
forced 40-hour unpaid vacation last 
year. 

Sanders shared a poem that the 
Center received from a survivor. It 
reads, in part, 

"From each one of you I learned 
and recognized parts that are not in 
me 

And mostly to let go ... 
Mostly I learned that something 

else is possible 

wwwjvhri.org 

/Nancy Kirsch 

SHIRA SANDERS 

If only alone we could find the 
imagined together 

We will empower and grow to a 
more smiling reality 

Every day anew . .. " 

P REVENTION 

The Center offers programs for 
elementary, middle and high school 
student; gitls at risk are offered up 
to 10 sessions on mutually respect
ful relationships, assertiveness, 
communications skills and their 
right to say no. 

The Center holds programs in 
workplaces - as Israel has strong 
policies against sexual harassment 
in the workplace, said Sanders - the 
military and for parents. 

TRAINING 

The Center provides trammg 
for psychologists, nurses, doctors, 
police and other professionals who 
are likely to encounter survivors of 
sexual assault as part of their work. 
Sanders said, "Police used to ask, 
Wasn't it [the rape] because of what 
she was wearing?'" Little wonder, 
then, that so few women reported 
assaults or rapes. The Center dis
tributes cards with 1202 on them; 
now, police will ask a woman if she 
wants to call 1202 for help, said 
Sanders. 

The Center has an annual budget 
of S300,000; Sanders said that the 

Alliance's contributions go directly 
to programs for survivors at the 
Valley Outreach and Support Proj
ect, with no allocation for overhead 
expenses. The Alliance's Annual 
Community Campaign has sup
ported the Valley Outreach and 
Support Center with a Sl0,000 
allocation each year for the past 
several years and the Women's Alli
ance annually contributes nearly 
Sl,000 for one woman to partici
pate in its support group. 

A native ofTeaneck, N.J., Sand
ers made aliyah in 1992, after 
earning a doctorate in clinical 
psychology. The Center's resource 
coordinator (a half-time position), 
she is also a group therapist for juve
nile sex offenders and a member of 
Northern Israel's parole board. 

The mother of three daughters, 
Sanders first volunteered at the 
Center, after a wrenching commu
nity experience. A boy babysitter, 
Sanders and others learned, had 
been sexually abusing girls. "There 
were people who supported him 
and his family and . . . others who 
supported the girls and their moth
ers." The girls' families all left the 
area, and the boy went to jail. "If 
I'm doing this [helping as a volun
teer]," said Sanders, "other people 
are doing it, too. I can protect my 
children." 

Of the Alliance, Sanders said, 
"The people of this [Alliance] 
should be proud of their contribu
tions. Our success is your success. 
It's not an ATM - you're asking 
questions, you're involved; people 
should know that you have a great 
[Alliance] here." 

Asked how she stays so upbeat, 
Sanders said, "I don't get depressed. 
If I'm doing something, it's worth 
it." 

For more information about the 
Haifa Rape Crisis Center's Valley 
Outreach and Support Project, contad 
Minna Ellison at 421-4111 or melli
son@shalomri.org. 

Children have the right to say 'no' 
BY NANCY KrnsCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

THE MOTHER of 
three girls who holds a 
octorate in psychology 

and works with both sexual assault 
perpetrators and survivors, Shira 
Sanders has advice for parents. 

The best way to protect your 
child from alcohol, drugs, sexual 
abuse is to have a good relationship 
with him or her. Then, if some
thing bad does happen, your child 
is more likely to tell you. 

For parents who fear scaring 
their children with talk about 
sexual abuse, Sanders recommends 
explanatory discussions when their 
children are young. Parents can 
cahnly explain to children about 
private parts of their body, "good 
touching" and "bad touching" and 
their right to say "no." That right to 

say "no," said Sanders, absolutely 
should extend to requests - or 
demands - that they kiss or hug 
a relative. Let kids have as much 
control as is safe and appropriate -
let them wear mismatched clothes 
to school, for example, and let them 
say "no" to you. 

A parent may not be able to pre
vent the first experience of abuse, 
"but it can always be prevented the 
second time," said Sanders. 

How do you build good relation
ship with your children? 

When they come home from 
school, ask about their day and 
actually listen, pay attention, 
she said. Of an upbeat account, 
respond with "I'm so glad, thank 
you for sharing that." If the news is 
bad, offer these words, "I'm so glad 
you told me about that. How can I 
help? How do you fee.I about what 
happened?" 
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NATION 

THE PROPOSED NATIONAL of t he Jewish people 

Will D.C. have a national 
Jewish museum? 

Possibility of 
exploring religion, 

tradition and culture 
in one new site 

B Y AARON LEillEL 

WASHINGTON (Washington 
Jewish Week) - Washington, D.C. 
needs a major national museum of 
the Jewish people - at least that's 
what a group of local heavy hitters 
and international Jewish celebrities 
believes. They have been trying for 
more than five years to get that 
museum built, and a decision this 
fall will determine their success. 

"Given Washington's role as a 
pilgrimage point for Americans 
and an international audience, and 
given that the major museum in 
Washington associated with Jews 
is the United States Holocaust 
Museum, I feel the other aspects 
of Jewish life - religion, tradition 
and culture - need to be explored 
for that tremendous audience," 
said Ori Soltes, former curator of 
the city's B'nai B'rith Klutznick 
Museum. 

Led by Soltes, the group includes 
Nobel Prize laureate Elie Wiesel, 
violinist ltzhak Perlman and 
members of the Snyder (Washing
ton Redskins football) family of 
Potomac, Md., which will contrib
ute music memorabilia for a wing 
of the proposed National Museum 
of the Jewish People (nmotjp.org). 

Whether that museum will be 
built is in the hands of the General 
Services Administration (GSA), 
which administers federal proper
ties, including the District's O ld 
Post Office, a 112-year-old facility. 
Prodded by a cost-conscious Con
gress anxious to rid itself of unde
rutilized federal properties that 
add to the deficit - the Old Post 

Office currently houses some 450 
federal employees and loses about 
$5 million annually in operating 
costs - and authorized by the Old 
Post Office Redevelopment Act of 
2008, the GSA issued a request for 
proposals to redevelop the site on 
Pennsylvania Avenue between the 
White H ouse and the Capitol. 

Several groups, including one 
led by Soltes, have submitted pro
posals; a decision is expected in 
November. 

"l feel the other 
aspects of Jewish 

life - religion, 
tradition and 

culture - need to 
be explored." 

The Soltes group is partnering 
with H yatt H otels, which would 
turn the Old Post Office into a 
luxury hotel while the museum 
would be located on the space cur
rently occupied by the glass annex, 
which would be torn down. The 
group has no plans for an alterna
tive site. 

Soltes, the Goldman professo
rial lecturer in theology and fine 
arts at Georgetown University, is 
excited that Daniel Libeskind -
whose work includes the Jewish 
Museum Berli n, the Danish 
Jewish Museum in Copenhagen 
and the W ohl Centre at Bar-Ilan 
University in Israel - has designed 
the project. 

"H is enthusiasm for this project 
is boundJess" because it is his first 
Washington-based project, Soltes 
said. "I'm thrilled with the design 
because it will be not only be an 
architectural marvel enhancing 

that area of Pennsylvania Avenue, 
but also will work well as a museum 
and as a Jewish museum." 

The planned museum will 
encompass about 100,000 square 
feet on four floors with garden 
areas, an atrium and space for con
ferences. 

There will be rotating exhibits 
and a permanent space devoted to 
subjects such as antiquities, Juda
ica, art, music, medicine, science 
and sports. 

There also will be technology 
to enhance those areas, including, 
for example, the ability to walk 
around a holograph reproduction 
of important buildings designed 
by Jewish architects such as the 
Jewish Museum Berlin or Frank 
Gehry's Guggenheim Museum 
Bilbao (Spain); an interactive dis
play in which to play a game of 
chess against Bobby Fischer; and 
the chance to hit a computerized 

Explore Inspire Escape 

Luli 
782 Hope Street, Providence 

Next to Citizens Bank 
Facebook Lul, Bouttque 

401 -3694332 
lullbout1que com 
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DANIEL LIBESKIND 

Sandy Koufax fast-ball. 
Soltes says he is excited by the 

possibilities that technology offers 
in a museum, but also is aware 
of its drawbacks. The overuse of 
technological enhancements "can 
get in the way of the audience" 
understanding what the museum 
is offering, he said. H e believes the 
museum won't be plagued by that 
kind of error. 

Raising money for the project 
has been a "Catch-22 situation," he 
said. "People are reluctant to open 
their pocketbooks until the GSA 

decides, and the GSA decision 
will in part depend on the amount 
of money raised and the potential 
to raise the amount needed." 

His group has raised about 
$500,000. For the building and to 
establish an endowment to allow 
free entrance, the amount needed 
could be more than $100 million. 

Soltes says the project is "unique" 
as it combines a nonprofit and for
profit project; for that reason, he 
is confident that GSA will choose 
his proposal. 

Solid K9 Training 
Real World at Home Dog Training for Life 

With Award-Winning, Nationally Known 
Dog Trainer Jeff Gellman 

401.527.6354 Jeff@So1idK9Training.com 
Webinars Every Wednesday Night from 9-10 pm 

See News and Events link online al 
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What Would Jeff Do? 
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A remarkable visit to a grandmother's hometown 

A trip to Poland 
brings writer closer 

to her roots 

BY EVE STIEGLITZ 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

A uthor's N ote: Ibis article is based 
on a blog I wrote while traveling to 
Poland with my parents this past 
August. It was my first trip to Poland 
and was very meaningful to me as 
the granddaughter of Holocaust sur
vivors who were born in Poland. 

My VISIT TO 
Poland was long 
overdue. 

In April 2002, 
when I was a high school student, 
I was scheduled to participate in 
the New England Region March 
of the Living program. Because of 
the intifada that was taking place 
in Israel, the trip to Poland and 
Israel was canceled. So, when my 
parents decided to visit my mater
nal grandmother's birthplace in 
Ryman6w, Poland to attend a spe
cial event commemorating the liq-

uidation of the Ryman6w ghetto, I 
decided to join them. 

I learned that my grandmother 
and her family had lived in a villa
style house at 1 Wola St., right 
off the main road . Her father (my 
great-grandfather) owned two dif
ferent shops, one in the Rynek in 
the center of town and the other 
in a shopping center not far from 
Ryman6w. 

We were able to see the site of 
the house in which my grand
mother grew up, but unfortu
nately, the actual house that she 
and her family lived in no longer 
exists; the Germans destroyed it 
during World War II. Today, a 
multi-family apartment building 
stands in its place. A few other 
buildings from the pre-war period 
still stand, including the school my 
grandmother attended. 

We traveled to Poland to partic
ipate in the "Friends of Ryman6w" 
program. Attendees included 
descendants of former Jewish 
inhabitants, children and grand
children of descendants, and cur
rent residents of Ryman6w who 
wanted to learn more about their 
town's history and culture. In 

/ Eve Stieglitz 

EVE STIEGLITZ visits her grandmother's hometown, 
Ryman6w, in Poland. 

/Eve Stieglitz 

From left, Eve's cousins Yoram Tamari and Neora Tamari , Eve Stieglitz, Eve's mother Varda Stieglitz, 
Eve's father Ezra Stieglitz and her cousins Vered Klein and Dorit Medina. 

addition to my family, others came 
from foreign countries, including 
the United States, Israel and Swit
zerland. Everyone was so friendly 
that we all bonded very quickly. 

The theme of this year's reunion 
was "A Hasidic Wedding in 
Ryman6w." It was an unbeliev
able sight - a reenactment of a 
Hasidic wedding outside the old 
synagogue. There was a huppah, 

wwwjvhri.org 

the canopy held over the bride and 
groom; the groom was wearing a 
kittel, a wedding garment, and a 
bride wore a beautiful wedding 
gown. A klezmer band enter
tained the crowd. It was exciting to 
see hundreds of townspeople gath
ered in the courtyard to observe 
this wedding re-enactment, which 
included a Hasidic badhan, jester; 
and Mendy Cahan, a well-known 

Israeli singer, came to narrate and 
explain the ceremony. As Cahan 
explained the rituals, Michal 
Lorenc, an event organizer, trans
lated his commentary into Polish. 

A huge reproduction of the 
ketubbah, the wedding contract, 
translated into Polish, was promi
nently displayed so that the "wed
ding guests" could read it and sign 
it as witnesses. It was amazing 
to revisit the sights and sounds of 
Jewish life in a town that no longer 
has a Jewish presence. 

After the wedding ceremony, 
guests were offered horse-and
carriage rides to tour the town. 
Ryman6w is historically signifi
cant to Jews as it was the home of 
Tzaddik Rav Menachem Mendel, 
a famous rabbi who established a 
dynasty there. Jews from around 
the world go on pilgrimages to 
Ryman6w on his yahrtzeit to pray 
and put kvitls, or messages, on 
his grave. We visited the Jewish 
cemetery where Rav Menachem 
Mendel is buried and placed a kvitl 
on his grave. 

Several Polish citizens orga
nized this program. Not only did 
they volunteer to organize this 
annual event, these remarkable 
people also take care of the Jewish 
cemetery. 

This memorable visit left me 
with a better understanding of my 
family history and what life was 
like in a Polish shtetl. I have really 
fallen in love with this small, pic
turesque shtetl and can't wait to 
return to Rymanov some day. 

Eve Stieglitz, originally from 
Providence, is an executive recruiter 
specializing in Digital Media for AC 
Lion in Manhattan. Contact her at 
Eve.Stieglitz@gmail.com. 
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Salvador Dali exhibit instructs and enlightens 
Full crowd learns 
of exhibits Rhode 
Island connections 

BY D AV ID LONDON 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

H UNDREDS OF 
students, faculty 
and loca l Jewish 
community mem

bers swarmed into Brown RISD 
Hillel's Glenn and D arcy W einer 

■ Center on the 
even ing of Thurs-
day, Sept. 22, for 
the opening of a 
spectacular show 
of Salvador Dali 

lithographs entitled, "Aliyah: 
The Rebirth oflsrael." 

The owners of the collection, 
fo rmer Brown Judaic Studies 
P rofessor David Blumenthal and 
his wife Ursula, were on hand to 
introduce the show. Speaking to 
a full house in Hillel's Goldfarb 
Social Hall, D avid Blumenthal 
described how Dali received a 
commission from a New York 
publishing house tc create a 
series of paintings to com
memorate the 20th anniversary 
of the founding of the State of 
Israel in 1968. The 25 completed 
works were first displayed at the 
Hunting to n H artford Museum 
in N ew York City, and t hen auc
tioned for the benefit of Israel 
Bonds. Dali then produced just 
250 signed and numbered sets of 
colored l ithographs taken from 
the original paintings. 

With great emotion, David 
Blumenthal said that Ursula 
(proudly beaming in the front 
row), bought one of those sets of 
lithographs a lmost 30 years later 
as a remembrance of their fir st 
date. What was their first date? 
A trip in 1968 to New York City 
to see the original showing of 
the D ali paintings! 

The Blumenthals, motivated 
by a major Dali exhibition at the 
High Museum of Art in Atlanta, 
decided to hold the first show
ing of their prints at the Marcus 
Hillel Center at Emory Univer
sity, where David Blumenthal 
has taught since leaving Brown 
in 1976. The show was such a 
success, that the couple decided 
to make the collection ava ilable 
fo r tour, and Marshall Einhorn, 
executive director of the Brown 
RISD Hillel, spotting the offer 
on the International Hillel Web 
site , contacted them immedi
ately. 

"Beshert" is Einhorn's descrip
tion of discovering the Blu
menthals' Brown University 
and Rhode Island connec
t ions. Given the popularity of 
and enthusiasm for the show at 
Brown RISD Hillel , it should be 
no surpri se that the lithographs 
are scheduled to go from here on 
a national tour. Brown Univer
sity's Creative Arts Council was 

the lead sponsor in bringing the 
show here , and the Jewish A lli-

"Da1i was a very 
serious artist." 

ance of Greater Rh ode Island, 
the Consulate General of Israel 
to New England, and the Cogut 
Center for the Humanities and 
the Program in Judaic Stud-

ALIYAH 
THE REBIRTH 
OF ISRAEL 
BY SALVADOR DALI 

DR. ELLIOTT KING, left, Professor David and Ursula Blumenthal 
at the Dali luncheon presentation on Friday, Sept. 23. 

/ Toby London 

THRONGS OF PEOPLE - students, seniors and members of the community - came to see the Dali exhibit /Brown RISO Hillel 

at Brown RISO Hillel on Thursday, Sept. 22. 

ies - both of Brown University 
- as well as several anonymous 
donors were co-sponsors of the 
event. 

Dr. Elliott King, assis
tant professor of art history at 
Rhodes College in M emphis, 
Tenn., a noted D ali schola r and 
guest curator of the Dali show 
in Atlanta, followed David 
Blumenthal's introduction and 
history. King discussed the col
lection in relationship to Dali's 
controversial and much debated 

career. 
Noting that "Dali was a very 

serious artist," Ki ng challenged 
the audience to "get past the 
'googly' eyes and the mustache ." 
King explai ned that Dali had 
done extensive research to pre
pare for such a weighty commis
sion . Illustrating his theme with 
slides, he discussed the depth of 
the historic references and the 
attention to detail which Dali 
incorporated into the series. 

On Friday, Sept. 23, King and 

wwwjvhri.org 

the Blumenthals participated 
in a luncheon discussion about 
Dali and the show with Brown 
and RISD Hillel st udents; 
Thomas Banchoff, a Brown Uni
versity professor of mathemat
ics, joined the group. Banchoff 
had a relationship with D ali 
that incorporated his work in 
geometry. One of the students 
at the discussion, Julia Shube, 
Brown '14, said that three 
branches of her family in M ont
ville, N .J. each owned one of the 

lithographs. Before she saw the 
show, she "had no idea" that the 
three Dali lithographies were 
connected to one another as part 
of such an historic suite . 

The Dali show will be open 
to the public at the Brown RISD 
Hillel, 80 Brown St., Providence, 
until Oct. 31, during regular 
center hours. 

For more information, ca/1863-
2805 or visit www.brownrisd. 
hillel.org. 
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Congregation Beth Sholom welcomes new rabbi 

Everything fresh 
for Rabbi Barry 
Dolinger - a new 

career, a new 
marriage and 
a new home 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In his "spare 
time" - when he wasn't reading 
law books for evening law school 
classes at Fordham, reading Torah 
and Talmud for his rabbinical 
school classes at Yeshiva Uni
versity or preparing for his wed
ding to Naomi Baine - did Barry 
Dolinger adopt Aristotle's quote, 
"Change in all things is sweet" as 
his philosophy? 

During the years before and after 
he became a bar mitzvah, Rabbi 
Dolinger's interest in Judaism 
grew, fostered in part by his close 
relationship with the synagogue 
rabbi. A public school student 
and active in USY, he attended 
University of Pennsylvania where 
he majored in political science. 
Although law school was always 
on his horizon, he credits "an 
early life crisis" with his decision 
to take a year off after graduating 
from college; during that year, he 
studied at Netiv Aryeh, a yeshiva 
in Jerusalem. 

Rather than choose one path or 
the other, Rabbi Dolinger went for 
both, studying Torah and Talmud 
by day and contracts and torts by 
night! 

He was then, he said, so com
mitted to practicing as a lawyer 
that he felt that the career semi
nars offered at Yeshiva University 
felt like a waste of time. 

that the synagogue will grow in 
membership (currently about 70 
families), though he is pleased 
that a number of new young fami
lies have joined the synagogue. 
He is delighted that so many lay 
leaders, especially Alan Krinsky, 
the current president of the syna
gogue, contribute so much to Beth 
Sholom. 

On a personal basis, he'd like to 
promote a more activist and rel
evant approach to Modern Ortho
dox Judaism so that it might offer 
a more meaningful religious expe
rience for Jews in their everyday 
lives. 

Admitting to being "a little 
nervous" about the upcoming 
High Holy Day sermons, Rabbi 
Dolinger also said, "I'm more 
excited and eager than I am ner
vous; it's the kind of crowd that 
doesn't make you too nervous." 

Not only did he simultaneously 
attend and recently graduate from 
rabbinical school and law school, 
he also married Baine, whom he 
met when they were undergradu
ates at the University of Pennsyl
vania. There's more to add to this 
trifecta of change: They recently 
moved form New York to the East 
Side of Providence, where Rabbi 
Dolinger is the new rabbi at Con
gregation Beth Sholom, a Modern 
Orthodox shul. 

Rabbinical school, he said, 
offered him an opportunity 
to acquire the knowledge and 
"secrets" that other rabbis held. "I 
had a slight interest [then] in being 
a congregational rabbi [although] I 
didn't think it was a career path I 
would take. I was learning for my 
own edification," he said. 

RABBI BARRY DOLINGER 

A youthful looking 25 (but what 
25-year-old doesn't look youth
ful?), he expressed appreciation 
that people haven't hesitated to 
come to him to talk. "I may be 
lacking some of the life experi
ences I have and I am conscious 
of that, but it hasn't inhabited my 
relationships." 

Change seems to come easily to 
this young man, who, at age 25, 
is decades younger than many of 
his congregants. Originally from 
Long Island, he grew up with 
parents who only occasionally 
attended the Conservative syna
gogue to which they belonged. 

As time, experience and a tough 
job market worked their "change 
magic," he began to appreciate 
the potential lifestyle of a congre
gational rabbi, and decided to see 
what might happen by applying for 
legal and rabbinical positions. 

Eventually, after internships 
with Congregation Aderth-EI and 
Beth Din (a Jewish court), both in 

New York City, he realized that he 
might, after all, have something 
to offer as a rabbi. Initially, he had 
feared that his skills weren't strong 
enough, but then came to realize 
that he did have something to offer 
as a member of the clergy. 

Still awaiting the results of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
bar exams - which he took within 
hours of moving from New York to 
Providence, the newly wed rabbi is 
upbeat about Congregation Beth 
Sholom, calling the congregation 
"incredibly warm, friendly and 
supportive, with hints and tips and 

It's not too soon to reserve 
your space at the Temple Sinai 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo! 
This annual Expo is the perfect place to see new 
ideas in event planning and meet with caterers, 
banquet hall representatives and more! 

Booths reserved by October 6th receive 10% off 
of t heir ad in the October 14th Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
issue of The Jewish Voice & Hera ld. 

Sign up now and Save! 

The Jewish Voice & Herald is a proud sponsor of the 
annual Temple Sinai Bar/Bat Mitzvah Expo. 

wwwjvhri.org 

invitations to meals." 
His first Shabbat service as the 

congregation's rabbi was com
plicated. Tropical storm Irene 
delayed the couple's flight home 
from Israel, one of two countries 
that they visited on their honey
moon. 

Asked what goals, if any, he 
and the synagogue have, Rabbi 
Dolinger said that Congregation 
Beth Sholom is eager to improve 
the physical structure to make it as 
welcoming as possible to members 
and prospective members; stream
lining the decision-making pro
cess is another goal, as well. 

Improving the synagogue's 
prayer services so that they will 
be more meaningful and inspir
ing is another communal goal, 
and Rabbi Dolinger wants to work 
with lay leaders to help achieve 
that goal. 

Calling Providence a "great 
place for young Jewish families 
and others," Rabbi Dolinger hopes 

Providence, RI 02904 

401 -331 -6962 
www.jfsri.org 
info@jfsri.org 

He hears the occasional com
ment, "You're younger than we 
expected," but it hasn't impacted 
his rabbinical authority, said 
Rabbi Dolinger. "I hope that my 
youth and added energy will be an 
advantage." 

Noting the strength of the 
pastoral counseling curricu
lum at Yeshiva University, Rabbi 
Dolinger said, "While nothing 
can exactly prepare you [for life 
and death discussions], I am not 
without resources. I learn from 
them [my congregants] and they 
learn from me." 

Rabbi Dolinger can certainly 
provide firsthand advice about 
dealing with rejections - he talked 
of his mailbox being flooded with 
rejection letters from law firms! 

Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

• Personal Care 
• Light Housekeeping 
.Meal Prep 
• Medication 
reminders 

• Errands 

A non-sectarian program of Jewish Family Service, a partner 
agency of Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
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/Geo rge Goodwin 

THIS FIRE ENGINE hanukkiah was made in China; 
the paper mache masks were made in Haiti. 

Collecting and remembering 
Not a hoarder, but 
an avid creator of 

photo albums 

BY GEORGE M . GOODW IN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

S, I AM a techno
oglodyte. I don't know 
ow to use Facebook or 

Twitter, an iPod or an 
iPad. My dream of becoming the 
last Rhode Islander to purchase 
a cell phone came true this year. 
I don't care about high definition 
TV, never rent DVDs or play video 
games. My wife Betsey claims that 
the most advanced tool I can oper
ate is a fork. 

But I am not a Thoreau or an 
Isaiah, seeking essential mean
ings in a wilderness . Though I am 
devoted to learning, I surround 
myself with things - lots of beauti
ful things! 

My treasures include books and 

journals piled high in every room, 
paintings, sculptures, ceramics and 
carpets from around the world; 
children's art (our kids' and my 
own); furniture, china, and sil
verware that belonged to relatives; 
textiles, including needlework, 
made by relatives; letters, oral 
history recordings and genealogi
cal documents; hanukkiot, seder 
plates and a ketubbah; and favorite 
garments that no longer fit. I also 
delight in the wonderful Arts & 
Crafts bungalow that houses all 
these fabulous things and us. 

(I probably shouldn't mention 
many other items that adorn our 
small abode: A collection of 700 
refrigerator magnets, another col
lection of 150 coffee mugs and 
filing cabinets stuffed with clip
pings to be cited in footnotes.) 

Of course numerous family 
photos grace walls and shelves. A 
collection of approximately 20,000 
slides - remember those?- is stored 

COLLECTING, Page 25 

/George Goodwin 

THE CARVINGS WERE made in Oaxoca, Mexico, and the 
serigraph was made by Inuit in Canada. 
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"Tom and his team went above and 

beyond our expectations." 

Alyssa Holland Short, The Hive 

"Thomas is a resourceful, intelligent and 

highly motivated individual with the ambition 

and talent to contribute high-quality work in 

challenging circumstances. " 

Robert J. Palazzo, Senator 

"Tom is held in my highest regard. He is a 

serious. hands-on business man, who 

works diligently in his business every day " 

Harry Adler, President, Adler's Hardware 

Still not convinced? 
Call Tom Lopatosky and get a FREE estimate! 

866.86 LOPCO (56726) or 401 270.2664 or text LOPCO to 90210 

1nfo@lopcoContracting.com 

-~ ~ 
"Professional, Personable, Particular Painters" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG 11213) 1 • MAHI( f1 4~7 
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' Mutual Engineering • 
Service Co. 

A DIVISION Of THE PETRO GROUP 

want Comton? The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 

"IISA 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 

wwwjvhri.org 
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N aumkeag Stockbridge, Massachusetts 
BY J AMES R OSEN BEHG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

HE TERRACED 
gardens hold 

Berkshire vistas to 
their west and south. 

Last day of August, dry heat of 
late afternoon, 

The air is almost autumn. 

I pass the double hemlock 
hedge 

On my approach to the cast 
iron pagoda, 

Philosopher's stone, inscru
table. 

The long teak bench sits in 
shady silence 

At Ronde Pointe, as I tusn 
Towards a narrow ribbon of 

living waters, 
Flowing, fl owing down a brick 

runnel, 
Down, down into the secret 

stream 
That nourishes the soil beneath 

blue stairs 
Too steep, too deep for tired 

feet. 

The roses are red and white and 
yellow, 

Dressed in thorns, while pine 
green is the color 

Keeping cool a half hidden 
pool. 

Pass through the west wall at 
D evil's Screen: 

A fantasy of nine gingko trees, 
not unlike 

The ones my now dead father 
would point out to me 

During long-ago days of my 
New Jersey childhood. 

Up, up hard stone steps to the 
Chinese temple shrine, 

Where it is time, it is time to 
d ose my eyes 

So that I might see those 
mountains 

Which I am yet to climb. 

Moon Gate, perfect circle in 
the south wall, 

Through which I make my final 
exit 

And say good-bye. 

Rabbi James B. Rosenberg, rabbi 
emeritus at Temple Habonim, wrote 
this poem in September 2011. 

Lila Delman ~ Real Estate 
sttvce 19G°' 
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LESLIE GERNT 
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HOME & GARDEN 
Organic farmer leaves Alaska, 

returns to his home state of R.I. 
Farmer now a 
participant in 

Adamah Fellowship 
B Y VOICE & H EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

STEVE SH ERMAN 
wrote last year about life 
as the one and only Jewish 
organic farmer in Alaska. 

(As he is from Providence, his story, 
"From Providence to Alaska . . . who 
knew?" was perfect for ous H ome & 
Garden Issue of Sept. 17, 2010.) 

W e wanted to know if Sherman 
was still in Alaska; when we tracked 
him down, we discovered that he'd 
finished a season - a successful one, 

he said - with his business, Edible 
Backyard. 

After earning a diploma from 
M cGill University in May 2011, 
Sherman started his gardening ser
vice in Barrington. H e taught seven 
families to grow vegetables organi
cally in their own gardens. 

From September through 
D ecember, Sherman will partici
pate in the Adamah Fellowship 
at the Isabella Freedman Jewish 
Retreat Center in Falls Village, 
Connecticut. The Adamah Fellow
ship teaches sustainable agricultuse, 
spiritual practice, and community 
building to young Jewish adults. 

Sherman will keep us posted, 
from time to time, about his experi
ences with the fellowship. 

STEVE SHERMAN helps his neighbor Kathleen 
harvest potatoes from her garden. 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 
You need.financial planning 

Ameriprise e. r--

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 

24 Pettaconsett Ave 
Cranston, RI. 02920 

401.270.2197 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/daniel.a.gamm 

Come meet my team • A holistic approach 

Call u~ for a cnmplinwntar~ consultation 

The initial consultation provides an overview 
of financial planning concepts. 

You wi ll not receive written analysis and/or recommendations. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC 
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DIFFERENT iterations of family-owned store serve generations of Rhode Islanders 
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COLLECT THEM ALL! 

):~
·Audubon 

Salk's Hardware also sells plush birds that make realistic bird sounds. 

From Page 1 

one wonders whether its founder, 
H yman Salk, could have predicted 
that the business would continue 
for four generations. Today, Jeff 
Salk, H yman's great-grandson 
(and the son of Harold and Caro
lyn), owns two stores, Salk's H ard
ware and Marine (affiliated with 
Ace Hardware). The first store is 
in Warwick, with a newer facility 
in N orth Kingstown. 

On M onday, Sept. 19, Jeff, 53, 
and his father H arold, 79, remi
nisced about the origins of the 
business, which started in Rhode 
Island in 1900. This was after 
H arold's paternal grandparents, 
H yman and Elizabeth (or Liz, as 
she was also called), then living 
in N ew Jersey, were persuaded to 
move to Rhode Island by Eliza
beth 's sister. "There's a variety store 

for sale," she told them. 
Their first store, said H arold, 

was Salk's H ardware Variety, on 
the corner of Willard Avenue and 
Plain Street in South Providence, 
then a largely Jewish neighbor
hood. Samuel and Louis - Har
old's father and uncle, respectively 
- both worked in the family busi
ness. 

"Around 1916, my father came 
to Oakland Beach on a trolley 
car, with a baby carriage full of 
merchandise to sell ," said Harold. 
That was the Salk family's entree 
into W arwick; the followi ng year, 
they opened a store in the Oakland 
Beach area of Warwick. It was a 
community of farmers and fi sher
men, which drew a beach crowd 
in the summertime. H arold, like 
his son Jeff later on, worked in the 
business as a yoqth . 

SOMERSET 
(Closer than you think - only 15 minutes from Providence) 

The Jagolinzer Family 
Quality Automobiles for 3 Generations 

195 East • Exit 4, MA 
somersetautogroup.com 

800-495-533 7 Jeep 

FREE pick-up SUBARU 
and delivery available 

~ --.~~~~ i"':""illi'""1 

JEFF SALK POSES with Evan, 12, t he 2011 Rhode Island Champion for Children 's Miracle Network, 
on Friday, Sept. 23. Salk's Hardware helped with fundra ising for this initiative. 

For many years, H yman main
tained the South Providence store 
while Samuel ran the W arwick 
store. Around 1927, Samuel's 
brother Louis opened a second 
store in W arwick's C onimicut 
neighborhood; 22 years later, after 
H yman died , the brothers parted 
amicably, said H arold. 

Whether a shopper frequented 
"Salk's Hardware D epartment 

Store" in South Providence, or 
"Salk's W arwick D epartment 
Store" in W arwick, the merchan
dise was customer-oriented: gen
eral merchandise, pots and pans, 
clothing and chicken feed . 

SURVIVING CHALLENGES 

Unlike the recent tropical storm 
Irene, which was "good for busi
ness," said Jeff, harsh conditions 

from severe weather and World 
W ar I left their mark on the com
pany, as did the Great D epression. 
In the mid-1930s, Samuel moved 
the store to a new building around 
the corner, retaining the old build
ing for storage. The great hurri
cane of 1938, said Harold, washed 
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Jewish Community Day School of RI is a community school of families 
who are inspired by a range of Jewish identities and affiliations. 

• PRE-K THROUGH 5TB GRADE • C.AJUNG COMMUNITY • CHALLENGING CURRICULUM 

• DYNAMIC TEACHER/STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS • DU!L LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 

• FINANCIAL Am !VJUL!BLE 

We would Jove you to join us for .. . 
JCDSRI Parent Association Shabbat Dinner-November 18 

Zimriyah-Febrnary 16 
Gala-March 18 

Special Friends Day-May 11 
Beatie Torah/Art Show-JUDe (TBD) 

Alumni Reception@RI Kosher Chill Cook-Off-JUDe 10 
(We are the reigning cbarnps!) 

Graduation/End of Year Ceremony-June 15 

Visit our website: www.jcdsri.org 
Friend us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/JCDSRI 
For more info contact: 
Dina Adelsky- 401-751-24 70 x 16 or dadelsky@jcdsri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

~,.;,h community 
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To the world she is a soldier. 

To us, she is a friend, 
a sister, a daughter. 

HELP SUPPORT 

rr1orr 
: IIIII IS II Tll 101 rt-, l 

~- l"~llO l"~! '1'1' ~ -l-

the young men and women 
of Israel who defend the 
Jewish homeland 

WWW.FIDF.ORG 
617.559 .3600 

HOME & GARDEN 
A geographic move 
means a new school 

Finding the right fit 
BY NANCY AllESflA s 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDE CE - As "people of the book," 
Jewish parents emphasize the value of edu
cation for their children. When relocating, 
finding the right school can be challenging. 
Parents may be unfamiliar with the school 
system in their new location, and may not 
know anyone to ask for advice. The search 
may be even more daunting when they are 
looking for a Jewish day school. 

Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman, dean of Provi
dence Hebrew Day School (PHDS) and New 

England Academy ofTorah (NEAT), recom
mends parents begin an online search. "First, 
visit a school's Web site," he said. "Then call 
the school and come with your child for a visit 
- when school is in session." PHDS allows 
prospective students to visit for a half- or full
day as an opportunity to acclimate themselves 
to the school. PHDS is a pre-K through 
eighth grade Orthodox dual-curriculum day 
school; NEAT is PHDS' Orthodox, dual
curriculum girls' high school. 

Concurring with Rabbi Scheinerman, 
Irene 'Renee' Rudnick, head of school for the 
Jewish Community Day School of Rhode 
Island QCDSRI), emphasized the impor
tance of visiting a school in session. JCDSRI 
offers multi-denominational Jewish and gen
eral education for students in pre-K through 
fifth grade. 

"I advise parents to come in and tour the 
school. [They should] try to get a feel for 
the school when they visit," said Rudnick. 
"When they walk down the corridor, what 
does the school feel like? Are children happy 
and engaged?" Parents might think about 
these questions as they enter classrooms and 
observe what seems to engage teachers and 
students. 

At JCDSRI, student greeters welcome 
visitors to classrooms and explain what's hap
pening. "Our student greeters rotate," said 
Rudnick, "[which] speaks to the culture of 
the school." 

Do YOUR IJO~IEWORK 

What if a relocating family doesn't know 
of any Jewish day schools in the new commu
nity? Along with consulting the organizations 
listed below, a Google search "Jewish day 
schools in . .... " may be useful. And,. there's 
always Jewish geography - Rabbi Scheiner
man, Rudnick or other Jewish communal 
leaders here may know about the academic 
offerings in other communities. 

RAVSAK, a New York-based nonprofit 
organization promoting pluralistic, non
denominational Jewish education, which 
stands for "Reshet Batei Sefer K'hillati'im," or 

/Jeanne Bi shop 

RABBI PERETZ SCHEINERMAN 

etwork of Jewish Community Day Schools, 
works with more than 100 member schools 
across orth America. Visit www.ravsak. 
org and then search for Jewish day schools by 
state. 

Families searching for Orthodox day 
schools might consult a comprehensive 
resource called Torah u-Mesorah, the 
National Society for Hebrew Day Schools, at 
www.torah-umesorah.com. 

The Boston-based Partnership for Excel
lence in Jewish Education (PEJE), www.peje. 
org, also contains information for parents 
seeking Orthodox-oriented day schools. 

Yet another resource is the Association 
of Independent Schools of New England 
(AISNE), www.aisne.org, for information 
about private schools. 

T AKE NOTES 

Remember to bring your list of questions 
about a school when you visit, said Rabbi 
Scheinerman, who believes that every parent 
has questions about issues that are important 
to them. "A school is like a match, a shiddukh," 
said Rabbi Scheinerman. "As much as we are 
interviewing them [the parents and prospec
tive students], they are interviewing us." Rabbi 
Scheinerman always asks a child what he or 
she is looking for at a school. "Often what a 
child is looking for in a school is not the same 
as what their parents are looking for," said 
Rabbi Scheinerman. "This is especially true 
for older children, particularly teens." 

Consider these questions: 
• Is the school's ambience warm and child

centered? 
• What is the school's disciplinary philoso

phy? 
• If your child has special interests beyond 

academics - does the school offer relevant 
programs or after-school activities? 

• How do students score on national 
achievement tests? 

• Is there a college advising program and 
placement services at the high school level? 

• Are there opportunities for parents to 
become involved in the school? 

• Are there professional organizations with 
which the school is affiliated? 

Nancy Abeshaus, a faelance writer far 1he 
fewirh Voice & H erald, lives in South K ings
town. Contact her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

1he f ewirh Community Day School of R.l 
and the Providence Hebrew Day School are 
partner agencies ofthef ewirh Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Contact JCDSRI at wwwjcdsri.org or JJJ-
5327. Contact PHDS and NEAT at www. 
pbdschoolorg qr 751-2470. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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COLLECTING is a lifelong passion 

From Page 21 

in our attic. I took most of them 
to illustrate my art history lec
tur_es. Being a troglodyte, I never 
switched to PowerPoint, so I still 
use a slide projector. 

Unknown to most friends and 
visitors is another stratum of 
memories. Since Betsey and I met 
almost 30 years ago, I have been 
assembling photo albums, a pas
time inspired by my mother. Her 
forte was documenting travels. 
My father took pictures, but he 
didn't have enough patience for a 
perfect pose. (My twin brother 
and I have an excellent bar mitz
vah album, but this was the hand
iwork of a professional.) 

My own love of taking photos 
and assembling albums surely 
accelerated with the births of our 
children, Molly, 24, and Michael, 
23. I probably recorded every 
birthday party, every visit by 
grandparents, every departure to 
and return from summer camp 
and every graduation. But these 
occasions were only the obvious 
turning points. Indeed, having 
created more than 60 albums, I 
have depleted several manufac
turers' inventories. Even though 
Molly ~nd Michael are now living 
on theu own, I am still obsessed 
with photographs. For example 
during the past 12 months, I hav~ 
completed three more albums 
totaling some 450 pages - easil; 
1,500 images. I might add that I 
custom-design every page, often 
including ticket stubs, business 
cards, postcards and maps - even 
Chinese fortunes . 

So when and how will this col
lecting mania ever end? Having 
watched the TV show, "Hoard
ers," I think that those people 
are truly ill. I enjoyed E. L. Doc
torow's latest novel, "Homer & 
Langley," despite realizing that 
collecting can have fatal effects. 

Unfortunately, I have already 
foreseen my album-making fate. 

The last of my analog cameras 
will break, film will no longer be 
manufactured or there will be no 
laboratories to process it. Kicking 
and screaming, I will be dragged 
mto the digital age. No, I wasn't 
kidding about being a troglodyte. 

My siblings and I have not yet 
decided what we will do with 
our mother's dozens of albums. 
Storage isn't the major problem. 
Rather, who can possibly retain 
and savor nearly a lifetime of her 
memories? Don't most memories 
have to make way for new ones? 
Is it easier to live in the past than 
in the present? Does the past pro
tect us from the future? Can the 
future be understood without the 
past? I believe that such questions 
should resonate with Jews, who 
have survived millennia in antici
pation of a better era. 

Our children have found a per
fect way to taunt me. They have 
threatened, once I'm gone, to 
throw away many treasures. Nei
ther child will have a room for 
Dad's museum. More important 
they don't want to live in Dad'~ 
museum. 

I would be happy to leave many 
treasures to the RISD Museum 
and the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association, but nei
ther institution needs a Goodwin 
Wing. 

I would be heartbroken if all 
my things and memories were 
somehow preserved on a disk-like 
object. Surely the next genera
tion of technology would render it 
obsolete. 

No, I am afraid that I must 
return to square one. My children 
(and perhaps grandchildren) must 
build their own museums. Or, like 
Pharaoh, I will take everything -
even the forks - with me. 

George Goodwin is a funner presi
dent of Rhode Island Jewish His
torical Association and has edited its 
journal for eight years. Contact him 
at ggoodwin2@cox.net. 
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Making spiritual m oves 

How to find a 
synagogue that fits 

BY NANCY ABESIIAUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

SYNAGOGUE shop
ping? For individuals and 
families searching for 
a synagogue in greater 

Rhode Island, ample resources 
abound, according to Rabbi Peter 
Stein of Temple Sinai in Cranston 
and president of the Rhode Island 
Board of Rabbis, an association of 
rabbis of all denominations who 
live in or serve greater Rhode 
Island. 

Fmsr MOVES 

Rabbi Stein suggested people 
contact Wendy Joering, the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island's 
community concierge. Addition
ally, the Alliance's Web site, at 
www.shalomri.org, and The Jewish 
Voice & Herald, at www.jvhri.org 
or in print, are sources of informa
tion about the Rhode Island Jewish 
community, with connections to 
all the major Jewish organizations, 
services and programs around the 
state. 

Another approach is to con
duct a search through the national 
movements: Conservative (www. 
uscj.org), Reform (www.urj. 
org), Orthodox (www.ou.org), 
Reconstructionist (www.jrf.org) 
and non-denominational (www. 
chabad.org). These sites are handy 
resources for Jewish families 
moving away from Rhode Island, 

RABBI PETER STEIN 

as well. 
Consider contacting realtors 

and chambers of commerce for 
information about synagogues. In 
a state as small as Rhode Island -
just 1,025 square miles (48 miles 
north to south and 38 miles east to 
west) - it's fairly easy to access the 
local "grapevine." In casual conver
sations with Jewish neighbors, ask 
them where they worship. What 
you learn about a synagogue's phi
losophy, programs and members 
may resonate with you. 

Rabbi Stein also suggests asking 
a rabbi in your current hometown 
for a referral in your new location. 
Rabbis often know one another, 
despite geographic distance. 

For Orthodox individuals and 
families, the process is the same 
- with one significant difference. 
Orthodox families are much more 
committed to a neighborhood and 
often join the synagogue closest to 
their home, so they are able to walk 
to services on Shabbat. 

THE EGIS GROUP 

is pleased to serve 
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Individuals and families have 
different requirements from a 
synagogue at different stages in 
their lives. Individuals and cou
ples without children won't have 
Hebrew school as a top priority; in 
contrast, families with young chil
dren may be interested in Hebrew 
school and the sanctuary, the site 
of the future bar or bat mitzvah 
ceremony. Adult education offer
ings may be the most important 
element for seniors. 

Different synagogues address 

the issue of membership dues dif
ferently; however, said Rabbi Stein, 
"all synagogues make arrange
ments in case of financial needs." 

Whether the synagogue you 
discover results from a systematic, 
intentional search or from a casual 
conversation with another Jewish 
parent at your child's school, the 
next steps are the same. Call the 
synagogue, schedule a visit, and 
meet the rabbi. 

"For most folks it's a combina
tion of the [Hebrew] school, the 
rabbi, and a general feel about the 

people," said Rabbi Stein. 

NancyAbeshaus, a freelance writer, 
lives in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Contact Rabbi Peter Stein of 
Temple Sinai in Cranston and presi
dent of the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis, at 942-8350 or email stein@ 
templesinai.org. 

Contact Wendy Joering at 421-
4111, ext. 169 or wjoering@sha
lomri.org. 

RUTH ACKERMAN, formerly of Great Neck, N.Y. and now a Warwick resident; Wendy Joering, for
merly of Great Neck, N.Y. and now a Rumford resident; and Anne White of Great Neck, N.Y. 

Treasure your memories ... and pass them on 
From generation 

to generation 

BY W ENDY J OERING 

wjoering@shalomri.org 

I HAVE WRITTEN before 
about feeling like the luckiest 
person in the world to have 
grown up only three blocks 

from my paternal grandmother 
and three miles from my maternal 
grandparents; at the same time, I 
had five great-grandparents living 
a short distance away as well. It 
was amazing - we were together 
for all the Jewish holidays and my 
mother did all the coordinating 
involved. 

There was always lots of family, 
lots of talking, lots oflaughing and 
lots of food. If each of us didn't eat 
enough for three people, then we 
weren't eating enough - or so my 
grandmothers said. 

Today it is not as likely that fam
ilies live so close to one another. 
Mine stretches from Rhode Island 
to New York, Massachusetts to 
Oklahoma - yes, Oklahoma. But 
because the memories from my 
childhood years are so sweet, I 
do everything I can to keep the 
memories alive and incorporate 

wwwjvhri.org 

those cherished experiences into 
the traditions that my family -
my husband Blake and our two 
daughters, Zoey and Eva - are 
creating together. 

We'll use the recipes that they 
used (my mother already teaches 
Zoey, 7 and Eva, 5, her grand
mother's recipe for mandel bread 
when we visit her) and try out 
new recipes, too. I always include 
pieces of china or silverware that 
had once belonged to my grand
parents and great-grandparents 
on our holiday tables, and mix 
them with the china that Blake 
and I received as wedding gifts. 

It makes me happy when Zoey 
asks where the pretty bowl with 
the pink flowers - the one that we 
always use for applesauce - came 
from. I can tell her that it was 
my great-grandmother Anna's 
(whom she is named after). She 
made matzah meal pancakes (the 
best you have ever tasted in your 
life - we used to call them "little 
gems") that for me every week
end she visited us; they weren't 
solely a Passover treat. My mater
nal grandmother Ruthie ("Nana 
Ruthie" to Eva and Zoey) does 
this now for my girls every Sunday 
after religious school. 

It makes me happy when 
Eva asks why we always use the 
same gold Shabbat candlesticks 
when we have sparkly ones in 
my dining room hutch. I can tell 
her that the gold Shabbat candle
sticks once belonged to my great
grandmother Eva, for whom she 
is named. That brings a whole 
new meaning to the candlesticks 
- even to a 5-year-old who has lots 
of questions about her namesake. 

It makes me most happy when 
Zoey and Eva see Gigi, their 
great-grandmother and my 
paternal grandmother, and Nana 
Ruthie and Papa Mickey, their 
great-grandparents. The girls tell 
them about the gold candlesticks 
or the pretty bowl we used. That 
always sparks conversations and 
reminiscences about their moth
ers. My girls sit and listen, mes
merized by hearing about their 
traditions and by knowing that 
they are named for their great
great-grandmothers - women 
whom they never knew, but who 
touched my life so deeply. 

Wendy joering is the community 
concierge far the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. She lives in 
Rumford with her family. 
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SALK'S stores persevere through floods, wars and economic deprivations 
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inventory. But they rebuilt and f ~ '. C~ 

a national advisory board for Ace, 
which has some 4,600 stores. 

"We've always gotten along well 
with the community," said Harold. 
"We're caring and compassionate 
and we've donated to the Scouts 
and other groups." 

reopened. 
After his military service in 

Korea, and despite his parents tell
ing him, "You're crazy for wanting 
to do this [ working in the family 
business]," he chose to continue 
at Salk's. "I enjoyed dealing with 
people, and I was pretty much my 
own boss," said Harold, who still 
comes into the store almost every 
day. 

In 1956, two years after Hur
ricane Carol, Harold opened a 
new store - away from the water. 
Changing demographics led him 
to select a location with a park
ing lot for the new phenomenon of 
customers who drove rather than 
walked to the stores. 

Today, Jeff oversees two loca
tions, including the North Kings
town store that opened Sept. 3, 
2010. 

The eldest of three sons, he knew 
he would take over the family 
business, although he was never 
pressured to do so. W ith under
graduate and graduate degrees in 
engineering, Jeff tried his hand in 
the corporate world but found it 
not to his liking. In 1985, he joined 
the family business, which, said 
Harold, provides a "good feeling 
of accomplishment; if the business 
grows, it's your doing, if there are 
mistakes, they are yours, too." 

Jeff and his wife Beth have two 
sons, ages 25 and 21, who have 
not, he said, been pressured to join 
the business, though both have 
worked in the store. "I commend 
my parents - they never forced it 
on me; I don't want to want it force 
on them," he said. What's Jeffs 
biggest pressure? "The economy -
it's looming over all of us." 

In marked contrast to early 
20th-century general goods stores, 
each Salk store offers some 25,000 
different items in 10,000 square 
feet of retail space. One constant 
is an emphasis on customer service 
and on stocking what customers 
want and need . .Jeff didn't raise 
prices when Irene came to town. 
When Hurricane Bob came along, 
a rival hardware store owner raised 
its prices and a year later was out 
of business. That's not how we do 

business, that's not the Jewish way, 
said Jeff. Harold's motto was "Be 
good to both sides of the counter." 

With the rise of big box 
retailers like Home Depot 
and Lowe's, Jeff knows that 
modernizing, finding your niche 
and evaluating your product mix 
all matter. Membership in the 
Ace cooperative enables them to 
be price-competitive. Now selling 
Benjamin Moore paint at both 
locations as well as recommending 
plumbers, carpenters and other 
service providers, they also 
assemble, deliver and service grills, 
fill propane tanks, and repair 
windows and window screens. 

Employees tend to really know 
the business. The manager of the 
North Kingstown store began as 
a part-time employee at age 16; 
he recently turned 40. Opening 
a second store, said Jeff, gave the 
employees professional growth 
opportunities; unlike the original 
Salk stores, the new ones rely on 
a mix of professional and residen
tial customers. Successful stores 
require a healthy mix of both 
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professional contractors and hom
eowners making small repairs on 
their own. 

Another difference - Jeff is not 
likely to face the same run-ins 
with police as did Harold. "I was 
arrested for violating blue laws 
[that barred stores from opening 
on Sundays, or limited what prod
ucts could be sold on that day]," 
said Harold. "They'd wait until the 
business closed and then send me 

to the police station. I was never 
fined , but I had to pay a lawyer and 
go to court." 

Today, Jeff is actively engaged, 
like his father before him, with civic 
initiatives. He has participated in 
several multi-day bicycle rides to 
raise funds for various charities. 
At one point, he employed at-risk 
youth from Warwick in the store, 
and his stores helped refurbish a 
homeless shelter. Jeff also serves on 

Authorized 
~,Dealer 

Samuel died in 1971 - but some 
current customers still remember 
him, and Jeffs great-grandfather 
as well. "Samuel would be excited 
to see the stores [ roday] - he was 
used to changing [his inventory to 
meet] the community's needs" said 
Harold. Jeff works a six-day week, 
though the stores are actually open 
every day. E-mail and iPhones 
keep him on top of the busi ness 
on a 24/7 basis. ln fact, one of his 
"leisure" activities on vacation is 
visiting other Ace Hardware coop
eratives. 

"We're going to Israel this 
December," he said, "and when I 
told my wife Beth there are a lot 
of Ace Hardware stores there, she 
said, 'You can have 10 minutes, no 
more!'" 

Visit Salk's Hardware & Marine 
at 2524 West Shore R oad in War
wick (739-1027) or 5939 Post Road 
in North Kingstown (885-2700), or 
www.SalksHardware.com. 

1his is one of a series of "From 
Generation to Generation" stories 
about three or four generation family
owned businesses. If you are associated 
with a Jewish-family owned business 
that wishes to be profiled, contact 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@sha/omri. 
orgor421-4111, ext. 168. 

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 

wwwjvhri.org 

PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-351-1600 

1-800-244-1252 
RI LICENSE - 2470 

MASS. LICENSE - 14421 
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Advice from experts and others 

Home maintenance 
requires expertise 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

SEVERAL PEOPLE, 
some experts among them, 
have offered us some "bits 
and pieces" of home and 

garden advice, which we, in turn, 
pass on to you. 

OUTSIDE TUE BOUSE 

Dave Schwartz, of Schwartz Tree 
& Landscape, a business in Crans
ton, warns homeowners to avoid the 
D .I.Y. (do it yourself) trend. "It's not 
productive and it can be dangerous," 
he said. "I can't watch a homeowner 
use a chain saw and I can't watch 
homeowners doing tree work - I've 
even seen professionals hurt." 

With 40 years experience in 
the plant care business, Schwartz 
believes few, if any, lay people have 
the knowledge and experience to 
safely use a chain saw. 

On the design side, he said, a 
home gardener often treats a plant 
as if it were "Boating in space" and 
lacking any relationship to the 
entire property, he said. 

Schwartz encourages a home
owner to consider these issues when 
interviewing a prospective land
scape and garden company: 

• Is the landscaper in a hurry to 
get through the interview with 
me or is he or she willing to walk 
through the property and spend 
time on my concerns and questions? 

• What does the landscaper con
sider as my property's strong and 
weak points? 

Every good landscaping strat
egy, said Schwartz, will take into 
account that the property is in 
motion. "Plants are growing, and 
their relationship to the space 
they are in is constantly changing 
through growth; he said. 

• What goals does the landscaper 
have for my property? If the land
scaper is acting in my best interest, 
what goals should I have? 

• What's the potential for my 
property? How would the land
scaper achieve those goals? 

There are, said Schwartz, national 
standards (ANSI) for planting - a 
good question to ask is, "Will the 
planting work be done in confor-

mance with ANSI standards?" 
If you invest money in your 

garden, you want maximum return 
on that investment; plants' form, 
Bowering cycle and berrying cycle 
are important factors to consider. 

Schwartz calls his best clients 
those who've been disappointed by 
other vendors in the past. "They 
know what it's like to waste money; 
the cheapest prices aren't necessarily 
the best bargain." 

Schwartz likes to view his rela
tionships with customers as symbi
otic - good for the customers, good 
for him, and good for the trees and 
plants he cares for. 

PAJNTING A BOUSE. •• OR A ROOM 

While painting can be fun, said 
Tom Lopco, owner of Lopco Con
tracting, a company in Providence, 
the big commitment that people 
often forget about is the prepara
tion, which is so much of the work. 
Don't bother painting, he said, if 
you're not willing to put the time 
and energy and care into the neces
sary surface preparation. 

In business for 17 years, Lopco 
focuses on painting, both exterior 
and interior, but also handles small 
carpentry jobs, guner repairs and 
window installations. 

What advice does he offer some
one who wants to do some exterior 
painting? 

Two factors are especially impor
tant- the surface's moisture and the 
outdoor temperature, he said. The 
moisture content of wood should 
be below 15 percent. How to tell 
the moisture content? Lopco said 
that hardware stores sell moisture 
meters that you can use; alterna
tively, you can simply wait to paint 
until a period of 24 hours without 
precipitation or sprinkler system use 
has passed. 

As for temperature, most prod
ucts on the market are effective if 
the temperature is above 40 degrees 
for eight hours; he encourages 
people to check the manufacturer's 
specifications on the paint can. 

Asked why someone would want 
to be outdoors painting in weather 
cooler than that, he said, "Prod
ucts can hold out longer than most 
people can." 

He recommends do-it-yourself
ers anempting touch-up paint jobs 
avoid trying to match a paint chip 
with a color swatch. Instead, if you 
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KNOWING HOW deep a hole to dig may not be a job for ch ildren. 

can't bring in the can of paint or 
the paint's brand name and color 
information, try to bring in a piece 
of what needs to be touched up -
a window sash, for instance. That, 
he said, will produce a more accu
rate match than relying on a paint 
swatch. 

Before hiring a painter or other 
contractor, Lopco recommends 
finding out these facts: 

• If your home is older (with the 
possibility of lead paint), does the 
painter have an RRP certification 
from the Rhode Island D epartment 
of Health? 

• Check with Rhode Island's 
Contractor Registration Board or 
Massachusens' Home Improve
ment Contractor Registration 
to find out if the contractor has 
updated liability insurance and 
workers' compensation insurance. 
• While asking for references is a 
good idea, a good painter or con
tractor will be able to provide 

several names. What's more impor
tant, perhaps, is asking if they have 
a warranty and what the lengrh of 
that warranty is? Ask to speak with 
someone who's had to use that war
ranty to assess what kind of follow
up service the contractor provided? 
How good is that contractor in 
terms of service? Rhode Island 
mandates that a contractor provide 
at least a one-year warranty, said 
Lopco, who offers a two-year war
ranty on his company's work. 

. ADVICE FROM A NOVICE 

In response to the paper's request 
for ideas and suggestions, Dave 
Altman of Providence encouraged 
people to check out these sites: 

www.buildinggreen.com 
Altman calls it a useful site for 
the general public and those in 
the building industry. The site 
includes a "BuildingGreen Suite," 
which requires monthly or annual 
membership fees, , and provides 

aggregated information on "green 
buildings," peer-to-peer comments 
and project case studies. Other 
parts of the buildinggreen.com-site, 
which calls itself an independent 
publishing company commined 
to bringing our members accurate, 
unbiased and timely green design 
information - offer access at no 
charge. 

hnp://www.efi.org The 
Energy Federation lncorporated's 
Web site is an online source of 
environmentally safe and energy
efficient products for home and 
commercial use. 

1his is one of a series of occasional 
articles about businesses in greater 
Rhode Island, some of which advertise 
with us. 

Contact Schwartz Tree & Land
scape at 941-4440 or visit www.ivo
ryhalo.com. 

Contact Lopco Contracting at 270-
2664 or www.lopcocontractingcom. 

Running a thrifty household 
Spending habits can 
be hard to change 

(STATEPOINT) - Americans 
are embracing the virtues of being 
thrifty and saving on household 
expenses and necessities. 

But spending habits can be hard 
to change. Fortunately, there are a 
number of tricks you can use to help 
you develop good spending habits 
and save more. 

"One of the best ways to save 
money, as well as time, is to look 
online to save on household essen
tials that you need," said Mark 
McGuire, president of Alice.com. 

SAVE ON FOOD 

Food prices have risen in recent 
years, but that doesn't mean you 
can't still save. Consider buying 

wwwjvhri.org 

generic staples, like rice and cereal, 
whenever possible. Or shop at local 
grocery stores for daily items like 
milk, coffee or eggs, which are 
often cheaper there. 

You can join a local food co
operative or community supported 
agriculture group, which can pro
vide you with fresh produce at lower 
rates. 

SAVE ON HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS 

Buy household products like 
toilet paper and laundry detergent 
in bulk. Avoid impulse buying; 
make a list and stick to it. 

If you're tired of making trips 
to the wholesale store and need to 
dodge impulse buying, search for 
home essentials online. At www. 
Alice.com, you can order thousands 
of essentials, like shampoos, gar
bage bags, pantry items and more. 

The site tracks your frequent pur
chases, applies automatic coupons 
and deals, gives you free shipping, 
and sends a reminder when you 
might be running low on some
thing. Its free iPhone app makes all 
this available 24/7. 

SAVE ON HOME ll!PROVEMENTS 

If you have a larger project that 
requires extra labor or expensive 
materials, set up a budget before
hand. Free online resources like 
www.Mint.com let users set up 
savings goals specifically for home 
improvement projects. Once you 
enter your information, you'll be 
asked specific questions such as 
the projected cost, type of project 
and whether you' ll fund the project 
from one or many sources. You can 
then track your progress online or 
by smartphone. 
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Don't leave home 
without it 

BY J EFFREY BRI ER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald THE PHILOSOPHY 
embedded in one of 
Benjamin Franklin's 
mottos - "An ounce 

of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure" - led to the creation of 
colonial America's first insurance 
company, Franklin's Union Fire 
Company. 

The recent visit from Hurricane
turned-Tropical Storm Irene was 
a reminder of the importance 
of having homeowners insur
ance with appropriate coverage. 
Whether you rent or own a home, 
are obtaining coverage for the 
first time or have had coverage for 
years, this short review is a help
ful tool in ensuring you under
stand your insurance needs and are 
appropriately protected. 

Homeowner's insurance is a 
comprehensive policy that pro
vides protection for your property, 
the loss of use of your property and 
liability protection from people 
who are injured in your home. 

WHAT COVERAGE INCLUDES 

What is included in your prop
erty coverage? First and foremost, 

A priiner on homeowner's insurance 
the house and other structures, 
such as a detached garage or shed. 
Insurance companies require you 
to insure your home for what it 
would cost to rebuild.. A gen
eral guideline is to multiply the 
square footage of your home by 
$200 to give you a general sense 
of the replacement cost of a typi
cal modest home. For example, if 
your home is of standard frame 
construction, with modest inte
rior detail work, and is 2200 
square feet, the replacement cost 
is $440,000. This is the amount, 
subject to an adjustment by the 
insurance company, of insurance 
you would have for your dwelling 
coverage. Depending when you 
bought your home and where it is 
located, this amount may be more 
or less than your purchase price 
for the house. Insurance values are 
based on the cost to rebuild, not on 
what you paid to buy the home, or 
its assessed value. 

Most homeowners' policies 
provide coverage for detached 
structures equal to 10 percent of 
the value of the home. So, in the 
example above, a detached garage 
would automatically be insured for 
$44,000. If you don't believe this 
is sufficient, you can request addi
tional coverage. 

In addition to insuring the 

house, it is important to insure 
your personal belongings, which 
insurance companies call "your 
contents." 

Most companies provide cov
erage equal to 50-70 percent of 
the insured value of the dwelling 
for contents. So, in the example 
already given, the coverage for 
contents would equal between 
$220,000 and $308,000. There 
are limits, though, on certain 
items such as jewelry and silver. It 
is important ·to ask the insurance 
company for a listing of these limi
tations and exclusions. If cover
age is not adequate, higher limits 
may be available. Most policies 
provide coverage for contents on a 
replacement cost basis. This means 
the insurance company will reim
burse you for the cost of replac
ing the item rather than paying a 
lesser amount based on the age or 
depreciation of the item. Be sure 
to check to see that your contents 
coverage is based on replacement 
cost. 

D EDUCTIBLES, DEDUCTIBLES 

All homeowners' policies have 
deductibles which apply to prop
erty claims. This is the amount of 
money that you, as a homeowner, 
must pay if you file a claim. The 
deductible must be met and paid 
for before the insurance com-

REMEMBER THE P AST 

pany reimburses you for the bal
ance. Most home owners opt for 
a deductible between S250 and 
Sl,000 per claim. When obtaining 
coverage, you should inquire about 
the impact higher deductibles will 
have on the cost of coverage. Then, 
choose a deductible that you can 
afford if you have a claim, and 
that offers you reasonable savings 
on the insurance premium. Some 
policies have separate deductibles, 
such as 2 percent of the dwelling 
amount, for damage from wind. 
This is more common in hurri
cane-prone areas such as Florida; 
however, some companies have 
added this for certain locations in 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. 

Another important feature is 
"loss of use," which is generally 
valued at 20 percent of the cover
age for the dwelling - or, in our 
fictional example, $88,000. For 
instance, if you had a fire and had 
to temporarily live elsewhere while 
the house was being repaired, the 
loss of use provision of your hom
eowner's policy would cover your 
additional expenses. 

WE'RE A LITIGIOUS NATION 

Liability coverage is another 
very important feature of hom
eowners' insurance. This protects 
you and your family members 
if someone visiting your home 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

is injured and the person or his 
or her health insurance com
pany looks to you to pay for the 
individual's medical costs, lost 
income and other expenses aris
ing from the injury. Claims may 
be filed over something as simple 
as a guest tripping on an exten
sion cord at your house or falling 
due to a loose tile. The cost of this 
coverage is modest. When obtain
ing coverage, you should ask what 
the additional premium would be 
for higher limits, such as $500,000 
or Sl,000,000. In addition to pro
viding protection against actual 
damages, liability coverage also 
provides coverage for the legal 
costs incurred in defending against 
a claim. 

A homeowners policy provides 
you, as a homeowner, with broad 
protection of your most valuable 
asset. 

Jeffrey G. Brier, CLU, ChFC, 
CASL is a partner in the insurance 
agency ef Brier & Brier, a prop
erty and casualty and life insurance 
agency. Contact him at jbrier@Brier
Brier.com. 

1his is one ef a series ef articles 
or stories by or about businesses in 
greater Rhode Island, some ef which 
advertise in 1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

Nothing colonial about the Colonial Apartments 
Benefit Street 

building is a RISD 
dormitory now 

BY GERALDINE F OSTER 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE- H.P. Lovecraft 
is quoted in the Lovecraft College 
Hill walking tour as "(bemoaning] 
the fact that this 'wretched ultra
modern apartment-house with all 
urban sophistications' replaced a 
'bit of actual country remaining' on 
College Hill." 

His outrage, expressed in 1929, 
was directed at the Colonial Apart
ments on Benefit Street, then under 
construction. What Lovecraft 
deplored was the realization of 
the dream of Max Richter and his 
brother-in-law Israel Dickens - to 
construct the first New York City
style modern apartment building in 
Rhode Island. The huge lot that they 
had chosen was the former location 
of the Hogg Greenhouse, the last 
open space on Benefit Street. 

Dickens, a shareholder, owned 
a cafe in downtown Providence; 
Richter was the experienced con
tractor. He had prospered in the 
dairy business, but in 1918 he 
began building houses, the first two 
located on Eaton Street. Richter 

had some knowledge of contracting, 
as his father had been in the build
ing trade in their homeland. How
ever, Arthur Richter, Max Richter's 
grandson and a Barrington resident, 
suggested that he might have been 
self-taught. 

With the fruits of his first two 
undertakings came further devel
opments, mainly of triple-deckers in 
Providence's North End. One street 
developed in 1922 on property for
merly owned by Brown & Sharpe 
Co. bears Max Richter's name. 

Very involved with Jewish orga
nizations in Providence, Max 

Richter was a major benefactor 
and builder of the Sons of Jacob 
Synagogue on Douglas Avenue. An 
inscription above the Ark reads, "In 
honor of Max J. and Fannie Rich
ter." He built the Russian baths and 
the miweh on Candace Street on 
behalf of the Va'ad Ha-Kashruth, 
to which he belonged. According to 
Arthur, Max Richter became very 
successful and owned many proper
ties, including a large parcel of!and 
on Butler Avenue, at the corner of 
Orchard Avenue - now the site of 
Temple Beth-El. 

When construction began on the 
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foundation of the Colonial Apart
ments, a vein of coal was discovered. 
It was exciting, said Arthur Richter, 
as the partners did not know what 
to do. Should they build a coal mine 
or proceed with the apartment 
house? Further study by geologists 
determined that it was only a very 
small vein, so the apartment house 
project continued. 

Despite its name, the apartment 
house bore no traces of anything 
colonial. The U-shaped build
ing was home to 66 studio and 
one-bedroom apartments. Its four 
stories rose in stages from Benefit 

Street along a steep hill. A series 
of courtyards occupied the center 
of the complex, which also boasted 
an indoor garage - unheard of in 
1931 - and a drug store for the con
venience of tenants. (Many of those 
tenants were rumored to be mis
tresses of married men.) 

The City of Providence had some 
concerns about air pollution when 
the complex's huge boiler was fired 
up. Mirrors were installed on the 
chimney, which allowed the city 
officials to observe the absence of 
black smoke. Authorities checked 
on a regular basis, but never found 
any problems, said Arthur Richter. 

The Colonial Apartments were 
completed just a.s the Great Depres
sion deepened. Richter had to sell 
off most of his properties, but he 
purchased Dickens' share and kept 
the apartment building. 

By the 1960s, Benefit Street was 
showing its age and had not been 
revitalized. Eventually, the Colonial 
Apartments were sold to the Rhode 
Island School of Design; today, the 
building is a much sought-after dor
mitory. 

Gerry Foster, a former president ef 
the Association, writes occasionally for 
1he Voice & Herald. Contact her at 
info@rijha.org. 
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Is a move on your horizon? 

Resources at the ready 
BY NANCY AlJESHAUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

RELOCATING? Don't 
make a move before read
ng the relocation-related 
tories in this issue of the 

paper. Whether you're coming or 
going, we have some helpful hints 
and information about relocating, 
all designed to help make your next 
move smooth and relatively stress
free. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island (the Alliance) 
employs Wendy Joering as its com
munity concierge, a resource to 
both long-time residents and new
comers to Rhode Island. Joering, 
whose effervescent personality and 
compassion make her ideally suited 
for the position, said, "I help people 
make the adjustment to moving into 
Rhode Island or southeastern Mas
sachusetts as easy as possible." Joer
ing introduces newcomers to others 
in the community with whom they 
might bond, synagogues, schools 
and other resources. Joering dis
tributes the Alliance's Shalom R1 
folder, which is filled with infor
mation about secular and Jewish 
aspects of Rhode Island and has 
discount coupons to Rhode Island 
businesses. She's the 21st century 
version of the "Welcome Wagon" 
that many chambers of commerce 

used to initiate newcomers. 

PARTNER WlTH A PROFESSIONAL 

Regardless of your reasons for 
relocating (career change, marriage 
or divorce, retirement) and regard
less of where you're moving to (the 
West Coast, nearby Massachusetts 
or two blocks from your current 
home), moving can be emotional 
and stressful - even if the move is 
for the best. 

To ease this transition, an expe
rienced real estate professional may 
help you acclimate. 

Ho~tE SWEET Ho~tE: How TO 

FIND THE RIGHT RESIDENCE 

Whether you plan to purchase a 
single-family house or condo, lease 
a house or an apartment, or rent a 
short-term, transitional dwelling, 
your home is your "shelter from the 
storm." 

Location and price range are a 
new homeowner's top two con
cerns, according to Bonnie Kaplan, 
a certified relocation specialist and 
residential brokerage agent at Cold
well Banker in Rhode Island. And, 
for families with children, quality 
of education is critical. 

Where do you want to live and 
what can you afford? These are the 
first questions Kaplan asks her cli
ents. "A home's location cannot be 
changed," said Kaplan. 

Other key factors are inter
ests and lifestyle. Suburbs or city? 
Small town or waterfront? House 

or condo? 
If you are a cyclist, do you want 

to live near the Rhode Island bike 
path? 

If you are a senior, is it important 

BONNIE KAPLAN 

to live within walking distance of 
a shopping center, such as Provi
dence's Wayland Square or Cran
ston's Garden City? Do you need 
to live close to a senior center and 
a RIPTA bus stop? Do you want 
your new home near your family? 

Everyone has different motiva
tions, Kaplan said. "I'm selling a 
house now to people who want to 
walk to temple." 

WHERE TO START? 

Most people begin their search 
online. If you have children, this 
may include researching a particu-

Home isn't home without 
your four-footed friends 

BY NANCY AlJESHAUS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

.NCORDING TO data 
rom the American Pet 

Products Association, 
bout 62 percent of 

American households have a pet; 
despite a sluggish economy, dog 
and cat ownership has continued 
to grow.These statistics don't sur
prise Elise Penn Pansey, associate 
broker and pet-friendly realtor 
with Century 21 Butterman & 
Kryston in Pawtucket. What does 
surprise her, though, is new home
buyers' or renters' ignorance of pet 
policies that restrict pet ownership. 

Agents and landlords often don't 
discuss a property's pet policy 
with potential buyers or renters 
unless asked, she said. After sign
i'hg a lease or closing on a home, 
an individual may be devastated to 
discover that pets are not welcome. 
"Some homeowners' insurance 
policies have restrictions against 
renting to someone with a cer
tain size or breed of dog, such as 
large dogs or pit bulls," said Penn 
Pansey. "Ask the agent or landlord 
about restrictions on pets before 
you close on a home or sign a lease." 

She hears many sad stories about 
people who simply assumed their 
pets were welcome, only to learn 
too late that they must leave them 
behind. This is particularly true in 

/Steven B. Pansey 

ELISE PENN PANSEY with her dog Boosshi, a gift from a client. 

condominium communities. Some 
condo associations impose outright 
bans or limitations on birds. "They 
are concerned about noise, so they 
often [disallow) parrots or cocka
toos." 

Penn Pansey frequently res
cues abandoned pets. Early in her 
career, she found an abandoned 
ferret in a foreclosed home. She 
drove the cold, hungry ferret to 
a veterinarian, paid the medical 
expenses and then took him home. 

"Luckily, I [had) a friend who had 
a pet ferret, and my friend adopted 
him," she said. 

NancyAbeshaus, a freelance writer, 
lives in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Contact Elise Penn Pansey, 451-
9568, elisepansey@yahoo.com or 
www.elisepennpansey.com. 

This is one of a series of occasional 
articles about businesses, some of 
which advertise with the paper. 

wwwjvhri.org 

lar state's school system online, as 
well - including Jewish day schools. 
[See "A geographic move means a 
new school" on page 24.) 

To make house-hunting easier, 
Kaplan performs online searches for 
clients through the Rhode Island 
Association of Realtors State-Wide 
Multiple Listing Services. 

Clients give Kaplan a price range 
and a list of acceptable locations -
often based on school system pref
erences - along with their preferred 

"l'm selling a house 
to peop1e who want 
to wa1k-to temp1e." 

architectural styles of homes. With 
this information, plus other items 
on their "wish list," Kaplan identi
fies suitable listings. 

"I email listings to my clients for 
their review," said Kaplan. "Then 
we meet at my office to go over the 
listings." She takes clients unfamil
iar with the neighborhoods on area 
tours. She then sets up between 7 
and 20 houses for clients to see in a 
single day. "After two or three days, 
they are usually ready to make an 
offer," said Kaplan. "Sometimes it 
takes just one visit to Rhode Island 
for them to find their home." 

Kaplan has assisted a range of 
clients, from first-time homebuy
ers and families with children to 

seniors and military families. "I can 
represent them [clients who can't be 
at the closings] at those meetings." 

As an accredited buyer's and 
seller's agent, Kaplan also helps 
stage and sell homes - and can 
refer clients leaving Rhode Island 
to qualified realtors in their desti
nation states or other countries. "If 
clients must leave an empty house, 
I can take care of it during the sell
ing process," said Kaplan, who also 
handles rental properties. 

A true believer in the value of 
building a personal, one-on-one 
relationship with her clients, and 
a Rhode Island resident, Kaplan 
is familiar with the state's schools 
and communities, and its uniquely 
charming - and sometimes frus
trating - characteristics. "My cli
ents ask: 'How far is the commute 
to my office? When is rush hour? Is 
there beach traffic in the summer?' 

Some information you just can't 
find on the Internet!" said Kaplan. 

Nancy Abeshaus, a freelance writer, 
lives in South Kingstown. Contact her 
at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Contact Wendy]oering at 421-4111, 
ext. 169 OT wjoering@shalomri.org. 

Contact Bonnie Kaplan at 374-
4488, BKaplan@NEMoves.,om OT 

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com. 

This is one of a series of occasional 
stories about businesses, some of which 
advertise with the paper. 

Entrepreneurial group 
launches venture 

Web site designed to 
help new homeowners 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE- When five smart 
people, all of whom have worked 
in real estate, get together and 
raise $200,000, what do you get? 
You get www.nest4less.com, a site 
that aggregates realtors' referrals to 
mortgage brokers, title companies, 
movers, painters, plumbers and 
more. 

Deb Salinger, of Providence, is one 
of the five co-founders and the cur
rent chief operating officer of www. 
nest4less.com. In a phone interview 
on Thursday, Sept. 22, she explained 
how the site was developed. 

"All of us have been in the 
real estate business in one way or 
another," she said. "As a mortgage 
originator, I often heard from cus
tomers about the anxiety of home 
ownership." In the first year, a new 
owner can expect to spend $15,000 
or more on moving expenses, closing 
costs, settlement fees and basic home 
improvements, she said. 

With the economy and people's 
concerns about how they will pay 
these expenses, coupled with realtors' 
desires to service their clients, this 
site offers help to consumers through 
free access to bundled discounts, 
coupons, referrals and guidance. 

The company's mission is to con
nect homeowners - whether they are 
buying, selling or simply maintain
ing their homes - to valuable infor
mation and discounts from trusted 
local vendors. 

With the company just launched, 
its focus is "hyper-local," provid
ing information about sources in 

Providence; it does, 
however, plan to 
expand throughout 
Rhode Island and 
into nearby Massa
chusetts. 

Referrals are coming primarily 
from realtors who, by virtue of their 
work, have extensive knowledge of 
home ownership-related vendors. 

Launched in June 2011 by five 
founders - Marc Gertsacov, Jesse 
Kenner, Deb Salinger, Jonathan 
Salinger and Rob Wooding - the 
company has received funding from 
private sources and the City of Prov
idence. 

For mare information, visit 'WWW. 

nest4/ess. com. 

This is one of an occasional series 
of articles about businesses in Rhode 
Island, some of which advertise with us. 
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Spending time near the Gaza border 
The kibbutzniks are 
brave, I just watch 

BY HILLARY WEINBERGER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

W ENEVER I 
tempt to explain 
someone what I 

m doing in Israel, 
their first question is always 
"What's a kibbutz?" 

fled. Given that, most people can't 
understand why we, as students, 
have chosen this place to be our 
educational center. After all - we 
are near Gaza, where rockets fly 
as they please! 

"Why," I asked Shaul, "did you 
and others who remain choose to 
stay?" 

A kibbutz is a kind of gated 
community. It's a collective com
munity based on a high level of 
social and economical sharing, 
equality, direct democracy and 
tight social relations. A member 
of a kibbutz is defined by the 
kibbutz; most of the individual's 
status as a person outside the 
community becomes irrelevant. 
All members work within the 
community. They earn no money 
of their own, and spend no money 
of their own. All work profits 
are for the betterment of the kib
butz; a collective kibbutz finan
cial committee must approve all 
expenses. Each member relies on 
every other member to support 
and maintain the life on the kib
butz. THE BOMB SHELTER on Kibbutz Holit 

"Here is where we have the intel
ligence to live without fear," Shaul 
said. "Here is where we know 
what precautions we need to take 
and how to avoid being hurt. Here 
is where we know exactly what we 
are supposed to do when a threat 
comes towards us. Here we have 
learned how to protect ourselves, 
and here is where I feel the safest." 
Over the past two weeks, I have 
been told that I am brave for 
deciding to come to Holit, under 
a sky where rockets could fall over 
my head any day. Maybe I am. But 
what I've realized is that living 
here isn't about bravery. It's about 
living life the way that you want 
to live it. It's about growing and 
learning and teaching that com
munity is strong. I'm here to live 
an experience for three months 
that everyone else here lives every 
day of their lives. If anything, 
they are the brave ones. They are 
the ones who aren't going to let 
any force pull their community 
apart. I'm just here to watch. 

There are several hundred kib
butzim in Israel, large and small. 
They are the main agricultural 
and industrial plants that feed 
Israeli society. When a Zionist 
in the diaspora moves to Israel 
to make aliyah, he or she often 
moves to a kibbutz, and not to a 
big city, because it is the kibbut
zim that help to sustain Israel. 

I have been living on Kibbutz 
Holit for the past two weeks. It 
is a small kibbutz, and not a very 
wealthy one, with only 27 mem
bers. In the desert, it is within 
easy walking distance from the 
Gaza Strip boarder. In addition 
to the 27 members who live here, 
Holit is home to a group of for
eign volunteers who have come to 
learn about and work on the kib
butz only for a short amount of 

time. 
I am not here as a volunteer. 

I am here as a student, one in a 
group of 28 teenagers from nine 
different countries, simply using 

"Here we have 
learned how to 

protect ourselves, 
and here is where 1 

feel the safest." 

Holit as an educational center for 
our own learning, as well as for 
learning about kibbutz life. 

\\W\\,BonnieSellsHouses.com 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-37 4-4488 

During my first two weeks 
here, I didn't have the opportu
nity to interact with any of the 
kibbutz members who were not 
directly involved in my program. 
We shared meals with the volun
teers, but we were curious about 
the members and their life styles, 
and wondered why we never had 
the opportunity to run into them 
and converse. 

Then, finally, I was recently 
invited into the home of Shaul, 
a man in his mid-40s . Originally 
from Argentina, Shaul has been a 
member of Holit for the past 25 
years or so. He didn't have many 
questions to ask me, because he is 
familiar with the program I am 
here for, but he encouraged me to 
ask him anything and everything 

that I could think to ask. Shaul 
came to Israel as a Zionist, want
ing to become a kibbutznik to help 
Israel progress. When he first 
got here, Holit had been a much 
larger kibbutz with more mem
bers. When the first intifada hap
pened, and the conflict with Gaza 
began and the rockets started to 
fly into the territory, most people 

Hillary Weinberger, a resident 
of Providence and the daughter of 
Zachary and Shari Weinberger, is 
participating in the Hashomer Hat
zair Shnat Hachshara Program. 
Contact her at hillaryweinberger@ 
gmail.com. 

ELISE PENN PANSEY 
The Pet Friendly Realtor 

DEDICATION ... 
... is a word that is both used and abused these days. But I want 
you to know that I really am dedicated to my customers and to my 
profession. If a real estate transaction is in your future, let's talk. 
Then you can decide for yourself if you really believe that I am ... 

DEDICATED ... 

to serving YOU! Call me today! 

~21. 
Butterman & Kryston. Inc. 

749 East Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI 

@ Blackstone Blvd. 

ELISE PENN PANS EV 
The Pet Friendly Rea lto r 

401 .455.1625 
www.eliscpennpansey.com 

401 .521.9490 x22 
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Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Sukkot - 2011/5772 

BE SURE TO CHECK the calendar on page 10 for 
7:30 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Service, Yizkor SYNAGOGUES 

non-service-related Sukkot activities and programs, as 
chocolate oneg 5:40 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv -REFORM-

well as the normal calendar listing of events of interest Thursday, Oct. 20 Sim hat Torah Hakafot RHODE ISIAND 
for our greater Rhode Island Jewish community. Please note Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat Friday, Oct. 21 
that this calendar does not list any Shabbat services or Kid- Torah Simhat Torah Temple Beth-El 9 a.m. - Shemini Atzeret and <lush luncheons, due to space constraints. 

Yizkor Service 
9 a.m. - Shaharit, Simhat Torah 70 Orchard Ave., Providence 
Hakafot 

6 p.m. - Family Sim hat Torah 5:40 p.m. - Minhah/Ma 'ariv 
331-6070 

Synagogues - Friday, Oct. 21 
Service Wednesday, Oct 12 

Conservative - Simhat Torah 
Congregation Sons of First Day Sukkot 

Rhode Island 
9 a.m. - Morning Service SYNAGOGUES 5:45 p.m. - Sukkot Festival 
6:15 p.m. - Evening Service -ORTHODOX-

Jacob Synagogue 
Services 

Congregation Beth David 6:41 p.m. - Yorn Tov Ends RHODE ISIAND 
24 Douglas Ave ., Providence 

Thursday, Oct 13 
274-5260 

Bonnet Shores Community Temple Emanu-EI 
Second Day Sukkot 

Center Congregation Beth Sholom Thursday, Oct. 13 10 a.m. -Festival Service 

130 Bonnet Shores Road, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence 

275 Camp St., Providence 
First Day Sukkot Wednesday, Oct. 19 

Narragansett 331- 1616 8:30 a.m. - Morning Service Erev Shemini Atzeret 621- 9393 6:05 p.m. - Minhah 
78!H540 Wednesday, Oct. 12 5:45 p.m. - Shemini AtzereV 

-~ Erev Sukkot Wednesday, Oct. 12 Friday, Oct. 14 Yizkor 
Friday, Oct. 14 5:45 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv ErevSukkot Second Day Sukkot 6:30 p.m. - 79th Consecration Second Day Sukkot 

Thursday, Oct. 13 
5:55 p.m. - Minhah/Ma 'ariv 8:30 a.m. - Service 

8 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat/ Thursday, Oct 13 Thursday, Oct. 20 
Sukkot First Day Sukkot 6:05 p.m. - Minhah Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 

9:30 a.m. - Shaharit First Day Sukkot 
7:20 p.m. - Festival ends Torah 

Thursday, Oct. 20 9 a.m. - Shaharit 
Shemini Atzereret/Erev Simhat 10:30 a.m. - Family Service Wednesday, Oct. 19 10 a.m. - Simhat Torah/Yizkor 

Torah Noon - Congregational Lunch 
5:50 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Temple Habonim 

8 a.m. - SukkoVYizkor Service 6:15 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 
Friday, Oct 14 Atzeret 

165 New Meadow Road, Second Day Sukkot 6 a.m. - Service 7 p.m. - Hakafot Service Friday, Oct 14 9 a.m. - Shaharit Barrington 
Friday, Oct. 21 Second Day Sukkot Thursday, Oct. 20 

245-6536 5:50 p.m. - Minhah/Ka bba lat Shemini Azteret Simhat Torah 9:30 a.m. - Shaharit ShabbaVMa'ariv Wednesday, Oct 12 
8 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat 5:30 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'a riv 

8:30 a.m. - Morning Service 
ErevSukkot Wed. Oct. 19 10:30 a.m. approximately -

Congregation B'nai Israel Wednesday, Oct. 19 Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Yizkor 
5:30 p.m. - Sukkot Picnic 

Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Atzeret Dinner, bring your own picnic 
224 Prospect St., Woonsocket Atzeret 5:45 a.m. - Shaharit 5:15 p.m. - Minhah dinner and blankets for eating 
762-36511 6:45 a.m. - Shaharit 5:40 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 5:55 p.m. - Ha kafot outside. 
Thursday, Oct. 13 5:30 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Thursday, Oct. 20 Friday, Oct 21 6 p.m. - Service in the Sukkah 
First Day Sukkot Thursday, Oct. 20 Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat Simhat Torah (weather permitting) 
9:30 a.m. - Morning Service Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat Torah 8:30 a.m. - Morning Service Wednesday, Oct 19 
7 p.m. - Evening Service Torah 9 a.m. - Shaharit 10 a.m. - Ha kafot Erev Shemini Atzeret 
Thursday, Oct. 20 9:30 a.m. - ShahariVYizkor 10:30 a.m. approximately - 6:30 p.m. - Service, including 
Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 6 p.m. - Minhah Yizkor Touro Synagogue Yizkor 
Torah 6:15 p.m. - Ma'ariv and Ha kafot 5:40 p.m. - Minhha/Ma'ariv 85 Touro St., Newport 
9:30 a.m. - Morning Service Friday, Oct. 21 Simhat Torah Hakafot 847-4794 Temple Sinai 
6:30 p.m. - Hakafot Simhat Torah Friday, Oct. 21 Wednesday, Oct. 12 30 Hagen Ave ., Cranston 

9:15 a.m. -Shaharit Simhat Torah ErevSukkot 942-8350 
Temple Am David 5:35 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 9 a.m. - Shaharit Simhat Torah 5:45 p.m. - Service Wednesday, Oct 12 

40 Gardiner St., Warwick Hakafot Thursday, Oct. 13 ErevSukkot 
463- 7944 Temple Shalom 5:40 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Sukkot 7 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Family 

Wednesday, Oct. 12 223 Valley Road, Middletown 8:45 a.m. - Service Service 

Erev Sukkot 846-9002 Congregation Ohawe 5:45 p.m. - Service Thursday, Oct. 13 
5:52 p.m. - Candle Lighting Wednesday, Oct. 12 Shalom Friday, Oct. 14 First Day Sukkot 

6 p.m. - Ma 'ariv Erev Sukkot 671 East Ave., Pawtucket Sukkot 10:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 

Thursday, Oct 13 5 p.m. - Sukkah Decorati ng 722-3146 8:45 a.m. - Service Service 

First Day Sukkot 6 p.m. - Festival Dinner Wednesday, Oct. 12 5:45 p.m. - Service Friday, Oct. 14 

9 a.m. - Morning Service 7 p.m. - Sukkot Service ErevSukkot Tuesday, Oct. 18 Second Day Sukkot 

6 p.m. - Minhah/Ma 'ariv Thursday, Oct. 20 5:55 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Chol Hamoed Sukkot Services 6 p.m. - Shabbat Evening 
Service 

Friday, Oct. 14 Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat Thursday, Oct. 13 8 a.m. - Service 
Second Day Sukkot Torah First Day Sukkot 5:40 p.m. - Service Wednesday, Oct. 19 

Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini 
9 a.m. - Morning Service 10 a.m. - Service, Yizkor will be 9 a.m. - Shaharit Wednesday, Oct 19 Atzeret 
6:15 p.m. - Evening Service recited 5:50 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Erev Shemini Atzeret 7 p.m. - Consecration 
Wednesday, Oct. 19 7:30 p.m. - Procession of the Friday, Oct. 14 8 a.m. - Service Thursday, Oct. 20 
Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Scrolls, oneg Second Day Sukkot 5:40 p.m. - Service Shemini Atzerert/Erev Simhat 
Atzeret Friday, Oct. 21 9 a.m. - Shaharit Thursday, Oct. 20 Torah 
6:45 a.m. - Morning Service Simhat Torah 5:50 p.m. - Minhah/Kabbalat Shemini Atzeret/Simhat Torah 10:30 a.m. - Yizkor 
Shemini Atzeret begins at 7:30 p.m. - Leil Shabbat ShabbaVMa'ariv 8:45 a.m. - Service Friday, Oct. 21 
sunset Service, oneg Wed., Oct. 19 10 a.m. - Yizkor Simhat Torah 
6 p.m. - Ma 'ariv 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini 5:40 p.m. - Service 7:30 p.m. - Torah Service 

Thursday, Oct. 20 Atzeret ~---, 
1251 Middle Road 5:45 a.m. - Shaharit 5:45 p.m. - Torah parade t ' -Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat immediately following the \.• 

Torah East Greenwich 5:40 p.m. Minhah/Ma'ariv service 
9 a.m. - Morning Service Wednesday, Oct 12 Thurs. , Oct. 20 Friday, Oct. 21 
11 a.m. approximately- Yizkor Ere11Sukkot Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 

6 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Service Torah Simhat Torah 
Sim hat Torah begins in the 8:45 a.m. - Service 
evening Friday, Oct. 14 9 a.m. - Shaharit 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Service 
Sukkot Approximately 10:30 a.m. -

wwwjvhri.org 
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Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Sukkot - 2011/5772 
SYNAGOGUES - Torah 508-528-5337 

CONSERVATIVE - 9:30 a.m. - Service Wednesday, Oct. 12 
Approximately 11 a.m. - Yizkor Erev Sukkot MASSACHUSETTS 5:45 p.m. - Sukkot Dinner 7 p.m. - Celebration 

Temple Beth El 6:45 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Service 

385 High St., Fall River SYNAGOGUE- Thursday, Oct. 13 
First Day Sukkot 508-67 4-3529 REa>NSIRUCilONJSf 9 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 

Thursday, Oct. 20 - MASSACHUSETTS Service Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 
Torah Congregation Agudas Friday, Oct. 14 
10 a.m. - Service (Yizkor) Achim Second Day Sukkot 

6 p.m. - Service 901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
7:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat 
Service 

Mass. 
Tifereth Israel Congregation Wednesday, Oct. 19 

508-222-2243 Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini 
145 Brownell Ave ., New Friday, Oct. 14 Atzeret 
Bedford, Mass. Sukkot 7 p.m. - Erev Simhat Torah and 
508-997-31 71 6- 8 p.m. - Service and potluck Consecration 

Wednesday, Oct. 12 in the sukkah Thursday, Oct 20 
Erev Sukkot Wednesday, Oct. 19 

Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 
5:45 p.m. - Evening Service Erev Shemini Atzeret 

Torah 

Thursday, Oct. 13 6 - 8 p.m. Service and potluck 
9 a.m. - Simhat Torah and 

Sukkot First Day in the sukkah 
Yizkor Service 

9:30 a.m. - Service 
Thursday, Oct 20 

Friday Oct. 21 

Friday, Oct. 14 Simhat Torah 
Erev Simhat Torah 7:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Sukkot Second Day 9- 11 a.m. - Sim hat Torah Service 9:30 a.m. - Morning Service Service with Yizkor 

5:30 p.m. - Ru'ach Shabbat HAVUROT 
Thursday, Oct. 19 SYNAGOGUES 
Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini -REFORM- Newport Havurah 
Atzeret MASSACHUSETTS Saturday, Oct 15 
7 a.m. - Morning Service Sukkot 
5:45 p.m. - Service 3 p.m. - Sukkot Service Temple Etz Chaim 
Friday, Oct. 20 900 Washington St., Franklin, Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 

Mass. The Orthodox Chavurah 

HLOMO KESSEL talks with members of the Alliance's Community Relations Council's Israel Task Fore 
at the Alliance on Monday, Sept. 19. Noa Prawer, our community sh'liah, Israeli emissary, is at right. 

Emunah Children's Center 
benefits at-risk children 

SHLOMO KESSEL, exec
utive director of the Emu
naneh Children's Center in 

Afula, Israel, was in Providence 
to meet with Alliance repre
sentatives about the programs 
there, which receives an annual 
$20,000 allocation from the 

Annual Community Campaign. 
During his stay, he also spoke 

with mem- .,.. __ ....,....,........., 

bers of the 
A 11 i an c e's .__,..,..a.i-._i 
Community ■~-,-..,_~._,-, 1 

Relati o ns 
Council's 

Israel Task Force on the evening 
of Monday, Sept. 19. 

The Emunah Center serves 18 
at-risk children in Afula, offering 
therapies, educational support, 
guidance and programs for them 
and for their parents. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Minyan of New Thursday, Oct. 20 

Bedford (replacing Ahavath Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat 

Achim) 
Torah 
10:30 a.m. - Service 

Services held in Tifereth Israel 
Synagogue Library 

11 :30 a.m. - Yizkor 

145 Brownell Ave. , New 
7:20 p.m. - Dancing with the 
Torah 

Bedford, Mass. 
Friday, Oct. 21 

508-993-6242, ext. 15 Simhat Torah 
Thursday, Oct. 13 11 :30 a.m. - Service Hakafot 
First Day Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Shaharit Chabad of West Bay -
Friday, Oct. 14 Chai Center 
Second Day Sukkot 

3871 Post Road, Warwick 9:30 a.m. - Shaharit 
Thursday, Oct 20 884-7888 
Shemini Atzeret/Erev Simhat RSVPs appreciated, but not 
Torah required: RSVP 884-7888 or 
9:30 a.m. - Shaharit Rabbi@RabbiWarwick.com 
Friday, Oct 21 Thursday, Oct. 20 
Simhat Torah Shemini Atzeret, Erev Simhat 
9:30 a.m. - Shaharit Torah 

5 p.m. - Yizkor Service 
NON- Dancing with the Torah, buffet 

DENOMINATIONAL dinner 

Chabad House Jewish Friday, Oct. 21 

Heritage Center Simhat Torah 

362 Hope Street (near Olney 
9:30 a.m. - Prayer Service 

St.), 2nd floor, Providence 10 a.m. - Hasidic Dancing 

273-7238 10:30 a.m. - Torah Reading 

Thursday, Oct. 13 Noon - Kiddush Luncheon 

First Day Sukkot 
10:30 a.m. - Service 
Friday, Oct. 14 
Second Day Sukkot 
10:30 a.m. - Service 

/Chabad House of Providence 

Dancing with joy 
DOVRER LAUFER is on the shoulders of Yossi Abrams 

at a Chabad Sukkot celebration in 2010, 



PAGE 34 Jewish Voice 8l Herald September 30, 2011 

Did it make any 
lasting impact? 

Bv URIEL HEILMAN 

NEW YORK OTA) - Until the 
main event, which didn't come 
until the very end of last week, 
there was a strong element of the
ater to all the goings-on around the 
United Nations. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Participating countries at the 
stripped-down Durban Review 
Conference issued their condem
nations of Israel. Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad delivered 
his usual diatribe at the U.N. Gen
eral Assembly. Jewish protesters 
masqueraded as clowns to portray 
the U.N. as a circus, while others 
held a mock wedding between effi
gies of Ahmadinejad and Syrian 
President Bashar Assad. There 
were counter-conferences, symbolic 
arrests, press statements, petitions, 
newspaper ads and conference calls. 

And there were many, many 
meetings. 

With the world's attention fix
ated on Palestinian and Israeli lead
ers, did the Jewish effort amount 
to anything more than a sideshow 
during the U.N. General Assem
bly? 

"If someday the history is writ
ten, believe me, we played an essen
tial role," said Malcolm Hoenlein, 
executive vice chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations. 
"American Jews were not at all side 
players in this." 

Dueling General Assembly 
speeches by Palestinian Author
ity President Mahmoud Abbas 

West Bank 
Palestinians' views 

diverge on upcoming 
UN bid 

for statehood 
BY LINDA GRADSTEIN 

RAMALLAH, West Bank 
OTA) - A larger-than-life sky
blue chair with the word "Pal
estine" dominates the center of 
Manara Square in downtown 
Ramallah. 

The Palestinian flag, a national 
symbol once banned by Israel, 
flies everywhere. Long banners 
of flags crisscross the square, 
huge flags decorate the sides of 
buildings, and even police cars 
sport flags. Nationalist music 
blares from loudspeakers. 

The chair, symbolizing Pales
tinians' hoped-for acceptance as 

The Jewish effort at the U.N. 

and Israeli Prime Minister Benja
min Netanyahu "eclipsed every
thing else," Hoenlein said. But he 
and others said that Jewish groups 
played a critical role behind the 
scenes. 

In meetings that began months 
before the General Assembly and 
continued this week,Jewish organi
zations tried to pressure and cajole 
governments from Washington to 
Libreville, Gabon, to line up against 
the unilateral Palestinian statehood 
bid at the U.N. That strategy cen
tered on lobbying Congress and the 
White House; meeting with U.N. 
representatives, foreign ministers 
and heads of state; and seeking help 
from influential businessmen with 
connections overseas. 

The American Jewish Commit
tee (AJC) held 350 to 400 sepa
rate meetings, according to David 
Harris, AJC's executive director. 

The primary objective of the 
Jewish groups was to dilute sup
port among U.N. Security Council 
countries and General Assembly 
members for the Palestinians' state
hood initiative. The secondary goal 
was to ensure as little attention as 
possible was paid to the so-called 
Durban III conference, the event 
marking the 10th anniversary of 

MALCOLM HOENLEIN AND BENJAMIN NETANYAHU 

the 2001 U.N. anti-racism confer
ence in South Africa that served to 
rally anti-Israel forces. That's partly 
why there was no major Jewish rally 
against Durban III . 

On both counts, gauging success 
is tricky. 

Yes, Durban III was boycot
ted by some 15 countries, and the 
media largely ignored the one-day 

"American Jews 
were not at a11 side 

players in this." 

conference held Sept. 22. 
But did countries skip Durban 

III because of lobbying by Jewish 
groups, or did they decide it wasn't 
in their interests to be part of a far
cical process where human rights 
violators such as Zimbabwe her
alded their records fighting racism? 
Did media outlets fail to give much 
attention to Durban III because 

Jews discredited it, or because it 
didn't merit much ink or airtime? 

On Palestinian statehood, mea
suring achievement is even more 
difficult; it remains to be seen how 
much opposition Palestinian state
hood will encounter at the U. N. 
Moreover, can meetings by Jewish 
nongovernmental organizations 
make a difference when it comes to 
the vote on Palestine, or will coun
tries ultimately vote according to 
their national interests? 

"In diplomacy," Harris said. 
"it's many meetings by a variety of 
players - the U.S. government in 
the lead, perhaps the Israeli gov
ernment, perhaps the local Jewish 
community, perhaps others on the 
local scene - joined by AJC ... ." 

Even at this early stage, already 
there has been some measurable 
success, Harris and others said. 

While a few weeks ago it seemed 
that the United States would be 
forced to use its veto at the Secu
rity Council to quash a Palestinian 
statehood resolution, now it's far 
from clear the Palestinians will be 

Cynics and celebrants 
a state by the United Nations, is 
empty for now. Public opinion in 
Ramallah, the de facto Palestin
ian financial and political capital, 
is divided over whether the Pal
estinians' U.N. bid for statehood 
will make any difference on the 
ground. 

Some, like Walid Nasser, a 
manager of 17 radio stations in 
the West Bank, says that Pales
tinians are now on the road to an 
independent state. 

"It's a legal step and it's very 
important for our own real state," 
Nasser told JTA in Manara 
Square on Friday, the day Pal
estinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas submitted the 
Palestinians' bid for statehood to 
the United Nations. "There has 
never been a U.N. document that 
registers Palestine as a state. It's a 
huge step forward for the Pales
tinian people." 

Nasser did not seem bothered 
by the promised American veto 

of a Security Council resolution 
calling for the recognition of 
Palestine. 

"We want a state 
that will leave 
in peace with 
its neighbors, 

including lsrael." 

"We don't care - let the U.S. 
be the only one of 130 nations 
opposing a Palestinian state," he 
said. "We deserve a state just like 
Israel deserves a state. They suf
fered a lot in the past, but so did 
we. We want a state that will live 
in peace with all of its neighbors, 
including Israel." 

Others say that a Palestinian 
state would be a chance to right 

wwwjvhri.org 

historic wrongs. ~is Adel, 44, 
a soft-spoken waiter at a down
town Ramallah restaurant, stood 
outside a grocery store with his 
wife. 

"I was born in Nablus in 1967, 
and all of my life has been under 
Israeli occupation," he said, put
ting his grocery bags on the 
ground to rest for a moment. 
"For years now, Palestinian 
Prime Minister Salam Fayad has 
been laying the groundwork for 
a state, and now we are ready. 
Israel already has a state. Now 
we want a state within the 1967 
borders." 

The 1967 borders would mean 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank and Eastern Jerusa
lem; Israel withdrew from the 
Gaza Strip in 2005. Those are 
the same borders that President 
Obama cited earlier this year as 
the basis for negotiations, with 
mutually agreed swaps of ter
ritory. But in his speech to the 

WORLD 

able to muster the nine votes needed 
to prompt a U.S. veto. America no 
longer seems to be the lone 'no' vote 
on the Security Council. 

"The very fact that it's even in 
play is a major achievement by U.S. 
diplomacy, supported by Israeli ... 
and Jewish diplomacy," H arris said. 

In the General Assembly, where 
a resolution endorsing Palestinian 
statehood is practically assured pas
sage but would not carry the force 
of international law, Jewish groups 
and their allies continue to press 
the international body's so-called 
"moral minority" - democratic 
countries - to oppose the unilateral 
Palestinian bid. 

"In terms of the statehood issue, 
we're really not going to know 
the actual result for a while," said 
Daniel Mariaschin, executive vice 
president of B'nai B'rith Interna
tional. "In terms of counting votes, 
we're not able to do that right now." 

Despite that uncertainty, and 
the difficulty of establishing what 
exactly motivates countries to vote 
one way or another, the Jewish 
community already has achieved 
some measures of success. 

"There was something very 
positive about this entire exer
cise," Mariaschin said. "Not since 
the effort to repeal the 'Zionism 
is racism' resolution have I' se_en 
the kind of coordinated effort by a 
number of Jewish organizations to 
work on one issue." 

Beyond that, Mariaschin said, 
all the demonstrations, counter
conferences and public displays by 
Jews in New York served a purpose. 

"A lot of people feel frustrated 
that they can't actually do some
thing," Mariaschin said. "Knowing 
that organizations did something 
helps the morale in the community. 

U.N. General Assembly on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, there was 
neither mention of the 1967 lines 
nor a call to Israel to freeze set
tlement expansion. 

In New York, Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas said a future Palestinian 
state cannot have Jewish settlers 
in it. Some 300,000 Jewish set
tlers live in the West Bank, not 
including Eastern Jerusalem. 
Even assuming mutually agreed
upon land swaps that would keep 
settlement blocs under Israeli 
control, West Bank settlements 
that are home to tens of thou
sands of Israelis would be left 
in areas allotted to a Palestinian 
state under almost any conceiv
able peace deal. 

In Ramallah, many Palestin
ians are doubtful that the U.N. 
gambit will change anything in 
their daily lives. 

TWO, Page 35 
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Yahya Eid, 23, sat on a plastic 
chair next to a small stand selling 
tea and coffee. He said he works 
18 hours a day, either at the stand 
or at a small restaurant he owns. 
He graduated from university last 
year with a degree in computer 
science but couldn't find work in 
his field. 

H e smiled cynically as he 
surveyed the decorated square, 
which was mostly quiet on Friday, 
Sept. 23, while some flashpoints, 
like the Kalandiya checkpoint 
between Ramallah and Jerusa
lem, saw clashes between Israeli 
soldiers and Palestinian protest
ers. One Palestinian was killed 
in a clash between Israeli settlers 
and Palestinians near the Pales
tinian village of Qysra. 

"If Israel and the U.S. don't 
want us to have a state, it's not 
going to happen," Eid said. 
"W hat about President Obama's 
speech to the U.N .? All he said 
was, 'Get back to negotiating.'" 

TWO Palestinians, three opinions? 
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World 
News Briefs 

U.S. Holocaust museum 
receives largest single gift 

NEW YORK OTA) - In the 
largest single gift ever to the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
the estate of Eric F. Ross donated 
Sl 7.2 million. 

The money will be used to sup
port the Washington museum's 
endowment fund. 

With this gift, Ross and his late 
wife Lore have now donated more 
than $30 million to the museum. 
While they were alive the Rosses 
- both refugees of Nazi Germany 
- had donated more than S12 
million to the institution. 

Dutch doctors discourage 
male circumcision 

OTA) - A Dutch medical associ
ation has called on politicians and 
human rights groups to discour
age male circumcision. 

Asked whether the armed 
Palestinian police in the streets 
of Ramallah and the flags don't 
already provide a feeling of state
hood, Eid said, "Sure, it feels 
like a state during the day. But 
at 10 p.m. our police have to get 
off the streets and Israeli soldiers 
can come in if they want to arrest 
anyone. What kind of state is 
that?" 

A VIEW OF downtown Ramallah in the West Bank 

The Royal Dutch Medical 
Association appealed to poli
ticians to speak out about the 
procedure, in an attempt to 
encourage religious groups to 
find an alternative rite of passage, 
Reuters reported. 

Despite his perspective, Eid 
said he believes there eventually 
will be an independent Palestin
ian state - he's just not sure how 

long it will take. 
For a Palestinian named Nick, 

60, the celebrations in Ramal
lah on Friday, Sept. 23 marking 
Abbas' statehood petition were a 
chance to connect with the home
land he had left many years ago. 

Nick, who wouldn't give his last 
name, said he has lived in Rocky 
Point, N .C., for 43 years. But he 
felt he needed to be in Ramallah 
on Friday. 
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"Abbas will get support for 
a Palestinian state in the Gen
eral Assembly," he said. "It will 
remind the world that we still live 
under occupation." 

Nick 's family left the West Bank 
in 1968 because there were few 
economic opportunities, he said , 
yet despite 40 years abroad, the 
West Bank still feels like home. 
He owns a home here and returns 
frequently to visit. He hopes his 

(fee Includes all b ooks and a cat e re d class Shabbat d inner In March) 
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children, now young adults, . will 
move back to the West Bank. 

Nick says he's not sure if the 
United Nations petition will lead 
to an independent state. 

"It's hard to tell, but we had 
to do something," he said. "We 
negotiated fo r 20 years and 
achieved nothing but more settle
ments. Maybe this will make a 
difference." 

we are the 

Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs, presi
dent of the Dutch Association of 
Rabbis, told Reuters that about 
50 male Jewish babies are cir
cumcised in the Netherlands each 
year. Jewish boys are traditionally 
circumcised at eight days of age; 
Muslim boys are circumcised at 
some time during their child
hood. About 40,000 Jews and 1 
million Muslims live in the Neth
erlands. 
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States, Russia, the European 
Union and the United Nations 
that guides Middle East peace
making - "reiterated its urgent 
appeal to the parties to overcome 
the current obstacles and resume 
direct bilateral Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations without delay or pre
conditions." 

The statement came just hours 
after Palestinian Authority (PA) 
President Mahmoud Abbas deliv
ered a fiery address to the U.N. 
General Assembly demanding 
statehood recognition and setting 
as a condition for renewed talks a 
"complete cessation of settlement 
activity." 

Netanyahu's U.N. address deliv
ered the same day, by contrast, 
repeated his readiness to talk with
out preconditions. 

"The day I came into office, 
I called for direct negotiations 
without preconditions," he said. 
"President Abbas didn't respond. 
I outlined a vision of peace of 
two states for two peoples. He 
still didn't respond. I removed 
hundreds of roadblocks and 
checkpoints to ease freedom of 
movement in the Palestinian areas; 
this facilitated a fantastic growih 
in the Palestinian economy. But 
again, no response. 

"I took the unprecedented step 
of freezing new building in the 
settlements for 10 months. No 
prime minister did that before, 
ever. Once again - you applaud, 
but there was no response. No 
response." 

Such exchanges have been boil
erplate for the past year since talks 
collapsed, but Netanyahu followed 
up with something new: a public 
declaration that he was ready to 
abide by parameters set out by 
President Obama in a May 19 
speech in which the U.S. leader 
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called on the sides to negotiate 
borders using the 1967 lines, with 
agreed-upon land swaps, as the 
basis. 

"In the last few weeks, Ameri
can officials have put forward ideas 
to restart peace talks," Netanyahu 
said in his U.N. address. "There 
were things in those ideas about 
borders that I didn't like. There 
were things there about the Jewish 
state that I'm sure the Palestinians 
didn't like. But with all my reser
vations, I was willing to move for
ward on these American ideas." 

Netanyahu was backing away 
from his previous insistence that 
Israel could not abide such con-

MAHMOUD ABBAS 

ditions, as well as paying back 
Obama for his U.N. speech on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21 in which the 
president made a forceful case for 
recognizing not just Israel's secu
rity needs but its ancient stake in 
the region. 

"Let's be honest: Israel is sur
rounded by neighbors that have 
waged repeated wars against it," 
Obama told the General Assem
bly. "Israel's citizens have been 
killed by rockets fired at their 
houses and suicide bombs on their 
buses. Israel's children come of 
age knowing that throughout the 
region, other children are taught 
to hate them. Israel, a small coun
try of less than 8 million people, 
looks out at a world where leaders 
of much larger nations threaten to 
wipe it off of the map. The Jewish 
people carry the burden of centu
ries of exile and persecution, and 

BARACK OBAMA 

the fresh memory of knowing that 
6 million people were killed simply 
because of who they are. 

"Those are facts. They cannot 
be denied. The Jewish people have 
forged a successful state in their 
historic homeland." 

The speech, which was greeted 
enthusiastically by American 
Jewish groups, may have sounded 
like a pitch to a domestic constitu
ency by a president flailing in the 
polls, but administration officials 
insisted it was also part of a strat
egy: to get the parties to talk on 
the basis of the May 19 parameters 
outlined by Obama, which he 
sees as the only viable way toward 
achieving Palestinian statehood. 

"If these negotiations are going 
to succeed, they must be serious 
and credible and deal with all of 
the core issues," a senior admin
istration official told reporters on 
the evening of Friday, Sept. 23, 
requesting anonymity that is cus
tomary when discussing strategy. 
"I think a very important depar
ture point - and it was stressed 
throughout this statement and in 
our discussions with the Qyartet -
has been the fact that the remarks 
of President Obama in May that 
are guiding us and that provide 
the solid foundation for the nego
tiations to succeed. And in fact, I 
think the Qyartet in the statement 
is making clear those ideas that are 
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key." 
The Qyartet statement also out

lines a timeline for talks, and says 
borders and security should be the 
priority for the first three months, 
with a deadline for an agreement 
of the end of 2012. That made 
some pro-Israel groups nervous. 

"We believe the Qyartet erred 
in setting a preliminary agenda 
limited to issues of security and 
borders and timetables for propos
als," the Anti-Defamation League 
said in a statement. "By going as 
far as it does, the Qyartet state
ment misses an opportunity to 
send the clearest possible message 
to the Palestinians that the sole 

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU 

path to statehood lies in direct 
negotiations with Israel." 

Overall, however, the pro-Israel 
reaction was one of relief at the 
perception that the onus was on the 
Palestinians to turn up for talks or 
explain why they were a no-show. 
The White House's top Middle 
East official, Dennis Ross, briefed 
Jewish leaders on the week's events 
in a conference call last Friday 
evening just before Shabbat. One 
participant described getting the 
international community on board 
for talks as a "masterful job." 

It remains to be seen how the 
U.N. week will play out in the 
immediate future . Upon return
ing home, Abbas and Netanyahu 
both received adulatory welcomes 
from their respective publics for 
speeches that included charges of 
"ethnic cleansing" on both sides. 

Democrats and Republicans in 
the Congress stepped up demands 

to cut off the approximately $600 
million in aid received annually 
by the PA, both because of Abbas' 
statehood bid and because of talks 
with Hamas aimed at setting up a 
unity government. 

"President Abbas has been 
warned repeatedly," said Rep. Nita 
Lowey (D-N.Y.), the senior Dem
ocrat on the U.S. House of Rep
resentatives' foreign operations 
subcommittee of its Appropria
tions Committee, in a statement 
to ]TA. "I remain firm: His action 
crosses a line and should lead to a 
reevaluation of U.S. assistance for 
the PA." 

But Israel and some of its closest 
allies in the pro-Israel community 
are quietly pushing back against an 
assistance cutoff, saying security 
cooperation between Israel and 
the PA has been key to maintain
ing the quiet in the West Bank. 

The explosion that some Israelis 
had feared in the wake of Abbas' 
statehood demand never material
ized, although a father and baby 
apparently were killed last Friday 
in a stone-throwing attack near 
Kiryat Arba. The same day, a Pal
estinian man died when Israeli 
soldiers fired on Palestinians near 
Ramallah who had been clashing 
with settlers who were torching 
their groves. 

Additionally, Abbas - while 
sticking to his insistence on a 
settlement freeze - said he was 
otherwise ready to come back to 
the table, and notably did not set a 
deadline for the United Nations to 
address his membership request. 
Meanwhile, his unity talks with 
Hamas are all but moribund. 

Nonetheless, pleas from Israel 
and its friends might not stop a 
Congress bent on cutting waste 
from trimming the Palestinians 
right out of the budget. 

"I understand that Israel might 
want this funding for the Palestin
ians," Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-Fla.), the chairwoman of the 
House's Foreign Affairs Commit
tee, said on CNN last week. "I'm 
worried about the U.S. taxpayers." 
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Simon Wiesenthal left a legacy 
With strong egos, 

clashes ensue 

LAST MONTH, as I 
wandered my local library 
ooking for books of 
nterest, I spotted a book 

entitled "Simon Wiesenthal" - and 
realized that I had not thought 
about him in more than half a cen

tury. I had been 
familiar with his 
work - exposing 
the horrors of 
Nazism and its 
impact on world 
Jewry - when 
I was a young 
social worker 

agency 
was involved in 

------ rehabilitating 
Holocaust survivors. 

Terna 
Gouse 

whose 

Born in Austria, Wiesenthal had 
strong ties to his homeland. How
ever, in March 1938, when Aus
tria welcomed the German army 
with open arms and implemented 
Nazi policies, he was among the 
first Jews herded to concentration 
camps. Released from Mauthau
sen in 1945, he began investigat
ing Austrians who had helped the 
Nazis and tried to discover who had 
survived. 

Wiesenthal's office, devoted to 
these purposes, became known to 
Austrians and soon Jews all over 
the world sought him out. Protec
tive of the documents he acquired, 
he p~evailed upon Austrian offi
cials and other influential people 
to assist him in exposing those 
responsible for the attempt to anni
hilate an entire people. As word of 
his efforts spread, American and 
Israeli support for his projects grew. 
In some cases, other individuals or 

organizations tried to preempt his 
efforts, but none had his determi
nation or resources. He took issue 
with the World Jewish Congress, 
competing for credit for his exposes, 
though it never granted him finan
cial support. Israeli leaders were 
pleased with his efforts, although 
they were mainly concerned with 
survivors who were interested in 
making aliyah. 

Wiesentha's persistence paid off; 
he supplied endless data and arti
ficats to Yad Vashem to memorial
ize those who had perished in the 
concentration camps. In many he 
was responsible for reuniting family 
members who had lost touch with 
each other. Sadly, he was also able 
to acquire data to confirm deaths. 
With the passage of time, his fame 
became legendary - especially 
when, after years of pursuit, he 
tracked down Adolph Eichmann in 
Argentina, thereby claiming instru
mentality in his capture, trial and 
eventual execution. 

American Jewry then adopted 
and supported his efforts. He was 
invited to speak to groups the world 
over. In the 1970s, Rabbi Marvin 
Hier prevailed upon some wealthy 
Californians to finance a Holo
caust Memorial Center on the West 
Coast and they decided that Wie
senthal's prestige and fame would 
make his name ideal for the project. 

Wiesenthal was, of course, 
delighted. He also realized that 
this would help publicize his work 
and possibly also help finance the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center. He felt 
that he personally should control 
the Center's documents. Unfortu
nately, his ego sometimes clashed 
with that of Rabbi Hier. Even so, 
the Center thrives. Although the 
word "Holocaust" was eventually 
deleted from the museum's name, 
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SIMON WIESENTHAL 

and it is now officially known as 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, he 
insisted on perpetual recognition 
of the Holocaust's horrors. He con
tinued seeking out any one who had 
assisted any Nazi operation, or was 
responsible for the abuse or murder 
ofJews. 

When Kurt Waldheim, who had 
been suspected of Nazi ties, became 
Secretary General of the United 

Nations, Wiesenthal alerted the 
World Jewish Congress and pre
sented documentation that veri
fied the allegations. At a time when 
the U.N.'s attitude toward Israel 
was becoming more hostile, those 
documents were instrumental in 
lessening Waldheim's influence. 

In his later years Wiesenthal 
related details of his own experi
ences during his time in Mau-

thausen. He was almost 90 when 
he returned to Mauthausen on 
the 50th anniversary of its libera
tion. At 95, he conceded that pre
venting genocide and defense of 
human rights should now become 
the responsibility of the next gen
eration. 

Wiesenthal derived much plea
sure from the persistent public 
interest in the Wiesenthal Museum 
of Tolerance. On his 90th birth
day, he was honored at the former 
luxury hotel, the Hotel Imperial in 
Vienna. Though never convention
ally observant, he insisted that the 
catering for the occasion be kosher, 
because he knew that the hotel had 
once hosted Adolph Hitler. 

Like all of us, Wiesenthal had 
his flaws , but his contributions were 
extraordinary. 

F(ff more about the Simon Wie.ren
thal Center, visit www. wiesenthal. 
com. 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 

Why do this? 

When you can 
do this? 

EPOCH Senior Living .. . Providing Worry-Free R etirement 
Lifestyles in Your Neighborhood for Over a Decade. 

Assisted Living on the East Side 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401 -285-12 13 www.epocheastside.com 

Senior Living on Blacksume Boulevard 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, Rl 

4 0 1-237-0024 www.epochblackstone.com 

~ 
JEPOCH® 

Assisted Living • Short· Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care 
Skilled Nursing • Mcmorv Care • Respite • Fitness Center 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the benevolent king 
Ihe ultimate 

pragmatist, FDR 
failed to help refugees 

IN THE FIRST act of the 
1964 musical, "Fiddler on 
the Roof," the following 
dialogue takes place. One 

of the characters asks the rabbi: 
"Is there a proper 
blessing for the 
tsar?" 

And the rabbi 
responds: "A 
blessing for the 
tsar? Of course! 
May God bless 
and keep the tsar 

Dr. Stanley far away from us." 
Aronson E m b e d d e d 
----- within this bit of 
poignant humor was the deep
seated hope of European Jews, in 
earlier centuries, that somehow 
the great leader of their nation 
- be he a tsar, an emperor or a 
great prince - would be a benev-

olent ruler, a protector of the 
Jews despite being surrounded 
by an obdurate group of big
oted advisors . It was not unusual 
then, during the stressful years 
of the late medieval era, to wit
ness Jewish prayers for the ruler 
emanating from the overpopu
lated ghettos - petitions from an 
oppressed population dependent 
upon the ruler's fluctuating favor. 
And it was also true that many 

"Jews tend 
to worry." 

rulers of German principalities 
employed an occasional Jew as 
their financial advisor, scholar or 
physician - thus giving marginal 
credence to the myth of princely 
benevolence. 

In the presidential election of 
1932, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
a patrician with diplomas from 
Groton and Harvard, an elit
ist with an impeccable pedigree, 

WANTED: MATURE ADULTS 50+ 
What are YOU doing to exercise your brain? 

PLAY in just 10 weeks 
with 

KEYS TO FUN 
The revolutionary Adult Method that gives 

._ ___ _,.everyone the ability to play a keyboard instrument. 

1--------

Entire 10-week course 
Only $19.95 

- Includes 10 one-hour lessons, all course materials, 
& practice facilities. 

• NO Musical Background Needed! 
• Day & Evening Times Available• Success Guaranteed 

CALL TODAY • SPACE IS LIMITED 

KEYS TO FUN®LESSON CENTER 
T own & Country Plaza • 1665 Hartford Ave., Johnston • 277-9800 

Care That's At H ome, 
Wherever You Live. 

Comfort Keepers• provides in-home 
care services that help seniors live safe, happy and 
independent lives in the comfort of their own homes. 

401-349-0888 

I I • 1 l 'I \ ( I ''-11 4 )1' I ' " I p I I -- C ( •'' 

decided to run against Herbert 
Hoover. More than 70 percent of 
American Jews voted for Roos
evelt as the candidate who had 
chosen Jewish advisors (Samuel 

Rosenman, Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr., Felix Frankfurter), had broad
ened the national Civil Service 
(establishing objective testing as 
the criterion for governmental 
posts) and had taken the lead in 
hiring the unemployed. 

FDR, in deed rather than 
legend, assumed the role of the 
benevolent ruler of yore. And by 
the 1936, well over 90 percent 
of Jews were fervent advocates of 
Roosevelt (even those who would 
have otherwise voted for a Social
ist Party candidate). Roosevelt, 
more than any other 20th- cen
tury leader - whether elected 
or enthroned - was revered and 
cherished by the Jews. It was 
whispered in jest by Jews (and 
voiced in contempt by non-Jews 
who envisioned a nation ulti
mately dominated by Jews) that 
his real name was "Rosenfeld." 

Jews worry by nature. But what 
were the specific parochial con
cerns of this nation's Jews in, say, 

1936? Certainly, given the wide
spread unemployment, the cre
ation of jobs - and the concomitant 
guarantee that religion would not 
feature in the employment pro-

cess. Second, that the many New 
Deal measures already enacted be 
supported and enhanced. Inter
nationally, American Jews prayed 
that the Roosevelt administra
tion would display the courage to 
denounce the spread of fascism in 
Europe; and explicitly, that the 
rigid immigration laws of this 
nation might be relaxed to allow 
their European kin, now Jewish 
refugees, to find a haven on these 
shores. One weekly Jewish peri
odical declared that Roosevelt 
"was a leader and prophet, who 
had arisen to take the people from 
the desert to the promised land." 

So, during the fateful 1930s, 
before the United States entered 
World War II, what were Roos
evelt's actions and declarations on 
those seminal issues of greatest 
concern to American Jews? 

Roosevelt, ever the consummate 
politician, strategically balanced 
his words and deeds between a 
liberal core, based mainly in the 

Cranston Senior Guild 
goes to gamble 

THE CRANSTON 
Senior Guild is plan
ning a trip to Foxwoods 

Casino on Wednesday, Oct. 26. 
The trip, which includes food 
and Keno, cost S19 per person; 
SlO is for food and S15 is for 
Keno; transportation is free . The 
trip is open to members of the 
Cranston Senior Guild and non
members, as well. 

A bus will stop 
to pick people up 
at the JGC at 401 
Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, at 9 
a.m. and at Sears at 
the Warwick Mall 
in Warwick at 9:15 

wwwjvhri.org 

a.m. For more information, call 
Sunny Weintraub at 943-0748. 

1he deadline for reservati'ons is 
M onday, Oct. 17. Send reserva
tions and checks to Sunny Wein
traub, 33 Newall R oad, Cranston, 
RI02910. 

coastal urban centers, and an 
intransigent cluster of Southern 
states, conservative and nativist in 
spirit. Alas, the two great gather
ings oflabor unions were unalter
ably opposed to any relaxation of 
the stringent immigration regu
lations. Consequently, only a 
small number of refugees (largely 
scientists and professionals) were 
granted entry. It became unwise 
for American Jews of the 1930s, 
an embattled minority, to push 
too aggressively for what was at 
the time an unpopular cause. 

The situation continued to dete
riorate: In March 1938, Germany 
invaded Austria; and on the night 
of November 9, 1938, which his
torians have dubbed Kristallnacht, 
virtually every synagogue in Aus
tria and Germany was burned to 
the ground. 

In May 1939, the passenger 
ship S.S. St. Louis, carrying 900 
Jewish refugees from Europe, 
was refused permission to land 
in Havana; later, the U.S. Coast 
Guard prevented the ship from 
approaching American shores. 
The vessel was forced to return to 
Europe - where virtually all 900 
passengers later perished in con
centration camps. 

Roosevelt, the ultimate prag
matist, ruled a nation populated 
by disparate groups that included 
the nativist Klu Klux Klan, labor 
unions fearful of emigrant labor 
depriving them of jobs, and many 
others afraid of Jewish influence. 
Roosevelt adroitly managed to 
preserve much of the New Deal 
while achieving victory over fas
cism. And it didn't hurt that he 
was married to Eleanor, an ear
nest and sincere friend of the 
Jews. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., is 
dean of medicine emeritus at Brown 
University Medical School. Contact 
him at smamd@cox.net. 

Got a 
headache? 
PROVIDENCE Effec-
tive Oct. 1, Rhode Island's 
sales tax will be applied to 
over-the-counter drugs, also 
known as non-prescription 
drugs; pre-written computer 
software delivered elec
tronically, or by "load and 
leave," including applications 
("apps") for smartphones 
and similar devices; certain 
package tours and scenic and 
sightseeing transportation; 
and marijuana for medical 
use. 

For more information, call 
the Division ofTaxationS excise 
tax section at 574-8955. 
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Flu season coming Take steps to he safe 
Blue Cross & Blue 

Shield of Rhode 
Island offers relief 

PROVIDENCE - Blue Cross 
& Blue Shield of Rhode Island 
(BCBSRI) will sponsor free flu 
clinics for Rhode Islanders who 
lack health insurance. Over the 
next three months, BCBSRI will 
work with local community service 
providers to manage the clinics. 
Last year, BCBSRI administered 
nearly 750 doses through this 
annual program. 

"BCBSRI understands that 
good preventive care is important 
in all communities, and that immu
nizations, especially for influenza, 
are the first and most important 
step in protecting against the flu," 
said Dr. Gus Manocchia, senior 
vice president and chief medical 
officer at BCBSRI, in a Sept. 23 
press release. "BCBSRI [is] com
mitted to meeting the needs of the 
uninsured and under-insured in 
Rhode Island and partnering with 
community service organizations 
to help expand access to care and 
create a healthier state." 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recom
mends that everyone over the age 
of six months receive a seasonal flu 
shot. Vaccination of high-risk per
sons - including young children, 
pregnant women, people 65 years 
and older, and people with chronic 
health conditions like asthma, dia
betes or heart and lung disease - is 

important to decrease their risk of 
severe flu illness. The shot is not 
recommended for people who are 
allergic to chicken eggs or who 
have experienced a severe reaction 
to an influenza vaccination in the 
past. 

The schedule of free shots is as 
follows: 

• Oct. 15, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Hope 
Clinic, 60 Valley St., Providence 

• Oct. 18, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m., Crossroads, 160 Broad St., 
Providence 

• Oct. 19, 4 - 6 p.m., African 
Alliance - Project Hope, 474 
Broadway, Pawtucket 

• Oct. 27, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m., 
Woodlawn Community Center, 
210 West Ave., Pawtucket 

• Nov. 2, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m., Afri
can Alliance, Providence, 134 
Bridgeham St., Providence 

• Nov. 5, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Afri
can Alliance, 734 Hope St., Provi
dence 

Additional clinics will be 
added in October, November and 
December, and schedules are sub
ject to change. Visit the Ocean 
State Adult Immunization Coali
tion Web site, www.OSAICRI. 
org for updates and a full listing of 
all flu clinics. 

BCBSRI members can get their 
flu vaccination at no cost by visit
ing their primary care provider, a 
local pharmacy participating in 
our flu vaccine program or a flu 
clinic. 

For more information visit www. 
BCBSRI.com. 

Falls are leading 
cause of injuries and 
deaths among seniors 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Accord
ing to a Sept. 22 press release 
from the Rhode Island Depart
ment of Health, every year, more 
than 18,000 older Americans die 
because of a fall. In Rhode Island, 
fall-related injuries are the cause 
of 2,370 hospitalizations and more 
than 100 deaths each year. 

Safe Rhode Island, the depart
ment's injury prevention program, 
will co-sponsor several events for 
older adults across the state to pro
mote awareness and prevention 
around the issue of falls. 

Events will include falls pre
vention education, or balance 
and strength training such as Tai 
chi, Zumba, and yoga. A limited 
number of complimentary night
lights and educational brochures 
will be given out at all events. The 
night-lights tum on automatically 
when it is dark, thereby decreasing 
the risk of falls by providing light to 
dark areas in a home. 

"Falls are the leading cause of 
injury-related deaths, hospitaliza
tions, and emergency department 
visits among Rhode Islanders 65 
and older," said Director of Health 
Michael Fine, M.D. in the release. 
"It is estimated that one out of every 
three older adults will fall each 
year. We need to raise awareness of 
preventive measures that can keep 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 
Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehab1litat1on Center 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

New Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

New Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer1s and Related Memory Impairment 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Loc,1kd on 1hr Easl Si,k. 

Cdl u, toda1 1, ,r m111\· i11inrmatio11 or a per,onal IPur. 

Summit Common~ Skilled l\ur\ing and Rchahilitation Center 
IJ'J II i 11,idc: \1 c:. 1'1m idc:11,c· RI 021JOh • -lll 1- ';7.j . .j~I Ill l.1 \:-l ll I -27S--l1J_1, 

11 ,1 w.RadiusHealthCan{'cnter~.com 
wwwjvhri.org 

seniors safe in Rhode Island." 
The department recommends 

that older adults take steps to reduce 
the risk of falling by engaging in 
physical activities that include bal
ance, strength training and flex
ibility components. They should 
consult with their healthcare pro
vider about getting a falls risk 
assessment, having their medica
tions reviewed periodically, getting 
their eyes checked annually, and 
making sure their home environ
ment is safe and supportive. 

Falls prevention awareness activi
ties are being held throughout 
October. All events are free and 
open to the public unless otherwise 
noted: 

• Oct. 11, 10 a.m. - noon at the 
Buttonwoods Community Center, 
3027 West Shore Road, Warwick: 
Falls prevention workshop, includ
ing balance and gait screening, by 
the VNA of Care New England. 

• Oct. 13, 11 a.m. - noon at 
Woodlawn Gardens, 160 High St., 
Pawtucket: A safety presentation 
for the 50+ community. 

• Oct. 18, 11:30 a.m. - noon at 
Middletown Senior Center, 650 
Green End Ave., Middletown: Fear 
of falling and staying safe at home. 

• Oct. 26, 10 a.m. - noon at the 
East Providence Senior Center, 610 
Waterman Ave., East Providence: 
Falls prevention workshop, includ
ing balance and gait screening, by 
the VNA of Care New England. 

• Oct. 27, 10 a.m. - noon at 
the Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence: Falls 
prevention workshop, including 
balance and gait screening, by the 
VNA of Care New England ( For 
Tamarisk residents only). 

For additional information, on 
falls prevention far older adults, visit 
www.health.ri.gov/injurylfallspre
vention/far/olderadults/index.php. 

g1{l 
NAUGIITON As._q)(.'JATE5 

A long ljfe may mean needjng care 
and assjsfance for a long frme. 

Someday you may need some help or assistance. Whether it's at home, a 
nursing facility, or the hospital, if it has to do with care for seniors, we do 
it. And we do it with a commitment to your independence. 

Phone: 751.9660 ◊ Web: cathleennaughtonassoc.com 

Laurefmead residents Joy Wolff, Sheila Derman and Beverly Sugerman 
enjoy tennis at a local club with Executive Director Craig Evans. 

You win when you live at Laurehnead. 
Staying active can help you live a longer, healthier life. If 
you lived at Laurelmead, you cou ld choose from swimming, 
individualized strength training, aerobics, tai chi and more 
for your exercise. It's like having a fitness center in your own 
home! With a variety of sizes and styles of apartment homes 
available. there has never been a better time to consider 
moving to Laurelmead. Laurelmead and you - that's a 
winning combination! 

Call us today to schedule your personal tour! 

: : I " : t " • I • I t" " • t t" : I t • f ·• 

LAURELMEAD~~+ 
I 1,,;1/11;/1 1!i-'I /, !,Iii, 

Call Toll-Free: 1.866.921 .8207 www.la11rel111ead.co111 
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STU ALTMAN 
AUCTIONEER 

OR 

ANTIQrES 

401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE 

AUCTIONS ?-

QUALITY 

ITEMS 

WANTED 

• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
1\C"RE O : 21 ·::. 

66 Highland Road 
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809 
Tel 401145.9195 
www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

BAR/BAR MITZVAu/PHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECOINS, ~-----.1 : ~::~i~s BU WON & GOLD JEWELRY 
·STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES, STIRLING SILVER 

·COIHS&BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

NOWAVAllABLf 
Eagle Silver Dolla!,, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof Sets, (Din & 
Stamp Albums 

POORIJ COIN BCIIANGL INC. 
Serving bank>, attorneys, estates 
and the public for over 40yem. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1%9 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~:o~~.~~t:1~i:~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU~ ~ 

Q Larry B. Parness 
MaA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

-1rJ1 Vi4 ,Jqo • p1r1k',:,I -.- n.=.itcom rem 

1::.R01_::1r,Hllt''.) 1 0 Su1tc>S20 • Pr1..1.1d~•r1c_ R1n.::J1.3 
),Jci -.1• ~ n,, 11 11- ~er ,our ta,f":, 

iJJ, ., l nL ')rth,._ '~trJf ll'lil f1n11)l11 ~t'H, 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a Mltzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Sp«lafulng in Semce for SeniOB 
to kHp you safe and s«11re in your home. 

•Pre>peny iV.d1ntenance and iVianagement 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to. 

•m1rnm1ze fa ll nsks 
•maxImIze convenience, efficiency 

Wayne Rosenber!J 
Tel 401-273--4642 • Mob<le. 617-633-6062 
www.rerrtamensch.us Rl. Reg. 12969◄ 

H01\1E IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

Tel : 828-5908 
or 

738-7835 

JADE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRAHSTDH, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

ML#A1538 
Licensed & Insured 

CTRIC 
291 Knight Street 

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 

401-640-1451 

.--a-
Joe DeFranco 24 Hour Service 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estJmate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) 01 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG 121ll t • MA HIC 1145887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 



BUSINESS 

I know you· know a GUY! 
Rhode Islanders are famous for saying ' I KNOW A GUY!" 

Paula Miller, who discovered advertising with The Voice & Herald, 

earned herself a $25 gift card to Casserta's Pizza, when she referred a 

new advertising customer to us. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly [she's REALLY nice), at 421-4111 , ext. 160 

or e-mail tstearly@jfri.org to get in on the deal. You find us a business 

person who would love business from our community, and if he or 

she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 
• REFER SOMEONE -your favorite doctOf, dentist, realto,, accountant. restaurant 
owner, florist, liquor store owne,, etc. to Tricia Stearly, our advertising sales 
representative, at 421-4111 , eict 160 or tstearly@JFRl .org. 
, IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE VOICE & HERALD In the past 
12 months and signs an advertising contract with us, we'l1 send you the S2S gift card from one of our local 
advertisers. 

• WE' LL SEND YOU the S2S gift card afler the ad runs. 

• IT'S A WIN·WIN FOR EVERYONE -you get a gift card to use or give away, your referral geu g1eat advertising 
exposure and we've put money in the hands of another local business! 

, DON'T DELAY - this program may be t1me-hmited! 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 

- 1 e wish Voice & Herald is indeed the voice 
o our · sh community of Rhode Island and 
nearby Massachusetts, the glue that holds us 
together despite our diversity of practice and 
opinion. As a regular columnist, I consider it a 
joy and a privilege to be able to add my v ce to 
our ongoing conversation. 

- Rabbi James Rosenberg 

CLASSIFIEDS 
VOICE & 

HERALD SEEKS 
INDEPENDENT 

SALES 
CONTRACTOR 

DO PEOPLE TELL YOU that 
you could sell "ice to Eskimos"? 
Could you sell "sand to desert 
dwellers"? 

If so, we want to hear from 
you. The Jewish Voice & Herald 
is seeking a second salesperson 
on an independent commission 
only basis (with a very generous 
commission rate) to sell into 
certain specific business areas. 

While we don't expect - or 
need - a salesperson to travel 
to the desert or the North Pole 
- the successful candidate must 
be able to drive throughout 
greater Rhode Island and be 
committed to selling ads for 
placement in our award-winning 
biweekly newspaper. Successful 
candidate need not be Jewish; 
experience in print media ad 
sales is strongly recommended. 
Serious candidates only. 

Contact Nancy Kirsch at 
nkirsch@shalomri.org or 421-
8332. 
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MATH TUTOR 
AVAILABLE 

Math tutor, proven results. 
East Side/Oakhill , 35 years 
experience. Algebra I and 
11, S.A .T. preparation and 
remediation. Call 751-4848. 
avail. , as needed. 

COMPANION 
WANTED 

Companion to live in private 
kosher home with mostly 
independent elderly gentleman. 
Part time position includes light 
housework/cooking/shopping. 
Room, board & stipend. Sports 
Lover Preferred! 617-877-8049. 

PERSONAL 
CARETAKER 
AVAILABLE 

Personal caretaker available to 
help with light housekeeping, 
drive people to appointments, 
help with personal care 
and other duties; excellent 
references available, available 
weekdays and some evenings. 
Call for more information 401 -
965-2965. 

C.N.A. 
AVAILABLE 

C.N.A ., Honest, mature 
C.N.A . Looking for private 
duty position, open schedule, 
overnights okay. Available for 
doctors' appointments, 
errands, light meals & 
housekeep ing. Impeccable 
references. Call Jean Martin, 
home 270-1084, cell 649-9297. 

To place a 
classified ad 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@shalomri.org, 
or call 421-4111, ext. 160 

The JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

INS"CRANCE 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Seivice ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
40 I-751-2990 I Jbrier@brier-brier.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

SALON SERVICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wffh other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence• 401-331-4888 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

V 

PAVING 

Bob Knych 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 {jem Pavi11J and Sea( Coafi11J 
Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 

Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriplions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Bus. (401 ) 725-6705 
(401) 475-1010 

Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Better Than a Billboard 

Free Estimates 

Fully Insured 

lie# 20547 

FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

1be JEWISH Vo1CE & ffFRArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401 -421-4111 , ext 160 -
email: tstearly@shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 42 Jewish Voice 8{_, Herald September 30, 2011 

Reeva Curran 
SMITHFIELD - Reeva Curran, of 
720 Putnam Pike, Greenville, died 
Sept. 22 at home. 

Born in Providence, she was a 
daughter of the late Pearl and Martin 
Curran. She attended school in 
Providence and was a graduate of 
the University of Rhode Island. Until 
her retirement, she was employed in 
the licensing division of the State of 
Rhode Island. 

She was actively engaged in vol
unteer work, including as an usher 
at several theaters, helping at blood 
drives and participation in Hadassah. 
An avid sports fan, she especially 
enjoyed traveling, her family, Rhode 
Island beaches and sports. She was 
a member of Temple Emanu-EI and 
Hadassah. 

She leaves her brothers, Dr. Joel 

D. Curran of Pittsfield, Mass. and 
Alvin Curran of Rome, Italy; her 
nieces, Deborah Fradkin (Daniel) of 
Lexington, Mass., and Judith Curran 
O'Keefe (Brian) of Natick, Mass.; her 
nephew Mark A. Curran (Brenda) of 
Needham, Mass. ; three great-nieces 
and four great-nephews. 

Donations may be made to the 
Curran Endowment at Temple 
Emanu-EI or Hadassah. 

Joseph Greenfield, 92 
CRANSTON - Joseph Greenfield 
died Sept. 25. He was the husband 
of Eunice (Horovitz) Greenfield, to 
whom he was married for 69 years. 
Born in Providence, he was a son of 
the late Abraham and Pauline (Sass) 
Greenfield. A resident of Cranston 
for 40 years, he had previously lived 
in Providence. 

He was a salesman at Devaney's 
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Tire in East Providence until his 
retirement 20 years ago. He served 

• 
as an Army staff ser
geant in the European 
Theatre during World 
War II. He enjoyed play

ing cards and was a member of the 
Ruggieri Post. 

In addition to his wife, he leaves 
his daughter Leslie Greenfield Young 
and her husband Robert of Frank
lin, Mass. ; and his grandson Stacy 
Barrow of Boston. He was the 
brother of the late Beatrice, Anita, 
Marvin, Alberta, Edwin, Fay and 
David Greenfield. 

Donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association, 1 
State St., Suite 200, Providence, RI 
02908. 

Beverly Kwasha, 82 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. -
Beverly Kwasha, of Palm Beach Gar
dens and Cranston, died Sept. 25. 
She was born to the late Abraham 
(Allen) Strauss and Minna Strauss, 
Aug. 18, 1929 in Providence. 

A 1947 Cranston High School 
graduate and a 1951 graduate of 
the University of Rhode Island, she 
married the late Owen B. Kwasha in 
1951. They lived in Cranston before 
retiring to Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

An avid golfer, she was formerly 
the president of Rhode Island 
Women's Golf Association. She was 
accomplished in amateur theater, 
piano, art, duplicate bridge and the 
New York Times Sunday crossword 
puzzles. 

She leaves her daughter Kathy 
Hamilton and her husband Joseph 
Hamilton, an attorney, of Lon
donderry, N.H.; grandchildren, 
Meghan Hamilton of Madison, Wis., 
Kristen O'Neill and her husband Dr. 
Michael O'Neill of Rochester, N.Y., 
David Jacober of New York City, 
Michael Jacober of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
and great-grandchildren, Alayna and 
Colin O'Neill. 

She also leaves her brother Justin 

OBITUARIES 
"Jay" Strauss and his wife Sandy of 
Cranston; her sister-in- law Lenore 
Beranbaum of Warwick, six nieces 
and a nephew. She was predeceased 
by her daughter Karen Jacober, her 
son-in-law Jeffrey Jacober and her 
grandson Eric Jacober. 

Donations may be made to the 
charity of one's choice. A private 
ceremony is planned for the fall in 
Cranston. 

Lillian Sarah Levy, 92 
WARWICK - Lillian Levy, of War
wick, died Sept. 12. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late Morris 
and Fannie (Goodman) Levy, she 
was a lifelong resident of Rhode 
Island, living in Pawtucket for 58 
years. 

A life member of Hadassah, she 
was a former member of Congrega
tion Ohawe Shalam. 

She is survived by her nieces and 
nephews, Rhoda Swartz, Howard, 
Stanley and Barry Levy, Joseph 
Hirsch, Susan Ferdman Anderson, 
and Gary, Michael and Harvey Ferd
man. She was the sister of the late 
Samuel and Louis Levy, Ruth Bader, 
Rose Hirsch and Mae Ferdman. 
Contributions may be made to 
Hadassah. 

Lauren Jill Marlowe, 27 
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. - Lauren 
Marlowe died Sept. 20 at Bethesda 
Hospital. She was the daughter of 
Douglas and Celia (Rosen) Marlowe 
of Boynton Beach. She had lived in 
Boynton Beach since 2007, previ
ously living in Winter Springs, Fla. 

A remarkable special education 
teacher for children with severe and 
profound autism, she was a gradu
ate of Illinois State University and a 
member of Autism Now. 

She was the sister of Alison Wes
termann of El Paso, Texas, and the 
granddaughter of Estelle Rosen of 
Providence, and Delray Beach. 

Contributions may be made to 

Autism Now, 1660 L St. NW, Suite 
301, Washington, DC 20036. 

Erwin G. Robinson, 93 
WARWICK 
Erwin Robin
son, of West 
Bay Manor, died 
Sept. 20 in Kent 
Hospital. He 
was the hus
band of the late 
Lucille (Finberg) 
Robinson. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Matthew and Bess (Leichter) 
Robinson, he had lived in Warwick 
for 63 years. He was the father 
of Susan Fleisig and her husband 
Samuel of East Greenwich, Peter 
Robinson and his partner Daniel 
Goren of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and 
Paula Greenwood and her husband 
Addison of Takoma Park, Md. He 
was the grandfather of Michael Rob
inson, Micah Fleisig, Rachel Mooney 
and Tess Greenwood, and the great
grandfather of Judah Robinson and 
Daniel Mooney. 

-

He enlisted in the U.S. 
Army during World War 
II, serving from 1941 to 
1945. As a first lieuten

ant, he fought in the European 
Campaign from France through the 
Battle of the Bulge. Upon returning 
to Rhode Island, he and his mother 
owned and operated Mrs. Robinson, 
Inc. until 1985. 

Chairman of the board of South
ern New England AAA from 1987 
to 1990, he was a volunteer at the 
RI Community Food Bank and a 
member of the Providence Cham
ber of Commerce. He also worked 
at Bryant University as an advisor 
in the Small Business Development 
Center. He was a longtime member 
ofTemple Beth-El. 

Contributions may be made to the 
RI Community Food Bank or your 
favorite charity. 

The circle of life goes on 
AS A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER with limited resources, we welcome donations from our readers. We 
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We are grateful to and for all our readers, whether they donate or not. For more information about submis
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nk.irsch@shalomri.org or 421-4111, ext. 168. 
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SIMCHAS 

EVE HEAVEN SOSNOWSKI 

SI E and JAKE SOSNOWSKI , of West Kingston joyfully 
nounce the bi rth of their daughter, Eve Heaven. Born May 

Eve is the first grandchild in the Woodford/Nelson/ 
snowski /Tuoni clan, of South County in Rhode Island; her 

big y res her! 
H er middle name and her H ebrew name (H ava) are for her maternal 

great-grandfather H erb Conrad, of Berkeley H eights, N .J. 

A bat mitzvah 

CHLOE SAVIT CHLOE SAVIT, the daughter of Jeffrey Savit and Lori 
Barnet, sister of Mollie Savit and granddaughter of Sybil 
K. Savit and Albert and Marlene Barnet, became a bat 
mitzvah on Saturday, Sept. 3, at the Hotel Marlowe in 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Rabbi Mark Sokol! and Cantor Jodi Blankstein officiated. Chloe 

donated a portion of her bat mitzvah gifts to the Charles River 
Performance Arts Camp's Scholarship Fund to help fellow 
campers who could not otherwise afford to attend the camp. 
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a senior member of our community, 
can no longer drive. He does not 
have family in the area so he is often 
confined to his home. Irving began to 
lack consistent human contact and 
had a hard time making sure he had 
the food he needed for his meals. 

Thanks to your generosity, Irving is now 
able to have meals delivered to his 

, house regularly from Meals-on-Wheels. 
, He is also provided with transportation 
· to attend group meals at the JCC at 
the Alliance, allowing him to remain 

: social and active. 

The Annual Community Campaign is 
driven by the powerful idea that when 
we all participate, we all succeed. 

Our Annual Community Campaign 
supports more than 300 programs and 
services that work, day in and day 
out, to sustain and enrich Jewish life 
and Jewish lives for this and future 
generations. 

Please give generously to the 
2012 Annual Community Campaign. 
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Doing a world of good. 
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relieving hardships, and inspiring hope everyday. 
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