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JCDSRI 
set to open 

Tuesday, 
Aug.30 
Superior Court 

proceedings ensure it's 
'business as usual ' 

for day school 

B Y N ANCY KJH SCII 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Editor's note: A n abbreviated version 
of this story was posted on the news
paper's Web site, wwwjvhri.org, on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, A ug. 10. 

PROVIDEN CE - On the 
morning of W ednesday, Aug. 
10, the Jewish Community D ay 
School of Rhode Island OCDSRI) 
confirmed that school will open 
"for business as usual" Tuesday, 
Aug. 30. In court proceedings 
on Aug. 10, Superior Court 
Judge Bennett Gallo approved 
a management plan allowing 
a new entity - the Jewish Day 
School of P rovidence - to serve 
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/Naomi Williams 

'IT'S A GIRL THING' - Polish counselors, Anna Tenenbaum, with glasses, and Marcjanna Kubala , 
second from right, are surrounded by young women at Camp JORI . 

A primer 
on 

Palestinian 
statehood 

The role of the 
United Nations' 
Security Council 

B Y URIEL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK OTA) - On Sept. 
20, when the annual session 
of the U.N. General Assembly 
opens, Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas is 
expected to ask U.N. Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon to present 
a Palestinian request for state
hood recognition to the U.N. 

MAHMOUD ABBAS 

Security Council. 
The long-anticipated request 

will kick off a chain of events 
that some analysts are warni ng 
could result in a new paroxysm 
of violence in the Middle East. 

H ere is a guide to what might 
happen, and what it might mean. 
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Savit 
• reassigns 

some 
Alliance 

staff 
N ew Leadership 

in the Early 
Childhood Center 
Bv VOICE & H ERALD STA FF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Jeffrey K. 
Savit, chief executive offi cer and 
president of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance) announced staff changes, 
most of which become effective 
M onday, Aug. 22. 

JORI 
welcomes 

Jewish 
counselors 

from 
Poland 

Keeping Jewish 
connections strong 

B Y N.1NCY KlllSC II 

nki rsch@shalom ri. org 

WAKEFIELD - Cheerfu l and 
perky, Camp JO RI counselors 
Anna Tenenbaum, 22, and 
Marcjanna Kuba la, 19, offered 
a welcome counterpoint to the 
gray and ra iny afternoon of 
Sunday, Aug. 14. Tenenbaum 
and Kubala, Polish Jews, came 
to work as counselors at JO RI 
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VIN KILBRIDGE 

Savic explained that these 
changes are designed to align the 
Alliance's staff in a very effective, 
flexible manner. "When the Alli
ance was created, such efficiencies 
were envisioned; now Alliance 
staff members are being redeployed 
to those areas where they will be 
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Sukkot concert, 
family fun on tap at 

the Alliance 

BY N ICOLE KATZM AN 

nkatzman@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - M ama Doni 
and her Shaboom Band wi ll 
perform a Sukkot concert in 
Providence on Sunday, Oct. 16, 
as part of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island 's (the Alli
ance) first annual Fall Family 
Fest. The concert is sponsored by 
the Alliance, The PJ Library, the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island, Camp JORI and 
other community partners; the 
Fall Family Fest is an Alliance 
program. 

The Fall Fam ily Fest, which will 
include family activities, games, 
a craft fair, a farmers' market and 
more, will run from noon to 3 p.m. 
outside the Alliance building on 
E lmgrove Avenue. The concert, 
part of the afternoon festivities, 
begins at 3 p.m, and will be held 
inside the Alliance, at 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. AU activi
ties other than the concert are free. 

Doni ZasloffThomas, who per
fo rms as Mama Doni, is a mother, 
music teacher, songwriter and lead 
si nger in The Mama Doni Band. 

At the International Jewish 
Music Festival in Amsterdam in 
2008, the band competed against 
more than 100 bands from 15 
countries to win the Simcha 
Award for "Inspiring Joy Through 
Music." The group's press material 

describes the band as, "Celebrating 
Jewish culture with irrepressible 
zest in its high-energy, interactive, 
family rock concerts and record
ings, the band performs catchy 
pop songs that break the mold of 
traditional Jewish music. 

"Qyirky, offbeat, and unpredict
able, The Mama Doni Band offers 
up a contagious and unexpected 
blend of reggae, rock, disco, Latin, 
klezmer and 'Jewgrass' - all woven 
together with a hip Jewish sensi-

Live in elegant surroundings. enriched with a 
distinctive cultural ambiance. An unparalleled level 
of service and amenities . and the support you need 
for your safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio , one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, call Dianne: l ~= 
401 -732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org ~~ 

bi lity and a zany sense of humor." 
Doni, who grew up in Lower 

M erion, Penn., was immersed 
in Jewish life and music from an 
early age. She attended Jewish 
day schools before studying at 
Brandeis and then New York Uni
versity, where she earned a degree 
in educational theater. Pursu ing 
a career in children's media and 
marketing, D oni was the creative 
director for an award-winning 
children's media company for 

TAMARI K 
4.5~1!:,1£D LIVING -'..ES D[NCt: 

3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 
Where Life Is Celebrated ' " 

- LMng • Renaissance Memory suppo,1 Celebration• Adult Day Serv,ces • Respite Care 

8 A Carehnk Member 
r.;,; A Community of the JeW1sh Seniors Agency of RI 
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COMMUNITY 

/ Mama Ooni 

more than seven years. 
When D oni's children's pre

school recruited her as the music 
teacher in early 2007, she read
ily agreed, and the creative juices 
started flowing. Her desire to share 
her love of Jewish culture with 
young children in a fun way, led 
her to begin writing and recording 
origi nal songs. The result? Mama 
Doni Productions. 

D oni 's first album, "I Love H er
ring (& Other Fish Shticks for 
Kids)," was released in May 2008. 
A four-song EP for H anukkah, "I 
Love Chanukah!," and an EP for 
Purim, "I Love Purim!," followed. 
Her second fu ll-length album, 
"Chanukah Fever," was released 

in November 2009 and her full
length CD, "Shabbat Shaboom," 
came out in March 2011. 

"I wanted to si ng funky Jewish 
songs with the kids, but couldn't 
find the kind I envisioned, so 
I thought I'd try to write them 
myself," Mama D oni said, accord
ing to her press materials. "The 
next thing I knew, I was filling 
notebook after notebook with 
music. I would leave voice mes
sages to myself all day long, with 
new lyrics and ideas, and I'd wake 
up in the middle of the night with 
three-part harmonies, rhymes and 
stories in my head. 

"I felt I was creating a new kind 
of music that would make sense 
not only to kids, but also to their 
parents and grandparents. . . cre
ati ng music that speaks to differ
ent generations, that makes sense 
not only to Jewish people, but to 
people of all backgrounds." 

The New York Times said, 
"Her stage name may sou nd as if 
it belonged on a jar of pasta sauce, 
but M ama D oni is an indisputably 
Jewish performer. Doni Zasloff 
Thomas in real life, she special
izes in putting a Jewish spin on all 
kinds of musical styles, including 
reggae, rock, disco and Latin." 

For more information about 
M ama D oni, visit www.mamadoni. 
com. 

T ickets to the concert are 15 per 
person/ $18 pe, family. To reserve 
tickets1 contact Nicole Katzman, cur
rently the director of Shalom Family 
at331-0956, ext. 180ornkatzman@ 
shalomri.org. 

For more information about the 
Fall Family Fest, contact Stephanie 
Marko.If Cohen, director, public 
programs and cultural arts for the 
Alliance, at 331-0956, ext. 108 or 
scohen@shalomri.org. 
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Free the Washington Letter from its storage facility 
Original documents inspire 

us to bear witness 
B Y JANE EISNER 

NEW YO RK - This Sunday afternoon, Aug. 
21, dignitaries w ill gather at the Touro Syna
gogue in Newport for the annual public reading 
of the letter that P resident George Washington 
w rote to the Jews of that community in 1790. So 
revered is th is letter - wh ich famously promised 
th at the new government would "give to bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assistance" that 
Governor L incoln Chafee will attend the cer
emony and deliver the keynote address. 

Malcolm Rogers, director of the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston, is scheduled to recite 
Washington's text, all 337 words of it, consid
ered the defining expression of religious toler
ance in the new United States. 

But Rogers won't be reading from the original 
letter; in fact, no one can read from the original 
letter. As my news organization, The Forward, 
has detailed over several months, the original 
Washington's letter is locked away in a nonde
script art-storage facility near a football stadium 
in suburban Maryland, because the private foun
dation that owns the document and the Jewish 
organization responsible for its well-being have 
refused to make it public and refused to say why. 

No one should be able to keep an iconic piece 
of American history hidden. It's time to liberate 
th e letter. 
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At The Forward, thi~ story started as a mys
tery, when reporter Paul Berger learned late 
last year that even the most celebrated Ameri
can historians had no idea where the original 
letter was actually housed. Through dogged 

·reporting, Berger discovered that the letter was 
bought by Morris Morgenstern, a self-made 
Jewish businessman, who by all accounts trea
sured the document that came to represent the 

"No one should be able 
to keep an iconic piece of 
American history hidden. 
lt's t ime to liberate the 

letter." 

freedom and acceptance he found in this coun
try. His eponymous foundation gave the letter 
to B'nai B'rith International in a long-term loan 
for its museum of Jewish artifacts, in Washing
ton, D.C. 

But B'nai B'rith is a social-welfare organi
zation, not a cultural center, and when it was 
forced to move to smaller quarters in 2002, 
the museum's doors were effectively shuttered 
and many of its holdings were placed in stor
age. Even though such venerable institutions as 
the Library of Congress and the new National 
Museum of American Jewish History asked to 
display the letter, B'nai B'rith resis ted, citing 
the Morgenstern Foundation's reluctance to let 
it go. 

Neither B'nai B'rith nor the foundation has 
adequately explained thei r reasoning. 

Liberating the letter is more than an aca
demic exercise. Like all such historical papers, 
its contents are in the public domain, easily read 
in print or online, and copies are hung in select 
museums and libraries. But that leaves history 
to speak in only a whisper. A facsimile fulfills 
a certain purpose, but it can feel cheap, manu
factured. It doesn't stir the soul, conquer doubt, 
nor make a civic connection. A uthentic docu
ments, historian Ron Chernow reminded me, 
"take us out of the realm of myth and put us 
into the world of historical events, real people 
and situations." 

Such historians as C hernow - who won the 
2011 Pulitzer Prize for his biography of W ash
ing ton - know the deep sig nificance of W ash-

ington's words, how they branded the new 
nation with the pledge of pluralism , addressed 
to "the children of the stock of A braham" but 
applicable to all. "It's the most eloquent state
ment perhaps in our history of religious toler
ance," Chernow said. 

Even though he spent six years reading 
through Washington's papers, C hernow hasn't 
seen the letter, either. Nor have other histori
ans I interviewed, who were equally passion
ate about both the letter's importance and the 
need to let the public read it, absorb its message, 
and understand its centrality to the Founders' 
thinking. 

As the first president of a nation far more 
homogeneously Christian than it is today, 
Washington must have known the outsized 
impact of his statement to Newport's Jews. 

He was not speaking only for himself. 
"Among the Founders, there was a pretty 

clear and deep commitment to the principle of 
religious freedom and toleration," said Joseph 
Ellis, another Pulitzer Prize-winning histo
rian of the period. "The public [today] needs to 
know, more than it does, that we are established 
on a set of principles that doesn't privilege any 
one particular faith." 

While I'm not a historian, this is a personal 
passion for me, too. Before assuming my cur
rent job, I worked at the National Constitution 
Center in Philadelphia for several years, and I 
saw first-hand the powerful response to viewing 
history when and how it was made. This is why 
people line up for hours to view the Declara
tion oflndependence and the U.S. Constitution 
at the National Archives, and why we were so 
proud at the Constitution Center to display a 
rare copy of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

There is an imperative to bear witness, to 
prove that those w:ords were really written, those 
guarantees of religious liberty truly enshrined. 
By keeping an essential document locked in 
a warehouse, we make it that much harder to 
raise the next generation of "good citizens," as 
W ashington called his fellow Americans. Lib
erate the letter. 

Jane Eisner is editor of 1he Forward; she gra
ciously granted us permission to reprint her op-ed. 
Contact her at eisner@jorward.com. For more on 
Washington's letter, visit 1he Forward at www. 

forward. com. 
1his op-ed appeared in the Aug. 16 issue of the 

Providence f ourna, which also granted us permis
sion to run this piece. 
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Making room 
for a daughter's 

departure 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

I 'D LIKE TO think that the dreaded 
expression "helicopter parent" doesn't 
apply to me. I never cared if my 
children dressed in clothes that coor

dinated - as long as what they wore was rel
atively clean and weather-appropriate. One 
dear friend was horrified by my nonchalant 
attitude when my daughter, then 4 or 5, 
chose to wear stripes and plaids together. 

And though I may have fumed silently, 
I refrained from complaining to coaches, 
directors and academic advisors when my 
children weren't recognized for their ath
letic, dramatic or academic achievements. 

So, I didn't quite expect the range of 
emotions washing over me, sometimes 
engulfing me, as we prepare to send our 
elder child, and only daughter, off to col
lege. 

My own departure for college seemed 
anti-climactic, at least to me. I had already 
spent six months in Israel and several more 
weeks traveling through Greece and Italy, 
so leaving for the state university a mere 40 
miles or so from our home in Indianapo
lis, Ind., seemed relatively insignificant. I 
didn't know it then, but once I left for col
lege, I would never live at home again. The 
summer between Israel and college was 
challenging at best, as my mother insis
tently reminded me, "You have a midnight 
curfew." I loved college and only tolerated 
living at home; I enrolled in summer school 
classes and completed my degree in three
and-a-half years. 

Am I ready to send my first-born off to 
Union College, where she'll succeed and 
fail, fall down and pick herself up, rejoice 
in new adventures and so much more ... ? 
I'll only be able to share those moments of 
joy and pain, excitement and apprehension 
from afar, rather than face-to-face. Sure, 
texting and emailing and phoning will 
happen and communication will be more 
frequent than my once-a-week calls home 
from college. (On Sunday afternoons -
remember? The rates were lower!) 

Children are supposed to have roots and 
wings. I want my daughter- and son, who's 
a year behind her in school - to soar and 
explore, succeed and fail, cry and laugh, 
without feeling the need for me to be pres
ent. 

I don't know how it will feel to hear 
about those moments, those experiences, 
those trials and tribulations, those joys and 
accomplishments from a distance; after all, 
she's been sharing them with me on an "up 
close and personal" level for the past 18 
years. 

I can remember when I was mourning 
some separation from one of my children; it 
might have been my return from my second 
- and what I knew then would be my last 
- maternity leave. Someone told me then, 
"Motherhood is simply a series of saying 
good-byes." 

So as I send my daughter off to college, I 
wish for her roots and wings, the strength 
and fortitude to make every experience a 
positive one and the wisdom to come back 
home on vacation! 

IT SEEMS To ME 

'The Honored Dead' 
Joseph Braude's tale holds 
its secrets to the very end 

JOSEPH BRAUDE IS a Providence 
native son. This past June, Spiegel & 
Grau, a division of Random House, 
published his second book, "The Hon
Dead: A Story of Friendship, Murder, 

and the Search for Truth in the Asab World." 
Pre-publication promotional material cat

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

egorizes the book as "narra
tive non-fiction." 

In his book, Braude tells 
the true story of being 
embedded for four months 
in early 2008 within the 
police force of Precinct 5 in 
Casablanca, Morocco, now 
a city of about 3.2 million 
inhabitants. At the heart 
of this page-turner lies the 
murder of a 46-year-old 
Moroccan Berber, Ibrahim 

Dey, in the warehouse of a wealthy Jew. The 
confessed killer is Al-Raddad Murtazig, 
an Asab private in the Rapid Intervention 
Forces. 

Braude finds himself embroiled in this 
case because of his deepening friendship 
with Muhammad Bari, who - like his mur
dered friend - is also a Berber. Bari, wrote 
Braude, "lives with his wife, eight children, 
and a litter of kittens in a S26-a-month clay 
and concrete fl.at" in Casablanca. Bari, along 
with Braude, becomes obsessed with getting 
to the truth ofDey's murder; but the involve
ment of Berber, Arab and Jew compels the 
authorities to treat this case as a matter of 
"national security," thereby increasing the 
level of bureaucratic obfuscation. 

Braude seems to have a nearly encyclope
dic knowledge of the Middle East and North 
Africa in general and of Morocco in par
ticular. As background for his narrative, for 
example, he writes of the impact of the May 
16, 2003 terrorist attack in Casablanca and 
the massive police action in that same city 
on April 10, 2007. He informs us that 40 
percent of the nearly 32 million M oroccans 
are of Berber descent and have their own 
language known as Shilha. We learn that 
the Jewish population of Morocco, which 
was _265,000 in 1947, is now reduced to about 

5,000. To provide a context for the wheel
ing and dealing in Casablanca's Precinct 5, 
he tells us that, "(Sixty] percent of Moroc
cans surveyed in 2006 reported having found 
it necessary to pay a bribe during the previous 
year." 

The backstory of Braude's adventure is 
that he happens to be fluent in Arabic and 
Persian - not to mention Hebrew; because of 
his specialized knowledge, he worked with 
FBI field workers in seven states between 
1994 and 1999. Ironically, also as a result 
of his specialized knowledge, Braude ran 
afoul of the law in 2003, when, returning 
from a private trip to Iraq, he was arrested 
by federal agents on charges of international 
smuggling. Because even the prosecution 
admitted that there was no "criminal intent," 
the judge gave Braude the relatively light 
sentence of six months' home confinement, 

· during which time he was forced to wear an 
electronic bracelet around his ankle. 

It is no accident that he has chosen to 
dedicate "The Honored Dead" "To Ali"; 
for, at its deepest level, Braude's determina
tion to understand the basis of the friend-

"[lt is] a story crammed 
with men and women 
who may not be whom 

they appear to be." 

ship between Bari and Dey, to comprehend 
Bari's "quest for a lost friend's truth," par
allels Braude's personal quest for the truth 
about his lost friend Ali. It was during 
their senior year at Yale that Braude began 
his long friendship with Ali, an American 
Muslim whose mother - like Braude's - had 
been born in Baghdad. Ali abruptly termi
nated the friendship at some point during the 
denouement of the 2003 misadventure; to 
this day, Braude has been unable to discover 
the cause of this painful rupture. 

"The H onored Dead" is rich in cultural 
detail. Along the way, Braude offers us 
an engrossing description of a Casablanca 
market place crowded with lambs soon to be 
slaughtered by observant Muslims as part of 
the Eid festival marking the end of Rama-

----------Le Ue f 

clan. Later, he evokes the "hearty aroma of 
za'atar, wild oregano" and instructs us that 
"a polished round tin serving pan, known in 
Asabic as a siniya, [is] the signature dish of 
Moroccan hospitality." Such frequent asides 
help bring the reader into the Moroccan 
homes Braude visits. 

HONORED DEAD 
A STORY OF fRIENDSHIP MURDER. ;.;; 
"" THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH IN THE ARAB WORLO 

JOSEPH BRAUDE· 

In order to spice up his narrative, Braude 
sometimes succumbs to the temptation to 
overwrite. In the book's very first para
graph, for example, he describes the tension 
in a Casablanca coffee house during the final 
seconds of a soccer game: " ... the promise of 
victory for Widad, a local soccer team, looms 
like a ticking bomb." Just a few pages further 
on, he says of a 14-year-old Asab girl stopped 
by some Casablanca policemen: "Strands of 
her flowing hair break ranks in the clammy 
breeze." Despite such lapses, Braude is 
capable of delivering such pithy and eloquent 
statements as: "A true story can be a threat to 
a regime that wants to govern according to 
its own myth" or "The repentant sinner is the 
most likely zealot." 

"The H onored Dead" is a true story that 
reads like a novel - a story crarnrned with 
men and women who may not be whom they 
appear to be, with facts that may not be facts . 
Joseph Braude tells a tale that holds its secrets 
to the very end. 

fames B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Murdoch should be prosecuted 

IAM SOMEWHAT mystified by what 
I read in the July 22 issue of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald ("Murdoch scandal raises 

questions for Israel" by JTA writer Ron Kam
peas): "Murdoch's sudden massive reversal 
of fortune - with 10 top former staffers and 
executives under arrest in Britain for hacking 
into the phones of public figures and a mur
dered schoolgirl, and paying off the police and 
journalists - has supporters of Israel worried 
that a diminished Murdoch presence may 
mute the strongly pro-Israel voice of many of 
the publications he owns." 

So I guess the writer thinks that we should 
lay off Murdoch because of his supposed sup-

port for Israel. The fact that his organization 
is rife with the most unsavory characters who 
will go to any length to discredit, falsify or 
even bribe officials to get private information 
on politicians doesn't seem to bother him. 

I guess all ofit pales because of his "support 
for Israel." 

What nonsense. I believe that Murdoch 
should be prosecuted for all the wrongs that 
have occurred under his watch, and the U.S. 
government should investigate his dealings in 
the United States with his newspaper and TV 
holdings while they're at it. 

He and his publishing group seem to be 
as low as it's possible to get when it comes to 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS ... . 
The Voice & Herald welcomes & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
letters from our readers. Send !If Providence, RI 02906. Please . 
letters (no more than 250 include a daytime phone number. 
words, please) to nkirsch@ Letters must be signed and may 
shalomri.org or The Voice be edited for content and length. 

wwwjvhri.org 

journalism. 
And with friends like Murdoch, Israel 

doesn't need any more enemies. 
Marvin Greenberg 

Riverside 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice 

& Herald 

TH E MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & H erald is to 
communicate Jewish news, 

ideas and ideals by connecting and 
g iving voice to the diverse views of the 
Jewish community in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts , 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Modern day distribution of wealth might appall ancient sages T SH'A B'AV, the Jewish day of 
mourning, has come and gone. 
Tradition claims (though tradition 
and reality are not always congru

ent) that both Temples were destroyed on the 
9th day of Av, the first by the Babylonians in 

586 BCE and the second by 
the Romans in 70 CE. 

A rabbinic midrash teaches 
that the spies Moses sent to 
scout the Promised Land 
reported on its milk-and
honeyness but also on the 
gigantic stature ofits inhab-

J osh itants. The people wept at 
Stein the prospect of entering a ------=-- land populated by giants, 

and God declared, "You wept without cause; 
I will therefore make this an eternal day of 
mourning for you." That day, of course, was 
Tish'a B'av. Other historical events later asso
ciated with Tish'a B'av, include the crush
ing of the Bar Kokhba revolt in 135 CE, the 
expulsion of the Jews from England in 1290, 
the expulsion from Spain in 1492, the out
breakof the First World War in 1914, and the 
first deportation from the Warsaw Ghetto to 
Treblinka in 1943. 

This being planet Earth, a new reason to 
mourn is always at hand. What arouses our 
grief this time? The abandonment of basic 
Jewish principles by the Thatcherite State 

of Israel! As the "Iron Maiden" (Margaret effort to tax the rich. 
Thatcher) once famously said, "the problem In America we seem to take this lying 
with Socialism is that eventually you run out down. We allow Republican ideologues (who 
of other people's money." Alas, the corollary ignore the fact that our debt was brought 
is also true; after a while, the poor will run about by Bush-era tax cuts combined with 
out of money for the rich to cheat them out of. a foolish war) to u:ample on the economic 

In Israel, as you may have read in the last rights of working and middle-class Ameri-
issue of The Jewish Voice & Herald, Tish'a cans. In Israel, privatization has meant that 
B'av was a day of mourning for the lost ideal- very few have acquired more money than 
ism of the early days of the new state and of the you-know-who. 
Yishuv that had preceded it In Israel, as Leslie 
- the Israel of David Ben- -------------- Susser put it ("Israelis 

Gurion, the Histadrut and "The trickle-down seeking revival of welfare 
the kibbutzim. The prime state") in the last issue 
minister of Israel, Benja- effect had failed to of The Jewish Voice & 
min Netanyahu, has drunk materialize." Herald, "Owners and a 
the Reagan!Ihatcherite select few mega-salaried 
Kool-Aid to its last dregs, -------------- executives became richer 
believing with them that it and the middle class 
is a good thing for the rich to get richer and 
for the poor to shut up. 

Thatcherites like Netanyahu and Reagan 
trickle this treacle down more smoothly; 
but in the end, how else can we interpret the 
American argument that in return for acced
ing to a further 13 months of unemployment 
benefits, the super-rich should be rewarded 
with a 24-months re-authorization of the 
Bush tax cuts; more recently, in return for 
cuts in governmental services (many of which 
had benefited the growing number of poor 
and the shrinking middle class), there was no 

relatively poorer. It also led to the rise of the 
Israeli tycoons, who controlled a great deal 
of the country's wealth and power. Banks, 
energy companies, supermarket chains and 
media properties all were concentrated in 
the hands of a dozen or so billionaire fami-
lies. Netanyahu's economic philosophy also 
entailed a reduction of corporate taxes ... 
while the middle class saw the prices of every
thing from food to cars to apartments rise 
considerably. The system produced impressive 
economic growth but left wealth in the hands 
of the few. The trickle-down effect, middle-

class Israelis said, had failed to materialize." 
Of course it failed to materialize. It always 

fails to materialize. The trickle-down effect is 
to economics what leeches were to medieval 
medicine. In Israel, this has resulted in "tent 
cities" - tens of thousands of young Israelis 
demanding more equitable distribution of 
available resources. They were not violent; 
they made no demands that were out of line 
with the traditions of Eretz Yisra'el. They want 
only to be able to afford a place to live. After 
all, these are the conscript soldiers of Israel, 
who willingly place their lives on the line on 
a daily basis. And in return, the wealthier get 
wealthier, and they become poorer. Jewish 
this is not. 

Shall I quote chapter and verse here? The 
Nevi 'im, the prophetic section of the Tanakh, 
never advocates trickle-down economics, 
never proposes aggregate wealth. Instead, 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, from whose books we've 
been reading our haftarot for the past several 
weeks as a lead-in to Rosh Hashanah, advo
cate precisely the opposite: care for the poorer 
classes. They bemoan the ruthless exploita
tion of the poor by the powerful. Gee, I hope 
the Hebrew prophets weren't Socialists ... 

Joshua B. Stein is a professor of history at Roger 
Williams University. Contact him at )stein@ 
rwu. edu. 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

L'chaim: An Israeli success story 
Israel Lifestyle has much 

to recommend it 
., . TIERE ARE FEW advanced 

ountries in the world that suffer 
om so much stress as does Israel: 
poradic wars and continuing 

security threats, a dysfunctional politifal 
system, a burgeoning popu
lation in a densely-populated 
center, hot and humid 
weather, aggressive social 
behavior - the list goes on 
and on, That's why it comes 
as quite a surprise, even a 
shock, to find that Israelis 

Le~n- have the eighth-longest life 
w· l , expectancy among all the 

___ i_z_i,.g __ world's nations. 

How did this come about? In my opinion, 
the answers are relevant for the United States 
as well, where life expectancy is on average 
three years less (America is in 36th place). I 
don't mean this necessarily as a criticism of 
U.S. society, but rather I offer the following 
as food for thought when thinking about 
American current political issues. 

Fooo 
Despite the "McDonaldization" of Israeli 

society, Israelis still eat enormous amounts 
of healthy fruits and vegetables - in season. 
Gas prices at the pump can go up with nary 
a protest, but God forbid the cost of toma
toes or cucumbers should skyrocket. More
over, red meat is still not a staple (except for 
Independence Day mangal, barbecues; even 
schnitzel are still made from turkey or chicken 
breast. And Israelis are nuts about nuts: sun
flower, pistachio, walnut, peanut, etc. - not to 
mention olives, olive oil, dates, figs and the 
like. All in all, the Israeli diet is about as 
healthy as one can find in an advanced, 

1tJ -~ ., U!l 1~ f11 

industrialized country. sociery. And yes, that leads to lots of yelling, not to me~on the excitement of peing part 
HEALTH rude behavior, and lack of courtesy - but it of true nation-building. Israel may be,a small 

Israel has a national/universal health also means that Israelis get everything off (albeit fast-growing) pond, but each and every 

system, It is not socialized medicine - every
one can choose at any time to transfer to any 
of the four, highly competitive, major HM Os 
(kuppot holim), The universal aspect simply 
means that everyone is guaranteed medi
cal care whenever they need it. Moreover, 
because each HMO gets paid a set sum for 
each annual member and is not reimbursed 
for specific treatments, they have an incen
tive to get involved in "wellness" medicine, 
in other words, preventive care. Thus, many 
Israelis get sick less often because their family 
doctor acts like a glorified Jewish mother 
with a diploma, 

SOCIAL INTERACTION 

What's the biggest killer of the elderly? 
Loneliness, For humans in general, what 
predicts mental happiness and physical well
being more than any other variable except 
smoking? The amount of social intercourse 
with others. As opposed to hyper-individu
alized America, where family members often 
live hundreds or thousands of miles apart, in 
Israel the family still has a strong hold. 

In addition, other social institutions enable 
friendships and social networks to be main
tained throughout life: school friends, army 
buddies, long-term work associates (with 
many trade-union-backed social ~vents), syn
agogue membership, etc. Few Israelis are ever 
alone - and when society finds such individu
als, they are immediately brought into a social 
circle (e.g., Israeli soldier olim whose families 
live overseas get extra financial stipends and 
greater attention from the Israel Defense 
Forces social welfare corps), 

DucRI, TELLING IT LIKE IT IS 

Israelis don't hold back their feelings; 
there is little repressed emotion in Israeli 

their chests, There's no fear of being politi- one of us is potentially a big fish. Israelis don't 
cally incorrect or stepping on someone's toes. merely live; they are truly alive. 
What you see is what you get - and what you Obviously, this is a somewhat unscientific 

"Sometimes 1 envy their 
apathy - lsraelis could 
use occasional respites 

from public affairs." 

get is what they feel. Even a novice psychia
trist will tell you that this avoidance of inter
nal suppression promotes mental and physical 
good health. 

EXCITEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT 

On my periodic visits to the United States, 
I am always taken aback by most Americans' 
lack of interest in politics and social issues -
including some highly educated American 
Jews, Sometimes I envy their apathy -
Israelis could use occasional respites from 
public affairs, However, from the perspective 
of living well and long, nothing beats being 
deeply involved in one's society and polity, 

survey of longevity factors - although some 
of the above are based on accepted medi
cal research. In fact, as a whole these factors 
are probably even stronger than I imagine, 
because several objective variables keep the 
lifespan data lower than they could be, (Traf
fic accidents, anyone? War and terrorism 
fatalities?) But the bottom line is clear: Israeli 
society is obviously doing something right to 
hold such a lofty world ranking for longevity. 

Oh yes, I almost forgot one more explana
tion oflsrael's lengthy lifespan: Israelis' pro
pensity (perhaps one should say obsession) to 
poke fun at themselves. Laughter is indeed 
the best medicine, so here's the coda to this 
article. Qi,estion: Why do Israeli men rank 
sixth in the world in longevity while Israeli 
women rank lower, in 11th place? 

Answer: Because Israeli women have to put 
up with Israeli men ... 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar-flan 
University in Israel, In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown University. 
Visit his Web site: www.profslw.com. 
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W: WANT OUR opinion pages to 
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utors' columns (op-eds) and letters to the editor 
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our discretion, we may edit pieces for publication 
or refuse publication. 
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Celebrating 
my daughter's 
intermarriage 

OUR FAMILY HAD 
a wedding last month. 
Following her mother's 
example, my daughter 

married a mensh. Like my husband 
David, my son-in-law is a sweet, 
smart, dependable guy who makes 
good jokes, loves to cook, and 
comes from a loving family that 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

happens not to 
be Jewish. Like 
my mother when 
I got married, I 
happily endorsed 
my daughter's 
choice, and hoped 
her nuptia l s 
would honor her 
Jewish upbring
ing. 

"As long as it's a 
Jewish wedding," my mother said. 
She didn't need an "or else." We 
wanted to please her. Besides, I 
wanted a Jewish wedding, too. For 
her, and me, having a rabbi offici
ate was a promise about her future 
grandchildren. David didn't object, 
and neither did his parents - they 
had grown up in a Zoroastrian 
home in India and a Methodist one 
in Iowa, but raised their own kids 
religion-free. 

AnLrn 
Mixed blessings 

My mother selected the flowers, 
planned the menu and found the 
rabbi. "Just do the standard Jewish 
ceremony," we told him, and that's 
what he did. After he left, David's 
mother performed a Zoroastrian 
blessing. 

Sophie and Henry wanted to 
organize their own wedding. And 
they didn't want to include a rabbi. 
"As long as it's not on a Saturday," 
I said. When they asked which 
Jewish elements I'd like included 
in the ceremony, the answer wasn't 
obvious. I considered the huppah, 
the wine, the Seven Blessings, 
the broken glass. I didn't want to 
see any of them thrown in just for 
flavor. What universal meanings 
could we uncover within these spe
cific symbols? 

The wedding took place on a 
Sunday, at a camp on a lake south 
of Boston. A friend of Sophie and 
Henry's officiated, certified for the 
occasion by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. The huppah was 
a bedspread crocheted by Henry's 
Protestant great-great grand
mother, supported by poles Sophie's 
brother Sam fashioned from drift
wood. Henry's mother brought 
roses to memorialize three pairs of 
grandparents. Indian designs sten
ciled in on the floorboards in chalk 
dust marked the specialness of the 
space, and the occasion. 

We sang a Unitarian, hymn 

Henry's mom remembers hearing 
when she was pregnant. Readings 
included excerpts from the deci
sion that made marriage equality 
legal in Massachusetts and Charles 
Darwin's notes on whether to marry 
(con: less money for books; pro: a 
soft wife on the sofa). A friend sang 
a stunning aria by Bellini. 

Following the vows and the 
exchange of rings, guests read the 
Seven Blessings, which I had recon
structed for the occasion. Sophie 
and Henry don't believe in God, 
and didn't want anything in the 
ceremony to suggest that marriage 
is only for heterosexuals. But they 
do value gratitude and working 
for the good. So the blessing over 
wine became, "Blessed be the fruit 
of the vine, symbol of our joy." The 
one about God creating Man in his 
image drew on the divine attributes 
mentioned in Exodus - "Blessed be 
compassion, graciousness, patience, 
kindness and truth, and all that 
humans should strive for." 

The traditional blessings' men
tions of Zion and Jerusalem sug
gested a particularism that Sophie 
and Henry wanted to avoid. I took 
the blessing that imagines Zion as 
an abandoned mother welcom
ing home her long-lost children, 
and universalized its underlying 
message about a dispersed com
muniry longing for reunion: "May 
joy and exultation fill this gather-

ing. Blessed are we when fami
lies and friends are reunited and 
friends become family." Mentions 
of "groom and bride" were changed 

WITH ISAAC SORKIN officiating, 
Sophie Horowitz and Henry 
Swift marry. 

to "grooms and brides," to include 
homosexual as well as heterosexual 
couples. 

After the seventh blessing, the 
couple shared wine from Sophie's 
Kiddush cup - her bat mitzvah gift 
from the Sisterhood at our former 
shul. Then David's mother joined 
them under the huppah and per
formed the same Zoroastrian bless-
ing she gave us when we married. A 

READERS' PERSPECTIVE 

OPINION 

silver tray held a variety of symbols: 
rice for plenty; spices for savoring 
life; betel nut for life's bitter pas
sages (with hopes that these be 
few}; fruits and sugar for times of 
sweetness (with hopes that these be 
many}. She hung flower garlands 
around Sophie and Henry's necks, 
marked their foreheads with red 
paste and tossed rice over them. To 
ward off evil, she broke an egg at 
their feet. 

Then their officiating friend 
pronounced them married, they 
stomped on a pair of wine glasses, 
and everyone applauded. 

Would I have been happier if 
my daughter had had a fully Jewish 
wedding? Not if she didn't care 
about the ritual. While David and 
I just followed a script, Sophie and 
Henry thought about what they 
were doing, and made sure they 
meant what was said. The cere
mony they designed reflected what 
they believe and what they're like: 
thoughtful, honest, caring and fun. 
I can't think ofbetter ingredients for 
beginning a marriage. 

Horowitz is a former journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper, where a version of this essay 
originally appeared. Now a freelance 
writer, she biogs at www.ruthhorow
itz.wordpress.com. Contact her at 
ruth.horowitz@gmail.com. 

Jewish and clinical perspectives on adoption 
Issues of privacy and 
secrecy in foster care 

and adoption 
BY DEBORAH SIEGEL, 

Pn.D., LICSW, AND 

FREDERIC R EAMER, PR.D. 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TI ROUG H OUT 
uman history, adults 
ave stepped forward to 
urture children whose 

birth parents are unable to care 
for them. Mordechai took care of 
Esther, Pharaoh's daughter adopted 
baby Moses, and Naomi took Ruth, 
her daughter-in-law, under her 
wing. 

It's only human for today's foster 
and adoptive parents to want to 
share their children's very special, 
compelling stories with others. 
These parents open their hearts and 
homes and do their very best to care 
for children who were born into 
difficult and challenging circum
stances. Certainly the world needs 
many more families who are willing 
to parent children who need loving, 
nurturing homes. As Hillel said, 
"Ifl am not for myself, who will be 
for me? But ifl am only for myself, 
what am I?" (PirkeiAvot 1:14). 

The impulse to share such per-

sonal, intimate material, however 
well intended, raises ethical, psycho
logical and, indeed, Jewish issues. 
In the "Ethics of the Fathers," Ben 
Azzai wrote, "Do not be scornful 
of any person, or disdainful of any
thing." (Pirkei Avot 4:3) 

This is a tall order, especially 
when foster or adoptive parents 
understandably feel angry at birth 
parents who neglect or abuse pre
cious, vulnerable children. It's 
tempting to say judgmental things 
about biological parents who have 
exposed their fetus to alcohol or 
drug abuse. Our culture stigmatizes 
mental illness, including addiction, 
rather than viewing it as a bona fide 
medical condition. 

The adoption and foster-care 
research literature is very clear: 
Judgmental comments about chil
dren's biological families can hurt 
those very children towards whom 
we feel so nurturing and protec
tive. The child is likely to feel one or 
more of these three feelings: 

• "I'd better be perfect or I may 
end up just like my birth family, 
scorned, condemned or rejected. 
If I'm not perfect I might lose my 
adoptive family, too." This feeling 
creates a pressure cooker for the 
child, with deleterious psychologi
cal consequences. 

• "I was born to bad people, so 
I guess I'm doomed to be just like 

them. I come from a bad seed." This 
may create a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

• "When people tell me how 
bad my birth family is, they think 
I should feel lucky to be adopted or 
in foster care. But I don't; I feel a 
great sense ofloss, inferiority, anger, 
bewilderment. Why me?" 

Jewish tradition includes a bless
ing to recite when we see a person 
with a disability; we thank God for 
the vast diversity of human beings. 
The Jewish prohibition of l'shon 
ha-ra, speaking ill of others, is also 
relevant here. These moral man
dates challenge us to access our best 
selves, becoming open-heartedly 
compassionate, even when compas
sion isn't easy to feel. 

In a similar vein, all parents need 
to appreciate the difference between 
secrecy and privacy. Secrecy in 
adoption, though well intended, has 
harmed generations of adoptees and 
birth parents who have been cut off 
from information about themselves 
that is everyone else's birthright. 

While secrets can harm, this 
does not mean that the adopted or 
foster child's life-stories should be 
an open book for public consump
tion; the child's stories are private, 
something for the child to share if 
and when the child sees fit. Given 
the scorn and opprobrium directed 
at some birth parents suffering 
from addiction, mental illness, pov-

wwwjvhri.org 

erty and other challenges, children 
whose stories are shared in puplic 
are overexposed and disempowered. 

It is entirely legitimate for foster 
and adoptive parents to discuss their 
children's full stories with profes
sionals who must have the infor
mation to provide needed services, 
and with a small handful of very 
trusted intimates who can support 
the family emotionally. In fact, this 
kind of intimate sharing may help 
foster and adoptive parents process 
their own feelings and become less 
judgmental - for the child's sake 
and their own. 

Foster and adoptive parents can 
learn to respond to intrusive ques
tions by giving global answers. For 
example, in response to the ques
tion - "Why is he in foster care (or 
adopted}?" - parents can politely 
and truthfully say, "The birth par
ents were unable to take care of a 
child at the time he was placed with 
us." 

These principles are supported by 
Jewish tradition, by foster care and 
adoption literature, and by many 
widely accepted professional codes 
of ethics. 

Deborah Siegel, Ph.D., LICSW and 
Frederic Reamer, Ph.D. are professors 
in the School of Social Work at Rhode 
Island College. Siegel (dsiegel@ric.edu) 
specializes in adoption and other child 

we(fare issues; Reamer ([reamer@ 
ric.edu} is an ethicist who chaired the 
commission that authored the Code of 
Ethics of the National Association of 
Social Workers. 

--Letter-
Longfellow's poem 

and Sherman's 
review earn praise 

THANKS FOR ANNE 
Sherman's illuminating 
book review on "A Time

less People" that appeared in the 
July 22 issue of The Jewish Voice 
& H erald. However, Sherman's 
"Freudian slip" is showing -
when she discusses Providence 
Hebrew Day School, she refers 
to Saul Leeman, rabbi emeritus 
of Temple Torat Yisrael, rather 
than the author, Saul Landa. 

Reprinting Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow's poem was a great 
thing to do, as many people may 
not even be aware ofits existence. 
I read it myself for the first time 
only a short while ago. 

Dr. Marvin Wasser 
Cranston 
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Harry Elkin Midrasha announces full year course listing 
March of the Living, 
HaZamir among the 

diverse offerings 

Bv VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Harry 
Elkin Midrasha Community 
High School (Midrasha), a pro
gram of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance), announces its fall courses, 
offering innovative new classes. 

Midrasha, said Jana Brenman, 
director of teen education at the 
Alliance, is "a program which 
meets the needs and diverse inter
ests ofJewish teens throughout our 
region." 

Classes are open to all greater 
Rhode Island Jewish students 
in eighth grade or high school, 
regardless of synagogue affilia
tion or membership. Most classes 
meet on Sundays for the enti re 
academic year, and are held at 
Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence, and the JCC at the 
Alliance, 401 Elmgrove Ave, 
Providence. 

With 16 different class oppor
tunities available this year, plus 
internships, trips and related pro
grams, there are lots of options 
available. H ere's a sampling of just 
four of them: 

• March of the Living lntema
tional 2012 

Embrace the past and celebrate 
the future on March of the Living. 

Students who participate in the 
M arch of the Living International 
2012 program must enroll in this 
class. Taught by Rabbi Mordechai 
Rackover of Brown University, 
the class is open to high school 
juniors and seniors. Learn about 
the Holocaust and the history of 
modern day Israel. The highlight 
of the March of the Living Inter
national 2012 program is a two
week trip to Poland and Israel, 
from April 15 - 29, 2012. Gener-

"l started coming 
to Midrasha 

because my parents 
made me ... but 1 
ended up finding 

a lot of interesting 
classes that brought 

me closer to 
Judaism and the 

community here." 

ous grants for the trip are available 
from the Alliance. 

• HaZamir: The International 
Jewish High School Choir 

Add your voice to the Rhode 
Island chapter 'of HaZamir. This 
weekly course provides teens with 
a high level choral experience in 

Congregation Beth David 
Open House 

September 9 • 7:45 p.m 
Join us for a Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 8 p.m., 

conducted in English and Hebrew 

Prospective members and the entire 
community are invited to join us for 

light refreshments at 7:45 p.m. 

Meet our spiritual leader, members of the 
congregation, and learn more about us 

in an informal setting. 

For 111/orma/1011 auoul our many progra ms or to lean, 
u/;0111 011r high holiday .<chedulc, cull 789 3./37, 

nr cm11il I farri, Chorney £1t h rdwrney0,1·en:mml!t 
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JESSE BRENMAN, left, JOSH KAUFMAN and JEREMY WILNER, at 
rear, unload boxes in Philadelphia as part of a Midrasha community 
work weekend last February. 

a Jewish environment. Travel to 
New York and perform at Lincoln 
Center with teens from across the 
United States, Canada, London, 
Madrid and Israel. Trip dates to 
New York City are Jan. 15 - 16, 
2012 and March 16 - 18, 2012. 

• Beyond Dialogue: Working 
Together with Teens of Differ-

ent Faith Backgrounds Toward 
Social Change in Providence 

Embark on a yearlong journey 
with peers of different religions 
to experience the power of inter
faith exploration. This group -
composed of teens from Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim and other reli
gious faiths - will meet for a year 

to grapple with issues of interfaith 
collaboration. In the process of 
answering these questions, stu
dents will develop and implement 
a community service project in 
Providence. Three Brown Univer
sity students, including one who 
is a Midrasha graduate, teach the 
class. 

• Eco-Friendly Printmaking 
and Paper Arts 

Students with a creative streak 
may enjoy this class, which delves 
into etching and block prints, as 
well as other eco-friendly tech
niques. Stephanie Markoff Cohen 
teaches the class. 

Consider what Michael, one 
Midrasha student, said about his 
experiences, "I started coming 
to Midrasha because my parents 
made me ... but I ended up find
ing a lot of interesting classes that 
brought me closer to Judaism and 
the community here." 

Registration and orientation far 
new students is scheduled far Sunday, 
Aug. 21, at 10 a.m.; Monday, Aug. 
22, al 4 p.m.; and Tuesday, Aug. 
23 al 6 p.m. All orientation and 
registration sessions will be held at 
the Creativity Center at the Alliance. 
Returning Midrasha students can 
enroll online at wwwJFRI.org, 
in person or by mail. Contact Jana 
Brenman at 331-0956, ext. 181 or 
jbrenman@shalomri.org. 

Want to see M idrasha "up close 
and personal?" Visit http://youtu. 
be/81vrRmMuJHU to see the 
Midrasha 2011/5771 graduation 
ceremonies. 

Don't miss this opportunity of a lifetime! 

wwwJvhri.org 

Pacesetters' Mission to Israel 

November 1-10, 2011 

Highlights include: 
-high level briefings from Israeli leaders 

-meet with Israeli entrepreneurs 
-explore cultural sites . 

-wine, dine and interact with 
the people of Israel 

For more information please _contact 
Jeffrey Savit, CEO & President 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
at 401.421.4111 ext. 158 

This mission is in support of our 
2012 Annual Community Campaign 
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Chabad 'Peace Corps' 
come to Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE - As part of a worldwide 
effort to bring peace and understanding 
to all, 5,000 young Chabad student 
rabbis travel to major and minor Jewish 
communities to interact with local Jewish 
residents. This summer, the Chabad of 
Rhode Island sponsored Rabbi Avraham 
Katz and Rabbi Yaakov G ershom, fully
fledged rabbis, who visited the Jewish 
community of greater Rhode Island to 
encourage people to highlight their inner 
goodness. 

RABBI AVRAHAM KATZ, from left; 
Michael Friedland, the son-in-law of Dr. 
Gary B. Witman; Rabbi Yaacov Gershom; 
and Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer, director of 
Cha bad of Rhode Island, recently visited 
Dr. Gary B. Witman, seated, at his home 

/ OeeOee Witman in Providence. 

Teeing up for Temple 
Beth-El's golf fundraiser 

THE FOURSOME of Chelsea Edmonds, 
left, Ellis Waldman, Alan Moskoff and 
Andy Lamchick at Ledgemont Country 
Club in Seekonk, 
Mass . on 
Monday, July 
18. They 
participated in 
Temple Beth-El's 
second annual 
golf tournament. 
Chaired by 
Neil Benharris and Rick Granoff, the 
tournament netted nearly S22,000, which 
will be used to support scholarships 

/Jeff St,uma, for the synagogue's religious school. 

Are you raising Jewish children ... but you're not Jewish? 
The third annual 
tournament is 
scheduled at 
Ledgemont for 
Monday, 
July 16, 2012. 

If your paper is late, 
the news is online 

0 U R STAFF IS delighted to know 
that people look forward to receiv
ing their copy of The Jewish Voice 

& H erald on ti me. We recognize that it 
serves as a useful source of news and infor
mation and that, when it arrives late, it may 
not be so useful, especially with respect 
to calendar items and news of upcoming 
events. 

H owever, once our printer takes the 
paper to the Providence Post Office (the 
day before the paper's official publication 
date, by the way), the timeliness of the 
delivery is out of our hands. It's up to the 
United States Postal Service to then ma il 
the newspapers, which it does by bulk 
mai l. (Any other mail option would be 
prohibitively expensive.) 

With a multi-million dollar deficit and 
plans to close many 
smaller post offices, 
delays may unfor
tunately increase. 
As such, the words 

"swift completion" UNITEDST/jTES 
may be a bit of a "OSTIJL SERVICE 
stretch in the motto 
that has been attributed to the United 
States Postal Service: "And neither snow, 
nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night, nor 
the winds of change, nor a nation chal
lenged, will stay us fro m the swift comple
tion of our appointed rou nds. Ever." 

The good news, though, is that nea rly 
all the newspaper's content, including the 
calendar, appears online at www.jvhri.org 
within two to three days of the paper's 
publication date; those who have computer 
access can read ily get timely information. 

In addition, copies of The Jewish Voice 
& H erald are available at area synagogues , 
coffee shops, libraries and other venues . To 
see where to find copies of the newspaper, 
visit www.jvhri.org. 

~ TEMPLE BETH-El 
PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 

Don't do it alone! Join us for The Mothers Circle! 

Program begins November 2011 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence 

The Mothers Circle is a free educational and welcoming program 
empowering non-Jewish mothers to create Jewish homes. The interactive 

curriculum explores Jewish hol idays, practices, rituals , and ethics while 
providing resources and tools for enriching Jewish family life at home. 

"The experience {of Mothers Circle] has been truly life-changing. 
I felt as though it has been a gift to participate in the sessions ... it has 
brought me closer to my family, building a cohesion and togetherness 
that may not have existed otherwise." -Mothers Circle participant 

Fo r mo re info rma tion please contact Kit Has pe l, Mothers Circle Coord ina tor a t 
401.42 1.4111 ext. 184 or khaspe l@sha lomri.org . 

A program of the Jewish Outreach Institute 
coordinated locally by the Jewish All iance of Greater Rhode Island . 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence RI , 02906 1401.421.4111 I www.shalomri .org 

wwwjvhri.org 

~ Sundays 
9-11:00 am 

Open to members 
and non-members 

-

€h-t-+:rlren m:rrnt· turn ! 
-b:y S:e::pt ·e:mb-e-r !rt 
It's not too late to ioin usl 

Register today 
401-331-6070 

70 Orchard Avenue, Providence, RI 



ISRAEL 

Welcoming Rhode Island's 
new Israeli emissary 

N oaPrawer 
brings energy and 

enthusiasm to 
her position 

Bv LAR RY K ATZ 

lkatz@shalomri.org THE J EWI SH Alli
ance of Greater R hode 
Island (the A lliance) 
will soon welcome 

Noa P rawer as greater Rhode 
Island's newest sh' lihah, Israeli 
emissary; she is due to arrive in 
Rhode Island on Friday, Aug. 26. 
Prawer succeeds Yisca Shalev, 
who is returning to Israel. 
Prawer recently completed her 
undergraduate degree, majoring 
in history and political science 
at Ben-Gurion Un iversity of the 
Negev in Beer Sheva, Israel. 

Born and raised in Jerusalem, 
she spent fi rst and second grades 
in Tenafly, N.]., while her fathe r 
served as the shaliah coordinator 
in New York. As a result, her 
English language skills are quite 
good . In Israel, she became a bat 
mitzvah in a Reform synagogue 
and was active in the scouti ng 
movement. 

Prawer served in the Israel 
D efense Forces (IDF) as an edu
cation instructor at the subma
rine operations school, where she 
had an active role in shaping the 
un it's esprit de corps. She took an 

NOAPRAWER 

active part in organizing events 
and ceremonies, such as for Yam 
Ha-Zikkaron, Israel 's Memorial 
Day, as well as educational field 
trips. 

She has served as a teen coun
selor in the scouting movement 
and at a community center in 
I srael, and as a camp counselor 
on Staten Island, N .Y. 

Prawer cu rrently works as an 
extra-curricular activit ies spe
cialist for ch ildren in kinder
garten through fourth grade, 
teaching art, drama and cook
ing. She loves to swim and enjoys 
reading, especially thrillers, 
romances and historical biog
raph ies. She has studied with 
Etgar Keret, one of Israel's lead
ing writers. 

Prawer believes that her broad
based knowledge of Jewish and 
Israeli history and heritage will 
serve her well as a sh' lihah. Her 
studies in political science allow 
her to better understand relevant 
topics, such as Israeli politics and 
law, minority dynamics, gender 
in Israel and comparative poli
tics. With her strong connection 
to Jewish heritage and tradition, 
she looks forward to develop
ing personal t ies with the Jewish 
community of g reater Rhode 
I sland. 

Larry Katz is director of educa
tional services at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. Contact 
him at lkatz@shalomri.org. 

ltt concert With Natu11 
Blackstone Parks Conse,vancy l,> 

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS 

6:00 to 7 :30 p.m. 

July 27 - Latin Jazz 
August 10 - Mike Miller's Band 

August 24 - Mike Miller's Band 

The Trolley Shelter on Blackstone Boulevard 
Corn er of Elmgrove Avenue 

Funded by Butler Hospi tal , the Mjri am H ospital 

and Home and Hospice Care of Rhode Island 

P li.::ase visil us al our websi le: 

B lacksto neparksco nservancy.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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26 Yea rs experience is your guaranty of satisfaction! 

[ ~ - -. fy: Andersen Vinyl Window Sale-$229 lnsta/led! : 
~ 1,1n1•' Basic installation · Model 1200 Double Hung . No Grids : 

BBB : _________ SaleendsAugust31, 2011 _ _ _____ _ , 

Free Estimates - 100% Financing Available 

~~ftZJl.l!f. 
401-273-3600 

Windows - Siding 
Roofing - Doors 

Sun Rooms 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
Opening Night Tickets $14!* 

SEPT. 14- 18 ---· PRO VI D ENCE 

.. 
SEPT. 14 SEPT. 15 SEPT. 16 SEPT. 17 SEPT. 18 

11 :00 AM !!!-~~~~!!!.'e 
3:00 PM 1:00PM ,u,._•"""'-

7:00 PM' 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 6:30 PM 4:30 PM -
·ududc:s From Row, Dream anJ VIP ,au. No double diKOunts . .'1ddirion:1il fc,:,s mar:i.ppl)•. 
NEVER STO P DREAMING: A NJGHTTO BENEFIT HASBRO CHfLOREN'S HOSPITAL 

Buy tickets at www.disncyonicc.com, tidcetmaster• Retail Locations, 
Dunkin' Donuts Center Box Office or call 1-800-745-3000 

For inform::uion call (401) 33 1-6700 • Croup~ (40 1) 33 1--6'"'01 

Regular Ticket Prices: 
$ 15 • $20 • $40 VIP• $60 Dream• $70 Front Row 

Addhiona.l foa mar apply. 
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Friday Sunday 
Aug.19 
Lunch and Learn at the Senior 
Cafe: "Birthday Celebrations" 

Presents for all with August 
birthdays; music by Peter 
Filippi. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, ext. 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Special Sizzlin' BBQ for New, 
Current and Prospective 
Members 

Entertainment, food, activities 
for kids and an ice cream social 
oneg. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

$5 per person; no charge for 
non-members of Beth-El 

5:30 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or rmassi@temple-beth -el. 
org 

Teddy Bear Shabbat 
Children bring their favorite 
stuffed friend to help them 
celebrate Shabbat. 

,, \ -,, -. ..-:/l 
Co~g~~gation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

6:15 p.m. - Outdoor dinner; 7 
p.m. - Interactive family service 
and dessert. 

$8 for adults, $5 for children age 
3-12, and no cost for under 3. 

More info: 762-3651 

Shabbat Under the Stars 
Outdoor service includes 
singing, stories, and 
summertime oneg Shabbat 
treats. Children with summer 
birthdays will be honored. 

Temple Beth-El , 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 
More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Aug. 21 
Am David Open House 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

11 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

More info: 463-7944 

Annual Reading of the George 
Washington Letter 

Governor Lincoln Chafee and 
other dignitaries participate 
in the annual reading of 
George Washington's letter to 
the Hebrew Congregation in 
Newport. Seating is limited. 

Touro Synagogue, 85 Touro St., 
Newport 

1 p.m. 

More info: 847-4794, ext. 30 

Stand-Up Comic Rabbi Bob 
Alper 

Providence native Rabbi Bob 
Alper has been seen on Good 
Morning America , The Today 
Show, Showtime, the BBC and 
CNN. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St. , Warwick 

2 p.m. 

$18 in advance; $22 at the door 

More info: 463-7944 

Screen on the Green 
Pack a picnic, toss a Frisbee, 
fly a kite and then hunker down 
on a blanket for an even)ng 
of adventure and excitement 
with "The Muppets Take 
Manhattan." 

Sessions Park (behind the JGC), 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

More info: Stephanie Markoff 
Cohen at scohen@shalomri.org 
or 861-8800, ext. 108. 

Monday 
Aug. 22 
JERI Satellite Office Hours' 
Topic: "Despair and Hope." 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
will be available to counsel 
seniors and their families. 
Ethan will also be available for 

100 
Yurt'".!,' 

of Jew1.sh Llf~ ' , ..... ........ _ 
Open House 

Sunday, August 28th 
1 :00 pm to 4 :00 pm 

Friendly, 
vibrant, 
wanm, 
inviting ... 

Jewish 
engagement 
for all ages. 

Congregation 
Agudas Achim 

901 North Main St. 
Attleboro, MA 

(Just 15 minutes 
from the east side) 

(508) 222-2243 
www.agudasma.org 

Come learn how our community integrates tradition with 
creativity in our prayers, studies and service projects. 

CALENDAR 

/ Wendy Jeering 

J-CAMP MEETS BROADWAY - On Friday, July 29, campers in J-Camp's Performing Arts Camp offered a 
"little taste of Broadway• to an enthusiastic audience who witnessed their performance of "Hairspray." 

pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Rd ., Tiverton 

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
Aug. 23 
Temple Torat Yisrael's East 
Greenwich Lunch & Learn: 
"Love Your Neighbor As 
Yourself" 

Participants order from the 
menu and Rabbi Amy Levin 
leads the discussion. 

Ts Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Thursday 
Aug. 25 
Temple Torat Yisrael's 
Cranston/Warwick Lunch & 
Learn 

See Aug. 23 entry for more 
information. 
Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 
Warwick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Sunday 
Aug. 28 
Congregation B' nai Israel 
Open House 

Learn aboutthe community 
and the Early Education and 
Hebrew School programs. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

10 a.m. - Noon 

More info: 762-3651 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
Membership Barbeque 

Join with friends and family 
for an afternoon of fun in the 
sun. Bring your bathing suits, 
sunscreen, sunglasses, towels, 
games and toys. 

Masonic Lodge Center, 116 
Long St., Warwick 

11 a.m., Noon - Lunch 

$5 per person, family maximum 
of $25. 

More info: 785-1800 or www. 
toratyisrael.org 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
Open House with Workshops 

Workshops for acjults and 
children focus on the holidays 
and Jewish life. Learn about 
blowing the shofar and holiday 
tunes, participate in story time 
for children, children 's crafts, 
an interfaith family program or 
a discussion of liturgy. Meet 
the community and Rabbi Elyse 
Wechterman, learn about the 
school and programs. 
Agudas Achim, 901 North Main 
St., Attleboro, MA 

1-4 p.m. 

More info: www.agudasma.org 
or 508-222-2243 

Friday 
Sept. 2 

Senior Cafe End of Summer 
Party at Goddard State Park 

Music and summer foods, fun 
and a great view of the water. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

Calendar 
Submissions 

Please note: Our next issue of The Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on September 2. Please send calendar items for that issue 
by August 22. Calendar items f9r the September 16 issue are due 
September 5. I 

Send all calendar items to nkirsch@shalomri.org with the subject 
line of"CALENDAR." 

wwwjvhri.org 

Bus leaves the Alliance at 10 
a.m. and returns at 2 p.m. 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, ext. 107 

Monday 
Sept. 5 
Shofar Factory 

Fashion a shofar from a real 
animal horn and learn the entire 
process from the cooking to the 
final polishing. 

Cha bad of West Bay, 3871 Post 
Road, Warwick 

10a.m. 
$2 per person, $8 per shofar 
More info: 884-7888 or www. 
rij ewi sh kids.com/sh ofa rf a cto ry 

Thursday 
Sept. 8 
Human Dignity Award 
Breakfast 

Home and Hospice Care of RI 
presents panelists Dr. Stanley 
Aronson, Arthur Robbins, Dr. 
Fred Schiffman and Rabbi Joel 
Seltzer discussing Hospice and 
Kavod Ha-Briyot, the dignity of 
all God's creations. 

Providence Marriott, Orms St., 
Providence 

7:45 - 9 a.m. 
More info: Jackie Salett Orent 
at 415-4309 or jorent@hhcri.org 

JERI Satellite Office Hours' 
Topic: Shmeerand Shmooze 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
will be available to counsel 
seniors and their families. 
Ethan will also be available for 
pastoral counseling. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road, Middletown 
11 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 
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STUDENTS atJCDSRI are welcomed back 
PAGE 11 

From Page 1 

as the management company for 
JCDSRI during the term of its 
receivership. 

Bruce Wolpert, a former 
JCDSRI board president, will 
serve as president of the Jewish 
D ay School of Providence; other 
officers will be named later. 
JCDSRI will continue to operate 
with the same professional leader
ship team and under its existing 
JCDSRI name. 

In an interview with this paper, 
Wolpert said that they are look
ing forward to a very good year 
for JCDSRI. "The numbers [of 
students enrolled] are holding 
firm, and the school is financially 
strong," said Wolpert. "I have 
utmost trust and confidence in 
the school's professional leader
ship." 

Irene (Renee) Rudnick, head of 
JCDSRI, said, "The school will be 
strong with the long-term finan
cial burden off our backs." The 
support from faculty, parents and 
donors has all been very vocal and 
very positive, she said. 

JCDSRI has reached out to 
every family who was enrolled 
for this school year to explain 
the receivership situation. While 
a few families are still away on 
vacation, all the other families 
have expressed support and a 
commitment to the school, Rud
nick said. 

Indeed, in response to a request 
from Thomas Hemmendinger, 
temporary receiver for JCDSRI, 
several parents wrote glowing let
ters of recommendation about the 

school and its curriculum, leader
ship and faculty. Hemmendinger, 
in an Aug. 3 meeting for JCDSRI 
parents, expressed his belief that 
those letters of support, if not the 
physical presence of parents at 
the hearing, would affirm for the 
judge hearing the case how mean
ingful and valuable JCDSRI is to 
the community. 

"I am so pleased that JCDSRI 
will be open for business on Aug. 
30 on schedule. As a proud and 
longtime day school parent, I 
know firsthand how valuable 
day schools are to the fabric of 
every Jewish community. May 
the school only encounter suc
cess moving forward," said Jeffrey 

"The schoo1 wi11 
be strong with 
the 1ong-term 

fmancia1 burden off 
our backs." 

K. Savit, chief executive officer 
and president of the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island (the 
Alliance). 

Although JCDSRI still owes 
three creditors signifi cant sums 
of money - $600,000 to Bank 
of America, $140,000 to Avi 
Chai, a national foundation, and 
$100,000 to Temple 0 Emanu-El 
- plans are in place to continue 
those financial discussions. 

"It's unfortunate that the syna
gogue [Temple Emanu-El] will 

Some of our textbooks 
have been around since 
the beginning of time ... 

but our teachers make them current! 
The Religious School at Temple Emanu-El 

K-7 • Serving RI & Southeastern MA 
For information please call Miriam Abrams Stark or 

email miriam@teprov.org 

~ Temple Emanu-El 
A Conservative congregation that's anything but. 

99 Taft Avenue• Providence• RI • 331-1616 • www.teprov.org 

/Nancy Kirsch 
THOMAS HEM MENDING ER, receiver for JCDSRI, 

speaks t o parents on Aug. 3. 

need to deal with that, but we 
hope that there will be a strong 
Jewish day school going forward," 
said Mark Feinstein, president 
of Temple Emanu-El's board of 
trustees. "We really don't know 
what it will mean [in the long 
run] for the synagogue. It makes 
things more difficult, but we'll 
deal with it; we look forward to 

helping a day school succeed." 
Bank of America was the sole 

creditor represented by counsel 
at the Aug. 10 hearing. Accord
ing to Hemmendinger, there will 
be a Superior Court hearing on 
the morning of Friday, Aug. 19 
to name a permanent receiver. 
Additionally, Bank of America 
has asked for a hearing to confirm 

its security interest in the assets of 
JCDSRI, including the school's 
real estate. 

The goal of the Aug. 10 hear
ing was to ensure that JCDSRI 
would open, as usual, on Aug. 30. 
"Today," Wolpert said, "was a very 
good day for the school. Every
thing is progressing well ." Citing 
several phone calls from Rich
ard Licht, chair of the Alliance, 
Wolpert also expressed apprecia
tion for the Alliance's support of 
JCDSRI. 

At the school's Aug. 3 meet
ing, Hemmendinger, Steve Boya
jian, then JCDSRI's attorney, and 
JCDSRI Board President Dan 
Gamm spoke to a group of some 
35 parents and board members to 
answer questions and explain the 
receivership process. 

"We are pleased to know that 
the Superior Court ruling of 
Wednesday, Aug. 10 enables the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island OCDSRI) to 
open as planned on Tuesday, Aug. 
30," said Richard Licht, chair of 
the Alliance. "The excellent work 
of all involved contributed to the 
positive outcome. We look for
ward, as we know parents, faculty 
and students do, to a positive and 
productive academic year. I share 
Bruce Wolpert's confidence in the 
professional leadership team at 
JCDSRI ." 

1he Jewish Community Day 
School of R hode Island is a part
ner agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater R hode Island. 

with Hiding Behind Youth 
Saturday, September 17, 2011 

Doors open @ 7:30pm I Show starts@ 8:00p 

Tickets: $8 members I $10 non-members 
at the J CC at the Alliance 

.1 -1:a fe ;, • d, "• m ;,. ,.,. .,..,.., ~,; ,._ h ;, h I;, I" ; "' lo,· al mu,i, fan,. '., ; '. ,. 

Fm· mon· information 1·onta1·t Stephanie at • · ~ 
l01.861.8800 ext. 108 or ~eohen@:'shaloml'i.org. Jee, 

IOI ll111 !.! 1, n , \ , ,1111• P1m11l,111 1• Hl ll .! IIOhl 111 1.B<>I HBOOl ,\'\\, ... 1t.1lo11111.0 1~ attheAll~~~ce"' 

wwwjvhri.org 
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ON BEHALF OF 
the entire team of 
The Jewish Voice 
& H erald, I thank 

you for your contributions to 
our newspaper's annual Patron 

Anonymous (163 gifts) 
Dr. William & Betty Abesh 
Debra B. Abeshaus 
James Abeshaus 
Helen Abrams 
Betty Adler 
Elsbeth Adler 
Trudi & Edward 0. Adler 
Cynthia Agronick 
Ruth & Leon Albert 
Cecilia Alkalay 
Mrs. Jacob J. Alprin 
Allan Altman 
David Altman 
Qµentin & Emily Anthony 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Antin 
Lewis &Jo-Ann Antin 
Gale & Stan Aronson 
Esta Avedisian in memory of her 

father, Ben Rabinowitz 
Irma Bader 
Robert & Norma Baker 
Charles & Elizabeth Bakst 
Esta Barcohana 
John Barry 
Ernestine &Joseph Baruch 
Jerry Baskin 
Howard & Nancy Bassel 
Gussie & Victor Baxt 
Beverly & Banice Bazar 
Gaye Belsky &Joel Gluck 
Elizabeth Berger 
Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 

Foundation 
Ida Bernstein 
Lillian Bernstein 
Jay Birnbaum 
Arnold & Ruth Blasbalg 
Stephan & Linda Bloch 
Rich Brandt 
David &. Carolyn S. Brodsky 
Milton H. Bronstein 
Seymour &Marsha Brooks 
Dan & Lisa Brosofsky 
Mildred Brown 
Phyllis Brown 
Sandra & Fred Brown 
Enid .. & Fred Bucci 
Dennis L. Byrnes 
David & Arlene Calderon 
Edward &Maureen Canner 
John Cardozo 
Philip Charis & 

Leslie Stern-Charis 
Stanley Chasan 
Judy Chorney 
Barry & Pauline Cohen 
Dr. David Cohen & 

Barbara Weindling 
Evelyn G. Cohen 
Harold L. Cohen 
Dr. Leslie & Francine Cohen 
Dr. & Mrs. Martin L. Cohen 
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THANK YOU 
Campaign . As you may know, 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
relies on advertising revenue, 
an allocation from the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
and, last but certainly not least, 
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donations from our generous 
patrons. Income from each of 
these revenue streams helps keep 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 
strong and viable. We raised a 
total of 128,683 between July 
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COMMUNITY 

• • • 
1, 2010 and June JO, 2011, a 
nearly 9 percent increase from 
2010,from 564 donors. If you 
like The Jew ish Voice & Herald, 
tell a friend, tell a relative, tell 
us. If you have suggestions for 
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Donors whose contributions 
were received between July 
1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 are 
listed in this acknowledge
ment. Donors whose contri
butions were received after 
June 30, 2011 will be acknowl
edged in next year's Patron 
Campaign thank you. 

Staff, lay leaders and students participate in Hillel conference 
Annual training 
conference brings 
professional staff 

and students 
together 

B Y AMY OLSON 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

MORE THAN 400 
Hillel professionals 
from around the 
globe, including 

Joie Schwartz and this author, 
from the University of Rhode 
Island (URI) Hillel, and Marshall 
Einhorn, Rachel Eisen and Sara 
Miller, from Brown RISD Hillel, 
gathered at Washington Univer
sity in St. Louis, Mo. during the 
first week of August for the Hillel 
Institute, a training conference for 
Hillel professionals and students. 

It was the second year the event 
has combined the staff and stu
dent conferences; formerly, the 
two groups held separate confer
ences at different times of the year. 

URI students Jen Widisky and 
Josh Sideman and Brown students 
Lauren Bilsky, Melanie Fine
man, Ethan Hammerman, Paige 
Kirstein, Kelly Milman, Lex 
Rofes and Zach Silverstein joined 
more than 450 students who par
ticipated in a special track of the 
conference designed for student 
engagement Interns and student 
leaders. 

URI Hillel Board President 
Susan Leach DeBlasio also 
attended the Hillel Institute and 
participated in a two-day semi
nar for Hillel Board mem
bers. "The conference presented 
a dynamic opportunity," she said, 
"to share best practices, learn 
about board development strat
egy and address student engage
ment techniques with lay and 
professional leaders from across 
the country in an inspiring and 
energizing environment." 

In Jewish Telegraph Agency 
coverage of the event, Hillel Inter-

Brown RIDS Hillel students and staff visit the St. Louis City Museum during the 2011 Hillel Institute 
Kelly Milman, front row, from left, and Rachel Eisen; middle row, from left, Ethan Hammerman, Paige Kirstein, Melanie Fineman, 

Lauren Bilsky and Sara Miller; and Zach Silverstein, back row, from left, Lex Rofes and Marshall Einhorn 

national President Wayne Fires
tone was quoted as saying, "Today 
Hillel is the living, tangible Face
book of the Jewish people." 

Recalling a recent meeting with 
Facebook Chief Operating Offi
cer Sheryl Sandberg, Firestone 
described how Hillel helps stu
dents build their personal social 
circles and connects these circles 
into a greater web of international 
relationships. By providing these 
students with opportunities to 
create their own Jewish activities, 
Hillel is helping them take own
ership of their Jewish identities. 

Firestone said that today's econ
omists and sociologists would call 
these students "prosumers," that 
is, consumers intimately involved 
in the creation of their own prod-

ucts or services. 
For Widisky, one of URI Hil

lel's three Peer Network Engage-

"lt is important 
to 'be interested, 
not interesting.' 

Listen to the wants 
and needs of the 

community." 

ment Interns, the conference 
helped her prepare for her posi
tion in the year ahead by offering 
simulations of campus experi-

wwwJvhri.org 

ences and workshops on effective 
communication tools. 

''After an amazing Birthright 
Israel trip with URI Hillel in 
May, I wanted to help other stu
dents get the chance to have the 
same experience as I had by get
ting to know them and encour
aging them to learn more about 
the trip and other opportunities 
for Jewish students on campus," 
said Widisky, a 19-year-old textile 
marketing major. 

Milman, a junior at Brown and 
chair of Hillel's Social Commit
tee, said, "Hillel Institute in St. 
Louis reinforced the idea that to 
connect with others, it is impor
tant to 'be interested, not interest
ing.' Listen to the wants and needs 
of the community and respond by 

engaging with people where they 
are in their lives." 

The Hillel professionals found 
the many opportunities to strat
egize, collaborate and share ideas 
about campus work inost worth
while. "The most valuable part 
of the conference is getting to 
know my colleagues from around 
the country who are doing simi
lar work so we can build a net
work of resources together," said 
Schwartz, URI Hillel's director 
of programming and engagement. 

Amy Olson is executive director 
of the URI Hillel. Contact her at 
amyolson@mail.uri.edu. 

Both URI Hillel and Brown 
RISD Hillel are partner agencies of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

·'" 
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Family dinners: More about time together 

Workinuparents are making a good meal anyway, Part skim mozzarella cheese, 
O make enough for two nights. For grated 

can prepare healthy, example, if pasta is on the menu, 2 tomatoes, thinly sliced 

k L I make a huge amount of it and pesto sauce 
quic mea S then just serve it with different 3-4 basil leaves 

BY SAHA MASRI 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - As a working 
mom with two young children, I 
call the time between 5 and 7 p.m. 
"the witching hours." My kids are 
tired from school or day care, they 
want my undivided attention and, 
in the midst of all the craziness, 
I have to get dinner on the table. 

With my daughter in elemen
tary school now, there is also the 
element of homework thrown 
into the mix. Some days I feel 
fortunate to get anything on the 
table, let alone something that we 
will all eat. However, despite this 
insanity, I am a.big believer in the 
family dinner. My daughter tells 
us about her day and my son is 
even getting into the discussion. 
It is a chance for us to catch up 
and take a couple of breaths. 

In order to make this time go 
more smoothly, I have some strat
egies that work for our family ... 
perhaps they might work · for 
yours, as well? 

BE PREPARED 

Get as much prep done the 
night before (or on the weekends) 
as possible. In addition, if you 

"I like feeding 
the village." 

"1 love coming to work every 
day. It gives me an incredible 

opportunity to 
do the two 

things I love 
best: be 
creativ.e 
and eat. 

I remember 
the first night 

I opened over 34 years ago. I 
looked into the full dining 

room. It gave me a genuine 
thrill that I still feel today. 

I'm very proud of this 
wonderfully consistent 

product we've created. It's 
nice to see returning 

customers all the time. I like 
feeding the village." 

- Deborah Norman 
Restaurateur 

Rue De L'Espoir 
American Bistro Cooking 

99 Hope Street Providence, RI 
401-751-8890 

open dally breakfast, lunch, dinner 
www.therue.com 

sauces or different vegetables on Method 
two separate nights. This is where 
a crock-pot can come in handy. 
It is just as easy to make enough 
chicken for two or three nights as 
it is to make it for one. 

PLAN FOIi PICKINESS 

/Sara Masri 

Both of my children are picky 
eaters, although my son Noah, 2, 
is by far the worst. Ifhe could live 
on dairy and fruit only, he would 
be more than happy. Therefore, 
rather than make two or three 
separate dinners, I get a little 
creative. For example, my hus
band loves burritos and all kinds 
of M exican food. The kids are 
not so thrilled with it. H owever, 
if I have tortillas and cheese out 
anyway, I can easily make a que
sadilla or grilled cheese sandwich 
without having to put together a 
whole other slew of ingredients. 
Throw in some corn or rice and 
my daughter will be thrilled with 
dinner. 

I have recently started getting 
my daughter Julia, 6, involved in 
cooking. While I heavily super
vise, she loves to help make a 
salad (and then she actually eats 
a few bites of it). Even simple 
things like putting spaghetti in 
a pot, stirring a sauce or setting 
the table make her feel like part of 
the planning. Often, the biggest 
help she provides is occupying her 
little brother. 

EVEN PICKY EATERS like Julia Masri enjoy chocolate. 

USE COOKING TIME 

PIIODUCTIVELY 

As I am in the kitchen moni
toring things anyway, I use the 
down time to either start making 
lunches for the next day or begin 
washing some dishes so after-din
ner cleanup is easier for all of us. 

Most important to us is that we 
are "media free" during dinner. 
Cell phones and the computer 
are turned off and we do not 
answer the house phone. To me, 
this makes dinnertime a bit more 

sacred and it shows our children 
how important that half-hour is 
to us. 

I am not going to lie and say 
that we never order takeout or 
that there are not days when we 
are all incredibly tired and we eat 
sandwiches for dinner. After a 
long day at work and school, the 
most important part of dinner is 
the time together, not the quality 
or quantity of the food. I hope 
these simple techniques, which 
have worked for me, will help you 
get more time for family dinners. 

These are two of my favorite "go 
to" recipes. The preparation time 
for each is under 15 minutes and 
both meals are well received in 
our house. 

Winter crock-pot chicken 
Ingredients 

8-10 chicken thighs, skinless 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

and boneless with the fat trimmed 
off 

2 baking potatoes 
1 sweet potato 
1 large yellow onion 
2 bell peppers, of any color all 

diced into large chunks. 
You can also use other hearty 

vegetables such as turnips, pars
nips, etc. 

1 1-pound bag baby carrots 
1 14-ounce can tomato sauce 
1 4-ounce can diced or crushed 

tomatoes 
Small can of either white beans 

or garbanzo beans (reserve un_til 
shortly before serving} 

Method 

Peel the potatoes and cut the 
potatoes, onion, peppers and 
other root vegetables, if using, 
into large chunks. 

Combine these vegetables and 
the baby carrots. 

Layer in the crock-pot, starting 
with a layer of the tomato sauce, 
then the vegetables, then half the 
chicken. Repeat this twice. Place 
the crushed tomatoes on top. 

Cook for 6-8 hours in the 
crockpot on low. Approximately 
30 minutes before serving, add 
the beans, drained and rinsed 
well. Optional: Add a handful 
or two of frozen peas at the same 
time. 

Serve over couscous or brown 
rice. 

This will last for two or three 
days for our family of four. 

Easy Italian 
grilled cheese sandwich 

This is perfect when farmers ' 
markets are still in full swing. 

Ingredients 

1 baguette or French bread -
sliced lengthwise 

Spread the pesto sauce on the 
bread and then layer with the 
romatoes and the mozzarella 
cheese. 

Put under the broiler for a 
· couple of minutes until cheese is 

bubbling. 
Slice basil into thin strips and 

place on top just before serving. 
You can also add a splash of bal
samic vinegar. 

Serve with soup or a simple 
salad. 

Serves four. 

Sara Masri is the director of major 
and planned gifts at Meeting Street 
School in Providence. She and her 
husband, Aaron, reside in Provi
dence, with their two children. 

Contact her at smasril @cox.net. 

How do you 
celebrate 
holidays? 

W:TH ROSH Hasha
nah and Yorn Kippur 
approaching all too 

quickly, we'd like to hear from 
you . 

What traditions, arti-
facts, rituals or recipes did 
you "inherit" from your par
ents, grandparents or other 
relatives that you incorporate 
into Shabbat, the High Holy 
Days or other Jewish holidays? 
Are there Kiddush cups, table 
linens, candlesticks, baking or 
cooking utensils or rituals that 
you remember from childhood 
which you have blended into 
your family's celebrations? 

Do you and your family 
adhere to traditional ways or 
have you adapted them to create 
new traditions? What memo
ries do you recall when you use 
those inherited or passed down 
Kiddush cups, table linens or 
candlesticks for Shabbat or 
other Jewish holidays? How do 
you envision passing on these 
traditions and artifacts to your 
children or grandchildren? 

Please share your stories and 
photos with other readers of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Send stories and photos, if possi
ble, to nkirsch@shalomri.org, sub
ject line: HOLIDAYS, or Nan cy 
Kirsch, 1hejewish Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
RI 02906, or call 421-4111, ext. 
168. Please include a daytime 
phone number where we can con
tact you with questions. If you 
want mailed materials returned, 
please include a se(f-addressed, 
stamped envelope. 
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A history of The Friday School and The Friday Group 
1rty years of Jewish 
education and 

community 
lY M,1HILYN R UESCIIEMEYER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald MEN WE FIRST 
me to Providence, 
y husband · 

ietrich and I often 
1ssed with friends the question 
wish education for our children. 
1 1971, 13 families finally met 
,ur home to form The Friday 
ool, a group that would be 
rnded in Jewish culture and 
ory and would have a strong 
nection to Israel. For several of 
the kind of Jewish connection 
1 which we felt most comfort-
: had its roots in our Israel expe-
1ce. Of course, even in our small 
up, there were differing hopes 

what we could accomplish; 
1e founders were interested in 
:nse involvement with a close 
nmunity; others were commit
to a secular education. 

\/lost wanted the children to have 
ne understanding and familiar
with Jewish traditions even if 

1er connections to Judaism were 
,phasized. A few members had 
,uses who were not Jewish but 
re raising their children as Jews; 
U others continued to keep their 
ildren in a synagogue religious 
1001, despite their own secular 
liefs. 

/ Eva and Arthur Landy 

FORGING, Page 25 THIS IS A COLLAGE of pictures taken in 1972 when members of The Friday School were celebrat ing Sukkot at a member 's home. 

PARENT AND FAMILY - · . 
a ho( istic appvoach to pav-eV\tiV\g 

ADVOCATE WORKSHOP SERIES 

BRtNatNa THE BRAIN TO BULLY/Na PREVENTION 
Chuck Saufler, M.Ed. 
Trainer/Consultant for Safe Schools for All and the Restorative Practices Collaborative of Maine. 
Sat urday, September 1 7, 201 1 - 8 :30 a.m. - 5 :00 p.m . 
THE WORKSHOP examines issues from the perspective of the research in brain development: its impact 
on behavior and its application to bullying and cyber-bullying prevention initiatives. Cost: $120.00 

NO SUCH THtNa AS A BAD KID 
Charlie Appelstein, M.S.W. 
President of Appelstein Training Resources, UC, who focuses on working with children and youth with 
serious emotional and behavioral problems. 
Saturday, October 1 5, 2011 - 8:30 a .m. - 5:00 p.m . 
THE WORKSHOP focuses on strength-building rather than flaw-fixing. Strength-based practice is an 
emerging approach to helping at-risk children, youth, and families. Cost: $120.00 

WORKINCi TOaETHER AS A FAM/LY WITH ADHD 

Carol Gignoux, M.Ed. 
Founder and President of ADDinsights, LL(, providing coaching 
and training for adults and teeni with ADO and ADHD. 
Saturday, Novem ber 12, 2011 - 8 :30 a.m . - 5:00 p.m . 
THE WORKSHOP will explore what life is like in families where there is a child or children diagnosed with 
ADHD. The workshop will examine: understanding medication, building family relationships, protecting 
children's self esteem and partnering with your child's school Cost· S 120 00 

6 CEU's for SOCIAL WORKERS 
t hrough t he MA & RI 
Chapters of NASW 

■ 6 PDP's for EDUCATORS 
through the RI Department of 
Elementary & Secondary Education 

For more information and to REGISTER ON LINE 
www.familyandfriendscoachingpractice.org 
E-Mail : familyfriendsri@aol.com 
Phone: 617-733-6006 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Holiday Inn Mansfield, 3 Hampshire Street, Mansfield, MA 

- - - . . . --- - ---- -- ---~---~~~--- ---------
Sponsored by: Family and Friends Coaching Pract1Ce 

An innovative, educational, supportive, non-profit coaching service for potential, new and existing parents and their friends. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A rising college freshman offers wisdom 

College application 
tips for high school 

students 
BY MADELI NE KIRSCH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - As a rising 
college freshman, I want to offer 
some information that I learned 
during my own college applica
tion process. In ascending order 
of importance - at least in my 
mind - here are my tips for high 
school students. 

10. Start early. 
Start everything early. This will 

save you a lot of stress in the long 
run. If you can go to a college fair 
the spring of your junior year, do 
it. Visiting colleges during the 
summer before senior year can be 
a great time to go, but if you want 
to see the school in action, sched
ule those visits for days off from 
school or holiday weekends very 
early in your senior year. 

9. Plan your classes. 
Seniors often have the most 

opportunities for elective classes, 
so do your best to take something 
that interests you. Electives, espe
cially those you enjoy, may be 
light on homework - which can be 
very helpful when you're stressed 
about applications. Remember, 
though, that many colleges like to 
see students enrolled in Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes. If you're 
entering college with a declar.ed 
major - pre-med, for example -
be sure to sign up for AP biology! 

8. It's all about balance. 

Applying to a range of colleges 
(safety, target and reach) is ideal, 
but you don't want to spread your
self too thin. More than eight or 
nine applications will be tough 
to complete, so it's better to do 
six applications amazingly well 
rathe.r than 11 mediocre ones. 
Even if Dartmouth is your dream 
school, you should probably apply 
to Bucknell, too. 

7. Do the work. 
A friend of mine was rejected 

from a university 
where he almost defi
nitely should have 
been accepted . Why? 
He applied without 
even visiting - and the 
school was only three 
hours from his home. 
Take a tour; do an 
overnight. If an admis
sions repr~sentative at 
a school you're inter
ested in has a session at 
your high school, go to 
it. Colleges want to see 
that you're interested 
in them; that bit of 
extra work can make 
the difference between 
a "yes" and a "no." 

6. Less is more. 
Don't limit your-

self when you apply to college, 
even if you need financial aid. 
Early in your senior fill out the 
Free Application for Federal Stu
dent Aid (FAFSA) and apply for 
scholarships. The Rhode Island 
Foundation's Web site (www. 
rifoundation.org) lists scholar
ship opportunities for students in 

Rhode Island. They range from 
scholarships for first-generation 
college students to scholarships 
for students from certain cities 
who have an interest in a par
ticular course of study. Your high 
school's college counseling office 
i:nay have additional information 
about scholarship opportuni
ties. You might also be eligible 
to apply for scholarships through 
your synagogue's Sisterhood or 
Brotherhood, other Jewish orga-

nizations or your parents' employ
ers. These small grants can really 
help cover any shortfall between 
the aid you get and the cost of the 
college. 

5. Be original. 
Admissions officers have read 

thousands of essays, but you can 
still impress them with your essay 
topic. If you avoid cliches, such as 
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how a community service trip to 
an impoverished country really 
helped you grow as a person, 
and pick something that's both 
more personal and more creative, 
the school will be able to get to 
know you and see if you' cl be a 
good fit. I was active in theatre 
and performing arts, so I wrote 
about the importance of arts edu
cation. Write about something 
that's meaningful to you and let 
the reader know why it matters to 

you. 
4. Explore. 
Plenty of students 

don't know exactly 
what they want in a 
college, and that's fine. 
If you can, visit a vari
ety of different schools 
in different settings 
(urban, rural, etc.). 
Tour a small liberal arts 
college and a big uni
versity; a state school 
and a private school. 
Different colleges have 
different personalities, 
and the goal is to find 
one that's right for you. 

3. Let it out. 
You're a sen ior in 

high school (or about 
to be one)! By now, you 

probably have more freedom (and· 
maybe a car), so be sure to make 
some lasting memories before 
you leave for another four years 
of school. Spend a weekend night 
out with your friends having fun. 
You're going to need to blow off 
some steam. Just make su re you 
keep up with all your responsi-

bilities. 
2. Check your expectations. 
No matter how much planning 

you do, something will happen 
in a way you never could have 
expected. From large merit schol
arships to heartbreaking rejection 
letters, the college process brings 
a lot of surprises; so don't rule out 
a college too early. The college 
I'm attending wasn't first on my 
list, but I really fell in love with it 
during an Accepted Students Day 
this spring, just as time was run
ning out for me to make a deci
sion. You never know where you'll 
end up, so do your best to keep an 
open mind. 

1. Relax. 
"It will all work out in the 

end" is something you're going to 
hear a lot this year, and not just 
from your parents. You might not 
believe them, since they went to 
school a long time ago, and it's 
harder than ever to get into col
lege these days. I was incred
ibly nervous about how things 
would turn out, and guess what? 
I couldn't be happier with my 
choice. Try to save yourself the 
anxiety and energy and have a 
little faith. Easier said than done, 
I know, but if you're invested in 
the college process, it will all be 
fine once you're finished. 

Madeline Kirsch, the daughter of 
Ken and Nancy Kirsch of Provi
dence, is a 2011 graduate of Provi
dence Country Day School. She will 
attend Union College in Schenect
ady, N.Y. this fall. Contact her at 
kirschm@garnet.union.edu. 

The new Bachelor of Science degree in 
Counseling Psychology at Johnson & Wales 
University is all about the inside story - the 
biological and psychological motivations 
behind human behavior. 

1-800-DIAL-JWU 
1-800-342-5598 
401-598-2300 

If you want your life's work to make a difference, 
there are few better choices. Your education 
will include the opportunity to shadow 
professionals in the field through an internship. 

After Hours at Johnson & Wales. 
It 's never too late. 

AFTER HOURS .. . 
It's Never Too Late 

Classes start September 6 

ce@admissions.Jwu.edu 
www.Jwu.edu/prov1dence/ce 
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Harry Elkin ~....;;ii~~ Community High School 
A PROGRAM OF THE JEWISH ALLIANCE OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Shalom and Welcome! 
All ~gfrtrnion 

to be completed by 
Frid~, September 2. 
Retumfng students 

We welcome all of our new and returning students. can register in person, 
vlamall, or 

on-llne. Classes meet on Sunday mornings for the academic year. 
(There are 23 sessions from September 11 , 2011 , to May 6, 2012.) 
Classes are held at Temple Emanu-EI (entrance on Sessions St. 
at the Goldberg Foyer) and at the JCC at the Jewish Alliance 
Building (entrance at the corner of Sessions and Elmgrove). 

Classes in session: September 11 , 18, 25 • October 2, 16, 23 • 
November 6, 20 • December 4, 11 , 18 Janua ry 8, 22, 29 • February 
12, 26 • March 18, 25 • April 15, 22, 29 • May 6, 16 - Graduation 
and Teen Recogn ition 

Sunday Courses for 2011-2012/5772 
First Period Classes 
9:30- 10:15 am 

GRADE LEVEL: 8-12 

"Lying Down" and "Getting Up" 
Keys to Jewish Worship and the Meaning of Life 

■ Ra bbi Wayne Fran klin 

St udents w ill explore se lected d iscussions in the 
first chapter ofTractate Berakhot of the Babylon · 

ia n Talmud. They will exa mine both the structure 
of trad itional Jewish worship and a wide range 

of rabb inic ideas on God, sufferi ng, the ef fects 

of human kind ness, and much more. Participa nts 
in t he class will learn how two Hebrew words, 
b'shokh·b'kho uv'kumekho (when you lie dow n 

and when you get up), serve as build ing blocks 

fo r creating Jewish prayer ritua ls and Jewish 
th eology. As t he Rabbis say: " Ta Sh'mo" - Come 
and Learn ! 

GRADE LEVEL: 8-12 

Coffee w ith t he Kolle I: Hot Topics 

■ Rabbi Jonat han Beck 

In the world today, teen s are fa ced wit h many 
difficult and challen ging choices. The way that 
you m ake decisions may not only change your 

li fe, but also the lives of those around you . Jewish 
teachings ca n help us fo rm responses to t he 

challenges of our tim e. Explore the Jewish per
spectives of many hot topics, wh ich may include 

how to treat our bodies, abortion, body pierci ng. 

violence, smoking and drinking, and more. 
Sponsored by the Providence Community Kollel . 

GRADE LEVEL: 8 - 12 

Conversational Hebrew 

■ Jan ice Kaidan 

Using a variety of activi ties, th is class will help 
you learn and maintain a modest level of Hebrew. 

Daily pract ice is expected to meet with success 
in th is academic class. 

GRADE LEVEL : 8 - 12 

Provocative Topics from the Parasha 

■ Elissa Felder 

Be a part of this interactive d iscussion class as 
you explore the key points of our weekly porosha, 
Torah readings, and explore how their messages 
relate to your lives today. 

Second Period Classes 
10:40-11:25 am 

LI HR ATURE GRADE LfVH: 8 - 12 

Hebrew Poetry throughout the Ages 

■ Rabbi Joel Seltzer 

We will explore important examples of Hebrew 
poetry, start ing with the Bible, moving to the 
Golden Age of Spain, to the pages of the Slddur, 
and to the crowded cafes of Modern Jerusalem. 
Al l the wh ile we will focus on both style and 
content, f inding m eaning for our own lives. 

GRADE LEVEl 8-12 

Eco-friendly Pri ntmaking and Paper Arts 

■ Stephanie Markoff -Cohen 

The paper arts have been utilized for centuries in 

Jewish folk art. We will explore th is art form in a 

contemporary way - through eco-friendly print 
making techn iques, from Citrasolv transfers and 

monotypes to etching and block prints. By the end 

of the year, students will have a success ful body 

of work and a deep understanding of printmaking. 

For our fina l project. we will create a book on 
a Jewish theme to house our print series. 

ISRAEL/HISTORV GRADE LEVEL. 8-12 

News, Jews, and Politics 

■ TBA 

This class will discuss the place of Israel w ith in 

the Midd le Eas tern regiona l con text, and it s 
rela tlonship to the Jewish commun ity and the 
rest of t he world . We will learn about the history 

of the st ate of Israel and analyze developments 
along its timeline. Video, news clips, discussions, 

and gues t lecturers are included. 

RAB8!MICS GRADE LEVEL: 11- 12 

Ehad Mi Yodeah? Who Knows One? 
(Requ ired class for Midrosho graduation) 

■ Rabbi Mordechai Rackover 

Th is literacy course covers the most importan t 

t ext , peopl e, and movements of our Jewish heri
tage. Students w ill gain an in-depth understand

ing and appreciation fo r the major Jewish books 

that are the foundation of the Jewish re ligion. 
Topics will include: What is so special about mono

theism? Does the Bible give humans authority? 
What is the history of our legal system? From ora l 
to wr itten , how did the Mishna become a book? 

Third Period Classes 
11:30 am-12:15 pm 

HISTORY GR ADE LEI/El: 11 - 12 

March of the Living 

■ Rabbi Mordechai Rackover 

Embrace the past and celebrate the future on 
the March of the Living. The March of the Living 
is a year- long program, highlighted by a two

week trip to Poland and Israel. Learn about the 
Holocaust and the modern history of Israel 
while preparing to be a participant in the March 
of the Living program. This class is open to all 
11th or 12th grade students. but required for stu

dents participating in the March of the Living. 
The trip is April 15- 29, Z012. 

I S RAEL / H ISTOAY 

Israel Interactive 

■ Noa Prawer 

GRADE LEVEL: 8 - 12 

Personalize the story of Israel through this cutting

edge computer and Internet-based class designed 
to strengthen your Jewish identity and love of 
Israel. This is an interactive class incorporating 
conversation, role-play. and debate. 

ETHICS 

The Ethical Simpsons 

■ Aaron Guttin 

GRADE LEVEL: 8-12 

Everybody loves The Simpsons, bu t can you find 

the Jewish values w i thin each episode? From 

gossip to deception , from spirituality to honor
ing your parent s, it 's all there. 

ARTS 8'" CULTURE GRADE LEI/El . 8-12 

Kol Kesem / HaZamir Teen Choir 

■ Cantor Brian J. Mayer 

Come add your voice to the honest Jewish teen 

choir in New England! Sing music from various 

styles: Israeli rock, Jewish o cappella. and 
Hebrew classics. This is a year-long class and 

requires an addi t ional time commitment. 

Performance dates: NOV EMB ER 6 - Phy llis SI per· 
ste in Tamarisk; DECEMB ER 3 - Temple Emanu-EI 

with t he Yale a capefla group; DECE M BER 4 -

Midrasha Break t ime; TBA - Temple Am David 

Concert : Yam Hashaah - Temple Emanu-EI 

Kol Kesem / HaZamir members can part icipate 

in the HaZamir Internat ional Jewish High School 
Choir. This teen choir draws teenagers from across 

t he United States, Canada, and Is rael. There is 

a $115 fee to jo in HaZamir, which is generously 

subsidized for the first yea r by the Charlotte and 

Jerold Shapiro fund. The HaZamir International 
Jewish High School Cho ir provides opportunities 
to sing in New York for two weekends: 

• JANUARY 15 - 16 - lntervisitation 

• MARCH 16-18 - Fes t ival at Lincoln Center, NYC 
• MAY 16 - Midrasha Graduat ion 

There are add itional fees associated w it h the 

New York weekends. Scholarships are available 
upon request. 

Internships and 
Special Programs 
Midrasha credits can also be earned by success

fully completing t he requ irements of the oppor· 
tuni t ies listed below. To be arranged th rough 

Director of Teen Educat ion Jana Brenman. 

Intergenerational Internsh ip at 

Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence 

■ Lev Poplow 

How would you like to fulfi ll m lrzvo t, serve your 

commun ity, make a f riend for life, have a lot of 
fun. and get Midrasha cred it all at the same 

t ime? The Phy ll is Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted 
Living Residence is partnering with Midrasha to 

offer an internship for cred it . Among the many 
possibilit ies available, you could teach a com

puter class, assist with the Legacy Project, lead 
or help with a wide variety of activit ies, or be a 
fr iendly visitor. Work schedule is flexible . 

Jewish Voice&: Herald Teen Editor Internship 

■ Nancy Kirsch 

The Jewish Vo ice & Herald is looking fo r teen 
editors. Responsibilities will include writing, 
soliciting, and editing content from teen writers 

throughout the state on topics of interest to 
teens and their families. A writing sample and 
interview are required. Work schedule is flexible , 
but work is deadline-driven. 

INTERFAITH EXCHANGE 

Beyond Dialogue 
Working Together with Teens of Different 

Faith Backgrounds Towards Social Change in 
Providence, Rhode Island 

■ Jonah Fisher, Nabeel Gillani, An ita Mathews 

The Interfaith Exchange is a unique opportun ity 
for high school students to engage with peers of 
different fa iths In order to experience the power 
of Interfaith exploration. Students of Christian, 
Jewish, Muslim, and other religious backgrounds 

wwwjvhri.org 

Orientation and . 
for new and Registration 

returning stud 
• Sunday, Au ents 
• M gust 21, 10 am 

onday Au 
• Tuesday, Au gust 22, 4 Pm 

• gust 23 6 
All sessions Will b , Pm 
Creativity C e held in the 

enter at th 
Alliance of G e Jewish 
RSVP to Ja rearer Rhode Island 

na Brenman 

will embark on a year-long journey together to 
work across religious lines, answering a num

ber of challenging questions: What is in terfa ith 
collabora t ion? How can we use what we learn 

about different faiths to benefit our communi

t ies? In the process of answering these ques

tions. members will develop and implement a 
year-long service project in Providence. 

TIME COMMITME NT : 3 hours per week for t he 
en t i re school year {most likely meet ing on Sun

day ahernoons): 1.5 hours of volunteeri ng and 

1.5 hours of group time (guest lect ures, inter

faith text study, processing, and social ac t ivity) 

Madrichim: TA 101 

■ Michelle Cicchitelli 

If you have ever wan ted to - or are now trying to 

- make a difference in a child ' s ed ucation , th is 
is for you! Learn valuab le techniques needed to be 

an effective and successfu l teacher's aide, 
including: 

• Overseeing classes • Working wit h students 
who have learning differences • Helping wi th 

projects and games • Teaching small groups 
• Enforcing disc ipline 

You w ill af~o work to sha rpen you r communica
t ion skill~ and leadership ability, determine 
essential curr iculum, and polish resumes and 
interview sk ills. 

Dinner will be provided at each meeting. Stu
dents attending all sessions w ill receive a com

plet ion certificate and a modest st ipend. in 
addition to Midrasha credit. All Madrichi m 

meeting dates are Wednesdays from 5:30-8:00 

pm in t he Creativi ty Cen ter at 401 El mgrove 
Avenue, Providence. 

• September 14, October 5, October 26, Novem
ber 15, December 7 

SAT Prep (for Grade Level: 11-12) 

■ Cindy Kaplan, Kaplan Tutoring Services 

Semi-private SAT test prep sessions will review 
reading, writing, and math concepts with special 

emphasis on strategies for approaching each 
topic. Students will get extensive practice and 
critique of two essays, as well as two 4-hour 
sessions for full- length practice tests outs ide of 

class time. Students participating in the SAT 
prep class must also be enrolled in at least one 
Midrasha class. 

PLEASE NOTE: This cla ss has a fee of $795, in 
addition to the Midrasha tu it ion, which is 

payable directly to Cindy Kaplan . 
For more information, 

please call 401 595-9350 
ore-mail 
cckaplan@kaplan 
tutor.com . 

► For more information or assistance in 
arranging your schedule. contact : 

Jana Brenman 
Director of Teen Educat ion 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode is land 

401 3ll· 0956 X 181 
jbrenman@shalomri.org 
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Time to 'park the helicopter' 

Tips for parents 
of college-bound 

students 
B Y A NNI E R EZNIK 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

LIKE MOST THINGS 
"teenager," the college 
process can bring on con
flicting opinions, overly 

emotional reactions and bouts of 
stubborn silence. .. and not just 
from teens! 

Navigating the complex world 
of college admission can produce 
the best and the worst of parent
teenager dynamics. At its best, the 
college search process offers you, as 
parents, the opportunity to see your 
child's passions and individuality 
unfold. But the college application 
process also presents a real oppor
tunity for your high-school-age 
teens to experience the sting of 
rejection. With vulnerability comes 
anxiety. As you embark on the col
lege applications process together, 
consider the following tips for a less 
stressful experience. 

Set clear expectations. 
If you have "deal-breakers," share 

them up front. Don't let your child 
dream of the University of South
ern California if you are not willing 
to pay for a school more than three 
hours from home. 

Listen 
Support your child's burgeon

ing decision-making abilities by 
listening. The college applications 
process offers ample opportunities 
to foster discernment. For example, 

let your junior choose the destina
tion of the family's first college trip. 

Limit "cocktail conversation." 
Avoid talking about your child 's 

college process with family and 
friends. Your conversation will 
inevitably reach your son or daugh
ter and break an important trust. 
Losing open communication will 
heighten everyone's stress. 

It's not personal; it's just that it's 
personal. 

Don't expect your child to share 
an essay or personal statement with 
you. Ensuring his or her ownership 
of the process is paramount to lim
iting stress. If you can't bear a typo, 

have your teen entrust another 
adult to proofread materials. 

Temper your enthusiasm for 
"super-reach" schools. 

It's easy to love Princeton, but 
with an admission rate consistently 

below 10 percent, no one is likely 
to earn admission to Princeton. A 
solid admission process is built with 
a balanced list of reach (possible, 
but not likely), middle (50/50) and 
foundation (quite likely) schools. 
Favor foundation , middle and reach 
schools equitably. 

Start early, but not too early. 
Encourage your child 's academic 

motivation and extracurricular 
involvement beginning in ninth 
grade. Admission committees will 
review information from freshman 
yea r. H owever, hold off on specific 
college search and application con
versations until junior year to avoid 

burnout. 
Think dealership: Few pay 

sticker price, but know your 
bottom line. 

Students rarely consider finances 
as they stress about "getting in." 

But increasingly, money 
is a significant factor in 
final college choice. If 
money is a factor your 
family, don't identify a 
favorite college until 
the offers are on the 
table. 

Put your stu
dent in the driver's 
seat ... for real. 

After touring 
a college, have 
you r student 
drive home (or 
back to the hotel). Bring a 
notebook to capture your student's 
impressions while you are in the 
passenger seat. If you drive, you r 
child will spend the ride home 
texting. Empower your student to 
direct the college process. 

Invest wisely. 
For many of you, college repre

sents your largest investment out
side of purchasing a home. Access 
aU available resources to help your 
student find a great college fit. If 
the college search lacks focus, stu
dents may end up transferring and 

wasting time (and money). 
Arm yourself with information. 
Offering good advice comes 

from having good information. Get 
the "inside scoop" from honest and 
accurate sources. David L. M arcus' 
"Acceptance," which chronicles 
a year in the life of a college 
counselor, offers an ideal model for 
guiding the college process. Jacques 
Steinberg's "The Gatekeepers'' 

offers insight into a highly 
selective college's 

admiss io n 
pr ocess; 
"Debt Free 

is 
great advice 
for financing 

a college 
education . 

Annie Reznik is 

extensive experience 
in college admissions. 

Contact her at 
collegeguidancecoach@ 

gmail.com. Visit her 
Web site at www. 

collegeguidancecoach.com. 

This is one of an occasional series of 
articles about businesses, some of which 
advertise with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, and some of which don't. 

JCC at the Alliance 
10th Annual 

5k Road Race 

East Side Pediatrics 
Youth Races 

EPOCH of Providence 
1.5 Mile Walk 

Sponsor a runner 

September 11 , 2011 or volunteer on race day! 

Sponsored by: 

The Nliriam Hospital 
1 Ufe,\pan Partn er 

Register online at www.shalomri.org 

For more information contact Carlene at 
401 .861.8600 or cbarth@shalomri.org. 

Proceeds benefit Alliance programs & services 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI 02906 I 401 .861.8800 I www.shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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FAMILY 

BY N ICOLE K ATZMAN 

nkatzman@shalomri.org 

Q WHERE DID you 
nd Adam grow up 
and how did you 

meet? 

Lucy: I grew up in Pawtucket 
and Adam grew up in Newton, 
Mass. Although we attended 
Rhode Island College at the same 
time, we didn't meet until a week 
after graduation at a mutual frie~d's 
party. Adam and I both love Rhode 
Island and we decided it was where 
we wanted to buy a home and settle 
down. 

Q Do you have children? 
Lucy: Yes, we have a 2-year-old 

daughter, Sophie. She is enrolled in 
a nursery school on the East Side of 
Providence two mornings a week 
in September, so I'll have "morn's 
mornings out!" 

Q Where do you and Adam 
work? 

Lucy: Adam works for Newton 
Safety, Inc., which is his family's 
business that manufactures and 
sells disposable masks and respi
rators. I also work part-time for 
Newton Safety, helping with mar
keting and graphic design. Adam 
also works part-time for Meridian 
Printing in East Greenwich. 

Q Can you discuss any aspects 
of being an interfaith couple -
either positive or negative? 

Lucy: It's a little-known fact 
that not only are Adam and I an 
interfaith couple, but I'm a first- . 
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Meet the Freedman famil 
generation American. 
My parents immigrated 
to the United States 
from the Portuguese 
Azores Islands in the 
late 1960s. Both my par
ents and Adam's parents 
are very open-minded 
and accepting, so this 
has made the interfa ith 
experience much easier 
for us. W e learn so much 
from each other's tradi
tions, faiths, holidays 
and languages. W e are 
even teaching Sophie to 
speak Portuguese! 

Q How did you get 
involved in the Jewish 
community? 

Lucy: I owe my 
involvement in the com
munity completely to 
The M others Circle. 

This program does 
a great job of making 
participating mothers 
feel totally included and welcomed 
in the Jewish community; through 
The Mothers Circle, I've also met 
many other mothers and fo rmed 
great friendships. 1 became a 
Shalom Family committee member 
after Jessica Engle (who was also in 
my Mother's C ircle class) asked me 
to join . Shalom Family has been a 
sort of continuation of the camara
derie I experienced in The M others 
Circle. 

Q What is the most mean
ingful Jewish experience you 
have had in the community with 

/ Lucy and Adam Freedman 

SOPHIE, LUCY and ADAM FREEDMAN 

Sophie? 
Lucy: Celebrating Shabbat with 

The Mothers Ci rcle alumni group. 
Every so often, we have a Shab

bat dinner that's hosted by a family 
in the alumni group. The kids get 
together and play and we light 
candles and say prayers, then enjoy 
a great meal. These activi ties have 
made us feel like we have a special 
community of our own. 

Q What is your family's favor
ite Jewish holiday? How do you 
celebrate? Describe any traditions 
that your family has made. 

Lucy: Passover. That's the holi
day when we get to visit with family 
that we don't see often. W e cel
ebrate by playing music together 
(singing, guitars, ukulele and banjo; 
even Sophie "plays" the harmonica!) 

Q What types of activities do 
you do with Sophie? 

Lucy: We participated in Rock
A-Baby at the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island and we are 
"regulars" at Gyrnboree and The 
PJ Library's story time at Books 
on the Square. We have a weekly 
playgroup that's been meeting ever 

since Sophie was two months old. 
I also take Sophie to the library 
often. She's a total bookworm. 

Q D escribe Sophie's bed
time routine. Does it include PJ 
Library books? 

Lucy: Each night after Sophie's 
bubble bath and pajamas, we settle 
into our special chair in her room. 
Sophie holds her best pal "Kitty 
Cat" and we read lots of stories and 
nursery rhymes, and sometimes 
sing songs. Every night, after all 
the stories have been read, includ
ing "Let's Visit Israel" by Michelle 
Shapiro Abraham, and songs have 
been heard, including "Afikornen 
M ambo" by Rabbi Joel Black, 
Adam holds Sophie and we sing 
the Shema to her. We then share 
good night kisses and hugs and tuck 
her into bed for the night. 

1hank you to the Freedman family 
far volunteering to be interviewed 
far 1he Pf Library Family Spotlight. 
If your family would like to partici
pate in a future feature, please contact 
Nicole Katzman al 331-0956, ext. 
180 or nkatzman@shalomri.org, or 
M ichelle Cicchitelli al 331-0 956. 

1he Mothers Circle, fonded locally 
by the H elene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation and the Jewish A lliance 
of Greater R hode Island, is a program 
far non-Jewish women raising Jewish 
children. A new group will begin in 
the fall of 2011. For more infonnation, 
contact Kit Haspel, 1he M others Circle 
coordinator, at 331-0956, ext. 184 or 
khaspel@shalomri.org 

Babies and toddlers rock with Rock-a-Baby 
Making music with 

Rhythm, Melody and 
Harmony 

BY STEPHAN IE TRACIITEN IJEHG 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

ROCK-A-BABY founder 
M a rc Tra c ht e nb e rg 
might never have had 

career in music if his 
mother hadn't put him at the piano 
when he was 7 years old. He wasn't 
a musical genius, but he liked it; 
there was a spark. He continued 
with his lessons, formed bands, 
performed in school ensembles and 
musicals, and had his first paying 
gig in high school. 

After going to New York Uni
versity, where he earned a B.S. in 
music education, Trachtenberg 
continued to play in bands and stu
dios in New York City. He filled his 
days working with kids; co-creating 
a children's musical theater class, 
co-writing a children's musical and 
teaching piano. Finally, he drew on 
all of his knowledge to create Rock
a-Baby. 

With his life experiences begin
ning with a little push from his 
morn, he used the same basic prin
ciple with Rock-A-Baby, which 
encourages adults and children to 

/ Rodrigo Fonseca 

KATE JONES, left, Benny Tilchin, Sophia Fonseca, Paula Papatella Fonseca (morn) and Marc Trachtenberg 

share in musical experiences. As 
more and more public schools are 
casting aside important programs 
like music and art, Rock-a-Baby 
introduces music to very young 
children. For some children, Rock
a-Baby may be their only oppor
tunity to see and hear diverse live 
music and ultimately "be in the 
band." 

The witty banter and classic rock 
songs appeal to adults, while tra
ditional songs, dances and games 

please the younger set. Rock
a-Baby is designed for infants 
and toddlers to experiment with 
sounds, grapple with simple instru
ments and hear musicians perform
ing on full-size instruments. 

Not every child who is exposed 
to music will grow up to be a 
musician, but a positive experi
ence may promote self-confidence 
and expand taste and sensibilities. 
While some studies attempt to 
prove that listening to certain music 

wwwjvhri.org 

may aid in a child 's learning ("The 
Mozart Effec t"), Trachtenberg 
believes that music is important 
because it has always been a vital 
human art form. The act oflearning 
about, listening to, performing or 
practicing music is, in and of itself, 
a virtue. Whether delving into the 
loveliest Beethoven sonata, being 
stirred subconsciously by a movie 
score or dancing to the most rockin' 
Rolling Stones tune, you are con
necting directly to the art. 

Rock-a-Baby builds on our 
attraction to music in a way that 
is fun and digestible, structured 
yet free spirited. The three pil
lars of music - rhythm, melody 
and harmony - are personified by 
three puppet characters of the same 
names that appear throughout 
class. A nonchalant chat may lead 
to discovering the "theme of the 
week"; the puppets rap; the chil
dren "rock and roll " with colorful 
balls; and you don't just read a book 
at Rock-a-Baby, you sing it! 

Trachtenberg has created an 
innovative new style of music class 
by weaving familiar tunes, original 
compositions and childlike imagi
nation into a new format. Music's 
sounds and movements mesmerize 
even the youngest Rock-a-Baby 
participants. By the time they are 3 
years old, they've learned to strum 
a guitar, sing along and mimic the 
moves like a little rocker. They are 
experiencing music personally and 
honestly and sharing it with their 
adult caregiver. 

R ock-a-Baby classes run y ear round 
in Providence, Warwick and Bar-
n·ngton. Visit www.rock-a-baby.net 
to find a class or contact Stephanie@ 
rock-a-baby. net. 

Stephanie Trachtenberg manages 
marketing, advertising and public 
relations fa r R ock-a-Baby. 
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Control freaks need not apply 

Four young children 
+ two working 

parents + one dog = 

good chaos 
B Y D R. J ORDANA J AFFEE 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

UMMER IS winding 
down and parents are 
starting to get the kids 
ready for the coming 

school year. If you are like me, 
you are already plotting strategies 
to manage the many responsi
bilities of home life to keep your 
family running smoothly. So, I 
reflect on last year. Which tactics 
worked and which didn't? H ow 
can I manage the juggling act 
that is my life with more grace 
and aplomb? 

my well-intentioned mother-in
law has given my twin 18-month
old sons their first haircuts while I 
was at work, I will remember that 
hair does grow back. I will find 
newer techniques of persuasion. 
Perhaps I should have foreseen 
that scare tactics were doomed 
to failure. Eventually, my daugh
ters did eat a donut from Dunkin' 
Donuts and they discovered that 
they did not swell up and turn 
green. Have I lost all credibility? 

A friend of mine recently asked 
me, "H ow do you manage to do 
it all?" 

"On1y one of my 
four children has, 
thus far, not been 
1eft somewhere." 

I understood her comment was 
meant to be a compliment. I guess 
I must be doing something right 
if that is her perception. But I 
have never been comfortable with 
the phrase "do it all." That's a very 
vague, if not downright greedy, 
aspiration. 

ary purpose, but at this point, it 
is like a vestigial organ. Similar 
to your appendix, it no longer 
serves a purpose, but it can get 
inflamed and make you pretty 
sick. I remind myself that an irri
table and overwhelmed mom is in 
nobody's best interest. Sometimes 
that works, sometimes it doesn't. 

Our lives are in constant 
motion. I am forever changing 
the family schedule, the day-care 
hours, the meal rotation, the after
school activity program schedule. 
Only one of my four children has, 
thus far, not been left somewhere 
because of a slip-up in the routine. 

As I see it, the point is not 
to do it all. Rather, it is to have 
attainable goals, set your priori
ties, strive to be productive, and 
remember that each day is an 
adventure full of new potential. 

I wi ll pay closer attention to 
the paperwork that is sent home 
from school. Never again will 
my daughter show up dressed as 
her favorite book character on 
the wrong day. I will be better 
informed. Now that I know that 
two "poops" in the course of a 
single hour can get my 18 month 
old sent home from daycare in the 
middle of my workday, I can be 
better prepared. I can make some 
necessary dietary adjustments, 
counsel the boys on appropriate 
toileting etiquette and hope that 
Freud wasn't right about a fow 
things. 

My husband and I both work as 
physicians. We have four young 
children . I am very fortunate 
that l happen to enjoy my work 
and I am generally satisfi ed with 
my career choice. W e try to stay 
active in social and community 
affairs that are important to us, 

THE JAFFEE FAMILY - Jordana holds Lev and Dan holds Ezekial; 
Ayelet, center, and Eliana is at right . 

The most important role of a 
parent is to embody the habits 
and values that you are trying to 
convey, and not just preach them. 
There is no perfection. I want my 
children to know that mom and 
dad too are always striving for 
self-improvement. To visit my 
house at dinnertime is to walk 
into a funnel cloud. Food is being 
thrown, toddlers are biting each 
other, pagers are beeping and 
someone - often me - is having 
a tantrum in the background . 
And somehow, out of the chaos, 
we manage to get four children 
fed, bathed and put to bed, with 
backpacks and lunches packed for 
another great adventure tomor
row, and two weary but satisfied 
parents making the most of a few 
minutes of quiet time. 

I will be more of a pragmatist. 
Ifl again come home to find that 

ae>7 

and we are still learning how to 
restrict our obligations when our 
schedules become overwhelming. 
W e are generally exhausted and 

College Guidance Coach 

( 11111.,ce.* Free Fall Workshops 

College Guidance Coach 

offers independent 

and individual college 

counseling. Our network 

of highly experienced 

professionals come from 

the fields of university 

admissions, secondary 

school guidance, 

and college athletics. 

To learn more, visit 

collegeguidancecoach. com 

College Search 101 
Discover strategies and tools for finding great college 
matches. Ideal for juniors and their parents. 

Thursday, September 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
Rochambeau Library, Providence, RI 

College Money Matters 
Learn to guide the college search and application 
process with your bottom line in mind. 

Thursday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m. 
Rochambeau Library, Providence, RI 

RSVP Today! by email collegeguidancecoach@gmail.com 
or by phone 443-758-8477 

wwwjvhri.org 

somewhat bemused. 
We try to save some time for 

just the two of us. This summer, it 
is a Monday night drawing class . 
We even each indulge in some 
"alone time" when feasible. I do 
my best not to give in to feelings 
of maternal gu ilt when I go out 
for a coffee with a fri end, or to the 
gym for some exercise, instead of 
maximizi ng each precious avail
able minute with the kids. 

I am sure that maternal guilt 
served an imperative evolution-

Dr. Jordana Jaffee, the mother of 
fa ur young children, is an internist 
in Providence. She and her husband, 
Dan, a urologist, also have a mini
Schnauzer named Atticus. Contact 
her at jordanajaffee@gmail.com. 

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE 

•
Whtn: 
Whn: r...,~ 

Friday, Stptrtrr>tr 9, 2011 
J,wish Al/km of Grtattr Rh«Jt Islatld 
(FOfflllfl-t Jct Jffisl, C«wuity Ctntrr) 
401 8ir,'O'II A1t., Promt, RI 
4:00 - 5:30 PM Lobby 

Jewish families, are you looking for an alternative rel~ious school? 
The Friday School is a parent-run, co-operative, Jewish education program for kids. 
We are a mix of traditional, 1J11Qffiliated, interfaith, cultural & secular Jewish families. 

• Grades K through 7 
Classes in Jewish culture, history, ethics ond Hebrew 
Small classes meet Friday afternoons for 1-2 hours at the JCC 
Teachers include local college students 
Holiday celebrations for the whole fami~ 
Resources for Bor/Bot Mitzvah prep 

Corne Feel the WO/lllth of CM' Fri<kiy Afternoon Jtr1ish School Ccminlliitp 
Online: thefridayschool.org Email: info@thefridoyschool.org Coll: Debbie Flitman 401-965-1015 
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Parent-child book clubs benefit both generations 
Librarian and 
parents offer 

guidance 

BY KAROLYN WHITE 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

"Book clubs develop an ability to 
understand how reading can help 
you learn about the world; and the 
ability to learn how to be a good 
writer from reading good writing." 
Debbie Milner, literacy coordinator, 
Denver public schools, wrote this on a 
blog by Melissa Taylor, Imagination 
Soup, about reading and writing. 
Taylor is the book editor-at-large far 
Colorado Parent Magazine. 

PROVIDENCE - What are 
the benefits of chi ldren's book 
clubs? They: 

• Increase reading and the joy 
of readi~g. 

• Motivate interest in different 
literary genres. 

"lf you're looking 
for a different way 

to increase your 
child's reading 

ski11s and interests, 
why not join or 
start a parent

child book club?" 

ions. Similar books were recom
mended and the next book was 
previewed. After the girls fin
ished and went off to play, the 
moms continued discussing the 
books and related topics. 

In June, participants agreed 
to continue the club in the fall 
of 2011; it is also open to non
JCDSRI fourth-grade girls . 

Starting a book club is not dif
ficu lt. Try! • Strengthen and increase 

readi ng skills, especially com
prehension. 

• Strengthen and increase lis
tening, speaking and debating 
skills and the abil ity to become 
more receptive to the responses 
of others. 

A MEETING OF THE JCDSRI MOTHER-DAUGHTER BOOK CLUB - Books, food and friends 
make for a fun and festive evening. Even the pets get into the act. 

Visit the community page of the 
JCDSRI Web site, wwwjcdsri. 
org, far resource material and a 
JCDSRI mother-daughter book 
club newsletter with the club's book 
list. To enroll far the upcoming 
mother-daughter book group far 
girls enteringfaurth grade, contact 
Karolyn White. 

• Increase the quality and 
quantity of parent-child discus
sions. 

• Promote parent-child bond
ing. 

If you're looking for a differ
ent way to increase your child's 
reading skills and interests, 
why not join or start a parent
child book club? Spearheaded 
by schools and libraries, parent
ch ild book clubs have become 
popular. Some clubs are adult
ch ild, parent-child, parent-teen, 
mother-daughter, father-son and 
grandpa rents-grandch i Id ren . 
Ages, reading levels, genres and 
themes help determine book 
selections. 

What's most important is that 
every member should read the 
assigned books before the meet
ings. Ideally, the adult and child 
should have some shared read
ing times and discussions before 
the meetings; parents or grand
parents are actively modeling 

the importance of reading. 
For several years, Deb 

Herman, whose three chi ldren 
attended the Jewish Community 
Day School of Rhode Island 
(JCDSRI), sponsored a mother
daughter book club. "I am con
vinced that being exposed to the 
book-club books," said H erman, 
"which were often above the 
classroom books' reading levels, 
made a huge difference fo r my 
daughter, Gabby." Impressed 
with the experiences of Her
man's club, JCDSRI offered a 
monthly mother-daughter book 
club for girls in third grade. 
Every mother and daughter 
joined. 

"The opportunity for my 
daughter Annette and me 
to participate in a book club 
together gave us time to share 
the love of reading together. By 
reading the same book, we had 
the opportunity to strengthen 
our relationship by d iscussing 
common topics and developing 
a shared love of literature," said 

Renaisunce Music Center 
Private Music Lessons and Tutoring 

"Be more than just a voice. 
Find YOUR distinctive voice!" 

Fall Semester begins September 13th 
until December 22nd. 

\'Jiolin,guitar and bass lessons with Kian Xie. 
www.klanxie.net 

Please call f01 an audition/placement 
401 ·33H1416 - 401-944-3214 

www.shoshanaenterpfises.mm 
shoshana.feinstein@gmall.com 

Denise Missry Milburn. "It was 
enjoyable to spend time with 
each other's friends and develop 
bonds outside of our traditional 
circle." 

JCDSRI prepared a list of 
historical, fantasy and Jewish 
fi ct ion books with strong and 
independent fema le characters. 

Different fami lies hosted the 
meetings, which featured snacks 
related to the books. At the start 
of the meetings, members noshed 
and shmoozed and then gath
ered to discuss the books. The 
discussions were involved and 
in-depth; d ifferent generations 
shared and debated t heir opin-

Karolyn White· is the JCDSRI 
librarian. Contact her at kwhite@ 
jcdsri. org. 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island presents 

FALL -FAMILY FEST 
Sunday, October 16 12:00pm-3:30pm 

401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence * 
FREE Admission 

Join us as we welcome fall * 
with lots of family-friendly activities 

including farmers market, games, music, 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLA N D 

Together, we are stronger. 

wwwjvhri.org 

local artists fair and more! 

* Mama Doni and the Shaboom Band 
3:00pm 
Presented by The PJ Library, in partnership with 
Jewish Community Day School of Rhode Island, 
Camp JORI and our community partners. 
$5 per person I $18 max per family 
Tickets can be purchased in advance 
Contact Nicole at 401.421.4111 ext. 180 
or nkatzman@shalomri.org. 
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Three generations of Foster family visit Israel 

Experiences in Israel 
enrich teaching 

By SA RA F OSTER 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

BARRINGT O - We have 
taken many wonderful, fun, 
adventure-filled, informative 
family vacations, but none more 
significant than our recent trip to 
Israel. We have always wanted to 
travel to Israel with our boys, but 
as they grew into young men and 
began to have lives of their own, it 
began to seem that the window of 
opportunity had closed. Our older 
son David, 25, pointed out to us 
that his family was grO\ving with 
a wife and two sons of his own; 
Adam, 22, our younger son, would 
be starting a job in ew York in 
the summer. Also, my mother, 

who often traveled with us, was 
getting older and less mobile. If 
we as a family were going to go to 
Israel, it would have to be now or 
never. 

Harold and I immediately got 
in touch ,virh Libby, his sister who 
lives in Israel and arranges tours. 
With recommendations from 
Libby and her husband, arrange
ments were made. Yes, it was going 
to happen. Three generations were 
going to Israel. Harold and I had 
been once before, back in 1981, 
but our sons and my mother Joyce 
Ritch would experience Israel for 
the first time. 

The experience was not just 
about my husband and me, how
ever. The trip made a profound 
impression on everyone who went. 
David recalled that whenever he 
would call his wife Monica in 
Rhode Island, the adjective that 

YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
WITH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 

"Helping to better the lives of others is the 
greatest of all achievements" 

0 A.M. & 12 Noon• Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
PBS 36.1 /Cable 8 

Find out how in,·cscing in the Libran· can ,;cld a 
bcncr n:rum for ,·ou and allow rnu to help others 
at the same rime. 

T o learn m o re about a c haritable annuity, call 
us at 401..155.8003 or ,isit www.provlib .org. 

i' 

BROWN~N:D 
HILLEL 

The Glenn and Darcy Weiner Center 

Welcome back 
to College Hill! 

Thursday, Sepllember 22 at T-30 ...... 

www.brownrisd.hillel.org I 401-863-2Sos I info@brownrisdhillel.org 

kept coming up in his conversation 
was "amazing." Adam was able to 
see the roots of his Judaism for the 
first time and to experience it with 
three generations of his family. My 
mother cried when she sang the 
Sheheheyanu as she looked out over 
Jerusalem after 75 years of never 
seeing it. 

As a pre-school and kindergar
ten teacher in the field of Je"ish 
education, I found this trip a great 
opportunity to become re-educated 
and re-acquainted ,vith Israel. So 
many times, in more than 20 years 
of teaching, I had read the story 
of Jonah and the whale to chil
dren. \ Vhat a thrill it was for me 
to be in Jaffa where Jonah set off 
on his journey to Tarshish. I was 
also overjoyed robe at Jerusalem at 
the Kate/, the V\lestern \ Vall, and 
to actually float in the Dead Sea. 

I have taught children about 
Israel many times, but these expe
riences made the information 
come to life for me. When I teach 
about Israel again this year around 
the time of Yam Ha-Atzma'ut, I 
know the students will sense my 
excitement as I remember my 
""l'eriences in Israel. 

DAVID, left, and ADAM FOSTER 

Sara Foster ha, taught pwchool for 
the ]CC for more than 20 years and 
Religious School at T,mple Habonim 

for 17 yean. 7h, onsite director/head 
teacher at the ]CC, pwchool satellite 
c/QJS at Temple Habonim, she and her 

"Your South 
County Jewish 

Education 
Connection" 

Registration is now on-going 
for the 2010-20 11 school year 

For Grades: Pre-K, thru 7 

Classes meet in our beautifu l center 
at the Narragansett rotary 

Sundays: 9 A.M. to 12 noon 
Wednesdays: 4 to 6 P.M. 

For more information, please contact 
Ethan Adler, School Director 

Phone: (401) 486-0110 • Email: eadler3@cox.net 

wwwjvhri.org 

husband live in Barrington. Contact 
her at hfosterri@aol.com. 

- Harold, left, Adam, Sara and 
David experience Israel as pa rt 

of a three-generation endeavor. 
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How to live one's 
life as a f ew 

BY JA y SHAFFER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

A grandfather's lament 
focus on sound bites that result in 
misleading ... when national and 
movement leaders pledging vio
lence and destruction are given 
access to the civilized world so 
they can spread their venom ... 
when the United Nations and 
human rights groups have been 
hijacked by people whose agenda 
is hate . . . when textbooks are 
rewritten to redesign history? 
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OR UPDATE YOUR SKILLS 

You can enroll now in our 
Computer-Aided Drafting 

Certificate program. 

• Auto CAD 201 2 
• Inventor 2012 

GOOD AND beauti
ful elements of life are 
found in many places 
and beliefs ... I have 

found them in the Jewish faith 
and in Israel. I fear, however, 
that my grandchildren will never 
have the chance to form their 
own opinions or perhaps discover 
the virtue and seren ity I found 
in Judaism. The world is tilted 
against facts, and I can scream 
when I think of the impact that 
has on my grandchildren. So, 
how do I help my children teach 
their children the truth, nothing 
more, nothing less? 

"Despite our small 
number, Jews have 

been leaders in 
medicine, physics, 

chemistry, law 
and finance." 

JAY SHAFFER • 3-D Parametric Modeling 
I can take my grandchildren to 

synagogue on Shabbat and read 
about some of the world 's beauti
ful ideals that sta rted with Jewish 
thought; abstract thoughts like 
believing in God, not idols, and 
the value of human life instead 
of the destruction of human sac
rifice. They can learn that they 
should treat others like they 
would like to be treated - "The 
Golden Rule." They can learn 
that the Ten Commandments 
forbid mu rder, and why honoring 
their parents is worthwhile, while 
stealing and lying are not. But, on 
Shabbat morning, they have base
ball, footba ll, soccer and dance. 

I can point out the result of the 
"Jewish way" including compas
sion, charity, education, improv
ing the world; how, despite our 
small number, Jews have been 
leaders in medicine, physics, 
chemistry, law and finance. But, 
assimilation now means abdica
tion of one's roots; hence, the 
source of knowledge is lost . 

I can take them to Israel, where 
I can introduce them to a land rich 
in hi story and culture and open to 
everyone. I can show them how 
just a few million people have 
dried swamps and made deserts 
bloom and invented new farm
ing and medical techniques. I can 
show them a country that is in 
the forefront of the world's tech
nology revolution; despite being 
forced to focus on defense, on a 
per capita basis Israel has one of 
the world's largest number of uni
versity degrees, scientific papers, 
patents and newly-published 
books. 

But, people don't go to Israel 
these days. The Caribbean, 
Disney World and cruising are 
more fashionable. Besides, it's 
dangerous in Israel, isn't it? 

Oh, I could cry! What can I say 
or do? How can my grandchildren 
hear even a simple message when 
universities and public forums are 
dominated by people afraid of the 
truth, who are allowed to shout 
down or intimidate anyone with 
facts and perspective. . . when 
periodicals and news reports 

H ow do I overcome the con
tinuous lies and misinformation 
that brainwash otherwise good 
people, for example when words 
like settlement, flotilla and occu-

pation evoke negative emotions, 
without regard to the facts, or 
when a country is vilified for 
defending itself against rockets 
continually fired at its citizens? 

I BROWN 
(ontinuing Studies 
Fall 2011 Courses Begin 

September 26 

Join the conversation, gain perspective, 
and meet like minds . 

For a full course listing and on line registration visit: 

www. brown .ed u / con tin u i ngstud ies 
wwwjvhri.org 

But wait. Maybe I do have the 
necessary tools. I pray to God, 
I know the difference between 
right and wrong, and I practice 
integrity and respect. I can teach 
my grandchildren . Everyday, l 
live my life as a Jew. 

Jay Shaffer is the father of 
Michelle (Dave} Cicchite/li and 
Rachel (Mark} Davis, of Cranston 
and Fairfield, N.j. , respectively; 
and four young grandchildren, 
Dylan, Maya, Samantha and 
Eric. A management consultant 
who volunteers with the Israel 
Defense Forces, he lives with his 
wife Charlotte in New City, NY 
Contact him at jshaf16@optonline. 
net. 

"'EVE RYONE HAS 
A VOICE AT MB ."' 
Quote from parent survey, 
Spring 2010 

• 

Classes Start 
September 6 

Call 401-598-2342 
401-598-2339 

www.jwu.edu/ providence/ ce 

• JOHNSON & WALES 
UNIVERSITY 

Johnson & Wales University odlnit5 slildents 
of ony roce, color, ond nononol or 

elhnic ongin, omong olher cotegones. 

Attend our Open House 
and ask a Moses Brown 
student or parent h ow 
Quaker education makes 
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Creating Jewish opportunities for unaffiliated families 

Many of these tips are 
free or inexpensive 

Bv SANDRA FREEDMAN 

Special to The Voice & H erald I HERE ARE WAYS 
to give your family a 
fulfilling Jewish iden
tity, even if your chil

d attend Hebrew school. 
As a Jewish educator helping 
prepare the bar and bat mitzvah 
ceremonies of unaffiliated children 
for the past 20 years, I've been 
fortunate to connect with many 
happy and innovative Jewish fami
lies. Here are 10 simple steps that 
you can take to give your children a 
rewarding Jewish experience, even 
without a synagogue membership. 

M ake Shabbat a special time. 
Light candles, drink wine, eat 

challah and recite the blessings to 
welcome in Shabbat. Invite fami
lies for a special Shabbat dinner. 
Make a special dessert. Find a 
time to bless your children. 

Create a havurah. 
A havurah is a small informal 

group of individuals, couples or 
families with common interests. 
Connect with a few families and 
give it try! Host a Hanukkah party 
together or create a Seder with the 
havurah. 

Listen to music. 
You know how you still remem

ber all the music of your child
hood? Introduce your family to 
the new songs of Jewish liturgy, 
such as the music of Debbie Fried
man, Rick Recht, Josh Nelson and 
others. Listen to classic Israeli folk 
songs and traditional songs that 
your parents might have learned. 
Take your family to some of the 
many Jewish-themed concerts in 
the area. 

Read to your family. 
Read Bible stories that will intro

duce your children to the heroes of 
ages past. Take your children to a 
Jewish story time. Explore The PJ 
Library, an extraordinary program 
that introduces Judaism to families 
with young children. 

/ Lucy Freedman 

SANDRA FREEDMAN 

Send your kids to a Jewish 
camp. 

Camp experiences are often the 
highlights of childhood. Seek out 
Jewish camps, where there might 
be Shabbat services and an empha
sis on Jewish values, while still 
offering plenty of fun activities. 

Set up your own home
tutoring. 

There are many qualified teach-

ers who will be glad to come to 
you r home and teach your children 
how to read H ebrew, sing essen
tial Jewish prayers and learn about 
H ebrew scriptures and Jewish 
holidays. 

Choose to have a bar or bat 
mitzvah ceremony. 

With the help of a tutor, your 
child can have this significant cer
emony, even if your family doesn't 
belong to a synagogue. Seek out 
professionals in your area who can 
help you plan this ceremony and 
who will officiate at your service. 

Plan and take a family trip to 
Israel. 

This will be the experience of a 
lifetime for your family and you. 
You will visit biblical sights, get 
a sense of what life is like in this 
unique country and make a life
long connection to Judaism. 

Involve your family in commu
nity service. 

One of Judaism's basic principles 
calls on us to perform "deeds of 
loving kindness." Find a cause that 
your family and you support. Vol-

Teaching children to recognize the good 
Are we - as parents 

and teachers -
modeling appropriate 

behaviors? 
BY MIRIAM E STHEH W EINER 

Special to The Voice & Herald A S A PARENT and 
educator, I have many 
lessons that I want 
my children to learn 

within and outside of school, but 
perhaps the most important is that 
of hakh,rat ha-tov, recognition of 
the good. As I prepare my home 
and school for the upcoming school 
year, the importance of this concept 
is in the forefront of my mind. How 
can I make sure that the children 
learn this lesson? How can all of us, 
as members of the greater Jewish 

community, help teach it to the 
next generation? 

Our Jewish heritage includes 
many traditions that convey this 
vital concept to our children. Even 
preschoolers learn that it was not 
Moses but his brother Aaron who 
stretched out his rod over the Nile 
and struck the water to bring on 
the plague of blood (Exodus 7:19-
20). Moses himself would show 
only respectful gratitude to the 
water that had hidden and shielded 
him when he was an infant. Even 
inanimate objects require our 
thanks. Every time we pray, we are 
acknowledging what God has done 
for us; and we should explain this to 
our children before they pray. 

Every year at the Pesach Seder, 
we sing the song "Dayyenu," which 
enumerates the many aspects of 
the Exodus from Egypt for which 
we must be thankful. When we 

#I Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-37 4-4488 

sing "Dayyenu," do we explain its 
meaning to our children, so that 
it does not become a lost opportu
nity? Our heritage is rich with such 
examples, and it is incumbent on us 
to share them with our children. 

In addition, there are many 
books, both Judaic and secular, 
that teach these lessons. One of my 
favorites is a classic, "The Giving 
Tree," by Shel Silverstein. In this 
story, the tree gives and gives with 
little recognition from the boy. 
This is a great book to read and 
discuss with your children. By 
talking about how the tree "feels" 
about giving, you can teach your 
children the importance of doing 
good for others and of recognizing 
and appreciating what others do for 
you. Many children's books contain 
important lessons about gratitude, 
but a young reader may not perceive 
the moral if he or she is reading it 

MIRIAM ESTHER WEINER 

independently. These books are 
great springboards for conversa
tions in the classroom and at home. 

As the adults in our children's 

IHEATRE BY ,.THE ~14 
2011 Children 5 ••sta"t11I 

AND 1:2 NOON • $10 PEIi TICI( 
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winner combines music, 
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TH E'"'A""'J' RE v1s1T www.theatrebythesea.com 
PRODUCED BY OCEAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY, INC, (J__ 
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unteer, whether by serving meals 
at a community kitchen or creating 
a drive to collect items for chari
ties' wish lists ... the opportunities 
are endless! 

Connect to area Web sites that 
will keep you in the loop for all 
things Jewish. 

Vlsit www.shalomri.org, www. 
lnterfaithFamily.com, www.sha
lomboston.org, www.jewishbos
ton.com are just a few to check out. 

Finally, engage in Jewish activi
ties your children and you will 
enjoy. 

Sandra Freedman, a religious 
educator in Newton, Mass., tutored 
- and performed the ceremonies far 
- more than 500 unaffiliated b'nei 
mitzvah students. Contact her at 
sbfreedman@comcast.net or visit her 
Web site, www.sandrafreedman. 
com. 

This is one of an occasional series 
of articles about businesses, some of 
which advertise with The Jewish 
Voice & H erald, and some of which 
don't. 

and students' lives, we must incul
cate them with the impact of 
hak/,.arat ha-tov by modeling it 
ourselves. When children see and 
hear us being mak/,_ir tov, recogniz
ing the good that others have done 
for us, they will follow our example. 
How often do we remind our chil
dren to say "thank you"? Yet when 
they do something for us, we often 
neglect to thank them. We must 
remember to act the way we want 
our children to act, so that they can 
learn from us. As we rush our chil
dren to school in the morning, do 
we remember to thank the crossing 
guard? When we have checked out 
at the grocery store, do we thank 
the cashier? Do our children see us 
thanking others? When I taught 
second grade, one of my favorite 
activities was writing thank-you 
notes with my students. We wrote 
thank-you notes to classes that 
hosted assemblies, to the school 
parent association and to the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
We may have "covered less mate
rial" on the days we wrote those 
notes, but I am convinced that the 
lessons learned were lifelong ones. 

As we prepare for a new school 
year, let's take the time to focus on 
this important life skill with alJ of 
our children, whether they are at 
home, at school, at synagogue or 
in the community at large. As a 
community, we can raise the next 
generation to be caring and appre
ciative people. 

Miriam Esther Weiner is the 
principal of the Providence H ebrew 
Day School (PHDS), where she 
has served in various capacities for 
14 years. She and her hmband, 
Shammai, a PHDS graduate, are the 
parents of six children. Contact her at 
meweiner@phdschool.org 



SCHOOL 

Parents can help 
themselves by 
helping their 

children 
BY AMANDA STAHR, LMHT 
Special to The Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - It's August, 
the cicadas are humming in my 
back yard, and articles about how 
to help our children adjust to the 
start of school abound. Many 
children experience trepidation 
about returning to school and 
t,heir parents, for different rea
sons, also face anxiety. Rather 
than repeating what we've all 
read before, I want to target my 
professional advice about "back-
to-school transitioning" towards 
parents and what you can do for 
yourself that will assist your chil
dren during this time. 

Consider the following ideas: 
Self-care is essential. 
Plan a routine for yourself that 

includes self-care activities before 

From Page 15 

DEBATE AND DISCUSSION 

Perhaps the greatest difference 
from the synagogue experience 
was the fact that we parents held 
ongoing discussions about all these 
issues during our monthly meet
ings, and could promptly introduce 
our children to aspects of Judaism 
to which we could relate. This often 
involved intense debate; but since 
we were such a small community, 
our decisions could be quickly 
implemented ... and reversed later, 
if necessary. 

Rabbi Richard M arker, formerly 
directing Brown-RISD Hillel, 
worked closely with The Friday 
School; after he left Brown, Rabbi 
Alan Flam maintained close con
tact with the group. Several of our 
founding families were faculty or 
staff members at Brown or RISD. 
The children met for classes every 
Friday at the Brown-RISD Hillel 
H ouse; classes concluded with par
ents joining the children for Israeli 
dancing and singing, wine and 
challah. W e also met to celebrate 
holidays together and for an occa
sional Friday night dinner charac
terized by enthusiasm and chaos or 
- in the memory of one of the chil
dren - "atrocious potluck dinners." 

C m LDREN WERE 

INTEGRAL TO SUCCESS 

There was a H ebrew class for 
children on another weekday to 
encourage spoken Hebrew and to 
prepare them for becoming a bar or 
bat mitzvah. 

Most of the children had collec
tive bar/bat mitzvah ceremonies, 
retaining some of the traditional 
readings as well as introducing 
their own commentary on Judaism, 
social justice, etc., along with sing-

Jewish Voice <\_Herald August 19, 2011 PAGE 25 

Each new school year brings transitions 
and after school is scheduled to 
re-open. This will help you keep 
your concerns in perspective 
and reduce the likelihood that 
any anxiety you may experience 
will rev up in response to stress. 
Try yoga, meditation, walks on 
the beach , special (and healthy) 
meals, or a day away from work, 
if possible. You know what works 
for you. 

Focus. 
Practice mindfulness when 

you find your thoughts turning 
into a runaway freight train. For 
instance, if your concerns about 
your son's new teacher and the 
resulting worries about his over
all transition to middle school 
turn into ruminating about his 
future eligibility for competitive 
colleges (and all of us have done 
some version of that!), pull your 
attention back to the matter at 
hand. For example, say to your
self, "I am focusing on meeting 
with my son's teacher within the 
first few days of school to express 
my concerns." Breathe and do 
this as many times as necessary. 

It gets easier with practice. 
Express yourself. 
Express your feelings to a safe 

person and in a safe manner. 
Remember that any intense feel
ing - whether it is worry about 
your child 's transition, frustra
tion with a school system or 
sadness that another beautiful 
summer is drawing to a close -
will only last at its current level 
of intensity for a short time (20 
minutes is average). 

Resist allowing your child to 
hear or see your anxiety, frustra
tion or sadness, etc. Write in your 
journal. Talk to your best friend 
or a trusted advisor. Schedule a 
date with your partner and dis
cuss it with him or her. 

Our true task as parents during 
times of transition, regard1ess of 
our children's ages, is to focus 
on those issues we can do some
thing about and not perseverate 
about those over which we have 

"Practice 
mindfulness when 

you find your 
thoughts turning 
into a runaway 
freight train." 

no control. 
By modeling this behavior and 

taking care of ourselves while we 
do so, we are teaching our chil
dren vitally important skills for 
their own happy and successful 
futures. 

Amanda Starr, LMHT, is a 
therapist at Jewish Family Service 
(wwwjfsri.org). Contact her at 
331-1244 or amanda@jjsri.org. 

Jewish Family Service is a part
ner agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

FORGING Jewish connections through collaborative experiences 
ing and dancing as part of the cel
ebration. Rabbis M arker and Flam 
helped us find teachers - usually 
Brown students - most of whom 
were marvelous role models for the 
children. 

One evening during our long 
debates about what religious 
content to include in the children's 
education, one student teacher 
tearfully warned us that we should 
be more careful in our decisions 
not to emphasize religious rituals. 
H owever, '1'e remained in close 
contact with her and other Friday 
School teachers throughout the 
years. Several teachers told us that 
working with our group had been 
a wonderful experience and had 
had an important impact in the 
Jewish community. Rabbi Serena 
Eisenberg, who later became 
director of Brown RISD Hillel, 
was among our teachers. 

Almost all the children loved 
going to The Friday School. One 
told me during a recent visit, "It is 
exactly such a community that I 
want for my children. The music, 
rhythm and words - even though 
some of us didn't understand 
most of the Hebrew - are forever 
imprinted in my brain. We all put 
aside our school work, ate challah 
and connected to each other. To 
this day, when I listen to some of 
the songs I used to sing, I have tears 
in my eyes as memories of my best 
friends and family come to mind." 

Our younger daughter made sim
ilar comments, saying, "The expe
riences [I had] are the essence of 
Judaism and I want to instill them 
in our children - along with the 
traditions, the history, the culture 
and community. The community 
that was built in The Friday School 
will stay intact forever despite the 

geographical distances that exist." 
W e also managed to keep our 

children's interest in The Friday 
School strong during their high 
school years by inviting some of 
them to teach dancing or singing, 
assist in classes and plan special 
trips to plays, concerts and film fes
tivals dealing with Jewish themes. 

Both of our daughters taught 
singing or dancing at The Friday 
School. Our elder daughter, who 
taught Israeli dancing while at 
Brown, jokingly remarked that her 
only difficulty was getting the par
ents, who enjoyed talking to each 
other on Friday afternoons, to keep 
quiet in between the dances. 

ToE FRIDAY GROUP 

The Friday Group, which grew 
out of the first generation of Friday 
School parents, still meets monthly 
for discussions, outings, guest 
speakers and wonderful Jewish 
holiday celebrations. We created 
our own Haggadah for Passover, 
selecting from traditional and 
untraditional resources and adding 
our own commentary. 

The children's Friday School still 
operates, but has become separated 
from the older generation who are 
now grandparents. The elders came 
to this decision after long-drawn
out deliberations with younger 
adult members. There has been an 
increasing acceptance of differing 
viewpoints among members of the 
current Friday Group, in part due 
to our inclusion of new members 
who had not shared the formative 
years with us and whose children 
had not participated in The Friday 
School. 

Some of us have joined syna
gogues while still maintaining an 
intense commitment to The Friday 

wwwjvhri.org 

Group. As adults, many of our chil
dren remain active and innovative 
in their Jewish communities. Some 
have become active synagogue 
members; and as one noted, "I 
always find myself looking for ways 
to make my synagogue experi
ence more like it was in The Friday 
School." 

Marilyn Rueschemeyer and her hus
band Dietrich were among the origi
nal members of The Friday School in 
Pr01Jidence. Contact her at marilyn_ 
rueschemeyer@brown.edu. 

For more information about The 
Friday School, visit 
www.thefridayschool.org. 

Welcome to Temple Sinai ... 
where memories are made. 

Temple Sinai has been creating a vibrant, inspiring and 
supportive Jewish community for more than SO years. 
It's an extended family for all who come through the door. 
It's a place to pray and learn and draw close to God. It's a 
loving environment for celebrating and commemorating 
life's momentous occasions. It's a place to call home. 

Mike Skorski Photography 

Join us for 
Open House Shabbat Services 

and meet our new 
Rel~ious School Director, 

Toby Kor~sky, RJ~ 
Friday, September 9th at 7:30 pm 

(Oneg to follow) 
and September 16th at 6 pm 

(pizza dinner at 5:15 pm). 

¢,,r,~e:;e!~,~,\~~i, 
w w w.TempleSinaiRl .org 
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Helping you and your spouse turn 
a failed marriage into a "win-win" divorce 

DIVORCE 
MEDIATION 
Dr. Ann M. Frank 
' . . .. . .. . -
.,, l ;, I ,,., 

CRANSTON WARWICK CHAVURAH 

THE CRANSTON WARWICK CHAVURAH UNDER THE SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP 
OF CHAZZAN CHAIM LABUSH WELCOMES NEW PARTICIPANTS. 

MEMBERSHIP IS 150 PER PERSON WHICH INCLUDES ROSH HASHANAH 
AND YOM KIPPUR SERVICES. NO FEE FOR FULL TIME STUDENTS. 

401-781-2650 OR E-MAIL: LOSAMTOR@COX.NET 

U~N~ 
EDENU 

Seventeen years of 
hraling dmgn in partnmhip with IUUUIT 

successfully creating 
beautiful, harmonious and 

functional spaces! 

• Interior Design 

• Certified Feng Shui 

• Emphasis on 
sustainable design 
and green materials 

Visit: www.karenfeldmanurllaneden.com - urbaneden@cox.net - 401 ·351-5632 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 

PIUIIH 

T!~Al!E 
AUGUST17-
SEPrEMBER4 
Starring TBTS audl.,_ 
favorite Lennie Watts! 
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COMMUNITY 

J-CATION CAMP can be tasty. Campers eat the cupcakes they baked with their counselor, Rebekah Bunn. 

'Honey, what should we do with the kids?' 
B Y HEIDI LEBR6N 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Camp at the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island (the Alliance) doesn't end 
just because school begins. 

If you're looking for a steady 
after-school program, a drop
in childcare option, a full day 
] -Cation Camp during school 
vacations, enrichment programs 
such as pottery or computer 
learning, fun evening activities 
for young children or a safe place 
for your teenagers, consider the 
Alliance's Children's Program
ming D epa rtment. 

What is ] -Cation camp? If 
your child's school is closed for a 
day or a week, there's a ]-Cation 
camp option for you. Camp is 
offered on some Jewish holidays, 
when Providence public schools 
are closed, when schools are 
closed due to snow, etc. ]-Cation 
camps can even be created to fit a 

group's schedule. 
With programs for chi ldren 

ages 5 - 15, or in grades lcinder
garten through 10, parents - and 
children - have a wide array of 
choices for the age-old dilemma 
facing worlcing parents, "What 

"After-school, 
school's out options 

abound at the 
Alliance." 

to do with the kids when there's 
no school?" or " Where can I send 
my child - who's too young to be 
a 'latchkey kid' -after school?" 

All of the Alliance's school year 
childcare programs are licensed 
by the Rhode Island Department 
of Children, Youth & Families. 
Brochures, registration forms, 

] -Cation camp dates and dis
count information are available 
at www.jccri.org/bigkids. 

For middle school students, 
there are programs offered 
through the nationally recog
nized Providence After School 
Alliance (PASA). 

Teens who are interested in helping 
out at the ] -Space after school pro
gram and ]-Cation camps may con
tact Shannon Boucher at sboucher@ 
shalomri.org for information on the 
counselor-in-training (CIT) pro
gram. 

For more information about any 
of these after-school programs, con
tact Shannon Boucher, children's 
programming director at 861-8800, 
ext. 147 or sboucher@shalomri.org. 

Heidi Lebron is the children's pro
gramming registrar at the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
Contact her at heidi@shalomri.org. 

A sweet beginning to a New Year 
Help Jewish residents, 
affiliated or not, find a 
High Holy Day service 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

W TH THE HIGH 
Holy Days fast 
approaching, it's past 

time for synagogues and shuls to 
send their schedule of holiday 
services to The Jewish Voice & 
Herald. Each fall, we publish this 
information as a service to mem
bers of the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community so that they 
know what services are available 
when and where . 

If you represent a synagogue 

wwwJvhri.org 

or Hillel that hasn't sent its 
High Holy Days listing of ser
vices to the newspaper, please do 
so immediately so that it can be 
included in the upcoming sched
ule. Please include the name of 
the synagogue or other entity, the 
date and time of service, the name 
of the service, and the address 
and phone number, as well as any 
other relevant information that 
you wish to include. The paper 
reserves the right to limit 
the amount of extrane-

Listings for Sukkot services 
should accompany the High Holy 
Days listings or be sent under sep
arate cover promptly thereafter. 

It's most helpful to our read
ers to have a complete listing, so 
please forward this information 
to Nancy Kirsch, executive editor, 
at nlcirsch@shalomri.org no later 
than August 25. It's always dis
appointing when a synagogue's 
entries are missing and we can't 
run a complete and comprehensive 
listing. 

Not sure if you've sent it? Con
tact her at nkirsch@shalomri.org 
or 421-4111, e.xt. 168 and she'll 
let you know... or just send it 
again! 

May it be a sweet New Year 
for all of us. 



COMMUNITY Jewish Voice ~ Herald 

INTERNAL strength of Alliance team is put into play 
Froin Page 1 

most effective." 
Nicole Katzman, director of 

Shalom Family and PJ Library, 
and Esta Yavner, a teacher in the 
Early Childhood Center (the 
ECC), have been named interim 
co-directors of the ECC to succeed 
Helen West, ECC director. West, 
who came to the ECC in June 
2010, resigned her position effec
tive Aug. 19. 

"Helen provided much needed 
expertise and guidance to the 
Alliance's ECC, particularly in 
the areas of school accreditation 
and licensing," said Savit. "We are 
grateful to her for her contributions 
to the ECC and the Alliance." 

Katzman, who holds two mas
ter's degrees - a master of arts in 
teaching and a master of arts in 
education, both from the Rhode 
Island School of Design, has 
worked for the Alliance for five 
years, managing The PJ Library 
and Shalom Family. She has a total 
of 25 years teaching experience, 
including five years teaching kin
dergarten at Temple Emanu-El's 
religious school. 

Yavner, a teacher in the ECC for 
16 years, has served as the Jewish 
curriculum coordinator at the ECC 

for several years; in that capac
ity, she educates and trains teach
ers about Jewish holidays, values 
and mores so that they, in turn, 
can share them with the children. 
Before entering the field of educa
tion, Yavner worked as a nurse in 
Boston. With an undergraduate 
degree from Boston University and 
a master's certificate in Jewish early 
childhood education from Gratz 

"l am we11 aware of, 
yet wekome, the 
cha11enges ahead." 

College, she is studying for her 
Rhode Island certification in early 
childhood education at the Com
munity College of Rhode Island. 
Yavner will continue her position 
as a classroom teacher, in addition 
to her co-director responsibilities. 

"Good change is coming," 
Yavner said. 

The third member of the ECC 
team is Carol Gualtieri, who was 
named the ECC's business man
ager. 

"We are so excited to be part of 
a professional team of early child-

JASON HOCHMAN 

Another Rhode Islander 
makes aliyah 

JASON HOCHMAN, 22, 
the son of Alan and Marilyn 
H ochman, arrived in Israel on 
g. 16. He was one of360 North 

Americans moving to Israel at that 
time, according to a release from 
Nefesh B'Nefesh. 

Hochman and others making 
aliyah may benefit from the rela
tively new partnership between 
Nefesh B'Nefesh and Friends of 
the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) 
to help newly arrived soldiers with 
their transition into their new 
lives in Israel and national service. 
Through this partnership, these 
soldiers receive additional assis
tance, including financial grants, 

social support, quarterly care pack
ages and post-army integrative 
services, including educational 
guidance, career counseling and 
job placement. 

Hochman, a native of Provi
dence, attended Alperin Schech
ter Day School from kindergarten 
through eighth grade and gradu
ated from Classical High School. 
A 2011 University of Massachu
setts at Amherst graduate, Hoch
man received a B.A. in Judaic 
Studies (with a minor in H ebrew) 
and a certificate in Middle Eastern 
Studies. 

Hochman will join the Israel 
Defense Forces. 

NICOLE KATZMAN 

hood educators," said Katzman. 
"Carol's expertise in administra
tive management will complete 
ou.r team." 

"Yavner's superb classroom 
experience, Katzman's academic 
prowess and energy, and 
Gualtieri 's historical knowledge 
of membership and administrative 
issues make this new team 
approach a positive step forward," 
Savit said. "Families at the 
ECC will experience strong and 
coordinated leadership." 

Alliance management promptly 

apprised ECC parents and faculty, 
via face-to-face meetings, phone 
calls and/or emails, of the ECC 
changes in leadership manage
ment. 

"The ECC has been through 
many changes during the past 
few years," said Marisa Garber, 
co-chair of the ECC's Early 
Childhood Committee. "We are 
thankful to Helen West, who took 
us through a grueling re-accredita-

ESTA YAVNER 

tion process that resulted in high 
marks for our programs; we wish 
her well. The changes underway 
at the ECC are exciting to parents 
and teachers alike. I believe that 
the new leadership team at the 
ECC will serve us well." 

In related news, Savit named Vin 
Kilbridge, currently interim direc
tor of Jewish Life and Learning at 
the Alliance, as director of Alli
ance operations, effective immedi
ately. "Vin will be in charge of our 
building's facilities and operations, 
including ]-Fitness, membership 
and information technology," Savit 
said. 

Kilbridge has 14 years of bank
ing experience with a focus on 
trust and wealth management. A 
JCC member for more than 10 
years, he said, "I am well aware of, 
yet welcome, the challenges ahead. 
We have a 40-year-old building 
that sees a lot of traffic; it's hard to 
believe that the renovation of the 
Fitness Center was completed five 
years ago." 

With Katzman's new ECC 
respon si bilitie s, Michelle 
Cicchitelli will assume leadership 
of the Shalom RI and The PJ 
Library programs, although 
Katzman will remain involved 
with these programs. Cicchitelli 
will retain her portfolio of work in 
special education and other Jewish 
Life and Learning programs. In an 
ongoing effort to facilitate program 
coordination, she will work closely 
with the ECC faculty. 

Savit also announced that Minna 
Ellison, the Alliance's senior 
vice president of Community 
Planning and Programming, 
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CAROL GUALTIERI 

will supervise, on an interim 
basis, all of the Alliance's Jewish 
Life and Learning educational 

MINNA ELLISON 

departments, which now will be 
administered as a single product 
line. ' 

"We are excited about these 
changes, all of which are designed 
to bring programming and services 
to the greater Rhode Island Jewish 
community in a more responsive, 
efficient and streamlined fashion," 
he said. 
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Our neighbor to the north supports Israel 

Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is a 

fierce advocate 

Bv JORDAN MICHAEL SMITH 

(Tablet) - One night in August 
2006, Washington Post columnist 
Charles Krauthammer was speak
ing at a fundraiser for the United 
Jewish Appeal's Israel Emergency 
Campaign in a Toronto hotel. 
Before an audience of 2,500, 
Krauthammer extolled the virtues 
of those leaders who were sup
porting Israel in the conflict then 
under way with Hezbollah in 
Lebanon. He singled out for praise 
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, who was showing great 
leadership in openly siding with 
Israel, he said . 

At the mere mention of Harper, 
who was not in attendance, Kraut
hammer's audience suddenly burst 
into furious applause, as though its 
collective gratitude for the prime 
minister had finally been articu
lated for the first time. 

As prime minister, Harper 
has transformed Canadian for
eign policy toward Israel and the 
Middle East. Abandoning Cana
da's longstanding posture of even
handedness in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, the country has become 
arguably the most pro-Israel coun
try in the world. From being the 
first world leader to cut off funds to 
the Palestinian Authority in 2006 
when it was taken over by Hamas, 
to speaking out against growing 
global anti-Semitism, Harper has 
embraced Israel as no Canadian 
leader before him. 

"It is hard to find a country 

friendlier to Israel than Canada 
these days," gushed Israeli For
eign Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
in 2010. "No other country in the 
world has demonstrated such a full 
understanding of us." 

While Harper's pro-Israel bona 
fides are not in doubt, his moti
vations have been less clear. In 
political terms, Harper may not 
stand to gain much by adopt
ing such a passionately pro-Israel 
stance. In a country of nearly 34 
million, Canadian Jews number 
only 315,000 - and that figure is 
declining. In fact, Jews were the 
only ethnic group in Canada to 
show a decline nationally accord
ing to the 2006 census, a trend 
that shows no sign of reversing. 

In contrast, the number of 
Canadian Muslims is expected to 
nearly triple in the next 20 years, 
from about 940,000 in 2010 to 
nearly 2.7 million in 2030, accord
ing to the Pew Research Center. 
There are also nearly 500,000 
Canadian Arabs, a somewhat 
overlapping group. Clearly if there 
is an emerging demographic to be 

captured for partisan purposes, 
Jews are not it. 

Of course, sheer numbers are 
only one measure of a minority's 
clout. 

"Canada's Israel lobby is every 
bit as powerful as Amenca's," says 
John Mearsheimer, co-author of 
the controversial book, "The Israel 
Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy," 
even though Canada's national 
elections are publicly funded, 
making financial contributions 
far less important in the Canadian 
political system than in the U.S. 

Brent Sasley, a political scien
tist at the University of Texas at 
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CANADA'S PRIME MINISTER STEPHEN HARPER 

Arlington who studies Canadian 
ethnic demographics, agrees that 
Canadian Jews have been more 
successful lobbyists than their 
Arab and Muslim counterparts, 
but argues that historical factors 
above all are responsible. 

"Put simply, Jews have had 
a much longer history of accli
matization into the Canadian 
economic, social, and political 
environment," Sasley has written. 

"Those who 
threaten the 

existence of the 
Jewish people 

are ... a threat to 
all of us." 

But Harper seems to be acting 
out of personal conviction. Accord
ing to Gerry Nicholls, who worked 
with Harper at the National Citi
zens Coalition, a conservative eco
nomic organization, from 1997 to 
2001, the future prime minister 
was praising Israel in those days, 
too. 

"Though our group didn't really 
deal with foreign policy, he was 
always very clear that he believed 
Canada should be a loyal, true ally 
of Israel," Nicholls said. "There 
was no political calculation then, 
no votes to be had." 

For all of Harper's undeniable 
success in making himself attrac
tive to a broad coalition of voters 
in Canada, he also emerged from 
a very distinct social and political 
milieu that might be more familiar 
to Americans than to many Cana
dians. Though born in Toronto, 
Harper moved soon after high 
school to work in the oil industry 
in Alberta. He received under-

graduate and graduate degrees 
in economics at the University of 
Calgary there, and he represented 
the local riding, or county subdivi
sion, in parliament. 

Though most Americans think 
of Canada as a European-style 
social democracy, Harper's Alberta 
shares a political and economic 
climate in tune with pro-business 
U.S. states. Buoyed by oil reserves, 
the province follows behind only 
Texas and Delaware in measures 
of economic liberalization in 
North America, according to one 
study. Alberta also boasts Can
ada's strongest support for loose 
gun laws, opposition to same-sex 
marriage and support for the death 
penalty. 

In 1997, Harper called Canada 
"a Northern European welfare 
state in the worst sense of the 
term." In 2003, Alberta's right 
wing premier, Ralph Klein, sent 
a letter to President George W. 
Bush expressing support for the 
Iraq War. Harper and another 
prominent conservative Albertan, 
Stockwell Day, wrote an op-ed in 
The Wall Street Journal in 2003 
calling Canada's position to opt 
out of the war a mistake - a posi
tion that was highly unpopular in 
other parts of the country. 

Harper's strong feelings for 
Israel can be seen as consistent 
with his distinctly conserva
tive background and worldview. 
He believes Israel is a bulwark of 
democracy and Western civiliza
tion warring against terrorists in 
a region governed by brutal auto
crats. The prime minister said at 
an Ottawa conference on anti
Semitism in 2010 that he supports 
Israel "not just because it is the 
right thing to do, but because his
tory shows us, and the ideology of 
the anti-Israel mob tells us all too 
well, that those who threaten the 
existence of the Jewish people are 
in the longer term a threat to all 
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of us." 
His support for the current lead

ership of the Jewish state is per
fectly in line with his other beliefs, 
then, that share similarities with 
the Republican Party's agenda in 
the United States. Shrewd politi
cian that he is, however, Harper 
is fully aware that many of Can
ada's liberal laws - on health care 
and abortion, for instance - are 
untouchable for any party aspir
ing to majority status. On Israel, 
by contrast, the prime minister has 
been able to transform Canadian 
policy with very little opposition. 

Harper began steering Canada 
in a pro-Israel direction soon after 
taking office in early 2006. During 
that summer's skirmish between 
Israel and Hezbollah, the prime 
minister defended Israel's right to 
defend itself, blamed Hezbollah 
for the war and civilian deaths in 
Lebanon, and rejected widespread 
calls for an immediate cease-fire. 

In 2008, the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations presented 
Harper with its inaugural Inter
national Leadership Award for 
boycotting the Durban II Confer
ence, a U.N. conference against 
racism, and for consistently siding 
with Israel at the United Nations. 
Harper said in 2008 that global 
anti-Semitism was rising and that 
"anti-Israeli sentiment [is] really 
just a thinly disguised veil for good 
old-fashioned anti-Semitism, 
which I think is completely unac
ceptable." 

Most recently, in May, Harper 
maneuvered to keep a G8 state
ment from specifically calling for 
talks based on a return to Israel 's 
1967 borders, plus land swaps 
negotiated with Palestinians, an 
idea pressed by President Obama. 
Haaretz reported that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan
yahu had called Harper to veto 
inclusion of the language, though 
Harper's office denied the claim. 

In early 2010, Harper's junior 
foreign affairs minister, Peter 
Kent, declared that any attack on 
Israel would be assumed to be an 
attack on Canada, a statement 
Kent clarified as reflecting the 
prime minister's personal feelings. 

The changes in Canadian foreign 
policy have not gone unnoticed by 
Israel or its critics. Al Jazeera aired 
a documentary last year titled "The 
Other Special Relationship on 
the Canada-Israel alliance." After 
Canada recently lost a bid for a 
seat on the U.N. Security Council, 
Harper suggested it was because of 
the country's stalwart defense of 
Israel. 

For the prime minister, how
ever, it was a small price to pay. 

''Whether it is at the U.N. or 
any other international forum, the 
easy thing to do is simply to just 
get along and go along with this 
anti-Israeli rhetoric," Harper said. 
"As long as I am prime minister, 
Canada ,viii take a stand whatever 
the cost." 



WORLD Jewish Voice ~Herald August 19, 2011 

PALESTINIANS seek statehood 

PAGE 31 

From Page 1 

What do the Palestinians want 
the United Nations to recognize? 

Oslo Accords, which stipulated 
that the framework for resolution 
of the conflict be negotiations 
between the two parties. If the 
Oslo Accords, which proyjdes the 
basis for the limited autonomy the 
Palestinians currently have in the 
West Bank, are nullified, Israel 
may re-occupy portions of the 
West Bank from which its forces 
have withdrawn, end security 
cooperation with the Palestinian 
Authority and withhold hundreds 
of millions of dollars in tax money 
it collects on behalf of the Pales
tinian Authority. 

set off popular Palestinian protests 
against Israel that could escalate 
into another Palestinian intifada. 

o one knows what another 
Palestinian intifada will look like. 
It's possible that soon after a U.N. 
vote, Palestinians will march on 
Israeli settlements and military 
positions much like Palestinians 
in Syria and Lebanon marched 
on Israel's borders in mid-May to 
commemorate Nakba Day - the 
day marking the anniversary of the 
"catastrophe" oflsrael's founding. 

The Palestinians want recog
nition of the state of Palestine in 
the entirety of the West Bank, 
Gaza and eastern Jerusalem. The 
West Bank - an area controlled by 
Jordan from the end oflsrael's War 
of Independence in 1949 until it 
was captured by Israel in the 1967 
Six-Day War - includes lands on 
which Jewish settlements now sit. 
Eastern Jerusalem was effectively 
annexed by Israel, but the inter
national community views it as 
occupied territory. In total, more 
than 600,000 Jews reside in east
ern Jerusalem and the West Bank. U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL BAN Kl -MOON 

What are some of the other 
possible negative consequences 
for the Palestinians of U.N. 
statehood recognition? 

Or a U.N. vote could unleash a 
new wave of yjolence, with attacks 
and counterattacks that destroy 
the relative calm that has held 
between Israel and West Bank 
Palestinians since the second inti
fada waned in 2004. 

What's the legal process for 
becoming a state? 

The U.N. Security Council's 
approval is required to become a 
U.N. member state. The United 
States, which is one of the 
15-member council's five perma
nent, veto-wielding members, has 
promised to veto a Palestinian 
statehood resolution. 

Is there a way for the Palestin
ians to overcome a U.S. veto? 

Not in the Security Council. 
H owever, the Palestinians still 
could seek statehood recognition 
at the U.N. General Assembly. 
While a General Assembly vote 
in favor of Palestinian statehood 
would not carry the force of law, 
the passage of such a resolution 
would be highly symbolic and rep
resent a significant public relations 
defeat for Israel. 

Is there any benefit short of 
full statehood recognition that 
the Palestinians can obtain at the 
United Nations? 

Yes. The Palestinians already 
have non-member permanent 
observer status at the United 
Nations, which they obtained in 
1974. 

This time, the General Assem
bly could vote to recognize Pales
tine as a non-member U.N. state, 
which would put Palestinian U.N. 
membership on par with that of 
the Vatican. While being a non-

member state wouldn't give the 
Palestinians much more than they 
have now as a non-state observer, it 
would be another symbolic yjctory. 

If the Palestinians can get a 
two-thirds majority in support of 
statehood in the General Assem
bly, they also could put forward a 
so-called Uniting for Peace reso
lution. This nonbinding, adyjsory 
resolution could proyjde legal 
cover to nations wanting to treat 
Palestine as a state - for example, 
allowing sanctions and lawsuits 
against Israel to go forward . The 
Uniting for Peace option was first 
used to circumvent a Soyjet veto 
in the Security Council against 
action during the Korean War, 
and it was employed during the 
1980s to protect countries that 
sanctioned apartheid South Africa 
from being sued under interna
tional trade laws. 

Why are the Palestinians seek
ing statehood recognition from 
the United Nations rather than 
negotiating directly with Israel? 

The Palestinian leadership has 
eschewed renewed peace talks 
with Israel, either because Abbas 
believes that talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan
yahu won't produce desired results 
or because Abbas believes he has 
more to gain by going to the inter
national arena - or both. 
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Abbas essentially is gambling 
that the U.N. move will give him 
more leverage yjs-a-yjs Israel, 
making it more difficult for the 
Israelis to stick to their current 
negotiating positions and estab
lishing the pre-1967 lines as the 
basis for negotiations. 

What tools does Israel have to 
respond to the Palestinian bid? 

Israel 's strategy now is trying to 
persuade as many nations as pos
sible - as well as the Palestinians 
- that a U.N. vote favoring Pal
estinian statehood would set back 
the peace track. The argument is 
that it would make it less likely 
that Israeli-Palestinian negotia
tions would succeed, forcing Israel 
to dig in its heels. 

Beyond that, Israeli experts have 
warned, Israel may consider the 
unilateral Palestinian bid for U.N. 
recognition an abrogation of the 

The U.S. Congress has threat
ened to ban assistance to the Pal
estinian Authority if it pursues 
recognition of statehood at the 
United ations. That could cost 
the Palestinians as much as $500 
million annually, potentially crip
pling the Palestinian government. 

What's the plan for the day 
after the U.N. vote? 

It's not clear. The Palestinian 
leadership doesn't seem to have 
a plan. The Palestinian public is 
expected to stage mass demonstra
tions. Israel is preparing for a host 
of worst-case scenarios, including 
violence. 

If the United Nations does 
endorse Palestinian statehood 
in some form, it will be seen as 
a public relations yjctory for the 
Palestinians. But in the absence 
of progress on the ground in the 
Middle East, a U.N. vote could 

The outbreak of yjolence, how
ever, could undermine Palestinian 
interests. In the relative absence 
of Palestinian terrorism in recent 
years, the Palestinians have man
aged to get increased economic 
assistance, established upgraded 
diplomatic ties with nations 
throughout the world, rallied more 
global support for their cause, and 
seen a considerable rise in their 
GDP and quality of life in the 
West Bank. They don't want to 
throw that all away. 

That may leave the Palestinians 
and Israel back where they started 
before talk of U.N. recognition 
began: at a standstill. 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Atavism, slimatavism 
Left-handedness 

as a sign of 
moral turpitude? 

W H ERE LIE 
THE roots of 
criminal behav
ior? What factor 

or combination of factors predis
pose one individual to undertake 
wicked deeds while another does 
not? John Milton (1608 - 1674) 
stated: "If weakness may excuse, 

what murderer, 
what traitor, par
ricide, incestu
ous, sacrileg ious, 
but may plead it? 
All wickedness is 
weakness." 

At one end of 
a spectrum of 

Dr. Stanley explanations, the 
Aronson leading religions 
----- have declared 

that a spiritual 
frailty or moral debility under
lies criminal behavior. Secular 
philosophers and sociologists, 
on the other hand, have indicted 
society's insensitive deficits and 
the veil of poverty as the root 
cause of criminal action, leaving 
the criminal essentially blame
less, a mere victim of improvi
dent circumstance. 

Might there be further plausi- -
hie etiologies for crimes agai nst 
society? Could science and its 
many investigative resources 
yield yet another way of con
fronting the nature of wrongdo
ing? 

Cesare Lombroso (1835 -
1909) Europe's most prominent 
forensic scientist and cri mi nolo
gist, was born in the Italian city 
of Verona, then under the juris
diction of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. Initially given the name 
Ezechia Marco by his Jewish 
parents, he changed his name to 
the more secular Cesare when 
he entered medical school. Fol
lowing graduation, he served as 
an army surgeon for seven years; 
upon returning to civilian life, 
he became senior administrator 
of an insane asylum at Pesaro, an 
Italian port on the Adriatic Sea. 

Trained as a physician and 
anthropologist, Lombroso 
became convinced that societal 
burdens such as mental defi
ciency, deviant comportment, 
emotional instability - and par
ticularly, criminal behavior -
must have their origins in some 
biological substrate, some aber
ration in the tangible structures 
that make up the human body. 

The latter half of the 19th cen
tury was a time of great scientific 
ferment, with the emerging sci
ence of pathology revealing that 
almost every human disease has 
an underlying structural abnor
mality, as well as lesions (visible 
or microscopic) so distinctive as 
to be diagnostic. Furthermore, 

the evolving science of eugen
ics sought hereditary reasons for 
social pathology. 

Here, Lombroso asked a fun
damental question: l s it possible 
that criminal behavior is inher
ited - that someone might actu
ally be a "born criminal"? He 
embarked upon a lifelong inves
tigation, studying and recording 
the physical characteristics of 
thousands of criminals, imbe
ciles, moral deviants and suffer
ers from many forms of mental 
illness. His studies (in a widely 
quoted text, "La Donna Deli
quente"), even explored the pos
sibility of a hereditary impulse 
leading women to harlotry. 

What, specifically, did he 
investigate? He examined the 
shape and dimensions of the 
head (the pseudo-sc ience of cra
niology), body configurations 
(anthropometry), the amount of 
hair growth and, in general, any 
physical defect or deviation from 
what he considered the norm. 

"Alleged linkages 
between antisocial 

behavior and 
anatomical 

variations have 
been discarded." 

Lombroso concluded that 
criminals and sufferers from 
mental illness could be identified 
by certain physical characteris
tics - features that, as a group, 
represented a "throw-back" to 
a more regressive, more savage 
form of human being. He called 
this process atavism, a retro
gression from current civiliza-

tion. And he further postulated 
that these deviant modalities (or 
anomalies) are inherited. 

What visible physical char
acteristics did Lombroso list 
as indicative of a fundamental 
criminal nature? A protruding 
jaw, a sloping forehead, exces
sive torso hair, an asymmetric 
skull, diminished sensitivity to 
pain, and (last but not least) left
handedness. (In the interests of 
full disclosure, the author of this 
colum n has been an unrepentant 
left- hander for 89 years.) Lom
broso also declared that pros
titutes represented an inborn 
anomaly of moral behavior. 

Lombroso's conclusions were 
widely accepted, particularly in 
Europe. Upon his death in 1909, 
he was revered as the father of 
scientific criminology and his 
texts were published in numer
ous languages. 

Most of Lombroso's theo
ries have since been disproven, 
although some rare forms of 
aberrant behavior have indeed 
been linked with certain inher
ited chromosomal alterations. 
But alleged linkages between 
antisocial behavior and ana
tomical variations, particularly 
of the cranium, have been thor
oughly disca rded . 

Ironically, Lombroso's primary 
contention that criminality and 
insanity are hereditary encum
brances was largely accepted 
- and indeed expanded - by 
Germany's National Socialist 
party of the 1930s, which added 
Jews, homosexuals and gypsies 
to the list of groups displaying a 
regressive atavism. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M .D . 
is dean of medicine emeritus at 
Brown University. Contact him 
at smamd@cox.net. 
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Obituaries 
Celia "Tillie" (Marcowitz) 

Genter, 97 
PAWTUCKET - Celia Genter, of 
Pawtucket, died Aug. 10. She was 
the wife of the late Harry Genter. 
Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she was 
a daughter of the late Samuel and 
Sadie (Segal) Marcowitz. 

She is survived by her sister Ann 
Wisdom; her niece Sandra Mar
cowitz; her grandsons, Carl Dress 
and his wife Nicole and Kenneth 
Dress; her step-grandson Scott 
Miller and his wife Diane; and 
her great-grandchildren, Jacob, 
Eli and Peyton Dress and Maggie 
and Cameron Miller. She was the 
mother of the late Barbara Dress 
Miller and the sister of the late 
Abraham Marcowitz. 

Donations may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

Deena (Cohen) 
Gershon, 83 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Deena 
Gershon, of New Bedford, Mass., 
died Aug. 12. She was the wife of 
the late Milton Gershon. Born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., a daughter of the 
late Samuel and Toby (Weitz) 
Cohen. she was a lifelong resident 
of Long Island, before moving to 
New Bedford in 2000. She was 
a member of Tifereth Israel Con
gregation. 

She is survived by her children, 
Susan Sandler and her husband 
Eli of Stamford, Conn.; Lori 
Shuster and her husband Bennett 
of New Bedford, Mass. ; and 
Michael Gershon and his wife Lisa 
Zaretsky of North Woodmere, 
N.Y. She leaves her grandchildren, 
Alexa , Jared, Zachary, Matthew 
and Rachel. She was the sister of 
the late Stanley Cohen. 

Contributions may be made to 
the New Bedford Jewish Conva
lescent Home, 200 Hawthorn St., 
New Bedford, MA 02740. 

Dorothy (Mondshein) 
Gold, 95 

FALL RIVER, Mass. - Dorothy 
Gold died Aug. 2. She was the 
wife of the late Jerry Gold. Born 
in Providence, a daughter of the 
late Cantor Samuel and Charlotte 
Mondshein, she was a lifelong 
resident of Fall River, Mass. 

For 30 years she worked 
alongside her late husband at 
the former Maplewood Manu
facturing Co., a manufacturer of 
women's raincoats. She was a 
member of Temple Beth El and 
Congregation Adas Israel, and a 
life member of Hadassah. 

She is survived by her chil
dren, Karen Sokol and her hus
band Dennis, of Stoneham, 
Mass.; Marcia Horowitz and 
her husband Edward, of Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. ; and Dr. Michael 
Gold and his wife Jane, of Sara
toga, Calif. She also leaves her 
grandchildren, Elizabeth, Jason, 
Amy, Aaron, Catherine, Sarah 
and Daniel; and four great-grand
children. She was the sister of 
the late Ann Swartz, Lena Cohen, 
Nettie Mondshein, and Jacob and 
Harold Mondshein. 

Donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Naomi (Wallace) 
Goldberg, 94 

WARWICK - Naomi Goldberg 
died Aug. 6. She was the wife of 
the late Alvin J. Goldberg. Born in 
Providence, she was the daugh
ter of the late Israel and Minnie 
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SENIORS 

You can visit 
Jerusalem and 

Galilee ... in 
Rhode Island 

LOVE IS LIKE "a 
ummer with a thou
and Julys." So says the 
ong "You Go to My 

Head." 
I leave my engagement calendar 

-----• in town and spend 
the precious lazy, 
hazy, crazy days of 
Tammuz and Av 
in Middlebridge, 
which follows the 
line of Narrow 
River from the 

Mike ponds to the estu-
Fink aries and the dunes 

------ at the ocean in 
Narragansett. We 

have a tiny house here and our cal
endar is marked by the flowers in 
the yard, the birds in the trees and 
the prayers for rain or for sunbeams 
at dawns and dusks. I list just a 
few of the special pleasures worth 
recalling before the summons of the 
shofar and the packing away of the 
t-shirts and shorts at Labor Day. 

At the cinema just up the hill, 
the fare is less distinguished than 
what comes to Cable Car or Avon; 
but I saw "M r. Popper's Penguins" 
and then I read the storybook! Jim 
Carrey does a great job in the flick, 
but Robert Lawson drew the pen
guins with warmth and humor on 
the pages of the slim paperback 
They were both grand versions! 

I also studied the illustrations 
Lawson had done for "Ben and 
Me," the autobiographical tale of 
the mouse who lived in Benjamin 
Franklin's fur hat and taught him 
everything he came up with - from 
inventions to ideas for a better 
world. Now, I have to declare that 
I not only met Robert Lawson (who 
also drew the pictures of Ferdinand 
the Bull) but I introduced him -
yes, I did - in 1950, when he spoke 
at Hope High School during my 
junior year! 

Somehow, I imbued those tales 
with my Jewish feeling for the little 
guy who thinks big. The cartoons in 
the "funny papers," the movies on 
the silver screen, the songs on the 
hit parade, they all seemed Jewish 
to me. So did the birds in their 
nests, hoping to survive and to sing. 

Our daughter brought her family 
for a midsummer week at a campsite 
near Jerusalem (Rhode Island!) and 
I brought those books with me to 
babysit their three baby girls so that 
they could stroll to the lighthouse 
or the deck of the Coast Guard 
House. Well, with Galilee around 
the corner, the area is, by a stretch, a 
bit like the Hula Valley in the Holy 
Land. 

If our son honors us by spend
ing a weekend on the bunk bed 
cha nous, we take in the big August 
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Summing up srmnnertime 
attractions once the sun goes down 
and the moon rises. The days get a 
bit shorter, and night falls. "Hor
rible Bosses" had a gross and 
embarrassing script, but I had to 
admit that I roared with laughter 
all the way through. "This thing is 
totally forgettable," noted my son 
Reuben, but the next day I went 
over all my favorite parts with him, 
and we relived the high spots. Jen
nifer Aniston as an abusive dental 
hygienist, (now, that was funny) and 
the film even poked some satiric 
holes in American workplaces. 

I took in "Captain America" all 
alone, and loved its graphic logos 
- all those iconic poster images 
from World War II, in gorgeous 
Technicolor; so stay for the cred
its, they're the best parts. It's very 
Jewish, the celebration of the hasidic 
magic that happens when a kid 
from Brooklyn soars with righ
teous indignation over the cruelties 
of the human condition. Only the 
gadgetry and the explosive boister
ousness spoiled the delights of this 
often poignant, gripping, and for 
my generation, moving reminder of 
the extreme patriotism of the World 
War II era. 

"Ju1y and August, 
Tammuz and Av, are 
a1so the months of 

my yahrzeits." 

Now, as for the pleasures of 
just doing nothing, I can mix my 
good bourbon with a splash of 
cold water and wait at twilight for 
the hummingbirds to visit my bee 
balm. Our next-door neighbor, the 
actual "fairy godmother" of the 
region, has thick thicket beds of the 
red blossoms that draw in the ruby
throated birds. But then, they drift 
over, along with the Monarch but
terflies, into our yard, where I too 
can lay claim to them. 

A charming pair of mourning 
doves poses at the birdbath; and the 
goldfinches, or wild canaries, have 
that wildfowl habit of liking their 
own color. They look superb as they 
alight on the yellow lilies, while 
I sip my simple cocktail and thor
oughly revel in the perfumes that 
waft, the spotlights from above, the 
sights and thoughts. 

lfl take off, by bike or in coupe
car, to hike the town beach, from 
towers to dunes, in the wee hours or 
late afternoon sunset times, I seek 
the piping plovers. For a few days 
and dusks, I worried that they were 
lost, gone, vanished into a vaporous 
void. They blend in so perfectly with 
the sands, shells and stones that 
they have to pipe up or peep, or run 
toward or away from you, or else 
you miss them. But by August, the 
wee flock reappears, and it makes 
my day! 

I see some regular allies on the 

beach, folks among the flora and 
fauna. I know some by name and 
others just by smile or gesture of 
greeting. Needless to say, I look 
over the cute babies, the variety 
of human shapes and forms, the 
marvelous bodies, the our-of-shape 
figures, the seniors and juniors in 
life, and the footprints in the sands 
of time, erased by the tides, or the 

tires of the machines that clean up 
as best they can after the human 
hordes. There are so many layers to a 
landscape, all day and all night, and 
for each mood. 

July and August, Tammuz and 
Av, are also the months of my yah
rzeits. My father passed away in a 
July, and my mother in an August. 
I light the candles and put the little 

glasses with the wax and wicks on 
the open porch, and they throb 
throughout the hours of memory. 
This time I happened to have a 
few boxes of sparklers left over from 
the Fourth of July (our national yah
rzeit), so I used sparklers in addi
tion to the candles and the fireflies 
outdoors, to bring back the spirits of 
the founders who made my life pos
sible here and elsewhere. I follow 
both the Hebrew moon-dates and 
the Roman sun-dates for these 
lighthouse festivals of my own. 

My summer is moving along 
swiftly, as I am spending the last 
fortnight in Rome itself, among my 
students, in the ancient ghetto along 
the Tiber. I find Jewish meaning in 
many things; I find Israel both in 
space and also in the sheer poetry of 
things close at hand. I recover my 
own boyhood - even though I wear 
a senior pass to the beach. 

Mike Fink is a professor of English 
at the Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mjink33@aol.com. 
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(Stone) Wallace. 
She was a resident of Edgehill 

Road in Providence for 40 years 
before moving to West Bay Manor 
in Warwick in 2000. A 1935 Hope 
High School graduate, she attended 

-Rhode Island School of Design. In 
1986, she retired from the Rhode 
Island Division of Taxation. 

A member of the Leisure Club 
and the Majestic Guild Club, she 
was a member of the grandpar
ent program at Cedar Hill Elemen
tary School in Warwick, when she 
resided at West Bay Manor. She 
also loved arts and crafts and trav
eling. 

She is survived by her children , 
Lena Deutsch and her husband 
Richard , of Warwick; and Elliott 
W. Goldberg and his wife Robin , 
of Providence. She leaves her 
grandsons, Paul H. Deutsch, of 
Lincoln and Jason H. Deutsch, 
of Warwick; and her great
grandchildren, Cameron, Ashlyn, 
Brayden, Lucas and Abigail. 

Jeffrey J. Greer, 54 
POVI DENCE - Jeffrey Greer, a 
resident of Providence for more 
than 20 years, died Aug. 10. He was 
the husband of Nancy Smith Greer. 
Born in Chicago, Ill., he was the son 
of Dr. David and Marion (Clarich) 
Greer, of Fall River, Mass. 

A graduate of Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, 
Ohio and Northeastern University 
School of Law in Boston, he held 
several legal positions within state 
government, including Chief of the 
Appellate Division of the Office of 
the Attorney General ; Associate 
Director and State Liquor Con
trol Hearing Officer, Department 
of Business Regulation ; Deputy 
Executive Counsel, Office of the 
Governor; and Hearing Officer, 
Administrative Adjudication Divi
sion, Department of Environmental 
Management. He was a member of 
the Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
Florida and Washington, D.C. bar 

associations. 
Along with his wife and parents, 

he is survived by his sister Linda 
Greer and her husband Michael 
Tilchin, his nephew Ross, his niece 
Carla; his mother-in-law Beatrice 
Smith and his brothers-in-law 
Cleveland Smith Jr. and Clifford 
Smith. 

Donations may be made to the 
Rhode Island 4-H Club Founda
tion, Inc. P.O. Box 1925, Kingston, 
Rl02881. 

Lucille A. (Weiner) 
Irving, 86 

PROVIDENCE - Lucille Irving died 
Aug. 8. She was the wife of the late 
Samuel Irving. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Albert and 
Esther (Rice) Weiner, she was a 
lifelong resident of the city. 

A graduate of Boston Univer
sity, she was a member of Temple 
Emanu-EI , and a life member of 
Hadassah. She was a generous sup
porter of various Jewish organiza
tions in Rhode Island. 

She is survived by her children , 
Philip Irving, Edmund Irving, Davida 
E. Irving, Richard M. Lieberman, 
Judith H. Phillips, Shelly I. Wolcott, 
Robert A . Lieberman and Polly A. 
Hagy; 16 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Charlotte Dick, 
Elsie Pressman and Harold Weiner. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Emanu-EI. 

Ilse Rothschild, 94 
BARRINGTON - Ilse Rothschild, of 
East Providence, and a former long
time resident of Barrington, died 
Aug. 15. She was the wife of the 
late Erich Rothschild and mother 
of the late Heddy A. Rothschild. 
Born in Hersfeld, Germany, she was 
a daughter of the late Edward and 
Hedwig (Katzenstein) Cohn. 

A Holocaust survivor, she was 
lively, socially engaged and one-of
a-kind. She practiced what Martin 
Buber taught, "All real living is 
meeting." 

She is survived by her son 
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Edwin S. Rothschild and his wife 
Susy; her grandchildren, Andrew 
S. Rothschild and his wife Sarah, 
and Elizabeth S. Rothschild; and 
her newborn great-granddaughter 
Cameron Elizabeth Rothschild. 

Donations may be made to Amos 
House in Providence or Second 
Story Theatre in Warren. 

Leslie Weisman, 64 
PROVIDENCE - Leslie Weisman, 
of Providence, died Aug. 13. He was 
the husband of Elaine (Palermo) 
Weisman. Born in Providence, a 
son of the late Maurice and Norma 
(Teller) Weisman, he was a lifelong 
resident of Rhode Island and a 
graduate of Roger Will iams College. 

He was the owner of Weisman 
Roofing Co., which was founded 
by his father in 1935. He was a 
member of Temple Beth- El and the 
Doric Temple Lodge of the Masons. 

In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his daughter Toni 
Ann Weisman and his grandson 
Giancarlo, both of Cranston, and 
his daughters, Andrea Weisman, 
of Virginia and Meredith Weisman 
Amaral, of Arizona. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Weisman Fund, c/o Camp 
JORI, PO Box 5299, Wakefield , RI 
02879. 

W. Irving Wolf, 96 
PROVIDENCE - Irving Wolf, of 
Providence, died Aug. 6. Born in 
Far Rockaway, Queens, N.Y., and 

~----- raised in nearby 
Wo odmere, 
Long Island, 
he was the son 
of the late W. 
Irving Wolf Sr. 
and Fay Miller 
Wolf and the 
husband of 

'----...L.I-'--' the late Ruth 
Harris Wolf. He 

and his wife had a dynamic mar
riage and partnership of 68 years 
that embraced the Wolf family and 
many friends around the world. 

He was the father of Scott Wolf 
and his wife Joyce Krabach , of 
Providence ; and the late David 
Harris Wolf and his widow Doro
thy Wolf, of Port Chester, N.Y. He is 

OBITUARIES 
also survived by his grandchildren, 
Jamie Wolf and his wife Kimberly, 
of Greenville; Scott Gurfein and 
his wife Alison, of New York City, 
N.Y.; Heather Gurfein, of New York 
City; and his great-grandchildren, 
Morgan and Dylan Wolf, Kyle 
Botelho and Skye Love Gurfein, and 
many nephews and nieces. He was 
predeceased by his brothers, W. 
Stephen Wolf and Herman Wolf. 

The polio he contracted as a 
teenager and the Depression com
plicated his college ambitions. After 
briefly attending Lehigh University, 
he later took Columbia, New York 
and Brown universities. When he 
volunteered for the Army in the 
early stages of World War II, his 
polio restricted him to stateside 
duty in Atlanta, Ga. 

Forging an outstanding business 
and community service career in 
Rhode Island, he was a consum
mate builder and effective, yet 
self-effacing leader. As the vice 
president and general manager of 
Trifari Jewelry, a leading national 
costume jewelry manufacturer, he 
oversaw the construction of a state
of-the-art manufacturing plant in 
East Providence in the mid-1960s. 

Later in his 41-year career with 
Trifari, he helped raise money to 
establish a medical school at Brown 
University, for which he was hon
ored in 1982 by Brown. Holding 
leadership positions in the jewelry 
industry, he served as president of 
the Manufacturing Jewelers and 
Silversmiths of America, and as 
Trifari's president, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer. 

He served on the board of The 
Miriam Hospital, as president of 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island and helped found and build 
Highridge Swim and Tennis Club in 
Lincoln. 

For many years he was an avid 
snow and water skier, golfer, tennis 
player, world traveler, reader and 
fan of classical music. He possessed 
an impish wit, a keen analytical 
mind, and a strong commitment to 
fairness, integrity and openness. 

Contributions may be made to 
the Wolf Fund at Jewish Family 
Service, 959 North Main St. , Provi
dence, RI 02904; The Miriam Hos-

pita!, 164 Summit Ave., Providence 
RI 02906; or the Ruth and Irving 
Wolf Family Fund c/o the Rhode 
Island Foundation, One Union Sta
tion , Providence, RI 02903. 

Carol Elaine (Cooperman) 
Zuckerman, 65 

PAWTUCKET - Carol Zuckerman, 
~------ of Pawtucket, 

died Aug. 3 
after battling 
cancer. Born in 
Providence, she 
was the daugh
ter of the late 
Louis and Mar
cella Cooper
man. 

She leaves 
her husband 

Louis; her son Adam, daughter 
Sheryl and her son-in-law James, 
all of Pawtucket; her five grandchil
dren, Crystal, Kaitlyn, Mackenzie, 
Shan ia and Zachary; and her great
grandchild Jacob. She was the sister 
of Gerald Cooperman of Marston 
Mills, Mass. 

An involved parent to her two 
children during their childhood, she 
was a Boy Scout den mother for her 
son's pack and a supporter of her 
daughter's involvement in the Just 
Say No clubs of the 1980s. 

She was a partner with her hus
band in his snack food business, 
Eagle Food Products. Weekends 
were spent with the " family" which 
often consisted of extended family 
and friends. Her door was always 
open to anyone who needed a place 
to rest. She was always a gracious 
hostess to those residing in and vis
iting her home. She loved yard sales 
and flea markets, always stopping 
to find a "treasure" or two. 

She helped raise her grandchil
dren and great-grandchild and 
shared her life with her husband for 
42 years. 

A memorial service will be held 
on Sunday, August 28 at noon with 
a reception and observance of shiva 
to follow at the home of her daugh
ter at 71 Pine Grove St., Pawtucket. 
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Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 
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for the camp's second session -
July 23 through Aug. 18. 

Bow DID T HIS COME TO PASS? 

The idea to have Jewish coun
selors from Poland at JORI was 
the brainchild of Ronni Gurtin, 
JORI's director. As The Jewish 
Voice & H erald has reported in 
earlier stories, Guttin was part 
of a delegation of g reater Rhode 
Island Jewish community leaders 
who visited Warsaw last ovem
ber. 

Unlike many children who 
attend Camp JORI, young Jews 
in Poland are just beginning to 
discover their Jewish identities, 
thanks, in part, to Limud Keshet 
Polska ("Limud"). Limud offers 
an annual opportunity for Jewish 
individuals in Poland - many of 
whom have only recently discov
ered their Jewish roots, and are 
hungry for Jewish connection and 
community - to participate in a 
wide array of educational and cul
tural opportunities in one place. 
The Joint Distribution Commit
tee (the JDC) sponsors Limud, a 
program which has received fund
ing from the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance). 

TH E P OLISH EXPERI ENCE 

JORI, the young women 
explained in an interview with 
this paper, "is totally differ
ent than Atid." (Atid, a summer 
camp in Poland for Jewish chil
dren, also receives funding from 
the Alliance.) 

"Unless they live in a big 
city, the only Jewish experience 
Jewish kids will have in Poland 
is the Jewish camp," said Tenen
baum. At Atid, which means 
"future" in H ebrew, there's much 
more of a focus on Jewish educa
tion than on sports and games, 
they explained. The camp, which 
leases space and has no "perma
nent home," offers children ages 
5 to 18 a two-weekJewish educa
tional experience. 

"The aim [of Camp Atidj is 
to connect Jews. In Poland, we 
don't have anything to connect to 
Jewish society [except L imud and 
Atidj," said Tenenbaum. 

Both Tenenbaum and Kubala, 
who have worked for several 
years as counselors at Camp Atid, 
discovered their own Judaism as 
young girls. 

"When I was 13, I put my 
name in Google, and found a 
family tree with names that are 
Jewish," said Kubala. "I asked 
my mother about it and she said, 
'Yes, you are Jewish, didn't you 
know that>'" 

Asked how they could teach 
campers about Judai sm - some
thing so new to them - Kubala 
said, "If you want to discover 
something, you have to look for 
it." 

As a young gi rl , Tenenbaum 
observed a menorah, a Jewish 
calendar and other Jewish arti
facts in her grandparents' apart-

ment. "I didn't know that [these 
things) were different from 
Polish culture; no one covered it 
with me." When she was 10, her 
parents asked her if she wanted 
to go to Jewish camp. "Yes," she 
sa id , although she was stunned to 

discover that her gentile friends 
couldn't accompany her to camp. 

LI FE AT JORI 

"lf you are looking 
for a Polish Jew, 

just ask two other 
Polish Jews. They 

will know; the 
Jewish community 

is so small." 

She wasn't the only person 
stunned; some JORI campers 
have been shocked to learn that 
there are Jews in Poland, the 
young women said. 

Counselors of girls who are 
12 and 13 at JORI, they find the 
American campers more sophis
ticated than their Polish counter
parts. Yet, said Kubala, "the girls 
just really like talking to each 
other. At candy call, the kids all 
talk to each other, not just to the 
kids in their own cabins." 

While the food choices are 
somewhat unfamiliar, Tenen
baum said, "It's good for camp 
food. We're eating a lot of gra
nola at breakfast and vegetables 
at lunch and dinner." 

After the late afternoon inter
view, the young women left to 
put fini sh ing touches on the 
Jewish identity program they 
were running that evening for 
JORI campers. It was designed, 

they said, to teach them that 
Jews throughout the world have 
a lot in common and, at the same 
time, contribute different things 
from different cultures. 

Although neither young 
woman believes she will be able to 
return to JORI as a counselor next 
summer, both heartily endorsed 
the concept for other Atid coun
selors. Asked what advice they'd 

future 
counselors from Poland, 
Kubala jokingly said , "Bring 
more sneakers and fewer !-shirts." 

Sdfev 
BLOCKISLAN 

"You must enjoy sports to 
come," said Tenenbaum; Atid, 
unlike JORI, has few, if any, 
sports components. 

Guttin is eager to have coun
selors from Poland work next 
summer at JORI - and ideally, 
send JORI counselors to the 
two-week Camp Atid. In the best 
of all worlds, she sa id , the Polish 
cou nselors would come at the 
beginning of JORI, so that they 
cou ld participate in the all-staff 
pre-camp orientation and get 
acclimated more easily. 

Despite many differences, the 
Jewish communities of Poland 
and greater Rhode Island share 
one common element: They're 
both small and close-knit. "It 
may sound weird , but if you are 
looking for a Poli sh Jew, just 
ask two other Polish Jews," said 
Tenenbaum. "They will know; 
the Jewish community is so 
small." 

Camp JORI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
R hode Island. 

For more information about 
Camp JORI, visit www.camp

jori.com or email 
camp -

j or i@ 

gmail.com. 

GET THERE FAST on our HIGH-SPEED FERRY 
ONLY 30 MINUTES TO BLOCK ISLAND 

Departs daily from PT. JUDITH 
TRADITIONAL FERRY FROM NEWPORT 

TOLL FR EE (866) 783-7996 
~- . -~-

lo~lislanBfer. .com 
wwwjvhri.org 
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Birth 
'DON and CHERYL BERGER of Lakewood Ranch, Fla.,and pre

viously of Rhode Island, announce the birth of their granddaughter, 
Fiona Caitlin Berger, on M ay 18. Fiona, the daughter of Adam and 

Christina Berger of Wisconsin, has nvin sisters, Emma and Ainsley. 
H er paternal great-grandparents are Estelle (Rubin) C hurnick of War

wick, and the late George "Yussi" C hurnick, and D avid and Cele Berger, 
late of East Providence. Her maternal grandparents are Patricia and Michael 
Wilson of Pewaukee, Wis. 

ETTA GOLDIE PALLEY 

Birth J1LIE and JOSH PALLEY of Philadelphia, Pa. announce the birth of 
their daughter, Etta Goldie, on April 5. Her grandparents are Richard 
nd Meryl Berstein of Narragansett, Robin Palley of Philadelphia, and 
ert Palley ofEo!:!_D efiance, Ariz.; great-grandparents Pearl Lichten 

of Highland Beach, Fla., Reese and M arilyn Palley of Philadephia, Belia 
Alexander of Albuquerque, N . M., and Seymour Weinstein of Lake 
Worth, Fla. and D orothy Berstein of Narragansett. 

EVAN KERZER 

Air Force Honors eVAN KERZER graduated from Air Force basic training as an E3 
at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas, on June 17. H e 
completed an intensive program that included training in military 

discipline and studies, Air Force core values, physical fitness and basic warfare 
principles and skills. Evan earned physical fitness and academic honors. 

H e is the son of M arty Kerzer of Providence and Ellen Kerzer. 

SIMCHAS 

• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps• Roof Top Systems• 

eeping vou comtonable since 1934! 

VISA ·-· · 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

DISC VER A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

~ Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
presents 

... 

Sunday, August 21 @ 7:30pm 
Sessions Street Park 

(behind the JCC) 
The Muppets Take Manhattan 

Pack a picnic, 
grab your lawn chairs 

and join us for this FREE 
outdoor family-friendly film 

under the stars! 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

401 Elmf1o,f• A- I l'ftwidlnce, Rt029061401 .421 .41111www.shalomri.o,g Together, we are stronger. 
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