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Savit 
discloses 
plans for 
near- and 
long-term 

New CEO, an 
experiential learner, 

is charged up 
BY NANCY K1nsc 11 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Jeffrey K. 
Savit's enthusiasm for his new 
position as chief executive officer/ 
president of The Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance) is palpable, even in a phone 
(but not Skyped) interview. 

In a recent wide-ranging dis
cussion with The Jewish Voice & 
Herald, Savit talked about his 
plans for the Alliance, his family 
background and his Jewish values. 

He was asked, "Fast forward 
two years and what will be the 
situation? What will the Alliance 
look like two yea rs from today?" 

Savit, who offi cially assumes his 
position on Tuesday, July 5, said, 
"I want to increase our [Annual 
Community) Campaign by one
third. I want to get it back up to 
more than $4 million. That's my 
first priority." 

JEFFREY K. SAVIT 

With a more robust Commu
nity Campaign, we can then allo
cate more to organizations and 
vulnerable populations, both here 
and overseas. "That would be my 
great pride and joy." 

Another goal, he said, is to have 
fully completed the integration of 
all operations [of the former Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, the 
Bureau of Jewish Education and 
the Jewish Community Center]. 
"I want one operation and I want 
people to be forward looking, and 
not caught up with the problems 
of the past. I want people to be 
able to say, 'We got through our 
infancy [of creating the Alliance) 
in really terrific shape."' 

And yet another goal, said Savit, 
is breaking down si los and bar
riers, and offering Alliance pro
grams and services across greater 
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Meet Australia's 
Aboriginal Jew 

Physician, also 
president of Orthodox 

shul, awarded the 
Order of Australia 

BY DAN GOLDBERG 

SYDNEY, Australia 
OTA) - Lisa Jack
son Pulver is not 
your average 
Australian Jew. 

Yes, she is one 
of this country's 

110,000 or so Members of the 
Tribe, but she is also a member of 
another tribe: an Aboriginal clan 
called the Wiradjuri. 

Jackson Pulver says she's not the 
only Aboriginal Jew in Australia. 

"The first Jew came here on the 
First Fleet in 1788, and since then 
Jews have been marrying Aborigi
nes because white women wouldn't 
marry them," Jackson Pulver 
said. "There's a big mob of black 
Cohens out there, and they've 
got Jewish ancestry." 

But Jackson Pulver has a few 
other distinctions not shared by 
other "black Cohens." 
The first Aboriginal Australian 
to receive a doctorate in medi-

cine from the University of 
Sydney, Jackson Pulver is 
now the director of the 
Muru Marri Indigenous 
Health Unit at the Uni
versity of New South 
W ales in Sydney. 
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Mayyini 
Hayyim 

embraces the 
21st century 
Mikveh welcomes 

women and men in 
all stages of life 

B, 1 \\C\ Krnsc11 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

NEWTON, Mass. - The 
Mayyim Hayyim Living Waters 
Community Mikveh and Paula 
Brody & Family Education 
Center (Mayyim H ayyim), is not 
your grandparents' mikveh. 

After five women, including 
Paula Brody, director of outreach 
for a Reform Jewish organiza
tion in Boston, and author Anita 
Diamant, spent years of intensive 
planning, fundraising and build
ing, the mikveh opened its doors 
in May 2004. 

Each foundrr's motivation for 
the mikveh was different, said 
Aliza Kline, M ayyim Hayyim's 
executive director. When Dia-

/Nancy Kirsc h 

ALIZA KLIN E, M ayyim Hayyim's executive director 

mant's husband converted to 
Judaism when they married, she 
accompanied him to the mikveh, 
which she found lacked warmth. 
And Brody, said Kline, wanted 

a welcoming place for interfaith 
families-a place to feel like home. 
And Mayyim Hayyim (the 
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/ Brian Sullivan 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL'S "JCDSRI Pre-K through 5-Alarm Chili Champs" team won the 
title of "Best Kosher Chil i." Cecely Chambers, back row, from left, Steven Stein, Deb Blazer, Jeff M ilburn; 

front row, from left, Ellie Chambers, Esme Ginsburg, Baya Ginsburg, Abby Tyrrell and Will Chambers. 

Bringin' on the heat 
Community eats up Rhode Island s Kosher Chili Cook-Off 

BY BHI AN S ULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Mild, medium 
or hot; there was something to 
satisfy everyone's taste buds. On 
Sunday,June 5, at the Jewish Com-

munity Center, 15 teams competed 
for the title of "Best Kosher Chili" 
at the Second Annual Rhode 
Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off -
attracting a crowd of more than 
800 people. Last year, a total of 20 
teams competed. 

The variety of tastes and aromas 
coming from underneath the white 
tents that lined the JCC parking 
lot was a feast for the senses. Chili 
Cook-Off teams impressed with a 

COOK-OFF, Page 16 
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There's much to 
appreciate during 

Birthright trip 

Witnessing Israel 

B Y L AUHEN SILVERMAN 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

KINGSTON - It was only our 
fourth day in Israel when we made 
the trip from our hotel in Tiberias 
to Jerusalem. After driving th rough 
the W est Bank for hou rs, we 
entered a tunnel and our tour guide, 
Jeremy, called the bus to alert. "I 
want you all to take out your head 
phones, turn your iPods off and 
stop talking. Now we're going to 
count down from 10 ... " 

Like everyone else on the bus, l 
counted down, not knowing why. I 
knew it was going to be a pretty big 
deal; after all , we only count down 
for occasions like New Year's Eve 
and other milestone events. 

Finally, we were down to our 
final moments and there (literally) 
was a light at the end of the tunnel. 
A s we emerged from the tunnel, I 
saw one of the most beautiful sights 
I had seen. 

"To the left you can see the beau

tiful city of Jerusalem," Jeremy said 
with his English accent. 

In that moment, I had truly 
arrived. I was in Israel. 

Our Birthright trip to Israel 
included so many different aspects 
that the trip is difficult to describe. 
Some parts, like our five-day stay 
in Jerusalem, connected me spiri
tually. I was connected not only to 
the country, but I reconnected with 
myself in ways that I hadn't since 
my days in H ebrew school. I was 

able to go to places I had only read 
or heard about - whether through a 
book or an anecdote - and to expe
rience them through my perspec-
tive. 

I had the opportunity to fill a 
crack in the Western Wall. I wan
dered the old city that our ances
tors fought to preserve. I went to 
Yad Vashem, Holocaust M emo
rial Museum, the first time l had 
ever visited a H olocaust museum. 
These were all awe-inspiring to 
me because they were things that l 
was finally able to do after hearing 
about them for so long. 

Jerusalem was not the only place 
of which I have prominent memo
ries. ] floated in the D ead Sea. I (tri
umphantly) climbed and descended 
Mount Masada - with bruises to 
take home as a badge of honor. I 
had real falafel and shwarma and 
ate some of the best, freshest pro
duce I've ever tasted in my life. I 
experienced Bedouin hospitality 
and had the largest slumber party 
imaginable. I also rode a camel! 

Some other parts of the trip 
helped me make connections to the 
political aspect of Israel. An inter
national relations minor, I have 
learned about the conflict with 
Israel and its neighboring countries 
many times. The number of issues 
Israel faces is mind-boggling, and it 
was interesting to get a glimpse of 
those issues during the 10-day trip. 
From seeing the security benefits of 
maintaining control over the Golan 
H eights to the water control on the 
toilets (due to Israel 's water short
ages), I saw an Israeli reality that is 
impossible to grasp from the news. 

I was also astonished and inspired 

Live in elegant surroundings , enriched with a 
distinctive cultural ambiance. An unparalleled level 
of service and amenities, and the support you need 
for your safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit , call Dianne : 
401-732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org 

/ URI Hi llel 

URI HILLEL STUDENTS AT SDE BOKER IN ISRAEL - Jacob Harris, rear, left, Josh Sideman and Jen 
W id isky; and Joie Schwartz, front, left, Lauren Silverman, Rachel Ludwig, Dan Rosenberg, Briana 

Lotrionte, Jay A xelrod, Madeline Gies and Steve Silverman, crouching. 

by the nationalism that Israelis 
demonstrate, despite their man
datory military service. When we 
asked one of the soldiers on our trip 
whether he would enlist ifit weren't 
mandatory, he responded with an 
enthusiastic 'yes'. This is an attitude 
that l doubt most Americans would 
adopt. I was also surprised by how 
safe I felt in what the news media 
portray as one of the world 's most 
dangerous countries. 

My journey was unforgettable. 
We were told that we should leave 
the trip as "witnesses," not as "tour
ists." Although I may have the pic
tures and souvenirs to qualify me as 
a tourist, I also have the personal 

TAMARISK 
Ai.Sl:5,TIO L V11\1Ci 'R.ES·10EHC£ 

3 Shalom Drive, Warwick, RI 02886 

Where life is Celebrated "" 

connections and the stories behind 
the sites to qualify me as a witness 
to some of the most monumental 
moments in Jewish history. The salt 
shakers on my kitchen table remind 
me of my trip, but my feelings as 
we entered the city of Jerusalem for 
the fi rst time will remain with me 
forever as a landmark on my Jewish 

journey. 

Ten students from URI H illel and 
about 30 students from San Francisco 
area H illel were on the B irthright 
Israel trip from May 23 to June 3. 

A resident ef M arlboro, NJ, 
L auren Silverman is a senior at URI 
majoring in public relations. Contact 
her at lsilverman17@gmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Foundation for 

Rhode Island Day Schools 

presents a benefit screening of 

Jewish Alliance 
Of GltU,TER ltt+OO( 1Sl AIOID 

Sunday morning 
July 17, 2011 

Providence Place Mall 

More details coming soon! 

In the epic finale, the baule 
between the good and evil farces 
af the wizarding world escalates 
into an all-out war. The stakes 
have never been higher and no 

one is safe. But it is Harry Poller 
who may be called upon to make 

the ultimate sacrifice as he 
draws closer to the climactic 

showdown with Lard Voldemort. 

It all ends here. 

Proceeds to benefit the scholarship funds 
of Rhode Island's Jewish Day Schools 

Togethet wear~ •trongec. 

www.shalomri .org 

For more infonnat.ion conlacl Larry Katz at 
401.421.411 I ext. 179 or lkalz@shalomri.org 
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What's next for Jewish institutional crises? 
Most fews have 

become outsiders to 
Jewish communal 

organizations 

BY J OHN T. LANDRY 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - With all the 
recent news about budget cuts 
and restructuring, it's easy to get 
concerned about the future of the 
Jewish community. But Rabbi 
Kerry Olitzky is one national 
leader who sees a way out of the 
crisis. 

Olitzky, who directs the Jewish 
Outreach Institute in New York, 
came to Rhode Island on June 2 to 
talk to current and. future leaders 
of several local organizations and 
agencies. The Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance) invited him as part of its 
spring 2011 series on institutional 
development. 

Seeing a strong future for Juda
ism in the United States, Olitzky 
has been impressed by the energy 
and creativity of Jewish groups all 
around the country. There's also 
plenty of potential philanthropic 
money, he said. 

The problem, he said, is not 
with Judaism itself but with its 
institutions, most of which devel
oped under very different condi
tions in the middle of the 20th 
century. Back then people joined 

Broad religious 
exemptions are 

essential 
Bv ALEx WEISLER 

NEW YORK QTA) - When it 
comes to passing a gay marriage 
bill in New York State, even many 
supporters acknowledge that wide
reaching religious exemptions are 
crucial. 

After all, this is the state with 
the nation's second-largest number 
of Catholics and largest number 
of Orthodox Jews, and many sat 
including exemptions is a legiti
mate way to address concerns of the 
religiously observant. 

"I'm keeping my fingers crossed 
that if we're going to recognize 
same-sex marriage, we do it in 
a way that is nuanced," Robin 
Fretwell Wilson, a law professor at 
Washington and Lee University in 
Virginia, told JT A. 

Though robust protection of reli
gious liberties already exists in both 
New York and federal law, Wilson 
said she understands why religious 
groups are pushing to reiterate and 
strengthen these guarantees. 

"You don't want to put them 
through a test of violating their 
conviction or violating their law," 
she said. 

Exemptions could protect non-

institutions because they had little 
choice. Now, not only are Jews free 
to join almost any kind of group, 
he explained, but secular society 
offers a dazzling variety of ways to 
meet people and fulfill all sorts of 
needs. 

As a result, Jewish institutions 
have to compete with the larger 
society for members and dona
tions. They retain a core of loyal 
supporters and participants, but 
more and more people have little 
if any involvement in Jewish pro
grams and activities. That goes 
not just for synagogues. Jewish 
community centers, once seen as 
an alternative to synagogues, now 
draw nearly all of their mem
bership from people . already in 
congregations. "Most Jews," he 
pointed out, "have become outsid
ers to Jewish institutions." 

To survive, said Olitzky, insti
tutions need to move away from 
building and serving their mem
bership. That won't attract out
siders who can get these services 
elsewhere. Instead, they must 
orient themselves around a larger 
mission. 

The American Jewish World 
Service, for example, doesn't care 
about serving Jews. Neither a glo
rified dating service nor a social 
club, it isn't worried about Jewish 
continuity. It's all about helping 
the poorest people in the world 
improve their situation. But it's 
drawn scores of outsiders and 
convinced them to put enormous 
effort into the commandment for 

t:udakah, or social justice. Com
munity is a nice side effect, not the 
goal. 

Similarly, Chabad doesn't care 
about community or membership; 
all it wants is for Jews to follow 
mitzvot. That mission has inspired 
thousands of young people to build 
a presence in cities around the 
world, from Shanghai to Provi
dence. They're open to anyone, 
regardless of level of observance 
and education. You can get help 
with anything from a Shabbat 
dinner to a bar mirzvah, with no 
obligation. Despite a fairly strict 
approach to many mitzvot, they 
attract a surprising number of 
outsiders turned off by the insti-

"Most Jews have 
become outsiders to 
Jewish institutions." 

tutional pressures of synagogues. 
That includes a growing number of 
"two-days-a year" Jews who - up 
to now - have kept" many syna
gogues financially solvent. 

Besides a mission, Olirzky 
insisted, institutions need to 
become decentralized. In line with 
the larger American society, peo
ple's passions have become highly 
divergent. Orthodoxy is attract
ing new interest at the same time 
that outright atheism is increas
ing. To accommodate all these 

RABBI KERRY OLITZKY 

trends, local Jewish communities 
will have to move from a coherent, 
coordinated body to a loosely net
worked "Big Tent." 

What does this mean for the 
Alliance and other federations? 
They need to give up on being the 
"conveners" and central supporters 
oflocal activities. Instead, they can 
reposition themselves as catalysts, 
offering advice, training and per
haps seed money to focused orga
nizations that will survive on their 
own. Philanthropists and donors 
generally have less and less inter
est in giving to umbrella organi
zations. They'd rather give money 
directly to an organization whose 
mission is closely aligned with 
their own interest. 

Otherwise, he warned, they will 
meet the fate of federations whose 

New York's gay marriage debate 
profit organizations, businesses and 
individuals from being forced to 
acknowledge same-sex marriages 
- so, for instance, a kosher cater
ing business could refuse to provide 
services for a same-sex wedding. 

But some same-sex marriage 
supporters argue that specifically 
including exemptions in the bill 
isn't necessary because existing law 
already makes allowances for reli
gious freedom. 

"You can't let 
_religious beliefs 

affect commercial 
decisions." 

Ultimately, New York's experi
ence may serve as a lesson for other 
states seeking to legalize same-sex 
marriage through state legislatures, 
as opposed to the court mandates in 
states like Iowa. 

The question now is whether 
the focus on religious exemptions 
derails the bill or whether it allows 
the bill to overcome religious 
objections. Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
strongly supports same-sex mar
riage, and he reportedly is just shy 
of the votes he needs in Albany. 

The debate over exemptions has 
centered on private individuals, like 

bakers or photographers, and busi
nesses like banquet halls. In other 
states, businesses or individuals 
refusing to work at same-sex wed
dings were sued or lost tax-exempt 
status, opponents of gay marriage 
say. 

Jennifer Pizer, a law professor 
at University of California, Los 
Angeles and a sexual orientation 
and discrimination expert, says 
that's par for the course in America: 
You can't let religious beliefs affect 
commercial decisions. 

"People are free to hold these 
views - those views [ are J pro
tected." But, she said, "the current 
legal system does not permit people 
engaged in business to discriminate 
based on the proprietors' own reli
gious views." 

On the other side, Marc Stern, 
the associate general counsel for 
legal advocacy at the American 
Jewish Committee, which has 
not taken an official stance on the 
same-sex marriage bill, said the 
fight for equality does not trump 
the right to free exercise of religion. 

While some religious groups, 
including the Orthodox Union, 
Agudath Israel of America, the 
Catholic League and others have 
lobbied against New York's same
sex marriage bill, Stern says their 
time would have been better spent 
pushing for more robust religious 

wwwjvhri.org 

protections across the board. 
"I think they've made a major 

tactical blunder. The handwriting 
was on the wall on gay rights," he 
said, suggesting that the legaliza
tion of same-sex marriage is inevi
table. "Give up that fight and fight 
for a broad religious exemption." 

Strictly religious Jews, however, 
feel they have an obligation to fight 
against a bill that would "promote 
the notion that all intimate rela
tionships are equally acceptable," 
said Avi Shafran, director of public 
affairs at the haredi Orthodox 
Agudath Israel of America. 

"The Jewish religious tradition is 
emphatic and unambiguous about 
the wrongness of same-sex rela
tionships," Shafran said. "Religious 
organizations cannot impose their 
will on society, but neither can they 
- at least Orthodox Jewish ones -
shirk their duty to proclaim what is 
proper and what is not." 

Jay Michaelson, founder of a 
gay Jewish spiritual group called 
Nehirim and author of "God vs. 
Gay? The Religious Case for Equal
ity," says the Jewish imperative is to 
fight the demands of religious lob
byists, not to fight gay marriage. 

"As American Jews, I don't think 
we want to have the churches call
ing the shots on what our civil 
policy should be," Michaelson said. 
"Protecting one minority protects 

donations have dropped so far that 
they are slipping into irrelevancy. 
Even many synagogues will need 
to restructure themselves as loose 
collections of havurot - volunteer
driven constituencies or fellowship 
groups, a return to how Jews orga
nized themselves before the 20th 
century. 

Olitzky's one-hour talk was nec
essarily short on specific practical 
advice. As the fourth and culmi
nating speaker for the Alliance's 
Leadership Institute, his aim was 
to inspire leaders from throughout 
the local community to work on 
specific projects for change. 

Other speakers were Profes
sor Bethamie H orowitz of New 
York University, who described 
how Jewish institutions have 
changed in the past; demographer 
Lawrence Kotler-Berkowitz of 
the Jewish Federations of North 
America (and a Providence resi
dent), who described how Jewish 
involvement has changed nation
ally and locally; and Rabbi Sidney 
Schwarz of the Jewish Center for 
Leadership and Learning, who 
explored how to overcome the 
negative associations that many 
people have with Judaism. 

j ohn T. Landry, a member of the 
editorial board of7he Jewish Voice & 
Herald, participated in the Leader
ship Institute representing the Jewish 
Community D ay School, where he is 
a trustee. Contact him at jtlandry@ 
verizon.net. 

all." 
Some Jewish organizations cite 

civil rights as the basis for their sup
port of the marriage legislation. 

"The Reform movement cer
tainly believes that all people were 
created in the image of God," said 
Honey Heller, a co-chairwoman of 
the Reform Jewish Voice of New 
York State, part of the Reform 
movement's social justice arm. 
"That's why I get a little concerned 
about religious exemptions." 

Michaelson criticized the silence 
of large Jewish organizations, 
saying they shouldn't leave Jewish 
gay groups to battle it out alone 
with Orthodox groups like Agu
dath Israel. 

With the debate in Albany 
focused not on the morality of gay 
marriage but on the practicalities 
of a bill, ideological opponents of 
same-sex marriage say guarantee
ing religious exemptions is better 
than nothing. 

"We would prefer that it not 
pass," said Howie Beigelman, 
deputy director of public policy 
for the Orthodox Union. "But if 
it has the exemptions in it that are 
robust and that do protect every
one, I wouldn't call it a win, but I 
would call it the best we could have 
gotten." 
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U.S. involvement in peace process is essential 
CRC, ]-Street bring 

former Knesset Member 
to Rhode Island 

Bv J ONATHAN STANZLER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IN AN EVENING of discussion about 
the peace process between Israel and the 
Palestinians, Colette Avita!, a former 
ambassador and deputy speaker of the 

Knesset, addressed more than 200 members of 
the Jewish community on Tuesday, June 14. A 
smaller group met with Avita! for dinner before 
the speech; both events were held at the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance). 

A diplomat and politician with many years of 
experience, Ambassador Avita!, who speaks six 
languages, served as Israel 's consul in Boston 
in the 1970s, Israel's ambassador to Portugal 
in the late 1980s and consul general in New 
York in the 1990s. A former international 
secretary of the Israeli Labor Party, she is now 
director general of the education center of the 
Katznelson Foundation, residing in Jerusalem. 

"No one in lsrael will 
negotiate with Hamas; 
they will not be part 

of any talks." 

Avital's discussion, sponsored by the Com
munity Relations Council of the Alliance and 
the Rhode Island chapter of )-Street, focused 
on how achieving peace will assure Israel 's sur
vival as a Jewish state. Without a two-state solu
tion, she emphasized, Israel will be a "pariah 
state" that faces a choice between a future as 
a "bi-national state" or one characterized by 
accusations of practicing South African-style 
apartheid. 

Rabbi James Rosenberg, a member of 
]-Street's Rhode Island chapter and rabbi emer
itus at Temple H abonim, introduced Avita! and 
moderated the question-and-answer session 
that followed her speech. 

In the pre-event dinner with 20 Jewish 
community leaders, Avita! predicted that the 

/Nancy Kirsch 

DOROTHY (DOTTIE) LICHT, PEARL NATHAN and AMBASSADOR COLETTE AVITAL 
at the Alliance Social Hall on Tuesday, June 14. 

"Zionist enterprise will be over," unless Israel 
sits down and talks with the Palestinians. "Not 
much time is left" to prevent the passage of a 
United Nations resolution unilaterally recog
nizing a Palestinian state. American involve
ment is essential, as the United States is "the 
only power that ca n put a peace plan forward." 
President Barack Obama, unlike his predeces
sor, is respected and in a position to exert influ
ence. 

At that dinner, she told The Voice & Herald 
that she does not work for J-Street; the J-Stree 
t staffer confirmed that J-Street paid for Avi
tal's expenses associated with her New England 
speaking tour. This was one of several speaking 
engagements J-Street had arranged for Avita!. 

Referring to the remarkable events of the 
Arab Spring, Avita! called them "times of 
change." Young people in Egypt, Tunisia, 
Libya and now Syria are "taking to the streets;" 
they want jobs and prosperity, not ideology. 
While some people fear the influence of such 

groups as the Muslim Brotherhood, she noted 
that democracy "takes a long time" to develop, 
citing France as a nation that needed more than 
a century to develop democratic institutions 
after its revolution in 1789. 

Many Palestinians want more freedom, she 
said, and while many Israeli and American 

ZIONIST, Page 13 

Corrections 
In Josh Stein's June 10 column, the last 

line, • ... ending brit-tallit mi/ah ... . • should 
have read · . .. ending brit mi/ah .. . • 
In the June 10 story by Dietrich 

Rueschemeyer, "Christophe Guilhoi 
speaks to Jewish community," Guilhou's 
name was incorrectly spelled. 
The Voice & Herald regrets the errors. 
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OPINION 
FROM THE 

ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Anticipating 
my trip to 

Spain 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

DESPITE POSSESSING high 
energy and self-motivation, 
along with a remarkably strong 
work ethic, I have not succeeded 

at "being my own boss." During my ven
tures into self-employment, first as a baker 
(while I was working full-time in a profes
sional capacity and attending law school at 
night!) and later as a public relations/com
munications consultant, I discovered I liked 
the camraderie and structure that an office 
environment may offer. Depending on the 
day of the week, when I had my own busi
ness, I was either overwhelmed with how 
much work I had with an unbelievably tight 
timeline or frustrated by the lack of busi
ness! Feast or famine, as the expression goes. 

We are grateful that so many women took 
time to talk with The Jewish Voice &Herald 
about their experiences. The women entre
preneurs we feature in this issue and on the 
Web (the demand was so strong that space 
constraints dictated putting some of their 
stories exclusively on our Web site, www. 
jvhri.org), must, by necessity, be their own 
bosses. They are an eclectic and dynamic 
group of women offering myriad goods and 
services. 

But just as these women struggle to bal
ance their professional and personal lives, 
I , too, often find myself juggling time, 
resources and energy. 

After returning home from a family vaca
tion to see my sister and her family in Colo
rado last summer, I realized that my time 
in July (with only one issue published that 
month) is precious; I wanted to find some
thing that would be fulfilling and meaning
ful to me. 

I looked around and looked around 
and nothing seemed quite right. . . until I 
received an email about a Brown University 
memoir/travel writing workshop ·in Segovfa, 
Spain. That did it for me - not only do I love 
Spain, having lived, albeit all-too-briefly, in 
Barcelona - I have found great satisfaction 
in the much less ambitious writing work
shops I've enrolled in closer to home. 

Since sharing the news with friends and 
colleagues, people have asked me, "What 
will you do when you get there?" 
_ M! reply, "Other than write, I have no 
,dea. 

And others have queried, "How many 
people will be in the course?" 

My reply, "I have no idea." 
I'm thrilled to be heading out on this 

nine-day adventure, one that I hope both 
enriches and deepens my writing skills -
writing under deadline is completing differ
ent than writing for myself, of course - and 
provides me with some much-desired relax
ation. 

I have vowed to neither check my email 
nor my voice mail during my time away, so 
please understand ifl don't get back to you 
immediately upon my return on July 14. 

I expect to return refreshed, renewed and 
reinvigorated, and ready to face a full inbox 
of email and voice mail! 
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A had day for planet Earth 
How very small, yet 

significant, we 
humans are! 

S IXTY-FIVE MILLION years ago 
planet Earth had a very bad day. 
An asteroid the size of Manhattan 
Island crashed into what is now 

Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula. The impact of 
this asteroid, which created a gigantic crater 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

centered near today's town 
of Chicxulub, Mexico, 
unleashed an explosive 
force equivalent to 20,000 
times the atomic energy 
stored in the nuclear arse
nal of the entire world. 
In the aftermath of the 
impact, debris in the atmo
sphere blocked the sun's 
light for several years in 
what amounted to a long 
nuclear winter. 

The vast 01ajority of today's earth sci
entists now believe that the impact of the 
Chicxulub asteroid led to the K-T (Cre
taceous-Tertiary) extinction event, which 
wiped out in a geologically short period 
of time at least 40 percent of all plant and 
animal life on land and in the sea - includ
ing almost all dinosaurs; no land animals 
larger than your typical house cat survived. 
It is estimated that it took our oceans close 
to three million years to recover their bio
logical balance. 

Over the course of my adult lifel have been 
dimly aware of scientists' perplexity over the 
sudden disappearance of dinosaurs 65 mil
lion years ago. H owever, this past June 4, 
during my 45th Columbia College reunion, 
I heard Peter deMenocal, professor of earth 
and environmental sciences at the Lamont
Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia 
University's Earth Institute, deliver a mes-

merizing lecture on this very subject. He 
titled his talk "Of Dinosaurs and Mete-
orites: An Appreciation of Rare Events." 
What I found of particular interest was 
deMenocal 's take on why, until the 1990s, 
most scientists resisted asteroid impact as an 
explanation for the dinosaur extinction. 

According to deMenocal, most scientists 
espouse a view of reality that he calls "Uni
formitarianism:" The laws of the physical 
world remain essentially uniform and stable 
over time; therefore a close examination of 
the present is the key to understanding our 

"The death of dinosaurs 
has made you and 

me possible." 

past. This view stands in stark contrast to 
what deMenocal labels "Catastrophism:" 
understanding the E arth 's distant past by 
looking for exceedingly rare catastrophic 
events. As it turns out, the K-T extinc. tion 
was the fifth mass extinction during the 
course of life on earth; each of those extinc
tions is sep~rated from the next by about 
100 million years. It is beyond doubt that an 
event that occurs once in 100 million years 
qualifies as "extremely rare." So we need not 
worry; if the pattern continues to hold, the 
next really bad day for planet Earth should 
not occur for another 35 million years. 

I left the lectu re confused but exhila
rated. I have been trying to wrap my head 
and heart about what we can possibly learn 
today from an event that took place 65 mil
lion years ago. H ow does the extinction of 
the dinosaurs affect our lives in 2011? On 
a biological level, it permitted the rise of 
mammals as the dominant class ofland ani
mals; in a very real sense, then, the death 

of the dinosaurs has made you and me pos
sible! 

Nevertheless, deMenocal's lecture stirred 
and challenged my emotions far more than 
my thoughts. How do I handle the realiza
tion that I am the product of 65 million 
years of mammalian evolution? In the con
text of such a vast sweep of time, my own 
life seems no more significant than the 
blink of an eye. And yet, unlike any other 
member of the vast animal kingdom, only 
you and I have the capacity to appreciate the 
passage of eons, to grasp the predicament 
of our mortality; perhaps this is what the 
Psalmist meant when he called us "a little 
lower than the angels." (Psalm 8:5) 

Two days after hearing that lecture, I 
found myself sharing my hard-to-articulate 
feelings and thoughts with Moshe Laufer, 
the Chabad rabbi in Barrington with whom 
I share study and friendship on a weekly 
basis. Though I have no trouble accepting 
the scientific assumptions that informed 
deMenocal 's remarks, Rabbi Laufer has 
frequently made it clear to me that he does 
not accept the theory of evolution. None
theless, despite the significant differences 
in our worldviews, he often seems to have 
an intuitive grasp of what is going on in the 
Mixmaster of my soul. 

After hearing my reaction to the disap
pearing dinosaurs, he opened a book and 
showed me a brief Yiddish passage which 
his Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
had chosen from the writings of his father
in-law, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Yosef 
Yitzhak: Translated from the Yiddish, it 
reads that at the core of Hasidic teaching 
is "an understanding which shows us how 
small we are, yet how great the heights to 
which we can uplift ourselves." 

Jam es B. R osenberg is the rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

- ----------Letters - ---------
Fond memories of 
Barrington Beach 

Kudos on a comprehensive paper 

I wish I had known about the Barrington 
Beach story, "The boys and girls of Bar
rington Beach," in the June 10 issue, 

by Nancy Kirsch. I could have filled two 
pages! My family owned the house at the 
top of Bay Road for more than 20 years. 

I am a few years older then those men
tioned in the article, but like them, I 
remember those summers as soooo good! 

And, yes, anti-Semitism existed between 
us - the Jewish families who come for the 
summers - and the " Italian kids" who lived 
there year round. 

If The Jewish Voice & Herald plans on 
running more stories of Barrington Beach, 
I hope I can contribute. 

Joel Feinberg 
Cranston 

UDOS TO THE entire staff of The 
ewish Voice & · H erald! The May 
7 issue contained one of the most 

comprehensive, detailed and informative 
group of articles representing local, national 
and international interests: Celebrating 
Ruby Shalansky's much deserved retirement 
as executive director of Temple Beth-El, 
The Miriam Hospital's annual fundraiser, 
Shalom H ousing's receipt of the John H. 
Chafee Conservation Leadership Award, 
plus national news articles and segments 
dedicated to enterprising new leadership 
and careful and thoughtful coverage of our 
senior population, make this issue a "slow 
read" to take in all that is happening in our 
community. 

While the Alliance is going through 
growing pains, we are made aware through 
The Jewish Voice & H erald of difficult and 
far-reaching decisions. These decisions are 
not without detractors and it is our collective 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@shalomri.org or The Voice (1ai 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. UI 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. I 
wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish voice that will determine the direc
tion of this community organization. 

I take personal pride in the services and 
programs that the Jewish Seniors Agency 
continues to provide and welcome contin
ued coverage of such programs in The Jewish 
Voice &Herald. The Jewish Seniors Agency 
continues to ensure access to a continuum of 
care for Jewish seniors in the greater Rhode 
Island community. 

Jim Galkin 
Cranston 

Galkin is a board member of 
the Jewish Seniors Agency. 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice 

& Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice &Herald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern M assachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism 
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Anthony Weiner was my man in Congress 
Evangelical 

Christians should 
leave me alone 

S IF ANTHONY 
Weiner doesn't have 
problems enough. For 

really, really smart 
guy, you' cl think he' cl know how to 
keep his pants and shirt on when in 

camera range and 
how to pronounce 
his own name. 
Clue: In German 
and Yiddish, the 
diphthong "ei" is 
pronounced like 
"eye" - never "ee" 

Josh as in "creep" or 

Stein "peep." I know 
- - --- - it's tough for him 

either way, but 
what with his lewd behavior and 
all it would be better to be a whiner 
than a ... well, you get the idea. 

Then there are the lewd photos, 
the denials, the admissions and 
ultimately the resignation. You 
know all about that. 

"Drat," I thought when the story 
was breaking. This is supposed to 
happen to Republicans - Mark 

Sanford (the former governor of 
South Carolina), Senator David 
Vitter (of Louisiana), John Ensign 
(a former senator from Nevada), 
Christopher Lee (a former con
gressman from upstate New York, 
former Speaker of the H ouse Newt 
Gingrich and Holy Roller televan
gelists - Jim Bakker, Ted Haggard 
and Jimmy Swaggart. These are the 
people of the party of family values, 
not a skinny Jewish Democrat from 
Brooklyn whose mother taught at 
Midwood High, a mile from my 
boyhood home. 

Yes, yes, I know all about Elliott 
Spitzer (and Bill Clinton). Before 
all this broke, Weiner was my man 
in Congress. Patrick Kennedy 
and then David Cicilline held the 
Rhode Island seat representing my 
hometown - but Weiner was to the 
left of Obama, the one who chas
tised him for capitulating again and 
again to the white Christian party 
on the health care bill. And now 
this. 

But there's more; it gets worse for 
Anthony. Apparently he's going to 
H ell. Unless he makes one little life 
change. Albert Mohler, the presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in L ouisville, Ky. 
- the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion's flagship school - has taken 
it upon himself to give the Jewish 
fella some unsolicited advice. 
According to a tweet from Mohler, 
"D ear Congressman W einer: There 
is no effective 'treatment' for sin. 
Only atonement, found only in 
Jesus Christ." 

"1 rea11y, rea11y, 
rea11y wish that the 

ho1ier-than-thou 
crowd wou1d 1ove 

me 1ess." 

This may or may not be true; but 
I'm prerty sure it's not the kind of 
treatment Weiner had in mind 
when he asked for a leave of absence 
to get his life in order. 

When rebuked by Cathy Lynn 
Grossman in USA TODAY 
(http :/ /content . u sa today. co m / 
topi cs/reporter/Cath y+ Lynn+ 
Grossman) for hitting a Jew when 
he was down, M ohler responded 
that he was simply stating the 
Christian doctrine that "every 
single human being is a sinner 

in need of the redemption that is 
found only in Christ." But then 
Mohler claims that he never actu
ally sent the tweet to W einer, only 
to the 27,000 people who follow his 
Twiners. "As far as I know, Rep. 
Weiner is not among my 'followers' 
on Twitter," Mohler complained 
disingenuously. "I did not assume 
that he was reading my posting. My 
message was mostly directed at my 
fellow Christians as a reminder of 
this very concern - that the Ameri
can impulse is to seek treatment 
when our real need is for redemp
tion." Strangely, though, the tweet 
was addressed to "D ear Congress
man Weiner." 

Unabashed, Mohler continued: 
"I never mentioned Judaism. Rep. 
W einer's problem has to do with 
the fact that he is a sinner, like 
every other human being, regard
less of religious faith or affiliation. 
Christians - at least those who hold 
to biblical and orthodox Christian
ity - believe that salvation is found 
through faith in the Lord Jesus 
C hrist, and in him alone ... W e also 
understand that other religions 
claim 'routes to restoring righteous
ness.' But biblical C hristians cannot 
accept that these 'routes' lead to 
redemption and the only righteous-

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

ness that saves - the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to the believer, 
who is justified by faith in Christ 
alone." 

Got that, sinner? Yes, you. 
Not only is W einer going to H ell, 

but you are too. Reverend Mohler 
has it on good authority. This is 
the same Reverend Mohler who, 
as the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
reminds us, caused a stir in 2003 
"with his staunch advocacy of evan
gelizing Jews. He had explained 
then that warning non-Christians 
of the 'eternal danger' they face in 
not embracing Jesus 'is the ultimate 
act of Christian love."' How sweet. 

I really, really wish that the 
holier-than-thou crowd would 
love me less, that the Evangelicals 
would stop trying to get us (me) 
to convert to Jesus. Jesus probably 
wishes that they would stop trying 
to convert me too. After all, he was 
a good Jew, who never left the fold 
- living as a Jew, dying as a Jew and 
most likely sits in H eaven as we 
speak, despite his Jewishness. W ell, 
maybe I'm being cynical again. 

OK, no Rapture for me. Oh, wait 
a minute . .. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at 
R oger Williams University. Contact 
him at jstein@rwu.edu. 

Israel's e conomy goes from had to great 
What price 
democracy? 

'OLD-TIMERS" IN 
Israel still rub their 
eyes in wonderment. 
We can all remem-

ber the bad old days when Israel's 
economy alter-
nated between 
moribund and 
comatose in the 
1970s. Then, in the 
early 1980s, things 
went from bad to 
worse to... cata-

Sam clysmic. It's hard 
Lehman- for Americans to 
Wilzig even fathom this, 

------ but in 1983-84, 
Israel's inflation rate reached 400 
percent on annual basis! To put that 
in perspective - I was a relatively 
new Israeli citizen then - we used 
to run to the local grocery store 
every morning to buy our daily 
bread and milk because the price 
would go up by the afternoon, each 
and every day of the year! Israel's 
economy was at the precipice, and 
some would say was already in free 
fall . 

The crisis led to a National Unity 
government in 1984 (Shimon Peres 
and Yitzhak Shamir rotated the 
position of prime minister, two 
years each). Peres called in top Israeli 
academic economists to develop a 
"New Economic Program" which 

they did to astounding effect: Israel 
was the first country in history to 
stop hyper-inflation in its tracks 
(down to 20 percent in 1985) with
out causing mass unemployment. 
Moreover, inflation continued to 
drop and never once reared its head 
again in the ensuing thsee decades. 
Indeed, today the shekel is stronger 
than the (formerly) almighty dollar 
- ergo the old-timers shaking tl1eir 
heads in satisfied stupefaction. 

How did this come about? 
What's the secret oflsrael's macro
economic success? There are several 
factors: increasing privatization; 
the move to a high tech, informa
tion-based, export economy; and 
expanding higher educa~on. But 
the main factor is one that drives 
some Israelis crazy - and not a 
few political scientists, too. The 
New Economic Program did not 
just establish a new "policy;" more 
important for the long term, it set 
up a new economic, decision-mak
ing system . To put it bluntly: No 
longer do Israel 's elected officials 
make economic policy; rather, the 
Finance Ministry's technocrats 
(most quite young, at that) are 
the ones who decide where public 
money is spent, for what purpose 
and by whom. No less a personage 
than Yitzchak Rabin had an infa
mous outburst in the Knesset back 
in 1993 when he pounded his fist on 
the podium in a fit of anger, asking 
out loud: "Who are these Fogels to 
tell me what to do?" (Fogel was the 
Director-General of the Finance 

Ministry.) 
These technocrats have done 

quite an amazing job of zealously 
watching the public pursestrings, in 
order to guarantee that budget defi
cits stay within reasonable limits 

"lt's hard for 
Americans to 

fathom , but in 
1983-84, lsrae1's 

inflation rate 
reached 400 

percent on an 
annual basis!" 

(the U.S. and most of Europe, take 
note ... ). However, all this has come 
at a price. For what is democracy 
worth if the general public and its 

W WANT OUR opinion 
ages to represent our 
eaders' vibrant diversity 

ofideas and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as follows: The Voice 
& Herald may publish thought
ful and informative contributors' 
columns (op-eds) and letters to the 
editor on issues of interest to our 
Jewish community. At our discre-

wwwJvhri.org 

elected representatives cannot in 
fact determine budgetary priorities? 
Indeed, Rabin was voted into office 
in 1992 precisely under the banner 
of reprioritizing the country's social 
needs - and because that was going 
to cost a pretty penny the finance 
technocrats quite successfully stood 
in his way. 

A second cost of the highly suc
cessful macro-economic policy has 
been the accumulation of serious 
deficiencies within certain fields . 
For instance, this past spring, many 
of Israel's doctors held a lengthy 
work-stoppage campaign in large 
part because of a serious shortage 
of hospital beds and a lack of full
time nursing and physician staff in 
public hospitals. Israel today has the 
lowest per capita public expenditure 
on health care than any industrial
ized country. A second example: It 
took years of pressure - and disas
trously falling student achievement 
levels (relative to other countries) -
before the Finance Ministry agreed 

Our editorial policy 
tion, we may edit pieces for publica
tion or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether 
from our regular contributors or 
from guest columnists, represent 
the views of the authors; they do not 
represent the views of The Jewish 
Voice & Herald or the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 

Send letters (250 words, at most) 

to a major reform in Israel's K-12 
school system, whereby teachers 
would get a decent living wage in 
return for extra hours taught and 
principals were given the authority 
to fire incompetents. 

Thus, Israel's economic forest is 
extremely healthy by world stan
dards - but on closer inspection 
there are pockets of bushes and 
trees that are seriously undernour
ished. Israel's technocracy still rides 
in the saddle, but it is also begin
ning to show signs of understand
ing that in the final analysis the 
forest can stay lush and not go wild 
only as long as the weaker trees are 
given enough water to flourish. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig 
teaches at Bar-I/an University in 
Israel In 2008-09 he was Schuster
man Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Contact him at www. 
profslw.com. 

and op-eds (700 words or shorter) to 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@shalomri. 
org (Subject Line: OPINIONS) or 
Nancy Kirsch, The Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. Please include your name, 
city of residence and (not for publi
cation) a contact phone number or 
email. 



COMMUNITY 
AsKWENDY 

Our Jewish connnunity 
concierge asks 

Learningfrom others 
at Jewish Outreach 
Institute conference 

Bv WENDY }OERING 

wjoering@shalomri.org 

PROVlDENCE - Many in the 
community contact me, as the 
Jewish community concierge, to 
ask such questions as: "Where 
can I get help for my elderly 
father-in-law?" or "Where can I 
find some guidance for hosting 
my first break-the-fast?" 

I was fortunate enough to 
attend a Jewish Outreach Insti
tute (JOI) conference that 
focused on what our North 
American Jewish communities 
would look like in 2030. Held in 
New York City on May 23 and 
24, the conference brought more 
than 200 people from across 
North America to meet, talk and 
learn more about what our Jewish 
future might look like and how 
we might position ourselves for 
that future . 

What did I learn? 

SPIRITUALITY DRIVES 

J EWISH YOUNG PEOPLE 

Many young people aren't 
going to traditional synagogues 
to meet their religious and 
spiritual needs. The 
younger they are, 
the more spiritual 
they are, but they 
are focusing on their 
relationship with Eatth 
and with themselves. With 
that, independent ;,,in
yanim, prayer groups, and 
independent havurot, fellowship 
groups, are forming on their own, 
as are potluck Shabbat dinners at 
people's homes. 

W ILL BRICKS AND MORTAR 

SURVIVE? 

Although some raised the dire 
thought that many synagogues 
would eventually close due to 
lack of interes_t, I believe we have 
such a generationally diverse rab
binate that meets the needs of 
our greater Rhode Island com
munity. 

SPIRITUALITY, RATHER 
THAN RELIGION 

There was extensive discussion 
about how our values as Jewish 

individuals meld with our values 
as citizens of planet Earth. We 
discussed how to meet the needs 
of interfaith families and families 
with alternative life styles and 
how to engage such families in 
Jewish life. 

Row IS OUR GREATER R.I. 
COMMUNITY IIESPONDINC? 

As the community concierge 
for the Jewish community, I 
connect everyone to the Jewish 
entity that they need and want -
whether J-camp or Camp JORI 
for someone's elementary school 
children, Jewish Family Service 
for a family seeking adoption 
help, or elderly residents who 
need respite care from Jewish 
Seniors Agency. The Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island is 
a welcoming resource for anyone 
in the community; it's my job to 
help Jewish residents of greater 
Rhode Island feel comfortable 
about accessing the help and 
resources they need. 

For more information, contact 
Wendy j oering at 421-4111, ext. 
169 or wjoering@shalomri.org 
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SAVIT has ties to Rhode Island 

PAGE 7 

From Page 1 

Rhode Island. He wants people in 
Westerly and Woonsocket, Bris
tol and Barrington and beyond to 
feel equally vested in the Alliance. 

"I want to break down barri
ers, and be transparent, open and 
communicative," he said, adding 
that our Jewish communal agen
cies, synagogues and schools need 
to work collaboratively and in 
consensus with one another. "We 
don't need any turf wars," he said . 

In creating the Alliance, he 
said, "The Jewish community has 
created an unbelievable frame
work for communal success - it's 
historic to get everyone under one 
roof." 

FIRST 100 DAYS 

Describing himself as proactive, 
Savit said that he dislikes having 
to apologize for past actions. 

One proactive plan includes 
creating a coordinated depart
ment of institutional advance
ment. To that end, Savit intends 
to hire a fundraising/development 
professional within three months; 
that individual will work with 
Savit and key lay leaders on Alli
ance fundraising. 

Within days of his arrival, he 
will fly to M oscow and Israel on 
a mission with Sharon Gaines, 
vice chair of financial resource 
development and current Annual 
Community Campaign chair for 
the Alliance. Eagerly anticipat
ing this trip (July 10 - 18), he may 
return to Israel next year with his 
family in honor of his youngest 
daughter's bat mitzvah. 

In order to achieve the goals he 
envisions accomplishing by July 
2013, Savit has plans for the next 
100 days. In addition to strength
ening the Alliance's fundraising 
capabilities, he will begin work
ing immediately on integrat
ing all internal operations of the 
Alliance, taking Jewish life and 
learning programs beyond the 
401 Elmgrove Avenue campus, 
and establishing open and trans
parent communication between 
and among Alliance staff and 
between and among Alliance 

staff and its constituencies. 
Not surprisingly, The Voice & 

Herald asked Savit, who lives now 
in Needham, Mass . - a commu
nity with an independent Jewish 
newspaper - his thoughts about 
the paper. 

"I don't want the newspaper to 
be 0seen as a mouthpiece of the 
Alliance, but I don't want it to be a 
thorn in its side, either. I want the 
newspaper to offer information so 
that readers have a solid handle 
on what's going on. It should be 
newsworthy and a reflection of 
our community." 

wwwJvhri.org 

JEFFREY SAVIT GESTURES as he talks to All iance staff members at 
an informal "meet and greet· ice cream social on Monday, June 13. 

Before offering to write a reg
ular column for The Voice & 
Herald, Savit said, "There should 
be consistency and transparency; 
we have to tackle challenges and 
report on them. The paper is a 
wonderful vehicle to do so. We 

"l am all about hard 
work and tenacity." 

can't run from the issues." 
Savit, who was CEO of a pro

fes sional Minor League team, 
the Michigan Battle Cats, was 
asked if the skills needed to 
operate affi liated Minor League 
baseball teams would be helpful 
in his new position. Not really, 
Savit laughed, explaining that the 
respective · Major League team 
handles day-to-day operations of 
a Minor League team. 

However, whether it's baseball 
ownership or Alliance manage
ment, we have to "make the prod
uct or service valuable and we have 
to make people feel vested in [the 
product or service]," he said. He 
wants people to enjoy and benefit 
from the services and programs 
we offer, in or out of our facility 
at 401 Elmgrove Ave., in Provi
dence. And, then, he said, we 
want people to tell others about 
their valuable experiences. 

A FAMI LY MAN 

Calling himself an experien
tial learner who learned from his 
father Herbert Savit, of blessed 
memory, and other mentors, Savit 
said, "When I see something that 
feels right to me, that's what I pass 
along. I am all about hard work 
and tenacity." 

His father, who grew up pen
niless and fatherless during the 
Depression - he stood in bread 
lines as a oun child - fierce! 

valued and appreciated his educa
tion at Brown University. Receiv
ing a four-year scholarship to play 
basketball for Brown, he viewed 
Brown as his g reatest opportu
nity, said Savit, of his father. 

To commemorate his father and 
honor his father's commitment to 
Brown, Savit, his brother Michael 
and beloved mother Sybil (who 
resides in New Bedford, Mass.) 
all established a research fellow
ship in leukemic studies. 

Although the fellowship is now 
at The Miriam H ospital - one of 
the teaching hospitals associated 
with Brown's medical school -
it began with seed money from 
a fund that Herbert Savit had 
established to give back to his 
alma mater. 

Today, more than 10 years after 
the fellowship was established, 
the Savit Fund is worth more than 
$1,000,000; the annual golf tour
naments at Qyidnesset Country 
C lub raise significant mon ies, he 
said. 

He's a family man, whose small 
family means everything to him. 
"We couldn't be closer," said Savit. 
Besides being a husband (to Lori 
Barnet) and dad (to Mollie, 17, 
and Chloe, almost 13), he enjoys 
musical theater, attending sports 
events and movies, walking and 
reading. And, when it comes to 
food, he fits the stereotype: "I've 
never met a Chinese food I didn't 
love," said Savit. 

Taking the position at the Alli
ance almost feels like coming 
home, he said. His father used 
to take Savit and his brother to 
Brown football games (Brown's 
football stadium is across Elm
grove Avenue). "When I first 
came to the Alliance, I had this 
comforting sensation. It's so very 
special for me to be here, near a 
place that meant so much to my 
dad." · 

Shae yow simcha with The Voice & Herald 
Send simchas to be published in ow 

See details in ad on page 33. 
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Judy Moseley hired at Temple Beth-El 
A new synagogue 
executive director 

BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Monday, 
June 6, Temple Beth-El officially 
welcomed Judy Moseley as its new 
executive director; her first days at 
the synagogue included the 10th 
grade's confirmation class ceremo
nies and Shavuot services. 

Moseley succeeds long-
time Executive Director Ruby 
Shalansky, who recently retired; 
Shalansky remains in a part-time 
capacity to work on development. 

"Judy Moseley brings a wealth 
of experience and manifold gifts 
of spirit to Temple Beth-El," said 
Rabbi Leslie Y. Gutterman. "She 
is a team player and we enthusias
tically welcome her to our team." 

A Baltimore, Md. native who 
lives in Sterling, Mass., Moseley 
has extensive professional experi
ence in both the for-profit and non
profit sectors, including working for 
several Jewish communal organiza
tions. 

Moseley's educational back
ground - an undergraduate degree 
in volunteer administration and 
gerontology, a master's degree in 
Jewish education and a master's 
degree in business administration -
will also be valuable. 

After graduating from the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, she began her career 
coordinating two programs for the 
elderly in a nonprofit organization, 
and later segued to the for-profit 
world. Her corporate experience 

is extensive - she bought and then 
sold a housecleaning company and 
later opened thsee shops - two bagel 
stores and an espresso cafe. "I had 
hoped to franchise the bagel stores, 
but I was a step too late," laughed 
Moseley. "I worked all the time; we 
were open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. It 
was taking over my life," she said in 
an interview at The Jewish Voice & 
Herald in mid-June. 

Those bagels were "real New 
York City bagels - boiled right 
there." 

During her tenure as the board 
president of Shalom Emeth, a 
Reform synagogue in Burlingon, 
Mass., she was asked to serve as 
interim principal and, one year 
later, as principal. While serving in 
that part-time position, she earned 
a master's in Jewish education 
from H ebrew College. She later 
worked as the operations manager 
at MetroWest Jewish Day School 
in Framingham, Mass., and most 
recently as the executive director at 
Congregation Beth Israel, a Con
servative synagogue in Worcester, 
Mass., with about 300 families. 

How will her job be different at 
Temple Beth-El, about thsee times 
larger than Beth Israel? 

"I was very used to doing every
thing for the synagogue [at Beth 
Israel], and the community was 
declining, especially with an aging 
population," said Moseley. "[Beth
El] is larger with a larger staff, and 
more people are doing things for 
me." 

What are her immediate goals? 
She's eager to get young people 

into the synagogue and post bar/bat 

mitzvah students engaged. Calling 
Temple Beth-El a warm and spiri
tually welcoming place, she feels 
fortunate to be there. 

She sees the synagogue's 
technology as somewhat dated 
and inefficient, and wants to bring 
the synagogue to its members 
through different technologies 
such as YouTube videos, posting 
information on the Web site in a 
more timely and accessible fashion, 
etc. 

She and her husband, John, will 
continue to live in Stirling, Mass., 
for the time being, though they 
hope he will find work- in IT man
agement - in this area, with an eye 
to relocating to the greater Rhode 
Island area. Their daughter Erin, 
26, is making aliyah and "follow
ing in my footsteps," said Moseley, 
in studying nonprofit management 
and philanthropy at Hebrew Uni
versity. Their son Mark, 28, is a 
research software engineer who 
lives in Woburn, Mass. 

Jewish communal life is my call
ing, Moseley said. 

In this decade, perspective 
is the new currency 
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in the new economy is having access to an informed perspective. _ 

As experienced UBS Financial Advisors, we offer advice grounded 
in research that is essential in helping you reach your goals. 

To request an electronic 
or paper copy of this 
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COMMUNITY 
Governor Chaf ee, General 

Assembly take first step 
Encouraging 

education is a start 
BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Wednes
day, June 15, Rhode Island 
Governor Lincoln Chafee signed 
legislation that strongly urges 
high school and middle schools 
to incorporate genocide education 
into their curricula. Sponsored 
by Democrats Joshua Miller and 
Anastasia Williams, a Rhode 
Island senator and representative, 
respectively, the legislation is a 
move forward in emphasizing the 
need to teach students about pres
ent-day atrocities such as those 
in Darfur and historical events 
such as the mass murders by the 
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia and 
the horrors of the Holocaust and 
the Spanish Inquisition. The 
Community Relations Council 
(CRC) of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance) worked, with assistance 
from the Rhode Island Commis
sion on Prejudice and Bias, with 
Miller and Williams to get the 
bill introduced. 

The ·purpose of the legisla
tion is to educate students to 
have a better understanding of 
the effects of genocide; ideally, 
with that knowledge, they will 
advocate against such atrocities. 
Another anticipated outcome is 
that students will gain a better 
understanding of and appre-

ciation for tolerance and civility 
inside and outside of classrooms. 

In 2010 a similar bill was intro
duced on behalf of a Brown Uni
versity student coalition called 
Teach Against Genocide, or 
TAG. The CRC and the Rhode 
Island Commission on Prejudice 
and Bias both supported enact
ment of that legislation, though it 
did not become law. 

Although S.290 / H.5732 is 
now law, there is still a great deal 
left to do. As the legislation does 
not mandate but only encourages 
education about genocide, orga
nizations such as the CRC will 
need to reach out to superinten
dents of Rhode Island's approxi
mately thsee dozen school systems 
to encourage them to incorporate 
genocide materials into their cur
ricula and to advise them that the 
Holocaust Research and Educa
tion Center of Rhode Island is 
available to train educators and 
teach students about the Holo
caust and past atrocities. 

The CRC's ultimate goal is to 
ensure that teaching about geno
cide becomes a mandatory part 
of the school curricula in Rhode 
Island's middle and high schools. 
The CRC will continue to wori<: 
with members of the General 
Assembly and other interested 
parties to achieve its goal. 

Fur mure information about this 
initiative, contact Marty Cooper, 
the Community Relations Council 
director, at 421-4111, ext. 171. 

Alliance staff, lay leaders 
attend JCPA coiderence 

BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org 

TIE JEWISH COUNCIL 
r Public Affairs QCPA) 

eld its annual task force 
and board meetings on June 12-13 
in New York City. The meetings 
promoted dialogue among commu
nity relations council staffers and lay 
leaders about current Jewish com
munal issues and to lay the ground
work in establishing JCPA policies 
for consideration at the May 2012 
plenum in Detroit, Mich. 

Three issues were of particular 
concern: The upcoming 10th anni
versary of Sept. 11, the proposed 
Unilateral Declaration of Palestin
ian Independence (UDI) before the 
United Nations and the upcoming 
Durban III Conference. Represen
tatives from the American Jewish 
Committee, the Anti-Defamation 
League and the New York Commu
nity Relations Council participated 
in a panel discussion of these issues. 

Many communities are consid
ering interfaith programs to com
memorate the Sept. 11 anniversary; 
the Community Relations Council 

of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island is evaluating whether 
to sponsor a statewide interfaith 
program or some other option. 

While Israel, the United States 
and several other countries oppose 
UDI, some fear that it might 
hamper efforts to set up peace 
negotiations between the Palestin
ians and Israel. There was concern 
that the Fatah party, which governs 
the West Bank, might merge with 
Hamas. 

Meetings of task force commit
tees focused on Israel, world Jewry 
and international rights, equal 
opportunity and social justice, and 
Jewish security; conversations at 
those committee meetings ranged 
from domestic to international 
issues. 

David Leach, Maxine Richman 
and Jonathan Stanzler also attended 
the conference; all three are mem
bers of the CRC and Richman is a 
member of the JCPA board of direc
tors. 

For more information, contact 
Marty Cooperat421-4111, ext.171. 
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Stem cell transplant saves a life 
Arielle Wachtenheim 

meets her recipient 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

AFTER ARIELLE 
Wachtenheim signed 
on as a stem cell donor 
with Gift of Life Bone 

Marrow Foundation (Gift of Life), 
she experienced a roller-coaster 
ride of emotions - from a little 
nervousness, when she had the 
procedure, to elation and grati
tude. 

/Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation 

for me. I feel blessed to have been 
able to help Neil," she said. "Every
one there thought I was a hero, but 
I never though twice about doing 
it. I will forever feel connected to 
him and his family." 

And she's not stopped contribut
ing to Gift of Life: In January 2010 
Wachtenheim helped establish a 
Gift of Life Young Professionals 
Committee in Manhattan. They 
want, she said, to "tap the market 
of young professionals ... and help 
educate and activate young adults." 
In their first year, they raised more 

"Did 1 want to 
continue the 

process?" 

than S20,000 and enrolled more 
than 350 individuals in the Gift of 
Life registry. 

Now 28, Wachtenheim, the 
daughter of Stanley and Mindy 
Wachtenheim, of Providence, 
enrolled in Gift of Life as a college 
student at George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. 
She was, she said, inspired to do 
so after seeing her father strug
gle with lymphoma. In a phone 
interview with Wachtenheim at 
her New York City office of Mer
chants Overseas, the family's busi
ness, she said, "He's fabulous and 
has been very healthy for more 
than five years." 

NEIL, WACHTENHEIM' S DON EE, and ARIELLE WACHTENHEIM at the Gift of Life Annual Gala on May 12 

Asked what role her parents 
played in instilling values 
of tikkun a/am, healing the 
world, Wachtenheim said, 
"Throughout my entire childhood 
[and later], I witnessed my 
parents' philanthropic values 
and generosity to many Jewish 
organizations . What they've 
taught me has resonated and I try 
my best to do my part, mostly here 
in New York City." 

Some years later, she received a 
call from Gift of Life informing 
her that she was a potential match 
for someone who needed a trans
plant. 

After more blood work, she 
learned that she was, indeed, a 
match. About the medical proce
dure, Wachtenheim said, "I was 
nervous, but my dad was support
ing me the whole time. He was my 
inspiration for doing this." 

She described the pre-transplant 
preparation as exhausting and 
uncomfortable - the twice-daily 
shots of Neupogen for five days 
increase your stem cell production; 
like "stem cells on steroids," and 
the actual procedure is a daylong 
outpatient process at the hospi
tal. Then, it takes about a week to 
recover. 

After the procedures are com
plete, donors receive regular 

'Day of Thanks' 
golf tournament at 

Ledgemont CC 
Fundraiser seeks to 
honor war veterans 

BY TORI HITCH INER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

SEEKONK - On Monday, July 
11, Ledgemont County Club 
(Ledgemont) will host a golf tour
nament to honor war veterans and 
the sacrifices they have made. The 
"Day ofThanks" tournament offers 
an opportunity to raise money for 
disabled service men and women, 
as well as offer them a day of fun 
and hospitality. 

"The spirit of the tournament 
being a day of thanks .. .is that we 
should honor our disabled war 
veterans/' says the tournament's 
organizer, Ledgemont member 
Bernie "Buddy" Trinkle. Believing 
that we lack full appreciation of 
and recognition to veterans of the 
armed forces, Trinkle said, ''We 
take a lot for granted." 

Trinkle was inspired by the 
dedication and spirit of Staff Sgt. 

Bernie Teich, a former Army 
soldier who was badly wounded 
during his second tour of Iraq in 
February 2007. Teich lost his right 
leg as a result of the injuries he sus
tained, and now has a prosthetic. 
At the suggestion of Sharon Teich 
Ricci (Teich's mother), Trinkle and 
Teich played golf at Ledgemont in 
the summer of 2009. 

Teich played g\>lf only after 
participating in the Wounded 
Warrior PING Program, where 
PING, the golf club manufacturer, 
and Wounded Warrior Program, 
a nonprofit organization, offered 
golf clubs and lessons to combat 
wounded soldiers as part of their 
rehabilitation. 

Teich and Trinkle talked 
through 15 holes of golf that 
summer day in 2009. Moved by 
Teich's attitude and continuing 
pride in his country, he said, "It 
was extremely rewarding to play 
with him." 

Even soldiers without any physi-

TOURNAMENT, Page 14 

updates about their donees from 
Gift of Life, but until a year has 
passed, no contact information is 
provided. 

As Aug. 18, 2010- the one-year 
anniversary - approached, Gift 
of Life contacted her and told her 
that her' donee needed another 
transplant. "Was she willing?" 

Shocked and saddened to hear 
the news of his condition, she 
said yes. That second donation in 

November 2010 was much easier, 
she said. 

She didn't have to wait another 
year to meet her donee. They met 
for the first time on May 12 at the 
Grand Hyatt in Manhattan at the 
Gift of Life's annual gala. Six hun
dred and fifty people were present 
when Wachtenheim met Neil, a 
Jewish man with a rare lymphoma, 
who lives in the Pittsburgh area. 

"It was a very emotional night 

Gift of Life is fabulous, added 
Wachtenheim - it's a really amaz
ing support system. 

For more information, visit www. 
giftojlife.org. 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20s and early 30s 
for great discussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

"Ask the Editor" with Nancy Kirsch, 
Editor of The Jewish Voice & Herald 
Take part in a conversation about 
newspapers and your generation 
Thursday, July 28 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
India Restaurant 
1060 Hope Street, Providence 
Free apps/cash bar 

Kindly RSVP to Wendy at wjoering@shalomri.org by 7 /25/ 11 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

The Alef List is a program of 
Togethe1; we are stronger. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Friday 
June24 
Yiddish ShmoozBreakfast 
Meeting 

Galena and Sergie Koupsova 
sing Yiddish and Hebrew songs. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Phyllis Soled at 738-
8468 

Sunday 
June26 
Maimonides Medical Ethics 
Society Breakfast 

Rabbi Raphie Schochet leads 
a discussion of " Mi/ah Meets 
Modern Medicine: A 21st Century 
Look at Ritual Circumcision." 

Light breakfast and coffee. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island boardroom, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Providence Kollel 
at 383-2786 or Maimonides@ 
providencekollel.org 

Monday 
June27 
JERI Satellite Office Hours' 
Topic: "The 10 Commandments 
of our Times.· 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
will be available to counsel 
seniors and their families. Ethan 
will be available for pastoral 
counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Rd., Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
June28 
"Torah 4 Tycoons" 

An open networking opportunity 
includes a short discussion on 
matters relevant to the interplay 
between Torah ethics and 
the modern business world. 
Breakfast 
The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 
7:30 - 9 a.m. 

More info: Providence Kollel at 
383-2786 

"Giggles in the Garden" 
One of a series of programs 
sponsored by the Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 
Island for children, aged 2-4, 
with stories, songs, snacks and 
playground time. A responsible 
adult must accompany children; 
siblings are welcome. 

Jewish Comm4nity Day School, 
85 Taft Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. 

More info: 751 -2470 

Wednesday 
June29 
Senior Cafe: Lunch and Learn 

The URI pharmacy program 
presents "Healthy Heart," an 
overview of ways to promote 
good cardiac health. 

The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at861 -8800, ext 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
June30 
Hug N'hamah: Circle of Conso
lation 

Bereavement discussion group 
is open and welcomes new 
participants. Dr. Judith Lubiner, a 
licensed psychologist, and Rabbi 
Amy Levin, facilitate. 

Temple ToratYisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
Julyl 
Temple Torat Yisrael's Beach 
Shabbat Service 

Bring beach chairs and blankets, 
sunhats and flip-flops. 

Goddard Park, 1095 Ives Road, 
Warwick 

6p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Tuesday 
Julys 
"Giggles in the Garden" 

See June 28 entry for more 
infonnation. 

Friday 
Julys 
Senior Cafe: Learn and Lunch 

The new Senior Cafe at Temple 
Am David includes music by the 
Stanley Freedman Quartet 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St, Warwick 
11:15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 
$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 
More info: Neal or Steve at 781 -
1771 

This location offers a meal site 
every weekday. 

See story on page 2E for more 
infonnation 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Shalom 
to Shabbat 

Unwind and nosh before Shabbat 
services. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave, Cranston 

7 p.m. - Wine and cheese, 7:30 
p.m. - Shabbat service 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
Julyu 
JERI Satellite Office Hours' 
Topic: "Aging in Judaism.· 

See June 27 entry for more 
infonnation. 
Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandville Court, Wakefield 

1- 2p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
June12 
"Giggles in the Garden" 

See June 28 entry for more 
infonnation. 

Thursday 
July14 
Hug N'hamah: Circle of Conso
lation 

See June 30 entry for more 
infonnation. 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 
More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
July15 
Shabbat Under the Stars at 
Temple Beth-El 

This summertime tradition 
includes an outdoor service, 
songs, stories and summertime 
oneg Shabbat treats. Children 
with July birthdays will be 
honored. 
Temple Beth-El's Julie Claire 
Gutterman Patio, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 
More info: 331-6070 

Sunday 
July17 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2, IMAX 3-D 

A fund raiser for the Foundation 
for Rhode Island Day Schools 

IMAX Theater, Providence Place 
Mall, Providence 
More info: Larry Katz at421 -4111, 
ext 179 

wwwjvhri.org 

CALENDAR 
Monday 
July18 
Learn to Speak Hebrew 

U/pan-style Hebrew language 
course taught by Simcha and 
Shimon Pe'er. 

The Jewish Alliance of Great~r 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

9:45 a.m. - noon, Monday, July 
18 - Thursday, July 28, beginners 
and advanced 

2- 4:15 p.m., Monday, July 
18 - Thursday, July28,two 
intermediate levels 

$50 for a-session course; $25 for 
teachers in Alliance-affiliated 
schools 

More info: 861 -8800 

Tuesday 
July19 
"Giggles in the Garden" 

See June 28 entry for more 
infonnation. 

Thursday 
July21 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See June 27 entry for more 
information. 

Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Adoption Options Informational 
Meeting 

For those considering adoption 
and interested in hearing of 
available options. 

Jewish Family Service, 959 N. 
Main St, Providence 

6- 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331-5437 
or peg@jfsri.org 

Friday 
July22 
Senior Cafe: Lunch and Learn 

Topic: Cooking For One with Ava 
Hallam. 
The Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 El mg rove Ave., 
Providence 
Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 
$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 
More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, ext 107 
This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Monday 
July25 
Touro's Annual Golf Tournament 

More than $1,000 in prizes for 
Toure and non-Toure teams. 

Cranston Country Club, 69 
Burlingame Road, Cranston 

8:30 a.m. - Shotgun start; 1 p.m. 
- Buffet 

$75 per Toure member before 7/1, 
$90 per Toure member after 7/1, 
$90 per non-Toure player, $50 per 
Cranston Country Club player 

More info: Toure Fraternal 
Association, P.O. Box 3562, 
Cranston 02910 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "Aging in Judaism." 

See June 27 entry for more 
infonnation. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Road, Tiverton 

10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
July26 
"Giggles in the Garden" 

See June 28 entry for more 
infonnation. 

Wednesday 
July27 
HERC's "Accentuate the 
Positive· fundraiser 

A benefit luncheon for the 
Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center features style 
guru Dale Sudakoff. 
Ledgemont Country Club, 131 
Brown Ave., Seekonk, Mass. 

11 :30 a.m. 
$50 

More info: 453-7860 

Thursday 
July28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Shmeerand Shmooze." 
See June 27 entry for more 
information. 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St, Woonsocket 

9:30- 11 a.m. 
More info: Susan Adler at621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Calendar Submissions 
PLEASE NOTE: 

OUR ONLY ISSUE IN JULY 
Will BE PUBLISHED ON JULY 
22. PLEASE SEND CALENDAR 
ITEMS FOR THAT ISSUE BY 
JULY 11. 

Send all calendar items 
to nkirsch@shalomri.org with 
the subject line of "CALEN
DAR." 
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Mernoff receives arts grant 
]CDS fence panels 

to be completed 
PROVIDENCE Laura 
Mernoff, a Jewish Community 
Day School of Rhode Island 
OCDS) parent and artist, has 
received a $2,000 grant from the 
Rhode Island State Council on 
the Arts (RI SCA) to complete the 
ninth and tenth pµiels of a welded 

steel mural outside the school, at 
85 Taft Ave., Providence. 

These panels will complete the 
project, which has been under
way for four years. The completed 
mural will cover 40 feet of a 
chain-link fence, and it will con
sist of 10 four-foot by four-foot 
framed panels. 

Four of the panels have a single 
Hebrew word on each of them, 
reflecting the school's values. The 

eighth panel, which was com
pleted in 2010, was designed in 
conjunction with a fourth grader 
and was constructed in memory 
of a dedicated board member. 

Most of the panels use recycled 
scrap metal, including bicycle 
parts, discarded nuts and bolts 
and scraps of perforated steel. 
The fence abuts the school's play
ground and community garden, 
and is adjacent to the community 

sidewalk. 
The final panels of the fence 

mural will be unveiled in the fall 
of 2011, at the beginning of the 
2011-2012 school year. 

For more informati"on about 
]CDS, please contact Lauri Lee, 
director of institutional advance
ment, at llee@jcdsri.org or 751-
2470. 

The Jewish Community Day 
School is a partner agency of the 

LAURA MERNOFF 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

Thank you to the generous sponsors of 
The 26th Annual JCC Charity Golf Tournament: 

Aaron Simon 
Admiral Packaging 
Alan Klitzner 
Allergy & Asthma Association 
Allied Court Reporters 
Bank RI 
Berry Plastics 
Cigar Masters 
Dana Films 
Dennis Sales Golf 
Donald Dwares 
FGX, International 
Frankie's Fruit & Chocolate 
Henkel 
I. Shalom & Co. 

Jeff Vogel 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
LGC&D (Lefkowitz, Garfinkel, Champi & 
DeRienzo P.C.) 
M&G Materials Handling Co. 
National Security 
New England Marketing 
Northwest Woolen Mills 
Peter Hacunda 
Piccerelli Gilstein & Company, LLP 
Roosevelt Investment Group 
Somerset Auto Group 
Starkweather & Shepley 
Tor-Shal Capital, LLC 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 
www.shalomri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Former Bush speechwriter speaks at PHDS dinner 

Eternal gratitude for 
life lessons learned 

B Y NOAM NEUSNER 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

IWANT TO thank Rabbi 
Scheinerman and the board 
for this honor. I have to say 
that I doubt seriously many 

of my teachers thought I would be 
standing here today as an honoree 
of this school. 

I recently took a look at my tran
script from the eighth grade. A few 
comments stood out. One teacher 

wrote: "What a disappointment." 
Another wrote: "Clearly not per

forming to potential." 
Let's just say it wasn't featured 

prominently on the family refrig
erator. 

So I want to say to my parents, 
who are here tonight, I'm sorry 
about that. Thanks for not giving 
up hope on me. Thanks for spend
ing the money on the tuition. I 
know it wasn't always easy. 

It was worth it. Let me tell you 
how. 

Back in 1976, my second-grade 
teacher, Mrs. Winograd, held a 
mock election in our class. She took 

a large cardboard box and turned 
it into a voting booth, posted two 
sheets of paper - one for Jimmy 
Carter and the other for Gerald 
Ford - and had us vote, anony
mously. 

Not surprisingly, I voted for 
Ford. Also not surprisingly, Carter 
won the class vote. 

I was crestfallen at the loss. But 
that minor disappointment led me 
to take a greater interest in politics 
and public life. 

I remember the first time a 
teacher told me I could write well. 
It was Mr. Berger, in seventh grade. 
I handed in an assignment. He read 

RABBI PERETZ SCHEINERMAN, dean of Providence Hebrew Day School (PHDS); Steven Weiner, a class
mate of Noam Neusner's at PHDS; Moshe Golden, PHDS president; and Russell Raskin, master of cer
emonies, honor Noam Neusner, center, who received the Alumnus of the Year Award on Sunday, June 
5 at the school 's Amudim dinner. At the same dinner, Marty and Elaine Saklad received the Amudim 
Award for their special service to PHDS; Herb and Gloria Spivack received the Dor L'Dor Generation to 
Generation Award; and Leeba Taitelbaum won the School Service Award. 

Rhode Island USY-ers attend 
Celebrate Israel Parade Day 

PROVIDENCE - Forty people from Providence and West Bay USY chapters attended the 
Celebrate Israel Parade Day on June 5. Temple Emanu-El sponsored the trip. The group, which 
took a bus from Providence, stopped for a quick "photo op" while walking down Fifth Avenue. 

wwwjvhri.org 

it, and handed it back, saying: "Do 
this again. You can do better." 

That left an impression. 
There were other things. The 

time on our class trip to Washing
ton, D.C. where we had to stop and 
say minhah at the Lincoln Memo
rial. 

When you're in eighth grade, 
and you're self-conscious about 
your Judaism, saying minhah at the 
Lincoln Memorial with tourists all 
around you is not on your list of 
things to do. But we did it. Because 
at this school, we were taught never 
to be afraid to be Jewish. In the 
1970s, that was still a new idea. 

I remembered that moment 
many years later when one of former 
President George W. Bush's senior 
aides was asking me to review a 
speech one more time. It was a 
Friday afternoon, and Shabbat was 
fast approaching, and I simply had 
to say: "I have to get home to be 
with my family for the Sabbath." 

She was quick to apologize and it 
was never an issue again. They used 
to say of us who observed Shab
bat: I'd rather have him 24/6 than 
anyone else 24/7. 

"Do this again. You 
can do better." 

You don't easily get the confi
dence to tell the president or his 
top aides that your Judaism always 
comes first. Someone had to show 
me how it's done. That happened at 
H ebrew Day. 

When I was a kid, this school 
was one dimension of my world. 
The JCC down the street was the 
second. Hope Street was the third. 
Three dimensions: Mind, body, 
stomach. 

But this was the center of it all. 
There was a year when a student 
one year ahead of my grade, Rafi 
Zaiman, spent nearly the entire 
school year fighting cancer. 

It was a terrible year. I remember 

my father coming home after visit
ing Rafi in the hospital, several eve
nings each week. 

And I remember the funeral, and 
seeing the students and the teach
ers. I remember in particular that 
Mrs. Sheehan was there. 

She wasn't yet my teacher, and 
as a young boy, I was always a little 
scared of her, because she was sup
posedly very tough, and she had a 
booming voice. 

But at the funeral, she was just 
like the rest of us. Tears on her 
cheeks. Rafi was one of her kids, 
too. And suddenly, Mrs. Sheehan 
wasn't so frightening anymore. At 
this school, you would see your 
teachers cry. 

As an alumnus, we joke about 
how little we had in our class
rooms. I remember we used to go 
to Wheeler School to use their ham 
radio equipment. 

Even today, kids at Hebrew Day 
don't have everything that they 
might get at a public school or a 
fancy private school. We're doing 
our part tonight to close that gap. 
But it will never be enough. 

This school does not exist to be 
a fancy private school. It exists to 
be a yeshiva, a place oflearning and 
values - not the things you own, 
but the things that never leave you. 

I'm glad that this school and the 
community that supports it know 
the difference between one ambi
tion and the other. You could do a 
lot worse than go to a school which 
teaches you what this school taught 
me. 

And for that, I'm eternally grate
ful. Tha.nk you. 

Noam Neusner, a wn'ter and com
munications strategist based in Wash
ington D. C., was a speechwriter for 

former President George W Bush. H e 
graduated from Providence H ebrew 
Day School's eighth grade in 1983. 
7his is an abbreviated version of 
his prepared remarks he gave at the 
Amudim dinner on June 5. Contact 
him at noam@30point.com. 

JUNE 22-
JULY 16 

IIOISOUDIY a Cit izens Bank 

One of the most popular 
musicals of all time! 
Features the classic hit 
"The Impossible Dream." 

BILL HANNEY 
PIUIIITS 

T!!~AlJ!E 
ttOOUCIO II OCEAN STAT! lfflATII COMPANY, INC., A NOT-fVl-PIORT 5011<1(31 OIGANIIAIION ~ 

SfJSOIIVOIIWII 111,, t11111~, \II (JOl)j82-IKIS 1"1' ()Ii m , , ,I 1 1, , 1 \\'\\'W.thPatrebythesea.c-01n 
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ZIONIST enterprise in jeopardy if a two-state solution isn't reached 
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BY ETHAN ADLEH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Several years 
ago, South County Hebrew 
School students embarked on 
a creative way to participate in 
community service projects that 
fulfill tikkun olam, repairing the 
world. 

The "Smile in a Bag" program 
invited Hebrew School families 
to collect a wide array of small 
activity items - markers, crayons, 
drawing pads, puzzles and small 
toys. An assortment of items 
and a get-well card, made by 
the Hebrew school students, are 
placed in a clear plastic bag. 

From Page 4 

Jews remain unconvinced that 
the Palestinians truly want peace, 
a substantial majority of Israelis, 
about 75 percent, are "aware that 
to preserve [Israel] as a democratic 
and Jewish nation, it is necessary 
to separate from the Palestinians 
and have a two-state solution." It 
is no longer just the left that takes 
this position, she said, as there's 
now a consensus, as shown by 
the acceptance of such a proposal 
by former prime ministers Ariel 
Sharon and Ehud Olmert, and by 
current Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

Addressing people's concerns 
about the role of Hamas after its 
reconciliation with the Fatah
led Palestinian Authority, Avital 
assured her listeners, "No one in 
Israel will negotiate with Hamas; 

they will not be part of any talks." 
Still, there is a positive side to 

the reconciliation, said Avital. 
President Mahmoud Abbas "rep
resents all the [Palestinian] people 
now." Avital interprets the recon
ciliation as a sign that Hamas is "in 
a position of weakness" because it 
"gave in to the Palestinian Author
ity." She asserted that a "majority 
of Palestinians think like Israelis;" 
in this conflict, "these are mirror 
images: what we think of them, 
they reflect back." Therefore, "if 
we learn to trust them, so will they 
trust [us]." 

But as things stand now, "Isra
el 's situation is more difficult than 
ever," Avital said. Though there are 
few, if any, successful boycotts in 
the U.S., they exist in many other 
places. She noted that "academics 
are not coming to Israel, Israelis 

are not invited [to] or are disinvited 
[from]" many places and "Israeli 
artists are told to go home." The 
Palestinians, for their part, say 
that they have been negotiating 
with Israelis since 1993, and yet all 
they have to show for it are more 
settlements. Their insistence that 
there's less and less of their land, 
coupled with the fact that more 
people want it, "makes an agree
ment more urgent." 

Without substantial progress 
toward such an agreement, the 
"name of the game is 'what will 
happen in September?'" 

All in all, Avital remains opti
mistic. She believes, she said, that 
Americans, in the Obama admin
istration, in Congress and in the 
American Jewish community have 
the power to influence the peace 
process. American Jews, she said, 

should and must do so. Leader
ship and sacrifice are necessary for 
peace. 

After her formal presentation, 
Avita! distributed materials about 
something near and dear to her 
heart, The Company for Location 
& Restitution of Holocaust Vic
tims Assets, the official Holocaust 
restitution entity in Israel. 

The nonprofit institution (www. 
hashava.org/il/eng/) only handles 
assets that were purchased in pre
state Israel; it has no connection 
with other H olocaust restitution 
efforts in other countries. 

Jonathan Stanzler, an attorney in 
private p.-actice, is a member of the 
CRC and The Jewish Voice & H er
ald's editorial board. Contact him at 
jonstanzler@cox.net. 

For the fifth 
consecutive 
year, South 
County 
Hebrew 
School 

Coilllllunity bids Yisca Shalev farewell 
d e I i v -
ered bags to 
Hasbro Chil-
dren's Hospital, which will dis
tribute them to children who are 
patients in the hospital or are in 
waiting rooms before being seen 
by hospital staff. The bags, which 
provide fun distractions, keep the 
young children from becoming 
bored or restless. 

South County Hebrew School 
is committed to its community; 
and this "Smile in a Bag" pro
gram enables students to dem
onstrate their concern for other 
children. This year, the school 
delivered 35 bags to Hasbro on 
May 3. 

Inspired by her sister who cre
ated such a program in Philadel
phia, a parent at South County 
Hebrew School initiated the pro
gram here. 

For more information about 
"Smile in a Bag" or South County 
Hebrew School, contact Ethan 
Adler, the director of the school, at 
eadler3@cox.net. 

Our Israeli emissary 
made a 

positive impact 

BY L A RHY K ATZ 

lkatz@shalomri.org 

0 N THE EVENING 
of Wednesday, June 
15, the community 
gathered at my home 

on the East Side of Providence 
to bid farewell to Yisca Shalev, 
who has served this past year as 
the g reater Rhode Island Jewish 
community's emissary from 
Israel. Her departure falls close 
on the heels of the departure of 
Leehe Ralph, who served the 
past two years as the Israeli emis
sary to Brown RISD H illel. 

People all throughout Rhode 
Island and southeastern Mas
sachusetts were full of praise for 
Shalev, who conducted classes 
and special events in most of the 
area's Jewish schools and syna-

Buying or Selling? 
Hraltor,@· for on·,· 2:{ ~ rai·, 

"Our Success Has Been Your Satisfaction" 

"Th .. Field T<"a111·· 

Sharon I\: \lid,ael Field 

. 401-741-1338 (email) fieldteam@cox.net 
. e earn .net) View virtual tours and listings at (www fi ldt 

~ 245 Baldhill Rd. 

~ Warwick, RI 02886 

gogues. Shalev set an extremely 
high bar for her successors -
(one will be annou nced later 
this summer) - especially with 
the well-received multi-media 
program for Yorn H a-Zikkaron, 
Israel's M emorial Day. She 
was the facilitator for both the 
Hebrew Plav group (newborns 
to 3-year-olds) and the Israeli 
culture club at URI Hillel, 
which attracted both Jewish 
and gentile students. She was a 
"living bridge" for participants 
in adult day progra ms at the
Jewish Seniors Agency and at the 
senior lunch sites at the JCC and 

Temple Torat Yisrael. 
After a stint this summer as a 

camp counselor in New Jersey, 
Shalev will return home to Israel, 
where her immediate plans are 
still up in the air. Although she 
holds a degree in filmmaking, 
Shalev hopes to enter a teacher 
education program; her experi
ences in the United States have 
convinced her that this is the 
career for her! 

Larry Katz is the director of edu
cational services at the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater R hode I sland. 

.--------= ....... ,..,...,....., .... ,...,., 

YISCA SHALEV 

Brown RISO Hillel contributes 
to the Celebrate Israel Parade 

W:o's portraying Brown University's Bruno the B~ar mascot? ffyou ~ecognize the baby, you mi_ght 
ssume accurately enough, that it is Marshall Einhorn, executive director of Brown RISD Hillel, 
arrying his daughter Shira. Students and alumni and their families showed their support for Israel 

by riding on Brown RISD Hillel's first-ever float in the Celebrate Israel Parade m New York City on June 5. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Torat Yisrael welcomes new Education Director, Donna Tarutz 

An abiding love fo r 
] ewish education, 
] ewish community 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

v oiceherald@shalomri.org 

AS DONNA TARUTZ 
has been involved in 
and passionate about 
Jewish education since 

she was pre-bat mitzvah age, she 
and her new position, Temple 
Torat Yisrael's education director, 
seem to be a perfect match. 

Rabbi Amy Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael describes Tarutz as 
someone who "has an impressive 
passion for Jewish education. She 
is creative, knowledgeable and 
so enthusiastic about helping our 

congregation begin a new era in 
Jewish education in Rhode Island." 

Replacing Ronni Guttin who 
had held the same position at Torat 
Yjsrael, Tarutz officially begins 
her part-time work on July 1. She 
has, however, already begun con
necting with teachers, parents and 
students, as she attended the syna
gogue's mid-June Religious School 
open house. 

After completing her H ebrew 
school education, she became a 
teacher's aide for sixth graders in 
a religious school; she later tutored 
students in Bible and Hebrew 
during her high school years. As 
a college student, she taught in 
afternoon H ebrew schools. 

Simultaneously studying at two 
universities, Tarutz holds under
graduate degrees - in Near Eastern 
and Judaic studies from Brandeis 

DONNA TARUTZ 

University and in Jewish education 
at H ebrew College. She received 
the Benjamin Trustman Award 
for General Excellence from 

Boston H ebrew College, where 
she was president of her class. She 
also was awarded a master's degree 
in Jewish communal service from 
Brandeis' Hornstein Program. 

She's most recently been con
sulting and teaching for Jewish 
communal organizations in the 
greater Boston area; come Sep
tember, in addition to her part
time work at Torat Yisrael, Tarutz 
will teach at O r Atid, a Conserva
tive synagogue in Wayland, Mass. 

Of her new position, Tarutz 
said in a phone conversation with 
The Jewish Voice & H erald from 
her home in Newton, M ass., "I am 
looking forward to working with 
Rabbi Levin, the faculty, profes
sional staff and the Torat Yisrael 
fam ily, and to creating a school in 
partnership with the community." 

Tarutz, who enjoys glass blow-

TOURNAMENT to raise funds for veterans' foundation 
From Page 9 

cal inju ries need additional sup
port; as such, the D ay of Thanks 
tournament will donate proceeds to 
the Wish For Our H eroes Founda
tion, a nonprofit that helps soldiers 

suffering from post-war emotional 
and mental scars. Trinkle hopes 
that the golf tournament, in which 
Teich may or may not play, will 
raise awareness about veterans who 
may look able-bodied, but who 

Learn to spe ak Hebrew 

like an Israe li! 
Ulpan-style Hebrew language classes 

will be offered for 2 weeks in July 

/971N 
with our Israeli friends & educators 

Simcha & S himon f e'er 

2011 Class information: 
Beginners and Advanced 

Monday-Thursday 9:45AM-12:00PM 

Two Different Intermediate Levels 
Monday-Thursday 2:00PM-4: 15PM 

Classes run July 18-July 28 

8 session class: $50 
Teachers in Alliance-affiliated schools: $25 

For more information or to register, 
please call 401 ;861 .8800 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE I SLAND 

Together, we are st ronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI I www.shalomri.org 

need emotional support. 
As of publication date, more 

than 50 individuals have signed up 
to play in the tournament; tou rna
ment sponsors hope to have 18 vet
erans playing. 

Registration begins at 11:30 
a.m., and the tournament begins at 
1 p.m. Dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. 
For more information about the 
tournament, contact Ledgemont, 
131 Brown Ave., Seekonk, Mass . 
at 508-761-6600. 

Tori H itchiner, a freelance reporter 
for The Jewish Voice & H erald, is a 
2011 graduate of the University of 
R hode Island. Contact her at tori. 
hitchiner@gmail.com. 

THE SECRETS 
TO OUR 
LONGEVITY ... 

Good old-fashioned compassionate caring 

The continual pursuit of excellence & innovation 

Experienced, loyal staff in every department 

A committed, involved Board of Directors 

Generous supporters 

... ,.,, ,, ... 

Assisted Living Residence • Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

75 East St. • Providence ·• 272.5280 ·• www.Tockwotton.org 

wwwJvhri.org 

ing and photography, feels a deep 
connection and belief in Martin 
Buber's philosophy, "I am thou." It 
is, she said, "close to my heart." 

She added, "I care about deeply 
about Jewish education and the 
community - that's what it's all 
about. I know that [Temple Torat 
Yisrael] is fo rward-thinking. I am 
eager to listen to the community 
and work closely with Rabbi Amy 
Levin, the staff and the commu
nity." 

Based on her drives to Rhode 
Island to date, she expects her 
commutes to and from Temple 
Torat Yisrael to be far easier and 
faster than the driving she has 
done for her work in and around 
Boston and its many suburbs! 

/Teich family 

BERNIE TEICH in a golf cart 
in Texas. 

Jeffrey 8. Pine 
Attomt)'Gtw"T'f11 /9'}3-1999 

• Criminal Defense 
·• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. P" E 

B1uA11. G. Gow,nJ~ 

32 1 South Main 51. • SuitcJOl 
Providence, RI• 4-01.351.8200 

Sum mil Pla,a • 23 I Old l ower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI· 401.788.9100 

WWl't',pinelaw.com 

llltAl~{M~•ffllw"tfflintfle~lll)fH1ndlilw 
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t~, recipe Vibrant Jewish Voice & Herald 
11 from Nancy Kirsch, Executive Editor 

Jewish Voice 1<> H, ld '"\.., era June 24, 2011 

ingredients 

Simchas and obituaries 
Your Patron Gift! 
Please donate as generously as you 
can, so that The Jewish Voice & Herald 
can continue to satisfy your appetite 

Columns and letters to the editor 
Calendar 
Local news and feature stories 
National and international news 

for Jewish news. 
A rnulti-ingredient, tasty product 

Please ~ake your tax-deductible 
donation securely online at 

www.JVHRl.org, 
or by check, made out to -

The Jewish Voice & Herald 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, R.I. 02906 

All donations are tax deductible. 

The folks at The .Jewish Voice & Herald are always cooking up new 
ways to keep the paper a rich and rewarding read, with offerings 
from diverse columnists, grateful or grousing letters to the editor, 
~vent-packed calendars, local arid international news and much more. 
Read~rs find valuable information on many goods and services, and 

m~httain a consist,nt connection to tl)e Jewish co111munity. 
"It's a great newspaper that keeps me connected to Rhode 

lslan~ ..• wonderful job," wrot~ o!le reade~ who ha~ since moved to 
. Florida. Another reader wrot~, "I have been awed by [the paper's] 

accomplishmerits ... we all recognize its benefits." 
_If you, too, va_lue The Jewish Voice & Herald, a multi-faceted paper, 

packed each issue with sweet and savory ingredients, please do your 

part to add to the mix. Make a donation today! 
l-,.)n:,um ., bi-weekly s 20,000 Jews in Greater R.I. 

Thank you 
Nancy Kirsch, a/k/a "the chef" 

wwwJvhri.org 
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THE "HEBREW HABANEROS," Epoch of Providence's team, receive their award for " Team Spirit .· 

COOK-OFF inspires culinary creations 
From Page 1 

variety of chili recipes with ingre
dients that ranged from habafiero 
peppers and chocolate to crumbled 
gingersnap cookies. 

Providence Mayor Angel 
Taveras and U.S. Representative 
David Cicilline stopped by to 
taste the chili and to shmooze with 
the crowd. Children enjoyed a 
special appearance by "Paws," the 
PawSox mascot, who was spotted 
throughout the day playing in 

the inflatable obstacle course 
and helping chili cook-off teams 
distribute their fare. 

Local bands New Outlaws, Jelly 
Roll Soul and Metro Soul pro
vided the soundtrack for the day 
playing a variety of rock, soul and 
country music. 

Gt.TTINC DOWN TO BUSINESS 

As she did last year, D eb Blazer, 
of Accounting for Taste, gener
ously donated all the glatt kosher 

meat used to make the chili. Other 
top sponsors included Berger 
Recycling, Ameriprise Financial, 
Home & H ospice Care of Rhode 
Island, Rock Spot Climbing and 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Bethany Sutton, co-chair of 
the event, announced the winners 
from the main stage. 

The award for "Best Kosher 
Chili" went to Jewish Commu
nity D ay School's team, "JCDSRI 

AftRT 25 ynm, ('bpf \Valtn is 1·pt,iri11g his 
nam<' to nsP his family IHUUP: Pok11za 

Walter's Ristorante 
is now Potenza' s! 

■ FP,tturi 11g al F res<"o Di II i ug! · 
■ Ne\\' Spring ,tflll S1un111Pr l\k1111! 
■ NPw small platl' ba.r i\Ieuu 
■ NPw ('<'I iae IIIPIIII 
■ NPw wiut' li st. 

286 Atw<'l1s AvNrnP •ProvideneP, RI 
401- 273-2652 • www.ell<'fwaJtRr.eom 

wwwJvhri.org 
r 10.111fvtwwvv 

FOOD 

/ Bria n Sulliva n 

"TEAM NERC," from the New England Rabbinical College, prepare 
samples of both chili and antacids to offer to the crowd. 

Zero Trans Fat Cooking 
Breakfast Served All Day 
Daily Lunch Specials 
Open 7 Days VISA ~ 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·11 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition fo r over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

-



FOOD 

/Brian Sullivan 

CHILI WASN'T THE ONLY FOOD available; these girls make 
cotton candy at the concessions tent . 

CHILI contest raises cold cash 
From Page 16 

Pre-K through 5-Alarm Chili 
Champs." Second place went to 
Camp JORJ's "Jammin' JORI
Peiios," and in third place was 
Accounting for Taste's team, "Silly 
Chili's ." The winner of Audience 
Favorite went to Touro Syna
gogue's team, "El Touros" and the 
Team Spirit award went to Epoch 
of Providence's "H ebrew H aba
flero's." 

Wales University comprised this 
year's panel of judges. 

Meredith Sine!, event co-chai r, 
told the crowd, "We cannot thank 
you enough for coming to this 
event, and we can't wait to see you 
again next year." 

Although final totals haven't 
been calculated yet, the Second 
Annual Kosher Chili Cook-Off 
raised close to $6,000 just in 
entrance fees and food and beer 
sales. 

Fire up your Blackberrys and 
iPads to save the date: The Third 
Annual Rhode Island Kosher Chili 
Cook-Off is scheduled for Sunday, 
June 10, 2012. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate far the Jewish Alliance. 

Jewish Voice c5tHerald June 24, 2011 PAGE 17 

CAMP JORI ' S TEAM , "Jammin ' JORl-penos, are named the second place winners. 
/ Brian Sullivan 

/Nancy Kirsch 

Chef Frank Terranova from 
Johnson & Wales University, Chef 
Nemo Bolin of Cook & Brown 
Public House in Providence, Chef 
W alter Potenza of W alter's Ris
torante d'ltalia in Providence, 
Ann Marie BouthilJette of Black
bird Farm in Smithfield and Karl 
Guggenmos, university dean of 
culinary education at Johnson & A list of all the sponsors appears in 

the thank you ad below. EVERY CONTEST NEEDS judges. This dedicated group tasted chili samples all afternoon. 

Thank you to everyone that came out to support the 
Second Annual Rhode Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off! 

And a very special thank· you to our sponsors: 

J 
SECOND ANNUAL 

KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 
JUNE 5, 2011 
3 SIVAN 5771 

Accounting for Taste 
Personalized Kosher Catering 

Adler Pollock & Sheehan P.C. 
Admiral Packaging 
Ameriprise Financial 
Andy Matt, Mortgage Master, Inc. 

#2277 Equal Housing Lender 
Arrow Gas 
Berger Recycling 
Buy-Rite Equipment 
Children's Healthcare, Inc. 
Dan Gamm 
Eastside Marketplace 
Elise Pansey/C21 Butterman & Kryston 
Gold Events 
Home & Hospice Care 
Jeff Calista-"A Little Bit of Everything" 

wwwJvhri.org 

Jesse Kenner of MetLife Home Loans 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
Kitchen Guys 
Libman & Associates 
McLaughlin & Moran, Inc. 
NE Fire & Safety 
O'Rourke Insurance Agency 
PawSox 
Providence Bruins 
Richard Suls Computer Consultant 
Rock Spot Climbing 
Shalom Memorial Chapel 
Snyder Market Research 
The Yarn Outlet 
Three Sisters 
Two Jerks Pub & Grill 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

www.shalomri.org 

• 
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It takes a village 

1he Mothers Circle 
graduates third class 

B Y ANCY K111sc 11 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The expres
sion , "It takes a village to raise a 
chi ld ," may be equally applicable 
to the mothers who participate in 
The Mothers Ci rcle, a program 
for non-Jewish women rai sing 
Jewish chi ldren. 

Nancy Kirsch 

"We've started 
some traditions that 

we wouldn't have 
done before." 

Mary Beth Schneider, a grad
uate of The Mothers Circle first 
class, spoke to this year's gradu
ates, "I was raised in a very closed 
environment, so I had a lot to 
learn when I got married ." Sev
eral years later, she now feels 
so comfortable about Jewish 
holidays that, she said , "Often 
my [Catholic] family celebrates 
Passove r with us." 

At their final session on 
Sunday, June 5, Kit Haspel, the 
"mother" of The Mothers Circle 
in g reater Rhode I sland, thanked 
the many individuals who con
tributed to the program thi s 
year - Diane Cerep and Nicole 
Katzman of the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island , 
Rabbis Andrew Klein, Amy 
Levin, Sarah Mack, Joel Seltzer 
and E lyse Wechterman, Cantor 
Judith Seplowin and greater 
Rhode Island's Israeli emissary 
Yisca Shalev. 

ELLEN HUIE, JEN SHERER, KIT HASPEL, SAMANTHA MORSE and JULIE FRESHMAN at The Mothers' 
Circle June S closing ceremony. Other members of this year's Mothers Circle, Jill Bodoff, 

Laura Cohan, Sonig Schiller and Cynthia Sparr, are not pictured. 

This year's class of eight 
women plans to continue to build 
on their connections and their 
study: They've for med a book 
group that will focus, they sa id , 
on Jewish books. 

Next yea r, H aspel will intro
duce a fourth group of non
Jewish women to The Mothers 
Circle. 

On a gloriously sunny Sunday 
afternoon, fami lies gathered at 
Temple Beth-El in P rovidence 
to celebrate the completion of 
the third class yea r. While high
school students Mimi Kirsch 
and Samantha Rich entertai ned 
the little ones with games, cray
ons and activities, parents from 
this year's class chatted with one 
another and with graduates from 
previous classes. 

Jul ie Freshman, the mother of 
two young daughters, welcomed 
the opportunity to learn more 

about Judaism. "I feel much more 
comfortable now; we've started 
some traditions that we wouldn't 
have done before." 

Which traditions? 
Saying the Shema at bedtime 

with the girls and eating challah 
as part of Friday night dinner, 
Freshman said. 

With very elderly in-laws , 
Samantha M orse expects that 
she and her husband will soon 
assume responsibility for holiday 
celebrations. "It's a wonderful 
group of women and Kit has been 
a wonderful leader," she said. 

Sd_hv 
BLOCKISLAN 

Morse, the mother of three 
children , says The Mothers 
Circle meetings offer a chance 
to "exerci se my brain, as a stay
at-home mom." The girls "look 
forward to celebrating Shabbat," 
said Morse, "and it 's nice to see 
them enjoy [it] and tell their 
friends [about it]." 

Morse's husband, Dr. Mark 
Brody, believes her experiences 
with The M others Circle have 
added "richness to her experience 
at Passover and Hanukkah." 

H aspel spoke briefly before 
giving each graduate a copy of 

GET THERE FAST on our HIGH-SPEED FERRY 
ONLY 30'! MINUTES TO BLOCK ISLAND 

~ ,Jr , 

wwwjvhri.org 

"The Children's Jewish H oliday 
Kitchen" by Joan Nathan and a 
certifi cate designed by M erav 
Minkin which includes Rashi's 
message, "One who rears hi s 
child to be righteous is like an 
immortal" and a note of appre
ciation thanking them fo r all 
they do to raise Jewish children. 
Acknowledging the ceremony's 
timeliness , she said that Shavu'ot 
is often a time when Jews ma rk a 
completion of study. 

"The Mothers Circle is a labor 
of love for me; it's the most sat
isfying part of my professional 
life," she said . 

For more information about 
1he Mothers Circle or to enroll 
fo r next year, contact Kit Haspel 
at khaspel@shalom ri.org or 331-
0956, ext. 184. 

1he M others Circle, a program 
of the Jewish Outreach Institute, is 
generously funded in Rhode Island 
through a grant from the Bertram 
and Helene Bernhardt Foundation 
and an allocation from the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

A neat graduation for NEAT girls 
MAUREEN SHEEHAN, standing, left, TICHYEH SCHOCHET and 
RABBI PERETZ SCHEINERMAN, CHUMY LEHV, sitting, left, 
ROCHEL ZIELINSKI and ESTHER MANYA SALVAY celebrate at 
NEAT's graduation on June 5. NEAT graduate Simcha Capach is 
not pictured. Lehv, Zielinski and Salvay will attend their first 
year of college studying in seminary in Israel before studying at 
universities in the New York area. Salvay was the class speaker 
at graduation and Lehv served as the head of the student 
council. 
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Getting gleeful about Glee Gum 
Entrepreneurial 

spirit takes Deborah 
Schimberg to 

Guatemala and back 

BY NA NCY KmscH 
nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE Deborah 
Schimberg has an entrepreneurial 
streak with an emphasis on 
tikkun olam, healing the world: 
From helping establish Southside 
Community Land Trust 30 years 

ago in South Providence to 
more recently helping found the 
International Charter School in 
Pawtucket, she's committed to 

making positive changes. 
Schimberg is no stranger to 

change. Within days of receiving 
a grant from the Kellogg National 
Leadership Development 
Program, she packed up her 
family - husband and three 
children, including a two-month
old infant - to live temporarily 
in Guatemala. The three-year 
fel1owship allowed her to do what 

ENmEPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

she 
had never done before - take a 
business idea from creation to 
implementation. 

In Guatemela, she discov-

-ARBONNE. 

~;foryourp~rsonal showin:J 
- please coim,ct: 

Susan Cohee 
401-294-4550 ', h- 1 ,, 1/J 
s.cohenrO)worthcollP,c t 1cr 

Show Dates: 
July 21 - August 1 

~Al. l. 20 11 fvVQI\TI I NY.CU M 
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Lauri Lee 

40 1 -450-4230 
fridovich@gmail .com 
http://laurilee.myarbonne.com 

ered "chicle," Spanish for "gum," 
and became intrigued. "I hadn't 
thought about where gum comes 
from." 

In those days, said Schimberg, 
Ben & Jerry created Rainforest 
Crunch ice cream, which helped 
people in Brazil earn a living by 
harvesting the Brazil nuts for the 
ice cream, and Body Shoppe, a 
cosmetics and skin care company 
advocated "fiair trade," not aid. 

Schimberg, who remained 
in Rhode Island after graduat
ing from Brown University, was 
intrigued by models that "used 
the economic power of industri
alized consumer market to help 
support communities that are 
often ecological1y fragile." 

Her "light bulb" moment came 
in Guatemala: Wouldn't it be 
great to make (an environmen
tally) green 'gum~ H a'rvesting 
the chicle doesn't hurt the tree, 
she learned, and the chicle can be 
tapped about every five years. 

DEBORAH SCHIMBERG 

After the family came back 
from Guatemala - with a block 
of chicle - Schimberg and her 
kids tried to figure out what to 
do with it, all before the Inter
net was the "go-to" resou rce. 
Realizing that she cou ldn't 
compete with big gum com
panies on volume, distribution 

or price, she found a niche in the 
novelty market with kits. Those 
kits, including a make your own 
chewing gum kit, were designed 
to connect ch ildren, said Schim-

berg, to other parts of the world 
and our natural resources. 

Today, a manufacturer in 
upstate New York produces G lee 
Gum - so named long before the 
television show, "Glee." While 
our commitment to using chicle 
for the gum is a big hassle and big 
expense, said Schimberg, "I really 
believe in the triple bottom line 
of business - profit, social value 
and va lue of preserving the envi
ronment." 

Glee Gum comes in eight d if
ferent flavors; six flavors sweet-

.. . endless/y interesting, 
unexpected/y delightful 
womens clothing, 
shoes and accessories for 
individual styling. 

Unique collections in each store 

497 Angell Street 
Providence, RI 

158 Water Street 
Stonington, CT 

24 West Main Street 
Mystic, CT -Visit cladln.com for directions, designers & ho 

wwwjvhri.org . ' ,, 

ened with cane syrup and rice 
syrup are peppermint, tangerine, 
cinnamon, spearmint, triple berry 
and bubblegum. Two other fl a
vors, both sugar-free, are refresh
mint and lemon-lime. 

Glee Gum is available at Whole 
Foods, Dave's Marketplace and 
some local coffee shops. To find the 
nearest source of Glee Gum, visit 
www.gleegum.com. 

7his is one of an occasional sen·es of 
articles in The Jewish Voice & Herald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers. 

I 
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Susan Cohen offers 
couture-inspired clothing line 

Service is paramount 
for wardrobe consultant 

Bv SUSAN Cm1EN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

WICKFORD - Yes, dreams do come true. 
For the last seven years, I have been doing 
what I love, and loving what I do. In late 
June, I will preview the 2011 WORTH 
fall clothing collection in New York. As I 
have always loved fashion and design, and 
coming from an extended family of fashion 
retailers, I fee l truly blessed. 

ENTREPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

After I realized that working in retail 
environment no longer fit my busy life, I 
became a wardrobe consultant with The 
WORTH Collection. This line of Euro
pean, couture-inspired clothing spoke vol
umes to me. I held my first trunk show in 
May 2005 and have never looked back. I 
provide privacy, convenience and personal 
attention - on a one-on-one basis - to 
women who need their wardrobes to fit their 
nonstop lifestyles. 

WORTH , a 20-year-old direct sales 
company based in Manhattan, has its own 
design team and accesses the same fabric 

mills as Chanel, Prada, Gucci, etc. With
out brick and mortar stores and advertising 
expenses, WORTH is a great value. The 
luxurious line consists of fashion-forward, 
yet timeless and elegant pieces. The atten
tion to detail reminds me of couturiers' 
clothing that I saw when window-shopping 
on Madison Avenue as a little girl. 

Customer service is the cornerstone of the 
WORTH experience. My clients trust and 
value my fashion sense and good taste. They 
know I take their selections personally, and 
I delight in hearing about the compliments 
they receive when wearing WORTH. As we 
laugh about undergarments, heel heights, 
etc., we select those pieces that best enhance 
their body type, and make them feel confi
dent, appropriate and fabulous. 

I maintain meticulous records and archive 
shopping histories through a database that 
helps build wardrobes and avoid duplica
tion. I am very careful to not sell the same 
outfit to clients in similar social or profes
sional circles. My clients range from those 
still car-pooling to busy legal and financial 
professionals and those retired and enjoying 
their travel and leisure. 

Visibility is my greatest challenge. A new 
client, commenting that I was the "best-kept 
secret in Rhode Island," was thrilled to find 
me. I would love to expand my business with 
an associate who loves clothes and is active 
and connected in the community. 

Let's talk! 

WOMEN IN BUSINESS 

SUSAN COHEN 

Cohen will show the fall 2011 line in her 
home from July 21 - Aug 1. N ew clients 
who mention this article when booking their 
appointment will receive a 10 percent discount 
on one article of clothing or accessory. Contact 
Cohen al 294-4550, 575-1610, styletosuit@ 

gmail.com or scohen@worthcollection.com. Visit 
www.worthny.com. 

1his is one of an occasional series of articles 
in The Jewish Voice & Herald about businesses, 
some of which are advertisers. 

Local artist incorporates anthropology into her art 
A challenging, yet 

fascinating, journey 

Bv MIRI AM T1NBERG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET - Deborah Goldhaft, who 
does custom architectural art at Fire and Ice 
Studio, her Pawtucket studio, describes her 
art as unique. 

In fact, she didn't major in art in college, 
but rather anthropology. Goldhaft intri
cately adds anthropological themes, aborigi
nal cave art images, as well as newer work 
that incorporates the four elements (Earth, 
air, fire and water) into much of the art she 
does. In addition, with an interest in re-use 
and sustainability, she said, "I reuse as much 
glass as possible ... and I've been involved in 
sustainability for [more than] 35 years." 

ENTREPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

Though not a formally trained artist, the 
dynamic Goldhaft has created an entire 
business around her art. Goldhaft began 
experimenting with art glass when she 
apprenticed in hot glass blowing in Ade
laide, Australia. Then, in the early 1980s, 
she moved to Seattle, W ash., where she did 
production glass blowing and took a week
end workshop in sandblast techniques at 
Pratt Fine Art Studio. She then set up an 
etched glass studio on her own on Vashon 
Island, Wash. 

Goldhaft knows the difficulties that come 
with being an entrepreneur. 

"The main difficulty I've had is market-

DEBORAH GOLDHAFT in her studio 

ing myself well while managing to maintain 
my studio." Earning name recognition is 
another challenge, although she was begin
ning to develop a steady stream of business 
when the market crashed in 2008. Within 
the last six months, business has picked up 
again, especially in the Boston, New York 
and Philadelphia markets. 

Yet, for all of her difficulties, she has 
found great pleasure in not only making 

the art but also doing the steps beforehand, 
such as creating images and designs that 
will eventually go onto the glass. Goldhaft 
has also experimented with different themes 
and subjects, trying to find her niche. She 
explored creating Judaica, although Judaic 
motifs did not generally work well for her 
personal expression. 

Although she no longer incorporates 
Jewish themes into her art, she calls her 

wwwjvhri.org 

"1 reuse as 
much glass 

as possible ... 
and l 've been 

involved in 
sustainability 

for [more 
than] 35 
years." 

connection to Judaism 
very strong. When she 
was younger, she was 
involved in Young Judaea, 
a youth movement bring
ing together Jewish youth 
from around the world. 
She still remembers that, 
"When I was young, I 
wanted to study Torah ... 
but couldn't at that time, 
because I was a girl." 

For more information 
about Fire and Ice, contact 383-8691 or visit 
www:.fireiceglass.com. 

1his is one of an occasional sen'es of articles 
in The Jewish Voice & H erald about businesses, 
some of which are advertisers. 

Miriam Tinberg, a sophomore at the Univer
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, occasionally 
writes far 1be Jewish Voice & Herald. Contact 
her at mtinberg@student.umass.edu. 
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Lee sells Arhonne's 
skin care products 

Making a business out of a principle 

Company's values 
correspond to 
Jewish values 

BY LAURI LEE 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald T OSE OF YOU in 
ur Jewish community 
ay know me first as 

Jewish Community 
Day School's departing director of 
institutional advancement, but I am 
also an independent consultant with 
Arbonne, which manufactures skin 
care products, cosmetics and health 
and wellness products. 

Arbonne's products are botani
cally-based and never use mineral 
oil, chemical dyes or fragrances, 
animal products or by-products. 
Everything is pH-neutral and der
matologist-tested. 

ENmEPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

The products initially attracted 
me, but it is the people who have 
kept me in the business: Arbonne 
consultants are some of the most 
considerate, caring leaders I have 
ever had the pleasure of working 
with. One of my favorite aspects of 
this business is that it allows me to 
meet and help lots of people. As I 
can also devote as much or as little 
time to it, it fits very well into the 
nooks and crannies of my full life. 
Arbonne allows me to supplement 
my family's income with a small 
time commitment. 

I believe that women make the 
best entrepreneurs; we are excellent 
time managers and problem-solvers. 
I sometimes find that women don't 
always have the self-confidence 
and self-belief to try new things. 
Arbonne gave me that gift, one that 
I hope to share with all who join my 

~ 

lit..-,, 
ARBONNE® 
INTERNATIONAL 

team. I am always looking for people 
who have not yet found everything 
they are looking for; Arbonne is 
truly a vehicle for accomplishing 
great things. 

Arbonne's commitment to using 
sustainably grown botanicals and 
using recycled/recyclable packag
ing supports the concept of shom'rei 
adomah, Earth stewardship. As we 
never test on animals or use prod
ucts harvested from animals, we 
also observe tza'ar ba'alei hayyim, the 

LAURI LEE 

prohibition against causing animals 
any unnecessary pain. All our nutri
tional products are vegan, and many 
are certified as kosher. 

Arbonne has a tremendous com
mitment to the community, in the 
same way that most of us practice 
tzedakah; every year, our corporate 
office donates at least $200,000 to 
the American Red Cross and the 
Sojourner Center and hundreds of 
thousands of products to Operation 
Homefront. Too, many Arbonne 
independent consultants have estab
lished their own foundations to give 
some of their income to charities of 
their choosing. 

My Arbonne business will soon 
grow to the point where it will be my 
sole source of income. I will become 
a vice president with the company, 
helping others to grow and achieve 
their dreams. 

For more informat-£on about Lauri 
Lee's Arbonne business, contact her 
at 450-4230 or visit http:lllaurilee. 
myarbonne.com. 

1his is one of an occasional series of 
articles in 1he Jewish Voice & H erald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers. 

Senior Care Concepts 
fills an unmet need 

BY TORI HITCIIINER 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

EAST GREENWICH - A love 
of family led Jenny Miller to 
create a business helping other 
people's familie s. 

Miller, who started her 
geriatric care management 
business , Senior Care Concepts, 
in 2006, was driven by passion 
to help the aging population and 
their relatives. 

ENmEPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

"My grandma [of blessed 
memory] is my inspiration," said 
Miller. "She taught me that you 
have to care for your elders, so 
we lived that." Caring for her 
grandparents, she said, gave her 
the ability to empathize with her 
clients. "I've been there, and I 
understand. I know what they're 
going through." 

Miller, who holds a master's 
degree of social work and 
gerontology from Boston 
University, has worked in the 
elder ca re field for more than 
15 years. She started her own 
business after noticing that 
the elderly were not receiving 
enough options or flexibility for 
their care and assistance. "I want 
to give seniors a lot of choices, 
and saw that there weren't many 
out there," she said. 

Growing up with parents and 
grandparents who were business 
owners, the Rhode Island native 
said, "I saw [their] hard work and 
dedication." 

Silverman 
··.:·-. McGovern 

• -. STAFFING & RECIIUITIHG • • ••••• • • ••• • 
Administrative· Creative · Marketing 
Staffing and Recruiting Specialists 

401.632.0580 
Faye@SilvermanMcGovern.com 

• • • 
Faye L. Silverman 
Managing Partner 

•• "Connecting • Great People with 
Great Companies" 

www.silvermanmcgovern.com 
284 W. Exchange St. Providence, RI 02903 (J 
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JENNY MILLER 

She and her associates work 
directly with those who need 

"l feel satisfied and 
happy with my 

day. l like the work 
that l'm doing." 

the services, as well as their 
family members and care givers. 
There is no pre-set program 
for assistance; everything is 
individualized and tailored to 
the person who needs it. Miller 
provides long-term health ca re 

planning and helping people 
find ways to meet their day-to
day needs. "We connect seniors 
to their needs," she said, while 
working to alleviate feelings 
of stress and overload that are 
frequent for many seniors or 
their family members. 

She attributes Senior Care 
Concepts' strength to her client
centric focus. '·It's understanding 
the individual you're working 
with; if we succeed, it's because 
we listened ," Miller said. 

Her peers have recognized 
Miller's hard work, as well. 
On June 22, she received the 
2011 Social Worker of the Year 
Award in Aging by the Rhode 
Island Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers. 

"I go to bed feeling satisfied 
and happy with my day. I like the 
work that I'm doing." 

For those considering starting 
a business, she said, "If you want 
to do it, do it. If you have passion, 
a vision and support, you can do 
anything." 

Contact j enny Miller at 398-
7655 or visit Senior Care Concepts 
at www.seniorcareconceptsinc.com. 

Tori Hitchiner, a 2011 graduate 
of the University of Rhode Island, 
is a freelance writer for 1he Jewish 
Voice & H erald. Contact her at 
tori.hitchiner@gmail.com . 

7his is one o.f an occasional sen'es of 
articles in 1he Jewish Voice & H erald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers. 
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NAUGHTON MSOC!ATES 

A long life may 
mean needjng care 

and assjstance 
for a long tjme. 

Someday you may need some help or assistance . 

Whether it's at home, a nursing facil ity, or the 

hospital , if it has to do with care for seniors, we 

do it. And we do it with a commitment to your 

independence. 

Phone: 751.9660 ◊ Web: cathleennaughtonassoc .com 
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So many authors, so 
little time 

Robin Kall Homonojf 
riffs about 

'Reading with Robin' 
Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

EAST GREENWICH - Robin 
Kall H omonoff interviews authors 
on her Saturday morning talk show, 
Reading with Robin, on WHJJ, 
from 7 - 8 a.m., which first aired in 
November 2002. G iven that, The 
Jewish Voice & H erald turned the 
tables and interviewed her. 

ENmEPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

Q How did your love of reading 
become a business? 

A: When I first started tuning 
into talk radio in Rhode Island, 
I was hooked. [After being a 
caller on the John DePetro show], 
I was invited as a guest host 
and then a weekly contributor. 
I got the idea that I'd like to host 
my own show .... focusing on books, 
reading and authors. 

Q Describe the intermarriage 
of your fundraising activities with 
your show. 

A: I can use my microphone to 
fundraise and educate for breast 
cancer awareness. Each fall, I host 
several authors to kick off Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month in Octo
ber. Our team, Walking with Robin, 
for the annual Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk-a-thon, 
has walked for the past eight years 
and we'll be there again on Oct. 30. 
We have raised so much money and 
so much awareness - I hope some
day we can eradicate this disease. 
[Carol Kall, Homonoff's mother, 
died in April 1997 of breast cancer.] 

The authors' events always get 
good attendance; we've had great 
authors - Jane Green, Alice Hoff
man, Tom Perrotta, Jodi Picoult 
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ROBIN KALL HOMONOFF 

and Jennifer Weiner., 
We've also done fundraising for 

literary causes, the Rhode Island 
Society for the Prevention of Cru
elty to Animals and the Jewish 
community, causes important to my 
listeners and me. 

Q How has Reading with 
Robin evolved? 

A: The basic essence hasn't 
changed. I read what I love and 
I share that with my audience. I 
mostly cover women's fiction and 
young adult books. 

Q Biggest challenges? Biggest 
disappointments? 

A: There are only so many authors 
I can interview with one Satur
day morning hour, so I sometimes 
tape interviews to post to my Web 
site (www.readingwithrobin.com). 
I have definitely gotten better at 
saying "no" - I can't fulfill all the 
requests I get. 

As for disappointments... Tina 
Fey was too busy to chat. 

Q Have Jewish values influ
enced your work? 

A: The values I was raised with 
filter into everything I do. My 
mother, of blessed memory, and I 
shared our love of reading, and I've 
passed that down to my children. I 
live my Jewish values by the fund
raising I've done with the show. 

Visit www.readingwithrobin.com. 

1his is one of an occasional sen·es of 
articles in The Jewish Voice & H erald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers and some are not. 
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WOMEN IN BUSINESS 

Parenteau finds strength in mentors, 
relative 's resilience 

Designer helps create 
warm and 

inviting spaces 

Bv R EBECCA GARGANESE 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

F NDING YOUR 
niche in today's econ
omy is no small feat, 
but Michelle Parenteau 

is living proof that it is possible. 
Parenteau is the owner-operator 
of Michelle Lee designs, a com
mercial and residential interior 
design company. 

A Cranston native, she studied 
fashion marketing and visual mer
chandising at the Art Institute in 
Florida. When she returned home 
to Rhode Island, she put her 
degree to use working on displays 
for both Macy's and Filenes. She 
later worked for Swarovski doing 
textile design. 

"lt's easy to 
make the wrong 

decisions." 

After achieving some profes
sional success, she married and 
began having children. As a stay
at-home mom, Parenteau wanted 
to put her creativity to work. 
With encouragement from some 
friends, she began her own busi
ness. "It all started with a friend 's 
house. I did a few rooms for one 
friend and then she recommended 

MICHELLE PARENTEAU 

me to the next; it was sort of slow 
going at first." 

It wasn't easy to break irito the 
industry, she said. "It is mostly 
a man's industry, some of [ the 
men] would give me a hard time 

ENrnEPRENEUR. 

PROFILE 

and make [unproductive] com
ments," she said. "I had a painter 
once tell me that I couldn't handle 
the commercial world and should 
stick to the housewives." 

Despite the initial struggle, 
Parenteau was able to work her 
way into the industry thanks to 
some friend ly mentors. "I was 
lucky to have friends to mentor 
me and give me helpful advice 
along the way," she said. "It's easy 
to make the wrong decisions, 
especially when you're new at 
something. I think it's important 
to have a mentor." 

Parenteau becomes as clo~e as 
family to her clients which allows 
her to help them make the best 
choices for their home or busi
ness. Of her style, she said, "I like 
to make spaces that are livable, 
warm and inviting spaces. I try 
to integrate my style with theirs. 
I don't just put all my ideas in 
someone else's space; I'm not the 
one that's going to live there." 

In addition to her business, 
she's also involved with several 
other community service projects. 

The mother of three young boys 
who sometimes tag along on the 
job, she said, "Sometimes I do too 
much. It's hard for me to say no." 

Parenteau attributes her suc
cess, at least in part, to her faith 
and her upbringing. "I think my 
faith plays a huge role [in my suc
cess]. I think because I am Jewish 
I have this drive to succeed." Par
enteau's grandmother, who had to 
flee Hitler's Germany, had "such 
a strong will to survive. I learned 
that from her." Having a support
ive family helps, too, she said. 

Rebecca Garganese was an intern.. 
for The Jewish Voice & H erald. She 
is a 2011 graduate oJURI. Contact 
her at rebeccarmgarganese@gmail. 
com. 

For more information about 
M ichelle L ee Designs: 954-2065, 
info@michelleleedesigns.com or 
www.michelleleedesigns.com 

This is one of an occasional series of 
articles in The Jewish Voice & H erald 
about businesses. some of which are 
advertisers and some are not. 

Data on women-owned businesses 
ACCORDING TO 

information from a 
recent American Express 

release, Rhode Island has an 
estimated 27,500 women-owned 
firms, employing 21,400 and 
attributing to roughly $3.4 billion 
according to American Express 
OPEN State of Women-Owned 
Business, a comprehensive report 
released earlier this spring, which 

analyzes D ecember 2010-released and 2011). 
data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. To view the full report, visit 

Nationally, the number of www.openforum.com/women. 

women-owned businesses has 
increased 50 percent since 1997. 
Rhode Island is ranked 28th (38.3 
percent) in growth of number 
of fi rms and 47th (28.3 percent) 
in growth of firm revenue over 
the past 14 years (between 1997 
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<> Rhode Island 's #1 Wig Resource for over 45 yca ,-s ,, 

Alwilys Complimentilry Teil ilnd Cookies! 

Tiffany Place 936 Reservoir Ave., Cranston, RI • 401 -944-9878 
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Wise women 
are quoted 

FROM "The Qyotable 
Jewish Woman," we offer 
these tidbits of wisdom: 

• Author Muriel Spark wrote 
in "Reality and Dreams" in 1997, 
"Everything I do is basically con
nected with my work. Every
thing." 

• Feminist artist Judy Chicago 
wrote in "Th rough the Flower" in 
1975, "We were wedded together 
on the basis of mutual work and 
goals." 

• "Laziness may appear attrac
tive, but work gives satisfaction," 
wrote Anne Frank, "The Diary of 
a Young Gi rl ," 1947. 

"The Quotable Jewish Woman ," 
edited and compiled by Elaine Ber
nstein Partnow, was published by 
Jewish Lights Publishing in 2004. 
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A WIDE ASSORTMENT of lingerie is available at Ruth's. CAROL SCHWEBEL of Ruth's lingerie w ith an original store sign 

Helping women feel - and look good 
BY NANCY ABESHAUS 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

CRANSTON - Times change, 
fashions change. But when buying 
bras, comfort and fit remain 
paramount. For more than half 
a century, this has been the guid
ing philosophy at Ruth's Lingerie 
in Cranston. Carol Schwebel, 
proprietor of Ruth 's since 1995, 
has expanded the business while 
remaining dedicated to a key busi
ness tenet she learned from her 
mother: customer service. Schwebel 
is the daughter of Ruth Lubinsky, 
of blessed memory, who founded 
Ruth's on Rolfe Street in Cranston 
in 1954. 

ENrnEPRENEUR 
PROFILE 

In 1996, Schwebel was married 
and living in Ohio when her world 
turned upside down. "My husband 
died and I was a widow at 49 -
with two children in college," said 
Schwebel. "I thought of my mother 
[who died in 1995)." Flash back to 
Rhode Island when Schwebel was 
19 and a sophomore in college. "My 
father died and my mother became 
a widow in her early 50s - with two 
children in college," said Schwebel. 
Fortunately for her mother, Ruth 's 
was doing well. 

Schwebel's situation in 1996 
paralleled her mother's, but for 
Schwebel's doctorate in education. 
Rather than continue teaching, 
she returned home to continue the 
business she had inherited from her 
mother. 

How did Schwebel cope with 
her husband's death? "It was com
plicated," said Schwebel, "but I had 
seen my mother do it. And she did 
it with dignity." 

To move the business forward, 
Schwebel certified Ruth's as a dura
ble medical equipment supplier. Her 
mother had been a certified mas
tectomy fitter but insurance claims 
were handled elsewhere. Today, 

Ruth 's has an entire department 
that handles insurance. Schwebel 
and some of her eight staff members 
are certified mastectomy fitters; all 
are custom bra fitters. 

Schwebel also added more fash
ionable bras at slightly higher prices 
that appeal to younger clients. "We 
have an enormous strapless collec
tion," she said. ''What you wear 
underneath your clothing can make 
or break your outfit." 

"Our primary business is the 
bra business. We have the largest 
inventory of mastectomy products 
in New England and probably 
the largest bra inventory, too." It's 
rare, she said, to find both intimate 
apparel and mastectomy products 
under the same roof. 

Is there a secret to her success? 
"We help women feel good about 
themselves," said Schwebel. "It is 
a woman's store and women feel 
comfortable talking with us about 
body image issues." 

Last summer Ruth 's Linge
rie moved to a larger space at 106 

Ulad,;~ 
Visit us at our new location 

106 Rolfe Square 

941-5155 
2 112 miles north of Gorden City 

Tues - Sat 10 a.m.- S .m. -Thurs til 7 .m. 

Rolfe Street to accommodate its 
growth. "I wouldn't be surprised if 
one day my daughter joins me," said 
Schwebel. It's only fitting. 

Anniversaries·Menopause·Birthdays·House Warming 

Visit Ruth 's Lingerie at www. 
ruthsofri.com or 941-5155. 

(J!i1so1wEzi! qljtunfs 
Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance 

writer in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

1his is one of a series of occasional 
articles about businesses in Rhode 
Island, some of which are advertisers. 
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"I like feeding 
the village." 

"I love coming to work every 
day. It gives me an incredible 

opportunity to 
do the two 

things I love 
best: be 
creative 
and eat. 

I remember 
the first night 

I opened over 34 years ago. I 
looked into the full dining 

room. It gave me a genuine 
thrill that I still feel today. 

I'm very proud of this 
wonderfully consistent 

product we've created. It's 
nice to see returning 

customers all the time. I like 
feeding the village." 

- Deborah Norman 
Restaurateur 

Rue De L'Espoir 
American Bistro Cooking 

99 Hope Street Providence, RI 
401-751-8890 

open daily breakfast, lunch, dinner 
www .therue.com 
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The Rue and Deb Norman are Rhode Island institutions 

Restaurateur satisfies 
appetites morning, 

noon and night 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - While Rue De 
L'Espoir may be Deb Norman's 
best known restaurant, she's also 
the owner/proprietor of two other 
restaurants, albeit smaller than her 
flagship location at 99 H ope St. in 
Providence: Rue Bis, at 95 South St. 
in Providence's jewelry district, and 
Baker Street Rue, at 75 Baker St., 
off Allens Avenue in Providence. 

Over the years, Norman, a 
Rhode Island resident who holds a 

"The only French 
about us is 
our name." 

B.A. in psychology, with an applied 
music minor, from the University of 
Rhode Island, also owned and later 
sold two food establishments, a 
bistro bar called Panache and an ice 
cream and coffee shop called Little 

Connies. 
Crediting her musical training as 

her source for creativity, Norman 
learned the restaurant business 
from the ground up. As a college 
student, she worked in the front 
(waitressing, bartending or hostess
ing) and the back (in the kitchen 
cooking) of many restaurants. "By 
the time my training was com
plete," she said, "I could prepare 
beef Wellington, mix a martini 
and serve it to [a customer]. I could 
also fix a reach-in refrigerator and a 
commercial dishwasher." 

After managing restaurants 
for other people, Norman took 
the plunge and opened Rue De 
L'Espoir in 1976. Despite its French 
name, which means "H ope Street," 
Norman notes one of the restau
rant's advertising tag lines, "The 
only French about us is our name." 
Initially a quiche and crepes res
taurant, it evolved and re-invented 
itself to reflect changes in culinary 
desires and demands in Rhode 
Island. Today, it serves American 
bistro cooking with a focus on fresh 
regional foods prepared with influ
ences from France, Italy and Asia. 

Norman's love of the restaurant 
business, her customers' energy and 
enthusiasm and the creativity of her 

RUE DE L'ESPOIR on Hope Street in Providence 

kitchen staff have been handsomely 
rewarded: The Rue has been fre
quently recognized and identified 
in such magazines as Bon Appe
tit, Fodor's New England, Food & 
Wine and Esquire, among others. 

While both Baker Street Rue 
and Rue Bis serve breakfast and 
lunch to dine in or carry out on 
weekdays and Baker Street Rue 
offers Sunday brunch, the Rue is 

open seven days. Norman calls it 
unusual for a "white tablecloth res
taurant" such as the Rue to serve 
all three meals - breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. The restaurant, which 
includes a bar, draws big crowds, 
Norman said, typically serving 
some 200 people on Saturday and 
400 people on Sunday for brunch. 

The indefatigably energetic 
Norman said, "I've been doing this 

business for 36 years, and I look 
forward with great pleasure to the 
next 36 years!" 

For more infonnation about the 
Rue, R ue Bis or Baker Street Rue, 
visit www.therue.com or cal! 751-
8890. 

1his is one of an occasional sen·es of 
articles in Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers. 

Opera singer offers voice instruction 
Feinstein is a 

proponent of the 
bel canto technique 

BY SHOSHANA FEINSTEIN 

Special to Ihe Voice & H erald 

B EL CANTO literally 
means "beautiful sing
ing." It is a term used 
to describe all Italian 

S'M?DfO 

DEBORAH GOLDHAFT DESIGN 
ARCHlTECTURAL ART GLASS 

COSTON &TCHED qLASS &. MIRROR 

singing, but in particular the 
light, bright quality that Italian 
opera singers use to charm audi
ences. 

As the owner and director of 
the Renaissance Music Center in 
Cranston, I offer private classes in 
voice, piano, music theory, com
position and drama coaching. 
As a proponent of the bel canto 
technique, I am able to impart 
her knowledge to my students 

WWW.FIREICEGLASS.COM 

DEBORAH@FIREICEGLASS.COM 
401.383 .8691 

545 PAWTUCKET AVENUE 
BOX #303, SUITE Cl13 
PAWTUCKET, RI 02860 

Qfttc.T 
SUMMElfSEMESTER . 

Violin.guitar and bass les5011S with Klan Xie. 
www.klanxie.net 

Please call for an audition/placeme,t 
401 -837-8416 - 401-944-3214 

www.shoshanaenterprlses.com 
shoshana.feinstein@gmall.c.om'-_ _ ,~-

- whose ages range from 6 to 60 
- no matter their genre of sing-
ing style. I tailor the individual 
needs of each student's voice in a 
creative and progressive fashion. 

I began studying voice at age 
15; after graduating from Roger 
Williams University with a 

"ltalian singing 
and true bel 

canto singing 
are extensions of 
normal speaking 

and voice 
expression." 

double major in voice and the
ater, I spent a year studying voice 
at Boston University. I also have 
studied at the Bel Canto Insti
tute. 

Bel canto emerged in the 16th 
and 17th centuries, but its roots 

SHOSHANA FEINSTEIN 

are grounded in the Middle Ages. 
It began in the singing instruc
tion that Italian masters provided 
their students. Learning to sing 
on the breath with fluidity takes 
time to master. Italian masters 
relied on a system of teaching and 
listening to their pupils. When 
the pupil created a tone or sound 

URBAN 
WENG 

heaHng tk$ign in parmnrhip with ,uztun 

Seventeen years of 
successfuJJy creating 

beautiful, harmonious and 
functional spaces! 

• Interior Design 
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wwwjvhri.org 

that was of admirable quality, 
the master would urge that pupil 
to repeat the sound until it was 
ingrained in his or her memory. 

Italian singing is very depen
dent upon Italian words, which 
often contain consonants strung 
together with vowel sounds. Ital
ian singers make full use of these 
vowels, because they allow long, 
continuous lines in singing. Ital
ian singing and true be! canto 
singing are extensions of normal 
speaking and voice expression. 
Given the popularity of Andrea 
Bocelli and other Italian sing
ing stars, be! canto will likely be 
around for quite a long time. 

In addition to teaching, I 
have recorded extensively in the 
United States and Europe, and 
released my first original CD, 
"Anam Cara," in April 1999. I 
am currently working on another 
CD, "Aria 51," of my favorite 
arias. I have performed with the 
Bel Canto Opera Company of 
Rhode Island, the Opera Com
pany of Boston and the Kaji Aso 
Institute for the Arts. 

Opera is not my only passion, I 
also sing professionally with jazz, 
rock and blues bands across the 
New England area. 

For more information about 
the R enaissance Music Center or 
Shoshana Feinstein, visit www. 
shoshanaenterprises.com, cal! 83 7-
841 or shoshanafainstein@gmail. 
com. 

1his is one of an occasional series of 
articles in Ihe Jewish Voice & Herald 
about businesses, some of which are 
advertisers. 
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Will they abandon 
UN statehood 

gambit? 

BY LESLIE SUSSER 

JERUSALEM OTA) -The pres
sure on Mahmoud Abbas to back 
down from plans to seek recogni
tion of Palestinian statehood at the 
United Nations in September is 
intensifying. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 
Squeezed by a combination of 

concerted American pressure and 
intense Israeli diplomacy, some 
top Palestinian leaders are urging 
the Palestinian Authority's (P.A.) 
president to drop his September 
plan. 

Abbas, however, says he still 
intends to go ahead with the U.N. 
move, unless key international 
players can get serious peace talks 
going before then. 

"If the Americans, the Europe
ans and Israel don't want us to go 
to the U.N., they must show me an 
alternative," he said in an interview 
on Lebanese TV on Monday, June 
20. 

PRIME MINISTER 
SALAM FAYYAD 

The P.A. president repeatedly 
has declared that he prefers nego
tiations with Israel to the U.N. 
gambit, but he insists on a negoti
ating framework with clear terms 
of reference. So far, the United 
States and others have been unable 
to produce a formula acceptable 
to both sides. At least for now, 
Abbas is saying he won't abandon 
his U.N . strategy in the absence of 
such a framework. 

But the pressure is growing. 
By far the strongest source has 

been President Obama's firm 
opposition to any Palestinian U.N. 
move. Obama's promise to veto 
any bid in the Security Council 
for Palestinian U.N. member
ship means that the best the Pal
estinians can hope for is symbolic 
recognition by the U.N. General 
Assembly, not full membership in 
the world body. And Obama has 
been exerting heavy pressure on 
the Europeans to oppose the Pal
estinians' recognition push. 

Obama's position has been rein
forced by several congressional ini
tiatives. In December, Congress 
passed a resolution "condemning 
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Pressure mounts on Palestinians 

REP. STEVE CHABOT 

unilateral measures to declare or 
recognize a Palestinian state." 

Last week, Rep. Steve Chabot, 
the Republican chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Commit
tee's Middle East subcommittee, 
urged the administration to with
hold U.S. contributions to the 
United Nations if it recognizes a 
Palestinian state. There is also a 
looming congressional threat to 
cut off $513 million in U.S. fund
ing for the P.A. if it goes ahead 
with plans to bring Hamas, a des
ignated terrorist group, into the 
Palestinian government. 

The specter of U.S. economic 
pressure backed by widespread 
W estern diplomatic opposition 
has been having a sobering effect 
on the Palestinians. 

A pro-Western wing of the Pal
estinian leadership, led by P.A. 
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad 
and including former Palestin
ian envoy to the U.N. Nasser al
Kidwa, is advising Abbas to drop 
the U.N. initiative mainly for the 
sake of good relations with the 
United States. 

They also fear that a U.N. reso
lution that fails to change anything 
on the ground could spark a new 
cycle of violence and retaliation, 
destroying years of state-building 
achievements, especially in the 
Palestinian economy and security 
forces. 

To soften U.S. opposition, Pal
estinian supporters of the U.N. 
gambit, like Abbas and his chief 
negotiators Saeb Erakat and Nabil 
Shaath, are proposing sending an 
accompanying letter to the U.N. 
recognizing Israel in the 1967 bor
ders and committing to resume 
negotiations immediately on a 
state-to-state basis. That, however, 
is unlikely to cut much ice. 

M eanwhile, the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry has launched a world
wide campaign against U.N. rec
ognition of a Palestinian state, 
instructing Israeli embassies 
across the globe to leave no stone 
unturned. Even in countries con
sidered lost causes, diplomats have 
been ordered to do all they can to 
turn things around. 

The aim of the intense 
Israeli diplomatic activ
ity is twofold: First, to 
prevent the Palestin
ians from winning a 
two-thirds majority in 
the 192-member Gen
eral Assembly. Then, if 
that fails, at least to win 
what Israeli officials are 
calling a "moral minor
ity" - in which most 
W estern countries, with 
their moral authority as 
democracies, vote against 
recognition of a Palestin
ian state. 

"There is no possible 
configuration in which 
Israel wins the vote," 
a senior aide to Israeli 
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu told 
JT A. "But if we can get 
that 'moral minority,' 

then the resolution will be reduced 
to nothing more than another 
U.N. anti-Israel piece of paper." 

As part of the campaign to 

win over the European democra
cies, Netanyahu has been warn
ing European leaders that a U.N. 
resolution which enshrines the 
1967 borders will kill off the peace 
process. 

"The lsrae1i 
Foreign Ministry 

has launched 
a world-wide 

campaign against 
U.N. recognition of 
a Palestinian state." 

H e argues that no Palestin
ian leader will be able to accept 
anything less, undermining the 
long-accepted principle that in any 
peace treaty the 1967 lines will 
have to be modified. 

"It will have the same effect as 
the 1948 U.N . General Assem
bly Resolution 194 had on the 
refugee issue," the Netanyahu aide 
insisted, referring to the resolu
tion that stipulated that Palestin
ian refugees wishing to return to 
home should be permitted to do 
so, and that compensation should 
be paid to those who do not. 

"Everyone understands that in 
a peace treaty Palestinian refu
gees will return to Palestine, 
not to Israel," the aide said. "But 
because of 194, you have a situa
tion in which no Palestinian leader 
is ready to say so in public." 

Israeli Foreign Minister Avig
dor Lieberman goes further. In a 
mid-June meeting in Jerusalem 
with Catherine Ashton, the Euro
pean Union's foreign policy chief, 
he warned that if the Palestin
ians made a unilateral approach 
to the United Nations, they would 
be in violation of the Oslo agree-

WWWjvhri.org 

ments, and Israel would no longer 
consider itself bound by them. 
Lieberman was picking up on 
the opinions of several leading 
Israeli legal experts, including the 
Foreign Ministry's former legal 
adviser Alan Baker. 

Baker, who was closely involved 
with the Oslo negotiations, claims 
that by trying to get the interna
tional community to unilater-

P.A. PRESIDENT 
MAHMOUD ABBAS 

ally impose Palestinian positions 
on Israel, the Palestinians are in 
breach of the 1995 O slo interim 

agreement, which set up the Pales
tinian Authority and its presidency 
and parliament on the understand
ing that all remaining differences 
would be resolved through nego
tiations. 

"The Palestinian approach to the 
U .N. violates the interim agree
ment and, in so doing, undermines 
the legal basis of the P.A. and all 
the other Palestinian institutions, 
creating the potential for legal 
chaos," Baker told JTA. 

Israel's legal and diplomatic 
arguments have apparently struck 
a chord in some European capitals. 
Germany, Italy and the European 
Parliament have all made their 
opposition to a unilateral Palestin
ian U.N. move clear. 

Clearly, Abbas is trying to use 
the specter of September as a stick 
to get a resumption of peace talks 
on his terms. But as long as H amas 
is part of the Palestinian govern
ment, the chances of talks being 
renewed are slim. 

And unless Abbas is persuaded 
to back down at the 11th hour, the 
diplomatic battle is more likely to 
shape up over what comes next: 
Does U. N. recognition of Pales
tine isolate Israel, or does it back
fire and leave the Palestinians 
worse off than before? 

YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
WITH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 
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The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

Burman 
Architect 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
h:~RE ."l;,,RI '/~ 

. . , ... 
www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

BabD'Ambra 
!ilnal 19411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BARIBAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

__ .:.,,aa.;.:_;-.' ~ ' : . . ,,.,, It- .,., 
"ii; ... f j;;J :jitf" 
; '1 H\i11-k !.!,~'tlj~ -~ -~ , , ... ,. .... ·: .. 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

•f t I • tf I 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHfPHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, 

,·-0 '"' mJllJlN&fllrnJEWHRY NOW AVAIOBU :~:~~CY Eagle Silver Dollar,, 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BESJ Gold Coin,& Estate 
• ANTIQUES STERLING SILVER Jewelry and Silver, 

•COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSets,Coin& 
• us ANO FOREIGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

POOPI COIN BCIIINGl INC. 
Serving banks, anorne)'l,estales 
and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

- :~:o~~-~~t:1:i:~~~~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWALL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

in The Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 

tstearly@shalomri .org 
-----.-:::'\. 

iQ Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454 0900 • parnessl,!' IX netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Sui te 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You ve known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your fi nanoal story 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
S~clallzlng In Service for seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your homt. 

•Property l'M1ntenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to 

•m1nim1ze fall nsks 
•max1m1ze convenience, efficiency 

Wayne RoSfflberg 
Tel, 401 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us 11:1. Rcg. lt29694 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 119 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different I 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401.2702664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

~ 
"Professional PersoMble, Particular Painters'" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #2\JJl • MA HIC ,14S887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 · tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 



BUSINESS 

GUIDE 
BEFORE 
GOOGLE! 
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The 2010 
uide to Jewish 
Living is your 
go-to source 

for everything 
Jewish. Use 

it, rather than 
Google, when 

you need 
"anything 
Jewish." 

The Guide will be mailed 
to every known Jewish 
household in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts w ith our 
September 30,2011 issue of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
publisher of this informative 
handbook. 

Reserve early for 
premium ad placement! 

Rates: Price 
B'ack CO\ er - g lo~sy stock. 4-color ................ 1,475 
ln!i.i<lt: fronl or back co" er, 4-color ... ....... ....... 1.325 
Full page 4-color g lossy .............. IO00 
Full page 4-color ............................................. 825 
Full page spot color............. . ...... 670 
Full page b&\, ..... ...... .................................... 7KO 
Half page 4-color glossy ............................... 500 
Half page 4-color .... ................................... .450 
Half puge spot color, ..... ............... ..... ...... ....... 410 
Half page b&" , ertical or hori;tgnl.lll ............ 300 

Tricia Stearly 
401-421-4111 ext 160 
tstearly@shalomri.org 

OPEN RATES: $20 per column inch• SPECIAL RATES: $ 15 per column inch for full-year adverti sers of 
The-Jewish Voice & Herold newspaper (25 insertions). 

COLOR:4-color: Add $150 • SPORT COLOR: Add $110 
MECHANICAL INFORMATION: 1 column width 2.25 " • 2 column width 4.625" 

Ad Deadline August 22, 2011 • Publication date September 30, 2011 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

CLASSIFIEDS 
MATH TUTOR 

AVAILABLE 
Math tutor, proven results 
East Side/Oakhill. 35 years 
experience, Algebra I and 
II , S.A.T. preparation and 
remediation. Call 751-4848. 

10,000 
MASSAGES 

Since 1993. You 're in good 
hands. "Best of Boston" 
massage therapist offering 
blend of Deep Tissue, Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Reiki to relieve 
and rehab chronic pain, new 
conditions and just plain relax. 
For appointment, call Cathryn 
Moskow, 808c0837 at 145 
Waterman St, East Side. 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
Contact 

Tricia Stearly: 
tstearly@shalomri.org, or 

call 421-4111, ext. 160 

INSURANCE OPTICAL SHOP SALON SERVICES 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401 -751 -2990 JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gma,1.a,m 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wffh other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence • 401-331-4888 
--------------- ~~-~-----------~ ···························· ········· ·· ·-····························· 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

The JEWISH Vo1CE & HERArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401 -421 -4111 , ext 160-email: tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Jewish children 
were resilient 

IN THE 1920s and 1930s, 
Brooklyn was a complex 
tapestry of ethnic neigh
borhoods, all striving to 

survive and maintain some sense 
of identity. Each territory had its 
distinctive places of worship, its 
street-based holidays and carni
vals, and its ethnically oriented 
food stores providing character 
(and aroma) to its neighborhood. 

It was a congested place for 
Jews, Italians, 
Germans and 
other immi-
grant groups, an 
impoverished yet 
congenial terri
tory of great cul
tural diversity. 

The neighbor
ing borough of 
Qyeens, on the 
other hand, was 
a verdant para

dise with only two kinds of neigh
borhoods: those enclaves that 
wished to expel their Jews, and 
those that would bar their entry. 
It was said that an adult, knowl
edgeable in the ways of Brooklyn, 
could wander blindfolded down 
any residential street and identify 
its ethnicity solely by its noises, 
accents and ambient kitchen 
smells. 

Brooklyn, in those economi
cally troubled decades, presented 
a contradictory mixture: a passion 
to assimilate, to learn the ways 
of the majority; and yet, simul
taneously, a yearning to retain 
those traces of old-world unique
ness and distinctiveness that gave 
luster and identity to each immi
grant group. 

Though there was no visible 
competition between the various 

Gregory's 
~ 
i~~~~ Optical 
~ 

Unique and Vintage Frames 
Oliver Peoples j. F Rey 

L.A. Eyeworks theo 

Alain Mikli 

Face a Face 

Tag Heuer 

and much more 

High Technology Lenses 

401-421-4770 

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

An austere yet persistent religion 

cultural populations of Brook
lyn, comparisons were inevitable. 
Looking back from the safe van
tage point of the 21st century, 
the Brooklyn Jews fared poorly. 

"They asked their 
e1ders the seminal 
question: 'What 

does it mean 
to be a.Jew?"' 

Certainly, judged solely by the 
olfactory criterion, Jewish deli
catessens could easily match the 
enticing aromas of the bodegas 
and other providers of soul food. 
But Jewish street festivals were 
conspicuous by their absence; 
and while some Jewish houses 
of worship had modest domes, 

none possessed spires, gargoyles, 
ornamental facades or marble 
entryways. Indeed, most Browns
ville synagogues were little more 
than shabby enclosures lacking in 
architectural panache or any sense 
of eternity. The neighborhood 
shut, figuratively located in the 
shadows, said: "I am a solemn but 
plain place, a retreat to daven in, 
perhaps to meditate, certainly not 
to celebrate." And with no identi
fying sign, the shut might easily be 
a structure suited to some secular 
purpose. 

The Greek Orthodox Church 
(with its golden dome) and the 
gothic Roman Catholic edi
fices (with their great rose win
dows and bell towers), on the 
other hand, were noble struc
tures, proudly glistening in the 
sunlight and constructed for 
the countless ages yet to come. 
Those theological luxury liners 
- built to transport hundreds 

II rrying to care for aging parents 
shouldn't age their adult children 
as well" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help- then get in 
touch with me today. 

wwwjvhri.org 

of souls - proudly announced 
their anointed status in society. 
The Jewish children of Browns
ville - this was before the age of 
autism, alJergies and asthma -
were a resilient group who learned 
rapidly to adapt to deteriorating 
economic conditions and unfa
vorable comparisons with the 
competing religions of the com
munity. 

They were absorbing the lessons 
of permanent membership in a 
minority. And when conversation 
veered to the comparative merits 
of Judaism and other faiths, the 
Jewish children became unchar
acteristicalJy silent. For what 
cou ld compare with the splendor 
of the local Catholic priests - or 
the Greek Orthodox clergy with 
their awesome, bejeweled crowns 
and gowns? A rabbi in a rumpled 
black su it presented no competi
tion. 

They asked their elders the 
seminal question: "What does it 
mean to be a Jew?" In response, 
maybe an interval of silence; 
then a brief but existential sigh, 
which, if the winds were right, 
would carry back to the remot
est shtetls. How else to tell a child 
that two millennia of imperiled 
minority status prepares the Jew 
to choose one of four responses: 
Lament and go on living; become 
a standup comic and accept the 
world masquerading as parody; 
live empiricalJy, striving to make 
it better for the children; and the 
fourth way, the children might 
ask? The response: "Never mind!" 

H ow did those Jewish chil
dren respond? Often by speed
ing their entry into the fractious 
secular world while tempering the 
inevitable adversity with humor. 
And what essential elements 
of Jewishness did they readily 
accept? Certainly not reverence 
for architectural grandeur, ritual 
pageantry or humble genuflec
tion. Perhaps they found suste
nance in a set of Judaic beliefs that 

identified ignorance as the most 
unforgivable sin. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. , is 
dean of medicine emen·tus, Brown 
University. Contact him at 
smamd@cox.net. 

R. I. Hospital 
hosts free · 

stroke support 
group 

PROVIDENCE - The Rhode 
Island Hospital Stroke Center 
holds a free support group for 
stroke survivors and caregivers 
the second Wednesday of every 
month. 

Each session includes an edu
cational presentation followed by 
group discussion. 

The July session, which includes 
light refreshments, will include an 
open discussion led by Julie Her
zlinger, a licensed clinical social 
worker. The meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, July 13 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. and will be held in the 
Rhode Island Hospital Leone 
Conference Room in the Com
prehensive Cancer Center, at 595 
Eddy St., in Providence. 

1he Leone Conference R oom is 
located at the end of the ramp inside 
the doors lo the Ambulatory Patient 
Center (APC Building) next to the 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Free 
parking is available in the APC 
parking lot off Plain Street with 
direct access to the conference room. 

For more information, con
tact Naomi 1hovmasian Marsh at 
nthovmasian@lifespan.org or at 
444-823Z 

NEW BEDFORD 

Skilled nursing care Wound care • 
Hospice care IV therapy and hydration • 
Medical services Rehabilitative services • 

1 · ~io m,,.,m,m Re>~•"d'"PY . 
A Kosher Jewish facility ~ 

v Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.93 I 4 • Fax: 508-996-3664 
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Change is the one 
constant in our lives 

My DICTIONARY 
defines "transition" 
as the passage from 
one state, stage, 

place or subject to another. My 
own definition is simpler and less 
abstract: We cannot always mea
sure change, but it goes on con
stantly, with or without our input. 

As the years go by, we are not 
always conscious of the changes 

------ in our lives. The 
physical aspects 
of daily living 
are usually (but 
not always) obvi
ous. We know 
more about 
more things. We 
develop likes 

Terna and clislikes. We 
Gouse grow taller; other 

_____ physical develop-

ments occur, with 
or without our involvement. Most 
changes are beyond our control. 

But let's get more specific. The 
most obvious transition is from 
childhood to adulthood. It is 
accepted as inevitable by most 
of us - but not by all. The aver
age preschooler is eager to go to 
school and wants more freedom 
of decision and activity. The aver
age teenager tolerates school but 
feels entitled to make independent 
choices of freedom and activity. It 

is then that parents feel most anx
ious about giving up their control. 
When the kids were younger, those 
same parents were most desirous of 
losing their somewhat burdensome 
responsibility for those same chil
dren. 

The biggest single change occurs 
when children and parents live 
apart for the first time. But that 
separation is probably the most 
significant advance in the develop
ment of any person. It is truly the 
time when one achieves adulthood, 
when the inclividual assumes per-

"We are not 
sufftcient1y 

candid even with 
ourse1ves." 

sonal responsibility for his or her 
successes and failures. 

That is a real landmark for both 
generations. It happens when the 
child leaves home, either to attend 
college or to live independently. 
The house becomes deafeningly 
quiet. The child cliscovers that 
independence is much overrated. 
There is probably no time in these 
relationships when open expres
sion is most valuable yet least 
available. 

Family bonds are unique and 
not seen in other pernonal relation
ships. Ambivalent feelings among 

New locale for 
West Bay Senior Cafe 

BY NEAL DROBNIS 

ndrobnis@shalomri.org 

WARWICK - Every weekday 
Rhode Island's Rlde vans pull up 
to Temple Am David and dispatch 
senior citizens who are ready and 
eager to socialize and enjoy a 
healthy lunch. For some of those 
individuals, it is their only oppor
tunity to get into the community 
that day; for others, it is their only 
chance for a meal. As tables fill, 
the talk and laughter begin. Some
times there is entertainment - such 
as a barbershop quartet or a visi
tor from Israel who discusses the 
Middle East - and there is always 
a good meal. Plates are filled with 
nourishing food and served by 
volunteer,; and staff members of 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island OFS). 

The JFS Senior Cafe/Kosher 
Nutrition Program is unique in the 
state in that it caters to kashrut, or 
kosher Jewish dietary laws, but the 
program is open to all seniors older 
than 60, and people of any age who 
have a disability. 

The West Bay Senior Cafe was 
housed for 30 years at Temple 
Torat Yisrael on Park Avenue in 
Cranston. That building is now for 

sale, however, and the congrega
tion has broken ground for a new 
synagogue in East Greenwich. 
Am David's Cantor Richard Perl
man offered the synagogue as the 
new site in West Bay; the cafe was 
relocated earlier this month. Am 
David is at 40 Gardiner St., off 
Warwick Ave., in Warwick. 

Summer special events will 
include a classical violin recital, 
dance therapy, and a grand open
ing celebration on July 8, when 
the Stanley Freedman quartet will 
present a variety of Israeli, Yid
dish and Hasiclic music. Bingo is 
offered on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Events begin at 11:15 
a.m. and meals are served at noon. 
The presentation is free and there is 
a suggested donation of S3 for the 
meal. 

To RSVP far presentations and 
meals, or for more information about 
the Senior Cafo, call Neal Drobnis, 
coordinator of kosher nutrition, at 
732-0047 or fax 732-0552. 

Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island {jfsri.org) is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

As WE GROW OLDER 

Transitions 
family members revolve around 
physical and emotional depen
dency and freedom, both desired 
and feared. 

Another transition occurs in the 
workplace. We apply for jobs and 
hope to be compensated hand-

somely whether we are qualified 
or not. There is a naive assump
tion that we are competent for 
the job simply because we went to 
high school, trade school, college, 
graduate school, etc. Little consid
eration is given to the adjustment 
from being dependent to being a 
contributor to society. We are not 
sufficiently candid even with our
selves, let alone with our employ
ers. 

Having paid staggering tuition 
fees and stayed up late studying, 
we automatically assume that we 
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are now adults and ready for the 
working world. Most people are; 
but many of us retain a (hidden) 
dependency. 

Others have over-valued egos; 
they are not ready for the demands 
of superiors who have no personal 

family connection. Promotion to 
management level can also involve 
a nerve-wracking transition. 

Another major change occurs 
when the child becomes a parent. 
On top of the overwhelming 
burden of childcare is the real
ization of the responsibility that 
attaches to the title "Mama." It 
takes much soul-searching to real
ize that your crying infant's needs 
rank ahead of your own. 

The most dramatic transition is 
moving from active adult to retired 
senior. It is brought home to you 

the first time a clerk or a cashier 
asks if you qualify for the senior 
cliscount. If you are vain (and turn
ing 68), you answer in the negative. 
If you are frugal (and just turned 
61), you answer in the positive. The 
horrible physical manifestations 
that come with your new Social 
Security payments do not allow 
denial of the change in status. 
When your calendar lists more 
medical appointments than social 
appointments, then you know you 
"are over the hill." 

Probably the most tolerable tran
sition is from mother, employee, 
jack-of-all-trades to becoming a 
grandparent. It holds much joy 
and minimal responsibility. The 
grandkids usually give unlimited 
love and respect. And, even more 
wonderful, after you have enjoyed 
hours of the pleasure of their com
pany, they go home! 

I write this as an authority on 
transitions. I have had my share. 
I was child. I was student. I was 
chief cook and bottle washer. I 
then became a college student, and 
then a social worker. Then a wife 
and a mother. 

Then, a social worker once 
again. I became a grandmother 
and a retiree. Finally, believe it 
or not, I became a writer for The 
Jewish Voice &Herald! 

Terna Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her ilt nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 
Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabihtat1on Center 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

New Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

New Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Located on the Ea\! Side. 

Call us today for more information or a pt'N111al tnu r. 

Summit Commons Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
99 Hill,ick .\ 1e. Pro1iJe11,e RI 112lJ06 • -lOl-57-1--IXOtl F.1,:-1111-~7S--l9.'7 

w,rn.RadiusHealthCareCenters.com 
wwwjvhri.org 
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IMMERSION provides opportunities for self-reflection 

From page 1 

Hebrew words mayim hayyim 
mean literally "living water") is a 
home - the front of the building is 
a home from the 1890s. 

Recognizing that both men 
and women would use Mayyim 
Hayyim, they chose a soothing 
sage-and-caramel color scheme. 
"There's no pink here," said Kline, 
who comes from a family that 
includes three generations of 
Reform rabbis. 

W HY MIKVE:fl L\rnERSION? 

and for women observing the rules 
of niddah, the practice of immers
ing monthly following menstrua
tion." 

Throughout Jewish history, 
the mikveh has also been used for 
other purposes .. . by men before 
Shabbat and Holy Days, and by 
women in the ninth month of 

"How do we 
reframe this ritual 
so it works for all 

involved?" 

"It was a powerful experience, and 
so much more meaningful than I 
thought it would be." 

Haspel takes new visitors on 
a tour of the facility - which 
includes two pools, both with high 
windows that allow light to stream 
in from the bucolic setting, four 
changing rooms, an art gallery 
and an education center - and then 
tells them, "I can be present or not 
[at the immersion]. A witness to 

the immersion can hold the space 
for the person immersing, but I 
will tell you exactly what to do if 
you prefer to immerse alone." 

As for how to conduct her
self at a conversion immer
sion, Haspel defers to the rabbi . 
Undergoing immersion, said Kline, 
is "no different from [observing] 
kashrut or Shabbat. No two Jews 
do it the same way. [Immersion] is 
a way to mark cycles in our lives." 

[ M~I ERSION AT ALL TIJl1ES OF LIFE 

Mikveh, which means gather
ing of water, comes from the same 
H ebrew root letters as tikvah, 
meaning "hope" [ or "anticipation"], 
said Carrie Bornstein, Mayyim 
Hayyim's assistant director. 
Ritual immersion is an ancient • 
part of Jewish tradition, rooted in 
Torah, Talmud and later rabbinic 
commentaries. As Mayyim Hayy
im's Web site, www.mayyim
hayyim.org, notes, "Today, there 
are only a few cases where immer
sion is still designated a mitzvah, 
or an act required by Jewish law: 
for converts to Judaism, for brides 

pregnancy. At Mayyim Hayyim, 
people are welcome to immerse 
to mark a wide variety of transi
tions and occasions, both joyful 
and painful: Before reading Torah 
for the first time, before or after 
surgery or chemotherapy, on 
the occasion of being ordained a 
rabbi, becoming a grandparent, 
or reaching a milestone birthday. 
And, as a 21st century mikveh, 
Mayyim Hayyim goes to great 

EVEN BABIES USE THE MIKVEH. 
Doris Feinberg, of Newport, 

has immersed twice at Mayyim 
Hayyim. "I had a traditional view 
of the mikveh, and I never thought 
of it as a place where I would have 
a spiritual journey." 

EPOCH Senior Living ... 

lengths to help people observe in 
an egalitarian way. Kline says that 

Providing Quality Lifestyles in Your Neighborhood 
10 Years & Counting. 

~ 
JEIPOCH® 

of Providence 

Assisted Living 011 the East Side 
One Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 

401-275-0682 

Senior Living on Blackstone Bo11/eva1·d 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Prmidcncc, RI 

401-273-6565 

Assisted Living 
Skilled Nursing 

www.epochsl.com 

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care 

Memory Care • Respite • Fitness Center 

wwwjvhri.org 

they "ask no questions and avoid 
judgments. How do we reframe 
this ritual so it works for all 
involved?" 

MtKVEJJ GUIDES IN 

A BEAUTIFUL FACILITY 

From letting mikveh patrons 
choose whether to have a witness 
or not, and offering transgendered 
mikveh guides for transgendered 
mikveh participants, to welcoming 
grooms as well as brides, parents 
of the bridal couple, lesbian or gay 
couples and adopted babies, this 
is a place where, said Kline, "your 
way doesn't affect my way." 

Some 50 individuals cur
rently serve as mikveh guides, 
though 120 have been trained. 
Kit Haspel, who runs The Moth
ers' Circle for the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, is also a 
Mayyim . Hayyim volunteer (see 
sidebar story on page 31). She had 
the chance to participate in an 
immersion before her son, Andrew 
Silver, was married last October. 

When a colleague invited her 
to Mayyim Hayyim, she went 
and experienced an immersion 
that, she called, "a very private, 
intimate and spiritual moment." 
Feinberg found the experience 
spiritually cleansing, offering her 
private self-reflection. "It was truly 
a blessing, a gift to myself I hope 
that women can open themselves 
up to the experience, and change 
their paradigm of thinking about 
what a mikveh is. For me, it was 
a private celebration of my own 
worth." 

Rabbi Yaacov Love, an Ortho
dox rabbi in Passaic, N.]., now 
oversees the kashrut of the mikveh; 
he has a local representative if 
questions arise, said Bernstein. 

A Temple Sinai congregant 
suffering from a terminal illness 
experienced some benefits from 
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COMMUNITY 

/ Tom Kates 

CELEBRATING A LIFE TRANSITION, t h is woman had a private immer
sion and t hen posed w ith fr iends (at left, part ially obscured) who 
greet ed her aft erwards in the Mayyim Hayyim at rium. 

MIKVEH includes an education center 

From Page 30 

his immersion before his death. 
Rabbi Peter Stein of Temple 

Sinai wrote to Mayyim Hayyim, 
"Bringing him to the mikveh was 
an extraordinary experience for 
him, bringing him peace and com
fort. You ... are doing such creative, 
beautiful and inspirational work. 
It is truly an act of hesed she/ emet, 
sacred love and kindness. I knew 
that we created a genuinely sacred 
moment for him." 

With more than 1,500 conver
sions and 8,900 immersions under 
their belts, the staff and volunteers 
at Mayyim Hayyim are adept at 
providing people what they need. 
A sheet held by the immersion 
witness in front of his or her face 
shields the naked individual enter
ing the immersion pool. 

Nature is ever-present even 
within the building - each of 
the four preparation rooms bears 
the Hebrew name for some form 
of water: river, brook, wave and 
stream. One room has handicapped 
accessibility with an aquatic lift for 
those who can't manage the steps 

down into the pool. 
The pools are filled with city 

water from Newton, Mass ., and 
rain is collected in the bor, or pit, 
outside the building. To make the 
immersion pool into a true mikveh, 
the connection between the mikveh 
pool and rainwater outside is 
opened for a few seconds every day. 

Although the mikveh requests 
donations from individuals who 
come for immersion, no one is 

• ever turned away, said Kline. 
"We want [Mayyim Hayyim] to be 
a gateway institution," said Kline, 
and we want to partner with other 
organizations and entities, includ
ing the mikveh in Providence. 

For more information, visit www. 
mayyimhayyim.org or call 617-244-
1836. 

For additi.onal information, 
watch http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=11S3-c1ssrk, a video made 
by high school students attending 
a film studies summer program at 
Brandeis University in 2010. They 
worked under the guidance and direc
tion rj independent filmmaker Laura 
Wiessen. 
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/ Nancy Kirsch 

One of two immersion pools at Mayyim Hayyim, a mikveh in Newton, Mass. 

Mikveh guide is the face of Mayyim Hayyim 
B Y KrT H ASPEL 

khaspel@shalomri.org 

AT IS IT LIKE to 
e a mikveh guide at 

Mayyim H ayyim? 
Exactly what is a mikveh 

guide? After more than 20 hours 
of training and observing, we are 
the "face" of Mayyim H ayyim_ 
W e do everything from making 
appointments and giving tours 
to helping people with whatever 
they need during their immer
sion. This might mean explaining 
to someone that they must keep 
their head under water and their 
feet touching the floor while we 
leave them to immerse on their 
own, or it might mean staying in 
the room with someone (standing 

behind a sheet to preserve mod
esty) and guiding them every step 
of the way. 

M ikveh guiding is an experi
ence that gives as much to the 
person performing this service 
as to those on the receiving end. 
W e are privileged to be present at 
seminal moments (high and low) 
in people's lives. I'll describe two 
such individuals. 

One was a bride who drove 
several hours from her home to 
immerse at M ayyim Hayyim 
before her wedding. She'd been 
converted there before her mar
riage, and now it felt like the best 
place to be to usher in her wed
ding weekend. She spoke of her 
plans, left beaming in a change 

of clothes, full of enthusiasm and 
hugs. 

Then there was the woman 
who came before her surgery. 
Her demeanor was downcast, 
and she said nothing about the 
kind of surgery she was undergo
ing. But she wept copiously in the 
immersion pool. 

She, too, left in a more settled 
place, saying on the way out the 
door, "Now I'm ready for sur
gery." 

Kit Haspel, The Mothers Circle 
coordinator in Rhode Island, has 
been a mikveh guide at Mayyim 
Hayyim Living Waters and Paula 
Brody & Family Education Center 
for three years. 
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All may benefit from kind and constructive criticism 
NUMBERS 

I6:I - I8:32 
Parashat Korah 

BY R ABBI J ACQUELINE 

R OMM SATLOW 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W OMSHOULD 
e criticize? If our 
adership falters 

(whether in the 
United States, in Israel, or in our 
local Jewish community), what 
should we do? 

This week's parashah, Korab 
(Numbers 16:1-18:32) dem
onstrates leadership's ultimate 
repression of dissent. Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram, and 250 of 
their followers, object to the lead
ership of Moses and Aaron. Their 
reasons are worth discussing. 
They say to Moses and Aaron," ... 
all the community are holy, all of 
them.. . Why then do you raise 
yourselves above [God's] congre
gation?" (Num. 16:3). 

Korah, Dathan and Abiram 
seem to be requesting a type of 
equality that is actually promised 
elsewhere in the Torah. After all, 
we were selected to be a king
dom of priests and a holy nation 
(Exodus 19:6). In this case, how
ever, the text clearly indicates that 
they were wrong to challenge 
Moses and Aaron. God enters 
the scene, and Korah and his fol
lowers are swallowed up by an 
earthquake. 

So what did they do that was 
so awful that they deserved to be 
swallowed up by an earthquake? 
In the narrative of the Torah 
(leaving science aside for the 
moment), this upheaval is a clear 
indication that the "rebels" have 
sinned. God is furious and makes 
clear that their rebuking of Moses 
and Aaron was wrong. 

Yet elsewhere, the Torah spe
cifically tells us that we should 
rebuke/criticize when neces
sary. Leviticus 19:17 tells us," ... 
Reprove your kinsman, but incur 

, 
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no guilt because of him." Isn't that 
exactly what Korah and his fol
lowers were doing? After all, they 
did think Moses and Aaron were 
mistaken. 

"Even when we 
rebuke, we should 
not embarrass." 

Jewish tradition develops the 
concept of rebuke/criticism still 
further. The great medieval 
French biblical commentator 
Rashi explains that the rebuke 
should be couched in soft lan
guage with gentle words. Vve 
must take care not to shame the 
person we criticize. Even when 
we rebuke, we should not embar
rass. So the sin of Korah and 
especially that of Dathan and 
Abiram ( um. 16:13-14) is not 

that they criticize the leadership 
style of Moses and Aaron. Their 
sin was not their criticism as such; 
it was the tone and method they 
employed. 

Is this topic relevant today? 
I would say it is. We have many 
different leaders - some elected, 
some appointed, some hired. 
What should the community do 
when its leaders make mistakes? 
We can and should criticize, but 
kindly and constructively. Con
structive criticism is a good tech
nique to employ - and not merely 
in order to avert an earthquake! 

The issue of rebuke/criticism 
comes up frequently in the Amer
ican-Jewish community in regard 
to Israel. Do we American Jews 
have a role to play if we think 
Israel is making a mistake or 
heading in the wrong direction? 
I would refute Peter Beinart's 
assertion (in his June 10, 2010 
article in the New York Review of 
Books) that the American Je,vish 
community never criticizes Israel. 

The American-Jewish commu
nity criticizes Israel all the time 
and has done so since before the 
state was even created. 

In accordance with Je,vish tra
dition, I would argue that all crit
icism should be constructive. We 
can disagree with Israeli govern
ment policy, but we should not do 
so in the style of Korah, Dathan 
and Abiram. We can criticize 
\vithout holding Israel to uto
pian standards. We can disagree 
,vith particular policies and even 
with governments; but if we love 
Israel and want her to succeed 
and thrive, our comments will 
be couched very differently from 
those of her enemies, of which she 
already has more than enough. 

Rabbi Jacqueline Romm Sat/ow, 
a member of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis and The Jewish Voice & 
Herald editorial board, is the direc
tor of the Center for Jewish Culture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
Contact her at jsatlow @umassd@ 
edu. 

"Keep your eyes on this space" 
THE JEWISH ALLIANCE of Greater Rhode Island's building is undergoing landscaping on both 
Elmgrove Avenue and Sessions Street through a beautification and security program. Keep your 
eyes open for our improved appearance. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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OBITUARIES 
Leah (Greifer) Abrams, 82 

PROVIDENCE - Leah Abrams died 
June 9. Born in Providence, she 
was a daughter of the late Fred and 
Pauline (Brookner) Greifer. 

She graduated from Classical High 
School and attended Pembroke Col
lege. She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El. 

She is survived by her daughter 
Sharon Held, of New York City, and 
her son Steven Abrams and his wife 
Donna, of Providence. She leaves 
two brothers, Burton Greifer and 
his wife Carole, of Barrington and 
Richard Greifer of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla., and a sister, Yvette Kahn and 
her husband Morley, of Greenwich, 
Conn. She also leaves two grandchil
dren, Brett and Lindsay Abrams. 

Donations may be made to 
Concordia Learning Center at St. 
Joseph's School for the Blind, 761 
Summit Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07307. 

Evelyn (Mazick) 
Fleisig, 93 

ELSEWHERE - Evelyn Fleisig died 
June 6. She was the wife of the late 
Arthur Fleisig. Born in Providence, 
she was a daughter of the late 
Samuel and Ida (Herowitz) Mazick. 

She was a resident of Rhode 
Island before moving to Knoxville, 
Tenn. six years ago. 

She is survived by her children, 
Ronna Bejarano, Norbert Fleisig and 
Stephen Fleisig; and her grandchil
dren, Oliver, Dylan, Abigail, Zachary, 
Jesse and Samantha. 

Rochelle (Sirota) Glatt, 90 
NATICK, Mass. - Rochelle Glatt died 
June 16. She was the wife of the late 
Harold Glatt and daughter of the 
late Max and Rose (Sutton) Sirota. 
She was the mother of Marcia Glatt 
and Meryl Golden, and grandmother 
of Rachel Glatt and Hannah Rader. 
Formerly of Garden City, Cranston, 
she resided for the past several years 
in Massachusetts. 

Donations may be sent to 
Brookhaven Hospice, 6 Beech St., 
Framingham, MA 01702. 

Elaine Sybil Goodman 
PROVIDENCE - Elaine Goodman 
died June 15 at Rhode Island Hos
pital. She was a loving wife, mother 
and grandmother. She was married 

to Martin Goodman for 47 years. 
She was most proud of and always 
delighted in her family and their 
many accomplishments. 

Born in Woonsocket on Feb. 17, 
1929, she attended Woonsocket 
High School and the University of 
Rhode Island. An active member 
of the Woonsocket and Providence 
Jewish communities, she was a 
member of Congregation B'nai Israel 
in Woonsocket and Temple Beth-El 
in Providence. She has been a com
munity volunteer for the Head Start 
Program, Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Hospital and the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island. 

She leaves her husband Martin 
and her children, Nancy and Charles 
Dunn of Providence; Mark and 
Sharon Goldstein of Tempe, Ariz.; 
Dorothy Goodman of New York City; 
Drs. Thomas and Cynthia Goodman 
of Schenectady, N.Y.; and Jeffrey 
and Nancy Goodman of Mobile, Ala. 
She also leaves her grandchildren: 
Laura Dunn, Elizabeth Dunn, Scott 
Goldstein, Alex Goldstein, Anna 
Goodman and Andrew Hamblin, 
Margaret and Tommy Armstrong, 
John and Nuria Goodman, Alyssa 
Goodman, Alexandra Goodman and 
Molly Goodman. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Beth-El's Endowment Fund. 

Beatrice (Kivowitz) 
Horvitz, 94 

DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - Beatrice 
Horvitz died in Delray Beach, Fla. 
June 12. She was the wife of the late 
Hyman Horvitz of Fall River, Mass., 
and the daughter of the late Julius 
and Fannie (Israel) Kivowitz of New 
Bedford, Mass. She was the sister of 
the late Lillian (Kivowitz) Crock and 
Haskell Kivowitz. 

Born in Waterbury, Conn. on Jan. 
9, 1917 and a graduate of New Bed
ford High School, she lived in Fall 
River, Mass. until 1986. 

She was a PTA parent, Girl Scout 
leader and community volunteer 
when her daughters were young. 
She enjoyed playing golf and bridge 
with her husband and friends. 

Active in her Delray Beach com
munity, she played Scrabble, bridge 
and visited with friends. She enjoyed 
books, movies, theater, music and 

art. 
She is survived by her daughters, 

Linda Post and Ellen Horvitz; 
her sister Barbara Gotlib and her 
grandsons, Daniel and Adam 
Nosowitz. She also leaves her sons
in-law, Geoffrey Post and Martin 
Nosowitz; her brother-in-law 
Aaron Gotlib, sister-in-law Thelma 
Kivowitz, many nieces and nephews 
and their children and grandchildren, 
and her friends, Adele Nosowitz and 
Ann Chudnoff of Florida. 

A memorial service will be held at 
Abbey Delray in Delray Beach, Fla. 
at a later date. 

Donations may be made to Hos
pice by the Sea (Attention: Dona
tions) , 1531 West Palmetto Park 
Road, Boca Raton, Fla. 33486 

Itta Kaykova, 89 
PAWTUCKET - Itta Kaykova, of 
Pawtucket, died May 29. She was the 
wife of the late Mark Kaykov. Born in 
Belarus, she was a daughter of the 
late Yosef-Burl and Mira (Bernstein) 
Rozansky. She lived in Belarus for 
most of her life before moving to 
Pawtucket in 1991. 

She attended Minsk University in 
Minsk, Belarus. A senior accountant 
for more than 30 years with a major 
accounting department that served 
the railroad in Gome\, Belarus, she 
retired in 1976. 

She was trained as a sniper during 
World War II and was a· former 
member of Temple Ohawe Shalom 
in Pawtucket. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter Luba Zaydes and her husband 
Leonid, of Providence; her grand
children, Igor Levin, Marina Zaydes 
and Gene Zaydes; and her great
grandson Mark. She was the mother 
of the late Leeza Levina and sister of 
the late Sonya Weiner and Musya 
Vigdorovich. 

Helene (Rottenberg) 
Nemtzow, 83 

PAWTUCKET - Helene Nemtzow, 
of Pawtucket and Boynton Beach, 
Fla ., died June 13, at The Miriam 
Hospital, where she was born in 
1928. She was the wife of the late 
Dr. Aaron R. Nemtzow, daughter of 
the late Isaac and Sadie Rottenberg, 
sister of the late Louis, Simon, and 
Jacob Rottenberg, and Irene Altman. 
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She is survived by her children, 
Ted (and his fiance Ryann McElligott), 
Terna (and her husband Kraig 
Steffen) and Marci; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

She was raised in a family steeped 
in the traditions of the secular 
cultural Yiddishist and labor activist 
Workmen's Circle. For more than 
half a century, she was a member of 
Temple Emanu-EI. 

A 1949 graduate of Rhode Island 
College of Education, she taught 
elementary school in Providence for 
several years. More recently, she held 
staff positions at the State of Rhode 
Island departments of employment 
security and elderly affairs. 

For many years, she was also 
involved in myriad charitable 
activities. An avid hobbyist, she 
began playing bridge in college and 
continued throughout her adult life. 

Donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Frimette Roberts, 88 
WARWICK - Frimette Roberts, of 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Drive, died May 
21, in Epoch on Blackstone, Provi-

dence. She was the wife of the late 
Harold 5. Roberts. 

Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Fred and Rebecca 
(Shechter) Silverman, she had lived 
in Warwick and East Greenwich, 
returning to Warwick a year ago. She 
was a member of Temple Beth-El, 
National Council of Jewish Women, 
The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association and the Rhode Island 
Parkinson Support Association of 
which her husband was the first 
president. 

She was the mother of Linda 
Forman of Lenox, Mass., Stanley 
Roberts and his wife Deborah and 
Francey Nathan, all of Warwick and 
the late Michael Roberts. She was 
the sister of Serna Ullian of Warwick 
and the late Sheldon Silverman; the 
grandmother of Rachael Kaplan, 
Richard Nathan, Tara Rankin and 
David Roberts; and great-grand
mother of Madelyn, Carter, Talia and 
the late Sasha. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Michael 5. Roberts Fund, c/ o Temple 
Beth-El or the Anti-Defamation 
League. 

Addition to Max Kolodoff's obituary 
Max Kolodoff, who died May 6, 2011 and whose obituary ran in the May 27 
issue of The Voice & Herald, also left his nephew Joel Kolodoff of Warwick. 

YELENA 
BONNER 

Remembering Yelena Bonner 
NEW YORK, State of Israel have lost one of 
N.Y. - On their most passionate champions. 
June 19, the At the same time, the global com-
Jewish Agency munity of democratic dissidents, 
for Israel political prisoners and human 
(JAFI) issued rights activists has lost one of its 
a statement by greatest leaders and advocates. 
Natan Sharan- Whereas Andrei Sakharov was 
sky, Soviet the heart of our struggle to defeat 
dissident and the great evil of the Soviet system, 

chairman of JAFI, on the death of Yelena Bonnerwastheenginethat 
Yelena Bonner, the human rights encouraged us to act. 
activist and widow of Nobel Peace "On a personal level, my family 
Prize laureate Andrei Sakharov. and I lost a great friend today who 
Bonner died in Boston on June 18 stoodwithusinthosemostdifficult 
at age 88. days, and who never let us down. I 

"The Jewish world and the shall cherish her memory always." 
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ABORIGINAL Australian physician converted to Judaism 

From Page 1 

Last week she was awarded the 
Order of Australia, one of the 
country's top honors. The citation 
on her Order of Australia lauds her 
"contribution to medical education 
and her support for educational 
opportunities for Aboriginal Aus
tralians." 

And last year, Jackson Pulver 
was elected the president of her 
Orthodox synagogue in New
town, Sydney. 

Jackson Pulver, who completed 
her Orthodox conversion to Juda
ism in 2004, says Jews and Aborig
ines have much in common. 

"There is a natural relationship 
between my Aboriginal spiritual
ity and my Jewish religion," said, 
Jackson Pulver, whose Hebrew 
name is Elisheva bat Sarah. "The 
things that bring us together are 
our history of dispossession, a 
deep sense of family, community 
and tribalism and a deep sense of 
what's wrong and what's right." 

She said, "I keep a kosher 
home, and I make my own chal
lah every Friday. And I attend to 
cultural and spiritual practices of 
my grandmothers' [Aboriginal] 
cultures." 

Victoria - petitioned the German 
Consulate in Melbourne to stop 
the Nazi persecution of the Jews. 
Cooper recently was honored 

the outgoing Jewish chief justice 
of New South Wales, led Free
dom Rides to advocate for rights 
for Aboriginals, who at the time 

reversed the legal concept of no
man's land, or terra nullius, which 
Australian governments had used 
to seize Aboriginal tribal lands. 

And Mark Leibler, national 
chairman of the Australia/Israel 
& Jewish Affairs Council, was 
a former co-chair of Reconcilia
tion Australia, which attempts to 
bridge gaps between indigenous 
and non-indigenous Australians. 

Jackson Pulver is admired in 
both the Jewish and Aboriginal 
communities. 

residential college at the Univer
sity of New South Wales. Some 37 
Aboriginal students have gradu
ated through the scholarship pro
gram. 

Aboriginal health is a massive 
problem in Australia, where life 
expectancy among the indigenous 
community of about 400,000 trails 
life expectancy among white Aus
tralians by about 20 years. Many 
of the country's indigenous people 
still live in remote communities in 
the Australian Outback. 

THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA Jackson Pulver, who also has 
Scottish and Welsh roots, is one 
of many Jews and Aborigines 
who have been building bridges 
between the two communities for 
years. 

"There's a big mob of black Cohens out 
there, and they've got Jewish ancestry." 

Of all her accomplishments, 
Jackson Pulver says she's probably 
proudest of the Shalom Garna
rada scholarship program, which 
raises money for indigenous stu
dents pursuing medical degrees. 
She founded the program in 2004 
with Ilona Lee, then president 
of the Shalom Institute, a Jewish 

"We have had some wins," 
Jackson Pulver said of the effort 
to improve indigenous people's 
health. "Not as many babies are 
dying. And we now have about 
150 Aboriginal doctors around 
Australia. Twenty years ago we 
had one." 

In 1938, William Cooper, an 
elder from the Yorta Yorta people 
- indigenous Australians who 
originally hailed from northeast 

posthumously by the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust Memorial and Museum 
in Jerusalem. 

In the 1960s, James Spigelman, 

<2F~/ 
Contribute to our simcha 

celebration Au5ust 5 issue! 

The Jewish Voice & Herald will feature you 
and all your happy times of the past year! 

Send us pictures of weddings, 
graduations, bris, bar/bat mitzvah 
celebrations, youth group events, family 
reunions and all other simchas! 

~ 

Please email photos and accompanying information 
to nkirsch@JFRl.org or mail to Nancy Kirsch, 
The Jewish Voice & Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906 by July 15. 

Photos should be high resolution (300 DPI). 
Please, no phone photos. 

faced widespread inequalities and 
discrimination. 

In the 1990s, Jewish lawyer Ron 
Castan won a landmark case that 

Holding Holocaust-era insurance 
companies accountable 

BY R ON KAMl'EAS 

WASHINGTON OTA) - It's 
becoming a D.C. perennial: Every 
two years, a new Congress is 
ushered in and lawmakers from 
Florida herald a bill that once and 
for all will bring insurance com
panies to account for swindling 
Holocaust survivors. 

And every two years, congres
sional staffers and Jewish commu
nity professionals who negotiate 
Holocaust restitution say the bill's 
chances of passage are nil. 

But this year, a passionate con
gressional advocate is now in a 
position of considerable power. 
And for the fi rst time, the bill has 
bipartisan Senate backing. 

"The survivors are determined 
to speak for themselves," said Sam 
Dubbin, the lawyer who has shep
herded versions of the bill into 
Congress only to see them disap
pear into a twilight zone of parlia
mentary procedure. "They have an 
irrefutable legal and moral claim to 
have their rights restored." 

At issue is whether Holocaust 
survivors and their families should 
be allowed to sue European insur
ance companies for failing to pay 
on the policies of Jewish policy 

wwwjvhri.org 

holders killed at the hands of the 
Nazis. Except in extraordinary 
cases, Americans cannot use U.S. 
courts to sue foreign entities. 

In the late 1990s, Jewish groups 
including the Claims Confer
ence reached settlements with 
European insurance companies 
that resulted in some $306 mil
lion being disbursed for survivors 
and survivor institutions through 
the International Commission on 
Holocaust Era Insurance Claims, 
known as ICHEIC (www.icheic. 
org). These groups see protect
ing the insurance companies 
from individual lawsuits as key to 
the strategy of getting European 
nations and institutions to agree to 
restitution settlements. 

Opponents say that if Congress 
passed a bill that would allow 
individual U.S. lawsuits against 
the insurance companies, it would 
upend the executive branch's exclu
sive control over foreign policy. 

The battle between the two 
sides abounds with allegations of 
bad faith and greed, and even the 
threat of elderly survivors picket
ing a fundraiser for a politician 
once seen as sympathetic to their 
cause. 

The new bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.) and 
Rep. Ted Deutch (D-Fla.) and 
Sens. Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) and 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), would 
allow courts to proceed over execu
tive branch objections in litigating 
claims aimed at insurers. Ros
Lehtinen, who has championed 
similar bills, is able as chairwoman 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee to expedite the bill. 

Leo Rechter, president of the 
National Association of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors, a group asso
ciated with Dubbin, told JTA that 
he wants courts to compel insurers 
to produce documentation that lit
igants believe to be secreted away. 

"Survivors were children during 
the Holocaust years, and we do not 
have information" about parents' 
claims, he said. 

Advocates say billions are poten
tially at stake. Some survivors say 
ICHEIC denied claims even when 
they had evidence. 

The largest and more established 
survivors group, the American 
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors, supports the bill, 
with a caveat: Cap lawyers' fees. 



SIMCHAS 

RALPH A . MOLLIS AND LEAH SIEGEL-REAMER 

Civic Leadership Award 
eah Siegel-Reamer of Pawtucket received the 2011 State C ivic 
Leadership Award on M ay 13 from Rhode Island Secretary of 
S te Ralph A. M ollis. The award is given an nually to members 

of the, enior class who make outstanding contr ibutions to their school 
and their community. 

Siegel-Reamer, a 2011 Providence Country D ay School graduate, 
served in student government and the Peace Jam Club. She is also presi
dent of the United Synagogue Youth in Providence and volunteers with 
the Special O lympics and Rhode Island Food Bank. 

SUE ROBBIO, center, with area officials 

Outstanding Public Service Award 

(9N MAY 2, SUE ROBBIO received an award from Social Security 
for her outstanding public service. She was given the award at a 
M ay 2 breakfast that also honored the Providence Social Securi ty 

O ffice 's employees. She is pictured with M anny Vaz, the regional com
missioner of the Boston area Social Securi ty Office and Providence M ayor 
Angel Taveras. 
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THE LITWIN FAMILY - David, Madison, Alan and Marianne - after Alan was honored 
by the Wheeler School 

2011 Trustee Award from Wheeler School 
LAN LITWI N received the 2011 Trustee Award from the Wheeler School board of trustees on 
une 1 at the school's annual meeti ng at Ledgemont Country Club in Seekonk, Mass. 

Created in 2000, the Wheeler Trustee Award is presented to an adult member of the school's 
community- an alumnus, parent, facul ty or staff member - who exemplifies extraord inary character, love of the 
school, willingness to give of self to the school community and continuous ded ication to the school. 

Litwi n, of Providence, is managi ng d irector of Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Co. H e and his wife M arianne are 
the parents of D avid '09 and M adison '11. Litwin has served as a member of the W heeler board since 2000 as 
a committee chair and officer and as president since 2007. H e led the board during the Campaign for Wheeler 
that raised more than $21 million for capital and endowment project. 
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Simchas 
Births 

I 

JOSEPH HARRIS ROSENBERG 

~ TA and H annah U ~ l ~~harphie welcomed 
the birth of their 

daughter, Nora Rose, on April 16 in 
West H artford , Conn. 

N ora Rose's grandparents are 
Bennett and Lisa Bergman of Prov
idence, Enid M yers of C hicago and 
Sasson Scharphie of Jerusalem; her 
aunts are Rachel Bergman and M ia 
Scharphie. 

Born prematurely, Nora weighed 
in at 4.13 pounds at birth, but is 
gaining weight! 

]
SEP H HARRI S 

Rosenberg was born May 
5 at Beth Israel H ospital 
ton, weighing 7 pounds, 6 

ounces . His parents - Gabi Soble 
and D avid Rosenberg- and his big 
sister, C harlotte Jane, are all doing 
well. 

Joseph H arris' paternal grand
parents are Sandra and James 
Rosenberg of Providence and 
maternal grandparents are Frieda 
and Warren Soble of Norwood, 
M ass. 

Joseph Harris is named after his 
mother's great-uncle and grand
fat her, both of blessed memory. 

NORA ROSE SCHARPHIE 

Ow llul.w.111,1 fdu,~nnn am! 
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SIMCHAS 

Dale Sudakoff, FounderandcreatorofDalestyle, Inc., 
has a 1111iq11e ability to ide111ijj1 an individuals character and develop a 
visual presentarion that co111ple111e111s the person. 

Her business dedicates irse!f ro a ne11fo11nd philosophy: one thar 
highlights personal relationships. individualiry, and confidence. 

Dale honed her stylist abiliries rhrough employment with fashion 
house sho11'!'00111s such as Calvin Klein. Ralph Lauren and Maschino. 

She has had the pleasure of working with celebrities and corporate 
executives, and was rece111/y interviewed as a ··style gum " on New 
Yorks CW Morning News. 

Uniq11e Ei-enrs Chair Myrna Aronson Accent11a1e the Positive Co111mit1ee 
Pat Blake. Lisa Davis, Li nda Fain, Donna Frank, 
Ell ie Frank, Sue Kahn, Estelle Klemer, Toby London, 
Elaine Odessa, Judy Spindell , Selmda Stanzler 
Executive Director May-Ronn ie Zeidman 

Acce11111a1e rile Posiril'e Chair laybeth Lichaa 
Accenr11a1e rhe Posiril'e \lode/s (and good sports.') 
Bud Frank, Dollie Lampal 
Randi Berenbaum, Nancy Kirsch 

wwwjvhri.org 

Executive Assistant Paula Oli vieri 


