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The Jewish 
response to 
bin Laden's 

A new generation of Jewish philanthropists 

death? 
Historical p recedent exists 

for celebrating death 
of one's enemies 

Bv SuE F 1sHKOFF 

SAN FRANCISCO OTA) - When the 
news of O sama bin Laden's death at U.S. 
hands hit the airwaves, America breathed a 
collective sigh of relief. Spontaneous celebra
tions broke out in front of the White H ouse, 
as crowds gathered to wave the American 
flag and chant their delight. 

But how should Jews respond when an evil 
doer meets his end? 

There is no easy answer, leading rabbis say. 
Even asking the question is very Jewish, 

writes Rabbi Tzvi Freeman on Chabad.org. 
"It's so typically Jewish to feel guilty about 

rejoicing," he opined . 
A number of prominent rabbis spoke to 

JTA on the subject, sharing their conflicted 
reactions borne of a tension within Jewish 
teaching itself. 

"As the president said, justice was done," 
said Rabbi Eric Yoflie, president of the Union 
for Reform Judaism. "Bin Laden was an evil 
man. He preyed on the weak. H e killed in 
the name of God." 

"But/' the rabbi continued, "I was not com
fortable with the celebrations. Thoughtful 
discussion and thoughtful remembrance of 
recent events are to be preferred to dancing 
in the streets." 

There are examples within Jewish tradition 
of celebrating an enemy's death, of asking 
God for their destruction. 

Consider the Purim story, where the Jews 
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N eedy children and pets 
are among those benefiting 

fro m these mitzvot 
B Y N ANCY Al!ESHA S 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

W TH THE INTERNET 
offering a window on 
the world and leveraging 
charities' power of social 

networking, today's Jewish teen philanthro
pists are literally repairing the world - one 
mitzvah project at a time. These nine stu
dents demonstrate that it's never too soon to 
practice tudakah, charitable giving. 

I MPOVERISHED CHILDREN 

FOUND IN P ERU 

Jonathan Glickman-Tondreau, who 
became bar mitzvah on April 9, 2011 at 
Temple Habonim, said, "Think of some
thing you really love to do. I love working 
with kids." 

Where in the world is the city of Cusco? 
It's about 11,000 feet above sea level in the 
Andes Mountains of southeastern Peru in 
South America. That's exactly where Jona
than spent his two-week spring break in 
March. For his mitzvah project, Jonathan 
wanted to help needy children in a Latin 
American country. Here's how he did it. 

With a grandmother from Colombia, 
Jonathan, fluent in Spanish, found an orga
nization called M aximonivel, Spanish for 
highest peak, which offered a volunteer 
program in Peru. When his flight arrived 
in Cusco, Jonathan didn't deplane alone 
or empty-handed. He brought his older 
brother and sister, Eric and Sarah Glick
man-Tondreau, and their mother, Denise 
Glickman - along with gifts of cash the 
teens each received at their respective bar 
or bat mitzvah. They planned to purchase 
school supplies for a Cusco preschool. 

Awakened at 6:30 every morning, Jona
than helped each day at the preschool. He 

REVEREND DONALD ANDERSON, left, Craig Stenning, Catherine Taylor, Sandra 
Powell and Steve Costantino, who spoke at a panel discussion 

at the poverty conference at Roger Williams Park Casino on May 3. 

NAOMI FASTOVKSY with some of 
the books for her book drive. 

played soccer with the kids during recess and 
talked with them in Spanish. "Working with 
the kids was great, but I was surprised at the 
level of poverty," said Jonathan. Living con
ditions in Cusco were rough: dirt roads, no 
running water and minimal supplies for the 
preschool. "W e bought them toilet paper, 
paper towels, school supplies, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste," said Jonathan. Even though 
the school had no running water, teachers 
taught the children how to brush their teeth. 
"W orking with the kids helped me improve 
my Spanish and my teaching skills," said 
Jonathan. "We stayed with a family that lives 
in Cusco," said Jonathan. 

The family also squeezed in some sight
seeing. "One of my ancestors was one of the 
last Inca chiefs," said Jonathan. "It was great 
to learn firsthand about Inca culture." 

Before the family left, the preschoolers 
made thank you cards for their new friend 
from America. Jonathan will continue to 
send money to the preschool, especially now 
that he has met the children. 

JONATHAN GLICKMAN-TONDREAU 
w ith a preschooler in Cusco. 

C lllLDREN'S BOOKS HAVE HAPPY ENDINGS 

"Take what you love and try to give it to 
someone who does not have as much as you 
do," said Naomi Fastovsky, who will become 
a bat mitzvah on May 21, 2011 at Temple 
Shalom. 

Naomi, who loves to read, also loves kids. 
When she learned that some kids don't have 
easy access to literature, Naomi wanted to 
help. She decided to organize a book drive to 
collect books that other kids had outgrown 
or no longer wanted, and give them to kids 
in need in her community. Here's how she's 
doing it. 

Through her research, Naomi discovered 
Books-A-Go Go, a Jacksonville, Fla.-based 
international organization that collects new 
and used children's books and gives them 
to children from low-income families. The 
books are distributed th rough schools and 
organizations that support these children. 
Books-A-Go Go helped Naomi with her 
book drive in a number of ways. "They let 
me use their name on my flyer and gave me 
bookmarks to put inside the letter I use to 
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Tinie to organize, to protest, to act 
At third annual poverty 

conference, call for change, 
not charity 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PRACTICE K'DUSHAH, holiness, 
approximately 150 individuals the 
third annual "One Voice to Reduce 
Poverty" conference on Tuesday, 

May 3, were told. We can, said Rabbi Amy 
Levin, "transform everything from a snack 
[or] a conversation to an act of charity. Our 
ingredients are easily found . . . an apple, a 
lonely neighbor or a single mom with a mini
mum wage job; mix any one of these with a 
short blessing, a sense of gratitude to God, 
a perception of the dignity of every human 
being... and voila! We have transformed 
an everyday, dreary moment into a moment 

infused with the holy presence of God." The 
audience was composed of faith leaders from 
many denominations, community organizers, 
policy experts and members of the Rhode 
Island Interfaith Coalition Fighting Poverty 
(Coalition), which sponsored the event at the 
Roger Williams Park Casino in Providence. 
The Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
Community Relations Council is a founding 
member of the Coalition. 

M axine Richman, the C oalition's chair, 
offered introductory remarks. Past confer
ences have looked at poverty through different 
lenses; she said that this conference focuses on 
the faces of poverty in Rhode Island - "the 
elderly person who must choose between 
buying food or much-needed medicine, the 
4,398 people who lived in a homeless shelter 
or transitional housing at least one night in 
2010, the working person whose wages are 
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Israeli dancer's creation is a family-friendly show 
PPAC show combines 
music, dance, theater 

and humor 
Bv VOICE & H EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Audiences at 
The Aluminum Show at PPAC 
- called "a stimulating tour-de
force" that combines movement, 
dance, visual theater and plenty 
of humor - might be grateful 
that its creator, Ilan Azriel, has a 
thick skin . A sabra from Dimona, 
Israel Azriel emailed from Israel 
(with his wife, Ella M unk A zriel 
t ranslating his com ments into 
English), "I started to dance when 
I was a kid in Dimona; it wasn't 
easy because I was the only boy in 
a group of girls. All the other boys 
were laughing at me, but I didn't 
give up." 

N ow 43, after dancing in the 
Inbal Dance Theater in Tel Aviv 
and the Kibbutz Contemporary 
D ance Company, Azriel estab
lished a group to combine dance, 
unique choreography and pup
petry. His works have been per
formed in Berlin, M oscow and Las 
Vegas . 

PERFORMERS in The Aluminum Show 

And it's Las Vegas that has 
influenced a good deal of Azriel's 
work. When he was invited to Las 
Vegas about 10 years, he "went to 
see some of the big shows .. . [they] 
definitely had an influence on me. 
I try to create a show that will give 
people the opportunity to leave 
their day-to-day life behind them 
and sail, for an hour and half, to a 
different world, a world that is all 

imagination, fun and ecstasy." 
The show's message, said a 

PPAC representative, incorporates 
the importance of recycling and 
reusing our precious resources. The 
Aluminum Show uses recycled 
industrial materials to build their 
set, clothe their performers, and 
interact with the audience. And 
the show itself is about a young 
machine that is separated from 
its parents and is trying to reunite 

with them. The young machine 
becomes frie nds with a human 
and they work together to get back 
home. 

Just as making do with the 
resources at hand is important, 
Azriel also taps into the creativity 
and energy of those around him. 
H e explains: "Once I have a new 
idea for a scene, I turn to other 
creators. For example, when it's 
something visual that has to do 
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with the materi al, set or effects - I 
turn to creators in these fields, tell 
them about the idea and ask them 
to make it happen. 

"If the idea has to do with move
ment or dance, I first turn to the 
company manager for advice, then 
to the dancers themselves. W e try 
to implement the idea in the studio 
together with the dancers; they all 
contribute." 

The show is so unexpected, 
wrote Azriel, that people find it 
amazing. Asked what the biggest 
challenge in creating this show, 
Azriel wrote, "[It] was to create a 
show for all languages, all cultures 
and all languages." 

Although he's not danced since 
The Aluminum Show debuted in 
Jerusalem in 2003, Azriel is relaxed 
about what will come next. In the 
meantime, he continues to enjoy 
the enthusiastic responses they 
receive from audiences around the 
world to the ever-evolving show. 

1he show, one for the entire fa mily, 
will be at the Providence Perform
ing A rts Center (PPAC) on Friday, 
M ay20 at 8p.m.; Saturday, M ay 21 
at 2 and 8 p.m.; and Sunday, M ay 
22. 1he ticket prices range from $63 -
136, with a SJ per ticket restoration 
charge. Purchase tickets at the PPAC 
Box Office, online at www.ppacri. 
org or 421-2787. 

Offering one·week sessions from June 20th to August 19th 
Camp is open to the public - Non·Members welcome! 

For children entering Pre·K through 5th grade 

Swimming, Golf. Martial Arts, Arts & Crafts, Wack~ 
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The Baghdad pogrom of 1941 
The beginning of the 
end of a 2, 600-year 

relationship 
B Y BRUNO H ARRIS 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

Editor's note: 7his year's Inte,jaith 
Holocaust Commemoration service, 
held at Temple Emanu-EI on Sunday, 
May l ,Jeatured the history of an anti
Jewish pogrom known as the Farhud, 
instigated largely by Nazi collabo
rators in Baghdad in 1941. Brown 
Emeritus Professor of Mathematics 
Bruno Harris was there when it hap
pened. H ere are his recollections of the 
time. 

THE MEMBERS OF the 
Herscovici family (my par
ents M arc and Adele, my 

6-year old sister Edith and I , then 
age 9} were Romanian Jews who 
left Romania in early 1941 and 
headed for Palestine as refugees 
from the Nazis. 

Anti-Semitic pogroms in 
Romania the previous year closely 
paralleled what would happen in 
Baghdad in 1941. In September 
1939, the radio in our house in 
Ploesti repeated over and over: 
"A team of Legionnaires (i.e., the 
fascists known as the I ron Guard} 
has executed Prime Minister 
Armand Calinescu." When the 
Legionnaires fa iled to take over 
the capital, Bucharest, they took 
out their frustrations on the Jews 
of that city, killing a large number 
and impaling their bodies on meat 
hooks in the municipal slaughter
house. When my uncle phoned 
us from Bucharest, warning of a 
possible pogrom in Ploesti, my 
parents decided to leave as soon 
as possible, hoping to reach Pal
estine even without a visa {which 
could only be granted by Britain, 
then governing Palestine under a 
League of Nations Mandate). 

In early 1941, our family took a 
train through Turkey into Syria, 

intending to leave the 
train at some point 
where we might manage 
to enter Palestine from 
Syria. But our attempt 
to leave the train was 
blocked by the French 
colonial authorities 
then ruling Syria, so 
we had to continue on 
to Baghdad, then also 
under British colonial 
rule, where we were 
allowed to alight. We 
took rooms at the Hotel 
Semiramis in Baghdad, 
where we planned to sit 
tight while waiting for 
certificates to enter Pal
estine. 

/ Courtesy Bruno Harris 
While we were there, 

a revolt against the 
British, fomented by 

Bruno Harris and his sister, Edith, as young child ren in Romania 

Nazi collaborators, broke out on 
April 1, 1941. It at first succeeded 
in driving out the British, but we 
stayed on in our hotel, whose front 
wall abutted the city's main street 
lined with shops, while its back 
lawns overlooked the Tigris River. 
As foreigners, we were not person
ally affected by the revolution. In 
fact, not much was happening in 
Baghdad; every morning, a couple 
of British planes flew overhead to 
bomb the rebels, who were based 
some distance away, then flew back 
again; only then would we hear 
the air raid siren, followed shortly 
afterwards by the "All Clear" 
signal. 

This quiet period ended on May 
31, when British forces suppressed 
the rebellion and re-occupied 
Baghdad. On June 1, which in 
1941 coincided with the festival 
of Shavuot, the Arabs rioted and 
attacked the Jews of Baghdad. 
According to Wikipedia, about 
1,000 Jews were killed (175 of 
them walking home from Shavuot 
services} and thousands injured. 
Fearing that the rioters would 
attack our hotel, we hid under a 

table in our room, which was at 
street level. We were on the other 
side of a wall separating the hotel 
from the city's main street. Later 
we learned that a Jewish shop
keeper was d ragged into the street 
and his throat slit by the riot
ers. Fortunately we did not wit
ness this horrific event, although 
it happened just feet away from 
our hiding place. This riot, later 
known as the Farhud (an Arabic 
word of Persian origin which 
roughly translates to "pogrom"} 
would mark the beginning of the 
end of the Jewish community's 
2,600-year history in Iraq. 

My parents gave up hope of 
receiving certificates to enter Israel, 
and we transferred to the town of 
Basra, where we could take a ship 
to Bombay, (where there was an 
Iraqi Jewish community); in fact, 
the city's main library was named 
after the Sassoons, a prominent 
Iraqi-Jewish family. In Bombay, 
my sister and I went to d ifferent 
schools (and Sam Shamoon would 
later attend the boys' division of my 
sister's school}. In 1946, we made 
it to the United States, first to Los 
Angeles and finally to Providence 
in 1961. 

The Bucharest events of 1941 
are described in the Wikipedia 
article on Calinescu, with many 
references. It seems the Legion
naires assassinated Calinescu on a 
sidewalk in central Bucharest, and 
bystanders killed the assassins on 
the spot. The Iron Guard power 
grab was suppressed by General 
Antonescu, who went on to rule 
Romania in collaboration with 
German forces. My hometown of 
Ploesti, located amidst the main 
European oilfields, was crucial 
to the German war effort, and 
was bombed repeatedly by Allied 
planes. My aunt, uncle and three 
teenage cousins lived through this 
bombing. The cousins also spent 
two years in a camp. One cousin 
said to me, 60 years later, "I don't 
want to talk about it." The same 
cousin said that the Gestapo had 
been searching for my father. For
tunately, after the war, their family 
was able to reach Israel. 

Bruno Harris lives in Providence. 
Contact him at bry'aharris@veri
zon.net. He thanks Judith Romney 
Wegner far her interest in and assis
tance with this article. 

• Candle Lighting Times May 13 ......................... 7:36 May 27 ......................... 7:49 

for greater Rhode Island May 20 ························· 7:42 June 3 •························· 7:54 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Nancy Kirsch • nkirsch@shalomri.org 
421-4111, ext. 168 

DESIGN & LAYOUT 
Leah Camara • lcamara@shalornri.org 

ADVERTISING 
Tricia Stearly • tstearly@shalornri.org 
441-1865 or 421-4111, ext. 160 

COLUMNISTS: Dr. Stanley Aronson, Michael 
Fink, Terna Gouse, Ruth Horowitz, Sam Lehman
Wilzig, Yehuda Lev (emeritus), Rabbi James 
Rosenberg, Joshua Stein, Daniel Stieglitz 

The JEWISH VOICE & ffERAID 
SuvlNG RHODI Isl.AND AND SoUTHUSTllN M,USACHUstTTS 

Copy Deadlines: All news releases, photographs, etc. must 
be received on the Thursday two weeks prior to publication. 
Submissions may be sent to: nkirsch@shalomri.org 

The Jewish Voice & H erald (ISSN number 1539-2104, 
USPS #465-710) is printed bi-weekly, except in July, 
when it is printed only once. 

PERIODI CALS POSTAGE PAID AT 
PROVIDENCE, RI POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes t o: Jewish Alliance of Greater RI, 
401 Elmgrove Ave. Providence, RI 02906 

EDITORIAL BOARD: Howard Tinberg, Chair, John 
Landry, Susan Leach DeBlasio (vice chair, Alliance 
board), Rabbi Amy Levin, Eleanor Lewis, Toby London, 
Rabbi Jacqueline Satlow, Richard Shein, Jonathan 
Stanzler,Joshua Stein, Ezra Stieglitz 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE: Justin "Jay" Strauss, 
Chair, Everett Finkelstein, Toby London, Ken 
Schneider, Bob Starr, Joyce Starr 

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT 
Judith Romney Wegner 

COPY EDITOR/PROOFREADER 
Fran Cohen 

CALENDAR COORDINATOR 
Toby London 

Published by the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island • Chair Richard A. Licht • Interim President Minna Ellison 
All submitted content becomes the property of The Jewish Voice & Herald. Announcements and opinions contained in these pages are published as a service to the community and do not 
necessarily represent the views of The Jewish Voice & Herald or its publisher, the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421-4111 • 401-331-7961 (fax}• E-mail·voiceherald@shalomri.org 

ADVERTISING: We do not accept advertisements far pork or shellfish. We do not attest to the kashrut of any product or the legitimacy of our advertisers' claims. 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 4 Jewish Voice ~Herald May 13, 2011 OPINION 
FROM THE 

ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

Finding 
your way 

BY NA NCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 'TIS THE SEASON ... for high 
school and college gradua-
tions, weddings and more. At 
some point - before, during or 

after the celebrations accompanying these 
life cycle events - participants may wonder, 
"Am I making the right decision? Am I 
choosing the right path for my future?" 

W ell, I'm here to offer some unexpected 
and reassuring, news: It doesn't matter. Life 
works out one way or another, no matter 
which college you choose or which of two 
job offers you should accept. 

Now, bear with me. I'm not advocating a 
completely laissez-faire attitude of "Whar 
ever... 'Bleak City Community College' 
isn't any better than Yale, so I'll pick BCCC 
- it sounds so goth!" And I'm not suggest
ing that choosing a life partner is equivalent 
to a game of"eeny, meeny, miney, moe." 

But as we live our lives, plans, situations 
and outcomes change. M y li fe, like those 
of others I know, is filled with unexpected 
twists and turns, potholes and detours . As a 
young child, I dreamed of writing my own 
book for "The Bobbsey Twins" series (yes, 
I'm aging myself), I grew up to become a 
corporate attorney. Now, here I am writ
ing for a living, though I hope my written 
words are less tedious and dull than those 
in "The Bobbsey Twins" series. 

When a high school senior close to me 
was agonizing between several excellent 
college choices, I suggested she choose the 
campus where she felt the most comfortable 
and could thrive. 

And, after she chose - to the great excite
ment and relief of all involved - I continued 
to counsel this bright young woman. After 
all, I am a Jewish mother. I suggested that, 
at whatever college she attends and, later, 
whatever job she takes, she partake with 
gusto - join clubs, engage with people, try 
different classes, I urged. As for first jobs 
out of college, a placement director at her 
college of choice stunned many parents 
when he said, "By the time an employee in 
America is 36, he or she will have had 14 
different jobs, so, in most cases, there is no 
wrong major!" 

One way or another, life works out -
though certainly not as you might have 
envisioned it when you were young. People 
surprise you - for better or worse - and 
the "filler" job you took because you didn't 
know what else to do might become your 
life's passion. First loves might leave, or not; 
you might find your- self headed 
to Paris to work in 
a renowned restau
rant. 

Finding your way 
is part of life; you 
can't put your life on 
hold while you "figure it all 
out." It's lovely and lonely, messy and mirac
ulous. 

In the meantime, a GPS just might help 
you find your way to all those graduations, 
weddings and other simchas. I just discov
ered its value - several hundred miles too 
late! 

IT SEEMS To ME 

The fallacy of the excluded middle 
No Jewish creed or 
pledge of allegiance 

IN HIS APRIL 22 op-ed column in 
The New York Times, David Brooks 
states that many educated Americans 
"have always admired the style ofbelief 

that is spiritual but not doctrinal, pluralistic 
and not exclusive, which offers tools for 
serving the greater good but is not marred 
by intolerant theological judgments." H e 
then goes on to argue that such "[v)ague, 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

uplifti ng, non-doctrinal 
religiosity doesn't actually 
last." Brooks contrasts this 
"nice and naive" religios
ity with those religions 
which have true staying 
power precisely because 
they are "definite in their 
convictions about what is 
True and False," because 
they possess "communal 
theologies, doctrines and 
codes of conduct rooted in 

claims of absolute truth" and therefore "pro
vide an antidote to mere fashion." It seems 
to me, then, that Brooks is trying to make 
the case that - in terms of what really works 
- various no-nonsense, absolutist versions 
of "old-time religion" are clearly superior to 
their wishy-washy competitors. 

Although I often disagree with Brooks' 
political and social judgments - finding his 
position somewhat, or on occasion more 
than somewhat, to my right - I ne.vertheless 
have long admired the vigor of his wri ting, 
the essential balance and fair-mindedness 
of his analysis and the rigor of his think
ing. In this particular column, however, I 

find Brooks guilty of a rather common logi
cal misstep often called "the fallacy of the 
excluded middle." 

In brief, Brooks has presented his read
ers with a false antithesis; he is asking us to 
choose between two - as if there are only 
two - alternatives: either "vague, uplifting, 
non-doctrinal religiosity" or religion "rooted 
in claims of absolute truth." What Brooks 
has chosen to exclude from his discussion 
is the vast middle range of options. There 
have been, there are and there will continue 
to be innumerable "liberal" approaches to 
lived religion which avoid the extremes of 
"vagueness," on the one hand, and the into!-

"To preserve our core 
identity, Jews have been 
among the world's most 

successful shapeshifters." 

erance of doctrinal absolutism, on the other. 
Indeed, the very headline of the column, 
"Creed or Chaos," which refers to Doro
thy Sayers' essay of the same r.ame cited in 
the body of Brooks' piece, serves to high
light the false dichotomy which Brooks has 
drawn; for certainly there is a vast "excluded 
middle" between the extremes of rigid creed 
and raging chaos. 

I have often put forward my conviction 
that in our forward march through the mil
lennia we Jews have, at our best, managed to 
avoid the extremes of a self-satisfied rigid
ity and an equally self-satisfied "anything 
goes." Even the most traditional forms of 
Judaism have permitted considerable flex-

Letters 

ibility with regard to belief; there is, as has 
been frequently pointed out, no Jewish creed 
or pledge of allegiance. It is not surprising, 
then, that Orthodox Jews define themselves 
not primarily through their beliefs but 
rather through their ritual observance - by 
adherence, for example, to strict standards 
of Sabbath observance and kashrut. To a 
large degree, almost all of us g ive definition 
to our Jewish identity more by what we do 
than by what we say we believe. 

Part of the secret of our survival has been 
our ability to remain protean, to stay flex
ible in ou r response to changing histori
cal circumstances. There is a well-known 
midrash that tells of Moses sitting in on a 
class taught by Rabbi Akiba, who lived well 
more than a thousand years after the death 
of Moses. Even though Akiba is teaching 
the very Torah given to the Jewish people 
b'yad Mosheh, by the hand of Moses, Moses 
confesses to the angel who has brought him 
on this miraculous journey through time 
that he has absolutely no idea what Akiba 
is talking about. Should Moses ever have 
the opportunity to observe the way you 
and I practice Judaism here in New Eng
land in the early 21st century, I wonder how 
he would respond. Paradoxically, then, in 
order to preserve our core identity we Jews 
have been among the world 's most success
ful shapeshifters; we have long inhabited 
the complicated, messy, and fluid world of 
the all too frequently excluded middle; our 
ability to avoid extremes of the too rigid 
"Either" and the overly vague "Or" has kept 
us alive ever since Abraham left his home in 
Ur almost 4,000 years ago. 

James B. R osenberg is the rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

The Alliance must run 
the business effectively 

A tribute to family and faith 

THE APRIL 29 LETTERS of 
Ronald F lorence and Joanna and 
Rebecca Kislak Brown really 

shocked me. I asked myself, "I wonder if 
they run businesses?" The normal proce
dure today in any business or organization 
is to give two to four weeks of separation 
pay and not two to four weeks of notice. 

Unfortunately, there are many people 
who, if given notice, will do anything they 
can in those two to four weeks to hurt the 
business that they have been asked to leave. 
I have no way to know this for certain, 
but I would guess that the Alliance gave 
severance pay to all those who were let go. 

The business arm of the Alliance must 
be kept separate from the charitable arm. 

Edwin S. Mehlman, D.D.S. 
Warren 

D r. M ehlman has been a Federation board 
member and president of the Bureau of Jewish 
Education board. 

Editor's note: Severance was given to each 
employee who was let go; the amount of sev
erance varied depending on the individual's 
length of service. 

!RECENTLY HAD the honor of 
participating in the 110th anniversary 
celebration of the United Brothers His

toric Synagogue-Chevra Agudas Achim 
in Bristol, which paid homage to the 11 
visionary founders. With the help of a pro
fessional genealogist who is also a member 
of the congregation, descendants of seven of 
the 11 founding families were located and 
attended the event. 

I am a native of Providence, and a descen
dant of one of the earliest Bristo!Jewish set
tlers, Max Makowsky, who arrived in 1896, 
and served as a president of the congrega
tion. 

For Jews, our synagogues have always 
played the role of the extended family, 
offering warmth and hospitality to strang
ers and spiritual support to its members. 
The extraordinary efforts of the Bristol 
synagogue to reach out to descendants of 
the founding families have been richly 
rewarded. They have succeeded in reuniting 
individual descendants with their families 
while simultaneously amplifying the syna
gogue's extended family. 

SEND US YOUR LETTERS .... 
The Voice & Herald welcomes letters from our readers. Send letters (no 
more than 250 words, please) to nkirsch@shalomri.org or The Voice ~ 
& Herald, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, RI 02906. VII 

Letters must be signed and may be edited for content and length. 
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Finally, I draw inspiration from the 
fou nders of this synagogue, who came to 
Bristol at the turn of the 19th century in 
search of economic betterment as well as 
religious freedom. Remaining steadfast in 
their faith, they built a small but vibrant 
community where thei r Judaism flourished. 
Although the synagogue has evolved over 
the years, the congregants remain proud 
and respectful conservators of their found
ers' spiritual legacy. May the United Broth
ers Synagogue continue to inspire us with 
their dual messages of family and faith, as 
an integral part of the Bristol community. 

Henry J. Spencer, M.D . 
Woodbridge, Conn. 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice & 

Herald 

THE MISSION of The Jewish 
Voice & H erald is to communicate 
Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 

connecting and giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern M assachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values and the 
professional standards of journalism. 
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FROM THE OLD O LIVETTI 

David Barton is not a legitimate historian 
What did the Founding 

Fathers intend? • 

DOES ANYONE READ the 
Constitution anymore? I mean, 
yes it has embarrassing elements 
(Article IV, Section II, allowing 

vigilantes fr9m the South to come up North 
to retrieve run-away slaves comes to mind 
immediately. But we got rid of that one. It 

cost us a Civil War with 
620,000 deaths, but we 
got rid of it.) But there are 
some gems. I particularly 
like the phrase in Article 
VI that "no religious Test 
shall ever be required as a 
Qyalification to any O ffice 
or public T rust under the 

Josh United States." M any of 
Stein the framers then went 

-"""'""-"="-- on to sit in the first Con
gress which passed and sent around to the 
states a dozen amendments for ratification 
including one that contains this little piece: 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof." 

Which brings me to D avid Barton. H e 
belongs to that school of unprofessional 
historians known as Christian polemicists. 
At a recent conference on church-state rela-

Life in Israel can be filled 
with cacophony, frustration 

"P ATH DEPENDENCE" may 
be a technical term, but the phe-
nomenon is universally found in 
almost all walks of life. As I will 

explain shortly, it also explains to a large 
extent one of the most frustrating aspects of 
Israeli national life. 

The concept of path dependence means 

A: 

Sam 
Lehman
Wilzig 

that the first person, insti
tution or entity to start 
something new essentially 
determines how genera
tions thereafter people will 
continue along the initial 
path, even when it no longer 
makes any sense. The reason 
we do this is habit of mind 
and the innate conservatism 
of human society. 

One famous example is 
the QWERTY keyboard. 

That's the order of the letters laid out on 
everyone's keyboard on the top row beneath 
the numbers (go ahead, take a look). There 
is no contemporary rhyme or reason for this 
- indeed, it is counterproductive. If the key
board was set in rational fashion, then the 
order would be either ABC, etc. (easy to 
remember where each letter appears) or the 
most used letters would be in the middle of 
the keyboard (easy for the fingers to type). 
So why do we have such a nutty disar
ray? Because when the typewriter was first 
invented, the "arm" of each letter took awhile 
to hit the paper and return; if you typed too 
fast back then, the "arms" would get caught 
one into the other. So QWERTY was 
designed to slow down the pace of typing! 

tions held at Roger Williams University 
(full disclosure - I organized the confer
ence), Professor Matt M cCook of Okla
homa Christian University (which I do 
not believe is a hotbed of radical leftists) 
defines Christian polemicists as suspi
cious of professional historians whom they 
believe make too much of the Enlighten
ment and deny the fundamental Christian 
beliefs of the Founding Fathers. Instead this 
group argues that the founders were devout 
Christians who wanted to create the United 
States as a Christian nation. Other con
ferees took it as a given that the founders, 
even if some were religious, did not want to 
make America a Christian nation and one 
pointed out that the Constitution is godless 
(in that God is not mentioned at all). 

Barton, according to a recent story in 
The New York Times (May 5), has been 
consulted by several potential Republican 
presidential candidates, including Mike 
Huckabee who praises Barton as "maybe 
the greatest living historian on the spiritual 
nature of America's early days," Newt Gi n
grich, who believes that "American freedoms 
are divinely granted," and Tea Party favor
ite Michele Bachmann. All praise his work 
dedicated to the argument that the United 
States was fou nded as a Christian nation and 
is on the road to ruin because we have for
gotten this and abolished prayer in school. 
As do all of his kind, Barton has a problem 

with Thomas Jefferson's argument in his 
famous 1802 letter to the Danbury (Conn.) 
Baptist Association which called for a wall 
of separation between church and state, the 
basis (along with actual words of the Con
stitution) of the principle that there should 
be a wall of separation between church 
and state. According to Barton, Jefferson's 
"wall" was meant only to protect religion 
from the state, not the other way around. It 

"Jefferson was an atheist, 
convinced that within a 
generation a11 Americans 

wou1d be Unitarians." 

was intended to keep "Christian principles 
in government," not prevent religion in the 
public sphere. Sadly, there's nothing in Jef
ferson's letter or in his life to substantiate 
this. Jefferson was an atheist, convinced that 
within a generation all Americans would be 
Unitarians (another way of denying Jesus' 
divinity). 

At the Roger Williams conference men
tion was several times made of different 
tiers of founders. There were those who 
participated in the writing of the D ecla
ration of Independence and the Constitu-

tion, and those who didn't. Patrick H enry 
is an example of the latter. H e was a devout 
Christian who advocated taxation to sup
port religion, and limiting public office to 
Trinitarian Protestants. But the people who 
actually wrote the documents that define 
America rejected Henry's ideas. 

Even ignoring the fact that Barton twice 
spoke before neo-Nazi groups (he claimed 
not to know they were neo-Nazis) his dis
tortions ought to offend· Christians and 
Jews (and Muslims and atheists). America's 
radical departure into modernity was acting 
upon what it learned from Europe - to 

separate church and state. When the state 
creates a preferred religion, the state will be 
engulfed in civil war, learning will be sti
fled , dissenters will be jailed (or worse) and 
society will stagnate. 

God gave the United States a nonsectar
ian Consti tution - I know because Newt 
Gingrich tells me so. But if we allow the 
David Bartons of this world, based on 
cherry-picked quotations and a misread
ing of the past, to convince us that Amer
ica was intended to be a Christian nation, 
America will not be strengthened; it will be 
destroyed. 

j osh Stein is a professor of history at R oger 
Williams Univ ersity. Contact him at }stein@ 
rwu.edu. 

REFLECTIO NS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Israel's 'path dependence' 
At some point Remington overcame the 

"stuck arm" problem, but by then "path 
dependence" had kicked in - no one wanted 
to change the keyboard because too many 
typists had already become familiar with 
QWERTY. So to this very day, we are still 
using a keyboard on the computer that was 
designed to slow us down and not speed us 
up. 

"lsrae1i society is a 
reflection of Jewish 
history, the Jewish 

mindset and the 
sundry 'governments' 
throughout our 1ong 

history." 

Israel too suffers from path dependence. 
Here I refer to the question oflsrael's politi
cal system specifically, and its hyper-opin
ionated, super-sectorial society in general. 
Why this "balagan," quasi-anarchy? The ori-
gins can be found in two different, historical 
periods: One that began more than 3,000 
years ago, and the other, around the turn of 
the 19th century into the 20th century. 

First, we are called the "Children of 
Israel" - comprising 12 tribes. From the 
start, we were not a unified family or nation. 
Remember what the brothers did to Joseph? 
Remember the civil war among the 12 tribes 
during the era of the Judges? Remember how 
the unified kingdom - kings Saul, David 
and Solomon - lasted all of one century and 
then fell apart into two kingdoms? Remem
ber the Jewish people's long diaspora, spread 

out over the entire globe? Is it any wonder, 
therefore, that today we are unified only by 
our diversity? How could it be otherwise, if 
from the very start we constituted a hydra
headed "polity!" 

Nor was this merely a matter of "poli
tics." Our social and religio-philosophical 
approach reinforced this tendency, at least 
during the past 2,000 years (but probably 
longer than that; recall the Bible's nomencla
ture for the Children oflsrael: "a stiff-necked 
people"). Our magnum opus, comprising the 
Mishnah and Talmud, is a compilation of 
400 years' worth of argumentation and dis
putation, with the underlying motto: "Both 
these and those [opinions] are the word of 
God" - the Jewish people's equivalent of 
yin and yang. We subsequently took this to 
heart with books and commentaries pouring 
forth on every conceivable issue and from 
every possible perspective. 

It is no wonder, then, that when the elec
tions were first held for the World Zion-
ist Organization in 1897, and then for the 
Jewish community's Assembly of Represen
tatives in Palestine in 1920, a proportional 

system of representation was chosen in order 
to enable all Z ionist streams, political ide
ologies, Jewish-religious denominations and 
so on, to partake of the process. That set up 
the dependent path that led to the electoral 
system established in the newborn State of 
Israel in 1948, and which basically continues 
to this very day: approximately 12-15 parties 
elected to each Knesset, ungovernable coali
tions and a cacophony of voices both in and 
outside the government. 

In short, Israeli society and politics today 
is nothing less than a reflection of Jewish 
history, the Jewish mindset and the sundry 
"governments" throughout our long history. 
If that 's the case, the present situation is a 
two-edged sword: the basis oflsrael 's great
est social and political weaknesses, but also 
the foundation of its main strength - and 
potentially its continued longevity. 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar
Ilan University in Israel. In 2008-09 he was 
Schusterman Visiting Professor at Brown Uni
versity. Visit his Web site: www.profslw.com. 
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ers' vibrant diversity of ideas 
and opinions. Thus, our edi
torial policy is as follows: The 
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publication) a contact phone 
number or email. 
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The Eggy Palmer effect 
Finding spiritual 

meaning: An exercise 
in matter over mind? 

W EN OUR 
ON Sam was 
ttle, he played 

game called 
Eggy Palmer. Eggy Palmer is an 
impish children's book character 

Ruth 
Horowitz 

who turns mi lk 
sour. My hus
band would pour 
himself a before
dinner drink, and 
Sam would sidle 
over and wave 
his hand over the 
glass, saying, "I'm 
Eggy Palmer!" 
David would sip 
his drink and 

twist his face in disgust. Hilarity 
would ensue - except for David, 
who discovered that when he 
made a sour face, his martini 
really did taste terrible. 

Psychologists confirm a s1m1-
lar phenomenon. In one study, 
subjects who thought they were 
testing headphones' durability 
were told to move their heads up
and-down or side-to-side while 

they listened to an opinion piece. 
When they were asked afterwards 
to evaluate the argument they'd 
heard, those who had nodded felt 
much more certain of their judg
ments than those who had shaken 
their heads. Action influences 
attitude. 

The Eggy Palmer effect plays out 
in religion, too. Judaism distin
guishes keva, ritual 's predeter
mined form, from kavvanah, 
the mindset we bring to the 
ritual. Without mindful inten
tion, we're often reminded, reli
gious ritual becomes a hollow 
exercise. The Talmud says we 
shouldn't even stand up to pray 
unless we're already in a "rever
ent frame of mind." And when 
we do pray, unless our hearts are 
directed to Heaven, we're not 
really getting the job done. If 
you're thinking about you r next 
Scrabble move while you light the 
Shabbat candles, you're just play
ing with matches. 

In fact, the keva-kavvanah con
nection also operates in the other 
direction. Start going through the 
motions, and motivation often 
follows. That's how it works for 
me, more often than not. The 
effect is usually too subtle to 
really notice. But it can also be 

dramatic. Shaking the lulav on 
Sukkot, for example, strikes me 
as silly, archaic, even alienating. I 
hesitate to participate. But when I 
force myself to engage, the ritual 
reveals its meaning. The point of 
the practice isn't in the thinking, 
but the doing. 

How does this work? Philoso
pher Howard 

Wettstein proposes one explana
tion in his 1997 paper, "Awe and 
the Religious Life." Wettstein 
quotes Abraham Joshua Heschel, 
who, in "God in Search of Man" 
writes, "There is no faith at first 

sight." Faith doesn't come "as an 
unearned surprise," says H eschel. 
Rather, it is "preceded by awe, by 
acts of amazement at things that 
we apprehend but cannot compre
hend." 

The birth of a child, a spec-

"lf you're thinking 
about your next 
Scrabble move 

while you light the 
Shabbat candles, 

you're just playing 
with matches." 

tacular sunset and a great work 
of art all inspire awe. And the 
Jewish system of blessings gives 
these moments their due, insur
ing they're not lost in the press of 
daily life, Wettstein suggests. 

But great jazz solos and post
card skies only come around now 
and then. And that's the other 
reason we need ritual, according 
to Wettstein. All those scheduled 
prayers and candle-lightings and 

Letters 
Mongeau thanks JCC community 

DEARJCC FAMILY: 
It is with great sadness and deep appreciation that I compose 

this farewell to the Jewish community. I have faithfully and pas
sionately served the Jewish Community Center for nearly 20 years in 
many different capacities. 

I was unable to properly express my sincere gratitude in person to all of 
you for your constant and unwavering support. Since 1994, I have been 
dedicated to our JCC community and all of you. Throughout the years, it 
was you, the JCC community, who kept me here and inspired my dedica
tion to community service. I will forever remember laying the groundwork 
for the First Annual JCC Road Race; initiating and/or overseeing vari
ous clubs and programs, managing a successful charity golf tournament; 
implementing New Horizons, the first and only adaptive fitness initiative 
inJCC history; establishing collaborative relationships with ;1rganizations 
such as The Narragansett Boat Club, The Miriam Hospital, Rhode Island 
Rehab, Caster's, Road Runner and many more; and accompanying you on 
your personal journeys toward physical well-being. 

I feel truly honored and blessed to have so many people in the commu
nity care about me. Throughout my professional j · urney, I can truly say, 
that the JCC community has become a family to my own family and me. 

I am forever grateful that you have made my journey at the JCC so very 
special. Thank you for being a part of my life. 

Lisa Cournoyer Mongeau 
Cumberland 

A divided community is not good 

IT WOULD BE revealing 
perhaps, if the Jewish Federa
tion, now known as the Jewish 

Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, 
has lost many pledges since the 
merger? I will be , amazed (and 
pleasantly surprised) if I get a real 
answer to this question. 

The letter from Ronald Florence 
would indicate displeasure with 
the methods used to make the cuts 
in the budgets. The letter from 
Harris Rosen is typically concilia
tory and to be expected from a past 
president of JFRI. Minna Ellison 

bears the brunt of the anger from 
the community, unfortunately, 
because she was the bearer of the 
bad news. 

Upon reflection, I am sure 
there were far better ways of com
municating the necessary cuts, 
and the Alliance should have 
been in the forefront, not back
ing into apologies and excuses. 
A divided Jewish community does 
us no good. 

Jane S. Nelson 
Providence 

My gift will go up 

IWAS PLEASED - not at the 
pains of those who lost their 
jobs! - to see real action to deal 

with the reality of our community's 
needs and how to respond. I hope 
to see a continuing reality in the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island's goal to provide us with a 
vibrant community that will confi
dently face the future and its needs. 

The Alliance needs to deal with 
the educational needs and the dis
parate approaches which do not 
provide the best result. What needs 
attention is cooperation among the 
congregations in forging a state 

program of Jewish education. Not 
an easy task. They each face finan
cial stresses of their own. 

Best of luck to Richard Licht 
and his colleagues. My gift will 
go up next year - as it did this 
year. But the Alliance is not the 
raising of funds - alone - but the 
appropriate use for the good of the 
Jewish community. 

Maurice Glicksman 
Providence 

Glicksman is a former 
]FRI vice president. 

Reader disputes Stein's views 
of Jews in America 

S USUAL, I disagree with 
the writings of Josh Stein, 
pecifically in his Feb. 18 

column, "Jews are strangers in a 
strange land," which contained, in 
part, the following: "We came to 
a country, not our own, a country 
where Christians were the domi
nant element, and brought with us 
our strange ways. Many of us have 
subsequently modified, but we are 
still strangers in a strange land. 
When 'Americans' are to the left 
or right, they are still Americans. 
Jews, though, are Jews of the left 
or right." 

Stein seems oblivious to the most 
salient characteristic of Americans 
- their diversity, which collectively 
has strengthened America. That 

wwwjvhri.org 

Stein considers himself and other 
Jews "strangers in a strange land" 
is pathetic. Perhaps he, alone, is 
strange. 

Our country is made up of many 
ethnic groups, including Jews, 
Irish, Italians, Armenians, Greeks, 
Asians, and blacks. Those groups 
are all minorities with distinctive 
differences. They cannot all be 
"strangers in a strange land." Nor 
can those of English ancestry, now 
a minority themselves, be. 

If, however, "being a stranger in 
a strange land" also applies to non
Jewish ethnic groups, I am all for it 
and want to be included. 

Barrie Shore 
East Greenwich 

OPINION 

so on create opportunities for what 
Rabbi Elliot Dorff describes as the 
dual experience of being "humbled 
but elevated" - of recognizing 
simultaneously a sense of one's 
human limitation and of having 
been created in the divine image. 

The experience doesn't just feel 
good. As Wettstein suggests, it 
can also do good, by inspiring gen
erosity of spirit, lack of pettiness, 
increased ability to forgive and 
to contain anger and disappoint
meht. These ne godly attributes -
worthy aspirations no matter what 
your view of God. 

Is the Eggy Palmer effect a for m 
of self-deception? You could call it 
that. Or you could see it as a useful 
tool for attitude adjustment. It 
doesn't succeed for everyone or in 
all situations, but it can be surpris
ingly effective. 

Years after he pretended to 
sour David 's martini, our son 
started college, and found himself 
assigned to the roommate from 
hell. It could have been the worst 
year of his life, but Sam was deter
mined not to let it be. Since he 
couldn't change his roommate, he 
decided to change himself. Rather 
than dwelling on the parts of his 
life that annoyed him, he con
centrated on those that made him 
happy. 

"I pretended to be more excited 
than I really was," he later 
explained to us. "I figured if I 
acted excited, I would start to feel 
excited, and then I wouldn't care 
as much about the other stuff." The 
ploy worked. 

Sam didn't know it, but he 
was confirming the claim of the 
early 19th-century Hasidic rabbi, 
Nachman of Breslov. "If you don't 
feel happy, pretend to be," Rabbi 
Nachman advised. "Act happy. 
Genuine joy will follow." 

Horowitz, a farmer journalist 
with Seven Days, a Vermont news
paper, now works as a freelance 
writer and biogs at www. ruth
horowitz. wordpress.com. Contact her 
at ruth.horowitz@gmail.com. 

Habitat story should 
spark interest 

TIANKS FOR SUCH 
nice article on H abitat 

( Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers change lives one family 
at a time") in the April 29 issue 
of the paper. I appreciate Nancy 
Kirsch 's effort - I hope it sparks 
some interest for us. It was very 
well done .. 

TobyMarwil 
Providence 

Marwil is the coordinator far the 
Habitat far Humanity group that 
meets on Sundays in Providence. 



COMMUNITY 
Thank you, Rhode Island! 

Campaign expected 
to reach $3.3 million 

BY ELLEN J. CHERNACK 

echernack@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - I want to take 
this opportunity to express my 
sincere gratitude to the Jewish 
community of Rhode Island for 
making my job as interim chief 
philanthropy officer an extreme 
privilege and pleasure. I was 
warmly and graciously welcomed 
when I came to your great state. 
You are a caring community with 
a big Jewish heart; you allowed me 
to feel that sense of belonging to 
something bigger than myself -
belonging to a community. 

It is with great pride that I share 
some positive news with you. 
Thanks to the collective contribu
tions of everyone who was involved 
in our Annual Community Cam
paign, our efforts succeeded, and 
our 2011 Annual Community 
Campaign will change lives for 
the better. Together, in the face 
of extraordinarily challenging cir
cumstances, we raised a projected 
$3.3 million to support Jewish lives 
and Jewish life in the year ahead. 

Each and every donor has had 
a role in this effort. Thanks go to 
all of our generous donors, our 
challenge grant contributors, the 
campaign leadership team, the 
campaign team leaders and vol
unteers and the staff of the Jewish 

Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 
Some of the numbers are enlight
ening. Five hundred and ten 
donors collectively increased their 
2011 Campaign gifts by more 
than $122,000 over their 2010 
Campaign gifts; and 177 donors 
who did not contribute to the 2010 
Campaign (but who contributed in 

"We will feed the 
hungry, counsel 

the troubled, 
elevate the lives 
of the vulnerable 
and support the 
personal Jewish 

journeys of youth, 
individuals and 

families." 

the past) contributed $79,000 this 
year. Finally, gifts totaling more 
than $18,000 came from 47 brand 
new donors. 

Because of you, we will be able 
to feed the hungry, counsel and 
comfort the troubled, elevate the 
lives of the frail and vulnerable 
and support the exploration of the 
personal Jewish journeys of youth, 
individuals and families. Thank 

you, Rhode Island! 

WHAT IS A COMMUl\'ITY? 

A community can be defined as 
a social group of any size whose 
members often share a common 
culture and a long history. It is a 
place where group members share 
beliefs and common ideals and 
work to pursue making the world 
a better place than that which 
they inherited. It offers opportu
nities for robust debate about its 
organizational goals and priori
ties, all of which leads to creating a 
shared vision of what the commu
nity wants to be. It takes action to 
implement that shared vision. 

Our Annual Community Cam
paign supports the actions that 
build community every day here 
in Rhode Island and around the 
world. It has been my observation 
that Rhode Islanders always take 
"the high road" by recognizing 
that the "big picture needs" of our 
local and global community must 
be met above all else. Thank you, 
again, for being so welcoming, for 
your generosity and for your will
ingness to share your good fortune 
to sustain and enrich Jewish lives 
and Jewish life through the work 
of the Annual Community Cam
paign of the Alliance. 

Ellen Chernack, seroed in a con
sulting role, as the interim chief 
philanthropy officer at the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island. 

Finding comm.unity in a synagogue 
Don't focus on the 
movement, but on 
the environment, 

rabbis advise 
BY KIT H ASPEL 

khaspel@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Thurs
day, April 28, three rabbis from 
three different Jewish movements 
spoke at a meeting of The Moth
ers Circle. Their message was the 
same: Look to join a community, 
not a movement. The Mothers 
Circle participants, non-Jewish 
women who are raising Jewish 
children, were curious about how 
to get involved in Jewish life and 
how accepting various synagogues 
might be to their participation as 
the non-Jewish partner or parent. 

Rabbis Andrew Klein ofTemple 
Habonim, a Reform synagogue in 
Barrington; Amy Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael, a Conservative syn
agogue with "homes" in Cranston 
and East Greenwich; and Elyse 
Wechterman of Congregation 
Agudas Achim, a Reconstruction
ist synagogue in Attleboro, Mass. 
were unanimous in praising the 
women for the gift they are giving 
the Jewish community by raising 
their children as Jews. Each of 
them would welcome the women 

/ Kit Haspel 

RABBIS ANDREW KLEIN, ELYSE WECHTERMAN and AMY LEVIN 

and their families in their respec
tive congregations. The uniform 
message was to try different syna
gogues to find the community that 
fits; by going to worship services a 
few times, they would begin to feel 
part of the community. 

"Now l'm going 
to look for a 
community." 

The women were also warned 
to expect to feel uncomfortable at 
first, but also to know that other 
individuals would also be present 
who weren't completely familiar 

with all that was going on. The 
Mothers Circle participants found 
the panel inspiring. One woman 
said as she was going out the door, 
"Now I'm going to look for a com
munity." 

Kit Haspel is 1he Mothers Circle 
coordinator in Rhode Island. Contact 
her at khaspel@shalomri.org. 

1he Mothers Circle, a program 
of the Jewish Outreach Institute for 
non-Jewish women raising Jewish 
children, is coordinated locally by the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island and is generously fonded by 
the Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation and the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 

wwwJvhri.org 
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/Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman 

'Deans for the Day' students visit the Alliance 

LARRY KATZ, of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
(Alliance), shows materials from the Alliance's Creativity Center 
to Gavriel and Yehuda Schwartz, Providence Hebrew Day 
School (PHDS) students who served as Deans for the Day on 
Wednesday, May 4. Each year, Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman, PHDS 
dean, brings the Dean for the Day program to the Alliance so 
that the students learn more about the Jewish community. 

SECOND ANNUAL 
RHODE ISLAND 

KOSHER 
CH.ILi 
COOK-OFF 
JUNE 5, 2011 
3 SIVAN 5771 

Come cheer on your favorite teams 
and enjoy family day activities 

Kosher Chili Cook-Off Competition 
with Local Teams 

Family and Children's Activities 
Entertainment • Prizes 

All proceeds benefit family programming in our community. 

For more information, visit 
www.rikosherchilicookoff.com 

All are welcome! 

The Jewish Federation, Jewish Community Center Jewish Alliance 
and Bureau of Jewish Education are now OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Together, we are stronger. 

www.shalomri.org 
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AsKWENDY Share the love .... 

Answers to questions you didn't know you had ARE YOU A FAN of The 
Voice & Herald? Are 
:you willing to share your 

thoughts about the newspaper 
with our Jewish community? If 
so, you could win two round-trip 
tickets for the Block Island ferry. 

BY WENDY JOERING 

wjoering@shalomri.org 

DEAR RHODE Island, 
I am always getting 
wonderful questions 
and spending time 

speaking to many of you about 
everything in the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community. There 
are so many great things happening 
that I wanted you to know about. 

Did you know that ... ? 
• The J after-school staff can pick 

your child up from the bus stop 
in front of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (Alliance) or 
at the Jewish Community School 
Day and Nathan Bishop. Then 
they can pick from a wide variety 
of after-school programs offered at 
the]. 

• A discount is offered on classes 
for all J-Space full-year kids 
enrolled 3 - 5 days a week. There is 
a full summer discount of $200, the 
cost of a full week ofJ-Camp. 

•The J children's programs are 
licensed by the Department of 
Children Youth and Families. 

• J-Camp has a 13:1 adult/child 
ratio for older kids' camp. 

• Counselors-in-Training (CITs) 
can participate in our yearlong pro
grams andJ-Cation camp. 

• J-Cation camp is being offered 
for two-weeks by the day, before 
J-Camp starts. 

• We can create a J-Cation camp 
to fit your needs. If your school has 
vacation or a day off that is different 
from the already scheduled vacation 
time, all you need is a minimum of 
five children to sign up (for children 
in grades kindergarten through six) 
and they'll have a fun-filled day. 

• Students in grades 7 - 10 can 
volunteer during the school year in 
the after school program. 

Contact Shannon Boucher at 
sboucher@shalomri.org or 861-8800, 
ext. 147 for more information. 

Did you know that . . . ? 
The Social Hall, conference 

rooms and boardrooms are avail
able to rent for conferences, 
social events, continuing edu
cation classes or other events? 
Contact Carol Gualtieri at 861-8800, 
ext.109 or cgualtieri@shalomri.orgfor 

For Children Ages 4 - 12 

I! ,f, A•''-'.'V•. f·)I•. ;• , i,J1 J, ,j[llj, \, l'l, ;F1 , .. •,1 'r< • 
1 )l, ! dkev1('w ~,t. Sh,1ror1, MA www [ verwoodDalJCamp com 

What is behind Arab refusal to recognize Israel 
as a Jewish state, popular opposition to peace 
treaties with Israel in Egypt and Jordan, failed 
Oslo Accords and nuclear threat from Iran? 

~ RI Chapter o :A-mericans For a Safe 
Israel is sponsoring a talk by Dr. Andrew 
Bostom on anti-Sed'iitism in the Islamic 
world. Dr. Bostom is~ noted author of 
The Legacy of Jihad is a Fox News 

lam. 

Admis11011 i', free. We will be collecting donations for Victims of Arab 
Terror Funi dll of which will go to 1upport the orpham of Fogel family. 

Sunday, May 22 at 4 p.m . 
. l1, · . I', 1r1, · .f:1 

,11,;• ,,,11·1 

rental rates and reservatiom. 
• J-Fitness offers a summer mem

bership special? 
Contact Doris Moore or Denise 

Aubin at 861-8800 for mqre infor
mati.on. 

• The Alliance offers extra assis
tance with Hebrew school studies 
for students with special needs? 

Contact Michelle Cicchitelli, special 
education comultant, at 861-8800, 
ext. 178 for more information. 

• The JCC's Early Childhood 
Center has a satellite preschool at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington 
that also offers camp as well? 

Contact Sara Foster at 440-4376 
for more infarmati.on. 

•Tue JCC's Early Childhood 
Center, · which is NAEYC-certi
fied, is enrolling for next year. It 
offers morning swim classes in the 
older toddler and preschool rooms, 
and afternoon enrichment classes 
for preschoolers. 

Contact H elen West at 421-4111, 
ext. 131 for more information. 

I hope this provided you with 
new and useful information. Please 
remember- if there is anything that 

I can help you with, don't hesitate to 
Ask Wendy! 

Wendy Joering is the Jewish com
munity concierge at the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. Contact 
her at wjoering@ 
shalomri.org or 
421-4111, ext. 
169. 

Give us your best shot: 
• Tell us your five favorite 

aspects of the paper, or 
• Why it's important to you, or 
• How The Voice & Herald 

enriches your knowledge of the 
Jewish community, or 

• How you benefit from reading 
it. 

If you're among the lucky win
ners, you will win two Block 
Island ferry passes and you will be 
featured in upcoming issues of the 
newspaper. 

Don't wait another minute! 
Please send your story (of any 
length) to us by June 1. 

Email nkirsch@shalomri.org or 
write The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
401 ElmgroveAve., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Alliance employees are not 
allowed to participate. 

J-Fitness summer memberships, summer discounts 
PROVIDENCE - ]-Fitness is 
offering summer memberships 
- from May 15 through Sept. 
6 - for new members, starting 
at $195. Membership includes 
use of the indoor pool, ] -Fitness 
center, the basketball gym and 

discounts for J-Camp summer 
camp, infant and toddler care 
and preschool. Call 861-8800 to 
request a tour or for more informa
tion. 

Existing members ofJ-Fitness 
may join the men's or women's 

health club for the same time 
period for $50. The clubs offer 
towel service, adults-only locker 
room, free entrance to aquatic 
and rowing classes, sauna and 
steam room. Call Doris or Denise 
at 861-8800. 

Things are really heating up 
Preparing/or the 2nd 
Annual Rhode Island 
Kosher Chili Cook-Off 

BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The 2nd 
Annual Rhode Island Kosher 
Chili Cook-Off (Chili Cook-Off) 
is a community-wide celebration, 
bringing people together from 
across southeastern New England 
for an afternoon of chili and family 
fun. On June 5, from 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m., up to 25 teams will compete 
to win bragging rights for the best 
kosher chili in Rhode Island. 

1'This year's event is expected to 
be even better," said event co-chair 
Meredith Sine!. "We learned so 
much last year - we're really ramp
ing up the excitement for this year's 
event. Tell all your friends to save 
the date, this is a 'must attend' 
event." 

More than 700 people attended 
last year's event, and this year prom
ises to draw an even bigger crowd. 
Held on the lawn behind the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
(the Alliance), this year's event will 
include chili sampling, face paint
ing, an inflatable obstacle course, 
rock-climbing wall, craft fair, con
cessions, an expanded beer garden, 

wwwjvhri.org 

more live music and the return of 
Sparky the Fire Dog. "This is a 
great family-oriented event," said 
Stephanie Markoff-Cohen, direc
tor of arts and culture for the Alli-
ance. 

Medals will be awarded to the 
first, second and third place teams. 
This year's judges include Chef 
Frank Terranova from Johnson 

SECOND ANNUAL 
RHODE ISLAND 

KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 
JUNE 5, 2011 
3 SIVAN 5771 

& Wales University, Chef Nemo 
Bolin of Cook & Brown Public 
House in Providence, Ann Marie 
Bouthillette of Blackbird Farm in 
Smithfield and Karl Guggenmos, 

university dean of culinary educa
tion at Johnson & Wales Univer
sity. Those attending the Chili 
Cook-Off will also get their say 
- as a crowd-favorite prize winner 
will also be named. 

"We have teams coming from as 
far away as Brookline, Mass.," said 
Markoff Cohen, "and there are still 
spots available if more teams are 
interested!" 

Chili will be available in mild, 
medium and hot varieties as well as 
turkey chili and soy chili. Kashrut 
laws are being closely followed, 
thanks to Rabbi Raphie Schochet, 
Anshel Strauss and Deb Blazer, 
who are collectively managing the 
entire cooking processes, under the 
supervision of the Vaad of Rhode 
Island. Proceeds raised from the 
Chili Cook-Off will go towards 
family programming at the Alli
ance. 

The cost of admission is 15 for 
children (under the age of 12), 110 
for adults with a 130 maximum 
for families and all activities are 
free. For more information about 
team registration and spomorship 
opportunities, please contact Stephanie 
Markoff Cohen at 861-8800, ext. 
108, scohen@shalomri.org or vifit 
www.rikosherrhilicookoff.com. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
ciate for the Alliance. 

o-
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At J-Fitness, your health and 
well-being -are our top priority. 

Special summer memberships now available. 
Contact Doris and Denise at 401.861.8800. 

wwwjvhri.org 

J ew~sh Alliance 
; .. · OF_ GREATER RHODE I SLAND 

' ·Togethei/ we are stronger. 

www.shalomri.org 
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Friday 8 p.m. 6:30- 8 p.m. Friday Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 

$38, $53, $78 More info: Lori at 421-0008 Cranston 

May13 More info: 942-8350 Hebrew Free Loan Annual May 20 10:30 a.m. 

The PJ Library Story TI me Sunday Meeting Brotherhood Shabbat 
$10 per person/$25 per family 

Books on the Square, 471 The 108th meeting of Gemilath Temple Sina i, 30 Hagen Ave., 
More info: Marcy at 946-3796 or 
familycohen@juno.com Angell St., Providence May15 Chesed - The Hebrew Cranston 

10- 11 a.m. Free Loan Assoc iation of 7:30 p.m. United Brothers Synagogue 
More info: Nicole Katzman at Hadassah Regional Providence; guest speaker 

More info: 942-8350 Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
861-8800 ext. 180 or nkatzma n@ Conference Nicholas Lowinger. Bristol Highlands Improvement 
shalomri.org Dr. Meredith Drench installed 58 Burlington St., Providence Saturday Assoc iation, 16 Sunset Road, 

as Western New England 7:30 p.m. Bristol 
K7antan Shabbat Region president. More info: 331-3081 May21 11 :30 a.m. 

Shabbat service for famil ies Crowne Plaza Hotel, Greenwich $10 
with very young children; Ave., Warwick Wednesday -K7antan B'Yachad 

More info: 253-3460 or dinner follows. 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Young Family Sh abbat Together ubsbristol@gmail.com 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
$36 includes lunch and May18 is a 45-minute lay led service 

Ave., Providence 
entertainment designed for young famili es; Americans for a Safe Israel 

5:30 p.m. Senior Cafe: learn and Lunch Kiddush fo llows. Event 
More info: 413-445-5509 Topic: "Senior Healthcare Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Dr. Andrew Bostom will speak More info: 331 -6070 

Annual RI Blood Drive and Benefits Explained." Ave., Providence on "Jihad and Islamic Anti-
Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai Bake Sale Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 9:30 a.m. Semitism and the Arab-Israeli 
Service 

Sponsored by Congregation Ave., Cranston Conflict. " More info: Rob Massi at 331-Interactive service combines Beth David and the South 11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon - 6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth- Brown RISO Hillel, 80 Brown 
musical instruments with County Hebrew School. Lunch el.erg St., Providence 
traditional and new melodies. Jewish Center (Jewish $3 lunch donation for 60+ and 3- 5 p.m. 
Prayer book with translations Collaborative), 375 Kingstown under 60 disabled Founders' Plaque Dedication 

More info: Sy Dill at 447-9568 and transliterations makes 
Rd., Narragansett Congregation 's centennial 

service accessible to everyone. More info: Neal or Steve at 
celebration continues with Harry Elkin Midrasha Commu-

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave ., 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 781 -1771 

dedication of plaque honoring nity High School Graduation 
Providence More info: www.ribc.org This location hosts a meal site original synagogue founders. Graduation ceremonies for 
6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Maccabi Games & ArtsFest 

every weekday. 
Congregation Agudas Achim, Midrasha students; open to the 

More info: 331 -1616 or Cantor Pizza Party Thursday 901 North Main St., Attleboro, community. 
Brian Mayer at bjmayer@ Jewish teens and preteens Mass. Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
teprov.org lea rn more about the 2012 JGC May19 10 a.m. Providence 

Shabbat Hallelu - Service in Maccabi Games & ArtsFest. More info: 508-222-2243 7 p.m. 

Song The Jewish Al liance of Greater Temple Torat Yisrael's Crans-
Block Party More info: Jana Brenman at 

Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove ton/Warwick Lunch & Learn 421-411 1 ext. 181 or jbrenman@ Musica l Shabbat, featuring Ave., Providence See May 17 entry Band, spin-art, family games, shalomri.org Temple Beth -El musicians 
5 p.m. Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 team puzzles and dinner. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
More info: Shannon Boucher at Warwick Ave ., Warwick Congregation Agudas Achim, Monday Ave., Providence 
861 -8800 ext. 147 or sboucher@ Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 901 North Main St., Attleboro, 

6:30 p.m. - Light refreshments, shalomri.org Mass. May 23 
7 p.m. - Service More info: 785-1800 

4 p.m. 
More ·info: Rob Massi at 331- Monday Adoption Options lnforma- More info: 508-222-2243 The 26th Annual JCC Charity 
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth- tional Meeting Golf Tournament 
el.erg May16 For those who want to learn PJ Library Storytime and Ac- Wannamoisett Country Club, 96 

more about adoption. tivity at Beth Sholom Hoyt Ave., Rumford Yorn Ha-Atzmaut Commemora-
tion Blood Pressure Screening Jewish Family Service, 959 N. Esta Yavner is the guest More info: www.jccri.org or Vin 

Free blood pressure screenings Main St., Providence sto ryte II er. Ki l bridge at 861-8800 
Shabbat service 

and stroke risk assessments. Beth Sholom Synagogue, 275 
commemorates Israel 6- 7 p.m. Tuesday Independence Day, with The Miriam Hospital, Hurvitz More info: Peg Boyle at 331-

Camp St., Providence 

Shireinu chorus. Conference Room A, 164 5437 or peg@jfsri.org 10 ~ 11:15 a.m. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave ., 
Summit Ave., Providence More info: Elly Leyman at May24 

Cranston 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. PJ Library Grandparents elly207@gmail.com JFS Alzheimer's Education 
More info: 444-4800 Corner's Game Night 

Series 7:30 p.m. Play (or learn) mah-jongg, Sunday More info: 942-8350 Tuesday canasta, poker, Scrabble, etc.; Legal and fi nancial 

raffle and snacks. May22 considerations with attorney 

Saturday Mark Heffner. 
May17 The Allian ce, 401 Elmgrove 

Mitzvah Morning and Bone The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Ave., Providence 
May14 East Greenwich Lunch & Marrow Drive Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., 

Learn 
7-9 p.m. 

Community service day to help Warwick 
The Miriam Hospital Gala $10 the environment, assist those 6:30 - 8 p.m. Topic: "God in Our Lives: Illness 

Annual fundraising and Healing." Participants 
More info: Nicole Katzman at in need, combat hunger, garden More info: Lori at 421 -0008 

gala features acrobatic 
order from the menu and Rabbi 

861-8800 ext. 180 or nkatzman@ and clean; potluck luncheon 
performances and auction. 

Amy Levin leads the discussion. 
shalomri.org follows. 

RI Convention Center, 1 Sabin Ts Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, The Alef List and Next D'or Congregation Agudas Ac him, CALENDAR, Page 11 

St., Providence 
East Greenwich Salon Series 901 North Main St., Attleboro, 

6 p.m. Noon - 1 :30 p.m. Rabbi Sarah Mack is the guest Mass. Calendar Submissions 
More info: 444-3761 or www. 

More info: 785-1800 speaker. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Please note: Our next issue of 
miriamhospital.org India Restaurant, 1060 Hope St., More info: Donna Avery Cohen The Voice & Herald will be pub-

Roslyn Kind in Concert JFS Alzheimer's Education Providence at 508-241-0837 or dca2@ lished on May 27. Please send 
Series comcast.net. calendar items for that issue by 

Temple Sinai-sponsored Workshop on caregiver 
7- 9 p.m. May 16. Calendar items for the 

concert to benefit The Interfaith 
wellness. 

More info: Wendy Joe ring at Tribute for Leonore Sones June 10 issue are due May 27. 

Poverty Coalition. 
The Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk 

421 -4111 ext. 169 orwjoering@ Temple Sinai honors Leonore Send all calendar items 
The Park Theater, Park Ave ., shalomri.org Sones, educational director, to nkirsch@shalomri.org 

Cranston 
Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Dr., 

on her retirement; luncheon with the subject line of 
Warwick 

follows; community is welcome. "CALENDAR." 

wwwjvhri.org 
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BROWN\) 
HILLEL 

The Glenn and Darcy Weiner Center 

/Brian Sullivan 

BROWN RISO HILLEL President Joe Hollander presents the 2010-2011 
Brown RISO Hillel Presidential Award to Sarah Wolk. 

An 'awesome' look back 
Brown RISD Hillel 

holds annual meeting 

BY BRI AN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - · "Awesome" 
was a word that echoed through
out The Glenn and D arcy Weiner 
Center where Brown RISD 
Hillel held its annual meeting 
on the evening of Wednesday, 

dents, as a way to increase traffic 
and engagement. 

"The use of Hill el has 
expanded," said Joey Resnick, 
president of the student executive 
board and recipient of the Danny 
Warshay Outstanding Leader
ship Award , "Hillel has a 24/7 
concept :- open and welcoming 
anytime you want." 

Maurice G licksman, a past 
provost at Brown University hon
ored D avid Kertzer, the current 

to serve Rhode Island." 
A slide show of photos, set to 

music by the Maccabeats, drew 
appreciative laughs and cheers. 
The slide show, of photographs 
that Alisa Kotler Berkowitz -
Hillel 's director of engagement 
and a professional photogra
pher - was a retrospective of the 
events of the past year, includ
ing a memorable retreat at Camp 
JORI. 

May 4. Several members of ~--------------, 
In his closing remarks, Joe 
H ollander, the Brown RISD 
Hillel board president, said, the energetic student execu

tive board used the word to 
describe events, fellow stu
dents and experiences of the 
past year. 

BROWN ~RISD 
HILLEL 

"I have to agree - this was an 
awesome year!" 

Student executives spoke '---------------~ 

Brown RISD Hillel wel
comes two new general trust
ees, Abby D aft and Rena 
H offman, and four new student about the growth that 

occurred this year at Brown 
RISD Hillel, including a broader 
use of such social media outlets as 
Youtube and Facebook to market 
various programs and events, a 
popular new Jewish Yoga pro
gram and a "Big Qyotes Board" 
where students pose secular and 
sacred questions to other stu-

CALENDAR, From Page 10 

Wednesday 
May25 
Senior Cafe Lunch and Learn 

Laurelin Sitterly with RI SPCA 
will speak. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 
Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 
$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 
More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 

provost, who will step down later 
this year. 

Richard Licht, chair of the 
board of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (the Alli
ance) told the students, "The 
Alliance wants to be to the com
munity what Hillel is for you -
we must never forget our mission 

CALENDAR 
Flam at 861-8800 ext. 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
May26 
The Voice & Herald Patrons' 
Reception 

Chef Walter Potenza shares 
his knowledge of Italy's 
Jewish ghettos; Jewish-Italian 
appetizers, wine, cooking demo, 
Q&A. 
$54 Patron Campaign donation 

trustees, Joey Resnick (appointed 
in January), Cayla Saret, Lear 
Shtull-Leber and Ethan Tobias. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate for the Alliance. 

Bown RISD Hillel is a partner 
agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

in advance; limited seating. 
More info: Nancy Kirsch at421 -
4111 ext. 168 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

Bereavement discussion group 
for those mourning a loss; 
Dr. Judith Lubiner, a licensed 
psychologist, and Rabbi Amy 
Levin, facilitate. 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston 
7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

wwwJvhri.org 
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YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
vVITH ALAN SHAWN FEINSTEIN 

"Helping to better the lives of others is the 
1 greatest of all achievements" 

0 A.M. & 12 Noon • Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 
PBS 36.1 /Cable 8 

Psychiatrist MD 

Very Personali zed ~~ychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
111ediratio11 lf 'he11 Nece.<.<my 

Email Me: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday_com 

182 Butler A\'e., Providence, RI 

401-455-0860 

Learn to speak Hebrew 

like an Israeli! 
Ulpan-style Hebrew language classes 

will be offered for 2 weeks in July 

/971N 
with our Israeli friends & educators 

5imcha & Shimon f e'er 

2011 Class information: 
Beginners and Advanced 

Monday-Thursday 9:45AM-12:00PM 

Two Different Intermediate Levels 
Monday-Thursday 2:00PM-4:15PM 

Classes run July 18-July 28 

8 session class: $50 
Teachers in Alliance-affiliated schools: $25 

For more information or to register, 
please call 401 .861.8800 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue I Providence, RI I www.shalomri.org 
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Connnitting ourselves to rem embrance 

B Y D AVID Lo DON 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - "We must 
remember," said Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin of Temple Emanu-El. 

"When we say 'never again,' we 
must mean it," said Samuel Sham
oon, a descendant of the victims of 
the Iraqi uprising against the Jews 
in 1941. 

Those themes were echoed again 
and again at the annual Rhode 
Island Interfaith Holocaust Com
memoration in an emotional gath
ering on Sunday, May 1 at Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence. 

The afternoon began when survi
vors and their families lit candles in 
memory of the six million victims 
and the Righteous of All Nations 
who rescued Jews, and ended when 
community representatives recited 
the names of the hundreds of rela
tives of Rhode Island families who 
were lost in the Holocaust. 

BARBARA SILLIMAN 

Iraqi citizens did not join in .. . 
many rose to defend and protect 
their Jewish neighbors," he said. 

VARDA STIEGLITZ, AVI NEVEL and ELISA HEATH SILVERSTEIN 

The ceremony's moving aura was 
enhanced with musical contribu
tions from Cantor Richard Perlman 
of Temple Am David in Warwick, 
and the Temple Emanu-El Teen 
Choir, directed by Cantor Brian 
Mayer. Rabbi Franklin organized 
and led the ceremonies. 

Shamoon, in his keynote address, 
told of the little-known "Farhud," 
the pogrom perpetrated by the 
Arab-Nazi alliance, which erupted 
in his family's native Bagdad on 
June 1, 1941. Leaving more than 
200 dead, 2,000 injured and almost 
1,000 Jewish homes destroyed, the 
Farhud was Iraqi Jews' Kristall
nacht. (See related story on page 
3, "The Baghdad pogrom of 1941," 
by Bruno Harris.) "M ost ordinary 

Shamoon described his good for
tune of being born later in India, 
where the survivors among his 
family, including his parents, fled 
"with nothing but the clothes of 
their backs. Today," he emphasized, 
"there are no Jews in Iraq. Only in 
a world that knows its truthful past 
and its sins against the oppressed 
can we insure a future that is decent 
and peaceful and safe for everyone." 

Providence College Continu
ing Education School's Michael 
G ormley, Jean Lubinsky and 
Emerald Lopes , and I mam Farid 
Ansari of the Muslim American 
Dawah Center of Rhode Island 

read excerpts from accounts of 
the Farhud. 

Providence College Professor 
Judith Jamieson, a board member of 
the Rhode Island H olocaust Educa
tion and Resource Center (HERC), 
presented the 2011 Rhode Island 
Jewish Alliance's "Never Again" 
Award to fellow PC Professor Bar
bara Silliman, who introduced a 
class in Holocaust Studies at the 
School of Continuing Education in 
2002, a course given every spring 
semester which inspires its students 
to gain a wiser interpretation of the 
H olocaust. 

During that time, Silliman cre
ated an annotated group read
ing about the Munich University 
resistance, 'Sophie Scholl and the 
White Rose,' which was so sue-

Give the gift of a lifetime-the gift of camp, and save up to $1,000. Your Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island and the Foundation for Jewish Camp have 
partnered to make first-time camper incentive grants available for up to 35 
area children. 
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for a grant. With over 155 camps to choose from, including our local Camp JORI , 
there's bound to be a place that's ideal for your child. Camp registration for sum
mer 2011 is already in full swing , so don't be left in the cold! Register for an amaz
ing summer at camp now, and then go to www.onehappycamper.org to apply for 
your grant! 

Act quickly, only 10 spots left! 

For more information, contact Larry Katz at 401.421 .4111 x 179 , or lkatz@shalomri .org. 
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cessful that it was later presented 
to some 2,300 students at schools 
throughout Rhode Island. She also 
created a student-led radio play 
interpretation of the Theresienstadt 
children's opera 'Brundibar: Dis
guised Resistance,' and has served 
on HERC's board. 

Jamieson called Silliman "a 
thoughtful, creative, and completely 
supportive benefactor to the impor
tance of H olocaust recognition and 
remembrance." 

Following Silliman's award, the 
names of the H olocaust victims who 
were relatives of local families were 
read by Elisa Silverstein Heath, 
Avi Nevel and Varda Stieglitz; the 
mourners' Kaddish was led by Rabbi 
Baruch Goldstein, a H olocaust sur
vivor. 

Franklin concluded, "We give 
thanks for those noble men and 
women of all nations who saved 
their Jewish brothers and sisters, 
knowing that they were endanger
ing themselves and their families. 
We celebrate people who refuse to 
forget, and who persist in teach
ing the story to the wider world. 
We commit ourselves to remember 
the past - the good and the bad -
because we are determined to create 
a better future for our community 
here in Rhode Island, and for the 
whole world beyond." 

David London is a Providence resi
dent. Contact him at londondavid@ 
aol.com. 
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COMMUNITY 
'I am the Alliance' 

Helen West and the Early Childhood Center 
Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Life is a jug
gling act. That was obvious when 
I sat down to speak with Helen 
West, the director of the Early 
Childhood Center (ECC) at the 
JCC. With an ever-ringing phone, 
emails coming in and people stop
ping by her office, W est keeps a 
calm tone and offers everyone a 
warm smile. She says hello to each 
child who passes by her office; she 
also checked in with a teacher to 

· ensure she had a first-aid kit for 
their trip outside - just in case. 
And all of this happened in the 
first two minutes of my visit! 

West, who is approaching her 
one-year ann iversary with the 
ECC, eagerly anticipates this 
summer and fall. "W e have some 
g reat camp options this summer 
fo r the 3-5 year-olds." For exam
ple, the Disney Animal Camp is 
a dance camp that uses music to 
inspire imagination and develop 
physical coordination. 

The ECC follows a Reggio
inspired curriculum, an educa
tional philosophy based on the 
principles of respect, responsi
bility, and community through 
exploration and discovery. 

"Several of our summer camp 
options will focus on science and 
animals," she said . Children will 
learn and play with an outdoor 
focus, as they leave the classroom 
for a more hands-on camp expe
rience. Summer camp will also 
incorporate more water play with 
sprinklers and water tables. 

West was also excited to talk 

CHILDREN IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
work together on a colorihg project. 

about the new afternoon enrich
ment program being implemented 
this fall. "Each afternoon will 
focus on a different topic," said 
West, "with music and movement, 
cooking and Shabbat themes 
among them. We will extend goals 
and concepts taught through the 
day with additional, comprehen
sive learning activities. 

"The entire staff of the JCC's 

ECC is looking forward to 
summer and the upcoming aca
demic year," said W est. "W e hope 
you'll join us." 

Funding far the Early Childhood 
Center is made possible by donations 
to the Annual Community Cam
paign. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate far the Alliance. 
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Making do with what's in the kitchen 

Creating delicious 
foods with only a few 

ingredients 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

I'M ALWAYS EAGER to use 
up what's in my pantry and 
freezer; in fact, I have this fan

tasy that I won't shop for groceries 
again until we've consumed every 
single item stashed away in the 
freezers (we have two, not one), 
and every bit of food in the pantry. 
Although that is so not happen
ing - not with four people in the 
house to feed, all with diverse food 
habits and tastes. Nevertheless, it is 

Challah pizza 
If you don't have the cheese the 

recipe calls for, go ahead and sub
stitute another! Who's to know? 

Ingredients 

1 challah that is a couple of days 
old, or use challah roles 

prepared pesto sauce 
7 ounces feta cheese, cubed (or 

cheese of your choice) 
any other toppings you desire 
handful of fresh basil leaves 

Method 

Preheat the broiler. 
Cut challah or challah rolls 

lengthwise through the middle. 
Spread the cut sides with the 

pesto. 

SLICED CHALLAH IS the base for challah pizza. 

appealing to cook with items you 
are likely to have at your fingertips. 

These recipes all come from "the 
jewish princess feasts & festivals," 
by Georgie Tarn and Tracey Fine, 
published by Sterling Publishing 
Co., Inc. in 2009. 

By cooking with what you have 
on hand, you'll save pennies - or, 
more likely dollars, these days - by 
not making yet another trip to the 
grocery store! 

And, if you do decide to head 
to the grocery store, don't worry: 
None of these recipes includes 
more than four or five ingredients, 
many of which you may already 
have on hand. 

Add cubed feta - or other cheese 
- and any other toppings of your 
choice. 

Decorate with the basil leaves. 
Put under the broiler, 4 - 5 

inches from the heat, and cook 
until the cheese browns, about 5 
minutes. Serve immediately. 

Serves 4 - 6. 

Tortilla 
Ingredients 

1/4 cup olive oil 
12 ounces small cooked or 

canned potatoes, thinly sliced (2 -
3) cups 

1 large onion, sliced 
8 extra-large eggs 
salt and black pepper to taste 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF ,J: 
~ ~ 

A Rhode Island Tradition tor over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

Method 

Heat oil in an oven-ready frying 
pan and then add the potatoes and 
onions to cook slowly. (A note 
from the editor: If the handle of 
your frying pan has a rubberized 
or plasticized handle, wrap it well 
in aluminum foil before putting it 
in the oven. The best pans for this 
purpose, I have found, are cast iron 
- no aluminum foil is needed.) 

When the onions are translu
cent and the potatoes are lightly 
browned, remove from the frying 
pan and spread on paper towels to 
remove excess oil . Reserve any oil 
in the frying pan for later. 

WITH A SALAD, this tortilla can be a complete meal. 

In a bowl, beat the eggs with 
some salt and freshly ground 
pepper, then add the potatoes and 
onions. Let stand for 10 minutes. 

Preheat the broiler. 
Reheat the oil in the frying pan 

and add the egg-onion-potato 
mixture. Try to layer the potatoes 
in the frying pan; the smaller the 
pan, the thicker the tortilla. Cook 
on low heat. 

When the base of the tortilla has 
set, run a knife around the edge to 
prevent it from sticking to the pan. 

Place the frying pan under the 
broiler, 4-5 inches from the heat 
sou rce, for a couple of minutes to 
finish cooking. 

Remove the oven and let the 
tortilla cool slightly, then unmold 
onto a serving dish. 

The tortilla is best served at 
room temperature. Slice into tri
angular sections or, if serving as an 
appetizer, cut it into small squares 
and spear with a toothpick. 

Prepare this with a fruit or green 
salad for an easy weeknight dinner 
or offer it as an appetizer before a 
dinner party. 

Serves 6. 

salt and black pepper to taste 
Method 

Mix all the ingredients together 
and season with salt and pepper. 

Keep refrigerated until ready to 
use as a dip or a spread. 

Tuna and celery cream cheese 
Ingredients 

1 heaped cup canned tuna, 
drained 

1/2 cup cream cheese 
2 celery ribs, minced 
1 shallot, minced 
2/3 cup diced English cucumber 
salt and pepper 

4 scallions minced (use the white 
part only) 

1 large, ripe avocado, flesh 
scooped out 

1-and-3/4 cups light cream 
cheese 

1/2 teaspoon paprika 
salt to taste 
Blend all 

together. Keep 
ready to serve. 

the ingredients 
refrigerated until 

Even if you're on a dollars
and-cents budget, you might still 
want to induJge in dessert. You 
can rationalize eating this almond 
pudding by citing how much pro
tein it packs with the nuts and the 

Bored by your usual bagel and 
cream cheese breakfast? Try one or 
more of these cream-cheese mixes 
to spice up your Sunday morning 
nosh. 

YOU'LL NEED PLENTY of eggs for the tortilla 
and almond pudding recipes . 

Sun-dried and tomato 
and basil cream cheese 

Ingredients 

1-and-3/4-cups light cream 
cheese 

5 sun-dried tomatoes in extra
virgin olive oil, chopped 

6 fresh basil leaves, chopped 

Mix all the ingredients together 
in a large mixing bowl. Keep 
refrigerated until ready to use. 

Delicious on toast or in a baked 
potato. 

Avocado and scallion 
cream cheese 

Ingredients 

r------------ .. 
• I 

I 
I 
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eggs! 

Almond pudding 
Ingredients 

6 extra-large eggs 
1 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon almond extract 
1-and-3/4 cups ground almonds 
1/3 cup sliced almonds 

Method 

Preheat oven to 325. Separate 
the eggs and beat the egg whites 
until stiff 

In a separate bowl, beat the egg 
yolks with the sugar and almond 
extract until pale. 

Slowly beat in the ground 
almonds. 

Fold in the egg whites. 
Line a 9-and-1/2-inch square 

pan that is 2-and-1 /2-inches deep 
with parchment paper. Pour in the 
batter. Scatter the sliced almonds 
over the top. 

Bake for about 30 minutes. Let 
cool slightly before serving. 

This can be served hot or cold. 
The taste is almond heaven. 

Serves 8. 
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HERC annual meeting features a play performance 

Holocaust Center's 
staff, volunteers and 

teachers lauded 
BY A 'CY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On the eve
ning of Wednesday, May 4, 
the H olocaust Education and 
Resource Center of Rhode Island 
(HERC) held its 24th annual 
meeting at the Social H all of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

The 50 or so community mem
bers who attended watched a spe
cial presentation of "Brundibar, 
Disguised Resistance," a play 
that Barbara Silliman wrote and 
directed. The play, shown ear
lier this year to middle and high 
school students throughout the 
Rhode Island area, presents the 
story ofTerezi n and the Jews who 
lived there. (The Voice & H erald 
covered this play, H ERC's 2011 
H olocaust Through the Arts selec
tion, in its March 18 issue with a 
story titled, "Original play teaches 
students about H olocaust.") The 
meeting was especially poignant, 
as Silliman, a professor and play
wright, received the Never Again 
Award at the Rhode Island I nter
faith Commemoration of the 
H olocaust on Sunday, May 1. 
(See the story about the Interfaith 
Commemoration and the Never 
Again Award, on page 12). 

Edward Aronson offered open
ing and closing remarks and 

/Nancy Kirsch 

From left, SANDY and JAY STRAUSS; at rear is Edward Aronson 

introduced Sharon Gaines, a vice 
chair of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island (Alliance), 
who was a "stand-in" for Alliance 
Chair Richard Licht, who was 
called away unexpectedly. Judith 
Jamieson presented the Teacher 
of the Year Award to Steve Flynn 
of Tolman High School; F lynn 
teaches a class called "S tudies in 
racism and diversity." Jamieson 
presented Sherry Cohen, of Prov
idence, with the Volunteer of the 
Year Award. Cohen, she noted , 
"worked on the [H ERC] bylaws, 
a thankless task, as well on other 
fun events, such as last year's In 
the Bag fundrai ser." 

Calling it an organization that 

"gets things done and a pleasure 
to work with ," HERC President 
Jay Strauss thanked May-Ronny 
Zeidman and Paula Olivieri , the 
H ERC executive director and 
executive assistant, respectively; 
Selma Stanzler and Ellie Frank 
(both past presidents); and other 
board volunteers and teachers. 
This coming yea r, the organiza
tion will address H olocaust denial 
efforts; as "We must be ready for 
all eventualities and hatred," said 
Strauss . 

Rabbi Peter Stein, Strauss' rabbi 
and the president of the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis, installed 
the newly elected offi cers and 
directors. Reminding the aud ience 
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Volunteer of the Year award 

that the late Dwight D . Eisen
hower witnessed the liberation of 
the camps so that he could "bea r 

witness with his own eyes" and 
dispute claims that the H olocaust 
never happened, Stein lauded the 
organization for its sacred work. 
"We are blessed," he said, "to still 
have witnesses. There's an urgency 
to teach more witnesses, so 10, 20 
or 100 yea rs from now, others can 
say, 'I wasn't there, but I learned 
from those who were there.'" 

The officers elected were: 
Strauss as president, D onna Frank 
as first vice president, Jamieson 
as second vice president, Meyer 
Goldstein as third vice president, 
Aronson as treasurer and Rebecca 
Brenner as secretary. 

For more in.formation about 
the agency, call 453-7860 or visit 
www.hercri.org. 

HERC is a partner agency of the 
Jewish A lliance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

/ Rachel Rollins 
PAUL BARRETTE, executive director of Jewish Seniors Agency, 

and "Paws" of the Pawtucket Red Sox 

Pawtucket Red Sox' 'Paws' visits seniors 

ONTHURSDAY,APRIL 
28, "Paws" from the Paw
tucket Red Sox visited 

participants at the To Life Center 
Adult Day Services, 100 Niantic 
Ave., in Providence. Paws brought 
many smiles to the participants' 
faces and everyone shared stories 
of their favorite baseball memories. 

For information on how you or a 
loved one might participate with To 
Lift Center, contact Susan Adler at 
351-2440 or visit the JewiJh Senitm 
Agency Web site at wwwjsari.org. 

Tbe Jewish Seniors Agency is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 
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SERVICE at a young age leads to a sense of accomplishment 
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From Page 1 

ask people for permission to place 
my book bins in stores and librar
ies," said Naomi. "Their name on 
my letter with their Web [site] 
makes it look more official." 

In early April, Naomi purchased 
bins to serve as drop-off containers 
for the books. She placed the bins 
inside strategic locations across K~r 
hometown of South Kingstown ' -
local public libraries, retail stores, 
her school, and Temple Shalom in 
Middletown. Every week Naomi 
collects the books from the bins. 
One local library donated all the 
unsold children's books from its 
spring used book sale to Naomi 's 
book drive. In June she will donate 
all the books she has collected to 
children in Rhode Island whose 
families cannot afford to buy them 
books. 

Naomi believes in happy end
ings. "I think the kids are going to 
be happy when they get the books," 
said Naomi. "I think they're going 
to say, 'Wow! Somebody actually 
cares and thinks about me!"' 

MS WALKS FOR A CURE 

Eddye Golden who became bat 
mitzvah on Nov. 5, 2005 at Temple 
Torat Yisrael, said, "Don't be afraid 
to start our small; you don't know 

signed on as a summer volun
teer. "I visited and worked with 
the patients at the MS center, and 
learned even more about the dis
ease," said Eddye. After her first 
summer at the center, she wanted 
to do more. 

Back in Rhode Island, she 
recruited three of her friends and 
formed a team, which participated 
in the annual fundraising Rhode 
Island MS Walk. For fou r years 
as part of her high school com
munity service project, she volun-

/ Barry Golden 
EDDYE GOLDEN and her mother, ELLEN GOLDEN 

what impact you might have on 
someone." 

Eddye knows and cares about 
someone who has multiple sclerosis 
(MS), a chronic disease of the cen
tral nervous system for which there 
is still no cure. Getting to know her 
friend with MS initiated Eddye's 
interest in learning about this 
debilitating disease. And the more 
she learned about MS, the more 
Eddye wanted to do something to 
help people and families affected by 
MS. Here's how she's doing it. 

After her MS research led her 
to the Partners' Multiple Sclerosis 
Center at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital in Boston, she promptly 

teered every summer at the MS 
center in Boston and fundraised 
every spring with her team at the 
RI MS Walk. To date, Eddye 
and the Golden Team have raised 
more than $14,000 for MS; at last 
month's walk alone, Eddye's team 
- now totaling 20 people including 
family and friends - raised more 
than $4,000. 

How has this work changed her? 
"I see the world differently now," 
said Eddye. ''You really don't know 
what people are going through and 
it's important to keep this in mind 
- my volunteer work has made me 
realize this even more." 

This summer, Eddye will be in 

Boston at the MS center, volunteer
ing her time to her favorite cause. 

A CA.ME CHANCER A WORLD AWAY 

"Choose something you enjoy 
doing and a cause you want to sup
port," said Zachary "Zac" Emanuel, 
who became bar mitzvah on April 
16, 2011 at Temple Beth-El. 

Zac loves sports, and his favor
ite sport is basketball. In searching 
the Internet, Zac discovered Peace 
Players International (PPI). The 
Washington, D.C.-based orga
nization, which uses basketball 
to bridge divides between young 
girls and boys in Northern Ire
land, South Africa, Cyprus, and 
the Middle East, was a perfect fit. 
"I wanted my mitzvah project to 
be fun ," said Zac, "and it raised 
as much fun as funds!" When all 
the fun(d)raising was finished, he 
raised more than S9,000 for PPL 
H ere's how he did it. 

Last August, he organized the 
"Zac Emanuel Charitable Basket
ball Tournament Sponsored by his 
Family" as a fundraiser for PPL He, 
his brother Justin and 28 friends 
competed in a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament. Players donated to 
compete, as did Zac's classmates. 
He set up a fundraising Web page 
on Razoo.com, a site that facili
tates nonprofit online donations. 
He posted his project on his fam
ily's Facebook page, and emailed 
family and friends, asking for their 
support. 

In addition to the basketball 
game, the program included a PPI 
guest speaker, volunteer basketball 
referees, a volunteer photographer, 
free snacks and T-shirts. Seven 
trophies for the winners also were 
donated. "PPI gave me a lot of great 
ideas," said Zac. "They also featured 
my tournament on their official 
blog." 

K OSHER DOC TREATS 

A.RE MARVELOUS 

"Take something you love and 
turn it into something you can do," 
said Alicia Blazer, who will cel
ebrate her bat mitzvah on Sept. 8, 
2012 at Temple Emanu-El. 

After a dog (named Marvelous 
Marvin) who helped people came 
to visit Alicia Blazer and her fourth
grade class, Alicia read Marvelous 
Marvin's biography. That inspira-

WWWjvhri.org 

/ Eric Zelman 

ZACHARY "ZAC" EMANUEL, w ith basketball 

tion stayed with her and, now, two 
years later, she decided she would 
raise money to feed dogs whose 
owners could not afford to buy dog 
food. Here's how she's doing it. 

Alicia is creating her own origi
nal kosher dog treats, using ingre
dients that Suzi, her Maltese, likes 
to eat, and combining those ingre
dients with recipes from a dog food 
cookbook. Alicia started experi-

menting with recipes about three 
months ago. She already is selling 
her kosher dog treats and using that 
money to purchase food for one 
dog. 

Partnering with The Full Plate, 
the kosher food pantry in Provi
dence, Alicia helps feed a dog 
whose owners receive food from the 
pantry and who can't afford to buy 
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dog food. "] love that ] can help ani
mals because ] have a dog myself, 
and l've always gotten along with 
dogs," said Alicia. "]f anything ever 
happened to me or my dog, ] would 
want people to do that for us." 

Alicia's project, Marvin's Mir
acles, is named after Marvelous 
Marvin and another love of her 
life, her zaydie, grandfather. "My 
grandfather died when ] was 3," 
said Alicia. "] loved him very much. 
He gave me M&Ms every morn
ing." 

Alicia recently visited the Rhode 
l sland Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals in River
side. She met with Dr. Finocchio, 

at the hospital to raise money for 
her cause. 

AN OUTDOOR PRAYER SPACE 

"Finish what you start," said 
Rachel Bodemer, who became a bat 
mitzvah on Nov. 8, 2008 at Con
gregation Agudas Achim. "You 
need to feel a sense of accomplish
ment as you begin your life as a 
Jewish adult." 

"Be committed to your project. 
lf you sit on it too long, it's not 
going to happen." Tessa Rudnick, 
who became a bat mitzvah on May 
2, 2009, at Congregation Agudas 
Achim. 

Rachel and Tessa, who are 
best friends, enjoy doing things 
together. Among their favorite 

to build an outdoor prayer space. 
Building that space and attending 
outdoor services there were moving 
experiences for both teens. "We 
wanted to take that back to Agudas 
Achim," said Rachel. 

"For our mitzvah project we 
wanted to do something lasting," 
said Tessa, "and this seemed like 
the absolute perfect thing to do." 
With their simchas just six months 
apart, the teens joined forces and 
spearheaded a two-year effort to 
build an outdoor prayer space at 
their synagogue. H ere's how they 
did it. 

With help from Rachel 's father, 
a member of the synagogue's build
ing committee, they sketched out 
a plan, and presented it to Rabbi 

/Congregation Aguda s Achim 

~---------------

Zachary "Zack" Terceiro and his dog, Jake 
/ Gerry Terceiro 

values into the space," said Rachel. 
One paver could be inscribed with 
a dedication or an in memoriam 
message; the other paver could be 
decorated freely. 

28, 2012 at Temple Sinai. 
While studying to learn his 

prayers for his bar mitzvah, Zack 
is also hard at work on his mitzvah 
project: raising money for a pit bull 
rescue center. But there's a twist in 
this tale - the center is run almost 
entirely by prison parolees. Here's 
what he's doing. 

From left, Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, Tessa Rudnick and Rachel Bodemer listen as Deborah Mandell , 
then-president of the congregation, awards Tessa and Rachel "Congregants of the Year." 

The prayer space was finished 
with help from a professional land
scaper. On a Mitzvah Morning 
in May, congregants of all ages 
gathered behind the synagogue 
and helped put the stones into the 
site. "lt took six hours," said Tessa. 
"When the final paver was placed, 
it was a pretty moving moment." 

A SECOND CHANCE FOR 

PIT BULLS A 'D PAROLEES 

The Villalobos Rescue Center in 
Canyon Country, Calif rescues, 
rehabilitates and places abused and 
abandoned pit bull dogs. Almost 
every member of its staff is an ex
convict. As his mitzvah project, 
Zack raises money to support the 
center and its staff. "They are a non
profit organization so the only way 
they can operate is with donations 
from people like me," said Zack. 
His goal is to raise $800 by his bar 

a veterinarian, at the organization. 
"Dr. Finocchio was inspired by my 
idea and he plans to post my project 
on his Web site," said Alicia. The 
Miriam Hospital also has agreed to 
let Alicia sell her kosher dog treats 

experiences are summers at the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federa
tion (JRF) Camp in the Pocono 
Mountains in Pennsylvania. One 
summer, Rachel and Tessa par
ticipated in a camp-wide project 

FOR LIFE PLANNING, 
You need.financial planning 

Ameripri se e. 
fi1tOIK'tlli 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor 

24 Pettaconsett Ave 
Cranston, RI. 029 20 

401.270. 2 197 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/daniel.a.gamm 

Come meet my team • A holistic approach 

Call us for a complimentary consultati on 

The initia l consultation provides an overview 
of financial plann ing concepts. 

You will not receive written analysis and/or recommendations. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC 

Elyse \.1/echterman and the board. 
To fund the project, the teens sold 
white floor pavers to congregants 
at the rate of two pavers for $36, 
symbolizing double chai, life. "We 
wanted to incorporate some Jewish 

"Research your project and talk 
to your parents; they have some 
good ideas for raising money," 
advised Zachary "Zack" Terceiro 
will become bar mitzvah on April 
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A CPA's VIEWPOINT 

Charitable giving offers 
sizeable tax benefits 

Sharing your wealth 
with charities can 

work for you 

BY R ICHARD A. KAPLAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald TH E RE A RE MANY 
ways to contribute to 
your favorite charity 
and have the govern

ment share the cost. The most 
common method is by giving 
cash or charging the gift on a 
credit card before December 
31, which can save you up to 35 
percent or more, depending on 
your marginal tax rate. Be aware 
that bank records, acknowl
edgements or receipts are now 
requi red for you to take these 
donations as itemized deduc
tions. You can deduct contribu
tions up to 50 percent of your 
adjusted gross income in any one 
year; contributions in excess of 
that 50 percent can be carried 
over for five years. 

Contributing appreciated 
stock, real estate, art work or 
other property can provide a 
double tax benefit. In addition 
to deducting the current market 
value of the asset, you avoid the 
capital gain tax on the appre
ciation that would be incurred 
if sold . H owever, be aware that 
certain assets require more 
planning. Many taxpayers were 
giving cars and boats to char ity 
and claiming what they consid
ered fair market value. After 
learning that charities were often 
selling these items immediately 
for lower amounts, the Internal 
Revenue Service now requires 
the charity to keep and use the 
property for at least three years 
before disposing of it. Otherwise 
the taxpayer's deduction is lim
ited to the proceeds received by 
the charity upon sale. Also, for 
deductions of more than $5,000 
- other than publicly traded 
securities - a qualified appraisal 
must be obtained. Many clients 
regularly bring their surplus 
clothing and household goods 
to charities and obtain receipts, 
resulting in sizeable tax savings. 
These contributions are gener
ally deductible up to 30 percent 
of your adjusted gross income, 
with any excess carried over for 

five years. 
Other more sophisticated 

charitable giving methods can 
provide financial as well as 
estate and income tax savings. 
For example, charitable gift 
annuities provide an immediate 
tax deduction, offer an income 
stream for life and reduce your 
estate. A charitable remainder 
unitrust can allow a person with 
a large block of stock to diversify, 
without incurring capital gains 
tax, and provides a tax deduction 
and income for life. A charitable 
lead trust provides immediate 
income to the charity and even
tual benefits to a family member. 

Individuals age 70 ½ or older 
can make tax-free distributions 
up to $100,000 to a charity from 
his or her IRA, in lieu of the 
required minimum distribution 
for 2011, thereby eliminating 
the distribution from their gross 
income. Businesses can contrib
ute to a qualified scholarship 
program and receive a Rhode 
Island tax credit up to 90 percent 
of the gift. As with any unusual 
transaction, a qualified tax spe
cialist should be consulted. 

Charitable bequests in a will 
or revocable trust provide a tax 
deduction for federal and state 
estate tax purposes. Although 
the federal government has 
increased the estate exemption 
to $5 million per person for 2011 
and 2012, the Rhode Island 
exemption is only $859,350 
(adjusted annually for inflation). 
Making a bequest in your fam
ily's name or that of a love one is 
a wonderful way to remember or 
honor someone. 

Richard A. Kaplan, CPA, JD., 
ABV is the managing partner of 
Yarlas, Kaplan, Santilli & Moran, 
Ltd.(YKSM CPAs). Contact him 
at YKSM CPAs, 27 Dryden Lane, 
Providence, R / 02906, 654-5012, 
rkaplan@yksmcpa.com, or www. 
yksmcpa.com. 

Ibis information is not intended 
as legal or tax advice. Please con
sult with your legal and tax advi
sors regarding your individual 
situation. 

Ibis is one of an occasional series 
of advice 60/umns by proftssionals, 
some of whom are advertisers and 
some of whom are not. 
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mitzvah. He learned that S800 
covers the costs of dog food, elec
tricity, water, and the salary of the 
parolees for one entire day. 

Starting last March, Zack has 
held bake sales at Sunday School. 
His mother helps him with his 
project. "My mom supervises me 
at the oven when I bake cookies for 
the bake sales," said Zack. 

What attracted Zack to this 
cause? "People don't adopt pit bulls 
for pets or hire parolees for jobs, 
because pit bulls and parolees have 
a bad rep[utation)," said Zack. "I 
want to give [them] a chance." Zack 
explained that a small number of pit 
bulls are bred to be aggressive, but 
most are affectionate. Zack's dog 
Jake is a miniature poodle bichon 
mix. 

His favorite TV program, "Pit 
Bulls and Parolees," on Animal 
Planet led him to Villalobos. 

COREY CHARNESS 

"So far, we've collected just over 
SlOO," said Zack, "and we're not 
spending any of this money on 
[ingredients for] the food we sell 
at the bake sales." Zack's family 
is supplying the ingredients. "We 
want to make sure that Villalobos 
gets as much money as possible. If 
we don't make our goal, I will con
tribute the difference." 

C m LDREN'S CENTER 

IN ISRAEL IS COOLER 

"Integrate something you love 
or a hobby into your project. The 
closer to your heart it is, the more 
you will enjoy what you give," said 
Corey Charness, who became a 
bar mitzvah on June 10, 2006, at 
Temple Am David. 

Corey acquired his first metal 
desk fan when he was just 4. He 
doesn't recall exactly where or how 
he got it, but that first fan launched 
his lifelong hobby as an antique fan 
collector. "I've spent a lot of time at 
fl.ea markets," he said. He remem
bers wanting to tie in his hobby 
with his mitzvah project. H ere's 
how he did it. 

As his bar mitzvah approached, 
Corey turned to his teacher, Cantor 
Richard Perlman, for advice. 
"Cantor Rick gave me the name 
of a children's center in Israel that 
lacked air-conditioning," he said. 
"Many of the buildings in Israel are 
air-conditioned, but the Emunah 
Sarah H erzog Children's Center 

in Afula was not." Afula is located 
in the north district oflsrael in the 
lower Galilee region; Emunah pro
vides residential, educational and 
social services to 160 at-risk Afula 
children and their families. 

Corey donated his bar mitzvah 
money to install an air-conditioning 
system at Emunah (which receives 
funds from the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island). Corey said, 
"They sent me some pictures of the 
[air conditioning) system and the 
children wrote a thank you letter." 
How does he feel about his mitzvah 
project? "That was my first philan
thropic project," said Corey. "It's a 
cool feeling to have a direct link to 
the help the center received." 

But Corey's mitzvah didn't end 
there; it became an important 
and ongoing relationship between 
Temple Am David and Emunah. 
"We have sent other kids to the 
Center to do summer projects . . . 
and have raised thousands of dollars 
over the years, as a community for 
the children," said Cantor Perlman. 
"Am David hosted the Emunotes 
[children from Emunah who per
form around the world]. Because 
of Corey, we continue this relation
ship." 

Whether it's across the ocean, 
across town or in your own syria
gogue's backyard, Jewish teen phi
lanthropists have arrived. They are 
breaking new ground with cool 
mitzvah projects that deliver awe
some returns on their investments 
to tikkun olam, repairing the world, 

Touro Fraternal Association would like to Thank 
all our Members, and Guests who attended 
our incredibly successfu l OPEN HOUSE on April 
27th. If you were unable to attend, and would 
like information on how to join New England's 
Largest Jewish Fraternal Association, call 
our office at 401 -785-0066 or email us at 
info@tourofraternal.org for all the details. 

Touro Fraternal Association 
45 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RI 02910 

www.tourofraternal.org 
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and tzedakah. They are fulfilling the 
promise to lifelong Jewish giving 
in new and creative ways. Some 
are already hard at work in your 
own Jewish community; others are 
coming soon to a Jewish commu
nity near you. Stay tuned... and 
get inspired! 

Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance 
writer in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Visit Maximo N ivel ai www.max
imonivel.com 

Visit Books-A-Go Go at www. 
booksagogo. org 

Visit PeacePlayers International at 
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Visit the Partners' Multiple Sclerosis 
Center at www.partnersmscenter.org 

Visit the Villalobos Rescue Center at 
www.vrcpitbull.com 

Visit the Emunah Sarah Herzog 
Children's Center at www.emunaha

fala.org 
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AN INVESTMENT ADVISOR'S VIEWPOINT 

Get the most hang for your buck: Do your homework 
Leverage your 
giving dollars 

BY D AN I EL A. GAMM 

Special lo The Voice & H erald 

CRANSTON - There's certainly 
something to be said for spontane
ous and random acts of generos
ity. But when it comes to making 
charitable donations, it may be 
wise to give some thought to the 
matter to try and get the most out 
of every dollar. Planned giving, 
usually arranged with the ben
efit of financial and legal experts, 
refers to strategies that can help 
you maximize your giving in a way 
that can be financially beneficial to 
everyone involved - including you, 
the donor. 

A little planning can make 
charitable donations go a long 
way. When you evaluate and com
pare various options for charitable 
contributions, it's easy to see how 
planning can lead to more profit
able giving. 

DONATING CASH VERSUS 

APPRECIATED SECURITIES 

The form of your charitable 
donation can make a difference. 
For example, you can choose 
to write a check for $10,000 to 

your favorite tax-exempt charity. 
Your check benefits the organiza
tion you wish to support and you 
reduce your estate value. People 
who itemize may also be able to 
deduct the gift from their taxable 
income for the year, subject to 

"A little planning 
can make charitable 

donations go 
a long way." 

adjusted gross income (AGI) limi
tations. However, you may want 
to look into your portfolio and, in 
consultation with your financial 
advisor, make a comparable gift in 
the form of securities. 

By donating appreciated stock 
with a current value of $10,000, 
for example, you receive an imme
diate income-tax deduction for the 
shares' full appreciated value (as 
long as you've held the publicly
traded shares for more than one 
year and your deductions remain 
within AGI limitations). By giving 
away the stock, you also avoid a tax 
bill for any capital gains tax on the 
shares' appreciation. Thus a gift of 
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appreciated stock yields a dual tax 
benefit for the donor, while g iving 
the charity the option to hold the 
stock in hopes of further apprecia
tion or sell for a cash infusion. 

BEQUEST AFTER DEATH VERSUS 

CHARITABLE RE~IAI DER TRUST 

If you have large stock holdings 
and want to continue to benefit 
from your investments - but also 
want to share your wealth with 
your favorite charity - there are 
a number of ways to go. You can 
simply send the charity of your 
choice a check once a year and take 
the deduction on your taxes (sub
ject to AGI limitations). You can 
also make provisions in your will 
to leave a portion of your assets to 
the charity. 

A financial or legal advisor can 
help you explore other options 
that may allow you to give more 
to your favorite charity while 
you are still living. For example, 
by placing your assets in a chari
table remainder trust, you receive 
income for the remaining years of 
your life or for a specified length 
of time of 20 or fewer years. If you 
select a charitable remainder uni
trust, the amount you receive will 
adjust to reflect changes in your 
trust asset balance. As it is an irre
vocable gift (meaning it cannot be 
changed), you can claim an imme
diate charitable income tax deduc
tion for the value of the charity's 
remainder interest (again, subject 
to AGI limitations). Any amount 
exceeding the AGI limitation can 
be carried forward up to five years. 
Because the trust is essentially 

removed from the estate, estate 
taxes may be reduced. This form 
of giving also provides the added 
benefit of enabling you to enjoy 
the personal satisfaction of giving 
while you're alive. And, the cha r
ity benefits by being the recipient 
of whatever remains in the trust at 
the end of the term. 

as a trust. With proper advice, it's 
easier to be a good steward of your 
resources as you support organiza
tions you value. 

Daniel A. Gamm, CRPC® is a 
financial advisor with Amerprise 
Financial Services, Inc., anAmenprise 
Platinum Financial Seruices®practice. 
Financial planning services 

Do you wont to leave a living legacy? 

E STATE TAX CHANGES 

AllE LOOMING 

Estate taxes, which can take a 
big bite out of an inheritance, are 
a moving target. Proper planning, 
which takes into account changing 
estate tax laws, can help you make 
the most of your charitable gifts. 

SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

Talk to your financial advisor to 
discuss how your giving goals fit 
within your overall financial plan 
and explore strategies for planned 
giving. A tax advisor can help you 
sort out how charitable donations 
affect your tax bill, while a lawyer 
can help you draw up necessary 
papers for a legal agreement such 

and investments offered through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA & SIPC. 

Contact him at Daniel.a.gamm@ 
amp/com, 24 Pellaconse/1 Ave., 
Cranston, RI02920, 270-2197, 383-
9884 or www.amerpriseadvi;o~s. 
com/daniel.a.gamm. 

1his information is not intended as 
legal or tax advice. Please consult with 
your legal and lax advisors regarding 
your individual situation. 

1his is one of an occasional series of 
advice columns by professionals, some 
of whom are advertisers and some of 
whom are not. 

Rhode Island rental housing pricey 
PROVlDENCE - Just as cities 
and states are struggling with 
backbreaking debt and unmanage
able budgets, a new national report 
released on May 2 indicates that 
affordable rental housing remains 
out of reach for average Rhode 
Islanders. Rhode Island, which 
ranks 14th highest in the country, 
shares that distinction: Massa
chusetts, Connecticut and New 
Hampshire also remain in the top 
15 for unaffordablity. 

The report, "Out of Reach 
2011," released by the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition, 
a Washington, D.C.-based hous
ing advocacy group, highlights the 
growing housing cost burden shoul
dered by Rhode Islanders. Rhode 
Island was second in the country, 
only behind Hawaii, with the high
est percentage growth of the rwo
bedroom housing wage with a 68 

. percent increase from 2000-2011. 
This growth indicates the increase 
in what someone needs to earn to 
afford a rwo-bedroom apartment at 
Fair Market Rent (FMR). 

Low-income renters continue to 
face housing challenges; prevail
ing wages are not enough to allow 
a family to afford a decent home in 
their community. 

wwwjvhri.org 

• In Rhode Island, the FMR for 
a rwo-bedroom apartment is $996. 
To afford this level of rent and utili
ties, without paying more than 30 
percent of income on housing, a 
household must earn $39,853 annu
ally. 
• In Rhode Island, a minimum 
wage worker earns an hourly wage 
of $7.40. To afford the FMR for a 
rwo-bedroom apartment, a mini
mum wage earner must work 104 
hours per week, 52 weeks per year. 
Or, a household must include 2.6 
minimum wage earner(s) work
ing 40 hours per week year-round 
in order to make the rwo-bedroom 
FMR affordable. 

The report states, "Out of Reach 
Ul)derscores the fundamental mis
match berween the wages people 
earn and the price of decent hous
ing. The recession has caused greater 
housing hardship, but the failure of 
this country's housing system to 
produce sufficient affordable hous
ing is the root of the crisis." 

A recent HousingWorksRI study 
found that Rhode Island's fore
closure rate ranks in the top 10 in 
the country. The unemployment 
and foreclosure crises have exacer
bated the barriers [to] safe, quality, 
affordable housing. 

For the first time since the Great 
Depression, more than half of all 
American renters lived in unafford
able housing in 2009. Despite the 
growing need, housing assistance 
programs are at risk by proposed 
budget cuts nationally and locally. 
The report highlights the need for 
policymakers to invest in strategies 
that will ensure a long-term supply 
of affordable housi ng in Rhode 
Island. Rhode Island is one of only 
nine states in the country without 
a dedicated stream of funding for 
affordable housing. 

In a statement, Jim Ryczek, exec
utive director of the Rhode Island 
Coalition for the Homeless, said, 
"This reminds us why the state pro
grams that support affordable hous
ing and homeless prevention are so 
critical. We need our elected offi
cials to act boldly to prevent more 
Rhode Island residents from slip
ping into homelessness." 

For more infannation, contact 
Marty Cooper, al 421--4111 or 
mcooper@sbalomri.org or Karen 
Jeffreys at Rhode Island Coalition far 
the Homeless al 721-5685. 

The full report is available at www. 
nlihc.org/001loor2011. 
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A 'question-and
answer' with two 

professionals 

Bv Rov FINKELMAN 

AND D AN FORBES 

Special to The Voice & H erald THE ST OCK market 
crash of 2008 and the 
subsequent D odd-Frank 
financial reform bill 

have people taking a closer look 
at their financial situation. Roy 
F inkelman, president of The Egis 
Group in Providence, queried Dan 
Forbes, a certified financial plan
ner, about how individuals might 
use financial planning to reach 
your goals: 

Q_(from Finkelman):Justwhat 
is financial planning? 

A (from Forbes): Financial 
planning is the process of gather
ing all information related to your 
current financial situation and 
making projections and adjust
ment to ensure specific goals are 
reached. These goals might include 
comfortable retirement, children's 
educational funding, reduc
ing taxes or something as simple 
as saving for a new car. Almost 
everyone wants to know when 
they can retire or how much they 
can expect to comfortably spend 
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The ins and outs of financial planning 
when they retire. Financial plan
ning allows them to monitor this 
central goal and set aside funds for 
other specific needs. 

Q How have the events of the 
past few years changed the per
ception of financial planning? 

A: The huge losses people suf
fered in 2008 and the Bernie 
M adoff scandal were significant 
wake-up calls. Investing is fraught 
with risk, so investors must con
stantly stay on top of the ever
changing market conditions. Also, 
if investors are workin_g with a 
professional, be sure the projected 
returns being are feas ible! People's 
recent experiences may make them 
a little hesitant to invest in the 
same way they did earlier in the 
decade. Unfo rtunately, that means 
people may have missed the solid 
returns of 2009 and 2010. 

Q People may think of finan
cial planning as just investing, 
but it's more than that, correct? 

A: Investing is obviously very 
important, but there are several 
other areas that almost everyone 
should at least review. People who 
have a family or a mortgage prob
ably need life insurance. But what 
type of life insurance and how 
much coverage is best? Several dif
ferent factors go into making this 
determination. D isability and 
long-term care insurance are also 
important coverages to discuss. 

With a mortgage loan, an auto 
loan and a student loan, which 
should be paid off first? What 
about a will? Every year, new strat
egies emerge to save on taxes or set 
aside funds for college education 
more efficiently. These are just 
some of the different, non-invest
ment considerations that make a 
financial life complete. 

Q W hen should someone 
reach out for professional help? 

A: People reach a point when 
their financial situation over
whelms them. They may be busy 
working and not have the time to 
stay on top of their planni ng. O r 
they may not be knowledgeable 
enough to address the changes 
necessary to reach their goals. 
When people get sick, they go to 
a doctor; when pipes in their home 
explode, they call a plumber. For 
those unable or unwilling to effec
tively oversee their fi nances, they 
should locate a professional who 
can assist them in reaching their 
financial goals. 

R oy E. Finkelman, is the president 
of TH E EGIS GR OUP at 81 South 
Angell St., in Providence. Contact 
him at 274-0303 ext. 114 or www. 
egi.sgroup.com. 

Dan Forbes, a certified .financial 
planner, is the president of Forbes 
Financial Planning at 1 R ichmond 
Square, Unit 128C, in Providence. 

ZACKS CA M E RA R EPAIR 
791 Hope Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

Video and Audio 'Transfer 
Tapes• LP's 

Digital & Film Camera Repairs 

(401) 2 - REPAIR - 273- 7247 
FAX: (401) 490-8212 

MICHAEL F. ZACKS , C. P .C. 

EastsideMarket lace 
~ 

The supermarket that gives you a CHOICE . 
tr,1dition,ll foorls and ,vhole food altnc,rnatives 

165 Pitman Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Contact him at 331-4032 or www. 
ForbesPlanning.com. 

1his information is not intended 
as legal or tax advice. Please con
sult with your legal and tax advisors 
regarding your individual situation. 

1his is one of an occasional series of 
advice columns by proftssionals, some 
of whom are advertisers and some of 
whom are not. 

~ 

~YKSM 
,:AR LAS, KAPLAN, SANTILLI , MORAN, LTD. 

CERT I FI ED PUBLI C ACCO UNTANTS 
AND BUS INE SS CO NSULTANT S 

Auditing, Acco unti ng &Tax Services: 
Forensic Examinations 

Business Va luations 
Al ternate Dispute Resolution 

Financia l, Estate Planning 
and Wealth Preservation 

Litiga tion Support 

27 DRYDEN LN, PROVIDENCE 273 1800 

56 WELLS ST, WESTERLY 596 9500 
www.yksmcpa .com 

p.S~\NG COF FEE D 

~o ~ '""~~ co ...... ee~ 
EXCIIA.NGE. 

SustainableCo££ee.com 
Coffee • roasted to order • on the premises 

100% Fair Trade I Organic Coffee 
Serving Coftee on Wickenden Street Since 1984 

20° ll ickenden St Providence. R I. 02903 • • /JJ .rJ. /198 or 1-877-Colfee-• 

THE WHEELER SCHOOL 

Congratulations to 
The Wheeler School Class of 2011 ! 

Happy Graduation! 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Women welcome men at the Wom en's Association 

The M iriams 
Womens A ssociation 

holds annual meeting 
BY NANCY KIRSC H 

nkirsch@shalomri.org 

SEEKONK, Mass. - Some 60 
members of The Women's Asso
ciation of The Miriam Hospital 
enjoyed lunch and musical enter
tainment in Ledgemont Country 
Club's dining room, as part of the 
organization's 114th annual meet
ing on Wednesday, May 4. 

Renee Vogel, who co-chaired 
the meeting with Lillian Zarum, 
offered welcoming comments and 
introduced the slate of officers and 
directors for the upcoming year, 
and Sue Suls gave the president's 
report and welcomed the audience. 

The oft-stated fact, "You don't 
have to be a woman to be a member 
of the Women's Association," was 
confirmed by the presence of three 
men: Asthur Sampson, executive 
director of The Miriam Hospi
tal; Jeffrey Brier, the chair of The 
Miriam Hospital Foundation 
board of trustees; and Sam Suls. 
Sampson and Brier belong to the 
Women's Association, Suls was 
there to support his wife, Sue! 

Sampson highlighted the grow
ing need to expand the hospital's 
emergency room (designed to 

serve 35,000 people annually, it 
served more than 52,000 last year); 
the growth of the interventional 
cardiology program; the growth 
of the cancer center - currently 
serving 125 people a day, by this 
summer, it will serve 250 people 
each day - and the plans for the 
Total Joint Center. "It's not just 
knees and hips [that need treating 
or replacing]," quipped Sampson. 
"It's shoulders, elbows, ankles, 
wrists ... much of that work is being 
developed here [at The Miriam]." 

The Women's Association fund
raises to purchase Shabbat and 
Hanukkah candles for Jewish 
patients, art to grace the lobby 
areas, essential medical equip
ment (this year, four cathnogra
phy monitors) and medical texts 
for the hospital 's medical library, 
among other items. It also offers 
free informational programs that 
are open to the public. Represen
tatives from the coffee and gift 
shops, equipment event and the 
brick program presented checks to 
Brier. 

Marc Trachtenberg on piano 
and Jan Schmidt on vocals enter
tained the audience during lunch. 

Rabbi Wayne Franklin, who 
led the group in the motzi, also 
installed the officers and board 
members. With grace and 
thoughtfulness, he described each 
officer's contributions to the Jewish 

The best 
of Broadway 

all summer long! 

)Huu r./ 1 

Ci )f{u11dru i 
I 

The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee 
JUNE I-JUNE 19 
SPONSOIED ll , .MERIDIAN PRINTING 

The hi larious t ale of six adolescent overachievers. 
Show con tams adult language and mature content 

JUNE 22-JULY 16 
srmorni n C Cit izens Bank 
One of the most popular musicals of all time! 
Features the classic hit uThe Impossible Dream." 

Hairspray 
JULY 20-AUGUST 13 
The big fat Broadway sensation! Winner of 
eight Tony· Awards including Best Musical! 

The Drowsy Ch ap erone 
AUGUST 17-SEPTEMBER 4 
Join us for this high-spirited~ toe-tapping. 
love letter to the GoMen Age of musicals! 

BILL HANNEY 
l'IESUTS 

TH~Al!E 
IOII IIC'-IISC\11 (401)782-TKTS W.~:\7) 
OIi \ ,~n ,·so,, l',;I \',;\ 11\11 \I 

www.theatrebythesea.com 

r 

/Nancy Kirsch 

SOME OF THIS YEAR'S current officers at the May 4 annual meeting; from left, Robin Engle, 
Sue Suls, Sharon Ferreri, Barbara Feldstein and Barbara Sheer. 

communiry, within and without 
The Miriam Hospital. The officers 
are Sue Suls, president; Diane 
Lazarus and Karen Trinkle, vice 
presidents program development; 
Robin Engle and Sharon Ferreri, 
vice presidents special events; 
Marianne Litwin, vice president 
membership; Barbara Feldstein, 
treasurer; Renee Vogel, recording 
secretary; and Barbara Sheer, 
corresponding secretary. 

Suls encouraged everyone to 
buy copies of "Simply More Deli
cious," shop at the hospital's gift 
shop - filled with wonderful art 
work, jewelry and more - and to 
attend the May 14 gala fundraiser 
for The Miriam Hospital, which 
Marianne and Alan Litwin are 
chairing. 

For more information about 

/Nancy Kirsch 

DR . MARLENE CUTITAR, who was recently named Woman Physi
cian of the Year by the Rhode Island Medical Women's Association, 

left, talks w ith Marcia Hirsch at the May 4 luncheon. 

joining the Women's Association of lifespan.org 
The Miriam Hospital, contact Mary 
Ferreira at 739-2520 or mferreira@ 

/ Nicole Katzman 

From left, Jason Engle, Jessica Engle, Providence Mayor Angel Taveras, Robin Engle 
and Jim Engle at the PJ Library auction. 

THE PJ LIBRARY held 
a fundraising auction at 
Robin and Jim Engle's 

home on Providence's East Side 
Engle on the evening of Satur
day, May 5. Jessica Engle chairs 

wwwjvhri.org 

the Shalom Family Committee, 
which oversees PJ Library pro
grams. 

A variety of goods and ser
vices were offered in a silent and 
a live auction; and the evening's 

proceeds go to support the PJ 
Library programming. Sharon 
Gaines served as the auctioneer 
for the live auction, which some 
65 people attended. 
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D'vAR TORAH 

This parashah offers insights into the Torah's business laws 
LEVITICUS 25:1-26:2 

Parashat Behar 
Bv R ABBI ELYSE WECHTERMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald THIS-WEEK'S parashah, 
Behar, deals with laws 
concerning common 
business practice; most 

notably, honesty in the market
place: ""If you sell property to your 
neighbor or buy any from him, do 
not take advantage of each other." 
(Lev. 25:14) 

The rabbis interpret this law 
to be about asking a fair market 
price, not over-inflating the price 
of something or hiding its flaws 
in order to make a greater profit. 
The Hebrew word for this sin is 
onatlh - in other contexts, it refers 
to rape. 

What, one might ask, do price 
gouging and unfair business prac
tices have to do with rape? 

From the biblical point of view, 
one who sells an object automati
cally has power over the purchaser. 

The seller presumably knows if 
something is as valuable as it looks 
or has a problem (a used car with 
a lot of miles on it may run fine or 
it may be a lemon). The purchaser 
really has no recourse, other than 
asking to "look under the hood" 

"ln addition to our 
neighbor's physical 
integrity, we have 
responsibility for 

their financial 
integrity and labor 
integrity as well." 

to make a judgment. Of course, 
the buyer could always decide not 
to buy - but not if it is a product 
she needs - transportation to and 
from work, for example. So the 
buyer is always the one taking the 

risk and is therefore, according to 
the Torah, the weaker of the two 
in the transaction - the seller is the 
one with all the power. 

The exploitation of a weaker 
entity by a stronger entity is exactly 
the kind of power dynamic present 
in the violent crime of rape. The 
fact that the Bible defines these 
crimes using the same language 
reflects the understanding of just 
how dangerous and damaging 
such exploitation of those weaker 
than us can be. This language 
might be chosen here - in what 
might seem to be a "light" crime -
in order to shock us into realizing 
just how serious price gouging and 
business exploitation really are. 

Sure, everyone wants to make 
money - and hunting for bargains 
is not only economical, but often 
fun. But at what point did the 
great "steal" you found on designer 
shoes really become stealing? And 
how much can you really charge 
someone for your time before you 
are exploiting them? 

Of course, no one is accusing any 

one of rape in this chapter. But it 
is possible tbat the choice of lan
guage used to describe the crime of 
exploitation is there to remind us 
that, in addition to our neighbor's 
physical integrity, we have respon
sibility for their financial integrity 
and labor integrity as well. 

After all, in order to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, we must 

raise them up to be our equal in 
all interactions, be they business, 
social or otherwise. 

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, the 
rabbi at Congregation Agudas Achim 
in Attleboro, Mass. , is a member of 
the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis. 
Contact her at rabbi@agudasma.org. 

BIN LADEN'S death offers opportunities for introspection, remembrance 
From Page 1 

feasted after slaying those who 
were, admittedly, arming to slay 
them. Or God's command to King 
Saul to obliterate the entire house 
of Amalek for its wicked ways: 
"Do not spare them, but kill both 
man and woman, and infant, ox 
and sheep, camel and donkey" (I 
Sam. 15: 2-3). 

Conversely, one of the best
known rituals of the Passover 
seder is spilling 10 drops of wine 
when mentioning the Ten Plagues 
to symbolize a lessening of our 
own joy in the face of Egyptian 
suffering. In Sanhedrin 396, God 
admonishes the angels for rejoicing 
when the Egyptian soldiers drown 
in the Red Sea, saying, "The work 
of My hands is drowning in the 
sea, and you want to sing?" 

"I don't think we 'celebrate' 
a death," explained Rabbi Julie 
Schonfeld, executive vice president 
of the Rabbinical Assembly, the 
professional association of Con
servative clergy. 

In the case of bin Laden, there 
is, she said, "a sense of relief, an 
affirmation of God's justice has 
been carried out." Such an event, 
however, "is a time for sobriety, 
not celebration." 

Nevertheless, Schonfeld added, 
one needs to distinguish between 
an ideal, religiously inspired 
response and the reality of human 
nature. 

"Sept. 11 was a day of tremen
dous trauma," she said, and the 
raucous street celebrations can 
be viewed as a kind of catharsis. 
"What we're seeing is a reminder 
of how personally people were 
affected. It's an understandable 
human response that we as Jews 

YOUNG PEOPLE GATHER outside the White House after learning of Bin Laden's death. 

are blessed to elevate to a Jewish 
response." 

Rabbi Basil Herring, executive 
vice president of the Rabbinical 
Council of America, the profes
sional association for Orthodox 
clergy, also distinguished between 
the ideal and the real. 

"In an ideal world, we serve 
God because we want to do His 
will, not because he rewards us or 
we fear punishment," he said. "But 
we're human, we're not angels. We 
live in a world where people need 
reinforcement, need a sense that 
it's all worth it in the end." 

The Jewish way is not to gloat, 

H erring said. It is appropriate to 
rejoice when evil doers get their 
just reward, but the rejoicing 
should be because we are witness
ing God's power and justice. It 
shouldn't come, he said, from "a 
self-satisfied smug sense of 'Yes, 
I've been proven right.' 

"It's an affirmation that God is 
not just an abstract idea, a Creator, 
but part of our lives," Herring con
tinued . "God cares. God loves us. 
That's an essential article of our 
faith, that God rewards the righ
teous and punishes the wicked. 
We rejoice because our faith is 
borne out." 
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Rabbi Arthur Waskow, a Jewish 
Renewal rabbi and director of 
Philadelphia's Shalom Center, 
said he would have preferred that 
the Navy SEALS had brought bin 
Laden back to the United States to 
stand trial. 

Just as Israeli agents didn't kill 
Nazi war criminal Adolf Eich
mann when they found him in 
Argentina a half-century ago, but 
tried him in Jerusalem to expose 
the true horror of the Holocaust 
and give its victims a chance to 
speak their truth, so would put
ting bin Laden on trial have been 
an opportunity to uncover the real 

"The Jewi'sh way is 
not to gloat. Rrjoice 
when evil doers get 

their just reward, 
but the rejoicing 

should be because 
we are witnessing 

God's power." 

face of al-~ida, he said. 
"That would have been an 

extraordinary act in support of 
upholding the values we claim 
make us different," Waskow said. 

Pointing to the story of Moses, 
Waskow quotes the Midrash as 
saying that one reason Moses was 
not permitted to cross the Jordan 
and enter the Promised Land was 
because in his youth he killed an 
Egyptian overseer, taking justice 
into his own hands without bring
ing him to trial. 

Trying bin Laden "would have 
been messy," Waskow acknowl
edged, "but in the long run I'm 
sure it would have been better." 

Editor's note: Send us your thoughts 
and opinions on this and other topics 
in The Jewish Voice & Herald. What 
do you think? Did the U.S. choose the 
best course of action with regard to bin 
Laden? Should we refoice in his death? 
Should the U.S. release pictures of his 
body? Let us hear .from you - either 
in a letter to the editor {250 words 
or fewer} or find us on Facebook.. 
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1he JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

ARCHITECT 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES 
R.I. Inspection Station 
Full Service Auto Repair 

BabD'Ambra 
.,,_,9411 

761 Hope St. 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone 401-621-2348 
Fax: 401-831-6652 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHfWEDDINGS 

. -~---·-. ......... ' · .. ~ ,~ -.. ~ ·• 

~~~"';! &Ir,~~•· ·. ~,, 
le, . . .. U il 'iro '· 
,,·,u1t1 I, . ~ 'ICH\ 11"~• , ~ ,.,., .. .. ·I ... 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 
' • I I • • ft • 
I 

BARIBAR MITZVAu/PHOTOGRAPHY 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Photography 

www.osmundsonphotography.com 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 

PODIIAT COIN BCIIANGt INC. 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

Serving banks,attorneys,estates 
and the public for over 40 years. 

401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~o~~-~~t:1~i~~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

• "':. Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
,,.. Toll Free 800-782-3988 

~ SONICWAL~ 

110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

in lhe Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext . 160 

1Q Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401 -454-0900 • parnessl@1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St • Su ite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes. 
Now see me for the rest o f your financial story 

GENERAL SERVICES 
It's a M1tzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing In Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to 

•m1nim1ze fall risks 
•max1m1ze convenience, efficiency 

and safety 

Wayne Rosenberg 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rentamensch.us Cl.I . fl:eg. #29694 

HOME IMPROVEMENT . 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 40 1.270.2664 

or text LOP CO to 90210 

~ 
"Professional Personable, Particular Painters" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #14S887 

FOR ALL YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@shalomri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
wwwjvhri.org 
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GUIDE 
BEFORE 
GOOGLE! 

Temple Emanu-EI • 99Taft Ave. Providence, RI 02906 • (401) 331-1616 CLASSIFIEDS 

The 2010 
uide to lewis 
Living is your 
go-to source 

for everything 
Jewish. Use 

it, rather than 
Google, when 

you need 
"anything 
Jewish." 

Temple Emanu-EI is seeking a development professional to help craft and guide 
our fundraising efforts. The qualified applicant should be a self starter, well 
organized and possess excellent people and communication skills. Experience in 
grant writing a plus. The individual applying for this position should be familiar 
with synagogue life and the rhythm of the Jewish year. 

SEEKING HOME 
FOR RENT 

Long term house rental w/yard 
on Aquidneck Island wanted by 
mature woman with two small 
dogs. Contact P.O. Box 4501 , 
Middletown, RI 02842. 

This is a flexible hours position and 1<1lary is commensurate with experience. 

Applicants should forward lene~ and resume to: 
Gershon Levine, Executive Director - glevine@teprov.org 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 

[II 

Although I returned to Israel in 2009, my one-year 
sabbatical stay in Providence was one of the highlights of my 
life - chief of which was the extremely warm and welcoming 
Jewish community in your wonderful town. My column in 
The Jewish Voice & Herald - the informational "glue" that 
keeps your community toged1er and a great reflection of its 
multi-faceted elements - is but a small "repayment" for that 
wonderful hospitality. Supporting The Voice & Herald, each 
per on in his or her way, is definitely a worthy endeavor. 

- Sam Lehman-Wilzig 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 

visit us on,line at: 
www.jvhri.org 

The JEWISH VOICE & llERAID 
Business and Professional Directory 

CHILDCARE 
OFFERED 

Responsible/experienced 
college- bound student with 
transportation offering childcare 
service for the summer months. 
Can prepare basic meals, do 
light housekeeping and errands 
as needed. Flexible scheduling, 
call Sidney at 486-1102 after 2 
p.m. 

To place 
a classified 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@shalomri. 
· org, or call 

421-4111,ext. 160 

INSURANCE OPTICAL SHOP SALON SERVICES 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Street, #505 I Providence, RI 02906 
401-75 1-2990 I JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - F'ri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescription• filled __ Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined wffh other promotions 
~, v,.'.,...-•.,....~~-.....:;-,-- "'~ _.,.. ~-. 

888 Smith Street, Providence• 401-331-4888 

FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

1be JEWISH Vo1CE & lIERArn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111. ext 160- email: tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

A story of four worthy brothers 
Accomplishments 

that would make any 
Jewish mother kvell 

DiMaggios and Ripkens (baseball) 
and the Mannings (football). 

TH ERE ARE MANY 
tales of famous siblings 
in classical mythology 
(Romulus and Remus), 

in the Scriptures 
(Cain and Abel, 
Jacob and Esau), 
in literature (the 
Bronte sisters, 
the James broth
ers); and certainly 
countless ones 
in contemporary 

In the world of commerce, there 
are the Brooks Brothers (cloth
ing), the Smith Brothers (cough 
medicine) and the Wright Brothers 
(aviation). In politics, the countless 
Kennedys and Bushes; and in the 
adjacent world of formal entertain
ment, there are the Marx broth
ers, the Gershwin brothers, the 
Everly brothers and even the Three 
Stooges (two of whom were broth
ers). 

Dr. Stanley news. In the world 
Aronson of professional 

sports, there are 
the Williams sisters (tennis), the 

In the spheres of science and 
public education, however, the 
pickings are slim. One cluster of 
brothers stands out, however, as 
having made notable contribu
tions to the integrity and welfare of 
medical research, medical educa
tion and even Zionism. They were 
the Flexner brothers. 

"'T'rying to care for aging parents 
shouldn'tage theiradultchildren 
as well" 
I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help- then get in 
touch with me today. 

• • I ~ 
www.seniorcarcconceptsinc.com 

Phone: 401.398.7655 

g1{l 
NAUGIITON AssoCIATES 

A long life may 
mean needing care 

and assistance 
for a long time. 

Someday you may need some help or assistance. 

Whether it's at home, a nursing facility, or the 

hospital , if it has to do with care for seniors, we 

do it. And we do it with a commitment to your 
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The origins of the Flexner family 
are traced back to the mid-19th 
century when Morris Flexner and 
his wife, Esther, emigrated from 
what is now Czechoslovakia to 
Kentucky. They prospered in Lou
isville, beginning with a solitary 
pushcart and culminating with a 
wholesale produce factory. Their 
eldest son, a pharmacist, became 
a surrogate father to his younger 
brothers, aiding in their education 
and offering sage counsel in their 
evolving careers. 

Simon Flexner, born in 1863, 
worked in his brother's pharmacy; 
with his brother's urging, he went 
on to receive a medical degree from 
the University of Louisville. Simon 
forewent the obvious pathway 
to private practice but ventured 
instead to the newly established 
Johns H opkins Hospital in Balti
more, to study the evolving fields 
of pathology and bacteriology. By 
1898, Simon was appointed profes
sor of pathology at the Johns Hop
kins Medical School. 

PORTRAIT OF THE FLEXNER FAMILY 
Abraham Flexner appears in the back row. second from the right. 

In 1899, Simon was commis
sioned to investigate the dysen
tery epidemic in the Philippines 
and he isolated the causative agent 
(now called Shigella jlexnerii, in his 
honor). 

The epidemic of the bubonic 
plague in California found Flexner, 
and his investigative team, work
ing successfully to identify the 
causative organism. The Institute 
for Medical Research, envisioned 
by John D. Rockefeller, brought 
Simon to New York, eventually to 
head it, and provide a congenial 
enclave for the world's most tal
ented medical investigators includ
ing Simon's personal protege, 
Hideyo Noguchi. Simon headed 
the Institute until 1935; during his 

tenure, it developed the famous 
meningitis serum and pioneered 
some of the early clinical trials of 
the first sulfa drug called Prontosil. 

"He on1y became 
a merchant, he 

never amounted to 
anything; the on1y 
thing that he ever 
did was to pay for 
the others to be 

educated ! " 

Simon's younger brother, Abra
ham, born in 1866, went on to 
study at Johns Hopkins Univer
sity, H arvard and the University 
of Berlin. His area of investigative 

I support The Voice & Herald ... do you? 

I 

(:;le wish Voice & Herald is indeed the voice 
'$i-'our 'ewish community of Rhode Island and 

nearby Massachusetts, the glue that holds us 
together despite our diversity of practice and 
opinion. As a regular columnist, I consider it a 

t joy and a_privilege to be able to add my ~.!,ce ~ 
our ongoing conversanon. • fl 

- Rabbi James Rosenberg 
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inquiry was higher education and 
his first book, The American Col
lege, attracted the attention of the 
Carnegie Foundation. Abraham 
was then asked to chair a commis
sion to study the quality of medical 
education in the United States. 

The Flexner Report, published 
in 1910, revolutionized American 
medical education. Over half of the 
medical schools then in existence 
were forced to cease operations. 
The Flexner standards of medical 
education became the guidelines by 
which future medical schools would 
be judged. These criteria induded a 
preliminary four-year baccalaureate 
education; a medical school embed
ded within a standing university; a 
four-year medical school curricu
lum, with two years devoted princi
pally to the basic medical sciences; 
basic research relentlessly encour
aged; hospitals closely supervised 
by the medical faculty; and nation
wide tests for admissions, matricu
lation and, ultimately, licensure for 
practice. 

Other Flexner brothers? Yes, 
there was Bernard, a prominent 
international attorney who was 
instrumental in creating the sub
strate for the Zionist Organization 
of America (ZOA). 

The next generation of Flexner 
children, men and women, excelled 
in many endeavors, including 
experimental physics, social work 
and even poetry. 

The role of the eldest Flexner son, 
the unheralded pharmacist, cannot 
be underestimated when contem
plating the many contributions of 
his siblings, nephews and nieces. 
There is an old Jewish story of the 
widowed mother who brags inces
santly about her son the doctor, her 
son the famous lawyer, and her son 
the internationally known engineer. 
Her neighbor then comments: "But 
you never talk about your oldest 
son, Isaac." And the mother replies, 
':Ach, he only became a merchant, he 
never amounted to anything; the 
only thing that he ever did was to 
pay for the others to be educated!" 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D. is dean 
of medicine emeritus at Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net. 
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A SKETCHBOOK 

Welcome, Eleanor 
Third grandchild 

is a wee firefly 

IN THIS LIFETIME you 
can't choose your grand
child's name. Your job is just 
to figure it out for yourself, in 

your own way. My third grand
daughter has come with the name 
"Eleanor." I scratch my head and 
say to myself, "Now, what does 
that name evoke, for me? 

How about the great heroine 
of my boyhood, 
Eleanor Roos
evelt? She wrote 
the column "My 

• Day" with her 
beaming smile on 
the Providence 
Journal 's feature 

I page. And then 
Mike there was Eleanor 
Fink Parker, the MGM 

beauty among the 
stars in "Hollywood Canteen." Or 
Eleanor Powell, dancing in patri
otic costume with Fred Astaire, to 
"Broadway Melody of 1940." 

As the name travelled through 
time and space, it kept a consis
tent image, which was, a quality 
of light, a torch, a lamp ... like the 
Statue of Liberty? I tried to dig 
"El" and "Or" from the leners, in 
search of a Hebrew blessing and 
a lantern. There are many vari
ants of the name, all the way from 
"Helen" a sort of siren, to Lenore, 

a kind of Poe-tic memory, but my 
late Aunt Edith used to get mad, 
or wax wroth, with me for my 
stretches. 

I try too hard, I guess, but I first 
wrote these grandfatherly words 
but a hour after getting the news 
of the baby's birth in the middle 
of the night. I used the flashlight 
of fanciful thinking to throw 
a spot on the syllables. It is, of 
course, the Ashkenazi custom to 
name a newborn after one who 

"At Pesach, we set 
a special place for 
Elijah ... or perhaps 
Eleanor ... to bring 

Eden to our yards." 

has passed away. You can use a 
yahrtzeit candle, a moonbeam in a 
jar, to call back a spirit or perhaps 
you can merely dream up a mean
ing for whatever happens to you. 
So I am miling my own "shalom" 
or peaceful greeting and welcome 
to the infant sister of Flo and 
Daph, a fresh wee soul in the Big 
Apple. I hope that little Eleanor 
will be a bright firefly and a flam
ing, fabulous flower and a brilliant 
bird of paradise, whose nechama, 
spirit, will restore whatever spir-

Laure/mead residents Joy Wolff. Sheila Derman and Beverly Sugerman 
enjoy tennis at a local club with Executive Director Craig Evans 
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its may wish to abide with us. At 
Pesach we welcome the newcomer 
to our table, we set a special place 
for Elijah... or perhaps Elea
nor. . . to bring Eden to our yards ... 
And now for a few postscripts. Of 
course, I took the bus to New York 
to hold Eleanor in my arms and 
rub noses. To take her sisters to the 
playground, park and community 
garden just across the street, an 
intimate secret of the Upper West 
Side where parents, grandparents 
and toddlers can share a patch of 
space: Earth, air, water, and the 
fire of energy. To play hide and seek 
and to manage a snapshot of one 
born only yesterday, with the whole 
of the genetic heritage to choose 
from as she faces her tomorrows. 
I stopped by the Temple Emanu
El library in search of proper 
name dictionaries and found con
firmation of my feeling that "Elea
nor" has to do with the sun, with 
light, with reaching for the stars, 
with torch-bearing. This Hebrew
English text also links the leners 
to the idea of a tree, Ilana, which 
likewise stretches upward like a 

/Mike Fink 

EMILY SPUNT and her daughter Daphne, with baby Eleanor. 

menorah. I guess you can play as 
if with blocks and find whatever 
you seek. What's in a name? 

... Mike Fink is an English profts
sor at Rhode Island School ofD erign. 
Contact him at mjink33@aol.com. 
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SOBERING statistics behind the faces of poverty 

From Page 1 

insufficient to cover his or her basic 
needs, the 116,000 people who live 
below the federal poverty line, and 
the almost 20,000 children living 
in extreme poverty whose family (of 
three individuals) income in 2010 
was $8,800 or less. These are some 
of the faces of poverty in Rhode 
Island." 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant, execu
tive director of Rhode Island KIDS 
COUNT, and Linda Katz, co
founder and policy director of The 
Poverty Institute, offered sober
ing statistics, many of which have 
been reported in past articles in The 
Jewish Voice & Herald. / Marty Cooper 

THE REVEREND MICHAEL LIVINGSTON, 
the conference's keynote speaker. 

Reverend Donald Anderson, the 
Rhode Island Council of Churches' 
executive minister, moderated a 
discussion among state government 
officials: Steven Costantino, 
secretary of the Executive Office 
of Health and Human Services; 
Craig S. Stenning, director of the 
Department of Behavioral Health 
Care, Developmental Disabilities 
and Hospitals (BHDDH); 
Catherine Taylor, director of the 
Department of Elderly Affairs 
(DEA); and Sandra M. Powell, 
director of the D epartment of 
Human Services (DHS). 

RABBI ALAN FLAM and ELIZABETH HOLLANDER are just two of the many Jewish community 
members who attended the poverty conference. 

military discretionary spending. 
All the debate is about cutting gov
ernment and lowering taxes. Talk 
of shared sacrifice is misleading, a 
sham." 

Too often, said Powell, a family 
now must visit DHS multiple times 
to access the services it needs. The 
agency will begin soon to evaluate, 
through a Ford Foundation grant, 
how to deliver client-centered, 
rather than system-centered, ser
vices. 

In contrast, the BHDDH, by 
combining mental health and sub
stance abuse services, has already 
broken down many silos, said Sten
ning. Pleased that more people are 
receiving services at home, a rela
tive's home or in a day setting - less 
expensive and less intensive and 
offering a higher quality of life -
Stenning said, "The symptoms and 
needs don't go away. Even if [some
one is] ineligible for one program, 
they don't go away." 

Noting that one-third of Rhode 
Island's 150,000 elderly residents 
live alone and an equal number live 
on annual incomes of SlS,000 or 
less, Taylor said the agency's goal is 
to support and preserve senior citi
zens' dignity so they can safely stay 
at home or in the community. "If we 
do our best for the individual, [it] 
can also be best for the bottom line." 
The more a senior citizen accesses 
DEA services, she said, the later he 
or she enters a nursing home. DEA 
has many programs and services for 

low-income seniors, as well as some 

offerings for all seniors, regardless 
of income level. 

Asked how the faith commu
nity might support or supplement 
government services, Powell said: 
Make information accessible, col
laborate and advocate for people in 
your organization and for systemic 
change. 

Calling the faith-based system 
the "safety net of the safety net," 
Costantino said, "When all else 
fails, that's where [people] turn - to 
the faith community." 

The Reverend Michael Livings
ton, the executive director of the 
Poverty Initiative of the National 
Council of Churches, gave the key
note address, "Seeing and doing 
beyond, 'when?'" 

"Transformative opportunities 
exist across the country - find a 
teen-aged single mother struggling 
to raise her child or a senior citi
zen living without a pension after 
lifelong work and a meager Social 
Security check; check the home
less shelters and the soup kitchens; 
the formerly middle-class families 
living with relatives or out on the 
streets because their mortgage is 
upside-down." 

We are all "created in the image 
of God," he said; poverty is fun
damentally wrong from a religious 
perspective, and economic injustice 
is a human and family problem. 
We must recognize "that the poor 
are not objects of our mercy, they 
are not simply victims of financial 
hardship; they are our sisters and 
brothers. Extreme poverty that 
exists in our nation and around the 
world excludes God's children from 

providence public library 
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community." 
He cited sobering statistics: "The 

U.S. now leads all advanced nations 
in infant mortality. And our young 
join the 20,000 children around 
the world who will die today and 
tomorrow and the day after, every 
day of this year, of entirely prevent
able diseases." 

Calling poverty a structural prob
lem, Livingston said, "We have to 
know the difference between char
ity and change; now both are neces
sary, even essential. But if we never 
move beyond charity, beyond meet
ing immediate needs to changing 
structures, political, economic, gov
ernmental - it means giving up on 
people living in poverty, it means 
surrendering the common good to 
the interests of a few." 

Livingston said that nationally, 
16 million children live in poverty-

an increase of two million in two 
years. 

"The gap between the haves and 
the have-nots in the United States is 
greater today than at any time since 
1929; 44 million Americans live in 
poverty- 14 percent of our popula
tion. One in seven live in poverty, 
and tragically one of every five of 
our children live in poverty." 

Livingston chastised the U.S. 
House of Representatives, which 
proposed massive cuts to social 
service programs in January 2011. 
Those cuts, he said, include Sl.1 
billion from Head Start, S2 billion 
from job training programs, $2 bil
lion from home energy assistance 
programs, nearly Sl billion from 
food aid and nearly SS billion from 
K-12 education funding. 

"All the talk is about cutting non-

Livingston asked, "Why aren't 
we angry on behalf of the poor? 
Why are we so silent, so complicit 
in the structures of poverty embed
ded in our basic institutions? Isn't 
it time to flood the Capitol with 
poverty activists? Who will stand 
up and speak up for people living in 
poverty?" 

While congressional campaigns 
receive millions of dollars from 
political action committees, the 
"only way to counter organized 
money is with organized people. 
Are you organizing yet? It's time," 
he said. 

For more information about the 
Coalition, contact Marty Cooper, 
the Community Relations Council 
director, at 421-4111, ext. 171 or 
mcooper@shalomri.org. 

Seder, conference offer reflections on poverty 
BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@shalomri.org 

''Blessed is he who considers the poor" 
Psalms41:2 DURING THE 

months of April and 
May, leaders of our 
community have 

heeded those words in the hopes 
of alleviating poverty in Rhode 
Island. 

In April, the Community 
Relations Council (CRC) of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island (Alliance) con
ducted a "Hunger Seder." The 
seder, which was held at the 
Rhode Island Community Food 
Bank, included faith and com
munity leaders as well as CRC 
members. Its purpose was to 
educate the community about the 
prevalence of hunger and mal
nutrition across the nation, but 
with a focus on hunger in Rhode 
Island. The seder also inspired 
community leaders to become 
stronger and more vigilant advo
cates for the restoration of the 
SNAP (food stamps) funding in 
the 2012 federal budget and full 
funding of the Women, Infants 

wwwjvhri.org 

and Children (WIC) program. 
On Tuesday, May 3, the Rhode 

Island Interfaith Coalition to 
Fight Poverty with Faith, whose 
mission is to help reduce poverty 
by 50 percent in 10 years, held its 
third annual conference on pov
erty. The conference provided 
valuable information to faith 
leaders and community activists 
about advocating for the under
served and poor members of our 
communities. (See "It's time to 
organize, to protest, to act," by 
Nancy Kirsch, on page 1.) Virtu
ally every religious organization 
was present at the conference - a 
fitting tribute, as all major reli
gions' sacred texts command us 
to consider the poor. 

Poverty strikes every religion. 
It strikes every race. It strikes 
every culture. While many of 
us might be born into poverty 
and struggle to escape it, many 
of us also find ourselves living 
in a middle class environment 
only to become poverty-stricken 
through no fault of our own. 
Consider the retired couple who 
must spend their lifesavings on 
essential medical assistance and 

prescriptions. Consider the fac
tory worker who must support a 
family, yet was laid off and faces a 
home foreclosure. 

It is interesting to note that 
both the seder and the confer
ence are held during the spring, 
close to Passover, a solemn occa
sion. It's an especially appropri
ate time for us to reflect on our 
lives. What can we do to make 
life better for others and for our
selves? When the Israelites left 
Egypt, they hoped for better lives 
- without the deplorable con
ditions they endured as slaves. 
During their travels, they had 
many life threatening challenges; 
many wanted to give up and 
return to Egypt. But, in the end, 
they entered the "Land of Milk 
and H oney." 

The seder and the conference 
provided us with both tools and 
hope so that we might help those 
now living in poverty and also 
reduce poverty in Rhode Island 
and across the nation. 

For more information about the 
CRC, contact Marty Cooper at 
421-4111, ext. 171. 
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Israel's Memorial Day observance held at the Alliance 
BY LARRY KATZ 

lkatz@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE-On Sunday, 
May 8, many people celebrated 
Mothers' Day; however, sev
eral dozen members of the 
Jewish community gathered at 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island (the Alliance) to 
participate in another annual 
event, Israel 's Memorial Day. 
In contrast to the Memorial 
Day that Americans celebrate, 
which is a celebratory occasion 
filled with cookouts, beach 
outings , retail sales oppor
tunities and parades, Israel's 
Memorial Day is a solemn 
time. It is marked by visits 
to cemeteries and ceremonies 
remembering fallen soldiers 
and terrorist victims. 

In Israel, the siren wails 
in remembrance and brings 
everyone to a halt. Here, too, 
a siren wailed as all rose in 
remembrance of those who 
gave their lives for Israel's su r
vival. 

ln lsrael , the 
solemnity of 

Memorial Day, 
Yorn Ha-Zikaron, 

is immediately 
followed by 
the joy and 
celebration 
of Israel 's 

Independence Day 
Yorn Ha-Atzmaut. 

The commemoration, spon
sored by the Alliance, was 
in remembrance of all of the 
fa llen, as well as of speci fi c 
individuals. Community mem
bers read poems and told the 
stories of Asaf Ramon (the son 
of astronaut llan Ramon), the 
massacre at the M ercaz HaRav 
Yeshivah and the heroic death of 

KEN SCHNEIDER and LEEHE RALPH lead ceremonies at Yorn Ha-Zikaron on May 8 . 

followed by the joy and cel
ebration of Israel's Indepen
dence Day, Yorn Ha-Atzmaut. 
It was similar in Rhode 
Island. Shalev participated in 
many celebrations, including 
a music-rich community pro
gram on the evening of Tues
day, M ay 10. (Be sure to read 
the M ay 27 issue of The Voice 
& H erald for coverage of that 

Major Roi Klein. The personal 
stories made the program very 
concrete and moving, rather 
than an abstract commemora
tion . Yisca Shalev, the producer 
and director of the program and 
greater Rhode Island 's Israeli 

The music of the Maccabeats 
yields fun, funds 

/Alisa Grace Photography 

TWO OF THE MACCASEATS at Brown RISD Hillel 

PROVIDENCE - The Mac- served areas of Afula and Gilboa. 
cabeats, a YouTube sensation and 
Yeshiva University's a cappella 
group, performed a free concert at 
the Brown RISO Hillel on Thurs
day, April 28. The Maccabeats 
are known for their hits such as 
"Candelight" to the melody ofTaio 
Cruz's "Dynamite" and "Purim 
Song" to Pink's "Raise Your Glass." 

Individuals were asked for dona
tions to the Haifa Rape Crisis 
Center in Israel. M ore than 150 
students and community members 
attended, and S450 was raised for 
the Center, an organization dedi
cated to opposing sexual violence. 
The Center focuses on the under-

The event was co-sponsored by 
Grinspoon-MZ Israel Advocacy 
Internship, the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island, Temple 
Emanu-El, David Project, Brown 
University's Health Education 
Office and the Office of the Vice 
President for Campus Life, RISO 
Kehillah, the Israeli Consulate to 
New England and Brown RISD 
Hillel. 

Brown RISD Hillel is a partner 
agency of the Jewish A 1/iance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

7he Haifa Rape Crisis Center in 
Israel receives funding.from the Alli
ance's Annual Community Campaign. 

emissary, provided appropriate 
pictures, videos and songs to 
accompany the stories. Ir was 
a true multi-media experience -
and very moving. 

Three students from the 
Jewish Community D ay School 

- Noa Alon, Aliza Katzma n 
Jacobson and Ruth Stein - sang 
and were accompanied on the 
piano by Yifat Koren Katz. 

In Israel, the solemnity 
of M emorial Day, Yorn H a
Zikaron, is immediately 

event.) M any synagogues held 
their own special prayer ser
vices and celebrations, as well. 

Larry Katz is the director of 
educational services far the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater R hode Island. 
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Harold Berman, 95 
WARWICK - Harold Berman, for
merly of Cranston and Pembroke 
Pines, Fla., died May 9. He was 
the husband of the late Lillian R. 
(Kaplan) Berman. He is survived by 
his sons, William and his wife Lynn, 
of Jamestown, and Donald and his 
wife Carol, of Wilton, Conn.; and 
his two grandchildren, Jennifer and 
Michael. He was a devoted family 
man, successful businessman and an 
avid golfer. 

Contributions may be made to 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, 1311 
Mamaroneck Ave., Ste. 310, White 
Plains, NY 10605. 

Sydney Feldman, 91 
POMPANO BEACH, Fla. - Sydney 
Feldman died March 19 at Imperial 
Point Medical Center. He was the 
husband of Esther B. (Lucksniansky) 
Feldman of Pompano Beach. They 
were married for 66 years. 

Born in Fall River, Mass., a 
son of the late Jacob and Lena 
(Vodorovnick) Feldman, he had lived 
in Florida since 1992, previously living 
in Providence. He was a manager of 
Hasbro Industries, retiring in 1984. 

A World War II Army veteran, he 
served in Europe. He was 

~ a member of the Masons, 
~ serving as Master of the 

E.L. Freeman Lodge. He 
was a Big Brother for 10 years and 
was a former member of Temple 
Emanu-EI in Providence. 

He was the father of Robert 
Feldman of Tiverton, Tina Crosby 
and her husband Harvey, of Newton 
Center, Mass. and the late Marvin 
Feldman. He was the brother of 
Seymour Feldman and his wife 
Freyda, of Boca Raton, Fla. and 
the late Samuel, Hyman, Louis and 
Morris Feldman; the grandfather 
of Hendi and her husband Jason, 
Max, Benjamin and his wife Siobhan, 
Deena and Jodi; and the great
grandfather of fou r. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hasbro Children's Hospital, Marvin 
Allen Feldman Fund, Developmental 

Office, P.O. Box H, Providence, RI 
02901. 

PaulGreenberg,80 
JAMESTOWN - Paul Greenberg, of 
Jamestown, died May 8. He was the 
husband of Marcia (Blazar) Green
berg. 

Born in Boston, he was a son 
of the late Morris and Elizabeth 
(Rosengard) Greenberg. A graduate 
of Brown and Columbia universi
ties, he was a partner in the former 

• 
Adams Radio in Provi
dence. He served as a 
1st lieutenant in the Air 
Force. He was a member 

of Temple Shalom and the Johnston 
Lions Club, and was a past district 
governor of the RI Lions. 

Besides his wife, he is survived by 
his children, Peter (Kim) Greenberg 
of Warwick, Patricia ( O.B. McCoin) 
Greenberg of Miami, Fla. and Steven 
(Barbara) Greenberg of Sharon, 
Mass.; grandchildren, Ashley, Bran
don, Thomas, Jordan and Max; 
step-grandchildren, Shawn and Kim; 
four step-great-grandchildren; and 
his brother and sisters-in-law, Drs. 
Andrew and Beverly Blazar and Sally 
Greenberg. He was the brother of 
the late Arthur Greenberg. 

Contributions may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Amalie Sandelowski, 90 
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. - Amalie 
Sandelowski, a resident of 
Providence before moving to Chapel 
Hill , N.C. in 2000, died April 19. 
She was the wife of the late Heinz 
Sandelowski. Born in Berlin, 
Germany, she was a daughter of the 
late Felix and Chanah Weinberg. 

She was a survivor of the Holo
caust. She worked at the former 
Brier Manufacturing in Providence 
for 25 years and she was a member 
of Congregation Mishkon Tfiloh in 
Providence. 

She is survived by her daughter 
Margarete Sandelowski with whom 
she lived in Chapel Hill , N.C. She was 
the sister of the late Sura and Dora 
Weinberg. 
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Donations may be made to the 
United States Holocaust Memo
rial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg 
Place Southwest, Washington, D.C. 
20024. 

Norman J. Sklaroff, 66 
WEST WARWICK - Norman 
Sklaroff died May 8 at Rhode Island 
Hospital. Born in Providence, he 
was a son of the late Solomon and 
Sylvia (Kaplan) Sklaroff. He had 
lived in West Warwick since 1979, 
previously living in Warwick. He was 
a member ofTemple Am David. 

He was the father of Mikal Sklaroff 
and his wife Marlo, of Charlotte, 
N.C., Joshua Sklaroff and his wife 
Loranah, of Arlington, Mass. and 
Noah Sklaroff and his wife Ewa, of 
Gdansk, Poland. He was the brother 
of the late Lewis Sklaroff and Carol 

OBITUARIES 
Zeidel. 

Contributions may be made to 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., 
Warwick, RI 02888. 

David Edwin Snyder, 83 
HOLLYWOOD, Fla. - David Snyder 
died April 13 after a valiant and cou
rageous struggle of 14 months. Born 
in Fall River, Mass., he was the son 
of the late Sarah and Joseph Snyder. 

He will be remembered for his 
quick wit, professional accomplish
ments, dedication and love for his 
family. 

He is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Diane; his children, Scott and 
Jennifer Snyder, Barry and Wendy 
Snyder, Leslie and Jack Pines; and six 
grandchildren, He is also survived by 
his sister Audrey Rifkin of Jackson
ville, Fla., his brother Harvey Snyder 

of Providence and many more family 
members and friends. 

Charles Weiss, 82 
PROVIDENCE - Charles Weiss, a 
lifelong resident of Providence, died 
April 27. He was the husband of 
Jeanette (Halperin) Weiss. Born in 
Providence, he was a son of the late 
Morris and Helen Weiss. He will be 
remembered for his generous heart 
and loving nature. 

He leaves his wife; his children, 
Joel, Ellen , David, and Sara; his 
grandchildren, Emma, Lauren , Noah, 
Melinda, and Alexandra ; and his 
brother James Weiss. 

Donations may be made to Touro 
Fraternal Assoc., 45 Rolfe Square, 
Cranston, RI 02910. 

The Eulogizer: Marks, Ossinsky Jr., Zoll and others 
BY ALAND. ABBEY 

JERUSALEM OTA) - The 
Eulogizer highlights the life 
accomplishments of famous and 
not-so-famous Jews who have 
passed away recently. 

Leonard Marks, 69, lawyer 
Entertainment lawyer Leonard 

Marks, who sued Nike on behalf 
of the Beatles in 1987, and whose 
practice also included Billy Joel 
and Elton John, died April 30 in 
New York at 69. 

Marks, a one-time federal pros
ecutor, charged Nike with appro
priating the Beatles' "Revolution" 
for a commercial without the 
band's permission. Nike had paid 
the record company EMI-Capitol 
to use the song. 

Louis Ossinsky Jr., 80, 
former B'nai B'rith leader 
Louis O ssinsky Jr., an attorney 

who was also a southern regional 
B'nai B'rith president, died in Day
tona Beach, Fla. on May 3. 

Ossinsky had been president of 
the seven-state B'nai B'rith District 
5 and headed Florida's B'nai B'rith 
lodges, as well. 

Samuel Zoll, 76, 
retired judge 

Samuel Zoll, former chief jus
tice of district courts in Massachu
setts and the first Jewish mayor of 
Salem, Mass., died April 26 at 76. 

Zoll's long career was marked by 
a blend of tough ethical stands and 
compassion. In a memoir published 
this year, U.S . Sen. Scott Brown 
(D-Mass.) revealed how a talk 
with Z oll after the young Brown 
had been caught with a "trunkful 
of boosted records" helped turn his 
life around. 

Ira Cohen, 76, 
poet and artist 

Poet and visual artist Ira Cohen 
may have been better known in 
post-hippie and avant-garde artis
tic circles than by peers and col
leagues who got their start in the 
Beat era, but he continued writing 
and creating art in various forms 
until shortly before his death at 76 
on April 25. 

"Ira was a major figure in 
the international underground 
and avant-garde," said Michael 
Rothenberg, editor of Big Bridge 
magazine. "In order to understand 
American art and poetry post-

World War II, you have to under
stand Ira Cohen." 

Cyrus Harvey, 85, 
eclectic entrepreneur 

Cyrus Harvey, whose broad and 
quirky interests brought America 
both foreign "art" films and the 
faux-English soap company Crab
tree & Evelyn, died April 14 at 85 
in Connecticut. 

Harvey founded Janus films, 
one of the first distributors of films 
by European and Asian direc
tors, including Bergman, Fellini 
and Kurosawa, with a friend and 
partner with whom he ran the 
Cambridge, Mass., art film house, 
Brattle Theater. 

Natalie Brown, 45, 
kosher deli owner 

Natalie Brown, who ran a kosher 
delicatessen in the New Orleans 
suburb of Metairie for more than 
20 years, died May 4 at 45. 

The Kosher Cajun New York 
Deli and Grocery is a "Jewish 
community center with corned 
beef sandwiches," said Rabbi 
Yossie Nemes. 

Write to the Eulogizer at 
eulogizer@jta.org. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
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SIMCHAS 
Wedding 

ALANA EPSTEIN AND JUSTI N RACIOPPA 

ARRY AND HOPE 
Klein Langer of West
port, Conn., announced 

the marriage of their daughter 
Alana Ashley Epstein to Justin 
Hyatt Racioppa, son of John and 
Barbara Racioppa of Charleston, 
S.C. The couple exchanged their 
vows on March 25 in New York 
City. Cantor Shira Adler officiated. 

The bride and groom met in 
2003 while attending The College 
of Charleston in Charleston, S.C. 
Alana, who graduated with a 
degree in communications in 2007, 
received her masters in education 
from the University of Bridgeport 
in Connecticut. She is a math 
teacher at Rippowam Middle 

School in Stamford, Conn. Justin, 
who was a 2007 cum laude graduate 
in business administration, works 
as an operations associate for 
Southpaw Asset Management 
LLC in Greenwich, Conn. The 
couple live, with their two rescue 
pit bulls, in Norwalk, Conn. 
Alana is the granddaughter of 
Richard and Helene Klein of 
Cranston, Stanley and Rhoda 
Epstein of Boca Raton, Fla., and 
Reita Langer and the late Dr. 
Moton LangerofYork, Penn.Justin 
is the grandson of the late Ralph 
and Lena Racioppa and Raymond 
and Gerhardine Topping. The 
couple plans to honeymoon this 
July in Belize and Costa Rica. 

Victor Baxt and Alan Hassenfeld 
to receive honorary degrees 

ICTOR BAXT and R.I. bond referendum to build 
Alan Hassenfeld will URl's new Center for Chemical 
receive honorary degrees 

from the University of Rhode 
Island (URI) at the university's 
commencement exercises on May 
21-22. 

Baxt, chairman of Teknor Apex 
Co., will receive an honorary doctor 
of science degree in recognition of 
his professional accomplishments. 
H e turned Teknor Apex Company 
in Pawtucket into a leading pro
ducer of vinyl materials and other 
plastics for worldwide applications. 
A 1938 graduate of URI, Baxt 
established an endowed scholarship 
in chemistry, established the Victor 
Baxt Chair in Polymer Engineer-

VICTOR BAXT 

ing and supported construction of 
the new Norman M . Fain Hillel 
Center at URI. In the fall of 2010, 
Baxt also publicly supported the 

and Forensic Sciences. 
Alan G. H assenfeld is the former 

chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer of Hasbro, Inc., 
the multi-billion dollar interna-

tional toy company that his grand
father had started in 1923. 

In recognition of his professional 
accomplishments and his civic lead
ership, Hassenfeld will be awarded 
an honorary doctor of humane let
ters during the undergraduate com
mencement ceremony. 

Under Hassenfeld's leadership, 
Hasbro became a worldwide leader 
in chi ldren's and family entertain
ment. Headquartered in Rhode 
Island, Hasbro, produces some of 
the world's most recognizable and 
respected games and toys. 
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Kate Bramson, 
Karen Lee Ziner 

win Metcalf Awards 

HODE ISLAND for 
Community and Justice 
(RICJ) awarded Kate 

Bramson, a Providence Journal 
reporter, a RICJ Metcalf Award for 
Diversity in the Media (Metcalf) in 
the daily category, for her Oct. 8, 
2010 story, "Census Bureau figures 
show a sharp rise in Hispanic-owned 
businesses. 

Karen Lee Ziner, also a Provi
dence Journal reporter, is one of five 
reporters whose stories in the Provi
dence Journal on Central Fa!Js High 
School won the Metcalf in the spe
cial series category. 

The May 12 awards ceremony 
at the Hotel Providence represents 
the 23rd RICJ ceremony to honor 
talented and thoughtful journalists 
whose work has promoted inclusion 
and respect. The Metcalf is the only 
award given in Rhode Island to rec
ognize excellence in educating the 
public on issues of diversity. KARE N LEE ZINER 

Lapides receives Corporate Leadership Award 

SALLY LAPIDES 

ALLY LAPIDES, presi
dent and chief executive 
officer of Residential 

Properties, Ltd. , was honored 
with a corporate leadership award 
by the Women's Center of Rhode 
Island. She received the award at 
the Women of Excellence Awards 
Luncheon on Friday, May 6 at the 
Marriott in Providence. 

The Women's Center of Rhode 
Island serves victims of domestic 
violence. 

Goldberg is a 
Distinguished 
Life Fellow 

RICHARD GOLDBERG 

!CHARD Goldberg, 
M.D., psychiatrist-in-chief 
for Rhode Island Hospi

tal and The Miriam Hospital, has 
been named a Distinguished Life 
Fellow in the American Psychiatric 
Association (APA). Goldberg is 
one of only 103 members to receive 
this distinction this year. There are 
more than 34,000 APA members 
worldwide, and approximately 16 
percent hold the designation of Dis
tinguished Fellow or Distinguished 
Life Fellow. 

Distinguished Fellowship is 
awarded to members who have made 
significant contributions to the psy
chiatric profession in administration, 
teaching, volunteering in mental 
health and medical activities of 
social significance, and community 
involvement, as well as for clinical 
excellence. 

Goldberg, of Providence, also 
serves as chairman of the psychiatry 
and behavioral health service line and 
as senior vice president for physician 
network development at Lifespan. 

THE ALUMINUM SHOW is a new performance combining movement. dance. and visual theatre unique 
to the stage; recovered materials from industrial factories are used. Through the use of special effects. 
creative mechanisms, and acrobatic dance, inanimate objects come to life with energy. emotion. and 
even personality, as silver industrial materials create a luminous and reflective world. Since its debut at 
the Israel Festival in Jerusalem, it has gained international recognition. The BBC News called it "visually 
stunning" and Fox News TV called it "A fascinating. family-friendly. fun. and interesting show ..... 
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At the JCC Early Childhood Center 

we seek to be more than a day care 
program or school. We strive to be 

a family, a community. 
My name is Helen West. 

I am the Alliance. 

:::;; Helen West, Early Childhood Center Director 

I am the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition 

and values at work in daily life. 

We are social justice, lifelong 

Jewish learning, and loving 

kindness. We are a daily 

commitment to create healthier 

minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 
0/am. Through the Annual 

Community Campaign, our 

donations fund more than 

300 programs and services 

that support and enhance 

Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. 

We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.shalomri .org 
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