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'Superheroes' 
flex their 
muscles 
Bv NA NC Y Krnsc 11 

nkirsch@JFRI. org 11E JEWJSH Alliance 
f Greater Rhode Island 
Alliance) held its first 

annual Mitzvah Day on 
Sunday, March 13. 

Some 375 people - from toddlers 
to teens and students to seniors -
participated. Although the pictures 
tell the story, some numbers are 
worth noting. 

• 200+ peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches and 200+ hot dogs were 
distributed to people at seven differ­
ent locations through Mobile Loaves 
and Fishes; participants at the Jewish 
Community Day School and Max's 
Lunch Bunch at Temple Am David 
prepared the food. Participants 
also loaded the Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes truck with sandwiches, fruit, 
snacks and beverages. 1he truck also 
stocked articles of warm clothing for 
those in need. 

• 200 new pairs of sneakers and 
flip flops, gaily decorated by our 
Mitzvah Day superheroes, which 
Gotta H ave Sole Foundation will 
donate to needy children. 

• 82 people baked more than 1,000 
hamantashen and prepared gift bags 
for soldiers at the Phyllis Siperstein 
Tamarisk Assisted Living Facili ty. 

• 54 people made art bags at the 
Alliance for H asbro Children's Hos­
pital patients. 

• 43 people made more than 200 
hamantashen at UR1 Hillel that 
Jewish Seniors Agency will distrib­
ute to elderly Jewish Rhode Island­
ers. 

• 11 people signed up to be bone 
marrow donors. 

ult was an amazing day," said 
Randy Rosenthal, the Alliance staff 
associate who organized the event. "I 
hope that people will continue to stay 
involved in whatever form of tikkun 
olam they choose. We are gratified by 
the outpouring of support." 

See pictures on pages 20-21 for the 
"rest of the story. " 
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TEENS 

/ URI Hillel 

From left, Valerie Shapiro, Lexi Schwartz (partially obscured), Aaron Weininger, Evan Katz, Joie Schwartz, Zach Snow and Sheri Snow; and Ian 
Weininger (kneeling, thumbs up), Ryan Snow, Rebecca Kraut and Lily Nieto display the fruits of their labors - dozens of hamantashen -

at URI Hillel on Mitzvah Day. 

Japan disaster puts Jewish giving on the spot 
Fiscal and personnel 

resources pouring 
into nation 

Bv URIEL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK QTA) - Almost as 
soon as the catastrophe in Japan 
began unfolding last Friday, 
Jewish groups scrambled to figure 
out how to get help to the area. 

In Israel , search-and-rescue 
organizations like ZAKA and 
IsraAid readied teams to head to 
the Japanese devastation zone. In 
Tokyo, the Chabad center took 
an accounting of local Jews and 
began orgar.izing a shipment of 
aid to stricken cities to the north. 
In the United States, aid organi­
zations ranging from B'nai B'rith 
International to local and national 
federation agencies launched cam-

paigns to collect money for rescue, 
relief and rebuilding efforts in the 
Pacific. 

But then Shabbat came, and 
with it the news that a suspected 
Palestinian terrorist had brutally 
murdered five family members 
in the Jewish West Bank set tle­
ment of ltamar, and the focus of 
the Jewish community for a while 
seemed to shift. 

"Not sure who to think about 

first," Nadia Levene, a British­
Israeli event planner living in 
Jerusalem, wrote on Facebook on 
Tuesday. "The devastated remain­
ing members of the Fogel family 
from ltamar, Gilad Shalit - five 
years in H amas captivity - or the 
survivors of the Japanese trag­
edy and the dangers they may be 
facing." 
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United Brothers Synagogue will celebrate 110 years 
Entity is called 

'Bristols best 
kept secret' 

BY GERALDI NE .FOS'l'Ell 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

BRISTOL - The cedar-shingled 
building at 205 High Street in 
Bristol gives no hint to its identity 
until your gaze turns upwards. The 
Magen David on the stained glass 
window above the entrance is its 
only adornment. You can under­
stand why someone quipped, "It's 
Bristol 's best kept secret." 

When you enter into the bright, 
newly painted vestry, you sec three 
walls lined with displays of art­
work and important events, docu­
ments and fam ily histories, as well 

/ United Brothers Congrega tion 

A STAINED GLASS window in the synagogue 

as old photographs. These images 
and documents tell the story of the 
three generations of the Bassing 
family and ofJacob Benjamin, his 
wife and 11 children. The Bassing 

and Benjamin families were just 
two of the 11 founders of this syn­
agogue, Chevra Agudas Achim, 
United Brothers Congregation, 
Rhode Island's third oldest syn a-

gogue still in opera­
ion. 
1l1e synagogue 

upstairs shows the 
care and pride the 
congregants take in 

e venerable build­
Two 

new glass 
· ndows, which were 

donated by Man,in and 
oan Glickman, cast an 

interesting play of light. 
Since the building was built 
in 1916, it has undergone only one 
major change. Originally placed 
in the middle of the room, the 
bimah is now in front of the east­
ern wail. 1l1e original pews, the 
reader's stand and the ark, with its 
150-year-old Torah, are all ready 
to celebrate the 110th anniversary 
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