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First Tunisia, then Egypt 
Which M ideast 

autocracy will be 
next to fall? 

B Y URI EL H EILMAN 

NEW YORK 0TA)-With popu
lar uprisings having toppled two 
Arab dictators in the space of just a 
few weeks and unrest reverberating 
across the Middle East, are other 
regimes likely to fall, too? 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

early everywhere in the region, 
autocratic leaders seem to be on 
the defensive. Using carrots or 
sticks, and sometimes both, they're 
struggling to curb growing protest 
movements. 

In Jordan two weeks ago, amid 
spreading protests, King Abdullah 
II dismissed his prime minister and 
Cabinet, promising reforms. In the 
Persian Gulf kingdom of Bahrain, 
police countered protesters' "Day 
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of Rage" during the week of Feb. 
14 with rubber bullets and tear 
gas, while the king tried to defuse 
opposition by promising a S2 ,650 
payment of "appreciation" to every 
Bahraini family. In Kuwait, too, 

the ruling emir announced cash 
grants to every citizen. 

ln I ran, during the week of Feb. 
14, governmem forces used vio
lence to block demonstrators from 
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/ Yisca Shalev 

FROM LEFT, ELIZABETH GORDON, JUSTINE PALEFSKY, LUCY 
SCHULTZ on the Brown RISD Hillel Taglit trip eat at the Mahane 
Yehuda Market in Jerusalem. Read about their trip on page 20. 

Dining in or touring Jerusalem: 
This could he you 

ETHER YOU'RE more 
terested in the cuisine 
flsrael or its sights, such 

as the Western Wall, one of Israel's 
most visited touchpoints, don't miss 
A Taste oflsrael on Feb. 26 or Israel 1 --ff"-•U. 
Travel Fair on Feb. 27. See the story 
on page 17 for more information. 

Celebrate your 
community by giving to it 

Communitys 
commitment to help 

fills vital needs 
Br R1 c111HD L 1C11T 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVJDE CE - Some 250 
members of our community 
showed up on Jan. 30 to celebrate 
the launch of the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode lsland. Mean
while, some less historic, but 
truly inspiring, events were also 
happening to Jewish individuals 
in Rhode Island, in Israel and 
around the world, thanks to that 
very same community. 

Two weeks ago, right here in 
Rhode Island, three families 
were spared from homelessness 
and given hope, thanks to the 
compassion and help that is avail-

RICHARD LICHT 

able in our community. One of 
the calls for help was made to 
Wendy Joering, our Jewish com
munity concierge, by relatives in 
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/ Camp JORI 

CLOWNING AROUND AT CAMP JORI - From left, Becca Solomon, 
Rachel Goldblum and Jessica Beckenstein 

Camp JORI enters its 
second century 

of good stewardship 
Camp plans 
for facility 

enhancement, 
scholarships 

blocking driveways and sidewalks, 
it might be hard to imagine just 
how much activity happens all 
winter to get Camp JO RI ready for 
a bustling two months of Jewish 
summer camping. Year in and year 
out, staff, parents, alumni, volun
teers and friends of the camp work 
to make a safe, fun and educational B Y Ron STOLZM 1 ~ 

Special to The Voice & Herald summer camping experience pos
WAKEFIELD - With ice and sible for our children, especially for 
snow still covering our yards and 
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Chahad Women of R.I. hosts an international retreat 

Womens weekend 
filled with learning 
and spiritual growth 

BY VOI CE & l-IEHALD STAFF 

vo icehera Id@] FRI. o rg 

WARWICK - The Chabad 
Women of Rhode Island will host 
the 49th annual N'shei Ubnos 
Chabad winter retreat on March 
4-6 at the Crowne Plaza in War
wick. Jewish women from around 
the world and from all walks of 
life are expected to gather at this 
event, a weekend of learning, 
sharing and camaraderie. 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem M. Schneerson, 
established these women-only 
conventions in 1962 to encourage 
women to share what they learn 
with thei r fami lies and communi
ties. 

The program opens with a 
buffet luncheon on Friday, and 
mini-workshops will follow, 
before everyone gathers for can
dlelighting, Kiddush and a Shab
bat dinner. 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Jacob
son, of Brooklyn, and the spiri
tual leader of Congregation Bais 
Shmuel and the dean of yeshiva. 
net, will speak Friday night on 
"The Jewish leap yea r - A double 
measure of opportunity and joy." 

SARA ESTHER CRISPE 

The eveni ng will conclude with 
a classic Hasidic Farbrengen, a 
joyous gathering. 

speech , "The world will be filled 
with the knowledge of Hashem, 
like the waters cover the ocean 

"The Jewish leap year - A double 
measure of opportunity and joy." 

Saturday evening will include 
a gala mitzvah auction, followed 
by a full course Melava Malka 
dinner. Rabbi Jacobson's keynote 

bed," will be followed by singing 
and dancing, led by entertainer 
Chana Leah Nunez. 

At the banquet on Sunday, Sara 

conducted by living legend 

CANTOR NAFTALI HERSTIK 

O O Bl! 

wwwjvhri.org 

RABBI YOSEF YITZCHAK JACOBSON 

Esther Crispe, creator and editor 
of www.theJewishWomen.org, 
will speak on "Purim: The wom
en's pivotal role in the redemp
tion of the Jewish people." Moshe 
Nunez, a Latin American H asid , 
will make a musical appearance. 
Sunday morning wi ll feature 
mini-boutiques and workshops. 

Local performers and speak
ers include D ebbie Waldman, 
Judie Tenenbaum, Dr. Ludmilla 
Miriam Leah Cork.in, Alexa 
Gladstone and Bracha Stuart. 
Susan Leach DeBlasio, the vice 
chair of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, will bring 
greetings. 

Women are invited to register for 
the entire weekend or for select seg
ments. Options include select "Stay 
Over" packages, and, for those 
arriving early on Friday, a sight
seeing trip to Newport to see Touro 
Synagogue and a mansion is avail
able. Turk Catering of New York 
City will prepare all the food for the 
weekend. 

For more information or to reg
ister, visit www.fewishRI. com or 
contact Shoshana Laufer at 884-
4071 or chabadwomensconven
tion@yahoo.com. 

EXPERIENCE I' ! '- ,, 
200 YEARS ~ 

of 
CANTORIAL ART 
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Kollel welcomes Rabbi Shaul Shimon Deutsch, 
honors Rivka Eskovitz 

Founder of the Living 
Torah Museum will 

display artifacts 

B Y NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - On the eve
ning of March 6, Kolle!: Center 
for Jewish Studies will present 
its annual program, Jewish Unity 
Live 2011: Celebrating our Past, 
Present and Future. It will offer 
history buffs, archeology fans and 
others eager to know more about 
our rich and diverse Jewish history 
the opportunity to actually touch 
and see historical artifacts. 

Rabbi Shaul Shimon Deutsch, 
the guest speaker, established the 
Living Torah Museum in Brook
lyn, N.Y., with the philosophy, "If 
you touch history, you live history," 
and a desire to bring the history of 
the Bible and the Talmud to life, 
said Rabbi Raphie Schochet, dean 
of the Kolle!, quoting Deutsch. 
"People can actually touch and 
hold the artifacts. Things aren't 
kept behind glass cases." 

While Deutsch can't bring 
the museum to Rhode Island, of 
course, he will bring to Rhode 
Island some of the most remark
able items in the collection for the 
March 6 event at the Renaissance 
Providence Hotel. The items visi
tors can expect to see and touch 
that evening, Schochet said, 
include a 2,000-year-old ring, 
worn during biblical times, that 
Deutsch purchased at Christie's 
[an auction house], weapons, 
clothing and cooking implements, 
along with other treasured items. 

Deutsch collected these items 
by going on archeological digs and 
by attending auctions. Some of 
the artifacts, said Schochet, come 
from shipwrecks and collectors' 

loaned items that were found on 
the bottom of the Mediterranean. 
Deutsch 's passion for history and 
knowledge is clear; he taught 
himself 11 ancient languages, 
including learning how to read 
cuneiform and hieroglyphics. The 
museum includes video depicting 
a dig that shows where the Jews 
were believed to have crossed the 
Red Sea. 

"lf you touch 
history, you live 

history." 

This year's annual event - the 
organization's fifth- one Schochet 
describes as 'bringing together 
our entire community to celebrate 
our Jewish heritage and our Juda
ism' will honor Rivka Eskovitz, 
a long-time teacher in our com
munity. Now at the Jewish Com
munity Day School, she is getting 
married and leaving the commu
nity at school year's end. E skov
itz is "a tireless volunteer for the 
community in many areas, and a 
much beloved and well-known 
preschool teacher," Schochet said. 

The evening also includes a pre
reception event, where Deutsch 
will show some of the particu
larly valuable and rare artifacts 
that can't be shown and displayed 
to a larger audience. Describing 
Deutsch as "quite a character," 
Schochet said that the evening 
offers both education and enter
tainment. 

1he event, on Sunday, March 6, 
with a dessert reception at 7 p.m., 
and the presentation at 8 p .m., is at 
the Providence Renaissance Hotel, 
One Avenue of the Arts, in Provi
dence. Fee is 136 in advance for both 
the reception and the presentation, or 

/ Lauri Lee 

RIVKA ESKOVITZ at JCDS 

145 at the door. For those who wish 
to attend the special pre-event show
ing of unique artifact, beginning al 
5:45 pm., the fee for the entire eve
ning is 1100. 

To RSVP (by March 2) or for more 
information, contact Rabbi Raphie 
Schoebel at 383-2786 or info@ 
providencekollel.org or visit www. 
providencekollel. org and follow the 
prompts to securely pay on line. 

il (il))'l' 
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Last month, because of you: 

• 3 families here in Rhode Island were 

spared from homelessness 

• 13 first-time camper incentive grants 

were awarded making a Jewish summer 

camp experience possible 

• 24 students with special needs 

received individualized instruction 

in Hebrew language 

• 57 students experienced Birthright Israel 

with Brown/RISD Hillel 

• 154 Jewish seniors in nursing homes 

received a loving visit by a volunteer 

• 1074 hot meals were served to 

Jewish seniors throughout the state 

Every day, your donations to the Annual Community Campaign 

are put to work helping improve Jewish lives. 

Through your contribution, you did this and so 

much more for the people who need you most. 

Give today, improve a life tomorrow. 

To make your contribution, please visit 

www.JFRl.org or mail your gift to 

Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 

Annual Community Campaign 

401 Elmgrove Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

or call 401.421.4111 ext. 165. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 



OPINION 
FROM THE 

ExEcuTIVE EDITOR 

Try something 
new, no matter 

your age 
Uncharted territory 

Bv NANCY KrnsCH 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

S I'VE WATCHED the 
news of Egypt during these 

ast weeks, I've been struck 
y how young so many of 

the protesters were. As with the civil 
rights battles of the 1960s, the women's 
movement of the early 1970s and the 
anti-Vietnam War era that bridged the 
'60s and '70s, the younger generation 
was always front and center. Those 
protests, of course, also included some 
individuals that we, as teens or col
lege students, deemed untrustworthy 
because they were the ripe old age of 
"40 and older." 

Those protests, life-changing in their 
own way, were truly grassroots - no 
cell phones, no Facebook, no Internet 
helped drive those causes and the result
ing changes, as they did in Egypt. 

Regardless of how changes are effec
tuated, those facing changes - espe
cially those as massive as forcing H osni 
Mubarak out of power - are left to find 
their way in uncharted territory. Scary? 
Exciting? Empowering? Overwhelm
ing? Probably all of the above, at one 
moment in time or another. 

But, people are more likely to find 
themselves in uncharted territory on a 
much smaller scale much more often. 
After all, how often does one partici
pate in a world-changing event such as 
ending the Vietnam War or stripping a 
despot of power? 

I think that, when we're young, 
we're more adept at dealing with 
uncharted territory. After all, chil
dren are expected - at every stage 
of their formal education - to adapt 
to what is the equivalent for those of 
us in the workforce of a new office, a 
new boss, new colleagues and new job 
performance requirements each and 
every year. Think about it - each year, 
children are likely to be in a different 
classroom, new teachers, new or differ
ent cohort of fellow students and new 
material to study and comprehend. 

Camp, too, offers uncharted terri
tory, even for campers of long-stand
ing. It took me - clumsy that I am 
- a solid three seasons at summer camp 
before I could finally water ski. Once 
I learned, though, I was able to start 
learning how to drop a ski so I could 
slalom. What a high that was! 

Are we, as adults, simply too tired 
of uncharted territory to voluntarily 
navigate there? Are we stuck in a rut? 
It's easy to stick with the familiar, 
the known and the comfortable, but 
it's great to break out of the rut - you 
never know what you'll learn, see and 
do. When I went to visit friends from 
Rhode Island who now live in Atlantic 
City, N.J., a few weeks ago, I tried a 
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Whenjoyisnotenough 
Wrestling with despair 

AMONTH OR TWO AGO 
a fri end of long standing sen; 
me a g ift, "Dickinson: Selected 
Poems and Commentaries," 

Professor H elen Vendler's commentary 
on 150 of Emily Dickinson's poems (The 
Belknap Press of Harvard University 
Press, 2010). 

To be honest, although Dickinson wrote 
almost 1,800 poems during her lifetime 
(1830-1886), until recently I had read only 

I 
Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

a handful. After all, what 
could a neurotic woman 
who spent most of her 
years cooped up with 
her parents and her sister 
Lavinia in their house 
in mid-19th century 
Amherst, Mass., possibly 
have to say to me? 

On the other hand, I 
have long ad mired the 
work of Vendler, Har
vard's literary critic. 

Over the years, I have benefited from her 
close reading of Shakespeare's sonnets and 
a number of the more difficult poems of 
the 20th century American poet, W allace 
Stevens. 

It is not too much of a stretch to sug
gest that Vendler is a master of that form 
of Midrash - the classical form of rab
binic interpretation - which focuses upon 
the Peshat, the plain meaning of the text. 
Many of Dickinson's poems that just weeks 
ago seemed opaque to me now resonate 
with layers of meaning, thanks to Vendler's 
carefully crafted insights. 

What I find most striking in my new
found appreciation of Dickinson's ·poetry 
is her profound religious skepticism - no, 
an atheism that borders on blasphemy. For 
example, in poem 1581 (Franklin Edition), 

"Those - dying then," Dickinson goes so 
far as to suggest that God 's "Hand is ampu
tated now/And God cannot be found." The 
first line of poem 591 is "J heard a Fly buzz 
- when I died." She concludes this grim 
confrontation with her mortality with a 
vision of the fly interposing "With Blue -
uncertain - stumbling buzz - / Between the 
light - and me." Then, as her life is about 
to flicker into nothingness, she tells the 
reader, "I could not see to see." 

Commenting on this poem, Vendler 
writes, "In the buzzing Fly she found her most 
convincing, if unlikely, symbol of the Truth of 
mortality itself' 

Though Jewish tradition brings me to 

a less sta rk view of "the Truth of mortal
ity itself," I am nevertheless awestruck by 
Dickinson's spiritual courage and intellec
tual integrity in her continuing efforts to 
make sense of what it might mean to die. 

As I have been acquainting myself with 
the dark moods of Emily Dickinson's 

"Our duty is to live 
in the fullness of j oy, 

come what may." 

EMILY DICKINSON 

poems, I have at the same time been read
ing Rabbi Shloma Majeski 's slim volume, 
"The Chassid ic Approach to Joy," a Chabad 
publication (Sichos in English, 1995). My 
colleague, friend and study partner, Rabbi 
Moshe Laufer, suggested that I might be 
enriched by Majeski 's exploration of the 
deeper meanings of simcha, joy. 

At first glance, this Chabad approach to 
simcha might appear to be a direct refuta
tion of both the tone and the substance 
of Dickinson's poetry. While so many of 
Dickinson's poems are heavy with angst 
and foreboding, Majeski offers a worldview 
that is alive with the light of God. Majeski 
asserts that because ultimately everything 
is caused by God, "nature has absolutely no 
independent power." Therefore, our duty is 
to live b'simcha, in the fullness of joy, come 
what may. 

To my way of thinking, to my way of 
feeling, Majeski is insensitive to the sever-

Letter 
Thank you, Mr. Aronson, for your prolific pen 

FTER READING THE piece 
about Stanley Aronson (on the 
imcha of his 1,000th column for 

the Providence Journal) in the Jan. 21 issue, 
I had to join in and extend a hearty mazal 
tov to him for his incredible contributions 
to The Jewish Voice & Herald of Rhode 
Island. 

During my time at the paper, he was 
referred to as "a prince" for the countless 
superb columns he wrote for us, every two 
weeks without fail. Dependably informa
tive, interesting and thoroughly researched, 
his work seems to come from a bottomless 

well of knowledge. 
We have been blessed to receive such 

high quality work during these many years. 
Stanley just exudes great writing naturally, 
while most of us have to struggle so hard to 
make the words flow. Thank you, Stanley! 
We greatly appreciate all you've done for 
our community. 

Jonathan Rubin 
Arlington, Va. 

Rubin was editor of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 

of Rhode Island from 2002 to 2007. 

wwwjvhri.org 

ity, to the intransigence of the physical 
and emotional pain which all too often 
afflicts with seeming arbitrary malice the 
men, women and children we know and 
love, along with individuals who will for
ever remain strangers to us. If people could 
just snap out of their clinical depression, if 
those entombed in a bed of pain could just 
jump up and do the hara, then surely they 
would do so - and put thousands of those 
in the helping professions out of work. 

And yet there is certainly a refreshing 
healthy-mindedness in this H asidic ver
sion of the power of positive thinking; 
there is an almost elemental energy packed 
within the Hebrew adage, "simcha poretzet 
gahder," or "joyfulness breaks down barri
ers." A willed joyfulness can at times lead 
to the liberation of the soul from the prison 
of pain . 

Unfortunately, it is often the case that 
joy is not enough. So I find myself torn 
between Dickenson's dark "Truth of mor
tality itself" and the H asidic imperative to 
live in the light of simcha, in the glory of 
joyfulness. I find myself livi ng the words 
of the contempora ry Russian poet, Yevg
eny Yevtushenko: "I am like a train/rushing 
far many years now/between the city of Yes/ 
and the city of No./ My nerves are strained 
like wires between the city of No/and the city 
oJYes." 

James B. R osenberg is rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

SEND US YOUR 
LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes letters 
from our readers. 

~e~~!rs 

I (no 
more 
than 250 
words, 

please) to nkirsch@ · 
JFRl.org or The 
Voice & Herald, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, RI 
02906. 

Letters must be 
signed and may be 
edited for content 
and length. 
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Jews are strangers in a strange land 
Germany's cancer of 

anti-Semitism 
still resonates 

HAVE YOU sub
scribed to "Habi
tus: A Diaspora 
Journal" yet? Twice 

yearly, Josh Ellison (originally of 
Providence, where his parents still 

reside) and his 
staff bring forth a 
journal of essays, 
fiction, poetry 
and photographs 
with a focus on 
a city in which 
Jews have played 

Josh or are still playing 
a major cultural 

__ S;..t;..e_in ___ role. Number 7, 

just out, features 
Berlin, one of those cities where 
Jews no longer reside in large 
number, but you cannot think 
of the Jews of Europe without 
also thinking of Germany and its 
capital. The events of 1933-1945 
still resonate. The cancer of anti
Semitism, exploited by the Nazis 
who found it waiting for their use, 
continues. It is still part of the 
"What is a Jew" or rather, "What 
is a European" question. 

The Jews of Germany have lived 
there since around 1000 CE, a 
generally impoverished and per-

secuted minority. But with the 
coming of the Enlightenment, 
Jews (some Jews, I have in mind 
as exemplar Moses Mendelssohn 
-1729-1786) discovered the beau
ties of western culture and Ger
mans (some Germans) realized 
that Jews were people with intel
ligence who ought to be welcomed 
into society - either as Jews or as 
converts. For their part, Jews were 
willing to modify their religion so 
as better to fit in, to assimilate - the 
Reform, Conservative and Modern 
Orthodox movements have their 
origins in 19th century Germany. 
The point is that Jews made a suc
cessful rransition from pariahs to 
bulwarks of culture, industry and 
finance. In the end, that's part of 
what did them in. How could such 
a small population rise to conrrol 
the stock market, the theater, be 
so prominent in law, science and 
medicine? It must be that they are 
using unscrupulous methods. The 
Jew was seen as an outsider who 
only pretended to be German! 

So under Hitler, Germany 
became judenrein, Jew-free. Most 
Jews in modern Germany are from 
the former Soviet Union, as their 
predecessors either escaped before 
or were killed during World War 
II. There they live with govern
ment subsidies, a kind of repara
tions. 

Today in Germany there is a 
new outsider, principally Muslim, 
often Turkish. These individuals 

are not re-living the Jewish experi
ence, in that they are new to the 
counrry and new to the continent, 
unlike the Jews who resided as a 
subject race within Germany for 

centuries and who 
knew Western culture, if only by 
observation. But these new Ger
mans, living in the land for a gen
eration or more, can identify with 
the older g roup. Jews were rejected; 
Turks are being rejected Zafer 
~enocak is a Turko-German. H e 
was born in Istanbul and, with his 
parents, moved to Germany as a 
child. His"I1ijtive tongue is Turk
ish, but he writes in German when 
his themes demand it. In an inter
view with "Habitus," he concludes, 

"It is very srrange: Anti-Semitism 
describes Jews as less than human. 
Then you have this anti-anti
Semitism, describing the Jew as 

"There is no real 
discourse with 

the Jewish people. 
Europe still can't 

look the Jews 
directly in the 

face." 

omething unreachable: Good at 
rything, knowing everything. 

ews are just people. They kill and 
e killed like every other people. 

In Europe there is no balance on 
this issue - you move from one 
exrreme to the other. This is the 
problem with idealization - it's 
a broken image. There is no real 
discourse with the Jewish people. 
There is no direct contact. Every
thing has to be deflected. Europe 
still can't look the Jews directly in 
the face." 

It was that last line, "Europe 
still can't look the Jews directly 
in the face" that sent chills down 
my spine. We are the overachiev
ers who hold the broken distorted 

mirror in the face of Europeans 
who killed us, reminding them 
of what they did. Few are left 
who organized the slaughter, 
manned the gas chambers, found 
and desrroyed hiding places. But 
Europe knows what it's done, 
~enocak reminds. 

In Europe, some of us were 
socialists, others capitalists, some 
were intellectuals, others shop 
keepers, the gamut of intellec
tual and economic behavior. All 
were destroyed, except those few 
who managed to survive. Here in 
America, we are in a similar cir
cumstance. We came to a coun
try not our own, a counrry where 
Christians were the dominant 
element, and brought with us our 
strange ways. Many of us have 
subsequently modified, but we are 
still strangers in a strange land. 
When "Americans" are of the left 
or right, they are still Americans. 
Jews, though, are Jews of the left 
or right. And we are caught in the 
middle between those who have 
become anti-Semitic through 
being philo-Palestinian on the one 
left and the gun-toting yahoos on 
the right, neither of which repre
sents us, both of which might be 
very happy if we left. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him atjstein@rwu.edu. 

--------- --------Letters----------------
Neither Fatah nor Hamas 

wants a Jewish state 
IWAS SURPRISED to read 

Professor Sam Lehrnan-Wil
zig's assertion, as reported in 

his Feb. 4 column, "One Jew, two 
opinions," that a distinguishing 
characteristic ofHamas, unlike the 
more secular Fatah, is that it says 
"no" to Israel as a sovereign Jewish 
state. 

It may be comforting to believe 
there is a "good" secular Fatah 
willing to accept Jewish sover
eignty, as against a "bad" religious 
Hamas that refuses to do so. But 
in actuality, the leadership of both 
movements - including the cur
rent Palestinian Authority Presi
dent, Mahmoud Abbas - has made 
its persistent refusal to recognize 
Jewish rights to statehood in the 
Middle East very plain and public. 

Nothing is gained by ignoring 
this unpleasant reality as Israel con
tinues to strive for regional peace. 
The rruly hopeful (or dishonest) 
have also lately taken to claim
ing there is a "moderate" wing of 
Hamas that is willing to accept 
Israel's existence, as opposed to a 
"radical" one that refuses to do so. It 
seems only a matter of time before 
such unsubstantiated distinctions 

are made in reference to Islamic 
Jihad, Hezbollah and al-Qaida as 
well. The reality, however, is that 
much of the Arab world, including 
the current Palestinian leadership, 
has still not come to terms with the 

presence of a sovereign Jewish state 
in its midst, and does not pretend 
otherwise. 

ShaiAfsai 
Providence 

Edgar Tafel's 'eulogy' 
brings back memories 
of Frank Lloyd Wright 

IWAS PLEASED to see the 
reference to the architect Edgar 
Tafel in the short column, "The 

Eulogizer," in your Feb. 4 issue. I 
had been privileged to interview 
Tafel, one of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
most devoted protegees, and a Jew, 
in 1992. Although Solomon Gug
genheim and Edgar Kaufmann are 
best known, Wright (1867 - 1959) 
had numerous Jewish clients as well 
as many Jewish colleagues, appren
tices, and admirers throughout his 
lengthy and astonishing career. I 
have written some articles about 
such relationships, including: his 
design of Beth Sholom Synagogue 
("American Jewish H istory," 1998), 

his "Usonian" houses ("American 
Jewish Archives Journal," 1999), 
and his commissions in the West 
("Western States Jewish His
tory,"1998). 

Unfortunately, Wright, who 
spent a few years of his childhood 
(1871 - 1874) in Pawtucket, never 
built anything in Rhode Island. H e 
did lecture at Brown in 1932, and 
he received a commission from a 
Warwick couple in 1946, but their 
home was never built. By the way, 
another Wright client, who built a 
boutique in Beverly Hills in 1952, is 
buried in Swan Point Cemetery. 

George M. Goodwin 
Providence 

wwwjvhri.org 

J Street represents 
danger to Israel's security 
N ow THE GEORGE 

Soros-funded anti-Zionist 
"pro-Israel, pro-peace" 

organization J Srreet has taken 
another step that, if successful, 
could only serve to further dele
gitirnize and isolate Israel in the 
international community. J Street 
has now aligned itself with the 
Arab League and the Palestin
ian Authority (the "PA") calling 
on the UN Security Council to 
condemn Israel for the building of. 
settlements. J Srreet has called on 
President Obama not to veto· the 
resolution this year, which would 
be a radical departure from histori
cal U.S. policy. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clin
ton has indicated that negotiations 
between Israel and the PA, rather 

than such a resolution, is the only 
workable path to a just peace. 

On Jan. 25, Rep. Gary D . Acker
man, D-NY, the presumed ranking 
Democratic member of the House 
Subcommittee on the Middle East 
and South Asia, effectively cut ties 
with J Srreet as a result of its latest 
position. "The decision to endorse 
the Palestinian and Arab effort to 
condemn Israel in the UN Security 
Council is not the choice of a con
cerned friend rrying to help," Ack
erman said. 

The mainsrream Jewish commu
nity of Rhode Island should recoi, 
nize the danger to Israel's security 
represented by J Srreet. 

Howard Brown 
North Kingstown 

Mission of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald 
1s to communicate 

Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and giving voice to 
the diverse views of the Jewish 

community in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards 
of journalism. 



OPINION Jewish Voice ~ Herald February 18, 201 1 PAGE 7 

Celebrating 25 years of freedom 
Natan Sharansky 

owes debt of gratitude 
to his wife 

BvAV1WE1ss 

NEW YORK QTA) - Feb. 11 
marked 25 years since Natan 
Sharansky crossed the Glienicke 
Bridge from East to West Ger
many and became a free man. 
Countless stories have been told 
about Sharansky's defiance of the 
Soviets and his courageous actions 
during his more than nine years of 
imprisonment. 

Sharansky is one of many heroic 
prisoners of Zion. Through his 
wife, Avita!, the world came to 
know him during his years of 
incarceration. 

Avita! and Natan were mar
ried in July 1974. The next morn
ing Avita! was ordered out of the 
Soviet Union with a promise that 
Natan would soon follow. It was 
not to be. Four years later, the Sovi
ets accused Natan of spying fo r the 
United States and sentenced him 
to 13 years in prison. It was during 
this period that Avita! undertook 
the worldwide campaign that led 
to her husband's release. 

Avital 's style as an activist was 
modest, yet intensely focused and 
unwavering. She spoke out in the 
spirit of the biblical message to the 
prophet Elijah that the most pro
found form of protest is delivered 
in a still, small voice. Even at ral
lies her voice hardly rose above a 
whisper. 

At the General Assembly of the 
Jewish Federations in Washing-

ton, Avita! addressed the plenary, 
concluding her remarks by softly 
imploring the audience to walk 
with her to the Soviet Embassy to 
raise a voice on behalf of her hus
band. Her call was gentle yet pow
erful, and hundreds followed her. 

She also had the uncanny ability 
to walk a fine line, working within 
the establishment as well as from 
the outside. Avita! knew that she 
needed the help of the mainstream, 
but was careful never to march to 
their orders. She walked the tight
rope, instinctively understanding 
that results would come only from 
a symphony of voices, from within 
as well as from without. 

On International Human Rights 
Day in 1984, influential figures 
gathered at the White House to 
listen to a talk by President Ronald 
Reagan. Members of the audience 
were given strict instructions to 
remain in place. Suddenly, Avita! 
stepped out of the line, approached 
the president and asked for an 
appointment to speak with him 
about the plight of her husband. 
The president assented. 

The picture of Avita! leaning 
down as she spoke to President 
Reagan found its way to front 
pages around the world. 

Despite unbelievable odds, 
Avita! was full of faith - not only 
faith that ultimately she would 
succeed in her quest to gain the 
release of her husband, but also 
religious faith. 

At our home in Riverdale, N.Y., 
where she often spent Shabbat, 
Avita! would use oil instead of can
dles to light the Sabbath candles. 
I once asked her why. She replied 
that she was convinced that her 

BREAK out of boredom 
From Page 5 

certain food for the first time. 
While I liked, but didn't love, 
it, I would definitely order it 
again, with pleasure. It's one of 
those foods that has an acquired 
taste .... 

At a recent visit to my inter
nist just a few days before my 
birthday, she and her Puerto 
Rican medical assistant sere
naded me in Polish with "Happy 

Birthday." Apparently, the song 
is supposed to bring the person 
celebrating a birthday 50 years 
of good health! 

Take a chance... stick your 
foot or your spoon into some
thing alien. At best, you'll love 
it. 

Let me know what uncharted 
territory you've entered and 
how it worked out. Email me at 
nkirsch@JFRI.org. 

How's your song memory? 
THIS ISSUE OF The Voice 

& Herald contains one 
song title - unlike the last issue, 
which had three! The first reader 
who contacts me via email, at 
nkirsch@JFRI.org, with the 
name of the correct song title, 
the name of the singer and the 
date that the song was released, 
will receive a SlO gift card to 

Eastside Marketplace, courtesy 
of The Voice & Herald. While 
music can fill your soul, we' ll 
help the winner feed his or her 
stomach! Don't delay - you 
could be the winner. 

Editor's Note: Employees of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island are ineligible to 
compete in this contest. 

!The Jewish Agency for Israel 

AVITAL SHARANSKY addresses a group at General Assembly of t he Jewish Federations 
of North America in New Orleans, on Nov. 7; her husband is at r ight. 

husband's freedom would come 
about miraculously, much like the 
H anukkah miracle. 

Even in the heat of the strug
gle, Avita! never lost her sense 
of humor. After Leonid Brezh
nev died, she stood in front of 
the Soviet Mission to the United 
Nations and announced to the 
media that the Sovil t premier had 
passed away because he had not 
released her husband. 

A year later, after Andrei Kosy
gin died and was replaced by Yuri 
Andropov, she stood in the same 
place and declared that her hus
band was not yet free, and she 
warned Andropov that he would 
suffer the same fate if he did not 
let Natan go. A year later, after 
Andropov died, there she was 

again, warning his successor, 
Mikhail Gorbachev: Here's your 
chance; if you don't release Natan, 
you' ll face your end. 

To this day, if you were to ask 
Avita] why Gorbachev is still alive, 
she would say he was smart enough 
to let Natan go. 

Avita! detested being in the 
public eye. Her style was to step 
back to make room for others, 
inspiring them to speak out for 
all those persecuted in the former 
Soviet Union. 

As Natan celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of his release, no 
doubt tens of thousands of people 
proudly and deservedly took some 
personal credit for Sharansky's lib
eration. That was Avital's strength. 
She made each person feel as if she 

Letters 

or he were making the difference. 
Though many dedicated souls 

did contribute, Avita! led the 
battle, and the victory in many 
ways was her triumph. 

Natan's freedom is not only a 
celebration of his great courage; 
it is also a celebration of Avital's 
formidable moral and spiritual 
strength. 

Rabbi Avi Weiss, the senior rabbi 
of the Hebrew Institute of R iverdale, 
is the founder and president of the 
Yeshiva/ Chovevei Torah Rabbinical 
School, both in New York City. His 
book, "Spiritual Activism: A Jewish 
Guide to L eadership and Repairing 
the World" Oewish L ights}, includes 
chapters on the Sharansky struggle. 

Founding Fa the rs were religious 

IN HIS COLUMN in the Jan. 
21 issue ("Do we really know 
what our Founding Fathers 

thought?"), Josh Stein's claim that 
the Constitution was not written 
by divinely-inspired men, but by 
politicians is bereft of the writings 
of many historians who claim oth
erwise. 

Anyone may Google the faiths 
of our Founding Fathers and read 
that they were Bible-believing 
Christians. We do believe they 
were inspired by God. Of the 56 
men who signed the Declaration 

of Independence, 24 of them held 
degrees from seminaries or Bible 
schools. 

After signing the D eclaration of 
Independence, Samuel Adams pro
claimed, "We have this day restored 
the Sovereign to whom all men 
ought to be obedient. He reigns in 
Heaven and the rising to the setting 
of the sun, let his kingdom come." 

Furthermore, the Capitol is 
replete with religious statues, 
Bibles, prayer rooms, and inscrip
tions of biblical quotes. 

Regarding Stein's criticism of 

Bishop Tobin's admonition to 
Rhode Island politicians who sup
port legislation permitting abor
tion, we applaud the Bishop for 
demonstrating his leadership as 
the shepherd of his flock. H e dem
onstrates to us that the ultimate 
God-given right to life supersedes 
legislation that grievously destroys 
that life, and he or she who abets 
abortion legislation jeopardizes his 
or her soul - not a small matter. 
Truth will prevail. 

Paul and Anna Pagano 
Providence 

Re ader disapproves of D ebbie Friedman story 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I 
had reason to call 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald. During the 

course of the conversation, I used 
the word "shvartze" and I was told, 
"We do not tolerate derogatory 
words such as that." 

wwwjvhri.org 

In my day, when you wanted a 
person to clean your house you 
hired a "shvartze." "Shvartze" 
meant black and nothing else. 

In the Jan. 21 issue, the story 
about Debbie Friedman (a Jewish 
Telegraph Agency story, "Debat-

ing Debbie Friedman's personal 
life," the word 11queer" is used. 

In this generation and mine, 
that is derogatory. 

Ruby Plushner 
Cranston 
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CONTRIBUTIONS to the Annual Community 
Campaign change lives 

From Page 1 

Texas who were deeply concerned 
about a family member in Warwick 
who was facing eviction. Caring 
family members were agonized that 
they were not able to fly to Rhode 
Island, and desperate to find some 
kind oflocal help. Our community 
concierge immediately connected 
with Jewish Family Service (JFS), 
and numerous non-Jewish agen
cies to coordinate the help that was 
needed to keep the woman in her 
home. Through our partnership 
with JFS and Joering's frequent 
contacts with the individual, we are 
working diligently to make sure she 
does not face a similar crisis in the 
near future . The gratitude of this 
woman's family was overwhelming, 
and understandably so. Imagine 
how you would feel if your daugh
ter, sister, mother or grandmother 
were in such dire straits. 

In Pawtucket, a homebound 
senior couple looks forward with 
great anticipation to their weekly 
visit from a Jewish community 
volunteer delivering food from 
the Kosher Nutrition Program. 
They also enjoy visits and gain a 
sense of connection to the out
side world, thanks to volunteers 
from CHAVER, a Jewish Seniors 
Agency (JSA) program that helps 
volunteers bring chesed, loving 
kindness, to our elderly friends 
and neighbors who live in nursing 
homes or who are homebound in 
private residences. 

On Jan. 23, Hillel Execu
tive Director Marshall Einhorn, 
accompanied by 57 students from 
Brown RISD Hillel (56 from 
Brown and one from Rhode Island 
School of Design) and our Israeli 
emissary Yisca Shalev, returned 
from a Birthright Israel trip. They 
will never be the same. (For more 
on the Hillel students' adventures, 
read the story on page 20, "Brown 
Hillel students travel for Taglit
Birthright," by Miriam Furst.) URI 
Hillel students are preparing for a 
Birthright trip in June. 

In our Israeli sister city of Afula, 
Avi, a 9-year-old boy with no 
family, lives at Emunah, a center 
for at-risk children. He is learning 
skills that will not only build his 
self-esteem, but give him a future, 
and hopefully end the cycle of pov
erty into which he was born. 

A young man in Poland learned 
more about his newly discovered 
Jewish identity, thanks to the youth 
group program in the Warsaw 
Jewish community that is largely 
funded by the Jews in our greater 
Rhode Island community. 

All of these life-changing events 
were made possible because of your 
donations to our Annual Com
munity Campaign. Your donation 
makes a real difference in the lives 
of real people, every day. 

As the Alliance, our mission 
continues to support more than 300 
programs and services that educate 
our Jewish children, inspire our 

young adults, care for our seniors 
and vulnerable families and create 
a more vibrant Jewish community, 
here in Rhode Island, in Israel and 
around the world. That is the sole 
purpose of the Annual Commu
nity Campaign. W e really do create 
a better, brighter world because of 
you. 

Now more than ever, your gift 
is needed. Thanks to the generos
ity of our community this year, our 
Campaign is currently approach
ing the S3 million mark - but we 
have so much more work to do. 
Every dollar means a difference in 
the number of people we can touch, 
the lives we can change. What 
we can do depends on you. If you 
have not yet made a donation, do it 
today. If you have made a pledge, 
honor it. Mail your check, consider 
a donation of stock, or create an 
endowment that will ensure your 
philanthropy lives on long after you 
are gone. Continue our community 
celebration by making a difference 
in someone else's life today. 

To give online, visit www.JFRI. 
org. To give by phone, contact Michele 
at 421-4111, ext. 165. Or mail your 
check, made out to Jewish Alliance, 
with Annual Community Campaign 
in the memo line, to 401 Elmgrove 
A venue, Providence, RI 02906. 

Richard Licht is the chair of the 
Jewish Allianf' of Greater Rhode 
Island. , 

Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 
invites grant applications 

Innovative programs 
for women and girls 

are most desirable 
BY CLAIRE R OC HE 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Women's 
Alliance Endowment Fund 
(WAEF) of the Jewish Fed
eration Foundation invites grants 
proposals for the upcoming fiscal 
year, July 2011 - June 2012. Judy 
Robbins, the WAEF chair, says 
that the Fund this year will make 
grants totaling approximately 
S5,000. The Fund membership 
is "particularly interested in new 
and innovative programs and 
services that benefit women and 
girls," Robbins said. "Beyond 
that, we're especially interested 
this year in programs and services 
for vulnerable populations, such 
as food- or housing- insecure 
individuals or families, at-risk 
children, individuals with mental 
or physical disabilities, vulnerable 
seniors and so on." 

Since 1997, the WAEF has dis
tributed nearly $45,000 in grants 
locally and in I srael to a wide 

variety of programs and provid
ers, from small grants, used to 

provide ritual supplies for Shab
bat, holidays and simchas to fami
lies living in poverty, to larger 
grants to help Ethiopian girls in 
Israel succeed academically. 

According to Robbins, "The 
members of the fund are pri
marily interested in impact and 
innovation, and they recognize 
that this can be accomplished in 
myriad ways, so programs and 
services in the educational, civic, 
cultural, and inter-group arenas 
will be considered, as well as 
those in the health and social ser
vices fields ." 

The WAEF is comprised of 
92 active members, all of whom 
can participate in the annual 
grants process if they choose to 
do so. Membership in the WAEF 
requires a one-time contribu
tion of Sl,000. Robbins said, "In 
2009/2010, we had 14 new mem
bers joining the fund; it was a very 
successfu l year." The WAEF wel
comes new members at any time. 

The 2011/2012 WAEF request 
for proposals has been sent to area 
synagogues, agencies and organiza
tions, with a submission deadline of 

March 18. Grants recipients wil; be 
notified in May 2011. 

For more information on the 
WAEF grants process, contact 
Claire Roche at 421-4111, ext. 185, 
or croche@bjeri.org. For more infor
mation on becoming a member of 
WAEF, contact Michele Gallagher 
at 421-4111, ext. 165, or mgalla
gher@jfri.org. 

Claire Roche is senior planning 
associate at the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
Local women create 

a safe haven 
Area support sustains 

abused women in 
Afula/Gilboa 

Bv CLAIRE R OCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE- The W omen's 
Alliance Endowment Fund 
(WAEF) of the Jewish Fed
eration Foundation supports a 
hotline service for women in the 
Afula/Gilboa region who are 
victims of sexual abuse. As does 
the Annual Community Cam
paign, the WAEF has a history 
of targeting its overseas giving 
to programs and services in this 
region oflsrael - our Partnership 
2000 community. 

"Grants from the WAEF have 
helped make this hotline ser
vice possible at the Women to 
Women Center in Afula. Until 
this service was activated, there 
was no local place for women in 

· the valley area to turn to for the 
help and support they needed," 
said Ellie Elbaum, a WAEF 
member. "It's a significant addi
tion to the social services in the 
area and is run almost entirely by 
volunteers. It's a high impact pro
gram running at very low cost." 

Operated in partnership with 
the Haifa Rape Crisis Center 
(HRCC), the hotline at the 
Women to Women Center is 
staffed by trained volunteers 
and paraprofessionals, some of 
whom have also been victims of 
sexual abuse. Working with the 
resources and connections avail
able through HRCC, the center 
in Afula is able to connect women 
with the professional therapy, 
peer counseling and other ser
vices they need. In 2010, more 
than 100 women in the Afula/ 

ELLIE ELBAUM 

Gilboa region reached out to the 
W omen to Women Center and 
the HRCC through the "1202 
Hotline." 

One of ou r community's stron-

"lt's a high impact 
program running a 

very low cost." 

gest partners in fostering the 
close relationship between greater 
Rhode Island and Afula/Gilboa, 
Elbaum was instrumental in 
building the partnership between 
the HRCC and the Women to 
Women Center in Afula. 

For more information on the 
Women's Alliance Endowment 
Fund, contact Claire R oche at 421-
4111, ext. 185 or croche@bjeri.org, 
or Michele Gallagher at 421-4111, 
ext. 165 or mgallagher@jfri.org. 

Claire R oche is the senior plan
ning associate at the Jewish Alliance 
of Greater Rhode Island. 

THE SHALOM Music SERIES PRESENTS 
TEMPLE SHALOM ' S GOLDEN JUBILEE CONCERT 

* 'lt's Show 'Timel * 
Celebrating the Songs of 1960-61 

West Side Story, Milk and Honey, Carnival, 

* The Fantasricks, and much more! 

Kathryne Jennings, Doug Jabara, Fred Scheff 
Michelle Beaton at the piano 

Saturday, March 12, at 8 pm * 
* fon ple Shalom, 223 Va lley Road. Middletown 

* Tickets - $ 30 * 
S,nd a d1,,k pa)abk 1t1 ll.7\ 1P1 L Sll.\10\1 and a ,,lf-addr,,wJ. 
sta111p,d ,111 ,lop, to: h h, ard Schdl. 2 l O Brnnkh,l\ .:11 Rnad . 
North Kingsto\\11 . RI 02852 Plwn,: ( ➔01) liX:i-607_, 



COMMUNITY 
AsKWENDY 

Purim and mitzvot go together like ... 
bagels and cream cheese 

March 13 offers 
opportunities to 

participate 
BY WENDY J OE RI NG 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

NARRAGANSETT - "Will you 
have Purim Mitzvah Day at Tama
risk again? I went with my grand
daughter last year and we both had 
a wonderful day!" 

Signed, Ethel from South 
County 

Hi Ethel! 
For the third year, The PJ 

Library, The Mothers Circle and 
Jewish Volunteer Connection, 
all programs of the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island (the 
"Alliance") will partner with the 
Jewish Seniors Agency of Rhode 
Island, The Full Plate (a program 
of AgeWell Rhode Island) and 
the Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence to make 
this fabulous day happen again. The 
day's activities are part of the first 
Annual Rhode Island Mitzvah 
Day on Sunday, March 13. 
• The events at Tamarisk, located 
at 3 Shalom Drive, in Warwick, 
will begin at 1:45 p.m., with the 
children entertaining the seniors 
by parading around Tamarisk in 
costume. Beginning at 2 p.m., 
participants will make more than 

tions around the state, between 8 
a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The mitzvah continues after 
Sunday, as volunteers are needed 
throughout the week to deliver the 
mishlo'ah manot bags. 

All of these activities are free and 
open to the public. !And, everyone is 
welcome to attend Temple Am David's 
seventh annual Meir Panim D inner 

at 6:30 p .m. 1he spaghetti and meaball 
dinner, which benefits Meir Panim, a 
soup kitchen in Israel, requires RSVP 
by March 5. Call Barbara Dwares at 
463-7944 or momcall@aol.com. 1he 
price is $9 for adults/17 for children/ 
free for children 3 and younger. 

We need you! Volunteer-pick a pas
sion and make a difference If you want 
information on any of these volunteer 
opportunities, contact me at wjoer
ing@;fri.org, 421-4111, ext. 169, or 
visit www. 
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Hebrew for children 
and families 

Hebrew Play, Pf 
Library Hebrew 
books available 
at the Alliance 

PROVIDENCE - Hebrew 
Play, the local H ebrew language 
play group for children, ages 
newborn to 3, announced that 
Yisca Shalev, the Israeli emissary 
to Rhode Island, will lead the 
upcoming winter session. With 
experience in early childhood 
learning here in Rhode Island 
and in New Jersey, Shalev offers 
expertise, enthusiasm for Israeli 
culture and love of children. 

in Israel. Check these books out 
to read at home or read them at 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island (the "Alliance") 
in the new PJ Library reading 
nook. 

For more information on 
H ebrew Pf Library books, contact 
Nicole Katzman at 421-4111 or 
nkatzman@bjeri.org. 

H ebrew Play will run for 10 
sessions, every Monday, from 
Monday, Feb. 21 through M onday, 
April 11, from 1 - 1:45 p .m. The 
cost for all 8 sessions is 140 or 17 for 
each individual session. Classes are 
held at the arts center of the Alli
ance, 401 Elmgrove A ve., Provi
dence. 

Hebrew Play introduces For more information about 
babies, toddlers and their fami - H ebrew Play, contact Shirah 
lies to modern conversational Rubin at hebrewplayri@gmail. 

H ebrew through games, songs com. 
and directed play. The 
group is open to all, from 

families with no Hebrew ' 4, ~ I ... 
background to those 9 ~ .. ,.... 
who are native speak-

~::~n t:~~~i:n:oca:: Q 'J 1 ~ ' D n 
lary words for the parts a,D .... \ ' D 
of the body, colors and ..,V 
animals . Young children -f d 
will learn socialization . nw , t\ ... 
skills through play. .J 

PJ Library now has • .. • 
Hebrew books, suit- D .J W 
able for children ages 5 -r 
- 8, from the PJ Library 

An inside look at the legislative process 
A story of WAR, 
PEACE, 
BRAVERY, UNITY, 
COMPASSION, 
SACRIFICE, 
DEDICATION, 
FEARLESSNESS, 
SOLDIERS, LOVERS, 
WOMEN, MEN, 
FAMILY, 

golda's balcony 
by William Gibson 

HOPE, HOME Starring Linda Monchik Directed by Cail Calvo 

Join us at 6:30 for a pre-performance 
Wine Reception and Gallery Show 

featuring the art work of 
Isaac Litman and Gene McKeown 

Saturday, March s, 7:ao pm 
Temple Hebonim 

Barrlnpin, RI 

Snow date: 
Sunday:Match 6, 7:30 pm 

Questions? can the 
Temple office 245-6536 ~ 

TEMPLE 
HAB□ NIM 

165 New Meadow Road • Barrington • RI 02806 
P: 401 -245-6536 • www.templehabonim.org 

B Y MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - During this 
time of the year, the Statehouse is 
a flurry of activity: Advocates and 
lobbyists patrol virtually every floor 
of the building and corridors are 
filled with people bumping into one 
another. Rhode Island 's small size 
means that most of us know one 
another. 

This year seems to be even busier 
than past years with several initia
tives that were vetoed in the past 
or would have been vetoed under 
former Governor Carcieri 's admin
istration. And at the same time, 
a new group of state senators and 
representatives have been elected. 
While many follow traditional 
party lines, a feisty new group, the 
Tea Party, has come to Smith Hill 
(home of the Rhode Island State 
Capitol) with a new agenda. 

The state's poor economy is 
another reas<ln for the legislative 
hustle and bustle. Last year, advo
cates for the poor worked hard to 
make sure the safety net for the 
needy was not cut. While last year, 
the federal economic stimulus pro
gram helped keep state programs 
for the poor relatively secure, this 
year is another story. Federal fund
ing for such social initiatives is not 

wwwjvhri.org 

likely; we're seeing lobbyists and 
other advocates lobbying now for 
social issues as well as key business 
issues. Bills are being introduced, 
and hearings are being held. Lob
byists and advocates, sometimes 
en masse, are visiting key decision 
makers. 

Promoting Jewish values and 
Israel's interests, the Community 
Relations Council (the "CRC") 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island has active!)' been 
visiting Smith · Hill. This year, we 
will introduce two bills. The first, 
on genocide education, will make 
it mandatory for secondary schools 
to educate students about these hor
rific acts in our history. The second 
bill will call for state pensions to 
totally divest themselves of funds 
from companies doing business 
with Iran. A number of states have 
already passed similar legislation. 

A third bill that the CRC sup
ports is one that would impose 
stiffer regulations on payday loans, 
which target the state's low-income 
population. A payday or predatory 
loan often comes with an interest 
rate in excess of 75 percent, plus a 
10 percent fee to secure the loan. 
Advocates are calling for legisla
tion to cap the percent of interest at 
31 percent, which is similar to the 

military's current policy on preda
tory lending. On Feb. 15, the CRC 
met with members of the Rhode 
Island Attorney General's Office 
and Rhode Island Treasurer Gina 
Raimondo and her staff to discuss 
our concerns. 

Finally, sometimes it is best 
for advocates to remain silent on 
some issues. Such was the case 
when newly elected Representative 
D oreen Costa, of North Kingstown 
attempted a resolution calling for 
the state to cease using the terms 
11 holiday" or 11winter" and start using 
"Christmas" when referring to the 
tree and holidays of December. 
While the resolution passed, it was 
later pulled for further review. 

And so the government process 
moves forward, while civil and not
so-civil discourse is used to enact 
legislation and a tough budget for 
our state. By July 31, when this 
year's session is scheduled to end, 
we will have a new budget and most 
likely new legislation. Some of us 
will support those new bills, others 
will denounce them. 

For more information about CRC's 
activities in Rhode Island and Wash
ington, D.C., contact Marty Cooper 
at 421-41111, ext. 171 or mcooper@ 
]FRI.org 
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Sunday 
Feb.20 
Green Reel Film Series 

"Dirt! - The Movie" 

Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

7 p.m. 

More info: 508-222-2243 

Monday 
Feb.21 
Sweaters and Blankets and 
Mittens, Oh My! 

Join a free community knitting 
circle at the Alliance. Adults of 
any skill level are welcome to 
join. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

Mondays, through April 11 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Call Stephanie 
Markoff Cohen at 861-8800, ext. 
106 or register at www.jcc ri.org 

Tuesday 
Feb.22 
Fate of Israel Lecture Series 

Nate Beecher, political director 
of AIPAC New England, will 
speak. 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave ., 
Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

Wednesday 
Feb.23 
Senior Cafe: Lunch and Enter
tainment 

Learn more about estate 
planning for seniors. 

The Alliance, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

12:15 p.m. - Lunch, 1 p.m. -
Program 

Suggested donation of $3 for 
lunch for those 60+ or under 60 
disabled; program is free 

More info: RSVP required in 
advance. Call Neal at 861-8800, 
ext. 107 

This location hosts a meal site 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
Feb.24 
Providence/Westbay Jr. USY 
Lounge Night 

Dinner followed by a fun 
program for 7th and 8th 
graders. 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

6:30 - 8 p.m. 

More info: Rebecca Theise, 
youth coordinator, at rtheise@ 
teprov.org 

"Hester Street" Screening 
"Hester Street," a 1975 film, 
tells the story of Jewish 
immigrants to New York City's 
Lower East Side. Rabbi Elyse 
Wechterman will discuss 
Yiddish films. Free and open to 
the community. 

Bristol Community College, 11 
Field Road, Attleboro, MA 

7 p.m. 

More info: 508-222-
2243, office@agudasma.org or 
www.agudsma.org 

Hug N'hamah, Circle of Con
solation 

A bereavement discussion 
group, open to all, that Rabbi 
Amy Levin and Dr. Judith 
Lubiner, a psychologist and 
synagogue member, facilitate. 

Tora! Yisrael, 330 Park Ave ., 
Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
Feb.25 
Senior Cafe: Entertainment 
and Lunch 

"Big Money Bingo" The more 
participants, the more you can 
win; come early and stay late. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave ., Cranston 

11 :15 - Program; noon - Lunch 

Suggested donation of $3 for 
lunch for those 60+ or under 60 
disabled; program is free 

More info: RSVP required two 
days in advance. Call Elaine or 
Steve at 781-1771 

This location hosts a meal site 
every weekday. 

Shabbat Services with 
Shireinu 

Enjoy Shabbat with the music of 
Sinai's choir, Shireinu 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

Saturday 
Feb.26 
K'Tantan B'Yachad, Young 
Family Shabbat Together 

A 45-minute lay-led service 
designed for young families . 
Songs, games and crafts help 
children and their families learn 
all about Shabbat. Open to 
members and non-members. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m., at 10:15 a.m., join 
the congregation for Kiddush 
of challah, juice, bagels and 
cream cheese. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331-6070 
or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

A Taste of Israel 
Taste Israeli food, experience 
Israeli dance, arts and crafts 
and more. Learn about Israeli 
culture in a fun and festive 
environment. 

The Alliance Social Hall , 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Marty Cooper at 421 -
4111, ext. 171 . To be an event 
sponsor, call Tricia Stearly at 
421 -4111 , ext. 160 ortstearly@ 
JFRl.org. 

See story on page 17 

Sunday 
Feb.27 
Breakfast with Providence 
Mayor Angel Taveras 

Temple Beth-El 's Brotherhood 
hosts its annual "Herbert 
Wagner Memorial Breakfast." 
Taveras will speak and take 
questions. The event is free and 
open to the community. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

9 a.m. - Jlreakfast; the mayor 
will speak ard take questions 
until 10 a.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at 331-
6070 or rmassi@temple-beth -el. 
org 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Knit and 
Kvetch 

Join the Knit and Kvetch Team 
and support the RI Chapter of 
Project Linus. Knit, crochet or 
quilt; lessons available. 

Village Lower School, 2220 
South County Trail, East 
Greenwi ch 

9 a.m. - noon 

More info: Call the synagogue 
at 785-1800 

Israel Travel Fair for Teens 
and Young Adults 

"Shop" to compare Israel 
educational travel experiences 
for individuals, ages 15 - 25. 
Meet representatives from 
different organizations, explore 
financial aid opportunities and 
meet travel experts. Kosher 
refreshments available; class 
visits and parents and children 
all welcome. 

Alliance Lobby, 40rElmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

11 :30 a.m.- 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: Larry Katz at 421 -
4111, ext. 179 or lkatz@bjeri .org 

See story on page 17 
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CALENDAR 
Advanced Babysitting Course 

- Part I 
Children, ages 10 - 16, can 
enroll in babysitting class 
offering CPR, first aid and 
babysitting certifications, 
taught by certified American 
Red Cross instructors. 
Participants who successfully 
complete this course may 
be entered in a babysitting 
database for future babysitting 
jobs. Part II will be held on 
Sunday, March 6. 

The All iance Social Hall, 401 
Elmgrove Ave ., Providence 

1- 5 p.m. 

Cost $80 

More info: To register, Shannon 
Boucher at 861-8800, ext. 147 or 
sboucher@jccri.org 

Honoring Anschel Strauss 
Speaker and author, Rabb i 
Fishel Schachter, from Yeshiva 
Torah Vodath, will honor 
Strauss who has completed 
half of Torah and learned more 
than 1,000 blat gemorah. Free 
and open to the community, 
refreshments offered. 

Providence Hebrew Day 
School, 450 Elmgrove Ave ., 
Providence 

8:15 p.m. 

More info: 331-5327 

Wed esday 
March2 
The Benton A. Odessa Memo
rial Concert 

Enjoy the music of Naftali 
Herstik and the Tel Aviv 
Cantorial Institute Choir; free 
and open to the community. 

Main Sanctuary, Temple 
Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-1616 

See story on page 16 

Thursday 
March3 
Warwick/Cranston West Bay 
Kosher Lunch & Learn 

Cantor Rick Perlman leads a 
discussion on the weekly Torah 
portion and a kosher deli lunch 
follows. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

Noon - 1 p.m. 

$10 per session or $52 for 
7-session series 

More info: 463-7944 or 
ca ntorrick@cox.net 

Friday 
March4 

Shabbat Across America 
Fifteenth annual program 
celebrate what unifies all Jews: 
Shabbat. 

Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

5:30 p.m - Family service; 6:15 
p.m. - Catered community 
dinner; 8 p.m. - Services 

More info: 508-222-2243 

Temple Torat Yisrael's Shabbat 
Yachad 

Join us for Shabbat services 
with guest speaker, Minna 
Ellison, the interim president of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Isla nd. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 
Middle Road, East Greenwich 

6 p.m. - Services; 7 p.m. -
Dinner 

Cost $10 per adult/$5 for child, 
10 - 18/free for any child under 
10 

More info: RSVP by Feb. 28 to 
785-1800 

Sunday 
March6 
Blood Drive at Temple Sinai 

The synagogue's Brotherhood 
hosts a blood drive. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave ., 
Cranston 

9 a.m. - noon 

More info: 942-8350 

Advanced Babysitting Course 
for Youth - Part II 

See Feb. 27 entry for more 
information 

Alliance Social Hall , 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

1- 5 p.m. 

Cost $80 

More info: To register, Shannon 
Boucher at 861-8800, ext. 147 or 
sboucher@jccri.org 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 

The Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on March 4. Please send 
calendar items for that issue by Feb. 
21. Calendar items for the March 
18 issue are due March 7. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFR1.org with the subject 
line of"CALENDAR." 



COMMUNITY 

/The Robert son Family 

SPENCER, DOUG, BAILEY, RACHEL AND SAMMI ROBERTSON 

Another family lives 
with autism 

Deconstructing the 
challenges 

BY SAMMI R OBEHTSON 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

JAM BAILEY'S mom; Bailey is 11 and 
has autism. He was diagnosed with 
autistic disorder or "classic autism" at 
20-months-old. H e presented just about 

all of the stereotypical characteristics of autism 
- no language skills, no eye contact, etc. - per
haps that was why we were able to see it so 
early. Now many people are able to have their 
child diagnosed as early as 6-months-old; visit 
www.firstsigns.org to learn how to recognize , 
the early signs. 

Although loving and affectionate, Bailey 
had very little use oflanguage until he entered 
the first grade. He communicated though 
pictures and one-word utterances; even when 
his vocabulary increased, he had no conversa
tional abilities. 

Today, he continues to struggle with lan
guage and control of his emotions and anxi
ety. Although somewhat verbal and able to 
use limited speech, he is unable to communi
cate in a conventional way and often requires 
prompting and supports, both at home and 
at school. He has very special skills, but must 
work very hard to perform basic tasks such as 
bathing, dressing and asking for help. 

Parenting a child with autism has taught us 

to adjust our expectations and to celebrate the 
tiny victories. Families of children with special 
needs struggle in so many ways. We struggle 
at home - trying to survive the daily grind, 
managing our children, supporting siblings, 
finding time for our spouses and also finding 
time for ourselves. 

We must re-charge our batteries so that we 
can effectively advocate for our child, challe: 3e 
the educators, (at times) fight to get what our 
child needs and write letters seeking support. 
Never settling for less than what Bailey needs, 
we must remain hopeful. We must advocate 
for insurance coverage for the cost of services, 
treatments, interventions and therapies. 

Bailey will not reach the same developmen
tal milestones expected of typical children; 
however, we will continue to work with him so 
that he will someday reach his full potential! 

On a good day, when Bailey can look me 
right in the eye, it's as if someone has placed 
a warm blanket over my shoulders. Some of 
us rise to the occasion, wear a smile, appear 
strong - there are often rewards as a result of 
our persistence; however, we, too, feel pain 
and "crash." My story is not to depict a pitiful 
life, but to present a reality that exists for our 
family and others like ours. 

Sammi Robertson is president of Bailey's Team 
for Autism, a nonprofit organization supporting 
individuals living with autism and their families. 
To learn more, visit www.baileysteam.org. 

Inclusiveness addressed in fihn, 
panel discussion 

B Y CHRIS PARKER 

cparker@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - On Monday, March 
7 at 7 p.m., the special education depart
ment of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island will host a screening of the 
PBS documentary, "Including Samuel," a 
highly personal film depicting the cultural 
and systemic barriers to inclusion. 

Following the film, a panel will focus 
on inclusion of people with special needs 
in our community. Panelists include Jamie 
Berman, a teacher in a full inclusion class-

room in Warwick; Sammi Robertson, 
president of Bailey's Team for Autism; and 
Rabbi Elyse W echterman of Congregation 
Agudas Achim in Attleboro, M ass. 

The program is free and open to the public, 
though reservations are requested. R SVP to 
Larry Katz, lkatz@JFRI.org or 421-4111 
ext. 179. 

The special education department of the 
Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
is funded in part by your donations to the 
Annual Community Campaign. 
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HOLOCAUST EDUCATION &R.ESOUR.CE CENTER OFR.I 

-
HOLOCAUSTTHROUGH THE ARTS 20ll 

Br1111dibur: Dis~uised Resistance 

A .. '" onmrHL PL\l 

S1D1da~', February 2i, 20ll 
Monday, February 2S, 20ll 
Tuesday,~l31"hl, 20ll 

ll:00 AJI 
o:ao ,m 
9:30 .UI 

,Jt>wish ('01111111111itJ (.,nff'r 
to I Elllll!;l'Oll' A \l'IIUI' 

l'l'o1idt>m't', Ill 

In 1941, Hider turned Terezin into a camp for Jews, but it had a subversive 
purpose. It was built to hide the truth of the Final Solution, and was hiply a1hertised 
by the Third Reich as die Ideal Cormmmity for &tirement, a resort-like community 
for resettled Jewish elderly and infin-1, later for whole Jewish Camilies, includi:n~ 
children. It was one of61e ~test dereptioos by Nazi Germany about their 
treatment of the J ews. 

The ZOll H olocan.st Through the Arts selection is a play focused on the truth of 
Terezin throU&h the Oilldren's opei-a performed there oWJI' 55 times, Bnmdibar. 

The play, presmt.ed by HERC will p-esent the story ofTere:zin and the Jews 
wholhw there within the storyoftheperformancesofBrundibar. Wliliin this play, 
the music ofHans Krasa will be heard apn and this story of hope andjustice will 
apin rinr; out for all to bear. 

Thil progru1 u fM 11111 open to the pnlilb 
To mbreamadom call 401,463.7SGO orellliJ llfAiillwl@J.amri.ors 

wwwjvhri.org 
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'Golda's Balcony' depicts Golda Meir's accomplislnnents 
Art show, 

peiformance at 
Temple Habonim 

BARRINGTON - On March 5, 
Temple Habonim will host an eve
ning of art. A wine and art recep
tion precedes the performance of 
"Golda's Balcony," which celebrates 
Golda Meir's accomplishments. 

Isaac Litman and Gene 

of Design students and Temple 
Habonim congregants, will display 
their works, which cover a range of 
media. 

Linda Monchik stars in the one-
act, one-woman show, 11Golda's 
Balcony," by William Gibson, 
which Cait Calvo directs. Mon
chik, who has performed in 
Boston, Providence and other 
nearby venues in some 60 shows in 
the past 15 years, said, in a state
ment, "By bringing 'Golda's Bal
cony' to local communities, I hope 

McKeown, Rhode Island School to spread [her] message of hope and survival through the laughter 

t'? CRANSTON WARWICK 
~ CHAVURAH (CWC) ,.. 
~ ., CWC is pleased to announce in addition to its 

,._,. regular services it also wi ll be holding High Holy 
Day Services in 2011. All services are under the 
leadership of Chazzan Chaim La bush. 

Call (401) 781 -2650 to learn more about ewe and how you can join. 

...;, Fall River Jewish Home 

...,. Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

1 S MINUTES FROM PROVIDENCE 

KOSHER MEALS· PRIVATE ROOMS 
SHORT REHABILITATION• LONG TERM CARE 

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & OTHER INSURANCE ACCEPTED 
Facillity Tours: 508-679-6172 

508 Robeson Street • Fall River, MA 02720 

Visit us on line at: www.fallriverjewishhome.org 

l'ind out how investing in the Library can yield a 
better rcmrn for you and allow you to help others 
at the same rime. 

To learn more about a charitable annuity, call 
us a t 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

P sych ia lrisl 1\{D 

Very Personali zed P sychi atry 

Group or Individual The1'apy 
1"1edicul!o11 11711!11 N ecessary 

Email M e: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday.com 

I 8 'l! Butler A \'e., Providence, HI 

401-455-0860 

and tears of her stories." 
Meir bridged the 19th and 20th 

centuries as she and her family 
fled Russia for the dream of free
dom in America. Then, captured 
by the idealism of Z ionism, she 
traveled to Palestine to create her 
own dream: A Jewish homeland. 
Initially a pioneer in Palestine, she 
rose to become Israel's prime min
ister in 1969, after serving as min
ister of labor and foreign minister. 
Meir was Israel's fourth prime 
minister, and the first woman to 
hold the position. LINDA MONCHIK as Golda Meir 

/ Linda Monchik 

Set during the Yorn Kippur War 
of I 973, the play depicts Meir 
weaving the past with the present. 
Steering Israel through the Arab
Israeli crisis, she waved her flag 
from her balcony and comman
deered her generals and troops to 
victory. 

If Israel lives, it was because 
.,, '1' 

Meir lived, the play asserts. The 
play's message can be summarized 
in Meir's final words, as she reaches 
out to the audience, beseeching, 
"Shalom ... shalom ... shalom." 

1he gallery art show and wine 
reception, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. , is 

/ Epoch 

CEIL KATZ, 90, a resident at EPOCH Assisted Living on the East 
Side, crochets part of an afghan that will be donated to the 
International Institute in Providence, an organization that 
provides services to refugees and immigrant families . 

Crocheting for good 
'\ J{ THEN ZMIRA Stouber 
V V of Temple Emanu-El 

asked EPOCH residents to help 
with her bat mitzvah project by 
crocheting squares to be made 
into afghans for the lnterna-

wwwjvhri.org 

tional Institute, Ceil Katz took 
Zmira's efforts to heart. She has 
crocheted more than 100 squares 
for Zmira and the Institute, and 
continues to crochet. 

free. Tickets to "Golda's Balcony" are 
$18 per adult/ $10 per student. Order 
tickets via PayPa! at www.temple
habonim.org or send a check, made 
payable to Temple Habonim, to 165 
New Meadow R oad, Barrington, RI 
02806. Both events are at the syna
gogue. 

Temple Beth-El 
Sisterhood hosts 
women's seder 

PROVIDENCE - The Sister
hood of Temple Beth-El will 
host a women's community 
seder on Tuesday, April 5 that 
is open to al1 women. 

The S25 fee includes a 
catered kosher-style dinner and 
a donation to feed those who 
are hungry in our community. 

The meal - except for dessert 
- is catered; guests are asked 
to bring haroset or a Passover 
recipe dessert (including fruit) 
to share. 

Reservations are requested by 
March 21. Call the synagogue 
office at 331-6070 to RSVP, 
indicate your choice of a vegetar
ian or poultry meal, wine or grape 
juice and your contribution of 
haroset or dessert. 
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'I am the Alliance' 

An Engle family 
tradition 

BY BHIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@jfri.org · 

PROVIDENCE - On the morn
ing after the Super Bowl, people 
gathered around water-coolers to 
discuss the game, but there was 
more talk about the commercials 
than Green Bay's win over Pitts
burgh. From Darth Vader to a 
pensive Eminem, it takes a lot to 
create a winning ad campaign 
- more than just $100,000 per 
second. 

So what about 'I am the Alli
ance?' No, you didn't miss our 
commercial during the halftime 
show. 'I am the Alliance' is the 
first ad campaign for the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
(the "Alliance") and its purpose is 
to show the many different people, 
from all parts of our Jewish com
munity, who represent the Alli
ance. 

What does 'I am the Alliance' 
mean? It depends who you ask. To 
the staff of the Alliance, it's a badge 
of honor - as witnessed by more 
than 250 people who attended the 
Community Celebration on Jan. 
30 and viewed the 'I am the Alli
ance' staff video. It's also very per
sonal. "I get to see Jewish values 
put to work every day, making the 
world a kinder, safer place for all 
of us," said Marty Cooper, direc
tor of the Community Relations 
Council. 

Jessica Engle, her 16-month-old 
daughter Caroline and her mother
in-law Robin Engle are featured in 
the most recent 'I am the Alliance' 
ad. When Jessica was asked what 
'I am the Alliance' means to her, 
she said, "The driving force behind 
my involvement with the Alliance 
is Caroline - to give her a sense of 

community and something that 
she can be a part of. 

"Caroline is young, but giving 
back will be a part of her life, 
something she grows up knowing." 

Jessica is an active member of 
the community and also a par
ticipant in The Mothers Circle, 
an eight-month-long educational 
course offered by the Alliance for 
non-Jewish women raising Jewish 
children. "The Mothers Circle 
is another way for me to become 
familiar with Jewish traditions and 
culture," said Jessica. 

Through The Mothers Circle, 
Jessica learned that much of a 
child's identity, including the 
Jewish identity, comes from the 
mother. "I want to be prepared," 
said Jessica. "This is a learn
ing process for me, and I want 
to grow in my understanding as 
Caroline grows - that's what the 
Alliance means to me." Jessica is 
also the chair of Shalom Family, 
the umbrella program for The PJ 
Library, The Mothers Circle and 
Shalom Baby. 

Annual Holocaust 
essay contest 

MIAMI - The Holland & Knight 
Charitable Foundation announces 
the call for essays for its 17th annual 
Holocaust Remembrance Project 
Essay Contest. The national writ
ing contest recognizes the moral 
imperative of teaching young 
people about this watershed event. 

High school students who are 
interested in entering should study 
the H olocaust and then, in an essay 
of no more than 1,200 words: (a) 
analyze why it is vital that the 
remembrance, history and lessons 
of the H olocaust be passed on to 
a new generation; and (b) sug
gest what young people can do 
to combat and prevent prejudice, 
discrimination and violence in our 
world today. 

Students interested in partici
pating can visit the Holland & 
Knight Holocaust Remembrance 

Project site, http://holocaust. 
hklaw.com/index.asp, to view past 
winning essays. All essays must 
be upl~aded and submitted to the 
contest Web site by 6 p.m. (Eastern 
Standard Time) on April 15 to be 
considered. 

Ten first-place winners will be 
awarded college scholarships from 
$5,000 to $2,500. The winning 
students (and teachers chosen to 
accompany the group) will also 
participate in an all-expense paid 
trip to South Florida in July 2011 
where they will meet Holocaust 
survivors and participate in a wide 
range of activities addressing social 
justice, diversity and tolerance. In 
addition, 10 second-place winners 
and 10 third-place winners will 
receive scholarships, ranging from 
$5,000 to S250. 

Robin Engle, a familiar face to 
many in the community, has been 
involved with the Alliance for 
years. A former board member 
of the Jewish Community Center, 
Robin used to teach swim lessons 
at the JCC pool for more than 
20 years. She taught at the Early 
Childhood Center and, today, 
remains an active volunteer in the 
community. All three Engle chil
dren, including Jessica's husband 
Jason, attended the JCC nursery 
school and Robin's husband Jim 
coached T-ball at the JCC. 

'I am the Alliance' has a special 
meaning for Robin, now that her 
granddaughter Caroline-is a grow
ing toddler. "I believe in being 
active in the community to help 
shape the future for generations 
to come," said Robin. "It's a family 
tradition." 

Brian Sullivan is a 
associate for the Alliance. 

Gregory's 
VOTED • 
it~~~ Optical 
~ 

Unique and Vintage Frames 

Oliver Peoples J. F. Rey 
L.A. Eyeworks theo 

Alai11 Mikli 

Face a Face 

Tag Heuer 

and much more 

High Technology Lenses 

401-421-4770 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Zionism with Rabbi Peter Stein 
CRANSTON - Temple Sinai's 
adult education program will 
offer a new class, "The Politi
cal and Religious History of 
Zionism," on seven consecutive 
Tuesdays, beginning on March 
1 and concluding on April 12. 
Rabbi Peter Stein will teach the 
classes, which begin at 10 a.m. 

be members of Temple Sinai, 
will explore the relationship 
between the political movement 
of Zionism and the religious 
philosophy of Zionism. 

1he class series is $10 for syna
gogue members and $20 for non
members. For more information 
or to register, call Temple Sinai at 
942-8350. 

Participants, who need not 

~ ?' 1 W-.1 mn'"" 
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I Cl "' l yean of fXper-ience l,cnefi r yo u. 
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Pollinating Positive Principles 

Listen to our shows: 
"Patricia Raskin Positive Living" 

WPR0-630AM, 99.7FM & 630wpro.com 
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"Positive Business" 
WPRV-790am & 790business.com 

_Fridays 3:00pm-5 :00pm 
On the internet: 

"Patricia Raskin Postitive Living" 
voiceamerica.com Mondays 2pm 

blogtalkradio.com on demand 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent in 

RI for 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2010 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 
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Bring out your 'inner child' with these kosher recipes 

Summery recipes 
lighten these 
winter days 

Bv SHARON WEISSBURG 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

AS WE CONTINUE 
to be pummeled by ice 
and snow and begin 
to dream of warmer 

days to come, it is a comfort to 
remember the flavors of summer; 
specifically, those from our days at 
summer camp. Bring back memo
ries of tents, campfires and canoes 
with these simple and easily pre
pared meals. 

All of these recipes are from 
"Qyick and Kosher: Meals in 
Minutes," by Jamie Geller, and 
published by Feldheim Publishers, 
New York in 2010. The cookbook, 
which provides fast and simple 
recipes full of flavor and color, 
offers an impressive range of cui
sines, from Mexican to Irish. 

Enjoy tasty tacos, savory burg
ers, corn on the cob, sweet des
serts, and refreshing beverages 
- and the recipes look fast and easy 
to prepare. Why should the delec
table tastes of summer camp be 
limited to summer? 

Dairy-free chicken tacos 
Ingredients 

3 cups shredded rotisserie 
chicken, about a 3-pound chicken 

1 (15-ounce) jar mild salsa, 
divided 

2 tomatoes, diced 
1 tablespoon freshly squeezed 

lime juice 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 

cilantro 
12 yellow corn taco shells 
1 cup canned black beans, rinsed 

and drained 
1 avocado, pitted, peeled, and 

diced 
2 cups shredded iceberg lettuce 

(1/2 head), rinsed and dried 
Soy sour cream 

Method 

In a large saute pan over medium 
heat, cook shredded chicken with 
1 cup salsa. 

In a medium bowl, toss toma
toes with lime juice and cilantro. 

To assemble tacos, lay out all 12 
tacos on a work surface. Evenly 
distribute the chicken, then beans, 
then avocado, then lettuce, and 
finally the tomato mixture among 
the tacos. 

Serve tacos with sides of soy sour 
cream and the remaining salsa. 

Makes 12 tacos. 

Double veggie cheeseburgers 
Ingredients 

8 frozen veggie burgers 
2 hamburger buns, split in half 
4 slices mozzarella cheese 
4 slices Swiss cheese 
1 medium red onion, sliced 
1 avocado, pitted, peeled, and 

sliced 
4 lettuce leaves 
mustard and ketchup 

H you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF _;, ;; 
a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The ORIGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

Method 

Cook veggie burgers according 
to package instructions. In the 
las t two minutes of cooking, place 
mozza rella cheese on 4 of the 
burgers and Swiss cheese on the 
other 4; allow cheese to melt. 

Toast buns, if desired. Place 1 
mozzarella burger on a bun. Place 
a Swiss burger on top of the moz
zarella burger and the other bun 
half on top. 

Place the burgers and 'fixing's' 
- onions, avocados, tomatoes, let
tuce, mustard, and ketchup - on a 
platter. 

Makes 4 burgers. Serve with 
corn on the cob with chili lime 
butter. 

Corn on the cob with 
chili lime butter 

Ingredients 

4 ears of corn, shucked 
4 tablespoons butter or pareve 

margarine 
2 tablespoons freshly squeezed 

lime juice 
1 teaspoon chili powder 
1 tablespoon kosher salt 

Method 

Fill a large pot three-quarters 
of the way to the top with water. 
Bring the water to a rolling boil. 
Add corn and boil for no more 
than 5 minutes. 

While corn is cooking, melt 
butter in a small saucepan over low 
heat. Whisk in lime juice, chili 
powder, and salt. Remove from 
heat. 

With tongs, transfer corn to 
a serving platter and brush with 
chili lime butter. 

Makes 4 ears of corn . 

Fish and "chips" sandwiches 
Ingredients 

Canola oil for deep frying 
1-and-1/2 pounds flounder or 

tilapia filer, cut in 3-inch pieces 
1 cup flour 

wwwjvhri.org 

1/2 cup matzoh meal 
1 tablespoon kosher salt 
1 teaspoon cayenne 

pepper 
2 large eggs, beaten 
1 (12-ounce) can dark 

beer 
4 hamburger buns, split 

in half 
Potato chips or vegetable 

chips 
1 lemon, cu6 in 4 wedges 

Method 

Pour 1 inch oil in a large 
heavy-bottomed pan. H eat 
over medium heat to 375 
degrees. Lay out paper towels 
on a work surface. 

To prepare batter: In a large 
bowl, whisk together flour, 
matzoh meal, salt, cayenne, 
eggs and beer until smooth. 

Coat fish with batter and let 
fish sit in batter while oil is heat
ing. 

When oil reaches desired tem
perature, gently place fish into 
pan. 

Cook for 4 minutes on each 
side. Fish should be well browned 
and crisp. Do not crowd fish in 
the pan; you may need to work in 
batches. 

Remove fish from oil. Drain on 
paper towels and place on buns. 
Serve with chips, lemon wedges, 

and cole slaw. 

Strawberry pastry cups 
Ingredients 

4 ounces cream cheese 
2 cups store-bought vanilla pud

ding 
16 mini pastry shells 
6 strawberries, hulled and sliced 

Method 

Beat cream cheese with an elec
tric mixer until soft and fluffy, 
about 2 minutes. Beat in vanilla 
pudding for about 1 minute. 

Spoon filling into pastry shells. 
Garnish with sliced strawberries. 

Makes 16 tartlets. 

Frothy jasmine iced tea 
Ingredients 

1 quart hot water 
1/4 cup superfine sugar 
3 jasmine teabags 
2 cups soy milk 
2 tablespoons freshly squeezed 

lemon juice 
6 ice cubes, plus additional for 

serving. 
Method 

In a large pot, heat water until it 
just beings to boil. Stir in the sugar 
until it dissolves. Remove from 
heat. Place tea bags into water and 
let steep 
for about 3 
minutes. 

Remove 
the tea 

bags. 
I n a 

blender , 
combine tea, 
soy milk, 
lemon juice, 
and ice. Blend 
until frothy, 

about 1 minute. 
Serve over ice 

in tall glasses. 
Makes 3-4 

servings. 

Sharon Weissburg, a senior at 
Classical High School, is an intern 
with 1he Voice & H erald. Contact 
her at Sharon.meira@gmail. com. 



COMMUNITY 

FROM LEFT, DORIS MOORE AND DENISE AUBIN, All iance 
st aff members, talk outside the new membership office. 
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/ Brian Sullivan 

The Alliance hosts a more welcoming lobby 
Vital community 

services now 
easily accessible 

Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsu/livan@jjri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In the past, if 
people were searching for commu
nity services and programs, they'd 
have to navigate their way through 
the corridors of the building that 
used to house Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, Bureau ofJewish 
Education and Jewish Community 

Center. Today, the same building 
- home to the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island - at 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence - is 

cierge W endy Joering, PJ Library 
Director Nicole Katzman, The 
M others Circle Coordinator Kit 
Haspel and Special Education 

"We provide services that many peop1e 
in the community don't know about." 

more accessible to all. 
The recent lobby remodeling 

project includes a new, vibrantly 
colored Shalom RI office that 
houses Jewish Community Con-

Coordinator Michelle Cicchitelli. 
"As a team, our job is to help the 
community in any way possible," 
said Joering. "If we can't help you, 
we'll find someone who can." 

"We provide services that many 
people in the community don't 
know about," Katzman said. 
"Moving our offices to the lobby 
[near the Social Hall] makes us 
more visible and accessible." 

Another featu re of the Shalom 
RI office is the PJ Library Book 
Nook. Stocked with PJ Library 
books, it will soon include furni
ture and bean bag chairs. "People 
are already gathering in the Book 
Nook," said Katzman. "Just the 
other day, several kids were read
ing and playing while we answered 
their parents' questions about 

the upcoming Israel Culture and 
Tourism Weekend." 

The remodeling project included 
a newly expanded membership 
office. Denise Aubin and Doris 
Moore, both membership associ
ates, are available to answer all 
your membership questions and 
explain the options that best suit 
you and your family. 

The Shalom RI office is now 
open to the community. "We hope 
people will stop by to see the space 
and take advantage of the services 
we have to offer," said Katzman. 
"Our doors are always open." 

BE A SUPERHERO 

Join forces for our First Annual Rhode Island Mitzvah Day on Sunday, March 13. 
A variety of volunteer opportunities will be available for everyone. Have fun, help those 

in need and participate in Tikkun 0/am, repairing the world. Join us as we mobilize t~e 

Jewish community for Mitzvah Day. To sign up, please visit ww~.Shalomri.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are s tronger. 
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Keith Michael Johnson to perform 
at Jewish Alliance 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
Feb. 27, at 4 p.m., the Jewish Alli
ance Social Hall will host bubble 
artist Keith Michael Johnson in his 
one-man show, "The Secret World 
of Bubbles." Suitable for children 
of all ages and exploring bubble 
art through science, the program is 
educational and entertaining. 

"The Secret World of Bubbles" is 
packed with state-of-the-art bubble 
sculptures that capture the atten
tion of the audience and seem to 
challenge the laws of gravity. 

A resident of Warwick, Johnson 
specializes in bringing math and 
science to life for children in engag
ing and exciting ways. He trav
els throughout the United States 
bringing his special blend energy, 
curiosity and skill to schools and 
other venues. Johnson says, "Work
ing with bubbles started the way 
everything does for me, by asking, 
'I wonder why?' Trying to find 
answers is what brings me the most 
pleasure. I hope kids will catch that 
excitement, too." 

The Pf Library and Shalom Family 
are sponsoring "The Secret World of 

KEITH MICHAEL JOHNSON: A bubblehead? 

Bubbles." 
The performance takes place at 4 

p .m. in the Alliance Social Hall on 
Sunday, Feb. 27. Tickets are $12 per 

person and include bubbles for each 
child. RSVP to Nicole Katzman: 
nkatzman@bjeri.org. 

Read more about Israel series ... at www.jvhri.org 
BY VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Who's on 
the left? Who's on the right? Is 
anyone right? Is anyone wrong? 

In an effort to address that 
conundrum, the lecture series 
on Israel's politics continues at 
Temple Emanu-El in Providence 
throughout February. Speak
ers, each emphasizing different 

To Life Center 
launches a new 

program 

PROVIDENCE - As part of 
a new monthly program called 
"Tea Time with Rev. Don and 
Delores," clients of the To Life 
Center ("TLC") Adult Day Ser
vices will learn more about the 
work of Reverend Don Anderson 
and Delores Taylor of the Rhode 
Island Council of Churches, 
which is housed in the same 
building as the Jewish Seniors 
Agency ("JSA"). 

ways to achieve the elusive goal 
of peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians, have spoken or are 
scheduled to do so. 

On Feb. 3 - in a presentation 
rescheduled from Feb. 1 due 
to snow - Dr. Kayed Khalil, a 
Beirut native raised in a refugee 
camp, offered a Palestinian per
spective. On Feb. 8, a leader of 
the left, Daniel Kohl, vice presi
dent of political affairs at J Street, 

spoke about his organization's 
goals and methods for helping to 
achieve a two-state solution. 

In his presentation, Khalil 
asserted, "Arab refugees have 
been treated poorly by Ashkenazi 
Jews in Israel.. .. " 

To learn more, visit www.jvhri. 
org and read Jonathan Stanzler's 
story, "Khalil and Kohl offer dif
ferent perspectives." 

An interfaith tea 

COMMUNITY 

Cantor Naftali Herstik and 
choir sing at Emanu-El 

Synagogue hosts free 
concert, open 

to the community 

Bv VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Temple Emanu
El will host Cantor Naftali Herstik 
and the Tel Aviv Cantorial Insti
tute (TACI) Choir at the Benton 
A. Odessa Memorial Concert on 
Wednesday, March 2. The concert, 
which begins at 7:30 p.m. is a one
night only event, free and open to 
the community. 

Cantor Herstik will conduct the 
TACI Choir and sing selected solos. 
Cantor Dr. Brian J. Mayer, a former 

student of Herstik and Temple 
Emanu-El's cantor, will join the 
TACI Choir as a guest soloist for the 
evening's performance. 

Currently the director of the Tel 
Aviv Cantorial Institute, Herstik, 
who is descended from eight gen
erations of cantors, had served as the 
chief cantor of the Great Synagogue 
of Jerusalem. 

Known for his rich and heart
warming tenor voice, he has sung 
with the London Festival Orchestra, 
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, 
the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Czech Philharmonic Orches
tra and the Prague Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

As a first-year cantorial student in 
Jerusalem, Mayer auditioned for -
and was accepted into - the choir of 
::he Great Synagogue, as one of 20 
choir members. "During the eight 
months that I was in his choir, I 
learned more about the cantorial art 
than I have in my entire life. I was 
drinking from the fountain of his 
wisdom and artistry." 

A standing room only audience 
heard him perform in Providence, 
some 15 years ago, also at Temple 
Emanu-El. Unlike this visit, where 
he will sing with the T ACI Choir, 
he sang then with the Temple 
Emanu-El adult choir. 

"It was a very exciting experi
ence to sing behind him," said Judy 
Greenblatt, of Providence, and a 
member of the Temple Emanu
El choir. "Some people are prima 
donnas, but he was very warm." As 
for the upcoming concert where 
Greenblatt will be a member of the 
audience, she said, "I am sure the 
music will soar and us with it." 

On Jan. 21, TLC clients, as 
they sipped tea from china cups 
and nibbled homemade cookies, 
listened to Anderson share infor
mation. 

He talked about the Coun
cil of Churches' participation in 
the Interfaith Coalition to Fight 
Poverty with Faith (an organiza
tion that the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island's Com
munity Relations Council helped 
establish and continues to partici-

NUZIO MACERA and REVEREND DON ANDERSON toast the new program, 
"Tea Time with Rev. Don and Delores,· on Jan. 21 . 

The TACI Choir, an ensemble of 
30 male cantors from Israel's prin
cipal cantorial school conducted by 
Cantor Herstik, has a broad rep
ertoire, including classic cantorial 
compositions, Hebrew and Yiddish 
melodies and Hasidic Zemirot. 

pate in), a recent breakfast honor
ing local community heroes, and 
a children's policy and advocacy 
organization called Rhode Island 
KIDS COUNT! 

The next "Tea Time with Rev. 

Don and Delores" is on Feb. 21. 
For more about TLC, contact 

Susan Adler at 621-5374 or sadler
jeri@jsari.org, For more about ]SA 
or the To Lift Center, visit www. 
jsari.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

The Jewish Seniors Agency is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Alli
ance of Greater Rhode Island. 

The concert is fae and open to the 
entire community. For more informa
tion, call Temple Emanu-EI at 331-
1616. 



r~ ------~--------=---- ---- ----..--,---- ~-

ISRAEL 

Fairs demonstrate 
robust travel and 

entertainment 
opportunities 

B Y VOICE & H ERALD STAPF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - You can enjoy 
the best oflsraeli music, food, films 
and travel opportunities galore -
without packing your passport or 
spending a dollar to do so. 

During the weekend of Saturday 
evening, Feb. 26 and the morn
ing of Sunday, Feb. 27, the Jewish 
Alliance of Greater Rhode Island 
(the "Alliance") will be home to 
two programs highlighting the 
rich diversity of Israeli music and 
entertainment and opportunities to 
travel for short- or long-term pro
grams in Israel. Both events are free 
and open to the entire community. 

On Saturday evening, from 7 to 
10 p.m., snack on Israeli food, taste 
Israeli wines and enjoy Mor Ben 
Yakir Group, an Israeli band that 
will play traditional, contemporary 
and jazz music, all from Israel. 

Vendors will offer informa
tion about Israel's travel and tour 
programs for adults, seniors and 
families. In addition, travel agents 
and representatives from the Israeli 
government will provide informa
tion and resource material to all 
who come to the free event. 

A series of short films, from 
the Ma'aleh School of Television, 
Film & Arts, in Jerusalem, will be 
shown, and Yisca Shalev, our Israeli 
emissary and a graduate ofMa'aleh, 
will offer brief comments on the 
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'Visit' Israel, without leaving the state 

films. 
"There will be something for 

everyone," said Jonathan Stanzler, 
the chair of the "Taste of lsrael" 
committee. "Come and sample the 
offerings of the variety of vendors, 
all dedicated to bringi ng a taste of 
Israel to our community. I think 
everyone will have a memorable 
and enjoyable time." 

"Whether you are considering 
going to Israel in the near future 
or simply want to enjoy the culture 
and spirit of Israel, this will be an 

THIS COULD BE YOU IN ISRAEL 
Stude nts d ine in a Bedou in tent in Israel. 

evening of entertainment for all," 
said M arty Cooper, director of the 
Community Relations Council. '1t 
will truly be a taste of everything 
Israel." 

On Sunday, Feb. 27, from 11:30 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m., ah Israel Travel 
Fair for teens and' young adults, 
ages 15 - 25, will be held in the 
lobby of the Alliance. The free 
community event offers a panel 
discussion with students and young 
adults who have recently traveled 
to Israel, free samples of falafel and 

wwwjvhri.org 

Israeli pizza and representatives 
from agencies offering short- and 
long-term touring and educational 
programs for those between 15 and 
25 years of age. 

Information about financial 
aid resources - in the form of sti
pends, grants or loans - will also be 
available for those shopping for an 
Israel experience, said Larry Katz, 
the education director at the Alli
ance, and the organizer of the Israel 
Travel Fair. 

For more information about 51 
Taste of Israel,' contact Marty Cooper 
at 421- 4111, ext. 171, or mcooper@ 
JFRI. org. To learn more about the 
Israel Travel Fair, contact Larry Katz. 
at 421-4111, ext. 179 or lkatz@bjeri. 
org. 

7he Saturday evening program is 
sponsored by the Alliance's Commu
nity Relations Council and 7hejewish 
Voice & Herald, along with other 
organizations. 

Morah Rivka Eskovitz 
Medal of Jewish Unity awardee 
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Torah study group going strong 

These Jewish women 
count... and count on 

one another 

Bv N ANC Y ABES II AUS 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - Some 15 yea rs 
ago, five of the founding mem
bers of today's Providence-based 
Bamidbar adult women's Torah 
study g roup met in an adult bar/ 
bat mitzvah class at Temple Beth
El in Providence. 

/Nancy Abeshaus 

C antor Ida Rae C ahana, then 
T emple Beth-E l's cantor, taught 
the class. I n her remarks about 
her adult b'nei mitzvah class of 
1997/5757, Cantor C ahana w rote 
of the "uncertain individuals who 
began a process of Jewish self-dis
covery ... [and] ... over the course of 
this year. . . have bonded to Juda
ism, each other, and the larger 
T emple community." 

From left, Ada Winsten, Gloria Feibish, Rochelle Rosen, Deborah Johnson, Sherry Cohen, Sharon Teich 
and Barbara Feibelman, at a meeting of the Bamidbar adult women's Torah study group. 

Perhaps even C ahana could not 
have fore seen the streng th of this 
bond . Today, the Bamidbar group 
is sti ll going strong, though it has 
bade farewell to some of the orig i-

nal members and welcomed new 
ones. 

WII AT WA S T II E IMPETUS? 

D ebora h Johnson, a P rovidence 

INCLUDING 
SAMUEL 

A DOCUMENTARY BY DAN HABIB 

Monday, March 7, 2011 
7:00 PM-9:00 PM 

Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove Avenue , Providence 

Join us for a screening of the PBS documentary 

Including Samuel, a highly personal film that captures 
the cultural and systemic barrie rs lo inclusion. 

The film will be followed by a panel discussion focusing 
on the inclusion of people with special needs and building 

meaningful re lationships in our community. 

Parent.panelists will include: 

College professor, recalls that, 
during thei r b'nei mitzvah class 
in 1997, the members became 
close to one another and decided 
they wanted to continue to study 
together after they became b'nei 
mitzvah. "And so we just conti n
ued," said Johnson. Johnson is 
one of fi ve orig inal members from 
that cl ass that studied together 
under Cahana's d irection. The 
four other origi nal members, Bar
bara Feibelman, G loria Feibish, 
Rochelle Rosen and Ada Win
sten, continue in the group to this 
day. Sherry Cohen and Sharon 
Teich joi ned the Bamidbar group 
eight yea rs ago. O f the group, only 
Rosen had a t rad itionally t imed 
bat mitzvah , at age 12 or 13. 

These seven women a re a 
d iverse group, both profession
ally and personally. In their pas
sion fo r Jewish learning and the 
greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity, they are all on the same 
page. All are active Jewish com
munity volunteers. 

Feibish , an educator, received 
a "Builders of Jewish Educa
tion" award from the Bureau of 
Jewish Education . The group's 
members collaboratively decide, 
sa id Feibish, what they will study 
in a given year. They have read 
the biblical books of Miriam 
and Ruth, "The Sayings of our 
Fathers," "Covenant and Con
versation" and novels with Jewish 

content, such as Anita Diamant's 
"The Red Tent." 

LI VING T HE TEXT OF T ORAH 

What holds this group together? 
Johnson feels the Bamidbar group 
is unl ike any o ther study group 
she has ever experienced. "W e 
are absolutely a study group and 
we are absolutely committed to 
studying Tora h," she said . "But 
this group is more than just a 
Torah study group; we are a 
bonded group. It's like having an 
extended fa mily." 

A nd, like fa mily, the group is 
there fo r one another during per
sonal crises, as well . Four yea rs 
ago, Teich's son was severely 
injured in I raq . A business owner, 
Teich began a monthly commute 
to Texas to help her son, a single 
dad, care for hi s own children. 
"The group stepped right up with 
dinners fo r my husband whi le I 
was away," said Teich. 

Cohen finds that the group's 
input informs her volunteer work 
at Temple Beth-El where she runs 
a Hineinu prog ram , called "The 
Friendly Visitor" program. "These 
women act as my consultants," 
said C ohen, who was trained as 
a geri atric social worker. "They 
provide invaluable feedback that 
helps me shape the program." 

The group's Torah studies often 
incorporate Jewish-themed fi lms, 
fi eld trip and holiday celebrations. 
The group watched an Israeli 

film, "Ushpiz in ," in Cohen's 
media room, and took a field trip 
to the mikveh, the ritual bath, in 
Newton, M ass. 

THIRTEENTH ANN I VERSA RY 

O ne of the group's mos t memo
rable events occurred in M ay 2010 
when each member was called to 
the bimah at T emple Beth-El to 
celebrate the bat mitzvah of their 
1997 b'nei mitzvah. 

Each woman chanted from 
Bamidba r, which mea ns "in the 
desert." It is a portion of the Tora h 
in which a census is taken of all 
men in the T ribes who are 20 and 
older who ca n bea r arms. (In bib
lical times, as women did not bea r 
arms, they were not counted in 
the census.) I n their class discus
sions, the group liked the idea of 
being cou nted - as women and as 
Jews - and the group's name was 
born . 

I n their 1997 b'nei mitzvah 
progra m booklet, Rosen, an 
anth ropologist at Brown Un iver
sity, wrote, " . . . choosing to study 
Torah as an adult is a serious 
commitment and requires a kind 
of coming out of the wilderness .. . 
I'm really proud that we have 
chosen to be counted ." Refl ect ing 
upon her yea rs in the g roup, Rosen 
said, "W e've grown beyond just 
having been students together; 
the opportunity to develop these 
fr iendships has been wonderful." 

Winsten, a psychotherapist and 
H olocaust survivor, said that she 
became an adult bat mitzvah 14 
yea rs ago and remains a member 
of the Bamidbar g roup today for 
one reason. "Much of my fa mily 
was killed in the H olocaust," said 
Winsten. "Survival of the Jewish 
people is of utmost importa nce to 
me. M y bat mitzvah was my com
mitment that this be so." 

Posing a question in the 1997 
program booklet that is as worthy 
of exploration today as it was 15 
years ago, Feibelman, an arch i
tect, wrote, "Why are we all 
here; why are we choosing to be 
counted now?" 

I n looking to the future, how 
long do these women envision 
the Bamidbar g roup continu
ing? Without hesitation, all seven 
members committed to at least 
another 13 yea rs together! 

Nancy A beshaus is a freelance 
writer in South Kingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

Jamie Berman, teacher of a full -inclusion classroom in Warwick 
Sammi Robertson, President of Bai ley's Team for Autism 
Rabbi Elyse Wechterman , C ongregation Agudas Achim 

Seminar on drug addictions for providers 

Kindly RSVP to Larry Katz at lkatz@bje ri.org, 
or 331-0956 ext. 179. 

This program is free and open to the public! 

Brought to you by the Special Education Depar tment of the: 

Jewish Alliance 
OF G REATER RHO D E I SLA N D 

Together, we are stro nger. 

www.shalomri.org 

PRO VIDENCE - Jewish Family 
Service and The Miriam H os
pital D epartment of Clinical 
Social W ork will offer a seminar, 
Evidence Based Treatment for 
Add ictions, for mental health and 
medical workers. The program, 
from 8:30 a.m . to 4 p.m. , is a com
prehensive presentation of current 
state-of-the-art info rmation about 
drug abuse and addiction. 

Dr. Alan W artenberg, D r. 
Robert M . Swift, Dr. John P. 

wwwjvhri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

Femino, Craig S. Stenning (who 
holds a masters in public admin
istration), Dr. Timothy Rivinus, 
Dr. Alan L. Gordon and D r. 
Catherine R. Friedman will speak 
at the forum. It will address alco
hol dependency and use of medi
cation-assisted treatment; opioid 
dependency; addiction in pregnant 
and parenting women; prescrip
tion drug abuse; addiction in the 
elderly and issues with ch ild ren 
and adolescents. 

1be M iriam Hospital will host 
the event in H urvitz 1 Room, Bax! 
Building, 164 Summit A ve., Provi
dence. 1he fee for the day is 190 and 
includes coffee, lunch and six CEUs 

from RI NASW Early registration is 
encouraged, as space is limited. R eg
ister at www,;fsri.org or 331-1244. 

Jewish Family Service is a partner 
agency of the Jewish Alliance of R hode 
Island. 
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URI Hillel students experience the gritty side of life 
Los Angeles has a 

seamier side 
BY M ATT MEHIN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

LOS ANGELES, Calif. - "I'm still 
not sure what happened here," said 
one of the gang of 12 college 'stu
dents from the University of Rhode 
Island Hillel, as we wrapped up our 
week in Los Angeles. 

With Joie Schwartz, U RI Hillel 's 
program associate, and two students 
and a chaperone from the Univer
sity of Las Vegas, we traveled to Los 
Angeles to fulfi.ll our commitment 
to tikkun olam, repairing the world. 
While other college students spent 
the winter break on ski vacations, 
earning some extra cash with part
time jobs or heading home for their 
parents' cooking, we found our
selves surrounded by bustling traffic 
during our long hours planting trees 
and working in a homeless shelter. 

Poverty and illiteracy, children 
clinging to just enough hope and 
environmental problems - these 
challenges are engraved in Los 
Angeles' fabric for all time. Little 
did we know that Los Angeles' 
troubles would become our own. 

During our week in Los Angeles, 
we worked from three bases. There 
was our home at American Jewish 
University in Bel Air, our natural 
oasis with the TreePeople in Sher
man Oaks and our residency with 
the residents of LA Family H aus-

gleam in their eyes. Even in their 
innocence, the children living in 
the halfway house were plagued by 
problems. For example, the tutors 
who are supposed to work with the 
kids often don't show up. 

Did we make a difference, even a 
small one? Yes. 

For a moment, we had conversa
tions that changed the world, we 
gave life to a park and we let kids 
be kids. 

0 
"Change begins with the individ

ual," said Madeline Gies, from URI 
Hillel. "While any one person is 
unable to give everybody a home to 
live in and a job to provide a steady 
income, the small gestures we make 
add up to significant change." 

Los Angeles, a city with the 
cliche of glitz and glamour, is still 
deeply troubled. We witnessed the 
incredible devastation that is often 
somewhat hidden away. This is our 
bond; we saw the darkness, only to 
find a faint illumination of hope. 

TR EEP£OPLF TREEP£0PL£ 

URI HILLEL STUDENTS in Los Angeles with some "TreePeople." 

ing. In a sense, we were continu
ously immersed in three different 
worlds. 

At American Jewish University, 
we were treated to quality ameni
ties, lectures and the tedium of 
counteracting institutional agen
das. In Sherman Oaks, we learned 
how important trees actually are -
beyond what we may have learned 
in high school biology. 

"You could see that the patrons 
of the park were really excited to see 
their park flourish. Being able to see 

and chart our progress was amaz
ing," said Rebecca Kraut, one of the 
URI students who participated. 

I agree. 
We advanced on the park. The 

trees we planted will one day be a 
noise barrier, stop out-of-control 
soccer balJs and most significant 
of all, conserve water for the city. 
Today, Los Angeles must get water 
from out-of-state. 

Our experiences with LA Family 
Housing were most powerful. The 
organization is a halfway house of 

sorts, offering shelter for homeless 
individuals and their families until 
they can get back on their feet. In 
an informal survey of those on our 
trip, people confirmed that the day 
we played with the kids who lived in 
LA Family Housing was the most 
amazing part of the trip. 

Here we were, college students in 
different stages of jaded personali
ties, playing with children who have 
seen more as second graders than 
we will ever see in our lifetimes. Yet, 
those children have an innocent 

Before leaving on separate flights 
from Los Angeles Airport, we all 
said goodbye to one another, after 
exchanging hugs and smiles and 
promises to stay in touch. 

Matt Merin , a December 2010 
graduate of the University of Rhode 
Island, is a native of Southamp
ton, Penn. Contact him at matthew. 
merin@gmail.com. 

The URI H illel is a partner agency 
ofthejewishA//iance of Greater Rhode 
Island. 

· Israel Culture and Tourism Weekend 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

A Taste of Israel 
Saturday, February 26 17 PM-10 PM 

· An entertaining evening for adults and families . 

Come and experience all things Israeli! 

Food Arts + Crafts Tourism + Culture 
Enjoy an Israeli food demonstration, a wine 

tasting featuring Israeli wines, and live Israeli 

traditional, contemporary and jazz music by 

Mor Ben Yakir Group! 

Bonus! Israeli Shorts Screening 
Watch short films from Israel with comments 

by Israeli Emissary Yisca Shalev. 

Brought to you by: 

''- )r\\ l~H 

Voicr & HERAw rlxCIFToJ ~ 
ISAAE.L 

wwwjvhri.org 

Israel Travel Fair 
Sunday, February 27 111:30-1:30 PM 

For Jewish teens and young adults ages 15-25 

"Shop" for and compare educational 

travel experiences offered in Israel 

by a variety of organizations 

Explore financial aid opportunities 

Meet face-to -face with travel experts 

to discuss your questions 

Snack on complimentary pizza and falafel 

Events will be held at the Jewish Alliance of 

Greater Rhode Island, 401 El mg rove Avenue, 
Providence. For more information, contact Larry 

Katz lkatz@ bjeri.org 401.861.8800 ext.179. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISlANO 

Together, we arc stronger. 

' 
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/ Brown RI SO Hillel 

STUDENTS FROM BROWN RISO HILLEL gat her in Israel. 

Brown Hillel students travel for Taglit-Birthright 
Birthright program 
is simple, Israel is 

complicated 
Bv Mrn1AM F u HST 

Special lo 1he Voice & Herald 

IN JANUARY, 57 students 
from Brown University toured 
Israel, rode camels in the 
Negev, floated in the Dead 

Sea and climbed M asada, as part 
of Brown RISD Hillel 's annual 
Taglit-Birthright Israel trip. 

This year, a record number of 
students, 100 in all , applied for the 
10-day trip, said M arshall E in
horn, Hillel's executive director. 
In the end, a total of 57 students 

traveled to Israel, on one of two dif
ferent trips that left two days apart. 
The entire group did convene, when 
the trips overlapped for four days in 
Jerusalem and one day in the Negev. 

Although "taglit" is Hebrew 
for discovery, the English transla
tion for the trip is "birthright." In 
Israel and other countries, the trip 
is referred to by its H ebrew name; 
in the United States, most people 
refer to the trip with the "birth
right" term. 

"It was kind of weird telling 
people I'm going to Israel for free 
-that I have this 'bi rthright' just 
because I was born Jewish," said 
H ayley Crown, a Brown University 
sophomore. "Before going on this 
trip, I was hesitant about saying 

'Mutual Engineering• 
Service Co. 

AOIVISlONOFTHEP£TROGROUP 

want Comton? The Feeling is 0 Mutua1r 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keeping vou comfortable since 1934! 
We Provide Complete Gas Heating and H eat P ump 
Service and Installation - Residential , Commercial 

t/lSA 101 .... ':{ER 
A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 
- - - -- -- ---~- ----------- -------

Call David Epstein ~t~0l-351-3900 

'birthright' because I djdn't know if 
I really understood it." 

During the trip, Crown came to 
appreciate how open Israelis were 
to Jews from the across the spec
trum. The experience offered her, 
she said, "the right to feel welcome 
in the only Jewish state, the right 
to form opinions about the conflict 
and the right to learn more about 
Judaism." 

Rachel Smith, a tour gwde, said, 
"Birthright comes from the con
cept that every Jew has the right 
from birth to \:ome to this incred
ible country and experience every 
aspect of it. It's pure and simple, 
although the country never is." 

Three years ago, Jennifer Saper, 
a Brown University sophomore, 
participated in Seeds of Peace, a 
three-week summer program in 
Maine that brings together teenag
ers from regions of conflict. At the 

camp, she interacted with students 
from the U.S ., Israel, Palesti ne, 
Jordan, Egypt, Afghanjstan, India, 
Pakistan and the United l(jngdom. 
Still involved with the organiza
tion, Saper said that Seeds of Peace 
made the trip "more personal and 
emotional - I had known kids who 
were in the Israeli Defense Force. 
When we went to Mount H erzl, I 
was really nervous that I would see 
a name I recognized on a tomb
stone." 

Saper added, "Birthright is a trip 
to Israel and about connecting to 
our Jewish identity, but I wish the 
touring presented more about the 
Arab states." 

Alex Von Reyn, a junior at Brown 
University, found Israel very differ
ent than how it is portrayed in the 
med;a. "The international medja 
makes it out to be this big strong 
country beating up a bunch of refu-

To Benefit Congregation Beth David & 
South County Hebrew School 

SPRINGFEST 
{7th Annual Auction) 

Saturday, March 26, 2011 @ 6:30 pm 
The Village Inn 

1 Beach St., Narragansett 

Featuring 
a return engagement 

BIG BILL THOMAS 
Master of Ceremonies 

$36.00 pp 
Includes Hors D'Oeuvres, 

Dinner, Dessert And Auction 

RSVP by March 127 2011 
Send checks to: 

Congregation Beth David 
223 Table Rock Rd., Wakefield, RI 02879 
For details contact: Rick Karnes (401) 783-3908 

wwwjvhri.org 

gees, but then you meet soldiers ... 
it's interesting to see their side." 

Israel, he said, provides Gaza 
with 75 percent of the electricity it 
needs and sends 400 trucks a day 
delivering supplies and goods to 
Gazans. The medja, he said, doesn't 
tell the good things Israel does. 

Clayton AJdern, a Brown Uni
versity sophomore, djd not find 
the trip to be all pro-Israel. "We 
could really d;g deeper into what 
the situation was and from different 
contexts." D uring the trip, AJdern 
chose to become a bar rni tzvah. "I 
didn't feel very connected to my 
Judaism [as a child]. A bar rnitzvah 
is an entrance into the Jewish com
munity; I wanted to understand a 
community before entering it, and 
I wasn't [there] at 13." 

It would've been easy to go on a 
trip like this, AJdern sa;d, and gloss 
over the historical sites and geopo
litical background. 

Smith described Israel as a place 
of ideas old and new, people, emo
tions and experiences. Calling the 
trip a journey of self-discovery, 
Smith said that it offers an oppor
tunity to have an individual and 
collective encounter with Israel. 

Meetjng Israel D efense Force 
soldiers made the trip more mean
ingful. One soldjer, Noa Hoor
vitch, was amazed by the Brown 
students' depth and breadth of 
knowledge about Israel. 

Calling Taglit-Birthright an 
introduction to Israel, Einhorn 
said, "It's a taste from a historical, 
religious, and cultural perspective ... 
and meant to be the first of many 
[trips]." 

Miriam Furst, a Brown Univer
sity sophomore .from Great N eck, N.Y., 
participated in the Taglit-Birthnght 
trip. Contact her at Miriam_jimt@ 
brown.edu. 

Tag/it-Birthright is a prog,·am 
funded in part by donations to 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island Annual Community 
Campaign. 

1he Brown RISD H illel is a part
ner agency of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island. 
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Kayaking at camp /Camp JORI A little light reading / Camp JORI 

From left, Conor Oberman and Ben Mugg FROM LEFT, LILY SIEGEL and JULIA CARDELL share a magazine. 
participate in water sports at Camp JORI. 

PREPARING for another record-setting year 
From Page 1 

those children who need financial 
support to attend. 

Whether by luck, good plan
ning, good management or a com
bination of all three, Camp JORI 
is preparing for yet another record
setting summer. We anticipate that 
enrollment will be at full capacity, 
with some children on the wait
ing list. Our revenues from fees 
are budgeted at the highest they've 
ever been, and our annual fund 
is budgeted to set a record. The 
funds we need to allocate to help 
the neediest children attend will 
certainly set a record - exceeding 
$250,000, or a quarter of our oper
ating budget. 

This year, our endowment met 
its first benchmark, matching our 
annual operating budget. 

By several measures - our 
camper and parent responses, 
national surveys and peer associa
tion reviews - we are succeeding. 
But, while we are pleased with 
our successes, we face challenges 
which we must address as we enter 
our second century of providing 
for Jewish children in our com
munity. 

Even with those challenges, 
Camp JORI is poised for the future 
with a great and relevant mission, 
good programming and product, 
good staff, and good facilities. We 
are bounding into our second cen
tury of service to our children with 
our Second Century Campaign, 
so that we can add more cabins 
and more adult staff housing, and 
build a benchmark arts center to 
match our current cabins, water
front facilities, dining hall, rec
reation hall and theater. We also 
plan on building our endowment 
so that, future families will be able 
to send their children to Camp 
JORI, without financial hardship 
to them. 

Like all non-profit organiza
tions, and especially Jewish agen
cies, Camp JORI must manage 
obstacles to success. General eco
nomics, an aging population, a 
deep recession and declining rela
tive median incomes have chal
lenged us all. Ask any member 
of any Jewish organization board 
- from a synagogue to a nursing 
home to a day school - and she or 
he will tell you about the budget 
and programming challenges the 
board faces. 

What has led to our commu
nity's success with Camp JORI? 
W hat does our community need 
to do to both sustain it and make 
it better for our future? 

I believe our core strength is con
tinually testing and then remain
ing true to our mission and values. 
Camp JO RI's mission, from the 
organization's origins as the Jewish 
Orphanage of Rhode Island, is to 
"provide a quality overnight Jewish 
camping experience ... [with] no 
child being denied an opportunity 
to attend due to inability to pay . . . 
and that the camp be affordable for 
full paying families." 

We have been good stewards of 
our mission. When we consider 
programming changes, budgeting, 
capital improvements and even 
food selections, we make decisions 
that reflect our core principle: 
Regardless of income or ability 
to pay, every child must feel wel
come and equal at our camp. For 
this reason, we provide everything 
a child needs to have at camp: 
T-shirts and water bottles, daily 
candy call, love and caring and, if 
necessary, supplies. While it may 
sound easy to hold true to such a 
wonderful value, one would be 
surprised at how easy it is to slip 
away from it. For example, when 
deciding whether to offer horse
back riding at one of the several 
stables close to camp, we decided 

to defer that program until we can 
budget for it in our base fee , rather 
than create a surcharge for it that 
would prevent all campers from 
participating. 

We are good stewards of our 
Jewish camping program. Again, 
one might think it is easy to build 
and maintain a good program. It 
is not. Jewish camping must be 
safe, fun, educational, spiritual 
and social. Ronni Guttin, our 
camp director, personifies Jewish 
camping, and with the support of 
our board's camping and program 
development committee, con
stantly adjusts our programming 
to continue what has worked his
torically and to improve whenever 
we can. Our whole organization 
continually examines cabin life, 
the dining hall experience, sports 
and theater, arts and waterfront; 
this examination helps us achieve 
our goal of constant improvement. 

We are good stewards of our 
facilities and operating budgets. 
Fee driven budgets require com
petitive facilities. Whether it is a 
nursing home, community center, 
fitness center, school or even a 
temple, a facility's expansion, 
maintenance and repair are not 
luxuries, they are business neces
sities. Parents who send their kids 
off to live away for weeks at a time 
switch brands (camps) quickly, 
when they perceive the facilities 
to be substandard, even if they are 
safe. 

W hile Camp JORI was on 
Clark Road in Narragansett for 
more than 60 years, those JORI 
leaders who preceded Guttin and 
me, with strong community sup
port, constantly improved and 
modified the facilities, built pools, 
recreation centers and dining halls, 
to try to compete. When sustain
ing the Clark Road site became 
unfeasible, we raised millions of 
dollars from both the Jewish and 

wwwjvhri.org 

non-Jewish community, all under 
the leadership of Michael Schus
ter, Camp JORI's immediate past 
president. And so we bought our 
current facility on Wordens Pond 
in Wakefield. Our facilities com
mittee constantly reviews the 
maintenance and repair of the 
facility with our full-time care
taker, budgets our maintenance 
and repair reserves and works on 
our long-range facilities plan. 

We are good stewards of our 
long-range plan. This last item of 
good stewardship is often lacking 
in non-profit agency governance. 
We are blessed at Camp JORI; we 
don't take for granted our current 
opportunities, yet we recognize 
the need for improvement. Our 
board's leadership is particularly 
uncomfortable with relying on 
our current successes. Schuster 

chairs our finance committee, 
John Webb chairs our facilities 
committee, Deb Salinger chairs 
our camping and program devel
opment committee, Suzy Tobin 
is our vice president and resident 
expert on "classing up the joint and 
our programs," Jessica Horowitz is 
our secretary and Ted Winston 
our treasurer. Our board officers 
and committee chairs possess not 
only a remarkable portfolio of pro
fessional skills and experience that 
they apply to their work at Camp 
JORI, they also hold strong opin
ions! 

Rob Stolzman is president of the 
board of directors of Camp JORI 
Contact him at rstolzman@apslaw. 
com. 

CAMP JORI is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island. 

Sliding into summer 
AU RORA REES 

/Camp JORI 
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An endless range of choices 

Camp Tevya 
strengthens j ewish 

connections 

BY ZACHARY R UBIN 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET - Before I first 
went to summer camp in 2003, 
I read an article stating that the 
two integral components of the 
Jewish experience were attending 
a Jewish overnight camp and going 
to Israel. 

Although I could see why going 
to Israel was an essential journey 
for any Jew, I questioned, at first, 
what impact going to a Jewish 
overnight camp could have on 
one's sense of being Jewish. In 
retrospect, going to Camp Tevya 
was one of the best decisions I ever 
made in my life. 

There are many reasons why I 
enjoyed spending my summers 
at camp for six years. Camp was 
another entirely separate world 
from the life I lived during the 
school year. For one thing, there 
was never a dull moment. With 
eight periods a day, and a whole 
host of activities and electives, I 
was constantly active. From water 
skiing to soccer and woodwork
ing to rocketry, the range of pos
sibilities seemed limitless; almost 
anything I ever wanted to do was 
available wjthin the camp's two 
kilometer perimeter. In addition, 
every two weeks, we took much
anticipated field trips to baseball 
games, water parks, white water 
rafting expeditions and Attitash 
Mountain. 

Daytime activities left everyone 

exhausted by day's end, yet some
how, we met every evening activity 
with boundless enthusiasm. Each 
night, a different counselor was 
responsible for the evening activi
ties, which varied greatly depend
ing on the sponsoring counselor's 
interests. For me, some of the 
personal favorites included the 
camper talent show, the all-camp 
scavenger hunt, "drive-in" movies 
and camp socials. 

Without a doubt, Color War 
was one of my fondest camp 
memories. For four days, all other 
activities come to a halt as the 
camp is divided into four teams; 
each team is led by several of the 
oldest campers who are chosen 
as captains by the administra
tion. For the first time dudng the 
course of the summer, the oldest 
campers are in charge and run the 
show, organizing team events with 
the hopes of leading their team to 
victory. Being a Color War captain 
was one of my all-time highlights 
of camp, and I relished the greater 
responsibility and opportunity 
that I was given as a captain. 

Jewish traditions and values are 
seamlessly woven into camp life. 
Everyone looks forward to Shabbat 
dinners, which are undoubtedly 
the tastiest of all meals in camp, 
and services are a special part of 
every weekend. Each Shabbat, a 
different age group leads the camp 
in prayers - from the youngest 
campers to the oldest. The entire 
camp eagerly sings the birkat ha
mazon in the dining hall. 

One night is dedicated to learn
ing about Israel with Israeli scouts 
in the Tzofim Friendship Cara
van, a program that, among other 
things, helps form strong bonds 

ZACHARY RUBIN, at left, with fellow campers on the lake at Camp Tevya. 

of friendship between Israeli and 
American youth. Israel Day is 
filled wjth educational workshops. 
Each cabin is named after a place 
in Israel, as one of the many signs 
that Camp Tevya maintains a 
strong connection to Israel and 
the Jewish experience as a whole. 
Being in a camp community where 
Jewish values are taught and cher-

ished has truly deepened my per
sonal connection to Judaism. 

Most of all, I will always cherish 
the friendships I formed at camp. 
Summer after summer, I formed 
relationships with new friends and 
strengthened old ones. After the 
last day of camp, the countdown 
began anew as I looked forward 
to the next summer. I still keep 

in touch wjth some of my clos
est friends from camp, and I wjsh 
I could go back and be a camper 
once again. 

Zachary Rubin, a resident of 
Pawtucket, is a senior at 7he Wheeler 
School in Providence. Contact him 
at Zachary.rubin@thewheelerschool. 
org. 

Pride in accomplishments 
Counselors play 
essential role in 

campers' development 

BY LEx RorEs 
Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

!CAN 'T REMEMBER 
what summer was like before 
I went to camp. I've spent 
at least four weeks of every 

summer at Camp Interlaken JCC 
in Eagle River, Wis. since I was 
8; the value I gained from those 
many years is unquantifiable. 

The camp counselors I had had 
a major impact on my life to this 
point. I am now 20-years-old, and 
I can still tell you the names of 
most of my cabin counselors from 
my first year at Camp Interlaken 
JCC. These people, for better or for 
worse, serve as some of my greatest 
role models. 

I idolized Andy, the counselor 
I had during the summer before 
third grade, because he paid 
enough attention to me to know 
I loved baseball cards and bought 
me some on his day off. I am still 

awestruck by the skill with which 
my counselor Ari explained to a 
cabin of kids entering sixth grade 
that we couldn't pick on our cabin 
mate even though he behaved a . 
little strangely, due to a disorder 
(Asperger's syndrome) that none 
of us understood at the time. 

I won't forget the actions, both 
positive and negative, of the camp 
counselors I had. Neither will I 
forget how rewarding my own per
sonal experiences have been as a 
cabin staff member. 

When you decide to be a cabin 
counselor at a typical Jewish camp, 
you assume an incredible responsi
bility. At one moment or another 
during most days, you serve as 
a babysitter, an older brother, a 
teacher, a mediator, a psychia
trist and a janitor. Some counsel
ors might even feel that they fill a 
temporary parental role as part of 
their job. 

While wearing all those dif
ferent hats can be stressful, being 
a counselor teaches you so much 
about yourself that you couldn't 
learn in another job. Working with 
co-counselors in a cabin forces you 
to reflect on your own strengths 

and weaknesses. Answering ques
tions that campers have about 
Judaism forces you to educate 
yourself about religious issues. 
Most important, learning about 
human beings during their forma
tive years helps you understand 
your older friends and colleagues a 
bit more precisely. 

At the end of each of my 12 
summers at Camp InterlakenJCC, 
I have been proud. At first, I was 
excited by the skills I had learned, 
from making friends to actually 
playing ultimate Frisbee. It truly 
was thrilling to feel so accom
plished at the end of a summer of 
fun. 

But I have been pleasantly sur
prised as a camp counselor. While 
I thought I had had all the fun I 
could possibly have as a camper, 
the feeling of pride I get when I 
watch my own campers succeed 
makes my own past accomplish
ments pale in comparison. 

Lex Rafts, a Brown University 
sophomore, is the vice president of 
cultural arts at Brown RISD Hill. 
Contact him at alexander_rofas@ 
brown.edu. 

wwwjvhri.org 

LEX ROFES, rear, left, with his campers, and his fellow counselor, 
rear, right, during the summer of 2009. 
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A lifetime of 'first experiences' 
The memories of 
Eisner and Kutz 

stay vibrant 

BY RYAN FOHMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

LUCK, PRIVILEGE 
and a mother who 
sought to provide me, 
her only child, with the 

best possible experiences, allowed 
me to attend many summer 
camps. Only two of those camps, 
though, played an everlasting role 
in my life as a person and a Jew: 
Joseph Eisner Camp in Great 
Barrington, Mass. and Kutz 
Camp in Warwick, N.Y. 

Eisner and Kutz, operated 
by the Union of Reform Juda
ism (U RJ, formerly the UAHC), 
provide overnight summer camp 
experiences for Jewish boys and 
gi rls. Although Eisner offered 

camp opportunities for children 
from second grade through 10th 
grade, I went to Eisner for two 
summers, starting when I was 
13 (and about to turn 14). When 
I was 16, I attended Kutz, which 
is a Jewish leadership academy for 
high school students . 

"At Kutz, 1 had my 
flrst kiss and my 
f1rst heartbreak." 

Eisner and Kutz are both spe
cial camps that inspire those who 
attend their programs. Former 
campers return to the camps as 
though every inch of earth is 
hallowed ground. It does not 
matter if we are 13 or 63, camp
ers and former campers feel a 
direct connection to Eisner and 

RYAN FORMAN 

Kutz, because they helped shape 
us as people and strengthened our 
faith. 

My introduction to Camp 
Eisner was not on the best of 

Camp Gan Israel of West Bay 
offers winter activities 

WARWICK- Camp Gan Israel 
of W est Bay offers a winter vaca
tion camp experience for Jewish 
child ren, ages 5 - 10. Providing 
activities, daily trips, arts and 
crafts and chall ah baking, the 
camp holds sessions on Tuesday, 
Feb. 22 - Thursday, Feb. 24, from 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m . Extended 
hours are also avai lable for camp
ers at the Chabad Center in War
wick. 

The fee is $75 per camper for the 
three-day program, or $30 on a per 
diem basis; prices include trips and 
lunches. Scholarships are available. 
To register or for more information, 
contact Rabbi Yossi and Shoshanna 
Laufer at 884-7888 or visit www. 
rijewishkids.com/wintercamp. 

SARA KADMON AND JOANNA CHARAP 

TACEO 
(taking care of each other) 

=~JORi,totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

terms: I had never before been so 
fa r away from my family. However, 
the Eisner community welcomed 
me with open arms and hearts. 
Morning prayers, meal prayers 
and evening services brought us 
together. Even if several of us sang 
off-key, we sang in one harmoni
ous voice. Evening prayer services 
allowed us to reflect on our day 
and gave each of us time to pause, 
so that the summer would not pass 
by too fast, though it always did. 

Each day we choose electives, 
some physical, some more artistic; 
all of us participated in a manda
tory "Ii mud" course. At Eisner, 
limud focused on Jewish ethics, 
philosophy, Torah readings and 
Talmud verses . While we didn't 
especially enjoy the limud course 
at camp, with hindsight, I see how 
the class strengthened my connec
tion to my faith in Judaism today. 
Eisner helped me establish myself 
as part of the g reater Jewish com
munities in MassaC:husetts, New 
York, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island. 

These connections with fellow 
Jews from Eisner led me to apply 
to Kutz Camp. Unlike Eisner -
and more like a college experience 
- Kutz required campers to choose 
a major that ran for four weeks. I 
chose a social action course taught 
by Noam Katz, my favorite singer. 
Because I was involved with a 
Jewish youth group and several 
high school organizations, this 
cou rse seemed worthwhile. At 
Kutz, unlike at Eisner, campers 
came from around the world; I 

met and befriended fellow Jews 
my own age from Israel, England, 
Spain and around the globe. Kutz 
educates teenage Jews to become 
leaders in their local communi
ties, while also helping us develop 
global connections . Like Eisner, 
Kutz had the limud program 
which helped make my faith in 
Judaism less abstract and more 
tangible. 

I remember meeting someone 
who had attended Camp Eisner 
in the 1960s. When I asked her 
why she returned to Eisner every 
year for the Saturday services, she 
replied that it was where her life 
truly started. Looking back on 
this conversation, I understand 
what she meant, as so many sig
nificant life experiences occurred 
at either Eisner or Kutz. 

I made my first true best friend 
at Eisner, someone I've come 
to call my "adopted little sister" 
after 11 yea rs of friends hip. I 
also acqu ired my love of soccer at 
Eisner. 

At Kutz, I had my first gi rl
friend, my first kiss - near the air 
conditioning unit and away from 
the watchfu l eyes of the coun
selors - and my first heartbreak. 
Most important, Eisner and Kutz 
were where I gained my personal 
faith in Judaism and my connec
tion to the Jewish community 
locally and abroad. 

Ryan Forman, a Rhode Island 
native, is a 2009 graduate of Clark 
University in Worcester, Mass. Con
tact him at rmforman@gmail.com. 

CA MP 

levya 
Brookline, NH 

www.camptevya.org 
Co-ed Ages 8-16 

Pembroke, MA 
www.camppembroke.org 

Girls Ages 7-16 

CAMP 

TELNOAR 
Hampstead, NH 

www.camptelnoar.org 
Co-ed Ages 8-16 

Enrolling Now for Summer 2011 

7-week and 3 1/2-week sessions. 

2-week sessions at Camp Tel Noar. 

First-Time Camper Incentives. Financial Aid . 

New Pool at Camp Tel Noar for 2011. 

Culturally Jewish camps, one hour from Boston. 
Family-run for three generations. 

508.881 .1002 (I www.CohenCamps.org (I info@cohencamps.org 

J 
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Winter 
vacation 
J-Cation 

Camp 
PROVIDENCE - ]-Cation 
Camp will be held during Feb
ruary school vacation, from 
Monday, Feb. 21 through Friday, 
Feb. 25. ] -Cation Camp, at 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, will offer fun 
activities such as beading, sports 
extravaganza, a kids' carnival, 
ice-skating and movies and more. 
There will be daily free swim and 
gym time, as well. Ask about 
] -Cation's 10 percent sibling dis
count. 

For more information or to reg
ister, visit www.jccri.org or contact 
Shannon Boucher al 861-8800, 
ext. 14Z 

Jewish camps build Jewish identity 
Camp counts, says 
Foundation for 
Jewish Camp 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRI.org 

W ATEVER 
wish camp you 
ight consider 
r your son or 

daughter, it may help ensure that 
he or she remains committed to 

Judaism. According to research 
conducted for the Foundation for 
Jewish Camp, attending Jewish 
camp offers long-term benefits for 
Jewish children. 

Consider these statistics, all 
from a Foundation for Jewish 
Camp report, The Long-term 
Impact of Jewish Camp upon 
Adult Jewish Engagement. 

JEWISH CAMP BUILDS 

J EWISH IDENTITY 

As adults, campers are: 

• 55 percent more likely to feel 
very emotionally attached to Israel 

• 37 percent more likely to reg
ularly light Shabbat candles 

• 21 percent more likely to feel 
that being Jewish is very impor
tant 

• 10 percent more likely to 
marry a Jewish partner 

J EWISH CAMP BUILDS 

JEWISH CO~DIUNITY 

As adults, campers are: 
• 45 percent more likely to 

attend synagogue at least once a 
month 

• 30 percent more likely to 
donate to a Jewish federation 

• 26 percent more likely to be 
synagogue members 

• 25 percent more likely to 
donate to a Jewish charity 

J EWISH CAJIIP BUILDS 

J EWISH LEADERSHIP 

One in 3 Jewish professionals 
{rabbis, cantors, teachers) started 
out as counselors at a Jewish camp. 

• One in 5 Jewish educators 
cited Jewish camp as a key experi
ence that caused them to enter the 
field. 

• An estimated 70,000 kids 
attended Jewish overnight camp 
in 2010. 

• As of 2010, approximately 
155 nonprofit Jewish overnight 
camps currently operate in North 
America 

• Jewish camps can be found in 
27 U.S. states and six Canadian 
provinces 

For more information, visit 
wwwjewishcamp.org. 

Jewish pride + 
open to diversity 

CAMP 

FROM LEFT, NORA STOLZMAN, NOA KLEIN, JOYA PELOSI 
and FELICIA SALDEN clown around at JORI. 

The third generation 
attends JORI 

The parental 
perspective on camp 

B Y F AYE GRANOFF STOLZMAN AND 

Ron STOLZMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W ARE LUCKY to 
ave a long history 

with Camp JORI. 
aye attended 

Camp JORI, as did her twin sister, 
Sara Grano ff Schor, and her uncles 
and cousins. Rob has been a Camp 
JORI board member for nearly 20 
years. 

We are thrilled that Nora, our 
daughter, is the third generation of 
our family to attend JORI, along 
with other third generation cous
ins, especially as she enters her 
Leadership in Training year. We 
are even more thrilled about Nora's 
experiences at JORI. 

Given our long and deep history 
with JORI, we sent Nora to a camp 
in Maine one summer, instead of 
JORI, just in case we were project
ing our desires on her. 

The camp seemed perfect for 
Nora - heavy on theater and music, 
very social, good food, great water
front, picture postcard perfect and 
very expensive. 

Nora had a great experience 
there. She met good friends , liked 
her counselors, was barely home
sick, experienced new activities, 
participated in the camp play and 
was happy. Fully expe~ting her to 
return the next summer, we were 
surprised when she chose JORI. 

and she missed her friends. When 
she said that she also missed "the 
Jewish stuff," we were floored. 
Religious conformance is not a 
mainstay of our household, but we 
respect and appreciate Judaism's 
spiritual, ethical and community 
bonds. 

Don't misunderstand; Nora's 
embracing Judaism is not solely 
due to her time at JORI. We , 
attribute her faith to many factors 
- her innate wisdom, our family, 
Temple Beth-El's religious school 
and b'nai mitzvah program, and 
her community friendships with 
Jews from many synagogues. But 
her attachment to JORI and her 
Jewish friends there, from Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, New York 
and New Jersey, remain important 
to Nora. 

We could tell you many stories 
about Camp JORI and Nora, from 
fishing, theater, midnight cookie 
raids, cabin drama and make-up, 
to sports and year-round Skyp
ing with cabin-mates. However, 
one story stands out. Last year, 
at a Rosh Hashanah dinner at a 
friend's home, a group of teenag
ers was asked to lead the blessings. 
Not only were Nora and her friends 
happy to oblige, they did so with 
joy. The adults in the room kve//ed 
when the JORI girls squealed with 
glee when they said, "Let's do the 
motzi the Camp JORI way," and 
then sang it beautifully. 

That's our Camp JORI. Or, as 
Nora would say, "That's our family 
camp." 

Her reasoning was simple and 
direct: JORI was "her home camp" 

Contact Faye Stolzman at foyestol
zman@gmail.com and R ob Stolzman 
at rstolzman@apslaw.com. 

=~JO Ri, totally yours. FIND us ON FACEBOOK 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori .com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JVHRI 

Find us on 
Facebook 



WORLD 
From Page 1 

massing in main squares, despite 
Tehran's rhetorical support for the 
uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt. 
In Yemen and Algeria, protesters 
and police battled in the streets. 
In the West Bank, the Palestin
ian Authority announced that it 
would hold long-overdue parlia
mentary and presidential elections 
by September, and this week the 
PA prime minister dismissed his 
Cabinet. 

Long a mostly impotent force in 
Arab politics, the Arab street sud
denly has discovered its power, and 
it's ushering in change from Tunis 
to Amman - not to mention fray
ing nerves in Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv. 

"Activists in other countries are 
trying to use the example of Egypt 
and Tunisia to mobilize large num
bers of people to the streets," said 
David Siddhartha Patel, a political 
scientist at Cornell University. 

Despite the spreading protests, 
experts cautioned against pre
dicting the collapse of additional 
regimes. While the Arab street 
has drawn lessons from Egypt and 
Tunisia, so have their autocratic 
rulers. 

Will people demonstrate and 
protest? Yes," said Barry Rubin, 
an Israeli scholar at the Herzliya 
Interdisciplinary Center's program 
of Global Research in Interna
tional Affairs. "Will people over
throw governments? I think the 
answer is no." 

LESSONS TO BE !..EARNED 

In Israel, the sudden change in 
Egypt has ignited a sharp debate 
along partisan lines about lessons 
to be learned and the efficacy of 
peacemaking with the Arab world. 

"The right wing says you cannot 
really negotiate agreements with 
Arabs because the agreements 
will not be kept because their 
states are not stable," said retired 
Israeli Brig.-Gen Shlomo Brom, 
an expert on Arab politics at the 
Institute for National Security 
Studies at Tel Aviv University. 
"The left will say, the lesson is 
that because of the instability of 
the Middle East, we should be 
interested in minimizing friction 
between us and the Arab world by 
having ongoing negotiations for 
peace." 

The calculus for every country 
is different, and the elements that 
made for the success of Egypt's 
uprising were a uniquely combus
tible combination that may not 
transfer elsewhere. 

High unemployment, a yawn
ing rich-poor gap, widespread 
government corruption and dete
riorating quality-of-life metrics 
made Hosni Mubarak almost uni
versally despised in his country, 
uniting Islamists and secularists in 
opposition. Egypt faced a looming 
succession crisis that undermined 
the legitimacy of the 82-year-old 
president, who wanted to hand 
over power to his son, Gama!. 

Once the protests began in ear-
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nest, Egypt's government, which 
receives Sl.3 billion in annual 
U.S. aid, was subject to American 
pressure on how to confront the 
demonstrators. Perhaps most sig
nificant, the Egyptian army opted 
to side with the protesters over the 
regime, declining to use violence 
against the people and essentially 
turning what had begun as a pop
ular uprising into a military coup. 

EGYPT AND lrtAN DIFFER 

That stands in stark contrast to 
Iran, which put down mass pro
tests a year-and-a-half ago fol
lowing the disputed re-election 
of Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. The key state secu
rity forces did the government's 
bidding at the time, and with 
gusto: They beat and shot dem
onstrators, jailed dissenters and 
executed organizers. 

This time, the regime is making 
sure that mass protests never mate
rialize by choking off main arteries 
leading to central squares, deploy
ing hundreds of riot officers and 
banning marches in solidarity with 
the uprisings in Egypt and Tuni
sia. 

Already pariahs in the West, 
Tehran's rulers have little to hold 
them back from unleashing the 
full might of their security appara
tus to stay in power. 

"The Iranian regime acted deci
sively early on, using secu rity forces 
ruthlessly against the opposition, 
unlike Mubarak ,who hesitated 
and vacillated," said Manochehr 
Dorraj, an Iran expert at Texas 
Christian University. "In Iran, the 
security forces put shivers in the 
hearts of the demonstrators who 
knew that they might be killed or 
executed. And because Iran has oil 
and gas reserves, it could afford 
to act autonomously and ignore 
public opinion and take that defi
ant posture." 

SYRIA AND I RAN: ANT1-U.S., 

ANTI-ISRAEL. 

Likewise in Syria, the state secu
rity services moved firmly to stifle 
budding protests, scaring poten
tial opponents into submission 
through arrests, intimidation and 
a zero-tolerance policy even for 
small protest gatherings. Further
more, the broad popular discontent 
that fueled the Egyptian protests is 
less salient in Syria, where quality
of-life measures have improved in 
recent years under Bashar Assad. 

Syria and Iran have another card 
to play when it comes to staunch
ing opposition. 

"Their anti-U.S. and anti-Israel 
posture lends them the claim 
that whoever rises against them 
are agents of the U.S. and Israel," 
Dorraj said. "This was not avail
able to Mubarak." 

ALGERIA, J ORDAN 

ARE PROBLEMATIC 

Algeria in many ways looks 
similar to Egypt, with broad dis
affection for the government of 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, 
youth-led protests gaining steam 

/magharebia/Creative Commons 

ALGERIAN PROTESTERS FACE off against riot police in the capital city of Alg iers, Feb. 14. 

and widespread strikes. But Alge
ria's army is unlikely to side with 
the people against the regime, 
many analysts say. The same goes 
for Algeria's neighbor to the east, 
Muammar Gadhafi's Libya, where 
dissidents called for a protest to 
take place Thursday in Tripoli. 

Jordan , the only 1Ar11b coun
try besides Egypt to' have a peace 
treaty with Israel, is seen to be in a 
more vulnerable position. Its ruler 
hails from a minority group in a 
country whose population is mostly 
Palestinian. In recent weeks, even 
the native Jordanian tribes in the 
minority that comprise the king's 
traditional power base went public 
with charges of corruption against 
Abdullah 's wife, Qyeen Rania. 
Also, the painful domestic effects 
of the global economic crisis have 
increased popular discontent in 
Jordan. 

As protests recurring pres-
ence in the kingdom - gained 
steam following the unrest in 
Egypt, Abdullah moved quickly to 
announce political reforms, firing 
his government and installing a 
new, conservative cabinet designed 
to placate Jordan's powerful tribes. 

The moves, and the king's rela
tive popularity compared with 
Mubarak in Egypt, weigh in 
Abdullah's favor. 

"Here we see a difference 
between Jordan on the one hand 
and Iran and Syria on the other: 
Jordan made some concessions, 
where the governments oflran and 
Syria will not give an inch," Rubin 
observed. 

"In Jordan, it's different from 
Egypt and Tunisia - everybody 
likes the king," Faisal AJ-Rfouh, 
a former Jordanian culture minis
ter and now a professor of political 
science at the University of Jordan, 
told JTA in an interview from 
Amman. 

"There is no problem with the 
king, but with the corrupted gov
ernment and corrupted people," 
AJ-Rfouh said. "We need to 
change from absolute monarchy 
to constitutional monarchy under 
the leadership of His Majesty the 
King." 

YEMEN IS VUL.NERABI..E 

Perhaps the Middle East
ern country most vulnerable to 
revolution is Yemen, which like 

Mubarak's Egypt is plagued by 
high poverty, unemployment, 
discontent with the regime led by 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh and, 
until a few days ago, a looming 
succession crisis. 

Saleh has tried to use both sticks 
and carrots to quell protests, dis
patching his security forces to put 
down protests while offering a host 
of concessions, including a pledge 
to relinquish power in 2013 and 
not install his son as successor. 

Long ravaged by internal con
flicts, Yemen is seen as a key front 
in the war against al-Qeeda and 
terrorism. If Saleh goes, it's not 
clear that Yemen's government 
will remain allied with the West 
against Islamic extremism. 

The future of Yemen, like so 
much in the Middle East, remains 
uncertain. 

"There is one lesson we can learn 
from the Tunisian and Egyptian 
cases," Brom said. "Nobody is 
immune, there are strong limita
tions to our ability to make fore
casts." 

Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 
website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: ronni@campjori.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 -463-3170 
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The JEWISH VOICE & lIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

.ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 
BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 
FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 

MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

Burman 
Architect 

ARCHITECT 

George S. Burman, Architect 
NCARB, AIA RI, MA 

'f :,• .. , ... 
www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, Rl 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

Call David Ladin .40 I -7 41 ·6387 ·· rivideopr<;>.com 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

'),l Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

COINS 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLO COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ~----J : ~::~i~s BULLION & GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
·GOLOJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewehy and Silver, 
Proof Sets.Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

• COINS & BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODPI COIN fXCIIANGt INC. 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

Serving banks, attorneys, estates 
and lhe public for over 40 yea~. 

401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~o~?.~~t~l~i:~~~~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAL~ ~ 

1Q Larry B. Parness 
MBA 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
business/individual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

;1)J 1)l JllOO·p,1rn,,,1 1<n ktin1 (01ll 

J)[Jtl1rn1<.i c,, ,')u1t,,S;JO,f-lru\1d,,1H1 Hl(l..,t1111 

Tu11 v' knn1 11 1111' tut vnur I 1' 

~~(I ft Ill f()/ ti 'JI ,t uf ).<)llf fin lll• ldl tlJ!\ 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

' , ' ' • 0 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Mason Contractor 
Chimney repair, stairs, walkways, 

waterproofing patios, cement work, 
pressure washing. 

New construction & repair work. 
Quality Workmanship/Insured 

Bradford M. Doyle 3 Palisade Lane 
Office: 401-247-9070 Barrington, RI 02806 
RI License # 18262 cornersconerestorat,on@cox.net 

Have you met Tom Lopatosky? 
Find out what makes him different! 

Call for a FREE estimate! 
866.86.LOPCO (56726) or 401 .270.2664 

or text LOPCO to 90210 

"Professional, Personabfe, Particufar Palnten" 

LopcoContracting.com 
RI REG #21331 • MA HIC #14S887 
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CONDO FOR 
SALE 

Beautiful 2 BR 2 BA condo in 
a very active 55+ resort style 
community in Boynton Beach, 
FL. 

This fabulous location with 
a view of a large lake, Florida 
room, new kitchen, ceramic tile 
f looring and many extras only 
$78,000! 

Move right in fully furnished , 
popular spot for New 
Englanders. 

Call 1-561-736-6313 or email 
mfhorov@bellsouth.net. 

Voice & Herald CLASSIFIEDS 

EXPERIENCED 
NANNY 

WANTED 
Looking for part-time, 
experienced nanny, 5:30 p.m. 
- 8:30 p.m. for a 20-month-old 
baby in Barrington. Irregular 
days. Call 646-942-0455. 

]OB WANTED: 
CERTIFIED 
NURSING 

ASSISTANT 

& errands. Companion. 
Immediately available for any 
hours, ALWAYS available 
weekends! Strong professional 
references. Call Maria at 228-
6035 or 944-0642 

]OB WANTED: 
SOCIAL 

WORKER OR 
COMPANION TO 

ELDER 

PART-TIME 
EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR 
WANTED: 

Vibrant, small Conservative 
Congregation (USCJ) in 
East Greenwich, R.I. , is 
interested in engaging a warm, 
knowledgeable and energetic 
part time Jewish educator for 
the position of educational 
director. 

Responsibilities will include 
administration, teaching, 
curriculum development, family 
programming and working with 
teens. 

Studies is desirable. Submit 
resume and cover letter to 
personnel@toratyisrael.org by 
March 15. 

To PLACE A 
CLASSIFIED AD 

Job wanted: C.N.A. 20 
years' experience with the 
elderly. Personal care, light 
housekeeping, meal prep 

2009 RI College Grad. Degree 
in Social Work. Looking for 
20-25 hours per week. Will also 
work as companion to elderly 
individual, helping with daily 
activities including, shopping 
and doctors' visits , etc. Please 
call Tanja at: 401-330-6110. 

Prior experience and expertise 
in education is required. MS 

Contact 
Tricia Stearly: 

tstearly@JFRl.org 
or 

421-4111,ext. 160 in Jewish Education or Judaic 
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Parashat Ki Tissa 
Exonus 30:11 - 34:35 

Bv RABBI WAYNE FRANKLIN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W:-\NTING TO 
know God. That's 
what religious men 
and women have 

sought for millennia. It's a central 
subject in this week's Torah por
tion, Parashat Ki Tissa. 

In this passage, we see Moses 
corning down from Mt. Sinai with 
the tablets of the Ten Command
ments. When he approaches the 
people, however, he witnesses the 
people singing and dancing around 
the Golden Calf, which they made 
as a substitute deity while Moses 
had been receiving God's revela
tion for 40 days on the mountain. 

Moses is incensed at what he 
sees and throws down the tablets, 
shattering them at the foot of the 

o'vAR TORAH 

Striving to understand God's ways 
mountain. God is also furious, there is a place near Me. Station plexityofGod's realm. lheTorah's 
and is determined to wipe out the yourself on the rock and, as My profound answer - one we may not 
band of former slaves and start Presence passes by, I will put you readily want to hear - is that we 
all over, with Moses as both the in a cleft of the rock and shield you humans simply cannot know all 
biological and spiritual father of with My hand until I have passed there is to know about the world. 
a new people. Moses refuses the by. Then I will take My hand away Our understanding is incomplete; 
offer and appeals to God's self- and you will see My back; but My we possess only part of the truth. 
interest, while reminding God of face must not be seen." While God passes by Moses, 
the promises God had made to _________________ and shields him so he can 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the only see God's back, God 
founders of our community. "We must be less proclaims what we know as 

God acquiesces and directs lf d b l' God's 13 attributes of kind-
Moses to lead the people to Se -assure in e 1eving ness: "The Lord! The Lord! 

the Promised Land. But Moses that only we have A God compassionate and 
wants to know who God is. gracious, slow to anger, 
He wants to understand God's the absolute truth." abounding in kindness and 
ways, and pleads: "Show me, faithfulness, extending kind-
please, your Glory!" God ness to the thousandth gen-
responds: "I will make all My Seeing God's back instead of eration, forgiving iniquity, 
goodness pass before you, and God's face implies that we can see transgression, and sin ... " 
will proclaim before you the name what God has done in the world, As we reflect on this peak 
Lord, and the grace that I grant what God has created, what has moment of revelation for Moses, 
and the compassion that I show." occurred in history. Seeing God 's we who study Torah today learn 
But, He said, "You cannot see My face would mean seeing the future , about the importance of mercy, 
face, for man may not see Me and and understanding all the com- kindness, patience and gracious
live." And the Lord said, "See, ness. From Moses' seeing only 

God's back, we learn humility. 
These qualities seem all the more 
important today, in the midst 
of overheated political rhetoric, 
in America, in Israel and in the 
Jewish community, as well. A 
key lesson of this portion is that 
we are limited in our capacity to 
know absolutely what God wants, 
so we disagree about many issues. 
But let's be careful not to dispar
age other expressions of Judaism, 
or political positions, or notions 
about how to bring peace to Israel. 
In the complexity of these and 
countless other issues, humility is 
appropriate. And if we must dis
agree, let's be civil and respectful, 
striving always to emulate what we 
know of God from the Torah. 

Rabbi Wayne M . Franklin, a 
member of the R hode Island Board 
of Rabbis, is the rabbi at Temple 
Emanu-EI in Providence. Contact 
him at wfranklin@teprov.org. 

Groups worry over domestic budget cuts 
Praise and caution 

are part of measured 
responses 

Bv R ON l<AMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Jewish 
groups expressed concerns about 
proposed Obama administra
tion cuts in poverty assistance, but 
praised the U.S. budget for preserv
ing aid to Israel. 

The White House's proposed 
budget, released on Monday, Feb. 
14, projects cuts in programs such 
as heating for the poor and in blocs 
of money funneled to the states 
for social programs, and increases 
funding for education and for "clean 
energy" development. 

The Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs said there is "much to praise" 
in the proposed budget's "invest
ments in schools, nutrition and 
energy," but cautioned that in other 
ways, "low-income Americans seem 

NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE 
MARCH 17 - APRIL 17 

Fror--: the aulh0J of Anne Boleyn The Romans in Britain and Pravda 1,vrth n:ivid f-<0fcj ... 

sandra f einstern 

Gim 
t h e a t r e 

"A divine detective story. .. gritty. 
blasphemous intelligence." 
Sunday Time; (London) 

"A thrilling drama that grapples with big ideas." 
Daily Telegraph 

Tickets: 401-723-4266 I gammtheatre.org 

to be paying the price for attempts 
to lower the deficit and pay for these 
programs." 

Obama's budget is aimed at 
launching 10 years of spending cuts 
and tax increases that would wipe 
out Sl.1 trillion in the national defi
cit. 

Republi~an~, who control the 
U.S. House of Representatives, said 
Obama's budget wo.n't do the job 
and called for deeper spending cuts 
while rejecting tax hikes. 

The National Council of Jewish 
Women faulted the GOP for what 
it said were its "punitive and draco
nian" proposals. 

The Jewish Federations of North 
America commended Obama 

-
Jeffrey B. Pine 
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nation's deficit." 
William Daroff, the umbrella's 

Washington director, said in a 
statement that the group recognizes 
that "there are many difficult deci
sions ahead as our nation works to 
spend within our means. However, 
we urge the President and Congress 
not to balance the budget on the 
backs of those among us who are 
most in need." 

Daroff also said a proposal to 
end itemized tax deductions would 
reduce charitable giving. 

B'nai B'rith International, which 
runs a system of homes for the 
elderly, said Obama's proposed five
year freeze on domestic spending 
"could eventually jeopardize a range 
of aging services programs, espe
cially as the baby boomers begin to 
retire." 

B'nai B'rith praised the budget 
for preserving assistance to Israel, 
which according to current levels 
should reach $3 billion this year. 

Republicans have shown little 
indication that they will seriously 
cut Israel spending. In a recent 
letter, members of the College 
Republican National Committee, a 
farm for future leaders of the party, 
urged GOP lawmakers to keep the 
funding at present levels. 

"The ongoing political and social 
unrest in the Middle East brings 
into sharp focus the necessity of 
having a stable ally like Israel in the 

region," said the letter, a signal that 
the mainstream GOP would resist 
calls from the two Pauls - Sen. 
Rand Paul CR-Ky.) and his father, 
Rep. Ron Paul CR-Texas) - to cut 
Israel spending. 

"We should seek friendly rela
tions and trade overseas, but we 
cannot justify lavish gifts to foreign 
leaders when American taxpayers 
are increasingly feeling the pain of 
our economic crisis," said the elder 
Paul in a letter to colleagues Tues
day urging them to save $6 billion 
by slashing funds for Israel, Egypt, 
Pakistan and Jordan. 

Rep. Nita Lowey CD-N.Y.), 
the senior Democrat on the for
eign operations subcommittee of 
the Appropriations Committee, 
pledged in a statement to work with 
Rep. Kay Granger CR-Texas), the 
chairwoman of the subcommittee, 
to maintain such foreign funding 
as a means of preserving U.S. influ
ence. 

"Even in these difficult economic 
times, we cannot afford to enact 
broad and haphazard cuts to key 
pillars of our national security," 
said Lowey, whose views closely 
reflect pro-Israel lobby postures on 
preserving overall foreign aid, and 
not singling out Israel for support. 
"We must not allow our response to 
an economic challenge to create a 
national security crisis." 

New England 
• Lifesaving Academy 

Life Guard Classes 
Locations in Providence Newport Warwick 
Re-certifications welcome 
Authorized by the American Red Cross 
CPR • First Aid • AED 

Contact Brian of the New England 
Lifesaving Academy 401 391-1970 
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Remember 
remarkable woman's 

contributions 

W EARING A cos
tume inspired by 
the Toulouse Lau
tree poster of Jane 

Avril, Zsa Zsa Gabor performed a 

Mike 
Fink 

charming French 
song at, and in, 
"Moulin Rouge" 
with extrava-
gant theatrical 
gestures. It was 
one of the loveli
est moments in 
the cinema of 
the mid-century, 

----- 1950s Hollywood 
fare. 

In the same period, Zsa Zsa 
played the domineering wife of 
Jean Pierre Aumont, an unfaith
ful carnival magician in "Lili," 
in which Mel Ferrer fashions 
a puppet version of Gabor. So, 
don't write off Zsa Zsa as a minor 
actress . 

In fact, she was more than an 
eccentric "personality," she was an 
icon. For one thing, she was abso-

BY GEIIALDINE FOSTER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PLANNING A simcha? 
Celebrating a bar mitz
vah, a wedding or anni
versary? Perhaps your 

favori te organization has invited 
someone of renown to speak at 
a dinner meeting or fundraiser? 
Whatever the occasion, you have 
a variety of choices as to venue or 
menu. 

Eighty years ago, during the 
decade of the 1930s, the choices 
were much more limited, almost 
entirely so to Zinn's Restaurant 
and Banquet Hall. There at the 
dais, nationally prominent speak
ers held forth about the renascence 
of the Jewish presence in Palestine 
at the third seder of the Labor 
Zionists or the Palestine Cam
paign Committee of the General 
Zionists. 

The Workmen's Circle heard 
speeches at their annual banquet 
about the need for social justice 
and the plight of]ews in Poland. 

The members of Hebrew Baker's 
Union celebrated their 25th anni
versary there and fraternal organi
zations and the free loan societies 
honored members for their devoted 
service. 

Many a bride and groom 
received toasts and good wishes in 
the festively decorated room, and 

Zsa Zsa deserves dignity 
lutely gorgeous! For another, she 
was witty. She represented some
thing pre-war, at once nostalgic 
and gently cynical, rather like a 
cocktail with bitters, and with bite. 
This was an era of sentimentality 
and suppression, in which women 
were portrayed as self-sacrificing 
and confined, either good or evil, 
and nothing like Zsa Zsa had hit 
the screen or the tube, and viewers 
were vastly amused and delighted. 

Something in our civilization 
seems to enjoy attacking beautiful 
women when they are past their 

"Nothing 1ike Zsa 
Zsa had hit the 

screen, and viewers 
were vast1y amused 

and de1ighted." 

prime. Joan Crawford was insulted 
by both her daughter and by Faye 
Dunaway in "Mommie Dearest." 
Marlene Dietrich was put down by 
her daughter, Maria Riva, and by 
Mel Brooks in "Blazing Saddles." 
Hedy Lamarr made headlines 
when she shoplifted a few cosmetic 

items. 
If you Google Zsa Zsa you 

will find the bullying assault by 
her former aide, who claims she 
had a terrible temper and a trashy 
mouth. And yet, if you come 
across the incredibly funny one
liners for which she was famous 
on talk shows, you will discover, 
or re-discover, the self-mocking 
humor that endeared her, once 
upon a time, to her admiring audi
ences, both here and across the 
pond. Consider these gems, all 
from Gabor's mouth: 

• "My husband turned me into a 
fine housekeeper. I kept his house." 

• "You don't really know a man 
until after the divorce." 

• "How many husbands have I 
had? You mean besides the ones I 
was married to?" 

• "I never hated a man so much 
that I would return his diamonds." 

Gabor only pretended to be 
stupid, she was anything but! 
Why am I such a fan and loyal 
ally? Well, beside the fact that she 
entertained me during my college 
years, in her cameo appearances I 
have gleaned some other hints as 
to her character. 

My friend and the editor of our 
local Jewish historical publication, 
the "Notes," is a twin from Cali-

REMEMBER THE P AST 

fornia. Zsa Zsa picked up George 
Goodwin and his twin brother on 
their walk to school, and when 
they emerged from the back seat, 
they recognized the fabulous face. 

When I visited F ranee this past 
summer, I was informed at the 
Portuguese Embassy that a consul 
from Lisbon in Budapest had, 
in fact, saved the lives of Gabor's 
Jewish parents on the very day that 
they were to be deported to Aus
chwitz. 

So Zsa Zsa, as a naturalized 
American, brought to our shores 
pathos and respect and the great 
gifts oflaughter and art. 

Is it that we dislike magnificent 

women? Is there a "sexist" back
lash that hits the stars who have 
become vulnerable in the seasons 
beyond their rise to fame? 

If we are to derive any value from 
the worship of celebrity, it should 
include loyalty and gratitude for 
the pleasure they have given us, 
and respect for something elite in 
their spectacular good looks. And 
if you don't believe it, just go and 
watch those movies once more, 
with your heart and soul open, and 
you will hope that Zsa Zsa might, 
as of the date of this column, live 
to receive some gesture of homage 
and hope, instead of snide com
ments. 

In any case, her loss is our loss. 
The autobiographies of our stars 
from what has become our cultural 
past contain some marvelous sto
ries. I have some Zsa Zsa books 
on my shelves and some VHS and 
DVD versions of her movies. 

Her passing will only add 
piquancy and poignancy to the 
precious trove of our popular 
arts. So, whatever you may read of 
her chutzpah, remember also that 
this tchotchke was also a treasure! 

Michael Fink is an English profes
sor at Rhode Island School of Design. 
Contact him at mjink33@aol.com. 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

Dinner at Zinn's 

THE HEBREW FREE LOAN'S board of directors at Zinn's, 
sometime during the 1930s. 

many a 13-year-old had to stand 
and repeat his bar mitzvah speech 
before adoring parents, relatives 
and friends. 

For most of its existence, Zin n's 
was located upstairs at 133 Mat
thewson St. in downtown Provi
dence. It was easily reached by 
streetcar from all sections of the 
city, an important consideration 
since many of their patrons did 
not own cars. The kosher menu, a 
requirement for most of the Jewish 

population at that time, featured 
foods familiar to Ashkenazi pal
ates. The ambiance, according to 
a contemporary commentator, was 
"genial" and welcoming. Oscar and 
Sadie Zinn were more than cater
ers; they were an integral part of 
the life of the Jewish community. 

Zinn's began life as a rooming 
house. According to available 
records, the Waldorf House was 
established in 1919 at 237 North 
Main Street, with Oscar Zinn as 

wwwjvhri.org 

its owner. As an adjunct to the 
Waldorf House, Zinn opened a 
small restaurant on the premises. 

In 1927 he and his wife Sadie 
(her name appears here for the first 
time on the city directory) moved 
the restaurant to 281 Westminster 
St., and three years later, moved 
again to Matthewson Street and 
their banquet facilities. 

After Sadie Zinn's death in 1939, 
Oscar retired temporarily, but 
resumed his business early in 1940 
at a new location - 38 Exchange 
Place. A short time later, Oscar 
Zinn, age 52, died suddenly while 
talking to a friend on Sunday eve
ning, Sept. 22, 1940. Thus ended 
what had become a major insti
tution within the Rhode Island 
Jewish community. A chef from 
New York attempted to continue 
Zinn's Delicatessen Restaurant 

"specializing in Jewish Home
Cooked meals," but was not suc
cessful. 

After Zinn's closed, Narragan
sett Hotel ballroom or parlors 
offered kosher catering; if you 
preferred a synagogue social hall 
or your own home, there was Ben
jamin Sass, Weinstein's or, later 
in the decade of the 1940s, Louis 
Sandler. The era of the Banquet 
Hall with its wooden chairs and 
long tables had come to an end. 

Geraldine Foster is a past president 
of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association. 

To comment about this or any 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical Asso
cidtion article or contact Foster; email 
info@rijha.org. 
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Life is a tale filled with sound and fury 
Moses commanded us itate or hasten the death of another injunction against suicide, died in 

human being. an unknown manner. The Bible 
"To thine own self be true," said a 
later commentator, implying that 
the acceptance of personal respon
sibility for one's actions and deci
sions - from the most trivial to the 

to 'choose life' Yet the Torah is more than a 
manual of inerrant instructions for TH E BOOK OF Deuter

onomy (30:19) enjoins its 
readers to hear Moses' 
words to the children 

the simple-minded. These words 
of Moses were uttered after 40 
years of wandering; four decades 
of doubt, deprivation, confusion 

of Israel in the wilderness: "I call and internal dissension; 40 years 
H eaven and Earth to witness - almost two generations - with

against you this 
day: I have put 
before you life and 
death, blessing 
and curse. Choose 
life - if you and 
your offspring 
would live." 

out a homeland; and 40 years 
during which many questioned the 
wisdom of their leader. And so, 
"on the other side of the Jordan" 
(D eut. 1:1), Moses called upon his 
compatriots not to lose hope, not 
to retreat to the slavery awaiting 
them in Egypt, but to choose life 

This is not across the Jordan - with whatever 
offered as a casual hazards, struggles and disappoint-

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

suggestion; nei
ther is it merely 
one of many alter

natives, like a cafeteria display. 
Furthermore, the phrase, "Choose 
life" is unqualified by tempering 
adjectives; nor do dissembling 
footnotes identify ways to mitigate 
the authority of the command
ment. Some, therefore, have inter
preted this scriptural declaration 
as an inflexible condemnation of 
suicide - or, indeed, of any action, 
tangential or direct, that may facil-

ments may still emerge. For the 
Creator has endowed them with 
a brain to be used; indeed, more 
than used, to be taxed to its fullest 
capacity to achieve survival. 

The much-debated subject of 
suicide - assisted, passive or active 
- is trivialized by reducing it to a 
simple selection of life over death. 
(Furthermore, if contemporary 
culture truly accepted the uncom
promising sanctity oflife, we'd all 
be committed pacifists.) 

Moses, whose instructions form 
the prophetic basis fo r the absolute 

tells us he preached to the Isra
elites, prayed for their salvation 
and then ascended Mount Nebo 
to gaze upon the Promised Land. 
Moses died alone, unattended and 
unobserved. His mission com
pleted, he chose his moment and 
place of death "at the command of 

"But both the 
famous and 

the anonymous 
contemplate 

suicide." 

the LORD" (Deut. 34:5). 
A millennium later, the Roman 

orator and writer, Seneca (c.5 - 65 
CE) declared: "Just as I shall select 
my ship when I am about to go 
on a voyage, or my house when I 
propose to take a residence, so I 
shall choose my death when I am 
about to depart from life." In no 
uncertain terms, Seneca asserts 
that humans, in their individual 
integrity, must be the sole judges 
of how they live and how they die. 

most consequential - lies in the 
hands of each individual as a sign 
of his or her mentally competent 
maturity. Acceptance of responsi
bility cannot be piecemeal. 

Suicide is far more common 
than public health statistics would 
admit. The English language is 
replete with phrases like "sui
cidal behavior," "the will to live," 
"reckless activity," or incau
tious demeanor" - euphemisms 
employed to avoid words like "self
destruction" when attempting to 

define certain modes of death. 
Sadly, suicide carries an added 

burden for those who kill them-
selves and for their fami lies. Some 
faiths label it a sin; and some 
insurance companies have made 
it an excuse for withholding pay
ment. But both the famous and the 
anonymous contemplate suicide. 
In his last decade of life, Thomas 
Jefferson considered suicide, and 
even wrote to his physicians asking 
their advice as to the best and most 
expeditious method. Some believe 
Jefferson delayed suicide so as to 
live to the 50th anniversary of 

JTA World Briefs 
Anti-Semitic flyers 

attack Emanuel 
(JTA) - Flyers with anti-Semitic 
messages directed against Chicago 
mayoral front-runner Rahm Eman
uel were distributed on a train line 
that runs through the city. 

The flyer shows a silhouette of 
Emanuel and reads: "\ will run Chi
cago as I ran Freddie Mac, PROF-

\TABLE (for me, me, me) thirty 
millions$$$$$$. I was entitled to it, 
being a Holocaust survivor (I mean 
my family) ." 

Emanuel is "unfazed" by the fliers, 
according to the NBC television affil
iate in Chicago. 

Israel rates with Americans, 
Gallup Poll shows 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - A substan-
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tial majority of Americans continue 
to rate Israel favorably according to 
the latest Gallup Poll. 

Sixty-eight percent of Americans 
rated Israel favorably in the poll 
conducted Feb 2-5, statistically the 
same as the 67 percent Israel scored 
in 2010. 

Israel ranked seventh among 21 
countries in this year's poll behind , 
in order, Canada, Britain, Germany, 
Japan, India and France. Iran scored 
last, with 11 percent approval, and 
the Palestinian Authority scored fifth 
from last, with 19 percent approval. 

Separately, a poll released Monday 
by The Israel Project showed that 

a majority of Americans believed 
that the United States should sup
port Israel in "the ongoing conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians 
in the Middle East." 

Dennis Ross to address 
J Street confab 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Dennis 
Ross, the senior adviser to President 
Obama on Middle East issues, will 
address this year's J Street confer
ence. 

Ross, seen as an administration 
hard-liner on Iran and as arguing 
for greater consideration of Israel's 
needs in peace negotiations, would 

11
/ can't stop the aging process. 

Cflut I can make it less stressful." 

I'm Jenny Miller. I've devoted 
my life and career to assisting 
seniors and people with 
disabilities. My goal is to help 
them maintain their well-being, 
independence and dignity. If you 
or your family aren't sure where 
to turn, how to gather information 
or who can help- then get in 
touch with me today. 

~ enior e are e oncepts Int 
Oerl111ricC11ieM11n11~1i?nl 

www.seniorcareconceptsif!c.com 
Phone: 401.398.7655 

wwwjvhri.org 

the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. (H e survived until 
2 a.m. ofJuly 4, 1826.) 

The contemplation of suicide is 
probably common, perhaps even 
universal. Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844-1900), for example, said: "It 
is always consoling to think of sui
cide; in that way one gets through 
many a bad night." And the irre
versibility of self-destruction may 
also be a deterrent for some who 
contemplate suicide. The Eng
lish poet, William Walsh (1663 
- 1708), wrote: A lover forsaken, a 
new love may get/But a neck when 
once broken can never be set. 

No one can presume to know 
the measure of pain, hopelessness 
or desperation in another per
son's innermost thoughts. And to 

pass judgment on the actions of a 
stranger reflects crass impudence. 
It is out of compassion for those 
burdened by untreatable pain or 
terminal illness that mature soci
eties have created institutions such 
as hospice to provide loving care 
for such individuals. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M .D . is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net. 

be a coup for the group, which con
sistently has come under fire from 
the right and from some Democrats 
for not being sufficiently pro-Israel. 

White House officials confirmed J 
Street's announcement. 

The group, which describes itself 
as "pro-Israel and pro-peace," also 
said that Michael Oren, the Israeli 
ambassador to Washington, would 
not participate or allow embassy 
staff to participate in the Feb. 
26-March 1 confab in Washington. 

Accused Nazi killer 
charged in Budapest 

BERLIN (JTA) - Hungary has filed 
war crimes charges against Sandor 
Kepiro for his role in the murder 
of civilians near Novi Sad, Serbia, 
during World War II. 

Kepiro, 96, was charged on Feb. 
14 for involvement in the murder of 
some 1,200 Jews, Serbs and Gyp
sies during a raid by the wartime 
Hungarian Gendarmerie at Novi Sad 
in 1942. 

No date has been set for the trial. 

White House: Egyptian 
government should keep 

peace with Israel 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The next 
Egyptian government should recog
nize its peace with Israel, the White 
House said. 

"It's important that the next gov
ernment of Egypt recognize the 
accords that have been signed with 
Israel," spokesman Robert Gibbs 
said in a news conference after Pres
ident Obama congratulated Egyp
tians following the exit of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 
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1he making of a 
national treasure 

BvEDMONj. RODMAN 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) - On 
Presidents Day, while remember
ing Washington and Lincoln, 
perhaps take a minute as well for 
Stern. 

Little known outside of biblio
philes and Civil War buffs, one 
of the greatest private collectors 
of works about Abraham Lincoln 
was a Jewish clothing manufac
turer executive from Chicago 
named Alfred Whital Stern. 

About three score and one year 
ago, in 1950, a world of time before 
shows such as "Antique Road 
Show" brought collecting to the 
public's attention, and films such 
as "National Treasure/' put Amer
icana in vogue, Stern donated his 
world-class collection of rare Lin
coln books, papers and memora
bilia to the Library of Congress. 

"The treasures are quite spec
tacular," said Clark Evans, head of 
reference services in the Rare Book 
Reading Room of the Library of 
Congress. 

Comprised of more than 11,000 
manuscripts, broadsides, portraits, 
political cartoons, newspapers, 
medals, artifacts, autographs and 
sheet music, and occupying its 
own room in the Washington 
library, the gift is known as the 
Alfred Whital Stern Collection of 
Lincolniana. . 

Additionally, Stern donated 
funds for an endowment, which 
ran out only recently, so that addi
tional works could be acquired. 

Stern's collection reflects his 
captivation with Lincoln's Eman
cipation Proclamation, as it con
tains 36 different editions. 

Among its highlights is a letter 
written by Lincoln to Gen. Joseph 
Hooker in 1863 offering him the 
command of the Army of the 
Potomac. According to Evans, 
the letter purchased by Stern in 
1941 for $15,000 "is universally 
regarded to be among Lincoln's 
greatest compositions." 

Also included are several rare 
objects: a bronze life mask of Lin
coln made in 1865 and a casting 
of Lincoln's hands, as well as Lin
coln's scrapbook of the Lincoln
Douglas debates in which Lincoln 
wrote comments. 

At the time of the gift, the entire 
collection was valued at $1 million. 

Stern, a native New Yorker of 
German-Jewish parents, lived 
most of his adult life in Chicago. 
He was married to Agnes Wolff 
Stern, and together they had three 
children,John, Nancy and Tom. 

His collecting of Lincoln books 
and papers began seemingly by 
accident. 

According to an article in the 
Qyarterly Journal of the Library 
of Congress, Stern was on a family 
vacation in 1923 in Atlantic City, 
N .]., when he discovered that 
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Collecting Lincoln memoriahila 
some of his 7-year-old son John\; 
schoolbooks had been left behind. 

While looking for an "instruc
tive book" to fill in, Stern hap
pened upon "The Uncollected 
Letters of Abraham Lincoln," 
edited by Gilbert Tracy. 

"All I knew then about Lincoln 
was that he had been president of 
the United States," Stern is quoted 
as saying. "I decided that any man 
who expressed so much in so little 
was worth knowing. So I began 
reading and buying books about 
Lincoln." 

Every serious collector needs 
someone with whom to share, and 
Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer 
says that someone for Stern was 
likely fellow Lincoln collector and 
good friend H enry Horner, the 
first Jewish governor of Illinois. 

"They were pals," Holzer told 
JTA. 

now in the library's gen
eral reading room on the 
Givat Ram campus of 
Hebrew University. 

Due to the fact that 
"most of the non-Hebrew 
and Jewish books 
received by the library 
before 1985 were, until 
recently, not included in 
the computerized cata
logue," Coren wrote in 
an e-mail, the collec
tion has "been consulted 
mainly by a few research
ers of United States his
tory who knew about the 
collection ." 

"A project to comput
erize all the remaining 
card catalogue of the 
National Library is now 
underway," she wrote. 

/Courtesy of the Library of Congress Among the thousands of works 
in the collection, Evans was able 
to find several items of particu
lar interest to the Jewish history 
buff, including a book by Emanuel 
H ertz titled "Abraham Lincoln: 

An obituary in the 
Chicago Daily News 
described Stern as a "shy 
and modest man who 
made a comfortable for-

ALFRED WHITAL STERN standing with h is Abraham Lincoln collection. 

The Tribute of the Synagogue." 
The book is a collection of sermons 
delivered from synagogue pulpits 
after Lincoln was assassinated. 

Did Stern's fascination with 
collecting works about the Great 
Emancipator connect to his 
Jewishness? 

Certainly he wanted Israel to 
know about Lincoln. 

In the 1940s Stern made his 
first major donation of more than 
1,400 Lincoln books and docu
ments to the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. When he died in 1960 
in his late 70s, a special ceremony 
was held on campus honoring his 
contribution and life. 

"My father felt the people [in 
Israel] should know about Lin
coln, too," said Nancy Warner, 
Stern's daughter, who is now in her 
90s and living in Buffalo, N .Y. 

That collection, according to 
Brenda Coren, head of the general 
reading room for the humanities 
of the National Library oflsrael, is 

tune in business and spent a great 
part of it collecting books and 
manuscripts on Abraham Lincoln 
for posterity." 

"He was not a religious man, but 
highly principled," said Warner. 
She recalled that as a child they 
"always spoke German when they 
didn't want us to understand." 

Rabbi Louis Mann of the Chi
cago Sinai Congregation wrote to 
Stern in 1950 thanking him for his 
donation to the Library of Con
gress. 

"Chicago Sinai Congregation 
rejoices that one of its members 
has done such a noble thing," 
Mann wrote in a letter dated Dec. 
6 of that year. 

As to who uses Stern's legacy, 
Evans noted that scholars such 
as Holzer, Douglas Wilson, 
Michael Burlingame and David 
McCullough, as well as Pulit
zer Prize winner Doris Kearns 
Goodwin, all have done Lincoln 
research using the Stern collection. 

"The beauty of the collection is 
to have everything related to Lin-
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coin at a scholar's fingertips," said 
Evans, who added that access to 
the collection also is available to 
the public. 

"Stern was a monumental figure, 
his name is writ large in my mind 
of the Lincoln collectors," said 
Daniel Weinberg, proprietor of 
the Abraham Lincoln Book Shop 
in Chicago. 

The shop, located within walk
ing distance of Stern's Lakeshore 
Drive apartment, was where Stern 
often met with longtime friend and 
former owner Ralph Newman. 

"I had a standing authority to 
get him whatever book he didn't 
have," Newman wrote of the man 
he described as methodical and 
looking like an English gentle
man. 

Since Stern's death, the Stern 

family has kept contact with the 
Library of Congress. As recently 
as 2010, Warner traveled to Wash
ington to visit the collection along 
with her granddaughter, Lindsey. 

"My father thought everybody 
should have a chance to look at 
his collection and learn about Lin
coln," said Warner. 

Edmon J Rodman is a ]TA col
umnist who writes on Jewish life 
from Los Angeles. 

Editor's Note: Are you a collector? 
If so, let us know what you collect 
and why. We'd love to know what 
keeps our readers hunting far secret 
treasures. Contact us at voiceherald@ 
]FRiorg with subject line: COL
LECTING or write to 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 401 ElmgroveAve., 
Providence, RI 02906. 
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Harold H. "Hank" 
Abrams, 94 

WARWICK - Harold Abrams died 
on Feb. 6. He was the owner of the 
Greenwich Hardware and Paint Co. 
for 37 years. 

He was the husband of Helen 
(Abrams) Abrams for 69 years. Born 
in Providence, he was a son of 
the late Samuel and Ella (Elman) 
Abrams. 

A 1934 graduate of Classical High 
School and a 1939 graduate of the 
former Rhode Island State College, 
now URI, he joined the Navy as a 
seaman in 1940. He went to Annap
olis and graduated as an ensign, "a 
90 day wonder." He served in the 

• 
Navy in the Pacific until 
1945, when he was hon
orably discharged. 

After retiring, he 
enjoyed his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. He loved 
to travel, play golf and tennis, and 
he volunteered in the Rhode Island 
community. 

He was a member of Temple Sinai 
and Potowomut Golf Cub, and a 
former member of the Cranston 
Jewish Center (now Temple Torat 
Yisrael). 

He leaves, along with his wife, 
three daughters, Anne Schwartz 
(David) , of Richmond, Va.; Dr. Jane 
Abrams (Dr. John Paul MacDuffie), 
of Philadelphia, Penn.; and Eleanor 
Wasser (Dr. Marvin) , of Cranston; 
eight grandchildren, Marjorie Thom
sen (Erik) , Rabbi Michael Schwartz 
(Tamar Forman), Leslie Schwartz, 

Jason Guy (Dr. Elizabeth Shen) , 
Rachel Wasser, Emily Wasser, Kate 
MacDuffie and Peter MacDuffie; and 
seven great-grandchildren. He was 
also the brother of the late Everett 
Abrams. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Sinai. 

Patricia Kaplan Bowen, 43 
PROVIDENCE - Patricia Bowen 
died on Feb. 14. 

The daughter of Susan Adler 
Kaplan and the late Robert M. 
Kaplan, and mother of Samantha 
Bowen of Providence, she is also 
survived by her sister Deborah 
Kaplan Cohen, of Brookline, Mass.; 
her brother Jonathan Kaplan, of 
Peacham, Vt.; many close relatives 

and a coterie of 
loyal friends and 
professional col
leagues. 

High spirited 
and feisty with 
a strong moral 
com pass, she 
advocated for 
those less fortu

.._ _ __.._ nate and made 

new friends wherever she went. She 
formed extraordinary bonds with 
her caring medical teams at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center and 
The Miriam Hospital. 

She graduated from the Wheeler 
School and attended the University 
of Hartford. After living in Flor
ida, she returned to Rhode Island 
earned a degree in media at Ne_.; 
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England Institute of Technology and 
launched a successful career as a 
radio producer and marketing spe
cialist. Most recently, she was direc
tor of special events and promotions 
at Narragansett Beer. 

Contributions may be made to 
"The Transplant Fund at BIDMC," 
The Transplant Institute, Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, 110 Fran
cis St., 7th Floor, Boston, MA 02215 
or The Miriam Hospital Foundation, 
164 Summit Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Meyer A. Epstein, 98 
WARWICK - Meyer Epstein died 
on Jan. 26. He was the husband of 
the late Gertrude (Lichter) Epstein. 
Born in Bridgeport, Conn., a son of 
the late Joe and Ida (Kitt) Epstein, 
he had lived in Warwick and Provi
dence. 

A co-owner of the former Penna 
Fuel Company, he was a member 
of Temple Sinai, the former Temple 
Beth Israel and the Valley Country 
Club. He was an avid golfer. 

He was the father of Robin 
Epstein and Elaine Barriera, both 
of Warwick; Michael Epstein, of Las 
Vegas, Nev.; and the late Robert 
Epstein. He was the brother of The
resa Sinick, of Long Boat Key, Fla., 
and of the late Jack, Hyman, Edward, 
Abraham, Morris, Blanche and Rose 
Epstein. He was the grandfather of 
Jamie and Cory and his wife Aleisha, 
and the great-grandfather of Alex
ander. 

Dorothy K. Fishbein, 89 
PROVIDENCE - Dorothy Fishbein 
died on Feb. 5. She was the wife of 
the late Samuel "Sidney" Fishbein. 

Born in Warwick, a daughter of 
the late Charles and Anna (Smira) 
Kay, she had lived in Pawtucket, pre
viously living in Providence. She was 
a co-owner of Dorothy Kay Clothing 
Store, Providence. A 1945 graduate 
of Brown University (Pembroke), 
she was a member of Temple Beth
El and its Sisterhood. 

(contributions may be made to 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence, RI 02906 or Brown 
University, Gift Cashier, Box 1877, 
Providence, RI 02912. 

OBITUARIES 
Benjamin Gilstein, 97 

WARWICK - Benjamin Gilstein died 
on Feb. 11 . He was the husband of 
the late Lillian (Krakowsky) Gilstein. 

Born in Providence, he was a son 
of the late Aaron and Rose (Stone
berg) Gilstein. He was co-owner of 
Gil's Hardware and Troup's Hard
ware on Smith Street in Providence. 

A former member of Temple 
Torat Yisrael, he was a member 
of Toure Fraternal Association, a 
board member of South Providence 
Hebrew Free Loan Association and 
past president of Smith Hill Busi
nessmen's Association. 

He was the father of Barry Gil
stein and his wife Roberta ; Andrew 
Gilstein and his wife Sharon; all 
of Warwick, and the late Alan Gil
stein, as well as the father-in-law of 
Suzanne Gilstein, of Providence. He 
was the brother of Doris Reffkin, of 
Warwick and the late Evelyn Wein
berg, and Alton, William and Cyrus 
Gilstein. He was the grandfather of 
Adam, Debbi, Stephanie, Michael, 
Amy and Amanda, and the great
grandfather of 6. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Alan and Suzanne Gilstein Nursing 
Symposium Fund, c/o The Miriam 
Hospital Foundation, Box H, Provi
dence, RI 02901 or to Tamarisk, 3 
Sha lom Dr., Warwick, RI 02886. 

Dr. Howard Greenstein, 75 
CRANSTON - Dr. Howard Green
stein died on Feb. 6. Born in Provi
dence, he was a son of the late Max 
and Eleanor (Spitz) Greenstein. He 
was a gra~uate of Brown University, 
Cal Tech and Stanford University, 
where he was an interim professor. 
He was a nuclear physicist and a 
research specialist in laser technol
ogy. 

He is survived by his brothers, 
David and Neil Greenstein. 

Lois 5. Kaplan, 79 
NORTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. -
Lois Kaplan died on Feb. 9. She was 
the wife of Gerald Kaplan for 58 
years. 

Born in Providence, a daughter of 
the late Samuel and Sadie (Wasser
man) Siskind, she had lived in Provi
dence for 21 years before moving to 

New Bedford and North Dartmouth. 
A graduate of Classical High School 
and Chamberlain School of Retailing, 
she studied at Bergen Junior High 
College, later Fairleigh Dickinson. 
She was a co-owner of the former 
Kaplan's Furniture and Wayside Fur
niture. She was a former member 
of Tifereth Israel Congregation and 
Temple Emanu-EI, and a member of 
the former Temple Sinai. A regional 
president of the Sisterhood of New 
England Reform Temples, she was a 
life member of Hadassah. 

She was the mother of Martin 
Kaplan, of Marion, Mass., and Ellen 
Kaplan, of Boston, Mass.' She was 
the sister of Donald Siskind and his 
wife Beth, of New York City; and the 
grandmother of Regina. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

Rita (Elias) Pildis, 81 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Rita Pildis 
died on Feb. 9. She was the wife of 

.,,......,..,---~ the late Samuel 
"Cy" Pildis. Born 
in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., she was a 
daughter of the 
late Samuel and 
Rachel (Russo) 
Elias. 

She worked at 
... ._ __ __. Cherry & Webb 

and volunteered for several organi
zations, including St. Luke's Hospital 
and as vice president of the NCJW 
New Bedford Section. She was 
involved in the HUG (Hope Under
standing Giving) program at the 
Women's Center. 

She was the mother of Jeffery 
Alan Abrams, of New Bedford, 
Mass.; Sandy (Abrams) Hornkohl 
and her husband Richard, of Dear
born Heights, Mich.; and Barry S. 
Abrams and his wife Rosalyn, of 
Haverhill, Mass. She was the grand
mother of Joshua R. Hornkohl and 
the sister of the late Charles Elias 
and Lillian Freeman. 

Donations may be made to the 
New Bedford Rehabilitation Hospi
tal or the National Council for Jewish 
Woman New Bedford section. 
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Happy Birthday Greetings! 
OM LEFT, are George Astrachan, Rabbi Emerirus of 
mple Sinai, Rabbi Stein and Rick Sones, husband ofTemple 
nai Educational Director, Leonore Sones. On Dec. 24, 2010, 

Temple Sinai held a birthday party for Rabbi Peter Stein, who 
turned 40 on that day. About 110 people attended the non-surprise birth
day party for Rabbi Stein. Given the date, it was no wonder that Chinese 
food was served. The party also included a "40" piiiata. At the celebration, 
which Rabbi Stein's parents attended, everyone sang "Happy Birthday" in 
English and Hebrew. 

@oard~ 
N JAN. 25, the lnsti
rute for the Srudy and 

ractice of Nonvio
ence named Barbara 

Sokoloff to its board. Sokoloff is the 
principal of Barbara Sokoloff Asso
ciates, Inc., a development and com
munity planning consulting firm. 

She is the president of the Hillel 
Foundation at the University of 
Rhode Island, a member of the 
Classical High School Alumni 
Association Board, vice chair of 
the Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island, and a past president 
of the Jewish Seniors Association. 
Until recently, she served as vice 
president of the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island and was liaison to 
The Jewish Voice &Herald. 

ROBERT GESSMAN 

BARBARA SOKOLOFF 

N JAN. 25, the lnsti
rute for the Srudy 
nd Practice of Non

violence reappointed 
Robert Gessman as treasurer. 
Gessman, a principal in the tax 
department of DiSanto, Priest 
& Co., has more than 20 years of 
public accounting experience. He 
specializes in tax, financial report
ing, consulting services for various 
privately held businesses, and indi
vidual clients. 

Integral in the creation and cur
rent operations of The Bentley 
Foundation, Gessman also works 
with various not-for-profit boards 
throughout New England. 

He joined the lnstirute's board in 
2007 and was originally appointed 
treasurer in 2010. 

www.jvhri.org 
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Charlotte "Lottie" Kwasha turned 102 on Feb. 12! 

(] 
HARLOTTE "LOTTIE" KW ASHA, with her great-great-grandnieces, Jessica Emily Berman, 
8, at left, and Sarah Evanna Berman, 12, celebrate a landmark birthday, at Kwasha's apartment in 
Epoch on Blackstone, in Providence. Kwasha, who was featured in a story in The Voice &Herald on 
her 100th birthday celebration -which then-Providence M ayor David N. Cicilline attended-is still 

mentally alert and healthy. Her nephew is Bennett Berman of Narragansett. The girls are the granddaughters 
of Bennett and Mardelle Berman and the daughters ofJames and Rebecca Berman, formerly of Barrington. 

JAY AND LARISSA BRENNER, of 
anlius, N .Y., announce the birth of their 
cond child, a daughter, Skylar Claire Brenner. 
he was born on Sept. 29, weighing 9 pounds, 1 

ounce. She was welcomed into the world by her big brother, 
Hudson Nathaniel, age 2. 

Her maternal grandmother is Dorinne Davis, of Mt. 
Arlington, N .J., and her maternal grandfather is the late 
Patrick Lovas. Her paternal grandparents are Marjory and 
Gerald Brenner, ofWoonsocket. 
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Pro-Israel 
hard-liner 
Jane Harman 
quits Congress 
REP. JANE HARMAN, shown 
speaking at an October 
2009 event of the Center for 
American Progress, hinted 
at her frustration with an 
increasingly polarized Congress 
in explaining her resignation to 
constituents. 
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ORLD 

'Every pictux 

/Department of Defense - Chad J. McNeeley 

Who is in the military 
junta ruling Egypt? More 
unknowns than knowns 

FIELD MARSHAL MOHAMED HUSSEIN TANTAWI, right, the Egyp
tian defense minister, greets Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the 

U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, in Cairo, on Feb. 14. 

Battle over Mideast transit ads 
heating up across U.S. 
THE PRO-ISRAEL GROUP StandWithUs was forced to revise this 
ad before it could be run on commuter rail platforms around San 
Francisco. 

/Stand With Us 

Amid unrest, 
rethinking 
$1 . 3 billion 
in annual U.S . 

.1- aid to Egypt 
PROTESTERS PRAY in front of 
a tank in Cairo's Tahrir Square 
on Jan . 30. With the unrest in 
Egypt, a debate in Washington 
is emerging over whether to 
continue U.S. assistance to the 
country's military at S1 .3 billion 
a year. 

/ Iman Mosaad 
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e tells a story' 

/ World Union for Progressive Judaism 

Why is patrilineal descent not catching on in Reform worldwide? 
PANELISTS AT A FEB. 9 session of the World Union for Progressive Judaism biennial in San Francisco discuss their countries' Reform policies on patrilineal Jews. 

For Justin Bieber, 'Scooter' and 
the Shema play a major presence 
PRODUCER "SCOOTER" BRAUN, left, and Justin Bieber in " Never 

Say Never," a film that recounts the meteoric rise 
of the teen singer. 

/ Avi Friedman, Seret Lema zkeret 

Knesset Holds First Ever 'Jewish Identity Day' 
FROM LEFT, RABBI DAVID STAV AND BEN DROR YEMINI listen to Ronal Fischer speak about Jewish 
identity. Professor Ruth Gabison, also on the panel , is not pictured. The panel was part of the Knesset 's 
first "Jewish Identity Day," held on Tuesday, Feb. 8. Jewish Identity Day is an initiative of the Tzohar 
rabbinical organization and a highlight of its Tzohar Legislation Project. The Project acts as an apolitical 
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forum designed to provide Knesset members with Jewish outlook 
and context in the law making process. The Project has gained the 
support of Knesset parliamentarians from all across the political 
landscape. 

Amid heavy snowfall, 
Jewish cemeteries struggle 
to bury dead 
HEAVY SNOWS, like these at Chevra Chai Odom, a cemetery in 
Boston photographed on Feb. 3, are disrupting Jewish burials in 
some parts of t he United States. 

/ Barry Ostrow/Jewish Cemetery Association of M assachusetts 
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We believe in being active in the 
community to help shape the future 
for generations to come. It's a family 
tradition. My name is Robin Engle. 

I am the Alliance. 

« Community volunteers Robin Engle, 

daughter-in-law Jessica Engle, 

Chair of Shalom Family, 

and granddaughter Carol ine 

I am the Alliance. 

We are Jewish tradition and values at work in daily 

life. We are social justice, lifelong Jewish learning, 

and loving kindness. We are a daily commitment 

to create healthier minds, bodies and community. 

We are Tzedakah and Tikkun 0/am. Through the 

Annual Community Campaign, our donations 

fund more than 300 programs and services that 

support and enhance Jewish life in Rhode Island, in 

Israel, and around the world. We are the Alliance. 

Jewish Alliance 
OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 

Together, we are stronger. 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 02906 www.Shalomri .org 
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