
shalom 
¢ ¢ 
p 

Your connection to the Jewish 
community of Greater Rhode Island 

The J~~~oY<?!~E~ 
3 Tevet 5771 Vol. XII - Issue XXIV WWW.JVHRI.ORG December 10, 2010 

CHARLIE SAMDPERIL 

Providence 
Yarn Company 

has a 
new home 

Remembering 
Charlie Samdperil 

BY N,, NCY Krnsc11 
nkirsch@jFRl.org 

PAWTUCKET - "It feels like 
he's always watching over us," said 
Terry Schuster, speaking about 
her late father, C harles Samd
peril. Schuster, now president of 
the Providence Yarn Company, a 
business established by Schuster's 
paternal grandfather, Isadore Sam
dperil, said, "The dedication of the 
company's new building was on 
his yahrtzeit date of Nov. 28 (the 
English date of his death was Dec. 
12, 2006) - it wasn't a conscious 
decision, but it was a nice way to 
honor him. When we bought the 
building, the lawyers assigned us a 
closing date of Sept. 30 - my dad 's 
birthday." 

Providence Yarn Company cel
ebrated its new location at 50 Divi
sion St., Pawtucket, on Sunday, 
Nov. 28 with a gathering of some 
60 or so people, including several 

DEDICATION, Page 12 

What's Inside: 
Business .............. ......... 14, 28-29 
Calendar .............................. 10-11 

Community ..... 2, 7-9, 11-13, 17, 26 
D'var.. .. ............................... 34 

Israel ...... 3, 27, 32 
Obituaries... .. ........ 33-34 

Opinion ... ... 

Seniors 
Simchas/We Arc Read ... 

.. .... 4-6 
... 30-31 

.. ...... 35 

Coming next issue: 
CAMPS 

Jewish Alliance 
of Greater 

Rhode Island 
incorporates! 

SHARON GAINES, 
DOUG EMANUEL and 

DORIS FEINBERG - at the Jewish 
f ederation of Rhode Island, 
the site of many Integration 

Committee meetings - sign the 
incorporation papers for the 

Jewish Alliance of Greater 
Rhode Island on 

Tuesday, Nov. 30 ... 
the last legal step of a 

multi-year process. 

Shai Bazak visits 
Rhode Island 

No politics, but 
Hanukkah and 

friendship, on the 
agenda 

Bv N1\NCY Krnsc11 
nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PROV1DENCE - The spirits of the 
120 or so individuals who came to 
greet Shai Bazak, the new Consul 

General of Israel to New England, 
on the evening of M onday, D ec. 6, 
remained high, despite some tech
nical sound difficulties and Bazak's 
delay due to traffic. 'foe event, held 
in the Jewish Community Center's 
Social H all, was the second Rhode 
Island appearance for Bazak, who 
arrived in Boston just a few weeks 
ago. 

"The irony of the fire [in Israel] 
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Devastating fire in 
northern Israel 

j ewish community 
responds to 
urgent need 

BY Vo,cE & H EH.1LD ST1FF 
voicehera/d@jFRl.org 

CARMEL, Israel - The raging 
forest fire that began on D ec. 2 in 
the countryside of Carmel, in the 
lower Galilee region near Haifa, 
has caused unprecedented devasta
tion in this parched countryside. 
With the hottest November in 
Israel in 60 years, the fire spread 

rapidly. Forty-two individuals have 
perished, including Haifa Police 
C hief Ahuva Tomer. Many more 
injured and some 15,000 residents 
were evacuated from their homes, 
as the fire burned across 4,000 
acres and 4 million trees. 

The international community 
and agencies in the United States 
are responding promptly to the 
situation; close to home, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island QFRI) 
has established a special Israel 
Emergency Relief Fund for dona-
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M eir Partush/ Flash90/JTA 

A father a nd his son loo k at the ir house in Ein Hod, near Haifa, that 
was destroye d by the fire that ravage d the Carmel forest, Dec. 5. 
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Hanukkah oh Hanukkah! A tme of joy and eelebration 
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EMMI ELMALEH, the daughter of Francois and Rachael Elmaleh, and Ari Steinberg, 

A Chabad Hanukkah in Barrington 
BARRINGTON TOWN HALL is the site of a balloon menorah for the 

Dec. 5 Chabad of Barrington Hanukkah celebration. 

the son of Darryle and Jeremy Steinberg, w atch as the Hanukkah candles are lit. They 
w ere among the children and adults celebrating Hanukkah at a party hosted by The Mothers 

Circle. The party, held at Temple Ema nu-El on Dec. 6, included prayers, 
songs and music led by Rabbi Joel Seltzer. 

Hanukkah 
celebration 
at the JCCRI 

ROCK-A-BABY performers 
entertained the JCCRl's 

Hanukkah Family Dinner 
on Dec. 2, which included 

a J-Theater performance 
and the outcome of the 

menorah-making contest. 
Contestants made meno

rahs from recycled materi-
als; Zoey Frank won for 

age 4 and under category; 
Rebecca Folse for the 5-9 
category; and Sam Folse 
won for the age 10 and 

older category. 

Renaissance. A Place to Remember. 
Autumn Open House and Holistic Happening 

Sunday, December 12 from 11 am - 3 pm! 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tamarisk provides 
a unique. multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind, body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive, individualized care plan is created by 
our staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with 

family members to ensure that each resident can realize 
their full potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction - combined with a complete 
schedule of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities. provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

Our Qlebratiorts" Adult Day Services and Respite Ure are also available for 
non-residents experiencing a memory disorder. 

A Carehok Member 
A Community of the Jew,sh Seniors Agency of RI 

ASSISTED LIVING RESIDCflCE 
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Mission of 
The Jewish Voice & Hera/,d 

THE MISSION of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald 
1s to commumcate 

Jewish news, ideas and ideals by 
connecting and g iving voice to 
the diverse views of the Jewish 

community in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 
while adhering to Jewish values 
and the professional standards of 
journalism. 
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Peter Beinart is no fan of Israel's current policies 
MovinO" be11ond a on foreign affairs who is a senior 

6 J fellow at the New America 
'Disney-fled Zionism' 

B Y J OHN T. LANDHY 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

LAST MAY, PETER 
Beinart wrote a much
discussed essay casti
gating major Jewish 

institutions for failing to promote 
a workable Zionism. Earlier this 
month - on the evening of Thurs
day, Dec. 2 - he spoke at Brown 
University, where he addressed 
some of the criticism the essay 
provoked 

"American Jewish 
1eaders cou1d he1p 

young peop1e 
appreciate the 
ongoing lsrae1i 
strugg1e over 

human rights ... 
they cou1d 

empower young 
peop1e to be 

Zionist." 

His talk, "The Failure of the 
American Jewish Establishment: 
Reclaiming a Liberal Zionism," 
met a sympathetic audience of 
about 150 people, half of whom 
were students. His presentation 
was sponsored by the Brown 
University and Rhode Island 
chapters of J Street and Brown 
RISD Hillel. 

Beinart, a prominent writer 

Foundation and a sen ior politi
cal writer for The Daily Beast, 
carefully distinguished "liberal 
Zionism" from a basic "Zionism 
of the land." The former justi
fies Jewish sovereignty over Israel 
not simply because of historic or 
divine claims to the land, but 
because Jews will use that power 
according to Jewish teachings 
about justice. 

American Jewish leaders, he 
said, support liberal Zionism in 
principle and often praise Israeli 
for its commitment to democ
racy and human rights. But, he 
claimed, they have been largely 
silent on the emerging threats 
to those rights. He cited not 
only military rule over Palestin
ians in the W est Bank, but also 
government attempts to muzzle 
human rights groups and the 
anti-democracy rhetoric of lead
ers such as Avigdor Lieberman. 

Moreover, he said, Z ionist 
programs for young American 
Jews present a "Disney-lied" view 
of Israel. Birthright tours, for 
example, extol the state's achieve
ments, but rarely take students to 
the West Bank or engage them 
in d .. iscussions of the settlements. 
Emissaries from Israel similarly 
ignore the settlements and other 
unpleasantness. · 

That approach · may work 
well for many O rthodox young 
people, who are satisfied with 
Z ionism of the land. But the 
39-year-old Beinart, who is h im
self Orthodox, said most young 
Jews believe strongly in democ
racy and human rights. Disheart
ened by the occupation, they are 
increasingly rejecting or simply 
ignoring Israel. If American 
Jewish leaders could_ help young 
people appreciate the ongo
ing Israeli struggle over human 

/CUNY 
PETER BEINART 

rights, and pressure Israeli lead
ers to do more to respect those . 
rights, they could empower 
young people to be Zionist as 
well as liberal. 

The steady stream of questions 
after Beinart's short talk high
lighted several of the arguments 
made elsewhere against his 
assessment. Perhaps the biggest 
is that Israel already suffers from 
intense criticism from the world 
at large and on many college 
campuses. Wouldn't criticism 
from Jewish leaders just g ive fur
ther support to Israel's enemies? 

Beinart responded that most 
young people seek authenticity, 
not perfection. They know that 
something isn't quite right with 
Israel 's actions, and they won't 
listen to leaders who ig nore the 
moral difficulties of the settle
ments. They would lov~ Israel 
more, he argued, if they knew 
about the I sraelis struggling with 
the occupation and the efforts in 
place to bringing it to an end. 

Another student asked whether 
liberal values are practical right 
now for Israel when the rise of 
Hamas suggests that many Pal
estinians reject those values. 

Beinart argued that lib
eral values would actually win 
the respect of Palestinians, by 
showing them that Israelis s~e 
their suffering, and are differ
ent from their own authoritarian 
and corrupt leaders. Echoing 
a recent talk at Brown by John 
Mearsheimer, he added that 
Israel needs to end the occupa
t ion soon to preserve its democ
racy. At some point, settlers in 
the West Bank will become too 
powerful for the state to force 
back, making the two-state solu
tion impossible. Israel would 
then become an apartheid state. 

On that note, one ques- · 
tioner wondered if the cause 
was already lost, and whether 
American protests could make 
any difference. Beinart pointed 
to the recent controversy related 
to conversions as one example of 
how a strong and unified Ameri
can establishment can influence 
Israel. H e acknowledged that 
human rights activists have lost 
popularity in Israel, but believed 
their day would come again soon. 
H e likened them to critics of tor
ture here in the United States, 
who were marginalized after 
Sept. 11, 2001, but ult imately 
vindicated. 

In closing, he appealed to the 
students in the audience to make 
their views known to Jewish 
institutions. These institutions, 
he said, are intensely interested 
in developing the next generation 
of community leaders, so young 
people can make a difference. 

j ohn T L andry lives in Provi
dence and is a member eflhe Voice 
& Herald 's editorial board. Con
tact him at johntlandry@verizon. 
net. 

l Candle Lighting Times Dec.24 ......................... 4:00 Jan. 7 ............................ 4:11 
. for greater Rhode Island Dec. 31 ......................... 4:04 Jan. 14 .......................... 4:19 

EXECUTIVE EDIT OR 
Nancy IGrsch • nk.irsch@jfri.org 
421-4111, ext. 168 

D ESIGN & LAYOUT 
Leah Camara • lcamara@jfri.org 

ADVERTISING 
Tricia Stearly • tstcarly@jfri.org 
441-1865 or 421-4111, ext. 160 

COLUMNISTS: Dr. Stanley Aronson, Michael 
Fink, Terna Gouse, Alan Krinsky, Sam Lehman
Wilzig, Ychuda Lev, Rabbi James Rosenberg, Joshua 
Stein, Danfo1 Stieglitz 

1heJEWJSH VOICE & llERAID 
S U .VIN(; R II O D II 1$1.,\ND AND SOUTHUJTIII.N MAisACHUSIITTS 

Copy D eadlines: All news releases, photographs, etc. must 
be received on the Thursday two weeks 2rior to publication. 
Submissions may be sent to: voiceherald@jfri.org. _ 

1ht]ewiJh Vofrt & H eraldOSSN number 1539-2104, 
USPS #465-710) is printed bi-weekly, except in July, 
when it is printed only once. 

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT 
PROVIDENCE, RI POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: Jewish Federation of RI, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906 

EDITORIAL BOARD: Howard Tinberg, Chair, 
John Landry, Rabbi Amy Levin, Eleanor Lewis, Toby 
London, Rabbi Jacqueline Satlow, Barbara Sokoloff 
(vice president,JFRI board), Richard Shein, Jon~than 
Stanzler,Joshua Stein, Ezra Stieglitz 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE: Justin "Jay" Strauss, 
Chair, Everett Finkelstein, Toby London, Ken 
Schneider, Bob Starr, Joyce Starr 

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT 
Judith Romney Wegner 

COPY EDITOR/PROOFREADER 
Fran Cohen 

CALENDAR COORDINATOR 
Toby London 

Published by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island • President Doris Feinberg • Interim Exec. Vice President Minna Ellison 
All submitted content becomes the property of 1hef ewish Voice & H erald. Announcements and opinions contained in these pages are published as a service to the community and do not necessarily 
represent the views of The Jewish Voice & Herald, or its publisher, the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421-4111 • 401-331-7961 (fax}• E-mail:voiceherald@jfri.org 

ADVERTISING: We do not accept advertisements for pork or shellfish or, attest to the Rashrut of any product or the legitimacy of our adverti.sers' claims. 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 4 Jewish Voice ~Herald December 10, 2010 OPINION 
FROM THE 

ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Beginnings, 
endings, and some 

happenings in 
between 
Bv NANCY KIR SCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

W AT ARE WE to 
ake of the cycle of 

fe? On Thanksgiv
g Day 2010, Abby 

Zasloff entered this world, a mere 13 
days after Frank, her grandfather and 
our friend, died. On the very same day 
she was born, I talked with a very dear 
friend who shared with me that her 
husband's illness was not bronchitis or 
even pneumonia - as they had hoped -
but advanced lung cancer. 

Upon hearing the news of Frank's 
death and my friend's husband's 
cancer, my 18-year-old daughter, 
Mimi, burst into tears and said, 
"Why do only good people get 
leukemia or cancer? I hate this!" 
Clearly, she knows a far smaller cohort 
of people than I do, but I understood 
precisely what she meant. 

I hugged her and simply said, 
"Honey, the only way you can avoid 
hearing these stories is to be a hermit 
and not engage with others. The cycle 
oflife continues whether we want it to 
or not - the good and the bad, and all 
we can do is roll with the punches." 

Earlier this week, our family received 
delightful news: One of our nieces just 
announced her engagement to a lovely 
young man - and, oh-so-fitting for 
a Jewish newspaper - they met at a 
Camp Ramah in Canada[ 

On a far smaller scale, we're expe
riencing a series of "firsts" and "lasts," 
as Mimi prepares for college. One first 
was seemingly insignificant, but maybe 
not.. . When a CVS pharmacy aide 
called about a prescription for Mimi, I 
said, "I'm sorry, she's busy right now. 
Can I help you?" 

Sure enough, she was stalwart in 
her refusal to speak to me, as she said, 
"No, 1 can't tell you anything, Mimi is 
legally an adult now." 

Other firsts have included the col
lege tours. No college tours of my own? 
No way, no how - I only applied to one 
college; so, except for visits to.prospec
tive graduate and law schools, which I 
did without parental influence or input, 
Mimi's college visits were a first for me. 
The be'st question asked of a college 
admissions officer at a mandatory col
lege prep session last year (another 
first, by the way) was from Mimi. She 
asked, "What's the single biggest mis
take students make when they visit a 
college campus?" 

The admission officer's advice: 
"Fighting with your parents BEFORE 
you reach the privacy of your own car!" 

So far, so good - our fights have 
been in the car on the way home. 
Some, but not all, of the college appli
cations have been submitted online, 
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IT SEEMS To ME 

How not to encourage Jewish loyalty 
Democracy for one may not place ?f the Jewish people." . " By backing this amendment to the loyalty 

b J At its climax, the document proclauns the oath, Netanyahu softens the blow to Lieber-
e uemocracy for all establishment of a Jewish state in Eretz Yis- man and his fellow travelers in advance of the 

IN HIS BOOK, Saving Israel (published 
in 2009 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.), 
Daniel Gordis, a respected Israeli intel
lectual, argues that his fellow citizens 

must cultivate a sense of national purpose 
that is nothing less than "the healing of the 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

Jewish people, the creation 
of a space in which Jews can 
thrive as they could nowhere 
else." 

Gordis is honest enough 
to admit that this particu
laristic notion of Jewish 
purpose is at odds with 
certain universalistic prin
ciples of "pure" democracy, 
such as absolute equality 
for all citizens. Indeed, the 

clash of values inherent in the term "Jewish 
democracy" is one of the understandable roots 
of Arab hostility - and the hostility of others 
as well - towards Israel. Given the unique 
purpose of this "Jewish state," Gordis insists 
that it is a profound error for either Israeli or 
Diaspora Jews to view Israel as a "Hebrew
speaking America." As Gordis puts it, "If the 
Jewish character of the country is to be safe
guarded, Israel's supporters will have to accept 
that Israel's democracy can never be the model 
of the pure liberal democracy that political life 
in the United States approximates." 

This tension benveen "Jewish" and" democ
racy" goes all the way back to that moment 
on Friday afternoon, May 14, 1948, wh.en 
David Ben-Gurion, soon-to-be prime minis
ter, announced the birth of the State oflsrael. 
As he read the Declaration of Independence, 
Ben-Gurion was telling the world that \ the 
State oflsrael would serve the particular needs 
of the Jewish people. The very first sentence of 
Israel 's founding document reads in English 
translation: "The land oflsrael was the birth-

Age: It's just a number 

DR. STANLEY ARONSON'S 
column in the Nov. 26 issue, "Aging 
'ain't' what it used to be" reminds us 

that, except for some early biblical figures, we 
have never met God's statement of 120 years 
lifespan for man. (Genesis 6:3) 

There is, however, another biblical state
ment in Psalms 90:10 that is much closer to 
today's lifespan norms: "The days of our years 
are threescore years and ten; and ifby reason 
of strength they be fourscore years, yet is 
their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon 
cut off, and we fly away." 

Saul Ricklin 
Bristol 

Errata 
In "Richard Licht nominated to head 
R.I. Department of Administration," 
in the Nov. 26 issue, he was incor
rectly referred to as the "incoming 
president.• In fact, the new lay leader 
of the new agency (combining the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, 
the Bureau of Jewish Education and 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island) will be the chairman 
of the board, rather than the board 
president. 

rael." Yet this same Declaration balances its concessions the Israeli government will need 
Jewish particularism with an acknowledg- to make to the Palestinians as part of the U.S. 
ment that Israel 's democracy must meet the backed peace initiative. 
fundamental needs of all its citizens, ensur- I myself find it hard to believe that 
ing "complete equality of social and political Netanyahu favors this amendment as a matter 
~ghts of all it~ inhabitants," guaranteei1>g of principle; it is wrong-headed on so many 
freedom of religion, conscience, language, levels. To begin with, there is little agreement 

educatiol), and culture." Of course, there is as to what ought to constitute the Jewish 
always a gap between theory and practice, content of the Jewish state. Of course, Israel 
between word and deed: Israel's democracy does follow the Jewish calendar; but there is 

"Progress has been 
made in improving 

the lot of Israelis who 
are not Jews." 

is far from perfect. Nevertheless, over th~ 
decades at least some progress has been made 
in improving the lot of the approximately 20 
percent oflsraelis who are not Jews. 

This past Oct. 10, the Israeli Knesset, by a 
vote of22 to 8, took a step towards undermin
ing that delicate balance which has come to 
define the character of Israel's democracy by 
deciding to amend the loyalty oath adminis
tered to all those seeking Israeli citizenship. 
The current wording is "I declare that I will 
be a loyal s:itizen of the State of Israel;" the 
proposed amendment adds the words, "as a 
Jewish and democratic state." In urging the 
Knesset to pass this amendment, Prime Min
ister Benjamin Netanyahu argued, "There is 
broad agreement in Israel on the Jewish iden
tity and the democracy of the state of Israel; 
this is the foundation of our existence here." 

Cynics would say - and in this cas,; count 
me among them - that the main reason 
Netanyahu has pushed for this amendment is 
to placate his far-right Foreign Minister and 
Deputy Prime Minister, Avigdor Lieberman. 

a deepening conflict between the majority of 
Jews who are "secular" and the ultra-Orthodox 
minority over such issues as the segregation of 
women and the large number of haredi men 
who neither work nor serve in the army. For 
many Israelis being Jewish means speaking 
H ebrew and living in Eretz Yisrael, while 
for others Jewish identity is defined by strict 
observance of sacred rituals pertaining to such 
matters as kashrut, laws of family purity, and 
keeping the Sabbath. 

What sense does it make to insist that non
Jews affirm loyalty to a "Jewish state" when 
even its Jewish citizens cannot agree upon the 
meaning of the term? What is the point of 
deliberately antagonizing the one out of five 
Israelis who are not Jewish by emphasizing 
their difference from the Jewish majority? As 
an American Jew, I would be incensed to be 
called upon to affirm my loyalty to a Christian 
state. 

Most fundamentally, the Israeli cabinet's 
proposed amendment to the loyalty oath con
tradicts its own Declaration of Independence 
and the prophetic values of tolerance and jus
tice and equality upon which it stands - the 
values of Amos and Jeremiah and Isaiah, who 
long ago declared, "My house shall be a house 
of prayer for all peoples." (Isaiah 56:7) 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus at Temple 
Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at rab
biemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

LETTERS - ------~-
Let's stop nam e -calling 

ABBI JIM ROSENBERG, in his 
olumn ("Since my house burned 
own" in the Nov. 12 issue), calls 

Glenn Beck, the TV commentator, "a luna
tic" because his idea of compassion is not the 
same as the rabbi's. Rabbi Rosenberg goes on 
to lecture the reader about how to act like an 
adult versus a child when responding to situa
tions that require compassion. 

I would like to challenge him to act like 
an adult and not make general derogatory 
remarks about someone. How about sticking 
to the facts about an issue and letting the 
reader decide who is right? Name-calling is 
unbecoming of a rabbi and something most 
adults do not tolerate in children. 

Harry Feld 
Providence 

Everything you ever wanted to know about bialys 
Editor's N ote: This responds to Dr. Thomas 

Breslin's letter in the Nov. 26 issue (Bagels are 
.fine, but bialys are better"} seeking information 
about bialys. 

TIEY ARE SITTING next to the 
agels at Eastside Marketplace. They 

look like poor cousins. A little pale, a 
little thin, with a slight indent in the center. 
While not too well-known in Rhode Island, 
they are immensely popular in New York. 
What are they? Their official name is Bialy

. stoker kuchen, but today the name is shortened 
to bialys. 

Bialys are simple, but delicious, rolls made 
of flour water, salt, and yeast. Their inden
tation is traditionally filled with onion and 
breadcrumbs, which become toasted while 
baking. Unlike bagels, they are not boiled. The 
bialy has a single source: the city of Bialystok 

in Poland. Bialys were so central a part of the 
Jewish diet in Bialystok (they were eateri at all 
three meals) that its inhabitants were known 
as Bialystoker huchem .fresers - bialy gluttons. 
Their recipe was brought to this country by 
Jewish immigrants in the early 20th century. 
Soon there were dozens of bialy bakeries; by 
mid-century the New York bialy bakers had 
their own union, separate from bread or bagel 
bakers. Two bialy factories claim to be the 
oldest in New .York: Kossar's, on the Lower 
East Side, and Coney Island Bialy and Bagel 
Bakery. 

This article was originally published in the 
Eastside Marketplace Almanack 0 11 May 25, 
2003. Eastside Marketplace and Toby R ossner, 
feature writer far theLllmanack and author of this 
piece about bialys, al/owed1he Jewish Voice & 
Herald to reprint it. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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OPINION 

Ancient architecture, 
ancient words 

of blessings resonate 

0 N THE FRIDAY following 
Thanksgiving, I went to church 
with my wife, but not to pray. 
St. Denis, on the outskirts 

of Paris, was a place I'd longed to see for 
decades. You recall Dagobert, of course, 
the last Merovingian king to rule, as well 

Tosh 
Stein 

as to reign? Among his 
many accomplishments 
was construction of the 
church named after the 
first Christian martyr of 
Paris, the aforementioned 
St. Denis, decapitated on 
Montmartre ("martyrs' 

. mount"). He picked up 
his head, the story goes, 
and walked about six 
miles preaching along the 

way. I'm not sure exactly how he accom
plished either task, but he became one of 
several Christian cephalophores (from 
the Greek for "head-carrier," a saint who 
is generally depicted carrying his or her 
own head). From Dagobert's time on, the 
basilica was the site of royal burials and 

Israelis are powerhouses in 
the U.S. and beyond 

IMAY LIVE in Israel, but I am an avid 
reader of American politics, society and 
economy, including technology, aca
demia, etc. As I surf the Internet and 

also receive RSS feeds and email newsletters 
from various papers and magazines, I am con
tinually struck by an amazing phenomenon. 
Not a week goes by without my reading about 
this or that accomplishment - by the inventor 
"Yossi Vardi" or the researcher "Pro£ Yehudit 
Aharoni" or the physician "Dr. Ilana Mor" or 

...,.~ 
Sam 

Lehman
Wilzig 

the professor oflaw "Daphne 
Gal-Or" (these specific 
names are fictitious). From 
their distinctive non-Anglo 
names, I can immediately 
tell that they are former 
Israelis making (real) good 
in the United States. 

We're r{ot talking here 
about something peripheral, 
but rather quite significant -
at least when one considers 
that Israel has a mere 7.5 mil
lion people. Former Israelis 
are to be found everywhere 

in the U.S. at the top of their academic pro
fessions (I am not going to discuss hugely suc
cessful former Israelis in the world ofbusiness; 
that's a different story). What does it say about 
Israel that so many bright lights have left and 
continue to leave? 

Before I offer my somewhat surprising 
answer, we ought to consider some histori
cal and cultural facts. First, Jews have been 
a "wandering people" ever since Abraham 
started the whole business when he moved 
1,000 kilometers to get to Canaan - and he 
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Shahhat in Paris 
tombs to commemorate France's kings and Commandments. People approached us 
queens. to talk, but our French (mi ne and that of 

In the 12th century, the church, in my rwo sons) wasn't adequate. We quickly 
need of repair, was refashioned in the new ascertained that Hebrew would be the 
Gothic style. In fact, St. D enis is the first l ingua Jranca and we got along in that - at 
Gothic building in Europe, and all others least, my son, the cantor, did. 
are modifications of the original. So we Afterwards we walked to the Ailes Res-
had to go to church to tau rant at 34 Rue Richer, 
see the tombs and the --------------- incongruously across the 
architecture. I'd been to "As these sons 11·ve street from the Folies-
Paris many times, but Bergere where we had 

the basilica is so difficult a distance from us, pre-paid for our kosher 
to reach (it's at the end of meal. 
a spur line on the Metro) 1 don't get to bless By the time we got 
that I never could. This there the place was nearly 
time, however, wife in them very often; filled , but our reserva-
tow, we shlepped and • • tions were honored and 
oohed and aahed. tears were m1st1ng we sat and quietly sang 

That evening, as it was my eyes as ] said the "Shalom Aleichem," and 
Erev Shabbat, we went then I blessed my sons, 
to synagogue, to the ancient words." and my wife blessed our 
Temple Victoire, also daughter-in-law. I said 
known as the Rothschild Kiddush over the wine 
Synagogue. Built in the Romanesque style 
in the mid-19th century, this enormous edi
fice is cathedral-like, except for the missing 
statues and crucifixes. Its bimah, where the 
cantor sings facing the congregation, is sev
eral steps up from the ground. Higher still 
is the area behind where he sings facing the 
ark (which is still higher) and above it is a 
pillar topped with a depiction of the Ten 

and Motzi over the bread. As these sons 
live a distance from us, I don't get to bless 
them very often; tears were misting my eyes 
as I said the ancient words. Knowing that 
there are a limited number of times one 
gets to bless his children, I wondered how 
many more chances I'd have. 

All around us I could hear similar songs 
and prayers chanted by different families, 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Israel's brain strain 
didn't stay still there either, moving back and Israel devotes more of its gross national 
forth to Egypt during famines! I needn't go product to research and development (5 per-
on at length about the children of Israel in cent) than any other member country of the 
Egypt and the desert, the Babylonian exile, Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
and the great D iaspora of the past 2,000 Development (OECD). Israel is first among 
years. It wouldn't be wrong to say that we are all post-industrial countries, and double the 
less a people than a "movement ... " overall OECD average! So it's not as if the 

Second, Israel gets as good as it gives. Israeli government or industry are not trying 
American-educated ------------------ to fund this type of 
"yours truly" is but "One of the main career. In fact, 1.3 
one very modest billion shekels have 
example of America impetuses for lsrael's recently been added 
"losing" a brain that to Israel's higher 
moved to Israel. fantastic economic education budget to 
Over the years there d h b set up 30 Centers 
have been thousands a Vance as een of Research Excel-

of individuals like this transfusion Jenee in the next 
me from the West; three years; in this 
in the past 20 years, of brainpower." academic year alone, 
tens of thousands of 80 Israeli researchers 
high-level academi- ------------------ have been attracted 
cians from the former Soviet republics have back to their homeland. But when so many 
also made the move to Israel. One of the of its best and brightest want to teach in uni
main impetuses for Israel's fantastic economic versity or lead high-level laboratory research, 
advance during the past rwo decades has been there just isn't enough room for them all in 
this transfusion of brainpower. such a smap country. Here are rwo factoids: 

Herein lies the "problem." To put it bluntly 

ricocheting through the restaurant like 
whispering breezes. But then about a dozen 
young men came in, took their places, but 
didn't sit. Instead, in perfect 12-part har
mony, they sang aloud the blessing over the 
wine, grabbing the attention of the other 
diners, some of whom applauded, while 
others walked over to ask if they were 
going to bensch Birkat Ha-mazon (the tune
ful grace after meals). Well, they may have, 
but by that time, we'd quietly sung the 
words ourselves and left, walking back to 
our apartment, our stomachs full , our souls 
refreshed. 

It was a nice way to spend Thanksgiving, 
though whether we'll ever be able to do it 
again like that I don't know; but we did it 
at least the one time. 

A sharp-eyed reader ca/led me to task for 
saying that David Koch, mu!ti-bi!/ionaire 
backer of the Tea Party, was Jewish. In my 
column in the Nov. 26 issue, I ca/led him an 
example of one who betrayed the principles of 
the prophets in expectations of greater profits; 
it was a brief mention at the end of a long 
column. In my rush to make a deadline, I blun
dered. Koch is Roman Catholic, not Jewish. 
My thanks to the sharp-eyed reader. 

Joshua B. Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Wil!iams University. Contact him at 
jstein@rwu.edu. 

First, my university, Bar-llan, graduates 
on average 250 Ph.D . students each year. 
Second, in this academic year alone, Israel has 
10,600 Ph.D. students! (And take it from me, 
the standards are higher in Israel than in most 
Ph.D.-granting American universities.) 

Look at the title of this essay again. Israel 
certainly has a large "strain" of genius run
ning through it. Because of that, however, 
the country is under great "strain" to keep 
even most of them professionally satisfied. 
So when a not inconsiderable number of our 
brightest leave for other shores to find profes
sional fulfrllment, we shouldn't view this is as 
"economic treason," a tragedy or even a brain 
drain. Rather, Israel is being a "light unto 
the nations," outsourcing some of its finest 
resources to friends and allies alike - just as 
they have done during the past six decades. 

Prof Sam Lehman-Wilzig teaches at Bar-I/an 
University in Israel In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown University. 
Visit his Web site: 'UY1JYU!!J>rofi!w.com. 

and somewhat paradoxically, Israelis have too 
much brain power, and these "brainiacs" also 
have a disproportionate tendency to employ 
that brain power within scholarly and scien
tific pursuits. This certainly is not a criticism; 
it's merely a fact. I won't get into why the Jews 
in Israel (or America for that matter) tend to 
pursue "academic" careers. Suffice it to recall 
the old Jewish chestnut: Sadie is walking 
down the street with her rwo young grand
children in tow. She meets Bertha who asks: 

Our editorial policy 

"Are they your grandchildren?" To which 
Sadie replies: "Yes. This is 6-year-old Alan, 
the prof~ssor; and that's 4-year-old Becky, the 
doctor ... 

W WANTOUR 
OPINION pages 
o represent our 

readers' vibrant diversity of 
ideas and opinions. Thus, our 
editorial policy is as follows: 
1he Voice & Herald may pub
lish thoughtful and informa
tive contributors' columns 
(op-eds) and letters to the 
editor on issues of interest 
to our Jewish community. 
At our discretion, we may 

wwwjvhri.org 

edit pieces for publication or 
refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, 
whether from our regular 
contributors or from guest · 
columnists, represent the 
views of the authors; they 
do not represent the views 
of 1he Jewish Voice & Herald 
or the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

Please send letters (250 
words, at most) and op-eds 

(700 words or shorter) to 
Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@ 
JFRI.org (Subject Line: 
.OPINIONS) or Nancy 
Kirsch, 7he Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, 
RI 02906. Please include 
your name, city of residence 
and (not for publication) a 
contact phone number or 
email. 
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Choose life, always 
Bv RABBI AMY LEVI N 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

DURING THESE 
darkest days of the 
year, suicide, one hor
rific consequence of 

bullying, prejudice and despera
tion, seems to be making the news 
more and more freq:iently. How 
does Jewish tradition guide us at 
times of such tragic loss? 

''I have put before you life and 
death, blessing and curse. Choose 
life." (Deuteronomy!D'varim 
30:19) 

This verse establishes the famil
iar premise that Judaism is a life
affirming tradition - and much 
more than that. Embedded in this 
verse is the acknowledgment that 
life is sometimes hard. Very hard. 
Cursed. God challenges us, com
mands us, to choose life even when 
life feels like a curse or when death 
may feel like a blessing. 

A rabbinic dictum established 
in the Talmud (Brachot 60a-b) 
instructs us that we are to bless bad 
things that befall us just as we bless 
good things that we enjoy. Just as a 
flood that initially brings destruc-

LI FE is filled 
with first and last 

experiences 

From Page 4 

and now comes the waiting. 
I'm sure there will be a first 
college acceptance (hooray, 
hooray - the first arrived on 
Dec. 7!} and a first college 
rejection. I can only hope 
that there will be more accep
tances than rejections, but 
before that time, we're facing 
some "last experiences," as 
well: The last time we'll see 
Mimi perform in her high 
school's fall play, her last 
Chamber Choir holiday con
cert, etc .... 

All too soon, shtll be off to 
college and we'll be prepar
ing for our son's application 
process. In the intervening 
weeks and months, several 
bar .mitzvah ceremonies a1e 
on the calendar, as is at least 
one wedding; more likely 
than not, someone we know 
and love will die. All we can 
do is roll with the punches. 

In the meantime, our 
Family Pages, with content 
from The PJ Library, are filled 
with stories that describe 
major Jewish life cycle events 
and the emotions they invoke! 

Be sure to read these stories 
and insights on pages 18 - 24. 

A RABBI' s PERSPECTIVE 

Suicide: Your life in your hands 
tion may ultimately leave fertil
ity and renewal after the waters 
recede, other experiences that may 
seem at first to condemn us to a 
cursed existence may lead us to 
an unforeseen place of light. W e 
must choose life even in the face 
of evil that may befall us (humanly 
engineered or randomly imposed 
by natural forces) because some 
unforeseen good may be waiting 
for us around the corner. 

Yet Judaism does not suffer us 
to move through the world wear
ing rose-colored glasses. There are 
times when the bad that befalls us 
represents unmitigated, insuffer
able evil. The insufferable evil, in 
the estimation of our tradition, is 
the desecration of the human body 
and spirit created by God. The 
Babylonian Talmud (Gitlin 57b) 
seems to respect the decision of 
400 young Jews to drown them
selves at sea rather than serve in 
Roman brothels. 

Ultimately, we are meant to take 
seriously the principle that our 
existence - physical and spiritual 
- has been entrusted to us by God 
who crafted both our bodies and 
our souls. The Jewish philosopher 
Bachya ibn Pakuda (11th century 
Spain) wrote: "A suicide is a senti-

nel who has deserted his post; the 
nearer the relation to the mu rdered 
person, the more heinous the 
crime ... and man is closest to him
self." (Hovot Hal'vavot, 1040, 4:4} 

H ow does halakhah guide us in 
the case of an actual suicide? T rac
tate S'ma'hot, an early authorita
tive compilation of law regarding 

"Yet Judaism does 
not suffer us to 

move through the 
wor1d wearing 
rose-co1ored 

g1asses." 

mourning and burial, establishes 
that no mourning practices are to 
be observed for the willful suicide. 
Before we conclude that halakhah 
is heartless and insensitive, let's 
take a closer look at the defini
tion of a willful suicide: "A will
ful suicide is one who says, 'I am 
climbing the roof, or the tree, and 
I am going to throw myself to my 
death,' and ot):iers see him climb 

to the top of the tree or to the top 
of the roof and fall to his death." 
(S'ma'hot 2:2) 

The early sages legislated out of 
existence the reality of an actual 
willful suicide. It 'is hard to imag
ine a scenario in which one would 
listen to such a declaration, watch 
the person start climbing the tree, 
and simply stand by and watch. 

A second principle further pre
cludes a judgment of willful sui
cide: Judaism guides us to assume 
that there will be a moment of 
repentance at the very last moment 
of life. Indeed, the continuation of 
the passage from S'ma' hot states: 
"A man found strangling or hang
ing from a tree or lying dead on a 
sword is presumed to have com
mitted suicide willfully and none 
of the mourning rites are with
held." Why are the mourning rites 
observed in such a case? Because 
we assume remorse at the last 
moment and with that moment 
of remorse, the death is no longer 
suicide. 

Finally, a very wide spectrum of 
rabbinic leadership assumes that 
one who has taken his or her life 
was suffering an intense moment 
of insanity and that this person, 
therefore, is not a willful suicide 

ANOTHER VIEWPOINT 

and must be treated with the 
same respect as given to any other 
deceased loved one. 

Our halakhah and our hearts 
both guide us to relate to the sui
cide with infinite compassion. Our 
texts bring home the message of 
condemnation of the destruction 
of the human body and human 
spirit embodied in the act of sui
cide and then goes on to establish 
beyond any doubt that one who 
is pushed to such self destruction 
(by internal or external forces} is 
the victim of mental illness rather 
than the perpetrator of willful sui
cide. 

I am a Conservative rabbi and 
tlfis essay is informed by my the
ology and my training. If I am 
not your rabbi (i.e., you are not 
a member of my congregation), 
please turn to your own rabbi if 
you are seeking more personal 
insight and guidance on this topic. 

Rabbi Amy L evin is the rabbi of 
Temple Tora/ Yisrael in Cranston, 
a member ofThe Jewish Voice & 
H erald's editorial board and the vice 
president of the Rhode Island Board 
of R abbis. Contact her at ravlevin@ 
gmail.com. 

A new Ten Connnandments 
Camp, Israel, Shabbat 

and synagogue 
are on the list 

Bv ARCfllE GorrESMAN 

]TA 

IGET STRESSED every 
Sunday morning when I read 
the wedding announcements, 
with the Rachel Cohens and 

Ben Steins being married by Uni
tarian ministers to John Christian
sons and Christine Browns. Our 
Jewish future is leaving because we 
are too damn open-minded. 

I love being Jewish, but for years 
we have bent over backward trying 
to make Judaism fit every taste. W e 
need some non-negotiables, new 
commandments. Here's my version 
of the new Ten Commandments. 

• Jewish grandchildren 
You want them, right? Then raise 

your childsen to be Jewish. Chil
dsen do not decide religion; par
ents do. No matter who you marry, 
decide ahead of time that the kids 
will be brought up as Jews. 

• Belief in God is not required 
Enough with Jews opting out of 

Judaism because they "don't believe 
in God." You do not need to believe 
in God (whatever that even means) 
to be a good Jew. Meaningful Juda
ism can be about values, tradition, 
culture and community. 

• Hebrew school 
I didn't like it. You didn't like it. 

Our kids don't either. Some creative 
people are thinking about more 
creative ways to Jewishly educate 
our children. Until they find it, we 
should send our kids to Hebrew 
school. I know it will conflict with 
soccer or other activities. But the 
values, history and character that 
our children learn from becoming 
members of the Jewish community 
mean much more than being on 
another traveling softball team. 

• Get to Israel 
It is your responsibility to take 

your family to Israel. A family who 
does a safari in Africa and ski trips 
to Vail, but still hasn't brought the 
children to Israel should be embar
rassed. Israel is not scary, what is 
scary is the thought of the Middle 
East without Israel. It is shame
ful that, because of Birthright, the 
Jewish community pays the bill for. 
doing what Jewish parents should 
be doing. 

• End boring synagogue 
C'mon, rabbis! We are count

ing on you, and many of you 
are badly failing us. Would you 
choose to pray at your synagogue 
if you weren't the rabbi? If not, 
then change it up! Be creative, be 
humorous and be spiritual. Did you 
hear about the services in Corpus 
Christi where they gave away cars, 
bikes and televisions to people just 
for coming to services? I bet you 
rolled your eyes. I did, too - until I 
watched the service on You Tube. It 
was fun, invigorating and inspiring! 

wwwjvhri.org 

I stopped rolling my eyes. 
• Give to Jewish causes 
Millions of non-Jews give to 

the United Way, cancer research 
and Princeton University. While a 
basic Jewish value is to improve the 
world, it would be nice if Jews could 
improve the Jewish world, too. We 
need to make sure that much of our 
philanthropy is directed to Jewish 
causes. We are the ONLY ones 
who will support our own. 

• Jewish camp 
Jewish camp may be the savior of 

the Jewish people. I am not talk
ing about camp with a lot of Jewish 
kids, but Jewish overnight camp 
where they teach Jewish values in a 
hip way. Jewish camp can light the 
spark inside your children that will 
make them love and identify with 
their cool Judaism in ways that we 
just can't seem to teach at home. 

• Join a synagogue 
I can hear the complaints already, 

but this one is important. Judaism 
is a communal religion. It is very 
difficult to do solo. If you are not a 
synagogue member, but come twice 
a year expecting to enjoy it, you will 
feel like a disappointed outsider. 

• Bar/bat mitzvah projects 
Mitzvah projects, where the 

celebrant performs a community 
service project, may be the only 
positive change that has taken place 
in the bar/bat mitzvah world in 
the past 20 years. Many children, 
in lieu of gifts, are asking guests 
to donate to their chosen mitzvah 

project. While all mitz.vah projects 
are good, Jewish/Israel mitz.vah 
projects are great. At least half of 
the money should be for Jewish/ 
Israel organizations. 

• Shabbat 
Friday night is family Shabbat -

period. It doesn't matter if you cook 
a chicken or order in a pizza. But 
light the candles, make a blessing 
over wine and challah and bless 
your children. If you don't have 
challah, make a blessing over a 
pretzel. Stay home and make this 
a family night. Will yoUL teenag
ers sometimes hate you for ruining 
their lives as you make them miss 
Friday-night dances, football games 
and sleepovers? Yes. D eal with it. 
(In our home, we have a negotiated 
rule: Our daughters can miss thsee 
Shabbats per school year). 

• Honorable mention: Day 
school 

My husband and I do not send 
our children to day school, but 
many people swear by it, so give it 
ago. 

You probably have an issue with 
one commandment or another. Of 
course you do: you're Jewish. Write 
your own column, but remember: 
We are a people in crisis and we 
should act like it. 

Archie Gottesman, of Summit, NJ 
is a recent graduate of the 14"exner Her
itage Program and a board member of 
the Foundation for Jewish Camp ing. 

' I 
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New interim director for JCCRI 
Kilbridge brings 

business, legal 
expertise 

Bv Vo,cE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

PROV1DENCE- Doug Emanuel, 
president of the board of the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island, announced earlier this week 
that Vincent ("Vin") Kilbridge has 
been hired to serve as the interim 
director of the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island (JCCRI). 
He will begin work at the JCCRI, 
effective Dec. 7. 

K.ilbridge brings his expertise as a 
banker and a lawyer to the JCCRI; 
he most recently served as a trust 
administrator at Citizens Bank. 
In addition, he and his wife, Gina, 
and their sons, Cole and Theo, 
have been JCCRI members for 10 
years. Cole and Theo have attended 
J-Camp for many years and the 
family lives near the JCCRI. 

Emanuel wrote, in an email to 
staff, "Vin's primary objectives in 
this interim period are to continue 
to provide the supervision and 
oversight that Leslie instilled. In 

addition, he will assist in the trans
formation, integration and reorga
nization of the JCCRI staff, the 
JFRI staff and the BJE staff into 
the staff of the Jewish Alliance of 
Greater Rhode Island, and help 
shape the culture and organization 
of the Alliance. When the perma
nent director is hired, that person 
will be able to hit the ground run
ning." 

Emanuel, who has worked 
with Kilbridge for several years in 
other volunteer initiatives, wrote, 
"Although this presents a career 
change for him, I have every confi
dence in his abilities." 

A Providence resident for 15 
years, Ki.lbridge talked briefly with 
The Voice & Herald on Dec. 6, one 
day before he officially begins work 
at the JCCRI. 

Eager to work with an organiza
tion that he's been involved with 
as a member or the past 10 years, 
Kilbridge calls a smooth transition 
the most important issue he will 
face. "I can look with an objective 
eye at the corporate structure," he 
said. "While nonprofit groups can 
generally work without a lot of 
structure, in today's economy, it 
makes sense to consolidate into one 

VINCENT KILBRIDGE 

organization, when the agencies all 
have the same goal." 

And, Kilbridge shared his con
nection with Emanuel: They've 
coached Little League together for 
many years; and K.ilbridge is the 
president of the Fox Point Little 
League. The rest of the family has 
developed strong ties to the Provi
dence community, as well. Gina, 
is the curator of ancient art at the 
RISD Museum; Theo (13 in Janu
ary), is in the seventh grade at 
Nathan Bishop Middle School; and 
Cole, 10, is a fifth grader at the Paul 
Cuffee School. 

Where will homeless 
individuals sleep 

this winter? 
Bv Vo,cE & H EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI. org 

PROV1DENCE - It could be 
a long, cold winter for individu
als who are homeless in Rhode 
Island this year. This winter, 
some 300 homeless individu
als may have no place to sleep 
other than on shelter floors, in 
shelter chairs or outside. How
ever, representatives from the 
interfaith community - includ
ing the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbi and the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island (JFRI) - are 
issuing "A Call for <;ompassion 
on Hanukkah," asking individu
als to contribute funds to the 
Rhode Island Coalition for the 
Homeless' emergency- shelter 
fund. When you see a collection 
box at your synagogue or Jewish 
communal organization, please 
donate generously. 

One hundred percent of the 
funds donated will go to fund 
emergency winter shelters. 

For more informah'on, contact 
Marty Cooper, ]FRl's community 
relations director, 421-4111 ext. 
171, or mcooper@jFRiorg. 

To donate, look for collection 
boxes at Jewish communal agencies 
and synagogues around the stale, or 
send a check to JFRL 130 Sessions 
St. , Providence, RI 02906 (mark 
your check with ''Emergency Shel
ter Fund" notation); visit www. 
JFRI.org and click on the Emer
gency Shelter Fund button; send a 
check to the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis with notation, ''Emergency 
Shelter Fund," and mail to Rabbi 
Mordechai Rackover, Brown 
RISD Hillel, 80 Brown St., Prov
idence, RI 0290; or visit www. 
rihomeless.org. 

Sax made significant changes to the JCCRI 
Interim executive ...... (Sam) Lewis, as the sports and lio of responsibilitie~ include the is still falling short. 

recreation director. She's initi- Hanukkah dinner and the RI Membership is a challenge; 
director heads to ated some new programs - the Kosher Chili Cook-off. Cohen our closest competitors are the 

West Coast 
Bv Vo1CE & HEn ALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island (JCCRI) officially bade 
farewell to Leslie Sax, the 
JCCRI's interim executive direc: 
tor, on Friday, Dec. 3. She and 
her husband, Dr. Harry Sax -
The Miriam Hospital's former 
chief of surger-y - are moving to 
Los Angeles, where he will be 
Cedars-Sinai's vice chair of the 
department of medicine. With 
two master's degrees in public 
health and business administra-
tion, she hopes to work in the 
JCC world or in health care. 

Sax, who came to the JCCRI 
on Jan. 1, 2009, had previous 
JCC experience, as the former 
assistant director of the Greater 
Rochester (N.Y.) JCC for three 
years. More recently, when she 
was recruited to the position here; 
she was a JCCRI vice president -
the first volunteer to turn profes
sional, sa id Doug Emanuel, the 
JCCRI board president. 

"Leslie's contributions to the 
JCCRI and the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community cannot 
be overstated," said Emanuel. 
"She has changed the way we 
think, conduct business and serve 
our members - all for the better." 

Sax talked with the newspaper 
about the highlights - and cha l
lenges - of her 11-month tenure. 

Q; What changes did you 

LESLIE SAX 

family flag football team, drop-in is eager to bring programming YMCA and Boston Sports Club. 
volleyball for adults and a basket- involving artists and authors to Here, we offer more wellness pro-
ball league that Brown University the JCCRI. grams and focus on the personal 
basketball players coach. Shannon Boucher was named touch. JCCRI membership offers 

And ]-Fitness has a new the director of children's pro- members reciprocity at many 
stretching area. Some people gramming, so she oversees Kids' other JCCs, and free group exer
miss the TV, but a lot of people Nite Out, summer and vacation cise classes. 
are using the area. camps, ]-Space, etc. Q; Any advice for the future? 

Q; The ]-Fitness change is Q; What else do you wish A: Whoever (takes over) should 
only one example of physi- you'd accomplished? nurture, support and guide the 
cal improvements. What else A: There can always be more dedicated staff and lay leadership, 
has been done to spruce up the improvements - heating and air and help the JCCRI reach its full 
building? conditioning and renovations, for potential as a valuable commu-

A: The second floor lobby has example. nity asset. I couldn't have done 
new carpeting and Wi-Fi. We've We need to connect more with what I did without the amazing 

make in the early childhood painted in the early childhood our members; I want this to be a staff support and commitment. 
center? center. A big change was bring- second home for Jewish families. Q; What will you miss? 

A: When I arrived, there was ing in Dave McShane on a full- Jews have choices and we have to A: Definitely the people. 
no director. I hired Helen West time basis for all maintenance. offer quality programs that they won't miss winter or Rhode 
as the director of the early child- Q; What other new hires.? want to attend . I'd love to see Islanders driving in the snow. 
hood center in May. We spent a A: Stephanie Markoff Cohen, some kind of cafe with food ser- You can read more about some 
great deal of time working on our the adult arts and culture direc- vice. changes Sax reftrenced by visiting 
reaccreditation from the National tor, replaced Sue Suls, who On the money side, we're con- wwwjvhri.org or past issues ofThe 
Association for the Education retired last year. Cohen's portfo- trolling our expenses, but revenue Jewish Voice & Herald. 
of Young Children (NAEYC), 
which we recently received. 

Jee Young Lim, a graduate of 
Johnson & Wales University, now 
cooks for the children in the early 
childhood P.rogram. Before she 
came, some parents and children 
were dissatisfied with "everything 
being yellow and pasta." Lim 
cooks from 30 menus - prepared 
by Barbara Robinson, a Hasbro 
Hospital registered dietician -
that address growing children's 
nutritional needs. Factor in the 
need for a kosher, all-dairy, nut
free menu - and it 's even more 
challenging' 

Q; What imprint did you 
leave onJ-Fitness? 

A: I brought in Samantha 

TACEO 
(taking care of each other) 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 
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FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT 

Our work. is never done 
A 40-year 

Jewish journey 

F R THE PAST two 
ears, I've been writing 

you each month in this 
pace. Next month, my 

term as president of JFRI will end 
as JFRI merges into the Jewish 

A lli ance of 
-----· Greater Rhode 

Doris 
Feinberg 

Island, starting 
Jan. 1. 

During the 
past 40 years, my 
Jewish journey -
from Bayonne, 
NJ., to Newport 
- has been guided 
by a promise I 
made to myself 

had such a notion. 
Then, quite coincidentally, just 

last week, I had a conversation 
with Mel Alperin, a former JFRI 
president whose father also served 
in this capacity, and whose entire 
family has served as shepherds of 
our · Rhode Island Jewish com
munity. I asked him to join the 
board of the new entity. Now in 
his 70s, he still solicits more sup
port for our work than anyone else. 
H e agreed to join the board, and 
would not accept thanks. H e said 
to me, "Don't thank me for what is 
my responsibility." Mel showed me 
I was thinking about my upcom-

"lt's not about 
repayment - it's 

about perpetua11y 
fo11owing through 
on an ob1igation." 

COMMUNITY 

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS, above, a re on the 
scene after the deadly forest fire 

in northern Israel. 

FIREFIGHTERS, left , work to extinguish 
the flames in northern Israel, Friday, Dec. 
3. The worst forest fire in Israel's history 
devastated one of the country's few 
forested areas. 

when I reached adulthood: In 
gratitude to the Jewish community 
that served as a safety net for me 
during some difficult moments in 
my own childhood, I would dedi
cate myself to preserving a vibrant 
Jewish community (anywhere and 
everywhere) for those most vulner
able among us. 

My tenure as JFRI president has 
culminated in a historic merger of 
JFRI with the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education. Our 
leaders are taking this courageous 
initiative to preserve our 'Rhode 
Island Jewish community. So, have 
I now fulfilled my promise? Can 
I now "resign" from the volunteer 
world? Originally, I might have 

ing "retirement" in the wrong way. 
It's not about repayment - it's about 
perpetually following through on 
an obligation. 

FIRE brings new tragedy to Israel 

While I do feel I've kept my 
promise to myself, I've learned 
from Mel that my work is never 
done. I want to see this new merger 
through and help make sure our 
Jewish community is preserved 
forever. I will follow Mel's example 
and continue to work to ensure our 
collective strength - and perhaps 
set an example of my own. 

From Page 1 

tions; visit www.jfri.org. The JFRI 
will contribute 100 percent of the 
Emergency Relief Fund donations 
directly, to the relief effort. 

JFRI has been in touch with 
its partners in Israel - the Joint 
Distribution Committee, which 
provides emergency assistance 
and outreach assistance in evacu
ation, and the Jewish Agency For 

the young leadership network 
of the jewish federation 

of rhode island 
+ the alef list 

cordially invite you to 

state ultra lounge 
1 throop alley, providence 

vodka+latkes 
saturday, december 11, 2010 

7:30 pm - 10:30 pm 
$18 per person pre-registered I $25 at door 
includes 2 complimentary drinks + dietary laws observed 

share the light of hanukkah 
by bringing a suggested $10 gift card 

from target or stop & shop 

(cards will be distributed by 
jewish family service and 

the louis and goldie chester 
full plate kosher food pantry I 

rsvp www.JFRl.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

Israel. Both organizations are pro
viding rapid response to this disas
ter, which includes assisting the 
frail, the elderly, and other at-risk 
g roups; deploying local emergency 
response teams and psycho-social 
support for children and families; 
providing more than 1,500 shel
ter beds for evacuees, and creating 
temporary camping programs for 
displaced children. 

Thirty-five airplanes, includ
ing 24 from other countries, 
assisted Israel's firefighting efforts, 
reported the JT A. The American 
"Evergreen" Boeing 747 Super 
Tanker arrived on D ec. 5 and 
immediately was put into action 
with its 80,000 liters of water and 
fire retardant. 

JTA news reported that two 
teenage brothers from the Druze 

village of Ussifya arrested ,on 
Dec. 4 on suspicion of statting 
the fire were released; another 
teen, arrested after admitting to 
starting the Carmel Forest fire, 
was released from police custody 
to house arrest. He admitted to 
smoking a water pipe and dumping 
its embers into an open area before 
returning to school last week, the 
day the blaze erupted, near Uss
fiya. 

Countries as geographically · 
close as Turkey, Cyprus and 
Greece, as distant as the United 
States and Russia have assisted in 
the relief efforts. 

For more information about the 
.fire or relief efforts; contact Marty 
Cooper, ]FRI community relations 
director, at 421-4111 or mcooper@ 
jfri.org. 

Turning your dollars into action: 
$ 100,000 Matching Grant 

still available 
Bv CHRIS PARKER 

cparker@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - H ere at home, 
in Israel and in more than 60 other 
countries, Jewish people depend on 
you. Through your donation to the 
Annual Community Campaign, 
you deliver food, warm cloth
ing, education , shelter and most 
important - hoJ;?e, Thanks to a 
Sl00,000 matching grant for new 
gifts or gift increases, that donation 
can have double the impact. So 
please, take action. M ake a dona-

tion before the year is out. If you 
have already pledged, honor your 
existing pledge. Or get creative. 
Consider gifts of appreciated stock 
or giving charitable gifts as pres
ents - all of these turn your dollars 
into action. And any donations you 
make before December 31st may be 
tax-deductible. 

To donate, go to wwwJFRLorg, 
call 410-421-4111 ext.165 or mail • 
your check made out to Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island to 130 Sessions 
Sh·eet, Providence, RI 02906. 

$100,000 MATCHING GRANT FOR ALL NEW GIFTS AND GIFT 
INCREASES FOR THE 2011 ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN! 

Take the challenge, double your impact! See below for more info ... 



COMMUNITY 
Brown 

JJ niversity 
Bears team 

up with 
JCCRI 
Bv B111AN S ULLI VAN 

bsullivan@JFRiorg 

PROVIDENCE - On Nov. 21, 
more than 30 children were on 
hand at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island QCCRI) 
to play basketball with some of 
their favorite athletes fro!)1 the 
Brown University men's bas
ketball team. The entire Brown 
Bears basketball team showed 
up for the event, while four 
members from the team will be 
present each Sunday through the 
end of the season. The Brown 
Bears volunteer to help coach the 
6-8-year-olds from 1:15 - 2:15 
p.m. and the 9-12-year-olds from 
2:20 - 3:20 p.m. 
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The first half of each session 
consists of drills and skill train
ing; during the second half, kids 
get the chance to showcase their 
talents in real-game situations. 
The JCCRI's Sunday youth bas
ketball league runs through 
March 6, so it's not too late to 

BROWN UNIVERSITY MEN'S basketball team helps coach the JCCRI Sunday youth basketball league. 

play! 
And for parents who want to 

join in on the fun, the fousth and 
final family flag football day of the 
season is scheduled for Sunday, 
Dec. 12. Members of the Brown 

/Yisca Shalev 

'Twister-ing' around Israel · 

0 N OCT. 6, YISCA 
Shalev, our Jewish 
community's Israeli 
emissary, led a 

program for students at South 
County H ebrew School about 
Israel. Using the Bureau ofJewish 
Education of Rhode Island's over
size map oflsrael, Shalev incorpo-

rated teaching the students about 
Israel's cities and towns into a 
game of Twister! 

Shalev has done the same pro
gram with students at Temple 
Beth-El, Temple Emanu-El, 
Temple Am David, Temple 
H abonim and at the Jewish Com
munity-Day School. 

Bears football team put parents 
and children through quarter
back1 wide receiver and running 
back drills, followed by a parent/ 
child/ Brown scrimmage. After 
working up an appetite kids and 

parents head over to Hope Street 
Pizza for food and the Patriots 
game. 

The ]FRI is a partner agency of 
the]FRI 

For more information contact 
Samantha L ewis at slewis@jccri.org 
or 861-8800 ext. 117. 

Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 
presents 

THE SALON SERIES 
Join with other Jewish professionals in their 20's and early 30's 
for great discussions, schmoozing, a drink and a nosh ... 

Saturday, December 11 
vodka+ latkes 
7:30 pm - 10:30 pm 
State Ultra Lounge 
1 Throop Alley, Providence 
$18 per person pre-registered 
$25 at the door 

Thursday, December 16 
Meet Cantor Rick Perlman 
from Temple Am David, Warwick 
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Barnes and Noble 
Bald Hill Road, Warwick 
RSVP by 12/14 

RSVP to Wendy Joering wjoering@JFRl.org or 401-421-4111 x1 69 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 

Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

£Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 
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Friday tic Happening East Greenwich Lunch & Jewish Family Service, 959 N. Temple Torat Yisrael , 1251 

Massage, reflexology, Reiki and Learn Main St., Providence Middle Road, East Greenwich 

Dec.10 a light lunch. Topic: "Tattoos on Jews: 6-7 p.m. 10 a.m. 

Yiddish Shmooz The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Kosher or Not?" Participants 
More info: Peg Boyle at 331- More info: 785-1800 

Assisted Living Residence, 3 order from the menu, and Rabbi 
5437 or peg@jfsri .org Enjoy a bisse/ of Yiddish 

Shalom Drive, Warwick Amy Levin leads the discussion. Family First Shabbat Morning 
conversation. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Road, Cantor Perlman at Alef List Service 
Jewish Community Center of 

11 a.m.-3p.m. 
East Greenwich Salon Series Interactive service led by Rabbi 

Rhode Island (JCCRI). 401 More info: Dianne at 732-0037 Meet Cantor Rick Perlman Joel Seltzer for families of all Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 
Elmgrove Ave, Providence 

or dianneg@tamariskri .org of Temple Am David arid join ages. Davey Rosen, assistant 
More info: 785-1800 

9:30 a.m. Family Days Flag Football Jewish professionals in their director, Camp Ramah New 

Drills and games coached National Council Jewish 20s and 30s for discussions, England, will speak; lunch 
More info: 861-8800 shmoozing, a drink and a nosh. follows. 

by Brown University football Women Hosts Ann Hood 
players followed by pizza and Guest speaker Ann Hood, Barnes & Noble, Bald Hill Road, Temple Emanu-EI Fishbein 

K'Tantan Shabbat Patriots at Hope Street Pizza. author of The Red Thread, The Warwick Chapel , 99 Taft Ave ., Providence 

Age-appropriate Shabbat For parents and kids, ages 5-17. Knitting Circle and Comfort, 7 - 9 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 
service for families with very JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave, speaks at the open program More info: Wendy Joe ring at More info: Rabbi Seltzer at 
young children led by-Rabbi Providence meeting 421-4111 ext. 169 or wjoering@ jseltzer@teprov.org 
Sarah Mack and Debbie 12:30 p.m. JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave ., jfri.org 
Waldman, followed by Shabbat Providence Fishel Bresler & Shelley Katsh 
dinner. $5 per person, $20 maximum 

7 p.m. 
Hug N'hamah: Circle of Perform 

Herman L. Bennett Chapel, 
per family Consolation Klezmer and Hasidic tunes in a 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard More info: Samantha at 861 - $5/members, $7.50/ Bereavement discussion group cozy coffee house setting. 

Ave., Providence 8800 ext. 117 or slewis@jccri . nonmembers facilitated by Dr. Judith Lubiner, Brooklyn Coffee Tea House, 209 

5:30 p.m. 
org. More info: Debora h Chorney a licensed psychologist, and Douglas Ave ., Providence 

at 788-9559 or debchorney@ Rabbi Amy Levin. 
More info: 331-6070 Monday yahoo.com Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 

8 p.m. 

Early Kabbalah Shabbat Ave., Cranston More info: breslersmusic@ 

Dec.13 .Wednesday gmail.com 
Family-style Shabbat services 7:30 p.m. 
with Rabbi Joel Seltzer, Hebrew Play Dec.15 More info: 785-1800 Sunday followed by community dinner, Hebrew immersion experiences 
PJ library story time and craft with songs, stories, and games Senior Cafe Friday Dec.19 project. for kids, birth to 2. Topic: What Is Falun Dafa? 
Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Art Gallery, JCCRI, 401 Yoga and meditation for body Dec.17 The Magic of Robert Austin 
-Providence and mind. Actor/magician Robert Austin Elmgrove Ave, Providence Shabbat Alive/Shabbat Chai appears at annual Ira S. and 5:45 p.m. 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave ., Service Anna Galkin Hanukkah event. Providence More info: Sondra at331-1616 More info: hebrewplayri@ Interactive Shabbat servic~ 

Noon - lunch; 12:45 p.m. - Temple Torat'tisr.ael,, 330 Park 
New Members Shabbat gmail.com, 617-871-9717 or with continuous congregational Ave ., Cranston 

www.hebrewplay.org. program participation combines musical 
Traditional Shabbat dinner to $3 lunch donation for 60+ and instruments with traditional 3 p.m. 
honor new members follows JERI Satellite Office Hours under 60 disabled and new melodies. A new More info: 785-1800 
Shabbat services. JERI Director Susan Adler and prayer book with translations More info: Neal Drobnis or 21+ Adults Only Football Night Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner Assistant Director Ethan Adler Lucy Flam at 861-8800 ext. 107 and transliterations makes this 
St., Warwick will be available to counsel service accessible to everyone. Play a one-hour scrimmage at 

6:15 p.m. seniors and their families. There is a Senior Cafe at this Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
JCCRI, then go to Hope Street 

Ethan will also be available for location every Wednesday Pizza to eat and watch the 
More info: 463-7944 Providence 

Patriots game. $2 off pizzas; $2 pastoral counseling. and Friday. 
Brightview Commons, 57 

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. off appetizers; free pitchers of 

Saturday Grandeville Court, Wakefield Thursday More info: 331-1616 or Cantor soda. 

1 -2:30 p.m. 
Brian Mayer at bjmayer@ JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 

Dec.11 Dec.16 teprov.org Providence 
More info: Susan Adler at 621-

Vodka + Latkes 5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org Temple Torat Yisrael's Crans- Saturday 
7 p.m. 

Share Hanukkah with the Young ton/Warwick Lunch & Learn $5 per person, $20 maximum 
Leadership Network and the Tuesday See Dec. 14 entry for more Dec.18 per family 
Alef List. 

information. More info: 
State Ultra Lounge, 1 Throop Dec.14 Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 

K'Tantan B'Yachad (Young 
Samantha at861-8800 ext.117 

Alley, Providence 
Warwick Ave., Warwick 

Family Shabbat Together) 
or slewis@jccri.org. 

7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Senior Cafe A 45-minute lay-led service 

Guest Yisca Shalev, Israel emis-
Noon - 1 :30 p.m. for families with children, Monday $18 preregistered, $25 at the 

sary, will share information about More info: 785-1800 aged toddler and older. Songs, 
door; includes 2 drinks games and crafts help children Israel. Dec.20 More info: www.jfri.org JERI Satellite Office Hours and families.learn about 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Shabbat. JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Sunday 
Ave ., Cranston See Oec.13 entry for more 

11 :15 a.m. - program; noon - information. Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
See Oec.13 entry for more 

lunch Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk Ave., Providence 

Dec.12 Assisted Living Residence, 3 9:30 a.m. - service, 10:15 a.m. - CALENDAR, Page 11 
$3 lunch donation for 60+ and Shalom Dr., Warwick Kiddush with congregation Sisterhood Book Review under 60 disabled 

Group discusses Zipporah, Wife 1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. More info: Rob Massi at 331- Calendar Submissions 
More info: Neal or Steve at 

of Moses by Marek Halter. More info: Susan Adler at 621- 6070 or Rm assi@temple-beth- Please note: Our next issue of 
781 -1771 The Voice & Herald will be pub-

Temple Torat Yisrael, 1251 5374 or sad ler-jeri@jsari.org el.org 
lished on Dec. 24. Please send cal-

Middle Road, East Greenwich There is a Senior Cafe at Family Shabbat Service endar items for that issue by Dec. 
this location every Monday Adoption Options lnforma- 13. Calendar items for the Jan. 7 

9:30 a.m. tional Meeting New family prayer book, 
through Friday. issue are due Dec. 27. 

More info: 785-1800 For those who are cons idering interactive service and Shabbat Send all calendar items to 

adoption and want to learn ce lebration followed by nkirsch@JFRl.org with the subject 
Autumn Open House & Holis- more about available options. Kiddush lunch. line of"CALENDAR." 

wwwjvhri.org 
QlO.JTrlV\;WWW 
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COMMUNITY 

JCCRI AFTER-SCHOOL students and staff meet Casan'g~';;'_'" 111••n 

Children witness the impact 
of their mitzvot 

SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, 
children attending the 
JCCRI's after-school program 

made treats for rescued animals. 
O n Nov. 22, Lauralin Sitterly of 
the Rhode Island Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(RISPCA) brought in Casanova, 
a rescued bunny, to show the stu
dents - kindergarten through sixth 

grade - his progress: He gained 
four pounds in two weeks, thanks 
in part to their treats. Students Leo 
Eberman and Oliver Denis and staff 
member Isaac Zussman are also 
pictured. 

JCCRl's after-school program is 
partnering with RISPCA to raise 
awareness of animal issues in Rhode 
Island. 

CALENDAR 
From Page 10 

information. 
Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Road, Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 
621-5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari. 
org. 

Thursday 

Dec.23 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See Oec.13 entry for more 
information. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

9:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 
621-5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari. 
org. 

Sterry Street 
Auto Transport 

• Company 
Owned 
Equipment 

• Fully Insured 

• Door to Door 
Service Also 
Available 

• Satellite 
Tracking 

WEEKLY 
TRIPS TO 
FLORIDA 

Call for a Free Price Quote! 

888-761-6778 
Serving the 

East Coast & Midwest 
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Pawtucket couple can remain 
in their own home 

BY PATTY HARWOOD 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - For anyone 
who wonders if a donation to the 
Annual Community Campaign 
actually makes a difference, this 
story is for you. 

About this time last year, a 
man in his early 60s who lives in 
Seattle called Jewish Family Ser
vice QFS) asking for help with his 
parents who live in Pawtucket. 

His parents own their own 
home and have always lived 
within their means, but they are 
not wealthy. More than five years 
ago, his mother was diagnosed 
with Parkinson's disease; she 
was supported by her husband 
and daughter, until the daugh
ter's untimely death at age 59. 
Now her husband was having 
difficulty caring for her, but was 
fearful that she would be placed 
in a nursing home if he asked for 
help. After 64 years of marriage, 
her husband couldn't bear being 
apart from her, but he didn't feel 
he could provide the care she 
needed either. 

During a visit to Rhode Island, 
his son saw first-hand how much 
the couple was failing. Both his 
parents had lost weight and they 
were not eating nutritious meals. 
His mother's personal hygiene 
had deteriorated, as had the 
house maintenance. As neither 
parent could safely access the 
washer and dryer in the base
ment, laundry was piling up. The 

son told JFS that he thought both 
parents might need nursing home 
placement, but that they would 
never agree to it. 

This call for help from across 
the country is not unusual for JFS 
and its AgeWell RI information 
and referral program. After we 
assessed the immediate 

sentiments and appreciates the 
excellent communication he has 
with the program's nurse man
agers. "Without the information 
from the nurses, I wouldn't know 
about the changes in their health 
status. I would worry about them 
all the time," he said. 

Answers .. Guidance .. Direction 

needs of the couple, we 
referred them to the JFS 
Kosher Nutrition Pro
gram for kosher home
delivered meals and to 
Home Care Solutions, 
another JFS program 
which provides certi
fied nursing assistants 
(CNAs) to help with 

401.223.2335 866.524.3935 
{Toll Free} 

personal care, meal ~l"flf1'1StfltviJ!T-',Smttt,1MUSom,4p,cyu.,1tto~CDIMWiJyCt1111r 

preparation, house keep
ing, laundry, shopping, 
medication reminders and assis
tance with walking. All CNAs 
have received training specific to 
the needs of Jewish clients and 
their households. This fosters a 
sense of trust with the workers 
and a connection to the Jewish 
community. 

One year later, this collabora
tive approach by caring people 
is making a real difference in 
the quality of life the Pawtucket 
couple now enjoy. The husband 
recently said to the Home Care 
Solutions nurse manager, "The 
ladies who take care of my wife 
are the tops. They are like family. 
I don't know what we would do 
without them." 

The son echoes his father's 

1hese programs make it pos
sible far this couple and many other 
seniors to remain living safely in 
the community. Home Care Solu
tions and the Kosher Nutrition 
Program of]FS are supported by the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
through the generosity of your dona
tions. Please help us keep seniors 
and people with disabilities living 
at home safely with your continued 
support. 

Patty Harwood is the director 
of elderly service at Jewish Family 
Service. To learn more about JFS 
or any of its programs, please visit 
wwwjfsri.org. Contact Patty Har
wood at patty@jfrsri.org. 

JFS is a partner agency of/FRI. 

TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

2010/ 5 771 ANNUAL GALKIN PROGRAM 
SPONSORED BY THE IRAS. &ANNA GALKIN CHARITABLE TRUST 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT 

V()IJtVT AIJ~TI,._ ~f31C 

wwwjvhri.org 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 19, 2010 
3:00 P.M. 
TEMPLE TO RAT YISRAEL 

3 30 PARK AVENUE, CRAN STON, RI 
CALL 7 8 5 - 1 800 
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DEDICATION of new building honors memory of Samdperil 

From Page 1 

prominent members of the Jewish 
community. Many of those pres
ent, including Mel Alperin, Ed 
Feldstein, Judy Mann (represent
ing her husband, Robbie Mann), 
Marcia Riesman (on behalf of her 
late husband, Robert Riesman), 
Hershey (and Myrna) Rosen, 
Herb Stern and Flo Tilles (on 
behalf of her late husband, Norm 
T illes), had served, as had Sam
dperil, as Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island QFRI) board presi
dents. 

"Charlie wou1d 
offer a light story 

or a funny joke 
and it wou1d 

break the tension. 
He was a rea1 

consensus bui1der." 

Rabbi Wayne f ranklin 

In comments to the gathering 
of employees, family members, 
friends and clergy, Schuster said, 
"Naming this building for him in 
the presence of so many members 
of the Jewish community is a sign 
oflove and support for my dad ." 

Schuster recognized and 
acknowledged many individuals 
who helped make the plan a 
reality, including her stepson 
Andrew Schuster, who joined 

the business four-and-a-half 
years ago; her husband, Michael 
Schuster, and several business 
associates, including Mat Shuster, 
a dear family friend who, despite 
the nearly identical name, is not 
related! 

Interviewed later, Mat Shuster 
sa id, "I have had a list all my adult 
life of good people - and there 
aren't five people on that list. 
You have to have a certain kind
ness and soul; Charlie had both." 
Mat, a Narragansett neighbor of 
the Samdperils, had worked with 
Charlie on many Jewish commu
nity projects. 

Grateful that she was able to 
work so closely with her father 
in the family business for a few 
years, Schuster said, "W e see his 
face, his sm ile and we remember 
his stories; we feel his presence 
always," she said . "Ifhe were here, 
he'd truly be kve/ling." 

Although this corporate move 
was from one location (225 
Conant St.) to another in Paw
tucket, Providence Yarn Com
pany was originally in Providence, 
according to Ann Goldstein, 
whose mother, Beatrice, was one 
of Charlie's two sisters. 

Given that, the tongue-in
cheek comment by James D oyle, 
outgoing mayor of Pawtucket, 
will likely never be realized, "I 
have only one wish - that you 
might change the name from 
Providence Yarn Company to 
Pawtucket Yarn Company ... it'd 
be wonderful." 

Yarn, said Rabbi A lvan Kaun
fer, is a perfect symbol for Char
lie, for whom fami ly, the Jewish 

/Nancy Kirsch 

is more than ... beautiful yarns" on 
page 14 for more about the busi
ness) was all I ever knew," said 
Schuster. "When I was little, it 
was my grandfather, my father, 
my Uncle Albie and my father's 
brothers-in-law.. . it was a real 
family sort of thing. During 
school vacations, I'd come and 
work the switchboard." 

RABBI WAYNE FRANKLIN and RUTH SAMDPERIL 

In a post-event exchange, 
Schuster wrote, "It is such an 
honor to carry on our family busi
ness. My father and his brother 
and sisters carried on the busi
ness and now I have the good 
fortune to build on its strong his
tory and grow and change it with 
the times. I feel fortunate that 
Andrew Schuster works with me 
now, continuing our company 
to yet another generation. I find 
comfort knowing that some
where, somehow, my father sees 
this and is smiling." community and the commu

nity at large were all interwoven 
together. 

"I spent a lot of time with 
Charlie," said Rabbi Franklin . 
"Sometimes at JFRI or Temple 
Emanu-El board meetings, we'd 
be struggling with tough ideas, 
and Charlie would offer a light 
story or a funny joke and it would 
break the tension. H e was a real 
consensus builder." 

He was so pleased and so proud, 
added Franklin, that Terry worked 
with him in the business. Frank
lin and his wife, Anne, a knitting 
customer of The Yarn Outlet, the 
retail side of Providence Yarn 
Company, are delighted with the 
new, easier-to-access location. 

I ronically, neither Schuster nor 

Goldstein knits, though some of 
the next generation had their first 
knitting lessons during the Nov. 
28 dedication. 

"I learned how to knit, crochet 
and needlepoint; Sophie [Isa
dore's wife] made sure all the girls 
learned [those skills]," recalled 
Goldstein. Goldstein said that 
Sophie was right-handed and she 
is left-handed. 

To this day, Schuster keeps in 
her office an afghan that her Nana 
Sophie made years ago. Schuster 
hasn't taken up knitti ng, though 
she's been taught how, more than 
once. She was quick to add that 
The Yarn Outlet offers knitt ing 
classes and regular "sit 1n knit" 
kni tting sessions during store 
hours (Monday through Saturday, 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 

"Providence Yarn Company 
(see "Providence Yarn Company 

Schuster spoke with warmth 
and affection for her mother, Ruth 
Samdperil; her siblings, Stephen 
Samdperil, Karyn Rosenfield 
and D ebra Samdperil; and her 
sons, Bryce and Skyler Lavalla . 
Although none of them is pres
ently involved in the family busi
ness, everyone except Stephen and 
Skyler were present for the festive 
event. 

The day's events included the 
installation of the mezuzzah, the 
recitation of the Shehekheyanu 
and, as at nearly every Jewish 
gathering, lots of delicious food. 

"It's a sweet, sweet day," said 
Ruth Samdperil, at the recep
tion. She and Charlie, who met 
one another as Hope High School 
students, were married for more 
than 50 years. 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

Wine and Food ... 
We have just the right wine 
for every meal you prepare 

East Side Prescription Center Has a 

Large Selection of Kosher Traditional 

and Kosher Varietal Wines in Addition 



COMMUNITY 

Schneider shops 

KN SCHNEIDER, 
ne of the many volun
ers for The Louis and 
oldie Chester Full 

Plate Kosher Food Pantry, goes 
shopping for food. 

If you - or others - need assistance 
with food, please contact Susan Adler 
at 621-5374. 1he Chester Pantry 
is located at 100 Niantic A ve. 

Providence; the hours of operation are 
Tuesday and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. Please v isit Jewish Seniors 
Agency at wwwjsari.org far a list of 
collection locations and items that are 
ne~ded for donation. 

1he Chester Pantry is partially 
funded by ]FRI, the Chester family 
and private donations. 

~ Committed to helping & serving 
our neighbors & communities. 

Ntw1 England 

34 local branches· AAA.com 
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Andrew Liss cooks ... 
/JSA 

PROVIDENCE - At the To 
Life Center Adult Day Services, 
a program of Jewish Seniors 
Agency QSA), all the clients 
are participating in a "journey 
to health" initiative. A waJkjng 
club has been started for clients 
who wish to participate in Shape 

Up Rhode Island, and Andrew 
Liss, a JSA board member, is 
volunteering each month to lead 
a healthy cooking demonstration 
for participants. Clients can par
ticipate in a daily exercise class, 
use the NuStep Cross-Trainer 
and attend health presentations 

by a staff nurse. 

Far more information about the 
To Life Center, visit www.jsari. 
org, Susan Adler at 621-5374 or 
sadler-jeri@jsari.org. 

1he]SA is a partner agency of the 
]FRI. 

Hanukkah at Tamarisk 
ON THE FIRST 

night of H anukkah 
- Wednesday, Dec. 1 
- the Jewish Seniors 

Agency President Susan Bazar 
kicked off T amarisk's Hanukkah 
celebration by kindling Tamarisk's 
community menorah. 

Others in attendance were JSA's 
Executive Director Paul Bar-

www.BonnieSellsHouses.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent 
in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-37 4-4488 

rette, Tamarisk Resident Board 
Members Al Feinstein and D oro
thy Lippman, Tamarisk Execu
tive Director Roberta Ragge and 
Bazar's daughter, Allie. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
1\ltomqGt>i1rrul 1993-/999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
Jr.FFREY B. PIN~. 

BRIAN G. GOI.DSTE[N 

321 South Main St. · Suite 302 
Providence. RI • 401.351.8200 

Summit Pla1.a • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI · 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

ThtRl~ (owt!ianses,l llw}'ffi .. tht9'Millpooi(!aflaw. 
Thtcvwt~nolkll'IWOl'<fflifj-,Llw)ffl~.-."""'1 

or~t~lll'r/M:lorpr1<tkt. 
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_Friendly visitor 
program brings joy to 

visitors and visitees 
Prayer for healing, 

'Mi Shebeirah,' 
offers sustenance 

Bv MICHELE KErn 
Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

AS A "FRIENDLY vis
itor" for Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island 
OERI), a program of 

Jewish Seniors Agency OSA), I 
visit Jewish nursing home resi
dents throughout Rhode I sland. 
I find these visits very rewarding 
and have developed relationships 
with those that I have visited 
over the past 10 years. A smi le 
of recognition from someone who 
is memory impaired, a welcoming 
hug and other forms of thanks 
make my visits personal. 

I frequently share my present life 
through stories and photos with my 
nursing home friends. I love to sing 
and will many times sing to them, 
which residents, their visitors and 
staff all enjoy. Often someone who 
is not able to be verbally expressive 
will burst into song with me. I've 
put a smile on the lips of the most 
depressed resident by just bursting 
into the song, "Five Foot Two," 
complete with hand motions. 

So it was that I recently visited 
a woman who I've seen for years. 
In all that time, I never found her 
out-of-sorts or ill; we've always 
had very pleasant chats and we 
both looked forward to my visits. 
It was a shock to me to walk into 
the room to find her curled up 
sleeping in her bed (she's always 
sitting in a chair when I visit). 
Her family was gathered around 

the foot of her bed. She had, they 
said, "taken a turn ." 

When I explained who I was, 
they expressed their gratitude, as 
they had heard so much about me 
from their relative. I read a prayer 
to them and my sleeping friend as 
I always do when I visit. The need 
to give comfort overcame me, so 
I asked if could sing to them. I 
sang "M i Shebeirah," the tradi
tional prayer for a safe and speedy 
recovery, to my sleeping friend. 
Her daughter said my song was 
healing not on ly to her mother, 
but to her and the other members 
of the gathered family. It was a 
double mitzvah. Actually, a triple 
mitzvah, because that beautiful 
song also helped me. 

Michele Keir is the activity pro
grammer far JERI. 

For more information about 
]ERL contact Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org. 

Jewish Seniors Agency is a partner 
agency of ]FRI. 

> Lower heating oil prices to fit your lifestyle and budget 
> Convenient automatic delivery 
> Service plan option available 
Call today to find out about our special offers! 

D:BLOIS 
OIL COMPANY 

401.351.HEAT( 4328) 
"Additional terms & oonditlons may apply. Uc.No RI POL #53.02010 Deblois. 2_10160 

IJ Finduson 

1 · Facebook 
WWW.JVHRI.ORG 

TERRY SCHUSTER and James Doyle, the outgoing mayor of Pawtucket, on Nov. 28. 

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

Providence Yarn Company is 
more than ... beautiful yarns 

Third generation of 
family now in charge 

Bv NA NCY KmSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

PAWTUCKET - Terry Schuster 
is the owner and president of 
the Providence Yarn Company, 
founded 80 years ago by her 
grandfather, Isadore Samdperil. 
She has clear childhood memories 
ofher grandfather and a great uncle, 
as well as her aunts, uncles and 
father, all working in the business. 
In 1986, Albie (Schuster's uncle) 
retired from the business and her 
father, Charl ie, became president. 
She joined the company in 2002 
as a vice president and, when her 
dad retired in 2005, she became 
company president. H e consulted 
in the business until shortly before. 
his death in December 2006. 

Schuster is confident that 
Providence Yarn Company bas 

a strong future, as her stepson, 
Andrew Schuster, joined the 
company several years ago, and 
has made so many contributions 
in his short tenure. He currently 
serves as the company's director 
of new business development. The 
three Schusters - Andrew, Terry 
and Terry's husband Michael -
collectively bought the building 
at 50 Division St., Pawtucket, the 
company's new home. 

Today, the company supplies 
industrial yarns to rope and narrow 
fabric (webbing) manufacturers, 
wire and cable companies, water 
filtration companies, companies 
using industrial yarns for medical 
applications and the automotive 
industry. Providence Yarn, said 
Schuster, does no manufacturing, 
but works closely with its custom
ers to find appropriately sourced 
products. 

In the earlier days, she said, the 
company was more focused on off-

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care· 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorallve lherapy • C AKosherfewishfacility ::J 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home · 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

wwwjvhri.org 

quality industrial yarns. "They'd 
sell to people who made rope or 
cordage for belts or straps," she 
said . "My dad and my uncles would 
buy close-outs from manufactur
ing companies or their off-goods, 
and they'd sell them as seconds." 

When Schuster came into the 
business in 2002, that market was 
shrinking, so she and her father 
discussed how they could build 
and grow this business. "Before I 
came to the company," said Schus
ter, "my dad always thought he'd 
retire and then the business would 
shut down, as no other family 
member was involved at that time." 

Today, she said, we sell to many 
of the same customers we've been 
selling forever, but we only sell • 
first-quality yarns sourced from all 
over the world to manufacturers 
throughout the U.S. and Canada 
and to others internationally. "We 
partner with manufacturers to be 
their supply chain partner, and we 
pride ourselves on good customer 
service. The retail yarn store, The 
Yarn Outlet, operates separately, 
which was established 40 or 50 
years ago." Fittingly named, The 
Yarn Outlet sells, at discount, 
yarns for knitting and crocheting. 

For more information about the 
Providence Yarn Company, visit. 
www.providenceyarn.com or read 
the story on page 1. 

For more information about 1he 
Yam Outlet, visit theyarnoutlet.com 
or call 722-5600. 

Editor~ Note: This is the first in 
an occasional series of stories ahout 
Jewish-owned multi-generational 
family husi11esses in greater Rhode 
Isla11d. If you want your family~ 
compa11y {of three or more genera
tio11s of ow11ership) to be profiled, 
co11tact us. Email nkirsch@JFRI. 
org with subject line: Family Busi
ness, or call Nancy Kirsch, executi.ve 
editor, at421-4111 ext. 168. 
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Warm up with these 
hearty and 

filling dishes 

Baby, it's cold outside 
is a great dish to make ahead, as it 3 to 4 cups of chicken or veg- Ingredients 

B Y VOICE & H EHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRlorg 

PROVIDENCE - Are you like 
me? Do you dread the dark days 
of winter and the accompanying 
snow, slush, ice and bitter winds? 
Or are you a 4'wintertime fan" who 
relishes the feel of the brisk wind 
whirling snowflakes through the 
air and the sight ofbrightly dressed 
children on a skating rink? 

W hatever your personality and 
preference for weather, it's get
ting cold and dark. We thought 
that these, disnes would warm our 
bones and stick to our ribs. Why 
not keep the chill away by invit
ing a group of friends over to col
lectively cook - make up a few 
recipes, split them up to share and 
everyone goes home with several 
nights' worth of delicious food. 
It's much more fun than cooking 
alone! 

Here are some recipes, all from 
Jewish Cooking for All Seasons, by 

Laura Frankel Qohn Wiley & 
Sons, Inc., 2006) that look tempt
ing. 

Vegetable tagine 
The cookbook notes, "This tagine 

seems to get better overnight. The etable stock 
cooked tagine can be stored in the 1/2 cup pitted dates, thinly 
refrigerator, covered, up to 5 days. sliced 
Reheat the tagine, covered, at 350 1/2 cup dried apricots, thinly 
degrees until hot, adding a cupful sliced 
of stock if the mixture seems dry." 1 cup pearled barley 

Ingredients 1/2 cup chopped fresh flat leaf 

1 tablespoon coriander seed 
1 2-inch cinnamon stick 
1 teaspoon fennel seed or anise 

seed 
2 whole cloves 
1/2 teaspoon chili flakes 
Olive oil 

. 1 medium Spanish onion, diced 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1 medium fennel bulb, trimmed 

and diced 
2 medium carrots, peeled and 

diced 
2 medium parsnips, peeled and 

diced -
1 acorn squash, peeled, seeded 

and diced 
1 butternut squash, peeled, 

seeded and diced 
1 large sweet potato, peeled and 

diced 
1 large russet potato, peeled and 

diced 
2 medium zucchini, diced 

/Jewish Cooking for All Seasons 

kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 

1/2 cup tomato paste 
1/2 cup dry white wine, such as 

Sauvignon Blanc 

parsley 
Method 

H eat a large saute pan and 
lightly coat the bottom of the pan 
with oil. Saute the vegetables, sea
soned lightly with oil and salt and 
pepper, in batches, until lightly 
browned, adding more olive oil 
between batches if needed. 

Transfer the vegetables to a 
tagine, a large deep casserole dish, 
or an enameled cast-iron Dutch 
oven. 

Lightly coat the pan with oil 
again and sear the tomato paste 
until visibly darkened, about 2 
minutes. Add the ground spices to 
the tomato paste and stir to com
bine. Add the wine and 3 cups of 
the stock, stirring to dissolve the 
paste, and then pour the liquid 
over the vegetables. 

Stir in the dates, apricots, barley, 
and salt and pepper to taste over 
the tagine. Roast about 1-and-1/2 
hours, until the barley is tender 
and most of the liquid has been 
absorbed. 
- Serves 8 generously. 

Slow-roasted short ribs 
The ribs can be1 .made 3 days 

ahead and stored in the refrigera
tor, covered. Reheat ribs, covered, 
at 300 degrees for about 30 min
utes, or until hot, but not dried out. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF 

10 pounds short ribs on the 
bone, but into 3-inch rib pieces 

3 large onions, roughly chopped 
6 garlic cloves, roughly chopped 
3 celery stalks, roughly chopped 
2 large carrots, peeled and 

roughly chopped · 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1 teaspoon ground coriander 
1/2 teaspoon ground fennel 

seeds 
2 tablespoons dried shallot or 

salt-free onion powder 
1 tablespoon salt-free dried 

garlic 
1 tablespoon sweet paprika 
1/2 'teaspoon pimenton (Spanish 

smoked paprika, which is available 
at specialty stores or online) 

kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 

Method 

Preheat oven to 275 degrees. 
Rinse the short ribs to remove 

any bone fragments and debris. Pat 
the ribs dry. 

Scatter the onions, garlic, celery 
and carrots in a large roasting pan 
(you may need 2 roasting pans to 
avoid crowding the pan). 

Stir together the spices (cumin 
through pirnenton) and liberally 
rub the ribs with the spice mix. 
Any remaining spice mix not used 
on the ribs may be stored in a 
closed container for up to 1 month. 

Maple mashed sweet potatoes 
The cookbook notes, "The sweet 

potatoes can be kept warm, cov
ered, for up to 2 hours, set over a 
warm water bath or on the back of 
the stove." 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years WWW.CH IN ES E I RONWOK.COM 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621 -3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

Ingredients 

2 to 3 sweet potatoes (about 3 
pounds), peeled and cut into large 
dice (you should have about 4 cups) 

1/2 to 1 cup warm chicken stock 
or water reserved from cooking 
sweet potatoes 

kosher salt· and freshly ground 
black pepper 

1/4 cup pure maple syrup 
1/4 cup chopped toasted pecans 

(optional) 
Method 

Cover the sweet potatoes with 
lightly salted water in a large 
saucepan and bring to a boil. Cook 
the potatoes until tender, about 20 
minutes. 

D rain the potatoes, reserving a 
cup of cooking liquid if desired, 
and mash them in a large bowl or 
put them through a ricer. 

Add 1/2 cup warm stock, if 
using, or water, salt, pepper, and 
stir until smooth and creamy. 

If potatoes are too thick, stir in 
more liquid, a spoonful at a time, 
until they reach the desired con
sistency. Stir in the maple syrup 
and pecans, if using, and adjust the 
seasoning with salt and pepper. 

M akes 4 servings. 

Roasted garlic-potato galette 
There are uses for potatoes after 

you've had your fill of latkes, after 
all, and garlic is supposed to be 
good for you! 

The galet te can be stored in 
the refrigerator, covered, up to 1 
day. Recrisp on a baking sheet, 
uncovered, for 15 minutes at 400 
degrees. 

COOKING, Page 16 
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Ingredients 

1 head of garlic 
kosher salt and freshly ground 

pepper 
extra virgin olive oil 
1/4 cup dry white wine, such as 

Sauvig non Blanc 
4 large russet potatoes (about 4 

pounds), peeled 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh thyme 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh chives 
I teaspoon chopped fresh ftat-

lcaf parsley 
Method 

Cut 1/2 inch off the nonroot end 
of the head of garlic to expose the 
cloves. Place the garlic in s small 
baking d ish or ovenproof ramekin 
and lightly sprinkle with salt and 
pepper. Lightly drizzle with olive -
oil and add the wine. 

Cover the dish with foil and roast 
until the garlic is lightly browned 
and soft enough to squeeze out of 
the skins, about 1 hour. 

Set aside to let the garlic cool. 
Squeeze the garl ic doves from 

the head into a small bowl and 
mash with a fork. 

Using a mandoline or Asian 
slicer, slice the potatoes into paper
thin rounds. Toss the potato slices 
in a large bowl with a generous 
amoun1 of olive oil and salt and 
pepper to taste. 

Add the herbs and the roasted 
garlic, and toss the potato slices 
umil well coated. 

Heat a medium same pan (8-10 
inches, preferably nonstick or well
seasoned cast-iron) on medium
low heat, and generously coat the 
bottom of the pan with olive oil. 

Holocaust Survivor 
Cookbook proceeds 

perform triple 
miczvoc 

B, N ,\ NO ' AUESllAUS 

Spu ial to 1he Voice & Herald 

WARWICK - More than 70 
members of the Rhode Island 
Jewish community gathered at 
Chabad of West Bay in Warwick 
on Wednesday, Nov. 17, to hear 
author Joanne Caras tell "the story 
behind the story" of the Holocaust 
Survivor Cookbook, a project that 
is enabling her and her fami ly to 
perform t ikkun olam. 

MMy life purpose is to get 6 mil
lion of these books into the world 
to honor the 6 million that we 
lost," said Caras, Mespecially into 
the hands of future generations 
who have never met a [Holocaust] 
survivor.K The book, which took 
Caras five years to create, includes 
250 recipes and 129 personal sto
ries with accompanying wartime 
and post-war photographs of these 
survivors - usually provided by 
their family members. 

The idea to combine stories from 
Holocaust survivors with recipes 

COOKING with friends is more fun 
Olive oil 
I medium fennel bulb, diced 

small 
I medium shallot, thinly sliced 

I I medium feek, white part only 
1 (save the light and dark green tops 

for soup stock for another meal), 
thinly sliced 

2 cups ivory lentils or small 
! green French lentils 

kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 

Method 

Heat a medium saucepan over 

medium-high heat, and lightly 
coat the bottom of the pan with 
olive oil 

Gently sautC the fennel, shallot 
and leek just until lightly browned. 

Add the lentils and enough 
water to cover the lentils by about 
I inch. 

Cover the pan and reduce the 
heat ro medium. Simmer the len
tils until they are very tender, but 
still al drnte, about 25 minutes. 
Season with salt and pepper. 

Makes 4 servings. 

IVORY LENTILS 

Layer the potatoes in the pan, 
overlapping the slices to completely 
cover 1he bouom of the pan. (ll1e 
bottom layer becomes the side that 
will be seen, so arrange the slices 
evenly in an attractive pattern.) 

proof, Rip the potatoes over and 
place the pan in a preheated (350 
degrees) oven 10 finish cooking. 

Orthodox Union essay, 
video contests are underway 

Why kosher? ~ tt~ adt:. ;~c:;di;i':~rto~f wr~t~ 

Add the remaining potatoes, 
spread ing them evenly, and cook 
the potatoes, without stirring, 
until the bottom layer is browned 
and can be shaken loose, about 30 
minutes. (G ently lift up the edge of 
the potatoes wi1h a spatula to peek 
after about 25 minutes.) 

Invert a large plate onto the pan 
and, using potholders and a bit of 
courage, invert the potatoes onto 
the plate. 

Slide the potatoes back into the 
pan, uncooked side down, and 
continue cooking until the under
side is browned and can be shaken 
loose, about 30 minutes more. 
Alternatively, if the pan is oven-

Slide the potato gallete onto a 
serving platter and cut into wedges. 

M akes 4 servings. 

Ivory lentils 
The cookbook notes, MO ne of 

my favorites is a tender yellow
white lentil, called an ivory lentil. 
In India, where it 's used frequently, 
it's known as urad dal. Try it if you 
can find ii - the lentils cook to a 
tender texture, but don't fall apart 
into mush like the brown or light 
green varieties. If you can't find it, 
small dark·green French lentils are 
best substitute in terms of taste, 
though nor in color.K 

The cooked lentils can be stored 
in the refrigerator, covered, for up 
to 3 days. Reheat gently over low 
heat before serving. 

Ingredients 

NEW YO RK - The third annual 
O rthodox Union (OU) Kosher 
essay contest is open to students in 
North America who are in grades 
7-12. The contest, an educational 
outreach component of the OU, 
suggests these possible essay topics: 

• ~How does eating kosher 
enhance your Jewish identity?K 

• MWhat does 1he kosher symbol 
on the label mean to mc?K 

• ~ls eating kosher more than just 
a way of eating?K 

Essays should range from 750 
to 1,000 words, and the deadline 
for submission is March 24, 2011. 
Prizes will be S50 gift certificates 
from Eichlers.com, a Judaica Web 
site; winners will have their essays 
published online at oukosher.org, 
and grand prize winners will be 

Tikkun olam, actually 
came from a trip Caras and her audience. MThis book has already 
husband, Harvey, took to Israel raised !675,000 for Jewish chari-
to visit their married children, ties,~ said Caras. MAnd we're just 
volunteers at the Carmei 1-!a'ir, a getting started!~ 
soup kitchen in Jerusalem. Eager After Caras spoke, she signed 
to help Carmei H a'ir and other books for those who purchased 
Jewish charities, Caras sent letters them. 
to Jewish publications worldwide uh's important to remember the 
asking for stories and recipes. The stories of those who are no longer 
United States Holocaust Memo- with us,~ said G aye Belsky Gluck, 
rial Museum in Washington, D.C. a resident of Warwick. ~1 have 
helped publicize the search. As a 
result, the book contains contri
butions from entities from Israel, 
South Africa, Europe, Asia, South 
America, Australia and Canada; 
more than 20 recipes came from 
the United States. The cookbook, 
with recipes for appetizers and 
soups, side and main dishes, and 
desserts and Passover fare, was 
reviewed by a kosher chef to ensure 
the recipes are kosher-kitchen 
appropriate. 

According to Caras, who shared 
excerpts of the book with the 
predominantly female, intergen
erational audience, said that book 
sales perform triple milzvot: Rais
ing money for Jewish charities; 
helping support Carmei Ha'ir 
serve 500 meals a day to poor and 
hungry Israelis; and honoring all 
Holocaust survivors, preserving 
their stories and their recipes for 

generations to come. 
After working to create and •'iilrat'll'~ll.!N 

promote this fi rst edition - col
lecting 129 stories and pho
tographs, and more than 250 
recipes, delivering more than 
100 speeches worldwide, 
appearing on TV and radio 
programs - Caras announced 
that a second volume of the 
cookbook is scheduled for 
publication in 2011. She 
invited submissions and sto
ries from the Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

ing comest, high school seniors are 
invited to participate in a class con
test to produce a 15-minute video/ 
DVD, MGoing kosher - what do I 
do? How do I do it?M The DVD's 
focus is to educate and guide indi
viduals or family looking to become 
kosher. The DVD must include 
hashkafah (philosophy) and halakhah 
Uewish law) and practical sugges
tions and instrnctions on how to 
accomplish the goal. Deadline for 
DVD entries is March 1,2011. The 
prize-winning DVD will be posted 
on ou.kosher.org and the winning 
school will receive OU Press books 
for its library. 

For more information, con/act 
Rahhi Safran at Sajrane@ou.org or 
vi1il W'UJW.oukoslxr.orglindex.phpl 
consumerhontat. 

in the Holocaust.~ She is related 
to the Bielski brothers whose story 
was depicted in the 2008 World 
War II film, "Defiance.~ 

Shoshana Laufer, who hosted 
the program with her husband, 
Rabbi Yossi Laufer, found it 
inspiring 10 see so many women 
come together to remember those 
who survived the Holocaust. 

purthau thr hook, vi1it www.rurvi
Wrt()()khook.org. Cop irs 
art available al Cha had 
of Wat Bay. For a copy 
of tht hook or to learn 
more ahoul tht Chahad 
Women of West Bay, call 

Shoshana l atifrr at 884-
4071. 
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help s tre ngthe n a 

congregation's bond? 

help nurture a family's 

connection to Jewish life? 
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help in fluence the future 

of a Je wish child? 

If you could, would you he lp impact the lives of Jews 

here in Rhode Island, in Israel and around the world? 

Here's your opportunity. 

Your donation to the 2011 Annual Making your gift through the programs that are monitored to 

Community Campaign will 

support more than 300 programs 

and services that better Jewish 

life for c hildren, teens, adults and 

seniors here in Rhode Island, in 

Israel and around the world. 

Jewish Federation of Rhode ensure results. No single gift can 

Island's Annual Community touch more Jew ish lives, in 

Campaign provides the greatest more meaningful ways, than your 

impact for your dollar. Your gift to the Jewish Federation's 2011 

money will go where it's most Annual Community Campaign. 

needed and be delivered t hrough 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. DONATE TODAY. TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JFRI.ORG. 

wwwj'xhri.org 
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¢ 
A bris in Pawtuck.et 

STEPHANIE, ABRAM and Marc Trachtenberg with Cantor Brian Mayer 

1...w, community 
day school of rbode laland 

For more information oN INGS JEWISH I 

¢ f' * ** * wwwjyhri.org 

Celebrating the 
miracle of birth with 
family and friends 

B Y STEPII \ l\ l E TH \CIITEN UEHG 

Special to 'fhe Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET - For the past eight 
years, my husband Marc and I trav
eled from ew York to Providence 
on long weekends and holidays to 

be with his family. On Passover, 
we replaced the annual Z ionist 
toast with our own more attainable 
one: "Next year in Rhode Island!" 

We always felt that the cultural 
center of the world and second 

"The house echoed 
with : 'Siman 

tov. .. mazal tov. ' 
Although there 
may have been 
a chorus of only 

60, it sounded like 
thousands to me." 

Jewish homeland that is New York 
was just a stepping-stone on our way 
to humble Pawtucket. W e knew that 
we would ultimately ra ise our family 
close to our relatives and friends, 
and in the community where Marc 
was brought up. Earlier this year, 
we finally migrated home to Rhode 
Island with our son, another "in the 
oven" and high hopes for our brand 
new family business. 

My due date was the week before 
Thanksgiving, which meant that 
the bris (brit milah)would be cut
ting it close to the big holiday. 
Though she knew she'd be host
ing a large Thanksgiving meal just 
two days later, my sister-in-law, 
Bethany Sutton, graciously offered 
her home for the bris. Bethany lives 
in a beautiful Colonial-style home 
in Oak Hill, the very same house 
where she and my husband grew up. 
It was where l fell in love with the 
Trachtenberg family, their friends 
and the Jewish community. 

Many of the same people who 
attended the bris of each of Beth
any's sons - and plenty of new 
friends - were present at Bethany's 
home for the bris of our son, Abram. 
Rabbis Joel Seltzer, Wayne Frank
lin and Alvan Kaunfer and Cantor 

go to: 
¢ 

Brian M ayer all had front-row seats. 
Mothers, sisters, brothers, uncles, 
grandparents and even young neph
ews leaned in close to see and hear 
this religious rite. The crowd of 60 
people overflowed into adjoining 
rooms as Dr. Stephen Schiff put 
everyone at ease, as he explained 
what he would do, how it would 
be done and what it all meant. 
Speaking plainly to the rabbis and 
minister and the learned and the 
uninformed, he made the gentiles 
and children feel as welcome as 
anyone else there. H e performed the 
ritual with expert hands and then 
passed ou r son to us for the naming. 

We let the community into our 
hearts and minds, as we explained 
the origins of Abram's English and 
Hebrew names and their connec
tion to our departed relatives. Just 
then, as it so often does these days 
at inopportune moments, a cell 
phone rang. This was no ordinary 
interruption; the loud, groovy beat 
emanated from my Uncle David's 
phone. lt rang out just as Cantor 
M ayer was about to utter in hushed 
tones the final prayers. Not once, 
but twice! What began as an annoy
ance turned out to be a small bless
ing. The phone call was from my 
grandfather, the sandek (the person 
assisting the mohel, who performs 
the actual circumcision) at my first 
son's bris, who wasn't able to repeat 
the role this time, due to distance 
and illness. Although we didn't 
answer, it was a comfort to know 
that, in a way, he was part of the 
ceremony, even hundreds of miles 
away in Florida. 

At the close of the ceremony, the 
house echoed with these words: 
"Siman tov .. . maw/ tov.'' Although 
there may have been a chorus of 
only 60, it sounded like thousands 
to me. We weren't in Jerusalem or 
New York, but we found our home 
in Pawtucket, in the voices of Jews 
and non-Jews singing proudly in 
unison about the wonders and for
tunes in our lives. 

Stephanie works for Rock-a-Baby 
(www.rock-a-baby.net}, her family 
business that provides music for infants 
and toddlers. Contact her at scolo
rado17@yahoo.com. 

The stories and pictures in 
these Family Pages 

(pages 18-24) come from 
The PJ Library. 
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Hebrew naming ceremonies at JCDS 
Young students 

are linked to past 
generations 

Bv K,noLn W11rrn 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Certain reli
gious rituals, such as calling people 
to the Torah, require H ebrew 
names. Many Jewish parents give 
their children two names: A secu lar 
name and a H ebrew name. Among 
Ashkenazic Jews, it is customary to 
name children after deceased rel a
tives, as a way of honoring the dead 
and of keeping the dead person's 
memory alive. 

/ Lauri Lee, JCDS 

ELIORA WOODS explains her name at the kindergarten ceremony. 

Brad and Alison Walter named 
their baby boy, Ben-Zion Eli, after 
three special people and their love 
ofisrael. Alison, aJewish Commu
nity Day School of Rhode Island 
QCDS) board member, said, "The 
'B' is from Brad's grandfather Bob. 
His Great-Uncle Swede (Israel) is 
the Zion, and Ben-Zion means 'son 
oflsrael.' His Great-Aunt Evie is for 
Eli. All three relatives celebrated at 

, . ~ 

Mutual Engineering 
- Service Co. _ 

- - -- -~--~-- - -"--- ( 

A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? The Feeling is "Mutual!" 
• Heating • Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems • 

Keening vou comfortable since 1934! 

~/SA 

We Provide Complete G as H eating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation - Residential • Commercial 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-351-3900 ,1 

our wedding, which was their last 
simcha together." 

At the JCDS, we honor our stu
dents' H ebrew names with a lively 
H ebrew-naming ceremony for kin
dergarteners. The children learn 
about their H ebrew names and 
demonstrate their knowledge in 
H ebrew through writing, artwork, 
singing and dancing. The program 
concludes with parents blessing 
their children. A special pre-event 
activity is a parent workshop during 
which the parents discuss their 
child's H ebrew name and help 
create a name history book. 

Rivka Eskovitz, JCDS kinder
garten teacher, who conducts the 
ceremony, said, "Knowing about 
their names links this new genera
tion to their families and past gen
erations." 

Jamie Faith Woods, a JCDS 
parent and fifth grade teacher, said, 
'Watching Eliora, my daughter, 
share the meaning behind her name 
with her classmates and school 
community was beautiful. Rivka 
Eskovitz is a master teacher." It 
was a pleasure to witness, she said, 

Eliora joyfully singing dozens of 
H ebrew songs. 

Too often, all we may know 
about the relative we are named for 
is his or her place on the fa mily tree: 
Grandfather, au nt, etc. Here are 
some suggestions to encourage a 
more meaningful relationship: 

• OccasionalJy talk to your child 
about his or her Hebrew name. 

• Discuss when and where the 
relative lived and what he or she did 
for a living. 

• Share family stories about the 
relative. 

• If you have them, show photos 
of the relative to your child. 

• Help your child make a scrap
book about the relative for whom he 
or she is named. 

• You might find these books to 
be valuable resources: Sophie's Name 
by Phyllis Grode, Kar-Ben Pub
lishing, 1990; and 1he First Gift by 
A.S. Gadot, Kar-Ben Publishing, 
2006. 

Karolyn White is the ]CDS librar
ian and Web site coordinator. Contact 
her at kwhite@jcdsri.org. 

/ Lehman-Wilzig family 

THREE GENERATIONS of the Lehman-Wilzig family 

From birth to bar mitzvah 
Keeping the 

Jewish promise 

BY TAM I LEHMA N-W I LZIG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

GRANDPARENT
H OOD offers joy and 
perspective. On Oct. 
13, my husband and 

I entered the hallowed club of 
grandparents. W atching our son 
cradle his newborn son unleashed 

his bar mitzvah. Thirteen years 
after ushering him into the Jewish 
nation and providing more than 
a decade's worth of painstaking 
guidance on the Jewish way oflife, 
I let out a hearty laugh in the syn
agogue when my husband recited 
the prayer releasing himself of all 
obligations to this loud-mouthed, 
precociously argumentative boy 
standing on the threshold of the 
turbulent teens. "You're on your 
own, kid," explains the prayer in 
between the lines. "We've done 

a flood of memories. For some odd our job, now it 's up to you to take 
reason, it was not my son's birth or 
bris that stood out in my mind , but THRESHOLD Page 20 

For more information ON ALL I-IINGS JEWISH IN RHODE ISLAND, go to: 

* ** ** I (! x) x) x) x) 
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Harsh realities 
of homelessness 

mobilize student 

BY NIC II OLAS L OWING l,H 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

0 N NOV. 13, 2010, I 
became a bar mitz
vah. This was very 
important to me, as 

I cont inued my fam ily tradition 
and celebrated with the people 
who mean the most to me. I am 
now considered an adult under 
Jewish law and have added respon
sibilit ies. I can now read from 
the Torah, be a part of a minyan 
fo r people who are in mourning 
and contribute to my com munity 
in many ways. It is the star t of a 
wonderful journey. The process 
of becoming a bar mitzvah also 
helped me develop an important 
mitzvah project, which has had a 
huge impact on my life . 

I'd like to tell you about a section 
of my Torah portion that meant 
the most to me. The story, about 
Jacob 's Ladder, includes angels 
that travel up and then down the 
ladder. This is the part that most 
struck me. W e are taught that 
angels exist in heaven, and that 
they travel down to Earth to do 
good deeds. In this portion, the 
angels travel from Earth to heaven 

Fro m Page 19 

up the mantle of perpetuating the 
cycle ofJewish life." 

That's quite a tall order to g ive 
to a 13-year-old, especially in 
our day and age when scientists 
say that the brain does not fully 
mature unt il age 25. Nonethe
less, that is what Judaism does. 
It declares the 13th year a rite 
of passage, a time when you are 
old enough to take on the com
mitment of observing Jewish 
rituals and internalizing Jewish 
principles. So important is this 
ceremony that even during the 
most harrowing of times, Jews 
have made sure to mark its obser
vance. Who hasn't hea rd of secret 
bar mitzvah ceremonies held 
duri ng W orld W ar II? I certainly 
d id, and so I wrote a book about 

Your connection to the Jewish 
community of Greater Rhode Island 

Angels here on Earth 
and then back down. If this is so, 
then angels exjst here on Earth . I 
believe we are all angels living on 
Ea rth . W e have a responsibility to 
do good deeds, as our religion tells 
us. I knew I wanted to do some
thing important that I would con
tinue long after my bar mitzvah 
was over. 

M y mitzvah project has been 
something I have put my heart 
and "sole" into. It started yea rs ago 
(though I didn't realize it) when 
I began donating my gently used 
clothing and shoes to an area shel
ter. When a small boy took a pair 
of shoes that were much too big for 
h im, J wished l had had his cor
rect size. Shoes are ra rely donated 
to shelters and if they are, they 
are always used . While they pro
vide adequate foot covering, used 
shoes are not always the best fit. 
A nd why shouldn't people who are 
homeless be able to get something 
new? 

So in February 2010, Gotta 
H ave Sole Foundation, Inc., was 
started. M y non-profit company 
donates new shoes and sneakers to 
children living in shelters. To date, 
Gotta H ave Sole Foundation, Inc. 
has delivered more than 250 pairs 
of new shoes and sneakers to chil
dren who are homeless. It has been 
extremely g ratifying to me to g ive 
the children these shoes, watch 
them put them on and see the 
huge smiles on their faces. 

/ M ike Skorski / Skorski Ph ot ography 

LORI, NICHOLAS AND DAN LOWINGER 

Being an angel on Earth has 
been a wonderful experience for 

me. I hope this inspires young 
people to consider choosing a mitz-

THRESHOLD of adulthood ... Jewish traditiqn says it is at 13 ... 
it: Keeping 1he Promise (Kar-Ben 
Publishing). 

A chilling and true H olocaust 
bar mitzvah story with an uplift
ing ending, it is a tribute to the 
faith of three men whose lives 
were intertwined through a tiny 
Torah scroll. The late Israeli astro
naut, Ilan Ramon, took the Torah 
scroll into outer space. Ramon 
received it from an Israeli scien
tist working for NASA, who was 
g iven the assignment of develop
ing experiments for Ramon to 
perform while in space. The origi
nal owner of the Torah scroll was 
none other than a rabbi who, in 
the darkness of night , furtively 
tra ined the future scientist for his 
bar mitzvah while the two lived 
under unbearable conditions in 
the Bergen-Belsen concentra-

tion camp. Once the bar mitzvah 
ceremony concluded, the rabbi 
gave his precious Torah scroll 
to the boy, saying: "Keep this. I 
am sure I will not get out of here 
alive, but maybe you w ill. T ake it 
and promise that you will tell the 
story." 

The boy g rew up to be a man. 
Not only did he keep the promise, 
but through Ramon, he contin
ued the pledge - to tell the story 
and perpetuate Jewish life. But we 
don't need a H olocaust to accom
plish this. Jewish history teaches 
us that, through good times and 
bad, we are all part of the cycle. 

And that is also the perspec
tive of g randparenthood . As I 
watched my son embrace the next 
generation, I could feel the wel
coming pull of the Jewish fold , 

and I knew that 
this once brash 
13-year-old was 
well on his way 
to keeping "The 
Promise." 

Tami L ehman
Wilzig is an 
award winning, 
Israeli-American 
children's book 
author. Contact 
her al tami@ 
tlwkidsb ooks. 
com or v isit 
www.tlwkids
books.com . 

"Gotta Have Sole 
Foundation, lnc. has 
delivered more than 

250 pairs of new 
shoes and sneakers 
to children who are 

homeless. lt has 
been extremely 

gratifying to me to 
give the children 

these shoes" 

v ah project that they will conti nue 
long after their bar or bat mitzvah 
ceremonies are completed. I offer 
congratulat ions to all those who 
will become a bar or bat mitzvah 
in the furu re. It is a wonderful 
accomplishment. 

Nicholas L owinger is a 7th grade 
student at 1he Wheeler School. He 
enjoys w riting short stories, playing 
tennis and the bass guitar, and spend
ing time with his family and .friends. 
Contact him al kawabonga@aol.com. 

For more information ON L HI goto: mn org 
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A wedding story 

B Y L ISA B EHGMAN 

Special to The Voice & H erald W HAVETWO 
ttle g irls: 

H annah and 
Rachel. W e 

remember, fondly and with 
deep emotion, the day that each 
daughter was born . W e have clear 
memories of their first steps and 
first words, swimming lessons 
and bat mitzvah ceremonies, 
high school g raduations and col
lege admissions and many other 
milestones. 

E ach new stage opened up 
new vistas of opportunity, new 
challenges and new fears. H an
nah's first day of college, which 
included a visit to Hillel, was one 
such new challenge. At Hillel, 
she met the young man who 
was later to become her fiance 
and eventually her hatan (bride
groom), M atan Scharphie. I 
guess she was a bit like Eliezer 
when he found Rebecca at the 
well. 

On Aug. 29, 2010, we cel
ebrated their wedding at the 
beautiful Blithewold M ansion 
in Bristol. The m'sadder kiddushin 
(officiant) was our family friend, 
Rabbi M oshe Wilansky from 
Portland, M aine; our Providence 
rabbis attended the wedding as 
guests. People from all through
out the United States and Israel 
- people who had played pivotal 
roles in Hannah's and Matan's 
young lives - came together to 
witness, eat, dance and celebrate. 
As our guests came from many 
different 'backgrounds and eth
nicities, we prepared a book.let 
to explain each part of the cer
emony. 

The Providence Jewish commu
nity is superb. All of the wedding 
weekend events - Friday night 
dinner, Shabbat morning aufruf 
(the congregational blessing of 
the hride and g room), a Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island softball game, Shalash 
Se'udot (the third meal on Shab
bat afternoon), hav dalah (the ser
vice that ends Shabbat), t'na'im 
(originally, the cond itions of the 
wedding - the place and date of 
the wedding, and the penalties 
if either party backs out), the 
actual wedding, Monday morn
ing brunch and the sheva b 'rakhot 

Keeping the tradition 
(where the seven blessings are 
recited) - were made possible 
thanks to a collective community 
effort. Others, not from Provi
dence, were simply amazed by 
our warm, well-rounded and very 
talented community. 

The wedding began with the 
hatan's t isch (groom's table) that 
took place on a porch overlook
ing the ocean. M atan made brief 
attempts at speechmaking, but in 
the classic Jewish tradition, the 
men with song and drink inter
rupted him. H annah, along with 
her mother- in-law-to-be, mother 
and g randmother, sat at the kab
balat panim (reception for the 
bride), where she was greeted and 
congratulated by guests. The men 
joyously danced by to inspect 

"Wow, this is 
fantastic, you guys 
are almost triba1 ! " 

and veil the bride so that M atan 
would not repeat our forefather 
Jacob's mistake of marrying the 
wrong bride. 

The wedding day was hot and 
sunny, yet the garden ceremony 
was beautiful, memorable and 
tradit ional. The raucous post
wedding celebration occurred 
in the tent with its sides up, the 
great lawn and ocean in the back
g round. One guest said, "Wow, 
th is is fantastic, you guys are 
almost tribal!" The focus of the 
wedding as a Jewish religious 
event was always clear. 

Their wedding was indeed a 
milestone and an event we will 
never forget. When we look back 
at it, however, it was the guests' 
joyous elation that made the 
event so special. They shared in 
the joy in a very literal sense; it 
was as if one of their own was 
being married . M az a! tov to all! 

L isa Bergman and her husband, 
Bennett Bergman, have lived in 
Prov idence since 1995. L isa is an 
educator and g rant writer for the 
Y WCA Greater Rhode Island and 
Bennett is qn attorney and invest
ment advisor representative for 
Cornerstone Investment Serv ices. 
Contact L isa at lisaberg man@cox. 
net . 

MATAN SCHARPIE and HANNAH BERGMAN on their wedding day 

a modern camp + an Nold soul" 

= Camp JORI, totally yours. 
Worden's Pond • Wakefield, Rhode Island 

website: www.campjori.com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 
Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401-463-31 7 0 

For more information ON ALL THINGS JEWISH IN RHODE ISLAND, go to: www.shalomri.org 
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Jewish weddings 
Clarifying elements 

of the marriage 
ceremony 

Bv R A BBI WAYNE FnANKLIN 

Special lo 7he Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - One of my 
major tasks as a rabbi officiating 
a wedding is to remind the bride 
to lift up the front of her dress a 
bit as she ascends the stairs to the 
bimah. That may not be a spiritual 
moment, but it does prevent the 
bride from falling up the stairs into 
billowing yards of white material' 

The groom's responsibility is to 
support her arm, to keep her bal
anced. It's the beginning of an 
important partnership, in which 
both bride and groom commit 
themselves to support each other, 
paying attention to the small 
details as well as the big picture. 

Wedding ceremonies really are 
about the big picture, for the couple 
who are in love and for their com
munity. There are two main parts 
of the wedding ceremony, each of 
which we celebrate over a separate 
cup of wine. We do not declare the 
wine holy; it is a symbol of this 
precious union, which, like the 
wine, is a product of the partner
ship between God and us. 

Over the first cup, we sanctify 
the relationship between bride and 
groom in the blessing of betrothal, 
the birkat erusin. Marriage creates 
a unique bond between two people 
who draw upon our tradition's 
guidance for how to live lovingly, 
respectfully, faithfully and peace
fully with one another. 

The next step in the ceremony 
is the groom's presenting a ring 
to his bride. This constitutes the 
most definitive act of the mar
riage ceremony. Traditionally, this 
was considered making a kinyan, 

SECOND CUP OF WINE AND THE SEVEN BLESSINGS 

"acquiring" the 
bride, indicating 
that the groom 
is prepared to 
support his wife 
physically and 
financially. When 
the bride extends 
her right hand t~ 
receive the ring, 
she indicates her 
agreement to the 
marriage. Many 
co nt emporary 
brides also pres
ent a ring to their 
husbands, not as 
a kinyan, but as 
a symbol of the 
mutuality of their 
love and commit
ments. 

After the pre
sentation or 
exchange or rings, 
we read from the 

RABBI WAYNE FRANKLIN 

ketubah, the Jewish marriage con
tract, which spells out in detail the 
groom's financial commitments 
to the bride. It recognizes that 
two people in a marriage require 
more than just strong emotions 
to survive. Today, the details are 

usually just ceremonial, relying on 
other written or verbal agreements 
between the bride and groom. 

Some couples prefer to write 
their own ketubot, with real num
bers, which reflect their shared 
commitments to ofl.e another. 
Many couples also include an 

BREAKING A GLASS AT THE END OF THE WEDDING 

English version, which expresses 
their feelings toward one another 
as they create a new life together. 

The second cup of wine is used 
for the final section of the cer
emony, the recitation of the seven 
blessings of marriage, the sheva 
b'rakhot. This part is known in 
H ebrew as nisu'in, the marriage 
ceremony. The seven blessings 
connect a couple to the hopes and 
dreams of the Jewish community 
worldwide. 

In these blessings, we reflect 
back on the sublime joy that the 
mythic first couple, Adam and 
Eve, shared in the Garden of 
Eden, when their love was pure 
and harmonious, before they fell 
to disobedience and blaming each 
other. 

We pray that each couple will 
enjoy that kind of love. We then 
look to.the distant future, the mes
sianic era, which we imagine as a 
time of ultimate perfection, when 
the world will recapture· the per
fect harmony we imagine existed 
on the Shabbat of Crearion. 

From the huppah, the couple 
retire to a room to be alone, to 
unite spiritually and physically in 
yihud, which literally means "uni
fication." Each Jewish couple who 
unite their lives in marriage cel
ebrate God 's remarkable creation 
of human beings, together with 
our human desire for joyous com
panionship and love. When we 
sanctify our lives in a Jewish wed
ding ceremony, we join with our 
ancestors and our future offspring 
in striving to bring peace and 
harmony to the world. We start 
small - with the family we create 
and ourselves - and then reach 
out to make the world around us a 
better place for everypne. Breaking 
a glass at the end of the wedding 
embodies each couple's wordless 
commitment to link their house
hold with our people's history and 
our community's future. And we 
always end with: Maza/ tov! 

Rabbi Wayne Franklin is the 
senior rabbi at Temple Emanu-EI in 
Providence. He teaches in the Temple's 
R eligious School and Adult I nstitute, 
and the Harry Elkin Midrasha. H e 
serves as Chairman of the Publica
tions Committee of the Rabbinical 
Assembly, the international associa
tion of Conservative Rabbis and is a 
member of the Chancellor's Rabbinic 
Advisory Council at the Jewish 7heo
logical Seminary of America. Contact 
him al wfranklin@teprov.org. 

For more information ON ALL THINGS JEWISH IN RHODE ISLAND, go to: ~ •w ha mri.org 
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Bv N 1cOLE KATZMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

NORTH ATTLEBORO, Mass. 
- Julie and Mark Schenkman have 
four children, Joshua, 8; Evan, 6; 
Noah, 4; and Leah, 2. The three 
boys attend South Area Solomon 
Schechter Day School and baby 
Leah spends her days at home. 
Mark is a maxillofacial surgeon, 
and Julie is a psychotherapist; they 
settled in North Attleboro, Mass. 
because of their careers. Julie and 
Mark are active participants in the 
greater Rhode Island Jewish com
munity. 

Despite being incredibly busy, 
Julie and M ark feel it is very impor
tant to give back to the community 
and actively teach their children 
how to accomplish meaningful 
mitzvot. Julie and Mark have a par
ticular passion for rescuing dogs. 
Since February 2010, the Schenk
man family has saved 50 dogs that 
would have otherwise been eutha-
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Meet the Schenkman family 

THE SCHENKMAN FAMILY 
nized. Once the dogs are deemed 
healthy, Julie and Mark find them 
permanent homes in the commu
nity. 

Julie describes one particularly 
meaningful adoption for an ador
able chocolate Lab puppy: "This 
family from Cape Cod had been 

searching for the 'perfect' dog for 
their teenage son. Their son met the 
puppy and it was love at first site! 
When the boy was finally able to 
bring the dog home, he was crying. 
I was so happy that I could facilitate 
this match and that the end result 
was so positive." 

In addition to rescuing 
dogs, the Schenkmans 
are avid readers of The PJ 
Library books. "The PJ 
Library is a really terrific 
program," said Julie. "We 
have attended many com
munity events, includ
ing the recent ShirLaLa 
concert which Leah and 
Noah really enjoyed, and 
the Kol Echad Hanukkah 
Concert last December. 
My kids are so excited to 
open the mail and receive 
a book each month." 

Julie added, "Bagels for 
Benny is one of our most 
treasured books. The 
story teaches young chil

dren about doing the right thing 
and being part of a community. My 
children associate the book with 
doing a mitzvah with the rescue 
dogs. Sometimes it is difficult for 
my oldest son Joshua to say good
bye to the dogs after we have cared 

A father thinks about his son 

for them. M any of The PJ Library 
books deal with many real life 
topics based on Jewish traditions 
and morals; it has [helped] Joshua 
understand how important it is to 
do the volunteer work we do and let 
go of the dogs." 

Fostering a dog is a great experi
ence for children, said Julie. "Joshua, 
Evan and Noah have become more 
responsible, they help with feeding, 
walking and caring for the dogs." 
Julie and Mark, who keep in touch 
with many of the families who have 
adopted dogs, often receive updates 
and pictures. "There is nothing 
better than seeing a happy family 
with a loved dog," said Julie. 

Fur more information about being a 
foster family or adopting a rescue dog, 
contact Julie at www.petftnder.com
shelters-ma429. 

Nicole Katzman is the Bureau of 
Jewish Education's Shalom Family 
director. Contact her at nkatzman@ 
bjeri.org. 

The courage to walk ... grave. That bond is timeless, ever
lasting. 

the doctor confirmed. Those words 
highlight for us how close to the 
edge an epidural abscess crushing 
the spine can bring any one of us, 
and what a remarkable advance 
Jeremy has made out of the dark pit. 

Bv R OBERT WAXLER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

DARTMOUTH, Mass. - It was a 
Wednesday, two days after his 33rd 
birthday, when he called from his 
apartment to tell us he had a back
ache. Jeremy, our younger son, was 
a young lawyer. 'Take some pain 
medic;ation, get some bed rest," we 
all agreed. "You'll be fine in a day or 
two, ready for your next trial." 

But, on late Friday afternoon, 
Jeremy called us again. He sounded 
jumpy and distressed. 

"I can't move my legs at all," he 
explained. W e heard the muffled 
fear in his voice. My wife Linda 
and I drove quickly to his apart
ment. When we paused at the 
master bedroom, we saw him, on 
his side, stretched out in the middle 
of his king-sized bed. Jeremy was 
helpless. Wrapped tightly in his 
cotton blanket, his body seemed 
stiff, mummified. 

Adult children are always your 
children, no matter how old they 
are. Parents stay attached to them 
forever. Their joy is your joy; their 
terror, your terror. That bond, estab
lished at birth, stretches through 
a lifetime; it continues beyond the 

At the hospital, the neurosurgeon 
entered the ER cubicle. Jeremy 
exhausted, flat on his gurney, was 
seeking relief. I was off-balance as 
the doctor began. "This is one of 
those moments," the neurosurgeon 
insisted. "A genuine emergency. 
Eve7, minute mak~s a diferenc,e 
now. And he continued, Theres 
a 33 percent chance you will come 
out of the operation the same as you 
went in. 33 percent chance you will 
be worse." 

"Do you realize he can't walk?" 
I shouted. "That his legs are para
lyzed?" 

"And a 33 percent chance you' ll 
improve," Groff indicated at the 
end. 

But, I see that it doesn't necessar
ily mean Jeremy will recover fully. 
We'll just have to wait and see. 

"You'll be okay," his mother, 
Linda, promised Jeremy immedi
ately. She is the optimist, refusing 
any other option. 

But Jeremy begins to sob, his 
body shaking. "Am I going to die?" 
he bellowed. "Will I be paralyzed 
forever?" 

Only time would tell. 
After the operation, Jeremy 

ROBERT WAXLER, AT RIGHT, AND HIS SON, JEREMY 

struggled at the rehab center, work
ing with his metal walker, deter
mined and courageous. He fought 
hard to get his legs working again. 

I could think only about Jeremy. 
Some began to conclude that I was 
obsessed. But, I thought to myself, 
what did people expect? I could 
only try to sew the thin thread of 
hope back through his body. Faitl1 
without evidence. That is what faith 

is: a promise, a dream. Jeremy's vul
nerability evoked our compassion. 
His courage inspired our hope. 
Time unfolding would somehow 
work in our favor. We all have to 
believe this. 

Several weeks later, Jeremy 
entered the neurosurgeon's office 
in Boston. "He is a miracle, better 
than any other patient I have ever 
had in the grip of such a crisis," 

Yes, the doctor has witnessed 
the disastrous effects of spinal cord 
injury many times; he knows there 
is usually nothing to be done in 
such cases. But, there was Jeremy 
standing before him, smiling, and 
walking again. "I'll be back to the 
busy courtrooms and to my caring 
friends very soon now," Jeremy said. 
And he was right. 

The Buddhist Thich Nhat Hanh 
once said: "People usually consider 
walking on water or in thin air a 
miracle; but I think the real miracle 
is not to walk either on water or in 
thin air, but to walk on Earth." We 
are all Earth walkers here. Thjs is 
what I believe. Jeremy Waxler. 
Always and forever, our wonderful 
son, Jeremy. 

R obert Waxler lives with his wife 
Linda in Dartmouth, Mass., and 
is a professor in the English depart
ment at the University of Massa
chusetts, Dartmouth. Contact him at 
rwaxler@umassd.edu. 
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Preserving stories for your grandchildren 
A responsibility 
replete with joy 
and meaning 

B v M AnK R OBBINS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

SO YOU'RE NOW grand
parents, with relish. 

You devour the privi
leges: Watching your kids 

do what you did, spending time 
with the grandkids. You enjoy spe
cial moments ofintimacy with each 
one of them, and see them grow 
through joyous lifecycle events -
bris, simchat bat/baby naming, per
formances at school, successes on 
the ball field, bar or bat mitzvah 
ceremonies, graduations galore, 
weddings (please God) and more. 

But what about the responsi
bilities? Some grandpasents can't 
figure those out. The practical 
responsibilities of caretaking now 
belong to your kids. Are you des
tined solely to observe, attend, give 
birthday presents and - if you live 
in the area - offer spot babysitting? 

Far from it. According to Jewish 
tradition, the responsibilities of 
teaching and guiding only grow 
with age, wisdom and experience. 
You remain parents, still in the 
business of teaching your children, 
albeit with wholly different chal
lenges of time, place, style and 
frequency. And you are grandpar-

Violent, unexpected 
death is more painful 

Bv BARBARA S11EER 

Special to The Voice & Herald "To EVERY THING 
the~e is a season, and 
a ttme to every purpose 
under the heaven: A 

time to be born, and a time to die .. . " 
·Ecclesiastes III 

When I was a child, my precious 
grandpasents appeared very old 
to me. Even at a young age, I was 
concerned about their dying. When 
would they die? Where would they 
die? Would I be with them when 
they died? I hated going to summer 
camp because I thought I might 
never see them again. Fortunately, 
they lived long lives and continued 
to play a major role in my child
hood. 

Years later, when I was a senior 

MARK ROBBINS 

ents, with the unique opportunity 
to take on the roles of teachers and 
mentors to an entirely new level. 

As grandparents, you become 
the main link for your grandkids 
to the past, to lives lived in a dif
ferent way, to values highlighted . 
when they are now hidden, to a 
Jewish tradition less obscured by 
assimilation. As you communicate 
to your grandkids about your past, 
you offer them alternative roads to 
their future. 

We all want to preserve our 
legacies and life experiences for 
future generations. Grandpasents, 
here's your chance. Inspired by an 
upcoming simcha or one just past, 
standing on the scaffolding of 

memory generated by the moment, 
give your grandkids the gift of your 
lives. Your grandkids want and 
need to hear you, both now and in 
the future. 

Tell your grandkids your story, 
and preserve your story through 
them. Record it in interviews with 
a personal historian. Go beyond 
and bring the notes or transcrip
tions together into a life storybook, 

replete with photos, memorabilia 
and other images that illustrate the 
life you've led. Trace a family tree 
that shares the highlights of your 
heritage a century or more back, 
across the ocean. Create a visual 
timeline of your life that brings 
together the lives of your grand
kids' parents, uncles, aunts and 
cousins. 

As a rabbi and personal historian, 

Accepting death in the cycle of life 
at college, I went home for a week
end specifically to visit my beloved 
grandmother, who was ill. While 
I was with her, she stasted to bleed 
internally and needed to be rushed 
to the hospital. As I accompanied 
her in the ambulance, I was devas
tated by the thought oflosing her. 

It was my concerned roommate, 
wanting to comfort me, who intro
duced me to the biblical passage 
from Ecclesiastes, above. Indeed, it 
did put things into perspective for 
me. 

My grandmother did not die that 
year; she lived another four yeass. 
Her last years were very sad for all 
of us who loved her. In addition to 
physical issues, she suffered from 
Hhardening of the arteries," simi
las to what today is called demen
tia or Alzheimer's disease, and we 
watched her slow deterioration. 
When she did die, I remembered, 
"There is a time to die," and that 

vers, from Ecclesiastes brought me 
comfort. 

Grandma lived more than 80 
yeass and, for the most part, she 
had a long, healthy, prosperous, 
full life. She left Russia in the early 
1900s and adjusted nicely to· life in 
America. Her husband adored her, 
as did her children, grandchildren, 
siblings, relatives and friends. She 
was blessed with six great-grand
children. With her death, and later, 
the deaths of my father-in-law, 
grandfather, parents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, sister-in-law, and friends, 
came personal suffering. 

It is never easy to lose a loved one. 
As long as I live, I will miss those 
dear ones who have gone before 
me. However, many of them died 
natural deaths after living full lives, 
and for that I am grateful. Deaths 
at other times or for other reasons 
can seem more tragic and more dif
ficult to accept or understand. It is 

particularly challenging to under
st'and the death of a child, whatever 
the cause. It's natural for pasents to 
die first; it's tragic when the order of 
death is reversed. I've known people 
who have died prematurely and/ 
or tragically, and those deaths ase 
much more difficult to understand 
than when people die in their own 
time, so to speak. 

Our world was shaken this past 
summer. On Aug. 3, in Manches
ter, Conn., an employee of a beer 
distributor company picked up 
his lunch box, removed a gun and 
began shooting. He wounded two 
and killed seven innocent victims, 
among them our friend, Louis 
Felder. Louis, who had just cel
ebrated his 50th birthday in July, 
was dead in August. He was a jolly 
man, a good man, a friendly, and 
a kind man. Always ready to lend 
a hand, he was the first to volun
teer. He was an adoring husband 

"As you 
communicate to 
your grandkids 
about your past, 
you offer them 

alternative roads to 
their future." 

have had amazing experiences 
seeing the eyes of grandparents 
and other relatives light up as they 
explored their past and reflected on 
subjects as diverse as who mentored 
them as young people, what shaped 
their career choices, whether they. 
achieved their goals and how being 
Jewish has enriched their lives. 
Their eyes light up with the past 
and they also peer ahead to the 
legacy in formation - for their chil
dren, grandchildren and beyond. 

Grandparents, take heart. You 
are not just bonuses to your grand
kids' lives, not just happy observ
ers. You are essential to them, no 
more so than when you bequeath 
to them your stories, the founda
tion for their futures. 

Rabbi Mark Robbins, the founder 
of jewishlifastory.com, records and 
writes people's lift stories. Contact him 
at markrobbins67@gmail.com. 

to Helen and a nurturing father to 
Gabriel, Samantha and Stephanie. 
His life ended abruptly, and his 
wife and children's lives will never 
be the same. The entire community 
of Stamford, Conn., where he lived, 
mourned the loss of Felder, a man 
who loved golf and basketball, but 
above all, cherished his friends and 
family. His was a tragic death. 

Any death brings suffering to 
the survivors. The natural deaths of 
loved ones, such as the death of my 
beloved grandmother, are easier to 
come to accept. The tragic deaths, 
however, such as that of Lou.is 
Felder, are pasticulasly difficult to 
accept. 

Barbara Sheer, a retired educa
tor, chairs Pf Library's Grandparents 
Corner. She and her husband Arthur 
live in Rhode Island, and spend time 
with their four grandchildren. Contact 
her at b_sheer@hotmail.com. 

For more information ON ALL THINGS JEWISH IN RHODE ISLAND, go to: www.shalomri.org 
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Rozzie Kind to perform at Temple Sinai 
Two VIP tickets 

could be yours ... 
Synagogue fundraiser 
performer is funny 

and kind 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@Jjri.org SINGER ROSLYN 
(Rozzie) Kind lives up to 
the meaning of her sur
name. In an hour-long 

phone call, she not only promoted 
her show, a Temple Sinai fund
raiser (on Saturday, May 14 at the 
Park Theater in Cranston), she 
graciously shared her views on 
tikkun olam, her desperate desire 
to see peace in Israel and why she 
is coming to Rhode Island to help 
raise money for a synagogue she's 
never visited. She's coming because 
D ennis Byrnes, a longtime fan and 
Facebook friend of Kind's, asked 
her! 

Asked how she got into sing
ing, Kind, nicknamed "Rozzie" by 
her older sister, Barbra Streisand, 
quipped, "I sang coming out of the 
womb. The first song I remember 
singing was the theme song to 
'Davy Crockett,"' a TV show that 
aired, well, years and years ago! 
Kind then expertly sang the lyrics, 
which brought back memories for 
this Baby Boomer. Although Kind 
firmly, but kindly, declined to give 
her age, she remembers that show, 
along with others from the early 
1960s, and their accompanying 
theme songs. 

A s a young girl, the self
described "shy, chubby and self
conscious" Kind spent a lot of 
time singing in front of mirrors 
and creating plays at home. She 
never thought she'd go into show 
business, she said, despite record
ing demo records for Streisand's 
recording studio, as a high school 
sophomore. "I went from high 
school to studio B at RCA," she 
explained. "I signed a deal before 
graduation, [and] started my edu
cation in life and the arts." 

Singing may come naturally to 
Kind and Streisand; their maternal 
grandfather was a cantor in Russia. 

Some time ago, Kind took time 
away from her Los Angeles-based 
career to assist in caring for her 
mother, who died several years 

ago. "My mother was born on the 
third candle of Hanukkah and 
died on Erev Pesach," said Kind. 
"My mother always said, 'It's 
a blessing to be born or die on a 
holiday.' My mother [who had 
Alzheimer's] loved music [which 
can be] transcending even for 
people with Alzheimer's." 

Although Kind said that she 
"can't take Brooklyn out of the 
girl," she has no desire to return 
to her hometown of Flatbush in 
Brooklyn. "It wouldn't be what I 
remember, though it was a great 
place to grow up. Everyone knew 
everyone's business." 

Kind, who has done bits and 
pieces of movies and television, 
also loves live performance. "I 
would love a TV show," she said, 
"and I love to connect with people 
in live performances." Regardless 
of the size of crowd, Kind says, "I 
give 100 percent. I love to make a 
huge audience feel intimate and, 
in a smaller venue, you get more 
intimate." 

Raised Conservative and now 
Reform, Kind spoke with great 
affection for the rabbi emeritus 
of her synagogue in Brentwood, 
Calif. Raised to practice tikkun 
olam, Kind just recently partici
pated in a fundraising walk for 
Alzheimer's and shared her story 
of helping care for her late mother. 

Kind struggles to understand 
why Israel, which she has visited, is 
the recipient of so much hostility. 
"The one country that would give 
away its guts and take its enemies 
to the hospital; I don't understand 
the hatred for Israel," she said. "It 
would be so wonderful if we could 
forget the hate and the differences. 
What did we ever do to others?" 

Kind says that she is lost in 
music of her "growing up era - the 
'60s, '70s and '80s - Fleetwood 
M ac, Chicago, the Supremes 
and the Beatles. I went to their 
[ the Beatles'] concert in Forest 
Hills, N.Y. I had Beatles stuff all 
over and I was a G eorge fan," she 
reminisced, laughing. "When my 
sister was in London performing 
in 'Funny Girl,' George came up 
to her and said 'hello.' He gave her 
an autographed picture - it's one of 
my treasured items." 

For those who come to see Kind 
in concert, expect a mix. She's 

RUTH MAHONEY • SENIOR LIFE COACH 
• 401-784-6756 • 

Ruth Mahoney understands the benefits 
of talking about day to day, and some
times overwhelming, life issues. She has 
come to rely on it as a coping 
method to even out the highs 
and lows of her life. Ruth also 
knows that her generation is 
less inclined to talk about things 
and more inclined to bottle up 
their emotions. "In my day, it 
was often a sign of weakness 
to talk about your problems. You 
were expected to tough it out and move 
on." By talking with someone, Ruth has 
found that she feels better immediately. 
"I always come away feeling better than 
when I started." Initially, she found it dif-

ficult finding someone who was willing 
to sit down and hear her out. It dawned 
on her that others probably were having 

the same problem. Ruth decided 
to do something about it, to help 
others but also to gain an insight 
for herself. That's when her idea 
for "Senior Life Coach" came to 
be. Why not provide the experi· 
ence and compassion for other 
seniors in a similar situation? 
Recently she has worked with cli· 

ents needing coaching in career enhance
ment, post divorce, work-life balance, 
and new business development. Make 
an appointment with Ruth and work your 
way through your day-to-day life issues. 

ROSLYN (ROZZIE) KIND 
/ Stander Group 

likely to sing a couple of things that 
aren't so well-known, show tunes, 
a little jazz and ballads and funny 
songs. "I don't like to be labeled, 
I show all the facets of who I am 
and share them with my audience,'' 
said Kind. "I make them laugh and 
forget their troubles and to have 
fun." 

This reporter had fun riffing 
with Rozzie, even on a long-dis
tance telephone call. 

For more about Kind, visit www. 
Roslynkind.com. 

To order tickets, call the Park 
7heater in Cranston at 467-7275. 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

CRANSTON - You - and your 
sister, mother, daughter or other 
relative - could win two VIP tick
ets to see Roslyn Kind in concert 
on Saturday, M ay 14 in Cranston, 
courtesy of 7he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

Kind will perform on May 14 at 
the Park Theater in Cranston, in 
an 8 p.m. show. The VIP tickets 
include, in addition to the concert, 
a "meet and greet Rozzie Kind,'' 
a cash bar and some food. Other 
ticket prices are S53/prime seating; 
$38 for house seats. 

The show is a fundraiser for 
Temple Sinai, and the show's 
sponsors have indicated that they 
will also make a donation to the 
Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition 
to Fight Poverty with Faith. 

If you want to participate in this 
raflle, tell 7he Voice & Herald why 
you should be the lucky winner. 
Tell us why you believe that "you 
deserve a night out on us," and 
please include contact information: 
Name, address, phone number and 
email. We'll announce the lucky 
winner in an upcoming issue of 
7he Jewish Voice & Herald. Contact 
Nancy Kirsch, executive editor, 
at 7he Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 
Sessions Street, Providence, RI 
02906 or by email, nkirsch@JFRI. 
org subject line: ROZZIE! · 
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&GORDON SCHOOL 
Classroom Visit Day 

January 13, 9-11 am RSVP online 

www.gordonschool.org Nursery through eighth grade 
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Diverse gathering honors World AIDS Day 

Psycluatrzsl 1\fl) 

Very Personalized Psychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
Jl,[edicat;on !Vhm Necessary 

Email M e: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday.com 

182 Butler A\·c., Providence, RI 

401-455-0860 

Alan Shawn Feinstein 
YOUR GREAT KIDS! 
Sat. 10 A.M. & 12 Noon 
Sun. 10 A.M. & 6 P.M. 

PBS 36 / Cox 8 / Comcast 
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BY SHA HON WEISSBURG 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVlDENCE - "I dream about 
the day when we have a vaccine. I 
dream about the day this disease 
is eliminated," said Paul Fitzger
ald of AIDS Care Ocean State, 
at the Dec. 1 evening event in 
Providence honoring World AIDS 
Day. At the Biltmore H otel, David 
Cicilline, the mayor of Providence 
and congressman-elect, passed the 
proclamation officially recognizing 
W orld AIDS Day in the city of 
Providence to Angel Tavares, the 
mayor-elect. 

Eight downtown buildings, 
including the Biltmore, were illu
minated in red, which was an idea 
conceived by Irish rock star Bono 
and the (RED) movement, which 
works against AIDS, tuberculosis, 
and malaria around the world. 

The diverse gathering included 
members of the Jewish commu
nity - Debbie Blitz and R. Bobby 
Ducharme, co-chairs of JFRI's 
Community Relations Council's 
AIDS Task Force; Cicilline and 
Rabbi Sarah Mack of Temple 
Beth-El, who recited Kaddish for 
those who have lost their lives to 
AIDS - and representatives from 
AIDS Project Rhode Island, 
AIDS Qyilt Rhode Island, the 
Rhode Island Department of 
Health, Youth In Action, Thun
dermist Health Care Center and 
AIDS Care Ocean State. 

/ Sharon Weissburg 

DEBBIE BLITZ and R. BOBBY DUCHARME 
at the Biltmore Hotel on Dec. 1, World AIDS Day. 

The evening included speeches 
inspiring hope for education, pre
vention and treatment of AIDS, 
Youth In Action students recit
ing a poem, "Do you know what 
hope is?" and a song, "Walle on," 
which was performed by Rodney 
Davis. Before he sang, he set the 
stage with these words, "We are 
either heading into a storm, in the 
middle of the storm or heading out 
ofit." 

For more information about the 
AIDS Task Force, contact Marty 
Cooper, Community Relations 
Council director, at 421- 4111 ext. 
171 or mcooper@jFRl.org. 

Sharon Weissburg, a sen£or at 
Classical High School, is an intern 
with The Jewish Voice & Herald. 
Contact her at Sharon.meira@gmail. 
com. 

• We exercise our pups daily and socialize our pups 
with other puppies and customers. 
• All our puppies come from professional breeders who 
raise healthy adult dogs and puppies. 

PJ Library and the gift of Jewish literature 
• We offer a health warrantee wtth all our pets & 
complementary grooming with the purchase of a pup 
and discounted grooming thereafter. 

289 Cowessett Avenue Suite 8 Cowessett Plaza 
821-1 288 or www.adogstaleboutique.com 

Find out how investing in the Library can )~eld a 
better return for you and allow you to help others 
at the same time. 

To learn more about a charitable annuity, call 
us at 401.455.8003 or visit www.provlib.org. 

B Y BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsu//ivan@JFRl.org 

PROVlDENCE - "When we have 
children, I would love to be involved 
with this program." That's what 
Jessica Engle said to her husband 
several years ago when she first 
read about The PJ Library. Staying 
true to her word, Engle is now the 
mother of 14-month-old Caroline 
and the chair of The PJ Library. 

The PJ Library, created by the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, is 
based on a belief that every Jewish 
child should have access to Jewish 
literature. The PJ Library sends 
high-quality books and CDs to 
Jewish families with children 
between the ages of 6 months and 
6 years. The PJ Library sends out 
64,000 books monthly to its mem
bers in the United States, Canada 

Worden's Pond • W akefield, Rhode Island 
w ebsite: www.campjori .com • E-mail: campjori@gmail.com 

Call Camp Director Ronni Guttin at 401 -463-3170 

wwwjvhri.org 

ETHAN ADLER READS to children at Barnes & Noble in Warwick, 
on Nov. 23, for The PJ Library Book Fair. 

and now Israel. Currently, there are 
more than 750 children in Rhode 
Island receiving PJ Library mailings 
with more on the waiting list. 

"I joined the committee last 
year after our daughter was bornt 
said Engle. '1t's a great way to be 
involved with the community and 
I get to attend the events with my 
daughter." Events include book 
fairs, like the one last month at 
Barnes & Noble, story hours and 
concerts. "Books are the best gift," 
said Engle. "They link generations, 
start conversations, make great bed
time rituals and create memories for 
children." 

The PJ in PJ Library stands for 

pajamas. The program encourages 
families to read to their children at 
bedtime - instilling a life-long love 
of books, culture and Jewish iden
tity, while strengthening the parent
child bond. 

On the first night of Hanukkah, 
decked out in pajamas, Engle read 
this month 's PJ Library selection 
to her daughter - It's HanuMah - a 
book that introduces the pleasures 
and traditions of Hanukkah. 

For more information on 1he Pf 
Library, contact Nicole Katzman at 
nkatzman@bjeri.org, or 331-0956 
ext. 180. 

Blian Sullivan is a marketing asso
ciate far ]FRI. 
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/ Ruth Perlow 
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Aliyah creates name change and more 
Perlow's aliyah /, / , 

sticks, despite travails . :;.r/_ 
BY A ' DY P ERLOW I' 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

My NAME IS 
Andy - or so it was 
all my life until 
exactly 2:15 a.m. on 

April 30, 1985. To some people, 
I was sometimes "Andrew." For 
instance, I was "Andrew" when 
my mother asked me (for the 
third time) to pick something up 
- or when my granddad wanted to 
instill in me a sense of responsibil
ity: "Andrew, I think it's about time 
we discuss your bar mitzvah . . ." 

ANDY PERLOW in Israel 

THE PERLOW FAMILY - Ken, 32; Ruth (pregnant with their fourth 
child), 29; Andy, 6; Jim, 4; and Dana, 2 - in Israel in June 1970. 

I was blissfully Andy for most of 
my first 21 years. That changed in 
one fateful second - all because I 
didn't heed my parents' warning to 
pay attention in Hebrew School. 
Everything was about to change 
because of a yud - the H ebrew 
letter yud, the smallest of all the 
Hebrew letters, barely larger than 
an apostrophe. An anorexic float
ing comma would change my 
name, my gender and my lan

expect me to be an expert on how 
to grilr el gaucho steak .. . 

But wait! It gets worse - and 
all because of a surplus yud! There 
aren't many Andrios in Israel, 
but there is a quite common girl's 
name, Andreen, spelled similarly 
to Andria, but instead of ending 
with vav (a short stroke) it ends 
with a final nun (a longer stroke). 
As a result, clerks in banks, gov
ernment, the army and the police 
department changed my name 
from a highly unlikely Andria 
("must be a spelling error!") to 
Andreen, a girl 's name they know 
and recognize. 

no more spelling errors would mis
represent my gender. I was back to 
Andria. Or so I thought, until I 
got my first paycheck - made out 
to. . .. Andreen. Then, two weeks 
later, official nametags for my uni
form arrived - for Andreen. 

One failed aliyah 
guage. 

Summer in Israel led 
to 'the worst winter 
of Ruth Perlow's life' 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jFRl.org ''FROM THE moment 
we left the house, it 
was a disaster," said 
Ruth Perlow, about her 

aliyah experience with her husband, 
Ken, in 1970. Then expecting their 
fourth child, Ruth and Ken went to 
Kibbutz Bet Ha-Emek with their 
three children. Ironically, they had 
met in Israel, when each had made 
aliyah separately: Ken in 1961 after 
graduating from the University of 
Rhode Island in 1961, and Ruth 
after graduating from Beth Israel 
Nursing School in 1962. 

They met at a kibbutz near 
Netanya, fell in love and decided to 
return to the United States. At the 
time, Ruth was living in Worces
ter, Mass., and Ken in Providence. 
They married, moved to Providence 
and, after moving to Southborough, 
Mass., they had three children. 

Once in Israel, the kids all stayed 
in the children's house during the 
day, Ruth recalled. "During the 
three months we were there, the 
kids had salmonella, impetigo, 
worms, strep, ear infections ... you 
name it, they had it." 

Given those circumstances -
and with a 6-year-old, 4-year-old, 
2-year-old and one more on the 
way, Ruth decided, 'Tm going home 
to have this baby." At the time, she 
fully intended to return to Israel 
with the family after the baby was 
born. But, as the old chestnut goes, 
"Man plans and God laughs." 

At the time the Perlows planned 
to leave, cholera broke out in Jerusa
lem and there was a heat wave - the 
temperature was over 100 degrees. 

While they were waiting to board 
"''an" airplane at the old airport in 

Jerusalem, the kids, ill with a stom
ach bug, vomited-all over themselves 
and their clothes, said Ruth. "Then, 
when we had an emergency layover 
in Germany, the kids were still sick 
and the luggage was lost, so we had 
no clean, dry clothes to put the kids 
in!" 

Finally, the Perlows arrive back 
on U.S. soil, but the saga wasn't 
over ... yet! Ruth said, "We're in a cab 
in New York City and the kids are 
bouncing up and down on the front 
seat . Smack went someone's head 
into the roof of the cab." Their next 
stop was to a pediatrician's office, 
said Ruth, to stitch up the child's 
bloody wound. 

"I had the baby in December, and 
all the kids had chicken pox (their 
resistance was down from being sick 
all summer)," said Ruth. "It was the 
worst winter of my life." 

Editor's Note: It's not all bad news; 
the eldest Perlow son made aliyah at 
age 19. Today, at 46, he's still there. His 
story, 'Aliyah creates name change and 
more,,. is at right! 

In 1985, I decided to make 
aliyah. l spoke some Hebrew; well, 
I knew the meaning of shalom and 
b'vakashah and todah rabbah. But 
I definitely paid no attention at 
Tuesday afternoon Hebrew classes, 
full of resentment that all my bud
dies were home playing outdoors 
while I was being treated differ
ently. And now, God was about to 
pay me back. 

I was the only new immigrant 
on the flight. On my arrival at Ben 
Gurion Airport at 2 a.m., a police
woman took me upstairs to a tired, 
bored, and evil immigration clerk 
who was awaiting only me before 
finishing his shift and going home. 
Having spent my Hebrew School 
days doing everything I could to 
annoy my teacher, I couldn't read 
or write Hebrew, so this "devil 
clerk" filled in all my paperwork 
amid copious yawns and . sighs. 
Little did I know that he inserted 
a minuscule yud into _my name, 
turning A ndrew into Andria! 

Suddenly, I became a South 
American from Argentina. I was 
instantly Hispanic- though people 
found it· odd that I didn't have an 
Argentine accent. They looked at 
my name, and then address me in 
Spanish, insist I drink matte, and 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 
wwwjvhri.org 

l/10.llflV[;WWW 

The real trouble started in the 
army. Although my Hebrew had 
improved, I was far from fluent. I 
was assigned to an infantry unit. 
At the fi rst roll call, everything 
went fine until the sergeant came 
to "Andreen." He paused, and 
everyone swiveled their heads 
looking for - a girl? It was obvious 
that my macho unit included no 
girls. He called "Andreen" again. 
"Andreen," I thought. "Poor guy, 
I'm glad it's not me." Phew! The 
sergeant was getting really angry 
now; after calling "Andreen" a 
couple more times, he yelled out, 
''Andreen Perlow, are you in shock? 
Wake up and raise your hand 
now!" Needless to say, the guys 
loved it, and the name "Andreen" 
stuck. 

On finishing my army stint, as 
Andreen, I joined the police. By 
now my Hebrew was pretty good; 

After two years of writing let
ters, and with help from my offi
cers, I once again became Andria 
- still not Andrew and a long way 
from Andy, but at least no longer 
Andreen. I joined an anti-terror 
unit - and my new uniform's nam
etags still said "Andreen." I joined 
a different branch of the police -
more of the same. I've now been 
in the police force for 20 years and 
my paychecks are still made out to 
Andreen. The older cops still call 
me Andreen - thankfully, the new 
cops don't dare. 

Who would have thought that 
screwing up in Hebrew School 
35 years ago would cost me so 
dearly for so long? Is it payback 
for smacking my Hebrew teacher? 
Maybe. O r for not becoming a bar 
mitzvah? More likely than not! 
Is there a moral here? Yes: Either 
make aliyah at a normal hour of 
the day or learn how to spell your 
name in Hebrew before you land! 

And Mr. Clerk, if I ever find 
you, I will write you a parking tick
ets until I retire - or at least until I 
receive an "Andy" name tag! 

Andy - a/k/a Andreen - Perlow 
lives in Israel. 

Bridal . Fashion , Special Occasion • Photography Makeup 

ROUGE Makeup Artistry 
www.rougemakeupartistry.com 

Nadia Beth 
Makeup Artist & Licensed Esrhetician 
Phone: (617) 759.9114 
Emai l: info@rougemakeupartistry.com 
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ARCHITECT 

www.burmanarchitects.com 
burmanarchitects@fullchannel.net 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
·Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 

in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

ANTIQUES BUSINESS BROKERS 

A . 
NTIQUE 

ACQUISITIONS 
STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS. GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH/WEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CO FERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, Rl 

(401) 397-3361 ext. 6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

),l Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL · NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ~--~• 
: ~i::~i~s BULLION &GOLD JEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
· GOLDJEWELRV & WATCHES BEST 

• • -,,. • ANTIQUES,STERLING SILVER 

~ · COINS&BARS PRICES 
• USAND FOREIGN 
• PCGS.NG( authorized 

NOWAVAllABU 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
GoldCoin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Siver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

PODIT COIN fXCIIANGl IN[ 
Servingbanks,anorneys,estates 
and the public for over 4-0 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networks • Installation • Repair 

Network Video Surveillance 
Virus/Spyware Removal 

Macintosh Repair 
On.Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWALL~ ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Suite C • Warwick, RI• www.pctroublo.com 

iQ Larry B. Parness 
..... 

Thinking outside the box 

Full service accounting firm providing 
businesstindividual 

consulting 
Tax Preparation 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@1x netcom com 
128 Dorrance St. • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

INSURANCE 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service ... Insurance Professionals 

245 Waterman Ave .. #5 I Providence. RI 02906 
401-751-2990 I JGBrier@aol.com 

www.brier-brier.com 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLV: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG - FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK 
, wwwjvhri.org 
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BUSINESS 
Do you own your own business? 
Share your story in 7b, ]EW1SH VOICE & HERArn 

We plan to focus on Jewish entrepreneurs in our Jan. 21 , 2011 
edition of the paper. If you think your entrepreneurial story is 

newsworthy, your story may be included in that issue. Please contact 
Nancy Kirsch, the executive editor, at 421-4111 ext. 168 

or nkirsch@JFRl.org in December! 

Don't delay - we want to hear from you. 
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DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION 

POSITION 
Become Temple Sinai 's next 
education innovator. Design ~ 
religious and Hebrew school 
curriculum and activities 
for students K - 12. Lead 
staff. Administer budget. Part
time, starts June 2011 , 
Cranston, RI. See "Educator 
Search" at templesinairi. 
org. Resume and cover letter to 
Betsy Shimberg at kshimberg@ 
cox.net. 

HOUSECLEANER 
AVAILABLE 

Housecleaning: Reliable, 
dependable, years of 
experience. References 
available. Donna, 316-1120. 

JOB WANTED 
CNA, 20 years experience 
working with the elderly. Light 
personal care, housework and 
errands. Immediately available 
for any hours and ALWAYS 
available weekends! Strong 
professional references. 
Contact Maria 228-6035 or 
944-0642. 

MASSAGE 
THERAPIST 

NOW IN 
PROVIDENCE 

"Best of Boston" massage 
therapist, Cathryn Moskow, now 
on East Side, Providence. Since 
1993, Deep Tissue/Swedish, 
Biodynamics, Rehab/chronic 
pain relief, Pre-natal massage. 
Gift certificates always the right 
size/color. For appointment: 
808-0837. 

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, contact Tricia Stearly: 
tstearly@jfri.org or 421-4111, ext. 160. 

The JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

o-, ,._ Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
JffdI~ Estimates with~ 

24 Hon 

• Professional & Reliable 

Paul Abreu • Licensed & Insured 

401·252-9577 i • Excellent References 
.........................•..••.•.•••••. ~ •.. F~[~ (!~191~~ !!~! -2?~ .. 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll Free 800-725-3 037 
S88 Pawtucket Avenue, PawtuckeL RI 02860 

(401) 722-2400 • FAX: (401 ) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenue, Attleboro, HA 02703 
(SOS) l22-44SO • FAX: (SOS) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place, Suite S30, Lincoln. RI 0286S 
(401 ) JJ4-JJOO • FAX:(401) JJ4-l414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 

1be JEWISH Vo1CE & Hawn 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 401-421-4111, ext 160 
tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS' WATER HEATERS• SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed· Serviced • Repaired 

401-265-9152 • 401-233-4882 

SALON SERVICES 

First time customers 
Receive a 20% discount 

with this ad. 

Not to be combined with other promotions 

888 Smith Street, Providence· 401-331-4888 

SERVICES FoR SENIORS 
It's a M1tzvah to 

RENT·A·MENSCH 
Specializing In Scrvtcc for Senion 
to keep you safe and secure in your home. 

•Property Maintenance and Managemuit 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to 

•m1n1mize fall nsks 
•max,m1ze: convenience:, efficiency 

and safety 

Wayne Rosenberg 

Tel 401 -273-46<2 • Mobile 617-633-6062 
www rentamensch us 

... ' 
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SCIENCE & SOCIETY 

May onions grow in your pupik 
What impact do 

curses actually have? 

.NURSE, MORE than 
mere wish, is some

,mes a calamity. Curses 
ave been with us from 

the beginni~g. Mankind, in all its 
innocence, did not progress very far 
before it was burdened with a series 
of terrible curses (Genesis 3:14-19). 

Centuries ago, a person uttered 
a curse fully expecting that his 
imprecations were more than hasty 
expressions of wrath or frustration. 
A curse was viewed by both curser 

Stanley 
Aronson, M.D. 

and accursed 
as a palpable 
threat; and it was 
accepted that a 
properly worded 
curse would 
cause cattle to 
sicken, crops to 
wither, preg
nant women to 
miscarry, strong 
men to waste 

away and even great empires to 
crumble. 

The student of cursing must 
distinguish between mere exple
tive profanities on the one hand 
and denunciations, oaths, spells, 

voodoos, whammies, incantations, 
damnations or maledictions on the 
other. Not all curses were designed 
to wreak havoc with another per
son's health. Curses come in various 
shapes and sizes: Some brief, others 
lasting for generations; some flip
pant, others solemn; some narrowly 
focused, others broadly indiscrimi
nate. The ultimate success of a curse 
could be contingent upon the curs
er's social standing. A curse intoned 
by a rabbi may be more effective 
than that of an itinerant drug ped
dler. 

Cursing more as an insult than a 
malediction was institutionalized in 
Elizabethan England. It might con-

sist of two or more belittling, often 
alliterative, adjectives modifying a 
demeaning noun: "Thou art an art
less, alley-bred aborigine!" 

This form of curse, common in 
Shakespeare's plays, assumed that 
the cursed one was already victim to 
some malady and that the curse did 
little more than reinforce its reality. 
In general, the more flamboyant the 
.curse, the less damaging it was. 

Ireland, where religion, poetry 
and curses are taken seriously, 
improved upon the Elizabethan 
curse. Even St. Patrick's curses are 
remembered. His saintly expres
sions were gentle when compared 
with current Celtic curses: "May 

Thank you for letting NECHAMA work with your community 
in helping to clean up after the spring floods. Togetherwe 
were able to accomplish something bigger then all of us! 

NECHAMA 
JEWISH RESPONSE 

TD DISASTER 

Help pay it forward so that NECHAMA can partner with other 
communities recovering from disasters. 

Please donate today! 
www.razoo.com/story/Nechama-Jewish-Disaster-Response-1 
or send a check to: 

NECHAMA 
4330 Cedar Lake Road 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
wwwjvhri.org 
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your sword become as dull as your 
wit, your shield as thin as your 
deeds and your armor as dented 
as your brain." Hibernian curses 
exhibit wit, color and originality. 
Anyone may wish an adversary to 
go to hell, but how many people are 
inventive enough to wish that he be 
accompanied, on his road to perdi
tion, by ravens pecking feverishly at 
his liver? 

Nineteenth-century Russian Jews 
oppressed by the tsars developed 
their own unique curses - plain
tive rather than vindictive, ellip
tical rather than blunt and often 
poignantly humorous: "May you 
die and be reincarnated as a cande
labrum to hang by day and burn by 
night!" "May onions grow in your 

"A curse intoned 
by a rabbi may be 

more effective than 
that of an itinerant 

drug peddler." 

pupik (belly-button)!" 
A curse that starts with the word 

"May ... " ("May you be brought low 
by leprosy!") implies that the victim 
does not already have leprosy. Thus, 
the curse carries a measure of uncer
tainty, an interval of time between 
the wish for leprosy and the emer
gence thereof. This brief interval 
gave rise to another countervailing 
cottage industry: persons who, for 
a fee, will provide incantations to 
obstruct the original curse. 

"May .. " curses uttered by humans 
contrast sharply with scriptural 
curses proclaimed by God: "The 
Lord will smite thee with a con
sumption, and with a fever, and 
with an inflammation .... and they 
shall pursue thee until thou perish." 
(Deuteronomy 28:22) There is no 
latent interval and no ambiguity in 
curses of Divine origin. 

The dynamics of cursing leaves 
many questions unresolved. Must 
the cursed one actually hear the 
curse for it to be effective? Are 
curses subject to statutes of limita
tion? Do curses function even when 
directed against someone innocent 
of the crime? What is the source of 
power to transmute a curse into a 
genuine hazard? Who adjudicates 
between contradictory curses? And 
finally, are curses truly effective? 

In the words ofR. Barham (1788-
1845): 

"Never was heard such a terrible 
curse/ 

But what gave rise to no little sur
prise, 

Nobodyseem'donepennytheworsef" 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Univer
sity. Contact him at smamd@cox.net. 
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Lasting friendships 
Relationships enrich 

my life beyond 
measure 

LIKE M OST SENIO R 
citizens, I have had my 
share of joys :tnd woes. 
Sometimes, even as we 

are preoccupied with aches and 
pains, we should 
briefly stop and 
count our bless
ings. For me, that 
means remem
bering how fortu
nate I am to have 
always had dear 

Terna friends. When we 
Gouse remember those ----- we have lost, we 

should cherish the memories of 
how our relationships enhanced 
our lives. 

For me, it all began on the first 
day of kindergarten. I entered the 
classroom, feeling woefully inse-

cure. Seated on the floor were 47 
other terrified five-year-olds. (Yes, 
48 students per classroom was 
then the norm in Chicago public 
schools). I was as uninhibited then 
as I am now. The school bell rang at 
noontime and I left holding hands 
with my new friends, Ann and 
Shirley, who are still my fri ends, 
even though they have been in 
California for many decades and 
I arrived in Providence nearly 63 
years ago. For more than 80 years, 
we have shared each other's joys 
and sorrows. 

Sometimes we remember each 
other's special occasions, and 
sometimes we fo rget. But the bond 
continues. When the phone rings 
and I hear, "H ello," I do not need 
to ask who is calling, and the tele
phone company gets rich while we 
update each other. 

In college, I also acquired a 
loving friend who now lives in 
Chicago. H er life could not be 
more different than mine, but that 
does not diminish her importance 

INTEREST 
FREE LOANS 
We loan money 

NO INTEREST OR FEES CHARGED 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 
Rhode Island residents if you are having problems 

LOANS UP TO $2,400 
For medical and dental bills, heating and electric bills, 

home and car repairs etc. 

LOANS UP TO $3,600 
For schooling and educational purposes 

THE HEBREW FREE LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF PROVIDENCE 

(Gemilath Chesed) 

Contact us at: 401-331-3081 
or www.hflprovidence.org 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861-1403 

to me. W hen we met, I was sure 
we came from different worlds 
and would never have common 
interests. And I was right. But she 
taught me that similarities are not 

"A reciprocal 
friendship is a very 
special commodity. 
Enjoy it, share it, 

benefit from it, do 
not abuse it." 

essential to friendship. In more 
than 60 years, we have probably 
seen each other no more than six or 
seven times, but the bond remains. 

It was not easy to leave my fa mily 
and these friendships behind to 
marry and move to New Eng
land. But I was fortunate enough 
to be befriended by others. I made 

friends in my apartment house and 
with women in H adassah. A nd 
parenthood took care of the rest. 

Another opportunity for expan
sion of friendships came when 
my kids were old enough to go to 
school and I returned to my pro
fession. Then, an entirely different 
group of people entered my life 
and became very precious to me. I 
have been reti red for 25 years and 
they remain among the group of 
friends I hold dearest. 

I know that I have been very 
lucky. It has not come without a 
price. Two friends here who unwit
tingly became my unrelated sisters 
have both passed away, leaving 
voids that cannot be filled. I need 
to remind myself how fortunate I 
was to have had their love and sup
port so far away from my natural 
family. 

Real friendships are very special. 
They are there to cheer you. They 
are there to chastise you. They are 
there when the world seems very 
dark. They are there to share your 

happy times. And they give you 
the opportunity to be helpful in 
return . The give and take in these 
relationships is rarely discussed - it 
just happens naturally and sponta
neously. 
. Friendship does not come 

spontaneously to us all. Shyness, 
a desire for privacy and lack of 
opportunity are all factors that can 
deprive us of these associations. 
But if you are fortunate enough 
to have the opportunities to share 
the good and bad in your life with 
decent caring others, you can have 
a much fuller life. 

Friendship is a two-way street. 
The overly-dependent person who 
makes excessive demands (emo
tionally or materially) of their 
fr iend risks losing a relationship 
that is really precious. 

A reciprocal friendship is a very 
special commodity. Enjoy it, share 
it, benefit from it, do not abuse it. 

Terna Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 
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and happy holiday. 
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HANUKKAH warmth and light permeate community-wide celebration 

From, Page 1 

during this festival of lights cannot 
be lost [on us]," said Rabbi Amy 
Levin, representing the Rhode 
Island Board of Rabbis. Rabbi 
Levin, vice president of the board 
and Temple Torat Yisrael's rabbi, 
lit the Hanukkah candles. She said 
that fire destroys and fire brings 
warmth and hope during the dark
est days of the year. She reminded 
the audience of the constant dis
putes between the school of Sham
mai and school of Hillel, including 
one about lighting Hanukkah can
dles. Disagreeing with Shammai's 
proposal to light all eight candles 
and then subtract one light each 
night, Hillel recommended adding 
one light each night, thus bring
ing more warmth and light to all 
present at the celebration, to those 
who are homeless here in Rhode 
Island, and to those who are suffer
ing in Israel. And, as history shows, 
Hillel, as he mostly did, prevailed! 

Echoing the theme of Hanuk
kah, Bazak spoke of the holiday 
as one celebrated by people from 
different political perspectives and 
from many different cultures. More 
than 2,000 years ago, he said, Jews 
managed to fight against the Greek 
empire - the small band of Jews 
stood up for their rights to preserve 
and protect Judea, Samaria and 
Jerusalem - the same places we are 
fighting for today. "Every year we 
celebrate," he said, "though some 
years Jews have celebrated while in 
hiding. Today, we are celebrating 
the holiday as a strong, proud state 
oflsrael. Today, Jews and non-Jews 
light menorahs around the world -

it's a holiday of hope and unity that 
teaches us about [our] strength and 
[our] history." 

Bazak, who spoke proudly of the 
young country's accomplishments 
in so many areas (cell phones, com
puter chips, pharmaceuticals, medi
cal stents, etc.), touched briefly on 
political issues. We want to live in 
peace and quiet - without fearing 
suicide bomlfers and without fear
ing for our children's daily safety -
but history shows that peace must 
be based on security arrangements, 
he said. "We have hope for peace 
negotiations now," he said. "Peace is 
all we want." 

Despite the presence of govern
ment leaders or their representatives 
- including Sue Stenhouse, director 
of community relations for Gover
nor Donald Carcieri, who brought 
greetings and a citation from the 
governor; Richard Licht, who spoke 
more as a representative for Gover
nor-elect Lincoln Chafee (he has 
been nominated to serve as Chafee's 
director of administration) than as 
a Federation lay leader; State Sena
tor Josh Miller; State Senator Leo 
Raptakis and Providence Police 
Chief Colonel Dean Esserman -
the event's speakers focused on two 
themes: Hanukkah and the strong 
bonds of friendship between Rhode 
Island and Israel. 

"When I was at the General 
Assembly in Washington, D.C., 
one year ago," said Licht, "Benja
min Netanyahu mentioned only 
one state: Rhode Island. It was, he 
said, the only state smaller than 
Israel. You may be in the smallest of 
the 50 states [here in Rhode Island], 
but you're in the greatest of the 50 
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RABBI AMY LEVIN lights the Hanukkah candles. 

states." 
That comment elicited cheers 

and applause from the crowd, many 
of whom were natives or longtime 
residents of Rhode Island. 

Licht told Bazak that Chafee 
looks forward to strengthening the 
bonds between Rhode Island and 
Israel and extends his sympathies 
to the nation, in light of the dev
astating forest fire. Rhode Island is 
the home of religious liberty, Licht 
said, anc! invited Bazak to attend 
the annual reading of the George 
Washington letter at the Touro 
Synagogue this summer. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Before Bazak spoke, Doris Fein
berg, Federation president, wel
comed the audience and the new 
Consul General; Hinda Eisen of 
Temple Emanu-El led the audience 
in the national anthems of the U.S. 
and Israel; our Israel emissary, Yisca 
Shalev, read a poem in Hebrew for 
the fire victims in Israel; and Rabbi 
Levin translated the poem. 

After the Hanukkah candie
lighting, Marilyn Rueschemeyer, 
chair of the Community Relations 
Council (CRC) of the Federa
tion - which sponsored the event -
introduced key speakers, including 

Stenhouse, Licht ana Avi Nevel, 
who, as chair of the CRC's Israel 
Task Force, introduced Bazak. 

After Bazak spoke, Marty 
Cooper, director of the CRC, pre
sented him ,vith several gifts from 
the Jewish - and sports - communi
ties and invited him to come back 
any time. Bazak, a quick study, 
quickly recognized that people here 
take the Boston Red Sox seriously! 

The crowd munched on latkes 
and sujganiyyot, while enjoying the 
music of Mike Miller Swingtet. 

Some quick facts about Shai Bazak 
• Born and raised in Jerusalem. 
• Served in combat units of the 

Israel Defense Forces. 
• Holds undergraduate and 

master's degrees from Bar-Ilan 
University. 

• Served as media director 
and spokesperson for Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

• Served as Consul General of 
Israel to Florida and Puerto Rico 

• Founded, along with others, 
Nefesh B'nefesh, an organiza
tion promoting aliyah among 
North Americans. 

• As the Consul General of 
Israel to New England, he and 
the Consulate Office serve as the 
official liaison between people in 
New England and Israel. Con
sulate staff members meet regu
larly with representatives from 
academia, government and civic 
organizations, interfaith groups 
and the Jewish community. 

For more information about 
the CRC or the Consul General 
ef Israel, contact Marty Cooper at 
421-4111 ext. 171 or mcooper@ 
JFRl. org. 
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OBITUARIES 
Hershel Alpert 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Hershel 
Alpert, a life
long resident of 
New Bedford, 
Mass., died on 
Dec. 3. 

The son of 
George and 
Rose (Seder-
holm) Alpert, 
he was a gradu

ate of New Bedford High School 
and Colby College. He met his wife, 
Barbara (Weiss) Alpert, at Colby 
College. 

After serving in the U.S. Army, 
he returned to New Bedford to 

work at Alperts Furni
~ ture Store. He served 
\~ as president of Arlan's 

Furniture (a subs1d1ary 
of Alperts Furniture) with stores in 
Massachusetts, New York and Flor
ida; president of Alperts Furniture 
Warehouse and Showroom, with 15 
stores; and president and chief exec
utive officer of Alperts Furniture in 
Seekonk, Mass. He received many 
honors, including the Brand Names 
Foundation Retailer of the Year 
Award, the Retailers Association of 
Massachusetts Retailer of the Year 
and the National Home Furnishings 
Association Retailer of the Year in 
2005. 

In 2007 . . at age 75, he became 
a cohsultant, and lectured at the 
Charlton College of Business at 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth, where he was a faculty 
member and the senior executive in 
residence. A member of the univer
sity's· Foundation b"oard, he served 
on the Dean's Advisory Council at 
the Charlton College of Business and 
the Advisory Board at the Center 
for Marketing Research. He was a 
past president and chairman of the 
National Home Furnishings Asso
ciation, a past chairman and trustee 
of the National Home Furnishings 
Foundation and a board member of 
the Home Furnishings Association, 
New England. 

He served on the board of the 
Buttonwood Park Zoological Soci
ety, the New Bedford Symphony 
Orchestra and the United Way of 
Greater New Bedford, where he was 

a member of the Finance Commit
tee, and was previousiy a member of 
the New Bedford Industrial Devel
opment Financing Authority. 

He leaves his children, Beth, Bruce 
(and his wife Heidi), Peter (and his 
wife Rebecca Drill) and Scott Alpert; 
his grandchildren, Leah, Marcus, 
Hannah, David, Daniel, Amanda and 
Laura Alpert; and his sister, Beverly 
Goldstein. 

Contributions may be made to the 
charity of your choice, or the Her
shel and Barbara Alpert Charitable 
Fund/Fidelity Gift Fund, c/o Alpert 
Law LLC, 105 Chestnut Street #17, 
Needham, MA 02492. 

Dr. William F. Cooper, 91 
EAST GREENWICH - Dr. William 
Cooper died on Dec. 2. He was the 
husband of the late Claire (Reich
bach) Cooper. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a son 
of the late Nathan and Elizabeth 

Cooper, he had lived in 
~ East Greenwich for five 
I~ years, previously residing 

in Long Island, N.Y. 
A World War II Army veteran who 

served stateside, he was a podia
trist in the Bronx, N.Y. for 57 years, 
before retiring nine years ago. He 
graduated from New York University 
in 1938 and the New York School of 
Podiatry. 

A founding member of Temple 
Sinai in Roslyn Heights, N.Y., he was 
a member of the Greater New York • 
Podiatry Society and Old Westbury 
Country Club. 

He was the father of Pamela Jane 
Hanzel and her husband, Dr. Melvin, 
of East Greenwich; Dale Susan Wal
lace' and her husband, Theodore, 
of Allentown, Penn.; and the late 
Michael Aaron Cooper. He was the 
brother of the late Julius Cooper and 
Elaine Cooper; the grandfather of 
Melinda, Bradley, Andrei and Mihai; 
and the great-grandfather of Skyler. 

Contributions may be made to the 
American Parkinson Disease Asso
ciation. 

Barbara Epstein, 80 
PROVIDENCE - Barbara Epstein 
died on Dec. 6. Born and raised in 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, she was the 
daughter of the late Gordon and Lil
lian (Becker) Elman. 

A 1951 graduate of Wellesley Col
lege, she majored in political science, 
and attained Phi Beta Kappa in her 
junior year. 

She was married to Dr. Nathan 
Epstein. First living in New York, they 
later moved to Montreal., A discern
ing art collector while raising a young 
family, she was active in the commu
nity, running the Wellesley Club of 
Montreal and serving on the Board 
of the Baron de Hirsch Society. 

She received her master's degree 
in political science from McMaster 
University. She served as the vice 
chairman of United Israel Appeal for 
Canada. 

In 1977, they moved to Provi
dence, where she became involved 
with Brown University, including 
with Hillel. She volunteered at the 
Athenaeum. 

She is survived by her husband 
Nate; her daughters, Tobe (Joel 
Barad). Nancy (David Goldbloom), -
and Jane; and her grandchildren 

, Daniel, Will, Gordon and Lillian. 
Donations may be made to 

Wellesley College or Home & Hos
pice Care of Rhode Island, 1085 
North Main St., Providence, RI 
02904 or www.HHCRl.org, 

A. Lee Exter, 95 
WEST WARWICK - A. Lee Exter, 
died on Nov. 25. A lifelong Rhode 
Island resident, he had lived in 
Providence and West Warwick. He 
was the husband of the late Ruth 
(Brown) Exter. He was a son of the 
late David and Sarah (Weisberg) 
Exter. 

He was a private detective for 
the Rhode Island Private Detective 

Bureau for 50 years until 
'~ his retirement in 1970. He 
\~ began a second career as 

manager of the former 
Cowesset Marina, now Brewer's 
Yacht Yard for 15 years, retiring in 
1985. He was a World War II Marine 
veteran serving stateside. 

He was the father of Courtney 
Exter of West Warwick; the brother 
of Kaye Licker and Bea Shwartz, 
both of Warwick; and the late 
Sidney Exter, Ann Goldstein and 
Mildred Chase. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 
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Kathleen Henshaw, 87 
WARWICK - Kathleen Henshaw 
died on Nov. 9 at Rhode Island Hos
pital. She was the wife of the late 
Francis Henshaw. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late Samuel 
and Sarah (Aslauer) Fineberg, she 
had lived in Warwick since 1967. She 
was a medical transcriptionist and 
also loved speaking Yiddish. 

She was the mother of Steven 
Levin of East Providence; the sister 
of Morris Fineberg of Las Vegas, 
Nev., and the late David Fineberg; 
the grandmother of Jason Samuel 
Levin and the great-grandmother of 
Emma. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity, 

Celia (Green) Korman 
NORTH ATTLEBORO, Mass, - Celia 
Korman, a resident of North Attle
boro, Mass. for 50 years, died on 
Nov, 18, in North Providence after 
a short illness. She was the former 
wife of Melvin Korman, 

She was the mother of Janet 
Korman-Parra and her husband. Luis 
Parra, of Braintree, Mass.; Murray 
Korman and his wife, Catharine Hall, 
of Annapolis, Md.; Larry Korman and 
his wife, Susan, of Baltimore, Md; 
and Diane (Korman) Stacy and her 
husband, Douglas, of Greenville; the 
grandmother of Jamie Parra, Edward 
Parra and Nadav Korman; and the 
great-grandmother of William and 
Logan Parra. She was the sister of 
the late Frieda Green and Norman 
Green, and the daughter of the 
late George and Annie (Varonsky) 
Green, immigrants from Russia. 

Born in Boston, she worked at 
the Charlestown Navy Yard for 
three years after graduating from 
Charlestown High School, circa 
1942. Shortly after marrying, she 
moved from Cranston to North 
Attleboro, Mass .. She was a book
keeper, a notary public and worked 
for Nugents, a dress shop in S<:>uth 
Attleboro, Mass. 

She volunteered with the Cub 
Scouts, PTA, North Attleboro Cen
tennial celebration and American 

Red Cross, and educated her chil
dren in the Jewish traditions and 
rituals. She was a member of Temple 

• Emanu-EI. 
Donations may be made to the 

American Institute for Cancer 
· Research, 1759 R St. NW, Washing

ton, D.C. 20090 or www.aicr.org. 

Irving H. Mills, 93 
WARWICK - Irving Mills died on 
Dec. 2 at Rhode Island Hospital. He 
was the husband of Elinor (Schlem
mer) Mills; they were married for 67 
years. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late David and Ida (Nager) Mills, he 
had lived in Warwick for 58 years. 
He was co-owner with the late 
Albert "Babe" Mills of the former 
Mills Bros. Auto Tops, the former 
De Mills Women's Apparel and the 
former I.D. Mills Builders, before he 
retired in 1980. 

He enjoyed t ime with his grand
children at Narragansett Beach. 

He was the father of Stephen 
Mills, Esq. and Geraldine Mills, M.D.; 
the brother of the late Celia Fleisig, 
Reta Roseman, Lillian Chernov, and 
Albert, Sanford, Morris and Wil
liam Mills. He was the grandfather of 
Heather, Aaron and Sara Mills. 

Contributions may be made to 
American Heart Association, 275 
Westminster St., Providence, RI 
02903. 

Susan C. Richter, 62 
CRANSTON - Susan Richter died 
on Nov. 21 at Rhode Island Hos
pital. She was the wife of Ronald 
Richter; they were married for 40 
years. • · 

Born in Albany, N.Y., a daughter of 
Betty (Rosenthal) Cohen of Boyn
ton Beach, Fla. and Cranston and 
the late Donald Cohen, she had lived 
in Cranston for 40 years. She was a 
member of Temple Torat Yisrael and 
its Sisterhood. 

She was the mother of Jason 
Richter of Cranston; and the sister of 
Dean Cohen of Chulota, Fla.; Joyce 
Cohen Paquin of Warwick and Cindy 
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Collum of Cranston. 
Contributions may be made to 

Temple Torat Yisrael. 
Mildred Schuster, 89 

WARWICK - Mildred Schuster died 
· Nov. 28 at The Miriam Hospital. She 
was the wife of the late Bernard 
Schuster. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Michael and 
Annie (Horner) Harrison, she had 
lived in Pawtucket and Cranston 
before moving to Tama risk last year. 

She was employed by the Manu
facturing Jewelers Sales Associa
tion for more than 20 years and the 
United Jewelry Show for 40 years, 
before retiring in 1977. She was a 
member of Temple Sinai and its Sis
terhood. 

She was the mother of Michael 
Schuster and his wife, Terry, of Nar
ragansett; and Judith Schuster of 
Philadelphia, Penn. She was the 
sister of the late Bernard Harrison ; 
and the grandmother of Andrew 

· James and the late Daniel Erik 
Schuster. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Daniel Erik Schuster Endowment 
Fund, c/o Camp JORI , P.O. Box 
5299, Wakefield, RI 02880. 
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Martin M. Temkin, 81 
PROVIDENCE - Martin M. Temkin, 
an attorney, died on Dec. 4. He 

was the hus- -
band of Beatrice 
(DePasquale) 
Temkin. Born on 
March 28, 1929 
in Providence, he 
was a son of the 
late Charles and 

._ _ _._.::a........,u Rose (Pullman) 
Temkin. 

A lifelong resident of Providence, 
he was a graduate of Hope High 
School, Brown University, and 
Boston University School of Law. 
He was a member of the RI , MA. and 
American bar associations and the 
Estate Planning Council. 

A tireless fundraiser and volunteer 
for numerous organizations, he held 
board and/or leadership positions 
with many organizations, including 
Hospice Care of RI Foundation , The 
Miriam Hospital, First Night Provi
dence, Jewish Senior Agency of RI , 
AIDS Project RI , the YMCA, Jewish 
Home for the Aged of RI , the RI 
Food Bank, the Urban League of RI , 

the Hebrew Free Loan Association, 
the Jewish Federation of RI and the 
Friends of RI School for the Deaf. He 
also founded an ecumenical dialogue 
group of priests and rabbis, and was 
a member ofT eml?le Beth-El. 

With friends from many walks of 
life, he enjoyed tennis, wind surf
ing and downhill skiing. He was a 
voracious reader and loved classi
cal music. He adored being with his 
wife of almost 38 years, Bea, and 
his ultimate joy was spending time 
with his children, grandchildren, and 
18-month-old twin great-grandsons. 

He is survived by his three chil
dren, Lisa Nisky and her husband, 
Michael; Donna Paolino Urciuoli; 
and the former mayor of Providence, 
Joseph R. Paolino, Jr., and his wife, 
Lianne ; his grandchildren, Dylan and 
Leland Nisky, Mari Bianco and her 
husband Angelo, Kara Marchionte, 
Jennifer, Christina, Jacqueline and 
Joseph Ill Paolino; and his great
grandsons, Nicholas and AJ Bianco. 
He was the brother of the late Jacob 
and Noah Temkin. 

Donations may be made to Assoc. 
Chief of Medicine Fund at The 
Miriam Hospital Foundation. Box H, 
Providence, 02901. 
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"I KNOW 

John Cardullo earned himself a $25 gift card to Pizzico, when he referred a new 
advertising customer to us. 

Call Tricia Stearly, at 421-4111, ext. 160 or e-mail tstearly@JFRl.org to get 
in on the deal. You find us a business person who would love business from our 
community, and if he or she advertises with us, you get the prize! 

"'JEWLSHVOICE &_HERALD 

wwwjvhri.org 

II 

D'VAR 
D'vARToRAH 

Don't quarrel 
with the way · 

GENESIS 
44,18 - 47,27 

Parashat Va-Yiggash 

Br R,,um ANDREW KLEI N 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

TIE BOOK OF 
enesis is filled with 
onderful tales about 

the origins of human
ity as well as the beginnings 
of the Jewish people. W e learn 
about our forefathers and fore
mothers and come to understand 
that they embody every facet of 
human nature imaginable. Our 
ancestors' lives were filled with 
sibling rivalry, deception, lust, 
murder, incest, and also love, 
kindness, compassion, loyalty and 
the promise of a life filled with 
rewards for an unwavering faith 
in God. 

The last four portions in the 
Book of Genesis all focus on the 
story of Joseph - the youthful 
hubris and arrogance of a favorite 
son, the disdain that his brothers 
felt for him, how he fared after his 
brothers tried to get rid of him, 
and how, in all his endeavors, even 
while he was in prison, "The Lord 
was with Joseph." (Gen. 39:21) 

Joseph was known for his abil
ity to interpret dreams, but he was 
always quick to point out that it 
was really God who interpreted 
the dreams; he simply spoke the 
words of God. Being able to inter
pret dreams literally saved Joseph 
on several occasions and ulti
mately was responsible for reunit
ing Joseph with his brothers. 

When Joseph, the second most 
powerful man in Egypt, sent his 
brothers (the same brothers who 
had thrown him into a pit in the 
desert) to the Land of Canaan to 

bring their father, Jacob, back to 
Egypt with them, he warned his 
brothers, "al tir-g'zu ba-derekh." 
These three words (in Genesis 
45:24) can be translated in a vari
ety of ways: 

• "Do not be agitated on the 
journey," wrote Everett Fox, in 
The Five Books of Moses 

• "Do not be anxious along the 
way," wrote Gunther Plaut, in 1he 
Torah:A Modern Commentary 

• "Do not be quarrelsome on 
the way," from The Jewish Pub
lication Society's Hebrew English 
Tanakh. 

How wonderful that Hebrew 
can use one word to express so 
many similar, yet different, ideas. 
The Torah understands the com
plexity and the multi-faceted 
natUie of human emotions very 
well and tells us, through Joseph, 
that the brothers might have an 
array of mixed feelings on their 
journey back to Canaan. 

They might have been agitated 
and worried about what would 
happen when their father learned 
of theis deception about what 
they had done to Joseph. They 
might have quarreled and blamed 
each other for what they had done 
to Joseph, rather than sharing 
the responsibility. Perhaps they 
might have feared for their physi
cal safety on the road with all the 
treasures that they were bringing 
back to Jacob. 

All of these are possible reasons 
as to why Joseph told the brothers, 
"al tir-g'zu ba-derekh." 

There is yet another possible 
interpretation for Joseph's warn
ing to his brothers. Rabbi Men
achem Mendl of Kotzk (also 
known as the Kotzker Rebbe), a 
hasidic rabbi and leader during 
the first half of the 1800s, teaches 
us that the prefix 'b-," in addition 
to meaning ~

1
in~ on"and along," can 

also mean with. Therefore, al 
tir-g'zu ba-derekh can also mean, 
"do not quarrel with the way." 

The Kotzker Rebbe goes on to 
explain that Joseph is telling his 
brothers not to quarrel with the 
way that God is directing them 
and their lives. Joseph says to 
them, "Do not be distressed or 
reproach yourselves because you 
sold me hither; it was to save life 
that God sent me ahead of you." 
Joseph is willing to look at his 
years in Egypt as part of God's 
plan for his life - part of God's 
plan for the destiny of the Jewish 
people. 

Joseph knew that he lived a 
life with God, and he wanted his 
brothers to do the same. Joseph 
desperately wanted his brothers 
to share the same faith that he 
had and for them to be able to 
say that God was with them too. 
The Torah is teaching us the same 
lesson about our lives, leaving us 
to wonder . .. What would my life 
look like if I let go just a little bit, 
if I gave up trying to control so 
much of everything and everyone 
all around me, if I simply did the 
best I could and trusted that God 
was with me as I journey through 
life? What would happen if I did 
not quarrel with the way? 

As always, the Torah presents 
us with many challenging ques
tions for discussion and reflection 
as we live our daily lives. May 
we discover the balance between 
exercising our own free will and 
being open to God's will for us as 
we journey through life. Shabbat 
Shalom. 

Rabbi Andrew Klein, a member 
of the Rhode Island Boan/ of Rabbis, 
is the rabbi al Temple Habonim, a 
Reform congregation in Banington. 
Contact him at ajk1J1J@cox.net. 
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ANNIE LEVIN 
celebrated her 80th 
birthday at the senior 
meal site at Temple 

Torat Yisrael, a site she regularly 
attended for years until her med i
cal problems associated with Par
kinson's disease prevented it. And, 
on Nov. 20, her family and fri ends 
held a surprise birthday celebration 
for her at the Hong Kong Buffet in 
Cranston. 

Levin used to sing for WJAR 
as a teenager, her son, Gary, said. 
A member of Temple Sinai, its 
Sisterhood and its choi r, she was 
a founding member of Cranston 
ORT, and a member of the Crans
ton Senior Guild and the Majestic 
G uild. She now belongs to Temple 
Am David. 

The mother of three and grand
mother of five, she loved world 
travel, including cruises. In honor 

of her 80th birthday, she received 
congrarulatory citations from 
many leaders, including Presi
dent Obama, Governor Carcieri , 
Mayor Alan Fung and others. 

(l,.oatia 

$ OCTOBER, Arkady and Marga rita Mamaysky, residents of 
West Warwick, visi ted Geneva. They brought their copy of The 

wish Voice & Herald to the United Nations building, pictured here. 

At the Nov. 20 party, Gary read 
letters of congratulation from 
family, friends and Cantor Rich
ard Perlman of Temple Am David. 

ROLD and REVA 
erlis display The Jewish 
ce & Herald from 

the balcony of the Westin Zageb 
Hotel in Croatia. The Alps are in 
the background. From there, the 
Isserlises, Cranston residents, vis
ited many Jewish sites in Budapest, 
Krakow, Warsaw, Berlin, Prague 
and Vienna. 

They visited Auschwitz and 
Birkenau - a mind-boggling expe
rience. "Our 17-day journey," they 
wrote, "was a great learning experi
ence." 
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SIDNEY F. "BUD" GREENWALD 

E MIRIAM 
ospital named 
dney F. "Bud" 
reenwald of Bar

rington its 2010 Miriam H ospital 
Person of the Year in recognition 
of his leadership and support of 
The Miriam Hospital for nearly 
five decades . 

Greenwald, who currently serves 
on The Miriam Hospital Founda
tion board of trustees and is a life 
governor, was presented with the 
honor at the hospital's annual 
meeting on Oct. 21. 

Greenwald joined The M iriam 
Hospital Board of Trustees in 
1962. He served as vice chairman 
from 1975 to 1979, and as chair
man for the following four years. 
He has been an active member on 
a number of committees, including 
research and education, long-term 
planning, buildings and grounds, 
and finance and investments. 

He was central to the initial alli
ance berween The Miriam Hospi
tal and The Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University. 

ATTENTION URI ALUMNI 
AND FRIENDS OF URI HILLEL 

Support URI Hillel and the University of Rhode Island at the same time! 
A tax-deductible gift to the Fund for URI: Hillel, 
a segment of the annual giving program at URI, 

counts as a contribution to Hillel, as well as a donation to URI. 

Your generosity will keep Jewish lite thriving at URI 
and help sustain and nourish our Jewish future. 

Call 401 -874-2740 or email amyolson@mail.uri .edu for more information 
or to arrange tor a visit to the new Norman M. Fain Hillel Center at URI. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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