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From left, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meet at 
Sharm el-Sheik, Egypt, Sept. 14. 

Facing confluence of 
diplomatic events, 
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wait-and-see stance 

BY R ON KAM PEAS 
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WASHINGTON (JTA) - H ead
ing into a period of intense dip
lomatic activity, Israel and the 
pro-Israel community ase taking 
what may appear to be an atypical 
wait-and-see approach. 

That sentiment and the Jewish 
holidays explain the relatively 
muted tone. 

This week, Israeli and Pal
estinian negotiators met in the 
Egyptian resort town of Sharm 
el-Sheik for their second round 
of direct talks. Next week, Ira
nian President M ahmoud Ahma-
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dinejad is scheduled to deliver 
his annual address to the U.N. 
G eneral Assembly - his first since 
the international community 
!aunched a major intensification 
of sanctions aimed at getting Iran 
to make its nucleas program more 
transpasent. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Also next week, two sepasate 
U.N. inquiries into Israel's deadly 
May 31 raid on a Gaza-bound 
flotilla of ships are likely to be 
released. 

Such a confluence of events, 
with its potential for anti-Israel 
invective, normally would invite 
a vigorous "best defense is an 
offense" approach from the pro
Israel community. Instead, orga
nizations appear to be hanging 
back. 

The reason, insiders say, is that 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-

yahu sees the stakes as too high 
for nasty back-and-forths between 
Israel and its opponents to get in 
the way. 

Netanyhahu is genuinely 
invested in the peace process and 
does not want to hand Palestinian 
Authority President M ahmoud 
Abbas an excuse to bolt. 

Netanyahu also wants the 
Obama administration to have 
room to maneuver as the prospect 
of a nuclear Iran looms lasger. 

"The Israelis are saying this is 
real - N etanyahu wants to talk 
to Abbas one-on-one, and they 
will either move this ball for
ward or they won't," said William 
Dasoff, the Washington director 
of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, who has been in close 
contact with Israeli officials. 

Netanyahu's seriousness is 
underscored by what appears to 
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/ Dave Schwa rtz 
SCHWARTZ TREE & LANDSCAPE s hares this bucolic autumn scene. 

See Home & Garden section, Pages 16, 18-19. 

Our greatest mitzvah: 
Rescuing Jews under threat 

Our Jewish 
community resettles 

fews from 
Iran, Yemen 

B Y CLA ll!E R OCII E 

croche@bjeri.org P DYON SHEVUYJM, 
r redeeming captives, is 
ne of Judaism's deepest 

and most abiding values; 
according to M aimonides, there 
is no g reater mitzvah. The greater 

Rhode Island Jewish community 
shares and honors this mitzvah as 
one of its highest priorities, and 
last year, helped rescue Jews from 
Yemen and Iran. 

According to Robbie M ann, 
"Th is priority reAects the values 
that g uide our communal vision 
and our community's strategic plan, 
and thus our work and the decision 
making of the C ommunity Devel
opment Committee (CDC). Those 
values include pidyon shevuyim, 
hesed and k/al Israel - caring and 
loving kindness and responsibility 
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Jewish groups stick with Pearl 
Basketball coach 

faces scandal 
B Y J ACOB B EHK•lAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Bruce Peas!, 
a big-time college basketball coach 
and spokesman for Jewish causes, 
was a week or so early on his mea 
culpas during the Yorn Kippur 
season. 

Pearl, the wildly popular men's 
coach at the University ofTennessee, 
has orchestrated a major turnasound 

since taking over the program in 
2005, leading the traditional foot
ball powerhouse to its first-ever No. 
1 ranking in basketball last year. 

In the process he has taken up 
Jewish causes, including serving as 
coach of the gold medal-winning 
U.S. men's basketball squad at the 
2009 M accabi Games in Israel and 
speaking on behalf of local groups, 
including the Jewish Federation of 
Knoxville. In 2007 he rocked the 
house with a motivational speech 

REPENTANCE, Page 26 

U.S. MEN'S BASKETBALL team wins the gold medal in overtime 
at the Maccabi Games in Israel, July 2009. 
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Runa: A socially 
responsible company 

BY NANCY KI RSCH 

nkirsch@jFRI. org 
AND BETSY COHEN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Just as the 
"eating local" approach is gain
ing popularity across the United 
States, three young Brown Uni
versity graduates want to bring 
Amazon-grown tea to American 
consumers. The business plan 
D an MacCombie, Tyler Gage 
and Charlie H arding developed 
in Danny Warshay's Entrepre
neurship and New Ventures, a 
Brown University class, was the 
genesis for their company, Runa. 

Partnering with Ecuadorian 
farmers to g row and harvest gua
yusa (pronounced "why-yoosa") 
leaves for tea, Runa is actively 
marketing the tea - now in four 
flavors - in the United States. 
11The ceremonies and rituals aroy
usa - they're the oldest form of 
social media," said MacCombie. 

"The community gathers 

TIKKUN OLAM AROUND THE WORLD 

Drinlcing tea from the Amazon 

neurship. "The first bottom-line 
is to make money," he said. "The 
second bottom-line is to deliver 

"The ceremonies 
and rituals around 
guayusa - they're 

the oldest form 
of social media." 

WORLD 

around a fire [with a big pot of 
guayusa tea] and pass around a 
gourd of tea and they'll share 
stories about fam ily histories or 
myths and legends associated 
with guayusa," said M acCombie, 
who now lives in Providence. Dan MacCombie 

Founded in 2008, Runa now 
works with about 600 farmers 
scattered across 80 Ecuador
ian communities. Because only 
the leaves are harvested for the 
guayusa tea, farmers are able to 
protect the local eco-system, said 
MacCombie. Runa's Ecuadorian
based staff works with partnering 
farmers to evaluate their crops 
and farming practices and provide 
technical assistance. "We have 
the opportunity to grow farmers' 
incomes many times over, and still 
build and protect the Amazon 
rain forest," said MacCombie. 
"We want to find a national part
nership to take our business to the 
next level, but only if it preserves 

ECUADORIAN VILLAGERS v. :"r, ;",_,_.,_~1_[ L<',Aants 

Although this isn't the first stu
dent- launched business, Warshay 
said that Runa offers a good busi
ness model for social enterpre-

some value in providing opportu
nities [for Ecuadorian farmers]." 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tamarisk provides 
a unique. multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind. body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive. individualized care plan is created by our 
staff of exceptional professionals in consultation with family 
members to ensure that each resident can realize their full 

potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable. family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction - combined with a complete 

schedule of activities and therapies that complement the 
specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities. provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

OurCefeb<al1onsAdultDayServicesand RespiteCarearealsoavailable for 
l1ClfHeside1ts experiencing a memo,ydisooier. 

All Staff Trained and Certified by The Alzheimer's Association of RI 

www.tamariskri.org 
For a personal consullalion, call Dianne: 401-732-0037 

{__:-,. A Carel1nk ~~ember 
""Cill A Community of the Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

TAMA RISK 
A SS tS TE: O LI VI N G RESIDENCE 

Where Life is Celebrated™ 
3 Shalom Dnve, Waiwici<, RI 02886 

wwwjvhri.org 

our values." MacCombie and his 
business partners are, he said, 
"slowly ramping up purchasing 
and production so as to not create 
undue expectations." 

Initially, the friends intended to 
simply develop a business plan - a 
class requirement - and deliver 
it to the fa rmers M acCombie 
and Gage had met while 
they spent extended time 
in South America. Realiz-
ing that they could create 
a vertically integrated 
supply chain for the tea -
from growing the plants 
(which take two to three 
years to grow to full 
maturity) to marketing 
and selling the bagged 
tea, and every process 
along the 
way- they decided to 
establish the company. 

A PERFECT AFTERNOON 

PICK- ~tE-UP 

"In Danny's class, we learned 
the importance of doing some
thing big and unique," said M ac
Combie. A native of C leveland, 
he explains that his family's ori
entation toward Judaism focused 
on supporting positive social 
change and equality. 

"If you want to be an entre
preneur, you have to do it for the 
right reasons - to benefit people, 
excite people and connect with 
them." Runa built a largely local 
team in Ecuador comprised of 
foresters, engineers and others 
who know the local communities, 

MacCombie said. "By building an 
inclusive and engaged staff, com
munities trust us now; our repu
tation for positive intentions and 
efficacy has spread." 

Each month, enough leaves are 
harvested to create 30,000 boxes 
of Runa tea, now available in 

four flavors: cinnamon lemon 
grass, guayusa and ginger citrus. 

"] t's a perfect afternoon pick
me-up," he said. "There's nothing 
on the market that fills that need." 
Runa's long-term goal is to offer 
the product in ready- to-drink iced 
tea format, as 75 percent of all tea 
consumed comes in bottles, sajd 
MacCombie. Runa's teas are sold 
now in Qyito, Ecuador, and in 
certain U.S. locales. 

C loser to home, they're avail
able in some Providence venues, 

BROWN, Page 19 
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Schafranil~ suitcase stores secrets 
A long and winding 

road: ½enna to 
Providence 

BY NANCY KJRSCII 

nkirsch@jFRI.org 

W EN Hein ri ch 
chafranik and 
eontine (Lola) 
piegel were 

married in Vienna in 1911, they 
couldn't have imagined that their 
family's history would be shel
tered in a battered leather valise 
stored in the Holocaust Educa
tion and Resource Center of 
Rhode Island's archives (HERC). 

About 10 years ago, a young 
woman brought a valise to us, 
recalled Selma Stanzler, a former 
HERC president. "She'd recently 
purchased a house and discov
ered the suitcase - she thought 
it might have some value [to 
HERC]," said Stanzler. 

VALUE INDEED! 

E lliott Caldwell, a consulting 
archivist, reviewed the valise and 
its contents, as part of a larger 
archival project for HERC. On 
Aug. 26, Caldwell told a small 
gathering of HERC staff and 
board members that the "materi
als don't have any monetary value, 
but they're priceless. I've never 
seen anything like this before." 

The valise contains some 300 to 
400 documents - original, unique 
materials, said Caldwell - that 
reveal the Schafraniks were more 
fortu nate than millions of other 
European Jews during pre-and 
post-Holocaust days. 

Of Viennese descent, the 
Schafraniks - Heinrich and Lola 
- registered as Jews and moved 
around a great deal during the 
1930s, Caldwell said. Their son, 
Erich, born in 1912 in Vienna, 
came to the U.S. in the 1940s and 

THE VALISE - containing documents too fragile to handle - at HERC. 

settled in Providence. 
Visa applications for the couple 

to immigrate to England or Cuba 
and instructions for traveling on 
a Cunard ship during wartime 
established the couple's desire to 
escape the growing Nazi specter. 

Although they were not among 
the nearly two dozen Jewish 
refugees (of the more than 900 
such individuals fleeing Europe) 
aboard the MS Si:. Louis who 
could afford to pay the Cuban 
government's assessed "exit fee" 
to remain in Cuba, they were 
among the fortunate passengers 
who went to England. Others, 
said Caldwell, faced grimmer 
futures when they returned to 
Belgium or France. 

Heinrich died in England in 
1941, said Caldwell. A lone, Lola 
moved around London a great 
deal, perhaps to avoid the fre
quent bombings or to be closer to 
people they'd befriended on the 
MS St. Louis. 

The luck that carried H einrich 
and Lola to England continued 
for Lola when she booked pas
sage on a boat. It was one of only 
two passenger ships to make 
trans-Atlantic Ocean crossings 

during W orld W ar 
II; she left London 
to come to Rhode 
Island to be with 
her son. 

Documents 
show that Eric 
applied for - and 
received - some 
number of pat
ents. Those patents 
might well have 
been the source of 
the Schafraniks' 
wealth; 
Caldwell 

archivist 
discov-

ered evidence of 
several annual 
$50,000 donations 
to The Miriam 
H ospital from a 
fund established 
by Lola Schafra
nik. And, she said, 
the Herman, Lola 
and Erich Schafra
nik Foundation 
donated funds to 

ELLIOTT CALDWELL, a consulting archivist, in 
an Aug. 26 meeting, speaks about the historical 
treasures that are contained in a valise at the 
Holocaust Education and Resource Center of 
Rhode Island. 

NEXT STEPS 
the Israel Cancer Research Fund. 
Lola, the last surviving family 
member, died in East G reenwich 
in 1989, at age 99. 

Now that HERC recognizes 
that this cache contains "priceless 
materials," what's next? Could 

HERC, Page 7 
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FROM THE IT SEEMS To ME 

OPINION 
ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Plenty of players 
in newspaper's 

publication 

On being Jewish, but not religious 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

DURING THESE Days of 
Awe, it's time for more than the 
usual soul-searching and evalu

ation: "Am I meeting my obligations?" 
"Have I offended a specific individual 
or a segment of our readership?" "Have 
I disappointed - or angered - a fellow 
staff member or volunteer?" 

These and other work-related ques
tions roil through my head - perhaps 
more often than is necessary, given my 
endless, and endlessly unachievable, 
quest for perfection. So, if the answers to 
these questions, in order, are "no," "yes" 
and "yes," my apologies to those who felt 
an affront or disappointment. 

That done, I offer my shout-out of 
thanks to the many individuals who 
make 7he Jewish Voice & Herald possible: 

• Leah Camara and Tricia Stearly, the 
paper's graphic designer and advertising 
representative, respectively. Their con
tributions and commitment are enor
mous. Without them, there would be no 
paper - trust me! 

• Fellow staff members at the Federa
tion, the Bureau ofJewish Education of 
Rhode Island and the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island who help 
manage our finances and bills, provide 
information, story ideas and resources 
(including chocolate to this chocoholic 
and, every so often, a shoulder to cry on!) 

• The volunteers - what would I do 
without them? One proofreads the 
paper, another corrects my Hebrew 
mis-spellings and grammatical errors, 
an Editorial Board member prepares 
the calendar for each issue, summer or 
school year interns, and a URI student 
who is a "Jill-of-all-trades" for Tricia 
Stearly. The Editorial Board and Busi
ness Committee members provide 
counsel, wisdom, insight and criticism, 
always constructively. 

• · Our writers, many of whom share 
their offerings, at no charge. Without 
their columns or stories, the paper would 
be a less dynamic and engaging read. 

• Our advertisers and our readers. 
Without them, we're just spinning our 
wheels! 

Our printer, Graphic Develop
ments, Inc., which prints the papers 
and delivers them to the Post Office, 
and Dick Shapiro, who delivers papers 
to several dozen synagogues, delis and 
bakeries around the area. 

So, a rousing and heartfelt "Todah 
Rabbah" to all of them and all of you! 

Even before I became the executive 
editor, the Editorial Board had wrestled 
with some big ideas about the paper's 
role and purpose. During the past sev
eral months, I have been impressed by 
the members' thoughtful and respect
ful debate and discussion that ensued at 
different meetings, including a half-day 
retreat. At a recent meeting, we adopted 
this mission statement: 
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Is there room for God? 

LOWELL RUBIN, a psychiatrist 
and psychoanalyst in private 
practice in Providence, has recently 
self-published a collection of his 

poems, In the Shadow of a Yellow Star. (The 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

book is available at Books 
on the Square, Brown 
University Bookstore, 
Amazon and www. 
Xlibris.com) 

In his introduction, 
Ruben writes, "Perhaps 
these pages can contrib
ute, in a small way, to what 
being Jewish, but not reli
gious, can mean. Surely, 
'being Jewish' can be hard 
to understand ... since the 

majority of Jews are no longer 'religious' ... " 
As the title of his book suggests, Rubin 

sees himself as living in the shadow of the 
Yellow Star, haunted by the Holocaust. As 
he tells us in the seven-page opening poem, 
"Summer of 1989," by far the longest of the 
26 in his collection, he felt compelled to 
make a pilgrimage to Auschwitz with his 
wife during the very summer they were cel
ebrating their 25th wedding anniversary. 

Indeed, even though he spent his child
hood thousands of miles away &om the 
slaughterhouse of Nazi-occupied Europe, he 
considers himself a Holocaust survivor: 

7hen I realized, I was a survivor, 
more than I knew. 
7hough only a child, 
during a war far away, 
something was burned into 

my flesh. 

I could remember 
names they had called me 
''Kike, "Yid.· 

Rubin returns to this theme in "Funeral in 
Los Angeles:" 

Is that our fate as 
Jews at the end of the 20th Century 
at every holiday, at every 

BarMitzvah 
at every fan era/ to 
have to see the dead 
come back to life. 

7hey hover over us 
marching endlessly in procession 
marching to the gas chamber, 
cold concrete walls, 
a door closing. 

In this poem Rubin goes on to muse: "This 
century has got us/all mixed up" because of 
the way the dead keep intruding upon the 
living and the living keep obsessing about 
the dead. He wonders with some bitterness 
if we are "sent to correct God's mistakes." 

I suppose that Rubin considers himself 
"Jewish, but not religious" because he can 
find no room for God in this after-Auschwitz 
world. In his poem, "The Mind of God," 
Rubin reflects upon the corpses of combat 
soldiers "in various positions of repose ... 
Their guts spilled./The ground "hallowed" 
by their blood." His conclusion: 

In the sky fire. 
In their eyes darkness. 
In God's mind 
Nothing. 

In such a godless world, "we are so peril
ously/poised on the edge between/burning 
up and freezing." ("The Sun") 

Though Rubin considers himself "not 
religious" because neither his head nor his 
heart permit him to believe in God, his 
poetry is nevertheless filled with references 
to the ritual life of the Jewish community: 
weddings, funerals, bar mitzvahs, bat mitz
vahs, Shabbat, and holy days. Consider, for 
example, this striking evocation in his poem 
"Shofar'' of the primitive nature of this 
instrument: 

7hrough the horn 
of a beast. 

LETTERS 
Protest together to stop construction of mosque 

IN RESPONSE to Rabbi James Rosen
berg's Aug. 20 column ("A voice, but not 
a veto"), the builders have the right to 

construct a mosque, but it shouldn't be built 
two blocks from Ground Zero. The builders 
need to use their common sense; nearly 3,000 
Americans were murdered by 19 Muslims 
on 9/11. Building a mosque near the sacred 
area where so many people were killed would 
seem like some Muslims are paying tribute to 
their success and victory over America. Every 

River, Mass. The citizens of Fall River pro
tested because they believed such buildings 
were not in the best interests of the people in 
the surrounding areas. 

If we protest together, we can stop the 
mosque from being built near Ground Zero. 

Dr. Irving Fradkin 
Fall River, Mass. 

Praise the Lord. 

Particularly in his poems inspired by 
Jewish ritual, I sense in a tension between 
Rubin's professed non-belief and his reluc
tance, however tentative, to renounce the 
possibility of his ever experiencing God. 

This tension brings to mind a lecture that 
my teacher Rabbi Eugene Borowitz, a lead
ing voice in liberal Jewish thought, delivered 
at Temple Habonim back in 1987. Borowitz 
put forward, with just a hint of whimsy, the 

"He can find no 
room for God in this 

after-Auschwitz world." 

following paradox: "We liberal Jews want to 
believe in nothing, BUT. . . a nothing that is 
Something." 

During this period of High H oly Day 
introspection, our careful reading of Lowell 
Rubin's book of poems can help us tease 
apart the complex components of our belief 
and our unbelief. Though a broader palette 
of vocabulary and formal technique might 
make his poems somewhat stronger, at their 
best they exhibit an understated eloquence 
as well as a moral, intellectual, and - yes -
spiritual earnestness. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Stein is right: Sales tax 
is regressive 

1OSH STEIN is right ("Abolish sales tax, 
increase income tax," in the Aug. 20 issue). 
Sales tax appears to be proportional, but 

s actually regressive since consumers with' 
widely varied incomes pay the same tax for a 
given item. 

Currently the U.S. income tax is pro-

LETTERS, Page 6 

time relatives and friends of 9/11 victims 
look at the mosque, they would feel pain and 
sorrow about the deaths of their loved ones. 
That is why the mosque should not be built 
there. 

Our editorial policy 

Mayor Bloomberg and others believe 
the Constitution gives everyone a right to 
build. It's true, the builders have a right to 
put up a mosque, but it shouldn't be so close 
to Ground Zero. Let the builders build, but 
don't antagonize millions of people by build
ing on controversial sacred ground. 

Let them follow the example of the pro
posed liquefied natural gas plant and the 
strip club that were going to be built in Fall 

WANT OUR OPINION 
ages to represent our readers' 
brant diversity of ideas and 

opinions. Thus, our editorial policy is as 
follows: 7he Voice & Herald may publish 
thoughtful and informative contributors' 
columns (op-eds) and letters to the editor 
on issues of interest to our Jewish commu
nity. At our discretion, we may edit pieces 
fur publication or refuse publication. 

Letters and columns, whether from our 
regular contributors or from guest colum-

wwwjvhri.org 

rusts, represent the views of the authors; 
they do not represent the views of 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald or the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island. 

Please send letters (250 words, at most 
and op-eds (700 words or shorter) to Nanc 
Kirsch at nkirsch@JFRl.org (Subject Line 
OPINIONS) or Nancy Kirsch, 7he Voi 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, R! 
02906. Please include your name, city 
residence and (not fur publication) a conta 
phone number or email. 
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Political actions have 
consequences: Think 

first, then act - or not 

~

SH HASHANAH is 
ver, though lingering in 

my mind are its tunes (as 
ell as my envy of those 

who can stand without resorting 
to their hands pulling on the pew 

Tosh 
Stein 

in front or push
ing down on 
the chair below. 
That ability is 
but a memory in 
my case.) 

On Yorn 
Kippur, we are 
enjoined to ask 
forgiveness of 
those we might 

have offended. As a columnist, 
I have a g reater opportunity to 
offend than most. I can't tell you 
how many times people have 
stopped me to tell me that they 
enjoy my columns, but that they 
disagree w ith this, that or the 
other thing. Given the opportu
nity to talk, we do; if the opportu
nity isn't there, I thank them and 
go on with whatever it was that I 
was doing. So, if there are those of 
you whom I have offended by my 
columns, please don't take them 
personally. 

The only difference between us 
is that I've been given this forum. 
You have the ability to write to me 

Chief Rabbinate 
failed to make an 
informed decision 

I'LL START THIS column 
with a vignette from my army 
days in the IDF. During basic 
training, we had to undergo 

shooting practice at the firing 
range. Each soldier was distanced 

Le~an
Wilzig 

about two yards 
apart, with our 
targets similarly 
spaced. W e each 
fired five bullets. 
I was a mediocre 
marksman and 
had never hit 
the center of the 
target. Imagine 
my surprise when 
after given per
mission to start 
firing I scored a 

direct bull's eye - without pulling 
the trigger! Turns out that the sol
dier to my right missed his target 
so badly that he actually scored a 
perfect hit on mine ... 

While American Jewry's atten
tion has focused recently on 
attempts in Israel to pass a new, 

It may be legal, but is it appropriate? 
(many do) or to write directly to the 
newspaper, which may print your 
letter if you so request. Dialogue 
is thus achieved with the oppor
tunity of finding common ground. 
This is not exactly asking for for
giveness, but, hey, I'm imperfect 
and this is as close to asking for it 
as I can get this year. Maybe I'll do 
better next y_ear, g iven the oppor
tunity. 

OK, by a show of hands, how 
many of you think it is a really, 
really, really stupid thing for Mus
lims to want to build a mosque 
within debris range of Ground 
Zero? Whew, lots of hands. And 
how many of you think it's OK to 
build the Park51 Muslim Com
munity Center anywhere local 
planning authorities give permis
sion? Just about the same number. 

Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, a 

Sufi Muslim, wants to build a 
13-story Islamic Cultural Center 
two blocks from the World Trade 
Center. The facility would include 
a 500-seat auditorium, a theater, 
a performing arts center, a fitness 
center, a swimming pool, a basket
ball court and a child care area, a 
bookstore, a culinary school, an 
art studio, food courts, a Sept. 11 
memorial and, oh, by the way, a 

prayer space capable of accommo
dating between 1,000 and 2,000 
people. It's this latter feature, so 
close to Ground Zero, that has 
raised the hackles of conservative 
opponents. (When Newt Gin
grich argues that there shouldn't 
be a Ground Zero mosque until 
a synagogue or church is built 
in Mecca he makes a very bad 
point. For all our faults, America 
is not, thank God, Saudi Arabia, 

and Mecca is a holy city while New 
York is as secular as it gets.) 

Qyestion: Do Muslims have a 
right to build a communiry center 
anywhere the law allows? The 
answer is yes. Does having the 
right to do something make it 
appropriate? Well, here we're on 
shakier ground. The Taliban had 
the power to destroy the Bamyan 
Buddhas in March 2001, and 

"OK, by a show of 
hands, how many 
of you think it is a 
really, really, really 

stupid thing for 
Muslims to want 

to build a mosque 
within debris range 
of Ground Zero?" 

so it did. The world is worse off 
for not having them any longer. 
Proponents of (a radical form of) 
Islam destroyed somebody else's 
sacred object - as the Rev. Terry 
Jones was willing to destroy the 
Koran. Why are we more upset 
with the one than the other? Per
haps because of the sacredness of 
the printed word, perhaps because 
Muslims take these things more 
seriously than Buddhists. 

- ------REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL------ -

You' re Jewish? Prove it! 
more restrictive conversion law (put 
in abeyance for a few more moriths 
because of the outcry in Israel and 
abroad), a different issue has qui
etly slipped into practice. If you're 
Jewish, make aliyah, and then want 
to get married in Israel, you now 
have to prove to the official Rab
binate that you are indeed Jewish. 
What proof is required? M erely 
to bring your birth certificate, 
your mother's certificate, and your 
grandmother's certificate - plus 
accompanying documentation that 
all three are/were Jewish! Needless 
to say, that is a practical impossibil
ity, mainly because American birth . 
certificates don't list a baby's reli
gion and there's no national registry 
for that identity data either. 

"Really? OK, we'll look into this ... " 
Why the new policy? Here's 

where my firing range story comes 
into picture. Over the past 20 years, 
approximately 1 million "Russians" 
from the former Soviet Union have 
made aliyah - of whom approxi
mately 300,000 are not Jewish 
by halakhic standards: No Jewish 
mother, and in many cases no 

So the C hief Rabbinate picked 
up the only weapon it has, the 
"marriage gun," and fired ~ hit
ting American Jewry instead! This 
has nothing to do with conver
sion; the vast majority of those in 
the line of fire are bona fide Jews 
with a lineage that goes back as far 
as any of us could possibly see. Of 
course, the new stringent demands 
won't exactly encourage aliyah- but 
then again, as the Chief Rabbinate 
is controlled by anti-Zionist, ultra
Orthodox (how that came to be is 
a different, sad story in itself), why 
should they care? For them, Jewish 
"purity" trumps contemporary 
social exigencies any (and every) 
day of the year. 

Certainly there's a real problem 

At Auschwitz, sacred (surely 
that's not the right word, but what 
is?) to Jews, Carmelite nuns erected 
a cross on land they owned, and 
Jews were outraged and eventually 
it was removed. (Is it a fair gen
eralization to say that when Jews, 
who are few in number, are out
raged they work the system, when 
Muslims - think here the Danish 
cartoons and the threatened Koran 
burning - are outraged, they go 
berserk? Just asking.) 

Another example of doing what 
you can, but not thinking of the 
consequences (or caring about 
them) is when Ariel Sharon took 
it upon himself to walk on the 
Temple Mount. H e was entitled 
to do that. There was no law to 
prevent a Member of the Knesset 
from walking anywhere in Jeru
salem, but the fact that Sharon 
thought to bring a squad of body
guards with him suggests that he 
knew he was stirring the pot. Is 
this the same thing as the Islamic 
Community Center near Ground 
Zero? In a way, it is. People with 
rights will want to exercise them 
regardless of consequences. And 
when the violence results they will 
point to the other guys and say, 
"Look, we didn't cause the ruckus, 

. they did." 
Avinu Malkenu, save us from 

ourselves. 

j osh Stein is a professor of history at 
R oger Williams University. Contact 
him atjstein@rwu.edu. 

dard of who is Jewish. On the other 
hand, it's not as if there are a few 
hundred million of us around the 
world or that Israel is competing 
with China in population numbers. 

I suppose that eventually the 
mess will be cleared up and the 
Israeli authorities (religious and 
governmental) will find a saner way 
of addressing the issue. Meanwhile, 
Israel has once again shot itself in 
the foot, and this particular "bullet" 
is in danger of grazing its closest 
ally: American Jewry. 

Prof Sam L ehman- Wihig teaches 
at Bar-Jlan University in Israel. In 
2008-09 he was Schusterman Visit
ing Professor at Brown University. 
Visit his Web site: www.p rofilw .com. 

Incredibly, the C hief Rabbin
ate in Israel was not aware of this 
state of affairs when the more strin
gent policy was put into effect. It 
assumed that all "advanced" coun
tries work as Israel does, listing a 
person's relig ion along with other 
data pertaining to his or her iden
tity. When recently jnformed of the 
real world situation ("informed" 
is a euphemism; the screams of 
exasperation by non-Sabra young 
couples could be heard all the way 
to Jerusalem), their response was: 

"lsrael has shot 
itself in the foot, 

and this particular 
'bullet' is in danger 

of grazing its 
closest ally." that needs to ,--------------------,.-7 

Jewish parents and only one Jewish 
grandparent. M eanwhile, over 
the same period, about 200,000 
to 300,000 foreign workers have 
entered the country, an increasing 
number illegally (e.g. Sudanese ref
ugees escaping Darfur, etc). Many 
Israelis - not necessarily only the 
religious among us - are getting 
very concerned about this "dilu
tion" oflsraeli Jewishness. 

wwwJvhri.org 

be addressed 
here. A Jewish 
State cannot 
continue to 
allow anyone 
calling them
selves "Jewish " 
to show up 
(and receive 
auto m atic 
cit iz ensh ip) 
without some 
defining stan-
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The swastika is the 
symbol of 

anti-Semitism 

Bv DR. CLEMENS H ENI 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald THE Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) is an 
important organization 
in the United States, 

known for the fight against anti
Semitism since 1913. 

On July 27, 2010 the ADL 
announced the downgrading of the 
most important symbol of Nazism, 
the swastika. 

'"We know that the swastika 
has, for some, lost its meaning as 
the primary symbol of Nazism and 
instead become a more generalized 
sy,mbol of hate,' said the ADL's 
Abraham Foxman, in a JTA story 
that 1he Jewish Voice & Herald pub
lished on Aug. 6. 

Even one of the best organi
zations on the planet can make 
an honest mistake. We are only 
human, after all. 

This was an unfortunate and 
dangerous decision with serious 
implications for the U.S., Europe, 
the Middle East and the entire 
world. 

Foxman said, "The painting 
of a swastika - the dark, ubiqui
tous signature of hateful vandals 
everywhere - will no longer be 
automatically considered an act of 
anti-Semitism under new guide
lines for recording attacks against 
Jews." 

However fine the motives (show
ing universalist feelings of inclu
siveness to all targeted minorities), 
this is a distortion of history and 
an obfuscation of the most anti
Semitic symbol Germany (and the 
world) ever had. But, it is not only 

Sales tax is 
regressive 

From Page 4 

gressive only up to incomes of 
$500,000. Above that it is fixed 
at 35 percent, so that $500,000 
and $3 billion earners pay the 
same rate. 

A progressive and economi
cally stimulating income tax, 
enabling government ventures 
for the benefit of all, would tax 
the highest income earners at 
higher rates. In the last 15 years, 
this kind of progressive approach 
has been replaced by two monu
mental Ponzi schemes, the dot. 
com and housing bubbles, as the 
engines of growth. These bubbles 
created impressive, but hollow, 
economic expansion until their 
inevitable collapse. The solu
tion now is either the invention 
of a new and temporary Ponzi 
scheme or the creation of a truly 
progressive tax system. 

DavidGahtan 
Providence 

A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

AOL's decision a grievous error 
a matter of history. 

On a sunny, late summer day in 
2008, I travelled to the mountains 
near Bennington, Vt., just before 
starting a post-doctoral appoint
ment at Yale University at the Yale 
Initiative for the Interdisciplinary 
Study of Anti-Semitism (YIISA). 
The Green Mountains are part of 
a lovely countryside, just a little 
bit overshadowed by a well set in a 
stone swastika. Wow, am I back in 
Austria or Germany, where swasti
kas can be found aplenty in public? 

The swastika was the best-known 
and most important anti-Semitic 
symbol, even before the Holocaust. 
Everyone who knows German and 
has a little background in history 
knows the Hakenkreuz-Verlag, a 
German publishing house, estab
lished in 1919 by Bruno Tan
zmann, a 11vo/kish" author. 

In describing the Nazis' new 
flag, in Mein Kampf (pages 496-
97) Hitler wrote, "In red we see 
the social idea of the movement, in 
white the nationalistic idea, in the 
swastika the mission of the strug
gle for the victory of the Aryan 
man, and, by the same token, the 
victory of the idea of creative work, 
which as such always has been and 
always will be anti-Semitic." 

After the Holocaust, the swas
tika became the most important 
symbol for all Nazis and neo-Nazis 
to show their support of National 
Socialism and particularly the 
destruction of European Jewry. 
The swastika is not just a symbol of 
some generalized form of"hatred" 
as the ADL claims. 

Showing a swastika on a wall, a 
traffic sign, on feeder pillars, roof
tops, etc. indicates that someone is 
well aware of Nazi Germany and 
the Holocaust and wants to quickly 
and unmistakably show support for 
them. 

After the gas chambers of Aus
chwitz, after Treblinka, Sobibor, 
the killing of Jews in the woods 
in Lithuania or at Babi Yar in 
Ukraine and all other places of the 
Shoah, every swastika is a symbol 
of the Shoah. Period. 

Now, of course, Nazis, right
wing extremists or supremacists 
who wear T-shirts showing the 
swastika, as some did in Ten
nessee recently, also target Afri
ca n-Americans, immig rants, 

Hispanics, homosexuals, left
wing people and others. Racism 
or homophobia etc. comes as an 
addition to anti-Semitism in these 
cases. 

Like several other concerned 
citizens in the U.S., Rabbi Dr. 
Bernhard Rosenberg from Edison, 
NJ protested the ADL decision. 

The ADL should reconsider its 
decision to downgrade the swas
tika. Showing, painting or endors
ing this symbol means first and 

Mouth off, sound off, 
speak up! 

Election Day is 
around the corner 

Bv Vo1CE & HEH,1LD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - Our kitchen 
cabinet, scheduled for Monday, 
Oct. 4, at 9 a.m., isn't filled yet. 
Sponsored by the Community 
Relations Council (CRC) and 
1he Jewish Voice & Herald - which 
just completed hosting a series of 
political forums with candidates 
for several offices - the kitchen 
cabinet will include a cross-section 

of Jewish individuals who will 
share their political views, insights 
and ideas. 

Now that the primaries are over 
and Election Day is fast approach
ing, we want people of all ages 
(voting eligible), men and women, 
from Westerly to Woonsocket 
and points in between, who are 
engaged by political issues to apply 
to the "kitchen cabinet." 

We want you - you provide the 
ideas, we'll fill you with coffee and 
a very light breakfast. 

Please note: If you are a candi
date for elective office, an immediate 

family member of a candidate, or 
working on a campaign in a paid 
or senior unpaid position, please 
don't apply to participate in the 
kitchen cabinet. 

If you want to participate or 
have questions, contact Marty 
Cooper at 421-4111, ext. 171 or 
mcooper@JFRI.org, or Nancy 
Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 168 
or nkirsch@JFRI.org, and put 
ELECTIONS in the subject line. 

foremost support for the Holocaust 
and Nazi Germany. 

The swastika is the best-known 
anti-Semitic, anti-Jewish symbol 
worldwide, regardless of where it 
appears. 

A longer version of this opin
ion piece appears on Heni's web 
site, www.clemensheni.net. 

D r. Clemens Heni is a political sci
entist and authur. Until 2009, he was a 
post-doctoral researcher at Yale. 

MISSION 
accomplished, with 

thanks to all 
From Page 4 

"The mission of 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald is to com
municate Jewish news, ideas 
and ideals by connecting and 
giving voice to the diverse 
views of the Jewish community 
in Rhode Island and South
eastern Massachusetts, while 
adhering to Jewish values and 
the professional standards of 
journalism." 

During this past year, I have 
learned an enormous amount 
about our Jewish commu
nity and about the intricacies 
of budgets, advertising and 
otht r "stuff' about publish
ing. I've been gratified by the 
community commentary and 
feedback that we've received 
about 1he Voice & Herald. Keep 
your emails, calls and snail 
mail letters coming - compli
mentary or critical, they're all 
welcomed. 

May this corning year be a 
sweet - and productive - one 
for us all. 

MORE LETTERS D.-v Bones ocrosER ,0-11 
,..,,....--....;;;... "-.......,..-r-----=SOST~ ON UNIVERSITY 

The naming of The Miriam Hospital 

IN RESPONSE to Samuel Chester's letter ("Revisiting Willard 
Avenue" in the Sept. 3 issue), I would like to correct the statement 
that the Miriam Hospital was named for M ax Grant's mother, 

(whose name was not Miriam, but Mary). 
If you look at the historical record, you will find that the name was 

taken from the Miriam Lodge No. 13, Order ofB'rith Abraham, whose 
members were the founding mothers of the present day "Miriam Hos
pital Women's Association." The historical facts are well documented 
in a 1997 publication that is _on file in the hospital's Women's Asso
ciation office. In fact, the name of the first president of the women's 
lodge is Louis Grant, as it was the custom then to have a male as the 
head. Mary Grant (Louis' wife and Max's mother) was the motivating 
force behind the scenes and was elected president two years later. 

I am paraphrasing from the 1997 booklet, and your readers might be 
interested in knowing the rest of the story. Max Grant would have been 
a very young child at that time and his wife, Miriam, had not even been 
born in 1897, when the Miriam Society was actively engaged in collect
ing donations for their project. 

Jane S. Nelson 
Providence 

A lift member of the Board of the Governors of1he Miriam Hospital, 
Nelson has also held several other volunteer positions 

with the hospital. 

wwwjvhri.org 

IS ~OLDING AN 
INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCe 
ON 

TO REGISTER: HTTP:/ /M.CANSlA.ORGIEVE+JTS/ 



COMMUNITY 
FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT 

Gladden the hearts of 
those in need 

We all benefit by 
giving of ourselves 

SCHOOL HAS sta rted 
and the haggim are upon 
us. Observing the holidays 
means something different 

to each of us: It's an opportunity 
for atonement and reassessment, to 
think about the year that is closing 
,.. _____ and the new one 

Doris 
Feinberg 

that is opening 
before us. Many 
of us attend syna
gogue, gather joy
fully with friends 
and family and 
engage in serious 
self-exam ination 
in concert with the 
change in season. 

Here at the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
it's also the launch of campaign 
season, when you have the oppor
tunity to engage in one of the high
est mitzvot. In other traditions, 
giving to the less fortunate is called 
charity, but there is a reason why, 
in Judaism, we use the term tzeda
kah, which comes from the same 
root as tzedek, or justice. Our tra
dition teaches us that we are obli
gated to look out for one another 
and that failure to do so is not just 
uncharitable, but unjust. 

Being attentive to the needs of 
others does not just help them, it 
helps us, too. As the Talmud says, 
"When a person gives even a small 
coin, he or she is privileged to sense 
God's presence." Knowing that I've 
done my part by giving to Federa
tion lightens my heart as I experi
ence the holidays. Tzedek demands 
that we look beyond ourselves and 
see the needs of others, an act that 
enriches us even more than the 
recipients of our aid. 

The funds we give to our com
munity drive the vitality we see all 
around Rhode Island this season. 

The impact is real and it's there for 
all to see, because Federation funds 
help support these programs. H ere 
are a few examples of what you and 
I have made possible: 

• As the school year begins at the 
Jewish Community Day School of 
Rhode Island and the Providence 
H ebrew Day School, 234 chil
dren are participating in top-notch 
Jewish and secular educational 
experiences, preparing them for a 
lifetime ofJewish engagement and 
active learning. 

• The Women's Association of 
the Jewish Seniors Agency held its 
annual Rosh H ashanah service for 
nursing home and assisted living 
residents. Some were moved to 
tears as they were honored with 
aliyot for the first time in years. 
Nursing home residents experi
enced the sweetness of the New 
Year with gifts of honey cakes 
and applesauce, also thanks to the 
Women's Association. 

• The kosher meal sites at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island and Temple Torat 
Israel hosted an erev Rosh Hasha
nah dinn~r at the Senior Cafe, 
complete with chicken soup, bris
ket and a discussion of the mean
ing of the High H olidays. 

With a grant from JFRI, 
Chabad of W est Bay is able to hold 
services for Jewish inmates at the 
Adult Correctional Institution, 
allowing those who are incarcer
ated to observe. 

Supporting the campaign makes 
these things happen. How materi
ally impoverished would so many 
of us be without the financial sup
port of the Rhode Island Jewish 
community? How spiritually 
impoverished would we be if we 
did not give, in whatever way we 
can? Maimonides wrote, "No joy is 
greater than the joy of gladdening 
the hearts of the poor, the orphans, 
the widows and the strangers." 
Feel that joy, as I do, and give. 

Religious school registration 
at B 'nai Israel 

WOONSOCKET - Congrega
tion B'nai Israel, · which serves 
northern Rfiode Island, is hold
ing registration for the 2010-11 
Religious School year. The 
school program begins with a 
Sunday School Torah Tots pro
gram for children ages 5-7, and 
Hebrew School, for ages 8-12, 
meets Sundays and Thursdays. 
Interfaith families are wel
come at the synagogue, at 274 
Prospect St., Woonsocket. 

For more information, con
tact the synagogue office at 
762-3651 or synagogue@cbi. 
necoxmai!.com. 
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HERC uses different media to teach Holocaust lessons 
From Page 3 

the materials be used in one 
of HERC's annual teacher 
workshops about Holocaust 
education? (see sidebar, below, 
"'Defiance' is an education in 
Holocaust resistance") 

"I was impressed by [HERC's] 
installation. I am used to [work
ing in] dusty and dirty base
ments and attics," said Caldwell. 
"Although there are 138 reposito
ries in Rhode Island for historical 
records, I've never seen anything 
like this before." 

The documents, Caldwell 
urged, should be arranged, trans
lated , described and preserved. 
Although the materials are in 
remarkably good condition [given 

their age and their storage condi
tions], staples and paper clips 
should be carefully removed from 
the papers and each paper should 
be put in an acid-free folder. The 
valise should 
be digi
tally photo
graphed from 
every possi
ble angle and 
each docu
ment should 
be photo
graphed. 

"It's not 
going to 
be cheap," 
cautioned 
Caldwell. 

Other H olocaust centers 
most notably the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. -
would be quite interested in these 
unique documents. These materi
als, she said, "knocked my socks 
off." 

The actual preservation 
work carries an estimated cost 
of $20,000. With a Sl0,000 
matching grant from the Bern
hardt Foundation, HERC must 
match that amount. D onations 
are welcome; contact HERC at 
mrzeidman@hercri.org for more 
information. 

HERC is a partner agency of the 
] FRI. 

'Defiance' is an education in 
Holocaust resistance 

Jewish partisans 
saved lives 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

WARWICK - On Aug. 24, 
some 50 to 60 teachers sacrificed 
one of their last days of summer 
vacation, albeit a gray and rainy 
one, to attend the H olocaust 
Education and Resource Center 
(HERC) teachers' workshop, 
"Teaching with 'Defiance.'" 
These annual workshops are 
offered to public, private and 
parochial school teachers who 
want to learn how to incorpo
rate Holocaust studies into their 
teaching. 

At Temple Am David, par
ticipants viewed "Defiance" -
the story of the Bielski Brigade, 
a group ofJewish partisans who 
fought the Nazis and lived not 
in Europe's ghettos, but its for
ests. The Bielski Brigade, named 
after the Polish Bielski broth
ers who started the movement -
kept more than 1,000 Jews alive 
through World War II. After the 
film, Brendan Rennert, Tuvia 
Bielski's grandson, spoke about 
the Jewish Partisan Educational 
Foundation. -

With a focus on Jewish par
tisans, the organization aims to 
"complicate our thinking about 
the Shoah," said Rennert, as so 
many people carry the stereo
typical image of Jews only as vic
tims during the Holocaust. The 
foundation, established in 2000, 
provides educational programs 
directed to middle and high 
school students. Students should 
learn, through the lens of the 
Holocaust, to stand up to tyranny 
and oppression, question author
ity and recognize that people, 
even young people can make a 
positive difference, Rennert said. 
And, he explained, resistance can 
be armed, unarmed or spiritual. 

The partisan movement 

wwwjvhri.org 

BRENDAN RENNERT 

included some 20,000 to 30,000 
individuals, based mostly in 
Eastern Europe. Although only 
10 percent of the entire partisan 
population, the Jewish partisans, 
said Rennert, were highly effec
tive: They were responsible for 
79 percent of the train derail
ments, 70 percent of the locomo
tives destroyed and 48 percent of 
the injured soldiers. The Bielski 
Brigade of 1250 Jews killed 381 
enemy combatants. 

Rabbi Jacqueline Satlow 
teaches Holocaust responses at 
University of Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth. Her class, she said, 
looks at issues from different 
perspectives - that of rescuers, 
victims, bystanders, resisters and 
perpetrators. Students study such 
issues, she said, as "Why would 
anyone remain Jewish after 
the Holocaust?" and "Why are 
people rescuers?" 

Michael Jarrett, a history 
teacher at Textron Chamber 
School in Providence, said, 
"War is popular with kids. Kids 
get saturated with victims, and 
'Defiance' isn't people walking 
into slaughter." About the film, 
Jarrett said, "This is perfect. I 
want to stick with reality. The 
story of the Warsaw Ghetto is 
slow and 'lnglourious Basterds' is 
fiction. This gets [students] tradi
tional information in a new and 
refreshing way." 

Howard Tinberg, a professor at 
Bristol Community College in Fall 
River, Mass., and the chair of The 
Jewish Voice & Herald's editorial 
board, contributed to this story. 

For more information about 
Jewish Partisan Educational 
Foundation, visit wwwjewish
partisans.org. 
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Young Leadership Network: Hot night, cool event 

Young leaders are 
taking on new 

initiatives 
BY BnADl, EY LAYE 

blaye@JFRI. org 

50 YOUNG adults 
mingled at the Provi

ence Marriott's Aqua 
ounge, they knew 

they were there for more than a 
summer soiree. Brad Walter, co
chair of the Young Leadership 
Network (the "Network") of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
QFRI), with his wife Alison, 
talked about an experience he had 
this past summer in Israel with 
an elderly woman named Goldie. 
"Goldie's life is so good because of 
the work we do to raise the money 
here to provide her with the ser
vices and support she needs," he 
said. 

"I am a huge advocate for Jewish 
day school education," said Alison . 
"Brad and I are in Rhode Island 
with our two children, Ivy and 
Bentzi, because we wanted to live 
in a community where we could 
ensure our kids can attend a great 
Jewish day school. The Network 
is the way we can ensure a vibrant 
Jewish community here in Rhode 
Island, and we have the responsi
bility and opportunity to make our 
community as good as we want it 
to be." 

The Network involves young 
professionals in their mid-20s to 
mid-40s in a broad range of activi
ties as a way to enhance their com
mitment and connection to the 
work of JFRI, the greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community and 
Israel. The Network, established 

"l understand 
how important 
our support for 

lsrael is - notjust 
to our brothers 
and sisters in 

lsrael - but to our 
own community." 

Michael Pimental 

own community. 
Sara and I went on 
Birthright Israel 
years ago, and now 
with our Chazon 
learning experi
ence in Israel as 
opposed to just a 
tourjst trip, we are 
prepared to bring 
others into the fold 
for Federation. 
As we are about 
to have our first 
child, I know how 
important it is to 
support our com-

------------ munity to ensure 
our son or daugh

ter will have a strong Jewish com
munity in which to be raised." 

FROM LEFT, ALISON Walter, Goldie and Shlomo in Israel , e,adl,y Lay, 

of the leader
ship team with 
her husband 
Andrew, said, 
"As we moved 
from out of 
state, it's impor
tant for us to 
get involved in 

The Network has harnessed 
demographic information about 
"Millennials" (those in their 20s) 
and "Gen Xers" (those in their 30s, 
40s or 50s) that shows the impor
tance of community service as well. 
Michael and Jenifer Oelbaum and 
their friends Jacob and Dani Brier 
will chair the Network's Mitzvah 
Day. "Our generation wants to see, 
touch and feel where our dollars 
go," said Michael. 'We want to do 
before we give, and the Network 
and Federation value both human 

just two years ago, has hosted 
events, campaign solicitations and 
trips to New Orleans and Boston 
for conferences and leadership 
development programs to engage 
hundreds of young adults in greater 
Rhode Island. The Network has 
also made great strides in expand
ing the leadership circle to outside 
of Providence. Donna Evans of 
East Greenwich said, "We would 
do our own thing in East Green
wich; with our friends Melissa and 
Andrew Chernick, we' cl organize 
activities for kids and dinners for 
adults. After going through the 
Network Leadership Develop
ment Program together, we knew 
we had the chance to take a larger 
leadership role in the community 

this past summer 

and bridge the gap between Provi
dence and East Greenwich where 
so many young Jewish families are 
moving." 

Involved with the Network 
since its inception, Bethany Sutton 
is excited about the coming year. 
"We have been creating tradi
tions and cultures around the 
needs of our peers. We've become 
known for our Signature Event, 
family programming and leader
ship clevelopment. And, of course, 
our mantra for everything we do 
is, 'family-friendly or babysitter
worthy.m 

The Network offers plenty of 
opportunities for singles and 
young couples without children, 
as well. Joelle Kanter, a member 

the local Jewish 
community, and 

to give back to the place we've 
called home for the past few years." 

The JFRI has made a significant 
investment in growing the Net
work by assigning top professional 
staff and providing access and edu
cation at the highest levels. 

Sara and Michael Pimen
tal attended the JFRI Chazon 
Mission to Israel this summer. 
Michael said, "If you had asked me 
to explain about our connection to 
Israel and how the Federation sup
ports Israel with the campaign 
before the trip, I couldn't have told 
you a thing about it. Now, I under
stand how important our support 
for Israel is - not just to our broth
ers and sisters in Israel, but to our 

and financial resources." 

For more information about the 
Young Leadership Network, contact 
Bradley Laye at 421-4111, ext. 173 
or blaye@jFRI.org. 

Bradley Laye is chief philanthropy 
ojficer far ]FRI. ' 

Touro offspring receive scholarships 
Student aid is 

available to Touro 
family members 

CRANSTON Touro 
Fraternal A ssociation ("Touro;') 
awarded three students $3,000 
scholarship grants, and 
extended 11 $3,000 interest
free loans to other students, as 
part of Touro's 2010 Student 
Financial Aid Program. 

Jed Brandes, chairman of 
Touro's Student Financial Aid 
Committee, announced the 
three scholarship recipients, 
selected from a pool of 16 
applicants: Elan Norparvar of 
Pawtucket, Rebecca Dinerman 
of Cranston, and Sarah Redlich 
of Cumberland. 

Norparvar, a medical 
student at the Sackler School 
of Medicine in Israel, is the 
son of Touro member Rahmat 
Norparv1r. Dinerman, a 
sophomore at Stonehill College 

ELAN NORPARVAR 

majoring in psychology and 
elementary education, is the 
daughter of Touro member 
Steven Dinerman. Entering 
Wheaton College as a freshman 
studying political science, 
Redlich is the daughter of 
Touro member Ried Redlich. 

Since the Leo Greenberg 
Memorial Student Loan 
Program was introduced 
in 1981, chi ldren of Touro 

SARAH REDLICH 

members have received interest
free loans totaling nearly 
$300,000, and not one has 
defaulted! 

Regular Touro members, 
their spouses and children, and 
children of deceased Touro 
members enrolled full time for 
the 2010-11 academic year in an 
accredited institution of higher 
learning were eligible for the 
scholarship grants . 

wwwjvhri.org 

REBECCA DINERMAN 

Regular 
ch ildren 

members, their 
and children of 

deceased members similarly 
en rolled could apply for the 
interest-free loans. Repayment 
of the loans does not begin until 
the student has graduated from 
or leaves school. 

For more information about 
Touro, contact 785-0066 or 
tou,fratl@aol.com. 

New emissary 
comes to town 

RSODE ISLAND'S 
wish community 

comes Ylsca Shalev, 
our new emissary from Israel. 
Check out the Oct. 1 issue of 
1he Voice & Herald for an inrei-
view with Shalev. 
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AsKKrr 
Sukkot: The season of our rejoicing 

BY Kn HASPEL 

khaspel@bjeri.org 

S COORDINATOR of 
The Mothers Circle, a free 
ducational and welcoming 

program empowering non-Jewish 
mothers to create Jewish homes, I 
thought I'd share the questions I get 
- and my answers - with the larger 
Jewish community. 

Q; How can I become involved 
in The Mothers Circle? 

A: A new Mothers Circle group 
begins on Oct. 7. It is open to any 
non-Jewish woman raising Jewish 
children. Just contact me at khas
pel@bjeri.org or 331-0956, ext. 184. 

Q; I'm nervous about going 
to a synagogue service. Is there 
another way I could do something 
at a synagogue to see if I'm com
fortable there? 

wandering in the desert). A sukkah is 
a temporary structure that is some
what open to the elements. 

The most important part of the 
sukkah is the roof, made from plant 
material, which should be dense 
enough to provide shade, but not so 
covered as to obscure the stars. And 
then it's decorated - with gourds, 
leaves, posters, toys, paper flowers, 
Rosh Hashanah cards, paper chains 
(or Cheerio or pasta chains, for that 
matter), and more (this is the fun 
part for children)! How much time 
families spend time in their sukkah 
varies, but eating meals, star gazing, 
"camping out" and just generally 
having fun are all common parts of 
the festivities. 

Diverse staff and population at TLC 
Father and 

daughter find 
meaning 

RUSSELL DURNING with his daughter, Colleen Messier 
/JSA 

A: This is a great time of year for 
that. Sukkot begins on Sept. 22, and 
many area synagogues have sukkah
decorating events that are terrific for 
young families (and usually open to 
the community). 

For more information about local 
Sukkot events, check with area 
synagogues. You can find a list of 
local synagogues at www.JFRl. 
org. You'll find them listed under 
the "Jewish Yellow Pages" link on 
the left of the Web site. Give them 
a call or check their Web site for 
information. For more information 
about the holiday of Sukkot, a 
good, accessible resource is www. 
myjewishlearning.com. 

at center 
PROVIDENCE - When Col
leen Messier's fa ther, Russell 
Durning, needed a socially 
stimulating environment, she 
looked no further than her 
place of employment - the To 
Life Center (TLC) Adult D ay 
Services (a program of Jewish 
Seniors Agency), where she has 
been a certified nursing assis
tant for nine years. Unhappy 
with the lack of personal atten
tion and social interaction at 
a senior center, Russell is now 
delighted with the caring staff 
at the To Life Center and has 
made close friendships with 
other participants . 

farmers' markets and ball 
games, but what he loves most 
is talking to people , something 
he wouldn't get to do at home. 

speak English, she visits him 
every morning and gives him a 
welcoming kiss. 

Briefly, sukkah means "booth" 
and Sukkot (the plural of sukkah) 
is the Festival of Booths. As a har
vest festival, it is a joyous holiday of 
thanksgiving. In Hebrew it is often 
referred to as z'man simhatenu, or 
season of our rejoicing. The sukkah 
we build is supposed to remind us of 
the booths or huts that the ancient 
Israelites built during harvest' time 
(or alternatively when they were 

Ihe M others Circle, a program of 
the Jewish Outreach Institute, is coor
dinated locally by the BJERJ in part
nership with the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island, and is fonded 
by the Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 
Foundation and]FRJ. 

Father and daughter both 
enjoy games and interact
ing with people. While Col
leen loves to play Scrabble and 
Boggle with individuals who 
frequent the TLC, and helps 
the artists who offer painting 
workshops, Russell enjoys crib
bage, word search puzzles and 
tai chi. H e takes special plea
sure in field trips to the parks, 

With a diverse population 
of TLC staff and participants, 
Colleen and Russell learn about 
others' cultures - and even a 
few non-verbal communication 
skills. With Spanish, English, 
Portuguese, Cambodian and 
Russian being spoken, every
one finds ways to communi
cate. Russell admits to having 
an admirer - although she can't 

Ihe To L ife Center Adult Day 
Services is in the ]SA, 100 Nian
tic A ve., Providence. Ifyou or any 
one you know could use a little 
"TLC,• contact Susan Adler, the 
interim director of TLC, at 621-
5374 or email her at sadler-jeri@ 
jsari.org. 

Ihe ] SA is a partner agency of 
the ]FRI. 

RI Reform Community Introduction to Judaism Class 
October 28 - March 10 -Thursday Evenings 7-9 pm 

The class presents a mix of study, discussion and practical experiences 
designed for all interested in exploring Judaism for themselves-interfaith 
couples, non-jews considering conversion, and Jews looking for adult-level 
basics are all welcome. Partners in interfaith relationships are encouraged 
to enroll together. Topics include Jewish holidays and life cycle events, 
theology and prayer, Israel, history and Hebrew. The class runs for 15 
weeks and will be held at Temple Beth-El. 

The Faculty will include: Rabbi Gutterman Klein, Mack and Stein and Cantors Brown and Seplowin. 

$160 One Person - $225 Couple (fee includes all books and a catered class Shabbat dinner in March 

'l"emple B~th-~~ 
Congreg• rlon Soni of loar l & Oa'o' ld 

Classes will take place at: 

TEMPLE BETH-EL 
70 ORCHARD AVENUE 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02906 

"we are a warm, welcoming congregation· 

For more information: 
EMAIL: Religiousschool@temple-beth-el.org 
WEBSITE: www.temple-beth-el.org 
PHONE: 401-331-6070 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Friday 
Sept. 17 
Kol Nidrei 

Saturday 
Sept. 18 

Yorn Kippur 

Sunday 
Sept. 19 
Harry Elkin Midrasha Begins 

Community high school for 
Jewish teens in grades 8-12, 
regardless of affiliation or syna
gogue membership. 

Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: 331-0956 ext. 181 or 
Midrasha@bjeri.org 

Tuesday 
Sept. 21 
"100 Voices -A Journey 
Home" 

Musical documentary film high
lights Jewish culture in Poland, 
preceded by a mini-concert 
with the cantors from the docu
mentary, featuring 20th century 
contemporary American music. 

Warwick Showcase Cinemas, 
1200 Quaker Lane, East Green
wich 

7 p.m. 

More info: 800-315-4000 

Wednesday 
Sept. 22 
Kosher Senior Cafe Mealsite 

Representatives from the 
state's department of elderly af
fairs and R.I. Legal Services will 
discuss legal services available 
to seniors. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11 :15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781-1771 

This site hosts Senior Cafe 
every Monday through Friday. 

Lunch in the Sukkah at JCCRI 
Lunch with family and friends 
in the Sukkah decorated by the 
children in the Early Childhood 
program. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, 401 Elm grove 
Ave., Providence 

Noon - 2 p.m. 

More info: Dani Sahner Brier 

at 861-8800, ext. 130 or dbrier@ 
jccri.org 

Agudas Achim Sukkot Dinner 
Exchange 

Want to eat dinner in a suk
kah? Have a sukkah that needs 
dinner guests? Sign up for the 
sukkah dinner exchange to be 
matched. Open to Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachu
setts community. Deadline to 
register: Sept. 19. 

6 p.m. to Rabbi Wechterman. 

More info: 508-222-2243 or 
rabbi@agudasma.org or 
www.agudasma.org 

"Little Town of Bethlehem" 
screening 

The film's three protagonists 
- an Israeli Jew, a Palestin
ian Christian and a Palestinian 
Muslim - tell their stories and 
share their dream for peace. 
A panel discussion geared to 
students will follow. 

Brown University Sa lomon Cen
ter, DeCiccia Family Auditorium, 
69-91 Waterman St., Providence 

7 - 9:30 p.m. 

More info: 874-2875 

Thursday 
Sept. 23 
Sukkot 

See Sukkot and Simhat Torah 
calendar for synagogue activi
ties and services. 

Friday 
Sept. 24 
Sukkot 

See Sukkot and Simhat Torah 
calendar for synagogue activi
ties and services. 

Sunday 
Sept. 26 
Scribing Our Legacy: The Art 
of Writing a Torah 

Visiting soler Rabbi Kevin Hale 
demonstrates scribal arts and 
the making of a torah. Presen
tations and participatory work
shops for children and adults. 

Congregation Agudas Ac him, 
901 North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

9 a.m. - Noon 

More info: 508-222-2243 

Lunchin' in the Hut 
Celebration lunch in the sukkah 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

12:30 p.m. 

$7 per person, $25 family maxi
mum 

More info: 463-7944 

CALENDAR 
Sock Hop and Pizza Party 

Celebrate Sukkot at Pizza in the 
Hut 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

5- 7 p.m. 

$3 per person, $10 family maxi
mum 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
Sept.27 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic is on "Reflection and 
Renewal." JERI Director Susan 
Adler and Assistant Direc-
tor Ethan Adler are available 
to counsel seniors and their 
families. Ethan is available for 
pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor 1215 Main 
Road, Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - Noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Jonathan Safran Foer at 
UMass/Dartmouth 

Award-winning author Jona
than Safran Foer addresses 
"When Jews Laugh at Things 
That Aren't Funny," discussing 
faith, its role in his life and its 
impact on his literary career. 

UMass Dartmouth CVPA Au
ditorium (Room 153); group #6, 
University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport 
Road, North Dartmouth, Mass. 

6:30 p.m. - lecture, then re
freshments in the sukkah 

More info: (508) 910-6551 or 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Tuesday 
Sept. 28 
Steven L. Horovitz Memorial 
Golf Tournament 

For the benefit of Rhode Island 

Cares 

Valley Country Club, 251 New 
London Ave., Warwick, RI 

11 a.m. - Registration, 11:30 
a.m. - Lunch, 12:30 p.m. - Shot
gun, 6 p.m. - Dinner & raffle 

$125 includes lunch, golf and 
dinner 

More info: Alan Horovitz at 497-
1024 or alan@superbline.com 

Wednesday 
Sept. 29 
Hoshana Rabbah 

See Sukkot and Simhat Torah 
calendar for synagogue activi
ties and services. 

Kosher Senior Cafe Mealsite 
Topic: Good Health Starts 
Here." Chrissy Tech from Whole 
Foods will discuss options 
when buying meat and dairy. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861 -8800 ext. 107 

This site hosts Senior Cafe 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Thursday 
Sept. 30 
Shemini Atzeret 

See Sukkot and Simhat Torah 
calendar for synagogue activi
ties and services. 

Friday 
October 1 
Simhat Torah 

See Sukkot and Simhat Torah 
calendar for synagogue activi
ties and services. 

WANTED: MATURE ADULTS 50+ 
What are YOU doing to exercise your brain? 

PLAY in just 10 weeks 
with 

KEYS TO FUN 
The revolutionary Adult Method that gives 

r-----~ everyone the ability to play a keyboard instrument. 

ts, <:,t: Entire 10-week course 
\\\\ Only $19.95 

Includes 10 one-hour lessons, all course materials, 
& practice facilities. 

• NO Musical Background Needed! 
• Day & Evening Times Available• Success Guaranteed 

CALL TODAY - SPACE IS LIMITED 

KEYS TO FUN®LESSON CENTER 
r-,T,-o_w_n""'&,....,.Co_u_n-try Plaza • 1665 Hartford Ave., Johnston • 277-9800 

wwwjvhri.org 

Glass-Blowing Weekend 
Workshop 

Three-day session for all skill 
levels 

102 Pole Bridge Road, North 
Scituate 

6 - 9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday 

$300 

More info: Neal Drobnis at 678-
6464 or ndrobnis@cox.net 

Monday 
October4 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
sociation Board Meeting 

Hurvitz Board Room 1 & 2, Baxt 
Building, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence 

10 a.m. - Board Meeting; 11 
a.m. - Open Meeting 

More info: 793-2520 

Thursday 
October7 
New Mothers Circle group 

The Mothers Circle is a free edu
cational and welcoming program 
empowering mothers of other 
faiths to create Jewish homes 

More info: Kit Haspel at 331-
0956, ext 184 or khaspel@bjeri. 
org 

Hebrew Play Group 
Weekly (through Dec. 16) Hebrew 
immersion experiences with 
songs, stories, and movement 
games for kids, birth to 2 years. 
Coordinated by Shirah Rubin. 

Art Gallery, JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave, Providence 

11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: hebrewplayri@gmail. 
com or 617 871-9717 or www. 
hebrewplay.org 

Warwick/Cranston West Bay 
Kosher Lunch & Learn 

Cantor Rick Perlman leads 
weekly Torah portion, followed by 
a kosher deli lunch. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St, Warwick 

Noon - 1 p.m. 

$10 per session or $52 for 7 ses
sion series 

More info: 463-7944 or 
cantorrick@cox.net 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 

1h, Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on Oct. 1. Please send cal
endar items for that issue by Sept. 
20. 

Calendar items for the Oct. 15 
issue are due Oct. 4. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRI.org with the sub
ject line of"CALENDAR." 
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Sukkot and Simhat 'Torah Schedule 
Editor's Note: If your synagogue's 

Sukkot and Simhat Torah services 
are not listed here, please visit its 
Web site or check in with the syna
gogue office. 

ATTLEBORO, MA 
RECONSTRUCTIONIST 

CONGREGATION AGUDAS AtHIM 
901 North Main St. 
508-222-2243 

Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
6 p.m. - Dinner exchange 

Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Service 

Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
6 p.m. - Evening Service and 
Potluck Supper 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9 a.m. - Morning Service with 
Yizkor 

BARRINGTON 
REFORM 

TEMPLE HABONIM 
165 New Meadow Road 
245-6536 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
5:30 p.m. - Tot Service, 6 p.m. -
Pizza dinner, 6:30 p.m. - Family/ 
Intergenerational Service 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
6:15 p.m. - Yizkor Service, 7 p.m. -
Simhat Torah Service 

CRANSTON 
CONSERVATIVE 

TEMPLE ToRAr Y1sRAEL 
330 Park Ave. 
785-1800 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9:15 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
9:15 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
6:30 a.m. - Hoshana Rabbah 
Service, 7:30 p.m. - Erev Shemini 
Atzeret Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9 a.m. - She mini Atzeret/Yizkor 
Service, 6 p.m. - Dance with 
Torah Scrolls 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
9:15 a.m. - Simhat Torah Service 

CRANSTON 
REFORM 

TEMPLE SINAI 
30 Hagen Ave., 942-8350 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
7 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Family 
Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 

Sukkot 
10:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 

Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 

6 p.m. - Service followed by Pizza 
in the sukkah 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
7 p.m. - Erev Simhat Torah/Conse
cration Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
10:30 a.m. - Sim hat Torah/Yizkor 
Service 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
7 p.m. - Family Shabbat Service 
and potluck dinner 

FRANKLIN, MA 
REFORM 

TEMPLE Erz CHAIM 
900 Washington St. 
508-528-5337 

Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
6:45 p.m. - Erev Su kkot Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. - Erev Shabbat Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
7 p.m. - Erev Sim hat Torah Ser
vice at Franklin Federated Church, 
171 Main St., Franklin, MA 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9 a.m. - Sim hat Torah and Yizkor 
Service 

MIDDLETOWN 
CONSERVATIVE 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
223 Valley Road 
846-9002 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
6:30 p.m. - Sukkot dinner, 7:30 
p.m. - Erev Sukkot Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. - Shabbat Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
10 a.m. - Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor 
Service, 7:30 p.m. - Simhat Torah 
Service 

NARRAGANSITT 
CONSERVATIVE 

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID 
102 Kingstown Road 
789-3437 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
7:30 p.m. - Kabbalat Shabbat/Suk
kot Service 
Sunday, Sept. 26 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret/Yizkor 
9:30 a.m. - She mini Atzeret/Yizkor 
Service, 7 p.m. - Sim hat Torah 
Service 

NEW BEDFORD, MA 
CONSERVATVE 

TIFERETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION 
145 Brownell Ave. 
508-997-3171 

Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
7:15 a.m. - Morning Service, 
5:45 p.m. - Erev Sukkot Evening 
Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Ser
vice, 5:45 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 
Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Ser
vi ce, 5:45 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 
Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
7 a.m. - Morning Service, 5:45 
p.m. - Evening Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9:30 a.m. - Morning Service, 11 
a.m. - Yizkor, 5:45 p.m. - Minhah/ 
Ma'ariv Service, 7:15 p.m. - Sim
hat Torah celebration 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
9:30 a.m. - Morning Service fol 
lowed by Kiddush luncheon, 5:45 
p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Service 

NEWPORT 
ORTHODOX v, 

TOURO SYNAGOGUE, CONGREGA· 
TION JESHUAT ISRAEL 
85 Touro St. 
847-4794 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
6:15 p.m. -Evening Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
8:45 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Ser
vice, 6:15 p.m. - Evening Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
8:45 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Ser
vice, 6:15 p.m. - Evening Service 
Sunday, Sept. 26 - Tuesday, 
September 28 - Chol Hamoed 
Sukkot 
8 a.m. - Morning Service, 6 p.m. -
Evening Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 -
Hosahnah Rabbah 
8 a.m. - Morning Service, 6 p.m. -
Evening Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret (Yizkor) 
8:45 a.m. - Morning Service, 6 
p.m. - Sim hat Torah Service, 6:30 
p.m. - Torah parade 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
8:45 a.m. - Simhat Torah Service 

PROVIDENCE 
CONSERVATIVE 

TEMPLE EMANU- EL 
99 Taft Ave. 
331-1616 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
5:45 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 
Service 

wwwjvhri.org 

Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Shaharit Ser
vice, 6:40 p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv 
Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Shaharit Ser
vi ce, 10:15 a.m. - Family Service, 
12:30 p.m. - Family Lunch, 6:05 
p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
6:45 a.m. - Shaharit Service, 6:30 
p.m. - Minhah Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret/Yizkor 
9:30 a.m. - Shaharit/Yizkor Ser
vice, 6:30 p.m. - Minhah Service 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
9:15 a.m. - Shaharit Service, 5:45 
p.m. - Minhah/Ma'ariv Service 

PROVIDENCE 
REFORM 

TEMPLE BETH-EL 

70 Orchard Ave. 
331-6070 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
5:15 p.m. - K'Tantan & young 
families decorate the sukkah, 5:45 
p.m. - Festival Service, 6:15 p.m. -
Pizza in the Hut 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
10 a.m. - Festival Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
5:45 p.m. - Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor 
Service, 6:30 p.m. - 78th Conse
cration 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret/Simhat Torah 
10 a.m. - Simchat Torah/Yizkor 
Service 

PROVIDENCE 
UNAFFILIATED 

CHABAD OF RHODE ISLAND 
360-362 Hope St. 
273-7238 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
10:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
10:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
10:30 a.m. - Morning Service, 
11:30 a.m. -Yizkor, 7:20 p.m. -
Simhat Torah dancing with Torah 

Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
10:30 a.m. - Simhat Torah Morning 
Service 

WARWICK 
CONSERVATIVE 

TEMPLE AM DAVID 
40 Gardiner St. 
463-7944 

Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 
6:27 p.m. - Ma'ariv Service 
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Service, 
6 p.m. - Ma'ariv Service 
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second Day 
Sukkot 
9 a.m. - Sukkot Morning Service 
Wednesday, Sept. 29 - Hoshana 
Rabbah 
6:45 a.m. - Morning Service, 6 
p.m. - Ma'ariv Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9 a.m. - Morning service, 11 a.m. 
- Yizkor, 7 p.m. Simchat Torah 
Evening Service 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
9 a.m. - Simhat Torah Morning 
Service 

WARWICK 
UNAFFILIATED 

CHABAD CHAI CENTER OF 
WEsrBAv 
3871 Post Road 
884-7888 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
5 p.m. - Yizkor Service 
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simhat Torah 
9:30 a.m. - Prayer Service, 10 a.m. 
- Hasidic dancing, 10:30 a.m. - To
rah reading 

WOONSOCKET 
CONSERVATIVE 

CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL 
224 Prospect St. 
762-3651 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 - Erev 
Sukkot 

Thursday, Sept. 23 - First Day 
Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. - Sukkot Morning 
Service, 7 p.m. - Sukkot Evening 
Service 
Thursday, Sept. 30 - Shemini 
Atzeret 
9:30 a.m. - She mini Atzeret 
Service, 6:30 p.m. - Simhat Torah 
Service 

• We exercise our pups daily and socialize our pups 
with other puppies and customers. 
• All our puppies come from professional breeders who 
raise healthy adult dogs and puppies. 
• We offer a health warrantee with alt our pets & 
complementary grooming with the purchase of a pup 
and discounted grooming thereafter. 

289 Cowessett Avenue Suite 8 Cowessett Plaza 
821-1288 or www.adogstaleboutique.com 
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Breast cancer survivor gives back 
October Water 

Fire weekend raises 
awareness 

Bv C AROL A NN D ONNELLY 

Specia'. to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Entrepreneur 
M arcia Spindel! has always pos
sessed a giving heart and a creative, 
out-of-the-box thought process. 
When she finished treatments for 
breast cancer, she knew she wanted 
to give back - and she chose to help 
the Gloria Gemma Breast Cancer 
Resource Foundation. 

This year, as in the past, she will 
help the Foundation as it raises 
funds and awareness at the Flames 
of H ope weekend, Oct. 8-9 in 
downtown Providence. 

Spindell's personal journey 
began in April 2007 when a rou
tine mammogram detected two 
spots in her left breast, so her 
doctor ordered a sonogram, which 
was then followed by an M RI. 
The MRI identified two tumors 
in her right breast that the mam
mogram had not detected at all. 
Fortunately, the cancer was early 
stage. After much research, Spin
del! opted to have bilateral mastec
tomies with simultaneous breast 
reconstruction at Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute in Boston. 

During her recovery from sur
gery, she was touched by the out
pouring of support she received 
from family, friends and people 
from her synagogue. Coworkers 
from the Eleanor Slater Hospital, 
where Spindel! is an expressive arts 

Spindel! took her entrepreneur
ial spirit further by creating a win
win situation. In 2008, she had her 
patients at Eleanor Slater Hospital 
paint Adirondack chairs and she 
raised $800 by auctioning them off 
at the G loria Gemma Flames of 
Hope - Celebration of Life event 
at W aterFire. In 2009, Spindell 's 
program sold birdhouses, frames 
and jewelry boxes. This year, the 
patients will make wearable art, 
including scarves and tote bags. 
Eager for donations of pink flan
nel, Spindell said, "This builds 
awareness of breast cancer, and 
my patients focus up and beyond 
themselves." 

This year's Flames of Hope 
evening is the fifth annual event, 
and begins at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 

therapist for adults with psychiat- 9, with the "Illumination of Life" 
ric disorders, collected money for ceremony and procession, in which 

/ Martia Spindel! 

MARCIA SPINDELL 

her. As she didn't need the money, approximately 150 breast cancer 
she decided to "pay it forward." survivors will carry lit torches in 

Knowing she wanted to give a procession to light the evening's 
to a breast cancer organization, W ater Fire. Spindel! will be where 
she eventually chose the Gloria she has been before, proudly car
Gemma Foundation, because it rying a torch in an emotionally 
is a Rhode Island- .-----------, charged evening of 
based organization celebration of life 
whose funds stay in and hope. 
the state. Too, it is To learn more 
committed to help- about Sp indel/, v isit 
ing people living www.etcri.org. For 
with breast cancer more on the Gloria 
by offering free ser- Gemma Breast Cancer 
vices, such as sup
port groups, yoga 
classes, a resource 

Resource Founda-
lion, visit www.glo
n'agemma.org. 

library, therapeutic ~ --------~ Carol Ann D on
nelly is a volunteer at Gloria Gemma 
Breast Cancer R esource Foundation. 

writi11g and arts pro
grams, and spa services including 
Reiki, reflexology and massage. 

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 
PROVIDENCE, RI 

401-351-1600 
1-800-244-1252 

RI llCENSE - 2410 
MASS. llCENSE - 14421 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 

/Shira Kline 

SHIRA KLINE, New York-based performer and Jewish educator 

ShirLaLa is hack by 
popular demand 

Bv ICOLE K ATZMAN 

nkatz man@bjeri.org 

PROVIDENCE - PJ Library wel
comes back New York-based per
former and Jewish educator, Shira 
Kline, a/ k/a ShirLaLa, on Sunday, 
Oct. 24, as part of the Weekend of 
Jewish Renaissance. 

Traveling across the coun
try and internationally with her 
kiddie-rock band, Kline delivers 
a dynamic, interactive program 
of joy and spirit, story and song. 
Raised in the world of music and 
the tradition of Torah, Kline has 
worked for more than a decade 
with a diverse array of Jewish 
communities to enliven Jewish 
rituals, holiday celebrations and 
prayer. Words, story and music are 
blended into a rich musical experi
ence for children and adults alike. 

Her three "outrageously hip 
Jewish kiddie rock" albums, played 
repeatedly in homes, cars and 
classrooms, have sold more than 
20,000 copies. 

More than 200 children 
attended Kline's H anukkah per
formance in Providence two years 
ago at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island QCCRI) 
social hall. By all accounts - kids' 
and adults' alike - the word was, 
"Shira rocks." 

The Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion of Rhode Island (BJE), in 
partnership with the JCCRI and 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
QFRI), will host the D r. James 
Yashar and Judge Marjorie Yashar 
Evening ofJewish Renaissance for 
the 10th year on Saturday, Oct. 23. 

This year, the event will extend 
to Sunday, Oct. 24, with addi
tional educational opportunities, 
an exciting shuk, delicious food and 
live entertainment, including the 
ShirLaLa concert. The expanded 
educational programming includes 
workshops and classes designed 
for single adults and families with 
young children. 

7he Shirl al a concert w ill be held 
at 4 p .m. on Sunday, Oct. 24 at the 
JCCRI. To reserve free tickets for 
the concert, contact N icole K atz man, 
director of Shalom Family, at 331-
0956, ext. 180 or nkatz man@bjeri. 
org. 

For more information about the 
Weekend of Jew ish Renaissance, con
tact Jana Brenman at 331- 0956, ext. 
181 or jbrenman@bjeri.org. 

Pf L ibrary is part of Shalom 
Family, a constellation of programs 
p rovided by the BJE, the] CCRI and 
]FRI . 

Shirlala to lead Temple Habonim services 
BARRINGT ON - ShirLaLa invited for a pizza dinner. 

will begin her weekend in Rhode 
Island at Temple Habonim on 
Friday, Oct. 22. The entire com
munity is invited to H abonim's 
Friday night services, sure to be 
full of ruah and fun. 

The Tot Shabbat service, 
which will be lead by Shira Klein 
and Rabbi Andrew Klein, is for 
kids up to age 5. Shira will also 
lead the family service, for those 
who are young or just young at 
heart. 

Between the two musical 
Shabbat services, families are 

Please visit the Temple Habonim 
Web site, www.templehabonim. 
org, to sign up for pizza. There is no 
charge to attend either service, but 
an email RSVP is requested. Please 
email: pres@templehabonim.org. 

WHAT:Tot Shabbat service 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Road, Barrington 

WHEN: 5:30 to 6 p.m.; pizza 
dinner: 6 p.m.; family service: 
6:45 p.m. 



COMMUNITY 

/Alisa Kotler-Berkowitz 

ISABELLE BERAN BAUM AND MATTHEW FRIEDMAN at the Kol 
Echad concert - a Shalom Family event - in December 2009. 

The Shalom Family tree 
An umbrella 

program strengthens 
local] ewish families 

BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsu!livan@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - What services 
are ava ilable to families in our local 
Jewish community? H ow can I 
meet local Jewish families with 
young children? My fami ly wants 
to be more active in the Jewish 
community, but we don't know 
where to start. These are just some 
of the questions that led to the cre
ation of Shalom Family. 

Shalom Family, a joint initiative 
of the Bureau ofJewish Education 
of Rhode Island, the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island 
QCCRI) and the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island, is an inclu
sive collection of services aimed at 
strengthening local Jewish fam i
lies. The Shalom Family programs 
include Shalom Baby & Hebrew 
Play, PJ Library and The Mothers 
C ircle. 

Shalom Baby is a volunteer-cen
tered service that welcomes Jewish 
infants into the world with a care 
package for the baby and his or her 
parents. Last year, Shalom Baby 
delivered 89 packages throughout 
the greater Rhode Island Jewish 
community. "Shalom Baby is more 
than just a gift bag; it's a valuable 
introduction to the programs and 
services offered in our Jewish com
munity," said Nicole Katzman, 
Shalom Family director. 

Affiliated with Shalom Baby is 
Hebrew Play, a new program that 
will be locally run by community 
volunteers. The goal of H ebrew 
Play is to inspire families and chil
dren to play in H ebrew. This play
group, geared for children, ages 6 
months to 3 years, provides fami
lies with fun and accessible educa
tional resources. H ebrew Play will 

meet weekly starting this fa ll at the 
JCCRI. 

Another branch of the Shalom 
Family tree is the PJ Library, a 
service that reaches Jewish house
holds across the state by providing 
children, 6 years old and younger, 
monthly mailings of quality Jewish 
books and CD's. PJ Library has 
many benefits - introducing lit
eracy to children at a young age, 
strengthening the parent/child 
bond with bedtime reading and 
bringing Jewish culture and tradi
tions to young children. 

PJ Library involves the whole 
fami ly, grandparents too, with 
"Grandparents Corner," which 
brings together multiple genera
tions to share in the experience 
of Jewish culture. PJ Library in 
Rhode Island has been so suc
cessful that it's been dubbed "PJ 
Library Plus" by the Harold Grin
spoon Foundation, the entity that 
funds PJ Library nationwide. 

Shalom Family also offers The 
Mothers Circle, (see related story, 
"Sukkot: The season of our rejoic
ing," on page 9) a warm and inclu
sive series of classes for non-Jewish 
moms making the decision to raise 
Jewish kids. 

Shalom Family is made possible, 
in part, by your generous donations 
lo the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's Annual Community Cam
paign. 

For more information on Shalom 
Baby, Hebrew Play and Pf Library, 
contact Nicole Katzman al 331-
0956, ext 180 or nkat:zman@bjeri. 
org. 

For more information on Grand
parents Corner please contact Barbara 
Sheer at b_sheer@hotmail.com. 

For more information on 1he 
M others Circle, please contact Kit 
Haspel at 331-0956, ext 184 or 
Khaspel@bjeri.org. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate at ]FRI. 
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/ Lauri Lee, JCOS 
JCDS FIFTH GRADERS pick tomatoes . 

A thriving garden 
]CDS community 
garden: A family 

affair 

BY J AM I E FAIT H WOODS 

Special lo 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community D ay School of 
Rhode Island QCDS) com
munity garden is thriving! Last 
school year, pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade students 
planted seeds and tended the 
garden until school ended in 
June. 

During the summer months, 
many of our families took on gar
dening responsibilities. Thanks 
are due to the Alon family 
(who made baby food from our 
garden), the Elmaleh family, the 
Rackover family, the M ernoff 
family, the Rosen-Landry family, 
Eliana Seltzer, the Sheer family, 

wwwjvhri.org 

the Venditto family, H ead of 
School Renee Rudnick and 
School Librarian Karolyn White. 
And kudos to Peter Smith and 
his nephew, Josh, who built new 
steps in the garden, allowing our 
students to more easily access the 
water spigot and hose. 

We have enjoyed the fruits 
of our efforts all summer, pick
ing strawberries, tomatoes, zuc
chini, squash and many other 
vegetables. Now, we have plenty 
of mint, rosemary, basil and kale. 

The triangular pre-kinder
garten plot is overflowing with 
ornamental pumpkins (for our 
sukkah), delicious husk cherries 
and even watermelon, and the 
fig tree in the first grade's bibli
cal garden grew so much over the 
summer! 

The second-grade students 
just began their 15-week unit 
on plants. After making care
ful observations about various 
plants, they listed everything 

they hope to learn about plants 
before picking some mint to take 
home. 

The second and third graders 
planted gourds last spring; 
Jennifer Bend, JCDS's art 
teacher, will soon help students 
craft the gourds into birdhouses. 

The tomatoes, summer squash 
and red peppers - all in the 
fourth graders' garden - are just 
now ripening and will soon be 
ready for harvesting. The fifth 
graders will soon learn now to 
make mint tea bags, as part of a 
study of colonial America. 

JCDS students in all grades 
will have hands-on learning 
experiences in our garden this 
fall, and we look forwa rd to shar
ing the news with you. 

For more information about the 
garden education program, contact 
Jamie Faith Woods at 1fwoods@ 
jcdsri.org. 

KAREN CLARKSON, 
an administrative 
assistant w ith the 
Bureau of Jewish 
Education of Rhode 
Island, captured 
this hummingbird 
at a feeder out
side her kitchen 

I 
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A race to the finish 
Cheerful crowds and 
energetic runners at 

J CCRI 

8 Y VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

N THE MORNING 
of Sept. 12, hundreds 
of people gathered at 
the Jewish Community 

Center of Rhode Island's (JCCRJ). 
They were there for the JCCRl's 

THIS YOUNG RUNNER has the " V for Victory" sign down pat . 
He was the first to cross the finish line in his race. 
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Without Leaving Your Apartment 
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The Jewish Federation of Rhode lslond 

invites you to our 

2011 Annual Community 

Campaign Main Event 

Monday, October 1 8, 201 0 

7:30 - 9:00 pm 

Discussion a nd book signing 

with author G regory Levey 

Dessert reception to follow 

Books will be available 

for purchase and signing 

$36+ minimum commitment 

to the 20 11 Annual Campaign 

Temple Be th-El, Providence 

70 O rchard Avenue 

Kindly RSVP 

a t www.JFRl.org 

or by phone to Miche le Gallagher 

401.421.41 11 X 165 

wwwjvhri.org 

ninth annual SK Road Race and 
East Side Pediatrics Youth Races 
and the first annual Joe Mann 
Memorial 1.5 Mile Walk, all spon
sored by The Miriam H ospital. 

And, with primary day just two 
days later, many political candidates 
were out in full force, as well, antici
pating their own upcoming races! 
Mayor David Cicilline, a candidate 
to fill the congressional seat now 
held by Representative Patrick Ken
nedy, shot the air gun to officially 
start the SK. 

According to Lisa Mongeau, 
health and fitness director at the 
JCCRJ, 300+ adults and 75+ kids 
ran .and 100+ individuals walked, 
and dozens of volunteers worked to 
make the event a rousing success. 

All the children running were 
greeted ,vith cheers and shouts of 
encouragement and, at the race's 
end, a medal. The finish line wasn't 
necessarily the goal for some of 
the youngest runners - in a couple 
of instances, we saw them lose 
their sense of direction and reverse 

RUNNING, Facing Page 

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO. 

, Nancy kirsch 

VOLUNTEERS OSWALD SCHWARTZ and Christina Hilton 
t alk before the race. 



COMMU 
From Previous Page 

course! No matter, as participat
ing, not winning, was the primary 
objective. 

William Sanders, age 23, of 
Wethersfield, Conn., placed first 
among the men overall running the 
SK in 15:20. Among the females 
overall, Stephanie Reilly, 32, of 
Northbridge, Mass., had the fast
est time, at 16:40. Prizes were also 
awarded to the top male and female 
runners in age categories. Winning 
teams were the Providence Ronald 
McDonald House (all men's team), 

RUNNING for a cause 

Brown University (all women's 
team) and The Miriam Hospital 
(co-ed team). 

After the race, kids still had 
enough energy to climb the portable 
rock wall! Runners - young and old 
- snacked on bagels and fruit. 

The race this year was dedicated 
to Joe Mann; and the day's events 
included the Joe Mann 1.5 mile, a 
non-competitive walk in memory 
of Mann, a prominent volunteer in 
the Jewish community, who died 
earlier this year. In addition to The 
Miriam H ospital, as the lead spon-

A GOOD STRETCH BEFORE THE RACE 

It's a Fields family affair 
BARBARA FIELDS. center, is surrounded by her chi ldren, Daniel 
Karlin, 11, and Nina Karlin, 8. Behind them is Barbara's boyfriend, 
Ken Rosenblad and her mother, Yvette Fields. 

Barbara. Ken and Daniel all ran the SK and Nina ran in the chi ldren's 
race; Yvette was "the cheerleader from Florida." 

sor, 31 other individuals, businesses 
or organizations also made dona
tions. "This race was our best ever," 
said M ongeau. "We were delighted 
to see so many runners and walkers 
participating this year. And, we had 
more volunteers than we've had in 
the past. We couldn't be more grate
ful for the community support." 
Mongeau estimates that the JCCRI 
netted approximately $30,000. 

7he JCCRI is a partner agency of 
]FRI. . 
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/Nancy Kirsch /Cathy Mann 
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From left, Melissa Mann, Joyce Demain, Cathy Mann, Chris Demain 
and Debbie Mann before the race. 



I 
PAGE 16 Jewish Voice <\_Herald September 17, 2010 HOME& RDEN 

From Rhode Island to Alaska ... who knew? 
Organic farming 

near the Arctic Circle 

ARE 
approximately 2,000 
Jewish families in the 
state of Alaska. And, 

there's only one Jewish organic 
farmer in the state and, wouldn't 
you know it? He's from Providence' 
Talk about Jewish geography. .. 

Michael Emers, the son of 
Herb Emers of Providence and 
Ruth Emers of Pawtucket, owns 
and operates Rosie Creek Farm, 
located 120 miles south of the 
Arctic Circle in Ester, Alaska. 

job with the U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service, cleared two acres of 
spruce-aspen forest, and started 
Rosie Creek Farm. 

This year, Emers, his wife Joan 
H ornig, and a farm crew of five 
will grow and harvest about five 
tons of specialty fruits and veg
etables. Four times a week, the 
harvest is sorted into cardboard 
boxes for delivery to area residents 
through a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) program. Sur
plus produce is sold to restaurants 
in nearby Fairbanks and at the 
local fa rmers' market. 

Folks from Fairbanks know 
Rosie Creek Farm for its Asian 
mustard greens, heirloom toma
toes and stiff-neck garlic. The pro
duce is so popular that scuffles have 
broken out over the last braided 
bunch of garlic at farm stands. 

Emers serves on the Alaska 
Food Policy Council and the 
Alaska Community Agriculture 
Association. 

/Andrew Stowe 

Raised on Providence's East 
Side, Emers is a 1977 graduate of 
Classical High School. H e com
pleted graduate study in forest 
ecology at the University of W ash
ington in 1990 before permanently 
moving to Alaska. With his exper
tise in arctic plants, Mike worked 
as a biologist and park ranger at 
several national parks around the 
state, including Gates of the Arctic 
National Park and the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Emers belongs to Congrega
tion O r H aTzafon ("Light of the 
North") in Fairbanks. O n Friday 
evenings at the Reform synagogue, 
an assortment of professors, sol
diers, pilots and homesteaders can 
be found singing "L'cha D odi" and 
discussing Torah. In the middle of 
summer, when the sun sets at mid
night and rises at 3:30 a.m., obser
vant Jews have a difficult time 
observing candle-lighting times. 

MICHAEL EMERS plants grafted tomato seedlings at Rosie Creek Farm in Ester, Alaska. 

"I liked being out alone in the 
wilderness," he said of his time in 
the field. "It speaks to something 
basic in the human psyche, some
thing very individual." 

Throughout his career in biol
ogy and forestry, Mike cultivated 
an extensive vegetable garden in 
his spare time. In 1998, he left his 

All the daylight is good news 
for Rosie Creek Farm. Vegetables 
and fruits must grow rapidly to 
reach maturity before the tern-

perature drops too low. The grow
ing season in interior Alaska is a 
full two months shorter than in 
Rhode Island, and frosts have been 
known to occur from mid-August 
to mid-June. This year's first frost 
fell on August 21. 

FROST IS 'OT M11<E'S 

ONLY CONCER 

"We've had some bad moose 
incidents, four or five moose all 

Your online magazine 
of Jewish news, 

ideas, and culture 

TABLETMAG.COM 

wwwjvhri.org 

circling around the fence. They'll 
do S2,000-S3,000 damage in a 
night if they get into the field," he 
said. 

Mike and Joan have two active 
children, atalie, 6, and Alex, 
4. Few youngsters willingly con
sume as much kohlrabi and car
rots as atalie and Alex. If their 

children's love of vegetables is any 
indication, Mike and Joan may be 
raising a new generation of farmers 
in the "Last Frontier." 

Stephen Sherman is an intern at 
Rosie Creek Farm and a member of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. H e 
can be reached at sas444@cornell.edu. 

East Side Garden 
A CLOSE VIEW of a mixed perennial border at the 

Kirsch family home. 



FOOD 
Growing vegetables in Rhode Island 

Fall offers 
opportunities 

Bv PENNEY STEIN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET - I have been 
gardening in Rhode Island for 
more than 20 years. So you'd think 
that I would have the weather pat
terns down pat by now. And yet, 
every year I am taken by surprise 
as summer heat suddenly gives way 
to chill nights, and the garden goes 
from out-of-control production 
(all those zucchinis!) to powdery 
mildew in the squash beds and 
hard, green tomatoes on the 
vines. 

I went in search of advice 
on how to extend the season 
and maintain productivity 
in the garden after prime 
growing time has passed. 
Rich Pederson manages 
Southside Community 
Land Trust 's City Farm, a 
5,000-square-foot plot in 
South Providence that pro
duced 3,165 pounds of food 
last year. City Farm supplies 
area farmers' markets with 
fresh produce throughout 
the season and beyond, and 
Pederson is a local favorite 
for advice on growing and 
preparing healthy food. 

According to Pederson, 
there are several ways to look 
at the question of fall gardening: 
Protecting established crops and 
prolonging their growing season, 
planting crops that tolerate cool 
weather and storing vegetables for 
fall/winter use. 

PROTECTING ESTABLISHED CROPS 

Crops such as kale, chard, car
rots, bok choy, parsnips, turnips, 
parsley, chives and a variety of 
greens (e.g., broccoli, collard, beet 
and mustard greens, arugula and 
spinach) can be grown well into 
winter with some technological 
aids, such as floating row coverS, 
which keep the frost off and insu
late plants. Or they can be covered 
with painter's plastic for the same 
effect. A thick mulch of hay or 
straw also helps. "Even covering 
plants at night with a sheet or a 
blanket can be enough to keep 
direct frost off," says Pederson. 

PLANTING CROPS IN THE FALL 

This can be tricky, because it 
requires forethought and plan
ning. If you were hoping to plant 
your autumn garden from seed, 
you'll have to wait until next year. 
According to Pederson, Sept. 15th 
is about the last day to transplant 
seedlings that will develop fully 
before the first frost. But if you 
had been planning to start an 
autumn vegetable with seeds, you 
would have had to plant several 
weeks before mid-September. Of 
course, if you have a cold frame, 
then any of the root vegetables or 
leafy greens will grow long into 
the winter. 

"Don't expect summer-like 
growth," cautions Pederson. 
"Autumn/winter growth will be 
substantially slower and less pro
ductive. You need to lower your 
expectations. And be mindful of 
how much water your plants are 
getting. We tend to overlook dry 
conditions after the heat of the 
summer has passed." 

STORING VEGETABLES 

Many vegetables grown in 
the summer can be stored and 
kept throughout the fall. Winter 
squashes are the champions: Make 
sure they are free of cuts or 

blemishes and keep them 
somewhere cool and dry. Root 
crops, too, are good "keepers," 
though those of us without cold 
cellars have to depend on our 
refrigerators. Some people swear 
that green tomatoes (also without 
cracks or blemishes) can be 
individually wrapped in newspaper 
and kept in a cool place where they 
will continue to ripen. I prefer to 
pick them green and pickle them 
(recipe below). 

As for me, since I had neglected 

(again!) to plant my seeds early 
enough for a fall crop, I was 

. delighted when I saw a sign at 
the Island Garden Shop in Ports
mouth, advertising fall vegetable 
plants. Thrilled beyond description 
at their foresight, I scooped up six
packs of lettuce (Bibb and salad 
mix), kale, broccoli, cauliflower 
and red cabbage. I cleared some 
space in my garden, added some 
compost, turned over the soil and 
planted the seedlings. Now I will 
take Pederson's advice and attend 
to their watering needs, keeping 
my expectations in check, while 
at the same time dreaming of my 
October/November bumper crop. 

Pickled green tomatoes 
Ingredients 

Firm green tomatoes 
1 quart wine vinegar 
1 cup salt 
1 stalk celery (for each jar of 

tomatoes) 
1 hot pepper (for each jar of 

tomatoes) 
1 teaspoon dill seed (for each jar 

of tomatoes) 
1 clove garlic (for each jar of 

tomatoes) 

Method 

Combine 2 quarts water, 1 quart 
wine vinegar, 1 cup salt. Boil 
gently 5 minutes. 

Pack tomatoes tightly in steril
ized jars along with 1 stalk celery, 
1 hot pepper, 1 teaspoon dill seed, 
1 clove garlic. 

Fill jars with hot brine to within 
½ inch of the top, making sure 
brine covers the tomatoes. Seal. 

Sealed jars can be kept in a cool, 
dry place. Unsealed jars can be 
kept in the refrigerator. 

The recipe makes approximately 
2 1/2 gallons of sour tomatoes. 

Penney Stein is a graduate of the 
URI Master Gardeners program. 
A community gardener at Walker 
Farms in Barrington, she is also a 
board member of the Southside Com
munity Land Trust. 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

81·00 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621 -3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Soup's on 
Bv Vo,o: & HERALD STAFF olive oil for 1-2 minutes. Don't 

voiceherald@JFRl.org brown the garlic, but you want the 

IF YOU'RE LOOKING for 
something else to do with 
your home-grown toma
toes, why not try this soup 

recipe? Calling for only a handful 
of ingredients, it looks quick, easy 
and delicious. 

Garlic soup 
Ingredients 

8 - 12 cloves garlic 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
6 cups chicken stock 
2 medium plum tomatoes, cored, 

seeded and diced 
3 eggs, beaten 
½ teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon pepper 

Method 

Saute the garlic on low heat in 

olive oil to absorb the garlic flavor. 
Add the chicken stock, cover 

and turn the heat up to bring the 
soup to a boil. Then turn heat 
down so that the soup simmers 
gently. Simmer for 2-3 minutes on 
low. 

Add the tomatoes and simmer 
another minute or two. 

In a slow, thin stream, pour the 
beaten eggs into the soup - leave 
it about 10 seconds before stirring. 
Season with salt and pepper and 
serve. 

Makes 6 servings. 

Recipe is from Soup, A Kosher 
Collection, by Pam R eiss, and pub
lished by M. Evans and Company, 
2004. 

China Inn 
a taste of china in town 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 

East Side, China Inn has received "The Best of' award many 

times from local Rhode Island publications a~d has built a rep

utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its 

30 plus year~ of business. The classy interior of our restaurant 

helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple

ments the simple, dean decor of the dining area, and ,vhich 

makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 

the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRJVATEPARTIES e'er BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Call 401.723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket ,md East Side 

401. 723.3960 I 285 Main Street Pawtuckcl , RJ 02860 I www.chinainnri.1..·om 
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Advice from a real estate professional 

Some 'do's' and 
some 'don'ts' 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRl.org 

to purchase another home that, 
Field said will pay for itself. 

WEST WARWICK - What 
advice does Michael Field, a Realtor 
with Re/Max Advantage in West 
Warwick have to offer existing or 
prospective homeowners? We're 
passing along some of his advice to 
our readers. 

You don't have to keep up with 
other people's life styles. By being 
slow and careful - and paying atten
tion to the rental market - this 
couple is developing security and is 
not taking on more debt than they 
can afford. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 

A COUPLE DIVORCES? 

While Field is a real estate agent 
and not an attorney, he reminds 
people that their home is often 
an integral asset. His best advice? 
Don't let the lawyers make all the 
money - he recommends con
tacting a mediator, if the divorc
ing couple's relationship is at all 

You DON'T HAVE TO KEEP UP 
WITH THE GOLOBERGS 

Field has worked with a young 
couple who purchased a two-family 
house; they rented one part and lived 
in the other. Now they will use the 
equity they've built up in that house 

I 

• 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent 
in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

· Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

'Let Bonnie's Experience Work for you in 20/0' 
rop 2'k of \RT cmplo)cc~ \\orld\\uk 

( all tl)da) for ( ompllmrntar) ~1arkct ,\n,1ly~,~ .md lllllllC Staging 

''If I were a 
rich '' man ... 
~ ~~ 

.. .I'd still have to establish a safe and secure 
financial future for myself and my family. 
At Halperin & Lax, LLC, we make sure that all 
the details are double-checked and you are as 
well informed about your plans as can be. 

We work from sunrise to sunset to help make 
your financial dreams come true. 

Call for an appointment. 401-738-7776. 

llHalperin & Lax, LLC 
A Complete Financial Service Company 

3616 Post Road• 401.738.7776 
Lawrence M. Halperin, RFC Ryan Alan Lax 

Registered Represenlatives of and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offeied through Horner, 
Townsend and Kent,lnt (HTK Registered lnve,tment Advisor.Member FINRNSIPC Halperin and lax, ll( Is 

independent of HTK 420 South Washington Street, North Attleboro, MA 0276-0 (508-699-7366) 
AOJC-0218-02 

amicable - to determine how best 
to apportion the assets from the 
home. One person may buy out 
the other person's interest or the 
home may be sold and the assets 
divided, but a mediator can help 
a divorcing couple work through 
that process less expensively than 
would divorce attorneys. 

Is THJS A GOOD TIME TO BUY? 

It depends on the geographic area, 
some price ranges are doing better 
than others, said Field. 

Data on short sales (short sales 
occur when the lender is willing to 
accept less than what is owed on the 
property and release its lien to allow 
the sale to proceed) and foreclosures 
were included in median housing 
prices, driving prices down. The real 
median price of houses in Rhode 
Island is stabilizing, with a one-year 
or more inventory of housing for 
sale . 

HENRY DAVID THOREAU'S cabin on Walden Pond 

September song 

With interest rates at an historic 
low, some people think prices may 
fall further. If you have a good credit 
score and can get a mortgage, said 
Field, this is the best time to buy, 
with these caveats: Evaluate the 
individual property to determine if 
it's a good buy? In a stable area? A 
property I can afford? 

If you -young couple or not - find 
yourself struggling to make your 
mortgage payments, Field strongly 
recommends you contact the bank 
or other institution holding your 
mortgage. Open and honest com
munication is best, he explained; 
many banks will work with you if 
they know what's happening. Don't 
get caught up in something way too 
late when you could have talked to 
someone earlier; it doesn't hurt to 
talk to someone, including a Realtor 
knowledgeable in short sales. 

For information, contact Michael 
Field at Re/Max Advantage in West 
Warwick at 823-1500 (work} or 741-
1582 (cell). 

Every day is 
a lifetime 

BY MICHAEL FINK 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TIE RED KAYAK has 
ayed in its corner of 

he yard. Whatever isn't 
sed serves as cover for 

all manner of furry or feathered 
friends, from chipmunks to robins 
and jays. Instead of paddlings along 
the river, my voyages have been 
hikes as I stroll the shoreline. 

Today the Rocks of sanderlings 
and plovers along the pier have 
been quite extraordinary and abso
lutely, breathtakingly lovely. Is that 
a pair of gulls? No, it's a duet of 
avocets, with the long beaks and 
black and white "cloaks" of plumes. 
It's actually a religious experience 
for me, to see the elegance of natu
ral forms following the symphony 
of the seasons. 

This is the time for migrations, 
human and other than human. 
When my little white Rhode 
Island Rags, white and blue with 
the golden anchor of Hope, flutter 
in the breeze like the large group 
of tiny white buttedl.ies, fairy-like 

The 
CPremier 
Choice 
Catered retirement and 
assisted living, and the 
region's most innovative 
care for people with 
Alzheimer's. 

Call Linda or Christine 
at ( 401) 949-1333 for 

_. Vii'i~;:_on 
AT WATERMAN LAKE 

CATERED RETIREMENT L l V l NG 

715 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI 
www. vi I lage retirement. com 

wwwjvhri.org 

in their silent zest at the weeds and 
blossoms, I get a spiritual sensation 
in the clear September light. The 
orange and black monarchs seem to 
love the sandy beaches as they head 
out to sea and then off to Mexico. 

The open quahog shells on the 
strands of the tides - the souls 
within have been eaten by the gulls 
- glow in the early morning or late 
afternoon sunbeams, and you can 
study briefly the infinite variety of 
their colors and curving lines. 

That single passenger kayak in 
my garden was my gift to my son 
and youngest child. During his 
boyhood, I helped him cram in the 
last of his summer reading: I read 
the whole ofThoreau's Walden while 
he reclined on a cot and deigned to 
listen as long as his patience held 
out. Now, on a short visit from 
his apartment home in Boston, he 
checks out Middlebridge and the 
Pier beach, scenes of his youth. 

''You think your cabin is like 
Thoreau's!" he says with his usual 
mix of good-humored sarcasm and 
admiration for my genuine love of 
Thoreau's experiment in simplicity. 

' 1Thoreau's name sounds like a 
French version of "Touro," I say, 
to be eccentric. "I know that his 
ancestors were Huguenots, and 
there was indeed a strong Hugue
not presence in South County, all 
the way to Frenchtown in North 
Kingstown. I have researched a 
bit to see if there was any connec
tion between the arrival in south
ern France of the Protestants from 
Spain and the Jews, at the time of 
the Inquisition. 

And then, a father has to lighten 
up after making such a pompous, 
pseudo-scholarly speech. I tell him 
that there was a graphite mine next 
door to our house in Middlebridge. 
That the graphite was used to make 
the points of pencils. That Tho
reau came from a family that made 
pencils. That before pencils, people 
wrote with rocks and on tablets of 
stone. 

We sip our drinks and munch on 
our snacks and let the light turn to 
shadow, like the year that is passing 
gloriously from summer into fall. 

This is the perfect place to expe
rience and celebrate the transitions. 
And every day is a lifetime. 

Michael Fink teaches English at 
RISD. Co11tact him at mft11k33@aol. 
com. 

l 
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TYLER GAGE and Dan MacCombie 

BROWN graduates market tea 
From Page 2 

and through the company's Web 
site, www.runa.org. Runa is work
ing with a distributor to get its tea 
into more New England locales. 
The teas, says MacCombie, are 
certifed organic and kosher. 

PASSION FOR ENVIRONMENT 

MacCombie credits his mother, 
now deceased, with infusing him 
with his long-held passions for 
ecology, the environment and 
entrepreneurship. In high school, 
he designed and taught a summer 
class for inner city C leveland stu
dents to connect them with the 
eco-systems around them. "We 
had a community garden and we 
raised brook trout in a fish hatch
ery," he said. ''I wanted everyone 
to have equal access to the use of 

land." 
A D ecember 2008 Brown grad

uate with a degree in marine biol
ogy, MacCombie is grateful that 
Runa's investors provide wealth 
and wisdom. Runa was named 
a Brown University Entrepre
neurship Program Business Plan 
Competition winner in 2008 and 
won a 2009 Rhode Island Busi
ness Plan Competition. 

"This is the closest thing to 
a marriage I have now," he said. 
"Starting a business right out of 
college has been amazing and has 
presented me with intense chal
lenges I would never have had 
otherwise." 

URI student Betsy Cohen is presi
dent of URI H illel. Contact her at 
betsycohen04@gmail.com. 

ELISE PENN PANSEY 
The Pet Friendly Realtor 

.is a word that is both used and abused these days. But I want 
you to know that I really am dedicated to my customers and to my 
profession. If a real estate transaction is in your future, let's talk. 
Then you can decide for yourself if you really believe that I am. 

DEDICATED ... 

to serving YOU! Call me today! 

~2t 
Butterman & Kryston, Inc. 

749 East Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI 

@ Blackstone Blvd. 
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Want to learn more about energy, 
composting or gardening? 

URI offers an array 
of fall classes 

KINGSTON - The Mallon 
Outreach Center at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island is accepting 
registrations for three fall educa
tional programs designed to help 
residents save energy, learn to 
compost and improve their gar
dening skills. 

The URI Master Composter 
& Recycler training program 
runs on Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings in October; 
the URI Master Energy pro
gram takes place on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings in O ctober; 
and the Fall Gardening School 
runs on Wednesdays from mid
September to mid-O ctober plus 
one Saturday session. 

"We've been offering these 
programs for many years, and 
they are a tremendously popular 
and successful way of engaging 
Rhode Islanders in increasing 
their knowledge and expertise in 
topics important to the environ
ment and their personal growth," 
said Marion Gold, director of the 
Outreach Center, in a prepared 
statement. 

THE MASTEi! ENERGY PROGIIMI 

The Master Energy program 
teaches participants how to save 
money and protect the environ-

ment through energy efficiency 
measures and the use of renew
able energy and alternative fuels. 
The sessions include lessons on 
assessing energy savings oppor
tunities, calculating the value of 
efficiency projects, and small
scale renewable energy installa
tions. 

Participants will also learn 
about current state and federal 
energy policy and cut ting edge 
energy research happening here 
in Rhode Island. 

The class will be taught by 
Robert S. Cerio, who has 25 
years of experience as an energy 
resource manager, with other 
speakers coming from National 
Grid, Alteris Renewables, and 
the Rhode Island Office of 
Energy Resources. 

The class meets from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Tuesday nights from 
Oct. 5 to Oct. 26 at the URI 
Feinstein Providence Campus; 
the registration fee is SlOO. 

The M aster Composter and 
Recycler program trains Rhode 
Islanders to provide a solution 
to one of the state's pressing 
environmental problems - solid 
waste. The sessions will feature 
discussions on such topics as the 
importance and benefits of com
posting and recycling, starting a 
backyard compost process, com
post science, worm and innova
tive composting methods, and 

community outreach. 
Classes take place from 6 to 8 

p.m. at the URI O utreach Center 
in Kingston on Oct. 7, 14 and 21. 
Saturday field trips to the state 
landfill, a commercial compost
ing facility, and an urban com
posting setting are scheduled for 
Oct. 9, 16 and 30. The cost of 
the program is $75. 

Fall Gardening School fea
tures six sessions on such topics 
as fall pruning of ornamental 
shrubs, medicinal plants, under
standing perennial culture, and 
houseplant and tropical plant 
care. Each class features, lec
tures, demonstrations, garden 
tours and hands-on activities 
geared to gardeners of all skill 
and ability levels. 

Five weekly gardening classes 
will be held on Wednesdays from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. starting on Sept. 
15, plus one Saturday class on 
Oct. 2 from 9 to 11 a.m. They 
meet at either the URI Outreach 
Center in Kingston or the Roger 
Williams Park Botanical Gar
dens in Providence. Each class 
costs $20, or register for all six 
classes for $100. 

For further information or to 
register for any of these programs, 
v isit www.uri.edu/cels/ceoc or call 
874-2900. 

~fi. ... .,«ai 
Flames of Hope: October 9th 

A Celebration of Life at 
(401) 861-HERO (4376) 

Z,,..,J. ~ 

RUN, WALK & DOG WALK 

October 9th, 10am 
Station Park, Providence, RI 

REGISTER NOW! 
www.gloriagemmaSk.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

GLORIA SK 
GEMMAl 
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• Fundraising 
Awards 

• Medals for 
Each Division 

• Special 
Contests 
for Dogs! 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

New York's disparate Jewish neighborhoods 
Crown Heights 

offered opportunities 

TH E EPICENTER OF 
latter-day Jewishness 
that is American Juda
ism is commonly placed 

in the Lower East Side of the 
borough of Manhattan, prosper
ing particularly between 1875 and 

1925. Although 
Jews in small 
numbers have 
sought sanctuary 
on these shores 
since the 17th 
century; 
although 
perhaps 
established 

and 
many, 
most, 
their 

CROSSING DELANCEY, SOUTH ON ESSEX TO HESTER STREET, a short thoroughfare that became one of the important centers 
for the Jewish immigrant community in the Lower East Side a century ago. 

Dr. Stanley first American 
Aronson residence in 

communities far 
removed from Manhattan, no ide
~'azation of the striving immigrant 
Ji::.wcish family is acceptable without 
a generation assigned to dwellings 
near Rivington Street in New 

York's Lower East Side. 
Indeed, these descriptive words 

are capitalized to signify the geo
graphic uniqueness of this iconic 
urban ghetto consisting of some 
300 congested - but by tradition, 
sanctified - city blocks. 

P;ychiatrisl MD 

Very Personalized Psychiatry 

Group or Individual Therapy 
Medication FVheu Necessary 

Email Me: Kahn@Feelings.com 
Listed on http:/ /psychologytoday.com 

182 Butler Ave., Providence, RI 

401-455-0860 

I BROWN 
Continuing Studies 

Fall 2010 
Courses for Adults 

Begin September 2 7 

Foreign Languages I Writing 
Sciences I Humanities 

For a full course listing and on line registration visit: 

www. brown .ed u/ conti nu ingstud ies 

No city planning board assigned 
the Lower East Side to the East
ern European Jews seeking shelter 
in America. They filled the tene
ments, sharing the crowded streets 
with large numbers of Italian and 
Polish immigrants, with adjacent 
streets occupied by large numbers 
of Chinese. Jews had no monop
oly in the housing ghetto south of 
Delancey Street. And it was not 
unusual then to hear segments of 
this district referred to as "Little 
Italy" \'r "Chinatown." 

Large numbers of Jews lived 
on the Lower East Side. But still 
larger numbers dwelt in cen
tral Brooklyn, in a district called 
Brownsville. In contrast to the 
Lower East Side that Jews recall 
with warm and glowing memo
ries, Brownsville is remembered 
as a region of filthy tenements 
spawning little beyond dysentery 
and murder. The Lower East Side 
is "a place that I came from," while 
Brownsville is remembered "as a 
place I hurriedly left." 

The many texts on the Jewish 
experience in the United States 
write about the Lower East Side as 
though it were the inner shrine of 
the Promised Land, the ultimate 
sanctuary promised to the Israel
ites fleeing Egypt. The Lower East 
Side, in truth, was a congested, 
stinking casbah where silence, 
cleanliness and domestic tranquil
ity were literary fantasies rather 
than realities . 

In the northern segment of the 
Lower East Side was Delancey 
Street, which led to the Williams
burg Bridge over the East River 
and beyond, to that Brooklyn dis-

trict called Williamsburg, a large 
residential enclave of Orthodox 
Jewish families . And to the south
east lay a still larger Jewish com
munity called Brownsville, an area 
combining homes, shops and fac
tories for then the largest residen
tial gathering of Jews in the world. 

Brownsville lacked the sophis
tication of the Lower East Side's 

"The Lower East 
Side is 'a p1ace 

that 1 came from,' 
while Brownsvi11e 

is remembered 
'as a place 1 

hurriedly left."' 

Second Avenue theatrical district, 
the headquarters of the Daily For
ward, the many adult education 
facilities or the many writers who 
wrote affectionately of the Lower 
East Side. Brownsville had only 
people. Lots of them. And what 
Brownsville lacked in ethnic cha
risma and municipal panache, 
could be found in an upwardly 
mobile neighborhood to its imme
diate northwest, a district called 
Crown H eights. 

Dreams of upward mobility 
were implanted in the minds of 
most newly arrived Jewish immi
grants, particularly after they 
inspected the realities of the tene
ment enclaves of New York City. 

investing in rhc Library rather than a brmk GIil yield 
better benefits for you while nlso allowing you 

r.o enrich the lives of otl1t.!rs for generations. 

./1 To learn more about a charitable annuity, 
call 401.455 .8003 or visit w,vw.provlib.org. 

wwwjvhri.org 

And for those who found 
Brownsville stifling and poverty
stricken, there was Crown Heights 
beckoning to those who could 
afford apartments with steam heat, 
spacious bedrooms and even first
floor lobbies. 

Each family member from 
Brownsville had his or her reason 
to live in Crown Heights. The 
mother, to shop for food in estab
lished specialty stores rather than 
from itinerant street peddlers; the 
father, to have easier access to the 
IRT subway system; and to the 
17-year- old daughter to have boy
friends visit a home with a sepa
rate living room enriched by rugs, 
window curtains and the absence 
of cots. 

Crown Heights offered boule
vards (Eastern Parkway, designed 
by Frederick Law Olmsted), an 
Athenian-style museum, a central 
plaza with an arch resembling the 
triumphant one in Paris, botani
cal gardens; indeed all the urban 
accoutrements of a noble city. For 
a first-generation Jewish family, to 
live in the Crown Heights region 
was to have arrived. 

Somewhere between the arrival 
of the huddled masses of impov
erished Eastern European Jews 
and their virtually full assimilation 
into the fabric of America were a 
series of midway urban commu
nities, halfway homes, each with 
its own ethos and pathos. In New 
York City, there were the inaugu
ral communities such as the Lower 
East Side, Brownsville, Williams
burg and pockets within south
eastern Bronx. Then, an eager step 
up to lower-middle-class com
munities such as Crown H eights, 
Grand Concourse, Flatbush; and, 
cautiously, upper-middle-class 
communities such as Manhattan's 
West End Avenue. The mobility 
was unidirectional, a great tribute 
to the strivings of the immigrant 
Jews and the permissiveness of 
America. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M .D. is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net. 
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As WE GROW OLDER 

New year's resolutions 
Octogenarian has a 

long list of goals 

ICEL E BRATED anoth er 
birthday last month . Well, 
celebration is a bit of an over
statement. But, it was the day 

on the calendar that is identical to 

-----· the d ate listed on 
my birth certifi-
cate . And we very 
much enjoyed the 
dinner we ate, all 
leftovers from the 
restaurant where 

.. we had dined the 

Terna day before. 
Gouse One landmark, 

and now anothe(; 
as this week, we celebrate the 

coming of a new year. The older we 
get, the more quickly the days and 
years seem to pass. A nd despite 
gray hair, aching bones and mul
tiple wrinkles, there is no denying 
that available time is diminishing. 

But, if you can look forward to 
a new year, you realize that there 
is still time to deal w ith unfinished 
business. Perhaps the "business" 
w ill never be fi nished, but if one 
aspires to deal with unresolved 
issues, that is a worthy goal. 

Some things left to do are per
sonal and others are impersonal, 
but deserving of our efforts. W e 
will quickly pass over the goal of 
losing weight. Pardon the pun, but 
that is a losing effort. 

I must resolve to clean out 
drawers and closets of outdated 

or decrepit clothes, papers and 
assorted chazerai. (You know what 
kinds of things I mean). I regard 
it as essential that I retain my chil
dren's love even after they have 
cleaned out my treasures. 

I must determine 
to make contact 
with sig nificant 
friends and rela-
rives that I have 
neglected for too 
many years. I must 
make a list of the 
doctors who have 
attended me for 
many years and have 
still not relieved 
my ailments; if 
I d iscard some, I 

Rhode Island senior expo 
must promise not to 
replace them. And I 
must concentrate on 
d im inishing the profits I give 
to the pharmaceutical industry. 
M y travel days are over, but the 
brain is still able to pursue interests 
- not as well as when I was just 85 
years old - but still functioning. 

JOHNSTON - Want to learn 
more about what it takes to stay 
in your own home as a senior? 
The RI Chapter of the N ational 
Aging in Place C ouncil is hosting 
a seniors' expo on aging in place 
on Thursday, O ct. 14 from 10 a.m. 
to noon , at the Johnston Senior 
Center, 1291 H artford Ave., John
ston. The organization, a nonprofit 
g roup who serves the local senior 
community, works to provide 

seniors the resources they need to 
age in place. 

"The NAJPC is the only forum 
of its kind for professionals from 
a wide range of senior-oriented 
industries," said Peter Bell, the 
national council 's executive direc
tor, in a prepared statement. 

Pre- registration is required by 
Friday, Oct. 8; and space is limited 
far this free event. Call 658-1005 or 
RIChapterNAIPC@cox.net. 

Some thoughts on aging 

My primary interest is to keep 
reading. I can think of no other 
activity that has given me as much 
pleasure. And books do not bite you 
if you reject them after the first few 
pages. I would like to understand 
more about science and finance. I 
keep watching for the publication 
of Science for OLDE R D um'!![es or 
Finance far OLDER D ummie1. 

"There is nothing more enviable 
than to have an old head and a 
young heart.• 

From Sanders, Citatenlexikon, 
1899, and reprinted in A Treasury of 
Jewish Quotations, edited by Joseph 
L. Baron, published by Jason 
Aronson Inc., 1985. 

"Wine and wisdom improve with 
age." 

From S. Rubin, Sefer HaM iddot, 
1854, and reprinted in A Treasury of 
Jewish Quotations, edited by Joseph 
L. Baron, published by Jason 
Aronson Inc., 1985. 

" .... So yeah, anyway - I'm 34 and 
my mother is desperate for me to get 
married. She thinks settling down 
is what you should be doing at 34. 
How would she like it if I turned 
to her the day she hits 80 and said, 
'Hey, Mum - when are you going to 
break your hip? All your friends are . 
breaking theirs?"' 

From Sue M argolis, Spin Cycle, 
2001, reprinted in The Quotable 
Jewish Woman, Wisdom, Inspiration 
& Humor from the M ind & Heart, 
edited and compiled by Elaine 
Bernstein Partnow, Jewish Lights 
Publishing, 2004. 

"When you reach 40, you can't do 
anything every day." 

Henry "Hank" Aaron 

"The secret of staying young is 
to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie 
about your age." 

Lucille Ball 

''If I were younger, 
more." 

James Barrie 

I'd know 

"To me, old age is always 15 years 
older than I am." 

Bernard M . Baruch 

"Nature gives you the face you 
have at 20; it is up to you to merit 
the face you have at SO." 

C oco C hanel 

"I prefer old age to the alterna
tive." 

M aurice C hevalier 

I have listed vital data for the 
kids to have "when we are gone." 
I resolve to find where I put 
that important piece of paper. 
Now onto the important, but 
impersonal issues. No matter how 
I get categorized, I resolve to retain 
my so-ca!Jed liberal perspectives. I 
resolve to continue supporting the 
needs of those whose misfortune 
does not directly impact on my life. 
I feel a bit helpless about resolving 
Israel's problems, but every form 
of support, political, ~nancial, etc. 
will always be high on my priority 
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EVERYDAY LIFE FOR 
PEOPLE OVER 65. 

We help people 65+ maintain 
their independence. We 

combine senior assistance and 
everyday concierge consulting. 

Call 401.331.2849 
or visit Jennaline.com. 

.--,,.... 
JennaL1ne·· 

YOUR ANSWE R TO ALL LIFE 'S LITTLE SITUATIONS . 
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list. 
O lder citizens often feel that 

their words (and wisdom) are tol
erated but ignored. It must be so 

and RIGHT all the time. I am 
going to use my greatest restraint 
to stop telling people how tired I 
am. If they are of my vintage, then 
they experience the same exhaus-

tion for the 
s a m e 

"l resolve that by 
next year l wi11 have 

made peace with 
the computer." 

i ncompre
hen s ibl e 
reasons.And 
I should be 
more dis
creet in my 
social plan-

because I was certainly casual 
about the d irections of my parents. 

But one of the joys I have dis
covered is that SOMETIME S 
you have grandchildren who listen 
better than their parents did. O h , 
they will ignore your opinions on 
clothing and jewelry and music, 
but there is no greater joy than 
realizing that a g randchild has 
absorbed and even implemented 
some word of wisdom you gave. So, 
even though they often look bored 
when you are pontificating, hang 
in there. Some of it will stick. That 
is high on this year's resolution. 

Also on this year's must-do list is 
to try to be less judgmental. 

Everyone else cannot be wise 

ning which 
means I 

should primarily plan my social 
life around the day I go to the 
beauty parlor (or no more than two 
days later). 

One of the changes that occurs 
w ith aging is the assumption that 
being elderly entitles you to say 
whatever you want - no matter 
whether it is offensive to others or 
not. Ifl have done this, I resolve to 
be more sensitive to others. 

Well, these are my intentions. 
O ut of consideration to my senior
ity, I ask that you not save these 
words for next year; testing how 
many (or few) resolutions I have 
kept . 

A nd there's one more cha!Jenge 
for the upcoming year. I resolve 
that by next year I w ill have made 
peace with the computer and will 
actua!Jy succeed in using it without 
resorting to fou r-letter words! 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker. Contact her at nbgtpg@cox. 
net. 

The Center for 
Vascular Diseases 

Sophisticated care in a caring way 
Board-certified, FellowshiP.-trained 

Working with your physicians, in your town 

• Arterial and venous testing 
Diabetic circulatory problems 
Stroke prevention 
Aortic aneurysms 
Minimally- invasive endovascular techniques 

Prima CARE , P.c. 

Ibrahim G. Eid, MD, FACS 
Martin A. Fogle, MD, FACS 
David A. Bigatel, MD, FACS 
Jennifer C. Lussier, PA-C 

Fall River 
Newport 
Providence 

508-673-4329 
401-849-3791 

-



I --

1 

PAGE 22 Jewish Voice &_,Herald September 17, 2010 BUSINESS 

1he JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 
RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAufWEDDINGS 

PIN ES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401 ) 397-3361 ext.6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 
in a professional DVD from 

R. I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

¥ Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ~----.1 

::::~~~ BULLION&GOLDJEWELRY 
• STAMPS 
•GOLDJEWElRY& WATCHES BEST 

~ ,'.t!1 •ANTIQUES,STERUNGSILVER 

/ijjj7 •COINS&BARS PRICES 

NOW AVAILABLE 
EagleSifverDollars, 
GoldCoin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proo!Set,,Coin& 
Stamp Albums • US AND FOREIGN 

• PCGS-NGCaut:horized 

PODIIAT COIN OCIIINGl INt 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 

Serving banks, attorneys, estates 
and lhe public for over 40 years. 

401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~;o!~.~~t~1:i:~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWAL~ ~ 

0 f ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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~~ 

~ 

Boarding, uwm!.T raining, ~~ 

~ulfaduulli 
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56 Pvoptoad Rd, ~tuato R.I. 02857 
(Bl 401·764-0218 !Cl 401-536-2254 
pinoviowlanninc@gmail.l'Om 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1 JOO 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 



BUSINESS 
Israel agrees to 

U.S.-Saudi arms deal 
JERUSALEM CTTA) - Israel has 
privately signed off on a proposed 
arms deal between the United 
States and Saudi Arabia, a Wash
ington columnist reported. 

At $60 billion, the deal is the 
most expensive arms deal ever. It 
will be spread out over five to _ 10 
years. 

Syndicated columnist Douglas 
Bloomfield reported Tuesday that 
Israel has privately blessed the sale, 
citing U.S. congressional, Israeli 
and lobby sources. 

Israeli defense firms could make 
tens of millions of dollars on the 
Saudi arms sale by manufactur
ing certain key components of the 
Saudi F-15s, Bloomfield reported. 

Jewish Funders Network 
chief to step down 

NEW YORK CTTA)-The presi
dent of the Jewish Funders Net
work CTFN) will step down at the 
end of 2010, according to a letter 
sent by the organization's chair
man to members. 

Mark Charendoff has led JFN, 
an organization for those who give 
$25,000 or more per year to Jewish 
charities, for nine years. 

The JFN's vice chair, Steve Ger
inger, will lead a search committee 
to find Charendoff's replacement. 

The announcement came the day 
after Charendoff wrote an op-ed 
in The New York Jewish Week 
saying that he felt no CEO of a 
Jewish organization should stay in 
office for longer than 10 years. 

Threatening envelope 
received at U.S. embassy 

JERUSALEM GT A) - An enve
lope containing white powder and 

JTA NEWS BRIEFS 
a letter making threats against 
Israel was sent to the U.S. embassy 
in Tel Aviv. 

Similar letters, which also 
reportedly decried Israel's policy in 
the West Bank, also were received 
at Sweden's and Spain's embassies 
in the same city. 

Israeli police have not yet dis
closed what the substance was in 
the envelope. Some powder spilled 
on the hand of a U.S. Embassy 
worker, who did not have any 
adverse reaction, Ynet reported. 

Lieberman to address U.N. 
JERUSALEM CTTA) - Avigdor 
Lieberman will become the first 
Israeli foreign minister to address 
the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

Lieberman will travel to New 
York at the end of the month to 
address the international body, 
according to Israel Hayom. 
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Lieberman reportedly canceled 
a scheduled trip to Washington, 
including a meeting with Vice 
President Joe Biden, in order to 
meet Wednesday with U.S. Sec
retary of State Hillary Clinton in 
Jerusalem. 

Lieberman last week said pub
licly that peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians will not be 
achieved in the next year, the 
timetable for the negotiations, or 
in the next generation. 

Christian aid group helps 
Israeli families 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - An 
organization supported by 
Christians throughout the 
world donated more than $1 
million in food packages to aid 
20,000 Israeli families during 
Jewish and Muslim holidays. 

The International Fellowship 

of Christians and Jews (IFCJ) 
distributed the food packages 
through its Israel counterpart, 
Hakeren Leyedidut, and three 
other organizations to help Jewish 
families to celebrate Rosh Hasha
nah and Muslim families to hold 
break fasts during Ramadan. 

More than $200,000 of the 
funds were earmarked for 58 of 
Israel 's Arab community councils, 
assisting 2,400 Muslim families . 

"Our contribution reminds these 
families that there are people not 
only thinking of them but furnish
ing real aid," said Rabbi Yechiel 
Eckstein, founder and president of 
IFCJ and Hakeren Leyedidut. 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 

~@MEDINA 
Painting & Remodeling co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & ExTERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 

Fully Insured 
Licensed 118269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
{?{I1]~ Estimates with 

QJ~. 
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Paul Abreu • Licensed & Insured 
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MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll Free 800-725-3037 
588 Pawtucket· Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 02860 

(401) lll-2400 • FAX: (401 ) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenue. Attleboro. MA 02703 
(508) 211-4450 • FAX: (508) 116-6465 

6 Blackitone Valley Place. Suite 530, Lincoln, RI 02865 
(401 ) JJ4-J700 • FAX:(401 ) JJ4-J414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email; Sp!nos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled .•. Designer eyewear •.. Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $28 PER ISSUE, YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 
401-421-4111, ext 160 

tstea rly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS ' WATER HEATERS ' SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed· Serviced· Repaired 

401·265-9752 • 401-233-4882 

SALON SERVICES 
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Paula Miller 
Back to Providence 

Call Today to Schedule a Color or Highlight and Receive a 

"Complimentary Haircut" 
25 Years of Excellence in Fab11l011s Color, C111s. Highfights & £rtreme Make:Oi•ers 

Not to be combined with other promotions 

•maximize: convenience:, efficiency 
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NEGOTIATIONS continue; Ahmadinejad to address the U.N. 
From Page 1 

be a shift on extending the partial 
settlement freeze he imposed 10 
months ago. Abbas has threatened 
to quit the talks if the freeze is not 
extended past its Sept. 26 deadline, 
and last Friday President Obama 
said he also wanted it extended. 

The Israeli leader, who until this 
week had refused an extension, sug
gested to his Cabinet on Sunday 
that there may be room for compro
mise. 

"Between zero and one there 
are a lot of possibilities," Haaretz 
quoted Netanyahu as saying. 

Key to Netanyahu's calculations 
is the improved relationship he has 
with Obama, a critical element in 
selling concessions to the Israeli 
public. At a news conference last 
Friday, Obama praised Netanyahu's 
freeze. 

"The irony is that when Prime 
Minister Netanyahu put the mora
torium in place, the Palestinians 
were very skeptical," Obama said. 
"They said this doesn't do anything. 
And it turns out, to Prime Min
ister Netanyahu's and the Israeli 
govern~ent's credit, the settlement 
moratorium has actually been sig
nificant. It has significantly reduced 
settlement construction in the 
region. And that 's why now the Pal-

estinians say, you know what, even 
though we weren't that keen on 
it at first or we thought it was just 
·window dressing, it turns out that 
this is important to us." 

"The Conference of 
Presidents of Major 

American Jewish 
Organizations is 
urging nations 

to wa1k out when 
Ahmadintjad 

speaks." 

Another calculus for the Netan
yahu government in its wait-and-see 
plan is the Obama administration's 
success in drumming up Iran sanc
tions. Most recently, Japan and 
South Korea expanded sanctions 
over China's objections, joining the 
European Union, the United States, 
Canada, Australia and Norway in 
targeting the Islamic Republic's 
energy and banking sectors. 

Even Russia is reported to have 
effectively "forgotten" to deliver its 
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rights to mani
fest their rejection 
and disapproval of 
President Ahma
dinejad 's incite
ment, bigotry, and 
H olocaust denial 
by walking out 
of the General 
A ssembly during 
his speech," the 
organization said 
in a statement. 

Local Jewish 

MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD 

groups are plan
ning sustained 
activism on Iran, 
said Josh Protas, 
the Washington 

promised S-300 air defense system 
to Iran, which would considerably 
boost Iran's ability to repel a strike 
against its nuclear arms centers 
should they become active. 

U.S. and Israeli intelligence agen
cies agree that Iran is feeling the 
squeeze, Israeli officials have said, 
leading Israel to defer to the Obama 
administration - for now. 

"W e've seen that the sanctions 
have taken a bite," Michael Oren, 
Israel's U.S. ambassador, told JTA. 
"But they have not yet in any way 
stopped enriching uranium or 
pressing on with their nuclear pro
gram. So that's going to be the true 
test. Six or nine months down the 
road, we're going to have to reas
sess and see where the sanctions are 
going," 

Ahmadinejad's planned appear
ance at the General Assembly next 
wee!.< usually would spur the major 
Jewish organizations to organize 
a major protest rally to underscore 
his isolation. But with the Sukkot 
holiday coinciding with this year's 
General A ssembly, the protest has 
been scaled down to a Central Park 
rally organized by StandWithUs, a 
student-driven pro-Israel group. 

The Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organiza
tions is urging nations to walk out 
when Ahmadinejad speaks. 

~We call upon all member states 
that uphold democracy and human 

director of the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs, 
the umbrella body for Jewish com
munity relations councils OCRCs). 

JCRCs are asking members to 
press lawmakers to keep Iran on the 
agenda, on the federal level and state 
level, where divestment initiatives 
are flourishing, Protas said. 

uThere's a recognition that the 
sanctions don't end the situation," 
he said . 

The collective decision by Israel 
and Jewish groups to lay low on the 
dueling reports on the flotilla raid 
is seen as a test of U.N. Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon, who has 

Wound care· 
IV therapy and hydrat ion • 
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WORLD 
tried to moderate the U.N. probes 
of the raid. 

Israel was condemned harshly 
after its commandos killed nine 
Turks when violence broke out on 
one of the ships during Israel's oper
ation to stop the flotilla from break
ing the maritime blockade of the 
Gaza Strip. Israel's defenders say the 
commandos came under attack and 
were defending themselves; critics 
say Israel used excessive force. 

Pro-Israel officials expect the 
investigation of the incident by the 
U.N. Human Rights Council to 
be biased; the council condemns 
Israel more than any other nation. 
The other investigatory commis
sion, however, which Ban appointed 
and is headed by G eoffrey Palmer, a 
former New Zealand prime minis
ter, is seen as fair. Netanyahu coop
erated with that commission. 

The question, said Daniel Mari
aschin, the executive vice president 
of B'nai B'rith International, is 
whether Ban will be able to maneu
ver his commission's report into 
being the one adopted and advanced 
by other U.N. bodies, including 
the General Assembly, rather than 
the U.N . Human Rights Council 
report. 

"This is a test for the U.N. 
and for Ban's leadership," Mari
aschin said. 'Will it be fair?" 

FROM LEFT, SUSAN HORWITZ, 
Arlynn Siegel , Roberta Jacobs, 
Amy Glaser, Lee Aronson and 
Jack Siegel at CAARl 's Sept. 1 

BOSTON - At a New Eng
land informational meeting at a 
Boston area synagogue on Sept. 
1, Susan Horwitz, the program 
director for the Jewish National 
Fund's Canadian Ameri
ca n A c tive Retirees in Israel 
(CAARI) program spoke about 
CAARI. The program offers 
active seniors the opportunity to 
travel and volunteer in ·Israel. 

For information on upcoming 
trips in 2011, visit www. 
caarivo/unteers.com or contact 
D eborah Budd at dbudd@jnf org 
or 617-423-0999. 



OBITUARIES 
Gertrude Chase, 92 

ELSEWHERE Gertrude 
"Gussie" Chase, of Boca Raton, 
Fla., died on Sept. 10, after a brief 
illness. 

The daughter of the late Debo
rah (Barezofsky) and Harry Wein
berg, she was the wife of the late 
Isadore "Babe" Irving Chase and 
the sister of the late Ida Fish, Hy 
Weinberg, Mark Weinberg, and 
Paul Weinberg. She was the 
mother of Marvin Chase and his 
wife Gail, and Robin Chase and 
her husband Robert E. Israel; and 
the grandmother of Aimee Cal
lison Chase and Jeremy Chase 
Israel. 

Donations may be made to your 
favorite charity. 

Bernard Feld, 87 
WARWICK - Bernard "Ben" Feld, 

' of 23 Leslie Road, died on Sept. 
10, at West Shore Health Center. 
He was the husband of Charlotte 
( Goldman) Feld for 62 years. Born 
in New Bedford, Mass., a son of 
the late Jack and Rebecca (Liss) 
Feld, he had lived in Warwick 
since 1954. He was the owner of 
Randall's Shoes in Providence and 
Sherry's Shoes in Newport for 41 
years, retiring 21 years ago. 

He was a World War II Army 
Air Corps veteran serv

~ ing stateside as a flight 
~ officer and bombardier 

on a B-17. He was a 
founding member of Temple Am 
David, and a member of Touro 
Fraternal Association, the Knights 
of Pythias, Masons Redwood 
Lodge C3S AF & AM and the 
former Roosevelt Lodge where he 
was the "Man of the Year" in 1981 
and served as its secretary for 18 
years. He also volunteered with 
Meals on Wheels. 

He was the father of Dr. Ran
dall Feld and his wife Nancy, of 
Lexington, Mass.; and Dr. Sheva 
Feld and her husband Tom Sher, 
of Greenbrae, Calif. He was the 
brother of the late Harry, Abra
ham "l'I" and Isadore "Izzy" Feld; 
and the grandfather of Adam, 
Amanda and Shoshana. 

Contributions may be made to 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick, RI 02888 or your 
favorite charity. 

Regina Formal 
VENTNOR, N.J. - Regina Formal 
died on Sept. 4. Born in 1926 in 
Pilica, Poland, she was the daugh
ter of Leibush and Feigalah Stein
feld. She and her late husband 
Max were both Holocaust survi
vors. She survived Birkenwald and 
Greenberg concentration camps; 
she was part of the historic 
Nazi death march from January 
through May 1945. It is estimated 
that about 4,000 people began 
this horrific march in Germany and 
only about 120 survived. 

She and her husband co
founded Max Formal Co. in 
1953. After retiring, she made 
her home in Hallandale, Fla., and 
Ventnor, N.J. She is survived by 
her son Paul and his wife, Debra 
Formal, and her daughter Helena 
and her husband, Norman Lehrer; 
her grandchildren Stacey and 
Maxie Formal, Dr. Michael, Dr. 
Jenifer, and Joshua Lehrer; and 
great-grandchildren Benjamin and 
Talia Lehrer. 

She was a proud life member of 
Hadassah. Contributions may be 
made to Hadassah. 

Harold Israel, 94 
SMITHFIELD - Harold N. Israel, 
of Smithfield, formerly of Cran
ston, died on Sept. 2, following 
a long illness. He served in the 
Army during World War II and 

-

was stationed in China, 
' Burma, and India. Fol

lowing the war, he was 
a member of the 325th 

Military Government Company of 
the U.S. Army Reserves where he 
attained the rank of major. 

He was the husband of the 
late Eleanor (Schecter) Israel ; 
the brother of the late Lillian Sirkis 
and Rosalind Rice Waldman; and 
the father of Sharon T uretsky 
and her husband Alan, Marcia 
MacIntyre and her husband Doug
las, and Robert E. and his wife 
Robin Chase. He was the grandfa
ther of Adam and Dayna Turetsky, 

Elinor and Lindsay MacIntyre and 
Jeremy Chase Israel. 

Donations may be made to the 
Phillip Hulitar Inpatient Center, 
1085 North Main St., Providence, 
RI 02904. 

Richard Lubin, 83 
WARWICK - Richard Lubin, of 
Juno Beach, Fla. and Warwick, 
died on Sept. 12, at Kent County 
Hospital. He was the husband of 
the late Norma Marilyn (Deitsch) 
Lubin. 

Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Michael and Goldie (Mandell) 
Lubin, he had summered in War
wick and wintered in Juno Beach. 
He was the owner of the former 
L & M Cars in Warwick for more 
than 30 years, retiring 18 years 
ago. He was a World War II Navy 
,_ veteran serving state-
=-- side. He was a member 

of Metacomet Country 
Club, and a former member of 
Temple Sinai. 

He was the father of Robert 
Lubin of Ft. Lauderdale, and Zip
porah Sandler and her husband 
Alan of Port St. Lucie, Fla.; and the 
brother of the late Esther Miller. 
He was the grandfather of Benja
min, and the longtime companion 
of Frances Agronick of Warwick. 

Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

Roberta Botvin Morris, 68 
DURHAM, N.C. - Roberta B. 
Morris died on Sept. 12 at the Hock 
~-----, Family Pavilion 

of Duke Hospice, 
in Durham, N.C. 

Born and 
raised in Provi
dence, she 
received her BA 
in English from 
Tufts University 

and her MAT in Education and 
English from Rhode Island Col
lege. She lived in Manhattan, 
Rhode Island, rural Massachu
setts, lower Westchester and sub
urban New Jersey before moving 
to Chapel Hill, N.C. 

During the course of her career, 
she taught English, owned a small 
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ad agency, created and managed 
Web sites, and engaged in social 
activism, but was at heart a free
lance journalist and copywriter. 
Before she became ill , she was a 
fundraiser for the Jewish Heritage 
Foundation of North Carolina. 

When she was no longer able 
to work outside her home, she 
became the content manager of 
CollectiveX, a Web platform for 
online collaboration and team
building, and volunteered as a 
member of the Obama campaign's 
Rapid Response Team. 

She was an avid gardener 
and enjoyed boating and music. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Dr. Morris Botvin and 
Eleanor Rose Fishman Botvin, her 
brother-in-law Dr. Barry Margolin, 
of Chapel Hill, and her cat, Wink. 

She leaves her sister Connie 
Margolin, of Chapel Hill, N.C.; her 
niece Lauren Margolin, of Mac
ungie, Penn.; her cousin Leonard 
Sydney, of New York City; many 
cousins in Rhode Island, and 
friends and neighbors. 

The family wishes to thank 
Nancy Walker and other neigh
bors at Colony Lake in Chapel Hill, 
N.C. ; Reuben Press of Durham, 
N.C. ; members of Beth El Congre
gation and the wonderful staff of 
Duke Hospice for their kindness 
and assistance during her illness. 

Contributions may be sent to 
the ICF Small Items Fund, Duke 
Homecare and Hospice, 4321 
Medical Park Drive, Durham NC, 
27704; the UNC Lineberger Com- . 
prehensive Cancer Center, CB 
#7295, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-
7295; or Beth El Congregation, 
1004 Watts St., Durham, NC 
27701. Online condolences may 
be sent to www.howertonbryan. 
com; select obituaries. 

Annette Rosenstock, 92 
ALBANY, N.Y. Annette 
Rosenstock, of Albany, N.Y., died 
on Sept.6 ,atthe Hospice Inn at St. 
Peter's Hospital in Albany. Born 

July 5, 1918, she was the widow of 
Irving; the mother of Barry (who 
predeceased her), Carl (Marline) 
and Meri (William) Kaufman. She 
left seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

She was a life member of 
Hadassah and R.P.E.A. and an 
honorary life member of N.F.T.Y. 
and was awarded recognition of 
many years of chaperoning and 
kitchen duty. She served on the 
boards of Congregation Beth 
Emeth, Hadassah, and the Sis
terhood of Congregation Beth 
Emeth. A graduate of Milne High 
School and Albany Business Col
lege, she was an avid reader and 
loved to travel. 

The portrait of her father, Louis 
Werthman, that her brother, 
Harry Werthman, painted hangs 
now in the Albany Institute of His
tory and Art. It is also in the center 
of their cookbook. 

Services will be held at the 
Mendleson Chapel on the grounds 
of the Beth Emeth Cemetery in 
Loudonville, N.Y. on Sunday, Sept. 
26, atl p.m. 

Contributions may be made 
to the South County Hebrew 
School, P.O. Box 3299, Narra
gansett, RI 02882. For directions 
or to sign the online family guest 
book, please visit www.levineme
morialchapel.com. 

Norma Weisman, 88 
BOCA RATON, Fla. - Norma 

(Teller) Weisman, died Aug. 28. 
Before moving to Boca Raton, she 
was a resident of Cranston. She 
was the wife of the late Maurice 
Weisman. They had been married 
for 59 years. 

She was a life member of 
Hadassah and Ledgemont Coun
try Club. 

She leaves a son, Leslie Weis
man, and his wife Elaine of Provi
dence. She was the sister of the 
late Mrs. Barbara Gornstein. 
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to the community oflsrael." Mann 
is the chair of the Jewish People
hood sub-committee of the CDC, 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRI) committee respon
sible for allocation of funding from 
the Annual Community Cam
paign and other sources. 

When the CDC received 
requests from the Jewish Agency 
for Israel OAFI) and the Jewish 
Federations of North America 
OFNA) to assist with the rescue 
ofJews from Yemen and I ran, the 
decision to help was unanimous. 
To preserve the safety and secu
rity of the families, names, specific 
details and photos had to be with
held. What follows is the story of 
one family rescued from Iran with 
the direct financial support of 
the Jewish community of greater 
Rhode Island. 

Benjamin Aron (not his real 
name) mad~ aliyah to Israel from 
Iran in 2008. The only son of a 
Persian Jewish family, he went to 
Israel because he felt he belonged 
there and hoped to pave the way 
for his mother and grandmother 
to join him. H e believed, as they 
did, that they would be safe in 
their community in Iran while he 
worked to get himself established 
in Israel. H e joined the IDF, and 
was excited at the prospect of 
becoming a "real Israeli ." 

By the summer of 2009, however, 
it had become increasingly clear 
that his mother and grandmother 

From Page 1 

at the Jewish federation system's 
annual General Assembly in Nash
ville. 

These days, however, Pearl finds 
himself in the middle of contro
versy. 

At a news conference on the 
second day of Rosh Hashanah, 
a teary Pearl acknowledged that 
he had lied to NCAA investiga
tors looking into alleged recruiting 
violations. Since then he has been 
skewered by the media. 

But the Jewish charities he has 
helped are standing by their man. 

"We are supportive of him," Jed 
Margolis, · the executive director 
of M accabi USA, told JTA in an 
interview. "People make mistakes, 
and he has owned up and taken 
responsibility for them, and I feel 
very comfortable." 

Pearl has become one ofMaccabi 
USA's most prominent faces along 
with former Olympians Lenny 
Krayzelberg, Mark Spitz and Kerry 
Strug. 

"His impact on the games was 
very positive, and not just because 
of the medal he won," Margolis 
said. "He was a good role model 
and teacher, and had a wonderful 
experience in Israel. H e was a real 
shining light for us." 

The organization's president, Ron 
Carner, also sent an open letter to 
the embattled coach offering his 
support. 

LEAVING Iran was not so simple 
and grandmother out of Iran very 
quickly and safely settled in Israel. 
A second family with four children 
was also relocated. 

"Our life in lran 
was hard. Nobody 

knew that we 
were Jews." 

lem, and he spends time with 
them whenever his army schedule 
allows. 

And they are so grateful. 

YEMENITE JEWS 

The families are doing well in 
Israel. Their integration has not 
been easy, by any means, but they 
are safe and they are together. Ben
jamin's mother and grandmother 
live in an apartment in Jerusa-

Through JAFI, Benjamin has 
conveyed his gratitude to us: "My 
fam ily and I want to thank you for 
your help, which made it possible 
for us to come on aliyah to Israel. 
We could not have done this with
out help. We left behind in Iran 
all of our property and money. 
Because of the help from the Jews 
in Rhode Island, finally, we can 
now live as Jews and not be fright
ened to tell people we are Jews. It is 
good for us to be close as a family! 
Todah Rabbah!" 

were at greater and greater risk and 
their safety was threatened. Even 
before Benjamin left for Israel, the 
fa mily felt the necessity to protect 
their identity as Jews. As Benjamin 
describes it, "Our life in I ran was 
hard, and we were afraid to say 
that we were Jewish in the build
ing that we lived in. Nobody knew 
that we were Jews. We celebrated 
all the holidays quietly so that 
nobody would hear us celebrating 
Jewish holidays." 

In Iran, as in so many other 
countries, anti-Semitic and anti
Israel feeling and action was inten
sifying. Benjamin's mother and 
grandmother saw the writing on 
the wall, literally and figuratively. 
But leaving Iran is not so simple. 
Iranian Jews seeking to emigrate 
are forced to do so secretively, and 
most require assistance of some 

kind, in part because Ira nian law 
makes it illegal to take any prop
erty or assets. Typically, Jews 
attempting to leave Iran don't dare 
take assets for fear of alerting gov
ernment officials. Thus, families 
like Benjamin's need to turn to 
others for help. That's when JAFI 
and our Jewish community entered 
the picture. 

Danielle Mor, a vice president 
at JAFI, turned to Rhode Island 
for help to get Benjamin's fam ily 
to Israel. As it turned out, mem
bers of our community had already 
met Benjamin during a Federation 
mission to Israel. Through Annual 
Community Campaign funding, 
and the flexibility of an alloca
tions process that allows for quick 
and directed response, the Jews 
of greater Rhode Island made it 
possible to get Benjamin's mother 

Claire R oche is the senior planning 
associate at ]FRI and director of oper
ations at BJE. 

SAUDI ARABJA 

•A.I Mukalla 
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REPENTANCE on basketball coach's roster 
"In the past few days I have been 

contacted by many of our board 
members and executive committee 
as well as our athletes - all unani
mously agree that I should write in 
an official capacity to reassure you 
that the entire M accabi USA family 
is behind you during this trying 
time," Carner wrote. 

Pearl is slated to speak Sunday to 
M accabi USA funders in Green
wich, Conn., the day after Yorn 
Kippur, and again riext month in 
Florida. 

M argolis insisted that Maccabi 
USA never considered dropping the 
coach. 

Pearl has become known in Ten
nessee for his philanthropy, where 
he serves as a spokesman for the 
United Way. In addition to his 
speech at the General Assembly, he 
regularly speaks to groups associ
ated with the Jewish Federation of 
Knoxville and is an avid supporter 
of Hillel at the University of Ten
nessee, which has about 500 Jewish 
students, according to the local 
federation's executive director, Jeff 
Gubitz. 

The coach regularly lends out his 
office to Hillel, which does not have 
an official campus space, for Torah 
study. And Pearl , who belongs to 
the Conservative synagogue Heska 
Amuna, where he attended services 
the first day of Rosh Hashanah, 
regularly donates memorabilia for 
local charities, according to Gubitz. 

BRUCE PEARL VISITS a patient at the Schneider Medical Center of Israel in Petach Tikvah as part of a 
Maccabi USA program in July 2009. 

Pearl's actual infractions 
might seem minor to the casual 
observer: According to reports, 
he made excessive phone calls to 
recruits and used unauthorized 
phones to do so, and then lied 
about the infractions. But his crit
ics say that Pearl doesn't have much 
room for error - 20 years ago, as 
an assistant coach for Iowa State, 
he famously was the whistleblower 
who outed another assistant coach 
at the University of Illinois for 
trying to secure a recruit by offering 

wwwjvhri.org 

him an SUV and cash. 
In the cutthroat world of major 

college basketball recruiting, Pearl 
broke a serious taboo. Once he 
was busted for lying about his own 
infractions, his peers and the press 
pounced, sparking scores of articles 
lambasting him and calling for his 
ouster. The University of Tennessee 
has not fired the coach, but it has 
docked him Sl.5 million in pay over 
the next five years and has barred 
him from off-campus recruiting for 
the next year. 

Nevertheless, Pearl continues to 
enjoy the support of Jewish organi
zations, including the Jewish fed
eration in Knoxville. 

"I think that Brnce is a posi
tive individual and has come out 
on top from some other situations, 
and I am sure he ,vill in this situ
ation," Gubitz said. "I know he has 
an incredible amount of remorse 
there. But Bruce is one of those 
people who I'm sure is harder on 
himself for tripping over some rules 
or guidelines than anyone else." 



SIMCHAS/WE ARE READ 

AVA ROSE LOPES 

Birth 
AVA ROSE LOPES, the daughter of Kelly and Farron Lopes, and the 
little sister of Victoria Lopes, was born on Sept. 8. 
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Engagement 
DR. AND MRS. STEWART 
Rosenfeld of Warwick 
announce the engagement 
of their daughter Kate 
to Jamie Shenk, the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Shenk of 
North Potomac, Md. 

The bride-to-be is a 2006 
graduate of Muhlenberg 
College and received a master's 
degree in environmental policy 
from Bard College in 2008. 
She is a government relations 
consultant in Washington, D.C. 

The prospective groom 
is a 2007 graduate of the 
University of Michigan and is 
completing a master's degree 
in mechanical engineering at 
Johns Hopkins University. He is 
a mechanical engineer working 
for the U.S. Navy. 

A July 2011 wedding is 
_____ planned in Providence. Kelly works at the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island - and we 

can't wait for her to come back to work , but only when she 's 
ready! 

JAMIE SHENK AND KATE ROSENFELD 

AMY DEBLASIO and MAYBETH LICHAA 

CINDY HALPERN 

IS IT PROVIDENCE ... 
OR PHILADELPHIA? 
SUSAN LEACH DEBLASIO'S 
home was the site of an episode 
of " Burden of Proof" with Dana 
Delaney. Due to air on ABC, 
the show is about a medical 
examiner in Philadelphia, 
though the series will be filmed 
in Rhode Island. 

Apparently, the show's 
advance people determined 
that DeBlasio's house offered 
the perfect venue for a murder 

'-· in a pool! 
Maybeth Lichaa and Amy 

DeBlasio, Susan's daughter, 
took The Voice & Herald to the 
house in Providence where they 
filmed an episode of "Burden of 
Proof." 

SAN DIEGO ZOO 
.11>'·:;",Jl.,ii;Jt FORMER LONG-TIME Rhode Island 

resident Cindy Halpern took The 
Voice & Herald with her to the San 
Diego Zoo on Sept. 1. 

She was visiting California with 
her boyfriend, Ted Crandell, who 
still continues to do business in 
Rhode Island. 

Halpern and Crandell reside in 
Centerpoint, New York . 

wwwjvhri.org 

MARILYN BAKER 

HOOD RIVER, OREGON 
MARILYN BAKER, of Warwick, was at Rasmussen Farm at Hood 
River, Oregon, on Aug. 3. She was there, with her copy of The 
Voice & Herald, as a part of a field trip offered with an Elderhostel 
(now called Road Scholar) program called "Portland's Culture and 
Northwest Cuisine." 

What's your take on travel? ™AT A RE YOU R 
ews on travel? 

While we may not 
know why all these individu
als are quote-worthy, we at 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald happen to 
like the viewpoints expressed 
here. 

Benjamin D israeli said, "Like 
all great travelers, I have seen 
more than I remember, and 
remember more than I have 

seen. 
"The journey is my home," 

wrote Muriel Rukeyser. 
And Freya Stark said, "To 

awaken alone in a strange town 
is one of the pleasantest sensa
tions in the world." 

"Our happiest moments as 
tourists always seem to come 
when we stumble upon one thing 
while in pursuit of something 
else," said Lawrence Block. 
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help secure a Jewish family's 

nutritional well-being? 

help ensure our elderly Jewish 

neighbors are not forgotten? 

help an oppressed family 

discover their Jewish heritage? 

If you could, would you help impact the lives of Jews 

here in Rhode Island, in Israel and around the world? 

Your donation to the 2011 Annual 

Community Campaign will 

support more than 300 programs 

and services that better Jewish 

life for children, teens, adults and 

seniors here in Rhode Island, in 

Israel and around the world. 

Here's your opportunity. 

Making your gift through the programs that are monitored to 

Jewish Federation of Rhode ensure results. No single gift can 

Island's Annual Community touch more Jewish lives, in 

Campaign provides the greatest more meaningful ways, than your 

impact for your dollar. Your gift to the Jewish Federation's 2011 

money will go where it's most Annual Community Campaign. 

needed and be delivered through 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. DONATE TODAY. TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JFRI.ORG. 

wwwjvhri.org 


