
Friena us on Facebook: 
Tell us what you think about this issue! 

26 Av 5770 Vol. XII - Issue XV WWW.JVHRI.ORG Au ust 6, 2010 

ADL 
-downgrades 

swastika 
Anti-Semitic 

incidents continue 
to be monitored 

BY ADAM DICKTEH 

NEW YORK (New York Jewish 
Week) - The painting of a swastika 
- the dark, ubiquitous signature of 
hateful vandals everywhere - will 
no longer be automatically consid
ered an act of anti-Semitism under 
new guidelines for recording attacks 
against Jews, said the Anti-Defama
tion League (ADL). 

The most prominent Jewish 
defense agency in the country, per
haps the world, announced July 27 
that it has revamped its guidelines 
for recording anti-Semitic incidents 
in its annual survey for the first time 
in 30 years, taking a more conserva
tive approach. 

"We know that the swastika has, 
for some, lost its meaning as the pri

mary symbol of Nazism 
and instead become 
a more generalized 
symbol of hate," said 
Abraham Foxman, 

the ADI.:s national 
director, in a statement. ''So we are 
being more careful to include graf
fiti incidents that specifically target 
Jews or Jewish institutions as we 
continue the process of re-evaluating 
and redefining how we measure anti
Jewish incidents." 

DATA COLLECTION IN REAL TIME 

Another major change in the 
survey is that data are being collected 
in real time throughout the year 
rather than compiled at year's end 
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MICHAEL PIMENTAL visits with Ethopian olim (new immigrants) at the Beit Alfa Absorption Center. 

Whirlwind mission to Israel is stunning 
Wrapping up a 

three-week trip in 
five short days.' 

BY BRADLEY L AYE 

blaye@JFRl.org 

' • E ARE going 
to do a three
week mission 
to I s r ae l. . 

in five days," said Susan Leach 

D eBlasio, Women's Alliance 
campaign chair and a board 
member of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island QFRI). On 
July 18, 10 participants in JFRI's 
Chazon Mission embarked on 
just such a challenge. 

Upon landing at Ben-Gurion 
Airport, the g roup set off to Inde
pendence Hall, the house where 
David Ben- Gurion declared the 
State of Israel on M ay 14, 1948 
against the wishes of many for-

eign governments and against 
nearly insurmountable odds. 

"These people were crazy ... 
crazy to start a city like Tel-Aviv 
on top of sand dunes in 1909, 
crazy to declare the state Israel 
against seven Arab armies ready 
to invade, crazy to think they 
could make the desert bloom and 
flourish," said Jane Stein, the Mis
sion's trainer from Jewish Federa
tions of North America. "It takes 
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Clinton-Mezvinsky wedding 

/Genevieve de M anio 

VERYONE KNOWS 
that C helsea is married 
to a "nice Jewish boy," 

but not everyone knows that 1he 
Jewish Voice & Herald is now on 
Facebook! 

Friend us on Facebook and 
post your thoughts or predictions 
on the wall: Will Chelsea convert 
to Judaism? Raise their future 
children, if any, in the Jewish tra
ditions? Will M arc practice his 
faith? 

Visit our W eb site at www. 
jvhri.org for more about the 
C linton-M ezvinsky wedding 
and the questions it raises about 
interfaith marriages. 

MARC M EZVINSKY and 
CHELSEA CLINTON follow ing 
their July 31 
wedding ceremony. 

'In the 
Bag' HERC 
event: Such 

a bargain 
Ladies loosen purse 

strings for fundraiser 
BYMARYKORH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

SEEKONK - The Holocaust 
Education and Resource Center's 
(HERC) "In the Bag" fundraiser 
luncheon held July 26 at the Ledge
mont Country Club was not a brown 
bag event, although some lucky 
silent auction winners among the 
120 attendees picked up designer 
purses for cheap-chic prices. 

From flap, saddle, to travel and gilt 
evening bags by Gucci, Louis Vuit
ton, Chanel, Prada Pattina, Judith 
Lieber, Marc Jacobs and more, the 
silent auction items retail from $250 
to $500 and up. 

The innovative and uniquely 
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SHIRA RUBIN ANCOWITZ AND 
BRET ANCOWITZ, w ith their 
daughter, Eliora, are featured in 
the PJ library Family Spotlight 
on page 23. Don't miss the 
information-packed family sagas 
on the Family Pages - 18 - 2S. 
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Novel and memoir each explore issues of commitment, loyalty and trust 
Editor's Note: For once, the 

timing was perfect: Two book read
ings by two Jewish authors and all 
in the past Jew days! With both books 
addressingfamily in very powerful, 
yet very different, ways, I thought 
they were ideal to include in this 
Family Pages issue. Enjoy the read! 

What makes a 
family strong? 

Courage to Walk. 

Loss IS TOO FAMILIAR 

The Waxler family had experi
enced profound losses some time 
ago - their only other child, Jona
than, died from a heroin overdose. 
That loss is portrayed in a book that 
Robert and Linda Waxler wrote 
together, Losingfonathan. Jeremy's 
illness triggered painful memories 
of Jonathan's death. "It was," said 
Robert, "a fresh reminder of our 
first loss. We lost one son, we're 

BY NANCY Krnscu not going to lose another." 
nkirsch@JFRI.org During Jeremy's frightening ill-a ness, which spanned several weeks 

' I HAVE A BACKACHE," in the hospital and a rehab facility 
Jeremy Waxler, a young and then a month recuperating in 
attorney, told his parents his parents' home, he was told that JOAN LEEGANT 

in a phone call, about he might never walk or run again. 
three years ago. An innocuous call At every step of the way, Linda, unless we listen to them and risk 
about an innocuous complaint? a retired teacher, was determined that border crossing. "I learned 

Not at all; within a few short to remain optimistic and hope- the notion of vulnerability and 
days, Waxler, then 33, was wholly ful. That optimism was rewarded it is filled with possibilities," he 
unable to move his legs. H e's when the dire medical prediction said. "Too often, vulnerability is 
admitted to the hospital where did not come true. During his seen as a weakness rather than 
he and his parents, Robert __________________ a strength. I'm convinced 

and Linda Waxler, were told, that human vulnerability 
"We must operate immedi- "We must operate is a great strength [that we 
ately - there is no time for a l h • should] celebrate." When 
second opinion." immediate Y - t ere lS no we risk being vulnerable, 

Although there's no mys- time for a second Opinion ." said Robert, we can cross 
tery to surgery's outcome, as the boundary into another's 
Jeremy survived and today, territory. Jeremy gave me 
at age 36, works as a litigator Jeremy Waxler's surgeon permission to do that. 
in a Massachusetts law firm . Although Robert said 
H owever, the mystery of what some readers viewed Gour-
caused the bacterial infection recuperation, as he and his father age to Walk as a medical thriller, he 
that got into his spinal column were taking a walk, Jeremy said, had a different intention . 
and eventually "crushed the spinal "It's easy to walk until you can't." Jeremy was his inspiration for the 
cord" remains unsolved . RISK BEING VULNERABLE book, he said. "H e has the courage 

In a recent program at Brown The book, said Robert, explores to walk again; he's the hero of the 
University Bookstore, he described how those who are healthy can't book," Robert said. "It's a difficult 
the experience of surviving Jer- understand those who are ill _ topic; without his permission, the 
emy's illness and writing the book, 

Celebrate the New Year 
with Delicious, Festive Foods 
Prepared for You in our Glatt 

Kosher Kitchens. 

All orders must be placed before 
Monday, August 30th, 2010, and be 

picked up by 12 noon on 
Wednesday, September 8th, 2010. 

Call the Concierge at: 401 -732-0037 
to place your High Holiday Order 
and to arrange payment method. 
Vegetarian options are available 

upon request. For ques_tions, 
email us at: bobg@tamanskn.org 

f M J' My I$ $1 J'( A$ Tf IN 
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Where Life is Celebrated w 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick. RI 02886 

t • • A Com1r<Jnity of Jewish Senkxs Agency of RI 

Rosh Hashanah 
Holiday Menu Selections 

Brisket of Beef: $14.99 lb. 
Roasted Chicken: $10.99 lb. 

Noodle Kugel: 112 Sheet $30.00 
Ca"ot Tzi.mmes: 112 Sheet: $25.00 

Chicken Soup: Quart: $8.00 
Matzah Balls: $1.50 each 

Challah: wlor without Raisins: $4.50 
Honey Cake Loaf: $5.00 

Sponge or Marble Cake: $5.00 
Vegetarian Options Available 

wwwjvhri.org 

I. 

JEREMY WAXLER, left, and his father, ROBERT WAXLER 

book couldn't have been written. 
This book is a father's love story to 
his son." 

LEEGANT'S NOVEL SET IN 

NEW YORK, lsRAEL 

Speaking to a seniors' group at 
Temple Emanu-El, Joan Leegant 
deconstructed the novel-writ
ing process, read excerpts from 
her book, Wherever You Go, and 
answered questions from the audi
ence. Perhaps because Leegant 
and I share a common career path 
(attorneys, then writers) - though 
she is a far more accomplished 
than I am, with an award-winning 
book of short stories, An H our in 
Paradise, and now her novel - I was 
especially intrigued by her talk. 

"I'm pretty preoccupied by 
Israel ," said Leegant, who lived 
in Israel more than 30 years ago, 
and now divides her time between 
Massachusetts and Israel. "I was 
a young American there and I 

often wonder, 'What ifl ' d stayed?' 
I'm interested in why Americans 
[move to] Israel, and how they live 
their lives." 

Contrary to what many believe, 
authors typically don't have the 
story in their head. "I want to 
uncover the story as a reader does," 
she said. "It takes a while to get 
to know my characters and bring 
them into focus." 

Wherever You Go explores the 
dynamics of family from the per
spective of three main characters 
- Yona Stern, Mark Greenglass 
and Aaron Blinder - whose paths 
collide with devastating con
sequences late in the novel. An 
American woman living in Man
hattan, Yona dates married men 
and works in an unsatisfying job. 
Her trip to Israel is an attempt to 
reconcile with her only sibling, 
Dena, who ended their relation
ship several years earlier. Settled in 

BOOKS, Page 15 
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Josh Stein writes 
about the intersection 
of death and life, after 
attending a funeral 
and then a bris ... 

PAGE 13: 
Nancy Wolpert 
Rachman, a native 
of Providence, finds 
a new perspective 
on Freud, on a trip to 
London ... 
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come to us courtesy of 
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Who knew fire 
escapes could be 
romantic? Read 
"Romance in the 
Ghetto" ... 
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Geraldine Segal 
Foster peeks into 
the rise and fall of 
the Rhode Island 
Jewish Fraternal 
Association ... 
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Building bridges to a Jewish Warsaw 
A vibrant Jewish 

community in 
Poland 

Bv CLAIR E R OCHE 

croche@bjeri.org 

IN OCTOBER 2009, Jamie 
Pious, the chair of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island's 
Community Development 

Committee (CDC), and I attended 
a program called Limud Keshet in 

Disclosing a long
held secret is 

liberating, inspiring 
Editor~ Note: Varda Stieglitz 

translated this essay from Polish into 
English far 1he Voice & Herald. We 
thank her for her translation services. 

Bv P10-rn K ULI SLJ EW JCZ 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

WARSAW - Auschwitz. In my 
family, Auschwitz was symbol
ized by the number on my moth
er's left forearm: A11834. There 
were no stories, only the number: 
Blue, not large, but with contrast 
and readable. 

My mother once said, "In 
the camps every inmate had a 
number tattooed." 

I nodded my head. I thought I 
understood. That was as much as 
we ever discussed it. 

When I was 10 or 12, I went 
on a school trip to the Auschwitz 
Museum. It's a long trip on the 
highway from Warsaw. It was 
hot and dusty, the barracks were · 
dark, and there were heaps of 

Warsaw, Poland. 
Limud Keshet is a weekend-

long, informal Jewish educational 
program coordinated by the Amer
ican Joint Distribution Committee 
ODC). Consistent with our com
munity's strategic plan and pri
orities - as identified by the CDC 
- fund ing was granted to help sup
port Limud as a people-to-people 
initiative that will create connec
tions with Jews overseas. 

Here in greater Rhode Island, 
we've had great success building 
those connections with the Afula/ 

Gilboa region in Israel. More 
recently, we have expanded our 
efforts to the increasingly vibrant 
Jewish community in Warsaw. 
And so, Jamie and I went in an 
effort to begin the relationship in 
Poland . 

Among the hundreds of Polish 
Jews we met that weekend was 
Piotr Kulisliewicz or, as his Amer
ican friends know him, Peter K. 
Our new connection with Peter 
has become one of the first bridges 
between our communities. Peter is 
in his late S0s. He, like so many of 

Discovering Jewish roots 

the Polish Jews we met, has a story 
about the discovery of his Jewish 
roots and his Jewish journey. The 
narrative of his journey is a long 
and incredibly moving story, and 
includes the story of his mother, a 
Holocaust survivor. 

Because of our new relationship 
with the community in Warsaw, 
I was able to connect Peter to our 
community through the March of 
the Living, and so he took another 
step on his journey. 

Peter's essay, below, eloquently 
depicts his journey of discovery .. . 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN a March of the Living. 

glasses, mountains of hair, iron 
gates in the brick walls, noises 
of the visiting school children, 
pushing and foolishness. Cre
matoria and millions of murders 

were abstracts. For many years, 
my knowledge about Auschwitz 
did not differ much from that 
in the Polish schoolbooks. And 
the tragic youth of my mother in 

the camps did not give me much 
thought or reflection either. 

It is only because of a chance 
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ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

I . ' ce crerun ISn t 
Rhode Island's 

only treat 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl.org 

I CE CREAM on Block Island, ice 
cream at the harbor in Jamestown, 
ice cream at Narragansett town 
beach ... do you s.ense a theme devel

oping here? 
Actually, my column isn't about ice 

cream consumption, though evidence of 
my expanding waistline might say other
wise. Rather, it's about experiencing the 
joys of Rhode Island's pleasures and trea
sures, many of which are available for little 
or no cost. 

When a dear friend from Washington, 
D.C. "abandoned" her family for four days 
to visit me, I decided it was the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy many of my favorite 
Rhode Island haunts this summer. 

We had the perfect combination of 
experiencing nature and spending money 
- important to support the local economy, 
whenever we can - talking, laughing, rem
iniscing and crying together - both of us 
lost our mothers recently, so we had much 
to talk about. We always have plenty to 
talk about - she's one of those friends who, 
regardless of how much time has passed 
since we've seen one another, I reconnect 
with instantaneously. That the weather 
was picture-perfect - sunny and bright 
with a light breeze - only enriched our 
experiences. 

We spent a delightful day on Block 
Island bicycling, kayaking, talking, eating 
(ice cream and more!) and poking through 
the sbops in Old Harbor. We explored 
Jamestown, Wakefield and Narragansett; 
walked through Colt State Park in Bristol 
and visited as many lighthouses as pos
sible .... While I love Beavertail State Park 
and its lighthouse, I had never visited the 
lighthouse at Point Judith, until this past 
weekend. 

I also had never viewed the educational 
film at the Pawtucket Visitors' Center that 
explained the development of the Black
stone River area and the textile mills that 
were established there during the Indus
trial Revolution. As we had both held 
the same position (at different times) for 
a textile trade association in Washington, 
D.C., we were inter~sted to realize that we 
actually learned something-including the 
fact that the Blackstone River corridor has 
10,000 historic sites! 

I don't know about the rest of you, but 
I find it all too easy to forget about what's 
available to us here in little Rhody- despite 
its small size, it's packed with fabulous sites 
and sounds to explore. 

Whether you enjoy Rhode Island's 
offerings alone, with family or friends, 
don't let another day of summer pass with
out doing ... something! It doesn't have to 
involve ice cream, but if the spirit moves 
you, why not? 

Consider what the famous playwright, 
Thornton Wilder, said about the sweet 
stuff: "Enjoy your ice cream while it's on 
your plate. That's my philosophy." 

And Voltaire, the French writer and 
philosopher, said it best, "lee cream is 
exquisite." 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Nothing new under the sun 
Ancient - and modern 
- heart-rending social 

injustices JOHN STEINBECK'S Ihe Grapes of 
Wrath is one of the most significant 
American novels of the 20th century. 
I confess that I did not read this 1939 

classic until a few weeks ago, although I 
have been quite familiar with the plot as a 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

result of repeatedly listen
ing to W oody Guthrie's 
ballad, "Tom Joad." To 
be honest, I might never 
have turned to Steinbeck's 
masterpiece, had not a 
Barrington fri end of mine 
who happens to have been 
an English major in col
lege, chided me over a cup 
of Starbucks iced coffee: 

' "H ow can you call yourself 
educated if you haven't ever read Ihe Grapes 
of Wrath?" 

As many of you probably know, Ihe Grapes 
of Wrath chronicles the 2000-mile trek of the 
Joad family - "fambly," as Ma Joad speaks 
the word - in their overloaded jalopy west
ward on Route 66 from Oklahoma to Cali
fornia. Although the Joad clan is fictional, 
they are emblematic of the 300,000 "Oki.es" 
who were driven from their foreclosed 
farms in the Dust Bowl states in search of 
fresh beginnings. Their dream of finding a 
new livelihood in the verdant orchards and 
vineyards of California quickly turns into 
a nightmare; because there is not nearly 
enough work to go around, the wealthy 
landowners are able to force the migrant 
laborers, crowded into filthy, unsanitary 
"jungle camps," to toil long, backbreaking 
hours for subsistence wages. 

Steinbeck's book seethes with outrage, 
prophetic outrage at the social injustice of 
the wealthy few exploiting the masses of the 
poor. Almost every character we meet in the 
novel is either extremely hungry or starving; 
sooner or later, lack of food leads to despera
tion and, sometimes, even to revolution. 

As Steinbeck himself comments, "The 
great companies did not know that the line 
between hunger and anger is a thin line." 
Steinbeck is particularly incensed at Cali
fornia's "big agriculture" that deliberately 
dest.roys surplus crops to preserve a healthy 
margin of profit. Starving migrant workers 
cannot take nourishment from the oranges 
piled up at the side of the road because the 
company men have sprayed the fruit with 
kerosene. Such callous disregard for the 
plight of the underclass provides the brutal 
context for the title of his novel: "In the souls 
of the people the grapes of wrath are filling 
and growing · heavy, growing heavy 
for the - .------- - ~ 
vintage." 

While 
on one 
level Ihe 
Grap e s 
of Wrath 
is time 
b o und 

very 
much a 
product of 
the Great 
De pr es 
sion of the 
1930s 
on another 
1 e v e 1 
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the · book calls to 
mind the world-weary words of the biblical 
Kohelet: "There is nothing new under the 
sun." The exploitation of the poor and vul
nerable is a recurrent theme in the history of 
humankind. In the eighth century B.C.E., 
the prophet Amos decries the injustice of 
those who sell the needy for a pair of shoes, 
who cheat the gullible with rigged weights 
and measures, who bask in the lap ofluxury 
while pushing the poor out of their sight. 

Fast forward to the 1960s. Californiaredux: 
Caesar Chavez and his United Farm Work
ers struggling and striking for a fair deal in 
the state's fields and orchards and vineyards. 
And what about today? For years, Massey 
Energy Company, in collusion with our fed-

LETTERS 

eral government's Mine Safety and Health 
Administration, has been cutting corners on 
safety to save a buck. Last April 5 at West 
Virginia's Upper Big Branch Mine, 29 men 
paid with their lives for this reckless negli
gence. And consider the incalculable devas
tation in the Gulf of Mexico wrought by big 
business and - am I being too cynical? -
the bought-off Minerals Management Ser
vice of the U.S. D epartment of the Interior. 
There is nothing new under the sun: Corpo
rations get greedy, and the little guy winds 
up paying for it. Amos would be enraged. 

Many literary critics have pointed out 
that, despite the fact that Ihe Grapes of Wrath 
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1940, the 
book is deeply flawed - at times overwritten, 
at times excessively simplistic. 

Steinbeck would have us believe that the 

"No one wi11 
accuse John 

Steinbeck 
of excessive 

nuance." 

poor are intrin
sically virtu
ous, while the 
rich have sunk 
into an abyss of 
evil. Our actual 
experience of 
the differences 
among economic 
classes is, of 

__________ course, far more 

confusing, con
flicted, and complex. No one will accuse 
John Steinbeck of excessive nuance. Nev

ertheless, as Bernard A. Weisberger writes 
in the afterword to my particular edition of 
the novel, "It is 'a good bad work,' - not high 
art, but somehow rooted in the consci~us
ness of Americans as we like to see our
selves ... We want to believe that in the end, 
somehow, right will win ... " 

I would expand this notion by adding that 
Ihe Grapes of Wrath is rooted in the con
sciousness of all men and women, wherever 
they are, who still possess some glimmer of 
a prophetic sense of social justice. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him 
at rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Efrat '."" and Stieglitz - are in the West Bank 
r,7-[E VOICE AND HERALD is free to 
.1 have Daniel Stieglitz, a West Bank set

tler, as a columnist, but it has an obligation 
to identify his geographic location accurately. 

In his July 22 column ("Three years after 
aliyah") Stieglitz reflects on his move to 
Israel from Providence three years ago. He 
describes himself as a resident of Efrat, but 
fails to mention that Efrat is actually located 
on the West Bank, not in Israel. 

Efrat is a religious Zionist settlement out-
side Jerusalem that has confiscated Palestin
ian lands for its expansion. It has received 
significant funding from John Hagee, a 
right-wing Christian pastor, and his pro
settler supporters. 

Identifying geographic locations prop
erly is important, including distinguishing 
between the State of Israel and the West 
Bank. The West -Bank and Gaza are recog
nized international borders; they are not part 
oflsrael. 

This is especially relevant for stories about 
making aliyah, where an accurate portrayal of 
the context is essential for readers to interpret 
the meaning and significance of what they 

are reading. While making aliyah to Israel 
is legitimate, moving to the West Bank is 
controversial. The United States, along with 
most of the world, views settlements on the 
West Bank as illegal and an obstacle to an 
Israeli-Palestinian peace settlement. 

Nevertheless, it is no doubt useful for the 

Rhode Island Jewish community to read 
first-hand how the illegal settlement process 
takes place under the happy guise of aliyah 
"to Israel." 

Nina Tannenwald 
Tannenwald is an associate professor of 

international relations at Brown. 
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Honoring loss, 
celebrating life 

IRECENTLYATTENDED 
the funeral of a woman I 
barely knew, though her hus
band has been an acquain

tance for many years. H e had 
recruited me to be on the editorial 
board of 1he Voice & Herald; and 

Tosh 
Stein 

while we often 
clash on policy, 
there's obvi-
ously mutual 
respect and 
affection that 
our disagree
ments never 
diminish. 

For the past 
few months, 

after his wife's cancer metasta
sized, he'd absented himself from 
board meetings. They wanted 
to enjoy their time together as 
they had throughout their nearly 
50 years of marriage - with joy, 
humor and the pleasure of each 
other's company. 

Knowing her allotted time was 

FROM THE OLD OLIVErn 

A time to he horn, a time to die 
limited, she appreciated every 
moment spent with friends and 
family. Meticulous in life as she 
was, there were very few loose ends 
to wrap up. 

In mid-June I saw them at the 
airport. I was on the way to my 
son's wedding and they were wish
ing bon voyage to their grand
children who had come for a 
visit. Frankly, I was surprised 
by how well she looked. But 
six weeks later, she was gone. 
At her funeral, Temple Beth-El 
was packed with those of us who 
felt my friend's loss, who came 
to bid their friend a final good
bye. Cantor Judith Seplowin 
sang plaintively, Rabbi Sarah 
Mack led us in reciting the 23rd 
psalm. A daughter spoke lovingly 
of her mother and Rabbi Gutter
man's eulogy was on the mark. 
Rather than quoting a biblical 
text, he chose a poem I vaguely 
remembered from school, but 
hadn't thought of in years - Edna 
St Vincent Millay's "Dirge With
out Music" which concludes with 
these lines: 

"D own, down, 
the darkness of 

down into 
the gravel 

Gently they go, the beauti
ful, the tender, the 1iindl 
Quietly they go, the intel
ligent, the witty, the brave/ 
I know. But I do not approve/ And I 
am not resigned." 

With that lament still ringing in 
my ears, feeling perhaps a little of 
the loss my friend must be suffer
ing, I drove to another ceremony, 

"Life was going on ; 
it was progressing 
despite the losses, 

despite the despair." 

this time a bris, but in one regard 
at least, not an ordinary bris. 

Every baby is a unique individ
ual; every baby is potential energy 
already becoming kinetic. But this 
baby, this new life, this hope of the 
future was being attended to by his 
extraordinary great-grandfather. 

As usual, all the men in the 
room were a bit nervous, making 
corny jokes, trying not to look, 
trying not to feel the momentary 

IT SEEMS To ME 

pain inflicted on the child. None 
of this was unusual, but in averting 
my eyes from the ritual event I saw, 
not for the first time, of course, 
the numbers tattooed onto the 
great-grandfather's left forearm, 
the numbers he'd been branded 
with as a young man barely out 
of boyhood on his first day in 

Auschwitz, th at hell. H e'd lost 
both parents and a sister and, for 
a while, his faith - but had sur
vived and regained that faith and 
had become a rabbi. You can read 
of his experiences in his memoir, 
For Decades I was Silent. 

And now, 65 years after he was 
at the edge of the pit, at death's 
door, he was attending to the 
covenant ceremony of his child's 

child's child. Of course the baby 
cried, of course others did as well, 
but when the tears were wiped 
away, when the father gave his son 
to his wife to hold, the three men 
and then the grandmother danced 
a joyous hora to the rhythmic clap
ping of the assembled guests and 
the singing of"simintov and mazal 
tov." 

The joy at the bris didn't wipe 
away the feelings of regret I felt for 

the loss of my friend's wife, but it 
did remind me of hope. From the 
grave my friend's wife would never 
return, but rescued from the grave's 
edge the new baby's great-grand
father was now dancing. Neither 
family was aware of the other; I 
was the only connecting link; but 
life was going on; it was progress
ing despite the losses, despite the 
despair. God, in his heavens, was 
welcoming a wonderful woman, 
recently come to His kingdom; 
here, a little baby was the center 
of our attention. His mother lov
ingly held him while his male pro
genitors were dancing a hora as we 
clapped and sang in joy. 

For centuries, philosophers 
and theologians have, to no avail, 
tried to figure out the purpose 
of life, to make sense of the brief 
period we're all allotted within 
the billions of years of the Earth's 
existence. Attending a funeral 
and a bris within an hour of each 
other puts things into perspective 
though, don't you think? 

j osh Stein is a history professor at 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him atjstein@rwu.edu. 

Consider the motivations for the conversion hill 
Are 'non-Jewish 

Jewish communities' 
meritorious? 

EVERY FEW YEARS 
a new "conversion crisis" 
rocks Israel and the 
Diaspora - as Yogi Berra 

remarked, "It's deja vu all over 
again." And yet, this time perhaps 
there's a new twist? 

I cannot confess to understand
ing the law proposed recently in 
Israel. On the one hand, it appears 

to turn over 
greater control to 
the Chief Rab
binate - and one 
would expect this 
to result in making 
the conversion pro
cess more strict -
while on the other 
hand, the proposal 
seems aimed at 

------- easing the conver
sion of many Russian immigrants, a 
task that will clearly not be accom
plished by making conversion ever 
more difficult. 

That Efrat's Rabbi Shlomo 
Riskin, a leader of Modern Ortho
doxy, has expressed support for 
some version of the law, as helping 
the integration of Russian immi
grants, suggests we at least ought 
to consider the motivations. The 
questionable religious status of such 
a large group of Israeli citizens has 
been recognized as a problem for 
years now. 

So, while I do not know enough 
to endorse the now tabled proposal, 

I have to agree that at least some creation, within Israel, of what he 
of the sentiments motivating it are called "non-Jewish Jewish Commu
praiseworthy, though I do not quite nities." 
see how increasing the control of the By non-Jewish Jews, Rabbi Lopes 
C hief Rabbinate in this matter will Cardozo is referring to individu
achieve the stated goal. And before als of Jewish descent who are not 
we reject it entirely, it may be that Jewish, according to Jewish law, and 
a version of the proposal will pro- who are not prepared to commit to 
tect the status _______________ living accord-

quo of Israeli ing to Jewish 
citizenship and "Conversion without a 1aw, yet feel 
the status quo • J . h connected and 
for conversions comm1tment to ew1s are connected 

performed out- la . bl t. " to Judaism, 
side oflsrael. . W lS pro ema lC. Jewish tra-

To under- dition, the 
stand the Jewish people 
necessity for some solution to the 
crisis, we need only look at the diffi
cult cases of individuals risking and 
even losing their lives defending the 
state oflsrael and the Jewish people, 
individuals who are not Jewish 
according to halakhah, Jewish law. 
What can we say to such people, 
who have thrown their lot in with 
the Jewish nation? H ow can we 
say they are not Jewish? And, after 
sacrificing their lives, they cannot 
be buried in a Jewish cemetery? 
And yet, we cannot simply change 
Jewish law because of the pain and 
difficulty of a situation. 

I wish to share with you a radical 
proposal, one I am not even sure I 
support, but one worth discussing 
for its innovation and for the com
passion motivating it. 

At least three years ago now, 
Rabbi Nathan Lopes Cardozo, 
dean of the Cardozo Academy in 
Jerusalem, and an eloquent speaker 
and writer, made the audacious 
suggestion that we encourage the 

and Israel. 
These individuals and communi

ties would be free, as Rabbi Lopes 
Cardozo sees it, to "develop their 
own brand of Judaism," adopting 
and adapting what practices they 
wish and having their own syna
gogues, yeshivot and cemeteries. 
In his view, these people would be 
part of the broader Jewish commu
nity; though not Jewish according to 
Jewish law, they would not be non
Jews either. Jews and non-Jewish 
Jews would share something of a 
sense of Jewishness; as he writes, 
"They are part of the family, though 
slightly removed." 

Again, such a proposal is not nec
essarily ready for implementation, 
and some may find it offensive. It 
remains a compassionate attempt to 
resolve a problem facing the state of 
Israel, and without coercing anyone. 

Now, I do recognize that, although 
I began with the present conver
sion crisis, it is not at all clear that 
Rabbi Lopes Cardozo's idea would 
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address the inter-denominational 
conflicts over conversion and the 
often-painful questions over Jewish 
status and Jewish law. What is clear 
to me is that conversion without a 
commitment to Jewish law is prob
lematic. And what is also clear to 
me, but often misunderstood, is 
that controversy over conversion 
is not a question about Jewishness 
altogether; that is, questioning the 
status of a movement's conversions 

is not to question the Jewishness of 
all its adherents. Much of the rest 
remains unclear to me, and may 
require waiting for the Mashiach to 
clear it all up. 

Alan Krinsky, a Providence resi
dent, works in healthcare quality 
improvement. H is new essay, "8 R ea
sons Leftists Should Be Pro-Israel," is 
on the Web site of1he Hujfington Post. 
Contact him at adkrimky@netzero. 
net. 

Dry Bones NO BIG DEAL 

DryBonesBlog.com 
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Pandering is no substitute for leadership 
No more gifts 

to the PLO 

B Y D OUGLAS M. B LOOMFIELD 

W ASHINGTON, D .C. - With 
less than 100 days until the Con
gressional elections, Republican 
dreams of taking control of both 
the H ouse and Senate are giving 
nightmares not only to D emocrats 
but also to those who want to see 
the Israelis and Palestinians make 
peace. 

As the G O P tries to out-Israel 
the D emocrats by taking an increas
ingly hard line, Rep. Ileana Ros
Lehtinen, the Florida lawmaker 
who could become the next chair 
of the House Foreign Affairs Com
mittee (HFAC) if Republicans win 
in November, is leading the charge 
by essentially proposing shutting 
down the peace process. 

That was her reaction to 
last week's State D epartment 
announcement that it was upgrad
ing the Palestinian Authority's 
Washington office - officially the 
PLO mission - to a "General Del
egation" and allowing it to fly the 
Palestinian flag, a move the depart
ment spokesman called "symbolic." 
D espite charges by some critics, the 

upgrade does not bestow " any diplo
matic privileges or immunities," the 
State Department spokesman said. 
The Palestinians already have simi
lar status in Europe, Canada and 
several Latin American countries. 

The move was cleared with the 
Israeli Embassy in W ashington and 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan
yahu's office in Jerusalem, which 
approved the decision, but that 
was apparently irrelevant to Ros
Lehtinen. 

She quickly issued a press release 
declaring, "Instead of giving more 
undeserved gifts to the PLO, it's 
time for us to kick the PLO out of 
the U.S. once and for all, and move 
our embassy in Israel to Jerusalem, 
where it belongs." 

She said, "The unrepentant, 
unchanged PLO deserves no U.S. 
concessions" such as flying "the so
called 'Palestinian flag.'" 

That positions her well to the 
right of Netanyahu, not exactly 
known for his dovishness, as well as 
the majority of Israelis and Ameri
can Jews, but in line with the notori
ous bingo baron Irving M oskowitt, 
who has poured millions into highly 
controversial housing for Jews in 
Arab neighborhoods of East Jerusa
lem and other provocative projects. 

---LETTERS,--
The David Project is at PHDS 

IN THE "Crossing the Line" 
story in the July 23 issue of 

1he Jewish Voice & Herald, Shari 
W einberger said that a teacher 
at the Harry Elkin Midrasha 
Community High School and 
Jewish Community Day School 
uses materials from The David 
Project . 

The Providence Hebrew Day 
School (PHDS) has teach
ers who have participated in 
training by The David Project; 

PHDS has been using curricu
lum from The David Project 
for several years and has hosted 
speakers from The David Project 
for our students. 

A s Shari mentioned, we, too, 
feel that this information is very 
valuable for our students and we 
are proud to participate in such 
an important program. 

Miriam Esther Weiner 
Principal, Providence 
Hebrew Day School 

Israel has offered land for peace 

GOLDA MEIR was once 
asked by an uninformed 

United States senator, "Madam 
Prime Minister, could you tell 
us in as few words as possible the 
major difference between you 
and the Palestinians?'" 

She thought for a while and 
then replied, (paraphrasing), 
"Senator, in simple terms, they 
want to kill us and we want to 
stay alive!" 

In Judith Kaye's letter in the 
June 24 issue of 1he Voice & 
Herald ("The blame game is 
tiresome,") she wrote how "tire
some" and "polarized" the events 
arc in the Middle East conflict. 
She states that the "blame game" 
weighs equally on both sides. 
Where is her moral compass? 
Of course, she suggests that 
President Obama (who initiated 

the recent negative sea change of 
attitude towards Israel) should 
lead the effort towards a two
state solution that would lead to 
peace. 

What many in the "peace 
camp" forget is that over many 
years, under Israeli prime min
isters from different political 
parties, the Arabs were offered 
almost all of the 1967 captured 
lands back for peace, but there 
were no takers. The Arabs would 
have destroyed Israel a long 
time ago if they knew that they 
could. The free world should do 
everything to strengthen and 
support Israel and not weaken 
it by foolishly chasing arrange
ments that could only harm the 
Jewish state. 

SyDill 
Providence 

M oskowitt, who rejects any peace 
with the Palestinians, is a top Ros
Lehtinen contributor, according to 
CampaignMoney.com. H e and his 
wife donated more than $20,000 to 
Ros-Lehtinen's campaigns between 
2006 and 2009, according to the 
Federal Election Commission. This 
year's figures are not yet available. 

There's no question that if she had 
her way and tossed out the PLO -
which, like the Palestinian Author
ity, is headed by Mahmoud Abbas 
and is recognized by Israel - and 
moved the embassy, whatever there 
is of the peace process would be 
destroyed. The Palestinians would 
be certain to walk out and would 
have the support of many countries. 

Ros-Lehtinen is not just another 
uninformed freshman back-bencher 
who can get away with such rheto
ric; she is the ranking Republican 
on HFAC and, if her party wins 
control of the H ouse, would replace 
the highly respected and thought
ful Rep. Howard Berman (D -CA) 
as chair of the panel that authorizes 
all foreign aid and is responsible for 
oversight and legislation related to 
foreign policy. 

The Cuban-born Ros-Lehtinen, 
58, is the senior Republican woman 
in the H ouse and first Hispanic 
woman elected to Congress. She 
has close relations to the Jewish 
community and often speaks of her 
Jewish roots; her maternal grand
parents were Sephardic Jews from 
Turkey, although her mother con-

REP. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 

verted to Catholicism and she is 
listed as Episcopalian. 

She is considered a strong sup
porter oflsrael, but from the right, 
as her latest statement demon
strates, and she seems to be moving 
farther to the right of people like 
Netanyahu and George W . Bush, 
and closer to rejectionists like Mos-

. kowitt - a dangerous and irrespon
sible course. 

She is smart enough - with a 
Ph.D. in higher education - to 
know that throwing the Palestin
ian mission out of the United States 
and moving the American E mbassy 
would scuttle any hopes of reviving 
the peace process. Both George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama repeat
edly authorized keeping the Pales
tinian office open and delaying the 
embassy move in their efforts to 

foster peace. 
I can't see how she thinks such 

statements are helping Israel, which 
she calls our "indispensable demo
cratic ally." Does she agree with 
Moskowitt that negotiations with 
the Palestinians are "a slide toward 
concessions, surrender and Israeli 
suicide?" 

She could have rightly criticized 
the timing of the administration's 
decision to upgrade the mission. It 
is premature so long as Abbas keeps 
producing excuses to stay away from 
the negotiating table and anti-Israel 
incitement in the PA persists. The 
new status was explained as an 
incentive, but it should have been 
held back and used as a reward 
after Abbas stops playing hard to 
get. Concessions seem only to whet 
his appetite for more. 

Ros-Lehtinen has a safe seat and 
is a prolific fundraiser, so there is 
no excuse for a senior leader of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
to advocate policies certain to sabo
tage a peace process that successive 
American and Israeli governments 
of right and left have pursued since 
before she came to Congress. That 
is not respo~sible leadership. 

Douglas M. Bloomfield, a farmer 
chief lobbyist fqr AJPAC, publishes a 
nationally syndicated column. ©2010 
Douglas M . Bloomfield. Contact him 
at bloomfieldcolumn@gmail.com. 

A path forward on conversion 
Aft'ank and open and excellent facilitators, frame

works can be created to make the 

discussion is essential 
B Y MISHA GALPERIN 

NEW YORK OTA) - As the 
controversy over the conversion 
issue reached a fever pitch recently, 
a group of Israeli soldiers shuffled 
past flowerbeds into classrooms at 
the Jewish Agency's Kiryat M oriah 
educational center in Jerusalem. 
Four hundred soldiers, many of 
them immigrants, come together 
from every army unit for 14 hours a 
day oflearning. 

Today's lesson has nothing to do 
with combat, H ebrew or citizenship. 
It's a Jewish history lesson about the 
Second Temple period. . 

Many of the soldiers are not reg
istered as Jews by Israel's Interior 
M inistry, but are given leave from 
their army units to participate in 
this seven-week intensive course 
on Judaism. Called Nativ, it is both 
a crash course in Judaism and an 
opportunity to fast track the con
version process through the Israel 
D efense Forces (IDF). H alf of those 
who attend Nativ and are not Jewish 
by halal<hah, or Jewish law, end up 
converting. 

Nativ was created when a group of 
people came together to brainstorm 
the explosive issue of conversion at 
the Neeman Commission in the late 
1990s. With the proper sensitivity 
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conversion process in Israel reason
able, accessible and meaningful. 

Since Nativ's inception in 2001, 
more than 10,000 immigrants have 
participated in the program, with 
more than 4,000 converting to Juda
ism. After the course, those who are 
not Jewish by halakhah and are inter
ested in converting continue for two 
more two-week seminars. They then 
appear before the IDF Rabbinate, 
which performs the conversion. 

The tumultuous recent events of 
the past few weeks on the conversion 
issue have ended with Prime M in
ister Benjamin Netanyahu calling 
on Jewish Agency Chairman Natan 
Sharansky to convene all sides for 
conversation. We must not only 
rework the language of the proposed 
legislation, but also have a frank, 
open and incisive discussion about 
conversion and Jewish identity. We 
need to brainstorm, once again. 

With Nativ and the conversion 
issue, we have the nexus of Jewish 
Agency programming capacity and 
its serving as the table that includes 
all the major religious streams and 
all Israeli Zionist political parties, as 
well as North American and world 
Jewry. 

Coincidentally, this episode comes 
on the heels of our adopting a new 
strategic plan for the Jewish Agency. 
The plan, "Securing the Future: 

Forging a Jewish Agency for Israel 
and the Jewish People," concentrates 
on Jewish identity and peoplehood, 
focusing on the "unraveling of our 
solidarity and cohesion" as a people. 
We must strengthen what binds us 
as a people, with special attention to 
redoubling our efforts to bring Israe
lis and Jews abroad together. 

In the end it's not just about issues, 
it also comes down to people. 

Ilan Sabiyotanski, 21, partici
pated in Nativ at the beginning of 
this year. As an immigrant from 
the former Soviet Union who was 
not Jewish by halakhah, he saw the 
program as an opportunity to con
vert and become more fully a part 
of the Jewish people. On March 27, 
a few weeks before his conversion, 
llan was killed in an exchange of fire 
with Palestinian gunmen along the 
Gaza border. 

After his death, the Israeli gov
ernment and rabbinic authorities 
had to decide: Could llan be buried 
as a Jew, as someone who gave his 
life for the Jewish state? His story 
is one more reason that we cannot 
fail this time. We need to resolve 
the conversion issue. The Jewish 
Agency is proud to take the lead. 

Dr. Misha Galperin is the pmident 
and chief executive officer ef the Jewish 
Agency International Development. 
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C'OMMUNITY 
PURSES, pocketbooks, clutches, totes or 
handbags - you can never have .too many! 

From Page 1 tion program. "The courts contact 
designed "bump bags" by Andrea us in cases of anti-Semitism," she 
Valentini, a Rhode Island artist , said, "and the program reaches 
Rhode Island School of Design more than 6,000 students a year." 
alum and event speaker, were the Odessa, co-chair of the event 
show-stoppers. An egg-crate like with board member Sherry Cohen, 
industrial fabric served as the inspi- described HERC volunteers as 
ration for these bags that are sold at active collaborators engaged in edu-
retail stores and the gift store at the eating adults and students about the 
Museum of Modern Art in New Holocaust - and much more. Their 
York. They are also on display, agenda includes education on a 
along with her jewelry and foam broad spectrum of issues, including 
Coosh Egg Chair, at her Allens bigotry, genocide, anti-Semitism 
Avenue studio on the Providence and bullying. 
waterfront. In her welcoming remarks, 

Recently, E ric Clapton commis- Cohen quoted from a May 2010 
sioned her to design carry-alls as Wall Street journal article indicat-
favors for the musicians performing ing that women purchased 375.9 
at his annual Crossroads fundraiser million handbags last year. "That's 
guitar festival . The Crossroads two or three bags for each of us," 
duffel with guitar pick zipper pull she said. 
was the result. She joked that, "Besides jew-

When Susan Odessa, a HERC elry, handbags are the only things 
officer, heard of a similar success- we can shop for without getting 
ful event through a friend, she pre- undressed." 
sented the idea to the unique events She also quoted a website/blog 
committee. "We plan 'friend- BagSnob.com, which reported that: 
raisers' as well -------------- "People are very, 
as fundraisers," "W h d very attached to 
O dessa said, "all omen pure ase their bags. Part of 

the more impor- 375.9 million that attachment 
tant in today's comes from the 
economy." handbags 1ast year." sheer amount of 

Myrna Aron- stuff women tote 
son, chair of the -------------- in them. It's like 

unique events 
committee, wanted to put the fun 
back in fundraiser. 'We want to 
create an image of the happy, posi
tive things that we do," she said. 
"W e hold galas and literary events 
to raise funds for the important 
programs that we do." 

As a former teacher in the public 
schools and at Providence Hebrew 
Day School, and now a HERC 
educator in the schools, she empha
sizes the reach of HERC's educa-

their home away 
from home." 

On a more serious note, Cohen 
thanked designer Valentini for 
donating 20 percent of the proceeds 
of the handbags she sold to HERC. 

Valentini invited attendees to 
visit her studio, and mention the 
HERC connection. Her work is 
manufactured in Providence and 
Fall River and this resonated with 
those at the event. 

As an interior architect by edu-

MARIE WEISS looks over the silent auction purses. 

Jewish Voice ~ l-lerald August 6, 2010 PAGE 7 

/John Tavares 

LISA DAVIS, center, talks with Phyllis Dutwin, left, and Judi Blau at the HERC fundraiser on July 26. 

cation, she 
described what 
in the bag" 

means to her. 
"A hand-

bag is a form of 
architecture, an 
interior vessel 
which holds our 
belongings and 
collections. It is 
a personal object 
that stays close 
to our bodies. It 
holds our mem
ories - of those 
near and dear 
to us," Valentini 
said. 

Susan Adler, 
director of 
Jewish Eldercare 
of R.I. GERI), a 

Betty-Ann Pierce and Alice Goldstein share a moment. 

program of the 
Jewish Seniors Agency, thanked 
HERC for the food and goods 
baskets on each table, which were 
donated to the Louis and Goldie 
Chester Full Plate, the kosher food 
pantry. "No one thought we would 
find Jewish people who are hungry 
when we opened the pantry. Now, 
over a year later, we help 108 Jewish 
households," she said. 

There was a "what's-in-your
purse" scavenger hunt and raffle 
items that included custom hand
bag cakes created by SIN of Provi
dence. 

"W e wanted this to be a fun, 
summertime event," said May
Ronny Zeidman, H ERC executive 
director. (Reached the following 
day by phone, Zeidman said the 
event was "very successful.") 

The next program will be the 
annual teachers' workshop to be 
held on Tues., Aug. 24, at Temple 
A m David. This year's seminar 
will introduce teachers to a multi
media curriculum that uses the film 
"Defiance," to teach students about 
Jewish partisans during World War 
11. 

The grandson of the film's hero, 
Tuvi Bielski, will lead the program. 
He and his brothers saved over 
1,200 lives in the largest rescue 
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operation of Jews by Jews in the 
war. 

Jay Strauss, who has just begun 
his tenure as HERC president, 
said he will focus on the topic of 
Holocaust denial with the educa
tion committee, and to that end has 
arranged for HERC to become a 
test site for a pilot program through 
Emory University. 

Mary Korr is a freelance writer. 
Contact her at mkorr@verizon.net. 

For more information on HERC 
or its programs, contact mzeidman@ 
hercri.org, 453-7860 or www.hercri. 
org. 

HERCisapartneragencyof]FRI. 

~- BOWLERS 
{ Beth-El League 
· Thursday Evening: 8:30 

Cranston Bowl• Elmwood Avenue 
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Weekend of Jewish Renaissance 
A shuk, a concert 
and educational 
programs galore 

PROV1DENCE - The 2010 D r. 
James Yashar and Judge Mar
jorie Yashar Evening of Jewish 
Renaissance will be expanded to 
a weekend of Jewish learning and 
community on Saturday, Oct. 23 
and Sunday, Oct. 24. 

The Yashar Evening of Jewish 
Renaissance, now in its 10th year, 
will feature educational opportu
nities, a shuk, delicious food and 
live entertainment. The expanded 

educational programming will 
include workshops and classes 
designed specifically for singles 
and young families. Each year, 
this community program brings 
together hundreds of adults of 
all affiliations for an inspiring 
evening of Jewish learning and a 
great display of K' !al Yisrael (unity 
of the Jewish people). 

The shuk will be open Saturday 
evening and again on Sunday, 
with local vendors offering an 
array of beautifully designed 
Judaica, jewelry, art work and 
more. 

The weekend will conclude 
with a PJ Library children's con-

cert on Sunday afternoon. Back 
by popular demand, singer and 
songwriter Shira Kline will enter
tain and delight children with her 
music and ruach. 

Be sure to read upcoming issues 
of The Jewish Voice & Herald to 
learn more. 

The Week.end of Jewish Renais
sance is a program of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island, 
the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island and the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island. 

For more infannation, contact 
Jana Brenman, JCCRI's director 
of arts and culture, at 861-8800 or 
jbrenman@jccri.org. 

The magic begins at $13 for Opening Night Tickets!* 

SEPT. 16 - 19 SEPT. 16 SEPT.17 SEPT. 18 SEPT. 19 
f1 :00AM 

DUNKIN' DONUTS CINTIR. 
PROVIDENCE 

3:00 PM 1:00PM 
7:00 PM' 7:00 PM 6:30 PM 4:30 PM 

Buy tickets at www.disneyonice.com, ticketmaster• Retail Locations, 
Dunkin' Donuts Center Box Office or call 1-800-745-3000 

for information coll (40 1) 331-6700 • Groups (40 l) 33 1-0700 ext. 155 · 

Regular Ticket Prices: $1 5 - $20 - $40 VIP·· $60 Rinkside 
Limited number of Rinkside and VIP Mata ovallable. Coll or go online for details, 

(S.Mle_,ON-~-....,~ 1"'"-,:!m,tonal-l1 ac,llyi..) 

li#,·Youli!m!II 
111~~.:0k i 

wwwjvhri.org 

CO'MMUNITY 

RABBI MORDECHAI RACKOVER 

New innovations at 
Brown RISO Hillel 

New survey of Jewish 
life on campus 

BY MARSHALL EINHORN 

& RABBI MORDECHAI RACKOVER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROV1DENCE - At Brown 
RISD Hillel, we have been proud 
of our innovative programming that 
seeks to meet the needs of an ever
changing student population. At 
the same time, we are proud of our 
traditions that link us to the past. 

With a new leadership team in 
place, we are excited about the pos
sibilities of merging the two - tradi
tion and innovation - in the coming 
years. As we continue to evaluate 
successes and failures, we are busy 
preparing to implement new ideas 
and programs in advance of the stu
dents' return to campus later this 
month. 

A focal point for Brown RISD 
Hillel in the coming year will be 
a campus-wide assessment of our 
community - our first-ever Survey 
of Jewish Life on Campus. A group 
of interns will conduct interviews, 
collect short form surveys and will 
talk ~th Jewish students and mem
bers of the general campus commu
nity. With these data, we will set a 
baseline for our work and establish a 
place from which to compare future 
progress. We will use the informa
tion gathered to create appropri
ate opportunities that meet the 
expressed needs of our campus com
munity. 

Our approach to High Holiday 
services will also change this year. 
For many years, we have offered 
High Holiday services on campus 
in two locations - at an auditorium 
on campus and at The Glenn and 
Darcy Weiner Center. After ana
lyzing our students' educational and 
spiritual needs, we have decided 
to hold all High Holiday services 
and meals in The Glenn and Darcy 
Weiner Center this year. On other 
occasions, such as Passover seders, 
we have witnessed the powerful 

energy of having 500 or more stu
dents in the building. 

While maintaining our com
mitment to a plurality of ritual and 
spiritual choices, we will offer stu
dents no fewer than two services. By 
bringing all services under one roof, 
we hope to create an inspiring, com
munity-building, and memorable 
environment for our students. 

Creating an intimate, student
focused environment will, however, 
reduce the number of seats open to 
the general public. Introducing a 
ticket requirement for non-students 
and limiting the number of seats 
that are open to the general public 
will help reduce the cost of High 
Holiday services at Hillel. 

Community members who do 
not have a current Brown ID who 
would like to attend services at 
Hillel should contact the Brown 
RISD Hillel office at 863-2805 for 
ticket information. 

With freshmen students arriving 
on campus at the end of August and 
the High Holidays following soon 
thereafter, we'll be kicking off an 
exciting and whirlwind year very 
quickly. 

A juried show of student ritual 
object artwork, Faculty Shabbat, 
Taglit Birthright Israel, alternative 
winter break, and our third annual 
Israeli film festival will all follow. 

With all of these activities, cou
pled with the first-ever Survey of 
Jewish Life on Campus, we look 
forward to another innovative year 
of engaging Jewish students at 
Brown and RISD. 

For more informatfon about Brown 
RISD Hillel, visit www.brownrisd. 
hillel.org or call 863-2805. 

Rabbi Mordechai Rackover is the 
associate univerrity chaplain far Jewish 
life at Brown University and the rabbi 
at Brown RISD Hillel. Contact him 
at Michael_Rackover@brown.edu. 

Marshall Einhorn is the execu
tive director at Brown RISD Hillel. 
Contact him at Marshall_Einhorn@ 
brow11.edu. 
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NEW YORK CITY guitarist, Dan 
Mills, "rocks" with a 3-year-old 

Rock-a-Baby participant. 

Rock-a-Baby 
rolls into 

Providence 
A new music 

experience for parents 
and young children 

BY VOICE & H EllA LD STAFF 

voicheraltf@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - An interactive 
and educational music experience 
for infants and toddlers (4 months 
to 4 years), Rock-a-Baby, originally 
from New York, is now making 
music in Rhode Island. 

Three energetic musicians/teach
ers will lead infants and toddlers in 
an exploration of rock, pop, blues, 
traditional, and classical music 
genres with songs, games, instru
ments and dance. A different theme 
will be explored each with the 
help of whimsical puppets named 
Rhythm, Melody and Harmony. 

The Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island QCCRI) will offer 
the Rock-a-Baby infant and toddler 
music program, in its fall 2010 pro
gramming. 

We are proud to offer the first 
Rock-a-Baby music classes in Rhode 
Island," said Nicole Katzman, the 
director of PJ Library & Shalom 
Baby programs of the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
(BJE). "We believe the community 
will embrace the wide variety of 
music and appreciate the welcoming 
atmosphere and playful energy. Not 
only will the children be educated 
and entertained, but the adults will 
be, too!" 

Founded by Pawtucket native 
Marc Trachtenberg in 2007 at the 
JCC on Manhattan's Upper W est 
Side, Rock-a-Baby has grown 
beyond classes to include CDs, par
ties, concerts and other community 
events. 

With a B.S. in music 
education from New York 
University and more than 
15 years experience as 
a professional song
writer, entertainer and 
educator, Trachtenberg 
takes your average "Mommy 
and me music class" to a 
new level. "After years 
of teaching by day and 
gigging by night," said 
Trachtenberg, "I saw an 
opportunity to blend my 
musical background into 
something inspiring for 

Providence Kollel brings rabbinical students here to teach 
Celebratory BBQ/or 

Providence Kolle! 
and SEED participants 
PROVIDENCE-The 
Providence Community Kolle! 
hosted a summer SEED program, 
where post high school rabbinical 
students from Baltimore's Ner 
Israel Rabbinical College joined 
the community for rwo weeks to 
study and teach. 

Eli Gordon of Toronto; Josh 
Reich of Lawrence, N.Y.; Shmuli 
Berdugo of Buffalo, N.Y.; Akiva 
Wexler of Toronto and Yehoshua 
Ungar of Far Rockaway, N.Y. 
staffed this year's program. 

ON JULY 21, Providence Kolle! 
SEED participants enjoy a 

closing BBQ, including, from 
left, Rabbi Dovid Bielory, 

Meir Rubenstein, 
Eli Gordon, Dr. Michael 

Felder, 
Rabbi Raphie Schochet, 

Josh Reich and 
Shmuli Berdugo. 

young audiences, and their grown
ups too." 

He continued, "We are excited to 
partner with JCCRI to bring Rock
a-Baby to the Providence commu
nity. We want to foster a love of 
music at an early age, through the 
repetition of rhythm and improvi
sation, using musical instruments 
made for children, melodic recogni
tion, hand and body movement and 
more all help to stimulate infants 
and toddlers development." 

As the Rock-a-Baby theme song 
claims, "With songs from Bach to 
hip-hop - we'll put on a show, we're 
not gonna stop!" 

Classes begin in September. R egister 
at the JCCRI at 861-8800 or jccri. 
org. Tuesday and 1hursday classes for 
children, ages 4-months to 24-months, 

are 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.; 

a.m.. Wednesday 
· classes for children, 
ages 24-months to 

4-years, are 6:15 
p.m.- 7p.m. 

For more 
infonnah'on, visit 

www.rock-a-baby.net 
or contact Stephanie 

Trachtenberg at 
Stephanie@roclr.-a
baby.net or 524-
5120. 

MUD AND WATER - perfect for 
play. A rain shower 
provided additional 

entertainment 
for this young child. 

The EarlY Snowbird 
Gcfs fhc Reward! 

wwwjvhri.org 

.. 
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Friday 
August6 
Camp Gan Israel Open Day 

Carnival, music with John Nel
son, piua lunch, arts and crafts, 
ch all ah baking, Shabbat party. 
For children ages 3-12. 

Cha bad Chai Center, 3871 Post 
Rd., Warwick 

9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (for 3- and 
4-year olds: 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.) 

$10 per child 

More info: 884-7888 or rabbi@ 
rabbiwarwick.com 

"The Full Monty" at Theatre by 
the Sea 

Theatre By The Sea, 364 Cards 
Pond Road, Matunuck 

Opening weekend performances 
Friday at 8 p.m, Saturday at 4:30 
and 8:30 p.m. and Sunday at 3 
and 8 p.m: 

All other performances: Tuesday 
through Friday at 8 p.m., Thurs-

. days at 2 p.m., Saturdays at 4:30 
and 8:30 p.m. and Sundays at 5 
p.m. licket prices from $39 - $49. 
The show runs through Aug. 29. 

More info: www.theatrebythe
sea.com or 782-8587. 

Sunday 
August8 
Morning of Learning 

"Informed Consent in Halakhah" 
with Rabbi Aryeh Klapper and the 
Fellows of the Center for Modern 
Torah Leadership 

Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
Camp St, Providence 

9 a.m. - breakfast, 9:30 a.m. -
lectures and learning 

More info: 621-9393 

Thursday 
August12 
R.I. International Film Festival 
at Hillel 

Three short films, "Arithmetic," 
"Annie's Life in Numbers," 
"Blues" and "Keeping the 
Kibbutz," screened at 6 p.m. 
followed by a feature-length film, 
"Jews and Baseball: An Ameri
can Love Story." 

Brown RISO Hillel, 

80 Brown St, Providence 

6 p.m. - 3 short films 

8 p.m. - "Jews and Baseball" 

More info: 861 -4445 

Tamarisk Concert Series 
Tamarisk's Summer Concert 
series continues with an evening 
of classical guitar and woodwind 
featuring guitarist Matthew Ke
arns. Refreshments included. 

Tama risk Community Room, 3 

Shalom Dr., Warwick 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: Jo-Ann at 732-0037 

Friday 
August13 
The JCCRl's Senior Cafe - Meet 
the Candidate 

Enjoy a hot kosher meal and 
meet candidate Elizabeth 
Roberts, who is running to retain 
her current position as Rhode 
Island's lieutenant governor. 

The Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island (JCCRI), 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

Noon - lunch; 12:45 p.m. - pro
gram 

$3 for 60+/under 60 and disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861-8800, e><t. 107. 

The JCCR/ hosts the Senior Cafe 
every Wednesday and Friday. 

Shalom to Shabbat 
Unwind and nosh before Shabbat 
services. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7 p.m. - wine and cheese; 7:30 
p.m. - services 

More info: 785-1800 

Sunday 
August15 
Torat Yisrael Family Picnic 

Masonic Lodge, 116 Long St, 
Warwick 

11 a.m. -fun and games, noon -
lunch 

$5 per person, $25 maximum per 
family. 

More info: 785-1800 

R.1. International Film Festival 
atJCCRI 

Two short films, "Esther & Me" 
and "Mig og Jederiet(Me and 
the Jewish Thing)," screened 
at 2 p.m. A feature length film, 
"Valentina's Mother," follows. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence 

2 p.m. -2 short films 

4 p.m. - "Valentina's Mother" 

More info: 861-4445 

Monday 
August16 
JERI Satellite Office Hours: 
"famous Jewish Athletes" 

JERI Director Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director Ethan Adler 
are available to counsel seniors 
and their families. Ethan is also 
available for pastoral counseling. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandeville Court, Wakefield 

CALENDAR 
1- 2:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
August17 
Temple Torat Yisrael's East 
Greenwich Lunch & Learn 

Topic : "Israel: Politics and Reli
gion." Participants order from 
the menu and Rabbi Amy Levin 
leads the discussion. 

Ts Restaurant, 5600 Post Rd., 
East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 pm 

More info: 785-1800 

Wednesday 
August18 
Senior Cafe at Torat Yisrael 

Whole Foods Marketing Team 
Leader Chrissy Teck will speak 
about fresh produce in "Health 
Starts Here." 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11 :15 a.m. - program; noon -
lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+/under 
60 and disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781-1771 

Temple Torat Yisrael hosts the · 
Senior Cafe every Monday 
through Friday. 

Thursday 
August19 
Temple Torat Yisrael's Cranston/ 
Warwick Lunch & Learn 

See August 17 entry for more 

information. 
Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 War
wick Ave., Warwick 

Noon -1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

JERI August Satellite Hours 

See August 16 entry for more 
information. 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

1 :30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Adoption Options' Information 
Session 

Licensed adoption workers will 
be available to provide informa
tion and answer questions. 

Adoption Options, 959 North 
Main St, Providence 

6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at331 -5437 
or www.AdoptionOptions.org. 

The Alef List Happenings for 
Hip Jews - Ladies' Night 

Relax with young Jewish profes
sional women in their 20s and 
30s; shopping, appetizers and 
cocktails. 

J Marcel Shoes, 808 Hope St, 
Providence 

7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

More info: Wendy Joe ring at 
421 -4111,e><t 169orwjoering@ 
jfri.org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of 
Consolation 

Dr. Judith Lubiner, a licensed 
psychologist, and Rabbi Amy 
Levin facilitate this bereavement 
group. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

AL ROSEN 

JEWS AND BASEBALL: AN AMERICAN LOVE STORY portrays the contri 
butions of Jewish major leaguers and the special meaning that baseball 
has had in the lives of American Jews. More than a film about sports, 
this is a story of immigration, assimilation, bigotry, heroism, and the 
passing on of traditions. SEE ENTRY FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 12. 

wwwjvhri.org 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
August20 
Temple Beth-El's BBQ and 
Shabbat under the Stars 

Enjoy a barbecue with new and 
prospective members; Shabbat 
service on the patio follows. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

5:30 p.m. - BBQ, 7 p.m. - service 

More info: 331-6070 

Dokshitsky Diaspora Reunion, 
August 20 - 22 

Weekend Reunion enables 
descendants of the Dokshitsky 
Jewish Community to share past 
and present in the company of 
fellow descendants. 

Radisson Airport Hotel, 2081 Post 
Rd., Warwick 

More info: Aaron Ginsburg at 
508-682-3115 or 
info@jewishdokshitsky.org 

Monday 
August23 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See August 16 entry for more 
information. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Rd., Tiverton 

10:30 a.m. - noon 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Tuesday 
August24 
Holocaust Center Teacher 
Workshop 

Brendan Rennert, the grand
son ofTuvia Bielski, the hero 
of "Defiance" leads teacher 
training. 

Light breakfast, lunch and snacks 
are included. 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St, Warwick 

$50 

More info: 453-7860 or 
mzeidman@hercri.org 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue of 

7he Voice & Herald will be pub
lished on Aug. 20. Please send 
calendar items for that issue by 
Aug. 9. 

Calendar items for the Sept. 3 
issue are due Aug. 23. 

Send all calendar items to 
nkirsch@JFRI.org with the sub
ject line of"CALENDAR." 



COMMUNITY 
Coming soon: High 

Holiday services' schedule 
PROVIDENCE- 7he]ewish Voice 
& Herald will publish the schedule 
of High Holiday services in our 
Sept. 3 issue. We need schedul
ing information from everyone by 
Aug. 19; read on for more news! 

We do this as a community ser
vice, but a complete listing can only 
be achieved with the prompt atten
tion of every synagogue, temple, 
Chabad House, Hillel or havurah 
that will hold services. 

Please send complete infor
mation, including what kind of 
service (Rosh Hashanah family 
service, Kol Nidre adult service, 
for example), date, time, location 
name and address, phone number 
and whether the service is open to 
non-members. Include a contact 

name, but not for publication. 
7he Voice & Herald must have 

your information by Aug. 19. 
Send as a Microsoft word docu
ment - not an Excel spread sheet 
- via email (preferred): nkirsch@ 
JFRl.org or regular mail: Nancy 
Kirsch, 7he Jewish Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906. 

We are happy to publish what 
is sent to us; with our limited 
resources, we may not be able 
to reach out again and again to 
those organizations that are not 
responsive. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Questions or concerns? Please con
tact Nancy Kirsch at nkirsch@JFRI. 
orgor421-4111, ext. 168. 

Lady Gaga and Rabbi David 
Wolpe reflect on Elul 

An 'odd couple' 
contribute essays to 

inspirational booklet 
LOS ANGELES - Musings 
from Lady Gaga will be included 
among this year's "Jewels of Elul" -
a collection of 29 short essays that 
provide daily inspiration begin
ning Aug. 11, the first day of the 
Hebrew month ofElul. 

Each "Jewel" in the collection 
provides a reflection on "The Art 
of Beginning Again" from artists, 
politicians, community leaders 
and thinkers. In addition to Lady 
Gaga, contributors include the 
boxer Yuri Foreman, Rabbi D avid 
Wolpe, actress Noa Tishby, Imam 
Jihad Turk, Rabbi Naomi Levy 

and Jeremy Ben Ami. 
New this year are "if" questions 

for each of the daily Jewels and a 
companion musing by leading 
bloggers from around the world 
including, Cecily Kellogg from 
Uppercase Woman, Tamar Fox 
of My Jewish Learning, David 
Abitbol from Jewlicious and Laura 
W eisskopf Bleill of Chambana 
Moms. 

The year's edition will benefit 
the work of Beit T'Shuvah, a resi
dential treatment facility in the 
Los Angeles area for Jews strug
gling with a range of addictive 
behaviors. 

j ewels of Elul, Vol. VI is avail
able as a printed compilation or as 
daily emails beginning Aug. 11th. 7he 
inspirations are free at 
wwwjewelsofalul.com. 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#l Gammons Team 
• Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
Gammons Realty 

~ E-mail: carols1949@gmail.com 
Cl 2005, An independtntlv owned and optrared mffllbtt of Prudffltial Rul Esm, Affiliates, Inc. 

Prudential is a Sfflict maB: of The Prudffltial lnsuranu Company of Amtlica, Equal HousingOpportunity 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 
and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 
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SOME OF THE ALEF LIST attendees at the second Salon Series on July 29 at India 
on Hope Street gather for a quick photo opportunity. 

The Alef List participants learn, 
laugh and nosh 

Bv W ENDY J OER ING 

wjoering@;fri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On July 29, 
a group of young professionals 
heard Rabbi Joel Seltzer speak at 
The AlefList's second Salon Series 
at India on Hope Street in Provi
dence. They mixed and mingled, 
and noshed on delicious Indian 
cuisine. Rabbi Seltzer said, "It was 
so wonderful to see so many bright 
new faces in our Jewish commu
nity. It is clear to me that Provi
dence is a destination for young 

Jewish people." 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode 

Island's The Alef List is a group 
geared for young Jewish profes
sionals in their early 20s and 30s; 
there is no membership fee to join. 

Upcoming events for The Alef 
List participants include a "Ladies 
Evening" on Thursday, Aug. 19 
from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. at J M arcel 
Shoes, on Hope Street in Provi
dence. Complimentary appetizers 
and cocktails will be offered. 

And, on Thursday, Aug. 26, 

the next Salon Series event will 
be held at Rock Spot Climbing, 
in Lincoln, from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Active members can elect to do a 
2-hour climb before or after the 
event; the fee for that climb is S15. 

To RSVP or for more information 
about 7he Alef List, contact Wendy 
f oering at wjoering@JFRl.org or 
421-4111, ext. 169. 

Wendy Joering is the Jewish com
munity concierge at the Jewish Fed
eration of R hode Island. 

__ :rhings You Should Do 

• Act immediately. 
Talk to your lender. The earlier you act, 
the more options you have. 

• Seekhelp. 
If you're not making progress, call a 
HUD - approved counseling agency. 

• Stay involved. 
Fill out all the required paperwork and 
stay in contact throughout the process. 

A safe place to call home is essential for the well-being of you and your family. 
Call the Rhode Island Housing HelpCenter at 401 457-1130 or find a HUD
approved counseling agency at www.HUD.gov. 

RhodelslandHousing 

Call 401 457-1130 ~'" HelP-Center 
@ 

a safe p lace for home help 

www.rhodelslandhousing.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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/J. 0 . Levine 

Send them 
off with The 
Jewish Voice 

&Herald 
Give the 'gift of 
home' to college 

students 
PROVIDENCE - Do you know 
someone heading off to college? 
Whether he or she is a (fearful?) 
freshman, seasoned sen ior or any
thing in between, we want to keep 
them "in the loop" about what's 
happening in Jewish Rhode Island, 
during their academic year. 

While our new Web site (www. 
jvhri.org) is information-packed 
and highly accessible, even today's 
generation will appreciate getting 
mail from home. 

GRADUATES OF SOUTH AREA SOLOMON SCHECHTER School are headed for area high schools. Jane Taubenfeld Cohen, 
the head of school, is front row, center. 

Don't delay - fill out the box, 
below, along with payment of S18 
(free to students attending Rhode 
Island colleges) - so you can give 
the gift of home to your favor
ite college student. It's a perfect 
"going off to college" gift to give to 
your child, grandchild, babysitter 
or family friend! 

South Area Solomon Schechter School graduates 36 
Class o/2010 

come from 11 area 
communities 

NORWOOD, MASS. - Thirty
six boys and girls from 11 towns 
in Rhode Island and Massachu
setts graduated on June 21 from 
the South Area Solomon Schech
ter School in Norwood, Mass. 

During the past academic year, 

the school enrolled 252 students 
from more than 30 communi-
ties. Students from this year's 
eighth grade graduating class are 
residents of Providence, Crans
ton and the Massachusetts cities 
of Sharon, Stoughton, Canton, 
Randolph, Newton, Needham, 
Braintree, Brookline a_nd New 
Bedford. Of the 36 graduates, 
Corey Goldstein, Rachel Mer
noff and Jacob Mukand are from 

Providence, and Daniel Brandes 
and Samuel Usher are from 
Cranston. 

Most graduates plan to attend 
their local high schools, though 
some will matriculate at the 
Gann Academy/New Jewish 
High School in Waltham, Mass. 

'We know that this year's 
graduates will be sad to leave and 
excited by their new beginnings," 
said Jane Taubenfeld Cohen, 

GOLDEN CREST NURSING CENTRE 
Experience counts. 
When your business is taking care of people, you learn a lot 
in 41 years. Lesson number one? Be there when people need 
you most. Since 1969 Golden Crest Nursing Centre has been 
here 24/7 for Rhode Island's elderly, providing the very best 
m: 

COMPREHENSIVE SKILLED NURSING 
SUB-ACUTE REHAB SERVICES 
ALZHEIMER'S CARE 
HOSPICE 

Providing the best is what we do the best, because when it 
comes to caring for a loved one, experience counts. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969 
100 Smithfield Road, North Providence, RI 02904 

401.353.17IO 
GoldenCrestNursingCentre.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

head of school. "They are ready to 
go to high school, ready to move 
to the bigger world, with the tools 
that we have given them." 

1he South Area Solomon Schech
ter School is accredited by the Asso
ciation of Independent Schools in 
New England. For enrollment 
information for children in younger 
kindergarten through grade 8, call 
781-769-SSSS, email smorgan@ 
sassds.org, or visit www.sassds.org. 

·-------- . I I enclose $18 (for any students attending a Rhode Island college or I 
university, the paper is complimentary!) for this gift subscription to 1he 

I Jewish Voice & Herald. I 

_ Check enclosed (payable to 1he Jewish Voice & Herald) 
_ Charge my MC/ VISA 
Card# __________________ _ 

Exp. Dat~------------------
Signature _________________ _ 

YourNam.~·------------------
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WORLD 
The Freud Museum 

offers a new 
perspective 

Bv NANCY WOLPERT RACH MAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

LONDON - Last August, I took 
my third trip - and my husband's 
first - to London. As I had seen 
Westminster Abbey, Big Ben, the 
British Museum and National 
Portrait Gallery and other attrac
tions in earlier visits, I wanted to 
see some new sites. 

When I perused my guidebooks 
and the Internet, I discovered the 
Freud Museum. I, who work in a 
completely different field, men
tioned it to my psychoanalyst 
husband, Arnold, to gauge his 
interest. It promptly made our "to 
do" list. 

The Freud Museum! What was 
I thinking? The father of psycho
analysis, Freud was supposed to 
be austere and remote. He sat in 
a chair while his patients, talking 
nonstop and reclining on a couch, 
didn't even look at him. Did he 
ever respond? 

What would be there? Would 
it be a somber building with long 
corridors filled with somber por
traits of Freud? 

I love the concept of "Freud
ian slips." In a silly moment, I 
wondered if the museum would 
include an exhibit of women's silk 
and satin slips with appropriate 
phrases printed on them? 

tation rooms and seating options 
for their patients. Would there be 
a floor filled with couches? 

My husband has dedicated 
his career to studying and writ
ing about Sandor Ferenczi, the 
Hungarian psychoanalyst who, 
until Ferenczi developed his own 
theories and methodologies, was 
Freud's favorite disciple. With 

"As we entered the two-story foyer, 
l knew this was no staid museum. 

lt was a home." 

And the couch - the icon of psy
chotherapy. I remembered a New 
York Times article about several 
therapists describing their consul-

some negative feelings toward 
Freud in my home, I was under
standably apprehensive. 

The day we went to the museum 

August 4-
August 29 

The grin and bare
it-all hit musical 
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accent to ask the driver to take us 
to the Freud Museum. I was sure 
my pronunciation was correct. 

"What?' he asked in his cultured 
British accent. 

I showed him our tour book 
map. 

"You know where it is?" I asked. 
"Yes," he answered, and off we 

went. 
The streets became more resi

dential with cozy brick houses 
shaded by leafy green trees. The 
taxi turned left, left again and 
stopped. 

"This is it," the driver announced. 
"I have never brought anyone here 
in 40 years of driving a taxi in 
London." 

"What are we getting into?" I 
wondered. "Who would go to a 
place that a London taxi driver 
didn't know?" 

As ~e paid the fare, I whispered 
to my husband, "We've given him 
a good tale to tell at his favorite 
pub." 

As we entered the two-story 
foyer, I knew this was no staid 
museum. It was a home. Sunlight
streamed in from big picture win
dows and the decor was cozy and 

was atypical for London - warm 
and sunny. When we jumped into 

a taxi near Harrod's, I used my best 
hybrid New York/New England 
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Snrnmertime pasta and simple salad 

BY SUSANNE STAHLEY 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

SUMMERTIME enter
taining should be easy and 
relaxed. No one wants to 
stand over a hot stove in 

the heat. This simple meal can be 
prepared beforehand with only 
minimal assembly necessary when a 
couple or a crowd follows you home 
from the beach. 

Both recipes serve 4. 

Simple - and simply 
delectable - pasta 

Ingredients 

1/4 cup pine nuts 
6 tablespoons olive oil 
1 cup packed basil 
1 pint little tomatoes (Splendido/ 

cherry) 
8-ounce package of fresh buffalo 

mozzarella (mini balls) drained 
1/2 cup finely grated aged Par-

mesan cheese 
4 garlic cloves 
lpound penne pasta 
Salt (coarse) 
Pepper (fresh ground) 

Method 

The first four steps, below, can be 
done hours before the meal. Simply 
keep the ingredients separate and 
covered in the refrigerator. 

Toast the pine nuts in 2 table
spoons of olive oil over medium 
heat in a skillet. Make sure to stir 

frequently. Pine nuts are done when 
they are light brown and fragrant (1 
to l -and-1/2 minutes). Reserve pine 
nuts and oil. 

Finely chop the basil. 
Slice little tomatoes in half. Put 

aside 1/4 of the tomatoes for the 
salad. 

Finely chop the garlic. 
Boil penne pasta until al dente. 

If you can find fresh pasta, it is a 
dream. 

Combine all ingredients (pine 
nuts and oil from pine nuts, basil, 
tomatoes, baby buffalo mozzarella, 
Parmesan cheese, garlic and penne 
pasta). 

Add remaining 4 tablespoons of 
olive oil, salt and pepper to taste. 

Serve with a simple salad and 
your meal is complete! 

A simple salad 
Ingredients 

Green leaf lettuce 
Red leaflettuce 
Little tomatoes 
6 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar 
Salt (coarse) 
Pepper (fresh ground) 

Method 

Whisk together oil and vinegar 
and salt and pepper to taste. Toss 
with lettuce :ind tomatoes. 

These recipes can easily be dou
bled to feed a crowd. Pasta tastes 
delicious as leftovers the next day. 

China Inn 
a taste of china i11 toiv11 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes from the 
East Side, China Inn has received "The Best of' award many 
times from local Rhode Island publications and has butlt a rep
utation for offering delicious, authentic Chinese cuisine for its. 
30 plus years ofbusiness.1he classy interior of our restaurant 
helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple
ments the simple, clean decor of the dining area, and which 
makes it stand out among the average Chinese restaurants in 
the surrounding area. 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRIVATE PARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Call 401.723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket and East Side 

40 1.723.3960 I 285 Main Street Pawtucket, RJ 02860 I www.chinainnri.com 

Susanne Stahley enjoys feeding a 
crowd on the East Side of Providence. 
An avid interior decorator, she also 
designs children's accessories for her 
company, Das Bah Designs. Contact 
her at susannestahley@yahoo.com. 
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Other salad 
samplings 
Summertime 
salads satisfy 

BY VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI. org 

TIE COOKBOOK, Ihe 
ewish Kitchen, Recipes and 
toriesfromAround the World, 

by Clarissa Hyman, notes: "Every 
Tunisian cook has their own recipe 
for this favorite salad, which can be 
served unadorned, garni, as a con
diment, or an appetizer or entree. 
Worth making up in large amounts, 
as it keeps well in the fridge." 

The Jewish Kitchen, Recipes and Stories from Around the World 

Tunisian pepper & tomato salad 
Ingre dients (per serving) 

1 red pepper and the same weight 
in ripe tomatoes 

1 garlic clove, unpeeled 
juice of half a lemon 
extra virgin olive oil 
salt, to taste 

Optional ingredients 

good qualjty canned tuna 
hard-boiled eggs 
black and/or green olives 
capers 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 425. 
A rrange the peppers, tomatoes 

and unpeele<;I garlic in a baking pan 
and roast for about 30 minutes until 
the peppers are blackened in place -
turn over at least once. 

Remove and place the peppers in 
a sealed plastic bag for 15 minutes 
to help the skin slide off more easily. 
Remove the seeds - it helps to have 
a bowl of cold water at hand so you 

can keep rinsing your fingers to pre
vent the seeds sticking to them. 

Rub the skin off the tomatoes, 
and squeeze the garlic pulp from its 
skin. 

Put all the vegetables on a board 
and chop into small pieces. Drain 
off any extra juices. 

Place the chopped vegetables in a 
large bowl and season with lemon 
juice, olive oil and salt. 

Mix carefully and chill for at least 
3 hours. 

Serve garnished, as desired, with 
tuna, eggs, olives and capers. 

Perez family bulgur & 
chickpea salad 

The recipe notes, "It is filling, 
makes a lot and is easy." 

Ingredients 

5/8 cup medium bulgur 
1/2 cup olive or vegetable oil 
1/2 cup lemon juice 
salt and pepper 
1 bunch scallions, chopped 

If you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza!_ 

51·00 OFF 
a delicious 12-piece pizza 

The ORIGINAL 

CASERTA 
PIZZERIA 
A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 

Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

20-ounce can chickpeas, drained 
1 bunch parsley, finely chopped 
5 ounces carrots, grated 

Method 

Soak the bulgur according to the 
package instructions, then drain, 
squeezing well to get rid of excess 
moisture. 

Beat the bi!, lemon juice and sea
sonings together and mix into the 
bulgur. 

Put in the bottom of a glass serv
ing bowl. Layer, in this order, the 
scallions, chickpeas, parsley and 
carrots. Cover and chill. 

Toss the salad just before serving. 
Serves 8. 

Smoked salmon citrus salad 
Ingredients 

8 ounces smoked salmon torn into 
strips (use a mild Jewish smoke, not 
a strong oak-wood smoked salmon) 

2 oranges (preferably blood 
oranges), all pith and membrane 
removed, and segmented or sliced 

2 red onions, finely sliced 
3-and-1/2 ounces, green or black 

(optional) 
fresh salad leaves or basil 

Dressing ingredients 

4 tablespoons extra visgin olive 
oil 

2 tablespoons lemon juice 
salt and black pepper 

Method 

Arrange the smoked salmon, 
oranges and onions on a large serv
ing dish. Scatter with the salad 
leaves or basil. 

Make the dressing by whisking 
all the ingredients together. 

Drizzle over the salad and toss 
gently before serving. 

Serves 4. 

These recipes are from Ihe 
Jewish Kitchen, Recipes and Stories 
from Around the World, by Clar
issa Hyman, published in 2004 by 
Interlink Publishing Group, Inc. 



B00l{S 
BOOKS filled 

with information, 
intrigue and 
inspiration 

From Page 2 

the West Bank with five children, 
Dena has no idea that Yona is 
coming - and once she does, wants 
nothing to do with her. 

WHAT BRINGS SALVATION? 

A former drug addict in New 
York, Mark found salvation - and 
a new life - through religion. H e 
made a meager living in Jerusalem 
teaching Torah and Talmud, but 
his growing estrangement from 
Orthodoxy coincides with a short 

"Married with flve 
children, and a 

settler in the West 
Bank, Dena has no 

idea that Yona is 
coming." 

visit back home to teach at a yeshiva 
and to visit his parents - Jewish in 
name only and disapproving of his 
lifestyle. 

Aaron - the character I found 
the least fully formed - is the 
nebbishy son of a famous author 
whose Holocaust-themed novels 
earn plenty of money, but scath
ing reviews. At loose ends, Aaron 

ROBERT WAXLER is the co
founder of the Center of Jewish 
Culture at the University of Massa
chusetts at Dartmouth, he served 
as the Center's co-director for 
15 years. He holds degrees from 
Brown, Boston College and Stony 
Brook College SUNY. He is an 
English professor at UMass Dart
mouth. Contact him at rwaxler@ 
umassd.edu. 

Courage to Walk 

travels to Israel and embraces a 
new "family" - a violent and far
right group. 

Through the relationships 
between Yona and Dena, Mark 
and his parents and Aaron and the 
members of the fringe group, the 
book explores the implications of 
blind and unwavering fervor for a 
cause. 

Aaron's character is unsavory, 
at best. "There's a real challenge 
in writing about problematic 
and unlikeable characters," said 
Leegant. "I don't want to white-

Paperback, Spinner Publications 
June2010 

ISBN: 978-093-202764-1 

JOAN LEEGANT is a former 
attorney who taught writing at 
Harvard for eight years. Since 
2007, she has lived half the year 
in Tel Aviv, where she is a visiting 
writer at Bar-llan University, and 
half the year in the U.S. To con
tact Leegant or learn more about 

wash them but I want readers to 
keep reading." She drew on her 
experiences of fellow college stu
dents during the 1960s caught up 
in Vietnam W ar protests. "I had to 
find compassion for this unlikeable 
character." 

Will Dena and Yona reconcile? 
Will Mark .make peace with his 
disapproving father? Will Aaron 
find a healthier "family" than the 
one he embraced? What happens 
when Aaron's actions impact Mark 
and Dena? Read Wherever You Go 
to find out. 

upcoming Rhode Island area read
ings, visit www.joanleegant.com. 

Wherever You Go 
Hardback, W.W. Norton & Com

pany 
July2010 
ISBN: 978-0-393-05476-7 

Got strong ideas? Get strong coffee 
Bv VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - We want a 
few good men ... and women ... with 
strong ideas about the challenges 
and opportunities facing this year's 
political candidates. The Commu
nity Relations Council (CRC) and 
The Jewish Voice & Hemldwill hold a 
"kitchen cabinet" breakfast meeting 
on Monday, Oct. 4, at 9 a.m., when 
a diverse group of Jewish Rhode 
Islanders will share their recom
mendations, insights and advice. 

This is an especially dynamic elec
tion year, with so many open races 
and so many challenging issues 
facing Rhode Island and, indeed, 
the nation. W e want people of all 
ages {voting eligible), men and 
women, from Westerly to Woon
socket and points in between, who 

are engaged by political issues to 
apply to _the "kitchen cabinet." 

We will be inviting a dozen or 
so individuals to participate in the 
"kitchen cabinet." If you're selected, 
we'll take your ideas - in exchange 
for a cup of coffee and a light break
fast. 

With so many issues and chal
lenges facing our future elected offi
cials, we owe it to ourselves tb dig 
deep and probe. 

We wa;,t you! If you want to par
ticipate or have questions, contact 
Marty Cooper at 421-4111, ext. 171 
or mcooper@JFRI.org, or Nancy 
Kirsch at 421-4111, ext. 168 or 
nkirsch@JFRI.org, and put ELEC
TIONS in the subject line. 

Please note: If you are a candi
date far elective office, an immedi
ate family member ef a candidate, or 
working on a campaign in a paid or 
senior unpaid position, please don't 
apply to participate in the kitchen 
cabinet. 

The Jewish Federation (and the 
CRC and The Jewish Voice & Herald) 
neither endorse nor support any politi
cal candidates, parties or causes. Ibis 
and other political forums are for infor-
mation and education purposes only. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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MUSEUM provided more than a traditional tourist attraction 

From Page 13 

comfortable. You could imagine 
someone walking in at the end of 
the day, taking off his or her coat 
and hat and calling to a loved one. 
Was Freud part of this familial 
warmth? 

The Freud family - Freud, his 
wife Martha, sister-in-law Minna 
Bernays, daughter Anna and 
housemaid Paula Ficht! - moved 
to London from Vienna in 1938, as 
Vienna was increasingly dangerous 
for Jews, especially a famous one. 
Freud was 82 and in poor health; 
he would only live another year. 

The contents of Freud's Aus
trian apartment were shipped to 
London - everything in his office 
and study, including the furnish
ings, books, paintings, his massive 
collection of archeological artifacts 
and the couch. 

The couch! I walked into what 
had been his study and listened to 
the audio commentary and stood 
in awe. There it was - draped by an 
Oriental rug and cushioned with 
pillows - one of the most famous 
pieces of furniture. 

This is where Freud practiced -
it happened here, on this couch. 
H ere, his patients spoke of their 
dreams, nightmares, childhood 
memories and fears and joys in 
a way that created psychoana
lytic therapy. That therapy would 
impact humanity and become an 
integral part of our modern cul
ture in both serious and comical 
ways - who hasn't seen cartoons of 
a patient on a couch and a psycho
analyst who re~embled a bearded, 
stern Freud? 

This was not a prearranged 
museum exhibit or a cold, austere 
room. It was welcoming - with 
paintings, books and archeological 
artifacts. Next to the couch was 
the green, barrel-shaped chair that 
Freud used. 

After a moment of reflection, 
I went to my husband, the psy-

choanalyst, as he witnessed such 
an historic place. How would he 
react? Would he share my feelings? 
Did he imagine, as I did, what had 
occurred here? 

I was in suspense while we 
walked through the rest of the 

house, with its sunny first floor 
landing a cozy spot with chairs, 
table and plants. Then, he turned 
to me and said, "What a wonder
ful setting. I could see myself sit
ting here and writing." 

W e watched a video about the 
Freud family's departure from 
Vienna. We watched Anna doting 

on her ill father and saw, in grainy, 
black and white film, scenes of a 
birthday party for Freud. Until 
this video, I had never seen a photo 
of Freud smiling. 

W e heard Freud speak, kindly 
and modestly, about his work in a 

Jn concert With Natu11 
Blackstone Parks Conse,vancy ~ 

July 28 ................................ LatinJazz 

August 11 ...................... Gnomes - Folk 

August 25 ............... Duke Ellington Tribute 

September 15 ........ Aurea with Chris Turner 

A gift to the community from Butler Hospital 

Rain location: Ray Hall 

at B utler Hospital 
L imited seating available 
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BBC radio interview. Could this 
be Freud, the individual we saw as 
cold, authoritarian and non-com
municative? 

We signed a guest book and 
stopped in the garden, the site of 
the videotaped birt!,day party. 
Again, I imagined Freud here 
enjoying his family, friends, asso-

ciates and yes, the dogs. 
We left the garden and the 

Freud Museum, a place where· we 
were privileged to experience the 
lesser-known personal side of one 
of the most important men of our 
time. 

Freud was authoritarian, aloof 
and stern. H owever, I experienced 
a more human side of Freud at the 
museum where I was able to step 
into his life. 

I asked my husband what he 
wrote in the guest book. 

"I appreciated seeing Freud as 
a 'mensch,' as a real human being," 
he wrote. That Yiddish word, 
"mensch," dose to Freud's native 
German, perfectly described what 
we witnessed and felt on that 
warm London afternoon. 

Nancy Wolpert Rachman, a native 
of Providence, now works in New 

"The couch! There 
it was - draped 

by an Oriental rug 
and cushioned 

with pillows. Next 
to the couch was 
the green, barrel
shaped chair that 

Freud used." 

York City and Miami Beach. Contact 
her at nancyrachman@yahoo.com. 

Brier & Brier 
245 Waterman Street #505 

Providence, Rhode Island • 02906 

401-751-2990 
Fax:401-223-3020 
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CHAZON MISSION PARTICIPANTS pose with two American lone 
Soldiers serving in the Israel Defense Forces. 

PROGRAMS flourishing, thanks to JFRI support 
From Page 1 

crazy people like us to make deci
sions and take actions to make our 
Jew ish communities better." 

During the five-day trip, the 
group spent time meeting with 
participants in programs the JFRJ 
Annual Campaign funds in Israel, 
including the Emunah Center for 
abused and neglected children in 
our partnership city of Afula. 

O ur dollars provide an art ther
apy program that allows children 
to market and sell their crafts. The 
money they receive helps pay for 
college and general living expenses. 

Shlomo Kessel, director of the 
Emunah Center, told the story 
of Elan, the manager of the art 
therapy program. "He was scared 
to talk to himself in a dark room 
before he came here. Now, he is 
leading a group of teens handling 
scheduling, production, marketing, 
design and sales. We work with 
every child who comes here to find 
his or her strength, grow their skills 
and help them overcome their trau
matic pasts to have bright futures." 

Along with funding programs 
for at-risk children, the JFRI 
Annual Campaign funds programs 
for seniors in Israel just as we do in 
Rhode Island. 

O ne such program, Support
ive Community for the Elderly, 
provides community center pro
gramming for seniors and, more 
importantly, two "house fathers" 
who provide basic maintenance and 
assistance in seniors' homes when
ever needed. 

"Although I don't speak Hebrew, 
I understood when Goldie [one of 
the senior residents] said Shlomo's 
name practically every other word," 
said Michael Pimental, a partici
pant on the mission. "Her face lit up 
and she smiled - it was clear that, 
without Shlomo, Goldie would not 
be in a good living situation." 

Shlomo and Yossi, the two 
"house fathers" each have nearly 
150 seniors who they personally 
visit on a regular basis to provide 
routine assistance around the house 
and coordinate other services. 

"Back in Providence, I have 
become surprisingly passionate 

about gardening," said Jeff Padwa, 
another mission participant. "In 
Kiryat Gat, we saw a community 
garden being run by older Ethio
pian men as a way to bring dig
nity to them, allow them to feel 
valued in their family and provide 
a social outlet for them with other 
men in similar positions. Domestic 
violence caused by the stress of a 
dramatic change in family culture 
between Ethiopia and Israel has 
been significantly reduced because 
of such programs. I never realized 
the impact growing tomatoes could 
have on an entire immigrant com
munity in Israel." 

Mission participant Mel Blake 
connected with a young adult we 
met on the trip. We spent dinner 
with three Lone Soldiers - young 
Americans who decided to move 
to Israel and join the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF). Max, 19, and from 
Brooklyn, told his mother he 
wanted to move to Israel and serve 
in the IDF after he completed a 
month-long program during his 
sophomore year in high school. His 
mother thought it was a phase until 
he graduated high school and called 
his local shaliach. 

"Max did not have a real plan, 
except he knew in his heart he 
belonged in Israel. Now, he serves 
in the ID F in an infantry unit and 
will probably make aliyah when he 
is finished," said Mel. "Our support 
allows his mother to visit him in 
Israel and provides him with basic 
supplies and rental assistance while 
he is in the army, and will help with 
his college education in Israel if he 
chooses to stay. We are fortunate 
to sit on the sidelines and donate 
money to help kids like Max who 
are on the frontlines guaranteeing a 
strong and secure Israel." 

Jill Padwa, mission participant 
and Alison Walter, co-chair of 
JFRI's Young Leadership Network 
made connections between the 
work we do in Israel and the work 
we do in Rhode Island. "In Israel, 
every child goes to a Jewish day 
school! Imagine if that opportu
nity were afforded to every child in 
Rhode Island," said Alison. 

As a board member of the Jewish 

Community Center of R.I., Jill saw 
the myriad programs for seniors, 
young adults, arts and culture and 
children that we fund in Israel. 
"So much of what we saw can be 
translated into successful programs 
in Rhode Island," said Jill. "We 
have the chance to build stronger 
relationships between the staff, 
participants and lay leaders of our 
programs and those of our Israeli 
counterparts." 

BRAD WALTER, the co-chair of the Young leadership Network, 
"runs" with Elijah, a student at the Beit Singer School, a school for 
at-risk youth. Elijah is the current Israeli champion for the 800m run 
and an Olympic hopeful. 

The purpose of the Chazon Mis
sion is to bring current and emerg
ing campaign leadership to learn 
firsthand of the work we do over
seas. W hen they return, they share 
their experiences and stories with 
community members in Rhode 
Island with an unparalleled enthu
siasm and passion. 

If it was up to me and funding 
was no issue, we would take every 
Jewish Rhode Islander on a Chazon 
Mission - it's that powerful. 

"We traveled around the country, 
in the hot sun, from 7 a.m. to 10 
p.m., met dozens of people ben
efiting from our work, took copi
ous notes on everything we saw, 
had homework at night, work and 
family pressures awaiting us back 
in the States," said Susan Leach 
DeBiasio. "I can say unequivocally 

Orchard Cove 
The art of living well. 
Life at Orchard Cove gives you unlimited 
opportunities to socialize and stay active. 

concert .. . o r just enjoy a really good nosh. 

As a Hebrew Seniorlife community, O rchard Cove 
has the support of an organization with over a 
century of experience in senior health. 

O ur apartments overlook a 38-acre campus that 
includes walking tra ils, a tennis court, indoor pool 
and much more. O ur proximity to Boston makes 
it easy to enjoy everyth ing the city has to offer. 

Let's have lunch! Call today for your personal 
visit and a great corned beef sandwich. 
Experience the warmth and openness of 
Orchard Cove today: 781-821-1730. 

#. Orchard Cove 
Hebrew Senior Life 

A vibrant senior living community 

wwwjvhri.org 

that, not only was it worth every 
minute and every bit of energy, it 
was also the most powerful Jewish 
experience I have ever had. I cannot 
wait to go back to Israel." 

The Chazon M ission is a JFRl
sponsored mission for current and 
emerging campaign leadership and 
is f unded by a grant from the ]FRI 
Endowment Fund. For more infor
mation, contact Bradley L aye at 421-
4111, ext. 173 or blaye@jFRl.org. 
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The Best family road trip 
Camping across 

America 

Bv N 1K1 B EHELOWITZ 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

HEN MY 
husband earned 
a sabbatical, 
we wanted to 
do something 

monumental with the opportu
nity. With two young children 
and a modest budget, though, our 
options seemed limited. 

With a little creativity and a 
whole lot of bravery, we eventually 
settled on a 78-day cross-country 
camping trip to see America in all 
its glory. Little did we know that 
we were about to embark on the 
journey of a life time. 

., 

"We visited 22 
museums, 12 

nationa1 parks, nine 
presidentia1 grave 
sites, three ha11s 
of fame and one 

aquarium." 

stone National Park. 
We nearly ran out of gas in 

Big Sur and had a car accident in 
Nevada. But, th rough it all , we 
learned to work together to over
come our challenges and maintai n 
a healthy perspective. 

Undertaking a trip of this mag
nitude was no easy task. We outfit
ted the four of us for every type of 
weather condition from sun-filled 
desert days to chilly mountain 
nights. Our sleeping arrangements 
consisted of four 3-season sleeping 
bags atop 1-inch air mattresses, all 
tightly wedged into an 8' x 8' tent. 

'THIS IS THE 'REAL DEAL' - not Photoshopped! From left, Alex, Niki, Madeleine and Sam Best 
visit the Grand Canyon. 

We returned home on our 16th 
wedding anniversary with count
less new memories and a family 
bond tighter than ever. Space pre
vented us from buying many sou
veni rs, so we picked up magnets 
as reminders of our travels, 66 in 
all. Every time we open or close 
the refrigerator, they remind us of 
some crazy experience, be it an ele
vator ride up the Gateway A rch or 
a stroll around M ount Rushmore. 

We designed a mobile kitchen 
and a flexible menu, capable of 
feeding two vegetarians, a fish
eater and an omnivore a range 
of healthy meals for 2-and-1/2 
months. M ost importantly, we fig
ured out a way to cram it all into a 
H onda CRV and a roof box with 
just enough legroom fo r the four of 
us to squeeze in. 

Our itinerary would take us to 

25 states, through every region of 
the count ry. W e checked out cities 
such as C incinnati, San Antonio, 
San Francisco, and Minneapolis 
and such small towns as Yellow 
Springs, Ohio and Gardiner, 
M ont. 

W e visited 22 museums, 12 
national parks, nine presidential 
grave sites, five state highpoints, 
three halls of fa me, two zoos and 

o ay to ru 
• • 
JCCfl 

one aquarium. 
We saw everything - from a 

mountain lion to a black bear to an 
elephant seal - and often too close 
for comfort. 

Along the way, we pushed our
selves to take chances, try new 
things and expand our horizons. 
W e sledded down 25-foot gypsum 
sand dunes in New M exico and 
spelunked in Carlsbad Caverns. 

or walk! 

9th annual SK ROAD RACE 
and 

East Side Pediatrics 

YOUTH RACES 

first annual 
Joe Mann Memorial 

1.5 Mile Walk 

sunday, sept. 12 
~UL sponsored by 

~ ~ The Miriam Hospital 
771\\\: A Lifespan Partner 

register online: www.strands.com/events 

or call the JCC for more info: 401.861.8800 

wwwjvhri.org 

We bathed in hot springs 
and swam in bottomless lakes. 
We hiked down into the Grand 
Canyon and to the top of H arney 
Peak. We swam in the world 's 
largest swi mming pool, walked the 
first concrete road in America, and 
were photographed with aliens in 
Roswell, N.M . We tas ted barbe
cue in M emphis and fi sh tacos in 
San D iego. We stood where Elvis 
sang and Kennedy was shot. 

'TI1e journey was not without 
its mishaps. O ur tent broke in the 
middle of southern Ohio. C ritters 
invaded our food box in Missou ri. 
We dodged tornadoes in Illinois 
and survived marble-sized hail in 
South D akota. O ur daughter got 
chiggers in Texas and my husband 
got a strep infection in Yellow-

Better still , they show our fami ly 
that every day can be an adventure 
if we set our minds to it and work 
together to pull it off. 

Niki Berelowitz Best is a mental 
health counselor who has lived in 
Providence far nine years. She's been 
married 17 years and is the proud 
mother of two beautiful children and 
one stubborn puppy. Contact her at 
Shkedwnst@cox. net. 

Her husband, Sam Best, is a p ro
fessor of political science at the Un i
versity of Connecticut. H e enjoys 
highpointing (climbing the highest 
point in each state}, visiting presi
dential grave sites and spending time 
with his family. 

A HUGE GLASS-BOTTOMED walkway has been built over the 
Grand Canyon - now, visitors to northwest Arizona can swallow 

their fear and finally look down. 



Serious pediatric 
illness leads to 

career and book 

L YNN Ducorr B ELK IN 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald 

R SEVERAL YEA RS 
have wanted a posi tion 
here I can combine 
y degrees (a masters 

in business administration and a 
masters of science in child life) 
with my passion for "giving back." 

Today, I am doing precisely that, 
and in more ways than one! 

I g rew up in Rhode Island, the 
daughter of Robert and D iane 
Ducoff. A fter graduating from 
Wheeler School in 1999, I earned 
a business degree at George W ash
ington University in W ashing ton. 
D .C. 

"Home in Time for 
My Birthday offers 
encouragement to 
chi1dren facing a 

serious diagnosis." 

After a year of service with 
Americorps, I earned an MBA 
from Johnson & W ales University 
in Providence. Following my true 
passion. I then earned a masters 
of science in child life from Bank 
Street School of Education in New 

Childbirth choices 
B Y M EHAV MINK IN 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

nHAVING A BABY 
~I/ is simple and com

plex at the same 
ti me. O n the one 

hand, you think, "W omen have 
been doing this for thousands of 
years . . . if they did it, so can I !" 

On the other hand, you have 
images of chaotic movie birth 
scenes and your best friend's hor
rific birth saga - leaving you in a 
confusion of birthing myth versus 
reality. 

The truth is, you have a choice 
about your birthing experience. 
You can select the care provider 
that suits you best, the birth set
ting that is ideal for you, and you 
can learn how to best prepare for 
this life-altering event. W hether 
you hope for a delivery with no 
medications or you are slated 
for an epidu ral, your childbirth 
choices w ill make a las ting impact 
on your experience and your baby's 
first moments of li fe . 

The most important compo
nent of creati ng a positive birth ing 
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Offering hope to ill patients 

LYNN DUCOFF BELKIN 

York. 
Today, I use the skills from 

both those degrees as a G reat 
Escapes Coord inator for Starlight 
C hildren's Foundation of New 
E ngland (www.sta rlightneweng
land .org), an organization that 
improves the quality of life for 
children with serious medical con
di tions through entertainment and 
family activit ies. 

I was once a young patient with 
a bra in tumor - and that experi
ence helps me relate to the young 
children I help in my job. Based on 
my childhood experience, I wrote 
and published Home in Time for 
My Birthday, a book that offers a 
perspective of hope and encour
agement to children facing a seri
ous diagnosis, associated medical 
treatment and/or hospitalization. 

The book is also intended for the 
ill child's fa mily members, fri ends 
and classmates. 

The process of composing the 
manuscript began when I was for
mulating my thesis project for my 
graduate degree in child life. A 
child ren's librarian at Bank Street 
College presented the initial idea 
for the book - offering a sense of 
hope. Through the in itial compo
sition stages, I was able to work 
with established children's book 
authors and noteworthy leaders in 
the child life profession. 

With the guidance of a publish
ing company, www.Selfpublishing. 
com, I eventually self-published 
Home in Time for My Birthday. 
Self-publishing seemed to be the 
right path for my book - it's been 
a very interesting and worthwhile 

proc,;ss. 
W ith positive feedback from 

doctors, child life specialists, 
members of related healthcare 
fields and fa milies, I hope that the 
book will be a valuable resource 
of support and encouragement 
for fa milies dealing with a young 
child's serious medical diagnosis. 

As one physician said, "After 
read ing just the firs t page (A 
note to caregivers, siblings and 
children), a parent will be able to 
breathe." Now focused on publi-

cizing and successfully clistribut
ing my book, I am determined 
to share the positive message of 
unders tanding and encourage
ment with as many young patients 
as possible. 

For more about H ome in Time 
fo r M y Birthday or to contact 
Belkin, visit www.homeintimefor
mybirthday.com. 

Lynn Oucoff Belkin 
Illustrations by Chrissie Vales 

B'Sha'ah tova in due time 
experience is finding a supportive 
doctor or midwife. Ideally, you will 
fi nd a practitioner who listens to 
you and practices evidence-based 
care - care that is proven to have 
the best outcomes for mothers and 
their babies. 

In Rhode Island, we have many 
such doctors and midwives, deliv
ering babies statewide in seven 
fac ilities, as well as attending 
home births. 

D o your research - speak with 

"Preparing for your 
delivery wil1 have 

a 1asting impact on 
your experience." 

a few providers and don't be afraid 
to ask the questions that matter 
to you most. Also, ask around -
speak candidly with those whom 
you trust about their experiences . 

In Rhode Island , visit the 
Rhode Island Birth Network, 

MERAV MINKIN 

www.ribirth.net. The site's pro
vider directory features support
ive doctors and midwives, and 
other practitioners offering a wide 
range of birth-related services. It 

wwwjvhri.org 

includes tips for writi ng 
a bi rth plan, alternative 
treatments for common 
pregnancy ailments, 
suggestions for birth 
partners and informa
tion on classes, confer
ences and workshops. 

HIRE A DOULA OR 

OTHEII SUPPORT 

PERSON 

Research has shown 
that an experienced 
support person helping 
a woman in labor will 
decrease her chances 
of having a Cesarean 
(or C-section) by 40 
to 60 percent. Profes
sional labor support 
has also been proven 
to decrease the use of 
medical interventions 
and increase positive 
outcomes in childbirth 
and postpartum. 

B E PllEPAIIEIJ 

Read books about pregnancy, 
birth and postpartum. D on't skip 
the chapter on C-section deliv
ery. Learn about phases of labor 

and childbirth, comfort measures, 
positioning and breas tfeed ing. 
Th is will help you feel more confi
dent now and on the big day! 

C RILIJBI RTH EDUCATION 

There are many different child
birth classes to select from, and 
some are locally-designed. Indi
vidual classes are also available. By 
taking a class, you and your part
ner can prepare together. 

By following these steps, you 
will stack the positive birthing 
odds in your favor. Putting care 
and thought into your experience 
will forever change the outcome, 
even in a birth where things don't 
go as desired. O f course, there are 
no guarantees in birth - just as in 
life, but investing in preparing for 
your delivery will have a lasti ng 
impact on your experience ... and 
in your life-long memories. 

M erav M inkin is a birth doula 
and lactation counselor in Provi
dence, RI She enjoys gardening, 
reading and spending time outdoors 
with her husband and two children. 
Contact her at eastsidedoula@gmail. 
com. 
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A relaxing stroll in the woods ... not 
Conquering a 

mountain peak 
builds family 
cohesiveness 

B v GAnv K ATZMAN, M.D. 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

MT. LIBERTY, N.H. - After a 
long, stressful week at work, what 
better way to kick back, relax and 
unwind than to pack three young, 
unruly, reluctant kids in the van at 
5 a.m., drive four hours through 
traffic up into the White M oun
tains and hike a four-mile trail 
over punishing tree roots, rock 
and ledge, in 85 degree scorching 
heat (with occasional drenching 
showers), just to briefly stand on 
a 4,000-foot summit and look out 
over the surrounding wilderness? 
That's right, there is no other way. 

/ Katzman Family 

Okay, Lindsey, our 5-year-old, 
gets a pass. She's more than glad 
to stay behind, and these days, my 
back is thankful. THE KATZMAN BOYS and their mother, Nicole, prepare to climb Mt. Liberty, N.H. 

A quick 'before' pictu re for ready to experience nature. Two 
The complaints begin as we near 

the trailhead of whatever moun
tain sits before us. W e do this a lot; 
peak-baggers, you may call us. 

the great hill? Bribery, of course, 
works well. The kids are hours later, with sweat drip
easy - wave a bit of choco- ----------------- ping down our foreheads, 

"Dad, is there Wi-Fi on this 
hill?" 

late and they march along. "Despite fatigue and hearts pounding 200 beats a 
I find my wife responds well minute, unable to catch ou r 

"Thank goodness, no," I think to 
myself. 

to the knowledge that a new hallucinations of giant ice breath, and really only 50 feet 
Neiman Marcus waits at the from the car (yes, an exaggera-

"Gary, we have so many errands, 
and there are bugs here and poison 
ivy, and what about the snakes?" 

summit, or is it Tiffany's? Cream Cones, any thoughts tion), we realize, once again, 

I never forget to point out of tu ming back are that we are in over our heads. 
that some of the mountains The kids, who earlier were 

I don't tell Nicole about the 
hungry bears. How do you get 
this city bunch, flatlanders, as 
we are known in the North, up 

have air-conditioned trams extinguished." vying to be the leader, or, as I 
running from the summit. like to say, "our fea rless leader," 
I don't recall actually seeing are pleading to stop, turn 
a tram at the trailhead, but those Facebook, a lathering of sun block, around and abandon this insanity. 
details are not important now. and we big shots are off, all smiles, "Gary, I'm really worried about 

introducing 

~be~ I2EIL iniR;o~a~g 
*~*** ***** ****** * 

featuring 
get connected 

Jewish organizations, programs and 
services around the state, from Shalom 

Baby to Jewish Seniors Agency 

jewish federation 
community leadership and planning, 
programs and services that support 

Jewish life and learning 

ca lendar 
events, meetings and programs 

throughout greater Rhode Island 

breaking news 
The Jewish Voice & Herald: 

local and international Jewish news 

ask wendy 
your Jewish concierge 

vo lunteer 
the Jewish volunteer connection 

what 's hot 
editor's top picks 

powered by the energy and imagination of Jews in Rhode Island 
and made possible by funds from the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

snakes," whimpers Nicole, as a 
90-year-old woman briskly passes 
us. 

"Dad, you are crazy. There is so 
much good stuff to watch on TV," 
says Stevie, my brave 7-year-old. 

Sure, we could be at home 
watching all that great TV! 

Something happens on our 
way to the summit, something 
very special. The kids can't see it, 
whether due to their youth or the 
fact that they've taken my phone 

-
I 

to try to call New Hampshire air 
rescue. 

When Nathan, 9, cries that he 
is "dehydrating," Stevie hands him 
his water. 

Nathan guzzles some water and 
says, ''Thanks, Steven." 

Jacob, my cautious and meticu
lous son, slows at a brook crossing. 

Natha n holds out his hand and 
pulls Jacob as he walks from rock 
to rock, avoiding a fa ll into the 
water. 

Stevie points out an interest
ing tree. Jacob explains that it is a 
birch tree; native to New England, 
it will disappear at higher eleva
tions. 

As we climb, the outside world 
fades and we focus on our breath
ing, focus on functioning as a 
fami ly unit to reach the summit. 
We approach the alpine zone and 
the top is in view. Ah, a second 
wind! D espite fatigue and hallu
cinations of giant ice cream cones, 
any thoughts of turning back are 
extinguished. I begin to contem
plate how to break the news to my 
wife that there really is no shop
ping at the summit and certainly 
no tram. 

W e scramble on our hands 
and knees to conquer the grand 
summit! Liberty, Lafayette , 
Moosilauke, the particular one 
doesn't matter. The view is always 
spectacular; justice is never done 
with a photo. I sit back and watch 
the kids celebrate. Their sense of 
self-accomplishment is palpable, 
and is, for me, the very reason for 
climbing these mountains. They 
are so proud of themselves, and 
most important, I am forgiven . 

A 20-minute rest, some trail 
mix, perhaps even a little more 
complaining and cohesive Team 
Katzman begins the long descent 
back to the real world. 

Gary Katzman is an avid hiker, 
along with his sometime reluctant 
family. On his time off, he works as 
a cardiologi.st in Providence. Contact 
him at bigredkman@aol.com. 

THE WHITE MOUNTAINS in New Hampshire are a hikers' playground. 

wwwjvhri.org 



FAMILY 

TAMI LEHMAN-WILZIG 

Family tales 
transf ormative 

Turn a sizzling 
summer into an 

unforgettable 
experience 

BY TAMI LEHMAN-WILZIG 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

1T'S SUMMER -what to do 
~II with the kids? The immedi

ate inclination is to program 
outdoor activities that can 

be tucked into daily life; giving 
children the feeling they have our 
undivided attention. 

The truth is that activities indoors 
can be equally satisfying. 

Allow me to introduce you to 
"Family Tale Time." A recent study 
conducted by Emory University 
shows that children have higher 
levels of emotional well-being if 
they know stories about relatives 
who came before them. 

"There is something powerful 
about knowing these stories," say 
the researchers in Emory's online 
Journal of Family Life. "Family 
stories provide a sense of identity 
through time and help children 
understand who they are in the 
wo~ld." 

I found this study especially 
gratifying; three years ago, I began 
a series for Gefen Publishing called 
Jewish Heirloom Stories. The first 
two titles - Mayer Aaron Levy and 
His Lemon Tree, and Lotty's Lace 
Tablecloth - revolve around uncon
ventional family heirlooms and the 
stories behind them. At the end of 
each book, the reader is invited to 
sit down with his or her parents or 
grandparents and write his or her 
own family heirloom story. 

The keen interest in genealogy 
that has evolved during the past 
decade prompted me to create this 
series. Although it's the "Grandma 
generation" that's largely involved in 
this pastime, I feel that children can 
be equally interested if they have a 
tangible connection. Personal expe
rience told me so. As a child, my 
eyes gravitated to my grandmoth
er's finely crafted brass jewelry box 
and pewter-framed mirror standing 
on my mother's dresser. I loved lis
tening to my mother recount their 
tales, hoping that one day they 

would be mine. 
Happily, my instinc~ have been 

confirmed by the many school pre
sentations I have given in the past 
two years. In addition to reading 
the above-mentioned stories, I ask 
the teachers to ask their students 
to bring in a special family heir
loom with a Jewish angle and tell 
the tale behind it. Call it a ''geneal
ogy show and tell." The results have 
been astounding. I have seen exqui
site, hand-sewn brit mi/ah outfits, 

"Why wait for a 
school assignment 

to connect your 
children with their 

ancestors?" 

finely crafred Jewish-themed paint
ings, old wedding rings and unique 
havdalah spice arrangements, to 
name a few. More important are 
the stories that students and parents 
have written together, to be read 
aloud in front of the class. You can 
feel a sense of pride with each reci
tation. 

Why wait for a school assign
ment to connect your children with 
their ancestors? August is a perfect 
time to sit down and journey into 
the past. With heirloom in hand, 
examine the role it has played in 
your family, write the story and put 
it on display. 

You'll find that your sons and 
daughters will show it off to their 
friends, and you'll take great pride 
in the sense of importance it gives 
them. 

Happy story telling. 
Tami Lehman-Wilzig is an award

winning Israeli-American children's 
book author. Her boolu include Hlilc 
Lak, Tasty Bible Stories, Keep
ing the Promise (the recipient of the 
2005 International Reading Asso
ciation Teachers' Choice Award and 
the New York State Reading Asso
ciation's Charlotte Award}, Passover 
Around the World, Hanukkah 
Around the World, Zvuvi's Israel, 
Mayer Aaron Levy and His Lemon 
Tree and Lotty's Lace Tablecloth. 
Learn more at www.tlwkidsboolu.com. 
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Family exercise and nutrition 
Fun and fitness 

BY TYLER LEWIS 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

~

CCORDING TO 
Dr. Jeffrey Levi, the 
executive director of 
Trust for America's 

H ealth, who wrote a report for the 
Robert Wood Johnson Founda
tion Center to Prevent Childhood 
Obesity, "Obesity is one of the 
biggest public health challenges 
the country has ever faced ... " 

We are a country of bounty, 
but the amber waves of grain are 
spilling over our belt buckles. In 
Rhode Island and southeastern 
Massachusetts, 22 to 25 percent 
of us are considered obese. This 
is actually a heartening statistic 
considering a recent study that 
determined that 28 other states 
continue to tip the scales, with 34 
percent of citizens being obese. 

This is a national epidemic that 
could easily be alleviated by better 
nutrition and exercise. The solu
tion sounds simplistic, but pov
erty and insufficient education 
are major contributing factors to 
obesity. 

What can you do to keep your 
family healthy and fit? Educate. 
yourself about the healthiest way 
to fuel your family's bodies and 
keep everyone fit. 

The Rhode Island Department 
of Health (www.health.state. 
ri.us.) recommends feeding your 
family lots of fruits and vegetables 
and rethinking those sugary and 

11' 

',;'\.,,_ 

TYLER LEWIS 

high-calorie sodas. Further, the 
agency suggests eating smaller 
portions at meals, and replacing 
cookies and other sugary and fatty 
snacks with fresh fruit and veg
etables. 

Family fun time can include 
visiting and patronizing local 
farmers markets. There are hun
dreds of them in the region, where 
local farmers sell their produce, 
area craftspeople display and sell 
their handiwork, and healthy, raw 
and prepared foods are available. 
If you need government nutrition 
assistance, ask your local health 
department if there are vouchers 
available for you to purchase foods 
at farmers markets. 

Exercising can be fun when you 
do it as a family. There are many 
parks, bike paths, beaches, lakes 
and ponds in this region - con
sider taking a family trip to get 
some fresh air and exercise. Play
ing Frisbee, taking a scenic bicycle 

ride, kayaking or canoeing, even 
rock climbing (with the right 
equipment) are fun and safe ways 
to exercise your body and spend 
time with loved ones. 

As you institute good eating 
and exercise habits into your 
family routine, everyone will feel 
better, look great and have more 
energy. 

In spring and summer, plants 
grow large from the excellent rain 
and nurturing sun we enjoy in 
Rhode Island and southeastern 
Massachusetts. Planting a garden 
is a great way to get your family 
outside and sharing a common 
activity. Imagine harvesting your 
own fruits and vegetables and 
enjoying them together at the 
table. Kids are more likely to eat 
fresh produce if they have a hand 
in growing, picking and prepar
ing it. 

Gardening is also a good tool 
in the fight against obesity, as it 
gets you and your family outside, 
moving and away from stationary 
activities indoors like watching 
television or playing video games. 

When you teach children the 
value of exercise and good nutri
tion, they learn to enjoy getting 
out and eating well and they will 
carry those healthy habits into 
adulthood. 

Tyler Lewis, who works in devel
opment at Jewish Family Service, 
has written many articles about 
family and parenting. Contact her at 
tyler@jfsri.org. 

lllt lR tRtSO HIil 

Enrollment Now Open! 
3-5 year-olds, full and part-time 

Our year-round, fully inclusive, comprehensive preschool program provides 
young children with a nurturing environment that promotes social, 

emotional, physical and intellectual development. 

Our program includes: 
* instruction in reading and math 

* gym class, taught by a certified PE teacher 
*community outings 

* convenient East Side location 

Learn more about the Livingston Center Preschool at www.grodencenter.org 
or call Dr. Jane Carlson, Preschool Director at 401-421-2062. 

Tours and screenings are encouraged . 

The Livingston Center Preschool is part of the Groden Network. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Bond with your grandchildren through play 

Free and inexpensive ---------
"Linco1n Woods opportunities are 

abundant has paths for 
wa1king, water for 

Bv BARBAHA SHEEH 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE August, 
already! Where has the summer 
gone? Just in case you've had 
your fill of the beach, pools, 
picnics, bowling, movies, parks, 
zoos, mini-golf, story times, 
Fantasyland, and Chuck-E
Cheese, I want to suggest 
some fun places that you might 
consider exploring during the 
remainder of the summer. 

Have you been to the new and 
improved Providence Chil
dren's Museum lately> It's 
always been a fantastic envi
ronment, where children learn 
through play. In June, however, 
two unique outdoor play spaces 
were added. 

"The C limber" challenges 
children of various ages to climb 
18 feet to the top and then back 
down again. In "Underland" 
children can run through tun
nels. Surrounding areas pro
vide opportunities for creativity; 
watch your grandchild put on 
a costume and prepare a cup of 
tea! 

JODD SHEER. Barbara and Arthur Sheer's grandson, holds a newborn chick at South County 
Museum in Narragansett. 

There is an admission fee, but 
if you opt for membership (there 
is one tailored just for grandpar
ents), you have unlimited free 
visits. 

After you leave the Chi!-

dren's Museum and have time 
and energy, you might go 
around the corner to the Provi
dence Animal Rescue League 
(PARL). No, I am not hinting 
that you adopt a pet - although 
you might be tempted! The 
friendly folks at PARL encour
age visits. It's hard to predict 
what you'll find there at any 
g iven time, but, wh atever you 
find, it's worth the stop. 

Roger Williams Park and 
Zoo needs no introduction, 
as it's one of the most popular 
attractions in the area. I would 
be remiss, though, if I didn't 
mention it. The park's expan
sive grounds include a large 
and well-equipped playground, 
Betsy Ross house, paddleboats, 
bouncing stations, picnic tables 
and my favorite, a carousel. On 
your next zoo trip, be sure to see 

.&. GORDON SCHOOL 
~ CENTENNIAL 2010 Open House November 6th, 1 0am-1 pm 

www.gordonschool.org Nursery through eighth grade 

wwwjvhri.org 

the new baby giraffe and the film 
about its birth. Take time so that 
the children and you can watch 
the elephants being bathed (call 
or email the zoo to find out the 
bathing schedule.) The zoo also 
offers special grandparent mem
berships. 

A real gem and one of Rhode · 
I sland's best-kept secrets, 
is Lincoln Woods in Lin
coln. This naturally beautiful 
setting has paths for walking, 
water for fishing, fields for play
ing and pits for barbecuing. The 
lake, with plenty of lifeguards, 
is good for children . Rest rooms 
are clean, concession stands sell 
snacks and you can't beat the 
free admission! 

Those who fish may share 
their hobby with their grand
children. Look no further than 
Bristol Community College in 
Fall River, Mass. There, a pond 
is stocked with fish - guarantee
ing success, even for novices! 

Baseball fans have an alterna
tive to d riving to Fenway Park 
and looking for a place to park 
to watch a Red Sox game. Take 
the young ones to McCoy Sta
dium in Pawtucket. While it's 
not the same as seeing the Red 
Sox play, you can cheer on the 
Paw Sox, the minor league team, 
and acquaint the children with 
the game. 

T ickets are a fraction of Red 
Sox ticket prices, and children 
may even have a chance to "run 
the bases" after a game! 

A s I write, I am looking for
ward to taking Jodd and Ram to 
the theatre. No, not Broadway; 
Kaleidoscope Theatre at Rhode 
Island College offers 11 a.m. 
matinees each Tuesday through 
the summer. Their August 
schedule includes "Goldilocks" 

fishing, fie1ds for 
p1aying and pits for 

barbecuing." 

on Aug. 10, "Rapunzel" on Aug. 
17 and "Jack and the Beanstalk" 
on Aug. 24. Advance tickets are 
SlO, and tickets at the door are 
S12. The box office, 456-8144, 
is open weekdays, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

Wheelock C ollege in Boston 
hosts ch ildren's performances 
during the school year; I am 
eager to receive the brochure 
and pass along the information. 
And Theatre by the Sea (www. 
theatrebythesea.com) in south
ern Rhode Island also hosts 
summertime performances for 
children. 

Here's an experience any child 
would love! Hasbro, on New
port Avenue in Pawtucket, has 
a "Fun Lab," where children, 
ages 2 months to 15 years, are 
invited to test toys. While par
ents must register their children 
by calling Debbie at 727-5465, 
grandparents can accompany the 
children. 

Nature lovers should visit 
the Audubon Environmental 
Educational Center at 1401 
H ope Street in Bristol. Summer 
adventures and family programs 
are plentiful throughout August, 
including: "Stories in the Stars," 
"Tide Pool Trek," "The Big Bug 
Hunt," "Sandy Sensations" and 
"Fresh or Salty?" 

Most require a nominal fee, 
and an Audubon membership is 
available, call 245-7500. 

Many public libraries hold 
memberships in local museums 
and attractions. Before your 
outing, stop by your nearest 
branch with your library card 
- the library may be able to offer 
you a free pass. 

We are always looking for new 
places to go with our grandchil
dren, so we'd love to hear your 
suggestions: Email me at 
b_sheer@hotmail.com. Before we 
know it, Labor Day will be here, 
and our thoughts will turn to 
the High H olidays, shopping for 
and returning to school, and get
ting into the fall routine. Enjoy 
these precious last few weeks of 
summer, and have a lot of good 
times with you_r grandchildren. 

Barbara Sheer, a retired educa
tor, chairs Pf Library's Grandpar
ents Corner. She and her husband, 
Arthur, live in Rhode Island, and 
their happiest hours are spent with 
their four grandchildren. Contact 
her at b_sheer@hotmail.com. 

---
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THE PJ LIB_RARY SPOTLIGHT 

The Ancowitz family relishes Jewish Rhode Island's offerings 
Love of Judaism 

brings couple together 

B, NICOI.F. K ,\TZ\1,\ ,-. 

Spuial to 1he Voice & H erald 

Q: Where did you a,ul Bret grow 

"P' 
Shirah: I grew up in Marr 

land. I moved to Rhode Island 
from Cambridge, Mass. in 2007 
to be closer to Bret. Before Cam
bridge, I had lived in Manhattan, 
Jerusalem (for fou r years), and 
Delaware. 

Bret grew up in the Hudson 
Valley region in New York. He 
moved to Rhode Island in 2004 
from Minnesota. Bret fin ished 
his medical residency and came to 
Providence to finish his specialty 
training. He had also previously 
lived in Manhattan and New 
Haven. 

Q: How ,lid you and Bret mutt 

Shirah: On J-Date. Both of 
us are Jewish and it was actually 
both of our interests in and love 
for Judaism that we had expressed 
in our respective profiles that 
drew us to each other. 

Q: Do yo11 have thildrenr 

Shirah: We have a 9-month
old daughter, Eliora. 

Q: Can yo11 deuribe yo11r ed11-
tational and professional badt
g roundsr 

Shirah: Bret attended college 
at Yale UniversitY in New H aven, 
and went on to medical school 
at Mount Sinai in Manhattan. 
Bret did his internal medicine 
residency at the Mayo Clinic and 
stayed on for a year to teach. 

He then did his gastroenter
ology training here at Brown 
and has been in private gastro
enterology practice for the last 
three years. 

/Ancowiularnily 

Shirah Rubin Ancowitz and her husband, Or. Bret Ancowitz, introduce their daughter Eliora 
t o some of their Jewish memorabilia. 

the Temple Emano-El com mu- Israel and Israeli culture. My goal iry. Todah rabhah, thank you very 
nity, especially 1he many min- is to build Hebrew Play into a much to The PJ Library Rhode 
yanim (prayer groups). Vl/e hope network and identify educational Island! 
to launch a speaker series on tools for families to support them Q: How do you plan on intorpo-
Jewish topics, called H artzaha in teaching their young children rating the books into Eliora's bed-
V'Havdalah r H& H ~), out of our (ages birth to 3) the Hebrew Ian- time routinet 
home later this year or next. 

This summer's big activity with 
Eliora has been to expose her to 
the colors, smells, and textures of 
nature, from Blackstone Park to 
Lincoln Woods. It's something 
that is easy to forget to do here in 
the city. 

"Being Jewish in 
Rhode Island means 
being committed to 

tikkun olam." 

guage. 
The gatherings offer coopera

tive H ebrew immersion experi
ences for families to share Hebrew 
songs and games while build
ing community. Vl/e look forward 
to meeting families invested in 
their children's Hebrew educa-

tion. Anyone interested in the 
H ebrew Play Group should 
visit www.hebrewplay.org 
call 617-871-9717. 

Q: What does 7he 
PJ Library mean lo 
your familyt H ow 
does ii tie into being 

Shirah: We read Eliora a dif
ferent book every night. We 
look forward to using the PJ 
library books on Shabbat. Two 
of our favorites are, Where is God's 
Namer by Sandy Eisenbery Sasso 
and illustrated by Phoebe Stone, 
and When 1 First Held You: A lul
laby from Israel by author Mirik 
Snir and illustrated by Eleyor 

Snir. We like Whrrt i1 Codi 
Namer because the book asks an 
important spiritual question for 
young children. It is also beauti
fully illustrated in a d reamlike 
style. 

W e are huge fans of Mirik Snir 
who magnificently plays with 
language in clever and simple 
ways. The illustrations by her 
son Eleyor Snir in W/Nn I First 
Held You: A lullaby from /Jrael are 
cheerfully colorful. In addition, 
we own other books by Mirik 
Snir in Hebrew including Miriam 
andtlNSea. 

Mirik Snir has written more 
than 80 books in Hebrew for chil
dren. We are thrilled that The PJ 
library also exists in Israel, and we 
look forward to reading some of 
those books in the future. 

Q: Whal does heingjewish mean 
for your family, 

Shirah : We sec being Jewish 
as the core of our lives and of our 
family. We view Judaism as a way 
ofbeing, as a wayofliving. It con
nects us to the totality of Jewish 
civilization, from our history, to 
our language, to our culture, to 
our values, to Jews around the 
world and to God. Being Jewish 
in Rhode Island means being an 
integral part of a shared commu
nity that is committed to making 
the world a better place through 
t ikltun olam. 

7hank you to the Anltowitzfamily 
far volunteering to he interviewed 
far 7he Pf library Family Spotlight. 

If your family would like to par
ticipate in a f11ture feature, please 
contact Nicole Katzman, t/N direc
tor of the Pf library at the Bureau 
offewish Education, at nltatz.man@ 
bjeri.org. 

I have a background in studio 
art, art education and Jewish 
education. I have taught art to 
the complete range of students 
from kindergarten through col
lege. My experience in teaching 
art has been in Jewish museums, 
Jewish schools, camps, and after
school prog rams. I earned an 
M .A. from the Jewish Theologi
cal Seminary in Jewish education. 

__________ part of the greater 

Q: D estrihe yo11r hobbies and 
interests. Any summer spetifu 
at tivities that yo11 do with Eliora 
that you could recommend to other 
familiesr 

Shirah : Brei does photogra
phy that he has displayed and sold 
locally in addition to also being 
active in local urban advocacy 
causes. He is also a long-time 
automotive enthusiast, classical 
music lover and he loves to cook. 

I am a ceramic artist who 
loves art museums, galleries, and 
craft fairs. I also enjoy speaking 
Hebrew and listening to Israeli 
music. 

Both Brei and I are active in 

Q: What is the Hebrew Play
groupt How did you come up 
with the idea to bring it to Rhode 
lsland7 When will the next group 
take plate, Who tan participate 
in the groupt H ow do families 
enroll, 

Shirah: Inspired by our friend 
Michael Goldstein (formerly in 
Providence, now in Brook1ine, 
M ass.), we wanted to identify and 
create a community of people who 
value H ebrew language and cul
ture. 

Michael launched the group 
in Boston, and I will launch the 
local Providence chapter this 
fall. We are raising our daughter 
bilingually in Hebrew; we value 
being with other famil ies who are 
committed to their young chil
dren learning Hebrew. By know
ing H ebrew, we hope that Eliora 
will have a close relationship with 

RI Jewish tommu
nityt 

Shirah: The PJ 
Library is a brilliant 
idea because it takes 
the concept of reading 
and education from 
the personal into the 
communal and cul
tural realms. 

When we share the 
same books that we 
read to our children 
with other families, 
we become connected 
to a community. 

Books shape how 
we think and what 
we talk about with 
our children and 
with each oiher. We 
are grateful that thC 
Providence Jewish 
community has made 
The PJ library a prior--

wwwjvhri.org 

THE ANCOWITZ FAMILY 



PAGE 24 Jewish Voice ~Herald August 6, 2010 FAMILY 
Children engage in exploration and ethics 

The JCCRJ's Early 
Childhood Center in 

Barrington 
BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@JFRl.org 

BARRINGTON - In an age of 
overcrowded classes, the Jewish 
Community C enter of Rhode 
Island's QCCRI) Early Child
hood Center (ECC) in Bar
rington is a breath of fresh air. 

The ECC, located in Temple 
Habonim in Barrington, houses a 
single-room, multi-age preschool 
and kindergarten for children ages 
3 to 5. Parents can be confident 
that their child will get the atten
tion he or she needs, as the maxi
mum capacity is 15 children. 

Sara Foster, the site director 
and head teacher, said, "A small 
class allows us to reach each child 
and provide for whatever devel
opmental level [he or she is] at." 
Foster, along with her assistant, 
creates a nurturing environment 
that promotes strong social skills 
and a solid sense of community. 

"Community is very impor
tant to me," said Foster, "I not 
only teach at the ECC, I'm also 
a member of Temple Habonim." 

Foster has been a steady pres
ence at the JCCRI; she taught 
for 15 years in Providence before 
heading the Barrington program. 

"The Barrington facility is 
beautiful - it's light and airy," 
said Foster. "We use the beautiful 
grounds by taking nature walks 
and incorporating the outdoors 
into our learning experience." 

Indulge in an old 
favorite or discover 

a new book 
BY KAROLYN WHITE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVlDENCE - The lazy, hazy 
days of summer are great for read
ing. There is a wealth of wonder
ful children's literature to explore. 
To promote reading, schools and 
libraries usually offer summer book 
lists. 

At the Jewish Community Day 
School of Rhode Island QCDS), I 
have conducted a summer reading 
program with book lists, assign
ments and prizes for 15 years. Our 
book lists include fiction and non
fiction and Jewish books. In addi
tion, we prepare a Guided Reading 
List based on each child's Guided 
Reading level. While we want to 
encourage summer reading adven
tures, we also want to decrease the 
"summer slide." The "summer slide" 
refers to a loss of reading skills after a 
summer vacation with little reading. 
In a synthesis of 39 separate stud
ies, researchers found that the aver
age student, returning to school in 
September has lost the equivalent 
of one to more than two months 

TWO BOYS AT THE ECC in Barrington demonstrate 
their artistic ability. 

The ECC in Barrington, cur
rently in its sixth year, uses a 
Reggio-inspired curriculum. 

The ECC also uses "An Ethi
cal Start," a program that 
teaches Judaic studies, holidays 

"A sma11 class a11ows us to reach 
each child and provide for whatever 

developmental level [he or she is] at." 

Sara Foster 
Head teacher 

The Reggio philosophy encour
ages children and their teachers 
to learn through the exploration 
of ideas and . their environment. 

and values. Based on the book, 
Pirkei Avot - Ethics of the Fathers, 
it uses "Peer K," an animated 
character and three-dimensional 

/Sara Foster 
Children explore at a creativity table. 

doll to guide the children in a 
multi-media approach to learn
ing focusing on six objectives: 
Responsibility, dignity, kindness, 
community, tradition and respect. 

Although there is a focus on 
Judaic values, "We welcome 
everyone, regardless of religious 
affiliation," Foster said. "The core 
values we teach are important for 
one and all." 

"My daughter started the pro
gram last year; she fell in love 
with the teachers, the wonderful 
activities and her adorable class 
right away," said Barrington resi
dent Lisa Davis. "When it's time 
to go, she asks if she can come 

back later to play some more." 
Wendy Joering, formerly a 

parent at the school, said, "The 
school made a lasting impression 
on our entire family. My daugh
ter still talks about Sara and the 
wonderful time she had in her 
class." 

Brian Sullivan is a ]FRI market
ing associate. 

The ECG in Barrington is accred
ited by the Rhode Island Depart
ment of Education. For more 
information, contact Sara Foster at 
440-4376. 

The JCCRJ is a ]FRI partner 
agency. 

Summer reading for kids 
of previous learning - in effect, 
erasing this amount of learning 
from their mind. The good news 
for both parents and students is 
that by adopting and following a 
_summer learning plan, this "aca
demic atrophy" can be reduced and 
even eliminated. Some suggestions 
to encourage summer reading: 

• Support your school's or public 
library's summer reading program 
by using their suggested read
ing list and doing the assign
ments. Check out the JCDS 
summer book lists and other 
book lists on ·our library 
blog: "http:// j C d -
srilibnirynews
letter.blogspot. 
com. 

• Use reading 
records. Having 
your child make a 
colorful, decorated 
list of the books read 
gives their reading an 
importance and provides 
a motivation. Perhaps 
a prize, an outing 
or some
th in g 
else that 
is special 
will mark 
a 

number of books read. Check the 
JCDS library blog for a list of free 
summer reading programs with 
prizes. 

• Assess your child's interests . . 
Perhaps your first grader is inquisi
tive about bridges. Visit the library, 
collect a variety of books related 
to bridges and let the child select 
the books she wants to borrow. 
Her selections will help guide you 

to related topics. Maybe she 
know about 

wwwjvhri.org 

suspension bridges, rivers, harbors 
or ships. Look for clues and help 
her find selections. 

• Have a daily "Let's Read Time" 
for the family. Select a location and 
time and make it a routine. Enjoy 
the lovely weather and choose an 
outdoor area. If possible, have 
everyone gather and read. Older 
children and parents can read what
ever they want or have a reader read 

a book to the group. 
When listening to 
recorded books, 

it is beneficial 

• Parents are important role 
models. We know it is valuable 
for children to see adults read
ing. Explain what you are reading. 
Adult readers foster young readers. 

• Read Jewish books. Try the 
beloved classic, A!l-of-a-Kind
Family by Sydney Taylor or a 
new book, Zvuvi's Israel, by Tami 
Lehman Wilzig. 

• Share books that you like. Use 
an online book review site. It is so 
cool to see your review on line. Let 
your teacher know your favorites. 
JCDS students email me comments 
about books. "Mrs. White, I found 
a book, Models Don't Eat Chocolate 
Cookies, that I love, wrote Natalie. 

"Natalie," I wrote back, "try 
The Teashop Girls by Schaefer, I 
think you'll like it and, of course, 
sip an iced tea while reading it!" 
Happy reading adventures! 

Karolyn White has been the librar
ian at ]CDS for 17 years. As a book 
lover with a special interest in chil
dren's literature, she finds that being 
an elementary school librarian is a 
perfect match. Contact her at kwhite@ 
jcdsri.org. 

The]CDS is a partner agency of the 
]FRI 
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Making a splash on the East Side 
Water fitness for 

swimmers of all ages 

BY BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsul/ivan@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - According to 
the Talmud, Jewish parents are 
obligated to teach their children 
certain skills, including how to 
swim. Some believe that teaching 
your child to swim is only about 
surviving in the water; others feel 
that it bestows the gift of inde
pendence. Whatever your inter
pretation, the Jewish Community 
Center of RI's OCCRI) swim
ming pool is a great place to learn 
to swim and honor the Talmud. 

J-Fitness at the JCCRI offers 
swim classes for children of all 
ages, beginning with 6-month
old babies. The Parent/ Tot class 
introduces children to water and 
teaches them basic water survival 
techniques. 

"We teach the parents how 
to teach their children, and that 
makes the kids more comfort
able," said Patty Gold, the JCCRI 
aquatics director. 

The Tiger Sharks Swim Club 
is ideal for older kids, said Gold. 
"Although the Tiger Sharks Swim 
Club is recreational, these kids are 
serious about swimming. There's 
no stopping their spirit," said Gold 

Calling the swim coaches 
"amazing," Gold said; "They cha!-

lenge the kids and correct them 
when they need it." 

The JCCRI pool also offers pre
season workouts, a great option for 
other swim teams looking to stay 
in shape. While the typical swim 
team season runs November
March, the JCCRI offers work
outs starting in September. 

"The JCCRl pool 
is a great place to 
learn to swim and 
honor the Talmud." 

Additionally, the JCCRI offers 
open swim and family swim times, 
as well as men only and women 
only swim periods; the pool is 
available to rent for parties, special 
events or school and group out
ings. 

WATER FITNESS 

The JCCRI offers water fitness 
classes for adults. "I have seen a 
tremendous boom in the popular
ity of water exercise because of all 
the publicity confirming its health 
advantages," said Gold. Exercis
ing in the water gives you the same 
benefits as exercising on land, and 
water fitness class participants can 
gain cardio stamina and stron-

Swimming to safety 
BY DR. J UDY WESTRICK 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

A PEDIATRICIAN, 
think that it's so impor

ant that parents appre-
ciate the value of swimming 
lessons and water safety. Swim 
lessons are fun, good exercise and 
teach a really important safety 
skill; water safety is often taught 
as well. 

The importance of learning to 
swim was made more vivid for 
me when a local swim club sent 
our pediatric office pamphlets 
about swimming lessons. When 
the pediatricians in our office 
discussed swimming safety, we 
realized that we all had patients 
who had drowned. This was not 
the case for many other scary 
things that parents worry about, 
such as meningitis and cancer. 

In the United States, unin
tentional injury is the leading 
cause of death in children 1-to-4 
years-old; drowning is the lead
ing cause of injury-related death 
in children. There is water every
where, and many bodies of water 
are without lifeguards. 

WHAT TO EXPECT WITH LESSONS 

For children younger than 4, 
there's not much actual swim
ming going on, though many 

4- and 5-year-olds can swim 
independently for short distances 
without flotation devices. Close 
supervision is essential, as the 
children are often overconfident. 

Swim lessons for those younger 
than 4 have not been shown to 
prevent drowning. There are lots 
of water survival skills programs 
but good studies have not been 
done to show that these work. 
My kids went to swim programs, 
long before they could walk; 
like the other children in their 
classes, they could float on their 
backs when they were 2-years
old - sometimes. Little ones can 
be truly oblivious and often seem 
to feel they will float when they 
choose to, and not when they 
don't. 

A recent study from the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Insti
tute of Child Health and Human 
Development shows that 1-to-4 
year-old drowning victims were 
much less likely than controls 
to have had swimming lessons 
(3 percent versus 26 percent). I 
suspect that children whose 
caregivers have brought them to 
swim lessons are more vigilant as 
they better understand the risks. 
There is no substitute for care
fully watching the water and the 
swimmers. 

ger muscles and lose weight. And 
the buoyancy of the water makes 
movement low impact, creating 
less stress on the body. 

The 25-yard, four-lane pool is 
ideal for all kinds of different pro
grams. The shallow end is used 
for water walking and aquaro
bics classes, both great for muscle 
strengthening and toning, while 
the deep end is used for more vig
orous classes, such as the challeng
ing deepwater workout class. 

"We pride ourselves on offer
ing a wide variety of classes and 
activities," said Gold. New this 
fall is Aquazumba, a dynamic class 
blending water movement with 
dance and upbeat music. Other 
new offerings include a masters 
swim class, a lifeguard training 
course and a new Sunday morn
ing deepwater workout class. "If 
we can find a good instructor, the 
JCCRI will offer a scuba diving 
class," said Gold. 

With Red Cross-certilied life
guards always on duty, a warm, 
enthusiastic and caring staff, a 
variety of classes and a new pool 
lift, the JCCRI pool is a welcom
ing exercise venue for all commu
nity members. 

For more information about the 
JCCRI's swim program, contact 
Patty Gold at 861-8800, ext. 153 or 
pgold@jccri.org. 

1he ] CCR] is a ]FRI partner 
agency. 

DURING THE "DOG DAYS OF SUMMER," these boys 
cool off in the JCCRI pool. 

THE WESTRICK FAMILY enjoys time at the beach. 

Too MUCH SELF-CONFIDENCE 
A DANGER 

A scary thing happens when I 
ask healthy children if they know 
how to swim. Almost all of them 
smile and answer that they know 
how to swim. Their caregivers, 
however, will often admit that 
though the children have been 
in the water and had fun, they do 
not really know how to swim. 

Let me wish all of our children 

wwwjvhri.org 

self-confidence and freedom 
almost everywhere else, but not 
around the water. It is easy to 
understand how kids who think 
they are strong swimmers, but 
are not could get in trouble. 

A true PFD or Personal Flo
tation Device will keep a child 
up and able to breathe in the 
water. Other water objects that 
children use to help themselves 
float - kickboards, noodles, water 

wings, bubbles, etc. - will not. 
Let me wish you all a fun-filled 

but careful and safe summer. 

A pediatrician with Anchor 
Pediatrics in Lincoln, Dr. Judy 
Westrick and her husband, Ed, 
are the parents ef two girls. All the 
family swims regularly. Contact h,er 
at blazar@pol.net. 
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Dr. William & Betty Abesh 
Helen & Harold H. Abrams 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ackerman 
Marsha & Frank Addessi 
David A. Adelman 
Betty Adler 
Jennifer Adler 
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Irma Bader 
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Edward Baram & Judith Peloquin 
Esta Barcohana 
Harriet Baron 
John Barry 
Ernestine & Joseph Baruch 
Amira Baum 
Gussie & Victor Baxt 
Banice & Beverly Bazar 
Wilbur Benavides 
Karen Wasser Beraha & Nathan Beraha 
Elizabeth Berger 
Peter & Hana Berman 
Ida Bernstein 
Lillian Bernstein 
Dr. Richard Besdine 
Mrs. Marilyn Bitton 
Michele L. Keir & Richard S. Blackman 
Arnold & Ruth Blasbalg 
Dr. Neil L. Blitz & Roslyn Birke 
Harriet Block 
Rosalind Bolusky 
Dana Bottorff 
Paul & Elaine Bolvin 
Sandra Bresler-Dolan 
Bresler's Entertainment 
Malcolm Bromberg 
Milton H. Bronstein 
Seymour & Marsha Brooks 

Breaking news ... 

Thank You 

Rhoda Broomfield 
Bertram M.- & Phyllis R. Brown Fund 
Cantor Remmie & Marjorie Brown 
Sandra & Fred Brown 
David & Arlene Calderon 
Edward & Maureen Canner 
Deborah Josephson Catone 
Judy Chorney 
Barry & Pauline Cohen 
Evelyn G. Cohen 
Dr. Leslie & Mrs. Francine Cohen 
Marshall Cohen 
Dr. & Mrs. Martin L. Cohen 
Ms. Sonia Cohen 
Sydney Cohen-
Louis Cohn 
Dr. Donald & Ms. Terri Coustan 
Irving J. Coven 
Louise Crocker 
Franklin Curhan 
Reeva Curran 
Jacob Cykert 
Eleanor & Professor Joel A. Dain 
Barry & Rosanne Dana 
Jaffa & David Davies 
Shirley & Albert Davis 
David & Karen DeForest 
Ms. Elaine Dickstein 
Mrs. Hilda Dinerman 
Drs. Carol Dorros & Boris Skurkovich 
Dr. Joseph Dowling 
Mrs. Lillian Drescher 
Abbott & Phyllis Dressler 
Rona & Max Dressler 
Marilyn Ehrenhaus 
Ann Ehrlich 
Stanley Ehrlich 
Alice Eichenbaum 
Cary Eichenbaum 
Alexander & Mira Eides 
Charles & Adele Eil 
Benjamin & Marilyn Eisenberg 
Norman & Arline Elman 
Lynne & James Ende 
Bernard Engel 
Lois & Burton Fain 
Robert Fain 
Rosalie Fain 
Grace & William Falk 
John Farley 
Shirley Farnsworth 

4rHANKSto 
your generous 
contributions, 
we exceeded 

our goal for this year's 
Patron Campaign. 

On behalf of The 
Jewish Voice & 
Herald, we thank you 
for your generous 
contributions. We 

Barbara Feibelman & Kenneth Orenstein 
Alan & Doris Feinberg 
Lotte & Ross Feinberg 
David Feinman 
Fred Felder 
Arline Feldman 
David & Roberta Feldman 
Edward S. & Zelda Feldman 
Florence Feldman 
Phillip & Cynthia Feldman 
Phyllis Fern 
Barbara Fields 
Jacob P. & Marilynn Fink 
Jonathan & Judith Finkle 
Dolores Finn 
Bruce Fischer 
Donna Fishman 
Henri Flikier & Ann Miller 
Herbert & Judith Fogel 
Joan & George Foley 
Geraldine & Warren Foster 
Jack Fox 
Estelle & Jack- Fradin 
Mrs. Gerald Franklin 
Carl I. Freedman & Beverly Ehrich 
Stanley Freedman 
Dr. Lester M. & Janet Friedman 
Ms. Helena Friedmann 
David & Florence Futtersak 
Dr. Mark Gabry & Shelley Katsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gadon 
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Sharon Gaines 
Ira S. & Anna Galkin Charitable Trust 
Toby Schmulowitz Galli 
Kenneth & Sharon Garber 
Dr. & Mrs. Martin Garber 
Dr. Perry & Mrs. Sharon Garber 
Betsy Garland 
Gerald Gateman 
Igor Gelin & Family 
Alla Gelina 
Phillip & Sylvia Geller 
Irene Gerber 
Harold & Karen Gerstein 
Marcia Gerstein 
Norman Getz 
Susan & Lawrence Ginsberg 
Dr. David Gitlitz & Linda Davidson 
Allan & Ellen Gittleman 
Judith & Ernest Glantz 
Leatrice & Seymour Glantz 

wwwjvhri.org 

know that you 
carefully choose 
where you send your 
philanthropic dollars, 
and we hope that 
you will continue to 
consider The Jewish 
Voice & Herald 
meaningful and 
relevant. 

If you don't see your 

Stella Glassman 
Ms. Evelyn Glatt 
Dr. Arvin Glicksman 
Melvin & Hope Globus 
Ms. Esther M. Gold 
Herbert & Ruth Gold 
Robert Gold 
Carol Golden & Stuart Einhorn 
Gloria Golden 
Lill ian Golden 
Elinor & Eldon Goldenberg 
Maxine Goldin 
Marian & William Golditch 
H. Herman Goldman 
Arthur Goldstein 
Rabbi Baruch Goldstein 
Sidney & Alice Goldstein 
Stanley & Merle Goldstein 
Elaine & Martin Goodman 
Pearl Gorden 
Judy & Stephen Gordon 
Mr. Mark Gordon 
Lenore Gorodetsky 
Nathaniel & Terna Gouse 
Lois & George Graboys 
Joan & Mort Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Green 
Merle "Magi" Green 
David Greenberg 
Gladys Greenberg** 
Louis & Arline Greenberg 
Dr. Melvin & Mrs. Barbara Greenberg 
Ed & Marlene Greene 
Burton & Carol Greifer 
Fania Gross 
Rhoda Grover 
Louis & Katherine Gumbiner 
Dr. Joshua & Mrs. Eva Gutman 
Mr. & Mrs. Erolle J. Haas 
Marlene Haiken 
Alice M. Hamilton 
Alexander & Irene Hanna 
Melvin & Pamela Hanzel 
David & Tess Hassenfeld Trusts 
Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz 
Charles & Jade Hirsch 
Larry Hirsch 
Marilyn Hoffman 
Alan Holoff 
Toby Horowitz 
Walter Horowitz 

friends' and neighbors' 
names on this list, 
it's not too late for 
them to give .. .in fact, 
it's never too late to 
donate. 

They can fill out the 
form, below, on page 
27. 

Dr. Cecile Ibrahim 
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond & Marion Irizarry 
Hyman W. Jacobson 
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey & Rozanne Jacobson 
Jean Jaffa 
Daniel & Jordana Jaffee 
Rabbi Marc S. & Barbara N. Jagolinzer 
Joan Jahoda 
Sam & Sonia Jamnik 
Gloria & Samuel Jarcho 
Myer Jarcho 
Marilyn D. Kagan 
Dr. Charles B. & Sue Kahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Fredric S. Kamin 
Sanford & Esta Karp 
Dr. Jerald & Mrs. Leslie Katz 
Joseph & Cecilia Katz 
Lawrence & Marilyn Katz 
Norma & Bob Kaufman 
W. Robert & Lois Kemp 
Dr. Martin & Mrs. Ellen Kerzer 
Alan Kerzner 
Greta & Irving Kessler 
Dr. Shirley B. Kessler 
Aron & Sima Khaytin 
Donna Kimmel 
Harold Kirsch 
Ken & Nancy Kirsch 
Blossom S. Kirschenbaum 
I. Richard & Helene Klein 
Estelle R. Klemer 
Robert Kohn 
Zelda R. & Samuel J. Kolodney 
Steven & Bonnie Koppelman 
David, Brenda & Philip Korn 
Morris Kortick 
Janis Kovan 
Dr. & Mrs. Milton K. Krantz 
Robert I. & Lee Krasner 
Howard & Maureen Krasnow 
Hope R. Krichmar 
Alan & Laura Krinsky 
Ms. Sherry Kriss 
Cantor Karl Kritz 
Elaine L. Kroll 
Lawrence & Clarissa Kulman 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard C. Kumins 
Steven M. Kumins 
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Kurzer 
Greta & Bernard Labush 
Dr. Leonard & Mrs. Glenda Labush 



PATRON 
Tamara Labush 
Jeffrey & Elaine Land 
Barbara Lappin 
Elmer & Shirley Lappin 
Israel & Mim Laudon 
Michla & Yehoshua Laufer 
Jerrold L. & Barbara S. Lavine 
David H. Leach 
Daniel Lederer 
Sheila Lederman 
Elsie & Rabbi Saul Leeman 
Joan L. Leftin 
Freda Lehrer 
Helen Lehrer 
Dr. David & Mrs. Peggy Leibowitz 
Herbert Leshinsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Lev 
Yehuda Lev & Rosemarie Pegueros-Lev 
Frances & Barry Levin 
Roberta & Morris J. Levin 
Ruth Paige Levin 
Sylvia Levin 
Barbara & George Levine 
Herma & Sidney Levine 
Dr. Mayer A. & Judy Levitt 
Dorothy & Irwin Levy 
Elaine Levy 
Steven & Donna Levy 
Dr. David & Eleanor Lewis 
Elly & Eliyahu Leyman 
Scott & Angela Libman 
Moshe & Toby Liebowitz 
Bernard & Barbara Lightman 
Bess Lindenbaum 
Jordan & Helene Liner 
Leonard & Barbara Linsky 
Sheldon Lipson 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Litchman 
Hal Litoff 
Arthur & Sara Little 
Alan & Marianne Litwin 
Toby & David London 
Louis & Valerie Long 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Luber 
Tod & Sarah Luginbuhl 
Ellie Lupo 
Rabbi Sarah Mack & Mr. Jeffrey Isaacs 
David & Alison Mandelbaum 
Leonard C. Mandell 
Leon & Inga Mann 
Charlotte Marcus 
Sylvia Marer 
Dr. Ronald Margolin 
Ruth Marks 
Ivy & Toby Marwil 
Dr. Edwin S. Mehlman 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Mell ion 
Delores Melzer 
Howard & Sue Meyerson 
Lewis & Janet Miller 
Dr. & Mrs. Murray E. Miller 
Sanford & Joyce Miller 
Stanley A. Miller 
Sybil & Michael Miller 
Susan Morin 
Beth Motta 
Robert Moyerman 
Abe** & Hope Myerson 
Marilyn Nappen 
Jane S. Nelson 
Samuel Nelson & Gertrude Stein-Nelson 
Martin & Dianne Newman 
Grace & Arnold Novick 
Dan & Alice Nussbaum 
Elaine Odessa 
Sruel & Phyllis Oelbaum 
Ruth Ohlund 
Paula Olivieri 
Sarah Osofsky 
Morton & Sylvia Paige 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Palestine 
Ida Paster 

Barbara Pearl 
Laura F. Pedrick 
Marjorie & Robert Pelcovits 
Charlotte I. Penn 
Rebecca & Arnold Pepper 
Cantor Ivan & Muriel Perlman 
George & Mary Perlstein 
Senator Rhoda Perry 
Andrew Pessin & Gabriella Rothman 
James & Lezli Pious 
Miriam & Arthur Plitt 
Dr. Bennett & Mrs. Juel Plotkin 
Barbara Portney 
Dr. Roy M. & June Poses 
Mr. & Mrs. Mathew Preiss 
Selma Price** 
Burt Priest 
Ellen & Lloyd Rabinowitz 
Warren & Susette Rabinowitz 
Marcus & Eleanor Rand 
Patricia Raskin 
Kenneth & Harriet Resnick 
Leon Resnick, in memory of 

Beverly Resnick 
Joan Retsinas 
Roberta Richman 
Marcia S. Riesman, in loving memory of 

Robert A. Riesman 
Audrey Robbins, in memory of 

Sylvia Forman 
Judy & Arthur Robbins 
Carole Robrish 
Dr. & Mrs. Neal Rogol 
Peter Rosedale 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Rosen 
Dorothy & Milton Rosen 
Ruth L. Rosen 
Rabbi James Rosenberg & 

Sandra Mattison Rosenberg 
Ruthy Rosenberg 
Mindy Rosenbloom, M.D. 

& Stuart Schwartz, M.D. 
Eleanor & Mal Ross 
Ruth Ross 
Leah Ross-Coke 
Leonard Rotenberg 
Jeannette Roth 
Marilyn & Dietrich Rueschemeyer 
Frances Sadler 
Norman & Marika Sadler 
Sylvia & Nathan Safferson 
Rose & Lester Sagan 
David & Amy Salett 
Marilyn Salk 
Alan and Sandra Samdperil 
Jill Sandberg · 
Amalie Sandelowski 
Frances Sanita 
Michael & Rabbi Jacqueline Satlow 
Rona Schaffel 
Barbara Schaffer 
Stanley J. Schaffer 
Joachim Scharf 
Dr. & Mrs. Sanford Schatz 
Barry Schiller 
Claire Schieffer 
Dr. Gustav & Ina Schlessinger 
Rosalyn Schmelzer & Family 
Kenneth & Roberta Schneider 
Mark & Helaine Schupack 
Dr. Ronald & Carol Schwartz 
Paul & Roberta Segal 

. Richard & Evelyn Seigle 
Mr. & Mrs. Yehudah Selinger 
Rabbi Joel & Eliana Seltzer 
Hinda Semonoff 
Robert Shaffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Shalansky 
Shalom Memorial Chapel 
Samuel & Linda Shamoon 
Freda Shapiro 
Jack & Hilde Shapiro 

Jewish Voice ~Herald August 6, 2010 PAGE 27 

Lyn & Tom Shapiro 
Ruth Shapiro 
lzya & Anna Shaposhnik 
Zin & Sandra Sharf 
Myra B. Shays 
Marilyn Friedman Shealey 
Arthur & Barbara Sheer 
Ruth & Donald Shein 
Barry & Ellen Shepard 
Eleanor & J. Sidney Shepard 
Robert & Sara Leach 
Anne & Gerald Sherman 
Leonard & Anna Sholes 
Harry & Beatrice Shore 
Beth Shuman 
Rosella L. Shuster 
Beatrice & Nathan Shwartz 
Laura & Stephen Silberfarb 
Hilary Silver 
A. Harvey & Jane Silverman 
Ira Silverman 
Rabbi Lawrence Silverman & 

Meredith Hoffman 
Max & Ida Silverman 
Adam & Meredith Sinel 
Eleanor Singer 
Dora & Gregory Sirota 
Mollie Sklut 
Leon Sloane 
Rita Slom 
Abraham** & Evelyn Snow 
Miss Ruth Snyder 
Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation 
Ronald & Marcia Sohn 
Frank Sokoll 
Barbara Sokoloff & 

Dr. Herbert Rakatansky· 
Mara Sokolsky & Don Kieffer 
Mrs. Sheldon S. Sollosy 
Anita Solomon 
Sally Ann Soren 
Carla & Andrew Spacone 

Lionel & Marion Spencer 
Ruth Spiegle 
Leona Spilka 
Herb & Gloria Spivack 
Dr. & Mrs. Sanford Spraragen 
Toby & Richard Sproch 
Sonia Sprung M.D. 
Phyllis Stambler 
Selma Stanzler 
Joyce & Bob Starr 
Irwin Stein 
Dr. Joshua Stein 
Greta Steiner 
Lynn Stepak 
Reva Stern 
Mrs. Seena Stern 
Philip Charis & Leslie Stern-Charis 
Dr. Ezra & Varda Stieglitz 
Faye & Robert Stolzman 
Justin & Sandra Strauss . 
Leonid & Faina Stukalov 
Steven Subotnick & Amy Kravitz 
Daniel & Rose Subotnik 
Sylvia & Richard Strauss 
Phyllis Swartz 
Carolyn R. Swift 
Beatrice Sydney 
Marcia Szymanski 
Eugene & Lydia Taub 
Sandy Taube 
Mrs. Rey Tejada 
Temple Habonim 
Jerome Tesler 
Marvin G.** & Joyce Schreiber Tesler 
Joshua & Cindy Teverow 
Jill & Michael Thaler 
Florence Tilles 
Howard & Toni Tinberg 
Ruth Tolchinsky 
Mel A. Topf 
Rosa & VictorTulenfeld 
Leonard Varga 

Susan & Irwin Vederman 
Lynn & Bruce Vinacco 
llya & Irena Vinarskiy 
Joyce & Larry Wacks 
Lil Waldman 
Dr. Alan & Mrs. Carol Wartenberg 
Raymond & Shirley Wasser 
Professors Peter & 

Judith Romney Wegner 
Eugene & Arline Weinberg 
Ruth & Irving Weinreich 
Howard & Judy Weiser 
Sandy Weisman 
Amy L. Weiss 
Karolyn White 
Gloria Williams 
Phyllis G. & James Williams 
Estelle & Albert Winograd 
Lila Winograd 
Evelyn Wolff 
Lisa Yorra 
Louis Yosinoff 
Rhoda & Sherwin Zaidman 
Lillian Zarum 
Janice Ziegler 
Daniel Zollo 
Janet & Melvin Zurier 
Daniel Zussman & Rebecca Brenner 

**Donors of blessed 
memory 

This H onor Roll includes gifts 
received between April 14, 2009 
and June 30, 2010. 

We regret any errors or omis
sions. To report an error, or if you 
have any questions, please contact 
M ichele G allagher at 421-4111, 
ext. 165 or mgallagher@JFRI.org. 

------------------------------------
Please support The Jewish Voice & Hera/a. 

Here is my contribution to keep The Jewish Voice & Herald 
coming to Jewish homes in greater Rhode Island: 
__ Benefactor $1,000 __ Associate Editor $72 
__ Sustainer $500 
__ Publisher $250 
__ Editor-in-chief $100 

Staff Writer $54 
__ Proofreader .$3-6 

Other 

__ Check enclosed (payable to The Jewish Voice & Herald) 
__ Charge my MC/VISA Card # 

Exp. Date Signature 

Donors' names will be published in a future issue. 
__ Please do not publish my name. 

Please print my name as: 

Address: 

Phone: Email: 

Thank you for your support. 

------------------------------------· wwwjvhri.org 
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Romance in the ghetto 
Fire escapes 

offered more than 
functionality 

ings designed to provide mar
ginally tolerable housing for the 
millions of immigrants abandon
ing Europe to seek a new life in 
this land of opportunity. The ten
ements were poorly designed of 
wood and in the event of a fire, had 
no egress to the street other than 
an unprotected, vulnerable central 
stair. 

~ 
;;::;;;;::;,,,,,;,~rn;;;F"r='T""""""il first with the moon and then, 

below, with her newly found lover, 
Romeo. So, many young lovers 
conversed between one fire escape 
and another. 

WAT distinguishes 
condominium 

partment house 
n Brooklyn (circa 

2010) from a tenement house in 
the same district (circa 1910)? 

Dr. Stanley 
Aronson 

Each may be six 
stories in height, 
each blessed with 
a multitude of 
windows and 
each with a front 
door of varying 
sophistication. 

But when 
viewed from a 
distance, the 
fapde of the 
older structure is 

Numerous escape mechanisms 
were devised in the late 19th 
century, including vertical lad
ders of iron or ev~n rope. Tenants 
who lived above the second floor, 
however, feared these efforts. The 
final design of an iron structure 
with conventional stairs, banis
ters and outer railings was finally 
accepted and, by 1890, municipal 
laws required fire escapes on all 
newly-constructed multiple dwell
ings and retrofitted fire escapes on 
older structures. 

upon the fire escapes. But after 
sundown, when the fire escapes 
were filled with their parents chat
tering away in Yiddish with their 

occasions, when the laundry lines 
were filled, the fire escape railings 
were also decorated with drying 
clothes. 

In 1956 a group of musical 
geniuses, Jerome Robbins, Leon
ard Bernstein and Stephen Sond
heim, transfigured Shakespeare's 
story of star-crossed lovers to 
contemporary Manhattan - and 
specifically, to its West Side. 
Two rival street gangs, called the 
Sharks and the Jets, struggled for 
dominion over their shabby turf. 
The original plot, first called "East 
Side Story," portrayed impover
ished Italian and Jewish families in 
dispute while their offspring found 
love rather than discord. 

uniquely embellished with a series 
of railed iron platforms connected 
vertically by diagonal iron stairs. 
To a Martian, these appear to be 
quaintly designed, wrought-iron 
contrivances constructed, perhaps, 
as bits of abstract art to diminish 
the cheerless appearance of the 
building's facade; to an urbanite, 
however, they are ugly, utilitarian 
safety measures, called fire escapes, 
which had identified impoverished 
residential structures called tene-

Did the conventional fire 
escapes fulfill the safety purposes 
for which they had been designed? 
Probably yes, but they also pro
vided unconventional uses that 
their engineering designers had 
never dreamed of. 

Ask any resident of a fire escape
adorned tenement, living there 
perhaps in the 1920s: "What was 
your fire escape used for?" 

"Ask any resident of a fire escape 
adorned tenement, living there 

perhaps in the 1920s: 'What was your 
fire escape used for?"' 

Bernstein believed that the story 
was too reminiscent of "Abie's 
Irish Rose" and so the scenario was 
given a Latin tempo with Maria 
and Tony as the lovers destined for 
a shadowed future. 

"West Side Story" opened on 
Broadway in the autumn of 1957 
replete with a Shakespearean 
balcony scene in Act One; but in 
keeping with American architec
ture and 20th century ambience, 
the balcony was replaced by a fire 
escape. Sadly, though, the star
crossed destiny of the lovers did 
not improve with its 20th century 
provenance. 

ments. 
Tenement dwellings crowded 

the streets of New York and other 
Eastern cities in the 1890s, build-

The respondent might recall, 
with a nostalgic smile, that on hot 
summer nights his mother allowed 
him to sleep there to escape the 
oppressive heat of the apartment. 
Children might remember, too, 
that they were forbidden to play 

neighbors, the children might race 
up and down the stairs to converse 
with schoolmates. 

And those who grew up during 
those distant decades will also 
recall the many geranium pots 
(and containers filled with cool
ing borscht) that were placed on 
the fire escape platforms. On rare 

None of us can stop the process of growing old, but we can ensure that 
the joy of friendship, the security of quality care, and the comfort of being 
connected to one's Jewish heritage will last a lifetime. Three hundred 
sixty-five days a year the Jewish Seniors Agency staff and its volunteers 
are improving the lives and touching the hearts of Jewish seniors and their 
families through these core programs: To Life Center Adult Day Services 
at JSA, Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island Outreach Program, *Shalom 
and Shalom II Apartments, The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living 
Residence, Celebrations Adult Day Services Center at Tama risk, Age Well RI, 
**The Louis and Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher Food Pantry** 
and the JSA Women's Association. 

., ... '-'ngffl)fflJNlll!fflNfltklnofRhodtlltand 
.. Acofllbof11fngp,ogr-,nofJfWllflf-")'s.NIU,~Settlor1~ 
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Jewish Seniors Agency (i) 
Putting life into living. • 

100 Niantic Avenue. Providence, RI 02907 www.jsari.org Phone 401-351-4750 

wwwjvhri.org 

The imaginative adolescents 
devised yet another purpose. Some 
of these dreamers viewed the fire 
escapes as a romantic mecha
nism, as a metaphor, for the lyri
cal expression of true love. They 
recalled a young lass from Verona 
named Juliet Capulet who ven
tured upon her balcony to converse 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D. is dean 
of medicine emeritus, Brown Uni
versity. Contact him at smamd@cox. 
net .. 
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I Listen, I Care. It's All About YOU! 
Let my yrars of e.xped ence benefir yot~. 

Realtor since 1977. 
Certified Resldentlal SpeciaUst • Certif ied Buyer Representative • Certified Negotiation 

Sped alist • Senior Real Estate Speciallst • Associate Broker • Relocatlon Specialist 

401-884-8050 1124 Office• 401-419-1355 Mobile• 5hei~.l,nd@NEMoves.com • www.SheilalJlnd.com 

ColdwcU Banker Residential Brokerage 
527 Main Strut • Easl Grttnwich, R1 • 02818 
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Fall River 
Jewish Home 

538 ROBESON ST., FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 

L 

providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 

~ 
n¥ 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 
only 20 minutes from Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679-6172 
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From the Archives of the R . I Jewish H istorical Association 

Fraternally yours 
New immigrants 

embrace American 
society 

BY GERALDINE SEGAL FOSTER 

Special to The Voice & Herald THE OLDEST Jewish 
fraternal organization, 
the Rhode Island Jewish 
Fraternal Association 

(RIJFA), officially closed its books 
in December 2009, 105 years after 
its founding in South Providence. 
A charter was issued on Oct. 6, 
1904 for the purpose of "helping 
its members while sick or in dis
tress." 

According to a history by Alter 
Boyman in the 50th anniversary 
souvenir booklet, immigrants 
tended to segregate themselves 
and worship and socialize with 
others from the same country or 
city. Although the synagogues 
had Hebrew names, they were 
more familiarly known by the 
country of origin of their congre
gants: Russische (Russian} or Litv
ishe (Lithuanian} or Roumanische 
(Romanian) shut, as were their 
self-help associations, such as the 
First Odessa, Yelisvetgrad or Aus
trian Hungarian societies. 

Hoping to end this segrega
tion as well as to provide material 
benefits in case of illness, financial 
need or misfortune, a group of 
young men came together to form 
the Rhode Island Workingmen's 
Beneficial Association. Louis 
Grant presided at the fi rst meet
ing. Simon Wolk spoke in Yiddish 
to urge all present to break away 
from small segregated groups and 
unite to form a fraternal organiza
tion that would "help its members 
and others, to make them proud of 
what they are, to strengthen their 
spirit and to lift up their cultural 
standing." 

It was a strong appeal to an 
immigrant population who had, 

for the most part, come from small 
towns, and who had had little or 
no opportunity to hear secular 
speakers or to express their own 
opinions openly at a public gath
ering. 

Meetings were held twice a 
month, according to a memoir by 
Samuel Altman in the same sou
venir booklet. The first meeting 
he attended took place in Bazar's 
Hall on a Sunday afternoon in 
1911: He wrote, "The meetings 
were interesting because, although 
membership consisted of people 
of different ideologies, some reli
gious and some not religious, they 
were peaceful and tolerant to one 
another [when deciding issues]." 

"Members were 
encouraged to 

express opinions 
and object to 
things they 

considered wrong." 

However, a heated discussion 
occurred at their first meeting 
about whether the members should 
support a fund for the families of 
the strikers in the New York gar
ment trades and the Lowell textile 
industry. The result? Seventy-five 
dollars was collected among those 
present and an additional $25 was 
sent from the treasury. 

The RIJFA also developed a 
strong educational component. It 
became a school that taught immi
grants about American democracy, 
citizenship and current events. 
Members were encouraged to 
express opinions and object to 
things they considered wrong. 
It was "their stepping stone to 
American life." The organization 
continued to grow and reached a 

HOW TO CONNECT 
ALL THE DOTS OF 

EVERYDAY LIFE FOR 
PEOPLE OVER 65. 

We help people 65+ maintain 

their independence. We 
combine senior assistance and 
everyday concierge consulting . 

Call 401.331.2849 
or visit Jennaline.com . 
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YOU R A N S W E R TO ALL LIFE'S LITT LE S ITUATIONS . 

/ R.I. Jewish Hi storical Assn . 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORY BOARD FOR 1964-66: From left, front row: Samuel Kaufman, Samuel 
Jamnik, Leonard Varga, David Brandt, Dr. Marshall K. Bornstein, Julius Musen; second row: Archie 

Baker, Abraham Grebstein, Ira Bazar, Samuel Bazar, Abraham Bazar; third row: Samuel Brooks, 
El i Kaufman, Chaplain Isadore Gohen, Larry Nullman 

membership of 499, the maximum 
allowed br. its charter. There was a 
waiting list. 

In February 1942, the organiza
tion officially changed its name to 
the Rhode Island Jewish Fraternal 
Association. 

However, although the 60th 
anniversary souvenir booklet, 
included celebratory articles, 
it also intimated of a declining 
membership. Newer generations 
were seeking other afli.liations and 
had no need for RIJFA as a edu-

cational or social outlet or for the 
membership benefits. 

On Oct. 13, 1984, the last large 
celebration - the group's 80th 
anniversary - honored the past 
presidents. 

President David Brandt pre
sided over the final meeting in 
December 2009. The membership 
had dwindled to fewer than the 50 
people - the minimum number 
required under by the organiza
tion's by-laws. David Bazar, whose 
family had been very involved in 

the organization, represented the 
membership in the final disper
sion of funds. The remaining plots 
in the RIJFA section of Lincoln 
Park were sold to Touro Fraternal 
Association. The remaining 37 
members received benefits and the 
remaining funds in the treasury 
were donated to charity. 

Their time had passed. 

Geraldine Segal Foster is a past 
president of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association. Contact her at 
velve/73@aol.com. 

When a stroke hits, seconds count. 

In the moments following a stroke, 
you want to be tr.eated at a hospital 
that recognizes the importance of 
each second. Roger Williams Medical 
Center is proud to be recognized as a 
Stroke Center and a participant in the 
American Stroke Association's "Get 
With The Guidelines" Stroke program. 

wwwjvhri.org 

This designation means our- $ff has 
been specially trained to treat stroke 
patients. At the Stroke Center at Roger 
Williams, the care you receive can 
improve your chance of recovery while 
reducing the risk of a secondary attack. r To learn more about the Stroke 

Center at Roger Williams Medical 
Center. please visit www.rwmc.org 
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ANTIQUES 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 

RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BARIBAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 
University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcha 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

¥ Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFE SSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARH0INS .-------I 
• RARECOINS BUUION &GOLD JEWELRv' 
•CURRENCY 
• STAMPS 
•GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST 

~ ;ii, • ANTIQUES,STERUNG SILVER 

/ijj;!7 •COINS &BARS PRICES 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Oolla,,, 
GoldCoin,&Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof Sets, Coin & 
Stamp Albums • US ANO FOREIGN 

• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODDIT COIN rvcHANGE INC Serving banks,anorneys,estates 11111 UI I, 1 and the pub he for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 401 861 7640 
SAMELOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 " " 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~;o~~-~~t:1~i~~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service• Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAL~ ~ 

0 f ~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. • Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

wwwjvhri.org 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

Cell (401) 996-131 2 
Fax (401 ) 421-6254 

UCTION 

RI Reg# 30842 
Insured 

Quality Service 
'----==--_i;;1tisfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843- 1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1 11 9 

in The Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'll be glad yo'u did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 
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Advertisers: Our readers count! 
W HEN YOU ADVERTISE with The Jewish Voice & Herald, ~ - .... 

you reach many affluent readers who have disposable /;;;;, "j;;,".,,~~;-°f-':-), 
income to spend on your business! A 2010 Reader Survey ~ 

(conducted by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island) shows that 50 
percent of them have annual household incomes of $90,000 or more, 

http:/ /www. 
Don't wait another moment - contact Tricia Stearly, 

advertising representative, at421-4111, ext.160, 441-1865 or BE SURE TO VISIT The Jewish Voice & Her
ald's new and improved Web site: 

wwwJvhri.org 
tstearly@JFRI.org. 

A message to our readers: 
The name is the same, but this site is crisper, cleaner and 

easier to navigate. Tell us what you like (or don't like) by 
emailing nkirsch@JFRl.org. In the meantime, bear with us as 
we get the site fully populated. Thank our advertisers And The Jewish Voice & Herald is new to Facebook. 

W EN YOU VISIT 
law firm, medical 

practice, restaurant, 
shop or other place of business 
that advertises with 1he Voice & 
Herald, why not take 30 seconds 
out of your day to say, "Please 

let your management here know 
that I saw your ad in 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald," or "I came in 
because I saw your ad in 1he 
Voice & Herald," or, simply, 
"Thank you for advertising in 
1he]ewish Voice & Herald." 

It doesn't cost you anything 
except a few seconds of time 
and thought, yet it carries big 
impact with savvy advertisers. 
They want to know that people 
pay attention - and respond to 
- their advertising. 

Please follow us on Facebook. Your comments, photos 
and postings on our 
wall will make our 
page more fun and 
engaging. 

Ir.I Find us on 
al Facebook 

lhe JEWISH VOICE & IIERArn 
· Business and Professional Directory 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

~l;?JtMEDINA 
Paintine & Remodeline co., Inc. 

INTERIOR & ExTER.IOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Spe<ializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

~ 
Working in the 

Jewish Community 
Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
J[Fl~~ Estimates with 

24 Ho 

• Professional & Reliable 

: Paul Abreu • Licensed & Insured 
: 401-252-9577 ,1 • Excellent References 
• ...................................... • .. fal0Portu9ues-REGl2l444 •• 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 
Toll Free 800-725-3037 

588 Pawwcket Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02860 
(401) 722-2400 • FAX: (401 ) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenue, Atdeboro, HA 02703 
(508) 222-4450 , FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place, Suite 530, Lincoln, RI 02865 
(401) JJ4-J700 • FAX:(401) JJ4-J414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered _Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Pri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail .com 

Prescriptions filled ... Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS 1HAN $26 PER ISSUE. YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HEREI 
Call or e-mail today! 

• Tricia Stearly • 
401-421-4111, ext 160 

tstearly@jfri.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

-~· ITES &SON 
S:// PLUMBING & HEATING 

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL 

161ADMIRALSTREET 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908 

401 - 421-1358 

Neal Lund 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS. WATER HEATERS. SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed• Serviced• Repaired 

401-265-9152 • 401-233-4882 

•maximize corwenimct, efficiency 

TeL '4-01 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633.{)()62 
www.rentamensch.us . . .... IIW694 
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EXPOSURE to Jewish community introduces Peter K. to his history 
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contact with the Jewish com
munity in 2008 that I reached 
a sudden turning point in my 
life. Because of that contact, I 
began a conversation with my 
mother, and that which we never 
discussed at home became real
ity. In 2008, I learned that my 
mother was Jewish - a Hungar
ian Jew, one of so many thou
sands deported in 1943. 

It is difficult to describe in a 
few words the process of eliciting 
my mother's history. I decided to 
delve deeply into the lost story 
of my mother's youth and try to 
uncover the history of her family. 
As a result, I realized that I did 
not have a choice about claim
ing my own history. To enter the 
Jewish world was a natural con
sequence of my turning point. It 
was not necessary for me to find 
any self-motivation or consider 
any dilemmas. 

After many hours of emo
tional and touching conversa
tions about deportation and 

camps, my mother suddenly 
and unexpectedly opened up 
and . began to speak about her 
Jewish childhood and youth. She 
recalled names, songs, remem
bered Shabbat at home and how 
her mother baked challah. (My 

"My mother 
sudden1y and 
unexpected1y 

opened up and 
began to speak 

about her Jewish 
chi1dhood and 

youth." 

grandpa rents had a small bakery 
on Dohanyi Street in Jewish 
Budapest.) Every day brought 
new forgotten facts. I have seen 
how much joy the recall of this 
forgotten world brings to her. 

During one conversation, 
when my mother an nounced that 
she could now die happily as a 
Jew, I felt that my life underwent 
a radical transformation. My 
mother and I joined the Jewish 
Community Center of Warsaw, 
and I became an active member 
there . I take part in every day 
activities and plans that affect 
Jewish life. My mother is most 
curious about all my activities at 
the Center and wants to know 
about them in great detail! We 
both regret that because of her 
age and health she cannot par
ticipate in this new and renewed 
Jewish life in Poland. 

One of the highlights of the 
Jewish community in Warsaw 
is Limud Keshet. I met Claire 
Roche and Jamie Pious at the 
last Limud in October 2009. We 
spoke at length, and I told Claire 
my life story and that of my 
mother. When I had an opportu
nity in April 2010 to join Claire 
and the New England Region on 
the March of The Living, I did 
not hesitate. 

Knowa Guy? 
Could be worth $25! 

Rhode Islanders are famous for saying "I KNOW A GUY." 

If YOU know a business owner who has not yet 
discovered advertising with The Voice & Herald, 
you could earn a $25 gift card to a local store. 

Call our ad rep, Tricia Stearly (she's REALLY 
nice}, at 421-4111, ext. 160 or e-mail 
tstearly@jfri.org to get in on the deal. You 
find us a business person who would love 
business from our community, and if he or she 
advertises with us, you get the prize! 

Read the fine print, below, for more details! 
+ REFER SOMEONE - your favorite doctor, dentist, realtor, accoun

tant, restaurant owner, florist, liquor score owner, etc. to Tricia Stearly, 
our advertising sales representative, at 421-4111, exc.160 or 

cscearly@JFRI.org . 

• IF THAT PERSON HASN'T ADVERTISED WITH THE 
VOICE & HERALD in the past 12 months a_nd signs an advertis
ing contract with us, we'll send you the $25 gift card from one of our 

local advertisers. 

+ WE'LL SEND YOU the $25 gift card after the ad runs. 

+ IT'S A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE - you gee a gift card co use 
or give away, your referral gees great advertising exposure and we've put 
money in the hands of another local business! 

+ DON'T DELAY - this program may be time-limited! 

wwwjvhri.org 

MARCH OF THE LIVING participants walk along railroad tracks 
inside Birkenau death camp in Oswiecem, Poland. 

I participated in the March 
because there were 9,000 par
ticipants, mostly young Jews 
from all over the world, walking 
to recreate the march that was 
the final journey for more than 
a million Jews. And because my 
mother said, "Go there, see how 
I lived." 

For me, it was an act of join
ing in a shared history. Unlike 
my visit 45 years earlier, I felt 
very deeply that I was a witness 
for the millions of human beings 
who were exterminated only 
because they were Jews. It is no 
longer an abstract idea, but a fact 
confirmed by the presence of the 
thousands of young people with 

whom I shared this experience. 
It was part of a journey that I am 
just beginning. 

1he ]FRI Community Develop
ment Committee renewed funding 
far Limud Ke.rhet 2010, at which 
Peter K. will volunteer, as well as 
funding far Jewish camping and 
youth groups in the Warsaw area. 
1he next goal in the development of 
the people-to-people initiative is a 
camp counselor exchange between 
the summer camp in Warsaw and 
Camp JORI here at home. 

Claire Roche is the director of 
operations at the BJE and senior 
planning aJJociate at the ]FRI. 

WARSAW GHETTO MONUMENT - The inscription on the 
monument reads, in Hebrew, Yiddish and Polish, 
"The Jewish People - its fighters and martyrs." 
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OBITUARIES 
Bette Lipkin Brown, 85 

WELLESLEY, Mass. - Bette Brown, 
formerly of Providence and West 
Palm Beach, Fla., died on July 19 in 
Wellesley, Mass. 

The wife of the late Howard G. 
Brown, she was the daughter of the 
late Cecile ( Gordon) and Edward H. 
Lipkin. Born in Boston and raised in 
Newton where she graduated high 
school, she was a 1946 graduate of 
Pembroke College, now Brown Uni
versity. 

Throughout her life, she remained 
an active and devoted Brown Uni
versity alumna. She was a trustee 
emeritus. She and her late hus
band were instrumental in estab
lishing the Brown University Club 
of Palm Beach County. She was a 
past member of the Brown Univer
sity Development Council and past 
chairman of the Brown University 
Pops Concert. She loved interview
ing prospective Brown University 
students. 

She had an active volunteer life 
and sat on the boards of Planned 
Parenthood, Rhode Island Philhar
monic, Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 
and the YWCA. 

For several years, she was the 
chairman of the Philharmonic Chil
dren's Concerts. She was past area 
chairman of the United Fund Cam
paign, member of the United Fund 
Budget Committee and financial 
secretary of The Miriam Hospital 
Women's Association. She was a 
docent at Rhode Island School of 
Design and transcribed text books 
into Braille. 

She is survived by her son, Jeffrey 
A. Brown and his wife, Barbara, of 
East Greenwich, and her daughter, 
Cathy E. Brown, of Brookline, Mass. 
She leaves her three grandchildren, 
·seth, Grant and Halee. She was the 
sister of Alton G. Lipkin and the late 
H. Marjorie Tanner. 

Donations may be made to the 
Pembroke Scholarship Fund c/o 
Brown University, Box 1877, Provi
dence, RI 02912 or the Howard 
G. Brown Fund at Jewish Family 
Service, 959 North Main St., Provi
dence, RI 02904. 

Jerome Feinstein, 91 
EAST GREENWICH - Jerome 
"Jerry" Feinstein, 91,.of St. Elizabeth 
Home, died on July 20. He was the 
husband of the late Sarah (Benson) 
Feinstein. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Joseph and Eva (Kamin
sky) Feinstein, he had lived in East 
Greenwich, Warwick and Sarasota, 
Fla. He was the owner of the former 
M & F Insurance Agency in Provi
dence, retiring 31 years ago. The 
building chairman of the Providence 
Hebrew Day School, he was a former 
member of the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island, and volun
teered for the Boy Scouts, where he 
was the camping chairman. 

He was the father of Jonathan 
Feinstein of Southborough, Mass., 
Naomi Mittell of North Kingstown, 
Amy Derr and her husband Edward 
of Norwich, Conn., and the late 
Louise Reuter. 

He was the brother of Harris Fein
stein and his wife, Faith , of Warwick; 
Benton Feinstein of Virginia Beach, 
Va. and Rosalie Busgang and her 
husband, Jullian, of Philadelphia. 
He was the grandfather of Adam, 
Ethan, Sam, Tanya and Jason, and 
the great-grandfather of 3. 

Contributions may be made to St. 
Elizabeth Home-Garden Fund. 

David E. Felder, 86 
DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - David 
Felder, of Delray Beach, Fla ., Dart
mouth, Mass. and Fall River, Mass. 
died on July 25. He was the hus
band for 58 years of Louise (Simon) 
Felder. 

·Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Charles and Katherine (Harri
son) Felder, he had lived in Delray 
Beach for 22 years. He was the pres
ident of Simon's Supply Company 
in southeastern Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island for 38 years, retiring 
in 1988. 

A World War II Army Air Corps 
veteran who served in Europe, he 

• 
was a member of Tifereth 
Israel Congregation in 
New Bedford, Mass., and 
Temple Emeth in Delray 

Beach, Fla. 

He was the father of Lloyd Felder 
and his wife, Debra, of Dartmouth, 
Mass., Fred Felder of Providence 
and Clifford Felder of Israel. He was 
the brother of the late Jacob Felder 
and Edith Shapiro, and the grandfa
ther of Daniel and Laura. 

Contributions may be made to 
Ahavath Achim Synagogue. 

Vera-Vikhna Laznik, 93 
GREENVILLE - Vera-Vikhna Laznik 
died on July 27. She came to Rhode 
Island in 1979 from Riga, Latvia. She 

the war. 

had a remarkable 
life. The youngest 
of six children, she 
was born in 1917 in 
Astrakhan, Russia 
in the din of World 
War I. Her family 
returned to inde
pendent Latvia after 

As a young woman, she moved 
to Riga, became a seamstress and 
married Mendel Laznik. The peace 
they found was short-lived, as war 
once again gripped the continent. 
They evacuated to Kyrgistan, away 
from the invading German army. 
Most of the family members who 
stayed behind perished; only a few 
survived. 

After her husband died in his 
40s, she raised two young children 
alone. When the opportunity arose, 
she came to America at age 62 with 
her son's family. She spoke five lan
guages, learning English when she 
came to the United States. She is 
remembered as a strong person, 
extremely resourceful, but most of 
all, never refusing to help others. 

She leaves her children, Abram 
and Lia Laznik, her brother Zeve 
Shneyder, four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

Stephen Mazor, 76 
PROVIDENCE - Stephen Mazor 
died on July 22. He was the hus
band of the late Sybil "Sugar" 
(Field) Mazor. Born in Boston, he 
was a son of the late Myer and Lulu 
(Moseon) Mazor. 

A graduate of Boston University 
and a president of A E Phi fraternity, 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL§.~ l 

CHAPEL =.~ 
458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 

(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 
Fax: (401) 331-9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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he was an avid golfer and a lifelong 
Red Sox fan. • 

He is survived by his children, 
Lisa, Brian, Beth and Jay Mazor; his 
granddaughter, Alex Mazor and his 
cousins, Sandy Gerber and Carol 
Weiss. 

Donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 931 Jef
ferson Blvd., Ste.3004, Warwick, RI 
02886. 

. Beverly (Starr) Rosen, 89 
PAWTUCKET - Beverly Rosen, of 
Pawtucket, died on July 20. She 
was the wife of the late Benton 
Rosen. Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Samuel and 
Nancy (Kapland) Starr. 

A graduate of Pembroke College 
and a member of Temple Beth- El,, 
she was active in the Wedgwood 
Society of Boston. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter, Susan Hirsch and her husband, 
John, of Smithfield ; her grandchil
dren, Joshua and Benjamin; and her 
great-grandchildren, Zachary and 
Eliza. She was the mother of the late 
John Rosen and the sister of the late 
Robert Starr. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Nancy K. Starr Medical Fellowship, 
c/ o Brown University, PO Box 1877, 
Providence, RI 02912. 

Ronya Selinger 
TORONTO - Ronya Selinger, 96, of 
Toronto, died on June 9. She was 
the wife of the late Dr. Zelig Selinger. 
Born in Poland, she came to Canada 
in the 1920s with her parents and 
siblings and settled in Montreal. 

After her marriage, she and her 
husband and sons spent many years 
in western Canada before retiring to 
Toronto in the late 1970s. She was a 
lifetime member of Hadassah. 

She is survived by her son, Zev, 
of Toronto, her son Yehudah, and 
daughter-in-law Marcia (Winkl
eman). of Barrington, and grandson 

Ethan, a sophomore at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island. Donations may 
be made to the Jewish National 
Fund or your local Hadassah chap
ter. 

Pearl Shein, 72 
PROVIDENCE - Pearl Shein, of 
Providence, died on July 21. She was 
born April 15, 1938, in Providence,, 
the daughter of the late Abraham 
Horvitz and Rose ( Gershkoff) 
Horvitz. 

She leaves her husband, F. 
Richard Shein, of Providence, her 
daughter, Rachel Shein and her 
husband, Steven Pilarski, and their 
children, Spencer, Zachary and 
Sophie, of San Diego, Calif. She 
also leaves her daughter, Jane Noel, 
and her husband, Michael Noel, of 
West Greenwich, and their children , 
Christine and Viola. She is survived 
by her brother, Paul, and his wife, 
Carol, of Houston, and her sister, 
Deborah Horvitz, of Pascoag. 

A 1959 graduate of Boston Uni
versity, she taught at Johnson & 
Wales College. Artistic in many 
media, she owned and operated 
a needlepoint shop specializing in 
custom design for 12 years. She was 
instrumental in the execution of 
the Rhode Island Heritage Rug for 
the Providence Preservation Soci
ety, and was a docent for the RISD 
Museum and the Rhode Island State 
House. She took great pleasure from 
her memberships in two book clubs 
and the Handicraft Club. 

Known for her ready smile and 
irrepressible good humor, she had 
a deep and abiding appreciation for 
all of life's gifts. She reveled in her 
good fortune - a happy marriage of 
almost 50 years, a precious family 
and many wonderful friends. 

Contributions may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New Lonclon Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: l-877-463-7771 

A eerrifi,d by ,1" 
~) R. I. Board of Rabbis 

Michael D. Smith Pre-Nud Programs Availahk 
Licensed funeral Director Wbu/cbair Accessible 
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from police reports and complaints 
to ADL's regional offices. As a 
result, incidents can be more thor
oughly investigated as they unfold, 
said Deborah Lauter, the director of 
AD L's civil rights division, who is 
in charge of the audit. 

As an example, Lauter said 
that police in Salem County, N,J., 
recorded an incident last year of 
swastikas on park benches as anti
Semitic vandalism. An ADL inves
tigation surmised that because there 
was no significant Jewish commu
nity in the area, it was more likely 
an act of general hate and therefore 
was not included in the audit. 

"If it appeared on a bench in 
Lakewood, that would be a differ
ent thing;' said Lauter, referring to 
the heavily haredi Orthodox town in 
New Jersey that is home to a promi
nent yeshiva. 

Lauter said it has become increas
ingly clear to ADL as it conducts 
education programs across the 
United States that young people 
don't know the significance of 
the swastika and its relation to 
the H olocaust, and that often it is 
being used to intimidate non-Jews, 
including African-Americans. 

There were 1,211 anti-Semitic 
incidents across the U.S. in 2009, 
including 209 in New York State, 
according to the latest ADL audit. 
Lauter said that had the criteria 
been unchanged, this year's statis
tics would have shown a 10 percent 
increase over the 1,352 incidents 
recorded in 2008. 

Instead, the new system shows a 
10 percent decrease. But compar
ing the two surveys would be akin 
to comparing apples to oranges 
because of the varying qualifiers. 

William Helmreich, a sociology 
professor at the City University of 

JEFFREY 8. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
Attorney General J'J9J. /fJ99 

• Criminal Defense 
• Pers-0nal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B. PIN£ 

BRIAN G. GoLOST£JN 

32 1 South Main St.• Suite 302 
Providence, RI • 40I.351.8200 · 

Summit Pla,,a • 231 Old Tower Rd. 
Wakefield. RI· 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 
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SWASTIKA no longer always a symbol of anti-Semitism 

ABRAHAM FOXMAN 

New York's Graduate Center, said 
he understood the reasons for dif
ferentiating between swastikas 
directly targeting Jews and those 
painted in general locations. But 
Helmreich said he had "reserva
tions" about omitting the latter cat
egory from the report. 

"I don't feel they should stop 
taking note of swastikas in general 
because they do represent a symbol 
of hatred," he said. 'Why not just 
differentiate it in the report, as we 
do in sociology? Rather than yes or 
no, there is agree, agree strongly or 
disagree." 

Lauter said information on swas
tikas not directed at Jews was being 
preserved, even if excluded from the 
audit. 

"We may take a look to see if it 
warrants a separate report," she 
said. "1his [system] does enable us 
to look at these kinds of trends." 

Michael Berenbaum, former 
project director of the U.S. Holo-

Swastika is still a sign 
of anti-Semitism 

BY MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Anti-Def
amation League (ADL) recently 
released its annual audit on anti
Semitism; the audit includes reports 
the organization receives on a local, 
state, regional and national level. It 
does not include anti-Semitic acts 
that were reported to law enforce
ment officials or other organiza
tions, but not reported to the ADL. 

The New England region, 

caust Memorial Museum in Wash-
ington and now a consultant, said 
he agrees with AD L's decision. 

"The presence of swastikas in 
certain contexts is not sufficient 
to prove anti-Semitism," he said. 
"Individual judgments should be 
made, and ADL has done as good 
a job as anyone over the years in 
quantifying anti-Semitism. They 
have reported declines when it is in 
their self-interest to have it on the 
rise [because of fund raising]." 

A March 2007 story in 1he 
Jewish Week noted that the ADL's 
presentation of numbers that year 
was misleading; while there was 
a drop in the overall number of 
incidents - including e-mails and 
verbal harassment - violent attacks 
on Jews were on the rise, particu
larly in New York. In stressing the 
aggregate decrease in incidents, the 
organization was presenting a pic
ture of greater tolerance and safety 
when the rising assaults told a dif
ferent story. 

At the time, Foxman said the 
agency was considering changing 
the way it tracks and documents 
incidents. 

I NCIDENT CATEGORIES 
REMAJN UNCHANGED 

The three primary categories of 
incidents have not changed. They 
are assaults, of which there were 29 
reported in the audit; acts of van
dalism, 422; and harassment, 760 
incidents. 

California and New York had 
the most incidents, 275 and 209, 
respectively, followed by New Jersey 
with 132 and Florida with 90. (See 
the story below, by Marty Cooper, 
that describes the situation in New 
England.) To better track the inci
dents, Lauter said the agency uses 
modified sales-tracking software 
that allows the regional offices to 

input incidents that are then ana
lyzed by the New York headquar
ters. As a result of incorporating 
the new system, the report, which 
is generally released in the first half 
of the year, was released later than 
usual this year. 

The most serious incident was the 
deadly attack on the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington by a white supremacist 
who fatally shot a museum guard 
in June. The 88-year-old suspect, 
James Von Brunn, was hit by return 
fire and later died of his wounds. 

NEW YORK CASES 

In New York, the audit notes the 
May arrests of four Muslim men 

"Young people . 
don't know the 
signinca]'.'lce of 

the swastika and 
its relation to 

the Holocaust." 

Deborah Lauter 
Director of AOL's 

civil rights division 

who plotted to bomb two Riverdale 
synagogues in what turned out to 
be an FBI sting operation, as well 
as a spree of "Kill the Jews" leaf
lets dropped throughout New York 
City and its suburbs. A livery cab 
driver was charged last week with 
one count of aggravated harass
ment connected to that spree, and 
police say he confessed to the other 
incidents. Only the leaflets left near 
the Jewish Institute for the Blind 
in Manhattan constituted a crime, 

AOL's New England data 
according to the 2009 ADL audit, 
suggests that acts of anti-Semitism 
were down from 2008. During 
2009, the region reported 64 cases 
of anti-Semitism compared to 72 
in 2008. However, Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts were up from 
2008. Rhode Island reported five 
incidents in 2009, and only two in 
2008. In Massachusetts, there were 
55 and 52 acts of anti-Semitism in 
2009 and 2008, respectively. How
ever, as the audit does not necessar
ily include every report of swastika 
graffiti as acts of anti-Semitism, this 
year's report is slightly skewed when 
compared to prior years' reports. 

While acknowledging that the 

swastika is an act of hate, the ADL 
is now objectively deciding if it is 
intended to be an act of anti-Sem
itism. Certainly a swastika painted 
on a synagogue is considered an act 
of anti-Semitism. But, that same 
sign painted on an office building, 
school, or home of someone not 
Jewish may not be deemed to be an 
act of anti-Semitism by the ADL. 

It is interesting that the ADL 
made this decision for 2009, a year 
when there was a great deal of ten
sion relating to Jewish communities. 
The change was also implemented 
shortly after national hate crime 
legislation was enacted. 

Will this change in documenting 

authorities said. 
The audit also noted the arrest of 

a white supremacist in Brockton, 
Mass., who killed two people, raped 
a third and allegedly was planning 
to kill Jews. 

The activities of members of 
the Westboro Baptist Church, of 
Topeka, Kan., which included pro
testing at Jewish institutions across 
the country with anti-Semitic signs, 
also were noted in the audit, as was 
a "severe intensification" of online 
hate directed at Jews. That included 
anti-Israel Facebook groups and 
comments in online forums in 
response to the Bernard Madoff 
Ponzi scheme scandal that espoused 
Jewish conspiracy theories. 

In New York, the audit noted 79 
incidents of harassment, 10 cases 
of physical assault and 120 of van
dalism. Brooklyn led the state in 
incidents, with 51, followed by 49 
in Manhattan and 47 in suburban 
Nassau County on Long Island. 

In addition to the Riverdale 
bomb plot, incidents cited included 
the August assault of an 11-year
old girl who was taunted with anti
Semitic comments in Brooklyn; the 
assault of a Brooklyn man who was 
hit with a brick in September; the 
mailing of swastika-bearing letters 
to three Jewish teachers at Colum
bia University's Teachers College in 
April; and the desecration of mau
soleums and headstones at a Jewish 
cemetery in Q,eens in July. 

"Overall, New York provides a 
very good environment for Jews," 
said Jeffrey Parker, chair of ADL's 
New York region in a statement. 
"Yet there are still incidents of Jews 
being attacked simply because they 
are Jewish. Even one such incident 
is one too many and has a ripple 
effect on the community." 

anti-Semitic acts make convicting a 
person for committing a hate crime 
more difficult? The ADL would say 
"no," as it still deems a swastika on a 
building as a symbol of hate, even if 
not a symbol of anti-Semitism. 

A few generations have passed 
since the Nazis used the swastika 
as a symbol of hatred for Jews -and 
others. Even so, it will always rep
resent an act of anti-Semitism, even 
if the individual responsible for the 
swastika's display does not realize 
the symbol's history. 

Marty Cooper is the director of the 
Community Relations Council. Con
tact him at mcooper@JFRI.org. 
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IM 
Bar Association Award 

THE HONORABLE MICHAEL 
A. SILVERSTEIN received 
the 2010 Chief Justice Joseph 

R. Weisberger Judicial Excellence 
Award from the Rhode Island Bar 
Association at the association's 
annual meeting this June. 

"Judge Silverstein exemplifies and 
encourages the highest level of com
petence in the practice of law." said 
Susan Leach DeBlasio, a 1979 grad
uate of Boston University School 
of Law. "Judge Silverstein is, above 
all things, fair. He understands the 
nature of litigation and corporate 
work and recognizes that where 
conflict or dissension has arisen, 
fairness and justice must prevail." 

After graduating from Boston 
University School of Law in 1959, 
Silverstein was a partner with Hig
gins & Silverstein in Woonsocket 
and eventually became partner 
of several Providence law firms. 
In 1994, he was appointed to the 
Superior Court and, in 2001, to head 
of the Superior Court's new busi
ness calendar. 

The award, named in honor of its 
first recipient, retired Chief Justice 
Joseph R. Weisberger, is given to a 
Rhode Island jurist for exemplifying 
and encouraging the highest level of 
competence, integrity, judicial tem
perament, ethical conduct, and pro
fessionalism. 

We Are Read 

I 
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VICTORIA ALBERT MUSEUM, LONDON 

BERNARD and INA WASSERMAN and BONNIE AND DONALD 
DWARES at the Victoria Albert Museum in London. 

Save the Date! Sa"e the Date' Save the Date! 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 

ASKA RABB1 
The next Alef List fu nction is Thursday, August 26, 7 -9 pm 
at (formerly known as The RI Rock Gym). 
Join other Young Jewish Professionals in their 20-30s for 
conversation with our guest, Rabbi Raphie Schochet, before or 
after a climb. If you would like to try out the Rock Gym, you can 
climb between 5-7 or 7 - 9 for only $15! 

RSVP to Wendy Jeering by August 24 

wjoering@JFRl.org or 401-421-4111 x' 69 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 

Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

ROCK SPOT 
A!MMl~M 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

Appointment 
I' 

SUSAN ADLER, the director 
of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island, a program of Jewish 

Seniors Agency (JSA). has been 
appointed to the Advisory Commis
sion on Aging by Governor Donald L. 
Carcieri. 

With JSA since 2000, Adler is also 
the coordinator for The Louis and 
Goldie Chester Full Plate, Kosher 
Food Pantry. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Best Ice Cream Award 

KEN SCHNEIDER'S ice cream, 
SUNDAES, received Rhode 
Island Monthly"s "Best Ice 

Cream in Providence County Award" 
on July 28. Schneider is pictured, far 
right, with two of his managers, Sam 
Perdomo and Melanie Parciak. 

He wrote, "I opened the first store 

Birth 

KEITH 
and SUE 
MAYES 

of Middletown 
a re proud to , 
announce the 
birth of their 
grandson on 
June 29. 

B enjamin 
Nathan Borges 
is the son of Kristie (Mayes) and 
David Borges of Southington, Conn. 
He was born at Central Connecticut 
Hospital. He is the baby brother 
to Bethany. His middle name is 
for his great-grandfather, Nathan 
Feigelman. 

He is also the grandson of James 
and Patricia Borges of Bristol. 

in Seekonk, Mass. 25 years ago and 
now have three store - the original 
Seekonk store, one in Cranston and 
one in Johnston. I need to applaud 
my managers and the 40 teenagers 
who work hard and always smile. You 
can find us on Facebook or at www. 
sundaes-icecream.com." 

Bar Mitzvah 

YRUS IAN GELLER was called 
to the Torah for his bar mitz
vah in Ogden, Utah on May 8. 

The son of Debra and David Geller of 
Logan, Utah, Cyrus is the brother of 
Tori and Ari. 

He is the grandson of Paula and 
Harry Katzman, and Sylvia and Phil
lip Geller, all of Cranston. He is the 
great-grandson of Mildred Lazar 
or Warwick, who attended the bar 
mitzvah, and the late Bernard Lazar, 
the late Marian and Cy Geller, and the 
late Ruth and Robert Gorman. 

Guests attended from Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, New York, 
Maryland, Florida, Georgia and Cali
fornia. 

I 
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The pictures tell the stories ... 

/ Ruth Ellen Gruber 

Anti-Semitism and a festival 
celebrating Judaism co-exist in Poland 

A POSTER IN THE MAIN SQUARE of Piotrkow Trybunalski - a 
rundown industrial town in central Poland where walls bear anti

Semitic graffiti - for a Days of Judaism festival. 

Creative Commons/ The U.S. Army 

In races for Congress, some Jewish 
incumbents at risk 

SENATOR BARBARA BOXER of California, right, presents a Senate 
resolution to Sgt. Juanita Wilson. Boxer is in a close battle 

to maintain her seat. 

Is one-state 
solution an 
answer to 
Greater Israel 
dreams? 

AMONG THE NEW PROPONENTS of a one-state solution is Knesset 
Speaker Reuven Rivlin (in white long-sleeved shirt) voting at a 

Likud Party meeting on June 24. 

,, A wild water fight 
ISRAELIS SPRAY EACH OTHER during a 
water fight event at Rabin Square in Tel Aviv on July 2. 

New immigrants from Britain at the Kotel 
AT THE WESTERN WALL in Jerusalem, 104 immigrants from Britain hold up their new Israeli ID cards. 

The group is part of some 1,000 new immigrants who will receive their new Israeli ID cards 
in ceremonies at the Western Wall organized by the Jewish Agency for Israel. 

Save the Date! So he C. tel 

The Alef List: Happenings for Hip Jews 

IT'S LADIES NIGHT 
The next Alef List function is Thursday, August 19, 7 - 9 pm 
at J Marcel Shoes, 808 Hope Street, Providence. 
Relax with other Young Jewish Professional Women 
in their 20-30s, shop and have some yummy 
appetizers o, ,j cocktails! It ' ll be fun! 

RSVP to Wendy Joering by August 12 

wjoering@JFRl.org or 401-421-4111 x169 

Events also listed on www.ShalomRl.org 
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Alef List is brought to you by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
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