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A 27-year 
sentence for 
Ruhashkin? 

Legal team vows 
to fight on 

B v R ON K,1M PEAS I 

W ASHINGT ON UTA)- For years 
Sholom Rubashkin made his living as 
an executive in the country's largest 
kosher meatpacking company. N ow 
to keep him out of prison, his defense 
team is arguing th at the judge in his 
fi nancial fraud case made treif use of 
federal sentencing guidelines. 

Judge Linda Reade, on the federal 
bench in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, used 
a federal point system in deciding to 
sentence Rubashkin to 27 years in 
prison. 

Sophisticated crime? C heck, two 
points. Fraud in the $20 million to 
$50 million range? C heck, 22 points. 
W as he a boss of the criminal enter
prise? C heck, four points. Did he per
jure himself? Another two points. 

Reade determined that Rubashkin's 
fi nal score was 41 points; according 
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Businesses can help 
Jewish day schools: 

Visit www.JVHRl.org 
to learn more 

Want to make a meaningful 
contribution to our Jewish day 
schools and receive a tax credit? 
L og on now to www.jvhri.org for 
a very timely guest columnist 's 
op-ed, "Education-scholarship 
tax credit is proving its worth," by 
Gerard R. Cayer. Time is short to 
make a difference! 
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Chili by the numbers 
A flat-out success 

BY C,rn,s P1nK EH 

cparker@JFRI.org 

PROV1DENCE Although the festivities 
surrounding the fi rst Rhode Island Kosher C hili Cook
Off ("RIKCCO") ran from 11 a. m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 11, pulling off the actual event was, well, something 
like coordinating a war- where everybody wins! 

M other Nature, while not in her full glory of a spring 
June day, kept the rain from drenching the chili or 
quenching the beer drinkers' thirst. A s past stories in 7he 
Voice & H erald have identified the year's worth of work to 
bring this event to fruition , read on for some highlights 
of the day's events. 

• At 9:30 p.m. the night before (after Shabbat), Rabbi 
Raphie Schocher, M eredith Sine! and Bethany Sutton 
arrive to prepare the glatt kosher meat for the teams. 

At 6:30 a.m., the trucks carrying tents, tables, 
chairs and stage arrived. 
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VINCENT MOR, CHAIR of 
the Caring and Social 

Responsibilit y Subcommittee 

JFRI allocates 
nearly $3M 

to communal 
priorities 

Greater 
accountability and 

responsiveness 
Bv CLAIH E R o c 11E 

croche@bjeri.org 

PROVI DENCE - Last year, 
t he Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island UFRI) u ndertook the first 
step in a three-year plan to revise 
t he allocations process to focu s on 
programs and services operating 
in support of specifically identi-

ALLOCATIONS, 18 

SUSAN G. KOMEN RACE FOR THE CURE lN JERUSALEM 
NANCY FALCHUK, LEFT, president of Hadassah; Hadassah Lieberman, 
lay leader with Susan G. Komen for the Cure; and Nancy Brinker, 
Komen's chief executive officer; speak with Jerusalem Mayor Nir 
Birkat at a press conference in Washington on April 28. 

HARED/-SECULAR WARS HEAT UP 1N lSRAEL 
ON JUNE 17, tens of thousands of haredi Orthodox Israelis take 
to the streets in Jerusalem to protest a court order requiring 
haredi parents to send their daughters to an Emanuel school. 

~ 
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Rhode Island says l'hitra'ot to Trunir, Yedida 
Returning diplomats 
celebrated at ]FR/

sponsored event 
BY ANCY K1nsc1-1 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

PROV1DENCE - The afternoon 
of Tuesday, June 8 was an oppor
tunity for the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community to bid farewell to 
Nadav Tamir and Rony Yedida, the 
consul general and deputy consul 
general for Israel to New England, 
respectively. Both diplomats are due 
to return to Israel later this summer, 
as their terms here have expired. 

Sponsored by the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island (JFRJ) and its 
Community Relations Council 
(CRC), the event drew some 75 
individuals from the Jewish com
munity and the local political scene 
to the elegant second-floor State 
Room of the Rhode Island State
house. Public officials present 
included Lt. G overnor Elizabeth 
Roberts, State Senator Josh Miller, 
State Senator Leonides "Lou" Rap
takis, Providence Mayor D avid 
Cicilline, Providence City Coun
cilman John Lombardi and Provi
dence Police Chief D ean Esserman. 

Before D oris Feinberg, JFRJ 
president spoke, Jewish Commu
nity Day School students sang a 
song of peace, and, with the audi
ence, sang "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" and "H atikvah." 

Addressing the JC D S students 
before they departed, Feinberg 
enthused, ''You rock!" Turning then 
to Tam ir, she said, "It's a bittersweet 

moment; we're not saying goodbye, 
but Shalom." Nadav has served 
both countries so well, she said , 
and it's been a pleasure to have such 
a strong relationship. Those close 
collaborations arc essential in both 
good times and bad, she added. 

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 

As she reminisced about her first 
trip to Israel in 1984 (the fi rst of22 
such trips, to date), Feinberg said, 
"I looked around the airport and 
said, 'I'm home. Everyone looked 
like family.' W e hope we [the Jewish 
community in greater Rhode Island] 
have been your family here. Our 
common thread is that we all want 
to join together in peace one day." 

Feinberg recognized Tamir for 
meeting with so many of us, pro
moting Israel, listening to our con-

' MUTUAL ENGINEERING • 
SERVICE ca. 

--- - - - - -- - - ----~ --- ------------
A DIVISION OF THE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? 
11The Feeling is/Mutual!" 

• Air Conditioning • Heating • Heat Pumps • 
• Roof Top Systems • 

We Provide Complete Gas Heating and Heat Pump 
Service and Installation 

Residential • Commercial 

Keeping you comfortable since 1934! 

jv,sA jlil A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALlATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401-3S1-3900 

/ Irving Schild 

STUDENTS FROM THE Jewish Community Day School (JCDS) gather at the Statehouse before they 
sing for - and with - the crowd of community leaders who gathered to bid farewell to Nadav 
Tamir and Rony Yedida. They are flanked by Naomi Stein, admissions director, at left, and Renee 
Rudnick, assistant head of school. In front of the students in Hebrew lettering is the school logo. 

cerns and always being an able and 
affable presence at so many com
munity events and programs. She 
quipped, "Do you ever sleep?" 

Tamir, said Mayor CiciUine, has 
streng thened the bonds with Israel, 
the only country in the Middle East 
that shares our values of human 
rights, social justice, a free press and 
equality. 

Avi Nevel, chair of the C RC's 
Israel Committee, called Yedida 
"the mother of the consulate," in 
managing so much of the behind-

the-scenes work to enable Tamir 
to be front-and-center. Nevel, an 
Israeli who lives in Providence, 
thanked several staff members of 
the consulate and M arty Cooper, 
director of the C RC, who con
stantly works to promote Israel. 

Yedida thanked Nevel and his 
wife, Laura, for being so hospitable 
to them. "We'd drive down [from 
Boston] and be here among friends," 
she said. "In Israel, we don't say 
"goodbye," we say " l'hitra'ot." 

The Renaissance Memory Support Care at Tama risk provides 
a unique. multi-faceted treatment approach that continues 
to achieve excellent results in stimulating the mind , body 

and spirit of residents in our highly regarded program. 

A comprehensive. individualized care plan is created by our 
staff of exceptional professionals in consultition with family 
members to ensure that each resident can realize their full 

potential and experience happier days. 

Our fully secure and comfortable, family-style atmosphere 
enhances social interaction - combined with a complete 
schedule of activities and therapies that complement the 

specialized needs of each resident. 

Studio or companion apartments with an unparalleled level of service and 
amenities. provide all the support needed for safety and peace of mind. 

Our Ce/ebralions Adult Day SerYICes and Respite Care are also available for 
non-residents experiencing a memory disorder. 

All Staff Trained and Certified by The Alzheimer's Association of RI 

www.tamariskri.org 
For a personal consultation, call Dianne· 401-732-0037 

t(.~ A Carelmk Member 
,7 A Community of the Jewish Seniora Agency of RI 
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I SRA EL & R.I.: 
NOT SO DlffERENT 

Rhode Island has been a home 
away from home for Tamir, espe
cially given many commonalities 
between Rhode Island and Israel. 
Both Rhode Island and Israel were 
populated early on with pioneers, 
he noted. With Providence home 
to a Jewish mayor and Jewish police 
chief and Rhode Island's governor 
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A.551Stl:D LIVING RESIOE NCE 

Where Life is Celebrated"' 
3 Shalom D11ve. Warwid<, RI 02886 



COMMUNITY Jewish Voice ~ Herald June 25, 2010 

THIS I BELIEVE 

PAGE 3 

NEWS TEASERS 

PAGE 5: 
The world's "hatred 
of Jews" and ever
ready demonization 
of Israel haunts 
Alan Krinsky ... 

PAGE 11: 
Rebecca Mer, a 
Brown graduate 
and resident 
of Lincoln, will 
practice tikkun 
o/am in the U.K .... 

PAGE 14: 
At HERC's annual 
meeting, "The Diary 
of Anne Frank" 
and personal 
stories reinforce 
the value of always 
remembering the 
Holocaust. .. 

PAGES 20-21: 
Summer fun: Visit 
Block Island and 
Theatre by the 
Sea ... 

PAGE 22: 
Might placebos 
work after all? 
Read Aronson's 
column ... 

Opening our hands 
and raising our voices 

Bv RABBI ALAN FLAM 

PROVIDENCE Poteah et 
yadekha u-masbia /'khol hai ratzon. 

"You, God, open up your hands 
to care for the needs of every 
living creature." Every morning I 
recite this verse from Psalm 145, 
and, when I do, I look at my own 
open hands to remind me of my 
responsibility to care for others. 

Hands can be powerful instru
ments - think of the people pulled 
from a car wreck or carried from a 
flooded home in West Warwick. 
More often, we open our hands in 
a simple act of kindness. Ours are 
the hands that serve a meal at the 
city meal site, or dial the phone 
number of a friend in crisis, or 
open the book as we tutor a child. 

Another Jewish text says: "The 
whole world is sustained by three 
things: by Torah, by worship and 
by deeds of loving-kindness." 

If only this were true. If only it 
were enough. 

I used to believe that deeds of 
loving-kindness could sustain the 
world. 

I know that working one-on
one with a child to teach her 
how to read makes a palpable 
difference. I know that each and 
every deed of loving-kindness can 
awaken the divine in the giver and 
in the one who receives. I know 
that helping another human being 
can be a transcendent calling. 

But more and more, I am seized 
by an alarm that won't cease. Have 
individual acts ofloving-kindness 
caused us to turn our at tention 
away from systematic injustices 
that surround us? H ave we lulled 
ourselves into a · self-congratula
tory apathy that distances us from 

A decisive moment 

RABBI ALAN FLAM 

"We have the 
opportunity to 

repair the world." 

a critical awareness of the world 
around us? 

We must take off our blind
ers and come out of our narrow 
worlds. I believe that we are living 
in a decisive moment in American 
democracy. 

·a strong hand that yanked the 
Israelites from slavery, and with 
an outstretched arm bound them 
together as a people marching 
toward freedom. 

When the prophets of old saw 
the people attending to their own 
wealth while the poor languished, 
they forcefully denounced selfish
ness and arrogant leadership. 

By opening our hands and by 
raising our voices in the public 
square, we have the opportu
nity to repair the world. A world 
described by the prophet Amos 
and by the dream of Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. - a passionate and 
enlightened world in which justice 
rolls down like waters and righ
teousness like a mighty stream. 

Rabbi Alan Flam is the senior 
fellow/senior associate chaplain at 
Brown University's Swearer Center. 
Contact him at Alan_ Flam@brown. 
edu. 

Flam's Ibis I Believe-Rhode 
Island essay aired on WRNI on 
May 19, 2010. Ibis I Believe
R hode Island is produced locally for 
National Public Radio's WRNI by 
Rick R eamer. 

R eprinted with permission of 
WRNI and Ibis I Believe. 

Editor's N ote: Have you - a 
Jewish resident of the greater 
Rhode Island area - read your 
Ibis I Believe essay for WRNI? 
If you'd like to submit it to The 
Jewish Voice & H erald for 
publication, email nkirsch@ 
JFRLorg with I BELIEVE in 
subject line or mail your essay 
to Nancy Kirsch, The Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, RI 02906. Be 
sure to include the date the essay 
aired. 

When our contributions go only 
as far as individual acts of charity 
but no further; when we are satis
fied to make change one-on-one, 
but are repelled by the grittiness 
of politics, we discover a terrible 
irony. W e have allowed loving
kindness to become a substitute 
for democracy. 

ERRATA 
As much as I love the message 

of "Open your hands .. ." it is not 
the only biblical text that tells us 
what to do with our hands. In 
the Exodus story, God extended 

In a caption accompanying 
an April 2 story about post
partum depression, "Women 
need not suffer in silence," 
a hospital employee was 
incorrectly identified . On 

page 16, the caption identi
fied the employee as Aimee 
Grause, PCNS, but she is 
actually Yolanda Gabrielle, 
LIC SW. 1he Voice & H erald 
regrets the error. 

, • Candle Lighting Times June 2s :······················· s:o4 Ju1y 9 ................... :········ s:02 
for greater Rhode Island July 2···························· s:o4 July 1G .......................... 7=59 
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The Voice & Herald 
is not alone 

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

N I WRITE this on Friday, June 
8, a mere few hours after returning 
om a four-day American Jewish 

Press Association (AJPA) conference in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., my head is spinning. 
Why? People who were once strangers and 
are now peers - from both Federation- and 
privately-owned Jewish newspapers around 
the country- met to evaluate, discuss, com
miserate, celebrate and share ideas, stories, 
successes and failures: 

• How might JTA (the Jewish equivalent 
of AP wire service) better serve its subscrib
ers? 

• H ow might AJPA member newspapers 
collaborate with one another - on news 
copy, ad revenue or special sections - and 
still provide fresh and meaningful local 
content? 

• What's your CPM (cost per thousand 
for ad rates)? Do you charge for obituaries ... 
or simchas? 

• What's happening with the redesign of 
your paper's Web site? 

• What are newspapers doing to stay in 
touch - on a daily or even hourly basis -
with their readers? 

• What best practices in budgets and 
money management exist? 

• How can our Jewish newspapers 
identify special events to create community 
goodwill and revenue for themselves? 

• H ow do we best meet our budgets when 
ad revenue is declining? 

• How do our Jewish newspapers manage 
- with increasingly limited resources of 
time, money and personnel, and the expec
tations to do more in different media - to 
produce a consistently high-quality, high
value newspaper of value to the community, 
whether weekly, biweekly or monthly? 

These and dozens of other questions were 
bandied about - in structured panel pre
sentations, at the social hours and one-on
one. I left the conference filled with ideas 
of what might work here, what we could 
try and what might be absolutely wrong for 
our community. There's no question that 
the substantive materials were well worth 
the conference and travel fees. But, equally 
valuable were the people I met - and the 
connections I made - with my peers. I was 
gratified that I received some very positive 
feedback about 1he Voice & Herald, though 
we will continue to strive to improve. 

Given my mother's recent death, I was 
not in the best social spirits. Nevertheless, 
I p,.;t my best foot forward and am truly 
grateful that I did. With one exception, 
I knew no one at the conference when I 
arrived. By the time the conference ended, 
I had spoken - at length - with many of my 
fellow journalists and, in some instances, I 
believe that warm professional relationships 
will develop. 

To answer the question of how Jewish 
journalists do what we do, I offer a few 
words from the incredibly powerful keynote 
speech by Rabbi David Wolpe, of Sinai 
Temple in Los Angeles and, according to 
New1week, the country's #1 rabbi!. "What's 
needed to live a good and meaningful life 
- and produce a good Jewish newspaper? 
Courage!" 

What can we learn from 
the New Testament? 

CARS PACKED THE park
ing lot of New Bedford, Mass.' 
Tifereth Israel Congregation 
on the Sunday evening of May 

23. Hundreds of men and women crowded 
into the synagogue's sanctuary to hear Dr. 
' Amy-Jill Levine deliver 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

the Rabbi and Minna Zis
kind Memorial Lecture on 
"What was Jewish about 
Jesus." As Levine grew up 
within the extended Tife
reth Israel family, her talk 
represented an emotion
laden homecoming. D em
onstrating to the audience 
just how much at home she 
felt, Levine kicked off her 

high heels before launching into her formal 
presentation. 

Levine is a world-class scholar. I have had 
the pleasure of listening to 24 of her CD lec
tures on the H ebrew Bible under the impri
matur of The Teaching Company, which 
selects for its audio and video courses only 
those individuals who have earned the repu
tation for outstanding teaching. I also had 
the opportuniry to read her stimulating 2006 
book, 1he Misunder,tood f ew: 1he Church and 
the Scandal oft he ]twi1h Jesus. 

A prolific author and lecturer, Levine has a 
42-page curriculum vitae; and she is only 53. 
C urrently, she holds a chair as the professor of 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Our Jewish Jesus 
New Testament studies at Vanderbilt Univer
sity Divinity School in Nashville, Tenn. She 
describes herself as a "Yankee Jewish femi
nist in a predominantly Protestant divinity 
school in the buckle of the Bible Belt," where 
she happens to be a member of an Orthodox 
synagogue. 

Throughout her lecture at Tifereth Israel, 
Levine argued that the only sensible way to 
achieve some understanding of the historical 
Jesus - as distinct from the Christ of faith - is 
to see him as a first century Jew within a com-

"Moreover, Jesus thinks 
1ike a Jew." 

munity of first century Jews. That is to say, 
Jesus is one of us! As Levine put it, "Read
ing the New Testament gave me my history 
back." 

For many, if not most, Jews, the New Tes
tament is terra incognito. On several occasions, 
members of our Jewish community have 
asked me, "Why should we bother to turn 
our attention to pages that have engendered 
centuries of anti-Semitism?" 

I answer that if we make a serious and sus
tained effort to study the New Testament, 
we will almost certainly recover an essential 
part of our own history- a part of our history 
that we have repressed in the face of relentless 
Christian persecution. 

In particular, the so-called Synoptic Gos-

pels - Matthew, Mark, and Luke - reveal 
Jesus as a first century Jew whom we can 
readily recognize: Jesus dresses like a Jew; 
he wears tzitzit, fringes. He eats like a Jew, 
observing some form of kaJhrut. In addition, 
he keeps the Sabbath, although not as strin
gently as some of his fellow Jews would like. 
Moreover, Jesus thinks like a Jew; he formu
lates a theology and an ethic deeply rooted 
in the Hebrew Bible, to which he frequently 
alluded: "You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your might." (D euteronomy 6:5); 
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 
(Leviticus 19:18). Finally, as many individu
als have pointed out, the Golden Rule of Jesus 
- "Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you" - is but a reformulation in positive 
form of Hillel's dictum. 

The discussion of the Jewishness of Jesus 
has implications that extend far beyond the 
circle of scholars. If increasing numbers of 
both Jews and Christians are willing to take 
a fresh look at the foundational document of 
Christianity - that is to say, the New Testa
ment - we have a chance to recover and to 
celebrate our common roots. While I cer
tainly do not wish to deny our significant dif
ferences, I do wish to suggest that a mutual 
acknowledgement of the Jewishness of Jesus 
can heip to bring us Jews and our Christian 
neighbors closer together. 

James B. Rosenberg is rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Habonim in Barrington. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

A Reader's Perspective ---

What's wrong with ~e? 
Jewish mother struggles 

with her faith 
BY HANNA H GOODMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

B 0TH OF MY parents are Jewish. 
After 27 years of marriage, they 

divorced; but during their marriage, 
they fought often about religion and 

its place in our family. My father didn't want 
to practice any religion - believing mainly 
in the laws of thermodynamics. He avoided 
temple and religious holiday dinners, often 
times conveniently traveling for business 
during holidays. Many times he teased my 
mother, my sister and me for attending syna
gogue services. 

I married a non-Jew. My husband is an Ital
ian "recovering Catholic" or, as he calls him
self, "a Jew by proxy." W e never fight about 
religion and its place in our lives. He not only 
goes to temple with us when we do, he makes 
a really scrumptious matzah ball soup and 
brisket better than any bubbie I know. 

When we had our first child, I made sure 
that our daughter, from the moment she 
arrived in this world, would know she was 
Jewish. I joined a temple, had a baby naming, 
and ordered every book and toy from OyToys. 
com. This was not due to some fear that mar
rying outside the faith would mean that my 
children would be less Jewish. Rather, it was 
the legacy of self-loathing that my father had 
about being Jewish that caused me worry. I 
committed to the promise I made when my 
husband and I decided to have children - that 
legacy dies with me. 

Not long ago, I sat in temple next to other 
mothers and watched our children perform 
their zimriyah: "Hinneh mah tov u-mah na'im 
shevet ahim gam yahad." A song thatl remem
ber from Hebrew school, a song that always 
makes me tear up. I am in awe of my own 
daughter, taller, darker, more exotic than the 
other children, and who looks a little like the 
Disney princess Jasmine, sings louder and 
with a pride I never felt. This is the same child 
who was obsessed with Jewish holiday board 
books as an 18-month-old and proclaimed, at 
the tender age of 22 months, "I Jewish." 

In betwee11 songs, one of the mothers and 
I got to chatting. After establishing that 
our children talk about one another, and we 
should set up a play date, we moved on to 

"l attend this zimriyah 
and see how much my 

daughter genuinely loves 
coming to temple." 

make plans. Somehow we confessed that our 
husbands are not Jewish. 

We are members of a temple that has 
something like 50 percent of new families 
who are interfaith. So why did I (and dare I 
say she) need to confess that not only did I 
marry someone who isn't Jewish, but that he 
has no intention of converting. Quite frankly, 
I don't want him to convert. 

There are things about my husband's non
Jewish status and my Jewish identity that, just 
when I think I have no issues - something, 
anything, a simple moment brings out the 

wwwjvhri.org 

internal conflict I have. And it's not a conflict 
about who I married, but about being a Jew. 

I thought I was at peace with the fact that 
I don't love going to temple, loathe dealing 
with the holidays and do all ofit only for my 
children, but then I attend this zimriyah and 
see how much my daughter genuinely loves 
coming to temple, and I think-what's wrong 
with me? 

I think I am fine with my husband's non
Jewish status and then I find myself feeling 
that I have to confess it when at temple and, 
again, I think what's wrong with me? 

I don't know what's wrong with me but I 
do know that: 

• It thrills me that my husband makes 
better matzo ball soup than my Bubbie did. 

• It thrills me that my oldest daughter, 6, 
never asks for a Christmas tree. 

• I love that my 2-year-old's favorite toy is 
my colle~tion of dreidels. 

• I love the dancing Hasid and the Israeli 
art that decorates our home - gifts from my 
Bubbie. 

And, for every moment when I call my 
Jewish self into question, I realize I may not 
understand my own relationship to Judaism 
but I do not project my conflicted feelings 
onto my daughter. 

And I know I have done what's needed to 
establish my daughter's Jewish identity when 
she looks at me with a confused expression on 
her lovely face when I reach for the egg dye kit 
at CVS and says, "But Mom, we're Jewish." 

An author and writing coach, Hannah 
Goodman lives with her family in Bristol. 
Contact her at hrgwriterwoman@gmail.com or 
visit www.hannahrgoodman.com. 
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A celebration 
of marriage 

T ERE ARE THOSE, 
nd sometimes I am one, 
ho think the world is 

going to hell in a hand
cart. For evidence, read a newspa
per. But there are times, there are 
times ... 

Look up the word kve/1 in Leo 

Tosh 
Stein 

Rosten's classic 
7he]oysofYiddish 
and you'll find: 
"To beam with 
immense pride 
and pleasure, 
most commonly 
over an achieve
ment of a child 
or grandchild; 
to be so proudly 

happy 'your buttons can burst.'" 
Then look up naches and you'll see: 
"Proud pleasure, special joy - par
ticularly from the achievements of a 
child." Put them both together and 
you get "Only from your children 

Those who judge are 
not impartial 

EVER SINCE THE 
flotilla affair, I have been 
haunted, re-haunted, 
by the demonization 

of Israel, by the outrage so deeply 
felt and so freely expressed against 
Israel. Haunted by my powerlessness 
to end it, to overturn the absurd 
claims identifying Israel as the arch 
villain of the world, the poster child 
of human rights abusers, the worst 

Alan 
Krinsky 

of the worst in a 
world filled with so 
many examples of 
brutality. Haunted 
by my inability 
to persuade Elvis 
Costello to recant 
and play his 
muSic in Israel, 
to persuade the 
backers, especially 
the Jewish backers, 

of the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement to abort 
their misguided campaign. 

And, of course, none of this is 
new. Every few months, it seems, 
some other pretext sets Israel as 
the object of demonization, and we 
experience a nightmare repeating 
itself. 

I recently stumbled across a small, 
but explosive, volume in a used 
bookstore. The book's author is the 
playwright David Mamet and its 
title is The Wicked Son: Anti-Semi
tism, Self Hatred, and the Jews. 

Mamet offers something of an 
answer to what haunts me. And his 
answer is at once sad and sobering: 
The world always has and always 

FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

A time to kvell 
can anyone shep (derive) such naches · as the cantors serenaded one of their notes on lined paper and transform 
as makes you kvell." own. them into glorious sounds, giving 

On June 13 (read that as 6/13 This was my toast to the young pleasure to those who hear. Amanda 
[613], the number of command- couple: and Jeremy, may your home always 
ments according to traditional "When I first he:l.rd Amanda's be filled with the sounds of music 
Jewish reckoning) my son Jeremy, voice, it was on the telephone, the emanating from your talents. 
the cantor at Congregation Beth evening that Jeremy called to tell us "Jeremy, you were always the one 
Israel in Milwaukee, Wis., married that he had asked, and that she had in the family most connected to our 
Amanda nee Ruppenthal. said yes. The first thing I remember religious traditions and practices, 

I won't bore you with all the hearing was her laughter, her infec- and so took your two loves, of music 
details of the multi-day festivities, ------------- -- and Judaism, and combined them 
but will, ifl may indulge myself, "lmprove the world by to become a cantor. Amanda, you 
mention one event that took place found Judaism in college and now 
during the post-ceremony celebra- maintaining Judaism's you, too, are a Jewish communal 
tion. worker. Jeremy and Amanda, may 

Among the guests were several Core values." your home always be a meeting 
cantorial classmates of Jeremy's, place for like-minded people who 
some local cantors and Cantor strive to improve the world by 
Brian Mayer of Temple Emanu- tious giggle. I didn't yet know what maintaining a strong connection to 
El, whose first bar mitzvah student she looked like, but I could hear in Judaism's core values. 
Jeremy had been. As the evening her voice sweetness and joy and I "Jeremy, child of the Ocean State, 
wore down, they sat in a circle, and knew then that, likeJeremy, this was and Amanda, daughter of the Mid-
each sang one of the traditional someone who could see the lighter west, you begin your lives together 
seven blessings over the bride and side of things. Jeremy and Amanda, with a trip to Costa Rica, hopefully 
groom while the others hummed in may your home always be filled with the first of many sharing the sights 
the background. In between bless- the joyous souncls oflaughter. and sounds of exotic places. May 
ings, they hummed a gentle niggun "Amancla, we found out that night your home serve as a rendezvous 
(a wordless Hasidic melody). It was that you were a musician, a clarinet- point for people from around the 
an indescribably spiritual moment ist-Jeremy, the flautist, had found a world you have met and befriended. 

kindred spirit who could take black 

--------- NOT ALONE --------

The demonization of Israel 
will hate the Jews. 

The playwright pulls no punches. 
There is no polite disclaimer that not 
all criticism of Israel is anti-Semi
tism. Clearly, the demonization of 
Israel is. And I would suggest we 
not mistake demonization for criti
cism, and not let those engaged in 
demonization to claim the mantle of 
reasonable critics. 

to ask of the victims of Columbine, 
'What did they and their parents do 
to bring this about?' 

"Then you may not ask it of the 
Israeli bombing victims, and of their 
race and nation ." 

and again that criticism and demon
ization are not the same, and that 
the Jews and non-Jews pushing the 
BDS effort are engaged in the latter, 
not the former. That, though not 
perfect, Israel has not transformed 
Gaza into the worst place on earth, 
that Israel, unlike its neighbors, 
maintains a healthy democracy. That 
if H am as were to have its way, Israel 
would cease to exist and its Jewish 
inhabitants would be massacred or 

"Jeremy and Amanda, as you cel
ebrate the coming of the Sabbath 
bride each Friday evening, think of 
us, who live so far away, and in your 
minds, know that whether they are 
at our table or elsewhere, I bless our 
children each Friday night. And in 
the fullness of time, when you are 
lucky enough to have a first child 
and then children, may you bless 
them each week, as I've blessed my 
three sons, and then Suzanne [my 
first daughter-in-law] and now you, 
Amanda, whom I welcome with 
love and joy into our fam ily. 

"To Jeremy and Amanda, long 
may their home be a source of joy for 
themselves and for those who love 
them." 

Well, maybe if there is such love 
in the world as is evident between 
Jeremy and Amanda, the place 
"ain't" going to hell in a handcart 
in such a great hurry. M ay you all 
know the naches we had, and kve/1. 

j osh Stein is a professor of history at 
Roger Williams University. Contact 
him atjstein@rwu.edu. 

driven out, made "judenrein" one 
way or another, as most of the Arab 
nations have been. 

And we need, I need, to repeat 
this message elsewhere, where there 
might not be as many readers who 
already agree with me. 

Alan Krinsky works in healthcare 
quality improvement and lives 
in Providence. Contact him at 
adkrinsky@netzero.net. 

What Mamet is demonstrating is 
that the worldwide denunciation of 
l srael, at the U.N ., on college cam
puses, and elsewhere, is not evidence 
that Israel is a criminal nation. The 
judges a're far from impartial. As 
Mamet reminds us, the world hates 
the Jews. ---LETTERS----

M amet describes a striking 
image, showing how the depiction 
oflsraeli soldiers and of Jews gener
ally has become another blood libel, 
only this time the Jews are pictured 
as spilling blood for gratuitous plea
sure instead of using the blood to 
make matzah. 

As someone trained · in history, 
it is difficult for me to accept this The 'blame game' is tiresome 
notion, though it is no_t foreign from The Gaza flotill a incident rep- Hamas ofGilad Shalit and Hamas' 
a theological perspectJve. Whatever resents another episode of renunciation of violence as a means 
the reason, however, it does seem to ' tragic injury and loss of life, which · of achieving Palestinian freedom The "basic humanity" of Israe

lis is denied. They do not defend 
themselves but rather "delight in" 
retaliation and reprisals. The play
wright finds such characterizations 
of Israeli soldiers and their motives 
more disturbing than the misreport
ing of facts. 

But what of the fact that criticism 
of Israel is so widespread? Mamet 
responds: "The indictments oflsrael, 
in her life-and-death struggle, are 

have been true century after century. . . cl cl 
In brief, the world tolerated the has quickly devolved mto polar- and in epen ence. 

Jews for a few decades, in the wake ,zed debate about what exactly • An immediate, serious and 
of the Shoah _ Mamet sees this as occurred, whose motives and dramatic effort, led by President 

an anomaly - but we now have a 
return to the dehumanization and 
demonization of the Jews. The flo
tilla affair has widely been charac
terized as bad public relations for 
Israel. As Mamet sharply states in a 
four-year-old Huflington Post essay, 

tactJcs were more reasonable, and Obama and strongly supported by 
who should bear the blame. But the American Jewish community, 
I am tired of this game. Without to end the Israeli-Palestinian con
immediate leadership to change flict, achieve a two-state solution, 
the course of events, I am con- and secure Israel's Jewish, demo
cerned that the status quo will lead cratic future. 
to continued tragedy, and ulti- • The leaders of all sides - Arabs, 
mately to the'demise of the Jewish, Palestinians and Israelis - to begin 
democratic Israel that we seek to an honest conversation with their 

"1 have been haunted by the outrage 
so deeply felt and so freely expressed 

against lsrael." 

preserve and protect. If only we people about how this . conflict 
could seize on this moment of will end and the compromises and 
crisis and turn it into a meaning- sacrifices that will be necessary to 
ful opportunity to end the under- avoid further generations of via-
lying conflict once and for all. le;,ce, bloodshed, and terror. 

unanswerable, as they are based 
upon a false assumption: That the 
uninvolved are somehow impartial. 

"Can so many non-Jews be 
wrong?' you ask, and I would sug
gest that you consider tlie Shoah, 
the rape victim, the schoolchildren 
killed at Columbine. Is it reasonable 

"The Jews are not the victims of bad 
public relati0ns. They are the victims 
of anti-Semitism." 

Can the demonization of Israel 
be stopped? Mamet might view the 
task as impossible, but perhaps we 
ought, nevertheless, to tiy to end 
this haunting: To demonstrate again 

wwwjvhri.org 

J Street calls for: Let us move from recriminations 
• Lifting the blockade of human- to action that can create effective 

itarian and construction materials change for the future . 
into Gaza while supporting seri- Judith Kaye 
ous, effective security measures to Providence 
prevent weapons and other terror- Kaye is the chair ofJ Street 
ist supplies from entering. Rhode Island 

• The immediate release by www.jstreet.org/rhodeisland 

LETTERS: 6 
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Am David's desecration infuriates college student 
S1,na<TO<TUe is her been defaced and vandalized, I was tion means coming back to teach, entire world. I don't understand how people 

J o· 6' so hurt and upset. My temple is my · to volunteer with the newest gen- Fifty years ago, my temple was can be so full of hatred. I don't 
sanctuary, her home sanctuary, my refuge - my home. eration of kids that walk through new, fresh, beautiful inside and 

I became a bat mitzvah there those doors. out. Families were joining this 
understand why whoever clid this 
thought it was their only option, 
the only way to get their point 
across. I don't understand how 
even though the process of peace 
and acceptance has made such 
remarkable strides in such a short 
amount of time, why people still 
feel the need to propagate hatted 
and disunity. I don't know why 
people all just can't tty to get 
along, even though sometimes it's 
not the easiest choice. But at least 
I understand that through all this 
hatred, my community is going to 
band together, to stay strong, and 
to find out who was responsil:,le for 
this disgusting and unforgivable 
act. 

B Y ALANNAH JOHNSON 

IMUST CONFESS. I'm in 
love with my own sins. I'm 
furious. And I'm never, ever 
furious. 

My temple was vandalized ear
lier today. 

I found out about two hours ago 
that while I sat at home, sleeping 
quietly in my own bed, someone 
thought it was a brilliant idea to 
spray paint a large black swastika 
and the "N-word" across the front 
of my temple. 

There are few places I truly feel 
at home, lately. I often feel like a 
stranger in my own home {albeit a 
stranger who does chores around 
the house) because of the atmo
sphere surrounding a college fresh
man returning after a year away. In 
the time I've been gone, buildings 
have been demolished and new 
skyscrapers poke the clouds in the 
city I used to know inside and out. 

School is a home, of sorts, but 
my new home happens to be 400 
miles away at the moment. And 
Rhode Island, as much as I missed 
you, I'm realizing more and more 
that you'll never really be home 
again. 

That's why when I found out this 
evening that my synagogue had 

six years ago this May. I've seen In those seven years, I've been brand-new temple in the hopes 
funerals officiated there, watched lucky enough to experience all of to find others to pray together, to 
children grow and learn in this those things at my temple. Some laugh together, to learn together. 
place, and celebrated with my con- of my closest ties to my friends, Fifty years ago, the world was just 
gregation as a whole. Some of my my family, the greater Jewish beginning to be able to cliscuss the 
most profound childhood memo- community, and the community horrors of the Holocaust without 
ries rest within these walls, walls of Rhode Island as a whole have horrifying everyone around them. 
that had a swastika and ____________________ Fifty years ago, Israel 

other profane language was in its second decade 
scrawled across them early "1 dare you to sit in the empty [as a modern state] of 
this morning. This isn't existence, still trying 
just a place where we go to sanctuary when the sun is to prove its merit to the 

pray. Tnis is a place we go streaming and not feel at peace neighboring countries 
to feel like a community, a that sometimes chal-
family; this is where we go with the entire world." knged it. Fifty years 
when we want to go home. ago, the United States 

Seven years ago, my was on the cusp of the 
family switched syna- come from the temple. It doesn't civil rights movement. 
gogues so that I could be raised matter how involved someone is in The things written on my temple 
with a real Jewish education. That the temple, it doesn't matter how were hateful and cruel not only to 
goes beyond just learning my often you come to services or how Jews, but to African-Americans 
Hebrew letters three days a week good your Hebrew is or how many and Americans as a whole. This 
and memorizing prayers to recite dues you might owe. You're always type of vandalism isn't about trying 
at my bat mitzvah. A real Jewish still welcome with open arms to make a political statement, or 
education means learning about there, because the most important prove a point. People have been 
the Holocaust in a class specially aspect of my synagogue is that it's trying to tie it to the recent events 
designed for kids. A real Jewish a place of peace. I dare you to sit in in Gaza, but in reality, it doesn't 
education means understanding the empty sanctuary one Tuesday matter what the catalyst was. 
the Hebrew we are taught instead afternoon, when the sun is stream- What matters is that the hatred 
of just mispronouncing songs in ing through the high windows and that was felt 60 years ago is still 
services. A real Jewish educa- the only thing that breaks your felt today, whether people realize it 
tion means continuing your love concentration is the occasional or not, and something needs to be 
for learning by taking classes at plane flying into the nearby air- done in order to restore peace and 
Midrasha. A real Jewish educa- port, and not feel at peace with the justice to our community. 

!:ETTERS 

As for me? I'm going to email 
my spiritual leader tonight, and 
ask him what I can do to assist the 
cleanup effort, and see if any of my 
friends and family are able to assist 
as well. After all, this isn't just our 
temple we're protecting here - it's 
our home. 

Alannah Johnson, a 2009 gradu
ate of the H arry Elkin Midrasha 
Community H igh School, and a 
2008 participant in the March of the 
Living, biogs at http://a/annnahhh. 
tumb/r. com/ Johnson allowed The 
Voice & Herald to reprint her June 
J blog entry about the desecration of 
Temple Am D avid. 

J Street doesn't represent me · Willard Avenue: Willard Avenue creates nostalgic memories 

Better late than never, I am 
reading the May 14 issue of 

7he Voice & Herald. I applaud you 
for your non-biased reporting by 
publishing Dry Bones. J Street 
does not represent me; like other 
independent Jews in this country 
and my brethren in Israel, I have 
no use for our president and his 
attempt to interfere with Israel's 
prime minister in governing our 
homeland. 

I have many Israeli friends 
on Facebook as well as others 
throughout the world who have 
the same viewpoint. We are Zion
ists and know darn well there 
will never be peace in the region. 

The majority of Arabs who follow 
Islam want our homeland and 
people destroyed. 

Our news media in the United 

A long and 
winding road 

T his should answer the ques-
States is pro-Arab, as shown by tions asked in Nate Lury's 
the lack of accurate reporting letter in the May 14 issue of 7he 
of recent events. Thank God for Voice & H erald, regarding the 
Sean Hannity on Fox News, who three shuls. Congregation Lenard 
defended Israel and the greatest Azedeck was at 142 Willard Ave. , 
military in the world, the Israel • the South Providence Hebrew 
Defense Forces. Congregation, called the "Rus-

I was following the events in sian Shu!" or the "Big Shu!," was 
Israel closely via telephone and at 201 Willard Ave., and Con
the Internet, and I feel the same gregation Tifereth Israel, also 
as the Israelis - the world is con- called the "Roumanian Shu]" 
demning us, but we will survive. was at 254 Willard Ave. 

Located at 140 Willard Ave. Ruth Baker 
Smithfield was the South Providence Shel

tering Home. 

This shochet does not teach the curious 
The synagogue located at 53 

Robinson St. was Congregation 
Beth Isrual A;,she Austria, but 
it was known as the Robinson 
Street Shu!. 

Stephen Sherman's article 
("Kosher meat goes out to 

pasture," in the May 28 issue of 
7he Voice & Hera/ti) does a won
derful job telling the story of 
LoKo's work to improve the qual
ity of kosher meat available to its 
members and my work in enabling 
them. H owever, one note in his 
article must be clarified: While I 
love to teach about shechitah {ritual 
slaughter), meat eating, and the 
Jewish ethics surrounding these 
issues, I do not teach shechitah to 
the curious. 

The process oflearning shechitah 
is long and arduous. Furthermore, 
only an expert and experienced 
shochet can teach the art of shechi
tah. I have been blessed in my 
life to have immensely qualified 
teachers, and it would do them 
and your readers a disservice to 
suggest that a relatively novice 
shochet like me could be instruct
ing others in this complex and 
important art. 

Naftali Hanau 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

All but Congregation Lenard 
Azedeck merged to become Con
gregation Sharre Zedak in 1954. 
It was located at 688 Broad St, 
the old Temple Beth-El. Sharre 
Zedek closed in 2006. 

Anne Sherman 
Sherman is the office manager 

for the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association 

'l"wwjvhri.org 

Just the name, Willard Avenue, 
brings back memories that provide 

me with a great deal of nostalgia. 
My mother, Helen Reich (aleyha ha
shalom), would often take me with 
her into Harry Keller's butcher shop. 
I can still see the chickens hanging 
all around and a floor covered with 
sawdust. Down the street was a fish 
store. My best recollection of that 
place is that by the time we left, usu
ally with fish that was wrapped up in 
newspaper, my shoes were covered 
with scales. 

On Sundays, my father, Willie 
Reich (a/av ha-shalom), took me 
with him to the grocery store 
owned by Irving Greenstein. Large 
barrels of pickles and sour toma
toes stood just inside the door, and 
Irving inevitably let me fish out a 
pickle for myself. 

Stepping back outside I would 
inhale the sweet aroma of sugar 
coming from Snells Bakery._ 

We davened at what we referred 
to as "The Robinson Street Shul." I 
didn't know the formal name of that 
shut until many years later when I 
saw a beautifully framed, silk docu
ment on the wall of my uncle's house 
in Jerusalem. The document was a 
gift that had been presented to my 
grandfather, Benjamin Oelbaum 
(a/av ha-shalom), in appreciation of 
his many years of work as the shu/'s 
secretary. [Editor's Note: See the 
letter by Anne Sherman,"Willard 
Avenue: A long and wincling road" 
in this issue for more information on 
the shul.] 

Hannah Berman 
Woodmere, N.Y. 

Editor's Note: 

W• e have been amazed at the outpouring of letters remembering 
the once-thriving hub of Jewish life in South Providence - the 

Willard Avenue area - that all originated from one story published 
earlier this year. 

We hope that people have enjoyed reading these letters and, while 
we will forward any adclitional letters we receive to the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association, which will feature Willard Avenue in an 
upcoming issue of the Association's Notes, we don't plan to publish any 
additional Willard Avenue letters. Any perviously unpublished Wtl
lard Avenue information our readers send to 1be Voice & H erald will be 
forwarded to the Association. 

Thank you again! 



COMMUNITY 

AVI NEVEL; SHAHROL Shahabudin, director of the Malaysian 
Industrial Development Authority (MIDA) in Boston; Jennifer 
Shone, media relationship coordinator for Mediapeel; 
Sanober Langrana, assistant investment officer at MIDA; Adi 
Golani, economic affairs officer at the Consulate for Israel to 
New England in Boston; and Joshua Berliner, Israel's assistant 
to the economic minister of North America, at the World 
Trade Day on June 16. 

World Trade Day at Bryant 
SMITHFIELD The 25th 
Annual World Trade Day on 
Wednesday, June 16, hosted by 
Bryant University and organized 
by the university's John H . C hafee 
Center for International Business 
("Chafee Center"), drew 500 busi
ness executives. 

Alan H assenfeld, chairman 
of H asbro's executive commit
tee, chaired the W orld Trade Day 
event, and Avi Nevel, the chief 
executive officer of Nevel Inter
national, and Gerald Cohen, an 
international trade specialist at the 
Chafee Center, were on the event 
committee. 

A s part of a panel discussion on 
global opportunities, Gil Galanos, 
the deputy economic minister for 
Israel's economic mission to North 
America, described the advantages 

of developing and conducting busi
ness in Israel. Adi Golani, of the 
office of the Consulate for Israel to 
New England in Boston, was one 
of 18 international exhibitors. 

Building on the theme, "Ameri
can Renewal & Growth," the 
World Trade Day event featured 
local, national, and international 
speakers including Donald Carc
ieri, the governor of Rhode Island; 
Keith Stokes, the executive direc
tor of the Rhode Island Eco
nomic D evelopment Corporation; 
Ambassador Demetrios M arantis, 
the deputy U.S. trade represen
tative; and business author Stan 
D avis. 

The annual World Trade D ay 
event offers international network
ing opportunities to businesses. 

A free documentary, 
'Crossing the Line,' at the JCCRI 

PROVIDENCE - The commu
nity is invited to a free showing 
of "Crossing the Line," a docu
mentary about anti-Israel and 
anti-Zionist demonstrations on 
college campuses. 

The film will be aired at the 
Jewish Community Center of 

Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., in Providence, at 7:30 p.m. 
on the evening of Monday, June 
28. 

For more inf(lTmation, contact 
Sy Dill at 447- 9568 or Nizva 
Atta/i at 453 -634Z 
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Local, national efforts to gain 
White House support 

Letter-writing 
campaign for Israels 
right to self defen!e 

B Y VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

Voiceherald@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - On June 15, the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 
Community Relations Council 
(CRC) sent an action alert to its 
members and a statement (see box, 
below) to Rhode Island's congres
sional delegation, urging support 
for Israel. This action alert is part 

of a national initiative, urging 
Members of Congress to sign onto 
bipartisan letters (one from U.S. 
representatives, one from U.S. sena
tors) to President Obama that affirtn 
America's support for Israel and call 
on him to back Israel's right to self
defense at the United Nations and 
other international organizations. 
The U.S. should stand with Israel, 
the letters say, because it is in our 
national security interest. AIPAC 
and members of the Jewish Federa
tions of North America, including 
the ]FRI, encouraged their con
stituents to contact their elected 

representatives to endorse these 
bipartisan letters. 

Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon 
Whitehouse and U.S. Representa
tives James Langevin and Patrick 
Kennedy, all of Rhode Island, have 
signed the Senate and House letters, 
thanks, in part, to the phone calls 
and emails from Marty Cooper, 
the CRC director and other CRC 
members, said Cooper. 

To read the text of the letters that 
will be sent to President Obama and 
a consistently updated list of congres
sional signatories, visit 
www.aipac.org1694.asp#36246. 

Statement from the CRC: 
The Rhode Island Jewish com

munity is saddened by the loss of 
life and injuries sustained aboard 
the Turkish ship Mavi Marara 
on M onday, May 31. We stand 
in strong support of and solidarity 
with the State oflsrael as it strug
gles to cope with those who refuse 
to allow it and its neighbors to live 
in peace. W e continue to support 
mutual recognition and peaceful 
coexistence between Israel and all 
of its neighbors. 

"The Gaza Strip is under the 
control of H amas, a group widely 
recognized as a terror organization 
and whose declased objective is the 
destruction oflsrael. H amas uses 
the Gaza Strip as its armed base 
from which to wage war against 
Israel and undermine the peace 
process. 

Despite unilaterally withdraw
ing from Gaza in 2005, Israel has 
not enjoyed a quiet border. Hamas 
and its affiliated terror organiza
tions have fired thousands of rock
ets at Israeli cities and towns and 
launched dozens· of cross-border 
attacks against Israel. In an effort 
to deprive H amas of weapons and 
ammunition, Israel has been forced 
to rely on a legal blockade. 

The violence that broke out on 
the Mavi Marara should have 
been averted. Israel gave repeated 
and ample notice to the organiz
ers of the flotilla that it would not 
be allowed to enter Gaza without 
a search for weapons. In fact, no 
violence was reported on any of the 
other five ships in the flotilla . Israel 
repeatedly welcomed the delivery 
of humanitarian aid, but required 
the flotilla to dock at the cAshdod 
harbor for a customary inspection 
to ensure the cargo did not also 
include supplies that could be used 
for military action or other smug
gled goods. This is the same pro
cedure ships entering the United 
States must also follow. 

It is important to understand the 
key facts that led up to the tragic 
events that took place. 

• When Israel stopped the flo
tilla, it exercised a legitimate right 
to self-defense, and had ample 
reason for concern about casgo 

wwwjvhri.org 

going unchecked into Hamas
controlled Gaza. 

• Hamas and other terrorist 
organizations have shown that 
they will use the cover of humani
tarian aid as a way to smuggle arms 
into Gaza. The Israeli government 
repeatedly warned the flotilla that 
it would be barred from docking at 
Gaza, but that the vessels would 
be allowed to dock in the port of 
Ashdod, where after a search its 
contents delivered to Gaza. 

• The flotilla was organized by 
an extremist Islamic Turkish orga
nization that promotes an extreme 
anti-Western agenda which has 
been implicated in the recruitment 
and financing ofJihadist terrorists 
worldwide, including al ~eda. 

• Israel repeatedly offered the 
port of Ashdod H arbor as a place 
to unload all humanitarian goods 
that would then be sent to Gaza 
by Israel as well as by the Red 
Cross, the United Nations or other 
recognized peace agencies. Israel 
has been sending tons of genuine 
humanitarian aid to Gaza. Israel 
transfers about 15,000 tons of sup
plies and humanitarian aid weekly 
to the people of Gaza. The flotilla 
cargo had on-board 10,000 tons of 
humanitarian supplies. Israel also 
provides medical treatment to resi
dents of Gaza at Israeli hospitals. 

• It was reported that members 
of the Turkish ship Mavi Marara 
were armed and aggressively 
attacked the Israelis boarding the 
ship. The Israelis found themselves 
in a situation where their lives 
were in imminent and immediate 
danger from the protesters who 
attacked them with gunfire, steel 
clubs, bats and knives. The demon
strators prepared these weapons in 
advance with the expectation that 
Israeli forces would have no alter
native to boarding the vessel in 
order to guide it away from Gaza. 
The other five ships offered no 
resistance and therefore no casual
ties and were peacefully escorted 
to Ashdod where the goods were 
unloaded and will soon be trans
ported to G aza. 

• The flotilla's primary aim was 
not humanitarian relief; it was to 

cause a provocation. Its top orga
nizers and other yarticipants are 
radicals with well-documented ties 
to H amas and links to other ter
rorist groups, including al-~eda. 
One of the flotilla's leaders, Greta 
Berlin, stated that "this mission is 
not about delivering humanitar
ian supplies, it is about breaking 
Israel 's siege of 1.5 million Pal
estinians," the AFP reported on 
M ay 27. 

• As a result of the assault, the 
IDF, who were instructed not 
to use force unless it was for self
defense, were forced to use hand
guns as their lives were determined 
to be in immediate danger. 

• A number oflsraeli naval per
sonnel were injured, some· from 
gun fire and others from knife and 
crowbar attacks. All of the injured 
parties, Israeli and foreigners, were 
evacuated by a fleet of IDF heli
copters to hospitals in Israel for 
prompt attention. 

• According to international 
legal experts, it is legitimate for 
a state to impose and enforce an 
embargo on international waters 
during wartime. Israel's detention 
of the Flotilla ships - and its use 
of force to defend its soldiers when 
attacked by some of the radicals -
is acceptable under international 
law. 

• Israel has announced the estab
lishment of a commission, includ
ing two foreign observers, one 
from Canada and the other from 
Ireland, which will investigate the 
Gaza flotilla incident. The United 
States should oppose any interna
tional effort to initiate a separate 
investigation. 

The purpose of the blockade 
is to protect the citizens of Israel 
as well as the innocent residents 
of Gaza who are being used as a 
shield by Hamas. 

It is our hope that peaceful coex
istence between Israel and all of its 
neighbors can be achieved. 

For more information about 
this issue or to learn how to contact 
your senators or congressman, please 
contact Marty Cooper at 421-4111, 
ext. 171 or mcooper@JFRl.org. 
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BECKY EISEN, POVERTY campaign coordinator, Jewish Council 
for Public Affairs, facilitated a grassroots boot camp on 

June 17 in Providence. 

Grassroots hoot camp 
teaches advocacy 

Bv MARTY COOPER 

mcooper@JFRI. org 

PROVIDENCE - Perhaps you 
saw information in · The Voice & 
H erald, or maybe you received an 
email. The Jewish community is 
looking for a few good advocates 
to fi ght poverty and other social 
justice and action issues, and to 
support Israel. That's why some 
20 people attended the grass
roots boot camp on June 17 at 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island (JFRI). The JFRI's Com
munity Relations Council (CRC) 
sponsored the program. 

Becky E isen, poverty ca mpaign 
coordinator for the Jewish Coun
ci l for Public Affairs OCPA) led 
the four-hour program aimed at 
bringing together synagogues, 
agencies and the CRC in issues 
of advocacy. "If we are all trying 
to fight poverty," asked Marty 
Cooper, the C RC director, "why 

not pool our energy together so 
that each enti ty can become more 
effective and productive?" 

Linda Katz, the policy direc
tor of Rhode I sland's Poverty 
Institute, presented compell ing 
information about poverty here -
with 13 percent of its population 
living in poverty, Rhode Island 
ranks thi rd highest in poverty 
per capita in the U.S. 

Karen Jeffreys, the assista nt 
executive director for the Rhode 
Island Coalition for the Home
less, explained how to effectively 
orga nize an advocacy campaign. 
She used the Neighborhood 
Opportunities Program, a pro
gram that provides low-income 
housing for individuals and fam
ilies, as an example of effective 
advocacy. 

Marty Cooper is the community 
relations director at the]FRI. Con
tact him at 421-4111, ext. 171. 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent 

in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

COMMUNITY 

/ Mike Skorski 

TOURO LEADERS from left, front row, Lester Nathan, Ed Deluty, Michael Smith, Milton 
Bronstein, Nathan Lury, Steven Waldman, B_arry Schiff and Judah Rosen; middle row, 
from left, Manochehr Norparvar, Ried Redlich, Adam Halpern, Adam Smith, Robert 
Miller, Andrew Lamchick, Jed Brandes, Rodney Locke and Benjamin Kaplan; back row, 
from left, Marc Gertsacov, Barry Rotenberg, Steven White, Alan Lury, Stevan Labush, 
Jeffrey Davis, Bruce Weisman, Norman Dinerman, Barry Shaw and Howie Wasser. 
Arthur Poulten, Andrew Liss, Jeffrey Padwa and Alan Gerstein are not pictured. 

Touro Fraternal Association elects 
le adership for the year ahead 

Independent Jewish 
fraternal order looks 

to the future 
CRANSTON - With two 
recent meetings, Touro Fraternal 
Association (" Association") has 
established its leadership for the 
year ahead, and perhaps, many 
years beyond that. Both meet
ings were held at the Cranston 
headqua rters of th.e Association, 
New England 's largest indepen
dent Jewish fraternal order. 

At the May 26 annual Asso
ciation meeting, newly elected 
officers and board members were 

installed . Alan Lury and Jed 
Brandes, both past presidents 
and cu rrent board members, 
served as installing officer and 
master of ceremonies, respec
tively. 

H armony Lodge's Adam 
Halpern begins his second term 
as president; Norman Diner
man, last year's treasu rer, is the 
vice president; Manocher Nor
parvar is the treasurer and Adam 
Smith remains as secretary. 

Ried Redlich begins his fi rst 
full term as Friendship Lodge 
president, after ascend ing to the 
post midterm. Lester Nathan, a 
former board member, is the new 
vice president. Marc Gertsacov 

NOW" PLAYING! 

BILL HANNEY 
PIESENTS 

TH~AlHE 
JUNE 23-
JULY 11 
Starring Tony 
Award• winner 
Cady Huffman 
SPONSOIIO 11 101 Citizens Bank· 

Ill SHOWS PRODUCED BY OCUN 1111[ lHIITRE COMPANY. INC.. I NOHOR-PROfll SOl(Cl(3) ORGANIZAllON 

'~"""""" ( \I I (401) 782-TKTS (ll:,117) Oil\ ISi l ls 

0,11,1 ,, www.lheatrebythesea.com 

and Benjamin Kaplan return as 
secretary and treasurer, respec
tively. 

Five board members were 
installed for three-year terms: 
Stevan Labush, Howie Wasser 
and Barry Shaw are all incum
bents, Steven White and Steven 
W aldman begin their first terms 
and Ed D eluty will serve a one
year board term. 

Then, on June 9, the A ssocia
tion held the annual organiza
tion al meeting of its boa rd of 
directors. 

The board re-elected all offi
cers fo r one-year terms: Robert 
Miller as chairman, Andrew 
·Lamchick as vice chairman, 
Marc Gertsacov as secretary and 
Steven Waldman as treasurer. 
Chairman Miller re-appointed 
for one-year terms Associa
tion Chaplain Judah Rosen and 
Association Inside Guard Barry 
Shaw. 

Also appointed by Chairman 
Miller were H armony Lodge 
Faithful Guide Andrew Liss, 
Inside Guard Barry Schiff, 
Friendship Lodge Faithful 
Guide Jeffrey Padwa and Inside 
Guard Alan Gerstein. 

The Association is looking 
to the future - as its milestone 
100th anniversary is only eight 
elections away. As a result, the 
Association has formed a com
mittee to plan events for the 
Touro Fraternal Centennial. 

For more information about 
Touro Fraternal Association, call 
785-0066 or tourofratl@aol.com. 

- - -~-----------~--~~--~-------~-~v:wwwjvhri.org . -------------__._ ____ 
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Meet Samantha Lewis of the JCCRI 
Save the Date! Save the Date! Save the Date! 

A passion for 
sports and life 
Bv BRIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Samantha 
"Sam" Lewis has joined the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island OCCRI) team as the new 
sports programming director. In 
her new position at the JCCRI, 
Lewis will be responsible for kids' 
programs, PeeWee sports, youth 
basketball, adult leagues and 
more. 

Lewis, a 2008 cum laude grad
uate of the Isenberg School of 
Management at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst, with 
a degree in sports management, 
said, "I've been really lucky to 
have had some really cool jobs." 
Lewis, newly relocated to Provi
dence, has spent the past two 
years living and working in New 
York City. Her cool jobs include a 
stint in marketing and event man
agement for the New York Mets, 
and a marketing position with the 
Lead Dog Marketing Group. 

Lewis is no stranger to the world 
of Jewish Community Centers, as 
she worked in sports program
ming at the Greater Hartford 
(Conn.) JCC, "I was brought up 
around the JCC," explains Lewis, 
whose mother is the Greater 
Hartford JCC's health and fitness 

215-4248 

ball and volleyball. 
Now, she's gearing 
up for the Maccabi 
Games, in August in 
Baltimore, Md., that 
provide Jewish youth 
with a supportive 
environment foster
ing mutual respect 
and sportsmanship, 
while 

SAMANTHA "SAM" LEWIS 

encourag
ing physical fitness 
in an atmosphere 
of fun, democracy 
and peace. Lewis, 
a three-time par
ticipant in the Mac
cabi Games in her 
youth, proudly points 
out her third place 
medal on her office 
wall. "The Maccabi 
Games were a great director. "The JCC is more than 

just a gym; it's a community," said 
Lewis. "It's a place to bring your 
fami ly; it's a positive environment 
where you can work out, play and 
have fun ." 

Lewis shared with 1he Voice & 
H erald some of her ideas for the 
JCCRI, including one for parent/ 
child watch-and-play games. 
She's also eager to introduce more 
options for kids, teens and adults, 
including an adult volleyball 
league. 

Always athletic, Lewis plays, 
coaches and referees several sports 
including basketball, soccer, soft-

experience for me," said Lewis. "I 
can't wait to return, but this time 
as a delegation head. 

"I haven't been in Rhode Island 
long, but I'm thrilled to be at 
a JCC again," said Lewis. "I'm 
excited to bring my passion for 
sports and life to the families and 
community at the JCCRI." 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate at the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

1he ] CCR! is a program agency 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

The Alef List: 
Happenings for Hip Jews 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

The next Alef List function is: 
Thursday, July 22 
7-9 p.rn. 
India Restaurant 
1060 Hope Street, Providence 

Rabbi Seltzer will be our guest speaker to spark 
interesting conversation with Young Jewish 
Professionals in their 20-30s. Come enjoy 
complimentary appetizers, cash bar and schmoozing. 
It'll be fun! 

RSVP to Wendy Joering by July 15 
Wjoering@jfri.org or 401-421-4111 x 169 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island Alef List is brought to you by 

the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

June 30 .............. Mike Miller Swingtet 
July 14 ............... Aurea a Chris Turner* 
July 28 ............... LatinJazz 
August 11 ......... Gnomes ..., Folk 
August 29 ......... Duke Ellington Tribute 
September 15 ... Aurea with Chris Turner 

• Violin, Cello, Poems, Harmonicas & more 

wwwjvhri.org 

A gift to the community from Butler Hospital 
Rain location: Ray Hall 

at Butler Hospital 
Limited seating available 
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Friday 
June25 
Yiddish Shmoozers 

Year-end breakfast and enter
tainment by Stanley Freedman 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

9:30 -11:30 a.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

Torat Yisrael Senior Cafe 
"Know Your Candidate" 

Betsy Dennigan, Second Con
gressional District candidate for 
the Democratic nomination, will 
answer questions. 

Temple ToratYisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

11:15 a.m. - Program; Noon -
Lunch 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal or Steve at 
781-1771 

Torat Yisrael hosts Senior Cafe 
Mondays through Fridays 

Senior Cafe at JCCRI 
Jerry Columbo performs his big 
band "Vocalist Show." 

JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Noon - Lunch; 12:45 p.m. -
Program 

$3 lunch donation for 60+ and 
under 60 disabled 

More info: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
Flam at 861 -8800, ext 107 

The JCCRI hosts Senior Cafe on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 

S'more Shabbat 
Bring picnic dinner, blanket, 
chairs, and bug spray and join 
us on the Temple lawn. Drinks 
and the makings for s'mores will 
be provided. Soccer balls, Hula 
Hoops, and outdoor toys are 
welcome. 

Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
°Cranston 

6 p.m. 

More info: 942-8350 

"Hello Dolly" opens at Theatre 
by the Sea 

Come see this old favorite with 
award-winning actress, Cady 

Huffman, as Dolly Levi. 

Theatre by The Sea, 364 Cards 
Pond Rd., Matunuck 

8 p.m. 

Show closes on July 11 . 

Ticket prices: $49/$44/39 

For more info/ticket purchases: 
Call 782-8587, stop by the box 
office or email boxoffice@ 
theatrebythesea.com 

See story on page 21. 

Award at Beth David 
Amanda Le Donne will receive 
the Wendy Adler Scholarship 
Award. 

Congregation Beth David, 102 
Kingstown Rd., Narragansett 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: Ethan Adler at 486-
0110 or ead1er3@cox.net 

Sunday 
June 27 
Congregation Beth David An
nual Meeting 

A light breakfast will be served 
at the annual meeting which is 

Dear Meredith and Bethany and the extremely dedicated volunteers 
behind the First Annual Rhode Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off: 

The First Annual Rhode Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off has come and gone. Two 
things linger, however. One is the taste of chili in the mouths of the hundreds of 
people that attended. But the other has far more last ing implications (although 
far less gastrointest inal ones). 

You brought our sometimes diasporlc community together. 

Think about it. Think of all the great causes and all t he great events that happen 
in the Rhode Island Jewish community and think about who attends them. The 
"JCC Crowd." The " Day School Crowd." The "Federation Crowd." Now take a look 
at the list of your cook-off teams and see how the crowds came together at one 
time with one purpose. At a time where three major agencies in this community 
are working around the clock to become one, you have shown us the possible 
results through your vision and hard work. The fact that you earmarked the 
proceeds of this wonderful event for the benefit of the JCC is almost secondary 
- the fact that you had the event is paramount . 

On behalf of the JCC and those it serves - and I dare say on behalf of our Jewish 
community - thank you to an incredible volunteer committee who reached out to 
the various segments of Rhode Island Jewry to make the RIKCCO possible. Your 
inclusion of Jews of all observances and your attention to-the details that would 
allow them to be included made it all possible. 

Your participating teams - and their inventive themes and decorations - made 
the event unique. And your recruitment of sponsors, including lead sponsors 
Accountlnq for Taste, Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, Berqer Recycling, and 
Epoch of Providence, made your event possible. Thank you to all of them as well. 

Congratulations to the winners, they who wear the crown(s) until the Second 
Annual Rhode Island Kosher Chili Cook-Off: 

Audience Choice 
Chabad Lubavitch ("A Chili Chai") 

fJRST ANNUAL 

JCCRI 
KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 

Judging 

First Place 
Second Place 
Third Place 

With appreciation, 

Douglas J. Emanuel 
President 

Chazak Emanu-el 
Newport Touro Synagogue (the "Touronators") 
New England Rabbinical College 

• 401 elmgrove ave J Cc provodence, r, 02906 

401.861 8800 
rhode Is land www Jccn.org 

wwwjvhrLorg 

CALENDAR 
open to the public. 

Jewish Center, 375 Kingstown 
Rd., Narragansett 

10a.m. 

More info: Ethan Adler at 486-
01 10 or ead1er3@cox.net 

Led Shleppelin - Stairway to 
Leaven Tour 

Benefit dance and concert 
by Purim shpiel band, Led 
Shleppelin. · 

Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft Ave., 
Providence 

7 - 10 p.m. 

$25 

More info: Gershon Levine at 
331-1616 or glevine@teprov.org 

Monday 
June28 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

"The Full Plate Kosher Food 
Pantry- One Year Later." JERI 
Director, Susan Adler and 
Assistant Director, Ethan Adler 
will counsel seniors and their 
families. Ethan is available for 
pastoral counseling. 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 121 5 
Main Road, Tiverton 

10- 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Thursday 
July1 
Hug N'hamah: Circle of Conso
lation 

Dr. Judith Lubiner, a licensed 
psychologist, and Rabbi Amy 
Levin fa cilitate a bereavement 
discussion group. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
July9 
Shalom to Shabbat 

Unwind and nosh before Shabbat 
services. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7 p.m. -Wine and cheese; 7:30 
p.m. - Service 

More info: 785-1800 

Monday 
July12 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

Topic: "Celebrating Our 
Independence." JERI Director, 
Susan Adler and Assistant 
Director, Ethan Adler will be 
available to counsel seniors and 

their families. Ethan will also be 
available for pastoral counseling. 

Brightview Commons, 57 
Grandeville Court, Wakefield 

1 - 2:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Thursday 
July15 
JERI Satellite Office Hours 

See July 12 entry. 

Phyllis Siperstein Tama risk 
Assisted Living, 3 Shalom Drive, 
Warwick 

1 :30 - 3:30 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

See July 1 entry. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
July16 
Temple Torat Yisrael Beach 
Shabbat at Goddard Park 

Experience kabba/at Shabbat 
with the tranquil sounds of the 
water. Bring your blankets, 
beach chairs and pets. 

Goddard Memorial State Park, 
1095 Ives Rd., Warwick 

5:30 pm. 

More info: 785-1 800 

Shabbat Under the Stars 
Enjoy Shabbat services under 
the stars on the Julie Claire 
Gutterman Patio. Services 
include singing, stories, and 
summertime oneg Shabbat 
treats. Children with July 
birthdays will also be honored. 
Open to the community, 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi, 331 -6070 
or rmassi@temple-beth-el.ar 

Calendar Submissions 
Please note: Our next issue 

of The Voice & Herald will be 
published on July 23 (only one 
issue in July). Please send cal
endar items for the July 23 issue 
to voiceherald@JFRI.org by 
July 12 with the subject line of 
"CALENDAR." If you have 
a "must attend event" between 
July 16 and our next issue, please 
email it to k amara@JFRI. 
org and mark it "CALEN
DAR." We will, as appropriate, 
post those calendar entries on 
our W eb site, www.jvhri.org. 
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Volunteering at the ACI pays off 
Brown grad receives 
$25,000 to pursue 

social justice 

BY Tom HITCH INER 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

W RKI NG 
WITH inmates at 
he Adult Correc
onal Institutions 

(ACI) may be daunting for some, 
but it gave Rebecca Mer a sense 
of community. The 22-year-old 
Mer, the daughter of Benjamin 
and Barbara Mer of Lincoln, 
graduated from Brown University 
on May 30, and was awarded the 
David J. Zucconi Fellowship for 
International Study. The fellow
ship provides her with $25,000 to 
work on a project of her choosing. 

After receiving her B.A. in 
Middle Eastern studies, the Lin
coln resident plans to head to the 
United Kingdom (U.K.) to study 
prison arts programs. She will 
interview various people involved 
with the programs, including 
prison staff, inmates and former 
participants, to build a model of 
what an effective and sustainable 
prison arts program needs. 

As an undergraduate at Brown 
she developed an interest in these 
types of programs. Through the 
school, she become involved as 

East Greenwich 
Signal Ridge 

MOOREHEAD COLONIAL - This spacious 4 bed, 
2-1n bath in prestigious Signal Ridge features 
an updated interior, with hardwoods, 3 
fireplaces, 3-<ar garage, 1st floor laundry, 
finished lower level with walkout, central 
air, sprinkler system, sroders opening on to a 
spadousdediand private yard. 

a volunteer in a program called 
Space in Prison for the Arts and 
Creative Expression (SPACE). 
With the help of volunteers, 
SPACE allows ACI inmates 
to participate in creative writ
ing, visual arts, dance and other 
kinds of programs. Mer enjoyed 
participating, and began to get a 
sense of what purpose these pro
grams hold. "I understand that 
this program has power in many 
different ways, including poten
tially therapeutic and potentially 
rehabilitative, but also, in terms of 
access ... some of these women that 
I worked with maybe wouldn't 
hear music, other than in our 
workshop." 

Mer explains that she also 
received a great deal by being 
involved, even in her role as an 
instructor. "It wasn't just me as 
teacher," she said. "I was facilitat
ing a conversation, a workshop, an 
activity that I participated in just 
as they did." She adds that though 
she was able to come and go from 
the prison, she connected with 
those involved with the program. 

"In the end, I developed friends. 
I developed a sense of community 
with these women," M er said. 
H er sense of community has 
also kept her involved with other 
projects. She was a member of 
the United Synagogue Youth, or 
USY, a conservative Jewish youth 
movement that has local, regional 

Warwick 46A Eagle Run 
Eagle Run Condominiums $230s 

SIREN I SETTING NEAR EAST GREENWICH - This 2 
bed,2-1n bath town house has a new kitchen, 
fonnal dining room, living room with fireplace 
and endosed porch. The finished basement 
with full-bath makes this 1800 sq. ft. condo
minium a spacious living experience. 

Call 741-1338 - e-mail: fieldteam@cox.net 

REBECCA MER 

and global chapters. Mer served 
as the regional vice president 
during her junior year of high 
school, which she spent at Gann 
Academy in Waltham, Mass. 

Staying close to her Jewish 
heritage is important to Mer, who 
worked as a substitute teacher 
for H ebrew school, taught at the 

H arry Elkin Midrasha Commu
nity Hebrew High School, and 
also served as the youth advisor 
for USY while at Brown. Mer 
also feels connected to her roots 
in Israel, where she has family. To 
date, she's made six trips to Israel. 

She explains that the way she 
was brought up and the people 

"Mer wi11 bring her 
Jewish va1ues to the 
U.K., as she spends 
time in other prison 

arts faci1ities." 

she grew up with affected her 
choice of studies. In the Provi
dence Jewish community, "I was 
raised with, but also influenced 
by, a concern for social justice," 
she said. Mer says that, for her, 
Judaism is about teaching, vol
unteerism, and giving back to the 
community. 

After her year of research is fin
ished, Mer says that she eventu
ally plans to further her education, 
though this particular project is 
not part of a masters program. 

Mer will bring her Jewish values 
to the U.K. starting in September, 
as she spends time in other prison 
arts facilities. She says, "It is with 
a sense of community that I [will] 
go into these prison arts work
shops." 

Tori H itchiner, a freelance writer 
far The Voice & Herald, is major
ing in journalism at the University 
of Rhode Island. Contact her at tori. 
hitchiner@gmail.com. 

3 lhings You Should Do 

if you're struggling to 

pay your mortgage ... 

• Act immediately. 
Talk to your lender. The earlier you act, 
the more options you have. 

• Seekhelp. 
If you're not making progress, call a 
HUD - approved counseling agency. 

• Stay involved. 
Fill out all the required paperwork and 
stay in contact throughout the process. 

A safe place to call home is essential for the well-being of you and your family. 
Call the Rhode Island Housing HelpCenter at 401 457-11 30 or find a HUD
approved counseling agency at www.HUD.gov. 

RhodelslandHousing 

Call 401 457-1130 ~t HelRCenter 
@. 

a safe place for home help 

www.rhodeislandhousing.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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URI Hillel celebrates rumual meeting New England 

Academy of Torah 
graduation 

Hillel s leaders 
lauded 

KIN G STON - The URI Hillel 
held its annual meeting on June 
7 - the first such meeting in its 
new Norman M . Fain Hillel 
Center. URI H illel board mem
bers, staff and guests, including 
Rosalie and Jonathan Fain and 
J FRI President D oris Feinberg, 
gathered for a celebratory bar
becue on the Arthur and Sandy 
Bobrow Patio. Feinberg reiter
ated the Rhode Island Jewish 
community's support for Hillel 
which plays a crit ical role in 
keeping young Jews connected to 
their heritage. 

Board President Barbara 
Sokoloff presented the Rabbi 
Benj amin M arcus Award to 
Jhodi Redlich for her work to 
promote and publicize Hillel 
activities and events. M artin 
W aldman received the Joseph 
Block Award fo r his many years 
of dedicated board service. 

/ Dr. Herbert Rakat ansky 

ft~ 
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• 

/NEAT 

TICHYEH SCHOCHET, THE 
director of Judaic studies 
at New England Academy 
of Torah, left, and Sonia 
Felder at the June 14 
graduation ceremonies 
held at the school. Felder 
will attend Michlelet 
Mevaseret Yerushalayim 
Seminary in Jerusalem. 

AT THE 
JUNE 

Sokoloff was elected for another 
yea r as Hi llel president, Susan 
L each D eBlasio was elected vice 
president, Ron Freeman contin
ues as treasurer and Leslie M arks 
H ershey continues as secretary. 
Michael Roberts and Eric Shorr 
are new H illel board members, 
and M ichael Schuster, complet
ing hi s term on the boa rd, was 
named an honorary trustee. 

THE URI HILLEL Board, staff and honored guests gather for the June 7 annual meeting. 

14 New 
England 
Academy 
of Torah 
{NEAT) 
com- meAr 

Front row, from left, Amy Olson, Barbara Schwartz, Anna Prager, Barbara Sokoloff, Rosalie 
Fain; middle, Michael Roberts, Henry Winkleman, Arlene Winkleman, Ji>nathan Fain, 
Susan Kirschenbaum, Louis Kirschenbaum, Leslie Marks Hershey, Ruth Jarrett, Martin 

Waldman, Melvin Alperin , Paula Waldman; back, Doris Feinberg, Susan Leach DeBlasio, 
Joie Schwartz, Jhodi Redlich, David Talan and Jerry Kritz. 

mencement ceremonies, 
NEAT named Tova Gerber 
as valedictorian, and Esty 
Saklad as salutatorian. 
Both young women will 
attend a seminary in Israel 
for one year. Upon their 
return, Gerber will study 
at Brandeis University and 
Saklad will attend Touro 
College. 

Executive Director Amy 
Olson spoke about the positive 
impact the new bu ilding has 

had on student involvement, 
including such key events as 
the alternative spring brea k 
to N ew Orleans, prominent 
involvement in URI diver-

sity initiatives and programs 
to commemorate H olocaust 
M emorial D ay and Israel Inde
pendence D ay. 

Sokoloff thanked the boa rd 

GOLDEN CREST NURSING CENTRE 
Experience counts. 
When your business is taking care of people, you learn a lot 
in 41 years. Lesson number one? Be there when people need 
you most. Since 1969 Golden Crest Nursing Centre has been 
here 24/7 fo r Rhode Island 's elderly, providing the very best 
m: 

COMPREHENSIVE SKrLLED NURSING 

SUB-ACUTE REHAB SERVICES 

ALZHEIMER'S CARE 

HOSPICE 

Providing the best is what we do the best, because when it 
comes to caring for a loved one, experience counts. 

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969 
I 00 Smithfield Road, North Providence, RI 02904 

401.353. 1710 
GoldenCrestNursingCentre.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

and , especially, M el Alperin 
and the Fai n Family for the 
capital campaign's success . 

Temy{e 'Betfi-'E{ 

~ 

First Annual Golf Tournament 
Quidnessett Country Club 

North Kingstown, Rhode Island 

Monday, August 30, 2010 
Proceeds benefit Temple Beth-El's 

Religious School and Cultural Programming 

For more information or to participate, 
contact: Neil Benharris: 508-941-8106 

or Rick Granoff: 401-965-6836 
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An eye-opening trip to Kiev 
JINSA board 

member visits Babi 
Yar, Chernobyl 

B Y J,1 Y SrnAUSS 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

KIEV - As a member of the boa rd 
of directors of the Jewish I nsti
tute of National Security Affairs 
('JINSA"), a W ashi ngton, D.C .
based nonprofit organization that 
focuses on issues ofU.S. and Israeli 
national security, I was invited to 
travel to Ukraine and the country 
of G eorgia. 

Coming from several d ifferent 
U .S cities, we all ar rived in Kiev on 
M ay 1 - a major holiday in Russia 
and the former Soviet Union. At 
th is year's M ay D ay, typically a 
holiday celebrated with g reat mili
tary parades and displays of equip
ment, a battalion of U .S. soldiers 
marched in M oscow's Red Square. 
In Ukraine this yea r, M ay D ay was 
celebrated as a four-day holiday 
with plenty of drinking! 

Our g roup visited vast areas of 
the beautifu l city of Kiev, where 
we saw museums, churches, 
schools, Parliament build ings and 
Babi Yar. Burned to the g round by 
U krainia n partisa ns in 1941, today 
Kiev is home to some 5 mill ion 
people. 

Our travels took us to the Jewish 
areas of Kiev, including visits to 
rwo synagogues and a museum. 
Today, about 2,000 Jews live in 
Kiev, but at the beginning of 
W orld War II, more than 300,000 
Jews lived there. Babi Yar, where 
so many Jews were slaughtered, is 
a compelling story of history that 
must be told. 

The hatred that U krainians, 
historically, felt for the Jews was 
at least partly rooted in pre-W orld 
W ar II Russia. In 1931 and 1932, 
Josef Stalin and leaders of the 
Communist Party (which, it was 
believed, included many Jewish 
individuals) developed a plan 
to gain ownership of U krainian 
fa rms; as part of that plan, some 

I Jl 

8 to 10 million Ukrainian fa rmers 
starved to death. This event or pro
gram was called "the H oldidador" 
or "the U krainian G enocide." 

G iven their identification of 
Jews with Communists, many of 
the non-Jewish citizens of Kiev 
willi ngly turned the Jews in to the 
Nazis when they arrived in Kiev. 
Babi Yar, the site of the mass 
slaughter of so many Jews, was 
not, as many say, 40 kilometers 
outside of Kiev, but right in the 
middle of the city. In fact, until 
world Jewry screamed in opposi
tion, Kiev's leaders were build
ing a sports palace on that very 
site. Today, the rusting remains 
of the bui ld ing still stand. I asked 
my tour guide at the Ukrainian 
World War II Museu m to explain 
how only a few Nazis could have 
murdered more than 300,000 
people. She suggested I wait to 
see the pictures in the museum. 
O ne large photo shows rwo Nazi 
soldiers on the high bank of the 
ravine, with hundreds of soldiers 
in the pit wi th shovels, burying 
the bodies of Jewish men, women 
and children. The soldiers, who 
didn't appear unhappy in the 
photo, were, the tour guide said, 
members of the U kraini an Army. 
I was pleased that a well-educated 
U krainian citizen was g iving us 
these facts. 

Visits to government offices to 
talk with bureaucrats, ambassadors 
and others were equally enlighten
ing. We asked the D epartment 
of the I nterior if it was consider
ing reparations to the Jews for the 
property taken from for mer Jewish 
owners. The answer? "No." If they 
d iscover any Jewish arti facts, they 
will, they said, turn them over to 
Kiev's small Jewish museum. 

Another museum depicts the 
history of the C hernobyl atomic 
disaster; the atomic plants are 
in the U kraine, not in Russia. 
Three plants are still operat
ing and use systems that have 
never been approved by the 
World Atomic Energy Commis
sion; the fourt h plant blew up! 
The concrete that was poured to 

THIS IS ONE of two synagogues left in Kiev today. 

THI S MONUMENT COMM EMORATES t he children who w ere killed at Babi Var. 

seal the d isaster is now cracking 
and radia tion is still leaki ng out. 
Workers in shi rts and shorts dig 
under the reactor to pour concrete 
and place a foot-thick lead pad to 
prevent the radiation from getting 
into the groundwater! You ca n 
only imagi ne the life expectancy 
of these workers. These plants are 
only 57 ki lometers from down
town Kiev. Putin, we learned, 
wants to build modern plants in 
the U krai ne, but not in Russia. 

Our visit concluded with a 
rwo-hour interview with John 
Tefft, the U.S. ambassador to 
the Ukraine. We learned that 
the country is a cash society with 
a few extremely wealthy people 
and many more poor ind ividu
als. Three of the country's richest 
eight individuals are Jewish, and 
Yulia Tymoshenk, a former prime 
minister, has assets totali ng more 
than $2 billion, allegedly earned 
while she was in public office. 

The Ukraine has a g reat fun1re, I 
believe, if it educates its popula
tion and becomes a country with 
democratic laws. Time will teU. 

A member of the editorial board of 
The Voice & H erald, Jay Strauss 
also serves as chair of the business 
comm ittee far the newspaper. Contact 
him at strajly@aol.com . 

R ead about Strauss' trip with 
JJNSA to Georgia in an upcom ing 
issue o(Ihe Voice & H erald. 

GET THERE FAST on our HIGH-SPEED FERRY 
ONLY 30 MINUTES TO BLOCK ISLAND 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A night of reflection and hope 

STUDENTS FROM WOONSOCKET'S Beacon Charter School for the Arts present excerpts from the 
play, "The Diary of Anne Frank." 

Meeting filled 
with meaning 
and memories 

Bv BHIAN SULLIVAN 

bsullivan@JFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Holocaust 
Education and Resource Center of 
RI (H ERC) held its annual meeting 
and installed its officers and board of 
directors on the evening of Monday, 
June 14, at the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island. 

The evening's program was a 
unique one, as students from Woon
socket's Beacon Charter School for 
the Arts presented excerpts from the 
play, "The Diary of Anne Frank." 

Gabby M cCauley, a freshman, por
trayed M argot Frank, Anne's older 
sister. "I learned about the Holocaust 
in middle school, but being a part of 
this play has given me a completely 
different perspective," she said. 

Aurora Lefebvre, a junior, played 
Mrs. Van Daan. "] had been to the 
Holocaust Museum [United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum] 
in Washington, D.C. when I was 
younger, but I didn't get it," she said. 
"Now, after portraying the role of 
Mrs. Van Daan, it's something I 
won't forget. Being a part of this was 
both incredible and sad." 

After the moving performance, 
M ay-Ronny Zeidman, the execu
tive director of HERC, presented 

each student with a copy of Ordi
nary People, Turbulent Times, Alice 
Dreifuss Goldstein's book about her 
Holocaust experiences. Elected as 
second vice president of HERC at 
the meeting, Goldstein offered to 
autograph the books for the sn,dents 
after the meeting. 

Other highlights of the evening 
included presentations of several 
awards. Stan Abrams received the 
Volunteer of the Year Award from 
Edward Aronson, a member of the 
HERC board. Upon accepting the 
award, Abrams said, "I'm proud to 
receive this award, but I'd be remiss 
if I didn't acknowledge all the other 
volunteers. I'd like to share this 
award with them. We speak to stu-

I will help her dreams take flight. 

No matter what your child's dream, a Collegeboundfund 529 savings plan can help get 
them there. Contributions to CollegeBoundfund are an investment in your child's future 
and withdrawals for college expenses are tax-free. 

As a parent, relative or friend, what will you do to help the kids in your life realize 
their dreams? 

To open a CollegeBoundfund account or contribute to an existing o ne, ca ll o r visit 
CollegeBoundfund.comlri. 

CollegeBoundfand.com/ri 
You should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of CollegeBoundfund 
carefully before investing. For a free copy of the Program Description, which contains this 
and other information, visit our Web site at www.collegeboundfund.com/ri, or call your financial 
representative or AllianceBernstein Investments at (888) 324-5057. Please read the Program 
Description carefully before you invest . 

wwwjvhri.org 

/John Tavaras 

ARTHUR ROBBINS, LEFT, and Peter Mezei, share a moment at 
the HERC annual meeting on Monday, June 14. 

dents and the general public about 
the atrocities of the Holocaust to 
keep them educated in the hopes of 
preventing this from ever happening 
again." Abrams has served on the 
board and chairs the Program Com
mittee, which is responsible for The 
Holocaust Through the Arts, The 
Art & Writing Contest and other 
Holocaust educational programs. 

Aronson also presented Claire 
Roche, the director of operations for 
the Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island (BJE) and the senior 
planning associate for the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island QFRI), 
with the Teacher of the Year Award. 
In addition to her administrative and 
planning work for the BJE and the 
JFRI, Roche has been an educator 
for 13 years and has served as the 
New England regional director of 
the March for the Living since 2006. 

This year's Jay & Andrea 
Schachne Award, created to honor 
Schachne's father, was presented to 
Mike Teitelbaum, "an extraordinary 
young man ... far beyond his years in 
maturity and enthusiasm. I couldn't 
be happier that [he] has won this 
award," said Jay Schachne. 

Teitelbaum graciously accepted 
the award and shared experiences 
from this year's March of the Living, 
a two-week trip for Jewish teenagers 
to Poland and Israel coinciding with 
Yorn H a'Shoah, Holocaust Memo
rial Day, and Yorn H a'Zikaron and 
Yorn H a'Atzmaut, Israel's Memorial 
and Independence days, respectively. 

Teitelbaum's trip was especially 
remarkable as he was reunited with 
his brother, a soldier in Israel. "After 
spending the first week of the trip in 
a place of sheer terror, I realized on 
the second leg of the trip [in Israel) 
that I felt at home; it was a beautiful 
place to be. I was praying and think
ing of my brother; good, powerful, 
safe thoughts, when someone - a 
soldier - sat down next to me. As 
I looked up to see who the soldier 
was, my brother was looking back at 
me. I never cried with joy the way I 
cried in that moment," said Teitel
baum. "I was in Poland for a week 
where people had lost their families, 
and then 1 was in Jerusalem where 
I was reunited with my brother. My 
trip had come full circle; I found my 
family." 

Arthur Robbins presented the 
final award of the night to Peter 
Mezei, who was stepping down 
as president of the HERC board. 
Robbins said, "We, in Providence, 
are blessed that your odyssey has 
brought you here. The strength 
of our [H olocaust Education & 
Resource] Center today is, in large 
part, because of you." During an 
emotional presentation, Robbins 
presented M ezei with a plaque to be 
hung in HERC's lobby in memory 
of his father who was killed during 
the Holocaust. 

During his remarks, Justin "Jay" 
Strauss, the incoming president of 
HERC's board, referenced a recent 
trip to the Ukraine. "I have been 
welcomed all over the world as an 
ambassador of our people," he said. 
"While in the Ukraine, visiting Babi 
Yar, I found the reason I want to lead 
this organization." (See page 13 for 
"An eye-opening trip to Kiev" by 
Strauss.) 

In his closing comments, Aronson 
urged the audience to "pay atten
tion to what is going on in the world 
around us at this moment, because 
knowledge and education will set us 
free." 

The new officers and board 
of directors for 2010-2011 were 
announced: Justin "Jay" was elected 
president, Susan Odessa as first vice 
president, Alice Goldstein as second 
vice president, Donna Frank as third 
vice president, Myrna Aronson as 
secretary and Toby London as trea
surer. Board members whose terms 
end in 2011 are Stanley Abrams, 
Rebecca Brenner, Sherry Cohen, 
William Kolb, Rev. James Miller 
and M axine Richman; those whose 
terms end in 2012 are Patricia Blake, 
Edward Aronson, Judith Jamie
son and Donald Hogue; and those 
whose terms end in 2013 are Valerie 
Lomus, Linda Fain, Carl Feldman, 
Susan Froehlich, Al Silverstein and 
Miriam Shana. 

For more about HERC, visit 
www.hen:ri.org orcall4S3-7860. For 
more about the Beacon Charter School 
far the Arts, visit www.beaconart.org. 

H ERC is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

Brian Sullivan is a marketing 
associate at ]FRI. 
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At 7 a.m., teams arrived and 
began to cook at 8 a.m. 

What a day1 For those who were 
here, you know what we're talking 
about. For those who could not make 
it, let's do "chili by the numbers!" 

More than 500 people from 
all parts of our community attended. 

The 20+ members of the 
volunteer RIKCCO committee, 
led by co-chairs M eredith Sine! 
and Bethany Sutton, plus many 
additional volunteers for the day, 
were everywhere, making sure 
everything went just right. 

Twenty very competitive 
makers of very delicious chili did 
their thing, and many were in 
costume! 

Three different bands played 
live music, including G :!o's Trio; 
Coda; and Tex, Lex and Rex, the 
H appy Valley Boys (Fishel Bresler 
- is that you under that ten-gallon 
hat?) 

One thousand little kids 
bounced in three bounce houses and 
ran around with painted faces. OK, 
maybe it wasn't 1,000 - they just 
moved so fast and so far, it seemed 
like that many' 

More than $5,000 in revenue 
was earned for the JCCRI, mostly 
from ticket sales. What a great 
accomplishment - that the cook-off 
was a money-maker in its very first 
year. 

We drank 14 cases of beer. 
(Well, I didn't, I was working; but 
that is how much was gone at the 
end of the day.) 

We swabbed the cheeks of 
122 people (a record-breaker, the 
bone marrow coordinators told us) 
for a bone marrow test that could 

/ E. Bresler 

save a life. 
We bagged 50+ bags of trash! 

What can I say- chili is messy! 

Cmu BY THE WINNERS 

We announced the audience 
choice winners for the first annual 
RIKCCO: First place went to the 
Chabad Lubavitch team, A Chili 
Chai; second place to the Epoch 
of Providence team, Hebrew 
Habaneros; and the third place went 
to the Newport Touro Synagogue 
team, the Touronators. 

The judges awarded first place 
to Chazak Emanu-El (a havurah 
from Temple Emanu-El); second 
place to Newport Touronators; and 
third place to the New England 
Rabbinical College team, NERC. 
Many thanks to our volunteer chili 
judges M ark Feinstein, Claude 
Goldstein, Amy M cCoy and 
Wendy Joering. 

Every event has sponsors 
deserving of thanks. The largest 
sponsors were D eb Blazer, of 
Accounting for Taste, who 
generously donated the glatt kosher 
meat and foods for concession; the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, 
Berger Recycling and Epoch of 
Providence (each of whom donated 
$1,000). As for those at the $500 
sponsorship level, we thank Richard 
Suls Consulting (for the Web site 
design), Dan Gamm and Ameriprise 
Financial, Adler Pollock and 
Sheehan, Buy-Rite, McLaughlin 
and Moran (their donations came 
in the form of beer, of course!), 
Tamarisk Assisted Living Facility 
and Jeff Calista's store, A Little Bit 
of Everything. And thanks, too, 
to The Jewish Voice & Herald for its 
media sponsorship. 
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THE NEWPORT TOURO synagogue "Touranators" team, the second place judges' 
choice and third place audience choice, with Deb Blazer of Accounting for Taste, 

CHILI ... 
• We have no idea how many 

bottles of antacid were ingested or 
how many pounds were gained! But 
based on the tremendous feedback 
from everyone who attended, we are 
already planning the second annual 
RIKCCO for Sunday, June 5, 2011 

a major sponsor. 

- so mark your calendars' Y'all come 
back now, hear? 

Chris Parker is the director of 
marketing and communications far the 
}FRI, and director of marketing and 
membership for the J CCRI. She was 

the staff coordinatw for this event and 
is very, very tired, but happy. 

The JCCRI is a partner agency of the 
} FRI. 

To see more photos, visit www. 
rikosherchilicookojfcom 

Enhanced financial assistance for 
Olim moving to Israel's North in 2010 

Ve hicle Subsid ies • Employme nt Assistance • Socia l Support & Re sources 

1-866-4-ALIYAH • gonorth@nbn.org.il • www.gonorth.org.il 

'VDJNef~h 
WDJ::l B'Nefesh 

wwwjvhri.org 
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CHILI CHEFS AND CONSUMERS CAVORT 

I U 
/ Leah Cooper 

JUDGE MARK FEINSTEIN takes his job seriously. 

China Inn 
a taste of china in town 

Located in downtown Pawtucket, just a few minutes fro m the 

East Side, C hina Inn has received "'The Best o f' award many 

times from local Rhode lsland publications and has bui lt a rep

utation for offering delicious, authentic C hinese cuisine for its 

30 plus years of business. The classy interior of our restaman t 

helps to create a bright and warm atmosphere that comple

ments the simple, clean decor of the di ning area, and w hich 

makes it stand out among the average C hinese restaurants in 

the surrounding area. 

GIFT CE RTIFICATE 

BAR LOUNGE 

PRNATE PARTIES & BUSINESS MEETINGS 

BANQUET HALL 

For Delicious Take Out or Delivery Please Call 40 1.723.3960 

We deliver to Pawtucket and East Side 

40 1.723.3960 j 285 Main i;;trcc l l'.lwluckcl, RI 0 2860 I www.chinainnd.com 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1·00 OFF :~~ 
' · 

A Rhode Island Tradit ion for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

wwwjvhri.org 

/E. Bresl er 

DANCE LIKE TH ERE'S no 
tomorrow. 

] 



COMMUNITY 

/ Mary Korr 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL FROM Ha' Emek Medical Center in Afula visited The M iriam Hospital. Left, 
Marsha Haverly, Israeli nurses Henya Tirosh, Carolyn Moalem and Ahuva Tai, and Dr. Genady 

Zelichenko, rear. At right is Jessica Brier and in front, Mary Ellen Januario, both from The Miriam. 

Miriam-Emek exchange offers 
clinical, cultural benefits 

Israeli nurses, 
physician praise 

program 
B Y MARY K ORR 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

PROVIDENCE - The Miriam 
Hospital welcomed four medi
cal professionals from Israel this 
month, in its ongoing interna
tional medical exchange program 
with Ha' Emek Medical Center, a 
teaching hospital in Afula, Israel. 

For Israeli urologist Dr. Genady 
Zelichenko, who will soon begin 
his fellowship in robotic surgery 
at Hadassah Hospital in Jerusa
lem, this visit was a series of firsts: 
His first trip to the United States 
and seeing firsthand the robotic
assisted surgery program at The 
Miriam, which he found "impres
sive [and] incredible." 

In addition, Zelichenko observed 
procedures at the Rhode Island and 
Memorial hospitals. 

"I want to thank The Miriam 
physicians - Drs. Mark Sigman, 
Martin Miner and William 
Corwin, for this opportunity," he 
said through an interpreter. 

He and the nursing professionals 
noted the hospitality of so many in 
the community. Dr. Bobby Chang, 
who took the group to Boston, was 
one of The Miriam physicians to 
go to Afula and work in Emek. 
Ellie Elbaum escorted them to 
Newport, and many community 
members hosted dinners. 

The program had its seed in 
2005, when Dr. Kathleen Hittner, 
former Miriam CEO, visited the 
"hospital of peace and co-exis-

tence" on a Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island OFRI)-sponsored 
visit to Israel to educate non-Jew
ish leaders in Rhode Island about 
the country. 

Jeffrey Brier, chairman of The 
Miriam H ospital Foundation, was 
instrumental in establishing this 
exchange. 

Their next goal is to achieve the 
Magnet nursing status which The 
Miriam holds. The Magnet Rec
ognition Program is an award for 
nursing excellence and outstand
ing patient care and is considered 
the gold standard of nursing. 

During their present visit, the 
nurses have been engaged in a joint 

------------- , research project with their Miriam 

"The program will 
receive a Bernhardt 
Foundation grant." 

"The program offers interna
tional opportunities for medical 
research and education, [and] is 
also a reflection of The Miriam's 
heritage as a Jewish hospital," he 
said. "It was exciting to see our 
international exchange program 
with Ha' Emek pass its fifth year. 
It's amazing to see how much the 
two hospitals have in common." 

He noted the hospital also has 
a successful international program 
with Moi University in Kenya. 

Earlier this month, he 
announced the program would 
receive a $25,000 Bernhardt 
Foundation grant over a five-year 
period. 

Carolyn Moalem, supervisor of 
pediatric medicine at Emek, noted 
the achievements of the collabora
tion. As a result of working with 
quality management at M iriam, 
Emek became the first hospital 
in Israel to attain international 
accreditation through the Joint 
Commission on International 
Accreditation for Hospitals in 
2008, she said. 

counterparts, Jessica Brier, Marsha 
Haverly and Mary Ellen Janu
ario. "We are working on estab
lishing a step-by step process to 
quickly identify and treat patients 
post-surgically that goes beyond 
just measuring vital signs," said 
Moalem. "It is identifying physical 
signs and symptoms of the patient 
and establishing and documenting 
them." 

Taking vital signs is a core nurs
ing activity, said Jessica Brier, a 
principal research co-investiga
tor at The Miriam. "We want to 
define through patient observa
tions the things an expert nurse 
knows before vital signs change, a 
body of knowledge gained through 
experience to achieve better clini
cal judgment and better patient 
outcomes," she said. 

Henya Tirosh shared her obser
vations of her time on the surgical 
floor. "The nurses are more relaxed 
here; they communicate with the 
patients and work as a team." 

The research project will be 
implemented and evaluated in 
the fall and winter, with the 
intent, said Jessica Brier, to pres
ent the research results at the 2011 
Magnet nursing conference. 

Mary Korr is a freelance writer far 
The Voice & Herald. Contact her at 
mkorr@verizon.net. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Camp Jori has been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

PAGE 17 

· beautiful, newly developed campus 
7 2·ocre site 

magnificent waterfront 
soiling, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 
comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 
sports fields and cou rts 
dining hall with on inspiring view 
two swimming pools 
protected environment 
highly skilled, caring staff 
worm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling located in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 
laws observed. 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.CO~ 

• CAMPlQ!!t~ POND 

At Home in RI is an exclusive new customized service 
for the busy older consumer. We are a resource for 

everything one might need to continue to live 
in the environment they have become accustomed. 

To kam more plense call: 
Caroline Rumowicz 

or Jenny Miller 
(401) 331-2849 
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ALLOCATIONS 
From Page 1 

fied communal priorities. 
Historically, JFRI, like most 

federations, granted annual alloca
tions for general agency support. 
The new process has shifted that 
focus and allowed JFRI, as stew
ard of the community's resources, 
to be more responsive to current 
needs on the ground and to target 
funds to priorities. 

Jamie Pious, a JFRI vice presi
dent and the current chair of the 
Community Development Com
mittee (CDC), explains that this 
shift in approach "allows the 
community to more closely align 
resources with needs, which is 
more crucial than ever, given our 
community's general economic 
picture." 

This year, the CDC moved 
the process into phase two of 
the plan. Local partner agencies 
were guaranteed only 25 percent 
of the funding received in the 
fiscal year ending in June 2009, 
and the request for fund ing pro
posals was made available to syn
agogues and more organizations, 
both locally and internationally. 

The CDC, which evaluates the 
Jewish community's needs rela
tive to identified priorities and 
organizational funding request 
through an open, community
involved process, is comprised of 
dozens of diverse Jewish commu
nity members and leaders from 
the greater Rhode Island area . 
The CDC uses specific criteria to 
evaluate proposals and needs; by 
creating objectivity and transpar-

A TEACHER WORKS on a Hebrew lesson with a st udent who has special needs. 

ency, the criteria lend even greater "[We] learn what needs aren't the generation of new programs 
credibility and transparency to being met, even when particu- and services where gaps exist." 

the allocations process . -------------------- SUPPORT FOR THOSE 
In addition, organiza-
tions that receive fund- "Our shared resources are IN NEED 

ing must submit program Safety net services 
outcomes and evaluation supporting those community (nutrition programs, 
information twice each b h tT 1 . d elder care, economic mem ers w o are u y m nee . l d year to the CDC. assistance, etc. an 

Vincent Mor chairs That just makes good sense." programs that fall 
CDC's Caring and under the Caring and 
Social Responsibility Vincent Mor Social Responsibility 
Subcommittee. "Moni- ____________________ Subcommittee's pur-

toring outcomes allow us view are high priority. 
lar programs are succeeding. The More spec·,fically the CDC has to determine whether a particu- ' 

lar program is meeting the needs community needs the flexibility identified vulnerable community 
of an identified population and to be responsive to unmet and members as the highest priority 
an identified priority," said Mor. emerging needs and to stimulate group; funding for direct service 

programs is now limited to serv
ing those community members 
who can't pay for vital services 
themselves. Because the CDC 
is no longer obligated to allocate 
funding based on history, it now 
works with service providers to 
identify how many community
member clients need support, 
and funds those programs and 
services at appropriate levels. 

"We would love to be able to 
fund 100 percent of the cost of all 
programs that serve a community 
need, but that just isn't possible," 
said Mor. "Funding identified 
priorities has helped us focus 
community resources for greater 
impact. E stablishing criteria for 
which clients or_ client groups are 
served with community resources 
means we can be sure that our 
shared resources are supporting 
those community members who 
are truly in need. That just makes 
good sense." 

NEW PROCESS MEANS 
GREATER EFFICIENCIES 

After the request for propos
als was issued last fall, the Jewish 
Life and Learning Subcommittee 
received three similar proposals: 
The Bureau of Jewish Education 
of RI (BJE), which has operated 
a direct-service special education 
program in area religious school 
for decades, Temple Emanu-El 
in Providence and Congregation 
Agudas Achim in Attleboro, 
Mass., sought funding to serve 
religious school students with 
learning disabilities and special 
educational needs. 

"The proposals weren't identi-
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• 
CAMPlQ!!!EN'S POND 

The Center for 
Vascular Diseases 

www.campJorl.com 

wwwjvhri.org 

Sophisticated care in a caring way 
Board-certified, Fellowship-trained 

Working with your physicians, in your town 

• ArteriaJ and venous testing 
• Diabetic circulatory problems 

Stroke prevention 

Min imal ly-invasive endovascular techniques 1& • Aortic aneurysms 

Prima CARE, P.C. 
---11 

Ibrahim G. Eid, MD, FACS 
Marti n A. Fogle, MD, FACS 
David A. Bigatel, MD, FACS 
Jennifer C. Lussier, PA-C 

Fall River 
Newport 
Providence 

508-673-4329 
401 -849-3791 
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The 40+ Singles 
to meet in Newport 

NEWPORT - Enjoy Newport 
with good friends, wonderful 
food and music at the 40+ Sin
gles meeting on Sunday, June 27, 
beginning at l p.m. at t he Ocean 
Cliff Hotel for Sunday Jazz & 
Brunch . 

A selection of breakfast or 
lunch items will be served and 
the group will enjoy the tradi
tion of "Jazz on Sunday" at this 
'Newport landmark hotel. After 
brunch, attendees are free to 
stay for the day, lounging in the 
Safari Room or under the tented 
patio area. Adirondack chairs 

on the lawn encourage people to 
linger to watch boats sail under 
the Newport Bridge. The event, 
for those reserving after June 20, 
is $35 per person. 

Each 40+ Singles event helps 
support a different Rhode Island 
charity, and partial proceeds 
from this June event will be 
contributed to The Touro Syna
gogue Foundation. 

For more information, contact 
Nancy 7homas Slack at 447-8182 
or at www.ntgrouptalent.com and 
click on Special Projects. 

CATHLEEN NAUGHTON 
ASSOCIATES 

~ Private care in the hospital or home 

~ Complimentar y Nursing assessment 

~ Skilled nursing and therapy services 
- ask for us by name at the hospital 

~ Private duty borne health aides 

~ Non medical companions 

~ Driving service: Appointments-shopping-even ts 

~ Services available 24/7 per week 

~ 30 years of home health care services 
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FROM LEFT, KAREN Hodges, who initiated the "Smile in a Bag" idea at SCHS, her daughter, 
Jessie Hodges, a SCHS student, and Ethan Adler, the education director at SCHS, are at 

Hasbro Hospital. 

South County students bring smiles to Hasbro Hospital patients 
PROVIDENCE - On May 18, 
South Counry Hebrew School 
(SCH S) students presented 
Hasbro Children's Hospital with 
some 30 bags that children use in 

From Page 18 

cal," says Linn Freedman, the 
subcommittee chair, "but they 
were complementary enough 
that we saw an opportunity for 
collaboration that might allow 
the identified needs to be met 
at a lower cost in a coordinated 
approach. We asked them to 
submit a joint proposal, which 
they willingly did." The new 

wwwjvhri.org 

the hospital waiting rooms or while 
they are patients in the hospital. 
For this annual program, "Smile 
in a Bag," SCHS families gather 
small games or activiry items to be 

COLLABORATIONS 
proposal, which was accepted, 
will allow BJE to continue to 
deliver its direct service pro
gram and meet the two syna
gogues' additional needs. It 
also includes a professional 
development component for all 
religious school educators who 
want to participate. 

In the coming months, the 
CDC will report on specific 

put in the bags, which also include 
student-made cards. The "Smile in 
a Bag" is part of the SCH S tikkun 
olam curriculum. 

programs and their impact, 
both local and international, in 
7he Jewish Voice & Herald and 
on www.JFRI.org. 

For a detailed list of programs 
and services funded for the upcom
ing fiscal year, visit wwwJFRI. 
org. 

Claire Roche is director of oper
ations at the BJE of R I and senior 
planning associate at the/FRI. 
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Block Island Ferry transports visitors to island adventures 
Coastal beauty's 

offerings are a short 
ride away 

BY TORI liITCHINER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

BLOCK ISLAND - Summers in 
Rhode Island usually mean beaches, 
barbecues Del's Lemonade, and 
that unforgettable jingle: "Sail 
away on the Block Island Ferry." 
Now that summer is here, traffic to 
Block Island is picking up as visitors 
head to shop, soak up the sun, visit 
historic landmarks and take in the 
sights the island has to offer. 

BUSINESS PROFILE 

Short of flying to Block Island, 
the only other commercial source 
of transportation from Rhode 
Island is the Block Island Ferry, 
which has been running for more 
than 75 years. The Interstate Navi
gation Company owns the Block 
Island Ferry that actually includes 
five ships in the fleet. There's one 
high-speed ferry, Athena, and four 
traditional ferries, Block Island, 
Carol Jean, Anna C, and Manitou. 

When you're in a "beach state 
of mind," the Block Island Ferry 
departs from two different loca
tions in Rhode Island. Departures 
occur on a regular basis frorri State 
Pier in Point Judith, Narragan
sett, and Fort Adams State Park 
in Newport; the ferries all dock 
at Block Island's picturesque Old 
Harbor. 

Travel times vary; on the regu
lar ferry, the Point Judith to Block 

Island trip is 55 minutes, while 
it's two hours from Fort Adams 
to Block Island. In a hurry? The 
trip only takes 30 minutes using 
the high-speed ferry, which 
is only available out of Point 
Judith. Finally, for those who 
might have creative travel arrange
ments, a Point Judith to Newport 
(and Newport to Point Judith) 
ferry is a one-hour trip. 

While on the ferry, visitors can 
enjoy the cocktail bar, a galley 
that offers snacks, and plenty of 
comfortable indoor and on deck 
seating. Traditional ferries permit 
pets that are leashed or kept in 
pet carriers, while the high-speed 
ferry requires pets be confined to 
carriers. 

One of the joys of life on Block 

Learn to speak Hebrew! 
Join us for our annual Ulpan with our Israeli friends 

and educators Simcha Pe'er & Rachel Ziv 

Ulpan-style Hebrew language classes offered in a two-week session, meeting Monday 
through Thursday, July 19 - 22 & 26 - 29 

Register online at: .www.bje ri.org 
Register by e-mail to Diane Cerep at: dcerep@bjeri.org 

When you register, please indicate which section you would like to attend. 

I. Beginner's Conversational: 9:45 am - 12:00 pm 
2. Advanced Conversational: 9:45 am - 12:00 pm 
3. Intermediate Conversational: 2:00 pm - 4: IS pm 
4. Advanced Intermediate Conversational: 2:00 pm - 4: IS pm 

The program is open to adults and high school students. 

Program fee, due by the first day of classes: 
$50 per person; $36 for teachers in Bureau-affiliated schools and students 

from 7:00 - 9:00 pm at the JCC 
Wednesday, July 21 & 

Wednesday.July 28 

Bureau of Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island 

130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.331.0956 
www.bjeri.org 

A partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

Island is bicycling 
around the island 
and, while bicycle and 
moped rentals there are 
available, many people 
prefer to bring lheir 
own. Both the high
speed and regular fer
ries permit passengers 
to bring bicycles; those 
who· want to bring their 
cars to the island must 
reserve space ahead of 
time and only on the 
regular ferries. Whether 
you bring a car or a 
bicycle, rent a bicycle or 
moped or decide to rely 
on your own two feet, 
there's plenty to see and 

'_.;J~:-"'l._.::I do once you're on the 
island. 

The island offers many activi
ties to interest the whole family. 
For those who want to observe 
the local wildlife and unspoiled 
terrain, there are bird sanctuar
ies, nature preserves, large sand 
dunes and ancient stone walls. 
More than 50 shops sell trinkets, 
souvenirs and high-end clothing, 
arts and crafts and antique goods. 
Dining on Block Island also fea
tures a wide array of options; there 
are offerings ranging from gour
met restaurants to dockside fish
and-chips, along with plenty of ice 
cream and lemonade. 

Some outdoor dining sites are 
"pet-friendly," so ask the restaurant 
staff if Fluffy or Fido can join you. 
Although the island is a popular 
destination for many as a day trip, it 
is also home to hotels and bed-and
breakfast inns for those who want 
more than a day away. 

From families seeking a low-key 
and quiet beach vacation to couples 
searching out a romantic get-away 
and everyone in between, Block 
Island has something to offer. 

There's something magical about 
this place that is actually closer to 
Long Island than Rhode Island. It's 
little wonder that some of the Block 
Island residents refer to leaving the 
island - even for a few hours or a day 
or two - as "Going to America!" 

Fur information about the ferries 
w to schedule your reservation, www. 
b!ockislandferry.~ ur cal! 783-4613 
ur toll.free at 866-783-7996. 

Turi Hitchiner is a journalism 
majur at the University of Rhode 
Island. Contact her at turi.hitchiner@ 
gmai!.com. 

Welcome to Temple Sinai 
where memories are made. 
Temple Sinai has been creating a vibrant, inspiring and 
supportive Jewish community for more than 50 years. 
It's an extended family for all who come through the door. 
It's a place to pray and learn and draw close to God. It's a 
loving environment for celebrating and commemorating 
life's momentous occasions. It's a place to call home. 

6 Mike Skorski Photography 

¥,,r~r::]?.!~,§,\Q~J, m ,......,. 
www.TempleSinaiRl.org = 
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/Theatre by the Sea 

CADY HUFFMAN, CENTER, rehearses with fellow cast members for "Hello Dolly." 

'Hello, Dolly!' at Theatre By The Sea 
Backstaue with Ton11 duction of"The Producers." What was going on? We did the show 

8 -., did that award mean for you as an and the audience went wild for it. 
Award ® winner actor? · 

CH : I was nominated for a 
Cady Huffman Tony 10 years earlier for "The Will 

Bv NANCY ABESIIAUS 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

MATUNUCK - You don't have 
to be Jewish to bring Dolly Galla
gher Levi, one of the most famous 
characters in Broadway history, to 
life. It takes only a moment with 
Tony Award winning actress Cady 
Huffman to appreciate why "H ello, 
Dolly!" remains one of America's 
most enduring and endearing musi
cals. Huffman stars as D olly Levi 
in "Hello, Dolly!" now playing at 
Theatre By The Sea. Huffman took 
a break &om rehearsing to talk with 
The Voice & H erald. • 

V&H: The story, sel in New 
York in 1884, is about a conniving 

·widow, Dolly Levi, who earns her 
living as a matchmaker. Did you 
draw on any Jewish experiences to 
prepare for this role? 

CH: Actually, Dolly Gallagher 
Levi is not Jewish; G allagher is 
her maiden name. She married a 
Jewish man, Ephraim Levi. One of 
the most interesting things to me. is 
the original Thornton Wilder play, 
"The Matchmaker." For an Irish 
girl to fall in love with a Jewish boy 
at that time in our nation's history 
was quite an ordeal. Then, as a rela
tively young widow, she has to work 
for herself, and [later] she ends up 
with a German man. I think she's 
a romantic. It's more of a univer
sal story than a particularly Jewish 
story. 

But there is definitely a philoso
phy about sharing the wealth and 
the importance of human kindness 
that runs through this piece. The 
Jewish culture cultivates this phi
losophy of giving back. 

V&H: In 2001, you won the 
Tony Award for your portrayal of 
Ulla in the original Broadway pro-

Rogers Follies." I didn't win, but 
that's still a huge deal in a young 
actor's life. Ten years later I found 
myself nominated again and in the 
biggest hit on Broadway - and I 
won. Suddenly, people perceived 
me as a legitimate actress as well as 
a musical theatre performer. 

BUSINESS AR.TS PROFILE 

V&H: What has been your 
favorite role so far? 

CH: The one I am doing! Every 
time I get to create a role, it's a huge 
thrill. I had the chance to play Ulla 
for two-and-one-half years, which 
is a gift to an actor. What's exciting 
for me is tweaking a performance, 
and then suddenly finding myself 
doing something new. You just 
keep discovering, discovering, dis
covering. So getting into that char
acter [Ulla] was a thrill. 

V&H: Was there ever a perfor
mance when you felt an especially 
deep, almost magical, connection 
with the audience? 

CH: What immediately comes 
. to _mind is 9/11. Broadway shut 

down Tuesday and W ednesday. 
Of q mrse, we were in New York 
watching our city smoke and burn. 
We went back to work on Thurs
day. There were lines around the 
block because this was one of the 
few times that people could get 
tickets for "The Producers." Our 
shows were packed while the rest of 
Broadway was virtually empty. My 
brother, who is a writer, said to me, 
"Cady, how can you make people 
laugh after this?" And I said, "John, 
I can't wait to hear people laugh." 

It was terrifying, too. We all won
dered what was going to happen. 
We were going to be singing about 
Nazis ("Springtime for Hitler"). 
How do you do that in light of what 

We ended with the entire cast sing
ing "God Bless America" - and the 
audience sang with us. You felt the 
whole building breathing together, 
the roof lifting a bit, and the whole 
group corning together to do some 
healing through this process. 

V&H : Why is "H ello, Dolly!" 
one of Broadway's longest-running 
musicals, so popular? 

CH : It's innovative in its simplic
ity. The costuming and the sets are 
beautiful. It's romantic. Our direc
tor, Kevin Hill, did the revival with 
Carol Channing, so he's putting the 
original Gower Champion chore
ography into this production. From 
the audience's point of view, the 
dances and movements are simple. 
Jerry Herman's music is easy to 
listen to, easy to hum and you can't 
wait to hear that next song because 
you're so familiar with it. 

Amiee Turner, producing artis
tic director here [at Theatre By The 
Sea] is the spirit behind it. She is 
a great artist and director. We've 
worked together for years and have 
the highest respect for each other. 
After three years she finally suc
ceeded in getting me here. 

Catch Cady Huffman in "H ello, 
D olly!" at Theatre By The Sea before the 
parade passes by! For tickets call 782-
8587, visit www.theatrebythesea. 
com, stop by the box office, or email 
boxoffice@theatrebythesea.com. 

Show times: Opening night Friday, 
June 25 at 8 p.m. Special p erformances 
on Sunday, June 27 at 3 p .m. a,:zd 8 
p.m.Allotherperformances: Tuesday
Friday at 8 p.m.; Thursdays at 2 p .m; 
Saturdays at 4:30 p .m. and 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays at 5 p.m. 

Special matinee performance on 
Wednesday, J uly 7 at 2 p .m . The 
theatre is located at 364 Cards Pond 
R oad, Matunuck. 

Nancy Abeshaus is a freelance 
w riter in South K ingstown. Contact 
her at nabeshaus@cox.net. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish Voice ~ Herald June 25, 2010 PAGE 21 

~~ 111 ..,, 111,E,1~ 

I Listen, I Care. It's All About YOU! 
Let my years of ex pe,iencc benefit. you. 

Realtor since 1977. 

401-884-8050 1124 Office• 401-419-1355 Mobile• SheilaLand@NEMoves.com • www.5heilaLand.com 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
527 Main Street • East Greenwich, RI • 02818 

• Ulll'?'l"l~t'l-..ll 'di~ ~ ,_..,.,,,...j, 
<1J•1,nr, ,-,icr.--dt-f,P: ,(117tffll 

IHEATRE BY ,THE ~-
~010 Children 5 Fes11"cal 

ND \ 2 NOON. $10 PER nc,cET. 
,111,1 SHOWS AT\0 ,-r.\ p. • 

JULY 2: PBS KIDS' 
SaveSonas 
Steve Roslonek brings 
his award-winning music 
toTBTS! 
MY 91 COMIDY JUGGURS 
,...._._.Comedians 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Ida 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

86.1-1403 

~eniorCare Concepts Inc. 
Geriatric Care Management 

Improving the quality of life for those you love 

~ (401)398-7655 
!;:S~ jmille~niorcareconceplsinc.com 

,,__-:-:-=:.:;......._1 www.seniorcareconceptsinc.com 

______________________ LJ 
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SCIENCE AND Socrnrr 

Cari deception ever be benevolent? 
Placebos may have 
their useful place 

ULTI MATELY, 
marketplace rules will 
prevail whether the 
setting is 21st-century 

Wall Street or some country 
lane in 14th-century Poland. 
Fraudulent goods or quackery 

may sell for a 
while, but sooner 
or later their true 
market value will 

-...:::a,1111:• become apparent 

Dr.Stanley 
Aronson 

and deceit will 
then be replaced 
by something of 
more enduring 
value o r 
something even 
more fraudulent. 

The marketplace rules s~em 
to work well with conventional 
items such as harvested wheat or 
hen's eggs, but medical nostrums 
abide by rules that no macro
economist would consider even 
remotely rational. 

By customary logic, a lengthy 
assemblage of useless - even poi-

sonous - substances should have 
been discarded by the public 
centuries ago; yet many medici
nal compounds of mercury and 
arsenic, for example, had been 
purveyed, through the last cen
tury, to generations of credulous 
folk seeking cures; and in many 
remote places, are still peddled. 

Part of the explanation, of 
course, lies in that uniquely 
human emotion called hope, 
particularly when the hope is 
for a life-preserving interven
tion. When there is little to cling 
to, hope and credulity will then 
clasp hands and forego any skep
tical questioning. Hope, too, 
contributes to the protective aura 
that surrounds the healer whether 
he/she had been anointed with 
a university diploma or those, 
such as countless generations of 
anonymous Jewish grandmoth
ers, whose medical education had 
been tempered by nursing the 
sick and dying in the family. 

The bearer of health resources, 
then, comes to the bedside with 
the advanced benefit of a repu
tation - earned or not - as an 

Anniversaries·Menopause·Birthdays·House Warming 

(}!rts!J1rnEzi{ qljiua[s 
Juaitfi 1(aye 

(401) 751-8665 

www.PersonalizedRituals.com 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs·Retirement·Empty Nest·Adoptions 

u Fall River 
Jewish Home 

538 ROBESON ST., F.ALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 

L 

providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

Only 20 minutes from Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679-6172 

~ 
¥, 

Edwin Hubbel Chapin 

A charitable annuity with Providence Public 
Library. A gift w:ith benefits for }10U today 
that will enrich lives for generations. For more 
information: 401.455.8050 or www.provLib.org. 

authentic healer. And if he is per
suasive enough, confident enough 
in himself, sometimes a healing 
emerges where no healing might 
have arisen without the assuring 
hand of the healer. 

This invisible force aids both 

"Might not placebos 
be an act of 

serendipity, a bit 
of enchantment 

to hasten the 
healing process?" 

authentic healers and charla
tans, faith healers and persuas~t 
frauds, witch doctors and earnest 
grandmothers. And this is not to 
deny the reality that some herbs 
employed by village grandmoth
ers (and university physicians) 
are marginally effective. Long 
before the rational pharmacology 
of the 20th century, there were 
crude substances, quite effective, 
such as herbal laxatives, botani
cal sedatives, narcotics, halluci
nogens, and even herbal extracts 
to strengthen heart muscle. But 

there is little doubt that the great
est healing. power of the medieval 
physician rested in his spirit of 
confident authority and self
esteem. 

And so, when this medieval 
physician prescribes a medication 
and - for no tangible reason - the 
pill works, we sometimes call it a 
placebo. To a cynic, this is little 
more than an example of gross 
deceptiop, but to a psychologist 
it represents the happy synergy 
between the self-assured healer's 
spirit of confident enthusiasm and 
the patient's inner - and often 
subconscious - will to get better. 

From what source did the word 
"placebo" arise? In the scriptural 
writings (Psalm 116: 9) the fol
lowing is found: "I shall walk 
before the Lord in the lands of 
the li.,ing." Jerome (341 - 420), 
ascetic and ecclesiastic church 
scholar, chose to translate "I shall 
walk" to "I shall please" and thus 
the sentence in Latin became 
"Placebo Domino in regione vivo
rum." The phrase had often been 
mechanically uttered in church 
services for the dead, more often 
than not motivated by a desire 
for a fee than as an expression 
of pious grief. And so, over the 
centuries, placebo came to sig
nify indifference, a sense of cal-

lous deceitfulness, even duplicity. 
And only belatedly were medi
cines of doubtful authenticity 
then called placebos. 

Placebos, in this age of sta
tistical certainties, can only be 
thought of as cunning frauds, 
as something fois.ted solely by 
cynical imposters and fake heal
ers. But might not placebos also 
be an act of serendipity, a bit of 
enchantment to hasten the heal
ing process? 

The essayist, Henri de Mondev
ille, once suggested: "Keep up the 
spirits of your patient ... by forg
ing letters telling of the death of 
his enemies, or ifhe be a cleric, by 
informing him that he has been 
made a bishop." 

Until the day when the art of 
medicine is converted to a complex 
technological process of molecu
lar appraisal and computer-driven 
pharmacological or surgical inter
vention, let medicine prosper with 
its modest tools, including the act 
of conveying quiet assurance - a 
phenomenon sometimes called 
the placebo effect. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D., is 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

Have You 
Heard? 

EPOCH Senior H ·ealthcare 
on Blackstone Boulevard 

is Deficien . -Free! 
EPOCH Senior Healthcare on Blackstone Boulevard is pleased to announce it has received a 
deficiency-free state survey rating! This means Blackstone has successfully met both the federal 
and the state of Rhode Island's stringent requirements and received their highest accolade. 

A special recognition to the entire Blackstone staff who are solely responsible for this deficiency
free accomplishment and who work hard each and every day to ensure that EPOCH on 
Blackstone Boulevard remains the area's "Residence of Choice for Seniors". 

EPOCH Senior Healthcare on Blackstone Boulevard is part of EPOCH Senior Living, a regional 
provider of senior living offering medical and rehabilitation service, including independent 
and assisted living, skilled nursing, memory care programs and home care. EPOCH Senior 
Healthcare on Blackstone Boulevard provides traditional independent and assisted living, short
term rehabilitation, memory care, long-term skilled nursing and respite/short-term care. 

401-273-6565 
www.epochsl.com 

SEN I OR H EA LTH CARE 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Blvd. • Providence, RI 02906 

wwwjvhri.org 



NATION 

/ lrvi rig Schild 

AT THE JUNE 8 Statehouse reception. Rony Yedida displays 
the T- shirt she received from the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, one of several farewell gifts. The T-shirt's Hebrew 
letters read, "Rhode Island." Providence Mayor David Cicilline 
i~ at right. 

ISRAELIS 
From Page 2 

and lieutenant governor coming 
from different political parties, he 
feels right at home here. "We leave, 
but our partnerships stay," he said. 
"Avi is a forceofnature-he never lets 
anyone forget that Israel is central 
to all we do." Tamir thanked staff 
members, Kelly Smith, Adi Golani, 
Jamie David and Ilana Snapstailer, 
all of whom attended the event and, 
along with other staff, will remain at 
the consulate's office. "My manage
ment style is that I choose the best 
people and stay out of their way," he 
said. "They make me look good." 

Tamir encourage everyone to visit 
Israel, whether as a first-timer or a 
returning visitor. "Israel will change 
your life. It's complex but wonder
ful. Come on your own or come on 
a mission." 

Before the formal reception 
ended, the two diplomats received 
proclamations from the City of 
Providence, the State of Rhode 
Island and other gifts from the 
JFRI, including • an autographed 
PawSox cap and an autographed 
Providence Bruins cap for Nadav 
and a Jewish War Veterans' cap for 
Yedida. 

After the formalities, partici
pants gathered in the lobby to enjoy 
refreshments provided by Account
ing for Taste. Offering a Shalom to 
Tamir and Yedida was made all the 
more poignant with the presence of 
a handful of individuals who came 
to the reception to protest Israel's 
actions with the Gaza flotilla. Most 

of the individuals present chose not 
to engage with the protesters. 

[ NFLUENCE FELT 

TIIBOUGHOUT STATE 

"Both Nadav and Rony have 
been influential in the Rhode Island 
community. Nadav has met with 

. several university and college presi
dents to discuss building relation-

"We 1eave, but our 
partnerships stay." 

Nadav Tamir 

ships between academic institutions 
in Rhode Island and Israel, said 
Marty Cooper, in an interview at 
the reception. "Nadav has also met 
with our elected officials and other 
community and business leaders on 
issues ranging from foreign policy to 
building business relationships." 

Cooper said, "Rony has met with 
several Jewish organizations and 
was a keynote speaker at an Evening 
of Jewish Renaissance (a Bureau of 
Jewish Education annual event) and 
at JF RI's Israel at 60 celebration. 

And, although New England has 
been home to Tamir only for the 
past few years, he quickly embraced 
the New England sports' teams and 
is, said Cooper, and he is delighted 
to have received autographed caps 
from two additional New England 
sports teams - the PawSox and the 
Bruins - to take back to Israel. 

-- PRAT COMMUNICATIONS --Press re1eases • Grant proposa1s 
Persona1 correspondence 

Web Pub1ications 
Editoria1 Services 

So1utions@pratconmunications.com 
www .pratcommunications.com 
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to the federal guidelines, that earns 
him a sentence of 324 months to 405 
months. The judge handed down the 
former - 27 years - plus another five 
years probation. Rubashkin also will 
be required to make nearly $27 mil
lion in restitution. 

Convicted of defrauding two 
banks that had extended lines 
of credit to the slaughterhouse, 
Rubashk.in contended he was des
perate to keep the business afloat and 
would have repaid the advances if he 
had the opportunity. Reade assessed 
the fraud at close to $27 million. 

Rubashkin's lawyers said the 
27-year term amounted to a life sen
tence for the 51-year-old father of 10; 
they plan to appeal the sentence - on 
top of an appeal of the conviction. 

Defense lawyers dismissed claims 
that anti-Semitism underpinned the 
case. 

"Nobody responsible has made 
that allegation," Nathan -Lewin, a 
defense attorney, said. 

The lawyers said the "overzealous
ness" of the prosecution had more 
to do with the profoundly negative 
publicity before the May 2008 fed
eral raid on the Agriprocessors plant. 

Lewin cited media stories 
as "defamatory" that described 
alleged abuses of the immigrants 
who worked at the Agriprocessors 
plant, claims that the cattle suffered 
immensely and opposition from local 
unions because the shop was not 
organized. 

"This is a man who did a lot more 
good for the Jewish community than 
not," Lewin said. "He made kosher 
meat available for Jews in far-flung 
places." 
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RUBASH KIN 
Lewin plans to appeal the sen

tence based on what he described 
as Reade's adherence to mandatory 
sentencing guidelines, which the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled unconsti
tutional in 2005. 

However, Reade, in her ruling, 
appeared to say that she treated the 
guidelines as advisory, which the 
Supreme Court said was permissible. 

Before the sentencing hearing 
last month, six former U.S. attor
neys general and 17 other Justice 
D epartment veterans wrote to the 
judge criticizing prosecutors' recom
mendation that Rubashk.in receive 
life in prison. They noted the "poten
tial absurdity" in prosecutors using 
the federal sentencing guidelines to 
calculate a recommendation of life 
in prison for Rubashkin, saying the 
guidelines can produce sentencing 
ranges that are greater than neces
sary and "lack any common sentenc
ing wisdom." 

Lewin said he would show on 
appeal that Reade did not apply an 
"individualized process" in sentenc
ing. She did not address motive, he 
said, nor consider family issues or 
sentences for similar crimes. 

Reade dismissed motive out
right in rejecting defense requests 
for "downwards adjustment" of the 
sentence. She acknowledged that 
the defense presented "substantial" 
evidence that Rubashkin was not 
motivated by greed but by "duty to 
maintain his family business for reli
gious purposes" - i.e., to maintain 
the supply of kosher meat. 

"No matter defendant's motive, 
he defrauded banks out of millions 
of dollars," Reade wrote. "He placed 
his family business' interest above 

the victim banks' interest." 
Another factor likely to be criti

cal to the appeal of the sentencing is 
also central to the appeal of the con
viction, the lawyers said: The judge 
allowed allegations of immigration 
law violations to be introduced both 
in the trial and sentencing stages, 
although she had earlier dismissed 
the immigration charges. Rubashkin 
was separately acquitted earlier this 
month of state charges oflabor viola
tions related to the alleged employ
ment of immigrant children. 

"Here's the fallacy - he was 
never convicted in any immigration 
charges," said Guy Cook, another 
defense attorney. 

Bob Teig, a prosecution spokes
man, said that the jurors considered 
the alleged immigration violations 
only as it pertained to the bank fraud 
charges. "He knew illegal aliens 
were being harbored at the plant and 
he lied about that to the bank," Teig 
said. 

Reade cited the immigration law 
violations in making the case that 
Rubashkin knowingly defrauded 
the bank, but declined a prosecu
tion request to add to the sentence 
because of the violations. However, 
the judge might change her mind 
if she is ordered to re-sentence on 
appeal. 

"In the event the court is required 
to re-sentence [Rubashk.in], it 
reserves the right to revisit these 
upward departure provisions to 
determine whether their application 
would be appropriate," she wrote. 

Bring it on, Lewin said. 
"If she's warning us, it's an empty 

warning," he said. "We're appealing 
it and we'll get it reversed." 

Whe·n a stroke hits, seconds count. 

In the moments fol lowing a stroke, 
you wqnt to be treated at a hospital 
that recognizes the importance of 
each second. Roger Wi ll iams Medical 
Center is pro.ud to be recognized as a 
Stroke Center and a participant in the 
An;ierican Stroke Association's "Get 
With The Guidelines" Stroke program. 

wwwjvhri.org 

This designation means our staff has 
been specially trained to treat stroke 
patients. At the Stroke Center at Roger 
Wi lliams, the care you receive can 
improve your chance of recovery while 
reducing the risk of a secondary attack. r To learn more about the Stroke 

Center at Roger Williams Medical 
Center, please visit www.rwmc.org 
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- _ Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
ACQUISITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

ESTATE ANTIQUES WANTED 

BUYING: 
ADVERSTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, 

FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, POTTERY, 

RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAHIWEDDINGS 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401} 397-3361 exL6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

Take the Oy Vey Out of 
Planning Your Big Day 

Capture your Simcho 
in a professional DVD from 

R.I. Video Pro 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

~ Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-SELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID CO HEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www.vestedbb.com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLO COINS WE BUY & SELL RARE COINS, ___ __, 
:~::~i~s BULllON&GOLOJEWELRY 
•STAMPS 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST 
• ANnQUES,STERLING SILVER 

• COINS & BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS.NGC authorized 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollan, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSen,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

PODMT COIN DCIIANGl INl 
769 Hope St., Providence 

Ser~ng banks, anorneys, ena1es 
andthepublicforover40years. 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

:~!o~~-~~t~1~i:~~!~:E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SON/CWAL~ ~ 

0 . 
f ~ Larry B . .Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St.• Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your laxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

WILLIAM HIRSCH 0. N ~~ Cell (401) 996-1312 
gr· · ~ Fax(401)421-6254 

BUILT-RJ,T~ ~ NS· UCTION 
' General i;:ontractin_g 

tflf ~ 
All Types of Home eniooelin -&.-Repair RI Reg# 30842 
Kitchens & Bathroo s~'LJ,I n' 6-J Insured 
New Construction lJJl- ,J iilli Quality Service 

'-----==----sa isfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Fall River, HA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

in The Jewish Voice & Herald 

You'll be glad you did. 

Contact TRICIA STEARLY 
401-421-4111, ext. 160 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

TRICIA STEARLY: 401-421-4111, ext. 160 - tstearly@jfri.ort 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
wwwjvhri.org 



BUSINESS Jewish Voice <5t,Herald June 25, 2010 PAGE 25 

Advertisers: Our readers count! CLASSIFIEDS 

W HEN YOU ADVERTISE with The Jewish Voice & Her<11d, • ~, 
rou reach many affiuent r~aders who have disposable J!~~:i,r; -
mcome to spend on your busmess! A 2010 Reader Survey ~~ 

(conducted by the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island) shows that 50 R ~ 

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

POSITION 
WANTED: CNA/ 

NANNY 
percent of them have annual household incomes of $90,000 or more. 

Don't wait another moment - contact Tricia Stearly, 
advertising representative, at 421-4111, ext.160, 441-1865 or 

Second floor apartment, 5 
rooms, recently renovated, 
walk-in closets, washer/dryer on 
site, short walk to Blackstone 
Blvd, $875 a month. 

Certified nursing assistant/ 
nanny: private for your loved 
ones, 30 years of caring, CPR 
certified. Dependable, with 
excellent references. Nancy, 
401 -265-5661. 

tstearly@JFRI.org. 
Contact jgbrier@aol.com, 401-

751-2990 ext. 2. 

A message to our readers: JOB WANTED CEMETERY 
PLOTS Thank our advertisers Maintenance Technician, 

full-time days. Experienced 
with machinery and property 
maintenance, spotless 
background and driving record. 
Call Neil at 401-232-2142. 

W EN YOU VISIT 
law firm, medical 

practice, restaurant, 
shop or other place of business 
that advertises with 1he Voice & 
Herald, why not take 30 seconds 
out of your day to say, "Please 

let your management here know 
that I saw your ad in 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald," or "I came in 
because I saw your ad_ in 1he 
Voice & Herald," or, simply, 
"Thank you for advertising in 
1hej ewish Voice & Herald." 

It doesn't cost you anything 
except a few seconds of time 
and thought, yet it carries big 
impact with savvy advertisers. 
They want to know that people 
pay attention - and respond to 
- their advertising. 

Lincoln Park Cemetery corner 
in front. ~ 0 plots with perpetual 
care. Call Mike at 561-441-8158 

CONTACT TRICIA STEARLY 401-421-4111, 1xr. 160 
TSTIARlY@JFRI.ORG 

TO PlACl YOUR ClASSIFIID AD 

7be }EwisH VOICE & llERArn 
Business and Professional Directory · · 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

n:diie MEDINA 
Palntlne & Remodellne to., Int. 

INTERIOR & ExTERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Homes 
Full I red R.I R #7320 

Call AI Medina 401.438.8771 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

· Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INlERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll free 800-725-3037 
588 Pawtucket Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 01860 

(401) 712-1400 • FAX: (401) 728-3910 

16 Hillside Avenue, Attleboro. HA 02703 
(508) 111-4450 • FAX: (508) 126-6465 

6 Blacks1one Valley Place, lui1e 530. Lincoln. RI 01865 
(401) ll4-l700 • FAX:(401 ) JJ4-J4l4 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9-6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prnc:riptlons filled ... Designer ay.,_a, ... Sunglann 

Established in 1979 

wwwjvhri.org 

PLUl\lBING & HEATING 

.LEES & SON 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

161ADMIRALSTREET 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908 

401 - 421-1358 

Neal Lund 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS. WATER HEATERS. SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed• Serviced• Repaired 

401-265-9152 • 401-233-4882 
··································································.····· 

SER\'ICES F<>R SE~IORS 

It's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
SpcdaHJlns In Sa'llcc tar seniors 
to keep you ufe ~ sccurc In yau-homc. 

• Property Maintenance and Management 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

•minimize fall risks 
• maximize: corwmienct:, dfic1ency 
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Richard M. Borod, 77 
EAST GREENWICH - Richard M. 
Borod, of East Greenwich, died on 
June 9 after a brief illness. He was 
the husband of A. Gail (Cohen) 
Borod for SO years. Born in Provi
dence, he was a son of the late 
Esmond and Lena (Levin) Bored. 

A 1950 graduate of Hope High 
School and a 1954 graduate of 
Brown University, he earned a 
law degree from Yale University 
in 1962. A member of Edwards & 
Angell law firm for 31 years, he was 
involved with the Legal Aid Society 
in Rhode Island and was a former 
Temple Beth-El board member and 
congregant. 

He enjoyed mountain climbing, 
tennis, biking, running and playing 
duplicate bridge. 

Besides his wife, he is survived 
by his nieces and nephews, Linda 
and Joan Wattman, and Howie, 
Steve, and Stu Cohen. He was the 
brother of the late Ruth Bromberg 
and Frances Cohen. 

Donations may be made to the 
East Greenwich Animal Protection 
League, P.O. Box 184, East Green
wich , RI 02818 or your favorite 
charity. 

Stanley S. Epstein, 61 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Stanley 
S. Epstein, a lifelong resident of 
New Bedford, Mass., died on June 
20, after courageously battling 
several different kinds of cancer 
for more than 40 years. He was the 
son of the late Oscar and Beatrice 
(Shafer) Epstein, both of New Bed
ford, Mass. 

A 1966 graduate of New Bedford 
High School and of the University 
of Pennsylvania, he was a witty and 
talented writer and entrepreneur 
of several small businesses, includ
ing, at one time, a book-selling 
business and a resume-writing ser
vice. He also taught creative writ
ing. Most recently, he was author 
of various articles of local interest. 
He was an avid sports fan and pos
sessed the knowledge of baseball 

almost like that of a savant. 
He is survived by his close cous

ins, Lauren Friedman, Dr. Harold 
Gever and Hank and Linda Glick
man, and many friends. 

Donations may be made to 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute or 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center. 

Molly Levine Gross, 91 
WARWICK - Molly Levine Gross 
of Greenwich Farms, Warwick, and 
formerly of West Hartford, Conn., 
died on June 6. Born in Elling
ton , Conn., she was the daughter 
of Samuel and Annie (Norman) 
Levine. She was a graduate of the 
Teachers College of Connecticut. 

She was an assistant buyer for 
the former G. Fox & Co. , before 
working as a teacher, and serv
ing as-the director of the Emanuel 
Synagogue Nursery School for 20 
years. 

Afte~ retiring, she worked for 
Neighborcare at the Bugbee 
School, serving local children. She 
was the president of the Emanuel 
Synagogue Sisterhood for three 
terms, and co-president of the PTO 
for three years. She was a Chaya 
O'Lum award winner and cited as 
a Teacher of the Year. 

She was the wife of the late 
George Leonard Gross, and the 
mother of the late Daniel C. Gross, 
and Sharon Gross Hoffman of East 
Greenwich and her fiance, Robert 
Miles. 

She was the grandmother of five, 
Aaron and Benjamin Hoffman of 
East Greenwich, and Adam Gross, 
Emily Bessey and Karen Gross, all 
of Texas. She leaves two great
grandchildren, Skylar Gross and 
Dora Bessey of Texas, and many 
caring friends. 

Contributions may be made to 
Mazon, www.mazon.org. 

Miriam Handler, 85 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - Miriam 
Handler, a resident of New Bed
ford, Mass. and North Dartmouth, 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

Michad D. Smi lh 
1.,cen,cd f-uncra l Dircc1or 

1 100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel: 463-7771 
Toll-&ee: 1-877-463-7771 

_,./-,<. Certified by the 
;I~): R.L lJoard of Rabbis 

Pre-Nud Programs Available 
Wluelchair Accessible 

Mass. before moving to Lauderdale 
by the Sea, Fla. in 1973, died at 
home on June 20. 

She was the wife of the late 
Sheldon Handler. Born in New 
Bedford, Mass., she was a daughter 
of the late Isaac and Ann (Winne" 
grad) Marder. 

She is survived by her son Mark 
Handler, her brother Myron Marder 
and her grandsons, Sam and 
Nathan. She was the sister of the 
late June Barrell. 

A graveside service will be held 
Friday at 1 p.m. in Plainville Cem
etery, Old Plainville Rd., in New 
Bedford, Mass. 

OBITUARIES 
Dr. Aaron R. Nemtzow 

· PAWTUCKET - Dr. Aaron R. 
Nemtzow, of Pawtucket and 
Boynton Beach, Fla., died on June 
9. He was the husband of Helene . 
(Rottenberg) Nemtzow. Born in 
Newport in 1921, he was a son of 
the late Morris and Sadie Nemtzow. 

Besides his wife, he is survived 
by his son, Ted, of East Boston, 
Mass.; daughter, Terna, and son-in
law, Kraig Steffen, of Bridgeport, 
Conn. ; and daughter, Marci, U.S. 
Army Ft. Rucker in Alabama. He is 
also survived by his ·sister. Shirley, 
and her husband. Philip Mintz. and 

his brother, Irving, and his wife, 
Esther. 

He was a long-time membe~ of 
Temple Emanu-EI, Providence. He 
received his degree in optometry 
from the Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry, and also attended 
Brown University. A vision care 
specialist for many years with 
offices in Providence and New
port, he also served a term as the 
vice president of the Rhode Island 
Optometric Association. He cre
ated artwork using pastels, water
colors and oils. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL§.==:§ 

CHAPEL :!.~ 
458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331-9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 

Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

wwwjvhri.org 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Kosher meals available! 
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BRADLEY AND ALIZA Gross 

liza Nicole Sock, the College with a degree in finance. 
daughter -of Gayle and Aliza is employed as the director 
Philiip Sock of Narra- of sales at Alice and Olivia, a con-
d Bradley David Gross, temporary clothing company. AMANDA AND JEREMY Stein 

the son of Diane and Michael Gross Bradley is a vice president of 
of Woodbury, N.Y., were married Sincel910.com, a luxury e-com-J sh and Penney Stein of 
on April 24 at The Ritz Carlton in merce Web site selling fine jewelry Pawtucket are very happy 
St. Thomas, the U.S . Virgin Islands. and watches. to an nounce the June 13 
Rabbi Steven Moch officiated. Aliza is the granddaughter of marriage of their son Jeremy to 

of Congregation Beth Israel in 
Glendale, Wis., and Amanda 
works at the Milwau kee Bureau of 
Jewish Education and is a clarinet
ist with the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra. 

For the father's feelings on the 
occasion, see his column, "From 
the Old Olivetti" on page 5 of this 
issue of The Voice & Herald. 

The bride and groom both Leila and Sheldon Sock of Cran- Amanda Ruppenthal of Milwau-
received their undergraduate ston, and the late Eva and Reuben kee, Wis. Jeremy is the hazzan 
degrees from Arizona State Uni- Myers of Providence. 
versity. Aliza graduated from The Bradley is the grandson of Helene 
Walter Cronkite School of Com- Gross of Floral Park, N.Y. 
munications with a degree in com- The couple, who honeymooned in 
munications. Bradley graduated the Maldive Islands, reside in New 
cum laude from the Business H onors York City. 

We Are Read 
Where in the world will we go next? 

A wedding celebration in Puebla, Mexico 
The Voice & Herald made it into the suitcase of Providence resident Marilyn 
Kagan. She was in Puebla, M exico to attend a wedding. 

introducing 

~be~! S?ED ' n1P:o~E9 
* *** **v' ** 

featuring * 
get connected 

Jewish organizations, programs and 
services around the state, from Shalom 

Baby to Jewish Seniors Agency 

Jewish federation 
community leadersh ip and planning, 
programs and services that support 

Jewish life and learning 

calendar 
events, meetings and programs 

throughout greater Rhode Island 

breaking news 
The Jewish Voice & Herald : 

local and international Jewish news 

ask wendy 
your Jewish concierge 

volunteer 
the Jewish volunteer connection 

what·s hot 
editor's top picks 

powered by the energy and imagination of Jews in Rhode Island 
and made possible by funds from the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

__________ j 
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And time is running out. 

Your donation to the Annual Community Campaign makes a difference every day in the 

lives of our Jewish community here in Rhode Island and around the world. Your gift is used 

in many ways-it becomes a summer camp experience or a Jewish education for a child 

who could not afford one, a kosher meal for a family that would otherwise go hungry, a life 

changing visit to Israel for a college student, or a family's escape from Ethiopia to Israel. 

Every dollar helps us to perform Tikkun Olam-to create a different and 

better world for all of us. Make your gift by June 30, 2010 to be part 
of this year's Annual Community Campaign. 

Make a pledge today or honor a pledge already made at www.JFRl.org 

130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 029061401-421-4111 x165 

wwwJvhri.org 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 


