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POLAND'S LATE PRESIDENT LECH KACZYNSKI 

Kaczynski 
leaves legacy of 

Polish-Jewish 
reconciliation 

Polish president perishes 
in plane crash 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

BY DINAH SPRITZER 

PRAGUE QTA) - For Jews, Poland 's late 
president, Lech Kaczynski, was a man of 
many firsts. 

He was the first Polish president to attend a 
service at a Polish synagogue, the first to cel
ebrate Hanukkah at the presidential palace, 
the first Polish leader to provide support for a 
Jewish history museum on Polish soil. 

His death in Saturday's plane crash, along 
with his wife and 96 members of Poland's 
political elite, represents a huge loss for the 
Polish-Jewish relationship, Poland's chief 
rabbi, New York native Michael Schudrich, 
toldJTA. 

"A lot of those who are politically right of 

See CRASH , Page 23 
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SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

/ Dr. Harry Sax 

DR. HARRY SAX, in Haiti, with the goat 
that was spared from being a Passover 
sacrifice. 

Doctor's . . 
llllSSIOll 

of mercy 
INECHAMA 

NECHAMA VOLUNTEERS get "down-and-dirty" doing cleanup work at another 
disaster site. Passover in the land 

of the enslaved? The Jewish response to 
natural disasters: NECH.AMA BY D1t. H ,11rnY SAX 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

For those impacted by 
floods, a NECHAMA

]FRI partnership will help 

BY NA NCY KJHSC II 

nkirsch@]FRiorg 

DURING THE LATTER 
days of March, a wildly unpre
dictable Mother Nature left 
her mark on Rhode Island, 

hammering some homes and businesses 
with floodwaters, while others, close in 

proximity, were spared. Already reeling 
from a poor economic climate and one of 
the nation's highest unemployment rates 
in the country, Rhode Island is making 
national - and international - news with 
the flood damage. Federal aid is pour
ing in and "what to do if your home is 
flooded" continues to be the lead story for 
many media outlets. 

In addition to loans, grants and other 
resources from state and national emer
gency management agencies, another 
agency has arrived in Rhode Island, 
NECH AMA, a Minneapolis-based non
profit organization that provides cleanup 

See COLLABORATION, Page 13 

MILOT, Haiti - I have recently returned 
from several weeks in Milot, Haiti where I 
worked as a surgeon and chief medical offi
cer for CRUDEM Foundation Inc.'s medi
cal staff at Sacre Coeur Hospital (SCH). 
Some 100 miles from Port-au-Prince, SCH 
provided treatment for 500 injured Hai
tians who were evacuated to a makeshift 
tent city; typically, the hospital's capacity is 
73 patients. 

CRUDEM is a faith-based orga niza
tion supported by the Order of Malta, with 
strong ties to Catholicism. No one asked 
my religion when I volunteered; the only 

See HAITI, Page 31 

Eclectic 
Israeli 

art 

Don't Miss Page 2 
The Voice & Herald needs 

you r help! Please support 

our 2010 patron campaign 

for the newspaper with 

your tax-deductible gift. 
Claudia Manokian 
designed and created 
this dramatic silk 
scarf that was sold 
at the Crafts Boston 
2010 show last week . 
Manokian, one of 
16 artists sponsored 
by the Association 

We want to continue 

to bring you the Jewish 

news from Rhode 

Island, southeastern 

Massachusetts, the nation, 

Israel and around the 

world. See page 2, inside, 

for more information! 

Thank you. 
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Live in elegant surroundings, enriched with a distinctive 
cu ltural ambiance. An unparalleled level of service and 
amenities, and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, call Dianne: 
401 -732-003 7 • www.tamariskri .org 
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Where Life is Celebrated~ 

A Kosher Assisted living Residence 
Supervised by lhe Kashrul Commission of Greater Hartford 
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COMMlJNITY 

Support The Jewish Voice & Herald 

Use the gift envelope in this issue, or fill out this form 
and mail it to : JV&H 

130 Sessions Street 

Providence, RI 02906 

You may also donate online at www.JFRl.org. 

I support The Jewish Voice & Herald! 

0 Benefactor $1 ,000 0 Associate Editor $72 

0 Sustainer $500 0 Staff Writer $54 
0 Publisher $250 0 Proofreader $36 
0 Editor-in-chief $100 0 Other _ ____ _ 

0 Check enclosed (payable to The Jewish Voice & Herald ) 

0 Charge my VISA/MC 

Card # Exp. Date Signature 

Donor names will be published in an upcoming issue. 

0 Please do not publ ish my name. 
0 Please print my name as: _________ _ 

Address: _________________ _ 

Phone: ________ E-mail: _______ _ 

Thank you for your support! 

Making matzah 
with Chabad 

/Chabad 

ON MARCH 22, CHILDREN from the Jew ish Community Center 
of Rhode Island (JCCRI) preschool participated in a model 
matzah factory at the JCCRI; t he model factory w as led by Rabbi 
Yehoshua Laufer of the Chabad House of Rhode Island. 



f 

COMMUNITY Jewish Voice 8(,Herald April 16, 2010 PAGE 3 

NEws'TEAsERs 

PAGE 5: 
Rabbi Sarah Mack, 
in a guest column, 
writes about 
women praying at 
the Kate/. .. 

PAGE 8: 
Doris Feinberg 
shares her 
thoughts on 
leadership ... 

PAGE 16-21: 
There's much to 
celebrate and learn 
about Israel. .. 

PAGES 22: 
Simply More 
Delicious offers 
some Shavuot 
recipes ... 

PAGE 29: 
Rabbi Marc 
Jagolinzer 
interprets a 
challenging Torah 
portion ... 

Our public schools: 'Envy of the world' 
Panel of education 

experts speaks 
B Y H ,1n1, 1N R 1c11 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald "WE CAN CREATE 
a statewide educa-
tional system that 
is the best in the 

country and the envy of the world," 
said Deborah Gist, the commissioner 
of the Rhode Island Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Educa
tion (RJDE), in a panel discussion 
moderated by Elizabeth Burke Bryant, 
executive director of Rhode Island 
Kids Count. The panel also included 
Michael Lazzareschi, principal of 
the recently reopened Nathan Bishop 
Middle School; and Dr. Warren Sim
mons, executive director of Brown Uni
versity's Annenberg Institute for School 
Reform. 

STATISTICS ARE ALARMI NG 

Gist presented some alarming sta
tistics: Statewide, only 75 percent of 
students graduate from high school; in 
our urban cores, only about 50 percent 
of students graduate. Of the state's high 
school graduates, only 55 percent go 
on to college or other post-secondary 
course of study. For students of color 
or living in poverty, the news is even 
worse: Only 17 percent of impover
ished children in the state are proficient 
in reading and our Hispanic students 
score among the lowest in math in the 
country. 

Sponsored by Temple Beth-El (the 
event site), Central Congregational 
Church and St. Martin's Church, the 
April 7 evening forum on the future of 
public school reform in Rhode Island 
drew a diverse crowd of some 120 com
munity members,·parents, congregants, 
senior citizens, college students and 
civic leaders. 

Despite the daunting challenges 
facing our educational system, Gist 
sounded a clarion call for change: "We 
have to work together in unity." Iden
tifying problems as opportunities for 

change, Gist said, "We 
can't sustain the state or 
improve the economy 
without better education 
for all students." 

The wide achievement 
gaps between students of 
color or living in poverty 
and those with stronger 
socio-economic back
grounds are not the only 
gaps our students face, 
Simmons said. "There's 
an achievement gap 
between all our students 
and the level of academic 
proficiency that's nec
essary for 21st century 
success." And, he added, 
the challenges to address 
this gap are not solely 

. /Nancy Kirsch 
At a community-wide forum on April 7, Deborah Gist looks on as 

technical ones, but political, social 
and cultural; a system of supports that 
include RIDE, individual school dis-
triers, unions, community members, 
after-school programs and faith-based 
groups must all come together to work 
toward the success of our students and 
schools. 

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL CHALLENGES 

Addressing the challenges an indi
vidual school faces, Lazzareschi noted 
that change is a very complex process. 
Lazzareschi, who was able to select 
the teachers he wanted for the newly 
opened Nathan Bishop Middle School, 
acknowledged that change "requires 
the involvement of the community, 
the ability to select and maintain a 
dedicated cadre of teachers who work 
as part of the process to form a profes
sional learning community, and trans
parency." At Nathan Bishop, he said, 
"The faculty is working to personalize 
the learning experience, build a strong 
school community and culture, and 
engage The students in a comprehensive 
advisory program that extends beyond 
the school day to after-school program
ming." 

Gist is committed to supporting 
excellent school leaders and teachers 
with professional development, real-

Michael lazarreschi talks. 

time data on student achievement and a to the Top application and RJDE's pro-
curriculum that is tied to standards and posed statewide funding formula for 
aligned to learning expectations. public education. 

Lazzareschi urged parents of middle Audience questions to the panel 
school students to be as involved with were thoughtful and provocative, as 
their children's education and school were some of the answers, includ-
as they were when their children were ing Simmons' comment, "The educa-
kindergarteners. "Sixth grade is not the tion system we have today is the one 
time to let them go," he said. we have allowed to happen." Without 

NATIONA L NEWS COVERAGE political action, engagement, elimina-
tion of ignorance, and improved higher 

Gist spoke briefly about recent 
actions that have made national news: education training programs, we will 

not have the system we deserve to have. 
Raising the qualification standards It is too soon to tell whether Gist will 
for teacher training programs {which 

achieve her vision of changing Rhode 
had been among the nation's lowest), 

Island's public education system, with 
eliminating seniority-based teacher numerous social, academic, fi nancial, 
placements and reorganizing Central 

and political challenges, to one that is 
Falls High School. Another promis-

the envy of the world. But, as Rabbi 
ing inltiative, said Gist, is the recent Leslie Gutterman said in his. intro-
partnership between management and 

ductory remarks about Gist, "She's 
labor to work collaboratively to address 
the problems in the lowest-performing a woman who welcomes challenges. 
schools in Providence. She's climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro." 

Panel members were enthusiastic 
about the state's chances for a Race to 
the Top federal grant {we could receive 
some S75 million in federal funds for 
improved teacher evaluations and stron
ger teacher certification and dismissal 
processes, if we win in the second cycle 
of grant awards, to be announced in 
June 2010). Gist encouraged audience 
members to publicly support our Race 

Harlan Rich, M.D. is on the Steering 
Committee of the East Side Public Edu
cation Coalition (ESPEC), the group 
that worked with the City of Provi
dence to transform Nathan Bishop into a 

· new and different learning community. 
Rich lives in Providence with his wift 
and four children, all of whom attend or 
attended public school. Contact him at 
hrich@lifespan.org. 
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Are you 
showing up 

for life? 
BY NANCY KIHSC II 

nkirsch@JFRI.org 

"EIGHTY PERCENT 
of success," said Woody 
Allen , "is showing up." 
I no longer respect Allen 

or see his movies, after he showed up 
once too often - engaging in inter
course and then marrying his wife's 
adopted daughter was beyond the 
pale. I, do, though agree with Allen 
that showing up is a significant part 
of life. 

Are you showing up to sit shivah, 
celebrate a simcha or help someone 
in need? Or do you, like me, think 
to yourself, "I can't afford the time 
or the money to fly to California to 
see my cousin's daughter become bat 
mitzvah," or "They won't miss me at 
the funera l - I'll make a donation 
and send a card, instead ." 

I confess to being better at show
ing up at the sad occasions than the 
happy ones, forgetting or failing to 
fully appreciate that the joyous ones 
are those that create the heartwarm
ing, life-sustaining memories. My 
fam ily is scattered across the United 
States and, sadly, we don't seek out 
opportunities to see one another. 
Given that, one might think it would 
be even more important to take the 
time and find the money for showing 
up, yes? 

I · also confess that, even now 
as someone on the "other side" of 
middle age (un less, of course, I 
live more tha n a century's worth of 
years!), I struggle w ith wondering, 
"How am I supposed to show up to 
everything - to each and every work 
commitment and each and every 
personal invitation - that someone 
deems meaningfu l, yet still show up 
for my fami ly and myself? If anyone 
can figure out how to do that and is 
willing to share that secret with me, 
I'd be eternally grateful. That work
life balance is a struggle fo r many of 
us, but t he "showing up" carries that 
struggle one step further. 

Showing up, for me, isn't just about 
showing up and making an appear
ance - it's about showing up and 
making the human connection. It 's 
about being present in the moment -
with the grieving family at a funeral 
or crying tears of joy at the wedding 
of a friend 's son - however painful or 
poignant those moments are. 

A s for others who are showing up, 
I've just met four men from out-of
state who have come to help Rhode 
I sland 's flood victims. They are here 
with NECHAMA, a Minneapolis
based nonprofit that is the Jewish 
response to natural disasters, and 
they show up where and when they 
are needed. You can read more about 
NECHAMA's efforts, in concert 

See LIFE, Page 6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Malring sense of a triple whammy 
A n American Jew writes 

about why he didn't 
make aliyah 

W LLIAM F. S. MILES, a 
professor of political science 
at Northeastern University, 
dentifies himself as a politi

cal anthropologist. Over the course of his 
career, he has written a number of aca
demic books based upon his fieldwork in 

I 
Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

such far-flung locations 
as Vanuatu, an island 
nation in the South 
Pacific; Pondicherry, on 
the southeastern coast of 
India; and igeria. 

During the summer of 
1999, in response to a bar 
mitzvah invitation from a 
Long Island high school 
buddy, Miles took his 
wife, their 9-year-old son 
and 11-year-old daugh

ter to Yahel, a Reform kibbutz established 
in 1977 that stands about 30 miles north of 
Eilat in a section of the Israeli desert known 
as the aravah. 

During his six weeks at Yahel, with visits 
to nearby sister Reform Kibbutz Lotan, 
founded in 1983, Miles engages in what he 
calls "'ethno-autobiography:' exploring one's 
self through the study of one's ethnic peers." 
In contrast to his earlier fieldwork, at Yahel 
and Lotan, Miles attempts to gain insight 
into his own Jewish identity through taking 
a close look at his fellow Jews - interview
ing 57 individuals on the two kibbutzim and, 
for the most part by phone, another 13 ex
kibbutzniks from Yahel and Lotan who have 
chosen to make their homes in the United 
States. In particular, Miles wants to know 
the reasons for his "own decision not to have 
moved to Israel, not to settle on a kibbutz, 
not to live out the ultimate fantasy of a com
mitted and non-Orthodox Jew." 

Miles' efforts at ethno-autobiography find 
expression in his superb book, Zionism in the 
Desert: American Jews in Israel's Reform Kib
butzim (SUNY Press, 2007). Near the end 
of Chapter 2, Miles writes that, "A kibbutz 
largely composed of Reform American Jews 
represents a triple whammy." 1) The over-

whelming majority oflsraelis choose not to 
live in the collectivist, quasi-socialist envi
ronment of a kibbutz. 2) Reform Judaism -
at least back in 1999 - is largely unknown 
and unaccepted in Israel. 3) "[L]eaving the 
United States to live in Israel is considered 
nutty by Americans and Israelis alike." A 
final factor in rendering the establishment 
of Yahel and Lotan utterly quixotic is their 
remote location in the unforgiving, often 
hostile desert. 

"Middle age is the greatest 
enemy of utopia." 

Professor William ES. Miles 

In the summer of 1965, having just turned 
21, I spent the majority of 10 weeks 
working on various jobs at K'far 
M enachem, a kibbutz 15 miles or 
so south of Rehovot and about 
an hour's drive from downtown 
Tel Aviv. For a few days, I toiled 
under the very hot sun in the apple 
orchard and then in the cotton 
field before being transferred to 
the mishhatah, the slaughter
house, where I spent the rest of 
the summer assisting the shohet 
in the kosher dispatching of 
thousands of chickens. 

Forty-five years ago, I 
noted the same general frus
trations with kibbutz living 
that Miles emphasizes in 
Zion in the Desert: Lack 
of privacy, widely vari
able commitment to the work ethic, the 
ongoing tension between an individual's 
personal aspirations and the often smother
ing demands of the group. After four-and
a-half decades, I still remember the bright 
young man who wanted to become a doctor; 
however, K' far Menachem already had the 
one doctor they needed. The young man's 
options? Stay on the kibbutz to manage the 
cotton_ fields or leave the kibbutz to pursue 
his vocational dream. 

While Miles' observations confirm what 
I struggled to understand as a rather naive 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

college student, his book packs a wealth of 
detail and a sophisticated grasp of human 
nature far beyond anything I could absorb 
during my su mmer on a kibbutz. Among 
the more sobering facts that Miles puts for
ward: Only about one out of five individuals 
at Yahel is an actual kibbutz member' One 
non-member makes the case that this alleg
edly egalitarian kibbutz comprises an eight
tier "caste system." In descending order of 
acceptance: 1) Founding members. 2) More 

recent members. 3) Young Israelis per
forming sh'enat sherut, a year of kibbutz 
work credited to their military service. 4) 
Residents who pay rent. 5) Hired workers. 
6) Overseas Reform Jewish youth-grou
pers. 7) Volunteers. 8) The Thai laborers 
(lowest of the low). 

Obviously, Miles is not afraid to cast a 
cri tical eye upon Yahel and Lotan. He well 
understands the dilemmas that rear up in 

any society with the passage of time; middle 
age, Miles laments, is "the 

greatest enemy 
of utopia 
I ndeed, 
more mem

bers have left 
Yahel and 
Lotan than 

have stayed. 
Nevertheless, 
his admiration 

of the "abiding 
sense of com
munity, of inter

connection" that 
characterizes both 
Yahel and Lotan 

shines through on 
almost every page. 

In Zion in the 
Desert, Miles manages to 
combine the dispassionate stance of a trained 
political anthropologist with the passionate 
engagement of an American Jew who, in 
trying to make sense of the triple whammy 
of life on Israel's two Reform kibbutzim, 
begins to come to terms with the complexity 
of his own identity. 

Rabbi James R osenberg is the rabbi emeri
tus at Temple Habonim. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

Former Rhode Islander still 
loves The Voice i Herald 

America should not condemn Israel 

AS A FORMER RESIDENT of Provi
dence from 1920-1973, I am delighted 

to be receiving a gift subscription of 1he 
Jewish Voice & H erald here in Sarasota, F la. 

Although there are many new Rhode 
Island residents whom I do not now rec
ognize, I am truly enjoying all the Rhode 
Island news (especially the religious news) 
of my former home state. It is good to read 
about happenings to old friends. I must also 
read about recent obituaries since that does 
concern my age group as well. 

Thank you for helping me reminisce here 
in Sarasota. I compliment you for your well
edited newspaper! 

Mildred Robinson Field 
Sarasota, F la. 

IAM VERY disappointed in Vice Presi
dent Biden's remark about Israelis and the 

new construction situat ion in Israel. Israel 
is in a life-and-death situation with this 
construction project. All Israelis want to do 
is build new apartments in East Jerusalem. 
Palestinians are angry because they want 
that land to be used for their future capital 
someday. 

Palestinians don't have Israel on their 
maps because they don't want Israel to exist. 
Israel is the only country in the Middle East 
that America can count on. If Arabs would 
lay down their arms, there would be peace; 
iflsraelis laid down their arms, they would 
be dead. 

Palestinians have encouraged suicide 
bombers and consider them martyrs when 
they ki ll innocent people. These suicide 
bombers are not martyrs - they're cowards! 

wwwjvhri.org 

Israel wants to build 1,600 new houses 
in the next three years in East Jerusalem, 
but Biden condemned this project, explain
ing that it upsets the trust the U.S . needs 
for upcoming talks with the Palestinian 
Authority. 

America must not be so quick to condemn 
Israel. We must remember how fortunate-we 
are to have a partner in the Middle East to 
count on. We need to wake up and continue 
to promote the desire for peace between Pal
estinians and Israelis. 

Irving Fradkin 
Fall River, Mass . 

Editor's Note: A longer version of this letter 
appeared in 1he Herald News of Fall River, 
Mass., 011 Saturday, April 3 and in lhe Provi
dence Journal 011 Monday, April 5. 

See MORE LETTERS, Page 6 
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A READER'S P ERSPECTIVE 

Women of the Wall simply want to pray at the Ko tel 
Editor's Note: J osh Stein is 

away. H is column, From the Old 
Olivetti, w£// return in our next 
£ssue. 

Physical violence and 
verbal assaults often 

hurled at women 
Bv RABBI SAHAH M ACK 

Special to The Voice & Herald THIS PAST February I 
had the pleasure of travel
ing to Israel on a family 
vacation. When I realized 

that I would be in Jerusalem for Rosh 
H odesh, I was exhilarated. I would 
be able to join Women of the Wall 
for their service celebrating the new 
month! 

I often prayed with the group 
when I lived in Israel and was excited 
to stand in solidarity with them at 
a pivotal time for women's rights in 
Israel. The ' group has been gather
ing in prayer in the women's section 
of the Kotel for more than 20 years 
to celebrate Rosh Hodesh. The group 
does not call itself a minyan in the 
legal sense or lay claim to the men's 
side of the mehitwh (divider). It is 
simply a group of women who believe 
that women should be allowed to pray 
together and read from the Torah at 
Judaism's most holy site - just as men 
do. 

We sang "mi-she-nikhnas Adar 
marbim b'simha" (once Adar has 

Celebrating in the 
midst of sorrow 

I MADE ALIYAH 32 years 
ago on Ho/ Ha'moed Sukkot. 
For the immediately ensu
ing Sh'mini Atzeret/Simhat 

Torah holiday, I decided to go and 
pray at the Western Wall . Because 
these two holidays in Israel are 
celebrated on the same day, the 

Sam 
Lehman 
Wilzig 

experience was 
perplexing 
even dreadful. At 
the Kotel, there 
are several prayer 
services going 
on at the same 
time, each at its 
own pace after 
starting at differ
ent times in the 
morning. 

So there I was, 
saying the Yizkor 

memorial prayer for the dead "on 
Sh'mini Atzeret" while right next 
to me several ecstatic Jews were 
joyously dancing in ci rcles with 
a few Torah scrolls during their 
"Simhat Torah" hakafot! 

I am reminded of that experi-

"l look forward to 
a time when all are 
permitted to pray 

aloud and read 
from the Torah -
women and men 
alike - at the site 
most holy to us 

as Jews." 

begun, our joy increases) but there 
was little joy. The sound of wom
en's voices singing "Haller at the 
Kotel never fails to stir my soul. The 
response of the ultra-Orthodox men 
and women to our prayers never fails 
to ignite my anger. Women of the 
Wall, as a group, has endured much 
abuse over the years, and this morn
ing was not any different. 

Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) men 
shouted at the group from the men's 
side of the mehitwh. Haredi women 
shouted ugly curses in Hebrew 
directly at the minyan. Unlike other 
months, at least, there was no physi
cal violence. Often Orthodox wor
shipers have thrown chairs and even 
tried to wrestle the Torah from the 
praying women. 

On a recent radio show, Women of 
the Wall Chairwoman and Director 

of the Israel Religious Action Center 
Anat Hoffman joked, "The weather 
was not a deterrent to our prayers. 
[But] it was raining chairs this morn
ing." 

It is no joke, however that last 
November, a female worshiper was 
arrested for wearing a ta/lit and car
rying a Torah. In January, Hoffman 
herself was detained, fingerprinted 
and humiliated like a common crimi
nal. 

Women of the Wall has fought 
substantial battles in the Israeli 
courts. On April 6, 2003, the 
Supreme Court upheld the Israeli 
government's ban prohibiting the 
organization from meeting at the 
main public area at the Wall on the 

grounds that continued meetings rep
resented a threat to order at the Kotel. 
The Court required the government 
to provide an alternate site. On R osh 
H odesh Adar, we were escorted by 
police officers to Robinson's Arch, an 
archeological site adjacent to the Kotel 
where we read Torah and completed 
our tJillot. To me, as a worshiper, this 
move felt not "separate but equal" as 
it was intended. The march to Rob
inson's Arch, carefully accompanied 
by a police presence, felt like banish
ment. 

The ultra-Orthodox authorities 
who control the Kotel oppose the 
idea of women praying together in 
groups, reading from the Torah and 
singing out loud. Ironically, Women 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Sorrowful happiness 
ence every year around Israel's 
Independence Day. First, we 
commemorate Yorn Ha- Zikkaron 
Li-G'vurah (Memorial Day for 
the Fallen Soldiers) in the course 
of 24 sorrowful hours, with mass 
visitations and ceremonies in Isra
el 's various Tzahal (Israel Defense 
Fund) cemeteries. Then, at 8 p.m. 
sharp, all Israelis change into 
boisterous partygoers_ to start 
the ensuing day's worth of 
Yorn HdAtzma'ut (I ndepen
dence Day) celebrations. Sort 
of a collective, instantaneous, 
depressive-manic transforma
tion. 

In the U.S., Americans have 
several weeks between Memo
rial Day and Independence 
Day to move from low to high 
key; Israel affords no time at 
all. Does this make sense? I 
believe it does. 

The immediate contiguity of 
the two days incorporates the 
essential message within itself: 
National independence could 
not (and by extension, cannot) 
exist without the great sacrifice of 
those patriots who sacrificed their 
lives for their country. This is a 
critically important message for 

the youth , especially in a country 
that still suffers from threats to 
its very existence. The tenuous
ness of the national project, and 
the continuing need fo r sacrifice, 
are reinforced by the juxtaposition 
of these two radically different, 
but nevertheless complementary, 
national holidays. 

H owever, this is not only a 
matter of contemporary exi
gency. In fact, it is an extension of 
Jewish history, in which there was 
never very much unadulterated 
joy. Rather, the best times were 
almost always mixed with some 

wwwjvhri.org 

sor~ow: the Israelites entered the 
Holy Land - when their g reat
est leader Moses died; the First 
Temple was built by Solomon 
- with conspiracies to usurp the 
monarchy before and after his 
reign; the Second Temple was 
rebuilt despite (or because of?) the 
massive intermarriage of Jewish 

men to pagan women; the 
Jewish Golden Age in Spain 
was immediately followed by 
pogroms, forced conversions 
and the Inquisition; emancipa
tion of the Jews in.19th century 
Europe was accompanied by 
rising "national-racial,anti
Semitism;" and so on. 

One would think, perhaps, 
that the Jewish State based on 
a Zionist ideology that negated 
diaspora history and the sor
rows of Jewish history would 
conduct itself differently, but 
Jewish poli tical culture was, 
and continues to be, too strong 

for any clean break with the past. 
And that's probably all for 

the good. A s the current rise in 
anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism 
clearly shows, at least par t of the 
modern world (especially those 
countries in closest proximity to 

of the Wall follows halakhah 
- Modern Orthodox Jewish 
women pray alongside Con
servative, Reconstructionist 
and Reform Jewish women. 

' It is only the haredim who 
direct their vituperative 
influence towards the group. 
Their religious restrictions 
have been implemented on 
all Jews. As Rabbi Rosen
berg wrote in these pages a 
few months ago, "It is unjust 
and immoral for an intoler
ant minority to impose their 
cramped view of gender 
segregation upon the over
whelming majority of Jews 
who find such enforced 
segregation in public places 
patently offensive." 

I look forward to a time 
when all are permitted to 

pray aloud and read from the Torah 
- women and men alike - at the site 
most holy to us as Jews. 

Rabbi Sarah Mack is the associate 
rabbi at Temple Beth-El in Providence. 
Contact her at rabbimack@temple-beth
el.org. 

To learn more about Women of the 
Wall or find out how you can join them 
next time you are in Israel, visit wom
enofthewall.blogspot.com (you can also 
fallow them on Facebook). 

To learn what you can do to support 
religious freedom in Israel, visit the Web 
site of the Israel Religious Action Center 
at www.irac.org 

Israel) continues to treat the Jews 
and their new state in the same 
way as their forbearers did in yes
teryear. It makes eminent sense, 

"lsraelis continue 
to celebrate their 

annual day of 
independence 

with a tear still 
remaining on their 

cheeks." 

therefore - one could even say it 
has a distinct survival logic - that 
Israelis continue to celebrate their 
annual day of independence with 
a tear still remaining on their 
cheeks. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wihig 
teaches at Bar-I/an University in 

· I srael. In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site at 
www.profilw.com. 
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Obama's handling of 
U.S.-Israel relations 

shocks some 
Jewish leaders 

BY CHARLES JACOBS 

IN AN ACT of realpoli
tik opportunism, President 
Obama recently parlayed 
a diplomatic blunder in 

Israel into a full-fledged crisis in 
U.S.-Israel relations. Obama has 
declared that changing the way 
the Arab world sees America is 
key to his foreign policy. Israel, it 
seems, may have to pay the price 
for this change in direction. 

The fight emerged when Bibi 
Netanyahu failed to forestall an 
announcement of new housing 
construction in East Jerusalem 
until after Joe Biden completed 
his visit to Israel. Biden was 
"offended." In fact, the apartments 
for Jewish residents are in a part of 
Jerusalem that nobody - the U.S. 
and Yitzhak Rabin included - ever 
expected would be ceded to the 
Arabs in any imagined peace deal. 

Bibi apologized for the 
announcement's timing but 
explained, "No government of 

AN OUTSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE 

Obama: Is he really a friend? 
Israel for the last 40 years has vard professor Samantha Power? to him." 
agreed to place restrictions on Many Jewish leaders were will- The friend looked at me with 
building in Jerusalem." But now ing to overlook or ignore these "red pity, as he said, "Every politician 
"offended," Hillary says Israel flags," given the potential benefits tells people just what they want to 
must "prove" that it wants peace by of the Obama administration's hear." 
making (more) concessions. Noth- transformative power. "But, it was not the face of a 
ing is demanded of the Arabs, I have a confession to make. I, liar," I replied. 
who just named a public square too, was taken in. It happened at "That's what politicians do best," 
for a killer of Jewish civilians. the last AIPAC convention when he said. "They look like they are 
No offense was taken. Arnbassa- ------------- not lying." 
dor Oren sensed a tectonic shift So, I'm not surprised that much 
in US-Israel relations. What has "Nothing is of Jewish leadership, in spite of all 

happened? demanded of the the evidence, trusted in Obama 
New York Times columnist Mau- and helped elect him. Now, many 

reen Dowd explained Obama's slap Arabs, who just of these leaders are in shock. The 
at Israel in a March 16 column: Anti-Defamation League's Abra-
"Jews," she wrote, "no longer speak named a public ham Foxman (kudos to you, Abe!) 
with one voice." She's partly right: was first out of the box, issuing a 
the growing power of the Jewish square for a kfl1er blistering reprimand to Obama. 

far-left - the rise of J Street and Of Jewish civi1ians. AIPAC too, whose ironclad policy 
post-Zionism in general - give is to be bipartisan, rebuked Obama 
cover for the president to publicly No offense was and asked members to protest. 
fight with the Jewish state enabled H ow did these Jewish leaders 
Obama to express his ire. But it . taken." get it so wrong in the first place? 
was more than the far-left: 80 _____________ H ow did they ignore the clear 
percent of Jews voted for Obama. evidence that this man was going 
What explains that? Obama roused the crowd, pledg- to have a different feel for our 

Did the man not sit for years ing that Jerusalem would remain people? It's the politics of John 
in the pews of a virulently anti- the undivided capital of Israel. Lennon's "Imagine," where we 
Semitic church? Was he not inti- When we heard that, th0usands of imagine a world of no-conflict, 
mate friends with former PLO us jumped to applaud. of love between all peoples. And, 
spokesman, Rashid Khalidi? Did Flushed with excitement, recall the '60s singsong chant: "All 
he not choose as his senior foreign explained to a friend, "I came there we are saaaay-ing, is give peace a 
policy advisor the anti-Israel Har- a skeptic. I couldn't believe my chance." 

eyes - some Jew must have gotten 

MORE LETTERS 
From Page 4 

Many Jewish leaders believed 
in the Oslo peace accord and in 
Obama. Many others, like me 
(for that AIPAC moment only!) 
and like Foxman, were snookered 
by his charm, but now see behind 
the curtain. Yet others still live 
in a fantasyland. The success and 
survival of the Jewish community 
depends on the effectiveness of its 
leadership. 

If America's Jewish leadership 
is unwilling to abandon its com
forting fantasies and consider the 
possibility that it was betrayed by 
its hope for change, Jews all over 
the world will continue to reap the 
consequences. 

A slightly longer version of this 
op- ed appeared in the Boston Jewish 
Advocate on March 25. 

A columnist far the Boston Jewish 
Advocate, Charles Jacobs has co
founded many organizations, includ
ing the Boston branch of CAMERA 
- Committee far Accuracy in Middle 
East Reporting in America; 7he 
Dav id Prqject; and Americans far 
Peace and Tolerance. Contact him at 
www.charlesjacobs.org. 

HERC responds when there's a need 

Negotiations, not 
unilateral actions, in 

Middle East ON A RECENT Sunday 
morning, some 300 people 

gathered at the Showcase Cinema 
in Warwick to see the fascinating 
and riveting film "Escape from 
Auschwitz." An additional 3,300 
students viewed it later 
that week. 

'
1Never again is 

meaningless unless it is 
backed up with events, 
programs, classroom 
visits and teacher work
shops. One needs good, 
educated neighbors to 
help support victims and 
prevent further atroci
ties; prevention cannot 
succeed if the only the 
victims are highlighted. 

Holocaust education is not "we 
lost six million ... oy vay." Rather, 
it teaches us that the health of the 

society must be examined, evalu
ated and understood. Holocaust 
education is not a Jewish issue ... it 
is a human rights issue, an ethical 
and moral issue. 

As I speak to students, I am 
always amazed at the 
information they have, 
the teachers' dedication 
and the impact of our 
visits. 

The Holocaust 
Resource & Educa
tion Center (HERC) 
responds to the call of a 
concerned parent whose 
child is being tormented 
at school for being 
Jewish; we respond 

when Family Court sends us a 
hate crime perpetrator; we respond 
when we are asked to devise a cur
riculum for a particular school 

LIFE: You can't call it in 
From Page 4 

with the Federation and our vol
unteers, on page 1 of this issue. 

I also confess that I put show
ing up to work ahead of showing 
up for personal obligations, and 
that hurts. It hurts the friend 
who I recently cancelled lunch 
plans with to handle a work 
"emergency" and it hurts me, 
my productivity and my happi
ness. 

While I may never figure out 

the challenges of managing the 
obligations a·nd invitations from 
afar (unless I get the advice I 
seek from our wise and worldly 
readers), I hope to find a way to 
be better at showing up for more 
simchas and celebrations, for 
coffee or lunch with friends ... 

In the meantime, I'm going 
to suit up with the guys from 
NECHAMA. I want to sec, 
firsthand, what their showing 
up experiences entail. 

or classroom. 
Unfortunately anti-Semitism 

is on the rise globally ... look at 
Sweden, France or Iran. Genocide, 
unfortunately, is alive and well. It 
feeds into age-old accusations and 
misrepresentations and history 
repeats itself again. Through edu
cation, we hope to make our com
munity a better place to live. 

HERC is the best ambassador 
to the non-Jewish community, it is 
a gem often not valued for its true 
worth. 

Selma Stanzler 
Riverside 

Stanzler is a permanent life 
member and former president of 

the HERC board of directors. 

IN THE APRIL 2 issue of 7he 
Jewish Voice & Herald, Professor 

Josh Stein wrote ("Ruminations 
on Yorn HaShoah, building in East 
Jerusalem"), "Jerusalem was never 
intended to be the capital of Pal
estine ... in the U.N. partition plan, 
the city ... was designated an inter
national zone." 

My question to Professor Stein 
is, did the U.N. partition plan 
intend for Jerusalem to be the capi
tal oflsrael? 

Stein also wrote, "The newly 
announced settlements may not 
be wise, but they certainly are not 
illegal." Article 49 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949 states: 
"The Occupying Power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own 
civilian population into the terri
tory it occupies." The 1,600 new 

units Israel has approved for Ramat 
Shlomo, a section of East Jerusa
lem that Israel captured in the Six 
Day War, are not only illegal under 
international law, but undermine 
the urgent need for a two-state 
solution. 

The issue of final borders oflsrael 
and Palestine needs to be resolved 
through negotiations, not uni
lateral actions. The United States 
must demand that the Palestin
ians stop inciting anti-Semitic and 
anti-Israel hatred, and come to the 
bargaining table with the intent to 
end this decades-long war. 

We must demand the same of 
Israel. 

Marc Paige 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Parting the Pawtuxet River 
!PREPARED FOR Passover as 

I always do. I collected my food 
from the caterer and the supermar
kets, changed the dishes and took 
out the garbage. . 

But fate had other ideas for me. 
After the first night of Passover, 
my boyfriend Ted and I were told 
to leave the apartment imme
diately. I grabbed a few basic 
items and hoped for the best. 
By this time, the water was very 
high and cars in the Warwick 
Mall parking lot were floating. 

wwwjvhri.org 

The police escorted us out 
through that parking lot, but 
behind the water, or so I thought. 

As the water reached my car's 
hood, I called my daughter, Robin 
on my cell phone. I screamed out 
what was happening and prayed 
that I would see Robin and grand
son Scott again. 

A miracle happened; my car 
made it through the water and 
onto I-295. I had survived. 

The next night, still shaken, Ted 
and I attended a Passover dinner at 

Temple Sinai. 
So ended my time in Rhode 

Island, a lifetime of memories. 
My life continues in Centerport, 
N.Y. with Ted and in the winters 
in Florida with Robin and Scott. 
As my mother remains in Rhode 
Island, I shall return often. You 
can reach me at Chalpern13@aol. 
com. 

In the meantime, Shalom 
Rhode Island. 

Cindy Halpern 
Centerport, N .Y. 
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Kadd-ish for six million in Narragansett 
VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

voic1:herald@JFRl.org 

NARRAGANSETT - The 
mood was somber and serious 
among the few dozen individu
als - three generations in all -
who attended Congregation Beth 
David's Kaddish for six million 
ceremony at the Village Inn in 
Narragansett on Sunday, April 11; 
outside, the weather was a "Cham
ber of Commerce" day and the 
beach was inviting. 

At the ceremony, members of 
Congregation Beth David and 
South County Hebrew School lis
tened intently to the guest speaker, 
Professor Robert Burns, who 
shared his experiences of having 
a father who helped liberate Elie 
Wiesel and a mother who enter
tained the troops as a member of 
the USO, during World W ar II. 

H e urged the audience mem
bers - with a special emphasis on 
the children ip the small crowd 
- to remember and practice these 
three concepts: communication, 
community and compassion. H e 
encouraged us to evaluate, each 
day, whether we've made some
one's life better, happier and easier 

Conference 
on 'Hebrew 
for diverse 
learners' 

BOSTON - Hebrew College's 
Center for Jewish Special Edu
cation will host administrators, 
researchers, specialists and Jewish 
educators from both day school 
and congregational school settings 
across the country at its annual 
GISHA (Good Ideas Support
ing H ebrew Access) conference on 
April 25-26 at H ebrew College in 
Boston. 

This year's program, "H ebrew 
for Diverse Learners: From Con
cept to Classroom," considers the 
impact of various disabilities (e.g., 
learning disabilities, autism spec
trum disorders, attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder-, mood dis
orders, executive function disor
ders) on students' learning a second 
language and explore strategies for 
teaching Hebrew language to stu
dents with special needs. 

The conference will feature prac
tical workshop sessions on the use 
of technology, decoding Hebrew 
skills, curriculum, teaching prayer, 
teaching spoken language, and 
teaching text to students with spe
cial learning needs. 

For further information or to regis
ter, call 617-559-8624 r,r go to www. 
hebrewcollege.edu. 

after encountering that person. 
Seven candles were lit by differ

ent congregational leaders - one 
for each of the six million Jews 
who perished and another to rep
resent the millions of other inno
cents who perished during the 
H olocaust. 

Participants also engaged in 
prayers and songs of hope and 
peace to commemmorate those 
who perished in the H olocaust. 

Congregants enjoyed refresh
ments and conversation at the cer
emony's conclusion. 

/ Nancy Kirsch 

ZACH, SHERI AND 
Ryan Snow, of 
Charlestown, listen 
a prayer read by 
Ethan Adler at the 
Kaddish for Six Mil
lion ceremonies at 
the Village Inn on 
Narragansett on 
the afternoon of 
Sunday, April 11. 

jewish community of rhode island flood relief effort 

VOLUNTEER. DONATE. 
HELP NOW. FLOOD 2010 

please join us as we work to help our neighbors 

IF YOU CAN HELP 

VOLUNTEER with NECHAMA, the Jewish community's disaster relief 

organization. You can volunteer for a day or a week. Plus, NECHAMA 
will train you. Go to www.JFRl.org to sign up. 

DONATE to the RI Jewish Community Flood Relief Fund at www.JFRl.org. 

HELP by by offering your time to cook meals for volunteers, or at one 

of our Jewish communal agencies helping with job placement, FEMA 

paperwork, etc. Contact wjoering@JFRl.org. 

IF YOU NEED HELP 

Contact Wendy Jeering, the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 

Outreach Coordinator at wjoering@JFRl.org or 421-4111 x169 

to get or give help visit 
www.JFRl.org 

or ca// 401.421.4111 

wwwjvhri.org 

tt,,~ NECHAMA ft C JEWISH RESPONSE 
~. TO DISASTER 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 
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Jewish leadership continues its 3,000-year-old traditions 
BY DORIS FEINBERG 

B £ING A PARENT 
and a lay leader both 
requ_ire _ thoughtfulness, 
sens1t1vtty, comm1tment 

and conviction. We are not born 
with the skills needed for either of 
these endeavors, but if we're lucky, 
our own parents become natu-

"""'!!!!!!!:!!!l'l=""-• ~:~ ::1:,h:~d~: 

Doris 
Feinberg 

have children. 
Models for our 
development as 
communal lead
ers can be harder 
to come by. 

While I was 
fortunate to have 
excellent men
tors at just the 
right time, many 

of us take on leadership posi
tions in the community with little 
preparation or support. 

It had long been a dream of 
mine to create a venue to provide 
our new and future communal 
leaders with an opportunity to 
network with one another, receive 
support and be trained by some 

of the finest minds in our com
munity. That dream has become 
reality with the recent launch of 
the Board Leadership Institute 
(BLI), a four-session program 
sponsored by the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island. The BLI, 
which is open to all, is designed to 
develop and enhance the leader
ship skills of those either currently 
serving on the boards of Rhode 
Island Jewish organizations and 
synagogues or those who would 
like to serve in the future. Our 
leaders hold the well-being of our 
organizations in trust; we must be 
sure they can do so effectively and 
responsibly. 

The first session, led by Rabbi 
Mordechai Rackover, the rabbi 
of Brown/ RISD Hillel and the 
associate university chaplain for 
Jewish life at Brown Univer
sity, got us off to a great start 
by leading us to a simple and 
enlightening definition of what 
a leader is: anyone who has fol
lowers. By understanding the 
behavior of various types of fol
lowers, Rabbi Rackover showed 
us, we can adjust our own 
responses for greater effective-

ness as leaders. 
Rabbi Rackover's presenta

tion was lively, engaging and 
entertaining. But what really 
struck me was his effective 
use of Jewish text as the pri-

"When we want to 
1earn something 

new, sometimes the 
best p1ace to start 
·is by seeing what 
we can 1earn from 

something o1d." 

Rabbi Mordechai 
Rackover 

mary material for the session. 
R abbi R ackover used the story 
of Joseph and other narratives 
from our tradition to illustrate 
a variety of leader/follower 
dynamics and how the leaders' 

responses shaped events. As 
Gail Siletchnik of the Touro 
Synagogue board put it, "The 
workshop helped us see the 
characteristics of leaders and 
followers in a different way - as 
well as the way these character
istics can affect the outcomes 
of the interactions between the 
two. Our tradition shows that 
these relationships between 
leaders and followers are time
less, so the use of Jewish text 
was brilliant." 

R abbi Rackover noted that 
our tradition has been teaching 
about leadership and follower
ship for 3,000 years. "When we 
want to learn something new, 
sometimes the best place to 
start is by seeing what we can 
learn from something old," he 
said. "It's affirming to have a 
sense of what our tradition says 
and to know we can learn from 
it." 

This first session of the BLI 
demonstrated how Jewish lead
ers of all backgrounds can draw 
on our tradition for guidance. 
Rabbi Rackover showed us how 
Jewish text grounds the work 

we do and what distinguishes 
us as good leaders. The BLI has 
been specifically, intentionally 
designed as a Jewish leadership 
training program because we 
want to communicate that being 
Jewishly curious and commit
ted to learning is part of being a 
leader in our community. 

We come to our work with 
widely varying backgrounds of 
Jewish education and experi
ence. But as adults, we can each 
take responsibility for our own 
Jewish learning. Future BLI 
sessions will focus on other 
aspects of leadership, but we 
should always be looking for 
ways to extend our own Jewish 
knowledge. 

Rabbi Rackover pointed out 
that our community has so 
many great resources available. 
As its leaders, we can enrich 
ourselves, be more effective and 
set a powerful example by con
tinually enhancing our Jewish 
knowledge and developing our 
skills. 

Secrets of a Jewish Mother revealed 
Real advice, real love, 

real stories: 
All yours for 
the taking 

BY CHRISTINE PARKEII 

cparker@JFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE-On June 6, Jill 
Zarin, of Bravo's Real Housewives 

signing copies of their new book, 
Secrets of a Jewish M other: Real 
advice, R eal Stories, R eal L ove. At 
the Hilton Hotel in Providence, 
the event is hosted by the Women's 
Alliance of the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island QFRI). 

Committee co-chairs Robin Kall 
Homonoff (of WH}J's Reading 
with Robin) and Lezli Pious are, 
well, thrilled to be able to offer such 
a fun and star-studded event to the 
women of our state. 

SECRETS 
"These women are fabu

lous. And their story is our 
story," said Pious. "When 
we read early releases of 
the book, we said, 'We 
have to find a way to share 
trus with our friends.'" 

of_, A 
Jewish Mother 

Real Ad vice, RPal 8 1,or/e;t . flt1<1I Love Thanks in part to 
Homonoff's connections 
via the radio world to 
Lisa Wexler, Providence 
became a stop on the book 
promotion tour. "I think 
the authors are as excited 
about trus as we are," said 
Homonoff. "Anybody can 
relate to the stories and the 
advice in this boo but the 
way they bring them to life 
is just hysterical. This will 
be a must-see event. I'm 
bringing my daughter and 
my girlfriends." 

of New York; her sister, New York 
radio host Lisa Wexler; and their 
mother, Gloria Kamen will be here 
in Providence, sharing secrets and 

Some of the advice from 
the book: ''A good man 

is hard to find, but so is a good 
woman. Don't settle for less than 
you deserve." And, "Bar mitzvahs 

and weddings: the grudge starts Rhode Island as part of the work 
here." of the Women's Alliance. One of 

Homonoff said, "It's gratify- her favorite quotes is a reminder of 
ing to see the universality of the about friendsrup: "Finding a friend 
advice of Jewish mothers. Even is finding the best part of yourself 
if you're not Jewish, you know the and setting it free." 
truth when you hear it." And she 
adds, it's great to bring the tour to 1he June 6 event begins at 4 p.m., 

and tickets are $36, advance purchase 
only, and available online at www. 
jfri.org. Books wi/1 be available for 
purchase and to have signed. Valet 
parking provided. 

For more information, contact 
Bradley Laye at blaye@]FRL org or 
421-4111. 

Federation announces 
award recipients 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
QFRI) has announced the names 
of this year's recipients ofits pres
tigious leadersrup awards. 

The Merrill L. Hassenfeld 
Leadership in Community Ser
vice Award goes to Rabbi Elyse 
Wechterman for her service with 
Jewish Family Service and cre
ation of the Kesher outreach pro
gram. 

The Riesman Leadership 
Development Award goes to 

, 
~.-.... ,,.· 

SUSAN GERTSACOV 

wwwjvhri.org 

RABBI ELYSE WECHTERMAN 

Susan Gertsacov, for her commit
ment to the Jewish community 

· and her willingness to consis
tently do whatever is required to 
serve her community. 

The Norman and Flo Tilles 
Community Relations Coun
cil (CRC) Award goes to Avi 
Nevel, chair of the Israel Advo
cacy committee of the CRC for 
rus work to promote awareness of 
and interaction with Israel here 
in Rhode Island. 

All three awards will be 
presented to the recipients at 
the JFRI annual meeting on 
Monday, May 3. The meeting 
is open to the public, and will 
be held at the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
beginning at 7 pm. 

For more information, cal/ 421-
4111. 

AVI NEVEL 

I 
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COMMUNITY 
R.I. Jewish community 

establishes flood 
relief fund 

A $10,000 
anonymous matching 

grant boosts 
donations 

PRO VIDENC E - As part of the 
Jewish community's response to the 
recent devastating floods in Rhode 
Island, the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island CTFRI) has estab
lished a relief fund with donations 
going directly to flood cleanup and 
the urgent needs of those affected 
by this disaster. This effort is being 
generously matched up to $10,000 
by an anonymous donor. 

"W e are heartbroken over this 
flood and the damage it has done 
to our fa milies and neighborhoods. 
The entire Jewish community is 
mobiliz ing to help with volunteers, 
donations and good old- fashioned 
elbow grease, All Rhode I slanders 
are called to action ," said Stephen 
Silberfarb, JFRI's executive vice 
president/chief executive officer. 

In addition to the relief fund, the 
Jewish community has partnered 
with N E C HAMA , a national 
Jewish disaster volunteer response 
nonprofit organization that special
izes in cleanup and recovery (Read 
more about N E C HAMA on the 
front page of this issue). This coor
dinated effort is non-denomina
tional and offers onsite training to 
local volunteers. J F RI has also set 
up partnerships with Jewish Family 
Service to provide counseling and 
other support to flood victims. 

NECH AMA has already 
started to deploy its volunteers and 
equipment to help cleanup and 
recover homes. 

D onations may be made online 
at www.J F RI.org, or by dropping 
off or mailing checks made out 
to "JFRI" with notations of "For 
Rhode Island Flood Relief' to the 
JFRI, 130 Sessions St. Providence, 
RI 02906 . 

For more information, call 421-
4111. To volunteer, sign up at www. 
JFRl.org or call 421- 4111. 

jewish community of rhode island flood relief effort 

VOLUNTEER. DONATE. 
HELP NOW. FLOOD 2010 

to get or give help visit www.JFRl.org 

or call 401.421.4111 IJ!I [II 

The 25th Annual 

TPC of Boston 

sign up today! 
www .jccri.org 

contact Li sa Mongeau at 
(401)861-8800 or lmongeau@jccri.org 

for more informati on and to lea rn about 
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Volunteers urgently needed to help 
with flood cleanup 

PROVIDENCE NECHAMA, 
our Jewish community"s partner 
in flood cleanup, and the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island (JFRI) 
seek volunteers to help clean Prov
idence area homes that have been 
damaged by the flood. 

What does clean up entail? 
• Removing damaged contents 

and other debris from basements 
and/or upper portions of 

buildings. 
• Pressure-washing basements 

or home exteriors 
• Removing wallboard, paneling, 

and insulation 
• General cleaning of basements 

and upper floors, as appropriate 
• Sorting and moving furniture 

and personal belongings 
• Cleaning up general debris in 

neighborhoods and around homes 
• Assessing property damage 

and lending a sympathetic ear to 
homeowners. 

No experience, tools or equip
ment necessary, just the desire to 
help others. We are seeking vol
unteers for one-day or multi-day 
deployments. For those volunteers 
who don't live in the area but who 
will be here for more than a day, 
the local Jewish community will 
provide food and lodging. 

m;J~~ 

NECHAMA recommends volun-
teers wear: 

• Long pants 
• Closed toe shoes or work boots 
• Sunscreen and/ or bug repel

lent 
• A change of clothing if you are 

travelling far. 
Volunteers are needed for work 

days Sundays through Fridays for 
the rest of April and into May. 

To volunteer, contact Wendy 
Jeering at wjoering@JFRl.org or 
421-4111, ext. 169 or sign up online 
at www.JFRl.org. 

SEEDS OF PEACE BAR MITZVAH PROJECT 
FROM LEFT, CECILY Barber (with Henry Mayer), Leo Eisenstein, and Shanoor Seervai, all Seeds of Peace 
camp participants, at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island on March 25. Mayer is fundraising 
for Seeds of Peace as his Mitzvah Project. Mayer, who will become bar mitzvah on Sept. 11, 2010 chose 
an organization that promotes peace and collaboration among different groups, given the horrors of 
Sept. 11, 2001 . 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

Please join us 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Annual Meeting 

Monday, May 3, 2010 

19 /yar 5770 

7 pm 

Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

401 El mg rove Avenue, Providence 

130 Sessions Streel , Providence , Rhode lslond 0 2906 (401) 4 2 1- 4 1 11 www.JFRl.org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Jewish Community Calendar 

Friday 
April 16 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Shabbat & Dinner 

Yam HaShoah service and guest 
speaker Anna Prager, a Holocaust 
survivor. 

URI Hillel, 6 Fraternity Circle, 
Kingston 

5:30 p.m.: service; 6:15 p.m: 
dinner 

More info: Contact Joie 
Schwartz at 874-2740 or 
Joie_schwartz@mail.uri.edu 

The A/eflist: Happenings for 
Hip Jews 
Catered Shabbat dinner for Jew
ish adults in their 20s and early 
30s. 

JCCRI Social Hall, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

7 p.m. 

RSVP: Wendy Joering at 421-
4111, ext. 169 or 
wjoering@JFRl.org 

Sunday 
April 18 

Save a Life: Donate Blood at 
the Blood Drive 

Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

JCCRI Family Open House: A 
Family Free Day 

Open pool, exercise classes, 
fitness center, babysitting, 
family activities 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

RI Jewish Historical Associa
tion Spring Meeting 
Dr. David Gitlitz, former provost 
and current professor of Hispanic 
studies at URI, previews his new 
novel, The Lost Minyan. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

2p.m. 

More info: Anne Sherman at 
331-1360 

Concert with Shireinu, the 
Women's Chorus of Temple 
Sinai 

Tamarisk Community Room, 3 
Shalom Dr., Warwick 

2 p.m. 

More info: Jo-Ann at 732-0037 

The Jews of India 
Romiel Daniel, president of The 

Indian Jewish Congregation of 
USA and former president of the 
Magen Abraham Synagogue, 
Ahmedabad, India, leads a 
discussion of Jewish life in India, 
featuring video of Indian Jewish 
ceremonies and a singing session 
of Ashkenazi and Indian melodies. 

Brown-RISO Hillel, 80 Brown 
St., Providence 

3 p.m. 

More info: Megan Nesbitt at 
863-2805 or 

Megan_Nesbitt@brown.edu 

Contemporary Issues Panel 
Discussion 
Controversial issues in Judaism, 
such as organ donation, abor
tion, stem cell research, clon
ing, euthanasia, and cremation, 
moderated by Rabbi Jagol inzer; 
light dinner. 

Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Rd ., 
Middletown 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: 846-9002 

Monday 
April 19 
Yom Ha-Zikkaron 

Yom Ha-Zikkaron Observance 
Brown-RISO Hillel's Israel Com
mittee's ceremony for fallen Is
raeli soldiers, including stories by 
students who are former Israeli 
soldiers. A Hero in Heaven about 
Michael Levin, the only American
born killed in the second Lebanon 
war, will be shown. 

5 p.m. 

Brown-RISO Hillel, 80 Brown 
St., Providence 

More info: Leehe Ralph at 863-
2805 or Leehe_Ralph@brown. 
edu 

Tuesday 
April 20 
Yom Ha'atzma'ut 

Learn, Lunch & Play 
Rabbi Sarah Mack speaks on "My 
Israel" and presents a slide show 
of her recent trip. After lunch, 
play gin, mah jongg, or backgam
mon. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

11:30 a.m., Rabbi Mack; 12:30 
p.m., lunch; 1:15 p.m., games 

$10 

More info: Rona at 331-6070 or 
Rnachbar@temple-beth-el.org 

Torat Yisrael's East Greenwich 
Lunch & Learn 
Discuss "How Judaism Guides 
our Treatment of Animals" with 

Rabbi Amy Levin. Participants 
order from the menu. 

T's Restaurant, 5600 Post Rd., 
· East Greenwich 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Kings of Swing 
Dr. Steven Kane hosts "Helen 
Ward & the Big Bands." 

Tamarisk Community Room, 3 
Shalom Drive, Warwick 

3 p.m. 

More info: Jo-Ann at 732-0037 

Yorn Ha'atzma'ut Jazz Concert 
Mattan Klein, Israeli jazz/world 
music flutist, and Seeds of Sun, 
Israeli jazz emsemble, will be 
joined by Cantor Judy Seplowin of 
Temple Beth-El. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

8 p.m. 

More info: 861-8800 

Wednesday 
April 21 

Touro Fraternal New Member 
Open House 
Guest speaker is former Provi
dence Journal sportswriter, Steve 
Krasner. 

Touro Hall, 45 Rolfe Square, 
Cranston · 

6:30 p.m. 

More info: 785-0066 or info@ 
tourofraternal.org 

Brown-RISD Hillel Annual 
Meeting and Awards Cer
emony 

Brown RISO Hillel, 80 Brown 
St., Providence 

6:30 - 7:45 p.m., with dessert 
and coffee 

More info: Megan Nesbitt at 
863-2805 or Megan_Nesbitt@ 
brown.edu 

"The Armenian Genocide" 
RI PBS airs the documentary by 
Emmy Award winner Andrew 
Goldberg to commemorate the 
95th anniversary of the 1915 geno
cide of Armenians. 

10 p.m. 

Thursday 
April 22 

Torat Yisrael's Cranston/War
wick Lunch & Le11rn 
See April 20 Torat Yisrael entry 

Cozy Grill Restaurant, 440 
Warwick Ave., Warwick 

Noon - 1 :30 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

wwwjvhri.org 

JERI Satellite Office Hours 
Topic: "Spring Fever." JERI Direc
tor Susan Adler and Assistant 
Director, Ethan Adler will be 
available to counsel seniors and 
their families on any issues or 
concerns. 

Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 

2-3 p.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621 -
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Holocaust Survivor Speaks in 
Dartmouth, Mass. 
Holocaust survivor Martin Schiller 
will talk about his experiences. 

Carney Library Browsing Area, 
University of Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth, 285 Old Westport 
Rd., North Dartmouth, MA. 

3 - 4:30 p.m. 

More info: Rabbi Jacqueline 
Satlow at 508-910-6551 or 
jsatlow@umassd.edu 

Israeli Politics Seminar 
"How does the Israeli political 
system really work?" with infor
mation from Dr. Ken Stein of the 
Center for Israel Education 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

6:30 -8 p.m. 

More info: 463-7944 

Hug N'hamah: Circle of Con
solation 

Dr. Judith Lubiner, licensed psy
chologist, and Rabbi Amy Levin 
facilitate bereavement group. 

Temple To rat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

7:30 - 9 p.m. 

More info: 785-1800 

Friday 
April 23 

Taste And See, Shabbat And 
Me 
Families with children 5 and 
younger learn to welcome Shab
bat with stories and music with 
Rabbi Randy Kafka, Temple Israel 
South Shore. Families make their 
own challah covers and enjoy 
fresh challah. 

Mansfie ld Public Library, 255 
Hope St., Mansfield, Mass. 

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 

More info: 781-795-0510 or 
south@jccgb.org 

Beth-Elders and Sisterhood 
Board Shabbat Dinner 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

5:30 p.m. 

$18 per person 

More info: Rona at 331-6070 

Sunday 

YONI AVITAL OF "The Shuk" performs at Temple Emanu-EI 
during the weekend of April 30-May 2. See pages 20-21 for 
more about "The Shuk. • 

• 11 



CALENDAR Jewish Voice ~Herald April 16, 2010 

Cranston 

PAGE 11 

April 25 
Bake Sale 

Temple Beth-El lobby, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

More info: Rona at 331 -6070 

Open House 
South County Hebrew School , 
375 Ki ngstown Rd., Wakefield 

9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Rev. Ethan Adler at 
486-0110 or ea d1 er3@cox.net 

Work of Our Hands, Hearts, 
and Minds 
Exhibition and sa le of hand-made 
artwork by members of RI Hadas
sa h. 

Pea ceLove Studios, 200 Main 
St., Pawtucket 

Noon - 5 p.m. 

More info: 463-3636 or 
rhodeisla ndcha pter@had ass ah. 
-org 

See story on page 15 

American Girl™ Tea Party 
Event, suitable for children 8 and 
older, features author Jacqueline 
Denibar Greene who writes books 
about the first Jewish American 
Girl doll, Rebecca Rubin. 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

1 p.m. 

$18 adult, $9 child 

RSVP: Nicole Katzman at 331-
0956 ext. 180 or nkatzman@ 
bjeri.org 

Mah Jongg Tournament 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

1 p.m. 

$18 

More info: 463-7944 

Israel Craft Projects 
Create Israeli-themed crafts in 
honor of Yom Ha 'atzma 'ut. For 
families with children 5 and older. 

Creativity Center, Bureau of 
Jewish Education, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence 

1 - 2:30 p.m. or 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

$2 per ch ild 

More info: Diane Cerep at 
331 -0956, ext. 182, or dcerep@ 
bjeri.org 

ShmoozerTrip to Newton, 
Mass. 
Yiddish shmoozers attend "An 
Evening with G rouc ho Marks" 

Leventhal Sidman JCC, 333 
Nahanton St., Newton, MA 
2 p.m. (Bus leaves JCCRI at 11 
a.m.) 

$25 for members and $28 for 
non-members 

More info: Phyllis at 738-8468 or 

Beverly at 944-2566 

Rhode Island Philharmonic 
Jazz Ensemble 
Concert features jazz fluti st 
Wendy Klein 

Temple Beth-El , 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence 

4p.m. 

More info: Rob Massi at331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Habonim Jewish Film Festival 
" Ushpizin" ("Guests") depicts 
what ha ppens when two recently 

Noon: lunch, 1:2:45: program 

$3 suggested donation for 
disa bled and those 60+ 

Senior Cafe at the JCCRI meets 
every Wedesday and Friday. 

More Info : Neil Drobnis or Lucy 
Fl am at 861 -8800, ext. 107 

Exploring the Family of God 
The Barrington Interfaith Clergy 
Association sponsors a three-part 
series exploring worship spaces, 
customs, and rituals, with Rabbi 
Andrew Klein 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 

Mattan Klein 
and 

Seeds of Sun 
Jazz Trio 
a FREE concert 

7 p.m. 

More info: Rob Mass i at 331-
6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth
el.org 

Israeli Innovation Weekend 
Keynote speaker Asaf Vitman, 
minister of economic affa irs for 
the Embassy of Israel, speaks 
on "The Evolution of the Israeli 
Economy, 1948-2010." 

Congregation Mishkan Tefila, 
300 Hammond Pond Parkway, 
Chestnut Hill, MA 

7:30 p.m. 

6 p.m.: fea st; 7 - 10 p.m: 
entertainment 

$45 in advance, $50 at the door 

More info: 942-8350 

Sunday 
May 2 

Mitzvah Day 
Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave ., Providence 

8:30 - 11 a.m. 

More info: 331-6070 
See story on page 12 

Tom Chapin Concert 
Temple Tora! Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

5 p.m. 

$25 adults, $15 children under 
13 

More info: 785-1800 

"Golda" - A One Woman 
Show 
Dramatic monologue featuring 
Jane Fierstein as Golda Meir 

Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 
St., Warwick 

7:30 p.m. 

$18 adults, $15 students or 
seniors, in advance; $20 for all 
tickets at door 

JCCRi 
More info: Joyce Kelly at 463-
7944 

40 1 elmgrove avenue, providence, rl 

converted Orthodox Jews receive 
a large sum of money and prep_are 
a lavish Sukkot feast attended by 
two unexpected "guests." 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Rd., Barrington 

7:30 p.m. 

More info: 245-6536 

Monday 
April 26 
"Spring Fever· at JERI Satel
lite Office Hours 
See April 22 JERI entry 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 
Main Rd ., Tiverton 

10 - 11 :30 a.m. 

More info: Susan Adler at 621-
5374 or sadler-jeri@jsari.org 

Meadow Rd ., Barrington 

7 - 8:30 p.m. 

More info: 245-6536 or www. 
templehabonim.org 

Thursday 
April 29 
The Many Faces of Adoption 
Families who have adopted 
children of various ages from the 
United States and abroad tell their 
stories and answer questions, fol
lowed by coffee and dessert. 

Adoption Options, 959 North 
Main St., Providence 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

More info: Peg Boyle at 331 -
5437, ext. 31 or peg@jfsri.org 

Friday 
Wednesday April 3o 

April 28 
Senior Cafe: "Nutrition for 
Seniors" with Valerie Topp 

JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 

Social Action Shabbat Service 
Katherine Brown, executive di
rector, Southside Community Land 
Trust, talks about the organiza
tion's work at the oneg Shabbat. 

Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave, Providence 

wwwJvhri.org 

More info: 617-332-7770 on this 
and other weekend events 

Saturday 
May1 
Sinai & Sinatra 
Michael Dutra, Frank Sinatra 
sound-a-like, highlights an 
evening of the sights, tastes and 
sounds of Little Italy; silent and 
live auction featuring items from 
Complements Art Gallery. 

Temple· Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes calendar 

submissions 

Calendar entries, which 
may be edited for content, 
length and relevance, must 
be submitted two weeks 
PRIOR to issue date of the 
publication. For example, 
calendar entries for our 
April 30 issue must be 
received by April 19. 

Send to voiceherald@jfri. 
org (ATTENTION: Calen
dar) or by mail, The Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

I'll 

\_.aedgemo.nt 
COUNTRY CLUB ------------

2010 Seasonal Pool I Tennis 
Membership - $1400 Per family! 

Memorial Day thru Labor Day 
Includes Swimming and Tennis Facilities, 

Pool Side Snack Bar and much more! 

Inquire today! 508-761-6600 
www.ledgemontcc.com 
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We could all, potentially, save a life 
Bone marrow 
registration at 

Temple Beth-El 

up on the national registry. Those no needle injections and no pain 
who have signed up before need during the marrow donation pro-
not re-register. If you have Rhode cess. After the donation, most 
Island or Massachusetts health donors feel some pain in their 
insurance, you should bring your lower back for a few days or more. 
insurance card. Q Do all bone marrow dona-

The brief registration process tions require surgery? 
includes a few medical history A: No. Most donations do not 
questions and a simple cheek involve surgery; the marrow recip
swab. ient's doctors requests a peripheral 

The Rhode Island Blood Center blood stem cell (PBSC) donation, 
has answers to these FAQ§: a non-surgical and outpatient 

Q Is bone marrow donation procedure. If the physician does 
painful? request marrow, marrow donation 

A: General or regional anes- is a surgical procedure, usually 
thesia is always used. Donors feel outpatient. 

~-------------~ QDo donors have to pay 
White blood cell for the donation procedure? 

PROVIDENCE - Temple Beth
El's annual Mitzvah Day - on 
May 2 - will again include bone 
marrow registration and blood 
donation drives. The Jewish 
community, within and with
out Temple Beth-El, has been 
impacted by leukemia and lym
phoma. According to the Rhode 
Island Blood Center, these are 
two cancers for which bone 
marrow transplant may be the 
sole life-saving treatment. A: Donors are neither 

paid for the procedure nor 
required to pay. 

For more information about 
bone marrow donation, con
tact 1-800-MARROW-2 or 
www.bethematch.org. 

When Temple Beth-El held 
its most recent bone marrow 
drive - in 2001 - the turnout 
was remarkably high, with 
some 142 people signing up on 
the national registry. Mem
bers of the community, ages 
18 to 60, are invited to Temple 
Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence on Sunday, May 2, 
.from 8:30 a.m. to noon, to sign Bone marrow 

For more information about 
Temple Beth-El's Mitzvah 
D ay, contact the synagogue at 
331- 6060_ 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island's 

Women's Event• Sunday, June 6 

Some secrets are 
too good to keep. 

The Hilton Hotel Providence 

4PM 

SECRETS 
o[A 

Jewish Mother 
/l,•,1' lr/rw1•. fl,,,,! ..... fori,•.f. fl, ,,,/ Lor,· 

Featuring Jill Zarin of Bravo's 

Real Hous~wives of New York, 

her sister radio host Lisa Wexler, 

and their mother Gloria Kamen 

Limited Seating. Tickets: $36 
Advance reservations required 
For more information call 401 .4 21.4 111 
For tickets please visit www.JFRl.org 

Brought to you by the Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

wwwJvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
National leader to 

address N CJW meeting 
New officers to be 
installed at groups 

annual meeting 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Sammie 
Moshenberg, director of the 
National Council of Jewish Wom
en's (NCJW) Washington opera
tions will be the keynote speaker at 
the Rhode Island Section's M ay 12 
annual meeting. 

M oshenberg, the staff direc
tor for NC]Ws national advocacy 
efforts, will speak on "An Insider's 
Perspective of What's Happening 
in Washington." 

M oshenberg represents NCJW 
on national coalitions concerned 
with judicial nominations, civil 
rights, reproductive rights, child
care, and First Amendment issues, 
including serving as co-chair of the 
child care task force of the National 
Council of Women's Organizations 
(NCWO) and co-chair of New 
Faces, More Voices - a leadership 
development project for interns of 
NCWO member organizations 
that she helped initiate. She has 
spoken on public policy and legis
lative issues to a variety of groups 
throughout the country, including 
synagogues, universities, Jewish 
communal organizations, youth 
groups, and advocacy groups in the 
general community. 

Named in 2008 as one of Wom
en's eNews "21 Leaders for the 
21st Century," Moshenberg also 
received NCJW's Hannah G . Solo
mon Award in 1998, the YWCA of 
the National Capital Area's Racial 
Justice Award in 1997 and the Ruth 
Osborn Award from the Women's 
Studies Program at George Wash-

SAMMIE MOSHENBERG 

ington University in 2000. 
She appeared on the "Forward 

Fifty" list of most influential Jewish 
individuals three times, most 
recently in 2005 with NCJW Hon
orary President Phyllis Snyder. 

The luncheon meeting, which 
begins at noon at the Providence 
M arriott, at One Orms Street, in 
Providence, also includes the instal
lation of new officers. Deb Chorney, 
of Narragansett, will be the new 
Rhode Island Chapter president. 

The National Council of Jewish 
Women (NCJW) is a grass
roots organization of volunteers 
and advocates who turn progres
sive ideals into action. Inspired 
by Jewish values, NCJW strives 
for social justice by improving the 
quality of life for women, children, 
and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms. 

Tickets are $50 per person, and res
. ervations are required by May 1. For 

more information call L ezli Pious at 
245-1004. 

Hebrew School open house 
at Agudas Achim 

ATTLEBORO, Mass. - The 
award winning Hebrew School 
at Congregation Agudas Achim 
w ill hold an informational open 
house for prospective students 
and their families on Sunday, 
May 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at the synagogue at 901 
North Main St., Attleboro, 
Mass. 

The Hebrew School offers classes 
for students from pre-K through 
grade 11. Rabbi Elyse Wechter
man and the H ebrew school staff 

will be available to discuss their 
nationally recognized SHABBAT 
B'Y ACHAD programs designed 
to join the school and larger syna
gogue community 

Enrollment is ongoing. The 
open house will provide the oppor
nmity to review the curriculum 
outline, individualized learn
ing plans for all students and the 
school schedule. 

For more information, contact the 
synagogue at 508-222-2243 or visit 
www.agudasma.org 

@_ ~!~by t~~irt:~~=~. 
' - Magic - Picnics 

- Balloon Sculpting - Grand Openings 
- Face Painting - Corporate Events 

. da6(e crown" 91bbyclown.com 
"'.ffte _p.Jfor ~OI-BZJ-7272 

Judith Rubenstein q1bbyclown@qm1il.com 
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COLLABORATION: With JFRI is the 'gold standard' 
"lt's among 
the dirtiest 

From Page 1 

and recovery help to homes and 
communities affected by natural 
disasters. 

NECHAMA, which means 
"comfort" in H ebrew, is guided 
by the values of tikkun olum. 
NECHAMA's trained volunteers 
respond to natural disasters, assess 
storm damage, remove fallen trees, 
pump flood water from rooms, 
remove contaminated building 
materials, appliances and per
sonal goods, and generally prepare 
homes to be reoccupied by their 
owners. 

Jim Stein, NECHAMA's exec
utive director, spoke by phone from 
his Minneapolis office to explain 
NECHAMA's operations. "Our 
crew of four comes [to a disaster 
site] with a large equipment trailer 
packed with tools, equipment and 
safety gear to clean out flooded 
structures; a 10-passenger van to 
transport volunteers; and a supply 
trailer," he said. 

With most volunteers helping 
the NECHAMA staff from the 
area impacted, the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode'lsland OFRI), in 
partnership with NECHAMA, 
is recruiting volunteers to help 
during the four-to-eight week 
time NECHAMA will be on the 
ground in Rhode Island. 

NECHAMA, the only Jewish 
organization that does this work, 
began some 14 years after Steve 
Lear, who founded the organi
zation, helped with flood clean 
up in Des M oines, Iowa. With 
experience in 16 states, including 
helping in Louisiana and Missis
sippi after Katrina, Stein describes 
the relationship between the 
JFRI and NECHAMA as "the 
gold standard for collaboration. 
W e're trying to develop partner
ships with Federations, so we're 
delighted that people like Marty 
[Cooper, executive director of the 
Community Relations Council of 
the JFRI], have helped pave the 
way," Stein said. "This model is a 
template to follow - this relation
ship is exemplary in no small part 
due to M arty, Steve [Silberfarb, 
chief executive officer of JFRI], 
Chris [Parker, director of commu
nications and marketing for JFRI] 
and Wendy Uoering, JFRI's disas
ter relief coordinator]." 

Stein is particularly grati
fied that NECHAMA provides 
hands-on service learning for both 
Jewish and non-Jewish volunteers. 
Federations, he said, that enlist 
volunteers to work with NECH A
MA's staff, demonstrate to donors 
the value they deliver through 
these volunteer initiatives. 

JFRI donated funds to offset the 
costs of NECHAMA's time in 
Rhode Island, which is estimated 
to be some $25,000 for four weeks 
- their staff is due to arrive during 
the weekend of April 17-18. 

Stein graphically and succinctly 
described their work: "W e muck 
out houses. We tear out everything 
that's been touched by flood waters 
and throw it away." With volatile 

/NECHAMA 

MUDDY WORKERS AT another NECHAMA relief site take a break. 

organic chemicals, fuel oil or other 
contaminants possibly present in 
the floodwater, mucking out prop
erties requires volunteers to use 
ventilator masks, gloves and other 
protective gear, all of which must 
be properly disposed of. 

There's a three-dimensional 
approach to NECHAMA, 
explained Stein. First , the disas-

ter response is open to anyone, 
regardless of race or religion, at no 
charge. Second, by responding to 
people's need for help, volunteers 
realize an incredible experience 
and get out of their comfort zone. 
"It's among the dirtiest and smelli
est experiences, and yet, people 
who do the work call it profoundly 
life changing," said Stein. "Finally, 

many of the people we're helping 
have never met anyone Jewish until 
they encounter NECHAMA vol
unteers. NECHAMA is the only 

· faith-based group that will work 
with unaffiliated volunteers." 

W e never know, added Stein, 
how many people will show up to 
help. In Iowa [where there was a 
recovery], people just showed up 

NECHAMA TO THE RESCUE 

and sme11iest 
experiences, and 
yet, peop1e who 
do the work can 
it profound1y life 

changing." 

Jim Stein 
NECHAMA 

executive director 

out of the blue. 
1he devastation will require 

volunteers for several weeks, and 
we need volunteers. To volun
teer or seek help, contact Wendy 
j oering at 421-4111, ext. 169 or 
wjoering@JFRl.org. 

See page 9 for more local infor
mation on the JFRI-NECHAMA 
partnership. 

For 
about 

more information 
NE CHAMA, visit 

www.nechama.org 
Editor's Note: In our April 30 issue, 

we'll have coverage oJNECHAMA 
and our volunteers on the ground in 
Rhode Island. 

ON THE RAINY and cold afternoon of Friday, April 10, NECHAMA, the Jewish community's response to disaster relief, arrived to help 
flooded-out Rhode Isla nders. From left, Marty Cooper, JFRl 's community relations director; Seth Gardner, a NECHEMA consultant; David 
Castle a nd Chad Ostlund, NECHAMA volunteers; Dan Hoeft, the NECHEMA operations manager, and Wendy Joering, JFRl's disaster 
response coordinator, brave the e lements. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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MARCH OF THE LIVING PARTICIPANTS DEPART 
From left, front row, Meah Pollock, Chloe Edmonds, Micah Moskoff, Shari Weinberger (BJE 
staff), and Abby Lury; middle, Deena Guttin, Lizzie Fried; and back row, Rob Royall, Joshua 
Kaufman, Mike Teitelbaum, Miriam Tinberg and Abby Fernald head off on their March of the 
Living trip on April 8. Corie Walsh and Claire Roche (BJE staff) are not pictured. 

COMMUNITY 
JCCRI family free day 

PROVIDENCE - On Sunday, 
April 18, the Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Island (JCCRI) 
is having a 'free day for families' 
with one-day only discounts on 
memberships and summer camp. 
Free activities include use of the 
pool, gym and fitnes s center and 
baby-sitting. 

For children ages 2-5, Esta 
Yavner, a JCCRI Early Childhood 
Center teacher and Judaic special
ist, will offer a fun learning activity 
from 10 a.m. - noon. For the older 
kids, (and little ones accompanied 
by adults) Sunday F unday activities 
will be offered from 1 - 3 p.m. All 
activities are free for the day. 

In addition to activities, the 
JCCRI will offer a 'one day only' 
sale on full membership discounts 
($100 off to the first 10 new appli
cants who sign up that day), and 
a one-day extension of summer 
camp early bird registration dis
counts. 

The JCCRI will also offer an 
early summer membership signup 
to let non-member families take 
advantage of member rates on 
summer ca1np, and classes. 

7he JCCRI is at 401 Elmgrove 
A ve., Providence. For more informa
tion, call 861-8800. 

JCC Maccabi Games & 
Artsfest in Israel 

in 2011 
Bv Duu, ENE DESRO CHES 

Special to 71,e Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE Did you 
thrill to the stirring scenes 
from this past winter's Olympic 
Games in Vancouver? Have you 
always wanted the opportunity 
to represent your community at 
an international event? If you 
answered "yes" to either of these 
questions, then the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island 
(JCCRI) has an opportunity for 
you. Next summer, the JCCRI 
will send a delegation of teen
agers to the 2011 JCC Maccabi 
Games & Artsfest in Israel. 

The JCC Maccabi Games are 
a weeklong, international, ath
letic and cu ltural event that has 
been uniting Jewish teens since 
1982. It provides Jewish youth 
with a supportive environment 
that fosters mutual respect and 
sportsmanship, where they can 
interact in an atmosphere of fun, 
democracy, and peace. W e will 
be looking fo r teens who partici
pate in soccer, basketball, dance, 
tennis or swimming. 

The JCC Maccabi Artsfest is 
designed to inspire Jewish teens 
through a dynamic combination 
of workshops, performances, 
exhibitions, recogn1t1on of 
excellence, community service, 
social activities and fun. We 
are looking for teens interested 
in act ing/improv, creative writ
ing, dance, digital photography, 
film and television production, 
jazz ensemble, musical theater, 
rock music, visual art and vocal 
music. 

The JCC Maccabi Games in 
I srael will be held from July 24 -
Aug. 5, 2011; the games are open 
to Jewish teens between the ages 
of 14 and 17. From July 24 -29, a 
traditional JCC Maccabi Games 
and Artsfest week will occur; 
participants will travel with tour 
gu ides and chaperones during 
the week of July 30 - Aug. 5. 

The JCCRI will provide chap
erones for the trip. There is an all
inclusive fee of S2990 (including 
roundtrip airfare) plus transpor
tation costs between Providence 
and New York. Fundraising 
opportunities are ava ilable for 
interested teens and their fami
lies. 

Teens who attend this two
week event are also eligible for 
the Taglit Birthright Israel trip. 

The Bromberg-Rosenstein Familv Assisted Living Residence , Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

For more information about the 
Maccabi Games, contact Darlene 
D esroches, the JCCRJ Maccabi 
Team Coordinator, at 4861-8800, 
ext. 155. 

75 East St • Providence • 272 5280 • www Tockwotton org 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A lifelong passion for 
art in its many forms 

Penny Faich: Always an artist 

BY J OAN R ETSINAS 

Special to 7he Voice & H erald "I ALWAYS MADE ART. 
I never stopped," said 
Penny Faich, modern-day 
glass artist, about her pas-

sion and her vocation. As a child 
she drew, sculpted, painted- using 
whatever materials were at hand. 

A s a student at the University of 
W isconsin, she majored in science. 
O ne of her professors, seeing her 
d rawings, told her that she should 
major in art. Following his advice, 
she switched majors and that 
switch launched her into a differ
ent li fe. 

Art-related careers followed, 
including working as an art teacher 
at various schools, setting up a 
crafts cooperative in El Salvador 
with the Peace Corps, teaching 
art to adults at community centers, 
organizing recreational ac tivi ties 
at the fo rmer Jewish H ome for the 
Aged in P rovidence and oversee
ing Jewish Elder Care of Rhode 
Island's outreach to seniors living 
in nursing homes. 

THESE WHIMSICAL AND colorful glass buttons are created by Penny Faich. 

Today, she still teaches art once 
a week at a senior housing com
plex. All along, though, she cre
ated - sculptu re, ceramics, cloth 
(she apprenticed with a weaver for 
one year) - and now glass. 

Faich emerged as a full- time 
artist; today, she experiments in her 
basement studio. She explains her 
rule of thumb: "I make 10 objects. 
If they don't sell, I go on to some
thi ng else." But, even when they 
do sell, Faich eventually moves on, 
experimenti ng with new designs 

and new products. H er workshop, 
she said , is not a factory that fills 
big orders; rather, it's a place for 
her to create and experiment. 

Cheese trays - from smushed 
wine bottles - arose by happen
stance. When a vender in New 
York City mentioned that some
body was selling trays made of 
melted-down wine glass bottles, 
Faich improvised and the final 
designs proved so popular that the 
revenue helped pay her children's 

Hadassah's 
showcase of art 

PAWTUCKET - Rhode Island H adas
sah's Works of Our H ands, Hearts and Minds 
is a showcase and sale of handmade, one-of
a kind, quality art by H adassah members on 
Sunday, April 25 . The showcase, from noon 
to 5 p.m., is at the PeaceLove Studios, a 
studio where those with mental illness create 
and sell their art. 

Jewelry, glass, photography, oil and water
color paintings, quilts, knitwear, handmade 
stationery and more are among the items 
being sold at the event, which is free and 
open to the public. A s the venue - 200 M ain 
Street - is in Pawtucket's Arts and Education 
D istrict, no sales tax is assessed on purchases 
made there, and a portion of vendors' revenue 
will be donated to H adassah. 

Participating Hadassah member artists are: 
M argalit Aharon, Nancy Blackman, Judith 
Cohen, Margaret Caruolo, Judi Dill, Penny 
Faich, Linda Flescher, Marilyn Kagan, Joyce 
Kramer, Mike Mendell,Jean Patiky, Carolyn 
Simon (C.C. W olf), Ruth Siperstein, Ruth 
Snyder, Lorraine Webber, M aude Weisser, 
Lila Winograd and Susan Yardeni. 

Free parking behind the building off R oos
evelt A venue; studio is handicapped accessible. 
Contact Rhode Island Hadassah at 463-3636 or 
rhodeiJlandchap ter@hadaJJah.org 

tujtion bills. 
Glass buttons also happened 

almost accidentally. At a crafts 
show, she was trying to sell her 
large glass trays - some with lat
tice-work designs, reflecting her 
training as a weaver. Ironically, just 
as Faich had made it into the most 
prestigious shows, the economy 
plummeted; and the market for 
large expensive glass trays ebbed . 

At one show, clothing designer 
Jane Miller asked her to make but-

tons. She did so and, three years 
later, continues to sell buttons at 
shows across the nation and to 
Miller. At the Hadassah show
case (see sidebar, below), visitors 
will see fajch 's glass dessert plates, 
with decorated forks and knives: 
each set is unique, with a different 
pattern and different color. 

At the entrance to Faich 's 
home is a large circular mosaic 
wall-hanging - her first piece, 
done when she was just 16. It's 

JEAN PATIKY PAINTED this floral watercolor. 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Penny Faich 

a remjnder from long ago when 
Penny thought art was something 
she just did, not a way of life. 

Joan Retsinas is an East Side .free
lance writer whose interviews with 
active seniors who "make a difference" 
appear monthly in Prime Time. 

For more information about Faich, 
visit her Web sites: www.wegotthe
buttons.com and www.theglaJJac
tion.com 
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Israeli artists bring their wares to Boston 

Best of Show winners 
display at Craft 

Boston 2010 

B Y P ENNY SCII IVAl<TZ 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

BOSTON - Ceramic artist Vered 
Dayan was once a dancer and later 
had a career as a documentary fi lm 

editor. Glass bead jeweler Nirit 
Dekel studied education and soci
ology and then worked as a com
puter engineer. 

Last weekend, the two Israeli 
women were singled out from 
among more than 200 other artists 
as best of show winners at Craft 
Boston 2010, a show of contempo
rary art, craft and design presented 
by the Society of Arts and Crafts, 
held at the city's Seaport World 
Trade Center. 

Dayan and Dekel 
were part of a group of 
16 Israeli jewelers, fash
ion designers, metal art
ists and other designers 
whose participation in 
the Boston show was 
sponsored by AIDA, 
the Association of Israeli 
Decorative Arts, an orga
nization that promotes 
the work of contemporary 
Israeli artists. 

/ Penny Schwartz 

By bringing selected 
Israeli artists and design
ers to shows in the U.S., 
AIDA opens doors to an 
international audience of 
galleries, institutions and 
coUectors that the artists 
might not be able to do 
on their own, explained 
Erika Vogel, AIDA's 
national director. Art
ists are selected through 
a stiff jury process, Vogel 

KEREN SHARON MODELS one of her 
leather handbags. Sharon designs under 
the name Kawa, the Japanese word for 
leather. 

Orchard Cove 
The art of living well. 

Share the morning news at the daily coffee klatch. 
Explore your creativity in o ne of dozens of programs 
each month. Stay active with yoga, swimming or 
personal training. 

said. 
Among AIDA's supporters, and 

T HE co-chair of the Boston area 
host committee, is Providence
based Toots Zynsky, an interna
tionaUy renowned glass artist, who 
donated a 2008 work, Musa Miz
iamah, valued at SlS,000 to AIDA 
for a fund raiser last week. 

In an email, Zynsky wrote, 
"Cultural exchanges between 
countries are one of the most posi
tive and enlightening connections 
that we make as human beings and 
far transcends politics." 

Though Sally Lapides was 
unaware of AIDA until six months 
ago, the Providence Realtor and 
board member of the Rhode 
lsland School of D esign became a 
member of this show's host com
mittee, combining her support for 
Israel with her long-term promo
tion of the arts. 

"Not everyone is lucky enough 
to be able to travel to Israel so this 
is a way to bridge the world," said. 
Lapides at the Craft Boston show. 

Invited to view the artists' exhib
its at the show with 1he Voice & 
Herald, Ronit Tamir said she was 
impressed - but not surprised - by 
the quality and creativity of the 
work on display, noting that Israeli 
artists make unconventional use 
of common material. Tamir, wife 
of Nadav Tamir, consul general of 
Israel to New England, is a dancer 
with a keen eye for contemporary 

Orchard Cove 
Hebrew Senior Life 

Orchard Cove provides almost limitless opportunities 
to broaden friendships and become part of our 
welcoming community. 

A vibrant senic;,r living community 

Join us for coffee and experience the warmth 
of Orchard Cove for yourself. Call us today to 
schedule your personal visit: 781 -821 -1730. 

One Del Pond Drive 
Canton, MA 02021 

www.Orchard-Cove.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

/ Penny Schwartz 

CERAMIC ARTIST VERED Dayan, right, at the Crafts Boston show, 
April 9-11, at the Seaport World Trade Center, talks with Ro nit Tamir. 

fashion and jewelry. 
"It's very innovative," she said 

There are several reasons that their 
artwork is so creative and inno
vative, Tamir suggested. Israelis 
are brought up in a more creative, 
expressive environment, and Israel 
is also a small country, she pointed 
out. "W e want to be noticeable and 
want to expose ourselves to the 
world so we use every resource we 
have around us to do something 
unique.11 

In the four years she has lived 
in the Boston area, Tamir says 
people often ask about her jewelry, 
attracted to the unique designs, 
textures, and colors. '°That's from 
Israel, right?'" they ask her, she 
recalled in our conversation. 

Keren Sharon uses unexpected 
materials in her collection of 
leather handbags that combines :,~·...,.., ..;.rr,-;- -.,.--~ .... -:'t~ · .. y 
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stood out for its creations by work 
made by Bedouin women. The 
women gain an opportunity to 
improve their status and economic 
condition while working in their 
homes - cultural constraints make 
it difficult for them to work else
where. Their jewelry designs are 
inspired by many cultures. 

As Executive Director of the 
Society of Arts and Crafts, Beth 
Ann Gerstein was pleased with 
the showcase oflsraeli artists. 

"It's reaUy nice that we can put 
something out there about Israel 
that is really positive," Gerstein 
said. 

Leather jewelry artist Avita! 
Coorsh; Talila Abraham, creator 
of lace-inspired delicately woven 
metal vessels; jewelers Anat Gel
bard, Liat Ginzburg, Omer Lior 
and Sara Shahak, ceramicist 

~~ 
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NIRIT DEKEL, ONE of two Israeli artists to win best of show prizes at 
the Craft Boston 2010 exhibition, created th is glass necklace. After 
viewing a Dale Chihuly exhibit at the Tower of David Museum in 
Jerusalem,Dekel left her career in high tech to pursue her passion 
for art 

plastic pipe tubing inside the 
leather. 

A dramatic, one-of-a-kind scarf 
of silk and felt designed and made 
by Claudia M anokian, was sold 
the same day it was featured in an 
article in a Boston newspaper. 

G il Leitersdorf, a felt maker and 
designer and a full-time lawyer, 
painstakingly layers thin pieces of 
angora, alpaca and other delicate 
wools, to create gradations of color 
for her strikingly handsome hand
bags. 

Potter and ceramic artist Mar
cella Klein exhibited new work 
that emphasizes sculptural forms 
that use an ancient Greek tech
nique to produce a satiny finish. 

An organization called Karima 

Simone Solomon and fiber artist 
Edit Kaplan Friedburg also exhib
ited. 

"We saw [a) good example of 
what artists in Israel are doing. 
We are very proud of it as Israelis," 
Tamir said after visiting all of the 
artists' exhibits. "I think art is the 
best way to connect with people." 

For more information on these 
artists, visit the AIDA Web site at 
www.AIDAarts.org. 

Penny Schwartz is a freelance 
writer in the Boston area. Contact 
her at penschwartz@earthlink.net. 
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Eight weeks in Israel: An 
incredible experience 

Zachary Page joins 
34 high school 

students for life
altering opportunity 

B Y Z ACIIA nY P 1c1c 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

HOD HASHARON, Israel -
Ever since I was a young boy, I 
heard from my grandparents about 
the importance of Jewish educa
tion and an education in Israel. So, 
it was natural for me to attend a 
program to study in Israel during 
high school. 

As the D irector of the Israel 
Desk at the Bureau of Jewish Edu
cation (BJE RI), my grandmother, 
Ruth "Duffy" Page, had sent hun
dreds of kids on programs to study 

in Israel, and when I was younger, 
I always wanted to be one of those 
kids. 

When I entered high school, 
I knew that I had to go to Israel 
to study and put my Jewish edu
cation into perspective, through 
experiencing our homeland. As 
a sophomore, I began research
ing the many different programs 
offered to high school students. 
I fi nally decided that the Alexan
der Muss High School in Israel 
program was the best fit for me. 

While this was not my first trip 
to Israel, it was certainly the most 
memorable and fun. One of the 
greatest things about this program 
was that it was not based in Jerusa
lem, but in H od H asharon, a small 
city 10 minutes north of Tel Aviv. 

See STUDY, Page 19 ZACH PAGE is at Mount Shaul in Israel. 

Seven Decades of AFMDA: 
Saving Lives Before Proclamation 

of Israel's Independence 62 Years Ago! 

Seven decades of Americans donating thousands of 

ambulances and other emergency vehicles to Magen David 

Adorn, building and renovating MDA Emergency Medical 

Stations and supplying MDA with vital equipment, urgently 

needed medical supplies, emergency gear and much more. 

Seven decades of earning the trust of our donors and 

providing unwavering support for Magen David Adorn and 

Israel's people as MDA's primary and strongest supporter 

in the world . 

Gary Perl 
Regional Director 

866-632-2763 
northeast@afmda.org 

Burt Klein 
New England Representative 

617-91 6-1827 
burt-klein@comcast.net 

To DONATE please go to 
www.afmda.org 

70 Years of Saving Lives in Israel 
wwwjvhri.org 

70 YEARS OF 
SAVING LIVES IN ISRA EL 

19-40-2010 
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Brandeis student leads 
volunteer initiative in Israel 

KIRYAT GAT, I srael - In 
J anuary 2010, Susa n Landau, 
a Brandeis University senior 
and Providence native, served 
as the student coordinator 
for a trip to I srael that was 
jointly sponso red by the Joint 
Distribution Committee and 
Hillel at Brandeis, where 
she is a student. I n January 
2009, as a junior at Bra ndei s, 
Landau participated in a 
similar volunteer initiative to 
I srael. 

A s a student coordinator, 
sh e led a group of20 Brandeis 
students who volunteered in 
Ki ryat Gat, in the sou thern 
part of I srael (just north of 

the Negev), primarily with 
members of the Ethiop ia n 
community. 

"The Bra ndei s students," 
wrote Landau, "worked 
with the res idents o n their 
own g rassroots projects to 
empower the community. 
Projects included painting 
t he apartment complex that 
t he students helped refur
bi sh in Kiryat Gat; wo rk
ing with so me students w ith 
special need s who attend 
the "Chiyuchim" ("Smiles") 
after-school prog ram at the 
loca l community center ; and 
pla nt ing trees in the syna
gogue's ga rde n . 

SUSAN LANDAU plants a fig tree in the synagogue's garden in 
Kiryat Gat, Israel, in January 2010. 

ICT 
ISRAEL CELEBRATION TOURS -

Ruth Page 
Israel Consultant 

401 351 -3015 
rpage55@cox.net 
www.lsraelCelebrationTours .com 

• CELEBRATE IS RAEL 

ISRAE 

/JNF 

MIKE LEDERMAN AND SHARON FREEDMAN, JNF's New England Zone director, chomp on carrots 
on a recent JNF trip to Israel. 

Little Compton resident named 
national JNF treasurer 

Michael Lederman 
deeply engaged with 

]NF initiatives 

Bv NANC Y Krnsc11 
nkirsch@JFRI. org 

LITTLE C OMPTON - "I 
believe all American Jews have a 
responsibility for the people and 
the land of Israel," said Michael 
Lederman, a resident of Little 
Compton who now serves as the 
national treasurer of the Jewish 
National Fund (JNF). 

An investment banker, entre
preneur and investor, L ederman 
played a key role in acqu iri ng 
A llegheny Internat ional, con
ducting the first-ever unsolicited 
takeover of a billion-dollar com
pany in C hapter 11. Given his 
business acumen, financial skills 
and deep comm itment to the 
State of I srael, Lederman wi ll 
play a critically important role in 
raising and managing funds as 
JNF's nat ional treasurer. 

Lederman's first trip to Israel 
wasn't with Birthright or Camp 
Ramah or other youth-centered 
organ ization; in fact, it was with 
JNF in February 2003, when 
L ederman was 49, after being 
inspired to do some good post-
9/11. "I wanted to express my 
outrage about what happened, 
and I wanted to do something 

wwwjvhri.org 

strong about it, something that 
represents our values," he said. 
"J NF is there to strengthen 
Israel." 

Since then, he's returned some 
16 times to Israel which he calls, 
"a pioneering cou ntry still carv
ing the nation out of the desert 
to create an environment fo r our 
brothers and sisters to prosper 
in " 

D espite his frequent trips and 
h is commitment to Zionism, 
Lederman says, "I am totally 
American, I can speak about 
five words of Hebrew." Even so, 
"Their struggles are our strug
gles," said Lederman, "and we 
[American Jews) should be draw
ing lessons from the way Israel 
is related to and perceived in the 
world. What's said about Israel 
[the attacks on the country) is 
tremendously untrue and unfair." 

As for favorite sites to visi t the 
country that "is only 61 years old, 
began as a swamp and a desert 
and has always faced existen
tial threats," Lederman espe
cially loves Tel Aviv where he 
sees Jewish people thriving in a 
major metropolis; the north of 
Israel with its hiking and hills, 
mountains and bird sanctuaries; 
and the N egev, which has 60 per
cent of the nation's land mass and 
only 8 percent of the population . 
Those people, he said , are the 
true pioneers . Lederman is happy 
that his family - his wife Aileen 

"1 believe all 
American Jews have 
a responsibility for 
the people and the 

land of lsrael." 

and their 27-year-old daughter 
Lulu and 23-year-old son Baer -
have also experienced the joys of 
Israel on some of his trips. 

In addition to serving as the 
national treasurer, he is Rhode 
Island 's regional vice president 
and participated in the organiza
tion 's speakers' bureau, Makor. 

Lederman, who grew up 
around New York City, described 
his upbring ing as "culturally, 
rather than religiously, Jewish." 

While Israel's tourist attrac
tions may be as familiar to 
Lederman as 1-95 or the Narra
gansett Bay are to most Rhode 
Islanders, it 's not only Israel that 
helps ground him in his Judaism. 
After our phone interview, he 
called back to say, "I am a proud 
member of United Brothers Syn
agogue in Bristol." 

For more information about the 
Jewish National Fund, contact the 
New England office at 617-423-
0999 or email sfreedman@jnforg. 



ISRAEL 

Friendships, 
intellectual pursuits 

arise from study 
in Israel 

U CAN IDENTIFY 
hem by the clothes they 
ear, or the accents they 

peak with. You can find 
them learning in a beit midrash 
(study hall), or taking a break 
with their friends on Ben Yehuda 

in Israel. 

Street. They are 
the students who 
have chosen to 
spend their gap 
year between 
high school and 
college learn
ing in yeshiva, 
seminary or any 
number of year 
abroad programs 
that are available 

Of the numerous Israel experi
ences I had in the 10 years before 
I made aliyah, one I look back on 
with particular fondness was the 
time I spent learning at Yesh~vat 
Hamivtar. A few months before 
I graduated from Classical H igh 
School in Providence, the idea 
of taking a year off to learn in a 
yeshiva was not within my realm 
of possibilities. However, after I 
decided to attend Yeshiva Univer
sity (YU), my parents and I agreed 
that a year in Israel would help ease 
the transition from public school 
to the dual curriculum of YU. I 
eventually settled on Hamivtar for 
its Modern O rthodox stance and 
beginner's level program. 

In August 1999, I arrived in 
yeshiva and asked, "What have I 
gotten myself into?" It didn't take 
long, however, for my initial hesi
tations to break down, since I soon 

From Page 17 

So it was very easy to feel as though 
I was actually living in Israel with 
Israelis, and not among tourists. 

Each week of the program 
focused on a different period of 
Jewish/Israeli history. We traveled 
all over, from the Syrian border at 
Rosh Hanikr-a to the Sede Boker in 
the middle of the desert. I learned 
so much about Israel that I had not 
known before, and had an incred
ible experience with 34 other high 
school students from throughout 
the United States. I made incred
ible friendships that I am positive 
will last a lifetime. 

I only wish I could change the 
length of the program - all the 
students who participated wished 
that it lasted for longer than it did 
- only eight weeks. I was upset to 
leave my friends and Israel after 
only eight weeks had elapsed. 
For me, including the environ-
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The yeshiva year is life-altering 
found that I was surrounded by 
many new friends whose warmth 
and kindness far surpassed any
thing I had encountered until that 
point. Additionally, the rabbis 
who led the yeshiva would become 
some of my greatest mentors and 
educators. I began to think of 
yeshiva as home. 

Staying a second, and some
times even a third, year in Israel 
is not uncommon for a yeshiva 
student. Some feel there is still 
more for them to learn, others 
feel there is additional room for 
personal growth. I decided to stay 
for a little bit of both. As a result, 
I was better prepared to enter col
lege and the world at large and face 

"Nothing puts · 
the sweet taste of 
nostalgia in my 

mouth more than 
watching yeshiva 
students learning 
in a beit midrash, 
or passing them 

in the street." 

whatever trials they might offer. 
Some people don't consider a gap 
year in Israel meaningful because 
they don't think a full-time Jewish 
learning environment is for them. 

However, while this is a fun
damental aspect of time spent in 
yeshiva and seminary, this is not 
all there is to it. Building life-long 
friendships, learning from bright 
and articulate teachers, and enjoy
ing the entire land of Israel are 
great benefits of a gap year in Israel. 

/ Yit-zchak Kowalsky 

M ICHAEL MINTZ speaking to family, friends, and rabbis at Yeshivat Shvilei HaTorah 
upon complet ing Tractate Brachot. 

Other students may be hesitant to 
take a year off before starting col
lege, as they worry that it will start 
them off on the wro'!g foot aca
demically. It is quite the opposite. 

The vast majority of students 
who spend a year in a yeshiva, 
seminary or year abroad program 
come home with more maturity 
and, therefore, are better pre
pared to face college challenges. 
Their college experience will still 
be there waiting for them, even if 
they begin it one year later. In con
trast, the window of opportunity 
to learn in yeshiva is sometimes 
short, though the experiences last 
a lifetime. 

Nothing puts the sweet taste 

of nostalgia in my mouth more 
than watching yeshiva stu
dents learning in a beit midrash, 
or passing them in the street. 
I recently had the pleasure of 
watching Michael Mintz, another 
Providence native, celebrating 
with his family (which included his 
parents viewing via Web cam from 
Providence), friends and rabbis, 
after successfully completing Trac
tate B 'rakhot during his second year 
in yeshiva. Now Mike, who, like 
me, had no interest in attending 
yeshiva while in high school, plans 
to make aliyah next September, 
attend college in Israel, and even
tually join the Israeli army. 

My own time in yeshiva remains 

with me until this day. Whether 
I'm spending time with the friends 
I made there, getting advice from 
my rabbis or exercising the inde
pendence and personal confidence 
I gained from the experience, 
those two years of my life before 
college are a fundamental part of 
who I am, and will continue to be 
forevermore. 

Daniel Stieglitz made aliyah to 
Israel in July 2007. He currently lives 
in Efrat with his wife, and is studying 
far a master's degree in creative writ
ing at Bar-Ilan University. Con
tact him at dstieglitz@gmail.com. 

STUDY: In Israel puts Jewish education in perspective 
ment in the program's curricu
lum was a great asset; we spent 
an entfre week devoted to Israel 
and the environment. During that 

· week, we visited nature reserves, 
sewage plants, sanitation plants, 
oceanographic research centers 
and Ben-Gurion University in 
the Negev, where the university is 
conducting internationally known 
experiments. I learned so much 
about Israel's innovations in envi
ronmental preservation and pro
tection; Israel is leading the way 
in energy efficiency studies. Israel 
is conducting studies to make har
vesting solar energy more efficient 
and inexpensive, and it is protect
ing and rehabilitating numerous 
species of animals and marine life. 

Because of all the things I 
learned about Israel and the envi
ronment, I have been inspired 
to advocate for environmental 
protection and to educate people 

about Israel's success in environ
mental preservation. 
Without the support of my par

ents and grandparents, I would 
not have embarked on this incred
ible life-changing journey. The 
Alexander Muss Israel Educa
tion Experience was one that I 
will remember my entire life: It 
changed my life for the better, 
g iven me 34 new friends, many 
memories, and knowledge about 
my culture. All this will help me 
and others like me protect the sov
ereignty of the state of Israel for 
generations to come. 

For more information about the 
Alexander Muss H igh School in Israel 
experience, visit the Web sites at 
www.amhsi.org or www.amiie.org. 

Zachary Page, the son of Marc and 
D ebra Page, lives in Providence. He 
is currently a junior at Classical High 
School. 

wwwjvhri.org 

ZACHARY PAGE AT a military base in Israel. 
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International musical ensemble, 'The Shuk,' 

at Temple Emanu-El 
Lag B 'Omer concert 
and BBQ open to all 

Bv NANCY KrnSCH 

nkirsch@JFRl .org 

.NNOTHER · NEW 
EXPERIENCE for 
this reporter: A Skype 
nterview in Rabbi 

Joel Seltzer's office with musi
cians Yoni Avita! and Ami Yares, 
founders of a young Israeli musical 
group, "The Shuk." The perform
ers will play a Lag Ba"Omer concert 
at Temple Emanu-El on Sunday, 
-May 2 at 3 p.m. in a concert that is 
open to the entire community. 

Both American-born, they 
met Rabbi Joel Seltzer of Temple 

"At soccer games 
in lsrael, people 

will sing 'Anahnu 
Ma'aminim' - it's 

a great example of 
how spiritual music 
can be meaningful 

in all arenas." 

Yoni Avital 

Join Temple Sinai for "Sinai 
and Sinatra," an evening filled 
with the sights, tastes and 
sounds of Little Italy. 

An Italian feast will be 
followed by the sounds of 
Michael Dutra, USA's Best 
Sinatra sound-a-like. 

Emanu-El at Camp 
Ramah in the Poconos, 
where music quickly 
became a way to bond 
the young men. Yoni and 
Ami separately made 
aliyah to Israel, though 
both maintain strong ties 
to the United States. 

While I found the 
Skype experience discon
certing - I kept hearing 
my voice, which I hate, in 
feedback on the computer 
- I found the musicians, 
both 29, delightful and 
engaging. H ere's an out
take of some o( my ques-
tions and their answers: 

Q; Shuk, of course, means 
"market" in Hebrew. What's the 
significance of naming the band, 
"The Shuk"? 

A : (Ami) When I was grow
ing up, we used to have a smor
gasbord of learning in my 
hometown [something like the 
Bureau of Jewish Education's Eve
ning of Jewish Renaissance]. And, 
the shuks in Tel Aviv and Jeru
salem are places of color, energy, 
conversations, and meetings. They 
are places of pluralism - everyone 
exists in same place at same time. 
We wanted to create that same 
concept of co-existence - to use 
music as a way to open up conver
sations about Jewish identities. 

Q; Tell us more about that -
how does music connect Jews to 
their history and their identity? 

Date: Saturday, May 1st 

Time: 6 pm Italian feast 
7 pm music 

Place: Temple Sinai 
30 Hagen Avenue 
Cranston 

Tickets are $45 per person in 
advance or $50 at t he door. 

For ticket information, visit www.TempleSinaiRl.org 
or call (401) 942-8350 

¢.,!~,~e!~,~1~-~! UtltOM f Of'I 
REFORM 
JUDAISM 

ties us, as Jews, together. to walk down the streets of Tel 
(Rabbi Seltzer): That Aviv or Jerusalem and ask people 

workshop will be part of about "The Shuk," would they 
the Saturday morning know I was asking about the musi-
Shabbat services presen- cal group? 
tation and a post-service A: (Yoni) Not so much - they'd 
"Lunch and Learn." probably direct you to the near-

The big event of the est market. But, in Europe, we're 
weekend is the Lag becoming well-known. We've 
B'Omer Benton A. been to Serbia, Switzerland, Italy, 
Odessa Memorial Con- Greece and Bulgaria. And, we've 
cert and BBQ celebration just been invited to perform at a big 
on Sunday afternoon at concert in England. The day after 
3 p.m. that's open to the our weekend concert in Rhode 
entire Rhode Island and Island, we're headed back to Israel 
southeastern M assachu- to perform at Jacob's Ladder - it's 
setts communities. a huge folk festival (that Seltzer 

Q; Who's your target compared to Newport Jazz Festi-

A: (Yoni) Our music-the music 
of"The Shuk "- is to preserve, per
petuate and innovate. We want 
to preserve and perpetuate those 
ancient songs, even though we 
use different melodies or different 
verses in some cases. That's where 
innovation comes in. There are 
so many Jewish influences on our 
music - the Tanakh, old religious 
texts, prayer melodies - and you'll 
see those same sources influence 
other Jewish songwriters, such as 
Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen. 

audience? D o you sing in val} and ·we'll be on the main stage. 
English or in H ebrew? --- - - -,: 

What's exciting, too, is that 
we hear religious music in secu
lar spaces. For example, at soccer 
games in Israel, people will sing 
"Anahnu Ma'aminim" ("We Are 
Believers") - it's a great example of 
how spiritual music can be mean
ingful in all arenas. 

Q; What can we expect from 
The Shuk at the Temple Emanu
El concert weekend? 

A: (Ami) We'll offer a musi
cal workshop called, 'We Are 
Family," that explores how music 

A: (Yoni) Our audi
ence is everyone from 
"babies to hubbies," and 
we sing songs in both 
English and H ebrew. By 
creating an experience 
where the audience con
nects to the music and 
to the performers, we're 
part of the new face to 
Jewish music. 

(Ami): We're not just 
performers where the 
audience sits passively 
and listens. We reach out 
to audiences - so they can 
learn new songs, make 
connections and build 
community. There's more 
community in our con
certs than just a band's 
performance. We want 
people up dancing in the 
aisles and singing on stage with us. 

Q; You're a fairly young group -
only about 20 months old. Ifl was 

1tomen of Excellence 
~-Imdeq, 

Women's Center of Rhode Island 
Dedicated to serving victims of 
domestic violence since 1974! 

Join us to support Maxine R. Richman as she receives our 
" Women of ExceUence 2010 Community Award" 

Nominated by: 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island - Community Relations Council 

& 
National Council of Jewish Women 

Pre-Awards Cocktail Reception with Denise Brown 
When: Thursday, May 6, 2010, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Where: The Hi-Hat Lounge, 3 Davol Square 
Tickets: $100 per person, $150 for two 

Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon 
When: Friday, May 7, 2010, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Where: Providence Marriott, 1 Orms St. 
Keynote Spealier: Denise Brown, sister of Nicole Brown Simpson 

Tickets: $60 per person 
(after April 23rd $75) 

Contact Barbara Lee 401-861-2761 x134 
www.womenscenterriorg/blee@womenscenterri.org 

wwwJvhri.org 

AMI VARES 

Q Is it just the two of you per
forming or do other musicians play 
with you? 

A: (Ami) That's part of the 
community building, in fact. We 
(Ami plays guitar and Yoni plays 
guitar and flute). We often bring 
in other musicians to play at dif:
ferent times, depending on who is 
available. It's a very collaborative 
experjence and brings a richness 
and energy to our music and our 
performances. 

Q The two of you and Joel 
(Seltzer) are all close friends who 
played music together. Since he's 
been in Rhode Island, he's devel
oped something of a "rock star 
rabbi" status - people here love 
him, though not necessarily for his 
guitar playing expertise. So, my 
final question to you - will he be 
allowed to play with you? 

Laughter all around - as a red
faced Seltzer awaits the reply. 

Q (Yoni) Absolutely. W e expect 
him to be up on stage with us at 
some point. It's thanks to him that 
we're able to have our first-ever 
Rhode Island engagement. 

For more information, visit the 
Web site: www.the-shuk.com. 

See box on page 20 far more infor
mation on the weekend's events. 



ISRAEL 
A weekend 

of music 
and 

celebration 
at Temple 
Emanu-El 

Friday, April 30, 6 p.m., 
Pray to the Beat: Kabba/at 
Shabbat and Ma'ariv services 
will feature "The Shuk." 

Making aliyah in the 
golden years 
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'Land Day' march 
highlights dilemmas 

Saturday, May 1, 9:30 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m., "From Davening 
to Dylan:" "The Shuk" will 
talk about their mission and 
their musical message. After 
services, there will be a Lunch 
and Learn with "The Shuk." 

JTA/Nefesh B'Nefesh Uri Lenz/ FlASH90/ JTA 

HARVEY BROOKS, 65, a bass guitar player who once played with A BEDOUIN YOUTH in the southern Israeli village of El Araqib takes 
Bob Dylan, is among a growing number of older American Jews part in the 34th annual "Land Day" protest on March 30. 

Sunday, May 2, 3 p.m., 
BBQ and concert celebration. 

Part of Temple Emanu
El's annual Odessa Concert 
Series, the qmcert is open to 
the entire community. Sing, 
dance and celebrate as "The 
Shuk" performs a diverse col
lection of Israeli, Jewish and 
secular music. 

The concert is free; the fee 
for the BBQis $10 per adult, 
$6 per child, with a maximum 
of $36 per family. 

making aliyah. 

For more information or to 
RSVP far the BBQ (RSVPs due 
by April 26): 331-1616 or info@ 
teprov. org. 

... .. 
ftl~~~:iI ~'.~~f:-=-i-'"=-:, :-e- !:i_ ~_:lllf.t:IJIL 

/Olivierfitoussi/ FLASH90/JTA 

ISRAELIS CELEBRATE ISRAELI Independence Day on the Tel Aviv CELEBRANTS WAVE ISRAELI flags and dance in the streets of Jerusa-
beach, April 28, 2009. lem celebrating Israeli Independence Day on May 8,2008. 

TEMPLE BETH- EL 
PRESENTS 

THE RHODE ISLAND PHILHARMONIC 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

SUNDAY. APRIL 25. 2010 4,00 P.M. 

A Jazz Concert featuring jazz flutist Wendy Klein with Scott Free· guitar, Bill Miele · bass, 
R. A. Fish drums, student jazz musicians Jonathan Gomez - tenor sax, and Kendall Francis -piano. 

The program includes a variety of styles, ranging from bossa nova to swing. 

The concert is free and open to the community 
with a gift from the Thomas H. Maren Foundation 

Temple Beth-El 
70 Orchard Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 
www.temple-beth-el.org 

For more information call Rob Massi at 331-6070 or Rmassi@temple-beth-el.org 

• 
CAMPlQ!!!EN'S POND 

www.campJorl.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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A gift for all seasons 
Simply More 
Delicious is 

· simply fine 
BY VOICE & HEIIALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jjri.org 

Simply ~Desserts 
PROVIDENCE - It's the season 
for gift-giving, with Mother's Day, 
college graduations and weddings 
all looming large. What could 
be better than supporting a local 
nonprofit organization and giving 
a great gift, all at the same time? 
Simply More Delicious, the second 
cookbook from The Miriam Hos
pital's Women's Association is 
filled with recipes from members 
of the Rhode Island and south
eastern Massachusetts Jewish 
community. 

Given the longevity of The 
Women's Association - and the 
popularity of the first cookbook, 
Simply Delicious - it's no surprise 
that mothers and sons, mothers 
and daughters and sisters-in-law 
contributed recipes to Simply More 
Delicious. For example, the cook
book includes recipes from Jeff 
Brier and his mother Zita; Elaine 
Odessa, her daughter Susan Froe
hlich and her daughters-in-law 
Susan Odessa and Tina Odessa; 
Ellie Frank and her daughter-in
law Donna Frank; and Judy Matt 
and her mother Ronnee Wasser
man. 

I only wish Simply More Deli
cious identified the source of each 
recipe, as I always like to see who 
submitted the cheese popovers or 
Joan's souffie, for example. Reci
pes from restaurants and other 
commercial ventures, however, do 
include a source credit. 

Even if you are a "newcomer" to 
Rhode Island and lack the legacy 
of local history with Simply Deli
cious or Simply More Delicious, you 
can still enjoy the cookbook. For 
those with longevity, the cook
book may remind you of"the good 
old days," as the section divider 

pages include photographs and 
text of the hospital's history and 
the Women's Association role in 
growing The Miriam Hospital. 

In 1927 - when the hospital 
was only a year old - the rates for 
hospital treatments included, for 
example, an operating room fee 
of $12 for a major operation or 
$5 for a minor operation. And, 
for women delivering babies, the 
obstetrical ward fee was a flat $60 
fee for 14-days. Fourteen days 
post-delivery? When my kids were 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

81·00 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradijlon tor over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

born (in 1992 and 1994), I was in 
the hospital for no more than 36 
hours, tops! 

Whether you ask for Simply More 
Delicious as a Mother's Day gift for 
yourself, or buy it for someone else, 
purchasing the cookbook ($25.95) 
will help improve the quality of 
life for patients at The Miriam 
Hospital. Cookbook proceeds will 
be used towards a patient's hospital 
room. 

Don't know where to buy the 
book? It's available at The Miriam 
Hospital gift shop, Books on the 
Square, Eastside Marketplace, 
Borders at Providence Place Mall, 
Mrs. Robinson's (in Wayland 
Square), Bagelz in Wickford, Bar
rington Books, Tom's Market in 
Coventry and Lee's Market in 
Westport, Mass. 

In light of Shavuot coming 
up, we thought some dairy reci
pes from Simply More Delicious 
would be appropriate. Who made 
them? Only the cookbook edi
tors - and the recipe submitter 
- know for.sure! 

Cheese popovers 
Ingredients 

1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 cup sifted flour 
2 eggs, well beaten 
1-and-1/4 cups milk 
1/4 cup grated Cheddar cheese 

Method 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
Add salt to flour. Combine milk 

wwwjvhri.org 

and eggs and add to flour mixture, 
stirring until well blended. 

Fold in cheese. Heat well
greased muffin tins in oven until 
very hot. 

Fill tins half-full with ~atter and 
bake for 20-25 minutes. 

Prick popovers with fork during 
last 5 minutes to allow steam to 
escape. 

Serve hot. 
Makes 12 popovers. 

Joan's souffle 
Ingredients 

16 slices Pepperidge Farm white 
bread 

8 ounces sharp Cheddar 
cheese, grated 

1/2 cup butter 
6 eggs 

FOOD 
2 cups milk 
1 teaspoon salt 

Method 

Remove crusts and cube bread. 
Butter a 2 quart souffie dish. Layer 
bread, cheese, bread, cheese in 
dish. 

Melt butter and let cool. Beat 
eggs with a fork or wire whisk. 
Combine butter, eggs, milk and 
salt. Pour over bread and cheese. 
Refrigerate overnight. 

Remove from refrigerator 1 hour 
before cooking. Preheat oven to 
400 degrees. 

Set dish in pan with 1-inch full 
of hot water. Bake for 40-45 min
utes, or until brown and bubbly. 

Makes 6 to 8 servings. 

Baked pasta with kalamata 
olives and cheese 

Ingredients 

1 pound penne pasta 
1/4 cup olive oil 
2 (25 ounce) jars thick and 

chunky tomato sauce with roasted 
red peppers 

1 (25 ounce) can peeled toma
toes 

2-and-1/2 cups grated Havarti 
cheese 

1/3 cup sliced pitted kalamata 
olives 

1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
1/4 cup chopped fresh basil 

Method 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
Cook pasta according to package 
directions. Drain and return to 
pot. 

Coat with a little olive oil, add 
tomato sauce and tomatoes. 

Mix well and transfer to a 9x13 
inch glass baking dish. 

Mix in Havarti cheese. Sprinkle 
olives and then Parmesan cheese 
on top. 

Bake for 30 minutes 
Garnish with fresh basil and 

serve. 
Makes 4 servings. 

Editor's Note: With some reci
pes mixing meat and milk, Simply 

More Delicious is 
not a kosher 

cookbook. 
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POLISH PRESIDENT LECH KACZYNSKI, left, at a 2008 Hanukkah candle-lighting ceremony 
at the presidential palace with Rabbi Michael Schudrich, holding candle. 

CRASH: Leaves Poland without key leaders 
From Page 1 

center are open to Jewish contribu
tions to Po\ish culture, but if you 
had a different person in power 
they would have been quiet about it. 
Kaczynski empowered those people 
to also have a voice," Schudrich said. 

Schudrich had been invited to 
accompany the presidential delega
tion to the April 10 event in Katyn 
commemorating the 1940 massa
cre there of 20,000 Poles by Soviet 
forces, but the rabbi could not attend 
because it was on the Sabbath. 

On Sunday, mourners packed 
Warsaw's Nozyk Synagogue, where 
Kaczynski once visited, for a memo
rial service for the victims of the 
crash. Nearby, some 100,000 Poles 
filled the streets as the president's 
coffin passed by in a procession. 

It was one of the great ironies of 
Polish history that a nationalistic, 
ultra-conservative Catholic who may 
have counted some anti-Semites as 
his supporters was a pivotal figure 
in the post-Communist healing of 
grudges that have so long divided, 
Poles and Jews. 

Pousu-JEWISH RELATIONS 
UNAFFECTED 

Kaczynski's death, as tragic as 
it may be, is not likely to set back 
Polish-Jewish or Polish-Israeli rela
tions, insiders say. The role of presi-

. dent is largely ceremonial in Poland; 
the government is run by the prime 
minister, currently Donald Tusk. 
Tusk and his Cabinet are considered 
allies oflsrael and the United States, 
and are friendly to Jewish concerns. 

"Fifteen years ago, such a calam
ity would have serious repercussion, 
but today relations are well estab
lished," said Andrzej Zazula, execu
tive director of the Union of Jewish 
Communities in Poland. Zazula said 
he had been friendly with the late 
president since their days together 
in the anti-Communist opposition 
in the 1980s. "The interests of all are 
more important than one man, even 
a person such as Mr. Kaczynsnki," 
Zazula said. 

Examples of the president's dedi
cation to Jewish issues reads like the 

refrain in "Dayeinu," the Passover 
hymn: "It would have been enough 
if " . 

As mayor of Warsaw before 
winning the presidency in 2005, 
Kaczynski donated public land and 
money for the Museum of the His
tory of Polish Jews, to open in 2012. 

In 2008, as president, he restored 
Polish citizenship to the 15,000 Jews 
exiled in 1968 by Poland's Commu
nist government in the throes of an 
anti-Semitic frenzy. Kaczynski was 
among Europe's top political sup
porters oflsrael. 

"The president and his wife were 
great friends to Israel," Israel's former 
ambassador to Poland, David Peleg, 
said. "And those who traveled with 
him on that plane were not only per
sonal friends of mine, but were dedi
cated to the preservation of Jewish 
sites in Poland." Peleg singled out for 
praise Janusz Kurtyka, head of the 
National Remembrance Institute, 
Deputy Culture Minister Tomasz 
Merta and presidential adviser 
Mariusz Handzlik. Handzlik was 
so close with the Jewish community 
that he attended the bat mitzvah of 
Schudrich's daughter. 

Peleg, now head of the World 
Jewish Restitution Organization, 
noted that Kaczynski lobbied against 
the G oldstone Report criticizing 
Israel for its actions in the 2009 
Gaza war. He also upgraded mili
tary, economic and cultural coopera
tion between Israel and Poland and 
opposed anti-Semitism by empha
sizing the shared history ofJews and 
Poles. 

Posr-Co~IJIIUNIST POLAND 

This focus took on special mean
ing when post-Communist Poland 
began reexamining its history with
out Communist censorship. 

Long-simmering confrontations 
erupted: Some Jews felt Poles were 
too sympathetic to Hitler's Final 
Solution; some Poles insisted that 
their suffering under Hitler was 
ignored by Jews. There were con
demnations of Jewish-Communist 
collaboration, and of Polish Catholic 
disdain for Jews. 

All along, the conservative 
Kaczynski, from the Law and Justice 
Party, did what he could to bring the 
two sides together. 

"I would never vote for his party, 
I have leftist views," said O skar 
Skuteli, a member of Zoom, a Polish 
youth organization. "But the amount 
of things that Kaczynski did for Jews 
had never been done before by a left
ist government. He was even called 
a Jewish agent by the radical right." 

There were bumps in the road to 
Polish-Jewish reconciliation that still 
have not been quite smoothed over. 
For a short period, the Law and Jus
tice Party partnered in a government 
coalition with the League of Polish 
Families, whose members have been 
accused of anti-Semitic rhetoric. 
Kaczynski also never fully turned his 
back on Radio Maryja, a Catholic 
fringe broadcaster who accused Jews 
of terrorizing Poland with demands 
for property restitution. 

PROGRESSIVE JEWS FOUND 
SOMETHING TO DISLIKE 

Progressive Jews also found some 
of Kaczynski's social positions dis
dainful. He twice banned gay pride 
marches in Warsaw, citing fears that 
homosexuals were trying to "spread 
their lifestyle." 

But few would deny that Kaczyn
ski, along with others who worked 
to preserve Jewish culture and died 
in the plane crash, collectively repre
sented a brain trust ofJewish-Polish
Israeli relations. 

"Kaczynski and those around 
him, they are not replaceable," said 
Monika Krawczyk, chief execu
tive officer of the Foundation for 
the Preservation of Jewish Heritage 
in Poland. "His approach to Jewish 
issues has to do with his personal 
experience and convictions. We 
hope for people similarly sensitive, 
but they will not be the same." 

For now, the speaker of the Polish 
Parliament, Bronislav Komorowski, 
assumes the presidency until elec
tions are held in two months. All 
are likely to continue Kaczynsnki's 
path of Polish-Jewish reconciliation, 
observers say. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 
#1 Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Agent 
in RI· 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

Camp Jori has been 111rt of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

beautiful, newly developed campus 

72-ocre site 
magnificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 
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comprehensive programming 

expansive rec hall 
sports fields and courts 
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two swimming pools 
protected environment 
highly skilled, caring staff 
worm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling Located in 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Wakefield, RI. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 

Ages 11 -14 

JOI REGISTRATION INFORMATION Clll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COt,@) 
• ) .......... < 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, April 25 
Program begins at 9:30 a.m. 

For families with children in grades K-7 
interested in experiencing a stellar 

Jewish education. 
Non-members of the Temple are welcome. 

For more information and to RSVP, 

contact Miriam Abrams Stark, 

Director of Congregational Learning, 

401 331-1616, ext.14, or miriam@teprov.org 

JEWISH EDUCATION 

See how we can give your child the ultimate gift. 

• Temple Emanu-EI 
99 Taft Aven ue· Prov idence, RI 02906 

Rhode Island Hadassah 
Artists' Showcase and Sale 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 
Noon to 5:00 p.rn. 

Peacelove Studios 
200 Main Street, Pawtucket 

Participants 
Margalit Aharon, Nancy Blackman, Judith Cohen, 
Margaret Caruolo, Judi Dill, Penny Faich, 
Linda Flescher, Marilyn Kagan, Joyce Kramer, 
Mike Mendell, Jean Patiky, Carolyn Simon, 
Ruth Siperstein, Ruth Snyder, Lorraine Webber, 
Maude Weisser, Lila Winograd, Susan Yardeni 

Free Admission Free Parking Handicap Accessible 

Hadassah will receive a portion of all sales 

Lei my years of expcriencr IJenejir you. 
Realtor since l 977. 

Certi f ied Re sidential Speclallst • Certified Buyer Representative • Certified Negotiation 
Specialist • Senior Rea l Estate Speclallst • Associate Broker • Retocatlon Spedal lst 

401-884-8050 x11A Ottl<e • _401-419-llSS Hoblle • Shellaland@NIHoves.<0m • www.Shellal>nd.<0m 

!*·%1NW1 
Coldwell Banker Residentia l Brokuage 
527 Main Street• Easl Greenwich, RJ • 028 18 
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WORLD 
Jewish journalists face challenges 

around the world 
Crossing political and 

linguistic borders 
to network 

BY MARCY BRINK-DANAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

BRUSSELS - In line with its goal 
"to enrich human life through the 
dissemination of Jewish informa
tion and culture," the European 
Jewish Press ("EJP") hosted the 
first conference of Jewish media 
in Europe on Feb. 25. The event, 
"Jewish Media in Europe: Chal
lenges and Opportunities," was 
supported by the European Jewish 
Development Fund and drew sev
eral journalists, communal leaders 
and European Union officials from 
a host of countries, including Aus
tria, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Holland, Israel, Italy, the United 
Kingdom, Russia and Georgia, to 
Brussels. 

Following introductory remarks 
by EJP's managing director, Yossi 
Lempkowitz, the conference 
offered sessions: The Media and 
the EU; Jewish Media in Europe; 
Globalized Media: Is there a place 
for sectarian media in the future?; 
The Future of European Jewry and 
the Sustainability of Cooperation 
with Jewish Media; M edia's Role 
in EU-Israel Relations. 

Echoing the EU's transna
tional aims, the meeting provided 
journalists a unique opportunity 
to network across political and 
linguistic borders. These connec
tions were formed through the 
lively exchange of ideas during 
sessions but also, importantly, 
over lunch and coffee breaks dedi
cated to sharing information about 
publishing strategies, challenges 
and strategies for strengthening 
regional ties. 

Highlights of the day included 
a discussion of the range of poten-

/ Marcy Brink-Danan 

YOSSI LEMPKOWICZ, the managing director of the European Jewish 
Press, in front of his office in Brussels . 

tial audiences for Jewish media, 
emphasized in a talk given by 
Guido Vitale, the editor of the 
newspaper ofltalian Jewry, Pagine 
Ebraiche, in which he and others 
argued that Jewish publications 
should consider non-Jewish audi
ences as their ideal readers, or risk 
"writing just to comfort oneself." 
Many of the journalists in atten
dance are indeed well-poised to 
write for a general audience, given 
their extensive backgrounds in 
mainstream journalism. 

When asked what European 
Jewish media outlets had in 
common, Miriam Shaviv (former 
feature writer, Jerusalem Post and 
foreign editor, Jewish Chronicle, 
London) affirmed the inchoate 
nature of pan-European Jewish 
media connections, stating that 
the conference was the first time 
players in this domain had come 
together to discuss common goals 
and disparate experiences. At the 
same time, Nicolas Zomersztajn, 

editor-in-chief of Regards, Brus
sels, reminded the audience that all 
Jewish publications perhaps share 
the common burden - and pleasure 
- of following historian Simon 
Dubnow's legendary injunction to 
"write and record" Jewish experi
ence, especially at a time when the 
stories of minorities in Europe are 
so contentious and contested. 

As expressed in a letter to the 
participants, conference organizers 
hope to "create a regular forum to 
discuss topics of utmost interest for 
the media, decision-makers and 
the general public." Potential plans 
for future meetings involve includ
ing media representatives from the 
United States, especially, given our ' 
nation's rich history of Jewish pub
lishing. 

Marcy Brink-Danan is an assis
tant professor of Judaic Studies at 
Brown University. Contact her at 
Marcy_Brink-Danan@brown.edu. 

Rebuilding a synagogue where 
Jews resisted Soviets 

/Anna Rudnit skaya 

CHILDREN SING AT the opening ceremony of a new synagogue in the Moscow suburb of Malak
hovk on March 23. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Classical High School honors distinguished alumni, one professor 
Jewish honorees make 

their mark in law, 
media and education 

BY VOICE & HEHALD STAFF 

voicehera!d@JFRI.org 

"SOME PEOPLE LIKE the Jews, 
and some do not. But no thought
ful man can deny the fact that they 
are, beyond any question, the most 
formidable and the most remarkable 
[people}. .. in the world." 

- Winston Churchill - prime min
ister of Great Britain 

PROVIDENCE - Churchill's 
claim is borne out by the individu
als being honored as distinguished 
alumni of Classical High School at 
its event on Wednesday, April 28: 
Several of the honorees are Jewish 
and they have each made signifi
cant contributions in their per
sonal and professional lives. The 
festivities begin at 6 p.m., with the 
awards dinner at 7 p.m., all at the 
Providence Marriott, One Orms 
Street, in Provjdence. 

In alphabetical order, the Jewish 
honorees are: 

• Bernard Bell, a 1938 Classical 
graduate, received his B.A. from 
Brown in 1942. After World War 
II Army Air Corps service, he 
continued his post-graduate edu
cation at Yale University. 

Balancing working as an execu
tive with companies in Boston 
and Providence with volunteering 
initiatives, Bell served in several 
leadership roles, including as the 

president of Children's Friend and 
Service, the Touro National Heri
tage Trust and the Brown Alumni 
Association Class of1942; Bell has 
been a member of the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island (JFRI) 
board, as well. 

Hospice work has been espe
cially meaningful for Bell who 
began as a volunteer in Rhode 
Island 's hospice in 1980. In 1984, 
he joined the board of the National 
Hospice Organization, and played 
a key role in building its finan
cial stability and infrastructure. 
Named its "Person of the Year" 
in 1991, he now raises funds for a 
hospice in northern Israel. 

• Robin Green , a 1963 Classical 
High School graduate, received 
her B.A. in 1967 from Brown 
University, Pembroke College. 
She was a contributing editor at 
Rolling Stone from 1970 to 1974. 
She i:net her husband and writing 
partner, Mitchell Burgess, at the 
University oflowa Writers' Work
shop, where she received an MFA 
in 1976. Together, they've written 
and produced several television 
drama series, including "North
ern Exposure" and "The Sopra
nos," and they've received Emmy, 
Golden Globe, Writers' Guild and 
Peabody awards. 

• A former Classical High 
School English teacher, Susan 
Adler Kaplan earned a B.A. and 
M.A. from Brown University. She 
taught English at Classical for 28 
years before becoming the admin
istrator of English and libraries for 

Anniversaries·Menopause·Birthdays·House Warming 

Judith 1.(aye 

(401) 751-8665 

www.PersonalizedRituals.com 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs-Retirement-Empty Nest-Adoptions 

BERNARD BELL 

the Providence schools. Formerly 
an adjunct professor at Providence 
College and Roger Williams Uni
versity, Kaplan's volunteer and 
professional focus is education. 

The Carnegie Corporation 
appointed her to the founding 
board of the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. 
A co-founder/co-director of the 
Rhode Island Writing Project, 
Kaplan was named by the College 
Board to three terms on the Eng
lish Academic Advisory Council. 
Kaplan received an Outstanding 
Teacher Educator Award from 
Brown and was named Providence 
Teacher of the Year 

A former member of the Cor
poration of Brown University, she 
chairs the Corporation Emeriti 
Committee, and is a member of 
The Miriam Hospital's Board 
of Governors. A current JFRI 
Women's Alliance board member, 
she was also active in the former 
Women's Alliance Business & 
Professional Board. 

• Norman G. Orodenker, a 1951 
Classical High School graduate, 
earned his B.A. cum laude, from 
Brown University in 1955 and a 
law degree from Columbia Law 
School in 1958. A well-respected 
lawyer, he advises businesses and 
state agencies; he also served as 
chief legal counsel to all Rhode 
Island state government depart
ments under Governor Licht in 
1969-72. 

A devoted and fearless civil 
rights advocate, he has chaired 

SOUTH COUNTY'S BEST. VALUE 
Open House and Registration 

South County Hebrew School 

April 25, 2010 - 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
375 Kingstown Rd. - Narragansett Circle - Wakefield 

Rev. Ethan Adler- 486-0110- eadler3@cox.net- School Director 

Share coffee, bagels and learn about our many family programs. . 
For additional information, Merle "Magi" Green - School Commrttee Cha,rman 

Magigreen4@aol.com - 294-6836 or schebrewschoo/.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

SUSAN ADLER KAPLAN 

federal, state and local organiza
tions, including the United States 
Civil Rights Advisory Commis
sion, the Rhode Island Commis
sion on Prejudice and Bias, and the 
Providence Policy Advisory Com
mission. 

His leadership in diverse com
munities is apparent, as he is served 
as president of the Urban League 
of Rhode Island and Jewish Family 
Service of Rhode Island, and as 
chair of the Black Jewish Alliance, 
the Latino Jewish Alliance and the 
Muslim Jewish Alliance. Oroden
ker, a former JFRI board member, 
has been recognized for his work 
with JFRI's Community Relations 
Council. 

• A 1960 Classical graduate, 
Bruce Paisner received a B.A. from 
Harvard Universiry in 1964 and 
served as the Harvard Crimson's 
managing editor. While working 
as a correspondent for "Life Maga
zine" in New York and Washing
ton, D.C., he earned a J.D. from 
Harvard Law School. 

Paisner was a vice president of 
Time, Inc.; and the president and 
co-owner of Novacom, Inc., a 
television production and distri
bution company bought by Hearst 
Corporation. He has served on 
the boards of Lifetime Television, 
A&E Network and the History 
Channel, among others, and is the 
advisor to Hearst Corporation's 
chief executive officer. • 

The President and Chief Execu
tive Officer of the International 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences, Paisner is also a member 
of the Council on Foreign Rela
tions and the Century Association. 

Additional honorees include 
Frederick Irving and the late 
Dorothy {Petrie} Irving, who 
made their mark in international 
diplomacy, after they graduated 

from Classical in 1939; and Jorge 
Elorza, a 1994 Classical gradu
ate. With an undergraduate degree 
in accounting from the Univer
sity of Rhode Island (1998) and 
a J.D. from Harvard Law School 
in 2003, Elorza, the son of Gua
temalan immigrants, now works 
with Rhode Island Legal Services, 
and is an assistant professor oflaw 
at Roger Williams University. 

Tickets, 175 per person, benefit 
the fond to improve the quality of 
education for Classical High School 
students. For tickets or more infor
mation, contact Mary Figueroa at 
441-2052. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Lmv 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
AnorneyGena tJI /993- 1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
JEFFREr 8. PINE 

BRIAN G. Gow:nl'JN 

32 I South Main St. • Suite302 
Providence, RI • 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza· 231 Old "lower Rd. 
Wakefield, RI • 4-01.788.9100 

www.pil).elaw.com 

The RI Sup!N11e(01.11 hcensa ,H l.,wytnJI lhelJfflfl'~ pr.l(tictofLiw. 
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The tme 111ea11i11g of life is to pla11t Imes 1111der 
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Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your ,viJJ. 
One of the most enduring acts of yout lifetime. 
To !cam more: 401.455.8050 or www.pro,·lib.org. 
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The JEWISH VOICE & liERALo 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLO (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING; BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 

POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH/WEDDINGS 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 
W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401 ) 397-3361 ext. 6056 

(huppah Rental 
Local delivery 

and set-up 

Ready to Decorate 
rentachuppah@gmail.com 

401-728-3528 

BUSINESS BROKERS 

¥ Vested Business Brokers 
THE BUY-S ELL PROFESSIONALS 

DAVID COHEN - New England Managing Director 

CONFIDENTIAL - NO FEE UNLESS SUCCESSFUL 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE VALUATION 

www. vested bb. com 
phone: 508-863-9768 

dcohen@vestedbb.com 
fax: 401-293-0029 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS & JEWELRY 
• GOLD COINS WEBUY & SELL RARE COINS, .------.I : ~::~~s BULLION & (i()LD JEWELRY NOW AVAILABLE 
• STAMPS Eagle Silver Dollars, 

·GOLDJEWELRY&WATCHES BEST GoldC.in,&Estrte 
• ANTIQUES, STERLING SILVER Jewelry and Silve,, 
•COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSel!,Coin& 
• USANDFORUGN Stamp Albums 
• PCGS.NGC authorized 

PODRAT COIN DCIIANGt IN~ 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION SINCE 1969 • l(8041 

Servingbankl,anomeys,estaie, 
and lhe public for over 40 years. 

401-861-1640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

~~:~~-~~t~1!i~~~~~~E 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Macintosh Repair 

1,~Gz-.-~---,-ji:j-tr. On-Site Service • Remote Support 

Call Eric Shorr 331-0196 
Toll Free 800-782-3988 

SONICWAU"'>. ~ 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Su/to C ! Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

COMPUTER • TVs SERVICE & REPAIR 

Computers • TVs Services & Repair 
• MAC • PC • UNIX • 
On-Site Services • Installation. 

Database-driven web applications: FHeMaker • MySQL. 
Networks • Internet Security • VPN. 

Emergency Computer Repair. 

fo~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 
128 Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 

You've known me for your taxes ... 
Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

BUILT· 

New Construction 

Cell (401) 996-1312 
Fax (401 ) 421-6254 

UCTION 

RI Reg# 30842 
Insured 

Quality Service 
'-----==---!,,1!isfaction Guaranteed 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at V Discounted Prices® 

fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 . 
800-838-1119 

~MEDINA 
Paintint! & Remodelint! co., Int 

INTERIOR & fxrERIOR 

For All Your Painting & Restoration Needs! 
Specializing in water problems, repairing roofs, gutters and basements 

More than 20 years experience in Histarical Homes 
FIi i d RI R #7320 

can Al Medina 401.438.8771 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CONTACT: 

DAISY GILMORE: 401-864-43026 - daisygilmore@verizon.net OR GEORGE PECKHAM: 401-225-6901 - peckham613@verizon.net 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

POSITION 
WANTED 

Certified nursing assistant 
desires private duty part-
time or full-time, 24 hour 
coverage available. Thirty years 
experience, dependable and 
excellent references. 

Call 744-5806. 

VACATION 
RENTAL 

Vacation rental in the 
Berkshires for one week in 
August, Aug. 14-21. Oak and 
Spruce Resort, two bedroom, 
two bath, sleeps 4 to 6. Near 
Tanglewood and Stockbridge. 
$800. Call 401-884-1334. 

FURNISHED 
HOME OR 

APARTMENT 
WANTED 

Furnished home or apartment 
wanted to rent mid-January 
to mid-April, 2011 . Brown 
professor. LJP@sabbatical3.net 

JOB WANTED 
Retired couple. Enjoy 

housework and yard work. 
Strong. Reliable. Reasonable. 
Introductory meeting is 
important. Sue and John. 401 -
270-1440. 

GET 
RESULTS 

Advertise in 
7he Jewish Voice 

& Herald and get 
positive results for 

your business. 

Call 1.1S: 225-6901 or 
421-4111, ext. 160 

1he 
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Enjoy a Taste of Sharon, MA 
Join us for Shabbat on May 7-8 

Meet our warm, vibrant Modern Orthodox community and 
spend Shabbat in the beautiful town of Sharon. 
Couples, families and individuals are invited to enjoy: 
• Home hospitality and all meals 

Davening at Young Israel of Sharon 
Adult learning and children's programs 

• Walking tours of the beach & more 

For info or to RSVP, contact Susie 
at admissions@striarhebrew.org 

or call 781-784-8724 

Co-sponsolld by: Young Israel of Sharon & 
Strlar Hebrew Academy of Sharon 

Th . 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Fully Insured 
Licensed #8269 

Working in the 
Jewish Community 

Since 1990 

HORACIO PIRES 
PAINTING 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
FREE ESTIMATES 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

Quality Makes the Difference 

Interior • Exterior 
f?{fd~~ Estimates witMn 

· 24 Ho 

Paul Abreu • Licensed & Insured 
401-252-9577 l' Excellen! References 
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LAWYER 

Karenann McLoughlin 
Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: (401) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

MEDICAL 

ORTHOPEDIC GROUP, INC. 

WWW.OGI-DOCS.COM 

Toll free 8°00-725-3 037 
588 Pawwcket Avenue, Pawtucke~ RI 02860 

(401 ) 722-2400 • FAX: (401 ) 728-3920 

16 Hillside Avenue. Anleboro. MA 02703 
(508) lll-4450 • FAX: (508) 226-6465 

6 Blackstone Valley Place, luite 530, Lincoln. RI 02865 
(401) 334-3700 • FAX:(401 ) 334-3414 

OPTICAL SHOP 

Spino's Eyeglass Gallery 
LUCIEN M. SPINO, Registered Optician 

145 Wayland Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

Phone: 831-7353 

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9 -6, Sat: 9-2 
Email: Spinos.eyeglass.gallery@gmail.com 

Prescriptions filled .. Designer eyewear ... Sunglasses 

Established in 1979 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

~-~~ 

. .Q. LEES & SON 
l -->-" PLUMBING & HEATING 

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL 

161 ADMIRAL STREET 
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908 

401- 421-1358 

Neal Lund 

wwwjvhri.org 

SERVICES FOR SENIORS 
lt's a Mitzvah to 

RENT-A-MENSCH 
Specializing In Se:rvicc for Se:niors 
to keep you safe and secure in your home. 

• Property Maintenance and N.anagement 
•Safety Inspections and Upgrades to: 

• minimize fall risks 
•maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 
• Improve security 
•Driving and other services available 

WayM ROSCflbcrs 
Tei, 401 -273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6062 
www.rent.amensch.us RI . Reg #29694 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

R,K& Son 
Plumbing & Heating, LLC 

PLUMBING REPAIRS. WATER HEATERS. SUMP PUMPS 

SEWER DRAIN (LEANING 

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS: Installed• Serviced• Repaired 

401-265-9152 • 401-233-4882 

Better Than a Billboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, YOUR 

BUSINESS CARD CAN BE HERE! 
Call or e-mail today! 

George Peckham 401-225-6901• 
peckham613@verizon.net 

Daisy Gilmore 401-864-4302 • 
da1sygilmore@verizon.net 
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Isolation isn't good 
for one's soul- or life 

expectancy 

MEDI CAL epide
miology is that 
branch of medicine 
that studies com

munities of humans, to clarify 
the causes - the etiologies - of 
prevailing diseases; and then to 
wonder why certain persons rather 
than others have fallen victim 
to a particular malady. Why, in 
other words, does vulnerability 
to a particular illness appear to 
be so non-randomly selective? 

Are there risk 
factors that 
impinge on 
some but not on 
others? 

The pursuit of 
epidemiologi
cal understand-
ing, therefore, 
begins with 

Stanley 
Aronson, M.D. some very 

fundam e nt a l 
inquiries. Beyond the obvious 
search for biologic causes, might 
there be non-biological factors, 
social or environmental, which 
influence such important mea
sures as susceptibility to dis
ease and even relative survival? 
Physicians, social workers and 
clergy have long recognized that 
the well-being, and even the sur
vival, of medically-threatened 

SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

The affirming ties that bind us 
adults depend upon a complex risk of mortality. But their care- A group of epidemiologists 
tapestry of extrinsic and intrinsic ful analyses disclosed that this and social workers undertook a 
factors, some of which are read- beneficial effect of increased similar but even more extensive 
ily measurable such as nutnt10n socialization was not uniformly study in 1980, using the citi-
and genomic heredity. There is experienced by both sexes or by zenry of Evans County, Ga., to 
more than sufficient evidence all ethnical groups. The close explore whether social isolation/ 
that loneliness impacts negatively interdependency between social social ties are related to increased 
upon human longevity. And cer- contacts and increased survival mortality risk. Their published 
tainly the concept that interper- was particularly evident with findings reinforced the earlier 
sonal support may be medically white males, and only equivo- observations in the Alameda 
beneficial, particularly in the cally so with white females. This County study and again dem-
elderly, is intuitively appealing. is consonant with the oft-made onstrated that male survival was 

But beyond the obvious ele- observation that widowers sur- more strongly linked to social 
ments such as the quality of vive fewer months after the death networking. lndeed, the only very 
nutrition and hygienic protec- of their wives than do widows dramatic finding in this demo-
tions there are the poorly mea- ______________ graphic study was the inescap-
sured attributes of life that are able conclusion that white male 
collectively subsumed by such "We are social survival is dramatically more 
imprecise phrases as social envi- dependent on social interplay. 
ronment, degrees of accultura- creatures and' This relationship is less evident 
tion and psychosocial resources. with black males, and still less 
One of the first formal studies to by nature, part evident with females, either black 
equate diminished survival with Of a complex, or white. Furthermore the rela-
social isolation was undertaken tionship between social isolation 
by a group of social scientists, in interdependent and diminished life expectancy 
1965, studying patterns of mor- was equivocal in populations of 
tality in the citizens of Alameda organic SOCiety. Asian ethnicity. In the words of 
County, Calif. Does social sup- The t1·es that b1"nd one sociologist, "Social ties and 
port, they asked, allow people to relationships are not as important 
live longer? us provide spiritual for nonwhites and women as they 

H ow did they measure the are for white men." 
intensity of social support? Their sustenance when And, closer to home, an infor-
initial "index" of intimate con- ma! survey of Rhode Island Jews 
tacts consisted of whether the our inner faith residing in assisted living facili-
person was or was not married, .,::alters." ties during 1975 - 1985 revealed 
the number of friends/relatives I, a similar pattern of male vulner-
living close by and the extent of ------------- ability. 
church group participation. To some, then, social ties vali-

And their findings, using mor- after the death of their husbands; date their existence, while to 
tality as an outcome? In general, and that males, in relative isola- others, social contacts yield only 
increased social contact was asso- tion, are significantly more vu!- weariness of the soul. These con-
ciated statistically with a reduced nerable to the vicissitudes of life. flicted binding ties prompted an 

English poet, Vivian T uffnell, to 
observe: 

What are the ties that bind us? 
Perhaps far some like Marley's 
chains, 
They are forged link by link 
OJ heavy frozen steel 
To weigh down butterfly wings. 
Some six decades ago, a mili-

tary commission (a commission 
on which I served) studied the 
social ties of army personnel who 
had committed suicide. The com
mission concluded that no one 
could possibly know the inner 
thoughts and collective experi
ences of those who elected to 
terminate their lives; and accord
ingly, that a blanket appraisal of 
these soldiers was at best distaste
ful. Yet it was inescapably evident 
that willful social isolation and a 
paucity of memberships in inter
active groups - whether secu
lar, athletic or religious - was a 
common thread in the lives of 
those distressed soldiers. 

We humans are obligate social 
creatures and, by nature, part of a 
complex, interdependent organic 
society. The ties that bind us pro
vide spiritual sustenance when 
our inner faith falters; and when 
all else fails, at least a date for 
Saturday night. 

Stanley M. Aronson, M.D. 
is dean of medicine emeritus, 
Brown University. Contact him at 
smamd@cox.net. 
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D 'vAR ToRAH 
Confronting that which brings us dis~omf ort 

L EVITICUS 12:1-15 :33 

Parashat Tazri'a -
M etzora encourages 

us to confront 
what we don't like 

in ourselves 
Bv R ABBI M,,nc S. ) AGOLINZEH 

Special to 1he Voice & H erald THE TORAH READ 
ING for this Shabbat 
consists of a double por
tion containing the laws 

of cleanliness and expulsion from 
the camp for people whose afflic
t ions did not disappear during a 
certain period of time. It is evident 
that the Torah combined medical 
symptoms with ritual manifesta
tions as a way of maintaining the 
purity of the camp. 

Looking at these two Parashot 
we can see our ancestors' concern 
for health and cleanliness. 

This concern has remained 

Irene G. Belsky, 91 
COVENTRY Irene Belsky 

died on March 12. Born in Phila
delphia, she moved to Warwick in 
2000. She was the daughter of the 

late Nathan and 
Cecelia (Snyder) 
Gross and sister 
to Ben Gross of 
Philadelphia. She 
leaves her daugh
ter Gaye Belsky 
Gluck and son-in

law Dr. Joel Gluck, and a son, Paul 
J. Hannig. She was the grandmother 
of Anthony Gluck, Mark, Adam, and 
David Hannig, and the great-grand
mother of Luke and Logan Hannig. 

She will be remembered as a sur
vivor overcoming many obstacles, 
for the love of her fa mily and friends, 
her intelligence, love of reading and 
her sparkling personality and sense 
of humor. 

Donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer's Association, 245 Water
man St., Suite 306, Providence, RI 
02906, or a charity of your choice. 

Dr. Alan I. Brenner, 67 
WESTBOROUGH, Mass. - Dr. 

Alan Brenner died on March 31. He 

dow n to the present day. Tazri'a
M etzora requires us to confront 
those things in our lives that are 
uncomfortable. W ho wants to talk 
about skin diseases? When we are 
teenagers, we cover up our acne. 
With any form of dermatitis, we 
are often ashamed, embarrassed 
or afraid of how others will look 
at us. But skin blemishes are only 
cosmetic. They are usually not con
tagious and do not pose a threat to 
others. 

They are not a punishment for 
sin; even leprosy is not a punish
ment from God for transgressions. 
It is solely a medical condition. 
But there are other diseases, other 
blemishes that cause us embarrass
ment and bring us shame. 

For me, the message of this 
week's Torah reading is to confront 
that which brings us discomfort. 
All too often, we tend to hide from 
our discomforts; we try to erase 
them from our lives. W e hope that 
if we don't talk about them, they 
will not bother us. Yet, despite 
our best attempts, they are st ill 

was a highly respected rheumatolo
gist. 

His greatest joy was his family 
and his seven grandchildren. He 
leaves his wife, Lynn, with whom 
he enjoyed boating and performing 
in community theater. He was the 
father of Jessica (Brenner) Baskin 
and her husband Jon, of New York 
City; Richard L. Brenner and his wife 
llah Cibis, of Jamaica Plain, Mass.; 
Adam Feinzig and his wife Kristi , of 
Wellesley, Mass.; and Cara Cohen 
and her husband Brian, of Sudbury, 
Mass. 

He was the grandfather of Jacob, 
Juliet and Joah Baskin, Hailey and 
Jordan Feinzig, Morgan and Avery 
Cohen; and the brother of Beverly 
Levitt-Narciso and her husband 
Louis, of North Kingstown. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Gift of Hearing Foundation, 95 Old 
Boston Neck Rd., Narragansett, RI 
02882. 

Jack Fradin, 81 
CRANSTON - Jack Fradin, 

founder of the accounting fi rm 
Fradin and Company, 

~ and a professor, di_ed on 
~ April 2. A 1949 graduate 

u Fall River 
Jewish Home 
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there. What are our discomforts? 
W hat are the things that make us 
uncomfortable? A nd, what are the 
things that we fail to talk about? 
Recently, to prepare for Pesach, we 
physically and ritually cleaned our 
houses ridding them of hametz. 

As we read this week's portion, 
may I suggest that we do another 
type of spring-cleaning? Let us 
look at our lives and confront those 
issues that blemish our lives and 
need to be dealt with and cleaned 
up . . .feelings of remorse and dis
dain, relationships that have been 
ignored and commitments that 
remained unfulfilled. W e need to 
look into the deep recesses of our 
minds and bring these issues to the 
forefront. 

Just as skin diseases are often 
hard to treat so too, are disap
pointments, frustrations and 
anger. Yet we must try! Spring is 
a good time to embark upon the 
process of. self-cleansing. Exam
ine yourself and your household. 
D on't shove your problems into a 
corner! Don't ignore your faults! 

of Rhode Island State College and a 
member of the Phi Beta Kappa Soci
ety, he was an active member of Tau 
Epsilon Pi Fraternity and received 
the Outstanding Platoon Leader 
of ROTC award. He served in the 

' Korean Conflict as a fi rst lieutenant 
in the 2nd infantry division where 
he was awarded the Commenda
tion Ribbon with Medal Pendant for 
Meritorious Service. 

He founded his accounting prac
tice in 1959 and had, over the past 
51 years, served as chairman of 
the State Board of Accountancy. 
president of the State Society of 
Certified Public Accountants, and 
served on the Nat ional Trial Board 
for the American Institute of Certi
fied Public Accountants. He was 
the treasurer for the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association, and 
served on many non-profit organiza
tions in the Rhode Island area. 

For 34 years, he was an account
ing professor at the University of 
Rhode Island. He earned many 
honors throughout his teaching 
career, including Teacher of the Year 
on numerous occasions. Upon retir
ing from teaching at URI , he was 
honored with a State House proc
lamation, naming April 26, 1996 
as "Jack Fradin Day" where he was 
declared one of the state's "finest 
educators." He taught more than 
3,000 students, and a classroom in 
URl's new business school is named 
in his honor. 

He is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Estelle, his sons and their 
spouses, Neil and Jackie Barbato 
Fradin; Charles and Susan Geller 
Fradin; and his daughter Ruth and 
her husband, David Singer. He 
leaves six grandchildren, Emily, 
Noah, Samuel, Melanie, Daniel and 
Joshua. The son of the late Sarah 
and Charles Fradin, he leaves a 
brother, Harry. 

Donations may be made to the 
"Jack Fradin Scholarship Fund," URI, 

wwwjvhri.org 

Work hard and diligently to cor
rect them. Confront that which 
brings you discomfort' Bring out 
the heavy-duty soul cleanser. It 
should not be something we do for 
the Yamim N ora'im, but should do 
on a regular basis. 

Just as we have a regular medical 
examination, we should also have 
a religious one, making sure that 
we are living a life that is ethically 
and morally clean, one that is free 
from sin. 

Taz ri'a-M et zora is a most chal
lenging Torah portion, not because 
of its content, but rather because 
of what its message says to us. It 
reminds us of the mold and slime 
in our lives. It reminds us of 
what we might be ashamed of. It 
reminds us of how we treat others. 
Most of all, it reminds us that we 
can do something about those 
things that bring us discomfort 
and shame. As we do spring clean
ing in our homes and garages, let 
us also take time to clean our souls 
and our lives. 

The prophetic portion or haf-

Kingston, RI 02881. 

Lillian (Zukerman) 
Goldsmith. 81 

SOMERSET, Mass. - Lillian 
(Zukerman) Goldsmith died on 
April 11. ·She was the wife of the late 
Martin Goldsmith. Born in Brooklyn, 
a daughter of the late William and 
Jennie (Teitelbaum) Zukerman, she 
had been a resident of Somerset for 
46 years. 

A member of Temple Beth El and 
its Sisterhood, she was also a life 
member of Hadassah. 

She is survived by her children 
Will iam J. Goldsmith and his wife 
Lisa, of Middleboro, Mass.; Robert 

Convenient Location 
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(1,518- 2,400 SF) 

Only 11 distinctive residences 
Terraces & Balconies 

Underground Garage 
Heated 

tarah describes four lepers who 
were kept outside the gates of the 
city. This story reflects the concern 
with cleanliness that our ancestors 
practiced. In pre-modern syna
gogues, there was a place to wash 
hands before entering the syna
gogue itself. Even today, before 
reciting the motzi at meals we 
wash our hands with a b'rakhah. 
Like our ancestors, we are vigi
lant about wash ing our hands 
and remaining physically as well 
as spiritually clean and pure. One 
interpretation of M etzora, mot zi 
shemra' ("one who dispenses slan
der") reflects the efforts of our 
forebears to go beyond pure ritual 
and to solidify a moral foundation 
for the laws found in this week's 
Torah reading. 

Rabbi M arc S. Jagolinzer, the 
rabbi at Temple Shalom in M iddle
town, is also a member of the R hode 
Island Board of R abbis. Contact him 
at rabjag@earthlink.net. 

Goldsmith, of Somerset, Mass.; 
and Scott Goldsmith and his wife 
Kimberly, of Brookline, Mass.; her 
brother Martin Zukerman, of New 
York City; and her grandson Alex. 
She was the sister of the late Edith 
Si rota. 

Donations may be made to Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute, c/ o William 
Gloldsmith, 21 Meadowlark Dr., Mid
dleboro, MA 02346 as he honors his 
mother by participating in the Pan
Mass Challenge. 

Joseph Mann, 58 
PAWTUCKET - Joseph Mann, 

a resident of Rhode Island for 24 
See OBITUARIES, Page 30 
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From Page 29 Mann, and his brother Isaac Mann. 
years, died April 6. He was the hus
band of Cathy Demain Mann, to 
whom he would have been married 
for 37 years in June. Born in Miami, 
Fla., he was a son of the late Moshe 
and Lillian (Kravit~) Mann. 

Donations may be made to 
Temple Emanu-EI or The Miriam 
Hospital. 

He and his wife co-owned Cre
ative Impressions, Inc. · A member 
of Temple Emanu-EI, the Board of 
Governors at The Miriam Hospital 
and CODA(, he was the treasurer of 
the Jewish Community Day School. 

Robert Kaufman, 96 
RUMFORD - Robert 

~ Kaufman died on April 
~ 7. He was the husband 

of the late Rosemary 
( Guncheon) Kaufman. Born in 
Providence, he was a son of the 
late Simon and Mary (Wasserman) 
Kaufman. He is survived by his wife, his 

daughters Mel issa and Debbie A staff sergeant with the 82nd 
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Airborne Division of the U.S. Army, 
he served in Europe, Africa and 
Middle East during World War II. 

He is survived by his longtime 
companion Marion Hafferty, his 
children Richard Kaufman and Carol 
Spano, and his grandchildren Caro
lyn and Nicolas Spano. He was pre
deceased by four brothers and one 
sister. 

Donations may be made to the 
Disabled American Veterans, 1 
Capitol Hill , Level G, Providence, RI 
02908. 

Ruth B. Ross, 98 
ELSEWHERE - Ruth Berger 

Ross died on April 2. She was the 
wife of the late Lt. Col. Aaron Peter 
Ross, daughter of the late Hyman 
and Yetta Berger, sister of the late 
Edith Sine! and Sylvia Snyder. 

She is survived by her daughter 
Hilary Salk, her son-in-law Stephen 
Salk, her grandchildren Nicole and 
Daniel Salk, and five great-grand
daughters. 

Raised in Pawtucket, she lived all 
over the world as a military wife, 
until she retired to Honolulu. Hawaii, 
where she and her husband lived for 
35 years. A 1932 graduate of Pem
broke College, she taught school for 
many years. even into her 80s. 

Contributions may be made to 
Home and Hospice Care of RI, 1085 
N. Main St., Providence, RI 02904 
or Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

Eunice C. Sederholm, 80 
SOUTH DARTMOUTH, Mass. -

Eunice ( Cohen) Sederholm died on 
April 2. 

Born in Provi
dence, she was 
the daughter of 
the late Joseph 
and Lena (Sin
berg) Cohen. 

She had a 
profound love of 
education and 

she returned to school to complete 
her college degree after her children 
reached school age. She commuted 
to the University of Rhode Island 
five days a week for five years to 
acquire her degree. She majored 
in education and, after graduation, 
taught English for 25 years, and 

retired in 1994. With a lifelong con
cern about social justice· and racial 
inequality, she insisted that To Kill a 
Mockingbird be included in her cur
riculum with discussions of the need 
for change in our society. She was a 
member of the Tifereth Israel Con
gregation and its Sisterhood. 

She is survived by her husband 
Harris Sederholm, of Dartmouth, 
Mass.; her daughter Vicki Seder
holm, of Lynchburg, Va.; her son 
Jed Sederholm, her daughter-in-law 
Judy Sederholm and her grand
daughter Maya Sederholm of 'Katy, 
Texas; and her nieces, nephew, and 
grandnieces and grandnephew. She 
was the sister of Merrill Cohen, of 
North Hollywood, Fla., and was pre
deceased by her brother Raymond 
Cohen. 

Donations may be made to the 
New Bedford Jewish Convalescent 
Home, 200 Hawthorn St., New 
Bedford, MA 02740. 

Marvin Gerald Tesler, 83 
ELSEWHERE - Marvin G. Tesler 

Tesler died on April 2. Born in Provi
dence, he was a son of the late Harry 
and Evelyn "Nan· (Halpern) Tesler 
of Attleboro, Mass. 

·- A sergeant in the U.S. 
~ Army, her served during 

World War II as a medic 
in the 44th Infantry Division of the 
"Blue Devils" in Italy. 

The proprietor of Charles Pack
age Store, "The House of Good 
Spirits," in Attleboro for 45 years, 
he was known as "Cousin Marvin" 
to his loyal patrons. A '44 graduate · 
of Attleboro High School, where he 
served on the reunion committee for 
65 years, he was a '49 graduate of 
Brown University. 

A past president of The Tower 
Club, he was a member and hon
oree life trustee at Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. He was also a member 
of the University Club in Rhode 
Island, Boca West Country Club, 
Highland Country Club and a former 
member of Ledgemont Country 
Club. He was a member of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite and 
Shriners International, and was a 
32nd Degree Mason ·in Ezekiel Bates 
Lodge. 

The husband of Joyce ( Cohen) 
Schreiber Tesler for 10 years and 

the late Marilyn "Lynne" (Schaffer) 
Tesler for 44 years; he was the father 
of Pamela Tesler Howitt (Steven) , 
of Seekonk, Mass. ; and Peter Jon 
Tesler, M.D. (Deborah, M.D.), of 
New York; the grandfather of Jacob, 
Lucas and Zachary; the stepfather 
of Jill Schreiber, Kenneth (Anne) 
Schreiber and their children Max, 
Abby and Haley; Judith Schreiber 
Rowland (Raymond) and their chi l
dren Julia and Jack; and Bruce Sch
reiber (Nilda) and daughter Jennifer 
Harper (Chris). He was the brother 
of Eleanor (Marcus) Rand. 

Contributions may be made to'the 
Temple Beth-El Endowment Fund, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

We remember Joe Mann 
BY VOICE & H EllALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFR I.org "J RREVERENT AND dedi-
cated. A strong advocate for 

the ewish community. Honest and 
honorable." Those were few of the 
words that Rabbi Wayne Franklin 
and others used to describe Joe 
Mann at the funeral on April 8. 

Dedicated to Jewish causes, 
Mann served four terms as the 
treasurer of the board of the 
Jewish Community Day School 
(formerly the Alperin Schecter 
School) , including long after his 
daughters had reached adulthood 

He loved fully and generously 
"his three girl s" - Cathy, his wife of 
37 years, and his daughters, said 
Rabbi Franklin. To Cathy, whom 
he met at Camp Eisner, he was a 
confidant, best friend and business 
partner; and to their daughters, he 
was a loving, attentive and deeply 
devoted father. 

Possessed of an irreverent 
sense of humor, he took pleasure 
in asking provocative questions 
in the men's Torah study group, 
and their family seders were filled 
with laughter, songs and learn
ing. With an infectious smile and 
joyous laughter, he made every
one around him comfortable, said 
Rabbi Franklin. 

And, his daughter Debbie said, 
he wanted nothing more than to 
see people around him happy. 
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requirement was a commitment to 
work where needed in a multidis
ciplinary group of 60. 

I found the experience life
changing, both from the extent of 
the suffering and the overwhelm
ing spirit of the H aitian people 
and my fellow volunteers. My time 
there overlapped with the first 
night of Passover, and comments 
from my blog, below, reflect my 
thoughts: 

Throughout the world, Jews 
are gathering for Passover. They 
eat, drink, laugh and retell the 
story of our escape from slavery 
in Egypt to freedom. It is one of 
my favorite holidays. Since moving 
to Providence, we would drive to 
H artford, Ct., to be with D avid 
Jacobs, the former director of the 
Rochester (N.Y.) Jewish Com
munity Center, currently in the 
same position in H artford. His 
seders were always eclectic, and, 
as a family, we attended them for 
years. In the last four years, when 
our two oldest boys were at W es
leyan University and H ampshire 
College, they were able to join us 
with their girlfriends. I would look 
around the room and feel a con
nection with the past, and seeing 
our children, the future. 

This year, though, both boys 
are in California after their col
lege graduations, our daughter is at 
college in Baltimore, and my wife, 
Leslie, is in H artford with D avid. 

I contemplate the meaning 
of freedom as I sit in a country 
founded by slaves who cast off 
French rule, and tried to live and 
prosper. Unfortunately, H aiti con
tinues to struggle with poverty, 
class divisions, and tragedy. I tried 
to understand differences with 
the relative success of the Jewish 
people. It is clearly not about belief. 
The H aitians are sustained by their 
faith in God. Some explanation 
may be their time in history, some 
by the climate and other aspects 
may be intangible. Econom
ics have certainly played a part. 
Although the H aitians drove out 
the French, they agreed to a large 
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HAITI: Provides physician a novel Passover practice 
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me. My voice cracked a bit as I 
described seders with friends and 
spoke of the analogies between 
the Jews and the people of H aiti. 
I described the d ietary restric
tions, indicating that my normal 
happy hour beers on the porch 
would need to be replaced by 
rum and coke. I thanked them 
for what they are doing and for 
creating an environment where 
we all felt safe. I closed with the 
meaning of"L'shanah H a-Ba'ah B i
Y'rushalayim." 

At that point, I swallowed hard 
and dried my eyes, and wished 
everyone a good night. I walked 
back up to the porch, to compose 
this blog. Pat, a big, loquacious 
Vietnam vet walked up to me. 
"H ey, D oc, you'll need this." It was 
a bottle of rum. 

HAITIANS CARRY SUPPLIES, including bags of donated rice. 
/ Or. Harry Sax Sitting at D avid 's last year, I 

never imagined when I said, "Next 
year in Jerusalem," that I would 
be in Milot, Haiti. I don't know 
where I' ll be next year. But for 
the rest of my life, when I speak 
those words, I will remember the 
taste of peanut butter and onion 
on a matzoh, and the sound of the 
crickets on a humid night in a land 
founded by freed slaves. 

repayment that crippled them for 
years. The ruling class was not the 
African blacks, but the mulattoes; 
in H aiti, class divi-

matzoh sandwich and felt incred
ibly lucky to have this experience. 

The CRUDEM representative 

the group. agreed. We went 
through our usual routine of intro
ductions, housekeeping and logis-

tics. At the end of 
sions remain obvi
ous. Then again, as 
it was several thou
sand years before 
the Jews could have 
a successful home
land, H aiti still has 
time. 

"For the rest of my life, l will 
remember the taste of peanut 
butter and onion on a matzoh, 

the meeting, I run an 
open forum of what 
went wrong and what 
went right - as we 
always try to fi nish on 
a positive note. W hen 
everyone was done, I 
began speaking to the 
60 people, many of 
whom I had known 

I was sitting out
side on the porch 
with a CRUDEM 
representative, as 

and the sound of the crickets on a 
humid night in a land founded by 

freed slaves." only a few days. 

Harry C. Sax, M.D. is a profes
sor of surgery at the Warren A lpert 
M edical School of Brown University. 
From 2005-2009, he was surgeon 
in chief at 7he M iriam Hospital. H is 
blogsite is www.harryatsacrecoeur. 
blogspot.com. Contact him at hsax@ 
cox. net. 

we discussed our 
experiences and beliefs. I men
tioned I was Jewish, and we talked 
about the meaning of Passover and 
Easter. 

It was a busy day, and when I got 
back to my room, I took out the 
matzoh we bought before I left. 
There was no w ine, so rum and 
juice would have to do. At the hos
pital, we have a spicy dressing with 
onions and I used the onion for 
the bitter herbs. The peanut butter 
would have to serve as the charoset, 
though I couldn't bring myself to 
go after our pet goat for the rest. I 
sat in my room, said Kiddush and 
made a peanut butter, onion and 

/ Dr. Harry Sax 

grabbed me before the nightly 
meeting I lead in my role as chief 
medical officer to ask if I'd share 
my feelings about Passover with 

APRIL 

MAY 

I spoke of the mean-
ing of Passover in the 

Judeo-C hristian context.. . that I 
had agreed to come, before real
izing it was Passover, and that 
my family nonetheless supported 

1his was modified from Sax' blog
site. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25 @ 1 :05 PM 
Star Wars Day at McCoy Stadium 

FRIDAY, APRIL 30 @ 6: 1 5 PM 
Post-Game Fireworks Display 

SUNDAY, MAY 16@ 1:05 PM 
Post-Game Fireworks Display 

FRIDAY, MAY 28@ 7:05 PM 
Free WebKlnz Giveaway 

THURSDAY, MAY 30@ 6:05 PM 
Post-Game Flrwworb l)lsplay 

DR. HARRY SAX w ith a patient and her mom in the hospital in Haiti. 
AN\ AflillW.t@I Q~ tt\@I I.UtQt11 Rl!CjJ fq~ M.~~ UQ.~l'l.mI .. R WitV.C!!ll!t',, RI/ 

wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 32 Jewish Voice 6CHerald April 16, 2010 

EB • WE SEE A BRIGHT l1JTURE FOR JEWISH LIFE 
T 

HERE AT HOME, IN ISRAEL, AND AROUND 
THE WO'.AI,D 

Even during these difficult economic times, when the highest priority is helping people in need and in crisis, 
JFRI continues to ensure that the programs and services that strengthen, enrich and celebrate Jewish life 
remain strong. From trips to Israel and adult education to financial assistance for preschools, day schools, 
and community centers, JFRI is empowering the next generation of Jews to build a vibrant Jewish future. 
Care to help? To donate, or for more information, to go www.JFRl.org or call (401 ) 421-4111 . 

wwwjvhri.org 

Jewish 
Fcdcr:Hlon 
of 
Rhode 
Island 

It's our story. 


