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One parent, two grandparents 
share their autism stories 

Parenting a child 
with ASD requires 

more patience, more 
love, more money 

Bv NANCY KrnscH 
nkirsch@]FRiorg 'WHEN I'M IN sixth grade, I 

will no longer 
have autism," 

says Nathan Katzman, a 9-year
old third grader, frequently tells 
his mother, N icole, t he director 
of the PJ Library at t he Bureau 
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of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island. 

"H e says that quite often ," said 
Katzman. "H e's cognizant of what 
he's saying. H e believes that when 
he's older, he won't have autism any 
longer." Nathan was diagnosed as 
being profoundly autistic when 
he was 18 months old, and 
has had intensive interven
tions. These interventions 
have been life changing 
for N athan, who is now 
high-functioni ng, said 
Katzman. She shared 
the blessings - and 
the challenges -
of raising a child 
with an Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD ). 

BLESSINGS EXIST, EVEN IN 

CHALLENGES 

"I sometimes find it difficult or 
challenging to be in a social set

ting with people I 
don't know. Yet 

J 

none of that both
ers Nathan 
- there's no 
self-conscious-

ness on his part," 
said Katzman. 

"H e's just 
Na tha n . 

See 
AUTISM, 
Page 18 

NATHAN KATZMAN 
Cour tesy/Nicole Kat zman 

Kvelling 
from generation to 
generation - at URI 
The Norman M Fain Hillel Center 

celebrates its grand opening 

/Nancy Kirsch 

BETSY COHEN, URI Hillel president, and Rosalie Fain enjoy a 
light-heart ed moment on March 7. 

TheNormanM 
Fain H illel Center 
celebrates its grand 

opening 

Bv B RI ANA BLUM 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

KIN GST ON - On the most 
beautiful day of the year (so far), 
people kve/led - and rightly so - at 
the official grand opening of t he 
Norman M. Fain Hillel Center 
at the University of Rhode Island. 
H undreds of people - including 
many members of the Fain family, 

URI President David M . Dooley, 
Robert Carothers, the former 
URI president, and dozens of 
Hillel board members, students, 
faculty, parents, alumni and mem
bers of the Rhode Island Jewish 
community came together to cel
ebrate in Hillel's fi rst permanent 
and exclusive home; before this, 
it shared a space with a sorority. 
The redesigned and rebuilt build
ing, formerly the AEPi Fraternity 
house, has "good bones," accord
ing to Barbara Sokoloff, chair of 
the URI Hillel board of directors, 
and the day's master of ceremo
nies. 

See FAMILY, Page 21 

Passion shifts to 
women's leadership 

Jewish Orthodox 
Feminist A lliance 

meets 
NEW YORK UTA) - The last 
time the Jewish Orthodox Feminist 
Alliance UOFA) organized a con
ference at Columbia University, in 
2007, Israeli activist Tova H artman 
electrified a crowd of several hun
dred with her call to "stop kvetching" 
and start acting until the plight of 
"chained women," or agunot, was 
resolved. 

"Let this be the last JO FA confer-

ence where we need to ask if there's 
a halakhic heter [permissive legal 
ruling] for agunot," H artman said of 
women seeking divorces from hus
bands refusing them a religious writ 
of divorce, or "get." 

The audience roared its approval. 
Three years later, H artman has 

her wish. Agunot activists are no 
longer asking if methods consistent 
with Jewish law exist to help such 
women; they know that they do. 

But the anger and passion that 
once characterized JOFA's work on 
the issue was noticeably absent at 

See GETTING, Page 31 
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Marshall Einhorn: A cahn and steady influence 

Brown-RISD H illel CEO of the Jewish Federation ---------
of Rhode Island, who has known "Creating authentic 
Marshall and his family for nearly welcomes incoming 

executive director two decades. "He embodies the Jewish experiences 
trifecta; Jewish heart, outstand-

BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@JFRI. org 

ing leadership and intellectual for this generation 
depth ." of 'millennia1s' is 

PROVIDENCE - Within weeks 
after arriving as the incoming 
executive director of Brown
RISD Hillel, Marshall Einhorn 
found himself tested - and, by 
all accounts, he acquitted him
self admirably. His experience in 
business management and client 
relationships were particularly 
helpful. W ith current Executive 
Director Megan Nesbitt and 
Rabbi Mordechai Rackover, he 
helped students, faculty and other 
members of the Brown-RISD 
H illel community deal with the 
grief, shock and anguish they felt 
upon learning of the untimely 
death of Avi Schaefer, a former 
IDF sold ier and Brown Univer
sity f\-eshman, on Feb. 12. 

"He came at such an emotion
ally charged time," said Marilyn 
Rueschemeyer, a current Brown
RISD Hillel board member. "He 
was quite observant and respect
ful of the students' need to talk 
and grieve." 

Marshall and his wife, Deborah 
Skolnick Einhorn, a Ph.D. stu
dent in Judaic stud ies at Brandeis 
University, share a deep and 
abiding commitment to raising 
their chi ldren with strong Jewish 
values . It may be no surprise that 
Hi llel brought them together, at 
least according to Marshall. H e's 
su re they first met as freshmen at 
a Tufts Hillel bagel brunch, while 
Deborah, now a Ph.D. student in 
Judaic studies at Brandeis Univer
sity, is sure they met earlier that 
week. "Parenting has definitely 
intensified our con nections to 
Jewish life," he said. "Our Jewish 
home has always been important 
and it's become even more so with 
children." Their daughter, Elana, 
is 4-and-1 /2-yea rs old, and son, 
Ari, turned 2 on March 9, the day 
we sat down to talk about Ein
horn's vision for Hillel. 

P ASSION FOR CAMPUS 

J EWISH LIFE 

Ein horn, 33, grew up in Silver 
Spring, Md., in an active Jewish 
fami ly. He attended a Jewish day 
school nearby for 13 years and, 
from there, went to Tufts Uni
versity, where he was involved 
in Hillel. "Marshall is absolutely 
a product of his home environ
ment," sa id Steve Silberfarb, 

After working for more than a 
decade in the for-profit world of 
business , most recently in mar
keting at Reebok and on a startup, 
Einhorn knew he wanted to tran
si tion to something he felt passion
ate about- and Jewish campus life 
was one such passion. "It [Hillel] 
was pivotal in my undergraduate 
experience," he said. "I wanted 

MARSHALL EINHORN, incoming executive director of 
Brown-RISD Hillel 

At Tamarisk. trad ition is one of our many hallmarks. 
Everyday, we ce lebrate life by focusing on family, 
culture. and the many wonderful life enriching services 
and amenities offered to our res idents - w hile ensuring 
the utmost in sa fety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio . one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit.call Dianne : 
401 -732-0037 • www.tamariskri.org 
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to be in an environment where I 
could foster Jewish communities 
on campus." And, it was Hillel 
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connections that put Einhorn in 
touch with the powers-that-be 
about the position he now holds; 
a friend from Hillel International 
Center was staying with Einhorn 
and his wife in 2009 for a, no sur
prise, wedding that involved other 
"Hillelites" and he mentioned the 
job opening to Einhorn. He has 
appreciated the opportunity to 
work with Nesbitt, who plans to 
pursue graduate school, during 
a transition period . "It's a rare 
opportunity, especially in an aca
demic setting," he said, "to work 
with my predecessor and get an 
overall sense of the operations, 
while meeting students, support
ers and community members." 

Participating in Hi llel and 
serving on its executive board 
for two terms weren't Einhorn's 
only meaningful extra-curricu
lar college experiences. He was 
involved in Big Brothers; his 
"Little Brother," he said, now an 
Iraq war veteran with two chil
dren, '1 in many ways, he's now has 
had more life experiences than I 
have," said Einhorn. 

Reflecting on his March 7 visit 
to the grand opening celebration 
of the Norman M. Fain Hillel 
Center at the University of Rhode 
Island, Einhorn appreciates the 
value of a building exclusively for 
and about Hillel. Tufts students 
had the benefit of a new Hi llel 
building that was completed 
during his freshman year; with 
space for prayer, study, lounging 

my goa1." 

and eating, it's a true home. '11've 
seen the impact that a building 
has on growing and enhancing 
Jewish life and I've seen it here, 
at Brown, too," Einhorn said. 
"During the grieving for Avi 
[Schaefer], one faculty member 
said, 'Thank goodness for this 
building.'" 

No WISH LIST 

Einhorn doesn't have an initial 
list that he plans to implement 
right away at Hillel. 'Tm spend
ing time getting to know the 
students, meeting with represen
tatives from the universities, the 
Jewish community and the Hillel 
Board to learn more about their 
thoughts on Jewish li fe at Brown 
and RISD - what it is and what it 
could be." 

Einhorn anticipates growing 
and guiding the Hi llel so students 
can "create an environment for 
them to make a commitment to 
Jewish life, both on campus and 
later, wherever they find them
selves," he said. Creating authen
tic Jewish experiences for this 
generation of "millennials" is his 
goal. 

Drawing on those business 
skills he learned when he studied 
for a combined degree (MBA and 
masters of science) from MIT, 
Einhorn plans to methodically 
and calmly assess whether the 
four pillars of programming- arts 
and culture, religious life, Israel 
and social justice - meet the needs 
and desires of Hillel's students. 
"Are we covering our bases," he 
asked, "or are there untapped 
areas we might explore?" 

In the meantime, Einhorn, 
who's planning to relocate with 
his family from Brookline, 
Mass. to Rhode Island during 
the summer, wants to get back 
to playing some basketball and 
improving his guitar skills. 

Who knows? Perhaps he'll 
baiter his business management 
expertise for some guitar lessons! 

Visit Brown-RISD Hillel's new 
Web site: brownrisd.hille!.org or 
email Marshall at Marshall_Ein
horn@brown.edu. 

E ditor's note: We hope to have 
a goodbye interview with Megan 
Nesbitt before she leaves i11ju11e. 

The Brown-RISD Hillel is a 
partner agency of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island. 
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Israel: A world leader in technology 
Community 

Relations Council 
gathers exp erts 

Bv NANCY K111s c11 

nkirsch@jFRI.org 

PROVIDENCE - Remember 
the phrase, 'Tm from the govern
ment and I'm here to help you?" 
If the government is Israeli and 
"you" are a businessperson eager 
to set up shop in Israel or do busi
ness with Israeli companies, then 
put aside your cynicism and jump 
on in. Though stated a bit d iffer
ently, that was the clear message 
from the panelists who spoke at 
the Israel Technology D ay, held 
on March 4 at various locations 
around Rhode Island. 

Sponsored by the Jewish Fed
eration of Rhode Island's OFRI) 
Community Relations Council's 
Israel Task Force and Partridge, 
Snow & Hahn, Israel Technol
ogy Day began with an "invitation 
only" lunch at the H ope Club for 
some 50 community leaders and 
politicians, including Governor 
D onald Carcieri. 

R hode Islanders learned 
another key lesson: Israelis don't 
fear failure. "If they (entrepre
neurs) can't get in the door, they'll 
get in through the window," said 
Yair Shiran, Israel's economic 
minister to North America, at an 
evening panel moderated by M ark 
Murphy, publisher of the Provi
dence Business News. '11hey're 
never quite satisfied. That's why 
they never rest, and always keep 
innovating and striving for better 
solutions." 

Another evening panelist , Avi 
Fogel, a high-tech entrepreneur 
and a true world citizen - holding 
U.S., Israeli and European Union 
passports - spoke about govern-

/Nan(y Kirs( h 

SANDRA LAUTERBACH, ltai Karelic, Avi Fogel, Marty Cooper (in back), Avi Nevel, Mark Murphy and 
Vair Shi ran gather at the Casino at Roger Williams Park on the evening of March 4. 

ment tax breaks and other incen- ier around the world because of 
tives to encourage the private products and services developed 
sector to invest in new business by Israelis or companies in Israel/' 
developments. said Shiran. 

The first voice mail system, D espite Israel's youth - only 
instant messaging, the memory 62 years young - the country 
stick, a pill- is second 
size camera ---------------- only to 

for medical "When Warren Buffet the United 
evaluations States in 
- these and chose to invest [outside the number 
other inven- of compa-
tions - were the U.S.] , he chose nies listed 

d evel o p e d 1 ] h th , on the 
in Israel, srae ' W ere ere S NASDAQ, 

acc o r ding creativity and brain said Shiran, 
to a promo- e x p I a i n -
tional film power and innovation." ing that 
shown at the gov-
both events. Nadav Tamir e rnm e nt 's 
It featured ________________ Office of 

i n d u s - Chief Sci
try icons, including Bill G ates 
and Warren Buffett, discuss
ing why they sited operations in 
Israel. "Life is easier and health-

entist works closely with the pri
vate sector to get financing for 
start-up companies. 

And, Israel plows a huge per-

centage of its gross domestic 
product (GDP) back into research 
and development monies; in fact, 
it's the largest in the world at 4.75 
percent of GDP, said Fogel. The 
Israeli government invested in 
the private sector at a time when 
it was difficult to do so, but the 
long-term investment paid off 
with stronger employment, inno
vation business creation and bal
ance of trade numbers, he said. 
The Obama administration and 
state governments, he said, should 
do the same. 

NATURAL RESOURCES, 

BRAINPOWER COUNT 

Just as Rhode Island is not 
completely bereft of key natural 
resources - given access to wind 
and water power - the same holds 
true for Israel, said Itai Karelic, 
who heads Greenlet Technologies' 
U.S. office. "If you start develop-

See ISRAELI, Page 20 
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FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 

Pesah 
memories and 
survey results: 
ahnost all good 

BY NANCY Krnscu 
nkirsch@JFRI.org W HAT MEMORIES do 

you have of your Passo
ver seders? We're fortu
nate that Sam Shamoon 

and Ellie Elbaum shared their stories of 
Passovers in far-flung lands. My child
hood memories, in contrast, are far less 
exotic. 

I remember us - siblings and cousins 
- wildly, madly searching for the ajiko
men - even though we were all given the 
same prize. My maternal grandfather 
doled out a silver dollar to each of the 12 
grandchildren, each of us "losers," but 
for the one triumphant ajikomen finder. 

I remember using the Maxwell 
House-issued haggadah - short, sweet 
and, at least in my highly assimilated 
childhood home, virtually all in Eng
lish. I only remember hearing the Four 
Qyestions only in English. 

I remember the first year I was pro
moted to "the grown-ups' table" - which 
had much more to do with head count 
and table size than any maturity on my 
part. That year, I had my first taste of 
Passover wine, rather than the Welch's 
grape juice served at "the kids' table." 
One tiny sip and I furtively swapped it 
for the glass of grape juice at my younger 
cousin Margaret's place setting at the 
kids' table. The first glass of "grape 
juice" was enough to get Margaret, then 
about 7, silly and singing, and none of 
the adults knew what had happened. I 
nursed my glass so that I wouldn't have 
to replace my grape juice with wine. 

I love Passover, despite the work 
involved in getting ready for the holiday. 
I think it's because it's proof each year 
that spring really will come again and 
grace us with warmth, daffodils, cro
cuses and expanses of green. 

As for another kind of green, live 
lucky readers of The Voice & Herald may 
find their Passover shopping just a bit 
easier this year, as each of them won a 
SlOO gift card to either Stop & Shop 
or EastSide Marketplace. Individuals 
who completed the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island CTFRI) survey about 
The Jewish Voice & Herald and JFRI and 
included their names were eligible for 
the drawing. Congratulations to Ruth 
Brennan, Irene Gerber, Stephen Grub
man-Black, Barbara Schwartz and 
Carlos Spinola (who has volunteered for 
eight years in the Jewish Elder Care of 
Rhode Island's CHAVER visitor pro
gram), who each won a $100 grocery gift 
card. Although their names were drawn 
in a blind drawing, they live in Cran
ston, Providence, Pawtucket, North 
Kingstown and Greenville, reflecting 
our readership's geographic diversity. 

The survey results were enlighten
ing and, frankly, rewarding to our lean, 

See SURVEY, Page 6 

IT SEEMS To ME 

Whose ox is being gored? 
It's all a matter of 

perspective 

F:OM TIME TO TIME we rabbis 
ave the opportunity to let our hair 
own - if we have any hair left -
nd engage in good old-fashioned 

"shop talk." If we are congregational rabbis, 
sooner or later the discussion turns to syna
gogue politics. Should a colleague ask my 
advice regarding a particularly ticklish situ-

I 
Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

ation in his shut, one of my 
first questions is: Whose 
ox is being gored? 

At first glance, my ques
tion might seem rather 
odd, even bizarre. After 
all, most of us rabbis 
having nothing to do with 
oxen; to be honest, I am 
not sure I can distinguish 
berween an ox and a bull. 

Nevertheless, at some 
point or another in our 

rabbinical education, just about every rabbi 
has encountered a talmudic discussion based 
upon passages in Exodus, chapter 21, regard
ing the goring ox. I will not burden you with 
the details of the case, which is - well - "tal
mudic" in its complexity; suffice it to say that 
if one man's ox gores another man's ox, the 
crucial question in determining financial 
damages is whether or not the owner of the 
goring ox has been repeatedly warned that 
his animal is vicious. Those of us who view 
the case from a somewhat jaundiced per
spective ask a different question: Whose ox 
is being gored? If the gored ox happens to 
belong to a rich and powerful individual, the 
damages might well be unfairly assessed in 
a manner that favors his privileged status. 
Fair or not, it is usually prudent to figure out 
whose ox is being gored. 

It is no secret that the legislature of our 
federal government - in particular, our 
Senate - is almost totally dysfunctional. 
However, before we rush to judgment as to 
how to begin to fix this mess, we would do 
well to ask: Whose ox is being gored? Who 
are those most hurt by the daily shenanigans 
on Capitol Hill? 

Following the Jan. 19 election of Scott 

Brown to the Senate seat that had been held 
for decades by Ted Kennedy, New York's 
Village Voice captured the absurdity of our 
legislative gridlock with this droll headline 
on its Web site: SCOTT BROWN WINS 
MASS. RACE, GIVING GOP 41-59 
MAJORITY. 

The reference is, of course, to the ever
present threat of a filibuster, which the 
Senate Democrats, now lacking a 60-vote 
super-majority, can no longer block. 

Item: For several months, Senator Chris
topher Bonds, R-Mo., put a hold on the con
firmation of Martha 
Johnson to head the 
General Services 
Administration as 
a way of applying 
pressure for a pet 
project in Kansas 
City. What is so 
galling is that the 
ultimately favorable 
vote, 94 to 2, was 
never in doubt. 

Item: Early in 
February, Sena
tor Richard Shelby, 
R-Ala., for similarly 
parochial reasons, 
temporarily blocked the confirmation pro-

"Would we want our 
minority voice, the voice 
of the loyal opposition, 
to be silenced because 
we no longer had the 
option of threatening 

a filibuster?" 

cess of70 (!) of the administration's nomina
tions. 

Item: This past March 2, Senator Jim 
Bunning, R-Ky., ended his rwo-day filibus
ter, which delayed unemployment benefits to 
millions of Americans and kept hundreds of 

Letters to The Editor 
Palestinians have many 

missed opportunities 

JACK SCHWARTZWALD hit a bull's 
eye with his letter to the editor, 'Stick

ing with statecraft"(in the March 5 issue). 
Here are two platitudes: One regards the 
proposed and previous Palestinian peace 
partners, and the second is an old defini
tion of a liberal. The Palestinians have 
never missed an opportunity to miss an 
opportunity, and a liberal is a conservative 
who hasn't yet been mugged. 

Cliff Lander 
Fall River, Mass. 

'Regards to Sonny' 

TH E ARTICLE THAT Nancy Abe
shaus wrote ("Sugarman's was the 

place for kosher meat," in the Feb. 19 issue) 
brought back some very fond memories. 

Their business was first located on Wil
lard Avenue in South Providence, if my 
memory serves me right. 

I was their delivery person for rwo years 
in my junior and senior years at Hope High 
School, in 1954-56. 

At that time Sonny Gold and Marty 
Goldshine, the rwo sons-in-law, were 
operating the business with their father
in-law "Red" Sugarman. 

It was a fun time for me, and this article 
brought back memories of my after-school 
delivery days. Marty and Sonny made it a 
fun workplace. 

My best regards to Sonny. 
Jordan Richman 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

See MORE LETTERS, Page 16 

wwwjvhri.org 

thousands of federal employees from doing 
their jobs. In the Feb. 6 issue of The New York 
Times, Gail Collins sums up this senatorial 
insanity when she decries "the right of every 
American senator, no matter how humble or 
dimwitted, to bring the democratic process 
to a standstill whenever he or she feels the 
mood." 

Whose ox is being gored by this shameful 
abuse of the privilege of the filibuster? At the 
moment we who consider ourselves Demo
cratic liberals are the ones crying foul. But 
wait a minute! Before we start pressing for 

the abolition of that "evil" filibuster which is 
subverting our progressive social agenda by 
enabling that "tyrannical minority" to erect 
road block after road block, let us ask our
selves: "Would we feel the same way if there 
were 59 Republicans and 41 Democrats in 
the Senate? Would we want our minority 
voice, the voice of the loyal opposition, to be 
silenced because we no longer had the option 
of threatening a filibuster?" Reform the fili
buster? Certainly. Abolish the filibuster? 
Never. You see, it all depends upon whose ox 
is being gored. 

Rabbi James Roenberg is the rabbi 
emeritus at Temple Habonim. Contact him at 
rabbiemeritus@templehabonim.org. 

SEND US YOUR 
LETTERS .... 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes 
letters 
from our I . readers. 
Send 
letters 

(no more than 
250 words, please) to 
voiceherald@jfri.org 
or The Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

Letters must be 
signed and may be 
edited for content and 
length. 
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FROM THE Or.n OLIVETTI 

Does Washington, D.C need a J Street? 
Peace talks lead 

to posturing 

THE CHAIR recognizes 
the gentleman in the 
rear, waving the Ameri
can flag. 

Man with flag: Mr. Chairman, 
I rise to propose that, as there is no 
J Street in Washington, we create 
one. 

The Chair: Why in God's name 
would we do that? 

Man with flag: So that at the 

Josh 
Stein 

end of the day 
we can say 
we've actually 
accomplished 
somet hin g, 
useless though 
it might be. 

(Genera l 
hubbub, hands 
flying, the 
sound of har
rumphing is 

heard throughout the hall.) 
The Chair (banging his gavel): 

Order, come to order! The chair 
recognizes the woman in the 
babushka. 

Babushka lady: It is to laugh. We 
have already accomplished many 
things. We have identified our 
enemies. And it is us. 

(General hubbub, hands flying, 

Absentee voting is a 
bad idea for Zionism 

I'M NOT USUALLY the 
paranoid type, but this 
coincidence was a bit much 
even for me. No sooner had 

I typed out my previous column 
for 1he Jewish Voice & H erald in 
mid-January ("The Israel/ Ameri
can Shuttle," in the Feb. 19 issue) 
when Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu announced the gov

Sam 
Lehman

Wilzig 

ernment's inten
tion to change 
the election law 
so that Israelis 
could cast their 
ballot even 
while residing 
overseas, most 
of them in the 
United States. 
So here I (have 
to) go again. 

It's a terrible 
idea. Not from 

a purely democratic perspective -
after all, many countries, includ
ing the U.S., enable their citizens 
residing abroad to cast an absentee 
ballot - but rather from a Zionist 
standpoint. Indeed, that's what 
makes the announcement so sur
prising. H ad a left wing/post
modern/multi-cultural /globalist 
government announced this (the 

the sound of harrumphing is heard 
throughout the hall.) 

Chair: Us or Arabs? 
Babushka lady: Us, of 

course. It's Jews who stand in the 
way of being pro-Israel and pro
peace. Anyway, that's what that 
nice Mr. Ben-Ami seemed to be 
saying in his opening remarks. 
N ever once did he talk about 
suicide bombers, or H amas or 
H ezbollah. It's Jews who are the 
impediment to peace. 

(General hubbub, hands flying, 
the sound of harrumphing is 
heard throughout the hall.) 

hasn't had such good friends since 
Neville Chamberlain and Pierre 
Daladier were running the show. 

The Chair recognizes the histo
rian who is pulling his hair out of 
his head. 

Balding Historian: Mr. Chair
man. Israel has not deprived Pal
estinian Arabs of a state; it's been 
other Arabs who've done that. 

(General hubbub, hands flying, 
the sound of harrumphing is heard 
throughout the hall.) 

Balding Historian continues: I, 

occur to these titans of tolerance 
that they could have a two-state 
solution by combining the two 
halves of the remnant of Palestine? 
No? And why not? Either because 
they used the suffering of the dis
placed persons as a propaganda 
tool, or because (this is the more 
generous explanation) they knew 
that a bifurcated Arab state, with 
its parts separated by Israel, could 
never work. And it still can't. 

(General hubbub, hands flying, 
the sound of harrumphing is heard 

throughout the hall.) 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. 
Chairman (this from a man 
in a kejfiyeh). May I speak? 
Thank you. On behalf of 
}street's Islamic Heroes 
Arab D epartment, I'd like 
to point out that we have 

"Did it ever occur to those 
titans of tolerance that 

The Chair recognizes the 
lady with the tears in her eyes. 

Teary lady: Mr. Chair
man, I have wonderful 
news. Moments ago, Middle 
East Peace Envoy George 
Mitchell announced new 
Israeli-Palestinian "proximity 
talks" - indirect talks between 
the Israelis and Palestinians 
with the United States serving 

they could have a two
state solution?" 

no problem with J Street's 
goals of withdrawing Jews 
from our ancestral lands 
that stretch westward from the 
Jordan River to the sea. Is that 
too much to ask of a people who 
have shown remarkable patience, 
relying on rocket fire, airplane 
hijackings and suicide bombers 
only on occasion, such as when 
peace was getting uncomfortably 
close? The Israelis have deprived 
us of our nationhood. Thank Al/ah 
for J Street! The peace process 

surely, am not the only person in 
the room who knows that in 1947 
the United Nations created two 
states, a Jewish one and an Arab 
one. And what happened? Jordan 
and Egypt (and Lebanon and 
Syria and Iraq) invaded the 
nascent Jewish state; they were 
repelled; the Jews expanded the 
land allotted to them, and Egypt 
satisfied itself with Gaza, Jordan 
with the West Bank. Did it ever 

as interlocutor. Oh, to have lived 
so long that I can witness from the 
safety of America, Israel and the 
Palestinians talking from separate 
rooms, close by each other. M es
siah, he must be on the way. 

The Chair (staring, 
amazed): And that's the wonder
ful news? That the two sides will 
be talking in close proximity to 
each other? 

REFLECTIONS OF/IN ISRAEL 

Israelis overseas are 'polls' apart 
Meretz party comes to mind), it 
would be understandable, albeit no 
less acceptable. But that a nation
alist-Zionist party such as the 
Likud is trying to do makes this 
almost inexplicable. Here's why. 

There are two forms of "Zion
ism." Zionism "lite" holds that 
Jews around the world can 
be strong supporters of Israel 
through moral encouragement, 
economic help and political 
pressure on their governments. 
Most of you readers fall into 
this category. Classical Zion
ism, on the other hand, felt that 
to be a true Zionist, one must 
move to Israel and physically 
be part of "settling the land" 
(though not necessarily in the 
narrow sense of farming, pio
neering, etc.). 

The quintessential expression 
of this attitude was Prime Min
ister David Ben-Gurion's (in) 
famous speech at Carnegie Hall 
to America's collective Jewish 
leadership. After addressing a 
packed house, Ben-Gurion took 
questions from the floor. "Mr. 
Prime Minister," asked a leading 
functionary, "what are Israel's top 
three national priorities?" 

He responded immediately: 
"The first priority is aliyah; our 
second priority is aliyah; and in 
third place - aliyah!" 

To put it mildly, the audience 

was not enthused with this reply, 
but it did express the classical 
Zionist point of view. 

If anything, the Revisionist/ 
Beitar/Herut camp (progenitors of 
today's Likud) was even more ada
mant on this issue. From there the 

DAVID BEN-GURION 

epithet "yored" that I noted in my 
last column: If you left the country, 
you were considered a "traitor" and 
certainly had no say in its future. 
Today, of course, they are not even 
considered "defectors" but ... 

To be sure, the issue of absentee 
balloting is not merely ideological. 
If overseas Israelis constitute more 
than 10 percent of the country's 
population, then this large number 

wwwjvhri.org 

will have a significant influence 
without responsibility. They could 
vote for parties and policies without 
having to bear the consequences of 
their choice: not serving and fight
ing in the Israel Defense Forces; 
not having to deal with terrorism, 
Katyushas (and in the future, per
haps even worse than that); not 
even having to pay sales, property 
and other non-income taxes. 

That's why Netanyahu's 
announcement was greeted with 
immediate criticism from both 
the left (Labor) and the right 
(SHAS). Indeed, his suggestion 
was perceived as pure, opportunis
tic politics at the expense of sacro
sanct ideology: the vast majority of 
Israeli citizens living overseas are 
right-wingers, itself a phenomenon 
worthy of pop psychology analysis, 
though not by me. So if Netanya
hu's election law revision did suc
ceed, the right-wing camp would 
stay in power almost in perpetuity. 

I might add that the present law 
does give Israeli citizens residing 
abroad the right to vote - as long 
as they are present in Israel on 
Election Day. And several thou
sand actually do so every election. 
While this might not be altogether 
"fair," at least they show enough 
commitment to spend $1,000 (give 
or take) on a round-trip ticket for 
the privilege of voting. Moreover, 
given that Israeli law offers signifi-

Teary lady: W ell, in proxim
ity. But it's the long awaited turn 
of events. 

Skeptic: Oy, the gullibility 
quotient rises exponentially. In 
2000, my dear lady, Arafat and 
Barak met in the same room with 
President Clinton and what did 
we get? Intifada II. Surely this is 
not the coming of the messianic 
age when the straws we grab are 
so flimsy. 

(General hubbub, hands flying, 
the sound of harrumphing is heard 
throughout the hall.) 

The Chair recognizes the Mes
siah. 

Messiah: Nu, am I late? What 
can I do for you? 

Lady with tears in her 
eyes: Bring peace between Israel 
and the long-suffering Palestin
ians. 

M essiah: Sure. Easy. Right 
after Josh Stein wins the Power
ball. 

Balding H istorian: 'Tis a con
summation devoutly to be wished. 

Josh Stein is a professor of his
tory at R oger Williams University. 
Contact him at jstein@rwu.edu. 

"lf overseas lsraelis 
constitute more 
than 1 O percent 
of the country's 

population, 
then this large 

number will have 
a significant 

influence without 
responsibility." 

cant financial incentives to "return
ing citizens" (after living overseas a 
mere two years), one can hardly say 
that the country turns its back on 
the "provisionally departed." 

In the final analysis, Z ion
ism asks only that Israeli citizens 
"vote with their feet" - not walk
ing around in diaspora but rather 
planted firmly on terra sancta. 

Professor Sam Lehman-Wilzig 
teaches at Bar-Ilan University in 
Israel. In 2008-09 he was Schus
terman Visiting Professor at Brown 
University. Visit his Web site, www. 
profslw.com. 
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A READER'S PERSPECTIVE 

What being a Jew means to me 
We are all one people making my decision to move. And 

in another "coincidence," I was 
BY PATRICIA RASK IN offered the opportunity to bring 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald my radio show to Rhode Island 
after I made just one cold call to a 1 HAVE HAD the oppor- radio station here. 

tunity to re-explore my In these last two years. I have 
Judaism during the past reconnected with my Jewish roots 
two years upon return- and Judaism with great interest, 

ing to my New England roots. enthusiasm and pride. I have joined 
My past has been an eclectic one. a synagogue and I attend many 
I was raised in the Reform move- events; I have become part of the 
ment with a focus on Jewish tradi- Jewish community. 
tion and customs. My father was a We are a people of great resil-
major force in the Jewish commu- ience, education, tenacity, dili-
nity and I have strong roots. gence, vibrancy, consciousness 

In my middle adult life, I spent and hope. As Jews, we are taught 
15 years in a beautiful coastal town that doing mitzvot, learning, and 
in North Carolina, where the near- belief and trust in God will guide 
est synagogue was 30 miles away. I us through our life's journey. Our 
lived in a Chris-

--------------- "tribe" is among 
tian world with the most resil-
a strong focus on "When God ient in the 
the Baptist and world and we 
Pentecostal tra- handed the Ten have survived 
ditions. I stayed ( d through it all. 
connected to my Omman mentS to We are such 

Judaism through Moses, He did not a strong and 
the synagogue, potent force 
and also through delineate sects of for good in the 
my parents, who world, and we 
had retired to Judaism." need to main-
Florida. My tain our unity 
father served as as Jews. I have 
the lay leader of come to see that is the details 
the Marco Island Jewish Center that can separate us. Sometimes I 
for 13 years, and my parents would feel annoyed when I am exposed 
drive to North Carolina to lead the to Jewish practices that I do not 
seders that I had planned in my understand, or I feel, based upon 
town. my personal value system, are 

Through it all, I maintained counterproductive. Whether or 
my strong Jewish identity and not we squeeze the tea bag on the 
yearned for my Jewish roots and Sabbath, shake hands with the 
to be among my people. So when opposite gender or cover our hair, 
I had the opportunity to return to we are all Jews. It is up to us as 
New England, be near my parents Jews to take it upon ourselves not 
who had relocated from Florida to to feel rejected or annoyed when 
live here at Tamarisk, and be with confronted with fellow Jews who 
my brother's family, I brought my do things differently in an effort to 
media work to this area. I followed uphold Jewish tradition. Feelings 
God's signs that were quite appar- of annoyance, or of being judged 
ent; I was able to sell my townhouse in these circumstances, are normal 
(in a recession) to my next-door human reactions. Jewish tradition, 
neighbor almost immediately after 

SURVEY: Results are encouraging 
From Page 1 

hard-working staff at 7he Voice 
& Herald. Here are some of the 
results: 

• 87 percent of the respondents 
have read the paper for five or more 
years 

• 93 percent rate the paper as 
valuable or very valuable 

• 80 percent read Jewish com
munity news; calendar entries, 
obituaries and our opinion pages 
were all tied with 70 percent read
ing those pages 

• 90 percent read two issues a 
month and 79 percent spend 15 or 
more minutes reading each issue 

• 85 percent receive the paper at 
home and the rest find it at their 
synagogue, coffee shop or else
where 

• 86 percent want the paper's 
publication schedule to continue 
"as is" - every two weeks 

• 68 percent of the survey respon
dents are female, 32 are male; and 
88 percent are 45 years of age or 
older 

• 39 percent are employed full
time, 36 percent are retired and 25 
percent are employed part-time 

• 80 percent of you have at least 
one person age 18 or younger living 
in your household 

• 50 percent of those who 
answered this question have annual 
household incomes of $90,000 or 
more. 

We'll have more information 
about the survey respondents' 
comments about 7heJewish Voice & 
Herald in an upcoming issue. 

In the meantime, we hope you 
enjoy reading this issue before 
you're overtaken by Passover prep
arations. 

however, teaches us that unity, 
and love of fellow Jews, require 
us to overcome these feelings. I 
believe that we need to take greater 
responsibility for our acceptance of 
each other. 

When God handed the Ten 
Commandments to Moses, He 
did not delineate sects of Judaism. 
Orthodox, Conservative, Reform 
and Reconsructionist came later -
much later. Judaism isn't just about 

ritual, rules and rites of passage. It 
is also about kindness, goodness, 
integrity, knowledge, respect and 
most of all, mitzvot. 

As I embrace my Judaism, I 
look forward to celebrating the 
great time of Passover. I am proud 
to be born and raised a Jew and I 
am most proud of my religion and 
heritage today. And when I give to 
my community as a whole, I always 
remember that I am giving as a Jew 

WASHINGTON WATCH 

- my mitzvot are as a Jew. What a 
great religion, tradition, heritage 
and culture we were born into. 

Thank you to my family for 
bringing me back to the Jewish 
community in Rhode Island, and 
most of all , to God. 

7he host of three radio shows that 
focus on positive living, Patricia 
Raskin is also a producer, speaker 
and author. Contact her at patricia@ 
patriciaraskin.com. 

It's not about settlements, 
stupid, it's about trust 

BY DOUCL,\S BLOOMFIELD 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his Inte
rior Minister Eli Y1shai 
did more to damage U.S.

Israel relations last week than all of 
Israel 's detractors around the world 
ever could when they decided it is 
more important to build 1,600 
houses in East Jerusalem than to 
have good relations with one house 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Poor prospects for peace? 
ment of creating the crisis, quickly 
reversed itself and joined the attack 
on the administration. 

Ambassador Michael Oren, a 
historian who should know better, 
called this the worst crisis since 
the 1975 "reassessment" by the 
Ford administration. He appar
ently hadn't heard about the 1992 
Shamir-Bush I-Baker imbroglio. 

Netanyahu's latest offensive is 
reminiscent of his efforts in the 
1990's against the Clinton admin
istration's peace policies, but this 
time he doesn't have a Republican
led Congress and Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. 

Biden, an Israel visitor for many 
years and strong supporter, went to 

going to be very anxious to visit. 
This dispute is not about settle

ments. Or even about rogue SHAS 
bureaucrats trying - successfully, 
it turns out - to derail a nascent 
peace process. It is about trust - a 
rapidly dissipating commodity. 

That's an old problem with 
Netanyahu. He did not enjoy a 
reservoir of trust going into this 
crisis, and it's not just with Obama, 
but also with a pair of former U.S. 
senators with staunch pro-Israel 
records, Hillary Clinton and 
Biden. 

He lost his premiership the last 
time - as did Yitzhak Shamir ear
lier - because Israeli voters lost 
confidence in his ability to handle 

It's hard to believe the timing of 
the announcement out of a min
istry run by the ultra-Orthodox 
SHAS party at the start of Vice 
President Joe Biden's make-love
to-Israel visit authorizing con
struction in the fervently 
religious Ramat Shlomo 
neighborhood was simply "The president hasn't he1ped 

his cause by fumbling his an "innocent" matter of 
poor timing, as Netan

relations with what a 
Jerusalem Post edito
rial called "the only real 
friend Israel has in the 
entire world." 

yahu and Yishai would 
have us think. 

The prime minister 
claims he was blindsided 
on what is obviously a very 
sensitive matter, if true, 
that raises a critical ques
tion: Who's in charge? If 
Y 1Shai is running a rogue 
operation and he still 

Mideast po1icy in his first year 
and not visiting lsrae1, where 
he bad1y needs to personally 
convince centrist lsraelis that 

The Jerusalem Post said 
his government looks 
"completely incompe
tent" and its top priority 
must be "rebuilding that 
trust." 

You don't do that by 
waging a lobbying cam
paign attacking the 
president of the United 
States. Hopefully 
Netanyahu won't try that 

he and his administration are 

has his job, then the first 
Israeli premier with an 
MBA is a mighty poor manager. 

Netanyahu, dismissing the inci
dent as "regrettable" and "inno
cent," apologized for the timing 
of the announcement but not its 
intent - building more housing 
for SHAS' constituents. Instead, 
he tried to pin the blame on the 
Obama administration, reportedly 
saying the crisis was "orchestrated" 
by Washington. He ordered a full
court-press to lobby the Congress, 
the media and Jewish leaders to 
force the administration to back 
down. 

AIPAC quickly fell in line, call
ing on the administration to "dif
fuse" the crisis. Not a word about 
how a good friend like Biden had 
been humiliated - a word used by 
both governments. The Anti-Def
amation League, which initially 
accused the Netanyahu govern-

wwwjvhri.org 

reliab1e friends." 

reassure Israelis publicly and pri
vately of the depth and strength 
of the administration's support, 
from the president on down, and 
to emphasize the shared commit
ment to keeping Iran from going 
nuclear. Under Obama, Biden 
told Israelis, the strategic relation
ship had been 'expanded - not 
maintained, expanded." 

Israeli media have reported over 
the past year that the prime min
ister's office has been a primary 
source of anti-Obama leaks. The 
president hasn't helped his cause 
by fumbling his Mideast policy in 
his first year and not visiting Israel, 
where he badly needs to personally 
convince centrist Israelis that he 
and his administration are reliable 
friends. That was part of Biden's 
mission, and if that's the way an 
old friend is treated, Obama is not 

when - and if- he comes to Wash
ington for next week's AIPAC 
conference. 

New York Times columnist Tom 
Friedman wrote that, ifNetanyahu 
thinks he can "embarrass your only 
true ally in the world, to satisfy 
some domestic political need, with 
no consequences," he has "lost total 
contact with reality." 

The only winners in this crisis 
are the rejectionists. 

The big losers are the Israeli 
and Palestinian people. Peace, if 
it every really had a chance, looks 
even more remote. 

Douglas M. Bloomfield, a former 
chief lobbyist for AIPAC, publishes a 
nationally syndicated column. Con
tact him at bloomfieldcolumn@gmai/. 
com. ©2010 Douglas M. Bloomfield 
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Our accomplishments 
are many 

W ILE THE c,J
ndar insists we 
ill have a few 
ays to go before 

we can officially say goodbye 
to winter, it's clear to me that 
spring is here. The weather is 
warmer, the snow is gone and 

Passover food 
has appeared 
on supermarket 
shelves. With 
the coming of 
the holiday, 
there's a feel
ing of hope and 
new energy in 
the air. 

Doris During the 
Feinberg pas1 several 

months, I've 
written in this space about how 
we are re- shaping our commu
nity to ens.ire its strength and 
stability in years to come. That 

A season of rebirth and growth 
work is ongoing, but it 's impor
tant to remember that our Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island 
QFRI ) and communit y agen
cies continue to accomplish great 
things right now. 

One of the most important 
investments we arc 

make Israel a very valuable stra
tegic partner for Rhode Island, 
the Community Relations 
Council (CRC) convened a day 
of technology and innovation 
that showcased Israeli exper
tise in environmental science, 

making in our future 
is in developing the 
next generation of 
leaders for our com
munity. This month 
we have a number of 
happenings that arc 
engaging community 
members of all ages 

"By making sure our 
lay leadership is well 

prepared, we are ensuring 
strong governance for the 

future." 
in Jewish life; some 
are particularly for 
young adults. 

H erc arc a few highlights: 
Israel 's reputation as a center of 
innovation in science and tech
nology is well deserved and 
growing. D id you know that, per 
capita, Israel is #1 in the world 
in availability of scientists and 
engineers, and #2 in patents? 
Recognizing that these qualities 

life science and communica
tions, and featured a talk by Vair 
Shiran, the Israel economic min
ister to North America. The day 
included events at Brown Uni
versity, the University of Rhode 
Island and Bryant University, 
and an evening forum attended 
by more than 70 business lead
ers, students and members of the 
press. 

welcoming home of their own on 
campus. This H illel center will 
serve as a central meeting point 
where Jewish students can come 
together to make new friends, 
celebrate Shabbat and other hol
idays, enjoy g reat meals or just 
hang out and have fun watching 
T V or playing games. Located in 
the refurbished and redesigned 
former AEPi Fraternity house, 
this 5,000 square foor statc· of· 
the-art facility is bright, inspir
ing and very welcoming. 

"The Network," involves young 
adults in the work of the )FRI 
and enhances their connections 
to Israel and the g reater Jewish 
community. This past weekend, 
the annual Signature Event was 
held at Hope Artiste Village in 
Pawtucket. h was a fun evening 
of music, dancing and cocktails 
that celebrated "joy+gratitude+ 
celebrat ion+lovc+philanthropy.~ 
This annual night out is a g reat 
way 10 meet other young Jewish 
adults and celebrate what they do 
for the Jewish world. 

and allocations process, financial 
resource development and solici
tation training, our connection 
to Jewish communities overseas 
and in Israel, and will connect 
with senior leadership as men
tors in our community. 

Then there is the Board Lead
ership Institute, an educational 
series created by JFRI for indi
viduals currently serving on 
boards or who would like to 
serve on boards in the future. 
This open series is designed to 
streng then board skills. Its first 
session on March 24 is about 
Jewish leadership.· By making 
sure our lay leadership is well 
prepared, we are ensuring strong 
governance for the future. (See 
sidebar, at bottom left, for more 
information.) 

Federation establishes Board 
Leadership Institute 

It was a great day for the Uni· 
versiry of Rhode Island and all of 
us when, on March 7, the doors of 
the new Norman M. Fain H illel 
Center on the Kingston campus 
were thrown open. With major 
support from many of our com· 
munity philanthropists as well 
as the JFRI, URl's Jewish stu· 
dents now have a beautiful and 

It takes more than social 
events, though, to prepare a gen
eration of leadership of the cali
ber we need. The Network has 
identified 12 constituents from 
throughout Rhode Island to par
ticipate in a leadership and train
ing program created by JFRI. 
They will learn about our Jewish 
community and J FRI with par· 
ticular focus on the planning 

Years ago, one of my mentors 
told me that my first job as a lay 
leader was to find my replace
ment. Our young leaders are 
involved in our community and 
they have many opportunities to 
develop their leadership skills. 
That makes me feel so good 
about our futu re. One day, one of 
today's young leaders may even 
be writing this column! 

There is so much to celebrate 
at this season of rebirth and 
g rowth. For you, for the Rhode 
Island Jewish community, and 
for all the Jewish people, I wish a 
joyous and meaningful Passover. 

Educational series 
for leaders, future 

leaders starts 
March24 

8, B t,·11 8 111t:11 

Bbrier@JFRJ.org 

THE BOARD Lead
ership Institute cur
riculum is designed to 

develop and enhance leadership 
skills of individuals currently 
serving on boards, and those 
who would like to serve on 
boards in the future. All are 
welcome to join this effort to 
strengthen 1he greater Rhode 
Island Jewish community. 

Schedule 

Jewish Leadership/ 
Followship 

March24,7p.m. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

FACILITATOR: Rabbi 
Mordechai Rackover, rabbi 
of Brown-RISD Hillel and 
the associate university 
chaplainforJewishlifeat 
Brown University 

Volunteer/Professional 
Relations hips 

April 8, 7p.m. 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence 

3 Shalom Drive, Warwick 

FACILITATOR: Robert 
Stolzman,presidentof 
Camp JORI board 

I'm on the Board .. Now 
What? 

May 13, 7p.m. 

Temple Habonim 

165 New Meadow Rd., Bar
rington 

FACILITATORS: Doris 
Feinberg, president of the 
J FRI board, and Stephen 
Silberfarb, executive vice 
president and CEO ofJFRI 

Leading for Transformation 

June15,7p.m. 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island 

401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

SPECIAL GUEST: Dr. Erica 
Brown, scholar-in•res· 
idenceforTheJewish 
Federation of Greater 
Washingtonanditsmanag· 
ing director for education 
and leadership 

For additional infarmalirm, 
conlo<I Btth Brier, 421- 4111, txt. 
223, or bbrier@JFRl.org. 

FIRST ANNUAL 

JCCRI 
KOSHER 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 

CALLING 
ALL TEAMS! 

Don't Miss Out ... 
Have Fun and Support 

the JCCRI ... 

Create a 

RI Kosher Chili 
Cook-Off Team! 

Only 25 team spots available! Equipment and kosher meat 
provided ... just dish up your best chili recipe! 

For team registration and more information, visit 
www.rikosherchilicookoff.com 

All proceeds benefit the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

wwwjvhri.org 

The JCCRI is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

E~ 
'NWW-fri. 
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Let all who are hungry come and eat 
PROVIDENCE - As the Pass
over tradition tells us, "Let all 
who are hungry come and eat." 
This season, your support of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRI) will help our part
ners at Hillel provide Passover 
seder meals to college students 
away from home, enabling them 
to celebrate with their friends 
and have a meaningful Passover. 

Your donation will also help 
our partners at The Full Plate, 
Rhode Island's kosher food 
pantry that feeds those here in 
Rhode Island who are facing 
most severe of economic condi-

tions - they have already begun 
stocking up on kosher-for-Pass
over food items. 

Together, we will feed seniors 
in Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union who subsist 
on meager state pensions, and 
for whom our food packages and 
medicine literally allow them to 
live. Our partners at the Joint 
Distribution Committee are 
experts in providing these ser
vices. 

It's not coincidental that $18 
provides a seder for a student, a 
meal for someone suffering here 
in Rhode Island or a food pack-

age in Eastern Europe - all three 
provide life in some way to those 
in our community. 

This Passover, please consider 
making a gift online at www. 
JFRI.org and sponsor one, two, 
three or however many meals you 
can. You can even make a trib
ute donation to honor a friend 
or loved one. At your seder this 
year, when you say, "Let all who 
are hungry come and eat," you 
will know that you helped make 
that happen this year for count
less Jews around the world. 

wwwjvhri.org 

COMMUNITY 
AsKWENDY 

A multitude of volunteer 
opportunities 

Individuals of all ages 
can be of service 

S halom Rhode 
Island, 

In previous col
umns I have written 

about the importance of vol
unteerism. I have explained that 
volunteerism does not mean that 
you have to be at the same place, 
at the same time on a weekly basis, 
but it may mean that you commit 
to once or maybe twice a month. 

Volunteering is meant to make 
the volunteer happy - just as much 
as the person or service you are vol
unteering for. Without the amaz
ing energy, talent and time that the 
volunteers of the Jewish Commu
nity in Rhode Island give, where 
would we be today? 

Here are only some of the 
opportunities that are available 
now. Please contact me if you have 
interest in any of these. I would 
love to hear from you! 

Pick a passion and make a dif
ference. 

Volunteer positions available 
Jewish Eldercare of RI To Life 

Center 
• Assist with clerical work 
• Spanish-speaking man to have 

a men's group with the gentlemen 
there 

• English-speaking men to facil
itate a men's group 

• People with any of these skills 
- music, art, sewing, quilting, yoga 
or storytelling - to help facilitate 
activities in those areas. 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
Kosher food pantry drivers 
• Mishpa-Chaver Program - The 

goal of the M ishpa-Chaver pro
gram is to establish a network of 
family visitors to nursing home and 
assisted living facilities. Interested 
families will be offered training 
classes and activities designed for 
adults, as well as children. 

Jewish Family Service 
• Help with Constant Contact, 

mailings, administrative work 
• Lifeline - cleaning machines 

when they are returned 
• Help deliver Meals on W heels 
• Serve meals at the meal sites for 

Meals on Wheels 
The Met Sch;ol 
• Tutor high school students in a 

variety of subjects 
• Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 

Assisted Living 
• Man or men to facilitate a 

Men's Club 
• Lead Shabbat services on 

Friday evenings 
• W oman or women to facilitate 

a book club with the residents 
• A facilitator for regular card 

games that the residents have on 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 - 8 
p.m. 

Wendy j oering, the community 
concierge, can be reached at wjoer
ing@JFRI.org or 421-4111, ext. 169. 

Feinstein awards $63,147 to 
Jewish Community Day School 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Day School of Rhode 
Island OCDS-RI) announced 
that, by participating in the Fein
stein Campaign to Fight Hunger, 
it received $63,147 from Alan 
Shawn Feinstein. Of that amount, 
$53,147 matches the funds that 
the school raised to fight hunger; 
the remaining amount - Sl0,000 
- is awarded to JCDS-RI as the 
elementary school that raised tl1e 
most money for the campaign. 

The JCDS-RI thanks the stu
dents, parents, teachers, Board 
members and greater community 

for their support in donating to 
the Feinstein Campaign to Fight 
Hunger, and Feinstein, for his 
commitment to the school and the 
larger Rhode Island community. 

Funds will allow JCDS-RI 
to continue to offer general and 
Judaic studies/ Hebrew curriculum 
with small classes and individual 
instruction, and creative music and 
arts classes. 

1hejewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

li 
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PJ Library hosts tea with American Girl™ author 
Bv N1COLE KATZMAN 

nkatzman@bjeri.org 

ANS OF THE 
American Girl™ doll 

nd book series are in 
or a treat. On Sunday, 

April 25, the PJ Library is host
ing a tea with author Jacqueline 
Dembar Greene, who has written 
six books about the newest Ameri
can Girl doll , Rebecca Rubin. 

History serves as a backdrop in 
Greene's books, and allows readers 
to step into a new world - and feel 
at home. In developing the series 
about Rebecca, a young Jewish girl 
growing up with her immigrant 
family in the melting pot of New 
York City in 1914, Greene drew 
on her own family history. "One 
of my favorite aspects of writing is 
imagining what it would be like to 
live in other times," Greene says. 

"Although Rebecca is American
born, her parents, grandparents, 
and cousins all came through Ellis 
Island - just as my own gra ndpar
ents did long ago." She will give a 
talk about the Rebecca book series 
and how they were written. 

Sydney Taylor H onor Book and an 
American Booksellers "Pick of the 
Lists." 

• Nathan's Hanukkah Bargain, 
a picture book about a young boy 
in search of his own H anukkah 
menorah. 

• David's Star, a short story in 
the National Jewish Book Award
winning anthology With All My 
Heart, With AI/My Mind. 

Pf Library is a program if the 
Bureau if Jewish Education if Rhode 
Island and the Jewish Federation if 
Rhode Island. 

Event details: 
American Girln,1 Tea 

Party with author Jacqueline 
D embar Greene on Sunday, 
April 25 at 1 p.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island QCCRI), 
40 Elmgrove Ave., in Provi
dence. 

There is a program fee 
of $18 per adult and $9 per 
child. The event is best suited 
for children 8 and older, and 
will include tea and snacks, a 
craft project, and a raffie for 
a Rebecca doll. Books will 
be available for purchase 
and Greene will autograph 
books, newly purchased or 
already well read. 

Greene is an award-winning 
author of more than 30 books and 
stories for young readers. In addi
tion to her American Girl™ series, 
some of her notable books of fic
tion include: 

• Butchers and Bakers, Rabbis and 
Kings, a picture book set in Spain 
in the 1100s; a finali st for the 
National Jewish Book Award. 

Greene has also written many 
non-fiction titles for children, 
including the recent Fire at the 
Triangle Factory, about the tragic 
shirtwaist factory fire in New York 
City in 1911 and 1he 2001 World 
Trade Center Attack. Two of her 
books about Native Americans, 
1he Tohono O'odham and Powwow: 

AMERICAN GIRL DOLL Rebecca Rubin 

RSVP to Nicole Katzman, 
Pf Library director, at 331-
0956, ext. 180 or nkatzman@ 
bjeri.org. 1he]CCRI will offer 
a program for fans if sports in 
the gym during the American 
Girl program. 

• Out if Many Waters, a historical 
novel about the first Jewish settle
ment in America. The novel was 
a Sydney Taylor Honor Book, a 
New York Libraries "Book for the 
Teen Age," and garnered a New 
York Times featured book review. 

• One Foot Ashore, a companion 
to Out if Many Waters. Named a 

A Good Day to Dance, are illus
trated with Greene's original pho-

tographs. 
Greene, who grew up in the 

rural town of Bloomfield, Conn., 
received a B.A. in French litera
ture from the University of Con
necticut with honors. She earned a 
M.A. degree in English literature 
from Central Missouri University 
with special distinction. Follow
ing a brief career teaching French, 

Jewish Unity at Providence Renaissance 
MOSHE GOLDEN, YONI PEARLMAN AND MICHAEL PIMENTHAL at the Kollel's Jewish Unity Live 

on Sunday, March 7, at the Providence Renaissance Hotel. 

"More worthy is he who gives a loan than he who gives charity" 

Happy and Healthy Passover 
From the Officers and Board of Directors 

~outb .ll}robtbence J!,ebre\D jfree JLoan ~ssodatton 
ORGANIZED MARCH 5, 1905 

400 l&cll'crboir ~bcnuc, ~ uitc 1!.1!.-;JQ 
~robibcncc, :llUl 02907 

401-781-1949 

wwwjvhri.org 

she worked as a journalist for 
several Boston area newspapers. 
She began her career writing for 
children with several stories and 
poems before turning to longer 
fiction and nonfiction works. 
Currently a resident of Wayland, 
Mass., she is married and has two 
grown sons. 

We work from sunrise ro sunset ro make your 
financial dreams a reality. 

Call for an appointment. 401-738-7776. 

llHalperin & Lax, LLC 
Excellence in Financial Services 

3616 Post Road• 401 .738.7776 

Lawrence M. Halperin, RFC Ryan Alan Lax 

Rii!gish.:rcd Hcprcscntntivcs of and Securities and ln,•e-.tmcm Ad\ isor: Sen icc!l
offered through ll01ncr. Town~nd and Kem, Inc . {lrl K Regi stered lmcsun..:nt 
Advisor. Member FIN RAIS/PC I lulpi!rin and La.,. LLC is independent of I 11 K 

420 South Wushinglon Strccl. North Attleboro. MA 02760 (508-699-7366) 

AOJC-0218-02 
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Friday 
March19 
Joint Reform Shabbat Service 
Temple Habonim hosts 
Rhode Island's three Reform 
congregations, with guest Rabbi 
Norman Cohen. 

Temple Habonim, 
165 New Meadow Rd., Barrington 

7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

Saturday 
March20 
Rabbi Norman Cohen is the 
Scholar in Residence at 
Habonim 
Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Rd., Barrington 

J0:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Marjorie at 245-6536 
or Marjorie@templehabonim. 
org 

AIDS Seder of Hope 
The 16th annual Seder of Hope 
honors two AIDS leaders, 
full seder meal, music and 
entertainment. 

Meeting Hall, Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

6p.m. 

$25 

RSVP: Gail Putnam at 421-4111 
ext 158 

Sunday 
March21 
Holocaust Through the Arts 
"Secrets of the Dead: Escape 
from Auschwitz" with the film's 
executive producer, Jared 
Lipworth. 

Showcase Cinema, 1200 Quaker 
Lane, East Greenwich 

10a.m. 

MORE INFO: 453-7860 or 
mzeidman@hercri.org 

Aquidneck Island film Series 
"lime of Favor" ("HaHesder"), 
Hebrew with English subtitles. 

Middletown Public Library, 700 
West Main Road, Middletown 

1 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 846-3318 

Model Matzah Bakery 
Workshop 
Hands-on family workshop, 
participants learn the history and 
art of matzah baking. 

South Foxboro Community Center, 
382 South St., Foxboro, MA 

2p.m. 

S7 at the door or $6 early bird Web 

site discount. 

MORE INFO: 508-339-8767 or 
www.jewishmansfield.com 

film festival at Temple Beth
El 
"Making Trouble," a documentary 
about Molly Picon, Fanny Brice, 
Sophie Tucker, Joan Rivers, Gilda 
Radner and Wendy Wasserstein. 

Silverstein Meeting Hall, Temple 
Beth-El, 90 Orchard Ave., 
Providence 

2p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Seder for Interfaith Community 
Congregation Agudas Achim, 901 
North Main St., Attleboro, Mass 

3p.m. 

MORE INFO: 508-222-2243 

PJ Library Story Time 
Children may dress in their 
pajamas; kosher snacks. 

Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road, Barrington 

3- 4:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Nicole Katzman 
at 331 -0956, ext. 180 or 
nkatzman@bjeri .org 

Richie Havens Concert 
Temple Tora! Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

7 p.m. 

Cost: $35 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Monday 
March22 
JERI March Satellite Hours 
Susan Adler and Ethan Adler will 
explore "Spring Training - Let's 
Get Our Winter Minds in Shape." 

Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main 
Rd., Tiverton 

10-11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 351-4750 

The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association 
Presentation on customized 
cancer care. 

Sopkin Auditorium, The Miriam 
Hospital, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence, 

11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 793-2520 or 
mferreira@lifespan.org 

Self-Defense Class with 
Temple Sinai Sisterhood 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 

7:30 p.m. 

$10 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

Tuesday 
March23 
Class on Maimonides 
Rabbi Peter Ste in leads a series 
of classes on "Artic les of Fa ith 
- Maimonides and the Jews of 
Spain. " 

Temple Sina i, '30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 10 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

Pre-Passover Workshop 
Tools for novel and educational 
seders, fun "Four Questions" 
activities, foreign chants, musical 
parodies, themed seders, and 
other traditions will be discussed 
and taught. 

Temple Ema nu-El , 99 Taft Ave ., 
Providence 

7- 8p.m. 

MORE INFO: happenings@teprov. 
org. 

Thursday 
March25 
JERI March Satellite Hours 
See March 22 JERI entry 
Congregation B'nai Israel , 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket 
2 - 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 351-4750 

Seeds of Peace 
Seeds of Peace speakers 
discuss educating young people 
from regions of conflict around 
the world for coexistence and 
communication. Followed by 
wine and cheese reception. 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 
7-9 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, www.jccri. 
org or henrymayer@me.com 

Friday 
March26 
Yiddish Shmoozers 
JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence 
9:30 - 11 :30 a.m 

MORE INFO: 861-8800 

Senior Cafe at Temple Torat 
Yisrael with former Senator 
Lincoln Chafee 
Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Ave, 
Cranston 
11:15 a.m.- Program; Noon 
Lunch 
$3 suggested lunch donation for 
disabled and those 60+ 
More info: Steve Tragar at 781-
1771 
Senior Cafe meets Mondays 

wwwjvhri.org 

through Fridays atTemple Tora! 
Yisrae l 

Senior Cafe at JCCRI with 
violinist Hagop Anmahian 
JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave, 
Providence 
Noon - Lunch, 12:45 p.m. -
Program 
$3 suggested lunch donation fo r 
di sabled and those 60+ 

MORE INFO: Neal Drobnis or Lucy 
. Flam at 861 -8800, ext. 107 

MORE INFO: Steve Tragar at 
781 -1771 
Senior Cafe meets 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 
the JCCRI 

South County Hebrew School 
Dinner and family Service 
For grades pre-K thru 3 
375 Kingstown Rd ., Narragansett 
6 p.m. - Dinner; 7:30 p.m. -
Service 

MORE INFO: Ethan Adler at 486-
0110 

Saturday 
March27 
Family First Shabbat Morning 
Service and Lunch 
Rabbi Joel Seltzer leads 
interactive service for families of 
all ages, lunch follows. 
Fisbe in Chapel, Temple Emanu-EI, 
99 Taft Ave ., Providence 
10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: jseltzer@teprov.org 

Temple Beth-El Comedy Night 
"Welcome Spring" features 
Charlie Hall and the Ocean 
State Follies, includes a roasted 
chicken or broiled scrod dinner 
Hillside Country Club, 82 Hillside 
Ave., Rehoboth, Mass. 
7:30 p.m. 
$40; proceeds benefit the 
Brotherhood Scholarship Fund 

Reservations: Hillside Country 
Club at 508-252-9761 

Adult Game and Martini Night 
Congregation Agudas Ac him, 901 
North Main St., Attleboro, Mass. 
7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Elyse Bankert at 
508-761-6283 or jeffandelyse@ 
verizon.net. 

Monday 
March29 
URI Seder 
The Hillel Foundation Seder 
is open to students and non
students. Reservations required 
by March 19 
Norman M. Fain Hillel Center, 6 
Fraternity Circle, Kingston 
6:30 p.m. 
$15 for URI students on a dining 
plan, $18 for other students, $25 

for non-students 

MORE INFO: 874-2740 or Hillel@ 
urihillel.org 

Tuesday 
March30 
Am David's Community Pass
over Second Night Seder 

Seder plate for each 
table. Kosher catering 
by Accounting For 
Taste. Reservations deadline is 
March 23 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., 
Warwick 
6 p.m. 
$40/adult, $25/child (12 and 
under); family tables available 

MORE INFO: cantorrick@ 
templeamdavid.org 

Community Seder 
Congregation Agudas Ac him, 901 
North Main St., Attleboro, Mass. 
6 p.m. 
$15/adult (13 and up); $10/child (5-
12). Under 5/free . Non-members 
$18/adult; $12/child 

MORE INFO: 508-222-2243 

Sunday 
April 4 
A Taste of Torah 
An introduction to Judaism and 
Jewish learning, an explanation 
of tradition and opportunities for 
questions. 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston 
9 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

See Page 28 for 
Calendar of 

Pesah Services 

The Voice & Herald 
welcomes calendar 

submissions 

Calendar entries, which 
may be edited for content, 
length and relevance, 
must be submitted two 
weeks PRIOR to issue date 
of the publication. For 
example, calendar entries 
for our April 2 issue must 
be received by March 22. 
Send to volceheraldOjfrl. 
org (ATTENTION: Calen
dar) or by mall, The Voice 
& Herald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906. 
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Shaking black hands 
Peering into 
black souls 

BY WILLIAM MILES 

BACK IN THE New 
York City subways, 
after two years in Niger, 
blacks no longer looked 

the same. 
Before the Peace Corps, strap

hangers of another color were 
invisible at best. Not that one made 
much eye contact with anybody, 
of any color, in the trains beneath 
Manhattan, but if there was one 
category of person that in my pre
African life I had unconsciously 
learned not to be caught staring at, 
not even to think about, it was the 
young black male. 

mean anything to me. 
All of a sudden - all of a returned 

Peace Corps volunteer sudden - I 
became really curious about what 
ordinary, subway-riding blacks 
thought about their ancestry. 

Rumbling together in the !RT, 
each of these sons of Africa abso
lutely intrigued me. Which part 
of the continent did his forebears 
come from? Did he ever think 
about them? Did he ever wonder if 
his ancestors were from the coast or 
from the savanna, if they'd spoken 
Swahili or Hausa? Did such names 
even mean anything to him? Did 
he ever really ponder the enormity, 
as I was now doing for the first 
time, of the path that began in the 
vastness of Africa and ended in the 
congestion of Harlem? 

lpeacecorpsonline.org 

"Knowing even 
one language in 

the rich Amharic
to-Zulu repertoire 

Africanizes the 
mind more than 

any ideology that 
elevates skin color." 

William Miles, a professor at 
Northeastern University and an 
author, served as a Peace Corps vol
unteer in Niger from 1977 to 1979. 
Contact him at b.miles@neu.edu. 

As with most white kids from 
the suburbs, slavery had always 

I yearned to make contact with 
these black men. I wanted to say 
to them, "I know where you come 
from. In fact, I've just lived there, 

CHILDREN IN NIGER, AFRICA 

Miles' This I Believe essay aired 
on WRNI on Aug. 1, 2007. This 
I Believe is produced locally for 
National Public Radio's WRNI by 
R ick R eamer. Reprinted with per
mission of WRNI and This I Believe. 

been a remote con
cern for me, a forgot
ten Civil War unit 
embedded in a high 
school history lesson. 
But now, as if for the 
first time, I was wit
nessing its legacy. 
The men riding this 
underground train 
wagon were, of 

lieve 
course, the descen- '----------------~ 
dants of African 
slaves. Anyone with the slightest 
historical consciousness knew that. 
But only now did that abstract fact 

with your cousins." Yet I also knew 
how absurd and unwelcome that 
would sound. 

Holding my tongue drove me to 

RIDING THE NEW YORK SUBWAY 

an even more preposterous thought 
- that I , despite my white skin, was 
more African than they! For sure, 
it was a small slice of Africa that 
I could claim, but it was a slice I 
knew intimately. Peace Corps had 
trained me to learn, think, and live 
in an African language. Know
ing even one language in the rich 
Amharic-to-Zulu repertoire Afri
canizes the mind more than any 
ideology that elevates skin color. 

Overcoming reverse culture 
shock, I quelled my subway urge 
to initiate unsolicited "interracial 
dialogue." But a quarter of a cen-

"More worthy is he who gives a loan than h e w ho gives charity" 

Happy and Healthy Passover 
From the Officers and Board of Directors 
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tury after Peace Corps in Africa, 
I still catch myself moving to lock 
hands with every black man I 
meet. It is a holdover conditioning 
from a world in which you always 
acknowledge a man's existence by 
shaking his hand. 

It took two years in Africa to 
learn this most basic lesson in con
ferring dignity and respect. But -
and this I believe -there is no more 
direct way to bridge the unavoid
able space of uncertainty between 
any two strangers, of any color, in 
our big, wide universe. 

Editor's N ote: Have y ou - a Jewish 
resident of R hode Island or southeast
ern Massachusetts - read your 1his 
I Believe essay for WRNI? If you'd 
like to submit it to The Jewish Voice 
& H erald for publication, email 
nkirsch@JFRI.org with I BELIEVE 
in subject line or mail your essay to 
Nancy K irsch, The Jewish Voice 
& H erald, 130 Sessions St., Provi
dence, RI 02906. 

Best Wishes For A 
Joyous Passover 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 
538 ROBESON STREET, FALL RIVER, MASS 02720 

Benefits of Living at the 
,....-=~-----,----, Fall River Jewish Home 

Friendly Family- like 
Atmosphere 
Religious Services 
Small Enough to Make a 
Difference 
Smoke-free 
Environment 
24-how· Skilled Care 
Rehabilitative Therapy 
Programs & Staff on Site 
Intravenous Therapies 
Close to Hospitals & 
Medical Arts Centers 
Respite Care Available 

For more information or to arrange for 
a personal tour of our home, 
call Beverly Noiseux. LCSW 

508-679-6172 

Conveniently located only 
20 minutes from Providence 
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A conversation with David Makovsky and Ghaith al-Omari 

A Jew and a Project on the Middle East Peace 
Process at the Washington Institute 

Palestinian urge calm for Near East Policy, Makovsky is 
J d. the former executive editor of the 

Un{,{,erstan zng Jerusalem Post and was diplomatic 

Bv EntAN HAMM EHMAN 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

ON WEDNESDAY, 
March 10, a large 
group of students and 
concerned citizens 

descended on MacMillan Hall at 
Brown University to hear inside 
perspectives on the Israel-Palestine 
conflict and get a pulse of the cur
rent climate in the precarious area. 
Sponsored by the Program in 
Judaic Studies, Middle East Stud
ies, Common Ground: Justice and 
Equality in Palestine/ Israel, Puzzle 
Peace, Brown Students for Israel 
and Israel on Campus Coalition, 
the event was titled, "A Conversa
tion with David Makovsky and 
Ghaith al-Omari, Israel and Pales
tine: Stalemate and the Possibilty of 
Peace." Both panelists agreed on the 
most important points, and intended 
to send a message: peace, in the end, 
needs to conquer prejudice. 

The two men in question are both 
known for their work regarding 
the Israel-Palestine conflict. David 
Makovsky is an advocate who has 
worked quite closely with Dennis 
Ross, the current Middle East liai
son to the Obama administration, in 
trying to evolve a stronger, speedier 
peace process between the Israeli 
and Palestinian leadership in the 
M iddle East. The Ziegler Distin
guished Fellow and Director of The 

correspondent for Israel's leading 
daily Haaretz. 

His opposite number, Ghaith al
Omari, has experience in the peace 
negotiation process as a represen
tative of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in past talks, and cur
rently serves as the advocacy direc
tor of the American Task Force on 
Palestine. Earlier, he served in vari
ous positions within the Palestinian 
Authority, including as the direc
tor of the International Relations 
Department in the Office of the 
Palestinian President, and advisor to 
former Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

The discussion was moderated 
by Brown University's Director of 
Judaic Studies, David Jacobson, 
and the questions that the panelists 
answered were submitted by pro
Israel and pro-Palestine groups on 
Brown University's campus. 

The evening was dedicated to the 
memory of Avi Schaefer, an Israeli 
Defense Force veteran and Brown 
University freshman who was killed 
when an allegedly drunk driver hit 
Schaefer, a pedestrian, on Feb. 12, 
near the Brown campus. Through
out his short six months on Brown's 
campus, Schaefer, 21 at the time of 
his death, was a tireless advocate for 
peace between Israel and Palestine. 
Prefacing this event, Makovsky and 
al-Omari both recognized Schae
fer's contributions. 

DAVID MAKOVS KY 

"It is an honor to be here today," 
said al-Omari. "It seems that Avi 
was an advocate for peace, as are we 
all." 

Both speakers admitted that their 
allegiances could not blind them to 

sible intervention by outside forces 
have hindered Israel's ultimate goal 
of peace. 

"[The Americans] raised the bar 
high on the settlement issue, which 
was counterproductive," Makovsky 

"While it's very trendy to be negative 
about the Middle East, there is actually 
some good news. We've seen that the 

differences are bridgeable if there 
is a proper focus ." 

the fact that both sides had made 
mistakes in the past. Al-Omari 
mentioned that there has yet to be 
a Palestinian leader who has taken 
responsibility for the situation, 
while Makovsky said that the lack 
of a charismatic leader and irrespon-

said. "By setting the bar too high, 
we lost both sides. We lost the 
Israeli public and we lost [Palestin
ian Authority President Mahmoud] 
Abbas." 

Despite these detriments, both 
think that peace could be achieved. 

• 
CAMPlQ!!!EN'S POND 

They agreed that American assis
tance would need to be essential in 
creating any resolution due to the 
danger of radical opposition for the 
delicate peace process. This prob
lem is much more difficult for the 
Palestinians considering Hamas, a 
recognized terrorist organization, 
calls for the destruction of Israel in 
its charter, and has yet to back down 
from international pressure to be 
more accepting of the state. Still, as 
both men said, this problem is not 
quite as widespread as those outside 
the conflict think it is. 

"Hamas is consistently down 
in public opinion polls, almost 20 
points down," said al-Omari. "After 
10 years of active conflict, Palestin
ians have no appetite for more vio
lence. Once there is a vibrant peace 
process, they'll (Hamas) have to 
face a choice: either join the train 
or explain to their public why there 
isn't a Palestinian state." 

The Israel-Palestine conflict is 
constantly evolving and shifting as 
situations change. However, with 
the call to moderation issued by 
both men from different sides of the 
chasm, it seems that there is hope 
for peace. 

"While it's very trendy to be nega
tive about the Middle East, there is 
actually some good news out there," 
said Makovsky. "I think we've seen 
that the differences are bridgeable if 
there is a proper focus." 

Brown University student Ethan 
Hammerman, the political affeirs coor
dinator for Brown Students for Israel, 
did not organize this particular event. 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 

Wishing you 

HAePINESS, 

• Two week sessions starting 
June 29 through August 17 

• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
Spirited family style 
meals in our dining hall 

• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 
Ropes Challenge Course 

• Shabbot Experience 
FOR REGISTRARON INFORMARON CONTACT: - · . , 
CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI ~ 
CALL: 401 -463-3170 _ ~ . 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 

wwwjvhri.org 



ISRAEL 

A heaven-sent 
marriage conducted 

in Jerusalem 
Bv DANIEL STIEGLITZ 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald JUST ABOUT EVERY aspect 
of my life in Israel has been a 
personal adventure into undis
covered territory. Now, after 

months of planning and prepara
tion I have finally begun the latest 
chapter of my life in Israel and, 

more impor
tantly, my life as 
a married man. 

On Feb. 15, I 
shed my bach
elorhood and 
was overjoyed to 
stand under the 
huppah with my 
new wife, Ruth. 

It is one's obli
gation to make 
sure a bride and 

groom feel like a queen and king 
on the day of their wedding. Now, 
having seen this custom 
observed through my 
own eyes as a groom, 
I have a better under
standing as to what it 
means to feel joy on your 
wedding day. So much 
so, that the entire wed
ding far surpassed even 
my greatest expecta
tions. 

For one thing, there 
were the people that 
came to celebrate this 
joyous event with us. In 
attendance were repre
sentatives from every 
aspect of our respective 
lives, including people I 
grew up with in Provi
dence, friends I studied 
with in yeshiva and col
lege, friends from my 
time in New York, former jobs, 
ulpan and the army, as well as Ruth's 
guests. Most important of those in 
attendance were family members 
- our mothers, fathers, brothers, 
sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins, and 
Ruth's grandmother. Sometimes 
s'mahhot (joyous occasions) can be 
few and far apart, and having all of 
these people there truly enhanced 
our own simhah. 

There was also the joy and honor 
of having our wedding in the holi
est city in the world for Jews - Jeru
salem. It is a custom for the bride 
and groom to face the direction of 
the Temple Mount while stand
ing under the huppah. There was 
an added level of poignancy to this 
custom since, being in Jerusalem, 
our wedding took place within 
a one-hour walk of the Temple 
Mount. Triangulating its exact 
position was as simple as standing 
parallel to the street our huppah 
was located next to, since that 
road leads directly to the Old City. 
That, and the unseasonably warm 
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New life, • new experience 
weather that permitted a last-min
ute change to putting the huppah 
outside, allowed us to truly feel the 
added level of spirituality of having 
the ceremony in Jerusalem. 

In addition to these and so many 
other blessings that enhanced my 
personal level of joy at the wedding, 
the culmination of the events of 
my life led to me standing with my 
bride under the huppah. They say 
that this is the holiest moment of 
a Jew's life; a moment where one is 
closer to God then ever before. 

Everything, from Ruth walking 
around me seven times (a custom 
which has several explanations, 
including helping to unite our 
souls), to the breaking of the glass 
(to commemorate the destruction 
of the Holy Temple), to the sheva 
b'rakhot (seven blessings), intensi
fied a moment that harnessed all 
of the joy and happiness shared by 
our families and friends and us. I 
said goodbye to the bachelor aspect 
of my life, and wholeheartedly 
embraced the next great adventure. 

Now, Ruth and I are living in 
Efrat, a town located 20 minutes 

RUTH and DANI 
/Shmuel Diamond 

outside of Jerusalem, about half
way between there and Hebron. In 
addition to beginning to build our 
lives together, we are also integrat
ing ourselves into our new com
munity. This task has not been very 
difficult. In addition to old friends 
helping us feel comfortable in our 
new home, complete strangers have 
also called to welcome us to the 
community and ask how they can 
help make our transition a smooth 
one. Though we've both lived in 
Israel for several years already, this 
is just the first step in building our 
lives together in the Land oflsrael. 
Alone, my life here has been full of 
meaningful adventures and experi
ences, and I'm sure that, together 
with Ruth, the best is yet to come. 

Daniel Stieglitz made aliyah to 
Israel in July 2007. He currently lives 
in Efrat with his wife, and is study
ing in the Shaindy Rudojf Masters 
Program in Creative Writing at Bar-
I/an University. He can be reached at 
dstieglitz@gmail.com. 

/ Shmuel Diamond 

FILLED WITH JOY, the happy fami lies celebrate. 

Two is Better 
than One ... 

When making decisions about your care, you want choices - and EPOCH on the 
East Side and EPOCH on Blackstone Boulevard give you two communities to 

choose from! 

EPOCH offers you the fo.11 spectrum of healthcare and lifestyle options in the 

charming, historic neighborhood of Providence that you've grown to love! 

• Assisted Living • Memory Care • Short-Term Rehabilitation 

• Skilled Nursing • Respite • On-Site Fitness Center 

Join Us for an OPEN HOUSE at BOTH LOCATIONS 

Saturday, April 10 • 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Call today for more information or to schedule a personal visit. 

~ 
IE:POCH® 

SENIOR L I V I N G 
on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Providence, lU 

401-273-6565 

~ 
IE:POCH® 

ASSISTED LIVING 
on the East Side 

Next to Eastside Marketplace 
One Butler Avenue 

www.epochsl.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Hit a home run 

Author Steve Krasner 
has ideas aplenty 

BY VOICE & HEHALD STAFF 

voiceherald@JFRI.org T HE WEATHER, 
the calendar and 
baseball aficiona
dos all indicate that 

spring training is in fu ll swing. 
As such, it 's an ideal time to 
meet Steve Krasner, author of 
Play Ball Like the Pros: Tips for 
Kids from 20 Big L eague Stars, 
on Wednesday, March 31 at 7 
pm., when he' ll read from and 
discuss his new book at Barnes 
& Noble, 1350B Bald Hi ll Rd., 
Warwick. 

Krasner, a former sports 
reporter fo r the Providence j our
nal who covered the Red Sox 
for 22 of the 33 years he worked 
at the newspaper, has plenty 
of great stories to share with 
h is readers. 7he Voice & Herald 
caught up with him in a phone 
interview - which he did while 
he was busy painting walls in 
his son's new home. 

Q Tell us about growing 
up and how you came to be a 
reporter? 

A: I'm a native of Cranston.I 
went to Cranston West High 
School and then Columbia Uni
versity, though I didn't major in 
journalism. As an undergradu
ate, I was the sports editor of 

the [university's] daily paper and 
captain of the baseball team. 

I grew up loving sports, and 
baseball was my first passion as a 
sport. I tell kids in the classroom 
that, because I cou ld write, I got 
to spend a whole career watch
ing games. Even though profes
sional baseball didn't pan out for 
me, I got paid to do what I love. 

When I g raduated and rea l
ized that I wasn't good enough 
to play professional baseball, I 
applied to all kinds of newspa
pers. I had a temporary posi
tion in the summer of 1975 at 
the Providence journal, and in 
Christmas of that year, I sold 
toys at Jordan Marsh. Then, in 
January 1976, I went back to 
work full- time for the Provi
dence Journal, and stayed there 
unti l I took a buyout in Septem
ber 2008 . 

Q What were some of the 
highlights of your reporting 
career? 

A: I covered four no-hitter 
games, and my first game ever 
was a no-hitter. I covered the 
1989 W orld Series that was 
interrupted by "the W orld 
Series" earthquake. I wrote 
about several W orld Series, 
including, of course, the 2004 
[Red Sox] win that broke the 
cu rse, and again in 2007. I cov
ered some great events, includ
ing some Super Bowls. You 
name it and I covered it, from 
tuna fi shing and women in 
sports to bowling and baseball. 

Assisted Living Residence• Skilled Nursing Home • Rehabilitation Services 

75 East St. • Providence • 272.5280 • www.Tockwotton.org 

Q A lthough this isn't your 
first sports book, g ive us a taste 
of what this one is about? 

A: This is actually the second 
ed ition of the book. The fir st 
ed ition, which came out in 

Courtesy/Steve Krasne r 

2002, won a Parents Choice 
Silver Award. I talked to about 
20 major league baseball play
ers, who each talked about a 
different fundamenta l ski ll and 
their memories. Each chapter 

"There's a fine line 
between being 

pushy and offering 
opportunities. As 

parents, we need to 
make sure that we 
don't put so much 
stress and angst 

that they give up 
p1aying sports." 

has some questions and answers, 
the player's memories, a glos
sary of terms, and a situation 
or problem and its solution . The 
books are desig ned for 'reluctant 
readers,' between 8 and 12 who 
play on the Little League size 
baseball diamond. 

As some of the older players 
in the first edition wouldn't be 
so familiar to this generation 
of kids, I updated the book to 
include some current players 
who today's kids would know. 
Some of the strongest names 
in the book are Red Sox players 
Dustin Pedroia, Kevin Youki
lis, Jon L ester, Jacoby Ellsbury; 
Yankees players Derek Jeter, 
CC Sabathia and Mark Teix
ei ra, and Joe Mauer of the Min
nesota Twins. 

See BASEBALL, Page 15 

The Brown RISO Hillel Foundation 
wishes you a Happy Passover, 
a time of family and friends, 

reflection and stories. 

* Please note that due lo Universily Spring Break, 
Brown RISD Hillel will not be hosting Seders in 20 l 0. 
Passover meals will begin with Sunday dinner, April 4. 

Please register online at brownrisd.hillel.org 

\'ou are invited to attend the 
Brown RISO Hillel 

Annual Meeting 

wwwjvhri.org 

April 21 
5:30 - 6:45 pm 

BROWN ~RlSD 
HILLEL 

Thr Gle,m .1J1tl D.uq· Wituo Qutt1 
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BASEBALL: A life-long passion, a life-long career 
A new twist on spring break in 

Florida: Volunteering 
from Page 14 . Q; Passover is coming. What 

Q; How are kids differ
ent today than when we were 
young? 

A: Kids don't just go out and 
play anymore. They don't play 
pick-up games - they don't 
know how to do that. Kids are 
losing their imaginations. 

Q; And parents and coaches 
- are they different, as well? 

A: There's so much parental 
involvement and pressure. Some 
kids are being recruited too 
young, and there can be way too 
much pressure. If you have kids 
with musical talent, you want 
them to reach their potential. 
But there's a fine line between 
being pushy and pressuring the 
kid [on the one hand] and offer
ing opportunities. When ath
letic kids in middle school are 
being recruited and offered let
ters of intent, that's way out of 
proportion. As parents, we need 
to make sure that we don't put 
so much stress and angst [on our 
kids] t,hat they give up playing 
sports. 

With two other adults, I'm 
coaching a Little League team 
in East Greenwich. Our kids are 
all long gone from Little League 
and so we have no agenda, we 
just enjoy coaching. 

Q; Since you write for kids, 
what advice do you have for 
them? 

A: Have fun, learn how to play 
and play hard. When you read 
the memories of the players with 

STEVE KRASNER 

multi-million dollar contracts, 
they remember their childhood 
experiences as fun. Kids need to 
enjoy those times. 

In my classroom workshops, I 
show them that writing can be 
fun and rewarding. I show them 
what it's like to love the work 
you do. 

Q; How did you observe 
holidays when you were 
covering stories? 

A: Although Sandy Koufax 
refused to play baseball on Yorn 
Kippur, I had to cover a story on 
Yorn Kippur. I've even kept the 
fast when I was in press boxes 
in Cleveland, Ohio and Ana
heim, Calif. I also remember 
going to High Holiday services 
in Toronto when I was covering 
the Red Sox. 

The JCCRI wishes you and your 
f amity a happy passover. 

Tifereth Israel Congregation 
~ · wishes you a 

HapplJ. Passo,Jer 
145 Brownell Avenue • New Bedford, MA 

508-997-3171 
ti @tinewbcdford.org 

plans do you have? 
A: We'll have the first seder at 

our house this year, and my wife, 
Susan Oclassen, will make her 
Passover chocolate roll. 

Krasner and Oclassen, who 
teaches religious school at Temple 
Sinai, have three grown children, 
A my, 29; Jeffrey, 27; and Emily, 
23. 

Krasner, the author of several 
books far kids, also conducts writ
ing workshops for students, kinder
garten through college, as well as 
for parents and teachers. H is Web 
site is www.nudgingtheimagina
tion.com. 

Editor's Note: Being a 
Jewish mother, I thought I' cl 
call Steve's Jewish mother, 
Lorraine, to get the low-down 
on what Steve was like as a 
little boy. In a quick phone 
call on March 16 with Lor
raine, she said, "Oh, he was 
wonderful. He was the sweet
est boy, so wonderful. And 
he's still like that." Lorraine, 
who still lives in the house 
where Steve grew up, is also 
the mother of Michael Kras
ner, who lives in Westboro, 
Mass., and Marie Holloway, 
who lives in Boca Raton. 
Lorraine's husband, Julius, is 
deceased. 

BY JACOB BERKMAN/THE 
fuNoERMENTALIST 

with an untraditional partner -
City Year, a non-Jewish nonprofit. 
The two organizations are team

MIAMI UTA) - Spending ing up to send a total of 140 stu
spring break is a tradition of sorts dents to volunteer in some of the 
for college students, but rather country's worst neighborhoods 
than partying, 57 Hillel members in Miami, Los Angeles and New 
from seven campuses headed to York. 
Miami last week Hillel believes 
to volunteer at a NEWS ANALYSIS that its partner-
youth center in the ship with City 
downtrodden Overtown district. Year, which it piloted last year 

The Overt own Youth Center, in Tampa, is the first large-scale 
built by former Miami Heat star partnership between Jewish and 
Alonzo Mourning, is in one of the non-Jewish organizations. The 
city's worst neighborhoods. term is used to describe a program, 

Hillel students built benches like the one in Miami last week, 
and tables for an outdoor class- which combines volunteer work 
room for nearby Dunbar Elemen- with Jewish learning about why 
tary School. In the afternoons, and how community service can 
they tutored students at the Youth be understood as an extension of 
Center. Jewish values. 

The trip to Miami was a part Judging from the reactions of 
of Hillel's Alternative Spring many participants, the key ques
Break program, which this year tion was not the religious or ethnic 
will involve 1,300 college students identity of those being helped. 
from around the world spending Instead, for many of the Hillel 
their vacations engaged in Jewish students, the trip to Miami was 
service learning projects. eye-opening because it allowed 

Hillel is working with sev- them to step outside of their 
era! Jewish groups, including the relatively privileged settings. 
American Jewish World Service, There was a large chasm between 
Jewish Funds for Justice and the the Jewish students in Miami's 
American Jewish Joint Distri- one-week highly organized pro
bution Committee, to send stu- gram and the City Year volunteers, 
dents overseas and others to New who were spending a year of their 
Orleans; (URI's Hillel sends sev- lives immersed in Overtown. 
era! students each year to New 1his article wa, adapted 
Orleans). from ]TA~ philanthropy blog, 

In Miami, Hillel was working 1heFundermentalist.com. 

Our Circle of Care Revolves Around You 

Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 

State of the art Transitional Care Unit offering Orthopedic 
and Post Surgical Rehabilitation 7 days per week 

Candlewood Unit, Specialized Care for 
Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment 

Pulmonary Reconditioning Program 

Long Term, Respite and Hospice Care 

Kosher meals available! 

Locakd 011 the East Side. 

Call us tmla, for more information or a pcrsonal tour. 

Summit Commons Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
<J<J llill,idc Ave. Pnl\idcncL' RI 0:2()()(, • --WI 57-1---1-XOO Fa,:--+01 278--1-lJ.,7 

www.RadiusHealthCareCentcrs.com 
wwwjvhri.org 
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from Page 4 

IF ANYONE, JEWISH or 
otherwise, is "confused" and 

tempted to indulge in any "pork 
products" ("Pork products tempt 
some Jewish palates," a JTA story 
in the March 5 issue) there are 
aspects, perhaps more dire than 
religious traditions and tenets, 
concerned with pork consumption 
not mentioned in this article, that 
may allay any doubts. 

Pork loin, bacon. etc. come to 
our stores, packaged neatly and 

Letters to The Editor 
Beyond kashrut issues, meat is problematic 

antiseptically, from massive factory 
"farms." Never mind that millions 
of pigs are kept in horribly cruel 
"living" conditions. Never mind 
the cardiovascular damage done by 
the inclusion of pork in your diet. 

Animal factories themselves, 
whether manufacturing pork, beef 
or poultry, have devastating nega
tive impacts on the environment 
and human health. Nitrogen in 
the fecal waste of these facto
ries results in rivers and shore
lines choked with toxic, oxygen 

robbing algal blooms. Human 
populations in proximity to these 
massive plantation factories suffer 
from increased rates of asthma and 
infectious disease. 

Vegetarianism may seem cult
ish because of a small outspoken 
minority. However, this choice of 
lifestyle is intelligent for so many 
reasons, from the personal to the 
global. Vegetarians are merely 
ahead of the cultural curve. As cli
mate change and depleted energy 
resources shift and diminish the 

landforms suitable for agriculture, 
there will be, out of necessity for 
human survival, a greater ratio of 
farmland used for vegetable crops 
for direct human consumption, 
and less for the costly and environ
mentally horrendous raising and 
slaughtering of livestock. 

Please! Reconsider that BLT on 
challah! 

D avid Gresh 
Chepachet 

REACH ... 
22,000 
Readers 
for one full vear 

1be JEWISH VOICE & ffERAID 
is pleased to present our 

The Guide will be mailed to every known Jewish household in 
Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts with our 
June 25, 2010 issue of The Jew ish Voice & Herald, 

publisher of this informative handbook. 

Rates: Price 
Back Cover - glossy stock, 4-color .............. 1,475 
Inside front or back cover, 4-color ............. 1,325 
Full page 4-color glossy ................... ........... 1000 
Full page 4-color ......................................... 825 
Full page spot color .. .................................. 670 
Full page b&w .............. ..... ............ .... ......... . 780 
Half page 4-color glossy .......................... ... 500 
Half page 4-color ........ ................................ 450 
Half page spot color ............... ....... .............. 410 
Half page b&w verticle or horizontal ......... 300 

OPEN RATES: $20 per column inch • SPECIAL RATES: $15 per column inch for full-year advertisers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertions). 

COLOR: 4-Color: Add $150 • SPOT COLOR: Add$110 
MECHANICAL INFORMATION: 1 column width 2.25 • 2 column width 4.625" 

3 column width 7'' • Full Page 7'' x 10" 

Contact: 0aisv Gilmore - 401-864-4302 • E-mail daisvuilmore@verizon.net or 
George Peckham - 401-225-6901 • E-mail peckham613@verizon.net 

wwwjvhri.org 

A pox on pork 

IFOUND IT really annoy
ing that in your recipe section 

you publish a non-kosher recipe 
for soup ("Alphabet soup," in the 
M arch 5 issue) - to be prepared 
with children, yet! It is inappropri
ate for a magazine or periodical 
aimed at the Rhode Island Jewish 
population to publish non-kosher 
recipes. 

As for your really idiotic article 
on pork products ("Pork products 
tempt some Jewish palates," a JTA 
story in the March 5 issue) and 
Jewish temptation, who cares? Are 
you so lacking in articles of interest 
that you have to resort to that? 

Dear Jewish Voice & H erald, you 
can do better, and please check 
your recipes. 

Varda Lev 
Providence 

Editor 's Note: The Pf L ibrary and 
The Jewish Voice & Herald regret 
the error in the recipe. The recipe from 
Pf L ibrary was also inadvertently 
attributed to Marilyn Shealey; in 
fact, Shealey received the recipe fr.om 
her friend, Beth Samuels, who retired 
from teaching .fifth grade at M oses 
Brown School in Providence. 

A Haitian thank you 

!BELIEVE IT'S a long time 
coming for a thank you letter. I 

was trying hard to find the right 
words to express my gratitude for 
the way The Jewish Voice & Herald 
portrayed my beloved country of 
Haiti ("Haiti: Close to home," by 
Nancy Kirsch, in the Jan. 22 issue). 

As a community, we are used 
to being portrayed in a derogatory 
way, but The Voice & Herald went 
above all that and presented a beau
tiful and heartfelt article 

As a result, I've been flooded 
with love, sympathy and good 
wishes that have made this terrible 
ordeal almost bearable. Therefore, 
I came to the realization that the 
only words to say are 'Thank you! 
Thank you from me, my family and 
Haiti.' 

Pierre Florestal 
Fall River, Mass. 

Dr, Bones ilr\E~~ 



COMMUNITY 
Just what does that Yiddish phrase mean? 

BY MIKE FINK 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

'ICH HAE DIR im 
bud!" I used to yell 
this Yiddish holler to 
my "nextdoor-nik." 

She might shout back 'Gey avek!' 
I think I knew what we were 
saying out loud from my side of 
the sidewalk to hers. "Get off my 
property! I have you (or see you) 
in the bathtub," and the answer 
was "Oh, go away." Not such ter
rible kloles or curses or insults, but 
kids' level ways to keep the Evil 
One, the Evil Eye, away from 
our shared neighborhood, block, 
and world, especially in the times 
of the Depression and Duration 
when there were plenty of troubles 
too big for little ones. 

The reason I'm writing all this 
down and sharing it is, I look back 
and, as an English teacher, trans
late the metaphorical meaning, the 
deconstruction of the voyeur, one 
about seeing naked into: "I've got 
your number! No matter what you 
wear, or how fancy you may ever 
become, I KNOW WHAT YOU 
ARE. You're just like me, a small 
Jew, stripped of disguise, and, in a 
way, like me, trying to stay clean 
and afloat." 

And her RVSP, "GET LOST" 
meant, stay away from my fanta
sies of escape. 

We were too young and 
too close to say, "Go to Hell." 
Actually, we remained allies and 
lived just across a narrow strip of 
shrub for many decades. She is, 
alas, passed and past and beyond, 
but I dedicate my question to her 
memory. 

The "she" in this reminiscence 
was Faith Diwinsky; both her 

Do you 
know the 
mystery 

girl? 

MIKE FINK 

father and uncle ran delicates
sens on Hope Street "back in the 
day." They knew, of course, how 
an insult could actually serve as a 
kind of cordial greeting. 

Dear reader, if you exist, I have 
asked around far and wide, from 
the resources of the Yiddish Book 
Center, architecturally designed 
and built to resemble an elegant 
shtetl on the campus of Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Mass. to 
Yiddish teachers at Brown and its 
nearby Jewish community. Every
body gives me the same answer. It 
is NOT a gentle and childlike 
rebuke, it's just as tough and nasty 
as any other respectable Jewish 
curse. It means, "Aah, you're 
beneath contempt, go drown in 
the sea," or something equally as 
dismissive. 

When I was a boy, my rela-

PROVIDENCE - Truth is, 
indeed, stranger than fiction. The 
building that houses the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island and the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island is having sprinklers 
installed. In the process, one of 
the workers removed a ceiling tile 
and, lo and behold, this picture fell 
from above the ceiling tile onto the 
floor. In a black frame, the photo
graph was taken by an unidentified 
professional photographer. Marty 
Cooper of the Federation's Com
munity Relations Council brought 
it to the attention of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Historical Associa
tion (RIJHA). 

tives looked down on me 
as an overly timid lad who 
wouldn't be able to face up 
to the tsures of grown-up 
life. After World Wa, II, 
relatives from my Cana
dian clan =e to our cob
blestones brought a gift: a 
recording of the kloles! I 
learned the "you should" 
variety and the more elabo
rate "Yorn K.ippur-type ill 
wishes." In other words, 
"You should drown, bum, 
get cholera or drop dead." 

We howled with laughter 
in the new knotty-pine den 
furnished with a mahogany 
cabinet for long-playing 
records. "Wea, out an 
iron mourning-stool." Ha, 
ha. Oy. It was a turning 
point in my ba, rnitzvah 
education. I could never 
truly respect anyone who 
couldn't tell a naughty joke 

or issue a curse to a foe ... or even a 
friend who needed protection from 
the Angel of Death. You never, 
ever, praised a girl for her beauty, 
"she's an ugly man" or a boy for his 
brains, "he's either a baswd or a 
go/em." Then you can trick the fates 
into ignoring your accomplish
ments and you can reach 120 in 
good health. 

Please confirm my interpreta
tion of that bathtub nose-thumb
ing. Has anybody out there ever 
heard it used mildly, even as an 
intimate reminder that we share 
the same fea,s, hopes, bonds, and 
ties? 

Michael Fink teaches Jewish lit
erature at the Rhode Island School of 
Design. Contact him at mjinkJJ@ 
aol.com. 

Do you know who she is? We . . . 
would like to solve this mystery and name this adorable !tttle girl. If you can give us any clues, please call 
Anne Sherman at RIJHA office at 331-1360. 

wwwjv~ri,org 
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Faye L. Silverman 

Silverman McGovern Staffing 
Rhode Islands Leading Office Staffing Agency 

284 West Exchange Street Providence RI 02903 

632-0580 
www.SilvermanMcgovern .com 

The Board of Oirectorl and ~taff of 
Jewish Senion Agency 

of Rhode Island 

wi~h you 
and your family 
a Happy Pauover 

Paul Barrette 
Executive Director 

~~·" ''•,o 
: . : . ' 

C'i;t,1'" 

Susan Leach DeBlasio 
President 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
"Putting life into living" "' 

AgeWell RI , Celebrations Adult Day Services Center at Tamarisk, 
Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island Outreach Program, 

Jewish Seniors Agency Women's Association , 
Shalom and Shalom II Apartments, 

The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence , 
To Life Center Adult Day Services at JSA 

www.jsari.org 
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From our 
family 

to yours. 

warmest wishes for a 
Happy Passover 

QTempleSinai 

30 Hagen Ave, Cranston (401) 942-8350 

www.TempleSinaiRl.org 

MBF, Inc. 
:Jfappy Passo1Jer 

-... 

Financial Services and Strategies 

300 Centerville Road• Summit South 
Suite 400 •Warwick• RI 02886 

401 -921-4170 • (lax) 401-921-4174 

Securities, investment advisory and financial planning services offered through qualified 
registered representatives of MML Investors Services, Inc .. member SIPC. Supervisory 

Office: 10 Char1es Street, Suite 2 10, Providence, RI 02904-2208 {401) 435-3800. 

CRN201008-109687 

At Home in RI is an exclusive new customized service 
for the busy older consumer. We are a resource for 

everything one might need to continue to live 
in the environment they have become accustomed. 

To /tam more pltase call: 
Caroline Rurnowic-, 

or Jenny MiUer 
(401) 331-2849 

HEALTH 

MARGIE AND REMMIE BROWN talk about their grandchildren's autism. 

AUTISM: Provides challenges, opportunities to families 
From Page 1 

Thanks to him, I can see the 
world a little bit more as he does, 
and realize that none of the social 
nuances really matter." 

The grandparents of 15 children 
- three of whom have been diag
nosed with ASD- Cantor Remmie 
and Margie Brown of Pawtucket 
have witnessed the toll that's taken 
on their daughter, Ana Tomsky, 
who has four children, three with 

file." Katzman describes Nathan as 
a "sweet child who loves everyone, 
with no strings attached;" others 
with severe ASD may not be verbal 
enough to relate to or interact with 
other individuals. Such is the case 
for one of the Browns' grand
children, Shira, 11, who only has 
limited verbal skills and communi
cates primarily through computer 
pictures. 

"Our family [of four children] 

again and again. 

CHALLENGES ABOUND 

"When I was in college," sak 
Remmie, "I minored in psychol· 
ogy. I remember going to facilitie, 
where people were just rocking 
rocking back and forth. So whe, 
we heard the diagnosis of autism 
that's what I remembered. It's , 
scary image." 

ASD and one with 
epilepsy. "Most of us 
go into marriage with 
expectations, hopes 
and dreams for our 
[future] children," said 
Remmie. ''Yet when 
we have children with 
severe issues, sleep 
deprivation and the 
lack of public support 
and understanding 
can be very wearing. 

Both Margie and Remmi, 
expressed sadness that their son· ___________________ .;,__ in-law, who left the famil~ 

"We need to be here for 
each other, whether we're 
here as a community of 

Jews, community of those 
with i11ness or those who are 

relatives of children with ASD." 

has missed out on the lov, 
the kids can show him 
"Many people see these 
kids and think there's nc 
intelligence there, bu 
we're finding that thesi 
kids are very much awarel 
said M argie. 

For Katzman, her famil1 
faces challenges witi 
keeping family friendl 
ships going. "N atha, 
is funny about going t, 
people's homes and ofte, 

Families of ASD chil-
dren should not have 
to feel they are alone." 
Ana's husband divorced her, said 
Remmie; he attributes the breakup 
of his daughter's marriage to, at 
least in part, the stresses of par
enting four children with special 
needs. 

When Nathan reaches a mile
stone that parents may take for 
granted that their "typically devel
oping" children reach on par with 
their peers, said Katzman, '1it's 
almost sacred - it's the most joyous 
and overwhelming feeling." 

M argie understands that feeling. 
"We've learned that parents need 
to celebrate and recognize even the 
small steps [of progress]," she said. 
"It means a lot to the parents to 
hear those acknowledgements of 
good news." 

People on the autism spectrum 
can be affected mildly, moder· 
ately or severely (see related story, 
"Deconstructing autism spec· 
trum disorder'' on pages 18-19), so 
there's no one typical 11autism pro-

wwwjvhri.org 

Cantor Remmie Brown 

has learned from N athan how to 
be more inclusive and more com· 
passionate to other children," said 
Katzman. "Nathan has taught us 
many life lessons." 

Fortunately for Tomsky - now 
a single parent - she has a strong 
Orthodox community and her 
siblings, who live nearby, to lean 
on. Remmie, who's the cantor at 
Temple Sinai in Cranston and 
Margie, who's a nurse at Women 
& Infants Hospital, are proud of 
their daughter, who is a great advo
cate for her children. Although 
they can't spend as much time 
with Ana and her family as they 
might like, OHEL: Children's 
Home & Family Services, a Jewish 
organization provides services and 
respite care for Ana and her family. 
"Ana has been a great advocate for 
her children in getting them ser
vices and fighting for testing," said 
Remmie who voiced frustration 
about schools that mandate testing 

times people don't wan 
us to come back [to their homes], 
she said. "Friendships have bee, 
challenged or one-sided becau 
of that. I'm able to explain how m 
family is different and that we maJ 
need people to come to our horn 
instead." 

Raising children is an expensi1.1j 
venture, but raising children wit 
special needs imposes extra finan 
cial burdens. "Insurance doesn 
pay for many of the treatments fa 
ASD," said Katzman, "and they'r 
expensive. With many of thes 
services unregulated, providers ca 
charge whatever they want - an 
it's often financially draining." 

As many grandparents do, tH 
Browns help their children as the 
can. But with annual tuition fe( 
of $80,000 for Shira, their mo. 
ASD-impaired granddaught 
the costs become prohibitive. 
can help," said Remmie, "but 

See FAMILIES, Page 19 
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Deconstructing autism spectrum disorder 
Temple Grandin 

entertains, educates 
parents and providers 

BY NANCY Krnsc11 
nkirsch@JFRI.org 

CRANSTON - With one in every 
100 children now being diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
("ASD"), according to the latest 
data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Infection, it was not 
surprising that hundreds of people 
- parents and providers - filled 
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet on March 
11 and 12 for the 15th annual ASD 
symposium. Hosted by Barry 
Prizant, Ph.D., and Community 
Autism Resources, Inc., the event 
featured Dr. Temple Grandin, an 
internationally known speaker on 
autism, author and professor of 
animal science; and Elaine Hall, 
who developed The Miracle Proj
ect, a theater and film workshop 
for children with autism and other 
special needs; she also developed a 
bar/bat mitzvah program for chil
dren with ASD. 

With her own autism diagno
sis, Grandin spoke about ASD 
in a plain-speaking, yet humor
ous, fashion. Scoffing at labels -
"I don't know what oppositional 
defiant behavior is," she said - she 
prefers the all-encompassing, gen
eral description of "brains with 
problems." Given her training as 
a biologist, she is frustrated that 
there is no objective, scientific test 
for autism, as there is for tubercu
losis, for example; ASD is diag
nosed instead through behavioral 
profiles. 

GRANDIN FOUND HER 

STRENGTHS EARLY 

Born in 1947, Grandin was 
evaluated at age 2 at Boston Chi!-

DR. TEMPLE GRANDIN signs autographs at 
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet on March 11 . 

dren's H ospital; doctors there told 
her parents that she wasn't deaf 
and didn't have epilepsy, but they 
didn't know what was wrong. 
Speech therapy, intensive nursery 
school and plenty of one-on-one 
structured attention followed. 
Grandin, who thinks in pictures, 
not words, found her strengths 
and gained work skills during 
high school - among them, draw
ing and caring for several horses. 
"Job skills for teens with ASD are 
essential," she said. Engage them 
with mentors or job coaches, have 
them read the Wall Street Jour
nal, show them interesting things 
so they get interested, she urged. 
"Kids will need to sell their skills, 
not themselves [in the workplace]. 
I've seen so many college graduates 
who've never worked for anyone." 
Grandin identified the different 
kinds of careers for those ASD 
individuals with different learning 
styles. 

CONTINUUM INCLUDES 

PHYSICAL AlLIIENTS 

Grandin, like many others, 
see ASD as "a true continuum. 
Aspergers is not a separate disor
der. [People with] Aspergers have 
always been here - they didn't have 
a label before, but they were geeks 
and nerds," she said, to apprecia
tive laughter from the audience. 
Grandin believes that the number 
of people with severe autism has 
definitely increased in recent years. 

Einstein, she said, would be 
diagnosed as having ASD if he 
were alive today, and half the engi
neers in Silicon Valley have ASD. 

M any other physiological chal
lenges, including sensory and 
medical problems, often accom
pany ASD. Thus, when children 
with ASD "act out," it's important 
to deconstruct whether biology or 
behavior are the cause. M any chil
dren with ASD have sensory issues 
- scratchy clothes or clothing tags, 

FAMILIES: Need support and encouragement 
From Page 17 

can't afford it all. We worry for our 
daughter, and not just about the 
great financial strain." 

"When you get this diagnosis, 
you try different things - diets, aro
matherapy - you reach for straws." 
And the Browns wonder, too, 
whether there's a genetic compo
nent to ASD, though they've been 
told there isn't. "We need to be here 
for each other, whether we're here 
as a community of Jews, those with 
illness or those who are relatives of 
children with ASD," said Remmie. 
M argie, a breast cancer survivor, 
has provided support to others with 
breast cancer; and Ana, who has 
been involved with autism support 
groups in the past, now provides 
informal support to other families 
whose children have recently been 
evaluated with ASD, said Remmie. 

H aving a child with ASD, 
said Katzman, means dreams 
are deferred. "When you have a 
[bright] child, you anticipate H ar
vard and then law school or medi
cal school. It's different for Nathan 

- he'll go to college because he's 
bright, but it's all guess-work." 

In the meantime, Katzman 
has drafted legislation to improve 
ASD services that will soon be 

introduced in the General Assem-
bly; in addition, she's co-written a 
book with Tami Lehman-Wilzig, 
about parenting Nathan. Look for 
the book in December 2012. 

Resources for ASD 
Katzman recommends people 
check out these resources: 

• CEDARR (Comprehensive, 
Evaluation, Diagnosis, Assess
ment, Referral and Reevalua
tion) supports families whose 
children have ASD or other 
special needs. Provides resource 
information. Visit www.about
families.org or 

www.dhs.ri.gov/Children
withSpecialNeeds/ 

CEDARRFamilyCenters/ 
tabid/795/Default.aspx. 

• Families for Early Autism 
Treatment ("FEAT"), www. 
feat.org, is a Northern California 
based nonprofit with informa
tion on ASD for people across 
the country. 

• Autism Society, the nation's 
leading grassroots autism orga
nization, focuses on advocacy, 
research, treatment and educa
tion. Contact www.autism-soci
ety.org, or 800-328-8476. 

• Rhode Island Parent Infor
mation Network (RIPIN) is a 
clearinghouse of information for 
parents on many education and 
health care issues for children, 
not solely those with ASD. Con
tact www.ripin.org or, in Rhode 
Island, 800-464-3399. 

• Autism Speaks, an advo
cacy organization focused on 
science and medical research 
and awareness. Contact www. 
AutismSpeaks.org or 212-252-
8584. 

wwwjvhri.org 

fire alarms, fluorescent lights and 
grocery stores can cause major sen
sory overloads. 

For nonverbal children with 
ASD who "act out," it's essential to 
first rule out - or treat - medical 
problems. Heartburn or other GI 
problems, urinary tract infections, 
yeast infections, ear infections or 
ulcers are common among those 
with ASD. Some people benefit 
from a modified diet, and Grandin 
herself has had fewer yeast infec
tions after cutting back on sugar 
and carbohydrates. Cut out gluten, 
she suggested, to see if that's con
tributing to poor behavior or med
ical problems; you'll know within a 
few months. 

Grandin credits her 1950s 
upbringing and good teachers for 
helping her achieve success. "I 
learned social skills - taking turns 
in conversations and in games, 

being on time, saying please and 
thank you - and my social mis
takes were instantly corrected 
by my mother telling me, in a 
matter-of-fact way, what to do," 
she said. Many behaviors deemed 
acceptable today - poor groom
ing, rudeness, bad table man
ners, swearing and manipulating 
teachers - weren't tolerated when 
she was growing up. "It's OK to 
be eccentric," she said. "You can't 
'de-geekify the geek,' but even 
people with ASD have to conform 
to civilized society." Grandin had 
to learn some of those social con
formities later in life, such as when 
an employer handed her deodorant 
and told her she had to use it. 

BIIAINS AIIE DIFFERENT 

Pointing out differences in the 
scans of her brain and that of a 

See SILICON, Page 38 
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Albion Court of Lincoln 
Hear from our families how they came 

to find peace of mind nnd comfo1t 
knowing that their loved one is content, 
thriving and living with dignity, respect 

and independence. 
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From Page 3 

ing something, don't abandon it," 
he encouraged the audience. 

World-class Israeli institutions 
such as the Weizmann Institute 
for Science and Hebrew Univer
sity offer ideal opportunities for 
collaboration and partnerships 
with universities such as Bryant 
and Brown, said Sandra Laut
erbach, vice president, sales and 
commercial operations, at Prota
lix Biotherapeutics. Lauterbach, 
whose company is developing 
medications using plant-based 
technology, is the first non-Israeli 
and non-Jew working for the 
company. "Israel could do a much 
better job marketing itself," she 
said. "There's too much focus on 
[political] issues in the media. 
What sold me was going there 
and meeting the people." In 1996, 
she said, Israel had 600 life sci
ences companies; today, there are 
more than 2,000 such entities. 

ISRAELI: Technology companies have much to teach us 
rich in higher education and 
in history. At one time, Rhode 
Island was the richest state in the 
U.S. There's a lot to be learned 
from Israel," as he referenced var
ious state investments in science 
and technology. 

Never one to let grass grow . 
under his feet, Avi Nevel, chair 
of the Israel Task Force, encour
aged Carcieri to visit Israel when 
his term of governor is up next 
year. Carcieri should feel at home 
there, he said, "as Israel is a coun
try of 7 million prime ministers 
and Rhode Island is a state of 1 
million governors." 

Tamir told the friendly audi
ence, "When Warren Buffet 
chose to invest [outside the U.S .], 
he chose Israel, where there's cre
ativity and brain power and inno
vation. We're a great success in 
spite of our politics." Missions, 
he said, are an ideal way to learn 
about our history and our future, 
the life sciences, and information 
technology in Israel. 

ISRAEL 

Israel has plenty of intellectual 
brainpower - with many lan
guages spoken in Israel and many 
of tts leaders educated outside 
the country. In addition, many 
of the members of elite units of 
the Israel Defense Forces possess 
extraordinary leadership skills, 
maturity and ability to collaborate 
that serve them well in working in 
industry, said one panelist. 

With a country of only 7 mil
lion, Israel's businesses must 
compete internationally to be suc
cessful, said Shiran; Israel was 
among the first countries to sign 
trade agreements with the U.S. 
and the EU. Our markets are very 
open, he said, and we have pref
erential trade agreements with 
Egypt and Jordan . "Israel's econ
omy is more dependent on Wall 
Street than it is on political unrest 
in the Middle East," he said. On a 
per capita basis, said Shi ran, Israel 
is number one in the number of 
start up companies. 

GOVERNOR DONALD CARCIERI and Consul General Nadav Tamir at the Hope Club. 

AT THE HOPE CLUB 

At the lunchtime gather
ing, acknowledging similarities 
between Israel and Rhode Island 
- both are small, lack natural 
resources and emphasize higher 
education - Carcieri said, "We're Shiran encouraged the audi

ence, "Come to Israel. There's 

value to the personal touch. And, 
with trade missions of business 
delegations coming here each 
year, we're more than happy to 
meet you here, too." 

Between the sessions, the pan
elists spoke at different university 
venues, including Bryant Uruver-

sity, Brown University and the 
University of Rhode Island. 

At the evening panel, the ques
tion, "What is Israel's perception 
of the U.S. ?" earned an artful 
response. 

"The distance from Tel Aviv to 
New York," laughed Shiran, "is 

L'chaim, L'chaim 
The N etwork signature 

event insp ires 

philanthropy, fun 

Andrew Kanter, with co-chairs www:u w,.s;;,::.;ara;::_ "' 3 ; 

BY CHR IS PARKER 

cparker@]FRiorg 

PAWTUCKET - More than 
50 young adults in their party 
best clothes celebrated the night 
away on Saturday, March 13 at 
The Network's signature event. 
Held at Hope Artiste Village, the 
event, titled "I;chaim/To Life," 
was a fundrai ser created by The 
Network to celebrate gratitude 
and commitment to the Jewish 
community. Chaired by Meredith 
and Adam Sine! and Joelle and 

Sandra and Jason Neustadter, it is 
one of a series of successful events 
for this year. The first was an 
event last fall at Aqua, followed 
by a Comedy Night with comic 
Joel Chasnoff. 

Upcoming events include a 
Men's Night Out with basket
balJ journalist Jackie MacMullan 
on April 15, and the Event for 
Women on June 6 featu ring "Real 
Housewives of New York" star 
Jill Zarin with her sister, mother 
and their book, Secrets of a Jewish 
Mother. 

For information on any of these 
events or 1he Network, contact 
Bradley Laye at blaye@JFRLorg or 
421-4111, ext. 173. 

ICT Ruth Page 

ISRAEL CELEBRATION TOU RS -
Israel Consultant 

401 351-3015 
rpag e55@cox.net 
www.lsraelCelebrationTours.com 

• CELE BRATE I S R A EL 

Ten,plc E rnunu-EI 

Happy Passover 
Temp le E manu-E l 

A Con servative Congregation lhal is anything but. 
99 Tart Ave. -Providence RI 02906 (40 I ) 33 1- 1616 

,.vww. teprov .org 

wwwjvhri.org 

shorter than the distance from 
New York to Tel Aviv. There's a 
long process of decision-making 
here in the U.S." 

For more information about the 
CRC's Israel Task Force, contact 
Marty Cooper at 421-4111, ext. 
171 or mcooper@]FRI.org. 

From left, Laura and 
Michael Schaffer and 
Joelle and Andrew 
Kanter at the March 13 
event . 

www.jvhri.org 
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HLLEL 
From Page 1 

As with nearly every celebratory 
Jewish gathering, the food was 
plentiful (donated by Jack Siravo 
of Belmont Fruit) and live music 
enlivened the day. With a warm 
and welcoming ambiance, the new 
Center offered guests what Hillel 
students experience every day - a 
sense of family and community. 

Many people were pleasantly 
surprised to find the Center full to 
capacity on a glorious spring-like 
Sunday afternoon. Gina Sloman, 
a freshman who is active in Hillel, 
said, "I never expected so many 
people to show; I had to catch my 
breath. Having so many people 
here actually makes me feel more 

at home." 

THE HOLY 
ARK was 

built by 
Michael 

Gloor. 
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FAIN: Family embraced by the entire Jewish community 
PAGE 21 

Thanks to a significant gift from 
the family of the late Norman M. 
Fain, who was a lifelong Rhode 
Island resident and 1936 graduate 
of U Rl, as well as contributions 
from others, including the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, the 
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity house 
was renovated and redesigned into 
the 5,000-square-foot Norman M. 
Fain Hillel Center. 

The house contains many spa
cious rooms, including a cozy 
lounge with a big-screen TV. The 
large social hall, where the grand 
opening ceremony took place, 
seems ideal for other large-scale 
events. Students can attend reli-

gious services in 
the small sanc
tuary, which 
contains an 
array of antique 

stained glass win
dows, from the now
closed Jewish Home for 
the Aged, and can view 
the exquisite nir !amid 
(eternal light) created 
by Rhode Island artist 
Steven Weinberg and 
his wife, Sharon 
Oleksiak; students 
can enjoy Shabbat 
dinners prepared 
the Center's 
kosher kitchen 
- the first such 
facility on 
campus. 

"What was 

CHRISTINA CROWDER provides musical entertainment with her accordian. 
/ Nancy kirsch 

once a seed is now a flower," said 
Betsy Cohen, a URl sophomore 
and the Hillel student board presi
dent, about Hillel's transforma
tion, and calling Hillel "her home 
away from home." 

Dooley and Wayne L. Fires
tone, the president of Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus 
Life (Hillel International), also 
spoke, as did Doris Feinberg, pres
ident of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

OLSON MOVED TO TEARS 

Final honors went to Amy 
Olson, who both moved - and was 
moved by - the participants who 
came to celebrate. "The way that 
the past and present have come 
together in this space to create our 
future is nothing short of miracu
lous," she said. 

She grew teary-eyed as she 
talked of her personal connec
tion to Hillel. "My mother is here 
today and my daughter is here 

today. I first ca me to URl Hillel 
as a 10-year-old, when my mother 
dragged me along when she vol
unteered to make latkes when my 
sister, who is also here today, was 
a URI student. My son, a sopho
more in college, is on his Hillel 
board. My daughter will start 
college in the fall. I know that 
wherever she goes, she will find a 
warm and welcoming home at her 
Hillel." 

See GENERATIONS, Page 22 

This Year in Sderot! 

Please Donate Now! 

www.afmda.org 

and Beer Sheva, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Tel Aviv, Gedera, Nahariya, 
and of course, Jerusalem 

On the evening of March 29, Jews worldwide will again 
celebrate the Passover Seder, telling the story of our 
redemption from Egypt. 

In southern Israel and along the Gaza border as well as at the 
northern border with Lebanon and throughout the country, 
MDA personnel are on alert at holiday time, ready to respond 
to every medical emergency, anywhere in Israel. 

Our tradition tells us that our people were redeemed "by a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm." Today, in Israel, and 
"next year in Jerusalem" as well, they are redeemed 
by the brave Magen David Adorn personnel -
Israel's medical emergency first responders. 
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And it wasn't just the weather 
that cooperated with the day's 
theme of renewal and rejoicing. 
As Olson noted, the Torah portion 
for the week, Va-yakhel, is usually 
translated as "gathered" referring 
to Moses gathering the people 
of Israel together. "But Va-yakhel 
means much more than gather; it 
literally means creating a congre
gation or community," said Olson. 
"As we gather in the Norman M . 
Fain Hillel Center today, we can 
sense the feeling of community 
in this room and know that this 
beautiful new facility will go a 
long way in building community 
on campus." 

Aun11, STUDENTS AND 

•'A~ULY CONCUR 

The classic concept of "ask 
four Jews and you'll get five 
opinions" didn't seem to apply 
on this day of celebration, as 
everyone interviewed expressed 
appreciation and gratitude for the 
new Center, including URI alum 
Leah ~chechtman, who said, "The 
old house felt small because we had 
to share the space with a sorority. 
It didn't feel welcoming. The new 
house is so much better. It will get 
more students to participate and 
become involved. We' ll be able 
to have more social and religious 
events." 

MEL ALPERIN and AMY OLSON 
/ Nancy Kirsch 

Gordon Fain, of Connecticut, 
wrote to O lson after the celebra
tion. "Since I was about 12 years 
old, Norman (of blessed memory) 
and Rosalie, and other Fain family 
volunteer leaders, have hosted 

Fain family events in Rhode 
Island. We celebrate how Rosalie 
[Fain's widow], Jon [son], W endy 
[daughter] and Martha [daughter], 
Norman's estate, and their families 
have joined the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island and the Hillel 
board in this fine effort and won
derful new Hillel [Center]. 

"For Fain cousins, who number 
well over 300, Rhode Island is our 
'homeland' even though we live in 
several other states. Their dedica
tion to give hospitality to more 
generations of URI students, grad 
students and faculty is well within 
their (and our) family and Jewish 
traditions." 

Current URI student and Hillel 

participant Rebecca Eith, greeting 
people at the door, said, "This is a 
great day for Hillel. It's a perma
nent home now. I think it's going 
to bring more people, more hap
piness and more fun to Hillel. 
I'm just so glad to see this before 
I graduate. It will definitely do 
so much for Hillel, and it will for 
years to come." 

H enry Winkleman, a '66 URI 
graduate, past president of Hillel 
Foundation for five years, and cur
rent URI Hillel board member, 
never thought he'd live to see the 
Red Sox win the World Series or 
a URI Hillel house. It all started 
from one meeting in Washington, 
D.C. that Barbara Sokoloff, Amy 

during this Season ofThe FourQuestions, wethought 

we'd share a q LLestion that one of our first graders asked on a recent morning: 

"How could God create the world by sp eaking if nothing existed yet, 
not even language?" 

That kin d of deep thinki.n g go es on at JCDS every day! 

A dLLal curriculum provides childr en with s trong 

academic and critical thinking skills, a second. 

language introduced. in pre-k, and th e streng th 

of charac ter and inner resources to succeed in 

secondary schools a nd in life. 

Any questions? 

Con tact Naomi Sch or sch Stein 

.at 75x-2470 or n stein@jcdsri .or g 

jewish community 
day school of rhode island 

wwwjvhri.org 

RABBI WAYNE FRANKLIN and ANNA PRAGER 

Olson and Winkleman attended, 
where the national director for 
AEPi offered to sell the building at 
URI to Hillel. 

About the Center's dedication, 
Winkelman's wife, Arlene, said, 

"He [Henry] is so excited today!" 
The new Center is already 

attracting new Jewish students, 
including freshman Ben Bernstein. 
"Before I came to URI, I was active 
in my Jewish community. [In my 
first] semester, I didn't participate 
in the Jewish community at URI, 
because I was adapting to col
lege life. But when I heard about 
the grand opening, I thought this 
could be a great opportunity to get 
involved again," he said. 

The ceremony officially ended 
when Olson hung a mezuzzah on 

the doorway to affirm the Center's 
permanency, and everyone recited 
the Sheheheyanu, though many 
people lingered to talk and kve/1 
some more. 

URI junior Briana Blum is a jour
nalism major from N ew York. Con
tact her at briana_blum@mail. uri. 
edu. 

With contributions from Nancy 
Kirsch, executive editor eflbe Jewish 
Voice & Herald, and freelance 
writer Nancy Abeshaus. 

1he URI H illel is a partner agency 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. For more information about 
Hillel, contact Amy Olson at 874-
2740, or visit the Center at 6 Fra
ternity Circle on the URI campus in 
Kingston. 

It took many players 
BY VOICE & H EHALD STAFF 

Voiceherald@jFRI.org 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE 
to raise a child, say some, 

and raising a building cer
tainly took many players. 
A ll of these individuals and 
entities were responsible for 
bringing the Norman M. 
Fain Center from a dream to 
a reality, and deserve a nod 
of recognition. 

• The Norman M . Fain 
family 

• Former URI President 
Robert Carothers, URI 
President David M. D ooley 
and URI Vice President 
for Student Affairs Thomas 
Dougan 

• Harold Soloveitzik, of 
blessed memory, who estab
lished a fund many years ago 
to build a Hillel building at 
URL 

• Andy Borans, executive 
director of AEPi, which 
practically donated the 
building. (Today, AEPi has 
just re-colonized at URI 
and there is a new group of 

Founding Fathers.) 
• The Jewish Federation of 

RI 
• Major donors includ

ing Victor and Gussie Baxt, 
the Alperin/ Hirsch Family, 
Arthur and Sandy Bobrow, 
Richard and Sandra Born
stein, Jack and Hannah Fei
belman, Paul Fradin, Robert 
and Judy Mann, M arcia 
Riesman, Herman Rose, 
Mark and Donna Ross, 
Audrey Sokoloff and T im 
Hosking, Barbara Sokoloff 
and Herbert Rakatansky, 
Martin and Paula Waldman 
and David and Ruth Wilkes. 

• The Hillel Board of 
Directors 

• A lan Axelrod, of blessed 
memory, who got the ball 
rolling with us with the URI 
Foundation 

• Ed Wojcik Architects 
• Bowerman Associates 

(General Contractor) 
• Hillel staff: Amy Olson 

and Joie Schwartz , student 
staff and former staff 
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A model sustainability seder 
UMass. Dartmouth 

conducts 
environmental seder 

BY R ABBI JACQUELINE 

R OMM SATLOW 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

DARTMOUTH, Mass. - On 
Tuesday, March 9, faculty, stu
dents and community members, 
Jews and non-Jews, gathered in the 
Campus Center at the University 
of Massachusetts at Dartmouth 
for an unusual program in honor of 
Passover. We did a teaching seder 
based on the theme of environmen
tal sustainability. Sponsored by the 
Center for Jewish Culture and the 
Campus Office of Environmen
tal Sustainability, the seder was 
developed for several important 
reasons. First, part of the mission 
of the Center for Jewish Culture 
is to teach both Jews and non
Jews about Judais~- Many people 
have heard of a Passover seder, but 
have never had the opportunity to 
participate in one. The seder is a 
unique teaching tool, full of Jewish 
sounds, smells and tastes and not at 
all something that can be captured 
by reading about it in a book. 

We began by explaining that we 
weren't conducting a traditional 
seder; in fact, it was the wrong day 
for a traditional seder. (I do arrange 
for interested Jewish students to 
attend a Passover seder on Pesah). 
Instead we held a model seder as a 

teaching tool. 
But why a seder on environmen

tal sustainability? Susan Jennings, 
the director of the UMass Dart
mouth Office of Environmental 
Sustainability approached me after 
she learned about my interest in 
environmental issues. 

She was looking for ways that 
the Center for Jewish Culture and 
the Office of Campus Sustainabil
ity could work together to teach the 
importance of environmental sus
tainability. For me, environmen
tal stewardship has always been a 
crucial part of Judaism. D euter
onomy 20:19 tells us not to destroy 
the wonderful world that God has 
given us. Now, I am not a scientist, 
but the scientists have managed to 
convince me that the way we live 
now is not sustainable. In fact, if 
we continue on the path we are on, 
we are going to destroy our world. 
This destructive behavior is contra
dictory to Jewish teachings. 

I chose to create a sustain
ability seder because the seder is 
such a wonderful teaching tool 
and because the traditional seder 
is full of themes related to envi
ronmental sustainability. As Lisa 
Maya Knauer (an anthropology 
professor at UMass Dartmouth) 
and I worked to write, edit and 
compile our hagaddah, we empha
sized themes that were already in 
a traditional seder - renewal and 
spring time and appreciation of the 
miracles of God's world. Every
one ate matzah, haroset and maror 

/ UMass Dartmouth Photography, Kyle Mooney 

AT THE MARCH 9 model seder, Jeremy Satlow holds a camera. In the back, are Andrew Peppard, an 
attorney and member of the Dartmouth community. and Chris Larkosh. assistant professor 
of Portuguese at UMass. Dartmouth. 

(and other delicious food catered 
by Deb Blazer at Accounting for 
Taste) and learned about their 
connection with the bitterness of 
slavery in Egypt. We also talked 
about the good land that God has 
given us. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Everyone had a great time and 
learned something about Pesah, 
the seder and maintaining a sus
tainable environment. In the theme 
of environmental sustainability, we 
used dishes, not paper plates, and 
composted all food scraps. 

Rabbi Jacqueline Romm Sat/ow is 
the director of the Center for Jewish 
Culture at the University of Massa
chusetts at Dartmouth. Contact her 
at jsatlow@umassd.edu. 



PAGE 24 Jewish Voice <\_Herald March 19, 2010 PASSOVER 
Preparing for Passover 

Haggadot and other 
seder resources 
BY LAWRENCE KATZ 

lkatz@bjeri.org 

W ould you like to 
have Lenny Bruce 
or Albert Einstein 
at your seder? H ow 

about Frederick Douglass, Toni 
Morrison, Cynthia Ozick or Phil
lip Roth? Using resources 
available today, 
you can at least 
have them there 
in spirit. 

Though Jews 
are called "the 
People of the 
Book," we actu
ally have many 
books that shape us, 
and the haggadah is 
one of the primary 
ones. Surveys show 
that p,articipating in 
a Passover seder is the 
most common ritual 
among Jews in the U.S., 
yet many hosts become 
anxious about conduct
ing a seder that will hold 
the interests of all the 
guests. 

The good news is that the 
textual and culinary bases 
of the holiday, its family-centered
ness and the universal theme of 
freedom that have inspired innu
merable books, videos and audios 
to help adults prepare for or par
ticipate in the holiday seder. 

H AGGADOT 

Jews have been developing, 
interpreting, adapting and adding 
to the haggadah text for millen
nia, so it's no surprise that there 
are thousands available. Haggadot 
have been written for every Jewish 
ideology, including environmen
talists, feminists, children, leftists, 
immigrants, America enthusiasts, 
art lovers, stamp collectors and 
so on. 

The seder should not be a 
speed-reading contest but a venue 
for discussions and debates. The 
Four Qyestions are actually the 
prime example of the thrust of the 
seder - stimulating discussions 
and engagement with the themes 
of the seder, so haggadot should be 

]'. 

chosen with a goal of sparking a 
visceral feeling of engagement, not 
just an intellectual response. 

One haggadah that can help 
accomplish this is A Night to 
Remember, edited by Noam Zion 
(copies are available for purchase 
at the Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion of Rhode Island), that is full 
of reflective pieces, stories and 

activities, as well as the 
traditional text. It comes 
with a free guide to 
customizing the hag
gadah for those at your 
table and features 
contemporary voices, 
including novel
ists, scholars, rabbis, 
poets and leaders, 
such as Amos O z, 
Toni Morrison, 
David Hartman, 
Yehuda Ami
chai and Martin 
Luther !(jog, 
Jr., just to name 
a few. The pic
tures alone can 
lead to great 
disc u ssio n s 
at the seder 
table. 

You can 
also create your own hagga

dot out of existing ones and other 
materials, including pictures and 
letters, for example, which have 
significant meaning for you, your 
family or guests. BJE's Creativity 
Center has lots of ideas that can 
help you accomplish this more 
personal approach. 

Tradition Continues ... 
Gefilte Fish ' 

H o use Horseradish 
Chopped Liver 

Chicken Soup with Carrots 
Matzoh Balls 

Roasted Brisket with Gravy 
Carrot Tzinunis 

Traditional Charosis 
Potato Kugel 

Sweet Potato Kugel 

Cttll Our Caterins Department To Pre-Order Your Passover Foods 

For a Complete Holiday Menu 
Visit '-=vw.eastsidemarket.co1n 

•• All prt."pJrcd foods ..ire Jc,-vi.·~.h--;-tyle .ind are
c "Cplicnfy not. Ko-.hcr/ Kos.Ju.•r (or P.,,;sove r ** 

Ea!i~!iide.arke~place 

165 Pitman Stree t, Providence 
401-831-7771 

wwwjvhri.org 

P REPARING FOR 

THE SEDER 

Just as a cook 
must prepare ahead 
of time for a meal 
by planning the 
menu, purchasing 
ingredients, cook
ing and setting the 
table, so must the 
host of a seder think 
through what the 
family and guests 
will do, especially if 
he or she wants to 
hold the attention of 
everyone and make 
the seder the enjoy
able and stimulating 

..·-----~~ ~---------... ---·--........ -........... __ ...... --.-··--A .... -~ .... -. __ .... _____ __ 
,.,,n,..,. ____ __ 

··----~_ .. __ ..__ .. ~·~ ....-....... _., __ _ __ , . ._.._,~,---
------· .... _. ...... ..,._,, ___ _ 
..,_ ,..__._,,,_ ... ,_ .. ______ __ 
-----------·-----
-~-..- -·-- -......... -..- ...... 
_______ ..... ____ _ ..... _ .. __ _ 
-..-&., ... _ .... 

ritual it was meant to 
be. Fortunately, there is no short
age of written guides to ensure 
that the seder will be memorable, 
or perhaps even transformative. 

Local book stores and synagogue 
gift shops have many resources for 
purchase, and the BJE has several 
to borrow. The BJE's library and 
many bookstores offer a nice col
lection of guides to the seder. They 
include: 

• A Night to R emember: the Hag-
gadah of Contemporary Voices 

• Leading the Passover j ourney 
• Pass01Jer Survival Kit 
• PassO'Ver: 7he Family Guide to 

Spiritual Celebration 
• Studies on the Haggadah from 

the teachings ofN echama Leibowitz 
• Keeping Passover: E verything 

You Need to Know to Bring the 
Ancient Tradition to Life and 
to Create Your Own Passover 
Celebration 

Want to keep children inter-

ested? There are kits such as "The 
Plague Bag" and BJE's own "Tools 
2 Tote." A quick Google search for 
"Passover activity kits" will direct 
you to more ideas than you can 
imagine. 

Though Passover foods seemed 
to have arrived in the stores months 
ago, we are down to the last couple 
of weeks. Now is the time to build 
excitement about the holiday, pre
pare the meals and think about 
which of these resources you will 
use to amaze and entertain guests 
while stimulating their engage
ment with the themes of the holi
day. 

Larry Katz is the associate execu
tive director of the BJE. Call the BJE 
at 331-0956 for more information 
or borrowing or buying resources or 
to visit the Library or Creativity 
Center. 

7he BJE is a partner agency of the 
Jewish Federation of R hode Island. 

ENJOY a SPecrncuU1R WareRFRONT DiNiNa ExPeRieNce! 
.. '. . . . ,. . ,, ,., 

You HaveN'r REALLY 
DiNeD iN PRovioeNce 

UNriL You've DiNeD ar 
a MaRRa ResrauRaNr 

marra 
restaurant group 

• 1 ,. I•, . ,. 
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Mrs. Adler's 
Gefilte Fish 
Assorted Varieties. 
24 Oz Jar. 610865 

Stop & Shop 
Cranberry 
Sauce 
Whole or Jellled. 
16 Oz Can. 
6 10852 

Savion 
Fruit Slices 
BOz Pkg. 
610814 

Gold's 
Horse Radish 
6Oz Bottle. 
In Our Dairy. 
611175 

King David Matzos 
S lb Pkg. 610864 

Aviv Matzos 
5 lb Pkg. 610863 

Streit's Matzos 
5 lb Pkg. 610861 

Manischewitz or Streit's 
Egg Matzos 

Manischewitz or Streit's 
Whole Wheat Matzos 
10Oz-11 Oz Pkg. 12 Oz Pkg. 

610912 
610910 

Kedem 
Sparkling 
Grape 
Juice 
Assorted Varieties. 
25.4 Oz Bottle. 
633995 

Stop & Shop 
Honey 
Assorted Varieties. 
12 Oz Conlainec 
624901 

Holiday 
Assorted Candies 
Assorted Varieties. 
6 Oz Pkg 
610983 

American 
Kosher 
Chopped Liver 
12 Oz dontainet 
Frozen. 
610958 ,. _ ,,..,.,.; .,..,_::,.,,:,.;,:;,;:1.• 

~~m~ 1• 
Tea Bags ::1,~; 100. 

= WHOII WHEAi ;; 

Manischewitz 
Cake Mix 
Assorted Varieties. 
12oz Pkg. 
610944 

Joyva 
Ring Jells 
Assorted Varieties. 
9 Oz Pkg. 
610949 

Ungars 
Blintzes 

~~o~:/kg - S 
610952 " ~ 

Kedem 

~!P!J~ice 
64 Oz Bottle. 610857 

Manischewitz 
TamTam 
Crackers 
Assorted Varieties. 
8 Oz Pkg. 
610915 

Foxs U-bet 

~~'!J' Varieties 
20 Oz Bottle. 
611190 

Gold's 
Borscht 
Assorted Varieties. 
24 OzJar. 
610879 

Magic Max's 
Cotton 
Candy 
1 Oz Containec 
611123 

Tabatchnick 
Soups 
Assorted Vanet1es 
15 Oz Pkg 
Frozen 
610957 

Assorted Varieties~ 

$499 ·-. ~ $199 

Empire Kosher 
Fresh 8 Piece 
Cut Up 
Chicken 

Empire Kosher 
Frozen Turkey 

504-418 

(, 

--""'111,11 
$299 

lb 

10-22 lb 
Average Weight. 
504420 

Kedem 
Apple Juice 
64 Oz Bottle. 
610858 

Streits 
Matzo Ball or 
Matzo Ball 
Soup Mix 
Assorted Varieties. 
4.5 Oz Pkg. 
610883 

Stop & Shop 
Zazz Seltzer 
1 Liter 
All Flavors. 
33.8 Oz Bottle. 
Plus Deposit Where 
Applicable. 

Manischewitz 
Chicken Broth 
Assorted Varieties. 
10.5 Oz Can. 
610887 

Granny's 
Marshmallows 
Assorted Varieties. 
10 Oz Pkg. 
610985 

Ungar's 
Gefilte Fish 

Dried 
Apricots 
Extra Fancy. 
16 Oz Tub. ncn 

(ow price $499 
every day 

1£:a Use your card and save on items on this page We sell both Kosher and Non-Kosher Foods. Some Items not available In some stores. Prices good through April 1, 201 1 

wwwjvhri.org 
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How Iraqi Jews celebrated Passover ... in Bombay 

Sam Shamoon recalls 
long-ago holiday 

traditions 
BY SAM SHAMOON 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

IWAS BORN in Bombay, 
India in 1944. My parents 
were from Baghdad, Iraq and 
Bed to Bombay as refugees 

before I was born. Although they 
arrived in Bombay with noth
ing, they were able to provide my 
two brothers and me very happy 
childhoods. One of my fondest 
memories was that of celebrat
ing Pesah with my family. We all 
delighted in this holiday with our 
parents, relatives and close friends. 
Our seders were grand with lots of 
people around the table. 

Days before the holiday, the 
house was scrubbed clean. My 
job was polishing the silverware 
that we used only on Pesah. These 
included silver Kiddush cups, with 
our initials engraved, that I still 
use on Pesah. I polished them to 
a shiny finish and took particular 
pride in how beautiful they looked 
once the table was set for our seder. 

As a child, I was not too involved 
the meal preparation, which some
times consisted of a chicken stew 
that we called "marag ib-jeej" in 
our Judeo-Arabic. And of course 
we had rice. We called it "plow ib
jeej" or red rice because it's cooked 
in a chicken and tomato broth. 

Although I like the chicken 
dishes, I had three favorite seder 
foods that I looked forward to all 
year. One of these favorites was 
"k' doos," which is a juice extracted 
from raisins. This was our Kiddush 
wine, but it was not alcoholic and 
has a greater intensity and sweet
ness than grape juice. My mother 
would start making "k'doos" many 
days before the first seder, first 
by soaking raisins in water and 
then squeezing what looked like 
a thick, dark porridge through 
cheesecloth into a rich, dark liquid 
that we poured into our beautiful 
glass decanters. 

Another of these favorite foods 
was "silan," or date syrup. My 

SAM SHAMOON'S KIDDUSH cup 
from long ago that he still 

uses to this day. 

Courtesy/ Sam Shamoon 

THE SHAMOON FAMILY on their way to synagogue around 1955, 
with their ta/lit bags. Sam, on the right, has his eyes closed; his 

younger brother, David, is on the left and his older brother, 
Haim, is in the middle. Sam's parents' names are Haim and Leonie. 

grandmother Nana prepared the 
"silan" when she lived with us, and 
she would start weeks in adva nee. 
I would watch eagerly and help 
when I could - mostly as the chief 
taster to make sure it has the right 
consistency. Nana used sweet dates 
from Basra with no added sugar. 
She would boil the dates for a long 
time, until the water evaporated. 
The remaining thick and sticky 
mass would be squeezed through 
fine mesh cheesecloth. The "silan," 
also called "halek," would drip like 
a dark golden honey. We would 
mix it with coarsely chopped wal-

wwwjvhri.org 

nuts and served up as our haroset, 
which we would call "halek u'jose. • 

The third of these three favorite 
foods was our matzah. In India, 
almost all bread is Bat, like pita 
or "chapatti." We would make 
"chapatti" at home and have it 
year round. But on Pesah we had 
unleavened "chapatti" that was 
made by a baker named Ezekiel 
("Haskell" in English). Because it 
looked like "chapatti" we called it 
"H askell chapatti," and we all knew 
that it was shmura (closely watched 
or supervised). 

In addition to these wonderful 

Pesah foods, we had several special 
Seder traditions that were common 
among Iraqi Jews. During the 
seder, we didn't hide the ajikomen. 
In our tradition, my father would 
break the middle matzah, which 
we called z' darim, and divide it 
into as many children as there 
were in the room. H e would then 
tie up each piece into a silk scarf 
and tie it around our backs like a 
knapsack. Then we children would 
parade around the room, and my 
father would ask, "Where did you 
come from?n 

We would shout, "Mitzrayim!" 
Then he would ask, "Where are 

you going?" 
And we would shout, "Yerusha

layim!" This went on for some time 
and it was such fun. 

My father always led the seder, 
and he and my mother would sing 
all the songs, either in H ebrew or 
Arabic. The melodies are not like 
anything we hear in America. I 
forgot most of the melodies - only 
one or two remain. But the memo
ries of those seders of my child
hood are precious to me, and I 
loved recollecting them in writing 
this article. 

Sam Shamoon, who lives in Prov
idence, talks almost every day (but 
not on Shabbat) with his 92-year-old 
mother, Leonie, who lives in L ondon. 
R ecent conversations with her, he 
wrote, got his memory bank crank
ing" for this piece. Contact Shamoon 
at Sam.Shamoon@gmail.com. 
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New children's book.s enliven the holiday 

Bv PENNY SCHWARTZ 

BOSTON OTA) - During the 
past 10 to 15 years, as the offer
ing of Jewish children's books has 
burgeoned, the style and variety 
of Passover books for children has 
expanded, too. 

Given the huge selection of 
Passover haggadot, perhaps it is no 
surprise. 

There are traditional biblical 
retellings of the Exodus story, 
toddler board books, children's 
versions of the haggadah, fanciful 
picture books starring spiders and 
frogs, books of songs, historical 
fiction of celebrating Passover in 
different times and cultures such 
as the Holocaust or in 
the Civil 
War era. 

Wh il e 
they may 
differ in 
approach, 
setting, • 
purpo s e 
and even 
quality, the 
books reflect 
the popular
ity of Passover 
for American 
Jewish families. 

Here are some new books that 
will add to the variety for young 
kids, enlivening and adding beauty 

Entertaining and educational tools 
to this beloved holiday that cel
ebrates freedom. 

• The L ittle Red Hen and 
the Passover Matzah, 
written by Leslie Kimmelman 
and illustrated by Paul Meisel, 
published by H oliday House, 
$16.95, for ages 4-8. 

The can-do Little Red Hen 
sets out to grow special wheat 
as she prepares to bake spe
cial matzah for her Passover 
seder. 

L ittle Red Hen is on her 
own, planting, harvesting 
and shlepping the wheat 
to the mill. All along, 
her lazy friends do noth
ing but lounge 

around the 
farm. This is no ordi
nary hen. She's got a 
Yiddish tongue. 

Sprinkled 
throughout the 
delightful , light
hearted tale are 
common Yiddish 
phrases such as 
kvetch, chutzpa 
and Oy Gevalt, 
with a glossary 
in the back. 

glori
ously bright, whimsical illustra
tions are a perfect pairing with 
Kimmelman's upbeat, engaging 
prose. Kids watch as the hen bakes 

the matzah and prepares the tradi
tional Passover food of hard-boiled 
eggs, parsley, apples and nuts, and 

gefilte fish. 

When 
her no

good n ik 
f a r m 

show up at 
H en's door 
all ready to 

partake in the seder, 
H en reminds herself of the hag
gadah's imperative to welcome all 
who are hungry. Together they 
enjoy a festive seder. Best of all, in 
the end, H en gets to recline. 

End-notes include a short 
description of Passover and a kid
friendJy recipe to make matzah. 

• A Tale of Two Seders, written 
by Mindy Avra Portnoy and illus
trated by Valeria Cis. Published by 
Kar-Ben, $17.95, for ages 5-9. 

In this thoughtful story, a young 
girl whose parents are divorced 
celebrates Passover with two sets 
of families, in two homes, with 
many versions of haroset. It's easier 

than Thanksgiving, because she 
doesn't have to decide where to eat 
- and there's lots of food. 

The story takes place over three 
years; that means six seders and six 
haroset recipes. 

The first year, "D ad's haroset 
didn't really stick together," the 
girl says, and mom's haroset tasted 
mostly like figs. 

The girl is com-
fortable at her ~ • ~ • 
mom's house and 
at her dad's apart
ment. Wise and 
inquisitive, the 
girl expresses 
her reactions 
and worries 
honestly. She 
und e r stands 
that her par
ents worry that she 
might be unhappy. At night she 
dreams sometimes that her family 
is back together. 

While the story centers on a 
serious subject, the author is not 
heavy-handed. It's a Passover 
story in a contemporary American 
family. The girl is likeable, believ
able and upbeat. She enjoys the 
seders and comments on the many 
versions of haroset that seem to 
differ from home to home and year 
to year, depending on the cook. 

Passover, Celebrating Now, 
Remembering Then, by Harriet 

Matzo Ball Soup • Gefilte Fish • Chopped Liver 

Kugels • Tzimmes • Haroset 

Ziefert with paintings by Karla 
Gudeon. Published by Blue Apple 
Books, $17.99. for ages 3-7. 

The history, symbols and tradi
tions of Passover come to life in 
this lavishly illustrated book by the 
award-winning team of Harriet 
Ziefert and Karla Gudeon, who 
created a similar book for H anuk
kah. The Passover book contrasts 
the ancient Exodus story with a 

joyful family celebra
tion of a seder. 

Each two-
page spread offers 
a simple explana

t ion and illustra
t ion of how the 

holiday is celebrated 
now. The page flaps 

open to reveal lively 
portrayals of the holi
day long ago. 

Colorful, folk-
inspired artwork depicts various 
scenes from the Egyptians chasing 
the Israelites through the desert 
to the parting of the sea, to the 
ancient Temple in Jerusalem. It's 
perfect for young children, who 
will enjoy the whimsical depiction 
of preparing for a seder. They can 
recognize the symbols such as the 
egg, the glass of wine and matzah. 
Open the flaps of the double pages 
to reveal the hidden illustrations. 

The narrative is simple but infor
mative, presented in poetic style. 

I • 

PICK UP 
OUR MENU 

Spring Vegetable Side Dishes • Kosher Chicken 

in store for a complete list 
of holiday offerings. 

Contact your local store for 
information about Holiday 

Menu Tastings! 

~:::;~•::;::::~::~::;~~mb ~ \0, 6 
Matzo Fudge Brownies A ~ 

Karnish Bread and more! ,, ' 

WHOLE 
FOODS~ 

M A R I< E T 

wwwjvhri.org 

PROVIDENCE, RI 261 Waterman Street • 401-272-1690 

PROVIDENCE, RI 601 North Main Street • 401-621-5990 

CRANSTON, RI l 51 Sockanosset Cross Road • 401-942-7600 

WHOLEFOODSMARKET.COM 

Whole Foods Market sells Kosher and non-Kosher foods. 

I 



PAGE 28 Jewish Voice <'1{_Herald March 19, 2010 

If you're not eating 
CASER1A's y9u're 
not eating pizza! 

51·1• OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
N 

l'Vlien Quality, Matter er, 

far Yaur Vmnu, 
t1ie, !!. ua1ity, of Yaur ~JiJu, 

SiuutldTM. 

IFJinie iiallll]P<O>Jr\t<e<d wines ifn»m <tlllrO lJllllt«l! \tlhtie 1Mvo1rlcd 

au!_!_!90RS 
Hou11:Mon-Sat9-10, Sun12-6 

University Marketplace• S71 North Main St· Providence 
Located next to Whole Foods 

LARRY LEVINE'S 
KOSHER MEATS & DELI 

You asked for it, 
So we are doing it! 

• By popular demand, we are delivering 
to Providence, Cranston & surrounding areas. 

• We have available the finest Kosher 
fresh meats and poultry. 

•Our own fresh cooked foods from 
Tevya's kitchen and a complete 

line of delicatessin and smoked fish, 
groceries and frozen foods. 

• CALL FOR OUR PASSOVER MENU • 
• Also, inquire about Catering by Tevya, 

full service catering, 
for all of your party needs. 

Try_ \1S. You'll like us! 

PASSOVER 
Pesah Holiday Calendar 

Editor's Note: Some synagogues 
have additional services than these 
listed. For complete information 
about additional services, contact the 
specific synagogue. 

Monday 
March29 
Erev Passover Service 
5:45 p.m. - Temple Beth El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

5:45 p.m. - Temple Ema nu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

6 p.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

6:49 p.m. - Congregation Beth 
Sholom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

Tuesday 
March30 
Pesah Morning Service 
9 a.m. - Congregation Agudas 
Ac him, 901 North Main St., Attle
boro, Mass 

9 a.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

9 a.m. - Congregation Beth Sho
lom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

9:15 a.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

10 a.m. - Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

Wednesday 
March31 
Pesah Morning Service 
9 a.m. - Congregation Beth Sho
lom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

9 a.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

9:15 a.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Ema nu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

Friday 
April 2 

Shabbat and Pesah Evening 
Service 
5:45 p.m. - Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

6 p.m. - Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

6.15 p.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

6:53 p.m. - Congregation Beth 
Sholom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

7 p.m. - Temple Beth-El, 70 Or
chard Ave., Providence 

7:30 p.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

7:30 p.m. - Congregation Agudas 
Achim with Scholar-in-Residence 
Rabbi Steve Nathan, 901 North 
Main St., Attleboro, Mass 

7:30 p.m. - Temple Shalom, 223 
Valley Rd., Middletown 

8 p.m. - United Brothers Syna
gogue, 205 High St., Bristol 

Saturday 
April 3 
Shabbat and Pesah Morning 
Service 
9 a.m. - Temple Beth-El, 70 Or
chard Ave., Providence 

9 a.m. - Congregation Beth Sho
lom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

9:15 a.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

9:30 a.m. - Congregation Beth 
David, 102 Kingstown Rd., Nar
ragansett 

9:30 a.m. - Congregation B'nai 
Israel, 224 Prospect St., Woon
socket 

www.BonnieSellsHouseS.com 

wwwjvhri.org 
' " 

#1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Agent 

in RI - 2009 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Bonnie Kaplan 
401-374-4488 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

10 a.m. - Congregation. Agudas 
Achim with Scholar-in-Residence 
Rabbi Steve Nathan, 901 North 
Main St., Attleboro, Mass 

10:30 a.m. - Temple Habonim (in
cludes Yizkor), 165 New Meadow 
Rd., Barrington 

10:45 a.m. - Temple Sinai, 30 
Hagen Ave., Cranston 

Sunday 
April4 
Pesah Evening Service 
5:45 p.m. - Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

6 p.m. - Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

6 p.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

6:30 p.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

6:30 p.m. - Temple Ema nu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

6:56 p.m. - Congregation Beth 
Sholom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

Monday 
April 5 
Pesah Morning Service 
9 a.m. - Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 North Main St., Attle
boro, Mass. 

9 a.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

9 a.m. - Congregation Beth Sho
lom, 275 Camp St., Providence 

9:15 a.m. - Temple To rat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Sinai (includes 
Yizkor), 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston 

10 a.m. - Temple Beth-El (includes 
Yizkor). 70 Orchard Ave., Provi
dence, 

Tuesday 
April 6 
Pesah Service with Yizkor 
8 a.m. - Congregation Beth David, 
102 Kingstown Rd., Narragansett 

9 a.m. - Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston 

9 a.m. - Congregation Beth Sho
lom, 275 Camp St, Providence 

9 a.m. - Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

9:30 a.m. - Temple Ema nu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

10 a.m. - Temple Shalom, 223 Val
ley Rd., Middletown 
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Spring dishes tempt the Passover palate 
BY Vo,cE & HERALD STAFF 

voiceherald@jFRl.org 

EVERYONE KNOWS 
by now that we are 
supposed to eat more 
fruits and vegetables, 

and fewer fats and carbohydrates. 
W hile these recipes are not wholly 
healthy, they look incredibly 
tempting, whether you're making 
them for Passover or any other 
time. 

Cranberry pineapple kugel 
Cranberry base ingredients 

Nonstick cooking spray 
4 cups matzah farfel 
1/3 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1 16-ounce whole berry 

cranberry sauce 
2/3 cup vegetable oil 
1/4 cup orange juice 

Pineapple topping ingredients 

4 large eggs, lightly beaten 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
1/4 potato starch 
1 20-ounce can drained pine

apple, drained 

Method 

Preheat oven to 350. 
Heavily spray a 10-inch spring

form pan with nonstick cooking 
spray. 

Place the farfel in a large 
strainer. Wet the farfel under run
ning water and drain. 

In a large bowl, mix the farfel, 
sugar, cinnamon, cranberry sauce, 
oil and orange juice. Use a wooden 

spoon to thoroughly combine. 
Press into the prepared pan. 

Prepare the pineapple topping. 
In a medium bowl, whisk the eggs 
and sugar. Add the oil, potato 
starch and pineapple. Mix. Pour 
over the cranberry base. 

Bake uncovered for 50 minutes. 
Run a knife or spatula around 
the perimeter to loosen the kugel 
before unmolding. 

Parve, makes 12 servings. 
Recipe is from Passover by 

Design, by Susie F ishbein, Mesorah 
Publications, Ltd., 2008. 

Spicy potato stacks 
Look for potatoes of similar 

diameter so that they line up easily 
when stacked. You should be able 
to get three to four slices from the 
Yukon Gold and red potatoes and 
five to six slices from each sweet 
potato. To make these stacks hot 
and spicy, add cayenne pepper to 
the barbecue spice blend. 

You can also slice an onion into 
very thin rings, coat with the same 
spices and roast alongside the 
potatoes. Insert a roasted onion 
slice between each potato slice. 

Ingredients 

1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon onion powder 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper 
1/2 teaspoon fine sea salt 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
2 large Yukon Gold potatoes, 

unpeeled, slicing into 1/2-inch 
slices, ends discarded 

1' assovcr Grcctittgs! 
FROM ... 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

632 Hope Street, Providence • 751-1430 • Fax 454-8096 

..r -" fRAn1110,--J ; -"~ 

PASSOVER WINE SALE 
Serving the East Side for over 37 years • Providing Kosher Wines 

for Passover to Jewish Families throughout the State 
CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE WINE FROM OUR KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER SElfCTION, INCLUDING: 

WINES HOM ISRAEL, SPAIN, ARGENTINA, ITALY AND iRANCE 

AND A LARGE SELECTION Of YOUR TRADITIONAL 
MANISCIIEWITZ WINES IN STOCK. 

VARIETALS INCLUDE: CABERNET, M ERLOT, 

CHARDONNAY, P1NoT Gruc,o, M oscATO, 

MONTEPUUCIANO, SANGIOVESE, PINOT BLANC 

,&SEVERAL OTHERS FOR YOUR SEDER 

2 large red potatoes, unpeeled, 
slicing into 1/2-inch slices, ends 
discarded 

2 sweet potatoes, unpeeled, slic
ing into 1/2-inch slices, ends dis
carded 

1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil 
fine sea salt 
fresh rosemary sprigs 

Ingredients 

Preheat oven to 400. 
Cover a large jelly-roll pan 

or cookie sheet with parchment 
paper. Set aside. 

In a small bowl, mix garlic 
powder, onion powder, paprika, 
black pepper, salt and cayenne. Set 
aside. 

Place all the sliced potatoes into 
a large mixing bowl. 

Pour the oil into the bowl and 
toss potatoes to coat. Sprinkle in 
the spice blend. Toss to coat well. 
Arrange the potatoes on a single 
layer on a prepared baking sheet. 

Roast the potatoes, uncovered, for 
20 minutes. 

Season with a sprinkle of salt. 
Make layered stacks using the 

three kinds of potatoes. Press 
a rosemary skewer through the 
center to secure each stack. Serve 
hot. 

Parve, makes 6-8 potato stacks. 
R ecipe is .from Passover by 

Design, by Susie Fishbein, M esorah 
Publications, Ltd., 2008. 

THANKYOU 
for voting Pizzico Ristorante 

Please consider us, ond our catering division, 
DECADENT CATERING, for your special 
occasions. We ore eager lo be port of 
your events including but not limited to: 

• Shivoh Meals with FREE home delivery 

• Bot and Bor Mitzvoh 

• Wedding Receptions al your 
venue of choice 

• Wedding Rehearsal Dinners al Pizzico 
• Bridal Showers 

• Baby Showers 

• Anniversaries etc. 

RISTO RA NT E 

Vi si t us at pizz icoristorante .com & decade ntcateringri.com 

762 Hop e S tr eet • Providence , R I 401 421 4114 

wwwjvhri.org 
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- ELI Z A BE T H -

ROB ERTS 
FOR RHODE ISLAND 

Lt. Governor Roberts Wishes -
You A Happy Passover 

WWW.ELIZABETHROBERTS.ORG 

Passouer q ,reTJxgs 

PASSOVER 
Life in World War II Japan 

Makin (T our own rationing, which allowed each 
o person, for example, 3/4 pound of 

matzah for Passover sugar and 3/4 pound ornour each 
month. Bread was also rationed 

Bv ELLIE ELBAUM and the allotment consisted of 
Special to The Voice & Herald two small loaves for each person 

each day. In order to be able to 
bake matzah, a representative 
of the Kobe Jewish community 
approached the director of the 
rationing office and requested 
that, a week before Passover, we 
receive the flour equivalent of 
the bread rations. This request 
was granted and during the rest 
of the war, we were able to bake 
matzah, though perhaps not to 
the highest standards of kashrut. 
But the symbolic va lue of the 

I n 1940, when I was a 
young girl, we moved 
from Harbin, Shanghai 
to Kobe, Japan to start a 

totally new life. In Japan , we 
were considered stateless White 
Russian Jews under the juris
diction of the foreign ministry. 
Japan, although an ally of Ger
many, did not share Germany's 
attitude toward Jews. Despite 
intense German propaganda, 
there were many examples 

tin ovens (approximately 15 x 12 
x 12 inches) that sat on the hiba
chis; all the baking was done in 
those tins. 

Roll ing matzah was a diffi
cult task that often required my 
father's assistance. To brown 
the top of the matzah we had 
to put hot charcoals on top of 
the ovens. My role in the pro
cess was to carefully remove the 
matzah from the cookie sheets 
without breaking them . To make 
matzah meal we had to crush the 
matzah with a rolling pin until it 
resembled flour. 

of respect and kindness 
toward our community in 
Kobe. In Shanghai, which 
came under Japanese mili-
tary occupation, though, 
the situation was quite dif
ferent. 

Harbin had a large Jewish 
population with a full com
plement of Jewish institu
tions, including synagogues, 
schools, a hospital etc., 
while in Kobe, the Jewish 
population was quite small 

At any one time, there were 
10 to 15 Jewish families in 
Karuizawa. We always cele

brated holidays with fami ly 
and friends with a strong 
focus on traditional foods 
- the children especially 
appreciated those foods . 

"1 recall Passover 
celebrations when 

American and Brit ish 
soldiers were welcomed 

into the homes of 
the Kobe Jewish 

We supplemented our 
meager rations with pur
chases from the black 
market and from the 
results of my father's efforts 
at farming. On our v~ry 
small farm plot, we grew a 
variety of vegetables, raised 
chickens and, at one time, 
even had two goats . My 
father even built an igloo to 
use for cold storage. 

and communal life centered 
on a single house. Part of that 
house served as a synagogue and 
the other part as a community 
center. 

Adhering to Jewish tradi
tions was not easy. For exam
ple, matzah was imported from 
Harbin and usually arrived a 
month after Passover, so it was 
saved for the following year. 
However, even this source was 
cut off after 1941, when Japan 
entered World War II. 

With World War II came food 

community." 

holiday was maintained. 
In 1943, we moved to a small 

village in the mountains, where 
life became more precarious. 
Karuizawa was a summer resort 
area, and the housing facilities 
reflected thi s. The houses were 
not insulated for a climate that 
was as least as cold or maybe 
colder than Rhode Island's. We 
had a wooden stove only in the 
dining/living room area. The 
kitchen had a gas plate with two 
burners and two hibachis but no 
oven. My mother ordered two 

Edith H. Aiello 
State Representative 

'k/~,(/IJ 
oll<if¥Ul'P~ 

Paid for by the committee to elect Edith H. Ajello 

wwwjvhri.org 

Nowadays, every year as Pass
over approaches, I recall Pass
over celebrations after World 
War II. Then, American and 
British soldiers were welcomed 
into the homes of the Kobe 
Jewish community - those were, 
indeed, joyous occasions. 

A retired nurse, Ellie Elbaum 
lives in Providence. She is an 
active member of the Community 
R elations Council of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
A11orncyGr11r.n1/ 1993-1999 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divorce/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
J l:fHU~Y B. Pt NI:. 

BRIAN G. Go1 osrnN 

321 Soulh Main St. · Suitd0l 
Providence, RI· 401.351.8200 

Summit Plaza · 231 Old lower Rd. 
\\~kcficld, RI• 401.788.9100 

www.pinelaw.com 

lhfRl~Cw1kffl5t1.!llt.r,,,-,mrldlf~pa(tl(t rlMW 
Tht(Oll'ldotsllOlbnwOfffftl,,.1/11 .. ~~«I~ 
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How to make a 
seder inclusive 

UNLIKE MOST Jewish 
holidays, Passover is 
observed primarily in 
the home. And the 

Passover seder, or ritual meal that 
marks the start of the festival, 
is the Jewish holiday with the 
highest participation rates. The 
second annual Passover and Easter 
Survey, conducted by Interfaith
Family.com, an independent 
non-profit publisher and advocacy 
membership association, found 
that Passover is an important holi
day for interfaith families, with 99 
percent of respondents saying they 
plan to celebrate Passover this year 
- up from 92 percent last year. 

An important Jewish value is to 
invite strangers to the seder, which 
celebrates freedom. The following 
tips are designed to make non
Jews feel more comfortable with 
the holiday, rituals and traditions. 

• Prepar~ your partner, chi ldren, 
and non-Jewish guests. As more 
and more non-Jewish partners and 
non-Jewish stepchildren attend 
seders, letting them know what to 
expect will be helpful. Whether 
you are hosting or attending a 
seder, explain what will happen, 
who will be there, what will be 
eaten and when, and what they 
will be asked to do during the 
meal. Tell everyone that welcom
ing non-Jews to the seder makes it 
a special and more valuable occa
sion and that the purpose of the 
seder is not to proselytize anyone, 
but to celebrate freedom. 

• Select the right hagaddah, the 
book that contains the order, bless
ings, narrative and songs for the 
seder. There are hagaddot to reflect 
different approaches and needs, 
from traditional to liberal, from 
recovering alcoholics to feminists 
to vegetarians and more. Consider 
selecting a hagaddah that uses 
Hebrew with aligned translation 
and transliteration, so that people 
unfamiliar with Hebrew are better 
able to follow along, is inclusive 
and reflects gender equality and 
provides background and explana
tions for the rituals. 

• Before the seder, rephrase 
parts of it to be more welcoming 
to the people who will be coming 
to it. Doing this with your part
ner's and/or children's help might 
enable them to feel more a part of 
things and can unite the fami ly. 

• A writer for InterfaithFamily. 
com wrote some wonderful bless
ings to add to the seder that spe
cifically welcome non-Jews. Check 
out the article, "Five Interfaith 
Passover Readings You Can Add 
to Your Haggadah," by Rabbi 
Geela Rayzel Raphael, at www. 
interfaithfamily.com. You can 
include some or all of these in 
your own seder, or write your own 
blessings, with your family. 

• Assign everyone passages from 
the hagaddah to read aloud during 

Passover tips for interfaith families 
the seder. Participating in this 
way can give your partner, chil
dren and friends a better oppor
tunity to experience the 

This discussion may engage your 
partner, children and friends. 

• Have fun. Seders can be 

tual Celebration Oewish Lights 
Publishing), some families add 
favorite songs that children learn 

seder. Review the hagaddah 
before the seder to identify 
appropriate sections for 
them. 

• Connect the story of the 
Passover liberation story to 

other freedom stories, past 
or present, political and/ 
or psychological (such as 
freedom from negative pat
terns). If there are particu-
lar struggles that people 
attending your seder would 

"Passover is an important 
holiday for interfaith 

families , with 99 percent 
of respondents saying they 
plan to celebrate Passover 

this year - up from 92 
percent last year." 

in religious school, such 
as "Go Down, Moses,'' 
"One Day When Pharaoh 
Awoke in His Bed," and 
others. A favorite parody is 
Only Nine Chairs by Debo
rah Uchill Miller (Kar-Ben 
Copies), a hilarious account 
of a family seder. For more 
tips on having fun at your 
seder, read Ron Wolfson's 
Ten Tips to Enliven the 
Seder: Ways to Delay That 
Fifth Question. 

relate to (such as the strug-
gle for independence in India if 
an Indian woman will attend), be 
sure to mention them. Or discuss 
"Ten Plagues" that we face today. 

From Page 1 

the organization's conference on 
March 14, and not because the 
agunah problem is close to resolu
tion. It's not. 

A reference to agunot during the 
conference's opening plenary drew 
only polite applause. 

Rather it was the appearance of 
Rabba Sara Hurwitz that brought 
the faithful to their feet - twice. 

"I stand here, I'm filled with 
emotion,'' Hun-vitz said during the 
conference's opening plenary. "The 
support I feel in this room is pal
pable." 

relaxed and informal. According 
to Ron Wolfson, a leading Jewish 
educator and the author of Pass
over: The Family Guide to Spiri-

• D on't forget the chil
dren. Traditional seders may have 
only three highlights for chil
dren: the Four Qiestions, the Ten 
Plagues and the search for the 

GETTING: A get isn't so straightforward 
this month not to ordain any more 
rabbas. 

While some Orthodox feminists 
were disappointed by the move, 
seeing it as a step back from the 
eventual ordination of Orthodox 
female rabbis, Hurwitz still enjoys 
something akin to rock star status 
at JOFA. She represents, for now, 
the upper limit of what women can 
achieve in Orthodox communal 
leadership. 

Hurwitz herself urged her audi
ence not to despais. 

ajikomen. Non-Jewish children 
attending seders may only pay 
attention to the last two. Some 
families have created a "Pat the 
Bunny"-type hagaddah for young 
children, using coloring sheets 
and cotton balls on pictures of 
sheep, sandpaper on pictures of 
bricks of the pyramids, grape 
scratch-and-sn iff stickers on pic
tures of the Kiddush cups. Some 
even give children "goody bags" 
filled with Passover symbols, frog 
stickers, even moist towelettes for 
the inevitable spills of wine. 

• After the seder, talk with your 
family about the ways in which 
they felt comfortable and uncom
fortable. Find ways to diminish 
any discomfort for the coming 
year's seder. 

Hurwitz is, and may well 
remain, the world's only rabba, 
a feminized version of the title 
"rabbi" that she was given by her 
mentor, Rabbi Avi Weiss. Weiss' 
announcement of the title in Janu
ary set off a firestorm of criticism 
that resulted in his public pledge 

"If it's these words that will pre
vent women from greater accep
tance in the community, rather 
than rejecting or losing faith in 
our rabbis, we must not give up," 
she said. "Perhaps now is the time 
to create and shape language that 
is more in tune with the political 
reality." 

faded from the 
JO FA agenda. It 
was the subject 
of several panel 
discussions, and 
the screening of 
parts of a docu
mentary on the 
subject drew an 
overflow crowd. 
The Center for 
Women's Justice, 
an Israeli advo
cacy group that 
files lawsuits on 
behalf of agunot, 
set up a table to 
distribute litera
ture. 

But the shift in 
RABBA SARA HURWITZ IJOFA 

The issue of agunot has hardly 

wwwjvhri.org 

focus was unmis-
takable, resulting at least in part 
from the fact that despite 40 years 
of activism and much progress, the 

agunah problem remains as intrac
table as ever. 

See CHAINED, Page 40 

-
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When to invite 
someone to the 

seder table? 

Bv SUZANNE K URTZ 

WASHINGTON QTA) - A few 
years ago I accepted an invitation 
to share a Passover seder at the 
home of my then-boyfriend's par
ents. 

Since we were becoming more 
serious as a couple, I was excited to 
experience this penultimate sign 
of family acceptance. I bought a 
cute new dress to wear and some 
gourmet kosher-for-Passover 
chocolates for his mom. I prepped 
by asking for 
short bios on 

ings - a lovely, albeit seder-length
ening, touch. A nd not surprising, 
I discovered, no one makes kugel 
better than my mother. 

In truth, it was a perfectly won
derful evenin g, and few expe
riences provided as intimate a 
window into the theater of my 
boyfriend's family. Their Pass
over hospitality, and peccadilloes, 
would set the bar for my relation
ships to come. 

H ospitality is more than encour
aged on Passover; it is required. 
W e are commanded to leave the 
door open for Elijah the prophet as 
well as to invite all who are hungry 
to come and eat. 

But when you are dating, the 
hungry can often interpret a 

come-and-eat 
invitation as 

second cousins 
"Few experiences more sym-

I'd be meet- bolic than the 
ing for the provided as intimate shank bone on 
first time and, a seder plate. 
in case • I was a window into A nd your 
asked, I prac-

the theater of my 
family can 

ticed the Four become either 
Qyestions. 

boyfriend's family." a boon or a 
S h o rt l y liability. 

after the seder 
began, it 
became apparent that this night 
indeed was going to be much dif
ferent from all other nights. 

I learned quickly that, in this 
fam ily, the actions of an ancient 
Egyptian pharaoh could spark a 
hot debate on current U.S. Middle 
East policy. I witnessed a haggadah 
reading enhanced by the insertion 
of several scratchy musical record-

"For me 
it's an invest

ment," says Tara C hantal Silver, 
32, a publicist in W ashing ton. 
"Passover is a very big deal in my 
family. I don't bring every guy 
home, just the ones who are spe
cial." 

So how do you know if it's the 
right time to extend an invitation 
to that someone special? 

"The fi rst question to ask your-

self is, 'do I want this person sit
ting beside me?"' says relationship 
expert Andrea Syrtash. "But it 
doesn't have to be a specific answer, 
like 'I want her to be the mother of 
my children.' I t's a gracious thing 
to invite someone for the holiday. 
No one normal or healthy would 
freak out by being asked." 

D ating coach Evan Marc Katz 

m1'"" 7N1V';t J A Zissen Pesah! 
TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

Our Torat Yisrael Family wishes you and those 
you love a sweet and inspiring Passover. 

Engaging, inclusive, joyous Conservative Judaism on Rhode Island's West Bay 
330 Park Avenue, Cranston, RI / 401-785-1800 www.toratyisrael.org 

Pre-school through 7h grade programs in Eas t Greenwich 

Amy Levin, Rabbi 
Ronni Guttin, Education Director 

Susan Smaller, President 
Devin Goldenberg, Hazzan 

wwwjvhri.org 

PASSOVER 

says to consider "the strength of 
the relationship over an arbitrary 
timeline." 

If you think the relationship has 
the potential to become long-term 
or serious eventually, Katz says, at 
some point, you're going to have to 
meet the family - and Passover is 
as good a time as any. 

Syrtash, author of How to Sur
vive Your In-Laws and the upcom
ing H e's just Not Your Type (And 
7hat's a Good 7hing), says couples 
should try to "have an open mind 
and remember there's no such 

thing as normal. What's weird to 
you is normal for him. Try not to 
have judgment." 

When he was unable to get 
back to his native M ontreal for 
Passover, architect Ian Roth, 35, 
accepted an invitation to spend 
Passover with his girlfriend Katy 
and her family in Denver. 

The seder was less traditional 
and more interpretative than his 
family's and the meal was less 
extravagant than his mother's, 
says Roth, but "it was nice just 
being welcomed. It helped me 
have a warm feeling towards her 
and her family." 

Syrtash suggests couples dis
cuss in advance what Passover 
looks like in their family's home. 
Give a warning if expecting a 
nosy aunt and, if the relationship 

' is serious, discuss what customs 
you hope to retain or discard in 
the future, she says. 

For couples with a non-Jewish 
partner, this is especially impor
tant. Syrtash recommends pre
paring the non-Jewish partner on 
what to expect at a seder. 

"A pproach it with enthusiasm, 
and go over a few things like 
the rituals and story of Passover 
before he or she gets to the table 

for the fi rst time," she says. ''I t's a 
fun, festive holiday and it should 
feel light ." 

When you are dating, navigat
ing Passover can become a repre
sentation of the relationship, says 
Syrtash, and it can "signify a lot." 
But she also says to keep in mind 
that "Passover is not a wedding. 
You don't need a plus one." 

Because if the relationship 
doesn't work out, it 's important to 
remember there's always next year 
in Jerusalem . And mom's kugel. 

7f;apJUJ q)lLUOOll 
Russell and Joyce Robinson 
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Showroom in Rhode Island 
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REMEMBER THE P AST 

From the Archives of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association 

Why is this night different ... 
The third seder was 
a celebration and a 

fundraiser 

Bv GERALDI NE Fos-rrn 
Special to The Voice & H erald T HE OTHER DAY, 

while sea rching the 
Internet, I came 
across the arch ive 

of the Yiddish writer D ov id 
Pinski. In it was a group picture 
taken in 1934 at the Waldorf 
A storia H otel in New York. 
Front row center was Albert 
Einstein in a tux , Mrs. Ein
stein in a gown and furs. The 
occasion was the third seder 
on behalf of the Gewerkschaften 
Campaign (litera lly, " labor 
union") of the United H ebrew 
Trades in the U.S . in support of 
the Histadr'ut, the Confedera
tion of Jewish Workers in what 
was t hen Palestine. 

Professor Einstein , the guest 
of honor that evening, had 
endorsed th e campaig n, as 
had others includi ng U.S. 
Supreme Cou rt Ju st ice 
Louis D. Brandeis, Wi l
liam Green, president of 

Providence Passover Journal 

TI,~ 1'wontn:at Ct •bro·1t.r: t 1n,. lURD ·srnrn and 1no;1 opemn9 
of the Ca.'TlpolQrl io.: tt.~ Jewish Worl:"'' Oroanlzat!oru; In Pa1a.ttn., 
Sunday fJYC:r'ir.<,. Ar II 19-'lb .::it thi f\·::m'OQ".1 ,'I Hotel. Pmv1d1mce 

Courtesy JR.I. Jewish HIS1:orlcal Associat ion 

eat a festive 
meal a nd 
end with 
familiar 
so ngs. Why 
not a third 
seder? Why 
not hold a 
community
wide gath-
ering, tell 
the story 
of the men 
and women 
who left 
their homes 
to come 
to rebuild 
the Jewish 
h ome l a nd , 
serve some 
s i m p l e 
r ef r es h 
m e n t s , 
pr ov id e 
en tert a in -
m e n t , 

in April here in Rhode I sland . 
Alter Boyman , H enry Burt and 
Morris Beeber wanted to do 

sing some 
H ebrew songs and listen to a 
guest speaker of the work of 

something other than merely Histadrut? 
The first such event - a 

third seder - was held in 

"The third seder was 
the American Federation 
of Labor; Norman Thomas; 
and Abraham Cahan, 
publisher of the Forward, 
among others, si nce its 
inception in 1924. It was 
also embraced by the Poale 
Zion, the L abor Zionist 
Organization. 

taken up by a number of 
different organizations 

that reshaped the idea to 
f1t their own needs." 

April 1926 at Zi on's Res
taurant and was late r moved 
to the Narragansett Hotel , 
where the huge ballroom 
was fi lled to capacity. With 
the third seder came the 
annual issue of the Provi-
dence Passover j ournal, a 
publication in Yiddish and 
English that was edited 

So what had this to do 
with the history of the Jews of 
Rhode I sland? 

The idea for a third seder orig
inated in Providence when three 
men , members of Poale Zion, 
were di scuss ing the forthcom
ing Gewerkschaften Campaign 

ask for donations. They wanted 
to bring people together for a 
cu ltural program in a friendly 
setting after the two nights of 
seder. On seder nights, fami
lies gathered to retell the story 
of our liberation from slavery, 

by Alter Boyman. A fea
ture was his letter to a fi c tional 
friend in which he , using one 
of his pseudonyms, disc ussed 
the events of the year in Rhode 
I sland. Some of his comments 
were satir ic, o thers positive. 
Then there were stories like the 

Celebrate Passover with Edible AITangements® 
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J,.<1cl'll1e, 1v1,t111t, ull I • 8118 • 717 • 4lS8 or vbll ulra.,thl1e.com 
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one about the ex hibit of Israel i 
art at one of the temples . Mor
ally it was a success , he wrote, 
but financia lly a di sappoint
ment . One gentleman bought a 
painting of the prophet Isa iah, 
but hi s wife objected to the 
prophet's bea rd, so he d id not 
take the painting home. Other
wise, the exhibit was an abso
lute delight. 

Each issue also contained 
poetry by Solomon Lightman 
and Samuel Sherman; articles 
by loca l rabbis and community 
leaders, by national office rs of 
Poale Z ion; di scussions of the 
work of H ebrew and Yiddish 
authors; and an article or two 
by yours truly. 

The Providence Passover j our
nal ceased publication in 1964. 
By then most of the origina
tors and supporters of the third 
seder as well as contributors 
to the publication had passed 
away. The Gewerkschaften Cam
paig n was a lso long gone in 

Rhode I sland: the General 
Jewish Committee provided an 
allocation . There was no longer 
a need for a separate drive. 

The third seder continued for 
a few years as a celebration of 
the Histadrut with a n added 
ceremony, the lighting of can
dles for the 6 million who per
ished in the Holocaust. 

The first fou r bound issues of 
the Providence Passover j ournal 
were donated to a temple library 
but have si nce di sappeared. 
Most of the remaining issues 
are part of our archives at the 
Rhode Is land J ewish Historical 
A ssoc iation. 

Over the years the third seder 
was ta ken up by a number of 
different orga nizations that 
reshaped the idea to fit their 
own needs with realizing where 
and why the origi n was born. 

Geraldine Foster is a past p resi
dent of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Association. 

The Board of Directors and ltaff of 
Jewish ~nion Agency 

of Rhode llland 

wish you 
and your family 
a Happy Passover 

Paul Barrette 
Executive Director 

¾~-- ···-. 
~ . : 
. ' 

~' ti C. 

Susan Leach DeBlasio 
President 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
"Putting life into living" "" 

AgeWell RI , Celebrations Adult Day Services Center at Tama risk, 
Jewish Elderca re of Rhode Island Outreach Program, 

Jewish Seniors Agency Women's Association, 
Shalom and Shalom II Apartments, 

Th e Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence, 
To Life Center Adu lt Day Services at JSA 

www.jsari .org 
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Ask the Expert: Gluten-free matzot 

What's a person 
to do? 

However, on Passover, specifi- N.]. 
cally at the seders, it is a mitzvah to tion 

Qµestion: I'm gluten intolerant, 
but I know it's a mitzvah to eat 
matzah on Passover. Are there any 
gluten-free matzot for people who 
can't digest gluten? 

Linda 
Answer: Gluten is the common 

name for proteins found in all 
forms of wheat, rye, barley and 
triticale. These days, lots of people 
are discovering that their bodies 
have trouble digesting gluten, 
or that they have celiac disease, 
which means that any glutinous 
food they eat causes damage to 
their small intestine. 

eat matzah, and matzah is made of 
flour and water, which means 
it is chock full of 
gluten. So 
what's a 
g luten
into 1-

g lute n-free 
oat matzah! 
Oats are one 
of the five 

matzah , but they 
are generally not 
glutinous. (I say that 
they're generally not 

In many ways, Passover is a 
wonderful week for those who 
observe gluten-free diets. Many 
foods that normally contain wheat 
are made with recipes that leave 
out the flour, thus making them 
gluten-free. There are kosher-for
Passover bakeries that function 
without flour completely, and 
many people with celiac disease 
have been known to stock up on 
Passover pastries to freeze and eat 
during the rest of the year. 

glutinous because oats , ' for Passover and 
often are contaminated ~ gluten-free, are also shmura 

......,,..."""'~- .. ~ 
o.r.-0v-~-.-...,M.M .. ,-e.:-.,.o,, 

lltl~~ ... --........ ..,, ... -.,-., ..... 
"() .... \('rOfl"'("~·J- ol~(lr'~ ... "·- .... o,,.,- • .,_,,, ._ __ ... __ 

~,-._ (U,1 IU)Uk '°"Mltj 

-.-1,-,,~ ..... ,-.. -~,---r..,..... 
with tiny bits of gluten, ("guarded" against contamina-
and so some people with celiac dis- tion with leaven), and quite pricey ~----------------------------' 
ease refrain from eating oats just as (think upwards ofS25 a box), avail-
a precaution.) able at many kosher stores. But 

cholesterol, and how many people 
can say they were lowering their 

Butcherie, 428 Harvard St. , Brook
line, Mass. orwww.butcherie.com, or 

www.glutenfreeoatmatzah . 
com or http:1/lakewoodmat
zah.com_gluten_free.asp 

As far as I know, only one com- one box of matzah can easily last 
pany is producing oat matzot, and a person who doesn't like matzah 
it's based in Manchester, England, (i.e., anyone with two 
and a distributor in Lakewood, wits about her) for the 

A Kosher & Happv Passover B'H 

2010 Holiday Schedule 5770 

Remember 
Search for Chometz - Sunday night, March 28TH 

Fast or Siyum of first-born - Monday, March 29TH 

Monday, March 29th 

Providence time only 
Eating of Chometz: until 1 0:00 a.m. 
Burning of Chometz: until 11 :30 a .m. 

Passover begins: 

Seder begins at: 

Passover ends: 

6:47 p.m. 

8:00 p .m. 

Tuesday, April 6 
8:10 p.m. 

Candle lighting times for Passover 2010 
Providence time 

Monday, March 29 ........ . 6:47 p .m. 
Tuesday, March 30 ......... 8:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 2 .... .......... ... 6 :51 p.m. 
Sunday, April 4 ............... 6:54 p.m. 
Monday, April 5 ............ .. 8 :202 p .m. 

Blessings Blessing 
March 29: .. First Eve of Passover .................. 1 & 2 
March 30: .. Second Eve of Passover . .. .......... 1 & 2 
April 2 ........ Eve of Third Intermediate Day .... 3 
April 4 ..... ... Seventh Eve of Passover .. ... . ... .. . 1 
April 5 ....... Eighth Eve of Passover ............... 1 

#1 BO-RUH A-TOH ADO-NOi E- LO-HEI-NU ME
LECH HO-OLOM A-SHER Kl-DE-SHA-NU BE
MITZ- VO-TOV VI -TZI -VO-NU LE- HAD-LIK NER 
SHEL YOM-TOV 

#2 BO- RUCH A -TOH ADO-NOi E-LO-HEI-NU ME
LECH HO- OLOM SHE-HEH-CHE-YOH-NU VI
KIYE- MONU VE- HE GE-O-NU LEZ-MAN HA-ZEH 

#3 BO- RUCH A-TOH ADO-NOi E-LO- HEI-NU ME
LECH HO-OLOM A-SHER Kl-DE-SHA-NU BE
MITZ-VO-TOV VI-TZI-VO-NU LE-HAD-LIK NER 
SHEL SHA-BAT KO- DESH 

Special instructions for holidays (but not Shabbat). 
On holidays it is forbidden to create a new fire by strik
ing a match, lighter, et c. However. it is permissib le to 
u se a flame a lready burning continuously since b e fore 
the inception of the holiday, s uch as a pilot light, gas or 
candle flame . 

Courtesy of Chabad lubavitch 
48 Savoy St. • Providence, RI 02906 

401 ·273•7238 
Plea5e do not d es t roy or deface Ihis card. 

entire holiday, so many 
consider it a worthwhile 
investment. 

In the interest of full 
disclosure, I should tell 
you that my sources 
claim oat matzah is 
just as tasteless and 
cardboardy as regular 

"On Passover, it is a mitzvah 
to eat matzah, and matzah is 

full of gluten. What's a gluten
intolerant person to do?" 

A s a ]TA subscriber, 
The Voice & H erald may 
reprint the MyfewishLe
arning.com ';,lsk the Expert" 
columns. 

matzah. On the upside, though, 
oats are good for lowering your 

cholesterol over Passover? 

For gluten-free resources, visit the 

For more information 
about Judaism and Jewish 

lift, visit MyfewishLeaming.com. 

The Future of Public School 
Reform in Rhode Island 

Deborah Gist 
Rl Commisionor 
of Education 

Or. William Simmons 
Director. Annenberg Institute 
for School Reform , 
Brown University 

M ichael A Lazzareschi 
Principal. N athan Bishop 
Middle School 

Elizebeth Burke Bryant 
Executive Director, 
R I K ids Count 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Director of Rhode Is land Kids Count will moderate a 
prestigious panel of educational leaders who will share their hopes for 
our public schools . The evening is co-sponsored by Temple Beth- El , 
Central Congregational Church. and St. Martin's Church. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Temple Beth- E l 
70 Orchard Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 
www.te mple - b e th -el .org 
401-331-6070 
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S CIENCE AND SOCIETY 

Moral decisions in the winter of life 
Bioethics must 

respond to an ever
changing world 

involving individual physician 
behavior or misbehavior, patient 
commitment or abandonment, 
professional honesty or dishonesty, 
competence or incompetence, but 
the major confrontation then was 
between the physician, his medi
cal society and his Creator. And 
so, 65 years ago, bioethics 

departments in universities. 
Most important was the real

ization that Jewish bioethics was 
inevitably an evolving, syncretic 
discipline. In the words of one 
Jewish ethicist. Rabbi Y. Potok, 
"It is a tradition of continued and 
ongoing questioning rather than 

Thus, in a more orthodox view, 
a duty to preserve life takes prece
dence over any presumed right to 
withhold valid therapies. And to 
those who would advocate a pas
sive form of euthanasia, a Jewish 
ethicist may ask: ''When has the 
created usurped the role of the Cre-

Each therapeutic path, each 
clinical intervention, carries rami
fications and subtleties that only 
the patient can fully integrate; 
and it is therefore only the fully 
informed patient who may make 
the ultimate decisions. THERE M AY HAVE 

been a time in the 
past when decisions 
concerning the care of 

the terminally ill or the elderly 
were patently and unambiguously 
clear, when moral relativism was 
a phrase confined to learned text

was a mixture of profes
sional probity, exhortation, 
local precedent and mar
ginal philosophies. (After 
all, what ethical issues are 
there to discuss if there are 
no effective therapeutic 
choices?) The two major 
forms of unethical behav-

"Each therapeutic path, each 
clinica1 intervention, carries 
ramifications and subt1eties 

ator?" But there are nuances 
overlapping nuances since 
one ethicist may see uninter
rupted therapy as prolong
ing life, while another may 
view the same intervention 
as merely prolonging death. 

And so, in the unceasing encoun
ter between established spiritual 
values and the relentless advance of 
medical technologies, what can we 
be sure of? The expanding mission 
of bioethics must now embrace an 
understanding of the boundar
ies of life, the allocation of scarce 
biomedical resources, and a respect 
for the awesome religious and ide
ological divergencies of the criti
cally ill population. Bioethics must 
respond adaptively to a changing 
world. And the only certainly to 
take comfort in, therefore, is the 
inevitability of the unforeseen. 

books and when 
right was plainly 
distinguishable 
from wrong. 

that on1y the patient can 
fu11y integrate." 

W hat are the basic prem-
ises of modern bioethics, 
within the framework of 
palliative care, that are gen
erally accepted? That there 
be beneficence (doing good), 

Stanley 
Aronson, M.O. 

The ethos of 
any culture is 
represented by 
that gathering of 
moral principles 
or values that it 
cherishes, abides 
by and generally 
defends. And 

ethics then d; fines these values 
and moral principles assembled 
into a systematic set of rules as 
viewed in terms of wrongness or 
rightness. Bioethics is a recent 
term said to be coined by Sargent 
Shriver, brother-in-law of John F. 
Kennedy, in a speech he gave in 
1970. He declared that bioethics 
denotes the application of moral 
philosophy to problems in clinical 
medicine. 

The intimacy of medicine with 
ethics is ancient. O f course there 
have been moral issues in the past 

ior were fee splitting and 
illegal abortion. 

People of science have 
often decried any artificially 
declared subsets of their special
ties; and thus such phrases as 
Bulgarian physics or Syrian math
ematics seems just as ludicrous as 
Australian laws of gravity. But 
when it comes to ethics, can there 
be legitimacy in terms such as 
C hristian ethics or Jewish bioeth
ics? 

Jewish bioethics began with 
the cumulative rabbinical inter
pretations of both written and 
oral law as applied to clinical set
tings. In the minds of many not 
intimate with halakhah, however, 
it emerged with remembrances of 
their Jewish grandmother's many 
kitchen sayings, evolving then into 
comprehensive, interdisciplinary 
studies justifying ethics commit
tees in hospitals and autonomous 

one of absolute theological law 
passed down from above." And 
people who could not define such 
words as "non-malfeasance" or 
"beneficence" are nonetheless now 
conversant with names such as 
Karen Ann 01,inlan, Terri Schi
avo and Nancy Cruzan. 

What distinguishes Jewish bio
ethics beyond, of course, a recog
nition of the primacy of halakhic 
law? Jewish ethics, at least in its 
most conservative form, requires 
that an ethical dilemma be framed 
in terms of owed duties rather than 
individual rights. And ultimately, 
according to Rabbi Potok, "that 
life has infinite value; aging, illness 
and death are a natural part oflife; 
and improvement of the patient's 
quality of life is a constant com
mitment." 

When a stroke hits,/seconds count. 

I 
In the moments following a stroke,' This designation means our staff has 
you want to be treated at a hospital been specially trained to treat stroke 
that recognizes the importance of patients. At the Stroke Center at Roger 
each second. Roger Williams Medical Will iams, t he care you receive can 
Center is proud to be recognized as a improve your chance of recovery while 
Stroke Center and a participant in the reducing the risk of a secondary attack. 
American Stroke Association's "Get 
With The Guidelines" Stroke program. r To learn more about the Stroke 

Center at Roger Williams Medical 
Center, please visit www.rwmc.org 

wwwjvhri.org 

that harm be avoided (non-mal
feasance), that justice and equity 
be rendered and, above all other 
principles, that the patient's wishes 
and autonomy be scrupulously 
observed and take precedence 
above all other considerations. 

Stanley M . Aronson, M.D ., is the 
dean of medicine emeritus, Brown 
University. Contact him at smamd@ 
cox.net. 

Hasidic community in 
Northeast, Israel may he at 

high risk for infection 
Health advisory on 

mumps 
BY VOICE & H ERALD STA FF 

voiceherald@jFRl.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Rhode 
Island Department of H ealth has 
issued an advisory about mumps 
from the Centers for D isease Con
trol and Prevention ("CDC"). 

In collaboration with public 
health officials in several North
eastern states, the CDC continues 
to investigate a multi-state mumps 
outbreak. With populations of 
H asidic Jews from New York and 
New Jersey primarily affected, this 
outbreak is also occurring among 
members of the same population 
in Israel. 

With many people traveling 
for Passover, the opportunities to 
transmit mumps may increase. 

The CD C recommends that 
medical providers ensure that their 
patients in the H asidic community 
- children and adults alike - are 

up-to-date with measles-mumps
rubella (MMR) vaccine. The 
second dose of MMR vaccine for 
children may be administered as 
early as 28 days following the fi rst 
dose. 

H ealthcare providers may con
sider offering a second dose of 
MMR vaccine to adults who have 
received one dose. 

H ealthcare providers who have 
contact with the H asidic commu
nity should ensure that all their 
staff members are immune to 
mumps or receive two doses of the 
MMR vaccine. 

Additional recommendations: 
Individuals with suspected mumps 
should be isolated for five days 
after the onset of parotitis (swell
ing and tenderness of the glands on 
either side of the face); if they visit 
a health-care setting, droplet pre
cautions should be initiated imme
diately. A ny suspected mumps case 
should be reported to the health 
department in the area where the 
patient resides. 

The h11e n1ea11ing of life is to p/0111 trees 1mder 
whose shade yo11 do 1101 e..-xpect lo sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One of the most enduring acts of your Li fetime. 
To !cam more: 401.455.8050 or w\V\v.pro,·tib.otg. 

..... 
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BUYING: 
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WHISPERING 
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University of Rhode Island 
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rentachuppah@gmail.com 
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For A Better Job Call 
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Swastika discovered at Calif. 

university dorm 

(JTA) - A swastika was discovered 
carved into a hallway bulletin board 
at a residence hall at the University 
of California.Davis. 

Five other swastikas have been 
found on the campus in recent 
weeks, according to the university. 
The first was discovered carved on 
the door of a Jewish student's dorm 
room in late February; four more 
were spray-painted around campus 
earlier this month. 

German community dedicates 
new synagogue 

BERLIN (JTA) - More than 70 years 
after it5 synagogue was destroyed 
by Nazi rioters, the German town 
of Herford dedicated a new Jewish 
house of worship. 

In a ceremony on March 14. local 
and nat ional Jewish leaders and 
dergy joined to unveil the new 

structure, which will serve the 106-
member community - 90 percent 
are immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union. 

The new synagogue cost about 
$2.7 million, a third of which was 
borne by the German government. 
Another $137,000 is needed. 

The Jewish population in Germany 
has quadrupled since 1990 with the 
influx of Jews from the former Soviet 
Union, with an estimated 200,000 
Jews now in the country. Only about 
half are affiliated with Jewish com· 
munities. 

Indian synagogue guarded 
after fake terror alert 

(JTA) - Indian security took up posi· 
tions around an ancient synagogue 
in Kochi following a terror alert that 
turned out to be a hoa,c 

The Paradesi Synagogue and 
other sensitive areas in the city were 
guarded over the weekend follow-
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World Briefs 
ing a terrorist threat issued in a text The BND is corn::emed that if 
message, reportedly by the terror· the information is released it will 
ist organization that perpetrated cause other nations to stop shar
the attacks on 10 sites in Mumbai ing intelligence with Germany. 
in November 2008. including the The Mossad captured Eichmann in 
Chabad Jewish center. 

Buenos Aires in 1960. In Israel, he 
was tried and found guilty of com· 
mitting crimes against humanity. and 
hanged. 

Indian police on March 14 arrested 
three college students for d rculating 
the text message. 

Germany challenging request 

to open Eichmann files 

(JTA) - Germany is challenging a 
journalist's request to declassify files 
pertaining to the 15 years Nari war 
criminal Adolf Eichmann spent as a 
fugitive. 

German journalist Gabriele 
Weber filed a claim requesting the 
4,500 pages of secret documents 
on Eichmann to be released. The 
court is expected to rule soon on 
whether the German foreign intelli
gence agency. the BNO. is justified in 
continuing to keep the files classified. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 

VACATION RENTAL 
Vacation rental in the Berkshires 

in August, one week. New Oak and 
Spruce Resort, two bedroom, two 

bath, sleeps 4 to 6. Near Tanglewood 
and Stockbridge. $800. 

Call 401-884-1334. 
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SILICON: Valley would be wiped out without ASD 
From Page 19 

"normal brain," Grandin said that 
people with ASD notice details, 
but not the big picture. They also 
find objects more interesting than 
people's faces, she said. People 
with normal brains focus on peo
ple's eyes, while those with ASD 
focus on their mouths. 

Visual problems that can't be 
detected in a routine eye exam 
can often be addressed with very 
simple "fixest she said, dismiss
ing the need for scientific studies. 
Students with these visual prob
lems, which can range from fall
ing apart with fluorescent lights or 
seeing the letters jiggle and jump 
on the page, for example) may 
benefit from: wearing sunglasses 
or a cap to block fluorescent lights, 
printing documents on pastel or 

tan paper, sitting near a window 
to minimize fluorescent lights or 
using a laptop. "I think bottom 
up," she said. "If a $15 pair of sun
glasses keeps a kid from freaking 
out, why not?" 

While no medications cure 
or specifically treat ASD, some 
medications treat ASD symptoms, 
such as anxiety and panic. Gran
din's advice: New isn't necessarily 
better, and don't expect the symp
toms to be 100 percent controlled. 
Try only one thing - diet, drugs, 
different school, etc. - at a time, 
she said. 

"Fear is the main emotion of 
those with ASD," she said. "We're 
looking for danger when there 
is none." Grandin has learned to 
moderate her childlike emotional 
outbursts of anger, sadness and 

happiness. "I've replaced emo
tional intensity with intellectual 
intensity." 

ACTING COACH LOVES AUTISM 

After adopting a child from 
Russia with ASD, Hall has come 
to "love autism" for all the wonder
ful people her son's challenges have 
brought into her life. "Typical" is 
over-rated, she said. As a parent 
and creator of"Autism, The Musi
cal," (about children with autism) 
she recommends: Set an intention 
and be purposeful in your actions; 
accept your own "stuff" and accept 
your child's ASD; understand your 
child's sensory profile to help him 
or her learn how to self-regulate. 
For many children, a popped bal
loon is a minor irritant at worst; for 
some children with ASD, it can 
trigger a major meltdown; know-

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 
The Dickens Family of 

BELWING TURKEY FARM 
773 Taunton Avenue , Seekonk, MA • 508-336-9142 

T',:-~1-A ~R"iS 'K 
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ing what triggers to avoid can help 
your child. 

Anxiety about the unknown are 
frequent for children with ASD, 
who have trouble with background 
information and noise. It's as if, she 
said, they're in a room with all the 
television stations on at one time. 

On Feb. 22 , Prizant moderated 
a session on autism at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island. Sponsored by the Bureau 
of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island (BJERI), a screening of 

"Autistic License," a film of a play 
about a family's life with an autistic 
child was followed by discussion 
and questions. Told from differ
ent family members' perspectives, 
"Autistic License" portrayed the 
heartbreaks and joys of raising a 
child with ASD. 

With contributions from Beth 
Brier, the director of special education 
fa r the Bureau of Jew ish Education of 
Rhode Island. 

Resources 
Visit www.templegran

din.com for more information 
about Grandin's books, views 
on autism and to sign up on her 
mailing list. 

• "Autism: The Musical" may 
be borrowed from BJERI. Con
tact 331-0956. 

• "Autistic License" is available 
for $25 from the BJERI. Con
tact Beth Brier at bbrier@bjeri. 

org or 331-0956. 

Community Autism 
Resources, Inc. is a community 
services organization based in 
Swansea, Mass., that is funded 
by the Massachusetts Depart
ment of Developmental Services 
and private donations. Visit their 
Web site at www.community
autism-resources.com; or call 
508-379-0371. 

Red flags of ASD 
IF YOUR BABY shows two 

or more of these signs, ask 
your pediatrician for a prompt 
evaluation: 

Impaired social interaction 
with lack of: 

Appropriate eye gaze 
• Warm, joyful expressions 
• Sharing interest or 

enjoyment 
• Response to name 
Impaired communications: 
• Lack of showing gestures 
• Poor coordination of 

nonverbal communication 
• Unusual prosody (little 

variation in pitch , odd 
intonation, irregular rhythm or 
unusual voice quality) 

Repetitive behaviors and 
restricted interests: 

• Repetitive movements with 
objects 

' I 

• Repetitive movements or 
posturing of body, arms, hands 
or fingers. 

Barry Prizant, Ph.D., CCC
SLP, provided information about 
these "red flags." Prizant, an 
adjunct proftssor in the Center far 
Human Development at Brown 
University, and the director 
of Childhood Communication 
Services, a private practice, cited 
an article, "Early indicators of 
autism spectrum disorders in the 
second year of life," by Wetherby, 
A., Woods,], Al/en, L., Cleary,], 
Dickinson, H., & Lord, C. (2004 
that was published in the "journal 
of Autism and Developmental 
Disorders,• 34, at pages 473-493, 
far his research. 

-~ t Communilr Aul ism R& .,. : ej 
~ / "P r omises to ~eep 

Comrnuntty Autll,m Rnources Is comprised of families 
and ~ who have been strengthened by the 
~ of autism In our llvea and who are dedicated 
lo *'PPonlng lndtvtdual1 wtth ASO and their families. 
OurCOfflrnltrnent to • hartng knowtectge, lnfonnaHon, 
Ind enhancing lkltll WIii enable persons with autism to 
... ~ ancl lulftlllng "·"· 
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TORAH 

Leviticus focuses on 
the laws of the priests 

Bv J UDITH R OMNEY WEGNER 

Special to The Voice & H erald 

LEVITICUS, THIRD 
of the Five Books of 
Moses, occupies a 
central position in the 

Torah. This is no accident; accord
ing to modern scholarship, our 
Torah text was assembled 2,500 
years ago by an Israelite priest, 
probably Ezra the priest-scribe. 
(See Ezra ch.7 and Nehemiah 
ch.8) Combining four ancient tra
ditions into a single scripture, he 
gave pride of place to the priestly 
tradition by making it literally 
and metaphorically central to the 
Torah and by placing the priestly 
Creation story up front in Genesis 
ch.l while relegating the older 
version to Genesis ch.2). 

The bulk of the priestly text 
commences at Exodus ch.25, runs 
right through Leviticus, and con
tinues through much of the Book 
of Numbers - actually comprising 
half of the entire Torah. 

W hile the names of the first 
two books, Genesis and Exodus, 
reflect their contents, this is not 
so with Leviticus, which never 
mentions Levites (beyond a brief 
allusion to their property redemp
tion rights in the Jubilee Year). 
Even Leviticus' Hebrew name, 

--- - - - ---- - - -- - -
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TORAH TRIVIA 

The Book of Leviticus 
Va-yikra - the book's opening 
word - tells us only that God 
"summoned" Moses (Va-yikra el 
M osheh). The Levites' religious 
function emerges only in the 
Book of Numbers; but if we focus 
on the Book of Leviticus alone, 
its title is a misnomer. The term 
"Levite" appears there just twice 
(Lev. 25:32-33), as opposed to 65 
times in Numbers! 

The division into five books 
with chapters and verses, and the 
assignment of Latin names, 

technical details of the sacrificial 
cult. But underpinning the system 
is a concept set forth in chapter 
19:2: "You shall be holy, for I the 
LORD your God am holy." Usu
ally translated "holy," the adjective 
kadosh literally means "special" or 
"set apart." God "chose" Israel 
because Israel "chose" God; and 
the "chosen" were exhorted to 
uphold ethical benchmarks like 
reverence for parents (Lev. 19:3), 
love of one's "neighbor" (Lev. 

librium by bringing God a gift to 
atone for human error, or a quid 
pro quo for a benefit received, or 
sometimes an anticipatory offer
ing ("I give so that you may give") 
- hoping God would restore 
cosmic balance by, say, sending 
rain, so crucial in that part of the 
world. 

Priestly concern with holiness 
and purity extended to obser
vance of food taboos, sexual 
prohibitions, and sacred days. 

religions termed miasma. 

was made not by the rabbis ------------------
Chapter 11 deals with the 
laws of kashrut - though the 
actual word kasher ("fit" or 
"suitable") does not appear 
there or elsewhere in the 
Torah. Chapter 18 prohib-

This polluted everything it 
contacted. The ancient Israelite 
religion, like H induism, Zoro
astrianism, and later, Islam, 
demanded purification by ritual 
bathing after contact with corpses, 
menstruating women or individu
als with skin diseases like tsara'at 
(mistranslated "leprosy" - it was 
not H ansen's disea&e). Leviticus 
required kohanim, in particular, 
to avoid contact with pollutants 
as their cultic duties demanded a 
state of taharah (cultic purity) in 
order to enter the Sanctuary. but by early church fathers, 

who needed a handy way to 
cite scripture for study and 
discussion. But the early 
rabbis dubbed Leviticus 
Tora! Kohanim, "the Law 
of the Priests," which is its 
primary focus. It records the 
hereditary status, function 
and duties of the kohanim 
- priests directly descended 

"Sacrifices aimed to 
maintain or restore cosmic 

equi1ibrium by bringing 
God a gift to atone for 

human error, or a quid pro 
quo for a benefit received." 

Even though the Sanctuary 
no longer exists, this is also the 
reason why to this day a kohen 
does not enter a Jewish cemetery 
except for the funeral of his clos
est relatives. 

from the High Priest ----------------

its sexual relationships per
ceived as incestuous. Chapter 
23 lists mikra'ei kodesh, "holy 
occasions" - which in the 
priestly text include not only 
th e three pilgrimage festivals 
(Pesah, Shavu'ot and Sukkot) 
named in the other three 

Judith R omney Wegner is a 
lawyer and a ret ired professor of 
Judaic Studies; she has taught at 
many colleges and universities in 
New England, including Williams, 
the University of M assachusetts at 
Amherst, Smith, Brandeis and Con
necticut College. 

Aaron, whom the Torah 
presents as M oses' "brother;" but, 
based on much evidence in the 
biblical text, modern scholarship 
holds that they actually personify 
two rival Levite clans that vied for 
control of the Israelite priesthood 
for many centuries. 

As the highest Israelite social 
caste, kohanim enjoyed a position 
similar to hereditary Brahmin 
priests in Hinduism to this day. 

M uch of Leviticus spells out 

19:18), and love of the "stranger" 
(Lev. 19:34). Chapters 1-10 list 
the offerings Israelites could 
bring to the priests for sacrifice 
- mostly animals but sometimes 
grain. (Sacrifices were the priests' 
bread-and-butter, as they lived off 
the remains after presenting God 
with H is share.) Though today we 
view sacrifice as a primitive prac
tice, its underlying rationale was 
quite sophisticated: it aimed to 
maintain or restore cosmic equi-
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sources, but also the later
adopted Rosh H ashanah, Yorn 
Kippur and Shemini Atzeret. 

M any Bible scholars endorse 
anthropologist M ary Doug
las, whose 1966 book Purity and 
Danger analyzed "the abomina
tions of Leviticus" to show that 
ancient taboos stemmed from 
superstitious fear of abnormali
ties, thought to generate an invis
ible cultic pollution the Torah 
calls tum'ah and ancient G reek 

In the annual cycle of weekly 
Torah readings, the reading of 
Leviticus begins on M arch 20. In 
the coming months, The Voice & 
Herald w ill feature two more pieces 
by R omney Wegner discussing the 
two books of the Torah remaining to 
be read during 5770. 
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Con gregatio n B e th Sho lo m ... .. ......... .. 275 Camp St. 
East S ide Prescription Center . .. . ....... 622 H ope St. 
Epoc h o n th e B o ule v ard . ..... ........... .. .. 353 Blackstone B lvd. 
E p o c h o n the Eas t Side . . ... .. .. ........... .. 1 Buder A ve. 
Fitness T ogethe r .... .. ... .... .. ... .. .. .. ..... .... . 145 Elmg rove A ve. 
Hig hland Court ........... .... ... . ............... 101 Hjg hla nd A ve. 
Jewis h C o mmunity D ay Sch o ol ...... ... 85 Taft S t . 
Jewish S e nio rs A gency . .. ....... ....... .. .. ... 100 Niantic Ave . 
L aS alle B a k ery ..... .. .................... ......... 993 Smith S t . 
L aurel mead ................ ........... ............... 355 Blacksto n e B lvd . 
Palm ieri's B a kery .. ... ...................... .. .. . 14 7 Ridge R d. 
Pro v id e nce H e b rew D ay Sch o ol. . ...... 450 E lmgrove Ave. 
Pro v ide nc e Library (downtown) ........ 1 50 E mpire St. 
Providence L ibra ry (R ochambeau) . .. . 708 H ope S treet 
R oyal Galle ry .... ...... ..... .... .. ... .. ... .. . .. .... 298 Atwells A ve. 
Seven Sta rs Bakery ..... ..... .. .... .. ..... .. .. ... 820 Hope St. 
Summit Living .. ....... .. ..... ........ ............ 1085 N orth M ain S t . 
Swa n Liquo rs .... . .... ..... .............. ..... .. .... 806 Hope St:. 
Tealuxe ... .. .. ...... .. ... .. .. .. ..... ..... . ..... ........ . 225 Thayer St:. 
T e m ple B e ch- E l. .... ........ .. .. .................. 70 Orc h a rd A ve. 
Temple E m anu- £ 1.. ....... .. .. .... ...... ..... .. . 99 T aft S t. 
The Miria m H ospital ..... . ...... ... ........... 164 Summjt Ave . 
3 Steep le Street R estaura n t .... .... .. ...... 3 S tee ple Street 
Tockwo tte n H ome ..... ....... .. ........... .. ... 75 East A ve. 
Village H ealth ......... .. ................ ... .... .. . 222 South Water S t. 
Who le Foods ...... . ..... ..................... ..... 261 W ate rma n A ve. 

WAKEFIELD 

W a ke field P rescriptio n Center .. ......... 5 9 7 K.ingsrown Rd. 

WARWICK 

C o ffee G rinder ...... .. ... ... . ...... . ... . ...... ... 961 N amqu id R d. 
Food C h ale t ...... ... .. .. ..... ......... ...... .. .... . 874 P ost Rd . 
S halo m I and S h alom II .. ....... ............ 1 S halo m Dr. 
Tam a risk . ....... .... ... ............................... 3 S h alom Dr. 
Temple Am David ............ .. .. ..... ....... .. 4 0 Gardiner S t . 

-, 
I 
I 



PAGE 40 Jewish Voice ~Herald March 19, 2010 

Thee ll-ll<0>ll<O)(Gol\Ul§lt IE<dllulcc1o11t:Jlcom i6r 
IRl<e§co>iumcce CC<e11111tce1r <o>!fHhc0>cdlce l[§]ltoum<dl 

Wis/lies t/lie Jewish C9ommuviity 

6 i--wiovER_ 
,OUR BEST WISHES FDR A 

t" H APP Y Z:X PA. S SO VER 
P7he fYllwde Bskuul 

I 30 Sessions Street • Providence, RI 
40 I -3 3 I - I 3 60 
www.rijha .org 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

camp Jori Ills been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 

beautiful, newly developed campus 
7 2-ocre site 
magn ificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 
comprehensive programming 
expan sive rec hall 

sports fields and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring v iew 
two swimming pools 
protected environment 
highly skilled, coring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 
family feeling Located in 

Ropes Challenge Course 

Expanded Theater 
Programs 

Wakefield, RI . 
Kosher dietary 

laws observed. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 
Ages 11 -14 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAll: 
401-463-3170 

WEB: WWW.CAMPJORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.CO~ • 
CAMPlQ!!l.N'S POND 

TORAH 
D'VAR TORAH 

There's a strong relationship between 
Purim and Passover 

LEvrncus 1,1-5,26 

Parashahat Va-yikra 
BY RABBI L AWRE 'CE SILVERMAN 

Special to The Voice & H erald THIS WEEK'S Torah 
portion, Va-yikra, marks 
a thematic transition 
in the Torah. After last 

week's portrait of the making of 
the Mishkan, the portion Va-yikra 
opens with God addressing Moses 
in a new way. The Torah says "Va
yikra" ("and YHVH called"), not 
"and God spoke," as we might have 
expected; and then: " ... and spoke 
to him out of the midst of the Tent 
of Meeting." From this point on, 
communication emanates from 
and is centered around the Mish
kan. Our portion, Va-yikra, also 
marks a literary transition; it is the 
first portion of the Torah's third 
book, which goes by the same 
name. 

A s I write this brief commen
tary, we are at a turning point in 
the Jewish calendar as well, as we 
consider the days between Purim 
and Passover; and I have been 
thinking somewhat about the rela
tionship between the two holidays, 
the minor feast of Esther and the 
great festival of our freedom. 

Purim and Passover are often 

associated with one another 
because they occur only one 
month apart in the Jewish calen
dar. The connection between the 
two festivals also exists on a deeper 
level: Some of the key events in 
the Purim story are portrayed in 
the Megillah as having taken place 
during Passover. 

According to the Scroll of 
Esther, Haman's decree concern
ing the destruction of the Jews of 
Persia was issued on the 13th day 
of the First Month, which is Nisan 
(Esther 3:12). On the next day, 
Esther began her three-day fast. 
Thus, the original Fast of Esther 
took place on the 14th, 15th, and 
16th of Nisan; and these dates 
correspond to what the Jewish 
people have observed as the fast 
of the first-born and the first two 
days of Passover. 

The rabbis of old went so far 
as to say, in a Midrash, that Mor
decai was at first opposed to 
Esther's fast (before she went 
in to have an audience with the 
king) precisely because it was 
Passover; and the conventional 
law prohibited fasting on a Feast
day. The Midrash then goes on 
to give Esther's reply: "Of what 
avail are the festivals, if there is no 
Israel to celebrate them?" And so, 
Esther's fast was proclaimed. 

Following the sequence of 
events in the Scroll of Esther, 
it appears that Esther went in 
before the king during Passover 
(Esther 5:1); that Esther's two ban
quets with the king and H aman 
occurred during Passover (5:5 and 
7:1); and that Haman's tyranny 
came to an end during Passover, 
at the conclusion of the second 
banquet (7:10). A traditional song 
for the second seder, "V'amartem 
Zevach Pesah" ("And you shall say: 
It is the Sacrifice of Passover") 
concludes with a verse that begins 
with this line: "Hadassah [Esther] 
called an assembly to a three day 
fast, on Passover." 

In this way, Israel's enemy 
in Persia was destroyed 
during the season of the Jewish 
people's great redemption festival. 
As a consequence, as the Megil
lah declares: "For the people there 
was light and gladness, and joy and 
honor" (8:16). So may it be for us! 

Rabbi Lawrence Silverman is a 
member of the Rhode Island Board 
of Rabbis who lives in Plymouth, 
Mass. He is the rabbi of Congregation 
Beth Jacob, which last year celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of its found
ing. Contact him at rabbilawrence@ 
gmail.com. 

A CROWD RISES to applaud Rabba Sara Hurwitz on March 14. 

CHAINED: Women need to break free 
From Page 31 

"I think there is a sense that if 
you can't move something, and 
you've tried, people just back off," 
said Robin Bodner,JOFA's execu
tive director. "There's kind of an 
apathy. There's a great number of 
people out there who have gone 
and given up." 

Blu Greenberg, JOFA's found
ing president and the inspiration 
for a generation of O rthodox 
feminists, noted during a session 
on the history of agunah advocacy 
that the organization's president 
vowed years ago that the issue 
would be resolved on her watch. 

"Here we are, 6-and-1/2 years 

wwwjvhri.org 

later, and we're just as far from 
resolution of the problem," G reen
berg said. 

Women's leadership, on the 
other hand, has come a long way. 

Along with Hurwitz, a handful 
of women are serving in rabbinic
type positions at other Orthodox 
congregations. Yeshiva University 
has a program dedicated to train
ing and placing women in such 
positions. And Hurwitz herself 
is the dean of Yeshivat M aharat, 
which offers training and place
ment services to women com
parable to what male rabbinical 
students receive. 

Still, JOFA's leaders insist that 

agunah issue by along shot. Bodner 
said the organization wanted to 
"go broad" in its programming for 
the conference in an effort to reach 
a wider audience, but that JOFA's 
commitment had not waned. 

For her part, Greenberg offered 
nearly a dozen suggestions for 
action on agunot in her remarks, 
including one that sent a ripple 
through the smallish crowd that 
gathered in a basement meeting 
room to hear her . 

"I think we have to take this to 

the public press," she said, noting 
that even the foot-dragging rabbis 
on the right care what the public 
thinks about them. "It gets results." 
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OBITUARIES 
Eleanor Adler 

CRANSTON - Eleanor (Kramer) 
Adler, 88, a resident of Cranston 
for the last 58 years, died March 6. 
.-----7 She was the wife 

of the late Irving 
H. Adler for 53 
years. 

Born in Lynn, 
Mass., on April 

~~---- 4, 1921, she was 
a daughter of 

the late Jacob and Sadie (Horvitz) 
Kramer. After graduating from the 
Beth Israel School of Nursing in 

Boston in 1942, she 
~ joined the Army as a 
I~ nurse serving in Europe 

during World War II. 
She received her bachelor's 

degree in nursing in 1950 from 
Boston University. She worked as a 
registered nurse at The Miriam Hos
pital and at the Jane Brown, now a 
part of the Rhode Island Hospital. 
She loved to cook and travel. 

She is survived by her children, 
Jacob Adler and his wife P. Hayya 
Knopf of Fayetteville, Ark., Harry 
Adler of Cranston, and Kayla Camp
bell of Providence; her brother, 
Abraham "Ubby" Kramer; her 
grandchildren , Sophia Mitch~II, 
Tamara Dickerson, and Luu and Lily 
Knopf Adler. She leaves her great
grandchildren, Gianni and Chloe 
Mitchell, and Willow and Rodney 
Dickerson. She was the sister of the 
late Morris "Bill" Kramer, Blanche 
Sherer, and Rose Fishman. 

Donations may be made to Home 
& Hospice Care of RI, 1085 North 
Main St., Providence, RI 02904 or 
the JNF, 78 Randall Ave., Rockville 
Centre, NY 11570. 

Eric Zev Flescher 
OLATHE, Kansas - Eric Zev 
Flescher, 58, died March 2. 

Born and raised in Providence, he 
was a graduate of the Providence 
Hebrew Day School and Hope High 
School. He received a B.A. from the 
University of Rhode Island, a mas
ter's degree from the University of 
Michigan, and a Ph.D. from the Uni
versity of Kansas. He taught gifted 
education and science. 

Preceded in death by his father, 
Samuel Flescher, he leaves a wife, 
Sue-Ellen; his mother, Hella Fle
scher, his children, Shira and Brian; 
step-children, Laura and David 
Holzman; sister, Ruth Tepper and 
brother-in-law, Jonathan; brother, 
Joel Flescher and sister-in-law, 
Linda. He leaves nephews Daniel 
Tepper, Jacob and David Flescher, 
and niece Margalit Tepper. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Kansas City Astronomical Society. 
P.O. Box 400, Blue Springs, MO 
64013. 

Bernard Harrison 
RUMFORD - Bernard Harrison, 85, 
died March 14. Born in Providence, 
a son of the late Michael and Annie 
(Hornick) Harrison, he had lived in 
Rumford for more than SO years, 
previously living in Providence. 

He was a World War II Navy vet-

• 
eran. He was the brother 
of Mildred Schuster of 
Warwick; the uncle of 
Michael and his wife, 

Terry; Judith, Andrew and the late 
Daniel. 

Contributions may be made to 
Camp JORI, P.O. Box 5299, Wake
field, RI 02880. 

David Horvitz 
PROVIDENCE - David Horvitz, 96, 
died March 15. He was the husband 
of the late Harriet ( Curland) Horvitz. 
Born in Central Falls, a son of the late 
Samuel and Pearl (Shovitz) Horvitz, 
he was a lifelong resident of Rhode 
Island. He graduated cum laude 
from Brown University in 1935, and 
was an owner of the former S. Hor
vitz & Sons. 

He served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II, stationed in Italy. 
A member of Temple Emanu-EI, 
he had served as chairman of the 
United Jewish Appeal. He was a vol
unteer reader for the Library of Con
gress and IN-SIGHT Radio for more 
than 40 years. 

He leaves his daughters, Ellen 
Jagolinzer, and her husband, Barry 
of Providence; and Susan Garling
ton and her husband, Jim of Cran
ston. He was the father of the late 

Robert Horvitz; and brother of the 
late Abraham, Leo and Louis Horvitz 
and Theresa Nalibow. 

Contributions may be made to 
INSIGHT, 43 Jefferson Blvd., War
wick, RI 02888. 

Jeannette Kushner 
CHERRY HILL, N.J. - Jeannette D. 
Kushner, 89, died March 6. She was 
the w ife of the late Charles Kushner. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a daugh
ter of the late Benjamin and Anna 
(Forest) Dobrin, she had lived in 
Cherry Hill, N.J. for six years, pre
viously living in Cranston. She was 
a former member of Temple Torat 
Yisrael. 

She was the mother of Alan Kush
ner of Cranston and Lynne Kushner 
of Roseville, Minn; the sister of the 
late Sylvia Rosenblum.; grand
mother of two; and great-grand
mother of four. 

Contributions may be made 
to Alzheimer's Association - R.I. 
Chapter, 245 Waterman St., Suite 
306, Providence, RI 02906. 

Alvin Parkin 
LINCOLN - Alvin Parkin, 80, died 
March 12. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a son of 
the late Louis and Betsy (Morris) 
Parkin, he had lived in Lincoln for 
more than 30 years, previously 
residing in Cranston. He was a sales 
manager for lmperial-Deltah, and 
served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean Conflict. He was the former 

·- husband and best friend =-- of Frances Abrevaya of 
~ Warwick. He was the 

father of Michael Parkin and his 
wife, Debbie, of Greenland, N.H; 
JoAnne Murray and her husband, 
Bill, of Myrtle Beach, S.C.; and Susan 
Venturini of Warwick. He was the 
brother of Floyd Parkin of Hunting
ton Beach, Calif.; the grandfather 
of Lauren, Vanessa, Justin, Ashley, 
Benjamin, Brian and his wife, 
Melissa, and Rachel; and the great
grandfather of Ethan. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Home & Hospice Care of RI or the 
Ethan Silver Fund, 7 Naples Ave., 
Warwjck, RI 02886. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL I l 

CHAPEL &.: 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331-9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call tor a tree preneed planning guide. 

wwwjvhri.org 
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Bernard Silverman 
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. - Bernard 
"Barney" Silverman, 90, of Boynton 
Beach, Fla. and formerly of Sharon, 
Mass., died on March 9. He was the 
husband of Sara (Korchin) Silver
man to whom he was married for 66 
years. 

Born in Boston, he was a son of 
the late Max and Lena (Rosenberg) 

Silverman. He was a 
·18§: World War II veteran 
~ who served in the South 

Pacific. 
He leaves his daughters, Susan 

Bromberg and her husband, 
Howard, of Providence, and Ronna 
Savage and her husband, Richard, of 
Chestnut Hill, Mass.; grandchildren, 
Bonnie Kiesling, Jill Becker, and 
Scott and Matthew Bromberg; three 
great-grandchildren; and sister, 
Helen Bloom. 

Donations may be made to Hos
pice of Palm Beach County, 5300 
East Ave., West Palm Beach, FL 
33407, Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906 or your 

favorite charity. 

Estelle Weiner 
PROVIDENCE - Estelle Weiner, 

83, died March 13. She was the wife 
of the late Edward Weiner. Born in 
Providence, a daughter of the late 
Jack and Betty (Mandel) Mandell, 
she had lived in Cranston for more 
than 45 years, previously living 
in Providence. A teacher's aide in 
Cranston for 35 years, she won the 
Teacher's A ide of the Year award in 
1991. She was a former member of 
Temple Torat Yisrael. 

She was the mother of Bruce 
Weiner of Cranston, Scott Weiner of 
Providence and Dr. Joyce Lustbader 
of Tenafly, N.J; the sister of Leonard 
Mandell of West Palm Beach and 
the late Harold Mandell. She was the 
grandmother of Brandie and Evan. 

Contributions may be made to 
Elmhurst Extended Care Facility 
- Activities Dep't., 50 Maude St., 
Providence, RI 02908. 

~eniorCare Concepts Inc'. 
Geriatric Care Management 

Improving the quality of life for those you love 

\1EMBER 
,.__,A>,.,,..,.•<Jfl'rufn....W 

,:.-. .. , •• ,.~ ..... US"' 

(401) 398-7655 
jmiller@seniorcareconceptsinc.com 

\\'11'11'.seniorcareconceplsinc.com 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

..,.._,~ Certified &y the 
~ ~) R.1. Bon rd of Rabbis 

M i...:had D. Sm i1h Pre-Need Programs Avnila.ble 
Liccmcd Funcrnl llin:.:lor Wheelchair Acussib/e 

.7 
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BFF (Best Friends Forever) 
ROSALIE BUCKLER, right, of Lincoln, shares The Jewish Voice & Herald with her best friend Ruth Max 
in Tamarac, Florida. They met one another in kindergarten class in Providence more than 75 years ago. 

TWINS! Lev and Ezekiel Jaffee 
DRS. JORDANA AND DANIEL JAFFEE and sisters Eliana and Ayelet welcomed twin boys Lev Hillel, at left, 
and Ezekiel Alon on Dec. 4. The maternal grandparents are Henry and Cynthia Zanger of Plainview, N.Y .. 
and the paternal grandparents are Dr. Stuart and Sylvia Jaffee of Worcester, Mass. 

ELECTION 

ROBERT OSTER, an attorney in private 
practice with Oster and Naik Law Offices, 

was elected president of the National Caucus 
of State Bar Associations in August 2009. 

Oster is a resident of Lincoln and a past 
president of the Rhode Island Bar Associa
tion. 

The National Caucus of State Bar Asso
ciation provides a forum for state bars to 
review issues of special interest to state bars 
that come before the American Bar Associa
tion (ABA) House of Delegates. The Caucus 
meets twice a year before the House of Del
egates meetings at the ABA's midyear and 
annual meetings. 

wwwjvhri.org 

KEN SCHNEIDER 

IN ISRAEL 
KEN SCHNEIDER spent three weeks on the Israeli/Syrian border fill
ing sand bags, painting and restoring camouflage on nine different 
outposts. In his 'spare time,' he had a chance to read The Jewish 
Voice & Herald. 

ANDREW SILVER AND JENNA ADELBERG 

ENGAGEMENT 

KATHERINE (KIT) HASPEL AND 
PAUL SILVER of Providence 

announce the engagement of 
their son, Andrew Haspel Silver, 
to Jenna Susanne Adelberg, 
daughter of Edna and Kenneth 
Adelberg of Philadelphia. 

Andrew, a graduate of Har
vard College, now works as the 
director of interactive proper
ties for USA Swimming and is 
senior editor of Swimnetwork. 
com. Jenna, who graduated 
from Swarthmore College, is 
currently associate director of 
integrated marketing for Read
er's Digest Association . 

Andrew is the grandson of Dr. 
Caroll and the late Gail, as well 
as the late Macie Silver, of Hol
lywood, Fla . (formerly of Provi
dence), and William Haspel and 
Julanne and Irwin Isaacson of 
New Orleans. 

Jenna is the granddaughter 
of Reina and Saul Robbins and 
Brena and Morton Adelberg, all 
of Philadelphia. 

The couple, who live in Brook
lyn, are planning an October 
wedding in Philadelphia. 
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ENGAGEMENT 
MATAN SCHARPHIE AND HANNAH BERGMAN 

BENNETT AND LISA BERGMAN of Providence announce the engagement of their daughter, Hannah, 
to Matan Scharp~ie, son of Enid Myers of Chicago, and Sasson Scharphie of Jerusalem. Hannah will 
graduate from the University of Hartford with a degree in communications, and Matan is employed by 
United Technologies Corporation in Hartford, Conn. They expect to marry in August 2010. 

...... 

STEPHEN HART and TARA SOUSA 

ENGAGEMENT 
Mindy and Michael Isaacs of 

East Greenwich and Anthony 
Sousa of Warwick are pleased 
to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Tara Sousa, to 
Stephen Hart, son of Anne and 
John Hart of Clinton, N.Y. 

Tara is a board-certified 
genetic counselor at Women & 
Infants Hospital's Prenatal Diag
nosis Center. She attended East 
Greenwich schools and received 
her undergraduate degree from 
Connecticut College. She earned 
a masters degree in genetic 

counseling from Boston Univer
sity. 

Stephen is a lieutenant, junior 
grade in the United States Coast 
Guard, and currently serves as 
the executive officer on the US 
Coast Guard Cutter Morro Bay. 
Stephen received his bachelors 
degree from the Coast Guard 
Academy and will study for an 
MBA in the fall of 2010. 

An August wedding is planned 
in Newport. 

·:~~7-<A-
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JOSHUA GOLDMAN is held by big brother, Michael. 

BIRTH 
Michelle and Scott Goldman of Mansfield, Mass., announce the 

birth of their second son, Joshua David Goldman on Feb. 8. He 
is the brother of Michael Ryan Goldman, the grandson of Joan and 
Steven Levitt of Cranston and Laurie and Steve Goldman of War
wick. He is also the great-grandson of Ruth and Lawrence Bertman 
of Cranston, Miriam and Herb Schindler of Delray, Fla. and the late 
Gloria and Oscar Levitt and Norma and Leonard Goldman. 
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A DIVIIION DFTHE PETRO GROUP 

Want Comfort? 
"The Feeling is Mutual!" 

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING 
ROOF TOP SYSTEMS • HEAT PUMPS 

• Commercial leasing specialists 
FEATURING SYSTEMS BY: 

/l11q111i\ lENNJ)D" • Homeowner financing 

• 24-hour emergency service 

• Commercial and residential 

-· • CoollnC l)'IIOffll 

A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 

Call David Epstein at 401.351.3900 
wwwjvhri.org 



PAGE 44 Jewish Voice ~Herald March 19, 2010 co TY 

SERVING THE ENTIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY, AT 

r 

AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

wwwjvhri.org 

Over the past year the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island has helped countless people 
overcome poverty, hunger and despair. And 
we continue to provide funding to programs 
that sustain Jewish identity and enrich our 
community. But there is still much to do here 
at home, in Israel, and around the world . 

This Passover, please help ensure 
there 's a place at our table for everyone. 
Your Passover gift today will help the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island continue to provide 
for our community's urgent needs now, and to 
keep the door open for anyone who needs 
our help in the months ahead. 

Go to www.JFRl.org to make a 
difference right now. 

J~sb 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
island 

www.JFRl.org 


