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DANIEL ASA ROSE 

The book cover of Larry's Kidney by 
Daniel Asa Rose 

The convoluted story 
of Larry's kidney 

In the memoir, Chinese 
guanxi meets Jewish 

guanxi 
BvP111 urE1L 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDEN C E - M eet Larry 
Feldman . H e invented the wooden 
neckti e. H e eats Girl Scout cook
ies by th e suitcase- fu l l. A nd at age 
14, he won a S900 se ttleme nt (the 
fir st of many profitable lawsui ts) 
for an arm-scalding-by-coo king
grease accident at Kentucky Fried 

See KIDNEY, Page 12 

Pho to by N ancy Kin ch 

BARBARA GORODETSKY, the Hon. Sanford Gorodetsky, the Hon . John A . Mutter and Bonnie Mutter pose before the Memorial 
Day services at the Jewish W ar Veterans of Rho d e Island 's Memorial Wall o f Honor on M ay 24. The ceremonies, held at Lincoln 
Park Cemetery in Warwick, included a speech by Joh n Mutter, an associate justice in the Rh ode Island Family Court, and closing 

remarks by Sanford Gorodetsky, the chair of the Memorial Wall Committee and the distr ict commander of the Jewish War 
Veterans of Rhod e Island . 

Stories of war veterans, from World War 11, Vietnam and Iraq 

MMORJAL DAY carries a 
oig nant significance, when 
1e nation honors those who 
ave fal len defending our 

nation. A special service was held on 
M ay 24 to honor Jewish war veterans. 
To commemorate the holiday, 7he Voice 
& Herald asked a few veterans of di f-

BY R1c1-11\R0As1:-0F 
rasinoj@jfri.org 

and 
NA NC"Y K.iRSCH 

11kirsch@jji-i.org 

ferent wars to share their experiences. 
H ere, in brief, are their stories. 

STAN ARONSON 

Stan Aronson, M .D. , 87, is rarely at a 
loss for words. H e writes both a column 
for 7he PrO'Uidencej oumal and 7hej ewish 
Voice & Herald. But, when it comes to 

See VETERANS, Page 7 

Refugees: The long journey to find a new home in Rhode Island 

THIS LITTLE GIRL holds a book donated 
by the local chapter of the National 

Council of Jewish Women. 

Some choose America; 
others are sent here 

BvMARYKORR 

Senior Contributing Writer 

PROVIDENC E - A United Nations 
poster shows Albert Einstein with 
a bundle of clothing on his back. It 
reads: "A bundle of belongings isn't the 
only thing a refogee brings to his new 
country. Einstein was a refogee." 

Displaced by wars, genocides, and years 
of wandering, they arrive here legaUy, are 
given a one-time stipend of $450, food 
stamps and eight months of health insur
ance; for cl1ildren, the health care cover
age can extend from two to five years. 

They are given housing, orienta
tion, language classes, job place
ment services, but by-six months, 

they are pretty mucl1 responsible for 
themselves and their fami lies. 

They, like the immigrants who built this 
nation, are determined and dare to dream. 

Faina Jibitskaia, a Jewish emigre from 
M oscow, has just realized her dream. 
On M arm 11, she was sworn in as an 
American citizen, five years after her 
arrival, the mandatory waiting period. 
Anti-Semitism drove her and her hus
band here. 1heir son had arrived earlier. 

1hey applied to emigrate through 
the U.S. Embassy in M oscow, 
which had them document the anti
Semitism they were subjected to, 
from the time they were ch ildren. 

"In Moscow, we didn't walk outside 
because we were afraid. Once, men on 
my corner all in black with swastikas 
shouted and threw papers at people, 

See REFUGEES, Page 10 

A bundle of belo l ;ll-111:l·ill . . 

-v· 

Einstein lwas a refugee. 

Photo courtesy of UNHCR 

ALBERT EINSTEIN poster used as an 
educational tool by the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees . 
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'Let me tell you what I really think about the Holocaust' 

A 12-year-old 
Providence student 
whose family fled 
Cameroon shares 

her thoughts 
B Y MERCI PAU LINE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W ATITHINK 
bout the H olo
ust frightens 
e. It was a hor

rifying time. As a kid I dream. 
As an African-American I'm 
worried. I left my country Cam
eroon for religious beliefs. Now I 
know what it means to hold on to 
everything you have. 

While lea rning more about 
the Holocaust, I feel pain in 

I ·• •~ • r .. 1n 

MERCI PAULINE is a 12-year-old student at the Sophia Acade my 
in Providence 

my heart. Learning about this also hope. Jews, Poles and others 
makes me want to screa m! 1l1e hoped to be free . 
Holocaust is not just for me to Let me tell you what I real ly 
learn , it's for everyone to hear and th ink of the Holocaust. 
learn . I think the Holocaust was I know why Hitler did what 
a time for sadness and killing, but he did , but J don't understand. I 

Kosher Food Pantry's new name: The Full Plate 
B Y SUSAN ADLER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The win
ning entry for the naming 
contest of the Age Well RI 
Kosher Food Pantry is: 1l1e Full 
Plate. Congratulations to Gail 
Kritz for her creative entry. 

The Full Plate is available to 
families and people of all ages. 
The Full Plate is located at 100 
Niantic Ave., Providence, in 
the former Colibri Building. 

AgeWell RI is a program of 
Jewish Family Service, Jewish 
Seniors Agency and the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island. 

1l1e Full Plate will be open 
every Tuesday and Friday from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. except for Jewish 
holidays. 

The Full Plate, a food pantry, 
is open to all members of the 
Jewish community who need 
assistance with food. All of the 
food is certified kosher. Funding 

for 1l1e Full Plate is provided by 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. 

If you are not able to pick up 
the food at the pantry, one of 
ou r volunteers can assist you. If 
you have any questions about 
the food pantry or if you are not 
able to visit us during the set 
hours of operation and need to 
n1ake a n appointment , please 
contact Susan Adler at 621-5374 
or via Susan's e-mail at sadler
jeri@jsari.org. 

RUSTIGIAN RUGS 

That is why we have built a cleaning plant specialty designed to treat 
and remove pet odors and stains from your valuable area rugs. 

We all know accidents happen ... and we can fix them! 
It's 100% environmentally safe and all chemicals have been approved 

by Narragansett Bay Commission. 

One Governor Street In Providence 
Mon. - Fri. 10-5:30 • Sat. 10-5 • 401-751-5100 

www.rustigianrugs.com 

"The Holocaust 
is not just for me 
to learn, it's for 

everyone to hear 
and learn." 

know that we as a family will 
be survivors of our own battles . 
Hitler started tl1e Holocaust for 
selfish reasons, for himsel f and 
died at the end. But these memo
ries tl1at survivors ca rry will never 
end. Carrying thei r stories to 
their grave. Some share their sto
ries witl1 others like you and me, 
fo r example, Alice Eichenbaum. 
Some don't until somethi ng or 
a moment d1anges thei r life, for 
example, Sala Kirsdrner. 

I have lea rned ma ny things 

about the H olocaust but truly 
hate it and H itler. Most kids still 
don't know what's happening 
around the world, I lea rned from 
stories of many survivors and 
rescuers; for example, Sd1indler 
and "his ch ildren." 

I will pass on tl1eir stories so 
that, in tl1e future, this does not 
happen aga in' 

D on't say that you don't believe 
in the H olocaust just because 
you are afraid of knowing what 
happened. 

Just have hope, and don't be a 
bystander' 

This award- winning essay, as 
part of n student w riting p rogram 
spol/Jored by the Holoca11St E duca
tion and Resource Center of R hode 
Island, was w ritten by M erci
Pauline, a 12-year-old student at 
the Sophia Academy in Providence. 
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Members of the Kosher Food Pant ry Committee pose with food . 

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
For Greater Rhode Island 
May 29 7:51 
June 5 
June 12 
June 19 

7:56 
8:00 
8:03 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"I was 'home-schooled' on the H olocaust -
one generation passing truth to the next so 

that we would never forget and never let this 
happen again." 

Alan Hassenfeld 
See Page 5 

ON THE WEB AT 
www.JVHRI.org 

• Best of Jewish Rhode Island winners 

• All the Metcalf award-winning stories 
under the Special Sections 
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LETTERS FROM CAMP JORI 

100 years of helping children develop into responsible young Jewish adults 
A history of the 
ewish Children's 
home in Rhode 

Island 
BY MICHAEL SHUSTER 

~ecial to 1he Voice & Herald 

""""\ROM ITS INCEP
..J TION 100 years ago, 
, the JORJ organization 

has put one fundamental 
above all else - to be a cata
n helping children develop 
responsible young Jewish 
ts. For 100 years, a commit
~roup of volunteers, most 
,ys functioning with limited 
urces, has worked tirelessly 
, this one goal in mind. Over 
years, while the emphasis has 
1ged, the mission of develop
Jewish youth has remained 
same. 
he organization evolved from 
1all home on Willard Avenue 
1ded in 1908 and run by 
1gregation Machzeda Hadas 
second building on Orms 

,et. The facilities ran into 
mcial difficulties and merged 
> the Home for Jewish Chil
n "to provide for the wants of 
hans, abandoned and desti-
! children, provide for their 
IC~tion and maintenance, and 
,vide a home and shelter." 
n 1909, the organization 
s incorporated as the Jewish 
phanage of Rhode Island. 
large 2-1/2 story mansion at 
13 North Main was purchased 
$6,100, with a mortgage of 

,300. In June 1910, 35 children 
JYed in under the direction of 
rs. Ida Bolotow, matron. 
Children attended three neigh
rhood public schools; one was 
high school. Boys were given 
ebrew instruction every after
•on and two celebrated their 
r mitzvah during the first year, 
:rforming "with considerable 

11,, JEWISH VOICE & l-lERAID 

130 Sessions St., Providen<e, RI 02906 
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credit both to themselves and to 
their teacher." 

Throughout its history, 
volunteers have helped to make 
JORJ a success. The Ladies' 
Auxiliary was organized in 1912 
and provided all the furnishings 
for the Orphanage and distrib
uted traditional tin collection 
boxes. They financed repairs and 
improvements, and worked to 
liquidate the mortgage on the 
property (1920). 

--...---=-:-i 

( 

In 1922, the Board voted to 
build a new "fireproof" building 
at 164 Summit Ave. with a capi
tal campaign goal ofS125,000. 
Groundbreaking occurred on 
May 6, 1923, and the dedication 
on October 5, 1925, with 1,500 
guests in attendance. The build
ing had a capacity of74 children 
with a modern, attractive red 
brick structure. It provided 
roomy quarters for sleeping, 
dining, and study, adequate 
facilities for play and recreation, 
and a spacious combination 
auditorium-gymnasium. Fur
nishings were entirely financed 
by the Ladies' Auxiliary. 

From left: Jason Fried, Melanie Vasilew, Halee Brown, Andrew Quackenbush, Brian Veltri, Dana Labitt, 
and Lilia Kirtley, in front of a dining room mural at Camp JORI. 

particular personality and calls 
for an individual approach and 
technique - the needs of each 
child are discovered and met .. . 
The quality and quantity of 
our service lies primarily in the 
enlarged opportunities given .. . 
it lies in the faith, ideals, hopes 

With the orphanage closed, 
the mission of the organization 
changed to one of providing 
children with a positive Jewish 
camping experience without 
regard to ability to pay. Although 
recent research has shown the 
positive benefits derived from 

Jewish overnight camp-

In 1936, the Board determined 
that the orphanage should take 
respite at the beach and rented 
homes at Cronin's Beach in 
Narragansett, near Scarbor
ough. The next year (1937) : in 2009, JORI has enrolled a 

record number of children." the Clarke Road property 
was purchased for S4,250 

ing, the Board 's leadership 
understood intuitively the 
health, developmental, and 
Jewish religious and cultural 
benefits from camping. 

plus Sll,250 for the con
struction of buildings. The 
new camp was opened in July 
1937. 

At the 31st anniversary, Super
intendent Maurice Stollerman 
reported, "I present to you, ladies 
and gentlemen, 'our family' living 
serenely in a spiritual kindergar
ten, learning to spell God and 
American ideals with the proper 
blocks; children with a sense of 
security, clothed with self-respect 
and dignity, who are making a 
diligent effort to prepare for their 
life's problems ... Each child is a 

and ambitions for our children as 
well as in the increased sense of 
their appreciation for the ideals of 
American democracy." 

However, by 1943, the orphan
age population decline reflecting 
a change in economic climate 
and a change in social policy 
from orphanage care to foster 
care due to the federal programs. 
The orphanage building was 
sold to the Miriam Hospital for 
S60,000. TheJORJ Board sub
sequently donated S20,000 of the 
proceeds back to the hospital. 

In the post W orld W ar 
Il period under the leadership of 
Joseph Galkin, camp administra
tor, refugees from Europe were 
brought to the camp and the 
camp population was expanded. 
In 1948, Leo Weiss was named 
camp director and two additional 
cabins were built. The Board 
also created a college scholarship 
fund, once again reflecting a goal 
of developing Jewish youth. The 
scholarship program ran from 
1948-1962, with 307 awards 
made and $69,787 given. 

From 1948-1971, the camp 

grew under the leadership of Leo 
and Sophie Weiss. The camp's 
small size and limited facilities 
were more than offset by the 
sense of community created at 
JORJ. The "Camp JORJ spirit" 
provided a wonderful experience 
for hundreds of children each 
summer. 

With Leo's retirement in 
1971, Marshall Gerstenblatt was 
named camp director in 1972. 
Marshall and Barbara main
tained the camp sense of com
munity and further enl1anced 
the camp experience through 
program improvements, updat
ing of camp policies, and a 
refreshing new approach. Early 
in Marshall's tenure the Board 
purchased the Windmill prop
erty adjacent to camp and new 
athletic facilities were developed. 
This also permitted camp enroll
ment to grow as more cabin space 
became available. 

Marshall retired in 1993 and 
after a brief period was succeeded 

See CAMP, Page 31 
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FROM THE 
ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

Bigotry leads to violence 
Bv RICHARD As1NoF 

rasinof@jfri.org 

I TWAS TRULY a Rhode 
Island moment when Aram 
Garabedian and Rabbi 
Baruch Goldstein met for 

the first time recently. Goldstein, 
a Holocaust survivor, and Garabe
dian, whose mother survived the 
Armenian genocide in 1915, are 
both very involved with education 
and outreach with the Holocaust 
Education and Resource Center of 
Rhode Island. Both frequently visit 
high schools and colleges, talking 
with students, sharing stories of 
what really happened. Garabedian 
is very active in urging the leg
islature to pass a law that would 
mandate Holocaust and genocide 
education in the public schools. 

There is a palpable urgency 
to their work; Goldstein is 86, 
Garabedian is 74. Goldstein said in 
the interview: "Every human has 
a choice: Good or evil." Garabe
dian talked about how Rhode 
Island is home to so many different 
populations who have been the 
victims of genocide - some less 
known than others, including Jews, 
Armenians, Cambodians, Gua
temalans and Native Americans. 

In the world today, we are 
confronted with ongoing geno
cide in Darfur; yet the world, 
including the United States, 
seems incapable of taking action 
to prevent it. Nicholas Kristof in 
The New York Times continues to 
document the brutal murder and 
rape of refugees at the hands of 
Sudan's military forces. It is time 
for U.S. and European forces to 
intervene and stop the killing. 

As Alan Hassenfeld so elo
quently spoke at a luncheon 
honoring the A-List, held by the 
Center: "It is said that bigotry 
that leads to violence depends 
upon the indifference of bystand
ers. Each of us has a responsibility 
to safeguard the rights of others. 
If we do not, history has proven 
that our rights will vanish." 

One of the stories that has 
captured the headlines during the 
past two years has been of a tragic 
incident in which one teenager 
reportedly deliberately killed 
another in a boating mishap. In 
that case, the teen-ager charged 
in the incident has recently pied 
no contest to the charges, and 
will be sentenced July 22. 

Much of the discussion - in the 
news media and on the street - has 
focused upon the alleged influ
ence of alcohol and the scourge 
of under-age drinking. Because 
it happened in Barrington, 
where there has been a spate of 

See VIOLENCE, Page 6 

ITSEEMsToME 
An unlikely, unexpected friendship 

We have learned is also used for synagogue to find God in the chaos every word of Torah to be 

how to listen 

I SHOOK HAN DS 
with Rabbi M oshe 
Laufer for the fir st rime 
in the late summer of 

2006, a little less than a yea r 
before I retired from Temple 
H abonim in Barrington, 
where I served for 33 years. 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosen6erg 

We met in 
my back office, 
which to thi s 
very day con
tains five cases 
of my books, 
both sacred 
and secu lar. 
A C habad 
rabbi , Moshe 
appeared with 
full, fl owing 
black beard, 

peyos (side curl s), wear-
ing a dark suit and fo rmal, 
wide-brimmed black hat. 

The weather being hot, I was 
informally dressed in slacks 
and a short-s leeved shir t, open 
at the neck. To complete th is 
study in contrasts, M oshe was 
25 at the time, while I had 
turned 62 the previous June. 

Moshe had phoned me a few 
days ea rlier to ask if we might 
get together for the purpose of 
arranging a set time for joint 
study on a mutually agreed 
upon topic. So, there we sat 
fac ing each other across a large 
table that takes up the major
ity of the room, fo r the space 
is not only a rabbi 's office but 

Letter to 
the Editor 

Story diminished us all 

f""EVALT! The front-page 
\.J article ("Toned arms fit for 
a First Lady," May 1, The Voice & 
Hera/a) made me cringe. I'm all 
for taking good care of oneself, 
but to have an article focus on 
how to get Michelle Obama's 
"fabulous" arms diminishes her 
and the rest of us. 

While it may be useful to read 
the exercise tips offered later in 
this piece, the introduction feeds 
that loud part of modern culture 
that worships our appearance 
(insisting on a narrow definition 
of what's OK) instead of our 
substance. 

I'd love to read about what 
Michelle Obama thinks about 
health care reform or same-sex 
marriage, but enough about her 
arms. What's next, "Washboard 
abs for rabbis?" 

Marsha Miller 
Providence 

committee meetings. of their own experience. sacred in the sense that it 
H ow to begin? "Moshe, That is to say, I view our tells of the ongoing "God-

in the interes ts of honesty, Torah as a stri ctly human wrestling" of our ancestors. 
I want you to know that I document, filled with errors M oshe listened most 

don't con- ------------- of fact and 
sider a single 
syllable of 
Torah to be 
the word 
of God." 
"Obviously, 
we dis
agree," came 
Moshe's 
quick 
res po nse; 
"so we have 
a lot to ta lk 
about." 

I went 

"What is the basis 
of this unlikely, 

unexpected 
friendship? Profound 
mutual respect: we 
see in each other 

spiritual,· moral, and 
intellectual integrity." 

at times 
"errors in 
values'' 
- errors 

which all 
of us in 
the human 
fami ly have 
made in 
times pas t 
and will 
continue 
to make in 

------------- the futu re. 

on to explain that from 
my perspective, ou r Torah 
is a record of ou r ances
tors' reaching out to God, 
a record of their attempt 

As if to 

reassure both myself and 
M oshe, I hastened to con
clude that although I do not 
consider the Tora h to be the 
word of God, I do consider 

MY VOICE 

attentively; and after an hour 
or so of g ive and take, we 
made plans to meet again. 

About a week later, 
after another hour or so of 
back and forth , just before 
M oshe was about to leave, 
I pressed him with the fol
lowing question: "Given the 
fact that you consider your 
Rebbe to be the Mashiac h 

(M ess iah) and g iven the 
fact that you have told me 
that you believe that your 
Rebbe could make no mis
takes, can you tell me why 
you r rel ationship with your 
Rebbe is not a hillul ha
Shem, a desecration of God's 

See FRIENDSHIP, Page 6 

JCDS truly captured my heart 
Bv SusAN LANDAU 

Special to 1h, Voice & Herald 

LET ME introduce 
myself. I am a 2006 
graduate of Clas

sical High School and a 
rising senior at Brandeis 
University (class of2010), 
but today I am writing to 
you, the community, about 
the school 

today that I can remember 
that moment and how 
much love and support sur
rounded me that night. 

Selfless, communal acts 
of that nature simply do not 
happen at every school. The 
four girls in my graduat
ing class of 2002 are still 
my best friends. We have 

leadership during each of 
them. Recently, I met with 
Bob Sarkisian, current head 
of school, to talk about my 
continued connection to 
]CDS. 

Sarkisian said the most 
helpful thing I could do 
would be to share the warm 
thoughts with the rest of 

the community. 

that has truly 
captured my 
heart: JCDS, 
formerly 
the Alperin 
Schechter 
Day School. 

An insti-
tution of 
greatness is 
comprised 

"A day school provides the 
community with vitality, a focus, 

a mission, and a future. JCDS 
produces alumni like me, who 

cannot stay away." 

Not everyone is 
aware of how vital 
the school is for 
this community, 
he explained, but 
I can help show 
them. So here I 
am, telling you 
why I believe 
we need to rally 
together to sup
port ]CDS. 

of meaningful, inspiring 
moments that bring people 
together and create last
ing bonds. The images and 
memories I have ofJCDS 
are characterized by warm, 
vibrant moments. 

One of my favorite JCDS 
traditions is the annual song 
concert, the Zimriyahryah. 
Fourteen years ago I was 
sick in the hospital during 
the concert and was going 
to miss the Zimriyahryah. 

Instead, the Zimriyah
ryah came to me - I got a 
special performance right 
in the atrium of Hasbro 
Children's Hospital. I 
cannot express how influ
ential it has been in my life 

shared countless special 
moments together, both 
during and after our time 
at the school. Reminisc
ing about our tjme there 
remains one of our favorite 
topics of conversation. 

A da'y school provides 
the fommunity with vital
ity/ a focus, a mission and 
a· future . JCDS produces 
alumni like me, who cannot 
stay away. For the past 
three years, I have returned 
from Brandeis in early May 
and have worked at the 
school. As the community 
knows, these years have 
been extremely challeng
ing for JCDS, and I have 
interacted with different 

Getting the school more 
of the positive attention that 
it deserves· is a big step. We 
can raise morale by focusing 
on good memories and the 
school's special strengths. 
JCDS has given us so 
much, and now it needs our 
help more than ever before. 
There are many of us out 
here who care deeply about 
the school. We are in this 
together. 

Susan Landau, the 
daughter of Robert and 
Lesley Landau, grew up in 
Providence and is a student at 
Brandeis University. 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Spring: Rebirth and remembrance of those who died in military combat 
The anguish of war 
generates poetry, 

song, speeches 

ITYPE THIS on Memorial 
Day. The rain has ceased, 
spring may have arrived at 
last, but not for them, not 

for America's fallen. Some of the 
wars they fought kept us free, 
others were of no discernable 
purpose, either then or now, but 
yet they are all equally dead, 

Josh 
Stein 

the brave ones 
and those who 
cowered in fear, 
the enlisted 
men and the 
officers, the Jew, 
the Christian, 
the H indu and 
the atheist. 

In shulthis 
morning we 
paid tribute to 

them by reading David 's lament 
for Saul and Jonathan ("Oh 
how the mighty have fallen"), 
and from Lincoln's Gettys-
burg address ("That from these 
honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of 
devotion - that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain.") As we did 
so, I thought of another biblical 
lament, also ascribed to King 
David. His son Absalom, in 
revolt against his father, had 
been killed. When the news was 
brought to the king, I imagine 
he tore his clothes and cried 
out what all parents must feel, 
even if they do not know the 
words - "My son Absalom! 0 
my son, my son Absalom! If 
only I had died instead of you! 0 

One generation passes 
the truth to the next, 

so that we would 
never forget 

BY ALAN HASSENFELD 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

AiRISTOTLE, I 
elieve, once said: 
onor others - for 
onor belongs to the 

one who bestows it and not the 
one being honored. Ellie and 
Selma, Susan and Mindy, Peter 
and Arthur, you and your team, 
truly we honor you for your 
dedication and perseverance. 

To Aram and Arthur, 
when Anne Frank wrote, how 
wonderful it is that nobody .need 
wait a single moment before 

Absalom, my son, my son!" But 
it did not bring Absalom back. 

The war dead, all of them our 
sons, are gone. We concluded the 
service, before the final mourn
ers' kaddish, by singing the fi rst 
verse of America the Beauti-
ful: "Oh beautiful, for spacious 
skies/For amber waves of grain/ 
For purple mountain majesties/ 
Above the fruited plain/America! 
America!/God shed His grace 
on thee/And crown thy good 
with brotherhood/From sea 

We lived,fllt dawn, saw 
sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and 
now we lie 
In Flanders Fields. 

Take up our quarrel with 
the.foe: 
To you .from failing hands we 

throw 
1he torch; be your, to hold it 
high. 
Ifye breakfaith with us who 
die 

of the Passover season, it's said. 
From the Exodus to the giving 
of the Law at Sinai, 50 days later. 
It's not biblical, you know, this 
association with the Ten Com
mandments; it's an add-on by 
the ancient rabbis who wanted 
to give some Jewish significance 
to an even more ancient agri
cultural festival, but the myth 
holds; we are grateful for the early 
spring Exodus from slavery, for 

the late spring law which turned 
us from tribes into a people. 

Yesterday I saw parent car
dinals teaching their fledglings 
to fly by a tree outside our 
window. Spring is here; the dead 
are gone, new life continues. 

Josh Stein is a professor of history 
at Roger Williams University. He 
can be reached at jstein@rwu.edu. 

to shining sea." Afterwards, 
it wasn't just us mourners who 
remained standing for kaddish, 
but all of that small congregation. 

We shall not sleep, though 
poppies grow 
In Flandm Fields. 

From the other perspective, 
there is Seigfried Sassoon's 
Memorial Tablet: 

Letter to the Editor 
Tone of column disdainful, mocking 

It's an historical oddity that 
both Israel and the United States 
commemorate their war dead in 
the spring, in the time of new 
life. In Israel, I'm told , there 
is no one who does not know a 
fallen soldier, few who do not 
have a brother, a son, a father, a 
cousin or a friend who has paid 
the ultimate price for keeping 
Israel alive. There, as here, some 
of the wars were of necessity, 
others could have been avoided, 
but the dead are equally dead. 
The survivors weep, and the 
parents, widows and orphans 
wonder might have been. 

The First World War was a 
conflict that produced poets. 
John M cCrae wrote In Flanders 
Fields which begins as a eulogy 
but ends with an appeal to con
tinue the struggle: 

In Flanders fields the poppies 
blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

1hat mark our place; and in the sky 
1he larks, still bravely singing,jly 
Scarce heard amid 
the guns below. 

We are the dead. Short days 

ago 

Squire nagged and bullied till 
I went to fight, 

(Under Lord Derbys scheme). I died 
in he/l -

(1hey called it Passchen 
daele). My wound was 
slight, 
And I was hobbling back; and 

then a shell 
Burst slick upon the duck
boards; so I fall 
Into the bottomle.ss mud, 

and lost the light. 

At sennrm-time, while Squire 
i.s in his pew, 

He gives my gilded name a 
thoughtful stare; 
For, though low down upon 
the liJt, I'm there; 
"In proud and glorioll.J 

memory• ... that's my due. 
Two bleeding years I fought in 

France,for Squire: 
I suffered anguish that hes 
never gumed. 
Once I came home on leav e: 
and then went we.st ... 
What greater glory 

could a man desire? 

Shavuot approaches, the end 

1AM SURE that Professor Stein 
must not realize the impact of 

the tone of his recent column 
("Redemption of a first-born male 
donkey is a cause celebre, • The 
Voice & Herald. May 15) on the 
pidyon petter chamor (redemption 
of the first-born male donkey). 

The tone is so terribly disdain
ful and mocking of another's 
religious practice. And, it's not just 
another's religious practice. It is 
the practice of other fellow Jews 
who take their Judaism extremely 
seriously, who have studied the 
laws and practices from the 
standpoint of primary sources. 
Many of us also look to the Torah 
to appreciate the catalogue of 
character traits (middot) we strive 

to embrace. 
One of those middotthat is 
fundamental to a Jewish outlook is 
that of "judging others favorab ly." 
We train ourselves to give others 
the benefit of the doubt. When 
one speaks of others in such 
derisive ways, we risk violating our 
commitments not only to avoid
ing !ashon hara (inappropriate 
slanderous speech) but also to our 
desire to view others favorably. 
Before one can dispense with 

what Professor Stein calls religious 
"absurdities," it is crucial that one 
studies and understands those 
practices. I question whether 

Honor belongs to the ones who bestow it 
starting to improve the world, 
she was writing of you. You both 
have never waited to be called 
- you both have dedicated your 
lives to improving the world. 
Thank you for making 

safeguard the rights of others. 
If we do not, history has proved 
that our rights will vanish. 

With the work of the 
Holocaust Education and 

which is appropriate for today. 
May we bring ... 
Love where there is hatred 
Healing where there is pain 
Harmony where there,is discord 

such a difference in 
our community, and 
being an inspiration 
to all. 

I guess one might 
say I was "home
schooled-" on the 
Holocaust - one 
generation passing 
truth to the next, so 

"To Aram and Arthur, when Anne 
Frank wrote, how wonderful it is 
that nobody need wait a single 

moment before starting to improve 
the world, she was writing of you." 

Light where there is 
darkness 

Peace where there is 
stfife 

_ ' May this world be a 
, better place and let it 

begin with us - making 
a difference. 

that we would never forget and 
never let this happen again. 

It is said bigotry that leads 
to violence depends upon the 
indifference of bystanders. Each 
of us has a responsibility to 

Resource Center, it will teach all 
who come - not to let our rights 
vanish. It will teach us not to let 
history repeat itself. 

In closing, let me share with 
you a prayer that was sent to me 

Thank you, and I 
am honored. 

Editor's Note: 1hese comments 
given by Alan Hassenfeld at the 
luncheon held by the Holocaust 
Education and Resource Center of 
Rhode Island on May 19 honoring 

Professor Stein has studied the 
Torah's text that commands one in 
these rituals. For that, I commend 
Professor Stein to take to heart 
the oft-cited Jewish dictum (from 
• Ethics of the Fathers") loosely 
translated as, "Find yourself a 
rabbi." 

One benefi ts from one's rabbi 
in many ways, not the least of 
which is education in areas of 
Torah about which we know very 
little. If and when we choose not 
to be educated, we are simply (and 
sadly) exercising our free will at our 
own peril. 
Professor Stein's dismissive tone 
that likens any Jewish ritual to 
the "slaughter of Muslim women 
in honor killings in Pakistan- is so 
hurtful. And, I hope that both he 
and The Voice & Herald's editorial 
staff will take seriously the pain 
that can come with words. It is so 
hurtful to be ridiculed. If and when 
we appreciate how our words 
make others feel , perhaps we will 
all think longer and harder before 
we commit our sentiments to 
speech or writing. Better yet, with 
the proper education and orienta
tion, we will continue to learn and 
grow and not have the dismissive 
feelings to begin with. 

l'lichael Felder 
Providence 

u,·• 
Alan Hassenfeld 

the A-List: Aram Garabedian, 
Arthur Robbins and Alan 
Hassenfeld. · 
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In South County, the 
holiday is taking on 

new meaning 
Bv ETHAN ADLER 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

S havuot, one of the 
three major festivals 
of Judaism, celebrates 
the giving of the Torah 

on Mount Sinai to the Jewish 
people. Its original intention 
was to celebrate the end of the 
wheat harvest, just as Passover 
celebrated the barley harvest. 
Over time, especially as our 
ancestors relied less and less on 
the land's produce, the Sinai 
event began to take center stage. 

This shift in emphasis is some
what reflective of what is hap
pening in South County. After 
years of planning and meetings, 
and revisiting of priorities, the 
efforts to build a new center for 
Jewish activity are now firmly 
entrenched in the hearts and 
minds of the Jewish community. 

Shavuot is also known as the 
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name, a form of idolatry?" 
"That's a very good question," 

came M oshe's calm response. 
Ever since that day more 

than two-and-a-half yea rs 
ago, Moshe and I have been 
meeting almost weekly; and 
at the center of our conver
sation is the profound, and 
for me, perplexing issue of 
Moshe's relationship to his 
Rebbe, Menachem Mendel 

THE FEAST OF °WEEKS 

The time of the giving of our Torah 
Feast of Weeks (since it arrives 
seven weeks after Passover). At 
Congregation Beth David in 
Narragansett, this holiday will 
be observed on Saturday, May 
30, with a holiday and yizkor 
service beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
Everyone is invited to join us. 

laborative of South County will 
ultimately realize a day of first 
fruits, with a projected comple
tion date in late spring, 2010. 

However, this pilgrimage 
holiday is perhaps best known 
as the time of the giving of our 
Torah. And it is with this name, 
and the value of education and 

joy of Judaism to each individual 
child. The Jewish Center, located 
at the arragansert Rotary, and 
situated on 10 beautiful acres, 
including a pond with two 
love-bird swans, is host to the 
Kolle! Institute. This program is 
well attended by a cross-section 
of South County members. 

The Center site also 
For a two-day holiday, 

Shavuot certainly has its 
share of noms de plume. It 
is sometimes referred to as 
the Festival of Reaping. In 
South County, hard-work
ing committee members 
and supporters look ro 
reap the efforts of their 
commitment with a newly 
built Center that will also 
house the new home for 
the congregation, includ
ing a kitchen and offices 

"A new building will be 
erected at the Narragansett 

facilitates barbeques, 
bonfires and picnics. 

In add ition, Con
gregation Beth David 
schedules Shabbat 
luncheons with Torah 
study, mid-week "Essen 
& Lesson," a lunch & 
learn gatheri ng covering 
a variety of topics, and 

rotary site, and it is hoped that 
our next Shavuot service will 
be held in a newly-dedicated 
South County Jewish Center." 

for Jewish agencies. Ground
breaking plans are being 
formulated to take place this fall . 

Shavuot is also celebrated 
as the Day of First Fruits. The 
combined vision and plans by 
Congregation Beth David, 
the South County Hebrew 
School and the Jewish Col-

study, that the South County 
Jewish community identifies 
itself. Although the current 
temple is small in size, it is 
remarkably huge in Torah spirit. 
The Hebrew school boasts a 
roster of more than 40 students, 
with a professional, dedicated 
and loyal staff who brings the 

interfai th serv ices with a 
local fait h-based facility. 

Youngsters attend the Center 
for children-geared Shabbat 
services, ca.lied Jammin' Juniors. 

This year, Congregation Beth 
David will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary. M ore than 
50 years ago, the congrega-
tion existed as an info rmal 
get-together of Jewish summer 

FRIENDSHIP: Learning how to listen to each other 
Schneerson (April 5, 1902-
June 12 , 1994), the seventh and 
most probably the last Rebbe 
in the Lubavitch dynasty. 

To bring some focus to our 
fa r-reaching, challenging, 
often convoluted discuss ions, 
we have been working our way 
through a Hebrew-English 
transcription and translation 
of one of the Rebbe's numer
ous public discourses, which he 
usually delivered in Yiddish. 

The Rebbe delivered this 

particular t~lk on 10 Adar I , 
5741 (1981); the edited di s
course was prepared for pub
lication in 1992, the last one 
edited and personally distrib 
uted by the Rebbe before hi s 
stroke . This talk, which focuses 
upon the nature of Jewish 
leadership, has as its English 
title, "Nu rturing Faith." 

between them; and in their 
four years of marri age, they 
already have three vibrant 
children: Mendel, Levi, and 
Chaya . Our academic back
grounds are equally divergen~: 
before enrolling in rhe five-year 
program for rabbinic ordina
tion at the New York School 
of the Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion, 
I received a broad liberal arts 
education at Columbia College, 
where I majored in philosophy. 

VIOLENCE: Words of hatred 
can lead to killing 

Though the Lubavitch Rebbe 
died almost 15 years ago, he 
remains a source of enormous 
spiritual , emotional, and 
intellectual energy for Moshe. 
Nevertheless, though the 
relationship is an intense one, I 
am convinced that there is not 
a trace of idolatry in Moshe's 
continuing relationship with 
his Rebbe. I have also come 

Moshe, on the other hand, 
rook a far narrower, though 
far more Judaically intense, 
path of instruction to s'micha, 
rabbinic ordination. Case in 
point: I have come to believe 
that the theory of evolution via 
natural selection is a scientific 
truth, firmly established by 
mountains of evidence. Moshe 
takes a far more skeptical 
approach to this founda-
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deaths caused by under
age drinking, the focus 
has been on educational 
efforts on alcohol abuse. 

However, there is an 
underside to this tragedy 
- one that is apparently 
kiiown by the police, ·the 
authorities, and many of the 
high school classmates of 
the two teenagers involved, 
according to numerous 
sources. But it has not been 
shared p1:1blicly, which may 
prove to be unfortunate. 

The flashpoiI)t, once 
again, according to numec
ous sources, the alleged 
last angry words spoken 
between the two, involved 
words of hatred about ethnic 
backgrounds,allegedlyeach 

calling the other names about 
being Irish and Jewish. 

Regardless, one youth 
killed another, not by acci
dent, and he has accepted 
responsibility and will go to 
jail. Our hearts go out to the 
family that lost a son to this 
senseless act of violence. 

Yet, it's much easier to 
put the blame on underage 
drinking and irresponsible 
behavior than to grapple with 
the reality: ethnic hatred can, 
and will, spawn violence. 
Let's hope that the R.I. leg
islature finally passes Aram 
Garabedian's proposed law 
to mandate education about 
genocide and the Holocaust. 
And, perhaps the Barrington 
school system can be the first 
to create an educational pro
gram under the new mandate. 

to understand that, for the 
Lubavitch Hasidim, the term 
"Mashiach" has a unique con
notation, a connotation which 
I still can not quite grasp. 
I suspect that once I more 
fully understand how Moshe 
is using the term Mashiach, 
I will gain a more complete, 
more nuanced understand-
ing of what it is that binds 
Moshe with his Rebbe, Men
achem Mendel Schneerson. 

It should come as no surprise 
that Rabbi Moshe Laufer and 
I come from very different 
backgrounds. I grew up with 
an older sister and a younger 
brother; my wife Sandy has 
a younger brother. By way 
of contrast, Moshe and his 
wife Mire! share 20 siblings 

tion of modern biology. 
Despite such differences 

in f:i,tnily background and 
schooling, Moshe Laufer and 
J ,have become fast friends; 
our regular study session is 
a high point of our week. 

What is the basis of this 
unlikely, unexpected friend
ship? Profound mutual 
respect: we see in each 
other spiritual, moral, and 
intellectual integrity. 

We share a boundless 
curiosity concerning the 
soul of the other - and, I 
might add - "The Other." 

residents, who gathered in 
people's homes to say kaddish. 
In 1961, the need for a build
ing was realized; Beth David 
was offi cially dedicated in 1962, 
bur remained a summer shul, 
open from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. About 30 years 
ago, as the membership grew 
with more permanent year
round residents, the temple was 
winterized, which allowed it to 
be open throughout the year. 

And now, as the congrega
tion and the community itself 
continues to grow, a new 
building will be erected at the 
Narragansett rotary site, and it 
is hoped rhar our next Shavuot 
service will be held in a newly
dedicated South County Jewish 
Center. This is an exciting time 
for South County, and the entire 
Rhode Island community is 
invited ro share in our simcha. 

Stay tuned! 

Ethan Adler can be reached 
at eadlerJ@cox.net. 

We are committed to • 
learning from each other 
without feeling the slightest 
temptation to force a conver
sion. Both of us are deeply 
rooted in our Jewishness. Like 
many Jews, we love to talk; 
but, more significantly, we 
have learned how to li sten. 

Rabbi James B. Rosenberg 
can be reached at rabbiemeri
tus@templehabonim.com. 

May 29 protests 
Asmall group of protesters 

organized by the Westboro 
Baptist Church from Topeka, 
Kan., is planning a series of 
demonstrations across Rhode 
Island on May 29, the holiday of 
Shavuot. The Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island, 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island (JFRI) and the Bureau of 
Jewish Education are among the 
sites targeted by the group. 

Despite the extreme and 
hurtful messages, the demon
strators are not violent. They 
are expected to stand on the 
northwest corner of Sessions 
Street and Elmgrove Avenue 
(the corner nearest the Brown 
Stadium) for about 45 minutes 
beginning around 3 p.m. 

Recommendations and 
responses from law enforcement 
authorities: 

• Ignore the demonstrators 
entirely - they hope to provoke 
a reaction from others. The 
less attention they receive, the 
better. 
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sharing his experiences as a sol
dier - as an infantryman during 
World War II, he maintains a 
strict adherence to be quiet, to be 
true to himself. 

"Most of my life has been 
a series of good fortunes," he 
began, in an interview at 1he Voice 
& Herald's office. Growing up in 
Brooklyn and Brownsville, going 
to college, which was free, and 
which was totally challenging to 
the mind. The City College of 
New York, CCNY. College is 
the greatest incubator of creative 
things in the world." 

"Then," he continued, ''having 
the U.S. Army actually pay 
through the G.I. Bill of Rights, 
my medical education. As a civil
ian, they even gave me a small 
stipend for food, lodging. So, my 
life has been a series of blessings. 

"But there were intervals," 
he began again, and his voice 
trailed off. "I was in the infantry 
in World War JI, I lost people. 
It's not something I would want 
to share with anyone, except my 
family. My wife agrees, that shar
ing my years, particularly years 
in rehabilitation, would help no 
one. It would hurt me, to see it in 
print. Merely list me as four years 
in the infantry, and I survived. 

"I am proud," he continued, 
"to have a grandson in the U.S. 
Army, a captain, a physician, sta
tioned in Texas at the moment." 

Aronson did describe 
the feeling in his neighbor
hood in Brooklyn, right after 
Pearl Harbor. "It was a time 
of survival not only for our 
nation, but for the Jews. 

"In January, February and 
M arch, 1942," Aronson recalled, 
"it was a time when you walked 
down the streets, and if your legs 
were covered by civilian trou
sers, people would stop and say: 
'Why aren't you in the military?' 

VETERANS: F<?E some, it's still too painful to share their stories 
"In Brookly.n," Aron

son continued, "it was 
taken for granted that 

1, -~- Of Rice and Men, published 

it was a people's war, it 
was a matter of survival. 
We didn't even have the 
word 'Israel' to conjure 
up. To us, the word 
'Palestine' was a Jewish 
word; now, it's not." 

According to Aron
son, he and his best 
friends at CCNY 
discussed what they 
would do. "We were 
seniors, and we debated 
and we debated 
amongst ourselves. 
And, without discuss
ing it with our parents, 
we volunteered." 

For Aronson, many 
of his peers don't want 
to talk about their war 
experiences. "There was 
nothing heroic, noth
ing glorious," he said. 
"Surviving was at times 
something of shame." 

Aronson , who has 
done some work con
sulting for the military, 
inspecting military 

A portion of the Jewish War Veterans' 
Memorial Wall of Honor. 

hospitals, drew a sharp distinc
tion between the profile of the 
solider during World War JI and 
the soldier in uniform today. 

"In W orld War JI , the profile 
of the soldier reflected America. 
Today, the profile is not a random 
sample of the general popula
tion," he said. "Look where 
these kids ca me from, who 
never really grew up, and who 
died before they should have; it 
reminds me historically of the 
Ottoman Empire in the 14th 
century. The Ottomans never 
took Turks into their army, just 
slaves, Christian slaves, who 
were trained to bear arms and 
protect the Ottoman Empire," 
Aronson said. "In a curious way, 

that's what we're doing now, 
we're taking the uneducated, the 
impoverished, the minorities." 

RICHARD GALu 
Richard Galli, age 63, an 

attorney and author in East 
G reenwich, has seen two wars 
from two very different perspec
tives and some 30 years apart. 
Once drafted into the Army (in 
1970), he volunteered to learn 
Vietnamese so he could work 
as an interpreter. "I worked 
for the civil affairs unit (as the 
interpreter) that helped vil
lagers plant alternative crops 
like watermelon, peanuts and 
beans," he said. "The rice land, 
as the site of battlefields, had 
been ruined." Calli 's experiences 
were memorialized in his novel, 

in 2006 by Random House. 
In contrast to his Viet

nam experience, where he 
could easily - and safely 
- travel solo around the 
countryside, he and his col
leagues never left a military 
base in Iraq without four 
vehicles. Galli had applied 
to go to Iraq as a freelance 
journalist embedded with 
the troops - the six-week 
trip happened , all at his 
own expense - in 2007. 

"There's not a square 
foot oflraq that is safe," 
Galli said. "In Vietnam, 
they sometimes respected 
what you did and left 
you alone. We didn't get 
killed - we were helping 
them grow rice and food 
and they needed that. 
In Iraq, there's always 
someone who wanted to 
kill American soldiers." 

Why, at age 61 , did 
he choose to go to a war 
zone? "It was the best 
vacation I have had had in 
a long time," he laughed . 
Unlike the business world, 

Galli said, where it can be very 
competitive and cut-throat, "on 
an Army base, you can stare 
up at the stars at night, and be 
surrounded by thousands of 
people who have you r back. 
They're selfless, trustworthy
it's the greatest feeling in the 
world," he said. "The uniforms 
de-emphasize rank and sex and 
race integration is so much better 
than it is in society at large." 

Unlike World War II, which 
had a moral authenticity that 
we didn't have to invent - the 
death camps existed, Jewish 
refugees weren't manufac
tured - Galli said, "we had to 
manufacture reasons (to be in 
Vietnam and Iraq) and we had 

to keep changing those reasons. 
They're both crazy wars." 

JEFF HOROVITZ 

Jeff Horovitz, age 47, a life
long native of Cranston, had 
two tours of military duty: as a 
Marine stationed in Hawaii in 
the early 1980s, and in Iraq, from 
O ctober, 2005 to O ctober, 2006, 
with the 883rd Medical Com
pany, Combat Stress Control, 
an Army reserve unit located in 
Massachusetts. 

A licensed clinical independent 
social worker, H orovitz went to 
Iraq to provide mental health 
support and counseling services 
to soldiers. "It's very wrong to be 
there," said H orovitz, "but I'd go 
again for free. It's corny, but it's 
patriotism and I'm still there for 
the troops. It was satisfying to 
help people. Between individual 
counseling and classes, we saw 
more than 22,000 people in 
our clinic during the time I was 
there." 

Althcugh he wasn't shooting 
at anyone or being shot at, daily 
mortar fire and more impacted 
H orovitz while he was stationed 
at Camp Anaconda in Belaud, 
Iraq. A caregiver himself, he 
sought help to deal with his 
depression while overseas. When 
he returned , the symptoms 
continued. "Since I've been back, 
I scream in my sleep, I thrash 
around." Separated from his wife, 
Horovitz explained in our inter
view that they had just completed 
an amicable divorce. They are the 
parents of two boys, Jacob, 11, 
and Joshua, 8. 

Although H orovitz is disap
pointed that the Army Reserves 
promised more than they actually 
delivered (such as bonuses), he 
promptly acknowledged the real 
heroes of his deployment. "My 
family, wife and kids, and all the 

See VETERANS, Page 31 

Photo courtesy of Jeff Horovitz 
Members of the Rhode Island chapter of the Patriot Guard Riders attend military funerals 

(at the family's invitation) to show their respect and shield the family from protests or other 
interruptions. They also attend events such as this Jewish War Veterans' ceremony held on 

Memorial Day. Some are active duty military personnel, others are not. 

JEFF HOROVITZ, left, and his colleagues display t he cigars, some from Cuba 
that people sent to the troops. 

ll 
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You can make a difference today for our community 
We need your 

passion, wisdom, 
and financial support 
now more than ever 

Bv BRADLEY LA YE 

blaye@JFRI.org 

{]
PRECEDENTED. 

This is the most 
ommon descriptor 
or the current eco

nomic situation. Eight months 
after the calamitous fall of our 
markets, the newspapers, broad
casts, and biogs all look back 
with hindsight over the cause 
and speculate as to the solution 
that will move us forward again. 

The numbers they use are so 
large, it's nearly impossible for 
me to comprehend them . Three 
trillion, $700 billion - all num
bers engrained in my conscious
ness by simply turning on any 

Thirteen Midrasha 
students receive 

diplomas 

Bv JAMI E RICHMAN 

jrichman@bjeri.org 

ON MAY 12th, 
the Bureau of 
Jewish Education 
of Rhode Island 

honored our community's 
teens at the 5769 Harry Elkin 
Midrasha Community High 
School Graduation and Eve
ning of Teen Recognitiont. 
For decades , the Bureau has 
held a Midrasha graduation 
ceremony, but the form at of the 
evening was changed thi s year 
to spotlight the breadth and 
depth of the accomplishments 
of our community's teens. 
This change in format reflects 
a change in direction for the 
Bureau's Teen Services Com-

news programs anytime of day 
and hearing about the deficit, 
TARP, federal budget, or bail 
out package. Can any American 
understand the direct impact or 
cost of these numbers on us as 
individuals? How can I have an 
impact on our world directly 

is forcing decisions that no 
committee should ever have to 
make about what is important 
and what is not; the parallels 
between this and conversa
tions about seniors deciding 
between food and prescription 

time - or ever -
who can come 
back to the 
communal tent 
and support the 
vital programs 
and services 

when thinking in terms of ----------------
JFRI makes 
possible 
(including these amounts? And finally, 

and my favorite , how is S17 
billion described in Wash
ington circles as "not real 
money~" 

There are numbers I can 

"And then there is you -
one person who can make 
a difference today for our 

community." 

this very 
newspaper 
you 
are reading). 

better comprehend, and areas----------------
Having been in Rhode 

Island for 18 months now, 
I have a clearer picture where you and I can make 

a difference. I want to share 
them with you. This year, the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island OFRI) is allocating S3.3 
million to fund programs and 
services in our community. 
This represents a decrease from 
last yea r of almost 18 percent. 
In a community of our size 
(18,000), that decrease in funds 

medication are all too evident. 
Today, we are $130,000 away 

from our goal, upon which 
allocations arc based. To date, 
2,269 donors have made their 
2009 pledge, but 519 donors 
have not yet done so. M ore 
importantly, there are thousands 
of Jews in Rhode Island who 
have not made a pledge in a long 

of the history, traditions, 
successes, and challenges our 
community has faced in years 
and decades past. But, it is 
time to look to the future. 

We need your passion, 
wisdom and financial support 
now more than ever, and I ask 
you to go to www.JFRI .org 
to lea rn about JFRI and our 

An evening to honor our community's teens 

community and to increase 
or make a new pledge. I also 
invite you to call us to learn 
how to get more involved 
if you want to do so. 

Through your support, we can 
begin to focus on the numbers 
that inspire - the 850 children 
enrolled in PJ Library, the 
21,000 meals we serve through 
meal sites and kosher Meals on 
Wheels, the 1,400 members 
of the JCC who participate in 
a vibrant Jewish life, and the 
scores of families, children and 
individuals receiving afford
able counseling as they cope 
with these stressful times. 

And then there is you - one 
person who can make a differ
ence today for our community. 

Bradley Laye is the chief 
philanthropy officer at the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 
He can be reached at 421-4111, 
ext. 173, or blaye@jFRI.org. 

mittee and the WW 1av.u:..•2.!i!i51K . .: w• YW'-- . ..,.. ..c- >-

community. 
Chaired by 

W ay ne Estes , 
the Bureau's 
Teen Services 
Committee 
has initiated an 
effort to estab
lish a com
munity-wide 
Teen Services 
Council , with 
representation 
from all the 
community's 
teen service 
providers, 
including teen 
representa
tives. "We're 
looking fo r 
ways to engage 
our commu
nity's teens 
as effectively 
as possible , 

MIDRASHA CLASS OF 5769: Front row, from left: Alannah Johnson, Rebecca Dinerman, Sarah Redlich, Cara Kaplan, 
Alexandra Smith, Ethan Selinger. Back row, from left: Hannah Rome, Jessica Waterman, Brian Veltri , Nathan Jablow, 

James Garber. Not pictured : Jennifer Dinerman, Rachel Kerzer 

and hope to begin to do so by 
coordinating our efforts with 
others to create a more seam
less community within a com
munity. We want to bring all 
our community's teens together 
in ways that are meaningful 
to them, and in part, designed 
by them," said Estes. "The 
combined Midrasha gradu
ation and teen recognition 
evening is just the first step." 

and participants in the Jewish 
Civics Initiative, the Kol Kesem 
HaZamir Youth Choir, the 
Perelman Family Madrichim 
program, and the JCC Mac
cabi Games and ArtsFest. 

One of the highlights of 
the evening .was a keynote 
address by Rabbi Joshua 
Elkin, w)i.ose father, Harry 
Elkin (z" !), was one of the first 
presidents of the Bureau and 
for ·whom the Bureau's com
munity high school is named. 

Mrs. Elkin received an espe
cially warm round of applause 
when Rabbi Elkin announced 
her upcoming 99,h birthday! 

By all accounts, the eve
ning was a big success. Kevin 
O lson, executive director 
of the Jewish Community 
Center (and parent of a cur
rent Midrasha student and a 
Midrasha graduate), remarked 
that the evening "certainly 
makes a statement about how 
we can come together as a 
community and should inspire 
the work yet to be done ." 

ELKIN FAMILY - From left: Rabbi Joshua Elkin, Esther Elkin 
and Benjamin Elkin 

Thirteen Midrasha students 
received diplomas this year. 
Also honored were this year's 
Nathan Resnik Memorial 
Award winners, Israel travel
ers, the JCC Outstanding -
Teen Volunteer Award winner, 
the Bureau Special Education 
program teacher's aides, the 
presidents and officers from 
all the area's youth groups, 

Esther Elkin, wife of Harry 
and mother of Joshua, was on 
hand, too. Among his remarks, 
Rabbi Elkin pointed out that 
his mother, also a long-time 
Jewish educator, had already 
begun teaching when the stock 
market crashed in 1929 and 
was still teaching in 2009. 

For more information about 
Midrasha or our community's teen 
programs, contact Jamie Richman 
at 331-0956, ext. 181, or jrich
man@bjeri.org. 
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The Event for Women 

Top Left: Bonnie Steinberg Jennis, the president of 
JFRl's Women's Alliance with her family. 

Top right: Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow, Mindy 
Wachtenheim, and Hope Hirsch 

Bottom left: Bea Ross, Sharon Gaines, Susan 
Froelich, Cheryl Teverow and Mitzi Berkelhammer 

are former presidents of the Women 's Alliance. 

Bottom right: Doris Feinberg, president of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, and Bonnie 

Steinberg Jennis embrace at Jennis' installation at 
the May 7 Event for Women. 

Photos by Andrea Hansen 

JFRI Women's Alliance announces 
2009 Endowment Fund grants 

BY BETH DINDAS 

bdindas@jfri.org 

FOR MANY YEARS, 
the Women's Alliance 
Endowment Fund of 
the Jewish Federation 

of Rhode Island has helped to 
fund a variety of overseas and 
domestic programs, with a spe
cial emphasis on programs that 
impact women and-children. 

At its May 4 meeting, mem
bers of the Endowment Fund 
voted to allocate more than 
$5,000 in grants for 2009, the 
largest annual grant amount to 
date. 

Grants were made to the fol
lowing: 

• Camp JORI for purchase of 
a microphone and PA system 
to support the Theater Arts 
Program 

• URI Hillel Foundation for 
honoraria as part of the Wom
en's Initiative for Self Empow
erment (WISE) program 

• Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island, a program of the Jewish 
Seniors Agency of Rhode 

Island, for the purchase of 
Shabbat candles 

• ELI, The Israel Association 
for Child Protection fo r the 
Outreach and Abuse Preven
tion Program for Orthodox 
Girls 

• The Ethiopian National 
Project (ENP) to fund one 
child in ENP Scholastic Assis
tance program 

• The Jewish Agency for 
Israel's Jewish Summer Camp 
in the former Soviet Union 
for financial assistance to one 
camper 

• The Jewish Agency for 
Israel's Youth Futures in Afula, 
Israel to fund two "enrich
ment" baskets. 

For more information on the 
Women's Alliance Endowment 
Fund, contact Beth Dindas at 
421-4111, ext. 174. 

Beth l)indas is senior develop
ment officer and director of wom
en's philanthropy at the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. Camp IOIH 

Wake up with Camp JORI and lit~ f>j L-ib.,..ao 

Join us for a morning pajama party! 

Eat breakfast, go on a scavenger hunt, 
make sun visors and sand art, and swim! 

Children of all ages are welcome! 

Sunday, June 28th 
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 

Camp JORI 

(meet in the dining room) 

1065 Worden's Pond Road 

Wakefield, RI , 

Pl~ase bring your bathing suit, towel, suntan 
,lotion, flotation device, and a hat. Parents 
should accompany their child in the pool. Parking 
across from the pool. RSVP to Nicole Katzman , 
The P) Library Director at 401.331.0956 x180 or 
n katzman@bjeri.org. 

PJ Library is a program of the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island. 
Camp JORI and the Bureau of Jewish Education are partner agencies 

P.:d of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

l ii~_, L;b.,.a[J 
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Art Exhibit at Eveline Luppi Gallery 

Exhibit hours: Wed.-Thurs. 12-6 p.m. • Fri. 12-8 p.m. - Sat. - Sun. 12-6 p.m. 

Reception - Saturday, June 13, 3-6 p.m. 

7 Main Street • Wickford , RI 02852 

401.294.9111 
www.evelineluppigallery.com 
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UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

camp Jori hu been part of the 
RI Jewish community since 1937 11 g 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS 

GRADES 2 · 10 

DAY CAMP 
FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS 
AGES6T09 

beautiful, newly developed cam pus 
7 2-ocre site 
magnifi cent waterfront 

sa iling, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabi ns 

comprehensive programming 

expansive rec hall 

sports fields and court s 
dining hall with an inspiri ng view 
two swi mming pools 
protected environment 

highly skilled, coring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 

family feeling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 

Reaching up 
A program for children with special needs 

Two - two week sessions 
Ages 11 -14 

JOI REGISTIITl8N INFORUIION Clll: 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM 

E-MAIL: CAMPJORI @HOTMAIL.COIICW0 7° ~ e Tflf<:: ..... .,.,, CAMPJORI ,_ 
ON WORDEN'S POND 

COMMUNITY 
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Phot o by M ary Korr 

JIM HAKIZIMANA, 21, holds a photo of his father, who died in the Tanzanian refugee camp Jim was 
born in . He and his mother, a native of Burundi, arrived here in August and live in a triple-decker 

renovated for refugees by the West Elmwood Housing Authority. 

REFUGEES: Determined to dare and dream 
From Page 1 

filled with stories against the 
Jews. There are not too many 
Jews left there now," she says. 

FROM TH.E MIDDLE EAST 
Refugees are here against 

all odds. Only 1 percent of the 
world 's 14 million refugees 
are resettled, according to 
the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees. 
The most recent are from 
the Middle East. Most are 
resettled in this state through 
the International Institute 
of Rhode Island (IIRl), 
founded in 1921. It has a 
long history helping resettle 
persecuted Jews over the 
last century, through its affili
ation with the Hebrew Immi
grant Aid Society (HIAS). 

"It's almost unimaginable 
to put yourself in the position 
of refugees. They have seen . 
mayhem, destruction, violence, 
genocide, and physical and psy
chological torture," says William 
Shuey, IIRl's executive director 
for decades. His list goes on. 

a young woman in her 20s, bear 
scars - within and without. H er 
body is burned from a bus bomb
ing in Iraq that killed her entire 
family. She has double vision 
and trouble standing, which 
limits her ability to get a job. 

Nabeel and Noelle arrived 

violations and lack of religious 
freedom. He did not want to 
live under a theocracy, "Some 
people don't like you because 
of your religion;' he says. 

"Which religion?" I ask. 
H e refuses to answer. 

H e fled to Turkey for three 
years, and awaited 
permanent placement 
through the United 
Nations' refugee arm. 
He was turned down 
by three European 
countries, because "I 

"The refugees are 
extremely resilient, and they 
are legal and able to work." 

Baha Sadr, director am single," he says. 

of refugee resettlement, IIRI 
He is trained in physical 

education and hopes to 
find a job doing this. 

a month ago, from Iraq, via 
Egypt. They left Baghdad 
because of"all the wars." 

Nabeel worked for the Inter
national Red Cross for five years 
and is an engineer. He is reluc
tant to have his picture taken. 
He fears retribution on family 
members in Iraq by "militias," if 
a photo appears on the Internet. 

0UTOFAfRICA 

Refugees within the past three 
years who have come to Rhode 
Islarid are primarily from Africa: 
Burundi, Ghana, Somalia, and 
the Congo. Before that, there was 
a great Latin American influx. 

"Once I get my GED, I will 
study to become a doctor," says 
Jim Hakizimana, 21, who came 

Many refugees, such as Vivian, 

Ali, from Iran,' has been in 
Providence for-one month. He 
left Iran becatise of human rights 

See OPPORTUNITY, Page 11 

U.S. OKs 80,000 refugees for 2009 
FOR 2009, the United 

States has set the number 
of refugees who will be 
accepted for resettle
ment at 80,000, from 
the following regions: 

Africa: 12,000 

East Asia: 19,000 
Europe and Central 

Asia:2,S00 
Latin America/ 
Caribbean: 4,S00 
Near East/South 
Asia: 37,000 

Unallocated Reserve: 
5,000, from Vietnam, 
Cuba, the Former Soviet 
Union, Iraq and those with 
exceptional circumstances 
identified by a United States 
Embassy in any location. 
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Photo by Mary Ko rr 

ATTENDING AN ORIENTATION cla ss last week at the International Institute were, from left, Maysa and Abdul Emir hold ing their son, 
Kareem; Mantele from Eritrea (in rear); Ali from Iran; teacher Zenaida DaCruz from Cape Verde, and Zera from Burundi. 

LITTLE GIRL in Tanzanian camp 
awa it ing transit with her family 

to America . 

OPPORTUNITY: With help oflnternational Institute, most find work 
From Page 10 

to Rhode Island in August. 
From the moment he arrived, 
Jim was astonished - at the mass 
of immigrants from all over the 
world being processed at Ken
nedy Airport. Their layover was 
six hours and they were treated 
to a tour of New York City. 

"To see the M anhattan 
Bridge. That was amazi ng," Jim 
says. "I will never forget it." 

H e was born in a sprawling 
refugee camp in T anzania. His 
parents had fled ethn ic cleansing 
in their native Burundi, along 
with 300,000 other Hutus fleeing 
Tutsi violence. They crisscrossed 
countries and jungles. Ada, Jim's 

Who is a refugee? 
A refugee is a person 

who has been forced from 
his home and crossed an 
international border for 
safety. In some cases, they 
are identified by the U.S. 
Embassy in their home 
countries. He or she must 
have a well-founded fear of 
persecution in his/ her native 
country, on account of race, 
religion, nationality, mem
bership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion. 

They are approved by the 
State Department's Bureau 
of Population, Refugees and 
Migration and processed 
through the United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
the International Organiza
tion for Migration, and the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian 
refugees in the Middle East. 

mom, is 57 and has been home
less since 1972. H er husband died 
in the camp. H er refrigerator has 
a sign that reads: H ope. 

Bah a Sadr, IIRJ's director of 
refugee resettlement, focuses 
on fam ilies and single refugees. 
The biggest challenges he faces 
are securing affordable housing 
and raising awareness of who the 
refugees are. "W e are trying to 
almost do the impossible," Sadr 

says, "especially in this economic 
climate. But the refugees are 
extremely resilient, and they 
are legal and able to work." 

More than 90 percent of the 
lnstitute's adult refugees find 
employment withjn 12 months. 

O n one day, Ibrahim from 
Ethiopia fills out a job applica
tion. H e smiles and says: "I am a 
refi ggy." A refugee. In the space 
which asks reason for leaving 

Yankee Travel, Inc. ~-fJ 'l!. 

CALL US DIRECT 
401-789-9728 
800-966-9056 

Yankee Travel Inc. 

,g~. 
CRYSTAL 682 Kingstown Rd 

Wakefield, RI 02879 

"'--,-; .. 
EUROPE SOUTH AMERICA AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND PANAMA CANAL AND THE WORLD 

I 1 ·11 
....... -

Cruising "all-in\:lusive" shouldn 't mean limited options. 
With Crystal Cruises' new AS YOU WISH program, receive 

up to *$2,000 in Shipboard credit to spend any way you wish. 

CALL A YANKEE TRAVEL SPECIALIST TODAY AND ASK ABOUT OUR 
CRYSTAL CRUISE EVENT OFFERING AN ADDITIONAL SAVINGS 
OF $500 PER STATEROOM ON SELECT-2009 CRUISE VOYAGES. 
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prior job, he writes: "War." 
Ninety percent of the refugees 

IIRJ resettles attain citizenship 
though the Alan Shawn Fein
stein Citizenship program. Refu
gees are also offered continuing 
educational and legal services and 
are helped in contacting other 
social service agencies. They are 
directed to refugee clinics at 
H asbro and Rhode Island hospi
tals as well , for immunizations, 

though all are g iven pre-arrival 
thorough health evaluations. 

Since July 2008, 130 refugees 
have arrived in Rhode Island 
through IIRJ; there is a wait
ing list of 300. A family from 
Nepal is expected any day now. 

Mary Korr can be reached 
at mkorr@verizon.net. 

"Deep in the hills of New Hampshire, under a cloudless sky ... " 

Former cam pers and staff are welco me back to camp for our 

R[UNION ~HrnRAllON 

- JH 

, 

SATURD'AY, .JUNE 20, 2009 
SHUTTLE FROM 8:30AM TO 6:00PM 

~

• M Camp Young Judae a, Amherst, New Hampshire 

,< Activities, services, lunch, schmoozing, sports, fun and more! 
'° <: ... ,..,o• Plus, we've planned a special off·site 'evening aclivit(. Pre-registration required. 

Please help us spread the word. To register, get more info or add your name to our alumni list: 
Camp Young Judaea, Amherst, New Hampshire / www.de epintheMlls.net or call (781) 237-9410. 
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KIDNEY: A tale of finagling in China 

From Page 1 

Chicken."He's an operator, a 
finagler .holdover from the Old 
World," writes Daniel Asa 
Rose of his cousin in Larry's 
Kidney (HarperCollins), the 
Rehobeth, Mass., author's 
latest memoir/travelogue. 

a preview of the author - and 
Brown alum's - most recent 
literary adventu re (the full 
title of Larry's Kidney reads: 
Being the True Story of How I 
Found Myself in China With 
My Black Sheep Cousin and His 
Mail- Order Bride, Skirting 
the Law to Get Him a Trans
plant-and Save His L ife). 

The story behind the story, 
Rose explained, was this: 

he hadn't spoken in years. 
Larry was suffering from 

kidney disease, undergoing 
grueling dialysis, and in dire 
need of a transplant that, if he 
stayed in the United States, 
could have taken years to 
materialize. His pitch to his 
older cousin , a former travel 
writer fo r E squire, is the subject 
of Chapter 

"It just had to be a book," 
says Rose, who returned to the 
U.S. and finished a draft of the 
story in six months. While 
this fast-paced writing was 
exhilarating (his last memoir, 
Hiding Places: A Father and 
His Sons R et race Their Fam
ily's E scape from the H olocaust 
took 10 yea rs), writing L arry's 

key scenes - where Rose makes 
a black-market connection 
while attending shut in Bei
jing - the author marvels: "In 
this cutting-edge city in this 
postmodern world, I happen 
to be sitting in one of those 
pockets where things oper-
ate the way they did 4,000 
years ago: through personal 

relationships." 
"I'm at the 

"The rest of the fami ly's kind 
of embarrassed of him. He's 
the kind of shtet/ gangster some 
of us may have been before we 
all evolved into Ivy League 
doctors/lawyers/Indian chiefs ." 

Rose read selections from 
Larry's Kidney on a recent 
evening at the Brown Univer
sity Bookstore; an event that 
gave friend s, fam ily, and fans 

two years ago, the author was 
going about his life - work
ing on a new nonfiction 
project; vacationing with his 
fami ly in Colorado - when he 
received a call from Larry, an 
estranged cousin with whom 

1 in Larry's 
Kidney, "The 
Phone Call." 

"Wego 
there, we grab 
a kidney, we 
come back," 
says L arry, 
over the phone. 
"Couldn't be 
simpler." 

"Following their arrival in China, the author 
learned that procuring a kidney transplant 

intersection 
point of two 
ancient tight
knit systems," 
he continues, 
"where Chinese 
guanxi meets 
Jewish guanxi." 

~~oil\ ~G~J . 
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As it turned 
out, explains 
Rose, who 
agreed to take 
part in Larry's 

in China is illegal for Westerners; that 
Larry was also using the trip to hook up 
with Mary, a mail-order bride; and that 
the details of the surgery - a convicted-

murderer donor; a slick, cigarette-smoking 
surgeon referred to as 'Dr. X' - were 

anything but straightforward." 

For Rose, who 
began his career 
writing short 
stories and the 
novel, Flipping 
for It, law-

+ 
life-saving 
mission, things 
could have been simpler. Much 
simpler. In the time follow
ing their arrival in China, the 
author learned that procuring 
a kidney transplant in China 

Featuring the 
Greatest Music of 
the 20th Century 

is illegal for Westerners; that 
Larry was also using the 
trip to hook up with M ary, a 
mail-order bride; and that the 
details of the surgery - a con
victed- murderer donor; a slick, 
cigarette-smoking surgeon 
referred to as 'Dr. X' - were 
anything but straightforward. 

BIL~ .• ~},~,NF. Y For tickets cal/ (401) 782-TKTS (8587/ 

THEATRE Monday- Saturday 10 am-4 pm. •••••• , ...... . 
Or visit us online anytime at : ~ 

BY THE SEA www.theatrebythesea.com ~ 

• • 
CAMPl<J!YEN'S POND 

~ ~,·~i ·~ 
I .-.-~ ~ 
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www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Too week sessions starting 

June 30 through August 19 
• Increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRAllON INFORMAllON CONT"CT: 
CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 

Kidney, Rose explains, was 
also tinged with melancholy. 

"The whole time I was 
writing it I was half laugh
ing . .. and half rea lly sad," 
says Rose. "I realized the 
whole time I would never 
have a character like Larry 
to write about again." 

For a Jewish writer, writing 
Larry's Kidney also provided 
some interesting insights, Rose 
explained in an interview with 
The Voice & Herald befo re the 
reading. In one of the book 's 

defying exploits 
and characters 
like L arry 

are the reason why he made 
the shift to nonfiction . 

"The world got away from 
us," he says. "It became so 
crazy and so amazing that it 
beggared the imagination. 

"Who needs to reach 
into the back of their mind 
for fictional details when 
such outlandish things are 
taking place on the stage in 
front of us in real time?" 

Temple Sinai 
invites you and )UUr family to 

"Gets· More Shabbaf 
at our annual. outdoor event 

Join us as we celebrate Shabbat 
on the lawn atTempleSinai. 

Date: Friday, June 19th 
Time: 5:45 pm 
Place: Temple Sinai 

30 Hagen Avenue 
Cranston 

Shabbat Sernces followed by a picnic dinner 
(you bring the dinner, we'll bring the dessert!), 

s'mores by a campfire, music and more! 

~ ~ f>titl,i RSVPto942-8350 
I~ 0' www.templesinairi.or.l! 
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SENATOR SHELDON WHITEHOUSE and Dr. Raymond Frackelton, 
board chair of the Rhode Island Interfaith Power & Light Chapter 

meet in Washington, D.C. 

Faith group urges climate change 
WASHINGTON, D .C. - On 
May 6, representative~ at the 
national Interfaith Power & 
Light (IPL) conference in Wash
ington, D.C., advocated passage 
of the Waxman-Markey bill 
which would mandate reduced 
carbon dioxide emissions and 
promote the development of 
renewable and clean energy, 
and improve the efficiency 

with which we use energy. 
The Rhode Island IPL C hap

ter's Executive Director H oward 
Brown and Board Chair Dr. 
Raymond Frackelton met with 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, 
and staff from the offi ces of 
Senator Jack Reed, Rep. Pat
rick Kennedy and Rep. James 
Langevin. 

Hebrew Free Loan Association elects leaders 
PROVIDENCE -The South 
Providence Hebrew Free Loan 
Association unanimously 
elected the slate of officers 
and directors presented by the 
association's nominating com
mittee at a M arch 31 meeting 
at the association offi ces . ' 

The officers for 2009-2010 are 

Herman Wallock as president, 
Robert Diner as vice president, 
Samuel Buckler as treasurer 
and Ca rl Lefkowitz as secre
tary. Board members for the 
same time frame are Michael 
Diner, Stevan Labush, Steven 
Tregar, Philip Greenberg, Neil 
Diner and Ben G ilstein. 

. ..,.,AN EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR 
br 

Patrick K. Sullivan, MD, FACS 

~ 
after 

Hot Topics in Plastic Surgery as presented at the 
_American Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeon's Meeting 

May 2009 

Patient Guest Speakers 
Thursday, June 17, 2009 • 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

LEDCEMONT COUNTRY CLUB 

131 BROWN AVENUE, SEEKONK, MA 

Voted One of 
"America's Top 
Plastic Surgeons" 

- OJ.Stle 011d Connolly Guide 

RSVP is required as space is limited 

401-831-8300 
www.drsullivan.com 

Board Certified, American Board of Plastic Surgery 

Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

Blessing the kosher 
food pantry 

THE STATE'S FIRST kosher 
food pantry opened on May 
19, with poignant and pow
erful comments from many 
of the organizers of the 
pantry. Here, Cantor Richard 
Perlman of Temple Am 
David affixes the mezuzah 
to the door of the pantry, 
which was well-stocked in 
preparation of its opening. 

Temple Torat Yisrael's religious school moving to E. Greenwich 
CRANSTON - Temple Torat 
Yisrael, which expects to build a 
new facility in East Greenwich, 
will hold its religious school 
c.lasses, effective September 2009, 
at the Village Lower School, 
220 South County Trail, East 
G reenwich. 

Relocating the religious school 
is a major step in the congrega
tion's transition to what will 
become its new home on land off 
Middle Road in East Greenwich. 

This yea r, the congregation 
purchased the property and 
received preliminary town 
approval for its building plans. 

"By moving from Cranston to 
East Greenwich, we are follow-

ing a population shift of Jewish 
families within Rhode Island," 
said Susan Smoller, president 
of the synagogue's board. 

The school, formally known 
as the Frederic G . and Lawrence 
G. Cohen Religious School, 
serves youngsters from kinder
garten through seventh grade. 

"The Cohen Religious School 
engages Jewish children and 
their families in a welcoming, 
inclusive learning community," 
said Ro nni Gutti n , T emple 
Torat Yisrael's education direc
tor. "Together, we deepen our 
understanding of Judaism and 
share the joy of the Conservative 
Jewish experience at its best." 

While Cranston has been the 
home of Temple Torat Yisrael 
for more than 50 years, changing 
demographics persuaded the con
gregation that it was important to 
move the synagogue south , closer 
to where many of its members 
now live and closer to communi
ties that are experiencing growth 
within the Jewish community. 

Thesynagogue isengagedin 
programs in East G reenwich, 
including pre-school story hours 
and monthly lunch and learn 
programs with Rabbi Amy 
Levin. 

For information ca/1785-1800 or 
v isit www.toratyisraef. org. 
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11The Feeling is Mutual!" 

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING 
ROOF TOP SYSTEMS • HEAT PUMPS 

FEATURING SYSTEMS BY: 
• Commercial leasing specialists 

LENN§K)® • Homeowner financing 

• 24-hour emergency service 

• Commercial and residential 

1~ -1 ~-
-..,Coolings,-. 

- A FULL IN-HOUSE DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & SERVICE COMPANY 
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JERI is on the 
road in June 

PROVIDENCE - Jewish 
Eldercare of Rhode Island 
(JERI), a program of Jewish 
Seniors Agency, wi ll hold its 
"drop-in" satellite office hours 
on June 4 at Temple Shalom, 
223 Valley Rd., Middletown, 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon; on 
June 8 at Brightview Com
mons, 57 Grandville Court, 
Wakefield, from 1 to 2:30 
p.m.; on June 18 at The Phyllis 
Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted 
Living Facility, 3 Shalom 
D rive, Warwick, from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m.; on June 25 at 
Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 
Prospect St., Woonsocket, from 
2:30 to 4 p.m.; and on June 
29 at Sakonnet Bay Manor, 
1215 Main Road, Tiverton, 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

The topic at each session 
will be "Summer Activities for 
Seniors" and JERI Director 
Susan Adler and JERI Assis
tant Director Ethan Adler will 
be available to counsel and 
advise seniors and their fami
lies on any issues or concerns. 
Ethan will also be available 
for pastoral counseling. 

For more information or to set 
up an appointment, contact Susan 
Adler at 621-5374 or sad/er-Jeri@ 
jsari.org. General information 
on Jewish Seniors Agency pro
grams is at wwwjsari.org. 

Veterans' 
expo offers 

information, 
resources 

PROVIDENCE -The first 
Rhode Island Veterans' Expo 
will be held at the Rhode Island 
College gymnasium, 600 Mt. 
Pleasant Ave., Providence on 
June 13, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The expo, which is free and 
open to the public, provides an 
opportunity to learn more about 
programs and activities offered 
by the private and public sectors 
for veterans, active duty person-· 
nel and their families. 

The event is sponsored by the 
Rhode Island United Veterans 
Council, an organization that 
includes, among other groups, 
the Jewish War Veterans of the 
State of Rhode Island. 

For more information, contact 
Sanford Gorodetsky, departmer' 
commander of the Jewish War 
Veterans of the State of Rhode 
Island, at sanodets@aol.com or 
942-5656. 

Women's Association's annual meeting: Fun and recognition 

Modeling mavens? 
SALLY IRONS, left, Sandy Simon and Sandra Cheng, vice president of 
support services for The Miriam Hospital, model some of the items 

available in the hospital's gift shop at The Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association May 20 annual meeting at Ledgemont Country Club. 

Volunteers Irons and Simon co-manage the gift shop, which contributed 
S30,000 to the hospital's capital campaign this year. 

Photos by Nancy Kirsch 

Odessa honored 
Tina Odessa, left, and Jill Goldstein share a warm 

moment. Goldstein introduced Odessa, The Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association's honoree at its annual 

meeting. Goldstein shared some, but not all, of 
Odessa's pranks and Odessa spoke of her love for The 
Miriam Hospital, the Women's Association and of the 

role she played, as president, in bringing younger 
women into the Women's Association. 

Providence Hebrew Day honors community leaders 
PROVIDENCE - The 
Providence Hebrew Day 
School (PHDS) will recognize 
key contributors at its annual 
dinner on Sunday, June 7. 

Grace and Arnold Novick will (
receive the Amudim Award. 
An accomplished physicist, 
Arnold came to Rhode Island to 
work at Raytheon; he moved to 
the East Side due to the warm 
reception he received at PHDS. 
Grace Novick's association 
with PHDS began many years 
earlier; her three sons attended 
PHDS, two of whom gradu
ated from the New England 
Academy of Torah. In February 
2006, Arnold and Grace were 
married - at PHDS. They are 
ardent supporters of the school 
and have sponsored Shabbat 
dinners and speakers for the 

Photo courtesy o f PHOS 

entire community. In addi
tion to their PHDS involve
ment, the Novicks belong to 
Congregation Beth Sholom 

This year's Community Ser
vice Honoree is the CPA firm of 
Rosenstein, Halper & Maselli, 
LLP. Through the Rhode Island 
Tuition Tax Credit Program, 

.PROVIDENCE - The June 
12 Yiddish shmooze meeting 
will feature Cantor Brian 
Mayer of Temple Emanu-El 
who will sing a medley of 
nostalgic Yiddish songs. 

Ma.ra Sokolsky, Temple 
Emanu-El's librarian, will 
relate a Yiddish story in her 
flawless mame loshen. 

The regular language lesson 
and a sing-a-long of Yiddish 

Jay Rosenstein, Frank Halper and Tom Maselli of the CPA firm, Rosenstein, Halper & Morelli, LLP, 
PHDS' Community Service Honoree. 

the firm has been instrumen
tal in raising significant funds 
to benefit PHDS and JCDS. 
Frank Halper, one of the 
firm's partners, also received 
the Hassenfeld Award at the 
recent JFRI annual meeting. 

Dr. Ezra ari.d Varda Stieg
litz will receive the Dor L' dor 
Award. They moved to Provi
dence in 1972 because of the 
strong Orthodox presence and 

tunes are also part of the 
program. 

1he meeting will be at the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island UCCRI), 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m on 
Friday, June 12. For more 
information, contact Sue Suls at 
theJCCRI at 861-8800, ext. 
108. 

a Jewish day school. Their three 
chi ldren anended PHDS and 
Ezra Stieglitz served on the 
executive and education com
mittees of PHDS. In addition, 
he has a long history of service 
to the greater Providence Jewish 
community and serves on the 
editorial board of 1he Jewish 
Voice & Herald. Varda Stieglitz 
was on the board of the infant
toddler day care program at the 

JCCRI and participated in the 
March of the Living in 2006. 

1he June 7 dinner will be held 
at the Providence Hebrew Day 
School, 460 Elmgrove Ave,, 
Providence, with hors d'oeuvres 
at 5:15 p. m. and dinner at 6 p. m. 
Dinner reservations (chicken or 
vegetarian entree) are 160 per 
person, ca/1331-5327, ext. 21. 

Send us 
your pet 

photo 
See details 
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A good day for golf 
!Im & __ JY& U#C 

Photo by Tom Marchand 

Steve Crum, Dave Mcshane, Mark Loiselle and Dean Russano pause between strokes for 
a photo on the links. They were the team from McShane Home Improvement, a JCCRI 

vendor and a golf tournament sponsor. 

ON MAY 18, the weather 
cleared for 101 golfers 

to enjoy their day at the TPC 
Boston Course in Norton, 
M ass., for the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode 
Island's CTCCRI) fundraiser 
golf tournament. The first 
place gross foursome was 

Dana Barrows, Jason Barrows, 
Bruce Kraczkowsky and Keith 
Waldman; first place net four
some was M ax Brickle, Fred 
Ferland, Ted M oran and Jim 
Rizzo; the second place net 
foursome was Doug Emanuel, 
Jordan Frank, Jeff Grenier and 
Mark Kuhar; and the third 

place net fou rsome was G ary 
M arinosci, Peter Ruggieri, 
Lou Sousa and Will Tsonos. 
D ana Barrows shot closest to 
the pin and Ted Moran had 
the longest drive. The JCCRl 
estimated a net income of 
S18,000 from the event. 

URI Hillel to build new student center 
KI NGSTON - Hillel will 
break ground on the Norman 
M . Fain Hillel Center on June 
18 at noon. Named in honor 
of Norman M. Fain '36, H on. 
'67, the 5,000 square foot 
facility will be Hillel's fi rst 
permanent home at URI and is 
expected to open this winter. 

At the $2.2 million campaign 
kick-off one year ago, Rosalie 
Fain and other family members 
gathered to announce a $1 mil
lion gift from the Norman and 
Rosalie Fain Family Foundation. 
"We see this as a fi t ting tribute 
to our father and an opportunity 
to invest in the future of the 
Jewish community," said Jona
than 
Fain. 

"President Carothers has been 
a strong supporter of diversity 
initiatives during his 18 years at 
URl . W e are pleased to be able 
to break ground on this new 
facility before he steps down," 
Barbara Sokoloff '64, '71 , and 
president of the URI H illel 
Board, said. "This building will 
play a key role in shaping the 
future of Jewish student life at 
the university and enriching 
the entire campus community 
for decades to come." 

H illel has now raised $2.l 
million towards its capital 
campaign goal, which includes a 
generous gift from the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode 

Island. For more information 
about the Norman M. Fain 
Hillel Center and to learn about 
givi ng opportu nities, please 
contact Hillel Executive Direc
tor, Amy Olson at amyolson@ 
mail.uri.edu or 874-2740. 

1he public is invited to the J une 
18 ceremony that will take place at 
6 F raternity Circle, in K ingston. 
1he event begins at noon and a 
reception w ill follow at 5 F rater
nity Circle. Guests are asked to 
RSVP to events@advance.uri.edu. 

Artist rendering of the Norman M . Fain 
Hillel Center at URI 

Photo courtesy of JCOSRI 

JESSICA PE RLMAN and one of he r JCDSRI students, ki nde rgartener 
Anna be lle Doyl!!', seem equa lly delighted to be with o ne another. 

JCDSRl's Perlman accepted to 
Brandeis program 

PROVIDENCE - Jessica 
Perlman, assistant reacher at the 
Jewish Community Day School 
of Rhode Island UCDSRI) has 
been accepted into Brandeis 
University's DeLeT program. 

Th is program prepares begi n
ning Jewish day school teachers 
for grades one through six, while 
serving as a site for studying the 
goa ls, curriculum and impact of 
Jewish reacher education. 

Students ea rn a master of arts 
in teaching ih elementary educa
tion. Jamie Faith Woods, fi fth 
g rade teacher, is a D eLeT gradu
ate. In the past, JCDSRI has had 

severa l D eLeT interns and hopes 
to have an intern or two fo r the· 
next school yea r. 

"I have to admit that this 
is bittersweet," sa id Perlman. 
"Worki ng at JCD S has been 
such an amazing experience, 
fro m the kids to the incredible 
staff, and I will miss everyone 
very much. H owever, I am very 
excited to begin this new chapter 
in my life, and I truly want to 
thank everyone for thei r sup
port." 

M ore information about the 
D eL eT program is available at 
www.brandeis.edu. 

BOB SARKISIAN, head of JCDSRI, accepts a check - and a hand
shake - from Daniel Gamm, the event sponsor and JCDSRI parent. 

Fundraiser for JCDSRI 
PAWT UCKET- D aniel 
Gamm, senior fi nancial advi
sor for A meriprise Financial 
in C ranston, sponsored a 
theater night to help raise 
money for the Jewish Com
munity D ay School of 
Rhode Island CTCDSRI). 

O n M ay 7, current parents, 
board members, JCDSRI 
ad ministrators and teachers 

came to The Gamm Theatre in 
Pawtucket to see the play "The 
Scarlet L etter." 

A pre-show dessert recep
tion gave everyone a chance to 
nosh and shmooze. 

The event raised more than 
Sl ,000 for the JCDSRI and 
colle~ted more than 30 pounds 
of food for the Rhode Island 
Food Bank. 
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As "WE GROW OLDER 

The joys of the sound of music 
When I retired, I 

bought myself a piano 
and took lessons 

W ENEVER I 
tend a concert 
the Veterans 

uditorium, I 
scan the audience and wonder 
if! have come to the wrong 

place. Since an 
overwhelming 
majority of 
the audience 

loud, but rarely vulgar. 
H owever, there was a coun

terbalance in our home, so that I 
unconsciously learned to appreci
ate other music forms. My sister 
was studying operatic singing, 
and my fathe r felt that classi-
cal music records were manda
tory, even in Depression years. 

So, in spite of myself, I learned 
that the joy of music comes in 
many forms. My friends and 
I stopped going to Saturday 
movies and went to the local 
opera hall to hear the San Jose 
O pera Company perform Puc
cini (all tear-jerkers) from the 
upper, upper, upper balcony; 

until my sons grew up enough 
to turn off the sound I loved. 

Listening to the Metropolitan 
Opera radio productions every 
Saturday afternoon was built into 
my schedule until Texaco (the 
sponsors) decided it was more 
important to sponsor M ilton 
Berle on T V than it was to cor
rupt the ears of America with 
opera. Providence's attempts 
at local opera companies were 
short-lived (and deservedly so). 

Before the aging process 
eliminated travel, we made an 
annual excursion to Tanglewood 
M usic Festival. That ended nearly 
a decade ago. So, now 

children and are usually rejected. 
W hen I married, I lived, for 

the first time, without a piano. 
I had taught myself how to play 
the piano. (It is a long story but 
I was not given lessons because 
my parents were exhausted from 
forcing my older siblings to 
practice). My sons were offered 
piano lessons and they rejected 
the offers. (The hidden agenda 
of the offer was that the only 
way I could justify buying the 
piano I wanted for myself was 
if the kids were interested). 

That story does have a happy 
ending. I retired on Oct. 30, 

heightened my awareness of 
the pleasures that the sound of 
music can bring into one's life. 

Not every family is struc
tured for music appreciation. 
But if it was not part of your 
earlier years, it is never too late 
to expose one's self to its plea
sures. T ry the car radio. l f you 
fall asleep at the concert you 
should not be embarrassed. It 
happens to the most seasoned 
music lover. But if you manage to 
enjoy any part of it, the rewards 
can become long-lasting. 

Terna Gouse can be reached 
at nbgtpg@cox.net. 

Terna 
Gouse 

are obviously 
eligible for 
Social Security, 
I often wonder 
if! have mis
takenly dropped 
in on an 

AARP meeting. 

cost of admission was 15 cents' 
In add ition, the city of 

C hicago, concerned that the 
great C hicago Symphony 
O rchestra would go out of 
business, obtained W PA (federal) 
fu nding and gave free concerts 

I am limited to the 
ever-improving Rhode 
Island Philharmonic 
and for those days when 
the Boston FM station's 
transmission is clear. 

"If you fall asleep at the concert 
you should not be embarrassed. 

It happens to the most seasoned 

On the other hand, if! have 
the misfortune of needing to 
drive in the area of the Dunkin' 
Donuts Center when some 
over-tattooed, under dressed 
rock favorite is performing, 
the traffic jams seem life
threatening. W hen the cost of 
tickets for The Dunk concerts 
are printed in the newspaper, I 
have a momentary pipe d ream 
that the recession is over. 

I must ad mit that, when 
I was a teenager, I loved the 
raucous music that accompanied 
jitterbugging. That was the 
w ild dance of the period; very 

all summer long at G rant Park, 
in the heart of the city. It was 
near Lake Michigan, and that 
was a blessing in the days when 
air-conditioning was available 
only at movie theatres. 

The most highly esteemed 
vocalists and instru mentalists 
performed with the orches
tra and a whole generation of 
lovers of"good music" evolved. 

The rest of my "musical his
tory" is fairly ordinary. I moved 
to Providence and learned which 
radio stations carried classical 
record ings . That worked fi ne, 

· I find it sad that 
younger generations 
have not developed 
the pleasures of music that I 
have enjoyed. It is so contrary 
because today's resources (at least 
until the current recession), for 
the joys of music are so vast. 

W hen I was growing up, it 
was almost mandatory that every 
Jewish child have the opportunity 
to learn to play the violin or the 
piano. Not everyone could afford 
the instruments, not to mention 
the cost oflessons. Those oppor
tunities are now (under good 
circumstances) usually offered to 

Summit Commons 
Skilled Nursing and Aehab1htation Center 

~ 
We are pleased to announce the opening of our New Candlewood Unit, 

. Providing Specialized Care for Alzheimer's and Related Memory Impairment
For more information please join us at Summit Commons for the f ollowing free educational presentations . 

All are welcome! 

Please·RSVP to Melissa Mitchell 
at: 1-401-574-4806 

Refreshments will be served 

The Cand/ewood Difference: 
A Fresh Approach to Alzheimer's and Related 
Memory Support Care" presented by Elizabeth 
Nordstrom, Art Therapist, Theresa and Lewis 
Eldridge "Young at Heart" Music Therapy, Lisa 
Gould CEO Community Canines Companionship 
and Care, and Laura Cardoso Certified 
Activ ities Director Summit Commons 
June 2nd 5-6PM 

Current Treatments in Dementia Care 
presented by Dr. Jeffrey Burock, Psychiatrist 
and Debbie Mendelsohn-, Psychiatric Clinical 
Specialist, Miriam Hospital Department of 
Psychiatry June 9th 5-6PM 

Located on the East Side. 
Call us today for more information or a personal tour. 

Summit Commons Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
99 Hillside Ave, Providence RI 02906 • 401-574-4800 Fax:401-278-4937 

www.RadiusHealthCareCenters.com 

music lover. " 

1985, and on 
Nov. 5, 1985, I 
bought my own 
piano and, 
two days 
later, took 
my first piano 
lesson. I continued 
lessons for three 
years but never 
became a threat 
to Van C l.iburn. 
(Remember him?) 

Bur the expe
rience of playing 

· We've changed our look 
(but our service remains outstanding) 

Stately center hall colonial, warm and inviting • 2 fireplaces 
• EIK kitchen • 4-season room • 4 bedrooms , 3 baths• private lot 

• full unfinished basement• 3-car garage , park-like grounds 
• inground pool ... endless possibilities! 

Reduced to $519,000 

Spitz-Weiss Realtors 
Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 Years 

Howard Weiss 
Jon WeiSs~• 

Aleen Weiss 
Claire Sennott 

Paul Levitt 
Judi Blau• 

785 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
401-272-6161 - spitzweissrealtors.com 

IMLSI •Also licensed in MA 
+Licensed Rl Environmental Lead lnspecto1 0065 [H 

REALTO~ 



CALENDAR 

Friday 
May29 
Sabbath Services in Bristol 
Oneg wi ll foll ow the Friday night 
services. 

WHEN : 8 p.m. 

WHERE: United Brothers Syna 
gogue, 205 High St. , Bristol 

MORE INFO: 253-3460 

Saturday 
May30 
Person of the Year 
Bruce Sundlun will re ceive the 
Charles Lindenbaum award ; 
presentation of 2009 Brotherh ood 
co lleg e scholarships. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El , 70 
Orc hard Ave ., Provid ence 

WHEN 6 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

COST: $30, choice of fish or 
chic ken dinner 

Sunday 
May31 
Sarna to speak 
Noted historian Jonathan Sarna 
will speak at the annual Zisk ind 
lecture. 

WHERE: Ti fereth Israel Congre
gation, 145 Brownell Ave., 
New Bedford, Mass. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: (508) 997-3171 

JORI Centennial 
Celebrating 100 years at a gala for 
campers, alums and supporters. 

WHERE: Temple Beth -
El , 70 Orchard Ave., Provi 
dence 

COST: Tickets are $150 

MORE INFO: 284-0202 

Sunday 
May31 
Knit and Kvetch 
Temple Torat Yisrael 's knitting 
ci rcle. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael , 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 10 a. m. - 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785- 1800 

Thursday 
June4 
'Media Malpractice· 
Film by John Ziegler sponsored by 
the Republican Jewish Coalition 
of New Eng land . 

WHERE: The Stud io Cinema, 376 
Trapelo Rd., Be lmont, Mass. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 
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Jewish Community Calendar 

A Bar Mitzvah of Friendsh ip 
On Sunday, June 7, at To uro Synagogue in Newpo rt, beginn ing at 

3 p .m., Rabb i Mo rdechai Eskovitz , the spiritual leader at To uro , a nd 
t he Rev. Wi ll ia m Sterrett, of the Amicable Co ngregational Church 

in Tiverton , w ill conduct a Bar Mitzvah of Friendship, mark ing 
13 yea rs of colla borat ion between the two clergy. "We each will 
talk a bo ut the impo rta nce of one commandm ent," Rabb i Eskov
itz exp lained. Eve ryone is invited to attend the ceremony, which 
Ra bbi Eskovit z calls t he first of its ki nd . Above , t he Rev . Wi ll ia m 
Sterret t , left, and Rabbi Eskovitz, in fro nt of Touro Synagogue . 

PRICE: $8 per ticket 

MORE INFO: 595-9943, or www. 
studiocinema.com. 

Circle of Consolation 
Bereavement disc ussion group 
led by Dr. Judith Lubi ner and 
Rabb i Amy Levin . 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrae l, 

330 Park Ave., Cra nston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

Friday 
June s 

- 11111111~~ -- . 

.I, 
I il/J; . 
~ -

Temple Emanu-EI Annual 
Meeting 
An eve ning fe auring vo lun teer 
recognition, youth servic e awa rd 
honorees, an d installation of new 
officers and trustees. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providen ce 

WHEN: 5 p.m., volunteer recog
nition at 7: 15 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-1616 

Tot Shabbat 
Family/intergenerational service 
and picn ic. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim , 165 
New Meadow Rd., Ba rrin gton 

WHEN: Tot Sh abbat, 5:30 p.m.; 
pizza dinner at 6 p.m., family 
service at 6:45 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

Saturday 
June6 
Blue & White Ball 
GesherCity Rhode Island will host 
its second annual Blue & White 
ball, with the theme: Providence 
meets Israel. Trad itional Israeli
inspired vegetarian appetizers 
will be served, including falafe l, 
tabouli, and pita. 

WHE RE: Exchange City at the 
Joh nson & Wales Campus, 
Providen ce 

WHEN: 8 p.m. 

COST: $30 a ticket 

MORE INFO: 486-4461 

Music on the Hill 
Cel ebrate Mendelssohn 's 200th 
birthd ay bash with Mu sic on the 
Hi ll. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m., wine and cheese; 
8 p.m., concert; 9:15 p.m., 
coffee and conve rsation 

COST: $14 a ticket/ sen iors and 
students/$8 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Sunday 
June7 
Bar Mitzvah of Friendship 
Ra bbi Mordecha i Eskovitz, the 
spiritual lea der at Touro, and 
the Rev. Wi ll iam Sterrett, of the 
Am icable Co ngregational Church 
in Tiverton, will conduct a Bar 
Mitzva h of Friendship, markin g 13 
years of coll ab oration between 
the two clergy. 

WHERE: Touro Synagogue, 85 
Touro St, Newport 

WHEN: 3 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 847-4794 

Sunday 
June 14 
Knit and Kv etch 
Templ e Torat Yisraers knitt ing 
circle. 

WHERE: Temple To rat Yis rael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1 800 

See CALENDAR. Pag e 31 

inetw~rk 
IElll 

Sunday, Sunday, June 14th 
11:00 am • 2:00 pm 

Field behind the JCC 
401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence 

Bring a picn ic lunch. 

We'll provide Del's Frozen Lemor.iade, a 
bounce house and water slide, and PJ 
Library story time, and activities and 
games for your kids. 

For more information, Bradley Laye. 
Ca l l: 401.421.41 11 x173 

~

Joo,h 
Federation 
of 
Rhod, 

- Island 

www.JFRl.org 

Family Day is presented by the Young Leadership Network of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and co-sponsored by 
the Jewish Commun ity Center of Rhode Island, the Jewish 

Community Day School of Rhode Island, The PJ Library, and 
Providence Hebrew Day School. 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
welcomes all those who would like to 
connect with the Jewish commun ity and 
encourages the pa rticipation of interfaith 
and non-tradit ion~! fami lies 
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Dairy is delicious at Shavuot and year-round 

Cheese is good fo r the 
soul, if not fo r the 

cholesterol 

B Y N ANCY KI RSCM 

nkirsch@cox.net 

W YDOWE 
pica lly eat 

airy foods at 
havuot - the 

holiday commemorating the 
day God gave the Ten C om
mandments to M oses and the 
Israelites at Mount Sinai? In The 

Foods of I srael Today, Providence 
native Joan Nathan explai ns, 
"It is trad itional to eat dairy at 
Shavuot because historically it 
was the only ti me when g rass 
was growing in the parched 
land, thus producing more eggs 
and milk from the cows, goats 
and chickens." Another reason 
she cites, is that, "accordi ng to 
the mystics in Safed, eati ng pure 
dairy products is a reminder that 
those whose fa ith in the Tora h 
is pure will atta in paradise." 

While these reci pes won't 
gua rantee you a place in heaven, 
they are heavenly-tasting. 

UNMATCHED WATERFRONT DINING 
WATERMAN 

GR I LLL 

FAM I LIAR COMFORT FOOD 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

MEDITERRANEAN FUSION 

- -----

PANINIS - WRAPS - PASTA - BURGERS 
FULL SERVICE BAR/ LOUNGE EXOTIC DRINKS 

HICH DEFINITION PLASMA TVS 
BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US, UP TO 80 PEOPLE. ·---------------· 

10% OFF YOUR : 
: ENTIRE ORDER. : 
I With this ad . Expires 08/15/09 I ·---------------· 1021 Mineral Spring Avenue 

North Providence, RI 727-CAFE 
(2233) • universebarcafe.com 

Cheese Levivot - Pancakes 

Ingred ients : 

2 large eggs 
2 cups cottage cheese 
1/2 cup all-purpose fl our 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon plus 2 

tablespoons sugar 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 

Method: 

Beat the eggs with a whisk 
until fluffy. Add the cheese, 
fl our, baki ng powder, salt and 1 
teaspoon of sugar and mix well. 

H eat a griddle or nonstick 
skillet; add 1 tablespoon of 
butter and 1 tablespoon of 
vegetable oil and heat unti l 
the butter is melted. 

Pour a heaping tablespoon of 
butter onto the skill et , fl atten
ing slightly with the back of the 
spoon. C ook in batches until 
golden brow n, turn , and brown 
on other side. Repeat with the 
remaini ng butter, using the 
rest of the butter and vegetable 
od when needed. Drain the 
pa ncakes on paper towels. 

M ix the remai ning sugar with 
the ci nnamon in a small bowl. 
Serve the pancakes spri nkled 
with the cinnamon sugar. 

M akes about 20 pancakes. 

R ecip e fr0111 The Foods 
oflsrael Today, by 
Joan N athan, pub

lished by A If red A . 
Knopf, 2003. 

No Crust Cream 
Cheese Pie 

Ing red ie nts: 

1 pound 
cream cheese 

3 eggs 
2/3 cup sugar 
1/2 teaspoon 

vanilla extract 

1 pint sour cream 
3 tablespoons suga r 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Meth od: 

Preheat oven to 350°. 
(use symbol, pleases!) 

Beat cream cheese, eggs , suga r 
and 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
together unt il very smooth. Pour 
into wel l-greased 9-inch pie 
plate and bake fo r 30 minutes. 

Remove from oven when 
center of pie reaches level of 
edge of pie plate. Cool 20 min
utes. Center shrin ks as it cools. 

M ix sour cream with sugar 
and remain ing vani lla extract 
and fil l center of pie. Return 
to 350° for 10 minutes. 

C h il I befo re serving. 
Serves 8. 

R ecipefr0111 imply M ore 
D elicious. The M iriam Hos
pital Women's A ssociation 
cookbook, published i11 200 9. 

Old-Fashioned Pound Cake 

Ingredients: 

6 eggs 
1 pound butter, at 

room temperatu re 
7 and 1/ 2 cups confec

t ioner1s sugar, sifted 
3 cups cake 

fl our 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

'1·•• OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 
JV 

3 teaspoons va nilla 

Fresh fr uit, as desired 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 350°. 
Grease a tube pan. 

Beat together eggs, butter 
and sugar untd completely 
smooth Add flour and 
va nilla, mixing thoroughly. 

Pour batter in tube pan. 
Bake for 1 and 1/2 hours. 

Serve with any combina-
tion of fresh frui t, chocolate 
sauce, whipped cream. 

Serves 6 to 8. 

F rom Eat! Enjoy! The 101 
Best Jewish Recipes in America, 
by H ouey & L an y Zissrnan, 
published by St. Martin 's Griffin , 
2000. 

Editor's Note: This is 
delicious with fresh fruit, 
such as mixed raspberries, 

strawberries and blueberries. 
A dollop of fresh whipped 
cream isn't a bad addition, 
either. Or, if you're feeling 

especially indulgent, 
serve everything with 

a small pitcher of 
homemade 

chocolate 
sauce. 

Visit us 

online at: 
www.jvhri.org 
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Sing, play, dance: Fun ways to explore Judaism 
How to help your 
child love being 

Jewish 
BY J EANINE SILVERSMITH AN D 

SI-IARON SOCK 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

W HAT CAN 
parents do every 
day to instill a 
strong connection 

to Judaism in their children? 
Why, sing, dance, and play, of 
course! 

As Jews, we developed our 
connection to our religion in very 
different ways. Sharon has a li fe
long connection to and formal 
education in Judaism, while 
Jeanine converted as an adult. 

activities long 
before their 
formal Jewish 
education 
begins. 

W e try to 
connect our 
children to 
Judaism every 
day - not • 

-116;_ 
~ -

just on the 
holidays; in a 
variety of set
tings - not just 
in a synagogue; 
and through 

18 WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
LOVE BEING JEWISH 

•y ,i~ ..... ~••~[? Ju,.;., ~ l('"'T>,IIA 

The booklet, Sing Dance Play 

a variety of 
methods - not 
just through prayer or ritual. 

And we're here to tell you that 
doing this is easier than it might 
sound. We're not talking about 
time-consuming, stress-inducing, 

understanding of and love for 
their religion and culture. Li ke 
many of you, we read these 
books and listen to the CDs 
before bed time, while prepar
ing for Shabbat, or to help get But both of us struggled simi

larly with the idea of how to 
nurture "Jewish confidence" 

our fami ly excited about an 
upcoming holiday. And, if 
you can read a PJ Library 
book to your children, or 
pop in a Shira KJine CD in 
the ca r on your way to the 
market, you have the time, 
skills, and motivation neces
sary to do so much more. 

Jeanine Silversmith and Sharon Sock 
in our children and to help 
them feel a true joy in being 
Jewish, especial ly as a minor
ity here in Rhode Island. 

None of us would argue 
that observing the holidays 
and attending religious ser
vices and H ebrew school are 
essential to our children's devel
opment. But it is our belief that 
in order to foster our children's 
Jewish identity and create happy 
Jewish memories that will last 
a lifetime, we must engage our 
infants, toddlers and preschool
ers in simple, practical and fun 

"We try to connect our 
children to Judaism every 

day - not just on the 
holidays." 

labor- intensive tasks. W e cer
tai nly all have enough of those 
in our lives. W e simply create 
fun and age-appropriate remind
ers of being Jewish by in fusing 
Judaism into everyday activities. 

As members of PJ Library, 
we understand how books and 
music deepen our children's 

How about using words 
sucl1 as mitzvah (command
ment, good deed) or tov m'ode 
(very good) to praise your 
chi ldren for good behavior' 

On your next walk through 
you r neighborhood or hike in 
the woods, why not pretend 
you are M oses in the desert 

searching fo r Israel> (Be sure to 
bring their favorite snacks and 
call it manna from heaven.) 

What about serting as ide 
a "tzedaknh day ead1 month 
or season to deliver canned 
goods to the local food bank> 

W e are constantly amazed 
at tl1e profound effect these 
small acts are having on ou r 
children, and hope that you 
will be inspired ro do tl1 e same. 
Believe us; the benefits are 
incredible and innumerable. 

1hese ideas and many more 

Fun ways to keep fit 
Being active helps you 
wok and feel your best 

Your body will thank you! 
Use your feet. Your feet were 

made for walking, so use them 
every chance you get. W alk to a 

who says you can't do two things 
at once> D ance while you talk 
on the phone. D ance while you 
watch TV You can even dance 

a helmet, and knee, wrist and 
elbow pads for skating. 

Get you r friends moving. 
Gather a few friends to shoot 
hoops, kick around a soccer 
ball , play street hockey or throw 
around a football or baseball. 
You don't need to be on a team 
to enjoy sports. C heck out 

R ANDI B ERANBAUM 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

0 SAYS you 
ave to play 
orts to have 
n and be fit? 

There are lots of great ways to 
put more action in your li fe . 
Bei ng active helps you build 
strong bones and muscles. It 
also helps you look and feel your 
best. And it helps give you more 
energy to do other things. 

Pick and choose some of these 
fun ways to get fit . Or think of 
your own ways to get moving. 

friend 's ____________________ _ 

house, 
to the 
store, 
around 
the 
mall or 
wher
ever it's 
safe to 

walk. 

"Move to the beat. Turn up the music 
and dance! Dance with your friends 
or on your own. And who says you 
can't do two things at once? Dance 

while you talk on the phone." 

While you're at it, walk 
your dog. Or offer to walk 
your neighbor's dog. 

Move to the beat. Turn up the 
music and dance! D ance with 
your friends or on your own. And 

while you clean your room! 
Roll around town. l'v1ake 

your muscles do the work on 
your bike, skates or scooter 
as you enjoy the cool _breeze. 
D on't fo rger to wea r the gear: 

tl1e JCC for open gym times 
and other fun activities. 

Be a buddy. Stuck babysit
ting or playing with younger 
brothers or sisters> Make it 
play rime. Young kids love 
games like hopscotch, tag, 
hide-and-seek, Hula-H oops, 
jump rope, kickball or flying a 
kite - especially when they're 
doing it with an older friend. 

This Familv Page Sponsored B¥ Betsv Singer Cable 

Now AccEPTING REFERRALS 

Betsy Singer Cable 
LI CSW, LCDP, ACSW 

are available in our booklet, Sing, 
Da11ce, Play: 18 Wayr to Help 
Your Child love Being} ewish. 

To purd1ase a copy, please 
contact us. Partial proceeds 
from rhe sale of the booklet 
will be donated to the Emunal, 
Sarai, Herzog C hi ldren's 
Center in Afula, Israel. 

Jea11i11e Silverm,ith can be 
reached atjea11i11esilverm1ith@ 
gm ail.com. Sharon Sock ca11 be 
reached at sharon.sock@yahoo.com. 

Randi Beranbaum 

163 Waterman Street 
Providence, RI 

Psyeliothentpy ~ ·ommlta.tion 
Cluld.ren, Adolerrx'tlt,1; Arl1.1k1 

Office: 401-632-0739 
E-mail: bcahlel@verizon.net 

--
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Sibling rivalry 

Why can't they all 
just get awng? 

BY LI SA D AVIS 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

I f you have two or more 
children, you have sibling 
rivalry. This happens when 
your children compete 

with each other for your atten
ti on. Usually the competition 
manifests as fighting with each 
other. Constantly, al l day long. 

R ath er than throwing up 
you r hands 

badly. It wi ll not improve 
his behavior. Instead, calmly 
explain what you see and wait 
fo r him to change his behavior. 

You - "You spilled your juice 
because you were not sitting 
st ill at the dinner table." 

Your son - "Oh . 
I'll clean it up." 

Second , encourage your chil
dren to use their words, not their 
fists. "I can tell you are so a ngry 
at you r sister. But we don't hit 
in th is house. Instead, use your 
words to tel1 h er how you feel." 

Third, 

First, never compare one 
child to the other. Don't 

Photo by Alisa Grace 

in defeat 
and walk
ing away, 
there are 
tech niques 
you can use 
to reduce 
the fighti ng 
and actually 
encourage 
your kids to 
get along. 

say to your misbehaving 
son, for example, "Your 

brother behaves perfectly 
at the dinner table. Why 

focus on 
the positive 
behaviors 
each child 
di spl ays . 
This is 
reaJ!y hard 
to do! You 
have to 
catch them 
behaving 
well in the 

'Guys and Dolls' at JCDS 

can't you do the same?" 

ON JUNE 10, the Jewish Community Day School's Perform ing a nd Visual Arts Festival includes 
a Middle School performance of "Guys and Dolls," directed by teacher Lisa Bergman, at 7 p .m . 

The musical , which is free and open to the public, is at the Temple Emanu-EI Meeting House, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence . From left: Gabrielle Warshay, Victoria Volynsky, Rachel Nassau, Eve Stein, 

First, never compare one 
ch ild to th e other. Don't say 

moment 
and tell them you notice how 
well they are playing with their 
sibling, sharing toys, etc. Pos i
tive reinforcement builds their 
self- es teem and reminds them 
that they can have fun with th eir 
siblings too, rath er than just 

Emma Meharg, Makenna Kobrin, and Nuriya Coke rehearse. 

to your misbehav ing son , for 
exa mple, "Your brother behaves 
perfectly at the dinner table. 
Why ca n't you do the same?" 

This will just breed resent
ment in the son w ho is acting 

tearing each others' hair out! 
You may have to get cre

ative in your praise as welJ . 
Saying, for example, "You 
shared that puzzle piece with 
your sister very nicely," is 

better than saying nothing or 
criticizing poor behavior. 

For this article, 1 built 011 a 
couple of ideas f rom Siblings 
Without Rivalry by Adele 

Faber a11d Elaine Mazlish. 
7he book is funny and an 
ina-edibly helpful resource. 

Lisa Davis is a member of 
7he PJ Library Committee. 

Mothers Circle completes inaugural year, new group to form 
,., .. 

~ . .... 
, .. ., .. .'ti> ;t 

" • • ·~:i- r 

-At a model seder on April 2, at the home of Kit 
Haspel, the Mothers Circle participants take a 

moment to pose. Front row: Mary Beth Schneider, 
Terri Hasseler, Lisa Denny. Back row: Darryle 
Steinberg, Kathryn Barzilai, Kit Haspel and 

Rachael Elmaleh. Missing from picture is 
Angkana Sheer. 

Alumni wok to find 
ways to share 

BYNANCY K.iRSCI-I 

11kirsch@jfri.org 

THANKS TO FUNDING from the 
I Helene and Bertram Bernhardt 

Foundation and an allocation from 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
(pending JFRI Board of Directors 
approval), the Mothers Grcle will run 
again next year, after a very successful 
inaugural year. The Jewish Outreach 
Institute (JOI) developed the pro· 
gram and curriculum for the Mothers 
Grcle, which has been established in 
communities around the country. 

The group's May 28 meeting was a 
celebratory party to wrap up the year 
for the seven mothers who partici
pated in the Mothers Orcle, a group for 
non-Jewish women married to Jewish 
men and who have committed to rais-

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

Enhancing Jewish education, 
building a vibrant Jewish community ... 

... one person, one experience at a time. 

130 Sessions Street Providence, RI 02906 
401 331 .0956 www.bjeri.org 

ing their children in Jewish homes. 
"While we're still exploring our 

options. the women are interested in 
some kind of an alumni group,- said Kit 
Haspel, the group's facilitator. In the 
meantime. however, one of the women 
will host a potluck family dinner for 
everyone in June. "They are particularly 
interested in refreshers around major 
holidays, especially the High Holidays, 
Hanukkah and Passover," said Haspel. 

Haspel is talking with her coun· 
terparts in other communities to 
assess what they've done for women 
who've completed the Mothers Circle 
programming and how to continue 
to keep them involved and engaged. 
Many Mothers Circle participants here, 
Haspel added, are interested in the 
introductory Judaism classes taught at 
the Reform congregations ofTemple 
Beth-El, Temple Sinai and Temple 
Habonim; and at Temple Emanu-EI. 

"I've taken ;may such appreciation 

of and gratitude for these mothers -
they're giving such a gift to the Jewish 
community (by deciding to raise Jewish 
children)," said Haspel. "At the same 
time. they are so appreciative of the 
welcoming and accepting support they're 
gotten through the Mothers Circle." 

Haspel, who hopes that many of 
these women will help recruit others to 
participate next ye.:ir, also plans to have 
the women evaluate this year's program· 
ming. What did they like ? What could 
be different? Were there too many - or 
too few - craft projects? More - or 
less - time with family involvement? 

Haspel is pleased that no one 
dropped out of the program, which 
she believes is fairly uncommon. "I've 
learned from other communities that 
it's hard to get women in the door, but 
once they're in, they're hooked." Haspel 
found the JOI curriculum an excellent 
road map for their year-long journey. 

Offering educational programs and services for our community 

4 schools and synagogues 
~ educators 
0, families 
i.Q'; teens 
~ adults 

A partner agency of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Is land 

.. 
I 



Mi:ilf41~•◄ 051i:t/4.ffl::J.1 Jewish Voice & Herald May 29, 2009 PAGE 21 

Why our family values Jewish day school education 
Our children have new school. It 

was clear to us 
become confident and that the school 

, h . T. , h was committed 

studies. In pre-kinder
garten, our daughters 
began learning Hebrew 
and developing an 
understanding and 
appreciation of Jewish 
holidays and customs. 

secure zn t. ezr JeWlS to providing 

identities an excellent 
general as well 
as Jewish edu
cation within 
a close-knit 
community. 

Bv DEBRA AND JACK NASSAU 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

EDUCATION has 
always been valued by 
Jewish families. While 
our older daughter was 

attending the ]CC preschool, 
we moved to Barrington fully 
expecting to send our chil-
dren to the public schools. 

However, out of curiosity, 
we went to visit the Alperin 
Schechter Day School, which 
was opening a pre-kindergarten 
program that our older daugh
ter could attend in the fall. We 
were immediately impressed 
and excited about the pos
sibility of having our children 
attend a school which would 
nurture both their intellec-
tual and spiritual growth. 

We enrolled our daughter, and 
we were thrilled from the begin
ning with the warm environ
ment and dedicated teachers, 
as well as her response to her 

Releasing a natural 
breath 

Bv MARK BINDER 
Special to The Voice & Herald HOW DO YOUR 

stories breathe? An 
odd question to be 
sure. Stories, we 

suppose, are narratives - books 
we read to our kids, tales, 
anecdotes, and jokes we tell to 
adults. They are about people and 
things and actions and results 
and surprise. Not about breath. 

And yet, the way you 
breathe as you tell or read 
a story is crucial to the way 
the story comes across. 

A mother, who sits with her 
child in between finishing dinner 
and rushing to a meeting, has a 
different experience than the one 
who is calm and ready after the 
teeth are brushed and pajamas 
on. The first mother is racing and 

Some of 
our earliest 
experiences 

Not only were they 
being challenged to 
learn a second lan
guage, but they were 
learning the language 
that connects them to 
their heritage. In the 
elementary grades, they at the school, 

during which 
older students 

The Nassau family from Barrington have developed critical 
_ _ . thinking skills through 

interacted Judaic stu~1es. We ha~e apprec1- studying and discuss-
joyously with our daughter and a_ted _the high level of mstruc- ing sacred Jewish texts. These 
respectfully with us, cemented tIOn 10 tradiaonal academic analytical skills will benefit 
our feeling that we had made areas, such as language arts them throughout their formal 

the right choice. -------------------- education and beyond. 

Seven years later, "W tching them grow as Jews in Our daughters have 
our two daughters, a also developed strong 
now in the sixth- mind and spirit has inspired us to synagogue skills and have 
and third-grades, f h I d d had many opportuni-
continue to thrive Urt er exp ore an expan our ties to participate in and 

at the Jewish Com- own Jewish experience and, thus, conduct religious ser-
munity Day School t I "th th ,, vices . These experiences, 
of Rhode Island. O grow a ong WI em. as well as opportunities 

One benefit of -------------------- to have leadership roles 

day s_chool educa- _ and mathematics as well as the in school-wide events, 
t10n 1s the dual curriculum that breadth and de th of Judaic have helped them be_come 
combines general academic and P confident m their ab1lit1es and 

How do your stories breathe? 
hurried, impatient and eager to llE.u.AsING A NATIJRAL BREATii The same exercise can be 
get on with her life. The second There is a simple and easy done with breath and story. 
mother is there only for the solution to this sort of tight- The fust step is to notice you 
child and only for the story. ness. You can release the ten- are tight. Just pay attention before 

The same is true with the sion and then let it go. Sounds you start to tell a story. Chances 
stories we tell each other. When simple - and it is - and it isn't. are, even if you're relaxed, 
we are in a hurry, we tense our Try this quick exercise. you're still holding tension. 
shoulders, tighten our lower Make the tightest fist you Now, take as deep a breath 
backs, clench our jaws, and fre- can. If your fist is so tight, as you can and exhale. 
quently hold our breaths. When you can't use it for anything, "See if you can exhale without 
the story is really important, like including punching someone, a sound," suggested Miriam 
the quarterly report that you because it's just too tense. Goldsmith, founder oflhe 
have to give to the boss, then Now, rest your hand limply School of Vocal Arts. "This will 
the tension is ratcheted up even on the table or your lap. Again, naturally release the tension in 
more. We rush, we stumble, we useless. You can't pick up a your throat and around your 
hesitate, we run out of energy fork or even turn the page. vocal cords. Let all the breath 
and we run out of breath. Start again with the tight come out slowly through your 

It's a shame, too, because fist, and release some of the mouth. Let it all come out. Keep 
stories are phenomenal ways to tension. Release some more. going until there's nothing left." 
communicate directly from one Release enough so you can At the end, simply release your 
person to the other - if you can pick up a pencil or draw a belly and let the breath fall back 
hear the story. If all that you hear circle with your finger. in. 
is the tension and the fear that is Now you've got enough Now you can begin to tell your 
inherent in panting and breath- tension to get the job done, story. 
lessness, then you often miss but not too much to inhibit This isn't an easy fix, and it 
the heart or point of the story. the results you want. may not be a permanent fix, but 

secure in their Jewish identities. 
In addition to all that our 

daughters have experienced, 
having them attendJCDS has 
greatly enriched our own lives 
as well. Watching them grow 
as Jews in mind and spirit has 
inspired us to further explore 
and expand our own Jewish 
experience and, thus, to grow 
along with them. From engag
ing in Shabbat discussions, to 
learning how to read Torah, 
to building a suk.kah for the 
fust time, to becoming more 
involved in the Jewish commu
nity, our daughters' experiences 
have kindled a fue in us as their 
parents to learn more about 
and participate in the richness 
of our heritage and culture. 

We see how happy our daugh
ters are at ]CDS, and we realize 
the positive effect that their 
Jewish education has had on all 
of us. Our children have been 
given a gift - an excellent well
rounded education and a strong 
foundatio n of Jewish knowledge, 
tradition, and values that they 
will draw upon throughout 
their lives. For this, we, as their 
parents, are truly grateful. 

in the moment, it can work. 
If you notice you're tense later, 

do the above breathing exercise 
again. Over time, you may want 
to take up relaxation practices 
like aikido or yoga or tai chi. 

Try to structure your story 
sessions for times that are less 
stressful. Take control over the 
situation as best you can and 
block out the time for the story. 

Because when a story breathes, 
that is all there is, no past 
or future - just the story. 

Mark Binder is an author, 
storyteller, and faumier of Way of 
Harmony Ai/ado. His latest books 
are The Bed Time S{ory Book, 
The Brothers Schlemiel, and It 
Ate My Sister. You can find out 
more at www.markbinder.com. 
Hi.r books are available on amazon. 
com. 

Miriam Goldsmith is the 
founder of The School of Vocal 
Arts, W'W'U?.yourtruevoice.com. 
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Kids plant their own garden 

Photos by Ric hard As inof JCCRI EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHER Alyse Teitel
baum carefully places cucumber seeds into the 

hands of her student gardeners, Eliana Sebastian 
and Lila Rizvi. They plan to donate some of the 
harvest to food pantries and women's shelters. 

WHEN ASKED, "Who likes to eat cucumbers?" most of the 
students raised their hands. From left, Dimitri Ortiz, Naomi 

Blank, Eliana Sebastian, Julian Vianello, Zoey Joering, Ben Stone, 
Kyle Palardy, and Sebastian Lariviere. 

BEN STONE, Sebastian Lariviere, and Kyle 
Palardy help teacher Alyse Teitelbaum 

to water the newly planted seeds at the 
students ' garden plot at the Sessions Street 

Community Garden. 

Cool fun in the summertime 
Recipes to keep the 

doldrums away 
Bv MARISA GARBER 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

FRUIT SHAKES 

Ingredients: 

1 8 oz. container vanilla yogurt 
6 strawberries, hulled 
1/2 ripe banana 
2-3 ice cubes 

Method: 

CHOCOLATE DIPPED SNACKS 

Ingredients: 

10 fresh strawberries 
with stems 

5-10 dried apricots 
5 dried pineapple rings, halved 
5-10 mini pretzels 
5 graham crackers 

broken into 4 pieces 
6-8 Oz. semisweet 

chocolate ch ips 
Method: 

Line 2 baking sheets with 

next to the baking sheet. Dunk 
the snacks in the chocolate 
to cover them halfway, let-
ting the excess chocolate drip 
back into the saucepan. Be 
careful - the chocolate will be 
hot! Place the clipped snack 
on the baking sheet. Repeat 
with all the remaining snacks. 

If the chocolate begins to 
harden, place back in water bath 
fo r a few minutes to melt. Place 
the baking sheets in the refrig-

erator for 15-20 mi nutes 
until the chocolate has set. 

Put yogurt and fruit 
in blender. Make sure 
the lid is on securely 
and mix on high speed 

"The hummus-avocado wrap 
is my daughter Tessa's favorite 

sandwich. She calls it a 

Save what you don't eat 
right away (if there is any 
left!) in airtight containers. 
The dried fruit, pretzels 
and cookies will keep 
for up to one week in a 
cool, dry place and the 
fresh fruit will keep for 

until thick and smooth. 
Have a grown-up add 
the ice cubes one at 
a time. Pour into 2 glasses 
and drink immediately! 

Makes 2 servings. 

You can substitute 1 cup 
blueberries, a mixture of ber
ries, peaches, or use any com
bination of fruit you like. This 
is a wonderful, quick and 
easy breakfast or snack. 

'mommy sandwich."' 

aluminum foil . Fill a medium 
saucepan halfway with water. 
Place a smaller saucepan 
inside and put chocolate chips 
inside. Place both saucepans 
over medium heat. As choco
late melts, stir often with a 
wooden spoon for about 5 
minutes until completely 
melted. Do not let water boil. 

Once the chocolate is melted, 
put the saucepan on a pot holder 

three days in the refrigerator. 
Enjoy! 

HUMMUS-AVOCADO WRAP 

This is my daughter Tessa's 
favorite sandwich. She calls it a 
"mommy sandwich," a name she 
borrowed from her buddy Sophie! 

Ingredients: 

1 large whole wheat 
fl.our tortilla 

MARISA GARBER receives some help from her family 
preparing some snacks. 

1/2 avocado, sliced 
and cut into chunks 

3 tablespoons plain 
hummus (our favorite brand 
is Sabra - nice and creamy) 

2-3 grape tomatoes, sliced 
2-3 slices cucumber 

Method: 

Lay the tortilla on a cut-
ting board. Mash the avocado 
in a bowl and combine with 
hummus. Spread the avocado
hummus mixture over the 
tortilla. Place the cucumber and 
tomato slices on top. Roll the 
tortilla up and slice in half. 

Makes 2 servings 
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Real-life situations in 
well-written books 

Bv JOHN T. LANDRY 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

0 NE OF MY hardest 
jobs as a parent is 
fi nding the balance 
between helping 

our kids through their day and 

John 
Landry 

encouraging 
them to do 
things on their 
own. At five
years-old, our 
twins Aaron 
and Eli can do 
more and more, 
but they still 
need guidance, 
limits and 
some direct 
intervention. 

Doing it myself makes 
things go faster and better, 
but then they don't learn, 

BooKREvrnw 

Freeing .kids from the 'Shabbat Box' 
they lose the fun of doing it 
themselves, and I have to keep 
helping them in the future. 

Fortunately, the PJ Library 
has several books on real-life 
kid situations, and The Shabbat 
Box is my favorite. The story 
centers around a boy named 
Ira. His teacher makes a fancy 
box in which she puts 

ing. Ira sobs, and then mopes 
through what should have been 
a delicious Shabbat dinner. 

At this point the parents 
might have comforted him by 
pointing to all the good things 
at the table, how they still had 
their regular candlesticks and 
chat/ah cover, and how they 

sion, it probably would have 
put our boys to sleep (OK, not 
such a bad thing). Instead, 
author Lesley Simpson has the 
parents do nothing at dinner. 
Afterwards, Ira's mother simply 
says, "How do you think we can 
solve this?" She puts the onus 
on him while gently offer-

ing grown-up help. 
a kiddush cup, cha//ah 
cover, and candlesticks. 

Every week she adds 
challah and a different 
student gets to take it 
home before Shabbat. 
Ira, alas, is at the end 

"Judaism can be as much 
about freedom as discipline, 

and this book is a good 
reminder to loosen up." 

Ira takes it from 
there. He thinks and 
thinks. Finally, in the 
afternoon he gets an 
idea, which he tells 
only his stuffed animal 
friends. After Havdalah , 

of list, so he has to wait 
until winter for his turn. 

Finally it's his week, but 
Friday afternoon comes with a 
big snowstorm. He walks home 
in the bitter wind and snow, but 
when he arrives home he discov
ers his backpack is open and the 
box is gone. It's so snowy that he 
and his dad soon give up look-

were all together relaxing. 
The Shabbat box is just a 

special decoration, after all, 
and they might have told him 
a cute story pointing to the real 
meaning of the holiday. Come 
M onday, he can just offer to help 
the teacher make a new box, 
and everything will be fine. 

Ifl had read them that ver-

when his parents think 
he's sleeping, he makes a new 
Shabbat box by decorating a 
shoebox, candlesticks by shaping 
his flexible toy snakes, and a 

· cha/lah cover by painting his pil
lowcase. He goes a step further 
and imaginatively makes a card 
game from cardboard with 
Shabbat images, to add some 

fun competition into the holiday. 
So Ira regains his spirits, and 

on M onday he tells the class the 
entire story. He leaves out only 
the part about crying, lest they 
think he's a baby. H is classmates 
love the box. And, it turns out, 
his teacher found the lost Shab
bat box, so now Ira won't have 
to wait so long for his next turn. 

Maybe Ira goes a little too 
far - my wife tells the boys 
never to paint on their pil
lowcases without permission 
- but I otherwise loved his 
initiative and imagination, and 
how the parents held back. 

My tendency to set things up 
for kids is probably the great-
est with holidays. It's easy for 
me to get caught up in activities 
going a certain way, to put our 
boys into a Shabbat box. Judaism 
can be as much about freedom 
as discipline, and this book is 
a good reminder to loosen up. 

PJ Ubrary family spotlight: The Ginsburg Family 
Twins fol{' in love 

with reading 
Bv N1cOLE KATZMAN 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

Q: WHAT ARE THE names 
of each family member, where 
do you reside? What are the 
ages of your girls? Where do 
they attend school? Share 
with me any other interest-
ing facts about your family? 

A: WE ARE REBECCA (Mom), 
Nathaniel (Dad), Esme and Baya 
Ginsburg, the latter two, twins 
age 4 . We live in the Edgewood 
area of Cranston. The girls attend 
preschool at A Safer Start Child 
University in Cranston. Mom is a 
physician at The Miriam Hospital, 
and dad's an architect at Brew
ster Thornton Group in Provi
dence. The girls love dance class, 
going to the Children's Museum 
and the William Hall Library. 

Q: HOW DID YOU hear 
about The PJ Ubrary? 

A: WE HEARD ABOUT The 
P J library when our first 
book showed up In the mail, 
Something From Nothing. 
What a delightful surprise! 

Q: WHAT ARE ESME and Baya's 
favorite PJ books or CDs? 

A: THE GIRLS' FAVORITE 
PJ Library book is our first, 
Something From Nothing. 
Other favorites are an Alice 
in Wonderland pop-up book, 
Knufffe Bunny by Mo Willams and 
anything with a Disney princess 
in it. Favorite CDs are "C'mon 
C'mon" by Sheryl Crow, "World 
Playground" by Putumayo and 
anything by Raffi or Bill Harley. 

Q: DESCRIBE YOUR 
CHILDREN'S bedtime routine. 

A: OUR BEDTIME ROUTINE 
entails changing into night-
ies or P Js, teeth brushing.· 
Esme gives Baya her inhaler 
(true), we read two stories 
(most nights are PJ Library 
books!) and then we cuddle! 

Q: WHY DO YOU think The 
PJ Ubrllry is an important 
program for your children? 

A: THIS PROGRAM IS important 
because it has helped aw8ken the 
girls' interest in Jewish culture and 
holidays, and brings traditional 
Jewish stories to life for them. 

Q: HOW HAS THE PJ Ubrary 
program impacted your life? 

A: WE WENT TO a fabulous PJ 
Library Hanukkah program at 
Barnes and Noble where Esme 
and Baya enjoyed story telling 
and music. The P J Library has 
been great for our children's 
Jewish book collection. Esme 
and Bay a want more and more! 

Nicole Katzman is The PJ 
Library director; she can be 
reached at nkatzman@bjeri.org 

REBECCA AND NATHANIEL Ginsburg read with their four-year
old twin daughters, Esme and Baya. 
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Paying attention to language development in very young children 

How to better 
understand what 

your baby is saying 

BY M YNDE S !PERSTEIN 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

DIDYOUKNOW 
that background 
TV and noise could 
hinder language 

development in very young 
children? According to Science 
Daily, babies cannot tune out 

Mynde 
Siperstein 

background 
noise as well as 
adults. During 
the critical 
time period for 
speech and lan
guage develop
ment, it is best 
to have a quiet 
environment 
for your baby 
to hear the dif-

ferences in speech sounds. This 
type of environment will allow 
your baby to develop better 
attention, listening, memory and 
language skills. While adults 
have excellent command of the 

B Y KAREN HAMMERSTROM 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald My 6-YEAR-old 
daughter, Minna, 
has been lucky 
enough to be 

a part of PJ Library since its 
inception. Each month, she 
races to open the book or 
CD that arrives in the mail 
addressed to her. As it is usu
ally a picture book, which is 
always beautifully illustrated, 
she immediately reads it herself. 
Later on, often at bedtime, 
we will read it together 
and as we read, we will ask 
questions about the text. 

Before I sit down to read the 
book with Minna, I always take 
out the guide that is either sent 
with the newest selection or 
printed directly inside the book 
cover. I preview the suggested 
questions and comments about 
the themes, and incorporate 

English language, attending a 
cocktail party results in difficulty 
hearing conversational partners! 

So, please, be sensitive to 
your child 's hearing needs. 

Furthermore, the Ameri-
can Pediatric Society recom
mends no T V viewing for 
children under the age of two. 
I will devote an entire column 
on media and language at a 
later date. In the meantime, 
I highly recommend Lisa 
G uernsey's book, Into the Minds 
of Babes- How Screen Time 
Affects Children From Birth to 
Age Five. It contains a wealth 
of fascinating information. 

First words tend to be holo
ph rastic; meaning that single 
words are actually sentences. 
For example when a child 
utters, "D ada", he/she might 
mean, "Where's D addy?" or "I 
need my D addy!" or "That's 
my Daddy." Don't worry that 
you might not be able to fi gure 
out the intended meaning. The 
context (situation), a baby's 
intonation and their persis
tence will all help to determine 
their communicative intent. 

Another interesting phe-

nomenon is when your child 
overextends or under-extends 
a label. H e/she might call 
all animals w ith four legs 
"dog" or all men "D addy." 

This happens when young 
children do not know a word 
fo r a certain object, person 
or animal but uses a word he 
does have that is similar to it . 
A n under-ex tenstion occurs 
when a child uses the word 
"kit ty" to refer only to his/her 
ki tten and not to other kit
tens. As your child acquires 
more vocabulary and has more 
experiences, he/she will revise 
and refine word meani ngs. 

Receptive language skills 
refer to the comprehension 
or understanding of spoken 
language. It is important to note 
that, at this stage of develop
ment, todd lers understand 
many more words than they 
can say. C hildren between 12 
and 18 months can point to a 
few body parts, famili ar people 
and objects when asked . 

They can follow simple com
mands and answer simple ques
tions, such as "Come here," "Kiss 
baby" and "Where's D addy)" 

The situation, gestures, facial 
expressions and intonation of the 
speaker fu rther aid their under
stand ing of spoken language. 
Expressive language skills refer 
to speaking or signi ng. Expres
sive language skills lag behind 
receptive language skills dem
onstrating that toddlers need to 
hear words over and over agai n 
to recall them. C hildren will 
begin to produce fi rst words in 
their babble. They can say any
where from three to 20 words. 
. Toddlers try to imitate 
words they hear, so if you don't 
want them to say a certai n 
word , refra in fro m using it. 

W e have all had embar
rassing moments rega rd
ing this situation. 

If your little one is preoc
cupied with walking, he/ 
she may progress more slowly 
verbally. Studies show that boys 
develop language skills slower 
than girls but catch up quickly. 
Some example of first words 
are: mama, dada, more, juice, 
cookie, hi, bye-bye, alJ gone, 
no, up, baby, eye, nose, hot, 
cup, milk, hat, shoe, car, water, 
doggie, go, ba!J , in, out and that. 

The power of questions 
them into what 
we discuss 
while reading. 

In I Read It, 
but I Don't Get 
It, author Cris 
Tovani writes, 
"Good readers 
constantly 
question the 
text. They 
ask questions 
before, after, 
and while they 
read." As a 
reading teacher 
myself, I try to 
model how l 
ask questions 
when I read, 
so that Minna 
will begin to 
do this as well. 
If my 9-year-
old son, Jacob, is taking part 
in the read aloud, I encourage 
him to pose questions as well. 

H e practices this skill in school 
in his reading group, so I can 
help reinforce his learning. 

When I asked Minna to 

choose a 
favorite 
book from 
the PJ 
Library 
titles 
she has 
received, 
she selected 
7heHard
est Word, 
written by 
Jacqueline 
Jules and 
beautifully 
illustrated 
by Kath
erine Janus 
Kahn. With 
its timeless 
themes of 
forgiveness 
and perse
verance, this 

story is rich for discussion. But 
what Minna enjoyed most, was 
the humorous character.of the ,, 

Regarding speech sound 
development, toddlers will omit 
sounds or substitute sounds 
he/she has d ifficulty with and 
produce speech sounds that are 
easier to make. For instance, 
he/she may say "ha" for "hat" 
or "tootie" for "cookie." Always 
provide a good speech model 
by saying the word correctly, 
stressing the desired sound 
instead of correcting mispro
nunciations. Make up a few 
short sentences using the correct 
production. You can say, "Lets 
get the cookie. You love cook
ies. That 's a good cookie." Stay 
tuned for the next develop
mental milestone: the vocabu
lary explosion and the never 
end ing "W assat/What's that?" 

Mynde Siperstein is launch-
ing ChatterMatters Speech & 
L anguage Services, a home-based 
pediatric practice specializing in the 
area of diagnostics, treatment and 
parent education far a w ide array 
of speech, language and communi
cat ion delays and disorders. For 
more informat ion or to schedule 

an appointment, please contact 
Mynde Siperstein at 378-4328. 

Ziz, the gigantic mythical bird 
searching for the hardest word . 

Before reading the story, 
I preview the cover with my 
children, and ask them ques
tions about ~he pictures and 
title from the front cover. Based 
on their responses, we make 
predictions about the content 
in the book. While we read, I 
model asking questions to teach 
them this crucial comprehen
sion skill. I might ask questions 
about the vocabulary or illus
trations in the text. My goal 
is to highlight character, plot 
and theme through question
ing. When we have finished 
the story, we review its key 
parts, and I try to pose ques
tions that go beyond the text. 

Karen Hammerstrom is 
a certified reading specialist 
and English/ESL teacher 
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It's natural and healthy to 
spend time outdoors 

Being outside 
in nature is life
enhancing and 

costs nothing 
Bv J EANINE SILVERSMITH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

H OW ON Earth 
could Judaism, 
time outside, and 
attention deficit 

disorder be related? They are 
more closely related than the 
casual observer might think. 

First, the Jewish calendar 
is based on natural cycles. 
Many of our holidays celebrate 
events in nature, such as the 
spring festival of Tu B'Shevat, 
the "birthday of the t rees ." 
Then there is Moses, whose 
wandering in the wilderness 
directly connects to the spiri
tual journey that he and our 
ancestors undertook. And, a 
number of Jewish teachings 
urge us to preserve and pro
tect the environment. Rabbi 

Abraham Ben Moses said it 
well: "In order to serve God, 
one needs access to the enjoy
ment of the beauties of nature." 

But, what about attention 
defi cit disorder~ How does that 
fit into the mix? Children with 
attention defi cit symptoms 
and people of all ages can all 
concentrate better - simply 
by spending time in nature. 
And, that's just the tip of the 
iceberg. Research firm ly sup
ports the notion that time in 
nature is essentia l, as it pro
vides opportun ity for physical 
activity, critical and creative 
thinking, interaction with com
munity members and so much 
more. Simply put, people who 
regularly spend time outside 
are happier, healthier, more 
creative, more self-confident, 
better problem-solvers and even 
smarter than those who do not. 

The Landscape and Human 
Health Laboratory at the 
University oflllinois at Urbana
Champaign has done research 
on how the lack of exposure to 
nature can be harmful to people 

Photo courtesy of Jeanine Silversmith 

Left, Abby Tyrell, Zoe Tyrell (rear) and Sierra Silversmith frolic in 
Ballard Park - a nature preserve in Newport and, according to Sil

versmith, a really kid-friendly place to hike. A meadow, where this 
image was taken, is a great place to picnic. 

Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

RIBBON-CUTTING on May 19 at the new kosher food pantry drew a "who's who" in Jewish 
Rhode Island. On either side of Jeff Vogel, Scott Libman, Rachel Nassau, Doris Feinberg, Paul 
Barrette and Susan Leach DeBlasio are individuals whose faces are obscured by the ribbon, 

which was later cut to officially inaugurate the kosher food pant ry at the Jewish Seniors 
Agency, 100 Niantic Ave., Providence. Can you identify the mystery man and woman? 

by comparing populations who 
were randomly assigned to 
apartments in housing projects 
in Chicago. Some buildings 
had grass and trees planted 
around them while others were 
surrounded by bare concrete. 
Significantly higher levels of 
aggression, violence, and crime, 
a decreased abil ity to 

order. (By the way, we're not 
talking organ ized sports here. 
Although they have significant 
merit, organ.ized sports are, by 
definition, structured and ca rry 
with them a set of adu lt expec
tations. Looking under rocks 
fo r critters, climbing a tree in 
the yard, taking a neighbor-

Judaism and nature, or you 
want to learn more about 
the many benefits that time 
in nature has to offer, here 
are a couple of resources: 

• Child ren & N ature Net
work, www.childrenandnature. 
org, was created to encourage 
and support the people and 

control impulses and 
cope with stress, and 
a decreased sense of 
community existed 
among those living 
in the bare buildings 
even though they were 
next to the build-
ings with greenery. 

"Looking under rocks for critters, 
climbing a tree, taking a stroll, 
floating leaves in a puddle on 

the driveway, running barefoot 
in the grass - these are the types 
of 'unstructured activities' that 

organizations working 
nationally and inter
nationally to reconnect 
children with nature. 

• Coalition on the 
Environment and Jewish 
Life, www.coej l.org, 
is the nation's leading 
Jewish environmenta l 
organization. Since 

In his ground
breaking book, Last 
Child in the Woods: 

constitute quality time in nature." its founding in 1993, 
COEJL has helped 

Saving our Children 
from Nature-Deficit 
Disorder, Richard Louv dem
onstrates, through research and 
interviews, that unstructured 
play and interaction with the 
natural world are important for 
children's healthy development 
and for the physical, mental, 
and emotional health of both 
children and adults. He even 
coined a new term to describe 
the trend: nature deficit dis-

hood stroll, floating leaves 
in a puddle on the driveway, 
running barefoot in the grass -
these are the types of"unstruc
tured activities" that constitute 
quality time in nature.) 

And beyond the data, kids 
enjoy playing; the outdoors 
is a great place for children 
to explore and discover. 

If you want to further 
explore the connection betv.;een 

! 

tens of thousands of 
Jews make a connec
tion between Juda-

ism and the environment. 

Jeanine Silversmith is the 
founder and director of Rhode 
Island Families in Nature, www. 
rifamiliesinnature.org, a free, 
not-for-profit organization whose 
mission is to help families spend 
more time outdoors and recon
nect with nature. Contact her at 
info@rifamiliesinnature.~rg. 
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GRANDPARENTS CORNER 

Teach your grandparents well 
Two new 

grandchildren 
provide an insight 
into learning about 

Judaism 
Bv BARBARA SHEER 

Special to The Voice & H erald Holidays are more 
meaningful now 
that we have 
grandchildren 

with whom to celebrate. 

Torah scrolls. 
I figu red 

he'd follow 
the procession, 
squealing with 
glee. It seemed 
to me that this 
would be the 
perfect time to 
introduce Jodd 
to temple. 

Together we 
welcome the 
Sabbath with 
candle light
ing, kiddush 
and "ham

otzi," and ou r 
son, D avid, 
bestows upon 
his sons the 
blessing that 
they "be like 
Ephraim and 
Menaseh." 

As I write 
this, my 

It's easy to involve my 
grandchildren in all aspects 
of Purim and to allow them 
to be creative. By my prepar
ing dough ahead of time, they 
can help make hamantaschen. 

Children are experienced with 
rolling, pounding, and shaping 
playdough and clay. So, too, 
they naturally enjoy working 
with hamantaschen dough. 

I g ive them each a small ball 
of dough, a rolling pin, two 
pieces of wax paper, a plas-

Our daughter- in-law, Ang, 
is a Buddist from Thailand. 
W e are very grateful that she 
agreed to the converting of 
her two sons, our grandsons, 
Jodd and Ram, to Judaism. 

Much to 
my dismay, I 
was wrong. 
The commo
tion, noise, 
and energy 
overwhelmed 
11-month old 
Jodd. We left 
and salvaged 
the morn-

Barbara Sheer with her two grandsons, Jodd and Ram. 

first batch of 
hamantaschen 
is in the oven. 
Of all the hol-

tic cup to make circles to cut 
the dough, some filling (my 
filling of choice is chocolate 
bits), and they become bakers. 
They fill shalach mono/ bags, 
also, and, dressed in costume, 
they become delivery men. 

At a week old, each had an 
Orthodox Jewish bris. Then, 
under the supervision of Rabbi 
Joseph Ehrenkranz of Stamford, 
Conn., as babies,Jodd and Ram 
were immersed in the mikveh. 

W e wholeheartedly hope that 
they, as well as our Jewish-born 
g randchildren, Penelope and 
Philip, will grow up to love and 
to be proud of being Jewish. 

Anxious to bring our first-born 
grandchild to temple, I took 
baby Jodd with me to Simchat 
Torah services. I expected it to 
be fun . He would observe excited 
children marching with flags and 
exuberant adults dancing with 

ing on the swings and in the 
sandbox at the playground. 

Today, as a big boy in pre
kindergarten, he participates in 
Simchat Torah, as well as other 
services, at temple, where he is 
comfortable, familiar, and happy. 

Many of the synagogues 
in Rhode Island have services 
especially for children. Temple 
Emanu-El has Kappy's Kids 
every Saturday morning for the 
very youngest accompanied by 
an adult. Other temples have 
a Tot Shabbat. I urge grand
parents in the area to check 
out these programs as they 
offer unique ways for grand-

parents and grandchildren to 
spend quality time together. 

Shabbat is specia] because 
Jodd, Ram, and their parents 
come to us for Friday evening 
dinner. In preschool, Ram and 
Penelope learn, and in pre-k, 
Jodd learns all about the Sab
bath, including traditions, 
brachot and special songs. 

Before Jodd was even 
able to talk, he thrilled and 
amazed me one day when 
he unexpectedly burst out in 
song: "Shabbat Shalom." 

Is this not ndches from the 
children? Now, it's Jodd 's respon
sibility to bring home the challah 
that he gets at school each Friday. 

Are you raising Jewish children, 
but you're not Jewish? 

Don't do it alone! 

Join us for The Mothers Circle! 

The Mothers Circle is a free educational and welcoming program empowering 
mothers of any faith or religious background to create Jewish homes. Mothers 
in all family constellations are welcome and participants do not have to be 
affiliated with a Jewish - institution or have any 
prior knowledge. The interactive curriculum for 
the sessions explores Jewish holidays, practices, 
rituals, and ethics while providing resources 
and tools for enriching ._ __ - Jewish family life at home. 
A new Mothers Circle group will begin th is fall. 

FREE childcare is available upon request. For more information please 
contact Kit Haspel, Mothers Circle Coordinator at 401.331 .0956 x184 or 
khaspel@bjeri.org. · 

Coord inated by the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island in partnership with the 
Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island. Generously funded by the Helene and 
Bertram Bernhardt Foundation and the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

WI .rvz Ill Partner agencies of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island EJ..;,h 

Fcdention 
•I 
Rhod, 
bland 

idays, I like 
Purim best. lt 

is so festive - complete with car
nivals, costumes, parades, treats, 
and M egillah reading at temple. 

How the children love to 
stamp their feet and grind thei r 
groggers whenever they hear 
Haman, the name of the vil
lain. Some people compare 
Purim to Halloween. While 
folks dress up in costumes 
during both holidays, I think 
of Purim and Halloween as 
being "opposite holidays." 

At Halloween, children go 
"trick or treating" &om door 
to door asking for candy. At 
Purim, we go to family and 
friends delivering shalach mono!. 

When l asked her what she 
wants to be for Purim, petite, 
three-year-old Penelope surprised 
me. She wants to be Haman. 

Why, I asked her, assum
ing that every little girl 
dreams of being the beau
tiful Q,een Esther. 

"Because it's different," she 
answered, and, indeed, it is a 
bit unusual. How wonder
ful that, at her tender age, she 
already is an individual. 

My wish is that all grand
parents enjoy their grand
children and that they have 
wonderful experiences cel
ebrating holidays together. 

Private Speech attd Lattguage Services for Childrett 
- We specia lize in the assessment and treatment of: 
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• Phonological Disorders • Fluency Disorders 
• Apraxia & Other Ora l Motor-Skill Based Communication Disorders 
• Receptive & Expressive language Delays/Disorders 
• Autism/Asperge(s Syndrome • Auditory Processing Disorders 

Helping Kids Communicate • Home-based Services 

ChaHerMaHers 
401-378-4328 

myndesip@aol.com 
www.chattermattersslp.com 
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From rabbis to car dealers, pets rule the workplace 

welcoming ambience 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

Rf MEMBER "Take 
Your D aughter 
o W ork D ay," 
stablished in the 

early 1990s by M s. Founda
tion for W omen, to introduce 
young g irls the work world? 

While there's no equivalent 
"T ake Your Pet to W ork D ay," we 
interviewed several people in the 
Jewish community who do take 
their pets - primarily, but not 
exclusively, dogs - to work with 
them. You never know . .. with pet 
insurance sometimes offered as 
an employee benefit, employers 
may one day allow pet visiting 
days. 

RABBIWECHTERMAN 

AND GRACY 

Rabbi E lyse W echterman, · 
of A g udas 
A chim, has a 
six-year-old 
black stan
dard poodle, 
Gracy. . 

"I do some
times take 
her to work," 
said Wechter-,. 
man. "That 
includes, for 
me, visits to 

Gracy 

home-bound elderly and congre
gants in nursing homes. There are 
several who now have relation
ships with Gracy and look 
forward to her coming. The kids 
also enjoy her when she shows up 

• Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
• Civil and Business Litigation 
• Divon:e/Family Law 
• Probate/Estate Planning 
• Real Estate 

Attorneys 
) EFFREY B. PINE 

HARRIS K. W EIN ER 
BR IAN G. G OLD!iTl:lN 

32 1 South Main Street, Suite 302 
Providence, RI 02903 

Tel: 401 -35 \-8200 Fax: 40\ -351-9032 
E-mail: jbp@pinelaw.com 

w,vw.pinelaw.com 

The RISupfeme(ourt licenses all lawye1sintht 9eneral 
practice oflaw. The rourtdoes not licenstor certify any 
lawyersasanexpertorspedalistin anyfield orpract ice. 

,, ,olattheend of ( i/- -~ f· - ------
---- ,fo.v 
at Hebrew Sch< 
the day." 

And, might there be a con
nection between women rabbis 
and dogs? W echterman said that 
she, Rabbi A my Levin ofTorat 
Yisrael, Rabbi Sarah M ack of 
Temple Beth-El and Rabbi Jackie 
Sadow, at the University of M as
sachusetts at D artmouth , are all 
"dog people." Although it hasn't 
happened yet, "we keep talking 
abut having a women rabbis and 
doggie date," she said. 

MAx, THE AUSTRALIAN 

LABRADOODLE 

Max, an Australian labradoo
dle (a cross between a la brad or. 
and a poodle) whose human 
owner is Sharon Teich, goes to 
work with her every day. 

Max is a regular presence at 
Todays Office Professionals, a 
franchise Teich and her husband , 
Fred Ricci, own. 

"W e have people coming in 

Pho t o by Nancy Ki rsch 

"Were he to 
come to the 
chapel, he 

would howl the 
whole time. He 
likes to daven 
when we sing 
Hebrew songs 
and prayers at 

home." 

Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin 

when no cat was on the premises, 
Kaplan said, they'd get one or 
two fro m the pound to bring to 
the office. "W e've had several 
cats who died and we have their 
ashes." 

to interview all the time and he 
never leaves his place under the 
table at my desk unless I tell hi m 
he can. People come into the 
office just to say hello to Max," 
she explains. With hair, not fur, 
Max doesn't cause problems for 
allergy sufferers. 

SHARON TEICH with her dog, Max, at her office, 
Todays Professionals, in Warwick . 

RABBI FRANlillN AND B ENJY 

On occasion, Benjy, the fa m
ily's standard poodle accompanies 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin to Temple 
Emanu-El on Shabbat after
noons. "He enjoys the walk and 
the company - but I can't let him 
near the chapel - he stays in my 
office ," said Franklin. "Were he 
to come to the chapel, he would 
howl the whole time. H e likes 

D OGS AND CATS GAWRE 

A dog owner her entire life , 
Sheree Kaplan, owner of Jake 
Kaplan's Auto Group, has found 
a way to incorporate animals into 
the workplace. 

"It {well-behaved pets in the 
workplace) relieves stress for 
my employees and me. A lot of 
people are nervous about the 
car-buying experience, and I find 
that the dogs initiate an open 

dialogue. Trevor and Daisy, her 
two Briards (French sheepdogs), 
have hair instead of fur so people 
aren't allergic to them . They 
t ravel between our Norwood 
dealership, our Warwick location 
and anywhere in between." 

In fact, Kaplan calls Trevor 
the vice president of human 
resources. "If we get a g rowl 
when he meets a person we're 
interviewing," she said , "it's a 'no 
go.' That 's the truth . When we've 
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gone against his instinct we've 
always found him to be right." 

Kaplan isn't st rictly a dog 
aficionado, as she has had cats 
in the office since the first stray 
arrived 18 years ago. 

"Now we have Bonkers and 
Rover. They go from desk to 

to daven when we sing Hebrew 
songs and prayers at home - and 
I'm sure he would at the temple 
as well." According to Franklin, 
Friday nights in their house are 

desk and have lots of toys," she 
says. "Everyone helps take care 
of them; vendors and delivery 
people stop by just to say hello to 
the cats and dogs." During times See WORK, Page 36 
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The Second Annual 

''Tee Up'' 
for Jewish Seniors Agency 

of Rhode Island 

Pitch N' Putt, MlnlatureGotf, 
Cookout* and Entertainment 

At Mulligan 's Golf and Entertainment 
New London Avenue, Route 2, Cranston 

Thursday, ,August 6, 2009 

'5:00 pm Registration 
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pleas' bri 
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Pitch N' Putt + Cookout =$48 

Miniature Golf + Cookout =$36 

Children to age 17 =$18 

Cookout + Entertainment Only =$28 

Raffle Prizes 

All proceeds will benefit the programs of Jewish Seniors Agency 

•Kosher dietary laws observed 

RSVP: sadler-jeri@jsari.org or401-351-4750 
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PETS ON PARADE 

Pets are welcome inside and out 
Well-behaved four- ' www. • 

legged creatures can 
enrich expeditions 

B vNANCY K JRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

B USINESS OWNERS 
do it, rabbis do it, 
bookstore fans do 
it, but the birds 

and the bees don't do it. 
"It" is taking one's pet on the 

road - out fo r a meal , a shop
ping expedition or on a trip. 
\ ,Vhile some pet owners leave 
their pets behjnd when they 
leave home for the day - or 
even longer - others find a 
way to bring their pets along. 

Whether you plan a "get
away" vacation, a "stay-cation" 
or have people coming to 
vi sit you in Rhode Island thi s 
summer, there are places that 
welcome well-behaved pets. 

W aterFi.re, in downtown 
Providence, is a perfect venue 
for my dog, Sylvie, who receives 
vast amou nts of adoration 
from toddlers in stroll-
ers, teens and white-

Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

ROBIN BUGBEE holds his beagles , Plaid and Stripe, in the Wayland 
Square pet boutique, Plaid & Stripe. Bugbee said that the dogs 

own the store; he just works there. 

port, welcomes pets to its 
Newport Wing with a bag of 
complimentary orga nic dog 
biscuits and canine room service. 

The hotel limits pets to 

two per room and assesses 
a one-time, non-refundable 
cleaning fee of$75 per pet. 

"W e've been dog-friend ly 
about five yea rs," sa id M arlen 
Scalzi, the hotel's director of 

outdoor dining a llow people to 
bring their pets, if well-behaved . 

In Jamestown, Tricia's Tropi
Grille is owned by a dog lover, 
who occasionally brings her 
black Labrador retriever to 
work with her. Patrons can eat 
outside with their dogs and cats. 

CANINE COCKTAILS 

People and their dogs can 
enjoy canine cocktai.ls 

haired great-grandpas. 
ti explain that, though 

she's a standa rd poodle, she 
doesn't have the standard 
pood le's hai rcut. People 
seem thrilled to pet a dog 
that is thrilled to be petted 

"They delight in petting her, 
shaking her paw and asking, 'Is 
she a Portuguese water dog?"' 

on the porch on Monday 
evenings during the 
summer on the porch of 
Canfield H ouse. Both 
the dog treats, which 
are complimentary, and 
the human food, which 

and who becomes more sedate 
as the crowds g row larger. 

Books on the Square, an 
independently-owned book store 
in W ayland Square, has been 
dog-friendly fo r quite some time, 
even with a change in owner
ship. Store employees routinely 
ask, "W ould your dog like a 
treat?" D oes anyone ever decli ne 
that offer? W e certainly don't . 
And, just across the street, the 
Starbucks patio is a great place 
for people- and dog-watching. 

Seven Stars' patio is often 
filled with toddlers and dogs, 
all competing with robins 
and squirrels for the stray 
crumbs of delectable bakery 
items that fall to the ground. 

In Massachusetts, Rabbi 
Wechterman often takes Gracy, 
her standard poodle, on the 
Blackstone River bike path. She 
wrote, "I have an attachment for 
my bike that lets her run along
side me and we both love it." 

The Hotel Viking, in New-

Editor's Note: This story is not 
meant to be a comprehensive list
ing of all the venues at which pets 
are welcome. If you've had posi
tive experiences with pet-friendly 
venues in Rhode Island or South
eastern Massachusetts, we'd like 
to know about them for a future 
Voice & Herald story. E-mail 
us at voiceherald@jfri.org arid 
include "Pets" in the subject line. 

marketing. "When we looked 
at our customers, we saw that 
we had a lot of fam ilies who 
liked to bring their pets along. 
There's a really good match 
between that type of guest 
and th e services we offer." 

Pet owners are asked to crate 
their animals when they've 
left them alone in the rooms, 
added Scalzi, who's welcomed 
dogs, cats and birds to the 
hotel. The 1997 winner of the 
Westminster Dog Show, a bull 
terrier named Rufus, visited 
the H otel Viking, Scalzi said . 

According to Scalzi, other 
Newport venues for dogs include 
the Cliff Walk, the Newport 
Dog Park and Canfield House 
(on Monday evenings). A 
boutique dog store, called W ag 
Nation, on Williams Street 
in Newport, is a boutique for 
pets and thl!ir people and sells 
all-natural, organic foods and 
treats, as well as toys and sup
plies for dogs and their owners. 
Lynne Wieder, the owner, 
said that the store's tag line 
is, "Where pets rule," and the 
store's voice mail message says, 
"Dogs are always welcome." 

Other dog0 friendly New
port venues include the Coffee 
Grinder at Bannister's Wharf, 
a coffee bar that welcomes dogs 
outside on their patio; O'Brien's 
Pub on Thames Street; many 
restaurants and cafes with 

is not, are listed on the 
pub menu. The porch is only 
open on sunny evenings, so 
watch the weather reports. 

On Block Island, the 
Blue D ory Inn is one of 
the pet-friendly inns. 

"Our main motivation (for 
pets) is that we love pets, said 
Tamara Stevens, the inn's gen
eral manager. Another is that 
many people travel with their 
pets, they are their family." 

The inn has a cat, Samson, and 
Stevens has two cats at home; 
the inn charges a one-time fee 
of $25 per pet per visit. Though 
they've had mostly good experi
ences with their guests and their 
four-legged friends, Stevens has 
had to deal with guests who left 
without mentioning damage 
their pets did along with some 
minor barking issues. 

Sharon Teich, of Providence, 
takes her dog, Max, to Dorothy 
Williams, Mrs. Robinson's and 
Runcible Spoon, all in Wayland 
Square. 

Both the Crowne Plaza in 
Warwick and the Providence 
Marriott allow guests to bring 
pets, and both assess cleaning 
fees, and pets must be crated 
when they are left alone. 

"You could even bring a 
horse," joked one reservation 
clerk at the Marriott. And, of 
course, PETCO and PetSmart 
both welcome dogs, cats and 
other house pets. 
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Parrots provide entertainment, mimicry and conversation 
Owning a parrot she said. "I wanted a bird that is shop to buy a gift for a friend 's want to be sure that any bird you a store in New Jersey hosts a 

entertaining and would talk." new puppy that led Camara buy is well-sociali2cd, cared for parrot conference that is attended 
is an expensive 

commitment of 50 
years or more 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

"~RROTS HAVE 
such personality," said 
Leah Camara, graphic 

designer for The Voice & Herald. 
"What other pet says 'I love 
you?"' She'd buy more parrots 
to add to her coterie of M olly, a 
yellow nape Amazon parrot and 
Peaches, a Coffins cockatoo, 
but her husband Bob has put his 
foot down. If she had her way, 
Camara would buy an African 
gray parrot and a macaw. 

With the intelligence of an 
average two-year-old child, 
parrots can carry on conversa
tions, sing, whistle and enter
tain their owners. According 
to Camara, who did extensive 
resea rch before buying either 
parrot, parrots will choose one 
person in a home with whom to 
bond. In her home, Peaches likes 
everyone, but has bonded with 
Bob, while Molly, who's afraid 
of men, is definitely Camara's 
bird. "It's like having another 
person in the house to talk to," 

Before you rush out to buy to her love affair with parrots. and healthy." Camara relied on by hundreds of people just like 
a parrot as a Father's Day or The store's Patagonian conure, her own extensive research as her - individuals who love par-
graduation gift, think again - Skittles, hopped on my shoulder well as recommendations from rots. Everyone had at least two 
owning a parrot is a lifetime and started talking to me and another parrot owner whom she parrots and, as one woman said, 
commitment that is not ___________________ trusted. And, just as choco- "Parrots are like potato chips, 
inexpensive. As parrots late can be toxic to dogs, you can't have just one." In fact, 
can live, on average, for "Parrots are like potato chips parrots shouldn't eat choco- one woman Camara knows 
50 years, adults who buy , . ,, ' late or avocados. With a has 12 parrots and her hus-
parrots should con- you can t have JUSt One. delicate respiratory systems, band built her an indoor aviary 
sider survival plans. As ------------------- they are prone to lung dis- for them. Although childless, 
each of Camara's three eases and can't be exposed the couple will be plenty busy 
grown children has told her, I was hooked, said_ Camara. to extreme temperature changes. with 12 parrots to care for. 
"Don't leave the birds to me," she For anyone considering Camara let me in on another If you see a woman driving a 
will leave her birds to a parrot becoming parrot pet owners, _ piece of parrot trivia: "You can Subaru with a cockatoo on her 
rescue center in New Jersey. Camara urges people to do their only determine if the parrot is shoulder and a license plate frame 

Buying a parrot will cost home~ork and research_ care- male or female with DNA analy- surrounding her Rhode Island 
from $800 to thousands of dol- fully. Some stores sell illegally sis, unless you wait long enough plates that says, "I Love Parrots," 
lars, said Camara, who spent imported p~rrots and some and the female may lay an egg." rest assured - it's Leah Camara! 
Sl,200 for each of her parrots. parrots aren t well cared for. You Every October, said Camara, 
The food, cage and toys are 
expensive as well, she said. 

Because they are so bright, 
they need lots of stimulation and 
entertainment, she said. Camara's 
parrots are in an open cage 
in a room that is dedicated to 
them; Camara doesn't want the 
mess they make (from throw
ing food around) in a room she 
uses frequently. The television 
in their room is on during the 
day whtle she is here working 
at The Vo ice & Herald, and both 
Molly and Peaches learned to 
sing from a children's show. 

It was a simple visit to a pet 

ARE THESE NUTS on Peaches' diet? The jar of nuts, left open by Camara's husband Bob, proved too 
tempting to resist. Peaches, the Goffins cockatoo, pondered, began her descent and then .... 

nosedived! 

Our Inclusive Pricing Means Savings for You! 
MOLLY, CAMARA'S YELLOW nape Amazon parrot, plays on her 

manzanita tree. She keeps herself entertained with the many toys 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 

hanging on the branches. 

********** 
Bring this ad in for 

FREE $10 EARRINGS 
With any purchase over $20 

An unparalleled level of service and amenities, 
and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind. 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or corripanion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

® 

To arrange a personal visit, call Dianne: 
401-732-0037 , www.tamariskri.org 

A Carelink Member 
A Community of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

THE PH Y L LIS S ! PERSTEIN 

TAMA RISK 
AS SISTED LI VIN G RES ID ENCE 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

AK<,;J-,rAssistedl.i\'iigRcsidcoce 
Soper"'5Edbyrhel<asmrtCommssi<JnolG"""' Hrutfortl 
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A most credit-worthy dog 
In these hard times, 
banks could learn a 
lesson or two from 

Natasha 
BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinef@jfti.org 

ONCE UPON a 
blue moon, I lived 
in a small, side
of-the-road town 

in Western Massachusetts, 
Montague Center, which 
resembled Thorton Wilder's 
fictional "Our Town" in New 
Hampshire, Grover's Corner. 

There was a long town green, 
surrounded by a Grange hall, 
a town hall, a Congregational 
church (whose clock tower 
bonged loudly every hour 
on the hour and the half
hour), and houses built in the 
classic 19th-century Greek 
rev ival architectural style. 

The home I lived in, on a 
small street just off the town 
center by the post office, was 
originally built as worker hous
ing for the Montague Boot & 
Shoe Co. Its frame construc
tion was built out of chestnut, 
which, because of the blight 
at the end of the 19th century, 
was the cheapest wood. It made 
replacing the horsehair plaster 
on the ceiling in the dining 
room very difficult; I burnt 
out two electric drills putting 
sheetrock screws into the aged 

chestnut two-by-fours. 
It was a simpler time 

then, when life was as 
difficult as, well, turn
ing a double play. The 
first summer I lived 
there, I was recruited to 

play in the local softball 
fast-pitch men's league, 
our team sponsored by 
the local bus company. 
The field had a chicken 
wi re backstop, with 
a hand-painted sign 
warning that horses 
and other veh ides were 
prohibited; left field 
ended in a cornfield. 

Fresh milk in gallon 
jugs was delivered two 
days a week from the 
Montague Farm, a 
commune, where the 
anti-nuclear movement 
in America was born. 
For the first two years I 
resided there, there was 
no pay phone in town; 
when a pay phone was 
finally put in by the 
loca l convenience store, 
it was the biggest gossip 
news in town: "Did 
you hear about the new 
pay phone?" almost 
every conversation began, for a 
week, when residents greeted 
one another on the sidewalk. 

I had a dog, Natasha, a 
collie-shepherd mix (with a 
hint of Russian immigrant 
heritage from the Pale), which 

Natasha and Richard Asinof outside the offices of The Valley 
Advocate in Amherst, Mass., in December 1976. 

Pho to by Caroli Asia 

NATASHA WAS A COLLIE-SHEPHERD mix with a hint of Russian 
immigrant heritage from the Pale. 

I had acquired, serendipitously, 
when a litter of puppies was 
brought to a Halloween party 
at the Leverett Crafts and Arts 
Center, an artists' collective. 

In M ontague Center, the 
dogs ran free , no one locked 
their front doors, and the 
neighbors often gathered on 
the sidewalk to talk 
about the weather 

addition to being a student, 
also worked pruning trees 
in an apple orchard, found 
an abandoned dog, a small, 
black-and-white terrier mix; he 
brought the dog home. Natasha 
quickly adopted the new dog 
as her younger brother, they 
became inseparable, and the 

the house where I was living, 
the teller whom Natasha had 
befriended was now the loan 
officer. When she asked how 
Natasha was, I told her the 
sad story, and she cried. I was 
then working as the president 
of a small start-up company, 
a television production firm, 
and our first project was to be a 
documentary on the separatist 
conflict in Qiebec. My mort
gage was approved, I bou.ght 
the house fo r $20,000, with 
a $6,000 down payment. Yet, 
I have always felt that Nata
sha played an important role 
in securing that mortgage. 

Today, it's a dog-eat-dog (pun 
intended) world when it comes 
to housing and finances. Local 
banks (if there are still such 
animals) no longer have discre
tion in lending; the branch office 
has no ability to make its own 
decision. Instead, decisions are 
made by one-size-doesn't-fit-all 
formulas determined by corpo
rate headquarters. If your cred it 
is anything less than stellar, 
fo rget about buying a home, 
or refinancing your mortgage. 
The only way that you can 
improve your credit, it seems, 
is not by paying bills on time, 
but by taking out expensive 
credit ca rds, because the credit 
rating companies are in cahoots 
with the banks and the credit 
card companies. So it goes . 

In these hard times, banks 
aren't lending; they appear 

and the Red Sox. Just 
below my house was 
a trout stream where, 
in the spring and 
fall, I often got up 
early to see if I could 
catch my breakfast. 

Natasha was smart; 
most days, when I 

to be hoarding their money, 
and no one needs to 
be reminded that the 
economy is hurting. It "In Montague Center, the dogs 

ran free, no one locked their 
front doors, and the neighbors 
often gathered on the sidewalk 
to talk about the weather and 

the Red Sox. 

seems so simple that 
one important road to 
recovery is to free up 
credit to consumers, 
enabling them to be 
consumers again, and 
the economy to grow. 

The other day I 
received a call from went to work, she 

had a routine, travel-
ing from house to 
house in town, barking at 
the doors until she received a 
special treat. She would gladly 
accompany friendly neighbors 
on walks into the woods. 

Some days, she went to work 
with me. I was the managing 
editor of an alternative weekly 
newspaper, 1he Valley Advocate, 
and Natasha would stay curled 
up on a rug by my desk. If she 
got bored, she'd wander the 
local neighborhood. When I 
went to the local bank to cash 
my paycheck, she would often 
come with me. She took a liking 
to one of the tellers, always 
jumping up, both paws on the 
counter in front of the teller's 
window, to give a friendly lick. 

When one of my housemates 
in Montague Center, who in 

new dog was quickly named, 
yes, you guessed it, Boris. 

That Memorial Day, I was 
invited by friends to go trout 
fishing on the Middle Branch 
of the Westfield River. The 
dogs stayed home, but when I 
returned, they were missing. I 
posted notices, called the police, 
the dog pound, but it seemed 
both dogs had disappeared. 
A year later, the mystery was 
solved, when the town's dog 
officer was arrested . It seemed 
he had been illegally picking up 
dogs, shooting them, and bury
ing them with a backhoe near 
the town dump. After he was 
fired, he quickly left town, afraid 
of the 30 or more vengeful dog 
owners who had lost thei1 pets. 

A year later, when I went to 
apply for a mortgage t? buy 

the corporate offices 
of my bank, asking me about 
the performance of the local 
branch where I do my banking. 
The person couldn't pronounce 
the name of the town properly 
(Seekonk), but wanted to know 
how I rated the service (excel
lent!) and was there someone 
to greet me when I came in. 
through the door (always!) 

It made me remember Nata
sha and her relationship with 
the bank teller. It's hard to 
imagine a time and place where 
such things could exist any
more - bringing a dog to work, 
bringing a dog into a bank to 
cash your paycheck - except 
in stories. It was a simpler, 
more humane time, where 
the lives of people intersected 
in a more intimate fashion. 
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CAMP: 100 years of Jewish history 
From Page 3 

by Ronni Guttin . Under Ronni 's 
leadership, the camp was accred
ited by the American Camping 
Association, a leadership program 
was added, and Jewish content 
was enhanced. Camp enrollment 
increased significantly. 

In 1997, the Board deter
mined that fu nds should be 
raised to upgrade and expand the 
Clarke Road fac ility and to add 
a waterfront. H owever, in July 
1999, a unique 250-acre property 
in South Kingstown became 
available. Once agai n, JORI's vol
unteers rose to the occasion. In 
a three-week period, the Board 
conducted its due diligence, 
created a partnership with the 
Nature Conservancy, and voted 

to purchase the property. At a 
receiver's auction, the property 
was purchased and the Board 
became the owner of a 72-acre 
transient trailer park. The capital 
campaign grew from $1 million 
to $7 million. In 2002, the old 
camp on Clarke Road closed and 
was sold to the town of Narra
gansett. 

The new camp opened in June 
2003 and the first phase of con
struction was completed in 2008 
with the dedication of the sanctu
ary. Volunteers worked tirelessly 
to build a state-of-the-art facility 
that included 24 buildings, 
athletic facilities, pools, etc. In 
2009, JORJ has enrolled a record 
number of children. Plans now 
call for a new campaign to com
plete the construction to further 

increase enrollment and to build 
the endowment. On M ay 31, 
2009, the organization dedicated 
to helping children celebrates 100 
years. 

On Sunday, M ay 31, Camp 
JO RJ will celebrate its centennial 
at Temple Beth-El in Providence, 
beginning at 6 p.m. For more 
information , call 284-0202. 

For a complete listing of the super
intendents of the Orphanage, the 
officers of the Ladies Auxiliaiy, the 
officers and directors ofJORJ at the 
time of its founding, past presidents 
of Camp JORJ, and the current 
officers and board, please go to The 
Voice & H erald's web site, www. 
]VHRJ.org. 

Jewish Community Calendar 
From Page 17 

Friday 
June 19 
SHABBAT UNDER THE STARS 

Services in the Julie Claire Gut
terman Biblical Garden patio, 
with stories and song. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave ., Providence 

WHEN:7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070 

Thursday 
June25 
"Healthy living, healthy 
eating" 
Joan Dwyer, food enthu si ast 
will spea k at the Rhode Island 
Chapter of Hadassah's fund
raiser. 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

WHERE: Evy Mittleman, 14 
Sandpiper Drive, West 
Warwick. 

COST: $25 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

Sunday 
June 28 
Art Show, "The Creation of 
the Spirit" 
Betzalel Cadena will exhib it 72 
works. 

WHERE: Ohawe Shalam, 671 
East Ave ., Pawtucket 

WHEN: 2-6 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 305-6627 

D'VARTORAH 

Photo courtesy of Richard Galli 

SOLDIERS LINED UP to pay their respects to Sgt. losiwo Uruo, 
a 27-year-old Guam native who was killed in Iraq. The display 

contained the fallen soldier's rifle, helmet and boots. 

From Page 7 

family of the members of the 
Armed Forces - they sacrifice 
while their loved one is at 
war and they continue to pay 
the price for years when that 
person comes home a changed 
man or woman." 

Is an all-volunteer army the 
right way to go? Horovitz, a 
member of Temple Sinai and 
president ofTouro Friendship 
Lodge, commented, "Maybe 
not. Israel is doing something 
right." 

H e also believes that the 
nation is hypocritical about 
the wars it enters: "We don't 
help people in the Sudan," he 
said. "How many Africans 

have been killed?" 
Formerly employed at 

Gateway Health Center and 
working on a contract basis for 
the Veterans Administration, 
Horovitz is now unemployed 
and looking for work. He's 
applied for some jobs and was 
told he was over-qualified. 
While he's looking for work in 
an overnight residential facil
ity or group home, he turns 
to the lessons he's learned in 
the Marines. "The Marines 
changed me," he said. "Even 
when I'm low, the discipline 
and fortitude of the Marines 
keep me going." 

Rabbi Akiva offers life lessons about learning and humility 
7his parasha draws comparisom mandments, 'You shall have no Torah, and then sat before Akiva did to Rabbi Eliezer and properly engage in Torah study. 

between the actiom of Moses other gods besides Me.'" Moses Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Joshua Rabbi Joshua. Rabbi Akiva The first lesson is that it is never 

and Rabbi Akiva t_urned away. The 70 elders saw to learn the Mishnah. Once brought to light things that are too late to begin learning Torah. 
him and ran after him. Moses they told him one law, he went hidden from other people. At the age of 40, he knew 

8v ELLIOTT KAPLOWITZ held one end of the tablets, and and sat by himself, ponder- DISPARATE TEXTS TEACH TORAH absolutely nothing, yet went 
Special to The Voice & Herald the elders held the other end. ing: "Why was this ale[ writ-

These texts seem completely 
on to become one of the great-s HA VUOT, ,h, holid,y 

Moses' strength prevailed; when ten; why was this bet written; 
unrelated, yet they teach a 

est rabbis and teachers of our 

commemorating the 
Moses looked at the tablets, why was this thing said?" He powerful lesson about learn- tradition. That someone was not 

anniversary of the day 
he saw that the writing had went back and asked them. 

ing Torah. The two sets of brought up with a rich Jewish 

our ancestors received 
flown off of them. He said , The response: "It is like a 

images - Moses and the sages 
education or background does 

the Torah and the Ten Com-
"How can I give the Children stonecutter who was chiseling 

grabbing separate ends of the 
not exclude him or her from 

mandments, encourages us to 
oflsrael tablets with nothing from mountains. One time he tablets and Rabbi Akiva and his fully contributing to Jewish life. 
on them? Rather, I will take took his ax, sat upon a mountain Rabbi Akiva further exemplifies 

study and learn Torah all night hold of them and break them. " and began cutting away small 
son grabbing separate ends of 

the lack of shame in admitting 
long. As we prepare to meta-

AND WHAT OF RABBI AKlvA? pieces of stone. People came up 
a tablet to begin their school-

th~t you don't know something. 
phorically receive the Torah, we ing - are almost identical. In 
display our love for the Torah. At age 40, Rabbi Akiva went 

to him and asked, 'What are you 
the jlht image of Moses, the This Shavuot, as we prepare 

with his son to learn Torah from 
doing?' He replied, 'I am uproot-

letters are flying off the tab-
to receive the Torah anew, and 

MOSES SHATTERED THE TABLETS 
a teacher of young students. ing them and placing them in li:ts as they wrestle with each reexamine our relationship with 

When Moses went up to Rabbi Akiva said, "My master, the Jordan River.' They said, other; in the second image, the 
the Torah, we should draw on 

receive the Ten Command-
teach me Torah." Rabbi Akiva 

'You will never be able to uproot 
tablets are full ofletters and 

the message of Rabbi Akiva. 
ments, he was elated. When held one end of a tablet, and 

the entire mountain.' The stone-
words. It is as if, hundreds of 

he came down and saw that his son held the other end. The 
cutter continued until he came generations later, Rabbi Akiva 

Elliot Kaplowitz, Iyyun Fellow, 
the Children oflsrael had teacher wrote the letters ale[, upon a large rock. He got under- is making amends for the tragic Joseph Meyerhoff Center for Jewish 
constructed the golden calf, bet, and Rabbi Akiva learned 

neath it, uprooted it and placed events that led to the shatter- Learning. 
he said to himself: "How can 

them. Alef, tav, and Rabbi Akiva 
it in the Jordan. He said to the ing of the first set of tablets. Reprinted with permission from 

I give them the tablets - I will learned them. He continued 
rock, 'Your place is not here 

Rabbi Akiva' s beginnings offer www.hillel.org. 
make them deserving of death, until he had learned the entire (on the mountain), but here (in insight i~to the frame uf mind to 
for it says in the Ten Com- the river).'" This is what Rabbi 
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APPLIANCES 

Stainless Refrigerators and Ranges 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

or Ava 
The GOVERNOR i1 a proud pro~dor of quality 
affordable housing for pe~on16l+ with qualifying 

These homes are contained within a beautifully 
restored l 860'1 convent on 1he East Side of 
Pro~dence. We encourage you to visil the property. 

125 Governor Street • Providence 
Call: 401 -272-3360 

E-mail: thegovernor@winnco.com 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE 
~SITIONS 

STU ALTMAN 
401-331-SOLD (7653) 

DOWNSIZING ? FORECLOSING ? MOVING ? 

BUYING: 

ADVERTISING, BOOKS, CLOCKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, GLASS 
LAMPS, LIGHTERS, MILITARY, PAINTINGS, PAPER, PHOTOS, 

POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, WATCHES, ETC. 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQ!JES 
781-344-6763 

WE IUY: 

♦ SILVER 6 SILVERPLATE 

• Jewelry 
liii5l!lil • China, Glass 

♦ Aci;:essories 
♦ A1na11G Ou oe U1usuu 

ANTIQUES 

Otitis & ~l'lti , a'&Ies 
An eclectic boutique wi th a fine selection of affordable 

.,._ Furnishings, Lighting, Art & Costume Jewelry 
ranging from Victorian to I 950's & Danish 
Modem with almost everything in between! 

285 Bullocks Poin1 Ave~ Hours of Operation 
Riverside, RI 02915 Tue. & Thur. 12-8 
(401 ) 433-3333 Wed. Fri. Sat. Sun. 10-4 

BARIBAR MITZVAH & EvE~T LocATIO~s 

AMALFI FINE CATERING 
NARRA GANSETT 

% tea Caterer of t f,e 'Year 
IBy 1/if,oae l sCa ntfJfospitalit y 4, 'Tourism 

40 I. 792.3539 - www.amalficaterers.com 

CHESTER HOUSE FINE CATERING 
WESTERLY 

Exqu isite Cou ntry Style Elegance 
40 1. 596.8222 - www.thech este rhouse.com 

lfifoti f}/t~ CJfo,,tn,? ~0yaut~ CJ;- f}/t~ 

Y!:Ja~"t"'? 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY & SELL RARECotNS, ----.....1 
• RARECOrNs BU WON & GOLD JEWELRY NOW AVAILABLE : ~:;:,:cv ---~~~~. I EagleSilverOotlan, 

• GOLD JEWILRY & WATCHES Drff GoldCJ>in, & Es1at, 
•ANTIQUES, STIRUNGSILVER -.JI JeweltyanclS...., 
• COINS&BARS PRICES ProofSel!,Cain& 
• US AND FOREK;N S~ Allums 
• PCGS-NGC •uthorized 

POI.Ill m:•tlNC. 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCArroN 39 YEARS· LC 8041 

Serving banks,anomey,,estate.s 
and the public for over 40 yea". 

401-861-7640 

CmtPrTER REPAIR & SERYICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair• On-Site Service 

Networking • Installation/Set-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr, 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 ! 

&.di.IL 

Computers • TVs Services & Repair 
• MAC • PC • UNIX • 
On-Site Services • Installation. 

Database-driven web applications: FileMaker • MySQL. 
Networks , Internet Security • VPN . 

Emergency Computer Repair. 

CALL 401-714-4513 

fo~ Larry B. Parness 
S A 

MBA 

Tax Preparation • Financial Planning 
Business Consultant 

401-454-0900 • parnessl@ix.netcom.com 

128 Dorrance St. •Suite 520 • Providence, RI 02903 
You've known me for your taxes .. . 

Now see me for the rest of your financial story. 

HEALTH 
More than 17 years experience 

Worked in one of the nation's first lymphedema clinics in N.V.C. 

DR. Vooocc'·.. . I.··- "'- . 

• Lymphedema • 
Pre-Surgery Preparation , Pre/Post Cosmetic Surgery 

Post-Surgery Recovery • Stress Reduction A House calls available on the East Side of Providence 

._,- Polly C. Jiacovelli, L.M.T., c.L.T., L.A.H. 
NAVAL'f® 401-861-2125 

odiura S. 'Neve(, 'MV 

Gynecology ' 
725 Reservoir Avenue 

Suite 100 
Cranston, RI 02910 

401-272-2562 
Fax 401-272-9617 

e-mail nevelmd@hotmail.com 

FOR BUSINESS DIRECTORY WEB AND DISPLAY ADVERTISING CON1iACT: 
FRANKZASLOFF • 4O1-421-4111,ext.16O 

E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

READ US ON-LINE WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
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RITUAL DIRECTOR/ 
EDUCATOR 

Voice & Herald Classified 

Temple Emanu-EI, is seeking 
a Ritual Director/Educator. 
Major responsibilities include: 
daily Minyan coverage; daily 
and Shabbat Torah reading; 

training and scheduling lay Torah 
readers; B'nai Mitzvah training; 
miscellaneous administrative 
obligations; and, if the candidate 
has the appropriate skills, a 
High Holiday Cantorial pulpit 
at a large second service. 
Interested applicants should 

forward resumes to Gershon 
Levine, Executive Director. If by 
email, to glevine@teprov.org. If 
by mail, to Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Avenue, Providence, Rhode 
Island 02906. 

HELP FOR THE ELDERLY 

Help available for elderly 
needing transportation. 
References available. Call 401-
421-7672. 

Send CLASSIFIEDS to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org; mail 
to: 130 Sessions St, Provi
dence, RI 02906. Include 
name & phone number. 

L 
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HOME CO\IPUTER NETWORK TECHNOLOGY 

., . 
't 

· 1111cg:r.t1.i11g hu,m; M.:curily lcch 11ulo1:,'lcs 1.hat rangt.: from stealth monitoring 
sollwarc.on ) 'Our ch.ildrcn;s compuler to advanced SmarL--Homc Security 
cameras aud Nanny cams. 111is is ju.-.l a sample of the many services pro"idcd. 
· 1111cgrating Nctwork. t.cchnologk-,i that can range from c.lcvicc sharing, printer 
sharing, firewalls, Antivirus systems that automaticall)' 1wotet1 your entire 
w mpul.ing environment and help keep your personal i11fom1;ltion safe from 

~IJ!JlUlcr thicvcsl...5.!JlllJ~ lcr hackers and d1c ~ ~le rig~ncx~ 
• n id )'OU ever \.\ish that you could ,-,peak lnfonnally one o n one with a 
local Syslcms Engineer an<l ask t.hcm those qut;Stiort5 that really concern )'ou? 
Call Michael Dooley, our Senior S)'stcm,'1 Engineer, di rect))' ill 401..,,)69-8040 
mc111ion this AD co<lc 41 74 and speak \\1 lh him fo r 1.5 minutes at no cosL 

4 Kcudall Drive Li11co l11 , RI 02865 phonc:40 1-569-8040/ 401-241-5~67 

HOl\ilE IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom In Rhode Island 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 I FREEWAY DRIVE 

CRANSTON, RI 
401 -467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1300 

•T•I• 
Hyannis, MA ~ <c, 

I-508-775-4115 '1rru~fi tt-o~ · F,',UCETI·' 
~'"'\OB/NSON 

bathsplashshowroom.com J<:_ suP,:.:L,f,. co. 

~ 

1064 Fall River Ave. (Rt.6) 

Seekonk, MA 

CWoodModl 
~ 

508.336 .3111 • 877.336.3111 
www.foxkitchen .com 

Walls 
Ceiling• 
Etc .... 

&,j/,m 0111·· mo,lti !IJ,(J_••~,!_1!tt«,s 

~ 
HORACIO PIRES 

PAINTING 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

FREE ESTIMATES 

We Use The 
Best Paints 

For A Better Job Call 
H. PIRES 

(401) 438-1072 
Phone and Fax Number 

The place to advertise 

1beJEWISH V01a:&lfuwn 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

j~lasterptere tatnttng 
anb ]Restoration 

"Outstanding workmawhip! &quiiitr multi' 

♦ Interior & Exterior Painting Certifial Lead Abatement ♦ 
♦ Faux Hnishes Power Washing ♦ 

Brian Farley, Owner 
401-231-4653 

Come and iee our (Urrent project al 177 Armistice Blvd. 

LAWYER 

Law Offices of Ronald C. Markoff 
0 ona10 11 1 r.O 

Karenann McLoughlin 
Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: ( 40 I) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com ~ 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

•One Wellness Center• 
Kristen Laliberte Casey. LMT 

Hope Artiste Village 
I 005 Main Street Unit I I 6 
Pawtucket RI 02860 

401.728.8018 

www.onewellnessmassage.com 

• Reiki 
• Post Injury Massage 

• Cancer Appropriate Massage 
• Chronic & Migraine Pain Relief 

PET SERVICES 

Is Your Yard 
Full of It? 

ELlTE 
Pu,·:s1CAL,'f'nUAl'Y 

"I tried 01l1tr placts, but co11ld nnrr fttm lo gel total 
rditf. With tht u.sr of JOUr ttchniquts & ,onm1itmt1d, 
it's hard lo !Hlitn• tluu J once had o problt m.'' - FM 

Nt,'K Ru.m~G Dl'OP1,cmw Nu1\'Y 

In Pain? We Can Help. 
NOW AL.SO AT 285 GOVERNOR STREET 

11 , ■ -• .w. A WALKING DISTANCE FROM 

El BROWN UNIVERSITY! 

0800 
ours! 

P\'.CO m 

\\ 11,"' \\ \!',,I I· 11\lt:'! r1u: ( ' ll()l( "E ,, ) (JI R, : (;n · Kl-.."'il 1. 1, Ttll> \) '. 

PLUMBING & ff EATING 

cs 0 
5-'" PLUMBING & HEATING 

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL - RESIDEl'ffiAL 

161 ADMJRALSTREET 
PROYlDENCE, RI 02908 

401-421-1358 

Neal Lund Davidlund ~ 

Specializing In Service for Seniors 
to keep you safe and secure In your home. 

• Property Maintenance and i'Aanagement 
• Safety Inspections and Upgrades to : 

• minimize fall risks 
• maximize convenience, efficiency 

and safety 
• Improve security 
• Driving and other services available 

Wayne Roscnber!j 
Tel, 401-273-4642 • Mobile, 617-633-6()(12 
www.rentamensch.us RI. Reg. #29694 

Bene, Than a BHlboard 
FOR LESS THAN $26 PER ISSUE, 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! 

Contact: 
FRANKZASLOFF • 401-421-4111,ext.160 

E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

~. 
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Howard Brynes, 67 
PROVIDENCE - Howard Brynes, 
a mortgage broker, died May 9. 
Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Charles and Adele (Lamchick) 
Brynes, he was a lifelong resident 
of Rhode Island. He attended 
URI, attended services at Touro 
Synagogue and served in the 
Rhode Island National Guard. 

He is survived by his partner, 
Amy Creegan, and their son Charlie ; 
his children, Andrew Brynes and 
his wife Lynn, of Baltimore, Md., 
and Erica Brynes and her partner 
Gena Ninivaggio, of Walnut Creek, 
Calif.; his sister, Sherry Hunter, of 
Aventura, Fla. ; his brother, Peter 
Brynes, of Royal Palm Beach, 
Fla. ; and his grandchild, Sophie. 

Donations may be made to 
the Warwick Chapter of The 
American Cancer Society. 

Irving "Sonny" 
Chorney, 82 

ELSEWHERE - Irving "Sonny" 
Chorney, of 4 Bristol Circle, 
Boynton Beach, Fla., died May 
22 in Bethesda Medical Center. 

He was the husband of Anita 
(Shore) Chorney. Born in Provi

dence, a son of the 
~ late Harry and Evelyn 
~ (Rutman) Chorney, 

he had lived in Boyn
ton Beach for 20 years, previ
ously residing in Cranston. 

The owner of the former Alga 
Plastics in Cranston, he attended 
Dartmouth and was a World 
War II Navy veteran. He was a 
past president of the Providence 
Hebrew Free Loan Association, a 
member of Overseas Lodge of the 
Masons, Touro Fraternal Associa
tion and the Jewish War Veterans. 

He was the father of Alan David 
Chorney of Dix Hills, N.Y. and Dr. 
Gail Susan Chorney of New York 
City, N.Y.; the brother of Debo
rah Chorney of Narragansett and 
the late Betty Abramson and 

Miriam Geller; and the grandfa
ther of Eric, Michael and Lee. 

Contributions in his memory may 
be made to your favorite charity. 

Yakov Goloborodko, 88 
PROVIDENCE - Yakov Golo
borodko, of Providence, died 
May 14. He was the husband 
of the late Bella (Berger) Golo
borodko. Born in Ukraine, he 
was a son of the late Boris and 
Maria (Laifer) Goloborodko. 

He was a jewelry designer 
for Giovanni Jewelers for many 
years. He served in the Soviet 
Army from 1941-1944. He 
attended college for a business 
degree and he was also a former 
member ofTemple Ema nu-El. 

He is survived by his children, 
Lina Goikhman and her husband 
Zinovy, of Cranston; and Gregory 
Goloborodko-Berger and his 
wife Nina, of Winchester, Mass.; 
grandchildren, Renata, Michelle, 
and Bryan; and his brother, Isaac 
Goloborodko, of Baltimore, Md. 

Donations may be made to 
Berkshire Place Nursing Home. 
455 Douglas Ave., Providence, R.I. 
02908. 

Elisabeth Hahn, 101 
BOGOTA, Colombia - Elisabeth 
Hahn, of Bogota, Colombia, died 
May 9 in Bogota. She was the 
daughter of Arthur and Babette 
Frank, of Munich, Germany, and the 
wife of the late Simon Hahn. She 
and her husband were both born 
and raised in Germany, but escaped 
from Hitler's Germany in 1933. 
Unable to qualify for admission 
to the United States, they settled 
in Columbia, where they knew 
people and had business contacts. 

She was the mother of Susan 
Hahn Brown and her husband Ste
phen Brown, of Warwick; and Eva 
Hahn Tellez and her late husband 
Julio Tellez, of Bogota, Colom-
bia. She was the grandmother of 
Allan and Roberta Brown, of the 

Ten Years of Dedicated Service! 

The Only Family-Owned 
Jewish Funeral Home 

in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-777 I 

L"'-!!{ Certified by the 
;;:~) R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Michael o. Smith Pre-Need Programs Available 
l. iccnsc<l Funeral Di rector Wheelchair Accessible 

Obituaries 
United States, and Miguel Tellez, 
Claudia Herrera and the late 
Patricia Tellez, of Bogota, Colom
bia; and the great-grandmother 
of Ian and Laurel , of the United 
States, and Camilo, Diego, Gabri
ela and Alejandro. of Colombia. 

Contributions may be made 
to the R.I. Jewish Historical 
Association, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

Tilly (Davis) Joslow, 9S 
PROVIDENCE - Tilly Joslow, of 
Providence, died May 16. She was 
the wife of the late Jack Joslow. 

Born in Lawrence, Mass., a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Anne (Shrager) Davis, she had 
been a resident of New York City. 
N.Y. and Boston. Mass. before 
moving to Providence in 1995. A 
1935 graduate of Radcliffe College, 
she worked as an administrator for 
the Joint Distribution Committee 
in New York City for 20 years. 

She is survived by her brother, 
Philip Davis and his wife Hadas
sah, of Providence; and several 
nieces, nephews, and step-grand
children. She was the sister of 
the late Hy and Bernard Davis. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

Muriel Brown Martin, 95 
TIVERTON - Muriel Martin died 
May 16 at her home in Tiverton, 
after a short illness. She was 
born April 19, 1914 in Rockville, 
Conn., to Morris Brown and 
Bertha Eisenberg Brown. 

A 1936 graduate in economics 
from the University of Connecticut, 
she married Dr. Edward Martin in 
1939. She lived most of her married 
life in New Britain, Conn,. where 
she raised her three children. For 
the last 15 years, she had lived 
in Rhode Island, first in Warren 
and more recently in Tiverton. 

She was active in a number of 
organizations, including Temple 
B'nai Israel in New Britain, Conn., 
and served as the president of 
its Board of Education and as a 
member of its Board ofTrustees. 
She was devoted to Hadassah 

---.. 
and served as treasurer and the 
editor of the newsletter for the 
Connecticut region and sev
eral times as president of the 
New Britain. Conn. chapter. 

She is survived by her husband 
of 70 years, Edward, her children 
Steven (Lynn Blankfort) , of Mill 
Valley, Calif.; Margo Grodsky, of 
Boston, Mass. ; and Jeffrey (Barbara 
Gee). of Portsmouth; her grand
children, Lisa and Jason Grodsky, 
Mather, Samara, and Danya Martin. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Shalom, 223 Valley 
Road , Middletown, R.I. 02842. 
To share memories w ith her 
family. please visit online at 
www.weinsteinmortuary.com. 

Stephanie A. (Nachbar) 
Rainey, 41 

ATTLEBORO, Mass. - Stephanie 
Rainey, of Attleboro. Mass., 
died May 25. She was the 
wife of Neal W . Rainey. 

Born in Providence, she was 
the daughter of Milton and Rona 
(Namerow) Nachbar. She was a 
guidance counselor in Providence 
at Roger Williams Middle School. 

Besides her husband and 
parents, she is survived by her 
daughters, Rachel and Rebecca. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Temple Beth-El. 

Phyllis Sigal, 78 
NARRAGANSETT - Phyllis Sigal, 
of Narragansett, and Singer Island, 
Fla., died May 12, at home sur
rounded by her family. She was the 
wife of the late Irving Sigal to whom 
she had been married for 55 years. 

Born in Hartford, Conn., she was 
the daughter of the late Ralph and 
Alice (Horowitz) Slobodien. She 
was a graduate of Skidmore College. 
She was a member ofT em pie Beth
El, Ledgemont Country Club, and 
a life-long member of The Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association. 

She is survived by her children 
Andrew (Shelley) Sigal, Jamie 
(Brock) Manville, Susan (David) 
Bazar, and Steven (Judy) Sigal; 
her grandchildren Elizabeth, 
Mark, 9rew, William, Meredith, 

Caroline, Alexandra, Cameron, 
Jonathan, Ross, and Anya ; and 
her cousin Morley Gann. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Miriam Hospital Foun
dation, 164 Summit Ave . 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

Lisa L. Sonnenschein, 90 
PROVIDENCE - Lisa Sonnen
schein, of Providence, died May 

25 with her family 
by her side. She 
was the wife of 
the late Henry Son
nenschein. She 
was a daughter of 
the late Hlafo and 
Malka (Rubin) Labi. 

Born in Bengasi, Libya in an 
Italian colony, she was fluent in 
four languages: Italian, Arabic, 
German and English. She and 
her late husband Henry were 
Holocaust survivors who met in 
a displaced persons· camp in Italy 
and lived there for many years 
following World War II. When 
they moved to the United States 
with their three children, they lived 
on the East Side of Providence. 

A seamstress by trade, she 
owned her own business for many 
years on Braman Street. She 
became a volunteer and then an 
activity aide/ho~se seamstress 
at Summit Pavilion'0n North 
Main Street, Providence until her 
retirement at age 85. She was also 
a volunteer sewing instructor at 
Hamilton House for many years. 

She was the mother of·Teo 
Sonnenschein, of Colorado, Bruno 
Sonnenschein, of West Green
wich, and Lillian Sonnenschein, 
RN, of South Kingstown. She 
was the grandmother of Brian and 
Lee Mastrobuono, and Samuel 
Evers Sonnenschein, and mother
in-law of Brenda Evers Son
nenschein. She had eight siblings 
who settled in Israel following 
World War II and she leaves many 
nieces and nephews there. 

Donations may be made in her 
memory to URI Foundation G 
715, College of Nursing, 2 Heath
man Road, Kingston, R.I. 02881. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

* 

I . 

Locally operated to meet your personal rieeds 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEMORIAL~~ 

CHAPEL :.~ 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 
(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

Fax: (401) 331 -9379 

Ira Jay Fleisher, Funeral Director 

Jill E. Sugarman, Funeral Director 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

Call for a free preneed planning guide. 



Dr. Lauren Beth Engel and 
Todd Mitchell Brenner, both of 
Waltham, M ass., were marri ed 

Leadership Honor 

Brett Amaral, formerly of 
Cranston, will attend the Junior 
National Young Leaders Confer
ence in W ashington, D.C. in June 
2009. H e is one of more than 
250 middle school students who 
wil l participate in the leadership 
conference, "Voices of Leader
ship: Reflecting on the Past to 
Create the Future." Brett was 
chosen by the Congressional 
Youth Leadership Council. 

H e has maintained a straight-A 
average for the past three years. 

H e is the son of M eredith W eis
man-Amaral and Rick Amaral, 
formerly of Cranston and now of 
El Mirage, A riz., the grandson 
of Fran and Jack Walsh, formerly 
ofVVarwick and now of Surprise, 
Ariz., and the great-grandson of 
Mollie Feldman, formerly of War
wick and now of Surprise, Ariz. 

Graduation Honors 

Allison Kayla Smith , of 
Tewksbury, M ass ., the daughter 
of Richard and Lori (Strauss) 
Smith, is graduating magna cum 
laude from Lehigh University, 
with a B.A. in psychology and 
a minor in Jewish studies. 

She has been awarded the 
President's Scholarship from 
Lehigh University and will 
pursue her master's degree there 
in the fall. 

on March 29 at Temple Beth 
Emunah in Lexington, Mass. 
Rabbi D avid Lerner offi ciated. 

The daughter of Nina and 
Robert E ngel of ew City, 
N.Y., and g randdaughter of 
Lillian Engel of Chicago, 
TU. , the bride graduated from 
Brandeis University in 1991 
and the New England College 
of Optometry in 1995. She is 
an optometrist with H arvard 
Vang uard in Boston, .Mass . 

The son of Marjory and Gerald 
Bren ner of W oonsocket, the 
groom graduated from Brandeis 
University in 1993 and works as a 
product support specialist at Md
lipore, Inc., in D anvers, Mass. 

The groom's son, Jared 
Brenner, ofWaltham, M ass ., was 
the ring bearer. The bride's niece, 
Jocelyn Baker, of San M ateo, 
Ca li f., was the flower girl. 

& a 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Birth 
Jennje and Russ~ Tanner, 

of\Vest Sacramento, Calif. , 
announce the April 12th birth of 
their son, Ari Nathan. The grand
parents are Joanie and Jeff Book
binder ofWarwick, Bruce Kay of 
Phdadelphia, Penn., and D onna 
and Messias M atos ofVoluntown, 
Conn. Ari is the great-grandson 
of Essie and Alan Kay of Florida 
and the late Barbara and Norman 
Levine of Providence. 

Melvin and Arlene 
Landesberg celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversa ry with a 
dinner and dance hosted 
by d1eir children at the 
Venus de Milo in Swan
sea , M ass. on J\fay 2. 

Melvin and the 
former Arlene ilver
man met while students 
at URI and were mar
ried on M ay 3, 1959, at 
Temple Beth David in 
Providence. The couple 
began thei r married 
life in Seekonk , M ass. 
In 1972, they moved with their 
chddren to Kwajalein, M arshall 
Islands where they spent five 
years. Upon returning to the 
U.S. , d1ey moved to Medfield, 
Mass. and now live in Tiverton. 

The couple have three daugh
ters, Karen and her husband 
D avid Steinfeld, and thei r 

Arlene and Melvin Landesberg 

children Michael and Jordan, 
of Rockville, Md; Jill and her 
husband Vmcent Boyle, and 
their ch ildren Aliyal1 and 
Joshua, of Key W est, Fla.; and 
Ilise and her husband John 
Samolyk and their daughter 
Bryanna , of Franklin, M ass. 

invisalign 
Have you always dreamed of having straight teeth, but didn't want 
to wear metal braces? 
If so, Invisalign® may be right for you. 
Contact Dr. Jordan Jaffe today for a complimentary consultation 
to find out if you are a candidate for Invisalign@ treatment. 
Eligible patients will receive a $300 discount off of Invisalign® 
treatment during the month of June. 

$300 6FF* 
147 County Road 

Barrington, RI 
orthodontic 

l * A full lnvisa1ign® case for qualified patients during the month o f June 

1 
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WQRK: Made more humane by pets 
From Page 27 

hila rious - Benjy's favorite song 
is "Shalom Aleichem." And he 
dutifully - and eagerly - looks 
forwa rd to his share of the challah. 

BAILEY, TH E GOLDEN DOODLE 

"Is Bailey going to work 
today?' is a question often posed 
in the home shared by Gary 
Kau fman and his wife , Miriam 
Ross. Kaufman, principal with 
Redwood Environmental Group, 
an enviromnental consulting 
firm, and Ross , an attorney, also 
share offi ce space on Providence's 
East Side, and frequently bring 
Bai ley, thei r two-year-old 
goldendooclle (a cross between a 
golden retriever and a poodle) to 
work with them. 

Ross, who calls Bailey, the 
"office assistant" explains that she 
has the perfect temperament and, 
even without puppy kinderga rten 
or other obedience classes, she's 
very calm. "She's demonstrated 
her ability to be here at work 
with us, and we don't want her 
stayi ng alone at home," says Ross . 

"When we travel for personal rea
sons or are out on our boat, she's 
with us. We go out of our way to 
fi nd dog-friendly hotels." 

Utterly relaxed and oblivious 
to the world, Bailey was splayed 
out on a carpet in the reception 
area, during most of the interview 
with her human parents. I was 
envious that Bailey seemed so 
Zen-like, in contrast to my much 
older, though less well-behaved, 
standard poodle, Sylvie. 

"If we both have meetings 
out of the office or we have new 
clients coming in, we'll leave her 
at home," says Kaufman , who 
doesn't take Bailey out on envi
ronmental consulting jobs with 
him. Two to three times a week, 
visitors to tl1eir offi ce will fi nd 
Bai ley holding down the fort, 
rather than at their nea rby home. 

Do you bring your pet to work? 
Contact us at voiceherald@jf ri.org 
or Editor, The Voice & Herald, 
130 Sessions St ., Providence, R .J. 
0290, lo share yourslory/ photos. 

Mordecha i Oser, Shira Krinsky and Shaina Martin at the May 12 
Lag B'Omer parade . Sponsored by t he Chabad of Rhode Is land , the 

parade made its way down Ho pe Street in Providence. 

THANKS TO ADLER 's Hardware for donating gallons of paint that 
volunteers from Eli Lilly used to repaint the playhouse on May 20 

at Meeting Street School. 

GAR Y KAUF MAN with his t w o-year-o ld go ldendood le, Ba iley. 

, whether you share 
your home wi th Fluffy, Fido, or Kelev (posing at 
right), we'd love to include their pictures in our 

July 24 issue of The Voice & Herald, Pets on Parad e. 

SEND US their pi ctu res, their names and their 
owner's name to The Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
Street, Providence, RI 02906, or e-mail photos in jpeg 
format (high reso lution) to voicehera ld@jfri .org. 

If you want the pictures returned, you must include a 
se lf-addressed stamped envelope. 

Congratulations! 
WE WILL BE HONORING all the winners in 

our Best of Jewish Rhode lslancl 
2009 inaugural poll- In the June 12 
issue of The Voice & Herald. 

We are thrilled w ith the strong 
reader response w ith votes being 
cast both online and throug~ the 
printed newspaper. 1 

Winners wi ll be contacted shortly. 

Thank you 
Jewish Rhode Island! 

Photo by Nanc y Kl1$Ch 
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LETTERS FROM CAMP JORI 
100 years of helping children develop into responsible young Jewish adults 

A history of the ~~:~:tt:'ct~e~~ themselves and to ~·• '~ mr;,,1..:-1" 
Jewish ChildrenS Throughoutitshistory, 

home in Rhode ;i~{i1:esr~c:::. ~~1a%;.ake 

Island Auxiliary was organized in 1912 
and provided all the furnishings 
for the Orphanage and distrib
uted traditional tin collection 
boxes. They financed repairs and 
improvements, and worked to 

liquidate the mortgage on the 
property (1920). 

BY MICHAEL S HUSTER 

Special to 1he Voiu & Herald 

F:OM ITS INCEP
ION 100 years ago, 

the JORI organization 
as put one fundamental 

goal above all else - to be a cata
lyst in helping children develop 
into responsible young Jewish 
adults. For 100 years, a commit
ted group of volunteers, most 
always functioning with limited 
resources, has worked tirelessly 
with this one goal in mind. Over 
the years, while the emphasis has 
changed, the mission of develop
ing Jewish youth has remained 
the same. 

In 1922, the Board voted to 
build a new "fireproof' building 
at 164 Summit Ave. with a capi
tal campaign goal ofS125,000. 
Groundbreaking occurred on 
May 6, 1923, and the dedication 
on October 5, 1925, with 1,500 
guests in attendance. The build
ing had a capacity of74 children 
with a modern, attractive red 
brick structure. It provided 
roomy quarters for sleeping, 
dining, and study, adequate 
facilities for play and recreation, 
and a spacious combination 
auditorium-gymnasium. Fur
nishings were entirely financed 
by the Ladies' Auxiliary. 

From left: Jason Fried, Melanie Vasilew, Halee Brown, Andrew Quackenbush, Brian Veltri, Dana Labitt, 
and Lilia Kirtley, in front of a dining room mural at Camp JORI. 

The organization evolved from 
a small home on Willard Avenue 
founded in 1908 and run by 
Congregation Machzeda Hadas 
to a second building on Orms 
Street. The facilities ran into 
financial difficulties and merged 
into the H ome for Jewish Chil
dren "to provide for the wants of 
orphans, abandoned and desti
tute children, provide for their 
education and maintenance, and 
provide a home and shelter." 

In 1909, the organization 
was incorporated as the Jewish 
Orphanage of Rhode Island. 
A large 2-1/2 story mansion at 
1213 North Main was purchased 
for S6,100, with a mortgage of 
S4,300. lnJune 1910, 35 children 
moved in under the direction of 
Mrs. Ida Bolotow, matron. 

Children attended three neigh
borhood public schools; one was 
in high school. Boys were given 
Hebrew instruction every after
noon and two celebrated their 
bar mitwah during the first year, 
performing "with considerable 

In 1936, the Board determined 
that the orphanage should take 
respite at the beach and rented 
homes at Cronin's Beach in 

particular personality and calls 
for an individual approach and 
technique - the needs of each 
child are discovered and met ... 
The quality and quantity of 
our service lies primarily in the 
enlarged opportunities given .. 
it lies in the faith, ideals, hopes 

With the orphanage closed, 
the mission of the organization 
changed to one of providing 
children with a positive Jewish 
camping experience without 
regard to ability to pay. Although 
recent research has shown the 
positive benefits derived from 

Jewish overnight camp-

:u~:~es:t~:~s(~~tr .~. "In 2009. JORI has enrolled a 
ing, the Board's leadership 
understood intuitively the 
health, developmental, and 
Jewish religious and cultural 
benefits from camping. 

th, Ch,k, Ro,d propeny record number of children." 
was purchased for S4,250 
plus S11 ,250 for the con- -
struction ofbuildings. The 
new camp was opened in July 
1937. 

At the 31st anniversary, Super
intendent Maurice Stollerman 
reported, "I present to you, ladies 
and gentlemen, 'our family' living 
serenely in a spiritual kindergar
ten, learning to spell God and 
American ideals with the proper 
blocks; children with a sense of 
security, clothed with self-respect 
and dignity, who are making a 
diligent effort to prepare for their 
life's problems ... Each child is a 

and ambitions for our children as 
well as in the increased sense of 
their appreciation for the ideals of 
American democracy." 

However, by 1943, the orphan
age population decline reflecting 
a change in economic climate 
and a change in social policy 
from orphanage care to foster 
care due to the federal programs. 
The orphanage building was 
sold to the Miriam H ospital for 
S60,000. The JORI Board sub
sequently donated S20,000 of the 
proceeds back to the hospital. 

In the post World War 
11 period under the leadership of 
Joseph Galkin, camp administra
tor, refugees from Europe were 
brought to the camp and the 
camp population was expanded. 
In 1948, Leo Weiss was named 
camp director and two additional 
cabins were built. The Board 
also created a college scholarship 
fund, once again reflecting a goal 
of developing Jewish youth. The 
scholarship program ran from 
1948-1962, with 307 awards 
made and S69,787 given. 

From 1948-1971, the camp 

grew under the leadership of Leo 
and Sophie Wciss. The camp's 
small size and limited facilities 
were more than offset by the 
sense of community created at 
JORI. The "Camp JORJ spirit" 
provided a wonderful experience 
for hundreds of children each 
summer. 

With Leo's retirement in 
1971, Marshall Gerstenblatt was 
named camp director in 1972. 
Marshall and Barbara main
tained the camp sense of com
munity and further enhanced 
the camp experience through 
program improvements, updat
ing of camp policies, and a 
refreshing new approach. Early 
in Marshall's tenure the Board 
purchased the Windmill prop
erty adjacent to camp and new 
athletic facilities were developed. 
This also permitted camp enroll
ment to grow as more cabin space 
became available. 

Marshall retired in 1993 and 
after a brief period was succeeded 

See CAMP, Page 31 
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