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In the eye of 
the storm:A 

Jewish blogger 
in the midst of 

Gustav 
Lifelong New 

Orleans resident 
chronicled his 

experience during 
Hurricane Gustav 

on his blog 
Br AL.\." S~1ASON 

JTA STAFF WRJ TER 

EW ORLEANS - Mv 
-..-orst fears have been real
ized. A storm with the 
potential to be worse than 
H urricane Katrina seems 
destmed to hit cw Orleans. 

I am frightened. I should be 
hoofing it right about now, but 
I know that my true rcspon
ibil,ty is to let people know 

what ,s happening here. I have 
the resources to do &o and 
will be dumb enough to be 
prepared to hunlcu down and 
deal with th, natural d,sastc.r. 

S..e HURRICANE, Page 11 

Rising fuel, food 
• pr1ces squeeze 

R.I. Food Bank 
Corporate citizens offer help 

by the truckload 
BYMARY KORR 

Contributing Smior Writer 

PROVIDENCE - This is one bank 
with a deficit in its holdings. 

At first glance, the R.I. Food Bank looks 
fully stocked. Volunteers inspect and sort 
boxes and cans in the warehouse that will 
go to 300 member agencies in the food 
network. There's fresh farm produce and 
even a container of Matw farfel on one shelf, 
between buttery corn and black-eyed peas. 

"We'll get more kosher donations right 
after the High H olidays," says Andrew R. 
Schiff, the organization's executive director 
since May 2007. "People in Rhode Island 
are incredibly generous. The response we 
get to food drives is extraordinary." 

Extraordinary, but perhaps not enough. 
An adjacent storage room in the distribution 
center tells a different story. Schiff points out 
the rows of empty industrial steel shelves. 
The price of both food and fuel is up, the 
demand is growing, and donations are down. 

Current conditions - foreclosures on homes 
and rental properties, state budget slashes to 

See NEEDY, Page 8 

Photo by Mary ICorr 

R.I. FOOD BANK EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANDREW 
SCHIFF, above, met recently with state and 
federal representatives from the U.S. Social 
Security Administration and from the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Reform rabbis 
embrace ethical 

kashrut 
Positive fallout from 
agriprocessors scandal 
NEWYORK(JTA) 
- The Reform movement's 
rabbinical group endorsed 
the Conservative movement's 
ethical kosher initiative. 

The Board ofT rustees of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, the Reform movement's 
rabbinical association, resolved 
last month to ~-plore ways to 
cooperate with the initiative, 
known as Hekhsher T zedek. 

The conference urged produc
ers of kosher meat to adhere to 
the highest ethical standards, 
applauded the Conserva-
tive movement for integrating 
ethical concerns into kashrul 
and encouraged Reform Jews to 
consider the initiative's gu ide
lines in making dietary choices. 

"Those who keep kosher, 
including the growing number of 
Reform Jews who are embracing 
the observance of kashrut, should 
not be forced to choose between 
their rirual observance and their 
ethical values," the Rc.fonn 
conference said . purred 111 Luge 

See REFORM , Page 12 

JFRI Launches - Hineni 2009 Community Campaign 
Ancient calling 

ha new meaning 
as Annual 

( ommunity 
Ctmzpai~n begins 
with the theme 

Hincm - Here I am 

theme because, like our 
ance~ tN who took a stand Hineni ., 

Here I am. 

The 2009 
Annual 

Campaign 
Challenge 
- Declare 
Yourself 

this yea r's ,.imr.Hgn .-
p <ner, wh rrenou h •en eJ 

J'- PJ~c,ctle.r (d\. l"h''r- ,1 \"C 

l 1.000) ,h.m, 
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Transitions at The Voice & Herald will mark the New Year 
Korr to become 

contributing senior 
writer 

VOICE & H ERALD STAFF 

,,oiuheralt!@jfri.org 

PROVIDE 1CE - With Rosh 
H1uh,111ah approaching, The 
foiu & Herald is pleased to 

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES 

For Greater 
Rhode Island 

Sept. 5 

Sept. 12 

Sept. 19 

Sept. 26 

6:52 

6:40 

6:27 

6:15 

announce transitions with its 
staffing to begin the New Year. 

Aftes serving five years as 
editor at the newspaper, Mary 
Korr will transition to the 
position of Contributing Senior 
Writer, becoming a regular 
freelance contributor to the 
newspaper. 

"We are very pleased that 

Mary's extraordinary talents 
as a writer and a reporter will 
continue to be an important 
part of The Voice & Herald," said 
Stephen Silberfarb, executive vice 
president and CEO of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

Silberfarb also praised the 
continuing leadership of Executive 
Editor Richard Asinof and the 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"Solar equipment is an investment with a 
great payback. It lets people lock in a fixed 

cost for energy prices." 

Pete Fine 
US Solar Works 

SEE Real Este & Home Improvement Section 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

lsrael@60 
See Pages 15-30 

Real Estate & Home Improvement 
See Special Pull-out Section 
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COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

RosH HAsHANAH 

entire Voice & Herald staff "The 
Voice & Herald was a good paper 
and it only continues to improve 
as the 'voice' of Rhode Island's 
Jewish community," he said. 

This fall, when Asinof will be 
on medical leave following back 
surgery, Silberfarb said, Mark 
Binder will serve as Interim 
Editor and Nancy Kirsch will 

Charting a Course 

for Investors 

in the Micro -Cap 

St.ock Markel 

serve as Associate Editor. 
Other transitions at the 

newspaper include the departure 
of Marylyn Graff, who served 
as food columnist and editorial 
assistant for six years at The Voice 
&Herald. 

"Marylyn has been a valued 
part of our team and we will miss 
her," said Silberfarb. 

Our clients expect experience, sound research and 

prudent decisions from their investment adv isor ... 

someone who has an understand ing of micro-cap value 

and a dedication to meeting the needs of the clien t. 

To learn more about how we can he lp you achieve 

your investment goals, call us at 401 .588.5102. 

~ 
ELIOT-ROSE 
A.SS(T MAaA&l.,._l.NT 

Ga ry S. Sip e rstein President www.eliotrose.com 

sunday, sept. 14 • 9am-4pm 
community 
o en house 

r ph r 

• •01 ~OYl' avf. 
JCg or••>Of,n(•. ,, o.?906 

-- - - - -
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A conversation 
with the formerly 

retired rabbi 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nldrsch@jfri.org 

RABBI Alvan Kaunfer 
has had a very short 
etirement. As soon as 
walked into his office 

to discuss his new role at the 
Jewish Community Day School 
OCDS) on Taft Avenue, his 
Palm Pilot promptly beeped to 
remind him of our appointment. 

"I came back to give a sense of 
stabilitv and forward movement 
for the.school," said Kaunfer, 
who's played significant roles 
with JCDS, formerly the 
Solomon Schechter School. 

In the past two years, JCDS 
has seen a decline in enrollment. 
However, the recent departure 
of Rabbi Mitchell Levine was 
an opportunity for Kaunfer to 
help the school move forward. 

Even before the start of 
the school year, Kaunfer had 
accomplished his highest prior
ity goal, that of hiring the best 
Judaic studies faculty possible. 

'''We're so pleased with the 
educational expertise and 
experience these young women 
offer," said Kaunfer. "A young 
Israeli woman, an experienced 
teacher, will be here for the 
year to teach Hebrew, under 
Ruti Adler's supervision. Eliana 
Seltzer, who graduated from the 
Jewi,h Theological Seminary's 
(JTS) education department 
and who taught at the Heschel 
Day School in , ew York City, 
will teach Judaic tudies." 

(Readcrs shouldn't be sur
prised if Seltzer's name <;0unds 
familiar. Her hu<b:rnd,Joel 
Seltzer, was h, red to fill the 
rahh1rucal shoes Kau nfer left 
at Temple Emanu-EI.) 

He also want, to reacquaint 
him If ·,th the inner 

\t)tCf & Huwn 

JOS-..lt.,,........_,111 

1.c11~111·4tl 3)17"1(fu) 

I 

He's back! Alvan Kaunfer returns to JCDS 

RABBI ALVAN KAUNFER is always surrounded by books 

workings of the school and 
to participate actively as part 
of the administrative team. 

The recent trend among Jewish 
community day schools is to hire 
as school heads individuals with 
significant leadership 

in and out of the school. H e 
intends to be a highly visible 
and persuasive advocate for 
JCDS, meeting with current 
students and parents, the 
Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

a generation of literate, 
knowledgeable and involved 
Jews, and day school education 
is one of the best ways to do 
that," he said. "Outside oflsrael, 
the nirty-grirty of learning 

experience in running 
private schools, regardless 
of their religious affilia-
tion. JCDS is no differ
ent, as Bob Sarkisian, the 
new interim director, is 
not Jewish, but brings 28 
years of experience as the 
head of Meadowbrook 
School in Philadel-

"Our young and vibrant teachers 
are wonderful role models, dedi-

Jewish culture, texts 
and Hebrew can only 
be accomplished at a 
Jewish day school." 

To Kaunfer, camps 
and trips to Israel also 
offer young people 

phia. Kaunfer will offer 
Sarkisian guidance about 
Jewish rites and rituals. 

cated as they are to living Hebrew, 
Jewish text and Jewish culture all 

day long, every school day." 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 

a stronger sense of 
Jewish identity. 

How will JCDS 
makes learning Torah 
and Hebrew sweet 
for a new year? 

Kaunfer's next priority will 
keep him engaged and busy 

and synagogue leaders, and 
the community at large. 

"It's so important to create 

"The fourth graders 
play, Beat/, Torah, is virtually a 
cult offering within the JCDS 

community," Kaunfer said. 
"'They write and sing Hebrew 
songs that spoof Beatles' 
songs and relate the biblical 
stories of Jacob and Joseph." 

Kaunfer's wife, Marsha, a 
long-time teacher atJCDS 
also emerged from 'retirement' 
to return to mentor the new 
teachers and to direct "Beatle 
Torah." The z;imriyah- Hebrew 
song festival - engages the 
kids, through the day-to-day 
teaching is filled with sweetness. 

"Our young and vibrant teach
ers are wonderful role models, 
dedicated as they are to living 
Hebrew, Jewish text and Jewish 
culture all day long, every school 
day," said Rabbi Kaunfer. "We 
hope that their passion and 
enthusiasm for Jewish life will 
positively impact our young 
people as they grow into adults 
and become parents themselves." 

All good teachers continue 
their own education with 
further study and learning. 
Alvan Kaunfer is no exception; 
learning and studying bring 
him great joy and satisfaction. 
H is teaching is not confined to 
JCDS, as he'll teach rabbinic 
and Judaic education studies 
at Hebrew College in Newton 
and JTS in New York City. 

As for studying, that hap
pens with a peer learning 
group - a hevruta - and a 
long-running group of veteran 
educators and laypeople study
ing and reading Hebrew. 

Kaunfer cannot easily be 
captured in one brief story. 
Everyone knows that he finds 
sweetness in studying Torah. 
His love for sweets, however, 
extends to a little ice cream 
now and again. His dessert of 
choice is Ben & Jerry's "Cherry 
Garcia" frozen yogurt, topped 
with Brigham's hot fudge s.tuce 
and a little whipped cream. 

Non()' Kmd:i u tlv mtm,. a.uo
ciatr editnr at "JJ,, T ""' & Herald. 
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FROM THE 

ExEcUTIVE EDITOR 

A community 
conversation 

BY Rt CHARD AstNOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

I ' THI ISSUE of The Voice & 
Herald, we arc publishing our 
second Israel@60 special section. 

The first, which appeared in concert 
with the Rhode Island celebration of 
Israel@60 on June 1 at Roger Wu
Iiams Park, '"er)' much presented an 
historical overview of the first 60 
years of the State of Israel. There 
were reminiscences of 1948 and the 
struggles to establish a new nation. 

This latest section, which appears in 
concert with the Rhode Island Jewish 
community's VVaterFtre celebration 
on \,Vednesday, Sept. 17, attempts 
to be forward-looking, providing 
some "snapshots" oflsrael's future. 

Of course, Israel's survival is always 
paramount - and the threats ever pres
ent. Between Tuesday, Nov. 4, when 
the next President of the United States 
will be elected, and his inauguration 
on Jan. 20, 2009, Israel will launch a 
pre-emptive strike against the nuclear 
facilities in Iran, predicts a local prog
nosticator. lsrael cannot wait, he con
tinues, because Russia is sending new, 
sophisticated military hardware to Iran 
to create a shield around the facilities. 

In rum, he says that the most 
sophisticated U.S. radar systems 
arc now operational in Israel, being 
manned by U.S. forces. These sys
tems, he continues, would enable 
Israel to take defensive action before 
any nuclear missiles arc launched. 

Whether or not this prediction 
of the future proves to be accurate, 
the clccti.ons here in the United 
S= and in Israel have the prom
ise and potential for big changes. 

Herc at 7h, Vou:e & Herald, we 
arc also changing. After five years as 
editor, Mary Korr will be transition
mg to a new position ~ a freelance 
contributing senior writer, enabling 
her to focus on her writing. The 
Vena & Herald · privilcgcd to have 
Mary's a.ccllcnt writing and report
mg conrmumg on a regular bash. 

7h< Vou:e & Herald, editorial 
board u in the proc of welcoming 
a new wntmgcnt of manben. 

for me, the biggest dullcngc I face 
a pato<W one, - I wdl be undc:rgmn11; 

l>ack urgcry and rec~ry, whx h 
wtU rcqu,rc me to take~ nxdK.tl 
lc2"C. In my l>scr,cc, he ncw>papcr 
will be in the ,;o,.J hanru of lntcnm 
Editor M arlt Bul<kr and A ..,.,. 1•tc 
f «, 'anc,y !Ur h (~nd, of cour>e, 

Rcp<c,enutlff Frrnk z,. lnff 
nd Produwon 1anagn- l.c:•h 

yjob ully 
kt nd tn on healing. 

7bt V""' €§ llm /,I , in m:1ny way>, 
~ ttGt the 

rommuruty on with 
f I look """'rl IO rq:>t tlut 

IT SEEMS To ME 

How odd of God to choose us 
God loves all 
people equally 

N OT LONG AGO on a most 
pleasant August evening, my 
wife and I were welcoming 
Shabbat with friends of nearly 

40 years at their home in Newton, Mass. 
We were chanting the Kiddush together 

in the summer comfort of their back 

Rabbi Jim 
Rosenberg 

porch. We came to the 
words, ki vanu vacha
rta v'otanu kedashta 
mikol ha'amim (for 
You have chosen us 
and have sanctified us 
above all peoples). 

As has happened 
time after time when 
I hear these words, I 
found myself feeling 
both privileged 
and uncom-

attitude of contempt for the "other'? 
Many profoundly loyal Jews have 

been disturbed by this ancient belief 
in Jewish "chosen-ness." For example, 
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, founder of the 
Reconstructionist movement, argued 
throughout his long and productive 
life that modern Judaism has no room 
for this concept of the chosen people. 
In Rabbi Kaplan's view, this idea is a 
product of a time and a place altogether 
at odds with modern sensitivities. 

Kaplan held that every ancient people 
maintained that they had a special 
relationship with God and that we 
Jews were no different. Beginning 
with the early Middle Ages, century 
after century of persecution served to 
reinforce our conviction that we are 
God's elect; this psychological defense 
mechanism contributed to our determi
nation to affirm our Jewish identity. 

us contemporary Jews. The question of 
interpretation is ail important; for we 
must strip from the idea of"chosen
ness" anything which would move us 
to adopt a supercilious attitude towards 
other groups. Throughout my career 
I have been greatly enriched by my 
participation in interfaith dialogue. I 
could not engage in such dialogue if I 
believed for a single moment that God 
in His (or Her) infinite wisdom preferred 
Jews to Catholics or to Protestants or to 
Muslims or to Buddhists or to members 
of the Baha'i faith, for that matter. 

I would suggest that each religious 
community has had and continues to 
have its unique experience with God, 
that each community has been chosen 
by God in its special way, and that God 
calls upon each community to remain 
loyal to its own historical roots. 

Because the Jewish experience of God 
happens to be somewhat different 
from the Christian experience of 
God, it does not follow that the 
Jewish experience is true and the 
Christian experience is false, or 
vice versa. It is simply that our 
communities have taken different 
paths towards the same God. 

"I could not engage in such dialogue if I 
believed for a single moment that God 

in His (or Her) infinite wisdom preferred 
Jews to Catholics or to Protestants or to 

fortable - privileged to be able to 
partake in the richness of Jewish 
civilization, but uncomfortable 
with words which seem to imply 
that God prefers us Jews to all 
other groups, that we are some
how God's "chosen people." 

We Jews are God's chosen 
people . What a strange idea! 

Muslims or to Buddhists or to members 
of the Baha'i faith ." 

Therefore, to say that we Jews 
are the chosen people is not to say 
that we are better than anyone 
else; what can be said is that we 
Jews have an obligation to live 
our lives within the context of our 

It was the British journalist 
William Norman Ewers 
who once quipped, "How 
odd of God to choose the Jews." 

Throughout the ages this notion of 
our special relationship with God has 
caused us more than a little trouble. 
For many of our detractors have looked 
at this idea of our Divine "election" 
as proof positive that we Jews want 
to isolate ourselves from society at 
large by cultivating narrow-minded, 
parochial visions of grandeur. 

If we Jews are in fact chosen by 
God, simple logic would dictate that 
other groups are not chosen. Doesn't it 
follow, then, that the very idea of the 
chosen people fosters among us Jews 
an unwarranted sense of superiority, an 

Kaplan argued that now that we Amer
ican Jews are living in a land of freedom 
and democracy, we should abandon this 
idea which has outlived its usefulness. 

To this very day, Reconstruction-
ist prayer books eliminate references 
to God's choosing the Jewish people. 
When men and women are called to 
the Torah for an aliyah in a Reconstruc
tionist synagogue, they do not chant 
asher bachar banu mikol ha'amim {Who 
has chosen us from all peoples) but 
rather asher keirevanu la'avod11to {Who 
has drawn us near to divine service). 

I must respectfully disagree with Rabbi 
Kaplan. I believe that this notion of being 
God's chosen people can still speak to 

Letter to the Editor 

unique, covenantal relationship with God. 
Those of us who have the good fortune 

to be parents soon learn that, though 
we may love our children equally, most 
often we love them differently. This is 
certainly true of my relationship with 
my daughter Karen and my son David. 

Speaking metaphorically, though God 
loves all peoples equally, God does have a 
unique relationship with us Jews; in this 
powerful but limited ense, we are enti
tled to call our elves the chosen people. 

Rabbi JameJ R osenberg can b, rt.J{h,d 
al rabbie111eritus@to11plch,1/_,onim.org 

The joy of ritual - engaging with young Jewish adults 
YOUNG JEWS have been a hot topi c 

1n recent weeks. Rabbi Elie Kaun fer's 
eloquent speech in June about way~ to 

ngage young Jew, 1n religious Lfe, and 
th, Arnn] 1 n July nf 28-ye.u-old Joel 
Scltter .1. the .1.ss1<1ant r.tbh1 .it Temple 
Em nlJ"I:l h,ve crur d .i buu 1n our 
Rh,-,,!'! Isl.ind Jcw, ,h cnmmun ,t~ 

I or thr p•<t "' rn<mth,, • group nf 20 
r,r ,,, y011ny Jew hw cmhsrk d nn 
n,od,.. t 'l,,,.nmrn t \ c founrl ~1 h other 

in J,11,.arv 2008, than n rh pres<, n, 
,.f R,h 1, \lv n K. ,rnfrr 

\\' oil 

with peers at a similu stage of our lives. 
We share a love of habbat; it makes our 
weeks richer, ou1 heads clearer. 

We arc all busy building our careers , 
our homes, our lives here in Rhod 
l Lind , and "habbat matter- to u . 

Turnout at nur pot lu,k dinners ha, 
been con<1stcntlv high In 1-ctwccn 
J1<cus 1nm nf goo<l ne1ghhnrh<><><l, tn 
lrvc in and them rrt of J ",,h ha, hall 
play , , w haw lured hnw tn run , ti h 
.11 one' \11, -dd111~. ,, lut it"s hkr: t,, ttn t1, .4 

m,kvah for th hr t tune Fnr 11 , 'luhb,t 



More reader responses 
to kosher controversy 

0 EOFTHEnice 
things about writ
ing a column such 
as this is receiving 

feedback. Last issue's column on 
Agriprocessors is an example. 
Below are two responses, one 
from a Christian reader, the 
other from a Jewish one. 

·Loved 
your 'Ethical 
Table' article 
... I believe 
your points 
about ethical 
struggles and 
the tension 
between righ
teousness and 
recklessness 
can be applied 

in a variety of situations. Thanks 
far sharing your valuable insights.• 

The second is less complimen
tary. 

"Ajttr rtading your recent article 
in The Jewish Voice & Herald, 
I •was wondering what you would 
wear to work when school starttd. 
Since most of the clothes we buy are 
made q11erseas in sweatshops whtre 

Sharp knives 
needed for 

kosher meat and 
communal debate 

~r~eat 
communal 

bate have in 
.mrr.on~ Both require harp 

knnu. In lt..:11brut, the shrxlxt 
l.wghtcr m anjmal 

with a knife 
thar cnnuiru 
n,c . In ugu· 
~m.dull 
ideas fall. and 
sometimes they 
offend. Serious 

ounc that 
~fit com-
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Heating ( and disagreeing) minds 
people earn a minimum amount, 
should we be buying and wearing 
these clothes? I challenge you to find 
clothing made in the United States 
by workers earning a fair wage. 
In protest maybe you should go to 
R oger Willia,ns in the nude. 

"I'm not saying the owners of 
Agriprocessors are mensches. 
But from what I have read, they 
are cleaning up their act and 
trying to do the right thing. 
They are hiring workers at 
better wages and improving 
the working conditions. They 
are to be commended for that, 
not boycotted. 

•What about all the Jewish 
businessmen that import or 
man,ifacture goods overseas 
in sweatshops? I think it's 
unfair to pick on these people 
in this industry alone. We are 
in a global economy and we 
all benefit from sweatshops 
overseas. Why are prices so low 
in Wal-Mart? Imagine what our 
standard of living would be like 
if everything we purchased was 
manufactured in the United States 
at fair or even minimum wage? 
Best wishes for a good and healthy 
new year." 

Which are you hoping is from 
the Jewish reader? You would 

be wrong. The Christian got the 
point, the Jew missed it. Jews! 

We are supposed to be a lamp 
unto the nations, not followers 
of trends. To be of the chosen 
people is to be ethical, not to 
shop for bargains at the expense 
of others. It's the workers who 
give value to a product. Cotton 
on the plant is valueless - pick it, 

champion of capitalism. Treat
ing workers like dirt for greater 
profits is inexcusable for anyone, 
but for Orthodox Jews? It's a 
shanda. 

My correspondent asks, 
"What about all the Jewish 
businessmen that import or 
manufacture goods overseas in 
sweatshops?" What are they 

"We are supposed to be a 
lamp unto the nations, not 
followers of trends. To be 

going to be thinking 
when, on Yom Kippur, 
Isaiah asks, 'Is this the 
fast I have chosen (merely 
to affiict the body)? 
No, says the prophet in 
God's name. This is my 
chosen fast: to loosen 

of the chosen people is to 
be ethical, not to shop for 
bargains at the expense of 

all the bonds that bind 
men unfairly, to let the 
oppressed go free, to 

others." 

comb it, spin it, weave it, cut it 
and sew it and you have a shirt. 
All those readers out there who 
think it appropriate to treat the 
laborers who convert the plant 
into the shirt as though they 
were not the most important 
part of the process raise your 
hands? 0 K, so don't believe me. 
Read Adam Smith, the great 

Now BAITING 

break every yoke.'" 
I don't know what my 

correspondent has been 
reading when he says 

that Agriprocessors is "cleaning 
up their act and trying to do the 
right thing." I read that after the 
illegal workers were rounded up, 
they recruited American labor 
promising them rent subsidies 
for the first two months of 
employment that were not forth
coming. They did not receive any 
wages, instead their money was 

Kosher Meat and Communal Debate 
Jewish Forward, and The New 
York Tim~s (1ewish" in that 
many Jews get their knowledge 
of the world solely through 
this paper) have been treated 
to news, features, and opinion 
pieces on the Rubashkin meat 
business. The particulars are 
well-known, and I 
need not repeat them. 

we must refrain from eating 
the blood (Deuteronomy; 12: 
20-25). Later in the parsha, 
the Torah returns to the image 
of the holy people, using it 
to begin and end the discus
sion of which animals we may 
eat (Deuteronomy; 14: 3-21). 

Passages of the Toral1 speak 
directly to the issue that cus
rently roils the Jewish commu
nity, insisting that one may not 
choose one over the other; both 
are required. 

The parallel between kosher 
food and the proper treatment 

of workers continues. 

Obviously, Jews who 
eat meat are obligated 
to eat only kosher 
meat and obviously 
too, claims of worker 
abu~ mu.<t be taken 
r.cnou.sly: inVClitiga
tK>ns mu6t be held and 

Eating kosher and the proper 
treatment of workers, as 

defined by the Halacha, should 
guide discussions of the current 

Just as the rabbis of 
the Talmud and the 
subsequent hala<hic 
decisions have taught 
us that in order to 
avoid eating blood, 
the technique of 
proper slaughter must 

the ,iuthoritia (both 
rdiginu mcl ,ccular} 
hould act in an appropriate 

manner. Thi, is all common 
koowledg,:, hardly the fllff 
for cnmmurnu ,ontmYeny 
~ welHmnwn pnnciple 

be found in latt .-ttk' 
'fooh radmg. Ptmhtu Rl,J, 
ir t in obhga!:lon 
11M>Mng kosher mat wtll 

the ool !!Om Iii.al lJl'lc: 

poor nd worker 'The 
arc br \ 

controversy. 

Towards the end of the n:a.d
ing, w,: are m tructed on how 
to treat each poor pel'liOn, "of 
yt111r brothc ... , who liva in yt111r 
gata." That ctinn i quJC kly 
followed by th,- t11 les fnr trot · 
tni,; "brothcr or I tcr ; who 

II them~lvc into ~rv1t\ide, 
!k, u tlw'. poor will lwal 
I m rhc l•n<l , "I ,nmman<l 

,u, vmg. "JJCII \~n ha ..... l 
ro wrr I he h" rt: f!O!,Jr 
nd duwntro-1&:J, ,n 

Lmd" (I 1tt:Nmorny J «; ?-1 

be applied, they have 
also instructed that the 
rules of proper treat-

ment of workaw do not apply 
only to Jew,; in the land of 
hrael The lla/a,:ha trache JCW!< 
to value ko,hcr laui,;htcr a_nd 
the proper treatment of worke . 

All th, 1 w ckmcntar1 th•t 
it le,m,1 ~ dttply f"'ukd ,,.. 
tho,c who moi t thar !lnc m•t•t 
ch(,o,r the pmrct I 
nf 

placed into a bank account that 
charged them SS.00 to with
draw funds. And the recruiters 
were paid from these same bank 
accounts. The workers were 
promised furnished apartments 
and found mattresses on the 
floor. I'm not sure this counts as 
cleaning up their act. 

And then there's the Wal
mart observation. "Why are 
prices so low in Wal-mart? 
Imagine what our standard of 
living would be like if every
thing we purchased was manu
factured in the United States at 
fair or even minimum wage?" I 
don't shop at Wal-mart because 
of its reputation as an exploiter 
of its labor force (and because 
I don't like to shop in big box 
stores - Wal-mart agoraphobia, 
I think it's called). What would 
life be like if we treated our 
workers fairly and paid them a 
decent wage? The word is honor
able. It's what being a Jew is 
about, no? Or, so I had thought. 

As to the interesting sarto
rial suggestion, there may be 
something in my contract that 
prohibits teaching in the nude. 
I'll look. 

josh Stein can be reached at 
jstein@rwu.edu. 

this controversy than insist
ing on this false choice. Let 
me grant fur the moment that 
one should not eat Rubashkin 
meat (rushing to judgment, 
shall w,: say, for the sake of 
argument). Obviously, that 
decision does not imply that 
one should eat not kosher meat 
- th.at somehow in order to 
show that one opposes worker 
abuse one should p.u-take in 
proh1b1ted meat. \.Vhy not? 
1bere Mt m.in)- kosher options 
that are not under aC<'l1<.1tion<, 
and one could asil:i- purcha 
the meat of some other ko her 
comp..i.n · But there " more. 
The meat industry (and not 

JU~! ·~ kosher co,-;lfJOOCOI) h 
a ltmg h1Story 1>f' "" trat1n,; 
workers - re.id l'pttm Sin lair's 
~ J-.n'flr ro lift just h<.,w old rt 

, - a_n<l !lbviousl) it I re 900 

ahle to IIJ"'r"IC that IIOltlC 

f if){ COmf"' at-..1 their 
nd 

s..ORAn ,-,..1 
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Letters to the Editor 
Boy Scouts of America's discriminatory policies 

conflict with Paige's Jewish values Feeling Red in a Blue State? 
"fULES COHEN'S piece on 
J ~he Boy Scours and religious 
tolerance tells a great story. It 
is shocking that no mention 
was made of the Boy Scours 
of America's (BSA) policy of 
excluding gay scouts and scout 
leaders, and atheist scouts and 
scout leaders. The BSA was 
involved in one of the most con
tentious Supreme Court deci
sions regarding tolerance and 
discrimination in recent times. 

The BSA won a legal victory 

in this case. It declared, as a 
private organization, that it had 
a right to discriminate against 
gay people, but the organization 
lost the moral battle. Cohen's 
article ended with these words, 
"Wouldn't it be great if this 
scouting story were to be basis of 
teaching tolerance everywhere?" 
Amen to that, but the BSA 
should start by cleaning up the 
bigotry from within. 

The BSA has done much good 
over the years, but the failure to 

Advice for Tema: 
Eat well, 

avoid strife 
THE Bible gives 

three score and ten 
But this is now 

and that was then 
Now you can have 

a much longer life 
By eating well 

and avoiding strife 
But if your get-up-and-go 

got up and went 
It comes with the 

extra years heavenly sent. 

Saul Ricklin 
Bristol, RI 

A DVD player 
expands horizons 

PLEASE tell Ms. Gouse 
that if she would invest 

in a DVD machine she could 
enjoy either old or recent 
movies without leaving her 
rocking chair or paying outra
geous prices. 

Daniel Nussbaum II, 
MD,FAAP 

New Bedford, Mass. 

DEBATE: 
Looking to Torah for today's answers 

From Page 5 Josh Stein's parody of observant 
Jews, should I call them "more 
ethical than thou" Jews?) Pro
claiming the requirement to 
make so patently a false choice 

kins, and why are they implying 
that ethical behavior somehow 
requires eating not kosher meat? 

When dull arguments induce 
people to insist 
on so patently 
false a choice, 
1t suggests 
th.tr there is 
~mething else 
happening. 
\Vhen aCon
r.ervatIVe rabbi 

the M:andal 

"It leaves me deeply 
puzzled by those who 

insist that one must 
choose the proper 

treatment of workers 
over eating kosher 

meat." 

implies not 
only igno
rance of the 
principles of 
the Torah 
and the 
Halacha, but 
also resent
ment - if 
not down
right hatred 
- of one's 
fellow Jew. 
Even dull 

.i.rgumcnt• can injure. 
[)rh•tc that benefit the com-

mention the discrimination that 
still exists within the organiza
tion, was insensitive to your 
readers who have been pained by 
this controversy, or have felt the 
sting of the BSA's discrimina
tory policy. 

My Jewish values teach me 
that discrimination against any 
law abiding citizen is always 
wrong. 

Marc Paige 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla 

1he Voice & 
Herald wants you 
D HODE ISLAND is, 
~ s we all know, as blue 

a political state as you can 
find. So, we have plenty of 
folks we can talk with about 
their involvement with the 
Democratic effort to elect 
Senator Barack Obama the 
next president of the United 
States. However, we at The 

Voice & Herald are eager to 
talk with someone from the 
Jewish community who is 
working or volunteering for 
Senator John McCain's presi
dential campaign. 

With the elections - and 
a special elections section 
- forthcoming, there's bound 
to be lots to discuss. If you're 
a member of the Jewish com
munity who's involved with 
the McCain team, drop us an 
email: voiceherald@jfri.org. 

Jerusalem needs more local homeowners, renters 

My NAME is Shirley 
Rapoport and I am 

22 years old and a student 
at Hebrew University. I am 
writing this letter to increase 
awareness of the housing crisis 
in Jerusalem - in part, caused 
by Jews from the diaspora - and 
to offer a solution. Rising real 
estate prices in Jerusalem pose a 
risk to Zionist Jewish presence 
in the city. As Jewish people, 
Jerusalem is very dear to our 
hearts. Many of us visit it at least 
once in our lifetime and some 
even own a house in Jerusalem 
as an investment in the city. As 
an Israeli young adult think-
ing of a life in Jerusalem, I'm 
worried about the future. 

Nearly 20 percent of the 
apartments in Jerusalem's central 
neighborhoods - almost 10,000 
- are foreign-owned. Most 

foreign homeowners spend 
holidays and summers here but 
still live abroad. Their homes in 
Jerusalem stay vacant most of 
the year, and the neighborhood 
turns into a "ghost town," and a 
target for breaking and entering. 

At the same time, young 
Israelis cannot afford to buy 
homes in Jerusalem because 
of very high real estate prices, 
driven up by those from out of 
the country buying property in 
Israel. Rental apartments are 
also scarce. With poor, long
term municipal planning, there 
are no real housing projects 
for new families. Non-Jewish 
and non-Zionist populations 
are increasing, making the city 
even less tolerant and friendly 
for the young Jewish adults. 

Approximately 280,000 
Jews have left Jerusalem since 

1990, half of them due to 
outlandish real estate prices. 

New-Spirit, a student orga
nization trying to deal with 
the concerns for the future 
of Jerusalem, has created the 
"Housekeeping" program 
enabling foreign homeowners to 
rent to young Israeli adults. This 
project creates a win-win situa
tion, by fostering a vibrant young 
Jewish presence in Jerusalem, 
while protecting the proper!)' 
of absentee foreign owners. 

More information about 
"Housekeeping" is available from 
Amit Poni, housing coordinator 
of New-Spirit, at poni.amit 
gmail.com, I implore You w 
publish this letter, thus helping 
keep Jerusalem Jewish and .1.!i, 

Shirle)' Rapoport 
Jerusalem, lsrae 

Instructor Pleased with Voice Story 
Thank you very much for the had the opportunity to meet her I was very pleased to re .. d 

coverage that Thejewish Voice when she came to attend the the article she wrote in such .i. 

& Herald gave the Center for "Marketing on a Shoestring" refreshing way. And th.1.nk \ 'OU 

Women and Enterprise (CWE) class that I was presenting at again for portr.1.ying C\ \ 'E in 
in its recent edition. Your writer, CWE. Nancy introduced herself your prestigious new p.1.per 
Nancy Kirsch, did a great job as a writer for The Jewish T'oiu Sand~ Mc, 'amar.i. 

writing about a serious topic & Herald and spoke very highly North 'c1tuate, RI 
with a great twist of humor. I about the publication. 

RENAISSANCE: Engaging with young Jewi h adult 
From Page 4 

in young people. In March 
2008, the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode lsl•nd helped sponsor 
a local team to attend the UJC 
Ynun1; Leadership 'onfercn,e 
in \VJsh111gton, DC , and 1t 
fund, r;c,h r ' 11')' RI. d ,n<i.1.I 
.1.nd pr,ifc inn•! nctw,>rkini,t 
prn~-r un f~lr younK Jew , run hJ 
thr JC RI. 

\\'c nfl r .111 1n\·1t tinn fq th 

denomin.itions; strict borders 
and institutional d1visi ns 
arc not what is .1.t suke here . 
Wh.it i, at ,t,.kc is our 1dent1t, 
as modern Jc:w,: how CJ.n we 
embrace the world and cmhr • ·c 
traditions that me.in "lmcth111J1; 

1nVJte, greater cc>mnutment. an 
J.Cti\~ comn1un1t,· PC' ~omc.., j 

more centr~l p,r; nf part1(1p nn;' 
l1'1:'- Th mf,r wt· (iAn {k1 

tn,.i;cthcr, the mor " , nt 
d,, t,,~ thcr 1 1 , Id he lmc 

a rcn.1.1 nee in 
R h,.,J~ 1 I nd 
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Reflectiom from a 
] ewish author about 
Jewish education for 

the future 
BY MARK BINDER 

mbindn@jfri.org 

RR YEARS, the · 
ewish community 
as bemoaned the loss 
f young people from 

the umbrellas of organized 
worship. At CAJE 33, Larry 
Hoffman put forth a challenge 
to what he called, "the fourth 
generation of American Jews." 

Hoffman said, that in his 
experience, young Jews were 
falling away because they were 
searching for spirituality, and 
weren't finding it in Judaism. 
Simply put, they were looking fur 
a connection to something bigger 
than themselves in the universe, 
and when they went to shu/, 
they didn't get it. So they looked 
elsewhere. 

Before you start howling and 
pointing to passages in the Torah, 
hear me out and forgive the 
digressions. I didn't go to CAJE 
with a notebook and the mis
sion to observe the conference. 
I didn't interview hundreds of 
people, nor jot clown quotes and 
observations. My experience was 

Fragments of a possible Jewish future 

THE BJE AT CAJE - Some of the CAJE participants from Rhode Island and Brist ol County, MA, left to 
right: Rabbi Anne Heath, Rabbi Andrew Klein, Hadas Sommers, Kit Haspel, Helena Friedmann, Mark 
Binder, Shana Newman, Alice Nussbaum, Diane Cerep, Paula Annenberg, Toby Liebowitz, Carol Falk, 

Beth Brier, Estelle Millman, Lawrence Katz, Linda Silverman Levine, Yardena Winkler 

somewhat random. As a result, 
these conclusions will and should 
be questioned and tested. 

Fust, if you are like me, you 
wouldn't know that CAJE 
stands for the Coalition for the 
Advancement of Jewish Educa
tion. I thought it meant "Confer
ence about Jewish Education." 
And once, years ago, I was told it 
stood for "Conference on Alter
natives in Jewish Education." 

The 2008 gathering was hdd 
in Burlington, Vermont and was, 
as so many Jewish events are, 
mired in religious controversy. 
Typically, the four-and-a-half 
day gathering, which draws 

thousands of adventurous Sunday 
school teachers and religious 
school educators from all the 
factions of Judaism, begins with a 
pre-conference Shabbat weekend. 

This year, the pre-conference 
fell during Tish'a B'Av, and as a 
result, many people who might 
have come, didn't. I heard they 
were upset that the conference 
was even scheduled around such 
a sorrowful day. 

"Do we really need to keep 
this holiday on the calendar?" 
asked the young man on stage. 
We had just witnessed a perfor
mance about a Warsaw Jew in 
the ghetto, choosing between 

entering the synagogue to form a 
minyan on the Ninth of Av, and 
turning his back on more than 
1,000 years of commemorat-
ing the destruction of the first 
Temple in Jerusalem and dozens 
of other Jewish tragedies, from 
the Spanish Inquisition to the 
1994 bombing of a Jewish Com
munity Center in Argentina. 

"Do we really need all that?" 
the man asked. "No, I'm asking 
you. Tell me." 

The discussion was fast and 
furious. Some argued for, some 
argued against, but within a fairly 
short period of time, the room 
grew quiet as it became clear that 

those who favored retaining the 
holiday were more strident than 
those who felt it should be phased 
out. 

In the silence, two baskets of 
raisins were passed around the 
room. Our instructions were to 
each take one raisin so we could 
all break the fast together. 

As one people, we fixated on 
those baskets, willing th.em to 
come in our direction, cursing 
them silently as they missed 
our section. Even after we held 
a single shriveled grape in our 
hands, we had to wait until every 
one of our 350 tribespeople had 
one. As the blessing was said and 
the fruit leapt into our mouths, 
the young man urged us, "Slowly. 
Slowly. Savor it. Enjoy." 

Disclosure #1: Until I reg
istered for CAJE, I had never 
heard ofTish'a B'Av. I was raised 
a Reform Jew, and, for various 
reasons, stayed away from shul 
after my eighteenth birthday. 
When I learned that there 
was yet another holiday com
memorating yet another time the 
Jewish people had almost been 
destroyed, I was appalled. Aren't 
there enough, I wondered. So, 
for me, to hear these sentiments 
broadcast in public was incredibly 
powerful 

I went to the workshop led 
by the young man, whose name 
was Amichai Lau-Lavie. The 

See JEWISH, Page 9 

what makes k 
a better startl:tl-

tor your child? 
~ The JCCRI Early Childhood Center offers: 

• Rhode Island Department of 
Education licensed and 
NAEYC accredited preschool 

• Reggio inspired, experiential, 
and child centered program 

• Award -winning "Ethical Start" 
values education program 

• Loving, safe, innovative environment 

• Low student-teacher ratio. Exceeds 
national and NAEYC standards 

• Flexible days. Half-days and early 
arrival and extended day options 

• Infant through Kindergarten enri hment 

• Red ross certified SWlm le · ons 

come sc us today 
meet our new ECO Director, Robin Mey rowitz 

401.861.8800 
01 
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NEEDY: The numbers are grim, the need is great 
From Page 1 

the poor, and rising food and 
fuel costs - have coalesced into 
a "perfect storm" of poverty 
for low-income families. 

1n 2007, the U.S. Census 
reported that 12 percent of 
Rhode Islanders lived below 
the federal income guidelines. 
Statewide statistics show 
that one out of every six 
children in Rhode Island 
is at risk of hunger. 

THE N"UMBERS ARE GRJM MID 

THE EEO IS GREAT. 

• People who never needed 
as i tance in their lives are 
going to food pantries for 
the first time," Schiff sa. 
"They arc surprised at how 
things could get so bad so 
quKkly. A combination of 
factor , uch a an dine s or 
a lo of jr,h or a pl.ice r,, live, 

Food Bank Index 

pushes them over the edge." 
He said families are 

completely running out of 
food by the last week in the 
month; cereals and other 
staples are desperately needed. 

Over the last fiscal year, 
the Food Bank distributed 
8.3 million pounds of food 
through its network of 
emergency food pantries, 
soup kitchens, shelters, group 
homes and day care centers. 

But the donated food is 
not free. Rising fuel and 
transportation costs have 
affected the Food Bank, 
as well as its clients. 

A full-time Food Bank staffer 
tracks inventory at America's 
Second Harvest, a national 
food bank network that sol icits 
donations from food suppliers. 
The taffcr bids on items, based 

on what 
is needed. 
The most 
needy wins 
the bid. 
Providence can 
compete against Western 
Massachusetts, but will 
lose a bid to Brooklyn. 

Transportation costs have 
skyrocketed and affected the 
supply. Here's how it works: 
a truckload of cereal donated 
by Kellogg's , for example, 
arrives at the Second Harvest 
distribution center in Chicago. 
It is then available for pick-
up and transported to food 
banks throughout the country. 
Deliveries come to Providence 
weekly. Last year, 2.5 million 
pounds of food came through 
this sys tem to Rhode Island. 

A "/ill-the-food-bank 

challenge," which ended Aug. 
25, has helped the Rhode 
Island situation somewhat. It 
was started by Alan Perlman, 
the founder of Ocean State Job 
Lot. He made the first delivery 
of a truckload of food and the~ 
challenged other food-related 
businesses to do the same. On 
the first day of the drive, 75,000 
pounds of food were delivered. 

On average, it costs the Food 
Bank S20,000 to purchase 
a full truckload offood. 

\Vhen asked what an 
individual or business can do, 
Schiff said, "This I the vear to 
redouble efforts. There ,~ uch 

COMMUNITY 

because of the high cost 
of food. If an organization 
does regular canned food 

drives, trv to do more."' 
r-lost n~eded are non-

perishables, especially 
breakfast food , canned 
tuna, chicken, salmon, 
beans, beef stew, fru its 
and vegetables, and p .. su. 
Cereals, rice and macaroni 
and cheese go a long w>.~

toward feeding a iamih-. 
Ind"~du.Js ;an volunteer, 

either in the food distribution 
chain, or at the Food B.rnk 
irselt~ he uggested. 

The Food Bank ,lso h,s 
org;rn,c farms rh..t arc manned 
bv volunteers: the h:uvest " 
then distnbutcd One such 
farm i, the :\lag.iziner F.i.rm ,n 

Bristol. "Th,," one place "here 
children and ,tudent ,-.inc me 
.rnd n>luntccr: "s,h.itf added 
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JEWISH: Educators need different approach to teaching 
From Page 7 

organaation he founded was 
called STorahtelling. His mission 
was to bring bac:k. into the Jewish 
community the tradition of the 
Maven - an interpreter, who 

Mark Binder 

stood on 
the bimah 
during 
the Torah 
service and 
translated 
from 
Hebrew 
into Eng
lish, "like 
a split
screen." 
The chant
ing would 

be beautifully done, and then 
the story would be told - not as 
a child's tale, but as something 
relevant and meaningful for the 
day. 

\Vhat a brilliant idea, I 
thought. 

Disclosure #2: I don't speak or 
read Hebrew. I don't understand 
it. I can parse out the sounds of 
letters, like a four-year-old, but 
putting them togeth.er in any 
meaningful way is something I 
don't do. As a result, listening 
to the Torah is a lot like watch
ing a talk show on a Portuguese 
television station, but without the 
laughing audience. Usually, I pick 
up the book and read along, but 
that talces about five minutes and 
then my mind wanders. 

Storytelling is such a powerful 
way to engage listeners. If some
thing like th.is were going on in 
my hul, then at least I would be 
able to understand, to connect ... 

During his keynote, Larry 
Hoffman spoke about the men 
and women he had met who had 
left Judaism and its synagogues 
and gone to other places like 
Buddhist retreats and even Bap
t1<rns to connect with a feeling 

or a mood or a presence outside 
themselves .. 

Hoffman mostly spoke about the 
Reform and Conservative move
ments. H e didn't spend much time 
on the Orthodox and Chabad 
movements for two reasons. First, 
one of the reasons he posited that 
Chabad was so successful was that 
they truly focused on the spiritual 
connection. And as for the Ortho
dox, well, because CAJE had fallen 
on Tish'a B'Av, by and large they 
weren't in the audience. 

He described the typical 
Reform and Conservative syna
gogues as modern organizations 
driven by a board of directors and 
run by a chief executive officer 
rabbi, who then passed down his 
edicts to the middle management 
of relJgious school directors and 
teachers who provided a product 
for the consumers. This product, 
he said, was largely determined 
by the post-World War II boom, 
which needed to create a place for 
women and children who were 
stuck in the suburbs while their 
husbands labored in the cities. 

The results were powerful sis
terhoods and a focus on educat
ing the very young, on preparing 
young teens for bar and bat mitz
vah, and then ... not so much. 

He urged the CAJE listeners 
to take control, to find ways to 
connect, to find ways to bring 
Jews back to God. 

I looked around the audience 
and realized that most of the 
educators were 40 or 50 years old 
or older. Most of the educators 
were women. There were some 
rabbinic heads of congregations 
and many education directors, 
but few of the attendees were on 
synagogue boards. H ow was it 
possible for these middle manag
ers to overthrow the rule of the 
board of directors, which dictated 
curriculum and to engage the 
children who were forced to go to 
religious school instead of soccer 

MI~JJIC1AL 
SI~(:,' If 117.'A If l T 

MecfK.al ~rmry llffded for a 
2-doctor East Side primary care 

practice? Even then, what could 
they possibly do to staunch the 
flow of the 20- and 30-some
things away from Judaism? 

After the conference, I spoke 
with my 

asked me to help her craft a story 
that would engage her students. 

"Why do you pray?" I asked 
her. 

She paused. "I don't." 
"Then 

brother, 
who is on 
the board 
of a Reform 

"Why do you pray?" I 
asked her. "I don't." 

why are 
you teach
ing them 
prayer?" 

synagogue 
that brought 
STorahtel
ling in - as 

"Then why are you 
teaching them prayer?" 
"It's in the curriculum." 

"It's in 
the cur
riculum." 

I sug
gested that 
fifth grad
ers could 

a show for 
the religious 
school. My 
brother skipped the event because 
it was "for kids." 

During my workshop called 
"Capturing their Attention," an 
Israeli woman who taught fourth 
and fifth grade prayer classes 

• ¥.\ 

probably tell that she was teach
ing them something she didn't 
believe in, and offered an idea. 

"Perhaps you could start the 
year by telling them that you 
don't pray, and that together you 

will search for meaning in these 
prayers .. ." 

She listened, skeptically. She 
wanted something for the stu
dents - not herself. 

I tried not to judge her - after 
all, I didn't pray either. But I 
couldn't help wondering if her 
story wasn't both the problem 
and the challenge. Why are we 
teaching prayers we don't believe, 
dictated by traditions that we are 
powerless to change? 

Finally we devised a safer story 
that involved a young boy singing 
the traditional call to prayer as 
a way of waking his community 
up. 

Mark Binder is an author and 
Jewish storyteller. 

Kidspace Plus+ is our afterschool care program for grades K-6. 

Licensed by the RI Dept. of Children, Youth, and Family, our program runs 

through the entire school ye.Jr from 3pm until 6pm (Fridays at 2:30pm}. 

We also offer vacation days and camps to fit your child's chedule and 

needs. Registration by day, week, or drop in. Early arrival and extended 

day options are also available. For more information, or tor qi ter , 

call 401.861.8800 ext. 147 or e-mail cfikS·" jccri.orq 

learn more about kidsp ce and browse our 
new fall enrichment cl s s: 

www .jccri.org 
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f EDERATIQN: Kicks Off Annual Campaign Hineni Challenge 
From Page 1 

a difference in the lives of 
thousands of people. Some we 
might know, who live around 
the corner, and some who 
are anonymous and who live 
around the world. But wherever 
they live, the dollars we raise 
bring food, medicine, Jewish 
education and experiences and 
hope of a better life." 

Bradley Laye, JFRl's chief 
philanthropy officer, who 
arrived at his post in January, 
said that the need for the 
services Federation funds will 
only increase this year. 

"We all know and feel the 
economic downturn," Laye 
explained. "Those who are less 
fortunate feel it even more. 
With cuts in government 
services, like Meals on Wheels, 
and more working people and 
seniors living on the edge of 
economic viability, the dol-
lars we raise literally mean 
the difference between relief 
and despair for thousands of 
people." 

, 
"The money we raise 
makes a difference in 
the lives of thousands 

of people. " 

Ralph Posner, chair 
JFRI 2009 Annual 

Your Mitzvah 

To make a pledge 
to the 2009 campaign 
and fulfill the mitzvah 

of tzedakah, call 
Bradley Laye at 

421-4111, ext. 173. 
Donations can also be 

made through 
JFRl's website, 

The deeper Hineni, Laye said, 
appears as a theme throughout 
our tradition. "It represents a 
reply to a call for action. It's 
very complete and emotionally 
charged, and implies, 'I am 
here physically, intellectually 
and spiritually to do my part 

STEPHEN SILBERFARB, executive vice president/CEO of the Jewish Federation of R.I. , Sharon Gaines, 
and Bonnie Steinberg Jenn is traveled to Poland and Israel this past July to see first hand the 
challenges facing Ethiopian immigrants in Israel and learn what American Jews are doing to alleviate 
some of the challenging conditions facing children in Israel, 20% of whom are at risk. 

www.jfri.org, or by 
sending a donation to 

JFRI at 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, R.I., 02906 

For a calendar of 
campaign events, see 
the JFRI campaign ad 

on page 16. 

in making the world a better 
place.'" 

Ralph Posner agreed. 
"The Jewish Federation of 

Rhode Island," he said, "is 
the pivotal force in bringing 
the greater Rhode Island 
Jewish community together 
to pursue a profound mission 
- ensuring that, as Jews, we 
care for one another, provide for 
the future, and pursue tikkun 

olam, repairing the world. I am 
proud to be part of this Hineni 
campaign." 

Posner, Gaines, Laye 
and their H ineni Campaign 
Team have planned a series 
of campaign events as JFRI 
seeks to provide each member 

the miriam hospital • jcc~i 
7th annual 

RO~D RACE 
Sk adult & youth 
sunday, september 7 

9am - youth race 
10am - 5k 

Corporate teams we/com 
mto contact Lisa at 401.861.880 x 10 

lmongeau@i;ccri.org 

register online: 

www .needt1orace .. com 
ltw JOCftl lu bmefkliwy 118fflCY o( the Jcwi,h fedMHlou of Rhode I.\Uticl 

- --- -

of our community with the 
opportunity to declare Hineni. 

In addition to the traditional 
campaign and Women's 
Alliance events, "Super Sunday" 
will return in November, and 
volunteers will be calling Jewish 
homes to ask for donations. 

JFRl will also host a Hinmi 
Campaign main event in 
December, open to all donors. 

BROWN 
(ontinuing tudies 

A Commitment to Liberal Education 

Fall Cla es Begin Octob r 6th 

,ourse Offerings include: 

Language I Writing I Lit rature 

Current Event I R ligiou Studie 

For a full course listing, and Online Registration visit : 

www.brown.edu/ con tin u ingstudies 

l 11, 11, 

The place to adverti 

u V 01 
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HURRICANE: 
Gustav and the Jewish Community 

From Page 1 

Don't misunderstand me. I am 
sure that I will be dealing with 
.i loss of power at the very least. 
However. if things work out, I 
will be at the epicenter of a very 
important story. 

AUG. 29: 
Three rears ago, the citv 

of :New Orlean; withstood 
its gre,lte, t challenge when 
Hurricane Katrina slammed 
into it with wind gusts of 
up to 1-rn miles per hour. 

Aue. 30: 
l\layor Ray Nagin just 

announced the second man
datory evacuation this eve
ning just before 8 p.m. We 
are on the bad side of the 
expected track of the storm. 

The exodus out of the city 

Congregation Beth Israel. 
At the same ti me, across town 

at Temple Sinai, one of the 
oldest Reform temples in New 
Orleans, an interfaith prayer 
service hosted by Rabbi Ed Paul 
Cohn was held. At the event was 
Francis Hughes, Archbishop 
of the City of New Orleans, 
Episcopal Bishop Charles 
Jenkins, as well as other clergy 
representing Protestant, the 
Baha'i and Islamic faith groups. 

It was an impressive 
night. The storm forming 
in the Caribbean was very 
much on people's minds. 

Aue. 31: 
I am watching the last of my 

neighbors pack up his truck as 
he prepares to hit the road with 
his family headed for Texas. 
Our normally busy street is 

Photo: Eric Gay, Associated Press 

SHIPS AND BARGES cluttered the banks of the Industrial Canal in New Orleans in the wake of Gustav. 

another undetermined period is 
frightening and heartbreaking. 

The only good news is that 

- I would still be in peril. The 
best thing to do is head north 
and hope that the levees hold. has been going on all day with 

most every channel out of the 
city slogged down to a snail's 
pace at the edge of the city. All 
Horne Depot, Lowe's, Wal
J\1an, and Sam's Club stores 
have dosed down as of yester
day. Gas stations have shuttered 
th~ir doors. Most essential 
services are but a memory. 

deserted. The stillness 
in the air is pierced by 
gusts of what is now a 
very pleasant breeze. 

--------------- SEPT. 1: 

Jacobs Camp in Utica, Missis
sippi, the wind started to pick 
up significantly. The air became 
crisp and cold, and the skies 
darkened. Once I starred wind
ing my way onto the streets adja
cent to my home, the heavens 
opened and the heavy rain was a 
more or less constant companion 
for me until on the interstate 
well into Mississippi. At times, 
the rain was driven horizon
tally towards my windshield by 
the sheer force of the winds. It 
was scary but manageable. 

Gustav is intent 
on making me a very 
unpleasant camper and 
I have horrible feel
ings about having to 
leave my humble abode, 

"At times the rain was driven 
horizontally towards my 

windshield by the sheer force 
of the winds. It was scary but 

manageable." 

Smason was forced 
to leave his home and 
ended up in Utica, Miss. 

I left New Orleans 
at 7:05 p.m., just as 
the first droplets of 
rain began to fall 
and the most omi
nous clouds you can 
imagine began to 

Thursday evening's event had 
an auditorium full of people at 
Touro Srnagogue, but that was 
before the di re warnings from 
authonties began to be issued. 
Frida,· afternoon a .\Jin,ha 
fafrcr~oo:1) pra,-er scn·Ke was 
held at the Lakeview site of 

the home I had been 
fo rced to desert unintentionally 
after the levee breaches three 
years ago. It has only been 16 
months since I returned to New 
Orleans, living 20-plus months 
m Cleveland, Ohio. The pros
pect of having to stay away for 

Join us for special Shabbat 
- and High Holy Day Services, 

sponsored by: 
9/12. 5:45 pm-Religious School 
9/19, J-30 pm-Shireinu Choir 
9/26. 7 30 pm-Sinai Seniors 

•. I t It I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t It f I I I It I If t It . . 
• Tot Shabbat Open House on Saturday. 

September 20th at 9 30 am 
• Children s Rosh Hashanah Service on 

~ue· aJ ,.. eo ember 3 ha 2 30 pm and 
Children's Yorn Ktppur Service on Thursday, 
0c _. 9t a• 2pm f. a,~ elco e to at end 

I I I t I ♦ I I I I I I ♦ I I I I I I I I I ♦ I I I I I I t I I I I t I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

ton 42,R350 t~e inaui.Df'g 

Gustav seems to be intensify
ing less than expected and that 
it still seems to be on a track 
headed away from New Orleans. 
It's just not far enough. Were 

peer over the horizon. 
All day long the breeze was 

steady, but really only gusting 
every now and then. Just as my 
car was finally packed and I 
was ready to leave for H enry S. 

That was the bad news. The 
good news was that since I 
waited so long to leave, there 

I in l\1obile, Ala. - a two hour 
drive under normal conditions 

See HURRICANE, Page 12 

,, 

T H E RHODE ISLAND JEWISH COMMUNITY needs volunteers 

during Fighting Poverty With Faith Week of Actwn. We will be organiz

ing and wriring letters to candidates and elected officials in an inter

faith effort ro ask them to endorse a commfrment to reduce poverty and hunger 

in America by 50% over the next 10 years. \Ve want them co issue a poliq 

statement on how they will help us meet this goal 

.AIU 

Your help is needed. Please join us! 

SEPTEMBER 10 ANO 11 

9 :30 A. M. TO 12:30 P.M. 

JEWISH fEDERATION Of RHODE ISLAND 

130 ION STREET • PROVID NC 

f SV PPH 111\1( 1 11,110 . ., rn : 

.;i. t • jlll.l J, q ,H j\1 •1,1u,,n ·11 11 J , I) <, 
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demolition last month. Israel has 
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HURRICANE: 
Gustav and the Jewish Community 

From Page 11 

was very little traffic on the 
highway. A five- or six-hour 
ordeal turned out to be a little 
more than three hours, more 
or less normal driving time 
between ew Orleans and 
the camp, which also serves as 
the site of the Museum of the 
Southern Jewish Ex'Perience. 

There are about 150 Jewish 
New Orleanians living at Jacobs 
Camp for the next tew days 
(they hope no more than that). 
Although donations are being 
accepted, the camp's present 
director, Jonathan Cohen, is 
not charging for any essential 
services for any visitors, other 
than meals. Nevertheless it is 
still a remarkable gift of charity. 

a -

Meanwhile, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater New 
Orleans' executive director, 
Michael Weil, has set up shop 
in l\1emphis a few blocks away 
from the Federation building 
there. Should levees be breached 
during or after Gustav and 

FLOODED OUT: Alan Smason's New Orleans home on September 1. Photo: Sidney Smith 

the evacuation becomes more 
prolonged, the New Orleans 
Federation is prepared to link 
with the Memphis Federation. 

Incredibly, the camp has 
Internet services and digital 
TV. Several of the younger set 
have been occupying them
selves by singing karaoke, 
something Cohen, who likes 
to go by the nickname "J.C. ," 
humorously calls Evacuraoke. 

So we are in a waiting mode, 
as Gustav will take at least 
another eight to 10 hours to 
come ashore. Some of us are 
glued to the big-screen TV in 
an adjacent room. Others are 
on their computers messaging 
each other. The other necessities 
- cell phones and iPods - also 
are being widely used by the 
younger set. Some of us old
timers are consoling ourselves 
by singing songs with guitar 

REFORM: Embracing kashrut 
From Page 1 

measure by the continuing 
controvcny over Agriproces
llOl'S, the Iowa meat producer 
that was the wgct of a mas
SM imm.igntion rud in May, 
ComcrntM Rabbi Morris 
Allen haa pulhed Hck.hsher 
T zcdr.k aa a supplcmcnwy 
certification arttsting that 
lrDlhcr food products arc pro
ducal in an etlucal. manner. In 
rcrxnt days, Alkn ha., reached 
out to Conservarivc rabbi 
In trek thru endoncment of 

kashrut, should not be forced 
to choose between their ritual 
observance and their ethical 
values," the Reform confcr
ena: said. 

Spurred in large measure 
by the continuing controversy 
over Agriprocessors, the Iowa 
meat producer that was the 
target of a massive immigra
tion f2id in May, Conserva
tive Rabbi Morris Allen has 
pulhed Hr/dJJ/xr Tutkk: as a 
supplementary certification 
am:sting th.it kosher food 
products arc produced in an 
ethical m.inner. 

In recent days, Allen ha: 
n:uhc<l out IQ Con rvativc 
rabb IQ ck the1 r cndn -

accompaniment. Can you say 
"Kumbaya?" 

SEPT. 2: 
Although it is surrounded by 

water, inside my house is high 
and dry. I am now in Memphis, 
after having left H enry S. Jacobs 
Camp in Utica, Mississippi 
earlier today. Many mem-
bers of the Jewish community, 
including Federation Executive 
Director Michael Weil, came 

Keeping an eye on the 
Middle East 

Iran's air force will hold a 
major drill during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan. The 
war games reported Tuesday by 
the Fan Iranian news agency 
come as reports have surfaced 
about possible strikes by the 
United States and Israel to curtail 

up to Memphis because it is 
the largest Orthodox Jewish 
community in the South. 

New Orleans is still inac
cessible by highway, unless 
you are an emergency services 
worker or can demonstrate a 
reason you need to be in the 
city. Louisiana State Police are 
turning anyone foolish enough 
to drive to the state line back. 

In addition, Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff's deputies are block-

Iran Watch 
that Russia has threatened to sell 
Iran the sophisticated S-300 air 
defense system, London's Sunday 
Telegraph reported . The news 
has raised alarms in the United 
States and Israel si nee the system 
can track 100 targets at once 
and fire on targets from up to 75 
mile , the newspaper said. Penta-

ing egress into their parish and 
any roadways leading into New 
Orleans until further notice. It 
is possible that city residents 
will be allowed to return on 
Thursday or Friday, but no 
announcements from the city 
or state have been made yet. 

Alan Smason is a complder 
consultant and community 
newspaper ,ditor. He writes thr 
Kosher Computingw,blog. 

gon advisor Dan Goure told the 
Telegraph that the deal would 
be a "game-changer. This is 2 

syi;tem that sCJ.res every \Vcstern 
air force." The United t:atcs and 
other world powers are "' rking 
to diffuse the situation through 
diplomacy. 

Israel foils kidnapping attempts 
Israel stopped two 

attempts to kidnap 
its citizens abroad 
Defcn<c l 1rn<ter Ehud B.trak 

umfirmcd Tuc,J~, th,u ),r,.el 

of the attempts. The plots "'Cfe 

stopped .tt ac:h--an=l <~. 

H.urrn reported. The mcrnptcd 
kidnappmg< a.re rcportcdh· bcin~ 
plmncd .is rntn~ for the 1..:,11-
ing ,,( Hc1l,.-.llah · ,-,,cra1><, 
ch,cf lm,d .\lui:i,nm:h. killod 
in Fcbru,u, in a , t h.-.mh 
n,ma :u. H >llah 
I dti,rthca 
I 



NEWS BRIEFS 

Jewish News Briefs 
Biden reassures 

Florida Jews on Israel 

MIAMI: Joe Eiden reassured 
older Fl~rida Jews that Barack 
Ob.1ma would be strong on 
Israel. Eiden, the Democratic 
nominee for vice president, was 
introduced bv a Holocaust sur
,; vor at a sp~ech before several 
hundred at a retirement com
munity, The Associated Press 
report~d. "I am chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee," 
said the longtime U.S. senator 
from Delaware. "] give you my 
word I would not have given up 
that job to be Barack Obama's 
vice president if] didn't in my 
gut and in my heart and in my 
head know that Barack Obama 
is exactly where I am on Israel. 
And he is." 

"By any objective fact, Israel 
is less secure today in the world 
than it was eight years ago," Biden 
said. "I promise you ... we will 
make it more secure." The Obama 
campaign has put significant 
effort into winning over Jewish 
rnters who could prove to be a key 
,"Oting bloc in the swing state of 
Florida. (AP) 

McCain camp rebukes 
Buchanan claims 

ST. PAUL: The McCain camp 
rebuked claims by Democrats 
mat Sarah Palin once associated 
with Pat Buchanan. "Governor 
Palin has never worked for any 
effort to elect Pat Buchanan 
- that assertion is completely 
false," said Michael Goldfarb, a 
spokesman for the presidential 
campaign of Sen. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.). UTA) 

Mossad found Mengele, but 
didn't capture him 

ISRAEL: Israel's spy agency 
found Nazi death camp doctor 
JosefMengele in 1960, but 
let him get away. Rafi Eitan, 
the Israeli spymaster who now 
serves as a Cabinet minister, 
said recenlty that he and other 
Mossad operatives discovered 
Mengele with his wife in a 
Buenos Ai res apartment. They 
decided not to capture him, as 
tliey feared it would compromise 
the capture of Adolf Eichmann. 
A Mossad team returned to 
the area several weeks later, 
but Mengele had disappeared. 
Mengele, who performed 
experiments on camp inmates, 
especially twins, and supervised 
selections for the gas chambers, 
died in Brazil in 1979 at the age 
of 68. "I would have done the 
same thing again today," Eitan 
told the Jerusalem Post. "1 think 
that had we gone for them both 
at the same time, we would have 
lost them both." OTA) 

Israel's Knesset may pay 
settlers who voluntarily move 
ISRRAEL: Israel's Cabinet will 
debate an initiative that would 
pay settlers who leave their 
West Bank homes of their own 
volition. On Sept. 3, the Prime 
Minister's Office confirmed that 
Deputy Prime Minister Hairn 
Ramon's evacuation-compensa
tion plan will be discussed on 
Sunday, but no vote will occur. 
Tens of thousands of West 
Bank residents would likely be 
willing to peacefully relocate to 
uncontested areas of the country, 
according to estimates. UTA) 

~i;d bi1d ,rllnom ,~id n,11tdormb 
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Still Talking For Peace 
NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE: Israeli Prime M inister Ehud Olmert, right, meets with Palestinian 

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Aug. 31, 2008 in Jerusalem. 

Remains of ancient 
Jerusalem wall unearthed 

ISRAEL: The recent discovery 
of the remains of a city wall 
of Jerusalem, dating from the 
time of the Second Temple, 
were recently uncovered, as part 
of an 18 month long excava
tion underway on Mount Zion. 
The 2,100-year-old wall was 

destroyed during the revolt 
against the Romans that began 
in 66 C .E . It was previously 
uncovered by an American 
archeologist at the end of tlie 
19'h century. The project is part 
of the master plan for the Jeru
salem City Wall National Park 
that will preserve the region 
around the Old City ofJerusa-

!em as an open area for tourism. 
"The fact that after 2,100 years 
the remains of the first city wall 
were preserved to a height of 3 
meters [nearly 10 feet] is amaz
ing," said Yehiel Zelinger, the 
excavation director, on behalf of 
tlie Israel Antiquities Autliority. 

POVA R ANIMAL HOSP ITA L 
Toby L. Alcerrnan, DVM 
Rachel Coustan, DVM 

Mark S. Povar, DVM 
Cerl Sveilich, DVM 

chool at Temple Emanu-EI 
f..- 7 • ~enwg HI J. \011thca1tm1 \f.\ 

For i11Jur111allon plcmc cal/ .\Imam \hram1 ·,a,A or 
email 111iriam,ntcpm1.11~ 

Temple Emano El 
I ( 01111 n oth r"ni;:r ,11inn that'I an thin I. 

't'J Jan h n111 •l'r111irln111 •Rl• J\J. J1Jlll•1\,rn ,1 f}n1 ,or 

fll'I ' '("jlll'mhtr i • Ill 11111 • \0011 • ~-,,h'mlll·r II • 6 • lC pm ""' ,, ' 
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Inspired 
J cwish Living 
and Learning 

Jev,ish 
People hood 

Social 
Responsibility 

Jewish 
Federation 
of 
Rhode 
r land 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
2009 Annual Community Campaign 

Hineni 

Here I am. 

Hineni - the 2009 Annual Community Campaign -
represents a sacred opportunity to do good in the world -
locally, nationally, and globally. 

join with Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and declare Hineni by helping to impact the 
Jewish community. 

Your gift to the 2009 Annual Community Campaign will help us as we work to ensure 
that: 

► Every child in our community, in Israel, and abroad is healthy, educated, and connected to a 
Jewish life 

► Every student in our community is provided with an opportunity to have an Israel 
experience 

► Every family has the option to live a passionate Jewish life in a vibrant Jewish commun ity 
► Every senior is nourished, engaged, and aging with dignity 
► Every less fortunate person or family is lifted from their struggles with compassion and 

respect 

To help us meet the needs of all Jews in Greater Rhode Island, JFRI is a partner in the full 
network of programs and services offered to by our community. Your dollars support all 
of them. 

We are here. We stand ready. 

Stand with us -- say Hineni! 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Doris Feinberg, President 
Alan Litwin, Vice President, 

Financial Resource Development 

.A.nnual Campaign Leadership 
Ralph Posner, Campaign Chair 
Sharon Gaines, Associate Campaign Chair 
Ronald Markoff, Pacesettu Division Chair 
Mindy Wachtenheim, Pacesetter Division Chair 
Ken Schneider, Leaders Division Chair 
Enc Shorr, Leaders Division Chair 

Women's .A.lllance Leadership 
Bea Ross. Women's Alliance Pmiclenl 
Bonnie Steinberg /enn,s, Vice President Campaign 
F;iye W1sen, Associate Vice Prrndent Campaign 
Mari lyn Fru:dm;i n Sh aley, Vice President Lton ofjudah 
Lisa Shorr, V" e Pris,cltnt Jaffa Gat,./ Pomtgronatt 

Str ph n R S,lb,:rfarb, E•cwtwi V,ct Prrnclcnt/C[O 
Brid1ry I yr , Ch•rf Pfu/11111/,, ry Offiur 

Donate onf,,, now ot: www FRI.a 

2009 Annual Community Campaign 
Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, September 16, 2oo8 
Women's Alliance "Home Sweet Home" 

Wednesday, September 17, 2oo8 

Pacesetter Reception and 
Jewish Community WaterFire 

Sunday, November 16, 2oo8 

Super Sunday 

Sunday, December 14, 2oo8 

Campaign "Main Event" 
(details to follow) 
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Six weeks on the road in Israel 
17-year-old 

Bronfman fellow 
reflects on his sojourn 

in Israel 

Editor'.r Note: Aaron Clayton
Dunn is one of some two dozen 
tun-age Bron/man fallows who 
traveled in Israel this summer. He 
smt regular updates on his explora
tions to the Voice & H erald, which 
have bem published on our web site, 
JTHRI.org, under 'Young]ewish 
Voiw. 

BY AARON CLAYTON-DUNN 

Special To The Voice & Herald 

S INCE LAST WEEK, 
we climbed Masada, 
studied Israeli-Palestin
ian politics, and went to 

the desert, the Dead Sea, and 
the Sea of Reeds. But before I 
mention ous activities in more 
detail, I think I'll make note 
of an interesting realization 
I've come to in terms of God. 

Aaron 
Clayton-Dunn 

For a 
long time I 
thought that 
disbelief in 
God was 
the default 
position. 
I thought 
that since 
belief in 
God takes a 
leap of faith, 
atheists 

are somehow more ratio
nal than theists. 

Recently, however, I realized 
that disbelief in God actually 
takes leaps of faith itself. For 
example, if one is to disbelieve 
in God, one has to believe that 
there is a natural explanation 
for everything, and that there 
is no "why," only a "what" 
- everything is random. 

One also has to believe that 
all people's experiences of 
God are purely psychological 
or socaological. And, one 
has to believe that there is 
no external morality - that 
morality , a human tructuse 
or is entirely subjective. 

Those who chomc to believe 
an God can define their belief 

Aaron Clayton-Dunn and the Bronfman Fellows in Jerusalem. 

however they see fit. They 
can assign God any powers 
or responsibilities or roles. 

Essentially, they create in 
their minds a God they can 
believe in, given evidence 
they perceive. For some, 
this takes many leaps of 
faith. The utmost example 
of this is those who believe 
in the "Santa Claus" God. 

For others, there needs be 
as little as one leap of 

in time for sunrise. Then we 
walked around through the 
ruins for a while and then 
climbed down and went home 
to sleep for the rest of the day. 

After a peaceful Shabbat, 
on Sunday, we entered into a 
one-day segment on cusrent 
events. A speaker came to talk 
to us about his project, Memri 
TV This is an organization 
that translates newspapers and 

Palestinian case: he spoke of 
an oppressed people who had 
never been treated as equals in 
Israel. Israel was, he pointed 
out, largely inhabited by 
Palestinians before 1948 when 
Israel declared independence. 

He claimed the land was 
rightfully theirs and that if 
Israel was to remain as Israel, 
it should be more accepting of 
its Arab population. I'll accept 

this. I'm obviously a 
faith: some benevolent 
being created and 
shaped the universe. 

My main point is 
that both believers and 
disbelievers in God have 
postulates - self-evident 
assumptions. They are 
based on experience or 
a belief in the abilities 
or inabilities of science 

"After a peaceful Shabbat, we 
entered into a one-day segment 

on current events. A speaker came 
to talk to us about his project, 

Memri TV, an organization which 
translates newspapers and TV 

from Arab countries." 

proponent of human 
rights, but what about 
the suicide bombers 
and the missiles? 

Iflsrael lets 
down it's guard as 
it has in the past, 
it will expose itself 
to attack. I think, 
as is so often the 
case, the solution 

to prove one thing or 
another. Or they are 
based simply on how 
one prefers to live one's life. 
But they do exist, for both 
the believers in God and the 
believers in Godlessness. 

OK, so on to what happened 
in the Bronfman fellows' trip in 
the past week. On Friday, we 
woke up at 1:15 in the morning 
and took a bus to Masada. This 
is a small plateau/mountain 
where a group of Jews lived 
and supposedly committed 
mass suicide when faced with 
Roman conquest in 73 C.E. 

lt overlooks the Dead Sea 
and we made it to the top 

TV from Arab countries to 
show the propaganda as well 
as the reformist movements 
coming out of countries like 
Iran. We got to see a clip of 
anti-U.S., pro-Iran propaganda, 
and it was quite scary. 

It was intended to be m iti
gated by a clip of an Iranian 
reformist talking, but the DVD 
was scratched and we were left 
with only the quite frightening 
image of extremism in Iran. 

Later that Sunday, Dr. Adel 
Mana came to speak with us. 
I-le is an Arab historian who 
came essentially to plead the 

lies in moderation 
and compromise. 

That night, 
Ron Dermer came to speak 
to us. He is a University 
of Pennsylvania/Oxford 
University graduate who works 
in public relations in Israel. 

He has had a number of quite 
important advising positions in 
government and is now Israel's 
Minister of Economic Affairs 
in the United States. He spoke 
about making Israel's case to 
the United States populace. 

He said that if he cou.ld say 
only one thing to everyone in 
the U.S. about the subject, he 
would say, "the Arab world is 
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500 times the size oflsrael." 
He wants Israel put in a 
larger perspective and held 
up as a beacon of democracy 
in a world of tyranny and 
religious-political extremism. 
He spoke of anti-Semitism. 
He has defined it as the 
three d's: demonization, 
denial oflsrael's right to 
exist, and double standard. 

The last being the most 
important and common, 
holding Israel to a double 
standard happens repeatedly 
in history and demonstrates 
real anti-Semitism (often 
unconscious and unintended). 

I realize how much I've 
written, so I'll condense the rest 
of the week. On Tuesday we 
went to the Negev. We got to 
see a truly beautiful desert and 
a lot of ibex, a type of mountain 
goat that looks like a gazelle. 
We hiked through the desert 
and at night sat and watched 
the stars and comets. The 
Milky Way was more clearly 
defined than I've ever seen it. 

On Wednesday we hiked 
again in the desert, through 
Ein Akev. Then we swam in 
an oasis at the base of a cliff 
and took jeeps on a wild ride 
up and down dunes along 
an undefined dirt path to an 
amazing catered lunch at a park 
in the middle of the desert. 

On Thussday, we drove back. 
We stopped on the way for a 
boat ride in the Sea of Reeds. 
It was a beautiful yacht and 
we had a view of both Jordan 
and Israel. We stopped and 
went swimming and then had 
lunch on the boat. Then we 
took the bus to the Dead Sea 
and went swimming there. It 
is truly an incredible experience 
to swim in the Dead Sea 
- almost like flying. You c= 
literally stand in the water! 

ow it's Thussday night, 
and we're back at Goldstein 
Youth Village in Jerusalem. 

Aaron Cla-,-trm-Dunn. "17-y,.,,-. 
oU from ~;,.,.,tt, M,m.. has b«n 
chnmidmg hu ,c um m brwl "-' a 
Bron_fr,an fall= tJ.is ,.,,..""" Hu 
pm._,, aavww om Ix fow,.i ~ 
r °"" & Hm,J.l =i> r,a.f11iRI 
"'K• under roung Jn,.·uh r • ""' • 
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Israel: Land of memories for an American teenager 
At 15, a young Rhode 

Islander is a 
frequent flyer 

BvJoNCOHEN 
Spa in/ To The Voice & Herald .N I prepare to go to 

srael for the 14th 
me (and I'm not 
xaggerating in the 

slightest), I'm remembering all 
the unique and unforgettable 
experiences I've had there 
during my 15 years. 

Let me back up a little-a 
lot of this wouldn't make sense 
without a preface. My father 
was born and raised in Israel 
but moved to America at age 
29, started a family, became 
a citizen, all that good stuff. 
His side of our family still 
lives in Israel, which is why 
I go there so often. All the 
time I've spent there has been 
special, but there are a few 
memories that stand out. 

I remember the first time I 
went to the Knesset (for those 
who don't know, the Knesset is 
the legislature oflsrael, which 
is similar to the Senate in the 
U.S.). I was nine at the time, 
and my grandfather, Eliezer, 
was a member of the Knesset. 
I met some of the top 

these old men yelling at one 
another, it occurred to me that 
they were less mature than 
I was! I joined my grandfa
ther in smiling with amuse
ment at the people elected to 
represent Israel in govern
ment-those who made the 
laws and big decisions about 
the direction of the Holy 
Land-yelling their heads off 

Jon Cohen in August 2008 

bassists in Israel. H e was 
playing a gig with Gidi Gov, 
one of the biggest names in 
Israeli music, and he got us 
into the bar to see the set . The 
concert was electrifying-it 
was a jazz group made up of 
some of the best musicians in 
Israel. As a frequent concert 
attendee, I appreciate that 
experience much more now 

because it was so rare. 

dogs in Israeli politics, 
including Binyamin 
"Bibi " Netanyahu 
and Shimon Peres. 
It was an extremely 
exci ting experience. My 
:(randfather showed 
me around the whole 
place, which was 

"I 'm going back to Israel to visit 
my family and attend a jazz 
program at Rimon School of 

Jazz and Contemporary M usic, 
Israel's largest independent 
professional music school." 

After the show, I went 
with Alon backstage. 
He asked me in Hebrew, 
"Would you like to meet 
Gidi?" I responded with 
a nervous, "Mrnhmm,'' 
and before I knew it, he 
pulled me backstage. 
As soon as he opened 
the door to the dress-

hu tling and bustling. 
Being the laid-back guy he 

i , my gr .i.ndfarhcr brought me 
,, a (<1mm1ttee meeting, where 
I a v men, none younxcr 
han -o, tart a convcr at1on 

on a tr,p1 I d1Jn't know of or 
under and 'fhc convcr ,1tion 

,iltlv tran 1t1c,11cd mt<> An 

and Aa ili ng thei r arms like 
ki nderga rteners. Whatever 
gets the job done, I guess! 

ing room, G idi blew a 
puff of cigarette smoke into 
my face and asked, "So how 
did you hke the music?" I 
don't remember mulh of 
the cnc, u1ng conve rsati o n , 

bu t J'll never forge t G id, 
Gov blowing smoke in my 
falc fo r J, lonp; a, I live 

when I was 13. We went 
down through the Negev to 
the Ein Gedi waterfalls. We 
climbed hills and walked 
through winding pathways 
to get to the springs. We 
swam, splashed and laughed 

,, together. Afterward, we 
'went to lunch at an authentic 
Moroccan restaurant, where 
we sat on pillows and ate our 

was on the bank of the Dead 
Sea, so we dipped our feet 
into it. It was one of the 
most memorable days of my 
life, not just because of the 
amazing sights, but because 
I was with people I love. 

This month, I'm going back 
to Israel to visit my family 
and attend a jazz program at 
Rimon School ofJazz and 
Contemporary Music, Israel's 
largest independent profes
sional music school. When I 
visited it two summers ago, 
I saw pictures of some of 
the jazz greats, like Herbie 
Hancock, performing there. 

I'm sure I'll create even 
more memories while I'm 
there, so check back in 
September to hear about 
my summer adventure. 

Jonathan Cohen is 15 years 
old and lives in Providence. 
He goes to The Wheeler School 
and enjoys playing music. 
He's also a member if the 
]Vibe Teen Advisory Board. 

This artide first appeared 
in]Vibe.com, a website 
far Jewish teens, and is 
reprinted with permission. 

ar u~cn1, ,h1 -h uh cc111cn tly 
•urned mto an ~II out wrh.i.1 
br d A I vat, hcd som,· ,,f 

Then there was the trip 
when I wa, 10, during which 
[ went into a moky bar that 
people under 21 weren't 
.;ll,,wcd in . And no, it wa,n't 
for the rca on you're think
ing. Mv father g rew up with 
A km , adcl , one of the top 

And then there Jre the 
f,11rnlv mcmonc,. [ remember 
1he last t11n c I wa, there, 

Jon with his cousins In Israel , c,rca 2002 

100, ' 1;. rir AvP 11 1 

J111. nv 11,t ff , f II 11• r~, A II 
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Making aliyah: One year later, living my life with feeling 
There are still brief ,,,. 
moments where I 

forget where I am 

I twas ju t over a year ago 
that I boarded my aliyah 
flight to Israel, thereby 
becoming a citizen of 

Israel and changing my life 
foreYer. A lot has happened 
in that short period of time. 
I've attended ulpan (Hebrew 
Immersion Program), settled 
into my first apartment in 
Israel, held a steady job, begun 
my army service, made friends 
fr~m ar~und the world, paid 
bills, shopped for food, etc., etc. 

Everything, from the 
life-changing to the day
to-day events, has shaped 
m,· first year in Israel. 

·Even :d"ter a year there are 
sometimes brief moments 
where I forget where I am. I'll 
pass omeone on the street 
who·s speaking in Hebrew 
or wearing a yarmulke and I 
think, "That person must be 
Jewish." Then I'll snap out 
of my momentary daze and 
remember that I'm in Israel, 
the land where the majority 
of the population is Jewish. 

But what is day-to-day 
life like in Israel? For most 
people who visit Israel, they 
use their time here to visit the 
major tourist attractions and 
see the amazing scenery. 

\Vhat tourist's visit would be 
complete without a trip to the 
Kotel, Dead Sea, and Masada? 

For those of us who live here 
however, these attractions 
that arc right in our backyard 
.re not always w accessible. 
Living in Israel means being 
a part of Israeli society, and 
dQing so (unless you hold a job 
.l$ omcthmg such as a tour 
guide) often preclude the 
luxury of v1<itmg Israel's mam 
attr>.ttiQn on a regular b>. 1s 

m<e I hit the ground 
running with wQrk rnd ulpan 
after my nlryah, it w Qnly after 
i vcu here that I w. finally 
hk t<, makr. it t" Em Ged1 and 

AUTHOR DANNY STIEGLITZ at his office in Sderot, where he worked for Nefesh B'Nefesh 

the Dead Sea, two of my more 
favorite attractions in Israel. 

I haven't gone anywhere near 
Tzvat in the far North, or Eilat 
in the far South, both of which 
are no more then a few hours 
drive away from my 

answer most of you will give 
is not that often, even if you 
live within a relatively short 
distance of these locations. 

I have not had as many 
opportunities as I would 

the time aside when needed. 
Seeing these places prior to my 
aliyah helped shape my desire 
to move to Israel in the first 
place. Just knowing that I live 
in the same country and have 

apartment in Jerusalem. 
Before thinking about 

how I could live in a 
country such as Israel 
and not visit its main 
attractions on a regular 
basis, ask yourself this 

"The greatest part of living in 
Israel is not what I can see and 
do, but what I feel I contribute 

easy access to them is 
good enough for me. 

The one exception to 
this rule however would 
be the Kotel. Here i a 
place that is practically 
in my backyard. 

- depending on where 
you live, how often 
do you tour h istoricaJ 
sites in your area such 
as the Touro Synagogue in 
Newport, see Paul Revere's 
house in Boston, or hike to 
the top of the Empire State 
Building 1n New York? 

I'm w,I I 1ng to bet that the 

to the country just by being 
here." 

Due to the meaning 
I find in both its 
religious and historical 
significance, I use 1t as a 
checkpoint throughout have liked to visit some of 

my favorite artractions and 
places in Israel. Fortunately 
for me, the beauty ofliving in 
Israel is that I know 1 can see 
these place, whenever I want. 
It's just a matter of puttrng 

my experiences in Israel. 
It is where I some ti me go on 

a regular basis to prdl, think, 
and analyze where my life in 

Israeli ukrng me. That" wh1 
I h.1ve nude a point of goin~ 
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to the Kotel at least once a 
month since the night I arrived 
in Israel over a year ago. 

But the greatest part of 
living in Israel is not wh.t I 
can see and do, but what I feel 
I contribute to the country ju t 
by being here. At my arrin.l 
ceremony in Ben Gurion 
airport, ~ne of the spc.iker said 
that the number one resource 
Israel needs is people ro help 
populate the countn and 
contribute to it, cconom, and 
continua] growth . Therefore, b 
ln·ing ,n I,rael I ha,e re.lized 
a ne~ .u;pcct of nn dre.lm that 
I could not ha,~ kno" n l:>ct rc 
my arri, :tl. ThH ju,t b, II\ rn~ 
here I am p•rt o( ,,,mcthin~ 
that " ~rearer th.1n nn, It 
L1vinis nn l1fr with -~,h .l 
keling on ,1 d.ul) ba,1s ,, "h•• 
truh h~, O(' H'mp..in, n 
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Life sciences industry in Israel builds partnership with Massachusetts 
15 Israeli industry ______.____, 
leaders will visit 

Boston in 
mid-September 

BY PENNY SCHWARTZ 

Spaial To Ihc T'oice & H erald 

BOSTO 1 - \ Vhen a delega
tion of business leaders from 
Israel's life sciences industry 
arrives in Boston in mid-Sep
tember, thev will be furthering 
a well-developed partnership 
with l\Iassachusetts that has 
gained significant momentum 
in the last few months. 

Last June, Governor Deval 
Patrick signed into law a 1 
billion Life Sciences initia
tiYe that includes a unique 
partnership with Israel, 
the only foreign country 
included in the legislation. 

In ~ovember, the Massa
chusetts governor is expected 
to visit Israel on a mission 
focused on the Life Sciences 
and clean technologies, accord
ing to a recently published 
report in Ihe Boston Globe. 

The fourth annual Boston
Haifa life sciences delegation 
will bring together 15 Israeli 
life science business leaders 
with Massachusetts inves
tors, CEOs, and researchers 
and academics, according 
to Robin Blatt, director of 
the Combined Jewish Phi
lanthropy's Boston-H aifa 
Life Sciences Insti tute . 

Boston serves as a gateway 
to the rest of Massachusetts, 
including its southeastern 
region that is strong in the 
field of marine biotechnol
ogy, as well as the emerging 
environmental, or "clean" 
technologies, Blatt sa id . There 
arc numerous companies 
working in this field in Israel. 

\Vhcn companies come 
from hracl , there is a potential 
for natural alliances to fo rm , 
BJ..t no ed. The exchanges 
h.-·e been very mcce«ful over 
the ye.i.r , Blatt aid, con-
nee ,ng I raeli entrepreneur 

MASS. GOV. DEVAL PATRICK, right, greets Mass. Life Sciences Center Advisory Board Chair Harvey Lodish. As part of the S1 billion Life Sciences 
initiative, Lodish will lead a team of world-class scientists with ensuring the scientific credibility of the Center's grant-making activities. 

with life science leaders, 
researchers, and investors. 

"W e want to get them 
together with the best and 
brightest people in thei r field, 
and maximize the 
chances for suc-

new law which authorizes 
joint academic and indus
trial research and business 
exchanges between M as
sachusetts and Israel and 

tor of the M assachusetts Li fe 
Sciences C enter, the agency 
charged with overseeing the 
new law, is expected to address 
Israel's life sciences delegates 

during their visit, 
along with other 

cess," Blatt told Ihe 
Voice & H erald in a 
phone conversation. 

The delega
tion is part of the 
Boston-Haifa 

"Many in New England understand 
that if you're looking for 

innovationand patents, Israel 

industry experts, 
Blat t told Ihe 
Voice & H erald. 

There's a natural 
match between 
Israel and Mas
sachusetts, based 
on Massachu
setts' wealth of 
universities, 

Connection, which 
was established in 
2004 by the CJP 
of Greater Boston 
in collaboration 
with the municipal-
ity of Hai fa and 
other Hai fa-based 
orga nizations. 

The success of the Boston
Hai fa Connection laid 
the groundwork for the 

is the place." 

Nadav Tamir, 
Consul General 

of Israel to New England 
hospitals and 
financial institu
tions, said Nadav 

ca ll s for the creation of trade 
facilities for pilot projects. 

Susan Windham- Bannister, 
the newly appointed direc-

Tamir, Consul 
General of Israel 

to New England. Partner
ships between the life sciences 
and environmental indus tri es 
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based in Rhode Island and 
Israel are in earlier stages of 
discussion, Tamir noted. 

"M any in New England 
understand that if you're look
ing for innovation and patents, 
Israel is the place," Tamir said . 
More and more delegations on 
both sides are turning these 
opportunities into commer
cial ties, he pointed out. 

Tamir said he has met with 
officials in Rhode Island, 
including the office of Gov. 
Donald L. Carcieri, to explore 
common industries such as 
marine secu rity and the eiwi
ronmental industry, including 
clean technologies. Israel is 
becoming a leader in the field 
of renewable energy, he said 

"There's a lot of recept1"
ity on both sides and , 
arc tr, i11g to pursue th1<" 
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Introducing American Jews to the Promised Land 

Israel captures 
imagination of six 

young Jewish families 
from Rhode Island 

BY GORDON AND MARJORIE 

ROSENTHAL FOER 

Special To The Voice & H erald N ATEJUNEtrip 
o Israel brought 

Toby Liebowitz's 
ream to real-

ity, when she took six local 
families on a trip to Israel. On 
June 24, we all gathered along 
the ancient Roman aqueduct 
in Caesarea with our pre-b'nei 
mitzvot children, dipped our 
toes in the Mediterranean, 
recited the Shehechyanu 
and embarked on a 12-day 
customized, family-oriented 
study tour of Eretz Y'Israel. 

Toby, a part-time Hebrew 
teacher at Temple Emanu
El, and her Israeli coun
terpart, Einat Rafaeli of 
Oranim College, worked 
to bring this tour to life. 

Einat and Adele Bassin, our 
licensed tour guide, showed us 
all oflsrael's wonders. Einat's 
soothing, yet lively, presence 
enticed adults and children to 
participate in activities that 
led us to answer important 
questions: "Why did David 
decide to build Jerusalem right 
here? What can your families 
do to more deeply commit 
yourselves to a Jewish life? 

Einat and the chiJdren 
regularly traced our route 
on "Izzy," a map oflsrael. 

Adele deftly brought 
modern and biblical history 
and cultural , political and reli
gious issues into perspective 
for the adults. An immigrant 
from South Africa, she tried 
to set right any "mistaken" 
impres<ions or "misinforma
tion" we might have about 
I rad, at times tempering 
her delivery. We wondered 

TOBY LIEBOWITZ, front, of Riverside, led a group of six young Rhode Island families to Israel. They met with their pen pals, stayed on a 
kibbutz for the first week, and here, at Masada, proudly display The Voice & Herald. 

whether her less-than-progres- saJem, in an ancient ruin on It was magical when our 
sive political and cultural per- Masada, or on a beach in Tel kids finally met their pen pals 
spectives were representative Aviv, we shared our thoughts at Ner HaGilboa , an elemen-
of most licensed tour guides. and feelings about the day. tary school. For a few months 

The chemistry of our group One evening, after visiting the kids had been writing 
added enormously to our the house where the Decla- each other via the Internet 
experiences. We had ere- ration oflndependence had and now they were showing 
ated, with the skilled hands been read by Ben Gurion, us their classrooms. We had 
of Toby and Einat, our ------------------- severaJ opportunities 
own traveling com- II After seeing what Israel has to meet with them and 

munity and family. We done in her short 60 year life, I their families, share 

all had the patience, am inspired to accomplish food, fun and gifts. 
understanding and Some pen pals held 
unconditional accep- more in mine. II hands, hugged and 
tance and love that kissed good-byes. 
come with family. At a nearby school, 

Everywhere we Elaine Myers about 15 eighth grade 
went, our hosts invari- Israeli-Arab students 
ably commented (and 
the parents /welled) that our 
children were among the 
most mature, delightful and 
insightful they had encoun
tered. Each morning and 
evening, We gathered for our 
Maagals Bok,r Tov and Layla 
Tov (circle times). Sitting on 
the grass overlooking Jeru-

and watching a short film 
about the founding oflsrael, 
Elaine said, "After seeing 
what Israel has done in her 
short 60-year life, I am 
inspired to accomplish more 
in mine." During maagal, a 
number of the older children 
expressed that they felt like 
they "had come home." 

danced and sang 
their way into our hearts. 
They filled our bellies with 
traditional foods and our 
kids communicated in uni
versal terms - sports , Brit
tany Spears and "Titanic." 

Our kids are creating a CD 
with some of their favorite 
music to send them . Staff 
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members appreciate the 
benefits they have as Israeli 
citizens, but they feel deeply 
for their Palestinian brothers, 
and hope we, as Americans, 
pressure our government to 
help bring about peace. 

We met some Ethiopian 
Jews, both at an Ethiopian 
Absorption Center and at 
a private home. A nation-
ally known Ethiopian dancer 
unsuccessfully tried to teach 
us some traditional dances, 
while Barry led the kids in 
drumming. he told us of her 
harrowing journey escaping 
Ethiopia, seeing white people 
for the first time, learning how 
to live as a part of a mi nor-
ity and finally coming into 
her own after serving in the 
Israeli rmy. he aid, "It 
took me about eight years to 
feel comfortable in Israel." 

In looking out over the 

See VISIT, F•cing P•g• 
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SAFE NOW-REMEMBERING DESTRUCTION 
Even now, Israel is a safe haven as a young girl waits to be processed at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv on Aug. 12, 2008 after arriving from besieged Georgia. 

Jews pray at the Western Wall, fasting to mark the destruction of the First and Second Temples during Tish'a B~v in Jerusalem's Old City. 

From Preceding Page 

Kineret on the Golan Heights, 
one can't help but realize its 
strategic interest to Israel. 
The Kineret and its watershed 
provide 30 percent oflsrael's 
drinking water; it is the source 
of a high percentage oflsrael's 
beef, fruit and wine and is a 
natural blockade against any 

VISIT: A magical experience for Rhode Islanders young and old 
military attack from Syria. 

From the Golan H eights, 
we descended to Kjar Blum 
and rafted down the Jordan 
River along the border. 

"How strange to enjoy a 
beautiful peaceful ride while 
knowing that barely 50 feet 
away are more landmines and 
an attentive border control," 
said Eliza Beringhause. 

D id we say 'peaceful'? Well, 
only in the sense that there was 
no violence! It was the place 

Tue Foers' ode to Toby Liebowitz: 

for end-of-school year celebra
tions, especially for many boys 
from Arab schools, Jewish 
secular schools and Jewish 
religious schools. Like us, they 
were on inflatable kayaks and 
rafts. They were quite raucous 
and usually out of the boats, 
sometimes jumping out of 
trees or swinging from ropes 
into the water. Their shouts 
and antics far outshone any 
religious differences. Once, our 
raft floated past a surreal juxta
position. On one side, we saw 
two bikini-clad Israeli teenage 
gi rls, and on the other, a raft 
of Arab women fully draped 

A few hours before we 
emerged from the tunnel and 
entered Jerusalem from the 
east, Toby met with one parent 
from each family while the 
others walked down to the 
Dead Sea. "A Palestinian from 
East Jerusalem just bulldozed 
several vehicles, killing three 
Israelis and wounding many 
others," she said. We decided 
to continue as planned and 
didn't tell the kids . 

Our group bade Israel good
bye with songs and tributes 
after observing Kabbalat Shab
bat at our hotel in Jerusalem. 
We agreed to form a cbornral; 
back home. While we can only 
specu late on the long-term 
effects this journey w1ll have on 
our k.ids, we know 1t won't be 
trivial 

ON THEIR LAST day 
together, the group 

recited the foUowing verse: 
To be or not to be? That 

w her que<t1on. Would 
thi vi ,on ever mani
fe•t- or would tt remain 
ycr , mid ummcr night' 
dream; I h,vc .o1 dream," 

she said, and in so saying 
her minions appeared. 
After much wandering 
and wondering, and in the 
land, he promised. Si.x 
fam1lie became one. And 
there was light, and 1t was 
good . o, 1t wa fabulous! in tradition,1_) burb<. Perhaps 

'pcacefu l' is accurate when su h 
extreme, co-exist . 

Israel: 
It's a family affair 

DARTICIPANTS on 
r the Israel adventure 
were: Toby Liebowitz, 
Judy and Ed Westrick and 
their daughters, Molly and 
Natalie; Eliza and ten: 
Beringh.iusc and their 
daughter, A,~va; Ewne 
Meyers and B.i.rry Priunt 
and their son, No.i.h; 
DebramdJKk , '.iss.1u 
and their daughter<,R.chcl 
and Jessica, Penni md 
D,ve K,dmon ~d their 
children, Dodi. Ronen 
and •nh; and ~fariorie 
and Gordon Ro,cnth.11 
Focr .ind th~,r <nn. ~.lm 



-----___ ,,,, ___ ---------.... ------------_,,..,.,,....,, ..................... -~--
......... ......_. ... ....,........, .. ----~~-_.._........., ... ....,.,. ________ ......., __ 
...................... .,. ........... ...,......,,,,,. ........................ .,. ---............ _.,_. .. ....,_ .......,..,,_ 

Commemorating Israel's 60th Anniversary 

•..-....----------------.....-----------

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
F RH OE l LAND 

Enhancing J wish education .. 
Bu1ldtng a Vibrant Jewish Communit y ,n Gr at r Rhod Island 



7 

September 5 
Sabbath Services 

Following Oneg there will be an 
informal discussion led by Scott 
Tepper. 

WHERE: United Brothers Syna
gogue, 205 High St, Bristol 

WHEN:8 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 253-3460 

September7 
Road Race 
Miriam Hospital/JCCRI 5K Road 
Race. Prizes awarded to top 
finishers. Post-race activities for 
entire family. 

Where: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave ., 
Providence 

WHEN: 9 a.m. youth, 10 a.m. 
adult 

COST: $20/adult, SB/youth 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext 210 

Open House 
Temple Emanu-EI hosts open 
house. Refreshments will be 
served. 

Where: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 10 a.m. -12 p.m. 

MORE INF0: 331-1616, or 

glevine@teprov.org 

Class Registration 
Temple Am David fall education 
program 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St, Warwick 

WHEN 9 30 - 10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO. 463-7944 

Hebrew Class for Adults 
Temple Etz Chaim offers 1ts adult 
educaoon classes 

WHERE Temple Etz Chaim, 900 
Washington St, Franklin, Mass 

WHEN 7.30-9 30 p.m., first three 
Sundays in September 

COST $30 donaoon requested 
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Join in with the Miriam Hospital/JCCRI Sk road race on Sunday, Sept. 7, with the youth 
starting time at 9 a.m. and adults at 10 a.m. 

MORE INFO: (508) 528-5337, or 
euge620@cox.net 

Championship Basketball 
Striar JCC Sunday Basketball 
League Championship Game 

WHERE: Striar JCC, 445 Central 
St, Stoughton, Mass. 

WHEN: Play begins 7 p.m. 
Sunday, also on Tuesday and 
Thursday 

MORE INFO: (781) 341-2016 

UESDAY 
September9 
Story Time 
P J Library program provides Jew
ish-themed books for children. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave. , Providence 

WHEN: 10-11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-0956, ext 80, or 
nkatzman@bjeri.org 

y 

September 10 

Live from the 92nd St. Y 
Giana Steinem will be the first 
featured speaker appearing 'live' as 
part of JCCRI program sponsored 
by the Starr-Tabak Endowment 
Fund. 

WHERE Social room, JCCRI, 401 
Elmgrove Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 8 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 108 

HURSDAY 
September 11 
Bereavement Group 
Hug N'hamah group for those 
mourning the loss of loved ones. 
Facilitated by Dr. Judith Lubiner 
and Rabbi Amy Levin. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 
• 

Temple Habonim Open House 
Temple Habonim invites com
munity to connect with its vibrant, 
growing congregation, meet 
Rabbi Klein and education direc
tor Linda Silverman. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd ., Barrington 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

Temple Emanu-EI Open House 
Become a temple member for a 
day. Refreshments will be served. 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Gershon Levine at 
331 -1616 or glevine@teprov. 
org. 

Hadassah Open Board 
Meeting 
"Youth Aliyah: Giving Hope to the 
Hopeless," featuring Carol Good
man Kaufman. 

WHERE: Highland Court, 101 
Highland Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

FRIDAY 
September 12 
Yiddish Shmoozers 
Inaugural meeting of the group's 
seventh year. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 9:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 107 

Story Time 
Presented by PJ Library. 

WHERE: Books on the Square, 
471 Angell St., Providence 

WHEN: 10- 11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-1616 

{T 

September 13 
Hoe Down 
To support Southside Community 
Land Trust, help celebrate Rl's lo
cal food system featunng farmers, 

wineries and breweries 

WHERE: Urban Edge Farm, 31 
Pippin Orchard Rd ., Cranston 

WHEN: 4 - 8 p.m. 

COST: $20/adult, $15/students, 
$5/kids under 12 

MORE INFO: 273-9419, ext 32 or 
outrea ch@southsidecltorg 

Slfl\TD y 
September 14 
Shofar factory 
Make your own Sholar from cook
ing to the final polishing. 

WHERE: Tama risk Assisted Liv-
ing, 3 Shalom Dr., Warwick 

WHEN: 1:30 p.m. 

COST: $2/admission, $6/Shofar 

MORE INFO: 884-7888. or Rabbi@ 
RabbiWarwick.com to RSVP 

Potluck Picnic Day 
GesherCity RI will host its first 
annual Potluck Picnic Day 

WHERE: Field behind the JCCRI, 
401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

WHEN: noon - 4 p.m. 

COST: bring an item for the 
picnic 

MORE INFO: Rob at rcutler@ 
jccri.org 

Live from the 92nd St Y 
New York Times columnist Tom 
Friedman will be the second fea
tured speaker appearing 'live' as 
part of JCCRI program sponsored 
by the Starr-Tabak Endowment 
Fund. 

WHERE: Social room, JCCRI, 401 
Elmgrove Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext 108 

Shofar factory 
Make your own Shofar from coo -
ing to the final polishing 

WHERE. Tamarisk Assisted Liv-
ing, 3 Shalom Dr Warwtck 

WHEN 1.30 p.m. 

COST. S2/adm1ss1on, Shofar 

MORE INFO 884-7888 

"- CAlt,.,.OA.~ r • 11 



CANTOR RICHARD PERLMAN and his daughter, Jessica, at the Western Wall 

'The single-most amazing experience of my lifetime' 
Four cantors and 

an entourage from 
Temple Am David 

explore Israel 

B v ) ESSICA P ERLMAN 

Special To 7he Voiu & Herald 

IS SUMMER,! 
was fortunate enough 
to take my very 
first trip to Israel. I 

went with my father, Cantor 
Richard Perlman, the spiritual 
leader of Temple Am David, 
and 25 of hi congrega nts. 
My three uncles, Eli, Josh and 
, hnny, all cantors, and <ome 
nf their congregants joined u<. 

It wa, qutte a group. For two 
w cb, we tour d l ,racl, <ing 
m11; with 1hr cantor, rcJ,.x1ng 
in he Drad c.i, d1'(0V ring 

Mount M asada, reveling in 
the fantastic shopping, visit
ing museums, bringing gifts 
to the Emunah Center and 
the Ethiopian Absorption 
Center, meeting pilots at 
the Hatzerim Air Force 
Base, rafting the Jordan 
River and much more. 

Since we returned, I 
have attempted to relive 
the experience by looking 
at the photos, watching 
the videos, and remem-
bering how complete l 
felt in our Holy Land . I 
recall peaking with my 
brother a few years ago, 
when he had returned 
from his first visit to Israel. 
He told me that there were 
no words to fully describe his 
expe rience ,ind h1 , feelings 
.1.bout 1t l remember telbn!( 
h,m th,t he wa< JU< l being luy 

and if I ever went to Israel, 
d iscussing it would be easy. 

I was so wrong. 
H ow doe, one describe the 

single most amazing experience 

"If I hadn't gone to Israel, 
I don't think that I would 

have ever truly been 
complete. In my 26 years 
of age, this trip was the 

greatest thing I have ever 
done." 

of one's lifetime? Where do I 
begin and is it po sible to relay 
the emoti m I felt throughout 
this journey) , ,1 roung Jew1 <h 
woman, 1 know one thing if 

I hadn't gone to Israel, I don't 
think that I would have ever 
truly been complete. In my 
26 years of age, this trip was 
the greatest thing I have ever 

done, and there are a few 
especially memorable and 
meaningful moments that 
I experienced in Israel. 

'flU: K OTEL 

Going to the Kotd for 
the fust time was some
thing that will stay with me 
forever. We went there for 
Shabbat, and as expected, 
it was mobbed. I went with 
the other women to our 
side of the \Vall , .1nd ,va ,ted 
until I w;is able to put mr 
hand to it. ] looked .iround 

•tall the women. Some prd\td, 
some cried, .ind others <1 mph 
<at •nd watched There " .1, 

rn unm1<uk.tble hoh pre<
cncc th,H engultcd me \\ 'hen 

Commemorating Israel's 60th Anniversary 

THE W ESTIN 
PROVIDENCE 

la r, ihar c. + ren w 

I was able to place my hand on 
the Western Wall, careful not 
to disturb those around me, I 
closed my eyes and began to 
pray. I couldn't stop. It sounds 
strange, but it was almost as 
though my hand was being held 
to the \ Vall by a magnetic force. 
God was all around us th,t 

habbat. For the first time in mv 
life, I felt completely at peace , 

A few days [;irer, we went 
to Yad Lda,huh, the Lifeline 
fo r the ged, an org.iniut,on 
that enables the ddcrly and 
di,.ibled to creatln :Jy contribute 
to ,ociet\ by cre.iti ng beauti
ful]) deuiled and lugh qu,1.ht: 
artwork, including meulworl-, 
cerami , <ill- r ,ming. w '"~ 
mg, knmmg and cmbro,dcf)·, 
);,d Ltt1</-r,~ pnwidc, a h.,mc. 
h01 mc,l<, k<t1Hl , clcl,,atl(ln<, 
tr,1.nc,;p0rt.1t1fm. ~(x1.,1;l tnl• 

• M M RIC~. F c1nq P 



MEMORIES: 
Yad Vashem was 
the moment of 
the trip for me 

From Page 24 

tics, and medical help ro its 300 
residents. The residents' works 
of arr are sold in the gift shop 
and proceeds go the organiza
tion. \\ 'har fod Lek.ashish does 
is phenomenal; ir defines Israel's 
essence oflo,·e, support and life. 

YADVASH£M 
Thar was the moment of the 

trip for me, and ir will sray 
with me forever. ~lY father 
and I watched a sho~r video 
that depicted the :'\azis and 
their hatred of Jews. I had read 
books and heard stories about 
the Holocau t. However, my 
knowledge was ,·ery basic; by 
watching the video, my eyes 
were opened ro the monstrous 
truth of the Holocaust. The 
vi.deo depicted Jews as trolls, 
spiders and beasts whose main 
goal was to take over the world. 

At the end, I had a lump 
in the back of my throat and, 
for the first time in my life, 
felt truly despised. I felt sick 
ro my stomach viewing the 
display of ;\'azi propaganda. 

I finished the tour through a 
haze of tears. The burned shoes, 
hairbrushes, books and thimbles. 

.-\nd, the faces. At the end of 
the tour, mv father and I held 
one anothe~. crying desperately 
for the ,-icti ms. The last part of 
the tour brought us to a spec
tacu.l.r overlook of Jerusalem 
that s-:rcams, ";\'ever again." 

1hcsc were just a few of the 
.lm.umg momen of my trip. 
The l.iughs, the friends, the 
fal.tfcl . It w.i.s all so unbelicv
abk ceing I ,.el with my dad 
w.._ the grutest gift that I've 
e>·er received . \ Vhile his credit 
C.lrd m.iY be cringing for the 
nut few yeu , I ju t hope that 
he know how th.nkful I am. 
And how I'm already pl:i.nmng 
our next np back to I rael . 

jwu11 Prrlm1111, afrr,'1:mu 
WTrUr, "'" N rr11,lvd al Prrl• 
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FATHER AND DAUGHTER visit Hatzerim A ir Force Base 

Replicating insulin-producing cells offers hope to diabetics 
Researchers 

envision human 
clinical trials some 

years away 

BY J TA STAFF WRITERS 

ISRAEL - Thanks to 
researchers at Tel Aviv Uni
versity, a new cu.re for diabetes 
- a deadly disease that can 
cause blindness, kidney failure, 
strokes and heart disease and 
one that :ufccts some eight 
percent of the U.S. population 
- may be on the horizon. 

Working with a team of 
rcse:irchcrs, Shi.moo Efr-at, 
a. profai60r with the school's 
Sackler Faculty of Medicine, 
h~ developed a way to cultivate 
ce1.b derived from insulin--pro
ducing beu cell from human 
t1..ue in the bboratory. The 

goal? To implant these new 
healthy cells into patients with 
Type I diabetes . 

Artificially replacing the 
insulin cells that people need, 
this method, if successful, could 
mean that fewer people will 
succumb to the disease while 
they wait to receive a life-saving 
pancreas and kidney transplant. 
Too, Professor Efrat's research 
paves the way to treat those 
Type I diabetes patients for 
whom organ transplant is not a 
viable option. And one day, the 
procedure may be as simple as a 
blood transfusion. 

Type I diabetes, the most 
severe form of the condition, 
gencrilly emerges as a chronic 
condition in childhood or early 
adulthood. The body's immune 
system stops worlcing properly 
and destroys the pancreas' beta 
celb. Beta celb are needed to 

produce insulin, and a shortage 
of insulin inhibits the break-

Photo courtesy Tel AVIY Un1YttStty 

Professor Shimon Efrat, lead 
diabetes researcher 

down of food into energy. By 
the time a dia.gnosis of diabetes 
is made, most beta cells are 

irreparably destroyed. Injec
tions of insulin can ease the 
symptom , but some mdividuals 
with diabetes cvcntuilly rcqui.n: 
extreme mearu=, such 
organ tnnspl.tn , to stay alive. 
~ shortagc of organ 

donors mues the dcvdop--

ment of new cell sources for cell 
therapy critical," said Professor 
Efrat. "Using beta ccll expan
sion, we are able to grow a 
massive reserve of healthy cells 
that may be made to produce 
enough insulin to restore the 
function of the destroyed cells." 

Unlike earlier ~ initia
tives that failed to multiply 
mouse beta cells in culture, Pro
fessor Efrat' s work h.s increased 
the number ofhwmn beta cells 
successfully. "In theory, cells 
from one donor can be multi
plied thousands of times,• he 
said, cxp1ai.ning CM the next 
hurdle will be to • cocwi.ncc • 
these beu cells to produce insu
lin in the human boch·. Anoma 
major hunilc will be getting 
an individu.l'• immune~ 
to aro:pc: theK new cells when 
tran.spbntai. Human c.1irucal 
trials, E&at cautionc:d, mav not 
begin fur another live~ or 
mott. 

Commemorati ng Israel's 60th Anniversary 
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Ziv Assor Zohar Bromberg 

Israeli emissaries learn, teach and marvel at America's differences 
Young Israelis 

experience four
way stop signs, 

Target and women 
chanting 

the haftorah 
BY MARK BINDER 

I NTERIM EDITOR 

mhinder@jfri.org 
PROVIDENCE - Ziv and 

Zohar might sound like the 
name of a Hebrew-speak
ing comedy team . It's not. 
These two engaging young 
people are Rhode Island 's 
late<t vi itor from Israel 
putic,patang in the Southern 

cw England Consortium 
Young Emi< ary Program. 

The program, which has 
bcrn operating ,n Rhode 
l<larnl for JO years, 1 designed 

to connect Israel and Amer
ica - person to person. 

"The emissaries bring Israel 
to life," said the Bureau of 
Jewish Education's Direc-
tor oflsrael Desk and 

you go into the service. It's 
called Ihnat sherot. Coming to 
America with this program 
is what I wanted to do." 

"It's important to do this," 

something to learn home." 
Speaking about the decline 

in the American Jewish popu
lation, Zohar thought that she 
could make a big difference by 

creating relationships. 
Special Education, Beth 
Brier. "They work in 
day schools, Hebrew 
schools, seniors agen
cies and preschools." 

Last week, Zohar 
Bromberg and Ziv Assor 
arrived in Rhode Island 

"I bring Jewish community 
there - the real Israeli life 

that I live every day. It's very 
different from the television, 

"I think it's important 
for teenagers to come 
show you what Israel 
is for us," she said. "I 
know that in America, 
every day Jews disappear 
- they aren't Jews any-

to begin their yearlong 
visit to our communities. 
Their smiles are infec-
tious, and their inten-
tions are heartwarming. 

"I was in a delegation last 
year in Cleveland," Zohar 
said. I find the Jews in the 
diaJpora very interesting. I 
wanted to know about them. 
In I rael, when you finish your 
high school, you can do a year 
for the communi ty before 

radio and Internet." 

Ziv Assor 

Zohar agreed . "The biggest 
community of Jews out of 
Israel is here in the US . It's 
special to come from Israel 
and show the other side of 
the Jewish community in 
Israel. I think it's interesting 
for Americans. I give some
thing that I know and take 

more. Maybe we can do 
something about that." 

"You can see Israel 
here on the BBC or in 
the media ," Ziv said. "It's 
very different from my 

point of view. The media show 
what they want. 1ney show 
the war. I bring the spi rit of 
I srael and the Jewish com
munity there - the real lsracli 
life that I live every day. lt's 
very d 1tfcrent from the televi
sion, radio and Internet." 
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TEMPLE EMANU--EL 
"TO B A FRE PEOPL TN OUR LAND" 

Hat,kvah, The Hop 

pnnsurr ti l\v l m~ 1, r-11111111 I I 

The most immediate dif
ference between America and 
Israel that they both pointed to 
happens every week ... Shabbat. 

"Friday in Israel is very dif
ferent than it is here," Ziv said. 
"All the stores close early and 
you can smell the cooking. You 
can feel the spirit of Friday." 

Zohar, who says that she is 
a secular Jew, still finds the 
spirit of Friday important. 

"I have a Friday feeling in 
my house," she said, "but I'm 
not going to synagogue or 
keeping kosher. Judaism here 
is more diverse. You c,rn be 
Jewish the way ·ou want to 
be. In Isr.lel, it' mostly black 
and white . You're religious 
or secular. There is a_lmost 
nothing ,n the middle . In 

merica, you can be where 
1·ou want and ho, YOU want: 

The role of w0mcn ,n the 
synagogue, a< al<0 revolution-

See VISITORS. P•ge 29 
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Facing worst drought in history, Israel relies on innovations 
Israel has no water 

to waste 
By Dina Kraft 
JT A raff Writer 
GILAT, Israel UTA) - In the 

sands of the egev Desert here, 
mall gron:s of eucalyptus, olive 

and pomegranate trees grow in 
shallow depressions dug out to 

catch floodwater, a method used 
by the N abareans thousands of 
year,; ago. 

The ancient technique is one 
waY Israelis are trvin,g to harness 
e,~rv drop ofwat~r, ~n effort char 
has become critical as the country 
reel from irs fuurth straight ye~ 
of drought. 

E.xpercs say Israel is in the 
won;r water crisis it has ever seen. 

"\ \'e don't ha\·e any water to 

wasre." Sa\ Elisha J\1izrahi, the 
director df the Jewish National 
Fund 's Southern Region, which 
initiated the project. J\1izrahi 
looks out onto the gro,·es, the 
only hint of green for miles. 

As Israel's population swells, 
increasing water demands have 
exacerbated the effects ofbelow
a,·erage rainfall rares and less 
consistent rainfall, which some 
scientists suggest are consequence 
s of global warming. 

The country's three main 
reservoirs, including Lake Kin
neret, have passed their "red" 
or emergency lines. If the water 
levels continue to drop, Israel 
may have to limit water use from 
the Kinneret in the wintertime. 

The government has cut back 
on water allocations for farm
ers and industry, and the Israeli 
public is being urged to reduce 
usage in an aggressive TV cam
paign featuring a woman whose 
face cracks up like a parched 
piece of earth as an ominous 
votce-0\-er intones, "We don't 
h.ivc any water to waste." 

I rad h~ made great strides in 
u~mg recycled sewage water for 
img•ring farmland . About 75 
percent of age wa.ter i treated 
.rnd then u.secl for ilgrirulture, 
c.s,lv m•kmg J r-el the world 's 
kad;ng n•tJon m the field , 
1hc runner-up ctJ<mtry, Sp,un, 
re only 12 pen ent of 1t 

Photo by JTA -Dma Krah 

A GROVE OF EUCALYPTUS TREES growing in the Negev, planted in a de pressio n made in t he sand in order to co llect floodwater 

wastewater. 
"We are creating a source for 

irrigation that otherwise would 
not be used," says Avi Gafni, a 
JNF hydrologist and research 

Compounding the crisis is 
the country's reliance on ground 
water, which provides about two
thirds oflsrael's drinking water. 

"With the depletion of the 

of Soil and Water Sciences. 
"These are very difficult 

processes to reverse," Adin says, 
warning chat the water short
age may become "a catastrophic 

situation if not handled coordinator, while 
standing in front ----------------------properly." 

"One Israeli company, Watersheer, 
has developed a small filter for 

Some water experts 
say the current crisis 
could have been averted 

of one of the 200 
reservoirs the JN F has 
built in Israel to store 
treated sewage water. 
"Every drop of water 
can make the land 
here potentially into 
agricultural land." 

personal drinking water use that is had Israel followed 

b . k d h"k . d through on its plans emg mar ete to I ers, armies an after the last water 

developing countries." crisis, several year,; ago, 
to build a series of new 

The reservoirs com
prise about 16 percent 

----- ----- ------------desalinization plants. 

of the total volume oflsrael's 
water reserves. About 30 percent 
ofl sraeli water used every year 
" recycled wastewater or desali
n_atcd water. 

But the water saving aren't 
enough in this parched land. 

water table from the ground, 
there are opportunities for saltier 
water to seep in and contaminate 
the fresh water," said Avner Adin, 
the founder of the Israel Water 
Association and a professor at 
Hebrew University's Department 

The Israeli govern
ment approved their constrnc
tion as far back as 2002, but the 
rate of building slowed when 
lsrael experienced several years 
of above-average rain.fall and 
investors, including the govnn
mcnt, delayed construction of the 
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plants. 
Israel has two desalinization 

plants, and a third one is about 
a year away from completion. 
But the country's desalinization 
capacity is just one-third of what 
it was supposed to be according 
to the government's plans. 

Last month, the Knesset 
established a stare commission 
of inquiry to determine why 
the government's desaliniu
tion recommendations were not 
implemented. 

"'This is not a water crisi!-; it's 
a political crisis," says Amon 
Soffer, a geogrnphy professor at 

Haifa University. 
Uri Schor, a spokesm•n fur 

Israel's \ Yater ,\uthonn, the 
government agency re<pon<ibl~ 
for watcr ,,,ucs, <a) exp.ind-

Stt WATER, Page 30 
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Rhode Islands only 
j ewish state senator 

speaks out 

EARLIER this year, 
the Rhode Island 
Senate approved 
two resolutions 

recognizing two important 
chapters of Jewish history. 

One was sponsored by State 
Sen. Joshua 1Iiller (D-Dist. 
28, Cranston, Warwick), the 
other co-sponsored by him. 

The first resolution (2008-
S2991, commemorated May 
1 as Holocaust Remembrance 
Day in Rhode Island. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
called Yom Hashoah in Hebrew, 

A father's legacy, a son's passion 
who suffered, resisted and 
survived," Sen. Miller said. 

The second resolution (2008-S 
2992), sponsored by Sen. Leoni
das P. Raptakis and co-sponsored 
by Sen. Miller, recognized the 
60th anniversary of the found
ing oflsrael, and reaffirms the 
close friendship and cooperation 
between Israel and the United 
States - "our shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic 
interests and moral bonds of 
friendship and mutual respect." 

Sen. Miller co-sponsored this 
resolution in honor of his late 
father, Daniel Miller, a World 
War II veteran and a volun-
teer airman for Israel as it was 
being established in 1948. 

Photo courtesy of Josh Miller 

is a national holiday in Israel and 
is commemorated worldwide 

Here, in his own words, 
are Sen. Miller's thoughts 
about the resolutiom and his 
father's influence on him. 

DANIEL MILLER, the father of State Sen. Joshua Miller, was a World War II veteran who volunteered 
as an airman for Israel as it was being established in 1948. 

to call attention to the suffer-
ing of the Jewish people at the 
hands of Adolf Hitler's Nazi 
party. From 1933 to 1945, the 
Nazis killed six million Jews and 
five million others throughout 
Europe in an attempt to eradicate 
the Jewish people and other, 
whom they deemed "inferior." 

Bv STATE SEN.JOSHUA M ILLER 

Special To 1he Voice & Herald 

I WATCH the 
Olympics in 2008, I 

vacated by Elizabeth Roberts' 
decision to run for Lt. Governor. 

Soon after my father's 85th 
birthday he is diagnosed with 
lung cancer. On April 13, 
2006, my family gathers for our 
Seder on my father's first day 
in hospice. The phone rings as 
we open the door for Elijah. The date, which varies annually 

based on the Hebrew calendar, We get word that our father, 
Daniel B. Miller, has quietly 
passed. We continue our Seder, 

---------------- as he would have wished. 

nd myself contem
plating moments I have most 
intensely felt the pride of my 
heritage as a Jewish American. 

I was 18 in 1972, on a plane 
returning from a canoe trip 

is chosen to coincide with the 
date of the Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising in Poland, during 
which Jews forced into a 
ghetto took up arms against 
the Nazis in an attempt 
to stop the deportation of 
hundreds of thousands of 
residents to the Treblinka 
extermination camp. 

"People around the world 
should reflect on the horrors 

A few days later, I continue 
my campaign, knowing my 
dad was so proud and excited 
for me. Sometime between 
winning in November and 
taking office in January, I 
realize that I am the only Jew 
in the Rhode Island Senate. Sen. Miller, who is the 

only Jewish State Senator 
in Rh<Xle Island, said that 
he believes people around 
the world should reflect on 
the horror aod suffering 

and suffering that occurred 
during the Holocaust as a 

reminder of the importance 
of fighting genocide and 

racial injustice throughout 
the world, even today." 

One of my early legislative 
efforts was the sponsorship 
of Uniform Code For Ana
tomical Gift (organ donation 
reform). The Senate recog
nizes my father by naming 
the bill after him, not on ly 
because of his recent pass: 

DANIEL MILLER, earned a masters in philosophy, 
become the father to four sons, and ran Miller Electric 

in Pawtucket with his father, Alex . 

tha.t ,,ccurrcd dunng the 
Holoc,u t a a reminder of 
the 1mportantt of light-
mg K"noode and racial injustice 
thr<>llj!;h the w<>rld, even today. 

"\Ve h,,uld remember the 

Senator Josh Miller 

down the Amazon. I find out 
whi le I w.15 out of touch with 
"c1v1lizat1on," terror had struck 
the Israeli team in Munich. I 
felt like l was ab'-Cnt during ,1n 
J ,Jult nn my people J was 12 in 
1967. I wa rooting for mv ,irmy 
, they rn...red through the 'i111.11. 

l·a t fnrward to 200/i. I decide 
to run fnr the ,tJ.h: 11,cnd tc •~cat 

ing, but also in honor of his 
decision to donate his body to 
J larvard M edical School. · 

As a World War 11 Army 
Air Corps vctcr,in, nw father 
w.i, recruited from Brown 
University's cam pus to help 
crc,1te wh,1t would become 
the 1'racl1 Air Force 

·omc of our fav{lnte o;,tonc, of 

his time there were about his par
ticipation in "Oper.ition B.,J.ik," 
the famous ,muggling of planes 
,ind wc,1pons from Czcchoslo
vaki,1 in the spring of 1948. 

This handsome voung 111.rn 
nf 27 would move on to e.1rn ., 
rn.istcrs 111 ph1lnsoph,, become 
the t,1thcr to tnur snns .. md 
run l\ lillcr Ekctn, 111 P,,w
tuckct wnh his t,ithcr, i\lc , 

I\ Iv C,thcr ,1!,n went ,,n tn have 
(,ever JI ..:~ncer- ;_.inJ intcrc,t'- k1l-

Commemorating Israel's 60th Anniversary 

HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER 
GORDON FOX 

Rhod Island StatP R pr nlat,v 01 Cn t 4 - Demo rat 

Thi,; f',><,. 1, '-P<Hl"'HC'<I flv Rhrwlr 1,1.iml l,111 Rrprr.!,( ril,lil\ 0 nlori I fl 

lowing his acth·e lite in Cam
bndg-e ,1, J ,n,denr and tc,1d1er 
t"lf phih1,ophy Jnd ci:onnm1 ·, .it 

H.1rY.1rd's E,ren,wn ~ch,,.,L 
\h father .md I b,.,th ha\'C 

,h.tred d dt.'<'p ,krrt1d,n1 h'lf .I.Tl\ 

.irmcd c,,ntlict. while ,h.mni;: 
mu,h rndc 1n ~ kin~ hcnt 
th.it h.ts run tlu 'U. h R , , 
P,,land. Elli !,!And. l'n \l-
dcn,<, Cran,t, n. and I r~ r ,~ 
birth md r ,r- hOth h,rth ln 
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ary for Ziv, who attended a 
ervice at Temple Emanu-El. 

"In Israel , most syna
gogues are Orthodox," he 
said . "The women and men 
don' t sit together. Only men 
can be the rbazzan. 1here 
are no women rabbis. 

"I went to Temple Emanu
El. and it was very different. 
The women and the men 
sit together, and a woman 
said the baftorab. She did it 
verv well. It touched me." 

Not eve rything they are 
involved w ith is completely 
se rious. Part of the program 
fo r them is to experience 
how d ifferent America is 
from their home country. 

C oming from Mma
chamya , a rnosbav a (small 
community) south of the 
Kinneret, even Rhode I sland 
seems large to Zohar. 

"Everything is bigger," 
she said with amazement. 
"I t 's so different. I went 
to Target yesterday and 
I was lost in Target." 

Ziv, who is from Afula, 

A new jump to 
support a new 

struggle 
Bv HOWARD KEsn:N8ERG 
Sp«ial /tJ The Voia & Herald 

HR THE 60™ lndcpcn
dcncc Day cclcbration of 
the State of Israel, 150 

paratroopers from 14 di.ffcrcnt 
nations came to jump and show 
their solidarity with the missile
bclagucred city of Amkdon. 
As a member of the Jewish War 
V= and the lntrmational 
Airborne Soacty, I was proud 
to be part of this ccld,ntion. 

Upon arrival WC WCtt checked 
into the very upscale Dan 
Gardens Hotd. The nat day 
'"' airborne training at the Td 
No(Jtndi airl>ome tchool Our 
insaucton looltc:d \la'}' young 
to us, bur alJ had more than 50 
jumpL (At 20 ~~many 
had owu 100!) Aha the aun
illg- all .at1mdcd. czranony 

lt G 

VISITORS: Jews in the diaspora interest the emissaries 
nurture 

CONNECTING ISRAEL and Rhode Island, Ziv Assor, Beth Brier and Zohar Bromberg 

a small city near Haifa, is 
taking American-style driving 
lessons this week. He was 
surprised by the many traffic 

lights and four way stops. 
"Those four way stop 

junctions won't work in 
Israel," he said , laughing. 

For Ziv, keeping kosher in 
Israel wasn't much of a chal
lenge, because he is a vegetar
ian and almost everything 

Paratroopers reunite after 60 years 
at the Paratrooper Memorial 
where the Greek contingent laid 
a wreath to honor the fallen. 

The following day was the 
land jump at Palmachim and 
water survival school at the 
Naval Commandos' special 
boat detachment at the Ashdod 
Navy base for the water jump
ers. As a Navy veteran, I felt at 
home in and around the water 
and was impressed with the 
professional instruction and 
attention that we were given. 

The next morning we trav
eled. to the Negev to visit the 
grnmte of David Ben Gurion, 
the lint president oflsracl. We 
went on a jeep ride in the desert, 
then a traditional lunch in a 
Bedouin tent That night we all 
mustered in our best military 
attire to attend the memorial 
service in the town of Ashkdon. 
During the terVice, photos of all 
the city's war dead from 1948 on 
wett projecttd on large ecreen,, 

The fi>llawing day we traveled 
to Jcn-lem, stopping to pay 

our respects to the tank corps at 
their memorial at Latrun. All of 
the various tanks that the IDF 
uses are on display. And since 
this was the Day of Remem
brance, Israeli Memorial D ay, 
at noon all the air raid sirens in 
the country sounded at once for 
a "moment of silence." It was 

Our instructors 
looked very young to 
us but all had more 

than 50 jumps 

an especially moving moment 
for me. I was near the Kotel 
("Wailing Wall") at the time. 

We then all gathered at the 
site of the Ammunition Hill 
battle site, when a wreath was 
laid in honor of all the young 
pa.ratroopcn who died l.ibcnt
ing the Old City so that - may 
pray at the Wall once again. 

Again that night (as is the 
start of all Jewish celebrations) 
we all paraded in uniform 
for the start oflndependence 
Day. I will never forget the 
crowd chanting "USA, USA" 
and again "USA" when we 
passed in review with our 
banner that read, "Ash-
kelon, you are not alone" 

Way before dawn, my 
comrades and I rose to a small 
breakf.ist then were transported 
to Tel Nofwhere we drew our 
parachutes and equipment. 

Under the watchful eyes of 
the instructors, we donned our 
kit and waited on the tarmac for 
our "ride". A little after 9 a.m., 
two C-130s arrived and soon it 
was "wheels up". Our instructoc, 
an Israeli woman named Noah, 
reminded us that this was not 
a combat jump so that when 
we stood in the d001 we should 
enjoy the view until she tapped 
us on the shoulder, the signal to 
jump. When it WU my turn, the 
view wu tremendooa! Blue lky, 

Commemorating Israel's 60th Anniversary 

TEMPLE BETH- EL 
We rejoice m I srael 's m ilestone birthday. 

sold in the grocery there is 
kosher. But since he's come 
to America, he's discov
ered a new favorite food. 

"I love bagels with cream 
cheese," he said enthusiasti
cally. "When we arrived 
in New York, we went to a 
camp in Connect icut, and 
that was the fi rst time I saw 
a bagel with cream cheese. 
I fell in love with it ." 

Beth Brier ag reed that the 
two way exchange is crucial. 

"I like building relation
ships with Israeli youth, and 
seeing them develop," Brier 
said . "They become more 
independent throughout the 
year as they learn more about 
American Jewish life." 

After the emissaries are 
gone, does she m iss them? 

"Terribly," she said w ist
fully. "I have been in touch 
quite a bit with Anna and 
H adas from last year. They're 
doing great and waiting 
to go into the Army." 

blue Mediterranean, with the 
boats of the Israeli Navy coming 
to meet me. My chute opened 
without problems. I was picked 
up with very little f.mfare and 
whisked to the sbon: in boat 
of what seemed like the entire 
town of Ashlcdon. Champagne 
flowed, people cheered, in a cel
ebration that I will never forget. 

That night we all rcccMd our 
Israeli jump wings at a party 
at the Dan Hotd atll:ndcd 
by the IDF scaff'that made 
all this possible. Thank )'OU 

IDF, thank)'OU lnlanatiooal 
Airbome Society, thank )'OU 

Dan Hotds. Nat year, I hope 
to return to jump again with 
all the fricoda -- haft band. 

llippy w, Binhday, 1-:1! 

H,-,J~,fln

tol is" __,,flw 2J """ fawishW.,__,,0.,.,--
-"' ofRJJ.l,blt,w. 

"Out of Zion shall go forth Torah 
and the word of God from Jerusalem.~ 

Temple Beth-El 
' "'J'•, •• 

Thi P1'9f' I 
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Reflections on a long-ago trip 
to Eretz Israel 

Leaping without 
Looking and 

landing safely 

during the Hebrew classes at 
my kibbutz, Nir David, that I 
thought to myself, "Maybe, I'll 
learn the language, but I don't 
need to learn the alphabet." 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH Decades later, when I 
,ik.imh@jfri.org studied for my bat mitz-

S J.\lANY of my vah, I had to re-learn the 
friends are pack- language from scratch - I'd 
mg their children retained absolutely nothing. 
ff to colleges and As a parent, would I even 

uniYe1oities, I think back to consider allowing my chil-
my experience - some 36 years dren to blithely spend a year 
ago! At the age of 18, in 1972, overseas without knowing 
I graduated from high school much, or anything, about 
and just wasn't keen on four the program - without even 

more years knowing the language! 

Nancy 
Kirsch 

of academic I suppose I was lucky that 
studies. I'd my mother was fairly oblivious 
been deeply about what I planned to do. I 
involved do recall, though, that I paid 
in my for the roundtrip airfare myself, 
synagogue's as I thought the experience 
youth would be more meaningful. 
group and Meaningful, it was. I have so 
felt a strong many memories. Picking ripe 
affinity dates with my fellow partici-
for the pants on the ulpan. Traveling 

cultural, if not the reli- for a week through the Negev 
gious, aspects of Juda- and the Sinai - where all of 
ism. \,Vhat to do? us, not just the Israelis, stood 

On my own, I investigated guard with Uzi machine guns. 

and found an ------------- Discovering 
ulpan program the very best 
that gave me "As a parent, would falafel stands 

six months I even consider in Haifa. 
in Israel to Hoping our 
live, study allowing my children hitched rides 

and work on to blithely spend a would get us 
a kibbutz. into Jerusa-

And, what year overseas without lem before 

an experi- knowing much, or Shabbatfell. 
ence ,twas. h Touring the 

It was the anyt ing, about the old city of 

fim time in program!" Jerusalem 
my life that I'd_____________ and mourn-
lived in a pl.ace ing our 
where no one knew me. No lost breth-
parent , siblings or extended ren at Yad VaShem. 
family. , 'o friends. It was quite It was magical. I hope that 
a hock to realize that I was I haven't lost that adventurous 
till a work in proce _ with streak, and I hope that both of 

values and beliefs still 111 flux . my children get to experience 
I didn·t even know Hebrew. even a portion of what I did 

All I h..d wu wmc basic during the year I spent in Israel. 

Hebrew mstruction in rehgious 
school, so I was tot.ally mt in 
the world of akph, brt, ii=I 
and u,;,. lhcrc were moments 

Nancy Kinch iJ the 
inter, m aJJ0<1au editor of The 
Jewuh Vo,u & Herald 

OBAMA IN ISRAEL 
Photo by HA 

BARACK OBAMA, the Democratic candidate for President, lays a wreath at 
Yad Vashem during his visit to Israel . 

WATER: Israel has no water to waste 
From Page 27 

ing desalinization capacity "is a 
process." 

The desalinization plant in 
Ashkelon is the largest of its 
kind in the world, he notes, and 
by 2020, Israel will have built 
enough plants to desalinate 750 
million cubic meters of sea water 
per year. 

"This will stabilize the water 
situation in the medium- and 
long-term," Schor toldJTA. 

In Israel, about 1.1 billion cubic 
meters of water per year go to 
agriculture - including recycled 
sewage water. About 766 million 
goes to domestic use and some 
120 million goes to industrial 
use. 

Along with the desalinization 
plants, Schor says Israel's strategy 
to tackle the water problem is 
to continue its pioneering work 
in recycling sewage water for 
agriculture. 

In the short term, however, the 
plan is to reduce usage by cutting 
agricultural and industrial alloca
tions, raising hou5ehold consumer 
water prices and running public 
awareness campaigns. The higher 

water prices also will help pay for 
the desalinization plants and the 
extensive new pipeline networks 
they will require. 

Booky Oren, the president 
and CEO of Miya-the Arison 
Water Initiative, a $100 million 
company that invests in water 
technology, says Israel - the 
country that first brought the 
world drip irrigation techniques 
- must harness its talents in water 
management. 

"The difference about today is 
that there are the technological 
tools to cope with this crisis," 
says Oren, a former director of 
Israel's national water company, 
Mekorot, who touts Israel as the 
Silicon Valley of water technol
ogy. "When people take respon
sibility and don't wait for rainfall 
alone, we can assist nature and 
help find solutions." 

Among Israel's water-related 
innovations arc electromagnetic 
sensors that check fur water 
contamination and hi-tech water 
purifying filters used cvcrywhere 
from industrial plants to fish 
farm, worldwide. One 1 <racli 
compmy, \V ,.tcrshccr, h.as devd-

oped a small filter for personal 
drinking water use that is being 
marketed to hikers, armies and 
developing countries. 

Waterfronts-The Israel \ Yater 
Alliance is working to encourage 
investors, private companies, and 
Israeli universities and research 
centers to develop new water 
technologies so that Israel can be 
a leader in the field . 

As the sun begins to set, Arie 
Schreiber, a farmer from Kibbutz 
Nerim in the western ;-.:cgev, 
near Israel's border with the Gau 
Strip, visits the orchard his kw
butz, tends. Part of a larger plot 
of orange, lemon, tangerine ,rnd 
date trees farmed together with 
other local kibbutum, the 1,000 
,Kres or so of !!;r<Wes ,trc fi:d b,· 
recycled w;isn';w,1ter. · 

The situation could not be an · 
more different than when he first 
arri,-cd at the k.,l>b;,tz. in 1949. 
The surrounding land then wa, 
virtualh 1mposS1ble to farm . 

"It's become a go..>d 1->u,ine,,,
chre,bcr sap,, gc,tunn~ to the 

ro, of tree, planted in the ,and . 
"A little l->1l of w,1.tcr and a !..>tot 
tc h nol<'g' -

Commemorating Israel's 60th Anniversary 
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Beyond burritos 
What to do with 

stale tortillas 

2 tablespoons ground cumin Meanwhile, the black beans 
2 bay leaves should have been simmering for 
12 'stale' corn tortillas an hour. Combine the onion, 

Bv RICHARD As1NOF 
vegetable oil garlic, and jalapeno peppers 

msinoj@jfri.org THE SECRET of 
Mexican food (and 
all good cooking) 
is taking very basic 

ingredients and learning to 
use them in different ways. 
Nothing is thrown out, noth
ing wasted. Improvisation. 

Homemade tortillas, much 
like homemade pasta, are labors 
oflove. More likely, we will 
buy pre-pack.aged tortillas at 
our grocery store. And, some
times, given the distractions of 
modern life, (political conven
tions, hurricanes, meetings, the 
start of school, watching the 
Red Sox,) these tortillas may go 
a bit stale in our refrigerator. 

Here are some reci
pes ro remedy that. 

BI.ACK BE.AN AND TORTilli. SOUP 

1 lb. black beans dry 
2 onions diced 
2 cloves garlic 
2 ja.lapcno peppers 
tamari (or Kosher salt) 
¼ lb sharp cheddar cheese 
1 tablespoon ground coriander 

Method: 
Sort through the beans, 

making sure that our amigo, 
the farmer hasn't given you 
a piece of gravel or two. 

Rinse the beans, and put 
them in a big pot with 10-12 
cups of water. Cover and bring 
to a boil, then let simmer for 
an hour, or until the skins have 
started to soften and dis-
solve. Do not add salt - it will 
make the bean skins as tough 
as the bottom of your feet. 

Dice the jalapeno peppers, 
fairly small. They're hot! Remb
mer to take care not to rub 
your eyes, your nose, touch you 
moth or other sensitive parts 
without washing your hands. 

Mash up two cloves of garlic. 
In a frying pan, using vegeta

ble oil, lightly sizzle the garlic, 
adding the jalapenos and diced 
onion. Remove and set aside. 

Cut the stale tortillas into 
strips, and then in half again. 
Place them in the frying pan 
and let them sizzle until they 
are softened. Be careful not to 
fry them for too long. Remove 
the tortilla strips and place 
them on a paper towel. 

LARRY LEVINE'S 
KOSHER MEATS & DELI 

You asked for it, 
So we are doin ·tt 1 . 

• By popular demand, we are delivering 
to Providence, Cranston & surrounding areas. 

• We have available the finest Kosher 
fresh meats and poultry. 

•Our own fresh cooked foods from 
Tevya·s kitchen and a complete 

line of delicatessin and smoked fish, 
groceries and frozen foods. 

• Al\o, inquire dboul Catering byTevya, 
full \ervice cdtering, 

for dll of your party needs. 

Try us. You'll like usr 

474 l.owf'IJ SI . (l..owmart ~hoppinq Cir) Pf'allody 

Reach us toll fre~ at 800- 54 7 1869 
(617 N.f 1406) {971 SJS 6449} (FAX 971 SJS-6116) 

Und,r 1hc- ,,,.,, •vprmnon rtf •~ 1>1"'14,,. l111!11inic11I fm,n<il of !.IA 
Viwr ovr .,...,..,t 111 _., lmnnbxltttm1r "'m 

with the soup, and stir in bay 
leaves, cumin, coriander, and 
tamari or kosher salt to taste. 

Cover and continue to 
simmer over a medium flame. 

Grate the cheddar. At the 
end of the second hour of 
simmering, add the cheese 
and tortilla strips, stirring 
frequently. Simmer over a low 
flame for 10 minutes and serve. 

MUSHROOM, BLACK OLlVE 

AND TORTILLA CASSEROLE 

Ingredients: 
12 stale 

tortillas 
1 can pitted 

black olives 
1 lb. mush

rooms 
4 toma

toes 
2 green 

peppers 
2 onions 
1 jala-

peno pepper 
2 cloves garlic 
1 teaspoon ground coriander 
1 tablespoon of ground cumin 
1 tablespoon chili power 

See TORTILLAS, Page 32 

A single malt scotch that answers to a higher authority -
from Bruichladdich, one of Scotland's finest distilleries -
a Kosher Single Malt Scotch. Aged in barrels from Israel 's 
Carmel Vineyards, the 12 and 18 year old single malts 
are dynamic, versatile, with interesting aromas from 
their Scottish/Israel origins embracing the beauty of 

HLAOOICH 

the Scottish spirit with the flighty youthfulness from 
Carmel casks. 

12 year Bruichladdich Kosher @$69.99 

18 year @S 129.99 

Toll -fr Leoni 
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H you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·'0 OFF ,/,. 
...... 

A Rhode Island Tradnton for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 

- / "- -
'Local Hero Catering 
• ~Full Service Kosher Style Cater~g 

Don 't forget to attend our tasting on 9/9 at 4 Power Road, Pawt. 
4-7 PM. Come enjoy what we have to offer. 

IO¾ DISCOUHT OH !LL ORDERS PLACED AT THE TASTING! 

Special Holiday Menus. Buy one item or a complete meal. 
free• Delivery and other Special Services Available 

RSVP: Andrew Esposito, Owner 401-727-3459 
Sandy Ross, Event Coordinator 401-949-7814 

www.localherodeli.com catering4U@cox.net 

SWAN 
t<..)~ 

Offering the Best 
Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 
& a Full Selection of 

Kosher Wines 
FOil .AU OF YOUlt SPECU.L OCCASIONS INCLUDING ••• 

8.Alt/8.AT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS .AND MUCH MOltE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

www .jvhri.org 

Your only Rhode Island Jewish Newspaper 
online. 

Visit it otten. 

FOOD 

TORTILLAS: Tasty ways to go beyond burritos 
From Page 31 

(or dried poblano chile) 
1 tablespoon basil 
½ lb. cheddar or M on

terey jack cheese 
vegetable oil 
1 pint sour cream 

Method: 
Washing, rinse and thinly slice 

the mushrooms lengthwise. 
Slice the black olives in halves. 
M ash up two cloves of garlic. 
In a frying pan, combine 

the garlic, mushrooms and 
black olives and lightly sizzle 
with vegetable oil, adding 
the cumin. Then remove. 

Dice tomatoes to about 
half-inch size. If you're using 
fresh tomatoes, you may 
want to blanche the beau
ties by boiling them in water 
for two or three minutes and 
then remove the skin . 

Dice the jalapeno 
into fairly small pieces. 
Remember, hot stuff! 

Slice the green pepper 
into 1-inch strips. 

Dice the onions to 
about ½ inch size. 

In a frying pan combine 
onions, jalapeno, tomatoes 
and green pepper and cook 
over a low flame, stirring 
occasionally, adding the 
basil, cumin, coriander, 
chili powder (or poblano 
chile) and tamari to taste . 

In a casserole or large cast 
iron frying pan (remember ...__ ;,_ __ 

to grease the bottom), start 
layering the ingredients. First 
a layer of tortilla, then a layer 
of mushrooms and olives, then 
cheese, then sauce (the tomato 
combination). And repeat. Torti
lla, mushroom and olive, cheese, 
sauce. Tortilla, mushroom and 

olive, sauce and cheese. Gotcha. 
Bake in a 350-degree oven 

for a half-hour, or until sauce 
is boiling. Remove, top with 
sour cream, serve and enjoy! 

Adapted from The Lone Gringo's 
Cookbook by R ichard Asinof 

Jewish Community Calendar 
From Page 23 WHERE: East Greenwich Public WHERE: Temple Ema nu-El, 99 

TUESDAY Library, 82 Peirce St., East Taft Ave., Providence 
- -- Greenwich WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

September 16 WHEN: 4- 5p.m. MOREINF0:331-1 616 

Lunch & Learn MORE INFO: 331-1616 
Sponsored by Temple To rat Yisrael 

WHERE: Grille on Main, 50 Main 
St., East Greenwich 

WHEN: noon - 1:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

An Evening of Jewish Humor 
Featuring Rabbi Marc Jagolinzer 
ofTemple Shalom, Middletown, 
sponsored by RI chapter of Ha
dassah 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN:7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 463-3636 

Martial Arts Workshop 
Learn about Mixed Martial Arts 
from Graeme Prue 

WHERE: Striar JCC, 445 Central 
St, Stoughton, Mass. 

WHEN: 7-8:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: (781) 341 -2016, ext. 
126 or gprue@jccgb.org 

September 17 
Jewish Community Israel@ 60 
WaterFire 
WHERE Downtown Providence 

WHEN 630 pm 

MORE INFO 33 1 0956. ext 223 

Story lime 
Pru nted by PJ library 

WHERE OnrdP.r° Bonh· Wat r 
F1rP. 

WHEN 6 pm 

MOREINFO 1-1616 

PJ r ry 

THURSDAY 
September 18 
Mini-book Tour 
Mark Binder will celebrate the 
release of three new softcover 
books and his hardcover novel as 
part of Tamarisk's fifth birthday 
celebration 

WHERE: Tama risk Assisted Liv
ing, 3 Shalom Dr., Warwick 

WHEN: 6:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 732-0037 

Story Time 
Presented by PJ Library. 

WHERE: Rochambeau Public 
Library, 708 Hope St, Provi 
dence 

WHEN: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-1616 

September 19 
Aging Workshop 
Discussion on aging issues 
including, coping with 11lne s and 
loss moving from independent 
living and hndinQ communrty 
up port 

WHERE Cong, gat,on Aguda 
Ach,m. 'l01 North Marn St . 
A"I boro, a 

WHEN 7 p rn 

MOF!E INFO I l 212 • or 
I~ h guda 8 Olli to 
R VP 

PJ Li r 

SATURDAY 
September 20 

Days of Awe begins with 
S'lichot service. 
WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 

330 Park Ave., Cranston 

WHEN:8p.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800 

SUNDAY 
September 21 
Shofar factory 
Make your own Sholar. 

WHERE: Cha bad of West Bay, 
3871 Post Rd, Wa rwick 

WHEN: 12:30 p.m 

COST: S2/adm1ss1on, Shofar 

MORE INFO 884-7888 or Rabbr 
RabbiWarw1ck com to RSVP 

Mah-Jongg Tournament 
Temple Am David rs spon onng its 
third annual tournament 

WHERE Temple Am Oavrd . 40 
Ga rdrner SL. Wa rwit 

WMEN 1 pm 

COST. 18 
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His novels Love to 
p/,ay with /,anguage 

THI SEMESTER 
I'm coming out of 
retirement to teach 
honors students at 

the University ofl\lassachusetts 
Amherst one· book - a novel 
written by Jonathan Safran 
Foer (pro·n~unced foy-er) - a 
man roung enough to be my 

grandson. 
I have to 

admit, I'm 
deeply envi
ous. How 
does a young 
person get to 
be so good a 
writer so fast? 
His first novel, 
Everything Is 
Illuminated, 

was written when he was an 
undergrad at Harvard. 

His second, Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly Close, was pub
lished when he was 29. 

The thing is, they're both 
original and risky in concep
tion. Both are filled with 
brilliant passages and char
acters you can't help loving. 

They're both tragic novels full 
of humor. I could read you a 
passage from either and you'd 
be laughing. And yet the first 
novel deals with the Holocaust 
- a young man (the character 
is given the author's name, 
Jonathan Safran Foer) is looking 
for the woman in the Ukraine 
who saved his grandfather. The 
second deals with Sept. 11 - it's 
also structured around a search, 
a search by a genius of a nine
ycar-old boy for a lock that fits 
a key, metaphorically the key to 

his father, who was killed 
at the World Trade Center. 

Both are novels that 
love to play with language. 
One of the narrators of 
Everything Is Illuminated 
is a young Ukrainian 
who butchers the Eng
lish language, and we 
rejoice in the butchering. 

It's wonderful to hear the 
Ukrainian use synonyms 
of simple words in ways 
they simply can't be used: 
" ... all of my friends dub 
me Alex, because that is 
a more-flaccid-to-utter 
version of my legal name." 
That is, "Alex• is easier to say. 

The bizarre misuse of 
English never lets the 
reader forget that he's 
reading a narration, and 
the narration in both novels is 
wildly funny - as in Extremely 
Loud, in which nine-year-
old Oskar begins this way: 

"What about a teakettle? 
What if the spout opened 
and closed when the steam 
came out, so it would become 
a mouth, and it could whistle 
pretty melodies, or do Shake
speare . . . or maybe a set of 
teakettles that sings the chorus 
of'Yellow Submarine,' which 
is a song by the Beatles, who I 
love, because entomology is one 
of my raisons d'etre, which is a 
French expression that I know." 

Are the novels traditionally 
realistic? No. Are they often 
cloyingly cutesy- too much 
in love with their own stylistic 
games - and too sentimen
tal? Yes, I think they are. 

But Foer plays with language 
so marvelously that I couldn't 
care less. And through the 
comic play, the delight in style, 

ORDINARY PEOPLE, TURBULENT TIMES 
BY 

Allee Drelfuu Goldstein 

he's able to bring me into the 
experience of human suffering. 

Jews don't own the territory 
of suffering, identification with 
sufferers, even the mixture of 
comedy and pain. But I feel 
that there's something about 
Foer's writing that makes it 
Jewish writing, makes him a 
Jewish writer, even when he 
goes out of his way to avoid 
writing about Jews, as he does 
in Extremely Loud and Incred
ibly Close, whose main charac
ters are of German descent. 

It's a novel that deals with the 
suffering that comes from loss 
and from guilt - in Sept. 11, in 
the bombing of Dresden, and 
at Hiroshima. Oskar's grand
father's family helps hide a Jew 
- that's spoken of briefly; it's the 
only reference to the Holocaust. 
I'm guessing (with no evidence) 
that when he began the novel he 
must have said, I wrote about the 
Holocaust - let's not do that again. 

See BOOK, Page 44 

Onli■ary People, 
Turltule■t Times 
OrrllMry ~le, Turl,u/ent 
nmes Is • new book by 
Alke Goldstein, Holocaust 
11Urvlvor who Is very ■ctive 
..,ith the Jewish community 
of Rhode lmnd. The book 
explofft her thoughts •• 
■ Holocaust survlVO(. It Is 
..,elleble et the Holocaust 
Education end Rftourte 
c.n.ofllttodeltlancllllld 
et the, ....... Am David 
tlft .... "unallolN 
,-ct,11,t .......... -
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NEW BEDFORD 

rriTT'M"!"r,-r,~:Jf <BJ CJ[ 

Wound care • 
IV therapy and hydration • 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative 1 herapy • L AKosherjewishfacility ::J 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

drawing/watercolor 
adult classes 

65 hedgerow drive 
warwick, r.i. 02886 
401.884.7630 
e-mail: cberren1@cox.net carole berren 

INJURED? 
Auto/Personal Injury 

Attorney 
Charles Hirsch 

( 40+yrs. exp.) 
C)NE PARK 1-u-n~· PR()V 

401-521-1211 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOHEL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

II _11111 an· 1111rll'r .Ill. 11t· h.,,l' th, clt ;tl nf .1 liht i111t. \ 1111r liN l tdf di 

h-mplr Lm.11111 -I I j.,,11 11,'. II 11 ,11 ,in "'t r .111. , •~tr fir,t , , ,ir , , ltAII ,~I. 

I ln-n·· , 101, :,:oin1: on and'" 'n •• \\ d, 11min:.: , on11nm111,. ( umt 14,f .• \I'll 

,11111 Hllll 111111 ,111ri11h1 11 11 r 11 .1r1111h. ' "" II h,1 11 l•~111rl ., •n •»Hi hom, '. 

TF\IPIJ F\I \ \l -Fl . 

• I • ", • • • 
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'Seeing begins in the dark': workshop on teaching about Holocaust 
Keynote delivered by 

Ephraim Kaye of 
YadVashem 

BY EzRA L. STIEGLITZ 

Spetial to The Voice & Herold 

PROVIDE1 CE - The annual 
reacher · workshop sponsored 
bv the Holocaust Education 

Photo courtesy of May•Ronny Zeidman 

~d Resource Center of Rhode 
Island was held on Aug. 20 at 
Temple Beth-El in Providence. 
This workshop was supported, 
in part, by the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein Foundation. The 
theme of th.is year's workshop 
was "Seeing Begins in the 

PARTICIPANTS AT THE ANNUAL TEACHER'S WORKSHOP sponsored by the Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center of Rhode Island, held on Aug. 20. 

Dark: A Showcase of Holocaust 
Projects Across the Grades 
and Areas of the Curriculum." 
This conference was organized 
for educators who work with 
children in the upper elementary 
grades, middle school, and high 
school and students attending 
institutions of higher education. 

The keynote presentation was 
delivered by Ephraim Kaye, 
director oflmemational Semi
nars in English and the Jewish 
\Vorld at Yad Vashem in Jerusa
lem. 

The topic of his presentation 
was: "How Do We Approach 
Teaching about the Holocaust." 
Dunng his presentation, Kaye 

emphasized that the Holocaust 
needs to be presented as a human 
story - not just numbers and 
images of piles of bodies. lo 
quoting Judith Miller, Mr Kaye 
said, "We must remind ourselves 
that the Holocaust was not six 
million. It was one, plus one, plus 
one." 

Mr. Kaye also conducted one 
of the 10 workshops offered to 
the registrants during morn
ing and afternoon sessions. His 
topic was, "Through the Lens: 
Everyday Life of the Jews in the 
Warsaw Ghetto." 

Stephanie McMahon-Kaye, 
also employed by Yad Vashem, 
conducted a workshop on "Per
petrators, Collaborators, and 

Bystanders: Ideas for Instruc
tion." 

Rather than rely only upon 
experts in the field of H olocaust 
studies from outside of Rhode 
Island to lead this year's sessions. 
The program committee decided 
to provide a forum for Holocaust 
educators from the Rhode Island 
area to share their expertise with 
the more than 80 registrants. 
There is such a wealth oflocal 
talent in our area, that it made 
sense to provide these experts 
with the opportunity to pres-
ent their excellent ideas to other 
educators in the state. 

Our local experts presented 
workshops on a range of topics. 
For example, Audrey Friedman, 

Faith Week to focus on 
Jewish community 

Leads effort to cut 
poverty rate in half 

Federation of R.I. with a press 
conference to follow. R.L 
Kids Count and The Poverty 
Instirute, also members of 
the coalition, will distribute 
the just-released statistics on 
poverty in Rhode Island. 

member; the Rev. Dr. Donald 
Anderson, executive minis
ter of the Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches; Rabbi 
Alan Flam, former president 
of the R.I. Board of Rabbis; BYMARYKORR 

JV&H contributing senior writ,,. 

PROVIDENCE - The newly 
formed Rhode Island Interfaith 
Coalition, Fighting Poverty 
with Faith, will officially 
launch on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 
from noon to 2 p.m., with a 
nat1onw1de phone conference 
on poverty with Rabb, Steve 
Gutow, C'Xecutive director of 
rhe Jewish ouncil of Public 
Affair CPA. F.i.thcr Larrv 

nvrlcr f athnl1r. hari ,e •• 
wdla 
l · JI 

The interfaith coalition 
was formed by the Com
munity Relations Council 
(CRC) of the Jewish Fed
eration ofR.I., as a partner 
with the JCPA, Catholic 
Charities USA and more 
than 20 additional faith
based and community organi
zations nat1onw1de, and more 
han 30 Rhode l<land faith-

h><cd and advoca,v ,f.ltOUp . 
'The R.I peakers include 

,\1axm Richman, CRC 
member, and]( P·\ fom1 

• OogWalks 
• Pet Sitting 
• Farm Animal Care 
• Birthday P rti 

nd much more ... 

"There Shall Be No Needy 
Among You." 

Deuteronomy 15:4 

Liliana DeValle, executive 
mmister of the American Bap
ti t Church of Rhode Island: 
and the Rev. \Villiam Shaw, 
rre<1dent of the 1,n,ster< 
All,ance of Rhode I<lmd 

On \\led . rnd Thur ., Sept 
10 11, dw r 111' will g 1thcr at 

a literacy coach at Qµidnessett 
Elementary School in North 
Kingstown, presented a work
shop on "Poetry: Writing a 
Personal Response to Holocaust 
Literature." 

In th.is workshop, Friedman 
shared her students' original 
illustrated poetry "chapbooks" in 
response to Elie Wiesel's book, 
Night. 

In another well-received 
presentation, Donald Hogue, 
an English teacher at Mount 
St. Charles Academy, presented 
a workshop on "The Trunks 
Project." This multi-dimensional 
research project has helped his 
students connect the historv and 
stati tics of the Holocaust ,:,;th 

ee?h~e!!ln of Rhode 
Island to send letters to politi
cal candidates asking them to 
sign an endorsement statement 
to the Confronting Poverty 
Campaign, which seeks to cut 

poverty in halfin 10 years. 
Richman, a member of 

a national task force on 
human rights at the JCPA, 
said, at a planning ses
sion on Aug. 19, "It is up 
to us to hold them (elected 
officials) accountable. \ Ve 
want to know what their 

goals and specific policies are.-
Rabbi Alan Flam doesn't 

mince word<. "\Ve ha"e to take 
on the legi,l•tor, wh('I p•ttcd 
thcm<ehc< <>n the b"k for n,,t 
ra1<1n~ tnc< JI the end nfthc 
p• I s inn.• he 1<! at a plan 

the real human life of a victim 
or rescuer. For this project, each 
student is required to memo
rialize one victim's life using 
concrete symbols that represent 
key moments from childhood to 
the present. 

Also presenting at this confer
ence were Barbara Wahlberg 
("Fourteen Steps on How to 
Teach the Holocaust from the 
United States Holocaust Memo
rial Museum," and "Relating to 
the Child Victims of the Holo
caust: Student Writing that Pro
duces Empathy, Awareness, and 
Understanding"), Nancy Lyon 
and Candace Marge ("A 1'1ixed 
Media Approach - Teaching the 
Holocaust to Students with Spe
cial Needs"), Steve Flynn ("Cre
ating and Utilizing Classroom 
Materials/Resources and Use of 
Technology in Holocaust Stud
ies"), Paula Hogue (The Power 
of Art: Using VISUal Images to 
Raise Social Awareness"), and 
Dr. Ronald Weisberger {"Into the 
(Co) Mix: Using Spiegelman's 
Maus to Integrate Literature and 
History in the Teaching of the 
Shoah"). 

Reactions to the summer 
teacher workshop were \'ery 
positive. One of the participants 
wrote, "I ha,-e been to hundreds 
of workshops. This is absolutely 
one of the most worthwhile and 
infurmanonal. Excellent. Thank 
you. 

'line; meeting on . .\ue;. 2o . "The 
\\'J)~ to reduce po,-e~· 1, to redJS
tribute wealth and r.ming u ..... e, 
is one \VJY to reduce ro'~rt) .-

"\ \'e need te> pro,·ide food 
tod4'· and jobs tom rrow,· <aid 
Ra,,;on ;.iartinez of Progn, 
b.tino. "\ \'e don't -... .. nr ~ntitle
ments, w~ want to be empow
ered. And one oi the w,n"< to do 
this is to c"';i.te a more f~,-orable 
cond1t1on for <m,ll and famih 
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MEDICAL ARTS 

What's in a name? Jewish hospitals in America 
Here in Providence, 
the Jewish hospital 

was named Miriam, 
for the older 
sister of Moses 

I T ALL STARTED'" mo 
spring of 1850. Cincinnati, 
like so many frontier cities 
on the Ohio and Missis-

sippi riven;, was threatened by 
a renewed epidemic of cholera. 

This additional 
public health 
threat fol-
lowed closely 
upon another 
outbreak of 
cholera, earlier 
that spring, 
involving 
particularly the 
wretched river-
front districts 
that housed 
the many 

immigrant families newly 
arrived in Cincinnati. 

As a result of these successive 
epidemics, the small Jewish com-
munity of Cincinnati gathered 
its limited resources to create 
America's first Jewish hospital. 
ln the 158 years since then, 
Jewish hospitals have been in the 
forefront of skilled inpatient care. 

There were few Jews living in 
the United States prior to the 
many social revolutions involving 
Europe during the late 1840s, 

There needs to be 
nice things to tell 

our readers 
E:--: The Voiu 

"Herald no 
"Ker need, my 
rv1ce , I ;im 

pl~nntn11; to in ro<lu cc a new 
public, t1on ,\ftcr • ll. everyone 
need A pro' cc for rctir mcnt 

I have 

perhaps fewer than five thousand. of New York City to establish an common Jewish hospital name 
The first sustained Jewish institution of their own called remains Mount Sinai (although 

immigration to the States the Jews' Hospital, later to be Baltimore's, for unknown rea-
occurred in 1849, largely renamed Mount Sinai Hospital. sons, dropped the word, Mount). 
lower-middle-class urban Jews Jewish hospitals have since The old Hebrew Home and 
escaping the political turbu- played a measurable role in Hospital for the Incurables, in 
lence of western Germany. providing medical care for Brooklyn, has changed both its 

Some, of course, settled in the general population of the name and mission. This huge 
New York City but many more United States. No city with a institution has tempered its title 
ventured to Baltimore, Md., population of 400,000 or more to K.ingsbrookJewish Medical 
Charleston, S.C., Louisville, had been without a recognized Center, acknowledging finally 
Ky., and Cincinnati, Ohio. and highly competent medi- that only human credulity and 

The Jews of Cincinnati were cal institution supported by the miserliness are incurable. 
sufficiently numerous - and loca!Jewish community. Others, such as the Jewish 
sufficiently well- Hospital of Brook-
organized - to plan, lyn, now serving a 
fund and ultimately "The small Jewish community of larger ethnic minor-
staff the first Jewish Cincinnati gathered its limited ity population, has 
hospital in the altered its name to 
United States. resources to create America's first Interracial Hospital 

Its purpose was Jewish hospital. " to reflect the newer 
simple: provide character of its 
competent medi- patient population. 
cal care for co-religionists in a At the height of their influence, Two other Brooklyn hospi-
time of great epidemic distress, in 1966, there were 64 Jewish- tals, Beth Moses and United 
distribute kosher meals for its sponsored hospitals in the United Israel Zion, merged to become 
inpatients and make certain States, maintaining 21,538 Maimonides Hospital. Yet 
that disabled or dependent inpatient beds and about 658,000 another venerable institution, 
Jews did not become a burden yearly hospital admissions. Brooklyn's Beth El Hospital, 
to the general community. Since 1966, however, many is now Brookdale University 

And so, in immediate response Jewish institutions have closed, Medical Center caring largely 
to the many co-religionists merged with non-Jewish institu- for many elderly. Two Los 
afflicted with cholera (and later, tions or become one of many Angeles hospitals, Cedars of 
typhus), the Jewish Hospital of health care entities incorpo- Lebanon and Mount Sinai 
Cincinnati became a reality. And, rated within larger academi- Hospitals, have joined to form 
it has been ably serving the gen- cally oriented medical centers. Cedars-Sinai Medical C enter. 
era! population of southwestern And, while these Jewish Mount Zion Hospital, in 
Ohio, as well as the educational hospitals have been at the fore- San Francisco, has become part 
needs of its local medical school, front of excellent medical care, of the University of Califor-
for 158 uninterrupted years. their choice of names has not nia Medical Center. Menorah 

MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL expanded beyond the traditional Hospital in Kansas City is now 

In 1852, civil turmoil and epi- names of the 19th century. Afrer an integral teaching hospital 

demic disease compelled the Jews the name, Jewish, the most of the local medical school. 

As WE GROW OLDER 

My plan for a 'Good News Only' publication 
thing of the past. As a resu lt 
the public sees end less misspell
ings , and articles that finish 
with "continued on Page Eight" 
but arc absent from Page Eight. 

tory of prize-winning jour
nalists and honesty. But even 
in today's world of war, and 
pove rty, and greed, and every 
other horror, there arc nice 
things to tell the readers. The 

that sounds very mundane, but 
isn't it also heart-warming? 

Every fourth edition I would 
let g randmothers brag about 
the colleges their grandchi ldren 
qualified for. Every month 

landma rks would be 
We will not be petty and 

complain about the preoccu
pation with starlets and their 
misbehaviors. We can just 
be •nnoyed that those who 
care about the vacuous el ite 
a.re not known to read the 
paper on any reRular basis . 

But none of the ahovc i, 
why I plm tc> produce my 
own p1lhlicatton \Vhat 

"Every fourth edition I 
would let grandmothers 

brag about the colleges their 
grandchildren qualified for." 

noted such as 70'", 80•h 
and even 90•h birthdav, . 

Nowadays, even st.wing 
m.1rried is .tn accomplish~ 
,nent; ~1g:nlficant annive r
saries <hould be listed . I 
.1m not 111 denial, but m1 
paper. which I e,du-

h• w•tten In me" that thr 
dcu1l of ev ry w,ry 1nc1dcnt 
m th, United St,.tcs hit the 

individual who overcame pov 
erty nr life- thre.iten1nK d1<casc 
The rcspon< < to l"Red1es from 
people who w.lnl to help . 11,e 
annmplishmcnt of lntal ,hil · 
Jrcn - .u1d nnl JU"-t 111 '-pnrt • 

\Vr hav , crt,mlv r a<I 

sivcl~ happh w,11 not Juve 
obituaries \ Ve w,ll t 11 storie< 
nf people nt n11nor or majnr 
wealth .i.nd ,r,ompl"hment 
who have l:>rnuRht n111eth1n!( 
p<'<l[l\e mtn th l1't: pf n1hrr 
(I prnm, c 11,lt tn ~d tn<, p'\n,,) 

~tn I ~m knnwn ,,1, 

Beth Israel Hospital is yet 
another favorite name with 
institutions bearing that name 
in Newark, Boston, New York 
City and other locations. 

Merged medical institutions 
have yielded some theologically 
awkward names. In Hartford, for 
example, there is St. Vincent's-
Mount Sinai Medical Center; in 
Boston, there is Beth Israel-D ea-
coness Medical Center and in 
Louisville, one encounters Jewish 
Hospital-St. Mary's Health 
Care Center. D espite some early 
trepidation, these ecumenical 
health centers are flourishing. 

A handful of hospitals, initi-
ated by past Jewish philanthropy, 
are currently quite secular in 
patient population and adminis-
tration but still retain the names 
of their Jewish founders. These 
include the Touro Infirmary 
(New Orleans), Moses Cone 
Memorial Hospital (Greensboro, 
N.C.), Michael Reese H ospi-
ta! (Chicago), Tisch Hospital 
(New York City) and Weiler 
Hospital (Bronx, NY). Names 
of honored Jews identify hos-
pitals in Philadelphia (Albert 
Einstein Medical Center) and 
Bronx, NY (M ontefiore Hos-
pita! and Jacobi Hospital.) 

And finally, there is a Jewish 
hospital in Providence, RI., 
named in honor of the older 
sister of Moses, the revered 
prophetess called Miriam. 

Dr. Stanley Aromon can be 
reached at smamd@cox.net 

know it is costly; Yery costly. 
What I plan to do is get all 

the local newspapers to spon
sor n1y first edition, in response 
for which I, ill mention their 
generosity in th.it ed1t1on. And 
then re.iders (who, of course, 
will not have to pav for their 
copie of the paper) , 1 II be 
,o glad to re.id "Good :S:n 
Only" (m, propo<cd name for 
m1 journ.iJ). the~· will prC\ .itl 
on the produ ·crs of pnnt111~ 
nutcnal to suppl~ the ttl\,b of 
pul:>hc.1t1nn ;\ h hu,l:>and ", II 
cr•t>rd11ute it. Mlil I, ill~ 
the ,vr1tcr, t the .imc <>Ian 
I h.ivc .11" , ,km,n kd 

l lun:. , t r, ,h lt on 
murd<r t1nd 1..nmc ~nd , f\l 

h, ~nd drnn~rn .frl\~n an..1 
mcnt 
h 
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Business and Professional Directory 

ArrnRD.\BLE Hors1,c 

The GOVERNOR ~ a proud providor of quality 
affoidable housing for persoos 62+ with qualifying 

,.,~, .. ,,,..., income. 

Thele homes are contained within a beautifully 
restored lWJ's convent on the East Side of 
Providence. We encourage you to visit the property. 

125 Governor Street • Providence 
Cal]; 401 -272-3360 

E-mail: thegovernor@winnco.com 

A\TIQHS 

ANTIQUE ACQUISITIONS 
IS BUYING OLD ITEMS 

ADYERTISING,ART, FOUNTAIN PENS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, 

WRISTWATCHES, ETC. ~ 
ONE ITEM 

AHO 
ESTATES 

STU ALTMAN· 401-331-SOLD (7653) 
PAYING TOP DOLLAR 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQVES 
781-344-6763 

WE BUY: 

♦ S1m1 6 S1mRPLm 

• Jewelry 
• China, Glass 
• Accessories 
♦ Am111& Ou DI UIUSUAL 

B,RIB,R \IITZ\ \H & [H\T LOC\TIO\S 

AMALFI FINE CATERING 
NARR.AGANSETT 

v~trJ ( atrrcr of tfu ltar 

_1 f,(J{k Jw,nJ lfo•f"lilfit} a 'Tou n.u" 
401 7 2 539 - www 1m1lhutcrcn.com 

CHESTER HOUSE FINE CATERING 
Wf.SHRl,Y 

£x£1uia1tc Co1Jntry Style Elegance 
401 fi 2ZZ - I h tcrh use c m 

fit"4 • }ff- r;ft,,. 

COI\S 

WE BUY COINS 
·GOLDCOrNs WEBUY&SEURARECOINS, ~----.1 

'

•RARECOINS BUWON&GOLDJEWELRY NOWAVAllABI.E 
:~=CY ------ EagleSiherDola,\ 
• GOLD JEWELRY & WATCHES BEST Gold Coin,&Estate 
• AIITIQUES, STERLING SILVIR JeweiryandSiher, 
·COrNS&BARS PRICES PloofSeb,(Di,& 
•USANDFORErGN ~Allums 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODIT COIN IICIWIGL IN[ 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION 39 YEARS · LC 8041 

Serving banks,attomeys,es1ate, 
and the public for CNef 40 years. 

401-861-1640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERYICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair • On-Site Service 

Networking • lnstallatiorvSet-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 
11 O Jefferson 8/~d., Suite C • Warwick, RI • www.pctrouble.co,n 

I HEALTH 

More than 17 years experience 
Worked rn one of the nation's first lymphedema climes rn NYC 

DR. VODDER1S MANUAL LYMPH DRAINAGE 

• Lymph edema• 
Pre-Surgery Preparation , Pre/Post Cosmetic Surgery 

Post-Surgery Recovery , Stress Reduction e Polly C. J ia Covelli, L~.,. C.hT., L.! .H 
NAVALT~ 401-861-2125 

HmtE 1'1PRorn1E\T 

,fflasterpiece Jainting 
anb l\estoration 

Our ,,, .,. 'I Ouni,.,lro, ~ "* Jn,h,r hqr ,,, ,,. 

♦ lntmor & [ rtcnM r.,nun~ ( .cruficd Lad cmnit ♦ 

+ hm J,ni.Jic, r......, \\ ' <hi~• 

Ho'1E h1PRO\I'1E\T 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, HA 
1-503-675-7433 

Plainville, HA 
1-508-a43-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON , RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Reno\'3tions • Additions • New Homes 

I!b 
Custom Builders 

508-242-5228 
401-475-9777 

.. 

Call Peter Hunt 

for an "In Home" 

Consulcacion. 

www.dwprop.com 

RI Registration =2299~ 
MA=95129 

..Aa:-_ 

1064 Fall River Ave. (Rt.6) 
Seekonk, MA 

~-
508.336.3111 • 877.336.3111 
www.foxkitchen.com 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases Of: 

• Custom Interior Painting 
• New (anstroction 
• Wallpaper removal 

& wall repair 

• Exterior Painting & Staining 
• Power-washing 
• Window reglazing 
• lkcks 

LKENSlO AND INSURED· FREE EsnMArrs 

C1111tc1a "Tyla"40l-258-654.~ (lr-l0l-647-516I 

READ US ON-LINE 
WWW.JVHRI.ORG 

,.,._.;~,: ·"--'' ~~,,~~ 
E-mail: fzasloffiijfri.org 
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Kosher single malt scotch introduced by Rumford store 
Kosher 12- and 18-
year-old single rnalts 
from Scotland now 

avail£Ible 
VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

rniahm1ld@jfri.org 

CA .. '-: YOU imagine 
this> A kosher 
single malt scorch, 
produced in a 

partnership between Bruichlad
dich distillen· on Islay and the 
Carmd \'in;yards in ·Israel> 

Yes, there ~e now 12-,·ear old 
and 18-,-car-old single ro"alrs, 
the Bruichladdich 1994 Carmd 
\ Vine Finish, and the Bruichlad
dich 19 9 Carmel \Vine Finish. 

Yes, and the,· have arrived 
here in Rhode, Island at 
Town\ \'ine & Spirits, 179 
;-;ewporr Ave., Rumford. 

Elliott Fishbein, owner 
of Town \\'ine & Spirits, is 
introducing a 12-year-old 
and 18-year-Kosher single 
malt from the Bruichlad
dich distilhy in Scotland. 

\ \'hat make, a single malt 
kosher~ ~lost experts agree 
that all the ingredients and the 
process used in making single 
malt Scorch are kosher. The dif
ference, many scholars suggest, 
is in the maturation process. 

The overwhdming major
ity of Scotch is matured using 
a combination of bourbon 
and sherry casks. Sherry, with 
few exceptions, is considered 
non-kosher because it is pro
duced by non-Jews, and there 
is no rabbinic supervision. 

Bruichladdich distillery has 
aged its kosher single malt in 
casks from Carmel Vineyards 
in Israel. Carmel produces a 
wide range of kosher wines. 

Fishbein discovered the 
single malts on a visit to Scot
land this past summer, where 
he spent some time at the 
Bruichladdich distillery. 

Bruichladdich on Islay on 
the Atlantic Coast, was ·first 
opened in 1881, and has a rich 
history producing some of the 
finest single malts in Scotland. 

The 12 and 18-year-old kosher 
single malts combine the beauty 

of the Scottish 
spirit with the 
flighty youth
fulness from 
Carmel casks, 
Fishbein said. 

"You will dis
cover dynamic, 
versatile and 
interesting 
single malts," 
Fishbein said. 

The tasting 
notes describe 
the 18-year-old 
as the aromas of 
"blackberries, 
strawberries, 
cherry brandy 
and red apple, 
enhanced by 
rich orange 
chocolate and a 
hint of ginger. 
Fruits found on the nose make 
way for more earthier and crisp 
biscuit tones. All combine to 
make this the perfect mood 
malt .... Smooth, flavorsome, 
rich and raw with emotion." 

The tasting notes describe 
the 12-year-old as "perfect 

·-- - --~ ~ 
for any celebration or to enjoy 
while winding down after a 
hard day. An interesting range 
of aromas drawn from their 
Scottish/Israel origins. Floral 
notes of honeysuckle and rose 
petals are soon drowned with 
lashings of caramel and stewed 
apples before crisper scents of 

"The tasting notes 
describe the 18-year

old kosher single 
malt as the aromas 

of 'blackberries, 
strawberries, cherry 

brandy and red 
apple, enhanced 
by rich orange 

chocolate and a hint 
of ginger."' 

pear drops and tart gooseberry 
push through ... Without warn
ing you are drawn right into 
the sweet, spicy depths found 
at the centre of this creation." 

For more infarmatwn, call Town 
Wine & Spirits at401-434-4563 
or email: malt@townri.com. 

The 
EWISH VOICE & IIERAID 

Business and Professional Directory 
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Starkweather & Shepley 
ln~urance Brokerage. Inc. 

Affiliates: 
IIIS4'TOIIC~ UNkrM nt,r1. /nr. & Monon Smidt, Inc. 

David 8 Soforenko. nr 
Senior Vice Pre,ident 

Ko~Hrn C .\HRI\G 

LAWYERS 

Karenano McLaughlin 

Marc B. Gertsaco" 

tel: (4-0 I) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence. RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

Pn Sr,n ICES 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 

"l1rttrl.U,,.rflW'".Nl r.UWTWstQl•~,-J 
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Business & Professional Directory 
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Contact: 

BARBARA REFFKIN 
401-421-4111 ,ext. 162 
E-mail: breffkio ~ jfri .org 

FRANK ZASLOFF 
401--421--4111 xt 160 
E mail :fmloff jfri.org 

VISIT US ONLINE AT: www.jvhri.org 
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Get an additional 
copy of 

TheJEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

~ 
Cong. Agudas Achim 

Barrington: 
Barrington books 
Bagels, etc. 
Princes Hill Deli 
Temple Habonim, 165 New 
Meadow Road 

~ 
Art & Soul Inc., 2007 Broad St. 
Borders Books 
Chabad CHAI Center, 

15 Centerville Road 
Cranston Public library 
Dufusco's Bakery #2 Parle 
Galaxie Reserovir Ave. 
Ph reds Pharmacy 
Rainbow Bakery 
Sonya's on 766 Oaklawn Ave. 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave. 
Temple Torat Yisrael Mealsite 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 

330 Park Ave. 
The Waters Edge, 

2190 Broad St. 
Ursula's European Pastries, 

1 B60 Broad Street 

East Greenwich: 
Blossoms Florist 
Felicia's Coffee (5757 Post Rd.) 

East Providence: 
Town Wine & Spirits 
Centre Court Tennis Club 

Middletown 
Temple Shalom 

Narragansett 
Cong. Beth David 

tkWR20 
Inn on Belleview 
Touro Synagogue 
North Kingstown 
JWGrahm 
Widcford Flowers 
Daves 
North Kingston library 

South Kingston 
Temple Shalom 

Pawtllcket 
East Side Eden, 

1 Afred Stone Road 
Garden Grille 
Modem Diner 
Old World Furnrture 
Quality Rentals 
Russian Mark.et 
Yarn outlet 
Pawtudet Library 

Providence: 
Jewish Community Day School 
Books on the square 
Brooklyn Coffee and Tea 
Brown RISD Hillel 
Butcher Shoppe 
Clark the Florist 
Coffee Exchange 
Cong. Beth Sholom, 275 Camp St. 
East Side Marketplace 
East Side Prescription 
EPOCH Black.stone Blvd. 
EPOCH East Side 
Fitness Together, 145 Elmgrove 
Highland Court 
Jewish Fam. Service 
Judaic Tradtions (Hope Street) 
Lasalle Bakery, 993 Smith Street 
Laurelmead 
Miriam Hospital 
Miriam Hospital (outpatient Bid.) 
Palmieri Bakery (Federal Hill) 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
Providence Public library (down
town) 
Rochambeau library 
Spoons, 485 Angell Street 
Swan Liquor 
Tealuxe, 225 Thayer Street 
Temple Beth El, 

70 Orchard Avenue 
Temple Emanu-EI, Taft Avenue 
Tock.wotton Home 
Villiage Health 

729 Hope Street 

~ 
Seekonk liquors 

Wakefield: 
Wakefield Prescription 

~ 
Barnes + Noble 
Coffee Grinder 
Food Challet, Post Road 
Majestic Cleaners, 3868 Post Rd. 
Shalom 1 & 2, 1 Shalom Drive 
Tamarisk. 3 Shalom Drive 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St. 
Warwick Public Library 

West Warwkk: 
Galaxy II 

'l&kfoilt 
J. W. Graham 
Wickford Flowers 

Voice & Herald Classifieds 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

E t Side. Summrt Area, 5 
room .secondfloor.unfvrn,shed, 
~ reoova18d. gar , porch 
S 50 00 .t21 ?256 

Par~ 

209• 

RELIABLE oma OR 
HOUSE (LEANING 

Excellent references, 
experienced, qualrty work Uses 
all n turel, non-toxic products. 
595-9944 

JOB WAJ-lTED: 

D'var Torah 

How do we create an ethical society? 
PARASHAT SHOFTIM 

BY DANIEL SEPTIMUS 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

T would happen, 
od willing, if 

el's enemies 
were to accept the terms of 
peace? That is the challenge 
presented by Parashat Shof
tim which commands the 
Israelites to offer its enemies 
the opportunity to surrender 
peacefully before the attack. 

"If they respond peacefully 
and let you in, all the people 
present there shall serve 

religious law. It is explained, 
thusly, in Sefer HaHinuch, a 
medieval commentary on the 
613 commandments, explains 
the job of the shoftim and shotrim 
as follows: "To appoint judges 
and officers who should enforce 
the observance of the mitzvot of 
the Torah, and should return to 
it, against their will, those who 
stray from the path of truth ... 
For with this method we can 
establish our religious system 
oflaw, while fear of our officers 
and judges is cast over the mass 

Parashat Shoftim is the 

even race-based genocide. 
But, is this acceptable or even 

desirable? Can we credibly cite 
Jewish teachings that encour
age a better world when paral
lel teachings exist that could 
lead to a worse one? I think 
yes, but only with these condi
tions: that we are honest about 
which texts we are excluding 
from active duty and that we 
study not only those traditions 
that promote our social agen
das, but those that contradict 
it - because neglected texts left 

unattended have a nasty 
way of coming back to life 
in more virulent forms. 

Parashat Shoftim is the 

you as forced labor (Deu
teronomy 20:11)." Turning 
your enemies into forced 
laborers may be a better 
alternative than killing 
them, but it can hardly 
be deemed progressive. 

The Torah's mandate for 
a fair and just court system, 
while seemingly appropriate 

perfect reminder that 
scattered amongst Judaism's 

most noble and righteous 
teachings are passages that 

are anachronistic at best, 

perfect reminder that scat
tered amongst Judaism's 
most noble and righteous 
teachings are passages that 
are anachronistic at best, 
immoral at worst. We 
must identify these teach-

for a 21st century society, 
present a number of chal
lenges. For instance, the 
Torah articulates clear 
guidelines in support of judicial 
impartiality and fairness - for 
example, explicitly prohibiting 
judges from giving preferential 
treatment and taking bribe. Yet, 
there is no indication that the 
Torah extends "rudek tzedek 
tirduj- justice, justice you shall 
pursue" beyond the courts 
to social justice. Even more 
problematic, if applied to today's 
societal norms, is the mandate 
imposed on judges and officers 
to enforce civil, criminal and 

immoral at worst. 

population." A society ruled by 
religious law with enforcement 
that generates fear among its 
citizens is clearly a model we 
don't wish to adopt or emulate. 

None of this is new, of 
course. When we turn to Jewish 
tradition for teachings that 
inspire us to work for social 
justice, we often turn a blind 
eye to texts that can inspire the 
opposite: religious paternal
ism, inequality, brutal forms of 
capital punishment, and yes, 

ings - biblical, rabbinic, 
medieval, and modem. 
As we engage texts that 
inspire us to pursue social 

justice, we must, at the same 
time, engage those that can 
inspire violence and oppression. 

Whether we condemn these 
texts or merely note their dif
ficulty, they are our respon
sibility. If we ignore them 
and fail to forge communal 
opinions about them, we risk 
the possibility of them being 
resurrected and reclaimed. 

Reprinted wiJh permisrion 
from My]ewishLearning.com. 

~by ... .,.,Con 
JIM JAHNZ of the Diocese of Providence and Karen Jeffries of Rhode Island Coalition on Housing listen 
to the latest statistics on poverty given by Kate Brewster of The Powrty Institute. 

POVERTY: Interfaith group gather to trategiz.e 
From Page 35 

poverty. Coalition members 
will a.I.so meet with elected 
officiala to discus the " ue 

Membc of the coalition 

paint a grun ,ccnan() 
•we '<fVC 45 mu.I• a dav 

in tlw Bn•tnl llOl.lp k11chcn;· 
..lKl ,t roordin 1nr, Ir h11,p 

1,cliarl Cnrn ntc rll,c R 1. 
1-,w,.-l l\mk hd1 11 ht,1 " 

1111 h tn r11 ha ti foo,l 
,.I furxln f, r ,, " 1,.,d 

Bank mc111bcr a.gen ·cs pay a 
• fair share• of tramport2t1on 

dd1VCf) CO ts 
•1 don't know what going 

to happen by the nd ol the 
rnm•ng winter." ,d R v 
\Vilh,m Shaw fthc lin, • 
t r · ·\llimr ,,t R I "\\.'c',._ 
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b, t. I , 4()()() ch,ldrrn ,-ill 
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SIMCHAS 

Liam Alexander Raz 

LAWRENCE AND RONNA PRESEL 
HAYNES of Trumbull , Conn., 

formerly of Cranston, announce 
the birth of their second child , 

Mitchell Stuart, on March 7, 
2008. He weighed Bib., 2 oz. 
He is named for his maternal 
grandmother and paternal 

grandfather. His older brother 
1s Jared Henry, age two. The 

grandparents are Donald and 
Arlene Presel of Delray Beach, 
Fla ., formerly of Cranston, and 
Gerry and Joyce Pontbriand of 

West Windsor, N.J. 

Births 

LIAM ALEXANDER RAZ, left, 
was born at Roosevelt Hospi-
tal in New York City on May 4, 
2008, to Rebekah and Liran Raz 
{formerly of Providence). He 
weighed 8 lbs., 4 oz., and was 
22 inches long. His grandparents 
are Helene and Michael Shap
iro of Columbia, Md., and Rina 
and Isaac Raz of Ganey Tikvah, 
Israel. His Hebrew name is She
vach Ariyeh. 

AARON KYLE GEIHSACOV, son 
of STEPHANIE J[AN SCHWAB 
and ADAM GREENBLATT 
GERTSACOV. was born on 
Sept'!mber 2 a\ 7,08 pm a\ \hi! 
l•nstein Hospital in th" Bron• 
Aaron was named for Adam 's 
lat" fath~r Alan , St!'phanif' s 
lfll" 9ri•ndlathwr Andr•w, an 
Arlam·s lat" mother Kar~I 
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People 
Brennan becomes principal at Yarlas, 

Kaplan, Santilli & Moran 

PROVIDENCE - M atthew 
J. Brennan, 36, of Coventry, 
a board treasurer of Jewish 
Family Services and finance 
secretary of Temple Sinai in 
Cranston, has been pro
moted to tax principal at the 
Providence accounting firm 
ofYarlas, Kaplan, Santilli & 
Moran (YKSM). 

"This is as much about our 
future as it is about today," 
said Richard Kaplan, the 
firm's managing partner. "We 
are bringing young blood 
into the firm's leadership, so 
we can continue to have the 
resources and skills, includ
ing managerial skills, well 
into the future. This should 
benefit our diverse clientele 
and our employees for years 
to come." 

Brennan, who came to 
YKSM in 2003 also has 
a bachelor's and master's 
degrees in taxation from 
Bryant University and has 
most recently served the firm 
in a supervisory role as tax 
manager. Prior to joining the 
firm, he had worked with the 
national accounting firm's of 

Matthew J. Brennan 

Ernst & Young and Deloitte 
Tax. 

He is a member of the fed
eral and state tax committee 
for the Rhode Island Soci
ety ofCPAs, the American 
Institute of CPAs, Financial 
Planning Association, Rhode 
Manufacturers Association, 
and a member ofTouro Fra
ternal Association. 

Brennan and his wife 
Susan have two children, 
Jared, 7, and Alyssa, 3. 

Residency gift awarded 
JAY M . BRENNAN. M.D., left. receives residency gih from Heramba 

Prasad, M .D .• in recent ceremony. 

Please, don't fOf"get to share 
your simchas with 
The Voice & Herald 

Send Simct)_a$_ to; l •ma,t : vooeP,h .., 
l 
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Suzanne Bazzle, 75 
PROVIDENCE -Suzanne M. 
{Edery) Baule, 75. died Aug. 31. 
2008 at Rhode Island Hospital. She 
was the wife of the late Jack Bazzle. 

Born in Casablanca, Morocco, 
she was a daughter of the late 
David and Alice (Assouline) Edery. 

Mrs. Baz.zle was a member 
ofTemple Emanu-EI. 

She is survived by her children: 
Lt. Eric Bazzle (North Provi-
dence Fire Department) of North 
Providence, Deborah Blazer of 
Providence. Lisa Baule of North 
Providence, Judy Baule of Provi
dence, and Marc Baule of North 
Providence; her siblings: Solomon 
Edery, Michel Edery, Paulette 
Boujard and Francoise Edery, all of 
Bordeaux, France; Miriam Farris of 
Visalia, Calif., and Simone Brown of 
Tampa, Fla., and her grandchildren, 
David, Aaron, Anthony and Alicia. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the JCC of RI 
Kosher Meal Site, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave .• Providence, RI 02906. 

Mary Berger 
EAST GREENWICH - Mary 

Berger of 45 Signal Ridge Way 
passed away peacefully, surrounded 
by her loving family, on Aug. 31. She 
was the beloved wife of Eric Berger, 
M.D., and the devoted mother of 
Elissa, Joshua and Benjamin. Mary 
is also survived by her dear parents, 
John and Rita Lyons, of Buffalo, NY, 
sisters, Linda and Margaret, brother, 
John and 10 nieces and nephews. 

Mary was born in Buffalo, NY 
and earned her nursing deeree 
from SUNY Buffalo, as well as her 
master's degree in nursing from 
the University of Connecticut. 
She worked for the East Green
wich public schools as a school 
nurse-teacher for 15 years. 

She was a member of the 
National Honor Society of Nurs
ing and was a Red Cross instruc
tor in critical life support. For 

many years, she volunteered at 
Friends Way of RI, a bereave
ment support group for children. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in her memory may be made to 
Friends Way, 765 West Shore 
Road, Warwick, RI 02889. 

Marion R. Cohen, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Marion R. 
Cohen, 91, mother and grand
mother who worked for the R.I. 
Attorney General, died Sunday, 
Aug. 24. She was the wife of 
the late Raymond L. Cohen. 

Born May 10, 1917, and raised 
in Providence, a daughter of the 
late Eva (Frank) and Samuel 
Rosenfield, she was a lifelong 
resident of Rhode Island who 
spent recent years in West 
Yarmouth to be near her family. 

She was a graduate of Provi
dence public schools and the 
Katherine Gibbs School and was a 
homemaker who raised two sons 
as a single mother with the support 
of many friends and family after her 
husband's untimely death in 1948. 

During that time, she also was 
involved in many charitable activi
ties and served as chairwoman 
of the Rhode Island Chapter, 
Women's Division, of the United 
Jewish Appeal. After her children 
were grown, she worked many 
years in the Rhode Island Attor
ney General's office as librarian 
and paralegal, receiving many 
commendations for her service. 

Marion is survived by a son, 
Steven A . Cohen, of Orleans, 
Mass .• and his wife, Valerie; a 
granddaughter, Rachel E. Cohen of 
Lake City, Fla., and her husband, 
Michael O 'Brien ; a grandson, 
Charles (Sam) Cohen of Boston; 
and another granddaughter, 
Sara Masterson of Portland, Me., 
Sara's husband, Jeffrey, and their 
daughter, Grace Elizabeth. 

She also had a special rela
tionship with nieces Maureen 
Wrobel of Lexington, Ky .• and 
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in Rhode Island 
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ObituarieS 
Susan Penton of Columbia, S.C. 

A son, Phillip M. Cohen, 
and a sister, Irene Magid, 
predeceased her. 

Marion's family would like to 
express their appreciation to the 
staff and especially the nurses at 
Mayflower Place in West Yar
mouth for the care they provided 
her over the past several years. 

Memorial donations in her name 
may be made to Temple Beth-El, 
70 Orchard Ave., Providence, 
R.I., 02906; Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Cape Cod, 765 Attucks 
Lane, Hyannis, Mass., 02601 ; 
or a charity of one's choice. 

Zelda Gourse 
PROVIDENCE - Zelda Gourse, 
widow of the late Harry Andrew 
Gourse, was born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Harry and 
Ida (Zurier) Fisher. She lived 
in Fall River, Mass., from 1938 
until 1982 and has been a resi
dent of Providence since then. 

A graduate of Pembroke Col
lege in Brown University in 1936, 
she was president of the Student 
Government Association. In 1966 
she earned a Master's Degree in 
Library Science from the Univer
sity of Rhode Island, and was the 
coordinator of Library Services 
at Bristol Community College 
in Fall River, retiring in 1978. 

She was a past president 
of Fall River's Pembroke Col-
lege Club and was a member of 
Brown's first General Develop
ment Committee. She and her 
late husband, together with the 
class of '36, established a scholar
ship at Brown in memory of their 
younger daughter, Sydney Jane. 

Mrs. Gourse was a member of 
A .A.U.W. and served on the board 
of the Ninth St. Day Nursery in 
Fall River for many years. She was 
a member of the Little Theater of 
Fall River and sat on the Women's 
Board of the Union Hospital, now 
the Charlton Memorial Hospital. 

She was a Life Member of the 

Sisterhood ofTemple Beth-El in 
Fall River, Hadassah, Brandeis 
Women's Committee, the Fall River 
Jewish Home for the Aged, and 
Beth Israel Hospital of Boston, all 
of which organizations she served 
in many capacities. She was a 
member ofTemple Beth-El of Fall 
River, Temple Beth-El of Provi
dence, and a Life Member of the 
R.I. Jewish Historical Association. 

She was the mother of the late 
Sydney Jane Gourse and Leslie 
Gourse, and sister of the late 
Natalie Percelay and Sidney Fisher. 
She is survived by her first cousin, 
Melvin Zurier of Providence.and 
many other caring relatives of 
her and her late husband. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

William J. Gregerman 
HOUSTON - William J. Greger
man, 84, of Houston, Tex., formerly 
of Providence, died August 19 
while visiting relatives in Rhode 
Island. He was the husband of the 
late Doris (Mann) Gregerman. 

Born in Providence he was 
the son of the late Abraham and 
Sarah (Bernstein) Gregerman; and 
brother of the late Paul Gregerman. 

A World War II veteran of the 

-

U.S. Army, he made 
his career in invest
ments as a stockbroker. 

He leaves a son, Andrew Greger
man, of Houston, Tex., his grand
daughter, Gabriel ; his sister-in-law. 
Ida Gregerman; his niece, Enid 
Cohen; nephew, Abbott Greger
man and his wife Susan. His 
cousins: Evelyn Nussenfeld, David 
and Rosalie Penn, Jesse Dubin ; and 
his dear companion, Molly Aczel. 

Contributions may be 
made donaed to: Miriam 
Hospital, 164 Summit Ave., 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

Madeline Gurwitz, 94 
PROVIDENCE - Madeline (Marks) 
Gurwitz, Madeline (Marks) 94, died 
on Aug. 25 at the Miriam Hospital. 

She was the wife of the late Dr. 
Nathan Levitt and Abel Gurwitz. 

Born Feb. 20, 1914, in Provi
dence, she was the daughter of the 
late John and Anna (Braun) Marks. 
A lifelong resident of Rhode Island, 

she graduated 
from the Uni
versity of Rhode 
Island and worked 
as a social worker 
for the State of 
Rhode Island. 

She was 
involved in 
many chari

table organizations, with special 
interests in Temple Emanu El, 
its Sisterhood and Garden Club 
of which she was President. 

An award winning member of 
the Rhode Island Federation of 
Garden Clubs she was a Master 
of seven schools of Japanese 
Flower Arranging and an Honor
ary Life Member of the Sogetsu 
School of Flower Arranging. 

Madeline is survived by her 
son, Dr. Mayer A. Levitt and his 
wife Judith, her two daughters, 
Ellen Grebstein and her hus
band Dr. Lawrence Grebstein, 
and Lynda Bedard; and her step 
daughter, Deborah Katz and 
her husband Herbert Katz. 

She is also survived by her 
brother Leo Marks, nine grand
children and seven great grand
children. She was the sister of 
the late Dr. Herman Marks, and 
Paul Marks; and mother-in-law 
of the late Peter Bedard. 

Memorial contribu
tions may be made to: 

Sogetsu Ma55achusetts Branch, 
c/o Mrs. Seiko Hori, 45 Arnold 
Rd., Wellesley, Mass .. 02481. 

Ruth Hodosh, 83 
CRANSTON - Ruth Hodosh, 

83, of 199 Ausdale Road. died 
Aug. 28 at Briarcliffe Manor in 
Johnston. She was the beloved 
wife of the late Gerald Hodosh. 

Born in Providence. a daughter of 

See OBITUARIES, Facing Page 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Locally operated to meet your personal needs 
with compassion and sensitivity 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI ,,1- ,,oR,, i a l 

< IIAPLI =-...: 
458 H pe Str et, Providence, RI 

( 401) 331-8094 • 1-800 -447 -1267 
hi ( 40 I ) l l l 9 '79 

/rJ Jal Hci5her, FunerJl Dire ·tor 
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Abie Nathan, 'Voice of Peace' for Middle East, dies at 81 
Peace activist spent 

his final years 
paralyzed, in a 

wheelchair 
BYDrNA KRAIT 

] TA Staff Writer 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - Abie 
Nathan, the man who broad
cast hope for a different 
11iddle East from a rickety 
secondhand freighter ship 
in the Mediterranean Sea 
with his "Voice of Peace" 
pirate radio station, died 
\Vednesday at the age of 81. 

For two decades, an 
announcer's voice on Nathan's 
station could be heard on radio 
dials across the Middle East 
intoning: "From somewhere in 
the Mediterranean, the Voice 
of Peace is your voice." 
The ship gave voice to Nathan's 
vision - one in which the 
peoples of the region would 
fi nd a way to heal from their 
wounds and come together 
in common sense to end 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

• His actions were like a 
boi.con of light, of peace, in 
dark days of war and enmity," 
Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said. '1-le did not compromise. 
He did what he believed in." 

'1-le was a.head of his 
time," said mother friend and 
admirer, Yossi Sarid, former 
head of the Meretz Party. 
Nathan sank his ship in 1993 
after the launch of the Oslo 
Peace Accords, hoping his 
tnlision was done but also 
hc:ni.ly saddled with debt 
from running the , tation . 

H 1s friends ay it was then 
that the maverick Jewish peace 
a.ctivist, who came to Israel as 
a volunteer pilot during the 
1948 War oflndcpcndence, 
bcgm to fade from public view. 

From Prec•d•ng Pag• 

•~ Leon and Mary (Sherman) 
_ had lived ,n Crans on 

Nathan spent his 
final years par
tially paralyzed 
from a stroke and 
in a wheelchair. 

Born Abraham 
Jacob Nathan in 
Iran and educated 
in India, he first 
burst onto the 
international stage 
in 1966 when he 
took off from Israel 
and flew a small, 
single-engine plane 
to Egypt that he 
dubbed Shalom One. 

His plan was to 
meet Gama! Abdel 
Nasser, then Egypt's 
president, in a bid 
to accelerate peace 
between Israel and 
the Arab world 
through a daring act 
of people power. 

Nathan was sent 
back to Israel with 

The Voice of Peace, Abie Nathan 

"All this work he 
did totally alone. 
He understood 
the importance of 
emotion and had 
the ability to influ
ence people on an 
emotional level," 
Avineri said. 

In 1977, Nathan 
sailed through 
the Suez Canal 
after several failed 
attempts, passing 
out chocolates and 
toys for children. 

The follow-
ing year, in 1978, 
Nathan began a 
hunger strike at 
a tent in a major 
Tel Aviv square as 
a protest against 
Jewish settle
ment construc
tion in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 
The strike lasted 

no meeting to show for it, 
but that didn't stop him from 
trying again the following 
year. He again 

Remembering Nathan's first 
trip to Egypt, Uri Avineri, a 
fellow long-time peace activist, 
told Israel's Channel 10, "We 

45 days. At its end, Nathan 
looked like a skeletal shadow 
of himself, friends recalled. 

returned home 
without a meet
ing, and this 
time he was 
jailed in Israel 
for illegally 
visiting an 
enemy country. 

But the stunt 
made Nathan 
a household 
name in Israel 
and fueled his 
ambitions for 
other off-beat 
adventures in 
peace activism . 

The launch 

"Nathan is visited by an older Israeli 
Arab woman, also in a wheelchair, who 

calls out to him in a sing-song voice, 
'Where is Abie Nathan?' 

Unable to speak, he stares back in 
silence. 

But when she says, 'Hold out your 
hand, we will say, 'Shalom, Shalom,' the 
camera catches his hand clasping hers." 

Nathan also 
made headlines 
and found his 
way to more jail 
time in the late 
1980s and early 
1990s, when he 
met with Yasser 
Arafat and other 
PLO members 
at a time when it 
was still against 
the law for I srae
lis to do so. 

"Today I feel 
stronger, taller 
and I will not 
stop the path 

of the Voice of Peace, 
whose boat was partially 
funded by John Lennon, 
was his signature effort. 

all held our collective breath 
when we heard he would 
be landing at Port Said," an 
Egyptian city. 

I have begun," 
Nathan told reporters after 
emerging from jail following 
one of those prison entences. 

Nathan also met with other 

Obituaries 

leaders around the worW, 
including Pope Paul VI and 
U.S. Sen. Robert Kennedy. 
Gideon Levy, a columnist 
at Israel's daily Ha'aretz, 
remembered Nathan from 
the bohemian days of his own 
youth in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Levy was among those who 
spent long hours at Nathan's 
parties and at his Tel Aviv 
hamburger joint, "California,• 
known as a center for the 
city's hip intelligentsia scene. 

He remembered Nathan 
as an excellent host, always 
happy to cook for a crowd 
and throw another party. 

But in the background 
was always politics, which 
Nathan took very seriously. 

"Abie Nathan was perhaps 
the only Israeli who felt guilty 
about 1948," Levy wrote. "As a 
volunteer pilot from overseas, 
he had bombed Palestinian 
villages and then wanted to 
make up for it. He didn't shoot 
and whine about it but actu
ally tried to make amends." 

Nathan was also active 
beyond the Israeli-Arab 
conflict. He helped set up 
refugee can1ps for victims 
of famine and war , earth
quakes and fighting in 
other parts of the world. 

After Nathan's death thi 
week, TV stations showed 
a clip of Nathan in his later 
years, wheelchair-bound 
and unable to speak. 

In the clip, he is visited 
by an older Israeli Arab 
womm, also in a wbccl
chair, who calls out to 

him in a ing-song voice, 
«where i Abie 'arhan?" 

Unable to ,peak, he 
tares back in ilcncc. 

But when he u,_, •Hold 
out your hand, we ·will , 
' halom, Sh~m.- the a.mc:ra 
carche hi. hand clasping her,; , 

Street. Providence. R.I. 02906 golfer and a member of Poto
womut Country Club. 

NEWS: tories that plea. rather than disma • 
Charlotte M . White, 83 

CRANSTON - Charlotte M. While. 
83. of Cranston, died Aug. 31. She 
was he wife of Herbert Wh, e 
for 61 years Sorn ,n Providence, 
a daughlrr of the late Louis and 
Ida (La t) Shen•ow. ~e had 
lived 1n Cranston for 45 y,-.ars 

Charlotte WO<+cd w1 h her 

She leaves a son. Bruce R. 
White. of West WarwKk and 
daughter. Randie White Bazarof 
Cranston. She was the Sister of 
Helene Groten of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla . Sara Shenkow of Rich
mond and the late Ethel Rose. 
She leaves 2 grandchildren and 
several m c and neph~ 

ContrtbtJt•on in her =morr 
may t,,, ma<le o Ho.,p,<~ of RI 
or Amer n C.anc6 So<•~ty 

From Pag@ 35 

u , the mo t fru,trattng 
pruidcnt1.L! dcctioo c,n. 

The wu (now O'Jr Ion t) 
1 winnin!{ - then ,t "losing 
The candidate ltcrnate 
between being lm'rng and 
na t • The dcctorat I k 
cnrhu i m r either , hn 
-.mmcn ha, cl t i t , be 

• t than 1hcir mt.le 

The plac to adv rtise 
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We are read everywhere 
Where in the world will we go next? 

QUEENSLAND 
ANN AND EDWARD GROSSMAN of Narragansett visit Steve Irwin's Australia Zoo in Queensland, 

Australia - bringing The Voice & Herald along with them. 

CANAL GARONNE 
WAYNE ROSENBERG AND PRISCILLA SH UBE of Providence brought The Voice & Herald on their 

vacation in Southwest France along the Canal Garonne on their " Locoboat Penichette 935R." They 
were on their way to pick up some wine at the Buzet Vineyards. 

II HAIIO f•, Mt(H[l[ KPR, r rf!ntlv r•turn•ll fr ma tour of th• C nadoan 
A! (,I <• ,, )~SP'" N t•onal P rk, n .-t 

ILEBERTO MEDINA brought The Voice & Herald with him when he 
visited the Caldeira volcano on the island of Graciosa, 

in Portugal's Azores Islands. 

JOAN AND MORT GRAY of Cranston brought The Voice & Herald 
with them to Alaska when they traveled there re<ently in June 

We have now been to: 
Antarctica 
Africa: Tanzania, South Africa 
Australia: Qyccnsland 
Azores: Ponta Del Gada, 
Gr,nosa lsland 
Canada: Qyebcc City, Bntiili 
Colwnbi., Athabasca Gt.aer 
Caribbean: Arub,, Brin.sh 
VifwD Mond<, Crui>cs, Bon.une. 
St Thom..,,, C ,vmcn Js!,nd.,, OJ,., 
Rio, 
Russia: i\loo""" 
Turl(ey: l ,ranb,J 
Austria: V ,cnn• 

Laos 
Mongolia 
Nepal 
Taiwan 
Singapore 
Thailand: B.mi:kol... Su :>th.ii 
Vietnam: Ho Ch, . l,nh C1h· 

Egypt: Lu r 
Israel: Tih<n . [ena ltm. 
~b.1J., G, 1m !!eights 
Jordan 
Argentina: Bur Aun 
Brazil 
Colombia: B u 
Peru Clud., 
Uzbekistan 
United Stat s: 
\ la<k.a 



MT. RUSHMORE 
STEVEN R. WHITE of West Warwick reports: "'My daughter Hannah 
and I took a road trip starting from Houston, hit a tornado in Okla

homa and then went to Mount Rushmore. South Dakota·• - with 
The Voice & Herald. 
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y OU DESERVE THE VERY BEST 

For more information, please contact us: 

- BLUMBERG FAMILY 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
SERVICES OF DOTHAN 

2733 Ross Cl.Aru:: GR.CLE 
DOTHAN, ALABAMA 36301 

PH: (334) 793~6855 EXT. 270 
ROBG@LBAPROPERHES.COM 

BFJCS .org 

Quality education and a healthy, diversified, 
growing economy and workforce await you in 
Dothan, Alabama. We passionately support our 
city's highly respected educational institutions, 
from pre-school to doctoral degrees. Dochan's 
healthcare system is a huge community as.set 

serving the tri-state region with top quality care. 
One example cr immediate professional 
oppommity: the area's largest employer, 
Southeast Alabama Medical Center, is currently 
recruiting 50 new physicians. There's proof 
positive that Dothan is a vibrant, progressive and 
growing community; an exciting and positive 
place for Jewish families to move, work and play. 

You Deserve Opportunities - We Can Help 
Blumberg Family Jewish Community 
Services' "Family Relocation Project" offers 
significant financial assistance in the form 
of no-interest grants, up to $50,000 to those 
who qualify. 

DOTHAN ALABAMA 
W aC-OME TO YOUR NEW JEWISH 1-EIGHBORHOOD 

- - · 
-

The beautiful beaches of the Gulf of Mexico are a 
short drive away along with a huge variety of cultural 
opportunities in Atlanm, Bilminl!ham, non:hem 
Florida, and New Orlearu. 

Are you raising Jewish children, 
but you're not Jewish? 

Don't do it alone! 

Join us for The Mothers Circl --r 

The Mothers Circle is a free educational and welcom ing program empowering mothers any faith or religious background 
to create Jewish homes. Mothers in all family constellations are welcome and participants do not have to be affiliated 
with a Jewish instItutIon or have any prior knowledge. The interactive curriculum for the sessions explores Jewish 
holidays, practices, rituals, and ethics while provid ing resources and tools for enriching Jewish family life at home. 

For more information please contact Kit Haspel, Mothers Circle Coordinator at 401 331 .o 56 x184 or khaspel@bjen org. 

)ew, h Community C nt r f Rhode island G n r u I 
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BQQ KS 
From Page 33 

o in what sense is the novel 
Jewish? 

Basic to so much Jewish fiction 
- its raison d'etre and its emo
tional core is the need to cope 
with humiliation. threat, and 
loss. \ Veil , what about African
American fiction? As I said, we 
don't own suffering. Bur in a lot 
of Jewish writing it seems that the 
trauma oflo produces not just 
grief or rage but guilt. Aggres
sion against the sci£ 

The characters do everything 
they can to assuage their gu ilt: 
Oskar is tortured by guilt for 
not having answered his father 's 
final phone call from the W orld 
Trade Center. He gives himself 
bruises; he goes on a quest; he 
invents and imagines as ways 
of avoiding guilt. His grand
father has lost his family in the 
Dresden bombing. He begins 
to lose speech, finally being able 
only to write - repressing speech 
because all the words bring 
back his beloved Anna and his 
family. And so it goes with all 
the characters: loss leads to guilt 
leads to some form of masking or 
repressing guilt. Guilt produc
ing suffering, aggression against 
the self rather than expressed 
outward: this seems particularly 
Jewish. Remember the old joke 
- the Irish woman yelling out her 
window, "Come upstairs, T=my, 
or I'll kill you," and her Jewish 

neighbor leaning her head out 
her window and shouting "Come 
upstairs, Moshe, you're killing 
n1e." 

I'm thinking of Kafka's writ
ing, of Peretz, of Henry Roth, 
even of Philip Roth. I think of 
Saul Bellow and his protagonist 
Herzog. I think of W oody Allen. 
I think of my own fiction. Yes, 
you say, but what about Dos
toyevsky? He ain't no Jew, and 
he's a master of the lacerations 
of guilt. I agree. I'd never say 
we own guilt, and self torture; 
but they're more often found in 
Jewish writing, often blended 
with comedy. 

If the non-Jewish Extremely 
Loud and Incredibly Close has 
suffering and guilt at its core, 
the same is true for the novel of 
Jewish material, Everything Must 
Be Illuminated. Here it's a whole 
shtetl that's lost, and guilt is cen
tral - the guilt, especially, of the 
Ukrainian narrator's grandfather. 
This novel not only uses Jewish 
material; a large part of the 
novel, the mythic history of the 
shtetl that the Nazis destroy, is a 
wonderful mish-mash of parody 
Y1ddishkeit folk tale-like stories 
of the fools of Ch elm. 

Neither novel ends in the dark. 
As in so much Jewish fiction, 
there's hope. 

IR•l&ll~l•)~iiiil 

Kidspace + at the JCCRI 
THE KIDSPACE AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAM at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode 

Island provides a nurturing and safe environment, supervised by experience staff and licensed 
by the R.I. Department of Children, Youth and Family. It runs for the entire school yea r, 

Monday-Thursday, 3-6 p.m .. and Friday, 2:30 -6 p.m. For more information, call 881-6600, ext . 
147, or e-mail cfiks@jccri.org . 

and 

L;b~ ry 
present 

Join us for a Shabbat-themed story time 
with music and a craft for the kids . 

Books on th 
471An IISlr 

Friday, September 12 
10:00 -11:30 am 

Ch1ldr n month to 
tow ar th 1r PJ' -

Fr and o n t th mmurn 
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The world of housing turns green and greener 
With energy costs on 
the rise, investments 

in solar energy 
make both dollars 

and sense 
BvNANcv KlRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

W OKNEW? 
We can keep 
the wolf[at 

ast the energy 
wolf) from our door by taking 
a page from "The Three Little 
Khaurim" story. Straw is 
a narural insulation source, 
sticks are renewable resources 
and brick homes are airtight. 

olar solutions to rising energy 
costs are becoming more 
practical and economical. 

Earlier this year, Barrington 
resident Richard Gouse installed 
a solar heating system for his 
home's pool. Last year, he 
didn't get to swim at all, though 
he likes to swim for exercise, 
energy prices made heating 
the pool too expensive and the 
unheated pool was too cold. 

"It cost Sl,000 a month 
[based on last year's bills] just 
to heat the pool," he said. "It 
cost about S6,000 to install the 

See SUN, Page 8 

Photo courte5y lob Che-w-

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS (above) can meet the electricity needs of a home, while solar heating panels can provide a family 's hot 
water needs. In addition, attention to solar design, such as the sunspace, above, can reduce a home's overall energy needs. 

What's the story with the real estate market? 
Market conditions 
are creating pockets 
of opportunity for 
first time buyers 

T wo QJJE.STION 
h•t cvcrvm• ccm< 

1,, I>< ~ I. 1ng me I hr,e 
d,y " • \,Vhen w,11 

rn,rkrt h,1 ,11,,m," •nd 

will not even get any show
ings. Whitewashing market 
conditions for buyers can 
lead to unwise investments. 

Indeed, while it may be a 
great ti me to buy for some 
people, 1t 1s not a great time for 

all people. 
l don't 

pretend 
to have 
,1 cry,ul 
hall, hut 
I can tell 
~nu that 
h1 tori 

,,Iii,'"'" 

it appears that we are begin
ning to rea li ze a slight decline 

REAL ESTATE INSIGHT 

in li sting volume. This may be 
a seasonal adju tment, track
ing the listing volume over the 
next severa l months will 
show a cle.irer picture. 

over built during the boom, 
mostly due to the prohibiti\'e 
cost of land and construc
tion, there is still ,1 I.age 
listing inventory remaining. 

Problems in the job sector 
- coupled with n<mg foel 

The demand for condo, in 
Rhode lsland 1< drin,n bv 
empty-ne,tcrs, -ouni- prnfe,
<ionals, bab1 lx>omcrs .1.nd 
,econd-homc owner'- The ne,, 
market ((\J1d1t1on, are ffe.1.t 
•n!-i p<xket, of opportunit, t0r 

fir,t time bu, r, , There a, 

I nterprct1ng the data 
surrounding sold p11cc, 
1, a littl harder, RE < 
(prc-foreclosur ,) .tnd 
forec losure, h•, be 11 

"A long term fix for the 
housing market will require 
a return to fundamentals, 
to old-fashioned values 

about home ownership." 
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INVENTORY: Still a large listing inventory remaining on the market 
From Page 1 

the housing market 
will require a return 
to fund.1rnentals, to 
old-fashioned values 
about home owner
ship. 1hese include: 

Teaching people 
how to maintain good 
credit instead of show
ing them how to get a 
loan with bad credit; 

Full disclosure and 
transparency of the intri
cacies of financing with 
actual down payments; 

Common-sense loans 
and mo t importantly, 
personal responsibility. 

These are the cor
nerstones of the new 
recovery. One large 
black cloud hover-
ing over the housing 
recovery is the potential 
number of people that 
will decide to walk 
away from their mortgages 
because the value of their home 
has depreciated below what 
they owe on the mortgage. 

It seems that everyone in 
the real estate world is get
ting back to basics as well. 

In spite of the downturn in 
the market, and the gloomy 
national press, people still need 
to buy and sell houses, and good 

houses that are properly priced 
are selling in all price ranges. 

Agents with no business are 
falling back on fundamen-
tals to improve their business. 
Those agents with business are 
working harder than ever to 
bring these homes to con
tract. The days of order taking 
are over, negotiation is key, 
and those without basic nego-

I. Medina ,dkB 
Painting & Remodeling Co., Inc. 

A general contract ing company specializing in ... 
Painting Carpentry Roofs 

Plaster & Drywall Historical Restoration Brick & Cement 

.\lore lhan 20 years experience in Hislorica/ Resloralions 

Fully Insured and licensed (Reg. #7320) 

Call Al. Medina 438-8IB 

The per1ect choice for all of your 
Interior Design needs 

c/Mich~{{~9£7f,¼:,f/tpi9n i 

tiation skills are not able to 
keep these deals together. 

The fact is it is a great 
time to buy if you are going 
to be in the house for three 
years or more. Make sure 
you don't over-extend your
self. The average mortgage 
nationally is seven years. 

Few people buy their dream 
house on the first go-around. 

People trade up and down all 
through their lives as their fam
ilies grow and shrink. A house 
cannot be treated like a short
term asset. Home ownership is 
an achievement that takes work, 
savings and responsibility. 

Learn from the experience 
of all those who got caught in 
using the equity in their homes 
like an ATM machine. They 

"Few people buy 
their dream house 

on the first go
around. People trade 

up and down all 
through their lives 

as their families 
grow and shrink. 

A house cannot be 
treated like a short
term asset. Home 
ownership is an 

achievement that 
takes work, savings 
and responsibility." 

all thought that the market 
would continue to appreci
ate. When the cycle reversed, 
many sellers had to come to 

the closing table with a check. 
It is a great time to 

buy, but only if it is the 
right time for you. 

Sally Lapides can be reached at 
slapides@residentialproperties.com 

Realize the fa ll beauty of your property with the help of 
SCHWARTZ TREE AND LANDSCAPE. Our goal is to 

bring out the best that your plants have to offer. 

Call today for an appointment and evaluation 

l SCHWARTZ 
~, T R f F < R F 

N[)S( Pl 

401-941-4440 
I orntrd in Cram ton - wrvin olf of Rhod /~land 
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Rental: Not as expensive as 
you might believe 

Rentals offer seniors 
great housing 
alternatives 

BY SELMA STANZLER 

Special To The Voice & Herald 

W ENEVERthe 
ubject of down-
12ing and selling 
our home comes 

up, the oft-stat~d fear is that the 
rent will be too expensive. 
How much does your home 
cost you each year, clivided by 
tweh-e> Factor in your mortgage 
pavmems, real estate taxes, 
insurance, lavvn 

maintenance, snow clearing, 
exterior and interior maintenance 
and repairs and a slush fund, 
ready 

throw in a paid club membership 
fee just to finally get rid it. 
In Rhode Island there are 

now many 
ore 

affordable 
for those 
unexpected 
calamities. Don't forget that the sale attractive 

You may be of your home also provides apartment 
surprised • living 
bywhat you with a lump sum of choices. 

it COStS cash that can be converted Some have 
you each concierge 
month to into an income-producing services, 

maintain investment. under-
your home. ground 
If you are ---------------parking, 
still living and swim-
in a home you own and you ming pools. For those who live 

must move to assisted alone, many of these choices 
living, your children offer safety and companionship. 
will be burdened by Don't forget that the sale of 
trying to sell the your home also provides you 
house, which may with a lump sum of cash that can 
not happen quickly, be converted into an income-
and getting you producing investment. This 
settled in your new income may well provide you 
surroundings at the with enough cash to cover the 
same time. 
When I faced 
selling my Florida 

condo after I was wid-
owed, it took two years to 

do so, and all that time I was 
paying condo fees, taxes etc. My 
friend's dilemma was that it took 
four years to sell her mother's 
penthouse condo. She had to 

cost of all of the rent, or a good 
portion ofit, while leaving the 
corpus intact to become part of 
your estate. 
So don't be afraid to rent .. .it 
might be less expensive than 
you think. And, you'd be free 
of all home ownership worries. 

Move Management for Seniors 
For the retired professional 

Ou, us rd tr f '- n I pian r"oordinalP and P'ANUtP your ,..,t,r" movP 

You do not have to lift a finger! 
fr v,(etm ludc-

Packing and unpacking services 
W• upp1y II matn1als needPd 
WP remove and discard all used materials. 

Downsizing services 
Arr,,ngP for d"l1~PrY to family and/or charity. 
rash ou all u ,,ml d bPlong1ngs. 

Organlzi~g services 
nvld Ooor p n 

Co p t d nlng 
I youts for nrw r 1d<?nc.e. 

rv1c s for old nd/or nnw res1denc, . 

Oiscountl'd storav• rat.s for unused belongings. 

401-764-0646 
www.SeniorsOnTheMoveNE.com 
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The Lion eats lizards for breakfast. 
Gary & Sherri Klein 

Saved 23.4 % on their Auto Policy, and 
Increased their coverage by 67 % ! 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR AUTO INSURANCE. 
For a free quote from our new special program, Call Roy Fmkelman at 274-0303 x 114 

THE EGIS GROUP 
Insurance • Pension • Employee Benefits 

Lloyd's, London, Correspondents 
81 $.ANGELL STR.EET ·PROVIDENCE· 274-0303 · EGISGROUP.COM 

. .. Trust your bathroom project to 30 years of doing the right thing ... 
Offering a complete service that is reliable and affordable 

The 
BATHROOM 

WAYNE GOODLIN 
Deslgne1/Bu1lde! 

Specialist 
FullyUceosed 

& lnsurad 
l,le,nber cl Ille Rhode Island 
8Ullde!'S As:socotl00 

401-567-7777 
(Free Estimates) 

Live in elegant surroundings. ennched "'1th a distinct,~ 
cultural ambiance and an unparalleled level of ser ice 
and amenities. with all the support net'ded for your 
safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio . one or two 
bedroom apartmen • and studio or companion 
apartments ,n our Renaissance M mory Support m 

A 
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COLDWeLI. 
BAN~eRO 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

401-37 4-4488 
Bonnie Sells Houses.com 

Robert H. Maclea 
Painting Company 

J lw < Jri~inal 

Fine Interior C:usll,m Paint Applications 
Carpentry· • Color Consultation 

~1antks to ~1ansards • Closl"ts to Castks 

( il't a ~:?00.00 on lhl' "I'"' cll.,n11111I 
"hl'n ~ 011 llll'lllinn 

~011 "-'" thi, 11cl in thl· -'""l,h \ok,•. 

(401) 246-1214 
' 

URl's gardening workshops will turn even 
the blackest thumb green 

Six weekly sessions 
in Providence or one 
all day program in 
Kingston will teach 

gardening skills 
KINGSTON - H ow does your 
garden grow? You can grow 
your gardening skills this fall 
with two workshops 
offered by the University 
of Rhode Island (URI). 
Its fall gardening school, 
a series of six weekly · 
workshops, will blos
som on six consecutive 
Monday evenings, 
beginning September 22 
through October 27 from 
6 to 8 p.m.at the Roger 
Williams Park Botanical 
Center in Providence. 

"This course addresses 
many of the challenges 
facing both new and 
experienced gardeners, 
ranging from selecting 
hardy, disease-resis
tant plants to dealing 
with weeds, diseases 
and insect pests," said 
Rosanne Sherry, the coordina
tor of the URI master gardener 
program, and the workshops' 
organizer. "This is a convenient 
option for those living in the 
northern part of the state who 

since 1929 

may find it difficult to drive 
to URI's Kingston campus." 

Participants will learn about 
soils and fertilizers, the basics of 
vegetable gardening, organic and 
chemical pest controls, peren
nials, and a special Saturday 
class on houseplant care that 
will include a guided walk led 
by trained U RI master gardener 
docents through the Botanical 
Center's two conservatories. 

Need to do speed gardening? 
Consider, then a one day "cram 
course" - URI's GreenShare 
Garden School - with a full 
day of workshops at the URI 
Outreach Center in l(jngston 

coleman 

135 Elmgrovc venue 
Providence, RI 02906 

401.27 4. l636 

on Saturday, September 27. 
"This new event is designed 
to help gardeners keep their 
thumbs green and the environ
ment healthy while also enjoying 
many of the best exhibits and 
activities from the old Green
Share Field Day," said Sejal 
Lanterman, the GreenShare 
Garden School coordinator. 

Workshop topics include 
bullet-proof roses, growing 

hydrangeas, compost
ing 101, landscape 
design for an eco
friendly garden, and 
low-impact landscaping. 
Participants can also 
have their soil tested, 
weeds identified, and 
get all their gardening 
questions answered by 
URI master gardeners. 

The fee for the 
six-week Fall Garden 
School in Providence 
is S120, and the reg
istration deadline is 
September 15. The cost 
of the one-day Green
Share Garden School in 
l(jngston is S20 for the 
full day and $10 for half 
day, with an additional 

SS charged for registration on 
the day of the event. Additional 
information about both pro
gran1s can be found at www.uri . 
edu/cels/ceoc or by calling 401-
874-2900. 

~~ . p\.!ricn 'c and knmvkd!! · 
nwkc a hie, dilkn:·11 'C <.::arJ :F.,cJdnr1n 

nll 111n n I' '~dll , 
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The garden encore 
BY CHERYL C ADWELL 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald THERE IS A NIP in the 
air that says summer is over 
and winter beckons. As a 
gardener, this means it is 
time to get out and work in 

the garden. An old saying goes: "What 
you do for the garden in autumn will 
reward you in the spring." Very true! 

Start the autumn garden tasks by 
analyzing your garden. W hile a summer 
vision remains, think about the good, 
bad or ugly of your garden. What did you 
like or dislike about the garden? Now is 
the time to make the changes that will 
make next year's garden the best yet. 

Creating a healthy garden. Many 
garden problems are caused by poor soil. 
The easiest and most environmentally 
friendly way to have healthy plants is 
to feed the soil that feeds the plants. 

First have a soil test. The analysis of 
your soil will not only tell you of nutri
ent deficiencies, but also indicate the 
level of organic matter it contains. 

\Vhatever you add to the soil should 
compensate fo r any deficiencies, not 
create a nutrient overload. Too much of 
a good thing can be damaging to the 

In a Complex Housing 
Market, You Have a Steady 

Partner on Your Side 

Spitz -Weiss Realtors 
family Owned llnd Oprratrdfor ()t,er 50 Ye,m 

785 Hop Sr 
401-272,6161 -

ML 

r • tt 
I 91 .. 

nc , RI 
sr altor com 

[H 

health and pest resistance of plants. 
Fall is the best t ime to enrich the 

soil. Plants still have time to take up 
the nutrients, store them in their roots, 
and use them to survive the winter and 
then be ready to get growing when 
spring comes. By using organic fertil
izers, especially compost, which breaks 
down slowly, there will be nutrients 
available to the plants all winter. 

There is no need to dig in the com
post, just spread one or two inches 
over the soil and lightly rake it in. Do 
not turn the soil over. That brings 
up weed seeds and unnecessar-
ily disturbs the roots of the plants. 

Autumn gold is about to fall When 
all those leaves fall from the trees, 
think black gold. It is a great time to 
start a compost pile. If you want a no 
fuss pile, collect all that summer grass, 
fallen leaves, and old veggies still in 
the garden and put them in a mound. 
As you pile it up put in a little soil 
and some manure every foot or so. 

All the microorganisms you need for 
breaking down the pile are naturally in 
the soil. No need for expensive additives. 
If you don't have manure, alfalfa meal is 
a good substitute for keeping the pile hot. 
Put a wire ring around the pile and leave 

_ ... .._... 

ll£AD US ONLINE 
.... jwhri . 0,9 

it till next spring. You can add vegetable 
kitchen scraps during the winter. If you 
do this, keep a pile old leaves handy. Put 
the leaves on top of the kitchen material 
just for a tidy look. And like magic, next 
spring you will have effortless compost. 

Chopped up autumn leaves also make 
great mulch. Just run the lawn mower 
over them and rake them around shrubs 
and trees. If you want to use them in 
flowerbeds, after chopping them up, set 
them aside. Mulch shouldn't be put on 
flowerbeds until the ground freezes. 

Weed you must. Gather up your 
energy and give the garden a seri
ous weeding. Pull out every inch of 
root you can reach. This extra effort 
will reward you with at least a slower 
appearance of the spring weed crop. 

Cleaning up the bed. As important 
a task as weeding is to remove all the 
old foliage and plant material from 
the beds. Old vegetation gives dis
eases and pests a place to over winter 
and then appear as a nasty surprise 
next summer. To play it safe don't put 
this old foliage in the compost pile. 

Fall lawn care. Grass gets a real benefit 
from being fertilized now. Fall fertilized 
grass emerges in the spring well fed and 
eager to grow. Organic fertilizers are the 
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SUN: H ere comes the solar future in Rhode Island 
From Page 1 

sol.ir heating ystem, so it paid 
for itself in the first season.'' 

A traditional heat source takes 
over in cloudy weather, but those 
utility bill are almost noth-
ing, he said. Gouse has swum 
nearly every day this summer, 
he sa.id, and he;ll keep the pool 
open through late October. 

For architect Paul Scharf, utiliz
ing alternative energy techniques, 
once popular three decades 
ago, is now in vogue again. 

"As an architecture student 
during the oil embargo years 
of the 1970s," said Scharf, a 
licensed architect in Crans
ton, '1 was well-schooled in 
solar and alternative energy 
systems; we had a real commit
ment to energy conservation." 

INVESTMEITTS WITH 
A BIG PAYBACK 

Investing in solar technology 

will require spending money up 
front, but the payback, according 
to solar practitioners. Be prepared 
to spend some greenbacks if you 
want to go solar to be green. 

"Solar equipment is an invest
ment with a great payback," said 
Pete Fine, owner of US Solar 
Works, an Attleboro, Mass., 
company that installs residential 
and commercial solar systems. "It 
lets people lock in a fixed cost for 
energy expen es. Solar equipment 
eliminates both the environmental 
problems created by traditional 
energy sources and financial wor
ries about future energy costs." 

According to Bob Chew, presi
dent and chief executive officer 
of Erath Friendly Energy Group, 
Inc., a home solar hot water 
system costs Sl0,000 to Sl3,000, 
before tax incentives, and a home 
photovoltaic system costs between 
S25,000 and $80,000, depending 

• 
Tell 'em Rocky s~nt you! 

On-The-Go With FCO 

SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICES 
W ith today's busy schedule we know yo·u 

·. don ·t hove time to shop for floor covering. 

One of our 
experienced 
Flooring Consultants _ 

I 
will bring flooring · · ..• 
samples to right 
to your home. 

25 Esten Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 
• (401) 726-3000 • 

Haurs: Mon. • Sat 9am-Spm • Thursday Open Tlll 8pm 

L.\RGEST SHOWROO)l lN THE ARE.\! 
( 'IIICI\ OlTOl 'R 1\"l>lJ.'-11/: 

WWW. 1-'ACTOR\'C\RPETOl TI.E'f.CO:\I 

Photo courtesy of Paul Sdlarf 
Apeiron 's demonstration model includes a solar greenhouse, high thermopane windows 

on house size and other factors . 
"Solar hot water systems typi

cally provide 60 percent to 80 per
cent of a home's annual hot water 
needs, as back-up systems kick in 
during periods of cloudy weather," 
Chew said. "Customers with grid
connected photovoltaic systems 

and two solar collectors. 
bills for electricity and hot water. 
Before you rush out to go solar, 
remember that you are purchas
ing 30 years of energy upfront. 
The return on the initial financial 
investment varies, depending on 
use and future energy costs, but 
there is a payback, the experts 

major components all have a 25-
year warranty," said Fme. "The 
equipment is silicon-based, similar 
to semi-conductors, and the pho
tovoltaic systems, first developed 
by NASA, have been successfully 
used in space exploration for 30 or 
40 years." 

can easily generate 100 _____________________ In Israel and Hawaii, 

percent of their annual all new homes must have 
electricneeds." "Solar equipment is an investment asolarhotwatersystem, 

It's a misconception with a great payback. It lets said Chew. He'd like 
that New England to see the United States 
doesn't have enough people lock in a fixed cost for require this technology 
sunlight to make solar energy expenses.,, as a simple way to reduce 
systems energy effi- our dependence on 
cient, we have plenty imported fossil fuel. 
ofsunlight here, Fine Pete Fine, us Solar Works "AstheJewishcom-
said. munity, we ought to be 

Meeting 100 percent concerned about reducing 
of Chew's home electric and hot agree. our reliance on oil," said Fme, 
water needs, the photovoltaic and "People have more confidence whose company uses, as much as 
hot water systems have eliminated in these systems now that there's 

REGENCY 
PLAZA 

A lifes!Jle close to perfect. 

more product recognition. The 

A location close to everything. 

hn't it time you settled for more . 

Commt'rcial spat'.«! aim ••a1lablt". 

See SOLAR, facing page 

Providt'nrl'·• Prt'mll'r Addr?u for nn" Apa11mC"nt Home! LMftf 

(401) 861-0400 _,.'W,N'gt'n~vta,a.,·om 
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From Preceding Page 

po ible, solar products and equip
ment made in the United States. 
";\ luch of that oil comes from 
countries that don't upport or 
recognize Israel's right to exist." 

Architect Scharf reminds 
people who are looking to buy a 
house to con ider energy conser
vation factors, uch as minimal 
gla s exposure on the north side. 

"It amaze· me to encounter 
people who literally don't know 
where the1· are, which direction 
their ho~e faces or where the 
sun comes up in the morning. 
Nowadays, we can ill afford to be 
ignoran~" Scharf said. "There's 
nothing magical about taking 
advantage of natural sources of 
heacing and cooling; it's just basic 
good design. 

The Apeiron lnstitute's dem
onstration building which Scharf 
designed is a great source of 
infurmation. "We used as many 
recycled materials as we could," 
he said. 
"\ Ve used straw bale (remember 
the first little khaz.er from the fairy 
tale) construction for the walls, 
super high efficiency triple-glazed 
windows, and made the walls 
extra thick for added insulation 
value." 

TH.E NEXT GENERATION 

Gouse, president of New 
England Institute ofTechnology 
("New England Tech"), explained 
that the school's curriculum 
includes instruction in a broad 
array of green technology - heat
ing, plumbing, refrigeration, 
construction and architectural 
de.sign. 

In addition to educating stu
dent in these green technologies, 
• • e-, · England Tech is working to 
.athICVe "u.rbon neutrality." 

It, Roger W1Jliam, Univer ity 
.anJ the Univcrsirv of Rhode 
I I, nd ,re the , Ute hree colleges 
or urmi:r 1 ,es that have li;"ned 
the ",\mcncan Colle11;c & Univer-

• Presldcn ' ltm .. tc Comm1t
mcn•• le er, arcula ~d by Secr,nd 
' ' ,41 re 

Based 1n 8, 

SOLAR: Big payback on initial investment 

DEMOCRATIC POWER: A 15 KW photovoltaic system at Mark Weiner's Rhode Island home. 
Photo courtesy of Bob Chew 

Resource guide for going green 
BY NANCY KIRSCH 

nkirsch@jfri.org 

HERE IS A BRIEF resource 
guide for local homeown

ers who are interested in explor
ing solar building solutions. 

• The Apeiron Institute for 
Sustainable Living supports proj
ects and practices that advocate 
for environmentally friendly 
building and renewable energy. 
Contact: www.apeiron.org 

• The Database of State Incen
tives for Renewables & Efficiency 
has state-by-state incentives 
for renewable energy systems. 
Contact: www.dsireusa.org 

• Green Roundtable focuses on 
making green buildings and sus
tainable designs mainstream. Con-

tact: www.greenroundtable.org 
• National Association of Home 

Builders has information for con
sumers about building, financing, 
maintaining or remodeling your 
home. Contact: www.nhba.org 

• Northeast Sustainable Energy 
Association is an organization of 
professionals working in sustain
able energy and green technolo
gies in the Northeast It sponsors 
the 13th annual Green Buildings 
Open House on October 4. 
Some RI properties will be on the 
tour. Contact: www.nesea.org 

• U.S. Department of Energy 
has a wealth of energy saving 
tips, resources and links to other 
websites. Contact The Depart
ment of Energy: www.doe.gov or 
its Office of Energy Efficiency and 

RENOVATIONS 

ADDITIONS NEW HOMES 

POIC('IU:s :.: l>ffKS :.; Knnn:,s :•: II .\ I IIS 
:•: BUl.1 -1:-.S :•: 

Renewable Information Center. 
http:/ /wwwl.eere.energy. 

gov /informationcenter / 
• U.S. Green Building Council 

works to make green buildings 
available to everyone within a 
generation through its LEED cer
tification process. Contact: www. 
usbc.org. 
• Neighborhood and big box hard
ware/home improvement stores 
can be resources, as well. Staff at 
your favorite store may be able to 
answer all your questions. 
• Second Nature is an organization 
designed to help America's uni
versities achieve green campuses. 
Contact: www.secondnature.org 

Resources interviewed 
for this article: 

• New England Institute ofTech-

nology ("New England Tech") is a 
technical college offering two-year 
and four-year degrees. Contact: 
467-7744 or www.neit.edu 
• Paul Leonard Scharf, AIA, 
registered architect in MA and RI. 
Contact: 941-7962 or 
p.scharf@verizon.net 
• Earth Friendly Energy Group, Inc. 
includes a division, Solar Wrights, 
which installs solar, photovoltaic 
and wind power systems. Offices 
in Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York and 
Vermont. Contact: 396-9901 
or www.solarwrights.com 

• US Solar Works serves 
customers in Southeastern Mass. 
and the northern half of Rhode 
Island. Contact: ( 508) 226-8001 
or ussolarworks@gmail.com. 

ELISE PENN PANSEY 
The Pet Friendly Rea ltor 

DEDICATION ... 
,s a word that 1s both used and abused the days But I~ ant 

you to know that I really am dedicated to my cu tom r and to my 
proles ,on II a real e tale tran~acllon 1s in your futur . I t'< tal 
Then you can decide for yoursPII 1f your eally beliPve that I 

DEDICATED 

to servmq YOUI Call m~ tod yl 

Bull rn11rn Kry~to11 l11r. 

74 la I Ave 

ELISE PENN PANSEY 
Thi P11 Friendly lt11ltllf 

401.4SS.16ZS 
www.11i,.,.nnpa1&AJ.CMll 

401 .521 .9490 x22 
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Photo courtesy of Pete Fine 

A STATE-SUPPORTED 'MODERN POWER' INITIATIVE, including solar photovoltaic panels (above), are an opportunity for Rhode Island t o develop a distributed energy 
system, reducing dependence on foreign oil and reducing energy costs for homeowners. 

Modern power for Rhode Island 
In a time of Looming record high, S4.75 a gallon. hindered by the abject failure as much as $2 billion, to be paid electric capacity from renew-

With the granting of ational of electric utility restructuring. for by issuing state bonds. able sources, it's unclear how the 
deficits, let's make Grid's huge price increase, retail It has failed to lower electricity It's unclear whether it makes project will necessarily reduce the 

a smart investment 
eleetricity for the homeowner is costs, it has failed to create com- sense to have the state, rather region's dependence upon oil- and 
now about 20 cents a kilowatt/ petitive retail markets, and it has than private industry, involved coal-burning plants, as well as 

in our homes and hour. A gallon of gasoline may failed to support the full integra- in energy production - unless aging nuclear power plants. The 
still hovers at about S4 a gallon. tion renewable energy sources there is a genuine model for for-profit companies that now run 

communities Those who support expanded into our energy mix. It has also public power, rather than the large coal-fired and nuclear 
drilling for more oil are stuck in led to a foreign-owned com- Rhode Island cronyism. power plants have no intention 

BY RJCHARD AslNOF wrong century; they might as pany- National Grid - having a It's also unclear how high the of allowing their investments 
rasinoj@jfri.org well be calling for investments in virtual monopoly on the delivery actual price of the electricity to removed from the grid. To 

TIJEWISH more whaling ships to increase of electricity and natural gas generated by the proposed wind accomplish that, it will require 

community here in 
the yield of whale blubber. to residents of Rhode Island. farm will be, given the need for a further restructuring and 

Rhode Island has a 
What's needed is a common- further, more complete engineer- improved regulation of our utili ty 

pportunity to be 
sense proposal to make smart 

V IEWPOINT 
ing studies. A similar proposal system, something the ,vind farm 

investments in our homes and to build a wind farm was aban- by itself will not be able to do. 
a leader in promoting a new 

communities in Rhode Island. To cloned by the Long Island Power I belie,-,, there is a much 
energy future this New Year. 

free ourselves from the tyranny of Gov. Carcieri has proposed Authority because the actual marter way to in\'est the 
\Vith the sticker price of crude 

foreign oil, we need to be willing to create a quasi-public state price of the electricity produced S2 billion. \ Vhatl am call-
01I now having zoomed well 

to change not just our thinking - authority to develop a util- would have been too high. ing for is a new, d1Jlrihu1,d 
past $100 a barrel, it's time to 

but also our energy infrastructure. icy-scale wind farm to provide And, while the utility-scale systan of energy production: 
getseriousaboutcraftinganew 

Changes in Rhode l s land 's about 20 percent of the state's wind farm project has great 
energy future for Rhode Island. 

energy infrastructure have been energy needs. The cost of such promise to produce additional See DISTRIBUTED, Page 10 
Hating oil prices are at a a wind farm is estimated to be 
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Photo courtesy Bob Chew 

WITH ELECTRICITY costing more than 20 cents a kilowatt/hour, solar panels can offer big payback. 

DISTRIBUTED: Homeowners can control their energy choices 
From Preceeding Page 

call it "l\1odern Power." 

install three items: 

In the same manner in which 
wireles technology and broad
band communications have 
revolutionized the telephone and 
computer industries, modern 
f'O'"Cr will create a new infra
tructure for our homes, 

• a solar photovoltaic system 
capable of generating electricity to 
meet the needs of the household; 

• a solar panel system capable 
of providing the hot water needs 
of the household, with an electri
cal back-up powered by the solar 

would choose contractors through 
the use of a transparent procure
ment process. After an initial 
five-year period, the initiative 
would be evaluated, recom
mended improvements suggested, 
and, with the blessing of the R.I. 
General Assembly, continued for 

another five years. 
The initiative would 

underwrite the cost of 
installing each of these 

workpl..i.ces, schooh 
and communities. It 
w111 reduce our rcg1<or \ 
economic, social and 
cnvironmcnul vulncr
•h1htv. 

l c,·hc 

"In the same manner in which 
wireless technology and 

broadband communications have 
revolutionized the telephone 

and computer industries, 
modern power will create a 
new infrastructure for our 

homes, workplaces, schools and 
communities. It will reduce our 
region's economic, social and 
environmental vulnerability." 

systems, using zero 
interest loans, secured 
with a lien on the prop
erty. 

The cost of the system 
would not have to be 
repaid until the house is 
resold, creanng" revolv
ing fund. The full cost 
of the loan repayment 
would be tax deduct,blc. 

El1g1h1l,1y require 
mcnt, wr>uld be m,111 -
·•!scd 1hrnll,;h th< RhodL 
l IJnd I (nu '"1' ~nd 
[\.fnttg.tg<.: fl11.1n1 mg 
{_\,rpor,H1m1 

"" 111 111 II polt \ crv, 1 
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Rc.lltor s ince 1977 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 
Let YEARS of experience 

benefit YOU ! 

Exceptional Market Knowledge Multi-million Dollar Producer 

1,w.~!i:mw.1-jf!-
RESIOOIIW. BROOlWJE . . • • • Nb . . . . . . 

High-Rise Luxury Living 
Now Available in Providence 

Waterplace is now offering home 
ownership and leasing opportunities 

Luxury one, two, and three bedroom residences offering incredible riverfront 
views and a host of amenities in an amazing variety of unit types. Living at 
Waterplace, you are in the middle of rt all . Close to Providence Place Mall, Water 
Fire, the River Walk and Waterplace Park. It's a short walk to public transportahon 
and all that Providence has to offer. 

.ATER PLACE 
Call 401-421-1 007 

or visit us on the web at 
www.BestAddresslnProvidence.com 

200 Exchange Street, Providence, RI • Open M-F: 10-7 Sat 10-5, Sun: 12-5 

Managed by 1\ 1 J- IU ff\ 11\ l' '\ T \ I 

Providence - Downtown 
2 Bl'd. 2 bath condo. Graml 
SlamJess kitchen Gated prl

m11. Master " JaculZI 
~-10.000 
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Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Is land 

~ Prudential 
.J Gammons Realty 

Exceeding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

~ E-mail: carols 1949@gmail.com 
C 2005, .l.n in~riyowntd.md Op,Nal~ member of Pfl.NM'nti.11 Real Esm, Affiliates, Inc. 

Ptudential is, Sffl'icr mark of The Pru~rmal Insurance Company of America, Equal HousingOpponunity 

Fredda Korber 
Realtor® for 22 years 

259 County Road 
Barrington, RI 02806 
Direct: 40 I .457.1323 
Office: 401.245. 9600 
Fax: 40 I .245.9636 
fkorber@residentialproperties.com 

"When life says move ... 
I'll help you get there" 

Residential Properties Ltd. 
Have you visited the NEW residentialproperties.com? 

Solar energy installations 
Home energy improvements 

Slash Fuel Bills, Save Money, Choose Green Energy 

7 N. Main St. 
Attleboro, MA 02703 

508.226.8001 
pete@ustechnologyworks.com 

RF~tlC-
REMAX PREMIER 

( ,t<h C'ffifP r, in 4~nlfy owned and OJWrated 

Daniele OiChristopher 
401 -617-5031 

Serving Buyers and Sellers 
in Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

f(Offl 

Brian Marvell 
401 -30 1-22 1 

REAL ESTATE & HOME IMPROVEMENT 

ENERGY: A way to make housing more affordable in R.I. 
From Page 9 

given the large volume of systems 
to be installed, the actual price of 
a total system could be reduced by 
at least half, to about $25,000. 

Special grants would be pro
vided for low-income families 
through Rhode Island Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation, 
working with community devel
opment corporations, and the 
properties they have developed. 

The average home in Rhode 
Island uses about 500 kilowatt
hours of electricity each month, 
or 6,000 kilowatt-hours a year. 
Once the solar photovoltaic 
systems are installed on 100,000 · 
homes, they would be replacing 
the need to generate 6,000 mega
watts a year. Or, more accurately, 
it would be reducing peak capac
ity demand by 6,000 megawatts, 
creating savings of about $1.8 
billion a year in electricity costs, 
according to the formula devel
oped by the president ofISO
New England, which manages 
the electricity grid for the region. 

The average home in Rhode 
Island that uses an oil furnace for 
both forced hot water heat and 
hot water uses about 700 gallons a 
year, costing about $3,225 annu
ally. The solar hot water panels 
would cut the use of oil at least in 
half, resulting in savings of about 
Sl,612 per household. When 
those savings are multiplied by 
100,000 homes, the initiative 
will be creating Sl61 million in 
savings a year, and reducing the 

need for heating oil by 35 million 
gallons a year 

In coming years, as the impacts 
of global warming become more 
pronounced, the cost of potable 
water will become an increasingly 
expensive utility. The rainwater 
harvesting system, which would 
be powered by the photovoltaic 
panels, would create the potential 
for enormous conservation on the 
usage of potable water for outside 
gardening, conserving millions of 
gallons of potable water a year. A 
high percentage of water needed 
to be used for lawns and gardens 
(and car washing) would instead 
come from such a rainwater har
vesting system. 

By lowering the cost of utilities 
- heating and hot water, water, 
electricity- it would make home 
ownership more affordable. On 
average, the homeowner would be 
saving about Sl ,140 in electricity 
costs a year, $1,612 in oil costs, 
and S350 a year in water bills. 
Overall, for 100,000 homes, it 
would create savings ofS310 
million a year for Rhode Island 
families and consumers. 

The revolving fund would 
replenish the coffers on a con
tinual basis, extending participa
tion to more and more homes, 
without the need for major new 
investments. 

Modern Power will not solve 
all of Rhode Island's economic 
woes. But it has the potential to 
accomplish much. It can: 

• reduce individual homeown-

er's costs by more than S3,100 a 
year. 

• generate Sl.8 billion in 
electricity cost savings a year in 
New England, according to ISO
New England, by reducing peak 
capacity, and cutting the price of 
electricity 

• create thousands of new, 
skilled, high-paying jobs. and the 
opportunity for Rhode Island 
to become a hub of renewable 
energy systems development 

• reduce our consumption of 
potable water and increase con
servation of our water resources. 

Let's put together a pilot project 
in five Rhode Island commu
nities: Providence, Newport, 
Warwick, Woonsocket and 
Pawtucket. Choose 100 homes in 
each community, at a total cost of 
S5 million. Test it out, work out 
any kinks, evaluate it, and then, 
based on the results, roll it out 
statewide. 

In a time of huge budget 
deficits in Rhode Island, Modern 
Power is exactly the kind of 
smart investment that makes 
sense - investing in our homes 
and communities, making homes 
more affordable, and creating 
thousands of new jobs in sustain
able industries. 

Richard Asinof is the Exero
tive Editor of7he Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 7he opinwm expressed in 
this artide are his own personal 
views. 

Heating & Air Conditioning Specialists 
PROVIDENCE, RI 

401-351-7600 
1-800-244-1252 

- \4421 
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Photo by Dave Schwartz 

A fall treasure, the beautiful Japanese red maple tree. 

MULCH: Leaves from the trees are a gardener's black gold 
From Page 11 

best way to go, but fertilizers are 
most effective when the pH is 
right. Turf grasses prefer a soil 
pH of 6.2 to 7.0. A soil test will 
cell you if you need lime and how 
much to put down. It also tells 
you what other nutrients your 
lawn might need. 

Ir is important to keep mower 
blades good and sharp. Grass 
blades are particularly vulnerable 
to fungus diseases when they are 

shredded by dull mower blades. 
Plant or transplant evergreens 

and perennials. The cooler 
temperatures and decreased 
production of foliage or flowers 
means less stress on any plants 
that need to be moved or placed 
in the garden. Ir is important 
to water any transplant right up 
until frost. 

The closing act. The final 
pre-winter task is to clean up 
your garden tools. Wipe off the 
dirt. Coat them with a little oil. 

If the wooden handles of your 
tools are looking dry, wipe on a 
little linseed oil. This definitely 
prolongs the life of the wood. 
Now put them away. 

Now, take a long look at the 
tidy, winter-ready garden and 
relax. Your job is done until 
spring. 

Cheryl Cadwell can be reached at 
ccadwe/lJ@cox.net. 

Transporting your car? 
You should have 
called American! 

• Fast • Reliable 
• Safe • Convenient 
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Edible Arrangements· 
What a delicious idea! 

ARRANGE.ME.NTS 

To order. plc..,sc caU or v is1L: 

r--Save s3 . 
l O n your order when ! 
i you menc1on dus ad~ l 
! ~'!:.~~:..::;:..~ ! 
: ,.,_offon otfa,,..Jl-1• I 

! .-1 ~:~:i=- ! ! _____ ........ JIUV.~""19 ____ ! 

Providence • 755 Westminster SL 401 -33 1-2390 
Warren • Turner Sr. 401 -289-2089 

South Attleboro - 679 Washington S1 (Rt I) 508-399-<i 111 (COMlNG SOON) 

www.ediblearrangemcnts.com 

The Perfed Home ... 
The Perf ed House 

Our objective at SENIOR TRANSITION is to help seniors find 

the perfect home and coordinate tbe details for a picture perfect 
move into their new home. 

We specialize in helping seniors find and relocate to a home that 
is ideal for their lifestyle - be it a smaller home, apartment. 
condominium or an assisted Living residence. 

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: 
> A Personal Needs Assessment 

- A caring and meaniugful di cussion 10 determine whit 
1ype of home will be best 

> Relocation Services 
Housing selection recommcodauons and , JtC 1~11> to 
find the new home that meets the dknt's profik 

- ss, tarice m findmg e scheduling the mo, er for mon~ 111 .ti, 
- Downsinng ad11c( and a ,11unce 
- Ctrcful pKlung. unpackm)l and placement of pt't'OOJ.I 11 m, 

Follow·up to malt ure the '<111 r ,, n mfo!Ut>le 1'1tb L'1 ir 

new home ,md urro11nd111..~, 

, 
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Whether you're saying 
"Shalom" 

or 
"Shalom;' 

we can help! 

Barrington 401.245.9600 
Cumberland 401.333.9333 
East Greenwich 401.885.8400 

sident· 

PROP 
LTD 

Narragansett 
Newport 
Providence 

401.783.2474 
401.848.211 1 
401 .274.6740 


