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NATIONAL HEAD START 
President Ron Herndon 
makes an impassioned plea 
at the R.I. Statehouse. 

Voices rise 
• up against 

budget cuts 
Mothers, children, 

should not be on the 
chopping block, RI 

Kids Counts 
Burke says 
BYMARYKORR 

mkorr@j.fri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The 
symbols were stark in their 
simplicity at a Head Start rally 
April 10 at the Statehouse: 
400 small chairs, scratched 
and worn, for the 400 Head 
Start slots the proposed 
state budget would chop. 

Tots with paper dolls on 
popsicle sticks marched. "Save 

See VOICES, Page 9 

Kristof: Keep 
pressure 
on Darfur 

Columnist lauds 
students for activism 

BvMARvKo RR 

mkorr@j.fri.org 

AGAINAND 
again, D arfur 
draws Nicholas 
D. Kristofback. 

"I can't get these people 
out of my mind," he says in 
an interview April 2 before 
the H uman Rights Film 
Festival at Brown, where 
he was keynote speaker. 

See KRISTOF, Page 8 

New home 
for Hillel 

at URI 
Fain family donates 
$1 million in honor 
of Norman M Fain 

Bv R1cHARD As1NOF 

rasinoj@jrft.org 

KINGSTON - "The Jewish 
connection continues," said 
Amy Olson, executive direc
tor of Hillel at the University 

See HILLEL, Page 10 

AUTHOR MARK BINDER'S new work, "The Council of Wise Women," 
will debut as part of a new book page being introduced May 2 in 
The Voice & Herald. Excerpts will appear both in the printed version 
of The Voice & Herald and on our web site, JVHRl.org. 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER huddle together in Darfur. 

Transitions 
atJCDS 

Changes in leadership 
to bring new head of 

school, board president 
B Y RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - The Jewish 
Community Day School 
announced April 11 the planned 
departure of Head of School 
Dani Steiner as well as cur-
rent board President Alan 
Harlam, transitions that caught 
many parents by surprise. 

Two meetings were held with 
parents April 14 and April 15 to 
discuss these changes and answer 
questions. (See "JCDS meets 
with parents to discuss head of 
school's departure," Page 15.) 

See JCDS, Page 14 

S1 MILLION GIFT FOR HILLEL. From left: URI Hillel's Executive Director Amy Olson, Jonathan and 
Rosalie Fain, Barbara Sokoloff, president of of URI Hillel's Board of Directors, and URI President 
Robert L. Carothers at the presentation of the Fain family's S1 million grant to Hillel. 

In Chelm, no 
question is too 
foolish to ask 

Bv M ARK BINDER 

Special To The Voice & Herald 

ABRA H AM and Adam 
are identical twins 
- born in the vi llage of 

C helm and confused from birth 
So, when did Abraham and 

Adam Schlemiel begin to 
realize that they weren't the 
same person in two identi-

cal bodies? On the surface it 
seems like a foolish question 
(although in Chelm no ques
tion is considered too foolish 
to be asked), but from the time 
of their birth the twins them
selves hadn't been too sure. 

They were identical in every 
way. Their eyes, t heir lips, their 
ears, even the moles on their 
left elbows were in exactly 
the same place. They ate the 

Reprinted from The Brothers Schlemiel, 
© 2008, by Mark Binder, published 
by 'lhe Jewish Publication Society with 
perm1Jsion of the publisher. 

same food, wore interchange
able clothes, and slept in the 
same crib because the moment 
their father tried to separate 
them they began to scream. 

Not even their mother could 
tell them apart. When they 
were babies, she tried to keep 
Abraham on the left and Adam 
on the right. 

That might have worked, 
except Rebecca Schlemiel had 
an impossible time telling right 
from left. She'd set them down, 
turn around for a mon1ent1 

See QUESTION, Page 27 
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Jews inject Darfur into Olympic torch protest 
]CPA urges Bush 
to boycott Olympic 
opening ceremonies 

Bv D AN PINE 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) -
Tibet was on the minds and 
signs of most of the thousands 
of demonstrators who turned 
out to protest Chinese human 
rights abuses as the Olympic 
torch passed through San 
Francisco on its way to Beijing. 

But for about 100 green
shirted activists, including several 
Jewish luminaries, it was an 
opportunity for the Save D arfur 
Coalition to speak out agai nst 
C hina's complicity in the ongo
ing mass killings in Sudan. 

Among 

President Bush to boycott the 
opening ceremonies scheduled for 
Aug. 8. "The legacy and intent of 
the Olympic games is to pro
mote peace and national pride 
through friendly athletic competi
tion," said JCPA's chair Andrea 
Weinstein. "In the spirit of the 
Olympics, China's close relation
ship with Sudanese President Al 
Bashir puts it in a unique posi
tion to help end the genocide in 
Darfur. 

C OMPLICIT 

Messinger said China is com
plicit in the ongoing slaughter 
because it is the biggest supplier 
of munitions to the Sudanese 
government and buys most of its 
imported oil from Sudan. 

Agents of the Sudanese govern
ment are responsible for the death 
and displacement of millions of 

those in the 
crowd April "China has become an 

D arfuris, 
she said. 

9 with some- enabler of this genocide." 
thing to say 

"China 
has 
become 
an enabler 
of this 
genocide," 

about D arfur 
were novel
ist M ichael 
C habon and 

Ruth Messinger 

4 
• 

Ruth M essinger, the president 
of the New York-based A meri
can Jewish World Service. 

"It's extraordinary that all 
the groups that have concerns 
about the human rights policies 
of China are together in a city 
with a great tradition of protest 
to bring the message," M essinger 
said. "You can't have an Olym
pics in a country that violates 
human rights of people all over 
the world unless you tell that 
country to change its policies." 

In New York, the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs urged 

Charting a Course 

for liweslors 

ill the Micro-Cap 

Stock l'vfarket 

Messinger added. 
For four years, Messinger's 

organization has supported mul
tiple projects in D arfur and Chad, 
from health clinics to maternity 
labs to rape counselors. 

With their banners and bal
loons the D arfur protesters 
- including about a dozen Darfuri 
refugees - made their way to 
Embarcadero Plaza, just north of 
Market Street, to join hundreds 
of chanting pro-Tibet protesters 
lining police barricades along the 
torch route. 

Film actress Maria Bello ("A 

The members of Eliot•Rose Asset 

Management wish our friends 

and clients a Happy Passover 

~ 
ELIOT·ROSE 
A SS ET MANAGEMENT 

Gary S. Sipe rstein President www.e liotrose.com 

To learn mo re abo ut how we can help you achieve 
yo ur inves tme nt goa ls, ca ll us at 40 1. 588. 5102. 

History of Violence") stood with 
them. She became active in the 
Darfur movement because of her 
Holocaust education in college. 

"I became obsessed with the 
idea of genocide and how people 
could let this happen," she said. 
"I felt from then on we were all 
complicit in World War II, and 
now we're complicit in genocide 
in Darfur by not speaking up. It's 
my duty as a human being to do 

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES 

For Greater 
Rhode Island 

April 18 Passover 7:10 

April 19 Passover 8:16 

April20 Passover 8:17 

April 25 Passover 7:18 

April26 Passover 8:24 

May2 7:26 

so." 

Rabbi Lee Bycel, the executive 
director of the Western region 
of AJWS, has been active in the 
Darfur movement for years and 
frequently travels to the region. 
He marked two of the past three 
Yorn Kippur holidays in Chad 
refugee camps. 

me and says 'we love the Jewish 
people,"' said Bycel, referring to 
the Muslims of north-central 
Africa. "People in a refugee camp 
see a white face, and then they 
know the world cares." 

Chabon, a Berkeley novelist, 
says he has long been an ardent 
admirer of both the Olympic 
Games and C hinese culture. But 
he couldn't give China a pass on 
its abuses. 

"I always tell people I meet 
there that I work with a Jewish 
organization, and everyone hugs 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"We use the word genocide for what is 
happening in Darfur, we are good at 

supplying relief aid, but five years 
into the genocide it feels so incredibly inadequate." 

Nicholas Kristof 
SEE Page 1 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Large family seders at a rented hall 

with the Gilstein family. 

SEE Page26 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

Temple Beth-El in Fall River 

celebrates its 80th anniversary 
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Daniel's Gourmet Kosher Catering has new owners 
Chef Rose Forrest will take re,::::,,..,. _ __, _________ ~~- a Terezi, her business partner, has 

over the business in 'u/,, ~ A . ~ I E I!.. ~ strong b~ckgr~und in_ market: J, 'J mg, and will assist her m definmg 
new opportunities in the market-

BY RICHARD A SINOF ------------------ place to grow the business. 
rasinoj@jfri.org ,,_ _ __ GOURMET KOSH ER CATER IN G IN C According to Forrest, she expects TH E NAME IS STAYING to expand the menu, do Shabbat 

the same, but Daniel's Gour- menus for families, creating more of 
met Kosher Catering has new a family-oriented business. She also 
owners: Chef Rose Forrest says she is planning to do cooking 

and her business partner, Idan Terezi, classes with young women and young 
who will officially take over the catering men, based upon her experiences of 
business around the first week in July. teaching similar classes at Brown. 

Daniel "Dani" Alon will be going S.~,~~~~~~ Her plans include a modernization of 
back to Israel, where he intends to work the menu, according to Forrest, which 
with one of the best-known cater- will include "healthier options, more 
ers in Tel Aviv, with plans to open his rft-;t~r-;;:aJIII~~ locally grown produce, more organic 
own catering business in Ashkelon. vegetables." In addition, Forrest plans 

For Alon, it was important to leave to redo the web site, and to expand the 
his catering business, which he estab- reach of the catering business into parts 
lished in 2002, in very good hands. "I of Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
had three different offers to buy the The focus on a more family-ori-
business, but I chose Rose, because I --~ . .-... ..:- ented business, according to Forrest, is 

}EWlSH ENTREPRENEURS 

feel very comfortable with her con
tinuing my catering business," D aniel 
said. "I know her style, she is a great 
chef with good taste, and she is very 
experienced with kosher cooking." 

According to Alon, Forrest 
has often worked with him in his 
kitchen over the last few years. 

Forrest , who worked for five years as 
rhe catering chef at Brown University 
and currently serves as the regional 
supervisor for Aramark, says that she 
will be keeping much of the same 
menu, working out of the same loca
tion on Camp Street in Providence. The 
phone number will remain the same 

CHEF DANI ALON plans to return to 
Israel and set up a catering business 
there. 

NEW OWNER CHEF ROSE FORREST 
wants to build upon Alon's great 
re lationship in the community. 

" I think Dani has established a great relationship 
with the community; I plan tp build upon that." 

Chef Rose Forrest 

(401-726-0197), but Forrest plans to 
add a 1-800 number. "I think Dani has 

established a great relationship with the 
community; I plan to build on that." 

driven in part by marketing research. 
"Today, because everyone's very busy, 
it's easier to have a great kosher meal 
dropped off, so there fs more time to 
spend with your family," she said. 

The hekshering of the catering 
business will continue to be under 
the strict supervision of the Vaad 
H akashruth of Rhode Island, with a 
mashgiach tmidi present at all times. 

D aniel said he is not disappearing 
from the catering scene; he said he 
expects to work with Rose in the future. 
"If someone wants to have a celebra
tion in Israel, a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, 
I can help put together a package 
deal," he said. Already, Daniel said he 
has two functions booked already. 

Model Seder in Warwick 

CANTORSTEVENW. 
DRESS of Temple Israel in 
Sharon, Mass., led the 25th 

annual Community "Model" Seder, 
April 11, at Temple Torat Yisrael 

More than 130 seniors were invited, 
as well as Cranston residents and 
temple members. Also attending were 
associates of the Jewish Community 

7b, JEWISH V OICE & lIERAID 

130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906 
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Center, Jewish Family Services, Fog
arty Housing, the Association for 
Retarded Citizens and the Eleanor 
Slater Hospital, each of whom brought 
a contingent of their membership. 

The program was held under the 
leadership of Ronda French, director of 
the Meal Sight Kosher Lunch Program. • Photos by Frank Belsky 

MORE THAN 100 ATTENDED the community model seder, where they were 
served a wonderful meal, including matzah ball soup. 
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FROM THE 

ExECUTIVE EDITOR 

Anew kind of 
book dub 

BY RICHARD AsINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

I N OUR MAY 2'' edition, 1be 
Voice & Herald will be launch
ing an exciting new book page. 

It will feature an excerpt from local 
Jewish author Mark Binder's brand 
new work in progress, a series of 
stories, "The Sisterhood Council." 

The excerpt will also be published 
simultaneously on our newly rede
signed web site, JVHRI.org, where 
it will be updated every week with a 
new, adventurous chapter. The work 
is "unfinished"; Binder will be send
ing us new chapters each week, in the 
best tradition of Charles Dickens. 

In the May 18'' edition, we will 
publish an excerpt from the upcoming 
novel by 1be Voice & Herald columnist 
John Clayton; it will be also published 
simultaneously on our web site. 

And, in the May 30"' edition, we are 
pla;.,ning to publish an excerpt from the 
upcoming novel by local Jewish novelist 
and screenwriter, Jon Land; it, too, will 
be available on our web site. 

The book pages will also contain an 
up-to-date calendar of book readings 
and signings, as well as book reviews 
and interviews. 

There are some who have asked why, 
in the midst of deepening recession, at 
a time when the newspaper industry 
continues to hemorrhage circulation 
and advertising income, would we want 
to commit resources to a book page, 
when the current trend seems to be 
against reading? 

The answers are straightforward: 
by publishing excerpts from Jewish 
authors both in print and on the web, 
it creates an exciting dynamic that will 
drive readers back and forth between 
the web site and the newspaper. 

It provides 1be Voice & Herald with 
the ongoing opportunity to feature the 
work oflocalJewish authors, which 
will certainly grow to include a diverse 
variety of many different authors and 
voices. 

It creates additional opportunities for 
the newspaper to capture new sources 
of advertising revenue, l:ioth in the 
print edition and on the web site. 

Most importantly, it provides a 
distinctive way to enable our Jewish 
community to interact and engage 
in dialogue and conversation, which 
strengthens our connections to each 
other. 

So far, there have been very favor
able responses - by both advertisers 
and readers - to the improvements and 
changes in 1be Voice & Herald during 
the last five months. 

How will the saga of the book pages 
turn out? I don't know for sure, but I'm 
optimistic. The new book page will be 
an iterative journey, much like the new 
stories of Mark Binder. 

So, consider this an official invita
tion to join our new Jewish book club 
at 1be Voice & Herald. And, if you want 
to support its success, please consider 
becoming a Voice & Herald patron and 
make a generous donation, using the 
envelope inserted in this week's edition. 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

Only in Israel - music hath charms 
0 F THE CELEBRATORY writ- a similar military relic, we formed the of field glasses to report on what, if any-

ings heralding the 60th birthday first Israeli artillery unit ever to appear in thing, we hit. Recalling my days as a B-17 
of the State oflsrael, there has northern Israel. There was, of course, no radio operator, I volunteered for the task 

been no end. Cover stories in 1he Atlantic ammunition available for our antediluvian and went down into the kibbutz trenches 
and 1he Economist, to name but two hardware, a problem that didn't seem to to begin my new military career. 
widely read magazines; special anniver- concern anyone. On my very first night, trying to get 
sary sections in every Jewish newspaper, We arrived at our destination together some sleep in the trench, I felt someone 

long articles in the press with the dawn, and were instructed to walking over me and awoke to find that 
'Ind extensive coverage dig foxholes for protection against the every third person in the trench was being 
on TV and radio, and Syrian artillery (updated by one World called back into the kibbutz. An hour or 
endless comment on the War) posted on the Golan Heights. The so later they returned and the person to 
significance of it all. rocky soil was impervious to our shovels, their left went. One more hour passed 

By your leave, this so what passed for foxholes might have, before they returned and the final third, 
observer will not join the under the most dire of circumstances, including your well-chilled observer, 
host of historians who been suitable as miceholes. But there was crept back along the trench to a small 
have detailed --------------------------underground circular dugout 
the facts of from where no light shown to 
1948; the bat- "Fresh off the boat from New York and advertise its presence to any Yehuda 

Lev des won and light years removed from the Cornell Syrian observer equipped with 
lost, the roster field glasses. 

of casualties and the decisions campus where I had been recruited to Inside the dugout, seated on 

that made Israel's survival serve in the Haganah ... " an earthen bench lit by a single 
possible. As one of the few __________________________ candle, was a young woman 
still present who participated soldier and placed before her was 
in Israel's first years, albeit in a ammunition that was prepared during a wind-up phonograph and a box 
very minor role, I prefer to remember an the night in the workshops of Ayelet of 78 rpm shellac records. I hardly needed 
incident that has not, to my knowledge, H ashachar, the kibbutz we were to defend to hear its first four hushed notes to real-
appeared in any of the history books. against Syrian attack. ize that I was listening to the Beethoven 

Fresh off the boat from New York and We were assigned our duties. Since my Violin Concerto, courtesy oflsrael's ver-
light years removed from the Cornell American Air Force training had been as sion of the USO. 
campus where I had been recruited to a radio operator on a B-17, I had no skills Sixty years later, my ears have shut 
serve in the Haganah, I spent a week as an artilleryman, and I was assigned down and l can no longer listen to music, 
in a military camp taken over from the to a task for which it is very difficult to but I still hear in memory soloist Zino 
departed British before I was assigned obtain life insurance, carrying the live Francescatti and the Columbia Symphony 
to a combat unit and placed on a truck, ammunition from its location well in our Orchestra. All these years later, my reac-
with perhaps 20 other English-speaking rear to the guns themselves. Two nervous tion is unchanged. Then I wept unasham-
volunteers bound for the Eastern Galilee. days of this followed and then suddenly edly. Now my eyes mist up even as I write 
On our way we picked up an artillery everything changed. these words. 
piece which only later did I learn had We had no way of effectively determin- Yehuda Lev can be reached at yehudal@ 
been taken off a World War I memo- ing how accurate our shelling was and cox.net. 
rial in Haifa. Together with a second it was decided to send one of us into the 
truckload of so-called Anglo-Saxons and front trenches with a telephone and a pair 

Response from a self-proclaimed 'tree-hugger' 
BY SAM ANDORSKY, M.D. 
Special to 1he Voice & H erald 

IH AVE NEVER written 
a letter to an editor before, 
and I no longer live in 

Providence, but Debbie Spiv
ak's recent letter was so absurd 
I felt an overwhelming need 
to say something. (If it came 
a week later, I would have 
assumed it was a Purim spoof.) 
In her letter, she implies 
large Orthodox families are 
putting us and our environ
ment at "peril" by adding 
to overpopulation. She also 
throws in the jibe that they 
"flaunt responsible parenting." 

I am not Orthodox (but 
could be labeled traditional 
Conservative) and my wife and 
I do not anticipate having more 
than three children. Further, I 
happen to be a staunch envi
ronmentalist (recycle, compost, 
used flushable diapers for our 
son, light our house only with 
CFUs, get electricity from a 
wind farm, getting an energy 
audit performed on our house, 
and of course carpool in our 
Prius.) Even with that back
ground as a non-Orthodox 

"tree-hugger", I was both 
offended by her diatribe against 
large Orthodox families 

Panda bears in China to rise to 
the challenge and stop procreat
ing. And while we're on China, 

and shocked at 
her ignorance of 
environmental 

if China is the most 
VIEWPOINT densely populated 

and smog-ridden 
issues,Jewish---------------- country, 

we don't 
blame 
the 
Amish 
family 
oflO in 
Penn
sylvania 
riding 
their 
horse-

survival/ 
continuity 
issues, and 
the interplay 
between the 
two. 

While 
Spivak is cor
rect that we 
are all inter
connected 

"It's not a wise idea for 
the small group of people 
in this world who actually 
care about overpopulation 
to take themselves out of 

the gene pool." 

on this planet and every one 
of our actions has an impact, 
she does not seem to grasp 
the concept oflocal vs. global 
environmental issues. For 
example, water conservation, 
while always important, is far 
more crucial in the Negev then 
it is in Maine. Likewise, in 
terms of overpopulation, if we 
were to say the world is overrun 
with animals and it turns out 
the main problem is a densely 
deer-populated area of wood
land, we do not expect the few 

drawn buggy. 
I hope Spivak is aware of the 

impact the Holocaust had on 
Jewish population numbers in 
the world as well as the current 
worrisome demographic trends 
of our people's numbers dimin
ishing. With Jews making up 
a fraction of one percent of the 
world population, I hardly think 
the Jewish community, let alone 
the smaller Orthodox subset 
(and let alone four families in 
Providence) is to blame. 

The fact that om small sliver 

of the population contributes 
disproportionately to science, 
medicine, law, business, enter
tainment (and of course, Nobel 
Prizes) would indicate that our 
tiny group probably shouldn't be 
the ·one to voluntarily self-con
tract. 

Her letter does at least indi
rectly illustrate a classic paradox 
in environmental thinking. Take 
the following three statements: 
1) the world's population is 
stretching our resources; 2) we 
should slow down population 
growth; 3) we should alter the 
way we live and develop better 
technologies so that however 
many people there are on earth 
have a minimal impact. The 
paradox lies in that the people 
who best recognize these three 
basic facts and are sensitive to 
the plight of our environment 
are the ones who want to "do 
their part" and limit the number 
of children they have. Mean
while, those people who couldn' 
care less about the environment 
procreate at will. This situa-
tion would deplete an essential 
resource in a few generations: 

See HUGGER, Facing Page 
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FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

A diversity of egalitarian thoughts on Passover 
PASSOVER LOOMS. 

The dishes and pots and 
glasses and utensils have 

been schlepped from storage to 
cabinet, replacing their everyday 
equivalents which were simulta
neously schlepped from cabinet to 
storage until the holiday is over 
and we can eat bagels again. 

So, it's time to ask (yet again) 
what the holiday, the holy day, 
is all about. It has some unusual 

Josh 
Stein 

rules; what 
is kosher 
this week 
won't be next 
week. On 
the other 
hand, things 
permit-
ted during 
Passover 
can be done 
anytime 

(except for the slouching. My 
mother never let me slouch at 
meals. "Reclining, Mom," I 
said to her, "I'm reclining, not 
slouching." It did me no good.) 

To the rabbis of antiquity 
telling the story of the Exodus 
speaks of the miracles of God 

BY THE TIME this issue 
goes to press, my daughter, 
my oldest child, will have 

reached the age of Bat Mitzvah. I 
would never, of course, steal from 
the speech she is preparing to 

Alan 
Krinsky 

mark our celebra-
tion of this event. 
But perhaps I 
will borrow from 
the remarks I 
plan to make. 
(Though I will 
leave out of print 
the childhood 
anecdotes I will 
tell and which 
will, no doubt, 
embarrass her in 

front of relatives and friends!) 
My daughter was born on the 

eleventh of Nissan, only days 
before the onset of the Passover 
holiday and the seders. And so my 
thoughts turn to transitions: the 
emergence of the children oflsrael 
from slavery to freedom, and the 
emancipation of my daughter 
from childhood into adulthood. 

The puzzle, in both cases, is 
that the movement is described as 
one towards or into freedom, yet 
the condition of freedom, whether 
for nation or individual, is one of 
increased obligations. How is it 
possible that we become freer as 
we incur greater obligations? 

One solution to the puzzle is 
that total freedom is not freedom 
at all. That is, when we have no 
restrictions or obligations upon 

in the liberation of his people. 
More modern, nearly contempo
rary secular Jews saw the story 
as one of liberation only. The 
miracles? Well, maybe. But the 
Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto who 
chose Passover in 1943 to make 
their last stand, were not expect
ing a miracle; they were hoping 
for nothing more than that a 
few might escape while the rest 
died with at least a remnant of 
dignity. 

To me Passover is, or 

placed on it; as we drink the 
final intoxicating drop from the 
fourth cup of wine; as we open 
the door for Elijah to join our 
celebrations, scant attention will 
be paid to what is in the dark, 
beyond that door. Two weeks 
ago the newspapers reported 
that 80,000 American jobs 
had been lost in the month of 
March, the most in five years, 
the third straight month of 

Thai workers in the fields. Sic 
transit gloria Zion. Does the Jew 
oflsrael no longer believe in the 
nobility oflabor? 

Is the Jew oflsrael interested 
only in the bottom line? 

Has Thatcherism and Rea
ganism spread so far? 

It seems the sad truth. Of 
whom do Americans who send 
jobs to China or exploit cheap 
labor here think when they point 

ought to be, the Jewish 
equivalent of the first 
Monday in September 
or May first. It's Jewish 
Labor Day, a celebra
tion of the triumph of 

"It's Jewish Labor Day, a 
celebration of the triumph of 
the downtrodden worker." 

to the matzah and pro
nounce, "This is the bread of 
affliction? We were slaves in 
Egypt ... " 

When we invite people 
to our table, ''Ali who are 
hungry come and eat," we 
offer matzah, the bread 
of affliction, the bread of the downtrodden worker. 

Oppressed beyond endur-
ance, our ancestors overcame 
to become the role models to 
Negro slaves in the antebel-
lum South. Both communities, 
Hebrews and Africans, were 
exploited labor, both sought 
relief from God or man, who
ever arrived first. 

But while our table groans 
under the weight of the food 

losses. Some, I suppose, may be 
replaced by those whose labor 
can be purchased at sub-stan
dard wages. 

In Israel there is a kibbutz near 
Eilat which may reflect current 
practices. The well-educated 
Israelis work up north in busi
ness, and give their net salary 
to the kibbutz which then uses 
the money in part to employ 

NOT ALONE 

poverty. It's what we eat as well 
so that there is no difference 
between what we serve ourselves 
and those in want. We are all 
equal on Passover, the rich the 
poor, all of us are descended 
from slaves eating the food of 
slaves on the threshold of liberty. 

If we are to think of Passover 
as though we were in fact slaves, 
as the Haggadah enjoins, then it's 

Freedom and obligation: Choices for life 
ourselves, we enter into a state of 
chaos. 

Imagine, for example, if chess 
had no rules. Or, baseball. If no 
particular move or play was right 
or wrong, if we made up the rules 
as we played. Perhaps one could 
argue that this is freedom, but it 
is also anarchy, and the contests 
would become meaningless as 
games of chess or baseball. 

In the end, the condition of 
total freedom is one in which we 
become enslaved to our whims or 
desires or appetites. 

Freedom, or at least productive 
freedom, is only possible within 
a framework, a context that gives 
our choices and our lives meaning. 

Increasingly, I have come to 
view our purpose in this world, 
whether as individuals or as com
munities, as striving to realize 

perhaps we can understand a 
thing or two about the two events 
on my mind, the exodus from 
Egypt and my daughter's coming 
of age. 

Both events, after all, are move
ments towards obligations. The 
children oflsrael traveled to Sinai 
where they received the Torah 
and its 613 mitzvot. Likewise, the 
Bat or Bar Mitzvah - literally the 
daughter or the son.of the Mitz
vah - becomes newly responsible 
for the mitzvot of the Torah. Just 
as the Torah was necessary for 
the new nation oflsrael to help 
us realize our potential, so does it 
provide a foundation for the new 
Jewish adult. 

The Torah invites us to choose 
life. This freedom to choose life 

is not truly within the grasp of a 
child, who is seemingly free. This 
crucial choice is only available 
to the individual who reaches 
the age of maturity and becomes 
obligated in mitzvot. 

Yet, I believe, there is a second, 
critical insight to be found here. 
We tend, especially in the Ameri
can context, to think of freedom 
as a fundamentally individual 
endeavor. However, the giving 
and receiving of the Torah at 
Sinai was done with the entire 
people. Perhaps we can learn from 
this that freedom and obligation 
are dimensions of communal life 
as well as individual life. 

With this in mind, perhaps we 
then ought to understand that the 
movement towards freedom and 

obvious that Passover is the story 
of the redemption of oppressed 
labor. Their burden was heavy, 
their lives miserable, like the 
sweatshop workers so many of 
our grandparents were at the 
turn of the previous century. 

At our house we read excerpts 
of the original text of Exodus 
(something the rabbis apparently 
thought unnecessary or distract
ing, as they didn't include that 
in the service) and we sing of 
liberation, "We Shall Over
come," and "Solidarity Forever" 
Always, we conclude by singing 
the song of modern liberation, 
"Hatikvah", to me the hope not 
only of Zionists to recreate a 
Jewish homeland, but the hope 
that Jews will not forget that 
from which we emerged, an 
oppressed people yearning to be 
free, the tired, the poor of the 
age of miracles then, of the post
Holocaust world now. It was as 
workers of the field that Jews re
created Israel. Now that's work 
for foreigners? 

Josh Stein can be reached at 
jstein@rwu.edu. 

the opportunity to fulfill one's 
potential on the part of the Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah is in an important 
sense a communal event. Not only 
or even primarily the celebration, 
but the entire web of relation
ships and mutual obligations and 
support. 

As we celebrate our liberation 
this Passover and as my family 
celebrates my daughter's becom
ing a Bat Mitzvah, we can 
contemplate and elaborate upon 
our obligations - to ourselves, to 
others, to the community, and 
I would say to God - and how 
these obligations actually enrich 
our freedom and help us chase 
after our potentials. 

Alan Krimky can be contacted 
at adkrinsky@netzerocom 

our potentials. (There are sources 
within Judaism to support such 

HUGGER: on population and the environment 
a notion, that we will be judged 
not in comparison to others but 
according to what we were capable 
of doing, but I will leave this for 
another discussion.) If we are to 
attempt to fulfill our potentials, 
whatever they may be, we require 
the opportunities or the freedom 
to do so. These would include 
such necessities as nourishment 
and physical safety, but also edu
cation and other sorts of guidance. 

One way to look at the mitzvot 
of Judaism is as a framework or a 
structure for helping us to fulfill 
our potentials. And, in this light, 

From Previous Page 

that of concerned citizens. In 
other words, it's not a wise idea 
for the small group of people 
in this world who actually care 
about overpopulation to take 
themselves out of the gene 
pool. Those are just the sort of 
people we need. Who else will 
help clean up our planet in the 
next generation? 

Environmentalists should 
have and raise more envi
ronmentalist kids. And Jews 
should have and raise more 

Jewish kids. Ideally, raising 
a child as a Jew would imply 
he or she was being raised to 
care for the environment. The 
lessons of Baal Tashchit (not 
wasting/conserving resources) 
are entrenched deeply in our 
tradition. 

Even if the Kolle! families 
are not hard-core "tree hug
gers" - I would posit that: 
1) raising morally sensitive 
children with Jewish values 
who are not caught up in the 
hyper-materialism of the rest of 

our country is a good thing (as 
opposed to the "irresponsible 
parenting" Spivak sees through 
some warped lens), and 2) if 
you actually do a socio-envi
ronmental analysis of a typical 
Orthodox family you will 
probably come to the conclu
sion that they have a much 
smaller "carbon footprint" than 
others. 

Dr. Andorsky is a 2005 gradu
ate ofBrown Medical School. 
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The income gap between rich and poor widens in Rhode Island 
What does it mean 

for our] ewish 
obligation to uplift 

the poor 
BvlR1sJ. LAV 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

THE EVER-WIDENING 
income gaps between 
rich households and 

middle-class and poor house
holds should be a source of 
great concern. When economic 

Iris J. 
Lav 

growth is not 
broadly shared, 
and when work
ers' declining 
or stagnating 
incomes fall 
increasingly 
short of what 
they need to 
support their 
families, it 
harms both 
our economy 

and our political system. It also 
contradicts the Jewish obligation 
to uplift the poor and help them 
attain a foothold in society. 

The 12th century sage 
Rambam taught us that the 
highest form of charity is to 
set a person up in business or 
employment and allow him to 
earn a livelihood. Arguably, 
this implies that people who 

Our most vulnerable 
citizens are at risk 

from drastic cuts in 
the state budget 

BY SANDRA R OSENBERG AND 
RABBI J AMES B. R OSENBERG 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

RICENTLY, four distin
guished Rhode Islanders 

utlined plans for what 
we must do to support our most 
vulnerable citizens in the face 
of a looming budgetary crisis, 
responding to drastic cuts in ser
vices in the proposed Governor's 
budget_ 
Participating in a panel 
discussion March 3 at the 
Jewish Community Center in 
Providence were Linda Katz, 
Co-Founder and Policy D irec
tor of The Poverty Institute, 
Jill Beckwith, Policy Analyst 
at Kids Count, Rabbi Alan 
Flam, Associate Chaplain at 
Brown University and President 
of the Rhode Island Board of 
Rabbis, and Laura Silberfarb, 
a board member of the Rhode 
Island Section of the National 
Council of Jewish Women. 
In addition, the mayor of 

work will be able to meet their 
family's basic needs. But stag
nant or declining wages over 
much of the last two decades 
call that into question. And the 
current economic downturn may 
leave low- and middle-income 
workers even further behind 
through a combination of slow 
wage growth and accelerating 
inflation. 

The Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities 

Meanwhile, the incomes of the 
top fifth have grown by $52,000, 
a robust 45 percent. The incomes 
of the bottom fifth have not 
grown in Rhode Island while 
incomes among the top fifth 
have climbed by a healthy 44 
percent. 

The result is a disturbingly 
wide gap between families at 
the top and the bottom of the 
income scale_ In New York, 

tion, the shift from manufactur
ing jobs to lower-wage service 
jobs, the decline in the mini
mum wage, the weakening of 
unions, and immigration. 

Some of these causes are 
beyond policymakers' con-
trol. Nevertheless, states - and 
citizens - can push back against 
growing income inequality-

In most states, for example, 
lower-income people pay a 

larger share of 
has just issued 
a major study 
showing that 
despite the past 
several years 
of economic 
growth, aver-

"Jewish tradition has always recognized 
that income disparities will exist, but also 
laid down obligations to help those who 

do not have enough." 

their income in 
taxes than other 
households do. 
Changing that 
dynamic can 
narrow income 
disparities. 

age incomes 
have fallen by 
2.5 percent since the late 1990s 
for those in the bottom fifth of 
the income scale and have nearly 
stagnated for those in the middle 
fifth - even as incomes climbed 
9 percent for those in the top 
fifth. (All figures have been 
adjusted for inflation.) 

Since the late 1980s, income 
inequality has grown in 37 
states, especially in Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
Alabama, and New York. In 
Connecticut, the lowest-income 
residents have seen their incomes 
drop by 17 percent or more than 
$4,400, while incomes in the 
middle fifth have stagnated. 

the top fifth of families have 
incomes nine times as great as 
the bottom fifth, and the top 5 
percent of families have incomes 
15 times as great as the bottom 
fifth. In Rhode Island, Illi-
nois, New Jersey, and Florida, 
incomes among the top fifth are 
seven and a half times as great 
as incomes among the bottom 
fifth . 

Several factors have contrib
uted to these large and growing 
income gaps. The biggest is 
the erosion of wages for the 70 
percent of workers with less than 
a college education. This erosion 
reflects forces such as globaliza-

Other helpful 
policies include 

adopting a state minimum wage 
that is higher than the federal 
minimum wage and index-
ing it for inflation so it doesn't 
erode over time. States also can 
provide a range of supports that 
help lower-income households 
get and keep jobs, including 
child care, transportation, and 
health insurance. Improving 
unemployment insurance, which 
now helps only a fraction of 
workers who have lost their jobs, 
is particularly important in the 
current weak economy_ 

In addition, as states look for 
ways to balance their budgets 
during this downturn, they 

The measure of a just society 
Providence, David Cicilline, benefits. If the 60 month the capital gains tax back to 
and state representative, Edith lifetime limit is reduced to 24 5 percent from the recently 
H_ Ajello, addressed the audi- months, by July 2009, more set fee or 1.7 percent. 
ence of about 50 individuals_ than 5,000 families involving The loss of revenue as a result 

All of the four panelists 10,000 children will have their of keeping the capital gains 
underscored the fact that Gov. cases closed permanently. tax at this low rate is projected 
Carcieri's budget cuts will have 
a disproportionately negative 
effect on our disabled and upon 
those children 
and families 

Under the rollbacks to Rlte at $39 million for FY 2009; 
Care, 7,400 parents will lose 
health insurance. These devas-

80 percent of the benefit is to 
7,650 people earning more than 

$200,000. 

who are unable 
to meet their 
basic needs 
without contin-
ued assistance. 
All citizens of 
Rhode Island 
must realize 
that welfare 

"The budget cuts will have a 
disproportionately negative effect on our 

disabled and upon those children and 
families who are unable to meet their basic 

Others sug
gested expand
ing our sales 
tax to include 
not only goods 
but also services 
- an important 
consideration needs without continued assistance." 

spending has 
declined dramatically and that 
spending on ·cash assistance 
is less than one per cent of 
the state budget. Cash assis
tance in Rhode Island has 
already declined by 77 per 
cent since 1997, and case loads 
have declined by 50 per cent. 
Cash assistance benefits in 
Rhode Island are the second 
lowest in New England. 

Under the proposed changes 
to the Family Independence 
Plan, 3,400 children in 1,600 
hundred families will lose 

tating blows to our most needy 
children and families will be 
further compounded if the pro
posal to eliminate fund ing for 
H ead Start remains on the table. 

What is to be done? Several 
speakers at the March 3 forum 
pointed out that balancing our 
state budget requires that we 
not only reduce expenditures 
but also that we find ways to 
increase our revenue_ Some 
suggested that it would be 
appropriate under our cur-
rent circumstances to raise 

based economy. 

aswe move 
more towards 
a service-

For example, today if you 
purchase a rug in Rhode Island, 
your must pay a sales tax; 
however, should you choose to 
have that very same rug cleaned 
at the very same store, you 
pay no sales tax whatsoever_ 

Yet another possibility to 
enhance state revenues would 
be to reconsider the wisdom of 
the alternative flat tax. The loss 
of revenue from the alternative 
flat tax when added to the loss 
of revenue from the capital gains 

should examine proposals 
through the lens of income dis
tribution. Is your state propos
ing to worsen income disparities 
by raising taxes that fall most 
heavily on the poor, or by cut
ting programs such as health 
care, child care, and education? 
Or alternatively, is it asking 
those who have benefited most 
from recent economic growth to 
make the largest contribution to 
solving budget problems by rais
ing taxes modestly on those with 
higher incomes? 

Jewish tradition has always 
recognized that income dispari
ties will exist, but also laid down 
obligations to help those who 
do not have enough. When the 
broad trends in our economy 
and a number of government 
policies push down rather than 
raise up those at the bottom, and 
when some families fall farther 
and farther behind the common 
standard ofliving, we have to 
question whether we are meet
ing those obligations. 

Iris J Lav is deputy director of 
the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities in Washington, D. C. 

The Center's new report on state 
income disparities may be found at 
www.cbpp.org/4-9-08sfp.htm. 

tax will cost the state more than 
$62 million in the coming year. 

Given the budgetary crisis 
that Rhode Island is facing, 
our elected leaders and our 
citizenry at large need to devote 
time to thinking outside the 
box; business as usual will not 
work during these days of fiscal 
turmoil. 

Everybody in the room recog
nized that we have entered into 
a period of extremely challeng
ing fiscal realities. Nevertheless, 
it is unconscionable for us to 
balance our state's budget by 
making our poor even poorer. 
The measure of a just society 
is its willingness and its ability 
to lift up those who are most 
in need. We Rhode Island-
ers ought to demand not just 
a balanced budget but rather a 
balance that is just. 

Sandra Rosenberg is the cochair 
of an advocacy project of the Rhode 
Island Section of the National 
Council of Jewish Women. Rabbi 
James B. R osenberg is the rabbi 
emeritus of Temple Habonim in 
Barrington. 
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Keep your Jewish connection strong! 
When you support The Jewish Voice 
& Herald, you strengthen the link 
that keeps all Jewish households 
in Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts connected. 

We heard from many of you , our readers, telling us 
how pleased you are with the improvements in 
the newspaper during the past year. You've 

told us that The Voice & Herald looks better and reads 
better. And the new, redesigned web si te , JVHRl.org., 
is a hit! 

We've been able to make these changes in large 
part thanks to you - our readers and our 
patrons. Thank you! 

We stil l have plenty of room to grow. To 
do so, we need your help. Please become a 
PATRON of The Voice & Herald today. 

our Jewish community. 

So , please, when you send in your generous contribution in the 
enclosed envelope, don't forget to fill in your e-mail address. 
Thanks again for keeping your Jewish connection strong! 

yHanukkab · 
f{apP The JaWishVoice& ~l~ld ,-_Z!I ':. ___.,, -. ao1 • 
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Photo by Mary Kerr 

BROWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, from left, Anjana Joshi, Trisha Pande, Cash McCracken, Carly 
Edelstein and Scott Warren welcomed Nicholas Kristof to Brown University April 2 . 

Photo by Will Okun 

Kristof interviewing a prisc,ner of war in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. · 

From Page 1 

"That's why I keep going 
back, to see ifl can gal
vanize more of an inter
national response." 

His columns appear on 
Thursday and Sunday in The 
New York Times and on his blog. 

When Kristof won the 2006 
Pulitzer Prize, his second, 
the judges described his work 
as "graphic, deeply reported 
columns that, at personal 
risk, focused attention 
on genocide in Darfur." 

He has been to Darfur 
eight times, with note
book, pen and camera. 
"It has been said you can 
make people care about 
one person, rather than 
the millions," he said. 

And so, he writes his 
stories, on the killing 
fields, one family, one 
person, one tree at a time. 
He recalls his first trip 
four years ago. 

"I went to an oasis in 
northern Sudan on the 
Chad border; 30,000 
people had just arrived. 
The Janjaweed (Arab militia) 
guarded the wells. I did what 
a reporter does. I went from 
tree to tree to talk to families, 
huddled under them for shade, 
fear in their eyes, some with eyes 
gouged out. At the fourth tree, 
there were two small girls alone 
under it, with no one to look 
after them. The older one, 6, 
told me the Janjaweed had k.illed 
their parents. She walked across 
the desert with the baby slung 
on her back. And in every direc
tion, as far as I could see, there 

KRISTOF: Darfur is not an 'insoluble' problem 
were refugees. The brutality and has "changed the way I see the Mugabe government for "viola-
the scale of it then hit home to world and my place in it," she tion of the journalism laws." He 
me." said. was released on bail the follow-

In Darfur, he adds, "you see She wants to pass that passion ing week. 
the worst of humanity yet the on before she graduates in May. Later, Kristof spoke to stu-
most inspiring altruisms. When- Hundreds of students turned dents after the showing of"The 
ever I leave Darfur, I see such out to hear Kristof, and attend Devil Came on Horseback," 
courage." a fund-raiser afterwards, and a riveting documentary about 

And so, he returns, again and the planning committee was Brian Steidle, an American 
again. jubilant. observer in the African Union 

Senior Carly Edelstein invited As we speak in a room next who was the first to photograph 
Kristof to Brown - she even sent to Sayles Hall, Brown junior the atrocities in Darfur and sub-

a car to pick him up at the West
chester home he shares with his 
wife and three children. His 
wife is Sheryl WuDunn, who 
was a Times columnist when the 
couple shared a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1990 for their coverage of the 
Tiananmen Square democracy 
struggle in China. 

It took Edelstein a year to 
get enough sponsors to sup
port Kristof's visit. Becoming 
involved in social justice issues 
at Brown/RISD Hillel as Tzedek 
chair and through the film fes
tival during her years at Brown 

"We've done OK. We use 
the word genocide for what is 

happening in Darfur, we are good 
at supplying relief aid, but five 

years into the genocide it feels so 
incredibly inadequate." 

Nicholas Kristof 

Scott Warren comes up to 
Kristof and asks him if he 

has heard that a Times reporter 
has been arrested in Zimbabwe. 
(Warren is national head of the 
student anti-genocide coali-
tion for Darfur, STAND. His 
father is chief political officer in 
Zimbabwe.) 

"No," Kristof answers. 
"It must be my friend Barry 
(Bearak). The Times has been 
running his stories without a 
byline." 

He quickly checks the Times 
website, which confirms that 
Bearak had been arrested by the 

sequently publish them through 
Kristo£ 

Kristof's message was some
what hopeful. 

"Darfur is not an insoluble 
problem. We need to keep up 
the pressure on China." 

He uses Mia Farrow as an 
example of someone who has 
made a difference. "She has done 
more to get U.N. peacekeepers 
into Sudan by putting pressure 
on China and the upcoming 
Olympics (which Farrow has 
dubbed the 'genocide' Olympics) 
than Condi Rice." 

Kristof will return to Sudan in 

the fall to complete a documen
tary filmed on his last trip. 

He lauded students, saying 
"when national values are at 
stake, it is the students who 
lead." 

He could have been speaking 
about Warren and the students 
in Brown's Darfur Action Net
work, who successfully lobbied 
Brown to divest from compa
nies doing business with Sudan, 
as well as the city of Providence 
and the state. 

Kristof criticized American 
presidents for turning a blind 
eye to genocides of the 20th 
century, Woodrow Wilson for 
the 1915 Armenian genocide, 
FDR during the Holocaust and 
Clinton during the Rwandan 
genocide. 

He asked the question, "How 
have we done in response to the 
last four years?" 

"We've done OK. We use the 
word genocide for what is hap
pening in Darfur, we are good 
at supplying relief aid, but five 
years into the genocide it feels 
so incredibly inadequate." 

He sees two paths towards 
a solution: "Putting pressure 
on the Chinese government to 
suspend arms transfer to Sudan. 
This is not impossible. And, 
there needs to be a tremendous 
diplomatic effort on the part of 
the EU, Arab countries." 

The ongoing risks, he 
stressed, are that the conflict 
will spill over to Chad, which 
it has already done to some 
extent, the Central African 
Republic, and Niger. In addi
tion, the civil war between the 
North and South in Sudan 
could reignite. 
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VOICES: Speaking 

up for the 
unheard child 

From Page 1 

Head Start!" "Save He;d Start!" 
they cried. And when the rally 
was over, the dolls, as fragile 
as these children's' educational 
choices, were placed in the 
mailboxes of the governor and 
the legislators, to toss or to keep. 

The children's chorus is part 
of the symphony of communal 
voices that have risen up to decry 
state budget proposals that would 
cut health care, child care, as 
well as educational opportuni
ties for the poorest of the poor. 

CHAIRS IN FRONT OF THE STATEHOUSE rally for Head Start April 
10. Each of the 400 symbolized a cut in education for a poor child . 

responsibility, to work. Without 
them, I would not be here." 

Her children clung to her 
legs as she spoke, waving 
their little paper dolls. 

JEWISH VOICES 

year, and we have to be realistic 
given the budget deficit. But not 
by putting poor mothers and 
children on the chopping block," 
said Elizabeth Burke Bryant, 
executive director of Rhode 
Island Kids Count, who spoke 
at the meeting and also at the 

AT THE THE NATIONAL COUNCIL of Jewish Women's April 9 meet
ing, the keynote speaker was Elizabeth Burke Bryant, center, of 
RI Kids Count, shown speaking to Kathy Lambert. At left, Laura 
Silberfarb, and, right, Sandy Rosenberg, who are coordinating a 
new initiative, "Be the Voice of the Unheard Child." 

the interfaith community efforts. 
"Hearing from the religious 
communities is so important; 
it's another level of reminder 
legislators take seriously." 

Silberfarb 
said one of 

Donna Harley is a Head Start 
parent from Cranston, who now 
volunteers on the national Head 
Start board. "I was every statistic 
you could imagine. I was on food 
stamps, unemployed, with five 
kids from a couple of different 
fathers. I was an alcoholic. I tried 
to take my life and my unborn 
child's. I was hospitalized, was 
treated for severe depression. 

"And while I was in the hospi
tal, my sisters took my 5-year-old 
twins to Head Start. When I 

"Be a voice for the unheard 
child;' urged Laura 
Silberfarb at a meeting of 
the National Council of 
Jewish Women (NCJW) 
held April 9. It is the name 
of a new NCJW initiative 

"If these 400 slots are cut, where 

will these children go? They will 

the NCJW's 
next action is 
to organize an 
NCJW visit to the 
Statehouse. Let
ters were posted 
that evening from 
NCJW members 

Ron Herndon, president of the 
National Head Start Association, 
came to Rhode Island on April 
10. His home state of Oregon is 
increasing Head Start's budget. 
He said a "Conservative Repub
lican" businessman, who sits on 
the state citizen's crime com
mission, understood the value 
of Head Start - "that it makes 
dollars and sense," Herndon 

got out of the hospital, I went to 
Head Start in my nightgown. 
They didn't mention anything 
about the nightgown but talked 
to me. And, that was the begin
ning. They taught me, and it , l 
took a few years, that I had the 
ability to make decisions, to take 

to advocate for the critical 
needs of poor children 

go nowhere. Nowhere." said. He successfully lobbied the 
business community, the state 
legislature and the governor, who 
passed and signed legislation to 
not only fully fund Head Start 
this year, but to add an additional 
S39 million to state spending for 
the program over several years. 

and families in the state. 
The Head Start pro

gram is at the top of 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 

the list, said Sandy Rosen
berg, who coordinated the 
platform with Silberfarb. 

"We know it is a difficult 

rally. "If these 400 slots are cut, 
where will these children go? 
They will go nowhere. Nowhere." 

She stressed the importance of 

Save the Date! 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
Annual Meeting 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 7:00 p.m. 
at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

401 Elmgrove Avenue Providence, RI 

to legislators, 
urging them to "to look at all 
revenue sources on the table." 

"We have the data and moral 
outrage on our side," said Bryant. 

See BUDGET, Page 11 

Handing Over Dream 
Ho.mes For 50 Years 

Spitz-Weiss Realtors 
Howard Weiss Jon Weiss* ♦ Aleen Weiss 
Claire Sennott Poul Levitt Judi Blau• 

785 Hope Street 
Providence, RI 
401-272-6161 
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of Rhode Island, describing the 
importance of the $1 million gift 
by the Fain family to help build 
the Norman M. Fain Hillel 
Center on the URI campus. 
"We are not only building a 
facility, but building our future 
leaders," she said, describing the 
role of Hillel, which currently 
serves about 1,200 students. 

The event had the feel of a 
large Jewish family gather-

HILLEL: Building a strong Jewish student community at URI 

ing as more than 100 guests 
crowded into the URI Alumni 
Center April 9 to celebrate the 
announcement of $1 million gift 
to URI Hillel from the Norman 
and Rosalie Fain Family Foun
dation in memory of Norman 
Fain, who received his under
graduate degree from URI in 
1936 and an Honorary Doctor 
of Business degree in 1967. 

Left: URI Hillel Student President Jessica Wolchok thanks Rosal ie Fain for her support. Right: Plans for the new Norman M. Fain Hillel 
Center for Jewish life on the Kingston campus. 

his father's commitment and 
generosity. "We see this as a fit
ting tribute to our father and an 
opportunity to invest in 

to build new Hillel facilities on 
campus, and he shared greet
ings from Edgar Bronfman, a 

planning to come to the Univer
sity of Rhode Island during the 
next academic year," Tobin said, 

Fain, who was the former 
head of the Apex department 
stores and Teknor Apex, is 
remembered for his generous 
philanthropy. Upon his death 
in 2003, The Providence journal 
wrote: "Rhode Island could use 
many more Norman Fains ... .It 
will be as a philanthropist that 
Mr. Fain will be most remem
bered. The scope of his generos
ity was immense." 

the future of the Jewish 
community," he said. 

Rabbi Herb Tobin, 
senior consultant from 
International Hillel, 
spoke of the importance 

"We see this as a fitting tribute 
to our father and an opportunity 

to invest in the future of the 

hinting at a possible 
additional donation. 

The new 7,400 
square-foot Center 
will be built in 

"My father would have been 
delighted," said Jonathan Fain, 
who said the gift was honoring 

of providing a place on 
campus for students to 
explore and celebrate 
their Jewish identity. 
"No other investment can 
provide better returns," he said. 
According to Tobin, there are 
currently 35 ongoing campaigns 

Jewish community." 

Jonathan Fa in 

leading Jewish philanthropist, 
who is a driving force in Hillel's 
efforts to build new facilities. 
"Edgar Bronfman told me he is 

~ --:t/4e; re,J;(1/0~ 

~tt--;t/i,e; Po~ 
v~ -:(/4e; wu--i-e-

f ~ ~ ~~ 
Wishing you and your family a joyous celebration of 

traditions as we honor the freedom of our people 
- and all people -

this Passover 

Jewish 

Federation 
of 

Rhode 

Island 

the renovated and 
re-designed former 
Alpha Epsilon Pi 
Jewish Fraternity 
house, which is in the 
heart ofURI's "Fresh-

man Village." It is envisioned as 
a central meeting point where 
students can celebrate Jewish 
life, explore Jewish and universal 

,.. ,,.. ----=---

issues, build life-long friend
ships, and enrich their personal 
growth. 

According to the plans, the 
new Hillel Center will provide: 
multi-purpose lounges for pro
grams or casual get-togethers; a 
kosher kitchen and dining space 
that will offer an appropriate 
setting for festive Shabbat and 
holiday dinners, Passover seders, 
and campus/community events; 
a Beit Knesset, a place of gather
ing for Shabbat and holiday 
services that can also be used for 
lectures, films, and discussions. 

See HILLEL, Page 11 
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HILLEL: Community celebrates new URI Fain Center Happy & Healthy Holidays 
From Page 10 

Further, the Center will 
also feature a patio that 
will be home to the campus 
Sukkah and provide outdoor 
social space; a library/com
puter lab that will house 
Hillel's collection of books of 
Jewish interest; and a recep
tion area, complete with an 
information kiosk and coffee 
bar, that will allow students 
and guests to be warmly 
welcomed. 

The fundraising effort for 

BUDGET: 
Protecting women 

and children 
From Page 9 

"Why? Because Head Start 
works," said Herndon. "It is 
the best investment a state can 
make. It reduces crime. It puts 
poor children on a par with 
their peers. I am here to tell 
the governor of Rhode Island 
to listen to [Federal Reserve 
Chairman]Ben Bernanke, 
who said last week, 'the best 
investment in the economy is 
early childhood education.'" 

Susan Dickstein, from the 
Bradley Early Childhood 
Clinical Research Center, said 
the data is absolutely clear 
that programs like Head Start 
prepare children in poverty 
for developmental learning 
success which persists over 
time. She described Head Start 
as a "preventive program for 
high-risk children. The ques
tion to ask," she said, "is not 
does Head Start work? But, 
how can we not afford to fund 
it in light of the evidence?" 

Jorge Elorza, now an assis
tant professor of law at Roger 
Williams University, got 
his academic start in Head 
Start. "I remember one of 
my great sources of pride 
when I was 3 feet tall and 4 
years old - it was my Head 
Start graduation photo, in 
cap and gown, my mother 
hung in our living room." 

He said the proposed budget 
"further distances ourselves 
from the poor, and mar
ginalizes them in the worst 
neighborhoods." He added a 
Brookings Institute Report 
shows high wealth and high 
poverty neighborhoods are on 
the rise across America, with 
middle-class neighborhoods 
dropping. "This budget will 
only make matter worse. In 
face of all the evidence to the 
contrary, we are taking away 
skilled workers needed in the 
new economy we must have for 
a healthy and strong state ." 

the $4 million is being con
ducted by Lawrence Sadwin, 
URI Hillel's new develop
ment director. According 
to Sadwin, $3 million will 
be dedicated to the design 
and construction of the new 
Norman M. Fain Hillel 
Center, and $1 million will 
be used to create a permanent 
endowment to support ongo
ing building operations and 
maintenance. 

"Hillel has been a part of 
the URI family for many 

years. It helps build a strong 
sense of community for our 
students and guides them 
toward roles as active citizens 
in our nation. Hillel creates 
leaders; young people able to 
lead in the global village and 
the world marketplace. I am 
so grateful to the Fain family 
for their commitment to 
Jewish students and to all the 
students of URI," said URI 
President Robert L. Caroth
ers. 

Lax & Company 
Complete Financial Advisors 

Specializing in Individual Life, Disability, 
Health, and Long Term Care Insurance, 

as well as Investments and Retirement Planning. 

Marvin William Lax • Ryan Alan Lax 
2346 Post Road, Warwick RI, 02886 
401-738-2350 www.laxandco .com 

Securities offered through Registered Representative of 
Cadaret Grant & Co. Member NASO & SIPC 

Lax & Company and Cadaret Grant are separate entities 

UnitedHealthcare is accepted at all Lifespan Laboratories. 

Lifespan Laboratories: 
Highest Quality, Easiest Access 

Lifespan, the name synonymous with Rhode Island's best 

hospitals, has made it easy to find a convenient location and 

time for your laboratory testing. Lifespan Laboratories 

has 34 locations throughout Rhode Island and south-

eastern Massachusetts, each offering a complete 

range of the most advanced laboratory tests. 

And because you never need an appointment 

at Lifespan Laboratories, there 's sure to be a 

location and time that suits your schedule. 

Some laboratory locations are even open 

on Saturdays. 

For more information, please call 

401 -7-93-4242 or 1-800-980-4244. 

www.Lifespan.org/services/la bs 

Lifespan 
Laboratories* 

*RIH Ven~res d.b.a. Lifespan Laboratories 

Cranston 
1199 Reservoir Avenue 

401-946-8735 

Cumberland 
2140 Mendon Road 

401-333-9875 

East Greenwich 
1377 South County Trail 

401-541-7292 

1351 South County Trail 
401-884-1048 

925 Main Street 
401-884-8200 

East Providence 
1525 Wampanoag Trail 

401-433-5149 

400 Warren Avenue 
401-434-0993 

Foster 
142 A Danielson Pike 

401 -647-7426 

Jamestown 
20 Southwest Avenue 

401-423-2520 

Lincoln 
6 Blackstone Valley Place 

401-333-1051 

1 Commerce Street 
401-335-1116 

2 Wake Robin Road 
401-333-3246 

Newport 
f1 Friendship Street 

401-845-1260 

Pascoag 
36 Bridgeway 
401-567-8790 

Pawtucket 
100 Smithfield Avenue 

401-722-0099 

Portsmouth 
161 Chase Road 
401 -682-1129 

77 Turnpike Avenue 
401-682-2067 

Providence 
208 Collyer Street 

401-793-4615 

2 Dudley Street 
401-444-8323 

285 Governor Street 
401-861-2130 

1 Hoppin Street 
401-793-8780 

111 Plain Street 
401-444-2084 

33 Staniford Street 
401-453-8218 

160 Wayland Avenue 
401-621-4120 

44 West River Street 
401 -272 -1649 

148 West River Street 
401 -272-1467 

Please call ahead to verify our hours of operation. 

Rehoboth 
237 Winthrop Street 

508-252-6920 

Rumford 
400 Pawtucket Avenue 

401-438-3409 

Slatersville 
905 Victory Highway 

401-765-0957 

Tiverton 
1800 Main Street 

401-625-1140 

Warwick 
400 Bald Hill Road 

401-734-1831 

1035 Post Road 
401-467-4730 

1444 Warwick Avenue 
401-463-3675 · 

Woonsocket 
450 Clinton Street 

401-767 -4100 
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rlt One People, 
nm I o e Mission 

£cna Annual Meeting 

tD I /lek rl Jewish Federation of /J _L.._, Rhode Island 
rJ::'c /1 Monday, May 12 7 p.m. 
~I Vt JCCRISocialHall 

Please join the leadership of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island as we install the new 

}FRI officers and board, as well as honor those whose outstanding contributions to our 

community are deserving of recognition. 
Muscial entertainment by the Alej Beats, a cappella group from Brown/ Rf SD Hillel. 

2008-09 Proposed Slate of JFRI Officers 
and Board of Directors 

President 
Doris Feinberg 

Vice Presidents 
Sharon Gaines, Governance & 

Leadership Development 
Richard A. Licht, Planning, Priorities 

& Allocations 
Alan H. Litwin, Financial Resource 

Development (FRD) 
Bea Ross, Women's Alliance 
Barbara Sokoloff, Community 

Relations/Communications 
David Yavner, At-Large 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Lawrence S. Hershoff 

Area Vice Presidents 
David Bazarsky, Newport County 
James Pious, East Bay 
Justin Strauss, West Bay 
Susan Sussman, Northern RI 
Mindy Wachtenheim, 

Providence/Pawtucket 
Richard Winkler, Southern RI 

Board of Directors 
Randi Beranbaum 
Susan Leach DeBlasio 
Alan R. Feinberg 
Linn Freedman 
Alan G. Hassenfeld 
Bonnie Steinberg Jennis 
Jerrold L. Lavine 
Ralph Posner, 

Presidential Appointee 
Rabbi Peter Stein, 

Rabbinical Representative 
Samuel Zurier 

Honorary Presidents 
Melvin G. Alperin 
Mark R. Feinstein 
Edward D. Feldstein 
David M. Hirsch 
Marvin Holland 
Robert D. Mann 
Harris N. Rosen 
Herbert B. Stern 

Honorary Vice Presidents 
David A. Cohen 
Stanley Grossman 
Myrna K. Rosen 
Mathew D. Shuster 
Melvin L. Zurier 

The 2008-09 Officers and Board of the Women's Alliance ofJFRI also 
will be installed at the Annual Meeting. 

2008-09 Proposed Slate of Women's Alliance Officers 
and Board of Directors 

President 
VP Campaign 
Associate Campaign Chair 
VP Endowment 
VP Lion of Judah 
VP Jaffa Pomegranate 
VP Community Service 
VP Judaic 
Secretary 
Associate Secretary 
Immed. Past President 

Nominees for 2011 
Mary Aron 
Karen Asher 
Marcia Blacher 
Sherry Cohen 
Karen Hammarstrom 
Jane Jacober 
Leslie Katz 
Robin Kauffman 
Duffy Page 

Bea Ross 
Bonnie Steinberg Jennis 
Faye Wisen 
Mindy Wachtenheim 
Marilyn Friedman Shealey 
Lisa Shorr 
Susan Gertsacov 
Barbara Sheer 
Maybeth Lichaa 
Gail Kritz 
Mitzi Berkelhammer 

Galit Raz 
Maxine Richman 
Marcia Riesman 
Hinda Semonoff 
Meredith Sine! 
Karen Triedman 
Alison Walter 
Miriam Esta Weiner 

Photo by Pat Zacks 

HERB WEISS and his chocolate lab, Murray. 

Herb Weiss, Pawtucket's 
go-to renaissance guy 

Economic affairs 
official is bullish on 

Pawtucket 
arts district 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

PAWTUCKET- Herb Weiss, 
Pawtucket's economic and cul
tural affairs officer, is an ardent, 
energetic cheerleader for the city's 
renaissance. The city's slogan is 
now'Rhode 

ment Michael Cassidy and 
Weiss' own non-bureaucratic 
approach have attracted new
comers to the city and per
suaded developers to rehab so 
many abandoned properties. 

"As artists started to discover 
Pawtucket, we realized that we 
should deal with them as with 
any other business," Weiss said. 

Artists looking for space can 
now access a database of proper
ties for sale or lease; connect with 
realtor Len Lavoie, who special-

izes in artists 
Island's 
Creative 
Community," 
thanks in part 
to Weiss's 
champion
ing art as a 
powerful eco
nomic engine 
for the city's 
growth and 
development 

"The Mayor has always 
viewed Pawtucket as 

the David between the 

and mill 
projects; and 
learn about 
other local 
arts vendors 
in the Artist 
Resource 
Directory. 

two Goliaths - Boston 
and Providence." 

Herb Weiss 

"Our hard 
work getting 
the word 

Pawtucket 
is transforming abandoned mill 
buildings that bear witness to 
Rhode Island's manufactur
ing history into thriving com
munities for artists and others 
who relish urban living. 

"In the late 1990s, we took 
[the framework of] Providence's 
legislation, and created mixed
use projects with manufactur-
ing and studios," said Weiss. 
"Pawtucket's success is due to 
Mayor James Doyle, an early and 
enthusiastic supporter of the arts." 

Mayor Doyle, Director 
of Planning and Develop-

out about all 
thatPa:w-

tucket has to offer is paying off," 
said Weiss. "Lavoie has signed 
400 to 500 leases for arts studios 
since we began. We're 10 minutes 
from Providence, 45 minutes 
from Boston and five minutes 
from the South Attleboro com
muter rail. Our rental rates of 
six to seven dollars a square foot, 
including heat, are less than 
either Providence or Boston rates 
for comparable properties." 

Income tax incentives and sales 
tax exemptions in our arts district 

See ARTS, Page 37 
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Jewish News Briefs 
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FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER and h is wif e, Rosa lyn, lay 
a wreath at the grave of the late Palestinian leader Vasser Arafat 
during their visit to the West Bank t own of Ramallah on Tuesday. 

Pope to offer 
Passover greetings 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Benedict 
XVI, who is visiting New York 
and Washington this week, 
has both a public and a private 
itinerary. The public schedule 
takes him to tens of thousands 
of Roman Catholics who will 
participate with him in religious 
services in vast arenas. Two of his 
privately scheduled meetings will 
be with much smaller numbers 
of Jewish Americans. The Pope 
will step inside an American 
synagogue for the first time to 
meet with a group of schoolchil
dren at Park East Synagogue in 
Manhattan. Later he will meet 
privately with Jewish representa
tives at an interfaith gathering in 
Washington to offer a personal 
greeting for Passover. (NEW 
YORK TIMES) 

Carter stirs up 
controversy 

JERUSALEM: Travel is much in 
the air. Former U. S. President 
Jimmy Carter is in the Middle 
East this week, visiting, among 
others, most oflsrael's leaders. 
Most but not all. Prime Min
ister Ehud Olmert and Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Livni suddenly 
developed scheduling problems 
when they heard that Carter 
would also be meeting with 
Khaled Meshaal, a Hamas leader 
in Damascus. And Israeli presi
dent Shimon Peres gave Carter 
a stern lecture, telling him that 
by visiting with Meshaal he has 
done much damage to Israel and 
to the peace process. All three 
of the leading candidates for the 
American presidency have asked 
Carter not to meet with Meshaal, 
as has the State Department. At 

last word the meeting was still 
on. OTA) 

Blue and white mosque 
A-TAIBE, ISRAEL: Residents of 
this Israeli-Arab village have 
painted their mosque blue and 
white, the national colors of 
Israel, in honor of the state's 60th 
anniversary, taking place next 
month, thus breaking with many 
Israeli Arabs who have declared 
they will boycott the national 
celebrations. "We are citizens 
of the State oflsrael" said one 
village elder to a reporter. "For 
us religion encourages us to 
bring nations together. The goal 
is simple; co-existence. A Jew 
who comes here should not feel 
that the place is hostile, but like 
home." A-Taibe has approxi
mately 2,000 residents and 
reports excellent relations with 
nearby Jewish communities. 
OTA) 

Gefilte fish: 
the new sushi? 

NEW YORK: The question before 
the house is: With four questions 
waiting to be asked at the Seder 
table this weekend, is there room 
for a fifth? To wit: Is gefilte fish 
the new sushi? The answer is No, 
But. The New York Times' Peter 
Applebome surveyed the kosher 
food industry and discovered 
that while gefilte fish is the Edsel 
of the seder plate in that it will 
never become a snack food, other 
kosher products are doing very 
well. The kosher market, now $14 
billion a year, has added 14,000 
new products in the past five 
years and there are now 86,000 
kosher-certified products on the 
shelves of America's supermar
kets. (NEWYORK TIMES) 

- Compiled by Yehu da Lev 
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The perfect choice for all your Interior Design Needs. 
Call me for that new spring look for your home or office. 

From the Staff 
of 

The Jewish 
Voice & Hera1d Realtors ... contact me for home staging. 

Michelle lee Parenteau 
401.9S4.206S 

We extend our warm wishes for a joyous Passover. 

' 'Th . e capacity 

to care is the 
thing which 

gives life 
its deepest 

significance .,., 
- Pablo Casals 

It 's the way it's supposed 

to be: Each patient is cared for 

as if he or she were our own 

fa ther or mother, brother or sister, 

son or daughter. We provide the 

kind of care we'd expect for 

our loved ones-the best possible 

care. Since 1926, this has 

been our mission. We accomplish 

o ur mission every day. 

At The M iriam Hospital, you 

are the reason we're here. 

We're here to care. 

www.miriamhospita l.org 

~u~ 
~ .,... 
?/11~ 

The Miriam Hospital 
A Lifespan Partner 



We love having 
you send us 

your 
Simchas 

Send Simchas to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org or mail: 

130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906 

There's 
OMFO 

COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRO 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

401-374-4488 
BonnieSellsHouses.com 

This box represents the spirit 

and generosity of the Jewish 

community. When you give to the 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, 

your dollars provide food and 

shelter for the needy, rescue for 

those in harm's way, education for 

our children, care and compassion 

for our parents. 

Live generously. 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

Join your neighbors and make your pledge now to the 

]FRI 2008Annual Campaign. 

Please call 401-421-41 I I or donate online at 

www.JFRl.org. 

130 Sessions St., Providence RI 02906 
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OUTGOING JCDS HEAD OF SCHOOL Dani Steiner and incoming 
Board President Bruce Wolpert. 

JCDS: New interim and permanent head 
of school sought 

From Page 1 

The changes are a result of 
actions taken by the JCDS board 
at an April 2 meeting. Parents 
were informed of the actions in 
a letter sent the following week. 

Bruce Wolpert, the incoming 
board president, spoke force
fully in an interview about the 
board's vision of excellence: "We 
believe that Jewish day school 
education is a unique educa
tion that cannot be matched by 
any other educational institu
tion in this state," he said. 

"Our goal," Wolpert said, 
"is a school of excellence; we 
believe the value structure 
that a Jewish day school gives 
a child will last a lifetime." 

Wolpert and Dani Steiner, the 
outgoing head of school at JCDS 
who will be departing June 30, 
met with The Voice & Herald 
this week to discuss the changes 
in leadership at the school. 

Wolpert is reprising his 
role as president of the school 
board; he served twice before, 
once in 2001-2004, when it 
was the Alperin Schechter Day 
School, and again in 2005-2006, 
after it had becomeJCDS. 
Wolpert, a lifelong member 
of the community, has two 
children, now 19 and 22, who 
graduated from the school. 

Wolpert praised the financial 
support from the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island, which, he 
said, has provided $1.5 million 
to JCDS over the last few years. 

Reflecting the community 
decision to place a high priority 
on non-denominational Jewish 

day school education, JFRI has 
committed nearly $2 million 
over seven years, beginning in 
2005, to seed the establishment 
and development ofJCDS, 
according to Stephen Silberfarb, 
JFRI's executive vice president 
and CEO. The funds are tied to 
financial and enrollment per
formance measures, he said. 

"We look forward to continu
ing our supportive partnership 
with ]CDS. Our commit-
ment to the school - parents, 
faculty, staff and above all the 
kids - is as strong as ever. We 
are directing resources to assist 
the school to make this transi
tion a success and realize our 
community vision in the near 
future, " said Silberfarb. 

TRANSITIONS AT JCDS1 
The leadership changes, 

Wolpert said, reflect the boar 
desire to achieve "not only 
educational excellence, but 
also the administrative excel
lence to achieve these goals." 

Wolpert acknowledged tha~ 
the process of change can be 
"difficult and imperfect." 

A search committee is bein1 
assembled to look for both an 
interim head of school and a f 
manent head of school, WolpJ 
said. He expects the memben 
the committee to be announo 
after Passover. "Parents, read 
ers, community members ano 
administrators will all have 
position on the committee," I 
said. 

"The board's vision," Wal~ 
reiterated, "is of a school tha 

See SCHOOL, Page 28 
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JCDS meets with parents to discuss head of school's departure 
B Y VOICE & HERALD STAFF 

PROVIDENCE - The recent 
announcement of the departure 
of Dani Steiner as head of the 
Jewish Community Day School 
CTCDS), caught many parents, 
teachers and staff by surprise. 

Parents were informed of 
Steiner's departure, which will be 
effective June 30, by a recent letter 
from the }CDS board. In addi
tion, Alan Harlam the current 
board president, also announced 
that he would be leaving. 

To allay anxieties and answer 
questions from the school com
munity, the board held two parent 
meetings this week. On Monday 
evening, April 14, about 45 
parents attended. Steiner opened 
the meeting by saying, "We are a 
few days before the first seder. In 
the Jewish tradition, Pesach is the 
time we talk about change and 
renewal." 

He thanked parents for their 
support, and asked them to focus 
on two things: "What is good 
for the school?" and "What is 
good for our children? If this 
is a good school for your kids, 
I would encourage you not to 
take your kids out of school - I 
am saying this as an educator. 

"W e are close to formaliz
ing plans for next year, teach
ers have already signed their 
contracts, there will be excit
ing things happening here," 
Steiner reassured them. 

The bottom line, Steiner 

said, is to "pray for the sue- mount as kids grow older; I've the origin of this action?" 
cess of the school we created, seen this in my kids," he said. Wolpert answered there was 
and build on the good foun- Wolpert said the search for no one specific event. "The 
dation we have achieved." an interim head of school has board processed various issues 

Longtime board member Bruce begun, with a committee chrured and,deliberated for lengthy 
Wolpert, the president-designate, by Gloria Feibish, board vice sessions and, with respect to 
spoke. "One of the most impor- president, and that a promising Dani, I don't want to enumer-
tant things I want to say to you interim candidate is coming to ate every point publicly." 
tonight is that the board values the school next week for pre- Wolpert said that the boatd 
everyone's opinion, at all times. liminary discussions. Feibish made the best judgment it 
We have received a lot of e-mills, spent two full days last week could. "It's not a perfect system. 
both pro and con, and we want at the national Partners for We had a very difficult month 
to respond to every e-mill." Excellence in Jewish Educa- in making this decision." 

He apologized for any commu- tion (PEJE) conference held in Board member H ope Hirsch 
nication miscues with parents and Boston, talking to consultants, expressed the struggle of the 

other constituents ------------------------ board in arriv-

over the past "What is not changing is the school's ing at its deci-
month regard- sion, meeting 
ing the changes educational philosophy - a dual curriculum for two lengthy 

taking place at is what makes this school so great. II discussions, and 
the school and taking the views 
~~~ ~~m~ 
improve. "We Bruce Wolpert, consideration. 
will be provid- Wolpert said 
ingyouwith incoming JCDS board president therewerel4 
e-mails about out of 15 board 
what is going members pres-
on;' he said, and and going to search seminars. ent when the 
added there ~ be future parent Parent Oded Galor, who vote was taken, but said the 
meetings to provide updates on expressed strong support for breakdown of the voting itself 
the search for an interim head, as Steiner, asked; "What was was confidential information. 
well as monthly meetings with 
teachers and administrators. 

He said the school is not 
changing its educational phi
losophy- "a dual curriculum 
is what makes this school so 
great. It gives students an 
intellectual discipline that is 
unmatched in any school in this 
state, private or public. Teach
ing values are absolutely para-

IN 2002, the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island (JFRJ) formed 

~ day school task force, which, 
after a year of study, recommended 
exploring a cross-denomina
tional Jewish community day 
school. The Partnership, then 
the long-range planning arm 
of]FRI, formed a community 

From Schechter to JCDS 
day school committee in 2004 
chaired by Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer. 

In 2005, ]FRI allocated 
$425,000 to the school for start-up 
costs, and the school was incor
porated and changed its name 
from the Alperin Schechter Day 
School (ASDS) to the Jewish 
Community Day School (]CDS). 

Another parent said day 
schools all over are in trouble and 
wondered if Rhode Island has 
the demographics to support the 
school. "I hope the board is real
istic in its expectations," she said. 

The current enrollment 
at }CDS is 150 students. 

Parent Josh Karlin said the 
school is run by a board of 
directors, and was confident it 
fully thought through difficult 
issues. "I appreciate someone 
making these hard decisions." 

Seth Shulman identified him
self as a parent new to the school, 
and said his child was happy and 
seemed to be flourishing, but 
added, "I want to understand 
what values are important here. 
I want to understand how these 
decisions are being made. I don't 
feel like I have a sense of that." 

There seemed to be a common 
denominator among all the 
remarks: everyone wants to 
focus on what is best for the 
school and the students and 
to build on its successes. 

"Our kids will be all right," 
most parents agreed. 

In 2006, Dani Steiner, from 
Israel, was chosen to head JCDS. 
That year, ]FRJ awarded the 
school Sl.2 Mover a six-year 
period based on measurable 
progress in advancing finan-
cial and enrollment goals. 

Best Wishes For A 
Joyous Passover 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 

Vou are invited to attend: 

538 ROBESON STREET, FALL RIVER, MASS 02720 
Bene.fits of Living at the 

,..._.------:--, Fall River Jewish Home 

Friendly Famjly-like 
Atmosphere 
Religious Services 
Small Enough to Make a 
Difference 
Smoke-free 
Environment 
24-hour Skilled Care 

• Rehabilitative Therapy 
Programs & Staff on Site 

• Intravenous Therapies 
• Close to Hospitals & 

Medical Arts Centers 
• Respite Care Available 

For more information or to arrange for 
a personal tour of our home, 
call Beverly Noiseux, LCSW 

508-679-6172 

Conveniently located only 
20 minutes from Providence 

Brown RISO Hillel 
Annual Meeting 

·April 30 
5:30 ...;. 6:45 pm 

Featuring: 
Prof. Alan Zuckerman 
"Israel on Campus" 

9 I ~ ) 

HILLEL 

The Brown RISO Hillel Foundation 
wishes you a Happy Passover, a time of 

family and friends, reflection and stories. 
;...\ ... 
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Restoring a Jewish cemetery in Belarus 
Newport native 

returns to Belarus on 
a mission of memory 

BY AARON GINSBURG 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

My FATHER was born 
in Dokshitsy, a small 
town now in Belarus, 

and immigrated to Newport, 
R.l., where I grew up, in 1921. 
In 1942, the entire Jewish popu
lation ofDokshitsy- 3,000 
men, women and children 

I was in the right place at 
the right time. I had long been 
interested in history and Jewish 
history, and more recently in 
my family history. I believe 
that the message of Judaism is 
about respecting each other. 
This extends to respecting those 
who preceded us. So I was ready 
to respond to the surprisingly 
friendly message from Belarus. 

Joining with others, I created 
The Friends ofJewish Dokshitsy, 
Inc., and sought out descendants 
to help the citizens of Dokshitsy 
save their and our Jewish history. 

Last October the authorities - was taken to a pit across from 
in Dokshitsy sent a the cemetery and mur- ,---------, 

dered. This heinous letter to me. They 
reiterated: "Dokshitsy 

act took place in three 
Regional Magistrate 

"actions" during Pass- considers it is nec-
over, on Lag B'Omer Photos courtesy of Aaron Ginsburg 
and at the end of May. essary to preserve 

the remnants of the 
In 1965, the govern-

Jewish Cemetery: to ment destroyed the 

HIKE OF THE STUDENTS and graduates of the "Hebrew School" in Parafianov (six miles from Dok
shitsy), July 2, 1933. Most of the people in this picture died less than 10 years later in the Holocaust. 

beautify the place, to 
Jewish cemetery and install a memorial... 
turned it into a park. Aaron Ginsburg grew erected, the cemetery will be 

landscaped, and monuments will 
memorialize the Jews buried 
there. At the site of the H olo
caust massacres, a monument 
will be erected that" states that 
among those killed were more 
than 3,000 Jewish residents. 

,,...oday, there are no We hope for your sup-" up in Newport, where 
J . D k h" a number of fam·,1·,es port and understand-ews ,n o s 1tsy. 

In December 2005, have roots in Belarus. ing in the intention 
the local authorities in to create a M emorial 

Dokshitsy wrote a letter seek-
ing help to restore the Jewish 
cemetery: "We would like to 
discuss with you the methods 
of resolving this situation in the 
best way so that all our actions 
do not seem to be blasphemy 
regarding the buried and also we 
would like to correct a mistake 
that was done many years ago." 

to the hundreds of 
Jewish citizens ofDokshitsy." 

On its own initiative and 
without receiving any assistance, 
the town ofDokshitsy recently 
re-erected over 100 tombstones 
in the cemetery. The tomb
stones had been buried under a 
road from 1965 to 2005. With 
the help of donations from all 
over the world, a fence will be 

The current monument cahs the 
victims "Soviet citizens." 

My daughter Rebecca and I 
will be in Dokshitsy with friends 
and family from the United 
States, Israel, South Africa, and 
Moscow on May 23, 2008 (Lag 

• • 
CAMPlQ!!lN'S PONO 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 26 thru August 18 
•·increased activity choices 
• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT: .. CAMP JORI, 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 

' . 

B'Omer) to remember its Jewish 
community. Together we will 
recite the Kaddish at the newly 
restored cemetery and at the site 
of the Shoah massacres across 
the street. Among those present 
will be my cousin Mark lzeman. 
Mark's parents are Henry and 
Paula (Adelson) lzeman of Bar
rington. 

Soon after the rededication, 
The Friends ofJe~ish Dokshitsy 
will landscape the site of a Holo
caust massacre in nearby Parafi
anov, and participate in the local 

historical museum, including a 
memorial wall with hundreds of 
names of the Holocaust victims. 
The wall will be left unfinished 
in memory of the thousands of 
victims whose names are lost. 

Growing up in Newport, I 
didn't understand what a special 
experience it was being in a 
transplanted shtet!. In addition to 
my family, many other families 
from Dokshitsy immigrated to 
Newport. Among the Newport 
families from Dokshitsy were 

See CEMETERY, Facing Page 

ATTENTION 
LANDLORDS 

Unrented apartments? 
Looking for GOOD tenants? 

We list, find, show, screen 

and present you with tenants 

that fit your requirements. 

Call now for information about 
our NON-EXCLUSIVE services. 

Contact Sam Abram at: 401-223-2222 

Sam.Rentprovrealty@gmail.com 
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CEMETERY: 
A Bel~rus cemetery rises from the ashes 

From Previous Page 

Kusinitz, Adelson, 
Friedman, Teitz, 
Ginsburg, Rosoff, 
and Shapiro. Other 
large concentra
tions ofDokshitzers 
went to Brooklyn, 
Waterbury, Conn.; 
Sheboygan, Wis.; 
Cleveland and 
Memphis. 

A READING from 'The White Rose' at Temple Emanu-EI 

Performances of 'The White Rose' draw 
more than Z,500 students 

Although the 
Holocaust took 
place almost 70 
years ago, to me it 
retains its imme
diacy. My father's 
first cousin, Shmuel 
Markman, a Holo
caust survivor who 
I met a year ago in 
Israel, wrote in the 
Dokshitsy-Parafi
anov Yizkor book, 
"I want to write the 
names of my broth
ers and sisters and 

ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE and without receiving any assistance, the town of 
Dokshitsy recently re-erected over 100 tombstones in the cemetery. The 
tombstones had been buried under a road from 1965 to 2005. 

Holocaust Through 
the Arts program will 
also feature student 
essays on 'resistance' 

Gloria and Martin Feibish. 
The high schools serving 

as host for the performances 
included: Westerly, Chariho 
Regional, Toll Gate, Moses 
Brown, Smithfield, and Rogers. 
A performance was also held 

"Dokshitsy Regional Magistrate considers it 
necessary to preserve the remnants of the 

Jewish Cemetery." MORE THAN 2,500 
students from 15 schools 

across Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
viewed performances of"The 
White Rose" as part of the 
Holocaust Education and 
Resource Center of Rhode 
Island's "H olocaust Through 
the Arts" program, chaired by 

at Temple Emanu-El. 
A s a second part to the 

program, using the theme of 
"resistance," students from the 15 
schools will be writing poetry, 
essays, short stories and cerat
ing art projects. The winning 
entries will be displayed at the 
Warwick Mall Food Court, with 
an awards ceremony on June 1. 

their families here, 
perhaps some of 
them survived." He then listed 
50 people whom he undoubt
edly knew that did not survive. 
He also submitted a total of 
70 names to Yad Vashem. 
And these are just the relatives 

whose names I know. 
To learn more about Jewish 

Dokshitsy including pictures 
of the current condition of 
the cemetery, instructions for 
making contributions to over
come 67 years of neglect, and 

State Representative - District 59 

J. Patrick O'Neill 

~ r: )"" 
~as/over 

Paid for by the friends of J. Patrick O'Neill 

Visit us online at: 

.jvhri.org 

how to be at the re-dedication 
in May, visit http://www.jew
ishdokshitsy.org/ or contact me 
at info@jewishdokshitsy.org or 
call me at my home in Sharon, 
Mass., at 508-682-3115. 

Help me help myself. W ithout your help, thousands of students won't get 

the education they need to better their lives, families and communities. Donate today 

at ortamerica.org and provide needy students an opportunity to get the education they 

so desperately want. Because when they succeed, we all succeed. 

Give to ORT America today and contribute more than a donation. 

Educating individuals. 

Impacting communities. 

Improving the world. DAT 800.519.2678 I ortamerica.org 

AMERICA 

Proudly making a difference in Israel for 60 years. 
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In 1948, Israelis leaders faced prodigious task: build a state and fight a war 
Ben Gurion united 
fighting/actions -

Irgun, Palmach and 
Lehi - into one force 

BvYEHUDALEv 
yehudal@cox.net 

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 
1948, was sunny and 
warm in Tel Aviv, and 

there was dancing in the streets 
over the events of the previous 
afternoon, when the members of 
the Yishuv's Governing Council 
signed Israel's Declaration of 
Independence. It was a brief 
ceremony; the signers wanted 
to arrive home before Shabbat. 
Not all of them were pres-
ent; those from Jerusalem, for 
example, were trapped inside 
the city by the siege imposed 

THE FRONT PAGES from The Palestine Post and The New York Times from May 15, 1948. 

by Transjordan's Arab Legion. 
Cairo was equally sunny and 

equally joyous that spring day. 
The Egyptian Prime Minister 
led his country into war against 
the infantJewish State, promis
ing a massacre of its 650,000 
Jews by the combined strengths 
of 1.2 million Palestinian Arabs 
and millions of Arabs in adjoin
ing states and North Africa, 
who together would return Pal
estine to its rightful owners and 
end this latest intrusion of alien 
Western ways into the Arab 
Middle East. 

In Haifa the Union Jack was 
lowered as the last of the Brit
ish administrators and soldiers 
boarded ship and sailed for 
Blighty. 

In Washington, President 
Truman wasted no time in 
granting de facto recognition to 
Israel while the Soviet Union 
trumped his election year ace by 
extending de jure recognition. 

And, in Tel Aviv, the lovely 
weather turned ugly when the 
tranquil Shabbat morning was 
shaken first by the roar of Egyp
tian aircraft overhead and then 

Walk the Land 
with friends & neighbors to show 
solidarity with the State of Israel! 

Sunday, June 1 
A 10 a.m. 

Temple Torat Yisrael, Cranston , 
7 to Roger Williams Park 

FREE t-shirt, water bottle 
and sling bag to first 500 walkers! 
Register online at 
www.walktheland.org 
or 
Register at Temple Torat Yisrae l 
on June 1. 

Info: Karen Clarkson 
kclarkson@JFRl.org 
401 .42 1.4111 x. l 48 

Walk the Land is part of our ·-"Rhode Island Celebrates lsrael@60" 
community celebration. 

by the dropping of their bombs 
upon the hapless city. Some 
civilians died, a small fraction of 
the 1,600 Jews who perished in 
Israel's War oflndependence. 

The tasks facing the leaders of 
the new state were prodigious. 
The partition of Palestine had 
given them 55 percent of an 
already small country, most of 
that consisting of the Negev 
desert, which was intended for 
settlement by the hundreds 
of thousands of Jews waiting 
to enter from European and 
Muslim countries. It was an 

J ewish 

Federation ., 

REC:ISTER ONLINE, AMP YOU'LL BE ELl«;IBLE 
FOR 1 OF 10 f.llll. ROUNP-TRIP TICKETS 

TO ISRAEL FROM WALK THE LAMP! 

Rhode 

Island 
A J;lobll.l project of 

1'1111 /\l'IKHI l70U NDAT JO ~ 

elongated and thin territory, 
presenting extended front lines 
and long lines of supply to face 
the invading armies of Egypt, 
Transjordan, Syria and Leba
non, alongside units from other 
Arab states. 

Jerusalem was already isolated, 
and the Haganah required time 
to morph into the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF). But there was 
little time and mistakes were 
made, lives were lost as the 
process of state-creation during 
war proved more difficult than 
expected. Because the need 

for soldiers was so great, some 
immigrants actually went into 
battle the day after arrival with
out training or orientation. 

Israel's War oflndependence 
did not begin on May 15, 1948, 
but on November 30, 1947, the 
day after the partition resolution 
was voted upon by the U. N.'s 
General Assembly. By evening 
there took place Palestinian 
guerilla attacks on Jewish buses 
and villages throughout the 
land; serious fighting began in 

See IS RAEL, Page 37 

Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 
Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 

~ Prudential 
J Gammons Realty 

Exceeding 
your expectations 

401-374-3774 

~ E-mail: carols 1949@gmail.com 
O 2005, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real &tare Affiliates, Inc. 

Prudential is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Equal Hou51ng0pponunity 

from 

f@fwalca 
Keeping Industry Productive j 

Offices located in: 

Providence, Rhode Island 
Phone: 401•467-6500 

Monterey, Mexico 
(52) (81) 8647-7907 
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REPAINTED FROM BABAGANEWZ ISRAEL@60 

Let My People Go 
House arrest, economic persecution, and daily 
intimidation could not stop Soviet Jews from 
realizing their dream of aliyah. 

Bv MARK H. LEVINE 

BabagnNewz Editor 

WITH REPORTING 

BY ARYEH DEAN COHEN 

Yelena Dubiansky scribbled 
a warning on the yellow 
notepad she kept at all 

times on the kitchen table: "We 
can't talk about the Hebrew class 
in this apartment; it 's bugged1" 

For emphasis, the 42-year-old for
mer political science teacher un
derlined the words "it's bugged" 
and added an exclamation point. 

THE WALLS HAVE EARS 
Her guest, a young Jewish 
professional from Cleveland, Ohio, 
read the note and slopped talking 
mid-sentence. How st11pid of me, 
he thought. Sernrity is the first 
thing they explained d11ring my 
briefing. Before he left on his 
mission to Moscow, Jeremy 
Halperin had met with Soviet 
Jewry activists who warned him 
that the KGB-tl1e Soviet UQion's 
notorious secret police-were 
watching each of the refuseniks he 
would meet during his ten-day 
trip. His itinerary included 
bringing sidrl11rim (prayer books) 
and Hebrew grammar books to 
Moscow's veteran refuseniks, like 
Yelena, who had been refused 
permission to immjgratc to Israel 
for at least a dozen years. 

Yelena took Jeremy's arm and 
led him into the dimly lit hallway. 
For the first time, he noticed the 
gray paint peeling off the walls 
and the threadbare carpet on the 
floor. How did I miss these things 
when I arrived? he wondered. I 
must have been really nervous. But 
his security lapse inside the 
apartment awakened Jeremy to 
everything around him, including 
the dangers Yelena faced. I won't 

slip 11p again, he promised himself. 
There's too m11ch at stake. 

"Let's walk and talk;' Yelena 
said, smiling warmly. 

"I'm sorry. I hope I didn't put 
you in danger." 

"It's okay, Jeremy. I've lived 
with Big Brother watching me for 
12 years, ever since 
I applied for an ex.it 
visa in '76. But it 's 
a new experience 
for you; don't 
worry.', 

"Thanks," he 
said, relieved. ('And 
by the way," he 
added, hoping 
some good news 
would make up for 
his mistake, " I brought you a new 
map of Israel." 

"Sh-h-h:' Yelena cautioned. 
"Even these waJls have ears." 

A LIFE IN REFUSAL 
As they walked an1ong the birch 
trees that lined the street ou1side 
her apartment, Jeremy listened to 
Yelena describe her life in refusal. 
"It's a vicious circle," she sighed. " I 
apply for a job, even a low-level 
job, and then the authorities come 
and tell my boss I'm a refusenik. 
Soon, I'm fired and looking for 
work again. This is the plight of all 
refuseniks, not just me." She told 
Jeremy how her apartment had 
been searched twice, and how she 
and others had been placed under 
house arrest to prevent them from 
attending human rights 
demonstrations. "I can tell you that 
I don't remember a time when I 
haven't been frightened;' Yelena 
confessed, "especially because I -
don't know what they could do to 
me. Some refuseniks, like Anatoly 
Sharansky and Yuli Edelstein, were 
imp:isoned in the Gulag:' 

ALIYAH, AT LAST 
Her tale made Jeremy wonder: 
Would I stay Jewish in rhe face of 
government perseaition? The cold 
March wind matched his mood 
and stung his face. He was 
thankful when Yelena suggested 
they return home for tea. 

They heard the kettle whistling 
before they opened the door, and 
Yelena's daughter, Ina, greeted 
them with good news. 

"Mama, OVIR called. They 
said we're 
approved!" 

"What? Are you 
sure? Maybe it's a 
mistake, a-a-a 
trick." 

"No, Mama; it's 
official. A clerk 
called here ... from 
the Office of Visas 
and Registralion. 
were going to start 

a new life in Israel , Mama." 
The two women hugged each 

01her tig!itly, and then, they 
remembered Jeremy and hugged 
him too. 

"Let's ca ll everybody;' Yelena 
said, wiping tears from her face. 
But suddenly, as if her world had 
collapsed around her, she cried 
aloud: ''My family-my mom, 
my sister, my brother-what 
if I never see them again?" 

"You will, Mama. You 
will, I promise." 

FROM DARKNESS 
TO LIGHT 
The next several days passed 
in a blur. Yelena, her 
husband, and Ina hurriedly 
prepared to leave the Soviet 
Union. 

"Remember, two 
suitcases-nothing more," 
Yelena scolded her 
daughter. "We don't want 
to give the authorities any 
excuses to take us off the 
plane:' 

"They wouldn' t dare, 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN ISRAEL'S HISTORY 1968-2008 

This article is based on a true story. The character of Jeremy is fictional and 
represents the multitude of North American Jews who secretly met with Yelena. 

would they, Mama?" 
"They did with a few people, 

so leave nothing to chance." 
Friends came to their 

apartment to wish them well and 
drink /'!1ayi111. Jeremy, who had 
left to continue his meetings, 
returned the day Yelena departed. 
They said good-bye in her kitchen. 
lo Yelena's deligh1, he pulled a 
yellow notepad from his pocket. 

"Write me often!" he \VTOte. 
For emphasis, he underlined 
"often" and added an exclamation 
point. 

Yelena laughed. It was a deep, 
unrestrained laugh of joy. 

They left the darkness 
of the Soviet Union 
aboard a Russian 
plane, which 
took them to 
Vienna, Austria. 
From there, 
they boarded 
an El Al flight 

(Right) As a young 
J refusenik, Yelena 

was an outspoken 
member of Jewish 
Women Against 
Refusal. 

This story is excerpted from 
' Israel's Spirlt@60 1968-2008," 

a special edition of BabagaNewz 
Magazine in honor of lsrael@60. 
BabagaNewz is an award 
winning publication for Jewish 
students in 4th-7th grades. 
For more exciting lsrael@60 
content, visit babaganewz.com. 

to Israel, where reporters and 
friends greeted them at the 

airport. Before the first 
question could be asked, 

a child pushed his 
way tluough the 

crowd and handed 
Ina a box of 
strawberries. 
"Look, Mama;' 
she laughed. 
"It 's only April, 

(Above) Yelena 
today at her home 
in Rehovot 

I Reprialedfrom BabagaNewz 
magazine with permission 
fromTneAVICHAI Foufldation 
and Jewish family & Life! 
Visitthemonlineat 
babaganewz.comorcall 
800.434-3934 to subscribe. 

1969 1973 1978 1981 1984 1987 1993 1995 2005 2007 

Golda Meir becomes fllYpland Syria launch 
fiist female prime surprise attacks on 
minister in Israel; Israel on Yorn Kippur, 
18 families in So•et the holiest day of the 
Union ask U.N. and Jewish year. 
Israel to qelp them 
immigrate lo the 
JewGhstate. 

Prime Minister 
Menachem Be~n and 
President Anwar S.dat 
meet at camp Oa•d 
and agree on hislonc 
peace treaty, which G 
signed in 1979. 

Israel des~oys Iraqi 
nuclear reactor; Golan 
Law is passed, ~ving 
Israel sovereignty over 
Golan Heights. 

J'-wi,hFtd(r.1.t,on 
ofRho.lrl,/.ind 

Operation Moses Palestinian terrorism Yitzhak Rabin signs the Yitzhak Rabin ~ Israel evacuates Gaza; Hamas, a radical 
secret~ bnngs erupts in Gaza Strip Oslo Accords, granting assassmared by a Robert Aumann wins Islamic tem>nst 
approximate~ 7,000 and West Bank, Palestinians limited Jewish radical. Nobel Pnze in organization, 
Je.,; lrom Ethiopia to launching what autonomy in Gaza and economics, joining overthrows the 
Israel. The operation is becomes known as the the West Bank. fellow Israeli laureates Palestinian Aulhonty in 
revealed in early 1985. Intifada; notable ofthe21st centu~. Gaza Strip and 

"refuseniks," including Aaron Ciechanover and launches rockets dai~ 
Ida Nude!, are released Avram Heishko intolscael. 
by Soviet Union; first (chemist~. 2004). and 
heart transplant is Daniel Kahneman 
pelf011T1ed in ~rael. (economics,.2002). 

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

FRIDAY New Meadow Road, Bar- students 
rington WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 

April18 MORE INFO: For information and Ave., Providence 

Real Estate Insight 
reservations call the temple at WHEN: 3:30 - 5:45 p.m. 

Loc_al real estate expert Sally 245-6536 MORE INFO: Call 508) 648-9516 
Lapides will answer questions or e-mail Ap1awson2@aol.com 
about the current real estate TUESDAY K'Tantan Shabbat market 

Worship for families with young 
WHEN: 2p.m. April 22 children, toddlers-first grade. 
WHERE: Brightview Commons, Men's Seder WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 

57 Grande Ville Court, South Haggadah-based exploration of Orchard Ave., Providence 
Kingstown contemporary men's issues 

WHEN:6p.m. 
MORE INFO: 789-8777 WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard St., Providence MORE INFO: Call 331-6070 

SUNDAY WHEN:7 p.m. 

SUNDAY COST: $25 
April20 MORE INFO: Call 331-6070 April 27 Community Seder 

WHEN:6p.m. THURSDAY 
Mark Binder 

WHERE: Temple Etz Cha im, 
Book singing by local author of 

Franklin, Mass. April 24 
his new book, "The Brothers 
Schlemiel" 

MORE INFO: 508-528-5337 WHERE: Barrington Books, Bar-
Community Seder Mark Binder rington Shopping Center, off 
WHEN:6 p.m. Book signing by local author of Rte. 114 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, Cranston his new book, "The Brothers WHEN:2p.m. 
Schlemiel." 

COST: $20 adults, $14 children Sisterhood Book Group 
ages 10-11 , $11 , children ages WHERE: Books on the Square, Important Jewish women in 
6-9, $5, children 5 and under Wayland Square, Providence biblical history. Lilah, A Forbid-

MORE INFO: 942-8350 WHEN: 7 p.m. den Love, A People's Destiny by 
Marek Halter. All are welcome 

Community Seder 
FRIDAY WHEN: 9:30- 11 :00 a.m. Passover Seder for the communi-

ty. No cost, bring your own main WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
course and something to share. April 25 1-Jew Meadow Road, Bar-
Reservations required. Open House rington, RI 

WHEN: 6:30 p.m. Friday School will hold an open MORE INFO: Call the temple at 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 house for parents, prospective 245-6536 

Who is honored? One who 
honors everyone. -AvoT 4.1 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer will soon 

end his long rabbinic tenure at 

Temple Emanu-El in order to 

pursue teaching and educational 

consulting. His presence at 

Emanu-El and throughout the 

whole community has invigorated 

and enriched both our spiritual 

and cultural life. 

Add your voice in expressing 

your respect for Rabbi Kaunfer 

with your submission to a special 

tribute journal. Proceeds from the 

journal will enable us to est~blish 

a dedicated endowment fund 

at Emanu-EI in Rabbi Kaunfer's 

honor as a permanent legacy to 

the ideals for which he stands. 

For more details about the journal 

and the June Ist tribute event at 

Temple Emanu-EI, call the Temple 

at 33 I -1616 or visit our website at 

www.teprov.org. 

MONDAY 
April 28 
Field of Flags 
Hillel will create a field of flags to 
commemorate Holocaust Memo-
rial Day. 

WHERE: Hammerschlag Mall, 
University oi Rhode Island 
campus 

WHEN: 9 a.m., flag planting 
begins 

MORE INFO: (401) 874-2740 

WEDNESDAY 
April30 
Yam HaShoah 
Interfaith Holocaust memorial 
service, with focus on kinder 
transport children 

WHERE: Temple Emanu-EI, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331 -1616 

Yam HaShoah 
Hol.ocaust memorial service 

WHERE: Torat Yisrael 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. 

Brown/RISD Hillel annual 
meeting 
Voice & Herald columnist and 
Brown Professor Al an Zuckerman 
to speak 

WHERE: Hillel House, 80 Brown 

St., Providence 

WHEN: 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 

FRIDAY 
May2 
Yam HaShoah 
Reflections on Darfur, Scott War
ren, director of STAND 

WHERE: Cong. Agudas Achim, 
901 No. Main St. Attleboro. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. (preceded by 
family service, 5:45 p.m.; din
ner at 6:30 p.m.) 

MORE INFO: (508) 222-2243 

Simchat shabbat 
Service for young families, din
ner and interactive kid-friendly 
service 

WHERE: Temple To rat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. 

COST: $10 per family, RSVP to 

785-1800 by April 29. 

Scholar-in-residence 
Rabbi Dennis Ross will speak on 
stem cell research 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd ., Barrington 

WHEN7: p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call 245-6536 

See CALENDAR, Page 30 

EJ's Custom Tailoring and Men's Wear 
162 Atwood Ave., Cranston 

401-464-6417 i'\\\Ofu\\lt __________________ ____ ] 
: All Your Clothing Needs : 
1 

• Mens and Ladies Alterations 1 

• Leather Repair 
• Suits 

1lfastei· Tailol' with 30 years expeiience 
Quality Clothing Demands Quality Tailo1ing· 

Men's & Ladies Alterations 
Custom Suits & Clothing 

Sales, Service, & Rentals of Scales & Material Handling 

CENTRAL SCALE CO. 
Scale & Caster House of Southern New England 

Wishing You and Your Family 
Ajoyous Passover 

2027 Elmwood Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 467-7500 
Fax• (401) 785-0010 



Providence, RI 02906 

lhi{_.Librao 
JEWISH BEDTIME STOR.IES & So CS FOR. FAMILI ES 

Looking for the perfect 
Passover gift? 

Re-enroll your child in the PJ Library for the next 
twelve months and continue to receive a high 
quality children 's book or CD each month , from 
the age of six months to six years. 

The PJ Library is free for the first year and $18 for 
the second year. PJ Library is coordinated by the 
Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island, and 
funded by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation , the 
Jewis h Federat ion of Rhode Island and local 
funders, it's a gift th at w ill nou rish Jewish life from 
the start. 

For mo re informat ion on PJ Li brary, contact N icole 
Katzman, PJ Library Coordinator at 401.331.0956 
x180 or nkatzm an@bjeri .org or vis it www. bjeri.org. 

RHO D E l SLAND F RIEN DS OF 
IIE Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

130 Sessions Street 

..... ~~;~~(~~g A partner agency of 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

• Friendly Staff 

• Interior & Exterior 
Detailing 

• Best Equipment 

• Premium Soaps, Wax 
and Conditioners 

$2.00 OFF I 

Any Car Wash 
Package 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Any Supreme 
Wash Package 

t • • I I: 

previously "North Main Street Car Wash" 
(4 blocks north of Whole Foods) 
985 North Main Street 
Providence, RI 02914 
401 -331 -8996 

FULL SERVICE 
CARWASH 

I With Purchase of Rapid Buff 

I Package (reg. $44.95) (includes Full 
Service Wash, Wax and Buff I Exterior, Tire Shine) 

I Full Service Car Wash is 
I Free on yout next visit 

(1 mile north of Garden City Shops) 
580 Reservoir Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02910 
401-46 HJ030 

Receive 3 Free Full 
Service Car Wash 
Package Coupons 



PAGE 22 Jewish Voice & Herald April 18, 2008 

lsrael@60 Calendar 
., y 

April 28 

T )AY 
May3 
Life in the IDF 

T 

May4 

T 'DNESDAY 

May7 
Emunotes Free Israel Movie Night 

"Jellyfish," and discussion with 
author and filmmaker, Etgar Keret 

A special shabbat morning service 
Personal Reminiscences on 
Israel The singing troupe, Emunotes, from 

the Emunah Center, a residential 
and day facility for at-risk teens, will 
provide an evening of Israeli danc
ing and singing. 

WHERE: Brown-RI SD Hillel, 80 
Brown St, Providence 

WHEN:8p.m. 

MORE INFO: www.brownh1llel.org. 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m. 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St, Warwick 

MORE INFO: Call 463-7944 
or e-mail cantorrick@ 

templeamdavid.org. 

GesherCity RI invites you to 
celebrate Israel's 60th in style at ... 

Journalist and Voice & Herald col
umnist Yehuda Lev shares stories 
from the earliest days of Israel. 
Presented by Hadassah. 

WHEN: 1 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston 

MORE INFO: E-mail wbs24@aol. 
com. 

,-- --

WHEN:8p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgove Ave., 
Providence 

MORE INFO: call 861-8800, ore
mail or ssuls@jccri.org. 

~ --... - Just right. .. 
• in blue and white 

Too Little 

Saturday, MaY 10 
a:3opro - 12:ooaro 

Too Much 

The Gallery at 17 PecK 
Downtown Providence 

GesherCity Rhode Island 
Til e capita l of the local .#wlsfl scene. 

► Live Acoustic set by: Dan Mills 
► Desserts Catered by: Andy Lunique 
► Complimentary Beer & Wine 

Some of Israel's finest vineyards 
► Guest Appearances 
► Raffle with great prizes 

Trinity Rep tickets 
JCCRI personal train ing 
Restaurant gift certificates 
... and more 

Contact Jacob, at jbrier@jccri.org or 
401.861.8800 ext.124, for more information 
or to get on the guest list. 

Only $18 in advance ($20 at the door) 
*First 50 registrants receive a gift bag 

)), -~af@ This event was made possible by a grant from the Jewish Wl Federation of Rhode Island 
GesherCity RI is funded by an a/location from the JFRI 
and is housed at the JCCRI 

THE EMUNOTES, a teen sing
ing trou pe from t he Af ula/ 
Gilboa region, wi ll perform on 
Wednesday, May 7, at 8 p.m. at 
t he JCCRI. 

/t.1ultt Mu£v 
PhD, MSW, LICSW 

General Psychotherapy 

10 Elmgrove Avenue 

Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 228-7036 

(401) 228-7037 fax 

Grief a[_ Loss 
Chronic Illness 

Depression 
Caregiving 

Life Transitions 

Rentals • Sales 
Matching 

Landlords & Tenants 
Buyers & Sellers 

Samsonrealty.com 

40 I 454-5454 
346 Wickenden St. 

Walk-Ins Welcome 

www.jvhri.org 

YovR ONLY RHODE lsLA!'\D 

JEWISH N EWSPAPER 

ONLINE. 

VISIT IT OFTE:X. 
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On the sweet side: Kugels, cookies from Fishbein 
Bv MARYLYN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.rg 

THIS RECIPE, from 
Susie Fishbein's "Pass
over by Design," would 

make a good side dish for 
roast chicken, or, in a pinch, 
could serve as an afternoon 
snack with tea for unexpected 
company or as a dessert. 

CRANBERRY PINEAPPLE KUGEL 

PARVE INGREDIENTS: 

Cranberry base 
Nonstick cooking spray 
4 cups matzah farfel 
1/3 cup sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 (16 oz.) can whole berry 

cranberry sauce 
2/3 cup vegetable oil 
1/4 cup orange juice 

P INEAPPLE TOPPING: 

4 large eggs, lightly beaten 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
1/4 cup potato starch 
1 (20 oz. can crushed pine

apple, drained) 

METHOD: 

Preheat oven to 350. H eavily 
spray a 10-inch springform pan 
with nonstick spray. P lace the 
farfel into a large strainer or col
ander, wet under running water 
and drain. 

In a large bowl mix farfel, 
sugar, cinnamon, cranberry 
sauce, oil and 

orange juice. Combine with a 
wooden spoon and press into the 
prepared pan. 

In a medium bowl, wh isk the 
eggs and sugar. Add the oi l, 
potato starch and pineapple, pour 
over the cranberry base. 

Bake, uncovered, for 50 
minutes. Run a knife or spatula 
around the edge to loosen the 
kugel. (12 servings) 

}ELLY THUMBPRINT COOKJES 

makes 30 cookies 
Dairy or parve 
A change from the ubiquitous 

Passover macaroons 
Ingredients: 

1 cup sugar 
1 cup (2 sticks) butter or parve 

margarine 
3 large egg yolks 
Zest of 1 large lemon 
11/4 cups matzah cake meal 
3/4 cups potato starch 
1/4 tsp. salt 
sugar 
Jam, flavor of your choice 

Method: 
Preheat oven to 350 F. Cover 

two cookie sheets with parch
ment paper. Set aside. 

In the bowl of a stand mixer, 
cream the butter or margarine 
and sugar until fluffy. Add the 
egg yolks and beat in the lemon 
zest. 

Sprinkle in the cake meal, 
potato starch and salt. Blend 
well. 

CRANBERRY PINEAPPLE KU GEL is sweet accompaniment for dinner 
or a snack with tea. 

w w 
~ 
~ 

w w 
~ 
~ 

w w 
~ 
~ 

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE 
Monday-Friday Only* 

ANY BREAKFAST ITEM 
or ANY LUNCH ITEM 

BREAKFAST 
M·F BAM · 11:30 

LUNCH 12-5 

Caffe Dolce Vita 331 -8240 .. , . 

~ 
~ m 
m 
~ 
~ m 
m 
~ 
~ m 
m 

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 

Place about 1/2 cup sugar into a 
small bowl. Drop rounded table
spoons of dough into the sugar. 
Shake the bowl so the dough is 
coated with sugar. Re-form into 
balls and drop onto the cookie 
sheet. Leave room between cook
ies for spreading. When sheet is 
full, use your thumb to make an 
indentation in the center of each 
cookie. Fill each with about 1/4 
tsp. jam. (Susie says you can also 
use a few chocolate chips on each.) 

Bake for 12 minutes. Cool 
completely and use a thin-bladed 
spatula to remove cookies. 

(Note: If you don't have parch
ment paper, you can spray a 
cookie sheet with vegetable oil.) 

JELLY THUMBPRINT COOKIES would be fun to make with the 
smaller chefs in the house. 

My family and I believe in the value of Jewish 
education and that's why Town makes this offer. 

TOWN WINE & SPIRITS 
will donate 10% of the amount of your 

Passover wine purchase to the local Jewish 
educational institution of your choice. 

KOSHER WINES ARE 
WORLD-CLASS WINES! 

DOMAIN du CASTEL BLANC du CASTEL 
Judea Hills Israel 
PARKER: 91 points 

Again this year, Town Wine & Spirits has the outstanding selection 
of fabu lous Kosher for Passover wines from Israel, the USA, France, 
Australia, Italy, New Zealand, Chile, Spain and South Africa. No one 
can serve your needs for Kosher for Passover beverages better than 

Town Wine & Spirits. We have the best selection, the best service, the 
best prices and even available delivery! 

From my family to your family, our best wishes fo r a Happy Passover. 
Elliott Fishbein 

179 Newport Avenue, East Providence 
401-434-4563 Fax: 401-434-0230 

Delivery Available in Rhode Island All Major Credit Cards 
Open Sunday 12 -5 

View our entire Kosher for Passover wine selection on 
our web site at www.townwineandspirits.com 
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The great debate: 
sinkers vs. floaters 

Bv ROBYN DoLGIN 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

CHEF Jeffrey 
Nathan is amply 
qualified to settle 
a culinary debate 

that surfaces at the seder table 
annually. It is called the great 
matzah ball question: Which 
is better, sinkers or floaters? 

Nathan does not wish to 
engage in a matzah ball face
off, but his credentials reign 
supreme as the first kosher 
gourmet chef to host a national 
PBS television show, New 
Jewish Cuisine. But he con
cedes that nothing is actu-
ally written in stone about 
the age-old matzah ball. 

So which is better? Nathan, 
for all his culinary sophis
tication, defers to his Bubbe 
(grandmother) who wasn't just 
someone who fiddled in the 
kitchen, but a family matriarch 
who infused in him a love fo r 
the art of cooking. It seems 
Bubbe turned out a dumpling 
that hearkened back to the 
family's ancestral days in the 
shtetls of Eastern Europe: the 
classic featherweight floater. 
As history tells it, the knaidl 
(Yiddish for dumpling) first 
appeared on the seder menu in 
the early (repeat early) Middle 

PBS chef Jeff Nathan weighs in on matzah balls 
Ages in Germany. Abigael's in New 

Still, some things York). It's these recipes 
don't change. In fact, that made his book, 
Nathan asks rhetori- Adventures in Jewish 
cally: "Why change Cooking, a bestseller. 
something that is so And yet Nathan holds 
easy to make and so fast to the traditional 
delicious to eat?" Not knaidl recipe: eggs, 
to put too fine a point matzah meal and fat 
on it, Nathan adds, - either chicken or oil 
"I don't understand - and seasonings. He 
why some cooks try is even unabashed in 
to change a tried- pointing home cooks 
and-true recipe. Why in the direction of 
make fancy substi- kosher instant mixes 
tutions like using (Manischewitz and 
seltzer instead of Streichers) that are 
water?" Really! This practically an Ameri-
from a chef who took can-Jewish institution. 
the classic haroset "They are very, very 
recipe of diced apples, good. The directions 
ground nuts and wine are so simple . There 
and elevated it to is very little room for 
an art form, with a mistakes," he says. 
mango-date inspired How can you 
version that led one improve on perfec-
PBS viewer to gush tion? In this case 
"to die for." Hyper- Photo by Alan Richard50n Nathan offers two tips 
bole aside, Nathan JEFF NATHAN in the kitchen of his restaurant, for enhancing, not 

Abigael's, in New York City. observed wryly that altering, the recipe 
"just because haroset is he grew to appreciate 
supposed to remind us "Nathan has shaped a career during his formative 
of the bricks and mor- f years in Qyeens, New 
tars of Jewish enslave- by pioneering makeovers O York. He allows the 

ment, it doesn't have to kosher classics. II mixed ingredients to 
look like mud." ____________________ refrigerate an additional 

In fact, Nathan has hour and then simmers, 
with strawberry marsala com-

shaped a career by pioneering not boils, the matzah balls for 
Pote or matzah Napoleon with 

makeovers of kosher classics, 15 to 20 minutes with the lid 
white chocolate mousse. (For 

now hard to recognize as the a more exotic list see the menu on the pot. He does not wish to 
Passover (flourless) banana cake get into a matzah-ball face off 

at Nathan's kosher restaurant, 

and adds one suggestion to pro
duce a pleasing, dense version: 
substitute whole-wheat matzah 
for matzah meal. 

That leaves one question 
afloat: Is bigger better? Or is 
this trend simply another sign 
of the fattening of America? 
Nathan admits the evolution 
of the matzah ball reflects 
the unprecedented abundance 
enjoyed by Jews today, and 
increased size is one more indi
cator of the good life experi
enced by Jews in America. But, 
in a word, Nathan says, "No," 
two medium-size balls are just 
as delicious as one behemoth 
mouthful. 

Meanwhile, more redux 
recipes keep coming down 
the pike, and it's clear you 
don't have to be Jewish to love 
matzah balls. Some American 
chefs are throwing tradition 
out the window, along with the 
chicken fat, and whipping up 
low-fat matzah balls (no oil and 
whipped egg whites), as well 
as making exotic dumplings 
with ingredients our impover
ished ancestors in the ghettos 
of Europe had never dreamed 
of: powdered ginger, ground 
almonds and Middle Eastern 
seasonings of cumin, turmeric 
and saffron. 

Nathan has nothing against 
these versions and even says he's 

See NATHAN, Facing Page 

• -l01 elmgrove a\ e 
J~~ orov1dence n 02903 

summ r 
2008 

If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

s1-1• OFF 
June 23 - August 29 

10 weeks of camp 

Ages 2 -16 

CIT program for 12+ 

Over 20 specialty camps 

n 

Great staff-to-camper ratio 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 

Lynda Adler 
Director of Cattring Sales 
781.871.1364 
info@PrcmnderKosherCatering.com 

PROVENDER 
A Kosher Catering Company 

ChJinspituf cuisine • C/eganl 

(;fatt koshet • :fine dining at its best 
www.ProvenderKosherCate.ring.com 
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Dishes inspired by his 
love of Jewish-Italian 

cooking 

Potenza shares Pesach recipes 
1 lb. white mushrooms 10 minutes. Transfer ,----------------.,.,.--,-,......,..=-=:--=----, 

LOCAL and interna
tional chef/ restaurateur 
Walter Potenza is very 

interested and knowledgeable 
about the history of the Jews in 
Italy and Jewish-Italian cook
ing and collects recipes, which 
he kindly shares with us. Here 
are some d ishes for the rest of 
the week during Passover. 

MATZAH,TURKEYAND 
VEGETABLE SAVORY TORTE 

Serves 6-8 
"A Sephardic layered savory 

pie; every Sephardim in Italy 
makes a different one depending 
on the area. Used on Passover, 
but can be a great alternative for 
using up leftovers. It can also 
be made with chicken or veal." 

Ingredients: 
6 Tblsps. extra virgin olive 

oil or more as needed 
2 cups white onions, minced 
2 garlic cloves, minced 

6 leaves white Swiss chard to a mixing bowl. 
or fresh spinach, julienned 4) If turkey is 

1 lb. (2 cups) fresh cooked uncooked, poach in one 
turkey, coarsely chopped, cup of chicken broth for 
poached if not already cooked four minutes. Strain, 

Salt and pepper to taste reserve broth and allow 
1 cup fresh fl.at leaf to cool while adding 

parsley, chopped the turkey, parsley and 
4 eggs, lightly beaten eggs to the vegetable 
pinch of fresh thyme, mixture. Season to taste 

finely chopped with the salt and pepper 
6 matzahs, soaked in 1 cup and combine well. 

chicken broth or more as needed 5) In a separate 
6 asparagus spears, bowl mix the pre-cut 

tender part, cut into hard-boiled eggs and 
½- to 1-inch pieces asparagus together 

2 hardboiled eggs, and lightly season 
shelled and cubed. with salt and thyme. 

· Directions: Reserve for later use. 
Preheat oven to 375 F. 6) Break matzahs into 
1) In a large skillet heat good-size pieces and dip 

olive oil for three minutes over into the cooled stock 
medium heat. Saute onion and until well moistened 
garlic until soft and translu- but not falling apart. 
cent, about five minutes. 7) Stir 1 tsp. potato 

2) Add the mushrooms, cook starch into reserved broth, 
for three minutes, add the chard bring to a boil and cook 
or spinach and blend well. until thickened. Blend 
3) Allow mixture to release into the turkey mixture. 
liquid, which will take about 8) Brush olive oil over the 

NATHAN: Great Matzah ball debate 

From Previous Page 

"guilty" of making a dense 
matzah ball, which he prefers 
to think of as more of an 
hors d'oeuvre - in the class 
of a gnocchi, where he can 
go wild with pressed garlic, 
potatoes, fl.our, parmesan 
cheese, etc. 

Being 

Nathan says his Bubbe 
instilled in him a passion 

· for cooking and taught him 
what Jewish food is really 
all about. 

That translates to mean 
it doesn't matter whether 
Nathan is following in his 

a practi-
cal chef, 
Nathan has 
struck that 
fine balance 
between 
upholding 

"That leaves one question 
afloat: Is bigger better? Or 
is this trend simply another 

sign of the fattening of 

tradition 
and know-
ing when to 
veer off the 
culinary course established 
by our ancestors. Initially 

America?" 

ancestors' footsteps or paving 
new in-roads as a kosher 
gourmet, he views the culi-

nary arts as one more 
way "to "celebrate Jewish life." 

R obyn Dolgin is a former 
reporter far the USA Today 
owned newspaper, Ihe Desert 
Sun in Palm Springs. Today 
she works as a freelance writer 
and most enjoys covering busi
ness and off-the-beaten track 
feature articles. She lives with 
her husbanrj in Santa Monica, 
California. 

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 
The Dickens Family of 
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Everyone reads us! 

inside of a 14-inch terra-cotta 
oven pot or a baking dish. 

9) Lay pieces of matzah in 
one layer to fit in terra cotta pot 
or baking dish. Spread half of 
the turkey mixture over and top 
with another layer of matzah. 
Spread on rest of turkey mixture 
and top with rest of matzah. 
Brush rest of olive oil over 
matzah and top with aspara
gus, hard-boiled egg and thyme 
mixture, spreading evenly. 

10) Bake for 15-20 min
utes until nicely browned 
and crispy on top. Cool 
10 minutes and serve. 

TONNO FRESCO [N AGRODOLCE 

(Fresh tuna with sweet 
and sour sauce) 

Serves 4 
Ingredients: 

1/4 cup raisins 
4 tuna steaks, 8 oz. each 
1/4-cup potato starch 

or matzah meal 
1 cup extra-virgih olive oil 
1 large onion, minced 
1 cloves garlic, minced 
1/4 cup pine nuts 

History, 
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R cipes of 
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ltali/Jn Colonies 

Walter Potenza 

1 Tblsp. salted capers, rinsed 
1/3 cup green olives 
1 lb. tomatoes, peeled, 

seeded and chopped 
2 bay leaves 
Salt and pepper to taste. 

Preparation: 
Soak the raisins in water to 

cover for 30 minutes, drain. 
Heal oil in a large frying pan. 
Dredge the tuna steaks in starch 
or matzah meal. Shake off the 
excess and season with salt and 
pepper. Fry in a single layer until 
golden on both sides, turning 
once. Remove to a terra cotta 
casserole or a baking dish. 

Add the onion, garlic, pine 
nuts, capers, olives and raisins 
to the oil in the pan. Cook 
until the onion is wilted and 
aromatic, about five min
utes. Drain off excess oil. 

Stir in the tomatoes, salt 
and pepper, bring to a boil, 
cover and cook for 10 minutes. 
Preheat the oven to 400 F. 
Spoon the tomato sauce over 
fish, add the bay leaves and bake 
for 15 minutes. Serve hot. 
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Large family seders at a rented hall 
Remembering 

when more than 
60 members of 

the Ci/stein 'tribe' 
_celebrated Passover 

together 
Bv BARBARA R EFFKIN 

breffkin@;fri.org 

committee," voting, and planning be "talent shows" at which my 
the family picnic, Hanukkah uncle would entertain us with 
party, or seder. This tradition his dummy, "Rusty Ruggles." 
was passed down to us grand- The grandchildren would play 
children, and for many years, we their instruments of the year, or 
held the "cousins club," where sing and dance. The audience's 
the six youngest played cards, responses ranged from clapping 
took minutes and dues, laughed, and enjoying a performance, to 
and were generally goofy. good-natured teasing. Once, 

As our family continued to when one cousin took the stage 
grow, we outgrew the space in my with his clarinet, another cousin 
aunt's basement where our seders disrupted the show by urging the 
were first held. We rented halls to audience to "throw him a fi sh!" 

GROWING UP, it never accommodate the more than 60 So there we were: three 
occurred to me that people who attended the seder. generations of Gilsteins. My 
my family's Passover Everyone would cook their grandparents were steadfast in 

traditions were unique. In fact, specialty, and on the day of seder, their commitment to keep our 
it wasn't until later in life when the women (consisting of my family together. As a teenager, 
I spoke with friends about their grandmother's generation, my I can remember visiting my 
traditions, that I realized just aunts, and the grandchildren grandfather in the hospital after 
how different mine really were. - if it was a weekend or school one of his many heart attacks (too 

My maternal grandparents, vacation) would meet early in much chicken fat!) One of his 
like many others of their gen- the morning at the rented hall, sons happened to call and suggest 

eration, immigrated ----------------------- that they skip the 
to the United States family meet-
in the early 1900s. I "Our seders represented much ing that month. 

grew up hearing my more than a ceremony and meal. It Without miss-
grandfather's tales of ing a beat, my 
escape from the Rus- represented a family - unique in these grandfather vehe-

sian army, and how he times - making a point of maintaining mently rejected 
was able to send for his that proposal. 
wife and son shortly the tradition of being together." As the years 
after he arrived in went by (more 
America. My grand- wi·th h fcl th d than 30) my ac angeo o esan 
Parents worked hard and raised mother's generation took on food to prepare for the meal. 
seven children. And, when all Th the responsibility of maintain-ere would be non-stop cook-
of their children began start- l cl ing our family's close relation-ing, setting tab es, an , oh yes, 
ing families of their own, the I f , ,, A th ship. As my generation began ots o ' kibitzing. s e years 
elders began to call "family working and starting our own went by, we acquired linens and 
meetings" in an effort to keep l families, the seders became more p ace settings that were used only 
their growing family together. on Passover_ needless to say, and more di~cult to arr!nge 

The "Gilstein Family Circle" - as most of the women were we had the system down pat. 
met each month. I remember The elder men ran the seder working outside of the home. 
these meetings as being a mix of h Our seders represented much w en I was young, and it 
"family business" and comedy. more than a ceremony and meal. remained that way for many 
I can still see the oversized can It represented a family- unique years - until the grandchil-
oflox and mounds of bagels, cl in these times - making a ren dared to express women's 
and I can still hear laughing, h point of maintaining the tradi-rig ts and requested to take 
aro,1ing, and J·oking. But what tion of being together. I am 

o - part in the ritual. And, to top 
stands out most is the atten- so fortunate to have grown up that off, we demanded that 
tion to the business at hand. with cousins (there are 10 of the men help with clean-up! 

A sample agenda consisted For the "entertainment" por-
of dues, minutes, the "sunshine tion of the seder, there would 
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THE COUSINS' CLUB of the Gilstein tribe at a Seder 
during the 1960s. 

THE ELDER BROTHERS AND SISTER of the Gilsteins. 
From left, Irving, Harry, Sarah and Aaron Gilstein. 

HYMIE RICHMOND, right, presents a traditional bottle of schnapps 
to Aar.on Gilstein, the family patriarch, at the family seder in 1967. 
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PASSOVER 

From Page 1 

,xcept Rebecca Schlemiel 
i an impossible time tell-
; right from left. She'd set 
:m down, turn around for a 
>ment, and by the time she 
,ked back, she felt certain 
it some impish demon must 
ve switched the two boys. 
When they were a year old, 
eir grandmother Ruth sug
sted tying a piece of string 
ound one boy's wrist. If 
,ly they'd thought of that 
oner! It was decided that, 
the oldest, Abraham would 

,ve the honor of wearing the 
·acelet. But have you ever 
ied to tie a string to a wrig
.ing toddler? And five minutes 
'ter the string was secured, 
,mehow it was gone. A new 
:ring was tied, but even in his 
.eep, Abraham managed to slip 
,ose. That project was aban
oned the morning that Jacob 
rent to the crib and found both 
oys giggling happily with 
trings on all four wrists. 
As they learned to walk 

hey were inseparable. They 
tood up together, took three 
teps together, and fell down 
:ogether. If one bumped his 
1ead, both howled. And they 
oved to climb. Everyo_ne in 
Jhelm got in the habit of 
;aying, "Abraham, Adam, get 
:!own from that table ... that 
: hair ... that book shelf!" 

Every so often, Rabbi Kibbitz 
would pull one or the other 
aside, and ask, "Are you Adam 
or Abraham?" 

"Yes," the boy would smile. 
«I am." 

It wasn't until the Passover 
after their fifth birthday that 
the boys themselves real-
ized that they had something 
of a problem. You see, at the 
Passover seder it is traditional 
for the youngest child to recite 
the Four Qiestions. Abraham's 
and Adam's befuddled parents 
assumed that the boys would 
sing together. But everyone 
in Chelm, including the boys 
themselves, knew that Adam 
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QUESTION: With twins, who reads the Four Questions? 
Schlemiel was 12 hours 
younger than Abraham 
- and therefore only he 
was entitled to ask the 
questions. 

About a week before 
Passover, the arguments 
began. 

"I think that I should 
say the four que.stions," 
said one boy. 

"Me too," replied his 
brother. 

"You think I should 
say them?" said the first. 
"Good!" 

"No," answered the 
second. "I think I should 
say them." 

"But I'm Adam!" 
"I ~~ought you were Abra

ham. 
"You're Abraham." 
"No, I'm Adam!" 
It was the first time that they 

actually came to blows. Their 
mother hurried over to pull 
them apart. 

"Abraham, Adam, 
stop that!" she said. 

Mark Binder, author and storyteller 

both boys denied being Abra
ham. This wasn't just malicious 
mischief. The truth was that 
neither boy was certain who he 
was. 

On one level, they had always 
heard their names spoken 
together as "Abrahamand
adam." On another level, they 
had sometimes answered to the 

has often been asked, 
"When does identity 
begin? When does the 
child recognize that it is 
an individual and not an 
extension of its mother?" 
For the brothers Schle
miel, individuality 
came on the eve of that 
Passover Seder. 

The feast was held at 
Grandfather Shmuel 
and Grandmother 
Esther's house. Only 
four of Rebecca's six 
sisters and their fami-
lies were coming this 
year, so there was a 

little bit of elbow room at the 
table . Still, Rebecca and Jacob 
thought that it was best if the 
twins were separated on oppo
site sides of the table, to prevent 
kicks, elbows, and pinches from 
disrupting the service. 

For his part, Jacob hoped 

"I'm Adam!" both 
boys shouted simul
taneously. 

"The room fell quiet. No one 
dared even to breathe. The two 

"You're Adam?" 

that Rebecca's newest nephew, 
Moishe, who was by all 
reports a "remarkable 
and intelligent boy," 
would be able to recite 
the questions and thus 
avoid the impending 
conflict. brothers looked at each other 

Rebecca asked the 
boy on her left. He 
nodded. 

"What about you?" 
she asked the other. 
''Are you Adam?" 

across the table, their faces 
carved in impassive stone. The 

candles flickered. The roast in the 

Unfortunately, even if 
the boy was a one-year
old linguistic genius, 
Moishe was fast asleep 
in his mother's arms. 

This boy nodded as 
well. 

"Then where is 
Abraham?" Rebecca Schlemiel 
shouted in a panic. 

"I've lost my oldest child!" 
Anywhere else such a reac

tion would have brought heal
ing laughter into the room. In 
Chelm, however, such remarks 
are taken seriously. A search 
party was organized, and it was 
only after Adam and Adam 
had gone to bed that Jacob 
and Rebecca Schlemiel were 
relieved to count two sleeping 
boys instead of just one. 

And the next morning, the 
search parties went out again as 

oven grew drier." 

individual names whimsically 
and indiscriminately. If Grand
mother Esther offered Adam 
a treat, both shot forward, 
but if Grandfather Shmuel 
had a chore for Adam, neither 
responded. And sometimes, 
when neither punishment nor 
reward was offered, whichever 
boy was closest replied. 

Even when they talked it was 
often simultaneous, both boys 
speaking like a Greek chorus, 
or with one finishing the other's 
sentence, as if they knew each 
other's thoughts completely. It 

Rebecca was worried 
for a different reason. If 
both boys really thought 
that they were Adam, 

then might they not both grow 
up as Adam? Then what would 
happen to her oldest son, Abra
ham? W ould he simply vanish 
as ifhe had never existed? 

The early blessings and songs 
went smoothly. H ands were 
washed, wine was drunk, and 
the tale of the Exodus from 
Egypt began to unfold. 

Grandfather Shmuel, as the 
leader of the service, was seri
ously considering skipping the 
Four Qiestions entirely. The 
last thing that he wanted was a 
long and drawn-out argument 

that made dinner come even 
later. He came to the page in 
the Haggadah and said, "Let's 
speed this up a bit and move 
along to ... OUCH!" 

Grandmother E sther had 
kicked him under the table. He 
looked at her, she stared him 
down, and he said, "All right. 
Fine. Who's going to read the 
Four Qiestions?" 

All eyes turned to the twins. 
"Maybe they both can read 

them together," said Grand
mother Ruth. 

"Or take turns," added 
Grandmother Esther. 

"No!" both boys stood up. 
"Only one. The youngest reads 
the Four Qiestions." 

Grandfather Shmuel rubbed 
his forehead and closed his eyes. 
Oy! 

He felt a headache coming 
on. 

The room fell quiet. No one 
dared even to breathe. The two 
brothers looked at each other 
across the table, their faces 
carved in impassive stone. The 
candles flickered. The roast in 
the oven grew drier. 

And then . .. without them 
saying a word to each other, it 
was decided. 

Abraham sat down, and 
Adam remained standing. 

They looked at each other 
again . A feeling of sadness 
filled 

their eyes with tears. 
Abraham nodded at his 

brother, and in a voice sweet 
enough for two, Adam began 
to chant the Hebrew, "Mah 
nishtannah ha-lailah hazeh ... " 

In his seat, Abraham 
mouthed the words, but his 
voice was silent. 

Mark Binder is an author, a 
storyteller and a farmer editor 

oflhe Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald. His novel, lhe Brothers 
Schlemiel, has just been released 
and is available at Books on the 
Square, Barrington Books, and A 
Novel Idea. 
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'Big Tent Judaism' focus of Community Leadership Council talk 

Paul Colin from 
j ewish Outreach 

Institute leads 
discussion 

B Y N ANCY SLACK 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Imagine 
what might happen if we thought 
of the Jewish organizations we 
are involved with as being large 
tents, with colorful, inviting 
tops, but no sides. There would 
be lots of people and happenings 
going on. And, everyone could 

see us. Everyone could come 
in. How might that increase 
our welcome to those who may 
want to learn more and visit with 
us, but are not now becoming 
more engaged in what we do? 
What can we do to change our 
behavior to better open our tents? 

Such was the topic of"Big 
Tent Judaism" that was discussed 
as part of the RI Community 
Leadership Council program held 
at the Jewish Community Center 
this week, which sought to help 
organization leaders improve their 
community outreach efforts. 

With more than 50 leaders 

representing a variety of com
munity organizations, and 
synagogues in attendance, "it was 
obvious that this was a group of 
people with more than your usual 
level of success and experience at 
outreach. At first the topic seemed 
rather basic:"We've been talking 
about this for 20 years, but we 
don't do it," said one participant. 

"Community outreach is 
important for every organization 
to do a better job of if they want 
to grow and expand, but it is par
ticularly difficult and increasingly 
important for Jewish groups," 
said Paul Golin, the associate 

SCHOOL: In pursuit of excellence 
From Page 14 

compete directly with the best of 
the private and public schools in 
Rhode Island." 

Steiner said that it was the 
"right thing to do now, to move 
on." 

He listed m any of the edu
cational achievements during 
the last two years at the school 
- not as his own personal 
accomplishments, but rather 
as achievements by parents, 
by faculty, by the board and, 
most of all, by the students. 

These included the educa
tional approach of "the whole 
child ," the rewriting of the math 
curriculum and the improve
ment of the general curriculum, 

enlarged classrooms, hiring 10 
new teachers, creating the new 
positions of middle-school and 
lower-school coordinators, as 
well as the ongoing process of 
rewrit ing the school's handbook. 

"All of these things," Steiner 
said , "couldn't be done without 
the extraordinary help from the 
board, the RI Bureau of Jewish 
Education, and the faculty and 
staff at the school." The transi
tions, he continued , "are not 
about legacies, they are about 
new, good beginnings - achiev
ing the excellence that we want 
as a school." 

Getting to the next stage, 
Steiner said, will involve more 
marketing and outreach to the 

At Tamarisk. tradition is one of our many hallmarks. 
Everyday. we celebrate life by focusing on family. 
culture. and the many wonderful life enriching services 
and amenities offered to our residents • while ensuring 
the utmost in safety and peace of mind. 
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apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, 
call Dianne: 401 -732-0037 

r,~ A Carelink Member 
,") A Community of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

community. "A lot of people just 
don't know how excellent the 
school is." 

When asked about his future 
plans, Steiner joked: "If I were 
offered the position of Prime 
M inister oflsrael, I would con
sider it. And, I would call you, 
so 1he Voice & Herald would have 
the exclusive." 

Wolpert said that more com
munication would be going out 
to parents, to donors and to the 
Jewish community about future 
plans for JC D S. "We're also 
going to set up more meetings 
where people can ask questions," 
he said, as a follow-up to the two 
sessions held with parents earlier 
this week. 
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executive director of The Jewish 
Outreach Institute, based in New 
York City. The Institute offers 
training in community outreach 
for Jewish organizations, and is 
the lead group in the Big Tent 
Judaism coalition. 

"Outreach is about giving it 
away. It's a long-term investment," 
said Golin, who presented a chart 
which classified "newcomers" into 
engaged, unengaged, affiliated 
and unaffiliated. 

Affiliated, he explained, is 
most often defined as the ideal of 
success. These are the people who 
"write the check." 

People can fall into any one of 
these categories - they may be 
very involved, in the case of the 
engaged, yet do not affiliate, or 
contribute. Conversely, they may 
be major contributors, or affili
ated, yet not at all engaged- i.e., 
you see them only during High 
H oly days in temple. 

Ideally, organizations should 
seek to have people be both 
engaged and affiliated, Golin 
said; he suggested this path is 
a continuum, and success starts 
with how we cultivate that first 
step a newcomer takes, and how 
we move them along that con
tinuum, or lose them completely if 
we don't manage the process well. 

Golin pointed out to the group 
that while we may think the 
engaged and affiliated person is 
the majority, "we, in this room, 
who are most likely both of those 

things - and we are the minor
ity." Golin made the case for a 
designated community outreach 
coordinator for every organiza
tion. 

Breaking into the Jewish com
munity, Golin said, "can be very 
difficult." As one participant 
shared, 'When I first moved back 
to Rhode Island, I started going 
to everything - every event I read 
about that was happening in the 
Jewish community, I'd go. Even
tually, somebody talked to me! It 
wasn't easy, no." 

By a show of hands, nearly 100· 
percent of the room had been 
on trips to Israel, and there was 
considerable acknowledgement 
that this is one way to gain new 
friends and meet people within 
the Jewish community, often 
establishing lifelong friendships. 

Golin stressed the very basic 
step of one's first encounter with 
an organization - usually a phone 
callf "Who answers the phone 
at your organization? Are they 
pleasant? D o they offer unique 
information about your group?" 

H e then engaged the attendees 
in writing a brief, and unique 
mission statement about their 
organization. "L aminate it, and 
put it by the phone, so people who 
have that very first interaction can 
read from it if someone seems like 
a new person. This basic step can 
make or break someone coming to 
your group, or going elsewhere." 
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More than 100 years of helping Jews 
South Providence 

Hebrew Free Loan 
Association offers 
interest-free loans 

Bv PENNY SCHWARTZ 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

IN THE LATE 1960s, 
when it was time for 
Stephen Rappoport to 

attend Boston University, he 
and his twin brother needed 
money to pay for books. His 
father turned to a familiar and 
trusted organization for help. 

Rappoport and his brother 
each received $600, a loan his 
father borrowed from the South 
Providence Hebrew Free Loan 
Association. The loan stood out 
from others they might have 
qualified for. It was interest-free. 

Now, 40 years later, Rappo
port, a successful trial attorney 
for 34 years in Providence, 
knows the value of that loan. 

"Without that it would have 
been impossible to buy the 
books we needed," Rappoport 
tells 1he Voice & Herald. "I never 
forgot their charity to us." 

The South Providence Hebrew 
Free Loan Association is the 
largest of three similar groups 
in Rhode Island, founded at 
the turn of the last century and 
continuing to operate with its 
goal of helping Jewish resi-
dents of Rhode Island in times 
of personal financial need. 

The group was founded on 
March 5, 1905, at a meeting at 
Bazar's Hall on Willard Avenue. 
The minutes of the 
meeting, chaired by 

Photos by Richard Asinof 

CARL LEVCOWITZ holds the commemorative book of historical 
documents from the South Providence Hebrew Free Loan Associa
tion, which was founded on March 5, 1905. 

W allock and Carl Levcowitz, 
the part-time director and only 
staff member, are proud of the 
group's heritage and eager to 
attract new borrowers who may 
not be aware of the group. 

In a conversation with The 
Voice & Herald, Wallock and 
Levcowitz are proud of the 
organization's history and the 
continuing service the group 

crunch when banks and other 
lenders are tightening eligibility. 

As with the other Hebrew 
Free Loan associations, all a 
potential borrower has to do to 
qualify is become a member, 
have two co-signers and the 
ability to pay back the inter
est-free loan with one year. 

Membership dues are $5/year. 
Loans, which range from $600 

to $3,000, must 
be paid back 

Simon Wolk, note 
that after a "long 
discussion, it was 
decided that the Jews 
of South Providence 
organize their own 
Gemilath Chesed 
Association. Louis 

"You don't have to go through the 
third-degree. It's meant so much to 
know that the help is there. It's too 

monthly over a 
twelve-month time 
period. "We don't 
ask what they need 
the money for," 
Wallock said. bad more people are not aware of it." Levcowitz 

M. Grant was elected 
its first chairman. 

At its first meet-
ing, S824 was 
loaned to the new group, with 
the largest contribution, of 
$100 made by Aaron Weit
man, with others contribu
tion between $25 and $75. 

They got right to business. 
The next night, on March 6, 
according to minutes repro
duced in a commemorative 50th 
anniversary program, the new 
officers met and made loans to 
outsiders for a total oH425. 

"Our mission is to keep this 
going," says Herman Wallock, 
the group's president for the last 
six years. Sitting in the small 
but comfortable office located on 
Reservoir Avenue in Providence, 

Barbara Sock 

provides to Jewish Rhode 
Island residents in need. 

They stress the informal
ity of the borrowing process 
and the fact that they have 
a staffed office in a conve
nient location with parking. 

He and Wallock know some 
of the officers from the Provi
dence and Pawtucket Hebrew 
free loan associations but say 
they are not seriously enter
taining any ideas of merg-
ing the groups at this time. 

The informality and ease with 
which someone can qualify for 
a loan stands in stark contrast 
to today's uncertain economic 
times and well-publicized credit 

is reluctant to 
give out specific 
numbers of the 
value of their 
organization but 

says they currently have about 
25 to 30 loans outstanding to 
individuals. The group invests 
heavily in Israel bonds, Wallock 
and Levcowitz boast proudly. 

Every year, for the past 30 
years, Barbara Sock has been 
borrowing money from the 
South Providence Hebrew Free 
Loan Association. She recalls 
the circumstances of her first 
loan as a time when her finan
cial situation was very tight 
and she needed a loan to pay 
bills. Her uncle told her about 
the South Providence Hebrew 
Free Loan Association. 

See LOANS, Page 41 
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I. Medina re:t.e.:lt 
Painting & Remodeling Co., Inc. 

A general contracting company specializing in ... 
Painting Carpentry Roofs 

Plaster & Drywall Brick & Cement Historical Restoration 

More than 20 years experience in Historical Restorations 

Fully Insured and Licensed (Reg. #7320) 

Call Al. Medina 438-Sffi 

Holocaust Horror and Healing: 
an Experiential Learning Group 
For Children of Survivors and Others; .. 

with Dr. David J. Stern 

for more information: 401.274.2844 
www.thinking-heart.com -(click on announcements) 

Temple Emanu-EI 
A Conservative congregatio11 that '~"'· anything but. 

99 Taft Aven u e • Providence• Rhode lsland • 02906 • 331-1616 

Happy Passover 
from your friends at 

'M2hern 
New England 

110 Royal Little Drive• Providence, RI 02904 

401-868-2000 www.AAA.com 

The JCCRI wishes you and your 
f amity a happy passover. 

• J!;;~ 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

From Page 20 WHERE: Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 No. Main St., 
Attleboro 

Ellen Loeb: a woman of valor 
SATURDAY 
May3 
Scholar-in-residence 
Shabbat morning service with 
Rabbi Dennis Ross, discussing 
Martin Buber 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd ., Barrington 

MORE INFO: Call 245-6536 

S UNDAY 
May4 
Mitzvah Day 
WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard St., Providence 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331 -6070 

Mitzvah Morning 
Fourth annual community service 
day. 

WHEN: 8 a.m. 

MORE INFO: (508) 222-2243; 

www.agudasachim.org 

· Community Blintz Brunch 
WHERE: Temple Shalom, 223 Val

ley Rd., Middletown 

WHEN: Seatings at 9:30 and 
11:30 a.m. 

COST: Adults $8, 

MORE INFO: call (401) 885-6073 

or hscheff@cox.net 

Sisterhood book review 
"People of the Book" by Geraldine 
Brooks 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave, Cranston 

WHEN: 10 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 785-1800, or e-mail 
Stephan ie@to ratyi sra e l.o rg 

A passion for 
swimming, teaching, 
friends and family 

BY MARYLYN GRAFF 

, mgrajf@jfri.org 

TO BEGIN his 
moving eulogy for 
his long-time friend 

and congregan_t, Ellen 
Loeb, James Rosenberg, 
Rabbi Emeritus ofTemple 
Habonim in Barrington, 
quoted Robert Frost's 
"Acquainted with the Night." 
And indeed, Ellen Loeb 
must have been acquainted 
with many nights during her 
long debilitating illness. 

Through it all, she 
remained independent, 
living in her own home, 
keeping up with her teach
ing as long as she possibly 
could, even shopping alone . 

If You're Looking 
for Senior Living Options, 

Here are a Few Points of Reference 

• Maintenance-free living • 24-hour assistance • Enriching lifestyle 

The Residence of Choice for Seniors 

~ 
]EPOCH® 

SENIOR L I V I N G 
on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
l'rovidence, lU 

401-273-6565 

~ 
IEIPO<CH® 

ASS I STED LI V IN G 

on the East Side 
One Butler Avenue 

Providence, lU 

401-275-0682 

www.epochsl.com 

at the supermarket in her 
motorized wheelchair. 

She was especially dedi
cated to Temple Habonim 
and its religious school, 
where she taught for many 
years. Rabbi Rosenberg 
spoke of teaching with her 
over a period of years, a 
six-week class on human 
sexuality to ninth- and 
tenth-graders, and how she 
was able to communicate this 
delicate subject to them in 
a frank and open way. She 
also taught Sunday school 
to third-graders, especially 
enjoying that age group. 

She earned her doctor
ate in nutrition and went on 
to the study and teaching 
of human sexuality and a 
variety of higher education 
courses in Rhode Island. 
She made learning and 
imparting her knowledge 
her life's work. Intellectual 

curiosity was her hallmark. 
With all that, she raised 

her three children with love 
and care and was blessed 
with five grandchildren. 

She loved to swim, and 
actually managed to clock 
1,000 miles at the Bar
rington "Y," lap by lap 
over a period of years . She 
also soaked up the sun 
at Barrington Beach. 

She never forgot a friend. 
Many years ago she was ill 
on Passover and a friend 
did her holiday food mar
keting. Every year since, 
she has made it a point to 
phone that person to wish 
her a happy Passover. 

Ellen Loeb left a legacy 
that touched and inspired so 
many lives with her knowl
edge, courage and dignity. 

With thanks to Rabbi 
J im Rosenberg/or his 
input to this article. 
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It's Latin, 
Greek to 

practitioners 

TIE MANY WORDS 
f medicine, whether 
ribbled illegibly on a 

prescription pad, dictated as 
progress notes for a patient's 
record or spoken to a patient -
tend to be dismaying, confusing 
even intimidating to non-physi
cians. Indeed, Terna Gouse, a 

regular col
umnist for this 
paper, recently 
wrote:" ... most 
of us do not 
understand 
the medical 
lingo, let alone 

or Greek, with a standard set 
of prefixes and suffixes readily 

Decoding medical terminology (painlessly) 
understood by physicians in all 
nations. Without this univer
sally standardized nomenclature 
- for diseases, anatomic parts, 
symptoms and pharmacologi
cal preparations - transnational 
medicine would be reduced to 
a chaotic cacophony of dozens 
of non-interchangeable lan
guages. While English is now 
the conversational language 
of medicine [as well as for its 
standard textbooks] the techni
cal terms remain stead-

The Arabic language has 
also contributed a modest 
number of medical terms since 
Mu~lim physicians dominated 
academic medicine during 
the late medieval centuries. 

Caffeine carries a Latin suffix 
[-eine] but its root comes from 
the Arabic, qahwah, meaning 
coffee. It is derived from an ear
lier Turkish word, kahveh which 
in turn is said to be named for 
the Ethiopian district of Kaffa 

al-qaliy, meaning the residual 
ash from heating certain plants. 

Other commonly used medi
cal terms such as talc, senna, 
syrup, camphor, benzoin and 
borax are all derived from 
Middle Eastern languages, 
particularly Persian. Curiously, 
very few H ebrew words have 
survived to be included in a con
temporary medical vocabulary. 

The Indian hemp plant, Can
nabis sativa, in Arabic is called 

fastly in Latin and Greek. 
And thus a physician, 
let's say from Uzbekistan, 
may encounter a word 
unknown to him [for 
example, hypercholester
olemia]. Yet he can still 
figure out its approximate 
meaning based solely 
upon his rudimentary 
knowledge of Latin and 
Greek. Thus, hyper
means "more than or 

"Caffeine carries a Latin suffix 
[-eine] but its root comes from 
the Arabic, qahwah, meaning 

hashish, meaning dried 
hay. Hashish, also called 
Marijuana [MaryJane], 
is made from pulverizing 
the dried flowering tips 
of the plant. Eating, 
and later smoking 
hashish seems to have 
originated in the Hindu 
Kush region of northern 
India and spread later 

coffee. It is derived from an 
earlier Turkish word, kahveh 

which in turn is said to be 
named for the Ethiopian district 

of Kaffa ... " 

to the Middle East. 
In the 12th century, a 
militant sect oflslam 
called Ismaili, arose in 
Syria and Persia. This 
secret fraternal order 

increased"; chole- means 
something derived from 
or pertaining to bile; 
-sterol means a complex fatty 
substance with a certain chemi
cal configuration; and -emia 
means that its content within 
the blood stream is increased. 

But not all words are derived 
from Greek or Latin. Some 
come from non-Mediterranean 
language sources, particularly 
names of certain medicinal 
herbs, tropical diseases and the 
insect vectors of these diseases. 

from whence some of the earliest 
coffee beans were harvested. 

Many common technical 
terms beginning with the prefix, 
-al, are of Arabic origin and are 
equivalent to the English word, 
"the." Alcohol, for example, is 
derived from al-khol. The word, 
alchemy, stems from the Arabic, 
al-kimia, meaning a chemical 
transformation. And the word, 
alkali is taken from the Arabic 

actively warred against vari
ous Crusader colonies in the 
region, and their alleged use of 
hashish with its psychoactive 
effects, in combat, led to them 
being called hashishim [the 
origin of the word, assassin.] 

The word, elixir, a clear, 
sweetened, ofren alcoholic 
preparation used as an oral 
medication, also comes from 
the Arabic, al-iksir, describ-

PassovEr q,EETJxgs 

ing the dry powders that 
Arabic physicians mixed with 
alcohol to form their famous 
elixirs. [Not all words begin
ning with al- are necessarily 
of Arabic origin. Words such 
as albumen [egg white] or 
albino are derived from the 
Latin, albus, meaning white.] 

None of these assignments 
to older languages of origin are 
clearcut. The Arabic root, iksir 
[which forms the word elixir] is 
traced back to an earlier Greek 
root, xero-, also meaning dry 
that appears in currently used 
words such as Xeroxing [liter
ally, dry printing.] A word 
such as cholera, for example, 
is directly derived from the 
Latin, choler [meaning anger], 
which in turn comes from the 
Greek, chole, meaning bile 
or yellowish green. And this, 
in turn, is traced back to an 
Iranian word, azar, also meaning 
bile. And this, too, is trace-
able to the still more ancient 
Avestic languages of Asia. 

Terna Gouse wisely concludes 
by advising her readers that 
they demand that their health 
provider explain all of these 
medical words [for diagno-
ses and medications] until 
they are fully understood. 

Dr. Aronson can be reached 
by e-mail:smamd@cox.net. 

GORDON Fox 
Wishing you a Passover blessed with 

Peace and Happiness 
House Majority Leader 

Paid for by the Friends of Gordon Fox 

Everyone reads us! 

Th•J~Sf! ~OICf.&.!-fERAID 

'1Couro jf raternal ~ssoctatton 
45 Rolfe Square, Cranston. Rhode Island 

www.tourofraternal.org 

40 I -785-0066 

-, 
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Making matzah - all you 'knead' to know 

Kids learn the art of 
matzah from Rabbi 

Yossi Laufer 
BY FRANK BELSKY 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

WARWICK- If you wish to 
make your own matzah before 
Passover, you've got time. It only 
takes 18 minutes, according 
to Rabbi Yossi Laufer, direc-
tor of the West Bay Chabad 
Chai Center in Warwick. 

The rabbi can tell you how - or 
you can ask one of30 Rhode 
Island toddlers who learned 
the technique from the rabbi 
last Sunday at Temple Am 
David. It was the fourth time 
this year that the rabbi brought 
his Model Matzah Bakery to 

Photos by Frank Belsky 

RABBI LAUFER shows Eden Samara how to rub off the chaff. 
TEMPLE AM DAVID families participated in the Model Matzah Fac
tory last Sunday. 

a learning center but the first 
time he addressed a class of 
infants to five-year-olds. 

The occasion was the weekly 
meeting of a class called Shalom 
Friends, founded by Sharon Sock 
and Jennifer Thaler in 2002. At 
first, they had no idea that theirs 
was the only program of its kind 
locally. Eventually, they learned 
that theirs is the only one like it 
in the world. In 2005, Shalom 
Friends won the Solomon 
Schechter Gold Award for excel
lence in Jewish Family Educa
tional Programming from the 
United Synagogue of Conserva
tive Judaism. 

More recently, Sock, Cantor 

Richard Perlman, the spiritual 
leader of Temple Am David, and 
a committee representing Shalom 
Families, were invited to meet 
with leaders of Boston's Jewish 
community. According to Sock, 
they expressed keen inter-
est in adopting the methods, 
teaching aids and philoso-
phy of Shalom Families. 

Thaler offered a reason why 
the program excites interest. 
"My eight - and 10-year-old 
daughters continue to listen 
to the CDs, created by Sock, 
and designed to highlight 
the lesson of the day and pro
vide a catchy musical melody 
that children can understand." 

Thaler offered a personal 

insight. "I'm from the MidweSt. rained the Shalom Families 
Our family belonged to a Reform level of enthusiasm: "Three 
synagogue butJudaica played no thousand years ago," he told 
role in my childhood. Then, when them, "the Jewish people were 
I came to Rhode Island, I was slaves in Egypt. Suddenly 

_.:al;am= a.i.ze.:,d.:.,b"-yi;..11,ho"-w:::..l.mll.u~c.:,h.:.,Il.d:..i::.d.i.nu.'t __ they were told they could go 

"Only a few know where but they had to rush. 
"Since there wasn't enough 

matzah comes from. time to prepare traditional 

Now these kids will meals for their trip out 

never forget." 

Michael Bleiwas, Providence 

know. Now I'm aware that this 
predicament is not uncommon." 

Meanwhile, the quickly 
moving Rabbi Laufer main-

to the desert, they learned 
to make a cracker-like flat 
bread they called matzah 
or "unleavened bread." 

Meanwhile, he handed 
two wheat stalks to each 

child, constantly moving, 
explaining or joking. He showed 
them how to harvest wheat by 
breaking the stem from the 

top of the stalk. The children 
followed his lead. Next, they 
rubbed the wheat with their 
fingers, threshing out kernels. 

Michael Bleiwas, an Ortho
dox Jew from Providence, was 
impressed. "Only a few know 
where matzah comes from. Now 
these kids will never forget." 

To learn more about Shalom 
Families, visit their Web site 
at www.shalomfriends.org or 
email info@shalomfriends.org. 

Likewise, to become one 
'-Of hundreds learning with 
Rabbi Laufer, email rabbi@ 
rabbiwarwick.com. 

Frank Belsky is a .freelance 
journalist and Pawtucket resident. 

Read a ROOd book la1ely1 Happy 
Passover 

The Co, ,,.,unity Service Committee of the 
' '0men's Alliance of 

the Jewish ,'e :eration of Rhode Island 

B>oo~'''I)rLve 
To benefit several agencies, including Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

New and gently-used recent children's 
and adults' books may be 
donated now through 
the end of May. 
Please drop off books at any of 
the following locations: 

• JFRI office 
I 30 Sessions St., Providence 

• JCCRI lobby 
40 I Elmgrove St., Providence 

• JCCRI Early Childood Center 
40 I Elmgrove St., Providence 

Information: Amy Rovin 
arovin@JFRl.org 
401-421-4111 x. 169 

Debbie Gold 
401-640-0403 

Ed Izeman 
401-440-1949 

We don't just sell houses; 
we'll help you find a home . 

NewEnglandMoves.eom l1i %1mw., 
RfSIDENilAL BROKERAGE 

IT'S HERE! 
The Jewish Voice & Herald's NEW website 

www.jvhri.org 
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Photos courtesy of Te mple Sinai 

TEA TIME AT SINAI 
TEMPLE SINAI IN CRANSTON held its fourth annual intergenerational tea March 30th. Above, 
Julia Stanger of East Greenwich and Ella Glucksman of Cranston were a tea two-some. Below, 
Mia Gershon of Cranston, surrounded by three other generations in her family: great-grand
mother Harriett Koslow, grandmother Linda Gershon, and mother Melissa Gershon. More than 
60 joined together to enjoy tea and refreshments, as well as the music of the SuKaDa Trio. 

Friday School plans open house 
PROVIDENCE -The Friday 
School, a cooperatively run 
Jewish school for children K-7 
is hosting an open house on 
Friday, April 25 at the Jewish 
Community Center, 401 Elm
grove Ave. Guests are invited to 
drop in any time during school 
hours from 3:30-5:45 p.m. 

Parents who are look
ing for alternatives for 
their child's Jewish educa
tion are invited to visit and 
learn about the program. 

The Friday School offers a 
one-day per week alternative 
with classes in Hebrew, Jewish 
history, culture and ethics. The 
program features family Shab
bat and holiday celebrations. 
Families from all backgrounds 
and beliefs are welcome. 

At the open house, parents 
and children will be able to sit in 
on classes, meet the teachers and 
families, learn about the curricu
lum and approach, participate 
in and experience what makes 

the Friday School special. 
For more information, contact 

Education Director Annette 
Lawson at (508) 648-9516 
or Aplawson2@aol.com. or 
www.thefridayschool.org. 

Am David plans seder 
WARWICK -Temple Am 
David of Warwick is holding 
a second-night Passover seder 
hosted by Temple Am David's 
spiritual leader, Hazzan 
Richard Perlman, Hazzan Ivan 
Perlman and Paul Finstein, 
on Sun. , April 20 at 6 p.m. 

There will be a kosher catered 
traditional Passover meal 
with your choice of chicken, 
or salmon primavera. A seder 
plate will be provided for 

each table. It will be catered 
by Accounting For Taste. 

The cost is $40 per adult, 
S25 per child (12 and under). 
Call for information for 
children under 4. Family 
tables are available . For table 
reservations contact the 
Temple office, at 463-7944. 

Seating is limited. 

Kitchens & More, LLC • 

Cherry Sale 
Save 10% off Cherry Cabinets 

from March 3 thru May 2. 
only available in Bertch custom & Legacy lines. 

FREE 
In Home 
Consultation 

FREE 
Delivery 

Installation 
Available 
6 month interest free 
financing available 

credit cards accepted 

Kitchen & Bath 
Cabinets • Ccrian, 

Granite, & Laminate Tops 
Available 

LLC 

Open Monday -
Friday 9-5 • 
Evenings By 

Appointment • 
Saturdays 9-3 

11-1- Smithhdd Avenue • Pawtucket, RI 

401-728-9550 or 508-761-3:;,;17 
www.kitchensandmoreonline.com 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN INCOMPA- -eu_s_u---uNDINGS_ 
beautiful, newly developed campus 

72-acre site 

magnificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 
comprehensive programming 

expansive rec hall 

sports field and courts 

dining hall with an inspiring view 
two swimming pools 

protected environment 

highly skilled, caring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 

w.;. .. 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 
GRADES 2-10. 

DAYCAMP 
couR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS. 
AGES6T09. 

family feeling 

Kosher dietary 
laws observed. 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CALL: @ 401-463-3170 

CAMP)~ nt- WEB:WWW.CAMPJORI.COM JP.nl. E-MAIL: CAMPJORl@HOTMAIL.(OM 

ON WORDEN'S POND 

-



PAGE 34 Jewish Voice & Herald April 18, 2008 _________________________ __JM-..:(::i.::::e._]~ ... •,ul~~•.a.4..:li:.ijLl~..ij_.i_.iL*••-

The Board of Directors and Staff .of 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
of Rhode Island 

wish you 
and your family 

a Happy Passover 
Paul Barrette 
Executive Director 

Susan Leach DeBlasio 
President 

Jewish Seniors Agency 
"Putting life into living" '" 

Comprehensive Adult Day Center, Jewish Eldercare of 
Rhode Island Outreach Program, Jewish Seniors Agency 

Women's Association , Shalom Apartments , 
The Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted Living Residence 

A collaborating member of AgeWe/1 RI 

www.jsari.org 

Emanu-E l's USY win ning girls' volleyba ll team 

Emanu-El's USY girls' 
volleyball team wins title 

PROVIDENCE- For 
the first time in its history, 
the Providence USY girls' 
volleyball team, based at 
Temple Emanu-El, captured 
the New England regional 
championship by defeating 
the Peabody A USY team 
in the finals held on Sunday, 
March 23, at the Gann 
Academy in Waltham, Mass. 

The Providence USY team, 
consisting of students from 
seventh through twelfth 
grades, includes: Eva Jablow, 
Brennan Johnson, Jaren 
Johnson, Cara Kaplan, Dena 
Kaye-Phillips, Michaela 
Miller, Mary Rothernich, 

Sarah Schneider, and Janna 
Wasser, who was tapped 
MVP in the championship 
game. Dr. Bruce Phillips was 
the volunteer coach for the 
team for the first time this 
year. 

As several girls will be 
graduating, the team is look
ing for new players for next 
year. Any girl in seventh 
through twelfth grade who 
is a member ofUSY (though 
not necessarily a member of 
Temple Emanu-El) should 
contact Miriam Abrams-Stark 
at 331-1616 to join the team. 
Prior volleyball skill is not 
necessary. 

c:fµla (5>17nccrf -
the ~/!1rt,r c&:c:frien8s 

Beethoven's Emperor Concerto 

May 13, 2008 7pm VMA, Providence 
Call Gala Hotline: 401.248.7090 

Concert Tickets: $40 - $200 Gala Tickets: $500 & $1,000 

Rabbi Ross 
to speak at 
Habonim 

Ethical perspectives 
on stem-cell research 

presented 
BARRINGTON - Temple 
Habonim of Barrington will 
welcome Rabbi Dennis Ross 
as Scholar-in-Residence during 
the first weekend in May. 

Following the family intergen
erational service on Fri., May 2, 
at about 7 p.m., Rabbi Ross will 
begin his presentation "Reli
gious Perspectives on Stem Cell 
Research." He will speak of the 
compelling medical, ethical and 
religious support for this field of 
medicine, which affects people 
with spinal cord and serious burn 
injuries, diabetes, Parkinson's 
disease and other life-threaten
ing and life-altering conditions. 

On Sat., May 3, at 10:30 a.m. 
at Shabbat morning worship 
service, Rabbi Ross will speak on 
"Spirituality in our relationships 
from the teachings of Martin 
Buber," in which he will describe 
the I-Thou relationship and 
spiritual opportunities in the daily 
give-and-take between people. 

Ross is a rabbi ofTemple 
Emanuel in Worcester, Mass. 
He is also director of concerned 
Clergy of Choice for the Educa
tion Fund of Family Planning 
Advocates of New York State. 

He has written for several 
prominent publications and 
has released his books through 
Jewish Lights Publishing. 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
A::.1n:r1Gcr.t,.1I 199.i 1m 

Criminal Defense 
Pe,.onal lnjmy/SeriousA«idents 
Civil and Business litigation 
Corporate lnvestigatloru/Compttance 

Attorneys 
)HI RFY 8. P!Nf 

H,\RR1~ K \V°El:--FR 
l<.i':Vlr-. _I. P\TRO I 

321 Soucl1 Ma.in Srrcct, Suite 302 
Prov1denn:, Rl 02903 

Tel, 401-351-8200 F.,., 401-351 -9032 
E-m.aa, jbp(<i>pindaw.,-om 

www.prncl.aw.com 
TheRISup-emeCol.l'llawlseaal~ in lhegenll!tll 
prac1ia, ct i. The Coul1 does nol lfone CKcerlfy any 
~•t11eiq)MOl~fl.,,field011Jll(Q.. 

Our ne w website is live! 
www.jvhri.org 

visit it now. 
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Emanu-EI consecrates third-graders 
PROVID ENCE 
- Third-graders at 
Temple Emanu-El's 
religious school 
were consecrated 
on M arch 8, Pekudi 
Shabbat Sheka!im. 
This ceremony marks 
the children's official 
welcome to Jewish 
learning, family 
and community, 
as the students 
and their families 
participated in the 
Shabbat morning 
service in the main 

WIMPELS, A DECORATED CLOTH for binding the Torah, are traditionally 
made when a baby is born. These wimpels were on display at Temple 
Emanu-EI during the third-grade class consecration. 

sanctuary. Teachers Yardena 
Winkler and Susan Yardeni 
prepared the children for 
this milestone event. 

Consecration requires 
tremendous commitment and 
preparation by the children, 
their families and teach-

Emanu-EI holds 
family program on 

end of life 
PROVIDENCE - The end
of-life family program, part of 
the Temple Emanu-El religious 
school's fifth-grade lifecycle 
curriculum, was held recently. 

A film was shown and the chil
dren and their parents discussed 
the various Jewish funereal rituals, 
including preparation and burial, 
shiva, mourning and kaddish. 

Each family composed 
an ethical will, a document 
containing the family's most 
important beliefs, offering 
guidance and comfort after 
death to those they loved. 

Reserve your 
advertising space 

NOW for our 
Mother's Day issue 

May 2, 2008 

Contact: 
Frank Zasloff 

401-421-4111,ext.160 
E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

or 
Barbara Reffkin 

401 -421-411,ext.162 
E-mail: breffkin@jfri.org 

ers. Each family has made a 
wimpel, which is a beautifully 
decorated cloth for binding 
the Torah, traditionally made 
when a baby is born. The 
wimpel is often designed to 
include the ch ild's H ebrew 
name, date of birth, and other 

symbols that are important 
to the child and family. At 
Temple Emanu-El, wimpels 
are wrapped around the Torah 
at the child's Bar or Bat Mitz
vah. The wimpels were on 
display in the Bohnen Vestry. 

Photo by_Susan Bromberg 

ISRAELI SINGER PERFORMS 
David Broza, the well known Israeli singer - song writer - guitarist 
performed on Sunday night, March 30th, in an event sponsored by 
the New Jewish Academy of Worcester. The event took place at the 
restored Mechanic's Hall in downtown Worcester. In attendance 
were, from left, Howie Bromberg, David Broza, and Young Emis
saries Hadas Naky and Anna Esilovich. 

l l]poch Properties 
1856 Broad Street ~ Cranston, RI 02905 

Selma Stanzler: 433-0558 
E-Mail: stanzsel@aol.com 

I am Willing and A hle to serve you with Care 

and T l10u gl1tful.ness. Since I am RT rea,:ed and 

educated I know the n eigl1horl10ods. 

L et me l1elp you with all of your Real Es tate 

needs! 

I~ 
www.epochpropertiesri.com 

Ethical, Knowledgeable, Problem Solver 

We're read cover to cover! 
1beJEWISHVOia:&Jmwn 
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Edith H. Aiello 
State Representative 

'W~~/J, 
oll~P~ 

Paid for by the committee to elect Edith H. Ajello 

OECORATl#I ANO NLLOO# OELIVERIEI FOR ALL OCWIO#I 

8AR & 8AT MITZVAHS • WEDDINGS 
BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES 

OFFICE FUNCTIONS • HOUSE-WARMINGS 
HOSPITALS • SHOWERS 

~~ 1~™ . 
1046 MINERAL SPRING AVE. NO. PROVIDENCE, RI 

401-728-8705 1-800-464-8705 BAllOONEYrUNES@VERIZON.NET 

7[;ll/l/UJ (/JlLUO-tJ-ll-
Russe/1 and Joyce Robinson 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

(over 7,000 square feet of bath fixtures, faucets and accessories) 

Style at Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843-1 JOO 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Wed. untill 9 p.m. 
Sat. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

~O/!!f/f?f! 
bathsplashshowroom.com 

EXCLUSIVELY OFFERING: 

• UNRUSflEO PERSONAL SERVICE 

• DESIGN ASSISTANCE 

• HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL & 
Coumous Sms Srm 

• FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1954 

• AFFORDABLE PRICES 

• LARGEST SELECTION 
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for by The Perry for Senate Committee,Joan Gelch <hai 

The 23rd Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament 

MAY 19, 2008 

TPC Boston 

call Lisa Mongeau at 1401)861-8800 fo r 
more information and to learn about 

spon~orshop opportunities. 

UR BEST 1'7JSHES FOR A 
' AP PY~>JA S S OVER 
./ 

Faye L. Si!JJerman 

Silverman McGovern Staffing 
Rhode Island's Leading Office Staffing A[fency 
67 Cedar Street, Suite 104, Providence, RI 02903 

632-0580 
www.SilvermanMcgovern.com 

Miriam Women to honor Baxt 
She will be 

recognized at annual 
meeting May 21 

PROVIDENCE -The 
Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association has selected 
Gussie BaJCt to be the 
recipient of its 25th annual 
recognition award at the 
111th annual meeting on 
Wednesday, May 21, from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Ledgemont Country Club., 
131 Brown Ave., Seekonk. 

About 60 years ago, BaJCt 
joined the Association and 
began the volunteer work that 
she continues to do to this day. 
Over the years, she has served 

as Association treasurer, 
worked at the information 
desk greeting visitors and 
new patients, raised funds 
for the equipment events, 
addressed invitations, and 
helped to plan the hospital 
galas. She speaks of the 
tremendous satisfaction 
she has felt throughout her 
participation. Today, Baxt 
is an active member of the 
board. 

The committee chair 
for the meeting is Tina 
Odessa. Committee 
members are Mary Kitzes, 
Estelle Klemer, Lenore 
Leach, Roberta Loebenberg, 
Terry Lieberman, Barbara 
Rosen, Harriet Samors, 
Lillian Zarum, Morrisa 

Gussie Baxt 

Zwetchkenbaum and co
presidents Melissa Baker and 
Renee Vogel. All are welcome 
to attend. For information 
and reservations, contact the 
Association at 793-2520. 

Encounter Point film will air at JCC 
PROVIDENCE - Encounter 
Point, the award-winning docu
mentary about ordinary heroes in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
will play at the Jewish Commu
nity Center on May 4 at 3 p.m. 

The film won the 2006 San 
Francisco International Film 

Festival ".Audience Award for 
Best Documentary;" played 
opening night at the 2006 
Vancouver Film Festival; ranked 
among the top-five picks at the 
2006 Hot Docs Film Festival; 
and has been an "Official Selec
tion" at numerous film festivals 

around the world, including the 
2006 T rj_beca Film Festival. 

The Rhode Island chapter of 
Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, the Jewish 
Alliance for Justice and Peace is 
sponsoring the performance. 

JI 
BJE plans annual meeting M~y 15 

PROVIDENCE - On Thurs- Lisa Davis; secretary, Arlene For ·additional information, con-
day, May 15, the Bureau of Jewish Rogol and associate secretary, tact Wendy Joering at 331-0956, ext. , 
Education will hold its 57th Randi Beranbaum. 179, or www.bjeri.org '· 
annual meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Jewish Community Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave. The meeting will 
be chaired by Janet Goldman. 

Hillel plans memorial field of flags 

Among events of that evening 
will be installation of new officers 
and board, and recognition of 
Israel travelers. 

The proposed slate for the 
coming year is: President, Sharon 
Gaines; vice presidents, Cheryl 
Greenfeld Teverow, James Pious, 
Miriam Esther Weiner; treasurer; 
Guy Bermel; associate treasurer, 

KlNGSTON - In com
memoration of Holocaust 
Memorial Day, Yorn HaShoah, 
Hillel will display a field of flags 
on the Hammerschlag Mall 
at the URI Kingston campus 
(the walkway between the 
Multicultural Center and the 
library) from April 28-May 1. 

Nearly 2,400 ,mall flags will 
be planted, representing 5,000 
victims of the Holocaust. Eighty 

<J/w <Jemp/,e 4m :])au.kl, oJrzm4 
h/u/ied, CJwi, e~ 

:......!:..JI_.-,!_., 
:rover 
reeting-s 
Temple Am David 
40 Gardiner Street 

Warwick, Rhode Island 0288 
401-463-7944 

www.templeamdavid.org 

additional flags will represent 
the 400,000 victims of the 
genocide in Darfur, Sudan. 

The planting of the flags will 
begin at 9 a.m. on Monday, April 
28. The flags will be removed at 1 
p.m. on Thursday, May 1 fol
lowing a brief commemorative 
ceremony. For more informa
tion, contact Hillel at 874-2740 
or Hillel@uri.hillel.org. 

Do we have you 
email address'? 

Sign up NOW to get 

JFRi E-News 
Send us your email at 

kclarkson@JFRl.org 

£Jewish 

~t>dt>ration 

Rlu.llk 

],land 

i 
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ISRAEL: Rallying from near disaster to survive as a state 
From Page 18 

the Galilee and Central Israel, 
involving Haganah forces and 
Palestinian guerillas. From 
January until May the Haganah 
captured the Arab cities of Acre, 
Nazareth,Jaffa and Tiberias. On 
May 15, the Arab armies joined 
the war. 

Both sides had to cope with 
serious problems. The Arab 
armies never coordinated their 
assaults on Israel, so that when 
Israel attacked the advanc-
ing Egyptians in the south, the 
Syrians sat on their hands in the 
north. The Arab Legion excepted, 
the Arab armies were poorly 
led, poorly trained and poorly 
equipped. 

The Jews also had their prob
lems, including the Irgun and 
the Lehi, two extremist militant 
groups. The Irgun, a right-wing 
opposition group in the shadow 
government of the Yishuv, spe
cialized in blowing up Arab mar
ketplaces and other such acts of 
terror. The Lehi, a much smaller 
band, dealt largely in assassina
tions, including, on a Jerusalem 
street, that of the U.N. mediator 
in Palestine, Swedish diplomat 
Count Folke Bernadotte. 

Matters came to a head in July 
when Menachem Begin, head 
of the Irgun, tried to smuggle 
arms and immigrants to his units 
aboard a converted landing craft, 
the Altalena, which was set afire 
offshore by units of the IDF. A 
number oflrgun soldiers and 
some of the new immigrants died 
in the action. 

David Ben-Gurion, Israel's first 
Prime Minister, took advantage 
of tlils clash to disband both 
the lrgun and Lehi units and 
compel their incorporation into 

the IDF. He did away with the 
Palmach as well, which, under a 
separate command, formed the 
shock troops of the Haganah 
and had close connections with 
the left-wing kibbutz movement. 
Both Begin and Yitzhak Shamir, 
commander of the Lehi, became 
prime ministers oflsrael in later 
years. 

One of the important factors 
enabling Israel to survive is that 
its military was staffed with thou
sands of young men and women 
who had shared considerable 
combat experience in the British 
army during World War II. 

The Yishuv had prepared for 
this eventuality for decades and its 
followers supported their leaders. 
The Palestinian Arabs, on the 
contrary, saw their leaders flee the 
country in February and March 
and spend the war in neighboring 
Arab states or even further away. 
In addition, the Palestinians did 
not conceive of themselves as a 
nation in the Western sense; their 
self-identification usually began 
with their extended family, then 
their tribe and then their religion. 

During the fighting both before 
and after independence, the 
Israelis rallied from near-disaster. 
By the time truce negotiations 
between Israel and some of the 
Arab states began in February 
1949, Israel was in control of SO 
percent of pre-war Palestine. Jeru
salem was linked to the rest of the 
country by a narrow corridor. 

To SURVIVE AND PROSPER 

The population, thanks to 
immigration, tripled in three 
years, the borders seemed secure, 
the economy, while straitened, 
was functioning, food ration
ing kept hunger from the door, 
and industry and agriculture, 

while struggling to keep up 
with the expanding population's 
needs, were producing the goods 
required to enable the state to 
survive. 

Ben-Gurion made another 
attempt to end division within 
Israel when he came to an agree
ment with the Orthodox Jewish 
leadership regarding military 
service by Orthodox young men 
enrolled in yeshivas, devoting 
their lives to the study of Jewish 
texts and supported by their 
families or, in some instances, by 
the state. 

In Israel both men and women 
are subject to military service, and 
the Orthodox leaders demanded 
that Orthodox women and 
yeshiva students be exempted. 
At the time, the numbers of men 
involved were several hundred; 
today, the numbers include 
thousands of young men who 
are viewed by many within the 
secular population as living off 
the state but not contributing 
to its defense. The division has 
caused much hard feeling within 
Israel and among some Diaspora 
communities. 

It took 52 years for the Zionists 
to realize their dream of a Jewish 
state in Palestine, and another 
two years to secure it. Sixty years 
later, no one can say that it is still 
secure; it has existential enemies 
in the neighborhood and millions 
of Muslims throughout the world 
who align themselves with the 
Palestinians. But Israel is at peace 
with Egypt and Jordan, and it has 
the backing, at least for now, of 
the United States and Western 
Europe. 

Sixty years ago few would have 
believed this possible. Maybe, in 
the Middle East at least, the Age 
of Miracles is not yet over. 

ARTS: Pawtucket's new district has created affordable loft living 
From Page 12 

help us market our city as an 
artists' community, Weiss said. 
When Riverfront Lofts was an 
empty manufacturing building, 
the owner paid $17,000 a year 
in property taxes. Now, the city 
gets $250,000 in property taxes, 
and those residents register their 
cars, shop, and support com
munity organizations, he said. 

"We don't want to become a 
SoHo, where artists come and 
change a neighborhood, but 
are forced out by higher rents," 
insisted Weiss. "We want to 
integrate artists into our com
munity, and customer service is a 
big part of that. The Mayor has 
always viewed Pawtucket as the 
David between the two Goli
aths - Boston and Providence." 

Responding to a question 
about downtown's bleak appear
ance, Weiss acknowledged that 
the transition and rebuilding 
take time. An increased density 
in population in Pawtucket's 

Photo by Sal Mancini 

EXTERIOR of Riverfront Lofts in Pawtucket. 

historic downtown is just 
beginning to happen, he said. 

"Bailey Lofts - formerly the 
Parkin Yarn Mill that was vacant 
for 20 years - has 25 occupied 
live/work condos, and River
front Lofts has residents in 57 
condos. Those projects have 
brought more than 100 people 
to the downtown area. When 
the Slater Cotton Mill project 

is completed (hopefully in late 
fall), there'll be another 250 or so 
people living in market rental rate 
apartments within a five minute 
walk to downtown. The Union 
Wadding project, whose first 
phase is underway, will ulti
mately create another 245 condos 
by 2010, bringing hundreds of 
people into downtown," he said. 

See PAWTUCKET, Page 41 
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30 Hagen Avenue. Cranston ( 401) 942-8350 
wwwtemplesinairi org 

• ..................................................................... : 
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'Wishes the Jewish C9ommunity 

,rwiO\!El\ 
MBF, Inc. 

:YvJppy Passo1Jer 
Financial Services and Strategies 

300 Centerville Road • Summit South 
Suite 400 •Warwick• RI 02886 

401-921-4170 • (fax) 401-921-4174 

ml'"" 7N1V'I J 
TEMPLE TORAT YISRAE~ 

A Zissen Pesah! 

Our Torat Yisrael Family wishes you and 
those you love a sweet Passover 
as we celebrate our continuing 

Jewish journey. 

Amy Levin 
Rabbi 

Ronni Guttin 
Education Director 

Susan Smaller 
President 

Katy Claussen 
Cantorial Soloist 

.. 
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Senator Jack Reed 
Wis6ing You & Yours 
A HaPPJJ Passover 

Paid for by the Reed Committee 

What's experience worth? 
Returns that have consistently 

surpassed the market. 
--------- 1,r.("'-:,;:;;, -------

Washington Trust Investors' equity portfolios have outperformed the 
S&P 500 in good markets and bad, posting superior returns over one, 

three, five, and ten years. With such consistent investment perfonnance, 
it's no wonder we were ranked top provider in Overall Satisfaction 

among our peer competitors in the 2007 Chatham Partners Survey. 
Perhaps it's time you let our track record work for you. To learn more, 

call Dick Boenning at 401 -348-1308 or visi t www.washtrust.com. 

•*• * * WASHINGTON TRUST 
INVESTORS 

A Divi.,1011 of7be Washington Trust Company 

Happy Passover 
from all of us at 

Blackman Insurance Agency 
655 Main Street 

East Greenwich, RI 
401 -885-7110 

D'var Torah 
How is this seder different? 

Seder customs from 
around the world 

BY LESLI KOPPELMAN Ross 
Special to The Voice & Herald 

TIE SEDER has 
pawned countless 
ustoms around the 

world, some centuries old 
and some created in the past 
few years. The following 
article surveys some of these 
traditions. excerpted from 
Celebrate! The Complete Jewish 
Holiday Handbook Gason 
Aronson Inc). Reprinted with 
permission of the publisher. 

THE SEDER PLATE 

In North African Jewish 
communities and in India, 
it was customary to pass 
the k 'arah [ seder plate] over 
the heads of everyone at the 
table in a circular motion, 
encompassing all gathered 
in the historic experience. 

A.FncOMAN AND ACI1NG OUT 

Many communities added 
dramatizations to their 
Exodus re-enactments, 
usually of a Jew departing 
Egypt and wandering in 
exile expecting redemption. 

Prior to the start of the seder 
in Djerba, Tunisia, young 
people come to pay their 
respects to the rabbi, some 
carrying sacks and staffs rest
ing on their shoulders, hobo 
style. It used to be customary 
that when the middle matzah 
was broken during the service, 
a member of each household 
would be sent to neighbors to 
predict the messiah's arrival. 

In some Sephardic com
munities, the cloth-wrapped 
afikoman was tied to the 
shoulder of a child, who left 
the company and then reap
peared knocking at the door, In 
the ensuing scripted dialogue, 

he identified himself as an 
Israelite on his way to Jeru
salem carrying matzah. On 
entering the room, he looked 
at the specially arranged table 
and asked "Why is this night 
different from ,all other nights?" 

Sometimes an adult walked 
around with the afikoman 
on his shoulder, as though it 
was bread carried on his back. 
One of the most elaborate of 
such ceremonies was drama
tized in the Caucasus. The 
rabbi paced, like our ancestors 
leaving Egypt, with "their 
kneading troughs bound up in 
their clothes on their shoul
ders" (Exodus 12:34). The 
young men chose one person 
to portray a fugitive dressed 
in rags, carrying the standard 
props. When he showed up 
at the door from Jerusalem to 
announce the coming redemp
tion, the others did not readily 
believe him, until he cried, was 
invited in, and amid joyous 
celebration, answered questions 
about life in the Holy Land. 

In Morocco, the enactment 
came at the end of the meal, 
when the participants quoted, 
"So you shall eat it: your loins 
girded .. . " (Exodus 12:11). 
Dramatizations extended to 
the synagogue also, where in 
some places in Eastern Europe, 
water was sprinkled on the 
floor during Shirah [reading 
about the parting of the Sea 
of Reeds in the Torah] on the 
seventh day. The people in the 
congregation took off their 
shoes to dip their toes into the 
water to experience the sea. 

From the custom in Kurd-
, istan of binding a ketubah 
Gewish marriage contract) to 
the bride's arm, the practice 
developed of tying the afiko
man to the arm of a son the 
parents hoped would marry, 
wishing that the symbolic 
act would lead in the coming 

year to his binding a ketubah 
on his new bride's arm. 

Other folk beliefs sur-
round the symbolic piece of 
matzah. In Asia, Iran, North 
Africa, and Greece, Jews 
kept a piece of the afikoman 
in their pockets or houses for 
good luck during the year, 
sometimes making a small 
hole in it so it could be hung 
like an amulet. Keeping the 
remains of the afikoman in 
rice, flour, and salt was thought 
by the Jews of Kurdistan 
to protect them against the 
depletion of these staples. 

The Moroccans in particu
lar believed this matzah had 
the power to safeguard them 
during ocean travel, and would 
throw it into the water to calm 
it in a storm. (They based the 
superstition on a verse from 
Psalms [5'.l::9], whose first 
letters in Hebrew spell the 
word matzah.) Some believed 
that if kept for seven years, 
it could stop floods . Others 
attributed to it the capacity 
to stop fire and, when held 
in hand, to protect a woman 
and infant during childbirth. 

CULINARY CUSTOMS 

Some Moroccan families 
would not eat black olives for 
the entire month ofNisan. 
They believed the fruit caused 
forgetfulness, and Nisan 
was the month in which the 
Jews were commanded to 
remember the Exodus. Call
ing the evening of seder 
Leif (Night) al- Rosh (of the 
Heads), they customarily ate 
sheep heads in remembrance 
of the paschal sacrifice. 

Lesli Koppelman Ross is a 
writer and artist whose works 
have appeared nationally. She 
has devoted much of her time to 
the causes of Ethiopian Jewry 
and Jewish education. 

Voice & Herald Classifieds 
I BUY BOOKS AND OLD 
PHOTOS OF ALL KINDS 
Call 401-421-2628 or email to 

jcosmas@earthlink.net 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 30 years - same 
location. Central Exchange. 781-
344-6763. 

HOUSECLEANING 
Excellent references, honest, 

reliable, reasonable prices, flex
ible hours, quality work. 331-
1567 or 434-5673. 

MAID PERFECT 
Weekly and by-weekly rates, 

over 20 years experience house
cleaning. Dependable, Bonded. 
401-942-5782. 

To place a classified ad: 

$24 for first 15 words, 
35¢ for each additional 
word. Must be prepaid. 
Call Barbara Reffkin at 
401-42194111,ext. 162,or 
e-mail breffkin@jfri.org. 

Mail to: 
Jewish Voice &Herald 

130 Sessions St., 
Providence RI 02906 
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. 1he JEWISH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE ACQUISITIONS 
IS BUYING OLD ITEMS 

ADVERTISING, ART, FOUNTAIN PENS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, 

WRISTWATCHES,ETC. ~ 
I';! ONE ITEM 
1171 ANO 

~-•-"- ESTATES 

STU ALTMAN· 401-331-SOLD (7653) 
ALL CALLS CONFIDENTIAL 

BAR/BAR MITZVAH & EHNT Loc.u10Ns 

AMALFI CATERING 
at The Village Inn Resort 

VoTED CATERER OF THE YEAR 
BY RHODE ISLAND "OSPITALITY AHO loURISH AssOCIATIOH 

♦ Intimate Ocean View lettin~, for f vent, up to ~oo Gue1t1 
♦ Offering off-site Exquisite Catering 

C ONTACT }AMES LEDONNE 

(401) 792-3539-E-Mail: amalficatering@yahoo .com 
ONE BEACH STREET • N ARRAGANSETT, RJ 02882 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS 
: :~~~ ~g::~ WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES .-----. : ~:~~(Y OF RARE COINS& BULLION 
• JEWELRY, WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES,STTRUNGSILVER BEST 
• GOLD, PLATINUM, SILVER 

COINS & BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS•NGC authorized 

NOW AVAILABLE 
EagleSilverOollar,, 
Gold Coin, & Estite 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

PODDff COIN rvflHANGE INC Serving banks,attorneys,estates 11111 UU, Ii, , and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION 38 YEARS• LC 8041 401-861-7640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair• On-Site Service 

Networking • Installation/Set-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 
110 Jefferson Blvd., Sui te C • Warwick, RI• www.pctrouble.com 

We're read cover to cover! 

HEARING Arns 
SUBURBAN HEARING AID CENTER 

DISCOUNT PRICES 
WHY PAY MORE FOR THE SAME THING? 

Free Test• 30 Day Trial • Full Refund 
Discount Repairs 

Blue Cross • Blue Chip 
Accept State Mandate 

2907 POST RD. WARWICK, RI 737-3480 

Hmrn IMPROVEMENT 

The Largest Bath 
Showroom in Rhode Island 

Style at Discounted Prices® 

Fall River, MA 
1-508-675-7433 

Plainville, MA 
1-508-843- 1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401 -467-0200 
800-838-1 I 19 

Hyannis, MA "i .. ,-,(; tt-o""' 
1-508-775-4115 ~Es -r,-,ucm · • 

(i)) q~!,N_P_L5,v, .. <J':! 
bathsplashshowroom.com J'<. ~ 

Renovations • Additions • New Homes 

mb 
Custom Builders 

508-242-5228 
40 I -475-9777 

Call Peter Hunt 
for an "In H ome" 

Consultation. 

www.dwprop.com 

Rl Registration #22994 
MA#95129 

~asterpiece tainting 
anb l\estoration 

Our customers say:"Outstanding workmamhip" "Exquisite results" 

♦ Interior & Exterior Painting Certified Lead Abatement ♦ 
♦ Faux Finishes Power Washing ♦ 

Brian Farley, Owner 
401-231-4653 

Come and see our current project at Benefit & Power Street! 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Barbara Reffkin Frank Zasloff 
401-421-4111,ext.162 401 -421-4111,ext.160 
E-mail: breffkin@jfri.org E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases ot 

• Custom Interior Painting • Exterior Painting & Staining 
• New Construction 
• Wallpaper removal 

&wall repair 

• Power-washing 
• Window reglazing 
•Decks 

LICENSED AND INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 

Contact "Tyler" 401-258-6548 or 401-64 7-5161 

LAWYERS 

Law Offices of Ronald C. Markoff 
Ronald C. Markoff 
Karenann Mcloughlin 
Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel: (40 1) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

KOSHER CATERING 

,1 ,va's Cater[ 
• } 0 Creative Menus ~ 

Full Service for ALL Occasions 

253 Mansfield Ave • Nortoo, MA 02766 
Tel: (508) 286-2242 • Fax: (508) 286-2243 

P1anner@TovasCatering.com 
· www.TovasCatering.com 

l\rsURANCE 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 

Glatt 

[M] 

Insurance Underwriters, Inc. & Morton Smith, Inc. 

David 8 . Soforenko, CIC 

Senior Vice President 

60 Catamorc Boulevard, East Providence, IU 029 I 4 
Phone: (401) 435-3600 Fax: (40 1) 431 -9307 

Email: dsoforenko@srarshe .com 

VISIT WWW.JVHRI.ORG 
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Robert J. Clark, Jr., 87 
WARWICK - Robert J. Clark, 

Jr., 87, died April 3. Born in Pitts
burgh, Pa., a son of the late James 
and Ella (Coffey) Clark, he had lived 
in Warwick for 18 years, previ
ously residing in Pawtucket. 

He was a World War II Navy vet
eran serving in the European theatre. 

Mr. Clark was a member of Touro 
Fraternal Association 

~ and a former member 
~ ofTemple Beth-El. 

He leaves a son, 
Stephen Clark of Lincoln; a daugh
ter, Linda Polner and her husband 
Barry of Atlanta, Ga.; and two 
grandchildren, Scott and Jayson. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to the American Cancer Soci
ety, 931 Jefferson Blvd., Suite 
3004, Warwick, R.I., 02886. 

Gladyce Davis 
WARWICK - Gladyce Davis 

died April 11. Born in Providence, she 
was a daughter of the late Nathan 
and Rebecca (Goldsmith) Davis. 

She was an honors gradu
ate of Pembroke College, 

She had lived in Warwick since 
1976, previously living in Providence. 

She was a supervising social 
worker for the State of Rhode Island. 

Ms. Davis was a member of 
Temple Torat Yisrael, a life member 
of the Women's Association of 
Miriam Hospital and the former 
Jewish Home for the Aged. She 
was a member of Hadassah and 
the Council of Jewish Women. 

She was an avid bridge and mah 
jongg player and enjoyed travel. 

She leaves a brother, Judge 
Louis Davis of Kansas City, Mo.; 
two sisters, Ruth Gershman and 
Miriam Feinstein, both of Warwick, 
and many nieces and nephews. 
She was the sister of the late Dinah 
Sholovitz and Sylvia Kirshenbaum. 

Contributions may be 

made to a favorite charity. 

Jack Faust, 95 
PAWTUCKET - Jack Faust, 

9S, died on Shabbat, April S. He 
was the husband of the late Rachel 
(Hollander) Faust. Born in Poland, a 
son of the late Raphael and Regina 
(Gruen) Zughaft, he had lived in 
Pawtucket for over 50 years. Mr. 
Faust worked for the former Collyer 
Wire for more than 20 years. 

He was a life member of Congre
gation Ohawe Sholam, a member 
of Gemilath Chesed, a volunteer for 
many years atthe former Jewish 
Home for the Aged. He served 
as a translator for many Russian 
immigrants. Of eight children, he 
was the only Holocaust survivor. 

He leaves two daughters, Sabina 
Faust and her husband Peter 
Kirby of Australia; and Regina 
Schild and her husband Irving of 
Providence; and three grandchil
dren, Raphael, Rachael and Ari. 

Contributions may be made to 
Holocaust Education and Resource 
Center of R.I., 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, R.I., 02906. 

Alan Michael Gilstein, 64 
PROVIDENCE - Alan Michael 

Gilstein, 64, died April 1. He 
was the husband of Suzanne 
(Bograd) Gilstein for 43 years. 

Mr. Gilstein was a graduate of 
Bryant University and a founding 
artner of Piccerelli, Gilstein & Com

pany, LLP, one of 
Rhode Island's lead
ing accounting firms. 

He was a tireless 
community advo
cate, guided by his 
personal mission to 

make the community a better place. 
He was a member of The Miriam 

Hospital Board of Trustees since 
1978, where he made a profound 
impact by giving so generously of 
his intellect, time and resources. He 
served as the chair of The Miriam 
Hospital Board of Trustees and was 
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the current chair of its Foundation. 

In 2007 he was given one of the 
hospital's highest honors by being 
named The Miriam Person of the 
Year. He advanced the hospital in 
countless ways by serving on most 
of its committees and playing a key 
role in its current capital campaign. 
He was a founding member of the 
Lifespan Board of Directors and co
chaired Lifespan's cardiac campaign. 

Besides his deep passion for 
The Miriam Hospital, Alan proudly 
served as vice chair and treasurer 
of the R.I. Airport Corporation 
while they were building the current 
terminal. He took great pride that 
the project came in under budget 
and on time. He had the honor of 
being named a R.I. Commodore and 
was a member of the Providence 
Mutual Fire Board of Directors. He 
also served as the treasurer of the 
Newport International Film Festival 
and was involved with Trinity Square 
Repertory Theatre and Planned 
Parenthood of R.I. He was a past 
trustee of Temple Beth-El. He was 
also a member of the University 
Club and Ledgemont Country Club. 

Mr. Gilstein was a leader in the 
accounting profession. He was 
named one of the best tax practi
tioners in R.I. by Money Magazine. 
He was a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accoun
tants, the R.I. Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and the Rhode 
Island Estate Planning Council. He 
was responsible for putting the 
smiley face (this is the amount you 
overpaid) and frown faces (this is 
the amount you owe) on the R.I. 
individual tax return form, the 
only state with this designation. 

In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his parents, Benjamin 
and Lillian (Krakowsky) of Warwick 
and his beloved children, Adam 
of Warwick; and Debbi and her 
husband Jordan Jaffe of Providence. 
He was the adoring grandfather 
of Jacob Bernard Jaffe. He also 
leaves two brothers, Barry and his 
wife Roberta and Andrew and his 
wife Sharon, all of Warwick, and 
two sisters-in-law, Marilyn Bell_ of 
Vestal, N.Y. and Joyce Bograd of 

Boulder, Colo. He is also survived 
by six nieces and three nephews. 

Contributions may be sent to 
The Alan and Suzanne Gilstein 
Nursing Symposium Fund, The 
Miriam Hospital Foundation, Box 
H, Providence, R.I., 02901. 

Herman Greenberg, 83 
PROVIDENCE - Herman 

"Hank" Greenberg, 83, died April 
2. Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Benjamin and Sarah 
(Sandler) Greenberg, he was a 
World War II Army veteran serv
ing in the European, African 
and Middle Eastern theatres. 

Mr. Greenberg, a retired phar
macist, was a member of the 
Jewish War Veterans and Temple 

-

ToratYisrael. 
He leaves a son, 

Jeffrey Tod Greenberg 
of Pawtucket; a daughter, Linda 
Susan Killian of Wilmington, N.C. ; 
a nephew, Henry Flink and seven 
grandchildren. He was the father of 
the late Howard Elliot Greenberg 
and brother of the late Sondra Flink. 

Contributions may be made 
to American Diabetes Asso
ciation, m Richmond St., Suite 
204, Providence, R.I., 02903. 

Ellen A. Loeb 
BARRINGTON - Ellen A. 

Loeb, Ph.D., died April 3. Born in 
Beuthen, Germany, the daughter 
of the late Herbert and Hanna 
(deLevie) Angres; Dr. Loeb lived 
in Barrington for 40 years. 

She was a professor at Roger 
Williams University for 20 years 
and taught at URI, RIC and Bryant 
University as well. She also taught 
religious school at Temple Habonim 
in Barrington for nearly 20 years. 

She was an active swim
mer at the Barrington YMCA 
and loved the beach. 

Dr. Loeb leaves three daugh
ters, Barbara Bernstein of Madi
son, Wis.; Nancy Loeb of Davis, 
Cal.; and Victoria Loeb Ziss of 
Merion, Pa.; a brother, Cmdr. Fred 
Angres, USN Ret. of San Diego, 
Cal.; and five grandchildren. 

Burial was in Forest Chapel 

a 
~ 
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Cemetery, Barrington. 

Ruth I. Passman, 96 
WARWICK- Ruth I. Pass

man, 96, died April 9. She was 
the wife of the late Carl Passman. 
Born in Germany, a daughter of 
the late Richard and Erna (Suss
man) Oberlander, she had lived in 
Warwick for four years, previously 
living in Providence and Pawtucket. 

She was the owner of Durable 
Braided Rug Co., Pawtucket, 
for 40 years, retiring in 1983. 

Mrs. Passman was a 
Holocaust survivor. 

She was a former member of 
Congregation Ohawe Sholam 
and its Sisterhood and Hadas
sah. She was a member of the 
Cranston Senior Guild and the 
former Majestic Senior Guild as 
well as a member of RI Selfhelp. 

She leaves a son, Richard 
Passman and his wife Jane of 
Shorewood, Wis.; and two grand
children, Elana and Joshua. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be 
made to a favorite charity. 

Arthur H. Pivnick, 84 
WEST WARWICK - Arthur H. 

· Pivnick, 84, died April 6. He was 
the husband of Mildred (Factoroff) 
Pivnick. They were married for 58 
years. Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a son 
of the late Martin and Sarah (Sch
neider) Pivnick, he had lived in West 
Warwick for more than 20 years. 

He was an insurance sales
man for John Hancock, retiring in 
1983. Mr. Pivnick was a graduate 
of Bryant College. He was an avid 
sportsman, enjoying golf, tennis 
and skiing. He also liked to travel. 

He leaves a daughter, Heidi 
Bomengen and her husband 
Richard of Killington, Vt. He 
was the brother of the late 
Harold and Marvin Pivnick. 

Contributions may be 
made to a favorite charity. 

Ethel Sackin 
WARWICK - Ethel Sackin 

died April 8. Born in Providence, 
See OBITUARIES, FACING PAGE 
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she was a daughter of the late 
Samuel M. and Gertrude (Fin
kelstein) Sackin. She had lived 
in Warwick for 26 years. 

She worked as a retail salesper
son for the former Outlet Company, 
Providence, retiring 30 years ago. 

She leaves a nephew, Robert 
Stern and his wife, Teresa; and 
a niece, Sharon Stern. She was 
the sister of the late Robert 
and Leo Sackin and Hannah 
Stern. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Make-A-Wish Founda
tion or a favorite charity. 

Kaye B. Srago 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y. - Kaye 
B. Srago died March 19. She was 
the wife of the late Jack Srago. 
~ She served as a Navy 
~ nurse during World 

War II , then became a 
registered nurse after the war. After 
graduating from Trenton State 
College, she worked as a school 
nurse in Cherry Hill , N.J., and in 
Rockville Centre. After retiring she 
pursued an interest in nutrition. 

An ardent Zionist and sup
porter of Jewish groups and 
charities, she was chairman of 
the education committee for 
Hadassah in Nassau County. 

She leaves three sons, Wil
liam Srago, his wife, Pat and their 
daughters Rebecca and Cara, 
of Marlton, N.J.; Michael Srago 
and his wife Glenda Hobbs of 
Baltimore; and Larry Srago of 
Long Beach, N.Y.; a daughter, 
Roanne Srago Licht, her husband 
Richard, fo,:mer lieutenant gov
ernor of Rhode Island, and their 
children, Jaclyn and Jacob. 

Contributions may be 
made to Hadassah, Attn : 
Miriam Levy, SO West S8th 
St. New York, N.Y., 10019. 

From Page 37 

ANTIQUE DISTRICT 

A POSSIBILITY 

Weiss and his colleagues 
envision an antiques district to 
help "power" the creative arts 
economic engine now driv-
ing Pawtucket. Late last fall, 
East Siders Scott and Rae 
D avis established Rhode Island 
Antiques Mall in Pawtucket, 
offering antique lovers a wide 
array of shopping opportunities. 

"Herb [Weiss] is a little bull
dog, he's unrelenting in putting 

From Page 29 

Sock recalls that as a young 
woman it was hard to get a loan 
from a bank. Her parents were 
struggling, her brothers were 
in college and she was trying 
to help out with her family's 
finances but got overextended. 

"It meant an awful lot to 
me at the time," she says. 

Nowadays, Sock, who works 

Harold B. Werner, 87 
MIDDLETOWN - Harold Benja

min Werner, 87, a 
lifelong resident 
of Newport, died 
April 1. He was the 
owner of Potter & 
Company, New
port, the city's 
oldest continu-
ously operating 

family-owned clothing store. 
Born Sept. 11, 1920, he was the 

son of the late Herman Werner 
and Virginia Engel Werner. His 
father founded Potter & Company 
in 1906, opening its doors as a 
men's haberdashery the follow
ing year. Mr. Werner was a 1938 
graduate of Rogers High School 
and graduated from the State 
College of Rhode Island , now 
the University of Rhode Island. 

He was a member of Touro 
Synagogue and Temple Shalom. He 
supported many civic organizations 
and institutions, including Newport 
Hospital, the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, the Newport Boys 
& Girls Club, the Potter League 
for Animals, and the Preserva-
tion Society of Newport County. 

He was the brother of the late 
Florence Tobak Goldberg and 
Jack Werner. He is survived by a 
nephew, James Werner Tobak of 
Providence; three nieces, Helen 
Tobak Weisman of Newport, Caro
lyn Werner of Waltham, Mass., and 
Anne Goldberg Navarro of Jackson, 
N.J; four great-nephews, one great
niece and two great-great nephews. 

Burial was in The Jewish Cem
etery, Farewell Street, Newport. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Robert Potter League 
for Animals, the Preservation 
Society of Newport County 
or Newport Hospital. 

Alan Gil stein's credo: Do the right thing 
Long-time 

community advocate 
left the world a 

better place 

Bv RICHARD AsINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

N AN GILSTEIN, 
tireless community 

dvocate who served 
as both chair of The Miriam 
Hospital Board ofT rustees and 
The Miriam Hospital Founda
tion, died April 1, 2008, after a 
19-month struggle with cancer. 

"My father really cared 
about the community," his 
<laugher, Debbi Gilstein 
Jaffe, said. "He left the world 
a better place than he found 
it. He was incredibly giving 
of his time and resources 
- with our family, with the 
community, and with anyone 
he came in contact with." 

His wife, Suzanne Gilstein, 
said that "Alan lived by the 
credo: do the right thing. We 
were married for 43 years; we 
were pretty young when we got 
married," she continued. "We 
grew up together; we were a 
team." 

''Alan was so happy to be a 
grandfather," she continued, 
talking about Jacob Jaffe, 
Debbi's son, now 14 months 
old. 

Gilstein was a founding 
partner of Piccerelli, Gilstein & 

Company, LLP, one 
of Rhode Island's 
leading account-
ing firms. He was 
named one of the 
best accountants in 
Rhode Island by 
Money Magazine. 

"He was a 
consummate 
gentleman," said 
Jay Strauss, who 
served with Gil
stein on the board 
of The Miriam 
Hospital. "He was 
a good listener; I 
would always listen 
attentively to him. 
Alan was extremely 
well-versed in all 
matters dealing 
with financing and 
the hospital;' he 

Suzanne and Alan Gilstein. 

said. 
The passion for Miriam 

Hospital was very much a 
family tradition; Suzanne Gil
stein worked as a nurse at the 
hospital, and she also served as 
co-president of the Women's 
Association. In addition, she 
established the "navigator" pro
gram for breast cancer patients. 

In turn, both of his children, 
Adam and Debbi, also cur
rently work at The Miriam 
Hospital. 

According to Suzanne 
Gilstein, "some of the happiest 
moments were those that we 
shared on our boat in Narra
gansett Bay. We summered in 

Newport for 22 years." 
Mel Alperin, a close personal 

friend, said: "We spent many 
pleasant hours on Narragan
sett Bay together. In every 
sense, Alan was one of those 
who cared deeply about tikkun 
olam, repairing the world. He 
exhibited a great concern and 
care about the Rhode Island 
community. I will miss him a 
great deal personally, and so 
will the community." 

The Gilsteins believed it was 
very important to keep the link 
alive from Jewish generation 
to Jewish generation, and they 
were very generous in support
ing the Jewish community in 
Rhode Island. 

PAWTUCKET: Creative arts as an economic engine 
deals together," explained Scott 
Davis in a phone interview. 
'We wanted a large space, with 
parking, and near the highway 
to attract traffic and get good 
visibility. When we couldn't find 
that kind of space in Providence, 
we worked with Herb and others 
in Pawtucket. They were great 
in helping expedite our open
ing and addressing our needs 
with signage and other issues." 

While Davis is eager to see 
more businesses relocate in 
Pawtucket, he fears that another 

antiques mall could over saturate 
the area. "It'd be great, though, 
to see some boutique antique 
shops, stores, and restaurants," 
Davis said. "When people come 
to our antique mall, they want 
to visit other antique stores and 
go out to eat; I generally send 
them to Federal Hill. We have 
artists but no art galleries." 

REINVENTING ITSELF 

Pawtucket has become a 
case study of how a mill town 
can reinvent itself, said Weiss, 
who has spoken to art groups 

and civic officials in New York 
City, Philadelphia, New Bed
ford, and other towns to explain 
Pawtucket's renaissance. Indeed, 
the city has received favorable 
press from such regional and 
national media outlets as 1he 
Boston Globe, Providence Business 
News, 1he Wall Street Journal, 
1he Christian Science Moni-
tor, and 1he New York Times. 

What the next few years will 
bring is anyone's guess, but 
Weiss' vision for the city is clear. 
He dreams of more antique 

LOANS: When the interest is all about helping people 
as a medical biller, uses the loans 
to help pay for vacation or at 
times to help pay unexpected 
bills. The process is informal and 
supportive. "You don't have to 
go through the third-degree," 
she says compared with more 
formal bank loans. "It's meant 
so much to know that the 
help is there. It's too bad more 

people are not aware ofit." 
Donations are often made 

by family members in memory 
of relatives, who at one t ime 
borrowed from the group, or 
bequeaths in wills from past 
borrowers, Levcovitz explains. 
Another source of funds is the 
annual raffle, with a modest 
ticket price oUS. Many people 

send in more, Levcovitz says. 
Rappoport is among those who 

has remained a steady supporter. 
He is most impressed by the 
personal response he receives for 
his contributions, something he 
says makes the group stand out 
from other charities and causes 
he has supported over the years 
including many Jewish groups. 

stores, more people living in 
the downtown area who sup
port restaurants, services, and 
retail stores, and more oppor
tunities for art groups such as 
Stone Soup, the Gamm Theater, 

· and Mixed Magic Theater. 
"When people ask: 'what 

should we do tonight or next 
weekend?' I want them to think 
of Pawtucket as the place to go." 

Nancy Kirsch, a .freelance 
writer and consultant, lives 
in Providence. She can be 
reached at nkirsch@cox.net 

"I always received a personal 
thank you call from a board 
member," he recalls. "It made 
me feel good and I felt good 
that I was helping out," he says. 

For more information, contact 
the South PrtJ<Vidence Hebrew 
Free L oan Association, 400 
Reservoir Ave., 781-1949. 



PAGE 42 Jewish Voice & Herald April 18, 2008.._ _________________________ ___.a~'4L'LJ ::::1¥11.a£i~i1i.:=l::-..iful..:#ti..4-.;:1i.:•~•• 

Realtor since 1977 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 
Let YEARS of experience 

benefit YOU ! 

Exceptional Market Knowledge Multi-million Dollar Producer 

liWA!iHM:~1-,fi-
RF..llDENlw. BROKERAGE - - , , , ·* · · --· · 
Wishing You a Joyous 

Passover Holiday 

HARRY C. SAX, MD, FACS 
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PROFE SSOR OF SURGERY, BROWN MEDI C AL S C HOOL 

Ce"rtified by the 
National Organization of American Mohalim 

local anesthetic available 

1 30 Sessions Street• Providence, RI 
401-33 l - l 3 60 
www.rijha.org 

TEMPLE HABONIM 

* RABBI AND REW F. KLEIN 
AND THE CONGREGATION 

OF TEMPLE HABONIM 
WISH ALL A 

HAPPY PASSOVER! 

We are read everywhere 
Where in the world will we go next? 

ANTARCTICA 
TRUDY KATZ sent in this 
photo taken of her on a 
cruise to South America 

and Antarctica 
from Feb. 19 to March 6. 

GREECE 
JOSH STEIN notes he is not davening 

at the Temple of Apollo in Delphi, Greece. 

THE NEW SP APER invites readers to take along a copy of the 
Voice & Herald on their next trip and send us a photo. 

Photos can be emailed to voiceherald@jfri.org, with "We are read 
everywhere" in the subject line. Or, send to JV&H at 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, R.I. , 02906. 

SINGAPORE 
This photograph was 
taken in March 2008 at the 
Maghain Aboth Synagogue 
and Jacob Ballas Centre in 
Singapore during a recent 
visit by Marion F. Winkler 
of Cranston. Marion was 
visiting five hospitals as an 
invited expert in nutrition 
and critical care by the 
Ministry of Health in Sin
gapore. She is a registered 
dietitian in the Department 
of Surgery at Rhode Island 
Hospital. 

We have 
now been to: 

Antartica 
Africa: Tanzania 
Canada: Qyebec City 
Caribbean: Aruba, Cruises, 
Bonaire, St. Thomas, Caymen 
Islands 
Russia: Moscow 
Turkey: Istanbul 
Austria: Vienna; 
Croatia: Dubrovnik; 
Czech Republic: Prague; 
France: Paris, 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary: Budapest: 
Iceland: Reykjavik; 
Italy: Rome, Tuscany; 
Poland: Warsaw; 
Ukraine: Kharkov 
Cambodia: Angkor Wat 
China: Beijing, The Great Wall 
lndia: Taj Mahal, Mumbai 
Japan: Okinawa 
Laos 
Nepal 
Taiwan 
Singapore 
Thailand: Bangkok, Sukothai 
Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City 
Egypt: Luxor 
Israel: Tibcrias, Jerusalem 
Jordan 
Argentina: Buenos Aires 
Brazil 
Colombia: Bogota 
Peru: Chiclayo 
United States: 
Alaska 
Arizona: Scottsdale, Phoenix, 
The Grand Canyon 
Hawaii 
Washington: Mt. Rainier 
Florida: All over 
California: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Berkeley, Tiburon 
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Birth 
Engagements 

Charles Jacob "CJ" Cohen and Stephanie Markoff 

Ronald C. Markoff 
announces the engagement of 

his daughter, Stephanie Dani
elle, also the daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Phillips of 
Warwick announce the engagement 

of their son, Michael Phillips to Sara 
Cohen, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 

the late Lynn Carol Markoff, 
to Charles Jacob "CJ" Cohen, 
the son of Deborah Kravette 
Cohen and the late David 
Cohen of Rockvi lle Maryland. 
The future bride, a graduate of 
George Washington Universi ty 
and the Sotheby"s lnstitute of 
Art, in New York City, cur
rently works in the education 
department at the Corcoran 
Gallery of An in Washington . 
D.C. 
The future bridegroom , a 
graduate of Hoban and William 
Smith College in ew York, 
is an investigator with United 
States lnvestigation Services. 
The couple will be married on 
Aug. 31 al Temple Emanu-El. 

l sabelAlice Vann was 
born March 25 to Karin 
Zell and Eric Vann of San 
Diego, Cal. Her older sister 
is Sasha Eve, age two. 

Grandparents are Howard 
and Linda Zell of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, formerly of Kingston, 
R.l. , and Rick and Nancie 
Vann of La Jolla, Cal. 

People 
Classical High distinguished alumnus 

~
DGE BRUCE SELYA, a 

raduate of Classical High 
ool, class of 1951, will be 

honored at 
the Dis
tinguished 
Alumni 
awards 
dinner on 
April30 at 
the Provi
dence Mar
riott. Judge 

Judge Bruce Selya Selya's 
career on 

the bench began in 1982, when 
President Reagan named him to 
the United States District Coun 
for tlie District of Rhode Island. 
He soon developed a reputation 
for learned written opinions, 

which he freely traces back to his 
education at Classical. Four years 
later. President Reagan named 
him to tl1e United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit. 
wliere he continues to serve. 

He received his bachelor's degree 
from Harvard, magna cum laude, 
in 1955 and his law degree from 
Harvard, cum laude, in 1958. 

He has served as Chief Justice 
of the First Circuit, as well as on 
a number of national panels and 
commissions. Judge Selya has also 
contributed his time to educa
tion at various law schools, and 
on the board of Bryant College. 
He also has been a prominent 
leader at Rhode Island Hospital, 
ultimately becoming the found
ing chairman of Lifespan. 

Newman wins ice cream award 
ity, design 
and sales 
appeal, 
and has 
helped to 
raise the 
quality of 
all prod
ucts in the 

Joseph Cohen of Cherry Hill, NJ 
The future bride received her 

bachelor's degree from Pennsylvania 
State University and is a graduate 

student completing her master's degree 
in speech language pathology at 

LaSalle University. 
1he future bridegroom received his 

bachelor's degree from Brandeis Uni
versity and law degree from Villanova 

University. H e is an associate in the 
litigation department of Obermayer, 

R ehmann, Maxwell and H ippe!, LLP 
in P hiladelphia. Sara Cohen and Michael Phillips 

BARRY E. NEWMAN of 
Warwick lee Cream has been 

named Silver Spoon salesman of 
the year by the American Chefs 
Association, a national award 
presented to the person who has 
done the most for the frozen 
dessert industry, in the frozen ice 
cream cake and pie category. He 
has initiated a new line of products 
that have received awards for qua!-

line. In addition he has brought 
the plant up to kosher standards. 

Featuring a PJ Library 
story time, music, art 
project and snack. 

All are welcome to attendl 

Temple Emanu-EI Religious School 
Kindergarten Open House 

Sunday, May 4, 2008 
9:45 -11 :00 am. 

Where: 99 Taft Avenue 
Providence, RI 

In the Kindergarten Room 

RSVP to Sondra at 401-331-1616 
or smarold@teprov.org 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

~ 
Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 

861 -1403 

HAPPY PESACH 

LGC&D Wealth Management, LLC 
A Registered Investment Advisor 

JERROLD N. DORFMAN, CPNPFS, PRINCIPAL 

IO Weybosset Street • Providence, Rl • 401.421.4800 • www. lgcdwealth.com 
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TRADITION: Keeping the family together 

BARBARA REFFKIN, right, attends family seder with Nga, a Vietnamese refugee in 
1981 . 

From Page 26 

us) who know each other so well. We 
miss this closeness, and regret the years 
that have flown by. But most of all, we 
regret that our children do not have the 
same fam ily dynamic that we d id. 

We have not had a Gilstein family 
seder for many years now. Actually, this 
year, we attempted to arrange one, but 
our schedules would not allow for it. 

Recently, my cousin passed on. H e is the 

first loss of the grandchildren. During his 
shiva, the cousins made plans to orga-
nize a family reunion, and we are happy 
because two of the great grandchildren 
have agreed to round up the others of their 
generation. His death is our reminder 
of the importance of family, and of the 
special bond that we share. Being so close 
to Passover, we couldn't help but remem
ber, with fondness and wonderful memo
ries, the Gilstein fam ily circle seders. 

AWARD WINNING 
WATERFRONTCON~D~OSL----::11 

Minutes from downto1\n Providence and U Green APpo11 

1180 NARRAGANSETT BLVD .. EDGEWOOD, RI 

OPEN HOUSE ON WEE!<ENDS 

401-781-8100 • Rosedalelanding.com 
Dee Southerland - Sales Executive 

WIN A TRIP TO ISRAEl 
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May 14, 1948 -the State of Israel was established! 
May 8, 2008 -Jews worldwide celebrate Israel's 60th Anniversary! 

We can't imagine a world without a secure Israel or an 
Israel without the commitment of women like YOU! 

At this momentous time in Israel's history, do something amazing 
and support the extraordinary work of Hadassah! 

Make yourself or someone you love a Life Member of Hadassah any 
time between February 1st, 2008 and May 31st, 2008, and tell us, in 
60 words or less, what Life Membership in Hadassah means to you, 
and you may be eligible to win a Hadassah Mission to Israel for two 

(includes roundtrip airfare from NY and hotel)! 

One essay will be selected and the winner will be announced at the 
2008 National Convention in Los Angeles. 

Submit your written essay along with payment for Life Membership 
and Life Membership enrollment form by May 31,2008 to: 

Hadassah 
Attn: Life Membership, Essay Contest 

340 Main Street - Suite 869 
Worcester, MA 01608 

Please direct all questions to lifemembership@hadassah.org or 272-303-7402. 

Contest Rules and Eligibility 
• Entrants must be at least 18 years old and reside within the 50 United States 
• National Board members and employees of Hadassah are ineligible to enter 
• All submissions must be received by May 31,2008 
• All submissions must be written in English and must be 60 words or less 
• All submissions will become the property of and all rights in the submissions shall 

be deemed granted to and owned by Hadassah, and will bind the entrant to the 
rules and terms of participation 

• By submitting an essay, each entrant grants Hadassah the right to use their name 
in all publicity and marketing materials (including Hadassah's website) relating to 
the essay or essay contest 

• Hadassah reserves the right to disqualify any entrant for inappropriate content 
and/or failure to follow the contest rules 

• Hadassah reserves the right to cancel this contest and/or modify the prize 
awarded at any time and without notice 

• By submitting an essay, each entrant certifies that their essay is original, authored 
solely by them, and does not infringe upon the rights of any third parties 

• Void outside the 50 United States and where prohibited 
• Prize may be taxable to the extent required by law 
• Submissions are only complete if they contain the following sentence:"By 

submitting this essay, I agree to be bound by the rules and terms of participation 
in the Hadassah Life Membership Contest" (such sentence will be exclusive of the 
60 word limit) 


