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Firebombing of Israeli's apartment shocks community 
Motive for attack is 
unknown; incident 
under investigation 

BY RICHARD ASINOF 
rasinoj@j.fri.org 

PROVIDENCE- Three 
Jewish organizations, work
ing in cooperation with the 
Providence police depart
ment, have offered a $10,000 
reward for information lead
ing to the arrest and convic
tion of anyone responsible for 
the March 15 firebombing 
of an apartment where an 
Israeli emissary was living. 

The Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, the Anti
Defamation League and 
the Hillel House serving 
both Brown University and 
the Rhode Island School of 
Design campuses announced 
the reward at a news con
ference March 17 at Provi
dence Police headquarters. 

At the news conference, 
Herbert B. Stern, president 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, called it "a 

See ATTACK, Page 15 

Photo by Richard Asinof 

EARLY SATURDAY MORNING, March 15, at about 1:1 5 a.m., tw o 
Molotov cocktails were thrown at the second floor apartment at 
122 Camp St. in Providence, above. One ignited outside the bui ld
ing, causing little damager. Another apparent ly came through an 

open window and landed in the bedroom of 24-year-old Yossi 
Knafo, but it did not ignite. 

Strong, positive response after Molotov 
cocktails thrown at Camp Street apartment 

BvMARYKORR 
mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - In the after
math of the unsolved Molotov 
cocktai l bombing March 15 
at the off-

it happened. He tried to call 
Yossi to make certain he was 
safe, but was unable to con
nect with him. He spoke to a 
Hillel staffer, who reassured 
him Yossi was unharmed but 

shaken up. His 
campus apart
ment oflsraeli 
emissary 

"One of the 
roommate and 
a tenant on the 
third floor were 
also uninjured. 

Yossi Knafo, 
a 24-year-old 
Brown/ RISD 
Hillel 
employee, 
members of 
the Brown 
community 
gathered 
Tuesday 
night, March 
19, in Alum
nae Hall 
to express 
their out-

things the Jewish 
community has 

demonstrated to 
us is that we can't 
succumb to fear." 

Ruth Simmons, 
president of Brow n 

University 

"I told a 
friend what 
happened to 
Yossi, and her 
first thought 
was his home 
in Israel was 
bombed," 
Reis said. 

He also called 
the Anti D efa
mation League 

rage and move forward with 
positive courses of action. 

(ADL), in light 
of the recent devastating attack 
on the yeshiva in Jerusalem 
which killed eight students. 
Reis noted the "greater forces 
happening outside us, forces of 

First-year student H arry 
Reis, a friend of Knafo's, was 
deeply disturbed when he heard 
about the incident shortly after See AFTERMATH, Page 10 

JCPA Plenum marks 40th anniversary of King's death 

Photo courtesy JCPA 

GEORGIA'S U.S. REP. JOHN LEWIS gave an emotional and inspiring speech about the commitment 
of the Jewish community to the Civil Rights movement at a temple that, 50 years earlier, had been 

bombed by white supremacists. 

D elegates discuss, debate Iran, Gaza, 
Darfur and social policy issues 

Bv MARTY COOPER genocide in Darfur, immigra-
mcooper@j.fri.org tion, poverty, injustice, health T care, homelessness, interfaith 
HE JEWISH public 
Affairs Council and cultural issues. And, we 

would also discuss how to 
(JCPA) Plenum, utilize our elected officials. 

recently held in Atlanta, was 
Another aspect of the 

a poignant event th is year Plenum is to discuss and vote 
- it coincided with the 40'h 

on resolutions for the JCPA 
anniversary of the assas-
sination of Martin Luther to support. In all, there were 

seven resolutions proposed; 
King, Jr. It also marked the 

JFRI had six votes to cast. 50'h year of the bombing of 
David Leach, chair of the 

"The Temple" in Atlanta by R I CRC d M . R. h . . , an axine 1c -
a white supremacist group. 

man, attending the Plenum 
Prior to attending the 

and newly elected to the 
Plenum two weeks ago - my 
first_ I was told I would JCPA Board of Directors, 
learn from the wisest Com- discussed each resolution as it 

came up and voted as a block. 
munity Relations Council 
directors in the nation. Resolutions ranged from 

the Israeli-Palestinian peace I We would be discussing 
process to interfaith relations, 

issues and hearing experts 
on advocacy for Israel, the See PLENUM, Page 9 
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THE 100-VOICE CHORUS of the Providence Singers will perform 
April 6 at Temple Emanu-EI. 

Providence Singers to salute Gershwin at 
April 6 concert at Emanu-El 

Gershwins Jewish
American roots will 

be explored 
BvThMPLE EMANU-EL STAFF 

Special to 7he Voice & Herald 

THIS YEAR'S Benton A . 
Odessa Memorial Concert - to 
be presented at Temple Emanu
El at 3 p.m. on Sunday, April 
6 - features the Providence 
Singers in Fascinatin' Rhythm, 
a salute to George Gershwin. 
Led by artistic director Andrew 
Clark, the 100-voice chorus 
celebrates the great American 
composer's lyrical legacy- from 
Porgy and Bess highlights, sung 

Charting a Course 

fhr lrweslo1:, 

in the Micro-Cap 

:ilock Markel 

from the orig inal musical score, 
to classics from Broadway, 
Hollywood and Tin Pan Alley. 
During the concert, Clark 
discusses G ershwin's li fe and 
music, influenced by his Jewish
American roots, the traditions 
and innovations of European 
classical composers, the emerg
ing jazz scene in New York, and 
the richly varied cultural move
ments of the early 20'h century. 

Established in 1971, the 
Providence Singers is a lead
ing choral performance and 
education organization serv
ing southern New England .-

7he concert, which is free and 
open to the public, will be at' 3 
p. m. in the main sanctuary. 

Eliot, Rose Asset Management, LLC is an investment 

advisory and portfolio management firm focused 

on micro-cap value securities. We do one thing and we 

do it well. To learn more about how we can help you 

achieve your investment goals, call us at 401.588.5102. 

~ 
ELJOT·ROSE 
ASSET MANAGEMENT 

Ga r:, S. Si pers te 1n Pre.'i1drnt www .e li o trose. co m 
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Religion of the heart 
Is it a coincidence 

that passionate 
intention can be 
found in both 
Hasidism and 
Methodism? 

B v ) OHNJ. CLAYTON 

jclayton@english.umass.edu 

I 'VE COM E UPO an 
amazing coincidence - if 
it is a coincidence. M aybe 

it's the zeitgeist, the spirit of 
the times, 
that accounts 
for the 
similarities. 
You decide. 

In the 
late 1730s 
in E ngland, 
John W esley, 
founder of 
Methodism, 

was preparing to undertake 
his evangelical career, and in 
the 1740s it began to flower. 
Avoiding the wealthy and 
respectable, he preached to the 
common people of England, 
largely in the open air. He 
tried hard not to break from 
the established church, but 
eventually it could be said that 
the church broke with Wesley, 
and Methodism as a separate 
form of Protestantism was 
born. 

Cut to Eastern Europe: 
in the late 1730s, Israel ben 
Eleazer, the Ba'al Shem Tov, 
came out of the Carpathian 

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES 

For Greater 
Rhode Island 

March 21 6:40 
March 28 6:47 
April 4 
April 11 

6:55 
7:03 

. i · I - . .. 
. ... ~ 

.. 

Mountains where he had been 
in seclusion, praying and med
itating, and became a preacher 
and miracle worker. In the 
1740s he began to attract a 
large number of followers, 
and H asidism was born . His 
teachings and the teachings of 
his followers were, like those 
of W esley, rejected by the 
establishment, the rabbinate 
- so much 
so that the 
H asid ic lead
ership was 
often excom
mun icated 
and at times 
handed over 
to the Rus
sian authori
t ies to be put 
in prison. 

W esley 
was accused 
of "enthu
siasm," 
an overly 
passionate, 
personal reli
g ious fervor. 
So was the Ba'al Shem Tov. 
Both emphasized passion-
ate connection to God, what 
H asidism calls devekut. 

Of course these two men 
never heard of one another. 
There were very few TV sta
tions in the 1740s, not many 
jet flights between Russia and 
England, and as for the Inter
net, well... 

Of course, there are huge 
differences. Let's look at the 
similarities. John W esley and 
his followers, like the Ba'al 

Shem Tov and his followers, 
resisted an empty formalism, 
ritual without kavannah (pas
sionate intention). Instead of 
religious functionaries, they 
were charismatic leaders. 

There are stories about men 
who came to attack Wesley 
but after looking him in the 
eyes , fell at his feet and swore 
to follow him for life. There's a 

story about 
a young 
scholar, a 
disciple of a 
zaddik, Reb 
H ayyim 
of Sanz, 
one of the 
chari smatic 
teachers 
who fol
lowed the 
Ba'al Shem. 
The young 
scholar is 
confronted 
by a rabbi 
who asks 
him why, 
when he, 

the rabbi, has such depth of 
scholarship and knowledge of 
halacha (the approved ways of 
living a holy life) why so many 
Jews attend the zaddik's court 
and ignore the rabbi. 

"Well," said the young man, 
"as a follower of the zaddik, 
I have certain powers. For 
instance, I know what you 
were thinking just now." 

The rabbi, a Litvak irritated 
by tales of wonder rabbis, 

See FERVOR, page 6 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"One of the things the Jewish community 

has demonstrated to us is that 
we can't succumb to fear." 

Ruth Simmons 
SEE Page 1 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
The Battle 

for Jerusalem 

SEE Page 13 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

The Voice & Herald's 
Passover 

special section 



Obama converts to Judaism 
CHICAGO, ILL: . Sen. Barack Obam_a and 
his wife, Michelle, announced today that 
they were converting to Judaism. Obama 
said the change in his religion had been 
prompted by a ongoing dialogue with 
Abraham Foxman, the head of the Anti
Defamation League. 

Obama also indicated that a genea
logical search had uncovered that he was 
related to a General Ba ·,k, who had been 
chosen by Deborah to lead the successful 
fight against the Canaanites. 

Ex-Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, 
who spent millions of his own money in 
a failed attempt to win the Republican 
presidential nomination, criticized the 
conversion during an appearance on the 
Rush Limbaugh radio show, saying it rep
resented a change of heart to win voters, 
rather than a heartfelt change. 

Sen. Joseph Lieberman welcomed Sen. 
Obama's conversion, and invited the 
newest Jew in the U.S. Senate to join in a 
daily minyan. 

Sen. Hillary Clinton, Obama's chief 
rival for the Democratic presidential 
nomination, welcomed the-change by 
saying: "It takes a shtetl to raise ~ child. 
We are all mishpucha~." 

'Blazing Saddles'-ban.ned from 
TVbyDisney 

ORLANDO: Saying the Yiddish used in 
, the Mel Brooks' movie, "Blazing Sad-

dles," was obscene, executives at Disney 
, moved quickly to ban the film from the 
I airwaves. "We had no idea what the joke 
' was when Mel Brooks named one of the 
• lead characters, Lili von Shtupp," said 

Michael !snot, president of Disney, apolo
gizing for his own 34 years of ignorance. 
"How did that ever get past the censors?" 
he asked rhetorically. 

In another related move, a newly 
formed Congressional committee is 
investigating similar uses of Yiddish in 
American literature. "Catch-22, the novel 
by Joseph Heller, features a character 
named Lt. Sheiskopf," said former Sen. 
Rick Sanctimonious. "Even though these 
works have been in the mainstream of 
culture for decades, it's never too late to 
protect the sensitive ears of our children." 
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Breaking Purim news briefs 
Jon Stewart chosen as new 

rabbi at Emanu-El 
PROVIDENCE: Jon Stewart, the host of 
The Daily Show on The Comedy Chan
nel, has been appointed the new rabbi at 
Temple Emanu-El, the search committee 
announced recently. "We felt that there 
was no better Jewish person at asking 
questions, a quintessential Jewish tradi
tion," the news release from the search 
committee said. "Grand Rebbe Stewart, 
as he wishes to be called, will bring two 
things to our congregation: a good sense 
of humor, and an ability to attract young 
people to the congregation." 

Stewart, who said that he would be 
giving up his Daily Show position to 
take the job, said it was time for him "to 
become a full member of the tribe in all 
my activities." He promised that his ser
mons would still be filled with his New 
York-style humor, but that his language 
would improve. 

Stewart said he would begin the posi
tion after the conclusion of the Presiden
tial election. After eight years of making 
fun of President George W. Bush and his 

· colleagues, Stewart concluded that the 
future was bleaker for the comedic life
style. Stew;,.rt also said that he planned on 
growing a full beard. 

Chocolate chips in 
hamantashen linked to culi

nary infections 
PROVIDENCE: The Voice & Herald cor
respondent Yehuda Lev reports that one 
of the sins most in need of repentance 
on Yorn K.ippur concerns the misuse 
of chocolate chips in the Jewish diet. 
(This, he says, is not a kashrut issue but 
one of simple humanitarian consider
ation.) "The latest evidence of the ghastly 
neglect given the Jewish palate is this," 
Lev writes. "Somewhere in the dimmest 
recesses of a tiny hamantashen factory 
in darkest Brooklyn, a worker is qui-
etly stuffing the Doughy Triangle with 
chocolate chips. Not only that, but some 
apparently misguided folk are buying and 
(gasp!) apparently eating them under the 
illusion that they are proper substitutes 
for poppy seeds and prune whip." 

Further, according to Lev, the North
ridge, Calif., earthquake that occurred 

in the San Fernando Valleyin 1994, was 
also deeply connected to this most venial 
of sins. Close to its epicenter was a Jewish 
afternoon school that raised money by 
selling challah with chocolate chips. "This 
was the challah most favored by the inno
cent little tykes, who brought them home 
for Shabbat, thus spreading the culinary 
infection far beyond the boundaries of 
the center of this most improper criminal 
act." But there is a God in heaven after 
all, Lev said. The epicenter of the quake 
was directly beneath the bakery produc
ing this illegal concoction." 

Kollel launches family 
planning classes 

HOUSTON, TEX: Kolle! has launched 
Family Planning 2.5, a special new class 
in Jewish family planning techniques, 
with the help of a new federal grant from 
the U.S. Department of Education for 
faith-based initiatives. 

The class, which is based on a scholarly 
approach to Judaism, will feature a series 
of guest lecturers, including Dr. Laura, 
Dr. Ruth, Dr. Fine, Dr. Howard, and Dr. 
Fein. The goal is to increase the number 
of responsible Jewish parents in the 
United States. 

"The Jewish community needs to 
address its declining birth rate," said 
Rabbi I.M. Blessed, "particularly when 
we consider the explosive birthrate of 
Arabs in the Middle East." 

Culinary Jewish Institute 
begun at Johnson & Wales 

pniversity 
PROVIDENCE1 RI: A new institute 
focused on the culinary tradition of 
Judaism will open next year at Johnson 
& Wales University, according to Chef 
Kuk.in Widclass. The institute will offer a 
two-year degree in Culinary Jewish Arts. 

The goal of the institute, ChefWid
class said, is to establish a new line of 
Jewish restaurants and delis throughout 
the Northeast. "It's a shanda! Right now, 
there is a severe shortage of Jewish delis," 
he said. "If you want a really good pas
trami sandwich, or corned beef sandwich, 
you have to drive .to New York City. We 
see this a real need in the local market
place." 
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The course schedule includes the 
traditional fare ofJewish holiday celebra
tions - matzoh ball soup, pot roast, roast 
chicken, blintzes, and kugel. It will also 
feature vegetarian offerings and guest 
chefs for challah-bak.ing. 

Channel 44 is considering airing a por
tion of the classes, under the title: "The 
Jewish American Cu~ine." 

New tribe asks for federal 
recognition, seeks to open 

new casino 
PROVIDENCE, R.I.: A small tribe of 
Ashkenazi Jews, saying that they were 
the true ancestors of Mative Americans, 
having made the trek across from Sibe
ria to the North American continent in 
10,000 B.C.E., formally applied with die 
U.S. Department oflnterior for recogni
tion as a Native American tribe. 

Once having been granted tribal 
status, the Ashkenazi descendants, who 
call themselves the East Side Wupi, say 
they plan to build a multi-million dollar 
gaming facility on the former campus 
of Butler Hospital, which they claim 
was part of the original settlement of 
East Side Wupi before Roger Williams 
reached his agreement with the Nip
mucks. 

On his talk show, ex-felon Buddy 
Cianci criticized the move, saying that 
the possibility of a new casino in Provi
dence would lead to new government cor
ruption, including bribery and extortion. 

"There will be lots of stains on every
one's ties if this goes through," he prom
ised. "And it ain't going to be kosher." 

Reform movement launches 
new initiative for female 

mohels 
SHORT HIW, NJ: A new initiative to 
train female mohels has been launched 
by the Reform movement, seeking to 
create an equal opportunity employ
ment situation for women. "For too long, 
women have been denied the opportunity 
to become mohels," said Rabbi Ezekiel 
Pullchick. "The community must not cut 
off its nose to spite its face," he said. 

Happy Purim! 
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FROM THE 

ExEcuTIVE EDITOR 

Much to be 
thankful for 
BY RICHARD AsINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

IN THE AITERMATH of 
the attempted firebombing of 
an Israeli emissary's apartment 

in Providence this past weekend, 
the Jewish community of Rhode 
Island has learned it has much for 
which it can be very thankful. 

No was killed or injured, and 
property damage was minimal. 

The Providence police depart
ment, under the leadership of 
Chief Dean Esserman and Mayor 
David Cicilline, responded 
quickly and diligently to the situ
ation. So, too, did the state and 
federal authorities, including the 
FBI and the state attorney's office. 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, and its Community Rela
tions Council, did an excellent 
job in contacting local schools, 
agencies and synagogues, alerting 
them to the potential security risk. 

While many increased security 
measures were taken as a precau
tion, the full expression of vibrant 
Jewish life in the community did 
not appear to miss a beat, with 
Purim carnivals and events occur
ring throughout Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 

The news media here in Provi
dence provided accurate accounts 
and avoided sensationalism, 
unlike some ofits Israeli counter
parts. 

On the Brown campus, where 
the Israeli emissary worked at 
Hillel, students, faculty and 
administration responded with 
dignity and maturity, using the 
incident as a way to bring the 
community together. 

The motive for the attack 
remains unknown; hopefully, the 
$10,000 reward offered by three 
Jewish organizations led by the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
will help lead to the apprehen
sion of anyone responsible for this 
violent act. 

That said, it's also important 
to place the incident in context 
and recognize how numb we have 
become to much of the ongoing 
violence in the world around us. 

Yesterday, there was a suicide 
car bombing in Afghanistan, kill
ing three NATO soldiers and four 
Afghans; two U.S. soldiers killed 
in a roadside bombing north of 
Baghdad, raising the five-year 
death toll for American service
men and women to about 4,000; 
a female suicide bomber struck 
Shi'ite worshipers in Karbala, 
killing at least 43 people; and 
more rockets fell upon Sderot in 
Israel. 

And, here in Rhode Island, 
the violence that occurs on a 
daily basis on some of the region's 
meaner streets - robberies, stab
bings, gang-related incidents, 
attacks on women - seems as far 
away from our lives as Iraq. 

Hopefully, the attempted fire
bombing will serve as a wake-up 
call. 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

For Spitzer, a case of poetic political justice 
'What goes around 

comes around' 

THE GERMANS have a word for it: 
Schadenfruend. 

If you want a clear definition of 
its meaning, look at the broad grins on the 
faces of the Wall Street brokers when they 
learned of ex-Gov. Eliot Spitzer's recent, 
well-publicized indiscretions. They had 

been the subjects of his 
investigations as attorney 
general of New York, and 
they could not have 

before that as Attorney General. 
Come to think ofit, Spitzer is not in trou

ble because he spent $80,000 on prostitutes 
(well, maybe with his wife,) but because he 
played fast and loose with the Mann Act 
in sending one of his lady "friends" across 
state lines to Washington and because of 
serious questions regarding his shufll.ing the 
books to hide the payments. Your observer, 
who cannot shuffle his books even to hide 
a bill for his wife's birthday present, is not 
prepared to comment on the charges but I 
shouldn't think they would include a little 
shuffling between the sheets. 

George Bernard Shaw wrote a very funny 
play about them sometime later. 

Yet, the same conditions prevailed when 
the careers of both of the current Democratic 
candidates for president were tangentially 
caught up in scandal. Of the case of Mrs. 
Clinton's husband's peccadilloes and his 
impeachment, we are overly aware, and Mr. 
Obama probably would not have made it into 
the Senate if his opponent in 2004 had not 
been involved in a sex scandal. Sex and poli
tics have always been a steamy mix. Golda 
Meir, long divorced from Mr. Meyerson, 
had a lover who was high up in the Israeli 

Yehuda 
Lev 

been more overjoyed 
at the news of his 
downfall. 

In other, more 
sophisticated and 
accepting societies, 
these matters are han
dled differently. At 
the funeral of French 

"He didn't have the luxury enjoyed 
by Caesar and Cleopatra, who 

sailed the Nile on a barge in full 
view of the local media." 

political hierarchy, but do you think it 
ever made the newspapers? Good luck 
searching for it. 

Excepting its religious strictures 
regarding marriage, Israel has always 
been relatively lax about individual's 
sexual behavior. The military doesn't 

President Francoise Mitterand, both 
Spitzer's problem is not so much what he 

did as when he did it. In "Olden Tymes" it 
would have taken weeks before the word got 
around and by then it would be buried as 
"olde" news. In the 21st century it became 
world news the minute the media and the 
Internet made it a "Breaking Story" and 

care which sex its soldiers prefer - no 
"don't ask, don't tell" - and if memory 
serves correctly, a member of the First 
Knesset, a European Jew, came to Pal-his wife and his mistress were in attendance 

and treated equally well by all. In Israel, 
a former president was accused of sexual 
harassment by several women who worked 
for him; he resigned, but no legal action was 
ever taken. (A shanda for the goyim, was the 
usual response to inquiries as to why he was 
not prosecuted.) And, even in our country, 
Nelson Rockefeller, the late governor of 
New York, died in the arms of his mistress 
and you had to search diligently through the 
media reports to discover this interesting but 
apparently inconsequen~al 9etail. Of course, 
Rockefeller also made many friends during 
his long political career, while Spitzer made 
only enemies during his year as governor and 

the pressure on Spitzer to resign made his 
position untenable even before his pro farma 
apology. He didn't have the luxury enjoyed 
by Alexander Hamilton whose long-stand
ing affair with a married woman was only 
exposed when a pamphleteer published 
some of their back and forth love letters, or 
by Caesar and Cleopatra who sailed the Nile 
on a barge in full view of the local media. 
Most of us didn't find out about it until 

Letters to the Editor 

estine with two wives and kept them both. 
Maybe Spitzer's biggest mistake was in 

choosing the wrong country for his politi
cal career. Or, maybe not. He is, as you may 
know, married to a gentile woman. Two 
wives? OK. Same-sex partners? No prob
lem. Intermarriage? In Israel, that can end a 
political career and cannot even legally take 
place in the country, all marriages being 
performed by clergymen whose chances of 
breaking with tradition are roughly the same 
as Wall Street brokers feeling sorry about 
Spitzer's self-made dilemma. 

Schadenfreund rules. 

Yehuda Lev can be reached at yehudal@cox.net. 

Harold Katz played commanding role on Haganah ship 
IAM WRITING to embel

lish the article "Defying the 
British on the High Seas" which 
appeared in the Feb. 22 edition. 

What the article fails to report 
is that the crew member seen 
in the very center of the accom
panying photo was a resident 
of Rhode Island. He is Harold 
Katz, who now lives in Israel 
with his wife, children, and 
grandchildren. They are not far 
from my son-in-law's mother. 

I met Harold in 1948 after his 
return from Palestine, before the 
state oflsrael was born. I had 
volunteered to recruit pilots for 
the nascent state; Harold was a 
student at Harvard Law School. 
H e provided me with informa
tion and assistance in spreading 
the word. 

His own experience as an 
officer in the United States 
Navy, serving in a Pacific 
fleet destroyer squadron, had 
allowed him to play a key role 
in navigating the Haganah ship 
related in your printed story. 

Harold introduced me to my 
wife whose family traces its 

arrival in Rhode Island ·to the 
nineteenth century. When we 

ding service with Rabbi Lewis. 
Harold's legal career allowed 

"The crew member seen in the very center 
of the accompanying photo was a resident 

of Rhode Island. He is Harold Katz, who 
now lives in Israel with his wife, children, 

and grandchildren." 

married in Touro Synagogue, 
Harold and his wife Miriam 
were present. His father, Rabbi 
Katz, participated in the wed-

him to represent the new state 
oflsrael in purchasing major 
supplies for its newly created 

military forces. When two 
of my children made their 
homes in the Jewish state, I 
spent many delightful hours 
reminiscing with him about 
his first footsteps in the Holy 
Land, and the weeks spent 
in a Cyprus refugee camp. 

We have every right to be 
proud ofNaval Officer Harold 
Katz who called Newport, 
Rhode Island his home base 
when he volunteered to play a 
key role on the Hatikvah. 

Irving Kessler 
Newport 

Purim in Sderot: a different meaning for children under siege 

PURIM FOR KIDS is the 
holiday that trumps all 

others. It is the one day no one 
shushes you in temple during 
Megillah reading, dessert is an 
all-day affair, and of course 
you get to dress up!! It is also 
a precursor for springtime and 
Passover. Unfortunately, though, 
for hundreds of children living 
in southern Israel this year, 
Purim and Pesach may not be 

what they are used too. For the 
past three years, those living in 
Sderot have been under a con
stant barrage of rocket fire from 
Gaza, and live in a heightened 
sense of fear and anxiety. 

Recently Noam Bedim, the 
founder of Sderot media, came 
to speak at Stern College and 
addressed New York City uni
versity students. He related sto
ries that most of us had never 

heard of. While we are all well 
aware of the current situation, 
we don't necessarily hear the 
emotion behind the numbers 
and statistics. He spoke of 
families crowding onto the first 
floors of their homes because 
otherwise they would be too far 
from the shelters or of parents 
forced to choose which child to 
save first when diving for cover. 

See SDEROT, Page 21 
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I REMEMBER my first 
Purim as a groom. It was the 
last day of our F. Scott and 

Zelda period. We were in Eng-
land on a quick exchange. We'd 
swapped houses with a professor 

of British 
colonial 
history who 
needed a 
place to stay 
in Rhode 
Island. It 
was a mar-
riage made 
in heaven, 
much like 
the one 
upon which 

I was embarking. 
Our plane landed the day 

before Purim and being young 
and in love, my wife and I had 
celebrated the beginning of the 
holiday by ourselves, drink-
ing to excess in the traditional 
manner, falling fast asleep on 
top of the down mattress we had 
the pleasure of using for those 
two weeks. The next morning 
around midnight (according to 
my biological clock, though it 
was 6 a.m. English time) we 

SOME PEOPLE think 
I am too serious. 

They are wrong. 
Actually, I have a quite 

healthy sense of humor. Indeed, 
I am quite serious about humor. 

This issue of the Voice & 
Herald is being distributed on 
Purim, a festive holiday involv
ing costumes and feasting and 
drinking. I am serious in my 

Alan 
Krinsky 

observance 
of Purim, 
too. 

What, 
then, does it 
mean to say 
someone is 
too serious? 
The phrase 
suggests that 
there is an 
appropri

ate level or range of serious
ness and that to go beyond 
this in either direction is a 
failing, or at least undesir
able . In one direction, a person 
is not serious enough; in the 
other, a person is too serious. 

As with many things, includ
ing religion and politics, most 
of us tend to view ourselves as 
inhabiting a region of appro
priate, reasonable opinions. 
Everyone else is too far to 
the right or left. The same, I 
suspect, with seriousness. 

FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

A Purim prank spoken in the Queen's English 
heard a pounding on the front how to unlock the bolt and dressed and sylphlike glided 
door. We both responded with I threw the portal open to down the stairs. (She'd just 
the same articulate grunts, confront an uncaring world. abandoned Zelda and entered 
"Huh, wha' what's happen- The man I blearily saw hadn't her Loretta Young phase). She 
ing?" More pounding. I got up, shaved that day, or the day said to me, calmly, "Josh, he's 
not knowing where and when before, apparently. He wore the dustbin man and he wants 
my clothes had come off. More work cloths that hadn't been to collect our rubbish." "Oh," I 
pounding. Whoever it was, he or washed since the Blitz. He said sheepishly, glad once again 
they, were certainly persistent. "I stared at me incredulously. I that I'd married a linguist. 
can't go down to the door "Tha's right, Guv," said the 
like this," I protested. now smiling dustbinrn.in, 
"Here, wear this," saith 

"Our dustbin man was, in 
as he lasciviously eyed my 

the bride. Hurriedly I pretty bride and waited for 
put on her pink shorty fact, the rabbi of the local me to collect any household 
robe. Inside out. Natu-

Reform (they call it "Liberal") 
garbage we might have. 

rally I could not find the Sadly the owners had left 
buttons and because of synagogue." us a spotless home to move 
an obvious discrepancy into, so there was none. 
between her sveltness and Feeling abashed at the lack I 
my rotundity I couldn't found a slipper half chewed 
properly close the thing. stared back at him with wonder by some kind of animal I'm glad 

Stumbling out the door of - as in, "I wonder what this to say we never actually saw. This 
the bedroom, half blindly (my fellow is, and what he wants?" meager object I placed into a 
glasses hadn't been anywhere He attempted to resolve the plastic bag and proudly presented 
near my fumbling fingers when issue by saying, screaming at to our garbage man, who looked 
I'd shot bolt upright as the me, really, "DOOSTBINMIN," at the paltry offering with ill-
pounding began), I found the which did not do a great deal disguised disdain. "Tua' it, Guv?" 
stairs, and trooped down, half to clarify anything. "What?" he asked. "Yup," I said, sheep-
falling, fully confused, head I shouted in reply. "DOOST- ishly. "Right-o," he replied. "Hag 
throbbing, eyes bleary, mouth BIN MIN," he said, still louder. Purim Sameach!" and off he went. 
dry, hair a shambles, eyes "What?" "ROOBISH!" Well, My mouth agape, I tried 
bloodshot. After an intermi- this was not getting us very far. calling after him. "How' d you 
nable moment I remembered By now Penney had gotten know we were Jewish, that this 

NOT ALONE 

Seriously now, don't take this lightly 
So, if! see someone who is 

less serious than me, I need to 
label her or him as not serious 
enough, because if the person is 
appropriately serious, then I am 
too serious. And, if the person 
I imagine as more serious than 
me is appropriately serious, 
then by default I am not serious 
enough. Most of us do not want 
to be thought of as too serious, 
but all the more so we do not 
want to be 
character-

ments on behalf of serious
ness? Why, appearances 
to the contrary, do I not 
think I am too serious? 

How can we succeed in our 
endeavors if we are not seri
ous? Aspiring professional 
athletes and musicians must 
take their crafts quite seri
ously and not let up in their 
pursuit. Do we criticize them 
for being too serious for all the 

of nutrition and earning a mas
ter's degree in public health). 

Furthermore, the truth is that 
we take many seemingly trivial 
things, such as entertainment, 
quite sedously. How many of 
us plan to go to the movies, 
purchase a ticket., and stroll in 
half-way through the film? I get 
anxious if! miss the first few 
seconds. More seriously, how 
many of us would arrive half an 

ized as not 
serious 
enough. 

"Indeed, one reason I know I am not too 

hour late for an impor
tant meeting at work, 
one where our boss will 
be present? If we were 
invited to the White 
House, would we arrive 
late? And chat while the 
President was speaking? 

When 
we call 
someone 
too seri
ous, this 

serious is the clear fact, established over 
years, that I do not take exercise and 

healthy eating as seriously as I should." 

is perhaps 
because 
that person's seriousness calls 
into question our own behavior. 
To use an analogy borrowed 
from my wife's professional 
work, the addictions field, many 
individuals who have become 
sober discover that their pre
sobriety friends feel uncom
fortable around them. This is 
because the very reality of the 
sober friend can be felt as an 
indictment of one's continued 
alcohol or drug use or abuse. 

What, then, are my argu-

hours they spend practicing? 
How can we expect our mar

riages to succeed if we do not 
commit to them seriously? How 
can we expect to raise consider
ate and creative children if we · 
do not approach their growth 
and education seriously? 

Indeed, one reason I know I 
am not too serious is the clear 
fact, established over year;, 
that I do not take exercise and 
healthy eating as seriously as I 
should (and despite both writ
ing a dissertation on the history 

And yet, how many of 
·us arrive late to syna
gogue? And even for 
those of us who arrive 

not so late or even on time, 
how do we act once there? How 
seriously do we take it? Do we 
talk throughout the service? 
And when we talk do we talk 
about religious matters or about 
work or sports or what-not? Do 
we behave with the serious
ness appropriate to standing 
before God in a house of God? 

More broadly in our reli
gious and spiritual lives, 
how do we treat building a 
relationship with God? As 

is Purim?" But the words didn't 
come out, and as I saw him toss 
our trash into the back of the 
big garbage truck I'd somehow 
failed to notice until this point, 
he waved enigmatically and that 
was the last I saw of him on that 
morning. "A Jewish dustbin-
min?" I mumbled snobbishly. 

Only later did I find out what 
really happened that morning. 
Our dustbin man was, in fact, the 
rabbi of the local Reform (they 
call it "Liberal") synagogue who 
was a friend of the house's owner 
who had told him that Jews were 
moving in for a couple of weeks. 
In the spirit of Purim the rabbi 
had donned the garb of a garbage 
man and pulled our legs. After all 
these years (30 by last count) we 
still exchange Purim cards and 
visit each other when we are in 
the other's country. An odd way 
to begin a life-long friendship, 
but life is strange with its twists 
and turns. Just ask O,,een Esther. 

josh Stein is on a research 
assignment in Greece. He sends 
this far the Purim edition. He can 
be reached at jstein@rwu.edu. 

a profound encounter? Or 
as just another hobby? 

When we say we should not 
take ourselves too seriously, we 
do not really mean not to take 
our lives and pursuits seriously. 
We mean by the expression 
not to inflate one's own ego, 
not to assuine everything I do 
or think is of supreme impor
tance. It is meant to humble 
us in a small way, not to give 
license to whatever behavior we 
choose. However, this does not 
mean we should not be seri
ous and do things seriously. 

So, when we view a well
staged film or attend a stirring 
concert, we should seriously 
enjoy ourselves. When we 
share jokes we should laugh 
heartily. When we go to work, 
we should do our jobs with 
commitment. When we go on 
vacation, we should not bring 
work with us, stuffed into 
our physical or mental bag
gage. When in synagogue, we 
should act seriously, as befits 
the activity and purpose of 
prayer. And on Purim, we 
should be festive . Seriously. 

Alan Kri12sky can be contacted 
at adkrinsky@netzero.net. 
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It's about engagement, not who stands under the huppah 

Esther's intermarriage 
offers an insight 
to challenges of 
contemporary 

Jewish life 

Bv LEONARD SAXE, 

FERN CHERTOK AND 

BENJAMIN PHILLIPS 

Special To 1he Voice & Herald 

WALTHAM, Mass. (JTA) 
- Purim is a time to dull our 
senses with drink and cloak our 
identity by dressing in costume. 
We do so in order to confront 
a troubling part of our history 
and the threats to Jewish life 
and continuity in tl\e Diaspora. 

In our retelling of the Purim 
story, we sometimes forget 
that our heroine was intermar
ried. The Talmud teaches that 
she was forced to marry the 
king, but there is no doubt that 
Esther lived a wholly secular 
life, virtually cut off from her 
Jewish community. Her disen
gagement has much to tell us 
about not only the intermarried 
today but about the challenges 
of contemporary Jewish life. 

In a study we recently 
completed at the Steinhardt 
Institute at Brandeis University, 
we examined the predictors of 
Jewish engagement. Our goal in 
parf was to assess the claim that 
intermarriage was the greatest 
threat to American Jewish life. 

Our focus was on those who 
said they were raised as Reform 
Jews. We tried to understand 
what would lead adults, as well 

From Page 2 

said,"H ah! I'm sure you can't 
possibly tell what I was think
ing." 

"You were thinking of your 
loving connection to God and 
how God fills the world at every 
moment. H ow every breath is 
filled with God." 

"Wrong," said the rabbi. "H a 
ha! I can swear to you that I 
never thought any such thing." 

"Exactly!" said the young man. 
"And still you ask why the people 
don't come to you?" 

In each case, the charismatic 
leader based his practice on faith 
(not "belief') and on love of 
God. Not just love of God but 
the sense of Divine shefa, the 
abundance of God's chesed. 

Each was practicing a "reli
gion of the heart." Just like John 
Wesley, Israel ben Eleazer and 
his followers were accused of an 
antinomian theology in which 
the sinner could justify any evil 
by the power of his faith. 

as children, from 
both inmarried and 
intermarried fami
lies to be engaged 
in Jewish life, raise 
Jewish children and 
feel connected to 
Israel. We looked 
at various sources 
of data, including 
the National Jewish 
Population Study of 
2000-2001and more 
recent data from 
applicants for birth
right israel. 

British library/Courtesy of JTA 

of meaning
ful Jewish 
experiences. 
Like Qyeen 
Esther, too 
many contem
porary Jews, 
whether raised 
by one or two 
Jewish parents, 
have not been 
exposed fully 
to the riches 
their heritage 
has to offer. 

If there 
What is clear from 

each of our analyses 
is that the threat of 
intermarriage as the 
key cause of disen-

AN IMAGE OF QUEEN ESTHER and King Achashverosh from 
an illuminated manuscript called The North French Hebrew 
Miscellany written in 1431 . 

is room for 
optimism, 
it is that the 
situation may 
be reversible. 

gagement has been overstated. 
There are, to be sure, substan
tial differences in the way in 
which adult children of in-mar
ried and intermarried house

individuals, their Jewish capital 
- the storehouse of Jewish 
experiences - is what centrally 
predicts engagement. 

Some may interpret our 

Our study also examined data 
from a sample ofTaglit-birth
right israel applicants. Since 
its inception, nearly 200,000 
young American Jewish 

holds were raised. ____________________ adults have applied to the 
On a number of 
dimensions, those 
with intermarried 
parents had fewer 
formative Jewish 
experiences. But 
when one takes 
account of critical 

program. Despite the fact 
"It is one's experiences of Jewish that the program attracts 

those who are interested in 
living, education and friendship Israel, most of the appli-

that determine who lives a richly cants have had impover

Jewish life, not J·ust who one's ishedJewish backgrounds. 
What is clear from our 

parents are." assessment of the program's 
socializing expe
riences such as 

_____________________ impact on those young adults 

Jewish education, Jewish friends 
and exposure to home ritual, 
the impact of intermarriage is 
significantly reduced. 

Ir is one's experiences of 
Jewish living, education and 
friendship that determine who 
lives a richly Jewish life, not just 
who one's parents are. Both for 
in-married and intermarried 

conclusions as far too optimis
tic and perhaps think that the 
prospect of alcohol and revelry 
on Purim has dulled our abili
ties to perceive reality. In fact, 
our assessment is profoundly 
troubling rather than overly 
optimistic. It suggests that 
the dilemma for the majority 
of American Jews is the lack 

who participate is that the 
trajectory ofJewish engagement 
can be altered. As different as 
those from intermarried and 
in-married households look at 
the start of the program, they 
look similar after the program. 

The threat to Jewish life in 
the Diaspora is not the fact 
that Jews fall in love and marry 
non-Jews. Rather it is that the 

FERVOR: Searching for Judaism with a passionate heart 
"Everything in the world," 

the Ba'al Shem Tov is reported to 
have said, "contains holy sparks 
and nothing is devoid of them. 
In all of one's deeds, even the 
sins he commits, there are sparks 
from the Breaking of the Vessels. 
What are these sparks? They 
are repentance, and so when one 
repents a sin, 

tance, turning) by the H asidim. 
Reb Gedeliah ofLinitz could 

be speaking for Methodism as 
well as for Hasidism when he 
says, "Even if one had commit
ted many transgressions, he must 
not allow the Evil Urge to seduce 
him into thinking that God 
will never forgive him. Heaven 

One of the significant move
ments in modern Judaism is 
what's been called neo-Hasidism. 
While few liberal Jews are will
ing to leap into the total life
commitment one of the ongoing 
Hasidic movements might 
demand, many of us are pas
sionately interested in H asidism. 

How many of us 
he elevates the 
sparks to the 
upper world." 

The Method
ists at times 

"Everything in the world contains holy 
sparks and nothing is devoid of them." 

have had trouble 
finding a home in 
mainstream American 
Judaism? Some are 

carried God's 
forgiveness 
and justifica-
tion by faith so far as to imply 
that one living in true faith 
was saved without recourse to 
moral action, to good ·works. 

Both the followers of the 
Ba'al Shem Tov and the follow
ers of John Wesley emphasize 
a sudden transformation, a 
turning toward God - spoken 
of as adult "conversion" by the 
Methodists, teshuvah (repen-

Ba'al Shem Tov 

forbid! For there is nothing that 
stands in the way of repentance. 
Even if one committed the 
gravest of sins, he may still find 
atonement through repentance." 

Now, these confluences 
- this dialectic of resistance to 
a religious establishment or an 
artistic establishment and birth 
of a more mystical, heartfelt 
connection with God - are not 
only of historical interest. 

turning to a Judaism 
of passionate heart, 
personal engagement 
with the sacred. 

Some of the same impulses, the 
same attitudes, the same needs 
that gave birth to Hasidism in 
the 18th century underlie its 
surprising resuscitation today. 

After the World War II, reli
gious institutions tried to show 
that they were not interested 
in the supernatural. Religion 
was a way of teaching ethics or 
a communal nostalgia. Mor-

Jewish community has not 
created the kind of meaning
ful experiences needed for 
our traditions to be passed on 
to the next generation. Per
haps those who intermarry 
need special programs and 
services to encourage them 
to join the Jewish people, 
but our fundamental chal
lenge is to engage all Jews. 

The miracle we celebrate on 
Purim is that Esther eventually 
embraced her Jewish identity 
and convinced the king to spare 
her community, the Jewish 
people. In retrospect, it was 
fo rtunate that a Jew was mar
ried to a non-Jewish king. But 
the lesson is not that intermar
riage is good. Rather we learn 
the importance of peoplehood 
and the fragility oflife. 

As contemporary Jews in 
America, we live as an accepted 
and highly successful minor
ity. If our tradition is to be 
passed on to the next genera
tion, we need to confront the 
very real threat of disengage
ment. Dealing with it is likely 
to be far more difficult, but 
also more rewarding, than 
simply telling our children 
whom they can marry. 

Leonard Saxe, Fern Chertok 
and Benjamin Phillips are 
researchers at the Steinhardt 
Social Research Institute of 
Brandeis University. A copy 
of their new report, "It's Not 
Just Who Stands Under the 
Chuppah: Intermarriage and 
Engagement," is available at 
www.brandeis.edu/ssri. 

decai Kaplan announced that 
Jews should not have to "leave 
their minds behind" when 
they enter the synagogue. 

But my everyday mind doesn't 
help me in approaching God. 
It's just the mind I do need to 
leave behind. I love the house 
where You dwell and the place 
where Your glory resides. People in 
the West are hungry once again 
for the passionate connection 
found in a spirituality of direct 
experience. And, the same kind 
of passionate encounter sought 
by Jews is sought in contem
porary Christian movements. 

We want the depth of con
nection experienced by the Ba'al 
Shem Tov, by Reb Nachman, by 
the Sefat Emet. Can we hope 
for that kind of connection? 
Assimilated, accepted by others, 
comfortable and uncomfort
able in a secular world, how 
can we live a holy Jewish life, 
a life of devekut, and receive 
the Torah or be wrapped in 
the wings of the Shekhina? 
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Rabbi Kaunfer to retire from Emanu-EI 
He will return to his 
first passion, teaching 

B YM ARY K ORR 

mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - After 33 
years, Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 
is beginning the next chapter 
of his career - teaching in the 
academic setting. He earned 
his doctorate in Jewish educa
tion in 1989 from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, and 
upon his retirement as rabbi at 
Temple Emanu-El at the 

involved with starting a Jewish 
high school, which has now 
evolved into the current Harry 
Elk.in Midrasha at the Bureau 
of Jewish Education. He was 
also instrumental in the forma
tion of the Conservative Day 
School of R.I., and ultimately 
became its full-time direc-
tor, serving in that capacity for 
almost a decade, until 1991. The 
school's name changed several 
times, first to the Solomon 
Schechter School then to the 
Alperin Schechter School and 

into the role, although he claims 
congregants remember his trail 
"tales," which he incorporates 
into his Shabbat and holiday ser
mons, more than they remem
ber the rest of the sermons. 

The rabbi is a bike enthusiast, 
and he and a group oflike
minded wheelers take a bike trek 
once a year. One year they (and 
12,000) other bikers, pulled into 
a rural Iowa town to participate 
in the town's great road race, 
and as he stopped an Orthodox 
family walked by. This surprised 

end of June, he will begin 
anew, at the age of 61. "Transitions keep happening." 

him, until he realized 
kosher slaughter houses 
could be nearby. Sure 
enough, he was right. 

Rabbi Kaunfer first 
came to Providence 
in 1975, to work with 
Emanu-El's Rabbi Joel 
Zaiman. A Brookline, Mass., 
native, as is his wife, Marcia, 
the couple had always planned 
to return to the New England 
area to be near family. When 
he first came, he assumed 
responsibility for the temple's 
Hebrew School, of about 250 
students. It was a perfect fit 
- he had planned a career as a 
Jewish educator, and had earned 
a master's degree from Teachers 
College at Columbia University. 

His career has paralleled the 
expansion of Jewish educa
tion in the community; he was 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer 

now the Jewish Community 
Day School QCDS) ofR.I. 

In 1991, he returned to the 
rabbinate at Emanu-El, upon 
the departure of Rabbi Dan 
Liben, to work with Rabbi 
Wayne Franklin, senior rabbi. 
Kaunfer became involved with 
educational programming 
for the synagogue and began 
a career as a congregational 
rabbi as well - something he 
had never aspired to. "I never 
wanted to give sermons, I always 
wanted to teach," he said. 

But he acknowledged he grew 

WHAT WI LL 
·YOUR 

LEGACY 
BE? 
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help Jews in need forever. Learn how you can help 

preserve the Jewish community for years to come 

and create your own Jewish legacy. 

When he chanced upon 
the family again, he 
hailed them in Hebrew 
and they told him they 

did indeed work in the busi
ness, and came from Israel. 

Two "cub" reporters from 
JCDS came to interview the 
rabbi recently and inquired 
what he liked most and least 
about his career as rabbi. 
Officiating at weddings is 
always the happiest of tasks, 
he told them, and officiating 
at funerals, especially tragic 
funerals, is the hardest part of 
a congregational rabbi 's job. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Kaunfer 
have two sons, Eli (also a rabbi) 

and Oren. 
Both live in 
New York 
with their 
families, 
and grand
children are 
one reason 
the rabbi 
would like 
to have more 
time. The 
couple plan 
to remain 
in Rhode 
Island; he 
will com
mute to his 
teaching 
responsi
bilities at 
Hebrew 
College in 
Boston, and 
possibly 
teach in New 
York City. 

RABBI ALVAN KAUNFER during a ta/lit workshop 
he led recent!/ at Temple Emanu-EI. 

He also 
hopes to do 
some con-
sulting work with day schools. 

"I am healthy and hopefully 
still have many active years left," 
he said in his office one morning. 

The search is underway 
for his replacement; several 
rabbinical applicants have 
already visited the congre-

gation. A farewell event is 
planned the night ofJune 1. 

As the rabbi told a group of 
graduating JCDS students two 
years ago: "Growth does not 
stop at age 15 or 30 or even 50 
or 60. Transitions keep hap
pening. Life is about evolu
tion, life is about change." 

Jewish 

Federation 
of 

CR E AT E A 

Rhode 

Island 

Contact Meyer Goldstein for 
a personal consultation. 
401.421.4111 x174 or mgoldstein@JFRl.org 

JE W ISH 
LEGACY 
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PLENUM:A place where history and current events connected 
From Page 1 

climate change and poverty as 
well as predatory lending. 

I found the Plenum to be an 
inspiring event - at its heart is 
advancing tikkun olam, repairing 

being fired BERfrom Gaza 
into Israel. Although he felt 
that Israel must defend itself, 
the country must also strive 
towards a lasting peace. 

That evening the true tone 

tree-planting ceremony in honor 
of the Coretta Scott King Forest 
in Northern Galilee, Israel. 

The ceremony included touch
ing talks by Isaac Ferris, King's 
nephew, and the president and 

Jewish community to the Civil 
Rights movement. Fifty years 
ago, at the age of 18, Lewis 
marched with King to Selma, 
Ala., along with members and 
leaders of the Jewish community. 

JCPA Plenum 

the world at any cost and the -----------------------------
H e, like King, advocated 

non-violence during his 
talk. Moments before his 
talk, a staff member of 

need to make the world right 
and just for all regardless of 
religion, gender, or race. 

W e were briefed on 
Israel; Israeli Ambassador 
H .E Sallai M eridor, who 
addressed the issue of a 
nuclear Iran and advocated 

"I came away from the Plenum with a new respect 
for community relations and its importance to the 
Jewish community and the community of Rhode 

Island as a whole." 

the JCPA spoke privately 
to CRC directors of an 
emergency meeting which 
would convene when we 
got back to the hotel. At 
the hotel it was announced 

for international action. 
H e suggested that economic 
and diplomatic pressure from 
the United Nations and global 
community be exerted. He also 
explored the current security 
issues facing Israel, saying an 
average of 16 rockets a day are 

of the conference emerge. By 
bus, we traveled to the national 
historic site of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Museum, 
which is across the street from 
the historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, where he served as 
pastor. This was followed by a 

BERNICE ALBERTINE KING, the youngest child of Martin Luther 
King, spoke of the Jewish commitment to Civil Rights. 

We're read 
cover to cover! 

The JEWISH Vo1CE & HERArn 

Visit us online at 

www.jvhri.org 

CEO of the King Center and 
Elder Bernice Albertine King, 
the youngest child of the King 
children. Ferris and King spoke 
of the Jewish commitment to 
Civil Rights' issues and how hard 
the Jewish people fought, often 
side -by-side, with their father 
in the height of the movement. 

We then visited "The Temple." 
In 1958, a white supremacist 
group threw approximately 50 
sticks of dynamite into the build
ing; luckily nobody was inside at 
the time. Melissa Faye Greene, 
author of the book "The Temple 
Bombing," spoke of events lead
ing up to the assault, including 
the congregation's open sup-
port of the black community. 

Her talk was followed by 
presenting the Tikkun 0/am 
Award to Georgia's U.S. Rep. 
John Lewis, who gave an 
emotional and inspiring speech 
about the commitment of the 

that Hamas was going to try 
and have a "non-violent" march 
at the fences of the Gaza border 
at 10 a.m. Israel time, 3 a.m. 
Eastern time. I found myself 
worried, concerned and fearful. 
For the first time in my life I was 
not just nervous and concerned 
as a Jewish person, but I was 
now concerned as a member of 
the global Jewish community. 
I stayed up till 3:30 watching 
the CNN news and viewing 
1he New York Times website for 
information. I could not sleep. 
Luckily, the march did not 
materialize, and I like every-
one else took a deep breath to 
release the energy built up in us. 

I came away from the 
Plenum with a new respect for 
community relations and its 
importance to the Jewish com
munity and the community 
of Rhode Island as a whole. 

Israeli Ambassador 
H.E Sallai Meridor 

WHO: The Jewish 
Public Affairs Council. 
Serves as the represen
tative voice for the orga
nized American Jewish 
communities in the areas 
of advocacy for Israel 
and social justice . 

WHAT: JCPA Plenum, 
Feb. 23-26 - Attended by 
delegates who meet and 
lobby their causes with 
elected offic ials. 

ATTENDING FROM 
RHODE ISLAND: 
Marty Cooper, CRC direc
tor of JFRI; David Leach, 
CRC board cha ir; Maxine 
Richman, CRC board 
member 

www.J FRI.erg 

Visit us online for the latest on Rhode 

Island's celebration of lsrael@60 

♦ June I community-wide Rhode Island 

Celebrates Israel festival at Roger 

Williams Park 

♦ Registration for the June I " Walk 

the Land" 

♦ Synagogue celebrations throughout 

Rhode Island 



-
PAGE 10 Jewish Voice & Herald March 21, 2008 ti•1M1~4(l)~iii11 

AFTERMATH: Brown community gathers to discuss implications of attack 

From Page 1 · 

anti-Semitism in this country 
and Europe, as well as discrimi
nation against other groups, 
gay students, and women." 

He said the Camp Street 
neighborhood is a popular area 
for graduate students to live. 
"There is a communal level of 
concern on campus, but less 
so for incidents outside of our 
own community. W e can use 
this example of violence as a 
way to identify and understand 
violence around us . It has 
shown us how little we know 
of each other's communities." 

Yossi's friends say he is buoyed 
by the support shown by every
one. 

Rabbi Alan Flam, a former 
director of Brown Hillel, now 
senior fellow at the Swearer 
Institute for Public Service at 
Brown, said he was "stunned" 
when he heard the news. 

He spoke to Yossi on March 
18, two days after the attack. 
"H e seemed to be cairn about 

the situation," Flam said, 
"though clearly taken aback by 
the publicity it has garnered. H e 
has no desire to be visible about 
this at all." 

Flam continued: "I don't 
know him well, but enough to 
know that he is a sweet person 
who has been incredibly effec
tive in building bridges between 
communities on campus. He is 
a person that I do not associate 
with violence." 

Flam condemned any actions 
that would seek to intimidate 
or spread fear in the Jewish 
community. "As a rabbi and 
long-time member of this com
munity, I deplore acts of violence 
affecting any member of the 
community. I don't want to jump 
to any conclusions about who 
or why this violence has been 
perpetrated, but I know I join 
others on campus and in the 
community who condemn any 
actions that seek to intimidate or 
spread fear in this community." 

Jonathan Mitchell, vice presi
dent for cultural affairs of the 

Hillel student board, said the 
incident affected him in a pro
found way. "I am still absorbing 
it," he said. "But I can't get away 
from the idea that the Molotov 
cocktail is a weapon of move
ments." 

Maj. M onty Monteiro, com
mander of the Homeland Secu
rity division at the Providence 
Police D epartment, said in a 
question-and-answer period that 
the weapon used - in this case, 
two glass bottles filled with gas
oline and rags and then ignited 
- was more widely seen in the 
protest movements of the 1960s, 
and today is used by gangs in 
larger urban inter-fighting. 

Monteiro recalled only four or 
five incidents in Providence in 
the past decade. 

Mitchell and other students 
said they have observed in recent 
days a "resistance among stu
dents to ascribe the incident to 
anti-Semitism or anti-Zionism 
on campus." 

The police are awaiting foren
sic reports in hopes of additional 
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evidence, but are not calling the 
firebombing a 'hate crime' until 
there is evidence to support it. 
"No one has claimed responsi
bility," Monteiro said. 

Ruth Simmons, president 
of Brown, listened intently to 
students who expressed their 
support for Knafo, and their sol
idarity with one another, as well 
as their concerns about safety 
and questions about violent acts 
such as this. 

As the more than 100 present 
broke down into smaller groups, 
Simmons spoke to 1he Voice & 
Herald. 

"This kind of thing shatters 
the feeling young people need on 
a college campus, and it is pain
ful for us to see that," she said. 

"I'm very proud of the way our 
community has reacted thus far, 
the students have asked extraor
dinary and discerning questions, 
I admire the way they have put 
this incident in the broader 
context of violence and intimi
dation," she continued. 

"One of the things the Jewish 
community has demonstrated 
to us is that we can't succumb 
to fear. The second phase has 
begun - students are taking 
action, and this is powerful," 
Simmons said. 

The student executive board 
ofBrown-RISD Hillel, which 
includes Eytan Kurshan,Jacob 
Baskin, Josh Tobias, Danielle 
Levine, and Jonathan Isaac 
Mitchell, issued a statement 
expressing their horror "by 
the act of violence committed 
against Yossi Knafo, our emis
sary from Israel. Yossi has been a 
valuable asset to our community, 
presenting a strong Israeli voice 
at Hillel and on campus as a 
whole. Moreover, he has been 
instrumental in building bridges 
between members of the Hillel 
community and other groups on 
campus. While we do not know 
the motivations for this attack, it 

nevertheless raises our sensitiv
ity to hate crimes and actions 
inspired by intolerance." 

Student government lead-
ers Michael Glassman and 
Lauren Kolodny called the 
event "deplorable" and read a 
statement issued by the under
graduate and graduate council 
of students and medical stu
dents, "reaffirming our values 
of support and openness in 
condemning all acts of violence 
and intimidation." They asked 
students to sign sheets they 
distributed; they want to gather 
as many as possible. 

Some of the students 
expressed frustration that Brown 
delayed informing students for 
more than a day after it first 
learned of the attack. Several 
students first heard about it 
online; a news bulletin was 
issued by Ha'aretz, an Israeli 
daily newspaper, over the week
end. 

"We in the administration did 
not do as well as we should have 
in communicating information 
to the campus community," said 
Russell Carey, interim vice pres
ident for Campus Life and Stu
dent Services, who opened the 
forum. "We recognize that issue 
and are taking steps to review 
our protocols and procedures to 
do better going forward." 

Simmons first informed the 
community about the attack in 
an e-mail Sunday night, fol
lowed by an e-mail from Carey 
the next evening publicizing the 
March 18 gathering. 

Security was evident. Two 
armed Department of Public 
Safety officers flanked the 
doorway during the forum, and 
a second pair guarded the Glenn 
and Darcy Wiener Center on 
Brown Street, where Hillel is 
located, and which hosted a 
second gathering of about 50 
people following the forum. 

Three youths charged with arson 
at former synagogue in South Providence 

BvMARvKoRR 
mkorr@j.fri.org 

PROVIDENCE - On March 
19, Providence police arrested 
and charged three youths, 
two from Providence and one 
from Central Falls, with first
degree arson at the site of the 
former Congregation Shaare 
Tzedek at 688 Broad St. 

According to the police 
report, a patrol officer in South 
Providence observed three juve
niles dressed in black ducking 
down and running, and looked 
to see where they had come 
from. He saw a fire on the lawn 
of the now-closed synagogue 
and extinguished it. 1he fire 

burned from a glass bottle filled 
with a flammable liquid, with 
a protruding wick. The sub
stance is being tested by police. 

The youths were later arrested 
and transported to the Central 
Station of the police depart
ment and turned over to the 
Youth Service Bureau pend-
ing further investigation. 

According to police, there 
is no connection between this 
incident and the one involving 
the attack on a building March 
15 where an Israeli emissary, 
who works at Brown/ RISD 
Hillel, lives. There is noth-
ing to indicate the incidents 

See ARSON , Page 32 
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Jewish National Fund plans new Rhode Island division 
Michael Lederman 
is looking for a few 

dedicated individuals 
who are committed 

to Israel 
BRISTOL - If Michael Leder
man, the managing partner with 
The Spectrum Capital Group, 
LLC, were to take out an adver
tisement to recruit members for 
the newly created Rhode Island 
division of the Jewish National 
Fund, it might read something 

Jike this: The nation's oldest 
Zionist organization is looking 
for a few Jewish individuals who 
are willing to make a strong 
commitment to Israel and want 
to work and to invest in projects 
that will improve life in Israel. 

The New England zone of the 
Jewish National Fund, realiz
ing that the current network is 
very Boston-centric, is looking 
to expand its horizons in the 
Ocean State, and Lederman is 
leading the organizing effort. 

To Lederman, an investment 
and merchant banker, "Israel 
represents the embodiment 
of Jewish values in this world 
- Jewish values that are there 
every day." 

His involvement with the 
Jewish National Fund was 
triggered by the tragic 
events of Sept . 11. "Like 
it or not," he said, "there 
are sides. And, if you're 
Jewish, you're on one side. 
I wanted to do something 
constructive for my side." 

Lederman continued, 
saying he was a "patriotic 
American," but, for him, 
his brothers and sisters 
in Israel "represented the 
cutting edge of his side." 

Lederman said he was 
attracted by the inclusive nature 
of the Jewish National Fund. 
His cohorts, he said, include 
"everyone from the ultra-reli
gious to the secular, Bush sup
porters and Obama supporters." 

As a leading volunteer, Leder
man has been trained to serve as 

MICHAEL LEDERMAN with Nobel prize winning author Elie Wiesel at awards ceremony 
Photo courtesy JNF 

a member of a national speaker's 
bureau, traveling around the· 
United States on behalf of the 
Fund. 

"Israel represents the 
embodiment of Jewish 
values in this world." 

Michael Lederman 

The es~ence of the work, 
Lederman said, is to work to 
strengthen the Jewish people by 
strengthening the infrastruc
ture of the Jewish state - from 
increasing security in Ashkelon 
to protect residents from rocket 
attacks to helping to renew the 
city ofBersheeba in the Negev, 
as well as growing forests and 

investing in water purification 
projects. 

Lederman expressed interest 
in working in collaboration with 

the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island and its sister 
cities of Afula/Gilboa, 
particu larly after learn
ing about investments in 
establishing a rape crisis 
center and a program to 
work with at-risk youth. 

"This is exactly the kind 
of'infrastructure' invest
ments that the Fund is 
committed to investing in 

- projects that will improve the 
1ife of all Israelis. 

For more information, or if you 
would like to become involved with 
the newly created Rhode Island 
division of the Jewish National 
Fund, contact Lederman at (401} 
396-9777, or e-mail him at mg!@ 
spectrumcapitalgroup.com 

Dr. Charles Faber 
Dr. Mark Andreozzi 
Dr. Barbara Guillette 

Proudly announce the opening of: 

MICHAEL LEDERMAN with Israeli leader Shimon Peres 
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From the D reyfus 
case to UN 
Resolution to 

partition 

BYYEHUDA LEV 

yehudal@cox.net 

TIEODOR HERZL, 
e secular, Viennese 

_ J urnalist who founded 
the modern Zionist political 
movement in 1896, was perhaps 
the last person anyone would 
have chosen to take on such a 
task. Without much knowledge 
of Jewish history, Jewish issues 

anywhere was safe from 
the scourge of anti
Semitism unless he lived 
in an independent Jewish 
state and controlled his 
own destiny. There were 
Jews who disagreed with 
him; Ahad Ha'am led a 
cultural movement that 
favored a Jewish cul
tural center in Palestine 
as opposed to H erzl's 
political center. Most 
of the Orthodox Jewish 
world, believing that 
the creation of a Jewish 
state should be the task 
of the Messiah, refused 
its support. And Reform 
Jew~, centered then in 
Germany and worried 
about rejection by their 
Christian neighbors, 

groundwork for some of 
the institutions that, in 
1948, eased the transi
tion from the Yishuv, 
the Jewish community 
in Palestine, to the 
Government oflsrael. 
In a utopian novel, 
Altneuland, The Old
New Land, he foresaw 
a Jewish state in which 
Jews aod Arabs lived 
side-by-side in peace 
and harmony. Unfortu
nately his prophesying 
was less successful than 
were the abilities of 
those who followed him 
to deal with the facts on 
the ground. 

Palestine than entered it. 
What the British provided for 

the Zionists was time - time to 
develop the new institutions that 
would be needed when the state 
was declared. The Haganah, a 
Jewish self-defense force, became 
the Israel Defense Forces in 
1948. The Jewish National Fund 
bought land for Zionist settle
ment; the Yishuv created a legal 
system, The Hebrew University, 
the Palestine Philharmonic, a 
school system (actually four of 
them), a free press, a governing 
council and, in general, West 
European ways of life and gover
nance. 

WORLD WAR II 

or Jewish culture, he came to his 
startling vision watching anti
Semitic crowds massing on the 
streets of Paris shouting "Death 
to the Jew" at the height of the 
trial of Alfred Dreyfus, a French 
army captain accused of treason. 
H e was stunned. This was Paris, 
center of Western culture and 
capital of a democratic state 
forged from the French Revolu
tion a century previous. This 

felt no need for a Jewish 
state; they practiced a 
form of Protestant-light 
and moved Shabbat to 
Sunday. 

THEODOR HERZL, founder of the modern Zionist 

These facts succeeded 
one another in relentless 
progression and even 
those that appeared 
positive to Zionist 
aspirations often turned 
out to be otherwise. The 

Then in 1933, came Hitler and 
suddenly the Jewish future was 
endangered. Where rebuilding 
Palestine had been the goal of 
the Zionist movement, now the 
urgent task was to rescue Jewish 
lives by bringing them to Pales
tine by any means possible. Only 
the Dominican Republic, of all 
the world's independent states, 
offered to take in Jewish refugees 
from Germany during World 
War II. The British, concerned 

was not some backward shtetl in 
Russia where Cossacks huntl'd 
down Jews, read the "Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion" and looked 
to save Christian children whose 
blood was required for Jews to 
make matzah for Passover. 

From this experience, Herzl 
learned one great lesson. No Jew 

movement. 

By 1904, the year 
of his death at 44, 
exhausted by constant travel and 
preaching, Herzl 's picture hung 
in the homes of countless Eastern 
European Jews who looked to his 
Zionist movement to lead them 
back to Palestine. His book, Der 
Judenstaat, The Jewish State, was 
widely read and he was a familiar 
face in the European chancel
leries where the fate of nations 
was decided. (Once, when he 

learned that the Kaiser was plan
ning a visit to the Holy Land, 
he moved quickly and when the 
Royal cortege descended from 
their train in Jerusalem, there on 
the platform was Herzl to greet 
them.) 

Equally important, Herzl had 
a sense of what it would take 
to establish such a state in the 
midst of Christian and Muslim 
populations and he laid the 
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Balfour Declaration, 
issued by the British 
government in 1917, 

was a prime example. The brief 
letter, from Lord Arthur James 
Balfour, the British Foreign Sec
retary, to Lord 

about Arab 
reaction, 

Rothschild, 
the chairman 
of the Zionist 
Federation, 
included one 
key sentence. 
"His Majesty's 
Government 

"In a utopian novel, 
Altneuland, The Old-

tried ·to 
control 
Jewish 

New Land, Herzl foresaw 
immigra
tion but 
when the 
war in 
Europe 
began 

a Jewish state in which 
Jews and Arabs lived 

views with 
favour the 
establishment 
of a Jewish 
Homeland in 

side-by-side in peace and 
harmony." 

in 1939, 
found 

Palestine ... " 
which Zionists took to mean a 
British commitment to a Jewish 
state in Palestine. Arabs and 
their friends looked instead to the 
second part of the sentence: " ... 
it being clearly understood that 
nothing shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish 
political communities in Pales
tine." 

The British, during the Man
date for Palestine awarded them 
by the League of Nations, veered 
from one interpretation to the 
other as their interests warranted. 

Other events kept interfer-
ing with the Zionist dream. 
World War I, while it resulted in 
the transfer of power in Pales
tine from Turkey to Britain, a 
democracy that could under
stand and even sympathize with 
Zionism as one of many small 
i:iational movements then popular 
throughout Europe, did not do 
much to promote the idea of 
a Jewish state. The economic 
problems faced by the Zionist 
pioneers were such that for a few 
years in the 1920s, more Jews left 

more 
important 

things to attend to. Unfortunately 
Aliyah Bet, the underground 
escape routes organized from 
Jerusalem by the Yishuv, were 
closed off by the war and six mil
lion died while a few thousand 
made it through to Palestine. 

During the war the Yishuv 
dropped Jewish parachutists into 
Nazi-occupied Europe to re
organize Aliyah Bet which, when 
the fighting ended, resumed its 
work of speeding emigration to 
Palestine. This time it had to 
contend with active British oppo
sition including a naval blockade 
of the Palestinian coast which 
intercepted the ships bringing in 
refugees and deposited thousands 
of Jews in internment camps on 
Cyprus. British agents in Europe 
worked to disrupt the flow of 
transports of Jewish survivors to 
Mediterranean ports and a fleet 
of barely seaworthy vessels. 

Yehuda Lev writes a regular 
column far The Voice & Herald. 
HE was in Israel at the time of its 
famlation as a state. 
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REPRINTED FROM BABAGANEWZ ISRAEL@SO 

The Battle for Jerusalem This story is excerpted from "A 
Proud Nation Establishes Roots 
1949-1967;' a special edition 
of BabagaNewz Magazine in 
honor of lsrael@60. 
BabagaNewz is an award 
winning publication for Jewish 
students in 4th-7th grades. 

A story of heroism 
and sacrifice 

BY MARK H. LEVINE 
BabagaNewz Editor 

0 11 May 30, 1967, Egyptia11 
Preside11t Gama/ Abdel 
Nasser addressed the world. 

"The armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
and Lebanon are poised on the borders 
of Israel," he a111101mced coldly. 
"Standing behi11d us are the armies of 
Iraq, Algeria, K11wait, Suda,,, and the 
whole Arab nation. This act will as
tou11d the world," he said brashly. 
·"Today they will know that the Arabs 
are arranged for battle, the critical 
hour has arrived." 

"SOMETIMES THERE IS 
NO ALTERNATIVE" 
Zion Karasenti, a 24-year-old Israeli 
from Tiberias, sat with his paratroop 
brigade at a military base near Lod 
Airport. Like his buddies, Zion knew 
war was imminent; some soldiers re
treated into solitude, others wrote let
ters home. Zion called his parents 
and assured them he was okay. "We're 
waiting for an opportunity to prove 
ourselves and defend our country at 
all costs," he said. 

When he hung up the phone, 
the young paratrooper's psychic 
armor cracked slightly. Will the Arabs 
ig11ore t'1c Geneva Co11ve11f'io11 a11d 

shoot me as I drift u11protected to the 
ground? Battle-hardened veterans 
warned him to prepare for the worst. 
"Every war has moments of terror 
and inhumanit)'," they said. "But 
sometimes there is no alternative." 
Within hours, Zion would experience 
that horrible truth firsthand. 

"LET EVERYTHING TREMBLE" 
At 7:30 a.m., on June 5, while Zion 
and his comrades readied their para
chutes, a forest of .Israeli jets streaked 
across the sky, heading for targets in 
Egypt. Minutes later, Israel's Armored 
Corp received its secret password, 
Red Sheet. Tanks thundered across 
the border into the Sinai desert. 
Israel's war for survival had begun. 

Meanwhile, rumors circulated 

DAVID IWBlNGER/YtotoTH AHROHOTH 

In the most famous photo of the Six Day War, Zion Karasenti (left) and comrades 
gaze up at the Kotel. 

tlnough the paratroop brigade d1at 
the Egyptians had stockpiled poison 
gas. Not much defense against that, 
Zion thought. His attitude wasn't 
senseless bravado--Zion understood 
the threat; after all, Cairo Radio had 
repeated it for weeks: "The Arab peo
ple [are] firmly resolved to wipe 
Israel off the map." In light of the des
perate situation, Zion's response W<L" 

sensible: We'll do what we have to do. 
A commotion interrupted 

Zion's somber thoughts. Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren, chief military chap
lain, ha<l arrived to pray with the sol
diers. He distributed copies of."The 
Paratroopers Blessing," and every
one-religious and non-religious
recited it. Jt'.< as if the ghost of the 
ancient High Priest has accompanied 
him, marveled Zion. 

v\lhat Zion and his comrades 
didn't know was that their prayers 
were already being answered. Within 
the first I 00 minutes of the war, 
Israel's air force (!AF) destroyed 286 

Egyptian planes. At 10:35 a.m., the 
!AF commander reported to the 
Chief of Staff: "The Egyptian air force 
has ceased to exist." 

"WE WILL FREE JERUSALEM" 
Lightening quick vic tories in the 
Sinai meanl that Zion's unit-the 
55th Paratroop Brigade-could now 
go to Jerusalem, where a new front 
had opened against 
Jordan. Since 1949, 
Jerusalem had been di
vided . Jordan controlled 
East Jerusalem anJ pro
hibited Jews from enter
ing the Old City, where 
the Temple Mount (Har 
Habayit) stood. Here, 
Avraham bound his son Yitzchak 
and passed God's supreme test. Here, 
Solomon built the First Temple and 
placed the tablets of the Law. Here, 
Zerubbavel laid the foundation stone 
for the Second Temple and reestab
lished the sacrifices. And here, Herod 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN ISRAEL'S HISTORY 1948-1967 

David Ben-Gunon Transit camps 
decla,es the (Ma'abaroQ 
establishment of the constructed from tin, 
State of ls,ael; fi,st wood, or cloth tents are 
Knesset convened; built for flood of new 
Operation Magic Ga,pet immift,lnts; Knesset 
brings 45,000 Yemenite passes law of Return 
Jews to Israel; Israel and declares Jerusalem 
admitted to the United theeapital of Israel 
Nations 

Operation EllB and Yarl<on-Negev water 
Nechemiah transport line inaugurated to 
130,000 Iraqi Jews to car,y water to Negev 
ls,ael; Operation Cyrus desert 
bnngs nea!ly 55,000 
Iranian Jews to Israel; 
Israel participates in 
Olympic Games lo, fi,st 
time 

Jewish Fcdcr.itton 
afu.Jiod, Mand 

Violent conflicts along Massive project to 
lsiaers borde,s with drain Hulah swampland 
Egypt and Jordan in Gali/ completed 
create tension that 
explodes into the 
Sinai/Suez War; 
despite its ~cto,y, 
ls,ael withd,aws from 
Sinai Peninsula, which 
it had conquered 

completed his renovations and trans
formed the Second Temple into one 
of the wonders of the ancient world. 
When the Romans destroyed the 
Temple in 70 C.E., tliey burned the 
buildings, but they couldn't singe the 
Jews' attachment to their capitaJ: 

As Zion boarded the bus to the 
Jerusalem battleground, he remem
bered everything his father had told 
him about Jerusalem. It's as if our 
memories have kept alive lhe l'Oices 
from tl,e past, he thought. That idea 
raised the hair on his arms, but the 
sound of Jordanian artillery shook 
him from his reverie. When he looked 
out the window, he saw their objec
tive, Ammunition Hill, a cruciaJ target 
in the plan to encircle the Old Ci ty. 

"THE BATTLE IS NOW 
HAND-TO.HAND" 
At 2: 15 a.m., on June 6, Zion's battal
ion attacked the Police Academy that 
guarded Ammunition Hill. The 
fortress was surrounded by barbed 
wire and narrow trenches, and Zion's 
job was to set explosives and blast 
holes through the wire. Immediately, 
his squad came under murderous 
fire. "Medic, I'm hit! " screamed 
voices to Zion's right and left. They 
were waiting for us, Zion reaJized, 
but he pressed onward, through an
other fence and into the trenches. 

Forward movement stopped 
suddenly. "\\'hat's going on?" Zion 
shouted. "The trenches are too nar
row. \Ve can't get through \Vith our 
equipment," a lone voice called. 
Sniper fire raked the stalled attackers. 

Zion felt panic. 11,is could 
be a slaughter. A com
mander barked an order: 
"Drop your backpacks. 
Just take ammunition." 

They inched their 
way through the trenches, 
sometimes stepping on 
comrades who would 

never return home. When the sun 
rose, the full horror of the fight 
dawned-36 men had died, but 
Ammunition Hill was secured. 
Motta Gur, brigade commander, ra
dioed to his officers: ''We occupy the 
heights overlooking the ... ancient 
city of Jerusalem, which for genera-

For more exciting lsrael@60 
content, visit babaganewz.com. 

tions we have dreamt of ... The 
Jewish nation is awajting our vic
tory .. .. Be proud. Good luck:' 

"JERUSALEM IS YOURS, 
FOREVER" 
Above the pop-pop of sniper fire, 
Zion heard the voices of the past 
beckon him as he raced through the 
streets of the Old City on June 7. An 
iron stairway that led into an alley 
promised shelter. He tumbled down 
the steps and leaned against the wall 
to catch his breath. From out of 
nowhere, a woman's voice called 
him: "Soldier, soldier! The Kotel's 
over here." Exhausted, Zion won
dered if he were dreaming. Could 
1/im bf n ,,oice from the past? (10 

learn \vho the voice belonged to, log 
on to babaganewz.com.) 

The next voice Zion heard was 
definitely real. Rabbi Goren was re
joicing and praying at die Kotcl. The 
chaplain hugged Zion, and they cried 
together. ·nie rabbi recited Kaddish 
and then sounded the shofar. Other 
soldiers quickly arrived and stood 
alongside Zion. Though sniper fire 
~ontinued, the paratroopers co.uld 
not take their eyes off the Kotel. They 
gazed up at it and wondered why his
tory chose them. Their deeds this day 
and their prayers this moment would 
be added to the voices of the past, 
and remembered forever by Jews in 
the future. (iii 

Repnnted from Bao.agaNewz mat,iume with pemusst011 from 
The AVI CHAI Foundabon and Jewish Family & life' Visit them 
online at b.lbaganewz.com or call 800-434-3934 to sobsl:libe. 

So~et Union stops Ope,ation Yachin Palestine Liberation Israel's stunning ~cto,y 
Jewish emig,ation to begins. By 1964, O,ganization (PLO) in Six Day War yields 
ls,ael: Egypt 80,000 Moroccan Jews established, rejects huge temtonal gains, 
pennanently closes have arrived; Israel Israel's existence and inciuding: Golan 
Suez canal to Israel launches Shavit 2, an begins te,ronst attacks; Heights, Gaza Strip, 

expenmental missile Israel's national water West Bank, Sinai 
carrier completed Peninsula, and 

Jerusalem's Old City, a 
feat which unites 
Jerusalem 

Sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 



... 
PAGE 14 Jewish Voice & Herald March 21, 2008'--_________________________ -1M-a.i=•:.il1.1~.ai.1.h1..'Jul..:i:.i}_.~ ... l .. i .. i._j.ffl_ 

Lasday proposes "Jewish Teach for America" 
Re-imagining 

Jewish education 
BYMARYKORR 

mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Jeffrey 
Lasday, the H arvard-educated 
executive director of the Coali
tion for the Advancement of 
Jewish Education (CAJE), 
stopped by the Bureau of Jewish 
Education last week to introduce 
himself to the P rovidence Jewish 
community and invite everyone 
to its annual conference in 
Vermont in August for "fresh 
ideas, fresh topics, fresh air." 

In fac t, Lasday first became 
interested in Jewish education in 
the fresh air - at Camp Ramah, 
where he began to participate in 
the Young Judea youth group. 

There's 

Among the con
ference programs 
this year are Green 
Judaism, the moral 
imperative to care 
for the Earth, 
the evolution and 
revolution of con
gregational educa
tion, "storahtelling," 
and collaborative 
programs on adult 
Jewish learning and 
Panim. 

Lasday himself 
is new to CAJE, he 
has been leading 
what was once a 
"counterculture" organization 
for about a year. "It started as an 
alternative educational organiza
tion three decades ago," he said, 
adding the ideas it proffered then 
are now mainstream. 

He stopped by The Voice & 
Herald office for a chat and enu
merated the myriad challenges 
the Jewish community faces 
today; first, there is "the high 
cost of Jewish living in general. 

DIGNITY 
in this box. 

JPwhh 

Federation 
of 

Rhode 

Is land 

Join your neighbors and make your pledge now to the 

JFRI 2008 Annual Campaign. 

Please call 401 -421 -41 I I or donate on line at 

www.JFRl.org. 

130 Sessions St., Providence RI 02906 

The Jewish world in 
the 21 st century: "The 

periphery is disap
pearing but the core is 

getting stronger." 

Jeffrey Lasday 

Day school tuitions are equiva
lent to private schools," he said. 

He notes the good news-bad 
news situation 
in day schools 
across the 
country- there 
is a shortage at 
the headmaster 
level across 
the country at 
a time when 
there are more 
day schools 
than ever 
(over 700 
in North 
America 
with 
175,000 children 
enrolled in K-12.). 

There is also a shortage of 
qualified teachers, exacerbated 
by a high teacher turnover 
rate (approximately 25 percent 
nationally), due to low salaries 
and often no health insurance 

(49 percent). Congregational and 
early childhood Jewish education 
programs face these same chal
lenges. 

Lasday said CAJE is advocat
ing for more Jewish students to 
enter the field and empowering 
those already in it. 'We are now 
looking at the success of the 
Teach for America program and 
considering the formation of a 
Jewish teacher's program similar 
to it. It is the time to formulate 
the Big Ideas," he added. 

CAJ E's website uses the latest 
technology to bring educa-
tors together virtually; it takes 
advantage of instant messaging 
(!Ms), offers a Facebook social 
networking clone called "cajenet," 
uses wikis and blogs, and videos 
similar to You Tube (see the 

CAJE Idol 
winner from 
last year's 
conference). 

This is the 
way L asday 
described the 

Jewish world in 
the 21" century: 
"The periphery 
is disappearing 

but the core is 
getting stronger." 

H e paraphrases 
an ancient sage. 
"Who are the 
guardians of 

the city? The teachers ." 

For more information on 
CAJE and the annual confer
ence, visit www.caje.org. 

Photo by Sue Tiller 

Purim fun 
THE PURIM CARNIVAL at Congregation B'nai Israel, 224 Pros
pect St. in Woonsocket on Sunday, March 16, was a rousing 
good time. A Jewish book and Judaica Fair is scheduled at 
B'nai Israel on Sunday, March 30, from 10 a.m. to noon. For 
more information, call (401) 762-3651 . 
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From Page 1 

despicable act of violence." 
Josef 'Yossi' Knafo, 24, 

was sitting in the kitchen of 
his second-floor apartment 
on 122 Camp St. around 
1:15 a.m. Saturday morn
ing when he heard a bang, 
according to police reports. 

He looked outside and saw 
where a Molotov cocktail had 
hit outside of the. three-story 
wooden apartment building and 
caught fire. He then discovered 
a second Molotov cocktail, 
which had come in through an 
open window and landed inside 
his bedroom but did not ignite. 

Knafo, from Afula, Israel, is 
in the U.S. as an emissary for 
the Jewish Agency for Israel. 

The motivation for the attack 
is still unknown, but the inci
dent is now under investigation 
by a swath oflocal, state and 
federal agencies, including the 
Providence Police Department, 
the U.S. Attorney's office, the 
Federal Bureau oflnvestiga
tion, officials from the federal 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
Homeland Security and the 
Joint Terrorism Task Force. 

"We are thankful nobody 
was hurt in this attack, and we 
commend the Providence Police 
Department for the seriousness 
with which they are investigat
ing," said Stephen Silberfarb, 
executive vice president and 
CEO ofJFRI. "We have been 
in close contact with Mayor 
David Cicilline, Providence 
police, the FBI and Homeland 
Security officials, and we are 
grateful that they share !Jur 
deep concern over this attack. 
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ATTACK: $10,000 reward offered for information on firebombing 
"While we do not know 

the motivation for the attack, 
we know that in these tur
bulent times similar attacks 
have targeted Jewish institu
tions. Prudence and common 
sense dictate that we view this 
as more than a 
random act of 

high-crime area in the city, 
with both gang and drug
related problems, accord-
ing to police and newspaper 
reports. The owner of the 
apartment building where th~ 
attack took place is reported 

training field trip to the U.S. 
Holocaust Museum for instruc
tion tailored to law enforcement 
officials. The police, under 
Chief Esserman's leadership, 
have launched a series of com
munity policing initiatives that 

have reduced crime 
in the capital city. 

violence, and that 
an appropriate 
investigation ls 
conducted and 
sensible precau
tionary measures 
are taken," Silber
farb said. "At the 
same time, we will 
continue to make 
Jewish life acces
sible and fulfilling 
without fear." 

"Prudence and common sense 
dictates that we view this as more 

After the news con
ference, in an inter
view, Mayor Cicilline 
praised the response of 
the city's police force. 
"Our department has 
been outstanding," the 
mayor said. "They did 
all the right things. 
They reached out and 
coordinated with the 
FBI and the ATF." 
Cicilline also praised 

than a random act of violence, and 
that an appropriate investigation 

is conducted and sensible 

In the imme
diate aftermath 
of the attack, 

precautionary measures are taken. 
At the same time, we will continue 

to make Jewish life accessible 
and fulfilling without fear." the leadership of the 

Jewish community 
for its response. 

the emissary 
was moved to 
a safe location. 
In addition, the 
JFRI's Com-

Stephen Silberfarb, 
executive vice president and CEO, 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

In a written state
ment published by 
the Hillel's web site, 
Brown University 

munity Relations 
Council alerted 
Jewish agencies and synagogues 
about the incident, as well as 
to address potential security 
issues. Local law enforcement 
responded with increased 
patrols and a visible pres-
ence at several Purim-related 
events are area synagogues. 

The Camp Street neighbor
hood, where the attack took 
place, is about a mile from the 
Brown University campus, 
where the Hillel that Knafo 
worked at is located. It is 
considered to be a relatively 

to be a Russian-Israeli immi
grant, according to sources. 

Both Mayor David Cicilline 
and Police Chief Dean Esser
man of Providence are Jewish, 
creating a heightened sensitiv
ity to the issues surrounding 
the incident. The weekend of 
the attack, a busload of Provi
dence police recruits traveled 
to Washington, D.C. , on a 

President Ruth Sim
mons said: "There is 
nothing more unset

tling on a campus than to have 
acts that might seek to spread 
fear, intimidate, or harm indi
viduals." She continued: "Swift 
action to condemn such behav
ior and strongly restate our 
values of openness and mutual 
respect is an essential step at 
such moments." According 
to Simmons, Brown's interim 

Photo by Richard Asinof 

ONLY ONE Molotov cocktail 
ignited, causing minor damage. 

vice president of campus life 
and student services is work
ing with staff to address any 
safety concerns and to find 
new housing for Knafo. 

An e-mail from the Brown 
Muslim Students' Association 
was sent by the group's board, 
which said: "The Brown Muslim 
Students' Association would like 
to express its solidarity with the 
Brown/RISD Hillel Com
munity in light of the recent 
incident at the home of an Hillel 
employee. Our sympathies go 
out to the employee and all 
others affected, and our doors 
will remain open to any mem
bers of our fellow faith commu
nity on campus to offer support 
and comfort." 

• £xciting Vacation Getaways 
• $400 Airlines Gift Certificate 

• Fine Jewelry • Shopping Sprees 
• Handheld GPS • Hotel Stays 

• Dell Laptop • Digital Camera • iPod • Sporting Events • Much More! 

Doors open at 6:00pm & drawing starts promptly@ 9:00pm 
Join us for delicious food,,great entertainment, alive auction 

and a chance to win some fantastic prize packages 

~ 
SUNDAY, 

MARCH 30, 2008 
Downtown Providence Mariott Hotel 

One Orms Street, Providence RI 

LISA DAVIS AND HER DAUGHTER, Talia, and Rachel Wodd 
and her son, Jordan, making groggers at the Babies, Kids 
and Kibbitzing playgroup at the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island offices on Friday, March 14. For more information 
about joining the playgroup, contact Amy Rovin, arovin@jfri. 
org. 

~ 

THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY THE PROVIDENCE HEBREW DAY SCHOOL 
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Jewish News Briefs 
Cop rapped for yeshiva 

inaction 
ISRAEL: A Jerusalem policeman 
was censured for not intervening 
during the shooting spree at the 
Mercaz HaRav yeshiva.Jerusalem 
Police Chief Aharon Franco, 
appearing Wednesday before the 
Knesset Interior Committee, said 
a patrolman outside who blocked 
the yeshiva's gates rather than 
storming in to fight the gunman 
had been "wrong and unprofes
sional." Franco was delivering 
initial findings on the March 
6 massacre of eight students at 
Mercaz HaRav by a Palestinian 
gunman. 

According to Franco, the 
policeman who was drawn to the 
scene by the sound of gunfire 
argued that he had wanted to 
keep other civilians out of harm's 
way. An off-duty army officer 
rushed past the patrolman and 
with an armed yeshiva student 
inside the building killed the 
gunman. CTTA) 

McCain in Israel 
ISREAL: Mahmoud Abbas is 
serious about a peace deal with 
Israel, according to Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz). The Republi
can presidential candidate made 
the statement during a meeting 
Wednesday with Israeli Foreign 
MinisterTzipi Livni. McCain, 

who spoke with the Palestinian 
Authority president by phone 
Tuesday night but did not meet 
him in person, was to meet with 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
and take a helicopter tour of the 
country with Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak on the last day of a 
two-day visit to Israel. 

McCain also visited the 
Western Wall, where he placed 
a prayer in a crack as onlookers 
cheered. 

McCain voiced sympathy for 
Israel's national security con
cerns in ah interview published 
Wednesday in the Jerusalem 
Post. 

The Arizona senator, who 
has played down the electoral 
boon of being a welcome guest 
in the Jewish state ahead of the 
November ballot, also made 
clear he does not think Wash
ington should try t~ shape Israeli 
strategy. 

"If Hamas/Hezbollah suc
ceeds here, they are going to 
succeed everywhere, not only in 
the Middle East but everywhere. 
Israel isn't the only enemy," 
McCain told the Post. 

Though McCain has endorsed 
the Bush administration's drive 
to secure an Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accord by year's end, he 
said Washington should not try 
to force Jerusalem's hand on key 

issues. 

Sen. Metzenbaum 
dies at 90 

FLORIDA: Sen. Howard Met
zenbaum, Ohio's first Jewish 
U .S. senator, died Wednesday 
night at his home in Florida. 
He was appointed by then-Gov. 
John Gilligan to fill an unex
pired term in late 1973, then 
won a seat three years later. 
Metzenbaum served three full 
terms, retiring in 1995. Met
zenbaum, a Cleveland native, 
was a self-made millionaire. A 
Senate liberal, Metzenbaum 
was a champion of workers and 
consumers rights - his father 
had eked out a living buying and 
selling second-hand goods. He 
promoted the Brady bill, legislat
ing a mandatory waiting period 
to buy a handgun. Metzenbaum 
advocated for positions taken by 
the Jewish community on many 
domestic issues, including civil 
rights, hate crimes laws, religious 
freedom and voting rights. He 
also voted consistently with sup
porters oflsrael. CTTA) 

Poll rates Israel high 
NEW YORK: According to a 
recent Gallup Poll, American 
rate Israel as one of its top five 
favorite nations after Canada, 
Britain, Germany and Japan. 
Iran, North Korea and the 
Palestinian Authority are at the 
bottom of the list. Republicans 
(84 percent) are more likely to 
look favorably on Israel than 

Live in elegant surroundings, enriched 
with a distinctive cultural ambiance. 

_Our Inclusive Pricing Means Savings to You! 

An unparalleled level of service and amenities, 
and the support you need for your safety 
and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, 
call Dianne: 401 -732-0037 

,'¥,. A Carelink Member 
r •; A Community of Jewish Seniors Agency of RI 

THE PHYLLIS S IPERS TEtN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

A Kosher Assisted Living Residence 
www.tamariskri.org 

are Democrats (64 percent) and 
those aged 18 to 35 (65 percent) 
less so than their elders (35-54, 
74 percent). The phone survey 
polled 1,007 adults. CTTA) 

ADL: Anti-Semitism 
drops in U.S. 

NEW YORK: The Anti-Defama
tion League says that its records 
note a decline in anti-Semitic 
incidents in the United States 
for the third consecutive year. 
The AD L's annual audit of anti
Semitic incidents listed 1,357 
cases of vandalism, harassment 

and acts of hate against Jews in · 
2007, a 13 percent drop from 
the 2006 total of 1,554 and from 
2005's total of 1,821. Data in the 
2007 audit, drawn from official 
crime statistics and information 
gathered by AD L's network of 
regional offices, include criminal 
and non-criminal activities. The 
audit noted that acts of vandal
ism were mostly directed at 
synagogues and Jewish cemeter
ies and often involved the use of 
swastikas. CTTA) 

Briefs compiled by Yeduda Lev 

What is your name? 
And, who are you? 

BY ANITA STEIMAN 

Special To The Voice & Herald 

Although this question 
probably sounds ridiculous 
to most people since all of 
us know who we are, the 
answer is not that simple. 
In Jewish tradition, we all 
have two names - an English 
name and a Hebrew name. 

On Sunday morn-
ing, March 2, parents and 
students in the first, second 
and third grades gathered 
together to explore this ques
tion. he children learned 
of their namesakes and the 
popular Jewish custom of 
naming after a deceased 
person. They discovered 
their generational connec
tion and how they have each 
become a living memorial 
and a link to Jewish history. 

For _those children who 

had not yet been given a 
Hebrew name, they had an 
opportunity to select one 
with their parents. Everyone 
explored the meaning of their 
Hebrew names and had fun 
making crowns with their 
"good names" (Pirke Avot), 
Hebrew name necklaces and 
lovely t-shirts on which they 
beautifully display<;d their 
Jewish identities with pride. 

The Jewish people believe 
in the power of names, and 
we hope that these young 
people will continue to 
carry the qualities associ
ated with their names, and 
will be proud and excited 
in their exploration of the 
Hebrew.language and 
their Jewish heritage. 

Anita Steiman is the reli
gious school principal at Temple 
Beth-El. 

PAUL AND ALANNA PHILLIPS select her Hebrew name, 
Shoshana. 
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FRIDAY 
March 21 

Sinai Shabbat service 
Temple Sinai Sisterhood annual 
Shabbat service, main sanctuary. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

Peking Purim Celebration 
Megillah reading, then Asian 
buffet dinner. Entertainment by 
Tommy James. 

WHERE: Chabad Chai Center 
of West Bay, 3871 Post Road, 
Warwick 

WHEN: 3:30 P.M. 

COST: Donation adults, $18, 
children, $9, families $54 

MORE INFO: 884-7888, orwww. 
JewishRl.com 

Intergenerational Family 
Shabbat Service 

WHEN: 6:15 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Road, Bar
rington, RI 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

JCCRI Lunch and Learn 
Purim Day - Celebrate the Book 
of Esther. Participants will be 
joined by seniors and pre-school
ers. 

WHEN: Noon to 1 :45 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 107 

SATURDAY 
March22 

Dinner, auction and raffle 

The South County Hebrew School 
and Cong.Beth David 4th Annual 

Searcluu5 J.VJ. 

My Brothers 

J 1..·\\ i-.,h Men 
111 .i Cil'ntilr.: \Vorld 

RABBI JEFFREY SALKIN, scholar 
in residence for the weekend 
will discuss Reform Judaism's 
inconvenient truth on Friday, 
March 28, at 7:4S p.m. at Temple 
Beth El, 70 Orchard Ave., Provi
dence. 

Jewish Communiy Calendar 
WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 

Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7:45 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-6070; Web: 

www.temple-beth-el.org 

SATURDAY 
March29 

Klezmer at the Brooklyn Cafe 
and Teahouse 
Fishel Bresler and Shelley Katsh 
will perform 

WHEN: 8:30 p.m. 

WHERE: 209 Dougla s Ave ., 
Providence 

COST: $9 

MORE INFO: 575-2284 weekday 

mornings 

FISHEL BRESLER AND SHELLEY KATSH will perform at the Brooklyn Cafe and Teahouse on Saturday, 
March 29, at 8:30 p.m. Bresler will also perform as part of the Jewish Community Center's Jewish 
Musical Festival at Temple Shalom in Middletown on Sunday, March 23, at 4 p.m. 

SUNDAY 
March30 \ 
Sisterhood Book Group 
Important Jewish women in bibli
cal history. Zipporah, Wife of 
Moses by Marek Halter. Candace 
Baer will lead the discussion. 

Dinner by Amalfi Catering, plus 
auction and raffle. 

WHERE: The Village Inn, 1 Beach 
Street, Narragansett, 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

COST: $36 per person 

MORE INFO: Call Rick952-5807 to 

reserve your place. 

SUNDAY 
March23 

JCCRI music event 
Jewish Music Festival presents 
Fishel Bresler 

WHERE: Temple Shalom, 223 Val
ley Rd ., Middletown 

WHEN:4 p.m. 

COST: $5/JCCRI and Temple 
Shalom members, $8/general 
audience 

MORE INFO: 861-8800 ext. 108 

Abraham's and Sarah's Tent 
Three-part series conclusion: 
"Gay and Lesbian Encounters 
with the Jewish Community, " with 
JCCRI Executive Dire ctor Kevin 
Olson moderating. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai in Cran
ston 

WHEN: 11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Sue Suls at 

(401)861 -8800, ext. 108 

MONDAY 
March24 

Treasures in your attic 
Kenneth Gloss, owner of the 
Brattle Book Shop in Boston: Talk 
on old and rare books. 

WHERE: Providence Public 
Library, 150 Empire St., Provi
dence 

WHEN: 6 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call 800-447-9595, 
or visit www.brattlebook

shop.com. 

Transcendental Meditation 
Emanuel Leisure Club presents 
Marcia Kass park, director of TM 
program in R.I. 

WHERE: Temple Ema nu-El in 
Providence 

WHEN: 10 - 10:50 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 331-1616 

TUESDAY 
March25 

Exploring Jewish History: 
Diasporas and Diversity 
Dr. Stephen Kaplan begins four
part discussion series 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Rd., Barrington 

WHEN: 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

WEDNESDAY 
March26 

Prospects for Peace 
Co-founders of an Israeli-Pales
tinian think tank, Gershon Baskin 
and Hanna Siniora, will speak 
co-sponsored by the RI Chapter of 
Brit Tzedek v'Shalom. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Judy Kaye, 751-8665 

THURSDAY 
March27 

Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 
Stop Violence Against Women:. 
strategies, techniques, options. 
Rhonda Kessler, Providence Po
lice Dist. 6 and Kris Paglio, Public 
Safety Officer, RISO. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.: 
Business meeting and potluck 
dinner. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: RSVP by March 20 

to Rona 331-6070 

Circle of Consolation at Torat 
Yisrael 
Bereavement discussion group 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Road, Bar
rington 

WHEN: 9:30- 11:00 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 245-6536 

Jewish Book and Judaica Fair 
Books, toys, games, music and 
Passover items 

WHEN: 10 a.m. to noon 

WHERE: Congregation B'nai 
Israel, 224 Prospect St., 
Woonsocket 

MORE INFO: 762-3651 

facilitated by Dr. .,.-,:,;-------
Judith Lubiner and 
Rabbi Amy Levin 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Torat 
Yisrael, 330 Park 

Ave ., Cranston 

Open House 
The Jewish Com
munity Day School, 
featuring PJ Library 

WHEN: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: 85 Taft St., 

Providence 

FRIDAY, 
March28 
Scholar 
Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, 
will discuss Reform 
Judaism's inconve
nient truth. 

Zipporah, Wife of Moses by Marek Halter, 
will be the featured book at the Temple 
Habomin Sisterhood Book Group, on 
Sunday, March 30, from 9:30 - 11. Candace 
Baer will lead the discussion. 
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Vegetarian seder plate replaces the shank bone with a beet 
Local artist uses 

images transferred to 
a marble tile 

Bv RICHARD AsINOF 
rasinoj@jfri.org 

FTERBEING a 

egetarian for 20 years, 
uza nne H erzberg 

decided to create her own veg
etarian seder plate for personal 
use by her fa mily. "I was ready to 
move away fro m 

natural stone," H erzberg said . "It 
conveys a sense of warmth not 
found in porcelain or glass." 

H erzberg said her entire 
fa mily- her four children and 
her husband - are vegeta r-
ians. The response to her seder 
plate has been "great," she said. 
"People who are vegetarians are 
thrilled. A nd non-vegetarians 
are buying the plate to use as a 
harvest plate," she continued. 
People fi nd it very aesthetically 
pleasing." 

H erzberg 
having a shan k 
bone on my seder 
plate," she sa id. 

"I was ready 
will be having a 
show of her art 

To replace the 
shank bone, she 
chose a beet, 
because, as she 
explained, "it 
'bleeds' when it 

to move away 
from having a 
shank bone on 

my seder plate." 

is cut into." A s a 
proof text fo r the Suzanne Herzberg 

at Three Sisters 
Cafe on H ope 
Street on Sunday, 
M arch 23. The 
work wi ll include 
three tiles that 
will be installed 
on the floor at 
the entrance to 
the cafe. 1he tiles use of the beet, 

she continued, 
"many people cite the Talmud, 
specifi cally Pesahim 1146, which 
mentions a beet." 

feature water 
color coll ages that have been 
transferred onto marble tiles. 

The seder plate, which comes 
with fi ve small glass di shes to 
hold the seder items, is avail
able directly from H erzberg, 
or through her website, www. 
vegetarianseder.com. 

1he seder plate is actually a 
marble tile. Photograph images 
of the seder items, prominently 
featuring the blood-red beet, has 
been permanently transferred 
onto the tile. All the work is 
done loca lly in Providence. 

For more information, e-mail 
Herzberg at infa@vegetarianseder. 

SUZANNE HERZBERG'S vegetarian 12-inch square seder plate is produced by taking photographic 
images and transferring them to a marble tile. 

"I particularly like the use of a 
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Planning for Passover 
A few ideas for Passover breakfasts and Lunches 

Bv MARYLYN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jjri.org 

THERE ARE PLENTY 
of recipes for brisket, 
roast chicken and 

potato kugel, but what about 
breakfast and lunch during the 
holidays? W e need something 
to eat earlier in the day as well . 

PASSOVER GRANOLA 

This recipe is from the very 
good Div ine Kosher Cuisine 
cookbook by Rise Routen
berg and Barbara Wasser 
of Congregation Agudat 
Achim in Niskayuna, NY 

It's a good quick breakfast 
when there's no time to make 
matzah brei or pancakes. 

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees and grease a 
rimmed cookie sheet. 

Ing redients: 
1/4 cup butter or 

parve margarine 
1/2 cup vegetable oi 1 
1/2 cup water 
1/2 cup firmly packed 

brown sugar 
1 cup matzah fa rfel 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 cup raisins 
1/2 cup fl aked coconut 
1/2 cup chopped dates 
Or any other fruits 

and nuts you like 
Method: 

· In a large pot melt butter or 
margarine with oil, water and 
brown sugar. Mix in remain
ing ingredients. Spread on 
cookie sheet and bake 25 
minutes, stirring occasionally, 
until nicely toasted. Cool and 
store in a plastic bag or tin. 

You can make up a couple 
of batches to have on hand. 

My daughter-in-law, Lisa 
Cutler Graff, makes these 
excellent muffins or bulkie 
rolls for Passover. They are just 
right for sandwiches in the kids' 
lunches or as dinner rolls. 

L1sA's PASSOVER FARFEL ROLLS 

Spray muffin tins well, 
regular size for dinner rolls or 

Matzah pizza from Divine Kosher Cuisine 

large size for sandwiches. Spread with the sauce and 
Preheat oven to 450 degrees F. sprinkle with herbs and garlic 

Ingredients: powder. Sprinkle mozzarella, 
3 cups Passover matzah fa rfel then Parmesan or Romano 
3 cups boiling water cheeses over. You can add partly 
5 Tblsps. oi l cooked sliced mushrooms, 
6 eggs sliced olives or other toppings. 
1 Tblsp. salt Bake for 10 to 12 minutes until 
pinch of pepper cheese melts and is bubbly. 

Method: CHOCOLATE-COVERED MATZAHS 
Put farfel into a large bowl 

and pour boiling water over. 
Cover with a dish towel and 
leave until farfel has absorbed 
all the water. Stir in oil and 
mix in eggs, one at a time. 

Stir in salt and pepper. 
Fill tins and bake for 30 

minutes or until golden brown, 
depending on size being made. 
For sandwich size, split when 
cool. Makes 18 regular size. 

PASSOVER PIZZA 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
F. and grease a cookie sheet. 
Adapted from above cookbook. 

Four matzahs, regular, whole 
wheat or egg. broken in half 

1 cup marinara or 
tomato sauce 

1/2 tsp each dried 
oregano and basil 

1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
12 oz. shredded moz

zarella cheese 
1/2 cup grated Parme

san or Romano cheese 
Put some cold water in a 

pie pan, dip in matzahs and 
place them on the cookie sheet. 

This is a fun snack to have 
on hand fo r afternoon tea 
or a dessert. It's from the 
"Qiick and Kosher Cook
book" by Jamie Geller. The 
kids wi ll love making it. 

Ingredients: 
8 matzahs 
A 10 oz. bag of kosher for 

Passover chocolate chips 
2 Tblsps. parve margarine 

Method: 
Line two cookie sheets 

with wax paper and lay 
matzahs on top. 

Put chocolate and marga
rine in a microwave-proof 
bowl and heat in microwave 
until almost melted, about 2 
minutes. Check and stir every 
20 seconds until completely 
melted and combined. 

Spread chocolate over 
matzahs, using a spatula. 
Let cool at room tempera
ture, about 2 hours. 

When hardened, stack 
between sheets of wax paper 
and store in airtight contain
ers. To serve, break into pieces. 

WE'lL S IP RIGHT TO YOUR Db 
Visitusat.. , ■ -, 

!!!~!.~a!R!~~0, .. ··, 
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A ~ine Wine Shop Specializing in Kosher for Passover Wines. 
~ ' , , , ' , · , We offer the largest selection of Kosher 

Wines at Super Low Prices with the 
Best Case Prices on the internet. 

Wishing Passover Greetings to You and Your ~amily 

P ~ssovcr Grcctittg-s! 
FROM ... 

EAST SIDE 
PHARMACY 

632 Hope Street, Providence• 7S1-1430 • Fax 454-8096 

J' fRA n1r10J-J 0 J 
PASSOVER WINE TASTING 
Thursday, April 3rd - 4pm to 7pm 
Serving the East Side for over 35 years • Providing Kosher Wines 

for Passover to Jewish Families throughout the State 

We will be tasting from our expanded 
kosher wine selection! 

Some of the offerings are: 

• Navarra wines of Spain • Zan wines of Israel 
• Tevel wines of Israel • Hai wines of Israel 

• Bartenura wines of Italy 

Noah wines of Judean Hills Vineyards (Tevel and Gedeon) 

Select from Mevushal or Non Mevushal 

--:'~,, Offering the Best 
_ ' ·} Fine Wines 

Beers & Spi rits 
S W A N & a Full Selection of 
t<.)~ Kosher Wines 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ••• 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

II, 

w 
w 
a: 
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w 
w 
a: 

806 Hope Street • Provide nce 
Phone : 401-421-5760 

PROVENDER 
A Kosher Catering Company 

Passover Menu & pick-ups now available' 
www.l'rovender Kosher Catering.com 

Monday-Friday Only* 
ANY BREAKFAST ITEM 

or ANY LUNCH ITEM 

BREAKFAST 
M-F 8 AM -11 :30 

LUNCH 12-5 

Caffe Dolce Vita 331 -8240 
IL • • · , . , . • • , · . • 

m 
"II 
:Ill 
m 
m 

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 



• 
PAGE 20 Jewish Voice & Herald March 21, 2008 _________________________ ___,-.~Mit•l~-

Photo by Mary Korr 

ODED NA'AMAN spoke at Brown University last w eek on h is experiences serving for 
several years in the West Bank. 

Breaking the Silence: 
Israeli soldiers tour U.S. 

B vMARYKORR 

mkorr@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Tel Aviv native O ded 
Na'arnan was an idealist when he entered 
the Israeli Army during the Second Inti
fada . His experiences, however, left him 
numbed, confused, and silent - until he 
joined Breaking the Silence, a forum for 
former combat veterans. 

The group is tour-

were random potshots from the city, the 
soldier, looking through night goggles 
which turned the scene an eerie green, 
must return fire. ''After the third night 
it becomes like a video game. You don't 
know who you are shooting at, you're just 
shooting." 

He described hunting down possible 
Palestinian terrorists, ransacking their 

homes, breaking 

ing the United States 
with a multi-media 
exhibit most recently 
held at H arvard Hillel. 
Na'arnan came to Brown 
last week, and spoke at 
the Watson Institute 

"If you support 
something you should 

be interested in its 

walls, ripping apart 
sofas, as the family 
watches in terror. 
"You slam the father 
against the wall. The 
women and children 
cry. You find nothing. 
Then you turn on the 
TV and see if there 

for International Stud
ies . (While here he also 
interviewed at Brown's 
philosophy department; 
he teaches philosophy 
in Israel and is applying 
to graduate programs.) 

The earnest and 
engaging young man 

consequences. ldo 
not question the 

legitimacy of Israel, 
but it is not a perfect 

place. I feel we are 
humanizing Israel by 

this discussion." 

is a soccer game on." 
The disconnect is 
ridiculous, he said. 

"You soon hate 
the Palestinians. You 
hate your command
ing officers who tell 

was brutally honest in 
his reflections, offering 
not a political, but a personal testimony, 
although the former was implicit. 
"When I got out of the A rmy, I felt Israeli 
society was unaware of what we did in 
their name," he said. In 2002-'03 Na'arnan 
served in the artillery corps in H ebron in 
the West Bank and as a checkpoint guard. 

H e described himself and most of Army 
buddies as "corning from a different ideol
ogy than the settlers. W e went into the 
Army to proudly be part of the defense 
forces of our country. In the West Bank, 
we were introduced to their extremist 
religious ideology." 

Na'arnan described the tedium of a 
soldier's routi ne - eight hours on guard 
duty, eight hours off. ''A solider is always 
hungry and tired and unable to sleep," he 
said. 

H e described an outpost in a school 
overlooking Hebron, a dense city of 
almost 200,000 Palestinians. If there 

you to grab a Pales
tinian off the street to 

pick up any suspect package, just in case 
it's an explosive device. M ost of all you feel 
trapped. You are the worst victim of all." 

Na'arnan said American Jews should be 
aware of what he describes as "a threat to 
who we as a Jewish people are - there is an 
existential threat. I wore a helmet made in 
the U.S.A. I watched U.S.-rnade Caterpil
lars knock down walls. I was made in the 
U.S.A. 

"If you support something you should 
be interested in its consequences. I do not 
question the legitimacy oflsrael, but it is 
not a perfect place. I feel we are human
izing Israel by this discussion ." 

The talk at Brown was sponsored by the 
R.I. chapter of Brit Tzedek v'Shalorn (The 
Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace), and 
by the D evelopment Studies program and 
Middle East Studies Program at Brown. 

For more information, visit www.break
ingthesilence.org.il. 

WIN A TRIP TO ISRAEl 

te 
c:,e\et)f& 

May 14, 1948 - the State of Israel was established! 
May 8, 2008 -Jews worldwide celebrate Israel's 60th Anniversary! 

We can't imagine a world without a secure Israel or an 
Israel without the commitment of women like YOU! 

At this momentous time in Israel's history, do something amazing 
and support the extraordinary work of Hadassah! 

Make yourself or someone you love a Life Member of Hadassah any 
time between February 1st, 2008 and May 31st,2008,and tell us, in 
60 words or less, what Life Membership in Hadassah means to you, 
and you may be eligible to win a Hadassah Mission to Israel for two 

(includes roundtrip airfare from NY and hotel)! 

One essay will be selected and the winner will be announced at the 
2008 National Convention in Los Angeles. 

Submit your written essay along with payment for Life Membership 
and Life Membership enrollment form by May 31, 2008 to: 

Hadassah 
Attn: Life Membership, Essay Contest 

340 Main Street - Suite 869 
Worcester, MA 01608 

Please direct all questions to fifemembership@hadassah.org or 212-303-7 402. 

Contest Rules and Eligibility 
• Entrants must be at least 18 years old and reside within the 50 United States 
• National Board members and employees of Hadassah are ineligible to enter 
• All submissions must be received by May 31,2008 
• All submissions must be written in English and must be 60 words or less 
• All submissions will become the property of and all rights in the submissions shall 

be deemed gra nted to and owned by Hadassah, and will bind the entrant to the 
rul es and terms of participation 

• By submitting an essay, each entrant grants Hadassah the right to use their name 
in all publicity and marketi ng materials (including Hadassah's website) relating to 
the essay or essay contest 

• Hadassa h reserves the right to disqualify any entrant for inapprop riate content 
and/or failure to follow the contest ru les 

• Hadassa h reserves the rig ht to cancel th is contest and/or modify the prize 
awarded at any time and without notice 

• By submitting an essay, each entrant certifi es that their essay is original, authored 
solely by them, and does not infringe upon the rights of any third parties 

• Void outside the 50 United States and where prohibited 
• Prize may be taxable to the extent required by law 
• Submissions are only complete if they contain the following sentence:"By 

submitting this essay, I agree to be bound by the rules and terms of participation 
in the Hadassah Life Membership Contest" (such sentence will be exclusive of the 
60 word limit) -

7 
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SDEROT: 
No hamentashen or 

groggers 
From Page 4 

What impacted me the most 
was the video clips we watched 
of children in gan (preschool) 
running to the shelters in the 15 
seconds they have to save their 
lives, counting down, and then 
singing so they won't hear the 
rockets exploding. 

So this Purim while you're 
preparing Mishloah Mano! and 
accessorizing your costumes to 
compete at the annual costume 
contest, please remember that 
some Jewish children might 
not be running around with 
hamantashen and groggers 
in hand but will be in bomb 
shelters. It is a mitzvah to give 
to those in need on Purim, and 
our brothers and sisters in Sderot 
(and now Ashkelon) are in need; 
if we don't help them who will? 

BethJaphet 
New York City 

Maybe it's a mikveh 
in China 

IN YOUR ISSUE ofFeb. 
8, there is an article by Jeff 

Levinson concerning the tour 
of China he and his father made 
looking for traces of Jewish 
life. H e describes a tour guide 
in Kaifeng who said she would 
take them to the remnants of 
a synagogue. Instead she took 
them to the boiler room of a 
hospital and showed them a 
well. What the tour guide was 
showing them was most probably 
the source of the "living water" 
for the community's mikveh. 

Many Jews consider the 
mikveh the most important 
facility, a Jewish commu
nity can have. Without it, 
reproduction for observant 
Jews would be impossible. 

Daniel Nussbaum, 
II,MD ,FAAP 

New Bedford, Mass. 

Submission
Guidelines 

SUBMISSIONS must be 
signed and include city 

of residence and telephone 
number. Letters should be 
limited to 250 words, and 
Viewpoint pieces to 700 words. 
Submissions may be edited for 
length. Send submissions to: 
7he Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 

Sessions St., Providence, RI 
02906, or E-mail to: voicchc
rald@jfri.org. 

Letters to the Editor 
Please, open your eyes to humanity's potential 

I'M SURE YOUR PAPER has planet in peril. That our planet 
received numerous complaints is on its deathbed. That the 

from irate readers regarding the human race is doomed. Please, 
letter to the editor, "An Imper- open your eyes. 
tinent Q,iestion" (The Voice & In the Hebrew language the 
Herald, March 7). I would like word for man is Adam and the 
to take a different approach. word for land or earth is Adam-

I t is unfortunate that many ma. The similarity is striking. 
people succumb to the doomsday Both land or earth and man are 
prophecies that litter our media created with potential. 
with dramatizations that depict a In the year 5,000 B.C.E. 

Letter shows insensitivity to real families 

IW AS TAKEN ABACK by 
Debbie Spivak's letter "An 

impertinent question" in the last 
issue of the The Voice, and even 
with The Voice itself for printing 
it. Overpopulation is a highly 
controversial and very complex 
issue. Even acknowledging its 
problems, one might take note 
of the dwindling worldwide 
Jewish population, ravaged by 
assimilation, intermarriage, and 
the decimation of its ranks by the 
Holocaust and other persecutions. 

But this is not my point. I under
stand how intelligent people might 
argue about this matter. What I do 
not understand is how one could 
be so utterly insensitive and write 
such an article about real families 
with real children. Does Spivak 
not realize that these very children 
will read her article? Does she not 

care that they may be terribly 
embarrassed to have an article 
written about them protesting 
their birth? I cannot help but 
wonder if Spivak would be so 
insensitive to another minority 
group of one sort or another. 
Would she specifically single 
out some of their local families 
and criticize them for their 
poverty levels, telling them that 
it is their own fault for having 
so many children? Either way 
there is a problem. On the one 
hand, I certainly hope Spivak 
would not be insensitive to any 
other minority group. But on 
the other hand, I am then left 
with a question. Why is she so 
insensitive to this group? 

Rabbi YoscfLipson 
Providence 

Jews haven't made up for the 
six million lost in Holocaust 

IN THE LAST ISSUE of 
The Voice & Herald, you saw 

fit to publish a letter criticizing 
the Kolle! rabbis for exercising 
irresponsible parenting in having 
more children than this letter
writer approves. She goes on to 
explain the damage to the planet 
that these overpopulaters are 
bringing to the peril of us all. 

To your credit, you recognize 
this a chutzpah by headlining 
it as impertinent. Why then 
should such impertinence be 
rewarded by providing it with 
community-wide publicity and 
further embellishing its "mes
sage" with a picture of the Kolle! 
families, the objects of her 
ridicule. 

population of 6.6 billion would 
benefit from some birth control. 
However, we Jews are entitled 
to a dispensation from any such 
call - for the compelling reason 
that we have not yet recuperated 
from the 20th century genocide 
that murdered fully one-third of 
our people. In the course of the 
past 60 years, not only did we 
fail ro recoup our losses but we 
are also still struggling to main
tain our present numbers. 

As for the Kolle!, their pres
ence in our midst constitutes 
a great blessing. They are role 
models for us in Jewish living 
and in Jewish learning and yes 
- role models as well in Jewish 
family planning. 

Rabbi Saul Leeman 
Providence 

approximately 5 million people 
were on the planet. Seven thou
sand years later, our population 
has increased to approximately 
6.5 billion. 

And, in those 7,000 years, look 
what both the human race and 
Earth have accomplished. We 
have been blessed by the likes of 
Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, 
Einstein and the list goes on. 

Yes, mankind has contributed 
to the environmental problems 
that we are noticing today. Yes, 
in the past 100 years, we have 
emitted more and more carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere. 

Today, we know better. Today, 
we are making changes. I'm sure 
we will continue to cause other 
problems in the future. However, 
I am absolutely confident that we 
will continue and rectify those 
problems. And we will learn to 
look and grow forward. 

Yes, Debbie Spivak is abso
lutely correct that these four 
families are contributing greatly 
in numbers. They are contribut
ing greatly to that wonderful 
human potential. 

Brian Evans 
C oventry 

Overpopulation is solved by education 
WE READ with disgust the sole 
letter to the editor that you chose 
to publish in the March 7 issue by 
Debbie Spivak. If she had written 
a similar letter regarding a large 
family of Catholics, Hispanics, 
Africans or Palestinians, we 
are sure it would not have been 
published or at least there would 
have been a disclaimer stating 
that these were not the views of 
the editorial staff of the paper. 

However, since this involved 
a group of Orthodox people in 
beards and long skirts, it was 
published without comment. 

As OrthodoxJews, even 
ones who considers ourselves 
Modern and have "only three" 
children, we feel this is just 
one more instance of Jews not 
understanding the state of Jewish 
demographics. The most recent 
Hadassah magazine pointed out 
that this past decade is the first 
since World War II that there has 
been an increase in Jewish popu
lation from the previous decade. 

The need for Jews to produce 
more than two children is not just 
the position of Orthodox Juda
ism. In D ecember 2007, the com-

mittee of Rules and Standards of 
the Rabbinical Assembly of the 
Conservative movement issued a 
paper called "Mitzvah Children." 
Before World War II there were 
18 million Jews, now there are 
about 13 million. Compared to 
two billion Christians and 1.2 
billion Muslims, Jews are 0.25 
percent of the world's popula
tion. Jews have a higher mean age 
and higher mean age of having 
children, mainly because of the 
postponement of families until 
education is completed, increasing 
the likelihood of infertility and 
birth defects. Thus, while over
population is a world problem, it 
will not be solved by controlling 
the Jewish population. Even if all 
the Jews were wiped off the face 
of the earth (as advocated by our 
enemies), their numbers would 
be replaced almost instantly by 
others. The way for Jews to help 
fix world over-population is to 
encourage higher education 
among those groups who contrib
ute to most of the pop[1.lation. 

Sharon Groh-Mintz 
Howard Mintz 

Would other groups be singled out? 
If the writer of the letter "An 

impertinent question," were to 
meet the families of the Kolle! 
and watch them interact with 
their children, she would cer
tainly find them more than 
responsible parents; they are so 
warm and loving to their chil
dren that they are clearly the 
products of warm, loving, and 

also large families themselves. 
To the editors: Look into your 

collective minds and ask, "If this 
writer were criticizing a different 
Jewish group, or ethnic group, 
would we find this offensive?" 

BarbaraJaphet 
Pawtucket 

We must understand that 
these rabbis and their wives have 
large families primarily for reli
gious reasons. In this connection 
we may recall the words of Emil 
Fackenheim, a Jewish philoso
pher and H olocaust survivor, 
who said that, in addition to 

Corrections/Clarifications 
the 613 commandments in the 
Torah, the 614th commandment 
of our times is to deny Hitler a 
posthumous victory. This we do 
when we promote Jewish living. 
This we do when we increase 
Jewish population. 

We appreciate the argument 
that our Earth with its present 

A photo which appeared 
in the Feb. 22 Food section 
showed Jeff Ingber of the 
Divine Providence Catering 
Co .• and not Darren Sulley as 
the caption stated. 

The R.I. Jewish Historical 
Association's article on the 
Jewish War Veterans of Post 

23 celebrating their 80th 

anniversary, which appeared 
in the last issue, misstated 
the title of Steven Musen. He 
is the adjutant of that post. 
The commander is Herman 
Wallock. 

In the Kashrut article in the 
M,, rch 7 edition, Steven 

Schechter, the president, 
was listed as the individual 
authority for the Vaad 
Hakashrus of Rhode Island. 
Rabbi Goldberg, the Rav 
Hamachshir, is the authority 
for the supervising agency. 

-
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A yawn of yarmulkes and a 
reconciliation of rabbis 

Playful language 
of binomial 

nomenclature adds 
luster and vitality to 

our speech 

known, regularized word-part- embellished by onomatopoeia (the 
nerships such as a siege of herons, formation of a word that imi-

Miriam Hospital holding 
Jewish medical ethics forum 

TIERE is something 
minently comforting in 
mploying well-worn cli

ches. These adaptable phrases and 
word-combinations require little 
conscious thought and allow our 

minds to dwell 
elsewhere 
when we use 
them. Some 
combinations 
of words just 
seem to cluster 
together 
- perhaps not 
naturally, but 
certainly com
fortably after 

repeated usage. And while most 
cliches are trite and stereotyped, a 
few word-combinations may add 
luster and vitality to otherwise 
flaccid English sentences. 

a leap of!eopards, a bouquet of 
pheasants, a regency of ravens and 
a rafter of turkeys. 

This binomial nomenclature, 
immortalized by Dame Juliana, 
extended beyond non-human 
creatures. For example, she also 
listed a prudence of vicars, a 
poverty of pipers and, of course, a 
cluster of grapes. 

Dame Juliana's playfulness 
with names has incited many 
in recent centuries to try their 
hand in creating memorable and 
insightful - as well as alliterate 
- dual-phrases. Thus, we now 

tates its function, a word such as 
'boom'), the aroma of poetry and 
enriched still further by allitera
tion (such as a gaggle of geese). 
Perhaps, too, a pun on another 
cliche (such as a lack of school 
principals). 

Physicians are not indiffer-
ent to the quirks of the English 
language; and, in their free time 
when not writing dull prescrip
tions, they may also seek distinc
tive group-nouns defining their 
many specialties. Thus, we may 
have a rash of dermatologists, a 
run of gastroenterologists, a clone 

of geneticists, have a comedy 
of errors (with 
acknowledge
ment to Shake
speare), a galaxy 

"And, in the sphere 
of Jewish tradition 

an eruption 
of pediatri-

of cosmologiStS' there are: a carillon of 
a ring of jewel-

cians, a 
synapse of 
neurologists, 
a pile of 
proctologists, 
a wince of 
dentists, a 
graft of plas
tic surgeons, 
an outbreak 
of epidemi
ologists, a 
skeletal crew 
of orthope
dists and an 
asylum of 

ers, a string 
of violinists, a 
temperance of 
teetotalers; and 
when describ
ing the ancient 
profession of 
streetwalkers, 
there are a flour
ish of strumpets 
and an anthol
ogy of pros. 

cantors, a modicum of 
mohels, a majesty of 
melameds, a synergy 

of synagogues, a 
yawn of yarmulkes 

and a reconciliation of 
rabbi_s." 

psychiatrists. 

Panel includes 
Drs. Aronson, 
Hamolsky and 

Felder 
PROVDIDENCE-A 
panel of speakers will discuss 
ethical issues relating to 
informed consent and medi
cal errors at the 2008 Jewish 
Medical Ethics Forum which 
will be held at The Miriam 
Hospital on Thursday, March 
27, from 6 to 8 p.m. It is free 
and open to the public. 

An informational panel 
of physicians, community 
members and clinical social 
workers will discuss the ethi
cal issues and personal rights 
involved in health care. 

There will be a welcome 
by Dr. David Marcoux, 
chair of the hospital's Ethics 
Committee and professor at 
The Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University. 

William Kirkpatrick, the 
director of clinical social 
work at the Bradley Hospital, 
The Miriam H ospital, and 
Rhode Island H ospital, will 

moderate a panel comprised 
of: 

• Dr. Stanley Aronson, 
dean of medicine, emeritus, 
and professor of medical sci
ence at Brown University and 
emeritus physician at Rhode 
Island Hospital and The 
Miriam Hospital. 

• Dr. Milton Hamolsky, 
member of the Board of 
Hospice and Home Care of 
Rhode Island and recipient 
of the Qyality Partners of 
Rhode Island 2007 Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

• Dr. Michael Felder, 
an active member of Provi
dence's Jewish community, 
the American Academy of 
Family Physicians, and the 
Ocean State Ethics Network. 

The event will be held in 
the Arthur and Joyce H urvitz 
Board Room at the hospital 
at 164 Summit Ave. It is 
made possible by the Carlyn 
Summer Endowment Fund. 
Refreshments will be served 
and dietary laws will be 
observed. To register, call 
401-444-4800 or 1-800-927-
1230. 

Consider, for example, those 
collective nouns used when 
describing the clustering of 
animal species. Thus, we invari
ably have a flock of geese, a herd 
of deer, a swarm of bees, a pride 
of lions or a school of whales. It 
would be a rhetorical discomfiture 
if we heard about herds of geese, 
flocks of whales or schools of 
lions. 

James Lipton has now gathered 
a word-lover's garden of delights 
in his classical anthology, An 
E xaltation of Larks, 324 pages of 
exciting, metaphoric, pithy and 
insightful group terms including 
such verbal delights as an unction 
of undertakers, a lot of realtors, a 
goulash of Hungarians, a smor
gasbord of Swedes, an attic of 
Greeks, an outback of Aussies, a 
sleaze of tabloids, a platitude of 
sports writers, a dyspepsia of city 
editors, a presumption of prosecu
tors, a length of briefs, a rancor of 
raconteurs and a maze of bureau-

And finally, the religious lead
ers of the Western world may 
need some inventive, codified 
group-names to enliven their 
respective callings beginning 
with such irreligious terms as an 
inquisition of heretics, an irrever
ence of reverends, a parliament of 
preachers, a meeting of Qyakers, 

Hadassah plans donor brunch 

Where did all of these fascinat
ing cliches come from? Back in 
the 15th century, in 1486 to be 
exact, a resourceful prioress of the 
Sopewell Nunnery in England, 
Dame Juliana by name, published 
a thin volume, The Book of St. 
Albans, outlining for its readers 
the socially correct names when 
conversing with others on such 
monumental issues as hunting, 
fishing or heraldry. Her text pro
vided the then socially-proper col
lective nouns including such terms 
as: a gaggle of geese, a string of 
ponies, a clutch of eggs, a plague 
oflocusts and a litter of puppies. 
Her volume also listed lesser 

crats. 
What makes for a lively group

name worthy of repeating to 
others and perhaps immortalizing 
in some text? Certainly that it 
brings a smile to the face of the 
listener or reader; that it provides 
a sense of originality perhaps 

TONY IS BACK! I 
Your qualftyfami/y ba':"' shop '~ 

TONYS ~, 
BARBER SHOP ; 

~ 745 East Avenue (at Hope St.), Pawtucket 

APPOINTMENTS - 729-5229 

a fidget of altar boys, a modesty of 
altar-egos, a menage of ministers, 
a calendar of safnts, a pilgrimage 
of Muslims, a sobriety of Calvin
ists, a plethora of priests and a loss 
of prophets. And, in the sphere 
ofJewish tradition there are: a 
carillon of cantors, a modicum of 
mohels, a majesty of melameds., a 
synergy of synagogues, a yawn of 
yarmulkes and a reconciliation of 
rabbis. 

Dr. Aronson can be reached at 
smamd@cox.net. 

PROVIDENCE -The Rhode 
Island chapter of Hadassah, the 
Women's Zionist Organization 
of America, will hold its donor 
brunch Sun., April 13, with 
the theme "Israel and Hadas
sah - Partners in Building the 
Future," in observance of the 
60th anniversary of the State of 
Israel. The brunch will begin 
at 11 a.m. and will feature an 
exhibition of the art of Betzalel 
Cadena, and a vocal performance 
by noted Cantor Fred Scheff 
entitled "A Celebration oflsrael 
through Music." 

A brief overview ofHadassah's 
accomplishments in Israel from 
the earliest days of the nation 
will be·given by Sharon Davi-

OEeOllATINI ANO BALLOON OELIVEIUES FOR ALL oeeASJONS 

8AR 8 8AT MITZVAIIS • WEDDINGS 
8/RTIIDAY5 • ANNIVERSARIES 

OFFICE FUNCTIONS • /IOU5E-WARMINGS 
1/OSP/TALS • SIIOW£R5 

~D~ 
~m$TW 

1046 MINERAL SPRING AVE. NO. PROVIDENCE, RI 
401-nll-8705 1-800--464-8705 BAUOONEYTUNES@VERIZOM.NET 

dovich, representative to New 
England of the Jewish National 
Fund. The JNF is a prime focus 
ofH adassah, and a globally
known project for land reclama
tion and reforestation. 

In 2005 the Hadassah Medi
cal Organization became the 
only hospital ever nominated 
for a Nobel Peace Prize, in 
recognition of its provision of 
equal treatment to Palestinians 
and Israelis . Since Hadassah 
was founded nearly a century 
ago, it has become the largest 
volunteer organization and the 
largest women's organization in 
the United States. In Israel it 
supports progressive health care, 
education, youth institutions, a 
college, and land reclamation. 

The April 13 brunch is the 
culminating event of the R.I. 
chapter's fund-raising year. 
Admission is a minimum of$65 
for members, and $36 for guests 
accompanying members. Reser
vations are requested by April 4. 
The location is 100 Save the Bay 
Drive, Fields Point, Providence. 
Information and directions may 
be had by calling the chap-
ter office at 401-463-3636 or 
emailing RhodelslandChapter@ 
Hadassah.org. 
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Kosher 
certification: 

made in 
China 

Half of China's $2.5 
billion in exports of 
food ingredients to 
the United States 

are kosher 

BY ALISON KLAYMAN 

]TA staff writer 

BEIJING OTA) -As the sun 
rises on a crisp March morning, 
a van from the Hebei Dongfang 
Green Tree Food Company 
arrives at Rabbj Nasson Rodin's 
home in this Chinese capital city. 

During the four-hour journey 
to the company's factory in Shen
zhou, Rodin calls for a break to 
recite his morning prayers. He 
wraps his teftllin at a rest stop as 
curious truck drivers look on, 
then gets back into the vehicle. 

For the Amidah prayer, the 
van pulls off the dusty road and 
Rodin consults the small green 
compass on his watchband. He 
needs to pray facing west, toward 
Jerusalem. 

It's all part of a routine day for 
Rodin, 24, a Chabad-Lubavitch 
emissary who does Jewish out
reach in Beijing and also travels 
the countryside performing 
kosher inspections in China for 
U.S. companies. 

With the kosher certification 
of more than 300 food factories 
in China, each producing mu!-

Rentals • Sales 
Matching 

Landlords & Tenants 
Buyers & Sellers 

Samsonrealty.com 

40 I 454-5454 
346 Wickenden St. 

Walk-Ins Welcome 

two weeks each month working 
in China. 

Aside from its office near 
Hong Kong, Shatz also has one 
in China's Shandong Province, 
where many fruits and vegeta
bles are grown and processed. 

Canned, frozen and dried 
fruits and vegetables are the 
most common kosher products 
from China, but many chemical 
additives and finished products 
like candy also are certified here. 

Providing kosher supervision 
means paying strict attention to 
a product's components. Instead 
of conducting scientific health 
tests, kosher inspectors check 
a company's compliance with 
rules about its ingredients and 
preparation. 

Photo by Alison Klayman 

RABBI NOSSON RODIN of the Beijing Chabad scans Orthodox Union guidelines while inspecting the 
Dongfang Green Tree Food Company. 

Most factories have a few 
scheduled inspections each year. 
In situations where sweeping 
changes are required to make a 
product kosher, kashrut services 
usually decline to certify. 

During his visit to the Green 
Tree plant, Rodin is as interested 
in what lies behind closed doors 
as he is with what's on the apple 
chip production line. 

tiple products, America's largest 
kosher-certification company, the 
Orthodox Union, has more than 
doubled the number of certifica
tions it does in China just in the 
past two years. 

"We met a Jewish customer 
who wore a small hat on his 
head," recalls Lucy Zhang, 
Rodin's interpreter from Green 
Tree. "H e asked us if our food 

Kosher Services, a kosher certifi
cation label. 

CERTIFICATION FOR $3,000 
Kosher certification costs 

$3,000 to S5,000 

He insists on opening the 
doors, even inspecting a flat
tened cardboard box with 

The kosher 
food market here 
has experienced 
tremendous growth. 
Half of China's $2.5 
billion in exports of 
food ingredients to 
the United States 

"Though the food companies under 
inspection provide English-speaking 
interpreters, some of the rabbis here 

per year on aver
age, Markowitz 
says. In exchange 
for access to the 
$11.5 billion kosher 
food market in the 
United States, many 
Chinese companies 

an unfamiliar label that lies 
discarded in the corner. As pos
sible evidence of unaccounted
for ingredients that could be 
non-kosher, the discarded box is 
suspect. 

have picked up basic Mandarin." "Since they don't really under
stand what I am looking for, 
they don't know what to hide," 
Rodin says. are kosher, up 150 percent from 

two years ago, according to 
Bloomberg News. 

Green Tree first looked into 
kosher certification in 2005, 
about the same time the company 
began exporting its products. 

was kosher. He explained ifit 
was kosher, then Jewish people 
could eat it." 

"The only way to explain 
kosher to a company here is 
to explain it's for export," says 
Rabbi David Markowitz of Shatz 

If you're not eating 
CASERTNs you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF ~/A ~ 
~ ,i;.1"'2"' 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over 50 years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 

Everyone reads us! 

are willing to pay 
the price. 

Markowitz opened Shatz 
Kosher Services in China five 
years ago and recently added a 
location in Vietnam. The rabbi 
lives in Israel but spends about 

Although kosher certifica
tion has been around for years 
in China, the landscape of food 
quality control in the country is 
undergoing drastic c_hange. 

WATERMAN 
GRILLE 

WINTER WARMER 

3-COURSE MENU 

SERVED SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

$19.95 

Open 7 days a week for Dinner 

& Brunch on Sundays 

FOUR RICHMOND SQUARE. PROVIDENCE 

TEL: 40 1 · 521 ·9229 I WATERMANGRILLE.COM 
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Kosher Meals on Wheels suffers from state cuts 
Volunteer drivers 
are attempting to 

raise funds 

BY MARY!,YN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE -The Jewish 
Community Center's (JCC) 
Kosher Meals on Wheels 
program, which brings a hot 
meal daily to some 18 frail, 
homebound Jewish elderly in 
Providence and Pawtucket, will 
have its funding cut under the 
governor's proposed budget. 
The parent Meals on Wheels 
is no longer supplying paper 
goods, plastic cutlery or daily 
milk to the JCC program. 

The JCC kosher meals are 
catered by Deb Blazer (Account
ing for Taste) under the supervi
sion of R abbi Wayne Franklin. 

E lly Leyman, senior adult and 
adult program coordinator, who 
manages the program, depends 
on a group of about a dozen 
loyal volunteers to deliver the 
meals, rotating on two routes 
per day. Leyman does the very 
complex scheduling. Travels and 
winters in F lorida necessitate 
doubling up or finding substi
tutes and sometimes she has to 
go out on deliveries . 

The 
elderly 
recipients 
really 
depend on 
their kosher 
Meals on 
Wheels as 
their one 
hot meal 
of the day. 
And often a 
little human 
contact. An 
offshoot of 
the "Meals" 
program is 
that there 
has been 
more than 
one occa
sion when 
the recipient 
was ill or 
had a fall 
and was 

) ) 

Photo by Mary Korr 

From left, Sally Rotenberg, Elly Leyman and Margaret Wool prepare to 
del iver kosher meals to residents in Providence and Pawtucket. 

carried in 
insulated 
contain-
ers to be 
delivered 
warm and 
the cold are 
in paper 
bags. 

Leyman 
cannot say 
enough 
about her 
"great team 
of caring, 
dedicated 
home 
delivery 
volunteers." 
Many of 
the elderly 
recipients 
have no 
families or 
anyone else 

egg omelet, roasted sweet pota- to bring 
unable to answer the door, and toes, seasoned zucchini, bread them meals. (This is a five-day 
fortunately the volunteer was and fruit cup. Sometimes there operation; no meals are delivered 
there to summon ---------------------- on weekends.) 
help. The volunteers are 

Each day has "The elderly recipients really depend deeply concerned 

a menu, planned on their kosher Meals on Wheels as about the cuts and are 
for variety and h • h I f h d ,, banding together in a 
nutrition. For t eir one ot mea O t e ay. "Mitzvah for Meals" 

example, one campaign to cover the 
day's recent menu is a special dessert for those with shortfall. Bill Black, 
featured lentil soup, potato and diabetes. The hot products are Helen Ginsberg, Herb Leshin-

The true meaning of hfe 1s to pln11t trees under 
ll'hose shade you do 1101 expect to sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
O ne of the mosr enduring ac ts of your li feti me. 
To learn more: 401.455.8011 or 
www.provlib.org. 

The 23rd Annual 
Charity Golf Tournament 

MAY 19, 2008 

TPC of Boston 

sky, Margaret Wool, Cliff 
Lander, and the other volunteers 
are brainstorming for fundrais
ing ideas. The program will soon 
reach a crisis point, according to 
the group. 

The recipients are doing their 
part - those who are able pay 
up to $3 per meal. The cost of 
one week's meals for one person 
is $15, $30 for two weeks, or $65 
for a month. The committee will 
welcome any amount, of course. 
Contributions (tax deductible) 
may be sent to Mitzvah for 
Meals, JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Write Mitzvah for Meals on the 
check, to make sure it goes to 
the right place. 

Leyman says new volunteers 
are needed for deliveries. The 
Friday meal site "Lunch & 
Learn at the JCC," which is 
attracting between 15 and 25 
persons each week, could also 
use some help. The Johnson & 
Wales culinary school supplies 
a student intern to assist in the 
kitchen during the school year 
but there is no one for vacations. 

For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Elly Leyman at 
861-8800, ext. 107 or eleyman@ 
JCCRl.org. 
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MEMBERS OF TEMPLE HABONIM'S book group are, from left, Jen Reich, Leslie Katz, Lois Kemp, Ellen 
Rosen and Pat Buff. Behind them are Michelle Siskind and Jennifer Trachman-Rooks. 

Plan ahead! 

Reserve you advertising space 

soon for our Mother's Day issue 

May 2, 2008 

Book group reading about biblical heroines 
B Y ThMPLE H ABONIM STAFF 

BARRINGTON - The 
Temple Habonim Sisterhood is 
hosting a series of three book 
discussions of important Jewish 
women in biblical history. The 
session on Sarah took place on 
Feb. 20. Zipporah, Wife ef Moses 

and Lilah; A Forbidden Love, A 
People's Destiny, both by Marek 
Halter will be discussed on 
March 30 and April 27 respec
tively. 

The discussions led by Sister
hood members Jennifer Tracht
man-Rooks, Candace Baer and 

Robyn Mehlenbeck are held at 
the temple at 165 New Meadow 
Rd. on Sunday mornings at 
9:30. Coffee and donuts are 
served, all are welcome. 



PJ & Purim party 
Photos by Mary Korr 

THE BUREAU OF JEWISH 
EDUCATION'S Nicole 
Katzman combined the PJ 
Library program with Purim 
this week at the Jewish Com
munity Center's pre-school 
program. Above.left, Ellie 

Sherwood decided to pack up 
her Hamantashen in a napkin 
to take home (but changed 
her mind 30 seconds later). 
At right, Aidan Blankenship 
said they were so good, he 
would have two, which he 

SINAI CELEBRATES SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA 

did. Everyone in the Sabra 
classroom wore their PJs and 
made groggers and played 
with Purim puppets and 
jumped up and down. They 
are only three and four years 
old, after all. 

Photos courtesy of Temple Sinai 

Above, Temple Sinai's children joined in song and celebration at the March 7th Shabbat Across 
America evening which was attended by more than 150 people. From left are Hannah Glucksman 
of Cranston, Mia Gershon of Cranston, Ella Saint of East Greenwich, and Daisy leepson of North 
Kingstown. In rear are Ari Stein of Warwick, Naomi Shimberg of East Greenwich, Emma Rosenfield 
of Cranston, and Jordan Silversmith of North Kingstown. Below, Enjoying the celebration at left are 
Temple members Steve Grubman-Black of North Kingstown, Ellen Knasin of Cranston, president of 
Temple Sinai, and Stacey Kaplan of Cranston. 
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Celebrate French Pastry! 

Chef Roland Mesnier - former pastry chef of 
the White House in Providence! 

Come to a special lunch, lecture, and book signing on 
Sunday, March 23rd at 12:00 pm at Chez Pascal - 960 Hope 

Street, Providence, RI 02906. 

Dr: Mesnicr will tell all about hi memories, his secret recipes. 
the tastes and habits of the presidents, and first ladies he has 

served since the Carter admi nistration. 
Lecture will be in English. 

One of the most renowned pastry chefs of this century. the leg
endary Dr. Roland Mesnier has created thousands of elegant 
and dazzling desserts for American presidents, their families 
and the world's foremos t dignitaries for more than 25 years. 

Tickets: $70.00 which includes a 4-course-meal. tax and 
gratuity. lecture, and a dessert recipe by Chef Mesnier. 
Reservation directly at Chez Pascal at 401-421-4422. 

This event is presented by the 
Alliance Fran\'.aise de Providence 

www .frenchri.org 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 
GRADES 2- 10. 

DAYCAMP li• .,,~_,, 
CQURTWO-WEEK _ _ ....._,c:. , .. 

72-acre site 
magnificent waterfront 

sailing, canoeing, kayaking 
spacious cabins 

comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 

sports field and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring view 

t;yo swimming pools 
protected environment 

highly skilled, caring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 

fam ily feeling 

SESSIONS. Kosher dietary 
AGES 6 TO 9. 1£.-...JC~_ :.:.;:__ _ __J laws observed. 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CALL: 
401-463-3170 

ON WORDEN'S POND 
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Photos by Elianna Bresler 

THE PROVIDENCE 
COMMUNITY KOLLEL 
honored two couples at their 
recent Jewish Unity Live 
event celebrating Jewish 
learning held March 9 at 
the Renaissance Hotel in 
Providence. At far left, Evan 
Davis and Melanie Davis 
present the Am Echad award 
to their parents, Cynthia 
and Jeffrey Davis. At left, 
David Yavner presents the 
Am Echad award to Amy and 
Clay Seigle. 

Beth-El students holding Passover food drive 
Need for 

contributions seen 
greater than ever 

BY A LAN ROSENBERG 

has helped about 300 individuals 
and families who need financial 
aid to have a seder and properly 
observe the holiday. But last year, 
the number passed 400. And 
with the cu rrent economic situ
ation, it can only be expected to 

Island all their lives, people who 
have lost their jobs and working 
families who simply can't afford 
the added expense of kosher-for
Passover food. 

The food drive will be held on 
two Sundays, April 6 and 13. 

Orchard Ave. on the East Side of 
Providence. 

What is needed? Bring food in 
cans, boxes or jars. Minior says 
that all kinds of Passover food 
- such as matzah, gefilte fish, 
borscht, and kosher-for-Passover Special to The Voice & Herald 

climb. ----· ---------------------- candy, maca
roons, cake 
mixes and 
kugel mixes 

PROVIDENCE - For the 
past several years, seventh-grad
ers at Temple Beth-El have 
conducted an annual Passover 
food drive, putting their mitz;
vah studies into action. 

'Tm 
definitely 
anticipat
ing that 
this year, 
we'll have 

"The food drive will be held on two Sundays, 
April 6 and 13. Students will be in the lobby from 

8:45 until 11:30 a.m. to take donations." 
- are needed. 

It's easy to 

This year, the need for contri
butions is greater than ever, says 
Erin Minior, interim director of 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode 
Island, which receives the fruit of 
the students' efforts. 

In previous years, the agency 

a greater 
increase," Minior says, "given the 
state of the economy and rising 
food prices." 

Those in need include Russian 
immigrants and elderly men and 
women who have lived in Rhode 

Students will be in the temple 
lobby from 8:45 a.m. until 11:30 
a.m. to take donations. 

Donations may also be left 
at the temple office between 
M onday, April 7 and Friday, 
April 11. The temple is at 70 
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help if, when 
you are shop

ping for your family, you simply 
add a bag of groceries for a family 
less fortunate than yours. You 
can also donate a gift card from 
a supermarket such as Shaw's, 
Eastside Marketplace, Whole 

Foods or Stop &Shop. You 
can write out a check to Moes 
Chitim ("Money for Wheat"), 
Jewish Family Service's an nual 
drive for Passover funds. Or you 
can stop by with cash. 

And if you have packaged 
foods in good condition that are 
not kosher for Passover, bring 
those as well. The agency will 
store them and distribute them 
after the holiday, when Rhode 
Island's poor Jews will continue 
to need he\p. 

For more information, contact 
Alan Rosenberg, 885-0768 or 
ricubsfan@aol.com. 

Serving the Jewish Community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 
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Prof. Bartov to speak at RIJHA annual meeting 

PROVIDENCE -The 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
A ssociation's 54,h annual meet
ing will be held on Sun., April 
13, at 2 p.m. at the Jewish Com
munity Center. All are welcome 
to attend this free program. 

Omar Bartov, the Birkelund 
Distinguished Professor of 
European History and Professor 
of German Studies at Brown, 
will deliver the 38th annual 
Adelman Lecture. His topic will 

· be "Israel and the H olocaust: 
History, Identity, and Policy." 
An Israeli native educated at Tel 
Aviv and Oxford Universities, 
Bartov is considered one of the 
world's leading authorities on the 
subject of genocide. He is the 

author of seven books and the 
editor of three more. Many of 
these have been translated into 
several languages. Bartov's most 
recent book is Erased: Vanish
ing Traces of Jewish Galicia in 
Present-Day Ukraine, which was 
published in 2007 by Princeton 
University Press. H e has won 
numerous fellowships, includ
ing those from the French and 
German governments as well as 
the Guggenheim Foundation 
and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

Exhibition: 'Witness to His
tory' 

The exhibition, "Witness to 
History," will celebrate Israel's 
60•h anniversary. It will fea-

ture many Rhode Islanders' 
memories of hearing D avid Ben 
Gurion's declaration of inde
pendence. Guests will be able 
to enjoy the exhibition during a 
festive social hour. 

The Jewish Historical Asso
ciation's annual meeting will 
include the election of officers: 
Stephen M. Brown, president; 
David H. Leach, first vice presi
dent; Kenneth Orenstein, second 
vice president; Maxine Goldin, 
secretary; and Jack Fradin, trea
surer. Eleven other members of 
the board will continue to serve 
the Association. The newest 
board member will be Jane 
Civins, a longtime Association 
member. 

Emanu-EI holds blood drive 
PROVIDENCE -Temple 
Emanu-El held its annual blood 
drive on March 4', organized 
by member Dr. Bonnie Reib
man. The fourth-graders, led 
by their teacher Susan Yardeni, 
donated their time with much 
enthusiasm and interest to 
assist the blood donors. 

The students passed out pack
aged snacks and in the process 
learned that people giving blood 
feel as though they are giving the 
gift of life. 

Frank Prosnitz, from the R.I. 
Blood Center, addressed the chil
dren, telling them about donating 
blood and what a difference it can 
make in the life of another human 
being. 

FOURTH-GRADE CHILDREN who helped at the blood drive are, 
from left to right, Eli Lederberg, Nathan Reed, Joshua Stone and 
Marisa Brown. 

What's experience worth? 
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SPELLBOUND - Matthew Hill, coordinator of the indepen
dent school spelling bee, congratulates Providence Hebrew 
Day School student Eliyahu Simcha Raskin as the first-place 
winner of the March 3 competition. The eighth-grader will 
represent the independent schools at the statewide bee this 
week. 

NCJW plans program on child advocacy 
PROVIDENCE - The 
National Council of Jewish 
Women/ Rhode Island section 
(NC]W/ RI) is holding a pro
gram on advocacy for chi ldren 
on Wed., April 9, at 7 at the 
Jewish Community Center, 401 
Elmgrove Ave. 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant, 
executive director of Rhode 
Island Kids Count, will speak 

on "Voices of the unheard child: 
How can we be effective advo
cates?" 

Please bring a new or gently 
used book(s) to donate to Reach 
Out and Read, a literacy cam
paign for low-income children. 

For more information, contact 
Laura Oliven Silberfarb; 401-
996-9964 or loliven@visi.com. 

Returns that have consistently 
_ surpassed the market. 

Women's Alliance 
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The Women's Alliance Endowment 
Fund of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island invites proposals for 
funding of community programs. 

Priority will be given to programs 
that impact women and children, 
and funding is restricted to 
501(c)(3) organizations. 

Proposals must follow published 
guidelines, available on the Women's 

. Alliance page at www.JFRI.org. 

Proposals will be accepted only online 
by filling out the application on the 
JFRI web site. 

No proposals will be accepted after 
Friday, April 4, 2008. 

For more information, please contact 
Sue Lacbapelle at slad1apelle@JFRI.org 
or 401-421-4111 x.163. 
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N.Y. Federation braces for impact of Bear Stearns' collapse 
Bank was the 

philanthropic leader 
in U]A-Federations 

Wall St. division 
Bv J ACOB B ERKMAN 

]TA staff writer 

NEWYORK OTA)-The 
UJA-Federation of New York 
is bracing for potential fallout 
from the collapse this week 
of Bear Stearns. A cloud of 
uncertainty is hanging over 
the company after a run on its 
bank led to its controversial sale 
to JPMorgan Chase for pen
nies on the dollar March 17. · 

The sale, for $2 a share on 
stock that had been worth $89 a 
share last Decembes, decimated 
the savings and retirement funds 
of Bear Stearns employees and 
wiped out salaries, the majo~ity 
of which are often paid in year
end bonuses based on profits. 

The collapse could have a 
broad-ranging negative effect 
in New York, as Bear Stearns is 
among the 25 largest employers 
in the city. Many of its 14,000 
employees are Jewish. 

The loss of salaries and the 
potential for mass layoffs could 
put a strain on the local non-

profit world here, the New York 
federation's senior vice president, 
Paul Kane, told JTA. 

"We feel horrible about 
this," Kane said March 19 in 
a telephone interview. "There 
were a lot of friends close to us 
in Bear Stearns, and this has big 
implications for us and others. Tt 
has huge implications for us and 

Bear Stearns was at the center 
of that advance. Its chairman, 
Alan "Ace" Greenberg, famously 
would act as the ringleader of 
the federation's annual Wall 
Street dinner, standing on the 
dais, calling out names and 
publicly soliciting six- or seven
figure contributions. 

In 2006, that banquet took in 

how a downward spiral in the 
market will affect that number. 

The federation's total cam
paign is up 5 percent compared 
to the same period last year, 
with $115 million in pledges. 
Last year the campaign brought 
in $151 million. 

B ROADER EFFECT OF COLLAPSE 

But the question is how the 
Bear Stearns col-

other nonprofits 
in this city." 

Bear Stearns, 
-------------------------lapse and its broader 

which lists phi- "Bear Stearns' chairman, Alan "Ace" - analysts say that 
effect on W all Street 

lanthropy as one Greenberg, famously would act as the Lehman Brothers, 
of its five guid-
ing principles, is ringleader of the federation's annual Wall another hiStOrically 

Jewish bank and 
:;::~~~~\;~:t Street dinner, standing on the dais, calling significant donor to 

on Wall Street, out names and publicly soliciting six- or the federation -will 
affect the intake 

donating about 4 seven-figure contributions." of dollars into the 
percent of its prof- federation and the 
its to charity each -------------------------

output of services 
year, Kane said. 

He noted that the federation $21.5 million. it must provide to a 
is one of its largest recipients,' Sitting among stacks of paper, new struggling class . 

Kane tries to figure out the "We are again looking and 
bringing in about $4 million S 

implications of the Bear Stearns analyzing numbers of Bear tea-
annually in contributions from 
Bear Stearns employees. 

collapse. The analysis will take ms and Wall Street in general," 
several weeks, he said. Kane said. "It is clearly going to 

WALL STREET DIVISION Some $30 million has been have some level of impact on us." 
The federation garnered about 

$40 million through its Wall 
Street division last year - a 
number that has soared in recent 
years as Wall Street recovered 
from the post-9/11 recession. 

pledged to the Wall Street The federation has readied its 
division for the 2008 fiscal year, service agencies and is making 
which ends for the federation on available job counseling services 
June 30. While the federation to those affected by the Bear 
typically collects on 94 percent Stearns crisis. 
of its pledges, there is no telling E.ven before the collapse of 

Bear Stearns, the broader dip 
in the economy already had led 
to an increase in demand for 
services in New York. In the last 
three months, the Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty has 
opened 40 cases due to the sub
prime mortgage crisis. 

As the UJA braces for impact, 
one notorious bear on the 
market, mega-philanthropist 
Michael Steinhardt, is warning 
that Jewish nonprofits shouldn't 
panic yet. 

Steinhardt said the Bear Stea
rns collapse will affect Jewish 
charities but not affect mega
donors like himself, a former 
hedge fund star who left Wall 
Street in 1995 with $500 million 
in assets to become a full-time 
Jewish philanthropist. 

"In the microcosm it will have 
its effect, and broadly speaking, 
Wall Street will be affected, and 
of course we Jews have a dispro
portionate involvement in Wall 
Street," Steinhardt told JTA in 
an interview March 19. "Philan
thropy is viewed as a discretion
ary spending item and, for many 
people, if it is not the first, it is 
one of the first items to go." 

Obama: Pastor's views on America, Israel 'distorted' 
Bv RoN KAMPEAS 

AND JACOB BERKMAN 

]TA staff writers 

WASHINGTON OTA) - In a 
bid to quell growing unease about 
his relationship with a black 
preacher known for strident rhet
oric, Barack Obama described 
the Rev. Jeremiah Wright's 
views on America - including 
its relationship with Israel - as 
fundamentally" distorted." 

Obama addressed the issue 
during a hastily scheduled speech 
in Philadelphia, days after the 
media began airing video clips 
ofWright's harsh condem
nations of American policy, 
including an assertion that the 
United States brought the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks upon itself 

Wright is Obama's longtime 
pastor at Trinity United Church 
of Christ, an Afrocentric church 
on Chicago's South Side. 

In a sermon shortly after 
the attacks, Wright said, "We 
have supported state terror
ism against the Palestinians 
and black South Africans, and 
now we are indignant because 
the stuff we have done over
seas is now brought right back 
to our own front yards." 

On March 18, Obama 
dedicated most of his speech 
to addressing Wright's general 
criticisms of the United States 
and the wider topic of race in 

America, but 
also spent a 
few moments 
addressing 
the claim 
about Israel. 

"The remarks 
·hat have caused 
t~ - recent fire-
StL ,.veren't 
simp;y ontro
versial,'1 Obr ..... a 
said. "They 
weren't simply a 
religious leader's 
effort to speak 
out against 
perceived injus
tice. Instead 
they expressed 

JTA Photo 

In a post 
to its Wash
ington blog, 
the Ortho
dox Union 
directed 
readers to 
Obama's 
rebuttal of 
Wrighton 
the Israel 
point, while 
adding that 
the speech 
was"much 
broader'' 
than just a 
rejection of 
the pastor's 
remarks and 
"worth read
ing in full." 

a profoundly 
distorted view of 
this country- SEN. BARACK OBAMA addressed concerns about his pastor in a Many of 

Obama's 
defend-

a view that sees 
white racism 

news conference this week in Philadelphia. 

as endemic 
and that elevates what is wrong 
with America above all that we 
know is right with America. A 
view that sees the conflicts in the 
Middle East as rooted primarily 
·in the actions of stalwart allies 
like Israel instead of emanating 
from the perverse and hateful 
ideologies of radical Islam." 

Wright has praised Louis 
Farrakhan and once trav
eled with the Nation oflslam 
leader to meet with Moam-

mar Gadhafi in Libya. 
Some Jewish organizations 

praised Obama's speech. 
Abraham Foxman, the 

national director of the Anti
Defamation League, said the 
specific reference to W right's 
anti-Israel views was reassuring. 

"From our perspective the 
specific reference and to con
demn radical Islam is a sen
sitivity to our community," 
Foxman told JTAjust after 
Obama completed his speech. 

ers say it is 
unfair to hold him accountable 
for everything his pastor says. 

In addressing the same UJC 
gathering at which Fleischer 
spoke, one of Obama's top 
Jewish surrogates- former U.S. 
Ambassador to Israel Daniel 
Kurtzer - said "we would not 
want to be judged by rabbis who 
sometimes say ridiculous things." 

"We would hope that we would 
be strong enough to denounce 
them, as the senator has done 

with his pastor," Kurtzer said. 
As for Obama, in his March 

18speech he strongly criticized 
Wright's remarks, but also 
said the pastor's views must 
be understood in the context 
of the racism blacks have suf
fered. He also urged Ameri
cans to accept a fuller image of 
Wright and their relationship. 

"The truth is, that isn't all 
that I know of the man," he 
said, referring to the inflamma
tory remarks. "The man I met 
more than 20 years ago is a man 
who helped introduce me to 
my Christian faith, a man who 
spoke to me about our obligations 
to love one another, to care for 
the sick and lift up the poor." 

If anything, Obama said, 
such views must be heard if 
America is to move forward. 

Even while praising some parts 
of the speech, Foxman echoed 
concerns over Obama's insistence 
on contextualizing Wright. 

"I think there is a great deal of 
sincerity and eloquence in trying 
to communicate the scars of 
racism in our country," Foxman 
said. "For us, the ADL, we're dis
appointed and troubled and dis
tressed by an effort to excuse and 
rationalize. Pain does not justify 
bigotry and anti-Semitism." 

]TA managing editor 
Ami Eden contributed to this 
report from New York. 
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Bertram M. Brown, 93 
PROVIDENCE - Bertram 
M . Brown, 93, a pioneer in the 
plastics industry, died March 9. 
H e was the husband of Phyllis 
(Rosen) Brown; they were 
married for 65 years. He was 
the son of the late Charles and 
Lillian (Bearman) Brown. Born 
in Seattle, Washington, he grew 
up and lived most of his life in 
Rhode Island. 

H e received his bachelor's 
and master's degrees in chem
istry from Rhode Island State 
College, now the University 
of Rhode Island (URI), and 
was doing graduate work for 
his Ph.D . at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology when 
World War II began. H e was 
an instructor at Rhode Island 
State and Northeastern Uni
versity prior to joining the U.S. 
~ Naval Reserves, in 
I~ which he rose to 

the rank oflieuten
ant commander. Upon release 
from active service he received 
citations for his outstanding 
performance from the Secretary 
of the Navy and the Chief of the 
Naval Bureau of Ordnance. 

After World War II, he 
entered the plastics business, 
becon:iing a prominent business
man in Rhode Island. He was 
founder, president and general 
manager of the Rosbro Plastics 
Corp. and the Tico Toys Corp. 
He was also president of Rand 
B Realty Corp., and served as an 
officer or director ofE . Rosen 
Co., Erco Corp., International 
Realty Corp., Lonsdale Realty 
Corp., Hope Erco Corp. and 
American Chemical Works, Inc. 

After his retirement from the 
plastics business, he remained 
active in real estate. Mr. Brown 

was one of the founders and 
first presidents of the South
eastern Massachusetts and R.I. 
Chapter of the Society of Plastic 
Engineers; and he was a board 
member for many years, He 
was a member of the American 
Chemical Society for over 65 
years. 

Mr. Brown had an enduring 
involvement with Camp JORI 
and with Vocational Resources 
in Rhode Island, where he 
served as president for three of 
his 10 years on the board. At 
Camp JORI, he served as presi
dent of the board for five years, 
chairman of the camp commit
tee and scholarship committee 
for many years and was made an 
honorary president of the board. 

H e has been honored by 
Camp JORI, URI Hillel, and 
Vocational Resources. He 
established scholarship funds 
for science students at URI and 
Simmons College. 

In addition, he was an orga
nizer and member of the troop 
committee for Cub Pack No. 66 
and Boy Scout Troop No. 6 in 
Pawtucket; he served as com
mitteeman for the Boy ::ico• , , 
from Blackstone Valley. He 
served as a board member, then 
later an honorary board member 
for The Jewish Family Service 
and for Temple Emanu-El as 
well as a board member for the 
Jewish Home for the Aged. Also 
active in the Hillel Foundation 
at URI, he served as the presi
dent for three of his many years 
on its board of directors. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by his four children: 
Charles and his wife, Elizabeth 
(Waldman); Ronald and his 
wife, Sharon Qacobs); Judith 
and her husband, Larry Pryor; 
and Elisabeth and her hus-

Obituaries 
band, Alan Groveman; nine 
grandchildren: Emily and her 
husband, JeffFialky; Garrett 
Brown and his wife, Alyssa; 
Molly Donovan and her hus
band, John; Daniel Groveman 
and his wife, Mary; Ezra Pryor, 
Pamela Brown, Zachary Brown, 
Rebecca Groveman and Arianna 
Groveman, and six great-grand
children: Ann, Jack and Nora 
Donovan, Jonah Brown, and 
Melonie and Aaron Groveman; 
and his brother, Herbert Brown. 
He was predeceased by two 
brothers, Norman and Russell. 

Contributions can be made 
to Camp JORI, PO Box 5299, 
Wakefield, R.I., 02882 or URI 
Hillel, 34 Lower College Road, 
URI, Kingston, R.I., 02882. 

Beatrice Fishbein, 89 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
- Beatrice Fishbein, 89, died 
March 6. She was the wife of 
the late Dr. Joseph G. Fishbein. 
Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Samuel 
and Etta (Pollock) Millman. 

She was past matron of Hope 
Link Order of the Golden 
Chain, past president of the 
Sisterhood as well as past board 
member of Temple Efnanu-El in 
Providence, past president and 
past board member of the former 
Jewish Home for the Aged, past 
board member of the Women's 
Division of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island, and past 
vice-president ofB'nai B'rith 
Women's Assoc., Roger Wil
liams Chapter, Providence. She 
was a life member ofHadassah 
and the Sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El and a member of 
the Holocaust Museum in 
both Washington, D.C., and 
St. Petersburg, Fla. She was a 
past member of the Ledgemont 
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Country Club, a member of the 
President Country Club in West 
Palm Beach, Fla., and a member 
of Temple Emanu-El in Palm 
Beach. 

She leaves a son, Sanford 
Martin Fishbein of Sarasota, 
Fla.; a daughter, Ruth Fishbein 
Salkin of West Palm Beach; 
and a sister, Esther Rothberg 
of Warwick. She was the sister 
of the late Rose Freedman and 
Max I. Millman. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made to 
R.I. Jewish Historical Associa
tion, 130 Sessions St., Provi
dence, R.I., 02906. 

Shirley Gold, 77 
WARWICK- Shirley Gold, 
77, died on March 16. She 
was the wife of the late Robert 
Dwares. Born in Providence, 
a daughter of the late Morris 
and Esther (Hassenfeld) Gold, 
she was an East Providence 
resident before moving to 
Warwick 11 years ago. 

She was a paralegal for six 
years and bookkeeper for the 
former New England Pencil Co. 
for 34 years, retiring in 1981. 
She was a former member of 
Temple Emanu-El and attended 
Bryant College and the Univer
sity of Rhode Island. 

She traveled worldwide 
and was an avid bowler, card, 
mah jongg and bingo play~r. 
She was the mother of Kevin 
Dwares and his wife, Barbara, of 
Cranston; Neal Dwares of East 
Providence, Curtis Dwares and 
his wife, Julie, of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla.; Loren Redman and her 
husband Paul of Barrington and 
Beth Dwares of Johnston. 

She was also the sister of 
Selma Fishbein of Providence 
and the late Benson Gold. She is 
survived by her grandchildren, 
Robert, Kimberly, Jacob, John, 
Shawn, Jeffrey and was the 
grandmother of the late Max 
and Andrew. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to the Multiple 
Sclerosis Fund, Tomorrow Fund 
or American Diabetes Fund. 

Judith Linda Gonicberg 
PAWTUCKET- Judith 
Linda (Oster) Gonicberg died 
March l. She was born in 
Providence, a daughter of the 
late Aaron and Ruth (Leach) 
O ster. She was the wife of 
Jerome Gonicberg. They 
were married for 54 years. 

She was a graduate of the 
Highland Manor School and 
Mount Ida College, where she 
was a poetry and fine arts major. 

Mrs. Gonicberg was a 
member ofTemple Emanu-
El, the Jewish Community 
Center, Hadassah, the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island and 
the ASPCA. She had many 
interests, including art, music, 
antiques, and writing poetry. 
She will be remembered for 
her passion for life, her love of 
animals, her integrity and her 
devotion to her family. 

She leaves two sons, Paul 
Stuart Gonicberg of Providence 
and Robert Jon Gonicberg of 
Boca Raton, Fla.; two broth
ers, Richard Michael Oster and 
his wife, Sandra of Barrington 
and Stephen Alan Oster and 
his wife, Sandra of Greenwich, 
Conn.; and her nieces and 

See OBITUARIES, Page 30 
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in 1939. She moved to Rhode Middletown, Conn.; a niece-in- She was a graduate of the SMETHPORT, Pa. - Bruce 

nephews. Island in 1980 to live with her law, Sue Lapin of West Chester, Providence public school system S.Strashnick, 56, died March 

Burial was in Lincoln daughter and family. Pa.; and cousins, Amy Hyman and had attended Boston Uni- 10. He was the husband of 

Park Cemetery, Warwick. Mrs. Jami was a member of of Freehold, N.J., and Carole versity. Susan (Madine) Strashnick. 

Contributions may be made to Temple Beth-El and was a life Kurtz of New London, Conn. Mrs. Michelman was a Born in Providence, he was a 

Miriam Hospital, 164 Summit member ofHadassah. Miss Lapin was a graduate of fundraiser for and contributor son of Jacob and Ann M. (Gold-

Ave., Providence, R.l., 02906. She leaves a daughter and son- the Harriet Mills School and to many charities, including blatt) Strashnick of Warwick. 

EvaGreenspan,86 
in-law, Doris Jami Licht and studied at Vassar College. A the Springfield Jewish Federa- Mr. Strashnick was a graduate 
Ronald S. Borod of Providence kindergarten teacher for many tion and the American Heart of Hope High School. 

PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. and Boston, and two grandsons, years in Groton, Conn., she Fund. She was a life member of Besides his wife, he leaves two 
- Eva (Stern) Greenspan, 86, Jordan and Jeremy Licht. She was the head teacher at parent- Hadassah, a member ofKodi- sons, Matthew and Kyle Strash-
died Feb. 26, in the Memorial was the sister of the late Toni teacher cooperative nursery moh Synagogue and its sister- nick of Atlanta, Ga.; a brother, 
Hospice of Pembroke Pines, Blachman and Herta Duren. schools in New York City and hood, Jewish Geriatric Services, Michael Strashnick of Warwick 
Fla. She is survived by her Burial was in Lincoln Park Springfield, Mass. She entered and the Boca Lago Country and a sister, Jane Bowen and 
loving husband of 60 years, Cemetery, \,Varwick. academics as an assistant profes- Club's Cancer Committee. her husband Christopher J. of 
Paul, and by a daughter, Miriam Contributions may be made to sor at SUNY in Cobleskill, She was also a member of Murphy, N.C. 
Shana, ofBarriogton. She also the Hadassah Medical Organi- N.Y., and continued at the Uni- Crestview Country Club, where Burial was in Lincoln Park 
leaves her daughter- in-law, zation, 50 West 58th St., N .Y., versity of Rhode Island, where she served as the Twilight Cemetery, Warwick. 
Lynn Greenspan of Orange, N.Y., 10019. she was also the director of the League Golf Chairman. Contributions may be made to 
Conn., and her son-in-law, Dr. Anne Lampal, 42 laboratory nursery school. She belonged to the American a favorite charity. 
Charles Shana of Barrington 

VIENNA, Va. - Anne Eliza-
Miss Lapin traveled widely. Contract Bridge League, where Mollie Tapper, 90 

and four grandchildren, Emily She retired from URI in 1978 she became a Silver Life Master, 
Greenspan of Farmington, beth Murphy Lampal, 42, the after 20 years. She made many a member of the Springfield CRANSTON - Mollie 

Conn., Kimberly Greenspan of wife of Gary Bennett Lampal lifetime friends among her col- Bridge Club and the Pompano Tapper, 90, of Haverhill, 

Cambridge, M ass., and Daniel (formerly of Providence), died leagues and students around the Beach Bridge Club. Duplicate Mass., died March 10. She 

and Phillip Shana of Bar- on Feb. 25. She was born in world. bridge was one of the joys of her was the wife of the late Samuel 

rington. She was predeceased South Kingstown, attended St. She was president of the life. Tapper. Born in Winewski, 

by her loving son, Isaac. Dominic Regional High School Rhode Island Chapter of Besides her husband she Vt., a daughter of the late 

She was born in Poland, the in Lewiston, Me., received a the National Association for leaves two sons, Eric of Laguna Jacob and Esther (Yankelovitz) 

daughter of Kayla and Isaac bachelor's degree in philosophy Education ofYoung Chile Hills, Calif., and his wife Siegel, she lived in Cranston 

Stern. Her parents and numer- and psychology from Simmons dren (NAEYC), served on its Linda; Jay N. and his wife for 48 years before moving to 

ous siblings perished during the College in Boston, and a mas- national board, was director of Karen of Longmeadow·and Haverhill seven years ago. 

Holocaust. Eva survived the ter's of divinity from Harvard seven Head Start programs, and California; a daughter, Margot, Mrs. Tapper was a salesper-

Holocaust by working in a con- Divinity School in Cambridge. regional Head Start director for of Boca Raton, Fla.; four grand- son and clerical worker for 25 

centration camp in Poland but After graduation, Mrs. Rhode Island and Connecticut. children, Glenn, Shayne,Jack, years, retiring at age 62. She 

was deeply scarred by the hor- Lampal served as chaplain at She severed her relationship and Jennifer; a brother, Morris was a member of the Women's 

rors of the war and the devastat- nursing homes, hospices and with NAEYC when she was 92 Tcath and his wife Beverly of Association ofJHA and a 

ing loss of her family when she hospitals in the Greater Boston, because she felt the group was Hamden, Conn., and many former member of Temple Torat 

was just a young girl. Little is and Washington, D.C. areas, not refuting the No Child Left nieces and nephews. Yisrael and its sisterhood. 

•\ known of her experience in the providing non-denominational Behind Act. Burial was in Kodimoh Cem- She leaves a son, Michael 

camp, because it was too painful and interfaith services as well as She was an avid reader. etery. Tapper of Warwick and a 

for her to recall. bereavement counseling. After her retirement, she took Contributions may be made daughter, Joyce Benham of 

In 1957, she immigrated to She leaves two sons, Jared up sewing, creating items for to Kodimoh Synagogue, 124 Andover, Mass.; four grand-

Israel with her husband and and Adam, and a daughter, friends and family. Sumner Ave., Springfield, daughters, Emily, Alissa, Mira 

children, where the family Livia Lampal; her mother, Contributions may be made Mass., 01108 or to Jewish Geri- and Aimee. She was the sister 

lived for six years. In 1962, she Marjorie Anne (St. Aubin) to Hadassah, Attn: Miriam atric Services, 770 Converse St., of the late Irwin Siegel. 

came to the United Stai:es and Clifford and step-father, Peter Levy, 50 W est 58'h St., New Longmeadow, Mass., 01106. Burial was in Lincoln 

the family settled in Norwich, Clifford; her father , Bernard J . York, N.Y., 10019, or Home and Bernard Spigel, 77 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

Conn. Here she continued pur- Murphy, Jr. and step-mother, Hospice Care of Rhode Island Contributions may be 

suing her greatest achievement, Linda Murphy; a brother, Kevin - South Office, 143 Main St., NARRAGANSETT - Ber- made to a favorite charity. 

that of a loving and devoted Murphy and family; a brother Wakefield, R.I., 02879. nard Spigel, 77, died Feb. 25. Sara Weisman, 91 
wife and mother. Her kindness and sister-in-law, Sean and 

Daniel H. Lewis, 48 
Born in Providence, a son of the 

WAR\"IICK- Sara (Glascom) 
and generosity was an inspira- Claudia Murphy and family, late Fred and Rose (Brenner) 

Weisman, 91, died March 
tion to all who knew her. She and sister Shannon Murphy. CRANSTON - Daniel H . Spigel, he was a lifelong 

2. She was the wife of the 
was famous for her cooking and Funeral services were held at Lewis died March 7. He was resident of Rhode Island. 

late David Weisman. Born 
baking, passing along "verbal" TempleRodefShalom in Falls the husband of Beth Ann He was the owner of the 

in Providence, she was a 
recipes of her famous dishes. Church, Va. (Konopky) Lewis. Born in · former Fred Spigel's Kosher 

daughter of the late Samuel 
Contributions may be made Providence, he was a son of the Meat Market and Delitizer in 

Eva also enjoyed writing poetry 
to Meadowlark Botanical late Israel and Natalie Lewis. Cranston. and Ida (Levy) Glascom. 

and had a beautiful singing 
Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark Besides his wife, he leaves his Mr. Spigel served in- Mrs. Weisman was a graduate 

voice which filled her family's 
Gardens Court, Vienna, Va., children; Evan and Ryan, his • the U.S. Army duri'ng of Central High School. 

home. She leaves a son, Edward 
Funeral services and shiva 22182, Attn: Keith Tomlinson, brother; Mark and his sister; the Korean War. 

Weisman of Stratford, Conn., 
were held in Pembroke Pines, or to Temple RodefShalom, Amy. He was a member of the 

and a brother, Henry Glascom 
2100 Westmoreland St., Falls Burial was in Lincoln Park former Congregation Shaare 

Fla. 
Church, Va., 22043. Attn: Cemetery, Warwick. Zedek, a former member of of Boca Raton, Fla. 

Memorial contributions may Burial was in Lincoln Park 
be made to the Rhode Island Caring Committee/Sunshine Contributions may be made to Temple Torat Yisrael, and Touro 

Cemetery, Warwick. 
Fund. the charity of one's choice. Fraternal Association. 

Holocaust Education and 
He leaves a sister; Mindel Contributions may be made to 

Resource Center, or to Temple Sylvia Lapin, 96 Sybil Michelman, 79 
Levine of Danvers, Mass.; the charity of one's choice. 

Emanu-El in Providence. WAKEFIELD - Sylvia PROVID ENCE - Sybil a niece, Rene Schecker, and 
Greta Jami, 94 Lapin, 96, died March 2. Born (Tcath) Michelman, 79, of two nephews, Allen arid Todd 

PROVIDENCE - Greta in New Haven, Conn., she Longmeadow, Mass., and Boca Levine. 
(Lederman) Jami, 94, died was the daughter of the late Raton, Fla., formerly of Provi- Contributions may be made 
Feb. 27. She was the wife_ Benjamin and Jennie (Barnett) dence, _died in Florida. She was to the Chelsea Jewish Nurs- Please send obituaries 
of the late Kurt Jami. Lapin of New London, Conn. the daughter of the late Jacob ing Home, 17 Lafayette Ave., to The Voice & Herald at 

Born in Sinsheim, Germany, She leaves her long-time and Gertrude (Lahn) Tcath. Chelsea, Mass., 02150. 
a daughter of the late Jacob and friend, Barbara Mandell of Vero She is survived by her husband, voiceherald@jfri.org 

Hermine (Lion) Lederman, she Beach, Fla.; her niece, Beth Leonard S. Michelman, an 
Bruce S. Strashnick, 56 

fled Germany to New York City Lapin and grandniece, Kay attorney. They were mar-
Lapin Hammerson, both of ried for almost 60 years. 
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1he jEwisH VOICE & ffERArn 
Business and Professional Directory 

ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUE ACQUISITIONS 
IS BUYING OLD ITEMS 

ADVERTISING, ART, FOUNTAIN PENS, LAMPS, LIGHTERS, 
MILITARY, POTTERY, RADIOS, SILVER, SPORTS, TOYS, 

WRISTWATCHES,ETC. ~ 
ONEITEM 

AND 
ESTATES 

STU ALTMAN· 401-331-SOLD (7653) 
ALL CALLS CONFIDENTIAL 

BARIBAR MITZ\J\H & EVENT LOCATIONS 

AMALFI CATERING 
at The Village Inn Resort 

VOTED CATERER OF THE YEAR 
BY RnooE lsLAHD HosPITALITY AHO louRISM Assoc1A110H 

♦ Intimate Ocean View lettiny1 for fventl up to 100 Gue1t1 
♦ Offering off-site [xquisite Catering 

CONTACT }AMES LEDONNE 

(401) 792-3539- E-Mail: arnalficatering@yahoo.com 
ONE BEACH STREET • NARRAGANSETT, Rl 02882 

COINS 

WE BUY COINS 
: ~~~~ ~g:~! WEBUY & SELL ALL TYPES .-----: ~~:~~~cv OF RARECOINS& BULLION NOWAVAllABLE 

Eagle Silwr Dolla", 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewehy and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

• JEWELRY, WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES. STERLING SILVER BEST 
• GOLD, PLATINUM, SILVER 

COINS& BARS PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS-NGC authorized 

PODDIT COIN D•CHANG' INC, Serving banks,attorneys,esiates 1111 U\ ", and the publicforover 4-0 years. 
769 Hope St., Providence 

SAME LOCATION 38 YEARS· LC 8041 401-861-1640 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Maintenance/Repair • On-Site Service 

Networking • Installation/Set-Up 
Network Video Surveillance 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782- 3988 

We're read cover to cover! 

HEARING Ams LAWYERS 

SUBURBAN HEARING AID CENTER Law Offices of Ronald C. Markoff 
DISCOUNT PRICES 
WHY PAY MORE FOR THE SAME THING? 

Free Test• 30 Day Trial • Full Refund 
Discount Repai rs 

Blue Cross • Blue Chip 
Accept State Mandate 

2907 POST RD . WARWICK, RI 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

737-3480 

Renovations A dditions New Homes 

Ronald C. Markoff 

Karenann Mcloughlin 

Marc B. Gertsacov 

tel : (401) 272-9330 
144 Medway Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

www.ronmarkoff.com 

KOSHER CATERING 

1B:b Call Peter Hunt 
for an "In Home" 

Consultation 

,1 va's Catert 
• } 0 Creative Menus ~ 

Full Service for ALL Occasions 

Custom Builders 

A -· Island 
Builders 
Association 

www.dwprop.com 

RI License #22994 
MA License# 95129 

401-374-1592 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases Of: 

• Custom Interior Painting • Exterior Painting & Staining 
• New Construction • Power-washing 
• Wallpaper removal • Window reglazing 

1/"g'm 253 Mansfield Ave • Nortoo, MA 02766 
'- . Tel: (508) 286-2242 • Fax: (508) 286-2243 * ~ Planner@TovasCatertng.com 

www.Tovascatering.com 

. INSURANCE 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 

Glatt 

[M] 

& wall repair • Decks Insurance Underwri1ers, Inc. & Morion Smilh, Inc. 

LICENSED AND INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES 

Contact"Tyler"401-258-6548 or401-647-5161 
David B. Soforenko. CIC 

Senior Vice President 

60 Catamore Boulevard, East Providence, RI 02914 
Phone: (4 01 ) 435-3600 Fax: (401 ) 431-9307 

Email: dsoforenko@srarshe ,com 

VOICE & HERALD ADVERTISING 

Contact 

Barbara Reffkin Frank Zasloff 
401-421-4111, ext. 162 401-421-4111, ext. 160 

E-mail: breffkin@jfri.org E-mail: fzasloff@jfri.org 

CALL FOR FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR 
ALL-NEW WEB ADVERTISING 
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Russian immigrant writes 
book of Stalinist, Nazi era 

On Both Sides of the Iron Curtain 
Israel Helms 
Tate Publishing & Enterprises 
ISBN 978-1-5988671-0-7 

BY JESSICA PERLMAN 

Speci~I to the Voice & Herald 

W::EN Israel Helms, 
Russian immigrant 
ho came to the 

United States in 1977, showed 
friends and family his written 
account of growing up under 
the brutal Stalinist regime, and 
in the environment of World 
War 11, he consistently received 
the same advice; "publish it." 
Heeding their advice, Helms, 
who received a master's degree 
in mechanical engineering and a 
Ph.D . in metrology and precision 
measuring systems, soon found 
himself with a book contract. 

"I was making notes like 
you would write in a diary," he 
explained in a telephone inter
view. "I wanted to put my notes 
together for my grandchildren, so 
they would know the history and 
roots of our family." 

Helms' On Both Sides of the Iron 
Curtain takes an illuminating 
look at the life of Jay Khmelin
sky, a fictional character whose 
life story not only mirrors that of 
Helms, but is also combined from 
the experiences of people whom 
Helms has known throughout 
his life. 

H elms' writing is magnetic, as 
the reader follows the protagonist 
preparing to leave Russia. Taken 
on a journey throughout the 

various stages of Khmelinsky's 
life, H elms presents the first
hand experience of living among 
Stalin's collectivization, evacuat
ing to Omsk as the Nazis neared, 
living in a corner of a photogra
phy studio, experiencing anti
Semitism and losing everything 
under Communism. His journey 
from Russia to the United States 
is extensive in detail; his assimila
tion into Western society is fas
cinating and he possesses a clear 
devotion not only to the United 
States, but also to his daughter 
and grandchildren, whom he 
addresses throughout the book. 

In the epilogue, Helms sepa
rates himself from Khmelinsky, 
speaking directly to his readers 
about the politics of this country, 
its historical significance, and 
the fight against modern Totali
tarianism, the focus of his second 
book, which he is currently work
ing on. 

"History is repeating itself," 
he said. "Communism still 
lives .. .it's hidden under different 
names." 

Retired but working as an 
engineering consultant in the 
Colorado River Valley of western 
Ariwna, Helms hopes that his 
readers will understand that the 
lessons of history based on his 
"very real personal experience" 
and the experience of his genera
tion is a compelling message in 
the 21" century. 

Jessica Perlman can be reached at 
Perlman _jessica@yahoo.com. 

Are you looking for a rewarding 
Jewish education for your 
children and your family? 

........... .................................... 
Temple Sinai is now accepting 

registrations for our 
award-winning religious school 

and Hebrew School 
(beginning in third grade). 

............................................... 

( 401) 942-8350 • wwwJemplesimiri.org • 30 Hagen Avenne, Cr.11ston 
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The human touch of Harold Kushner 
Receives lifetime 

achievement award 
from Jewish Book 

Council 
BY BEN ffARRis 
]TA staff writer 

NATICK, Mass. OTA) -At 
72, Rabbi H arold Kushner, 
the best-selling author of 
When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People, leads a life that 
most of his rabbinic col
leagues can only dream of. 

Having left the full-time 
rabbinate more than two 
decades ago, his days are 
largely spent writing and 
lecturing - or as he put it 
recently, doing the rabbi stuff 
he enjoys and leaving the rest 
to others . 

"I reel very blessed," Kush-

RABBI HAROLD KUSHNER, 
the author best known for 
his book When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People, 
took home the Jewish Book 
Council's Lifetime Achieve
ment Award. 

of them best-sellers, is not 
without regrets - a topic he 
addresses in his most recent 
book, Overcoming Lift's Disap
pointments, published in 2006. 

Asked about his own mis-

meditation on human suffering 
inspired by his son's death at 14 
from a rare genetic illness. 

He has gone on to author 
more than a half-dozen other 
books, several of them best
sellers, and was an editor of the 
Conservative movement's 2001 
Etz Hayim Torah commentary. 
In 1999 he was named clergy
man of the year, and in 2004 
he read from the book oflsaiah 
at the state funeral of Ronald 
Reagan. 

Long popular in Christian 
circles, Kushner has been seen 
as more of a mixed blessing 
among more traditional Jews. 

He says he gets a better 
reception from Mormons than 
from Orthodox Jews, and it's 
not hard to see why. Kushner 
sees the world through the 
prism of human needs, and 
if that means taking liberties 

with Jewish theology to 
make people feel better, 
he's more than willing. 

ner told JTA last week in --------------
an interview conducted 
as the last light of a chilly 
March afternoon filtered 
through floor-to-ceiling 
windows in the rabbi's 
study of Temple Israel, 
the Conservative synagogue 
in this Boston suburb where 
he arrived as a young rabbi in 
1966. 

It was the day before he 
traveled to New York to receive 
the Jewish Book Council's 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 
a dormant prize revived with 
him in mind. 

But the author of more than 
a half-dozen books, several 

"I feel very blessed." 

Rabbi Harold Kushner 

fortunes, Kushner cited his 
son's early death and having 
the woman he wanted to marry 
choose someone else. He also 
recalled losing out on the pulpit 
of a larger congregation. 

Sensitivity to the hard-
ships of others is a hallmark 
ofKushner's writing, which 
first gained acclaim after the 
publication of his second and 
best-known book, When Bad 
Things Happen to Good People, a 

Improve Your 6raJ.es! 
Tutoring Students K-12 

All Subjects 

Homework Assistance 

Guided Reading/Writing 

Effective 1'-0n-1 Instruction ;;-,

SAT I ACT Prep 

Sr. Portfolio Prep 

Flexible Locations 

Available 7 Days a Week! 

+ 
cade1nic 
dvaniage 

Call 401-921-5860 or visit 

www.academicadvantageRl.com 

ried for almost 60 years. 

"I always thought Juda
ism was at its best when 
it not only looked at text, 
but when it looked at 
people," he said. 

Drawing on the thousands 
ofletters he has received over 
the years from grateful read
ers, the vast majority of them 
non-Jewish, he maintains that 
his writing has helped restore 
faith, return people to prayer 
and permit them to heal. 

The book's influence is unde
niable and has made Kushner 
a sought-after expert on God 
and human suffering. 

/l!Uir&-Mvthlv 
PhD, MSW, LICSW 

General Psychotherapy 

10 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 228-7036 
(401) 228-7037 fax 

Grief Cl( Loss 
Chronic illness 

Depression 
Caregiving 

Life Transitions 
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PECUDEI II - TEAM EFFORT 

Building global community, like the construction 
of the mishkan, requires everyone to participate 
BY CAROL TOWARNICKY 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

Ihis commentary is provided by 
special arrangement with American 
Jewish World Service. To learn 
more, visit www.ajws.org. 

IN this parasha, Moses 
finished the work of setting 
up the mishkan, the mov

able sanctuary in the desert. 

community thus became possible 
through the shared creation of 
a structure founded on sacred 
ethics. 

The Torah gives detailed 
instructions on the design and 
construction of the communal 
structure, and names the person 
responsible for building it. Yet 
the Israelites were still invited to 
contribute offerings from their 
own hearts. 

Everyone has a role 

The same is true as we work to 
build a holy global community. 
We may not be able to do the 
intense physical labor required 
to build community centers in 
Honduras or Uganda, but we are 
able to contribute funds to those 
who can. 

We may not be able to provide 
medical care to refugees from 
Darfur, but we can commit to 
keeping the crisis at the forefront 
of our thoughts and actions. 

The mishkan was designed to be 
the central-structure of the 
relationship between God ---------------- We may not be able to stop 

and God's people. It was 
also the center of the human 
community, the location 
of all religious activity and 
the site where civil disputes 
were heard and settled. 
It housed the tablets of 
the Ten Commandments, 
the core document that 

"We may not be able to do 
the intense physical labor 

required to build community 
centers in Honduras or 

Uganda, but we are able to 
contribute funds to those 

the AIDS pandemic, but 
we can advocate for better 
legislation to meet the needs 
of those suffering from the 
disease. 

The mishkan was com
pleted a year following 
the exodus from Egypt, 
leaving 39 more years in the 
desert (Exodus 40:17). The 
Israelites did not wake up 
the morning following its 
completion with nothing 

declares the principles of 
human-divine and human
human interactions. 

The mishkan in many ways 
exemplifies the relationship 
between holiness and commu
nity. The root of the H ebrew 
word, sh-ch-n, is related to 
the root of the words Shechina 
- God's presence on earth - and 
-shachen neighbor. 

The physical placement of the 
mishkan was also significant: 
once constructed, the mishkan 
not only was the spiritual and 
civil center of the people, but 
also the physical center of the 
community as the Israelites 
arranged their camp around it 
by tribe (Numbers 1:1-4:20). 
Through the mishkan, the Isra
elites were able to structure their 
community around God and 
God's laws. The creation of holy 

who can." 

Sforno, a 16'h-century Italian 
commentator, wrote that because 
the Jewish people wholeheart
edly donated the materials to 
build the mishkan, they shared in 
its actual construction. Even if 
one was physically unable to do 
the work of creating the mishkan, 
he argued, providing support 
for its construction allowed each 
individual to share in it com
pletely. 

The parashah, too, even while 
recognizing the leadership of 
the mishkan's chief architect, 
emphatically attributes the 
project to the entire community. 
"The Israelites did so," it says, 
"just as God had commanded 
Moses, so they did (Exodus 
39:42)." 

left to do. For them, and for us, 
the task of making the universe 
a worthy dwelling place for God 
continues, requiring us to repair 
and renovate the many situations 
that are broken. 

Like the holy community 
that erected the mishkan, a holy 
global community must be cen
tered around an ethical core. It 
must be a place where neighbors 
treat each other with respect, 
where disputes are settled in jus
tice and where everyone beneath 
his vine and fig tree can live in 
peace and unafraid (Isaiah 2:4). 

Carol Towarnicky is a .free
lance writer in Philadelphia. Ihis 
article is used with permission from 
MyfewishLearning.com. 

Voice & Herald Classifieds 
I BUY BOOKS AND OLD 
PHOTOS OF ALL KINDS 
Call 401-421-2628 or email to 

jcosmas@earthlink.net 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. D oesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 30 years - same 

location. Central Exchange. 
781-344-6763. 

MAID PERFECT 
Weekly and by-weekly rates, 

over 20 years experience house
cleaning. Dependable, Bonded. 
401-942-5782. 

HELP WANTED 
Community Liaison/Outreach 

Worker - PT, flexible daytime 

hours. Experience working in 
healthcare and/or non-profit. 
B.A. Email resume to behiye@ 
jfsri.org or fax to 331-5772. 
EOE 

VEGETARIAN?? 
Finally there is a Seder Plate 

for you. www.vegetarianseder. 
com or call Suzanne Herzberg 
263-6023. 

Please, don't forget to share 

your simcha with 

The Voice & Herald 

Get an additional 
copy of 

TheJEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

Attleboro 
Cong. Agudas Achim 
Barrington: 
Barrington Books 
Bagels, etc. 
Princes Hill Del i 
Temple Habonim, 165 New 

Meadow Road 
Cranston: 
Art & Soul Inc., 2007 Broad St . 
Borders Books 
Chabad CHAI Center, 15 Center
ville Road 
Cranston Public Library 
Dufusco's Bakery #2 Park 
Galaxie, Reserovir Ave 
Phreds Pharmacy 
Rainbow Bakery 
Sonya's, 766 Oaklawn Avenue 
Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen Avenue 
Temple Torat Yisrael Mealsite 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 

Avenue 
The Waters Edge, 2190 Broad 

Street 
Ursula's European Pastries, 
1860 Broad Street 
East Greenwich: 
Blossoms Florist 
Felicia's Coffee (5757 Post Rd.) 
East Providence: 
Town Wine & Liquors 
Centre Court Tennis Club 

Middletown 

Temple Shalom 

N. Kingstown 
J+W Grahm 

Wickford Flowers 

Daves 

North Kingstown Library 

Narragansett 
Cong. Beth David 
Newport: 
Inn on Bellevue 
Touro Synagogue 

Pawtucket: 
East Side Eden, ·1 Afred Stone 

Road 
Garden Grille 
Modern Di ner 
Old World Furniture 
Quality Rentals 
Russian Market 
Yarn Outlet 
Pawtucket Library 
Providence: 
Jewish Communit Da School 

Providence Cont. 
Books on the Square 
Brooklyn Coffee and Tea 
Brown RISD Hillel 
Butcher Shoppe 
Chabad House, 360 Hope St. 
Clark the Florist 
Coffee Exchange 
Cong . Beth Sholom, 275 Camp 
St . Defusco's Bakery+ Deli 
East Side Marketplace 
East Side Prescription 
EPOCH Blackstone Blvd. 
EPOCH East Side 
Farmstead (cheese shop) 
Fitness Together, 145 Elmgrove 
Gourmet Deli on the Square 
Highland Court 
Jewish Fam. Service (2nd fir, 

United Way) 
Judaic Traditions (Hope Street) 
Lasalle Bakery, 993 Smith Street 
Laurel mead 
Miriam Hospita l 
Miriam Hospital 

(outpatient bldg.) 
Palmieri Bakery (Federa l Hill) 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
Providence Pu blic Library 

(downtown) 
Rhodas / Juda ic traditions 
Rochambeau Library 
Spoons, 485 Angell Street 
Swan Liquor 
Tea luxe, 225 Thayer Street 
Temple Beth.El, 70 Orchard 

Avenue 
Temple Emanu-EI, Taft Avenue 
Tockwotton Home 
Vill iage Health 
729 Hope Street 
Seekonk 
Seekonk Liquors 
Wakefield: 
Wakefield Prescription 
Warwick: 
Barnes + Noble 
Coffee Grinder 
Food Challet, Post Road 
Shalom 1 & 2, 1 Shalom Drive 
Tamarisk, 3 Shalom Drive 
Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner 

Street 
Warvvick Pu blic Library 
West Warwick: 
Galaxy II 
Wickford: 
J. W. Graham 
Wickford Fl owers 

IT'S HERE! 

The Jewish Voice & Herald's 
NEW website 

www.jvhri.org 
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BY R ON KAMPEAS 

]TA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON OTA) -- It 
could all come down to what 
the meaning of"secret" is. 

Two former staffers of the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee who are facing 
charges that they traded in 
secrets now have on their side 
the two most recent arbiters of 
what is and isn't a U.S. secret. 

William Leonard, who led the 
Information Security Oversight 
Office until last year, and his 
predecessor, Steven Garfinkel, 
were listed March 14 on the 
docket of the U.S. Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia as 
among eight expert defense wit
nesses in the case against Steve 
Rosen, AIPAC's former foreign 
policy chi€f, and Keith Weiss
man, its former Iran analyst. 
. 'The Oversight Office, a 

·btanch of the National Archives, 
interprets the law and presiden
tial directives to determine what 
should remain cl~ssified and .; 
what should be made available to 
the public. 

The agreement of Garfinkel 
and Leonard to serve as experts 
for the defense sets up the trial 
as a precedent-setting fight over 
the limits of secrecy. 

The trial is currently scheduled 
to begin April 29, but is likely to 
be postponed for a sixth time. 

The crux of the charges 
against Rosen and Weissman 
is that they broke a long-dor
mant section of a 1917 statute 
that criminalized civilians who 
receive and disseminate classi
fied information. A prosecution 

Intel experts to testify for ex-AIPAC duo 
relying exclusively on the section 
of the statute is unprecedented. 

The heart of the 2005 
indictment is a sting opera
tion conducted a year earlier 
in which a government agent 
told the defendants that he had 
information that could prevent 
the imminent killing oflsraelis. 
Rosen and Weissman relayed 
the information - which turned 
out to be a fiction - to journalists 
and Israeli diplomats. 

Steven Aftergood, who 
runs the Federa-

In order to make the sting 
stick, prosecutors will detail a 
number of other meetings listed 
in the indictment in which 
Rosen and Weissman allegedly 
met with senior U.S. govern
ment officials and discussed 
the kind of information that 
Leonard and Garfinkel routinely 
reviewed. 

The two former classification 
czars are on the record with 
their view that the government 
over-classifies information, 

selectively and recognize that in 
today's environment, less secrecy 
and ·increased transparency can, 
at times, be more effective in 
denying adversaries the ability to 
harm our nation." 

Also listed as a defense 
expert is Carl Ford, the State 
Department's top intelligence 
official from 2001 to 2003. 
Ford's leadership coincides with 
much of the timeline cited in 
the indictment against Rosen 
and Weissman. He would have 

been privy to much of 
tion of American 
Scientists secrecy 
project, said that 
securing the men 
as witnesses is a 
major coup for the 
defense and a sign 
that th~ govern
ment's case is not 
going well . 

--------------------------the specific informa-

"It could be a 
turning point" in 

"Our nation's bureaucracies must tion they allegedly 
received. 

similarly use government secrecy more Ford also authored 

selectively and recognize that in today's 0e minority report 
m a pre-Iraq war 

environment, less secrecy and increased national intelligence 

transparency can at times be more ~stimate, cast- . 
' ' mg doubts on the 

effective in denying adversaries the insistence of other 

ability to harm our nation." intelligence agendes 
that Saddam Hus-

the trial, Aftergood sein had advanced in 
toldJTA. "It strikes W illiam Leonard his weapons of mass 
me as really sig- ________________________ destruction capabil-

nificant that these ity or that he had ties 
individuals who to the detriment oflegitimate with Al ~ida. His 
have been the voice of classifica- efforts to keep secrets secret. caveats were swept aside, but his 
tion authority will be appearing In a speech the same day views have since been vindi-
not for the prosecution but for that he appeared on the Rosen- ' cated. 
the defense. It's a sign of how far Weissman trial docket, Leonard The other five names on 
the government has strayed from likened the use of secrecy to the the expert witness list for the 
the ::msensus view." strategic use of military force in defense might in other contexts 

Another sign of difficulty for a counterinsurgency. be a lineup for a debate on the 
the governmen: was the recent "The more force you use, the pro-Israel lobby: Critics of 
departure of Kevin Di Gregory, less effective it can be," he said AIPAC appear side by side with 
the lead prosecutor in the case. at a conference on freedom of its allies. They include: 
Di Gregory left for private prac- information at the First Amend- • Morton Halperin, the State 
tice on March 3 - less than two ment Center. "Our nation's Department's top policy planner 
months before the trial is set to bureaucracies must similarly in the Clinton administration, 
start. use government secrecy more directs the Open Society Policy 

SUITE FRAN~,,µsE ·-
Temple Am David of Warwick 

AbGardi1.1er Street . 
Concert series pre·sented by"the 

Alliance Frarn;:aise de Providence 
Introduction to each concert with excerpts from the best

seller book Suite Franraise by Irene Nemirovsky. 

Saturday, March 22nd at 8:00 pm - Jazz, blues, and boogie
woogie with Philippe Lejeune and his group from France, opening 
act by guitarist Bertrand Laurence 
Music Mansion - 88 Meeting Street, Providence, RI 02906 

*********************************************** 
Saturday, March· 29th at 7 :30 pm - "Scaramouche and 
Company," music by Ravel, Milhaud, and Franck with Jacqueline 
Devillers (piano) Laurent Bonetto (piano) Minna A. Choi (violin) 
Hisako Hiratsuka (piano) 
Music Mansion - 88 Meeting Street, Providence, RI 02906 

*********************************************** 

Sunday, March 30th at 3:30 pm - ''Renaissance" the group 
"Make We Music" and the Chorale of the Alliance Fran9aise de 
Providence under the direction of Jacqueline Devillers will perform a 
medley of French Renaissa~ce music and songs. 
Museum of Work and Culture - 42 South Main Street, Woonsocket. RI 02895 

*********************************************** 
Admission to each concert: $ 10.00 for students and members of the 
Alliance Fran9aise de Providence, $15.00 for non-members. $20.00 at 
the door. Reservation at 401-272-6243. at afprovidence@cox.net, or 
on the website: www.frenchri.org 

' , .. . 
Warwick, R.I., 02888 

Passover 2nd Night Seder 
Hosted by Temple A m David's Spirit1tal Leader, 

Hauan Richard Perlman, 

Hauan Ivan Perlman and ,Mr. Pa1tl Finstein Esq. 

Sunday Night, April 20, 2008 - 6:00 pm 

Enjoy a Kosher catered traditional Passover meal 

with your choice of Chicken, or Salmon Primavera. 

A Seder Plate will be provided for each table, 

Catered by Accounting For Taste - (Deb Blazer) 

This is a community wide event, bring the whole family! 
$40.00 per adult - $25.00 per child (12 and under). 

C1tll for lnfornii.tlon for children under 4, 

Family tables available. For table reservations contact tire Temple office. 
40/-463-7944 

RSVP: by April 15th at 5:30 pm- Sealing is fimir,,,! 
Reservations cannot he accented after the 15th. J 

Center, funded by billionaire 
George Soros. Halperin was 
a key figure in a recent abor-
tive effort to set up an AIPAC 
alternative that would have 
advocated for a more dovish pro
Israel tilt in American foreign 
policy. 

• Edward Walker, who once 
headed the State Department's 
Near East Affairs desk and was 
also an ambassador to Israel, has 
called on Arabs to set up a coun
tervailing voice to AIPAC. 

• Samuel Lewis and Matthew 
Parris, former ambassadors to 
Israel and Turkey, respectively, 
are affiliated with the Wash
ington Institute for Near East 
Policy, a think tank launched by 
AIPAC backers. 

• Max Frankel, the former 
executive editor of 1he New York 
Times, who has written exten
sively about overclassification. 

A defense source said the 
witnesses agreed to appear 
without being paid. The point 
of the defense witnesses is not 
their opinion of AIPAC or 
Israel but of how information is 
disseminated, lawyers said. On 
that score, said Baruch Weiss, a 
lawyer for Weissman, "they're a 
pretty terrific bunch." 

"We have the disclosers, the 
disclosees and the monitors of 
the disclosers," Weiss said. "We 
have State Department folks 
who deal with the public, we 
have Max Frankel on the receiv
ing end," and Garfinkel and 
Leonard who were "entrusted 
with the responsibility and over
sight of the entire classification 
system." 

We love having 
you send us 

your 
Simchas 

Send Simchas to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org or mail: 

1 30 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906 



ISRAEL 

Africa: 
Tanzania 

Canada: 
Quebec City 

Caribbean 
Aruba 
Cruises 
Bonaire 
St. Thomas 

Eurasia 
Russia: Moscow 
Turkey: Istanbul 

-----------------------------a:wish Voice & Herald March 21, 2008 PAGE 35 

Europe: 

We Are Read Everywhere 

IN INDIA 
Lois Hopfenberg, a former 

Providence resident, and now of 
Boynton Beach, Fla., visited t he 
Taj Mahal on Feb. 9. She toured 

India and Nepal w ith friends. 

IN THAILAND 

Barbara Harris sent this 
photo of herself . left, 
w ith husband Seth Kurn , 
and their chi ldren, Jesse 
and Spencer Kurn . It 
was taken in Sukothai, 
Thailand in January. She 
notes, "The Voice Herald 
was found among the 
ancient Buddha statues. 
Clearly being read as a 
method to enlighten
ment! " 

We have now been to: 
Peru: Ch iclayo 

Austria : Vienna 
Croatia: Dubrovnik 
Czech Republic: Prague 
France: Paris 

Japan: Okinawa 
Nepal 
Taiwan 
Thailand: Bangkok, Sukotai 

Middle East 

United States: 

Alaska 

Germany 
Hungary: Budapest 
Iceland: Reykjavik 
Italy: Rome, Tuscany 
Poland: Warsaw 

Egypt: Luxor 
Israel: Tiberias, Jerusalem 
Jordan 

South America: 

Arizona: Scottsdale, Phoenix, 
The Grand Canyon 
Hawaii 
Washington: Mt. Rainier_ 
Florida: All over 

Far East 
China: Beijing, The Great Wall 
India: Taj Mahal 

Argentina: Buenos Aires 
Brazil 
Colombia: Bogota, 

California: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Berkeley, Tiburon 

___ y_e/{tui,sA c;£,ituinq in Rhode Island 
, The Guide w ill b e mailed to ever y know n Jewish h o u sehold i n Rho d e I s la nd and 

Southeas t e rn M assachusetts in o u r Jun ~ M~ue' bll The Jewish Vo ice & H e ra ld , 
publi s h e r of this informa tive1h0.ndbook. 

1111"111111111'11111 

Rates: 
Back Cover - gl ossy s tock, 4-colo r 
In s ide fro nt o r back cover, 4-colo r 
Full p age 4-color g lossy (if ava il ab le) 
Fu ll page s oot co lo r 
Fu ll p age b lack/ white 
H alf page with fu ll co lor 
H alf p age wit h spot co lo r 
H al f page bl ac k/ w h ite - verti ca l o r horizontal 

Open Rates: $10.00 per column in,·h 

1,475.00 
1,325.00 

950.00 
725.00 
670.00 
475.00 
410.00 

:.oo.oo t ••.•• 

Specia l Rates: $15.00 per column inch for full-year advertisers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertions). 

Colo,-: 
Fu/J Color: Add $150 

Spot Color: Add SII 0 

Mecl1:111jc.1l lnformaLion: 

i column width 2" 3 i:olumn width 6" 
2 column width r Full Page 7" x 10" 

• • • • • APRIL 1, 2008 
Date of publication - June 27, 2008 

TH E newspaper 
invites readers to 

take along a copy of The 
Voice & Herald on their 
next tr ip and send us a 
photo. 

Photos can be emailed 
to voiceherald@jfri.org, 
with "We Are Read 
Everywhere" in t he 
subject line. Or, send to 
J V&H at 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, R.I., 
02906. 

Don't be left out 
of listings 

THE 2008 Guide to 
Jewish Living, pub

lished annually by The 
Jewish Voice & Herald will 
appear in the June 27'" issue 
of the newspaper. Think of it 
as The Jewish Yellow Pages 
for greater Rhode Island and 
southeastern Massachusetts. 

The guide includes all you 
need to know about Jewish 
organizations, and their con
tact information. 

If you haven 't been listed 
in the past, now is the time 
to send information and 
updates for inclusion -
please email to voicehera ld@ 
jfri.org and put Jewish guide 
in the subject line by Apri l 1. 

Include name of 
organization, address, phone 
number, contact person, and 
brief capsule of information. 

If you have any quest ions, 
call 421-4111 , ext. 204 or 168. 

Call Frank Zasloff at 401-421-4111, ext. 160 or Barbara Reffkin at 401-421-41 11, ext.162 to reserve your ad space today. 
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Jewish Community Calendar 

Washington 15 From Page 17 

The Prize is Right 
Auction sponsored by the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School . 

WHEN: 6 p.m. 

WHERE: Downtown Providen ce 
Marriott Hotel, 1 Drms St., 
Providence 

MORE INFO: 331-5327, ext. 17 

Annual Intergenerational Tea 
Sinai Sisterhood gathering for 
mothers, daughters, grandmoth
ers, aunts, nieces, sisters and 
friends. 

WHEN: 2:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, Cranston 

COST: $5 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

Torat Visrael's Passover at 
Clayground 
Paint pottery for your Passover 
table or to donate to local senior 
seder programs 

WHERE: 5600 Post Road, East 
Greenwich 

WHEN: 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

COST: Participants pay for items 
painted . 

MORE INFO: Advanced registra
tion suggested. Call Stephanie 

at Torat Yisrael 785-1800 

Story time at Temple Ema nu-El 
Children up to 5 years will be read
ing 5 Little Gefiltes. Snacks 

WHERE: JCDS Pre-K room, en
trance on Taft Ave 

\ WHEN: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Nancy Bloch (508) 
222-3427 or emia l jblk33@ 
verizon.net 

y 

April 2 

Cranston Senior Guild meeting 
"Showtime" with musician Norma 
Wolfe. Raffle and refreshments 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
- Park Ave., Cranston 

WH EN 1 PM 

Skin Care for All Ages 

RI Hadassah will sponsor a talk on 
everything you always wanted to 
know about cosmetic dermatology. 
Dr. Marla Angermeir will be the 
speaker. 

WHEN:7 p.m. 

WHERE: Greenwich Farms, 75 
Minnesota Ave ., Warwick 

MORE INFO: 463-3636, or e-mail 
rhodeislandchapter@hadas-

sah.org RSVP by March 24. 

Ask the Rabbi 

Jonathan Beck of Providence 
Community Killel will talk about a 
mystical approach to Passover. 

WHEN: 11 a.m. - noon 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 

Ave., Providence 

y 

April 4 

Shabbat for Young Families 

Kid-friendly Shabbat dinner, inter
active service 

WHEN: 5:45 P.M. 

WHERE: Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave., Cranston 

COST: $10/family 

MORE INFO: 85-1800. 

ARSON: Three youths arrested in 
attempted arson at synagogue 
From Page 10 

were hate crimes or moti
vated by anti-Semitism. 

The building, which was 
listed on the National Reg
ister of Historic Places in 
1988, was originally built by 
Temple Beth-El in 1910-11 
and is the last remnant of a 
once bustling Jewish com
munity in South Providence. 

As 1he Voice & Herald went 
to press, there had been no 
determination by the Provi
dence police whether or not 
this incident was related to 
the attempted firebombing 

In June of2006 its Torahs 
and hi story found a new home 
at Congregation Beth Sholom, 
on Camp Street in Providence. 
The few remaining members 

of Shaare Tzedek removed 
ceremonial objects and records 
from the synagogue and drove 
them to the Jewish Com
munity Center in Providence. 
From there, they joined com
munity members in a joyous 
parade to Beth Sholom; 

Beth Sholom also gained 
the five Torah scrolls and 
added Shaare's list of yahrzeit 
remembrances to its ca re. 

The Beth Sholom Board 
donated one of the Torahs to a 
decimated synagogue in New 
Orleans in the wake of Hur
ricane Katrina, another to a 
congregation in Peabody, Mass ., 
and mahogany pews along with 
religious artwork to the South 
County Jewish Collaborative. 

DAY 
April 5 

Am David Tot Shabbat 

Singing, dancing, prayers and sto
rytelling featuring the P J Library. 
Open to all children up to age 

seven with a parent/caregiver. 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: www.templeamda
vid.org 463-7944 

I: 

E. DA\ 
April 9 

THE RHODE ISLAND CONTINGENt attending Washington 15 
included Amy Rovin, Jennifer Oelbaum, Michael Oelbaum, 
Susan Gertsacov, Marc Gertsacov, Jacob Brier, Shira Garber 
Strosberg, Michael Goldstein, Bonnie Steinberg Jennis, and 
Noah Jennis. 

Voices of the Unheard Child 
Elizabeth Burke Bryant, head of RI 
Kids Count, will talk about how to 
become more effective advocates 
for children. Sponsored by the RI 
section of NCJW 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elm grove Ave. 

COST: Free, but people are asked 
to bring new or gently used 
books to donate to Reach Out 
and Read 

MORE INFO: Laura Oliven Silber
farb; 401-996-9964; loliven@ 
visi.com 

ON THE LAST DAY of the conference, a number of Rhode 
Islanders went to Capital Hill to meet with U.S. Rep. Patrick 
Kennedy. 

June 23 - August 29 

10 weeks of camp 

Ages 2 - 16 

CIT program for 12+ 

Over 20 specialty camps 

Great staff-to-camper ratio 

go online 

www.jccri.org 
to browse programs 
and download a 
registration form 

call 

401.861.8800 
to sign up over the 
phone or request a 
camp catalog 

J* CC 401 e'mc,o, ea,., 
,_. ,.,_ oro\ ,Jenee r• 029J3 

summ r 
2008 



REAL ESTATE & HO:ME IMPROVE:MENT 
.1-1 special supplement of The Jewish roice & Herald 

14 Adar II 5768 Vol. VI - Issue V www.jvhri.org March 21, 2008 

Assessing the real estate market in a troubled economy 
Instead of location, 
location, location, 

it's price, price, price 
BY RICHARD A SINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

W ITH all the 
worrisome 
headlines 
- "The troubled 

economy," "Credit crunch 
web ensnares everyone" - The 
Voice & Herald talked with a 
number of real estate agents 
to attempt to get an accurate 
assessment .of the current real 
estate market in Rhode Island. 

The general consensus is that 
the market is cyclical, driven by 
the laws of supply and demand, 
and not to believe everyth ing 
- both good and bad - that 
you read in the newspaper. 

"Everything in real estate 
is cyclical," said Elise Pansey, 
an agent with Butterman and 

-

See PRICE, Page 11 
Photo by Andrea Hansen 

THE VALUE OF A HOME in the current market will increase with attention to neatness and presentation, many real estate professionals say. 

Trees: A valuable resource that will last for generations 

ARBORIST DAVID SCHWARTZ (inset) has spent a lifetime tending to trees. He is also an avid nature 
photographer. Above, are two of his photos, moon maple leaves emerging and rhododendron 
catawbiense flowering in springtime, which he sells on blank notecards. 

An arborist and 
avid tree-climber 
shares his insights 

BYMARY KORR 

mkorr@jfri.org 

C RANSTC>N - David 
Schwartz didn't spend a lot of 
time climbing trees in South 
Providence as a boy but today 
it's his favori te pastime. "Tree 
climbing is add ictive," says 

a question, he'd say, 'let's go.' 
We would get in h is old, rickety 
truck and he would teach me 
'the real way."' 

Today, almost 40 years later, 
Schwartz teaches others what 
Savella taught him - and more. 
H e has studied arboriculture 
for more than a decade, and is a 
member of the American Soci
ety of Consulting Arborists, 
which has stringent member
ship requirements based on 
technical education and experi

the Coventry -------------
ence. 

Schwartz 
teaches at the 
University of 
Rhode Island 
and lectures 
extensively 

resident, a 
licensed arbor
ist and owner 
of Schwartz 
Tree C are and 
Landscaping 
in Cranston . 
"When you 
are climbing 
trees you are 
separated from 

"Trees live longer 
than we do; we must 

take care of them 
to pass on to the 
next generation." 

David Schwartz 

to various 
organizations 
nationwide, 
as well as 

the world. -------------

to zoning 
boards and 
horticultural 

There's no sense of time. 
You're completely engaged." 

Schwartz's first arboreal 
apprenticeship was with the late 
L eonard Savella of the "old" 
Bald H ill N ursery in South 
County. "W e worked on a lot 
of the old properties in the 
state," he recalls. "When I had 

foundations, while maintaining 
his business, which he opened 
in 1984. 

There are pruning and 
cultural practices that are "the 
good, the bad, and the ugly" 
- and most of what he sees is 
the latter; he decries a lack of 

See TREES, Page 2 
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TREES: A natural gift of beauty that keeps on giving 
From Page 1 

standards of practice in Rhode 
Island. 

"There's an epidemic of over 
mulching," he says. H e tells of 
a flowering plum tree that was 
dying from the top down. There 
was so much mulch packed 
around it, the tree was suffo
cating. The homeowner com
pounded the problem by setting 
up a sprinkler system, which 
turned the clay soil into muck, 
further contributing to the tree's 
demise. 

"It is important to 
match plantings in 

their mature form to 
the landscape." 

A handout he humorously 
gives to students is called "Dr. 
Tree-vorkian's tips for killing 
trees": 

• Over mulch; after all, if two 
to three inches is good, then six 
to eight must be better. 

• Plant the wrong plant in the 
wrong place. Forget what you 
learned about analyzing a site, 
then matching the plant to it. 

• Plant "pestiferous" trees. You 
like European white birch, and 
so do bronze birch borers. 

'Tm an old-time plant man
ager and landscaper," he says. 
H e views plantings within their 
natural framework, to achieve an 
overall landscape design that is 
''not contrived or sterile." 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

When he first visits a client's 
property, he evaluates its assets 
and liabilities, by now almost 
instinctively, and offers a course 

of action. He said it is impor
tant to match plantings in their 
mature form to the landscape, 
naturally selecting plants that \ 
will thrive in the type of soil 
that exists. Work can be done in ' 
phases. "Very few people have 
unlimited budgets for landscap
ing," he says. 

In addition to individual prop
erty, the company offers a gamut 

Home 
Buying 

or 
Refinancing 

Dan Silverman 
Vice President/ 

Mongage Consu ltant 

866.924. 11 55 

~ Equal Housing Lender 

Without 
the Hassle 

illBANKNEWPORC 
Fnl·used on wmr succ·,,s.,·.1 --

bankncwpor~ com 

Member FDIC 

A SUGAR MAPLE in its brilliant fall colors. 

of services, including expert 
witness and litigation, hazard 
tree assessments and surveys, 
insect and disease identification 
and management; tree, land
scape and nursery appraisals, 
tree management for arboreta, 
golf courses and nurseries and 
tree protection for construction 
projects 

Over the years, Schwartz says, 

there have been changes in the 
tree business. Safety standards 
have been put in place - work
ers wear protective glasses and 
ear plugs, the equipment is 
better, and the use of bucket 
trucks is commonplace -
although Schwartz says pruning 
a tree has to been done from the 
inside out, and not the reverse. 

At the same time, Mother 

Lease Today At The 903 
Now you can lease a terrific condo at The 903 Residences in 
downtown Providence. 

• Resort-style pool with Jacuzzi 
• State-of-the-art fitness center 

■ Gated parking & concierge services 

• Close to dining, shopping & entertainment 

Studios from $1100 
One-Bedrooms from $1375 
Two-Bedrooms from $1550 

Exit 22C from 1-95 in downtown Providence 

Leasing office: Mon - Sat 9-5, 401 -274-7575 

ASK ABOUT OUR " PREFERRED RESIDENT" LEASE·TO·OWN PROGRAM. 

....... -.. -... . - ··• • 0 4i 

We're read cover to cover! 

Nature seems more fi ckle to 
Schwartz. He said cycles are not 
what they used to be, but are 
more extreme. 

Schwartz views his work 
as a legacy. "Trees live longer 
than we do; we must take care 
of them to pass on to the next 
generation." 

Passover Issues 
April 4th and April 18th 

Call Frank Zasloff, 
401 -421-4111 , ext. 160, 
E-mail :fzaslofff@jfri .org 

or 

Babara Reffkin 
401 -421 -4111, ext. 162 

E-mail : breffkin@jfri .org 

To place your ads 
and greetings 
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Reinventing yourself at 75 as a real . estate agent 
Local businesswoman 
finds a niche working 

with her peer group 

BY SELMA STANZLER 

Special to Tqe Voice & Herald AT THE AGE OF 75, 
I re-entered the class
room, not realizing 
how intense the next 

nths would be for me. 
I enrolled as a student at the 

Rhode Island Realtors Offices 
to begin a twice a week course 
in real estate sales. 

I knew I wanted to work, 
but did not want a nine-to-five 
position. Although I had been 
volunteering as a tutor at the 
Barrington Middle School, I 
did not want a teaching posi
tion. 

In an "aha" moment, I said 
to myself, "Let me go into real 
estate. I love people, I am cre
ative, I know the region well, 
and it will provide me with just 
what I am looking for." 
The first day of class, I noticed 
that I was probably the oldest 
person, including the instruc
tor, a retired Marine officer, 
who ruled the classroom with 
an iron hand. 

There were about 50 students 
in the class; we met for three 
hours, twice a week. I decided 
to take an early afternoon 
class, because I knew that by 
nightfall my brain would not 
absorb all that was going to be 
presented. . 

We had a test during each 
session. Our work included 
mastering. Rhode Island real 
estate law, as well as com-

JEFFREY B. PINE, PC 
Attorneys at Law 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
A.:iornq Ct1tml 1993-1999 

Criminal Defense 
Perwnal Injury/Serious Aaidents 
Civil and Bmiaess Litigation 
Co,poool~ 

Attorneys 

JEFFREY 8. PINE 
HARRIS I(_ WEINER 
K EVIN J. PATRON I 

321 South Main Sm:«, Suite 302 
Providence, RI 02903 

Tel,401-351-8200 Fax, 401-351-9032 
E-m.aih jbp@pinelaw.rom 

www.pinelaw.com 
TiaRJ&JprheC<ut~•~inh9(1'1A 
c,IOCtdllw.Thtcwtdolsl'PlolrN«oriyatJ 
~•111pP911ar~ll..,llldorp-dct. 

plicated math formula 
charts and graphs. 

I worked furiously with 
my calculator. I would 
meet my two study bud
dies an hour before each 
class, prepping for that 
day's work. 

At home, I would pore 
over the three books 
that were supposed to 
help make everything 
more understandable. I 
took the sample tests at 
the back of the chapters 
and wrote copious notes 
on 3x5 cards to help me 
memorize the. data. 

I signed up for the 
extra courses on the dan
gers of lead paint, and a 
course on appraisal and 
assessments. I viewed 
preparations for the final 
test as "a no potential 
sales agent left behind 
merry-go-round." 

In order to keep 
your license, a buffet 
of course subjects are 
available and 18 cred
its must be completed 
by license renewal 
time. The courses 
range from ethics, 
ethnic awareness, fai~ 
housing laws·, mort
gages and financing, 
and one that par
ticularly interested me 
- "reverse mortgages, 
yesterday, today and 
tomorrow." 

WORKING WITH MY 

PEER GROUP 

I realized that 
among "my peer group, 
many were looking 
to downsize, to buy a 
condo, or to find an 
apartment. Reverse 
mortgages might be 
a product that suited 
their needs. Facing 

of the homeowner's (spouse) 
remains in the house. The bal
ance of the loan is not due until 
the borrowers move, sell or 
die . All the parties of the title 
according to HUD must be 
counseled so that alternatives 
and complete explanations of 
the programs are understood, 
including fees. 

The payments are continued 
until the last homeowner/ bor
rower permanently leaves the 
home. Payments continue even 
if they exceed the value of the 
loan . No payment is required 
in excess of the original loan 
agreemen_t 

There are various plans avail
able for the loan, lump sum or 
as a line of credit or monthly 
payments for life . 

Your home can still be left 
to your heirs; you can also sell 
it if other living arrangements 
become necessary and it is 
no longer possible for you to 
remain in the house. I was ready for the final 

exam. The test took place 
in a closely monitored 
room, and was given on 
individual computers. 

SELMA STANZLER has created a new career for a future perhaps 9f 
fixed incomes, a loss 

Some people use the reverse 
mortgage to purchase a condo 
in Florida; others may use it to 
pay their real estate taxes, go 
on vacations, buy a new car or 
provide for home health care or 
assist in the cost of educating 
their grandchildren. 

All math computations were 
confiscated when you left the 
room, and you 

herself at 75 - selling real estate. 

real estate business has now 
been completely re-written. All 
old forms, contracts are to be 

of income, illness as 
well as the specter of 

home repair, escalating real 
estate taxes , and the loss of the 

knew instantly if 
you had passed. 

I must say the 
section on Rhode 
Island real estate 
law was the most 
complicated 
and daunting. 

"Among my peer group, many are 
looking to downsize, to buy a condo, 

or to find an apartment. Reverse 
mortgages might be a product that 

suits their needs." 

physical abilities to 
maintain the home, 
looking at viable 
options becomes a 
necessity. 

Before taking out 
a reverse mort
gage, you should 
consult with your 
family, attorney and 

This is something to be 
explored as an option for those 
who wish to remain in the 
family domicile for as long as 
possible. A word of caution 
- there are scam artists who 
prey on the older population. 

It is written in 
"legalese," and 
therefore it was 
almost incomprehensible. 
Ironically, an entire new set of 
by-laws as to how to conduct 

thrown out, and the new man
datory forms will be available 
on May 1. 

.. Comfort Secure" 
PRECISION TUNE-UP 

• Reduce fuel costs! • Save $$$$$! 

• Keep your system at its highest efficiency! 

• Stop/Prevent costly breakdowns and problems! 

• Guarantee your family's comfort! 

All COOLING AND HEATING SYSTEMS 
Clll TODAY! 

REGAN 
HEATING AND 
AIR CONDITIONING~ 

"Your Comfort Is Our Business" 
• SERVICE • INSTALLAT ION • REPAIRS 

235 Georgia Avenue 
Providence. RI 02905 
401-461-8100 
Fax 401 - 461-7910 
www.reganhvac.com 

accountants. 
Designed by 

HUD and insured 
by FHA, the payments are 
continued fo~ as long as one 

Selma Stanzler can be reached 
at 433-0558, or by email at 
stanzsel@aol.com. 

Daniele DiChristopher 
401-61 7-5031 

Serving Buyers and Sellers 
in Rhode Island & Massachusetts 

1 on Smith Street 
Providence, RI 02908 
Office:401 -272-2100 
FAX: 401-351-9427 

[13 Mis !El 
Brian Marvelle 

401 -301 -2261 

www.DDichristopher.com • www.BrienMarvelle.com 
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RENOVATIONS 

ADDITIONS NEW HOMES 

PORCHES :+: DECKS :+: KITCHE!\S :+: BATHS 
:+: !WILT-INS :+: 

ELISE PENN PANSEV 
The Pet Friendly Realtor 

DEDICATION ... 
.. . is a word that is both used and abused these days. But I want 
you to know that I really am dedicated to my 'customers and to my 
profession. If a real estate transaction is in your future, let's talk. 
Then you can decide for yourself if you really believe that I am ... 

DEDICATED .. . 

to serving YOU! Call me today! 

()rdut; . 
~21 

---- I a 
Butterman & Kryston, Inc. 

749 East Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI 

@ Blackstone Blvd. 

ELISE PENN PANSEY 
The Pet Friendly Realtor 

401 .455.1625 
www.elisepennpansey.com 

401.521.9490 x22 

,. .,. ' .,. 'I. -

When housing market slows, 
renovations grow 

Rather than buying _.,_..,. 
homes, owners are 
opting to remodel 

Bv NANCY KIRSCH 
Special to the Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - Provi
dence's historic and old proper
ties offer rich opportunities 
for high-end renovations for 
Dogwood Custom Builders, 
a five-year-old construction 
company owned by Peter Hunt. 

The company originally built 
and sold houses on spec (with no 
pre-determined buyer) at prices 
ranging from S250,000 for 
condos to S800,000 for single
family home~, predominantly 
on Providence's East Side. 

Now, however, with a market 
downturn, more customers 
are opting for major renova
tions and remodeling projects, 
rather than buying new homes. 

"The phone rings a lot 
less often these days. It's a 
good news, bad news situ
ation," said Hunt. 

"In good times, many people 
who aren't necessarily serious 
about home renovations will 

Photo by Nancy Kirsch 

PETER HUNT, owner of Dogwood Custom Builders, 
works on home plans. 

the end. Insulation, too, is a 
huge benefit to so many classical 
and breezy homes. "Doing these 
kinds of things - window and 
door replacement and insula-

older systems and appliances 
can be significantly less efficient 
to operate, Hunt said. Choos
ing new building products that 
offer a 'green perspective' can be 

call just to get a free quote. 
These days, the people who 
do call tend to be very seri
ous, and they want to get 
something started in ~ one
to six-month time frame." 

difficult. Even the highly 
touted 'green products' such 
as bamboo flooring may be 

"With a market downturn, questionable. Although the 

more customers are opting 
for major renovations 

and remodeling projects." 

natural resource - bamboo 
grass is a renewable resource, 
the manufacturing pro-
cess and shipping influ-
ence the environment. QUALITY WINDOWS 

AND DOORS 

"Customers look for 
leadership from the profes
sionals they tum to, whether 
it's how to create a 'green home' 
or basic renovation advice," 
Hunt said. "When we talk about 
options, some.of the tried and 
true, conventional approaches 
stay in· the budget - high quality 
windows and doors, for exam
ple." 

Doors and windows are the 
biggest infiltrators of cold air 
into a home, he explained, and 
'replacing them will pay off in 

Peter Hunt 

tion - is one part environmental 
altruism and one part cost-sav
ings," Hunt said. "Even if our 
customers don't want the high
end insulation produ_cts that are 
two to three times as expensive 
as conventional fiberglass, 
they still want good quality." 

While many customers want 
to preserve original materials, 
in the name of conservation, 
they quickly realize that the 

THE LARGEST BATH SHOWROOM IN RHODE ISLAND 

~ 0,,'J!l'j,_!fq':f 
1 Freew;,ori:;, Cranston 

401.467.0200 
www.bathsplashshowroom.com 

M-F8am- 5pm,Wed 'till9pm,Sal 8am- -4pm 
OJ her ConYCniem Locali<ms 

147WA5MING10H S1.,PlAINvtU.£.MAAND 195 Boo.\OWAY,fALL RIVER,MA 

Referring to the entire 
building industry, Hunt 
said, "Building materials 
of all sorts are made much 

more efficiently, and with a 
mind toward their environ- · 
mental impact. There's little left 
on the shop floor that's not put 
to good use. Companies can't 
afford to be wasteful, and that's 
good for the environment." 

GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS 

None of Dogwood's cus
tomers has opted for the more 

See RENOVATIONS, Page 5 

We love 

having 

you send 

Send Simchas to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org or mail: 

130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906 

1,: 
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NEWLY RENOVATED LIBRARY is an inviting place to relax in this home. 

RENOVATIONS: The ins and outs of home 
construction projects from an expert 

From Previous Page 

esoteric 'green approaches' such as using 
geothermal energy or rooftop gardens to 
help heat and cool thei r homes, though 
one customer is considering geother-
mal energy. While expensive to install, 
geothermal systems practically run 
themselves, once in place. It's one of the 
most efficient heating and cooling systems 
once you get past the initial outlay, he 
added . "Whether due to personal prefer
ences, city codes, zoning bylaws or the 
classic NIMBY (Not in My Backyard) 
syndrome, we're just not seeing some of 
these cutting-edge energy-saving options." 

Hunt, a 1989 graduate of Babson 
College, explained that his 15 years of 
experience with process improvement 
systems translates well to his construction 
company work. "It is all in the planning 
and preparation. We strive to make the 
home renovation process as streamlined 
and pleasant as possible," he said. "It's 
always stressful to have strangers in your 
home and we want to make sure that our 
work is done efficiently and effectively." 

Nancy Kirsch, a freelance writer 
and communications consultant, 
lives in Providence. She can be 
reached at nkirsch@cox.net 

Considering a home renovation? 
Peter Hunt offers advice 

Interview a few people and 
spend some time with them. 

You want to be comfortable with 
the people who are going to be 
in your home for several weeks 
or months. There are few other 
business transactions that are 
as personal as a home renova
tion. Think about it - how 
many people have access to your 
home, interact with your pets/ 
kids, and greet you each day as 
you're finishing your breakfast? 
Your contractor may be in your 
home more than anyone else 
ever has been. Make sure you 
like these people, and that you 
trust they will be respectful of 

DECK AND PATIO AREAS have become major 
areas of renovations as homeowners spend 
more time in gardens and yards . 

your home and your personal space. 

Document the scope of work to 
be done. Will the hardware be 

brass or brushed nickel? Will the 
shelves be adjustable or fixed? Will 
the contractor provide a Port-o-John 
for his crew? While customers should 
know this level of detail, they also need 
to understand and allow for changes 
that will arise, from the unforeseen 
surprise, the inspector mandate, or 
their own change of heart. The more 
you seek to minimize these changes, 
the more detailed your scope of work 

should be. If your scope of work is the 
back of a napkin, brace yourself for 
constant change and disagreement! 

Don't necessarily go with the 
lowest bidder. If you've done your 

homework, checked references and 
believe the contractor you want to do 
business with is charging a fair price, 
go for it. A contractor with a dra
matically lower price probably doesn't 
understand his true operating costs, 
and will likely be in financial trouble 
before too long. Financial trouble can 
bring out the worst in people, which 
brings us back to the first point! 

WELCOME TO GRAC 
ON THE WATERFRONT 

Enjoy marinas, yacht clubs and moorings 

1180 Narragansett Blvd .. Edgewood. RI 

Minutes liom downtown Provrdence 
anct T F Green Airport 

For an exclusive viewing of these spectacular new residences, plea~e c:1II: 

Dee Southerland. Sales Executive 40 I -781 8100 • email dee,<1,belpn1ps com 

WWW.ROSf.OALELANDING.COM 

llroker l'.11 t1rrp.11ion 

-
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Design trends: colorful kitchens, more countertop choices 
BY MARYLYN G RAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org 

THE KITCHEN is 
often called the heart 
of the home, the place 

where the fami ly and guests 
love to assemble and shmooz 
besides cooking and eating. 
It used to be just plain-Jane 
but is becoming more glamor
ous and inviting. People are 
remodeling and redecorating 
this once utilitarian space to 
complement the home's decor. 

Michelle Parenteau of 
Michelle Lee Designs says 
the clients often come to 
her first to talk about design 
before settling on a con
tractor. She may take the)TI 
around to showrooms and/or 
present them with samples, 

pictures and books. Some
times they arrive with pictures 
and ideas of their own. 

The choices in designing a 
new kitchen rnnge from floor
ing to cabinets, countertops, 
lighting, window treatments 
and back splashes. Parenteau 
says that more color is "in," 
even in granite countertops. 
There are new materials besides 
granite, engineered quartz and 
solid surface. Polished concrete 
is installed and finished in 
place. Tile makes creative back 
splashes, especially glowing 
glass tiles. Cabinets come in 
many finishes, from natural 
maple to deep mahogany, with 
cherry becoming a favorite. 
There are also many painted 
colors. H ardwood seems to be 

the flooring of choice. Stain
less steel is the "now" look 
for appliances . Lighting can 
be elegant with a chandelier, 
colorful pendants or recessed. 

The cost of a wonderful 
new kitchen can easily be 
upwards ofS20,000 - $30,000, 
depending on materials and 
the amount of reconstruction, 
such as opening the kitchen 
to living or fam ily areas. 

Parenteau notes that the 
previously overlooked bath
rooms are being glamorized. 
Even the usual New England 
tiny space can be made to look 
like a mini-spa with ti le, stone, 
elegant fixtures and cabine-
try combi ned with lighting. 

See DESIGN. Facing Page 

Of all the decisions you make today, 
few could make you feel this comfortable. 

The East Side's most luxurious 
ne•• address is undoubtedly 
77 Sout/, Angell. 

Rising just outside of Wayland 
Square, these ek,·en distillctfre 
condominium residences art 
redefining East Side li>ing. 

This elegant, sophisticated design 
featum ont /ml /i,ing. outdoor 
terraces and balconies, top quality 
construction, state-of-the-art 
amenities and an underground 
heated garage, solid reasons to makt 
77 South Angell your new home. 

Expansivt living and dining 
spaus as gracious as your home are 
ro111bintd •·ith tftgant choices of 
finishes and appoinl•tnts. 

The kitchm hm bttn 

thoughtfully designed with all of tht 
right ingredients for those who fort to 
cook or entertain. 

Master suiles art actually spacio,u 
privatt fHrltrs with abundant his and 

htrs ,raft-in c/osm ,n en sllitt Ht/, 

with dial sinks, 6/t or none floors and 
showtr. 

Rtsidtnco THft ilf Jiu fro• l,5H-
2.IOO Sf alfi •rt prirti fro• Si;l,OH. 

7? SOUTH ANGEJLJL 
"'1 ARMORY 
l{i:J PROPERTIES 

Plca5e call Mcredylh Church at 401 .529.4940 for an appointment. • Sales office at 184 Wayland A,cnue • 77soutbangcllcom 

Custom finishes are ai•aifable for a limited time during our comtruction phase! 

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, above, are utilitarian and decorative. A 
farmhouse sink adds another working space to a kitchen. 

WOOD CABINETS, left, are a top choice today, as these panels 
show. This year the trend seems to be the traditional mahogany and 
cherry. 

Kitchens & More, LLC • 

Cherry Sale 
Save 10% off Cherry Cabinets 

from March 3 thru May 2. 
only available in Bertch custom & Legacy lines. 

FREE 
In Home 
Consultation 

FREE 
Delivery 

Installation 
Available 
6 month interest free 
financing available 

credit cards accepted 

Kitchen & Bath 
Cabinets • Corian, 

Granite, & Laminate Tops 
Available 

LL..: 

Open Monday
Friday 9-5 • 
Evenings By 

Appointment • 
Saturtlays 9-3 

Sm,th~eld Avenue • F'.:iwtuckct. RI 
401-728-9550 or 508-l t>i-7,7,:'.,7 

www.kitchensandmoreonline.com 

Please, don't forget to share your 
simcha with 

The Voice & Herald 
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M arilyn Kagan, propri
etor of MK Designs, works 
with a sharp eye towards 
saving the earth as well as 
beautifying the home. A 
committed environmental
ist, she cautions against 
plastic products as most 
plastics contain petroleum. 
Kagan consults on use of 
non-toxic materials and 
water and electricity-saving 
devices. She is enthusiastic 
about a new non-toxic paint. 

When called in by a 
client, Kagan first goes to 
the home and interviews 
them to ascertain lifestyle 
and how the kitchen will 
be used. (Some kitchens 
are for cooking and some 
are there to be admired.) 

ELEGANT BATHROOM in biscuit and ivory tones and gracefully arched curves 

take measurements. H e says 
it's important for a prospective 
client to make an appointment 
so he can give them his full 
attention. Although he concen

featuring thicker shelvi ng, 
tongue-and-groove drawers and 
much more to choose from in 
styles and fi nishes. H e especially 
likes the new glazed fin ishes 

the design may have to work 
around previous installations. 

THE BATHROOM GOES 
TO THE BALL 

Today's bath is no Cinderella. 

She wi ll take measurements 
and photos and recommend 
layout. Kagan says that people 
like the cabinets to have the 
look of fine furniture. Match
ing panels for the fronts of the 
appliances add much to the 
appearance of the kitchen. 

trates on cabinets 
and counters, he 
has long-term 
relationships 

----------------------- Your new home spa 

With her environmental 
concerns, she is careful to make 
sure that recycling bins are 
included in every kitchen. 

with designers 
and installers 

"Previously overlooked bathrooms are 
being glamorized. Even the usual New 

England tiny space can be made to look 

may only be 5 by 8 
feet, bur it can be 
beautiful, and if you 
have the space (and 
the wallet), your 
choices are pretty 
much unli mited. 
Robinson Supply/ 

At Kitchens and More, pro
prietor Nick Ferrante displays 
cabinets, countertops and 
accessories in his Pawtucket 
showroom. He also goes out to 
the house to view the space and 

and can recom
mend them to the 
client, who will 
work indepen-
dently with them. 

Ferrante says that current 
cabinetry is much improved, 

LOPCO"'~ 
CONTRACTING 

www.LOPCOCONTRACTING.com 
"Professional, Personable, Particular Painters" 

• Fully insured, full two-year warranty, 

full reference list available, 

FREE ESTIMATES 

RIRegislralion#21331+MRegis1raliorl#145887 

/WE GLADLY ACCEPT:'\ 

l. I VISA I 10 -· I J , ......... __________________ ,, 

(401) 270-2664 
OR TOLL-FREE (866)86-LOPCO (56726) 

email info@lopcocontracting.com 
www.LOPCOcontracting.com 

IT'S HERE! 

like a mini-spa." 

and molding trims. Bathrooms, 
he says, are a special challenge 
as demolition can be time
consuming and expensive, and 

REGENCY 
PLAZA 

Bath Splash, in Cranston and 
other locales, carries an amaz
ing array of designs in fix tures . 
Stanley Mickelson, propri-

Isn't it time you settled for more? 

Commercial space also available. 

eror, says that his staff is 
trained to help the clients 
make informed choices. 

Sinks are made of glass, 
metal, vitreous china, 
and can be molded in one 
piece with its countertop 
fro m Corian. China sinks 
are often hand pa inted 
with gracefu l or stri k-
ing designs and glass 
or metal may be artisti
cally etched. Background 
colors are white or biscuit 
although glass sinks may 
be any color and are often 
designed to "float" atop a 
counter. Countertops may 
be gran ite, marble, quartz 
or solid su rface. Pedestal 
sinks are still popular, 
especially in powder 
rooms or small baths. 

Air rubs are new, 
says Mickelson, requir

ing less maintenance to 
keep them germ-free. 

Tub and shower surrounds 
are an improved acrylic, and 
can come in one to th ree 
pieces for custom installa
tion. Although they don't sell 
tile, Mickelson says that the 
choices there are wonderful. 

Bath Splash customers gener
ally have their own contractor 
and designer for installation. 

These:two rooms will 
give the best return in value 
fo r their cost of any home 
improvement, say realtors, 
plus long-term enjoyment. 

The Jewish Voice & Herald's NEW website 
www.jvhri.org 

Providence · s Premier Address for Fine Apartment Home Living 

(401) 861-0400 ¼ww.regencyplaza.com 
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When you plan a perennial flowerbed, visualize fireworks in slow motion 
Gardens may add 

value to your home, 
but they always add 

value to your life 
BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

IAM NOW an avid gar
dener, but that was not 
always the case. As a writer 

and editor who spends much of 
my waking hours inside my own 
head, at the computer terminal, 
I have found that gardening 
- hands sunk into the earth, on 
my knees, engaged in mun
dane tasks such as weeding and 
watering - is a wonderful way 
to achieve the sense of a peaceful 
mind, centering one's life and 
achieving a sense of balance 

I was not very good when Photos courtesy of Richard Asinof 

for the next "crop" of compost. 
Soil preparation is everything; I 
follow standard organic tech
niques. For organic fertilizer, 
there is a brand, Neptune's Har
vest, made from fish oil, which 
I like very much. I also like the 
Coast of Maine products to 
dress the soil once a month. 

My perennial gardens are 
experiments in color. I follow no 
prescribed pattern, other than 
to imagine the slow-motion 
eruption and then retreat of 
fireworks, from spring to fall. 

In the front yard , spring 
begins borders and outlines 

I began ga rdening. A friend, 
observing the tiny green toma
toes on the window sills in my 
kitchen, rescued from an early 
September frost, observed: 

RICHARD ASINOF says he finds gardening a way to achieve a sense of balance in one's life. 

- yellow forsyth ia (early April) 
next to the pink and white mag
nolia tree blossoms (late April) 
followed by a burst of aromatic 
purple lilac (early May). A pink 
dogwood and a flowering pear 
provide a delicate balance to the 
onrush of green in the sugar 
maple at the edge of my prop
erty. 

"Richard, you really should enter 
your tomatoes at the county fai r 
- in the bonsai category." 

If the world of cooking is 
divided into those who follow 
recipes and those who improvise 
according to taste and avail
able ingredients, I belong to the 
latter school. The same is true 
with gardening. I improvise, I 
change my mind, I make lots of 
mistakes. Call it the Thelonius 

Monk school of gardening. 
I also share with my neighbors 

- and I'm more than willing to 
take any plants they may want 
to get rid of and find them a 
new home. Lilies of the valley 
are now stretching their root 
systems under my dogwood; a 
large baby's breath adorns the 
back fence; in turn, day lilies, 
hostas, and butterfly weed have 
successfully "emigrated" to my 
neighbors. 

Once, there was a publish
ing house in Chicopee, Mass., 

called "Mulch," and they were 
planning to publish my book, 
The Lone Gringo's Cookbook, on 
Mexican food; however, they 
went out of business after a bulk 
mailing of more than 30,000 
pieces advertising a calendar 
was inadvertently "lost" by the 
post office, and I went back to 
work as a journalist. They had 
a poster, however, with a New 
England truism about garden
ing, with the advice: "Mulch 
before the first hard freeze." 

Indeed, it's still great advice. 

LANDSCAPING NEED NOT BE DULL. Your trees & shrubs need not resemble mushrooms and 
lollipops. Bring out the best in your property. Schwartz Tree Care offers natural tree and 

shrub management to portray a more natural look in your landscape. 

Natural Pruning • Insect & Disease Control • landscape Design & Construction 
'lvory 'Halo 

SCHWAR'IZ s 'JVO'RY 'li']l.£0 
C'Jli:'A 'T'JO'NS TREE C ARE 

L AND SC APING 

401-941-4440 
Located in Cranston - servina all of Rhode Island w .ivor halo.com 

The care of my perennial 
flowerbed begins in the fall, 
when raking leaves. Instead of 
raking them off my beds, I rake 
a goodly number onto the beds, 
creating a thick blanket ofleaves 
that will provide rich organic 
matter for the soil - and 
insulation from the uneven New 
England weather. 

SOIL PREPARATION 

In early spring, 1 rake again, 
and remove the leaves to a 
compost bin, an excellent starter 

Most of my garden beds have 
different varieties of daffodils 
(April) followed by tulips, 
although it is a constant battle 
to keep the squirrels from either 
digging up the tulip bulbs or 
lopping off the blossoms. The 
only thing that seems to work is 
cayenne pepper applied liberally 
at the base of the tulips. My dog, 
Scamp, had been an expert at 
chasing squirrels from the flow
erbeds; he never catches them, 
but he never tires of the chase. 

See PERENNIAL, Facing Page 

Brier & Brier 
Personal Service .. . Insurance Professionals 

One Richmond Square 
Providence• Rhode Island• 02906 
401-751-2990 

Visit our updated website 

www.brier-brier.com. 

Business 
Life· Home 

Long Term Care 
Automobile 

Workers' Comp 



' 
REAL ESTATE & HOME IMPROVEMENT ________________ Jewish Voice & Herald March 21, 2008 PAGE 9 

PERENNIAL: gardens serve as an improvisational color palette 
From Previous Page 

In the garden beds closest to 
the "front of my house, the late 
spring begins with Montana 
blues, a hardy and spreading 
plant with bright, almost irides
cent purple flowers. In between 
are dozens of Oriental poppies, 
bright orange or soft pink. These 
crescendo the last w.eek of May, 
slowly giving way to the red and 
pink peonies in early June and 
rhododendron, quickly followed 
by red, orange and yellow lilies. 
In July and August, Russian sage 
shares the stage. For my son's 
bar mitzvah, I used flowers from 
my garden for the table center
pieces. 

In another, heart-shaped 
bed, the design is built around 

to climb their stalks. 
Another year, I added 
the bright ora·nge 
California poppies 
and red dahlias, and 
nasturtiums. 

BEE BALM 

I have had great 
luck with hydrangeas. 
Two varieties, one 
sky blue, the other 
dark red, anchor 
another peren-
nial bed. (I wait to 
deadhead the old 
blossoms until spring; 
when I prune them, 

The latter are in a 
small raised bed with 
asparagus. I also 
have two arbors with 
grapes - one Concord, 
and one Niagara. 
Last year, the Niagara 
grapes were so plenti
ful I ended up giving 
away large quantities 
for Rosh Hashanah, 
and making grape 
juice as a daily drink. 
The raccoons, it turns 
out, were very partial 
to the Concords last 
year. In addition, 
I have apple, pear, 
and cherry trees, 
but because I refuse 
to spray them, they 
provide blossoms but 
little fruit. 

had the "unintended" result of 
wiping out milkweed, a plant 
that is symbiotic with monarch 
butterflies. (I scoured my town, 
looking for milkweed in "over
grown" fields that might serve 
as a source of seeds, but I was 
amazed that I couldn't find any. 
On line, I found a good source, 
Prairie Moon Nursery.) 

Last year, I added two rows 
of milkweed to go with the bee 
balm and the butterfly weed 
next to the compost bin. I was 
rewarded with increased activ
ity from both butterflies and 
humming birds. This year, I am 
planning to add a new section of 
milkweed. 

a neighbor's discard - a large, 
ever spreading yellow coreopsis, 
surrounded by an unconven
tional palette of flowers. Lupines 
mingle with heather, asters 
neighbor columbine, dark purple 
gladiolas integrate patches of 
red and white sweet William, 
orange, red and yellow roses 
compete with white daisies and 
Russian sage. With a steady, 
constant yellow at the center, the 
border flowers bloom and decay 
in syncopation with the chang
ing seasons. I also have added 
four or five lavender plants to the 
mix. 

I take very little off 
the existing shoots.) 
In between are white 
and purple colum
bines (May), orange 
day lilies Qune), 
black-eyed Susans 
Ouly and August), 
pink gladiolas Quly) 
and pink, red and 
purple bee balm 
Quly, August, Sep
tember). 

BUDDY, OUR BLACK LAB, was often a frequent 
companion in the garden. He preferred digging 

rather than planting, the shade garden rath er than 
the raised beds. 

I have three other 
raised beds, for 
vegetables, tomatoes, 
sugar snaps, parsley, 
cucumbers and basil. 
I have rebuilt the beds 
twice, trying to over
come the ferocious 

One last thought. My flower 
gardens are not immaculate; 
they are not ordered and plot
ted. How much value do they 
add to my home? I don't know. 
What they do add value to is my 
own life. There is the pleasure 
of having fresh cut flowers 
throughout the spring, summer 
and fall. In the summer eve
nings, sitting out in the back
yard with my son, as we grill our 
dinner, there is a tremendous 
sense of being comfortable in 

Of course, I often cannot 
resist adding some extra spice of 
annuals to the mix. One year, 
I planted giant sunflowers and 
six varieties of morning glories 

The bee balm 
attracts a steady stream of 
summer and early fall visitors 
- bees of all varieties, humming 
birds and butterflies - particu
larly after watering, when the 
air is aromatic with scent. Also 
in the bed are yucca, which I 
don't particularly like, but they 
have outlived my attempts to 
dig them up. I have also added 
a late-blooming Montauk 

It's a jungle out there, unless ofcourse, you hire top producing 
agents who are experts in Rhode Island real estate. Whether 
you're buying or selling, we'll cut a clear path through the 
complicated maze. With us, the transaction is simply a 
smooth journey on the road home. 

DIANE LAZARUS, MBA, CiRI 
Broker Associate 
Cell: 640-1658 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

MIRIAM COHEN 
Sales Associate 
Cell: 487-4533 

SERVICE 
+ 

ATTITUDE 

= RESULTS 
875 Oak/awn Avenue• Cranston, RI 02920 

Phone: 401-942-1900 

daisy, and found it to be equally 
stubborn in its determination 
to dominate its space. Every 
year, as an annual, I plant an 
elephant's ear bulb, which yields 
huge green leaves. A neighbor 
stopped by last year - and imag
ined what great stuffed cabbage 
the foot-long leaves would make. 

In my backyard, much of the 
focus is on fruit and vegetables. 
I have raspberries, blueberries, 
blackberries and strawberries. 

spreading roots of a red maple 
that, when confronted with very 
dry conditions, push their way 
through layers of black plastic 
at the bottom of four-foot beds. 
This year, I will simply move 
them to a new location. (I used 
untreated pine boards, secured 
with coated screws.) 

My new passion is milkweed. 
Apparently, the genetically 
engineered grass and grain has 

a place that is enlivened and 
shared with the world around us. 

Richard Asinof is the execu
tive editor of The Voice & Herald. 
He learned many of his organic 
gardening skills working as the 
communications and outreach 
director at a passive solar organic 
greenhouse in Orange, Mass. 

NEW FOR SPRING 

CARL FELDMAN 

COLEMAN REALT0RS 

135 ELMGROVE AVENUE 

PROVIDENCE 

Office: 454-2684 

Cell, 458-5500 

since 1929 

coleman 
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COLDWeLL 
BANl(eR~ 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

I 

401-37 4-4488 
BonnieSellsHouses.com 

Easy rose-growing tips 
Try this simple and 

easy advice for success 
with your roses 

until early spring. Save money by 
buying bare root plants. 

• Mulch - Apply mulch or 
compost in a 2-inch layer. 

• Feed and water - Once 
blooming begins, fertilize roses 
twice a month. Water plants 
deeply in hot weather. Work 

The perfect choice for all your Interior Design Needs. 
Call me for that new spring look for- your home or office. 

Bv Vo1CE & H ERALD STAFF 

From tips gathered through 
the years 

• Plan ahead - Before buying 
new roses, check out flower color 
and growth habits at a nursery 
during summer. Wait to purchase 

• Prune aggressively - Tackle 
pre-spring cleaning on roses, 
removing at least one-third oflast 
years canes, and any canes that 
are crossed or rubbing against 
each other. To avoid spread-
ing disease, clean cutting blades 
between plants using bleach 
wipes. Apply an organic dor
mant oil spray af~er pruning. 

in ½ cup Epsom Salts around 
plants in March and September. 

• Beat Bugs - For organically 
grown roses, spray leaves with 
the hose early each morning to 
dislodge pests such as aphids. 

Realtors ... contact me for home staging. 

Michelle Lee Parenteau 
401.954.2065 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases Ot 

Estimates Within 24 Hours 
Residential & Commercial 

Interior & Exterior Painting 

• Prevent disease - Keep the 
base of plants free from debris. 
Spray plants with Messenger, 
an organic product that prevents 
powdery mildew and black spot 
before they attack roses ((follow 
manufactures instructions) A 
well-fed, well watered rose with 
a clean base fights disease excel
lently. 

Professional • Excellent References 
• Custom Interior Painting • Exterior Painting & Staining 
• New Construction • Power-washing 

Reliable • Fully Insured 

• Wallpaper removal • Window reglazing 
& wall repair • Decks 

LICENSED AND INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES Quality Painting Co. 
Contact "Tyler" 401-258-6548 or 401-64 7-5161 Reg.# 23444 • Cell: 252-9577 245-2611 

• Pick a posy - Deadhead plants 
daily. Pick full blooms that are a 
day or two away from dropping 
petals to have a well-manicured 
bed - and flowers to share. 
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PRICE: Being realistic is the secret to selling in this market 
From Page 1 

Kryston. "There are alw ays 
h ills and valleys; ultimately the 
value of a home will go up if you 
wait long enough," she said. 

"If you're a young family look· 
ing for a home, it's a great time to 
buy. It's a buyer's market; you can 
pick and choose, and negotiate," 
Pansey said. 

Pansey, a life-long Rhode 
Islander, currently lives in O ak 
H ill. "I've moved away twice, 
then moved back twice." 

In her ll'h year selling real 
estate, Pansey was philosophical 
about the current market. 

"It's the basic law of econom
ics, supply and demand . If there's 
lots of supply, and not that much 
demand, the prices will go down. 
In turn, it was the large demand 
in recent years that drove the 
prices up." 

Photo by Andrea Hansen 

PRICING IS CRITICAL to the success of how quickly a home will 
move once it 's on the market, in terms of the current real estate 
market in Rhod e Island. 

In terms of communities and 
trends, some real estate profes
sionals said that the East Side of 
Providence runs counter to gen
eral trends, as does Barrington. 
East Greenwich, according to 

one source, is experiencing a glut 
of houses on the market, which 
he attributed to the recent layoffs 
of Amgen executives. Everyone 
agreed that there was a glut of time to refinance, Elise Pansey "The fundamentals still hold," 
condominiums on the market. answered by asking the question: Feld man said. "When you put 
O ne agent likened the market "H ow much equity do you have?" your house on the market, it can't 
to the situation that occurred in "Not everyth ing has held its be a mess." Feldman told the 
the early 1990s, when there was value," she said, from the market story of one property, which the 
a downturn after a huge uptick peaks of a few years ago. "Every fa mily has owned for 86 years. 
during the late 1980s. sale is situational," she explained. The kitchen was last modern-

"On the East Side, th ings are "Those homeowners that have ized in the 1950s, and while the 
taking longer to sell, ------------------------ family thinks "it's 

but properties are ,, A house, a small colonial, neat and clean, great," the reality 
moving," said Carl 1s that buyers 
Feldman of Cole- was put on the market at $400,000 and don't wont to live 

man Realty. "The sold within 10 days at $370 000 exactly with 9~.-year-old 
property has to be ' ' ' w1nng. 
priced right. Many what the owner and agent wanted. II It's the small 
sellers," he contin- investments, 
~ed, "say th_ing~ like, Carl Feldman Feldman advised, 
I must get, or I that can make a 
must net.' A buyer Coleman Reality big difference. 
could care less." Taking care of 

Feldman said that sometimes greater equity can give a greater chipped paint, putting light bulbs 
sellers suffer from what he termed sales price. They don't have to in all the fixtures, as well as get-

"selective hearing." 
"A house, a small colonial, neat 

and clean, was put on the market 
at $400,000 and sold within 10 
days, at $370,000, exactly what 
the owner and agent wanted," 
Feldman said. 

He also said that he had other 
properties that have been on the 
market for months. "Until the 
owners get real", he said, "the 
public won't be interested in look
ing at them." 

Feldman also said that the 
growing foreclosure ads in the 
pages of 1he Providence j ournal 
were a tragedy. "Many of these 
individuals were sold a bill of 
goods, and t ragically, they are 
now paying the price," he said. 
Feldman indicated he felt very 
badly for the tenants in many 
of these buildings, who are very 
often being thrown out through 
no fault of their own. 

When asked if now was a good 

make a number." ting rid of old clothing in closets 
In terms of mortgage financ- before the house goes on the 

ingrates, a number of real estate market, will add money to the 
agents quoted figures of 5.5 to sales price. 
6 percent as the lowest current He also recommended having a 
mortgage rate. Some said that house inspection done before the 
FHA loans are becoming more home goes on the market. 
popular. 
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Improving living spaces imp roves life. 

Ilene M. Winegard 

For all your Real Estate needs ... 
Call the Experienced Professional. 

We do it all. RE/MAX sells more Real Estate 
than any other company in the world. 

Shouldn't you be calling us? We Sell the State. 
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Gardener's calendar 
BvTHE Ow FARMER'S ALMANAC 

GARDENING is an 
activity that can be 
enjoyed year-round. The 

Old Farmer's Almanac All-Sea
sons Garden Guideprovides a 
gardener's calendar of advice, 
reflections, facts, and folklore 

June 3: New Moon - Pinch 
off the tops of sweet pea plants 
to encourage bushy growth. 

July 2: New Moon - For 
healthier growth , spray large 
pepper plants with a mix of 1 
tablespoon of Epsom salts in a 
gallon of water. 

for the year. 
Here are some 
excerpts: 

Sept. 7: Grandparents Day 
~------"----~ - Onions are ready 

March 17: Clover 
added to your lawn 
fixes nitrogen from 
the air, providing 
food for turf grass 
once the clover dies 

All•HflW 

Old Far er's Al at 
All-Seaso 

Garden Guide 
~-------~ 

to harvest when the 
main stem begins to 
get weak and fa ll. 

Nov. 11: Now is 
the ti me to give the 
compost pile a good 
turning over. 

April 25: National Arbor Day (The preceding 
excerpt is from the 2008 edition 
of1he Old Farmer's Almanac Al/
Seasons Garden Guide and used 
with their permission. The guide is 
on sale wherever books and maga
zines are sold.) 

- Plant leafy vegetables such as 
cabbage, lettuce, and spinach 
now. 

May 1: May Day - Soap shav
ings placed in bags around the 
garden will keep rabbits away. 

i (gpoch Properties 
1856 Broad Street 

. Cranston , RI 02905 

Selma Stanzler: 433-0558 
E-Mail: stanzsel@aol.com 

T am Wi ll ing and Able to se rve you wid, Ca ,·e 
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