
30 Adar 1 5768 Vol. VI - Issue V www.jvhri.org March 7, 2008 

Photo/ Roger Williams Universi t y 

DANIEL AVALON speaks 
Feb. 27 in t he gymnasium at 
Roger Will iams University. 

Civil discourse 
in a time of 

conflict 
Ayalon debunks 
falsehoods about 
Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict 

BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinef@jfri.org 

BRISTOL - As H amas 
rockets rained down on 
Sderot last week, and Israeli 
fo rces responded with tar
geted missile attacks against 
militants in the Gaza Strip, 
D aniel Ayalon, former Israeli 

See AVALON, Page 32 

Photos by Gene Sch iavone 

THE FESTIVAL BALLET 
dance company will 
perform Avichai 
Scher's work, 
"The Last Dance." 
See UP CLOSE, Page 16 

Board of Rabbis offers community kashrut policy Forum puts 
spotlight on 
budget crisis 

Draft plan is 
described as a 

'working model' 
for community 
organizations 

BvMARYKORR 

mkorr@j.fri.org 

PROVIDENCE - Last week, 
the R.I. Board of Rabbis 
presented a proposal to the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island board of directors for 
a community-wide kashrut 
policy, at the board's request. 
It is a growing nationwide 

A COMPLETE COPY 
of the "Rhode Island 

Board of Rabbis 
Proposal: Community 

Kashrut Policy" 
is available on 

The Voice & Herald 
web sit e, jvhri.org 

trend at Federations and other 
large Jewish organizations, 
according to news reports. 

Rabbi Amy Levin of Temple 
Torat Yisrael in Cranston 
described the proposal as a 
"working model for commu
nity organizations" but not a 
halakhic 0ewish law) model, 
since the Board of Rabbis ad 
hoc committee on kashrut is not 
a halakhic body. And, although 
there was not unanimity, there 
was a consensus by the rabbini
cal board members, according 
to Levin. "We have a com
fortab le majority," she said. 

Kashrut is the body of 
Jewish dietary laws dealing 
with what foods Jews 
can and cannot eat 
and how those 
foods must be 
prepared and 
eaten. Kashrut 
comes from a 
Hebrew root 
meaning fit, 
proper or cor-

rect; the same root as kosher, 
which describes food that 
meets these standards. 

The proposal was offered 
after a year-long study of the 
history of kashrut issues in 
the commun ity and research 
into how other comparative 
communities dealt with the 
issue to come up with a pol icy 
that would serve the needs 

See KASH RUT, Page 21 

Concerns voiced that 
state budget is being 

balanced on the 
backs of the poor 

B YM ARYKORR 

mkorr@jfri.org 

A COALIT ION of 
organizations presented 
a grim repo·rt on the 

proposed 2008 state budget 
last week. Presenters at an 
informational foru m held at 
the Jewish Community Center 
decried proposed program cuts 
which, in effect, they said, helps 
balance the budget on the backs 
of the poor and the voiceless. 

The evening, which drew 
an audience of about 50, was 
sponsored by the Community 
Relations Council (CRC) of 

See FORUM, Page 9 

With new facilities 
at its 72-acre site on 

Worden's Pond, Camp 
JORI is creating a 

- state-of the-art Jewish 
overnight camping 

experience 
BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinef@jfri.org MICHAEL 
SCH USTER, the 
president of Camp 
JORI, is very proud. 

In the last five years, he has overseen 
construction of a new vision for Jewish 
overnight camping in Rhode Island 
- new residence buildings, a new kosher 
dining hall, a health center, a recreation 
hall, new athletic fields, tennis courts, 
an Olympic-size swimming pool and 
a waterfront complex, as well as a 
Children's Holocaust Museum. 

See CAMP JORI, Page 6 

The Camp JORI waterfront on Worden's Pond at sunset . 
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CHARACTERS HANS, SOPHIE AND CHRISTOPH, from the film, "The 
White Rose." In 1943, a small group of students and professo rs 
fro m the University of Munich formed the White Rose Society and 
rebelled against the tyranny of the Nazi regime. 

Courage of students, professors who 
resisted Nazis will be celebrated 

Public ;eading April 1 of '7he White Rose' 
Bv RICHARD A SINO F 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

PROVIDENCE -As part 
of an ongoing effort by the 
H olocaust Education and 
Resource Center of Rhode 
Island, a special Readers' Theatre 
adaptation of";The White Rose" 
will be performed for high 
school students at area schools 
April 2-4. More than 2,000 
students are expected to attend 
the presentations, according 
to May-Ronny Zeidman, the 
Center's executive director. 

The performances will take 
place at Westerly High School, 
Smithfield High School, Rogers 
H igh School in Newport, 
Toll Gate High.School in 
Warwick and at Temple 
Emanu-El. In addition, a 
special community performance 
open to the public will take 

Clwrtfng a Course 

for Investors 

i11 the Mu:ro-Cap 

Stock Market 

place on April 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Sinclair Room at Moses 
Brown School in Providence. 

This H olocaust Through the 
Arts Prog ram for the students of 
Rhode Island and Southeastern 
M assachusetts employs the 
unique vehicles of storytellers, 
artists, actors, playwrights, 
photographers, filmmakers and 
dance to teach the lessons of 
the H olocaust, Zeidman said. 
"The goal is to inspire students 
to accept their responsibility 
to fight bigotry and hatred 
in their world," she said. 

"The White Rose" chronicles 
the arrest, interrogation and 
eventual execution of a group of 
University of Munich students 
who protested the Nazi regime 
at the height of World War II. 

For more information, 
contact May-Ronny 
Zeidman at 453-7860 

Our mission is simple ... we provide micro-cap value 

investing for our clients, combini ng proprietary research, 

a network of professionals , a highly skilled team and 

focus . To learn more about how we can help you achieve 

your investment goa ls, call us at 401.588.5102. 

ELIOT·ROSE 
Ai111 IIIA N Ailllt N t 

Cary S. Siperstein President www .e liotrose.co m 

A· love letter to Yiddish 
Dara Horn's novel, 

The World To 
Come, re-imagines 
Eastern European 
Jewish tradition 

BvJ01-1NJ. CLAYTON 
jc!ayton@e ngish. u mass. edu 

I 2006 D ara H orn pub
lished an extraordi
nary novel, 7he World 
to Come. H er first 

novel, In the Image, won 
the ational Jewish Book 

Award and 
was amaz
ing, espe
cially for 
a woman 
of23. 7he 
World to 
Come, 
published 
when she 
was 29, is 

even more amazing. It's 
like a love letter to Yiddish 
tradition, an elegy for a 

and he steals back the painting. 
At the opening he also 

meets a beautiful curator, 
Erica Frank, and a lot of the 
forefront of the novel is the 
struggle over the painting, its 
copying by Ben's sister Sara, 
and the growing attachment 
between Ben and Erica. 

The story was sparked by 
the theft of an actual Chagall 

imagine where the painting 
might have come from, to 
imagine its provenance, and use 
it to reveal the tragic history 
of Yiddish writers and artists 
under Stalin in contrast to the 
blooming success of Chagall in 
Europe and the United States. 

The central story of the theft, 
oflove, is thin, unconvinc-
ing; certainly it doesn't sup
port the wonderful material 
of the rest of the novel. 

But if Horn needs this story 
to let her write her elegy, her 
letter oflove, for the materials 
she introduces, I'm willing to 
suspend disbelief The book 
is really dealing with the 
preservation and transmis
sion of culture. Not only is 
this the subject of a lot of the 
novel- it's part of its process . 

For H orn has embedded 
her own translations and 
adaptations ofYiddish stories, 
some from the 19'h century, 
some from the 20'\ into the 
novel. In the novel, these 
stories have been plagiarized 
by Ben and Sara's mother for 

wonderful forgotten 
culture. 

Which is 
not to say that 
she's writ-

"Horn pushes aside the sweet, undemanding, 
palatable falsification of Fiddler on the Roof. 

chi ldren's 
books. 

And no 
one has 
noticed; 
without 

ten a perfect 
novel. Take 
the initiat
ing story, for 
instance. Ben 

Her vision of Jewish culture is closer to the 
nightmares of Franz Kafka, the unsettling, 

mystical, ironic, symbolic visions of Der Nister." Ben's mother 
saving the 

Ziskind, attending an opening 
in a Jewish museum in New 
York City, finds on the wall 
a painting by Chagall stolen 
from his family years before, 

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES 

For Greater 
Rhode Island 

March 7 5:24 

March 14 6:32 
March 21 6:40 

March 28 6:47 

Daylight savings time 
resumes March 9 

from the Jewish Museum 
(it was later discovered and 
returned). This little anecdote 
has Velcro; it allows H orn to 
go back to Russia - or, actu
ally, to the early U.S.S.R. - to 

stories, they 
would be lost. Of course, in the 
real world these stories are not 
lost. If anyone borrowed and 
translated one, the plagiarist 

See YIDDISH, Page 29 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
"On that Shabbat evening we would use the 

time to reflect on the experiences of a 
father and son traveling together." 

Jeff Levinson 
SEE Page 12 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Taunt-alizing treats 

for Purim 
SEE Page 17 

COMING NEXT ISSUE: 

The Voice & Herald's 
Real Estate & Home 

Improvement 
special section 
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NEAT mock trial students earn their da in court 
NEAT students 

edged out by LaSalle 
in playoff 

BvJOSHUA KORR 
Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

EAST GREENWICH - It 
was a little after noon Feb. 26, 
a dreary Tuesday, when Judge 
David Bazar entered the 
East Greenwich Municipal 
Courthouse to preside over 
a personal injury lawsuit. 

The case involved high
school senior Shannon Spain's 
soccer career and scholarship 
opportunities, which had been 
abruptly ended following a 
vicious and potentially crip
pling injury she sustained in an 
ill-fated and aggressive play by 
the defendant, Linn Anderson. 

This "mock" case was the 
premise for the 2008 high 
school mock trial statewide 
tournament, which featured 
a series of skillfully argued 
trials by the New England 
Academy of Torah (NEAT). 

This was a special season for 
NEAT's team and its coach of 
nine years, attorney James Lee. 
The girls had a stellar season 
and became playoff contend
ers, ranked eighth in the state. 

In addition, their hard-fought 
playoff contest against sixth
ranked LaSalle Academy two 

Photos by Josh Korr 
The New England Academy of Torah mock trial team: from left sitting, Sophie Felder, Tova 

Simenowitz, Renah Spilman; standing, Miriam Diamond, Esty Saklad, Sarah Shafner, 
Toby Haldorsen, Rochel Haldorsen, Shifra Isaacs, Adina Schectman and Chani Diamond. 

weeks ago would be the final trial for the plaintiff and cross-exam- marked by Renah Spilman's 
for the majority of the team - ine one for the defense, before successful opening argument, 
many will graduate this spring. closing statements were made which set the stage for a skillful 

Seated before Judge Bazar and a verdict was reached. examination of expert wit-
and three local attorneys who This trial, one of the most nesses by Tova Simenowitz. 

act as jurors, --------------------------- The NEAT 
the young attorneys 
women from "NEAT attorneys maintained a professional brought 

NEAT were aura of ·realism that showed maturity thought-
professional ful debate to 
and com- beyond their years." the countless 

posed as they --------------------------- objections of 
advocated for hotly contested of the season, their adversar-
plaintiff Spain. offered contrasting styles by both ies. Judge Bazar demonstrated 

Each team seated three lawyers teams. NEAT maintained a an affable ability to keep the 
and provided three witnesses, professional aura of realism that trial on course while instructing · 
who are bound to statements showed maturity beyond their the girls on the proper means 
that appear in the mock trial years, while LaSalle's relentless of examination and objection. 
tournament handbook. objections pushed the trial to a The trial was a dead heat 

The three attorneys were given lengthy two-hour engagement. as it wound through the 
a chance to examine one witness NEAT'S performance was contradictory testimony 

of medical experts, soccer 
coaches, as well as a humorous 
LaSalle witness impersonat
ing a radio sportscaster. 

As the trial drew to a 
close, parents who came to 
observe were on the edge of 
their seats, and Coach Lee 
remarked that he'd never seen 
such a well-matched trial. 

After a brief preparatory 
break, one ofNEAT's star 
seniors, Sophie Felder, delivered 
a confident and compelling 
closing statement that seemed 
to seal the case for the plaiQ
tiff - but it was not to be so·. 

Judge Bazar tallied the scores 
of the jurors and delivered their 
verdict: LaSalle won, and the 
young women from NEAT_ 
congratulated them with 
grace and genuine good will. 

Many of the girls compli
mented the hard work of their 
opponents and showed that 
their competitive nature does 
not contradict good humor. 

From the perspective of this 
legal observer, mock trial is 
clearly an invaluable program 
for NEAT and many other high 
schools in Rhode Island, thanks 
in large part to the dedication 
of the coaches, who selflessly 
offer their time year after year. 

josh Korr is a recent graduate of 
Hampshire College and a mock-trial 
veteran of Barrington High School 

MOCK TRIAL ATTORNEYS Tova Simenowitz and Renah PARENT ADINA HALDORSEN, Shifra Isaacs, Sarah Shat- IN THE EAST GREENWICH COURTHOUSE student attor-
Spilman confer with coach Beverly Hall and advisor Jim Lee. ner, and Coach Beverly Hall review documents. neys and witnesses gather at the mock trial playoffs. 
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FROM THE 

~CUTIVE EDITOR 

Politically 
incorrect 

BY RICHARD ASINOF 

rasinoj@jfri.org 

FOR 35 years, on the last 
Friday in February, there 
has been a wonderfully 

strange, politically incorrect 
"Shabbat dinner" for Rhode 
Islanders that takes place in 
Mass·achusetts at Swansea's 
Venus de Milo facility. 

Of course, I'm referring to 
the Providence Guild Follies, 
put on the by the union at 7he 
Providence journal. It's very 
much an early Purim spiel for the 
politically involved and motivated, 
a veritable who's who of Rhode 
Island's politicos and wannabes. 

The atmosphere in the banquet 
hall Feb. 29 was dank with 
ambition. In one short five
minute span, as the politicos 
navigated the narrow passageways 
around tables, the back of my 
chair got bumped by ex- Sen. 
Linc~ln Chafee, ex- Lt. Gov. 
Robert Weygand, Cranston 
Mayor Napolitano, The Phoenix 
columnist Phillipe, Providence 
Journal reporter Felice Freyer, 
and State Sen. Gordon Fox. On 
the other side of the hall, Chelsea 
Clinton worked the crowd. 

Some usual suspects were 
missing in action - Gov. Carcieri, 
as well as ex-felon Buddy Cianci. 
The show wasted little time in 
poking fun at the governor's 
budget-cutting strategy, described 
as his Titanic policy- "throw the 
women and children overboard 
first, and save the life boats 
for the rich old white men." 

Emcee Scott MacKay let us 
know that this year's presidential 
election promises to be one of 
firsts: "We'll either elect the 
first woman president, the first 
African-American president, or 
the oldest white male president." 

This year, particularly within 
the Democratic race between 
Sen. Clinton and Sen. Barack 
Obama, the fault line for Jewish 
voters seems to be shifting, with 
a growing, perceptible divide 
between those who are motivated 
by traditional Jewish liberalism 
and those motivated by traditional 
Jewish anxiety over Israel, as J.J. 
Goldberg, The Forward's editorial 
director, recently observed. 

There has also been an overt 
effort to polarize Jewish voters 
through scurrilous e-mail 
campaigns. Such attempts are 
both dangerous and demeaning; 
they seek to exploit Jewish 
fears of anti-Semitism, as if 
Jewish voters can be so easily 
manipulated and defined. 

In a year when the polls, 
the pundits and the news 
media have often been proven 
incorrect, let us hope that those 
who have tried to manipulate 
Jewish voters are also proven to 
be very politically incorrect. 

A MAJORI1Y OF ONE 

For better or for worse, until elections do us part 
IN THE END, I voted for Hillary. 

That had not been my intention when 
the campaign began but when you are 

married to the Mother of All Feminists 
you learn how to compromise. When I first 
announced my intention to support Mr. 
Obama, there followed a series of verbal 
charges, the most serious being misogy
nist. I rapidly changed course, reordering 

my priorities as follows: 
Priority No. 1. Shalom 

Bayit. Peace in the home. 
Priority No. 2. 

Elect a president. 
Don't tell me you would 

have done otherwise. 
On the latest 

to us; as blacks they did also, the differ
ence being that their sense of persecution 
was ongoing whereas ours ended, more 
or less, in 1948. And, our movement had 
a definable goal, the creation of a Jewish 
state in Palestine. So did theirs, albeit not 
as clearly defined; the bringing of black 
Americans fully into American society. 

When my findings appeared in The Los 
Angeles]ewish]ournal, there was a wave of 
resentment among its readers. How dare 
I compare the occasionally violent black 
power movement with the peaceful striv
ings of a landless people for a home of 
their own? Where was there anything in 

Sexism, while once as pervasive as racism 
and certainly affecting more people, has 
diminished over recent decades as more 
and more women have entered the work
place at higher economic levels. My wife, 
an Orthodox convert, was educated in 
Catholic schools at a time when it was 
understood that female graduates were 
trained for teaching, nursing or office 
jobs as temporary measures until mar
riage and motherhood. She was the first 
in her family to go to college arid the 
first to obtain a doctorate. Today, she is 
a historian and a university professor. 

Yehuda 
Lev 

dust-up between 
the two Democratic 
candidates, the 
relationship between 
Louis Farrakhan and 

Mr. Obarna's pastor, we agreed on its 
questionable aspects but my agree-

This feeling was reinforced by the 
knowledge that there is not a single 
household in this country that does 
not have a participating woman as 
mother, spouse, child, relative, col
league or friend. Does your family 
include a single black woman (or 
man) who fits that description? 

"Our family unity almost split asunder 
over a secondary issue, sexism vs. 

racism, which has permeated every 
aspect of this fascinating race." If so, you are the rare exception. 

African Americans are not yet inte
grated into American families and 
until they are, we are not seriously 

ment was muted by personal experi-
ence. At the height of the black power 
movement I was invited, as a journalist, Zionism to compare with the black power 

salute - a fist raised high in the air? Didn't 
that call to mind the Hitler salute and not 
the cheery "Shalom" with which we Jews 
greeted one another? And, there were 

pressured to accept them. I once thought 
that intermarriage was the long-term solu
tion, but then I visited Sarajevo, shortly 
before the break-up ofYugoslavia, where 
Christians, Muslims and Jews lived, side 
by side, often intermarried and appar
ently content. You recall what happened 

sharp reminders that our ghetto years were 
spent in Europe; theirs were still extant 

to attend a meeting of its local leadership 
in a private home in Los Angeles. Wit!]_ 
considerable misgivings about my personal 
safety, I went and discovered that far from 
being a target as the only white person in 
the room, I was treated with the utmost 
respect. In fact, I was reminded of nothing 
so much as the years I spent during World 
War II in a high school Zionist club. 

in the slums of American cities. (This, 
it seemed to me, was a clear argument 
supporting a black power movement.) 

at Sarajevo once the civil war began. 
It is too soon to know who will win 

The similarities were marked. As in the 
Zionist movement, some of them changed 
their names, ours to Hebrew, theirs to 
Arabic or Swahili. As Jews who were deeply 
conscious of the Holocaust, we regarded 
much of the rest of the world as hostile 

Our family unity almost split asunder 
over a secondary issue, sexism vs . racism, 
which has permeated every aspect of this 
fascinating race. My argument for Mr. 
Obama rested on a belief that racism is 
now the more threatening of the two. 

the Democratic nomination. But I have a 
commitment from my wife that she will 
vote for Obama if he is successful. Perhaps 
I have not lost the argument after all. 

Yehuda Lev can be reached 
at yehudal@cox.net. 

FROM THE OLD OLIVETTI 

Baby Boomers in the White House 
LECTOR EMPTOR, 

reader, beware! In 1980 
I confidently predicted 

that President Carter would 
narrowly defeat Ronald Reagan. 

In 1992 I 
was sure 
that Presi
dent George 
H.W. Bush 
would 
defeat 
the little
known Bill 
Clinton. 
ln2000 it 

Josh 
Stein 

was obvious 
that Al Gore would win over 
George W . Bush. (On that one 
I was right, except that ... well, 
you know.) So I've given up on 
predicting presidential contests, 
even primaries. By the time you 
read this Obama will probably 
be the prohibitive favorite, or 
even the nominal nominee of 
the Democratic Party (whoops, 
poor Obama, I've just made a 
prediction). The rules of the 
game are that I can't endorse, 
and I wouldn't, but I can corn-

rnent in the commentary sec
tion of this paper, and so I will. 

Those who voted in the 
Democratic primary earlier this 
month were purportedly given 
a choice between style (Obama) 
and substance (Clinton). But as 
Barbara Fields alluded to last 
week, there might be more than 
that; we were given a choice 
between my generation and the 
next, and for those 

duce presidents. We gave you 
Clinton and Bush, both draft 
evaders, the former a woman
izer whose indiscretions cost 
his party its hold on Congress 
and later the presidency. The 
latter is a failed example of a 
puppet king who succeeded 
in doing his masters' task, 
lowering their taxes, and then 
thought he could assume the 

has now further degenerated 
into the non-music of racial 
slur, misogamy and gangstas. 
We were babied by our doting 
parents who had survived the 
Great Depression and World 
War II, determined that we 
should have what they had 
not, and we appreciated it. But 
if Clinton and Bush are our 
representative presidents, we 

have failed to live 
of us in my age
range, we can com
pare to those in our 
parents' generation. 

My parents' gen
eration was repre
sented by Kennedy 
and Nixon, the one 

"We were given a choice between 
my generation and the next, and 

for those of us in my age-range, we 
can compare to those in our parents' 

generation." 

up to our enormous 
potential. 

Now another 
Clinton is running 
for president. At 
first she seemed 
to be the prohibi-
tive favorite, the 
all-but- anointed 
champion of her 

the golden boy of 
change, the other 
an exemplar of suspicion and 
trickery; Ford and Carter are 
of their generation too, both 
men of honor, neither up to the 
job; Reagan was a throwback, 
the front man for those who 
wanted to undo the New Deal. 
Then after H.W. Bush it was 
my generation's turn to pro-

mantle of leadership by creat
ing an unnecessary war, and 
in so doing, has alienated 70 
percent of the country. 

My generation was the 
product of the sexual revolu
tion (thanks to Hugh Heffner, 
et al.) and rock and roll-that 
most mindless of music which 

party, the heir presumptive to 
her husband's popularity. She 
was thought of as inevitable. 
And she was. Until the voters 
had their say. First in Iowa, 
then in South Carolina, then, 
not able to eliminate her rival 
on Super Tuesday, she suffered a 

See ROOMERS, Page 5 

I 
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Now BAITING 

Pew Report and the American Jewish community 
EN ED KOCH 
as mayor of New 
ork, he would stop 

people in the street to ask them, 
"How am I doing?" Leaders of 
the Jewish community ask that 
question too; at least they ask it 
about the Jewish community, 
if not about themselves. It is 
nearly a decade since a survey 
assessed the condition of the 
American Jewish community. 
A lot has happened since then, 
and we now have some useful 

information 
on that topic. 

On Feb. 
25, the Pew 
Forum on 
Religion 
and Public 
Life issued 
its most 
recent study 
of religion 
in America 

(www.religions.pewforum. 
org). More than 35,000 
of America's 225 million 
adults were interviewed, 
including 682 Jews. 

The Pew Survey offers a 
picture of Jews relative to other 
religious groups in the United 
States. First, here is what is not 
surprising. Jews remain highly 
educated and wealthy. They 
display three times (about 35 
percent) the national rate (11 
percent) of persons with post
graduate degrees. Only Hindus 
score higher, and both groups 
do much better than all other 
religious groups, including the 

secular. Nearly 
half the Jews 
(about 46 percent) 
live in households 
in which the mean 
level of income 
equals or exceeds 
$100,000, more 
than twice the 
national level 

Current religious identity of adults raised Jewish in the U.S. Jews are much 
less prone to the 
religious flux that 
characterizes 

(18 percent), and 
only Hindus 
approach the Jews 
on this dimen
sion. In short, 
their location on 
these measures of 
income and educa- DataprOYidedbyPE:WFon..m on Religion811dPublicUle 

tion make Jews 

Other 
5% 

distinctive, relative 
to almost all other Americans. 

What is surprising in the data 
from the Pew Report? Jews 
as Jews excel, too, at least with 
regard to remainingJews. They 
are much less likely than the 
national 
average to 

born Catholics remain in the 
church, as do 52 percent of those 
born into a Protestant denomi
nation. Indeed, every single 
Protestant denomination has 
experie?ced a higher percentage 
of departure than have the Jews. 

Unaffiliated 
14% 

so many other 
Americans. 

Don't misun
derstand me: in 
absolute terms, 
there is no reason 
to celebrate when 
25 percent of 
those who are 
born Jews no 
longer define 
their religion as 
Jewish. After 
all, the halakhic 
standard is zero 
conversions. 

Looking at these data from the 
perspective of social science, 
however, suggests that when all 
groups seek to retain all their 
members and all fail, the groups 
that lose the least - especially 

when they 

convert to 
other reli
gions or to 
no religion 
(about 76 
percent of 
the Jews 
compared 

"First, here is what is not surprising. Jews remain 
highly educated and wealthy. They display three 

tjmes (about 35 percent) the national rate (11 
percent) of persons with post-graduate degrees." 

do so by 
considerable 
amounts 
- are sue-
cesses, at 
least in rela
tive terms. 

to nearly 
57 percent of all Americans 
surveyed have stayed with their 
religion of birth). Indeed and 
again, only Hindus do a better 
job of holding on to their people. 
What about larger groups? 
Sixty-eight percent of persons 

And so, religious conversions 
among those born Catholic and 
movement across the various 
and many modes of Protestant 
churches are primary themes of 
the Pew Report, and they mark 
the general media's presentation 
of the Pew survey. In contrast, 

And 
another sur
prise: Jews 

remain relatively closed to con
verts: about 85 percent of Amer
ican Jews were born Jews, higher 
than all religious groups except 
Hindus and Catholics. Consider 
that nearly 50 percent of persons 
born into one or the other of the 

various clusters of Protestant 
denominations are converts (and 
almost always from another 
Protestant church). Drawing 
the two themes together depicts 
American Jews as a relatively 
impermeable religious group. 

Religion in America - as the 
Pew report details and many 
others have observed - is not 
about fixed structures. That may 
be true for the vast majority of 
American religions; it does not 
describe American Judaism. 
Because Jews share high levels 
of income and education and 
their own religion, they occupy 
a distinctive niche in American 
social, economic, and religious 
life. American Jews remain a rel
atively stable and cohesive group. 

What does this mean for the 
leaders of the Jewish commu
nity in America? How are they 
doing? Even without surveys 
and other data for these ques
tions, the answers are clear. 
First, they should recognize the 
relative success of the commu
nity. Then, they should foster 
the ability of Jews to be Jews: 
fund day-school education, 
help the synagogues do their 
jobs, maintain the connections 
between American Jews and 
Israel, and aid the poor, ill, 
and aged. The more that they 
provide the resources that will 
move the relative success of 
American Jews towards absolute 
success, the more successful will 
the community's leaders will be. 

Alan Zuckerman can be reached 
at alan_Zuckerman@brown.edu. 

BOOMERS: Generational divide Letter to the Editor 
From previous page 

string of defeats until the March 4 
contests which are before me, but by 
the time you read these words you will 
know whether she was able to survive 
as a viable candidate, or not. Yes, she's 
strong on policy, but she's of my gener
ation, and therefore I think that she'll 
lose; I think the American public has 
had enough of us baby boomers whose 
time in office was brief (16 years) but 
perhaps too long. 

Obama, on the other hand, seems 
to have surmounted the twin trials of 
being inexperienced and biracial. He 
is reputed to be a Manchurian Candi
date, a crypto Muslim who will betray 
America and Israel. It's nonsense, 
of course, but such are the tactics of 
Conservatives, who fear that he will 
defeat whomsoever the Republicans 
put up - whether it be the aged war 
hero or the amusing creationist. 

As a people we seem at this writ
ing to be at the tipping point. Should 
we give one more chance to the old 
discredited generation, or take a 

blind leap of faith towards the new? 
Not to belabor the cliche, but it's the 
same question voters were asked to 
resolve in 1960. Nixon the man of 
experience, who while the same age 
as Kennedy, seemed a throwback to 
the old, or take a chance on the less 
experienced visionary. Then, nar
rowly, we looked forward. Today? 
I think we will again. My genera
tion has failed America in its offer
ings as president. I think America 
is looking for new hope in a new 
generation of mixed blood. I may 
be wrong. It's happened before. 

josh Stein can be reached at jstein@rwu.edu 

A correction: Last week quotation 
marks were inadvertently omitted, 
making it appear that I had said that I 
would like to ban the writings ojDavid 
Duke, etc. but that we don't do those 
things in America. While I agree with 
the sentiment, the words were not mine; 
I was quoting a colleague, J S. Fried
man of the College of Wooster in Ohio. 

An impertinent question 
THE PROVIDENCE There is no shortage of are the challenge and the 
Kolle! featured on Page 1 oil, water and other natu- responsibility of every 
(The Voice & Herald Feb. ral resources. The prob- person on this planet. The 
22) may declare itself !ems of shortages and of paper should not be eel-
to be strengthening the oversupply of carbon diox- ebrating those who flaunt 
Jewish community but ide are the inevitable result responsible parenting. 
the larger community, of extraordinary human They do it at their peril 
with a less self-focused population growth. and the peril of all of us. 
perspective, may well see Reducing that growth Debbie Spivak 
them as overpopulating. and the human footprint Providence 
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CAMPERS ENJOY the Olympic-sized swimming pool at Camp JORI. 

ti•1~M(•J~liHi 
CAMP: R.I.'s Jewish overnight camp enters its second century 

from Page 1 

As Camp JORI, which was 
founded in 1909 as a Jewish 
orphanage, prepares to celebrate 
its 100th anniversary, Schuster 
is ebullient as he talks about 
the future vision for the camp 
- accommodations for 400 
children and 100 staff, winter
ized buildings to serve as a 
year-round center for Jewish 
youth organizations, as well 
as elderly programming and 
family camping opportunities. 

being a camper," he continued. 
A bit uncomfortable talk

ing about himself, Schuster 
put the focus back on the 
camp's positive Jewish environ
ment. "What the camp has 
been able to do," he said, "is to 
preserve its traditional values. 
It is a loving, caring environ
ment. No child is denied an 
opportunity to attend because 
of financial circumstances." 

One camper, he said, 
recently described his camp 
experience: "Camp JORI 
is like going to Disney 
World, but it lasts longer." 

The camp first opened in 1937 
as summer quarters for orphans. 
The orphanage closed in 1943, 
and the building became part 
of Miriam Hospital. The 
camp continued to provide a 

For Jim Weiss, a prominent 
real estate developer in Provi
dence, his connections to Camp 
JORI stretch back to 1931, 
when he was less than a year old, 
and came to live at the orphan
age, where he stayed until 1944. 

"Back then, we thought 
Camp JORI was a wonder-
ful place," he said. "It was 
a chance to get out of the 
city and the heat during the 
summer. We had great times." 

Weiss, who admitted that he 
was a bit of a "trouble-maker," 
said he was in contact with 
his fellow campers, who had 
become life-time friends. "The 
camp gave us a sense of who 
we were, and what we wanted 
to do, and helped us keep our 
Jewish traditions," he said. 

Today, Dana Bottorff, the 

"I am most proud that our 
small organization, one that 
relies heavily on its volunteers, 
was able to reinvent itself, to 
create this new Jewish ven
ture, a ne)V camp and all that's 
entailed with it, without miss
ing a beat," Schuster said in a 
recent interview with 

------------------ marketing and com-The Voice & Herald. 
Schuster, who teaches 

management at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy, 
talked about plans for 
the camp's centennial 
celebration, sched-
uled for June 20 at the 
Markoff Sanctuary and 
Theatre at Camp JORI. 

"I am most proud that our 
small organization, one that 

relies heavily on its volunteers, 
was able to reinvent itself, 
to create this new Jewish 

munications director 
at the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island 
CTFRI), spoke glowingly 
about the camp, where 
her daughter, Sophie 
Brichta, attended last 
summer - and will 

"We will be celebrat
ing our centennial year, 
2009, and we will also 

venture, a new camp and all 
that's entailed with it, without 

missing a beat." 

attend again this summer 
"She had fun, she 

made friends, and she 
learned how to play 

be launching a $3 mil-
lion capital campaign, 
with the goal of rais-
ing camp enrollment 
to 500, expanding the 
non-camp, year-round 
uses, and building our 
endowment," Schuster said. 

Schuster, who attended 
Camp JO RI in the 1960s first 
as a camper, then a counselor, 
then head counselor, paused 
for a moment to consider an 
answer to the question: how 
had the camp made a dif
ference in his own life? 

"The life-long friendships," 
Schuster answered. "All of them 
stayed with me. My experience 
as a member of the staff was as 
good, if not better, than that of 

• 

Michael Schuster 
President, Camp JORI 

Jewish overnight experience 
for all children, particularly 
for those of modest means. 

The current "growth spurt" 
began in 1996, and Camp JORI 
received American Camping 
Association accreditation in 
1998. In 2003, it moved to its 
new 72-acre campus on Wor
den's Pond in South Kingstown, 
surrounded by thousands of 
acres of preservation owned by 
the Nature C onservancy, the 
South Kingstown Land Trust, 
and the State of Rhode Island . 

gaga - an Israeli game 
similar to dodgeball," 
Bottorff said. "She is 
dying to go back this 
summer. As a parent, 
the growth I saw in her 
confidence after just 

one month was phenomenal." 
Schuster praised the JFRI 

for its critical support with a 
$100,000 planning grant in 
2000 during a crucial time 
for the camp. "With that 
planning grant," he said, "we 
were able to leverage it to 
demonstrate progress in pur
suing challenge grants fro m 
the Kresge Foundation and 
the Weinberg Foudation." 

THE NEW WATERFRONT facility at Camp JORI. 
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Israel weighs novel ideas to 
counter Hamas rockets 

Leaders consider both 
military options - and long
term cease fire with Hamas 

Bv LESLIE SussER 
]TA Staff Writer 

JERUSALEM QTA) - With Israel still 
facing H amas rocket attacks from the 
Gaza Strip following the end of the army's 
limited ground operation there, the Israeli 

the shots and make it appear as 
though Israel was the aggressor and 
H amas was only retaliating. 

On Feb. 29, however, Israel sent ground 
troops into a sensitive area between 
Beit Hanoun and the Jabaliya refugee 
camp in northern Gaza often used as 
a launching pad for Kassam rockets. 

Although limited in scope, it was a 
much larger Israeli operation than past 
raids. As the soldiers fought in tough 
urban conditions, the Israeli Air Force 

hit rocket workshops and government is considering 
stronger follow-up measures. 

The Hamas rocket 
N EWS ANALYSIS squads, a truck carrying 

160 shells and symbols of 
problem became more 
acute last week when Ashkclon, a 
port city of 120,000 some 30 miles 
south of Tel Aviv, came under fire. 

In its attacks on Ashkelon, H amas 
used Iranian-made Katyusha-type 
rockets called Grad missiles, which 
have a longer range and heavier pay
load than the Kassams often used 
against Sderot and nearby towns. 

The extension of rocket fire to Ash-
kelon means hundreds of thousands more 
Israeli citizens suddenly find themselves 
living under the 
constant threat 

Hamas authority, including 
the offices ofH amas leader Ismail H aniyeh, 
the deposed Palestinian Authority prime 
minister. 
By the time the troops pulled out the 
morning ofMarch 3, an estimated 100 
Palestinians had been killed, most of 
them combatants but civilians as well. 
Israel lost two soldiers in the fighting. 

Despite the civilian death toll, Israel 
insisted it had targeted only militants. The 
aim of the limited operation, Israeli officials 
said, was to show Harnas that Israel is capa-

ble of exact-
ing a heavy 

of rocket attack. 
Hamas leaders 

are warning that 
their attacks will 
push beyond 
Ashkelon, 
leaving many 
Israelis to worry 
that Tel Aviv, 
too, will soon 
become a target. 

"The rocket launchers are w ar 
price in terms 
of personnel 
and resources 
for Hamas' 
continued 
rocket fire. 

criminals, deliberately firing 
at civilians. International law 
allows the party attacked to 
fire back at the precise area 

After the 
Israeli pull
back, how
ever, B arnas 
claimed vic
tory, arguing 
that its fighters 

from which they are shoot ing." 

Israel is 
weighing 
several mili-

Haim Ramon 
Israel 's deputy prime minister 

tary options to 
counter this threat. They include limited 
pinpoint ground operations like the one 
concluded March 3, targeted assassinations 
ofHamas leaders and operatives, firing 
back at the sources of rocket fire irrespec
tive of their location in "civilian areas, and a 
full-scale land offensive to smash Hamas' 
terrorist infrastructure, perhaps even 
reoccupying Gaza for months on end. 

Some Israeli Cabinet ministers favor 
talking to Barnas and negotiatin&. a long
term cease-fire. The Egyptians alsq are 
working behind the scenes on a cease
fire deal that would include a prisone'r. 
exchange involving Cpl. Gilad Shalit, ' 
the Israeli soldier held captive in Gaza 
since a cross-border attack in June 2006. 

The Israeli operation in Gaza 
that concluded March 3 was 
the result of several factors. 

In targeting A shkelon, Barnas had 
crossed a red line, compelling Israel to 
respond in kind. But Israel also wanted 
to break what had become an unac
ceptable routine equation: Barnas 
fires intermittently at Israeli targets 
and, after Israel retaliates, the Islamist 
organization showers down dozens 
of rockets to deter the army from 
harsher measures or retaliating anew. 

This allowed Hamas to call 

had forced the 
Israel Defense 

Forces to withdraw. To show it was not 
cowed, H amas continued firing rockets, 
including Grad missiles, at Ashkelon. 

Now Israel is considering 
ratcheting up the military pressure 
on Barnas even further. 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
authorized the targeting of all Hamas 
leaders, including Haniyeh. 

Another option under discussion 
would see Israeli artillery batteries fire 
back at the sites of rocket fire within 
seconds of every rocket launching. 
This could cause considerable civilian 
casualties, since rocket launchers often 
fire from heavily populated urban areas. 

Israel's deputy prime minister, 
Haim Ramon, is pushing for this 
kind of response. H e says it would be 
highly effective and that it is within 
the bounds of international law. 

"The rocket launchers are war criminals, 
deliberately firing at civilians," he said. 
"International law allows the party 
attacked to fire back at the precise area 
from which they are shooting." 

On March 3, top Israeli decision makers 
met with leading jurists for a legal ruling. 

Whether or not this controversial tactic 
is adopted, more sharp ground operations, 
like the one just concluded, are likely. 

W HA T WILL 
YOUR 
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CREATE A 
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Rhode 

Island 

LEGAC Y 
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Rhode Island young professionals to attend 'Washington 1 5' conference 
Thousands of young 
Jewish adults from 

North America 
will gather in 

Washington, D. C., 
March 16-18 

Bv JFRI STAFF 

NINE YOUNG profes
sionals from Rhode 
Island will travel 

to Washington D .C. and 
gather with more than 1,000 
participants at "Washington 
15 ," a conference sponsored 

by United Jewish Communi
ties, the umbrella organiza
tion of all federations. 

This year's conference, to be 
held March 16-18, 

Shira Garber Strosberg, Arny 
Rovin, Bonnie Steinberg Jennis, 
Michael Goldstein, Susan and 
Marc Gertsacov, and the Wash-

and connection to our local 
Jewish community. All are com
mitted to returning from Wash
ington with ideas to make the 

community stronger. 

"How You, Too, Can Change 
the World," "What's Jewish -
About Public Service?" and 
"The Crisis in D arfur - and 
the Jewish Response." 

with a theme of 
"Make It Matter," 
will bring together 
young adults from 
across North Amer
ica to learn about 
critical social and 
political topics from 
inspiring world-class 
leaders who will 

"Participants will attend workshops 
such as: 'How You, Too, Can Change 

the World,' 'What's Jewish About 

The conference 
agenda includes 
speeches by former 
Secretary of State Mad
eline Albright, NBC 
News correspondent 
David Gregory, former 
White House Press 
Secretary Ari Fleisher 

Washington 15 will cul
minate in a lobbying visit to 
Capitol Hill, where participants 
will meet with congressional 
staffers on the issues of Med
icaid, autism, Israel and Iran. Public Service?' and 'The Crisis in 

Darfur - and the Jewish Response."' 
Local W ashington 15 

participants also will have 
the opportunity to network 
with other young profes
sionals from New England 
to share ideas, programs and 
make new connections. 

teach them how to put what 
matters to them into action. 

The Rhode Island group is 
diverse; it includes Jacob Brier, 

ington 15 local chairs, Jennifer 
and Michael Oelbaurn. The 
participants represent a range of 
different levels of involvement 

Enrich the Lives 
of Jewish 

Women & Children 
You are a Jewish woman , and you care about other 
Jewish women and their children . Many of them 
need your help. You can_ be there for them - for as 
long as they need - by becoming a member of the 
Women's Alliance Endowment Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island . 

For a one-time minimum gift of $1,000, you can 
join scores of women who seek to enrich Jewish 
lives, in Rhode Island and overseas, through 
personal, active philanthropy. WAEF members have 
the opportunity to review grant applications and 
determine where their dollars go. 

Are you passionate about securing health 
and social services for those who need them? 
Educational and cultural activities to help our 
children tap into thei r Jewish identity and pride? 

Let your passion lead the way. 

Contact Sue Lachapelle at slachapelle@JFRl.org or 
401-421 -41 l l x.163 . 

WAEF lifetime membership is independent of your Annual 
Campaign gi~, and is payable over three years. 

Jf-'wis h 

., 
Rhod e 

Lihmd 

1 30 Sessions St. Providence, RI 02906 401-42 1-41 11 
wwwJFRl.o rg 

and Jenna Bush, 
daughter of President Bush. 

Participants will attend 
workshops on the "Make 
It Matter" theme, such as: 

Bonnie Kaplan Thank You for Making Me 
the #1 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 
Agent in Rhode Island. 
401-374-4488 
Bonni@S@llsHousos.com 

•t;ttaa-1 
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FORUM: Proposed budget cuts will hurt families, children 

From Page 1 

the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, the National Council of 
Jewish Women (NCJW), and 
One Rhode Island, a coalition 
of 160 organizations state
wide. Its intent was to create 
awareness and spur action. 

In his introduction, CRC 
Director Marty Cooper said: 
"We in Rhode Island are at a 
crossroads. We need to find 
real solutions to our economic 
crisis. Poverty in the state 
is systemic; people are poor 
because of forces beyond their 
control. They have been laid off 
through no fault of their own; 
jobs have been outsourced. 

"In the spirit of tikkun olam, 
repairing the world, we should 
look to help those people in 
our own backyard. It is time 
to contact our elected offi
cials and tell them what we 
think about the proposed 
budget cuts," Cooper said. 

State Rep. Edith Ajello 
spoke, reminding everyone it 
is an election year and elected 

officials are listening to their 
constituents. She also urged 
voters to call House and 
Senate Finance Committee 
Chairs Steven Costantino and 
Stephen Alves, urging them 
to take a balanced approach 
to solve the budget crisis. 

Providence Mayor David 
Cicilline also spoke, saying a 
budget is about setting priorities. 
The state and the Legislature 
have to create a workable budget 
that closes the budget gap but 
which doesn't create long-term 
health, education or economic 
stresses for low-income resi
dents. "There also has to be the 
development of an equitable 
distribution of state funds for 
education," the mayor said. He 
also spoke of a city effort to 
develop a strategic and coherent 
strategy to address poverty called 
Pathways to Opportunities. 

Linda Katz, co-founder and 
policy director of the Poverty 
Institute of Rhode Island, 
said the state budget deficit 
for the next two fiscal years 

Carol Schneider 
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is projected to be S534 mil
lion. Rhode Island is one of 
21 states projecting shortfalls, 
she said, and "rising health 
care costs are a major factor." 

Katz said that to close the gap, 
Gov. Donald Carcieri has pro
posed slashing tens of millions of 
dollars from programs that help 
state residents meet basic needs. 

She noted that 2007 capital 
gains tax cuts and the 2006 
alternative flat tax have exac
erbated the deficit, which will 
cost the state about S62 mil
lion in lost revenue for 2009. 

There was discussion among 
attendees over how more rev
enue can be generated. Taxing 
services, and not just goods, and 
consolidating education expen
ditures through regionalization 
were discussed. Katz said that 
welfare spending has declined 
in the state and is a small part 
of the budget, although there is 
a perception among some that 

Photo by Mark Korr 

See BUDGET, Page 10 STATE REP. EDITH AJELLO speaks with NCJW's Laura Silberfarb 
after the March 3 forum at the Jewish Community Center. 
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BUDGET: Cuts in childcare, family programs will make difference between making it or not 

From Page 9 

Rhode Island is a welfare state. 
In terms of numbers, Katz 

said the Poverty Institute has 
determined a budget for a family 
of three, consisting of a parent, 
toddler and school-aged child at 
$48,000 a year - with a monthly 
breakdown of $965 for rent, 
$536 for food, $324 for trans
portation, $1,283 for childcare, 
$500 for medical, $385 miscel
laneous, for a total of $3,993. 

"Parents are really taking 
a hit on this series of propos
als," said Jill Beckwith, a policy 
analyst with R.I. Kids Count. 
She pointed out that proposed 
cuts would eliminate health 
insurance for 7,400 low-income 
families by rolling back eligi
bility from families who earn 
185 percent of the federal 
poverty level to 133 percent. 

In addition, ii monthly 
premium of$45 would be 
imposed on very low-income 
families for children's insur
ance. Proposed health cuts will 
also remove $40 million from 
the health care delivery system, 
impacting medical providers. 

Laura Silberfarb, represent
ing the National Council of 
Jewish Women, said families in 
the state are working hard, with 
some parents holding down two 
and three jobs. "Cuts in child
care and family programs may 
make the difference between 
making it or not," she said, 
adding the proposals put work
ing families at risk of homeless
ness. "This is not acceptable," 
she said, urging those present 
to write letters to The Providence 
journal or their local newspapers, 
and to elected representatives. 
NCJW is beginning an initiative 
on voices of the unheard child. 

At least one area syna
gogue, Temple Emanu-El, 
is setting up a letter writing 
booth to elected officials at its 
Purim carnival on March 9. 

Rabbi Alan Flam, head of the 
R.I. Board of Rabbis and senior 
fellow at the Swearer Center for 
Public Service at Brown, said 
collective action is needed. "As 
Jews, it is our sacred task to see 
children grow up to be healthy 
and productive adults. If God 
has blessed you with abun-

More info on the issues 
T:\irther data and analysis 
.f' on the state budget for 
2008, 2009 can be found at: 

Finding state legislators: 
www.sec.state.ri.us/vic 
House Finance Chair: 
Steven Costantino (222-
8028) 

dance, it is your duty to 
do something about it. 
People at the lower end 
are taking the hardest hit. 
We need to learn and to 
be at the Legislature and 
talking to one another." 

Teny Gross, executive 
director of The Insti-
tute for the Study and 
Practice of Nonviolence, 
said: "Non-profits are 
doing the work govern
ment doesn't do any
more." Gross said he is 
concerned the budget 
cuts will contribute to 
greater stresses on low
income families, and lead 
to increased violence in 
homes and on the streets. 

The Poverty Institute, 
www.povertyinstitute.org 
RI Kids Count, 
wwwrikidscount.org 

Senate Finance Chair: 
Stephen Alves (222-3438) SPEAKERS AT THE FORUM were, from left, Rabbi Alan Flam, Laura Silberfarb of the National Council 

of Jewish Women; Jill Beckwith, R.I. Kids Count; Marty Cooper, JFRl 's CRC director, and Linda Katz, 
policy director at the Poverty Institute. 

• 
CAMPlQ!!!.N'S POND 

www.campJorl.com 
• New features for Day camp 
• Transportation from 

Providence and Warwick, 
• Two week sessions starting 

June 26 thru August 18 
Increased activity choices 

• Wednesday night overnights 
• Getting ready to step into 

overnight camping 
• Spirited family style 

meals in our dining hall 
• Dietary laws observed 
• Programs provided 

by our Israeli staff 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT: 
CAMP JORI , 1065 Worden's Pond, Wakefield, RI 
CALL: 401-463-3170 
Email: campjori@hotmail.com 

REQ!)EST FOR 
PROPOSALS ~Jewish Federation 

~of Rhode Island 

Live Generously. 
II does oworld of good. 

Grant proposals for 
community programming 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island (JFRI) works to 
strengthen Jewish life in greater Rhode Island, Israel, and 
throughout the world. The JFRI is seeking proposals for 
innovative one-time projects, start-up endeavors, and 
the enhancement of successful community programs. 
Approximately $120,000 will be distributed. 

Proposals addressing the following community needs will 
be considered: 

• Increasing engagement and community outreach 

• Deepening Jewish identity and life-long learning 

• Promoting social action and caring for human needs 

• Serving the community's most vulnerable members, 
particularly the aging and those in need 

Prior to submitting a proposal, please 
obtain the full RFP at www.JFRI.org. 

Proposals should be submitted by email to kclarkson@JFRI.org by 
5 p.m. March 17, 2008. 

For more information, contact Milma Ellison, Director of Planning & 
Philanthropic Initiatives, at mel/iso11@bjeri.org or 401-421-4111 x. 176. 
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Traveling Holocaust museum exhibit explores Nazi persecution of gays 
URI Fine Arts 

Center hosts show 
through March 29 

BY ALISON ROSE 

Special to The Voice & Herald 

DURING the H olocaust, 
when the Nazis singled 
out the European Jews 

for total annihilation, they also 
persecuted many other groups. 
Among those groups were 
Sinti and Roma (Gypsies), the 
mentally and physically disabled, 
Jehovah's Witnesses, non-Jewish 
Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, 
and German homosexual men. 

A traveling exhibition pro
duced by the U.S. H olocaust 
Memorial Museum in W ash
ington, D .C., entitled "Nazi 
Persecution of Homosexuals," 
opened Feb. 14 at the University 
of Rhode Island in the main 
gallery of the Fine Arts Center. 

The exhibition, which 
includes hundreds of pho
tographs and documents, 
explores both the rationale and 
the effects of the Nazis' poli
cies against homosexuality. 

The opening featured a pre
sentation by Edward J. Phil
lips, who provided a thorough 
overview of the history of the 
persecution of homosexuals by 
the Germans. H e also described 
the history of the exhibition, the 
process of creating it, and the 
difficulties of telling an "invis-

ible history." 
He began 

working on 
the exhibi
tion in 2000, 
and it was 
presented for 
the first time 
in Tucson in 
2002. When 
he first pre
sented it, some 
members of 
the audience 
asked him if 
he created it 
in response to 
current events 
such as the 
gay marriage 
initiatives and 
"don't ask, 
don't tell" - as 
if an exhibi-
tion could be 

' Graphic.sf U.S. Holocaust Museum 

ARTIST RICHARD GRUNE, who trained at the Bauhaus School in 
Weimar under Paul Klee and Wasily Kandinsky, spent one year in 
prison, more than two years in the Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp and, from 1940-194S, was held in the Flossenbiirg camp. He 
created a series of lithographs of images from the camps, which are 
included in the exhibition. 

looked for an 
iconic image, 
something 
from the 
victims 
much like 
the Museum 
displays 
yellow stars, 
a railroad car, 
and shoes. 
However, 
homosexuals' 
stories had 
disappeared 
because the 
law against 
homosexual
ity had con
tinued until 
1969 in West 
Germany. 

put together overnight. "If only 
it had been that easy," Phillips 
said, jokingly. 

on groups of non-Jewish victims 
of the H olocaust and exhibitions 
were built on the basis of these 

When 
Phillips 
began search

ing for material, he found a gay 
museum in Berlin, the Schwules 

Museum, which 
The impetus 

for the exhi
bition origi
nated with the 
mission of the 
U.S. H olocaust 
M emorial 
Museum to tell 
the story of all 
the people vic-
timized by the 
Nazis. In 1994, 

"The Nazis viewed homosexuality as a 
'menace to the race.' They focused on men 

because it was a male-centered culture, and 
they believed that gay men would spread 
their 'degeneracy' to German men in the 

Storm Troopers and SS." 

had an exhibition 
that was soon 
to close on the 
Nazi persecution 
of homosexu-
als. Fortunately, 
Phillips was 
able to visit, and 
he was allowed 
full access to 
their materi
als and records, 

one year after the Museum 
opened, pamphlets were created 

pamphlets. In creating the exhi
bition on homosexuals, Phillips 

many of which are in the 
current exhibition. 

The Nazis viewed homo-
sexuality as a "menace to the 
race," according to Phillips. 
They focused on men because 
it was a male-centered culture, 
and they believed that gay men 
would spread their "degen
eracy" to German men in the 
SA (Storm Troopers) and SS. 

No law was ever passed. 
against lesbians, as women were 
considered second-class citizens 
in Nazi Germany and posed no 
threat, according to Phillips. The 
Nazis even explained lesbianism 
was a result of a lack of avail
able men in Germany due to 
the losses of World War I and 
the large number of gay men. 

The attack on homosexuals 
was covert, according to Phil
lips. They were not sought out 
but were found through denun
ciations. The exhibition contains 
typescripts of denunciations, one 
of a man by his sister, another by 
his partner's mother. It became 
socially acceptable to denounce 
men for homosexual practices. 

The Nazis also used police 
surveillance of gathering places 
in order to track down homo
sexuals. Many homosexuals 
committed suicide while others 
entered into "protective mar
riages." In one photograph, 
the "wife" appears behind 
the two men sitting on a 
bench almost as a ghost. 

The Nazis targeted homo
sexual behavior, not the people 

See EXHIBIT, page 21 

JCDS PAJAMA PARTY! 

This box represents the spirit and generosity 
of the Jewish community.When you fill this 
box and give to the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, your dollars provide food and 
shelter for the needy. rescure for those in 
harm's way, education for our children. care 
and compassion for our parents. 

Jewish leder.i.tion, Live generously. 

FJ'lllf:ffilffl'fll 

A fun 
OPEN HOUSE 
featuring the 

PJ Library 

March 27th • 6:30-7:30pm 
in the JCDS Pre-K room • 85 Taft Ave, Providence 

Open to the community! Wear your PJ's! 

Join your neighbors and make your pledge now 
to theJFRI 2008Annual Campaign. Please ca ll 
◄01-421-◄ 111 or donate online at www.JFRl.org. 

401.751.2470 I ,_ . 
www.jcdsri.org jewish community 
85 Taft Avenue II :,51 day school of rhodc island 

Providence, RI Ill 
130 Sessions SL. Providence RI 02906 
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A father and son journey through China 
Part] 

Bv JEFF LEVINSON 

Special to the Voice &Herald 

Beijing is rapidly 
transforming into a 
world-class metropolis, 
thanks to a booming 

economy and the upcoming 
Olympic Games. Everyday it 
seems like a new construc-
tion site appears. In the two 
and a half years I have been 
here, there are neighborhoods 
that have undergone complete 
transformations. The city still 
retains the traditional life-
style of many of the residents. 
Going to local parks, one still 
finds people practicing Tai-chi, 
walking their birds, singing, 

Photo by Jeff Levinson 

the wall. Using a bit of cau
tion and taking slow steps, we 
made the hour-long hike to the 
top. Only when we arrived at 
the highest tower did we get 
a full appreciation of the scale 
of the wall at Simatai - and 
the enormous human sacrifice 
required for its construction. 

By the time we headed back 
toward Beijing it was already late 
afternoon. We hoped we would 
be able to go to Shabbat services 
at the Chabad house, but we 
were unsure if we would be back 
in time. We arrived for services 
at Chabad with just enough time 
to put on yarmulkes and open 

or even ballroom dancing. 
In Beijing we spent our days 

visiting major tourist attrac
tions. W e saw the Forbidden 
City, Summer Palace, Tianan
men Square, the Olympic Park, 
Lama and Confucius Temples, 
and old hutongs, or neighbor
hoods. The Forbidden City made 
the deepest impression on us. It 
makes other imperial palaces 
pale by comparison. Walking 
through the walled city it is hard 
not to feel overcome by the long 
history of the site and the power 
of the emperors who lived there. 

TH E SIMATAI sect ion of t he Great Wall of China. Steep and crumbl ing, it is one of t he more remote 
sections of the w all. 

our prayer books. As the first 
three stars appeared, the service 
started and we were suddenly 
back in a familiar environ-
ment - praying on Shabbat. 

cousins, who happened to be in 
China on tour from the states. 

At a secluded Buddhist 
vegetarian restaurant we ate 
with the three owners of a 
start-up Internet company (one 
from Britain, one 
from Israel, and one 

Beijing. My dad had the chance 
to meet most of my close friends 
and, at the same time, taste 
some excellent Chinese food. 

On the day before my dad left, 
we visited the Simatai section of 

it is a series of sections, with the 
eastern-most section near the 
North Korean border and the 
western-most section in the cen
tral Chinese province of Gansu. 

I wanted to show my father a 
section of the Wall 
that was not crowded 

from Hong Kong). 
At a southern Chi

nese-style spot, we ate 
with my roommate. 

"For first-time travelers to China, it with tourists, which 
meant that we would 
have to travel away 
from Beijing's city 
center. After a longer 

During the course of the pre
vious two weeks, my father and 
I saw some fascinating places, 
ate great Chinese food together, 
and learned about a branch of 
Jewish history that, until the 
beginning of 2007, neither of us 
knew existed. What really made 
our trip special was the time 
that we got to spend together. 

With so many 
people to see while 

often comes as a surprise that the 
Wall is not a continuous structure." 

Soon we would resume our 
daily lives, mine in China and 
his in America, but on that 
Shabbat evening, we would use 
the time not to think about the 
future but to rest and reflect 

In the evenings, we sampled 
different styles of Chinese 
cuisine. One night we had 
traditional spicy "hot-pot" with 
my friend Reuben and my dad's 

my dad was here, 
we were fortunate that there 
are a wide range of restaurants 
and cuisines to choose from in 

m,,,... 
.,N,~•I J 
TEMPLE TORAT YISRAEL 

Come have the "Time of Your Life" 
at Temple Torat Yisrael's 

Auction Extrawganza 
Saturday, March 15th • 8:00 p.m. 

Enjoy delicious hors d'oeuvres, wine, dessert 
and our famous "chocolate fountain" 

Wi i have it and you could win it 

Celtics tickets with limo 

Sony Bravia 26" LCD HDTV 

Navigon 2100 Portable GPS 

Autographed book by the 
"Barefoot Contessa" Ina Garten 

ALL THIS AND MORE! 

$ 18 per person 
Limited reserved t ables for parties of ten 

To Join Us For The Fun 
call TTY @401-785-1800 

Temple Torat Yisrael • 330 Park Avenue • Cranston 

the Great Wall. For first-time 
travelers to China it often comes 
as a surprise that the Wall is not 
a continuous structure. In fact, 

than expected drive, 
we began our hike to 

the top of the Simatai section. 
Steep and crumbling, it is one 
of the more remote sections of 

on the experiences of the 
previous two weeks - a father 
and son traveling together. 

Chase those winter blues away!!!! 
4th Annual Dinner, Auction and Raffle 

South County Hebrew School and Congregation Beth David 

Saturday, March 22, 2008 7:30pm 

The Village Inn, 1 Beach Street, Narragansett, RI 
Amalfi Catering - Vegetarian, Dairy, Fish cuisine 

Special Musical Guest 

Raff le items: 42" HD Plasma Television 
Apple ,POD Nano 8GB, S ilver 
Kodak 6.2 MP Dig ital Zoom Camera 

$36.00 per person 
Send your check to : Sout h County Hebrew School 

223 Table Rock Road , 
S. Kingstown, RI 

Or Call Rick@ 952-5807 to reserve 
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REPRINTED FROM BABAGANE W Z I SRAEL@6 0 

AyRAHAM MENACHEM MENDEL USSISHKIN (1863-1941) 

. BUILDER OF ISRAEL 
APRIL 1891: AVRAHAM MENACHEM MENDEL USS!SHK!N AND HIS 
FR/ENOS VISIT PALESTINE FOR THE FIRST TIME AND FINO MILES 
OF SWAMPLAND. WHILE WALKING IN THE GERMAN QUARTER ON 
M T. CARMEL IN HAIFA, USSISHKIN MEETS A GERMAN FARMER. 

BY YA FF A KLUGERMAN 

BabagaNewz Associate Editor 

ILLUST RAT ED BY 

MARIO Ru iz 

aham Menachem Mendel 
Ussishkin , a prominent 
Zionist leader, played a 

key role in fo undin g and devel

oping the State of Israel. He 
valiantly and uncompromisingly 
fough t fo r his goals: redemption 
of the soil, rebirth of Hebraic 
culture, Jewish pioneering, and 
Jewish autonomy. H is persistence 
and steadfas tness earned him the 
t itle of "the man of iron ." 

UGANDA OPPONENT 
When Theodor Herzl suggested 
to the Sixth Zion is t Congress in 
1903 that thev consider Uganda 
a!) a potential Jewish ho meland, 
1.Jssishkin became his primary 
opponent and eventually suc
ceeded in derailing the proposal. 

" I don t acccpl the decision of 

the Congress to send an expedi
tion to Africa," he remarked . "I 
object to it wi th every fiber of my 
being and will do everything 
wi thin my power to prevent its 
execu tion!" 

HEBREW ORATOR 
In 1919, followin g World War !, 
Ussishkin was invited to speak at 
the Paris Peace Conference, 
where leaders gathered to negoti

ate peace treaties and the status 
of lands, includin g 
Palestine. Ussishkin 
insisted on address
ing the committee 
in Hebrew. 

"ln the name of 
the largest Jewish 
group, Russian 
Jewry, I stand before 
you, leaders of the 
world ," he p ro
cla imed, " to express the histo ric 

dem ands of the Jewish nation to 
resto re it to its borders a nd to 
give back to the Child ren of Israel 

the lan d God prom ised them 
4,000 years ago." 

JNF LEADER AND HEBREW 
UNIVERSITY FOUNDER 
Ussish kin is best known for lead
ing the Jewish National Fund for 
nearly two decades, a role which 

he felt was fu ndamental to estab
lishing a Jewish homeland . 

"It's possible to build a house 
without a roof, wal ls, or win
dows;' he noted, "but no house 

has ever been built 
without a founda
tion. And the foun 

dation is nei ther sea 
nor air, but soiL" 

Ussishkin also 
helped es tablish the 
Hebrew Universi ty, 
which opened in 
1925. "The Keren 
Kayemet [)N F] and 

the Hebrew University are two 

sides o f 1he same coin by wh ich 
we bui l<l our people's fi.i ture,'' he 
explained. "Land and science. the 

USSISHKIN SPENOS HIS LIFE OETERMINEO 
TO RECLAIM LANO IN PALESTINE ANO 

CREATE A .JEWISH STATE. HE OIRECTS THE 
.JEWISH NATIONAL FUNO FROM 1923 UN TIL 

HIS OEATH. UNOER HIS LEAOERSHIP, .JNF 
ACQUIRES ENORM OUS TRACTS OF 
LANO THROUISHOUT THE COUNTR Y. 

material and the spiri tual , are the 
two methods by which we will 

alter the shape of our people's 
life." 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
Shortly befo re Ussishkin's death 

in I 941, his family gathered for 
his blessings on the eve ofYom 
Kippur. He turned to his 6-year-

I N 1933, USSISHKIN CELEBRATES 
HIS 70 TH BIR THOAY. 

old grandson and said, "When 

you grow up and understand 
these th ings, you wi ll learn what 
o ur generation did for Palestine, 
for our nation , for the y ishuv. Be a 
_man; you are our hope." 

Reprinted from Babag.aNewz magazine with permission 
from The AVl CHAI Foundation and Jewish Family & Life! 
Visit them online at babaganewz.com or call 800-434-
3934 to subscribe. 

This article is excerpted from "Dreamers, 
Builders, and Defenders, 1900-1948 ," a 

BabagaNewz is an award 
winning publication for 
Jewish students in 4th-7th 
grades. For more exciting 
lsrael@60 content, visi t 

babaganewz.com. 

~ J:::i.'i1.:'.;"""sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
~-"":"~ ..... 
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Jewish News Briefs 

Pe~ findings: Hindus 
outpace Jews 

NEY( YORK: American Jews earn 
more money, are better educated 
and have fewer children at home 
than the members of most other 
faiths, according to a study 
released recently by the Pew 
Forum on Religion and Public 
Life. Forty-six percent of Jews 
are earning more than $100,000 
a year and only Hindus, at 43 
percent, were above 30 percent. 
Thirty0 five percent of the Jews 
polled have earned post-graduate 
degrees; only the Hindus have 
a higher figure. Seventy-two 
percent of us have no children at 
home. OTA) 

Palestinians protest 
GAZA: Encouraged perhaps 
by their success in breaking 
through the wall that separates 
them from Egypt, the Hamas
led Palestinians in Gaza have 
tried another tactic which they 
claim is rehearsal for possible 
actions to come. A Palestinian 
protest march along the Gaza
Israel border brought several 
thousand Gazans into a human 
chain opposite border cross
ings with Israel. ·There was no 
violence and after two hours 
the protesters dispersed. But 
organizers of the chain had pre
dicted ·as many as 50,000 would 
participate and only a couple of 
thousand showed up. OTA) 

Israel may boycott 
U.N. conference 

JERUSALEM: Israel is likely to 
boycott the U. N. Conference on 
Racism, to take place in Durban, 
South Africa, next year. The last 
such conference, in 2001, was 
marked by fierce anti-Zionist 
and pro-Arab agitation. Foreign 
Minister T zipi Livni has indi
cated that iflsrael is not satisfied 
with the conference agenda, 
"Israel will not participate and 
will not give legitimacy to the 
conference, which is called 
Durban II, unless it is proven 
that the conference will not be 
used for further anti-Israel and 
anti-Semitic themes. OTA) 

Health warnings on 
mezuzot 

JERUSALEM: First it was bird 
flu, then mad cow disease, now 
the latest health scare concerns 
kissing the mezuzot that obser
vant Jews place upon their doors. 
From AssafHarofeh H zospital 
comes this solemn warning 
about the dangers posed by 
kissing a mezuzah placed on the 
door of a hospital ward. It seems 
they frequently carry germs and 
bacteria that can lead to illnesses 
such as urinary tract infections, 
intestinal upsets and skin rashes. 
The conclusions were reached 
after studying 70 mezuzot from 
different parts of the hospital. 
Though this is more serious for 
patients who may have weak-

JBrand, Alice & Olivia. LaRok. Rebecca Taylor, T-Bags . ... . . 
DON'T MISS THE EVENT OF THE SEASON .... . . 

SALE 
March 13 - 16 

30°/o - 50o/o OFF 
Cranston Location Only (directly across from Garden City) 

1000 Chapel View Blvd. , Cranston, RI 401.270.0188 

ened immune systems, visitors 
too are running a risk. The 
hospital offered no solutions for 
the problem. Perhaps a blown 
kiss might do the job but the 
subject has not been ruled on by 
any rabbinical court. OTA) 

Muslims call for closer 
ties with Jews 

LONDON: Muslim leaders in the 
United Kingdom have issued 
an unprecedented appeal to 
world Jewry for closer rela-
tions. In a letter generated by 
a Muslim-Jewish study center 
in Cambridge U.K., Muslim 
scholars acknowledged the gap 
in understanding that exists 
today between Jews and Mus
lims and asked Jewish leaders to 
help them bridge it. The letter 
notes that Judaism and Islam 
share core doctrinal beliefs, the 
most important of which is strict 
monotheism. Jonathan Sacks, 
Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, 
who apparently has seen the 
letter, is expected to respond, 
together with other Jewisl-rlead
ers, in a short while. OTA) 

·, 
Ben Gurion airport 'tops 

from check-in to gate departure. 
Ben Gurion also finished second 
in a global ranking of airports 
that handle 5 million to 15 mil
lion passengers annually. OTA) 

Medvedev expected to 
follow Putin's lead 

MOSCOW: Vladimir Putin, 
whose successor as President of 
Russia has just been elected, has 
been accused of emulating Josef 
Stalin in his accumulation of 
power and his highhanded way 
of dealing with opposition. But 
in one respect the two men differ. 
sharply. While Stalin was an 
anti-Semite and persecuted Jews, 
Putin has emerged as a supporter 
of Jewish issues and concerns. He 
has often spoken of the Jewish 
influences in his life. Speaking 
on the 60th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz, Putin 
urged other nations to consider 

the lessons learned from the 
Holocaust and warned again 
anti-Semitism, racism and xe 
phobia worldwide. His succe, 
as president, Dmitri Medvedl 
is expected to follow the sam, 
course. (Moscow Times) 

Manischewitz moviI 
NEWARK, N.J.: A potentially 
great disaster is about to befall 
the Jewish people. The Manis, 
ewitz factory in Jersey City, 
famed producers of matzah, of 
kosher wine and of all manner 
of Jewish delicacies, is moving 
its facilities to Newark. It was 
scheduled to open before Pass
over, but it is not to be. Blam
ing bad weather for the delay, 
Manischewitz says work will b, 
completed in a couple of month 
(]TA/New Jersey Jewish News) 

Compiled by Yehuda Lev 

TEL AVIV: Israel's Ben Gu~-'1 
Inrernatjonal Airport has b~ 
ranked as the best in the Middre 
East by those who use it, acc~rd
ing to the results of a 2007 
Airport Service Qyality Survey 
which tabulates passenger opin
ions on 34 airport service factors 

U.S. MUSLIMS REACH OUT TO JEWS. Members of the Islamic 
Cultural Center in New York examine a Torah at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary as part of an interfaith dialogue. (JTA 
Photo) 

New Jewish Academy of Worcester Presents 

A Concert with David Broza 
Sunday, March 30th, 2008 

7:00 p.m. 
Mechanics Hall 

321 Main Street• Worcester, MA 01608 

Silent Auction with Appetizers and Cash Bar from 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Kosher Dessert Reception with David Broza following concert 

David Broza, a famous Israeli singer/songwriter has been performing 
worldwide for over 30 years. He sings in Hebrew, Spanish, and English, has 
recently been nominated for a Goya Award in Spain, and made his debut on 
PBS in 2007. Join us for a dynamic and unforgettable performance! To 
learn more, visit David Broza's website at www.davidbroza.net. 

s 
p 
0 

$39 
$36 
$72 

Premium Seating TICKET PRICES 
General/ $18 Students with ID number 
Kosher Dessert Reception (This does NOT include a ticket) 

Brett L Malofsky WCRN830 NEWBURY Q) i;iiiMiJ N Elizabeth A. Schwartz ,,i,r ,(, , ,f'A, 
Fallon Clinic s Dr. Bernard M. Malofsky 0 Jeffrey Titus 

R 
s Sharon A. Malofsky 

l'>l lll:Ct5n". • l'll.'";r,:r,. Fred Shuster ~-...~--
John Polidori 

To Purchase Tickets, call New Jewish Academy at 508-799-7888 or log on 
to www.newjewishacademy.org or www.mechanicshall.org 

JEWISH ACADEMY 

' I \ • I t t I I ~ t I 1 
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Jewish Community Calendar 
SATURDAY 
March8 

Am David Tot Shabbat 
Celebrate with singing, dancing, 
prayers and storytelling featuring 
the PJ Library. Open to all children 
up to seven years with a parent/ 
caregiver. 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: www.templeamda-
vid.org, or call 463-7944 

Joshua Nelson, kosher gospel 
singer 
African-American Jewish musi
cian Joshua Nelson will perform 
his rousing style of kosher gospel 
at Temple Sinai in Sharon, Mass. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 25 Canton 
St., Sharon, Mass. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

COST: Tickets are $18 to $40. 

MORE INFO: (781) 784-6081 , ore-
mail office@temple_s inai.com 

SUNDAY 
March9 

Sinai Sisterhood Hamentashen 
Temple Sinai Sisterhood will join 
together for their annual morning 
of baking Hamentaschen. Bring 
dough, and Sisterhood will supply 
the fillings. 

Film Festival: Bigotry, Beauty 
and Belief 
The film, "The Powder and the 
Glory," documents the success of 
Elizabeth Arden and Helena Ru
binstein. Following the screening, 
there will be a discussion featur
ing the directors, Ann Carol Gross
man and Arnie Reisman, with 
Professor Mike Fink as moderator. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave ., Providence 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: All are welcome 

Jewish Unity Live 2008 
The Providence Community Kol
lei is hosting a "Celebration of 
Jewish Unity and Learning" at the 
Renaissance Hotel in Providence. 
The evening will honor Cynthia 
and Jeff Davis and Amy and Clay 
Seigle. 

WHERE: Renaissance Hotel, 
Providence 

WHEN:7 p.m. 

COST: Tickets are 
$36. 

MORE INFO: Call 
383-2786 

Conversation with 
the rabbi 
Share ideas with 
Rabbi Klein to help 
make Temple Ha
bonim an even more 
welcoming com
munity 

Taft Ave ., Providen ce 

WHEN: 10 a.m. - noon 

MORE INFO: Call 331-1616 

TUESDAY 
March 11 

Otzmah: A circle of strength 
An eight-week, bi -weekly support 
group for those caring for a loved 
one, led by Anita Minkin. 

WHERE: Temple Beth Shalom, 
275 Camp St., Providence 

WHEN: 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call 621 -9393 

Sex in the Suburbs: From Torah 
to Desperate Housewives 
Rabbi Peter Stein will lead a dis
cussion as part of Temple Sinai's 
East Greenwich forum. 

WHERE: At the home of one of 
temple members 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m -11 :30 a.m. 

MORE INFO: 861-8800, ext. 107 

SATURDAY 
March 15 

Kosher Wines of the World 
A wine-tasting event featuring 
30 wines from all over the globe, 
including Israel, Australia , Chile, 
Fance, and the United States. Food 
provided by Divine Providence 
Catering Services. Sponsored by 
The Wine Cellar at PHD S. 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN:8 p.m. 

COST: $36/person 

MORE INFO: Contact Jeffrey 
Ingber, 473-1358 

Auction 
Extravaganza 

Temple Torat Yisrael's 
annual community 
auction will feature 
numerous items, 
including Celt-
ics tickets and a 
Sony LCD H □TV. 

Festivities include 
hors d'oeuvres, 
wine, dessert and a 
chocolate fountain. 

WHERE: Temple 
Torat Yisrael, 330 
Park Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 8 p.m. 

Providence 

WHEN: 2 p.m. 

MORE INFO: All are we lcome 

Temple Sinai's annual Purim 
Carnival · 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave ., Cranston 

WHEN: 10:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350. 

Purim Carnival at Temple Am 
David 
Sponsored by Cranston/Warwick 
USY '· 

WHERE: Temple Am David, 40 
Gardiner St., Warwick 

WHEN: 11 :30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 463-7944 

Congregation Agudas Achim's 
Purim Carnival for all ages 
The carnival will feature new 
games and prizes, a ·food court, 
and three free game tickets for 
anyone wearing a costume. 

WHERE: Agudas Ac him, 901 
North Main Street, Attleboro, 
Mass. 

WHEN: 10 a.m. - noon 

MORE INFO: (508) 222-2243 

Temple Emanu-El's Purim 
Carnival 
Games, moonbounce, prizes, 
kosher barbecue lunch. Costumes 
encouraged. Free 

WHERE: Temple Ema nu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave ., Providence 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

WHERE: Temple 
Habonim, 165 
New Meadow 
Road, Barrington 

WHEN: 9:30-11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Call 
245-6536 

PURIM FESTIVALS, carnivals and spiels abound through
out the region. Check the calendar listings for Sunday, 
March 16, Thursday, March 20, and Friday March 21 for 

COST: $18 per 
person 

MORE INFO: 785-
1800 

WHEN: 11 :15 a.m. -1 :30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Miriam, 331-
1616, ext. 23 

MONDAY 
March 10 
Compassionate friends 
A self-help support group for 
parents who have suffered the 
death of a child will meet, spon
sored by the Greater Providence 
Area Chapter of The Compas
sionate Friends, Inc . 

WHERE: Central Congregational 
Church, 296 Angell St., Provi
dence 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Lucielle or 
Sheila at 231 -9229 

Jews, Christians and moral 
language 

OMER BARTOV, the John P. Birkelund Rabbi Asher Oser of Congre-
Distinguished Professor of European gation Beth Sholom will lead 
History and Professor of History and a discussion at the Temple 
Professor of German Studies at Brown Ema nu-El Leisure Club. Jew
University, will speak about his most ish educator Evelyn Brier 
recent book, Erased: Vanishing Traces will also speak on a separate 
of Jewish Galicia in Present-Day topic. 
Ukraine, on Thursday, March 13, at 
Temple Beth-El at 7 p.m. WHERE: Temple Ema nu-El, 99 

details. 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: RSVP to Rabbi Stein 
at 942-8350. 

THURSDAY 
March13 

Erased: Vanishing traces of 
Jewish Galicia 
Dr. Omer Bartov will lead a discus
sion of his latest book exploring 
the erasure of memory of Jewish 
culture in the Ukraine. 

WHERE: Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence 

WHEN: 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY 
March 14 

Yiddish Shmooze 
Maria Sokolsky, librarian from 
Temple Emanu-EI, will lead a Yid
dish shmooze. 

WHERE: JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave ., Providence 

The Miriam 
Hospital Women's 

Wellness Workshop 2008 
A day-long event designed to em
power women with the information 
they need to stay healthy. Morn
ing and afternoon workshops, 
with lunchtime entertainment 
featuring a performance by The 
Festival Ballet. 

WHERE: The Miriam Hospital 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 793-7484, ore-
mail mmartin@lifespan.org 

SUNDAY 
March16 
Film Festival: Bigotry, Beauty 
and Belief 
Screening the film: "Ushpizin" 
(Guests), 

THURSDAY 
March20 

Purim Spiel and Rap 
A rap telling the story of Esther 

See CALENDAR, Page 20 

Hebrew with subtitles. Film is a 
testament to the power of faith 
when unannounced visitors 
appear during the festival 
of Sukkot. 

WHERE: Temple Beth
El , 70 Orchard Ave., 

Festival Ballet's Up CLOSE on HOPE 
features six performances on March 8, 
15, 16, 22 and 29, including the world 
premiere of Israeli-ra ised choreogra
pher Avichai Scher's, "The last Dance. 
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'Up CLOSE on HOPE' features Israeli-raised choreographer, Avichai Scher 
Scher will premiere 
his work, 'The Last 

Dance,' at the Festival 
Ballet Company series 

B Y NANCY SLACK 

Special To 1he Voice & Herald 

IT'S EASY to imagine 
Israeli-born dancer and 
choreographer Avichai 
Scher in 1-)is favorite role · 

of"Puck" from A M idsummer 
Night's Dream: As he talks 
about his love of ballet in an 
interview with 1he Voice & 
Herald, his deep black eyes, 
made even mo.re expressive 
by thick, long eyelashes, open 
wide, and his mouth curls 
into a big, infectious smile. 

Photo by Marc Fleisher 
Scher is here in Rhode Island 

as guest choreographer for the 
Up CLOSE on HOPE series 
at The Festival Ballet in Provi
dence. The series, which will 
feature six performances on 
M arch 8, 15, 16, 22 and 29, 
will include the world premiere 
of Scher's "The Last Dance." 

AVICHAI SCHER, left, guest choreographer for The Festival Ballet's 'Up CLOSE on HOPE' seri es, rehearses t he dancers right. 

Today, at 23, Scher is a 
dynamic dance professional, 
having begun his career at the 
age of 16 . He's been trav
eling the country and the 
world ever since, working in 
California, Boston, M ass., 

Florida, Oklahoma, Ireland 
and Canada. H e currently 
maintains dual residences 
- one in Vancouver, where 
he dances with Ballet Brit-
ish Columbia, and one in New 
York City, where his mother 
lives, and where he was born. 

Scher was raised in a Jewish 
Orthodox community in Israel, 
his entire family having moved 
there when Avi was very young. 
He took ballet lessons in Israel 

Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 
110 Sessions Street 
Pro~idenc:e. RI oi~ 
4Ql.~0956 
~bjf!ri.oig 

A p.irtner agency of the 
Jewish Fedcr.ition of Rhode Island 

and credits his South African 
teacher, Yvonne Narunski, 
with directing his talent toward 
the success he now enjoys. 

"There wasn't too much 
acceptance for a boy taking 
ballet in an Orthodox com
munity," Scher said . "Yet, being 
in Israel was good for me. In 
Israel, I was the special thing." 

When he came back to New 
York City, Scher continued, 
"I was confronted with a huge 

school and many tale!]ted danc
ers. My Israeli experience taught 
me that doing what you want to 
do doesn't come easily." Scher's 
fami ly had chosen to move back 
to New York City so he could 
have the opportunity to pursue 
a professional career in ballet. 

Scher sits cross-legged on 
the plush, deep red couch in 
the cluttered back room of The 
Festival Ballet on Hope Street 
in Providence. Dancers and 

staff walk in and out. Scher 
elaborates on his career: The 
jazzy ballet he performed with 
the Ballet British Columbia, 
Elemental Brubeck, and his time 
with the Carolina Ballet in 1he 
Nutcracker. H e has also appeared 
in the Joffrey Ballet and at 
Jacob's Pillow in Massachusetts, 
where he received the Lorna 
Strassler Excellence Award. 

The life of a professional 

See UP CLOSE, Pag e 32 

The Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island 

is pleased to announce 
the l aunch of our newly redesigned website 

http://www.bjeri.org 
Visit us onllne today and you'll find: 

• current press releases 
• our agency calendar of events 
• onllne donation functionality 
• updates on our newest resources 
• an e-newsletter subscription link 
• applications and forms for BJE/RI programs 
• a complete list of BJE/RI affiliated schools 
• the latest information on BJE/RI programs and services 
• and so much more! 



--i•X•1•-._ ____________________________ _ Jewish Voice & Herald March 7, 2008 PAGE 17 

'Taunt-alizing' treats for Purim 
B v M ARYLYN G RAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org HAMENTASHEN, 
variously called 
Haman's ears or 
Haman's hat, is 

our most usual and traditional 
of Purim goodies. However, 
leafing through my Cookbook of 
the fews of Greece (by Nicholas 
Stavroulakis; Cadmus Press) I 
discovered that the Greek Jews 

, are especially inventive when it 
comes to denigrating H aman. So 
I'm going to pass on recipes fo r 
H aman's feet, his teeth and last 
but fa r from least, H aman's fle!!_s. 

flAMANTASHEN 

(See below for Haman's feet.} 

This is my trad itional 
hamantashen recipe which 
can be shaped as you wish. 

I NGREDIENTS FOR DOUGH: 

3/4 cup sugar 
2 cups sifted flour 
2 tsps. baking powder 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 stick butter or 

parve margarine 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
2 Tblsps. orange juice 

M ETHOD: 

Sift the dry ingredients into 
a bowl. Work the butter or 
margarine in by hand until 
blended. Add the egg and orange 
juice, mixing to form a smooth 
dough. Form into a ball, wrap 
in plastic wrap and chill in . 
refrigerator for at least an hour. 

I NGREDIENTS FOR FILLING 

(for variety, you can make 
a half recipe of each.) 

2 cups pitted prunes or apricots 
3 Tblsps. orange juice 
1 Tblsp. lemon juice 
1/2 cup honey 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
Combine all in a saucepan 

and cook over low heat until 
th ickened and fr uit is very 

soft (Apricots will take longer 
than prunes.) Mash. Cool. 

Roll out dough to about 
1/ 8 inch thick and cut into 
rounds 3 to 4 inches, depend
ing on how large you want to 
make your hamentashen. 

Place a spoonful of filling 
on dough, bring up three sides 
to form a triangle with a small 
opening in the center so the 
filling just peeks out, pinch 
dough together well so it won't 
open. (If necessary, moisten 
your fi nger or a small brush with 
water and run it around the outer 
edge of dough round.) Place 
on a greased baking sheet and 
bake at 350 degrees for about 20 
minutes until lightly browned. 
Re-roll dough and repeat until 
all is used. Sprinkle with pow
dered sugar; makes about 30. 

If you like the traditional 
poppy filli ng, my advice 
is to buy it in a can. 

Now FOR HAMAN'S FEET 

This is a great Purim break
fast. Hard-boil as many eggs as 
you want to make feet. Leave 
shells on. Cool. Roll dough into 
ropes about half-inch thick and 
wrap around eggs a few times 
to form a foot shape. Brush 

dough with a little beaten egg. 
Bake as above. Sprinkle with 
powdered sugar. You can also 
make these with challah dough. 

H AMAN'S FLEAS 

(Also his bedbugs, carpen
ter ants and any other insects 
you would like to inflict.) 

I NGREDIENTS 

1 SPP sesame or poppy 
seeds or a mixture 

1 cup honey 
1 cup sugar 
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 cup slivered almonds 

METHOD 

In a large, heavy-bottomed 
frying pan, toast the seeds and 
nuts lightly unti l they begin to 
brown and pop. Watch carefu lly 
and stir, as this takes just a couple 
of minutes. Remove from heat. 

In a separate saucepan, mix 
honey, sugar and cinnamon. 
Bring to a boil, stirring. Turn 
heat down to medium-low 
and cook until it forms a thick 
syrup that will coat the back of 
a spoon, (220 degrees F. on a 
candy thermometer). Lower heat 
immediately, stir in seeds and 

See TREATS, Page 29 

Fine Wines 
Beers & Spirits 

& a Full Selection of 
Kosher Wines 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING •• . 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

8 0 6 Hope St reet • Providence 
Phone: 401-42 1-5760 

w w 
~ 
~ 

w w 
~ 
~ 
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~ 
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If you're not eating 
CASERTA's you're 
not eating pizza! 

51·00 OFF 

A Rhode Island Tradition for over SO years 
Parking available 

TAKE OUT 272-3618 or 621-3618 or 621-9190 

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE 
Monday-Friday Only* 

ANY BREAKFAST ITEM 
or ANY LUNCH ITEM 

BREAKFAST 
M·F 8 AM - 11:30 

LUNCH 12-5 

Caffe Dolce Vita 331-8240 .... 

~ 
~ m 
m 
~ 
~ m 
m 
~ 
~ m 
m 

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 

PROVENDER 
A Ko s h e r Caterin g Co mp any 

Passover Menu & pick-ups now available! 
¼ww.ProvenderKosherCatering.com 

781.87 1.1364 
info® Provender KosherCatering.com 

WATERMAN 
G RILL E 

WIN T ER WA R MER 

3-CDURS E MENU 

SERVED SU N DAY · T HUR S DAY 

$19.95 

Open 7 days a week for Dinner 
& Brunch on Sundays 

FOUR RICHMOND S~UARE , PROVIDENCE 

TEL: 401-521-9229 I WATERMANGRILLE.COM 

--·--- .......... .. . . .. .. .. ,1 . . .. ... .. .. ... . 

-
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Cars go vegan as veggie oils replace diesel 

B Y MARY K ORR ------------

mkorr@jfri.org 

For some diesel car 
and truck owners, 
gassing up means 
going to a local res

taurant for waste cooking oil, 
also known by its acronym 
WCO, or just plain greasal. 

The development of alterna
tive fuels is a growing business, 
with rising fuel costs weekly, 
concern over dependence on 
foreign oil and carbon emissions. 

For Justin Carven of East
hampton, Mass., this trend has 
turned into a "green" business. 
H e is the inventor of Grease-
car Vegetable Fuel Systems 
(www.greasecar.com), which 
his company sells as a kit that 
is installed and allows them 

'Sales have soared 
since Carven opened 

his Greasecar 
business in 2001.' 

particularly in cold weather when 
vegetable oil tends to thicken. 
H eat exchangers in the grease 
tank warm up the veggie oil 
(which must be pre-filtered) and 
thin it out so it can be injected 
into the engine, by using a 
switch on the dashboard. 

The veggie oil must be 
flushed out of the engine 
before it cools down, other
wise fuel lines will clog. 

Leave it to the left side of 
the country; in San Francisco, 
a web site run by its Publ ic 
Utilities Commission states 

to run on vegetable oil. (Note: 
non-hydrogenated is better than 
hydrogenated oils, so think 
Asian and upscale restaurants for 
the leanest and cleanest running 
oils. A thought: will we need to 
check the cholesterol levels of 
our vegan cars during tune-ups?) 

A mini car which runs on vegetable oil, being revamped by Greasecar. It was displayed at the Boston 
Going Green Expo show held in February. 

it will collect waste vegetable 
oil for its fleet of cars. 

CaJled SF Greasecycle 
(Sfgreasecycle.org), the pro
gram is collecting WCO from 
city restaurants and recycling 
it into biodiesel, for its fleet. Carven fi rst became inter

ested in the idea while a stu
dent at Hampshire College in 
Amherst, Mass., when he and 
two other students converted 
a tractor at the school farm by 
modifying the engine's fuel 
system and constructing the 
parts and accessories needed. 

H e notes on his web site, 
greasecar.com, that the con
cept hearkens back to Rudolph 
Diesel, who invented the 
diesel engine in the 1890s 
and demonstrated his diesel 
engine at the 1900 Paris World 
Fair running on peanut oil. 

Sales have soared since Carven 
opened his Greasecar business 
in 2001. The company has sold 
thousands of the conversion kits. 

There are a growing number of 
similar companies nationwide. 
Prices range anywhere from 
about $500 for the kit alone 
and about a thousand dollars 
and up with insta11ation. Most 
of the conversions have been 
done to Volkswagens and older 
Mercedes (post-warranty) and 
domestic pick-up trucks. 

The veggie oil conversion 
kit does not replace the diesel 

RICAN 
• • AUTO TRANSPORTERS, INC. 

1033 Turnpike St., Rte. 138 • Canton, MA 02021-9840 

Snowbirds: 
- Mig ; rill I I 

Go our way insteadl 

DAILY TRIPS 
TO NEW ENGLAND 

RELIABLE, CONVENIENT 
ODOR-TO-ODOR 

DELIVERY ANYWHERE 

GUARANTEED PRICES 
What We Quote 

is What 
You Pay! 

FULLY INSURED, 
Licensed 

and Bonded 

we Ship To Canada Save S25.00 on Internet order 
1-800-800-2580 www.shipcar.com 

engine. The kit houses a second
ary fuel tank, filter, and fuel 
lines. The vehicle starts up and 
turns off using the diesel engine, 

Roger Williams cooks up 
new idea in transportation 

School shuttle runs on canola oil 
BvMARYLYN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org 

BRISTOL - Roger Williams 
University is following in the 
footsteps (or is it tire treads?) 
of its illustrious namesake, 
pioneering an alternate way of 
fueling transportation. Due to 
the efforts of the university's 
Recycling and Sustainabil-
ity Committee, co-chaired 
by Scott Yonan, a converted 
1997 Ford F350 16-passen
ger van is circling the scenic 
campus daily, transporting 
students to their classes, dorms 
and the local supermarket, 
using recycled cooking oil 
as fuel. If you happen to be 
on campus and get a sudden 
yen for French fries, due to 
a delicate, suggestive scent 
in the air, that is the cause. 

The oil (canola) comes from 
the Dining Commons after 
being used for frying, is then 
filtered twice, before and 
after use as fuel. Except for 
small amounts of diesel fuel 
to heat the oil at the begin
ning and end of running the 
engine, the use of petroleum 
has dropped to less than 10 
percent, as the van runs 100 
percent with the cooking oil. 

Yonan, who works in the 
office of the president, said 
that the committee has been 
working on ideas for a "green" 
vehicle for about two years. 
They got in touch with Mark 
Howards, of Sharon, Mass., 
whose company, AltEnergy 
Oasis, specializes in engines 
that run on alternative fuels. 

See FRYING, Page 20 
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Buying a used car online? Here are some helpful tips 
The Internet has opened up new options and choices, but caution is still good advice 

BY D ONALD BRICHTA 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald TH E TEEN-aged 
son wanted a car. 
He did not have a 
license yet, but he 

really wanted his own car. 
He was going to use his own 

money ... or at least the money 
that he had invested since he 
became a bar mitzvah. That 
meant he had to live within 
a tight budget and it meant 
he had to buy a used car. 

When his father bought his 
first car at about the same age 
(and using the same invested 
money from his bar mitz
vah), there were exactly two 
choices: go to a dealer or read 
the newspaper classified ads. 

Those choices remain today, 
but the Internet provides a 
whole new option that opens up 
more choices, more informa
tion and a wider search area. 

Buying a car on the Inter
net starts a lot like any other 
on-line purchase. But the 
inherent nature of a used car 
purchase requires more time, 
patience and care than buying 
a book from Amazon.com or 
a computer part on eBay. 

Buying from a private seller 
will usually save you money, b\lt 
it carries more risk. We were 
knowledgeable enough, and 
backed by our local mechanic, 
so we went this route. 

We found the best source 
for used cars from private 
sellers is www.craigslist.com. 
Craigslist has local listings 
for all sorts of items and ser
vices in 450 cities or regions, 
including Providence and 
Southeastern Massachusetts . 

Lesson 1: Apply the same 
caution to buying a car online 
that you would if buying 
through a classified ad. Even 
if there's a pretty picture of a 
gleaming car on the site, you 
need to check it out in person. 
We drove down to Warwick 
to check out a 1996 Honda 
Accord that was described on 
craigslist in glowing terms. 
You'd have thought the thing 
had barely been driven. 

When we got there for a test 
drive, the owner was waiting 
for us in the parking lot of the 
apartment house, but seemed 
confused as to which car we 
came to look at, as if he were 
selling several. He located the 
right car, and when we got it, 
we knew immediately it was 
trouble. Several parts of the 
interior were different colors, an 
armrest came loose upon being 
touched and the radio didn't fit 
well in the dash. The car felt 
like it was fresh off the "chop 
shop" floor, and smelled like 

stale beer. We drove it once 
around the parking lot, 
thanked the guy and left. 

Some dealers use craig
slist for free advertising, 
but clearly state they are 
dealers. We found, though, 
many private parties who 
were in the business of 
selµng cars as a part-time 
business. How can you 
tell? Ask detailed ques
tions on the phone. Find 
out if the car is registered. 
If not, it is most likely 
someone trying to quickly 
flip a car they bought at 
a wholesale auction. 

The anonymous nature 
of the Internet makes it a 
prime market for fraud. I 
found a late model Toyota 
Celica, with low mile-
age, in perfect condition. 
The listing had photos, a 
VIN number and a price 
that was simply too low 
to be true. I immediately 
e-mailed the seller and 
quickly received a reply 
that bore all the signs of 

A TEEN-AGER AND HIS CAR. If you are the teen-ager, you don't want to do research. You want to drive. And, 
you want to look. The parents, though, appreciate learning about reliability, features, options, prices and all 
those other reasonable things. 

a fraud. The seller was in 
Scotland, but needed to sell the 
car quickly because she needed 
the money. I would not be able 
to see the car (which she claimed 
was in Connecticut) until after 
I paid money into an escrow 
account. She would not leave a 
phone number. I later found the 
exact car on eBay for $8,000 
more - exactly what the car 
should have been selling for. The 
scammer had taken the eBay 
photos and listing and turned 
them into her own listing - and 
then posted the car for sale 
on dozens of craigslist sites. 

Craigslist is vigilant about 
seeking out these scams and 
deletes listings as fast as it learns 
about them. This is craigslist 
advice to recognize scams: 

Most scams involve one 
or more of the following: 

inquiry from someone 
far away, often in 
another country 
Western Union, Money 
Gram, cashier's check, 
money order, shipping, 
escrow service, or 
a «guarantee" 
inability or refusal to 
meet face-to-face before 
consumating transaction 

Do YOUR RESEARCH 

There is so much informa
tion on cars available online, 
it is hard to recommend where 
to start. There are consumer 
sites, chat rooms, paid sites, 
dealer sites. Visit a lot of them. 
Be discerning. And don't be 
surprised to find completely 
conflicting advice. Google 
"used cars" and you get 64 

million Web sites to choose 
from, including a simple search 
function that will find cars of 
a par-ticular make or model 
near any address you select. 
If you are the teen-ager, 

you don't want to do research. 
You want to drive. And, you 
want to look. The parents, 
though, appreciate learn-
ing about reliability, features, 
options, prices and all those 
other reasonable things. 

NARROW YOUR SEARCH 

Every Web portal (Yahoo, 
MSN, AOL, Comcast) has an 
"Auto" feature that includes 
links to information on cars. We 
relied heavily on two long-time 
standards in the used car busi
ness to narrow the search and 
get a good handle on prices. 

Edmunds (www.edmunds. 
com) and Kelly Blue Book 
(www.kbb.com) are competitors 
that provide similar informa
tion on car values. You enter the 
make and model of the car and 
the Web sites return the value 
based on factors that include 
mileage, condition, location 
and whether it is a trade-in, 
retail sale or dealer sale. These 
are excellent price ranges to 
start negotiating and to see if 
the seller has priced the car 
properly. Of course, the seller 
has access to the same infor
mation. We found one seller 
was asking the "dealer sale" 
price, which was Sl,500 more 
than the private party price. 

GET A RELIABLE MECHANIC 

Before you make the first call, 
you should speak to an auto 

mechanic you trust. They can 
tell you which cars they recom
mend (most will say Toyota or 
Honda, which is one reason 
those brands have high resale 
values). For a fee, they also will 
go over the car and look for 
expensive problems like oil leaks, 
transmission problems or failing 
exhaust systems. Expect to pay 
$20 or more for this service. 

Lesson 2: Even if the car 
looks great, drives great and 
comes from a loving home, get 
it checked out. The 1995 Accord 
we checked out in Westerly 
was really impressive. But the 
owner did not want to let us 
drive it back to our mechanic 
to check out. Undeterred, we 
found a mechanic in Westerly 
who was happy to have our 
business. As soon as we tried 
to pin down the seller on get
ting the car to the mechanic, 
he made all sorts of excuses. 
Despite the great price, we had 
to pass it up. It showed us the 
importance of getting a used 
car checked out by a mechanic 
before committing to it. 

DON'T BE PUT OFF BY DISTANCE 

The Internet does not care 
about distance. Be prepared to 
drive an hour or more if you 
find a good deal. Most Web 
sites allow you to specify the 
distance from your Zip code 
that you are willing to drive. 
Smaller, suburban or rural 
areas may provide a value that 
you cannot find near a city 
with a lot of potential buyers. 

CHECK LOTS OF WEB SITES 

While we liked craigslist, 

we went to a lot of Web sites. 
The Providence Journal site, 
www.projo.com, includes both 
classified ads from the news
paper and Web-only ads. 

Other sites to consider: 
www.autotrader.com, www. 
cars.com and www.eBay.com. 
Most of these sites provide 
links to dealers, but there are 
some private sellers as well. All 
allow you to refine the search 
to make, model, price, options 
or distance from any Zip code. 

Ebay's site is especially 
friendly. It includes specs, 
photos, ratings, reviews and 
price research, including pend
ing and completed sales at eBay. 

GET A CAR HISTORY 

For between $8 and $25 
(with huge savings for multiple 
or unlimited reports), you can 
get a history of the car. These 
reports detail who owned the 
car, odometer mileage, insur
ance claims and manufacturer 
recalls. They are not, however, 
comprehensive mechanical 
reports of a specific car. They 
tell you if a car was in a major 
accident, but not if the exhaust 
system has a leak. Among the 
major sites are www.carfax. 
com and www.autocheck.com. 

Using craigslist, we found a 
Toyota Celica (a very popular 
model because of its reliability 
and good looks) from a private 
owner 20 miles away. We had it 
checked by two mechanics - a 
major retail chain near the seller 
and our own mechanic. Both 
identified problems that allowed 
us to negotiate a lower price. 
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Weekly Trips To and From Florida!!! 
♦ Company-owned equipment 

♦ Fully insured 
♦ Door-to-door service available 

♦ Satellite tracking 

Call for a FREE price quote! 
888-761-6778 

24 Rice St., So. Attleboro, MA 02703 
On Mass. - RI Line 

sl't/i 

-":STOP 
OVERPAYING 

FOR AUTO 
INSURANCE 

• 
THE EGIS GROUP 

Insurance • Pension • Employee Benefits 
Lloyd's, London, Correspondents 

CA LL R.OY Fl NKELMAN AT274-0303 X114 
FOR. A FR.EE Q1JOTE FR.OM OUR.NEW SPECIAL PR.OGRAM! 

81 S. ANGELL STRUT· PROVIDENCE· 274-0303 · EGISGROUPCOM 

TONY IS BACK! • 
Your q;fty family;;; shop a 

~ 

BARBER SHOP ~ 
74S East Avenue (at Hope St.), Pawtucket 

APPOINTMENTS - 729-5229 

~ I 

FRYING: Oil fuels green campus van at RWU 

From Page 18 

The initial cost was about 
Sl0,000 including a pumping 
statioq and Howards' fee, but the 
conversion kit was only about 
$3,000, so that retrofitting more 
vehicles would be much cheaper, 
and rapidly pays for itsel£ 

Cost of the previous fud, 
diesel, would be about $8,000 
this year, but dropped to a few 
hundred with cooking oil. Most 
of the work of conversion was 
done by university mechanics. 

Howards started by converting 
automobiles but has expanded 
to restaurants and trucks capable 
of collecting the oil. He distrib-

utes the conversion kits and has 
done a project for H arvard. H e 
comments that it's a shame that 
most used oil is shipped out of 
the country for non-fuel uses. 
He said it was a pleasure to work 
with Roger Williams as they 
had the enthusiasm to go ahead. 

Brian Clark, university 
spokesman, is excited about 
the project. He mentioned that 
they are considering expanding 
to more vehicles, limited only 
by the quantity of cooking oil 
available; (not that the univer
sity is pressing students to eat 
more fries). Yonan suggested 
that Chinese restaurants might 
be a possible source of oil. 

"Cost of diesel, 
would be about 

$8,000 this year, but 
has dropped to a few 

hundred." 

So far, Roger Williams is the 
only institution in the state to 
have such a project; there are just 
a handful around the country. 
All involved agree that it is a 
resounding success and that 
there are great opportunities 
out there for this technology. 

Jewish Community Calendar 
From Page 15 

and Haman's tsuris, with haman
toshen and groggers. 

WHERE: Temple Habonim, 165 
New Meadow Road, Bar
rington, RI 

WHEN: 6:15 PM 

MORE INFO: Call 245-6536 

Adoption Options meeting 
A free informational session 
for those considering adoption 
and interested in hearing about 
available options. Licensed adop
tion workers will be available to 
provide information and answer 
questions. 

WHERE: Jewish Family Service, 
959 North Main St., Provi
dence. 

WHEN: 6-7 p.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Peg Boyle at 
401-331 -5437, or visit www. 
AdoptionOptions.org. 

FRIDAY 
March21 

Sinai Shabbat service 
Temple Sinai Sisterhood will lead 
their Annual Shabbat Service in 
the Main Sanctuary. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai, 30 Hagen 
Ave., Cranston 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

MORE INFO: 942-8350 

Peking Purim Celebration 
Bang out Haman during the 
Megillah reading, then enjoy a 
full buffet dinner of Asian delica
cies. Comedy, magic and balloon 
sculptures by Tommy James. 

WHERE: Chabad Chai Center 
of West Bay, 3871 Post Road, 
Warwick 

WHEN: 3:30 p.m. 

COST: Donation for adults, $18, 
for kids, $9, for families $54 

MORE INFO: 884-7888, or www. 
JewishRl.com 

SATURDAY 
March22 

Dinner, auction and raffle 
The South County Hebrew School 
and Congregation Beth David are
sponsoring their 4th Annual Dinner, 
Auction and Raffle, catered by 
Amati Catering. 

WHERE: The Village Inn, 1 Beach 
Street, Narragansett, 

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. 

COST: $36 per person 

MORE INFO: Call 952-5807 

March23 

JCCRI music event 
Jewish Music Festival presents 
Fishel Bresler 

WHERE: Temple Shalom, 223 Val
ley Rd ., Middletown 

WHEN:4p.m. 

COST: $5/JCCRI and Temple 
Shalom members, $8/general 
audience 

MORE INFO: 861-8800 ext. 108 

Abraham's and Sarah's Tent 
Three-part series will conclude 
with "Gay and Lesbian Encoun
ters with the Jewish Community," 
with JCCRI Executive Director 
Kevin Olson moderating the 
discussion. 

WHERE: Temple Sinai in Cran
ston 

WHEN: 11 a.m. 

MORE INFO: Call Sue Suls at 
(401)861-8800, ext. 108 

Nicole Katzman's Kindergar
ten class at Temple Emanu-EI 
baked Hamantashen for Purim 
on March 2. Nicole Katzman 
read the Story of Queen Esther 
and reviewed how and why we 
celebrate the holiday of Purim. 
Parents Nancy Bloch, mother 
of Sam, Shari Elice, mother of 
Dora and Robin Kaplan, mother 
of Aaron, taught the children 
how to flatten dough and fill 
it with jelly or chocolate chips. 
Nancy Bloch's Grandma, Sadie 
Fein, nicknamed Grandma "Tex" 
taught the children how to 
shape the dough into perfect 
triangles like Haman's hat. 
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KASHRUT: A list of acceptable hechsheringauthorities is offered 
From Page 1 

of Federations and affiliated 
organizations, Levin said. 

The proposed policy offers 
guidelines for serv-

an establishment or caterer 
under rabbinic supervision. 

• Dairy and pareve food may be 
served if the caterer or establish-

pure spices, unflavored black 
tea, pure coffee and soft drinks 
do not require certification. 

• Food must be cooked on days 

ing kosher food 
at events open to 
the wider Jewish 
community. It also 
seeks to address 

"The proposal is a working model 
for community organizations but 

not a halakhic model." 

other than Shabbat and 
be purchased or delivered 
on days other than Shab
bat and Jewish holidays. 

• Use disposable uten
sils and plates if not under 
rabbinic supervision. the sometimes 

tricky gray areas, 
such as Federa-
tion events held at 

Rabbi Amy Levin 
Temple Torat Yisrael 

private homes 
or commercial 
venues, and outreach events, 
where the Federation seeks 
to involve Jewish community 
members who have not previously 
been or are minimally involved 
in the Jewish community. 

It also lists acceptable 
hechshering authorities. 

Among the basic guide
lines proposed are: 

• Any meat meal must 
be catered in its entirety by 

ment is certified kosher by one of 
the hechshering authorities listed. 
Packaged food must carry an 
approved hechsher. Baked goods 
must come from establishments 
under rabbinic supervision. 

• Uncooked fruit and veg
etables may be served. All 
salad ingredients and dressings 
should be checked by a reli
able authority to ensure they 
are kosher. Eggs, salt, sugar, 

Federation board 
members are now con
sidering the proposal and 
will discuss it further at 
the next board meeting. 

The bottom line is thjs: Check 
with your rabbi, or for further 
guidance with Rabbi Levin or 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin ofTemple 
Emanu-El; both have received 
trruning in kashrut supervision 
through the Rav Hamachshir 
program of the Jewish Theologi
cal Seminary of America and the 
Rabbinical Assembly (RA). 

Kosher becomes 'cool' 
Bv MARYLYN GRAFF 

mgrajf@jfri.org 

DID YOU KNOW 
that Wal-Mart 
carries kosher 

products in 700 of its stores 
around the United States? 

According to Menachim 
Lubinsky, editor-in-chlef of 
Kosher Today, a publication 
for kosher food and beverage 
professionals, "llis is a 
sign of just how far kosher 
has come." In Chlna, he 
says, there are 1,000 plants 
producing kosher foods, leading 
to issues of monitoring for 
safety as well as kashrut. 

Lubinsky projects that by 
2010, there will be 14 milljon 
regular kosher consumers, 45 
million potential consumers 
of kosher products, $40 billfon 
spent on all kosher-certified 
products and 150,000 packaged 

goods certified kosher. 
Every year for the past 

20 years, there has been an 
international Kosherfest in New 
York City, a gjant convention of 
purveyors of kosher products. 
In 2007 there were nearly 
6,000 exhlbitors from 15 
countries displaying certified 
kosher products and offering 
kosher industry education. 

Here in Rhode Island 
and nearby Massachusetts, 
as demand increases, 
supermarkets are edgjng their 
way into kosher products. 

Shaw's Market in Barrington 
is a case in point. They have 
carried packaged, canned 
and frozen kosher products 
for some time but have only 
recently begun carrying kosher 
fresh meats and poultry. 

These are distributed from 
the Aaron kosher meat packers 

in Iowa, arriving at the store 
carefully prepackaged and 
certified kosher. The selection 
consists of chlcken parts, 
ground beef, some steaks and 
stew be~f and ground turkey. 
It takes up a small part of the 
meat case. Whole turkeys and 
chickens and some prepared 
foods such as soups are 
available in the freezer case. 

The East Side Marketplace 
in Proyjdence, an independent 
market, has one day a week for 
fresh kosher meats, supervised 
by the Rhode Island VAAD. 
They present a selection of beef, 
veal, lamb, and poultry. There 
are freshly cooked foods as well. 
They also carry frozen poultry 
every day, as well as soups 
and prepared frozen meals, 
along with a good selection of 
packaged kosher products. 

Other chrun markets, such as 
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Kashrut supervising agencies 

TH E FOLLOWING 
list of kashrut supems

ing agencies and individual 
authorities are endorsed by 
a majority of the members 
of the R.I. Board of Rabbis. 

@ 

(Note: There are members 
of the Board of Rabbis who 
endorse different standards; 
it is always appropriate to 
consult your rabbi about 
questions of kashrut.) 

® 
(.;;\ 
~ 

TI,e Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations, 

New York, NY. Rabbi 
Henachem Genack, 

The Organized Kashrvs 
Laboratories, Brooklyn, 

NY Rabbi Don Yoel Levy, 
Kashrus Administrator; 

Kash rut commission of 
Greater Hartford, West 

Hartford, CT 
Rabbi Ylt.zchak Adler 

Rabbinic Administrator. 

Chh::•go Rabbln lcal 
coundl, Chlugo, IL 

Rabbl Sholem Flshbane, 
Kashruth Administrator ; 

• sta,.K• Kosher 
Certrrlcallon, Baltimore, 

MO 

Vaad Harabonlm (Vaad 
Hakashrus) of 

Mas.sachus;etts, Boston, 
HA Rabbi Abraham 
Halbnnger, Rabbinic 

Administrator. 

Rabbi Mosh e Heinemann, 
Rabbin ic A.dml!ltstrator; 

• KOF· K~ Kosher 
Supervision, Teaneck, NJ 

Rabbi Aharon Felder, 
Rhode Island, 
Providence, RI 

Kashrus Counc:11 of 
canada, Toronto, O,llarlo 

Rabbi Mordechal Levin, 
Ell:ecutfye Director; 

Standards; 
Dr. Steven Schechter 

President 

TH E FOLLOWING 
members of the RI Board 

of Rabbis have received post
ordination trruning in kashrut 
supervision through the Rav 
Hamachsir program of The 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America and the Rab
binical Assembly. Their kosher 

the Stop & Shop on Route 6 in 
Seekonk are also participating 
in the increase of interest in 
kosher products. Most of these 
stores display their kosher 
foods in the "ethnic" rusles. 

Whole Foods, which has two 
stores in Providence and one 
in Cranston, carries packaged 
and canned kosher products 
shelved with the non-kosher 
goods. They carry some 
specialty breads, including 
organic kosher challah, as well 
as cook;es and pre-packaged 
kosher whole chlckens in a 
case wjth other poultry. 

All of the stores "beef 
up" their kosher lines of 
foods for Passover, Rosh 
Hashanah and Hanukkah. 

There used to be a kosher 
market in Cranston, Fred 

supervision is recognized 
by a majority of members of 
the R.l. Board of Rabbis: 

• Rabbi Amy Levin 
of Temple Torat 
Yisrael, Cranston 

• Rabbi Wayne Franklin, 
Temple Emanu-
El, Providence 

Spigel's Kosher Meat Market 
and Delitizer, owned most 
recently by Bernard Spigel until 
he retired, and who died within 
the past month. The business 
still operates in Peabody, 
Mass., run by hls nephew 
Todd Leyjne, who is the fourth 
generation in the business. He 
says that he has a number of 
regular customers from Rhode 
Island, to whom he delivers 
once a month. He is certified 
by the Orthodox Council 
of Greater Boston and has 
a mashgiach on the premises 
at all times. They also cook 
foods daily. When asked about 
any non-Jewish customers 
Levine says that they tend 
to be people who grew up 
in Jewish neighborhoods. 

EXHIBIT: Difficulties in telling of an 'invisible history' of persecution 

From Page 11 

themselves, because their main 
concern was the propagation 
of the "Aryan" race. They 
created the Reich Central 
Office for Combating Abor
tion and H omosexuality in 
936, demonstrating the link 
etween homosexuaJ;ty and 

~bortion in the Nazi mentality. 
oth were seen as detrimental 

.o the German birthrate. 
The Nazis arrested 
proximately 100,000 men 
der Paragraph 175 of the 

criminal law code which 
outlawed homosexual-
ity. Of those approximately 
50,000 were convicted and 
spent time in prisons. 

Richard Grune, who trained 
at the Bauhaus School in 
Weimar under Paul Klee 
and Wasily Kandinsky, was 
arrested in 1934, turned in 
by a German princess, who 
turned out to be an undercover 
agent. He spent one year in 
prison, over two years in the 
Sachsenhausen concentration 

camp and from 1940-1945 in 
the Flossenbi.irg camp. He cre
ated a series oflithographs of 
images from the camps, which 
are included in the exhibition. 

Phillips decided to conclude 
the exhibition with images 
of monuments to gay victims 
such as a one at Nollendorf
platz, Berlin-Schiineberg built 
in 1989, which reads: "beaten 
to death, silenced to death." 

A memorial in Frankfurt, 
"Angel," is welded from broken 
pieces of a church. Phillips 

concluded that creating thls 
exhibi~ion had deeply affected 
his life, and he asked that 
everyone in the audience do 
something to fight against 
injustice and persecution. 

The URI Gallery is the 
22nd venue for the exhibition, 
the museum's most successful 
traveling exhibition to date. It 
is sponsored by the URI Fine 
Arts Center Galleries; Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgen
der Center; Hillel; Office of 
the Vlce President for Student 

Affairs; and the Holocaust 
Education and Resource 
Center of Rhode Island. It 
will continue through March 
29. For further informa
tion and gallery hours, go to 
www.uri.edu/artgalleries. 

Aliso11 Rose is a part-time 
faculty member in the his
tory department at the 
Providence campus of the 
University of Rhode Island. 
She is also chair of 1he Voice 
& Herald's Editorial Board. 
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MEMORIES PAST 

In celebration of Jewish veterans of Rhode Island 
Post 23 is 

80 years old 
BY GERALDINE S. FOSTER 

Special to Ihe Voice & Herald 

DAVID Charak Adel
man was the founder 
and first president 
of the Rhode Island 

Jewish Historical Association. 
He also served as our first 
editor and main contributor 

Photos courtesy of RIJHA 

of articles to the first two vol
umes of Rhode Island Jewish 
Historical Notes. Adelman's 
earliest articles were actually 
notes, nuggets derived from his 
vast research of colonial peri
odicals and archival materials. 
He looked for information not 
generally found in history books. 
He culled immigration records, 
city directories, and charters 
issued by the General Assembly 
to document the Jewish presence 
in Providence and nearby Paw
tucket before the 20th century. 

This photograph was taken on Nov. 11 , 1951 , at the dedicat ion by the Jew ish War Veterans of Memo
rial Cemetery in Lincoln Park Cemetery in Warwick. From left are Esmond 5. Borod, Will iam Boslovitz, 
Unknown, Robert Shaffer, Maurice B. Cohen, Jack Jenkin, Sidney Long, Gordon Schieffer, Unknown 
Paul J. Robin, David Baratz, Rabbi Abraham Chill, James Jenkin, Donald A. Cohen, Saul Weinbaum, 
Morris Klein , and Philip Rosenfield. 

Among Adelman's nuggets: 
Two Jews from Rhode Island 
served in the French and Indian 
Wars. Samuel Cohen died on 
Jan. 7, 1745, while serving with 
Lt. Richard Hoyle; Judah Jacobs 
of this state was mentioned in 
a list of prisoners set free in 
Boston in August, 1747. (Vol. 1, 
#4, December 1955.) No more 
is known of these soldiers. They 
are mentioned nowhere else. 

Later issues of Notes profiled 
Alexander Strauss, who rose 
from private in Company A of 
the first Battalion, Rhode Island 
Cavalry, to major (1870-1897), 
and H arry Cutler, a colonel in 
the First Light Infantry (1909-
1913). We learn of Newman 
Pincus who lied about his age 
in order to serve in the Civil 
War and Amelia Rodenberg 
(Mrs. Augustus), a nurse at 
the Battle of Antietam. Simon 
Israel served in the Span-

At Tamarisk, tradition is one of our many hallmarks. 
Everyday, we celebrate life by focusing on family, 
culture , and the many wonderful life enriching services 
and amenities offered to our residents - while ensuring 
the utmost in safety and peace of mind . 

Choose from spacious studio, one or two 
bedroom apartments - and studio or companion 
apartments in our Renaissance Memory Support wing. 

To arrange a personal visit, 
call Dianne: 401-732-0037 

(:. A carelink Member 
,, A Communily of Jew,sh Seniors Agency of RI 

ish-American War and Frank 
Silberman fought in the Phil
ippines the following year. 

The men were able to join 
the veterans' organizations 
then existing in Rhode Island 
and proudly marched in their 
ranks in patriotic parades. 

POST 23 FORMS 

In other parts of the United 
States, a different scenario was 
unfolding. In the years follow
ing the Civil War, often called 
the Gilded Age, questions about 

Our lnc/us,ve Pricrng Means Savings to You• 

THE PHYLLIS SIPERSTE.IN 

TAMARISK 
ASSISHD LIVING RESIDENCE 

Where Life is Celebrated TM 

3 Shalom Drive Warwick, RI 02886 

A Kosher Assisted Living Residence 
www.tamariskri.org 

the patriotism ofJews arose 
along with the false stereotype 
of the Jew as money-grubber. 

The false accusation that Jews 
did not serve in the Civil War, 
only profited from it, motivated 
a group of veterans of that war 
to come together on March 
15, 1896, in New York City 
to found the H ebrew Union 
Veterans Organization. After a 
merger with the H ebrew Vet
erans of the Spanish-American 
War and several name changes, 

To the Women's Alliance 

donors of the Jewish 

Federation of Rhode 

Island who renewed 

their gilts to the 

2008 Am,ual Campaign 

and increased them to 

nationally- recognized 

levels. 

Jewish 

Federation 
of 

Rhode 

L.1and 

Live Gc11er-o11sl~. 
I I does n world ~f good. 

the organization became , 
Jewish War Veterans (JWV) 
of the United States in 1929. 

Ten years after the end of 
World War I, according to a 
paper in RIJHA archives, a 
small group of veterans met 
in February 1928 and took 
steps to form the organiza
tion that is Post 23 ofJWV. 

It was not an easy task 
because there were the "rigid 
requirements for member
ship" (i.e., that it was limited 
to veterans rather than open to 
all who wished to join,) as well 
as the difficulty of bringing 
together again men who had 
drifted far apart since 1918. 

Despite these problems, 
according to a copy of a SO'h 
anniversary program supplied 
by Steven Musen, commander 
of Post 23, the first installa
tion of officers was held on 
March 25, 1928, at the Little 
Hungarian Restaurant on Mat
thewson Street in Providence. 

The officers: Charles Hoff
man, commander; Dr. Samuel 
Kennison, Sr. vice com
mander; Abraham Halpert, 
Jr., vice commander; Samuel 
Lazarus, adjutant; Benjamin 
Tcath, quartermaster; Abra
ham H arrison, chaplain; Henry 
Goldblatt, officer of the day. 

An undated paper cited 

See VETERANS, Page 26 
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As "WE GROW OLDER 

Understanding medical terminology- do you know what you are taking? 
IN THE OLDEN DAYS, 

when I was growing up, 
non-professionals had a 

limited vocabulary of medical 
terms. Most families had a 
family doctor, who provided 
advice on every illness, from the 
common cold to cancer. We all 
knew what the common cold 

my subject. Today's medicine 
has dramatically improved. The 
visit to the family doctor's office 
is on ly the preface to the very 
varied specialists to whom he or 
she refers you. The medications 
prescribed are highly special
ized. And there 

histamine (you do know what 
that is, don't you?) but when a 
different specialist prescribes it 
under a different name, you may 
take that new one and suffer 
the same allergic reaction! 

And then there Specialists. 

The next referral is to the 
geriatrician. After three visits 
(and endless testing) she real
izes that this is a very nice 
doctor but has nothing more to 
help than the guy who started 
this whole expedition, her love-

able, bright internist. 

relief every night on television. 
There are medical dictionar

ies. But they are comprehended 
only after four years of medical 
school. I worked most of my 
professional life in a medical 
setting, so I know a lot of the 
terminology. But the aver-

was, but no 
one mentioned 
cancer because 
treatment was 
limited and 
superstition 
was rampant. 

are alternate 
forms of therapy. 

Cures are more 
likely. Pain and 
suffering should 
be less. Medi
cal care insur
ance became a 

'The problem is that when we are 
diagnosed, referred and prescribed 

for, most of us do not understand the 
medical lingo, let alone how to spell it.' 

The multiple 
names for a medi
cation are not 
restricted to diuretics 
and antihistamines. 
A majority of Amer
icans and a larger 

age (scared) senior is often too 
embarrassed to question the 
referral or the prescription. 

I am not suggesting that you 
concentrate on learning all the 
medical terms (or how to spell 
them). Instead, realize that 
your health is the most impor
tant thing in your advanced 

Terna 
Gouse 

For a cold, 
aspirin was pre
scribed. Cough 
syrup was used 

for every cough, whether it was 
part of the common cold or 
tuberculosis. Milk of Magnesia 
or Ex-Lax treated constipa-
tion and resolution of diarrhea 
depended on your mother's 
preferred home remedy. 

You did not need an appoint
ment at the doctor's office 
and cash payment for services 
was expected. Doctors made 
home visits. In the early 
1930s, office visits cost $2 and 
home visits were $3. As the 
decade ended, those rates rose 
to $3 and $5, respectively. 

I need to provide this lengthy 
introduction in order to get to 

necessity, not a 
luxury. And we live longer. 

The problem is that when 
we are diagnosed, referred and 
prescribed for, most of us do 
not understand the medical 
lingo, let alone how to spell it. 
The doctors are all very busy, 
but the caring doctor takes 
the time to explain the illness, 
treatment, and prognosis. 

Let's examine a frequently 
prescribed medicine. Hydro
chlorothiazide. It's a real 
medicine, very commonly used. 
You may buy it under different 
labels, but they are all the same 
diuretic. (You don't know what 
a diuretic is? Well, neither do 
most users). Another common 
problem is that one can be aware 
that they are allergic to one anti-

Plcasr. join us 

Farewell Israel 
Is an informative political documentary discussing the history 

of the Islamic religion and culture, and the dire resulting 
implications for the Jewish State. 

u 

Can we prevent a new Holocaust? 
Holocaust survivor, Irving Schild, will moderate the 

discussion after the showing of the movie at the event 
sponsored by the RI Chapter of AFSI 

Sunday, March 16 • 7:30 P.M. 
Congregation Mishkan Tfiloh 

203 Summit Avenue • Providence 

Fall River 
Jewish Home 

538 ROBESON ST., FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 

L 

providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

n * 
only 20 minutes from Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679·6172 * i 

Do you know the difference 
between .a neurologist, a psychi
atrist, and a neuro-psychiatrist? 
Each provides different services 
and it is wise to know which 
one will best serve your needs. 

Let's track one patient. She 
is losing weight and has no 
appetite. Referral may be to a 
gastroenterologist. He finds 
no gastro-intestinal problems 
and decides she is depressed. 
He may be diagnosing properly 
but depress ion is not his field 
of expertise so he sends her to 
the psychiatrist. He finds no 
significant mental problems, 
but notes that she is 79 years 
old. Next she is referred to 
the neurologist who negates 
any likelihood of dementia 
or Alzheimer's Disease. 

percentage of seniors 
have allergies . The 

life and demand that the pharmaceutical 
industry hit a 
bonanza with the 
popularity of that 
disorder. And 
each came out 
with The Solu
tion to it. My 
dear Ear Nose 
and Throat 

,------ provider (doctor, 

Specialist 
prescribed 
medication 
for my allergy 
but gave stern 
orders to not buy the 
name brand. The generic has 
the same description of ingre
dients as the name brand but 
cost less than 2 percent of the 
cost of the one that promises us 

pharmacist, 
therapist) explain 
the medical 

terms they throw 
at you and that they 
define the ski lls of 
the specialists to 

whom they refer you. 
You must also under
stand the reasons for 

and risks of your drugs. 
Write down the 

answers. (Get the 
spelling right). And 

when you do not under-
stand something, ask again 
and again until you do. 

Tema Gouse is a retired social 
worker and lives in Cranston. 

Women's 
Alliance 

Endowment 
Fund 

The Women's Alliance Endowment 
Fund of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island invites proposals for 
ftmdin g of commwlity programs. 

Priority will be given to programs 
that impact women and children, 
and funding is restricted to 501(c)(3) 
organizations. 

Proposals must follow published 
guidelines, available on the Women's 
Alliance page at www.JFRI.org. 

Proposals will be accepted only by 
email and should be sent to Sue 
Lachapelle at: 

slachapelle@jfri.org 

No proposals will be accepted after 
Friday, March 21, 2008. 

For more information, please contact 
Sue Lachapelle at slachapcllc@jfri.org 
or 401-421-411] x.163. 

Jewish 

Federation 
of 

R hode 

l~land 
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JSA adult day center participants celebrate at new locatioa, 
Russian immigrant 
program began in 

September 
BY MICHELE KEIR 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE - The Com
prehensive Adult Day Center, 
a program of Jewish Seniors 
Agency OSA), has moved to 
new quarters at 100 Niantic Ave, 
Providence, where a reception 
was held recently to celebrate 
the room designated for its 
Russian participants. This new 
program for Russian immigrants 
began last September, and is 
designed to serve the needs of 
Rhode Island's Russian-Jewish 
population. The participants 
held the reception for all the 
JSA staff members by offer
ing Russian delicacies to their 

• Learn Bridge! 

The most fascinating 
& exciting game ever 

developed! 

All Levels 
Tue & Wed 

Evening Lessons 
Starting April 

Bridge Club 
of Rhode Island 

Calart Tower 
400 Reservoir Ave 

Providence, RI 02907 

401.621.0323 
www.bridgeclubri.com 

NEW ROOM CELEBRANTS at Comprehensive Adult Day Center, a 
program of Jewish Seniors Agency. 

guests as a way of thanking the 
staff for all their hard work. 

This new program includes: 
English as a Second Lan
guage class with instructor, 
Liana Kaplan; exercise, social 

activities, a kosher lunch, Jewish 
customs and traditions with 
Jewish Eldercare of Rhode 
Island, a program ofJSA. 

Jennifer Minuto, director 
of the center, looks forward to 

PARTICIPATING IN A PURIM spiel rehearsal, from Photo, by Jenn;fe, M;nuto 

left, are Michele Keir (narrator), Maria Dmitrienko (Queen Vashti), 
Marya Braginskaya (Haman), and Liana Kaplan (Queen Esther). 

having more members of the 
Russian immigrant popula
tion join the program. 

It is a full-service site with 
a professional staff that serves 
the social, medical and thera-

peutic needs of seniors living in 
the greater Providence area. 

As Purim approaches many of 
us look forward to dressing up in 
costume and hearing the read
ing of the Megillah. For Jewish 
people in Russia, throughout 

Pillowcase program held at Emanu-El 
the communist reign, no reli
gious practices were allowed. 
This means that many Rus-

PROVIDENCE - Alyse 
Teitelbaum's first-grade class 
at Temple Emanu-El's Reli
gious School participated in a 
milestone event. Children in 
pajamas, equipped with blankets 
and pillows, began the tradition 
of Sh'ma with their parents. 
Guided by Teitelbaum and 
family educator Toby Liebowitz, 
the families learned the prayer 
in Hebrew and sign language, 
created their own prayers 

and decorated pillowcases 
for a personal reminder 
in their own homes. 

Prayer is a wonderful way 
to introduce a child to Jewish 
traditions in the same way 
that reading to children has 
been proven to have a positive 
impact on early literacy. Par
ents 'tucked' the children in, 
shared their individual prayers, 
said the Sh'ma together and 
kissed them goodnight! 

Read The Jewish Voice & Herald online TODAY 

• Editoria ls 

• Community Ca lendar 

• News from Israel 

• Food/recipes 

• Local obits 

Pl/AS ... 
• Li nks fo r you ng people to 

BabagaNewz and JVibe 

• Da ily head lines from JTA and 
news from Is rael 

• Original Haggadot fro m 
our readers that you can 
download 

• Surveys 

• Advertising opportunities 

... and MOR.et 

sian Jewish immigrants have 
never celebrated or even heard 
of the story of Qyeen Esther. 

The Russian participants are 
not only are thrilled to hear 
the Purim tale (most for the 
first time), but have volun
teered to be part of a Purim 
spiel at the Comprehensive 
Purim party on March 10. 

For more information on the 
Center, call Minuto at 351-2440, 
ext. 112 or email: keirdes@aol.com . 

Serving the Jewish Community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 
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Scholar, humorist to speak at Emanu-EI 
B Y RABBI ALVAN KAUNFER 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

PROVIDENCE -- The Bible 
is full of surprises; the scrolls 
of Esther and Song of Songs 
each contain some of the most 
raucous and romantic passages in 
the entire Bible. Guest scholar, 
Robert Harris, associate professor 
of Bible at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, will discuss some of 
his original research on Megillat 
Esther and The Song of Songs 
at Temple Emanu-El's Scholar's 
Weekend on March 14 and 15. 

On Friday night, following 
Shabbat dinner (reservation 
required), Harris, an expert 
in medieval Biblical com
mentary, will set the stage 
for his presentation by asking 
the question: "What does it 
mean to read the Bible?" 

Until the Middle Ages, Jews 
read the Bible not as history or 
as a novel; rather, they read it 
as midrash and allegory. Begin
ning with Rashi and his school, 
Jewish scholars began to read the 
Bible in its own context, gener
ally referred to as the ''peshat," the 
plain sense reading of the Bible. 

Robert Harris 
Harris will examine the Megillat 
Esther and 1he Song of Songs from 
these contrasting approaches. 

Ancient readers of the Book 
of Esther, for example, were 
more interested in what the 
text said about Jewish practice, 
like details of the observance 
of Purim, than they were in its 
historical or literary value. 

On Shabbat morning, Harris 
will share his research on 1he 
Song of Songs during the service 
and following kiddush. Essen
tially a collection of erotic love 
poetry, The Song of Songs, was so 
disturbing to both Jewish and 
Christian interpreters that it was 
read metaphorically by both com-

munities. Surprisingly, however, 
some medieval interpreters, such 
as Rashi's grandson, Rashbam, 
understood the book simply as a 
story of a young couple in love. 

Harris will challenge us to 
think about the broader perspec
tive: Once you have the peshat, 
the contextual meaning of the 
Bible, what is its meaning and 
significance for us as Jews today? 

He is completing an academic 
study of 1he Song of Songs; his 
most recent publications is a 
book on French Medieval Jewish 
exegesis. H e is also a former actor 
and humorist, appearing in musi
cals and comedy clubs in New 
York. H e also participates in a 
band, "Shake, Rabbis and Roll." 

This intellectual treat is a 
prelude to the upcoming Purim 
and Passover holidays, and is 
sponsored by the Peter and Anna 
Woolf Endowment Fund and the 
Rabbi Morris G . and Rebbetzin 
Diana Silk Memorial Funds at 
Temple Emanu-El. The lectures 
are open to the community. 

For Friday night dinner 
reservations, contact 
the Temple at 331-1616. 

Hebrew School, Beth David to hold auction March 22 
NARRAGANSETT - On 
Saturday, March 22, at 7:30 
p.m., the South County Hebrew 
School and Congregation Beth 
David will be holding their fourth 
annual dinner, auction and raffle. 

The event will take place at The 
Village Inn, 1 Beach St., Nar
ragansett. Dinner will be catered 
by Amalfi Catering, offering 
vegetarian, dairy, and fish cuisine. 

Last year's event was high
lighted by a dinner buffet, bidding 
wars on many desirable items, a 
big screen TV raffle and a guest 
appearance by the incomparable 
Schmelvis. This year's event is 
planned to be even bigger and 
more fun. Held at the Village 
Inn ballroom near Narragansett 
beach, there will once again be 
a special musical guest, with 

We love having 
you send us your 

Simchas 
Send Simchas to: 

voiceherald@jfri.org or mail: 
130 Sessions St., 

Providence, RI 02906 

songs to delight Jews of all ages. 
Everyone is invited to shmooze 
with the folks in South County. 

The cost is $36 per person. 
Checks can be mailed to South 

County Hebrew School, PO Box 
5771 Wakefield, R.I., or call Rick 
at 952-5807 to reserve your place. 

Adoption Options meeting 
PROVIDENCE - Adoption 
Options is holding a free informa
tional session for those consider
ing adoption and interested in 
hearing about available options. 
Licensed adoption workers will 
be available to provide informa
tion and answer questions. 

The next meeting is scheduled 
from 6 to 7 p.m. on March 20, at 
959 North Main St., Providence. 

Adoption Options, is a non-

AtUt-tu Mui£u 
PhD, MSW, LICSW 

General Psychotherapy 

10 Elmgrove Avenue 

Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 228-7036 
(401) 228-7037 fax 

Grief al Loss 
Chronic Illness 

Depression 
Caregiving 

Life Transitions 

sectarian, non-profit, com
prehensive adoption program 
of Jewish Family Service. 

The agency works with 
all members of the adoption 
process and helps individu
als understand their options. 

For more information, contact 
Peg Boyle at 401-331-5437 or 
visit www.AdoptionOptions.org. 

Jeffrey B. Pine 
t\l!UfM)' (;e,i"°,i( J99.)- J999 

Criminal Defense 
Personal Injury/Serious Accidents 
Civil and Business Litigation 
Corporate lnve<tigations/Compliance 

Attorneys 
JEFFREY B PI NE 

H AIUU~ K W FINFR 

KFVlr-. J PATRONI 

321 Soud1 Ma.in Sm~cc, Suite 302 
Providmcc, RI 02903 

Td, 401 -35 1-8200 Fax, 401-351-9032 
E-mail: jbp@pindaw.com 

www.piadaw.a.1m 
ThlRl~Co.Jrtbnsesallawyerslnlhegene,11 
'"'11ceollaw. TheCoorldoesnotllOlnltor0111ifyany 
lawye"lasanexpertorspedallllnanyfietdc.pragice.. 
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What beats outperfonning the 
market in 2007? Outperfonning it 
for three, five, and ten years, too. 

Washington Trust Investors· equity portfolios have outperfom1ed the 
S&P 500 in good markeis and bad, posting superior returns over one. 

th ree, five, and ten years. With such consistent investment perfonnance, 
it's no wonder we were ranked top pro1~der in Overn.11 Satisfaction 

among our peer competitors in the 2007 Chatham Partners Survey. 
Perhaps it's time you let our track record work for you. To learn more, 

call Dick Boenning at 401 -348-1308 or visit www.washtrust.com. .. .. .. .. .. 
WASHINGTON TRUST 

INVESTORS 
A D1cis10n of'lbe tr11.i:;b111glon Tnul ComptmJ 

Past pcrfanntlnct' /J· 110/ rm i11dlcntoroffi1ture results lnt't'slmenl returns tul~t uc/110/e IK,scd 011 nurrl:el 
rondilfmts. The /)(!rfun11ano• rcsull.s do 1/QI ref/i'CJ lbt1 detlucl/011 of ma111'!,,1Cnw11I ees or Olber e:rpe,1:,;es Iha/ the 
c/ie111 pt1id or 11m1/d lxwe paid Tbe mu/ts rejlf'r.:t tbc rei11Lrutmen1 of dltit/(>fl , capit1d gt1fJ1s, and wmlings. 

OVERNIGHT CAMP 
TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 
GRADES HO. 

DAYCAMP 
coURTWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS. 
AGES 6TO 9. 

magnificent waterfront 
sailing, canoeing, kayaking 

spacious cabins 

comprehensive programming 
expansive rec hall 

sports field and courts 
dining hall with an inspiring view 

two swimming pools 
protected environment 

highly skilled, caring staff 
warm, friendly atmosphere 

family feeling 

Located in 
Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 

-~--~laws observed. 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CALL: 
~ 401-463-3170 
~ 

CAMP)T. ·0 1 WEB:WWW.CAMPJORI.COM JPnL E-MAIL: CAMPJORl@HOTMAILCOM 

ON WORDEN'S POND 
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The a rchway leading into the cemetery. 

VETERANS: Jewish war veterans come together 
From Page 22 

Charles M. Hoffman as the 
organizer of the Post. Hoff
man (Maj.,ret.) served as 
Superintendent c'f Miriam 
Hospital from1927 to 1942. 
Tribute was also paid to Dr. 
Samuel I. Kennison (Lt., ret. 
USN Medical Corps) who 
acted as liaison with other 
community organizations, 
instituted a ritual for com
memoration of those who 
has died, also, Paul Robin, 
increased membership and 
instituted publicity features. 

For one family at least, Post 
23 was a family affair. Aaron 
Cohen, a charter member 
of the Post, served a term 

as commander, and Nettie 
Cohen was president of the 
Auxiliary. Esmond and Lena 
Borod also served respectively 
as commander and president 
of the Post and its Auxil-
iary. Maurice (Moe) Cohen 
met his future wife, Frances 
Borod, at a Post function. 
After his service in World 
War II, Moe joined Post 23 
and he later served a term as 
post commander and Fran 
as president of the Auxiliary. 
Sanford Gorodetsky, com
mander, Jewish War Veterans 
of America, Department of 
Rhode Island, was persuaded 
to join Post 23 by his uncle 
Gordon Schieffer, a member. 

Currently, in addition 

to Post 23, the following 
Posts are part ofJWV-RI: 
284 - Leonard Bloom; 369 
- Gerald M. Clamon; 406 
- Reback-Winston; 439 
- Fineman-Trinkel; 533 
- Sackin-Shocket. All are 
named for soldiers who fell in 
combat during World War II. 

Maza! Tov to Post 23 on 
their 80 years of service and 
best wishes to the other JWV 
Posts that came into exis
tence after World War II. 

Our archives contain very 
few documents - letters, flyers, 
programs, - from any of the 
JWV posts. Any material 
would be most welcome. 

Geraldine S. Foster is a 

My job depends on my hearing ... 
Dr. Charles Faber 
Dr. Mark Andreozzi 
Dr. Barbara Guillette 

Proudly announce the opening of: 
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TEMPLE HABONIM YOUTH attended a Shul-ln recently in 
Brookline. Attending from left were Jared Silk, Max Axelrod, Ben 
Pomerantz, and Ben Greenspan. 

Photos by Adam Mastoon 

ALSO AT THE SH UL- IN were Rachael Parola, Amy Entin, Lisa Fried
man (youth advisor), and Rachel Hill. 

Habonim youths active 
with new leader 

BARRINGTON - Lisa 
Friedman has joined the 
Temple Habonim staff to lead 
both a new junior group for 
seventh- and eighth-graders and 
reinvigorate BC Temple Youth, 
the high school group. Both 
groups have begun activities, 
with BCTY hosting a series of 
bagel breakfasts to raise money 
for relief efforts in D arfur. 

The junior group partici-

pated in a Shul-In at Temple 
Ohabei Shalom in Brookline, 
Mass., with 200 other middle
schoolers from New England 
congregations. They were 
together for 24 hours, study
ing about Jewish identity, 
participating in a Havdalah 
service, dancing, watching 
movies and sleeping in a group 
on the floor of the temple. 

Featuring 0TIC0N DIGITAL HEARING AIDS, Leaders in the Industry. 
Introducing two revolutionary new hearing devices, because hearing loss 
affects people in different ways. 

Physicians Hearing Solutions lie 
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SPECIAL 
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As a teacher, good hearing is essential.I can't afford to let my hearing 
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Introduc ing Olicon . The most technologically 

450 Veterans Memorial Parkway 
Suire I 03 
Ea.st Providence, RI 

3520 Post Road 
Warwick, RJ 

oticon 
PEOPLE FIRST 

advanced hearing instrument available. So comfortable you won' t even know it's there. 

FREE Hearing test 
and 

FREE Hearing Consultation 

Get the best hearing science has to offer TODAY! 

Call for an appointment today! 401-435-5355 
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Brit Tzedek offers two events 
IDF soldier to speak; 
Israeli, Palestinian 

experts to assess peace 

PROVIDENCE. - On 
Thursday, March 13, at 7 p.m., 
Doran Greenvald of the 

for the IDF's actions 
in the occupied ter
ritories. They collect 
video and photographic 
testimony from hun
dreds of combat soldiers . 
25-year-old Greenvald 
was born and raised 
in Kiryat Yam near 
Haifa. He was t rained 
as a sniper in the Nahal 
Brigade and spent two 
years in Hebron. 

ON THE STREETS OF HEBRON seen through 
an armored vehicle. 

(IPCRI), will share 
a first-hand assess
ment of the state of 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. The 
Israeli speaker, writer 
and educator Gershon 
Baskin, served as an 
outside policy advisor 
for the Israeli-Pales
tinian peace process 
during the term of the 
late Yitzhak Rabin. 

Jewish A lliance for Just ice and 
Peace), a grass-roots organiza
tion with over 38,000 support
ers nationally, whose mission is 
to educate and mobilize A mer
ican Jews in support of a nego
tiated two-state resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

group Breaking the Silence 
will speak in the McKinney 
Conference Room at Brown 
University's W atson I nstitute 
for International Studies, 
111 Thayer St., P rovidence, 
about h is experiences serving 
in the Occupied Territories. 

The program is co-sponsored 
by the Rhode Island Chapter 
of Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, and 
by the Development Stud-

Hall, second floor, 52 Mt. 
Auburn St., Cambridge. Up
to-date information about the 
exhibit can be found at: http:// 
breakingthesilenceexhibit.org. 

The Palestinian speaker, 
journalist and activist Hanna 
Siniora, is a member of the 
Palestinian National Council. 

"The future of a secure 
Israel depends on creating a 
just and peaceful settlement 
with the Palestinians," said 
Rabbi James Rosenberg, who 
serves on the steering com
mittee of the Rhode Island 
chapter of Brit Tzedek, and is 
also a member of the national 
organization's Rabbinic 
Cabinet. "Gershon Baskin 
and Hanna Siniora have 
devoted many years of their 
lives to achieving this goal." 

Formed in 2004, Breaking 
the Si lence is an organiza-

ies Program and Middle East 
Studies Program at Brown 
University. This event is free 
and open to the public. 

P EACE PROSPECTS DISCUSSION 

M ARCH 26 

They will appear together 
on Wednesday, March 26 at 

tion of veteran Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) soldiers working 
to shed light on the moral, 
human and social price paid by 
both Palestinians and Israelis 

An exhibit of more than 100 
photographs and video clips 
will be on display from March 
1-16 at H arvard Hillel, Beren 

The leaders of the first joint 
Israeli-Palestinian think tank, 
the Israel/Palestine Center 
for Research and Information 

7 p.m. at Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., in Providence. 
The presentation is free and 
open to the public, and is part 
of a national tour sponsored 
by Brit Tzedek v'Shalom (the 

For more information con
tact 751-8665 or email: 
judithkaye@aol.com. 
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Gloria G. Braverman, 81 
CRANSTON - Gloria G. 
Braverman, 81, died Feb. 26. 
She was the wife of the late 
Robert Braverman. Born in 
New York City, a daughter 
of the late Samuel and Dora 
(Rabina) Singer, she had lived 
in Cranston for 35 years. 

Mrs. Braverman was a 
member of Crestwood Country 
Club and was an avid golfer. 

She also belonged to Hadassah. 
She leaves a son, Jack Braver

man and his wife Myra of 
Providence; a daughter, Barbara 
and her husband Alan Funk of 
West Bloomfield, Mich.; a sister, 
Betty Zaretsky of Albany, N.Y.; 
four grandchildren, Samantha, 
David, Asher and Jordan and 
a companion, Lloyd Rustag-
ian, Esq. ofNorth Providence. 

Contributions may be made 
to the American Heart Asso
ciation, 275 Westminster St., 
Providence, R.I., 02903. 

Frances H. Cohen, 86 
CRANSTON - Frances H. 
Cohen, 86, died Feb. 25. She 
was the wife of Maurice "Moe" 
Cohen. They were married for 
66 years. Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Esmond and 
Lena (Levin) Borod, she had 
lived in Cranston for 49 years. 

Mrs. Cohen was a corpo
rate officer and co-founder 
with her husband, and her 
brother-in law and sister-in
law, Jerry and Julie Cohen, of 
The Twin Florists in Cranston 
for 37 years, retiring in 1988. 

She was a graduate of Central 
High School, where she was 
elected to the Rhode Island and 
National H onor Societies. 

Mrs. Cohen was a past 

president of Jewish War Vet
erans Post #23 Ladies Aux
iliary and a former member 
ofTemple Emanu-El and the 
former Temple Beth Israel. 

She leaves three sons, Howard 
Cohen and his wife Patricia of 
North Kingstown, Steven Cohen 
and his wife Jean of Grand 
Cayman and Stuart Cohen and 
his wife Linda of Coventry; a 
brother, Richard M . Borod and 
his wife Gail .of East Greenwich; 
eight grandchildren, Pamela and 
Ian, Joshua and Emily, Jacob, 
Christopher, Craig and Ashley; 
one great-grandchild, Charlotte 
and four nieces, Wendy Mosco
vitz, Debbie Trezvant and Linda 
and Joan Wattman. She was the 
sister of the late Ruth Bromberg. 

Contributions may be made 
to the North Kingstown Special 
Olympics, 14 Hawthorne Court, 
North Kingstown, R.I., 02852. 

Norman Cohen 
CRANSTON - Norman 
Cohen, a resident of the San 
Fernando Valley since 1984, and 
an active member of Temple 
Ramat Zion, died Feb. 9 with 
his family by his side. He was the 
husband of Emma Cohen. They 
had been married for 65 years. 

He was originally from 
Cranston, where he and his 
wife raised their family. 

A veteran of the U.S. Army, 
Mr. Cohen was retired from 
Eastern Scientific after 48 years 
in sales of chemicals and labora-

tory equipment. 
~ He is remem-
~ bered as a fabled 

storyteller and the 
best husband and father in the 
"Whole United Cigar Stores." 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
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Obituaries 
four sons, Steven and his wife, 
Karen; Michael and his wife, 
Ronnie; Robert and his wife, 
Alison; and Ronald and his wife, 
Pam; Judy, a former daughter
in-law; 16 grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Ramat Zion, 17655 
Devonshire St., Northridge, 
Calif , 91325 or the Ameri
can Diabetes Association. 

Harry Einstein, 87 
KINGSTON - Harry Einstein, 
P.E, 87, formerly of Springfield, 
N.J., and New Brunswick, N.J., 
died Feb.25 Born in New 
Brunswick; he was always inter
ested in airplanes and models and 
competed in competitions around 
New Jersey. He earned his first 
pilot's license at the age of 18. 

Mr. Einstein attended the 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
majoring in mechanical engi
neering and was a member of the 
cross-country team and ROTC. 

Upon graduation in 1942, Mr. 
Einstein entered the U.S. Army 
Air Corps in the Anti Aircraft 
Artillery Division, serving in 
the 44,h Troop Carrier Division 

• 
(res~onsible for trans
portmg paratroopers 
from the 101" Air
borne), 3.I)d was sent 

to the European front. Promoted 
to captain, he served as both a 
pilot and an engineering officer, 
and commanded a squad of glider 
pilots. H e was engaged in most 
of the major battles in Europe, 
from Italy to Central Europe. He 
received numerous medals and 
citations, including Air Medals, 
Distinguished Unit Badge, 1" 
Oak Leaf Cluster to Air Mee.la!, 
and European, African and 
M iddle Eastern service medals. 

Returning home, he married 
Beatrice Pincus in 1945. H e 

worked for General Instrument 
Corporation as an engineer, 
designing among other things, 
the final color wheel for the first 
color television sets. Ten years 
later, he created his own engi
neering firm, Nebetco Engineer
ing (named for his two children, 
Ned and Beth), which he oper
ated until 1978, then becom-
ing design engineer for Exxon 
Engineering and Research, for 
which he worked until retire
ment in 1986. Mr. Einstein 
holds 11 patents with Exxon, 
and among his many privately 
held inventions were a low-cost 
de-mining machine, a roadable 
aircraft (including the patent), 
a long-distance application for 
an electric eye, and a driver
alert, fatigue warning alarm. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
a son, Ned Einstein of New 
York, a daughter, Beth Einstein 
Casagrande of Kingston, and 
three grandchildren, Lindsey, 
David and Julia Casagrande. 

Burial was in New Fern
wood Cemetery. 

Contributions may be made 
to Congregation Beth David, 
102 Kingstown Rd., Nar
ragansett, R.I., 02881. 

Manuel Finkle, 88 
WATERFORD, Conn. 
- Manuel Finkle, 88, died 
Feb.18. He was the husband 
ofLillian (Kanter) Finkle. 

Mr. Fmkle leaves two sons, 
Mark Finkle and his wife Gail 
of Jerusalem, Israel; and Jona
than and his wife Judith of East 
Greenwich; three daughters, 
Deborah Fmkle-Tipps and 
her husband Steven Tipps of 
Hudson, M ass., Rise and her 
husband FrederickJente of Stone 
Ridge, N.Y., and Jennifer Finkle 
of Belmont, Mass.; a brother, 
D avid Finkle of Newton, Mass.; 

-

three sisters, May Botbol of 
Lexington, Mass., Helene 
Portnoy of Brookline, Mass., and 
Faye Sattin of North Carolina; 
and nine grandchildren. He 
was the brother of the late Abe 
Finkle and Eleanor Barnett. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of one's choice. 

Selma Lapatin, 83 
PROVIDENCE - Selma Lap
atin, 83, died Feb.19 at Rhode 
Island Hospital. She was the 
wife of the late Samuel Lapatin. 
Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Harry and Sarah 
(Qyinn) Winkleman, she was 
a lifelong Providence resident. 

Mrs. Lapatin was a member 
of the Cranston Senior Guild 
and a former member of Temple 
Beth Shalom and its Sisterhood. 

She leaves a son, David 
Lapatin and his wife Sandra 
of Cranston; three daughters, 
Sheryl, Joan and Deborah Lapa
tin, all of Providence and four 
grandchildren, Samantha, Sam, 
Stephen and Jenna. She was the 
sister of the late Charles, Morris, 
Harold and Miriam Winkleman. 

Contributions may be made 
to A WISH COME TRUE, 
1010 Warwick Avenue, 
Warwick, R.I., 02888. 

Evelyn Levine, 88 
PROVIDENCE- Evelyn 

PodoloffLevine, 88, ofTamarisk 
Assisted Living, formerly of New 
Haven, Conn., died Jan. 27. She 
was the wife of the late Bernard 
E. Levine. Born in New H aven, 
on May 26, 1919, she was the 
daughter of the late M aurice 
and Gertrude (Perry) Podoloff. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Nancy Koppel and her hus
band Gary oflndianapolis; 
and Judith Lazaroff and her 

See OBITUARIES, facing Page 
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OBITUARIES: 
From Page 28 

husband Gary of East Green
wich; her grandchildren, Paul 
and Dr. Jeremy Koppel, Caryn 
and Greg Lazaroff and Daniel 
and Dustin Levine; and eight 
great-grandchildren. She was the 
mother of the late Dr. Paul M . 
Levine and the sister of the late 
William and Doran Podoloff. 

Contributions may be sent 
to the Alzheimer's Assn., 225 
N. Michigan Ave., Floor 17, 
Chicago, 111., 60601-7622. 

Judith Manekofsky, 76 
CRANSTON - Judith 
Leona Manekofsky, 76, of 
Cranston, died Feb 24. 

Born in Providence, she 
was the daughter of the 
late Samuel and Martha 
(Dolberg) Manekofsky. 

Miss Manekofsky was a 
member of Temple Torat Yisrael 
and a charter member of the 
Summit Club of Rhode Island. 

She is survived by her 
sister, Marilyn Hoffman with 
whom she lived; as well as 
two nieces, one nephew and 
several great-nieces and great
nephews. She was the sister of 
the late Irwin Manekofsky. 

Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, 1469 Post 
Rd., Warwick. Contribu
tions may be made to: Temple 
Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., 
Cranston, R.I., 02905. 

Lewis F. Salk 
WARWICK- Lewis F. 
Salk died Feb. 22. He was the 
husband of the late Charlotte 
(Gilden) Salk. Born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., a son of the late David and 
Sheila O acobson) Salk, he had 
lived in East Greenwich and 
Warwick for many years before 
moving to Naples, Fla., then 
back to Warwick two years ago. 

He was the owner of Lewis 
F. Salk, PA in Cranston for 
30 years, retiring in 1993. 

Mr. Salk was a World War 
II Army veteran, serving 

in Germany. 
~ He was a graduate 
~ of Hope High 

School and Bryant 
College, where he earned his 
B.S. in accounting. He was a 
member of Rhodes Lodge of 
the Masons, where he was a 
1973 past master and of the 
Touro Fraternal Association. 
He was a volunteer at the 
Cleveland Clinic of Naples. 

He leaves two sons, David 
Salk and his wife Lori of Cran
ston; and Richard Salk and his 
wife Cate of Warwick; a daugh
ter, Amy Rottenberg and her 
husband Jim of Reisterstown, 
Md.; a sister, Marilyn Peterson 
of Los Angeles, Cal.; and seven 
grandchildren, Brandon, Tyler, 
Curtis, Kara, Jennifer, Mark 
and Rachel. He was the brother 

of the late Roz Cohen. Con
tributions may be made to the 
American Diabetes Association. 

Saul Spitz, 94 
PROVIDENCE - Saul 
Spitz, a realtor, died Feb. 19. 
He was the husband of the 
late Jeanette L. (Shanbrun) 
Spitz. Born in Cenna, Russia, 
a son of the late David and Ida 
(Epstein) Spitz, he had lived 
most of his life in Providence. 

Mr. Spitz attended Brown 
University. He was the founder 
and president of Spitz-Weiss 
Realtors and was actively 
involved in the business until 
his illness. Previously, he was 
the executive vice president 
and co-founder of The Gob 
Shops, and was the executive 
vice president and co-founder 
of Heritage Homes in Florida. 
Mr. Spitz was a member of the 
National and Rhode Island 
Associations of Realtors . 

He was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, Touro Fraternal 
Association , and the Red
wood Lodge of the Masons. 

He leaves a daughter, Elaine 
Weiss and her husband Howard 
of Providence; four grandchil
dren, Jonathan and his wife 
Aleen, Margery and her hus
band Stephen, Scott and his 
wife Darlene, and Traci and 
her husband Mark, and six 
great-grandchildren, Marni, 
Nina,Jaclyn, Tyler, Leah and 
Rebecca. He was the father of 
the late Terry Renee Holland. 

Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made to 
Hasbro Children's Hospital, PO 
Box H, Providence, R.I., 02901. 

Nathaniel Swartz, 80 
PROVIDENCE - Nathaniel 
Swartz, 80, died Feb. 14. He 
was the husband oflngeborg E. 
Swartz. They were married for 
54 years. Born in Providence, 
he was a son of the late Max 
and Rebecca (Abelson) Swartz. 

A veteran of World War II, 
he served in the U. S. Army, 

stationed in the 
~ European theater. 
~ Mr. Swartz owned 

and operated the 
Wayne Art Gallery for many 
years before his retirement. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by a step-granddaugh
ter, Lisa DiRaimo; a sister, 
Arline Abrams; a niece and 
several nephews. He was the 
brother of the late Arthur 
and Mathew Swartz. 

Contributions may be made 
to the RISPCA, 186 Amaral 
St., Riverside, R.I., 02905. 

Khaya Varshaver, 92 
PROVIDENCE - Khaya 

Varshaver, 92, died Feb. 15. 

Rabbi Salkin to lead Beth-El scholar weekend 
Three-day adult 

learning program 
to be held 

March28-30 
PROVIDENCE - On the 
weekend of March 28-30, 
Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin, the 
rabbi and executive director of 
Kol Echad: Making Judaism 
Matter, a new trans-denomi
national adult learning center 
in Atlanta, Ga., will serve as 
scholar-in-residence at Temple 
Beth-El in Providence. 
Salkin is best known for his 

award-winning books on spiri
tuality and contemporary life. 

The weekend will open on 
Friday, March 28, at 7:45 p.m., 
with a joint Reform Shabbat 
service at which Salkin will 
speak on the topic: of"Reform 
Judaism's Inconvenient Truth." 
On Saturday, March 29, at 10 
a.m., he will lead the weekly 
Torah study. To close the · 
weekend on Sunday, March 
30, at 9 a.m., the temple will 
host a brotherhood breakfast 
where the rabbi will discuss his 
book, Searchingfor my Brothers: 
Jewish Men in a Gentile World. 

For more information, contact 
Rob Massi at 331-6070 or 
Rmassi@Temple-beth-el@org. 

YIDDISH: Preserving the tradition of storytelling where 
sweetness and evil share the stage 

would be instantly exposed. The 
story by Reb Nachman is one of 
his most famous and mysteri
ous. Sholem Aleichem's stories, 
I. L. Peretz's stories are too well 
known to be borrowed. Please! 

But the borrowings (actu
ally well documented at the end 
of Horn's volume though not 
documented by Ben and Sara's 
mother) allow Dara Horn to 
give us,the flavor of a world, a 
culture, which practically died 
along with Stalin's victims. 

"One night after a long day 
in the library researching Der 
Nister's life and work," Horn 
writes, "I had a dream that he 
had actually survived the gulag, 
emerging years later. He went 
into the offices of various publish
ers to tell them who he was and 
that he was still here, but they all 
ignored him; none of them had 
even heard of him. I woke up and 
realized that the dream wasn't 
far from the truth. So I thought I 
would try to do something about 
it, to help bring him back to life." 

That is what the novel tries to 
do. And in re-imagining East
ern European Jewish tradition, 
Horn pushes aside the Life-Is
With-People vision of Ashkenazi 
Jewry, the sweet, undemanding, 
palatable falsification of Fiddl 

er on the Roof Horn's is a 
vision ofJewish culture closer 
to the nightmares of Franz 
Kafka, the unsettling, mysti
cal, ironic, symbolic visions of 
Der Nister (Pinhas Kahano
vitch). The stories she translates 
and adapts are gifts to us. 

1he world, to come. That comma 
after "world," a form of the 
phrase that enters the novel late, 
changes everything. In Jewish 
tradition, the world-to-come, Ba 
olam, refers to the eternal world, 
God's world - sometimes the 
world after death, sometimes the. 
Messianic age. But Dara Horn 
slips in a comma, and so in her 
novel the phrase with comma 
refers to our world, the world we 
choose and is chosen for us. 

But she also imagines the 
world beyond death. I'm not 
going to tell you how, or where 
in the novel, because I don't 
want to spoil the effect. In 
her poetic vision of an after
life, the dead help to create 
their own descendants. 

"That may sound like some 
kind of supernatural vision," 
Horn says in an interview, "but 
it's also the reality of genetics. 
The dead may never be revived, 
but every aspect of them is. Their 
dry bones live forever within us." 

Horn writes in the novel, 
"Every pregnant woman was 
carrying the dead." Beautiful! 

It's an intensely lyrical novel. 
She loves to echo imagery. Over 
and over, we find a character 
buried and coming from a grave 
alive. We hear again and again 
of the angel who at your birth 
touches the spot under your 
nose so that you forget every
thing you learned in heaven. We 
hear of the bridge between the 
earth, the mud, and the heavens 
- a bridge of paper; that is, of 
words, stories. We see or imagine 
flight - including the flight of 
the Jew over the sleeping town 
in the painting by Chagall. 

I worry that I'm making the 
novel sound too easy. It's also a 
novel about betrayal, murder, 
and violence. But. In the intro
duction to A Treasury ofYiddish 
Stories, Irving Howe and Eliezer 
Greenberg write of the tradition 
of Yiddish literature, "These writ
ers - let us call them the writers 
of sweetness - do not assume evil 
to be the last word about man." 

There is evil in 1he World To 
Come, but there is also a bal
last of tenderness, compas
sion, responsibility, and love. 

TREATS: Fun with Hamantashen 
From Page 17 

nuts with a wooden spoon, 
mixing well. Pour out on to a 
well-buttered or oiled marble 
slab (or a heavy plastic board, 
buttered or oiled), spread out 
evenly to a thickness of about 
one-half inch. Cool and cut 
into squares or rectangles . 

HAMAN'S TEETH 

(May they all need root canals.) 

INGREDIENTS: 

3 cups almonds, blanched 
and finely ground 
. 5 cups confectioner's sugar 

1/2 tsp. almond extract 
1 egg white 
Water to moisten the dough 

METHOD: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
F. Mix the ground almonds 
into the sugar and stir in 
water, a little at a time to form 
a thick, malleable dough. 

Add the almond extract, turn 
out the dough and knead for 
about 5 minutes. Beat the 
egg white stiff, work it in and 
knead for 5 minutes more 
until very smooth. Break off 
small amounts of dough, roll 
into pencil-thin strips, fiat
ten and cut into pieces that 
look like large, ugly teeth. 
Arrange on an oiled baking 
sheet, and bake at 350 for 
10 minutes or until set. 

i 
' 
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Improve Your bra.Jes! 
Tutoring Students K-12 

All Subjects 

Homework Assistance 

Guided Reading/Writing 

Effective 1-on-1 Ins/ruction 

SAT/ACT Prep 

Sr. Potffolio Prep 

Flexible Locations 

Available 7 Days a Weeki 

+ 
cademiu 
dvantage 

Call 401-921-5860 or v1s1t 

www.academicadvantageRl.com 

NEW BEDFORD 

Skilled nursing care Wound care • 
Hospice care IV therapy and hydration · 
Medical services Rehabilitative services • 

• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher/ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawthorn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary 
and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

The true meaning of life is to plant trees under 
whose shade you do not expect to sit. 

Nelson Henderson 

Include Providence Public Library in your will. 
One of the most enduring acts of your lifetime. 
To learn more: 401.455.8011 or 
www.provlib.org. 

PARASHAT PEKUDEI 

Exoous 38:21 - 40:38 

Good governance 
A lesson in 

business ethics 
BY ISMAR SCHORSCH 

Special to 1he Voice & Herald 

TIIS WEEK'S parashah 
pens with an inventory 
f the metals used in the 

construction of the Tabernacle: 
a financial statement of their 
worth. Moses felt obliged to state 
for the record the amount of gold, 
silver, and copper that went into 
the artifacts of the sanctuary. In 
the first verse we are told: "These 
are the records of the Taber-
nacle of the Pact, which were 
drawn up at Moses' bidding." 

The sums are vast; large 
quantities of gold, silver and 
copper were voluntarily given 
by the people in response to a 
fundraising campaign. Stirred 
by the prospect of an ongo
ing presence of God in their 
midst, the Israelites had shared 
their wealth unstintingly. 

In rendering an account to his 
donors, Moses had set an exam
pjeJor fut1,_ire leaders. ~spit~ hj~ _ 
closeness to God, Who said of 
him that "he is trusted through
out My household," Moses 
chose to give an accounting of 
the funds collected to his flock. 
Irrespective of his power, he 
subjected himself to the norms of 
good governance. H is behavior 

exemplified that confidence in 
a leader requires transparency. 

A midrash made the same 
point. "No office for communal 
financial matters is to be insti
tuted with less than two officers." 
Yet it is apparent throughout 
the Torah that Moses gov-
erned alone. Still to be above 
reproach, he invited Aaron's son 
lthamar to perform the audit. 

Thus when a priest in the 
Temple would withdraw money 
to pay for the daily communal 
sacrifices from the room in which 
it was held, he always entered 
in a garment without cuffs or 
pockets. The Torah explicitly 
states, "You shall be clear before 
the Lord and before Israel." 

Accountability, then, restricts 
malfeasance, an ancient insight 
that has lost none of its rel
evance. The pervasive distrust 
of corporate America is surely a 
consequence of the reckless aban
donment of honest accountability 
by all too many business titans. 
Driven by the pressure of quar
terly earnings and the temptation 
of staggering wealth, CEOs of 
public companies reached for 
unprecedented levels of com
pensation, rushed into conflicts 
ofinterest and wreaked havoc 
with accounting proce1ures. 

Judaism is a set of'insistent 
reminders that we humans are 
accounta_ble for our actions. Free 
will is non ·gift to be abused. The 

Talmud posits-that tl:ie first ques· 
tion to be put to us in the world
to-come will bear on our most 
basic need - to earn a living: 
"Did you conduct your business 
affairs in a trustworthy manner?" 

The kings of ancient Israel 
were never absolute monarchs. 

The institution of the prophet 
existed to curb royal power. 
When David had Uriah the 
Hittite killed so that he might 
cover up his adulterous rela
tionship with Bathsheba, it 
was the prophet Nathan who 
dared to rebuke him to his 
face. Likewise, the prophet 
Elijah confronted Ahab, the 
mighty king of northern Israel. 

Corporate excesses also 
fly in the face of the ideal 
envisioned by Ben Zoma, a 
second-century rabbinic sage. 

Wbo are the wise? Those 
who learn from everyone. 

Wbo are the strong? Those who 
conquer their own impulses. 

Wbo are rich? Those who 
find contentment in their lot. 

In sum, by living a life of 
self-restraint we may reach a 
state of equilibrium and har
mony in which the needs of 
the soul take precedence over 
the appetites of the body. 

Reprinted with permission of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

R abbi l smar Schorsch is 
the chancellor of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. 

Expert to speak on old, rare books 
PROVIDENCE - Ken-
neth Gloss, proprietor of the 
nationally known Brattle 
Book Shop in Boston, who 
frequently consults on 
Judaic texts, will speak on 
Treasures in Your Attic: Old 
and Rare Books on Monday, 
March 24, at 6 p.m. at the 
Providence Public Library, 
150 Empire Street. 

The public is invited to 
bring any volumes they want 

to know about to the lecture 
for ·a free veibal appraisal. The 
Brattle Book Shop is one of 
America's oldest and larg-
est antiquarian bookstores. 

Gloss is a member and past 
president of the New Eng
land Antiquarian Booksell
ers Association, member of 
the Antiquarian Booksellers 
Association of America, the 

- Bostonian Society and the _ 
Massachusetts and Rhode 

Island Antiquarian Booksell
ers. H e serves as a member 
of historic and preservation 
groups in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island and has received 
several honors for his work 

Gloss is seen on PBS' 
Antiques Roadshow from 
time to time as well as other 
radio, TV and cable stations 
on numerous occasions both in 
New England and nationally 

Voice & Herald Classifieds 
I BUY BOOKS AND OLD 
PHOTOS OF ALL KINDS 
Call 401-421-2628 or email 

to jcosmas@earthlink.net 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving 
pieces, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. We also buy many 
household items including 
glass, china, jewelry, etc. 30 
years - same location. Central 
Exchange. 781-344-6763. 

DIRECTOR OF EARLY 
CHILDJ{OOD EDUCATION 
Jewish Community Center of 

Rhode Island seeks Director for 
multi-faceted, NAEYC accredited 
Early Childhood program includ
ing pre-school, infant/toddler and 
multiple sites. Requires: Signifi
cant EC experience, knowledge of 
licensing and accreditation, strong 
supervision skills, marketing, 
customer service and familiarity 
w/ Jewish life. Send resume, cover 
letter and salary requirements to 
Kevin Olson, Executive Direc
tor, JCC, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 

Providence, RI 02906 or e-mail 
to kolson@jccri.org. JCC is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

PIANO FOR SALE 
1992 Steinway Model K 

upright piano with bench and 
climate control unit. Ebony 
color, ivory keys, in perfect 
condition. Call 401-578-2367 

MAID PERFECT 
Weekly and by-weekly 

rates, over 20 years experi
ence housecleaning. Depend
able, Bonded. 401-942-5782. 
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Births 

DANAJEANNE ROTMER, 6, holds her sister, Greta Alison, 
born June 14, 2007. They are the daughters of Gregory and Sarah 
Rotmer of Orlando, Fla.; grandparents are Elayne and Al Moe of 
Orlando, Fla., Edward and Lorraine Roemer of Cranston and Sam 
Van and the late D an iel Van of Marshall, Minn. Great-grandparents 
are the late Irving and Doris Ackerman and Sam and Bess Roemer. 

DAVID AND LISA GERSHON announce the birth of their second 
son, Jake Alexander, on Jan. 29. Jake weighed in at 8 lbs., 4 oz., and 
was 19 1/2 inches long. The baby's big brother is Joshua, age 2 1/2. 
Paternal grandparents are Michael and Linda Gershon and maternal 
grandparents are Dr. David and Fran Horvitz of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
H arold and H arriet Kaslow of Cranston are great-grandparents. 

Bat Mitzvah 
JESSICA ANN STEIN, daughter of Mike and Rona Stein of 
Framingham, Mass., was called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
at Temple Beth Am, on Nov. 24. Join ing the celebration 
were her sister, D anielle, and grandparents Sylvia and Nat 
Safferson of W arwick and M arilyn Stein of Newton, Mass. 

Graduation - Bar Mitzvah 
MAY 2007, was a busy month 
for the Gabrilowitz family 
On Sunday, May 6, Marcy 
Gabrilowitz graduated with 
honors from the University 
of Connecticut at Storrs. 
She double-majored in biol
ogy and Italian. Marcy is 
currently attending Tufts 
Dental School in Boston. 
On Saturday, May 26, the bar 
mitzvah of Adam Gabrilow
itz was held at Temple Beth 
David in Narragansett. 

Marcy and Adam's parents are 
Lauren and Alvin Gabrilow
itz of Narragansett. Maternal 
grandparents are Estelle and 
Albert Winograd of Boynton 

Marcy and Adam Gabrilowitz 

Beach, Fla., and Narragan
sett. Paternal grandparents are 
Roslyn Gabrilowitz and the late 
Irving Gabrilowitz of Deerfield 
Beach, Fla., and Narragansett. 

Engagement 
MARTIN and NORI 
BROWN of Lafayette Hill, 
Penn., announce the engage
ment of their daughter, Jamie 
Heather Brown, to Jeffrey 
Todd Engle, son of James and 
Robin Engle of Providence. 

The future bride is a gradu
ate of Franklin and Marshall 
College, where she was elected 
to Phi Beta Kappa. She earned 
a master's degree in higher 
education from Harvard Univer
sity. She is currently employed 
as assistant director of student 
activities at Tufts University. 

The future bridegroom is 
also a graduate of Franklin 
and Marshall College. He is 
employed with the Securi-

ties Lending Dept. of Gold
man Sachs in Boston. 

Ms. Brown is the grand
daughter of Miriam Prince and 
the late Milton Prince and the 
late Norma and Harold Brown. 

Mr. Engle is the grandson 
of Elaine Gladstein and the 
late Morton Gladstein and the 
late Leonard and Joan Engle. 

On our itinerary: 
Jerusalem 

the Galilee 

a "Biblical lunch" 

YadVaShem 

July 2008 in Israel 
We Have Room for You 

Golan Winery 

Arab-Jewish dialogue 

Volunteer afternoon 

Chagall Windows 

Kotel tunnels 

Shabbat in Jerusalem 

Israel Army Base 

much, much more! 

Rabbi Amy Levin, who lived in Israel for 19 years and was ordained in Jerusalem leads our 
group along with Bruce Avishai, an experienced and engaging tour guide from ITC Tours. 

"I am eager to show you the Israel I know and love." -Rabbi Amy Levin 

Tour dates: 

Option l : July 9 - 18, 2008 Option II : July 9 -22, 2008 

For more information contact Beth Salk at bcottonsal@aol.com or leave a message for her 
at the Torat Yisrael office: 785-1800 

330 Park Avenue, Cranston I 785-1800 
m1,r, 

'n,ne,> 
TEMPlE TORAT YISRAEL 
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• NAEYC accredited preschool and kindergarten program 

• DCYF regulations, policies & procedures 

• Features award-winning, nationally recognized ethics curricu lum 

• Warm, safe, creative environment 

• Satellite campuses in Barrington and Cranston 

enrolling now 
for the 08/09 
school year! 

call today for 
more info or to 
set up a tour 

401.861.8800 

We're read cover to cover! 

- ■ 
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AVALON: Architect of the Gaza disengagement calls for an end to safe havens for terrorists 

From Page 1 

ambassador to the United 
States, spoke at Roger Williams 
University, detailing "prospects 
for peace" in a lecture series 
promoting civil discourse. 

For Ayalon, freed fro m the 
constraints of political correctness 
his former position demanded, 
the lecture served as an oppor
tun ity to reframe the confl ict 
as a clash of cu ltures, between 
the forces of moder, .m and 
democracy, and the extremism 
of radical Islam and terrorism. 

In his Feb. 27 talk, Ayalon 
said he believed in the fu ture 
of a two-state solution but, 
at the same time, warned: 
"The Middle East is not a 
region where the weak will 
survive. It is 'jungle rules."' 

To emphasize his point, 
Ayalon told the story of fo rmer 
Secretary of State H enry Kiss
inger who, in the midst of his 
shuttle diplomacy during 1973, 
went to visit the Biblical Zoo 
in Jerusalem and came upon a 

scene with a lion and lamb in 
seeming co-existence, evoking 
an image oflsaiah's prophecy. 

Kissinger, according to 
Ayalon, asked the zookeeper: 
How did you do this? 

It's very easy, the zookeeper 
told Kissinger. "We just change 
the lamb every morning." 

W ith the deftness of a his
tory professor, Aya lon debunked 
many of the popular misconcep
tions about the conflict between 
Palestin ians and Israelis. 

• The conflict is not about 
natural resources. "Israel does 
not have one drop of oil," 
Ayalon said. "In the Bible, 
we were promised a land 
of milk and honey - but no 
oil ," he said with a laugh. 

• To say that the Palestin
ian-Israeli conflict is the 
root cause of Middle East
ern turmoil in the last 60 
years "doesn't hold water," 
Ayalon said . He pointed to 
the Yemen/ Egypt war in 

UP CLOSE: 'The Last Dance' 
From Page 16 

ballet dancer and now 
choreographer is somewhat 
nomadic, traveling for the 
dance, enjoying the cre
ation, yet always wondering 
what is coming up next. 

The original work Avi 
is creating for The Festival 
Ballet is entitled, "The Last 
Dance." It comes from his 
experience living through a 
close friend suddenly being 
diagnosed with cancer 
and dying soon after. 

"7he Last Dance is about 
being unexpectedly taken 
- something's coming for 
this person, her soul is there 
- but you don't know why 
or how," Scher says, his 
voice trailing off, caught up 
in expressing the feelings 
that he is now translat-
ing to ballet movements. 

Working with the danc
ers is an iterative process. 

"I can look at this tonight, 
and see how it feels to me, 
then I might make changes 
tomorrow," Scher says. 

7he Last Dance will be cho
reographed using a variety of 
music, but a Sarah M cLach
lan piece is at its central 
core. "I heard the music and 
knew immediately," he said. 

W hen asked if he tells 
the dancers what they are 
interpreting, the mean
ing behind the piece, he 
says he often waits. 

"I give the story to them 

to guide them. Some need 
to know more than others," 
Scher explains. H e tells 
them: "do what you see, 
not what you know." Ulti
mately, he said, it will be 
the individual dancer's 
interpretation that will be 
the full creative process. 

M ark Fleisher, marketing 
and public relations manager 
ofThe Festival Ballet, talked 
about the purpose of Up 
CLOSE on HOPE. "This 
is an opportunity for people 
to come into our studios in 
a very informal way and to 
sit right on the same level 
as the dancers," he said. 

The audience format will 
feature limited seating right 
within the dance studio area. 
No audience member is more 
than a few feet away from 
the dancers. "This allows 
people to ~eally feel the 
ballet - you see the danc-
ers in an intimate setting, 
see their expressions, feel 
the floor when the danc-
ers land," Fleischer said. 

For more information, 
contact wwwfistivalballet. 
com. L imited seating is avail
able far the series, Up CLOSE 
on HOPE. T ickets are $40, 
which include wine and hors 
d'oeuvres. Peiformances are 
scheduled far Saturdays, March 
8, 15, 22 and 29, at 7:30 p.m. 
A performance will also be held 
on Sunday, Ma rch 16, at 6 p.m. 

the 1950s, the Syrian-Leba
non war in 1976, Iran-Iraq 
war from 1980-1988, the 
Iraq invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990, the Shia-Sunni 
conflict in Iraq, and the 
current battle between 
Turkish forces attacking 
Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Photo/Roger Williams Universi ty 

The conflict is not about land, 
territory, occupation or religion, 
Ayalon maintained. Rather, he 
said, it is a conflict that goes to 
the hea rt of values and beliefs 
of modern civilization. Of the 
22 countries in the region, Israel 
is the only true democracy, he 
said , with democratic institu
tions, a belief in the rule oflaw, 
and an open, free and "very 
biting" press. H e contrasted 

not under
stand how 
much respect 
you have. You 
are the great
est democracy 
on Earth . For 
200 years, you 
have built a 
powerful, suc
cessful country 
- as a result of 
your political 
system. This 
country saved 
the world 
from Nazism, 
from Com-

Roger Williams University President Roy J. 

munism, and 

Nirschel with former Israeli ambassador to the 
U.S., Daniel Ayalon. 

that with the current regime 
in Iran, an extrem-
ist theocracy, which 
is exporting extrem
ism and terrorism. 

now it is lead ing the fight 
against extremism ." 

Ayalon called fo r an end to the 

"The Middle East is not a 

and Syria, calling their beliefs 
a distortion oflslam. 

It is the world 's responsibil-
ity, not Israel's, to stop Iran 

from acquiring nuclea r 
weapons, Ayalon said . H e 
called upon the United 

"Most Arab coun
tries are now sitting 
on the fence, wait
ing to see what model 

region where the weak w ill 
survive. It is 'jungle rules."' 

Nations Security Council 
to take action against Iran. 

In Israel, he continued, 
most of the people are 
willing to make painful 
compromises for peace will prevail," he said . 

In the battle between 
modernism and extrem
ism, Ayalon praised the 
United States. "As a 
citizen of the world," he said, "I 
have enormous respect for the 
American government and the 
American people." Most people 
in America, he continued, "do 

Daniel Ayalon 

safe havens for terrorists in Iran, 
in Syria and Somalia, liken-
ing it to the fight against piracy 
in the 16'' and 17'' centuries. 
H e attacked the extremism 
oflran, H amas, H ezbollah 

- as many as 80 percent, 
according to recent polls. 
"But there cannot be a 

negotiated peace while there is 
terrorism; it is one of the les
sons from Oslo," he said. "We 
need to have a partner with 
whom we can talk - and who 
is willing to curtail terrorism." 

• .t:xciting Vacation Getaways Fine Jewelry • Shopping Sprees 
• $400 Airlines Gift Certificate • Handheld GPS • Hotel Stays 
• Dell Laptop • Digital Camera • iPod • Sporting Events • Much Morel 

Doors open at 6:00pm & drawing starts promptly@ 9:00pm 
Join us for delicious food, great entertainment, a live auction 

and a chance to win some fantastic prize packages 
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SUNDAY, 
MARCH 30, 2008 

D owntown Provid ence Mariott Hotel 
One Orms Street, Provide nce RI 
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