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Israel, Syria Hebrew Day School hit hard 

/l ( ,al 
held secret, Federation, BJE try to help balance budget, boost enrollment 

unofficial By Jonathan Rubin 
jrubin@jfri.org 

declining at about 4 percent for more than a decade 
from a peak of 195. A recent upswing in their high 
school brought it from 119 to 134 students. 
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peace talks 
By: Yehuda Lev 
yehudal@cox. net 

Three years ago, in January 
2004, Syrian President Bashar 
Assad visited Turkey. By sheer 
coincidence, in the same hotel 
was Dr. Alon Lie!, a former For
eign Ministry Director Gen
eral and former Ambassador 
to Turkey. A few days after his 
return to Israel, friends in the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry told 
Liel that the subject of Syrian
Israeli relations had been raised 
in the talks between Assad and 

See REPORT, page 7 
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PROVIDENCE - The Providence Hebrew 
Day School, one of the Orthodox community's 
most prized assets, is also one of the most trou
bled. Enrollment is down, need-based scholar
ships are up and the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island 0FRI) has had to g ive several "emergency" 
grants for repairs or to reinstate programs. AJFRI 
task force is working with the school to create a 
realistic five-year business plan by next month. 

The K-12 school is a fixture in the local 
Jewish community; it's a warm and cheery place 
tied into the daily lives of dozens of families, and 
has generated hundreds of alumni over the years. 
Half the cu rriculum includes standard subjects 
- math , geography, English - and the other half 
is focused on Judaic subjects, including Torah, 
Hebrew instruction and Jewish history. 

H owever, besides a temporary spike in enroll
ment due to a surge of Russian Jews in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, the enrollment at Provi
dence Hebrew D ay School (PHDS) had been 

The school suffered two "contractions" over 
the years, each of which resulted in significant 
enrollment declines. 

The first occurred when the boys' high school 
closed in 1995 after nearly three decades. \Vith a 
struggle it reopened in 2004, only to close the fol
lowing year. 

Secondly, the school has gradually shifted 
from a "community school" model with an Ortho
dox outlook into a much more observant "Yeshiva 
Orthodox" philosophy. This shift has upset some 
of the more liberal M odern Orthodox families, 
many of whom left. They now drive or bus their 
ch ildren to Jewish school in Sharon or Brookline, 
or opted for the Jewish Community Day School of 
Rhode Island 0CDS). (PHDS was given the offer 
of merging with JCDS when it came into being in 
2004, but declined). 

See HEBREW DAY. page 13 

n 1 onmen a grou 
eder, fa·r 

Appointment 
of Arab to 

Cabinet stirs 
controversy 

Ian 
Family event will 
coincide with Tu 
Bi-Sh'vat holiday 
By Mary Korr 
mkorr@jfri .org 

PROVIDE CE-A local 
environmental group hopes 
Jewish children will become 
l,ttlc green boy and girls, and 
their parent a well. 

The fledgling Rhode Island 
Jewish l:.nv,ronmental Alliance 
/ RIJEA) has picked the holiday 
of Tu B, Sh'v;t, the 'Jew Year 
fr,r Tr , to hci,:1n the "green 
1ng" of Jew, h Rhode J, J;nd 

1th ,rn rnvirnnmtnul fair ,nd 
drr for familic , lhc cv n1 
111 he hdd on S,ind . .v, J ch 

f, 

the fruits of the earth and gives 
us the perfect context to do 
this," said Alic ia Lehrer, who 
co-founded RlJ EA with fellow 
environmenta l scientist Daniel 
Orenstein. H e began the Alli
ance work on a small sca le with 
a "light bulb" replacement pro
gram, using energy-saving CFL 
light bulbs, in area synagogue . 

At the fair, local farmers, 
food cooperatives, kosher cate r
ers/chefs and green businesses 
will se t up display booths where 
guest, can learn about their 
oper,1t1nm rnd ~ample loca lly 
grown food,. Consumers can 
find out how to <ig-n up for "farm 
<hHe ," which pr,w,de< week!) 
crop, Al drop·ntf local ,. Lead 
,nK cnv1ronmu11al group, will 
h prt cnt to cnlight n l(Uc,1 
on Rhnd I l.a.nd t.:nv,n,nmcn 

lc.,rn ah<>ut rh, 
nl 

Zoomobile, film 
Eco-minded crafts, games 

and face painting will be pre
sented throughout the event, 
kicking off at 1 p.m. with a 
family oriented Zoomobile pre
sentation by Roger VVilliams 
Zoo. 

A film, "The Future of 
Food," will be shown at l p.m. 
with discussion to follow. The 
film is a documentary which 
investigates the "di~turb,ng 
truth· behind the unlabeled, 
patented, i:eneticalh engi-
neered food, A d"cu"ion 
moder,1ted b, oah Fulmer 
from Farm Fre,h RJ w1ll tollm, 
th· film 

Orn tern .ud cclebra11nl( 
Tree, h,,1, 

Raleb Majadete, the fi rst Israel, 
Arab to be named as a Cabinet 
minister 
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Communitv Calend 
AT. ,JA, ' . 20 

~ d.a \chim to . ho, film 
7:30 p.m ... Keeping up with 

the teins."' t Agudas Achim . 
901 No. lain t., Attleboro . ee 
C ommunity for more in fo . 

lusic at Temple Shalom 
p.m. International music 

with singers, Fred Scheff and 

Clwrti11~ <t Cours, · 

for l11n'slor:; 

h ristina Crowder, and instru
mentali ts, Lila and Kevin Kane, 
Gabi and Ben Scheff, perfo rm
ing mu ic from Yiddish theater 
to Paris cafes; at Temple Shalom, 
223 Val ley Rd ., .Middletown . 
For info rmation and tickets call 
885-6073 or 846-9002. 

SU .,JAN. 21 
Sisterhood book review 

10 a.m. Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston. Read
ing and reviewing "The History 
of Love" by Nicole Krauss. 

Combatants for Peace to speak 
4 p.m. Jewish Community 

Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence. Israeli and Palestin
ian former fighters and activists 
will talk about their decision to 
renou nee violence. Free; recep
tion after the program. Call Judy 
at (401) 751-8665 or email 
rhodeisland@btvshalom.org . 

MON.,JAN. 22 
Blood drive at Habonim 

January 19, 2007 

.. i11 t!t1• 1/im,-Cop 

,-,lock I fnrki'I 2 - 7 p.m. at the temple, 
165 New Meadow Rd., Bar
rington. Co-sponsored by 
Temple Habonim and Hampden 
Meadows School. All donors 
will receive a free pound of 
Dunkin' Donuts coffee, courtesy 
of Dunkin' Donuts. For more 
information call 800-283-8385 
or www.ribc.org 

The Afro-Semitic Experience, a Jewish and African ensemble, w ill 
perform at Temple Beth-El on Fri., Feb. 2 at 7:45 p.m. See Feb. 2 
calendar listing for details. 

Our mission is si mple ... we provide micro-cap va lue 

invest ing for ou r clients, combining proprietary research , 

a network of professionals, a high ly skilled team and 

focus . To learn more about how we can help you achieve 

your investment goa ls, call us at 401.588.5102. 

Gary S Sipe r tei n Presid ent www .eliotrose .co m 

JANUARY 30 

CLARIFICATION: 
In our last issue, it was stated that 
"Federation has made an agree
ment with the JCC to assume 
responsibility for the center's 
financial / accounting needs." In 
clarification, the Federation and 
the JCC have been working on 
a plan, which has not been fully 
completed, that would involve 
Federation overseeing accounting 
functions for the JCC. 

THURS.,JAN. 25 
Food Bank mittvah yisits 

by Temple Sinai 
The Temple Sinai Social 

Action Committee continues 
to visit the Rhode Island Food 
Bank on the fourth Thursday of 
the month from 6 to 8 p.m. Vol
unteers at the Food Bank must be 
at least 14 years old. 

FRl. ,JAN. 26 
Yiddish Shmooz 

10-11:30 a.m. at the Jewish 
Community C enter, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. Yiddish 
and "Yiddishkeit is the focus, 
with member participation. All 
are welcome. Light refreshments. 
For more info call Elly at 
861-8800, ex t. 107. 

9:00-11:00AM & 1:00-3:00PM 

COME AND SEE rT FOff YOURSELF 
AT OUR OPEN HOUSE: 450 UMGROVE AVE 

PROVlDEHCE. RI 02906 

LOW STUDEHT•TIACH R RATIO, WITH A WARM. CARING. AND NURT\JRING STAFF 

FOR MOM INFORMATION OR TO SCHOUl£ A VISIT, PU:ASl CALL 
PUICTl sett INUIMAN AT 401• 1•5327 1121 

Mes inger to ~pu 
at Brown Hillel on Darfur 

4 to 5 p.m. Brown Hillel, 
80 Brown St. Ruth M essinger, 
executive director of American 
Jewish World Services, will be 
speaking to students. She is on 
campus as part of the Brown 
University northeast regional 
STAN D conference. The student 
coalition group advocates against 
the genocide in D arfur. Open to 
the public. 

AT.,J , . 27 
D iscussion group at 

\gudas \ chun 
9 a.m. "Jewish Journeys· at 

Agudas Achim, 901 o. 1ain 
St., Attleboro. See Community. 

See Calendar, page 10 
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Kaplan speaks to Beth-El on dynamics of change 
By Nancy Kirsch together, as a connectOO com-

PROVIDENCE -Each year, munity, with a shared sense of 
Rabbi Leslie Y. Gutterman invites purpose. 
a prominent member of the Temple "We're always thinking of 
Beth-El community to speak about a better way," Kaplan told the 
his or her hopes and dreams for the 80 or so worshippers in the 
future on the first Friday night of intimate Herman L. Bennett 
the calendar year. • Chapel of the synagogue.. It 

Saul Kaplan, executive direc- could be small, or it could be 
tor of the Rhode Island Economic big, he said. 
Development Corporation, shared "Don't you wonder, as I do, 
his aspirations at the temple's Shab- that with so much new tech
bat sen,ice Jan. 5. nology available to us why we 

Before joining state govern- haven't made more progress in 
ment, Kaplan was a management the areas that matter the most? 
consultant for Accenture, focusing I can't help but wonder why 
on medical products, pharmaceuti- our doctor isn't connectOO with 
cals and biotechnology, and a mar- the entire healthcare system 
keting manager for Eli Lilly and and the best infunnation avail
Company. able in the world to keep our 

Kaplan takes an innovative children healthy. It is hard to 
and dynamic approach to business believe that in a world where we 
development; and so it was no sur- can get a real time sports score, 
prise that his talk was entitled, "A stock quote, or IM from our 
Simply Better Way." Acknowledg- children, emergency responders 
ing that it is "both a blessing and are unable to communicate with 
a curse to always think there is a each other during tragedies like 
simply better way," Kaplan believes 9/ 11, Hurricane Katrina, and 
that Rhode Islanders can come the Station Night Chili fire," 

Kaplan said. 
"And the one that actually 

makes me cry is to see first hand 
what has happened to our wban 
public school systems. A simply 
better way is not a matter of~ 
sumer convenience - our future 
depends on iL" 

He reminded congregants 
that "change is ·only possible when 
we are willing to collaborate across 
boundaries, disciplines and orga
nizations. It is not someone else's 
fault that we don't have betrer 
healthcare, education and public 
safety systems. It is our f.mlL" 

"Rhode Island's small size 
makes it the perfect real-world 
test market," he said_ "We have 
the advantages of an incredible 
place to live, a strategic location 
surrounded by many of the best 
universities in the world, and 
a unique opportunity to allow 
innovative thinkers to explore 
and test better ways to clelMr 
value. We can be nationally and 
globally good. We can create a 
more prosperous place, higher 

wage jobs at every wage level, and 
solutions that deliver better value 
to patients, students, citizens, and 
COOSUIDCJ'S.,,, 

And, last but not least, is the 
imporu.nre of stewardship -the 
idea that we leave an organiza
tion or community stronger than 
it was we first found it, he com
mented.. 

He is an active volunteer, 
serving as chairman of the board 
of directors for the Qyonset 
Devclopm.ent Corporation and 
the Slater Technology Fund; he 
also is on the boanls of Family 
Services of RI. and The Big Pic
ture Company. 

A resident ofProvidence since 
1998, Kaplan lives on the East 
Side with his wife, Susan_ They 
are the parents of Rachel, age 23; 
Adam, age 20 and Alyssa, age 17. 
Except for Rachel - who attends 
bw school out-of-town - the rest 
of the misbpahah attended_ 

Nancy Kirsch i.r a faelanu 
writa in Providma.. Six can he 
rvuhed al nl:ind,@a,x.nd. 

CI 
KENT 

HOSPITAL 

Find the right doctor ... 
right from the start 

Kent Hospital is pleased to welcome the newest members of our medical staff. With more than 630 expe
rienced practitioners in virtually every medical and surgical specialty, we've made it even easier for -ou 
to find the physician who meets your needs, close to home or work and with the quali:fiations you want. 

Firul out why TTWre Rhode Islanders are choosing Kent et1ery day. 
For more information, visit our Find a Doctor page at www.krnthospital.Df1 or call the Kent Pb ician 
Referral ervice at 1--888-455-KENT (5368). 

) ANIT B. Wl<O~TTZ, DO, OnsrrrR1 GYNECOLOGY 
Pr Lcflm" 1u ~ i::,-..luatc of the l lnl\TNI)' ,>f 
-h.- wmrlcte<l hc-r rc,id.-nr a l t. 1,-.,nu, I k•-r1tal 
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Opinion 

--.. rA.end of mine in the ~Z1
ld Country (Los 

Angeles), recently 
took a taxi to LAX fro m his 
home and engaged the driver 
in a conversation that shook 
him thoroughly. The driver, an 
immigrant from Jamaica, let 
loose with a diatribe against 

Jews that 
can best be 
described as 
Mel Gibson 
times ten. It 
ended with 
a personal 
threat against 
his passen-
ger whose 
home address 
he knew and 
who described 

the incident in the L os A ngeles 
Jewish Journal. 

Everyone is familiar with 
the definition of a conservative 
as a liberal who was robbed the 
night before. W hile he would 
object to such a description of 
himself, my frie nd seems to 
have reconsidered seriously his 
previous belief that anti-Semi-

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

News flash: Some people hate Jews! 
tism is someth ing Jews else- the determining of American imagined. But the author never 
where have to worry about; that foreign policy, and, springing asks the important question: To 
in this country we are safe from up almost out of nowhere, the whom else do I turn if I am a 
such verbal and even physical book by Jimmy Carter, Palestine: victim of anti-Semitism? M any 
abuse. H e now worries about Peace, N ot Apartheid which was Jewish organizations claim that 
whether or not he should report No. 5 in last Sunday's Times' they too fight anti-Semitism but 
the incident to the Anti-D efa- non-fiction best seller list . I none with the determi nation of 
mation L eague for fear the cab have not read Carter's book so I • Abe Foxman's group. M aybe it 
driver will return to get revenge. cannot comment on its contents takes someone like Foxman to. 

If the cab driver from Jamaica but the linking of Israel with deal effectively with this sort of 
doesn't read the Jewish Journal, South Africa's former racial enemy. 
the ADL certainly does so it policies in its title has brought a The battleground has shif-
remains to be seen what will storm of justified criticism from ted recently. Critics of Israel, 
happen as a result. Jewish leaders and organiza- apart from mental cases such 

There is no question but tions. Worse, people are read- as David Duke of the Klan and 
that in the United States, feel- ing it; you don't rise to near the the Holocaust deniers, always 
ings against Jews and Israel have top of the best seller list on the questioned Israel's policies 
become more open in the past strength of sales to Jewish orga- toward the Arab states and the 
few years. Mel Gibson's rant was nizations. Palestinians, but rarely denied 
the most visible example; there From all this, our defense its legitimacy, its right to exist. 
was also the attention paid to organizations are intended to Today that too is in play. O n 
the shameful "H olocaust confer- protect us, chief among them college campuses around the 
ence" in Tehran and Iran's com- the ADL. One can be critical coun try professors and students, 
mitment to destroy the Jewish of the ADL for finding anti- often inspired by Palestinian 
State, the rise of opposition to Semitism behind every criti- students, are calling for a single 
Israel in the universities led by cism of Israel, and also in last Palestinian state w ith a Jewish 
the paper published by profes- Sunday's Times is a withering minority and the once-discred-
sors at H arvard and the Uni- critique of Abraham Foxman, ited slogan "Zionism is Racism" 
versity of C hicago, which also the driving force behind the is again waved about on placards 
echoed charges of strong Jewish organization, who is portrayed in anti-Israel demonstrations. 
influence, in particular AIPAC, as almost monomaniacal in his What can we do to coun-
the Jewish lobby fo r Israel, in pursuit of anti-Semites, real or ter this? First, make a clear 

Letters to the Editor 

distinction between criticism 
of Israe l and anti-Semitism. 
Vanessa Redgrave has always 
supported Palestinian nation
alist movements and denies 
that she dislikes Jews. I don't 
doubt her for a minute; she is a 
member of the Socialist Work
ers Party that fights imperialism 
and sees Israel as a coloniz
ing state. Mel Gibson, on the 
other hand, seems the genuine 
article; h is diatribe was against 
Jews. Second, sever all ties with 
people like G ibson; don't excuse 
them because they make money 
fo r you . Show some self-respect. 
A nd last, admit it when you 
think that Israel seems out of 
line in its policies and do what 
you can to explain, not excuse, 
those policies to others. 

When you have done all 
that, sit back and relax. You 
will finally have achieved world 
peace. 

Yehuda Lev is a retir,d jour
nalist who has worked in I.srael, 
Europe and the United States. He 
can be reached at yehudal@cox. 
net. 

Give credit for good mitzvot Carter's fanciful book 
It was wi th a g reat deal 

of disbelief that members of 
T ouro Fraternal Association 
read you r ed itorial "Skip the 
pring roll - do a Christmas 

mfrzvah." 

o organization in this 
community is more intere ted 
in domg mitz'Vot than Touro 
Fraternal Auocia11on. Chari
tahle deed are the bedrock of 
our uaoc1ation 365 day a. year, 
and e pcctally during the holi
day uon. And the editorial 
.raff of tht publtc t1on know 
that all too wdl. Yet you por
trayed our Auoc1a.tton on your 
un ,gncd cd, onal a • grnup 
,cdr;ing a.pc by mg a 
(Tl(1¥ and enjoying a Chine~ 
buff; . 

ing wi th Alan Shawn Feinstein 
who generously matches these 
funds. And part of the price of 
admission to a Touro meeting 
is a non-perishable food prod
uct which is then donated to a 
local charity. 

This year we donated to 
the P rovidence Journal's H ope 
for the H olidays campaign, in 
conjunct ion with H asbro, to 
provide toys for needy chil
d ren. In addition, we provided 
the seed money to the Jewish 
Senior Agency for purchase 
of a brand new bus that the 
agency de perately needed. 

Every year on Decem
ber 25' we provide .._ place for 
Jcwi<h families lf'l get together 
with fri nd .ind family. Two 
hundred pl11 member nf the 
Tnuro f.mily [( t tng thcr 1.nd 

njoy th~ ktmhip that n11ght 
nth,r I r I" m,s d That'• 

hat Tn1Jro I II shoot (,r•irtl( 
Id I 

and beyond the ones Touro 
g ives to annually. 

Yes, for several years Touro 
Fraternal A ssociation has 
invited its members to enjoy 
a C h inese buffet and a movie 
on D ecember 25'•. And for 
many more years Touro Fra
ternal Association has shown 
the community at large that it 
stands ready to help wherever 
and whenever it can. Touro 
will continue to honor its com
mitment to the communi ty and 
to it me mbers . 

It's a shame the cd ito
ri•l staff al the Vo,u & H erald 
failed to give • complete ,rnd 
ac urate picture. 

Mcm!Krs oflhc Board of 
Di1t ton a.nd Offi~n, 
Touro Fn,tcm11-' ooc.iation 

There has been consider
able comment generated by the 

publication of fo rmer President 
Jimmy C arter's book Paltstine: 
P,au N ot Aparth,id. 

The general comments are 
that President Carter's com
ments are h igh ly subjective and 
seem to be based on interpre
tations of the situat ion (his
torically and otherwise) which 
refl ect a bias in favor of the 
Palestin ian viewpoint (at one 
end of the pectrum of c m
ments) all t he way to the <up;
gestion that hjs writing may be 
compared to the infamous ,ult! 

emitic forgery, •11-ie Proto ,,l< 
of the lders of Z,on ". 

tions, continue to reflect the 
policies of Arab gm·emments. 

It is in the interest of Jew'S 
in particular, 1.nd Amenc.rns 
in general. that truthful depic
tions relating to the ituati n 
in the l iddle East ~hould be 
pre ented, rather th.1.n ubjec
ti,·e commentarie<, reg.i.rdle<s 
of the fame and perien e of 
the individual writing the com
menu.rv. 

If you belie,·e th•t the pub-
1,,hcr of the bo<>k ,h0uld re
en.luate 11'- deci<ion w pubh<h 
th,, lx>ok, 1 h<>pe you w,11, me 
and cxpre« \"(lUC orin .. ,n. n the 
<ubjc<t. 1hc publ1•hcr', addrc 

" · 
~im.-n .i.nd 

orpoutc omr· m tlon 
IKpartmcnt, lliO .\, 
the .,\ n, ri, .1~. "' , Y 
10020 

B rton \ 7tr,-
. L. I h 

Submission Guidelines 
ndt-'N>I.-.. 

--+ 
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FROM THE O LD O LIVETTI 

A 'hands-on' Koran 
By Jo hua B. tei.n 

ack in the day (which 
is, l gather, ,,;, courant 
for "Once upon d time" 

or • long ti me ago" or simply 
"Once") there was a kingdom 
that was the master of the world. 
Or so it seemed. Upon it the sun 

Josh 
Stein 

never set. Or 
so it seemed. 
Within this 
bastion of 
proper Victo
rian behavior 
there was 
harbored a 
small com
munitv of 
interlopers, 
people whose 

ilk had been expelled in 1290, 
returned in 1656 and a hundred 
years later were demanding 
equality. 

ln 1,53, Parliament granted 
the small sect complete equal
'f: with Anglicans but popular 
opinion would not countenance 
such m action, and it was 
quickly revoked. In another 
hundred years, by 1858 to be 
exact, two prominent members 
of the sect, David Salomons 
md Lionel Rothschild, had 
each been often elected and as 
often denied permission to sit in 
the House of Commons. This 
because they could not take 
the required oath "on the true 
&.ith of a Christian." They were 
.finally seated when Parliament 
voted to strike the clause when 
Jews were inducted. 

Somehow the empire man
aged to survive this assauh on 
its Ulcient traditions yet another 
hundred years. Rerruukable. 

We h~ a similar issue. 
1hc voters of Minnuota's 5"' 
cong-rcuional district elected 
Keith Ellison to Congres . 
Let me chcclt my con.mtution. 
Yea, that teems to be theu pre
~ - One Virgil Goode, 
the Republican reprexnting 
rhe S Congrc IOflal district 
of Virginia (no rdarinn) h a 
problem. , 'ot only IS Elluon a 
peaccruk, ullm,; for the with
drawal (1( Amennn fore.es from 
Iraq, he's a.ko (g p) a im. 
Gcnlt. 

announced that when sworn in 
he'd have his hand on a copy of 
the Koran. Will troubles never 
cease? 

OK, one thing at a time. 
The least important is that 
Emerson was born a Chris
tian in Detroit and converted 
to Islam in college. (I've j~st 
checked the constitution again, 
and apparently this is legal.) 
Immigration is clearly not an 
issue here. It's beyond being a 
red herring. This particular fish 
is scarlet. More to the point, 
Goode either has not read, or 
he chooses to ignore, the words 
of the constitution to which 
he is swearing, ,hand on Bible. 
Unfortunately for Mr. Goode's 
position, it reads in part: "no 
religious Test shall ever be 
required as a O!Jalification to 
any Office or public Trust under 
the United States." Damn! 

What it does not say is 
that Members of Congress or 
any other federal official has 
to take an oath on the Bible. It 
also fails to make the Bible the 
one book upon which one may 
(or may not) rest one's left hand 
while raising his right. Double 
Damn!! Oh, those Deist found
ers! Curses be on them. 

We are, I hasten to remind, 
M r. Conde and others, a ucu
lar republic (As in, "What part 
of 'secular republic' don't you 
understand, Mr. Goode.") 
H ere's a nasty little secret that I 
share with Mr. Goode and with 
my readers: Islam is no more 
absurd than any other ~ 
revealed rdigion. That, at any 
rate, is what WI: can draw from 
reading the c:oostitution. 

Clevmy, EJlilOD tuok his 
oath on an Ellldish language 
Koran dm had bdoopl to 
Thomas Jdlmoo. Jdlmon.of 
c:ou.ne, WU an atheist who had 
such little rapcct b .-W 
religion that he truncalled the 
New T estamcnt by raoaring all 
references to the miraculous. 

That tound just 
h~ heard - ti:. ;L: 
rolling Oftr in hill grnic. Noc 
bee.- Ellilon --- hil old Koran, but bcc.. Goode', 
d11tnct includel, vi aD placa. 
rbe u-ea in which .,..._ 
liYed . Oh, the uoa,. Aod the 
nft ring in on 81,k or LJrml 
It' all for thaw, a phoco-ap. 1hr 
rul oath i with ......... on die 
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W inter harvest 
By Rabbi Avi Shafran 

In a recent book, "Final 
Exam: A Surgeon's Reflec
tions on Mortality," Dr. Pau
line W. Chen writes about the 
many operations she performed 
on brain-dead patients for the 
purpose of procuring, or "har
vesting," their organs for trans
plantation. "They all," she writes, 
"seemed remarkably alive." 

This past fall, the presti
gious journal Science published a 
report on a young woman who, 
after a devastating car accident, 
was declared vegetative. For five 
months, she showed no signs of 
awareness whatsoever. Scientists, 
though, decided to put her in a 
Functional Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging scanner, a machine that 
tracks blood flow to different 
parts of the brain and that was 
only developed a few years ago. 
When they asked her to imagine 
things like playing tennis and 
walking through her home, the 
scan lit up with telltale patterns 
oflanguage, movem~nt and nav
igation indistinguishable from 
those produced by the brains of 
healthy, conscious people. The 
report's authors, while stressing 
that the patient may still be clas
sified as "unconscious," conclude 
nonetheless that she has a "rich 
mental life." 

Ten years earlier, a patient 
like the young woman would 
have been assumed, fo r all prac
tical intents, to be - effectively, 
if perhaps not legally - lifeless. 
Only the development of a new 
diagnostic technology has now 
rendered her more obviously 
alive. It's hard not to wonder 
what technologies might one 
day yet be developed - or what 
aspects of consciousness might 
forever elude scientific instru
mentation. 

The acronym DCD might 
be mistaken for some new 
medium of music reproduction 
but in f..ct refers to • donation 
after cardiac death" - the pro
curement of organs &~m ople 
whose hearts have sto , even 
if their brains may s · be func
tioning. Such procedures have 
taken place in many countries, 
despite the f.act that the cessation 
of heartbeat is not necessarily 
irreversible. Even some patients. 
whose beans did not respond to 
cardi.ac resuscitation, it is wclJ 
documented, have "come back to 
life" - m one ca5e after the I psc 
of a full n mrnut , certainly 

fficicnt tome to harvest a Vltu 
organ or two 

1he dnV1ng force bchrnd the 
11(".ra.mble to define duth "to th 
in tant • , clearly the: """rldwi<k 
~ nf nrp.11 for tran plant. 

lhu pa t rmmrr, doctor< t tl><
Wood Tr pl.i.nt tm,;rt. in 
8oftno wt:rt' old 00W t~ r-->ol 
nf ,lahl,, nrpn rn t llnitr<l 
St• ,,,uld inc op tn 0 
~l"l.~I 1f T) t..:,,,r,,J 
.-..ore ..-idr 

What does Judaism have to 
say about all this? Saving a life 
is a most weighty imperative, 
to be sure, but Jewish religious 
law, or halacha, does not perm it 
one life to be taken to save the 
life of another - no matter how 
diminished the "quality" of the 
life of the former, no matter how 
great the potential of the life of 
the latter. 

Halacha requires that death 
be clearly established, and does 
not permit any action that might 
hasten the death of a person in 
extremis. Any harvesting of 
organs after cessation of heart 
function that might not be per
manent would be forbidden. 

Unrelated to DCD is "brain 
death" - a diagnosis of irrevers
ible cessation of all brain func
tion, which modern medicine 
and secular law consider suf
ficient to permit the "harvest
ing" of organs before removal of 
life-support. What does Jewish 
law have to say about "brain 
death"? Can a patient with no 
discernable brain activity but 
whose heart continues to beat be 
considered a corpse? 

Some rabbis vote yea on that 
question. And a recent New York 
Times article about a confer
ence organized by the "Halachic 
Organ Donor Society," an orga
nization advocating increased 
organ donation from halacha
observant Jews, referred to "near 
unanimity among rabbis on the 
criteria for organ donation" -
presumably referring to the next 
paragraph 's citation of the chief 
Sephardic rabbi of the Israeli 
city of T zfat, whose criterion is 
brain death. 

But many, and consider
ably more prominent in the 
world of halachic discourse, are 

the rabbinical authorities who 
do not agree. They include the 
late Rabbi Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach, who was renowned 
as one of our generation's most 
authoritative halachic decisors, 
as well as Rabbi Yosef Elyashiv, 
considered by many Jews to be 
the most authoritative author
ity of Jewish law today. Some 
leading scholars at Yeshiva Uni
versity too, like Rabbi Herschel 
Schachter and Rabbi J. David 
Bleich, concur. 

In her book, Dr. Chen 
writes about her "83rd procure
ment" when the brain-dead body 
she sliced oren for its organs 
was that o a young Asia□-
American woman like herself, 
who reminded her vividly, so to 
speak, of hersel£ She found her
self hesitating during the proce
dure, but managed to complete 
it, although as she cut the vena 
cava and watched the patient's 
blood drain into canisters, she 
felt "as if my own life force were 
draining away." 

Dr. Chen may intend her 
account to be simply what the 
title of her book promises, a 
reflection on mortality. But per
haps another thought for consid
eration lay there on the operating 
table, the idea that despite the 
inevitability of its eod, life is 
holy - and we do well to tread 
carefully and slowly before con
sidering it gone. 

That might explain the feel
ing she writes she had at the 
end of that 83rd procurement, 
an exhaustion born not only of 
"sleep deprivation [and] over
work" but of "an unbearable 
grief." 
AM ECHAD RESOURCES. 
Rabbi Shafran is directrJr of 
public ajfain for Agudat-h lrrad of 
Ammca. 
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ALISON ON ALIYAH: 

Haredim - l; State of Israel - 0 
ne of the news stories 

that has gotten a fair amount of 
press in Israel over the past few 
weeks-but, I'm gue sing, hasn't 
been one of the most prominent 
pre s-grabbers over in Amer
ica-has been the recent battles 
between the Israeli airline, El
Al, .tnd the H aredim in I srael. 
It's quite a srory. About a month 

Alison 
Golub 

ago, Israel fell 
prey ro a one
day nationwide 
workers' strike . 
This isn't really 
news, as strikes 
of all kinds of 
governmental 
and civil insti-
tutions happen 

here every few months, gener
ally in protest of the fact that 
the workers have not received 
thei r wages for some ridiculous 

period of ti me (anywhere from 
two weeks to a year). We, the 
Israeli pub! ic, never really know 
when or for how long these 
strikes are going to take place, 
nor which institutions are going 
to take part in them this time, so 
one can imagine how disruptive 
these protests can be to our daily 
lives. 

This particular strike 
involved, among many other 
groups, the airport workers, 
which meant that for a full day 
no planes departed from or 
arrived in Israel. Even though 
the pilots were working as usual, 
there were no baggage handlers 
or maintenance people, and 
thus, no way for the airport to 
operate . 

Now here's where the story 
gets interesting. The str ike ended 
around midday on a Friday, as 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

MOREL 
CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Semmary 

and the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by tne Amencan Board of Urology 

401-274-6565 

Shabbat was rapidly coming in . 
Faced with crowds of irate and 
stranded would-be travelers (on 
both sides of the globe) and the 
huge mess that the strike had 
caused, El-Al made an executive 
decision to fly and land a number 
of planes after the sun went down 
on Friday. El-Al stated that their 
protocol is usually not to fly over 
Shabbat, but that this particular 
case constituted an emergency 
situation and was therefore jus
tified. 

W ell, the ultra-Orthodox 
community in Israel disagreed, 
and instituted an unofficial 
boycott of El-Al Airlines for 
the past few weeks, report
ed ly causing an estimated loss 
of one million shekels per day 
(about $236,000). The H ared im 
are outraged that El-Al, well
known (albeit mistakenly) as the 
"national airline" and very much 
in the public eye because of this, 
wou ld do something that would 
so blatantly desecrate one of the 
holiest of the Jewish command
ments. It is apparently irrelevant 
that El-Al is no longer govern
ment-owned and that when it 
privatized, it lost its status as the 
"national carrier," particularlv 
so with the recent emergence 
of Israir, thL ''number two" of 
I sraeli airl ines. 

Despite protestations to the 
contrary, El-Al has been report· 
edly "crippled" by this boycott 
and has made frantic attempts 
to negotiate a truce with the 
Haredim. The final agreement, 
reached only very recently, holds 
that El-Al will continue to 
adhe re to its "general policy" of 
not flying on Shabbat, but will 
appoint a rabbi to act as adviser 
to rule on whether official emer
gency (i.e., life or death) condi
tions are in place, that would 
warrant operating a plane on 
the Sabbath. El-Al is, in return, 
expected to heed, to the letter, 
the rabbi's ruling. 

This whole story simply 
amazes me, and what amazes 
me more is the lack of indig
nation and outrage by the state 
and by the level-minded faction 
of Israeli society (if there is still 
such a thing). The H aredim are 
simply holding the state hostage 
on so many levels, and the state 
is allowing the Haredim to run 
wild. The fact that the ultra
Orthodox rabbinate has tota l 
and complete control over the 
institutions of marriage, conver
sion, and divorce in this coun
trv is apparently not enough; 
rather, thev are constanth· 
making atte~pts to grab mor~ 
power, create more restrictions, 
and tighten their choke-hold 
on Israeli socien ·. 1be situa
tion rem inds me ~f the mafia in 
New York or Bos ton, ru ling b1 
in t imidation and the invocation 
of fear. " 

only bus company in Jerusa lem, 
violates the Sabbath on a weekly 
basis, and not a single Haredi 
voice has been raised against 
such religious abuses. And how 
could this be, you ask? It's quite 
simple, and it is capita lism at its 
finest; While Israir exists as a 
alternative to E l-Al should the 
need arise for such an option, 
Egged has no competition. And 
because boycotting Egged would 
mean that a lot of H aredim 
would have to "hoof it" to their 
study sessions every day, all of a 
sudden desecrating the Sabb;\th 
isn't so bad after all . A s Shahar 
Ilan of H aaretz has put it, "This 
is selective religious fanaticism 
on the basis of free-market prin
ciples." 

The ultra-Orthodox com
munity in Israel really isn't as 
interested in having their own 
religious rights respected, as 
they are desirous of seeing the 
rights of the secular community 
dropped to number two on the 
priority list, and therein t ighten
ing their grip eve r-so-sligh tly on 
freedom and human rights in all 
sectors of Israeli societv • .\.nd 
what ts scanest 1s that the Stat, 
of Israel i, allow111~ thi, I sun· 

pose I'm just a poor r~" n n rt, 
game, but it certainly is a inght
~ning ~an1e to watd; 

Alis1<1; Surn G r,~b :...11.S horn 
and gr<""-' up ,n S, 1111<·. 11,uhzn.~ 
ton .i11d ir a g c.id; rt of Brown 
Uniz 1tr:1itr. )rou (,ln (~m,11/ htr al 

..\h.Hm_Goluh<g hotmt1il.c, 1m, a•ul 
rtLld more· 11bout ht·r i1Ji.1tnturf5 011 

An interest ing side note htr 'I.L'rb.rift• ,11 wh" alno11 , 1 ,11 .. 
regards the fac t that Egged , the .~oluh.com. 
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Report 
From~ge1 

Turkish Prime ;\ l inister Recep 
Ta, ip Erdogan. \Vould Licl sec 
if the then Prime ;\linister Ariel 
Sha.rem was interested? Appar
enth· the re~pome wa<. farnrable 
'-o Lie! brought in two :1dditional 
people. Gc~tfrey Aronson from 
the Found.nion for :·diddle East 
Pc.1ce .i.nd Ibr;i.him Suleiman. 
,1 Snian bu~ine,~man living in 
\\'.1,hington who the United 
St.ne~ h.J often used .1s a back 
door contJ.CI with Syri.1. 

The Syri.1.m .tgreed to r.1.lks 
provided the~ were not ~futile 

Appointment 
from page 1 

).hjAdelc, a ,·eteran Laborite, 
\~ chosen l.i.st week bv the 
p,m:s le.i.der, Defense i\ l inis
tcr Amir Peretz, for the science, 
culrurc and sport portfolio. He is 
to replace Ophir Pines-Paz, who 
bolted in November to protest 
Prime ;\linister Ehud Olmert's 
inclusion of the right-wing 'fiHael 
Bcitcinu party alongside Labor in 
the go,-crning coalition. 

Pcrcn was quoted as teUing 
'.\bj;idcle that in l?;()vernment, he 
~d ~help imi,rovc relations 
bctv.-un the various sectors of 
hr.di ~icn·w - a reference to 
Jewish-Ar,1b · tics str.ined by the 
Pa1euini'11 intifad;i and aUega
tlOlls of institutiona1 discrimi.na-

Asked how he would deal 
with ,;.itting in government with 
Yisnicl Bciteinu lc;idcr Avigdor 
Li.cbt:rman, who has proposed 
ceding hru.li Arab aros to a 
future Palesttni;in st;i.te and oust
ing Ar-ab l2wmakcrs from the 
KncSK"t, Majadclc u.id, "h won't 
be ~,mplc.w 

But he added, " I think that 
my appointment strengthens the 
Wach government and consti-::ud ;~ ~:~he.:bf~-di rection 

Pnmc Mm1tttt Ehud Olmcrt 

~t~~ ~~:{!:,, i:r~~at~ 
expected to take pW:e at Sundiy', 
Cabinet mttllnp;, w.u poi:tponcd 
ha"ffck 

Jud!: /:',:. ;1.~1:~ :~~: 
fflll'nt of an Arab m1n1..-tet "i.s a 
apufinnt xt wh<titc time h.u 
en,,," 

C,..ockm.narnn of Majaddc.·, 

=~ir_:j~ :~:~~ rnmc 

E tl!U r,nm.1.n., ,11 «nlDf 
'\-dfad Bt:ite1m b·wm.Jlr.cr 

d Pt-rd.t in II ud10 1,,. , 

"' "'"""''"" .... J<Wioh 
o( l!""I by cncoun,r,n• 

academic t.1\ks~ but cou ld lead 
to se rious solutions. Eight meet
ings took place in Europe .md 
full reports were sent to Sh.ir011 
and to American Vice-President 
Dick Cheney. In August 2005, an 
agreement was reached whereby 
Syria would regain the Golan 
Heights; demilitarized zones 
comprising about three fourths of 
the Golan would be established; 
Israel would control the use and 
disposition of water in the Upper 
Jordan River and Lake Tiberias, 
and Syrian territory east of the 

borde r would become a pa rk for 
the use of all peoples and under 
Syrian control. 

This week someone leaked 
the story to the media, complete 
with the text of the agreement 
and favorable comment from 
those on the left who favor com
promise agreements with Israel's 
Arab neighbors. But from else
where came denials of knowl
edge of the talks and outrage at 
their even having been held. It 
began to look like a repetition 
of an incident several years ago 
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when private Arab-Israeli talks 
in Swi tzerland produced the 
"Geneva Agrcemen(, designed 
to end the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict and were immediately 
denounced by the governments 
of all parties concerned. Then, 
however, the political leaders 
had a point; they had neither 
been consulted nor informed. 
Now that excuse was lacking 
and their denials of knowledge 
sounded less like statesmanship 
and more like running for cover. 
Olmert announced that he had 

known nothing about the talks 
and that they never happened. 
So did Assad's office in Damas
cus as d id the American State 
Department. 

As of Wednesday morn
ing, the White House had not 
commented on the talks or the 
document. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, now visiting 
the Middle East, has not spoken 
publicly on the topic. The partic
ipants in the talks have also been 
silent. Somewhere behind this 
screen of silence there is a policy 
decision waiting to be made 
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WORLD 

For Olmert, visit to China is rich in meaning 
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By Dan Baron 
BEIJING (JTA) - For 

Ehud Olmert, it's a state visit 
rich in both diplomatic potential 
and personal significance. 

The Israeli prime minister 
arrived in Beijing last week for 
a three-day trip aimed officially 
at bolstering already burgeoning 
15-year-old ties and, more dis
creetly, at lobbying for a stron
ger Chinese stand against Iran's 
nuclear program. 

Even though annual Israeli
Chinese trade has risen to S3 bil
lion, Olmert anticipated a tough 
time persuading President Hu 
Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao 
to abandon their circumspect 
tack vis-a-vis Tehran, given the 
Asian superpower's bottomless 
thirst for Iranian oil. 

Nevertheless, Olmert said he 
and Wen had a "deep" discussion 
on Tehran during a meeting, in 
which Wen said "surprising 
things, things both positive and 
unexpected," Reuters reported. 

The Chinese premier reit
erated his country's support for 
U.N. sanctions on Tehran for 
its refusal to suspend uranium 
enrichment, saying they "showed 
the international concern over 
the Iran nuclear issue," Chinese 
state television reported. He 
added that "China will continue 
to play a constructive role in 
promoting the settlement of the 

~( ,Pjiltt "i't t ► r. 1 !·1,f ._'- 1 \'.''.'-, :•,],,,; 

\ ... I I'~)\' I... \ ... ._ I ' "(' •I.' 1• 

issue." 

Like Russia, China has 
been a bit of a wild card at the 
U.N. Security Council, which 
has been debating sanctions 
designed to curb Iran's atomic 
ambitions. 

The council unanimously 
passed a resolution last month 
limiting Iran's trade in sensi
tive nuclear materials that could 
be used for bomb making, but 
China appears more willing 
than Western powers to believe 
Tehran's claims that its plans are 
peaceful, and it's always ready to 
return to negotiations with the 
Islamic republic. 

Israel sees Iran as an exis
tential threat, given the coun
try's presumed drive for nuclear 
weapons and its repeated calls 
for Israel's destruction. 

Wen also raised the topic of 
Israeli-Palestinian peace pros
pects, advising mutual restraint. 

"History and reality show 
that violence cannot solve the 
Middle East problem, but rather 
they only increase hatred and 
alienation," Wen said, according 
to Chinese media. 

The Chinese leader offered 
to facilitate talks between the 
two sides. 

Since they first hosted 
Jewish traders in the ninth cen
tury, the Chinese have displayed 
an intense interest, bordering on 
philo-Semitism, in a people they 
consider their "Western coun· 
terparts" in terms of enterprise 
and cultural depth. 

The Israeli prime minister 
knows this firsthand : His par
ents, Mordechai and Bella, were 
among thousands of Jews who 
fled persecution in Russia in 
the early 20th century, settl1nis 
in the northern Chinese cm ot 
Harbin before moving on t,,· the 
nascent Zion1<t state 

The 11,rbtn Jew,. a, \\Cll 

.s corelig1on"t' who fled , , 
Europe ,nd scttkJ 111 other 
Chinese .1rc.1., such as Shan"h.11 
.1nd Ka,fcng, cxpcnenccd .llt111l t 
unprcccdcntcJ level, nf prosper· 
1ty and security Olmcrt"s parent, 
rccc,vcd profcss1onJI tr 1111ng 
111 China, even pe.iking nmc 
J\hndntn .it hnm . 

Despite its ties to the Jewish 
Diaspora, China was late in 
recognizing the State of Israel. 
It normalized relation s only in 
1992, after interim peace talks 
were well under way between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera
tion Organization, which Bei
jing long had courted . 

While it has consistently 
argued for peaceful conflict 
resolution in the Middle East, 
China has been out of step with 
the United States and European 
Union. 

"Chinese people believe that 
peace, development and coop
eration is the irreversible trend 
of our times," Chen Yonglong, 
China's ambassador to Israel, 
sa id last year, seemingly ignor
ing some of the more radical 
strains oflslamism. 

Israel and China enjoy 
robust cooperation in commerce 
and scientific areas such as agri
culture and high-tech. 

Their relationship also had a 
major defense component until 
the United States, fearing for the 
safety of its ally, Taiwan, and for 
the survival of its arms firms in 
the face of stiff Israeli competi
tion, stepped in. 

Under U.S. pressure, Israel 
in 2000 canceled a Sl billion 
sale of advanced radar systems 
to China. It has since fac~d fur
ther Pentagon ire after providing 
maintenance service for a fleet of 
Israeli-made drones that it sold 
to China in the 1990s. 

According to Israeli defense 
sources, the sca le of militan·
related trnde with China sin~e 
2000 has been minimal - Slt, 
mill,on in all. 

Yet ,nhcr trade i, tfouri,h• 
111g, .rnd high-Incl Chine,e Jd 
c_g.<tions h.<ve ,·i'1tcd !,rad in the 
pa,t 18 m,,nth,, dm en la~h h, 
1ntneq an (t\'il1 u tc(hn,,l'-,g1rs 1 

I la'arctz rcp,nte,i Chine,r offi 
oal .n the , "ant t, ,foul I the 
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Record no. of Jews in 
Congress 

W HI GTON: The 
110th Congress, now in ses ion , 
has more Jewish lawmakers than 
am· congress in history. All but 
fo~r are'Democrats. The House 
admitted six new Jewish mem
bers, bringing its total to 30. The 

en~1te has 13, an increase oft\vo 
from the previous enate. Some 
of the new House members come 
from states where Jewish voters 
Jre scarce, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
;-./ew Hampshire and \Visconsin. 
The Republican Party invested 
millions to woo Jewish voters 
Jw.11· from their traditional 
De~ocr,ltic voting habits but in 
the midterm elections nearly 90 
percent of Jewish voters, one of 
the largest proportions in his
ton·, ,·oted Democrat. (THE 
WA HI.NGTO1 POST) 

Increased pop. Growth 
in settlements 

JERU ALEM: Population 
growth in Jewish settlements 
in the \ Vest Bank has dramati
cally outpaced that within Israel, 
according to Israel's Interior 
Ministry. In fact it is almost three 
times the rate within the Green 
Line. In Israel proper, from 2005 
to 2006 the rate of increase was 
1. 8 percent. The population of 
the settlements rose by 5.2 per
cent in the same period of time. 

ettler leaders sa id the numbers 
prove the popularity of their 
communi ie . Left-wing activ
i t credit the rise mainly to the 
number of ultra-Orthodox Jews 
moving into settlements because 
of the cheap housing available 
there. (JTA) 

Barak to rnn for Labor 
JERU ALE;\-1. Ehud Barak, 

former Israeli prime minister and 
army gener;i.l, ha rnnounced hi 
nnd1dacy for leadership of the 
L.bor Putv and uccessor to 
thud Olme~t, the present prime 
m1111< er. Bu,1k, who i the mo t 
decor. ed soldier in I racl' hi -

rf, • nnginally elected to 
office w11h the expectation th,1t 
he o,uld ncl(otiate a cnmprom1 e 

pc•CC wirh P,lc,tinian leader< 
and rrv a divided nation with 
him. Bui hr pcrv,nal ryl wa< 

, .bra 1ve that I ,,.c1; repl.u ed 
him 1th ncl Sharon ,n 2()()() 
(IIA',\Rl- TZ) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
of ew York has taken more 
than 500 communi ty leaders, 
elected officia ls and/or their staff 
members to Israel on fact-find
ing missions. (THE JEWISH 
WEEK) 

passengers flying in its presence. to head off civil war between 
OTA) the secu lar Fatah and the funda-

leezza Rice met Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert in Jeru
sa lem. An Olmert aide gave no 
immediate date for the meeting 
between Olmert and P.A. Presi
dent Mahmoud Abbas, which 
Rice would mediate. Olmert and 
Abbas . held their first summit 
last month, but hopes of a break
through in peace efforts have 
not yet been borne out. Rice, 
who visited Abbas in Ramallah 
on Sunday, pledged stepped-up 
U.S. support for establishing a 
peaceful Palestinian state along
side Israel. 

Torahs on flights 
JERUSALEM: Israel's 

second airline, lsair, is making 
it own bid for Orthodox pas
sengers. Beginning this month, 
selected flights will include in 
the cabin a Torah for those who 
need one for special occasions. 
One Israeli rabbi, on hearing the 
news, said it would provide an 
additional measure of safety for 

Abbas calls for 'resistance' 
JERUSALEM: Mahmoud 

Abbas praised Palestinians who 
fight Israeli "occupation." " We 
have raised our rifles against 
the occupation, and that is a 
legitimate right," the Palesti n
ian Authority president said last 
week at a rally of his Farah fac
tion in the West Bank. " It is for
bidden to raise rifles against one 
another. Our rifles, all our rifles, 
are aimed at the occupation." 
Abbas, generally portrayed as a 
moderate, has been scrambling 

Please join us for 

Temple Beth-El 70 Orchard Avenue - Providence 

F~, F~ 2, zocn ~'1:4S f .H-. 
We are happy to welcome 

lhe Afro-Semitic 

Experience. a cross-cultural 

ensemble which combines 

African and Jewish 

lraditiona.l music. Their 

music brings people 

together and celebrates 

Jewish and African heritage 

through musical styles such 

as klezmer. jazz and 

spirituals. 

Help us welcome new and 

prospcct1VP Temple Beth-El 

m<·mbers at Lhe ·sabbath of 

Sofl/f H •,nth the Afro-Semit.ic 

Exwn·ence. and have an 

e 'l(f)fcnl'nce ro remember! 

FROM TRADITIONAL 
TO CONTEMPORARY ... 

~~NLJT/ONLlL 
¥OFFICE FURNITURE ~ 

'"".::'."""..,. ___ The Largest Showroom 
and Selection of 
Desks • Chairs 

Conference Tables 
Files • Panel Systems 
& ~ Furniture 1n 

Southeaslem 
New England 

Jon W, 

mentalist I-lamas group, whose 
ascent to power drew a Western 
embargo on aid to the Palestinian 
Authority last year. Despite hi s 
apparent endorsement for Pales
tinian attacks o n Israelis, Abbas 
a lso voiced hope for renewing 
peace ta! ks with Jerusalem. 

Olmert, Abbas, Rice to meet 
JERUSALEM: The 

Israeli and Palestinian Author
ity leaders agreed to hold a U.S.
mediated summit. The decision 
was announced Monday after 
U.S. Secretary of State Condo-

Get an additional 
copy of 

The JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 
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Borders 
Chabad CHAI Center. 15 Center
ville Road 
Cranston Public Library 
Dufusco's Bakery #2 Park 
Galaxie reserovir ave 
Phreds Pharmacy 
Ra inbow Bakery 
Sonya's on 766 Oaklawn Avenue 
Temple Sinai. 30 Hagen Avenue 
Temple Torat Yisrael Mealsite 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Avenue 
The waters edge, 2190 Broad 
Street 
Ursula's european pastries. 1860 
broad street 
East Greenwich: 
Blossoms Florist 
Felicia's Coffee (5757 Post Rd.) 
East Provid_eng:; 
Town Wine & Liquors 
Centre Court Tennis Club 

N. Kingstown 
J+WGrahm 

W,ckford Flowers 

Daves 

North Kingston Library 

Kin__g_ston South 
Temple Shalom 

Kingstor:1,_ South 
Temple Shalom 

Narr~tt 
Cong Beth David 

NeWJ)Ort 
Inn on Bellevu 
Touro Synagogu 

Pawtucket Library 
Providence: 
Jewish Community Day School 
(ASDS) 
Books on the square 
Brooklyn coffee and tea 
Brown RISD Hillel 
Butcher Shoppe 
Chabad House, 360 Hope St. Prov 
Clark the Florist 
Coffee Exchange 
Cong. Beth Sholom, 275 Camp St. 
Defusco's Bakery+ Deli 
East Side Marketplace 
East Side Prescription 
EPOCH Blackstone Blvd. 
EPOCH East Side 
Farmstead (former cheese shop) 
Fitness Together, 145 Elmgrove 
Gourmet Deli on the square 
Highland court 
Jewish Fam. Service (2nd fir, 
United Way) 
Judaic Tradtions (Hope Street) 
Lasalle Bakery. 993 Smith Street 
Laurel mead 
Miriam Hospital 
Miriam Hospital (outpatient 
bldg .) 
Palmieri Bakery (Federal H,11) 
Providence Hebrew Day School 
Providence Publ,c Library (down 
town) 
Rhodas / Juda IC tr ad1t1ons 
Rochambeau Library 
Spoons, 485 Angell Street 
Swan Liquor 
Tealuxe, 225 Thayer Street 
Temple Beth El, 70 Orchard 
Avenue 
Temple Emanu-EI, Taft AvenU(' 
Tockwotton Home 
V1lha H alth 
729 Hope Stree at 729 H 
Seeli;onk 

onkl•q~ 
Wakefteld . 
Wakef, Id l're«:nptlOfl 
Warw,ck; 
B 



1 O Jewish Voice & Herald 

Calendar 
Continued from page 2 

Games at Torat Y-JSrlld 
6:30 p.m. Tor-at Yisracl, 330 

Parle Ave., Cranston. Havdalah 
fullowed by games. Bring your 
own &voril:CS. Free refresh men ts. 
RSVP: 785-1800 or 
Steplu.nie@toratyisrael.org. 

J~h Collaborative 

Functtns Available: RFP Nqttc:e ~ 
The Women's Alliance Endowment Fund 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

is entertaining proposals for funding. 
Priority will be given to programs that 

impact women and children and funding is 
restricted to 501 (c)(3) organizations only. 

Proposals must follow published guidelines, 
available on the Women's Alliance page at 

www.jfri.org, and should be sent to: 
Jewish Federation - WAEF, 130 Sessions St, 
Providence, RI 02906. No proposals will be 

accepted after Friday. March 9. 2007. 

Please contact Kerri Poriseault: kpariseault@ifri.orq 
or401--411--4111 ext 163, withanyquestions. 

'' M itzva h of the Month" 

-~~tting 
The Mitzvah of the Month 
for February is knitting! 

Join us as we make scarves to send to 
children in Afula, Gilboa. 

• Lessons provided 
• Novices and experts are welcome 
• Needles and yam will be available, but 

bring your own if possible.~ ms 1-10 .-stM" 
~JIIIL) 

T~ 

Knitti session 

FebrAry ll 10 a.m. - Noon 
JC(Mllltl.aage 

Please bring completed knitting projects to 
JFRI office by Monday Feb. 28 for shipment to Israel. 

auction, dinner 

7 p.m. The Center, 375 Kings
town Rd. at tbe Rotary, Narragan
sett. Silent auction and dinner; 
raffle witb rare sports and pop cul
ture mcmoooilia, vacations, much 
more. Benefit for the Jewish Col
laborativeand Hebrew School. Ad
mission, with kosher dinner, S25. 
For more information, visit 
www.jewishcollahorative.org. 

Brcsler's Klezmer 
Coffee House 

8 to 10 p.m. Fishel Bresler 
& Shelley Katsh will perform as 
a duo at the Brooklyn Coffee & 
Tea House, 209 Douglas Ave, 
Providence. Admission is $9. 
Also on Feb. 24 and Mar. 24. For 
more information, go to www. 
BrooklynCoffeeTeaHouse .com 
or call 575-2284 in the mornings 
or 273-9814. 

MON.,JAN. 29 
Self-defense class 

at Sinai for women 
7:30 p.m. Temple Sinai, 30 

Hagen Ave., Cranston. Social 
Hall, Temple Sinai's Sisterhood 
will present a women's self defense 
class. The class, taught by sensei 
Tim Cummings and sensei Alicia 
Iafrate of Chick Gavitt's Ichiban 
Karate Studio, is appropriate for 
women of all ages who want to be 
prepared to protect themselves. 
Cost is S5 per person. For infor
mation or to RSVP, contact Amy 
Stein at 398-0567 or at 
steins4@cox.net. 

FRI.,FEB.2 
Afro.--Semitic Experience 

to perfor:m at Beth-El 
7:45 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 

70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Shabbat Shirah "Afro-Semitic 
Experience" will perform in cel
ebration of Slw>lnt Shirah (Sab
bath in Song). Jewish and African 

January 19, 2007 

Klezmer musicians Fishel Bresler & Shelley Katsh will perform at 
Brooklyn Coffee & Tea House in Providence on Saturday, Jan. 27. 

ensemble, performing Gospel, 
Kle-zmer, Nigunim, spirituals, 
and swing. Open to public. For 
more information, contact Susan 
Markoff at 808-6972 or Nan 
Levine at 351-8791. 

SUN.,FEB.4 
Blood drive at Torat Yisracl 

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 300 Park 
Ave., Cranston, will be hosting a 
blood drive. 

Environmental fair, seder 
1 to 4 p.m. Jewish Com

munity Center (JCC), Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. Family fair, 
fun, seder to celebrate New Year 
of tbe Trees. Sponsored by the 
R.I. Jewish Environmental Alli
ance. Free. For more information, 
visit www.rijca.org or call 272-
0623 or email Daniel@coejl.org. 

FRI.,FEB.9 
Joyous Shabl,at at 
Temple Emano-El 

6 p.m. Freylach Shabbat, 
Temple Emanu-El's joyous com
munity welcome with a spirit
filled service, catered dinner and 
two programs for children (Beit 
Nechemiah for ages 7 and under, 
Beit Cafe for ages 8 and up). All 

ages, for individuals and fami
lies, an opportunity to sing, to 
celebrate and to sch moo-zc. Reg
ister with the Temple office by 
Jan. 26 (register children for Beit 
Nechemiah at the same time). 
For information, call the office at 
331-1616. 

SUN.FEB.11 
Jewish healing potluck 

and teaching 
4 - 7 p.m. The R.I. Center 

for Jewish healing potluck and 
learning Authentic MO'llement and 
its connection to Jewish mysti
cism with Joan Webb. RSVP 
about food to bring. At 130 
Jacob St., Seekonk. Contact 
jganek@cox.net or 401- 658-1640. 

N.E. Rabbinical College 
annual dinner 

Event to honor Rabbi & 
Mrs. Avrohom Jacubowic-z, Pil
lars of Torah; Rabbi and Mrs. 
Ari Neuwirth , Alumni Achieve
ment awardees; and Mr. and J\1rs. 
Daniel Weissmann, Parents of 
the Year. Call for time and place, 
(401)274-3298. 

UPCOMING 
WED., MARCH 7 

Beth-El - Passover raffle 
Call Rona at the Temple 

Beth-El Office (401-331-6070) to 
purchase raffle tickets foragoumet 
kosher Pa sover dinner for 10-12 
people. Catered by ccounting 
For Taste LLC, on the ti rst n ,i;,t 
of P,ssovcr, Monday, pnl 2 I 
tickets must be purchased .ind 
ticket <tub returned no btcr th.rn 

' 

larch 2 to qualify for a drawing 
on March 7. 

SEND US YOUR 
C\LFNDAR l.lSTINGS 

C 

pri ,. 
d t 

I. mail to ~..,.. .. ,.,de 
,tr, n,.a F,u to • 01 ll• 7"1 n,r 
m,.,1 •~ J••ui.h Yo♦c• & H •,.ttt-fi 
1)0 9..,.,-.,on, 91 P.o-w•M"<• 
Pt o;~ At1n C,tt•"d•• 



-~--~-~--~--~----------============:===:::::=:-
January 19, 2007 Jewish Voice & Herald 11 

rt.c:; Culture 
"The most important female musician in Israel's history" 

Chava Alberstein will appear at the Zeiterion Theatre 
NEWBEDFORD-Chava 

berstein is undoubtedly Isra
el' most accomplished singer. 

he ha released more than 40 
albums in Hebrew, si.x of which 
have been awarded the Kinor 
David prize, Israel's Grammy. 

he has also released six albums 
in Yiddi h, and an English album 
of standards ranging from Ger
shwin to Lennon and McCart
ney. A dozen of the records have 
gone gold, si.x platinum, and one 
triple platinum. Often compared 
to Bob Dylan, Jonj Mitchell and 
Edith Piaf, she is considered a 
national treasure in her native 
Israel. 

She make a rare appearance 
at The Zeiterion Theatre, New 
Bedford on Sun., March 4"' at 7 
p.m. 

She is Israel; her develop
ment as an artist mirrors Israel's 
development as a country; her 
growing pains are Israel's grow
ing pa;ns. Alberstein's early 
Hebrew recordings, with names 

like "Songs of My Beloved 
Country," "Beaches," and "Like 
a Wildflower," speak to Israel 
as a fledgling country. They are 
external, almost frontier. 

Alberstein has recently 
released "The Well" , an album 
of Yiddish poems she has trans
formed into folk songs, with the 
renowned klezmer group the 
Klezmatics. 

She helped revive Yid
dish music as part of Israeli and 
Jewish history, and was honored 
with an honorary doctorate from 
Tel Aviv University. 

The Zeiterion Theatre is 
located at 684 Purchase Street, 
New Bedford, Mass. Tickets on
line: at www.zeiterion.org or call 
(508) 994-2900 and cost $46, 
$41 and $37. 

Israeli, Dutch films vie for Oscars 
By Tom Tugend 

LO ANGELES, OTA) 
- Israel's "Sweet Mud," a largely 
omber story of a youngster grow

ing up on a kibbutz, and H olland 's 
"Black Book," a thriller about a 
Jewish woman battling the azis 
as a resistance fighter, are among 
movie from 61 countries vying 
for best fo reign-language film 
honor in this year's Oscar race. 

Director Dror Shau I based 
" weet :-1ud" on his own experi
ence, a a young boy in the 1970s 
lJYing on a kibbutz in the north
ern 1 ·egev. 

Twelve-year-old Dvir, heart
wrenchingly portrayed by Tomer 
Steinhofi.s is left caring for his 
unstable mother, preparing for 
his bar mitzvah, and wrestling 
with adolescence. 

There are some relieving 
flashes of humor but the underly
ing tragedy of Dvir's young years 
is that for all of its professed ide
alism, the kibbutz displays insen
sitivity to his mother's plight. 

The fi.J m has cons iderable 
artistic merit, but continues the 
unfortunate tradition by the Israel 
Academy of Films of se lecting 

the most self-critical and down
beat portrayals of its society to 
compete in the Oscar races. 

Black Book 
"Black Book" marks the 

return of Dutch director Paul 
Verhoeven ("Total Recall," "Basic 
Instinct") to his native land, and 
he has chosen to depict his coun
trymen under Nazi occupation 
during the last year of World 
W ar II . 

The central figure is a 
beautiful Dutch-Jewish cabaret 
singer, Rachel Stein (Carice van 
Houten), who, after seeing her 
parents gunned down by Weh
rmacht soldiers, joiM a resistance 
ce ll. 

he is assigned the task of 
educing the chief of S ,ntel

ligence in Am,terd,,m, but then 
all, under ,u,p1c10n ofbetr,1v111g 

her re<istanle com rade<. 
It would be unfair to reveal 

more of the pint of this !(npping, 
re.i.li•tir thrill r. hut what makes 
• 81.ll k Bnnk" t ru h n,1tablc t< 

V rhocvcn' 11nhlinkcr d new nl 
h11i tountnmtn dunn~ thl '.-111 

-.------- ---------------~ 
MAkE IT YouRS! 

• Great Gifts for 
Every Special Event 

• Luggage 
• Decorative Housewares 

• Unique Candles 
• Gift Items for Babies 

• Stained & Frosted Glass 
&Much More! 

• Available for House Parties • Discounts Available 
• Shop at Home from our Beautiful Catalogues 

• Free Local Delivery 
Shipping from our Warehouse 

Call 401 ~941~7124 for Catalogues &- Brochures 
Hours: Sun-T hurs 7 30 a m , 3 p m & 6 p m-8 p m 

g fianft 'lJau! 
The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

is especially grateful to the following people, 
for increasing their 2007 campaign gifts 

to the e recognized level : 

Sustainers 
MyndeoGar)' ipustdn 

Pacesetters 
Tht Bazar1Alan Bugd Families 

The Ba~k) Family 
Dmi5 c Alan Feinberg 

Miller Bo Company c.- u.nda >.hllcr 
RM2 Foundation 

Tht L.wnard Rumplcr F1lllndat 10n 

S. HCl!T) c-CarLJI t('USlon 

Leaders 
Baka

\fcfu(a Buker 
,1n a, a Bcrn,cl 

A, Ian c- rllr Buff 
Jame~ I art ..,,/Jm,m - /ll'ICI ,,,IJ " 

/w, ( • R, l>tr-r J , lt"'1.lt-1 
\ urli<rt R • l .uu u ll·nfJ•ft 

llu• t L- \,clct ,,, ,,,.., 

Then:' till time tll ~1, cw nur u,mmuntt\ 
_l )7 C 1mp.1Pn ( II ·Pl 4~1 4111 ~ t 1,1 

or mak J ·urc 11nltnc •tit t 

Thank ·ou for I h in~ C 
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+ 
cademic --· dvantage 

Tutoring Students K-12 

Register 
for 1 Session 
Get 1 FREEi 

IJitlt this od. New c/ie11ts only. 
limit on~ coupon per studelll. 

Erpins June JO • .?007 
1 

All Subjects 
Homework Assistance - SAT Prep - Guided Reading/Wnling 

Improve Reading, Writing & Math Skills 

In-home, at school, and other convenient locations 

Give Your Child an Academic Advantage Today! 

Call 401-921-5860 or visit 

www.academicadvantageRl.com 

magnificent wate rfro nt 
,ai ling, canoeing, kayaking 

spac ious ca bins 

comprehensive programmi ng 
expansive rec hall 

sport, field and courb 

d1111ng hall with an inspiring view 
two swimming pools 

protrllcd environment 
h1~ly ,k,lkd, cJrm)! staff 

WJrm fmndh ,111110,phnc 
f,1m1ly k ·ltnK 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CALL: 
401-463-3170 

• CAMPJORI !!I PJO'I TMA.Jl CO 

WOIID&N'S POND 
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Daniel Orenstein, at left, a co-founder of the Rhode Island Jewish Environmental Alliance (RIJEA); Noah 
Fulmer, of Farm Fresh RI; and Alicia Lehrer, co -founder of RIJEA, raise a glass to Tu Bi-Sh 'vat, the celebra 
tion of the fruits of the earth, by drinking wine and enjoying fruits and grains featured in the traditional 
Tu Bi-Sh'vat seder. 

Environment 
from page 1 

juice to celebrate the tra nsitions 
of the seasons - from win ter to 
the blossoming of spring. 

At 3 p.m . the seder (not a sit
down meal) will be led by local 
rabbi s, who will say traditional 
blessings over three food types: 
those that are inedible on the 
outside but edible inside (such as 
pomegranate, banana) and the 
reverse - edible on the outside 
but inedible inside (such as pitted 

fruits), and finally totally edible 
fruit (berries). 

RIJEA has set several goals: 
to introduce Jewish environmen
tal ism to day schools, synagogues 
and youth groups; to establish 
an environmental curriculu m in 
grades K-8 and to continue with 
the g reening of synagogues and 
Jewish build ings. 

"'vVe also want to provide a 

Jewish voice with in the greater 
environmental community," 
Orenstein said . 

Being environmental stew-

DINNER TIME HAS 
NEVER BEEN SO EASY. 

MIX MEALS AT OUR TABLE. 
ENJOY THEM AT YOURS. 

1'-Ji • • l , I fl rTi ; "( 

All you need lo do tS 

ards is a "rich tradition within 
Judaism," he added. "\ Ve ha,·e a 
moral and ethical basis to do this 
work. I would like all families 
to come in out of the cold and 
celebrate Jewish commitment to 
planet Earth on Feb. 4." 

The event, which i · free, i 
supported by a S5,000 grant to 
the JCC from the Rhode Island 
Foundation. 

For more inf0rmation, ,~i<:it 
www.rijea.org or Daniel@coejl. 
org or ar (401) 272-0623. 
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tt~~rewDay 
The changes have been pal

pable; boys and gi rls are now 
sep;uoued as they reach middle 
school. Seeing the icon ic black 
hats on students and teachers at 
PHDS, once a rMity. has become 
quite com mon. 

Ban bones 
The school has only two and 

a half full-time adm inist rators 
governing the preschool, ele
ment.uy and rhc New England 
Ac:a.demy of Torah, its gi rls' high 
school. The dean, Rabbi Peretz 
Scheinerm,m, also serves as mar
keting director, .tdmissions direc
tor, .i.nd fundraiser. 

M\Ve'n.- really ,l.t bare bones 
nghr now,M SJ.id Rabbi Scheiner
man. 

Another issue - the school 
gives an extremely high level of 
schol.i.r!'-hjps. At least 50 percent 
of srudents at the school, many 
of whose p;i.rcnts are faculty, do 
not p,1.y full tuition; whereas an 
a,·,n.2;e priv,1te school has a more 
modest 20 ro 30 percent. 

:'\'ot ,1llowing a child to 
receive a Jewi,;;h educ.1tion due to 
2n inability to p.1y is against the 
Jewi~h tn.dition and therefore not 
2n opnon, --chool leaders say. 

The --chool has taken out loans 
2nd borrowed from its endow
ment to make ends meet and pay 
Qbries on a timely basis. l\ lusic 
had ilicady been eliminated, and 
art!. and computer classes were on 
the chopping block next for 2007, 

}:i~u:t~:~; (;JeEj:r:;ut:: 
school intervened a.nd a 143,900 
grant from the Feden.t1on kept 
the progu.m, aRoa.t. It was the 
school's fourth emergency grant 
m :u many ye-a.rs. 

Task f01"ce anigncd 
1hc Fcdcrauon had noticed 

wnh di..sm.ay regular dcficiu m 
the. Khnoi '~ budget over the put 
doun yc,1n, and had launched 
two tuk fonc., to look into the 
Khoor, •,~tc.m,c problems." The. 
hnt, launchc.d a.bout a doz.en ~ars 
ie;fl, cnm1nc.d the. school', finan
c,V ,1.nd g(J\'crnatx.c. ~11tem and 
w.arnc.d that tilt- Khool'• bu~inc 
pbn wu 0'1t 1u tamabk 

Pr,rv,drn, e I le brew Day 
I' onir of the Fednat1<Jn·• •cOfe 
;agrncllCt; rne.an,n,; rh~t 1t re:, r1ve1 
Aft 111nnw.l .alloo.h<-o of cir,mmu 
ni•, fund Th•• came tn al-.:,ur 
11,_o<>o la\~""., 

of the Federation's finance com
mittee, said at first many of his 
more serious ideas - including 
that the school move , downsize 
or cut back on scholarships -
"were not r-a ken se riously" by the 
school's representatives. Some 
members also had hopes that 
PHDS would receive a significant 
grant, simi lar to the 11.2 million 
the JC D S received last June. 

Frustrated and feeling that 
the group wasn'1 looking for real 
answers, Shuster reformed the 
com mittee, and charged Hebrew 
Day to produce, with his help, a 
solid business plan approved by 
the school's board by February. 

.. This committee has teeth,~ 
said Larry Katz, the committee's 
staffer and director of education 
services at the Bureau. "We're 
looking for definite benchmarks 
and measurable goals." (TheJCDS 
is also in the process of being 
"benchmarked~ against enroll
ment and fundraising goals. The 
results will be out in March). 

According to the 2002 Jewish 
Demograph ic Study, about 8.6 
percent of Rhode Island's Jewish 
population is Orthodox- about 
1,600 members. ~If that school 
goes out of business, the majority 
of young Orthodox families will 
go out of state," said Shuster. 

Some PH OS parents, who 
spoke to the Voiu & Herald under 
the condition of anonymity, 
had concerns with the school's 
decreased focus on modern 
Hebrew language, with "gender 
issues," including prohibitions 
against teaching girls certain 
religious subjects, and a lack of 
general responsiveness to paren
tal concerns. 

Scheinerman sa id the school 
h:u been putting more focus on 
iu language programs, modern 
Israeli history and now has a 
girl's Talmud class, among other 
changes. 

Gening enroll ment up 
So far, the task fo rce agreed 

with Schcinerman tha1 the 
budget is about u lean and mean 
as 11 could gc-1, ,o they looked :111 
ways to mere.UC mcome and dr.iw 
more ttudents. 

The va,t m21onry of the 
Or1hrxk.ix t h,ktren - Shutler 

~;;r,:~~~t::''ai;<r~~7;);:3
: 

t~re aren't nun, op11om lrxally 
11 ,JWt""W"r, • h,:,ol offi, ial• h.ive 
1hcu c~ M'I on c.la,mm,; nrw 
1,)Cirnr frnm ~harc-.o, wh11 h h,n 

t rw;t" Onhn,l<,-.: r'TUl.attom ano:I 
hu 1lr~11lv v-flf 14 ,1u,l.-n1 1h,r11 

adopt a niche educational cur
ricu lum, such as Montessori or 
Reggio, and competitively price 
it, Scheinerman said it cou ld 
become "a profit ce nter.~ 

Another option is to ~grow" 
the Jewish community as a whole, 
with the hope of attracting more 
young fam ilies with children. 
Some options include having a 
position paid for by community 
dollars that wou ld try to connect 
attractive employers - like the 
Miriam or Rhode Island Hospi
tals - with Orthodox workers. 
This would involve both shop
ping these positions to the right 
communities as well as creating 
positions that arc compatible 
with observant Jewish lifestyle 
- i.e. working Sundays instead of 
Shabbat, etc. 

Increasing income 
This parent base, while gener

ous when fundraisers come around 
(each family agrees to contribute 
at least Sl,500 toward annual 
fundra isers), is not as well-off as 
the school's coffers would like 
them to be; the median house-

Jewish Voice & Herald 13 

hold income for an Orthodox 
family here was 139,800 in 2002, 
a good deal less than 160,400 for 
a Conservative family or 177,300 
for a Reform one, according to 
the Jewish Demographic Study. 
Orthodox famil ies also must 
l.ive within walking distance of a 
synagogue, most of which are on 
the East Side, famous for its sky
high rea l estate. Th is leaves most 
fami lies with even less for tuition 
- which runs about Sl0,000 a 
year for elementary or middle 
school. 

"Th is parent body is not 
wealthy,~ Scheinerman said. 

The school is beginning to 
shift some fundraising efforts 
from the already tapped out parent 
base to the school's many gen
erations of alumni. It also raises 
nearly $30,000 a year through its 
Shabbat minyan, although some 
see this offering as stepping on 
the toes of local synagogues, as 
they claim it violates an earlier 
non-competition agreement. 

Scheinerman also positioned 
his school to be eligible for funds 

from the Rhode Island Scholar
ship Alliance. lt 's a corporate 
tax cred it that allows donations 
upwards ofl l00 ,000 in exchange 
for nearly a full credit, not merely 
a write-off. The program has a 11 
million cap for the five schools 
involved, but can grow over time. 
He is working with Larry Katz of 
the Bureau to faci litate this pro
gra m with other private schools 
who have students in hnancial 
need. Katz said it would be pri
marily marketed to Jewish busi
ness owners and corporations 
looking for good returns on their 
philanthropy. 

~or all the ideas, this could 
bring some money very soon if it 
were supported," Katz said. 

Other possible ideas might 
include renting some of the empty 
classrooms at Pl I OS to other 
Jewish organizations, creating: an 
"Orthodox Council~ compo~d 
of aU the state's Orthodox insti
tutions to problem-solve commu
nity issues, or perhaps creatin~ a 
teacher-training program ;it the 
Yeshiva and ha\·e their studcnrs 
teach at Pl IDS. 

,5 Alli,1nc.e of the Jewtsh Feqetqt;0 r, of RJ, 
'J'lornen Ocfe ls/q 

1-._~e Ptesent the 5767 Rosh Hodesh Senes "<t 

Women of V;ilot: How do they tel;ite to o ut lives? 
J,nu,ty 23 - Febru,ty 21- April 12 

4 SheV<tt- 3 Ad.r- 9 i.':}ar 

Tradition tells us that Rosh Hod.csh ( the marking of the ne w moon) was once 
celebrated by both Jewish men and women. In later years. Rosh 

Hoclesh became primarily a women's holiday - a day for women to be 
together 10 enjoy meaningful introspection. dialogue and study. 

January Shevat 
Tuesday. January 23. 2007 • 12:00-1 .30 pm 

Temple Beth El 
70 Orchard Ave, Provideocc 

$14 .00 (lunch mcludcd) 
Profei'Of Judith Romney Wegner 

February Adar 
Wednaday, Fcbnaary 2 1, 2007 
12 00- 1 10 pm • Temple Sm1.1 

JO Hagen Ave. Crw,qon 
S 14 00 (lun,;.h mdudod) 

....,,.,,._ 
0.m.:10f ol LdllUlh.wi Tco,pk 'Sm,aa 

April lyar 

llM"'-y. ApnJ 11. bWH • 7 fO, 00 pm 
J>rm, ..... ,~ ... ()n\,h,l(>I 

4Vlll~A~l',,-,•tdavc 
J\/IJl (Jr..-., u-.lu,jrd) 

•~fl,-'°" ._..._ 
R.tai Df r~- "'-'"'• 

uai.,.~Ec,yptlm: 
Htt place ID J-W. and bl•mk IICriptun Md tndJtion 

Mol4 Jc•'I - rauuliar w-.lh Abraham I OOIKV~ H.,.. 
haPdznul ors-vi arid IIXKhcJ of bh-1. •"ho" r~ 
in tbeTon.h rudm1on Roeh H~ adebo ~ 
111 Jewuh onl lnd!OOG. Hq• th•·•• pla)'t • 

unponan! role 1t1 l.tanu.: oral tt-.dllJOII (dlou&b IIOl 
nam,:d 111 tbe Qu(ui tUelf) Prof \li.'ctSI ...-.II d-. 
tbeplacc ol l-&a,;ar1nJuda!JmUld111blam »g~ 
f""11the~tuitlllldtnd.all0Nofbo&hn,\.,_. 

Salon Jc.__ o( Uw. arty 1800t 

, ·01,1~1n\-1tl'ld101~s.lon(cua lkO!i)boeted 
by lhc SaM.!11 Jc•UKI Rahd \~. tkDnctk Hen. 
at>d~Mcnck\John M«t thei!cwomienftfindoalhll'llw:) 
umc lO be par1 o( the .-k,n ... uftnff: UI Oatnwl} "-lwal ~ ... 
andrd1,:~wJthcy~1'4M-uccbnr_.,I ~c~ 
Md t'llt our WOO peot Tea Md finpr ~ic:t,e. •11 he~ 

J..tldl"-....... ~ ,.. ... ~ ..... ,,_,,...... __ 

~lndllaoltcill 1fw '4••·•--"""--• ~"""",_.... • ..-..~ .... Im,,.. -· ,. • .,_ ......... _ ~.._~r-,. .... ~ .. ,,,,......,..._ ....... .... 
..,,.. ... -.............. ~-~ .. .... ,.,.., ............. ~ ..... , ...... _.........t.. .............. hit_ 

•-.111,ttn-'1h• lhr-.;: ledlf11.111r'rdrd 
f,,,d1,...-~ .-tnrtei-ff' hM0 rh'-w.-Nt .... ..-fwrte - . .)l'n--. 

{"" t~•l¥1'rlffl'U" _.,, -' 1--'lllc,· attt• ...,,...._ jftinr, • tm~ 
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FOOD 
~; , I 
, C 't V l,'3 n 
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"""' ~,., ~ \.; ,J 

By M arylyn Graff 
Tu Bi-Sh'vat, "the New Year 

of the trees" is a happy time in 
Israel, signaling the end of winter 
and time to plant young trees. 
It's traditional to eat the fruit of 
the trees, such as figs and dates, 
frequently made into a cake or 
dessert. I cut this recipe out of 
a magazine a few years ago. You 
can call it Jewish fruit cake. 

Tu Bi-Sh 'vat cake ingredients: 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

2 tsps. baking powder 

2 tsps. baking soda 

1 tsp. salt 

1/ 2 tsp. allspice 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1/ 2 cup golden raisins 

1/4 cup each dried figs, dates 
and apricots, cut small 

3/4 cup chopped walnuts or 

pecans 

3 large apples, peeled and 
shredded , not too fine 

1 tsp. grated lemon peel 

2 cups sugar 

4 large eggs 

1 cup vegetable oil 

1 tsp. vanilla 

Method: 
P reheat oven to 325. 

Spray a large tube pan with 
vegetable oil. 

Sift the flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt, allspice and 
cinnamon onto wax paper. 

I n a medium bowl place the 
cut-up fruits and mix in 1 Tblsp. 
flour. 

In the large bowl of an elec
tric mixer, beat eggs slightly, mix 
in oil, sugar, apples, lemon peel 
and vanilla. Blend well on low 
speed and slowly add the flour 

Fine Wines 
Beers & Spirits 

t<.)~ 
& a Full Selection of 

Kosher Wines 
F01l i4LL OF YOUR SPECI.4L OCC.4SIONS INCLUDING ••• 

8Ml/8i4T MITZV.4HS, WEDDINGS i4ND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-42 1-5760 

~(te (9p0f'ncr[ 

:J)almieri's 33c&ery 
(f;,f,eJ ,n /9()/ 

Proudl) \.Vclcomo th e Balling 5wff J,om Barney ·~ 

Bagels 

· Challah 
Multi Grain, Wheat, Rye, Sourdough 
and many other types of breads 

• Assorted Muffins 

Variety of Bakery Treats 
Cnmr 111 to •nmplr nur u111qur arra, 

nf rt/1111c bulwl goocl•. 

147 Ridge Street • Federal Hil l 
◄01 - 831 9145 

,,..1.1 ,0 
~ 

m,- s.oo, m 
m,- •,oo,m 

- 1.00,111 

A~oilal>/, 

January 19, 2001 

,-. 
LO l. the ,'3C .,!l-'3 o n~1 l b~ll(t:~i.' 

Dried figs, dates, apricots and other fruits give cakes a yummy, seasonal taste. 

mixture. Fold in the fruits and 
nuts. 

Pour batter into pan and 
bake 50 - 60 minutes until top 
is golden and toothpick inserted 
comes out dry. 

Cool 10 to 15 minutes, invert 
cake onto a rack and cool com
pletely. Sprinkle top with con
fectioner's sugar or icing made 
w ith a cup of sifted confectioner's 
sugar and a couple ofTblsps. any 
frui t juice. 

Honey orange upside 
down cake. 

(This is not technically a Tu 
Bi-Sh 'vat cake, but oranges are a 
main product of Israel and they 
grow on trees, so why not? It's 
another of my magazine finds 
and very good.) 

Ingredients: 
1/ 2 cup honey 

1/4 cup orange juice 

1 la rge unpeeled orange, 
sliced 1/8' thick 

T HE O RlGlNAL 

CASERTAPIZZERIA 
HOME OF THE WIMPY SKIPPY 

A Rhode Island Tradition for Over 50 Years! 

If You're 
Not Eating 

j)cASERTA'S 
You're Not 

Eating Pizza! 

3/4 cup butter or parve mar-
garine at room temp. 

1 cup sugar 

2 large eggs 

1 Tblsp. grated orange peel 
(from another orange) 

1 1/2 cups flour 

1 tsp. baking powder 

1/2 tsp. baking soda 

1/4 tsp. sa.lt 

1/ 3 cup whole milk or milk 
substitute 

Method: 
Preheat ovt,n to 150. 

Put honey and oranp;e _1u1ce 
into a 9- or 10-inch m·enproof 
frying pan, prefer•bh non-<tick, 
with sloping <ides rnd <t1r ,wer 
medium high heat until lx>il
ing. Cook without <tirrinJ,; until 
foann and ,Jip;htly th i.:kcncd. 2 
to 4 minute< (Thi, will l:,e alx>ut 
230 on • cand, thermometer if 
mu ha,-.: one ) Rcm,wc from hc,11 
~nd co,,J until thickened, al-out 
15 minute< , ,\ rrao,i.c <>ran.;c 
,li,o ,n 'd ~ingk IJ)U ·1n p•n ,wcr 
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Community 
Agudas Achim plans Havdalah, movie 

TILEBORO - Congregation Agudas Achim is inviting the 
community to two events on Jan. 20 and 27. Both will rake place at 

gudas Achirn, 901 orth Main Street, Attleboro. 

Havdalah Happening, which will be held on Sar., Jan. 20, wi ll 
show this month's special presentation of the film, Keeping Up with 
t& Suins. a lighthearted look at the world of extravagant L.A. bar 
mitznh (not to mention dysfunctional L.A. fami lies.) 

The movie begins at 7:30 p.m. The showing is free and refresh
ments will be provided. 

A Jewish Journeys discussion group will be held on Sat., Jan. 27, 
at 9:00 a.m. This group welcomes those exploring or deepening their 
relationship to Judaism. 

Participants are welcome to stay for the service at 10 a.m. 
For more information, call {508) 222-2243 or visit www.agu

dasma.org 

Jewish War Veterans receives grant 

CRANSTON - Edward F. Sanderson, executive director of 
the Rhode Island Historical and H eritage Commission has presented 
a check for $950 to the Jewish W ar Veterans of the United States, 
Rhode Island Section. This represents a legislative grant under the 
2007/2008 appropriations act to support the organization's opera
tions. 

The Jewish War Veterans of Rhode Island is composed entirely 
of volunteers, whose mission it is to preserve the rights and memories 
of all veterans. 

Senior lunch gets new caterer 
CRANSTON - The Jewish Family Service kosher mealsite is 

now having lunches Cltcred by Accountingfor Taste, a catering com
pany run by Debbie Blazar. 

The mcalsitc is a place for seniors to have lunch, participate in a 
wide range of activities and socialize with other seniors. Located at 
Temple Torat YtSracl, 330 Park Avenue in Cranston, it is open Mon. 
through Fri . from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Activities include yoga, exercise, 
dance therapy, cooking classes, health checks, discussion groups, 
cntcrtti.nment and a special Sabbath meal on Fridays. Transporta
tion is ava.ilabk for residents of Cranston and Warwick. 

Reservations arc required and there is a suggested donation of $4 
for the lunch. For more inform:<tion, call 781-1771 {between 9 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m.) or info@jfsri.org. 

Kahbalah of Character 
An eight w,:clc. course on the Jewish Kabbalah of the Character

wtll begin on Tucsdiy,Jan. 23, at 7:15 p.m. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 

Thinking About 
This Year)s Resolutions? 

May We Suggest. 

At EPOCH Assisted Living, we offer New Year's Resolutions you really can fulfill ... 
while offering the security and peace of mind in knowing a caring staff is available 
24 hours a day. 

EPOCH Assisted Living ... "The Residence of Choice For Seniors" 
and New Years Resolutions! 

~ 
EPOCH" 

SISTED L I VING 

on the East Side 

One Butler Avenue 
Providence, RI 

401 -275-0682 

SEN IOR LIVIN G 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Providence, RI 

401-273-6 565 
www.epochsl.com 

15 

= 
1he course will be g,ven by R..bbi Moshe Laufer. For more infor

nut,on and to RSVP call Chab:ld of Barrington at 247-4747 

The R esidence of Choice for Seniors = 
pro,cct of the JcwtSh learning Institute of RI . www.myjli.com. 

Save some gas - Get home delive 
1th gas pric ri ing and the temperature dropping, 

why n t get the Je\\-i h Voice & Herald delivered 
direct! toy ur h me - after all, 
IT' FR •. !! 

and phom: numb r 
' ll4ll• 21 lll)ancl 

i"IIII 
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As WE GRow OLDER 

Satisfaction: A moving target 

Finally! 
A presmption with srde effects you wont. 

Given long life, we are 
blessed (or sometimes cu rsed) 
w ith a variety of experiences. 
If you are lucky, the good out
number the bad. Some experi
ences are forced on us. Some are 
the result of our own preferred 
actions. Luck plays a big part in 
what comes our way, but mostly 
we ourselves determine what 
will dominate our lives. 

~ FIRST HORIZON 
' HOME LOANS 

Jonathan Salinger 
Branch Manager 

■ Free Advice and Pre-Qualification 

■ Construction I Renovation Loans 

■ 100% Financing Options 

■ Special "Self Employed" Programs 

Less Stress. More Choices. 

300 ~letro Center Blvd. Warwick, RI 
(401) 736-2250 • Toll Free at 800-611-6256 

Unique Home Furnishings 
and Gift Gallery 

(l c,n. ~Jail' 
20%- 50% 

Int rior D coratin~ 

~ 
LENDER 

Except for the joys (and 
sometimes, the heartaches) that 
orig inate in our relationships 
with friends and family, noth
ing else influences the quality 
of living more than the work 
we have done, whether it is in 
the home or in the workplace. 
It is the lucky individual who 
can enjoy both work settings. 
Think about it. Did you have the 
privilege of picking your form 

of employment? 
Did you enjoy 
or regret your 
choices? Did 
you adapt to 

at home with the kids" I was 
filled with excitement-and tons 
of guilt. Fifty years ago Jewish 
mothers who had no major 
financial need stayed home with 
their children, no matter how 
unfulfilled or bored they were. I 
kept reassuring my boys (and my 
anxious mother-in-law) that I 
could manage both roles, would 
always be available to them and 
that OTHING would be dif
ferent at home. And with much 
effort (and a benevolent boss), I 
pulled it off. It was not easy. Two 
jobs (properly done) are harder 
than one. 

forced demands Why did it work? I was lucky 
of employment, and did not have rotten kids. 

Terna 
Gouse 

or continue to 
resent them? 
Only in old age 

can we openly express feelings 
about our vocations. 

Our parents and grandpar
ents had their jobs and their 
roles mandated, not the products 
of choice. My mother and my 
grandmother never questioned 
the responsibilities of child-bear
ing, child-rearing, housekeeping 
and feeding the family. Their 
male counterparts were rarely 
free to follow personal interests 
and pursuits. Their mandate was 
to earn enough money to meet 
the family's needs. 

That has changed for our 
chi ldren and our grandchildren. 
It has even changed for some of 
the over-SO generation-some
what. It is now possible for some 
of us to choose, rather than have 
imposed, how we will derive 
gui lt-free satisfaction about 
changed roles. 

V\/e can "wear two h,ns" 
pursuing interests while main
taining the more traditio11.1I 
responsibilities. \,\/omen c,tn 
combine marria~, motherhood, 
JOd be paid to perform work out 
of the home th.n will 5at1 fi u,. 

"!his is not exclu<i,·eh the 
option of women. lcn c.111 now 
earn a I" mp; .ind ,rill ha,·e the 
time to de,·clop other 111tere,ts 
and enjo1 an important role 111 

child cue 

,\ ,ad ,ton ab,,ut the 
empln1 ment pi,iure t,,d.t) ,, 
how nun1 wnrkinp; pe0plc. men 
and women .,like. di,likc their 
jnh . Bad •~ that i • 1t , ·• w ,r<c 
· i.cncrat,nn •Rt1 Thc1r pa1J 
cmrln 111 nt I c• en1,.1 to 1n,l1-
\11h1•I nr hrn1h need and man, 

And maybe even more impor
tantly, I loved my job. From 
October 1, 1959 to October 15, 
1985, I never woke up one morn
ing and wished I did not have to 
go to work. I was a satisfied lady 
and that provided the stamina 
for the demands of two roles. 

If a working person feels 
trapped in unhappy labor, the 
dissatisfaction hampers their 
relationships with those who are 
dependent on them. Developing 
new skills with the potential for 
emotional reward and happier 
daily employment seems out of 
reach to many. 

\ Ve hear this best described 
by retirees who bitter!~ (and fre
quently) recall intense dislike of 
the routine and the employer on 
jobs held for dec.1des. i\lemories 
of the Depression years of the 
30s deterred them from risking 
job change. Long-time employ
ment on .1 job w.1s equated with 
security. 

Ian\' ambitious women of 
the 40s .rnd the 50, who m11!;ht 
h,1\'e pursued pcr-onal intere,ts 
were not enc0ur.,gcd to e,plnre 
their dre.rn1S . Finding a ,uiuhlc 
hu,bami was the cht,1(c that"'' 
enc,,uraged . Their other ah,htie, 
were not ah, a,, -alued . 

Toda,\ ,nunR, nmen want 
the ,t,mulu, (and the in",me) 
th•t " nt•t a,,i1.1,1c in the 
kit,hcn ) oung men •r omc • 
\\ h.H freer hl ((ln .. 1d r ortJ(ln 

nd arc mMc "illing to pur uc 
nppNtun,11 , (an l n•k th t 
cnuld cn .. urc th 1r n,,t reK:ntt 

tung up o,h 111 ,rmng 

1th , hatt, r 
cqu• 
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Community 
Mazal Tov at community center 

PROVIDE 'CE Effi 
Rotem 1s a graduate student at 
Brown. His wife, Ronli was 
pregnant with their first child, 
but thev "'-eren't affiliated with 
.my Jcw'ish organization in town 

and very much wanted to have a 
brit Mi/ah Oewish circumcision). 
They met some of the rabbis 
at the Providence Community 
Kolle! and they arranged to hold 
the bris at the Jewish Commu-

nity Center of Rhode Island on 
Dec. 12. 

Above, Effi, standing, 
watches mohel Shmuel Taitel
baum perform the brit Mi/ah 
on his son Ariel, who is held by 
Rabbi Raphael Schochet. 

Jewish Healing group to meet 
EEKO. ' K - On Sunday., 

Feb. 11, from 4-7 p.m., the RI 
Center for Jewi h l lealing will 
ponsor a potlu k ~athmng and 
e.1 h1ng o Authmtu MO'IJ,mmt· 
Brtnt•nK Sprntua! Prac/lu into th, 
Body The presenter will be Joan 
\'ebb, n experienced teacher of 

,•hen ,c 1 1ovcment The prac-
tKc nd ,. nnc, ,on to Jewish 

Kollel planning 
new clas es 

mysticism wilJ be explained, 
including these three points: 
movement from inner impulses, 
being witnessed without judg
ment, projection or interpreta
tion, and developing one's inner 
witnc'-:-. . 

Afterwards, participants will 
practice Authentic Movement 
w,th Joan Webb as their guide. 

Those interested in partici
pating are asked to RSVP about 
the food they plan to bring. The 
event will take place at 130 Jacob 
St., Seekonk, MA 02771. Atten
dance is limited. 

Contact jganek@cox.net or 
(401658-1640. 

BONN IE KAPLAN AB It CR~. 
GRI SRI S 

• 2003 & ZOOS Coldwell Banker Top Seil~ Awdrd 

• lnternJttOndl President 's Club 
of Top Producm 2002 ZOOS 

• /'flt County Wa:Jungton Bo.ird of Realtor} 
Pldtmum Grd,. of frrtllPll(P ~ward 2003 2005 

2005 ,1lcs 
ot•cr. ~ 13,000,000 

"Let Sonni 's Experience 
Work for You!" 

www.N•wEnglandMov•s.com 

Silverman McGovern Staffing 
Rhode Island's Leading Office Staffina A,gency 

67 Cedar Street, Suite 104, Providence. RI 02903 

632-0580 
WJNW.SilvermanMcgovern.com 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS 
A ·o THEIR P. RE 

SENIOR YEAR 
IS 

TOO LATE 
to develop your 

College Game Plan 
P~l"'l' al .tuf (. Jr~ r ,J (. ol(Ul,,r ·l .ik 1 

• 
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~ ~ S,-a.ist • CertJ(,ed Buy.- Represent•tive • Certifted Negotiation Spoc1allst 

Realtor "IOCC 19"i7 

I listen, I care, 
It's all about YOU! 

Let \ 'E.'\RS of experience 
benefit YOU ! 

E,cept10nal Market Knowledge Multi-m1lhon Dollar Producer 

IE:1:~11-idBII 
~ Angell Nails ~ 

Professional nail care far ladies & gentlemen 

Walk-ins welcome 
Gift certificates available 

•' • Acrylic Nails • Gel Nails 
_ Nail Art • Waxing 

~ ~r-brush Design • 

15 South Angell Street • Providence 

401.490.3137 
Monday- Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

• Sunday 11 :00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Valet parking availa.ble 

Reliable • flttenti'V(e * CMJllri;g 
c; 

Home Care 
atJFS 

401-331-1244 

h 

JEWISH 
AMILY 

RVICE 

j 
SHOULD BE THE RIGHT OF EVERY CHILD 

fNDfV1DUALIZED TUTORJNG FOR ALL STUDENTS 

• All sub1cc1s, Middle School through High School 
• Emphasi, on improving Math Slulls anJ Understdndmg 
• Cutting-edge techniques for 11nprov1ng Reading and Wnung Skills 
• Preparation for the SAT, the SSAT, and other adm1ss1on:, tc,rm.g 
• Help with orgamzauon and tcst-t~lkrng strategics 
• Assistance with homework and study skills 
• Ennchmcnt act1v1 t1es that go beyond the clas!troom 

Expert Instruction Ava_ilable 7 Days a Week 
Tutorm~~ av01lable m home, in {jCbool. oJ other convement loc,JIJ()ns 

Contact Cindy Kaplan of: 
KAPLA T TOR ING SERVICE 

(401) 595-9350 or email: cckop/an@kopla11tutor.com 
www.kaplantutor.com 

Your ~ len1orics l~tchcd l 11 ~tone 
\fr11111110m,. \o.-.ful/,l1fl. \J,/, ·~f,111f'\. '111·,·,,,I (kr·n\11111.(. I', I.~. 

11111/ 1/,•mnnc( 1/,,,1 ,.,,,, (/111,d ti,,· fr~/ ,~{/1111, 

J,u,, 1,/,,,/11.\ 1·1111 (>t tnH·r I 11urTrn·d w1 1/orhl,·. 
r~,1111,1,· ,,,- ///11111,r111tnl kn lu 
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Michele Keir of Jewish Eldercare 
of Rhode Island, a program of 
Jewish Seniors Agency, points to 
the display she designed for JERI 
and the JSA Women's Associa 
tion's booth at the Temple Sinai 
Mitzvah Mall. 

helps fund 

van for seniors 
PROVIDENCE - At la-t 
month ·s annual meeting oi 
the Jewish Seniors Agency 's 
\ Vomen's Association, the 
members voted to make a major 
gift to Comprehensive lu!t 
Day Center, a program of 
Jewish eniors AgencY, of up to 
$17.000 tow.rd the purchase of 
a new, handicapped-accessible 
van . At the same meeting the 
winning tickets of the \\' 
annual raffle, ere drawn 

.tbout 
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ALARMS & SECURITY 

Richard Levenson 
custom Home Division 

ADT Security S&wces, Inc. 
333 Smitf1 Street 

Providence, RI 02908 

Direct Vo/aVFax: 866. 666. 9200 
Corporate: 800.999.59S0 ext 1393 

APPRAISAL SER\'IC[S 

REAL ESTATE 
Appraisal Services 

Estate Settlement 
Divorce Settlement 
Probate 
Tax Appeals 

Purchases or Refinance 
Equity Lines 
Condo, Single Family 
& Multi-family 

., 1, ':,.; J 11J, ,\·lussucltLL'iCtl5 e-- Co1111('(/l{ut 

MAR WOOLF ♦ 401-474-8400 ♦ Fu: 401 -633-6357 

~~ 
~~~"' JIU 
/}YII~ Wll/ '1(1 

1039 MINfPJ,l SPTUN, AVl. N. PROVIDENCE, RI 
+ct-721-8705 f-BOO--U4--8705 BAUOONfYTUNES@CS. COM 

B.-\R/8.\R MITZ\'.-\H & En,r Locrno,s 

On• Rhodu Plac•. Cranston, Rhode Island 
401 467 -7102 Fax401 -383-9413 

imperialrm " rishriners.necoxmail.com 

CAKES 

• Elegan t Custom Designed Cokes 
• Delic ious Non-Dairy Cokes .-
• Personalized Attention 
• Works with Caterers 
• Wedding Cokes 
• Cookie Favors 
• Unique Designs 

To Order Today Call 401-647-9658 

www .NancysFanciesCakes .com 

CARPETING 

-SIIOPAT• ~i 
-== ON THE GO---~ 
We Bring The Samples To You! 
Carpet • Laminates • Vinyl• Wood• Ceramic 

Call Us 726-3000 
For A FREE Estimate _ = 90 Days Same As Cash 

Check out our website www. factorycarpetoutlet.com 

CoMPllTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • lnstallation/Set•Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

331 - 0196 
co ll free 

8 00 -782 - 3988 
1 ro JeFf•non " " ~ ·- S6llt t c. W• r•ltk, ~ , • w w w .p<tr11110le.com 

I MBF, Inc, 

Flnanci I S rvice 
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HEARING Arn SALES & SERVICE 

T1VT <&c ell/ llermp, 11,u,✓• 
D R. CH A RLES s. F ABER 

D R. M ARK P. A NDREO Z ZI 

D R. B ARB A RA J. G U I LLETTE 

• Board Certified, Ear, Nose & Throat 
Physician on Site 

• Offering the Newest Technology 
in Hearing Aids 

• Repairs & Service 
• Custom Ear Pieces 
• Mail-Order Batteries 

251 P ARK A VE., CRA, STON 

P HON E: 401-785-0976 
33 D ANI ELSON PI KE, ORT H SCITuATE 

PHONE: 401-647-7486 
450 V ETERANS M EMORIAL P ARKWAY~ S LJTE 103 

E AST P ROVIDENCE • P HO:--IE: 401 -435-5644 

Staircases Ramps 
Hardwood floors • Tile floors 

ALL TYPES OF HOME REPAIRS 

Place vour business card in the 
Jewish Voice & Herald Directory 

and have it 
delivered 
to 10,000 

households I 

Call 
Frank zasloff 

401-421-4111, ext. 160 
II: fZI I ff ifri. 

• 
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hSVll-\\CE 

Starkweather & Shepley 
ln urance Brokerage. Inc. 

Affiliates: 
Insurance Unden,riters. foe. & Morton Smith , Inc. 

David B . Soforenko, c1c 
Senior Vice President 

60 Catamore Boulevard, East Providence, RI 02914 
Phone: (401) 435-3600 Fax: (401) 431 -9307 

Email: dsoforenko@starshep.com 

hTERIOR DESIG~ 

Providence, Rhode Island 
401-751- II 07 

Cell - 401-225-9938 
jms5l245@aol.com 

From paint and wallpaper 
to fixtures and furniture 

KOSHER C<\TERI\G 

,10va's _Catert1ze 
• ), Creative ~ 

Full Service for ALL ()cca.goos 

253 Mnteld l#e • Non:rl, 1M 02766 
Tit (5(.sl 2.8&-2242 • Fa:~ 2.8&-2243 
~ --~ 

LIGHTI\G & DP1IG\ 

~GHTING~ -
~JSKELEmlC ~ Co.-

U IDl rTJAL • CX>"llofUlOAI., WI IOU.SAU• R£T,\JL 

Vi,rt ,,.., lArtt S<kction of lAmp> and lAmp Sh«<la! 

• Tuea. fn . 
7 AM - i l'M 

,1 1-1J1,1!J11 \\J•~1 I ,JctJl'\."tfO'- RIOl4119 
, , .,. , t U•I t' I "'f.11, 

To place a 
Bu"inc"" Dirccton Ad 

call Slll·lk\ Ca, oli 

MEDICAL & DE\TAL 

CENTEQ ror tlEALTtt 
relieving your pain & revitalizing your life 

Dr. Gary J. Post 
Chiropractic Physician 

South Kingstown Offic~ Park, Suite C-5 
24 Salt Pond Road • Wakefield, RI 02879-4325 

401-789-5008 • Fax: (401) 789-5550 

Telephone (401) 943-0761 Office Hours By Appointment 

750 Reservoir Avenue, Cranston, RI 02910 

~llu,,,9l CJwnl,d,, 'm.'IIJ. 
Wliduut a<. 9il~, m.'IJJ. 

'William,,. 'Wia,,, m <t,. a<. S., <gJ_ a<. 5l. 
~ a<. ,...._, <g}_ a<. 5l. 

Dermatology - Pediatric & Adult 
~ "f1audiw • ~ 9/...Jut,,, 

(Licensed Estheticians) 
Laser • Waxi11g • Facials • AHA Peels • Air Brush Ta1111i11g 

www.riskindoc.com 

East Side General, Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry 

New Patients Always Welcome 

Michael L. Rubinstein, DDS 

Robert J. Ducoff, DMD 

Mabra B. Rubinstein, DDS 

•• Blu~ Cron A DlllllDalW." 
Dfflhll "'"''-""....,...., 

OMetlife· • 
Other insurances Welcome 

[ 401-861-4358 ] 
Visit our web site at: 

www.drsrubinsteinaodducoff.com 

362 Ives Street • Providence 
(East 5/dt - Comtr of WattmJOn Strm. nt!lf ~ 5qcm) 

/mutt Portrng Loi at Rear uf Offia 

HARRY C. SAX, MD, FACS 

mificd b the 
a.t,omtl Org1miu,tiort if 

MEDICAL 0PTO)IETRY 

Eye Doctor 
Elina Goman Baskin , O.D. 

Comprehensive Eye Health 
Examinations 

Prescription Eyeglasses! 
Contact Lenses 

Magnifying Devices for 
low Vision Patients 

For appointment call (401) 351-5664 
50 Maude Street, Providence , RI 

PAI~Tl~G 

~~~ 
GET PROFESSIONAL 

Interiors 
Exteriors 

Mike Sivik 

Color Consulting 
Special Finishes 

Cheri Light 
401-941-4112 -Cell: 401-573-4498 

PLASTIC P.-\DIE~T 

Get Paid by Credtt Card & Debit Card • Oieck ProtectKll end Other Serlices 

~~ + _,,,,,_~~-.. - " .... -
P.O. Box 3J7 • Millsled. MA 02048 • Tei 5(11339 04-40 fax: 5(11339 0076 

Pu ,rn,,c; Ft\Tl REs & Sl PPLIEs 

lyle ol Oiscounled Pm 
1le Lartest Balll 
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Jay S. Alexander 
H RWI H, l\lass. - Jay 

. Alexander, 67, died Jan. 5, at 
his home. 

H e was the son of the late Dr. 
Daniel and Florence Alexander 

H e attended Brown Univer
sity and graduated from Suffolk 
University with a B.S . degree. 

Ir. Alexander was a techni
cal editor for Allyn and Bacon 
publishers for ten years, where 
he edited college textbooks in 
computer science, engineering, 
and other sciences. He also had 
been a technical writer for Wang 
Laboratories and for Sanders 
Associates. 

In 1985, at age 46, tired 
of the hectic world of greater 
Boston, he decided to re-orient 
his life and moved with his family 
from Melrose to Harwich to live a 
quieter existence. He re-focused 
his priorities to have his work 
more closely aligned with his 
hobbies, particularly his love for 
fixing cars, mopeds, snow blow
ers, lawn mowers, and all other 
things mechan ical. He operated 
the Harwich Gerry gas station 
for three years, repaired motors 
in a small engine repair shop, 
as embled and repai red bicycles 
at Benny's, and received consid
er2ble publicity for his work as 
the Car anny, advising people 
whether the used cars they were 
thinking of buying were lemons. 
His passion was to fix things. 
He could repair practically any 
mechanical object. 

He played clarinet and sax
ophone in the Harwich Town 
Band fo r almost 20 years. He 
also enjoyed sailing. 

He leaves two brothers, Dr. 
Paul Alexander and his wife 
Sheila of Providence and Law
rence Alexander and his wife 

1ary Alice of Marblehead; five 
nephews and nieces, Rachel, Zev, 
An, Katie, and David Alexan
der. Formerly married to Carol 
(Be-.kwith) Alexander, he was 
the epfather of Scott Beckwith. 

Contribution may be made 
1n h .. memory to the Alexander 
Family Endowment Fund of the 
Jcw"h Community D.iy chool 
.,f RI 
Albert ewton Bellin, 84 

CRA. ·sTO, ' Albert 
on Bellon, 84, died J.in 9 

Born JO Pr0V1dtn(e, ii 

1<m of th late f l.i.rold 
,nd R~ (Adl<"rl 

un~tnn 

1 World \. >r II tr 

ton; a nephew, Jeffrey Bellin of 
Cranston; and five nieces, Dr. 
Debra Katz of Humble, Tex., Dr. 
Marcia Katz of Houston, Tex., 
Elyse Katz and Michelle Katz, 
both of Venice, Calif., and Paula 
Bellin of Mass. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warn•ick. 

Contributions may be made 
to a favorite charity. 

Sondra Flink 
( Greenberg) 

ATICK, Mass. - Sondra 
(Greenberg) Flink, died Jan. 4. 
A resident of Natick, she was the 
wife of the late Stanley Flink. 

She leaves a son, Henry Flink 
of North Chelmsford, Mass.; a 
brother, Herman Greenberg of 
East Providence; a nephew, Jef
frey Greenberg; and a niece, 
Linda Killian. She was the aunt 
of the late Howard Greenberg. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Jewish National Fund, 
42 East 69"' St., New York, NY 
10021. 
Jeremiah). Gorin, 89 

PROVIDENCE -
Jeremiah J. Gorin, 89, a retired 
attorney, died Jan. 9. H e was the 

• 
husband of Rosalind 
(Fenton) Gorin. Born in 
Boston, a son of the late 

Samuel and Anna (Greenglass) 
Gorin, he had lived in Rhode 
Island for 60 years. 

Mr. Gorin was a graduate of 
Christobal High School in the 
Panama Canal Zone, Duke Uni
versity and Harvard Law School. 
He practiced law in Rhode Island 
for 50 years, retiring in 1995. 

He served in the U. S. Navy 
during World War II . 

Mr. Gorin was a member of 
the American and Rhode. Island 
Bar Associations, a member of 
Temple Emanu-El and a past 
president of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community Center. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
three sons, Stephen H. Gorin and 
his wife Cyndy of Canterbury, 
Conn.; Lawrence R. Gorin of 
Providence and David M . Gorin 
of Boston. He was the brother of 
the late Paul Gorin . 

Burial wa JO Lmcoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

ontnbut1on1 may be made 
to the R.J Bu Foundation, 
115 Ccdu t , Providence, RI 
0290J 
David Licker, 90 

R ' TO, D~v1d 
27 I le 

Mason and belonged to the Elks 
Club. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
a son, Joel Licker and his wife, 
Linda, of Cranston; a daughter, 
Sharon Garber and her hus
band, Perry, of Cranston; three 
grandchildren, Stacy, Marcy and 
Stuart; and three great-grand
children, Katherine, Abby and 
John. He was the grandfather of 
the late Jolie Garber Savdie and 
the brother of the late Morton 
Licker. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be 
made to Hospice Care of RI, 
169 George St., Pawtucket RI 
02860. 

James Sock, 93 
NORTH SMITHFIELD 

- James Sock, 93, died Jan. 4. 
He was the husband of the late 
Grace (Brown) Sock. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late 
David and Eva (Karklin) Sock, 
he was a lifelong resident of 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. Sock was the owner of 
the former Sock's Radio and TV 
Repair and of Sock's Auto Sales, 
a used car dealership. 

He was a former member 
of Congregation B'nai Israel in 
Woonsocket. 

He leaves two sons, Alan 
Sock and his wife Joyce of Dan
bury, Conn.; and Harold Sock of 
Framingham, Mass.; a daughter, 
Barbara SockofNorth Smithfield; 
a daughter-in-law, May-Ronny 
Zeidman; two brothers, Sheldon 
Sock of Cranston and Nate Sock 
ofWarwick; a sister, Irene Cohen 
of Cranston; nine grandchildren 
and 17 great-grandchildren. He 
was the father of the late Susan 
and Robert Sock. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Make A Wish Foundation 
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of R.l. , 757 Park Ave., Cranston 
RI 02910. 

Abraham ''Al" Feld, 93 
N. DARTMOUTH, Mass. 
- Abraham "Al" Feld, of8 
Merrymount Drive, died Jan. 
11 at St. Luke's Hospital. He 
was the husband of Rebecca 

(Modiano) Feld. 
~ Born in New Bed
~ ford, a son of the late 

Jacob and Rebecca (Liss) Feld, he 
had lived in North Dartmouth 
since 1971, previously living in 
New Bedford for 58 years. He 
was a World W ar II Army Air 
Corps veteran, earning the rank 
of First Sgt. 

Mr. Feld owned Marlene 
Shoe Store for 37 years. 

He was a member ofTifereth 
Israel Congregation. After retire-

Obituaries 
ment, he volunteered at St. Luke's 
Hospital for over 20 years. 

He is survived by his son, 
Ronald Feld and his wife Reta 
Noblett-Feld, of Iowa City, 
Iowa; his daughter Joyce Feld 
and her husband Charles Glisson 
of Knoxville, Tenn., a brother, 
Benny Feld of Warwick, and 
three grandchildren, Lisa, Mat
thew and Erin. 

Funeral services were held 
at Tifereth Israel Congregation, 
New Bedford. 

In lieu of flowers, contribu
tions in his memory may be made 
to Tifereth Israel Congregation, 
145 Brownell Ave., New Bed
ford, MA 02740. 

The Only Local 
Fa11tily-Owned 

Jewish Funeral Home 
in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RJ 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-777 1 

~ Cutifed,.,, tht 
;i~l R.I Boonfo{Rnbbrs 

fu-Nud Progrt11m A,,,,iJ,,.bk 
Wl,,,/rl,,,;r A=ibk 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island and Southca rem Mas ·adrnsen mm ro 

Sug.irman-S111.u Memon.J C hapel fur service, rnmp.ui.100 .md ~en 1m,1y 

Jill E. Sugannan, Funeral Di"ctor 
Ira fay Fleisher, Funeral Di"ctor 

Shelly Goldberg, Associate 

JSR Hor 
{40 1) HI 

trc t, PnH iJ 11, , RI 
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870 Oak.lawn Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 
401.942.8844, Ext. 42 

LLevine@prudencialgammonsrealry.com 

An independently owned and opcralcd member of 
Prudential Re-di Estate Affiliales, Inc. @ 

Classroom 
Visiting Day 
Thursday, 
January 25th 
8:30-10:30am 

Parents of prospective students 
observe classrooms, 
meet current Gordon parents. 
Tours tailored to each age level 
RSVP to 
admiss,on@gordonschool .org 

THE GORDON SCHOOL 

45 Maxfield Avenue 
East Providence. RI 
401 434-3833 
Nursery through eighth grade 
Fmanoal aid available 

www.gordonschool .org 

Saturday, January 27th • 2:00pm 

Join nationally ac.cla,m d storytel ler, Judith Black , 

\hr 1 :ad\ u\ thm11~h tale<, of unhndlcd lau~htcr 

od tr·,m, ahout om l,vc",, fam,l,c.., and r ·lat1nn,h1p\ 

w,11 < pbr the. mtnc ,1ur\ of r<"liltmn,hip, wllh 

our d ,h p;irc nt~, < ontcrnpl,ttc h,,w r,t11 c.hildrcn 

d u mt11 111, ,~ w · wr tld n n hav, gm11 ind 

:h fur m aphor 10 i.,,i.11d th r< I of 1.111r l1111 

RSVP by J IR.l'Y 25th to 401-737-7222. 

,r n i ·h farms 
k 
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D'VarTorah 
Parashat Vaera - Exodus 6:2 - 9:35 

Exodus 6: Bearing Fruit Even In Old Age 
By Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson 

Most of our lives are dark
ened by the shadow of aging. 
In our society we lose respect 
for the old, deride their physical 
condition, and are quick to put 
them into nu rsing homes. We 
associate the old with the incom
petent, with a state of perma
nent boredom and irrelevance. 
By bleaching our hair, lifting 
our faces, breasts and stomachs, 
sucking off our fat, and dressing 
in the gaudiest apparel possible, 
we hope to "stay young" forever. 

Our fear of age trails us 
everywhere, urging middle-aged 
women to undergo cosmetic sur
gery and middle-aged men to 
find a mistress. It whispers to 
us of "our last chance" - what
ever the vice in question. There 
is a frenzied quality to our rec
reation, our relationships, and to 
our acquisition of property, since 
we expect all of them to ward off 
the inevitable - death. 

There is one way to ward off 
death, but it doesn't lie in the 
distractions and the stuporifics 
offered by today's fashion maga
z ines. We can ward off death, 
prevent its encroachment into 
the realm of life, only by truly 
living each and every day, only 
by refusing to see the elderly 
as the walking dead, or to view 
aging as equivalent to dying. 

We can put off death by 
honoring the old among us. 
Look, for a moment, at how our 
Jewish tradition speaks of age. 
In today's Torah portion, Moses 
and his brother, Aaron, receive 
God's comma nd to appear before 
Pharaoh to demand the free
dom of the Jews. In what looks 
like an unnecessa ry digression, 
after discussing the conversation 

The Torah mentions 
the ages of Moses and 
Aaron to teach us that 
age is a source of pride 
and that by honoring the 
elderlywe bring richness 
to our own lives. 

between the brothers and God, 
the Torah records that "Moses 
was 80 years old and Aaron 
was 83, when they made their 
demand on Pharaoh." 

Why does the Torah stoop 
from the drama of statecraft and 
diplomacy at the highest levels 
to reveal something so mundane, 
so irrelevant as the age of these 
two leaders? 

According to Rabbi Abra
ham ibn Ezra (12th Century 
Spain), this reference to advanced 
age is unique. "We don't find 
prophets anywhere else in Scrip
ture for whom the text points 
out that they prophesied while 
elderly, except here." 

Only for Moses and Aaron 
does the Torah go out of its way 
to tell us that they were old. 
Why? "Because it att ributes 
greatness [to M oses and Aaron] 
beyond all other prophets, for 
only to them did God appear .. 
. for only to them was the Torah 
given, and thus th rough their 

hands do the righteous inherit 
the Coming World, while all 
other prophets either chastise or 
predjct the future." 

In the words of the Talmud, 
"at 80 - the age of strength." 
What is the strength of80 years? 
Surely a teenager is stronger 
physically, and a child can run 
farther and packs more energy! 
The acumen of a 40-year old i 
more quick and deft, and a 60-
year old is more keen to the ways 
of the world. 

The strength of 80 is the 
wisdom that comes from expe
rience and completion. H .. ving 
run much of the course of life, 
having seen the follies .. nd p .. s
sions of the human heart rise 
and subside, having seen thcir 
own and their friends' dreams, 
limjtations and achievements, an 
adult of 80 years is 6 nail able 
to look at the hum:rn condition 
with compas ion and some kep
ticism. At 80 ~ of age, 
need no longer sen-.: either pas
sion or ambition. 

Finally, .at 80, can n:view 

: I I I 1- 800- HOM E CARE 

our life, t;i.krng tod. of ho" 
those who can:J for u< a< ch1l • 
drcn p,.ved our path, through 
life. fur good or ti-,, 111 In our 
,-nuth, c ch one of u< wa cared 
for hy 'S<>Ol (lnc olclcr. \, link ,n 
the ,h•tn nl th g-cn r t1nn<," 

1 -800-466-3227 al l ,,...., tor nth r h., ,lcpcn<I 
hat th .I 

• Home Care 
• Hospice 
• Companion Services 
• free Consultation Vi■it • · 
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Birth 

Julie and Matthew Brom
berg of Barrington announce 
the birth of their daughter, Alli
son Flora, born on September 
10. 2006. G randparents are 

usan and H oward Bromberg of 
Providence and Amy and Robert 
H ir sch of Potomac, Md. and 
Bri to!. 

Albert 
pa er r,f \\'ar·virk •nnouncc the 

cng.i.gcrrrr • ,,t their daughter, 
hirlcy A on pater, 10 Howard 

Bruce Freedman ,n f~1r ;rnd 
, Ir l.e .m.! Frccdm.i.n ,,f F•ll 
Rm:r 

" -
Dr. Gary Frishman named 

to professional positions 
PROVIDENCE - Gary 

Frishman, MD, of Cranston, 
interim director of Women & 
Infants' Division of Reproduc
tive Medicine and Infertility, 
has recently been elected to serve 
on the board of directors of the 
American Association of Gyneco
logic Laparoscopists (AAGL), the 
premier society focusing on mini
mally invasive gynecology. As 
a member of the board, he will 
work with colleagues from around 
the world in advancing the mis
sion of the AAGL, to ensure the 
safest and most effective diag
nostic and therapeutic techniques 
that afford less invasive treat
ments fo r gynecologic conditions 
In addition, Dr. Frishman has 
been selected to serve as an oral 
examiner for the American Board 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology. As 
an examiner, Dr. Frishman is 
directly involved in ensu ring the 
level of knowledge and expertise of 
the next generation of caregivers. 

Ted Stein 

Local business owner receives 
lnremational award 

PROVIDENCE-Ted Stein, 
owner of Allegra Print & Imaging in 
Providence, received an International 
Sales Growth Award for leading one 
of the top 10 businesses in increased 
sales volume for North America. 
Stein, whose business is a member 
of the Allegra Network franchise 
system, was recognized with this 
award from the company's world 
headquarters in Northville, Mich. 

Eagle scout honored 
WARWIC K - Andrew 

Charles Garber became an 
Eagle Scout at the Warwick Bap
tist Church, Jan. 4. A member of 
Troop 117, Andrew's Eagle proj
ect was to rehabilitate the his
torical cemetery on Love L ane 
and Cowessett Avenue, near the 
Cedar Hill School. 

Andrew is the son of Ken
neth and Sharon Garber and he is 
a senior at Tollgate H igh School. 

D aniel Katz wins JCD S
geography bee 

PROVIDENCE - Daniel 
Katz, a 6'h grade student at the 
Jewish Community Day School, 
won the first rou nd of the geog
raphy competition of the 19•h 
annual National Geographic 
Bee. 

'.IAKE \URF YOUR C Hll.11 I\ J'Rf l'ARLll f OR fl If \Al 

i,our 11ptH nl 
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Carol Schneider 
Member of the 

#1 Gammons Team 

Realtor since 1983 

• Multi-million dollar producer 

23 

• Serving all of Rhode Island 
Exceeding your expectations 

~ Prudential 
vei, Gammons Realty 

401-374-3774 

E-mail: carols@gammonsrealty.com 

O 1005, An indeptndently owntd and operated memOO of Prudential Rul Estate AffillltfS. loc. 
Prudential Is a Sffl'Kt mark of The Prudentlal Insurance Company of Amffla, Equal H<MlogOpportlm)' 

You know that noise 
your heart 111ilkes 

when you work out? 

IT' S CALLED APPLAUSE. 

Think of each beat as your heart's way of cheenng you on 

for staying physically active. Want a standing ova~on? Try 

keeping your diet low in cholesterol and saturated fat too. 

For more ways to lower your risk of heart attack and stroke. 

visit www.amencanheart.org or call American Heart ft 
1-800-AHA-USA 1. Associatioa. y 

Learn and LNe. 
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- No, evil is not genetic (not even for Germans) -
B Justin "Jay" Strauss 

pent the past two years 
trnveling the world to di cover 
how to come to grips with my 
feelings about Germany and his
tory in the 20th century . 

Do people have the ability to 
forgive, even if the memory still 
painfully remains? I believe the 
acred Torah teaching that sons 

are not guilty of the sins of their 
fathers. i\ly odyssey to eek out 
the roots of conflict, suffering, 
forgi,·eness and friendship has 
led me to centers of contention: 
Jordan, Vietnam, Ireland and 
other . 

\ \'hen in Jerusalem this last 
December, I noticed a sign that 
marked Konrad Adenauer Street 
a.nd a.sked my friend Shlomi 
whether he knew who Konrad 

denauer was. He didn't. When 
he learned that, in the early l 950's, 
Konrad Adenauer became the first 
elected Chancellor of \,Vest Ger
manv, hlomi was stunned that 
a G~rman official had achieved 
uch an honor. I a ked him to 

take the time, in the near future, 
to read about Konrad Adenauer's 
1960' vi it to Israel. The German 
Chancellor was responsible for 
reparations and publicly apolo· 
giz.ing to the Jews for all the 
horror the German people had 
inflicted upon the Jewish people. 

Vietnam: A Forgiving Post
\ Va.r A lliance 

The United State of Amer
ica invaded Vietnam in the 1960's 
and finally left in 1975. We may 
h.ive killed over two million 
Vietnamese people. We used 
n.ipalm, mines, cluster bombs, 
.nd manv other instrument of 
duth, •pr.iyed 440,000 tons of 
dioxin on the people and coun
try ,de, rnd dropped more bombs 
on Vietnam than were dropped 
on eHrvone, everywhere during 
\\'orld Wu JI Do the people 
h•tc u ~ The truthful an wer i< 
no 
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owners, professors, teachers, and 
religious leaders. 

While in Hanoi, I spent 
an evening next to West Lake, 
where John McCain landed when 
he was shot down. I slept in the 
home of an VA soldier who had 
been shot and napalmed during a 
battle in South Vietnam. At 63, 
he was still recovering from his 
war wounds. When I first came 
into the room, I noticed that he 
was visibly hesitant to come for
ward to greet me. I sensed that 
because of my age he thought 
that I had been one of his ene
mies during the war. 

After hi s son came over and 
acted as an interpreter, we shook 
hands. During the next eight 
hours we hared food, drink and 
opened our hearts and minds to 
one another. The next morning 
,1,ftcr breakfast, we <aid goodbye 
with • huis and even a few tear,. 

l rel and: 

Ir I.incl 

through the Common Market; 
plenty of high paying jobs are 
available. Education is now a 
great goal of the I rish people 
I rish. Catholics in Northern Ire
land want the Brits out and peace 
and prosper ity may transcend 
religious bigotry and violence. I 
believe that the British will allow 
Northern I reland to join the rest 
oflreland in the near future . 

Israel: Tolerance and 
Understanding 

One of the best speeches I 
ever heard was given (largely in 
Hebrew) by the Crown Prince El 
H assan bin TaJal of Jordan at last 
year's Brandeis University gradu· 
ation ceremony. Yehud,1 Rein
hart, the President of Brandeis 
and an l sraeli citizen, person
ally invited the Crown Prince to 
the school. The prince urged the 
graduate, to struggle for world 
peace, e pec,ally between Arabs 
and their Jcwl'h ne111:hbors 

I had to v1<11 the tnuntrv ju t 
to -cc ,f wh,t the Crown Pn,c 
aid wa, dLLUratc. \ Vhile there, I 
aw )(Hdl pn .,t,, l111t, 111 p<:,1,clul 

ln x1 tent<. h t\.v en 1'.rdd J.nd 
Jurd.,n ·\ pn11r ltllllltn \.\·1thnuf 

the nil ri, he t,11111d t.:l c,"·hrr, 

sonnel wore US style uniforms 
and most alJ of their equipment 
was English or American. The 
deep Western roots of the leaders 
of both Jordan and of Israel set 
the stage for more tolerance and 
understanding. 

Jordan's population is almost 
60 percent Pa lestinian. This could 
be problematic in the future, but 
peace and jobs seem to be an 
immediate goal. During my visit 
guides, business people, and the 
mi litary, were very polite and 
respectful. 

I strongly recommend vis
iting Jordan . When we left, the 
Jordanian customs and immi
gration officials even g,we my 
Israeli friend a glass of tea. 1 was 
always greeted with J smile, even 
if I probably didn't deserve it. lf 
nothing else is true, I nC\·er <aw 
or fe lt any sign- of unplea,.tntnc" 
towards my,clf J< .in Amenun 
or Jew. · 

Germany: ction peak• 
lh" bring me ba,k tn Ger 

mam and 1t, ,urrcnt rclat11llt,h1r 
,-,th the Jew and l•r• I 1 ·rn 
under u,~d d 
h», dire th 
c;unun 

deeds and gifts arc too numerous 
to mention. They assisted her in 
the Gulf War, with educational 
grants, and today, Germany is 
Israel's largest trading partner. 

If you access the web site 
www.is rael i-w ea pons. com 
and then click on "Naval Weap
ons," you will see that I srael has 
a large fleet of German designed 
"Gal" submarines and the newest 
Dolphin submarines. Three of 
these subs were built in Germany 
and two were outright gifts to 
Israel for the sum of S365 million 
dollars each. 

There is an old Chinese 
saying, "Look not to what the 
man says, look to what the man 
does." Talk is cheap, and we must 
su rely watch what really happens 
with future generations. Some
times, however, as in the case of 
Germany, the news is heanening; 
Young German tourists to Israel 
outnumber those from anv other 
country. There are a nu~ber of 
large synagogues in Germany 
again, and an important Holo
caust Memorial in the center of 
Berlin. I believe this is more than 
"blood money," but a long over
due and slowly evolving SO-year 
relationship. After all , as the 
saying goes, "Yesterday's enemies 
are tomorrow's allies." 

Hatred puts you in a life-long 
prison, and you will never be at 
peace with you rself. It is all-con
suming. There is a lot of hatred in 
this world, and our Torah gives 
us a way to go in the future. 

"You 
hate 

not 
your brother 

your heart, but in 
you 
with 

shall 

shall reason 
your neigh

bor, lest you bear 
sin because of him. 
You shall not take 
vengeance or bear 
any grudge against 
the sons of 
own peopl e, 

your 
but 

you shall love your 
neighbor 

If. I 
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£.gt them eat cake 
By Marylyn 
Graff 
mgraff@jfri.org 

An impor
tant feature at 
every wedding 
is an imposing 
cake at the center 
of the festivities . 
Today, there is 
a much wider 
choice of fla
vors, shapes and 
decorations than 
there used to be. 
M ost bakeries 
will personal-
ize the cake to 
suit the couple, 
the season or 
the theme of the 
wedding. H ere 
in the O cean 
State some brides 
w ill elect to have 
frosting seashells 
cascad ing down -----------~----'-""• 
the layers, and a veritable botanical garden of flowers, either fre h or 
formed of hard icing, is always in demand. 

Wedding cakes at most bakeries are priced by the person rather 
than as a whole . They tend to run from about S3 per person and up, 
depending on how elaborate the design is . Many brides come to the 
bakeries with pictures of cakes cut from bridal magazines, some
times so elaborate that they will run up the price considerably. 

Cheryl Manni at La Salle Bakery on Smith Street in Provi
dence says that their most popular flavors are yellow, chocolate or 
almond-flavored white. Fondant, rolled smooth and applied to the 
layers is the curren t icing of choice and off-white or champagne 
often replaces white. A wide ribbon may be wrapped around each 
layer. Flowers may be hand-made of a hard icing that "~II keep its 
shape when molded. The layers may be round, square, heart- hapcd 
or what-have-you. 

The ubiquitous bride and groom on top of the c.i.ke h.,·e l.i.rgeh 
disappeared unless they are a special item made b~• somebody like 

See Cake. page, 
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'fhe best mitzvah we have: 
sf[ guide to OrthodoxJewish weddings 

By Daveeda Goldberg 
If you're an Onbodox Jew, 

getting married is incredibly 
eas}~ all you have to do is have 
the groom hand an object over 
to the bride and say a few magic 
words. 

Everything else is, more or 
less, custom. So why go through 
the whole complicatoo and elab
orate ceremonies? What is it all 
about? 

Throne and Table 
The typical Onhodox wed

ding starts with a bride's recep
tion and a groom's tisch, Yiddish 
for table. At the bride's reception, 
guests line up to congratulate 
the bride, who sits on a throne 
surrounded by the women of 
both families, including moth
ers, grandmothers, sisters, and 
sisters-in-law. 

At the groom's tisch, friends 
of the groom sing and offer 
words ofTorah while the groom 
accepts and witnesses sign the 
lutubah, a contract detailing the 
payment owed to the bride in 
the event of divorce or widow
hood. 

But it's more than just the 
Original Pre-nup: The lltuhah 
also lists all of the husband's 
material obligations to the bride, 
including clothing, housing, and 
conjug,u relations. The formal 
engagement of the couple also 
ulccs place at the tisch. The 
engagement ceremony con
clude when the mothers of the 
bride and groom join the tisch to 

smash a plate over a chair. 

Bedecking 
One rarely thinks of 

"romantic" in the same breath as 
"Orthodox Judaism", but there 
are few things more roman
tic than the bedekin ceremony, 
which comes next. 

Here, the couple's broth
ers, fathers, and the closest and 
loudest of their friends sing and 
dance backwards in front of the 
groom as they escort him to 
his bride. As he approaches the 
bridfs throne, the groom may 
be pale and full of awe, or he 
may be trying to control an ear
to-ear smile. 

And then the groom stands 
in front of his bride. If he fol
lows the most prevalent Ash
kenazi custom, he will not have 
seen her for a week prior to 
this moment. As he leans over 
her and reaches for her veil, he 
may take the chance to whisper 
something in her ear, to claim 
a small, personal moment in 
the middle of the crowd. The 
fathers of the bride and groom 
also wade to the front of the 
crowd to approach the bride 
with private blessings of their 
own. The groom then pulls the 
veil over her face and is danced 
away again, this time to await 
her under the wedding canopy. 

Canopy and Seclusion 
No one gives away a Jewish 

bride. Both of her parents escort 
her down the aisle, each hold
ing a lighted candle. (Another 

• ii',•ddin , 
• l'ronu 
• Iii tori 
• nJ f.) 

Toro 
luch i\fore! 

custom has both mothers walk
ing down with the bride and 
both fathe rs with the groom. 
This custom can be convenient in 
cases where parents are divorced 
and may be uncomfortable 
walking together.) Under the 
huppah, the bride circles around 
the groom, the couple sips the 
wine, honorees recite the seven 
blessings, the groom hands over 
the ring and the kitbag, and then 
breaks the k.iddush cup, invit
ing a moment's thought for the 
lamented and destroyed Temple 
of Jerusalem and then a rousing 
chorus of maul /O'Vs. And then 
the bride and the groom are 
mobbed. 

"Decorous" is not a term 
often used for Jews, and now is 
certainly no time or place for it. 
Friends and family rush up as 
the newlyweds step down from 
the canopy. Another backward
dancing gang forms to escort 
the couple to the fichu room. 
In fichu (seclusion), the couple 
may exchange gifts, and eat 
(they will probably have fasted 
all day, since the wedding day is 
described as a mini-Yorn K.ippur 
for bride and groom, atoning 
them of all sins). Most impor
tantly, they will enjoy what may 
be their first moments entirely 
alone together. 

The Essence of it All 
And then comes the danc

ing. But first, let's go back to 
our initial question: why all this 
complicated ritual when there is 
little that a couple really needs 
to do to get married? 

When my husband and I got 
engaged, my father-in-law sug
gested we invite only our closest 
family, and serve a modest, tradi
tional fare of herring and chick
peas. This was his initial ideal 
of a wedding: modest, intimate, 
no-big-deal. My husband's little 
brother interceded. He called 

his father on the phone and said 
simply, "Dad, you can't do it that 
way. The Jewish People want to 
dance." 

The essence of the Ortho
dox wedding is the dancing. It 
is a positive commandment, a 
binding law, to make a bride and 
groom happy, and the dancing is 
where this happens best. 

The gender-separated danc
ing at a typical Orthodox wed
ding may seem foreign to many 
readers, and it certainly entails 
a loss. I always loved foxtrot
ting with my great uncle at my 

See Orthodox, page 6 
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Cake 
From page 2 

Lladro. Flowers, fresh or molded, 
top many cakes. 

bakes two cakes per weekend, it is 
recommended that she be booked 
at least six months ahead. 

traditional or whimsical. 

Scrumptions also feature 
groom's cakes, which are often 
served at the rehearsal dinner 

January 19, 2007 

The bakeries in --~-----~-----~-
Rhode Island that spe-
cialize in wedding cakes 
all seem to have a great 

Nancy Sepe of "Nancy's Fan
cies" of North Sciruate, is able to 
offer kosher and non-dairy cakes 
in chocolate and white. Her other 
most popular flavors are choco
late cherry-or-cinnamon and 
coconut, although almost any 
flavor is available. Fillings may be 
raspberry mousse, various butter
creams, French creme or others. 

Anna Carreiro at "Scrump
tions" in East Greenwich wiU 
also design a custom cake, which 
may be almost any shape. She 
even made a "falling-down" 
shape ordered for one wedding. 
She also bakes a cake to look like 
a stack of wedding gifts. Recently 
the requests for color have been aU 
over the map, especially browns, 
pinks and blues. Among the spe
cial toppers now being asked for 
are bride-and-groom monograms 
or initials, either flat on the top 
layer or standing up. The cake 
may be adorned with fresh fruit 
or berries to suit the season, as 
weU as with flowers. It may be 

-----------------.... deal of flex-

Sepe will also design to suit. 
Her cakes may be almost any 
shape, bowed, flowered or even 
a stack of luggage. She shows 
a cake with CindereUa's shoe 
adorning the top. Another is 
decorated with a variety of icing 
seashells. 

6onnitgo 

'Bon.nit (j. (jofa 401-724-

and have for a theme some inter
est of the groom. The cake may 
be decorated with the symbol of 
his Alma Mater, a favorite team, 
or be shaped like a football or 
a sailboat. Just about anything 
goes. Scrumptions also presents 
a fi rst-year anniversary cake to 

each of its couples. 

"Capturing life's special moments 
since 1988" 

• many package plans 
•personal service 

• custom plans available 
•digital files included 

www.hellerphoto.com 
(serving MA and RI) 

508-668-4277 508-277-2601 

ibility and 
creativ
ity. Lisa 
Costantino 
at Pastry 
Gourmet 
in Provi
dence says 
that her 
most popu
lar cake is 
white with 
strawberry 
filling, and 
traditional 
designs are 
fa v O r e d · LO_r_n_a-te- ,i-b_b_o..Jned icing. 
RoUed fon-
dant in a marble like 
pattern in off-white 
covers each layer, 
often with swirl or 
geometric designs 
applied in white, 
gold or a color. 
Costantino says 
that she is seeing 

a come-back of the traditional 
bride and groom figures. She 
even made one of the bride chas
ing the groom around the cake. 
(She didn't say at whose request.) 
Sea shells instead of flowers are 
in demand in coastal communi
ties such as Newport and Narra
gansett. 

She recently made a large 
cake, about four feet tall, deco
rated with fuschia calla lillies. 

Nicole Skrek at the Johnson 
and Wales "Johansson" bakery 

says that a new trend is a wedding 
cake made entirely of cupcakes, 
individually frosted and stacked 
in a tower with a butter cream 
rose or other flower on each. 

White is the most popular 
color and flavor for her regu
lar cakes and the rolled fondant 
icing. She may fill her cakes with 
mousse or fresh fruit and decorate 
with cascades of icing flowers, 
fruits, shells, or other elements. 
She says that no one asks for the 
columns separating layers any 
more. Along with all the other 
bakeries in our area she will ful
fill just about any request for a 
theme or individual request. 

So all upcoming brides, you 
can use your imaginations and 
order a one-of a-kind c,_ke to 
grace your special wedding. 

Marylyn Grajfwrila t&fao.J 
column far tlu nro,,pa~r. 

Daniele DiChristopher 
401 -617-5031 

Serving Buyers and Sellers 
in Rhode Island & Mas achusetts 
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\T/ - $lowers of loJ:Je for the bridal party-\Tf 
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By Marylyn Graff 
What's a wedding without 

flowers? The person planning 
the wedding should visit flo-

• One-on-one coaching & guidance 

• Supportive, yet challenging 
atmosphere 

• State-of-the-art equipment , 
brand new stud ,o 

• Group & circuit training for all ages 
and atxhties 

• lnJury recovery programs 

rists to look at arrangements 
and bouquets. Some florists are 
much more creative and artistic 
than others. Many have books 
of photographs of their wed
ding work. It's nearly always 
better to choose flowers that 
are in season as they will be 
less expensive and often fresher, 
since they don't have to be 
shipped so far. Tulips are lovely 
in the spring as are chrysanthe
mums in the fall. 

Consider also the style of 
the wedding, formal or on the 
casual side, indoors or out, and 
the color scheme. 

All flowers ate beautiful, 
but many have hidden mean
ings, which can vary by flower 
color. Roses, for example, por
tray love, joy and happiness in 
most colors, but, notwithstand
ing the Yellow Rose of Texas, 
that color also may represent 
jealousy. Orchids can mean 
love, beauty, and refinement. 
Camellias are very romantic 
and carnations speak of fasci
nation and devotion, except for 
yellow, which signal rejection 
and disappointment. (It might 
be best to stay away from yellow 
flowers in general.) 

Lilies, especially white 
callas, can represent innocence, 
but are, to some, a bit funereal. 

The red and white rubrum 
lilies are always a favorite, for 
both bridal bouquets and table 
decor. Stephanotis often shows 
up in both bridal bouquets and 
the men's boutonnieres. 

Most white flowers: baby's 

FunFit 
Fundamental Fitness & Training 

Chrltl Oeegon, owner 
P,,.,,. [,,, , n , ftp lhf1tn, 

401 471 

breath, o range blossom, lilies of 
the valley, speak of purity and 
innocence but their function in 
arrangements and bouquets is 
mainly to fill out and add relief 
to the gaudier blooms. 

Besides the bride's bouquet 
and the bridesmaids' flowers, 
you will want boutonnieres for 
the bridegroom and ushers, 

corsages for the mothers, flower 
decor for the bimah and/or 
huppah and table decorations for 
the reception. 

The important thing is that 
the flowers add their beauty to 
the joy of the occasion. 

Marylyn Graff is a copy editor 
at the Jewish Voice & Herald. 

,tr ,tr ,tr ,tr '\tr '\tr 

ry ea1un9 
832 qfape Street 

Traoid~nce, rl?...-7 02906 

(401) 331-7350 

THE ORIG I NAL 

RADlA 
UT 

DI J\ M 0 

T 



6 rid.al ltowca e 

Orthodox 
From page 3 

cousins' Refurm weddings, fur 
example. However, there are also 
advantages to separate dancing. 
For example, no one has to worry 
about having a date or a dance 
partner. 1ost significant! , the 
gender separation of the tradi
tional wedding creates the oppor
tunity fur a unique expression of 
the mitz,ooh to make a bride and 
groom happy. 

If you look into an Orthodox 
wedding hall you will see the bride 
always at the center of the cirr.le of 
womerL The women whirl in dab-

D-t: ·1EL K 

orate patterns around and around 
her, everyone hoping to get a 
chance to dance with the bride 
at the center for a few moments. 
Often the bride's friends organize 
special eotertainment, or "shtick." 
They may pull out cowboy hats 
and stage a sudden hoedown in 
the middle of the hora. Or, they 
may wave flags pre-printed with 
the bride's favorite sayings. Or, 
they may suddenly pull out a 
dozen smiley face balls, and throw 
them around the circle in honor of 
a particular bride's special love of 

FIELD&ROSE 
JEWELRY· GIFTS· REGISTRY 

I \9 ~"1'< A...- • P'°'idcna. RI 1401) 33 1-5323 IL-ww.fieldandrost.com 

Y3ridal 
J/3eauty 

mERLF noRmAn 

smiley faces. 
On the men's side, you will 

see the groom likewise always at 
the center of the party. Every
one angles to catch his hand and 
involve him in a vigorous kick
step or Fiddler On the Roof-style 
mazurka. And, for those moments 
when he needs to catch his breath, 
the men will get him a chai r, steal 
the bride from the women's side to 
sit beside him, and show off the 
back flips and juggling they prac
ticed just for the occasion. 

At the end of the night, when 
most of the attendees have gone 
and only the closest family is left, 
the mechitza (the curtains separat
ing the men's and women's sides) 

will often be wheeled off to the side 
and the bride will get her chance 
to dance hand-in-hand with her 
brothers and father, the groom 
with his sisters and mother. 

On the one hand, an Ortho
doxJewish wedding is about com
munity: layers of ritual fold and 
incorporate bride and groom, 
bride's family and groom's family, 
into the wider group. On the 
other hand, it's all about the bride 
and groom. They are the queen 
and king of the day. In the end, 
it's both: It's about the commu
nity expressing its joy in order to 
enhance the joy of the newly mar
ried couple. And the best means 
of this expression happens in the 

Experience the Five Star difference 
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dancing. 
At my own big, fat Orthodox 

wedding, we were lucky to have 
friends and family from across the 
spectrum of Jewish practice, as 
well as many non-Jewish guests. 
One Anglo-Canadian friend of 
ours announced his intention to 
have his own Orthodox wedding 
when his time comes, complete 
with a "rnosh pit full of Rabbis .• 

lo Judaism, we have >. concept 
called • kiddu.sh H1nlx11,; roughl} 
translated it means "making God 
look good." There is no better k1J
du.sh Hashnn, in my opinion, then 
the traditional Jew, h weddtng. 

D.nxrda Gol.Jl,,-rg is .i frrd,;r. ,y 

wnJ.tT ,n Prouuima_ . . . . . . . . . . . 
<Bridal shows 



}ni111nn ') 7 'Bridal Showcase 7 

Wedding Gowns of 2007 

Designer Victoria McMillan is known for combining current trends with timeless beauty. 

cr.lmeless toL1cJ2 to tocla}~,/,s trericls 
'E season, veteran designer Victoria 

cM illan pleases brides and brides
ds once aga in with her beautiful, ultra

romantic and timeless Spring 2007 Alvina 
Valenta Bridal and Bridesmaid Collections. 

The Alvina Valenta Spring 2007 Bridal 
Collection is filled with McMillan's signature 
romantic touches like flower details , sweetheart 
necklines, empire waists and delicate bows. 
With years of successful collections to her credit, 
McMillan again offers a timeless sweet Rum Pink 
color that's perfect for spring. She also enhances 
the collection with details like scalloped edges, 
hand-beaded halters, bubble skirts, si lk duchess 
satin ruffles, and stunning backs adorned with 
streamers, and flowers. 

Pfeg·an t) 
hiµ·J div/ lt,0 

:::> C) '.J,, 

Also notable are lovely Chantilly lace torsos, 
gathered tulle hems, and a hand-embroidered 
sheath with full-gored tulle skirt. Using luxuri
ous fab rics like charmeuse, silk duchess satin, sUk 
organza and silk chiffon combined with classic 
lines and great attention to detail make the collec
tion utterly breathtaking. 

The Spring 2007 Bridesmaid Collection 
offers a variety of elegant silhouettes, from long, 
fluted gowns to playful , tea-length dresses . :--:ew 
hues such as Heather, Blue J\loon, Iri sh Cream, 
Taupe, and Snapdragon complement classic Black 
and combinations oflvory and Black. 

Whether choosing a long sophisticated go,rn, 
or a charming tea- length dress, each style is ,-er) 
versatile and can be worn even .1fter the -.-eddinc; 
day for cocktail p,1rties or other events. -

olisf l l . of 

The J,m l ljelm Spring 2007 
Bridal and Occasions Collccuon< 
pre<cnt a beautiful, polished look 
that, once a)?;arn, proves designer 
France<ca Pitera\ ability to please 
even the most <elective bmle 

The J,m l ljclm Spnng 2007 
Bridal Collection nuke, an 

bod ice< right down to the hem< 
She pnw,dc, e,c,ting new pieces 
<uch as a lace wrap jacket, gown< 
with back and ,,Jc inverted pleat, , 
and a gown wJth a pleated, don 
gated tor<o P1tera plca<c< "1th 
her silk <alln skimmer<, one nf 
which ha, a wide, (n<t.1.l+e.Jed 
band at the w,u•t ·and ;i cowl 
neddmc 

on tic ,,,he• in 1-,,)d hue• l!I\T~ 

the l,,llc..:tif•n an c,tri tCn1ininc 
touch. while uis<.'.rn-' b~cb, 
rutllc hem, •nd draped ch,rl,,n 
,trc.1mcr, t1l.tcntu.1tc the drt""cs 
while Hill m•int.ining ,, Jinlj'I 
~ct eleg•nt 1.-,._,1,; , P,tcn ll'<'S sott 
(hitf,,n, ~n1001h ~•tin, 
and ut1n • t.crd uffi-tH. 

n,l touch<'.! o 

,.ct- crn titl r.nm 

horn :t,.~ •"'-' 

~he 111ei mam· •traplcs, 
J<•,opcd necklines, deep '''-'P 
hack!. and front •nd h•, k \ n,. k· 
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By Marylyn Graff 
mgraff@jfri.org 

howca e 

Once the future bride
groom has decided on the time 
and place to ask for his gicl
friend 's hand, he has to decide 
what to put on it. Should he 
choose the engagement ring 
by himself and have it ready 
at the right moment, or defer 
the important purchase so they 
can shop together, and be sure 
of a ring that she will like? 
The consensus of most of the 
Rhode Island jewelers polled 
is that the man usually has the 
ring ready to present when he 
hears the all-important "yes." 
They say that the future bride 
probably has some inkling that 
she is oon to be engaged and 
has done a little quiet scouting 
in the jewelry stores so she or a 
friend can drop hints. 

The retail stores today face 
cons iderable competition from 
online jewelry companies, so 
manv make extensive use of 
the internet as a display and 
ales vehicle. Ro s-Simons 

has a detailed guide to dia
mond selection on their web
ite . Mo t jewelers are willing 

to pend some time educating 

the customer about diamonds as 
to how the "four Cs," color, cut, 
clarity and carat (weight) affect 

cost. Many diamond shoppers 
will have already availed them
selves of the internet for educa
tion although there is nothing 

like being able to compare the 
actual merchandise. 

l\.,pu\i.t ut 

The most popular cut is 
still the 58 facet round brilliant 
although the newer princess cut, 
also called radiant (square but 

FEDEI&£.T,. :H,E8E:H,"'E 
Ask about our Kosher Wedding Receptions 

♦ BAR/BAT MITZYAH 

♦ RECEPTIONS 

♦ REHEARSALS 

•BANQUETS 

♦ WEDDINGS 

•SEMI RS 

•FUND RAISEIS 

s,m DORRANCE STREET -~ 
114 THI 0,. 0 LJ T MT AT THE (0#9 OI DoMMc:1 I 

401-621 -5700 PAmNG AvMMU 
www.federalreserwri.com 

January 19, 2007 

It is11 ta weddi 
with more facets than the emer- engagement rings, but others 
aid cut) has made some inroads say that trend is often for an 
according to Rod Baril of Place important anniversary, using the 

Jewelers and Laura Love Rose of 
Field and Rose, where a multi
faceted square diamond is called 
the Ascher. She says that micro 
pave, (tiny diamonds, often 
channel-set,) mountings are very 
much in vogue. There has been 
a recent interest in fancy yellow 
diamonds. Place Jewelers has 
considerable call for three-stone 

original diamond as one of the 
stones . 

All of the local jewelers said 
that yellow gold settings are 
out of fashion and platinum is 
the metal of choice, with some 
white gold. White metals do 
not reflect yellow into the dia-
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mond. 1he traditional prong-set or cuff links. Ross-Simons, with 
solit.tire diamond has given way its nationwide catalog as well as 

Thi solitaiii 15 the tiaifitio 

to a fan - ,er mounting with dia
mond, ;er along the band. They 
1U ment1nned th.at a ne\\ srvle is 
he mm1 pa,·e. tiny diamonds set 

into the b.rnd. 

\ \ 'eddmg rings for the bride 
have abo become more elabo
r are, usualh· set with diamonds, 
al hough m"atching sets have lost 
popu la.rity, says Richard Hege
m.rn, proprietor of Hegeman 
Jewelers. Rings for the bride
~room a.re still largely plain 
band , bu m whnc gold or plati
num rather th.an yellow gold. 
He mentioned a new "invisible" 
e ting that h ca e the dia 

mond 
• 1.R.T:, 

retail stores, offers a wide selec
tion of couples' gifts. 

Y3ridal Showcase 9 

Hegeman says that pearl 
strands to be worn with the 
bridal gown are still popular, 
along with more modern pieces. 
Place Jewelers and M.R.T. say 
that diamond pendants or a large 
pearl pendant set with diamonds 
are cu rrent for the bride to wear 
with her wedding gown. 

Sometimes there is a strand 
of pearls in the bride's or bride
groom's family which she will 
choose to wear for sentimental 
reasons. 

Field and Rose noted that 
a pair of diamond sol itaire ear
rings is a much-desired gift from 
bridegroom to bride. 

The Imperial Room al Rhodes Placo 
is a beautiful banquot tac1hty, 

Centrally loc.1tod in tho t-tisto, ic 
Edgewood suction of Cran!'llon 

In hou"u c,1tr1111y • c:011111h111n11t111y pl.u111111u 

~•t1V11 .i,,i • /llllJIIU lrulO 11111kt11u , 
r 11lly Llllllnlu umltollotl 111111 h.11111tc.1111ptt1I ... • ... . ,111 .. 

f,11 . thly • ;11 . c. 0111111ocl,1lt11(1111o11l11111111 of 1011 ijlll•a l ll 

One Rhodes Placr. 
Cranston, Rhodo Island 0:l'.05 

401-467-710:I 
I 401~383•941 J F'All 

www.tl&hrlnors.otg, 
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Grtting· the nzostfronz your sinzcha photographer 

PidM-w ,-~ oi OM--'· . ' 
~'-P-"'- e-",,wJ ~ ;::::J 

We Offer: 
• A ,,,u'-"M(J ~~ ca, nn, 
uaN' rtldy \I) mab )'OOf twn1 

~-.wl1nd and mtm..nbk 

• ( rtah~ 1.m,1rw" ~hty 

0.-•ffl'W•'""'~· 
..........:•r1yanL..otfttp¥Ck11 

401 171 lltl 

pn..td for l"lUP' "'P to I"'\ pttvlf'l!l 

By Yehoshua Halevi 

There is a light-hearted 
argument among the main 
service providers at life-cycle 
celebrations as to who is most 
important to the party's success. 
Caterers will teU you unequjvo
cal ly that guests always remem
ber the food. Musicians boast 
that the celebratory mood is 
entirely in their skilled hands 
and voices. 

Photographers, like mysdf, 
advise our cJjents that after 
the band has packed and gone 
and the leftovers arc no longer 
left over, what endures ·uc the 
memories you hold in your 
hca.rt and the photo album you 
hold in your hand. 

Certainly it is important 
to give careful consideration to 
each of the professionals you hire 
for your simcha. This is es~
cially true with photography, a 
field that has greatly diversified 
in the digital era so that many 
more styles and options for 
packaging the finished product 
are now available. 

H ow then, do you filter 
th.rough the myriad choices to 
find the best photographer to 
meet your needs? H ere a.re a k:w 
simple suggestions to help you 
make the right choice. 

Ent husiasm • The best 
photographer to record your 

See fa(iog page 
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From facing page 

celebration is someone with 
energy and enthusiasm and who 
shows genuine interest in you 
and your family. 

Style - Choose a photogra
pher whose style and creativity 
you admire and whose photo
graphs you would like to have 
adorning the walls of your own 
home. Images tell a story better 
than words ever could. Choose 
a photographer who shares your 
attitude about what is beautiful. 
Look at his work. If you don't 
see it in his portfolio you won't 
see it in your finished images. 

Experience - It is impor
tant to find a well-qualified 
photographer who has ample 
experience photographing the 
puticular kind of event you are 
hiring him to shoot. An experi
enced photographer will be able 
to produce high-quality images 
time and time again. Find out 
ifhe or she does this for a living 
or for fun . You need to be confi
dent that your photographer has 
the versatility, the awareness 
and the sensitivity to capture 
the essence of your celebration. 

Personality - l s the pho
tographer that you meet some
one tlu.t you can get along with? 
You should feel at ease with 
this person because you will 
be spending a lot of time with 

him. The more comfortable you 
are with your photographer, the 
more relaxed and beautiful you 
will appear in your photos and 
the more you will enjoy your 
time in front of the camera. 

Price - It's never wise to 
choose a photographer based on 
price alone. Photographers offer 
different price packages and it is 
important to understand what 
everything costs and exactly 
what you are getting in order to 
make a fair price comparison. 

Getting what you want 
- Although years of experi
ence has taught me to anticipate 

special moments, I am always 
grateful when a client provides 
me with a list of things they 
want photographed or close 
friends and relatives attending 
the party. Your photographer 
should be available to do what
ever you request, but don't leave 
him guessing what's important 
to you. 

References - A final word 
of advice: Contact references 
from recent clients who hired 
the photographer for similar 
work. 

Yehoshua Halroi is a ]e:ru
salem-based simcha photographe:r 

NuShooz 
Dyeable - Brida l - Prom 

Dance - Pageant - Bat Mitzvah 
Shoes and More 

Specializing in Custom 
Shoe Dyeing 

and Wide Widths 

19 Sanderson Rd . (Rte.5) 
Smithfield, RI - 401 .349.0930 

Mon-Fri 11 - 7 
Saturday 10-5 

Sunday 12-4 

$5.00 off 
Any Pair 
of Shoes! 

Expires 2/24/07 

www nushooz com 

( .. • ~ .- • i __ . ........ ·;' _--------._ __ _ 

~!!!:a_: 
~ ~"£ ~ ·.:. • .. :. ·· - •:;.;.a._., . .... .... ~ 
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who finds great joy in creating 
photographit memoria of family 
uldnatioru.. Vin.u his award
winning pidUTl!s at www. 
goldenlightimaga.com. H e can be 

DVD Cxmo Ami/able 

reached at Golden Light Images 
Photography, 054-637-2170 or 
email smile@goldenlightimages. 
com. 

Rl: 401.369.8438 or MA: 508.863.2541 
www Artistic Wedding VideoGrou p.corn 

Expressive Destination 

Delightful Luxury 

Savvy Service 

Distinctive function facilities 

designed to inspire ... 
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1o"Jci :-~~:~rt~ 
Full Service for ALL Occasions 

Where our Chefs make the difference 
Exceptional Service, Value 

(401) 885-5956 
pine 11 i ma rrafi n e c ate re rs@ve rizon . net 

pine! Ii ma rrafin e caterers.com ----

7~y 
Rehersal Dinners• Showers 

500 Angell St. Providence• (401 I 831-4500 

ERICK BRO 
PHOTO<,RAPHY 

-IOI ~ • 2:V,) 

1 l~n ,land' B t '\ ' 1t cldin, 
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Sun shines on local honeymooners 
Where did some local brides couples honeymoon over the past year? Many took to a place in the sun. 
Lynda Jean Zenofsky and Jason Alan Golditch, of Cranston, married May 28 at Temple Beth-El 

and took a cru ise to the Eastern Caribbean on their honeymoon. 
Emily Marion King and Joshua Michael Cohen, son of Patricia and Howard Cohen of North 

Kingstown, were married June 17 and honeymooned at Grand Cayman. 
David Robinson and Sharon Stern, who live in Cranston, were married Oct. 15, 2005 at Temple 

Beth-El, honeymooned in France and Italy. 
Julia M. Cotton and Joshua P. Sinykin were married on Jan. 1 at The Ocotillo Golf Resort in 

Chandler, Ariz. The couple honeymooned by cruise to Mexico. 
Alexandra "Sasha" Miller Meltzer and Kevin Andrew Goldman, son of Stephan and Laurie 

Goldman ofWarwick, were married on Aug. 21, 2005 at the New York Botanical Gardens, Bronx. The 
couple honeymooned in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. 

Ariela Lev (grandaughter of the JV&H's Yehuda Lev) and Clayton Gragg honeymooned on a 
Mediterranean cruise. 

Ariela Lev and Clayton Gragg 

Joshua P. Sinykin and Julia M . Cotton 

J shv~ Mich •I oh n nd fm,1 M n n ICin 

David Rob inson 
and Sharon Stern 

Alexandra "Sasha" Millet Mett:zel
and Kevin Andrew Goldman 
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Some choice hotels for honeymooners 
ouples often focus on 

personalizi ng their weddings 
while neglecting to make their 
honeymoon uniquely theirs. 

re you .1 formal sophisticate, 
a laid-b,1ck casual, or a roman
tic e capis t? Travel expert Bob 
Boles of hote lbook.com says 
the key to a h,tppy honeymoon, 
besides the companion choice, 
is to identify you r travel style 
and match your destination 
accordingly. · 

The Internet has provided 
us with the most useful travel 
tool available, Boles says. Cou
ples are now empowered to do 
their own research on destina
tions, local events, restaurants, 
and hotel with the click of a 
button. 

H otels dedicated to offer
ing couples more alternatives, 

Boles and his travel team have 
identified independent and 
boutique hotels worldwide at 
www.hotelbook.com for trav
elers to more easily find the 
right hotels for their post-nup
tial escapes. Drawing from 
Modern Bride's li st of top hon
eymoon travel des ti nations, 
Bole suggests the following 
hotel for di<criminating cou
ple . 

Bermuda's Waterloo 
Hou e 1 .in elc11:.int five-sta r 
de<tin,r, ,n with 29 luxuriQu< 
hcdroom<, a. m,n<>r hQu e and 

rround.n~ c<,tta.11:es dating 
b.ick IQ 1815, ,m,d four acre, 
ot t rr,tcd vr<lcns by the 
famou }far lton lluhour 

,\.faui', Pnn e H otel 
• fi•·c- Hr 

Website 

www.hotelbook.com 

century overlooking Michel
angelo's Basilica D egli Angeli 
and situated for discovering 
the city. The hotel features two 
exclusive restaurants, a wine 
bar and champagnerie, as well 
as a rooftop terrace with pool 
offeri ng a stunning view of the 
city. 

The Carlton and Grand Canal Hotel in Venice, Italy is perfect for an international getaway. 

Another option for Ital
ian travelers is the Carlton 
and Grand Canal Ho!el in 
Venice, where 145 rooms in 
18th Century Venetian sty] 
offer a splendid view of t:ie 
Canal Grande ar:~ the Hotel's 
· •aditional courtyard. 

this hotel also offers access to 
Golf Digest's o. 1-rated golf 
course in Hawaii , the Mauna 
Kea G olf Course. 

The Caves in Negri!, 
Jamaica , is an all-inclusive 

property with vibrant roomy 
cottages built above natural 
volcanic caves overlooking the 
ocean . Complete with a salt
water pool, sauna, hot tub and 
Jacuzzi, the hotel 's 10 hand-

ALBERT •• GMAC 
REALTORS' I 11iiliRcal Estate 

Rochelle Ellen Ziegler 
REALTOR' 

ALBERT REALTORS•tGMAC 
1050 Reser.o irA,enue 

Cranston. RI 029 10 
Office: (401) 9-14-3377 e,L 79 1 

Fax: (401) 944-3448 
Cell : (40 1)474-0735 

E-Mail : rezjap(a cox.nel 

DANIEL 
Gourmet Kosher Catering, Inc. 

Where Tradition Meets Innovations 

Catet.irzg a Wedding 
is out. specialty 

~sk the couples ... 

Tel: 401 •726-0197 

www.dani lkosherc t ring .com 

Un fRI 

crafted cottages are set in a 
garden on the edge of the sea. 

Across the Atlantic in 
Rome, the Boscolo Exedra 
Hotel is a five-star white 
marble palazzo from the 19th 

Boles encourages couples 
to educate themselves before 
settling on a destination, and 
suggests www.hotelbook.com 
as a resource for finding and 
booking independen, and bou
tique hotel finds. 

Live Life to the Fullest! 
From the Family of 

GEM LABEL & TAPE CO. 
65 Blackstone Ave. P.O. Box 729 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Ph: 401 -274-0040 

Fax: 401 -421 -2893 
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Jews plan strategies after XJ gay marriage ruling 
By Robert Wiene.r 

N.,... Jersey Jewish News 
Buoyed by a partial victory in 

New Je.rsey State Supreme Court, 
gay Jewish activists and their allies 
are planning an intense campaign 
to win the right of same-sex mar
riage in New Jersey - even as 
their Orthodox opponents weigh 
their next move in the battle. 

The justices all agreed Oct. 
25 that the "unequal dispensation 
of rights and benefits to com
mitted same-sex partners can 
no longer be tolerated under our 
sure Constitution." 

But a prevailing 4-3 majority 
said the argument must shift from 
the courtroom to the legislature, 
giving lawmakers a six-month 
deadline to decide whether the 
leg2l title of "marriage" can be 

conferred on homosexual as well 
as heterosexual oouples. 

Steven Goldstein, the gay 
activist and Reoonstruction
ist rabbinical student who 
chairs Garden Stare Equal
ity, announced a major effort to 
mobilize the Jewish c.ommunity 
in support of gay marriage. 

He said the co\lrt's decision 
- which left open the option of 
"civil unions" - "offends a major
ity of Jews." 

"You have two movements 
within Judaism - the Reform 
and the Reconstructionist - that 
endorse marriage equality out
right," said Goldsteia In refus
ing to give those movements' 
rabbis the right to perform mar
riages for same-sex c.ouples, the 
government "is imposing values 

NEW! PHOTO WEDDING CAKES! 
Creations Par Excellence 

by Award-Winning Master Decorator 

30 Yeani of Wedding Design 4/aiiOb ~~II 
Pbocographical.ly Correct Cakes - -✓ ru 

• Groom's Cakes 
• Bridal Shower Cakes 
• Decorated Cookie Trays 

• Lusdow Wedding 
Cake Flavors a. Flllings 

.#~Hi,~~a 
800 Reservoir Avenue 
Cl"IID6&on. Rhode Island 

944-8180 rll 
944-7171 

MAkE IT YouRS! 
• Grrol Gifts f()r 

f:, ') , ·,- i,,J f., 111 

• l.11fgfl,:r 
• l)r.con,ti'l't llou~ra 

• UniqurC.ntlln 
• <,ift ltmu fa, Bid,~ 

• 11irrnl d, frosktl Gl11 
6' Mt,d, Morr! 

• ~vailabl for House P. • Discounu AvaiJJJ,ls 
al Home From our Bcavriful ~ 

t Fi Loe.al I_,. . ....,~ 

Sh;ppin from our \.Vi.,..11,n,,,_ 

that are antithetical to those two 
branches." 

Orthodox 
R eacting promptly to the 

decision, the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America 
issued a press release supporting 
"a federal constitutional amend
ment limiting marriage to the 
11ruon of a man and a woman." 

Bat Nathan Diament, direc
tor of the Orthodox Union's 
lnstitllte for Public Affairs, told 
NJ Jewish News that the OU 
"has not fully processed a position 
on civil unions. We are going to 
be working on that as quickly as 
possi:ble in the course of the next 
few·weeks." 

Rabbi Randi Musnitsky, 
regional director of the New 
Jersey-West Hudson Valley 
Council of the Union for Reform 
Judaism, said her organization 
will suppon and join the lobby
ing efforts of other groups that 
support same-sex marriage. 

'1 am pleased at the court's 
validation of the issue but I 
believe it didn't go far enough 
in terms of totally equality for 
spouses - absolutely," she said. 

Some mainstream Jewish 
organizations may straddle the 
issue of granting full marital 
status to gay c.ouples, even as they 
endorse equal rights for homo
sexaals. 

"For us it is a complicated 
issue," said Shelley Klein, national 

Hadassah's director of advocacy. 
"Our policy falls in line exactly 
with the court decision, and our 
policy is silent on whether we 
think civil status that is equitable 
should be called 'marriage' or 
not. Hadassah is a very pluralistic 
organization, and different con
gregations come down differently 
on it. We haven't taken a position 
on whether it should be called 
'marriage.'" 

Although nationally the 
American Jewish Committee "is 
completely for the civil rights of 
gays· and lesbians and would go 
along with the notion of civil 
unions, it has not taken a stand on 
gay marriage," said Allyson Gall, 
the director of the organization's 
NJ area. "If they have not nation
ally, we cannot locally." 

Mixed feelings 
The ruling left one self

described "extreme activist" fo r 
gay rights with mixed feelings_ 

New Jerseyan Leslie Farber, 
a transgender female from Mont
clair, said she is "very glad we got 
what we did, but we didn't get it 
all. It all comes down to 'mar
riage' or 'something else.' They 
may be the same thing legally, 
but not really, because it creates 
second-class citizenship. Being 
able to use the same word -
'marriage' - is what full equality 
is all about." 

Farber said she is preparing 
for an intensive lobbying cam
paign in T renton. 

mazel tov! 
on your wedding 
from the jewish community center of RI 

You are delightfully Invited to 

Join the JCC and get to know 

the bounty of services, 

programs, cla es and fun 

that we offer newlyweds 

like you! 

ALL ARE WELCOMEI 
c•ll or cllc 

lor n w wlnt r '07 cat•loq 

401 [lmqrov• Av• • 

Prov•d•nc• JCC 
401 861 BB00 • .•.. _ 
.... ,ccr1 oro 

Ron Weiss and his partner, 
Jack Greenberg, live in West 
Orange. They have been a com
mitted couple for 26 years and 
plan to marry if the legislature 
permits them to. 

Weiss works as a Judaic stud
ies teacher, offering classes and 
private lessons to both adults and 
children in New York and New 
Jersey. "I always see myself as part 
of a double minority, particularly 
when I deal with people from 
other cultures who don't under
stand various aspects of being 
gay or being Jewish. On the other 
hand, I have a great deal to offer 
as a member of two minority 
groups," he said. 

"It's a civil rights issue to 
me; that's the bottom line," said 
Weiss. "If you are not treated 
exactly the same as everybody 
else, then you're a second-class 
citizen. I want respect afforded 
to gay people on the same level as 
everyone else." 

'I-shirt: '<fwal men 
marry rabbis' 

Debra Rubin 
WashingtonJewish Week 

Rachel Silverman found 
inspiration walking down the 
streets of New York City. 

A rabbinical student at 
the Conservative movement's 
Jewish Theological eminary of 
America, Silverman saw some
one wearing a T-shirt that tated, 
"Real men marry doctors." 

"Wow," she remembers 
thinking. "I need to ma.kc that 
for rabbis." 

he found an onhnc T-shirt 
imprinting company, rnd picked 
out A clon!r green <hm, with blue 
lettering - "Real men m.rry 
rabbis" - and trim ,uound the 
<lee,·es and nee k. 

\\r1thin day,, he wa< <elling 
her creation. •II thmu,;:h , n:l of 
mouth - or. m(,rc ,h:curatth. 
, ,rd of c mail \1 a<hAr1 I ma;l , 
,nm) \ lttr nnc mund n ~ mA1l , 
h aln:,.,h had 2Q nrl fmm 
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7.5 cti ltrtte a11s1rers 
By Joan G Friedman 

Besides the fun that comes 
"~th being engaged, you'll surely 
have .i few questions regarding 
pre-wedding parties, attendants, 
co ts, invitations, and {whew!) 
ceremony and reception details. 
Following is a list that offers some 
acMce. 

What needs to be done now 
that we're engaged? 

l. J\ [ake the announcement! 
Tell vour families, friends, and 
co,vo~kers. 

2. Get your parents together 
for brunch or dinner. (The groom's 
mother should invite the bride's 
parents fim.) 

· 3. Consider having an 
engagement party. Usually hosted 
by the parents of the bride, some 
couples opt to do this themselves. 
Popular with couples is a more 
casual approach with a barbecue 
in summer and a cocktail party in 
winter. 

4. Announce your engage
ment in the local newspapers. 

5. Select a wedding date. 
Remember that many synagogues 
and reception sites may be booked 
a year or more in advance. 

6. Meet with your rabbi. 
7. Begin shopping for a wed

ding gown at least nine months 
before the wedding. {After order
ing, many take up to four months 
to amve.) 

Who J>1IYS for what? 
8. The bride's family tradi

tionall pays all wedding costs, 
although the groom' family offers 
o pay for some of the reception 

coH - mo t often the flowers, 
he liquor, and the band. With 
he cm of wedding <kyrocket

g, II 1 ften a hued event by 
th f.m,lies and, occasionally, 

he couple m,y pay for one-third 
of he cm as well 

Does the bride's funily host 
all of the pre-wedding parties? 

11. Your parents may wish to 
host the first engagement party. 

12. Your immediate family 
should not host a. shower; it 
shouldn't appear that they are 
asking for gifts for the bride. 

13. The best man and ushers 
host the bachelor party. 

14. Bridesmaids may throw a 
shower or a bachelorette party. 

15. The bride may thank her 
maids with a lunch or tea. 

16. The groom's family hosts 
the rehearsal dinner {the night 
before the wedding). 

17. Friends and relatives may 
host parties during a long-week
end wedding, or invite the couple 
and attendants to their home
towns for parties in their honor. 

How do I select and involve 
my wedding attc:odants? 

18. When planning begins, 
ask your maid of honor and other 
attendants to be in your wedding. 

19. The matron of honor may 
be your mother, aunt, grand
mother, or a person of honor - a 
man! 

20. Bridesmaids may be sis
ters, cousins, or close friends. 

21. Friends or relatives not 
honored as attendants may per
form other special tasks [such as a 
ceremony reading]. 

22. The wedding party does 
not have to include an equal 
amount of bridesmaids or grooms
men. 

29. Out-of-town attendants 
usually arrive for at least one of 
the fittings. 

30. The mothers of the couple 
should choose dresses that com
plement one another. The bride's 
mother selects her dress first, and 
then compares notes with the 
groom's mother. 

31. You may have junior 
bridesmaids and their ages are 
from nine until fourteen. They 
precede attendants down the aisle, 
with or without partners. 

32. The ring bearer and flower 
girl, ages four to seven, precede 
the bride down the aisle. 

33. Thank attendants for their 
help with a gift you give to each at 
the rehearsal dinner. 

What's the best way to 
handle wcdding-phnning pro
fessionals? 

34. Always insist on a con
tract, whether hiring a florist, 
baker, musician, photographer, 
videographer, or other profes
sional. To protect yourself, always 
put everything in writing. 

35. Consider hiring a wed
ding consultant - a professional 
party planner who can help you 
make the most of your celebration. 
Ask for recommendations from 
family and friends. You will also 
find information on the internet. 

36. Be sure to get the total 
cost and time needed for altera-

tions of bridesmaids' dresses. 

What should I know about 
wedding invitations? 

37. lfyou must trim your guest 
list, decide not to invite coworkers 
with whom you don't socialize. 

38. Invite single guests with
out escorts (unless they live with a 
significant other). 

39. Set an age limit for chil
dren, such as sixteen and over. 

40. Order invitations at least 
six months in advance, Order fifty 
extra invitations for late additions 
and for keepsakes; one hundred 
extra envelopes in case of address
ing errors. 

41. Be sure to proofread the 
invitation before it's printed. 

42. Allot one invitation per 
couple. In years past, we would 
expect a twenty-five percent refusal 
rate; however, in this decade, we 
are seeing a 90% acceptance rate! 

43. Send long-distance friends 
and relatives a printed announce
ment, mailed on the wedding day. 
{If you send an invitation, be pre
pared for them to come!) 

44. For standard invitations, 
fold across middle of engraved 
double sheet; insert in inner 
envelope with folded side down, 
engraved side up. Slip inner 
envelope inside larger envelope 
so guests' names "Mr. and Mrs. 
Cohen" are visible when envelope 
is opened. 
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45. Enclose response cards, 
maps, hotel and rain cards, and 
information about other parties, 
on top of invitations. 

46. Guests over eighteen 
should receive their own invita
tion. 

47. Addressing should be by 
hand - never typed. Ink should be 
in blue or black; bridesmaids may 
assist in this. 

48. If you prefer, hire a cal
ligrapher to do the perfect formal 
addressing. This will insure a pro
fessional job, and this informa
tion is usually available when your 
order the invitations. 

49. Mail invitations six weeks 
{or eight weeks if near a holiday) 
before the wedding. Many also 
send a "save the date" card up to 
six months in advance. 

50. When responses come in, 
give caterer a final guest count. 
If there are refusals, mail stand
by invitations no later than two 
weeks before the wedding. 

What should I know about 
the wedding cercmooy? 

51. Your ceremony may take 
place at home, in a synagogue, 
outdoors, or in a banquet hall. If 
your choice is the synagogue and 
you do not belong to one, call the 
synagogue and ask the rules. Also, 
check with family and friend for 
suggestions. 

52 . Call early to ask about 

See Etiqu ette, page 16 
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available dates, rules for flash pho
tography, protocol in the sanctu
ary and on the pulpit. 

53. Hold a rehearsal the night 
before the wedding. 

54. The bride's grandparents 
proceed first, followed by the 
groom's grandparents, ushers, best 
man. ext, the groom's parents 
escort him down the aisle, fol
lowed by the bridesmaids, honor 
attendant. The mother and father 
of the bride walk down the aisle 
with her. 
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55. Do not hesitate to create 
the wedding rituals to your own 
liking. Most people have changed 
"Do you promise to love, honor 
and obey" to "cherish." 

56. Consider personalizing 
your ceremony by writing your 
own vows and adding special 
readings. 

57. Ceremony seating, as you 
face the pulpit: the right side is for 
the bride's family and friends and 
the left side is for the groom's. Par
ents, of course, sit in the first row; 
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grandparents sit in the second 
row. 

58. The receiving line may 
take place at the wedding site just 
after the ceremony; however, in 
most cases the line is at the begin
ning of the reception. 

59. The bride's mother, the 
bride, the groom, the groom's 
mother make up the order of the 
line. Fathers and attendants may 
join the line or circulate. 

60. The best man gives the 
clergy the envelope with the 
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money after the ceremony. 
61. Civil ceremonies differ 

from religious ones. They may be 
performed at home, in a hall, out
doors, or in the courthouse. 

Is there a set timetable for a 
wedding reception? 

62. If there's a time lag 
between the ceremony and recep
tion, you should entertain guests 
during the interim. 

63. The attendants and 
ushers, and next the groom's par-
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ents, are introduced to a tune like 
Simon-tov. Next presented are the 
host and hostess. Finally, as the 
bride and groom are introduced, 
the words to Simon-tov are sung. 
After everyone is seated, the bride 
and groom lead off the dancing. 
The second dance is with their 
hosts: the bride with her father 
and the groom with his rnother
in-law. 

64. Cut the cake after the 
main course is over and dancing 
has resumed. 

65. The bride tosses her bou
quet right before she changes into 
going-away clothes. All single 
female guests (including brides
maids) are assembled to catch it. 

66. The groom may toss the 
bride's garter after the bouquet 
toss. All single males are gathered 
to try and catch it. The man who 
catches the garter then proceeds 
to place the garter on the leg of 
the girl who caught the bouquet. 

Are there seating guidelines? 
67. For a seated dinner, 

the table cards should be at the 
entrance to the reception. A sug
gestion for the bouquet of flowers 
at this table: choose silk in a large 
vase and the parents of the bride 
will enjoy them at home after-
wards - fo rever! 

68. Use place cards at tables 
to mark each seat at the bride and 
groom's table; they are optional 
elsewhere. 

69. If the wedding party i 
small, the choice is sometim 
to seat all parents and the clergy 
together. 

70. If the wedding part)· is 
large, some select a head table for 
the wedding party wtth the par
ents sitting elsewhere. 
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