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disengage ent 2005 

EVICTED - Israeli army officers look on as Ronny lluz reads an eviction order to leave his house 
within 24 hours in the northern Gaza settlement of Elei Sinai, early Monday, Aug. 15, 200S. Over 
the next three weeks, Israel plans to remove all 21 Jewish settlements from Gaza and four from 
the West Bank. 

Photos by JTA 

A MAN REMOVES SHINGLES from a vacated Israeli home in Gush 
Katif on August 3. 

Israel pulls out -
now, what's next? 
ByV&HStaff 

ike a New England summer storm, the disengagement 
from Gaza is upon us in full fury, having been preceded 
for months by increasingly loud thunderclaps and erratic 
lightning flashes. At this writing, 40,000 Israeli soldiers 

---• and police are evacuating the remaining residents of 
Israel's Gaza settlements and an additional several thousand sym
pathizers who have infiltrated into the area intent on resisting the 
government's order to le,ive. 

Whatever side of the dispute they are on, Israelis are in agree
ment that the disengagement is a major turning point in the nation's 
57 year history. It is the first time that the settler movement, which 
began in 1968, has been successfully challenged. It is the first time in 

See WHAT'S NEXT, page 14 

Psychological warfare: 
Using guilt on soldiers 
By Dina Kraft 

NEVEH DEKALIM, Gaza Strip (JTA) - The soldier with 
a honey-colored ponytail tucked under her hat was surrounded by 
weeping teenage girls asking her where her Jewish heart was - but 
she didn't flinch. 

"How can you evacuate my grandmother? She was in the 
Palmach," one teary-eyed girl with dark hair and a long red skirt 
pleaded Tuesday, referring to the elite Jewish militia that fought to 
establish Israel in 1948. 

Liron Ben-Dor, the 19-year-old soldier, replied calmly, "I love 
this country no less than you do. We are doing this so we can con
tinue living here." 

See GU!LT, page 10 

A message from the Federation Leadership 
Certainly, the issue of disengagement from Gaza is one that affects our community and each of 

us personally. We have seen the heart-wrenching pictures and heard the dally coverage of this historic 
event. We all share the pain of this process and the hope for a secure peace for Israel. 

In the recent past, the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and our Community Relations Council 
(CRC) have avoided taking public stands on politically charged issues concerning the actions of the 
Government oflsrael. Now, at a time when the world is witnessing poignant coverage portraying Jew 
vs. Jew that is being exploited by our enemies aiid confusing our friends and neighbors, and some of 
us as well, after careful consideration and debate, your leadership has made the decision that it must 
take a public position. 

We are well aware that there are varying, and strong, views in our community. Especially now, 
at a time when Israel's motives and actions are being questioned or misunderstood by many, our soli
darity with Prime Minister Sharon and the Government of Israel is especially critical and must be 
heard. Our ongoing support has been demonstrated in several ways over the past five years. Our CRC 
has brought speakers on all sides of the issue to our community and organized two Solidarity Rallies. 
Our Federation raised more than Sl.4 Million in an Israel Emergency Campaign, specifically to help 
Israelis suffering violence. We have sponsored nearly a dozen trips to Israel to express our solidarity 
in person. 

While we support every person's right to public discourse, our Community Relations Council and 
Federation leaders overwhelmingly agree that our organizational obligation is to proactively express 
our support for the bold, difficult & sensitive action that demonstrates to a questioning world Israel's 
desire for a secure peace. 

This decision is in line with the charge of the Community Relations Council to interpret concerns 
of the organized Jewish community to the broader community and to advocate for issues of Jewish 
communal concern, domestically and internationally. Therefore, the CRC has issued a statement (see 
page 6) that you will see and hear in the general media. 

Let us join together to pray for a secure and lasting peace for Israel and its neighbors. 

~~s~ 
Herbert B. Stern Sharon Gaines, Chair 

Federation President Community Relatio.ns Council 
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SUN., AUG. 21 
Jewish holy sites in Ukraine 

7 p.m. Congregation Agudas 
Achim, 901 No. Main St., Attle
boro. Michelle Goldhaber will 
speak on Jewish holy sites in 
the Ukraine. Refreshments. For 
more info, contact Lily Holow
insky at (508) 695-1633 or email 
lily61@netscape.com. 

George Washington 
letter reading 

1 p.m. First Church of Christ 
Scientist, 100 Touro St., New
port, due to renovations at Touro 
Synagogue. George Washing
ton's letter to the Touro Syna
gogue will be read at the annual 
ceremony. For more info, contact 
Robin Kauffman at 847-4794 or 
robin@tourosynagogue.org, or 
visit www.tourosynagogue.org. 

Solidarity rally 
5 to 6 p.m. Solidarity rally 

for Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank at 203 Summit Ave., 
Providence. For more info, call 
Thomas Pearlman, 421-4343. 

SUN., AUG. 28 
Lower East Side celebration 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The "Lower 
East Side Comes to East Side 
of Providence" at Lippet Park, 
corner of Blackstone Blvd. and 
Hope St. Music, food, dancing, 
children's activities and more. For 
more info, contact Tavlin at 861-
8800, ext. 205, or tavlin@jccri. 
org. 

See CALENDAR, PAGE 26 
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Maccabiah medalist 
shares thrill of games 
By Miriam Klein 

Rhode Islander Dan Gertsacov, of Narra
gansett, and his team won the silver medal in 
rugby at the World Maccabiah games in Israel 
in July. When he returned, he shared his enthu
siasm about the event and answered a few ques
tions. 

JV&H: What was your overall impression 
of the games? What was your favorite part? 

DG: I was amazed by both the sheer size 
and magnitude of the Maccabiah Games in Israel 
-it is a national event and is covered in detail by all of the major 
media outlets in Israel. Every person, wherever we went, congratu
lated us and thanked us for corning to Israel, especially given that 

Getting that medal placed around my neck by 
one of the founders of the sport of rugby in 
Israel was a unique experience that I will never 
forget and always cherish. 

- Dan Gertsacov 

tourism has been down as a result of the ongoing conflict. The games 
were very professionally managed and I really felt I was part of an 
international sporting mega-event, which had even more participants 
than the actual Olympics! 

My favorite part by far was having my family there with me, to 
share in the experience. It was amazing walking into the opening 
ceremony stadium, draped in the USA uniform, with 40,000 people 
cheering me on, and knowing that my family contingent from Rhode 
Island was there among them. 

JV&H: What was the competition like? How was being in a 
Jewish competition different from other tournaments? 

DG: The competition was very, very good-something that sur
prised me, as I really didn't know what to expect. We played (and 
beat) Australia, Canada and Israel in the opening rounds, and then 
went on to face Great Britain in the semi-finals, which we won. In 
the gold-medal round, we came close to upsetting the perennial gold
medal winners from South Africa, but it was not meant to be (this 
time around), as we lost a very tough and grueling match in front of 
thousands of cheering spectators. The Jewish competition was simi
lar in many respects to other top-level competitions, except when it 
was over, I felt a bond of Jewish brotherhood with the other teams, 
knowing that regardless of nationality, we all come from the same 
roots and Israel is our shared homeland. 

JV&H: We understand that your team won the silver medal. 
What was that like? 

DG: Getting that medal placed around my neck by one of the 
founders of the sport of rugby in Israel was a unique experience that 
I will never forget and always cherish. I felt honored to represent 
my country (and the state of Rhode Island) and to be able to share in 
this experience with my teammates, friends and family. My special 
thanks go to all of the people that supported my fundraising efforts 
- without them I would never have been able to participate. 

l~lll~I~ 1\'l1 IJ\S'l1r:: 
' If ~ou'rr undrr JO. 11c haH' thr ckal of a lifl'timl''. Your fiN Har 
at Trmplr Enrnnu-EI i, on u,. Thtrr\ lot- ~11inu on and 11r're a 
1rr_1 11rlrnminu rnmmunit1. lk,idt,. 11hat h;tll' 1uu ~ot to lo,(! 
If ~ou'rc oll'r .,o. _,our fiN _,rar i, halt pr ire. Come, i,it and ,cc. 

Open House • September 11 • 10 am - Noon 
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Photo by Miriam Klein 

Sgt. Alexander Biyevetskiy stands with Torah Peace Corps. Volunteer Yehuda Blotner (left), Nissim Lag
ziel, and Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer (far right). 

A Russian-U.S. Soldier 
reflects on Iraq 

By Miriam Klein 
Sgt. Alexander Biyevetskiy 

laughs as he recounts that, while 
army life is difficult, there are 
some perks. "Iraqi girls smile at 
us," he says. 

As a soldier stationed in Taji, 
a mere 15 miles from Baghdad, 
Biyevetskiy's job is not easy. 
While the Iraqi girls may approve 
of the soldiers, Taji, a former 
Iraqi military base, sees a lot of 
insurgency. 

Biyevetskiy, a resident of 
Providence for the past eight 
years, knows this well: not only 
has he helped build a tactical 

operations center, complete with 
sandbag protection; after he goes 
back from his leave, he will be 
assigned to night missions and 
patrols, searching for hidden 
weapons, ammunition, and 
insurgents. The night missions 
also have a more humanitarian 
side, giving out clothing and toys 
to Iraqis living in the patrol area. 

Those jobs are just two of 
many Biyevetskiy has held while 
stationed in Iraq. He has also 
been a gunner and a driver on a 
gun truck, and at one time rep
resented the welfare of company 
interpreters. 

Biyevetskiy hopes that 
people, regardless of their feel
ings about the war, respect the 
soldiers involved. As he says, "I 
wish soldiers received more sup
port. We are outside of politics, 
we do a tough job when our coun
try tells us to." 

As for why he joined the 
army, Biyevetsky, who was born 
in Russia, cites gratitude for his 
adopted country: "Even though I 
wasn't born in America, I think 
it's a blessed nation and because 
they gave my family shelter I 
want to make a little difference 
while I have the opportunity to 
do so." 

~ The Young Women of the Women's Allliance 
of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

~ 

~ 

Invite you to attend: 

Feaeration 101 
Tuesday, August 30 - 7:30 p.m. 

5 Wingate Road, Providence 
Home of Randi Beranbaum 

Learn about the Jewish Federation of RI 
and all of the exciting programs and events we offer. 

All women are welcome to attend. 

Cocktails will be served. 

RSVP to Meredith Einsohn at 401-421-4111, Ext. 206; or e-mail: meinsohn@jfri.org 
ffi 
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Opinion A MAJORITY OF ONE 

Four words on the disengagement 'llhings may change by the time 
you read these words, but as of 
this writing the alleged "revo
ution" that is taking place in 

Gaza gives every sign of being a normal 
intra-Jewish conflict in that the main 
weapon of the Jewish "rebels" appears to 
be the dictionary. 

Yehuda 
Lev 

Such time-hon-
ored epithets as "Nazi," 
"dictator," "traitor," 
"corrupt" and a few 
that have no place in 
a family newspaper, 
are hurled about like 
confetti while inspired 
leaders and dutiful fol
lowers drown us in a 
flood of (New York
accented) public state-
ments of defiance 

In an attempt to cut through the 
confusing verbiage, this department 
suggests two words to be avoided if you 
are unfortunate enough to be caught up 
in the excitement. As follows: 

TRUST: As in "How can I trust 
those evildoers on the other side to keep 
their promises?" Trust is for lovers, for 
business partners, for close friends, for 

family, but never for politics. Just ask 
yourself - if circumstances change and 
my side finds itself in dangerous waters 
because of promises we made, how long 
would it take for us to find some excuse 
to break them? 

GUARANTEE: As in "How can 
you guarantee that those nogoodniks 
who issued it will keep their word?" 
There is no guarantee that you won't 
drop dead with a heart attack before 
you finish reading this column, let alone 
that a political agreement in the Middle 
East, or anywhere else, will stand up for 
longer than it takes the ink to dry. 

For confirmation of this, compare 
Sharon's campaign slogans regard
ing the necessity of retaining the Gaza 
Strip with his present actions or, closer 
to home, any American party election 
platform with the actual policies of its 
victorious candidate. Case closed. 

If this is so, why would anyone in 
his right mind even bother negotiating 
with an enemy who, only the day before, 
was labeling you an agent of the Great 
Satan in Washington? Especially if you 
had reciprocated by calling him an agent 
of the "axis of evil." Or, in the case of the 
current brouhaha, a member of ajuden-

Why Judaism forbids abortion ... 
By RabbiAvi Shafran 

A number of Jewish groups are campaigning to ensure that the next Supreme 
Court Justice will favor an unfettered right to abortion. Some of the campaigners are 
explicit about their goal; others use code-phrases like "constitutional rights" and "fun° 
damental freedoms," "respect for. . . societal realities" and assert the need for a "voice 
of moderation" and a "consensus candidate." 

This is a warning to President Bush of the ire he will face should he nominate 
someone who might side with those sitting justices who feel that Roe v. Wade was a 
fl.awed decision. 

Now, reasonable people can disagree about whether Roe was wise or wrongheaded; 
even take the position that an attempt to stack the judicial deck in order to preclude 
the objective consideration of so important an issue as abortion - is somehow a 
democratic approach. 

What most offends, though, is the implication of the words "Jewish" and "Juda
ism" in the titles of more than 20 of the campaigning organizations - because there 
is simply no internal logic to assert, as has been done, some Jewish ideal called "a 
woman's right to choose" to terminate a pregnancy. 

Abortion is expressly forbidden by Jewish religious law, or halacha. There are dif
ferent opinions about the nature and gravity of the prohibition of killing of a fetus, but 
no accepted halachic authority views feticide as a matter of personal "choice." 

Like most forbidden acts, abortion can become permitted, even required, in cer
tain circumstances. Such circumstances include when a continued pregnancy threatens 
the life of a Jewish mother-to-be. But that is hardly reason for Jews to ignore their 
faith's undeniable disapproval of abortion in general. 

And so, what some Orthodox groups (like, prominently, Agudath Israel of Amer
ica) promote is the regulation of abortion through laws that prohibit the unjust_ifiable 
killing of fetuses while protecting the right to abortion in exceptional cases. That not 
only most approximates Judaism's stance but reflects the feelings of a majority of the 
American people. 

Agudath Israel has never supported any legislation that would totally ban abor
tion, or that would provide a fetus the status of a born child - which could jeopardize 
the right to abortion in those rare cases where Judaism might require it. We did, 
though, and do, support the Partial Birth Abortion Law, which was recently declared 
unconstitutional by a federal appeals court and may well end up before the highest 
court in the land. 

What that law forbids is any overt act intended to kill an infant whose "entire 
head is outside the body of the mother, or, in the case of breech presentation, [ when J 
any part of the fetal trunk past the navel is outside the body of the mother." Halacha 
would consider such a child fully born, and thus its killing murder, forbidden even 

See JUDAISM'S VIEW, page 6 

rat cooperating with leftist Nazis, vs. 
leeches living on government handouts 
for 30 or more years. 

Fortunately there is a third word 
which makes negotiations possible by 
substituting it for the first two. That word 
is ASSURANCES as in "What assur
ances do I have that if those villains on 
the other side betray my trust and break 
their word, I will not be harmed by their 
actions?" Work an answer to that ques
tion into an agreement and you just may 
have a winner. Two examples. 

First example: Israel is leaving Gaza 
but it does so with the knowledge, shared 
with its enemies, that if everything falls 
apart it has the military and economic 
power to move right back in. Since 
bringing that about would ruin Pales
tinian hopes of getting the occupiers off 
their backs and eventually creating their 
own viable state, it serves as an assur
ance that the Palestinian leadership will 
do its utmost to keep the peace. And if 
they fail? Well, there are no guarantees 
in life (see above). 

Second example: Same situation 
from Israel's viewpoint. Israel wants an 
end to the conflict with the Palestinians. 

The withdrawal could be the beginning 
of a process to bring this about. It would 
benefit Israel's economy, future hopes, 
social services, internal harmony and 
many other areas of vital importance 
to Israelis. That's quite an incentive to 
make it work. 

So why hasn't it happened in all these 
years? The answer to that lies in a fourth 
word that should also be removed from 
the lexicon of politics, FAITH. What 
has destroyed all previous attempts to 
end the conflict has been religious fanat
icism on both sides. Remove the mad 
mullahs and the fanatical rabbis from the 
political equation and there are no more 
suicide bombers, no refusals to co-exist 
in Jerusalem, no giving sacred status to 
jutting rocks under golden domes, stone 
walls and alleged burial sites; in short, 
an end to misguided spirituality and a 
return to reality and the finding of prac
tical solutions to serious problems. 

Is it doable? We don't know, no one 
has tried it yet. 

Yehuda L ev, a regular columnist, is a 
retired journalist who has worked in Europe, 
Israel and the United States. He lives in 
Providence. 

.. . and why that's just untrue 
By Rabbi Mitchell Levine 

Rabbi Shafran is a gifted rhetorician and apologist, so his work is always a plea
sure to read. His skill is only highlighted by the fact that his cause is one deeply 
unpopular in the Jewish community, due to its denial of Americans the freedom 
to follow our consciences in a matter as deeply personal as the decision to abort a 
pregnancy. H owever, it is not my purpose to dispute the merits of the case from the 
perspective of American values. As a rabbi, I am primarily concerned with Rabbi 
Shafran's portrayal of Torah values. 

In representing the Judaic view on such a complex matter as abortion as being 
monolithic and unequivocal, Rabbi Shafran does a disservice to our rich and nuanced 
religious heritage. While it is true that classical Judaism would not claim a "right to 
choose," it is equally the case that Torah would eschew the exaggeration implied by an 
alleged "right to life." This is because Jewish law is not a "rights based" system. It is a 
system based upon dedicating ourselves, including our bodies, to the service of God. 

For a traditionally observant Jewish woman, the decision to abort would not be 
between herself ang the Supreme Court, but between herself and her rabbi. Not sur
prisingly, there exists ample precedent in Jewish law for a permissive stance on this 
difficult issue. It is puzzling that Rabbi Shafran neglects to note this in his piece, 
though the sources are well known in scholarly rabbinic circles. 

A sound review of the various approaches to abortion within Jewish law may be 
found even in English, in David M. Feldman's Marital R elations Birth Control and 
Abortion in Jewish Law (Schocken Books, 1974). Rabbi Shafran's article is of concern 
because, in failing to present a fuller, more accurate and sophisticated depiction of 
Torah Judaism, he risks a falsi_fication of our holy religion. Rabbis ought to remain 
vigilant in seeking to portray Torah in a manner that will garner respect and admira
tion amongst thoughtful people, even as they remain enthusiastic advocates of par
ticular religious-political agendas. 

A final point concerns the leap from "Torah" to state enforcement. Even if one 
adopts Rabbi Shafran's immoderate view, it does not necessarily follow that the inter
ests of Torah are best served through resorting to coercion by the State. Americans 
know from experience that outlawing abortion results in a proliferation of illegal, 
unsafe abortions, and consequently the additional loss of the lives of many women. 
Whatever the ambiguity over abortion itself, Judaism clearly prioritizes the life of the 
mother over the life of the fetus. 

Nonetheless, this unabashed foray of the Sages of the Agudah into our politics 
and culture as American Jews is a welcome development. How refreshing it would 
be to witness the Agudah continue to follow the lead of Reform, Conservative, and 
progressive Orthodoxy in increased engagement with Modernity. 

Rabbi Mitchell Levine is rabbi at Congregation Beth Sholom in Providence. 
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Opinion 
Israelis debate disengagen1ent 

1he Right Move Sharons Disengagement 
B Rabbi Ga·tn· d tion, 87 percent of whom have fi R l • 

Y 1 tamon nevervi~ited Gaza, believe th_at rom e,,r1 "t~1/ 
As the "disengagement" enough ,s enough. The cost ,n .,,, I,, J 

unfolds, my heart is heavy for soldiers' lives and health of 
two reasons - one, families are guarding such a small portion 
losing their homes and com- of the population is not worth 
munities, some after over 25 · it. 
years. Secondly, some of these 
families plan to actively resist 
the withdrawal. Though a huge 
majority of the settlers (77 per
cent) believe the decision to 
evacuate the Gaza settlements 
must be obeyed, or challenged 
only with legal means, a small 
group plans to resist the army. 

My friends and colleagues 
and their childref) serve in the 
IDF. I heard today from a sol
dier about the training that 
took place last week - instruc
tion in how to remove a man, 
a woman, and a woman who is 
carrying a baby. I am speechless 

At a recent speech by an 
IDF reserve officer about the 
disengagement, I heard that 
our army is at its best when 
on the offensive. We are at our 
worst, he said, when we are on 
the defensive, trying to hold 
positions in the midst of the 
Palestinian population. The 
withdrawal, he claims, will 
strengthen the hand of the 
Israeli army. The army will go 
into Gaza as needed, but will 
not be sitting ducks for attacks 
from all around them. 

Most people believe that 

The moral argument is simple -1.3 million Palestin
ians live in Gaza, alongside 8,800 Jewish settlers. 

- shocked that people would 
choose not to obey the man
date of the elected government, 
and shocked that Jews will be 
involved in physical confronta
tions with one another. I pray 
that when you read this, no vio
lence or injury will have taken 
place. 

As heavy as my heart is, I 
am certain that the withdrawal 
from Gaza is the correct path 
- strategically and morally. 

The moral argument is 
simple - 1.3 million Palestin
ians live in Gaza, along with 
8,800 Jewish settlers. The Jews, 
who make up less than 1 percent 
of the population of Gaza use 18 
percent of the land. Gaza is one 
of the most densely populated 
areas in the world. Population 
density among Palestinians in 
Gaza is approximately 4300 
people per kilometer, while that 
of the Jews within Gaza is 123 
people per kilometer. Since the 
establishment of the Palestin
ian Authority, the Israeli gov
ernment has ceased to serve the 
Palestinian population of Gaza, 
who lived for 30 years without 
an opportunity to vote or any 
access to democratic processes 
of government. Israel has never 
wanted to absorb these Pales
tinians as citizens. 

Strategically, the IDF has 
used extensive resources to try 
to protect the lives of settlers 
in Gaza. I have heard numer
ous stories from friends and 
acquaintances about being 
sent to guard small settlements 
with few families, the soldiers 
often outnumbering the adult 
residents. The Tsrarli pnp11la-

our Prime Minister, Ariel 
Sharon, is withdrawing from 
certain areas now so as to con
solidate the Israeli hold on set

. tlement blocs in the West Bank. 
Many of those who oppose the 
withdrawal, on tl;te other hand, 
believe that the withdrawal 
from any territory is the begin
ning of a slippery slope. 

I see the issue differently: 
For there to be a negotiated 
settlement of the Israeli/ Pales
tinian conflict, each governing 
body will need to show that it 
can implement its decisions. 
Sharon and Abbas need to show 
that their societies are governed 
by a rule oflaw, not by extrem
ists. If both sides can find and 
serve the moderate middle -
those of us who want peace to 
improve all of our lives - then 
we can move forward. 

I have no illusions about 
great things coming out of 
this disengagement. But I am 
certain withdrawal is the right 
thing - the right thing for 
the Israeli people who have 
lost enough sons and daugh
ters in Gaza, for the Palestin
ians living there in impossibly 
crowded and poor conditions, 
and for the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process, may it be revived 
and continue. 

Gail Diamond was on the 
Sherut L'am program (in 1983-
84), which led her to consider 
aliyah for the first time. She 
served as ,rabbi ef Congrega
tion Agudas Achim in Attleboro 
from 1993-2000. She now lives 
in Jerusalem where she serves as 
Assistant Director ef the Conser-
11r,1;,,,r Ynhi1nn 

By Chaim Yochanan Cohen 
The Prime Minister of 

the State of Israel has sue-
ceeded in rewarding terrorism. 
As the only ally of the US in 
the Middle East, Israel is now 
encouraging the use of violence 
against innocent people. 

You see, over 6,000 mor
tars and Kassam missiles rained 
down on Gush Katif within the 
past three years. This subse
quently leads to a withdrawal 
ofIDF security forces from the 
area. What would your average 
3,d grader say about that? 

To add insult to injury, 
those very same para-military 
terrorist organizations - yes, 
those blacklisted within the US 
as full-fledged terrorist organi
zations known as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad - have promised 
to continue their attacks once 
the disengagement is over. 

How did this situation 
arise? What was PM Ariel 
Sharon thinking? It's hard to 
•say for sure. But whatever his 
reasons, they had nothing to 
do with providing security to 
the citizens of his own coun
try. Here are some hard facts to 
prove the point: 

• A similar disengagement 
"under fire" occurred in 2000, 
when Israel ceded the security 

buffer-zone in southern Leba
non to Hezbollah. Since then, 
that terrorist organization - also 
one coveting a blacklisted slot 
on the US State Department's 
menu - has fired 100 missiles 
on Israel's northern border. 
These attacks claimed at least 
28 Israeli lives. 

• The Palestinian Author
ity government repeatedly 
claims that is has no inten
tion of disarming its various 
factional militia roaming the 
streets. Further, there are still 
no encouraging signs of edu
cational reform with the PA 
school system, i.e., the standard 
anti-Zionist, anti-Jewish pro
paganda remains in place. 

• A significant number 
of Sharon's top-brass military 
experts warned him about the 
consequences of a unilateral 
withdrawal. These included, 
among others: Chief of Staff 
Lt. Gen. Moshe Ya'alon, the 
commander of Israeli forces in 
the Gaza Strip; military intelli
gence chief Maj. Gen. Aharon 
Zeevi Farkash; Brig. Gen. Gadi 
Shamniand, and even Sharon's 
own national security advisor, 
Maj. Gen. Giora Eiland. 

• A unilateral withdrawal 
means no Israeli presence along 
the strategic Philadelphi Cor-

Dry Bones 
THE DISENGAGE

MENT ~ROM GAZA 
HAS MADE HIM 

SIOO 

YES, AND 
THERE'S A LOT 

'O~ IT GOING 
AROUND. 

ridor and Egyptian border. 
Stopping illicit arms smuggling 
- which was accomplished by 
blowing up numerous tunnels 
- will now become impos
sible. 

Ariel Sharon - elected to 
government in 2003 for oppos
ing the Labor platform - has 
now essentially adoped that 
self-same platform. So why 
would anyone take seriously his 
call to abide by a "democrati
cally-voted" Knesset decision 
for disengagement? He has 
refused to allow for a national 
referendum on the issue. His 
own internal Likud vote on it 
was defeated in April 2004. 

Meanwhile, the Labor 
party was recently accused by 
Meir Palevsky - a private 
investigator responsible for 
checking party membership 
forms - of forging nearly half 
of its party's membership. He 
added that new Labor Party 
members might have been 
recruited with bribes. So much 
for Sharon's support. 

Perhaps most ironic of all, 
the previous Likud and Labor 
governments encouraged the 
growth and flowering of the 
Gush Katif communities for the 
past 35 years. Ariel Sharon was 
a strong supporter. The citizens 
living there are law-abiding, 
serve the army, and represent 
mainstream Israeli society by 
including immigrants, reli
gious, and non-religious. The 
farmers of Gush Katif account 
for 12 percent oflsraeli agricul
tural exports. 

In the meantime, the so
called "compensation package" 
for those expelled remains neb
ulous. 

It seems no coincidence 
that the date to begin the disen
gagement is August 15, the day 
after Tisha b'Av. As it is well 
known, the vast amount of the 
actual destruction of the First 
and Second Temples occurred 
primarily on the day after Tisha 
b'Av - the saddest day of the 
Jewish year. May we all be 
spared the potential worldwide 
repercussions of surrendering to 
terrorism, as we strive to battle 
the forces of radical Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

Chaim Yochanan Cohen 
made aliyah to Israel from Rhode 
Island in 1991 while participat
ing in the Sherut L'am program. 
He is currently fl resident ef ]eru
Sfllem, and has lived in two com
munities on the Wt.<t Rm1k. 
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"Mitzvah of the Month" 

Knitting 
is Back! 

The Mitzvah for September is knitting! 

Help decide who will be 
the lucky recipients of our scarves. 

September 21st 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 
Home of Mindy Wachtenheim 
25 Balton Road • Providence 

• Lessons provided 
• Novices and experts are welcome 
• Needles and yarn will be available, but 

bring your own if possible. (needle sizes 7-10 worsted or 
bulky yam.) 

For more information and directions, 
contact Meredith Einsohn 

at 421-4111, ext. 206 or E-mail: meinsohn@jfri.org 

Future Community Service Proiects 
October6 
October28 
November 
December18 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

Knitting 
Knitting 
Soup Kitchen 
Gift Wrapping 
Community Day School 
Volunteer at Children's Museum 
Hamentaschen Baking 
Collect Food for Passover 
Community-wide Drive 
at Annual Meetings 

Information for above projects will be provided 
at a later date. 

Yarn generously donated by 
THE 

1YARN OUTLET 

225 Conant Street 
Pawtucket, RI 

This mitzvah opportunity 
brought to you by the 

Community Service Committee 
of the Womens Alliance. 

Jewish Federation 
of Rhode !,land 

Live generously. II does o world of good. 

Federation 
IJewish 
Federation 

August 19, 2005 

of THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL OF THE JEWISH 
Rhode 
Island 

FEDERATION OF RHODE ISLAND EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR 

THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND ITS DISENGAGEMENT PLAN 

August 17, 2005 

Sharon Gaines, chair of the Community Relations Council, and Herbert B. Stern, 
President and Janet H . Engelhart, Executive Vice President of the Jewish Federation 
of Rhode Island, issued the following statement today regarding Israel's plans to 
disengage from the Gaza Strip: 

"The Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island supports 
the government of the State of Israel as it implements disengagement from the G aza 
Strip. Israel's vigorous democracy is taking bold and courageous risks in an effort to 
protect her security and renew the process for peace in the Middle East. 

Disengagement will only lead to a peaceful outcome if there is a commitment on the 
part of Palestinian leadership to end terrorism. We call upon the Palestinian leaders to 
disarm the terrorists and their infrastructure. The future of peace is fully dependent on 
taking this action. 

We call on all parties to refrain from violence during this sensitive period. While we 
support the rights of free speech and lawful dissent, which are basic to a democratic 
society, we condemn rhetoric that promotes violence. 

We recognize the profound sacrifices made by the families who are relocating. We 
appreciate the challenge facing the young soldiers who are implementing the plan. In 
this spirit, we hope acts of violence will be discouraged. 

This disengagement from Gaza clearly demonstrates Israel's commitment to peace. 
May it lead to a continuing process that culminates in a secure peace for Israel and its 
neighbors." 

130 Sessions Street· Providence, Rhode Island· 02906-3497 • Tel 401-421-4111 • Fax 401-331-7961 • www.)fri.org 

JUDAISM'S VIEW 
From page 4 

to save its mother's life (although, subtly, suggest that Roe is some
as it happens, even the Partial how consonant with the Jewish 
Birth Abortion law includes religious heritage, they sow 
an exception where the life misinformation. And when they 
of the mother is endangered). oppose measures like the Partial 
W hen Jewish groups, blatantly or Birth Abortion Law, they abet 

infanticide. 

FOR EXCELLENCE IN JEWISH FAMILY EDUCATION FROM USCJ! 

. 1 @m r,,i~-
~~\ ... .. .,.-.,t 
~ ~,. I' -~ -.. n •.,,.. ~ 

! ~ ~" ~~ .,.,· '(Pi 

C?J~~ t 

~\ iY 
Developing A Child's Love For Jewish Life 

Through Music, Ar1, & Movement 
·BIRTH THROUGH FM YEARS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

This class will aid In the development of 
your child's rhythm, language, soclal, fine 

motor and gross motor skills. You will have 
the opportunlty·to meet other Jewish 
famll/e:s while sharing q uality bonding 
t ime with your chlld and having FUN! 

No prior Jewish 
experience necessary! 
Everyone Is Welcome! • 

-~ • Q)/ 

"ti ~ 
~ . ~ : n· ... 

Classes are located In 
Warwick at Temple Am David 

Registrations are now being accepted for our 
FAll 2005 session which begin in September 

Classes are now being offered on Thursday, Friday and Sunday mornings. 

Reality Check: No seasoned, 
non-partisan observer of Ameri
can politics and jurisprudence 
believes for a moment that abor
tion will be outlawed entirely by 
the Supreme Court, no matter 
who replaces Justice O'Connor 
(or, should he too retire soon, 
Chief Justice Rehnquist). And 
rio one should be propagating any 
such fears about Supreme Court 
nominees who are suspected of 
something less than a mindless 
embrace of Roe. 

A nd no group professing to 
represent Jewish values should 
claim that Judaism and Roe are 
a harmonious pair. Roe's legacy, 
abortion on demand, is a social 
ethic that devalues life. Judaism 
is a faith that cherishes life. 

And so, Jewish groups agitat
ing for the application of a Roe
faithful litmus test to any Supreme 
Court candidates President Bush 
presents would do well, and right, 
to contemplate the implication of 
the word "Jewish" or "Judaism" 
in their names - and the dire 
misrepresentation of the Jewish 
religious heritage they are plac· 
ing before Americal'IS, non-Jews 
and Jews alike. 

AM ECHAD RESOURCES. 
Rabbi Shafran is director ef public 
affairs far Agudath Israel ef Amer
ica. 
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Federation 
Filling a stomach on $7 a· month: Jews in the FSU 
Campaign dollars provide basics 
for elderly, youth 

(First of a two-part series. The second article will focus on the Israeli por
tion of the Federation mission taken by Elisa Heath, campaign director, and 
Stacy Emanuel, Woman's Alliance associate campaign chair, in July.) 

By Mary Korr and 
Miriam Klein 

PROVIDENCE - Elisa Heath spent her birthday this July in 
Tbilisi, Georgia, just south of Russia, on a mission with the United 
Jewish Communities (UJC). It was a "day of contrasts," she said, a 
day of tears, a day of smiles. 

H eath is campaign director for the Jewish Federation of R.I. 
(JFRI) and went on the trip to the Former Soviet Union (FSU) 
and Israel with 175 other campaign workers from North America. 
Stacy Emanuel, associate campaign chair for the Women's Alliance, 
accompanied her. 

rooms at night. She has placed 
traps all over the apartment 
where she was born and where 
she raised four nieces and neph
ews after the death of her sister 
and brother-in-law. 

"I left her apartment thor
oughly depressed, and felt that 
we couldn't do enough for her," 
said Heath. 

After her visit with Bar
segova, Heath visited a Jewish 
summer camp, a Jewish Agency 
for Israel (JAFI) program. It 
costs $385 to send each camper. 
This year, 60 children attended 
the camp; 140 had to be turned 
away due to lack of funds. Previ-

01-l t...i l ._ i i .. lWI IN.c·WM ~ 

It costs $385 to send a child to summer camp. This year, 60 
children attended the camp; 140 had to be turned away 
due to lack of funds. Previously, the camp was a two-week 
session, this year it was one. 

The tears came when she visited Susana Barsegova, 87, a retired 
electrical engineer, on July 12. The frail Jewish woman receives a 
monthly government pension of $15, barely enough to live on. She 
could not survive without the food package distributed each month 
by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), an 
organization JFRI contributes to. 

It costs JDC seven dollars for the food package of basics such as 
flour, oil and pasta. Heath brought over an extra one on her visit to 
Barsegova's apartment. Barsegova cried. 

"Without hesed (Hebrew for kindnesses/welfare) there is no 
hope. Without hesed, there is no me," she told H eath. 

She was hospitable and offered Heath the only refreshment she 
could, a few pieces of hard candy. 

The JDC also pays a very small amount for the services of an aide 
to Barsegova, who helps with the chores, shopping and taking her to 
the Jewish Community House; here Barsegova, who has cardiovas
cular disease and sensory-motor impairments, sees her doctor, eats a 
hot meal once a week, and sings with the other seniors. 

Barsegova, like most of the poor, elderly Jews in the FSU, lives 
in a dilapidated two-room dwelling, which is unsafe as a result of an 
earthquake four years ago. There's no money for repairs. There is no 
heat and no private bathroom. D espite the lack of space, Barsegova 
still manages to find a place for her numerous books. 

But it's the rats that get to Barsegova. Running through the two 

ously, the camp was a two-week 
session, this year it was one. 

H eath was guided by one 
See FSU M!SSION, page 13 

Photo by Elisa Heath 

ELISA HEATH, campaign director for the Jewish Federation of R.I., 
visited- with Nataly, a summer camper in Georgia, in the Former 
Soviet Union, in July. The Jewish camp is supported by the Rhode 
Island Jewish community through the Jewish Agency for Israel. 
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of t he Women's Alliance of the Jewish Federation of RI 
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National 
Reform Torah translation gets rave reviews 

• 2003 Top Coldwell Banker 
Sales Associate in Rhode Island 

• International Presidents Club 
ofTop Producers 2002, 2003, 
and 2004 

• Kent County Washington 
Board of Realtors Platinum 
Circle of Excellence Award 

Relocation Specialist 
Certified New 

"Let Bonnie's Experience 
. Work for You!" Homes Specialist 

40 1-884-8050 ext. I 39 Office 
401 -374-4488 Cell 
Bonnie.Kaplan@ NEMoves.com 
Bo nniesellshouses.com 

COLDWC!LL 
BANl(eRC 

527 Main Street 
East Greenwich, RI 0281 8 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Fall River 
Jewish Home 

538 ROBESON ST., FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 
providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

vA, 
¥ 

Only 20 minutes from Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679-6172 * . 

By Chanan Tigay 
NEW YORK OTA) - In 

the past, when Rabbi Elyse 
Frishman sought to draw mean
ing from Torah passages for her 
congregation, she'd sometimes 
resort to translating the biblical 
text herself. The translation and 
commentary then in use in most 
Reform congregations, she says, 
didn't always do the trick. 

"Often when I would trans
late from the Hebrew, I would 
indicate that we weren't using the 
text translation that was in the 
other commentary," says Frish
man of the Barnert Temple in 
Franklin Lakes, NJ 

But with the recent release 
of the "Revised Edition of 1he 
Torah: A Modern Commen
tary"- which now is being used 
in many Reform-movement pews 
- Frishman doesn't have that 
problem. The book is published 
by URJ Press. 

Among the new features are: 
Text organized by parshah, or the 
weekly portion, rather than the
matically, as in the prior edition; 
clearer, easier-to-read Hebrew 
text; closer visual correlation of 
the Hebrew text with the trans
lation; revised scholarly essays 
on the relationship between the 
Torah and ancient Near Eastern 
literature; new Genesis transla
tion by the late Rabbi Chaim 
Stern; incorporation of a revi
sion by Plaut of his 1974 Genesis 
commentary; inclusion of Plaut's 

,, Temple Torat Yisrael's 
Cohen Religious School 

Is pleased to announce an exciting outreach 
program in the East Greenwich area 

Sunday morning Kindergarten 
and First Grade Program 

For information 
call the Temple office at 401-785-1800 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
330 Park Ave., Cranston, RI 02905 

www.toratyisrael.org 

FAITH$• FAMILY 

• II 
I 

FRIENDSHIP 

Haftarah commentary; sub
ject index; thicker, more opaque 
paper. 

In addition, the volume, 
which uses the Jewish Publication 
Society's translation for Exodus 
through D euteronomy, has been 
rendered "gender sensitive" - or, 
as Rabbi D avid Stein, the general 
editor of the revised edition, calls 
it, "gender accurate." 

"I find the gender-accurate 
translation exciting because it 
reflects a serious new engage
ment with the H ebrew text," 
Stein says. 

The ascription of gender-sen
sitive language took several forms 
in the translation and is explained 
in detailed charts included in 
the book's preface. Whereas the 
King James Bible translation 
renders Numbers 24:8 as "God 
brought him forth out of Egypt," 
for example, the new translation 
of this verse reads, "God who 
freed them from Egypt." 

Where the King James ver
sion has "they shall die to the 
last man" for Numbers 14:35, the 
new translation has "until they 
are finished off." 

And in the case of the word 
"God," translators used sev
eral of what Stein's preface calls 
"God-language strategies." "His 
people," for example, becomes 
"God's people." "His voice" 
becomes "the divine voice." 

"The fact that we worked very 
hard to create a gender-sensitive 
translation, I think, is a reflection 
of what the Reform movement is," 
says Rabbi Hara Person, editor in 
chief of URJ Press. "It was done 
very, very carefully with scholars 
and research." 

Many in the Reform move
ment are saying that the very need 
for a revision reflects a movement 
deeply engaged in Torah study. 

"W e have declared that the 
goal of our movement is 'Torah 
at the center,'"Rabbi Eric Yoffie, 
the president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, writes in his 
foreword to the revision. "That 
is, keeping Torah at the center 
of our lives as the best path and 
first step to securing the Jewish 
future." 

Since it was founded some 
130 years ago, Reform Juda
ism has evolved from a German 
Jewish movement advocating 
enlightenment and emancipa
tion from ritual to one seeking 
a deeper engagement with tradi
tion and more active participa
tion in Jewish ritual life. 

"This contemporary transla
tion speaks in the language of our 
time," Frishman adds. 

The approach seems to be 
working: The initial printing of 
7,500 copies sold out fast, and 
URJ Press went straight to a 
second printing of 7,500. The 
book is now in its third run, 
about 10,000 copies. Rabbi W . 
Gunther Plaut, compiler of the 
1981 edition, could not comment 
for this article because he now 
suffers from Alzheimer's disease. 

However, his son, Rabbi 
Jonathan Plaut, says that by 
using both his father's Torah and 
Haftarah commentaries and by 
organizing the edition accord
ing to parshah divisions, the edi
tors have made this edition "an 
important and useful tool for 
both study and worship." 

INc. 

· Provid in g the best to the best since 1993 

Kerry M. Tracey Joan Kopels 
President Senior Consultant 

• Executive Secretaries• 
• Legal Secretaries• 

•Paralegals• 
•Customer Service Representatives• 

• Accountants• 
• Data Entryt 

•General/Clerical• 

OFFICE SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS 

ARE OUR SPECIAL TY 

260 WEST EXCHANGE STREET/SUITE 207 
PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02903 
401-521-4400 FAX 401-521-3992 

WWW.SPECTRATRACEYINC.COM 



August 19, 2005 

Israel 
Reports of 1950s Israeli nuke deal 
prove tricky for British government 
By Daniella Peled 

LONDON QTA) - New 
information about a secret 1950s 
nuclear deal between Israel and 
Britain has shed fresh light on the 
development of Israel's presumed 
nuclear program and might 
embarrass the current British gov
ernment. 

Revelations that the govern
ment of Prime Minister Harold 
Macmillan in 1958 covertly sold 
Israel 20 tons of heavy water -
vital for producing weapons-grade 
plutonium - may prove awkward 
for Britain, which is an active 
participant in European efforts 
to pressure Iran over its nuclear 
ambitions. 

News of the deal, kept secret 
from both British government 
ministers and the U.S. adminis
tration until official documents 
were obtained by the BBC last 
week, has spurred campaigners to 
lobby for further information and 
action on Israeli arms. 

The Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament urged the govern
ment to "come clean" over the 
part it played in Israel's presumed 
development of nuclear weapons. 

"The British government 
speaks out against nuclear prolif
eration," campaign chairwoman 

Kate Hudson said. "It even went 
to war on Iraq, ostensibly over its 
supposed nuclear proliferation. 

"Now we know that the Brit
ish government was responsible 
for the Israeli nuclear weapons 
program. This is a further shock
ing example of Britain's nuclear 
hypocrisy." 

Labor legislator Jeremy 
Corbyn, the campaign's vice
chairman, linked the issue to 
Britain's arms sales to Israel. 

"Now we know that 
the British government 
was responsible for the 
Israeli nuclear weap
ons program. This is a 
further shocking exam
ple of Britain's nuclear 
hypocrisy." 

- Kate Hudson 

"Israel is in breach of interna
tionallaw in its illegal development 
of nuclear weapons, and Britain, 
as a signatory to the Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty, should not 
be involved with any arms sales 
that could enhance Israel's nuclear 
capability," he said. 

Israel, which is not a signa-

tory to the nonproliferation treaty, 
is believed to have as many as 200 
warheads. 

Israel officially refuses to con
firm or deny the existence of any 
nuclear arsenal, but Labor Party 
head Shimon Peres confirmed to 
an audience of American Jewish 
leaders in 2003 that Israel has 
nuclear weapons. However, Peres 
was not a member of the govern
ment at the time and so was not 
speaking in an official capacity. 

Peres was the driving force 
when Israel built its Dimona 
nuclear reactor in the 1950s with 
the assistance of France, which 
provided four tons of heavy water, 
not enough to manufacture pluto
nium for use in weapons. 

At a time when only the U.S., 
Russia and the United Kingdom 
had nuclear missiles, the Eisen
hower administration was against 
Israel developing nuclear arms 
and refused to supply heavy water 
without guarantees that it would 
be used only for peaceful pur
poses. 

Documents recording the 
British deal reveal that Donald 
Cape, then an official in Britain's 
Foreign Office, said, "on the whole 
I would prefer not to mention this 
to the Americans." 
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• Monday, Sept. 19 • 6:30 p.m . 

IY!ovin ' & Groovin with the 
Sisterhood of the Health Seekers 

• Thursday, Oct. 20 • 7:00 p.m. 

"Happy Health,, 

With facilitator Shelley Parness 
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Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary and 
the Rabbinical Assembly 
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CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 401-27 4-6565 
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Povar Animal Hospit~I 
Toby L. Alterman, DVM 
Rachel Coustan, DVM 
Mark S. Povar, DVM 
Ceri Sveilich, DVM 

AAHA Certified Hospital 
Full Service Companion Animal Practice 

Boarding & Grooming, Diets, Pet Supplies 
Office hours by appointment 

(Days, evenings and weekends) 

llewly renowated & expanded facllHqf 

www.povaranimalhospital.com 
15 First Street, East Providence (offl-195) 

(401) 434-0106 

New paillenis alwaTS welcome! 

Stay tuned ... 

Alison 
Golub 

Columnist 
Alison Golub 
will appear in 
the next issue 
with first hand 
accounts of the 
disengagement. 

A touch of 
'Lower East Side' 
in Providence 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Jewish Community Center is 
being neighborly, and you're 
invited. On Sunday, August 
28th, at at Lippitt Park, located 
at Hope Street and Blackstone 
Boulevard, the JCCRI will be 
holding a neighborhood cultural 
event called "The Lower East 
Side Comes to Providence's East 
Side," an event designed to emu
late the sights, sounds, and feel 
of New York City's Lower East 
Side during the early turn of the 
20th century, when many Jews 
were immigrating to the United 
States. 

From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. there 
will be traditional food, danc
ing, children's activities involv
ing R.l.'s only Jewish Cub Scout 
pack, as well as entertainment 

See LOWER EAST SIDE, page 21 

Departs daily from 
Point Judith & Newport, RI 

Ferry 

• For over 70 years 
• Fast, dependable, year-round 

passenge r and vehicle service 
• Bring your car and stay a while 
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USING GUILT ON SOLDIERS 
From page 1 

Unconvinced, the growing crowd of girls and young women con
tinued to bombard her with the slogans and arguments that the anti
pullout movement has drilled them to repeat. 

One asked her how she could carry out such a crime, referring 
to the ongoing evacuation of Gaza's Jewish settlements. Another told 
her she was being used by the Israeli government. 

A third asked her, "Why do I have to defend my home from 
soldiers?" 

The scene has been replicated countless times in the past days 
and weeks as the anti-withdrawal camp uses what it hopes will be its 
most effective weapon: psychological guilt. 

They see it differently, saying they are merely spreading the 

ushame on you" is also popular, as the activists ask 
soldiers and police officers how they'll live with them
selves in the future after having allegedly betrayed 
the Jewish people. 

"truth" - one, they say, that was given to them by God. 
The main slogans of the movement: "A Jew does not expel another 

Jew," and "Soldier, policeman, refuse orders." 
"Shame on you" is also popular, as the activists ask soldiers and 

police officers how they'll live with themselves in the future after 
having allegedly betrayed the Jewish people. 

In most cases, the police and soldiers do not engage their ques
tioners and stare directly ahead, their eyes hidden behind reflective 
sunglasses. Some appear bored by the repeated verbal abuse and even 
begin to yawn. 

But some are stung. One soldier, visibly upset by the verbal war
fare, wiped a tear from her eyes during the scuffies Tuesday in Neveh 
Dekalim. Her friend and fellow soldier gave her a hug. 

As security forces marched up the main road in Neveh Dekalim 
trying to break up a crowd blocking the road, one man with a beard 
and a small boy on his shoulders yelled out in a booming voice, "Get 
out of here! Leave our homes, criminals!" 

The troops kept moving forward. 
Further down the road, a teenage girl spotted a soldier with a 

k.ipah. As he passed by, she yelled, "He's wearing a kipah, how can 
that be? He should take it off." 

l skar Lugar, 15, from Petach Tikva kneeled in the sand behind a 
row of soldiers on break sitting on a curb, their backs toward her. In 
a voice hoarse from crying, Lugar y~lled out at them, "I'm your sister. 
Why are you doing this? As long as we are connected to the land we 
are connected to God." 
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NEW YORK: The Anti
Defamation League has labeled 
Harry Belafonte's statement 
that "Hitler had a lot of Jews high 
up in the hierarchy of the Third 
Reich" ignorant and offensive and 
has called on the celebrity activist 
to apologize. Belafonte, speaking 
at a civil rights rally, had described 
Colin Powell and Condoleezza 
Rice as the equivalents of Jews in 
the Nazi hierarchy. Abraham H . 
Foxman, ADL's National Direc
tor, said that Belafonte "clearly 
needs a history lesson." ADL 

JERUSALEM: Likud 
Party voters would back Benja
min Netanyahu as their leader 
if a primary were held now, a 
poll conducted last week for the 
newspaper Ha:Aretz suggests. 
Forty seven percent of Likud 
voters would back the recently 
resigned finance minister; 33 per
cent prefer Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon.JTA 

JERUSALEM: Another 
new Israeli poll, this one con
ducted by Israel's Ministry of 
Health, reports that half of all 
Israelis do not consume alco
hol and that the average Israeli 
takes in more than 2,000 calories 
only on weekends. However most 
Israeli diets are too high in cho
lesterol and too low in calcium. 
Not only that but in citrus-rich 
Israel, people consume too much 
Vitamin C and thus run the risk 
of developing kidney problems. 
]TA 

TELAVIV: If past history is 
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News Briefs 
0 

any guide, the latest Harry Potter 
novel, Harry Potter and the Half
Blood Prince, now translated into 
Hebrew, should be a smash hit. 
In a country in which the sale of 
1,000 copies a week makes a best 
seller, the previous Potter book, 
Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix sold 100,000 copies its 
firs t week of publication. In all, 
the Potter series has sold 700,000 
copies in Israel and the publishers 
look for the figure to top one mil
lion before the series concludes. 
1he Jerusalem Post 

JERUSALEM: House-
wives and house husbands, take 
note. Fifteen inmates in Israel's 
Ayalon Prison have invented a 
tough new sponge described as 
the most effective way yet to scrub 
g reasy pots and pans. "Business is 
booming" said a prison official. 
"One of the big marketing firms 
has ordered 10,000 sponges and 
there is also interest abroad." The 
sponge was developed as part of a 
jailhouse work program and prof
its will be shared with the prison
ers. ]TA 

NEW YORK: The late 
Chabad Rebbe, Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, was always 
a larger than life figure. Now a 
photo of the Rebbe, 33 feet high, 
with the words "Moshiach is here: 
Just add in Kindness and Good
ness" and sponsored by Jewish 
Women United for the Redemp
tion, dominates a billboard in 
Manhattan. The sponsoring orga
nization is not sanctioned by the 
mainstream Chabad-Lubavitch 

885 Waterman .'Ave, 'East'Provir£ence 
401-435-0159 

movement which bas taken other 
off-shoot groups to court. 1he 
New York j ewish Week 

NEW YORK: Do you blow 
your own horn? The National 
Jewish Outreach Program, 
flushed with its success last 
year at finding the nation's best 
chicken soup recipe, is now con
ducting a nation-wide competi
tion fo r the title of "Best Shofar 
Blower in America." Profession
als and amateurs are all invited to 
compete but time is running out. 
Entries - video tapes, DVDs or 
video clips - must be in by Friday, 
August 26 . For details, visit 
www. njop.org or call (800) 44-
TORAH. First prize, a trip to 
Israel for rwo. Other prizes will 
hopefully include earplugs. 1he 
New Yorkjewish Week 

PROVIDENCE: A member 
of the Jewish Voice & Herald staff 
went to Blockbuster on North 
l\1ain Street last week to rent a 
copy of the controversial new film 
The Merchant of Venice starring 
Al Pacino as Shylock. The sales
woman pointed him toward what 
she described as the "Shake
speare" section. Five minutes later 
he was back, saying he couldn't 
find it under S." Of course not" 
she replied, "it's under W for 
William Shakespeare." And so it 
was. 

Compiled by Staff 
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disengagement briefs 
Abdullah backs 
'right of return' 

OTA) - King Abdullah 
said Jordan would not resettle 
any Palestinian refugees in its 
territory. 

Palestinian refugees go to lands 
under Israeli control. "It is the 
right of the Palestinians to return 
to their homeland and create an 
independent state on Palestinian 
land and nowhere else," he said. 
Jordan was created from land 
included in Britain's original Pal
estine Mandate, and its popula
tion is mostly Palestinian. 

Sharon praised 
from abroad 
OTA) - The prime minis

ters of Britain and Turkey con
gratulated Ariel Sharon on the 
Gaza Strip withdrawal. 

Addressing Parliament in 
Amman on Tuesday, Abdullah 
said that Jordan would insist that 

"I greatly admire the courage 
with which you have developed 
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and implemented this policy. I 
believe you are right to see dis
engagement as an historic oppor
tunity to pursue a better future 
for Israelis and Palestinians," 
Britain's Tony Blair wrote in a 
letter Tuesday to hjs Israeli coun
terpart. 

Lookmg beyond the Gaza 
withdrawal, which began this 
week, Turkey's Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that 
the next step would be to bolster 
the Palestinian Authority. 

"Creating an atmosphere of 
security and the tule oflaw in the 
Palestinian areas, building the 
necessary infrastructure, improv
ing the Palestinians' quility of life 
and implementing the reforms in 
order to lay the foundations of 
a democratic state - these are 
the challenges that must be dealt 
with together," he wrote to Prime 
Miruster Ariel Sharon. 

Hamas gloats 
over withdrawal 

OTA) - Hamas said the 
Gaza Strip withdrawal was the 
"beginrung of the end" of Israel. 

"We see the withdrawal as 
the first step toward liberation 
and regajning all of our rights," 
Khaled Meshaal, the politburo 
chief of the Islamic terrorist 
group, said in an interview with 
the London-based newspaper Al
Hayat published Tuesday. "Today 
it is Gaza, tomorrow it will be the 
West Bank, and later it will be all 
of the land," he sa;d. "It is the 
beginning of the end of Israel." 
Having scaled back its attacks at 
the behest of Palestinian Author
ity President Mahmoud Abbas, 

Hamas vowed new violence after 
the Gaza withdrawal is com
pleted. 

Meshaal ruled out any disar
mament ofHamas, in defiance of 
the "road map" peace plan. 

Amnesty 
raps Israeli 
detentions 

OTA) - Amnesty Interna
tional criticized Israel for detain
ing suspected activists against 
the Gaza withdrawal without 
charge. 

After a Jewish terrorist 
killed four Israeli Arabs earlier 
this month, the Shin Bet, Israel's 
domestic security service, placed 
three of his suspected associates 
under administrative detention. 
One, who has U.S. as well as 
Israeli citizenship, was freed on 
condition that he leave the coun
try for at least 40 days. 

In a statement issued Tues
day, Amnesty International 
urged Israel to abandon the prac
tice of administrative detention, 
which is usually exercised against 
suspected Palestinian terrorists. 
"Those detained administratively 
must either be charged with a 
recognizable criminal offense and 
given a fair trial within a reason
able time or else be released," it 
sa;d. "The organization believes 
that the practice of administra
tive detention in Israel and the 
Occupied Territories violates 
fundamental human rights, nota
bly the right to a fair trial, which 
should be guaranteed at all times, 
even in an emergency." 
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MISSION 
From page 7 Jews in the Former Soviet Union 

' > • ~....... ...., 1 ~ 1 Jews in Georgia 
for millenia 

IN TBILISI - Susana Barsegova, left, is 
grateful for the kindness of North Ameri
can Jewish dollars that provide her w ith 
food , medical care and the services of an 
aide, Tatiana, shown with her. 

of the children, Nataly, (who wouldn't 
let go of Heath's arm) through the camp 
that gives children a chance to experience 
Israel. While some of the campers know 
about Israel and their heritage from Jewish 
day school, there are also children who go 
to public schools and have very little back
ground in Judaism. 

The mission of JDC is to revive Jewish 
communities, and not just offer hand
outs said Heath. The Jewish Community 
House in Tbilisi is a good example of this. 
Five Jewish organizations merged under 
one roof and built a new center. A Hillel 
student there told Heath, "Hillel Tbilisi 
works. We feel we are not alone." There 
are 27 Hillels in the FSU. 

By Miriam Klein 
• Archaeological evidence shows 

that Jews could have been living in 
Georgia as early as the second century 
B.C.E., making the community one of 
the oldest in the Diaspora. However, 
today the Jewish population is estimated 
to be only 11,000, centered in the capital 
city of Tbilisi, with smaller communities 
in Gori, Kutaisi, Batumi, and Oni. This 
is, in part, because of the great numbers 
of Georgian Jews who made aliyah: from 
1989 and 2001, more than 21,000 Jews 
left their homes in Georgia for Israel. 

• Georgia's Jews are unique in the 
Former Soviet Union in that they face 
very little anti-Semitism. The Jews of 
Tbilisi are exceptional in their respect for 
their elders and their willingness to work 
together. 

• The Chesed or welfare program in 
Tbilisi run by the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee CTDC) houses 
a meal site. In addition, 230,000 senior 
citizens and housebound Jews all over 
the former Soviet Union receive a food 
package once a month. When people 
come for a meal, they can also be seen by 
a doctor and receive care they otherwise 
couldn't afford. 

• The Hillel program, one of 27 in 
the former Soviet Union, has a member
ship of 300, and at least 40 students come 
each Shabbat. As Heath sits in her Providence office, 

preparing for Campaign 2006, she reflects 
on the benefits of generosity - restoring 
someone's dignity, providing food, educa
tional and recreational opportunities and 
health care to Jews around the world. 

And so, when she lights the candles 
on Friday night with her own family, she 
thinks of Barsegova, and others like her, 
and N ataly, and children like her, 

SYNAGOGUE - Tbilisi synagogue, top, is known as The Great Synagogue or the Geor
gian Synagogue. The Orthodox 11 0-family shul is over 100 years old. Above, a local 
children's choir performs for visitors. 

• Manyoftheyouth, especially those 
who go to the Jewish day school, speak 
English, and they sang both Hebrew and 
English songs to the Federation mission 
group. The local Jewish children's dance 
troupe, which has won awards for its folk 
dancing on an international level, also 
performed. 

whom she met on her birthday 
this year. "I know they are light
ing the Shabbat candles, too," she 
said. 

For more information, contact 
H eath at eheath@jfri.org. 
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WHAT'S NEXT? 
From page 1 

50 years that Israel has voluntarily 
left territory that many Jews con
sider a part of the biblical Land of 
Israel, given by God to Abraham 
and the Jewish people. And it is 
the first time that large numbers 
of Jewish Israelis have openly 
defied the government, with sup
port from a significant minority 
of the Israeli Jewish public. 

What Israelis are not agreed 
upon are the short and long term 
effects of the disengagement. 
Specifically, is this the beginning 
of a process of further disengage
ments from West Bank settle
ments or is this as far as an Israeli 
government is prepared to go 
in relinqui shing territory? Will 
Gazan independence, however 
limited, result in the creation of 
a peaceful Palestinian entity or 
will it collapse in chaos as various 
factions struggle for control over 
its 1,300,000 inhabitants? Will 
Ham as carry out its threat to con
tinue its war against Israel or will 
Abu Mazen and the Palestinian 
Authority establish control over 
the armed groups opposed to any 
agreement with Israel? 

Will Israel or the Palestinians 
be willing to share Jerusalem? 

Are the Palestinians prepared to 
give up their dreams of a return 
to their former homes in today's 
Israel? And underlying all of the 
"wills," there is the basic question 
of whether 57 years of conflict 
have made it impossible to talk 
seriously of reconciliation. 

How these questions will be 
answered depends in large mea
sure on the events of the coming 
days as Israel completes its with
drawal from Gaza and four small 
settlements in the northern 
West Bank. If the next month 
ends with no interference from 
Hamas or dissident members of 
the PLO, the possibility grows 
for serious negotiations with the 
Palestinians on territorial and 
other issues. If it does not, then 
Israelis will be asking their gov
ernment what has been gained by 
the withdrawal. 

Whatever transpires, it will 
have a profound effect on Israeli 
politics . With elections scheduled 
for next year, the major players 
have been preparing for months 
to face the electorate, everyone 
uncertain how the voters will 
react to the as yet undetermined 
outcome of events . All recent 
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PROTESTERS denounce Israel's Gaza w ithdrawal plan during an Aug. 1S, 2005 rally outside the United 
Nations headquarters in New York . 

polls indicate a clear ma1onty 
favoring disengagement but a 
wave of suicide bombings or the 
serious shelling oflsraeli towns in 
the Western Negev could change 
that quickly. On the other hand, 
a mortar shell dropped on the 
golden dome of the Mosque of 
Omar in Jerusalem, a threat made 
by some Jewish extremists, could 
inflame not only the Palestinians 
but much of the Muslim world. 

Positioning for the elections 
is already taking place. Sharon's 
Minister of Finance Benjamin 
Netanyahu quit his post last 

month and joined those who 
protest the disengagement. He 
jumped ship too late to be of prac
tical aid to the settlers but early 
enough to be counted on their 
side if the withdrawal should 
result in a debacle for Israel. 

Sharon too is walking a 
narrow political line. The Bush 
administration has made it clear 
that it expects more settlements 
to be dismantled in the West 
Bank so he has talked about addi
tional sacrifices that will have to 
be made, depending of course 
on how the Palestinians react to 

Gaza. Sharon and Netanyahu 
will be competing for leadership 
of the Likud and for the post 
of Prime Minister and both are 
trying to protect their support 
base, Netanyahu on the right and 
Sharon in the center. 

Washington is playing a 
major role in all of this and it is 
not merely a ploy to attract Jewish 
voters. The president is not up for 
reelection in 2008 and so Bush's 
interest is related as much to Iraq 
and Iran as it is to the Electoral 
College. A successful conclusion 

Continued on page 15 
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IN M OURNING - Settlers in Neve Dekalim pray on Tisha B'Av before the Disengagement begins. 

to negotiations would ease some 
of the pressure from his diffi
culties elsewhere in the Middle 
East , rally his coalition fighting 
the insurgency in I raq and bolster 
his flagging support at home, but 
positive results eluded President 
Clinton who played a much more 
active and personal role in Israeli
Palestinian negotiations. Again, 
much depends on the events of 
th is and next month. 

Israel finds itself in a difficult 
tactical position, despite Sharon's 
success in forcing through the 
disengagement to the satisfac
tion of the United States and 
the European Union. Never has 
Israel been so dependent on a 
single ally as it is on the United 
States today, although previously 
it has received military and other 
assistance from Moscow, Paris 
and W ashington, among others. 

But those were the decades 
of the Cold W ar when there were 
alternative sources of aid avail
able. Today there is only one 
g reat economic power and it too 
is having difficulties, largely due 
to its growing dependence on 
Middle East oil and its need for 
proper relations with the Arab 
states controlling much of its 
supply. Like the tiny pebble that 
creates ripples that move out far 
from their source, the evacuation 
of the Jewish settlers from Gaza 
has repercussions far from that 
sandy strip of oceanfront. 

The Israelis have another 
serious problem with which to 
contend. Thomas Friedman may 
or may not be correct when he 
describes today's world as being 
"flat," but it is certainly increas-

A RESIDENT of Nisanit shows his opposition to the withdrawal. 

ingly interconnected, economi
cally and politically. If for any 
reason Israel were to act counter 
to what the western world will 
accept - perhaps by expelling all 
of the Palestinians if it should be 
decided in Jerusalem that expul
sion was the only feasible solution 
to its Palestinian problem - the 
West and much of the East could 
institute an economic boycott 
that would quickly bring Israel 
to its knees. The Americans did 
it once before, in 1957, to compel 
Israel's departure from Sinai and 
Gaza. American passports were 
stamped "Not good for travel to 
Israel," funds were cut off and 
by March the Israelis were gone. 
M ore recently it worked with 
South Africa and Israel is much 
more economically vulnerable 
than was the apartheid state. 

So where do matters go 

from here? A ssuming a success
ful evacuation in September of 
the two rem aining settlements 
in the northern W est Bank (two 
have already emptied out), the 
negotiating process will prob
ably have to wait to resume until 
the Israeli and Palestinian elec
tions, scheduled to take place in 
a few months. (W e assume also 
that there are no assassinations 
or mass slaughters on either side.) 
M eanwhile Israel's future tee
ters on the edge while the last 
reluctant settlers are dragged out 
of their former homes in G ush 
Katif. 

It is all reminiscent of the 
famous poem which begins "For 
want of a nail the shoe was lost" 
and concludes with the fall of 
the kingdom. Perhaps what the 
Middle East needs 1s a good 
blacksmith. 
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Local reactions to 
Disengagement 
A bold step 

I'm very grateful that 
I was able to spend time 
with PM Ariel Sharon on 
the eve of the disengage
ment in his office in J eru
salem. I was impressed by 
his strength, his leader
ship ~nd his willingness to 
go the extra mile in trying 
to achieve peace with his 
neighbors. 

The disengagement Prime Minister Ariel Sharon with 
is clearly a bold step for Congressman James Langevin 
Sharon, especially unilat-
erally without any guarantee of getting anything in return. Israel 
has done everything it can to reach out to settlers in that area -
they've come out with a very generous buyout package, and are 
physically assist ing with relocation. It's a well-thought out plan to 
the greatest degree that it can be. 

Up to this point, Abbas has said he can't do the things that 
Sharon has asked him to do because he doesn't control security-he 
says Israel military forces are complicating his stability. Sharon is 
saying "OK, we're going to withdraw, this is this your responsibil
ity to make it work. You're not going to get a second chance at it." 

Right now Abbas has fai led to do more in stopping violence 
against the Israeli people, but he also is trying to walk a tightrope 
and move the peace process forward while placating the extremists 
at the same time. 

If the Palestinian Authority fails [ to create] a single military 
authority among the Palestinians, and allows Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad to act without fear of reprisal, than it will be clear to the 
world that the Palestinians cannot and are not willing to take the 
steps to bring this violence to an end. 

Congressman James Langevin (RI-2) 

Helping Palestinian society 
The Israeli disengagement from Gaza will probably not go 

down in history as one of the momentous occasions in the Arab/ 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. This is neither a peace-signifying hand
shake at Camp David or on the lawn of the White House nor is it 
a scene of victory from battle. This is a unilateral step made by the 
Israelis in the hopes for peace. The momentous occasions will come 
next, as hopefully a vibrant Palestinian society can flourish and 
engage Israeli society in peaceful terms. 

This harkens to the very basis ofTikkun Olam for the Jewish 
people, trying to make the world a better place for everyone. As 
American Jews it is our responsibility to foster in whatever way 
possible a peaceful relationship between Arab and Jew as we have 
when Israel signed'Peace treaties with Egypt, and Jordan and the 
PLO. 

Han Goodman, Providence 

Our land 
It's land that God gave us - the Jews. Giving land to so-called 

Palestinians means rewarding them for terror activity. 
Eugene Goldenberg, Pawtucket 

Courageous move 
I believe that the d isengagement process is good for Israel, 

good for the Jewish people, good for the Palestinians - a process 
that will in the long run help bring peace to the Middle East. I 
realize that the process will be messy, perhaps even violent iil the 
shor t term; but if Israel wishes to remain both a democratic and a 
Jewish state, it has no alternative. 

Iflsrael fails to pull out of Gaza and from a significant portion 
of the W est Bank, then a minority of.Tews will be forced to govern 
a non-Jewish majority, rendering democratic rule an in1possibility. 
W hile I have often been critical of Ariel Sharon, I must give him 
credit for showing extraordinary courage and vision in sticking to 
his decision to disengage despite furious opposition from the r ight 
wing of his own Likud party. 

RabbiJames Rosenberg, Temple H abonbim 
See LOCAL REACTIONS, page 28 
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Books 
REVIEW 

August 19, 2005 

Foer's new book delves into mind of Oskar, boy genius 
Searching/or lost father in post-9/11 NYC 

(Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 
by Jonathan Safran Foer, H oughton Mifflin, 
2005, 368 pages.} 

By Josh Korr 
The second 

novel of Jona
than Safran Foer, 
author of the best
seller Everything 
is Illuminated, is 
a whirlwind tour 
through the ques
tioning mind and 
staggering intel
lect of 9-year-old 
Oskar Schell. In 
Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly 

Jonathan Safran Foer Close, Foer has 
woven the tragic loss of Oskar's father 
in the Sept. 11 attacks with the tragic 
losses of his grandfather in the World 
War II bombing of Dresden, to create the 
evolving tapestry of a Jewish family that 
is unwound by world events . Using this 
expanse of more than six decades, the 28-
year-old author masterfully sets cyclical 
time against the backdrop oflinear time. 

For the most part, the events unfold by 
taking the reader through the inner work-

ings of Oskar, the boy genius and inven
tor. Prior to Sept. 11, Oskar had been close 
to his father and throughout the story he 
walks in the footprints, senses the mystery 
and seeks the very essence of the man he is 
trying to keep alive. He searches the city 
of New York relentlessly to discover the 
secret of a key he found amidst his father's 
possessions. Along the way he dreams up 
countless bizarre inventions in his attempt 
to protect both the people he loves, and 
strangers. 

Oskar is an avid letter writer and cor
responds regularly with Ringo Starr, Jane 
Goodall and Stephen Hawking. When 
he is happy, he feels like SlOO; when he's 
angry he says "shitake," and when he is sad 
his boots get extremely heavy. Foer does a 
remarkable job of capturing the thoughts 
of his touching hero trying to come to 
terms with loss. 

Letters written by Oskar's grandpar
ents are vital links in the book. There are 
several unsent letters from the grandfa
ther, Thomas Schell, to the son he never 
met, Oskar's father. The grandfather is 
another tragic character who suffered the 
loss of his first love and unborn child in 
the bombing of Dresden, as well as count
less family members in the Holocaust. In 

the years that followed, he gradually relin
quished the ability to speak, and commu
nicated through tattoos - "yes" on his left 
hand and "no" on his right. Eventually his 
only form of communication is written on 
small notepads and most of his life story 
is told through the letters to the son he 
abandoned. 

The g randmother's story is told 
through letters to Oskar, recounting 
her life from the loss of her sister in the 
destruction of their Jewish community 
in Dresden during World War II, to her 
strange marriage to Thomas Schell, her 
sister's lover. 

The book is inventive and humorous 
as well. The page layouts and abundance 
of visuals add to the book's climate. There 
are pages with a single word, "Help," and 
pages with so many words superimposed 
that they are impossible to read. The pho
tography and choice of images culminate 
in a powerful photo series at the end. 

This is a well-rounded artistic story 
that earns the emotions it paints. It is a 
novel that could only have been written by 
a young author and it reads differently than 
any book I have read before. As a fitting 
follow-up to his first novel, Everything is 
Illuminated, Foer delves into the depths of 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

tragic world events in a way all his own. In 
doing so he explores the divide between 
something and nothing, youth and hered
ity, loss and love as well as the inner work
ings of human consciousness. 

Josh Korr is a student at Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Mass., concentrating in 
music and history. 

R.I. Kitchen 8 Bath Center 
Complete Kitchen and Bath Remodeling ----------------=-

Call today for a FREE estimate 401-826-1550 
Visit our Showroom Rte. 3 W. Warwick Visit us on the Web at WWW.RIKB.COM 
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Food 

For love or pickles 
By Marylyn Graff 

My mother, who came to America as 
a small child, becar.1e a modern American 
woman; she played bridge and mah jongg 
and drove a car (don't ask) but also did her 
own pickling for the family. Herewith: 

My mother's kosher dill pickles 
18-24 small firm pickling cucumbers, 
or 2-3 inch green tomatoes. 
1/2 cup kosher salt 
Ice water to cover in a bowl 
1 bunch fresh dill, rinsed and dried 
4 Tbsps. mixed pickling spice 
12-16 cloves garlic, peeled 
2 sweet red peppers (opt.) 
Put cucumbers or tomatoes in a bowl 

and cover with ice water for a few hours. 
This helps preserve firmness. 

Sterilize four 1 qt. mason jars with 
their lids and rings. (If you haven't done 
this before place them upside down in a 
large pan with about 3 inches of water, 
cover and bring to a boil and steam for 
about 10 minutes. Let cool in covered 
pan.) Meanwhile, in a non-reactive pan 
(this means not aluminum), boil 8 cups 
water with the salt until it is completely 
dissolved. Let cool. 

Remove jars from pot with tongs if 
still hot and turn right side up. 

Into each jar put a tbsp. of pickling 
spice, enough cucumbers, ( upright) or 
tomatoes to fit, 3 or 4 cloves garlic and 
several fronds of dill. If you wish, and 
have enough room, add some long slices 
of red pepper. Pour the cooled brine over, 
making sure cucumbers or tomatoes are 
covered by 1/2 inch. Cover jars tightly 
with rings and lids and place upside down 
on paper towels for a few hours to check 
for seepage. If this occurs, tighten lids 
more. You can reuse mason jars but new 
lids and rings are recommended. Do not 
try to use plastic containers. 

Turn jars right side up. Put into a dark, 
cool place such as a basement. For half
sours, leave for 5-7 days, then refrigerate 
to slow fermentation. For fully soured, 
leave 10 days to 2 weeks, then refrigerate. 

My father's sauerkraut 
My father, like most Jewish men of his 

generation, had no domestic skills at all. 
However, he loved my mother's sauerkraut 
so much that he would volunteer to shred 
the cabbage (by hand in those pre-proces
sor days) if she would make it. My mother 
had a big stone crock, an item foreign to 
most modern homes, so let's use mason 

jars, sterilized as above. Four to six 1 qt. 
jars should hold a large head of cabbage, 

1 large head cabbage, 5-6 lbs., or two 
small ones, coarse outer leaves removed, 
washed, cored and shredded to desired 
fineness . 

6 Tbsps. kosher salt 
4-6 cups water, boiled and cooled 
1 Tbsp. caraway seeds (opt.) 

In a large bowl thoroughly mix cab
bage with salt and caraway (your hands 
will do the best job). 

Pack into the cooled jars with enough 
of the boiled water to cover. Put on rings 
and lids tightly and check for leakage as 
above. Store in a cool, dark place for 3-4 
weeks. 

Marylyn Graff writes a regular food 
column for the Jewish Voice & Herald. 

~-----------------------, 

170 Summit Drive 
Cranston, RI 02920 

voice: 401.9444315 
fax: 401.944-4315 
smhanflik@cox.net 

FROM TRADITIONAL 
TO CONTEMPORARY ... 

§:.~/VATIONL!l 
-~FF/CE FURNITURE~ 

The Largest Showroom 
and Selection of 
Desks • Chairs 

Conference Tables 
Files• Panel Systems 
& IJml Furniture in 

Southeastern 

DE & SPACE PLANNING New England 

In Stock for Immediate Delivery• Rentals & Leasing 

800-21 5-7000 
36 Branch Ave., Providence, Exit 24 off Rte. 95 Jct.N. Main 

Howard Weiss Jon Weiss 

Huh Oh! 

~ 
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·;JI_.!.~(. -
Temple Am David's 

New Member - Qpen House I cooKout is 
right around the corner! 

sundaY, AuguSt 28, 2005 'f:Oopm 

Meet cantor 'Perlman and the friendlY faces 
Of Am-David. Learn about our award

winning school programs. Tour our 
beautiful synagogue, 

... or juSt come and have a burger! 
Temple Am David 

'KJ Gardiner Street, WarwicK 
www.temp1eamdavid.org 

'KJ1.'f63. 79'f'f 
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Lori Kaplan Selsberg 
Attorney at Law 

~ - • Concerned about what could 

• 
happen if you suddenly were unable 
to handle your everyday finances 
and responsibilities? 

• Worried about your health
care decisions if you were to 
become unexpectedly 
incapacitated? 

• Would you like to protect yourself 
and the people you love most? 

August 19, 2005 

STORYTIME PARTICIPANTS at Temple Emanu-EI proudly hold up their tzedakah boxes. 

27ORYDENl.m 
PROVIDENCE, 81 02904 Little ones listen 'n' learn at Storytime 

By Miriam Klein 

What matters most to you 
is close to your heart 

PROVIDENCE - It's hard 
for a three-year-old to sit still, 
but at Storytime, held at Temple 
Emanu-El, most of them do. 
Nearly 20 children and their par
ents, grandparents, or babysitters 
listened attentively to the three 
books, all centering around mitz
vot and tzedakah, read by Lisa 
Shorr at the August session. 

Including the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 to learn more. 

Afterwards, they discussed 
how they use their whole body to 

After you get 
the apple for the teacher ... 

relax with a great movie from 
BLOCKBUSTER 

Rent 1 Movie, Gane or DVD & Get One Movie Game 

or DVD Rene/ • • • • 
r---------------, 

Rent any one (1) movie,gameor DVD.get anyone (1) movie, game or DVD rental of "!Ual or lessorvalue FREE! I Free and paid rentals-must be taken at the same time. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. limit one (1) coupon per I 
membership account, per visit. Membership rules apply. Customer responsible for applicable taxes and extended viewing 

I fees. This coupon may not be eKchanged for cash, may not be sold or transferred, and must be relinquished at the time of I 
redemption.Offer valid at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Excludes equipment rentals. If customer rents multiple movies/ 

I games, credit will be applied to I owes! rental price. Cash redemption value 1 /1 DOC 

511ARW26 
J.V. Coupon valid 8/19/0S-9/2/0S n~111~1111mu .J 

BLOCKBUS TER9 1tame, design and related marks are trademarks of 
Blockbuster Inc.© 2001 Blockbuster Inc. All rights reserved. 

do a mitzvah, and sang a song (to 
the tune of"Ten Little Indians") 
about their hands and feet. Sto
rytirne finished with a craft proj
ect-making tzedak.ah boxes and 
paper people-and a snack. The 
structure of the program is fairly 
constant: "We always have music, 
crafts with some hand coordina
tion, and, of course, a story," says 
Shorr. 

While there were a few one
and two- year olds, most par
ticipants were pre-school age, 
including Shorr's own daugh
ter. Storytirne has a number 
of regular attendees who have 
been corning since the program 
began four months ago. How
ever, Shorr notes that there are 

still plenty of newcomers. For 
the benefit of the new attendees, 
everyone introduced themselves 
at the beginning, stating their 
names, and in the children's case, 
their favorite toy (fire trucks are 
especially popular). 

Storytirne is very much like a 
shortened version of a Jewish pre
school or kindergarten. Although 
it is held in Ernanu-El's Sister
hood lounge and therefore lacks 
the child-size chai~s and cubbies 
of a classroom, there was a toy 
chest, plus crayons, stickers, and 
glue for the tzedakah boxes and 
paper cutouts of people. There 
were even pennies to put in the 
tzedakah box when it was com
pleted. 

TAILORING 

Serving all your clothing needs 

•Mens & Ladies Alterations 
•Leather Repair •Dry Cleaning 

Erold Jean-Baptiste Master Tailor 
30 Years Experience 

Coming Soon: Custom Suits & Clothing 
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BJE's 
Greenblatt 
speaks at 

• convention 
PROVIDENCE - Judith 

S. Greenblatt, director of Library 
Services at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education (BJE), gave a presenta
tion on Jewish women and prayer 
at the annual convention of the 
Association of Jewish Libraries 
(AJL) in Oak.land, California. 

She also attended workshops 
on new Jewish children's books, 
library programs, and cataloging. 

In addition to her work at 
the BJE library, she is active on 
the cataloging and mentoring 
committees, as well as the board 
of the School, Synagogue and 
Center Division of AJL. 

Next year, the convention 
will meet in Boston. 

Settlement 
supporters 
to hold rally 

A "Solidarity Rally" in sup
port of Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, will be held at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, Aug. 21 in front of 
Miskan Tefilah, 203 Summit 
Ave., in Providence. (2 blocks 
from the Miriam Hospital). 

The chairman of the event is 
Thomas W. Pearlman 

Communilv 

A scaly encounterWe5t Bay 

JOSHUA BRANDES, 6, of Cranston, pets a lizard at the Mystic Aquarium on 
a day trip from Camp Gan Israel in Warwick. 

R.I. Hadassah members 
attend D.C. convention 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Four delegates from the Rhode 
Island chapter of Hadassah, the 
Women's Zionist Organization 
of America, attended the Hadas
sah national convention held in 
Washington, D.C., in July. The 
Rhode Island group was able 
to meet with all four members 
of the state's congressional del
egation to lobby in support of 
Hadassah's positions on foreign 
aid for Israel, stem-cell research 
and genetic discrimination, and 
the Iran Freedom Support Act. 

Highlights of the conven
tion included a major address by 

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
(D-Fla.), who announced that 
she would introduce legislation, 
the Life Insurance Fairness for 
Travelers Act, to prevent insur
ance companies from rejecting 
applicants who plan to travel to 
Israel. She also plans to propose 
federal legislation to name Janu
ary as "American Jewish History 
Month." 

Karen Dannin of Barrington 
was elected to the executive board 
of national Hadassah. A lifelong 
member of Hadassah, Dannin 
has served in many leadership 
positions locally and nationally. 

United 5rothers Historic S9nagogue 

~ 
®• 

,;-. 

Open tfousc and New Member 

Shabbat Service 

& K--0sher Wine Tasting 

"and we're nottalking9our E:,ubbic•s Manischcwitr' . 

f rid39 Sept.ember 9. 2001 8:00 r" 
. 201 Higb Sb-cct, E:,nstol RJ 

- Meet our members - make new friends-find old friends -

Our wann and friendl9 congrc5-1tion ha5 been welcoming th05C who 

~i5h to wor.;hip with U5 5ince I 900 

Modc5tdue5 - No High Holida9 Tickets 

ALL AKE. WELCOME. - RSVF 21}...oo+o 
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We Have Created a Destination for Women GoHers of all Skill Levels. 

G; Ft!§r.~ 

l.essot1s 
for All! 

Co"'-e \" a"d see 
our se\ec-t\o" ot 
wo"'-eis appare\ 

atld el\u\p"'-e"'t 
Owned and operated by 

Women for Women 

Co111e '" aHd 
Register to wi" 
a fRrE Lesso" 

HouRs: 
Tu•l4ay,f,~ 
IOa_,,, __ Bp.n,_ ,.,,,,..., 

10 •. ,,,, -,,.,,,_ 
'""4ay 

IOa,.,.-Jp.,... 

located on Rt.6 - next to Job Lot in Seekonk 
S08·336-6607 or 800-720-6607 

HOME MORTGAGE ~
IED 

... . CAPffAL CORPOUTION 
335 Boylston Street, Suite 200 Ph: 617-244-3605 x305 
Newton, MA 02459 Cell: 617-653-0268 

Fax: 617-244-5437 

Leonid Margolin 
Loan Officer 

Residential & Commercial 

E-Mail: lmargolin@alliedhomenet.com 

5766 FALL REGISTRATION 

HARRY ELKIN MIDRASHA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL 
OF THE BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION OF RHODE ISLAND 

Where YOU Belong 

FfALL REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 

VISIT WWW.BJERI.ORG/MIDRASHA 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MIDRASHA 

CONTACT RICH WALTER AT (4011331 -0956 X 178 • RWALTER@BJERI.ORG 
OR SHIRA GARBER AT (401) 331-0956 X IB 1 •SGARBER@BJERI.ORG 

BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION OF RHODE ISLAND 
130 SESSIONS STREET• PROVIDENCE. RI 02906 

;, 
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Sunday September 25th, 2005 
l-,t: 

~ ~ The Miriam Hospital 
~1~ A Lifespan Partner 

j -And-

~ 
Presents the 4th Annual 

SkRoadRace 
& Youth Races 
Youth Race Starts@ 9:00a.m. 

Sk (3.1 mi) Race Starts@ 1 0:00a.m. 

Races Start at: 
Jewish Community Center 

401 Elmgrove Avenue 
Providence, R.I. 02906 

For More Information Please Contact: 

Lisa Mongeau : 
401 .861 .8800xt. 21 0 
lmongeau@jccri.org 

All proceeds benefit The Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode Island 

Preserving wealth 
is as important as 
generating it. 

You worked hard to achieve your financial success. 
Now let Washington Trust's team of wealth management 
professionals help you preserve your assets and secure your 
family's future with knowledgeable investment, financial 
planning, trustee, and executor services. To arrange an 
appointment at any of our offices or your home or business, 
call 401-348-1308 or 800-582-1076 . .. .. .. .. .. 

THE;~N TRUST 

Good things start here: 

August 19, 2005 

Community 

S'more Shabbat at Sinai 
More than 100 adults and children stopped by Temple Sinai in Cranston for some hot treats and 

music at their S'more Shabbat on July 8. 

SUE MYERSON of Cranston is pie- PhotoscourtesyofAmyBlustein 

tured with her sons, Jacob and CHILDREN ENJOYED THE MUSIC at Temple Sinai's Get S'more 
Daniel, and Emma Samdperil at Shabbat. 
Temple Sinai's Get S'more Shabbat. 

THE S'MORE MAKERS took the cooking indoors because of rain. Get S'more Shabbat was organized by 
Betsy Shinburg, right. 

Early Childhood Parents 

REGISTER NOW 
for 

K'ton Toddler Program 
(2 year olds) 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
or 

Tuesday/Thursday 
9-11:30 am 

Warm, nurturing environment • Judaic/generic curriculum 
Shabbat, Jewish Holidays & an "An Ethnical Start" Curriculum 

For information, please call 
~ Sue Connor at the JCCRI (401) 861-8800, ext. 142/130 

~ rhe Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

5 
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D'VAR TORAH 
Deuteronomy 3:23- 7:11 (Va'etchanan) 

God answers, but sometimes 
h . "N ,, t e answer 1s o 

By Rabbi Leslie Bergson 
In this week's Torah por

tion, we get an unusually per
sonal glimpse of Moses as he asks 
God to reconsider the decision to 
forbid him entry into the Land. 
"Va-et'chanan," he says, "I made 
myself plead." Moses, who was 
so eloquent arguing with God 
on behalf of the Israelite people, 
must force himself to beg God 
on his own behalf for a change of 
heart. 

along with the generation that 
had been slaves in Egypt, for be
lieving the report of the ten evil 
scouts. 

This argument, interestingly, 
resembles Moses' own argument 
to God for not destroying the Is
raelites after they built the Golden 
Calf. At that time, Moses had 
argued that if God brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt only to de
stroy them, the Egyptians would 
have made a mockery of God and 

Rashi remarks that what Israel. Abravanel seems to want 
Moses means by "let me ... cross 
over" is that perhaps God's prohi
bition is in the context ofMoses's 
entering the Land as the Israel
ites' leader, but that ifhe were just 
one of the people, the prohibition 
might not apply. Rashi reasons 
that Moses wants so much to en
ter the Land that he is looking for 
any loophole. 

to go back in time, defend Moses 
before God, and get him, once 
and for all, into the Land. Most 
of the commentaries, in fact, seem 
to feel the unfairness that Moses, 
so devoted to the people Israel, 
should be denied entry into the 
Land because of one transgres
sion. Midrash Tanchuma puts 
these words into Moses's mouth: 
"Master of the universe! Are all 
equal before You? Will You de
stroy the guilty and the innocent 
in the same way?" 

conclusion from this same inter
change: "Prayer is greater than 
deeds of loving-kindness. No 
one had done more deeds than 
Moses, and yet he was answered 
only through prayer. He asked, 
'Let me cross over and see.' And 
God responded, 'Go up and see.'" 
Rashi comments on this, saying, 
"I ( God) was pleased to answer 
the prayer and show the land to 
you." According to this inter
pretation, God always answers 
prayer, but sometimes the answer 
is "no." 

Moses's pleading is all the 
more poignant because both he 
and we know that he is going to 
die in the wilderness. There is a 
limit on everything that humans 
do. When God says "no" to some
thing that we want, it reminds us 
of the ultimate limit - that we 
can't stay alive as long as we'd 
like, either. It is this limit, this 
"no" from God, that makes our 
lives so precious. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 

For over a century and a half, Temple Beth-El 
has been the spiritual home for generations of 
Jewish families. 

Today, our congregation is thriving. Members 
are enriched by life long learning opportunities, 
children are nurtured in our Religious School, 
doors of Jewish possibility are open to interfaith 
families and young adults gather to meet new 
friends. 

We invite you to learn more about Temple 
Beth-El at an Open House on Wednesday, 
September 7, 2005; 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

For more information, call 401-331-6070. 

~ Temple Beth-El 
Congregation Sons of IHael & David 

70 Orchard Avenue Providence, RI 02906-5402 
Chartered in 1855 • Member of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Leslie Y. Gutterman, Jwbbi • Sarah E. Mack, Associate Rabbi • Judith A. Seplowin, Car1tor 

21 

A couple of centuries later, 
the commentator Abravanel raises 
a stickier question. If Moses was 
not permitted to enter the Land, 
it might be said in later genera
tions that he was being punished, 

The Babylonian Talmud 
(B'rachot 32b) comes to a gentler 

LOWER EAST SIDE 

It seems to me that God's 
answer to Moses's prayer is not, 
as Rashi interprets, in the verse 
"Go up to Mount Pisgah and 
look," but in the verse after that, 
"Give Joshua his instructions, 
and imbue him with strength and 
courage, for he shall go across at 
the head of this people, and he 
shall allot to them the land that 
you may only see." His comfort 
is to know that someone else will 
continue what he has begun. 

Put your contacts to work for you. 
From page 10 

by The K.lezphonics, Fishel Bre
sler, Dream Indigo, Sounds of 
Simcha and Jewish storyteller 
Mark Binder. The day will be free 
and open to the public. 

Merchants and food vendors 
include Sovereign Bank, Hadas
sah ,Judaic Traditions, Providence 
Kolle!, Friends of Rochambeau 
Library, Jewish Family Service, 
OOP!, CampJORI,Jewish Fed
eration of RI, Na'amat USA, Ye 
Old Book Shoppe, Yang's, Small 
Change, Festival Ballet Provi
dence, Garrison Confections, 

and Books on the Square. 
The Bureau of Jewish Educa

tion will be holding a demonstra
tion on "History from Scraps," 
which shows how to generate 
interest in genealo~ and Jewish 
history. 

The program will work 
in conjunction with the city's 
Department of Arts, Culture & 
Tourism, as well as the Parks & 
Recreation Department. Contact 
Sue Suls at 401-861-8800 x108 
or email ssuls@jccri.org. 

Knitting a new poncho, sweater or afghan? Look no further than ... 

THE W~ffi~ OUTLET 
225 Conant Street - Pawtucket, RI 

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 
401-722-5600 

Quality Yarns - Great Selection 
DISCOUNT PRICES! 

And Needles Too! 

~ 
, r 

' ~ 

And ... enjoy the convenience of shopping on line at 
the arnoutlet.com 

Directions from South: Rt. 95 north to Exit 26 -at first traffic light turn left 
onto Lonsdale Ave. Turn right at 2nd traffic light onto Weeden St. - turn left 
at 1st traffic light onto Conant St. Bear right to #225 

Directions from North: Rt. 95 South to exit #30. turn right at 2nd traffic 
light onto Central Ave. (Central Ave. becomes Cross St.) Follow to the end. 
Turn left onto Pine St.. then 1st riqht onto #225 Conant St. 

Rabbi Leslie Bergson is the 
Jewish chaplain and Hillel director 
at the Claremont Colleges, Clare
mont, California. 

Many seasoned professionals have parlayed their contacts 
and experience into lucrative financial service practices. 

For an independent opportunity to r_ejuvenate 
your career, send your resume to: 

Michael N. Matone, CLU, ChFC, Managing Partner 
Or call us at (401) 331-8300 

Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network-Providence 
275 Promenade Street, Suite JOO 
Providence, RI 02908 
michael.matone@nmfn.com 
www.nmfn.com/matone 

~ Northwestern Mutual 
FINANCIAL NETWORK" 

It's time far a Quiet Conversation: 

Providing expert advice 
on all your home 

purchasing and refinances 

Less Stress. More Choices. 
Jonathan Salinger, Manager 

Deborah Salinger, Loan Coordinator ~ 
l.ENDER 

300 Metro Center Bini., \Varwick, RI ( 401) 736-2250 

... or call toll free 1-800-61 1-6256 



22 Jewish Voice & Herald 

ALARM SYSTEMS 

ELECTRONIC 
ALARM SYSTEMS, INC. 

Carol Bienenfeld 
2525 West Shore Road 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02889 
Phone: 401 . 737 .2221 
Toll Free: 1.800.884.5000 
Fax: 401.737.0585 

• AJJth011led Dealer 

Security Pro 
www.eledronicolorms.com • caroJ@electronic.olorms.com 

. ATTORNHS 

A. Larry Berren 

Audette, Bazar, Berren & Gonzalez, Inc. 
Attorneys at l.LJw 

35 Highland Avenue • East Providence, RI 02914-121 l 

Phone 401 438·3800 Fax 401 438·3804 
Internet www.abbglaw.com 

E-mail lberren@abbglaw.com 

BANKING 

• Sovereign 
Bank I ALWAYS AT YOUR SIDE'.' 

1.877.SOV.BANK (768.2265) 
sovereignbank.com 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH & WEDDINGS 

THE VILLAGE INN 
at Narraqansett Pier 

AMALFI CATERING 

S c ulh C cunh/s P remier fundicn f ocihllJ Specia lizing in 

· Eleqonl ',ociol Affairs 
Speclaculor C\ron \ ';..,, Grond Bc,llrccm, 

Provi~"' on lnlimole 5cllin1 for Even!; up 10400 Gue,ls 

Contact James LeDonne 
(401) 792-3539 - E-Mail: amalficatering@yahoo.com 

One Beach Street • Narragansett, RJ 02882 

?{)if/, panor4mic viaw.1 of 
1(../io/, 9.1/and'.1 coastline 
ChurJ.1fones p t ovil es a 

won,l,rfuf ,e{//nJ for J Our 
moil impor/Anl JalhuinJ.1 

Calulng ava ilable 

In -house Weddings 

Anniversary Parties 

Rehe a rsal Dinnen 

Bar / lat Mi tz vah s 

Spec-la! Occasi o ns 

lanquets • Showe rs 

Ccmfo, t,,6& ,ccommo,l,t;"J 
ov,nl, of•(' lo i70 J •OJU. 

PINES 
CO FERE CE 

CE TER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RJ 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajdwpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 130. 

CLEAN AIR 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

ELIMINATE Dusr, BACTERIA, MOLD, ODORS, ALLERGY SYMPTOMS 

To ensure quality service, 
call for a FREE informational packet and estimate. 

CleapA .: 
'1 :z=J.Ir 

of America,Inc. 274-4444 
A Division of SmokeOeanofNew England.Inc. Toll Free: 888-790-7283 

On the web at: www.smokeclean.com 

COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 

MWascomat 

Anderberrs, Inc. 
COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 

Equipment, Parts & Service 
For Apartment Buildings, Nursing Homes & Hotels 

99 .. lllaAn., Lacai, RIB5 
Donald Myrberg 
sales@anderbergs.necoxmail.com 

Tel: 401-725-6960 
Fax: 401-72~963 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • Installation/Sec-Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
coll free 

800-782-3988 

COINS & JEWELRY 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLD COINS 
• RARE COINS 
• STAMPS 
• CURRENCY 
· JEWELRY. WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES, SILVER 
• GOLD, PLATINUM 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS· NGC 

WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF RARECOINS 

BEST 
PRICES 

NOWAVAIIABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
ProofSets,Coin& 
Stamp Albums 

PODDII' COIN rvcHANGl INC, Serving bank,,attorneys,e5tates 11111 1ft and the public for over 40 yea~. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION 36 YEARS· LC 8041 401-861-7640 

August 19, 2005 

T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in A ll Phases O f: 

• Custom Interior Painting • New Construction 
• Exterior Painting & Staining • Power-washing 
• Log Homes • Decks 

LICENSED ANO INSURED. FREE ESTIMATES 

Contact "1),/er" 401-258-6548 or 401-647-5161 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

~DlMOND 
¥FUNDING 

Howard Schaffer 
Saks M,mager 

Diamond Fund.ib.g Corporation 
872 Park Avenue 
Cranston, RJ 02910 

MBF, Inc. 

Phone: 401.9413770 
8005533 770 

Fax: 401.9413793 
Cell: 774.2543508 
www.diamondfundingcorp.com 
hschaffer@diamondfundingcorp.com 

Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 
Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 

Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 
Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

300 Centerville Road • Summit South • Sutte 400 
Warwick, RI 02886 

401 -921-4170 • 401-921-4174 (fax) 
email: martinbfeibish@mbfinc.com 

www.mbfinc.com 

INSURANCE 

GE Financial f!l 
Lynn Pohl 
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist 

Long Term Care Division 
9 Constitution Hill 

Providence, RI 02904 
401-274-7213 • Fax 401-273-2131 

E-mail: lynnpltc@msn.com 
General Electric Capital Assurance Company 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage. Inc. 

Affiliates: 
lnsuro11ce U11denvriters, Inc. & Morton Smith. Inc. 

David B. Soforenko. c1c 
Senior Vice President 

60 Caramore Boubsmi. East Providence, RI 029 l 4 
Phone: (401) s-15-.1600 Luc (401)-43!-9.J()

l--mJi\: d,;ofon..·nko"-i\tJ.r, h<.' ).c.nm 

I 
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STEVE YOKEN 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL DISC 
JOCKEY and MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES. Weddings, 
Bar/Bat M itzvahs, PLUS intro
ductions, Candle-lighting, N .Y. 
Light Show and dancers/facili
tators. BOSTON PARTY 
PLANNERS' #1 Choice. Fall 
River (508) 679-1545. 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 

buy many household 
items including glass, china, jew
elry, etc. 30 yea rs - same loca
tion. Central Exchange. (781) 
344-6763. 

WANTED TO BUY 
Modern and contemporary 

design furniture, lighting and 
decorative arts. Herman Miller, 
Knoll, Duribar, Tommi Parz
inger, Hans Wegner, Charak 
Modern, Paul Evans, Vladi
mir Kagan, Directional, Thayer 
Coggin, George Nakashima, etc. 
One piece or entire estate. ( 401) 

935-0910. 

ELDER PERSONAL CARE 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Honest, caring, reliable home 

care. Days, nights, weekends. 
Light housekeeping, shopping, 
meal preparation, etc. Excellent 
references. Please call Kathy, 
(401) 356-1866. 

I BUY BOOKS 
Fiction, poetry, history, aca

demia, military, arts, photogra
phy, old medical, etc. Call (401) 
421-2949 
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AO"ERTISE IN 
THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

·CLASSIFIEDS 
To place a classified ad: 

Cost: First 15 words = $1 0 
.25 each additional word 

Print or type your ad and send with payment (check 
payable to Jewish Voice & Herald) to 

130 Sessions Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Number of insertions: ________ _ 
Name _____________ _ 

Address - - -----------City _____ State: _ _ Zip 
Phone: ____________ _ 

JEWISH VOICE & HERALD BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

K-9 CONTAINMENT & TRAINING 
Underground Dog Fencing 

Dog Training 

~ 
Pai, 

~;;:-- .... ·-
. --\- ...• · · " ... ~ ., ;: . ~ ·:~ -. 

,~~ 
~,,,;.. 

lnvisl>le 
Prtn,,tr,i 

942-DOGS (~'\. 
··-.. ~.---www.containandtrain.com 

MEMORY BOOKS 

<Jf;e 9ifl of !ll[emories 

Your family stories, 
photos, or letters presented 
in a beautiful custom book. 

Jleirloom 2.Joohs 
401-351-2842 • www.heirloom-books.com 

PtlMBING FIXTlR[S & SUPPLIES 

Style at Discounted Prices 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
FallRiver,HA ~ 

,-508-675-74]3 batK 1asa 
Plainville, HA sp 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON , RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 1-508-843-1300 

Hyannis, HA 
1-508-775-4115 

Over 6, 000 square feet of 
bath fixtures, faucets and accessories 

~)?c!!!~~H<?f:!G 
.,..._ SUPPL V CO INC 

MEDICAL - DENTISTRY 

General, Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry 

Serving the Community Since 1968 

Michael L. Rubinstein, DDS 
Robert J. Ducoff, DMD 

Mahra B. Rubinstein, DDS 

• l!llmueCross 
¥Dental 

4 DBIA DINTA&; 
o..o-.taai..ew... 

0Metl.Jfe· 
New Patients Welcome • Emergencies Seen Promptly 

r:. 861-4358 :1 
\. ) 

362 lves_Street, Proviclence 
(Easr Side - Comer of Warcrman Streer, near Wayland Square) 

Pri var,: Parking ar Rear of Of.ice 

STAFFI\G SOLLTIONS 

33 College Hill Road I Sharon.teich@todays.com 
Suite 29A 401-823-7100 

Warwick, RI 02886 www.todays.com 
401-823-7103 FAX 

Jb:AL EST ATE 

HAI MG COMMERCIAL 
Commercial Real Estate Services, Worldwide 

Daniel T. Feiner 
Vice President 

Office: (401) 751-3200 
Fax: (401) 751-2871 
Email : dan@mgcommercial.com 
Web Site: www.mgcommercial.com 

tel.: 40 1.273. 1900 
cell : 401.617.2220 
fax: 401.274.3 106 

Commercial I Residential 
Real £slale Brokerage 

Dara Raisner 
SALES AGENT 

www.SignaturcProperticsRJ.com 
dararaisner@hotmail .com 

236 Broadway Providence RI 02903 

TO PLACE YOUR 
BUSINESS CARD IN 

Frank Zasloff 
401-421-4111 

ext. 160 

OR 

Linda Cierstenblatt 
401-421-4111 

ext. 162 

r-: 
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Buying or Selling Your Florida Home? 

Sheila Max Lederman 
Realtor® 

1B 
H Auoi9 e 

Cell: 954-695-0328 
Office: 561-989-2100 

Toll Free: 800-632-4267 
Fax: 561 -989-2101 

s.lederman@langrealty.com 
www.langrealty.com 
Full Service Realtor 

DLANG 
REA L TY 

9858 Clint Moore Rd., C-124 • Boca Raton, FL 33496 

• SARA LINDSAY HALPER 
Realtor 

Direct Line: 401 223 2199 
Office: 401 751 4653 
Fax: 401 751 4392 
Cell: 401 241 4899 
sara/ind,ay.halper@hoganandsro,1e.com 

10 EI.MGROVE AV£ PROVIDENCE, RI 02906 

Exclusive Affiliate of Christie S GreaJ Estates 
M-tt,1v.hoganandstotie.com 

Local Homeowners 
Save THOUSANDS 

on Real Estate Commissions ... 
What people are saying about the 

NEW 2% COMMISSION PROGRAM 
"The 296 Commision Program 
saved us nearly $5,000 ... " - RICHARD&CAROLGARRETT, Pawtucket 

"We saved nearly $10,000 in 
Real Estate Commissions!" - AL & LENA CABRAL Cumberland 

"I saved $9,300 and my house 
sold in less than 10 days!" - JOE IMBAULT, North Providence 

"We were impressed with the 
high level of service, and a 
savings of over $8,000 ... " - RICHARD & SHIRLEY PATZ, Lincoln 

"Thanks to the 296 Commision Program, 
I was able to get the amount I wanted. 

. I'm now happily on my way to Florida." 
KATHY CAMPONIONE, Johnston 

A REaNT HOMESELLER SAVED OVER $12,000 WITH·US/ 
HOW CAN YOU SAVE THOUSANDS? 

Visit: www.MyFullServiceRealty.com or call us at 
401 -270-5656 

FULL SERVICE REALTY INC. 
FREE HOME EVALUATION UPON REQUEST/ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 

Mazal Tov 

AOL appoints Tarsy 
BOSTON-The Anti-D efa

mation League (ADL) appointed 
Andrew H . Tarsy executive direc
tor of the New England region. 
Previously, he was the civil rights 
director. 

Rabbi Wechterman 
named to 

rabbinical board 
The RRA, the professional 

association of Reconstruction
ist rabbi~, has named Rabbi 
Elyse Wechterman to its board 
of directors. She has served as 
spiritual leader and educator at 
Congregation Agudas Achim, 
a Reconstructionist community 
in Attleboro, Mass., since 2001. 
Prior to that, Rabbi W echter
man served as a congregational 
consultant at the Jewish Recon
structionist Federation in Phila
delphia. She is a 2000 graduate 
of the Reconstructionist Rabbin
ical College and holds bachelor's 
degrees from Boston University 
in journalism and international 
relations. 

Prior to entering the rabbin
ate, Rabbi Wechterman worked 
as a journalist and editor. Rabbi 
W echterman lives with her hus
band and two children in Attle
boro. 

August 19, 2005 

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM vice president Toby London (right ) presents 
the educator of t he year award to Pat Winiarski at the museum's 
annual meeting. 

Educator of the year award 
PROVIDENCE - When given the opportunity to design the 

12"' grade English curriculum for Shea High School in Pawtucket, 
teacher Pat Winiarski included the book Night by Elie Wiesel, thus 
ensuring that every senior reads it. For her enthusiasm, hard work, 
and devotion to teaching the Holocaust, the Rhode Island Holocaust 
Museum awarded Pat Winiarski the Jenny Klein Holocaust Educa
tor of the Year award at its annual meeting on June 9. 

NCJW names scholars 
On June 2, the National Council of Jewish Women, R.I. section, 

awarded 10 scholarships of S750 each to students who showed high 
academic ability coupled with financial need and activities showing 
service to the community. 

Brandeis Legacy award 
William J. Gregerman of Houston, (formerly of Rhode Island) 

was presented the Sachar Legacy Society award by President Jehuda 
Reinbarz of Brandeis University. He was recognized for his generos
ity in establishing a scholarship in memory of his wife, Dee. 

Nuremberg prosecutor 
to receive Touro award 

The Touro Synagogue Foundation will present Benjamin B. 
Ferencz, former prosecutor at the Nuremberg war crimes trials and 
promoter of an international criminal court to facilitate world peace, 
with the 2005 Judge Alexander G . Teitz Award, on Aug. 20. The 
award is given annually to honor an individual or institution that 
best exemplifies the ideals of religious, ethnic, and racial tolerance 
and freedom. 

Send us your Simchas 

SWAN 

Offering the Best 
Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 

Send your simchas for 
publication to: E-Mail 
voiceherald@jfri.org; 
Fax: 401-331-7961; 
Mail: The Jewish Voice& 
Herald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906. 

t<.)~ 
& a Full Selection of 

Kosher Wines 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ... 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

Photos welcome, in
clude self-addresed, 
stamped envelope for 
photo return. Electronic 
photos must be high 
resolution for printing. 
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Irving Adler, 85 Florence Datz, 87 Bob, George, Morris and Ray-
CRANSTON-Irving 

Adler, 85, a retired retail store 
owner, died July 28. He was the 
husband of Eleanor (Kramer) 
Adler. Born in Providence, a son 
of the late Fred anci Esther (Kot
len) Adler, he was a lifelong resi
dent of Rhode Island, moving to 
Cranston in 1950. 

P RO VI DENCE-Flor- mond Reef. 

Mr. Adler was a graduate of 
Hope High School. The family 
business, originally called Adler's 
Army and Navy, was founded by 
his father in 1919. Mr. Adler es
tablished Adler Hardware in the 
same building in 1950 and had 
co-owned both stores with his 
brother, Carl, since 1958. He re
tired in 2001. 
~ HewasintheU.S. 
f~ Army during World 

War II, serving in the 
European Theater. His duties 
included playing reveille each 
morning on his bugle. 

Mr. Adler was a founding 
member of the Cranston Jewish 
Center, now Temple Torat Yis
rael. 

After a disabling stroke in 
1978, he became an inspiration 
to many by returning to work 
in spite of a permanent partial 
paralysis. He loved to travel and 
was an ardent supporter of Israel, 
which he visited eight times. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by two sons, Jacob Adler of 
Fayetteville, Ark., and Harry L. 
Adler of Providence; one daugh
ter, Kayla Campbell of Provi
dence; one brother, Carl Adler of 
Providence; two grandchildren, 
Sophia Mitchell and Tamara 
Dickerson; and two great-grand
children, Willow and Gianni. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Jewish National Fund, 78 
Randall Ave., Rockville Centre, 
NY 11570 or Temple Torat Yis
rael, 330 Park Ave., Cranston, RI 
02905. 

ence Datz, 87, a retired office 
manager, died July 30. Born in 
Providence, a daughter of the late 
David Morris and Minnie (Co
hen) Datz, she was a lifelong resi
dent of the city. 

Miss Datz was a civilian em
ployee in the Army Air Corps 
during World War II. Follow
ing the war, she worked as of
fice manager at the former Royal 
Sales and was later employed by 
the Real Estate Board of Rhode 
Island. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El. 

Miss Datz leaves two broth
ers, Byron Datz of Providence 
and Irving W. Datz of North 
Providence; and four nephews. 
She was also the sister of the late 
Alan S. Datz and aunt of the late 
Stevan Datz. 

Contributions may be made 
to the American Heart Associa
tion, 275 Westminster St., Provi
dence, RI 02903. 
Miriam Goldman, 64 

WEST WARWICK- Mir
iam "Maggie" Goldman, 64, died 
Aug. 4. She was the wife of the 
late Fred Goldman. Born in Port
land, Maine, a daughter of the 
late Samuel and Dora (Glovsky) 
Reef, she lived in Warwick Neck 
before moving to West Warwick 
in 1996. 

A graduate of Boston Uni
versity, she worked as a notary 
public. · 

Mrs. Goldman was a mem
ber ofTemple Beth-EL 

She leaves a son, Barry Reef, 
and his wife, Lee-Ann, of New 
Hope, Pa.; three granddaugh
ters, Jessica, Allison and Melissa; 
a brother, Norman Reef; and a 
sister, Eleanor Reef. She was the 
mother of the late Scott Flint and 
sister of the late Irene Cohen and 

Contributions may be made 
to the Pulmonary Hypertension 
Fund, c/o Dr. Nicholas Hill, 
Tufts New England Medical 
Center, 750 Washington St., No. 
257, Boston, MA 02111. 

Dorothy G. Gordon 
WARWICK- Dorothy G . 

Gordon died Aug. 2. She was the 
wife of Harold P. Gordon. They 
were married for 34 years. Born 
in Providence, a daughter of the 
late Louis and Mollie (Fried
man) Goldberg, she had lived in 
Warwick for 30 years, previously 
residing in Cranston. 

She was employed by Lin
coln Lace and Braid Company in 
Providence as a billing clerk for 
over 40 years, retiring in 1973. 

Mrs. Gordon was a member 
of Temple Emanu-El and Ku
lanu, Hadassah, Jewish War Vet
erans Auxiliary and the former 
Majestic Senior Guild. 

She was an avid reader, en
joyed embroidering and loved to 
travel. 

She leaves a stepson, Melvyn 
Gordon, and his wife, June, of 
Southborough, Mass.; a brother, 
Dr. Norman Goldberg, and 
his wife, Phyllis, of West Palm 
Beach, Fla.; a sister, Blanche 
Eisenstadt, and her husband, 
Nathan, ofWarwick; two grand
children, Beth and Jeffrey; and 
two great-grandchildren, Drew 
and Chad, as well as many nieces 
and nephews. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 
June Kirschbaum, 73 

BOCA RATON, Fla. 
June Shaw Kirschbaum, 73, died 
July 3. She was the wife oflrving 
Kirschbaum and the late Gerald 
Shaw. She was the daughter of 
Ida Fields Goodstein and the late 
Robert Fields. 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community. 

Jewish families throughout Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts turn to 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial Chapel for 

service, compassion and sensitivity. 

Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

JILL E. SUGARMAN, DIRECTOR 
SHELLY GOLDBERG, AsSOCIATE 

SUGARMAN~ 
I NAI ~\~~gflAL ii I 458 Hope Street, Providence, RI 

(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

A Service Family Aff1l12tc of AFFS &. Service Corp. Int'l. 492 Rock St .• Fall R1\'Ct, MA 02720 508·676-2'454 
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She leaves a son, Peter Shaw 
of McKinney, Texas; a daugh
ter, Susan Bridgefarmer, and her 
husband, Kyle, of Melissa, Texas; 
and a sister, Carole Goldman and 
her husband, Hy, of Cranston. 

Burial was in Mt. Lebanon 
Cemetery, Iselin, N.J. 
Harry J. Kolodney, 92 

PAWTUCKET-Harry J. 
Kolodney, 92, died recently. He 
was the husband of the late Anna 
(Abrams) Kolodney and the late 
Sonya (Cutler) Kolodney, and 
the son of the late William and 
Gussie Kolodney. 

He was a 1951 graduate of 
New England Technical Insti
tute and was a master electronic 
technician. 

As a volunteer for R.I. Meals 
on Wheels for more than 20 years, 
he served on its board of directors 
and was later designated an hon
orary director for life. In 1996, in 
recognition of his work for Meals 
on Wheels, he was honored with 
the Jefferson Award for outstand
ing public service. 

He served as an arbitrator for 
the Rhode Island Better Business 
Bureau and had been named ar
bitrator of the year for the state of 
Rhode Island. 
~ Mr. Kolodney 
~ served in World War II 

in the European The
atre. He was a member ofTemple 
Beth-El and was active in the 
daily minyan services there. 

He leaves four grandchildren, 
Elissa, Kerri, Eric and David; a 
brother, Samuel}. Kolodney, and 
his wife, Zelda; a stepson, Ronald 
P. Abrams, and his wife, Sandra, 
and their children, Beth and An
drew. He was the brother of the 
late Bertha, Harriet and Dr. Jo
seph Kolodney. He was also the 

Obituaries 
stepfather of the late Dr. Barry 
Abrams of Franklin, Mich. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 
Edmund Korb, 89 

EAST PROVIDENCE
Edmund Korb, 89, the proprietor 
of Korb Baking Co., died August 
13. He was the husband of the 
late Edith (Lozow) Korb. A life
long resident of Providence, he 
was a son of the late Philip and 
Mary (Moskowitz) Korb. 

Founded by his late father in 
1906, Korb's Bakery was a fixture 
of Rhode Island life through the 
twentieth century. Mr. Korb ran 
the bakery from 1941 until his 
retirement in 1998. He helped it 
grow into an institution, known 
and loved throughout the state, 
and often mentioned in books set 
in Rhode Island. 

A former member of Temple 
Emanu-El, he provided dedi
cated and loyal service in its de
velopment. Mr. Korb was a 32"d 

degree Mason and a member of 
the Roosevelt (now Redwood) 
Masonic Lodge. He was a former 
member of Ledgemont Country 
Club. 

He is survived by two sons, 
Philip Korb of Philadelphia and 
Richard Korb of Pawtucket; one 
brother, Abbot Lieberman of 
Providence; and four grandchil
dren, Erica, Andrea, Avery and 
Kevin. He was the brother of the 
late Evelyn Slepkow, Dr. Milton 
Korb, and Leola Silverman. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Dr. Milton Korb Memo
rial Fund, c/o Brown University, 
Providence, RI 02912. 

See OBITUARIES, page 26 

The Only Local 
Family-Owned 

,.Jewish Funeral Home 
in Rhode Island 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

1""\,, Certified by rh, 
;i,~) R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Pr,-Need Program.r Availablt 
Whet/chair Accusibk 
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OBITUARIES 
From page 25 

Arlene Lazarus, 75 
WEST PALM BEACH, 

Fla. - Arlene Lazarus, 75, for
merly of Providence, died July 
28. 

Born in Providence, the 
daughter of the late Edward A . 
and Sylvia ( G oldstein) Bosler, she 
graduated with honors from the 
University of Rhode Island and 
wrote and produced commercials 
for media outlets throughout the 
state before retiring. 

She leaves a son, Peter Laza
rus, and a daughter, Nancy Laza
rus, both of Los Angeles, and a 
sister-in-law, Sandra L . Sherman 
of Providence. 

Contributions may be made 

CALENDAR 
From page 2 

Agudath Achim of Taunton 
open house 

10 a.m. to noon. The Com
munity House, 133 High St., 
Taunton, Mass. Open house, 
religious school orientation and 
registration for new and return
ing students, grades 1 through 
7, and their parents. Interfaith 
families welcome. For more info, 
call Cantor Anne Heath at (508) 
822-3230. 

to H ospice of Palm Beach, 5300 
East Ave., West Palm Beach, 
FL. 33407. 
Beatryce Mushlin, 86 

PROVIDENCE -Beatryce 
Mushlin, 86, died Aug. 11. She 
was the wife of Myer Mushlin. 
They were married for 64 years. 
Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late D avid and Elizabeth 
( Grant) Krasner, she had lived 
in Cranston for over 38 years 
before moving to Warwick fo r 
seven years, recently returning to 
Providence. 

She was a sales associate 
for the former Berren's Wallpa
per Store in Warwick for many 
years. 

Mrs. Mushlin was a former 
member of Temple Sinai and its 
Sisterhood and she ran their gift 
shop for many years. 

TUES., ~UG. 30 
Federation event for women 

7:30 p.m. "Federation 101." 
At the home of Randi Beren
baum, 5 Wingate Rd., Provi
dence. All about the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island and 
its programs. All women are wel
come. Refreshments. A program 
of the Women's Alliance. RSVP 
to Meredith Einsohn, 421-4111, 
ext. 206, or meinsohn@jfri .org. 

FRI., SEPT. 9 
Yiddish shmooze 

10 a.m. ]CC conference 

In addition to her husband, 
she leaves two daughters, Nancy 
Mushlin of Warwick and Ellen 
Mushlin of Millbury, Mass. She 
was the sister of Albert Krasner 
and H arriet Zarchen, both of 
Cranston; and the late Ernest 
Krasner. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Alzheimer's Association, 
245 Waterman St., Providence, 
RI 02906. 
Fanny S. Sackin, 98 

ATLANTA - Fanny 
(Shark.in) Sack.in, 98, died Aug. 
13 in Atlanta. She was the wife 
of the late Ernest Sack.in. Born 
in Providence on Feb. 1, 1907, to 
Shandel and Louis Shark.in, she 
was the youngest of six children. 

She moved to Los Angeles in 
1936 and lived there fo r 57 years 
until moving to Atlanta in 1993. 

room, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. First meeting free . For 
more info, call Sue Robbio at 
861-8800, ext.107. 

Open house at 
Bristol synagogue 

8 p.m. United Brothers Syn
agogue, 205 High St., Bristol. 
Open house, new member event 
at a Shabbat service and kosher 
wine tasting. All welcome. RSVP 
at 253-0040. 

TUES., SEPT. 13 
Temple Torat Yisrael 

barbecue 
5:30 p.m. 330 Park Ave., -

Five years ago EPOCH opened the doors to two of Providence's finest 

senior healthcare residences. Today, we are proud to celebrate this 

wonderful anniversary with you and to continue to provide 

"The Residence of Choice for Seniors" in the local area. 

We have never ceased to be amazed at how welcoming and wonderful the 

local community has been to us. We would like to thank yoll"tor your 

hospitality and your continued support. 

~ 
IEPOCH" 

ASSISTED LI V ING 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard 
Providence, Rl 

Call Arlene NiHill • 401 -273-6565 

~ 
IE POCH" 

AS S I S TED LIVING 

on the East Side 

One Burler Avenue 
• Providence, RI 

Ca ll Jean Costa • 401 -275-0682 

@. 

Mrs. Sack.in was a business
woman and an active volunteer. 

She leaves a son, Stanley 
Sack.in and his wife Stevie of 
Atlanta; seven grandchildren, 
Stephen Chess and his wife, 
Lois, of San Francisco, Stacy 
Sack.in of Los Angeles, Saman
tha Sack.in and her husband 
Tom Fassbender of Los Angeles, 
Cori Sack.in of Atlanta, Marvin 
Sack.in and his wife Gena of 
Austin, Texas, Alexandra H er
nandez and her husband Arturo 
of Atlanta, and Francesca Fass
bender of Los Angeles. She was 
also the mother of the late Louis 
Sack.in and grandmother of the 
late Alan Chess. 

Burial was in Hillside Me
morial Park, Inglewood, Calif. 

Contributions may be made 
to Weinstein Hospice, 3150 

Cranston. Temple Torat Yisrael 
barbecue for members and pro
spective members. Minyan, fol
lowed by barbecue at 5:45 p.m. 
$6 per adult, S4 per child age 
10 and under, with a maximum 
charge of S20 per family. RSVP 
by Sept. 5 to 785-1800. 

Emanu-El storytime 
10:30 a.m. Storytime at 

Temple Emanu-el Sisterhood 
Lounge, for this time only, will 
be held on the second Tues. of 
the month. (Check with the 
temple for future dates.) Parents 
and childrep up to age four wel
come. For more info, call Lisa 
Shorr at 521-4540. 

SAT., SEPT. 17 
Temple Habonim fall event 

7 p.m. 165 New Meadow 
Rd, Barrington. Hors d'oeuvres, 
wine, silent auction, musical 
"The Rothschilds," dessert and 
coffee. Donation of S75 per 
person. RSVP with check by 
Sept. 8. 

S,UN., SEPT. 18 
Temple Emanu-El 

Leisure Club 
2 p.m. 99 Taft Ave., Provi

dence. Members' birthday cel
ebration. Norm Conrad's Mini 
Minstrels will perform. 

MON., SEPT. 19 
Hadassah health program 

6:30 p.m. "Movin' and Gro
ovin' with the Sisterhood of the 
Health Seekers." 

Call 463-3636 for info. 

August 19, 2005 

Howell Mill Rd., Atlanta, GA 
30327. 
Leo Strickman, 90 

FALL RIVER-Leo Strick
man, 90, died Aug. 4. He was 
the husband of the late M arjorie 
(Newmark) Strickman. 

Mr. Strickman was employed 
by Elbe File and Binder Co. and 
later was vice president in charge 
of sales for Union Bookbinding in 
Boston. 

He leaves a son, Peter Strick
man, of Boston; and a daughter, 
Bonnie Strickman, of Newport 
and New York City. He was the 
father of the late Michael Strick
man. 

Contributions may be made 
to the charity of your choice. 

CONTINUING: 
Temple Emanu-el 

Leisure Club 
THURSDAYS 

10-10:50 a.m. followed by a 
coffee break: 

Sept. 8: "Health Care Deci
sions for Living Wills," Myra 
Shays 

Sept. 15: "The Whys and 
H ows of Less Toxic Living," Lib
erty Goodwin, from a non-profit 
organization 

ll:00 a.m. to noon: 
Sept. 8: "An Unknown Jewish 

Hero," new book by Ron Florence 
Sept. 15: "Good News for 

Treating D epression," Dr. Andrew 
Rosensweig 

SEND US YOUR 
CALENDAR LISTINGS 

Send us your calen
dar listings - include 
time, date, location 
and telephone number. 
Notices must be 
received 2 weeks prior 
to publication date. 

E-mail: voiceherald@jfri.org: 

Fax: 401-331-7961.or mail to: 

Jewish Voice & Herald. 130 

Sessions St.. Providence. RI 

02906 Attn: Calendar 

Winkleman Travel 
Since 1974 

Go to Israel this vearl 
From NY: EL AL ISRAIR 
From Boston: All Major Airlines 

Continental Air Canada From Prov: 
Let us handle all your needs, flights, hotels, car rentals, touring. 

943-7700 720 Reservoir Ave., Cransto~ -800-234 -5595 
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iJ L b 1 ne o servant co ege search 
: By Miriam Klein M y junior year of high 

school was fairly typical: 
a barrage of standardized 
tests, difficult classes, and 

assemblies about college (sample speech: 
"By the time you're a senior, you'll have 
one foot in high school and one in col
lege. This is your last year as a high 
school student-make it count!"). Stress
ful? Definitely. 

My college search added to the stress. 
Unlike some of my classmates, I couldn't 
just type my G .P.A. and a few restric
tions on size and location into the Col
lege Board website. When I researched 
schools, the first thing I'd look for was 
the meal plan. My mother, looking over 
my shoulder at the catalog, book, or web
page, would ask me, "Have you found out 
if they've got a kosher option?" 

I've seen advice on how to choose 
a college with resources for learning 
disabilities, physical disabilities, racial 
minorities, and more. But there were 
very few articles that dealt with finding 
a college with resources for an observant 
Jew, and because I went to a public high 
school, the guidance department knew 

Editor's note: The fallowing article first 
appeared in the Jewish Week and is reprinted 
with their permission. 

By Rachel Spencer 
I have walked up Touro Street in 

Newport hundreds of times, but each 
time I am struck by the majesty ofTouro 
Synagogue, facing east towards Jerusalem. 
Touro has always been a part of my life, and 
each time I pass the arched threshold that 
separates the street from the synagogue, I 
realize that visiting Touro is not like visit
ing any other synagogue. Few synagogues 
in the United States can lay claim to such 
a rich and illustrious history. 

One feels this sense of history upon 
entering the simple sanctuary, designed in 
the Sephardic tradition with the bimah in 
the center, inviting both the casual visitor 
and the worshipper. 

I have my own favorite spot in the 
women's balcony, where I have a unique 
viewpoint of the 12 interior columns, each 
a solid tree trunk, painted a stately grey, 
and symbolizing the 12 tribes of Israel. 
Five intricate candelabras, donated to the 
synagogue between 1760 and 1770, also 
grace the room. In the evening and on 
special occasions, like my Bat Mitzvah, 
the candles in the candelabra are lit, cast
ing an otherworldly aura over the sanctu
ary. 

As we commemorate 350 years of 
Jewish life in the U.S., it is only fitting 
that we acknowledge the important role 
played by Touro, the oldest working syna
gogue in the nation, in the development 
of religious liberty. D edicated on D ec. 2, 
1763, the synagogue embodies the ideals 
that shaped our nation's fundamental reli
gious freedoms and rights. These standards 

little more than I did. 
I was able to make my own specifi

cations by asking older friends and brain
storming with my parents, and in the end 
a kosher meal plan was only one of many 
considerations. Was there a Hillel? If so, 
did they include services that would fit 
my specific preferences? What was the 
situation on campus politically: were there 
strong pro-Israel groups and speakers, 
or was the student union plastered with 
"Zionism is Racism" flyers? 

My research required some extra 
work, especially since I needed to visit 
the prospective colleges in order to decide 
whether religious life on campus would be 
possible. I couldn't sit in the back of infor
mation sessions and tours, taking occa
sional notes; I had to raise my hand and 
ask for directions to the Hillel or whether 
they offered keys to the dorms for when I 
couldn't use an electronic card. Once, my 
mother chased down a student who was 
wearing a kippah and proceeded to inter
view him about his experiences as a Jew 
in college. 

The search for a college wasn't the end 
of the process- or even the beginning. 
As early as freshman year of high school 

Miriam Klein 

I had to make sure that the extracurricu
lars I joined didn't require competition on 
Saturday. At the beginning of my senior 

My Touro 

Touro Synagogue in Newport 

still guide us today and are as important as letter "To the Hebrew Congregation in 
ever. Newport, Rhode Island." The president's 

The · synagogue was built by Issac letter affirmed religious freedom as a tenet 
Touro and designed by the renowned colo- of the new United States. The letter was 
nial architect Peter Harrison. It stands as written a year before the Bill of Rights was 
one of the finest examples of 18th century ratified, in response to Moses Seixas, the 
architecture in America and was desig- synagogue's warden, who penned a letter 
nated a National Historic site in 1946. asking for assurances of religious liberty 

The establishment of the synagogue for the fledging _ and vulnerable Jewish 
uniquely contributed to American his- community. In his famous return letter, 
tory as well as to the history of democracy Washington gave the desired invaluable 
as a whole. Newport was established as a guarantee. He eloquently stated that the 
colony by Roger Williams on the prin- government of the U.S. "gives to bigotry 
ciples of religious freedom and separation no sanction, to_ perse_cution no assistance," 
of church and state. The congregation was and th~t- all mhab,tants_ of the_ nation 
established in 1658 by a group of Sep- should sit safely under his own vrne and 
hardic Jews. fig tree, and there shall be none to make 

The most ot O th · "d him afraid." H e wished the "children of 
n ew r y IIlCI ent h S k f Ab h ., " 

ascribed to the history of the sy t e toe o ra am to continue to 
is President George Washingto; ,:g~3/~~ ~ erit _and e1,;joy the good will of the other 

mhab1tants. 

year the guidance department again held 
an assembly, this time about getting 
the applications in on time. They even 
pointed out some good times to work 
on applications, especially one two-day 
break from school. That two-day break 
was Rosh Hashanah - not a very good 
time for me to fill out forms. Even now 
that I've already enrolled in a college, 
I'm still not finished: my orientation will 
have programs on Shabbat. 

There are ways to get around some 
of these problems. My sister, who will 
be a senior in a Jewish high school this 
fall, received a guidebook from the col
lege counselor on choosing a school with 
consideration for religious life. At her 
school, she didn't have to worry about 
school plays on Friday night or state test
ing during Passover. In a way, I wish that 
someone had given me all the answers 
and changed the dates of events that fell 
on holidays. But because they didn't, I 
had to visit, ask, and find as much infor
mation about colleges as I could. Which, 
considering I'll live there for four years, 
isn't a bad idea. 

Miriam Klein, an intern this summer 
at the Jewish Voice & Herald, will attend 
Brown University in the fall. 

Touro Synagogue thus became an 
official American symbol of religious 
liberty. Washington's strong expression 
of justice described a tolerance virtually 
unknown at the time. However, he recog
nized the seeds of a revolution in thought, 
one which encouraged the natural rights 
of man. The letter, which is annually read 
at Touro in a special ceremony, represents 
the very tolerance that supports today's 
Jewry and has enabled us to reach success 
in all walks of political, economic, social 
and cultural life. 

Touro is a place where history, tradi
tion, and the ideal of religious tolerance 
and freedom all have converged. 

My family and I are members of the 
synagogue and often attend services there. 
It is a unique experience to pray there and 
think about the numerous past generations 
of Jews who have similarly done so. 

An ambitious restoration and expan
sion project is currently under way. The 
"Campaign to Save Touro Synagogue" 
will include a thorough restoration of the 
interior and exterior of the building, in 
addition to the creation of a visitor's center 
complex. The letters between Moses 
Seixas and George Washington will be on 
display in the Visitors and Exhibit Center. 
Exhibits and displays regarding Colonial 
Jewish history and the birth of religious 
freedom in America are planned. 

Rachel Spencer is a senior at Amity High 
School in Woodbridge, Conn. 

The Touro Synagogue Foundation will 
hold the annual reading of George Washing
ton's historic letter on Sunday, Aug. 21, at 1 
p.m. 
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Local reactions t disen agement 
Same rules apply 

The O ld Testament is filled with sto
ries that make clear how fundamental the 
human desire for a home/homeland is, but 
to consider the stories in that document as 
a deed (proof of ownership) rather than as 
an expression of an ideal, is delusional and 
dangerous. In the context of real life, God 
did not give the region in question to the 
Jews - it was the British who did that. 

Growing up, I was taught that the 
Torah commands consistent treatment 
of all people, using the same rules for 
judging others as we would use to judge 
ourselves. In th is light, a truly extraor
dinary response would have been for the 
nation and people of Israel to accommo
date the land's previous inhabitants with 
the same understanding and kindness as 
they received from Great Britain, to rec
ognize another group's desire for a home 

as the same as Israel's, and to act in a way 
to facilitate that. 

To continue or increase the occupancy 
without resorting to self-delusion, Israel as 
a nation would have to openly agree and 
state "We want the land, so we're going to 
take it." I believe this action would set the 
moral and cultural stance of the Jewish 
people back 3,000 or so years, and leave 
the field wide open for every other group 
to take the same position. 

More than anything, the situa
tion seems something like a contentious 
divorce, where strife has been created not 
by intent, but by unresolved conflicts of 
interest and unintended and/or misguided 
actions. D isengagement currently seems 
like the best way to try to move the situa
tion forward; if anyone has a better plan, 
I'd love to hear it. 

Steve Schwartz 
Providence 

Letting the enemy close in 
Today distant borders mean nothing 

defensively. Anyone with a few thou
sand dollars can buy missiles on the open 
market, or build them. The Israeli govern
ment is forcibly moving Jews. The Romans 
did it, the Greeks did it, the Spanish and 
the Czarina did it. 

I realize that they are not moving to 
Babylonia or to a new Pale, but they are 
losing their homes and their settlements 
that they worked so hard to establish. 
They will be in the hands of those that 
would see them wiped from the face of the 
earth. Israel did not start the war in 1967, 
but I am afraid they are about to pay a very 
heavy price for their victory. On the news 
this morning I saw the most disturbing 
thing I have ever seen - soldiers restrain
ing the settlers, both with tears in their 
eyes. 

Cliff Lander 
Fall River 

Take it from the 
Israelis 

Jl,JEW~S:ftY01q: ~ H~RALD 
Those of us who 

call ourselves Zionists 
should not presume to 
know what's best for 

This special pull out section will debut 
November 11th 2005 and will be mailed 
to Jewish households in Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts,and 
distributed at 65 locations throughout 
the region, including supermarkets, 

bookstores Etc. 
(Ad deadline is October 17th 2005) 

RATES AND SIZES 
Full Page 

---~-$9fCoo 

Quarter Page 
---~---...,2..-o'3"". ,""'Oo..---_---_---• 

Israel if we don't live there. Rather, our 
job is to support the country every way we 
can. I am fortunate to have family who 
have been there for several generations. 
On matters of Israel's internal politics, I 
take my cues from them. 

My relatives support the disengage
ment, despite the obvious difficulties. They 
know that many of the settlers moved in 
good faith, thinking that their investment 
was permanent. Other settlers, however, 
they term "fanatics," either religious or 
nationalist or both. These are the people 
who have called Israeli soldiers "Nazis" 
or Fascists," who disregard the fact that 
they are 9,000 among more than a million 
Palestinians, and must be protected by the 
Army day and night, at a cost to the gov
ernment of millions of dollars each year. 

Throughout history, hundreds of mil
lions of people have been displaced by 
political upheavals and war. In this case, 
these settlers are being moved from a dan
gerous place to a secure place after the 
legal decision of their democratic govern
ment. It is a painful step, but one that the 
government (and my family) think is nec
essary. 

Alan Weissburg MD 
Providence 
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"My mom is blessed w ith 
good care, attractive sur
roundings and considerate, 
compassionate people. " 

"Every request is answered 
w ith a smile and immediate 
action." 

A powerful spirit, a kind of 
magical vitality, pervades 
Tockwotton Home. It is seen in daily acts of human kind
ness. Heard in the voices of loving caregivers. And 
epitomized in the compassionate w ork and dedication of 
every,staff member. 

• TOCK~~.'..,1~~-~;~ME 
Rehabilitation • Founded 1856 

75 East St.· Providence· 272.5280 · www.Tockwotton.org 
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Live Generously. It Does a World of Good. 

WHY IS THERE A COUPON BOOK IN MY NEWSPAPER? 

Have you ever wondered what to get someone for their upcoming simcha Uoyous 
occasion)? Do you struggle to find the perfect gift for a birthday, bar mitzvah, 
baby naming, wedding , anniversary or graduation? Do want to remember your 
loved one with a meaningful gift? 

A donation to the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island (JFRI) is a wonderful 
way to celebrate your loved one's life. 

Through your contribution, you will support local, national and international 
Jewish agencies who are bringing food to the hungry, clothing to the naked and 
medical supplies to those in need. Your gift will not only touch the life of your 
family or friend , but will reach as far as Ethiopia, Israel and Argentina. 

Enclosed in your newspaper is a JFRI coupon book. Use this book to honor and 
memorialize your friends and family . Simply remove a page from the book, fill in 
the blanks and send in your contribution to the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. We will send an ac_knowledgement of your gift to the recipient. 

Through your generosity, we will make a world of difference in the lives of those 
in need. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.jfri .org. 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

130 Sessions Street 
Providence, RI 02906 

(401)421-4111 


