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SUMMER CAMPS - Former Red Sox first-baseman Sam Horn, at left, visited the JCC 
camp in July. There's plenty of water sports and activities going on at Camp JORI, at 
right. See page 27. 
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disengag ment 
MY DAY IN GAZA 

By Alison Golub 

A /iron Golub writes a regular column, Alison on Aliyah, for the 
]V&H This is the first of a two-part series. 

T n the coming days, the 
world will be focusing 
on the Gaza Strip, the 
now-infamous area from 

;.... __ _ which Ariel Sharon has 
decided to "disengage" in less than 
two weeks. I've wanted to see the 
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ALISON GOLUB riding inside an armored vehicle commonly called a Safari on her trip through the Gaza 

Photos by Brian HendlerlJTA 

RALLY - Tens of thousands of protesters took part in a mass anti -withdrawal rally in the southern Israeli town of Sderot on Tuesday. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 
For greater 

Rhode Island 

Aug. 5 7:39 
Aug. 12 7:30 
Aug. 19 7:20 

Aug. 26 7:09 

e~e~ 
SUN.,AUG. 7 

JCC Perspectives in Newport 
Noon to 5 p.m. Jewish Newport walking tour. Picnic, private 

guided tour of Jewish Newport. We'll be joined by members of Jewish 
Interaction of Boston. Evening activities. Carpool from Providence 
@ lla.m. S5, lunch price TBD. For information, contact Tavlin at 
861-8800, ext. 205 or tavlin@jccri.org 

WED., AUG. 17 
Holocaust Museum teacher workshop 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., 

CHARTING A COURSE FOR INVESTORS IN THE MICRO-CAP STOCK MARKET 

ELIOT•ROSE ASSET MANAGEMENT, LLC tel: 401.588.5100 

10 WEYBOSSET STREET, SUITE 401 fax: 401.588.5120 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903 www.eliotrose.com 

et us tempt~ 

Providence. For more information, call 453-7860 or email 
rhodeislandhmm@aol.com. 

SUN., AUG. 21 
Tanglewood Concert 

9 a.m. motorcoach leaves Providence JCC for afternoon concert 
featuring Rossini, Mozart & Beethoven. Conductor Peter O undjian 
and pianist Peter Serk.in. Cost: $88. Lunch on your own at Tangle
wood. Qyick dinner stop. Return to JCC approx. 9:30 p.m. For 
more info, call Sue Robbio or Sue Suls at 861-8800. 

JCC Perspectives pool party 
2 to 6 p.m. Come take a dip in a member's private pool. Couples, 

singles. Bring towel & pool toys. Finger-food & appetizers provided. 
S5 w/ payment received by Wed, the 17th or $8 @ door. Contact 
day of event at noon for location. Tavlin at 861-8800, ext. 205 or 
tavlin@jccri .org 

George Washington Letter reading 
1 p.m. George Washington's letter to Moshe SeiJrns of Touro 

Synagogue will be read at the annual ceremony, held at First Church 
of Christ Scientist, 100 Touro St., Newport due to renovations at 
Touro Synagogue. For more info, contact Robin Kauffman at 847-
4794 or robin@tourosynagogue.org, or visit www.tourosynagogue. 
org 

SUN., AUG. 28 
Lower East Side celebration 

11 a.m to 2 p.m. The "Lower East Side Comes to East Side of 
Providence" at Lippet Park, corner of Blackstone Blvd. and Hope St. 
Live music, food, dancing, children's activities and more. For more 
info, contact Tavlin at 861-8800, ext. 205 or tavlin@jccri.org 

CONTINUING: 
Emano-El Leisure Club 2005 summer session 

Programs will be in the new chapel at Temple Emanu-El, 99 
Taft Ave., Providence. Use the new entrance on Taft Ave. On the 
left is an elevator to the chapel. For more info, call the temple at 331-
1616. 

THURSDAYS 

10 - 10:50 a.m. followed by a coffee break: 

Aug.11: "The Future of Social Security," Prof. George Borts 

Aug. 18: "American Jewish Music," Cantor Richard Perlman 

11:10 a.m. to noon: 
Aug. 11: "Book review," Dr. Penny Stein 

Aug. 18: "Russian Animation," Steven Subotnick and Amy 
Kravitz 

Correction 
In our June 24 issue, columnist 
Yehuda Lev incorrectly attrib
uted the quotation: "There is 
no publication in the country 
that is pro-Israel# to Andrea 
Levin, the national president of 
CAMERA. We regret the error. 

Send us your 
calendar listings 

with the Native stutt I 

Send u : your alen
dar listings - include 
time, date, location 
and telephone number. 
Notices must be 
received 2 weeks prior 
to publication date. 
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Community 
Of monkeys and Maimonides 

Take a walk on 'Torah' side with 'Zoo Rabbi' 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE Most 
rabbis feel comfortable working 
from the pulpit; Rabbi Nasson 
Slifkin is just as at ease in a snake 
pit, aviary or even a lion's den. He 
has made a career, of sorts, teach
ing how the beauty of nature, · 
Judaism and its creator can be 
witnessed through the great vari
ety of creatures on this planet. 

An increasingly popular 
figure in world Judaism, the 29-
year-old Slifkin, known as the 
"Zoo Rabbi," will be coming to 
Congregation Beth Sholom Aug. 
21 to 22. The trip culminates in 
a visit to the Roger Williams 
Park Zoo for a closer study of 
animals from the bible and what 
the Torah teaches about con
servationism, man's place in the 
animal kingdom and millennia
old laws about humane treatment 
of animals. 

Contemplating nature is a 
mitzvah, he writes, and the laws 
of nature "are the greatest expres
sions of [God's) wisdom." 

Slifkin was born in England, 
and studied in Yeshiva Shaarei 
Torah in Manchester, as well as 
Yeshiva Midrash Shmuel and the 
Mir Yeshivah in Israel, where he 
now resides. He has also studied 
zoology and geology. 

Conceived at the Jerusalem 
Biblical Zoo, Slifkin's zoo tours 
have traveled to America where 
they have become popular attrac
tions in New York, Detroit and 
Los Angeles. In his travels, he's 
been knocked over by a seven
foot alligator, ridden a giant 
turtle and been kissed by a sea 
lion. Along the way, he's made 
the evening news and snagged 
a headline or two from the New 
York Times, who called him "a 
young up-and-comer in the sober 
world ofJewish scholarship." 

His zoo tours were origi
nally intended as kiruv (outreach) 
projects to teach people about 
Judaism, but they have evolved 
into tours for children or adults, 
Reform, Orthodox or anywhere 
in between. Since the Zoo Torah 
program's inception, Slifkin has 
written numerous books that 
address the issues of biology and 
wildlife in Jewish texts. 

The program and books have 
been met with some controversy, 
primarilywithin the ultra-Ortho
dox community in Israel. There 
are conflicts between the teach
ings of the Torah and modern 
scientific knowledge, especially 
regarding evolution. 

Slifkin's teachings, however, 
find common ground between the 
Torah and the zoology textbook. 
The zoo program consists of four 
parts: inspiration, education, 

(and the effects on Jewish out
reach efforts are disastrous)." 

The ban was not widely pub
licized and was only supported 
by a small number of rabbis in a 
few ultra-religious communities1 

which claimed, "In short, these 
books cannot be brought into 
the home of one who believes in 
Hashem (God) and His Torah." 

Slifkin defended his writ
ings, saying that he is not the first 
to claim that a literal chronology 
of events cannot be obtained from 
the Torah (he calls on the great 
sages Maimonides, or Rambam, 
and Rashi as other proponents of 
these ideas). 

In the manner of how most 
bans work, Slifkin's books 
quickly sold out and he became 
a frequent lecturer in the Ortho
dox Jewish world. 

RABBI NOSSON SUFKIN with a harbor seal. A lecturer at Yeshiva Ohr 
Somayach in Jerusalem, Slifkin 
is working on his next major 
work - an encyclopedia of ani
mals in the Torah - and hopes 
to be done in 10 years or so. He 
and his family live in Ramat Beit 
Shemesh. 

identification, and interaction. In 
these categories, Slifkin teaches 
about conservation, kashrut and 
vegetarianism, the identification 
of creatures mentioned in the 
Torah, lessons humans can learn 
from animals, and the beauty of 
nature. 1n his children's pro
gram, he also addresses the sub
jects of evolution and the age of 
the universe. 

Recent books 
His two most recent books 

are 1he Camel, the Hare, & the 
Hyrax - which takes a close 
looks at kosher animals and their 
anatomy, and Mysterious Crea
tures, which looks at seemingly 
"mythical" creatures mentioned 

in the oral traditions of Judaism, 
such as unicorns and dragons, 
and tries to find the basis behind 
their inclusions. 

Controversy 
Slifkin's work on evolution 

and the age of the earth, which 
has no precedent in recent years 
of Jewish scholarly writing, was 
banned by 23 ultra-Orthodox 
Haredi rabbis who called it "com
plete heresy." Slifkin, who him
self is also Haredi, was accused 
of straying from Jewish teach
ings and disrespecting venerated 
sages in his book 1he Science of 
Torah. (Good luck finding a copy 
- it's no longer in print and $200 
copies have vanished from ebay. 

Spectacular Waterfront For Rent 
Riverside-Spectacular waterfront, partially furnished, 2 beds, 
11/2 baths, Jenn Air appliances, cathedrals, dining, family 
room, skylights, central air and vac, spiral staircase, fireplace, 
intercom, alarm, sunroom, bar, pool table, laundry, office, 3 
decks overlooking gorgeous views of bay, brick, patio, cabana, 
gazebo, stone walkways, landscaped yard, and boat mooring. 
$1,900 per month, utilities not included. 401 -954-7411 

Plans are in the works to release 
it from a different publisher in 
the near future). 

Part of the controversy 
revolves around the age of the 
earth, which many scientists 
believe to be between five and 15 
billion years old, but which a lit
eral reading of the Torah gives as 
5765 years. In 1he Science ofTorah 
Slifkin deftly inspects carbon 
dating, tree rings, ice strata in 
the polar regions and fossils and 
other major scientific discoveries 
and concludes that "The scientific 
evidence of an old universe is ... 
so vast and overwhelming that it 
is rather unwise to wave it away 

For more information about 
his visit, call Congregation Beth 
Sholom at 621-9393 or email 
bethsholoml@yahoo.com. For 
more information about Slifkin, 
visit www.zootorah.com. Beth 
Sholom is at 275 Camp St., Prov
idence. 

Miriam Klein, intern at the 
Jewish Voice & H erald, contributed 
to this report. 

TO TAME ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE PROBLEMS. 

CALL ROY FIN KELMAN, PRESIDENT AT 401-274-0303 X14. 

THE EGIS GROUP 
81 S. Angell Street, Providence, RJ 02906 

www.egisgroup.com 
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Opinion 

S o we're finally exiting Gaza and 
about time, too. I'll leave it to our 
own observer at the scene, Alison 
Golub, to describe what is hap-

pening today. This department, which 
specializes in the history of missed 
opportunities, will enlighten you not on 

Yehuda 
Lev 

the ending of the story 
but on its beginning, 
57 very long years ago. 

In 1948 Gaza was 
a city, not a Strip. By 
year's end the Israeli 
army had cleared most 
of the Negev of the 
Egyptian army and had 
even conducted forays 
into the Sinai Desert. 
Gaza represented the 

northernmost penetration of the i nva
sion, a two hour drive to Tel Aviv and 
a half hour in the opposite direction to 
Rafah, on the Israeli-Egyptian border. 
The narrow stretch of seacoast from 
Rafah to Gaza, which remained under 
Egyptian control, formed what is today 
the Gaza Strip. 

It was not intended to be. Israel's 
military maps showed Gaza as a possible 
jumping off point for further Egyptian 
advances and it was decided to drive them 
out. How this was to be done seemed 
obvious enough - capture Rafah at the 
base of the Strip and Gaza would drop 
into our laps. Instead it dropped on our 
heads. 

U.S. AMBASSADOR DAN 
KURTZER HAS ~INISHED 
HIS 4-YEAR TOUR 0~ 
DUTY IN ISRAEL./ 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

The roots of Gaza 
Your reporter was, at the time, a 

lowly grunt in the Brigade of the Negev 
and was looking forward to being dis
charged and enjoying the fruits of vic
tory in any part of Israel devoid of sand 
and flies. That, too, was not to be because 
one even ing we received orders to take 

say the same. Instead they were stuck 
with the Gaza Strip, large numbers 
of Palestinian refugees and the PLO, 
which began in the refugee camps in 
1964 and has bedeviled us all ever since. 
Egypt sealed off the Strip, keeping the 
refugees from making their homes in 

c.<>o¢,v-:,(,<)()Q,;'-OO<)Q,''.-(.<>0<>>::<,000,>·c,ooo.; =<-00<>:··-(.<>0<>· :<,QQ,>:·<<,oo.) -C-000 :,Q()O,; :<,00,):-<,0Q,,),: :-00<>> :,(.,0,(>.>:·:<-000.; :~ 

In 1948 Gaza was a city, not a Strip. By year's end 
the Israeli army had cleared most of the Negev 
of the Egyptian army and had even conducted 
forays into the Sinai Desert. 

Rafah while other Israeli brigades closed 
in on Gaza. 

Unfortunately the Egyptians must 
have been studying the same maps 
because they came to the identical con
clusions, put up a spirited defense of 
Gaza and sent the bulk of their forces 
to protect Rafah and finish us off in 
the process. They succeeded in the first 
of these goals and very nearly in the 
second, sending many of us to military 
cemeteries or hospitals including, in my 
case, some months in a Tel Aviv hospital. 
To this day your observer owes to Egyp
tian gunners an aversion to war movies, 
fireworks and sudden, loud noises, and 
has made a point of never returning to 
Rafah. 

The Egyptians would have liked to 

an already overpopulated country and 
trying unsuccessfully to palm the place 
off on whoever would take it. Neither 
the U.N. nor Israel were interested 
until 1956 when we occupied the Strip 
during the Sinai War. The Americans, 
under Eisenhower, forced Israel's evacu
ation in 1957 (to its great relief), and the 
Egyptians returned until 1967 when the 
Six-Day War resulted in the occupation 
which is about to terminate. 

In some ways the Strip served Israel 
well. Like the West Bank, it was a 
source of cheap labor and a market for 
Israeli goods that did not sell elsewhere. 
For most of that time it was peaceful. 
The UN and some non-governmental 
agencies took responsibility for many of 

Dry &c» .. es 
BEING AN OBSERVANT 
!EW, HE ~ACED A L.OT 
0~ PRESSURE IN THE 

JEWISH STATE. 

NOW WE'L.L. 
EXPECT HIM TO 
MAl<E ALIYAH.' 

GAZANS TO HAVE A 
ROAD ACROSS ISRAEL. 

August 5, 2005 

the physical and economic needs of the 
refugees. Israelis, other than those who 
participated in or supported the settler 
movement, spent little time thinking 
of or worrying about the Palestinians. 
It was, in the favorite description of the 
government's press officers, a "benign" 
occupation. 

The appearance was deceptive. A 
third generation of Palestinians grew up 
who didn't experience the trauma of1948 
and who increasingly resented the occu
piers. Finally, in December, 1987, after 
a stone throwing incident in Gaza, the 
first intifada erupted, led by teenagers. It 
spread rapidly to the West Bank and was 
confined, in general, to the throwing of 
stones. A series of failed negotiations 
and the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 
led to the second and far more serious 
outbreak of violence culminating in the 
scheduled disengagement. 

Now it comes to an end. Or does it? 
Israel's departure is not likely to restrain 
the fanatics on either side of the line. If 
they succeed we may see Israelis once 
again trying to take Rafah but this time 
they will have to do it without my help. 
It will certainly be a noisy affair and my 
doctor recommends a quiet environment 
for his patients. 

Yehuda Lev, a regular columnist, is 
a retired journalist who has worked in 
Europe, Israel and the United States. He 
lives in Providence. 

TO CONNECT THEM 
WITH THE WEST SANK 

~ 
~>-
~ 
~ 

TO CONNECT THEM 
WITH THE CANADIANS? 

www.drybonesproject.com 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

www.drvbonesproject.com 

Letters to the editor must be signed and include city of residence 
and telephone number. Letters should be limited to 250 words, 
and Viewpoint pieces to 700 words. Submissions may be edited for 
length. Send submissions to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, RI 02906, or E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org 
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By Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer 
I thank G-d my family and I, 10 in all, 

have had the opportunity to make our first visit 
to the Holy Land oflsrael this summer. Many 
in the community have asked if we would share 
our thoughts and feelings concerning our visit. 

During our time there we made a point of 
seeing our holy sites and we prayed for the wel
fare of our community and the entire world. 

On our first Friday evening in Jerusalem, 
we walked toward the Kotel for Shabbat ser
vices. Moving down Jaffa Road, we saw an Arab 
boy, perhaps eight years old, sitting on a chair. 
One of my children said to me, "Tatty. Did you 

, see that Arab boy spit at us?" I wondered, here 
in Israel, in Jerusalem, have we received a true 
Arab welcome? I could imagine what this boy 
will be like at 15, G-d forbid. 

A few days later we visited Kever Rachel, 
the tomb of our matriarch, Rachel, in Bethle
hem. Ten minutes outside Jerusalem our bus 
was stopped by Israeli soldiers and we waited 
for 15 minutes. I asked the driver if this was 
routine and he said yes, we had to receive clear
ance from the military to proceed. Within a few 
minutes an Israeli soldier boarded the bus for 
the final five-minute drive to the tomb. 

Once there, the bus entered what appeared 
to be a fortress. Tall stone walls enclosed us on 
both sides. Before we were allowed to debark, 
another soldier stood by the door with his rifle 
pointed over our heads, guarding us from pos
sible unseen enemies. I wondered that, here, a 
few minutes from Jerusalem, Arabs walk with
out fear but we can only visit Mother Rachel's 
tomb with an armed escort. Is this what is called 
peace? 

The scene was repeated in Hevron at the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs. Again I asked myself, 
why is this so? Where is the Israeli government? 
Where is our strength, our pride as Jews? Why 
can't Jews settle in these holy places? 

The answer to my question became clear 
when we visited the Jewish community of Gush 
Katif in the Gaza Strip, the part oflsrael where 
our Father Yitzhak lived and was blessed both 
materially and spiritually. There we saw Jews of 
va_rious backgrounds - men, women and chil
dren, as well as converts to Judaism - whose 
strong faith in G-d and love for the Jewish 
people and the Holy Land brought them here. 

This is the land given to us by G-d in the 
Torah. 

Gush Katif contains some of the most fer
tile farmland in Israel. Its residents export pro
duce worth Sl00,000,000 every year to Europe 
and the United States. Large amounts of its 
produce are given throughout Israel to the poor 
and needy. I believe that the reason why these 
29 towns and villages prosper is because they 
have built more than 100 synagogues, schools, 
community centers and organizations of kind
ness and goodness. Its people live in friendship, 
unafraid of the terrorist threat, experienc-

VIEWPOINT 

On G-d and Gaza 
ing miracles on a daily basis. Six thousand 
~ssem missiles and mortars have fallen on 
Jewish communities in Gaza and almost all 
have failed to hit their targets. Such a unity 
of spirit is inspiring to behold. 

Ariel Sharon wants to destroy this 
Jewish life, demolish Jewish places of wor
ship, where G-d's presence rests among His 
people and their homes. No nation in the 
world would dare destroy their places of wor
ship with their own hands, rip women and 
children from their homes and schools and 
uproot the graves of those who died at the 
hands of terrorists. 

The core of the issue is the protection 
and saving of lives throughout Israel. There 
is no consideration that supercedes the pres
ervation of life. A Jew is required to save a 
Jewish life even if it requires transgressing 
the laws of Shabbat. 

How can anyone bring our sworn ene
mies closer to us, thereby endangering our 
Jewish brethren? How can we give away the 
high areas of Shomron and the protective 
buffer of Gaza when they are our first line of 
defense against enemy attack? Major assess
ments by military experts in America have 
concluded that Israel needs to hold on to the 
Gaza Strip and the high lands in Yehuda, 
Shomron and Golan for the safety of its pop
ulation. Terrorist strongholds are less than 10 
miles from the population center oflsrael. 

In addition, the PLO constitution still 
contains the clause announcing its intention 
of destroying Israel. The Israeli government 
is not willing to understand that our first pri
ority must be to rid ourselves of the terrorists 
and protect our people. Instead our message 
to the terrorists is that terror pays and terror 
wins. 

When Jewish soldiers are ordered to 
destroy Jewish places of worship and beat 
their fellow Jews and destroy their homes, 
our enemies are emboldened and our soldiers 
demoralized. They lose the purpose of their 
mission, which is to build the land of Israel 
and protect the Jewish people. 

A young mother in Gush Katif summa
rized the situation for us: When we are not 
connected to our roots, to the sanctity of our 
Torah, to the sanctity of life and the sanc
tity of G-d's gift to us, the land oflsrael, we 
are weakened and unable to stand strong and 
proud before the nations of the world. 

To answer the question: How was Israel? 
W e love Israel and we love its people. We 
were awed by the beauty of the country. Our 
spirits soared at the holy sites. But we were 
left with a deep concern for the security of 
our people and the lack of reverence for G-d's 
Holy Land as a result of the apparent will
ingness of some of its leaders to give it away. 
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R abbi Yehoshua Lauftr is the director of the 
Chabad House in Providence. RABBI YEHOSHUA LAUFER inside Gaza synagogue that will be destroyed. 

Letter to the Editor 

Keep wearing your orange bracelet, Alison 
The arguments set forth by your professor 

friend (Voice & Herald, July 22) are full of holes. 
They are the same arguments we've heard for the 
last 25 years, falsehoods set forth by the Israeli 
leftists, who hate the religious community for its 
true commitment to the land oflsrael. 

As far as apartheid is concerned, who is 
shooting rockets at whom, in order to create 
a judenfrie Gaza? Who murdered a whole 
community in Hebron? Who destroyed the 
kibbutzim in Gush Etzion? Who is deter
mined to see all of Israel, for that matter, all 

Arab? How many hundreds of thou
sands of Jewish refugees were driven 
from Arab countries with all their 
possessions confiscated? 

And we are being accused of 

having an apartheid policy! Stay 
the course, Alison. 

Ben Taube 
Pawtucket 
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Federation 

Honor Roll Corrections 
The following corrections are made to the JFRI 2005 

Community Campaign Honor Roll: 

$1,000 · $1,799 
In Loving Memory of Michael Shepard: 
Ellen & Barry Shepard 
Sara & Robert Leach 

$500 · $999 
Ivy & William Kolb 

Additional Gifts 

We apologize for any inconvenience. 
Be sure to look for our next Honor Roll coming out in 

November, listing donors to the 2006 Community Campaign. 
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Rebekah Raz and Meredith Einsohn Photo by Jonathan Rubin Offering the Best 
Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 
Comings and goings at Federation ... 

SWAN 
t-c..)~ 

& a Full Selection of 
Kosher Wines 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING ••• 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island CTFRI) bade fare
well to three of its professionals, 
while welcoming a new member 
as well. Rebekah Raz (above 
left), director of the Community 
Relations Council for the past 
four years, left in July to be closer 
to her family in Baltimore and to 
take a position as the Director of 
the Community Campaign at the 

Here's the Little Known Secret to 
Creating a Beautiful Backyard 

By Bob Langille 

Do you genuinely long for a beautiful backyard? A backyard that's a showplace? One 
that all your neighbors will envy? A yard where your fumily and friends are awestruck every 
time they visit? If that's you, then let me tell you about a little known concept that can make you 
the talk of the whole neighborhood. It's called a "pond." 

If you've ev~ seen a pond before, please don't presume that you know what I'm talking 
about. I'm not talking about one of those pea-green soup cesspools that take you hours to 
maintain everyday. No, I'm talking about a sparkling, clear freshwater pond with fish, turtles, 
blooming flowers and a magnificent waterfall. These ponds are alive, overflowing with life, and 
they take very little time to maintain. You don't even have to feed the fish! But you'll love 
doing so. 

Don't be surprised if you shut of the TV and start spending time around the pond. You 
will be spending hours outside sitting and talking to each other (imagine that) and enjoying your 
pond. So you've been warned! Your friends and fiunily members will want to spend time around 
you pond, too! 

One of the best parts is that a pond can increase the value of your home by thousands of 
dollars. Io others words, installing a pond is a good, sound investment in your home. A July 
2002 USA Today poll ranked water reatures very high among enhancements Americans would 
choose to improve their property. 

No room for a pond and waterfall, how about a "pondless" waterfall. You will receive 
same beauty and sound of a waterfall without the space necessary for a pond. 

To learn how you can receive a FREE Video "Create a Paradise" 
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make your home a paradise tomorrow! 

Associated, Baltimore's Jewish 
Federation. 

Meredith Einsohn (above 
right) is the new director of the 
Women's Alliance at the JFRI. 

She recently graduated from 
the University of Michigan with 
a master's degree in social work 
and a certificate in Jewish Com
munal Leadership. Her recent 
work experience includes being a 
researcher on disabilities for the 
Myers-JDC Brookdale Institute 

in Israel, the program director 
for Congregation Shearith Israel 
in D allas, Texas and assistant to 
the chief executive officer of the 
Jewish Federation of Metropoli
tan D etroit. 

Also departing the Fed
eration were Sheila Alexander, 
director of strategic planning, 
who was the main staff person for 
the Partnership, and Sara Masri, 
director of allocations and plan
ning, who is now head of market
ing for Jewish Family Service. 

Brier & Brier 
One Richmond Square 
Providence • Rhode Island • 02906 
401-751-2990 

j 



August 5, 2005 

Community 
Norman Tilles, passionate 
community leader, dies at 84 
By Jonathan Rubin 

Norman Tilles never forgot 
the stories he heard as a boy of 
his father's narrow escape from 
the bitter conditions of the Jewish 
Pale of Settlement in Lithuania, 
and his voyage, alone, to America 
in 1904. 

These tales left a lasting 
impression on him, and Tilles 
dedicated his life to bringing 
others from peril to safety, and 
improving their station in life, 
wherever they lived. As his friend 
Milton Stanzler said, "Norman 
lived and breathed to help 
people." 

The Providence businessman, 
who died July 19, was a leader in 
a great many Jewish and non
Jewish organizations; he worked 
tirelessly until his health declined 
a few years ago. At his funeral 
held last Friday at Temple Beth
El, Rabbi Leslie Gutterman said, 
"Norman is a man who should be 
described in verbs." 

The more Tilles traveled the 
globe, the more he was able to 
meet local peoples and under
stand their difficulties. In the 
faces of Jewish mothers and 
fathers in Russia, Turkey, Sara
jevo or Uzbekistan, he recog
nized himself. "This could have 
been me if I was born here," he 
told a friend once. 

"Many people in the Ameri
can Jewish community fail to 
realize that we are the luckiest 
Jewish community that has ever 
lived," he said in 1998. He felt 
that anyone who was born lucky 
should share their gifts with 
others, and wished that he could 
"take every American to visit the 
Former Soviet Union." 

Tilles was always looking 
ahead; as early as the mid-1970s 
he advocated for an "energy inde
pendent" America and in the late 
'90s, he divined correctly that, 
"The issue of religious pluralism 
will exacerbate the trend for more 
Uewish community) funds to be 
allocated locally and less to go 
overseas," an issue which has been 
one of hot debate in Jewish com
munities around the country. 

In all of his capacities, he 
worked with people, and he 
worked as much for the individu
als he met as for the organizations 
that he led. As national president 
of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society (HIAS), he helped hun
dreds of thousands of Russian 
Jews find better lives in Israel and 
the United States. 

But he also worked on the 
micro-level, and labored to reduce 
red tape and introduce applicants 
to a more efficient citizenship 
process. 

"He was a serious person 

who didn't take himself seri
ously," said Jerome Teller, current 
chairman of HIAS. "He was a 
decent, caring human being who 
personally felt the mission of the 
agency, and stuck with it after he 
was chairman, and after he was 
ill. He just never gave up." 

Amir Shaviv, assistant 
executive vice president of the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee ODC), trav
eled often with Tilles in the early 
90's. He spoke about attending 
a tense meeting with Tilles and 
the Soviet Minister of Cults in 
Moscow in 1990. The JDC was 
hoping to secure some concession 
to import Matzos for Passover. 

Shaviv recalled: "In the 
red-bannered conference room 
I watched hopelessly the icy 
atmosphere and formal Soviet 
bureaucrats seating stiffly in their 
chairs. I exchanged a glance with 
Norman, whispering: "No hope 
here." He signaled to me to wait, 
and then began to talk about his 
military service in "The Great 
Patriotic War," {as the Soviets 
call World War II.) and his com
radely feelings towards the Red 
Army soldiers who fought the 
Nazis. The ambience in the room 
warmed up at once, the Soviet 
minister and his team smiled and 
reminisced. And, yes, JDC did 
get its request granted." 

Tilles was president of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island from 1987 to 1990. He 

helped Jews escape persecution 
to gain citizenship in Israel {one 
of his great loves) and the United 
States, and worked with Jewish 
Family Service in finding homes 
and job for Russian immigrants 
who came to Rhode Island. 

Steven Rakkit, who served as 
director of the Jewish Federation 
of R.I. during Tilles' presidency, 
said he remembered how Tilles 
would carry his father's Rus
sian passport whenever he spoke 
about helping Jews overseas. 

"The Jewish community has 
lost a dedicated and passionate 
leader," he said. 

Tilles worked to build bridges 
between communities, and served 
on the Black/Jewish Alliance, 
The Rhode Island Select Com
mittee on Race, and was chair 0£ 
the Community Relations Coun
cil (CRC) of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island. 

"He was an incredible man 
who had a wealth of information 
to share and educate others," said 
Maxine Richman, who served 
with Tilles on the CRC. 

"He was a wonderful and 
devoted friend," said Anne 
Berkelhammer Krause, who has 
known Tilles for 58 years. "It's 
fitting that no fewer than three 
funds - one at the Federation, 
one at HIAS and one at Trinity 
- were created in his honor." 

See obituary on page 24. 
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News Briefs .., 

Preserving wealth 
is as important as 
generat ing it. 

Suicide threats 
GAZA: A group of set

tler youths reportedly is con
sidering mass suicide to protest 
the upcoming Gaza Strip 
withdrawal. Ha'aretz reported 
W ednesday that between 10 
and 12 youths from Gaza settle
ments, all of them surfers, have 
discussed drowning themselves 
at sea after the evacuations begin 
later this month. The report drew 
comparisons to the Roman-era 
mass-suicide of Jews in Masada 
and sparked uproar among Israeli 
officials. "The implementation 
of the disengagement plan has 
nothing in common with the 
story of M asada, so suicide as a 
tool of resistance should not be 
part of the protest arsenal," said 
Ehud Yatom, a Likud Party law
maker. "I call on the rabbis of 
the Yesha settler council to come 
out against such threats, and to 
choose the life of the nation over 
the premature death of youth." A 
Yesha official said the Ha'aretz 
report was being investigated. 

You worked hard to achieve your financial success. 
Now let Washington Trust's team of wealth management 
professionals help you preserve your assets and secure your 
family's future with knowledgeable investment. financial 
planning, trustee, and executor services. To arrange an 
appointment at any of our offices or your home or business, 
call 401-348-1308 or 800-582-1076. 

••• OTA) 

• • 
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Bush appoints Bolton 
toU.N. 

Good things start here: 
WASHINGTON: National 

Jewish organizations are of two 
minds over the appointment 
of John Bolton as the Ameri-

Ca:j~C::.~.,BU(}(lre/ 
Mary Underwood, 

Area Director of Alzheimers Services, Benchmark Assisted Living 

Wv-n:Y !flld y 
C«yl,j)er Stru.r 

;I; Lack of 
Concentration 

;I; Health Problems 

;I; Social W ithdrawal 

;jr, Exhaustion 

e Anger, Anxiety 

e Increase in 
Behaviors such as 
smoking, drin king 
and eating 

;jr, Aggressive Behaviors 

I I :30 am Lunch @ 12:00 pm Discussion 

The Village at Elmhurst I The Village at Hillsgrove 

Thursday, August I I th Tuesday, August 16th 
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can ambassador to the United 
Nations. President Bush gave him 
a recess appointment when the 
Senate failed to bring his nomi
nation to the floor before it began 
its summer vacation. Bolton has 
been an advocate for Israel during 
his diplomatic career and is cred
ited with the 1991 repeal of the 
infamous "Zionism is Racism" 
UN resolution of 1975. The 
White H ouse had urged Jewish 
organizations to back Bolton 
who was criticized for some past 
statements and work style but few 
were willing to advocate on his 
behalf. OTA) 

Israelis linked 
to bombing 

A Jewish Israeli is suspected 
of complicity in last month's 
Netanya suicide bombing. The 
Shin Bet security service revealed 
Tuesday that two Israeli Arabs 
also were arrested on suspicion 
of smuggling the Islamic Jihad 
terrorist from the West Bank on 
July 12. Five Israelis were killed 
in the attack. Kfir Levy sa id he 
did not know he was transporting 
a bomber, and may have thought 
the man was an illegal worker, 
but he and the two Israeli Arabs 
are to be charged with man
slaughter. A Palestinian, believed 
to be the terrorist's handler, also 
was arrested. OTA) 

Bopped at bat 
CHICAGO : There are a 

dozen or so Jewish baseball major 
leaguers at the moment, depend
ing whether Kevin Youkilis is 
playing for Boston or Pawtucket, 
but one newcomer to the ranks 
is not likely to forget his first 
appearance in the majors. Adam 
Greenberg spent three years 
in the minors before Chicago 
called him up last month. In his 
time at bat the first pitch hit him 
squarely on the head. Helped off 
the field, Greenberg expects to be 
back after two weeks on the dis
abled list. (7he Connecticut Jewish 
L edger) 

Shalom, RichardJones 
WASHINGTON: Israel is 

to have a new American ambas
sador to succeed Daniel Kurtzer, 
who has represented Washing
ton in Tel Aviv for four years. 
The new appointee is Richard 
Jones, who has held equivalent 
positions in Kuwait and Leba
non and, most recently, was the 
senior advisor on Iraq at the State 
Department. This is the fi rst 
time Jones has been involved in 
American-Israeli relations. (7he 
Forward) 

Rabbi M adonna? 
LOS ANGELES: Accord

. ing to In Touch Weekly, a celebrity 
gossip magazine, Madonna is 
going to undergo a midlife career 
change in 2008 to mark her 50th 
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birthday. Her new choice? Rabbi. 
The magazine claims that she 
wants to spread the word about 
kabbalah because, "The older she 
gets, the more spiritual she is. She 
feels her life hasn't enough mean
ing, so she's decided to pursue 
this." From the major rabbinical 
associations, no comment. (The 
Jerusalem R eport) 

Report: 
Allies didn't under
stand German codes 

The Allies failed to under
stand coded Nazi messages 
regarding the Holocaust, a U.S . 
government report suggests. The 
report, "Eavesdropping in Hell," 
said Britain intercepted messages 
beginning in 1941 that could 
have confirmed the scope of the 
Holocaust, 1he New York Times 
reported. But the report said that 
the Allies could have done little 
with the information to save 
some of the 6 million Jews killed 
in the Holocaust. OTA) 

Groups fights for 
settlers' rights 

JERUSALEM: The Asso
ciation for Civil Rights in 
Israel, best known for its defense 
of minorities in Israel such as 
Arabs, gays, non-Orthodox 
Jewish groups, Russian Chris
tians and others, has taken up a 
new cause: the embattled settlers 
in Gaza and their allies. Charg
ing the government with police 
brutality, restrictions on free
dom of speech and movement, 
and harsh state prosecution, an 
ACRI spokesperson said that the 
settlers "have fallen out of favor 
with the government and, like 
anyone else, they deserve our 
advocacy when their rights are 
being violated." (7he Forward) 

Reform website: 
askjudgeroberts.com 

WASHINGTON: The 
Reform movement has launched 
a Web site to solicit questions 
for U.S. senators to ask Supreme 
Court nominee John Roberts. 
The Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism launched 
www.askjudgeroberts.com last 
Wednesday, calling it an oppor
tunity for Reform Jews to submit 
questions that may be forwarded 
to members of the Senate Judi
ciary Committee, who will vet 
the candidate. "America is at 
her best when each individual 
is enfranchised and heard, an 
ideal that our 'Ask Judge Rob
erts, initiative embodies," said 
Rabbi David Saperstein, RAC's 
director. "While it is the Senate's 
responsibility to examine whether 
a nominee is worthy of a seat on 
our nation's highest court, it is 
the American people's right and 
responsibility to help fra me the 
debate."OTA) 
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Nation 
Observant Jews pray time change won't harm morning worship 
ByAviMayer 

SILVER SPRING, Md., 
QTA) - It's 6:45 a.m. and 
the carpeted study room of the 
Kemp Mill Synagogue in subur
ban Washington is already abuzz 
with the clicking of tefillin and 
the murmur of worship. 

Twenty men and women 
stand as the prayer leader recites 
the opening blessings of Shacha
rit, the morning prayer, leading 
the Silver Spring, Md., congre
gation in the thrice-daily ritual 
that is an integral part of the lives 
of observant Jews. 

But some worry that year
round communal prayer may 
soon become impossible for many 
Jewish professionals. 

By March 2007, the 40-
minute commute that many of 
the Kemp Mill supplicants take 
to get to their jobs in W ashington 
may present them with a Hob
son's choice: morning services or 
getting to work on time. 

On July 21, Congress 
approved an amendment to the 
Energy Policy Act that will 
extend daylight-savings time 
by four weeks starting in spring 
2007 - three in March and one 
in November. The amendment, 
introduced by Reps. E dward 
Markey (D-Mass.) and Fred 
Upton (R-Mich.) in April, origi
nally called for a two-month 
extension, but was scaled back 
due to heavy opposition. 

"The beauty of daylight 
saving time is that it j ust makes 
everyone feel sunnier," Markey 
said in explaining his support 
for the measure. "In addition 
to the benefits of energy saving, 
less crime, fewer traffic fatali
ties, more recreation time and 
increased economic activity, day 
light saving just brings a smile to 
everybody's faces." 

Jewish groups aren't smiling. 

O n July 19, the United Syna
gogue of Conservative Judaism 
urged members of Congress to 
oppose the provision. 

"The proposed change in 

daylight-savings time from April 
through October to March 
through November would 
result in a later sun
rise that will produce 
an undue hardship 
on religious Jews," 
wrote the USCJ's 
public policy direc
tor, Mark Wald
man. "Our prayers 
that cannot occur 
until after sunrise 
last about 30-40 
minutes. The later 
sunrise will place a 
hardship on observant 
Jews who are required to 
recite their morning prayers 
and then must commute to the 
workplace by 9 a.m." 

Waldman also cited child 
safety concerns in opposing the 
measure. 

"The extension of daylight
savings time will force chil
dren to walk to school in pitch 
black streets during the time of 
year when inclement weather is 
more likely," he wrote. "The last 
time daylight-savings time was 
extended, in the early 1970s, 
there were numerous reports 
of children being injured in the 
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members to write to their elected 
officials and emphasize that, 

although they support measures 
aimed at freeing the United 

States from its dependence 
on foreign oil and creating 

a cleaner and healthier 
environment, this was 
not the way to achieve 
those goals. "Each of 
us will support efforts 
to lessen our depen
dence on foreign oil, 
just not this one," it 
said. 

The United States 
Conference of Bishops 

joined parents' groups 
opposed to the bill because 

of the dangers it poses to 

all opposed the amendment. 

The extension comes to a 
head with over two millennia of 
Jewish tradition. 

Jewish prayer times corre
spond to the daily Tamid sacri
fices that were offered in the First 
and Second Temples between 950 
BCE and 70 CE. 

children. The Air Transport 
Association said that scheduling 

streets as they walked to school disruptions caused by the pro
in the dark. It is not unreasonable posed changes could cost U.S. 
to think that this will happen airlines $147 million annually 
again." and wreak havoc on American 

However, though the morn
ing Tamid was offered at dawn, 
the Talmud, citing a verse in 
Psalms, asserts that the morn
ing prayer should only be recited 
from sunrise and on. Rabbinic 
tradition maintains that a prayer 
quorum - or minyan - of 10 
individuals is required for some 
parts of the service, including 
the prayer leader's repetition and 
the Kaddish prayer recited by 
mourners. 

Rabbi Zev Leff of Moshav 
Matityahu, Israel, explains that, 
while a sunrise prayer time is 
indeed ideal, i!} "times of need," 
an individual is allowed to recite 
the principal part of the service 
as early as dawn, which occurs 72 
minutes prior to sunrise. 

The following day, the travelers. 
O rthodox Union's Institute for Citing various reasons, pri
Public Affairs called on its mem- vate utilities, groups representing 
bers to oppose the proposal. such computing giants as Oracle 
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As zero hour nears, Israeli forces fear worst-case scenarios 
TEL AVIV, Aug. 2 OTA) 

- The column of armored 
sport-utility vehicles waited, 
engines humming, as a phalanx 
of bodyguards ushered Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon into the 
third truck from the end. As the 
convoy cleared the main gate of 
the Israeli government head's 
residence, a set of decoy vehicles 
turned north, toward Jerusalem, 
while the remaining units pro
ceeded south toward the Negev, 
where Sharon planned to tour 
absorption sites being built for 
hundreds oflsraeli families soon 
to be evacuated from their Gaza 
Strip homes. 

For Sharon, the site inspec
tions this spring were a welcome 
excursion beyond his Jerusalem 
office compound or his Negev 
ranch. But for officers charged 
with protective security, the 
outing rivaled an elite combat 

operation. Hours earlier, crack 
teams descended on each of the six 
kibbutzim and farming villages 
on the morning's itinerary, creat
ing "sterile" zones for Sharon to 
meet with pre-screened residents 
and local leaders. At each stop, 
a bridgehead of agents cleared 
the way for the advancing prime 
minister while, 15,000 feet over
head, an unmanned reconnais
sance drone scanned the scene 
with high-powered optics. 

"We don't spare any effort, 
money and tools in order to pro
tect the prime minister from the 
growing threat," Avi Dichter, the 
recently retired director oflsrael's 
Shin Bet security service, told 
JTA. Dichter was talking less 
about Palestinian terrorists seek
ing to harm Sharon than about 
"Jewish ultra- extremists who are 
sure that one way to block the dis
engagement is by harming, if not 
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ISRAEU PRIME MINISTER Ariel Sharon, surrounded by his bodyguards, inspects temporary housing being 
built for settlers due to be evacuated from the Gaza Strip under his disengagement plan at the Nitzanim 
construction site in southern Israel. 

killing, the prime minister," he "The fact that we now are 
said, referring to the controver- dealing with internal threats def
sial plan to withdraw Israeli sol- initely compounds our security 
diers and settlers from the Gaza requirements," the former official 
Strip and northern West Bank said. Aides say Sharon is dis
that Sharon pushed through his turbed but not deterred by threats 

factor in determining his sched
ule," said Oded Ben-Ami, who 
served as Rabin's media adviser at 
the time. "He absolutely refused 
to listen to those warning of the 
so-called Jewish threat." 

government. from nationalistic elements he Ben-Ami recalls the time in 
As the planned mid-August once considered his most ardent early 1994 that Gillon sent Rabin 

pullout approaches, many fear supporters. an armored Cadillac to protect 

that protests against the ~------------ -------~ him against increas-
Sharon government could ingly rowdy anti-Oslo 
give way to acts of vio- Shin Bet has assessed demonstrators. 
Jenee. As ringleaders from • "He absolutely 
thefar rightvowtothwart a number of scenarios refused on principle. 
the withdrawal, security • • 1 No. 1, he didn't think 
offici~ls are increasingly 1nclud1ng the prospect of it would look good 
warnmg of the prospect J • h • "d b b for a prime minis-
ofJewish terrorism. a eWIS SUICI e om er. ter of the people to 

Accord_ing to Dich- "The tension here, the atmo- . be drivin~ around in 
ter, the Sh m Bet has assesse? a sphere here, seems like we're on the epitome of American luxury. 
number of scenarios, mcludmg h f . il » Sh And No. 2, which was probably . . . t e eve o a c1v war, aron . . . 
the prospect of a Jewish su1C1de noted in an interview earlier this more important for him, Rabm 
bomber. ear on NBC television. "All my reJected the notion that he could 

Y become a target for domestic 
life I foughno defend Jews. Now, violence" Ben-Ami said. Even 

"We're not ruling out a 
Jewish suicide bomber who might 
use 'tamut nafshi pilishtim' as his 
rationale," Dichter said, referring 
to Samson's words in the Bible as 
he brought down the Philistine 
temple around himself, "Let me 
die with the Philistines." 

The Knesset Finance Com
mittee last month authorized 
a budgetary increase of nearly 
S90 million to cover extra costs 
associated with Sharon's personal 
protection, which a committee 
aide estimated at some S230 mil
lion a year. 

While many protective mea
sures were mandated by a com
mission of inquiry following 
the 1995 assassination of then 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
- and extended to a wider net 
of officials after Palestinian ter
rorists murdered Tourism Minis
ter Rechavam Ze'evi in October 
2001- one recently retired Shin 
Bet official said the security 
around Sharon was unprec
edented and was directly related 
to the Jewish terror threat. 

for the first time, I am taking steps ' . 
d £ d lff J " as the atmosphere grew mcreas-

to e_ en myse rom ews. ingly menacing, with politi-
Rabm cal opponents and rabbinical 

Little more than a decade authorities demanding Rabin's 
ago, Rabin used to walk the Tel removal for h is "traitorous" deal
Aviv streets to his Shabbat-morn- ings with the then Palestine 
ing tennis session. With his secu- Liberation Organization leader 
rity detail trained to keep watch Yasser Arafat, his 1995 slaying 
from a deferential distance, dog by a religious university student 
walkers and other early risers had stunned Israel and the world. 
no difficulty approaching Rabin On that fateful night in Novem
in h is tennis whites. ber 1995, Israelis lost not only a 

I n the heady but tumultu- leader but also their relatively 
ous period after the 1993 Oslo free access to those in positions 
accord, Rabin circulated rela- of power in the government. 
tively freely at public events, In retrospect, said Hezi Kalo, 
eager to glean firsthand feedback a former Shin Bet official, the 
from supporters as well as from incitement against Rabin pales 
increasingly strident detractors. in comparison with the invective 
H e brushed off repeated requests hurled at Sharon and supporters 
by Carmi Gillon, then the head of the withdrawal plan, such as 
of Shin Bet, to curtail his public "Sharon: Lily is waiting for you," 
appearances or limit those with a reference to the prime minister's 
whom he came in direct contact. recently deceased wife. "Today it's 
H e also refused to wear th~ bul- much uglier. We haven't learned 
letproof vest the Shm Bet pre- our lesson," Kalo said. "We've 
scribed. already seen how verbal violence 

"Internal security was not a can lead to murder." 
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BJE conference to focus 
on creative arts of teaching 

PROVIDENCE Dr. 
Ofra Arieli Backen roth, found
ing director of MeltonArts.com, 
will conduct workshops at the 
2005 Elaine and Sanford Kroll 
Educators Conference on Aug. 
30 and 31. All sessions will be 
held at the Bureau of Jewish 
Education (BJE), 130 Sessions 
St. She will be the first of many 
presenters this year dealing with 
the theme "The Creative Arts of 
Teaching." 

Since individuals perceive 
and process information in dif
ferent ways, it is incumbent on 
teachers to present various means 
oflearning. This year, the Bureau 
will explore the variety of means 
that the arts offers, beginning 
with movement and dance in the 
Kroll Conference and continuing 
later in the year with film, pho
tography, masterworks of art, sto
rytelling, puppetry, music, etc. 

Backenroth's first presen
tation will be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 30, from 2 to 4 p.m. This 
session is for early childhood 

educators. That evening, from 7 
to 9 p.m., her presentation will 
be especially for religious school 
teachers, though all are welcome. 
Participants in both sessions 
will explore how movement and 
dance might be used as one basis 
for teaching the content areas of 
the curriculum. Participants will 
be encouraged to use movement 
not on ly in their teach ing, but 
in their learning as well. They 
will experiment with dance and 
movement as a way of communi
cating ideas and as a method of 
interpreting Judaism. They will 
learn how to select appropriate 
teaching materials and create 
mini-lessons. 

On Wed., Aug. 31, the Prin
cipals Council will meet with 
Backenroth from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Her subject will be "Weav
ing the Arts into Jewish Educa
tion." This workshop describes 
how the arts can be used to 
achieve this goal and to contribute 
to students' knowledge of texts, 
spirituality, identity formation, 

and cultural literacy. Partici
pants will explore the application 
of neuroscience research and 
multiple intelligences theory to 
the Jewish curriculum, as well as 
examine cu rricular resources to 
share with teachers. D ay school 
educators will have their own, 
similar session that day from 1 to 
3 p.m. They also will learn how to 
select appropriate teaching mate
ri als and create mini-lessons. 

Backenroth received a 
master's of fine arts in dance 
education from Teachers Col
lege, Columbia University, and 
a doctorate in education from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
in New York. She has taught at 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 
The Jewish Theologica l Semi
nary, and H ebrew Union Col
lege. She is an assistant professor 
of Jewish education at Gratz Col
lege, Philadelphia. 

For more information about 
the conference, contact at 331-
0956 or bjeri@bjeri.org. 

Habitat help 

Jewish Seniors Agency appoints interim director 

TEMPLES EMANU-EL, AM DAVID, HABONIM, AND BETli-EL partic
ipated in a Habitat for Humanity building project in July. A second 
project will be held on Aug . 7. For anyone interested in volunteer
ing, email Herman deKoe at hermandekoe@habitatprov.org. 

Participating in the July work session building a retaining wall 
were Larry Singband, Victor Main, Rick Rubinstein, project super
visor; Ronald Florence, Jerry Tarnoff, and Alan Axelrod. Work
ing on ·other projects at the session were Barbara Wilmot, Zack 
Wilmot, Marie Feigen, Marty Feigen, Mariel Feigen, Coppelia 
Kahn, Michael Levin, Toby Marwil and Robert Pelcovits, supervi
sor. 

PROVIDENCE The 
Jewish Seniors Agency (JSA) has 
appointed Paul R. Barrette as 
interim executive director to fill 
the position vacated at the end 
of June by Susette Rabinowitz. 
Barrette brings over 30 years of 
experience in healthcare man
agement and strategic planning 
to the position. 

Most recently he served as 
administrator of1he Linn H ealth 
Care Center at United Methodist 
Elder Care in East Providence. 
Previous to that, his positions 
included group vice president of 
Qyorum Health Resources, a 
national healthcare management 

company, and president and CEO 
of Maine Coast Regional H ealth 
Facilities. 

During his career, he also 
held high level management 
positions at the Medical Center 
of Central Massachusetts, Hah
nemann H olden Health System 
and Holden Hospital in Massa
chusetts, and Huntington Hospi
tal in New York. H e is a licensed 
nursing home administrator in 
Massachusetts, R.I. and New 
York. 

"The JSA is pleased to have a 
person of Paul Barrette's caliber, 
with such depth and breadth of 
experience during this transition 
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period," said Richard Licht, JSA 
President. Barrette will oversee 
the operations of the JSA and 
its Phyllis Siperstein Tamarisk 
Assisted Living Residence in 
Warwick. 

Spend Every Day 
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Ulpan teachers react I 

to disengagement 
By Miriam Klein 

PROVIDENCE - Simcha 
Pe'er, an Israeli teacher in the 
Hebrew ulpan (conversational 
classes) held in July at the Bureau 
of Jewish Education, feels that is 
"unnatural and difficult" to ask 
people to leave their homes, espe
cially since the government had 
previously told I sraelis to settle in 
the Gaza Strip. In effect, the dis
engagement means the govern
ment is taking back its word, an 
unsettling event even for people 
who do not live in the Gaza area. 

On the other hand, she 
believes that if disengagement is 
the right move and would lead to 
quieter, nonviolent relations with 
the Palestinians, it is worth it. 
The problem is that no one knows 
if disengagement is truly the way 
to bring peace to the area. Pe'er 
has a son in the army who will 
be directly involved in bringing 
about the disengagement, and 
will have to take people from 

their homes if necessary. 
Israeli teacher Rachel Ziv 

believes that it is "a tragedy and a 
problem to take people from their 
homes of30 years." However, she 
notes that the militants are not 
working for peace, so Israel, its 
government, and its people must 
do anything they can to stop the 
violence in the country. 

Ziv hopes people without 
many connections to the Gaza 
Strip will realize that "this is · 
not a game;" that is, disengage
ment is not merely giving up 
land. H omes and farms will be 
abandoned, and even graveyards 
will be disinterred. She also 
hopes that this will be the final 
act of giving up land and living 
in a constant state of war. Ziv 
has three sons, two of whom are 
pilots in the IDF. 

Miriam Klein is a summer 
intern at the Jewish Voice & Herald. 
She will begin Brown University in 
September. 
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SIMCHA PE'ER, an Israeli teacher in the Hebrew 1pan ?Id in July for the past several years at the Bureau 

Israeli counselors on Gaza 
By Josh Korr if the Palestinians responded 

NORTH KINGSTON - with violence. When asked what 
Camp JORI is hosting six Israeli she she would say to someone 
counselors for the summer. Of who thought disengagement is a 
these individuals, Natalie Segev sign of weakness, she said, "Being 
from Jerusalem, Omer Barnav there is a sign of violence; we 
of Tel Aviv and Shanya Rimon can't rule each other so we need 
offered their opinions of the dis- to be separate. While it would be 
engagement in Israel. While they great if both sides could end the 
were unanimously in favor of the violence and agree to be peaceful, 
disengagement, it is important to everything is a process. It is very 
note that two Israeli counselors hard for an occupied people who 
who lived in the settlements were have a poor standard of living 
not present at camp that day. and lack of strong leadership to 

Segev, who is a tank instruc- become non-violent i~ the face of 
tor in the Israeli army, said, "It's such strong adversity. 
(disengagement) the best thing. Shanya Rimon, a missle 
W e took those areas that don't instructor, was in favor of the dis
belong to us. We are surrounding engagement because she has seen 
the Arabs and they have a poor many of the soldiers she trained 
quality of life." come back wounded from their 

She felt it would be a neces- tour of duty, as well as some who 
sary step to end the violence even have died. At the same time, she 

' said it is hard for Israelis to dis

Photos by Josh Korr 

OMER BARNAV of Tel Aviv is a 
tank commander in the Israeli 
army and is working as a coun
selor at Camp JORI this summer. 
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continue the security measures 
that they feel are necessary to 
ensure the safety of their people. 

Omer Barnav, a tank com-
mander said, "It had to happen 
eventually, better sooner than 
later. Some of the settlers think 
the land is our land but that is 
an extreme belief and the vio-

Jenee keeps growing." H e was 
quick to add, "When I was a sol
dier I saw the settlers were good 
people, there's so much pressure 
on them." 

In a similar vein Segev 
remarked, "I think most Israelis 
are for the disengagement, even 
some of the settlers." 

Jonathan Salinger, Manager 
~ ··ho rah Salinger, Loan Coordinator 
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josh Korr is a third-year stu
dent at H ampshire College in 
A mherst, MaJJ. 

• SARA LINDSAY HALPER 
Reallor 

Direct U11e: 401 223 2 /99 
Office: .JOI 751 4651 
Fax: 401 751 4392 
Cell: 40 I 2./ I 4899 
saralimlsa)~halper@lwg,11w11d.,t011e.com 

/0 EIMGROVE AV£ PRO\IIVl:.NC£ RI 02906 

Bclmil't• A/Jiliaft' oj Cl11l.1ri<1 3 Grrat bt,lft'J 

1,w11.hnga11,m,/.)trme.c11m 



... 

August 5, 2005 Jewish Voice & Herald 13 

disengag( ~ment 2005 
Is Gaza part of the Land of Israel? It depends on whom you ask 

TEL AVIV, Aug. 2 (JTA)-Modern 
Israeli settlement in the Gaza Strip 
resumed only after the 1967 Six-Day War, 
but even with those settlements set to be 
evacuated, Jewish roots in the sandy strip 
of land where Egypt, Israel and the Medi
terranean Sea meet run deep. 

Opinions differ on whether the area 
was or was not included in the Land of 
Israel conquered by the ancient Israelites 
in the Bible. 

Samson is the only biblical Israel
ite noted for having set foot there. In the 
17th century the false messiah Shabbatai 
Zevi gave the area a bad name when he 
launched his movement from its shores. 

After a contentious debate, Israel's 
Knesset voted last year to unilaterally 
withdraw from the Gaza Strip and evacu
ate the 9,000 or so Jewish settlers who live 
in suburban-style settlements there, where 
sprawling green lawns and playgrounds 
are protected by wire fences and military 
towers. The settler population is dwarfed 
by the 1.3 million Palestinians who live in 
densely populated Gaza, which is 25 miles 
long and just six miles wide. 

During biblical times, Gaza was part 
of the land promised to the Jews by God 
but never part of the land actually con
quered and inhabited by them, said Nili 
Wazana, a lecturer on Bible studies and 
the history of the Jewish people at Hebrew 
University. 

Photo by Brian Hendler/JTA 

COLOR WARS - An anti-disengagement foe, wearing an orange armband, argues with 
a pro-disengagement activist in Jerusalem last week. 

Wazana, who is currently writing a typical of the Bible, she said. "On almost 
book on the borders of the biblical Land everything, you will find an opinion and 
of Israel, said there are contradictory ref- an opposite opinion. It was not a homog
erences to Gaza in the Bible. One passage enous text. It was not written at same 
in Judges - often cited by Jewish settlers time, and there are competing ideologies," 
and their supporters - says the tribe of Wazana said. "The question of Gaza is one 
Judah took control of the area. But other of the issues where you will find different 
biblical stories contradict this - a pattern opinions." 

Most Israelis saw neither historic nor 
strategic reasons for staying in Gaza. But 
to Yigal Kamietsky, the rabbi of Gush 
Katif, the main Jewish settler bloc there, 
Gaza is an integral part of biblical Israel. 

"Gaza is part of the Land oflsrael, no 
less than Tel Aviv and Bnei Brak," he said. 
"There is no doubt it is part of the bor
ders." He said that not only was it consid
ered a mitzvah to settle there, but that "if 
we were not here, I am not su re the State 
oflsrael would still be there." 

Buffer zone 
Kamietsky said Jews in the Gaza set

tlements act as a buffer for those Jews living 
within Israel's pre-1967 borders. Indeed, 
some Israeli officials fear that once Israeli 
troops and settlers are withdrawn from 
the strip, Palestinian terrorists may con
centrate on building rockets that can hit 
the Israeli city A shkelon, north of Gaza. 
Kamietsky notes that historically Gaza 
was often caught in the crossfire of war. 

"Always in history, Gaza seemed 
more problematic", he said, pointing to the 
fabled enemies of the Israelites, the seafar
ing Philistines, who controlled the area in 
biblical times. The one period when Jews 
appeared to have sovereignty over Gaza 
was during the time of Hasmonean rule, 
when the Jewish King Yochanan - whose 
brother was Judah the Maccabee - cap-

See GAZA, page 25 
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disengag 
1910 1948 1950s 1967 

Britain issues Balfour Decla
ration, p romises a "National 
Home" for the Jews in Pales
tine.. 

Israel War of Indepen
dence. Egypt holds Gaza 
Strip. 

Sinai and Gaza Strip con
quered and vacated by 
Israel during Suez W ar. 

Israel conquers Gaza in Six Day 
War. U.N. calls for withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from territories, set
tlements begin. 

MY DAY IN GAZA 
area for almost a year now, ever since the 
pullout plan began to be discussed as a 
real option, but l had been dragging my 
feet and putting it off - I suppose I was 
just hoping the plan wouldn't go through. 
Finally, a couple of weeks ago, I realized 
that I might never be able to see this stretch 
of land after mid-August, and I began to 
feel an urgency to visit. 

Of course, the day I made this deci
sion was the day Sharon made a decision 
of his own: to pennanently close the gates 
and not allow any non-residents into the 
area. This marked a watershed moment in 
the disengagement, indicating to all that 
there was no turning back now. A week 
before, there had been hundreds of visitors 
to Gaza daily, on organized buses and in 
private cars, all wanting to see what it is 
like and all being allowed in freely. Now, 
it had become the Fort Knox oflsrael, and 
no one except soldiers and settlers were 
going anywhere near it. Needless to say, 
I had a hard time convincing any of my 

friends to accompany me on the trip. 
Then, my friend Amir offered to join 

me, mentioning that he had served in 
reserve duty in Gaza and had a fairly good 
feel for the area. We had both heard that 
the government was giving special permis
sion to a select few, especially if they were 
invited by settlers or if they could prove 
that they were not planning on moving 
into the area. Apparently, the latest prob
lem has been individuals from outside of 
Gaza going in, setting up tents, and stay
ing there, which has increased the num
bers of people to be evacuated by 1,500 in 
the past seven months, including 600 new 
inhabitants in one week alone since the 
borders were closed. About 9,000 settlers 
will be evacuated. 

Thus began the intensive process of 
requesting permission from the "Special 
Permit Center" that had been set up for 
this purpose. We sent faxes and letters, and 
called nearly every hour for two days, essen
tially begging for access. We answered a 
number of questions and I have no doubt 
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Map of the Gaza Strip. 

that background checks were conducted. 
We did not succeed until late on a Sunday 
night, which, in retrospect, was definitely a 
good thing. That Sunday had been a par
ticularly volatile day in Gaza, with many 
mortar attacks (with the first severe casu
alties in months) and a number of violent 
protests at the main checkpoints . Finally, 
we received the green light and left for 
Gaza the next day. 

Voyage into a "war zone" 
Amir and I arrived early at the Karni 

checkpoint, one of the two major entrances 
from the "Jewish side" of Israel into the 
Gaza Strip. It is in the northern part of 
the area, and provides access mainly to 
Netzarim, the largest and most religious 
settlement in the section. This particular 
checkpoint requires visitors to park their 
cars outside the territory and take a mili
tary convoy through the Palestinian areas 
and into the settlements themselves. 

We sat around at the checkpoint for 
about a half hour, waiting for the armored 
bus to arrive and watching soldiers laze 
around under the burning sun. It was 
when we and a few soldiers heaved our
selves up onto a fortified army vehicle, 
commonly referred to as a "Safari," with 
thick slabs of metal on either side and tiny, 
opaque bulletproof "windows," that I real
ized that I was definitely in a "war zone." 
The soldiers instructed me not to stick my 
head out through the open slit between the 
side and the roof of the truck, mentioning 
that a Palestinian sniper had shot someone 
doing just that only a week before. 

I couldn't hold in my curiosity, how
ever, being simply unwilling to take a 20-
minute ride through "enemy" territory 
I had never seen without sneaking a few 
peeks . The soldiers pointed out army bun
kers and "pill boxes," wherein one to four 
soldiers were watching over us with their 
guns as we drove by. I saw razed houses 
and others that were fully intact and appar
ently had Palestinian families living in 
them, literally in the middle of nowhere. 

When Amir and I arrived at Netzarim, 
we disembarked from the Safari and began 
to walk around the area. Very few people 
were out on the streets, which we attributed 
partly to the early hour and partly to the 
emotional trauma that we assumed must 
be plaguing the community. There were 
grassy areas, parks with sandboxes, and 
brightly colored jungle-gyms, all deserted 
and eerily silent. Amir and I passed a 
brand new synagogue, which we knew to 
be infamous due to its recent construction 
and dedication a mere few months before. 
We wanted to speak to some of the men 
praying inside, desperately wanting to 
know what they must be thinking, but we 
couldn't muster up the courage to ask. 

We scaled a large army outpost tower 
and looked out onto the area below. There 

1973 
Yorn Kippur War. 

1987 
First Intifada begins. Seci 

bo 
ing 

Settler holding his tired toddler talks to 

were tanks parked next to army tents, razed 
buildings alongside planted crop fields. Far 
in the distance we could see the beach and 
Mediterranean Sea. Aside &om the con
spicuous army presence and harsh silence 
blanketing the community, we remarked to 
each other that it must have been a pleasant 
place to live, back when people were allowed 
to live there. Anxious to see more "action," 
however, Amir and I hopped the next Safari 
back to the checkpoint to pick up the car, 

PROVIDENCE VISITORS to the Gush Katif settle111 
synagogue will be torn down during the evacua: 



August 5, 2005 Jewish Voice & Herald 15 

ent 2005 
2000 2002-2003 2004 2005 

,d Intifada begins. Suic:de 
,ngs and "targeted kill
follow. 

Attacks continue. Israel 
reoccupies nearly all Pales
tinian areas evacuated as part 
of O slo process. 

Sharon reveals plans to withdraw from 
all settlements in Gaza, eventually gains 
Knesset endorsement. Settlement expan
sion continues. Bulldozing of homes. 

After A rafat's death, Abbas con
firmed as head of P.A. Sharon 
establishes unity government. Israe
lis banned from moving to G aza . 

August 15, 2005 
Scheduled date for Gaza 
withdrawal. 

Photo by Alison Golub 

order official at the Kissufim crossing. 

now well-versed in how to pull ourselves up 
onto the truck and where to sit to get the best 
view. lhis particular vehicle was completely 
enclosed, however, without even a slit to view 
the scenery. Needless to say, the return trip 
seemed both longer and more aromatic, with 
the soldiers being more numerous as well as 
sweaty. 

Leaving the Karni checkpoint, we drove 
about 20 minutes south and arrived at K.is
sufim, another rather infamous site as the 

Photos courtesy of Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer 

nt view bomb crater outside a synagogue. The 

major entrance into the southern settle
ments of Kfar Darom, G anei T al, and 
Netzer Hazani, among others, as well as 
the central setting for most of the violent 
protests that had been occurring. G ush 
Katif, the largest bloc in the area, has 
become the "poster child" of the anti-dis
engagement campaigns, with slogans and 
bumper stickers proclaiming "The people 
stand with Gush Katif," and "Gush Katif 
will not fall" - quite similar to the same 
slogans that had been used for the Golan 
H eights back when there had been talk of 
a northern disengagement. 

Tent city 
Amir and I drove through Kfar D arom 

first, which looked more like an average 
kibbutz than anything else, with simple 
concrete houses, trees, and gardens lining 
the streets. Not until we got further inside 
the community did we see the real center 
of the action: a substantial tent city, freshly 
erected, to house the "illegal" inhabitants 
of Gaza, who had arrived recently with 

the sole purpose of setting up camp and 
living there until the last possible moment. 
I suppose the rationale is that the more 
people inside the territory at the moment 
of disengagement, the more difficult it will 
be to implement the plan. 

In the canvas tents we saw mat
tresses on the floor and baby cribs against 
every "wall," kids' clothing and infant 
toys strewn about. I found it fascinating 
that the majority of the furniture in these 
makeshift, shoddily-maintained tents 
was baby-related, giving the appearance 
that the children were better clothed and 
taken care of than the parents. 1h ere were 
orange ribbons and flags flying from every 
corner, and everyone we saw was decked 
out in anti-disengagement regalia. W e 
saw a central dining tent and an area that 
was clearly meant for prayer - an entire 
community had sprung up here in a matter 
of weeks, if that, and would continue its 
struggle to exist until the bitter end. 

Amir and I left Kfar Darom without 

engaging the settlers in conversation, both 
remarking that we had sensed that the 
time to talk to them had ended. Even a 
month ago, these people would have been 
eager, in fact anxious, to share themselves 
with us, inviting us into their homes and 
enlightening us on any topic. It seemed 
very clear to us now, however, that this era 
had ended. W e were not approached by 
anyone, and were unable to even make a 
great deal of eye contact. It seemed that 
the period of mourning had begun, and we 
had ceased to be invi red guests, becoming 
instead only intruders on an experience we 
knew nothing about. 

We concluded our tour with a drive 
through Neve D ekalirn, the largest and 
most organized settlement within Gush 
Katif. It looked no different than any 
other community I had seen, with a shop
ping center, post office, ice cream store 
and cafes, and even a museum dedicated 
to describing the history of the area. W e 
saw large houses with sprawling yards and 

See MY DAY, page 16 

on. CHILOREN PLAY in a pool set up for them in a tent city populated by settler sympathizers. 
Photo by Dina Kraft/JTA 
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MY DAY IN GAZA 
From page 15 

gardens, Israeli flags flying in the 
breeze, orange ribbons every
where. Front doors were adorned 
with signs proclaiming, "Together 
we will triumph!" and "A Jew docs 
not expel another Jew!" 

We again wondered aloud 
about the sheer logistics of the 
upcoming disengagement. How 
would these people be able to 
bring all of their belongings with 
them? What would happen to 
these gardens, and the green
houses1 and this sense of com
munity that has been built? How 
does one explain to one's children 
that they must leave the only 
home they have ever known, and 
that their house will be destroyed, 
and they will never be able to visit 
again? 

Amir and I drove out of Neve 
Dckalim, a community that has 
protected those of us inside the 
official borders oflsrael from over 
5,000 Kassam rocket attacks in 
the past five years, suffering less 
than 10 casualties and virtually 
no physical damage. I cannot 
help but see this little settlement 
as a magical place, with some 
kind of charmed protection from 
some greater force. I still cannot 
believe that with all that these 
people have been through, the 
Israeli government has, in their 
eyes, become their worst enemy. 

A protest march 
to contend with 

Amir and I left the Strip 

David Malin 
Realtor 

\ 
Call Today 258.8787 

Your home ... 
your most important investment. 

It makes sense to provide 
the best service! 

HONESTY ANO INTEGRITY 
f'U BE THERE FOR YOU 24/7 

[ml liwLsl 
Office: 401-942-1900, ext.4087 
Fax: 401-942-2669 

without further incident, driv
ing toward a Jewish city called 
Netivot some 20 kilometers away. 
W e hoped to be in and gone 
before running into a large-scale 
disengagement protest march. 
Before we could reroute ourselves, 
however1 we encountered a police 
detour that was forcing cars to 
drive straight into the march, 
with no exceptions. Amir duti
fully followed the directive, and 
within a half hour we found our
selves in the middle of gridlocked 
traffic and a sea of orange. 

The news was reporting 
that an estimated 20,000 people 
had already arrived at the site of 
the march, with another 20,000 
having been detained at their 
points of origin. The march had 
left a couple of hours before we 
arrived, but the scene in Netivot 
was still quite a wild one, with the 
city literally awash with orange in 
every shape and size. Babies in 
strollers decked out from head 
to roe, waving little orange flags 
with great enthusiasm even in 
the blazing heat; pregnant moth
ers with toddlers, families of 10 
or more making their way slowly 
across the street while trying to 
keep their protest posters level. I 
even saw a group of religious men, 
covered in orange, all facing one 
way, praying and bowing before 
they set out on their journey. 

When we turned the car 
about and pulled away, we came 
upon what appeared to be another 
tent city of sorts, but this time 
of gigantic proportions. There 
were rows and rows of newly 
constructed or currently-under
construction army-green tents, 
broken only by a larger white tent 
every so often, which we pre-

PROVIDENCE VISITOR holds fragments of mortar shell in Gaza. 

sumed to be a dining hall or syna
gogue. As we approached the 
fence, which had no entrance we 
could see, we looked left and right 
and saw only miles and miles of 
gleaming, brand new metal fenc
ing. There was literally no end, 
no turns, and no curves. It was, 
in essence, a ghetto, and the only 
obvious question was whether it 
was intended for soldiers or for 
refugees. 

As we gawked at the sight, 
a group of soldiers rapidly 
approached and surrounded the 
car, with one breaking away to 
tell us gruffiy that we were not to 
be there and must leave at once. 
We hastily retreated and contin-

ued on our way, only later real
izing that this must have been the 
area that had been described to us 
by one of our soldier friends as a 
combined soldier/evacuee "hous
ing facility." As far as he had 
been informed, the tent city was 
to accommodate the soldiers who 
would be serving in Gaza and 
actually doing the disengagement 
up until its completion, at which 
time it would become a refugee 
camp for the unfortunate individ
uals whose houses would be razed 
as they sat in their tents. I have 
since been told that what we saw 
will not be used for evacuees, but the 
reports are definitely conflicting. 

Amir and I drove on in 

Dance * GYl!!_nastics * Cheer 
- ------ -.....- "1IIIIC'1r' 

August 5, 2005 

Photo courtesy of Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer 

silence, reflecting on the fates of 
the individuals, both soldier and 
settler, who may come to know 
those tents quite intimately. (A 
personal account of the soldiers we 
encountered on our trip will be cov
ered in the Aug. 19th issue.) W e 
both arrived at our respective 
homes around 4 a.m. the next 
morning, heads spinning from 
what we had seen and experi
enced. We spent the rest of the 
later morning calling the permit 
office again, in an attempt to 
gain access to Gaza for another 
day. We both felt that being in 
Gaza was a bit like watching an 
eclipse-we all know that what 
we are witnessing is both beauti
ful and damaging, and we know 
we should look away but no one 
can. 

Neither Amir nor I feared for 
our lives at any point in the day; 
on the contrary, we felt proud and 
honored to be able to spend so 
much time in such a special place. 
Our requests for access have since 
been repeatedly denied, and Amir 
and I both fear tlrnt this was, in 
fact, our last opportunity to expe
rience this tiny stretch of doomed 
land. No one knows what will 
confront us as individuals and as 
a society on August 15. I fear also 
for the fate of the country, and of 
our democracy. But most of all I 
feel for our soldiers, these young 
boys who cannot possibly be 
equipped emotionally to handle 
what will confront them in less 
than two weeks. I suppose none 
of us are. 

To be continued .. E-mail: david.malin@nemoves.com 
Web: www.SellingRhodelsland.com 

11,; i:Hw;,1 
11 Alison Stern Golub is a graduate 

of Brown University. You can email 
her at Alison_Golub@hotmail.com, 
and read more about her adventures 
on her website at www.alisonstern
golub.com. RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Owned and operated by NRT 

Free * Gymnastics Class * Free 
Saturaay, August 20th at 11am 

Call to reserve your space ***** 401-435-0159 
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Food 
Borscht and beyond - chill out with summer soup~ 

By Marylyn Graff 
As our grandmothers settled 

in all parts of Europe, they natu
rally adopted the lo~al cooking, as 
it was compatible with kashruth. 
In Eastern Europe they took up 
the beet and the cabbage. In Italy 
and southern Europe they discov
ered the joys of the tomato, garlic, 
and eggplant, as well as olive oil. 
Everywhere they espoused chicken 

Wash, peel and coarsely shred 1 small potato, peeled and 
the beets. Combine in a saucepan diced 
with the onion and water. Bring to 1 Tblsp. olive oil 
a boil and simmer about 30 min- Salt and freshly ground pepper 
utes or until beets are tender. Add to taste 
lemon juice or sour salt, sugar and If lik th" d 
al Ad. · · d you e 1s soup sweet an s t. ~ust lemon JUJCe an sugar dd 114 h d 

to taste. Refrigerate several hours ~our, a_ . cup eac sugar an 
for flavors to blend. Serve with a emon JUtce. 
dollop of sour cream or garnish :Ieat oil in a pot. a?d saute 
with a lemon slice for a meat meal. scallions and garlic until JUSt soft. 
6-8 servings. Add liquid, greens and potato and 

- S h bring to a boil. Simmer for about 
The followmg soups serve well c av 15 minutes (Shorter time for spin-

and the local fish. 

at a brunch or cold supper. My mother made this with ach longer for tougher greens ) 
Beet borscht spinach as she didn't have sorrel. 'Add 1 . . d · 

Almost an greens will do. emon JUJCe an sugar 
2 lbs. fresh beets Y . if desired and adjust seasoning. 
1 large onion, finely chopped 1 lb. llfresh hspdmachd chor 0thedr Puree briefly in a blender or use a 

greens we was e an oppe . h d h Id bl d · th ft 2 qts. water (R ' h ) an - e en er m e po.t a er 
emove toug stems. · c h R fri 

1/4 cup fresh lemon juice or 2 . . removing rrom eat. e gerate 
tsps. sour salt 4 or 5 scallions,. white and until ready to serve. 

most of green parts, thinly sliced -r0 s rve swirl · dollo f 
1/4 cup sugar . " e , m a P 0 

2 tsps. chopped garlic sourcreamandgarnishwithchives. 
2 tsps. salt or to taste . . 2 qts. water, vegetable broth or If you grow your own chives, use 

. Sour cream for garrush, if a chicken broth the blossoms for garnish. 6-8 serv-
darry meal ings. 

Cookbook displays the unique culture 
of South African Jewish community 
By Moira Schneider 

CAPE TOWN, June 23 
CTTA) - Mock crayfish and a 
history lesson. You'll get a little 
of both in a forthcoming South 
African Jewish cookbook, being 
billed not only as a great recipe 
source, but also as a social history 
of South African Jewry. 

recipes as well as updates and 
short cuts that incorporate health 
trends and local flavor - accom
panied by relevant anecdotes. 

The book's editor is Oded 
Schwartz, a former Israeli and 
a renowned chef who spent 36 
years in the London food indus
try. 

"Because they have an out
side eye and were responsible for 
the mechanism of the home, they 
have very vivid and insightful 
recollections of what happened in 
the Jewish community, for exam
ple, in the '50s," Schwartz says. 

One such worker, who has 
worked for the same family for 
50 years, remembers buying 
chickens on a Friday, along with 
the other domestic workers, and 

See COOKBOOK, page 25 

Cold cucumber soup 
2 or 3 good-sized cucumbers 

or 1 lb. smaller pickling 
cucumbers ,' 

1 qt. buttermilk (or (·,.., 
plain milk if this is too ~·t'.: ( ., 
sour) ~ Qyarter cucumbers 

1 pt. sour cream or 
plain yogurt 

1 medium sweet onion (Vida
lia or Walla-Walla) or two or three 
scallions. 

About 2 tblsps. dill seeds or 
chopped fresh dill 

1 tsp. salt or to taste 
Dill fronds for garnish 
Pour buttermilk or milk into 

a tureen or bowl and stir in sour 
cream or~y~ogu~rt_. ___ _ _ _ 

the long way (peeled or not 
-your choice) and slice paper
thin. Sprinkle with salt. Slice 
onion thinly and chop fine. Place 
in tureen or bowl. Adjust season
ing. 

Garnish each serving with dill 
fronds. 

4-6 servings 
Marylyn Graff writes a regular 

food column far the Jewish Voice & 
Herald. 

Voted by Rhode Is land Month ly "BEST of RI" 2004 

"BEST NEIGHBORHOOD B ISTRO" 

D INNER: 

~-
Tuesday - Saturday 

HOURS: 

Tuesday - Thursday 
4:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

Friday & Saturday 
4:30 pm - 10:30 pm 

"Ne~ tl'-el'\l. 
"Ne~ \_'\ours 

L'OSTERIA RESTAURANT 
Mario B. Macerai Proprietor 

1703 Cranston Street 
Cranston (Knightsville), RI 

401. 943. 3140 

A VAILABLE F'OR PRIVATE PARTIES (SUNDAYS ANO M ONDAYS) 

The cookbook, a fundraiser 
for the Cape Jewish Seniors 
Association, is due out late next 
year. The publishers of the book 
hope to draw in funds and shed 
light on a cuisine unique to this 
part of the world. 

Included will be traditional 

During the course of inter
views he is conducting for the 
book with professional cooks, as 
well as with others, he has dis
covered that domestic workers 
often have unwittingly become 
repositories for information on 
Jewish life here. FEI>EI&A_L I&Ei!iiEI&VE 

e~~-ve, ~evy---;7!.~~ 

~ c;i;:;;,,,gine a mansion, steeped in hiscory ... occan breezes, romantic .,..t..;"" 
garde ns ... luxurious accommodations and celebrated cuisine, 

The Chanler ac Cliff Walk and the Spiced Pear Rcstaurnm 

graciously await your arrival. 

" .one of the lop 15 new luxury hotels i11 the world. " 

Food & Wine Magazine Septe mber, 2003 

117 Memoriol Blvd. 
Newport, Rhode Island 
02840 

~~ 
THE CHANLER 

( LI PP W A 

~&j,Y'" 401.847.1300 

thec ho nler.com 
spicedpear.cam 

S tXTY DORRANCE STREET - PROVIDENCE 
RHODE ISLAND 02903 

IN 1111 0 11> U NION Tku..,, AT ·, 111 CnRNI R rn D oRRAN< 1 & W1 \1/1.\IN'd lR 

40 1-62 1-5700 FAX 40 1-273 - 8963 
PARKING AVAILABLE 

::J¼e e/ey,a.mce 
o/llw A a-nJiMM . 

L,,_J-a/fo,M.tab-e jl,JC1ceA 

BARIBAT MITZVAH SHOWERS 

RECEPTIONS 

REHEARSALS 

BANQUETS 

SEMINARS 

FUND RAISERS 

A.Mm THE ELEGANT DECOR, FEDERAL 

RESERVE RETAINS A WARMTH lliAT 

WILL SUIT YOUR DESIRE FOR ANY 

MOOD FROM CASUAL TO BLACK TIE. 

THE RESTAURANT LAYOUT ENABLES 

YOU TO HOST AN EVENT FOR 2 5 TO 

350 AND STILL FEEL COMFORTABLY 

ACCOMMODATED. 
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Community 
Program keeps Tamarisk seniors on their feet 

ByMaryKorr 

WARWICK Donald 
Zeman is stepping lighter these 
days, thanks to a new program 
called Fit for Life at the Phyl
lis Siperstein Tamarisk Assisted 
Living Residence. 

Zeman, a retired attorney, 
has discarded his walker for a 
cane, as has his wife, Gloria. 

The couple moved into Tam
arisk last August. "I couldn't drive 
any longer, and my sons thought 
it was time we needed help. My 
wife and I had to use walkers to 
get around," Zeman said. 

One aspect of the program 
is to practice functional, real
world walking with a physical 
therapist. "We go outside, up 
and down curbs, stopping to pick 
things up," said physical therapist 
Lisa Chow. The group of walkers 
wears support belts and are teth
ered to each other. 

Zeman quipped, "They put 
leashes around us. We look like 
a gang going to the W estminster 
dog show." He laughs and gets 
serious. "Through this program I 
lost my fear of walking outside." 

Keeping seniors mobile is the 
main goal of the program, said 
Roberta Sinapi, administrator 
at Tamarisk, which is operated 
by the Jewish Seniors Agency 
(JSA). 

DOTTIE LIPPMAN, formerly of 
East Greenwich, works on the 
balance ball with physical thera
pist Lisa Chow.-+ 

and a graduate student of social 
work at Rhode Island College. 
When she became aware of the 
danger of falls in the elderly, and 
the poor prognosis as a result of 
a fracture, she decided some
thing could be done about it. 

Photos by Mary Kort 

TEAMMATES - Gloria and Donald Zeman, formerly of North Dartmouth, Mass., are working on balance 
and strength movements in the new Fit for Life program at the Tamarisk assisted living residence in 
Warwick. Physical therapist Sue Cummins, at left, and Lisa Chow, work with seniors twice a week. 

The program was the idea of 
Nancy Ehrlich, a JSA volunteer 

She approached her husband, Dr. 
Michael G. Ehrlich, surgeon-in
chief of orthopedics at Rhode 
Island and Miriam Hospitals, 
about designing a program at 

Beat the heat! 

relax with a-great movie from 
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Tamarisk. After consulting with 
Susette Rabinowitz, former exec
utive director ofJSA, they began 
working on a model program. 

Modified exercise equip
ment was purchased, and after a 
year and a half of planning, the 
program began in January. Now, 
there is a waiting list. 

Dr. Ehrlich said elderly falls 
with resultant hip fractures can 
be terminal events. Some patients 
never regain the ability to walk 
again, he said. The elderly also 
have other conditions which are 
risk factors for fa lls: arthritis, 
balance problems, osteoporosis, 
poor vision, muscle weakness, 
dizziness. 

The program participants 
have to be referred into it, and 
undergo extensive physical exams 
and testing. In Zeman's case, 
he had a bone sca n and several 
examinations by different physi
cians. The primary care physician 
must give clearance to enter the 
program. 

Before and after class, the 
two physical therapists take blood 
pressures and the seniors get on 
the scale. 

H arold Halzel, formerly of 
W arwick, is in a wheelchair but 
is working on the walker with 
physical therapist Sue Cum
mins one Tuesday afternoon. She 
steadies the walker as he steps 
into it. They walk down the hall
way several times. 

"Heel, toe, stay within the 
walker," she says. 

"Heel, toe," he says. "Heel, 
toe, take my picture. I think 
this program has helped me 
improve."' 

Shirley Halsband, formerly 
of East Greenwich, is in the pro
gram as the result of a shoulder 
injury from a fall on pavement. 
She was walking in the street and 
didn't see the curb. "I tripped. I 
had 38 stitches on my forehead," 
she said. 

Dottie Lippman, formerly of 
Providence, sits with a warm pack 
on her back before she takes to 
the big blue balance ball. It looks 
easy to sit on, but exercisers say it 
takes at least three sessions before 
you get the hang of it. When 
she is warmed up, Lippman sits 
slowly down on it in front of a 
mirror. Chow holds on to the 
waist belt and Lippman begins 
slowly stretching and reaching. 

"Ifl didn't have the mirror, I 
wouldn't know ifl was raising my 
arms properly," she says. 

Chow is introducing motions 
to help her with core stab ii ization 
- strengthening the muscles in 
Lippman's back, a chronically 
painful arelt-for her. 

"I have arthritis," she says. 
She also exercises through 
Tamarisk's Wellness program at 
McDermott's pool in Warwick. 

The program seems to be 
getting results, and Tamarisk 
hopes to offer it to their residents 
with dementia in the Renaissance 
unit. 

i 
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Books 
Some books to breeze through 
on hot summer days 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary and 
the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board of Urology 401-27 4-6565 
By Judith S. Greenblatt 
It's August already, but there's 
still time for you to catch up 
on some hot summer reading. 
Recent publications include: 

• The Angel of Forgetfulness, 
by Steven Stern. Viking, 2005. 
This intricate story is much too 
involved to explain in a para
graph. Let's just say it involves a 
fallen angel named Mocky, and 
his half-mortal son, Nachman, 
who live on the Lower East Side 
of New York; Nathan Hart, a 
proofreader for the Jewish Daily 
Forward, a woman named Keni, 
and Keni's nephew Saul. Stern's 
work has been compared to that 
of Chaim Grade and Moshe Leib 
H alpern. In it, as the Boston Globe 
said "fantasy and front-stoop 
realism cohabit congenially." 

• The Covenant, by Naomi 
Ragen. St. Martin's Press, 2004. 
Worlds away in style and content, 
Ragen's latest takes place in Israel. 
Kidnapping, terrorism and the 
H olocaust are brought together in 
an occasionally graphic thriller. 

• The Gilded Chamber: a Novel 
of Queen Esther, by Rebecca 
Kohn. 2004. Yet another world 
is explored in this retelling of 
E sther's story. Filling in the 
blanks left by the Bible, Kohn 
tells her version of the events, 
complete with a richly detailed 
picture of ancient Persia. 

• The Outside World, by Tova 
Mirvis. Knopf, 2004. Next, 
we meet 22-year-old Ortho
dox Tzippy, from Brooklyn, and 
Modern Orthodox turned ultra
religious Bryan, now Baruch. 
They meet in Israel, where Tzippy 
goes after some forty dates fail to 
produce a mate. Mirvis paints 
a picture of the diversity in the 
Orthodox world, while her young 
couple learns how to cope with 
demands from family as they try 

to establish their own identity. 

• Schlepping Through the Alps, 
by Sam Apple. Ballantine 
Books, 2005. This time we're 
off to the Alps! Apple wrote a 
short piece about H ans Breuer, 
the last wander shepherd in Aus
tria, for an August 2000 issue of 
the Forward. Fascinated by the 
combination wander shepherd 
and Yiddish folksinger, Apple 
wandered the Alps with Breuer 
in the summer of 2001. Thus he 
was able to tell not only Breuer's 
story, but also the story of Aus
trian anti-Semitism and Nazism 
after the war. A fascinating 
book, both comic and dark. 
• Up from Orchard Street, by 
Eleanor Widmer. Bantam D ell, 
2005. This story ofimmigrant life 
on New York's Lower East Side 
stars Manya, family head and 
cook extraordinaire. She keeps 
the family together in a world of 
poverty and crisis, sharp tongues 
and feisty humor. 

SCHLEPPING 

THROUGH THE ALPS 

SAM 
APPLE 

Judith S. Greenblatt is director of 
library services at the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island. 

Relocation Specialist 
Certified New 

• 2003 Top Coldwell Banker 
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• International Presidents Club 
ofTop Producers 2002, 2003. 
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• Kent County Washington 
Board of Realtors Platinum 
Circle of Excellence Award 
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Ternp1e Arn David's 
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right around the corner! 
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Meet Cantor 'Per1rnan and the friendlY faces 
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'fO 1. 'f63. 79'f'f 



r 
20 Jewish Voice & Herald August 5, 2005 

Seniors As WE GRow OLDER 

Appetite for eating out growing 
Eating out is the opposite of 

eating in. "Eating out" usually 
refers to getting your meal in a 
restaurant. By contrast, eating in 

Tema 
Gouse 

usually refers to 
eating at home 
or in the homes 
of friends or 
family mem
bers. 

When 
was growing 
up, eating out 
was something 
you did only 
when you were 
away from 

home or if you were very wealthy. 
The average family assumed that 
there was no logic to eating out 
because mom was the best cook 
and it made no sense to eat food 
in a restaurant that cost more 
than food prepared at home. 

There were, of course, pre
cious exceptions to that protocol. 
Like everybody who lived then, I 
had one "rich" aunt. That was my 
Aunt Lillie. Twice every year my 
sister and I met her to go to the 
movies and to then go to Chi
cago's best Chinese res taurant 
for lunch. We did this each year 
on the day after Thanksgiving 

and again on Good Friday, both 
school holidays. That was a treat. 

The other treat during that 
early period was Sunday dinner 
at the home of one of my moth
er's sisters. Of course, mostly 
the fa milies came to our house 
because my mother was the best 
cook and baker. 

As a child I do not remem
ber going to restaurants . When I 
was in my teens, we had a house
keeper because my mother had 
passed away. The housekeeper had 
Thursdays and every other Sunday 
off. And so my father took us to 

a restaurant on those alternate 
Sundays. We always went to the 
same one and got introduced to 
roast beef and Charlotte Russe. I 
do not remember how we fed our
selves on Thursdays. Afterwards, 
post-housekeeper, for three years 
my sister and I became the some
what inexperienced family cooks. 
Lots and lots of lamb chops and 
baked potatoes. 

In high school, my eating 
out expanded to buying 10-cent 
hot dogs in the "joint" across 
from school. When I got to col
lege, meals were included in the 
annual dormitory payments, but 
they never served Sunday supper. 

Winkleman Travel 
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One Sunday as I dug into my 
very first eat-out hamburger I was 
haunted by my mother's warnings 
to never eat chopped meat out of 
the home. ("Who knows what's 
in it?") 

When I survived that eating
out experience, I became coura
geous and I learned about the 
wonderful world of Italian food, 
seafood, rare steaks, and non
Jewish baking. 

When I got manied, eating 
out was justified as a deserved 
treat. When the kids came along, 
restaurant food became the com
pensation for surviving a bad 
day with one of the boys. As 
they began to enjoy good food, I 
began to use the promise of going 
to a restaurant as a bribe for good 
behavior. Mostly we ate at home. 

When they grew up and left 
home, the rationale for eating out 
was that since there were only the 

two of us, it was as cheap to eat 
out as it was to eat in. (Hah!) 

Well, then came retirement, 
which translated means you have 
worked hard all your life and are 
now entitled to self-indulgence 
and not having to exert yourself. 

So now I no longer even 
bother to justify our all too fre
quent visits to restaurants. At 
this point, eating out can mean 
a plethora of things. A light bite 
means we ate a good lunch and 
are really not hungry. Eating at 
a Chinese restaurant means that 
we have not eaten in a Chinese 
restaurant for at least two weeks. 
Going out for Italian food is often 
indicated because we now live in 
Cranston (which has approxi
mately 472 Italian restaurants 
that we need to support in order 
to hold down the tax base). And 
when we go out with friends, we 
eat in eateries that command that 

we wear respectable clothing. 
Nothing fancy, mind you. Just 
respectable. 

So you are assuming that we 
never eat in. That is not true. We 
always eat breakfast at home. If 
we have a busy morning running 
errands, we pick up sandwiches 
at Subway and eat them at home. 
And at least two or three times a 
week we eat dinner at home. The 
menu consists of whatever left
overs we brought home from the 
last meal we ate out. 

I once estimated the number 
of meals I have cooked over the 
years. It is a staggering fig ure. So 
now I do not make excuses when 
I just do not feel like cooking. 
Seniors, unite. And if you want 
restaurant recommendations, 
give me a call. 

Tema Gouse of Cranston writes 
a regular senior's column for the 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Irish Jewish museum marks 20th 

DUBLIN QTA)-The more 
than 100 people who gathered to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Irish Jewish Museum in 
Dublin this month were making 
a show of community solidarity as 
much as celebrating the longevity 
of a beloved Jewish cultural insti
tution. 

From November, the museum 
has been a regular target in a cam
paign of anti-Semitic vandalism 
against Jewish property. The most 
recent attack had forced the post
ponement of the anniversary from 
its original June 20 date to allow 
the caretakers time to sandblast 
graffiti and replace broken win
dows. 

"Most of you present have 
written letters or made phone 
calls in sympathy and support in 
these recent trying times," said the 

museum's curator, Raphael Siev, 
in his address to the guests. "It 
is in your honor that we dedicate 
this evening." 

These supporters ranged from 
elderly third-generation Irish Jews, 
whose families came to Dublin 
mostly from Lithuania in the 
1880s, to new arrivals from places 
like Canada, Switzerland and 
Arkansas. Three members of the 
Irish police force were also p,es
ent, as was Paul Gillespie, a senior 
editor of the Irish Times and the 
owner of former chief rabbi Isaac · 
Halevi Herzog's old house, which 
also has been painted with swasti
kas several times this year. 

The museum is housed in the 
former Walworth Road Syna
gogue on a tiny street in Porto
bello, home to 5,000 Jews half a 
century ago but now populated 

Knitting a new poncho, sweater or afghan? Look no further than ... 

THE W.&ill~ OUTLET 
225 Conant Street - Pawtucket, RI 

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 
401-722-5600 

Quality Yarns - Great Selection 
DISCOUNT PRICES! 

And Needles Too! 

Directions from South: Rt. 95 north to Exit 26 -at first traffic light turn left 
onto Lonsdale Ave. Turn right at 2nd traffic light onto Weeden St. - turn left 
at 1st traffic light onto Conant St. Bear right to #225 
Directions from North: Rt. 95 South to exit #30. turn right at 2nd traffic 
light onto Central Ave. (Central Ave. becomes Cross St.) Follow to the end. 
Turn left onto Pine St., then 1st riQht onto #225 Conant St. 

ANNIVERSARY - Paul Gillespie, 
left, senior editor at the Irish 
limes and current resident of 
former chief rabbi Isaac Halevi 
Herzog's old house, and Raphael 
Siev, curator of the Irish Jewish 
Museum. 

by a mix of urban profession
als and new immigrants. By the 
time Irish-born Israeli President 
Chaim Herzog opened the build
ing in 1985, most of the Jews had 
emigrated to England, America 
and Israel, or moved out to the 
suburbs, leaving only a kosher 
bakery, a few commemorative 
plaques and the abandoned syna
gogue as a trace of their presence. 

Upstairs, in the part of the 
exhibit devoted to religious life, 
the pews, pulpit, bimah and 
mechitzah, or sanctuary divider, 
are all intact. Downstairs, in the 
exhibit on the social, cultural and 
historical development of Irish 
Jews, there is a reconstruction 
of an early 20th-century kosher 
kitchen, as well as a century's 
worth of memorabilia from daily 
life. 

Reflecting on the significance 
of the museum, Yaakov Pearl
man, the country's chief rabbi, 
said: "It's important to keep alive 
the m~mory of over 100 years of 
rich Jewish life here and to mark 
our contribution to Irish life in 
general." 
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A'LARM SYSTEMS 

ALARM SYSTEMS, INC. 

Fire Pr~~:1:;: ~;~:n~e~~~;o~~1e!~~~:~nonce 
Carol Bienenfeld 

2525 West Shore Rood 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02889 
Phone: 401.737.2221 • Toll Free: 1.800.884.5000 
Fox: 401.737.0585 

Authorized Oea/er 

Security Pro 
www.elecironicolarms.com • corol@el&dronicalorms.com 

ATTORNEYS 

A. Larry Berren 

Audette, Bazar, Berren & Gonzalez, Inc. 
Attorneys at Law 

35 Highland Avenue• East Providence, RI 02914-1211 

Phone 401 438·3800 Fax 401 438·3804 
Internet www.abbglaw.com 

E-mail lberren@abbglaw.com 

BANKING 

• Sovereign 
Bank I ALWAYS ATYOUR SIDE'." 

1.877.SOV.BANK (768.2265) 
sovereignbank.com 

MMIQrl'fOIC ~-1<>~1bk:w;>(ln,;!~tt,ei,r,1tm1r«I.V..l1\'1ot'l'DurSi<)t)~-Mlrl.$ol~B¥,k. 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH & WEDDINGS 

~ 
THE VILLAGE INN 

at Narragansett Pier 
AMALFI CATERlNG 

S cul ll Counh/s Premier fundion focili l,l Specia li zing in 

Elego nl So,;;o l Affo;rs 
Specloe1 ,lor Ocec1n View G ro nd Boll rocms 

Provide-s cm lnlimolf' S ell ing for Ewnfs up lo 4 00 Guesh 

Contact James LeDonne 
( 40 I) 792-3539 - E-Mail: amalficatering@yahoo.com 

One Beach Street • Narragansett, RI 02882 

?1)1{/, panoramic view, of 
1?...hod6 ?1fonl'1 co111{/ine 
Cherr!J1lone1 provi/e, A 

wonler{uf ,eW"J /or 3our 
mo,{ lm('or{an{ jRlherfrJJJ 

Caf•rlng ovollable 

ln •hau H Weddings 

Annlv•,sary l'arllH 

Rehearsal Dinnen 

lar / lal Mlt1vah1 

Spec:lal Occo1lon1 

lanqueh • Shower1 

Com/orlab{_J AccommolAH"J 
even& o( up fo 2.70 !}uesb. 

PINES 
CONFERENCE 

CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 130. 

CLEAN AIR 

To ensure quality service, 
call for a FREE informational packet and estimate. 

~Cleaffir 
of America, tnc. 27 4.4444 

A Division of Smoke Gean of New England, Inc. Toll Free: 888-790-7283 

On the web at: www.smokeclean.com 

COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 

15:!Wascomat 

Anderberg's, Inc. -COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 

Equipment, Parts & Service 
For Apartment Buildings, Nursing Homes & Hotels 

99111111111 An., Lacall, RI 0885 
Donald Myrberg 
sales@anderbergs.necoxmail.com 

Tel: 401-725-6960 
Fax: 401 -725-6963 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

y>e~· EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • Installation/Set-Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

331-0196 
toll free 

800-782-3988 

COINS & JEWELRY 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLD COINS 
• RARE COINS 
• STAMPS 
• CURRENCY 
• JEWELRY, WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES, SILVER 
• GOLD, PLATINUM 
• US AND FOREIGN 

WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF RARE COINS 

BEST 
PRICES 

• PCGS·NGC authorize I 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
GoldCoin,& Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof S.t>, Coin & 
StampAlbums 

PODDff COIN ncHANGl INC Serving banks,attorney,,estates IIHI UI I and the public for over 40 years. 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAME LOCATION 36 YEARS· LC 8041 401-861-1640 
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T. L. Wagner Painting 
We Specialize in All Phases Of: 

• Custom Interior Painting • New Construction 
· Power-washing • Exterior Painting & Staining 

• Log Homes • Decks 

LICENSED ANO INSURED • fREE ESTIMATES 

~~~ 
Howard Schaffer 
Saks Mnnager 

Diamond Funding Corporation 
8n Park Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02910 

MBF, Inc, 

Phone: 401.9413770 
800553.3770 

Fax: 401.941.3793 
CeU: 774.254.3508 
www.diamondfund.ingcorp.com 
hschafTer@diamondfundingcorp.com 

Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 
Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 

Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 
Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

300 Centerville Road • Summtt South • Sutte 400 
Warwick, RI 02886 

401 -921 -4170 • 401-921-4174 (fax) 
email: martinbfeibish@mbfinc.com 

www.mbfinc.com 

GE Financial 

Lynn Pohl 
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist 

Long Term Care Division 
9 Constitution Hill 

Providence, RI 02904 
401-274-7213 • Fax 401-273-2131 

E-mail: lynnpltc@msn.com 
General Electric Capital Assurance Company 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 
lnsura11ce U11denvriters, Inc. & Morto11 Smith, file. 

David B. Soforenko, cic 
Senior Vice President 

GO Catamore Boulevard, East Providence, RI 02914 
Phone: (401) 435-3600 Fax: (401) 43 1-9307 

Emai l: dsoforenko@~ca rshcp.com 
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Find it - sell it in the Voice & Herald 
COMPUTER TUTOR 

AVAILABLE 
Patient college student look

ing to help people with computer 
needs, e.g.: installation, training, 
and purchases. Training includes 
applications such as photo edit
ing, word processing, e-mail and 
Internet. Specializing in Macin
tosh OS. Reasonable rates. For 
adults and children of all ages. 
Call (401) 451-4822 or e-mail 
estiegli@yu.edu 

STEVE YOKEN 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL DISC 
JOCKEY and MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES. Weddings, 
Bar/ Bat Mitzvahs, PLUS intro
ductions, Candle-lighting, N.Y. 
Light Show and dancers/facili
tators. BOSTON PARTY 
PLANNERS' #1 Choice. Fall 
River (508) 679-1545. 

tion. Central Exchange. (781) 
344-6763. 

WANTED TO BUY 
AD"£RTISE IN 

THE JEWISH VOICE & HERALD 

CLASSIFIEDS 
To place a classified ad: 

Cost: First 15 words = $ 1 0 
.25 each additional word 

WANTED: SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Modern and contemporary 
design furniture, lighting and 
decorative arts. Herman Miller, 
Knoll, Dunbar, Tommi Parz
inger, Hans Wegner, Charak 
Modern, Paul Evans, Vladi
mir Kagan, Directional, Thayer 
Coggin, George Nakashima, etc. 
One piece or entire estate. (401) 
935-0910. 

Print or type your ad and send with payment (check 
payable to Jewish Voice & Herald) to 

130 Sessions Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Number of insertions: __________ _ I BUY BOOKS 
Fiction, poetry, history, aca

demia, military, arts, photogra
phy, old medical, etc. Call ( 401) 
421-2949. 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be polished. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, jew
elry, etc. 30 years - same loca-

DISHWASHER Name _______________ _ 

K-9 CONTAINMENT & TRAINING 
Underground Dog Fencing 

Dog Training 

Dependable 
Results 

942-DOGS 
www.conlainandtrain.com 

Invisible 
Protedion 

,;. ..... ,-:"'t. 
SK-91· ·· ..... _ .. .: 

---------------------
MEMORY BOOKS 

J.he 9ifi of !Jl(emories 
~-
,. ~ 
'~i Your family stories, 

photos, or letters presented 
in a beautiful custom book. 

J/eirloom 2300.ks 

PLUMBING FIXTURES & SUPPLIES 

Sh,le al Discounted Prices 
The Largest Bath 

Showroom in Rhode Island 
Fall River, MA ~ 

1-508-675-7433 i>atltsplaslt 
Plainville, MA 

1-508-843-1300 

I FREEWAY DRIVE 
CRANSTON, RI 
401-467-0200 
800-838-1119 

Hyannis, MA 
1-508-775-4115 

LW·@M·fol 
Over 6,000 square feet of 

bath fixtures, faucets and 11ccessories 
~) ~~~~~H'?.~G K SUPPLYCO INC 

ALMOST NEW - Bosch 
built-in dishwasher. Used for one 
month.Call for details 401-816-
0262 after 7 p.m. New $700, 
will sell for $400. 

Address ---------------City ______ State: ___ Zip 
Phone: _______________ _ 

MEDICAL - DENTISTRY 

General, Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry 

Serving the Community Since 1968 

Michael L. Rubinstein, DDS 
Robert J. Ducoff, DMD 

Mabra B. Rubinstein, DDS 

+v~~:t~ross ~--· Dol,.o-.,JMn....hl...! 

~ OMetLite· 
New Pa1ie111s Welcome • Emergencies Seen Promp1/y 

~ 861-4358 ' 
362 Ives Street, Providence 

(Easr Side - Comer of Warerman Srr~c, near Wayland Square) 
Privarc Parking ar Rear of Office 

STAFFING SOLUTIONS 

33 College Hill Road I Sharon.teich@todays.com 
Suite29A 401·823-7100 

Warwick, RI 02886 www.todays.com 
401·823-7103 FAX 

lb:AL ESTATE 

HA1 MG COMMERCIAL 
Commercial Real Estate Services, Worldwide 

Daniel T. Feiner 
Vice President 

Office: (401) 751-3200 
Fax: (401) 751-2871 
Email : dan@mgcommercial.com 
Web Site: www.mgcommercial.com 

tel.: 401.273.-1900 
cell: 401.617.2220 
fax: 401.274.3106 

Commerciol I Residential 
R<•al £s1orc Brokerage 

Dara Raisner 
SALES AGENT 

www.SignaturePropertiesRl.com 
dararaisner@hotrnail.Corn 

236 Broadway Providence RI 02903 
••uto -ni,g .- c.cMo.- - TU• N> onw. P - :ro,..,, .z.-rn -...n,- or .u •• 

TO PLACE YOUR 
BUSINESS CARD IN 

Frank Zasloff 
401-421-4111 

ext. 160 

OR 

Linda Gerstenblatt 
401-421-4111 

ext. 162 
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Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Brod
sky of Providence, Block Island 
and Jupiter, Fla., announce the 
engagement of their son Adam 
Michael Brodsky to D ana 
Michelle Levin of Chicago. 
Dana is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Levin of North
brook, Ill. 

The future bridegroom is 

Hayley Elizabeth Gerstein 

Graduation 
LITTLE COMPTON

Hayley Elizabeth Gerstein, 
daughter of Lori and Ed Ger
stein, and granddaughter of 
Judith and Frank Kosofsky of 
Cranston, graduated from The 
Providence Country Day School 
with high honors. 

She participated in the 
Close-Up Foundation program 
in Washington D.C., a student 
exchange program in Ecuador, 
and was editor of the school 
newspaper and coxswain for the 
Narragansett Boat C lub. Her 
senior project was working at the 
Sakonnet Times. She will attend 
Sarah Lawrence College in New 
York in September, where she 
plans to major in journalism. 

Ph.D. awarded 
Henry Jeffrey Green, a 

graduate of Cranston West and 
the Worcester Polytechnic Insti
tute, received his doctor of phi
losophy from the Isenberg School 
of Management at the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. He 
received highest honors and was 
elected to Beta Gamma Sigma, 
the national honor society for 
students of business administra
tion. 

He is the son of Goldie 
Greene and the late Samuel 
Greene of Warwick 

Send us your Simchas 
Send to: voiceherald@jfri.org; 
Fax: 401-331-7961; Mail: Jewish 
Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions 
St., Providence, RI 02906. 

Engagement 

a 1999 graduate of The George 
Washington University. H e 
earned a bachelor of business 
administration degree from the 
School of Business with a con
centration in finance. Adam is 
currently employed by Balyasny 
Asset Management in Chicago 
where he is the head trader for 
Industrials, Energy and Metals. 

~ 

t_}uncluz& 
The future bride is a 2001 

graduate of The University of 
Arizona where she earned a bach
elor of fine arts degree with an 
emphasis in graphic design. Dana 
is the art director for Tangerine 
Promotions in Northbrook. 

They will be married in Chi
cago on June 24, 2006. 

Jerry Kritz, Al Killilea, and MT1 program coordinator Cherie Aiello 
pack books for underprivileged elementary school children. 

Mentoring mensch 

KINGSTON - Jerry Kritz not only financially supports the 
University of Rhode Island's Mentor/Tutor Internship (MTI) pro· 
gram; he recruits students for it. 

In 2002, Kritz asked his former professor and longtime friend, Al 
Killilea, how he could help URI's Political Science Department. The 
professor suggested funding the growing mentor program. Today, 
there are over 200 URI student-mentors in Rhode Island schools, 
offering children friendship and guidance. 

"These students are changing lives," Kritz enthuses. "Kids who 
were on the verge of dropping out have remained in school and gone 
on to college, and even become mentors." 

2% 
REAL ESTATE 

COMMISSIONS 
If we sell your property without another realtor® 

You Will Save Thousands! 
Oy. !:ueh a d~all 

For more details, visit our Website: 
myfullservicerealty.com 

or call 
Lee for a FREE home evaluation 

639-4485 
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Mazal Tov 

Birth 
Steven and Michelle Parenteau of Cranston announce the birth 

of their son, Noah Evan. Noah was born on June 27 in Providence. 
His Hebrew name is Noah Elijah in memory of his rwo great-grand
mothers, Nelly and Eileen. Noah joins his three-year-old twin broth
ers Tristan and Jacob. 

Muw-M,woN DOLLAR PROOU(ER 
SERVING RI FDR 2 5 YEARS 

Real Estate~ 
MASTERS, Inc. 

SERVICE BEYOND VouR EXPECTATIONS 

Office: 401-738-1130 x 105 

Home: 401-884-6426 

E-mail: sales@remastersri.com 

1313 JEFFERSON BOULEVARD 
WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02886 

[B StAteWtde 
MLS 
Re.1ltors8 

We Have Created a Destination for Women Golfers of all Skill levels. 

r ~f~ers ~ Th,O" oS<opWom,"',Gol!Shop 

~ 

Lessoras 
for All! 

Come\~ a~d see 
our se\eet\o~ of 
womev<s appare\ 

a~d equ\pme~t 
Owned and operated by 

Women for Women 

Co1Me iti atid 
~egister to witi 
a F~££ Lessoti 

Hoults: 

11,•"1•Y·Frt411y 
10,.,,,_ ·s,.,,,_ 

9,tura•y 
,o •. ,,,_ ·Bp.,,,_ 

9unaay 
10 • ..,_ - 3p,.,_ 

Located on Rt.6 - next to Job Lot in Seekonk 
508-336-6607 or 800-720-6607 
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Obituaries 
Florence Black, 87 

SAUNDERSTOWN
Florence Black, 87, died July 20. 
She was the wife of the late Irving 
Black. Born in Brooklyn, N.Y, a 
daughter of the late Harry and 
Beatrice (Sackoff) Friedman, she 
had lived in Hallandale, Fla., for 
22 years before moving to Rhode 
Island five years ago. She was a 
teacher's aide in the New York 
City Public School System for 25 
years, retiring 24 years ago. 

Mrs. Black was a member of 
the Parent-Teacher Organization 
and the Friedman Family Circle. 
She was a den leader for the Cub 
Scouts. She was an avid reader 
and loved to do arts and crafts, 
needlepoint and knitting. 

She was the mother of Dr. 
Richard Black of Saunderstown 
and the late Joel Dorfman, and 
the sister of Doris Camp and the 
late Robert Friedman. Mrs. Black 
also leaves seven grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 

Burial was at Mt. Golda 
Cemetery, Huntington Station, 
N.Y. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Creutzfeldt-Jakob Founda
tion. 

Elisabeth Olarlesworth, 59 
PAWTUCKET-Elisabeth 

S. "Betsy" Charlesworth, 59, 
died recently. She was the wife of 
David Charlesworth. They were 
married for 10 years. Born in East 
Orange, N .J., she was a daughter 
of the late Abraham and Arlene 
(Lenhoff) Simon. 

She was a registered nurse 
at University Otolaryngology for 
five years, previously at Mental 
Health Services of Johnston for 
five years, retiring in 2004. 

She was a graduate of the 
University of Rhode Island, earn
ing a bachelor of science degree 
in nursing. She was a member 
of Hadassah. She was a former 
facilitator for the Northern R.l. 
Breast Cancer support group. 

She leaves one son, David 
Butler of Pawtucket; three step
children, Darrell Charlesworth 
of Foxboro, Mass., Christy Flint 
of Randolph, Vt., and Leslie 
Cozzolino of Coral Springs, Fla.; 
one brother, Samuel E. Simon of 
Lexington, Mass.; two sisters, 
Deborah Simon Patrucker of 
Mine Hill, N.J., and Sara Simon 
Goldberg of Lincoln; and two 
grandchildren, Kendra and Wil
liam. 

Burial was at Swan Point 
Cemetery, Providence. 

Contributions may be made 
to Home and Hospice Care of 
RI, 169 George St., Pawtucket, 
RI 02860. 

Frances Dress, 87 
VIRGINIA BEACH, 

Va.-Frances E . Dress, 87, of 
Virginia Beach, Va., formerly of 
Providence, died July 27. She was 
the wife of Joseph Dress. They 
were married for 63 years. A life-

long Providence resident before 
recently moving to Virginia 
Beach, she was a daughter of the 
late Hyman and Rose (Herskov
itz} Malachowsky. 

She was a receptionist at 
Rhode Island H ospital for 16 
years, retiring in 1982. 

Mrs. Dress was a life 
member of the Women's Assoc. 
of the former Jewish Home for 
the Aged and a former member 
of the Majestic Senior Guild. 

She leaves one son, Hyman 
Dress of Virginia Beach, Va.; 
three daughters, Idelle Dress and 
Esta Karp, both of Cranston, and 
Annette Dress of Warwick; one 
brother, Joseph Mal of North 
Providence; and four grandchil
dren, Joshua, Jeffrey, Robert, and 
Rachel. She was the sister of the 
late Abraham and Leo Mal and 
Anna Grossman. 

Contributions in her memory 
may be made to Crohn's and 
Colitis Foundation of America, 
386 Park Ave. S., 17'h floor, New 
York, NY 10016-8804 or Beth 
Shalom Nursing H ome, 6401 
Auburn Drive, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23464. 

Leonard Engle, 78 
PALM BEACH, Fla.

Leonard M. Engle, 78, of Palm 
Beach, Fla., formerly of Ken
nebunk, Maine, and Providence, 
died July 21. H e was the husband 
of the late Joan (Hassenfeld} 
Engle.He was born in Providence 
and was the son of the late Joseph 
and Ida (Schwartz) Engle. 

Mr. Engle attended Provi
~ dence College and 
~ served in the U.S. Navy 

during World War II, 
stationed in Italy. 

He began his career as a juve
nile furniture salesman. He then 
worked for Hasbro for over 40 
years until his retirement in 1990 
as its corporate vice president for 
worldwide procurement. 

He was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, Congregation Beth 
David in Narragansett, Temple 
Sha'are Zedek and Touro Syna
gogue. He was a Mason with 
Redwood Lodge. He was also a 
member of the Breakers Coun
try Club in Palm Beach, Fla., 
and Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, Mass. 

Mr. Engle was a supporter of 
many civic and charitable orga
nizations including The Miriam 
Hospital, the Jewish Federation 
of R.l. and Camp JORI. 

He leaves two sons, Jim and 
his wife, Robin, and Rick and 
his wife, Mary, of Providence; a 
daughter,Judith and her husband, 
Stephen Clifford, of Boston; six 
grandchildren, Jason, Jeffrey, 
Bradley, Sarah and Dana Engle 
and Marion Clifford; and one 
brother, Melvin Engle of Provi
dence. He was the brother of the 
late Robert Engle . 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery. 

Contributions can be made 
to the Joan and Leonard Engle 
Family Fund at Hasbro Chil
dren's H ospital or the Oncology 
Dept., c/o Miriam Hospital, 
Providence. 
Esther Levin, 84 

WELLFLEET, Mass.-
Esther C . Levin, 84, died July 18. 
Born in Woonsocket, Mrs. Levin 
was the daughter of the late Mary 
(Steinberg) Cutler and Morris 
Cutler, who had emigrated from 
Russia in the early 1900s. 

Her husband, Zel Levin, also 
of Woonsocket, was the former 
city editor of 7he Woonsocket Call. 
Together, in the early 1950s, Mr. 
and Mrs. Levin launched the 
weekly Sunday Star newspaper in 
Woonsocket, which ran for five 
years. The couple retired to Well
fleet in 1986. 

Mrs. Levin graduated from 
Boston University in 1941 with a 
degree in journalism and worked 
as a reporter for 7he Providence 
j ournal and 7he Woonsocket Call. 
She married Zel Levin in 1947 
and had two daughters, Jessie and 
Elise. While raising a family, she 
began a second career as a social 
worker, earning a master's degree 
from the Smith College School 
for Social Work in 1968. 

For the following 18 years, 
Mrs. Levin was employed 
as a clinical social worker at 
Butler Hospital in Providence. 
Mrs. Levin was a life-long Dem
ocrat and active in a variety of 
cultural, political and community 
affairs, including being the co
leader of a stroke recovery group 
for seniors in Wellfleet for many 
years until her illness. 

She was an ardent animal 
lover, and she adored her two Sia
mese cats, Angus and Samantha. 
Her interests encompassed art, 
literature, travel, environmental 
and social issues, and antiques. 

Her Jewish heritage had great 
meaning for her. 

Mrs. Levin leaves her hus
band Zel; her daughters Elise 
(Levin) Freedman and Jessie 
(Levin) Birckhead of Bethlehem, 
Pa.; two granddaughters, Lindsay 
Birckhead of Boston and Lauren 
Birckhead of Bethlehem, Pa.; 
and her sister, Gertrude Cutler of 
New York City. 
Phyllis Mofson, 43 

CRANSTON - Phyllis 
Anne Mofson, 43, an environ
mental consultant, died July 25. 
She was the wife of Terence Sul
livan. She was born in Brook
lyn, N.Y., a daughter of Sheila 
(Freundlich) Mofson and the late 
Edward Mofson. 

She graduated from Amherst 
College and received her master's 
degree from the Georgetown 
School of Foreign Service and the 
University of Maryland, and her 
doctorate from the University of 
Maryland. She was an environ
mental and land use consultant. 

Besides her husband and 
mother, she leaves two sons, Eli 
and Jonas; and a sister, Marcia 
Mofson. 

Contributions may be made 
to Fourth Floor Oncology 
Nurses, Women's Oncology Inte
grative Care Program, or Fourth 
Floor Oncology Patient's Fund 
at Women & Infants Hospital, 
Providence, RI. 

Joel Pressman, 78 
CRANSTON-Joel M. 

Pressman, 78, a retired comp
troller, died July 20. He was the 
husband of Sally (Kabalkin} 
Pressman. They were married for 
51 years. Born in Providence, a 
son of the late Max and Annie 
(Ripsman} Pressman, he lived in 
Cranston for 43 years. He was a 
comptroller for Brite Industries 
for several years and Art Mold 
Products for 25 years, retiring in 
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1988. 
He was a 1948 graduate of 

• 
Bryant College and 
was a Navy veteran of 
WW II, serving state
side. Mr. Pressman was 

a member of Temple Torat Yis
rael, Sackin-Shocket Post of the 
Jewish War Veterans, the Rhode 
Island Public Accountants 
Association, and Touro Frater
nal Association, where he was 
a board member and chairman 
of the cemetery committee. Mr. 
Pressman was a former member 
of Crestwood Country Club, and 
an avid golfer. 

He leaves two daughters, 
Ellen Freeman, and her husband, 
Richard, of Sharon, and Rhonda 
Pack, and her husband, Robert, 
of Middletown, Conn.; a sister, 
Sarah Girshoff of State College, 
Pa.; and two grandchild ren,Jared 
and Lauren. He was the brother 
of the late Jack Pressman. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the American 
Cancer Society, 222 Richmond 
St., Providence, RI 02903 or 
Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park 
Ave., Cranston, RI 02905. 

Norman D. lilies, 84 
PROVIDENCE-Norman 

Donald Tilles, 84, president of 
Tarlov-Tilles Group Insurance 
Agency, died July 19. He was the 
husband of Florence (Trinkel) 
Tilles. 

Born in Baltimore, the son of 
Ellis and Lillian (Morganstein) 
Tilles, he graduated from the 
University of Maryland in 1941 
with a bachelor of science degree. 
He attended the University of 
Maryland Law School for one 

-

year, and then he left to 
serve in WW II as a 1st 
Lt. in the 8th Air Force. 
In his later years, he was 

a member of the Brown Univer
sity Learning Community. 

See Till.ES, next page 
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Mr. Tilles had a long his
tory of service to both Jewish 
and civic communal affairs. H e 
was a founder, treasurer and 
vice president of Trinity Rep
ertory Company. H e presided 
over many humanitarian orga
nizations; among them are the 
Hebrew Immigration Aid Soci
ety (HIAS), the Jewish Federa
tion of R.I., Arts Rhode Island, 
and the Temple Beth-El Broth
erhood. He acted as chairman of 
the Rhode Island State Council 
of the Arts and the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Com
mittee. 

Mr. Tilles served on many 
committees and boards of direc
tors, including the Rhode Island 
Select Committee on Race and 
Police Community Relations, 
the Rhode Island State Advi
sory Committee to the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission, and 
the president of Roger Williams 
Lodge B'nai B'rith. H e also served 
as the national commander of the 
Jewish W ar Veterans. 

Besides his wife of 60 years, 
he is survived by his three chil
dren, Barry Tilles of Norwell, 
Mass., D onna Tilles Stahl of 
West Roxbury, M ass., and Sandra 
Tilles of Whitethorn, Calif.; his 
two grandchildren, two great
grandchildren and his sister, Jane 
Gensler, of Pikesville, Md. 

Contributions may be made 
to The Norman Tilles Endow
ment Fund, c/o Jewish Federation 

From page 13 

tured the area in 145 C.E. 
Haggai Huberman - who 

has written extensively on the 
history of Jewish settlement in 
Gaza over the centuries and is 
writing a history of the Jews in 
Gush Katif - maintains that 
the Jews who lived there always 
considered themselves residents 
of the Land of Israel. 

Ancient synagogue 
He says that Jews have lived 

on and off in Gaza since the time 
of Roman rule, their settlement 
following a pattern of expulsion 
during times of war and conquest 
and return during more peaceful 
periods. The remains of an ancient 
synagogue found in Gaza date to 
around 508 C.E. Its mosaic floor, 
unearthed by archaeologists, 
is now displayed in the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. 

There reportedly was a large 
Jewish community living in the 
area when the Muslims invaded 
in the seventh century. The Jews 
were noted for their skills as 
farmers and for making wine in 
their vast vineyards. After the 
Spanish Inquisition in 1492, 
some Spanish and Portuguese 
Jews fled to Gaza. They aban
doned the area when Napoleon's 

of RI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence, RI 02906; The Norman 
Tilles New Immigrant Schol
arship Award, c/o HIAS, 333 
Seventh Ave., NY, NY 10001 or 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
W ashington St., Providence, RI 
02903. 
Peter Traugott, 78 

PROVIDENCE-Pete r 
Traugott, 78, died July 19. He 
was the husband ofHarriet (Gold) 
Traugott. They were married for 
54 years. Born in Germany, a 
son of the late Franz and Bianca 
(Streit) Traugott, he had lived in 
Providence for over 60 years. He 
was a claims investigator at Equi
fax, retiring in 1988. 

H e was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, and was a member 
and former board member of 
Touro Fraternal Association. 
After retirement, he earned a 
bachelor of arts degree with dis
tinction at URI in political sci
ence and a master of arts degree 
in history at Providence College. 

He was an Army veteran of 
~ both WWII, serving 
I~ in the European The-

atre, and the Korean 
War. Mr. Traugott participated 
in post-WWII atomic testing 
in the South Pacific. He later 
joined the Rhode Island National 
Guard, and at retirement was the 
highest ranking non-commis
sioned officer. 

H e leaves a son, Charles 
Traugott, and his wife, Sandy, 
of Sylvania, Ohio; a daughter, 
Robin Gersten, and her husband, 

army marched through but later 
returned in the early 1800s. 

When the first wave of 
Zionist settlers arrived in the 
region at the end of the 19th 
century, a group of 50 families 
moved to Gaza City. According 
to Huberman, they established 
good relations with local Arabs. 
The settlers stayed until they 
wore expelled in 1914 - along 
with Gaza's entire Arab popula
tion - by the Ottoman Turks 
during World War I. The Jews 
returned in 1920. But ten
sions simmered with Arab 
and Jewish nationalisms on 
the rise, and- the relations with 
local Arabs began to sour, Huber
man said. 

The major Jewish presence in 
Gaza on the eve oflsrael's W ar of 
Independence in 1948 was a kib
butz called Kfar Darom, set up 
in 1946. It was evacuated during 
the war and was among the first 
places to be resettled by Jews after 
1967. lnitially inhabited by Israeli 
soldiers from the Nahal brigade, 
it soon evolved into one of several 
civilian settlements established 
in the 1970s as the settler move
ment gained strength. 

Gary, of Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.; 
and four grandchildren, Jay, Kari, 
Bethany and Kayla. 

Burial with military honors 
took place at Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. Contributions 
may be made to the Miriam H os
pital Oncology Center or Philip 
Hulitar Inpatient Center. 
Murray Zaretsky, 67 

CRANSTON-Murray 
Zaretsky, 67, died July 17. H e 
had lived in Cranston for the past 
35 years, and was the husband 
of Margaret 'Maggie' (Stewart) 
Zaretsky for the past 36 years. 
Born in Manhattan, a son of the 
late O scar and Jennie (Kesner) 
Zaretsky, he lived most of his life 
in Rhode Island. 

H e received his bachelor of 
arts degree in 1959 from the Uni
versity of Rhode Island, and his 
law degree in 1964 from Loyola 
University Law School. He was 
an attorney for the U.S. Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs for 38 
years, before retiring in 2004 as 
Assistant Regional Counsel, a 
position he held for 10 years. His 
career included chairmanship 
of the Office of General Coun
sel Nonprofit Research Corpo
rations Law Panel from 1998 
to 2000. He earned numerous 
achievement awards for his dedi
cated service to the United States 
government. 

He had been a member of 
Temple Sinai for the past 25 
years. H e was a past member of 
Valley Country Club and Ledge
mont Country Club, winning the 
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Ledgemont Club championship 
in 1957 and 1958. 

He leaves three sons, Adam 
of Marina de! Rey, Calif., Eric 
and his wife, Renu, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and Kevin and his wife, 
Andrea, of Passau, Germany; 
one granddaughter, Melina; a 
brother, Edward Zaretsky of 
Seekonk; and a sister, Beatrice 
Goldberg of Boynton Beach, Fla. 

Burial was in Swan Point Cem
etery, Providence. 

Contributions may be made 
to Home & Hospice Care of RI, 
169 George St., Pawtucket, RI 
02860 or Temple Sinai Beauti
fication Fund, 30 Hagen Ave., 
Cranston, RI 02920. 

can table with a choice of seven 
starters and desserts and about 
15 main courses - is because 
of the particular circumstances 
of having servants in the home, 
allowing the house,;"ife to be as 
extravagant as that. 

Also being unearthed for 
inclusion are menus of women's 
Zionist balls of days gone by 
- events that were the highlight 
of the social calendar in the small 
country towns, Schwartz says. 

"The Afrikaners went there 
not for the music and dancing, 
but to be well fed ," he laughs. 

Chef and cookbook editor Oded Schwartz, right, guides Tanya Jacobs 
and Florrie Cohen in making a cheese-filled dish. 

Irene Friedland, a project 
researcher, says a "huge" number 
of local recipe books from the 
1950s onwards were produced, 

taking them to the Gardens Syn
agogue to be slaughtered. 

"W e really need food memo
ries and we would like the coop
eration of the Jewish community 
throughout the country as well 
as former South Africans living 
overseas," he says. 

The Jewish community here 
has strong Lithuanian roots. 
Schwartz says he has identified a 
"special Jewish cooking style'' in 
South Africa that is not present 
anywhere else. "1l1e Jews come 
from a rather narrow ethnic 

background." ; particularly from these rural 
The fact that the community communities. 

lives in the Southern H emisphere "What for us is like gold, is 
also contributes to the unique/ what women who arrived here in 
food culture. the 1880s brought with them," 

The traditional Rosh Hasha- she says. "Many of them were 
nah fruit is served on Pesach illiterate and what they brought 
because that is when they are in with them was in their heads 
season. The wine for Pesach is - it wasn't written down." 
made from fresh grapes instead "Testings and Tastings" are 
of the traditional raisins used being held in an effort to elicit 
in the rest of the Diaspora. The community involvement and 
classic 'mock crayfish' is a South contributions to the project. 
African invention, as is the word Individuals who have recipes 
'kitke' for challah. to contribute to the book can e-

"Also, the way that you serve mail them to cjsa@icon.co.za. 
meals- this luscious South Afri-
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:MyYoice 
Revisiting Jewish life in Buenos Aires 

By Herb Leshinsky 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina - I lived and worked in Buenos 

Aires off and on for eight years - from the 1960s to about 1980- in 
good times and in the horrific time following President Juan Peron's 
rule, with terrorism, kidnappings, bombs and a military coup. (Person 
was president from 1946-'55 and from 1973-'74.) However, the Jewish 
community was not particularly affected by all that. While I lived 
there, I experienced no acts of anti-Semitism. The Jewish community 
thrived and prospered, and several important government posts were 
held by Jews. I have kept close ties with Argentine friends in the inter
vening years, and have visited several times. 

Despite the post-Peron upheavals, I acquired a genuine affection 
for the A~gentine people, Buenos Aires and the Jewish community 
there. In those years, there were some 50 Orthodox synagogues in 
Buenos Aires alone, plus the first Reform Temple in Buenos Aires 
founded by New York Rabbi Marshall Mayer. (Now there are many 
Conservative and Reform synagogues in addition to Orthodox.) 

The entire atmosphere of Buenos Aires changed dramatically with 
the twin bombings of the Israeli Embassy in 1992 and the Jewish Com
munity Center (AMIA-Asociacion Mutual Israeli Argentina) in 1994. 
Both attacks were perpetrated by Hezbollah and local terrorists. In the 
AMIA bombing alone, about 100 people were killed and many more 
were injured and maimed. The Argentine Jewish community, shocked 
by these attacks and fearful of rising anti-Semitism, left Argentina in 
sizable numbers. With the renewal of prosperous and peaceful times, 
and no overt instances of anti-Semitism in several years, many Jewish 
families have now returned. 

Better times 
As an indication of better times for the Jews, the recently elected 

governor of the province of Tucuman, Jose Alperovich, a practicing 
Jew, swore his oath of office on the Tanach. The former president of the 
Central Bank of Argentina, Dr. Mario Blecter, a Buenos Aires Jew, 
studied economics at Jerusalem's Hebrew University. And a Jew, Jose 
Nestor Pekerman, was named coach of the country's national soccer 
team, to cite a few Jews in high positions. 

My son and I visited Buenos Aires in May. The original Israeli 
embassy has been reconstructed but stands empty as a lasting memo
rial. The new embassy is located in the Jewish sector of the city. 

The "Gran Temple Liberatad" now has a huge iron gate and a 
booth in front for security. I remember attending Shabbat services 
there and never being concerned with security issues. 

A wall of the AMIA building is covered with the first names of the 
innocent people, Jewish and Christian, who perished in that bombing. 
Cement bulwarks are situated in front of the reconstructed building, 
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--The destruction 

Photos reprinted wit h permission of Gente magazine. 

TERRORISM IN ARGENTINA-Above, this photo from ente an Argentina magazine, shows the destruc· 
tion, by a terrorist car bomb, in 1994 of the Argentine-Israeli Mutual Association building in downtown 
Buenos Aires, the seven-story headquarters of the Jewish community in Argentina. It came two years 
after the 1992 terrorist bombing of the Israeli Embassy (inset) there. 

with armed security guards on 
both sides. We were not allowed to 
enter. (The Yiddish Book Center 
in Amherst, Mass., has been coor
dinating with AMIA in restoring 
the huge Yiddish/Hebrew library, 
which was destroyed in the bomb
ing.) 

We also visited two syna
gogues in Plaza Once, which I had 
frequented when I lived in Buenos 
Aires; one Ashkenazic and the 
other Sephardic. At the Ashke
nazic synagogue, we experienced 
the same as at the AMIA build
ing: the large cement bulwarks, 
security guards and no possibility 
of entering. 

At the Sephardic synagogue, 
the same protective devices were 
in place. By sheer happenstance, I 
recognized one of the men stand
ing by the door. We were allowed 
to enter the beautiful sanctuary 
which was in the process of being 
refurbished. The congregation 

consists of about 1500 families . 

I asked about the Jewish com
munity and was told that the cli
mate was much safer but that our 
people must remain vigilant. The 
comment was, "We will never 
forget!" I inquired about the size 
of the community in Buenos Aires 
and was informed that there are 
presently between 250,000 and 
300,000 Jews. 

As I walked along Plaza 
Once, it seemed that every second 
store was a Jewish business and 
people seemed perfectly at ease 
going about their activities. I 
saw many Orthodox Jews in the 
streets, with their lange poises, tsit
ses and kepahs. 

Another day I rented a car and 
driver to visit the large Ashkenazic 
cemetery, Tablada, located about 
a half hour from Buenos Aires. I 
was accompanied by Regina, the 
widow of an old friend who was 

buried there. I said Kaddish for 
four particularly close friends. As 
we drove back to the city, I asked 
Regina about her sense of the 
community. She replied, "Herb, 
let's talk about it when we're 
alone." She later confirmed that 
life was much better but that "we 
must remain alert." 

But then there's my dear 
friend, Eduardo Rosenberg, who 
owns two large ranches outside of . 
Buenos Aires and a very nice home 
in town. Eduardo is a wealthy man 
and an Argentine citizen in every 
sense. He expresses no concern. 

I love Argentina and espe
cially Buenos Aires, with the 
rhythmic beat of the tango, the 
street smell of carne asada, (roast
ing beef) vino tinto. (red wine), 
empanadas, and, most of all, the 
people. 

Herb Leshinsky is a resident of 
Providence. 
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CAMPER BEN MAIDEN, above, 
contemplates his next activity at 
Camp JORI. 

AT THE JCC 
BASEBALL CAMP 

JOSH ROSENBAUM, left, is up 
at bat during a recent visit from 
former Red Sox player Sam Hom, 
bottom left, who catches a fiy ball 
to the amazement of Sam Malkin 
and John Ponte. 

Photos by Josh Korr 
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Community 

Touro's annual reading of Washington's letter 
NEWPORT - Touro 

Synagogue Foundation will hold 
the annual reading of George 
Washington's historic letter, 
"To the Hebrew Congregation 
at Newport" on Sunday, Aug. 
21, at 1 p.m. 

Civil rights activist and 
former Newport Mayor Paul 
Gaines, will present the keynote 
address and share his thoughts 
on the famous words penned by 
President George W ashington 

on Aug. 17, 1790 in response to 
an epistle he received from Moses 
Seixas, warden of the congrega
tion. 

Former Gov. Bruce Sund
lun will be master of ceremo
nies. Sonia Adelson Klein, a life 
long resident of Newport, whose 
father was a former past president 
of the congregation and uncle a 
co-founder of The Society of 
Friends ofTouro Synagogue, will 

read the Moses Seixas letter. M. 
Therese Antone, R.S.M., Presi
dent of Salve Regina University, 
will read George Washington's 
letter. 

The First Church of Christ 
Scientist, located at 100 Touro 
St., will host this year's ceremony 
as restoration work continues at 
Touro Synagogue. Cantor Fred 
Scheff of Temple Shalom will 
provide music for this year's cer-

emony and the Artillery Com
pany of Newport will present the 
colors. Father Paul Koumrian 
of Trinity Church will offer the 
invocation and Rabbi Morde
chai Eskowivitz of Congregation 
Jeshuat will conclude the pro
gram offering the benediction. 

During the ceremony, Elliot 
Slom, son of Aaron and Rita 
Slom, will present the Slom 
Scholarship Award. The annual 
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award provides one $500col
lege scholarship for high school 
seniors. 

The George Washington 
Letter Reading Ceremony is 
part of a three-day weekend of 
events. For additional infor
mation, contact Robin Kauff
man at the Touro Synagogue 
Foundation at 401-847-4794 or 
robin@tourosynagogue.org or 
visit www.tourosynagogue.org. 

NATION 

Ex-A/PAC 
chief joins 
Federation 
in Calif. 

SAN FRANCISCO OTA) 
The San Francisco-based 

Jewish Community Federation 
recently hired Tom Dine as chief 
executive. Dine, who has lived 
in Prague for rhe last eight years 
as the president of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, will offi
cially take over at the federation 
in November. 

While the federation's annual 
fund-raising haul has hovered in 
the millions-between the high 
teens and low 20s-for the past 
15 years, the number of donors 
has slid from a high of roughly 
18,000 to fewer than 12,000. 

With that in mind, Dine, 
who will start work in Novem
ber, believes he and the federa
tion have "our work cut out for us. 
If his track record holds, there'll 
be plenty ofchanges . When Dine 
took the reins of AIPAC in 1980, 
the organization had 32 employ
ees, more than 15,000 members 
and a budget of S 1. 7 million. 
When he departed 13 years later, 
after numerous Oval Office meet
ings with several U.S. presidents, 
those numbers had swelled to 
158 employees, 55,000 members 
and a budget of $15 million. 

Perhaps the darkest moment 
in Dine's public life came with his 
departure from AIPAC in 1993. 

At the time, AIPAC's then
president, Steven Grossman, 
said Dine's comments were "so 
divisive and polarizing that they 
undercut his ability to lead." 

His job with the San Fran
cisco federation will be his first 
foray back into the organized 
Jewish community 'n a dozen 
years. "I'm setting my goals quite 
high," he said. "I hope I suc
ceed." 


