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Israel's Bedouins find themselves c 
By Jonathan Rubin 

# I in a tw~-part series 

ERICHO WADI- Jason Strauss, my fellow traveler, 
pulls the tent flap aside and steps in, leaving the arid 
Negev desert behind him. His guide speaks in Arabic to 
the Bedouin man inside, and Strauss is quickly greeted 

as enthusiastically as if he were home. A dozen naked children laugh 
and point at Strauss' pale skin from the corners of the tent; their 
father waves them away. 

As women prepare the food, the village elder led the Cranston 
visitor to the back of the tent, where, on the dirt floor, rests a televi
sion set with rabbit ears, attached to a running car engine that powers 
it. 

"Want to watch Dynasty?" the Bedouin man asks politely in 
Arabic. 

The 110,000 Bedouins of Israel's Negev desert arc a study in 
contrasts, a boy riding a camel but calling on a cell phone; a father 
who contemplates sending his daughter to college but insists that she 
be ritually circumcised (by her mother) before marriage. 

In 2003, Jason and I spent a brief time in the Negev desert as 
part of a Jewish Federation of Rhode Island Campaign Mission. The 
jeep pounded its way across the rocky terrain, and eventually came to 
a large tent with opened sides. American Jews sat beneath the shade, 
listening to a presentation about cultivating the Negev. 

The deserts of southern Israel, places of great pride before the 
kibbutzniks of the 20th century started socialistic agricultural com
munities there, have been largely ignored by the general Israeli popu
lation for decades in favor of larger cities. However, Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon has long made public his desire to cultivate and popu
late the sprawling Negev, and so the Bedouins have received increas
ing attention in the press of late. Most of the news is not positive. 

I wandered away from the presentation and walked over to few 
thin Bedouin men, all smiles, with harsh sunlight glinting off their 
mahogany skin. They made Turkish coffee out of a grinder that, 
according to my guide, is the same style that has been used since 
biblical times. I couldn't help but wonder who exactly are these Bed
ouins, and how do they fit into a place like Israel? 

Military service 
Most Israelis know of Bedouins from their reputations as expert 

and loyal trackers in the Israeli military. Bedouins served in Haga
nah units that protected fledging Jewish communities before the 
Israeli state was born, and now serve in desert areas and in southern 
Gaza. Many Israeli detachments in southern Israel have at least one 
Bedouin scout, according to Shlomi Akiva, an Israeli who formerly 
served in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) in the Negev and the Sinai 
Peninsula and is go-to person for many Bedouin tribes. 

He said that Bedouins use their innate desert skills (known 

A BEDOUIN man sits astride his camel in Israel's Negev desert. 

by some in the army as "Bedouin CPS") to track individuals and 
vehicles through the desert regions, where munitions, explosives 
and drugs are smuggled into Israel. They also gather a great deal 
of intelligence, and arc actively used by the MOSSAD, Israel's elite 
intelligence agency. 

Nomads 
Bedouin traditions struggle to keep pace with a modern world. 

Statistics show that only 30 percent of Bedouins would prefer to live 
as farmers and herders in the desert. A mere 10 percent actually live 
it, according to Ben Gurion University. 

. .,. ~·-, ~ Those Bedouins that choose 
to keep to a traditional life face 
other challenges that beset many 
pastoral cultures today; their 
decentralized and fragmented 
communities make the distribu
tion of services difficult and cen
suses are unreliable for a people 
on the move. Land deeds and 
written documents don't exist, 
and tax collections are extremely 
difficult. Their decentralized 
social structure leaves them in 
poor condition to adapt to Israel's 
democratic and bureaucratic 
society. 

:-,. ., 

STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND - Jason Strauss, right, of Cranston, is given a "kafia" to wear as a 
symbol of hospitality during his visit to a Bedouin village in the West Bank. Pictured center is Shlomo 
Akiva, and at left is a Bedouin chief. Photo courtesy of Jason Strauss 

Bedouins are an oral society 
which is traditionally illiterate; 
they frown on spending money 
on modern medicine, and the 
health service they receive from 
mobile clinics is often under 
utilized. 

Some Israeli experts say 
that many of these problems are 
unavoidable. "Nomadic peoples 
and governments don't live in 
peace with each other. .. whether 
it is in Africa, the Middle East, 

Asia or even in Scandinavia," 
said Avinoam Meir, a professor 
of geography at Ben-Gurion 
University, in an interview with 
JTA. 

Severe challenges 
Tent communities move 

based on weather and grazing 
conditions. In 1948 Bedouins 
were moved to an area in the 
northern part of the Negev in 
order to provide veterinary ser
vices to their animals and stem 
mutton importation. The Bed
ouins, however, charged that 
the land had inferior grazing 
potential. 

Israel also attempted to 
create townships for the Bed
ouins to inhabit - this project 
was a dismal failure. A recent 
study by the Regional Council 
of Unrecognized Villages in 
the Negev declared that the 
townships Israel created to help 
the rural Bedouins adapt to a 
modern lifestyle are "socially, 
economically and politically dys
functional, ranking as the most 
disadvantaged settlements in 
Israel by a significant margin." 

Israel received much bad 
press about Bedouin-established 
towns like Rahat, where 65 per
cent of the population lives below 
the poverty line and crime and 
drug use are rampant. Most resist 
institutionalized living and don't 
fare much better - they settle 
instead into nine unrecognized, 
illegal townships, sometimes 
living in tin shacks in greatly 
overcrowded conditions. These 
70,000 Bedouins live in vir
tual isolation, lacking access to 
electricity, paved roads, sewage, 
clean water, public transporta
tion or health services. 

Human rights groups have 
asserted that many Bedouins 
are being treated as "second class 
citizens." At Ramat Chovev, the 
village is surrounded by a toxic 
waste incinerator on one side, 
and a military testing ground on 
the other ( the Negev has been 
used for war games by the IDF 
for years). 

In 2001 an attempt was 
made by Israel's government to 
reorganize the townships, but 
it never became a reality. Con
tinued inactivity on behalf of 
the Bedouins is the equivalent 
of "a declaration of war against 
the Bedouin community," said 
Haim Oron, former minister 
with responsibility for Bedouin 
affairs. 

Due to the prohibition of 
contraception, the Bedouin 
population has increased tenfold 
since the establishment of the 
State. According a Ben-Gurion 
University study, they have the 
highest birthrate anywhere in the 

See BEDUOINS, page 19 
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ught in cultural, po · tical ueezes 
world. A dozen or more children is not unusual, and they are quickly 
put to work. 

Under Israeli rule Bedouins received a stipend for each child. 
Bedouins who now live in Palestinian Authority areas receive noth
ing, according to former Negev soldier Shlomi Akiva. In addition, 
Bedouins are sometimes subjected to harassment by the Palestinians 
and asked to abuse their relationship with Israel and aid the terror
ists; resistance is met with violence. 

s~ 
There are some reasons for optimism, however. Infant morality 

is still very high but seems to be decreasing. Israeli education has 
reduced Bedouin illiteracy from 95 percent to 25 percent, and funds 
have been funneled into the the Center for Bedouin Studies of the 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. This organization joins aca
demics with the Bedouin people, and conducts studies on behalf of 
the community. It has enabled Bedouin women, who are traditionally 
exempt from education, to pursue higher degrees for the first time. 

Land disputes - ugly scenarios where Israel's much-hated 
"green patrols" destroy unauthorized Bedouin buildings- have 
taken a serious step toward reconciliation; Attorney General Men
achem Mazuz gave his approval for a course oflsraeli-Bedouin land 
mediation just a few months ago, Ha'aretz reported. The mediation 
is backed by many U.S. Jewish foundations and is expected to take 
one to live years. 

"The government is worried about large tracts of land coming 
under Bedouin de facto ownership without the Bedouins bothering 
to pay for them," said Steven Plaut, author of The Scout, a book on 
Bedouin trackers. "Israel is not exactly land-rich." 

Ha'aretz and the/TA contributed to this report. 

Next issue: "Life in the desert." 

i 

Photo by Jay Strauss 

BEDOUIN WOMEN - A rare photo; traditionally Bedouin women 
are allowed to be photographed only inside their tent. 

WADI AL NA'AM - The squa lor of an unrecognized Bedouin village. 

is served from a wooden 
Mihbaj, which crushes 
coffee beans by hand. The 
pestle, which is nearly two 
feet long, also serves as a 
percussion instrument. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 19 
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dcu 
The white 

and blue flag 
of Israel was 
designed to 
represent a 
ta/lit Oewish 
prayer shawl). 

Charlotte Sheer The Star of 
David, origi

nally chosen by Theodor H erzl to 
represent the new Zionist move
ment, appears in the center of the 
flag. In modern Israel, the bright 
yellow sunflower is often used to 
represent its flourishing farm
lands and long growing season. 

This napkin holder project 
is decorated with two symbols of 
independent Israel. 

Level of difficulty: Interme
diate 
What you'll need: 

Cereal box 
Popsicle sticks 
6-8 whole cloves 
white or manila construction 

paper 
Yellow and green paper 
Tacky glue 
White and blue acrylic paint 
Small sponge cube 
Paintbrush 
Plastic lid for paint 
Scissors 
Utility knife (adult use only) 
What you'll do: 

1. Draw a horizontal line 
all the way around the box, 4 ½ 
inches up from the bottom. 

2. On the box back, draw 
a rainbow shape curving up from 
the line. 

3. Cut along the horizontal 
line on the box front ahd sides 
and along the rainbow curve on 

the back. Discard top half of 
box. 

4. Cover entire outside 
of box with white or manila 
paper. Glue in place and let 
dry. 

5. Sponge paint blue 
and/or white on all four sides. 

6. Cut 8-10 yellow 
flower petals, a green stem, 
and several leaves. 

Glue a sunflower design 
onto the curved side of the 
box. 

Glue cloves in the flower 
center. Let dry. 

7. Glue popsicle sticks* 
to form a "fence" in front of 
the sunflower and on the two 
box sides. Ask an adult to use 
the utility knife to cut shorter 
pieces as needed. 

8. Across the box front, glue 
popsicle sticks vertically and touch
ing one another. 

Let dry. Then, paint 
white. 

9. When white is dry, paint 
two blue horizontal stripes with a 
Star of David in between to repre
sent the flag oflsrael. 

• For younger children, use 
strips of colored paper instead of 
sticks to form the fence. 

Literacy connection: Israel 
is often referred to as the Jewish 
homeland and mothers link us to 
home and family. Talk about other 
things that symbolize "home" to 
you. What makes a house a home? 
How can someone feel "at home" 
in someplace other than his own 
house? What does it mean to be 
homeless and how do different cul-
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Charlotte Sheer of Foxboro 
writes a regular arts column for the 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 

" Better Best 11," mixed media by Riva Leviten. Pho1os co11rt<!.ff of U RJ Fti nJtein 

Leviten's healing art on display at URI 
PROVIDENCE - The life 

work of Providence artist Riva 
Leviten is on exhibit through 
May 27'h in the URI Feinstein 
Providence campus lobby gallery 
adjacent to the auditorium. The 
exhibit focuses on mental health 
issues, and deals directly with 
Alzheimer's disease, bi-polar 
disorder, depression and the use of 
art in healing. Leviten has worked 
in the field of art as healing. 

The exhibit also features the 

work of other local artists in the 
field of therapeutic art. 

On May 19, gallery night in 
Providence, there will be a music 
and poetry performance in the 
gallery from 5 to 9 p.m. 

The gallery is located in the 
first and second floor lobbies of 
the campus at 80 Washington St. 
Hours are Mon. to Thurs., 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.; Fri. and Sat., 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and is closed Sunday. 

The exhibit is free. 
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Hamlisch serenades 
crowd at Beth-El 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE - Composer Marvin Hamlisch seemed a 
very appropriate choice to kick off Temple Beth-El's 150th anni
versa ry celebration - after all, as Rabbi Leslie Gutterman pointed 
out, he wrote "The Way We Were." 

Seated at the piano, the Oscar-winner dazzled and entranced 
the 700-plus crowd at the temple May 3. When he wasn't playing 
or doing duets with Broadway tenor Stephen Lehew, Hamlisch 
had the audience in stitches with his innumerable anecdotes about 
growing up Jewish, composing, and Broadway productions. 

See HAMLISCH, page 9 

Photo by Jonatha n Rubin 

'HAMLISCH-ING' IT UP - Legendary composer Marvin Hamlisch 
de lighted a full house at Temple Beth-El on May 3, as part of the 
temple's 150th celebration. 

FBI probes worry AIPAC 
By Yehuda Lev 

This has not been a good 
spring season for American 
Jewish leaders. It is not the 
price of gasoline nor the delayed 
appearance of warm weather 
that are bringing worried looks 
to their faces. The sources of 
their concerns can be sum med 
up in two names: Larry 
Franklin and Jack Abramoff. 

Franklin is the mid-level 

Pentagon official who has been 
indicted on a charge of pass
ing along classified documents 
to two former top leaders of 
the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) 
- former leaders because they 
have been fired by the organiza
tion after weeks of indecision. 

Steve Rosen was AIPAC's 
policy director and Keith 

See AIPAC, page 11 

VISIT Venice's Jewish Ghetto. 
See page 17. 

-----------~--------------~--.... 

BEDOU INS of the Negev with a new R.I. buddy. 
See pages 18-19. 
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Bill at Brown 

m 

FORMER PRESIDENT Bill Clinton spoke to students at Brown University April 29. 
Photo by Mary Korr 

Clinton shares advice, anecdotes 
ByMary Korr 

PROVIDENCE 
Former President Bill Clinton 
had a quick bite to eat and a 
diet Coke before being intro
duced to a crowd of 4,400 in 
Brown University's M eehan 
auditorium April 29. 

The 42nd president of the 
United States had just fi nished 
autographing more than 700 
copies of his book, My Life, 
- including one in Hebrew 
- at the Brown Bookstore. 

Clinton was invited to the 
university by Seth Magaziner, 
class of 2006, who heads the 
Brown College Democrats. "I 
approached him through my 
father (Ira Magaziner), who 

' I looked at myself in the mirror one morning while I 
was shaving and thought: 'My God, I've become an 
NGO.' 

- President Clinton 

has worked for, him on and off 
for 13 years," Magaziner said . 
T he elder ·Magaziner was a 
senior adviser in the Clinton 
administration. 

"I've known this young man, 
and his brother and sister all their 
lives," Clinton said of the Maga
ziner family of Bristol. "H is father 
runs my international AIDS pro
gram. And his mother, Suzanne, 
has worked with us as well." 

Clinton came gratis, 
although some day, he said, he 

hopes Seth will be able to pro
cure him a good parking space in 
Washington D.C. 

When Clinton walked to 
the podium after an introduc
tion by Ruth Simmons, Brown's 
president, it was cell phones 
aloft as hundreds of students 
transmitted his image to friends 
outside. 

H e engaged students on a 
wide range of issues, including 
the prospect of peace in the 

See CLINTON, page 10 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 
For greater 

Rhode Island 

May. 13 7:36 

May 20 7:43 

May 27 

June 3 

June 10 

7:50 

7:55 

8:00 

~ 
Donate works of Art, 

Fine Jewelry, Judaica 
and other Valuables 

For Auction 
To lleMflt 

The CAMP JORI Scholanhlp Endowment 
and 

The Capltal Campaign 
to complete construction of the 
n- campus on Worden's Pond 
·-um_.-111r-1a1.-a1ue 

of $1,000 ~on each-
• -eel ltams wll be auctioned i. 

a professional auction houH, 

~ 
ELIOT·ROSE 
A S S E T M A N A 6 E M E N T 

We don't follow the crowd. 
Micro Cap Value. 

Gary S."Siperstein 

Eliot Rose Asset Management, LLC 
Micro Cap Value Securities 

www.eliottose.com 
401-588-5102 

Send us your calendar listings - include 
time, date, location and telephone number. 
Notices must be received 2 weeks prior to pub
lication date. 

E-mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org; Fax to: 401-331-
7961,or mail to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 Sessions St., 
Providence, RI 02906 - Attn: Calendar 
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FRI., MAY 13 

Congregation B'nai Israel 
5:30 p.m. Special Friday night service with Rabbi Winick. Visi

tors welcome. 224 Prospect St., Woonsocket. 

Emanu-El educational fest 
7 p.m. Southern- style Shabbat dinner at the temple. Stuart 

Rockoff from the Institute of Southern Jewish Life will be scholar
in-residence. 

Sat. at 9:30 a.m. - Shabbat service with visiting lecturer, fol
lowed by a Kiddush luncheon at 12:30 p.m. with visiting lecturer 
speaking on g rowing up Jewish in the South. 

SAT., MAY 14 
'Samson & Delilah's Wedding' 

8:30 p.m. Jewish Theatre Ensemble at the Jewish Community 
Center. $15 for seats and tables, $12 adult, SlO seniors and children. 
Call 861-8800, x. 189, or 272-8631. Other show times: May 15, 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m., May 19 at 7:30 p.m., May 21 at 8:30 p.m. and May 
22 at 1 p.m. 

SUN., MAY 15 
Am David plant & craft sale 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Flower and vegetable plants for sale, 
plus crafts. Free landscaping advice with purchase. To donate plants 
or have a craft table, call Barbara or Shule at 463-7944. 

B'nai Israel open house 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with Cantor Cornblatt. All are welcome, 

refreshments. 224 Prospect St., Woonsocket. 

Jewish Newport walking tour 
3:30 p.m. Starts at Touro Synagogue and through Newport's 

Historical H ill with a guide. Bus transportation at 2: 30 p.m. from 
Providence and East Greenwich. For information, contact Robin 
Kauffman at the Bureau of Jewish Education at 401-331-0956 or 
Rkauffman@bjeri.org. Free. Open to public. 

TUES., MAY 17 
Hadassah dinner, tribute 

6:30 p.m. Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave, Providence. 
Keynote speaker Mayor David Cicilline. Tribute to Jewish women 
in religious positions. For more information, call Hadassah at 463-
3636. 

BJE program- history and puppets 
7 p.m. Borders Books and Cafe, Garden City. "Proclaim Liberty: 

A 21st- Century View of 350 Years ofJewish Life in America," will 
feature Daniel Barash and The Shadow Puppet Workshop. Interac
tive show and puppet craft. Refreshments. For information, contact 
Robin Kauffman at the Bureau ofJewish Education at 331-0956 or 
Rkauffman@bjeri.org. See Community. 

Interfaith workshop at Torat Yisrael 
7 p.m. Temple Torat Yisrael offers the second of three inclu

sive interfaith workshops entitled, "Family Issues and the Interfaith 
Couple" facilitated by Rabbi Amy Levin and Dane Kane of The 
Jewish Family Service of Rhode Island. Register by mailing check 
for ·$18 payable to Temple Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Ave., Crans
ton, RI 02905. For more information, contact Rabbi Amy Levin, 
rabbi@toratyisrael.org. 

FRl.,MAY 20 
Temple Sinai Seniors 

11:30 a.m. Social hour at temple, 30 Hagen Ave., Cranston. 
Desserts, discussion of future events. For more information, call 
Baila at 461-6124. 

Temple Beth-El 150th anniversary 
7:45 p.m. Shabbat service, Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of the 

Union for Reform Judaism, will speak. 

SAT., MAY 21 
Beth- El dinner dance 

SUN., MAY 22 
Am David open house 

10 a.m. to noon; Temple Am David, 40 Gardiner St., Warwick. 
Tour the building, meet the school teachers and Cantor Rick Perl
man. For more info, call 463-7944. 

Perspectives brunch with Mayor Cicilline 
11 a.m. Meet other Jews in their 20s & 30s. Discussion with 

See CALENDAR, pg . 27 
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MYRNA AND ED ARONSON plan to teach the lessons of the 
Holocaust to their grandchildren. 

Jewish Voice & Herald 

MARCHERS - AR.I. contingent participated in the ann ua l "March of the Living" in Poland on Holocaust 
Remembrance Day May 5. Among those who went are, from left, Varda Stieglitz, Adelina Axelrod, 
Janet Bazar, Carol Sugarman and Andrea Schachne. 

Rhode Islanders travel to Poland on 'March of the Living' 
By Mary Korr in World War II . Eighteen of the group have been preparing trip she hoped to become a bridge termed it a "celebratory" trip 

- that the Jewish nation has 
survived. H e and his wife, 
Selma, brought yahrzeit candles 
with them. 

PROVIDENCE - Last thousand people participated, a for the trip by reading books, between memory and future gen
week, 18 members of the Jewish number chosen to symbolize the anthologies and history of the erations ofJews. 
community left on a "March of -Hebrew word chai (life). Holocaust. The previous night Varda Stieglitz's parents were 
the Living" trip 10 Poland, to On Remembrance Day eve, she saw "The Dia'l:' of_ Anne in labor camps during .. the war; 
participate in ceremonies mark- participants marched the two Frank" at the University of she was born in a displaced per- "It is life affirming," said 
ing Yorn H ashoah, Holocaust miles from Auschwitz to Birke- Rhode Island. sons' camp. Her father, she said, Janet Bazar, who was inspired to 
Remembrance D ay, May 5. nau, where 1.5 million Jews were "I've always wanted to see lost his first family in the camps. go as she came to know a Holo-

The trip, sponsored by the murdered. the camps, to see where the She is named after her two caust survivor in the community. 
R.I. Holocaust Museum, coin- "I wanted to be one of the horror that I am not able to grandmothers who were lost. "Our son told us to have a 
cided with the 60th anniversary 18,000 to march," said Adelina fathom took plac~," said Andrea Don Hogue teaches a Holo- safe trip and study hard," Ed 
of the defeat of Nazi Germany Axelrod. She and other members Schachne. She said through the caust course at Mt. St. Charles Aronson said. 

MARCH OF THE LIVING participants, above, pass through the gate 
at Auschwitz on May 5. It reads, 'Arbeit Macht Frei,' or 'Work 
Makes One Free.' Participants then walked along the train tracks 
leading into the Birkenau death camp. After the march, Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon addressed the 18,000 participants fol 
lowing the largest-ever March of the Living. JTA photo 

Academy. He left with the group When he told a young 
to meet up with a contingent of woman at work about the March, 
120 Catholic educators. Coming she asked him: "What's the 
face-to-face with the H olocaust H olocaust?" 
will be a powerful experience to 
pass on to his students, he said. 

"My grandparents were from 
the Poland area," said Carol Sug
arman. I'm going as a pilgrimage 
of thank-you to them and to 
honor my husband's lost rela
tives," she said. "It's going to be a 
very emotional and painful trip." 

Milton Stanzler, whose 
family was from Eastern Europe, 

"Our intention is to tell 
our six grandchildren about the 
experiences of this trip," said 
his wife, Myrna. "And to inform 
those in the community who do 
not know what happened." 

The Rhode Island group will 
share their journey on June 9 at 
7 p.m. at the Jewish Community 
Center (JCC) at the Holocaust 
Museum's annual meeting. 

Interested in the new 
Jewish Community Oay School 

of Rhode Island? 

Do you have questions? 
Do you want to learn more and 
be kept up to date on its progress? 

Subscribe to the JCDSRI E-newsletter! 
E-mail your contact information to 

info@jcdsri.org now! 
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Opinion 

Jvf_ y older son and 
daughter-in-law have 
offered your observer 
an 80th birthday gift;_ 

accompanying them and my grand
daughter on a two-week Conservative 

synagogue family tour 
to Israel this summer. 
Never mind that the 
actual birthday is still 
a year and a half away; 
at my stage in life it is 
not wise to wait too 
long for the arrival of 
specific dates. 

Yehud.a 
Lev 

I am of two minds 
about the invitation. 
Synagogue tours of 
Israel tend to include 
much praying and 

much walking. In the first of these I 
have little faith; for the second, little 
physical ability. On the other hand, two 
weeks in Israel and an opportunity to 
meet good friends there and spend time 
with my St. Louis family is not an offer 
to be turned down lightly. 

Truth is, I have other qualms about 
re-visiting the homeland, where my son 

' 

A MAJORITY OF ONE 

'Advanced' birthday gifts 
was born, where I lived for many years 
and which I have since visited often. For 
one, this is going to be Israel's summer 
of separation and confrontation if pres
ent indications are correct. For an expe
rienced journalist that is as catnip to a 
cat but to my daughter, whose Interest 
in Middle East politics is minimal, that 
means stay off buses, avoid crowds and 
be certain your insurance is paid up. 

But there is also a more personal 
qualm. 

Anyone who lived in Jerusalem over 
the years, including pre-state times, will 
know of Cafe Atara, on Ben Yehuda 
Street in the heart of the city. For decades 
it was a social center for German Jews 
and a favorite meeting place for mem
bers of the Haganah, the precursor of 
the Israel Defense Forces. Later it served 
journalists and other disreputable types 
from the Jerusalem Post and Kol Israel, 
the Israel State Radio. If you absorbed 
as much of Atara's caffeine as I did over 
the years, the waitresses knew how you 
liked your coffee and which sweet rolls 
you favored and which were ready even 
almost before you sat down. 

But the last time I visited Atara 

there was a funereal atmosphere in the 
room. It was ten days before the cafe 
closed forever. In its place (the signs 
were already hanging on the walls) there 
was to be a brand new Pizza Hut. 

This is not a diatribe against the 
"Americanization oflsrael". I don't enjoy 
much of what I see and hear in Ameri
can popular culture but if Israelis take 
pleasure in rap music (music?) and "Des
perate Housewives," so be it. What I do 
fear is what I may find on my return to 
the land to which I devoted two decades 
of my adult life. I know that one of the 
side effects of entering one's dotage is 
looking more favorably on the past than 
on the present but the changes in Israeli 
life since the end of the Mandate, which 
is when I first arrived there, have been 
so profound and at such odds with how 
we envisaged its future, that my most 
recent visits have been like coming to 
a foreign country in which the only 
familiar aspects are personal friends and 
American franchises. 

For the first 20 years oflsrael's exis
tence, life was uncomfortable but it had 
meaning. Private automobiles and pri
vate telephones were almost unheard of 
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in provincial Jerusalem with its two the
aters and four movie houses, two bars, 
three decent restaurants and numerous 
cafes. Tel Aviv wasn't much better. The 
point is that we lived with a high degree 
of equality in a quasi-socialist environ
ment. Everyone knew your salary; it 
was keyed to government levels, and 
everyone shared the food shortages and 
groaned when one government official 
suggested that we make Yorn Kippur 
two days and Rosh Hashanah one, to 
save on food supplies. (I think he was 
kidding.) 

This might have been unbearable 
but for the fact that we were building 
a nation. Ours was a society in forma
tion and anything seemed possible if you 
worked hard enough to accomplish it. 
The state survived the war, immigrants 
were pouring in, Zionism was no longer 
a dream. It was actually working and 
Jerusalem, not New York or London, 
was the place for a young Jew to be. 

Sometime this summer or fall, I'll 
let you know how it is turning out. 

Yehuda Lev is a retired journalist who 
has worked in Israel, Europe and the United 
States. He lives in Providence. 

-jr·. 1• t 
.ALISON ON .ALIYAH 

, What everyone thought about 'The Bartender' ____ __, 
in advance, in public, for my inevitable 
lateness in responding to all of you per
sonally. I will do so soon, but for now I 
wanted to synthesize here the comments 
I received. 

Jews by bearing the numbers of shame. 
This is exactly what Hitler wanted." 

it upon themselves to do their own poll
ing for reactions to this idea. A friend of 
mine led a discussion on the topic with 
her 7'' grade class. Another friend posted 
the issue on an online discussion forum 
of which he is a part. Friends of friends 
of friends are starting to write back to 
me regarding their own findings. The 
results are clearly far from unanimous, 
but one thing is clear: there is something 
about this question that truly touches 
something in people. I don't think I've 
ever had so many impassioned discus
sions in such a short time. 

hree days ago Israel observed 
Yorn Ha'Zikaron La'Shoah 
V'L'Gvurah (Day of Remem
brance for the Holocaust and 

Heroism, or as it is commonly called, 
Yorn Hashoah). I left Be'er Sheva early 

in the week, as part of 
my year-old but life
long promise to myself 
to spend every Yorn 
Hashoah in Jerusalem. 
There is something 
inexpressible about 
what happens to the 
city on days like these, 
days filled with remem
brance and sadness 

Alison 
Golub and utterly respectful 

solemnity. It is as if the 
pulse of the city beats just a little louder, 
and just a little stronger, when all of its 
inhabitants are focused on it with just a 
little more intensity. 

For me, the past week has been 
spent thinking incessantly about the 
Holocaust. This is in no small part due 
to the mass influx of emails and phone 
calls I have received in response to my 
last article, Holocaust education from a 
bartender. The article was also picked up 
by a number of online news magazine 
sites, and I was asked to participate in a 
radio interview to explain my position as 
well. The topic has clearly captured the 
interest and emotion of many, and I have 
been simply blown away by the response. 
I must express my deep gratitude to 
all of you who have taken the time to 
answer mv "poll" and 1 will apolo!';i7C 

Many wrote in to remind me of the 
prohibitions against tattooing and other 
forms of bodily desecration in Jewish 
law, or Halacha, and to express their 
concerns about my failure to discuss this 
in my first article. Amongst those who 
_were opposed to the bartender's action, 

Many, many others -Jews and 
non-Jews alike-were emphatically 
in favor of the bartender's decision, 
expressing their own willingness to 
memorialize Holocaust survivors in 
a similar way. One woman suggested 
using concentration camp records to 
access more numbers in order to facili
tate some sort of mass "adopt a victim" 
program. One man, before voicing his 

Many wrote in to remind me of the prohibitions against tattoo
ing and other forms of bodily desecration in Jewish law, or Hala
cha, and to express their concerns about my failure to discuss 
this in my first article. 

this was the primary reason. Some sug
gested other forms of memorialization 
that can be "worn" on the body, such as 
henna tattoos, bracelets, or armbands. 

One man from Kiryat Arba wrote, 
"I emphatically support the motivation 
behind the young man's decision .. . but 
to me, as a traditionally observant Jew, it 
· makes no more sense to perpetuate this 
violation of religious law than it would 
for d~scendants of the Conversos to eat 
pork publicly as their ancestors were 
forced to do." 

One particularly articulate woman 
wrote, "The numbers are not family 
heirlooms, like wedding rings and prayer 
books. Nor is this man honoring his 
grandmother. H e dishonors her and all 

concerns regarding the Halacha viola
tion, wrote, "I thought that there was a 
tremendous dual message being sent by 
that young bartender. A message oflove, 
and remembrance." 

Anothe_r woman wrote that although 
she was "taken aback" when she first 
read about the bartender's actions, the 
more she thought about it, she "realized 
that his action is a vast honor and a state
ment of deep love-for his grandmother, 
certainly, and for the Jewish people and 
their survival as a whole." One of my 
(non-Jewish) Brown professors emailed 
to tell me he was inspired and fascinated 
by the idea. 

Meanwhile, in just the past week, 
many of my friends here in Israel took 

Of all of them, however, one has 
stuck with me. On the eve of Yorn Has
hoah, I attended a ceremony at which the 
father of a friend of mine, a Holocaust 
survivor, gave his own testimony. As I 
was driving him home, I asked him what 
he thought about the young bartender 
from Be'er Sheva. His eyes lit up imme
diately, and for the first time that night, 
he smiled. "I love it," he exclaimed, "and 
I would be absolutely honored if some
one in my family would be interested in 
doing that for me." Later, I mentioned 
the conversation to his 16-year-old 
grandson, and watched his face light up 
in the same way. "I loved it too," he told 
me, ''.an~ in a few years I hope to do that 
for him. 

Alison Stern Golub was born and gr~w 
up in Seattle, Washington and is a graduate 
of Brown Univenity. You can email her at 
Alison_ Golub@hormail.com, and read 
more about he,· adventures on her website al 
www.alisonsterngolub.com. 
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This Independence Day, Israelis 
can reaffirm their interdependence 

By Rabbi Joshua Hammerman 
OTA) - Israel became a state on the fifth oflyar, 5708, or May 14, 1948. 
T here are few other dates more identifiable to Jews. 
T hose who were alive will never forget that fateful day, 57 years ago, when Israel 

became a state. With Arab armies amassed on its as-yet-undeclared borders, with 
the British having sailed from Haifa that morning, Israel's birth could not have taken 
place under more perilous conditions. On that Friday afternoon, with the long shad
ows signaling the imminent arrival of Shabbat, David Ben-Gurion entered the Tel 
Aviv Museum, met there by invited guests plus a large number of residents of Tel Aviv 
who had gotten wind of the historic decision. By 6-4, with three absent, the National 
Executive had approved the decision to declare a state, even though they perceived the 
new nation's chances of survival as no better than 50-50. 

Ben-Gurion read the D eclaration oflndependence and it was signed by the del
egates of the Provisional State Counci l. The ceremony lasted 32 minutes. The sun set 
but Israelis could not rest on this, the state's first Sabbath. Armies from Syria, Leba
non, Egypt, Transjordan and Iraq attacked at midnight, vowing to destroy the "Zion
ist entity" within 10 days. But two weeks later, the borders basically held, and after a 
month-long truce the Israeli counteroffensive began, leading to a clear victory. 

I was not alive then, but I can imagine what that fi rst Shabbat must have felt like. 
I've experienced that sense of foreboding and helplessness at other times, like when 
the first scuds were launched during the 1991 Gulf War, or during those confusing 
early hours of the Six-Day War in 1967 or on Yorn Kippur 1973. To fully appreciate 
the miracle ofl srael, and to fu lly comprehend the weight of the decisions made by its 
leaders, we have to recall those existentially excruciating moments. 

Understandably, Israelis typically choose to toss the stress aside on this Yorn 
Ha'atzmaut - Israel's Independence Day - preferring to turn the day into one 
humungous cookout. Yes, the holiday is preceded immediately by a Memorial Day 
far more meaningful than America's, and yes there are nice patriotic touches to the 
day, like the International Bible Q\iiz. But this year at least, Yorn Ha'atzmaut must be 
more of a day for reflection than pure, unadulterated celebration. 

The calendar gives us a perfect opening to do just that. This year, the fifth oflyar 
falls precisely on May 14, for only the second time since 1948. Not only that, but it 
falls on Shabbat. 

But wait. Our calendar tells us that when the fifth oflyar falls on Shabbat, the 
celebration is moved ahead two days to Thursday, so it does not conflict with the day 
of rest. 

Now I can understand the potential conflicts Shabbat would present for parades 
and cookouts, but this year of all years, we should keep May 14, Iyar 5 and Shabbat 
on the same page. Or, to quote the Torah portion read on- that Sabbath, Emor, which 
details the Jewish festival cycle and codifies the rhythms of sacred time, "These are 
the set times of the Lord, the sacred occasions, which you shall celebrate each at its 
appointed time" (Lev. 23:4). 

Nothing is in there about cookouts or transferring commemorations to Thursday. 
Perhaps Israel should do what America does with July 4. When it occurs on a week
end, we slap on a Monday holiday to satisfy the unions, but we always celebrate "The 
Fourth" on the 4,h_ So Israel could declare the prior T hursday "National Cookout 
Day," but keep Yorn H a'atzmaut where it is. 

So what makes th is year so worthy of a "Shabbat H a'atzmaut?" 
Israel is now in the process of implementing a decision almost as agonizing as the 

one that faced Ben- Gurion. Few Israelis have a great desire to cling to the dunes of 
G aza, but fewer yet are enamored at the sight of Jews being forcibly evicted fro m their 
homes by a Jewish army, all for the sake of a security that remains as elusive as ever. 
There will be no national referendum on the withdrawal, but there must be a collec
tive soul- searching in the face of threats against Prime Minister Sharon's life and cries 
of treason being hurled from all sides. There must be a national time out. 

Shabbat provides an opportunity to reaffirm mutual interdependence rather 
than national independence. On this day we abstain from dominion and disputation, 
replacing them with coexistence and "Shalom Bayit" - peace in the home. "Six days 
a week we seek to dominate the world," wrote Abraham Joshua Heschel. "On the 
seventh day we try to dominate the self." 

I don't know about the rest of the Jewish world, but on that triply sacred Saturday 
in M ay I'll be immersed in reflection - about my thirst for peace, my love for my 
neighbor and the miracle of my resurrected Jewish homeland. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
Submissions must be signed and include city of residence 

and telephone number. Letters should be limited to 250 
words, and viewpoint pieces to 700 words. Submissions may 
be edited for length. Send submissions to: Jewish Voice & 
Herald, 130 Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906, or E-mail to: 
voiceherald@jfri.org. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Wrong people, wrong book 
Again, Mr. Lev shows a lack of 

"Hochma" (re: foomote in Jewish his
tory, April 15 V&H). The Jews are the 
only "People of the Book. The book, of 
course, is the T alrnud. 

Ben Taube 
Pawtucket 

Mr. Lev respond.r: If Mr. Taube will 
consult his copy of the Koran and turn to 
Sura (chapter} 5, verse 68, he will read the 
following: "Say, 0 People of the Scripture! 
Yehave naught (of guidance} ti/lye observe 
the Torah and the Gospel and that which 

was revealed to you from your Lord." Ref
erences to the "people of scripture" includ
ing both Jews and Christians are replete 
throughout the Koran. If Mr. Taube Googles 
both Muhammed and People of the Book he 
will find 773,000 references linking the 
two. None of the SO that I checked made any 
reference to the Talmud. However much we 
might prefer to confer honorifics upon our
selves, it was Muhammed who first brought 
the title into general usage and he included 
Christians as well as Jews. In so doing he 
demonstrated a greater sense of propriety 
and respect than did our correspondent. 

Got Hanukkah photos? 
On Nov. 22, 2002, (pg. 25) you 

published photos and text by-lined 
to Jonathan Rubin; and headlined, 
"The Famous Hanukkah Day Race 
of1971." 

My dear late brother, Leonard 
Kortick, pictu red at left in a group 
photo, and below, holding the torch 
of Masada, with which he ran for 
many miles. For many years he was 
an integral part of the Providence 
Jewish Community. 

Both Leonard and I are "gradu
ates" of the Jewish orphanage, having 
lived there from 1927 to 1935, when 
our mom, Bertha Kortick was able to 
rent a cold-water flat on Weiss Court 
and bring all six children together 
again. 

In the intervening years, I grad
uated from UCLA, earned a master's 
degree in educational counseling and 
comparative literature. 

I taught in the Los Angeles 
school system for 26 years and loved 
it and the students. 

Please send me the original 
photos. 

Bernard Kortick 
Cathedral Ct. , Cal. Photo courtesy of the RIJHA 

Editor's note: The J ewish Voice & H erald is fortunte to be located directly above the R hode 
Island Jewish H istorical A ssociation, a wonderful resource that we use constantly for old 
photos and clippings. Please call Anne at 401-331-1360 for questions about photos. 

Nostradamus and our Torah 
When I was a young boy in Russia, 

my grandfather, who was a very religious 
man, predicted that a great war would 
take place in the 1940s. He said that he 
learned of this event through the text 
of the Torah. H e was, as we know, not 
mistaken in his prediction, so perhaps he 
knew something about the hidden codes 
of the Torah. 

In recent times big attention from 
both the public and the scientific com
munity is focused on the mathematic 
exploration of the "Bible Code" and 
the predictions and prophecies of Nos
tradamus. Many anticipated events from 
both sources appear to have occurred as 
predicted. 

However, the discussion is missing 
one important point: the Nostradamus 

predictions were written 500 years ago, 
while the Torah and its code have been in 
our possession for more than 3000 years. 
It is known that Nostradamus knew 
H ebrew among his many languages, 
and had Jewish relatives, so it is possible 
to assume that he read Torah, knew its 
content and could have been inspired by 
the Bible Code hidden therein. 

It is only in the age of computers 
that the Bible Code has been unrav
eled. Therefore, we suppose that the 
Bible Code, indeed, is a primary source 
of important significance. If anyone has 
any work on this subject they would like 
to share, contact me through this news
paper. 

Dr. YakovTseytlin 
Providence 
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Federation FROM THE FEDERATION PRESIDENT 

Passing the gavel c5\ few weeks ago 
we gathered 
around the 

Mark R. Feinstein 

seder table and did as our ances
tors have done for centuries. We 
retold the story of our Exodus 
so that the story will be passed 
on through the generations. 
Although the Israelites were flee
ing slavery, we know that it was 
also difficult for them to leave 
behind so much of their lives and 
venture out into the unknown 
and uncharted territory. 

This year as I sat (leaning 
of course) I was struck how in 
a similar way the Rhode Island 
Jewish commun ity of today is at 
the beginning of our own exodus. 
We have been researching, 
studying, planning and re-plan
ning and soon will be moving 

o/16~~ 

Alan Axelrod en behalf of your friends at the 
Community Relations Council 
of the Jewish Federation of 

Rhode Island, we thank you for four 
years of service as Chair of the CRC. 

You are a shining example of what 
Jewish leadership should be. May 
you continue to go from strength to 
strength. 

'/Ind those who promote righteousness will shine like the 
stars; forever and ever. " 

- Daniel 12:3 

from the R.I. Jewish community 
of our parents and grandparents 
and will be building the commu
nity of our future . Some of these 
plans have been reported such as 
the new community Day School 
and other major initiatives will be 
announced soon. Like the Israel 
ites before us, we will be taking 
some risks but I am certain that it 
will be worth it. 

This coming Monday night, 
May 16, I hope to see all of you 
at the Jewish Community Center 
at our 60'h Annual Meeting as I 
hand over the gavel to incom
ing president Herb Stern. I 
am confident that Herb, along 
with Federation and communal 
leadership, will be successful in 

moving forward our transfor
mation initiative. There is much 
work to be done so please con
sider volunteering to help. I can 
vouch personally that your time 
involved will be rewarding. 

I wish to thank so many 
people for their help, guidance 
and support. I hope to express 
my gratitude to all at our annual 
meeting. But, I would like to use 
this space to say a special thank 
you to all our Jewish communal 
professionals. 

Too often we take for granted 
those who have chosen to make a 
career of working to carry out 
and improve the programs and 
services that sustain a Jewish 
community. Working daily with 

volunteers who "know how to do 
it better" doesn't make things any 
easier. So, I ask you to please join 
me in thanking all those who 
work at our Federation, agencies 
and synagogues. They are the 
ones who truly make our com- · 
munity succeed. 

As this will be my last 
column I would also like to 
thank you, readers of the Jewish 
Voice & Herald and members of 
the Rhode Island Jewish com
munity, for giving me this unique 
and awesome opportunity to 
serve as JFRI president these last 
three years. 

I hope to see you Monday 
evening to thank you in person. 

FROM THE PARTNERSHIP 

Sites, schools and collaborations 
This is 

a time for 
action in 
The Part
nership. 
I write 
this brief 
column 
hoping 
that every-

Dee Dee Witman one read -
ing my 

words will join the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island at our annual 
meeting at the JCC social hall 
on Monday, May 19'h at 7 p.m. 
Doris Feinberg is chairing this 
celebration of personal and com
munity achievements and I urge 
our readers to join us. On that 
evening an official announce
ment will be made to the Board 
about an interim site for the new 
Jewish Community D ay School 
of Rhode Island and other Jewish 
agencies in need of interim facili
ties . 

In addition to this upcoming 
event, I would like to share two 
brief Partnership updates: 

First, an important proposal 
has been approved for Partner
ship funding. The approved 
grant supports the hiring of a 
consultant to work with Jewish 
Family Services and the Jewish 
Seniors Agency to "Maximize 
Resources and Minimize Dupli
cation." 

The consultant, funded by 
The Partnership and by a grant 
from the Rhode Island Foun
dation, will work with these 
agencies to explore areas of col
laboration. As you may know, 
we learned in the Pre-Campaign 
Assessment that our community 
must work more efficiently and 
collaboratively if we are to meet 
all the needs of Jews in our state. 

Second, the communications 
committee of the new Jewish 
Community Day School of 

Rhode Island is actively creating 
various forms of commun1cation 
so that as the JCDS-Rl Board 
of Directors makes key decisions 
and as important developments 
take place in the process of get
ting the school ready to open its 
doors in September 2006, our 
community is informed and in 
the loop. 

The JCDS-RJ communica
tions committee is launching an 
e-newsletter very soon, and if 

you are interested in finding out 
what the directors are working 
on, if you have questions or if 
you just want to stay informed, 
please email your contact infor
mation to info@jcdsri.org. 

The Partnership is leading 
our community through a variety 
of small and large changes, and 
we welcome your participation, 
feedback and ideas. 

What is the Partnership? 
The Partnership, convened 

two years ago by the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, is 
a diverse group of over 150 vol
unteers who have been charged 
with leading critical changes in 
our greater Rhode Island Jewish 
community. Ultimately, it is our 
goal to transform our community 
to be more vital by recommend
ing responsive fund development 
and distribution systems, models 
of institutional excellence, cut-

ting-edge facilities and culturally 
dynamic services and programs 
for all Jewish families throughout 
our region. 

For more information, 
check out our website at 
www.jfri.org or to volunteer your 
ideas, time or support, please 
contact DeeDee Witman at 
DeeDee.W itman@cox.net or 
Sheila Alexander at 401- 421-
4111, ext. 159. 

JFRI OKs mission funds 
By Sara Masri 

At the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island's April 14 board 
meeting, funding was approved 
for six overseas missions. All 
totaled, $110,000 was allocated 
from the JFRI Unrestricted 
Endowment. These funds will 
enable children, teens and adults 
to go on organized missions to 
Israel, Poland and the former 
Soviet Union (FSU) . Chair, 
David Yavner, said, "Our com
mittee tried to ensure that, with 
limited dollars to allocate, a large 
and diverse group of individuals 
would get to participate in mis
sions this year. We understand 
the importance of sending people 
on missions, especially to Israel 

and the impact these trips have 
on people when they return." 

The missions funded are: 
Bureau of Jewish Educa

tion's March of the Living 
This is a two-week mission 

to Poland and Israel for teens. 
Past participants have called it a 
life-changing trip. Our commu
nity will send about 25 students 
who will join 7,000 others from 
around the world. 

Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island Community Rela
tions Mission 

In the summer of 2005 lead
ers from the non-Jewish com
munity will travel to Israel with 

See MISSIONS, page 7 
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MISSIONS 
From page 6 

CRC and Federation leaders to 
learn together about issues facing 
Israel and create stronger ties 
between these community mem
bers and the Jewish Federation . 

Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island Campaign Chairs/ 
Directors Mission 

Two campaign leaders and 
the campaign director will par
ticipate in this 10-day mission to 
Georgia, in the FSU, and Israel 
where they will see how our 
campaign dollars are changing 
lives and will learn how to take 
this information and impart it to 
donors. 

Torat Yisrael 

A group of 15-20 congre
gants will travel together to Israel 
this summer on a trip geared 
toward first- time visitors. 

Providence Hebrew Day 
School Family M ission 

Parents and children will 
travel to Israel this winter to visit 
sites of significance and study the 
texts connected to those sites. 

Rhode Island Holocaust 
Museum Adult March of the 
Living 

A group of 16 participants, 
some of whom are Holocaust 
survivors, traveled to Poland 
last week to commemorate the 
60'h anniversary of the liberation 
of the camps. They were part of 
a group of 18,000 people from 
around the world. 

GEORGIA SHAW and Carol Sugarman participated in March of the 
Living this year. 

cf!.,~d £)..£(~ , 

W,men's Alliance Annual Meeting and 
Installation of Officers 
and Board of Directors 

May 19, 2005 
10 lyar 5765 
7:00 p.m. 

Laurelmead Odeon Theatre 
355 Blackstone Blvd. 

Providence 

t111J . . I 
(J./~r ~. 

Dessert and coffee provided 
RSVP 4 21-4111, ext. 163 
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Community 
Yom Hashoah remembered in day schools 

LEAH PERLM UTTER, below, in 
eleventh grade, lights a memo
ria l candle for t he six million at 
the recent Providence Hebrew 
Day School Yorn Hashoah 
assembly. 

Pharo by Elisa Hearh 

PROFESSOR ALBERT SILVERSTEIN, above, spoke to Alperin Schech
ter midd le school students on Yorn Hashoah about his experiences 
as a Kindertransport survivor. He poses with some of t he students 
holding t he suitcase he used as a 3-year-old child to carry as many 
belong ings as he could when he was forced to leave his home in 
Graz, Austria. 

Please join us in celebrating 

The 60th Annual Meeting 
of the 

Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 
Monday, May 16, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 

Jewish Community Center Social Hall 
401 Elmgrove Avenue • Providence 

Installation of Herbert B. Stern, as President 

Tribute to Mark R. Feinstein 
For his outstanding Presidency 

Presentation of Leadership Awards 

Special remembrance of our beloved Robert A. Riesman 

Installation of JFRI Officers and Board Members 

Dessert reception to follow 

Doris Feinberg - Annual Meeting Chair 
M ark R. Feimtein - President 

H erbert B. Stern - President-Elect 
Janet H . Engelhart, Executive Vice-President 
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Yom Hashoah 
URI students hold Holocaust vigil 
By Marika Gazsi 

KINGSTON -At the Uni
versity of Rhode Island Hillel, on 
Thursday and Friday, May 5 and 
6, the voices of victims and survi
vors spoke at a memorial held by 
student volunteers. 

Organized for Yorn Has
hoah, Holocaust Memorial Day, 
students at URI took turns 
reading names of the Holocaust 
victims, set up a museum display 
and informational booths, held 
a vigil, performances, readings 
and prayer to raise awareness and 
understanding of what truly hap
pened during World War II . 

Stacy Anker, Alex H ershey 
and Seth Finkle, members of 

Hillel and organizers of this event 
host such an event each year. "It 
is disheartening and unfathom
able that anyone could even for 
one moment doubt the Holocaust 
ever happened ," noted Anker, a 
political science major, suggest
ing two must-reads: Out of the 
Shadows, from Carol Publishing, 
a pictorial history of the Holo
caust by writer/photographer 
Edward Serotta and I Never Saw 
Another Butterfly, published by 
Schoclean Books. "It is a col
lection of poetry and artwork," 
Alex adds, "about the children 
held and killed at Terezin, one 
of the concentration camps in 
former Czechoslovakia. I visited 

Terezin as a child and left bruised 
by the frightening murders that 
took place there. Children, not 
much younger or older than I was 
during my visit were disposed 
of .. ." At one time during the 
war, Terezin was used as a front . 
The Nazis made it look like a spa 
town, to fool the International 
Red Cross; consequently the 
death camp continued the mur
ders without anyone knowing. 

Maria Nemeth, Ruth Freund 
Reiser, Joseph Gani, Shulim 
Saleschutz, Ceija Stojka.. these 
are names of the children of vari
ous countries and backgrounds. 
Read out loud at the memorial 
by volunteers taking turns on 
the U RI quad twenty four hours 
a day, the names of the children 
are not forgotten . ZBT fraternity 
boys make sure that the names, 
even if only a fraction of the total 
number of victims, are read out 
loud each year. 

EVENT ORGANIZERS Lesl ie Mandelbaum, Seth Finkle a nd Stacy 
An ker on t he URI quad . 

The weather this year was 
not friendly, in fact, most of the 
time wind tried to blow away 
the entire display, but these 
brave organizers had thought of 
everything. They tied down what 
could be tied down, held down 
what needed to be held down and 
, hair and papers taunted by the 
wind, the presentation continued 
as planned. Among the readers 
was Byrna Werthman reading 
a wonderfully expressed poem 
called "Butterfly" by Pavel Fried-
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BYRNA WORTMAN reading "The Butterfly" with Alex Hershy, Hillel 
Director Victor Nussbaum and Meredith Kaufman in the background. 
Photos by Manka Gazsi 

man and earlier, a young woman 
named An ia Hopkins spoke of 
the time her grandmother became 
a heroine hiding Jews in her base
ment during the Holocaust. There 
was also a monologue preformed 
by Jill Bevins, the lead actor in 
"Diary of Anne Frank," presented 
by the URI Theater. 

"We are certain that the more 
people realize what happened, the 
more likely this will never happen 
again," Finkle remarked. "Even 
for me, while reading out loud the 

names of the children killed, and 
the first time I read the name of 
a one-year-old mu rdered, it 
made the experience more real 
and personal. H ere at H illel, we 
do our part and I think that the 
non-believers may change their 
minds when hearing a survivor 
tell their story, or seeing the 
branding on a survivor's arm, or 
talking to a soldier who liberated 
the camps. Perhaps then, their 
eyes will open." 

Marika Gazsi is a freelance 
writer who lives in Providence. 

A FAMILY DONATED this blanket and the 4,000 bottle caps collected 
and displayed in a heartshaped form around a white dove, repre
senting the children of the Holocaust. 
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Community 
Survivors, liberators remember on Yorn Hashoah 

Emanu-El vigil 
draws hundreds 
on Yom Hashoah 
By Jonathan Rubin 

PROVIDENCE - Judge 
Milton Silva remembered "an 
unpleasant odor" as he trekked 
across Germany with a medic 
unit in early April of 1945. As the 
son of a funeral director, it was a 
smell he knew well - the stench 
of death. Inside the Buchenwald 
concentration camp, his fears 
were confirmed. 

"There were living skeletons 
stacked like cords of word, half 
consumed in the ovens, half
dead men walking around. There 
were bodies scattered helter-skel
ter everywhere," he said. 

Fifty-six thousand perished 
there, and the horrors were so 
great that the mayor of the city of 
Weimar and his wife committed 
suicide after visiting the camp. 

Silva's graphic testimony 
was but one component of the 
21" annual Interfaith Holocaust 
Commemoration, held May 4 at 

River, a medic during the war, 
recollected the horrors he saw 
when he arrived at Buchenwald. 

Churches, remembered a line 
of trees planted for "righteous 
Gentiles" who saved Jews. In that 
spirit, saplings were distributed 
to the audience with the hope 
that watching them grow can 
"serve as a commitment to the 
end of violence against all of 
God's children." 

Alice Goldstein, of Warwick, was given the 
year's "Never Again" award. 

Temple Emanu-El. 
Silva, 82, lives in Fall River, 

and is a descendent of Spanish 
Converso Jews. "I could have 
been one of the six million," he 
said. 

He also worked in a make
shift hospital that served survi
vors of D achau in Bavaria. Most 
of those had tuberculosis, and 
the tide of patients was so huge 
that the healthier patients got 
out of bed and helped with the 
overflow. 

Procession 
The well-attended event 

began with a procession of sur
vivor families and American 
and Russian soldiers and libera
tors. Religious leaders from the 
Catholic, Baptist, and Methodist 
community joined Jewish clergy 
in reflecting upon the horrors of 
the Shoah, the Hebrew word for 
Holocaust. 

Rev. John Holt, of the 
Rhode Island State Council of 

HAMLISCH 
From page 1 

Marvelous 
Marvin 

celebrates 
with Beth-El 

Alice Goldstein, of War
wick, was given the year's 1'Never 
Again" award by the Community 
Relations Council of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. She 
was termed the "quintessential 
community volunteer" by Alan 
Axelrod, CRC chair. Goldstein 
was thanked for her numerous 
visits to Rhode Island class
rooms, where she speaks first
hand about escaping the Nazis as 
a young girl. 

"We must mobilize the 
younger generations in ways that 
we, alas, did not," she said. "We 
must remember. We must teach, 
and, above all, we must speak out 
and act. We must not be silent." 

Later, at the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Museum, community 
members gathered to hear the 
reading of the names of Rhode 
Island relatives who perished 
during the H olocaust. The list of 
more than 1,000 names was read 
by Edward Adler of Providence. 

A towering master in his 
field, Hamlisch has won three 
Oscars, four Grammys, a Tony 
and three Golden Globes, and 
wrote "Chorus Line," "They're 
Playing Our Song," in addition 
to the timeless rendition of Scott 
Joplin's ragtime in "The Sting." 
His playing was, at times, pure 
fun, or masterful when perform
ing "The Phantom of the Opera" 
(which he did not write but 

Photo~ by Jonathan Rubm 

CHOIRS -Youths from choirs at Temple Emanu-EI, Central Congregational Church, Congdon Street 
Baptist Church, R.I. Conference United Church of Christ and United Methodist Church sing in Yiddish at 
the Interfaith Holocaust Commemoration held at Emanu-EI. 

THE "NEVER AGAIN" Award recipient was Alice Goldstein, at left, shown with Holocaust survivor Leah 
Eliash and survivor family member Lilian Birch. 

"wishes he did") or sentimental 
when playing "Some Enchanted 
Evening." A few pieces had the 
audience softly singing along. 

Once upon a time, the Jul
liard graduate played for "Law
rence of Arabia" director David 
Lean on his birthday, fetched 
donuts for Barbra Streisand, 
and worked his "Sunshine and 
Lollipops" tune, which he wrote 
when he was 20, into services 

at synagogue. Later, he recalled 
writing for the James Bond film 
"The Spy Who Loved Me" and 
what it felt like to lose to John 
Williams' "Star Wars" at the 
Academy Awards. 

"Songs are like dresses," he 
said, "they have to fit and they 
have to fit for the right occasion." 
Therefore, he says, veteran com
posers live for work, for the occa
sion to really strut their stuff 

"On one hand you could 
count how many composers are 
writing new shows ... most are 
based on movies." He said he is 
currently working on obtaining 
a movie for Broadway, but until 
then "I guess 1'11 just go from 
temple to temple," he joked. 

Hamlisch's visit was made 
possible by the Benefactor's 
Fund ofTemple Beth-El. 
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Community 
CLINTON 
From page 1 

Middle East, offering advice and 
sharing anecdotes about world 
leaders. 

Arafat and Rabin 
He spoke of the day in Sep

tember 1993 that PLO Chair
man Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
came to Washington to sign the 
Declaration of Principles behind 
the Oslo accords. 

After the now-famous hand
shake between Arafat and Rabin 
on the White House lawn, Rabin 
said to Clinton, "I can't believe I 
shook hands with Arafat. I spent 
my whole life fighting for Israel 
and the West Bank." 

Photos by Mary Korr 

STUDENTS swarm President Clinton in Meehan Auditorium. 

Clinton continued, "We were 
sitting alone and I said: 'Tell me 
the truth, why did you decide to 
do this?' 

"Rabin answered: 'I finally 
realized the land was an impedi
ment to our security, not a 
guarantee of it. During the Gulf 
War, the scud missiles proved 
that we could be hit no matter 
how much land we had. During 
the intifada, I learned that if we 
had a land full of angry people, 
it could make us less secure. And 
I realized that we hadn't decided 
what to do with the people who 
lived on the land. If we let them 
vote some day, Jsrael would no 
longer be a Jewish state, and if we 
didn't let them vote, we would be 
no better than an apartheid state. 
I'm just trying to make the best 
deal I can.'" 

Brown student Michael 

Ruderman said afterwards, "I 
had never looked at the Palestin
ian-Israeli conflict in that way; 
through such presidential anec
dotes I was better able to appreci
ate the complexities embedded in 
the conflict and in trying to find 
a peaceful resolution to it." 

Advice 
At times, Clinton was reflec

tive. He advised the students to 
design a framework "of shared 
responsibility, shared ben
efits and shared values" in their 
approach to the interdependent 
world of the 21" century. He used 
a Middle East analogy. 

"When I think about the 
Gaza withdrawal and the plan 
for peace, I filter it through this 
prism. I ask myself, 'Will this 
action give us a world where 
everyone counts?' The answers 

Brier & Brier 
One Richmond Square 
Providence• Rhode Island • 02906 
401-75 1"2990 

don't get easier but I can see the 
way clearer," he told the stu
dents. 

"You don't have to buy any 
of this but you need to have a 
framework as the world tries to 
sort itself out in the next 10 to 
15 years," he said. "You need to 
build a world with more partners 
and fewer adversaries. You can't 
kill, jail or occupy them all," he 
said. 

The Meehan talk was fol
lowed by a question-and-answer 
session in Alumnae H all with 
students attending the Northeast 
College Democrats Conference. 
Clinton's appearance drew sev
eral hundred students from 42 
schools. 

He often placed issues in 
historical perspective and spoke 
of the destruction in the last 
century: "We nearly destroyed 
ourselves, including virtually all 
the Jews in Europe in the first 
50 years of the 20'' century. 
Two world wars, the Holocaust, 
purges in China and in the Soviet 
Union - it's always about the 
same thing. People were being 
objectified, treated as objects. 
Dehumanizing others fuels radi
calism, fundamentalism. 

"We know we have the 
power to destroy each other. 
There will be a big fight in your 
lifetime over religion. It will be 
the last great struggle. People 
will have to understand there is 
no one truth. You have to build 
more non-violent ways to resolve 
countries' differences. And fight 
inequalities in the world. It's a 
national and local phenomenon 
as well as a global one," he said. 

Brown student Melissa 
Riess was heartened by Clinton's 
humanitarian approach. "Clinton 
spoke in terms of our common 
humanity, rather than in that 
simplistic black-and-white, 
good-and-evil rhetoric we've 
become so used to hearing. One 
of the things that makes me 
most anxious these days is how 
negatively America is viewed 
by the rest of the world; if more 
American leaders viewed our 
country's responsibilities to the 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON addresses Brown College Democrats. 

STUDENT enjoys President Clinton's humor during a question-and
answer session for Brown College Democrats in Alumnae Hall fol
lowing his talk in Meehan. 

rest of the world the way Clinton 
apparently does, I'd probably feel 
much more secure." 

In response to student 
Danish Aziz' question on the 
road map and prospect for 
Middle East peace, Clinton said: 
"W e've got this thing ( the road 
map) going. We dare not let it get 
off track. Every year we wait, it 
gets worse." 

He added that once the 
withdrawal from Gaza and the 
West Bank is accomplished, the 
U.S. should become part of a 
multi- national force to help keep 
the peace, predicting there will 
be terrorist attacks against both 
sides. The U.S. will have to make 
a financial commitment as well, 

he said, to both states. 
Clinton blamed Yasser 

Arafat for his own administra
tion's failure to achieve peace 
between Israel and the Palestin
ians. "Arafat rejected the peace 
plan I put forward," he said. "The 
result was the second intifada." 
He was speaking of the Camp 
David summit in 2000. "Barak 
(Prime Minister Ehud Barak) 
accepted the ?,ea! and Arafat 
turned 1t down. 

After the Alumnae Hall 
talk, Clinton accepted the first 
annualJohn F. Kennedy Jr. public 
service award from Congressman 
Patrick Kennedy. 
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AIPAC 
From page 1 

Weissman was its senior Iran 
analyst. The FBI has been inves
tigating contacts between Rosen, 
Weissman and members of the 
Israeli embassy in Washington. 
Their dismissal comes at an 
awkward time for Israel's lobby
ing group in Washington, just 
days before its annua l conference, 
beginning May 22. 

AIPAC worries 
Secretary of State Condo

leezza Rice and Israel's Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon are slated 
to address 5,000 delegates on the 
subject of Iranian atomic threats 
to Israel and Europe. Leading 
members of both houses of Con
gress are also on the list of speak
ers, giving a bi-partisan show of 

support for Israel. 
AIPAC was never the sub

ject of the FBI investigation that 
resulted in Franklin's indictment 
but Jewish leaders are worried 
that it may lose some of its effec
tiveness as a lobby for Israel. 

Abramoff is what Americans 
used to call a "wheeler-dealer" 
with political contacts, mostly in 
Texas, including embattled Rep. 
Tom DeLay, Republican leader in 
the House. The J ewish Standard of 
New Jersey reported recently that 
Abramoff, a Republican lobby
ist, who was once a close friend 
and ally of DeLay (the two men 
are no longer friends) is being 
accused of ethical violations in 
connection with his lobbying and 
with Jewish charities he supports, 
some of them in conjunction with 
Rabbi David Lapin, brother of 

Nation 
Rabbi Daniel Lapin, head of 
Towards Tradition, a conserva
tive interfaith group. 

Abramoff established the 
Capitol Athletic Foundation, 
ostensibly to promote "leadership 
skills" among inner-city youth 
and according to the Standard, 
sent some of the funds raised 
to a West Bank settlement, 
Betar Illit. He also established 
a school , the Eshkol Academy, 
with David Lapin, which lasted 
for only a short time and whose 
finances are being examined. 
In the case of the foundation, 
the report continued, Abramoff 
assured contributors that it was 
a particularly favorite charity of 
Congressman DeLay," and that 
"the congressman would look 
favorably on such donations ." 

Yehuda L ev lives in Providence. 
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Intolerance charged at Air Force school SER VICE BEYOND YouR EXPECTATIONS 

Office: 401-738-1130x10S 
WASHINGTON, May 10 

(JTA) -The Pentagon is inves
tigating allegations that staff and 
cadets at the U.S. Air Force Acad
emy are creating a climate that is 
unwelcoming to Jews and other 
religious minorities. A report late 
last month by Americans United 
for Separation of Church and 
State - which detailed reported 
evangelical comments from 
academy leaders and incidents in 
which cadets claimed they were 
pressured to attend church ser
vices - prompted the Defense 
Department to create a task force 
to assess the school's climate and 
offer ideas for changes within the 

next few weeks. The new accusa
tions come just months after the 
Colorado Springs academy insti
tuted a program aimed at teach
ing tolerance to cadets and staff. 

The report said Jews and 
others who celebrate the Sabbath 
on Saturdays were not granted 
special passes to leave acad
emy grounds, while those who 
sought passes for Sunday services 
got them. Some other charges 
involve slurs against Jewish 
cadets, including one in which a 
Jewish cadet reportedly was told 
the Holocaust was revenge for 
the death of] esus. 

Military academies are gov-
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ernment operations and must 
follow the government's strict 
separation of church and state, 
said Barry Lynn, Americans 
United's executive director. 
"They have a responsibility to 
make sure there is nothing that 
constitutes a pattern of harass
ment against people of minority 
religious faiths or no religious 
faith," Lynn said. 
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Nation 
Intermarriage can foster 
Jewish roots, survey shows 

PACIFIC GROVE, Calif., (JTA) - A new survey of adult 
children of intermarried parents shows a high level of Jewish cultural 
identification and interest in Jewish studies, combined with low levels 
of childhood Jewish education and religious attachment. 

Ninety young adults from Boston, Chicago and San Francisco, 
each with one non-Jewish parent, described their relationship to 
Judaism and the Jewish community in recent face-to-face interviews 
run by the Jewish Outreach Institute. 

Key findings from the study were slated to be pre
sented Wednesday in San Francisco. The full report will 
be released later this month, and the institute's execu
tive director, Rabbi Kerry Olitzky, says he hopes Jewish 
organizations will use it to design programming to reach that grow
ing population. 

Preliminary analysis of the data suggests a population that "feels 
Jewish" in many ways, despite a lack of Jewish education or affilia
tion. Just 30 percent of those interviewed identify with Judaism as a 
religion, but almost 70 percent say that being Jewish is important to 
them. 

Those who did not celebrate any Jewish rituals or holidays 
describe being Jewish in cultural terms - reading Jewish books, 
going to Jewish movies - or in terms of social action, such as giving 
to charity and working on tikkun olam projects. 

Concerning formative Jewish experiences, one-third said they'd 
had some formal Jewish education as children, but a large propor
tion mentioned two specific]ewish experiences as being meaningful: 
being taken to see "Fiddler on the Roof' and/or "Schindler's List." 
In other words, survey analysts wrote, "for many of these young 
people, Jewish history as filtered through a Hollywood or Broad
way lens was their sole 'Jewish experience' while growing up." 
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Yeshiva Darfur rally 
Yeshiva University Photo 

NEW YORK - Close to 
1,000 students from schools on 
the East Coast attended a rally in 
New York, organized by Yeshiva 
University to raise awareness 
about the killings in Sudan. 
"Sixty years after the Holocaust 
the world has not learned its 
lesson," Rebecca Stone, director 

of programming for Not Now 
Not Ever, a Y.U. group focusing 
on the situation in Sudan, said at 
the rally. 

"We live in an age that has 
seen much evil perpetrated by 
man. Bystanders continue to shut 
their eyes, and allow history to 
repeat itself again and again and 

again. Government-sponsored 
Arab militias have killed tens 
of thousands of Africans and 
the international community 
is pressing Sudanese officials 
to comply with demands that 
Khartoum end its support of the 
militias, which has led to a refu
gee crisis. 
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Nation 
Intermarriage can foster 
Jewish roots, survey shows 

PACIFIC GROVE, Calif, (JTA) - A new survey of adult 
children of intermarried parents shows a high level ofJewish cultural 
identification and interest in Jewish studies, combined with low levels 
of childhood Jewish education and religious attachment. 

Ninety young adults from Boston, Chicago and San Francisco, 
each with one non-Jewish parent, described their relationship to 
Judaism and the Jewish community in recent face-to-face interviews 
run by the Jewish Outreach Institute. 

Key findings from the study were slated to be pre
sented Wednesday in San Francisco. The full report will 
be released later this month, and the institute's execu
tive director, Rabbi Kerry Olitzky, says he hopes Jewish 
organizations will use it to design programming to reach that grow
ing population. 

Preliminary analysis of the data suggests a population that "feels 
Jewish" in many ways, despite a lack of Jewish education or affilia
tion. Just 30 percent of those interviewed identify with Judaism as a 
religion, but almost 70 percent say that being Jewish is important to 
them. 

Those who did not celebrate any Jewish rituals or holidays 
describe being Jewish in cultural terms - reading Jewish books, 
going to Jewish movies - or in terms of social action, such as giving 
to charity and working on tikkun olam projects. 

Concerning formative Jewish experiences, one-third said they'd 
had some formal Jewish education as children, but a large propor
tion mentioned two specific Jewish experiences as being meaningful: 
being taken to see "Fiddler on the Roof' and/or "Schindler's List." 
In other words, survey analysts wrote, "for many of these young 
people, Jewish history as filtered through a Hollywood or Broad
way lens was their sole 'Jewish experience' while growing up." 
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AN ISRAELI SOLDIER adjusts a flag before the eve of the country's Memorial Day to commemorate 
Israeli soldiers killed in wars since 1948, on the Mount of Olives military cemetery in Jerusalem, on 
May 10. 

870 Oakbwn ,\wnu(, Cnnstnn, RJ 02910 

Phonc(-tOlll1}-20'.iO• l :1x(.Wl)<t6-t-H97 

www.brucelane.com 

Divestment in Israel 
threatens interfaith ties 

NEW YORK (JTA) - As 
a growing number of Protes
tant churches consider impos
ing economic sanctions against 
Israel, the Jewish community is 
threatening to abandon interfaith 
dialogue with mainstream Prot
estant groups. 

"Any Protestant denomina
tion that would consider the 
weapon of economic sanctions to 
be unilaterally and prejudicially 
used against the State oflsrael, or 
those who would hold the State 
of Israel to a standard different 
from any other sovereign state, 
creates an environment which 
makes constructive dialogue 
almost impossible," mainstream 
Jewish defense groups and the 
three main religious streams 
wrote in an April 22 letter to 

Protestant leaders. 
The letter is considered the 

strongest language that Jewish 
i;roups have used to date on the 
issue. 

The letter "signals a change 
in the tone and the tenor of our 
discourse," said Ethan Felson, 
assistant executive director of 
the Jewish Council for Public 
Affairs. 

The missive comes after 
a flurry of recent activity by 
churches considering divest
ment some nine months after a 
Protestant group first made it a 
prominent issue. 

That was last summer, when 
the Presbyterian Church USA 
passed a resolution considering a 
"selective, phased divestment" of 

companies that do business with 
Israel. 

The resolution shocked 
Jewish officials, who in reaction 
scurried to step up interfaith rela
tions. But it also created a point 
of departure for other Protestant 
denominations to mull divest
ment as a way, they believe, to 
promote Mideast peace. 

In November 2004, the 
board of the Episcopal Church 
voted to consider corporate 
actions against companies that 
"contribute to the infrastructure 
of Israel's ongoing occupation 
of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip," along with companies 
that "have connections to orga
nizations responsible for violence 
against Israel." 

"The emphasis of this process 
is not likely to be divestment," 
according to Maureen Shea, the 
church's director of government 
relations. 

Two weeks ago, the board 
of the United Methodist Church 
voted to conduct a year-long 
study to consider divestment. 
Last week, the United Church 
of Christ released resolutions it 
will consider at its annual confer
ence in Atlanta in July; two sug
gest divestment, while one urges 
Israel to dismantle its West Bank 
securi ty barrier. 

In a move Jewish groups 
consider positive, the Evangeli
cal Lutheran Church in America 
voted last week for "constructive 
investment" to partner with 
Israeli and Palestinian organiza
tions that promote peace. 
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World 

Putin's visit to Israel lacked achievements 
By Lev Krichevsky 

MOSCOW CTTA) - There 
were important issues on the 
agenda when Russian President 
Vladimir Putin visited Israel two 
weeks ago. Still, Russian news
papers seemed most impressed 
that Putin - the first Russian or 
Soviet leader to visit the Jewish 
state - wore a kipah on his head 
when he visited Yad Vashem. 

The action was seen as par
ticularly important because Putin 
previously had avoided wearing 
a kipah, even during a visit to a 
Moscow synagogue a few years 
ago. It gained him even more 
acclaim after Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
refused to wear a yarmulke when 
he visited Yad Vashem, Israel's 
Holocaust memorial. 

But what Putin's visit actu
ally accomplished in terms of 
Russian-Israeli relations is up 
for debate. State-run television 
channels and some of the Russian 
dailies described the visit as a big 

success for Russia, and praised 
Putin's surprise initiative, a sug
gested international conference 
on the Middle East to be held 
in Moscow this fall. Putin first 
proposed this idea in Cairo just 
before he started the Israeli leg of 
his regional tour. 

A prominent Russian Jewish 
religious leader who was a 
member of the Russian delega
tion in Israel said the visit was 
a major success for Russia and 
will benefit relations between 
Moscow and Jerusalem in the 
longer run. 

"This visit being taken in 
Israel is historic, and not only 
because it was the first one but 
also because our relations are 
now changing for the better," 
Berel Lazar, one of Russia's chief 
rabbis, was quoted by news agen
cies as sayrng. 

Official Russian sources 
and some media outlets down
played the differences between 
Moscow and Jerusa lem on the 
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RUSSIAN PRESIDENT VLADIMIR PUTIN, center, reviews an honor guard during a ceremony prior to his 
meeting with Israeli President Moshe Katsav, second from right, at the President's residence in Jerusa
lem April 28. 

issues of the Russian sale of 
anti-aircraft missiles to Syria 
and Russian nuclear coopera
tion with Iran, considered to be 
Israel's most powerful enemy. 
When Israeli officials raised 
their objections to Russia's deals 
with Syria, Putin refused to back 
down, insisting that the sale 
would not harm Israel. 

"The missiles we are pro
viding to Syria are short-range 
anti-aircraft missiles that cannot 
reach Israeli territory," Putin 
told Israeli reporters. "To come 
within their range, you would 
have to attack Syria. Do you want 

to do that?" 
Israeli officials, however, are 

skeptical about Russian assur
ances that Syria won't transfer 
the missiles to terrorist groups, 
such as Hezbollah. 

The Russian president did 
call on Iran to "abandon all tech
nology to create a full nuclear 
cycle and also not obstruct their 
nuclear sites from international 
control." 

Whether these words will be 
translated into action is another 
matter. Both Israel and the 
United States have long believed 
that Russia is providing technol-
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ogy and expertise that is allowing 
Iran to develop a nuclear weap
ons program. 

Many in Moscow's Jewish 
community were unimpressed 
by the visit, which was touted 
by the Kremlin as a way to show 
Russia's growing influence in the 
Middle East. 

'
1This was a historic visit 

without any historic results," 
said Mikhail Chlenov, a long
time Russian Jewish leader. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon praised Putin, using his 
visit to Yad Vashem as an oppor
tunity to remind the world of the 
Soviet Union's role during World 
War II. 
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JERUSALEM: Natan 
Sharansky, who resigned from 
the Israeli cabinet and gave up 
his Knesset seat in protest against 
Israel's scheduled disengagement 
from Gaza, will join an Israeli 
think tank, the Shalem Center 
in Jerusalem, as a Distinguished 
Senior Fellow. The ]TA quotes 
the former Minister for Diaspora 
Affairs and a leader of the Likud 
Party as saying: "In my view the 
disengagement plan is a tragic 
mistake that will exacerbate the 
conflict with the Palestinians, 
increase terrorism and dim the 
prospects for forging a genuine 
peace." Sharansky added that he 
does not object to the withdrawal 
in principle, only to the Palestin 
ian failure to disarm the terrorist 

ity in the assault. Meir told police 
that he alone was involved in the 
matter but police suspect that he 
was ordered to kidnap the youth 
by his mother. Two Arab broth
ers, friends of Meir, were also 
detained. 

WASHINGTON: People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) has apologized 
to the Jewish community for its 
2003 "Holocaust on Your Plate" 
advertising campaign meant to 
show that "the logic and methods 
employed in factory farms and 
slaughterhouses are analogous 
to those used in concentration 
camps." According to the Jerusa
lem Post, PETA president Ingrid 
Newkirk said "I have decided to 
apologize for the pain caused by 
the 'Holocaust on Your Plate' 
Campaign." A typical ad showed 

organizations, Hamas and Hez- a starving man in a concentration 
bollah camp next to a starving cow. 

JERUSALEM: The Israeli 
Government's decision to create 
two new universities, one in the 
Galilee and the other in Ariel, 
a West Bank town, has raised 
questions as to the motives 
behind the decision. Critics point 
out that Israel's existing universi
ties are in deep financial trouble 
and question the need for new 
institutions. They also point out 
that Ariel is a town of 17,000 
in the heart of the West Bank 
and is unlikely to be connected 
physically to Israel if and when 
there is an agreement on territory 
and boundaries. There is already 
a college in Ariel, which will 
become the nucleus of the new 
school. In the Galilee, the new 
university will bring together 
a number of existing regional 
schools. The Israeli cabinet vote 
in favor of creating the new uni
versities was strictly along party 
lines, the Labor ministers voting 
against, the Likud ministers 
voting for the plan. 

JERUSALEM: Israel's 
population stands at 6.9 million. 
According to Central Bureau 
of Statistics census figures pub
lished just before Independence 
Day and made public by JTA, 
5.5 million Israelis are listed as 
Jews and the rest, 20 percent of 
the population, as Arabs. But the 
first category includes around 
300,000 immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union who are not 
Jewish under rabbinical law. 

TEL AVIV: Meir Amar, 
the 31-year-old son of Israel's 
chief Sephardic Rabbi, Shlomo 
Amar, has confessed to kidnap
ping and beating a 17-year-old 
religious youth who was roman
tically involved with Ayala 
Amar, the rabbi's 18- year- old 
daughter. She and her mother 
were also arrested by Tel Aviv 
police and charged with complic-

WASHINGTON: More 
than 300 members of the House 
of Representatives have signed a 
letter asking Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to return a col
lection of books to the Chabad
Lubavitch movement in the 
United States. The JTA quotes 
the letter as saying, "These rare 
and irreplaceable writings form 
a vital part of Chabad's cultural 
and spiritual heritage." The col
lection contains about 12,000 
volumes seized from the fifth 
Lubavitcher rebbe, Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchak Schneerson, as part of 
a crackdown on religion a few 
years after the Russian Revolu
tion. It has been held for decades 
in the Russian State Library and 
Russian Military Archives. 

WASHINGTON: A 
warning that American Jewry is 
heading towards an Orthodox
non-Orthodox division increas
ingly difficult to bridge, has just 
been issued by a leading member 
of the Conservative Movement, 
Rabbi Jack Wertheimer, in a 
report prepared for the Ameri
can Jewish Committee. Oddly 
enough, says Wertheimer, one 
of the factors contributing to 
this division is the reluctance 
of Jewish leaders to discuss the 
problem. 

Wertheimer says his own 
movement is too w~ak and dis
organized to agree on a posi
tion and has remained out of 
what discussion does take place. 
The Orthodox believe that the 
Reform movement will cease to 
exist in the future due to assimi
lation and the Reform Movement 
is convinced that it speaks for the 
majority of American Jews and 
that Orthodoxy will disappear. 
Meanwhile, according to the 
New York Jewish Week, every
one is papering over the differ
ences that will some day have to 
be dealt with. 
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Independence Day 
NORTH AMERICAN immigrants who came to Israel through the 
Nefesh B' Nefesh group pose with their new babies at Sacher Park 
in Jerusalem, Monday. The group gathered in the park to learn the 
fine art of making 'al-he-esh' -Israeli barbecue - in preparation 
for the Israel Independence Day holiday. 

NEW YORK: UN Sec- to the UN's record of consistent 
retary-General Kofi Annan votes against Israeli interests in 
has met with 50 Jewish leaders the General Assembly. Annan 
from 24 countries in an attempt admitted that much remains to 
to improve the UN's relations be done but added that "the trend 
with Israel and the Jewish world. is unmistakable." The issues dis
According to the JTA, Jewish cussed included anti-Semitism 
leaders praised his efforts but said and human rights. 
there is still room for improve- Compiled by Yehuda Lev 
ment. In particular they pointed 
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& Herald won 
three awards in the 
biweekly category " -Jonathan Rubin 

Barcelona Jews struggle to recapture lost legacy" 

This is the first time our paper has won in this major competition of more than 
6,000 entries. We want to thank all our readers for their continued support, and ask 
that they continue to support us in our 2005 Patron's campaign. The news never stops, 
so please make your donation in thae attached envelope today, and help keep the only 
Jewish newspaper in Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts on a winning streak. 

Sincerely, 
The Staff of the Jewish Voice & Herald 
April 1, 2005 
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In Costa Rica, bagel entrepreneurs offer 
their products to a new market 
By Brian Harris 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica 
QTA) - It used to be that Costa 
Ricans didn't have many choices 
for breakfast: They would almost 
always start the day with gallo 
pinto, a hearty combination of 
leftover black beans and rice, 
with fresh cilantro thrown in for 
flavor. 

Now the Central Ameri
can country has another option 
-bagels. 

About 4,000 bagels are made 
here each day - in a country of 
about four million - and three 
companies are competing for the 
morning nosh market. Two other 
bagel companies have closed. 

It's not an outright bagel war, 
exactly, but Costa Rica still is an 
unlikely venue for the occasional 
bagel battle. 

The two biggest bagel bak
eries are owned by Americans 
who suffered bagel deprivation 
when they moved here. Boston 
Bagel, which opened in 1997, is 
owned by sesame-bagel aficio
nado David Feingold. 

Bagelman's, which opened 
in 2001, is owned by a husband
and-wife team, Malcolm and 
Isabel Mathison. He likes _his 
bagel topped with poppyseeds; 
her favorite is whole wheat. 

"We lived in Connecticut for 
seven years, right on the border 
with New York, and basically 
when we came back down here 
as a family we started saying 'Oh, 

there are no bagels here,'" Isabel 
Mathison said. 

Feingold sa id he "sort df 
missed bagels" . when his wife's 
job with the World Bank brought 
them to Costa Rica from Wash
ington in 1996. The bagel busi
ness was booming in the United 
States, so Feingold figured he'd 
find a market in Costa Rica, 
which tries to emulate many 
American trends. 

He also was encouraged by 
the fact that some 3,000 Jews 
and 15,000 expatriate U.S. citi 
zens live in Costa Rica, creating 
a potential market. 

Travel writer Elliot Greens
pan, a native New Yorker who 
loves everything bagels, has lived 
in Costa Rica for 13 years, four of 
them before the first bagel store 
opened. 

Until then, he would bring 
bagels back from his trips to the 
United States, carrying "as big a 
bag as you can get stuffed in an 
overhead compartment," he said. 

Boston Bagel, Feingold's 
first entrepreneurial venture, 
filled a local need. 

"When we first opened, 
people walked into the shop and 
yelled 'Bagels in Costa Rica! 
Wow!'" Feingold said. 

A former official at the U.S. 
Agency for International Devel
opment, Feingold heads a local 
Reform synagogue, B'nai Israel, 
which has about 250 members. 
He learned bagel-baking at a 

store in his native Boston. 
Isabel Mathison is Costa 

Rican and her husband is English; 
neither is Jewish. They learned to 
make bagels at a Chicago-based 
chain also called Bagelman's, 
though they tweaked the formula 
for the Costa Rican market. 

Malcolm Mathison has a 
long business history in Central 
America, not all of it glorious. 

In the late 1990s he formed 
the Central American Coffee 
Company through mergers and 
acquisitions, claiming it was the 
region's largest coffee grower and 
exporter. 

But with the global coffee 
market tanking, the company 
failed in early 1999, leaving mil
lions of dollars in debts. Allega
tions of fraud swirled, and top 
officials in Guatemala and Hon
duras were indicted. 

Top executives in the 
region's coffee industry are still 
bitter about Mathison, who they 
believe damaged the industry's 
credibility. Mathison denies any 
wrongdoing, though he admits 
he never gave authorities in Gua
temala and Honduras the oppor
tunity to question him. 

Feingold started with a tra
ditional bagel store where he sold 
bagels, accessories and little else. 
Last year, he sold the store to a 
caterer - who belongs. to the 
local Orthodox shul of 2,500-
members - and now focuses 
primarily on baking. 
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AMID THE ELEGANT DECOR, FEDERAL 

RESERVE RETAINS A WARMTII THAT 

WILL SUIT YOUR DESIRE FOR ANY 

MOOD FROM CASUAL TO BLACK TIE. 

THE RESTAURANT LAYOUT ENABLES 

YOU TO HOST AN EVENT FOR 2 5 TO 

3 50 AND STILL FEEL COMFORTABLY 

ACCOMMODATED. 
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Food 

Photo : Brian Harris fJTA 

'MEAT' THE PUBLIC - Jeremy Zibell slices homemade pastrami for 
pre-opening customers at his New York Deli, which will be Costa 
Rica's first kosher deli . 

:}oin us now for 

Suncla!J 13runch 
'E>:JOJ {ireaf rfool anl {ireaf Views 

every Sunla3 9:30-2:30 

f14•p?!on 
Children (12&,under) 57.9s 

Last seaUng for Brunch is at 2:00 pm 

• Caferin_'} avaifa6fe • 'R.§hearsaf 1.Jinners 
• 'Jn-house 1Verldin3s • '&r/'&t "Mifzvah 
• 11.nniversa':f 1'arfies • Special Occasions 

• '&n1ue{r 
• Showers 
• 'Fun/raisers 

V1,ew. o.w,, new ~ ~ menu 
ai www.~.com 

~ 
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L--J 

rtes-
732.-2-332. 

898 Oakland Beach Avenue 
Warwick . Rhode Island 
www.cherrystqnesrl.com 
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Books LIBRARY REVIEW CoLuMN 

Jewish music in America 
By Judith S. Greenblatt 

The variety of music that 
fits the category "Jewish Music 
in America" is enormous. (For a 
live demonstration check out the 
concert Sunday May 22nd at 2 
p.m. at Temple Emanu-El. You'll 
find a description of the concert 
elsewhere in this issue.) The BJE 
also has a wide variety of materi
als available ro those who would 
like enjoy this music, or learn 
more about it. 

CDs include: 
Introducing the world of 

American Jewish music. Milken 
Archive of American Jewish 
Music, Naxos, 2003. This is 
the first recording produced by 
the Milken Archive, and ir is 
a sampler of the rich variety of 
Jewish music, sacred and secular, 
that has developed through the 
course of the Jewish experience 
in America. It includes pieces 
by Dave Brubeck and Leonard 
Bernstein, Darious Milhaud and 
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco, 
Yehudi Wyner and Joseph 
Rumshinsky, and that's only 
the beginning. By the time the 
project is finished , 50 CDs will 
have been produced, bringing to 
us rare, new, and rediscovered 
American classics. There's some
thing for everyone, all beautifully 
produced. 

Jewish: how Yiddish songs and 
synagogue melodies influenced 
Tin Pan Alley, Broadway, and 
Hollywood, by Jack Gottlieb. 
SUNY and Library of Con
gress, 2004. Shows how the 
minority Jewish culture infused 
and enriched American musi
cal culture. Transliterations and 
translations of the Hebrew and 
Yiddish songs discussed are 
included, as is a 50 track CD. 

9oa1L~ 

GERSHWLN 
REMEMBERED 

ing information on the Jewish 
aspects of their lives. 

Videos include: 
George Gershwin Remem

bered, Peter Adam. A&E Home 
Video, 1987. The story of song
writer, George Gershwin. Fea
tures performances of his classics 
by the Philharmonic and inter
views with friends and family. 

Itzhak Perlman in the Fid
dler's House. Thirteen/WNET, 
1995. Irzak Perlman-explores rhe 
burst of vitality in contemporary 
klezmer music, visiting the Brave 
Old World, The Klezmatics, 
and the Klezmer Conservatory 
Band along the way. 

Joseph and the Amaz
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
Universal Srudios,1999. A 
journey through the Joseph 
story by way of the spectacu
lar visuals and songs featu ring 
Donny Osmond, Maria Fried
man, Richard Attenborough and 
Joan Collins. 

Yiddish sing along: memo
rable folk songs tracing the 
Jewish experience. This video 
moves to America from the 
shetel, and included gems from 
the Yiddish theater. Produced 
by Mike Burstyn, it includes the 
story behind each song, told in 

English. 

Tapes include: 
The Barry Sisters Sing. 

House of Menorah for Gal-Ron. 
This tape includes My Yiddishe 
Momme and Rosshinkes und 
Mandlin. 

Jan Peerce Sings Yiddish 
Folk Songs. Vanguard Records, 

May 13, 2005 

1963. Yiddish songs from the 
18th century Hassidic movement 
to the Second World War, from 
the life of Eastern European 
Jews and Jewish immigrants ro 
America. 

Judy Greenblatt is director of 
library services at the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of R hode Island. 

Some books are: 
Bless our year's songbook, 

by Rachelle Nelson. Transcon
tinental Music, 2004. Collec
tion of original songs, mainly in 
English, for events in the Jewish 
life cycle. The music includes the 
vocal line, and the piano accom
paniment. 

Leonard Bernstein, by Mike 
Venezia. Children'sl Press divi
sion of Grolier, 1997. A brief 
and breezy illustrated biography 
Bernstein that is part of the Get
ting to Know the World l s Great
est Composers series. Stars of 
David, Rock 'n' Roll 'sJewish sto
ries, Scott R. Benarde, Brandeis 
University Press, 2003. Covering 
quite a different area, this book 
includes brief biographies of over 
fifty Jewish musicians, includ-

Sharon bio written for young adults 

Funny, it doesn't sound 

EAST SIDE TUTORING 
www.eastsidetutoring.com 

401-261-7769 

lb 
Build Confidence Reduce Stress 

Increase Self-Esteem 

EXAM PREPARATION 

STUDY SKILLS 

TUTORING: 
biology, chemistry 

middle school math, algebra I and geometry 
American history 

Spanish 

SMALL GFOJP EXFa3l1DRY VVRmNG a.ASSES 

Contact: Ruth Kiven Arellana 
Check www.eastsidetutoring.com for more 

information about spring and summer programs 

By Penny Schwartz 
BOSTON, May 5 OTA) 

- A new biography of Ariel 
Sharon that is geared for young 
adults couldn't have come at a 
better time. 

As the Israeli prime minister, 
as controversial now as ever, takes 
very public actions in the Middle 
East, Norman H . Finkelstein's 
book provides readers with useful 
bac\<.ground information on 
Sharon. 

Finkelstein, who has written 
many non-fiction books for chil
dren, including one about Zionist 
leader Theodor Herzl, has won 
the National Jewish Book Award 
twice. 

Finkelstein's story begins in 
April 1948, when Sharon was a 
20-year-old Israeli military pla
toon leader. Sharon's name then 
was Ariel Scheinerman, and he 
was known as Arik. 

The scene is a fierce battle 
on the plains of Latrun during 
the Israeli war for independence. 
After a time, Sharon's unit found 
itself fighting alone. A soldier 
asks how the leader is going to 
get them out. 

"'Look,'" Finkelstein quotes 

',-,, ·~ 

What matters most to you 
is close to your heart 

''f, 

Iii 

"'• .'":-=:' ·•,i. 
Including the Providence Public 
Library in your estate planning will 
enrich lives for generations to come. 
Call (401) 455-8011 ro learn more. ,_ 
Providence Public Library 

Sharon as saying, "'I've gotten 
you our of a !or of tight places 
before. I'll get you out of this too. 
Just get back and do what I told 
you.' " 

The story of how Sharon 
courted his first wife, who died 
tragically ·when she was young, 
is the one Finkelstein says he 
likes best, because it illustrates 
Sharon's personality. 

"H e sees this pretty girl and 
he cuts through a fence" between 
his yard and her school "to get to 
the other side," he said. "Thar's 
who he is. Direct." 

Sharon was born in a small, 
dusty farming settlement in 
Palestine to Russian immigrant 
parents on Feb. 27, 1928. 

"He grew up in Israel's wild 
west, in an odd family, almost 
like people who couldn't get 
along with their neighbors," Fin
kelstein said. 

Finkelstein also writes about 
Sharon's personal life. He has 
faced many tragedies, not least 
among them the death of his 
young son in an accident with 
Sharon's gun. 

Sharon finds solace at his 
800-acre Sycamore Farm in the 
northern Negev. "He defines 
himself always as a man of the 
soil,'' Finkelstein said. "But in his 
heart, what drives him is the con
tinuation of the Stare oflsrael."' 
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Medical Arts 

Metchnikoff: Unlocking the secrets of starfish 

Stanley 
AronsonMD. 

T h e y 
described him 
as a large man; 
broad of shoul
ders, ample in 
girth, abun
dantly bearded 
and speaking 
French with a 
distinct Rus
sian accent. 

His full 
name- was llya Ilich Mechnikov 
(or Metchnikoff) but friends and 
family called him Elie. H e was 
born in 1845 in the Ukranian 
village oflvanovka in the shadow 
of the ancient city of Kharkov. 
His education in developmental 
biology was completed at the 
Kharkov State University in 1864 

the- dye. Using Greek roots he 
coined a name for his discov
ery: "phagocytes" ( cells which 
devour). Metchnikoff expanded 
his studies on the mysterious 
phagocytes to demonstrate that a 
wide. range of creatures, includ
ing man, were endowed with 
them, that they were located in 
tissues beyond the blood vessels 
and that they were also found in 
the white blood cells. 

Metchnikoff entered into an 
extended debate with research 
pathologists who believed that 
these cells were merely passive 
carriers of foreign material such 
as germs (germs could sometimes 
be demonstrated within the 
interior of phagocytes). M etch
nikoff's contention was that the 

There are those w ho still subscribe 
to his belief that a diet principally 
of yogurt is life-prolonging. 

and he was then appointed as 
professor of zoology at the Uni
versity of Odessa where he taught 
- and quietly undertook some 
basic research- fo r the next 12 
years. In 1882 he was invited to 
Messina, Italy where he worked 
on the embryology of a family of 
marine invertebrates including 
the starfish. It was with these 
primitive creatures that Metch
nikoff tnade his first and most 
signifi cant discovery. 

In observing the structural 
development of the starfish, from 
its embryonic beginn ings as a 
cluster of cells to its maturity, 
he noted some rounded, mobile, 
microscopic cells, which didn't 
seem to fulfill any obvious func
tion. Metchnikoff's inquisitive 
mind suggested an experiment: 
he injected a small quantity of 
a red dye into the interior of a 
living, adult starfish to see how, 
or even whether, these unknown 
cells would react. To his delight, 
under the microscope they 
reacted promptly and energeti
cally by eating the fragments of 

cells were active defenders of the 
body, absorbing and ultimately 
destroying alien invaders such as 
bacteria. Repeated experiments 
finally validated his thesis that 
these cells were crucial to the 
body's integrity. 

Pasteur Institute director 
In 1887 Metchnikoff was 

invited to join the prestigious 
Pasteur Institute in Paris and in 
1895 he was chosen as its direc
tor. During the two succeeding 
decades Metchnikoff's research 
in the elements of the body's vital 
defenses - in a new field which 
he called cellular immunology
flourished, and with a German 
scientist named Paul Ehrlich, he 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
medicine and physiology in 1907. 
Ehrlich maintained that specific 
proteins in the globulin fraction 
of the blood stream - we now 
call them antibodies - were 
crucial in protecting the human 
body against bacterial and viral 
invasion. Ehrlich's inaugural 
research and Metchnikoff's 
discoveries combined to found 

D 
Fall River 

Jewish Home 

-C 

538 ROBESON ST. , FALL RIVER, MA 

A skilled nursing facility 
providing complete rehabilitative service and spiritual support 

RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED 

h* Only 20 minwesfrom Providence 

For Personal Tour Call 
508-679-6172 * ' 

the critically 
important 
field of clini
cal immunol
ogy, with an 
indispens
able, col-
1 ab or at i ve 
role played 
by both the 
phagocytes of 
the body and 
the proteins 
called anti
bodies. 

M e tch 
n i koff 's 
phago cy te s 
turned out to 
be more than 
cells with 
an appetite 
for foreign 
invaders. He 
found that 
these cells 
could, over 
time, increase 
their immune 
response to a specific bacterium 
in a host. 

Working closely with the 
great French research bacteri
ologist, Roux, Metchnikoff's 
experiments aided researchers to 
understand the complexities of 
syphilis and a means by which 
newer anti-syphilitic drugs might 
be evaluated. Metchnikoff's work 

in succeeding years dealt with 
many fundamental components 
of human biology and human 
responses to infectious disease. 

Demographic studies 
Metchnikoff later developed 

an interest in why some people 
lived longer than others. His 
demographic studies led him 
to certain villages in Bulgaria 

where, despite great poverty, 
many people lived beyond the 
age of 90. He speculated that the 
operative factor might be their 
curious diet. He noted that many 
lived principally on a soured 
milk product called yogurt. His 
research isolated a harmless 
germ called lactobacillus, which 
may have provided some form of 
bodily protection. H is early find
ings indicated that this bacillus 
might have a suppressive effect 
on other, harmful germs. 

Metchnikoff died at age 71 
in 1916 in the midst of World 
War I, before his progress in the 
biology of aging, (a field that he 
called gerontology) had advanced 
very far. There are those who still 
subscribe to his belief that a diet 
principally of yogurt, is life-pro
longing. 

In his final years, M etch
nikoff wrote some philosophi
cally oriented texts on the nature 
of man. One of his last reflections 
concerned the role of science: 

"If there can be formed an 
ideal able to unite men in a kind 
of religion of the future, this 
ideal must be founded on scien
tific principles. And if it be true, 
as has been asserted so often, that 
man can live by faith alone, the 
faith must be in the power of sci
ence." 

Dr. Stanley Aronson is Dean 
Emeritus of Brown University 
School of Medicine. 

.£ELS 

Attention: 
Veterans and Their Spouses 

Known as "The Residence of Choice fo r Seniors," EPOCH 

Assisted Living is now offering veterans and the ir spou ses a 

new way to help offset costs associated with assisted living. 

The Veteran 's Assistance Program provides a monthly pension to 

help pay for assisted living to qualified veterans and their spouses. 

Call EPOCH Assisted Living today for more information on 

how to apply f~,r the Veteran's Assistance Program. 

~ 
IEPOCH® 

A S SI S T ED L I V I N G 

East Side Blackstone Boulevard 
353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 

Call Arlene Nihill • 401 -273-6565 
O ne Butler Avenue • Providence, RI 
Call Betl1 McCrae • 401-2 75-0682 

www.cpochsl.com 

The Residence of Choi.fe for Seniors ~ 
ffl:;.-:::":'I 
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Community 
Newport walk, puppets perform, in May 
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LITERATURE, MUSIC, AND 
FILM OF THE HOLOCAUST 
THIS SUMMER AT BOSTON 
.UNIVERSITY 
Explore issues of representation, history and 
personal expenence raised by artworks of the 
Holocaust era . 

Visit: www.bu.edu/summer 
Or call: 617-353-51 24 

Winkleman Travel 
Since 1974 

Go to Israel this vear! 
From NY: EL AL ISRAIR 
From Boston: 
From Prov: 

All Major Airlines 
Continental Air Canada 

Let us handle all your needs, flights, hotels, car rentals, touring. 

943-7700 
720 Reservoir Ave., Cranston 

1-800-234-5595 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Bureau of Jewish Education 
(BJE) and the Touro Synagogue 
Foundation are co- sponsoring 
two programs which highlight 
the 350th anniversarv of the 
Jewish people coming· to North 
America: 

Explore the Roots and 
Routes of American Jewish 
Life. A Visit to Historic Jewish 
Newport: A Walking Tour, will 
be held on Sunday, M av 15, at 3: 
30 p.m. in Newport. Participants 
will meetatTouro Svnagogue and 
stroll through Newport's Histori
cal Hill with a guide, discovering 
the history of colonial Newport 
and stories about the founders 
of Touro Synagogue. Roundtrip 
bus transportation to Newport 
will be provided from designated 
locations in Providence and East 
Greenwich. Buses will depart 
at approximately 2:30 p.m. and 
leave from Newport at approxi
mately 5:30 p.m., arriving at des
ignated stops at approximately 6: 
30 p.m. 

On Tuesday, May 17th 
at 7 p.m., Proclaim Liberty: A 
21st Century View of 350 Years 
of Jewish Life in America will 
be held at Borders Books and 
Cafe in Garden City, Cranston. 

Daniel Barash w ill bring his puppet workshop t o Borders Books and 
Cafe in Garden City, Cranston. 

The program will feature Daniel 
Barash and The Shadow Puppet 
Workshop as well as a student art 
display, "What Freedom Means 
to Me," submitted by students 
from many of Rhode Island's 
synagogues and day schools. 
Barash will depict the arrival of 
the first Jews to New Amsterdam, 
North America. Participants will 
make their own shadow puppet 

and participate in Barash's play. 
Refreshments will be served 

and the top three art entries will 
be awarded a Borders gift certifi
cate. 

Each of the programs is free and 
open to the community. For addi
tional information and bus reserva
tions, contact Robin Kauffman at 
331-0956 or Rkauffman@bjeri.org. 

~ Phone: 401-323-5220 r---, Pager: 800-616-6571 
JORI dedicates children's Holocaust memorial 

Garage Doors 
Residential & Commercial Installation & Service 

Doors, Electric Operators & Repairs 
"The best values in service you can buy" 

George's Mobile Shop Senice 
Extensive Ex£erience RI Lie. 17220 

WAKEFIELD - Camp 
JORI and the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Museum will dedicate 
a memorial to the children of the 
H olocaust at 2 p.m. on May 22 
at the camp. More than a mil
lion children died during the 
Holocaust. 

The memorial was first pro
posed by Sam Reiter, an Eagle 
Scout candidate. 

~ FIRST HORIZON. 
HOME LOANS 

Jonathan Salinger, Manager 
Deborah Salinger, Loan Coordinator 

Providing expert advice 
on all your home 

purchasing and refinances 

Less Stress. More Choices. 

~ 

Following World War II, 
JORI received a number of chil
dren who were refugees from 
the death camps. T he site for 
the memorial is on the crest of a 
hill overlooking Worden's Pond, 
selected for its serenity and view 
of the pond. It is to be an area for 
reflection and education. Sam 
prepared the area with the help 
of his Eagle Scout troop and his 
family. JORI staff has assisted 
with the clean-up and prepara-

tion. A large stone monument 
was set in place after many tons 
of stones were spread and graded 
by Sam and his father to support 
the base of the memorial. 

Camp JORI on Worden's 
Pond is located at 1065 Wor
den's Pond Road, Wakefield, 
R.l. To RSVP, call Camp 
JORI at 463-3170 or email 
campjori@hotmail.com. Direc
tions are available online at 
www.campjori.com. 

Holocaust Museum plans 
annual meeting June 9 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Rhode Island Holocaust Museum 
sponsored an adult "March of the 
Living" trip to Poland in May. 
Participants will report to the 
community at the museum's 
annual meeting on June 9 at 7 
p.m. at the Jewish Community 
Center (JCC). 

Officers and board members 
who will be installed include: 
Carol Sugarman, president; Paul 
Silver, Toby London, and Jay 
Strauss, vice-presidents; Rita 
Williams, secretary; and Peter 
l\1ezei, treasurer. 

Beginning a two-year term 
on the board of directors will be 
Myrna Aronson, Melissa Baker, 
Sherry Cohen, Alice Eichen
baum, Gloria Feibish, Sharon 
Gaines, Linn Freedman, Susan 

Resnik, Ken 
Schneider, Al 
Silverstein, Rita 
Singer, Joyce 
Starr and Peter 
Wegner. 

Awards will 
be presented for I it"oi'.oc:Ausr 
volunteer and I MUSE UM 
teacher of the 
year. Morris Gastfreund and Rita 
Singer will present special awards 
to winners of the museum's art 
and writing contest. 

Joyce Starr will chair the 
event. DeeD ee Witman will be 
the installing officer, and Cantor 
Richard Perlman will deliver a 
d'var Torah. 

The meeting is open to the 
community. For reservations, call 
453-7860. . 

I 
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Community 

The Way We Were 

Owen Kwasha of Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., sent the newspaper this photo of the Roger Williams 
Lodge AZA 273 (Aleph Zadik Aleph). He writes that it was taken in the early spring of 1943 and shows 
members who attended a convention and basketball tournament in New York City, staying at the 
New Yorker Hotel. Twelve to 18 months later, most of these members enlisted in the service of their 
country. Shown are, from front to back row, : Shep Kaufman, Owen Kwasha, George Bressler, Bert 
Rubin and Irwin Rubin; Abe Lobel, Gil Movsovitz, Marty Brown, Len Engle, Harold Dubin, Syd Resnick, 
and Larry Davis, Jack Pearl, and Ken Resnick. 

Schechter dancers to perform at PPAC 
PROVIDENCE - Stu

dents from the Alperin Schechter 
Day School will be performing at 
"Chance to Dance," a program of 
Dance Alliance of Rhode Island, 
Inc., at the Providence Perform
ing Arts Center at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 25. 

The children have been 
involved since October helping 
with research and choreography, 
and practicing their dances. 

JFS adds 
counselor 

The Schechter students are 
Sasha Brennan, Max Brumberg
Kraus, Sylvia Catania, Rebekah 
Heath, Noah Jennis, Joshua 
Kaufman, Anton Koudriartseva, 
Daniella Levine, Ruben Lit
manovich, Ezra Meren, Danilo 
Milevsky, Dahlia Neeman, Alli-

son Robbio, Tyler Samberg and 
Leah Tinberg. 

Tickets at the door are S 15 
for adults and $5 for students. 

For more info, contact 
CyynthisLoSasso@yahoo.com 
or hscheff@cox.net, 437-9562 or 
885-6073. 
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• International Presidents Club 
ofTop Producers 2002, 2003, 
and 2004 

• Kent County Washington 
Board of Realtors Platinum 
Circle of Excellence Award 

Relocation Specialist 
Certified New 
Homes Specialist 
401-884-8050 ext. 139 Office 
401-374-4488 Cell 
Bonn,e.Kaplan@NEMoves.com 
Bonniesellshouses.com 

"Let Bonnie's Experience 
Work for You!" 

527 Main Street 
East Greenwich, RI 02818 

bonniego 

13on.nie (j. (joftf 401-724· 

Join us as we celebrate 
our TEAM's successes 

at the 

COLDWC!LL 
BANll(eRm 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

~~ ·~,fl 
~ ,, . 

PROVIDENCE- Suzanne 
Jacobs, a licensed clinical social 
worker, has joined the staff of 
Jewish Family Service. She will 
counsel children and adolescents, 
as well as conduct individual, 
marital, and family therapy. 

JSA Annual Meeting 

Jacobs has worked as a medi
cal and school social worker in 
Israel. She has experience in vari
ous clinical settings, including 
education and residential camps 
both in the United States and 
Israel. 

Originally from New York 
City, Jacobs holds a master's 
degree from SUNY Binghamton 
and an M SW from the Univer
sity of W ashington. She cur
rently resides in Sharon, M ass., 
with her husband and three 
children. She is a recipient of the 
Connecticut Psychological Asso
ciation's award for distinguished 
contribution to the practice of 
psychology. 

Jewish Seniors Agency: 
The Work of Champions 

May 24, 2005 

7:00 PM 

At The Phyllis Siperstein TAMARISK 
Assisted Living Residence 

Tribute to, Pat Cohen for her outstanding presidency 

Presentation of Maurice Glicksman Leadership Award 

Installation of Richard Licht as President 

Installation of JSA Officers and Board Members 

Susette Rabinowitz 
Executive Director 

Refreshments will be served 

RSVP by May 14 to: 
Joyce at 351-4750 

Richard Licht 
Acting President 
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Community 
PHDS Amudim dinner to present annual honors 

Alfred and Ruth Weiner will be honored with the Dor Le'dor Genera
tion to Generation award at the Providence Hebrew Day School's 
annual Amudim dinner in June. 

Commmission from 2% to 4% 

Customized advertising 

Full-service Realtor 

Proven Multi-Million-Dollar 
Performer 

FREE on-line home evaluation: 
__ ___.......__, www.davidkaplanhomes.com 

David Kaplan 
OFFICE - 401-270-6766 

Cm-401-230-8571 

1h,, J,•v..-i"h Th,•atre ln-.emble ,1f RI 
cordi.llly invit,·~ y<1u to attend 

Samson & Delilah's 
.Weddi~ 

A MUSICAL PARODY 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JULES GELADE 

M•lcJ.._/eo...b All Idled into one very tunny shawl 
£::ntertainmellt (or the entltt f.amlly, from 10 to 110 

May 1i 7:30 May 14 8:30 May 15 1:00 & 7:00 
May19 7:30 MayS18:30 May2t 1,00 

Performed at The Jewish Community Center 
401 Elmg:r-0ve Ave. Provic:J~nce 

f,1cni~, frum th.., ll<nwn Foolball Stadmm) 

llSl8YATIONS 401-!'!61-8800, voicemail 189 or 401-272-8631 

PROVIDENCE - The 
Providence H ebrew Day School 
(PHDS) will hold its annual 
Amudim dinner on Sunday, June 
5, at 5:30 p.m. in the school. 
Rabbi Dr. Nachman Cohen and 
Alfred and Ruth Weiner will be 
the honorees. 

Rabbi Cohen, a past dean of 
the school, arrived in Providence 
in 1965 on a National Science 
Foundation Fellowship in phys
ics at Brown University, where he 
was awarded a master's degree in 
1966. ln 1967, he received a Ph.D. 
in philosophy from Boston Uni
versity. Shortly after his arrival in 
Providence, he began lecturing in 
Torah throughout the commu
nity, and thereafter was selected 
as the dean of PHDS, a position 
he held for many years. He is also 
known as the founding principal 
of the New England Academy of 
Torah. Under his leadership the 
school grew to over 300 students, 
and included two dormitory 

Rabbi Dr. Nachman Cohen 

facilities for out-of-town boys 
and girls. Rabbi Cohen's atten
tion to the religious, spiritual and 
emotional needs of every student 

made him beloved by the entire 
parent and student body. 

The Weiner family dates 
back to grandfather Israel Weiner, 
who was active in the Providence 
community beginning in 1908. 
In 1965, they enrolled their first 
child in PHDS, and have had a 
child or grandchild in the school 
ever since. Ruth Weiner volun
teered for years in the Ladies 
Association, Pesach candy and 
wine sale, Hanukkah gift shop, 
and as a substitute teacher, while 
her husband Alfred served as the 
calendar expert at the Day School 
minyan, and as the gabbai at 
Mishkan Tefillah, Bar Mitzvah 
teacher, and at the Lincoln Park 
Cemetery leading unveilings and 
memorial prayers. 

The Weiners have three 
children, two daughters-in
law and 10 grandchildren and 
will be presented with the Dor 
Le'dor Generation To Genera
tion award. 

Centuries of classics celebrated 
PROVIDENCE - What 

do the Andrews Sisters, Leonard 
Bernstein and Dave Brubeck have 
in common? Who are Shalom 
Secunda and Moishe Oysher 
- and why should we know, 
anyway? How could traditional 
Sephardic Liturgy have anything 
to do with "Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy"? And what about 
the song, "God Bless America"? 
Be at this year's annual Benton 
A. Odessa Memorial Concert at 
Temple Emanu-El and all will 
become clear. 

) 
From the moment the first 

Jewish household was established 
in New Amsterdam in 1654, 
Jewish music has been a distin
guishing element and a unifying 
force. This year's Odessa Con
cert, directed by Cantor Brian 
Mayer, will trace the Jewish/ 

Cantor Judy Seplowin, left, of Temple Beth-El, and Cantor Brian 
Mayer, of Temple Emanu-EI, will perform at the annual Benton A. 
Odessa Memoria l Concert to be held at Temple Emanu-EI May 22. 

American experience from pre
colonial times to the modern era. 

NEW BEDFORD 

Wound care · 
IV therapy and hydration · 

Medical services Rehabilitative services • 
• Pam management Restorative therapy • C AKosher]ewishfacility ~ 

w Bedford Jewish Convalescent Home 
0 Hawtlwrn Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 

508.997.9314 • Fax: 508-996-3664 

The featured guest per
former will be Cantor Judy 
Seplowin of Temple Beth-EL 
Cantor Joseph Ness from Temple 
Emanu-El in West Hartford has 
done the orchestrations and will 
conduct the 20-piece chamber 
orchestra. In addition, the voices 
of the Temple Emanu-El C hoir, 
Choral Club, Kol Kesem Teen 
Choir and Junior Choir will 
accompany Cantors Seplowin 
and Mayer. Rabbi W ayne Frank
lin will narrate the program. 

The Odessa concert will be 
held on Sunday, May 22 at 3 p.m. 
on the concluding day of Temple 
Emanu-El's Educational/Musical 
Festival. The concert will be fol
lowed by a Kosher Southwest Bar
becue (with vegetarian options) . 

The concert will be in the 
main sanctuary, and is free and 
open to the public. Reservations 
are necessary for the barbecue. 
For more information, call the 
temple office at 331-1616. 

.... 
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the mayor on all issues. $10 w/ 
payment received by May 19 or 
$15 at the door. Located at the 
JCCRI. Includes a breakfast 
buffet. All first time attendees 
receive $3 off the admission 
price. Contact Tavlin, 861-8800, 
ext. 205, or tavlin@jccri.org for 
more info. 

Torat Yisrael's mystery 
family outing 

11 a.m. Food and fun for 
kids and adults. Dress very 
casually and bring a dairy picnic 
lunch; dessert and drinks pro
vided by Torat Yisrael. (Hint: 
You'll need some cash to buy 
tokens for rides and games.) 
For more information, contact 
785-1800 or cberger@toratyisra 
el.org. 

Camp JO RI dedication 
2 p.m. at the camp, 1065 

Worden's Pond Rd., Wake
field. Monument to the chil
dren of the Holocaust. To 
RSVP call 463-3170 or email 
campjori@hotmail.com. For 
directions: www.campJon.com. 
See Community. 

Benton Odessa concert 
atEmanu-El 

3 p.m. American music to 
celebrate 350th anniversary of 
Jews in North America, followed 
by, at: 5 :30 p.m. Texas-style bar
becue to end educational festival. 
Call 331-1616 for more info and 
reservations. 

Beth-El annual meeting 
7 p.m. 150th annual meeting 

of the congregation. 

TUES., MAY 24 
Torat Yisrael's East 

Greenwich lunch & learn 
Noon - 1:30 p.m. Learn 

about contemporary issues in 
the light of Jewish sources, and 
lunch, with Rabbi Levin at Trat
toria del Corso, 223 Main St., 
East Greenwich. Order lunch 
individually; study session on 
"When Lying is the Right Thing 
to do" is free of charge. RS VP 
to 785-1800 or cberger@toratyi 
srael.org. 

WED., MAY 25 
Schechter dancers 

6:30 p.m. At the Providence 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets 
are $15 for adults, S5 for stu
dents, general seating. For info: 
CynthiaLosasso@Yahoo.com, 
hscheff@cox.net, 437-9562 or 
885-6073. See Community. 

TUES., MAY 31 
Torat Yisrael's Faith-Full 

Family 
The Faith-Full Family 

interfaith workshops conclude 
with "Integrating the Jewish 
Faith and the Jewish Commu
nity into the Interfaith Family 
Household" facilitated by Rabbi 
Amy Levin and Dan Kane of 
The Jewish Family Service of 
Rhode Island. For more infor
mation, contact Rabbi Levin at 
rabbi@toratyisrael.org. 

WED., JUNE 1 
Cranston Senior Guild 

installation 
Noon at the Venus de Milo 

Stephen F. Schiff, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
MOHEL 

CERTIFIED by Jewish Theological Seminary and 
the Rabbinical Assembly 

CERTIFIED by the American Board ofUrology 401-27 4-6565 

Kids + Suti1ti1er == Creative Cati1ps 

RI Tutorial & 
Educational Services 

Summer Camps and Classes for ages 6-15 

Spark Your Creativity 
Enrichment Camps: 

1' 
Authors and Illustrators Ca111p , I 

Discovering Foreign Lands Through Lite!oture and Art 

Reader's Theater and Costume Maki~g 

Spring and Summer 
Skill Building Courses: 

• Reading • Math • Writing 
• Algebra • Study Skills 

401-723-4459 
www.ritutorial .com 

Restaurant on Rt. 6 in Swansea. 
Annual installation luncheon, 
$18 per paid-up member. Enter
tainment by comedian Joey Rus
sell. R.I. Secretary of State Matt 
Brown will officiate. Raffle to 
follow. For reservations, call Mal 
Ross at 723-8580. 

SUN., JUNE 5 
Jewish Adult Singles 
1 p.m. Walk-in at Roger 

Williams Park. Meet at corner 
of Park Ave. and Park View 
Blvd. (at the field adjacent to 
Park View Jr. High School - 25 
Park View Blvd.). Meet people, 
make new friends. For info: 
Bosch3@yahoo.com or call 946-
7241 or 508-238-7658. 

Fall River Yiddish Club 
1 p.m. Meeting at Adas 

Israel Synagogue, 167 Robeson 
St. Program by Dick Shore, 
pianist and composer, and Bar
bara Shore violin ist, featuring 
Yiddish melodies and music of 
George Gershwin, Jerome Kern 
and Irving Berlin. Dick recently 
retired from teaching music in 
the Rhode Island School Dept. 
and Barbara currently plays with 
the Fall River Symphony. All 
are welcome. Refreshments. For 
more info, call (508)678-4273. 

THURS., JUNE 9 
R.I. Holocaust Museum's 

annual meeting 
7 p.m. Featured program: 

Report from adults who recently 
visited Holocaust sites in Poland. 
Installation of officers and board 
for 2005-06. Presentation of 
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awards. 

CONTINUING SCHEDULE 
Temple Emanu-EI Leisure 

Club 
2005 Mini Session 

Open to all adults. $18. per 
year. 

Monday, May 23 
Reminiscences of World 

War II, Tess Hassenfeld, Russian 
immigrants and Leisure Club 
members. 

Thursdays, May 19, 26 
10 - 10:50a.m.: 
May 19: "Depression in 

Older Adults," Dr. Andrew 
Rosenzweig 

May 26: "Downtown Provi
dence Update," David Brussat, 
"Providence Journal" 

11: 10 a.m. - noon 
URI Speakers Bureau 
May 19: "Forensic Science: 

Crime Evidence Analysis," 
Dennis Hilliard, director of the 
RI State Crime Lab. 

May 26: "Speaking Rhode 
Island-ese!" Roberta Humble, 
Prof. of Communications at 
CCRI. 

Sundays at 2 p.m. 
May 15: "Mild Cognitive 

Impairment," Dr. Stephen Sal
loway, Director of Neurology and 
the Memory & Aging program 
at Butler Hospital and professor 
at Brown Medical School. 

June 5: "Music with Michael 
Miller," jazz pianist and leader of 
the Michael Miller Swingtette. 

SEND US YOUR CALENDAR LISTINGS 
Send calendar listing and contact info to: E-mail: 
vaiceherald@jfri.org; Fax: 401-331-7961; Mail: 130 
Sessions Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Put your contacts to work for you. 

Many seasoned professionals have parlayed their contacts 
and experience into lucrative financial service practices. 

For an independent o'dortunity to ~eiuvenate 
your career, sen your resume to: 

Michael N. Matone, CLU, Ch FC, Managing Partner 
Or ca ll us at (401) 331-8300 

Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network· Providence ~ Northwestern Mutual 2 75 Promenade Street. Su lie 300 
Providence, Rl 02908 FINANCIAL NETWORK' 
michael.matone(!lnmfn.com 

ft~ time for a Quiet Omversation7 \V'Nw.nmfn.c-om/matone 

)!1,.23'.),; e.?l'.lY,n,.~iml.\AIOIUo~nr.:roieu.., ........ , ... .....,_ !ll79-050 

Family-Owned & Operated 
for over 49 years! 

become part of our family of statisfied clients ... 

WORKING WITH BUYERS AND SELLERS FOR OVER 49 YEARS! 

Spitz-Weiss Realtors 
Saul Spitz Howard Weiss Jon Weiss·1 Aleen Weiss 

Claire Sennott Paul Levitt Brian Rutherford 

785 Hope Street• Providence, RI 02906 
www .spitzweissrealtors.com 

MULnPt.E 1.ISnNC SERVICE 

MLS 401-272-6161 [W] 
* Also licensed in MA - 1 Licensed RI Environmental Lead Technician #01 SS 

1 
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Community 
Beth-El plans festive weekend for 
150th fete IRlnm Celebrate 350 

PRO VIDENCE - T hree 
days of celebration, study and 
reflection will mark the 150th 
anniversary of Temple Beth-El, 
the oldest synagogue in Provi
dence and, with 1,200 congre
gants, the largest in Rhode 
Island. 

Jewish Life in America 
1654-2004 

On Friday evening, May 20, 
at 7:45 p.m., the temple will host 
Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie, President of 

the Union for Reform Judaism, at 
its Shabbat worship service. The 
congregation will be introduced 
to the as yet unpublished new 
Reform Prayerbook, Mishkan 
Tefila and copies of My Beth-El, 
a collection of reminiscences, will 

,rh(( &' ']-[arfiou,-
--- ~ 

TILE SHOWROOM 
• Specializing In Ceramic Tile & Natural Stone 

From the World's Finest Manufacturers 
• Low Overhead = Lower Prices! 

[on the waterfront, end of Division Street) 

be distributed to congregants at a 
festive Oneg Shabbat. 

On Saturday, May 20, at 7 
p.m., a gala evening at the temple 
begins with cocktails and con
tinues with dinner and dancing 
until the early hours. Reserva
tions are required 

Finally, on Sunday, May 21, 
also at 7 p.m., the weekend will 
conclude with the temple's 150th 
annual meeting. 

All events will take place 
at the temple, 70 Orchard St., 
in Providence. For information 
and reservations, call Rona at 
331-6070. 

In its next issue the Voice & 
Herald will re-visit the history of 
Temple Beth El, which received 
its charter from the State of 
Rhode Island on June 13, 1855. 
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Photo by Howie Bromberg 

Jewish Theatre Ensemble 
SUSAN LANDAU, Sophie Kieffer and Emily Ma rsella perform in 
"Samson & De lila h's Wedding," a musical parody by Providence's 
Jules Gelade. The Jewish Theatre Ensemble of R.I. is present ing 
this comedy at the Jewish Community Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave, 
Providence. The show runs from now to May 22 . Call 861 -8800, 
ext. 189, or 272-8631 for information and reservations. 

42 Ladd Street, East Greenwich 
Phone: 401-398-1035 • Fax 401-398-1093 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30-5 - Thurs. 7:30-8 - Sat. 8-2 

Touro to install officers 

SWAN 
tv~ 

Offering the Best 
Fine Wines 

Beers & Spirits 
& a Full Selection of 

Kosher Wines 

CRANSTON The 
newly-elected board members 
and officers of Touro Fraternal 
Association, the largest inde
pendent Jewish fraternal order 
in New England, will take their 
oaths of office Wednesday, May 
25, at the Association's 87th 
annual installation meeting. 

FOR ALL OF YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS INCLUDING .• • 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, WEDDINGS AND MUCH MORE 

T he installation ceremonies 
will be held at the Association's 
headquarters (45 Rolfe Square) 
and will be presided over by 
Stevan Labush, installing officer, 
and Bruce W eisman, master of 
ceremonies, both past presidents 
and current board members. 

806 Hope Street • Providence 
Phone: 401-421-5760 

Six members of the Associa
tion's board of directors, Milton 
Bronstein, Jeffrey Davis, Rodney 
Locke, Alan Lury, Lester 

FINAl ClEARANCE 
CUSTOM, All WOOD FRAME, 

HAND-MADE OTTOMANS 
Round ottomans still available 

Now only $25 
Dealer inquiries invited 

Also available custom hand-crafted Judaica 

Call Al Resnick todav! 
Call: 401-739-2140 · E-mail alcor59 @yahoo.com 

Judaica on the web at: www.guthrieweb.com/reshon 

Nathan and Michael Smith, will 
be installed for three-year terms. 
AJ I except D avis, who served as a 
lodge president for the past two 
years, are incumbents. 

The lodge officers to be 
installed will serve one-year 
terms. They are: Harmony 
Lodge: Barry Schiff, president; 
Steven White, vice president, 
Steven W aldman, secretary, and 
Peter H odosh, treasurer. 

Friendship Lodge: Edward 

Deluty, president; Jed Brandes, 
vice president; Adam H alpern, 
secretary, and Steven Shaw, 
treasurer. 

The dinner meeting is open 
to Touro members only. Reser
vations are required and can be 
made by calling Touro at 785-
0066. 

T he Association's board of 
directors will elect its officers at 
its annual organizational meet
ing June 8. 

BBYO elects slate 
STOUGHTON, Mass. Reidy of Newport. Kornetsky 
The New England Region and Reidy will represent New 

B'nai B'rith Youth Organization England at the convention this 
(NER BBYO) elected two new summer at B'nai B'rith Camp 
presidents, Adam Kornetsky Perlman in Starlight, Pa. 
of Sharon, M ass., and Emma 

Knitting a new poncho, sweater or afghan? Look no further than . .. 

THE w~m~ OUTLET 
225 Conant Street - Pawtucket, RI 

Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. · Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
401-722-5600 

Quality Yarns - Great Selection.\ 
DISCOUNT PRICES! ' 

And Needles Too! 

Directions from South: Rt. 95 north to Exil 26 -at first traffic light turn lett 
onto Lonsdale Ave. Turn right at 2nd traffic light onto Weeden St. - turn left 
at 1st traffic light onto Conant St. Bear right to #225 
Directions from North: Rt. 95 South to exit #30. turn right at 2nd traffic 
light onto Central Ave. (Central Ave. becomes Cross St.) Follow to the end. 
Turn lett onto Pine St., then 1st ri ht onto #225 Conant St. 
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JEWISH VOICE & HERALD BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 

ALARM SYSTEMS 

ALARM SYSTEMS, INC. 

Fire Pr~~e~~:: : t;,;s:n;;!e5:~~:~1~of ~c~t!\1~~:~llonce 

Carol Bienenfeld 
2525 West Shore Rood 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02889 
Phone: 401.737.2221 • Toll Free: 1.800.884.5000 
Fox: 401 .737.0585 

Authorlled Dealer 
Security Pro 

www.elecironicolorms.com • corol@electronicolorm.s.com 

ATTORNEYS 

A. Larry Berren 

Audette, Bazar, Berren & Gonzalez, Inc. 
Attorneys at Law 

35 Highland Avenue • East Providence, RI 02914-121 I 

Phone 40 l 438·3800 Fax 40 I 438·3804 
Internet www.abbglaw.com 

E-mail lberren@abbglaw.com 

BANKING 

Sovereign 
Bank I ALWAYS AT YOUR SID( 

1.877 SOV.BANK ! '6f' ,. < 

sove1e1gnbank.com 

COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE 

r& 
EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Networking • Installation/Set-Up 

Maintenance/Repair • 

On-Site Service • Tech Support 

Call Eric Shorr 

. ~ 331-0196 
~ toll free 

800-782-3988 
I I 5 Cedar St., Providence • www.pctrouble.com 

WE BUY COINS 
• GOLD COINS WE BUY AU TYPES (I : :::~~~INS OF RARECOINS 
• CURRENCY 
• JEWELRY, WATCHES 
• ANTIQUES, SILVER BEST 
• GOLD, PLATINUM PRICES 
• US AND FOREIGN 
• PCGS·NGC authorized 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Eagle Silver Dollars, 
Gold Coin, & Estate 
Jewelry and Silver, 
Proof Sets,Coin & 
Stamp Albums 

PODIIAT COIN ncHANGl INC Serving banks,attorney,,estaleS QI I and the public for over 40 years . 

769 Hope St., Providence 
SAM[ LOCATION 36 YEARS· LC 8041 401-861-1640 

ii 144 @ .U&Jl$.$ 

BAR/BAT MITZVAH·& WEDDINGS 

AMALFI CA TE.KING 
at the Village Inn 

5outh Counl:I'• r rcmicr Function F acili~ 5pcc,alozing in 

EJcgant 5ocial Altan-,; 

F abulous Grand E>allroom with 5pcctacula,Occan View, 

provide~ an intimate setting for events up to }00 guests 

Contact James Le Donne 

(iOI) J9l-}J}9 -(101) 76}-9J66 

One !)each 5trect Narragansett, R]. 0l66l 

~ 

~;, 
732-2532 

898 o,fJan/ &ach Jlvt. ?ilarwick, 1<.? 
www.che"!J!UJnt.m·.com 

?Vit6 (""'Orlfmic view/ of 
'R/iol, 9sfanl's coastline 
C6err3sfones provi/e, a 
wonlufuf seWn!J {or !}our 
moil imporfanf !Jaf6erinJJ 

Catering avolloble 

ln •hOuH Weddings 

Annlveuory Parties 

Reheonol Dinnen 

lor / lol Mlhvohs 

Speclol Occasions 

lanqueft • Showen 

Com{orla6~ accommolalin3 
euenfr of up lo 2.50 3uesf.J. 

WHISPERING 
PINES 

CONFERENC E 
CENTER 

University of Rhode Island 

W. Alton Jones Campus 
West Greenwich, RT 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
w,vw.uri.edu/aJC/wpines 

The natural beauty of Whispering Pines provides an intimate 
setting for a ceremony and reception for as many as 130. 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

~DIMOND 
VFUNDING 

Howard Schaffer 
Sales /Vlmlflger 

MBF, Inc. 

Diamond Funding Corporation 
872 Park Avenue 
Cranston, RI 029 lO 

Phone: 401.941.3770 
800.5533770 

Fax: 401.941.3793 
Cell: 774.254.3508 
www.diamondfundingcorp.com 
hschaffer@diamondfundingcorp.com 

Martin B . Feibish, CLU, ChFC 
Roberta P. Narrin, CLU 

Howard M. Myers, JD, MBA 
Laurie Turchetti 

Financial Services and Strategies 

1300 Division Street • Suite 303 • West Warwick • RI • 02893 
401 -558-0155 • 401-558-0157 (fax) 
email: martinbfeibish@mblinc.com 

www.mbfinc.com 

I 

INSURANCE 

GE Financial l9 
Lynn Pohl 
Long Term Care Insurance Specialist 

Long Term Care Division 
9 Constitution Hill 

Providence, RI 02904 
401 -274-7213 • Fax 401-273-2131 

E-mail: lynnpltc@msn.com 
General Electric Capital Assurance Company 

Starkweather & Shepley 
Insurance Brokerage, Inc. 

Affiliates: 
Insurance Underwriters, Inc. & Morton Smith, Inc. 

David 8 . Soforenko, c1c 
Senior Vice President 

60 CJtamore Boulevard, Easr Providence, RI 02914 
Phon<: (401) 435-3600 Fax: (401 ) 43 1-9307 

En;ail: dsoforenko@scarshep.com 

MetLife Auto & Home 
Steven M. Botwick 
Property & Casualty Specialist 
Service since 1989 

Insurance for your 
Auto, Home, Boat and Life• 

1609 Warwick Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02889 

Tel 401 223-0399 Fax 401 223-0243 
sbotwick@getmetagent.com 

·~Lrfl~Colnpany~Madl!ooA-./.lew'fol1<.N'i l0010-3690 
Mfll. l..rfl!AulO& Ho,r,, isabrlfldof Metropolltanl'ruperty&Clsualtytnannc:e Coml)an1anortsaffiliates Warwdr. RI 

Underground Dog Fencing 
Dog Training 

Dependable 
Results 

942-DOGS 
www.containandtrain.com 

Invisible 
Protection 

.,.,._ 
{K~9,. 
·· ...... ·· ---------------------

VOICE HERALD ADVERTISING 

To ADVERTISE 
call Frank Zasloff 

401-421-4111 ext. 160 
Don't miss your opportunity 
to advertise in our upcoming 

GUIDE TO JEWISH LIVING 
DON'T MISS IT IN OUR JUNE 24 ISSUE. 
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To the elderly/disabled. D ays 
or overnight. Excellent refer
ences. (401) 965 -2965. 

DELIVERY VOLUNTEER 
J ewish Voice & H erald seeks a 

responsible person with a car to 
occasionally help with deliveries. 
Knowledge of RI roads a plus. 
Mileage paid. Call 421-4111 ext. 
168 or e~ail jrubi n@jfri.org. 

HEBREW INSTRUCTOR 
University of Rhode Island 

seeks instructor for two courses 
in Modern H ebrew for Fall 
2005. Experience teaching 
H ebrew strongly preferred. 
Contact Joseph M orello at ( 401) 
874-4699 or morello@uri.edu for 
more information. 

JOB WANTED 
Reliable woman from Lit

vania seeks position as elderly 
companion, babysitter or house
cleaner. Experience. References. 
Cell phone # 203-923-4682, 
Nela. 

3 cemetery plots, Lincoln 
Park cemetery, Cranston, $2500, 
perpetual care included. Contact 
An nabelle M eisler, 6419 Breck
enridge Circle, Lake Worth, FL, 
33467, or call 561-964-8333. 

STEVE YOKEN 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PROFESSIONAL DISC 
JOCKEY and MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES. Weddings, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, PLUS 
introductions, Candle-lighting, 
N.Y. Light Show and dancers/ 
facilitators. BOSTON PARTY 
PLANNERS' #1 Choice. Fall 
River (508) 679-1545. 

TEMPLE ADMINISTRATOR 
PART TIME 

300 members conservative 
Temple in Fall River, MA seeks 
experienced part-time Temple 
Administrator with excellent 
administrative and interpersonal 
skills. W ill oversee day-to-day 
operations and support the 
Clergy, Board of D irectors and 

To place a classified ad call 421-4111, ext. 169, or mail 
with check to: Jewish Voice & Herald classifieds, 130 
Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906. FIRST 15 WORDS 
$10, EACH ADDITIONAL WORD 25¢. 

representing the Temple 
developing and imple

menting programs of the con
gregation. Fax resume to Temple 
(508) 678-1528. 

WANTED:SILVER PLATE 
AND STERLING 

Trays, tea sets, serving pieces, 
etc. Doesn't have to be poljshed. 
We also buy many household 
items including glass, china, 
jewelry, etc. 30 years - same loca
tion. Central Exchange. (781) 
344-6763. 

WANTED TO BUY 
Modern and contemporary 

design furniture, lighting and 
decorative arts. Herman Miller, 
Knoll, Dunbar, Tommi Parz
inger, Hans Wegner, Charak 
Modern, Paul Evans, Vladimir 
Kagan, Directional, Thayer 
Coggin, George Nakashjma, etc. 
One piece or entire estate. 401-
935-0910. 

ROOMMATE NEEDED 
Young Jewish professional 

woman seeks roommate for East 
side apartment starting June 1. 
$640 rent in big house near JCC. 
Email mereein@yahoo.com 
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Community 
Agudas Achim hosts social 

action rabbi, holding 
community service weekend 

ATTLEBORO - T he 
public is invited to join mem
bers of Congregation Agudas 
Achim during services on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. when 
visiting rabbi, Toba Spitzer, 
will speak on, "Social Action, 
Social Justice: Tikkun Olam 
(repairing the world) as a Con
gregational Mission." 

Rabbi Spitzer is the spiri
tual leader of Reconstruction
ist Dorshei Tzedek in West 
Newton, Mass. A 1997 gradu
ate of the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College, Rabbi 
Spitzer has been active in social 
justice and Middle East peace 
work for many years. She has 
published extensively in "The 
Reconstructionist" magazine 
and has authored curricula 
for both children and adults. 
She sings, composes, and plays 
guitar, and has a life goal of 
bowling in all 50 states . 

Mitzvah Morning 
The presentation is a pre

lude to the "Mitzvah Morn
ing" project Agudas Achim 
will undertake on Sunday, 
May 15. 

Agudas Achim volunteers wi ll 
reach out to the greater Attle
boro community by raising 
funds for local soup kitchens; 
sewing; pa inting; cleaning; 
organizing; and donating 
cloth ing, food and toys . 

Concert, games 
Continuing its year-long 

theme of, "Celebrate Shabbat," 
Agudas Achim will present an 
evening of entertainment for 
the whole family on Saturday, 
May 21. The evening's events 
wi ll begin at 6:30 p.m. with a 
special H avdallah lighting and 
concert perfo rmed by Rabbi 
Micah Becker- Klein. 

Havadallah is the short 
ceremony on Saturday eve
nings that ends the Jewish 
Sabbath. Rabbi Becker- Klein 
is a guitarist in the musical 
group, "Shabbat Unplugged," 
known in the Philadelphia 
area for its rocking Havadal
lah concerts. The concert will 
be followed by a dessert buffet, 
then movies for the younger 
chi ldren, and games for teens 
and adults. A ll are invited and 
welcome to attend . 

Mitzvah Morning is a For more information, call 
congregation-wide commu- the synagogue office at 508-
nity service day when many 222-2243. 
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Simchas 
Births 

Rabbi and Mrs. Mordechai 
Nisse! announce the birth of a 
daughter on May 2. The baby 
weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz. 

Alfred and Rachel Venditto 
announce the birth of their son, 
Jonah Venditto. 

Patricia and David Cohen 
announce the birth of a grand
daughter, Margit Clair, daughter 
of Gabriel and Meredith Fried. 

John and Ellen Rae Sha
Jett announce the birth of their 
grandson, Nathaniel Jacob, son 
of Scott and Karen Shalett. 

Joanne and Sheldon 
Summer and Bernice Summer 
announce the birth of their 
grandsons and great-grandsons, 
Aden Mason Summer, son of 
Scott and Leslie Summer, and 
Jake Bradley Summer, son of 
Richard and Bernice Summer. 

Harry and Helena Fried
mann announce the birth of 
their grandson, Samuel Jose 
Webber Friedmann, son of Julio 
and Lara in California. 

Bat Mitzvah 
Melissa Laina Rockwerk 

was called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah at Temple Beth Torah, 
Wellington, Fla., on Feb 5. 

Melissa, who attends ·the 
Middle School for the Arts in 
West Palm Beach, is the daugh
ter of Amy (Horovitz) Rockwerk 
and the granddaughter of Debbie 
and Adrian Horovitz. 

At the colleges 
Endicott College award 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Paige 
of Cranston announce that their 
niece, Stacy Lynne Berman, was 
initiated into Endicott Chapter 
Mortar Board Society at Endi
cott College, Beverly, Mass., 
on April 26, in recognition of 
distinguished ability and service. 
This certifies her as a Mortar 
Board National College Honor 
Society student. 

Stacy is the daughter of the 
late Carol Sarenson Berman 
and granddaughter of Florence 
Sarenson and the late Bernard 
Sarenson of Cranston. 

URI Award 
Dan Lefkowitz, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Benjamin Lefkowitz of 
Warwick, was among the mem
bers of the University of Rhode 
Island College of Pharmacy 
Student Leadership Council who 
received URI's A. Robert Rain
ville Award for excellence and 
leadership, during a ceremony 
held in April. 

Engagement 
Brenda Roxana Schlaen, 

daughter of Horacio and Rosa
lie Schlaen of Hollywood, Fla., 
and Randy Lee Friedman, son 

of Abraham and Frances Fried
man of Houston, Texas, will be 
married in Hollywood on July 
3. Rabbis Wayne Franklin and 
Leon-Weiner-Dow will offici
ate. 

The bride will complete a 
residency in family medicine at 
Brown University in June. She 
will be practicing in Bingham
ton; NY 

The bridegroom received 
his Ph.D. in religious studies 
at Brown University. He is in 
the Department of Philosophy 
at the State University of N .Y., 
Binghamton. 

Wedding 
Samuel and Eszter 

have announced the marriage 
of their daughter, Elizabeth, to 

Matthew Greiser. 

U. S. Maccabiah 
team 

Ruthie Furman, daughter of 
Martin and Robin Furman of 
Providence, has been named to 
the U.S. Maccabiahjunior tennis 
team that will compete in the 
17th World Maccabiah Games 
July 11-21 in Israel. Opening 
ceremonies will be held July 11 
at Ramat Gan Stadium outside 
ofTelAviv. 

More than 600 athletes 
and coaches from the U.S. will 
be among 7,000 athletes from 
more than 60 countries who will 
compete at these Olympic-style 
events. 

Two other Rhode Island 
Jewish athletes have also been 
named to Maccabiah teams. 
Competing will be Daniel Gert
sacov of Narragansett in rugby 
and Kiersten Oresman of North 
Providence in juniors swim
ming. 

Closing ceremonies will take 
place at Sultan's Pool in Jerusalem. 
The ceremonies will be shown 
online at www.maccabiah17.com. 
For more information about the 
games, visit www.maccabiusa.com. 
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BETH-EL BROTHERHOOD 

SCHOLARSHIPS - Temple Beth-El Brotherhood President Dr. Rich
ard Caesar presented Brotherhood college scholarship awards to 
religious school seniors Ethan Rosenberg and Julie Wallick on May 
7. 

TOP GUY - The Brotherhood 
of Temple Beth-El presented 
the third annual Charles Linden
baum person-of-the-year award 
to Samuel J. Stepak on May 7. 
Providence Mayor David Cicilline 
presented him w ith a city cita
tion for his many years of service 
to the temple. 

Photos courtesy of Barry Schiff 
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Obituaries 
Bertram Bernhardt, 98 

PAWTUCKET Ber-
tram L. Bernhardt, 98, a retired 
securities broker, died May 5 
at Oak Hill Nursing Home. 
He was the husband of the late 
Helene (Donig) Bernhardt. 
Born in Boston, a son of the late 
Samuel and Rosetta (Cohen) 
Bernhardt, he was a lifelong 
resident of Providence, only 
recently moving to Pawtucket. 
Mr. Bernhardt was a gradu
ate of the Boston University 
College of Business Admin
istration, class of 1928. He 
attended Northeastern Law 
School and Brown University. 
Mr. Bernhardt was a partner in 
the former Rothbern & Co. for 
10 years. He worked for Teknor 
Apex Company for 33 years, 
becoming a vice president in 
1968. In 1974, he returned to 
the investment business, work
ing for the now Smith Barney 
Citigroup, retiring at age 90. 
Mr. Bernhardt was a member of 
Temple Beth-El and its broth
erhood, serving as president of 
the temple from 1955-1960. 
He served as the chairman of 
the Hillel House dedication at 
Brown University in 1963. As 
general chairman of the Jewish 
Community Center new building 
campaign, he was responsible for 
raising in excess of two million 
dollars. He was a former presi
dent of the Pawtucket Blackstone 
Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and a division chairman for 
United Way. For five years, he 
was the R.I. chairman bf the 
Anti-Defamation League. He 
was active in many other commu
nity and cultural organizations. 
Mr. Bernhardt was the 1970 
recipient of the American Jewish 
Committee's Chaim Gross 
award. He was a member and 
former director of Ledgemont 
Country Club and a member of 
the Turk's Head Club. 

He was the brother of the 
late Raymond Bernhardt and is 
survived by nephews Raymond 
Bernhardt, Jr. and Richard Bern
hardt and three grand-nephews. 
Burial was in Temple Beth-El 
Cemetery, Providence. Contribu
tions in his memory may be made 
to Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

David Felder, 76 
YARDLEY, Pa. - David 

Felder, 76, a surgeon~podiatrist, 
died April 14. He was the hus
band of Helene (Rosenberg) 
Felder. Born and raised in Phila
delphia, he attended Central 
High School, Temple University 
and graduated in 1952 from 
what was the Temple University 
School of Chiropody. 

Dr. Felder had a distin
guished career in research at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
In addition to his practice in 
Trenton, N.]., he was active in 
the national/regional podiatry 
organizations, lecturing nation-

ally on fundamentals of practice 
management. 

H e also published a book of 
his poetry in 1992. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two sons, Dr. Michael Felder 
of Providence, and Gary Felder 
of California; a daughter, Amy 
Davidson, of California; and a 
sister, Norma M aitin of Cherry 
Hill,N.]. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to The Scholar
ship Fund, Providence Hebrew 
Day School, 450 Elmgrove Ave, 
Providence, RI, 02906. 

Ellis M. Flink, 91 
PROVIDENCE - Ellis M . 

Flink, 91, of Blackstone Boule
vard, a retired food distribution 
executive, died May 2 at the 
Miriam Hospital. H e was the 
husband of Rose (Lisker) Flint. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Abe V. and Rose (Gold
stein) Flink, he was a lifelong 
resident of the city, wintering in 
Palm Beach, Fla. H e was a 1935 
graduate of the M assachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT). 

H e was the president and 
treasurer of the former B. Flink 
& Sons Co., a business founded 
by his grandfather in 1899. After 
a series of mergers, he became a 
director and senior vice president 
of Flagstaff Corp., retiring in 
1977. H e served as director of 
various industry associations. 

~ He served with the 
~ U.S. Army during World 

Warll. 
Mr. Flink was a talented 

artist working in wood, metal 
and other media. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son,James M. FlinkofDenmark; 
a daughter; Joanne F. Silver of 
Framingham, Mass.; four grand
children, David, Stephanie, 
Sophia and Mathilde, and one 
great-granddaughter, Ariana. He 
was the brother of the late Eunice 
Brown and Shirley Rosenbloom. 

Burial was in Temple Beth
El Cemetery in Providence. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to the charity of 
your choice. 

Jerome H. Freiburg, 81 
CRANSTON - Jerome 

"Jerry" H. Freiburg, 81, died 
April 30. Born and raised in 
Providence, a son of the late Max 
H. and Lillian B. (Burwick) 
Freiberg, he had lived in Crans
ton for 22 years. 

He was an insurance sales
man for 25 years and a manager 
for an auto parts company in 
Cranston for 20 years, retiring 
several years ago. 
~ He was a World War 
~ II Army Air Corps vet-

eran, serving stateside. 
He graduated from the Uni

versity of Rhode Island, class of 
1948, where he was a member of 
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity and 

was an editor of the URI news- Everett Levinson, 85 
paper. He belonged to the URI WARWICK _ Everett 
Alumni Association. Levinson, 85, of Spring Grove 

_He was a member of the Ave., Warwick and Delray 
Jewish War Veterans, the former Beach, Fla., proprietor of the 
R.I. Jewish Bowling Congress former Atlas Stationary Com
and was a former member of pany of Cranston, died April 25. 
Congregation Shaare Zedek. He was the husband of the late 

He leaves a sister, Ruth Sybil H . (Block) Levinson. 
Shapiro of Cranston; three Born in Fall River, a son of the 
nephews, Don, Mort and Louis late Jacob and Bella (Zeidenberg) 
Shapiro; a niece, Carin Gordon, Levinson, he had been a resident 
and several great-nieces and of Cranston for 34 years before 
nephews. H e was the brother of moving to Florida in 1984 and 
the late Syril Gordon. returning to Warwick in 2004. 

Contributions in his He leaves a son, Philip Levinson 
memory may be made to Jewish of Warwick; a sister, Beverly 
Family Service, 229 Waterman Cohen of New H ampshire, and 
St., Providence, RI 02906. two grandchildren, Deborah and 
Hilda Freiman Sharon. 

WARWICK - H ilda He was also the father of the 
(Eisner) Freiman died April late Brynne R. Tobias and the 
23. She was the wife of the late brother of the late Sydney Levin-
Raphael Freiman. son and Martha Cohen. 

Born in New York City a Burial was in Lincoln Park 
daughter of the late Nathan ;nd Cemetery, Warwick. 
Gussie (Stepler) Eisner, she was Ben Pearlman, 82 
a graduate of the City College of WAKEFIELD Ben 
New York and earned a master's 
degree in business administra
tion from New York University. 

She was a buyer for Bloom
ingdale's in New York City and 
later was the business manager 
for Ray Freiman and Co. 

She leaves a daughter and 
son-in-law, Jessica and Jeffrey 
Brier of Providence, and two 
grandchildren, Beth and Jacob. 
She was also the mother of the 
late Jonathan Freiman. 

Contributions in her 
memory may be made to The 
Jonathan R. Freiman Fund, c/o 
theJCC of R.I. 

Rosalie Goldsmith, 96 
PROVIDENCE -Rosalie 

(Shulman) Goldsmith, 96, died 
April 29. She was the wife of 
the late George M . Goldsmith. 
Born in Philadelphia, Pa. , a 
daughter of the late Aaron and 
Fannie (Cohen) Shulman, she 
had been a resident of Rhode 
Island for most of her life. 

Mrs. Goldsmith was a 
member of Temple Emanu-El 
and its sisterhood, where she 
was the head of their former 
Braille program. She was also 
a former member of Crestwood 
Country Club. 

She leaves two sons, Paul 
Goldsmith and his wife, Arlene, 
of Glen Rock, N.].; and Dr, 
Donald Goldsmith and his 
wife, Eileen, of Philadelphia; six 
grandchildren, Marc, Daniel, 
Jill,Joshua, Elizabeth and Kevin; 
and six great-grandchildren, 
Julianna, Ava, Lila, Nathaniel, 
Franchesca and Noah. She was 
the sister of the late Sidney and 
Gilbert Shulman. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Jewish Braille Institute 
International, 110 East 30 St., 
New York, NY 10016. 

Pearlman, 82, died May 2. Born 
in Fall River, Mass. , he was a 
son of the late Israel and Ida 
(Mines) Pearlman. He had 
lived in Cranston for 26 years 
and in Marstons Mills, Cape 
Cod, for 18 years, returning to 
Rhode Island four years ago. 
He was the husband of Sara 
Doris (Doctor) Brown Pearlman. 
He was the third generation 
owner of Sterling Shoes of 
Warwick for 30 years, retiring 
in 1983. 

He graduated from 
Classical High School in 
Providence in 1939, and the Uni
versity ofMichigan, class of1943. 
1Se He was a lieutenant in 
~ the Navy during World 

War II, serving on 
LST 981 in the South Pacific. 
He was a past president of 
the Warwick Rotary Club, 
and a former member of the 
Cranston Community Center, 
now Temple Torat Yisrael. 
He sponsored the Edgewood 
Little League for 30 years and 
was an active cyclist, swimmer, 
handball and tennis player. 

He leaves four sons: Bruce 
Comstock of Las Vegas, Nev.; 
Theodore Pearlman of Fram
ingham, M ass.; Richard Pearl
man of Costa Mesa, Cal., and 
Michael Pearlman of Warwick; 
three daughters, Ellen Beltz of 
Riverside, Cal.; Nancy Pearlman 
of Bennington, Vt., and Martha 
Rollins of Hyde Park, Mass. 

He was the brother of 
Thomas Pearlman of Providence, 
Marc Pearlman of Cranston, 
Leonard Pearlman of University 
City, Fla.; Alan Pearlman of 
Norwalk, Conn.; Alice Mandel 
of Baltimore, Md.; Anna Shab
shelowitz and Adele Curhan, 
both of Narragansett, and 
Carolyn Tai of El Rancho, Cal. 
He was also the brother 
of the late Joyce Wien of 
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Laguna Miguel, Cal., Li la 
Delman and Elaine Baron. 
He was the grandfather of 20 and 
the great-grandfather of four. 
Contributions may be made to 
Children's Hospital Boston, 
Heart Research, 300 Longwood 
Ave., Brookline, MA, 02115. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. 

Pauline Priest, 96 
PAWTUCKET - Pau

line (Dimond) Priest, 96, 
died May 6 at Oak Hill Nurs
ing Home. She was the wife 
of the late Edward Priest. 
Born in Providence, a daughter 
of the late Abraham and Bessie 
(Novitz) Dimond, she had lived 
in Providence for most of her life. 
Mrs. Priest was a member 
of Temple Emanu-El, a life 
member of the former Jewish 
Home for the Aged, and a 
member of the Majestic Club 
and The Cranston Senior Guild. 
She is survived by a daughter, 
Hope Krichmar of Pawtucket; 
a son, Stephen Priest of Tampa, 
FL; four grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 
She was also the sister of the 
late Sarah Levin, Dr. H arry 
Dimond and Anne Saunders. 
Contributions may be made to 
your favorite charity. 

Burton E. Reffkin, 85 
WARWICK - Burton E. 

Reffkin, 85, died April 27. H e 
was the husband of Doris (Gil
stein) Reffkin. They were mar
ried for 55 years. 

He was a graduate of Central 
High School, class of1937. 

A World War 
• 11 Army veteran, he 

served in North Africa 
and Europe. While 

in the service, he became 
a Ping-Pong champion. 
He was the owner of the former 
Burt's Appliance Service in War
wick for 30 years, retiring 10 
years ago. 

Mr. Reffkin was a scoutmas
ter of the Boy Scouts, a member 
of the Jewish War Veterans and 
the Providence Hebrew Free 
Loan Association. 

He loved music and sports. 
He leaves a daughter, Barbara 
Reffkin of Cranston; and a 
grandson, Benjamin. He was the 
brother of the late Sanford Ref
fkin and Zelda Weinberg. 

Sophie Shapiro, 93 
PAWTUCKET - Sophie 

(Tobin) Shapiro died April 19 at 
Memorial Hospital. She was the 
wife of the late William Shapiro. 
Born in Russia, a daughter of the 
late Samuel and Shayndel (Nata
man) Tobin, she had lived in 
Rhode Island since she was 14. 

She was a seamstress at the 
former Jeane's Dress Shop, retir
ing in 1977. She was a former 
member of Temple Am David, 
the Warwick Senior's Guild 

See SHAPIRO, next page 
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SHAPIRO 
From previous page 

and the Women's Association of 
the former Jewish Home for the 
Aged. 

Elaine and Morton Levin; a 
sister and brother-in-law, Shir
ley and Theodore Weiner; seven 
grandchildren, Kim and John 
Deans, Keith and Kim Levin, 
Ellen Levin and Adam and 
Kaye Levin; and three great
grandchildren, Kenny Levin 
and Samuel and Zachary D eans. 
She was predeceased by 10 other 
siblings. 

Contributions may be made 
to Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

He is survived by two daugh
ters, Kari Sugarman Jackson of 
Bedford, N.H., and Jill E. Sug
arman, Esq., of East Greenwich; 
three grandsons, Mason, Scott 
and Benjamin; three brothers, 
Calvin, David and Louis Sugar
man; a sister, Rachael Spector; 
and two sons-in-law, Stephen 
A. Jackson and John J. Kelly, III. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery in Warwick. 

Contributions in his memory 
may be made to Temple Beth-El, 
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70 Orchard Ave., Providence, 
RI 02906 or Temple Emanu-El, 
99 Taft Ave., Providence, RI 
02906. 

Jerome Winoker, 56 
PROVIDENCE - Jerome 

N. Winoker, 56, died May 5 at 
his home. Born in Providence, 
the son of the late Harry and Rose 
(Bochner) Winoker, he had lived 
in Providence for most of his life. 
He was a graduate of H ope High 
School, class of 1967, and Texas 
A&M University, class of 1972. 

Obituaries 
He was a U.S. 

• Army veteran having 
served in Frankfurt, 
Germany, and was 

a member of the Disabled 
American Veteran's Association. 
He is survived by four sis
ters, Lillian, Betty and Bella 
Winoker, all of Cranston, and 
Martha Flodin of Warwick . 
Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery. Contributions in his 
memory may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

She leaves two daughters, 
Elaine Goldman of Warwick 
and Gail Shapiro of Marion, 
Penn.; one son, Harvey Sha
piro of Appleton, Maine; and 
five grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Pearl Goldberg, 
Etta Gerstenblatt and Abraham 
Tobin. 

Burial was in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery in Warwick. 

Mitchell Sugarman, 77 
PROVIDENCE - Mitch

ell F. Sugarman, 77, of 1 Butler 
Ave., proprietor of the former 
Max Sugarman and Mt. Sinai 
Memorial Chapels, now the 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, died May 6 at the 
Philip Hulitar Hospice Center. 
A lifelong resident of Providence, 
he was a son of the late Max and 
Estelle (Rubin) Sugarman. 

Resignation of JAFI head sparks speculation 
Contributions in her name 

may be made to the charity of 
your choice. 

Matilda Solomon, 92 
FALMOUTH, Mass. 

- Matilda "Mae" Solomon, 92, 
formerly of Providence, died May 
4. She was the wife of the late 
Nathan Solomon. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late Max 
and Rebecca ( Cohen) Bochner, 
she had lived in Providence most 
of her life. 

She leaves a son, Carl Solo
mon of East Falmouth; a brother, 
Al Bochner of Warwick; three 
grandchildren, Lori, Nancy and 
Robin, and four great-grand
children. She was the sister of !he 
late Marvin G. Solomon and the 
late Sam Bochner. 

Contributions may be made 
to the Providence Hebrew Free 
Loan Association. 

Hilda Stetson 
WRENTHAM, Mass. 

- H ilda (Levine) Stetson, for
merly of Providence, died May 4. 
She was the wife of the late John 
W. Stetson. 

She leaves a son and daugh
ter- in-law, Frank and Teri Stet
son; a daughter and son-in-law, 

Mr. Sugarman 
• served in the Merchant 

Marines during World 
War II. He attended Brown 
University before taking over 
the operations of Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel from his late 
father. He continued to serve the 
Jewish community as a funeral 
director until retiring in 1998. 
He was a member and served 
on the board of directors of a 
number of religious, civic and 
charitable organizations. H e was 
a member ofTemple Beth-El and 
its brotherhood, Temple Emanu
El, Touro Fraternal Association, 
South Providence Hebrew Free 
Loan Association, R.I. Jewish 
Fraternal Association, Redwood 
Lodge #35 A .F & A.M ., the 
Jewish Federation of R.I. and 
the Masonic Grand Lodge. H e 
was a former member of the R.I. 
Funeral D irectors Association. 

By Rachel Pomerance 
NEW YORK, May 10 (JTA) 

- The resignation of one of the 
most powerful professionals in 
Jewish life came as a surprise 
to many of those closest to him 
- and sparked rumors through
out the Jewish world about SaJlai 
Meridor's future plans. 

In a letter Tuesday, Meri
dor, chairman of the executive 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
informed his staff and volunteer 
leadership that he would step 
down early. 

After six years as head of the 
Jewish Agency and the World 
Zionist Organization, Meridor 
said he would leave after the 
Jewish Agency's board of gov
ernors' meeting in June, a year 
before his term ends. 

Names mooted as pos
sible successors include Natan 
Sharansky, who resigned last 
week as Israel's minister of dias
pora affairs; Shai Hermesh, the 
agency's treasurer and its second 
ranking professional; and Ze'ev 
Bielski, mayor of Ra'anana and a 
member of the agency's board of 
governors. 

"I believe that the best inter
. est of public organizations require 
change, and that as a norm public 
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servants should not stay in their 
chairs forever. Accordingly, the 
question before me for the past 
few months has been when to 
make the change - now or a 
year from now," Meridor wrote. 

"Passing the torch to 
my successor at the upcom
ing assembly, which 
will take place at the end of 
June, will prevent the down
side of a lengthy interim 
period," he wrote. 

Target Youth 
It also will allow hjs succes

sor to "vigorously commence the 
implementation of the strategic 
plan," a new action plan the 
group is putting into place that 
will focus on building Jewish and 
Zionist identity worldwide, with 
particular emphasis on youth. 

Many of those closest to 
Meridor take him at his word. 
"I can't emphasize it enough: 

There's no hidden agenda here," 
said Carole Solomon of New 
York, chair of the Jewish Agen
cy's board of governors. "I believe 
he felt that given the intensity 
of the job and the enormity of 
the responsibility, that after 

two full terms it would be time 
for someone else with renewed 
energy to come in," she said. 
He told me that he was not inter

ested in being a lame duck," said Jay 
Sarver of St. Louis, the agency's 
budget and finance chairman. 

Others speculate that some
thing else is afoot. Meridor's 
resignation comes one week after 
Sharans~ resigned because of 
his objection to the government's 
plan to withdraw from the Gaza 
Strip. 

Some Jewish communal 
officials wonder if a job swap 
between the two men is in the 
works. Others say Sharansky's 
anti-disengagement stance would 
make him an unlikely candidate 
to represent Israel and world 
Jewry through the Jewish Agency, 
which facilitates immigration to 
Israel and runs Zionist education 
programs worldwide. Sharansky 
adviser Aryeh Green told JTA 
that Sharansky "is not pursu
ing and never has pursued any 
position at the Jewish Agency." 
Rumors abound that Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon may offer 
Meridor the post of ambassador 
to Britain or the United States. 
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~y 1.Joice 
Hail and farewell 

Rabbi William G. Brande, in his own words 
October in the yea, rtna ty, 0 p eage my a tegtance to t ts ongregatton inaught but words, unless rhe Rabbi 0 n the seventh oJ -c• l'' J d l J l'' . h. C . !Pledges are destined to remain words, 

1932' a rime rrem- Sons o-1' Israel and David, which well-niuh a centur11 auo lby h_is ~wn way of life can gain the 
bling on the brink 'J ' b' J b iadm1rat1on, love and affectwn of this 

of history, Rabbi William G. Braude brought the torch of Judaism into this community... Congregation, unless his utterances 
stood in front of his new congregation~ ___________________________________ _,iare bodied from his every act and 
and spoke his installation accep- every deed. 
ranee: May God grant that I be 

"A Rabbi of the Talmud endowed with humility, wisdom 
once asked: 'What is God's daily T I B h El B 11 • and understanding, with knowl-
prayer?" His audience gasped at emp e et ~ U_ et}fl edge, sympathy and strength that 
the audacity and seeming bias- I may prove worthy of the mantle 
phemy of the question. But he i of Henry Englander that has 
proceeded to give the prayer which Vol. LXI, No. 9 8 March 1988 19 Adar 5748 fallen upon my shoulders, that I 
he believed God daily utters. That may live up to the highest reaches 
prayer was, 'May the quality of my ofJewish leadership, so that all of 
mercy exceed the quality of my us in this assembly, both men an 
justice.' Sometimes I think that women, both young and old, both 
Henry Englander (the installing laymen and Rabbis, may work 
rabbi, formerly rabbi of Beth-El) hand in hand, shoulder to shoul-
need never utter these words. der, and soul to soul, and make of 
In him, more than any human I this community of Providence, a 
know, do the scales of mercy out- Mother City in American Israel. 
weigh the scales of justice. Rightly Amen."* 
is he blessed with abundance of 
love. Thrice beloved is he as man, 
as Rabbi and as teacher. 

Twenty-two years have gone 
since you left · this community 
and tonight it is not only I, its 
newly elected Rabbi, but this 
congregation who look to you for
spiritual guidance and inspiration. 
For you, my beloved master, with 
all your modesty and simplicity, 
have ascended the mountain of 
the Lord, your hands are clean, 
your heart is pure. There is no 
man living at whose ha!1ds and 
from whose lips I would accept 
with greater humility and greater 
eagerness this consecrating 
charge. 

Upon the threshold of this, 
my new ministry, I believe it fit
ting to state the intellectual as 
well as purely affirmative bases of 
my future work. 

Standtng in your presence, 
my beloved master, and in the 
presence of this congregation, I 
do pledge myself to faith in God 
as the source of consolation in 
spiritual solitudes and despairs, as 
the force that makes for goodness 
in communities of men, as the life 
mystery in the infinitudes of the 
universe. 

Standing in your presence, 
my beloved master, and in the 
presence of this congregation, 
I do pledge my love to the people of Israel, wherever 
they be, whether in the lands of the East or those of 
the West: whatever they be, whether adorned with 
patriarchal beards or clean of visage, whether arrayed in 
flowing Oriental robes or fitted out in severe European 
cloth, whether speaking strange tongues or uttering the 
familiar syllables of our childhood. All of them are our 
flesh, our blood, our life. We cannot escape them; they 
cannot escape us. We are held together by the invisible 
but enduring bonds that make Israel a people eternal. 

Standing in your presence my beloved master, and 
in the presence of this congregation, I do pledge my 
loyalty to the immemorial traditions of the people of 
Israel, to the sacred language, that vehicle of man's 

WILLIAM G. BRAUDE 
P'T''~ pn~, ) 7~ ]J )HT j 1~7l )7~ 

25 April, 1907 - 11 lyar 5667 - 25 February, I 988 - 7 Adar 5748 

noblest aspirations now revitalized for ever greater 
achievement. I do pledge my loyalty to the customs 
and practices that have ever been our ethnic and ethical 
integrators, to the ideals of lore and learning that have 
ever been luminous in the darkest of centuries, to the 
conceptions of justice and righteousness that have ever 
been the foes of oppression and misdoing. 

Finally, I do pledge my allegiance to this Con
gregation Sons of Israel and David, which, well- nigh 
a century ago brought the torch of Judaism into this 
community, kindles its flame in the hearts of succeed
ing generations and, with the aid of God, will make it a 
Ner Tomid - a lamp everlasting. 

Yet I know full well that all these high-sounding 

"Recollections of a Septua
genarian" 

"My forty two years as active 
rabbi of Temple Beth-El have 
not always been easy, often quite 
stormy, filled as they were with 
controversy, and crises, during the 
worst of which I never doubted 
the decency, the judgment, the 
good will of the people in the 
congregation. 

A rabbi and a congrega
tion who stay together are, to 
quote Marie Presel, (with her 
husband, Arthur, a friend and 
active member of Beth-El)* like 
an old married couple. They have 
their fallings-out, but they always 
come together. So, on balance, 
my decision to come to and stay 
at Beth-El was right. In time, 
even critics will, I hope, come 
to feel that my years at Beth-El 
have served some purpose, God's 
purpose, I trust, which none of us 
can presume to chart or fathom. 
We are Congregation of the Sons 
of Israel and David. Both Israel 
and David have had tempestu
ous careers and thank God, both 
Israel and David's symbols are 
alive even as with God's help, this 
congregation will stay alive long 
after all of us are gone, and will 
continue to meet in a Beth-El, 
which it will strive to make truly 
a house of God, so that beneath 

its halls for worship, study and assembly there will be 
God's everlasting arms." 

*From the archives of the R.l. Jewish Historical 
Association (RIJHA), courtesy of Anne Sherman. 

(The above is a brief excerpt of "Recollections of 
a Septuagenarian" by Rabbi Braude in 1974, and first 
appeared in the R.l. Jewish Historical Notes, Vol. 8, No. 
4 (Nov. 1982). The full essay can be read in the newly 
published "The Jews of Rhode Island, edited by George 
M . Goodwin &Ellen Smith, Brandeis University Press, 
Waltham, Mass. in Association with R.l. Jewish Histor
ical Association, Published by University Press of New 
England, Hanover and London. Pg. 225.) 

I 



May 13, 2005 

Holocaust memorial opens in Berlin 
BERLIN OTA) - A long

disputed national H olocaust 
memorial opened in Berlin, Ger
many's first monument dedicated 
to all the Jews murdered across 
Nazi-occupied Europe. 

On M ay 12, a few days after 
ceremonies marking 60 years 
since the end of World W ar II 
in Europe, the public was able to 
enter the M emorial to the Mur
dered Jews of Europe, a sea of 
2,700 cement steles in the heart 
of Berlin. 

Visitors also may descend 
into an information center, where 
the history of the Holocaust is 
told with photos, documents and 
names. 

In all, 800 names - of 
infants, adults, the elderly - will 
represent the 6 million murdered 
Jews. 

"The main task of the memo
rial is to keep alive the discussion 
about German history," says 
Dagmar von Wikken, 46, the 
exhibition designer whose con
cept for the underground center 
complements the aboveground 
sculptural memorial designed by 
American architect Peter Eisen
man. 

"What I like about the annoyance with the constant 
memorial is that it is not a thing reminders of their 
that says we have apologized history. That's one reason 
and now it is over," von Wikken why TV personality Lea Rosh, 
says. who is not Jewish, fought for 

Paired like the conscious and 10 years to have an unavoidable 
subconscious mind, the memori - reminder of the Holocaust placed 
al's two elements represent the in the nation's capital. 
landscape of Germany's so-called The German Parliament 
culture of remembrance, marked gave its approval in 1999. But 
by 60 years of confronting the the question remains: For whom 
legacy of National Socialism. is this memorial? The historians 

In 1945, many Germans and artists working on it say it is 
were relieved to blame a few for them, and for all Germans. 
perpetrators. Today it is widely Until now, "There had been no 
understood that Nazi crimes place in Germany that was dedi
agai nst humanity were com- cated to all the murdered Jews of 
mitted with the help, approval Europe," 
and acceptance of a majority of says historian Ulrich Bau-
Germans. mann, who for three years 

By now, the period has assembled family histories for the 
been memorialized in hundreds information center." It is a subject 
of monuments, in museums at that is nearly unbearable." 
former concentration camps and Though German Jews are on 
in books about local history. the board of the memorial foun-

But there still is resistance dation, Lillteicher says that this 
to establishing a huge memo- is "a project of German non-Jews 
rial in Germany's reclaimed to show the world, and also the 
capital. There are questions of people here, that even when the 
cost - which runs to the tens survivors die, what happened is 
of millions of dollars - and of represented in the heart of the 
purpose. For more than a decade, city and should never be forgot
many Germans have expressed ten." 
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AIPAC elects 
new president 

The American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee named Bal
timore philanthropist Howard 
Friedman as its president- elect. 
Friedman, a longtime member 
of the board of the pro-Israel 
lobby, will assume the presi 
dency in 2006. Friedman, the 
president of JT A's board of 
directors, will succeed Ber
nice Manocherian at AlPAC. 
"Howard Friedman represents 
the best of America's pro-Israel 
movement," A IPAC spokesman 
Josh Block said. 

Remembering the fallen 
Israel honored military 

personnel who died serving 
the country. "The lives of the 
fallen have been stopped in the 
middle, but they fell so that 
the life of the State of Israel 
shall not be cut short," Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon said at 
a Tel Aviv memorial service 
before sirens sounded across the 
nation Tuesday night to mark 
the beginning of Remembrance 
Day. Of 20,368 Israelis who 
have died in uniform, 169 were 

World 

killed over the past year. 
Sharon vowed to pursue 

peace so Israel won't lose more 
citizens to war. "Whoever has 
seen and learned up close the_ 
most terrible cost of accursed 
war, will forever vow to do 
everything possible to spare this 
from the next generation, the 
children of today, the soldiers 
of tomorrow, so as to illumi
nate the future of Israel with 
the prospect of security and 
peace," he said. The 24-hour 
national mourning period ended 
Wednesday night with the 
launch oflndependence Day. 

Abbas doubts Israeli 
democracy 

Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
cast doubt on Israeli democracy. 
Addressing a conference of 
South American and Arab lead
ers in Brazi l on Tuesday, Abbas 
cited Israeli objections to Hamas' 
participation in upcoming Pal
estinian Authority elections. In 
his speech, Abbas insisted that 
the Palestinian Authority is set 
on pursuing a lasting.peace with 
Israel. 
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Rates: 
Back Cover - glossy stock, 4-color 
Inside front or back cover, 4-color 
Full page 4-color 
Full page spot color 
Full page black/white 
Half page with full color 
Half page with spot color 

Open Rates: 
Special Rates: 

Color: 
Full color: add $100 
Spot color: add $50 

$ 13.50 per column inch 
$10.50 per column inch for full-year advertisers of 
The Jewish Voice & Herald newspaper (25 insertions). 

Mechanical Information: 
1 column width 
2 column wid th 
3 column width 

2" 
4" 
7" 

Half page black/ white - vertical or horizontal 

1,100.00 
1,000.00 

SQS.00 
455.00 
400.00 
300.00 
250.00 
200.00 

Full page 7" X 10" 

AD DEADLINE IS JUNE 1, 2005 
Date of publication June 24 

Call Frank Zasloff at 401-421-4111, x 160 to reserve your space. 
E-mail ads in PDF format to : fzasloff@jfri .org 



R. I. Kitchen & Bath Center 
wins Contractor of the Year Award 

We Do ltAII! 
R.I. Kitchen & Bath provides the complete solution for your 
remodeling project. 

Design: 
Our team of award-winning designers will turn your remodeling 
dreams into reality. 

Installation: 
We offer reliability and peace of mind with our own team of 
certified, insured professionals who will take care of all your 
project management and installation needs from start to finish, 
including carpentry, plumbing, lighting, flooring, ceramic tile 
and more! 

Value: 
R.I. Kitchen & Bath Center offers you exceptional value by pro
viding quality, brand-name cabinetry, countertops and fixtures 
as part of our "we do it all" service. 

R.I. Kitchen 8 Bath Center 
Complete Bath and Kitchen Remodeling 

A Rhode 
Island 
Builders 
Association 
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BBB Business 
-Y--Bureau . 

R.I. Kitchen & Bath Center received 
the GOLD MEDAL award for 
kitchen remodeling in 2004 from 

the National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry (EMNARI). 

2004 
award winner 

Call now! 401-826-1550 

Visit our Web site: www.rikb.com 

Visit our Showroom: 

Route 3, West Warwick, Rhode Island 

Fully Insured RI Reg. #3984 
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The significance of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
By Jonathan Rubin However, the ceremony itself It is common for the Bar or In the Middle Ages, Torah that Abraham made for his son 

What exactly is a "Bar/Bat is not a commandment, and, in Bat Mitzvah to read their Haf- study and synagogue participa- Isaac was in fact a Bar Mitzvah 
Mitzvah" and where did it come fact, upon reaching the age of 13 tarah, and often from the Torah tion sometimes began at as early feast; Abraham was also 13 when 
from? The literal translation is (or 12 for girls) all Jewish youths as well, and/or to give a drash as age five . Gradually, it was felt he destroyed his father's idols, 
"son/daughter of the command- automatically become Bar Mitz- (commentary) on the Torah read- that at this age children were too and when Jacob and Esau chose 
ment." In simplest terms, the vahs. in_g as well. Some young adults young to take active roles in syn- their path~ - Torah study for 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah is the threshold The most basic tenet of the will also lead part of the service, agogue, and the age of 13 became Jacob, and idolatry for Esau. 
when a Jewish young adult par- Bar or Bat Mitzvah is being sinc_e they are now able to under generally accepted as a time when Women on the Bimah 
ticipates fully in the Jewish com- called up to the Torah, or Aliyah. Jewish law. a boy was ready. Although young women 
munity and is responsible for all Although the ceremony may be Historically Bar Mitzvah The Zohar declares that the have held Bat Mitzvahs as early 
of the mitzvot (commandments). held on any day, and in any loca- ceremonies have been celebrated joy on the day one becomes Bar as the 14'h century, it wasn't until 
It is only after the Bar Mitzvah tion as long as there is a minyan since at least the 1300s, although or Bat Mitzvah should be as great 1922 that the first ceremony that 
ceremony that the young adult and a Torah, it has become stan- then they tended to focus more as one's joy on the day of his wed- resembled a Bat Mitzvah was 
can be counted in a minyan, or a <lard for it to be on Shabbat at the on the celebratory feast after- ding. A Midrash Qewish com- held in North America. This was 
quorum of ten needed for prayer. synagogue. wards than the ceremony itself. mentary) claims that the feast a controversial event, and still is 
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many ci rcles, as traditional Juda
ism held women to the com
mandments, home and family, 
rather than to synagogue obliga
tions. 

Bat Mitzvahs still remained 
largely taboo even through the 
1950s. 

Today, Reform and Conserva
tive synagogues now see very little 
difference, if any, between Bar and 
Bat Mitzvahs. Many Orthodox 
congregations do hold Bat Mitz
vahs, but the young woman does 
not read from the Torah, although 
she does give a drash. 

The Terms 
• Aliyah: Going up to the 

synagogue platform to say 
blessings over the Torah. 

• Bimah: The raised syna
gogue platform. 

• Haftarah: Readings from 
the books of the Prophets. 

• Simcha: "Joyous event" -
used to refer to Bar/Bat Mitz
vah and other celebrations. 

• Tai/it: Prayer shawl 
• Te.fillin: Black leather 

boxes containing portions of 
the Torah. 



May 13, 2005 Jewish Voice & Herald 3 

ciJTo,l}.e1nk 11, 2 006 ~ & ~ @~ai 3/ea1uw @kao_a 

So you are going to hav~ a mitzvah! 
Food responsibilities at the synagogue 

By Joan G Friedman 
So you're going to have a Mitzvah! Whether it is a Bar or a Bat, 

the planning begins early. 

Two to three years before, the parents will begin to pay attention. 
The first thing to do is set the date. Once the community calendar 
has the date, usually around the child's 13th birthday, you are on 
your way. 

Never had a Bar or Bat Mitzvah before? It's a piece of cake! [And 
usually pareve - non dairy - even if you don't keep kosher, in the 
case of a meat meal.] You first have to decide: Do you want to do what 
everyone else is doing, or are you going to be different? 

The next step is to choose the caterer. If the affair will be held at 
the synagogue, you will need someone approved by your board. Set 
those dates and choose your menus . You will usually need something 
for after service Friday night as well as Saturday noon. Some choose 
a Saturday evening meal as well. 

The Bar Mitzvah usually consists of a Friday night service and 
kiddush afterward. Held in the synagogue, we usually assume the 
people have had a meat meal for Shabbat and will prefer a pareve 
dessert. The caterers have a wonderful selection of pareve desserts 
-- gooey or not. Along with this, the actual Bar Mitzvah [Birth
day] cake might be on display. Most popular are trays of fruits and 
pick-up little cakes, cookies, cupcakes. 

Friday night, after services, also includes coffee, tea, and sodas. 

Saturday is another day! 
Some people have a luncheon and others have a dinner; some 

have both. For example, some synagogues allow music during the 
day. In that case, you might have a very celebratory luncheon, along 
with a band or DJ. 

W here music is not allowed in the synagogue, some people choose 
to take the affair to a restaurant, in which case the rabbi and teach
ers probably cannot participate. Others, wanting to celebrate the Bar 
Mitzvah with everyone, will have a quiet luncheon, and come back 

to the synagogue 
- after sundown 
- for the big cel-
ebration with 
music. 

For the lun
cheon or dinner, 
after the menu 
with the cater
ers is selected, 
the next step is 
flowers. You will 
offer one or two 
arrangements for 
the Bimah. After 
services, they can 
be brought down 
by the caterer 
or flori st to be 
placed on the 
stage of the ban-
quet room. Instead of flowers, some choose to have two big baskets 
filled with food items for the local food bank. 

Are you going to spend a fortune on centerpieces? [Is it going to 
be another wedding?] Does your 13-year-old ca re about the flowers? 
Some choose to have the boy or girl's favorite cake as a centerpiece. 
You can be sure that a centerpiece of a strawberry shortcake or a half 
sheet cake of a baseball diamond with bases loaded is very well appre
ciated by the teen set. When you use the cake theme, each table has 
a cake big enough for the people at that table. 

You can choose to have music or not- and, most important, you 
can dance to your own tune. 

J oan G Friedman is the farmer editor of Shalom Newspaper. She can 
be reached atjoan@friedman.net. 
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Let us be the first to off er our congratulations! 
Whether your son is becoming a Bar Mitzvah or your daughter a Bat Mitzvah, 

its a very special occasion in their lives and yours. 
You want everything to be perfect . .. 

No youngster will have ever read the portion better! Nor given a better D'var. 

And now for the perfect party! 
Town Wine & Spirits "Perfect Party" program is the best way to have a successful party! 
Just the right beverages, wines and spirits, including a huge selection of fine Kosher wines, 
plus soft drinks, waters, beers and spirits of all kinds! Town has everything you want! 
Town's "Perfect Party"means you'll never have too little and never have too much of any 
beverage you select. Town's "Perfect Party" means 
Town does all the work. Town has delivery, ] 
pick-up, ice, even bartenders if you need 
them. Come talk to Elliott. Or call. Elliott knows J. 
what you need to give the "Perfect Party." 1 
Remember, for fifty years our Jewish community 

has known: Every great party starts at Town! WINE & SPIRITS 
179 NEWPORT AVENUE EAST PROVIDENCE, RI 02916 

Toll-free 888-811 -62 58 

40 1-434-4563 Fax 401 -43 4-0230 

MAL T@TOWNWINERI.COM 
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A Bar Mitzvah in pre-war America 
d s you certainly 

remember, 1940 
was a difficult year 

for American Jews, especially for 
your observer, whose problems 
began during its very first week 
that he reached his 13th birthday. 
The Bar Mitzvah celebrating the 
occasion involved the labor union 
wars that marked the pre-war 

Roosevelt admin-

didn't raise very much money so 
only the basement was completed 
by the time the first Bar Mitz
vah, mine, was scheduled. I don't 
recall anything about the event 
with a single exception, told to 
me by my mother many years 
later. 

istration and the 
event itself took 
place in a base
ment room. You 
see what I mean 
about being d if
fi cult. 

My mother was a gradu
ate of Cornell Law School, class 
of 1925. The class included two 
women, both Jewish, who fin
ished first and second in grades 
and quickly learned that no one 
would hi re them because (1) 
they were women, and (2) they 
were Jews. So my mother entered 
the one fi eld in which no one 
seemed interested, labor law, and 
fami ly lore has it that she was the 
first fema le labor lawyer in the 
nation. 

Above, David Dubinsky (with cigar) ; ~A:-;t~~~~~::::::::::::::==:::::=~~ 

Yehuda 
Lev 

A few words 
of explanation. 
In 1940, Forest 

H ills, N .Y. , was not the Tel Aviv 
W est it has since become, but a 
village centered around a tennis 
stadium where the D avis C up 
and other tennis trophies were 
won and lost. No Jews were 
invited to join the Forest Hills 
Lawn Tennis Association and , in 
fact, Jews were pretty well shut 
out of Forest Hills entirely except 
for a small section where my par
ents bought a house in 1938 and 
moved in with their three chil
dren. 

right, David Hillman, founder of the Amalgamated Clothing Work

The tiny Jewish community 
decided to build a modest syna
gogue and raised money for its 
construction. Unfortunately they 

Among the un ions she rep
resented were the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, 
founded by Sidney Hillman, 
and the I nternational Ladies' 
Garment Workers Union, led 
by D avid Dubinsky. The two 
men, both Jews and bitter rivals, 
attended the Bar Mitzvah of 
their attorney's eldest son but 
sat apart from each other, Hill
man, judging by his politics, fa r 
to the left and Dubinsky, using 
the same criterion, more to the 
right . According to my mother's 
account they spent the entire 
morning glaring at each other 

ers of America. 

and left promptly after the clos
ing prayers, presumably through 
differen t doors. 

The year got worse. I n the 
summer of 1940, Hitler con
quered France, among other 
countries, and Mussolini joined 
the wa r, invading France and 
G reece. I was a student in a rapid 
advance class, an educational 
innovation of New York City's 
Board of E ducation wherein eli
gible students could complete 
three years of junior high school 
in two yea rs. O ur students were 
mainly Jews fro m surrounding 
communities but the school itself 
was in Corona, at the time a very 
Italian neighborhood. 

On the day that France sur-

T l,e To Kai on Club is a great place to hold your next occasion! Conveniently located off Route 

95 in Pawh1cket, Rhode Island, the TK Club offers what you need (or a successful event. 

$ An inviting atmosphere - classic styling, warm wood paneling, inviting /;replaces. 

$ D inner o//erings / ram soup to nuts customized / or you. 

~ Fu/I bar and bartender. 

111! A professional s ta// wailing lo serve you. 

Contact us /or more information: 

To Kalon Club • 26 Main Stred, Pawluckel, RJ • 401-722-1210 • www.lokalonclub.com 

rendered, our classroom was 
smothered in depression. All 
around us however, students 
rejoiced, sang Italian songs and 
waved Italian fl ags. With the suc
cessfu l evacuation of the Bri tish 
army from D ieppe that summer, 
it seemed to me that the only vic
tories our side could claim were 
successful retreats. However as 
you are also aware, by the end 
of the wa r matters had greatly 
improved and your reporter was 
in uni fo rm, there being no con
nection between the two events. 

L et us return for a moment 
to Forest Hills. When our rabbi 
was called into the service, my 
father chaired a commit tee to 
hire a substitute. They settled on 
a young man who was studying 
at the Jewish Theological Semi
nary. M any years later, both of 
us living in L os Angeles, we met 
at some community function and 
recalled those days. "I remember 
your father," said the rabbi. "He 
was an outstanding Jew." 

"Rabbi," I replied, "my father 
had many .fine qualities, he was 
an educated Jew, a strong Zion
ist, and a leader of the commu
nity. But he was also an agnostic 

and he had very little tolerance 
for organized religion." 

"Exactly," sa id the rabbi. 
"Whenever it came to serious 
davening, your father was out 
standing in the hall talking to his 
friends." 

I had no comeback for that 
but in retrospect it strikes me 
as the only amusing note I can 
remember from an era that began 
for me in the basement and from 
there went steadily downhill . 

Yehuda L ev, a retired j ournal
ist, writes a regular op-ed column 
fa r the Jewish Voice & H erald. 

Jeff Glassman · Disc Jockey 
jeff@glassmanentertainment.com 

781-784-SS0l • glassman ENTERTAINMENT 

bar mitzvahs• bat mitzvahs 
weddings • corporate events 
top 40's and oldies • karaoke • exclusive 
light show • games • dance contests 
prizes & party favors • reasonable rates 
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It's not your zayde's 
kosher wine 

By Marylyn Graff 
Today's Jewish cook has gone 

beyond chicken soup and brisket 
(no matter how good they are) 
and adapted other recipes to her 
kitchen. There are new Jewish/ 
kosher cookbooks from nearly 
every nation that has a Jewish 
population, coming out almost 
on a weekly basis. In line with 
all this sophisticated food, there 
must, of course, be wines to 
match. 

Kosher caterers and event 
planners are now finding qual
ity wines appropri ate to serve for 
Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, Jewish 

weddings and other events. This 
means whites and reds, dry, not 
sweet; made from such grapes 
as chardonnay and merlot, not 
malaga and concord. The kosher 
winemakers of the world are 
rushing to get their products on 
the market, given the fact that 
many wines must be aged to be 
drinkable. 

Besides Cali fornia and 
Israel, kosher wines are being 
made in such faraway places as 
South Africa, Chile and Aus
tralia. Some even hail from the 
traditional bastion of fine wines, 
France, and the Italians are not 

The First American 
BatMitzvah 

On Saturday morning, March 18, 1922, t'Welve-year old Judith 
Kaplan, the daughter of Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan, stepped to the 
bimah of her father's synagogue, the Society for the Advancement of 
Judaism. She recited the preliminary blessing, read a portion of the 
Torah portion in Hebrew and English and then intoned the closing 
blessing. 

"The Bat Mitzvah ritual was introduced 
into American Judaism as both an ethical 
and pragmatic response to gender divi
sions in traditional Judaism." 

- Paula Hyman 

"That was enough to shock a lot of people," she later recalled, 
"including my own grandparents and aunts and uncles." 

The shocking event they had just witnessed, according to his
torian Paula Hyman, was the first Bat Mitzvah conducted in the 
United States. Reflecting on her historic moment, Kaplan observed, 
"No thunder sounded. No lightning struck." Rather, Judith Kaplan 
and her father, founder of Reconstructionist Judaism, set the model 
for what has now become a widespread American Jewish practice. 

A s Hyman notes, "The Bat Mitzvah ritual was introduced into 
American Judaism as both an ethical and pragmatic response to 
gender divisions in traditional Judaism." 

In Jewish law, a gi rl reaches majority at age 12, but until the 
invention of the Bat Mitzvah there was no ritual ceremony to mark 
this passage. Mordecai Kaplan intended Bat Mitzvah to give females 
equal standing with males and stimulate Jewish education for women 
so they would be better able to transmit Jewish knowledge to their 
children. 

While it started with Reconstructionism, Hyman attributes 
the further evolution of Bat Mitzvah to the American Conserva
tive movement. In the mid-19th century, American Reform began 
moving away from traditional ceremonies such as male Bar Mitzvah. 
Instead, Reform congregations introduced group confirmation cer
emonies when the boys and girls in their religious schools completed 
their education, around age 15. 

Confirmation, then, was more of a graduation ceremony than a 
Bar Mitzvah. Traditional Orthodoxy did not allow women to read 
the Torah. Thus, if gi rls of 12 or 13 were to have a coming-of-age 
ceremony equivalent to Bar Mitzvah for boys, it fell to the Conserva
tive Movement to define what that ceremony should be. 

Change came gradually. As late as the 1930s, despite Judith 
Kaplan's pathbreaking example, only a handful of Conservative 
synagogues had adopted Bat Mitzvah. By 1948, however, one-third 
of Conservative congregations conducted them and, by the 1960s, 

See FIRST BAT MITZVAH, page 14 

to be left out. These wines are 
for enjoying all year, not just on 
holidays. 

Most of these new kosher 
wines are reasonably priced, 
perhaps to widen their quaffing 
audience with their style. In fact, 
one representative remarked, "I 
don't sell kosher wines, I say they 
are fine wines that happen to be 
kosher." In discussing them, you 
will hear such winemakers terms 
as "aged in new French oak," and 
"fermented in the bottle." 

lfyouareinsecureaboutchoos
ing your wines, as many people 
are, go to a good, well-stocked 
store and find a knowledgeable 

sa l es-
person 

Many 
n o n -
J ewis h 
as well 
Jewish 
prefer 

as 
people 

kosher 
wines because they 
know that special care 
and cleanliness go into the 
winemaking process . 

Marylyn Graff is copyeditor at 
the Jewish Voice & Herald. 

Congratulations on Your 5ar---5at Mitzvah 

~ 
The Village Inn Hotel & Conference Center 

• 
at Narragansett f ier 

Catering b~ Amalfi 

The perfect blend for _your Special E._legant Affair 

South Count_y's F remier Function F acili~ 

Overlooking beautiful Narragansett 5a_!j 

We provide an intimate setting tor events up to :; 50 guests 

Amalfi Fine Catering offers 

Six Custom 5,r-5at Mitzvah F ackages 

The View ... The Food ... The Service 

That's Amalfi ... 

One 5each Street 

Narragansett Rhode Island 02882 

For more information please contact 

James Le Donne-401-792-:;.5:;9 
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Holy decor! 
Themes range from sports 

to decorations from around the world 
By Marylyn Graff 

If you haven't attended a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah in a while, you 
may be astounded. Nowadays, 
after the happy solemnity in the 
synagogue, you may adjourn to 
an event room or a restaurant for 
a "kiddush luncheon." 

If there is to be another party 
in the evening, the lunch will 
probably be traditional, consisting 
of the basic Jewish lox and bagels, 
pickled herring, tuna salad, egg 
salad, challah, sliced tomatoes 

(J 

-,f-

and onions. (My daughter once 
described this repast to her non
Jewish husband as "a real Jewish 
lunch.") If this is the only cel
ebration, the lunch will be much 
more elaborate as to menu, and 
will probably include music and 
maybe entertainment. 

The evening party will be a 
very dressy affair with extensive 
hors d' oeuvres passed, and a sit
down multi-course dinner, live 
music and entertainment. 

As I write this, my grand
daughter's Bat Mitzvah is a 
few days away, Sat., Nov. 5, so 
I consulted Lisa, my daughter
in-law, about her arrangements. 
She assured me that among her 
friends, if you don't have hot hors 
d' oeuvres, you will not be able to 
hold up your head .. 

The part that was really new 
to me was the fact that a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah party now has 
to have a theme, not related to 
the religious ceremony, but to 
a special interest of the child or 
family. Thus: most b'nei mitzvot 
will have a sports theme, featur
ing one or more games with each 
table having a different center
piece related to a different sport, 
or if one sport, a different sta
dium. Boys (with their mother's 
approval as to appropriateness) 

may also choose favor
ite videos, DVDs or 
action movies, again 
with unique center
pieces. (I heard of one 
where each centerpiece 
held a real golf club and 
another where a track 
shoe formed the base.) 

The video or DVD theme will 
include a real one in the arrange
ment, which a lucky person will 
get to take home. 

The b'not mitzvot girls 
may choose music as a theme, 
with a CD of a favorite singer 
included; dance, with a different 
type shown on each table, such 
as ballet or jazz; shopping, with 
each table featuring a different 
store or merchandise. 

The party may be in the 
style of a Hawaiian luau or other 
exotic venue. One family chose 
an around-the-world theme, 
with a different country repre
sented on each table. It seems 
that the themes are limited only 
to the originality of the host 
family. Some families go to great 
lengths (and expense) to present 
an imaginative table decor. 

I think that much of the 
way these very special occasions 
are handled may be regional. I 

S\AGEL 
PRODUCTIONS INC. 

Entertainment• Event Planning 

Naw E119l11.1td's #f Chalc.e 
Far B11r ffitzv11h 

JIil E.1ttarial.1tJHll't 

Party Planning 
Services Include: 

*Kids Cocktail Hour 
*Invitations* Theme Ideas 

*Centerpieces 
*Take Home Favors 

*Photo/Video 
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recently attended a Bar Mitzvah in the San Francisco area. The lunch 
was the traditional one and the evening party was at a semi-carnival 
outdoor place in the hills above San Jose, very informal and a lot of 
fun, especially for the young people. There were just flower arrange
ments, no special theme. 

Call me next week and I'll tell you about our Bat Mitzvah. 

Marylyn Graff is a copy editor and the food editor at the Jewish Voice 
& Herald. 

( 800) Z6Z- 2837 
INFO@IZZl'.SCATERING,COM 

Creating a blend of traditional values, 

contemporary thinking and genuine caring 
~ 
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From the 'Scribbler on the RooP 
The Chosen People: 
politically correct 
-or not? 
By Ted Roberts 

A Bar Mitzvah teacher's li fe 
is not an easy one. There are bless
ings and Haftorahs and speeches 
that must be hammered into the 
heads of kids who'd rather be 
on the basketball court or at the 
mall. But even more challenging 
is the concept of tribal (not quite 
the right word) ethnic (no good 
either) religious (maybe) pride. 
Pride is definitely the right word. 
Not arrogance, but pride in our 
solitary uniqueness as the People 
of the Book - oops, may as well 
say it - CHOSEN people. As 
politically incorrect as a blub
ber burger at a Save-the-Whales 
convention. 

How to explain this concept 
to a 12-year-old colt who wants 
to jump every fence his parents 
and I set up? H ow to explain that 
there's a value in rareness. Don't 
be ashamed. This is no doctrine 
of superiority. Rather one of obli
gations. You gotta be - I tell the 
frisky colt - "a light unto the 
nations." It's really unfair. He's 
bound by a covenant signed three 
millennia ago - 8000 miles 
removed from the USA. A cov
enant literally sealed in blood 
by a wandering band of Israel
ites who had no clue - couldn't 
faintly imagine - about him and 
his world to be. The yoke and 
blessings of Torah are his. H e's 
a member of the Country Club, 
bound by all its by-laws, without 
application or interview. 

Shades of guilt 
To make this point about 

exclusivity to a shocked 12-
year-old, I use a parable that 
springs from a periodic discus
sion between me and my intel
lectually spright ly wife. It's about 
ethics and responsibility. 

"Sweet wife," I say, "may it 
never happen - God forbid -
but what if our rabbi stole a watch 
from the local jeweler?" 

My wife gasps in disbelief. 
"Now, equally incredible, 

pretend that I do the same." I 
continue, "Who is gu iltier?" 

My side of the argument 
maintains that there's an imbal
ance of guilt here. The rabbi has 
weightier responsibilities than 
me. When he stands at the pulpit 
- when he speaks publicly for 
the congregation, he waves our 
flag. I le has not only betrayed 
his private covenant, but has 
weakened the faith of his fol
lowers and embarrassed Judaism 
because he's a public figure. I , 
too, have disgraced my fa ith, but 
not as widely. 

The wife disagrees. "You're 

It's really unfair. He's bound 
by a covenant signed three 
millennia ago ... 
both fallibly human," she says. 

This debate bubbles in my 
head as I try to explain this polit
ically incorrect phrase, "Chosen 
People," to my students. Aha, I 
see an analogy. 

"Let's pretend," I say to the 
student, "that the rabbi bought a 
new shirt and the clerk at Wal
Mart (this always gets a laugh 
because our rabbi dresses like 
E lijah in his wilderness period) 
makes a mistake with the change. 
H e gives him $10 too much. And 
our rabbi walks out of the store 
with an extra $10 in his pocket." 

The child, like my wife, is 
shocked. 

"Just pretend," I say. 
"Now, let's assume your father 

does exactly the same thing." 

Again, wide eyes in disbelief. 
"Just pretend, OK. Got it? Well, 
now you do the same thing." 

I pause and let the child's 
mind linger awhile on the paral
lelism of the three criminal situ
ations. "OK, are all three equally 
guilty?" I ask. 

Usually, the kid gets it 
right - to my way of think
ing anyhow. The rabbi is most 
guilty. He's a public personality 
with heavy ethical obligation. 
The parent is next because he's 
damaged his children who look 
to him for leadership. The child 
is less culpable of all because he 
or she is only responsible for his 
own immature, juvenile soul. I 
ask the bar mitzvah candidate to 
restate his hierarchy of guilt. 

When the student finishes 
intellectually digesting and then 
verbalizing the solution to my 
puzzle, I'm waiting with the final 
flash of insight to reveal the heart 

of the Chosen People concept. 
"Now, let's say you and a 

schoolmate who is not Jewish 
each receive $10 too much in 
change. You need the tenner for a 
present for your old bar mitzvah 
teacher (the ultimate charity). So 
you keep it. Who's guiltier -you 
or your pal?" 

Without hesitation most 
of my charges reply that there's 
equal guilt. Then I remind them 
of the covenant - the obligation 
to be a light unto the nations. 
"See, like the rabbi you've got a 
heavier load to bear. That's what 
it means to be CHOSEN." 

t_; 

Try it on your 12-year-old. 
Better ask your wife first. 

Ted R oberts of Alabama w rites 
a regular syndicated humor column, 
"7he Scribbler on the R aef." For 
more information, visit www. 
wonderwordworks.com or www. 
scribblerontheroef.typepad.com. 

Experience the Five Star diff ere nee 

* *rrvE* * 8TAQ * UMOUSINE & TRANSPORTATION INC. 

www.fivestarlimo.com 
401-83 1-8940 
877-765-STAR 

135 l Hartford Avenue 
Johnston, RI 
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How organized are you? 
Last minute helpful hints are 
coming your way! Read on. 
By Joan G Friedman 

Some things to think about: 

Tallit and Tefillin: 
Is someone special present

ing your son or daughter with 
these wonderful gifts? If so, has 
the correct size been ordered and 
will it be arriving in plenty of 
time? 

A few days before the Mitz
vah date, arrange to have the 
presenter [a grandfather?] meet on 
the Bimah with the grandchild and 
show him how it is worn. As it is 
being arranged, snap a lot of photos. 
There will be no other opportunity 
for this special moment. You might 
have them looking at the Ark and 
the Torahs, and sitting down as 

The ~ ({)ggin~/ N est 1 linc 
HATS • JEWELRY • ACCESSORIES 

5 Traverse Street ~ 
Providence RI 02906 

www.nogginsnest.com 
(401) 276-0011 

UNFORGETTABLE FUN, 

INCOMPARABLE 

SURROUNDINGS 

OVERN IGHT CAMP: 

TWO FOUR-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 

GRADES 2 - 10. 

DAY CAMP: 

FOUR TWO-WEEK 

SESSIONS, 

AGES 6 TO 9. 

warm, friendly atmosphere 

family feeling Located in 

Wakefield, RI. 
Kosher dietary 
laws observed. 

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CAl~ 
401-463-3110 

WEB: WWW.CAMP JORI.COM ACCREOrTEO 
CAMP 

E-MAIL: CAMP JORI @HOTMAILCOM. ' ® 
CAMP'OR[ American 

Camping 
Assocfatlon 

ON WORDEN'S POND 

the tefillin is wrapped on the arm. 
Finally, what could be better than 
the tallit on the child's shoulders? 

If people are arriving Friday 
evening before sundown, take 
photographs outside as they walk 
toward the building. This is a won
derful opportunity to snap candid 
shots. With most synagogues, you 
must stop as the sun is going dawn. 
Check with your rabbi. 

Arranging seating: 
Write each guest's name on 

a Post-it. Use a paper plate to 
represent each table. This way it 
will be easy to place and change 
names and tables every time you 
are told "so and so" doesn't want 
to sit with someone. 

Remember not to seat the 
older people near the band. Never 
have just one single at a table with 
couples. You need two singles to 
line up with couples. 

The reception: 
Make certain there is park

ing; handicap parking should 
also be available. 

If there is a cocktail hour, 
what is planned for children? 

Think of the guest list. In 
place of the candle-lighting, you 
say basketball is the theme and 
each relative will be asked to 
"make a basket?" As I said, think 
of the guest list! 

Above all, get written con
tracts with the caterer, band or 

DJ, florist, photographer, video
grapher, etc. Give the last two a 
list of everyone special for addi
tional or group photos; list their 
table number and name. Give a 
close friend a copy of the lists and 
ask her check that the profession
als are capturing all these special 
photos. Perhaps the videographer 
should ask for a few words from 
each guest, and more than a few 
words from certain relatives. 

Remember: 
Some things, such as a sign

in board, can be made in advance. 
Have those photos laminated so 
all the moustaches and horns can 
be erased. 

Make hospitality bags filled 
with goodies for the out-of-town 
guests or hire someone to do 

them. Make sure they are driven 
to the hotel the night before your 
affair and have the recipient's 
name securely attached to each 
bag. You'll want to include juice 
and/or wine, chocolates, cook
ies, and a piece of fruit for each 
person. Keep in mind those an 
special diets. Enclose a note 
thanking them for comi ng. 

Don't forget to include a bag 
or small case for yourself. This 
should include necessities such 
as a sewing kit, safety pins, band 
aids, hair brush and hair spray, 
deodorant, tissues, panty hose, 
Tylenol, stomach medicine, ant
acids, tampons, etc. Be prepared! 

Joan G Friedman is the farmer 
editor of Shalom Newspaper. She 
can be reached at joan@jriedman. 

WHISPERING PINES CONFERENCE CENTER 
University of Rhode Island - W. Alton Jones Campus 

West Greenwich, RI 

(401) 397-3361 ext.6056 
www.uri.edu/ajc/wpines 

Tl1e nalural beaul9 of Wl1lsped119 Pines provides an lnl:lmale selling 

for a ceremony and rece1,Hou for as many as 130. 
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A teen's view on Bar/Bat Mitzvah charity 

SEASONED IDEAS FROM YOUNG MINDS - High school stu
dents, such as these from the Harry Elkin M idrasha. can become 
philanthropists through the B'nai Tzedek program. 
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By Jessica Waterman 
A few weeks ago, the B 'nai 

Tzedek group had its first meeting 
at Ben and Jerry's in Providence. 
It is a new Rhode Island program 
that asks Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
students to put some of their 
money aside to create a tzedekah 
fund that is run by teenagers. The 
members discussed what the they 
thought were worthy charities to 
support, learned about the B'nai 
Tzedek program, and, of course, 
ate some ice cream. 

I decided to join the B'nai 
Tzedek program because I wanted 
to help others in as many ways 
as possible. To tell you the truth, 
when I first decided to join this 
program, I thought it would be a 
great opportunity to help other 
people, but wasn't too thrilled 
about having to go to the meet
ings. I thought that they'd prob
ably be kind of boring, and that 
we would spend the whole time 
listening to people lecture us 
about one charity or another. 

However, after attending 
this meeting, I have discovered 
that the meetings are times when 
the members of the group can 
share ideas about charities that 
we can help. Rather than sitting 
and listening to a long and boring 
speech, we spent the time dis
cussing what's important to us. 

B'nai Tzedek's first meeting 
was very successful. By the end, 

we had compiled a long list of charities that we could support, had 
eaten a lot of ice cream, and had gotten to know each other better. I 
look forward to futu re meetings. 

People who want to know more about the program can call Rich 
Walter at 331-0956. 

Jessica Waterman, a participant in the Bureau of Jewish Education's 
B 'nai Tzedek program, is a ninth grader w ho attends R ocky Hill School. 
She lives in West Warwick. 
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e of • 1 c1es 
Israeli child, born deaf, teaches congregants lesson at his Bar Mitzvah 

ByDovGilor 

Special to the Voice & Herald 

On the Sabbath of hi s Bar 
Mitzvah, my grandson, Dvir 
Gilor, read the entire weekly 
Torah portion in the synagogue! 

Surely you arc saying, 
"So what, many boys read the 
entire weekly Torah portion." 
But, Dvir was born deaf! 

After the service, for the 
first time in our synagogue, a 
child delivered the sermon. Dvir 
opened by saying, "I was born 
deaf. It states in the Talmud that 
a deaf person (cheresh) is exempt 
from performing religious acts . 
The commentators write that, 
"Anyone exempt from perform
ing an action, cannot exempt 
others from their obligation." So, 
if a deaf person is exempt from all 
religious acts, including the read
ing of the Torah portion, then 
did any of you fulfill your obliga
tion to hear the Torah read this 
morning?" 

The congregation sat spell
bound both by Dvir's self-confi
dence and by the question. Was it 
possible that we must reread the 
weekly Torah portion? 

Dvir went on to say that Mai
monides explains that the cheresh 
mentioned anywhere in scripture 

DVIR GILOR, AND HIS FATHER DAVID, preparing for Dvir's Bar Mitzvah last month. It took place in Israel, 

in the community of Hashmonaim (near the city of Modiin). 

who speaks but cannot hear is 
obligated to read the Torah and 
therefore can exempt the listen
ers from their obligation. H e also 
quoted Rabbi Aharon Adler, who 
ruled that a cochlear implant as 
Dvir has, changed his status to 
that of a hearing person with 
all of the attendant obligations. 
"In conclusion," said Dvir, "don't 
worry, if you listened to my read
ing of the Torah today, you have 
fulfilled your obligation." 

When Dvir fini shed his short 
speech, the congregation's spon
taneous response was to applaud. 
At the Bar Mitzvah party, Dvir's 
father, David, using a Power
Point presentation, told the story 
ofDvir. We heard of his parents' 
joy at his birth, of their sadness 
when his deafness was discovered 
and of their decision to do every
thing in their power to help Dvir 
succeed in life. 

David spoke of the "guiding 
angels" sent to us from heaven 
who helped transform Dvir into 
the intelligent young man whose 
Bar M itzvah we were celebrating. 
He especially thanked Dr. Carol 
Froelich, the educational director 

refers to the mute who cannot hear one who hears but does not speak also quoted one of Rabbi Moshe 
and cannot speak. Someone who is not a cheresh and has the obli- Feinstein's (of blessed memory) 
speaks but does not hear or some- gations of any other Jew. Dvir last responses that someone 

of Micha (Deaf Children Educa
tion Org. in Tel Aviv), who pro
vided guidance and emotional 
support during the early years of 
Dvir's development. 

Implant device 
In 1996, Dvir's parents, 

David and Shira, learned about 
the cochlear implant and sought 
advice as to its suitability for 
Dvir. The device was designed for 
those without any hearing, but 
Dvir had a tiny amount of resid
ual hearing and could speak a few 
words. The problem was that the 
implant does irreparable damage 
and removes all residual hearing 
and there is no going back if it 
does not work. David and Shira 
sought advice on whether with
out the implant Dvir would be 
able to enter a regular first grade. 

At that moment, another 
"angel" stepped forward. Avigail, 
the special nursery teacher, qui
etly took them aside and said, "Do 
the operation. Dvir will never be 
ready for first grade without it." 
Now the decision was compara-
tively easy. Without the implant, 
there was no chance. They wor
ried but decided. 

After a quick prayer at the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, 
Dvir underwent the operation 
at Hadassah Hospital in Jerusa
lem. From that moment on, Dvir 
had to relearn how to hear and 
he had to learn how to translate 
those irritating pulses into mean-

See DVIR, page 14 
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in Bar and Bat Mitzva s 

Local mitzvah projects, from birdfeeders to hurricane help 
By Marylyn Graff 

It is in the Jewish tradition to 
encourage or require the upcom
ing b'nei mitzvot candidates to 
perform a special project to help 
other people or the community in 
some way, to show that they take 
their approaching responsibilities 
as Jewish adults seriously. 

In checking with the syna
gogues in the Rhode Island area, 
we found some very interesting 
and heartwarming ideas that the 
kids have come up with. 

A Bat Mitzvah at Temple 
Torat Yisrael collected non-per
ishable food, and created cen
terpieces for her luncheon tables 
using the cans and packages and 
decorating grocery bags to make 
attractive displays. Following 
the celebration they were given to 
a local food pantry. 

At Temple Sinai in Cranston, 
baskets of books on the Bimah 
at the event are then donated to 
Jewish Family Service and area 
public libraries. Toy baskets go 
to Hasbro Children's Hospital or 
the Warwick Women's Shelter. 

Other Sinai projects have 
included making bird feeders, 
planting a garden at the child 's 
t reatment center at Butler Hos-

pita! and collecting supplies for 
animals that help humans and 
collect donations for their train
ing. 

At Temple Beth-El in Provi
dence one girl is growing her 
hair, which will be cut off for 
"Locks of Love" to make wigs for 
children who have lost their hair 

through cancer therapy. 
Another candidate raised 

funds to computerize the temple 
library. 

Kids have "adopted grand
parents" in nursing homes, visit
ing and cheering them up; worked 
at Ronald McDonald House, 
coached sports for younger chi!-

Photo by Jonathan Rubin 

dren, and raised funds. 

Temple Am David requires 
its students to design and imple
ment their own mitzvah projects. 
One girl gave a dance-a-thon 
to raise funds for Hurricane 
Katrina, that was covered by 
Channel 6. They also create food 
baskets as centerpieces to be sent 

TEENS DANCE FOR HURRI
CANE relief at dance-a-thon 
mitzvah project held Sept. 
25 at Temple Am David in 
Warwick. It was organized 
by teenager Rachel Winkler. 

to food kitchens, work at home
less shelters and animal shelters. 
Some kids tutor and mentor spe
cial needs students. 

In several temples, such as 
Temple Habonim in Barrington, 
the upcoming b'nei mitzvot work 
in a "mitzvah group" volunteer
ing to make sandwiches and col
lect clothing and supplies for the 
homeless, and wherever else they 
are needed. They help stock the 
shelves at Tap-In in Barrington, 
serve at Amos House, and engage 
in individual projects as well. 

It seems that the goodwill of 
these budding teens extends into 
every part of the community. 

Marylyn Graff is a copy editor 
at the Jewish Voice & Herald. 
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Planning guide 
1-3 years ahead 

[ ] Set the date. 
[ l 
[ l 
[ l 

Set a budget. 
Reserve the synagogue. 
Reserve the hall for additional 
receptions. 

[ ] Arrange for caterer, party plan 
ner, and band or DJ. 

[ ] Buy a loose-leaf binder or start a 
filing system on index cards. 

10-12 months ahead 

[ l 
[ l 

[ l 

[ l 

Begin Hebrew lessons. 
(Continue to) attend weekly 
Shabbat services as a family. 
Arrange for photographer and 
videographer. 
Book hotel accommodations 
and investigate transportation 
for out-of-town guests. 

6 months ahead 

[ l Plan colors and theme. 
[ ] Arrange for florist and make 

guest list. 
4-5 months ahead 

[ ] Order invitations and thank-you 
notes, imprinted napkins, and 
personalized party favors. 

[ ] Shop for clothing and shoes. 
[ ] Purchase a tallit and Tefillin if 

applicable. 
[ ] Choose a calligrapher. 

3 months ahead 
[ l 

[ l 

Plan Sunday brunch if 
applicable. 
Order printed kippot. 

2 months ahead 
[ ] Meet with photographer and vid 

eographer. 
[ ] Meet with florist and/or decora 

tions coordinator. 
[ ] Mail out-of-town invitations. 
6 weeks ahead 
[ ] Order tuxedos. 
[ ] Take care of clothing alterations. 
[ ] Order wine for Kiddush. 
[ ] Mail in-town invitations. 
4 weeks ahead 
[ ] Prepare Bar/Bat Mitzvah speech. 
[ ] Finalize reservations and transpor 

[ l 
[ l 

[ l 
[ l 
[ l 

tation. 
Meet with caterer. 
Make welcome gifts for out-of
town guests. 
Arrange aliyot. 

Send honorary gift to synagogue. 
Meet with rabbi. 

[ ] Make seating charts for reception 
(and dinner). 

2 weeks ahead 
[ ] Give final count to caterer. 
[ ] Check with florist. 
[ ] Order Bar/Bat Mitzvah cake, cook 

ies, pastries for Friday night oneg. 

A few days ahead 
[ ] Have rehearsal and take Bimah 

photographs. 
[ ] Make copies of speeches, room and 

table layouts, and give them to a 
friend to hold for you. 
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Countdown to handling invitations 
By Joan G Friedman 

Invitations? Eliminate the possible problems 'way ahead of time. H ave you asked 
your parents and your in-laws to give you a list? When you do, give them a number. 
W hen you ask for a list of30 from each side, it is so much better than receiving 50 from 
one set of parents and 100 from the other. Add to that total another 30 of your friends 
and maybe 30 from your child. So 30 from each side turns out to be 120 - or more 
- depending on who's doing the counting. 

After you make the master list, it is a very good idea to give each set of parents 
a master list to "proof" for errors. The errors being, of course, that you are inviting or 
not inviting someone that may cause a big problem. Let's have no surprises here. It is 
amazing how someone may remember, "Look! We forgot so-and-so!" 

While so-and-so might not have minded, there could also have been another world 
war in your family if you don't invite him/ her. Purposely, we do not include the child's 
list to the grandparent proofing. We do not need a grandma saying "I never liked that 
boy!" There is no discussion involving the child's friends. I'm only kidding, of course. 
What grandma would say such a thing?! 

6-8 months before 
Although you will not mail those invitations for 6-8 weeks, it's good to begin 

looking long before that time. At least six months in advance it is good to begin your 
search. W ith all the choices available, it's not easy to pick invitations. It's good to have 
a notebook journal or an index card box with everyone's name and address on a separate 
card. W hen the invitations go out, each name is checked. W hen the response arrives, 
it is so noted. When the gift arrives, it is entered and, when the thank-you is sent, it is 
checked. 

The index card box is one of the most important items in your home and is referred 
to each time an affair is coming up - as well as when you need a gift for that person's 
party. 

M ust you have a very formal invite? W ill it need the extra color in the envelope? 
Is the King of England going to be invited? Many forget the reason for the affair. First 
of all, it's not your affair. What will be suitable for your almost 13-year-old? Will he or 
she have a say in this selection? And will it be his or her favorite color? 

It was one thing when you chose that adorable little "It's a Girl" announcement 
in azalea pink, and it's quite another for your lit tle girl - almost grown up - to choose 
her invitation is that hot orange/spring green combination. While the tablecloths and 
place cards will probably be white, the napkins and accessories will follow through in 
the orange and green. 

You will need a Bower arrangement for the table that houses the place cards and 
another [smaller] arrangement for the ladies room to place next to the basket contain
ing tissues, some pretty guest soaps, perfume and hand lotion, and tampons. 

Imagine the trim on the cake icing matching those two beautiful colors. Imagine 
her joy at being able to make the decision. The good news is that you 
will not have to wear a matching dress in those colors. They are just 

Cele&ratt your ']3ar &. ']3at OOte-wtlis, 
'We44in9s an4 arr Cefe&ratlons witli Style. 

her colors! 
Remember you do not have to like it. It is just amazing that, 

together, you two found something Jhe loves. And your daughter will 
remember this affair - forever. 

Joan Greenberger Friedman can be reached atjoan@jriedman.net. 

6)fte Cfiristo[ Cl-lar&or 
1% offer holiday party j11&ilitie1 for up to 150 
overlooking Narragan,ett Bay in downtown 
historic Bristol. Our Five Star New American 
cuiline is by Gatehouse Catering Company. 

(i) Bristol Harbor Inn 
259 Thames Stre et 

Bristol , RI 
401 - 254- 1444 

lnfo@brlatolharborlnn .com 
www.b rist o lharbor-in n .com 

Cfnn 

Gatehouse Caterina Compan-y 
Winner of"'Ihe But of Rhode !,/and'~ hiltorlc 
Gat1hOU1e Catering feature, New American cumn, 
with New England root/, and It 11at1 up to JOO. 

Gatehouse Catering Company 
4 Richmond Square 

Providence, RI 
401 - 521 - 9229 

I nfo@thege le ho u ee . com 
www thegatehouae . com 
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Synagogues try to reverse trend 
of the post Bar Mitzvah dropout 

Valley Beth Shalom in the Los 
Angeles suburb of Encino, takes 
a different approach. 

Feinstein, who wrote a book 
aimed at answering theological 
questions from a teen perspective, 
"Tough Qyestions Jews Ask," 
says "kids know when they're 
being sold something. They have 
a powerful nose for the phony." 

His synagogue take a tough 
tack with parents of teens enter
ing their religious school. 

• • 

"We tell them that if they 
leave after Bar Mitzvah, it's a lie," 
he says . 

Instead, they teache a class 
that debates Jewish values arising 
from provocative court trials of 
issues such as assisted suicide or 
stem cell research. 

Another school practices 
screens episodes of the classic 
TV show "Twilight Zone" and 
debates the Jewish ethical issues 
the shows raise. 

• 

judai,c; TrlUUt:U)nr 
Your one stop shop for everything Jewish. 

JTA Photo • 

TEENS PARTICIPATE in a recent leadership conference sponsored by the Coalition for the Advancement 
Visit our store for the best selection of 
Judaica in Southeastern New England 

of Jewish Education. 

By Joe Berkofsky students since 1995 and found 
NEW YORK (JTA) only half stayed in religious 

- Afternoons this past school school through 12th grade. 
year often found teenager Ross Similarly, a representative 
Weissman tutoring sixth-graders sampling of Boston-area Jewish 
in Hebrew or leading third-grad- teens in Conservative, Reform 
ers in prayer. and Reconstructionist synagogue 

Weissman, 18, and many of schools in 2000 by the Cohen 
his friends became mentors for Center for Modern Jewish Stud
younger children at Congregation ies at Brandeis University found 
Beth Am Israel in Penn Valley, that participation dropped as 
Pa., a Conservative synagogue teens g rew older. 
whose religious school allows According to the study, par
teens from eighth to 12th grades ticipation dropped from 86 per
to earn high school credits or get cent in 7th grade; to 72 percent in 
paid for being "madrichim," or 8th and 9th grades to 69 percent 
counselors, between their Bar in 10th and 11th grades, to 56 
and Bat Mitzvah and the end of percent by 12th grade. 
high school. In addition, Reform move-

With studies showing about ment surveys, conducted ran
half of children in the non- domly and of communally active 
Orthodox religious denomina- teens, found that within 18 
tions forgo any formal religious months after Bar and Bat Mitz
education after Bar Mitzvah age, vah, 50 percent of those teenagers 
these efforts signal new hope that stop participating in educational 
organized American Jewry may programs, while by the end of 
hold onto their young. high school only 15-20 percent 

Synagogues "cannot rely on of teens are involved, says Rabbi 
the notion that kids will remain Andrew Davids, co-director of 
with us simply because their par- the youth division of the Union 
ents pressure them to or because for Reform Judaism. 
they want to retain thei r Jewish The Brandeis study suggested 
education," says Rabbi David that parental influence plays a big 
Wirtschafter, associate rabbi of role on that decline, and Davids 
Peninsula Temple Sholom in agrees. 
Burlingame, Calif. "We have "So many parents had an 
to c~eate another reason beyond unfulfilling experience, so they 
that.' feel while the Bar or Bat Mitzvah 

At the same time, studies is an obligation, once that obliga
of the non-Orthodox streams tion is fulfilled, they're released 
show evidence of the post-Bar from any responsibility," Davids 
Mitzvah exodus. A 2000 longi- says. 
tudinal study by Barry Kosmin Alternatives 
and Ariela Keysar called "Four The Reform movement is 
Up," for the Ratner Center of also launching new, informal 
the Jewish Theologi_cal Seminary, methods of Jewish education 
followed Conservative movement outside of congregational school 

classrooms and youth groups but 
inside synagogues. These "alter
nate doors" to Judaism include 
teen healing services; rap groups 
or Jewish theater, Davids says. 

In one rural Northern Cali
fornia synagogue, students are 
overhauling an old car, then debat
ing the Jewish view of tzedakah, 
with a view toward selling the car 
and donating the proceeds, or the 
car itself, to a charity, says Rabbi 
Laura Novak Winer, director of 
youth and informal education for 
the movement's Pacific-Central
West region. 

But Rabbi Ed Feinstein, 
of the Conservative synagogue 

Bring in this ad and,receive 

746 Hope Street 
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DVIR 
From page 10 

ingful sounds and words, and 
D avid and Shira started sending 
a four-year-old child to kinder
garten wearing a $7,000 fragile 
machine. The video portions of 
the presentation showed the fan
tastic development of a chi ld who 
could hard ly speak, into a self
confident speaking child. 

He then taught Dvir a unique counting system where 
each of the hundredsofwords in the weekly Torah por
tion would bepronouncedwithasetnumberofbeats ... 

other half of our two-family home 
and it is natural for the children 
to go in and our via our house. It 
is also natural for us to send mes
sages with them to their parents by 
calling them to wait a moment for 
the message. This was impossible 
with D vir. H e was deaf. It is very 
difficult to describe the emotion I 
experienced the first time after the 
operation when I was sitting in my 
recliner and I called D vir's name 
as he walked through the house 
- and he turned around, came to 
sit in my lap and gave me a hug. 

Bar Mitzvah preparation 
When D avid began to teach 
Dvir to read from the scroll of 
the Torah, he realized right away 
that the reading would be in a 
monotone. Normal hearing uti
lizes thousands of little hairs in 
our ears to stimulate nerves and 
represent d ifferent tones, but 
D vir has just 20 electrodes to 
stimulate his nerves. 

D avid debated whether to ask 
Dvir to try to "sing" in arbitrary 
tones but preferred the correct 
beat to an arbitrary modulation 
that would irritate the hearing of 
those who knew what the reading 
should sound like. H e then taught 
D vir a unique counting system 
where each of the hundreds of 
words in the weekly Torah por
tion would be pronounced with 
a set number of beats accord
ing to the traditional cantilation. 
M ahapach has two beats, zakefhas 
three beats, darga has four beats, 
mercha has one beat, etc. D vir had 
to memorize the correct pronun-

FIRST BAT MITZVAH 
From page 5 occurred in 1931 but, as with 

the ceremony became the norm the Conservative movement, the 
within C onservatism. ritual did not catch on right away. 

The earliest A merican ~ at By the 1950s, only one third of 
Mitzvot were, ritually, not quite Reform congregations conducted 
the same as Bar Mitzvot. They them. Since the 1960s, as Reform 
were usually held on ~riday has placed increasing emph~sis on 
nights, when the Torah 1s not t rad itional rituals, Bat M1tzvah 
read or, if held on Saturday morn- has grown to near universality in 
ing like Judith Kaplan's, the Bat that movement's congregations. 
Mitzvah girl would read from a A number of modern Orthodox 
printed humash, or book contain- congregations have now adopted 
ing the Bible, rather than from some form of Bat Mitzvah as 
the Torah scroll itself. well. Bat Mitzvah, an innova

The fi rst recorded Bat Mitz- tion in 1922, is now an American 
vah at a Reform congregation 

401.884.0220 

ciation of each word, without the 
benefit of punctuation, along with 
the number signifying the number 
of beats. 

It was not easy, but in the 
reading Dvir did not make a single 
mistake. That too had a great emo
tional impact on many of the con
gregants. 

Towards the end of his pre
sentation, D avid explained that 
Dvir successfully fi nished regu
lar elementary school that week 
and will be entering Yeshiva "Ner 
Tamid" junior high school next 
year - another miracle. 

In the words of blessing that 

Jewish institut ion. 
The introduction ofBat M itz

vah, which was originally meant 
only to mark the passage from 
Jewish girlhood to Jewish wom
anhood, raised a series of issues. 
As Paula H yman puts it, "H ow 
could a g irl be called to Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah and then never 
have such an honor again?" 

Both Reform and Conserva
tivism grappled with this problem 
and, by the 1970's, a majority of 
congregations in both movements 
called women to the Torah. 

~illll'Jiti+: ; ,4 /;'5;,,,,,,,, , 
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I had prepared, but which were 
too emotional for me to deliver, I 
wanted to explain that D vir was 
born as a "special" child but not 
in the usual context of the word. 
Dvir was born deaf, not dumb. 
Dvir proved that God often gives 
a special child unique attributes to 
compensate for what he lacks. 

Some parents refuse to cope 
with disabilities but D vir was for
tunate to be born into a loving and 
exceptionally supportive extended 
family. His accomplishments 
demonstrate that his parents did a 
fantastic job of raising him. 

Shira and David live in the 

If no thunder sounded when 
12-year old Judith Kaplan read at 
the bimah of the Society for the 
Advancement of Judaism, Kaplan 
herself went on to make a joyful 
noise of her own. A brilliant child 
who learned to read English at age 
2 and H ebrew at age 3, she stud
ied at what is now the Juilliard 
School ofMusic from ages 7 to 18. 
She received her B.A. (1928) and 
M .A . (1932) in music education 
from C olumbia University Teach
ers C ollege. In 1934, Kaplan mar
ried Ira Eisenstein, then assistant 
rabbi in her father's synagogue. 

A s Judith Eisenstein, she 
began a distinguished career as a 
teacher of musical pedagogy and 
the history of Jewish music at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America's Teachers Institute. In 

Dov Gilor has been writing ever 
since he was in the Israel D efense 
Forces and wrote for the Army 
Spokesman Unit monthly magazine 
in English ('1DF Journal'') some 25 
years ago. H e now writes for Jewish 
newspapers in New York and Flor
ida and on Israeli Internet sites. He 
also writes in Hebrew for an Israeli 
monthly newspaper. 

1959, at age 50, Eisenstein entered 
the School of Sacred M usic of 
H ebrew Union College, obtained 
her Ph.D. and remained as a 
member of the faculty until 1979. 
By the time of her death in 1996, 
she had composed a significant 
body of original liturgical music, 
created and broadcast a thirteen
hour radio series on the history 
of Jewish music and authored a 
number of books, including the 
fi rst A merican Jewish songbook 
for children (1937). 

O f course, her monumental 
"first" remains her own Bat Mitz
vah . 

R eprinted from wwwjewish
virtuallibrary.m. 1his article origi
nally app eared on the American 
Jewish H istorical Society (www. 
ajhs.org). 

e~r1~ 
On Beautiful Lake Tisplll}uin 

~{! Middleboro, Massachusetts 02346 <gl'\ 
\C - Oldest J e wish Boys' Camp in N e w En gland -
.._ ' Four'Kk-d ,n 1927 for Jew1~h boys 7 to 15 ycar..old .a,;,; ' 

entenn~ grade~ 2 through 10 

"The Tradition Continues" 
Archery • Arts & Crafts • Basketball • Canoeing 

• Color War • Fish ing • Football • Fun~yakm.g • Kayaking 
• Kickball • Newcomb • Photography • Ping Pong 

• Ropes/Challenge Course • Rowing • Sailing • Soccer 
• Softba ll • Street Hockey • Swim Instruction • Tennis 

• Tubing • Video Production • Volleyball • Wakeboarding 
• Waterskiing • Weightlifting • Wind::>urfi.ng • Woodworkmg 

• Wee!d y Field Tnps • I m er- and lntra~Camp Competition 
• Make friencbhips for life 

• Be a part of something :;pedal 
• Build ::>clf~confidencc 

Excclk:nt Kosher Food • 2 Rc::>idcnt RNs • J on~call pediatrician:; 

7 ~ 1/2 week season or 
One 3, 1/2 week session and One 4,week session 

TW_Q WEEK SESSION FO R FIRST-TIME CAMPE RS. A 

CALL OR WRITE 

Paul G . Davis, Director 
(:;1m11 Avod:i 

11 b,..:xS1n ....... , 
Lvnnlidd, MA 0l'H0 

(78 1) 334-6275 
Fax: (781 ) 334~4779 
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The following websites are 
just a handful of virtual Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah information and mar
ketplaces on the web. Ask family 
and friends for their favorite 
sites. 

Websites 
bjeri.org - Website of 

Bureau of Jewish Education of 
R.I. For some really cool Jewish 
links for teens, click on cool 
links. 

jfri.org - Jewish Fed
eration of R.I. website, link to e
cards on left. 

ujc.org - United Jewish 
Communities website. Practical 
suggestions for interfaith ceremo
nies. C lick on Jewish life, click on 
Interfaith Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

www.fivestarsoftware. 
com/mitzvah/ -Organizational 
and planning software. 

Lidsforyids.com - A 
kippot site. Sports are big! Put the 
Red Sox logo on your Bar Mitz
vah kippot, or any other team. 

Mazeltops.com 
Themes, themes, themes - from 
Casino to Jerusalem to music to 
design-your-own. 

www.photofetti.com; 
www.confoti.com - H alf-inch 
to one-inch paper photo circles 
or stickers of Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
celebrant. For tables, invitations, 
confetti (check if hall allows the 

latter). 
http://jewish-shopping. 

com/. - Jewish shopping mall. 
www. bible.ort.org 

- Want to know the date of 
your new baby's Bar/Bat Mitz
vah? Click on "Find My Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah," enter birthday and 
check whether baby was born in 
the Diaspora, after sunset and at 
what age the ceremony will occur 
(12 or 13). It will give you the 
date, Torah portion. 

myjewishlearning.com 
- Click on the lifecycle events 
tab, go to Bar/ Bat Mitzvah. The 
site has a quiz, advice on how to 
choose a mitzvah project, a list 
of recommended books, how to 
involve non-Jewish parents, and 
articles on the history, practicali
ties and contemporary issues in 
planning the celebration. 

www.shopinisrael.com 
- This is a virtual mall linked to 
merchants in Israel, selling just 
about anything you need for a 
Bar/ Bat M itzvah. 

www.barmitzvahfindit. 
com - A virtual A merican mall. 

A nnouncements (401) 523-6083 
Greeting Cards tjcprints@yalloo.com 
Professional Stationery 
Wedding & Engagement Invi tations ... and more! 

Every kind of vendor imaginable 
is on this site. 

mitzvahchic.com 
Link to book of same name. As 
the site describes itself: "a new 
approach to hosting a Bar or Bat
Mmitzvah that is meaningful, 
hip, relevant, fun, & drop-dead 
gorgeous!" Ideas, tools, budget
ing, interesting tzedakah links. 
G reat toast quotations: "Adoles
cence is a period of rapid changes. 
Between the ages of12 and 17, for 
example, a parent ages as much as 
20 years." - Anonymous 

Jewfaq.org & Judaism. 
about.com - An encyclopedia of 
links. 
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* From Big to Small, We Do it AU 
With Over 20 Years Experience! 

* Call 401.27 4.3929 for a consultation. 

780 Hope Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02906 

Celebrate your special 
occasion with us. 

• Bar Mitzvahs • Weddings 
Bat Mitzvahs • Private Parties 

We are B' nai Mitzvah. 

We want to make 
a difference. 

And we want 
you to join us. 

TEEN PHI\.NfTHltOPY 
I\HODE ISLAND 

For more information about the B'nai Tzedek Program or to start your own 
fund, contact Andrea Katzman at the Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode 
Island at 401.331.0956 or akatzman@bjeri.org 
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Paper Moon Invitations ~~ 
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah Invitations, Favors, Accessories, Addressing and More! 

Personal Service - Private Studio - On-Site Printing 

Hours: Hon-Fri: 10 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Wed: 10 a.m.- 7 p.m. Sat: 10 a.m. -4 p.m. 
Call for Evening Appointments! 
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www.papermoonstationery.com 
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Reverend - At Your "Service" 

* Baby Naming * Bnei Mitzvah 
* Wedding * Funera l * Unveiling 

Rev. Ethan Adler 
Phone: 401 .946.2604 

Cell: 401-486-0110 
Email: eadler3@cox.net 

'Visit Ifs at Swtt.t 7>'s '1l6ts tc stlut ~elf, 
'Ba, &: 'Bat fttit~oah, t-OiJJin5 

&: s,uial Oceaslcn iJnDltaticns. 

f 

c!f/wecb@ t 
gifts & design 

1265 Reservoir Avenue Cranston, Rhode Island 02920 
Phone: 401 -943-7800 Fax: 401-943-6036 

www.sweetpsgifts.com 

Share Your Simchas 
Send your simchas for publication to: 

E-Mail to: voiceherald@jfri.org 

Mail to: Jewish Voice & Herald, 130 
Sessions St., Providence, RI 02906 

Fax tQ: 401-331-7961 

Czech town holds first Bat 
Mitzvah since 1938 
By Dinah A. Spritzer 

PRAGUE, June 20 (JTA) 
- A young girl on the verge of 
womanhood reads the names of 
Shoah victi ms to an international 
audience and television crews, in 
a country that's not her own. 

It's safe to say that H ana P ike's 
Bat M itzvah wasn't you r typica l 
passage into adulthood. H ana 
recited the names of the departed 
in Austerlitz, now called Slavkov, 
a Czech town long known as the 
site of Napoleon's g reatest mili
ta ry victory over Russia and the 
A ust ro-Hungari an E mpire. 

But Slavkov and its 6,000 or 
so res idents now have a modern 
claim to fame: On June 4 the 
town hosted its fi rs t Bat Mitz
vah since 1938. There were a few 
twists, which one has to expect 
in a country where most of the 
Jewish population was wiped out 
by the H olocaust . For one, H ana 
is British . Second, the Slavkov 
synagogue that H ana's Notting
ham cong regation helped restore 
has no regular religious services, 
since there's only one Jew in 
town. The Bat Mitzva h was not 
so much a sig n of things to come 
but a remembrance of the town's 
Jewish past . 

"I especially think of the 
fo rmer Jewish children of this 
town who, like me, celebrated 
good times and worshipped w ith 
their parents in their synagogue 
- but who, unlike me, were 
deprived of celebrating their Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah ," H ana said at 
the start of the service. 

It was a Torah from Slavkov, 

held by the Not tingham congre
gation, that first brought the two 
towns together. 

"To come here for my daugh
ter's Bat Mitzvah was extremely 
special," sa id H ana's fathe r, Neil 
Pike. "Not just a h istoric occasion 
in her life, but in the context of 
the town. 

"To see 90-year old E rik 
Stracht," a Czech native now 
living in E ngland, "after the 
service embrace H ana, who was 
named after his 6-year-old niece 
who died in Auschwitz, tells the 
story better than any words can," 
he continued . 

The 24 members of the Not
tingham P rogressive Jewish 
Congregation who came to wish 
H ana the best were not strang
ers to Slavkov. In fac t, they've 
been bombarded with info rma
tion about the town since 1990, 
when Neil Pike discovered that 
the cong regation's Torah scroll 
orig inated in Austerlitz. Pike fe lt 
it was h is duty to fi nd out more 
about the town . 

Like more than 1,000 other 
congregations around the world , 
Nottingham received a Torah on 
permanent loan from the Memo
rial Scrolls Trust in W estminster, 
England. The trust pu rchased, 
preserved and then loaned out 
1,500 Czech scrolls that were in 
the basement of a P rague syna
gogue in the early 1960s. 

Unable to speak Czech , 
Pike felt stym ied in his search 
- until an article in the maga
zine of another British congrega
tion piqued his interest . It tu rned 

~£-at{t J/~}t 

- ~ -
Specialty Cakes for all occasions 

Wedding - Birthday 
Bat Mitzvah - Photo Cakes 

Party Pastries, Breads and more ... 
Visit us online at www.lasallebakery.net 

Two Pro · Loca±io11£ 
993 SUt.it/i St. 68S Ad.111.inu St. 
401.831.9S63 401.228.0081 

out that author Erik Stracht, 
whose mother and many rela
tives had come from Slavkov, was 
the only member of his family to 
make it alive out of Nazi-occupied 
Czechoslovakia. In 1990 Stracht 
went back to the area fo r the first 
ti me since before W orld W ar II. 
H e d iscovered Slavkov's only 
remaining Jew, Ruth M atiovska, 
74, and Ruth 's former school
teacher, a non-Jew dedicated to 
chronicling the town's history, 
including that of the Jews who 
}jved there before the war. 

Th rough extensive research 
and letter writing, Pike, Stracht, 
M atiovska and the former school
teacher discovered the fate of the 
Austerlitz Jews, which camps 
they di ed in or where they might 
have fled to. They also gained the 
interest of those related in some 
way to the town's previous Jewish 
residents, re-establish ing links 
that had been cut by Nazism and 
communism. The fruit of their 
efforts is "The Jews of A usterlitz ," 
a book in English and C zech. 

But that wasn't enough for 
Pike. Afte r his first visit to the 
town 1994, he raised funds for 
the placement of a memorial stone 
outside Slavkov'sJewish cemetery. 
"At first the town council was not 
interested in bringing up mat
ters from the past, but when they 
saw that perhaps remembering 
Slavkov's Jewish heri tage might 
attract more visitors, they began 
to change," he said . C hange 
was much needed, according 
to Stracht, who describes what 
he fo und in 1990: "To my sur
prise the old synagogue was in a 
neglected state and was used as 
a furnit u re store. There was not 
a single sig n in the town that 
referred to its Jewish citizens who 
had perished in the H olocaust, 
including my grandmother and 
two cousins." 

After the initial push from 
Pike and Stracht, the town awak
ened to its Jewish history. 

Children who didn't even 
know what the H olocaust was 
suddenly were given first-hand 
accounts in the classroom by 
M atiovska, H olocaust studies 
were introduced in h igh school, 
along with general lessons on tol
erance and the perils of racism. 

Meanwhile, the celebration 
also marked a turning point for 
Matiovska, now a member of the 
Nottingham congregation. 

"It's important for people 
today to know what happened in 
the past, about the H olocaust," 
M atiovska said, "but also about 
Jewish culture - and that is why 
having a Bat Mitz~~h in this 
town means so much . 
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:When Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
I 

attack (your wallet) 
,bbiJanet Marder 
an a custom that, in some 
<Unities, has been hijacked 
1e forces of materialism 
1 to its simple and dignified 
Jus origins? 

, friend of mine is a profes-
1 party planner in a large 
"I do maybe 75 bar or bat 
•ahs a year," she says. After 
ears in the business, she 

terpieces showing photos of the 
girl w ith shopping bags from 
expensive boutiques. "I've seen 
every theme except human sac
rifice," comments one rabbi. Says 
another, "What's wrong with the 
real theme of bar mitzvah: Jewish 
commitment?" 

The issue is not new in the 
Jewish community. In 1964, the 
Central Conference of American 

necessarily make for a vulgar 
affair," says Rabbi John Mos
cowitz of Holy Blossom Temple, 
Toronto, "and having a luncheon 
for 300 people is not the same 
as hiring a baseball player or an 
exotic dancer to perform." 

Rabbi Jeffrey Sal kin of Cen
tral Synagogue, Rockville Centre, 
NY comments, "It's not what you 
spend- it's what you give. A 

seen every- ..-------------------------i $25,000 bar m itz-
·. "Peo le are ,, , h d-· , h vah that includes a 
'' p It s not w at you spen It s w at you substantial dona-
jmg between . $ M " h h . I d 

and s200 give. A 25,000 Bar 1tzva t at inc u es a tion to a charitable 

,erson for the substantial donation to a charitable orga- organlilzationd J is 
· mora y an ew-

ptiofn- anlyO- nization is morally and Jewishly preferable ishly preferable to a ·e rom 
i0 thousand to a more modest affair where no tzeda- more modest affair 
,rs, though k h · · ,, where no tzedakah 

. a IS given. is given. fanuary I did 
for $90,000. - Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin . What, then, 

h of Central Synagogue, Rockv1lle Centre, NY are some of the :yone as a L ________ _.::. _____________ __, 

ne: Broadway, . . . ethical issues to 
'b 't h ' ( Rabbis passed a s1mdar resolu- consider~ A recent statement r space, arn mt zva a . cl b h . · 

,ecue hoedowm). t10n, an_ . ot ~tatements are i~ of the Toronto Board of Rabbis 

"We've had all kinds of enter
ment, from stagecoach rides 
fire eaters to candymakers 

> do caramel sculptures. W e 
e belly dancers, break dancers, 

celebrity lookalikes. "L et's 
: it, it's a production. I'm in 
simchah business." 

In the early 1990s the national 
:arm movements Board of 
1stees decided the "simchah 
:iness" had gone too far. In a 
olution written by Rabbi Her
·t Bronstein of North Shore 
,ng regation Israel, G lencoe, 
.nois, the board declared that, 
1e to excessive and inappropri
: celebration, bar/bat mitzvah 
s become an occasion for idola
' and the relentless commer-
11 colonization of our sacred 
ents." 

Adopted unanimously, the res-
1tion decries "excesses of wasteful 
nsumption ... glitzy theme events, 
phisticated entertainment...and 
:pensive party favors." It called on 
1e Reform congregations to pro
.ate bar/bat mitzvah celebrations 
1aracterized by "family cohe
on, authentic friendship, acts of 
:edakah and parties suitable for 
illdren." Committing its member 
1nagogues to publish a Reform 
uide to bar/bat mitzvah celebra
,ons, the resolution also encour
ges congregations to set their own 
:Uidelines. 

The resolution has struck a 
esponsive chord among rabbis, 
)articularly in large urban con-

t
regations, where the problem 
eems most acute. Rabbis of 
hese synagogues speak with 
,mbarrassment and anger about 
hrerblown celebrations that may 

:ost Sl00,000 or more, and each 
has a horror story to cite, such as 
he bat mitzvah with table ccn-

the trad1t10n o_f sumptuary_laws asserts that, while Jewish tradi
by which medieval rabbis tned to tion mandates joyful celebrations 
limit _the extent of communal eel- for weddings and bar mitzvahs, 
ebrations. it condemns "excesses of glut

The Reform attitude toward tony." M oreover, the "exorbitant 
bar/ bat mitzvah was addressed expenditure of funds ... encour
by the CCAR Responsa Com- ages [those] who cannot afford 
mittee in 1979. Ir stated, in part: it to try to emulate their...neigh
"Every effort should be exerted to hors, with disaster the inevitable 
maintain the family festivities in result." Though such cases are 
the religious mood at the bar/bat clearly the exception rather than 
mitzvah. Some of the efforts of the rule, rabbis around the coun
early Reform in favor of confir- try confirm that they occur. "I've 
mation against bar mitzvah were had congregants in my office lit
prompted by the extravagant eel- erally crying because they' cl taken 
ebration of bar mitzvah, which out a second mortgage in order to 
had removed its primary reli- afford a big bar mitzvah bash," 
gious significance. We vigorously says one. "They say, 'Of course, 
oppose such excesses, as they rabbi, th is is not what we wanted, 
destroy the meaning of bar/bar but we can't embarrass our child 
mitzvah ." in front of his friends."' 

Rabbi Lawrence Kushner I n addition to the financial 
of Congregation Beth E l, Sud- strain caused by "keeping up 
bury, Mass. sees powerful forces w ith the Kohnses," some Jewish 
at work in these opulent celebra- leaders worry that ch ildren are 
tions. "Nowadays people in our psychologically harmed by the 
culture marry and have children intense social pressures they face. 
later than they used to. So when "Kids live in dread of having a 
their kids reach bar/bat mitzvah party that's boring," says Rabbi 
age the grandparents are older, Elizabeth Singer of Westchester 
closer to death. Thus, all the cir- Reform Temple, Scarsdale, NY. 
cumstances that once prevailed at a bar/bat mitzvah every week." 
weddings now prevail at bar/bat One child echoed this concern: "I 
mitzvah time. The desire for a knew I couldn't give a party like 
major celebration is very strong everyone else; we couldn't afford 
and deeply rooted. We can't stop it. I was afraid people would make 
people from feeling this way; we fun of my party and say it was a 
just have to find a way to channel bomb. You know how kids are." 
the feelings constructively." Many children expect a big 

Some Jews wonder what the celebration party. Says one boy, 
fuss is all about. Says one parent, "After you do the ceremony 
"They can pass any res~lutions R abbi Janet Marder, graduated 
th~y want. Th~ truth IS that from the University ef California 
he s our only child and the only at Santa Cruz and was ordained 
grandchild in the family, a,,nd we in 1979 by the Hebrew Union Co/
wanted to have a big party. /ege-Jewish Institute ef Religion in 

Others reply that the issue is New York. She is the senior rabbi ef 
not justthe cost of the celebration. Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos 
"Spending a lot of money doesn't lfills, California. 
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LET OUR CHEFS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
AT YOUR PLACE OR OURS. 
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50 Ma!n Street. East Grtt11wkh, RI 

885-2200 

P1NnL1'S AT N1GHT C,ut 
701 Quaker l...u1e,WcstWarwlck.RI 

821-8828 

P1NELLl'S CUCINA 

900Vktory Highway, NOl"th Smithfield. RI 
767-2-H4 

P1Nn.u's CVCINA Tw,sT 
2095 Kingstown Road. S KlngstoWn, RI 

78'MJOO 

TWIST RESTAURANT 

JJ6 &td H,H Road.Warwick. RI 
734~0 

TwlST ON ANGELL 

SOOAngellStreet.Provid~ce, RI 
811--4500 

POST OFFICE C,ut 
I I MJln Strfft. Ent Grttnwidl. RI 

885--4-4+1 

PINELl..111 N ORTH END CA.Ft 

IOS8CharlcsStrut,NorthProvklence.RI 
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When Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
attack (your wallet) 

By RabbiJanet Marder terpieces showing photos of the necessarily make for a vulgar 
Can a custom that, in some girl with shopping bags from affair," says Rabbi John Mos

communities, has been hijacked expensive boutiques. "I've seen cowitz of Holy Blossom Temple, 
by the forces of materialism every theme except human sac- Toronto, "and having a luncheon 
return to its simple and dignified rifice," comments one rabbi. Says for 300 people is not the same 
religious origins? another, "What's wrong with the as hiring a baseball player or an 

A friend of mine is a prof es- real theme of bar mitzvah: Jewish exotic dancer to perform." 
sional party planner in a large comm itment?" Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin of Cen
city. "I do maybe 75 bar or bat The issue is not new in the tral Synagogue, Rockville Centre, 
mitzvahs a year," she says. After Jewish community. In 1964, the NY comments, "Ir's not what you 
13 years in the business, she Centra l Conference of American spend- it's what you give . A 
has seen every- ~-----------------------~ S25,000 bar mitz
thing. "People are "It' h d · , h vah that includes a s not w at you spen -1t s w at you 
spending between substantial dona-
$100 and $200 give. A $25,000 Bar Mitzvah that includes a tion to a charitable 

per person for the substantial donat ion to a charitable orga- organization is 
receptio n-any- morally and Jew
where from 10 nization is morally and Jewishly preferable ishly preferable to a 

to 50 thousand to a more modest affair where no tzeda- more modest affa ir 
dollars, though k h · · ,. where no tzedakah a 1s given. 
last January I did is given." 
one fo r $90,000. - Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin What, then, 
Everyone has a ~----o_f_C_e_n_t_r_a_l _S_y_n_a_g_o_g_u_e_,_R_o_c_k_v_i_ll_e_c_e_n_t_r_e_, _N_Y_~ are some of the 
theme: Broadway, ethical issues to 
outer space, 'barn mitzvah ' (a Rabbis passed a similar resolu- consider? A recent statement 
barbecue hoedowm). tion, ancl both statements are in of the Toronto Board of Rabbis 

"W e've had all kinds of enter- the tracl ition of"sumptuary laws" asserts that, whi le Jewish tradi-
by which medieval rabbis tried to · cl · ful 1 b · tainment, from stagecoach rides t10n man ates JOY ce e rations 
limit the extent of communal eel-and fire eaters to candymakers for weddings and bar mitzvahs, 
ebrations. who do caramel sculptures. W e it condemns "excesses of glut-

have belly dancers, break dancers, The Reform attitude toward tony." M oreover, the "exorbitant 
and celebrity lookalikes. "Let's bar/bat mitzvah was addressed expenditure of funds ... encour
face it, it's a production. I'm in by the CCAR Responsa Com- ages [those] who cannot afford 
the simchah business." mittee in 1979. Ir stated, in part: it to try to emulate their. .. neigh

"Every effort should be exerted to bors, with disaster the inevitable 
maintain the family festivities in result." Though such cases are 
the religious mood at the bar/bat clearly the exception rather than 
mitzvah. Some of the efforts of the rule, rabbis around the coun
early Reform in favor of confir- try confirm that they occur. "I've 
mation against bar mitzvah were had congregants in my office lit
prompted by the extravagant eel- erally crying because they' cl taken 
ebration of bar mitzvah, which out a second mortgage in order to 
had removed its primary reli- afford a big bar mitzvah bash," 
gious significance. We vigorously says one. "They say, 'Of course, 
oppose such excesses, as they rabbi, th is is not what we wanted, 
destroy the meaning of bar/bar but we can't embarrass our child 

In the early 1990s the national 
Reform movements Board of 
Trustees decided the "simchah 
business" had gone too far. In a 
resolution written by Rabbi H er
bert Bronstein of North Shore 
Congregation Israel, G lencoe, 
Illinois, the board declared that, 
"due to excessive and inappropri
ate celebration, bar/bat mitzvah 
has become an occasion for idola
try and the relentless commer
cial colonization of our sacred 
events." 

Adopted unanimously, the res
olution decries "excesses of wasteful 
consumption ... glitzy theme events, 
sophisticated entertainment...and 
expensive party favors." It called on 
the Reform congregations to pro
mote bar/bat mitzvah celebrations 
characterized by "family cohe
sion, authentic friendship, acts of 
tzedakah and parties suitable for 
children." Committing its member 
synagogues to publish a Reform 
gu ide to bar/bat mitzvah celebra
tions, the resolution also encour
ages congregations to set their own 
gu idelines. 

The resolution has struck a 
respo"nsive chord among rabbi s, 
particularly in large urban con
gregations, where the problem 
seems most acute. Rabbis of 
these synagogues speak with 
embarrassment and anger about 
overblown celebrations that may 
cost $100,000 or more, and each 
has a horror story to cite, such as 
the bat mitzvah with table cen-

mitzvah." in front of his friends."' 
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 

of Congregation Beth El, Sud
bury, Mass. sees powerful forces 
at work in these opulent celebra
tions. "Nowadays people in our 
culture marry and have children 
later than they used to. So when 
their kids reach bar/bat mitzvah 
age the grandparents are older, 
closer to death . Thus, all the cir
cumstances that once prevai led at 
weddings now prevail at bar/ bat 
mitzvah time. The desire for a 
major celebration is very strong 
and deeply rooted. We can't stop 
people from feeling this way; we 
just have to find a way to channel 
the feelings constructively." 

Some Jews wonder what the 
fuss is all about. Says one parent, 
"They can pass any resolutions 
they want. The truth is that 
he's our only child and the only 
g randchild in the family, and we 
wanted to have a big parry." 

Others reply that the issue is 
not just the cost of the celebration. 
"Spending a lot of money doesn't 

In addition to the financial 
strain caused by "keeping up 
with the Kohnses," some Jewish 
leaders worry that children are 
psychologically harmed by the 
intense social pressures they face. 
"Kids live in d read of having a 
pa rty that's boring," says Rabbi 
E lizabeth Singer of Westchester 
Reform Temple, Scarsdale, NY. 
a bar/bat mitzvah every week." 
One child echoed this concern: "I 
knew I couldn't give a party like 
everyone else; we couldn't afford 
it . I was afraid people would make 
fun of my parry and say it was a 
bomb. You know how kids are." 

Many chi ldren expect a big 
celebration party. Says one boy, 
"After you do the ceremony 

Rabbi Janet Marder, graduated 
from the University of California 
at Santa Cruz and was ordained 
in 1979 by the H ebrew Union Col
lege-Jewish Institute of R eligion in 
New York. She is the senior rabbi of 
Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos 
Hills, Califamia. 
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Bar mitzvah guide 
for non-Jewish guests 

By Ted Roberts 
The following text may be 

used by any who wish in a Bar/ 
Bat Mitzvah booklet g iven out at 
the ceremony. 

Introduction 
The ceremony that we are 

celebrating today marks the pas
sage of a Jew from chi ldhood into 
adulthood. From this day on he/ 
she is ethically, morally respon
sible for his/her behavior; liter
ally a Bar/Bat (Son or D aughter) 
Mitzvah (Commandment), a 
son or daughter of the Com
mandments. And contrary to 
the common wisdom, our Bible 
is jammed with 603 command
ments in addition to the familiar 
10. The youth undertakes a heavy 
obligation. 

W e realize that some of our 
friends may never have attended 
a Bar/ Bat Mitzvah. Therefore, we 
offer this guide to the morning's 
activities. 

All ancient cultures used 

some sort of maturity rite to 
assess the worthiness of the male 
adolescent for membership in the 
adult community. In Judaism, 
this test is spiritual and intellec
tual, and today, for young women 
as well as young men. H ope
fu lly, our brief explanation of this 
child's test will allow you to enjoy 
the service as well as the recep
tion that follows. 

The Bar/ Bat M itzvah cere
mony and the subsequent celebra
tion is not a commandment, only 
a custom. It developed slowly, 
like the pick.ling of cucumbers. 

Nothing the Bar/Bat Mitz
vah student has accomplished 
so fa r in 13 years of life has 
demanded the hard work and 
dedication this task has required. 
It's stressfu l; it's heavy neural 
traffic for a young man. Like they 
say, timing is everything and 
unfortunately Bar Mitzvah t ime 
is adolescent time in the human 
life cycle. 

Get an additional 
copy of 
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Barrington: 
Bagels, etc. 
Barrington Books 
Prince's Hill Deli 

Cranston: 
Borders 
Cranston Publ ic Library 
De Fusco's Ba kery & De li 
Galaxy Reservo ir Ave. 
Phred's Pharmacy 
Rainbow Bake ry 
Temple Torat Yisrael Me alsite 

East Greenwich: 
Blosso ms 
Felicia's Coffee (5757 Post Rd.) 

Kingstown: 
Daves 
Learning Experience 
URI Hillel - Stude nt Union 
Newport: 
Inn on Bellevue 
To uro Syna g o gue 
Pawtucket: 
Ba rne y's 
Garden Grille 
Greg's 
Modern Diner 
Quality Rental 
Russian Ma rket 
World Furniture Out le t 
Ya rn Outlet 

Providence: 
Alpe rin Schechter Da y 
School 
Books On the Square 

Providence Cont.: 
Brooklyn Coffee & Tea 
Brown Hillel 
Butcher Shoppe 
Coffee Exchange 
Clark the Florist 
De Fusco's Bakery & Deli 
East Side Marketplace 
East Side Prescription 
Epoch on the Eastside 
Epoch - Blackstone Blvd. 
Farmstead (former Cheese Shop} 
Go urmet Deli on the Square 
Highland Court 
Jewish Family Service 

(United Way building) 
Judaic Tra ditions 
La ure l mead 
Miriam Hospita l 
Providence He brew Day School 
Rocha mbeau Library 
Swan Liquor 
Tockwotto n Home 
Villiage Health 

Seekonk 
Seekonk Liquors 

Wakefield: 
Wakef ield Prescription 

Warwick: 
Barne 's & Noble 
Coffee Grinde r 
De Fusco's Bakery & Deli 
Food Chalet Post Rd. 
Shalom Apartments 1 & 2 
Ta marisk 
Wa rwick Public Library 

West Warwick: 
Ga laxy II 

Wickford: 
J. W. Graham 
W ickford Flow e rs 

The service 
The Bar Mitzvah ceremony, 

the rites of maturity for a Jewish 
child, usually takes place within 
the setting of the normal Sat
urday morning Shabbat service. 
These services consist of tradi
tional prayers that go back many 
centuries. 

The highlights of the Satur
day ceremony- the highl ight of 
every service where the Torah, the 
Law, is read - is the removal of 
the sacred scroll from its draped 
alcove - the Ark or A rk of Cov
enant as it's called in the Bible. 
The Torah is carried by the rabbi 
or a congregation member around 
the aisles of the synagogue as the 
worshipers sing a joyful song of 
praise and thanksgiving. Congre
gants crowd around "The Law" 
to kiss it, to touch it with their 
prayer shawl or their prayer book. 
This exuberant procession is also 
a sign that the Bar/Bat Mitz
vah, who has thus far been in the 
wings, is ready for the spotlight. 

After the appropriate bless
ings our honoree will read directly 
from the Torah. Not a simple task 
even to a student of Hebrew -
because the ancient lettering has 
no vowels. ('t 'nt 'sy - that's the 
E nglish for "it ain't easy" - but 
without vowels.) Furthermore, it 
must be sung to a time-honored 
tune. 

The Bar/ Bat Mitzvah cel
ebrant follows the H aftarah per
formance with another tuneful 
blessing. The challenge of the 
day, you see, is musical as well as 
scholarly. 

Then fi nally, after decipher
ing and reciting passages from a 
3,500 year old language, the can
didate must present an exegesis on 
the Torah and H aftarah. Congre
gants bombard the Bar/ Bat Mitz
vah with candy, which younger 
members of the synagogue and a 
few adult candyheads retrieve. 

W hen the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
child finishes his or her speech, 
the normal services are resumed. 

Note: 
M oses, Ruth, and King Solo

mon; as well as Elijah and his 
prophetic brethren prospered and 
preached without cell phones, 
cameras, and camcorders. On 
this holy Sabbath we'll t ry to do 
the same. D erek's performance 
shall vividly live in our memory. 

Ted R oberts, a R ockower 
Award winner, is a syndicated 
Jewish columnist. A spoonful of 
humor helps the learning go down, 
he says. When he's not writing, he 
worships at Etz Chayim Synagogue 
in Huntsville, Alabama, where for 
25 years he has served as Bar I Bat 
M itzvah teacher. 
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The Pocket Idiot's Guide to 

Choosing a Caterer by Phyllis Cam
bria and Patty Sachs, published by 
Penguin Publishing; softcover, 214 
pages; $9.95. 

While the authors are quick 
to point out you are certainly 
no idiot, they also point out you 
should not let the experience of 
planning a party leave a bad taste 
in your mouth! This book gives 
you a foolproof recipe for suc
cess. All types of parties are dis
cussed. 

Your best advantage is to 
attend other parties and speak to 
the hosts afterward. D id all go as 
they planned? Were they com
pletely happy with their caterer? 
How did you find the caterer on 
that event? Were you impressed? 
Your synagogue will also be able 
to advise you about a number of 
caterers. 

Questions to ask perspec
tive caterers include: 

l. How long have you been 
in business? What is your spe
cialty? Can you accommodate 
menu adjustments for special 
dietary requirements, themed 

menus, or family recipes? What 
types of food and beverages can 
you provide on my budget? 

2. Do you cook from 
scratch or do you prepare else
where and bring it in? Do you 
use fresh or frozen food? How is 
the food transported? How soon 
before the event will the food be 
delivered? 

3. What is the minimum 
amount of guests you will work 
with and when do I have to give 
you a final head count? 

4. May I have contact 
information for your last six cli
ents and also customers who had 
a similar event to mine in the last 
year? 

Included in this guide are: 
• Expert tips on negotiating a 

good deal for your catered event. 
• Tasteful advice on planning 

a menu your guests will love. 
• Helpful tips on how to get 

your money's worth. 
• Learn about guarantees, 

refunds, and gratuities. 
• Straightforward advice 

on everything from checking 

When disco was the rage 
Bar Mitzvah Disco, The Music May Have Stopped But the Par

ty's Never Over, by Roger Bennett, Nick Kroll and Jules Shell, Crown 
Publishing, Nov. 2005. 

ByMaryKorr 
Just published this week, Bar 

Mitzvah Disco is a collection of 
essays and photos assembled 
by three 30-something friends, 
who began talking about their 
own Bar and Bat Mitzvahs one 
boring, rainy afternoon in New 
York City. 

An article in the New York 
Times last month about the book, 
which what started as a website, 
was headlined, "My big fat 80's 
Bar Mitzvah," and came to the 
attention of Alyssa Nordhauser 
of Providence, a member of the Jewish Voice & Herald editorial staff, 
who found the article hilarious. She became a Bat Mitzvah during 
this time. 

Roger Bennett, 27, Nick Kroll, 35, and Jules Shell, 28, take you 
back in time to an era was disco was king, polyester suits were in, and 
Lionel Ritchie, Madonna and Michael Jackson were at the top of the 
parade of tunes played on the dance floor. Think Day-Glo necklaces, 
rhinestone scrunchies and big shades. 

Bennett's theme was punk disco - he died his hair blue and 
wore enormous designer shades. The 300 photos in the book show 
Disney and movie themes, such as "Raiders of the Lost Ark," were 
popular. One suburban girl from Denver stands next to an elephant 
her parents borrowed from the zoo to complement her safari theme. 

In the Times article, Bennett said: "Saying this book is about Bar 
Mitzvahs is like saying Animal House is about horses and cows. This 
is sociologica l history." 

When they are not reminiscing, Bennett and Shell are currently 
resu rrecting a family business, www.adlerpants.com. Bennett also 
works in a non-profit charitable organization and Shell is an indepen
dent filmmaker. Kroll is a contributing writer to Comedy Central's 
Chappelle's Show and makes frequent appearances on VHl, MTV 
and Bravo. 

For a look at photos in the collection, log on to their website at 
barmitzvahdisco.com 

references to signing the cater
ing contract, handling legal and 
insurance issues. 

You'll read that success starts 
with the right ingredients, and 
all about food and drinks . 

Included in the facts: there 
are two times you will want to see 
your proposed caterer in action. 
One is just before an event. The 
other is when the party is in 
progress. You will want to meet 
every key person, do a thorough 
kitchen inspection for hygiene 

and potential safety issues, and 
attend a pre-event wait-staff 
meeting to evaluate your catering 
manager's performance. Dressed 
properly, in order to appraise 
their performance, you will also 
want to stop in to an event where 
the group is working. 

You'll learn about party 
themes, adding your personal 
touches, and equipment sugges
tions. In selecting the perfect 
menu, you will want to give your 
guests' needs to the caterer. Does 

your caterer do kosher cook
ing? Can he/she supply vegetar
ian meals to the few who need 
them? 

Evaluating proposals and 
discussing costs and contracts are 
an important part of your affair, 
and this book will help you every 
step of the way. An important 
addition to the rest of your plans, 
it is available in your local book
store, or online at www.idiots
guides.com. 

- By Joan G Friedman 
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SHOWERS 

SEMINARS 

FUND RAISERS 

WILL SUIT YOUR DESIRE FOR ANY 

MOOD FROM CASUAL TO BLACK TIE. 

THE RESTAURANT LAYOUT ENABLES 

YOU TO HOST AN EVENT FOR 2 5 TO 

3 50 AND STILL FEEL COMFORTABLY 

ACCOMMODATED. 

SIXTY DORRANCE STREET - PROVIDENCE 

RHODE ISLAND 0'.2903 
IN THI OLD UNION TRu,r AT THL CoRNLR o, DoRRANn & W,,rM1Nm R 

401 -621-5700 FAX 40 I -'.273-8963 

PARKING AVAILABLE 
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By Marylyn Graff 
tuie& Pie&s 

W e Jews are not known as the "People 
of the Book" for nothing. In preparation 
for an upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah we 
can consult a variety of literary efforts on 
every phase of the celebration, from the 
spiritual aspects to the party. 

Here are a few recommendations of 
new and tried-and-true books: 

Doing Mitzvot- Mitzvah projects 
for Bar/ Bat Mitzvah, by Rabbis Ronald 
H . Isaacs and Kerry M . Olitsky is a light
hearted manual and workbook about the 
history and meaning of mitzvot along with 
suggestions. It lists eight specific mitzvot 
ideas ranging from studying the weekly 
Torah portion to starting an ecology proj
ect. KTAV publishing. 

Putting God on the Guest List, 
How to Reclaim the Spiritual Meaning of 
Your Child's Bar or Bat Mitzvah, by Rabbi 
Jeffrey K. Salkin. A guide to the spiritual 
celebration and connection to the ancient 
tradition at a time when social pressures 
may be surrounding the event. Asks and 
answers questions to make fami lies under
stand and experience Bar or Bat Mitz
vah more fully. Hardcover or paperback. 
Jewish Lights Publishing. 

1he Bar / Bat M itzvah M emory 
Book: An Album for Treasuring the Spiri
tual Celebration, by Jeffrey K. Salkin and 
Nina Salkin. This is a guided album to 
help preserve important moments and 
memories of the occasion. Jewish Lights 
Publishing. 

]girls' Guide: 1he Young Jewish 
Woman's Handbook for coming of Age, 
by Penina Adelman, Ali Feldman and 
Shulamit Reinharz. Practical advice for 
adolescent girls using Judaism as a guide 
th rough everyday experiences and prob
lems. 

My Bar Mitzvah, by Richard 
Rosenblum. A story written for younger 
readers describing an old style Hamish 

Mitzvah Projects for Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
_________,_ ---------

Robbi Ronald H. l600C6i\ 
and 

Rabbi K,,rry M. 0/ltzky 
- ~ irl's 

Guide 
Bar Mitzvah. William M orrow & Co. 

Coming of Age as a Jew - Bar
/Bat Mitzvah, by Shoshana Glatzer. A 
teacher's guide to preparing youngsters for 
b'nei mitzvot. Discusses basic Judaism, 
mitzvot, symbols, and Torah portions; 
everything the candidate should know. 

Pink Slippers, Bat Mitzvah Blues, 
by Ferida Wolff A novel about a post- Bat 
Mitzvah girl who lives to dance but is torn 
by other interests. A 
pleasant story that 
would make a nice gift 
for a young teenager, 
especially one who 
loves dance. The Jewish 
Publication Society. 

-l'Pnina .\dPlman, .\Ii fi'eldman 
and Shulamil lleinhaf'Z 

1he Bar Mitzvah Mother's Manual, 
by Alice Keidan Lanckton. This was writ
ten in 1986 when most Bar and Bat Mitz
vahs were a little less elaborate, but there 
is some good history and sensible advice. 
Worth looking at for the planner. Hippo
crene Books. 

Bat Mitzvah, A Jewish Girl's 
Coming of Age, by Barbara Diamond 
Goldin. This book begins with the infor-

mation that the first Bat Mitzvah in North 
America was Judith Kaplan, daughter 
of Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, founder of 
ReconstructionistJudaism. The very read
able book goes into the history of women 
in Judaism and the personal experiences of 
real people. Viking Press. 

Marylyn Graff is a copy editor at the 
Jewish Voice & Herald. 
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Whether it's a festive Family celebration or an intimate cocktail reception, 

We Offer: 
call us at the Courtyard in Providence 

A seasoned sales & catering staff ready to make your event personalized 
and memorable. 

Creative cuisine reasonably priced for groups up to 125 persons. 

Downtown Providence 
www.courtyard.com/pvddt 

401-272- 1191 

A central, downtown location for overnight guests to stroll out our front door 
and enjoy all Providence has to offer. 
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