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Memorial Wall Honors 
Jewish War Vets 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor About three years ago, Irving 

Levin had a dream - to 
"build a permanent, lasting 
monument to our Jewish 

veterans" from the state of 
Rhode Island. Although at the 
time a monument already ex
isted, it was made only of plas
tic and aluminum and was be
ginning to show significant 
wear and tear. It was also in
complete - it contained only 
about 1,800 departed veterans' 
names, and hundreds of names 
were missing. 

Honor to a crowd of more than 
350. Veterans from numerous 
wars joined local politicians, 
family and friends for this spe
cial event. Many veterans and 
organizations sponsored me
morial bricks and blocks, which 
were set into the walkway that 
led up to the glossy granite wall. 
The wall contains 2,051 names 
of departed war veterans. 

Levin presided triumphantly 
over the ceremony prior to the 
wall's unveiling. "I can' t really 
describe the effort this commit
tee put in," said Levin, remark
ing that the planning commit
tee met between once and three 
times a week for the three years 
it took to complete the wall. 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

50f PER COPY 

All that changed on Nov. 18 
at Lincoln Park Cemetery in 
Warwick, when the Jewish War 
Veterans unveiled their mag
nificent Memorial Wall of 

The wall's completion was 
(Continued on Page 16) A YOUNG BOY traces a name off of the Memorial Wall of Honor at Lincoln Park Cemetery on 
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IRVING LEVIN, left, stands with the wall's architect, Norton 
Salk. 

'Conference Without 
Walls' is Coming to R.I. 

Mitzvah Heroes and Workshops Nov. 30, Dec. 1, 2, 3 
by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

The buzz about "mitzvah he
roes," "Danny Siegel" and "Ziv" 
has been spreading for some 
time now, and next week, the 
Bureau of Jewish Education of 
Rhode Island will be presenting 
its "Conference Without Walls" 
and bring forth something new 
and exciting for the Jewish com
munity in Rhode Island. This 
program is the first of its kind 
and Providence was chosen to 
be the pilot city for this program 
by Siegel's Ziv Tzedakah Fund. 

The program is chaired by 
Susan and David Resnick and is 
designed to take the Jewish act 
of doing a mitzvah and show 
how it can act as the stimulus for 
community-wide change. It will 
bring people into contact with 
" mitzvah heroes," ordinary 

people who have done extraor
dinary things. These individu
als will show the public how 
they can engage in amazing acts 
of tikkun olam (fixing the 
world) by themselves, and work 
to create a more "mitzvah-ori
ented community." 

The three-part program be
gins with a pre-confe rence 
Shabbat on Nov. 30 that is de
signed to bring people into the 
right frame of mind for the con
ference. At 7:30 p.m. Temple 
Torat Yisrael in Cranston will be 
hosting "The Shoe Woman from 
Denver" Ranya Kelly, who cre
ated a program that transports 
discarded, unused shoes from 
manufacturers to th ose who 
need them; at 8 p.m. Temple 
Habonim in Barrington will 
have Jay Feinberg, leukemia 

(Continued on Page 4) 

'Davening and Prayer - The 
Personal Connection' at PHDS 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

Prayer can often seem like 
just rote rehearsal - the same 
prayers, the same siddur 
(prayerbook), the same stand
ing, bowing, and everything 
else. Rabbi Asher Wade, who 
spoke at the Providence He
brew Day School on Nov. 13, 
tried to counter this apparent 
repetition in a discussion about 
the greater meaning of prayer, 
as well as methods to make us 
more spiritually involved. His 
speech was entitled, "Davening 
and Prayer -the Personal Con
nection" and more than 100 
people ga thered to hear him 
speak . 

. As a speaker Wade is fre
quently in demand and he lec
tures throughout the United 
States and Europe. Born in Vir
ginia, Wade was originally an 
ordained Methodist minister, 
officiated in a Protestant con
gregation for many years, and 
eventually converted to Ortho
dox Judaism in Germany. He 
earned degrees in philosophy, 
religious studies and language 
studies in universities in the 
United States and in Europe. 
Wade was brought into Provi
dence through the independent 
efforts of Norman Rosenfield 
and Anshul Strauss. 

"We have a history of turn
ing to G-d at least three times a 
day, but do we understand it?" 
asked Wade. Wade gave a his
torical background for the sig
nificance of davening (praying) 
by describing the feelings of 
panic and trauma that the Jews 

experienced upon the destruc
tion of the second Temple. 

"They were afraid that this 
was going to be the final cut to 
separate us from [G-d] and that 
things were going to be lost for
ever." This was not the case, 
Wade said, and in place of the 
sacrifices and holy rituals that 
were done in conjunction with 
the Temple we now have the 
daily prayer services of Shaharit 
and Minhah. 

The Torah tells us, Wade said, 
that when we daven we should 
think of ourselves as "being in 
the audience of a king." But this 
can be a problematic compari
son, he said, since today 

"people can't identify with the 
concept of a king." He said ex
amples like the King and Queen 
of England fail to inspire us 
with awe and reverence. 

To bridge this gap, Wade 
gave a modem-day comparison 
to the fear and trembling that 
people have historically felt in 
the face of royalty - being 
brought in before a traffic court 
judge. When you are called into 
traffic court, Wade said, "you 
don' t walk in late, you don' t 
talk, you are dressed properly ... 
When you are called, you march 
confidently [and] you measure 
your words." 

(Continued on Page 8) 

RABBI ASHER WADE spoke to a large audience at the Provi
dence Hebrew Day School about the greater meaning of prayer. 

Herald photo by Jon Rubin 
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Calendar: November 23 through November 29 
24 Fishel Bresler's Klezmer-Hassidic Ensemble will appear at 8 p.m. at the Stone Soup Coffee 

House at Slater Mill, 67 Roosevelt Ave., Pawtucket. Admission will be $8. Call 273-9814 or 
visit <www.soup.org / users / stonsoup> for more information. 
Favorite local author Jon Land will appear at Barnes and Noble, 1441 Bald Hill Road, 
Warwick, to sign copies of his books Walk in the Darkness and Keepers of the Gate at 1 p.m. Call 
828-7900 for more information. 

25 Author Mark Binder will appear at Rhoda's Judaica, 775 Hope St., Providence, to sign cop
ies of his audiobook, The Brothers Schlemial: From Birth to Bar Mitzvah. For more information, 
call Rhoda Fischman at 454-4775. 

"The Golden Dreydl: A Klezmer Nutcracker," will be performed at AS220 by Ellen Kushner 
and the Shirirn Klezmer Orchestra. A Chanukah-inspired fantasy adventure tale for the whole 
family, with klezmer adaptation of Tchaikovsky's "Nutcracker Suite." Tickets are $7 for adults, 
$3 for kids. For performance times and more information, call 831-9327. 
Bridal Spectacular 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., a spectacular bridal show at the new Crowne Plaza 
grand ballroom. Located at Crowne Plaza, 801 Greenwich Ave., Warwick, call 941-4400 for 
more information. 

27 Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft Ave., Providence, will be presenting the Israeli film "Kadosh" at 
7:30 p.m. There will also be a discussion of the film moderated by Lev Paplow. Interested 
parties can register at the door. For more information, call 331-1616. 

Dr. Harry Feld, chiropractic physician, will offer a free seminar entitled "Alternative Ap
proaches to Preventing and Handling Arthritic Pain" from 1 :30 to 2:30 p.m. and on Wednes
day from 7 to 8 p.m. Call 722-7421 for more information. 

28 Touro Fraternal Association invites its members and their families to the Providence Per
forming Arts Center, 220 Weybosset St., Providence, to see the Broadway version of "Satur
day Night Fever" at 7:30 p.m. 
Jyl Lynn Felman will discuss her new book, Never a Dull Moment: Teaching and the Art of 
Performance, on Nov. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 126 High St., Bos
ton. Admission is $5. For more information, call the Boston Jewish Book Fair at (617) 558-
6448. 

29 Perspectives will meet at 7 p.m. at 106 Angell St., Providence, to discuss the last parasha of 
the month, Vayishlach. For more information, call Jamie at 863-9357. 
The Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theater presents "Aladdin," a holiday event for the whole 
family. Performances are Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. 
until Dec. 23. Call 831-2919 for more information. 
Anita Diamant, author of the best-selling book The Red Tent will speak about her new novel, 
Good Harbor on Nov. 29 at 7 :30 p.m. at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center, $5 
admission. For more information, call the Boston Jewish Book Fair at (617) 558-6448. 
URI Concert Band and Jazz Ensembles will perform at 7:30 p.m. Conducted by Gary But
tery and Joseph Parillo, University of Rhode Island Recital Hall, 105 Upper College Roa,d, 
Kingston, call 874-02431 or visit <www.uri.edu/ artsci / mus> for more information. 
Festival of Lights - The charm of this historic colonial village comes alive as thousands of 
beautiful white lights transform it into a winter wonderland. Window decorating contest, 
hayrides, music and entertainment will be a part of the festivities. Wickford Village, Rte. lA, 
North Kingstown, call 295-5566. 

Melvin Zurier to Speak at Aldrich House 
The Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association is pleased to join with the Rhode Island Histori

cal Society to sponsor a joint lecture on Dec. 2 by our distinguished member Melvin Zurier as part of 
the Rhode Island Historical Society's lecture series "Crime and Punishment." 

The topic of Mel's talk is "Supreme Court Trials of Jewish Rhode Islanders." The lecture will take 
place at Aldrich House, at 110 Benevolent St., Providence at 2 p.m. The lecture is free and open to the 
public. 

JFRI, Project Shoresh Present 
'Afghanistan and the War on Terrorists' 

The Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and Project Shoresh present " Afghanistan and the War on 
Terrorists," a lecture with Dr. Elie Krakowski, senior fellow of the U.S. Foreign Policy Council in 
Washington, former high Pentagon official and internationally recognized authority on terrorism 
and Afghanistan. 

Krakowski has written extensively on Afghanistan. He is a frequent guest on national radio and 
television programs. He has been interviewed by and quoted in the New York Times Magazine, the 
Washington Post, Time, and Newsweek. Krakowski also appeared on Fox News Network's nationally 
televised program, "The War On Terror," on Nov. 11 . 

' 

The event will take place Nov. 29, at 7 p.m. in the Federation board room at 130 Sessions Street, 
Providence. Please RSVP to reserve a seat at 454-7434. 
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OPINION 
Questioning Halachah Amid the Quiet, 

Time to Speak by Velvel "Wally" Spiegler 
At a Rua ch retreat in the 

Catskills quite a few years ago, 
I arrived to find the check-in 
process in utter chaos. "Which 
cabin was I assigned," I asked 
impatiently. "Grab whatever is 
left," I was told. I ran frantically 
from one cabin to the next to 
find them all occupied. Worn 
out from the day's journey, I 
settled for the dorm. That night, 
after services and after dinner, 
I made my way back to the 
dorm to find that no one re
membered to shut the lights 
before Shabbat and no one 
dared to tum them off in fear 
of desecrating Shabbat. That sti
fling July night eight of us slept 
under the glare of bare electric 
light bulbs. 

Now, I ask you, "Did that 
make sense?" I think Jews have 
been asking themselves such 
questions ever since our grand
parents arrived at Ellis Island 
and experienced this land of 
multi-cultural differences. 

The first question that comes 
to mind is: Are we actually obli
gated to perform the rnitzvot of 
the Torah or are they a product 
of an ancient Middle East civili
zation, one which knew nothing 
of its surrounding world? In or
d e r to answer that question 
properly, we have to consider 
what the book of Deuteronomy 
has to say about the observance 
of mitzvot. This chapter ex
plains . that these command
ments are to be performed after 
the Israelites enter the land of 
Canaan, the Promised Land . 
This brings up the problem of 
whether the Children of Israel 
actually ever crossed the Jordan 
River into Canaan. Examining 
the text carefully, we find at the 
end of Deuteronomy that they 
still have not crossed over, but 
then the readings end abruptly 
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and immediately revert to the 
beginning once more to Genesis 
1. 

Are there any links between 
Deuteronomy and rest of the 
Bible? I don't think so. Docu
mented histor_ical time begins 
with Joshua in Jericho, but the 
previous five books of Moses 
are another story. The Torah 
tells of primeval time, certainly 
before the ad vent of the written 
word and before time was cal
culated. The Torah may date 

The Torah may date 
back to the dawn of 

mankind; it is written 
like an ancient mytho-
logical saga between 

G-d and hero (Moses), 
and the end leads the 
reader back to the be
ginning as a metaphor 
of the cycle of time and 

the cycle of the soul. 

back to the dawn of mankind; 
it is written like an ancient 
mythological saga between G
d and hero (Moses), and the end 
leads the reader back to the be
ginning as a metaphor of the 
cycle of time and the cycle of the 
soul . 

No evidence exists to sup
port whether the people actu
ally crossed over. We also have 
to ask ourselves what the land 
of Canaan actually represents. 
ls it a geographical location, as 
the surface reading of the Torah 
text would lead us to believe, or 
is it a spiri tual landscape that 
lies buried deep in our subcon
scious? From a spiritual stand
point, it appears that the cross-

Candlelighting 
November 23, 2001 

4:02 p.m. 

NOTICE: The opinions presented on 
this page do not necessarily represen( 
the opinions of this establishment. 
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for the Kashru(h of any advertiser's 
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ing over represen ts an entrance 
into a higher state of spiritual 
consciousness, one that is be
yond the grasp of ordinary 
mind. This image can possibly 
serve to inspire us to move on 
and str ive h arder towards 
higher reaches of consciousness. 

Halachah is the Hebrew 
word for Jewish law. Its root 
"holech" means to go, or to 
walk. This brings up another 
question; does the word 
halachah really mean a Divine 
commandment or would it be 
better interpreted as "the way 
to go?" The verse in 
Deuteronomy 10:12 asks the 
question wha t G-d demands 
from us and offers several re
sponses. One of which is to 
walk with G-d. How does one 
do that? I believe the answer 
would be to imagine what G-d 
would do, in any given situa
tion, and try to fo llow in His 
footsteps . Could it be that per
forming rnitzvot (the halachah) 
is how G-d spends His day, 
much like the Talmudic legend 
claims that G-d studies Talmud 
continuously? I find this idea 
appealing because by contem
plating each and every mitzvah 
or each and every problem we 
face daily, we have some spiri
tual guidelines to follow. 

Another question. Does the 
Torah speak to our familiar, 
earthly existence, or does it ad
dress our spiritual nature? If, 
indeed, Holy Scripture is di
rected towa rds our souls then 
Jewish law (halachah) mus t 
consist of ritual actions that en
able us to physically portray the 

(Continued on Page 10) ... 

by Abba Cohen 
Washington is a quiet place 

these days. I am not referring to 
" political" Washing ton, of 
course. Congress and the vari
ous federal agencies are a buzz 
with all sorts of activity. I am 
talking about the people. The 
streets seem emptier, the lunch
time chatter hushed, the atmo
sphere subdued and cautious. It 
is somber. 

When terrorism struck, it hit 
this city hard. The loss of life -
on the plane and at the Penta
gon - was sha ttering. As 
Americans, we grieve with our 
fellow citizens over the deaths 
of al I the victims. 

But, even at the Pentagon, 
the tragedy hit closer to home. 
Rabbi Menachem Youlus, a 
chaplain who participated in 
the recovery, estimates that as 
many as 20 victims, out of an 
approximately 190 (11 percent) 
were Jewish. Two, in fact, were 
customers of his local Jewish 
books tore. It was chilling to 
hear that one of the Jewish dead 
was identified by the m ogen 
dovid discovered around his 
neck. 

But what stunned Washing
ton went beyond the loss of life. 
To successfully crash a jet in the 
heart of our national capital -
at the Pentagon, no less -
jarred Washington's collective 
psyche. And one could only 
shudde r at what addi ti onal 
ha voc would ha ve been 
wrought had the fourth plane 
found its intended target. 

It is not that Washingtonians 

have never considered the pos
sibility. Indeed, we have always 
known that something cata
strophic could - and someday 
probably would - happen in 
this city. In some ways, it is a 
mindset unique to the people 
that live and work here. The 
nation's capital is always a pri
mary target. 

Growing up in Washington 
during the Cold War yea rs, my 
earliest memories include the 
omnipresent "fallout shelter" 
signs and the evacuation drills 
to get to those shelters. Over the 
years, as the threat turned from 
war to terrorism, there have 
been numerous scares. Jews got 
a special taste of the terrorist 
m e nace in the 1977 w hen 
Hanafi Muslims took over the 
B'nai B' rith building and held 
hostages for several days. There 
was always the fear, but we put 
it aside - we had to - and 
lived our lives. 

It is now back - that sense 
of vulnerability - and it is mag
nified a hundred- fold when we 
consider the threat. The "new" 
terrorism, as has been so often 
repeated la te ly, lu rks in the 
s hadows . Its weapons and 
methods of attack are not con
ventional, and when evil has no 
bounds, security is illusory. This 
is a city that was designed by 
L'Enfant to withstand the cav
alry attacks of the 19th century, 
not the suicide bombings, 
hijackings or biochemical war
fare of the year 2001. 

But, despite this cloud of vul
(Continued on Page 15) 
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Birthright or Birthwrong? 
Well, here's one way to look 

at Parashat Toledoth: 
Manly, hairy Esau, after a 

sweaty day of work in the fields, 
comes home with a raging hun
ger. His sensitive, smoother and 
worthier twin brother, Jacob, 
has been working hard also, 
whipping up an aromatic olla of 
pottage. Esau's temptation is 
overwhelming. He begs 

have been a few sheep short of a 
flock, thought it was all a joke. 
What's more, being the larger 
brute, why didn' t he just take the 
pottage? Certainly Jacob wasn' t 
going to wrestle him to the 
ground. Rebecca lied to her hus
band. Esau was swindled out of 
his birthright by the people he 
loved most. Isaac must have 
been losing more than his sight 
if he couldn't tell the difference 

slightly ashamed of? You never 
went for a noble end with some
what qu es tionable tac ti cs? 
Right . If we excoria te these 
people, we excoriate ourselves. 
And, frankly we also deny our
selves one of the most valuable 
of all our blessings: the perpetual 
availability of forgiveness . 

for some pottage; Jacob, 
ever alert to opportunity, 
cleverly suggests a swap: 
the bowl of pottage for 
Esau's birthright. Well, 
who cares?, thinks the 
unworthy Esau. Sure! 

And so th e d eal is 
sealed with a steaming 

t 

~ r--lb~-~r-" :,-~.-J0-.:-::---1 ... ,~ 

There's yet another way to 
think of this. These are the 
children and grandchil
dren of Abraham, the 
very first Jew. Judaism is 
in its infancy. It is learn
ing. It is taking halting 
steps along the way to 
spiritual understanding. 
No Moses yet. No Sinai. 
No commandments. No 
knowledge of the totality plate of s tew. Later, 

Rebecca, mother of the boys, 
also sides with the imperatives 
of Jewish history by helping the 
brighter twin assume the 
mantle of progenitor. She finds 
some goatskin for Jacob to wear 
so their father, Isaac, whose 
sight is fading, will bless Jacob 
as the elder one, thinking he is 
hairy Esau, and assure us all of 
better DNA. 

And here's another way to 
look atit: 

Jacob tricked his brother; pure 
and simple. Esau, who must 

forearm, between the sweet
voiced Jacob a nd his basso 
brother. And these are the ances
tors we revere? 

Of course they are . And 
here's why: G-d chose them. He 
'did not choose them as stan
dard-bearers of the most holy 
accomplishments in the history 
of the race (now you' re think
ing of Moses). He chose them as 
representatives of us. People 
with sometimes grea t aspira
tions, a nd some times very 
ea rthy failures. What? You 
never did a ny thing you ' re 

of Torah. In fact, no docurnen
ta ti on a t all to g uide these 
people. In the context of their 
times, it's amazing that they had 
any awareness of purpose at all. 

And so, in the context of your 
times, what's your excuse? ... 

Submitted by Chabad of West 
Bay, an affiliate of Cha bad of Rlwde 
Island. For more information about 
our programs and classes, call 
Rabbi Yossi Laufer at 732-6559 or 
vis it <www.c/,abadonline.org/ 
Warwick>. 

l 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
-- 'Conference Without Walls' --

(Continued from Page 1) 

survivor who is the founder of 
one of America's very few Jew
ish bone marrow registries; and 
at 8:45 p.m. Brown / RISD Hillel 
will have PK Beville, who 
founded Second Wind Dreams, 
a program that grants wishes to 
elderly residents in nursing 
homes. 

The introductions continue 
on Saturday Dec. 1, when at 9:30 
a.m. Congregation Beth David 
of Narragansett will meet with 
Merrily Ansell, creator ofBooks, 
Bears and Bonnets, a program 
which gives gift boxes to che
motherapy patients in hospitals; 
Temple-Shalom in Middletown 
will meet .with Darryl 
Cooperstock, founder of REM
EDY, which transports medical 
equipment to needy countries, 
at 10 a.m.; Congregation Beth 
Sholom in Providence will meet 
with Jay Feinberg, Jewish bone 
marrow registry creator, a t 9 
a.m.; and Temple Emanu-El will 
have "Shoe Woman" Ranya 
Kelly meet with USY groups 
from Temple Torat Yisrael, 
Temple Am David and Temple 
Emanu-El at 10 a.m. 

On Sunday, Dec. 2, the 
mitzvah heroes will take the 
stage in informational sessions 
lasting from morning till night. 
Temple Sinai in Cranston and 
the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island will be holding 
special morning workshops, 
which will take place from 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Registration 
is required (see below). 

Each location will feature 
three rnitzvah heroes who will 
tell their stories, take questions 
and give step-by-step examples 
of how to reduplicate their ef
forts here in Rhode Island. 
Temple Sinai will be hosting 
Syd Mandelbaum, founder of 
Rock and Wrap It Up, a pro
gram which takes banquet food 
leftover from rock concerts and 
delivers it to sou p kitchens; 
Merrily Ansell, of Books, Bears 
and Bonnets, and children from 
the Broad Meadows Middle 
School, who fight to end child 
sweatshops. 

The JCCRI will be featuring 
PK Beville, Second Wind 
Dreams founder, Jay Feinberg, 
creator of a Jewish bone marrow 

registry, as well as Linda Tarry
Chard from the Project People 
Foundation, which helps 
people learn work skills in de
veloping countries. 

That afternoon from 1:30 to 
5 p.m., the JCCRI will be spon
soring another batch of rnitzvah 
heroes: Mike and Sue Turk, 
a.k.a. "Sweet Pea and Butter 
Cup" the Mitzvah Clowns, will 
be explaining how to "clown 
around" and cheer people up at 
nursing homes and hospitals. 
Seventh grade students at 
Temple Beth El in Providence 
will have a special session with 
the clowns. Syd Mandelbaum 
ofRock and Wrap it Up and stu
dents from the Broad Meadows 
Middle School will be present
ing at this session as well . 

That evening, from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the JCCRI, attendees 
will meet with John Beltzer, 
founder of Songs of Love, a pro
gram that writes uplifting songs 
for sick children in hospitals. 
Beltzer and everyone at the 
workshop will be recording a 
live song at the end of his pre
sentation. "Shoe Woman of 
Denver" Ranya Kelly will also 
be presenting. 

Monday, Dec. 3 will have cer
tain mitzvah heroes meeting 
privately with organizations 
and students. John Beltzer and 
his "Songs of Love" will be 
meeting with executives at 
Hasbro's corporate office and 
will also be visiting children at 
Hasbro Children's Hospital. 
Danny Siegel, founder of the 
Ziv Tzedakah Fund, will be 
meeting with Jewish agency 
representatives from all over 
the s tate, and students at the 
Alperin Schechter Day School 
and the Providence Hebrew 
Day School will get a special 
presentation by a mitzvah hero. 

For any questions about 
times, dates and to register for 
the Sunday workshops, please 
contact Miriam Abrams-Stark or 
Ruth Page at the Bureau of Jew
ish Education of Rhode Island at 
331-0956. There is no charge for 
the conference; attendees are 
asked to bring used clothes, 
goods, books and boxed or 
canned food . Kosher food will 
be available for purchase aJl day. 
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RIJHA Holds Winter Meeting 
by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

Members of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association 
spent last Sunday afternoon lis
tening to the stories and anec
dotes of Philip E. Miller, Provi
dence native and scholar. 
Miller 's talk reflected on some 
of the interesting experiences he 
has accrued while traveling the 
world studying ancient Hebrew 
and Biblical texts. 

He told the audience about 
the thrill of getting to do re
search in the Vatican library, 
where he examined the 
Vatican's collection of 613 He
brew manuscripts, and the un
settling feeling of being "locked 
in the vault" that necessarily 
went along with it. The overall 
experience left him with a sense 
of awe, he said. "I wondered, 
did it reaJJy happen to me?" 

Miller went on to describe a 
journey to Poland in 1981, at a 
time when that country was un
der communist rule, but was 
reaching out to Western schol
ars who wanted to learn more 
about the history of Poland and 
of the Jews . He told a story 
about a bishop who was striv
ing to build a multi-faith church 
to honor Holocaust victims, but 
died before the project could be 
completed. He also recaJled to 
the audience an encounter with 
a peculiar taxi-driver, who re
vealed that his ancestors had 
been faithfu l servants to the 
chief rabbis of the town of Belz, 
until the town was overrun by 
the Nazis. 

Another adventure Miller 
shared was the time he was re
cruited by the New York Police 

Department to assist in the inves
tigation into the theft of Torah 
scrolls from city synagogues. The 
police set up a sting operation 
where Miller and an undercover 

"The scroll is chazerai," he whis
pered to his undercover partner, 
"worthless." "Take another 
look," the cop whispered back, 
"you'll ruin a good bust." Miller 

CHAIRMAN GEORGE GOODWIN (left) of the Rhode Island 
Jewish Historical Association introduces guest speaker Philip 
E. Miller, whose talk was entitled "From Providence to the 
Vatican: Journeys of a Jewish Bibliophile." 

Jewish officer met with a man 
who was suspected of selling sto
len scrolls. Miller was there to au
thenticate the goods, while a half
dozen more officers waited in an 
adjacent room, ready to make the 
bust. The suspects arrived with 
their scroll, which was 2,000 years 
old and worth a million dollars, 
or so they claimed, but which 
Miller declared to be a cheap fake. 

Herald photo by Seth Bromley 

reiterated that it was obvious to 
him that the item was just a 20th 

century Ashkenazic scroll, news 
that was not well-received by ei
ther the sellers or by the would
be "buyer." Miller explained his 
judgement and everyone be
grudgingly went away empty
handed. Thus ended his short
lived career as an undercover 
agent. 

Uncovering the City of Tiberias 
by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

On Nov. 14, Temple Emanu
EI in Providence was visited by 
Professor Yizhar Hirschfeld of 
Hebrew University and Profes
sor Katharina Galor of Brown 
University, who revealed some 
of the discoveries they have 
made during a decade-long ex
cavation of one of Israel's old
est and most diverse cities. 

Today Tiberias is a thriving 
city, a popular resort location 
thanks to its proximity to Lake 
Kinneret and its soothing hot 
springs. Almost 2,000 years old, 
Tiberias is important to Israel 
not only for its attraction as a 
tourist destination but also for 
its rich history as a cultural and 
educational center. 

In the second century of the 
common era, Tiberias was 
founded by a son of Herod the 
Great on the western bank of 
Lake Kinneret, known also as 
the Sea of Galilee or as Lake 
Tiberias. After the destruction of 
the second Temple, the 
Sanhedrin was moved to 
Tiber ias. Th e writing of the 
mishna was completed there as 
well. Acclaimed scholar 
Maimonides is buried there, as 
is famous scholar and teacher 
Rabbi Akiva. 

The natural hot mineral 
springs have kept people com
ing to the city for thousands of 
years, but now there is even 
more reason to visit this historic 
place. Thanks to the efforts of 

Hebrew University archaeolo
gist Yizhar Hirschfeld, the ruins 
of the ancient city are being dis
covered and uncovered. A sur
prisingly well-preserved trove 
of structures and artifacts have 
been revealed "An 
archaeologist's dream," the site 
is called by Hirschfeld. 

Over the last 10 or so years, 
archaeologists have made many 
exciting finds, such as the re
mains of a synagogu e, a 
mountaintop Byzantine church, 
and coins and vessels that are a 

thousand years old or more. 
Crusaders razed the city in 1184, 
and the residents apparently at
tempted to bury some of their 
valuable possessions in the 
hopes that they would later be 
able to retrieve them. The exca
vation made international head
lines when Hirschfeld found a 
cache of thousand-year-old coins 
bearing the likeness of Jesus of 
Nazareth - "that good Jewish 
guy," he quipped - and pre
sented them to the pope as a gift. 

ISRAELI ARCHAEOLOGIST Yizhar Hirschfeld, of Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, lectures about his discoveries in the 
ancient city of Tiberias. Herald photo by Seth Bromley 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
JERI Rabbi Tackles 'Difficult Times' 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

"In the United States, we've 
been told you need to live a com
fortable life," Rabbi Natan 
Schafer of the Jewish Eldercare 
of Rhode Island said. "li you 
have pleasure, you're having a 
good life." And yet what if you 
are suddenly not having a "good 
life" anymore? What if financial 
ruin, physical disability or the 
death of a love one threatens to 
shatter the stability that we seem 
to require to survive? 

Said Schafer, "There is a say
ing- 'Man plans, G-d laughs."' 
Schafer addressed a small group 
of seniors in his presentation 
"Living Well in Difficult Tunes" 
at the Jewish Community Cen
ter of Rhode Island last week. In 
the face of hardship, Schafer 
said, we are given the opportu-

nity to examine the things that 
we already possess and take for 
granted. "We make the mistake 
of not [ realizing] that everything 
we've been given is a gift." 

However, Schafer declared 
that things are more compli
cated than that. "That doesn't 
mean that it is a simple for
mula ... A lot of the time we 
aren't going to understand [ our 
suffering], but not understand
ing it doesn' t mean [we] can't 
be at peace." Understanding, he 
said, is an oversold concept. 

Being Jewish means we have 
our own personal way of deal
ing with tragedy and rising 
above it. "A Jew comes into this 
world because there are things 
[he] needs to do ... No one gets a 
free ride ... Each of us is given the 
challenges that we need [in or
der] to do what we need to do." 

Being Jewish also means we 
are raised to face difficulties, 
Schafer said, and from these 
hardships comes the ability to 
empathize and help others find 
solace. "Jews are the soul doc
tors of the world," he said. 

Carolyn Schwartz, who was 
present at the lecture, used her 
experiences as proof of 
Schafer ' s message. Schwartz 
said she struggled for many 
years with bipolar disorder. 
Despite her pain and her diffi
culties, she went and estab
lished a mental health advocacy 
group in Rhode Island that edu
cates people about mental dis
orders. The group had humble 
beginnings, but now services 
hundreds of people throughout 
the state. Said Schwartz, " I 
found my cause because of my 
illness." 

EDWARD ADLER and Ms. Silvulkin crack smiles after one of Schafer's jokes. 
Herald plrotos by /011 Rubin 

Bruce Benson to Rock the House 
(of Worship) at Beth-El Nov. 30 

For Shabbat services at 
Temple Beth-El in Providence 
on Nov. 30, at 7:45 p.m., Beth
El's talented Cantor Judy 
Seplowin will welcome special 

guest Cantor Bruce Benson, 
who will be on hand to present 
an extraordinary shul-shaking 
experience, "The Rock Service." 

A musician and cantor for 30 

Cantor Bruce Benson 

years, Benson's innovative and 
unconventional chants and 
songs have won him national 
acclaim. Benson's own congre
gation is in Morristown, N.J., 
but he frequently travels to 
bring his unique service to syna
gogues across the U.S. 

Cantor Seplowin said she 
heard about Benson from a col
league. "I heard the music and 
said 'Wow!"' She invited him to 
Beth-El and has arranged for 
more than 70 singers from both 
her youth and adult choirs to 
accompany him. Benson plays 
guitar as well, with his five-piece 
band, Tzur Yisrael, backing him 
up. Seplowin said she thinks the 
music will appeal greatly to the 
younger generation. 

Benson's music is intended to 
be a bridge between contempo
rary America and the Jewish tra
dition. Benson has released sev
eral critically acclaimed albums, 
including "The Jazz Service," 
(recorded with saxophonist 
Kenny G), "The Rock Service," 
and "Ki Sirita." Some albums 
will be on sale in the temple's 
sisterhood judaica shop. 

The event is sponsored by the 
Benefactors Fund of Temple 
Beth-El and is open to all who 
would like to attend. For more 
information call the temple of
fice at 331-6070. Temple Beth-El 
is located at 70 Orchard Ave., 
Providence. 

RABBI NATAN SCHAFER speaks at a variety of programs for 
the Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island. 

Local Storyteller to 
Tell Chanukah Stories 

Chanukah is a time for light, and nothing shares light like 
stories, says Rhode Island author and storyteller, Mark Binder. 
Children and adults will laugh and smile at stories like "The 
Lethal Latkes," "Spin the Dreidle" and "A Present? For Cha
nukah?" 

Times and dates will be: 

Dec. 2, 10:45 a.m. Temple Habonim Religious School, 
Barrington, R.I. (not open to public). 

Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode 
Island. Admission is $3 per family to benefit the JCC preschool; 

Dec. 11, 3:30 p .m. at Rochambeau Public Library, 708 Hope 
Street, Providence. Admission is free . 

Dec. 12, 7 p .m. at Sharon Public Library, 11 North Main 
Street, Sharon, Mass. Admission is free. 

Dec. 16, 9:15 a.m. to noon at Congregation Agudas Achim, 
901 North Main Street, Attleboro, Mass (not open to public. 

Mark Binder is an internationally known writer and a sto
ryteller. He is a former editor of the Rhode Island Jewish Herald. 
He is the author of The Everything Bedtime Story Book and the 
audio book, The Brothers Schlemiel - From Birth to Bar Mitz
vah. 

The Brothers Schlemiel From Birth to Bar Mitzvah (ISBN 0-
970642-8-3) is available for only $9.95 plus $1.50 postage from 
Light Publications, P.O. Box 2462, Providence, RI 02906. It can 
be ordered online at <www.lightpublications.com> 

For more information contact Beth Hellman at 401-272-8707. 

Your local source for everything Jewish is 

Rhoda'S-Judaica 
One-Stop Chanukah Shopping 

MENORAHS 
Over 50 Different Styles · 

FrorrI Contemporary to Traditional 
I 

CANDLES 
I I 

Beeswax, Dripless, and Olive Oil 

GAMES 
For Tots & Teens 

GIFT-S FOR EVERYONE 
CASSET~ES,VIDEOS,CDs 

'Colleeta"/ile Dreidels 
775 Hope Street, Providence~ 454-4775 

Credit Cards & Persona'i Checks Accepted 
Sunday 10-4 p.m. ~ Monday-Thursday 10-6 
Friday 10-3 ~ Open Later by ppointment 

I 
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'Voices' Celebrates Jewish 

Music on Public TV 
From a venue which sees it

self as a "connecting link be
tween the past and the future" 
folk music legend Peter Yarrow, 

singer Lorin Sklamberg has 
said. "Some people still see Yid
dish as the language of soft Jews 
who can't protect themselves." 

Chava Alberstein 

Israel's singing sensation Chava 
Alberstein and the popular and 
energetic Klezma tics, join forces 
to create "Voices, a Musical Cel
ebration." Juxtaposing music 
deeply rooted in tradition with 
contemporary songs, the musi
cians bring joy and passion to a 
new defin.i tion of Jewish music. 

Khaye)," Alberstein tells his 
story: the poet had an older sis
ter, not yet 10, who took care of 
him and his brothers when his 
mother went off to work. She 
cooked and washed for them 
and "forgot" to play. Khaye was 
murdered by a German soldier 
in Treblinka, and Heller is the 
last man on earth who remem
bers her. Although living in the 
Hebrew-speaking Israel, he 
continues writing songs in Yid
dish because that was the only 
language Khaye understood. 
"And maybe, who knows?" 
Alberstein says, "She is listen
ing somewhere." 

Yarrow's long-standing 
commitment to social justice is 
well-known and he has always 
used his music as advocacy. 
One can hear that in songs like 
"Light One Candle," which has 

Taped live on the grounds of 
the historic Neue Synagogue in 
what was at one time East Ber
lin, this richly varied one-hour 
special includes songs - both 
joyful and reflective - in En
glish, Hebrew and Yiddish. 
"Voices" airs on public televi
sion stations nationwide start
ing Nov. 24. According to a 
spokesperson for WGBH-Provi
dence, the program is expected 
to air locally in February or 
March of 2002. 

The Klezmatics 

"In Israel , you would be 
hard-pressed to find anyone to
day composing and singing in 
Yiddish," Klezma tics lead 

But Alberstein, who composed 
music to poetry by Binem 
Heller, one of the last poets writ
ing in Yiddish in Israel, explains 
Heller 's choice. During a poi
gnant moment in the concert, 
before singing the song "Mayn 
Shvester Khaye (My Sister 

House, Senate Approve Grant 
for Jewish War Memorial 

U.S. Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) 
announced last week that a 
$50,000 earmark to help con
struct the Jewish War Veterans 
Memorial Wall of Honor in the 
veterans section of Lincoln Park 
Cemetery in Warwick has been 
approved as part of the VA, 
HUD and Independent Agen
cies Appropriations Bill confer
ence report for fiscal year 2002. 

The conference report, which 
reconciled both the House and 
Senate versions of the VA-HUD 
Appropriations bill, was passed 
recently and will soon be sent 
to the president for signature. 

The names of more than 
2,000 Rhode Island Jewish war 
veterans were engraved on the 

black granite wall. The ground
breaking and construction of 
the memorial has been funded 
by private money. The federal 
contribution would be used to 
complete the project. 

At groundbreaking ceremo
nies earlier in the year Reed 
stated, "President John F. 
Kennedy once said, 'A nation 
reveals itself not only by the men 
it produces, but also by the men 
it honors, the men it remem
bers.' When the memorial is 
completed, young and old from 
towns around the state can visit 
here and think about their rela
tives, friends and neighbors who 
paid the ultimate price so we can 
enjoy beautiful days like today." 

~ame Vlaques and Sians 
For home, office or temple 

Handcrafted in wood and stained 

New! American Flag Plaques 
Refrigerator 

magnets 
a\so\ 

For wall, desk or shelves. 
Inquire for S izes and Prices 

E-MAIL ALCOR59@Y AHOO.COM 

AL R EsNICK 

<401 1 739-2140 

become an anthem for 
Judaism's commitment to a bet
ter world. Chava Alberstein's 
"Foreign Letters" and a final 
full-cast medley of " Ale Brider 
(All Brothers)" in Yiddish, and 
"Mi H'ish (What Man Is He)" 
in Hebrew serve to underscore 
the idea that music of con
science can have a world
changing effect. 

A lively Klezmer rendition of 
Yarrow's "Puff (The Magic 
Dragon)" and the Klezmatics' 
version of a rousing Yiddish 
drinking song "Shprayz Ikh Mir 
(To The Fair)" balance the show, 
creating an evening of humor, 
passion, reflection and joy. 

Cranston Senior 
Guild Holds 

Chanukah Party 
The Cranston Senior Guild 

will have its Chanukah party on 
Dec. 5 at noon at West Valley Inn 
for dinner along with a musical 
trio for entertairunent. 

Anyone interested in attend
ing should call Sam Price at 943-
3427 for further details and res
ervations. 

P-1 w We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or o Full House 

g1u &,mupunent 
91wtn 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUS£TTS 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen• (508) 336-3228. 
DAILY 10 TO 5, SUNDAY 12TO 5 

JSA's Adult Day 
Care Offers Something 

For Everyone 
Senior citizens who attend 

the Jewish Seniors Agency 
Comprehensive Adult Day Care 
program should plan to be busy 
from the time they arrive until 
they leave to go home. Each day 
is different and filled with a vast 
menu of activities. The only 
constant is that the television 
never goes on; there simply isn't 
time for seniors to sit and stare 
at the television set. Sharon 
Rice, the director of the Jewish 
Seniors Agency Comprehensive 
Day Care program, has made 
sure of that. 

"We are busy from the time 
they come to the time they leave 
to go home," said Rice, who 
noted seniors can be dropped 
off as early as 7:30 a.m. and be 
picked up as late as 4:30 p.m. 
"The day care program is good 
on many counts," said Rice. 
"It's not just god for the indi
vidual (senior). It is certainly a 
good program for families, too. 
Family members need respite 
and they need to know their 
loved ones are in a safe, caring 
environment. That's what we 
offer." 

Currently 45 senior citizens, 
ranging in age from 5 to 95 
years old, attend Comprehen
sive Adult Day Care, located on 
Waterman Street on the East 
Side of Providence. The seniors 
are grouped according to their 
capabilities, according to Rice. 

The day care program offers 
a vast menu of activities for se
niors, including several kinds 
of exercise programs such as 
weight training, movement 
therapy and Tai-Chi. There are 

games, contests, baking, sing
ing, crafts and storytelling. 
There is even an art teacher 
who is working with the se
niors on a creative a mural. An 
art exhibit is in the works. "We 
offer something for everyone," 
said Rice. 

As part of the Comprehen
sive Day Care program, kinder
gartners from an East Side el
ementary school visit the se
niors every other week. The 
children are paired with these
niors and play games or do 
crafts. The intergenerational 
program benefits both the chil
dren and the seniors they are 
paired with. 

The Comprehensive Day 
Care program is not just fun 
and games. In addition to keep
ing the seniors active and busy, 
each activity offers senior some 
type of benefit . "Everything 
here is therapeutic in nature," 
said Rice. "And serves the se
niors social needs. Other than 
that, if they were home most 
would be dozing in front of the 
television. 

"Those who participate in 
our program are so much 
healthier - mentally and physi
cally," said Rice. "We all need to 
have a purpose and focus each 
day. Day care allows the seniors 
to be productive according to 
capabilities ... according to what 
they have held on to, not to what 
they have lost." ... 

For more information re
garding the Jewish Seniors 
Agency of Rhode Island's Com
prehensive Adult Day Care 
program, call 351-2440. 

Rabbi Chiel to Speak 
on Jewish Spirituality, 

Psychotherapy at 
Hebrew College 

Addressing the topic of "Jew
ish Spirituality and Psycho
therapy: Prayer as a Resource," 
Rabbi Samuel Chiel will appear 
as the keynote speaker with dis
tinguished panelists on Dec. 4. 
Author of For Thou Art with Me: 
The Healing Power of Psalms, 
Rabbi Chiel, along with Bennett 

-Simon, M.D., Janet Yassen, 
LICSW and Joel Ziff, Ed.D., will 
focus on the use of prayer in the 
healing process. 

Aimed at mental heal th pro
fessionals and open.to the gen
eral public, the evening event, 
co-sponsored by the Center for 
Adult Jewish Learning at He
brew College and The Social 
Work Cou ncil of the Boston 
chapter of Hadassah, will ex
plore such questions as "How do 
we incorporate spirituality into 
the therapeutic process?" and 
"How do religious practice, 
ritual and prayer beco_me trans
formational resources-helping 
us to cope with life's traumas?" 
and examine practical therapeu
tic applications. 

Rabbi Chiel is rabbi emeritus 
of Temple Emanuel in Newton, 
director of the Rabbinic Institute 
of Hebrew College and scholar-

in-residence of the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies. Simon is 
a psychiatrist and psychoanalyst 
affiliated with Harvard Medical 
School, Cambridge Hospital and 
the Boston Psychoanalytic Soci
ety and Institute. 

Yassen, a psychotherapist 
and co-founder of the Boston 
Area Rape Crisis Center, is cri
sis services coordinator at the 
Victims of Violence Program at 
the Cambridge Health Alliance. 
Ziff, author of Mirrors in Time: 
A Psyc/10-Spiritual Journey 
through the Jewish Year, is a psy
chologist and consultant in 
Newton. He will teach a four
week follow-up class called 
Jewish Spirituality as a Thera
peutic Resource, beginning in 
January. The course fee is $95. 

The event will be held from 7 
to 9 p .m . at Noyes Hall at 
Andover Newton Theological 
School on Herrick Road in New
ton Centre. Admission is $15 for 
the December 4 event; $95 for 
Ziff's follow-up course. Early 
registration is encouraged. For a 
detailed broclmre, to find out 
about continuing education 
credits, or to register, contact 
Lina Reznikov at (617) 278-4939. 



JFRI Blood Drive 
Draws 31 Units 

The Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island held a blood drive on Nov. 5. The drive, which was 
held at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island, was held 
in conjunction with the Rhode Island Blood Center, and 31 pints 
of blood were collected. 

The event was sponsored by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis, 
the Rhode Island Association for Affirmative Action, the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and Perspec
tives. 

CRC Director Rebekah Raz said, "Our goal was 30 pints, and 
people were busy all day helping us to reach that goal." She also 
remarked that since each unit of blood can be used to help up to 
three people, that over 90 people can be~efit from the drive. 

A NURSE FROM the R.I. Blood Center takes a donor's blood 
pressure. Hera ld photo by Jon Rubin 

JCCRI to Hold Open House, 
Kosher Chinese Dinner 

The Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island will open its 
doors from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p .m. for use of the fitness area (4:30 p.m. 
for the pool to the community on Dec. 25. Meet friends and take 
advantage of our fitness facilities - work out using our s tate-of
the-art fitness equipment, play pick-up basketball in the gym, or 
swim in the pool. Join us for special children's activities, includ
ing crafts, movies and games. Call the center at 861-8800 for a 
schedule of Dec. 25 activities. 

Kosher Chinese Comes to Providence 

Join the center family and bring your friends Dec. 25 for a deli
cious Chinese kosher dinner catered by Prima Kosher. The dinner 
begins at 5 p.m. and will include a number of Chinese specialties 
such as egg rolls, beef chow mein, and vegetable delight. Reser
vations are required due to limited seating. The charge for the 
dinner is $10 for adults, $5 for children under the age of 11. Reser
vations are required by Dec. 11. Call Linda Singer-Berk, executive 
director at 861-8800, ext. 110 for further information or to make a 
reservation. 

A Time to Give Thanks 
OU and RCA Call on Synagogues Nationwide to 

Thank Local Heroes During Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving is rapid ly approaching and this year it is ac

companied by thoughts of grati tude to those who have ex
emplified the ideals of selflessness and heroism in our cur
rent time of need - the firefighters, police officers and EMT 
workers who were called into action on Sept. 11 and have 
been protecting our shuls and schools ever since. For years, 
the brave deeds of these courageous men and women went 
unacknowledged, but after witnessing firsthand the commit
ment and dedication they displayed while saving the lives of 
strangers, despite the risk to their own personal well-beings, 
the community has finally had the opportunity to grasp the 
depth of their valor. 

This November, the Orthodox Union and the Rabbinical 
Council of America are calling on their member synagogues 
nationwide to use Thanksgiving as a time to celebrate the 
local firemen, policemen and EMT workers in their respec
tive communities in three different ways: By arranging for a 
festive meal to be delivered to a local fire station or police 
precinct on Thanksgiving Day, thereby enriching the celebra
tion of the personnel who must be on duty; by giving a sig
nificant contribution (either privately raised or from a rab
binical discretionary fund) to one of the local emergency ser
vices, and inviting one or more representative policemen or 
firemen to be present at a Shabbat or Sunday morning ser
vice so that they can be personally applauded for their deeds; 
and/ or by placing an ad in local community newspapers on 
Thanksgiving weekend expressing the gratitude of the local 
synagogues, schools and institutions. 
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Jewish ~ 
Theatre 
Ensemble 
Holds Auditions 

The Jewish Theatre En
semble will hold open auditions 
for its production of "Forty 
Years of Bad Road," an original 
musical parody which has 
drawn national attention. Audi
tion dates are Dec. 2 from 4 to 6 
p .m. and Dec. 4 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
For questions, call 861-8800, ext. 
189. 

The Jewish Theatre En
semble is located at the Jewish 
Community Center, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence, R.I. 

Performance dates are April 
11, 13-14, 18, 20-21, 27-28 of 
2002. The writer-director is Jules 
Gelade. 

JTE is looking for adults: char
acter actor (male), actors, singers, 
dancers, and children ages 8 and 
over, actors and singers. 

Audition requirements are as 
follow : actors, cold readings 
from script; singers, prepared 
songs, one upbeat; and dancers 
be prepared to move. 

JFS's Lifeline/RI 
Seeks Volunteers 

Lifeline/ RI, the personal 
emergency response system ad
ministered by Jewish Family 
Service, is looking for several 
volunteers to help with rou tine 
maintenance on the devices in 
subscribers' homes. 

Volunteers are provided with 
training and supervision. It is 
important that they feel comfort
able going into people's homes 
and relating to people of all ages 
who may have serious physical 
challenges. The timing is flexible. 
Volunteers are given a list of cli
ents whose Lifeline/ RI units are 
due for maintenance, and may 
complete the work on their own 
schedule within a week or so. 
Lifeline / RI serves clients 
throughout Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts, so 
volunteers can choose the area 
that is convenient for them. 

"Volunteers are integral to 
maintaining the program," said 
Lifeline/ RI Coordinator Maxine 
Richman. "We are incredibly 
grateful for their belief in the pro
gram and for their help." 

The 15-year-old Lifeline / RI 
program is designed to help its 
clients remain independently at 
home by providing immediate 
access to emergency help and 
reassurance. A personal emer
gency response system which 
enables the user to summon 
help irnrnediately, Lifeline/ RI is 
on call seven days a week, 24 
hours a day. A simple push of a 
button, worn or carried by the 
user, activates the system, in
stantaneously giving the profes
sionals in the response center 
the user 's medical history, any 
special instructions for emer
gencies, and a list of relatives, 
neighbors and local medical ser
vices. The person needing help 
can communicate through a 
speaker on the device, which is 
connected through the tele
phone. The appropriate help 
can then be summoned. 

Call Lifeline/RI at Jewish 
Family Service, 331-1244, ext.19 
for more information or to vol
unteer. 

Attention Herald readers and advertisers! 
Reseroe greetings space now for our 2001 

Cl1ar1ul{al1 lssue 
1HURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2001 

Wish you1' 1'elatives and ft'iends in the Jewish community a Happy Chanukah! 

Fill out the form below, enclose check or money order, and mail to: 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02940 

GREETINGS ACCEPTED UNTIL FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2001 

r----------- -------------------7 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald Chanukah Greetings 
Name: ________________________ _ 
Address: ____ ___________________ _ 
City: ____________ State: ___ Zip: _____ _ 
Phone: _________________________ _ 

Indicate desired ad size (a column is 2" wide; price per column inch is $6.00). 
Enclose check or money order, payable to R.l. Jewish Herald, for proper amount. 

O 1 col. x 2" ($12.00) o 2 col. x 1" ($1 2.00) O 2 col. x 3" ($36.00) 
O 1 col. x 3" ($18.00) O 2 col. x 2" ($24.00) 0 Other: __ _ 

(Print or type message here, or attach copy to fonn) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

- --------------------- --------~ 
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Clinton Guest Speaker at 

Hebrew University Fund-Raiser 
Former President Bill Clinton 

and other luminaries, such as 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, promi
nent New Jersey businessman 
Charles Kushner, and real estate 
consultant and advisor Bruce S. 
Schonbraun, attended the an
nual gala for the Lautenberg Re
search Center for General and 
Tumor Immunology of The He
brew University of Jerusalem on 
Nov. 5 at the Waldorf-Astoria in 
New York City. Former Presi
dent Clinton was a guest 
speaker at the event, which 
raised $800,000 for one of the 
world's leading cancer research 
facilities. In addition, the gala 
was co-chaired by Sen. 
Lautenberg and Kushner. Politi
cal satirist Al Franken served as 

Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening and answered the ques
tion "When is it OK to laugh?" 
for the 400 attendees. 

Bruce S. Schonbraun, man
aging partner of Schonbraun 
Safris McCann Bekritsky & 
Co., a leading nationa l ac
counting and real estate con
sulting firm headquartered in 
New Jersey, received the pres
tigious Torch of Learning 
Award. The award was cre
ated by American Friends of 
The Hebrew University, an or
ganization that has provided 
resources to The Hebrew Uni
versity of Jerusalem and other 
institutions of higher learning 
for more than 75 years. 

"Cancer strikes unpredict-

ably and without mercy or dis
crimination and can only be de
feated with conviction, courage 
and sacrifice," commented Sen. 
Lautenberg, founding patron of 
the Lautenberg Center and 
AFHU Honorary President . 
"Never in its 30-year history has 
the Lautenberg Research Center 
had more promising investiga
tions underway." 

During his address, Clinton 
commented that we are " living 
in an age of global interdepen
dence" and we need to "spread 
the benefits ... We are here to cel
ebrate the advance of study." 
He added that we need to "cre
ate a world where common hu
manity is more important than 
differences." 

ATTENDING THE ANNUAL GALA for the Lautenberg Research Center for General and Tumor 
Immunology of The Hebrew University of Jerusalem are (from left) Sen. Frank Lautenbe~g,_former 
President Bill Clinton, Bruce S. Schonbraun and Charles Kushner at the Waldorf-Astona m New 
York City. Photo courtesy of AF/fU 

EPOCH on Blackstone Boulevard 
invites you to join us for a symposium on 

* 

JFS Celebrates Strengths of Families 
National Family Week 

November 18 to 24 
Jewish Family Service joins with organizations across the 

country during Thanksgiving week to celebrate the 31st an
nual National Family Week: Connections Count, the week of 
Nov. 18 to 24. 

National Family Week: Connections Count embraces the 
premise that children live better lives when their families are 
strong; families are strong when they live in communities that 
connect them to economic opportunities, social networks, and 
services. These "connections" include everydily access to high
quality transportation, employment opportunities, education 
and child care - as well as positive relationships within and 
among family members. 

Sam Wiley, who was a teacher and administrator in India
napolis, founded National Family Week in 1968. The Alliance 
for Children and Families, based in Milwaukee, Wis., of which 
Jewish Family Service is a member, has directed National Fam
ily Week efforts across the country for more than 30 years. The 
alliance encourages activities and events thaf celebrate fami
lies, and offers information about National Family Week through 
a Web site<www.nationalfamilyweek.org> or a toll-free num
ber (800) 221-2681. 

Ridge Lauds Israeli 
Anti-Terror Tactics 

Homeland Security Director Addresses United Jewish 
Communities General Assembly 

Drawing a parallel between 
the security challenges faced by 
the United States since Sept. 11, 
and those faced by fsrael since 
its founding, Homeland Secu
rity Director Tom Ridge recently 
said he looks to the Jewish 
homeland for inspiration and 
tactical lessons for the fight 
against terrorism. 

"When r first took on the job 
as director of homeland security, 
some of my first thoughts were 
offsrael," said Ridge, in remarks 
to nearly, 4,000 delegates attend
ing the United Jewish Commu
nities General Assembly meet
ing in Washington, r;>.C. 

Frequent trips to Israel, he 
said, "deepened my under
standing and admiration for the 
people of Israel - a country 
under constant threat. Since 
Sept. 11, we have much to do 
and much to learn. We can look 
to Israel to help." 

Specifically, Ridge said he 
would move to tighten the 
country's border controls, 
strengthen the nation's public 
health system, and bolster the 

capacities of first responders to 
emergencies, among other mea
sures. 

He said that within approxi
mately 30days, he would present 
the president with a plan to en
gage all Americans in the global 
fight against terrorism. 

"With the country working 
as one, I have no doubt America 
w ill be up to the task." 

Ridge asked for the help of 
United Jewish Communities 
and the Jewish Federations as 
the United States faces its new 
challenge. 

"I looked forward to work
ing with this organization in 
making our borders and our 
homeland more secure." 

Charles R. Bronfman, UJC's 
immediate past chairman, used 
the opportunity of his valedic
tory speech to the organiza tion 
to laud Ridge. 

"I echo as a Canadian my 
appreciation for Tom Ridge's 
remarks," Bronfman said. 
"With men like him serving as 
he is serving, we in America 
will be more secure." 

"THE ALZHEIMER'.S 
DISEASE PROCESS 
AND THE NEW 

ADVANCES IN DISEASE 
MANAGEMENT" 

'Davening and Prayer 

Tuesday, November 27th · 6:00 - 7:00 pm 

353 Blackstone Boulevard· Providence 

Join us as we host John Stoukides, MD as he 
discusses the new advances in disease management for those 

suffering from Alzheimer's. 

Seatin9 is limited. 
RSVP by Monday, November 26 to 401-273-6565. 

Tours are available and refreshments will be served. 

ASS I STED L I V ING 

on Blackstone Boulevard 

353 BlackSlone Boulevard • Providence, RI 02906 
@ www.epochsl.com 
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Wade continued, saying that 
when a friend or loved one is 
hospitalized, we find ourselves 
automatically wishing fervently 
for their recovery. "But do we 
always do that when we 
daven?" asked Wade. "In the 
time it takes a traffic cop to walk 
to your car after pulling you 
over for speeding you probably 
pray harder than you did on 
Yorn Kippor." 

But pointing fingers at what 
we perceive to be other people's 
prayer faults, Wade said, can be 
dangerous. Wade told a story 
about a time he was shocked by 
the lightning pace of morning 
prayer at a minyan in Virginia. 
He remembered people rushing 
in, putting on tefillin hu rriedly 
and then rambling through the 
prayers with the speed of a "Vir
ginia auctioneer." 

He was growing quite resent
ful of what he perceived to be 
their many shortcomings when 
a rabbi approached him and 

(Continued from Page 1) 

said "Rather than use your 
siddur as a magnifying glass, 
use it as a mirror." Hearing this, 
Wade said he realized that a 
major facet of prayer is to use it 
to be introspective rather than 
outwardly judgmental. 

Adq.ressing what some per
ceive to be an unfortunate in
flexibility in the prayer service, 
Wade asked the following ques
tion: If we were to examine our
selves in a mirror every morn
ing, what type of mirror would 
we want? Would we want 
strange and varying mirrors 
that are convex and concave, 
like those in a carnival, or 
would we want a simple, 
s traight mirror? We would 
choose the latter, tl1e more fa
miliar mirror to best see our
selves, Wade said. Similarly, 
with prayer we examine our
selves spiritually and require a 
method tl1at is familiar to us to 
do so. "T/Jnt 's why prayers are 
rigid," he said. 

Wade acknowledged that 
sometimes no matter how dedi
cated we are that errant 
thoughts will enter our mind 
and disrupt the focus of our 
prayers. He said there are two 
methods to rid ourse lves of 
these distractions - we can stop 
praying, grab these thoughts 
and eject them forcibly from our 
minds, or we can stop praying 
and say "I don' t know whom 
these thoughts belong to" and 
le t them drift away by them
selves. Wade said the Torah rec
ommends the second method, 
since the first metl10d can often 
turn into a fierce internal battle 
while the prayers themselves are 
neglected and left behind. 

Said Wade, "The siddur .. is 
the highest level of kaballah 
(Jewish mystical thought), 
printed so it lives in every home 
and every shul... It can break 
tluough the toughest substance 
known to man - the crusty 
hardness of a human heart." 
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Ilene Mendelowitz to Marry John Wilson 

Sam and Lillian Mendelo
witz, of Cranston, R.I., an
nounce the engagement of their 
daughter, Ilene Stacie Mendelo
witz, of North Chelmsford, 
Mass., to John David Wilson, of 
North Chelmsford, Mass., son 
of Robert and Minette Wilson, 
of Stow, Mass. 

The bride-to-be is a graduate 
ofBoston University. She is em
p loyed as a senior messaging 
engineer at Fidelity. Investments 
of Marlborough, Mass. 

Her fia nce is a grad uate of 
Keene Sta te College, Keene, 
N.H. He is a wireless sales man
ager a t Wo rldcom, Boston, 
Mass. 

The wedding date has been 
set for May 19, 2002. 

Andrea B. Miller Weds 
Stephen Hasegawa 

Andrea B. Miller and 
Stephen S. Hasegawa were 
married in Santa Barbara, Ca
lif., on Oct. 7. The bride is the 
daughter of Ann S. Messier of 
Warwick, R.L Her grandparents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Wasser of Warwick, R.L, and 
Estelle Miller of West Warwick, 
R.I. The bridegroom is the son 
of Tsuyoshi Hasegawa of Santa 
Barbara, Cali f., and Nancy 
Tulare of Seattle, Wash. 

Rabbi Martin Solomon offi
ciated at the ceremony. 

The bride graduated from 
Tu lane Un iversity, New Or
leans, La., and University of 
Chicago Law School, Chicago, 
Ill. She is employed as an attor
ney at Sheppard, Mullin in Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

The bridegroom gradua ted 
from Yale University, New Ha
ven, Conn., and University of 
Chicago Law School, Chicago, 
Ill . He is employed as an attor
ney at Irell and Manella in Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

The couple honeymooned in 
Tahiti and Bora Bora. Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hasegawa 

If You're Happy and You Know It ... 
Students at the Alperin Schechter Day School in Providence give sign language a try and 

practice some "deaf clapping." Students in grades kindergarten through sixth grade partici
pated in program, which was led by Karen Glickman and Tony Toledo. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

Helene Hodosh Weds 
Avo Zaytounian 

Helene Eve Hodosh and Avo Ed Zaytounian were married Sept. 
25 in Oakland, Calif. 

The bride is the daughter of Robert and Sylvia Hodosh of West 
Warwick, R.I. The bridegroom is the son of Araxie Zaytounian of 
Pasadena, Calif., and the late Ohannes Zaytounian. 

The bride is a graduate of the University of Rhode Island and is 
a technical director with AIG Insurance Company in Berkeley 
Heights, N.J. 

The bridegroom received his B.A. and M.B.A. from La Verne 
University in La Verne, Calif. He is a senior premium auditor with 
AIG Insurance Company in New York City. 

The couple have made their home in Denville, N.J. 

ASDS Students 
Participate in 'Unseen 

Borders' Program 
ASDS students in kindergarten through sixth grade recently 

had the opportunity to participate in a program called "Unseen 
Borders." The warm and welcoming duo of Karen Glickman and 
Tony Toledo helped the students begin to experience the unseen 
border of a deaf person's world through sign language: Stories 
were told simul taneously through sign and voice. 

As Glickman told her part, Toledo interpreted her signs into 
voice for the hearing impaired students. When he spoke, he signed 
as well. The children also learned about deaf clapping (see photo 
at left) and from then on were frequently seen enthusiastically 
shaking both open hands above their heads as they showed their 
appreciation for this fun-filled educational experience. 

Through this program the students learned many signs, includ
ing: "a long, long time ago," "happily ever after," and "needle, 
glove and squirrel" - the characters in the story "The Three 
Friends." Glickman also brought a special treat - her "hearing 
dogs." These highly trained four-legged friends help serve a deaf 
person through acting as an alarm in various situations and can 
also alert the person if someone is cal ling their name. 

The program concluded with numerous questions from the stu
dents and Glickman sharing her experiences about growing up 
Jewish and deaf. With open hearts and open minds, both the sto
rytellers and the students enjoyed learning and sharing together. 

Carol Dorros, an ASDS parent, helped to arrange this program 
through funding by the PTA Cultural Enrichment Fund. 

r---------------------, 
l SECURITY SERVICE : 
I FOR ANY OCCASION 1 
I I 
I Business and Soc ial Functions I 
I Uniformed or Plainclothed I 

: FREE ESTIMATES - 231 -8130 : 
I Industri al Securi ty and Investigations I 
L--- --------- - --------J 
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' , Feinstein 

Foundation 
Makes 
$100,000 Offer 

To help your charitable dollars go further, the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein Foundation is offering to add $100,000 to donations 
made to agencies in our area helping the needy this holiday 
season. 

Just tell the charity of your choice to apply your donation 
to the Feinstein offer. The more of a donation you make, the 
more of the Feinstein money will be added to it. 

To share in this $100,000, agencies should send a letter stat
ing the amount of money they got in from our offer - from 
Nov. 15 through Dec. 31 to: The Feinstein Foundation, P.O. 
Box 2065, Providence, R.I. 02905. Our $100,000 will be divided 
proportionately among all participating agencies. 

Questioning Halachah 
(Continued from Page 3) 

narrative, bringing spirit into 
the bod y. Otherwise how can 
we account for the current con
tradiction between halachah 
and life in the 21st century? For 
example how does driving our 
cars on Shabbat (clearly a rab
binic violation of halachah) af
fec t the quality of our lives? 

More questions. Is halachah 
the constitutional law for a per
fect society? Could such a per
fect society exist? To answer that 
question, we have to under
stand that Judaism recognizes 
two Jerusalems, the heavenly 
Jerusalem and its earthly ver
sion. This sy mbol appeared 
around two thousand years ago 
in Jewish Midrashim, but has 
become virtually unknown to
day. ln these legends the Heav
enly Jerusalem is the archetype 
of the "world to come," which 
will be revealed to all once the 
Messiah arrives. At present she 
hovers above the earthly Jerusa
lem, even when the latter lies in 
ruin or sin; only the most righ
teous can see her, in moments 
of grace. 

The political battles that rage 
toda y in Israel concern the 
earthly Jerusalem . I contend 
that the halachah are the laws 
of the heavenly Jerusalem, 

which exis ts in the subcon
scious of every Jew. And if we 
can indeed obey the rules of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, then the 
fruits of that behavior could 
manifest itself here on earth. If 
we could emulate that which 
takes place in heaven then per
haps we can bring those same 
qualities down to earth and live 
the life the Torah promises, in a 
land of milk and honey. 

We can choose to accept or 
reject halachah. There is appar
ently no penalty; at least not on 
the earthly plane. Perhaps in 
Temple tim es or Eu ropean 
shtetl life, we would have been 
ostracized from the community, 
but that doesn' t exist anymore. 
The penalty must exist, there
fore, on the spiritual plane-the 
infinite accumulation of causes 
and effects that shape our des
tiny. What would you like your 
future to look like? If halachah 
somehow affects our future, I 
leave the questions of halachah 
in your hands. 

Velvel "Wally" Spiegler lives in 
Rehobeth, Mass. He is a certified 
polarity therapist and a student 
and teacher of Jewish mysticism. 
He can be reached for comments 
and questions at his Web site at 
<www.geocities.com/Jewishlink>. 

OU Announces Solidarity Mission 
to Israel on January 19, 2002 

As both Israel and the United 
States stand in the crossroads of 
their future, the time has come 
for Jews throughout the coun
try to voice their support for the 
Jewish homeland through po
litical action, messages of en
couragement and above a ll 
through trips to Israel. As a fol
low up to its highly successful 
solidarity mission to Israel last 
August, the Orthodox Union is 
once again planning a mission 
set to leave Jan. 19, 2002, dur
ing the yeshiva winter break. 

"Travel programs to Israel 
have always been a matter of 

the highest importance, educa
tionally, emotionally and spiri
tually - especially among 
members of the religiously ob
servant community," said Rich
ard Stareshefsky, the OU' s 
newly appointed director of Is
rael missions for the Depart
ment of Synagogue and Com
munity Services. 

"The interconnected relation
ship between the Jewish com
m unities of Israe l and the 
Diaspora can be most effectively 
nurtured by the actual presence 
of Diaspora Jews in Israel. It has 
never been more imperative to 

show Israel that they are not 
alone." 

OU President Harvey Blitz 
explained, " ln August the OU 
went on a mission to Israel in 
order to show our support and 
unyielding achdut wi th our 
brothers and sisters living in Is
rael during these challenging 
times. On our mission in Janu
ary we will reaffirm this mes
sage, only this time we go bear
ing a new emotion as well -
empathy." 

For more information, visit 
<www.ou.org / events/ 5762/ 
solidarity02.htrn>. 

150 members of the OU Solidarity Mission to Israel, outside Me'arat HaMachpeila in Hevron. 

Interfaith Service at Temple Shalom Nov. 21 
The 27th annual community-wide interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service will take place on Nov. 21 

at 7 p.m. in the main sanctuary of Temple Shalom, 223 Valley Road in Middletown. Representatives 
from houses of worship throughout Aquidneck Island will participate. They include: Rabbi Marc S. 
Jagolinzer and Cantor Fredric Scheff, Temple Shalom; The Rev. Dr. Quinton Ivy, St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church, Newport; The Rev. William Payton, St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Portsmouth; 
The Rev. Mary Beth Hayes, Newport Congregational Church, Newport; The Rev. Vincent Thomp
son, Community Baptist Church, Newport; The Rev. David Milham, Trinity Episcopal Church, New-. 
port; The Rev. Eugene McKenna, St. Lucy's Roman Catholic Church, Middletown; The Rev. Cynthia 
Smothers, Community Baptist Church, Newport. Local story teller Cindy Killavey will share a Thanks
giving story. A group of members from Swanhurst Chorus, under the direction of Jonathan Babbit 
will offer selections. Steven Decesare, director of music, at Temple Shalom, will serve as organist for 
the worship. A free-will offering will be collected. A collation will follow the service, to which all are 
cordially invited to attend. 

For more information, contact Rabbi Jagolinzer at 846-9002. 

fhis year's theme: 

What Ooee It 
Mean fo Be 

Jewish! 

!ntrie$ mu$t be two-dimen$iona1 and created on a piece of paper no larger than 
16"xl~". Jlo glitter ct!Ml Jlo foiV '!'he na:me, age, grade, addre$$ and phone number 
of the arti$t MlTS'l' appear on the back of every entry. If thi$ infor:mation i$ not 

provided, the entry will be di$qualified. Only one entry per child. 

Categories: 

Ages4to 6 
Ages 7to9 

Ages 10to 13 t:ntrie$ mu$t be received at the :lterald office, 99 Web$ter St., 'Pawtucket, 
by 4 p.m. on Jl-eml,er 23. 'Participant$ may drop off their po$ter$ at the front 

de$k of the Jewi$h Community Center of Rhode bland by 4 p.m. on 11-•mNr 26. 

!lo entry recei,recl lctter thct:n. 4 p.m. o:n. JI-ember 23 c:ct:n. be co~iclereclflf 

Judging will take place during the following week. 'l'he winning poster$ will appear in the Chanukah i,:,:ue 
of the Rhode !,:land Jewi$h Kerald on Dec:em 1,er 6. 

11n Award Party will be held November 29 at the Jewish Community Center. If you have any questions, call Jon at 724-0200 
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Rabbi Elazar Schach - Beyond Compare 
by Rabbi Avi Shafran_ preciation for, and achievements mention of America's "Jewish married students program, or Los Angeles a year or two ear-

In the wee hours of Fnday m, another realm entirely, a uni- seminaries"; it went on to li st ko llel. The sprawling, s tun- lier. The article my reporter
morning, Nov. 2, thousands of verse likewise unfamiliar to all them : Hebrew Union College ningly beautiful suburban earn- friend went on to write for The 
Orthodox Jews across the too many contemporary Jews: (Reform), Jewish Theological pus includes dozens of apart- Times about the yeshiva amply 
Uruted States gathered around the study and teaching of Torah. Seminary (Conservative) and ments and townhouses, dorrni- evidenced the positive impact 
telephone speakers and arnpli- Rabbi Schach was the dean of Yeshiva University (Orthodox). tories, basketball courts and, of his conversations had left. 
fiers in yeshivot, synagogues deans in the world of yeshivot, Since I was friendly with the course, active, noisy, vibrantly The idealism and determina-
and homes to join, in a small a man who was greatly instru- article's writer, a non-Jewish, alive study halls. tionhe had witnessed comprise 
way and a great distance, a fu- mental in forging what one lead- top-notch reporter, I called him We entered the main one and the engine of the yeshiva world, 
neral taking place thousands of ing Israeli sociologist has called and said, "With all respect to surveyed the scene of several fuele d b y m en like Rabbi 
miles away. "the society of learners." What Yeshiva Unive rsity, did you hundred young men sur- Schach and Rabbi Kotler -and 

In Bnei Brak, a town near Tel those "learners" learn, of course, know that there are dozens of rounded by books, animatedly by those who carry on their 
Aviv, the funeral itself filled the is Torah - the endless sea of yeshivot in the American Ortho- arguing points or poring over dream. The study and obser
streets with hundreds of thou- Jewish law and lore, the Talmud <lox world, many of them larger texts; my guest was clearly in- vance of Torah represent a com
sands of Israeli Jews (few of and Midrash and commentaries by several times than YU's rab- trigued. Our host, one of the rnitrnent not only to the Jewish 
them true contemporaries of the and responsa that comprise the binic training school?" He yeshiva's administra tors, in- past but to the Jewish present 
deceased, who was, according corpus of Jewish religious litera- hadn' t known, he admitted, and vited him to walk through the and the Jewish future. 
to informed sources, anywhere ture. ----------- cavernous if crowded room and And Torah is not the "Ortho-
from 103 to 107 years old) at Few outside the Orthodox engage stud ents in conversa- dox" heritage, but the heritage 
what is usuaJJy the busiest time community would likely recog- That Rabbi Schach tion. He seemed hesitant to take of aJJ Jews, whatever we may 
of the week, mere hours before nize the name of the man who l in£l d up the offer, reluctant to take the choose to call ourselves. How 
the onset of the Sabbath. successfully accomp li shed Srrong Y uence students from their studies, but wonderful it would be were 

It is a troubling but poignant much the same on these shores: the course of Israeli the administrator 's encourage- every Jew who cares about his 
commentary on the d issolute Rabbi Aharon Kotler, who ar- politics is undeniable. ment and the reporter 's own people and its future to visit a 
state of the contemporary Jew- rived in the United States in 1941 natural curiosity won out in the yeshiva - there are many, in-
ish world that, despite the im- and died in 1962. What resulted But that was not why end . eluding seminaries for women 
mense stature of the man who from the e fforts of men like hundreds of thousands I watched as he went from and adult-education "commu-
had passed away, evidenced by Rabbi Kotler and Rabbi Schach 1. oined the funeral pro- one pair of s tudents (much ye- nity kollels,'' in cities across the 
the prodigious number of was nothing less than the post- shiva study is done in pairs, or continent. They shy away from 
mourners, he was virtually un- Holocaust re-empowerment of cession at his funeral - chavrutot) to another; at each, self-promotion and are all too 
known to most Jews outside Is- the Jewish religious tradition. or why his passing is the students stood up to we!- easily overlooked . But they are 
rael. The two scholars shared a se- come the visitor, invited him to well worth seeking out. 

Perhaps even more ironic cret knowledge: that the soul of being mourned as well sit down with them and seemed Rabbi Schach was indeed an 
was the fact that Rabbi Elazar the Jewish people is the study by hundreds of thou- happy to answer his questions. important and powerful Jewish 
Schach has since been character- and observance of Torah. And so f h A good while later, he returned, personality, but not for the rea-
ized by the press as someone each set out, without regard for sands O ot ers. his pad filled with notes, and his sons the media proclaimed. The 
who "wielded powerful influ- either the cynics or the odds, to ----------- eyes with wonder. enormity of his contribufion to 
ence over [Israeli) politics," a create the yeshiva world anew He told me how deeply im- our Jewish world is discernible 
"key powe rbroker" with - indeed , to make it even I suggested he allow me show pressed he had been "with the not through the lens of politics, 
"shrewd political instinct" (The broader and stronger, to make him one. He seemed genuinely sincerity and idealism" of the but rather through the unob
New York Times); "one of the up for lost time and lost souls. interested and, a few months students he had met. He had structed, bright and clear view 
most powerful forces in the evo- From the vast and crowded later, traveled with me to Bal ti- spoken with some from Ortho- provided by truly Jewish eyes. 
lution oflsraeli society" (Jewish study halls of Bn a i Brak' s more, the home of Ner Israel dox families, whose fathers had The loss of Rabbi Schach is 
Telegraphic Agency); and as a Ponevezh yeshiva, which Rabbi Rabbinical College, where I was studied at the same yeshiva de- immense, but happily so, is his 
"political kingmaker" (Associ- Schach headed for a half-cen- privileged to study for several cades earlier; he had met others legacy. 
ated Press ). tury, and Lakewood, N.J.'s Beth years in the 1970s. who had come to Orthodoxy on Am Echad Resources. Rabbi Avi 

That Rabbi Schach strongly Medrash Govoha, the seminary The Baltimore yeshiva has a their own. One student w ho Shafran is director of public affairs 
influenced the course of Israeli Rabbi Kotler founded, have hi gh sch oo l and post-high had particularly impressed him for Agudath Israel of America. 
politics is undeniable . But that emerged thou sa nds of d edi- school division, as well as a had been a screenplay writer in 
was not why hundreds of thou- cated and determined students, 
sands joined the funeral proces- many of whom went on - and 
sion at his funeral -or why his go on, each year - to establish 
pass ing is being mourned as yeshivot of their own, to become 
well by hundreds of thousands expert decisors of Jewish law or 
of others. The reason so much to serve the cause of Jewish edu
of the Orthodox Jewish world cation in a broad assortment of 
was engulfed in grief at the venues and roles. 
news of his passing was because About two years ago, I read a 
of Rabbi Schach's powerful ap- New York Times article that made 

Temple Sinai Nursery 
School Says "Thanks" 
Children at Temple Sinai Nursery School lea rned about pil

grims and Native Americans for Th anksgiving. Lucy 
Perelman, Justin Katz, and Joshua Sholes, above, show off their 
Native American fri ends. Photo courtesy of Temple Sinai 

ROGER ARANSKY•s 
CHRISTMAS STORE! 

NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! 
50% OFF fiND MORE!! 

Handbags 
Luggage 
Jewelry 
Ladies Lingerie 

I FEATURING I 
Toys & Stocking Stuffers Sweats 
Gift Items Polar Fleece 
lopes, CDs & Movies Big Sizes 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

-CHANOKfiH GIFTS 
FOR SALE! 

Located at the 

AMERICAN LEGION HALL 
Route 1 A, Plainville, Massachusetts 

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 AM-8:30 PM• SATURDAY 9 AM- 5 PM • SUNDAY 9 AM-5 PM 
ROUTE 95 NORTH TO SOUTH ATTLEBORO EXIT, WHICH PUTS YOU ON ROUTE 1 NORTH. STAY ON ROUTE 1 

UNTIL YOU REACH 1 A (ABOUT 1 MILE PAST THE OLD JOLLY CHOLLY). FOLLOW SIGNS TO PLAINVILLE. 

I , 
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~ ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

Gallery 401 Presents New Exhibit 
Naomi Bossom presents a new exhibi t entitled Tales Told in 

Wood. It will appear from Dec. 3 to 31. The opening reception 
will be held Dec. 6 from 5 to 8 p.m. The gallery is located at the 
Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island, 401 Elingrove Ave., 
Providence. Shown above: "Sarah Laughed," woodcut print, 
14" X 18." Photo courtesy of the /CCR/ 

Author Jonathan Weiner 
at Providence Athenaeum 

For the last four years the 
Providence A thenaeum, 251 
Benefit St. (corner of College 
and Benefit Streets) has been 
able to present nationally 
known authors, Stanley 
Aaronson, Diane Ackerman, 
Andrea Barrett, and Barry 
Lopez thanks to a generous 
grant from the Prospect Hill 
Foundation. This year's offering 
wi ll be a talk by Jonathan 
Weiner, called "Science for Sto
rytellers," on Nov. 25 at 3 p.m. 
Weiner will espouse his position 
that there is great value in hav
ing a storyteller relate the story 
of science, that the literature of 
science is best told by people 
outside the field of science. 

Weiner was born in New 
York City in 1953 and spent two 
years of his childhood abroad, 
in Italy and Israel with his fam
ily. His father is a mathematical 
physicist at Brown University 
(emeritus) and his mother is a 
children's librarian (retired). 

When he was growing up, he 
wanted to be either a biologist 
or a writer. At Harvard he chose 
writing and he graduated in 
1976. But soon after he gradu
ated, he found a way to do both 
and he has been writing about 
science ever since. 

His book, The Beak of the Finch, 
an unusual and enjoyable look 
at the ongoing process of evolu
tion, won the Pulitzer Prize for 
General Non-Fiction and the Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize for Sci
ence. His book Time , Love, 
Memory, a fascinating history of 
Seymour Benzer's studies link
ing DNA and behavior in ani
mals and humans, won the pres
tigious National Book Critics 
Circle Award for Non-Fiction. 

Weiner writes full-time, in 
Bucks County, Pa., along with 
his wife, Deborah Heiligman 
(who writes children's books), 
and their two sons, Aaron and 
Benjamin. The event is free and 
open to the public. Call 421-6970. 

'Aladdin: A Pantomime' at SFGT 
The Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theatre Presents "Aladdin: A 

Pantomime." This show is written and directed by Brien Lang, 
with original music by Dave Tessier. 

Pay What You Can Day is Nov. 23 at 8 p.m. Half price pre
views is Nov. 24 and 25 at 8 p .m. Press night is Nov. 26 at 7 
p .m. Regular performances are Nov. 29 to Dec. 23 at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m. Call 831-2919 for ticket information 

'Dido and Aeneas' 
December 1 and 2 at PC 

The Providence College music department will perform the 
17th century opera "Dido and Aeneas" by Henry Purcell on Dec. 
1 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 2 at 2 p .m. in Guzman Chapel on the Provi
dence College campus. This is the first complete opera to be pro
duced by the music department under the leadership of 
Catherine Gordon-Seifert, director of the Early Music Ensemble; 
David Harper, director of opera workshop and vocal coach; 
Michele Holt, director of "I Cantori" and chorus master; Susan 
Rodgers, stage director; Fran Gallogly, costume designer; and 
Wendy Oliver, adviser to the dancers. 

This short, three-act opera was first performed in 1689 at a girls' 
school for the daughters of rich English aristocrats. The opera 
draws heavily upon late 18th- and 17th-century English theater, 
courtly masques, French and Italian opera, English choral music, 
and French baroque dance. Join the Providence College music de
partment in this delightful performance ofEngland's first and only 
opera composed before the 20th century. 

This performance is free and open to the public. Call 865-2183. 

A Coloring Book About ... Quahogs? 
Everyone is proud to be an 

American these days. But Provi
dence Jewelry District resident 
and entrepreneur Adam Gert
sacov wanted to ensure that 
kids of all ages were proud to 
be Rhode Islanders. So he and 
noted illustrator Donna Atwood 
came up with the idea of creat
ing a coloring / learning book all 
about Rhode Island. 

"We wanted to make some
thing a little different," says 
Gertsacov. "It's not just a color
ing book. It's full of facts and 
information about our state that 
kid s and adults can enjoy 
equally. The coloring is a bonus. 
We want people to be proud of 
Rhode Island." 

The book, entitled Rhode ls
land A to Z, is currently avail
able. It showcases 26 different 
aspects of Rhode Island, one for 
each letter of the alphabet. From 
johnnycakes to quahogs, from 
the Block Island Lighthouse to 
the Providence State House, the 
book features the animals, 
plants, places, and history that 
make Rhode Island unique. The 
book was meticulously re
searched by Atwood and 
Gertsacov. "We had so much 
material for the book that I wish 
the alphabet had 100 letters!" 
quips Gertsacov. 

Gertsacov has a life beyond 
coloring books. He is a well 
known performer and clown 
who grew up in Rhode Island. 
He is an educational artist on 
the state artist roster, and has 
performed locally with Trinity, 
Perishable, Alias Stage, and the 
Pan-Twilight Circus. He is best 
known nationally for his Acme 
Miniature Circus, an authentic 
Victorian flea circus. Donna 

Atwood, who grew up in 
Alaska and Arizona, is an 
award winning graph ic de
signer and illustrator who has 
published three coloring / learn
ing books about the Southwest. 

The pair received a grant 
from the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts to make the 
book happen. "We were thrilled 
to receive this endorsement of 
our project, " says Atwood. 
"The grant panel recognized the 

importance of combining cre
ative fun with education." 

The book will be available in 
local book and gift stores, and will 
also be available online at their 
Web site, <www.riatoz. corn>. 

Adam Gertsacov will be 
signing his new book Rhode ls
land A to Z on December 1 at 11 
a.m. at Books On The Square, 
471 Angell Street in Providence 
Call 331-9097 for information or 
reservations. 

COLORING/LEARNING BOOK 
A Creative Approach to the 

History &- Natural History of 
Our Nation's Smallest State 

Written by ADAM G. GERTSACOV Illustrated by DONNA 5. ATWOOD 

Cranston Public Library to Host Lecture 
'Treasures in Your Attic: Old and Rare Books' 

Kenneth Gloss, proprietor of 
the nationally known Brattle 
Book Shop in Boston, will speak 
at a free and open lecture Dec. 6 
at 7 p .m. at the Canston 
Public Library, 140 
Sackanosset Cross Road in 
Cranston. 

Gloss's talk is entitled, 
"Treasures in Your Attic: 
Old and Rare Books." "New 
England homes are treasure 
troves for old and rare 
books that have increased in 
value over the years," says 
Gloss. "We invite the pub
lic to bring any volumes 
they want to know about to 
the lecture for a free verbal 
appraisal." 

The Brattle Book Shop is 
one of America's oldest and 
largest antiquarian book 
stores. Gloss succeeded his 
later father, George Gloss, a 
well-known figure both in 
Boston and in national anti
quarian circles. Kenneth 
Gloss had worked in the 
store since childhood and 
chose to go into the book busi
ness rather than pursue a doc
torate in chemistry. He became 
the sole proprietor upon his 
father's death several years ago. 
"I found that books were in my 
blood and that I would never be 
really happy if I abandoned the 
business." 

Kenneth Gloss is a member 
and past president of the New 
England Antiquarian Booksell
ers Association, member of the 

Kenneth Gloss 

Antiquarian Booksellers Asso
ciation of America, the 
Bostonian Society and the Mas
sachusetts and Rhode Island 
Antiquarian Booksellers. He 
serves as a member of the advi
sory board of the U.S.S. Consti
tution Museum and was a mem
ber of the advisory committee 

of the Boston Public Library. He 
is a recipient of The Historic 
Neighborhoods Foundation 
award for making a definitive 

contribution to the 
design and social 
heritage of Boston 
and has been hon
ored by the Brookline 
Preservation Com
mission for his dona
tion of the original 
plans of the famous 
Larz Anderson estate. 

Gloss will bring to 
the lecture several ex
amples of interesting 
books, magazines 
and ephemera from 
the store's private col
lection, such as a 1912 
World Series score
card and examples of 
old LIFE magazines. 
(He owns the com
plete set!) He also has 
a sales brochure for 
the Titanic. Following 
the lecture and ques-
tion-and-answer ses

sion he will give free verbal ap
praisals of those books that 
people bring with them. 

*** 
For further information, call 

the Brattle Book Shop at 1 (800) 
447-9595, or visit tl1eir Web site 
at <www.brattlebookshop . 
com>. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
URI Brings Broadway to Kingston 

With 'A Chorus Line' 
The University of Rhode 

island's production of "A Cho
rus Line" will bring a bit of 
Broadway to Kingston this year. 
Not only do two original cast 
members of the Broadway pro
duction choreograph the URI 
show, but one of those cast 
members will also perform in it. 

Rita O'Connor, who toured 
in "A Chorus Line" with the 
National Japanese and Israeli 
Companies, and John Michael 
Richardson, who was in the 
Broadway and First National 
Companies productions of the 
show, are guest choreographers 
for the musical . Richardson also 
will play the role of Larry. 

"They know all the original 
Michael Bennett choreography 
and are recreating it step by step 

sical and chair of URI's theater 
department. 

Conceived and originally di
rected and choreographed by 
Michael Bennett, "A Chorus 
Line" will run from Nov. 29 to 
Dec. 1 and Dec. 5 to 8 at 8 p.m. 
There will also be two matinees 
on Dec. 2 at 5 p.m. and on Dec. 
8 at 2 p.m. Performances will be 
held in the Robert E. Will The
atre of URI' s Fine Arts Center on 
the Kingston Campus. Tickets 
are $15 for general audiences, 
$12 students, seniors, and chil
dren, and are available by call
ing the theater box office at 874-
5843. 

According to Richardson, 
seeing the original choreogra
phy of the musical really makes 
th e sh ow complete because 

phy. To me it always seems that 
if it isn' t used, then something 
is just missing. URI's produc
tion isn' t a carbon copy of the 
show, just the choreography 
and movement is recreated, 
which is really nice for the stu
dents. It gives them a historical 
and educational perspective on 
the production while still mak
ing it their own," said 
Richardson. 

Richardson and O'Connor 
began planning in July in prepa
ration for the show. He said it 
has been strenuous, but won
derful. To the students on the 
receiving end of this instruction, 
the experience has also been a 
wonderful challenge. 

"Working with them really 
inspires you. While it pushes 
you to do more and can be more 
strenuous than anything you've 
done before, it's a very nice ex
perience. it's great to know you 
had the chance to work with 
these people. I actually have 
worked with the people whose 
CDs I have; it's just fantastic. 
This show is going to be great," 
said Donald Dallaire, a sopho
more theater major from Warren. 

As a story, "A Chorus Line" 
presents a celebration of the un
sung heroes of the American 
Musical Theatre - the chorus 
dancers, those va liant, over
dedicated, underpaid, highly 
trained performers who back 
up the stars. But director Paula 
McGlasson said that the musi
cal goes beyond that to embrace 
the universal theme of enduring 
a terrific struggle. 

Cast members of URI's production include: (1-r) Adam Crowe 
of Narragansett, Kerissa Roderick of Richmond, Dana J. Damiani 
of Riverside, Patrick Lynch of Narragansett, Naomi Wilkinson 
of Lincoln, Denise Lachowski of North Stonington, Conn., and 
Donald J. Dallaire of Warren. 

"At the core, if you are a 
dancer or not, you can identify 
with what they go through. It 
is an incredible struggle, where 
they must make sacrifices to 
reach a goal. If you are a student 
struggling through college, a 
single mom, or in a difficult job, 
you can relate to this show," 
McGlasson explained. 

for us. What you will see at URI 
is the original dancing and how 
it was meant to be," said Paula 
McGlasson, director of the mu-

Bennett wrote much of the mu
sic around the choreography. 

"The show is designed 
around the original choreogra-

The Tristan Chord, Wagner and Philosophy 
Richard Wagner, who regarded himself as "the most German of men," is known not only for his 

operatic masterpieces but also for his influence on our understanding of German culture and his
tory. As Hitler's favorite composer, his music often played a prominent role in Nazi gatherings. To 
many Israelis, the thought of hearing a German orchestra perform a Wagner piece remains uncon
scionable even now. To others, denying themselves some of the world's most beautiful music is like 
giving the Nazis one last victory. 

The fervent emotions stirred by Wagner's music are as much a testament to the composer 's power 
and genius as to the profound influence of ideas on his work; indeed, Wagner was perhaps more 
engaged with philosophical thought than any other composer of his stature. In The Tristan Chord: 
Wagner and Philosophy (Metropolitan Books/Henry Holt & Co.; Nov. 7, 2001; $35), Bryan Magee for 
the first time explores the influence of philosophy on Wagner's operas, not only in the academic 
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sense, but also in relation to his political and social 
views, including the anti-Semitism that for some has 
permanently scarred his operas. The result is at once a 
biography of the composer, an overview of his times, 
an account of 19th-century opera, and an insight into 
the intellectual aspects of music. 

Radically clarifying, The Tristan Chord traces 
Wagner's involvement in the intellectual quests of his 
age, from his youthful embrace of revolutionary so
cialism, to the near-Buddhist resignation of his final 
years. Mapping the influence of ideas on Wagner 's art, 
Magee shows how abstract thought can permeate 
musical work and stimulate creations of great power 
and beauty. The Financial Times called the Tristan Chord 
"fascinating, absorbing, brilliantly informative ... and 
brave in its hea d-on trea tment of Wagner's anti
Semitism and the noxious cloud of ill associations that 
surround him and his art as a result." 

The Tristan Chord offers a searingly insightful exami
nation of how Wagner's beliefs and world views 
mingled with his amazing talent to crea te some of the 
world's most admired operas. 

'The Nutcracker' Dances 
Into Z on December 1 

For more than 100 years, 
Tchaikovsky's "The Nut
cracker" has entertained people 
around the world . "The Nut
cracker" returns for its annual 
visit to New Bedford's historic 
Zeiterion Theatre on Dec. 1 for 
two performances: 2 and 7 p.m. 

A favorite holiday tradition 
for many, this production is per
formed by International Ballet 
Theatre, a primarily Russian 
troupe, based in Pennsylvania. 
The story opens at a Christmas 

Tickets can also be purchased 
by calling the box office at (508) 
994-2900. 

The Zeiterion Theatre is sup
ported, in part, by grants from 
the cu ltural councils of 
Acushnet, Berkley, Bourne, 
Brewster, Carver, Dartmouth, 
Dennis, Fairhaven, Freetown, 
Marion, Mattapoise tt, New 
Bedford, Orleans, Rochester, 
Yarmouth, Wareham, and 
Westport, local agencies sup
ported by the Massachusetts 

The Nutcracker will be at the Zeiterion Theatre for one night only. 

party given by Dr. Stahlbaum 
and his wife. Their chi ldren, 
Oara and Fritz, anxiously await 
the arrival of Clara's godfather, 
Herr Drosselmeyer. He gives 
toys to all of the children but 
presents the best one to Clara: a 
toy nutcracker. The story then 
focuses on a dream Clara has 
with the toys coming to life, in
cluding the nutcracker, who ul
timately saves the day. 

Internationally recognized 
Artistic Director Vladimir 
Shumeikin, who studied at the 
Kiev Ballet Academy, brings 
this masterpiece to life, which is 
highlighted by lush scenery and 
lavish costumes. Tickets are 
$12.50, $20, and $25. Seniors and 
students are eligible for a $3 dis
count. Group discounts are 
available for 15 or more. 

They can be ordered from the 
Zeiterion box office, located at 
684 Purchase St. in downtown 
New Bedford. The box office is 
open Tuesday through Friday, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sat
urday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTA~-----T 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, THE LAVOIES I Chepachet Village, R.I. 
1401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

VISIT US Al WWW IHEPURPlECAI COM 

Cultural Council, a state agency. 
It is also supported by the City 
of New Bedford, the Acushnet 
Foundation, Ci ti zens Bank, 
Crapo Foundation, Grirnshaw
Gudewicz Charitable Founda
tion, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, New Bedford Day 
Nursery board of managers, 
NSTAR, Target, and our friends 
and business partners. 

The Community Players 
proudly present 

November 23, 24, 25, 30, 
December 1, 2 

Friday and Saturday 
evenings at 8:00 P.M. 

Sunday Matinees at 2:00 P.M. 
at Jenks Jr. High Auditorium, 

Division St., Pawtucket 
( across from Mc.Coy Stadium) 

Adults $12 
Students (through high school) $8 

RESERVATIONS: 
( 40 I ) 726-6860 

http://mcmhers.home.net/dgi llis2 

,. 

I . ' 



14- THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2001 

OBITUARIES 
LILLIAN BERENS 

MILWAUKEE, Wis . 
Lillian (Zuckerberg) Berens, 79, 
of West Dean Road, Milwaukee, 
died Nov. 18 at home. 

She was the wife of the late 
Bernard Berens. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late 
John and Annie (Schim
merman) Zuckerberg, she had 
lived in Cranston and in 
Warwick before moving to Mil
waukee two years ago. 

She leaves a daughter, Judy 
Litwin of Milwaukee; a son, Pe
ter Berens of San Diego, Calif.; 
four sisters, Elsie Wolk of 
Johnston, Molly Gallup of Fall 
River, Celia Johnson of Cran
ston and Bebe Dixon of Atlanta, 
Ga.; a brother, Morris 
Zuckerberg of Washington, 
D.C.; and four grandchildren. 
She was a sister of the late Fritzy 
Seiner and Sally Dwyer. 

The funeral was held Nov. 21 
at Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions may be 
made to Jewish Chaplaincy Pro
gram of Milwaukee, P.O. Box 
342, Milwaukee, WI 53201 or 
Alzheimers Association of 
Rhode Island. The family was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel. 

LLOYD BLISS 
PROVIDENCE - Lloyd E. 

Bliss, 90, the real-estate magnate 
who moved the center of Rhode 
Island shop p ing from down
town Providence to the suburbs 
when he built Warwick Mall in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
died of coRgestive heart failure 
on Nov. 10 at Oak Hill N ursing 
H ome and Rehabilitation Cen
ter, Pawtucket. 

He was the husband of the 
late Estelle (Leif) Bliss. 

He owned many parking lots 
and build ings in downtown 
Provide nce and developed 
Newport's first modern shop
ping center on Bellevue Avenue 
in 1958. 

But it was as the key devel
oper of Warwick Mall that Mr. 
Bliss had his biggest impact. By 
turning a gravel pit and veg-

etable farm near the intersection 
of Routes 95 and 295, and 
Routes 2 and 5, into a million 
square feet of re tail space, he 
changed the face of Rhode Is
land shopping. 

When it opened in stages 
over several years in the early 
1970s, the all-weather mall be
came a destination for genera
tions of Rhode Islanders, who 
met girlfriends and boyfriends 
hanging out in its restaurants 
and open spaces, and did their 
holiday shopping at such de
partment stores as Filene's and 
the former Jordan Marsh. 

As the mall became a fixture 
of life in Rhode Island, it drew 
shoppers - 200,000 of them a 
week - from Providence's 
seen-better-days downtown, 
where the city's signature de
partment stores - the Outlet, 
Shepard's, the Boston Store -
had failed or were foundering. 

By 1976, the mall was the 
state's largest retail facility, with 
about 1.1 million square feet of 
space. Today only the Provi
dence Place ma11 is larger, with 
about 1.3 million square feet. 

His mall followed the post
World War II exodus of people 
from the state's old factory cit
ies, notably Provid ence and 
Pawtucket, to such suburbs as 
Cranston and Warwick. In 1960, 
Providence's share of state retail 
sa les was 36 pe rcent, and 
Warwick's was less than 10 per
cent. By 1980, Providence's 
share had dropped to 17 per
cent, and Warwick's had grown 
to 16 percent. 

In the two decades between 
1960 and 1980, Providence's 
population dropped by 26 per
cent, while Warwick's increased 
by 26 percent. 

He was a star athlete at Hope 
High School, where he played 
foo tball and was captain of the 
basketball team. He attended 
Cornell and Brown Universities, 
dropping out of Brown in the 
depression years of the 1930s to 
work in his family's furniture 
business, Rhode Island Supply, 
which had stores in Hoyle 
Square and on Weybosset Street 
in Providence. 

He was involved in several 
civic and professional groups. 

The Worst Time To 
Arrange A Funeral 

It may sound strange, but the worst time to make a funeral ar
rangement is when a family member has just died. 

We believe that surviving family members should be spared the 
heavy burden of making funeral arrangements immediately after 
a death has occurred. 

That's why we stand ready to help you plan and fund a funeral 
long before the need arises. You can make most of the important 
decisions while time pressures and emotional stress are not so 
overwhelming. 

Call or come by to discuss fune ral prearrangement. .. a caring 
thing to do for your family's peace of mind, and your own. 

Your Only Local Family-Owned Jewish Funeral Home 

Michael D. Smith, R.E. 
Member National and Rhode Island 
Funeral Directors Associations 

,I""•~ Certified by the ~~;--· 
EMORIAL CHAPEL 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel. : 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 
Pre-Need Programs Available 

He was a trustee of Roger Will
iams University and treasurer of 
the Blackstone Park Improve
ment Association. He was a 
longtime member of the Aurora 
Civic Association. 

In the mid-1970s, he was 
chairman of the Providence 
Civic Center Authority, before 
being ousted after a political 
joust with Mayor Vincent A. 
Cianci Jr. He asserted he was 
ousted because he refused to 
create jobs for two of Cianci's 
political allies. Cianci denied 
that. 

Among the Providence prop
erties owned or co-owned by 
him were Doris Place on 
Waterman Street; the Union 
Trust Building on Westminster 
Street; the Civic Center parking 
Garage; the Shoppers parking 
Deck on Weybosset Street; the 
Amica Building, a downtown 
landmark; and the Packet Build
ing on South Main Street. 

Long an ad voca le of exercise, 
he could be seen in la ter years 
walking miles at such East Side 
landmarks as Blackstone Boule
vard and in Blackstone Park. He 
loved to read and was an avid 
amateur photographer. He also 
wrote poems and verse about 
friends and family. 

He leaves two children, Dan 
Bliss and Jane Bliss Garabedian; 
a brother, Robert Bliss; and three 
grandchildren and four great
grandchild ren . H e was the 
brother of the late Maynard 
Bliss. 

Funeral services were pri
vate. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

Reports courtesy of the Provi
dence Journal . 

CHARLOTTE COHEN 
COCONUT CREEK, Fla. -

Charlotte Cohen, 85, formerly of 
Providence, Pawtucket and 
Cranston, died Nov. 13 at home. 

She was the wife of Barney 
Cohen. Born in New York City, 
a daughter of the late Samuel 
and Anna (Kenner) Littman, she 
moved to Providence in 1928, 
and then lived in Pawtucket and 
Cranston before moving to 
Florida in 1979. 

She was a graduate of Clas
sical High School, Providence, 
and the former Bryant and 
Stratton College. She was a 
former member of Temple 
Emanu-El and Hadassah. 

Besides her husband, she 

leaves two sons, Norman 
Cohen in Rhode Island and 
Sheldon Cohen in Massachu
setts; a sister, Phyllis Corwin in 
Rhode Island; and two grand
children and three great-grand
children. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held Nov. 16 in Lincoln 
Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be 
made to Redwood Lodge of 
Masons or Vilas Hospice Orga
nization of Florida. The family 
was assisted with the arrange
ments by the Sugarman-Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

PEARL E. CURRAN 
PROVIDENCE - Pearl E. 

(Tesler) Curran, of Overhill 
Road, a retired secretary, and an 
activist in Jewish organizations, 
died Nov. 18 at Miriam Hospi
tal. She was the wife of the late 
Martin Curran. 

Born in Central Falls, a 
daughter of the late Abraham 
and Sarah (Spitz) Tesler, she had 
been a resident of Providence 
for 71 years. 

She was a secretary at Ameri
can Universal Insurance Co. for 
many years, retiring in 1982. 

A member of Temple Emanu
El and its Sisterhood, she was a 
member of its Adult Education 
Class since its inception, and a 
founding member of its Leisure 
Club, and a member of Kulanu. 

She was a member of Had as
s ah, Hamilton House, the 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
sociation, and the former 
Women's Association of the 
Jewish Home for the Aged. She 
was a contributor to Jewish 
Family Service, Jewish Federa
tion and Providence Hebrew 
Day School. 

She was a graduate of Cen
tral Falls High School. 

She leaves two sons, Dr. Joel 
D. Curran of Pittsfield, Mass., 
and Alvin S. Curran of Oakland, 
Calif.; a daughter, Reeva G. 
Curran of Providence; a sister, 
Gertrude Zenofsky of Provi
dence; and three grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 
She was the sister of the late 
Sadie Spector and Charles, 
Harry and Bessie Tesler. 

The funeral was held Nov. 19 
at Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. In lieu of flowers, contri
butions may be made to Martin 
and Pearl Curran Endowment 
Fund, c/ o Temple Emanu-El or 

Hadassah or Hamilton House. 
Burial was in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The family was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel. 

RUTH D AVIS 
PROVIDENCE - Ruth 

Davis, 84, of 50 Maude St., died 
Nov. 15 at Roger Williams Hos
pital. She was the wife of the late 
David Davis. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Barney and Annie 
Seltzer, she had moved to East 
Providence in 1986 and moved 
back to Providence this year. 

She leaves a son, Donald 
Davis of Santa Monica, Calif.; a 
d aughter, Helene Davis of 
Somerville, Mass.; three sisters, 
Claire Winkleman in Florida, 
Florence Cohen of Warwick and 
Lillian Kessler of West Palm 
Beach, Fla.; and a brother, Ben
jamin Seltzer of Warwick. 

The funeral service was held 
Nov. 18 in Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Jewish Elder
care of Rhode Island, 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence, R.I., 
02906. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

HARRY FINKELSTEIN 
FALL RIVER - Harry 

Finkelstein, 84, of 322 Belmont 
St., owner of the former Pearl 
Tile Co. of Fall River, died Nov. 
19 at Charlton Memorial Hos
pital. 

He was the husband of Freda 
(Posniack) Finkelstein. Born in 
Providence, a son of the late 
Samuel and Rebecca (Postilnik) 
Finkelstein, he had lived in Fall 
River since 1940. 

He had owned the former 
Pearl Tile Co., and had also 
worked as a manager of the 
Broadway Mill Outlet of East 
Providence and Rabies Fabrics 
of Fall River before he retired. 

He was an ombudsman for 
Bristol Elderly Services, and a 
volunteer for the Fall River Jew
ish Home. 

He was a member of Adas 
Israel Synagogue, where he was 
a past vice president of the syna
gogue and a past president of 
the syrn1gogue and a past presi
dent of its Men's Club. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
(Continued on Page 15) 

Continuing our century-old tradition 
of service to the Jewish community 

J ewish fam ilies throughout Rhode Island 
and Southeastern Massachusetts turn to 

Sugarm an-Sinai Memorial Chapel for 
service, compassion and sens itivity. 

Member of the Jewish Funera l Directors of America 
Certifi ed by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis 

)ILL E. SUGARMAN, DIRECTOR 

SHELLY GOLDDERG, ASSOCIATE 

SUGARMAN n 458 Hope Stree t, Providence, RI 

IN A I MEMORIAL (401 ) 33 1-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 
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two sons, Ellis A. Finkelstein in 
Singapore and Joel Finkelstein 
of Fall River; two sisters, 
Gertrude Max in New Jersey 
and Ethel Zitserman in New 
York; and two grandchildren. 

The funeral was held Nov. 21 
at Adas Israel Synagogue, 
Robeson Street. Burial was in 
the Hebrew Cemetery, 
McMahon Road. The family 
was assisted with the arrange
ments by Sugerman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

NATALIE GERSHMAN 
PHOENIX, Ariz. - Natalie 

Gershman, 95, a retired book
keeper, died Nov. 14 at Kivel 
Care Center, Phoenix. 

She was the wife of the late 
Louis Gershman. Born in Aus
tria, a daughter of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Norbert Ravitz, she 
came to Providence when she 
was 14 and had lived in Paw
tucket for 10 years before mov
ing to Arizona in 1986. 

She was the payroll manager 
at the former School House 
Candy for many years. 

She was a member of the 
Women' s Associa tion at the 
former Jewish Home for the 
Aged, and Hadassah, and a 
former member of Temple 
Emanu-El. She loved to knit and 
donated many of her articles to 
local temple gift shops. 

She leaves a daughter, Laura 
Levin of Sun City West Ariz., 
and three grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren and a 
great-great-grandchild. 

A graveside service was held 
Nov. 16 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The family was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dern;e. 

DIANA GOLDSTEIN 
PROVIDENCE - Diana 

Goldstein, of Tenth Street, a 
member of numerous Jewish 
organizations, died Nov. 18 at 
Hillside Health Care. She was 
the wife of the late Sidney 
Goldstein. 

Born in Central Falls, she was 
a daughter of the late Piney and 
Anna (Yablonsky) Feital. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, a life member of its 
Sisterhood, and a member of its 
Leisure Club. 

She was a past board mem
ber and life member of Miriam 
Hospital Women's Association, 
a life member of the Jewish 
Home for the Aged, where she 
volunteered in the gift shop, 
and a member of the Women's 
Division of the Jewish Federa
tion, and the Rhode Island Jew
ish Historical Association. 

She leaves a daughter, Hannah 
Kesslen of Nashua, N.H., and 
three grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She was the 
sister of the late Bessie Gleckman, 
and Gates, Samuel, Louis and 
Abraham Feital. 

The funeral service was held 
Nov. 20 in Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. In lieu of flowers, 

contributions may be made to 
The Barbara Rosen Music Fund 
at the Miriam Hospital 
Women's Association, 164Sum
mit Ave., Providence, R.L 02906. 
The family was assisted with 
the arrangements by Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

SELMA W. GRAN OFF 
PROVIDENCE - Selma W 

(Woodman) Grano££, 83, of Sixth 
Street, died Nov. 17 at Miriam 
Hospital. 

She was the wife of the late 
G . Sidney Grano££. Born in 
Providence, a daughter of the 
late David and Jessie (Resnick) 
Woodman, she had been a resi
dent of Delray Beach, Fla., for 
many years, and had main
tained a summer residence in 
Providence. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El and the Cranston Se
niors Guild. She was a pas t 
president of the local B' na i 
B' rith Chapter. 

She leaves a son, Bruce R. 
Grano££ of Snellville, Ga.; a sis
ter, Ruth Cerel of Warwick; and 
three grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held 
Nov. 19 at Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to 
American Cancer Society, 400 
Main St., Pawtucket, R.L 02860. 
The family was assisted with 
the arrangements by Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

EDYS MARKOVITZ 
PROVIDENCE - Edys 

(Teper) Markovitz, 83, formerly 
of Taber Avenue, a retired ad
ministrative assistant, died Nov. 
16 at Epoch on Blackstone Bou
levard. She was the wife of the 
late Samuel Markovitz. 

Born in Ukraine, a daughter 
of the late Abraham and Sheiva 
Teper, she moved to Montreal 
when she was 6, and had lived 
in Providence since 1946. 

She worked in the theater 
department of Brown Univer
sity and had been an adminis
trative assistant at Providence 
Hebrew Day School. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El and one of its 
Havurah groups, and the Jew
ish Community Center of 
Rhode Island, where she taught 
a class in conversational Yid
dish. 

She was also a member of the 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Museum and the Museum of 
Natural History, New York City. 

She leaves a daughter, 
Deborah Kidder of Seattle; two 
sons, Morry Markovitz of New 
York ·city and Aaron Markovitz 
of Denver; and a grandchild. 
She was the sister of the late 
Sarah Markowitz. 

A graveside service was held 
Nov. 19 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. In lieu of flow
ers, contributions may be made 
to Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave., Providence, R.L 02906. 
The family was assisted with 
the arrangements by Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

Are You Dealing With Family Grief? 
Friends Way provides support services for children (ages 3 

to 18) and adults following the death of a loved one. Call Jenni
fer Kaplan at 454-5445 for information. 
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Amid The Quiet, 
Time to Speak 

(Continued from Page 3) 

nerability, Washington is at 
work. Both the White House 
and Congress are trying to fight 
back with a double-edged 
sword - fighting terrorism 
abroad while enhancing secu
rity at home. 

Some have suggested that 
the Jewish community mute its 
response to developments re
lated to the ongoing war against 
terror. But the Jewish commu
nity has an important role to 
play on both of these fronts, and 
it should do so without hesita
tion. 

Jews - in Israel and around 
the world - have been targets 
of terror for decades. We have 
followed it, studied it and pain
fully felt its evil. We have long 
understood its insidious d e
signs and have seen through its 
political camouflage. We have, 
to be sure, long suffered the in
ternational comm unity's 
naivete, hypocrisy, ignorance, 
apathy, and worse in battling 
this scourge. 

Surely, there are sensitivities 
in volved here of the utmost 
importance. The United States 
has undertaken an unprec
edented step in meaningfully 
combating terrorism, and its 
coali tional efforts - by all ac
counts, a key element of the 
strategy - should not be jeop
ardized or undermind. 

But Jews are not disinter
ested parties. We have a life and 
dea th stake in the concduct and 
outcome of this battle. Osama 
bin Laden wasted no time in 
proclaiming that Jews, wher
ever they may be found, will 
suffer the consequences of his 
hysterical hatred. We cannot sit 
by idly. We must find our voice. 

We must reject the canard 
that somehow Israel is to blame 
for hatred and ter rorism di
rected against the U.S. We must
make clear that American pres
sure to force talks or to accept 
the reality of a Palestinian ter
rorist groups - and the fronts 
that support them - will be 
included among the targets of 
the war on terrorism. 

We must express our concern 
about including state support-

. ers of terrorism in the coalition 
and pushing the effort to make 
Syria a member of the U.N. Se
curity Council. 

We must say all this, not be
cause it simply serves our pa
rochial interests. We should say 
it because it is integral to the 
fight against terrorism and to 
the United States stated objec
tives in this campaign. 

The American Jewish com
munity cannot remain silent. 
We must speak to the president 
and our political leaders clearly 
and unequivocally, firmly and 
in candor. Carefully, too. Qui
etly, if possible. With discretion 
and prudence. But we cannot 
afford to remain silent at this 
critical juncture in our people's 
history. 

If we do, the price may be 
very high, G-d forbid . 

Am Echad Resources . Abba 
Cohen is Agudath Israel of 
America's Washington office direc
tor and counsel. 

FEATURE 
CAT SITTING 

EAST SIDE CAT SITTING SERVICE -
"Loving Care When You Can't Be There' 
(401) 272-0557, Rebecca Gessow 

11 /22/01 

COMPUTER SERVICES 

YOUR HOME MACINTOSH computer not 
doing everything you want? Try my MAC 
OBEDIENCE TRAINING (trains both 
owner and "per). Jim (401) 521-9097. 

12/27/01 

DRIVING SERVICES 

AVAILABLE FOR DRIVING TO: a. doc
tor appointments, b. shopping, c. errands. 
Please call Barbara for availability and 
rates (401) 861 -5115. 12/6/01 

ENTERTAINMENT 

MURDER MYSTERIES, JEWISH
THEMED OR GENERIC. Musical cabaret 
program also available. Call WhoDunnit, 
(508) 336-8873. 11 /29/01 

GENERAL HELP WANTED 

ACCESS TO COMPUTER? Put it to work, 
up to $25-$75 hr. part time/lull time. 
www.moneyishere.com 1-888-857-2733. 

12/6/01 

MEALSITE ASSISTANT 
WANTED 

JFS KOSHER MEALSITE - Responsi
bilities include assisting mealsite coordi
nator with set-up, serving and clean-up 
at the Jewish Family Service Kosher 
Mealsite in Cranston. Pays $8i'hour for 18-
hour week. Call Jewish Family Service at 
(401) 331-1244 to arrange an interview. 
Equal Opportunity Employer 11 /29/01 

Call The Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald for 
advertising rates. 

724-0200 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKORSKI PHOTOGRAPHY -821-7639 
Specializing in weddings and bar/bat 
mitzvahs. Book your next event and re
ceive an 11x14 FREE. 2/28/02 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND STERLING trays, 
tea sets, flatware, serving pieces, etc. 
Doesn't have to be polished. We also buy 
china, glass, furniture and many other 
household items. Central Exchange An
tiques (7~1) 344-6763. Call anytime. 

11 /29/01 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost 
$3 for 15 words or less. Additional 
words cost 12 cents each. Payment 
must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is 
scheduled to appear. This newspa
per will not, knowingly, accept any ad
vertising for real estate which is in vio
lation of the R.I. FairHousingActand 
Section 804(c) of title VIII of the 1968 
Civil Rights Act. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwelling/ 
housing accommodations advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The R. I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

Copies of the Herald 
are available at. .. 

Barney's, Oaklawn Ave. 

Borders Book Shop, Garden City Ctr. 
Rainbow Bakery and Cafe, 

Reservoir Ave. 

Barney's, East Avenue, Pawtucket 

Coffee Exchange, Wickenden St. 

College Hill Book Store , Thayer St. 

Eastside Marketplace, Pitman St. 

East Side Prescription Center 

Rhoda's Judaica, Hope St. 
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Memorial Wall Honors Jewish War Vets 

even more impressive in the 
wake of the many obstacles 
Levin and his committee faced, 
including a two month delay 
w hen the group collected more 
names than they bargained for, 
as well as construction delays 
suffered when a pre-existing 
structure was found at the con
struction site. Construction of 
the wall finished early Friday 
afternoon, just a day and a half 
before the unveiling ceremony. 
"At times we never thought 
we'd get this off the ground," 
Levin said. "It was very close." 

Levin dedicated the wall to 

(Continued from Page 1) 

what these brave [veterans] 
have done." 

Rep. James Langevin, like 
many of the speakers that morn
ing, had been a personal col
league of Levin's. Langevin re
marked that "Jewish soldiers 
have played a role in every war 
back to the American revolu
tion." Cranston Mayor John 
O'Leary said that "freedom is 
not free at all, but is bought 
through the sacrifices of men 
and women." 

Levin asked the many units 
who fought in the Second World 
War to rise, and thanked them 

A PLAQUE IN MEMORY of Major General Leonard Holland 
rests before the wall. 

granted $50,000 to the wall's 
construction. 

Richard Holland, son of 
Former Major General Leonard 
Holland, adjutant general of the 
R.I. National Guard, donated 
$25,000 in his father's name. His 
father was reappointed by five 
different governors and was the 
highest ranking veteran in the 
state of Rhode Island, and the 
only Jewish major general in 
U.S. history. 

Many of the speakers' com
ments cycled back to the war 
against terrorism. Major Gen
eral Reginald A. Centracchio, 
the current adjutant general, 
said that war veterans have "set 
the standard for this genera
tion." "We will win this war on 
terrorism," he said. "G-d bless 
America." 

Rabbi George Astrachan, 
rabbi emeritus of Temple Sinai 
in Cranston, gave the invoca
tion and led those assembled in 
a special kaddish for all the 
fallen veterans. Cantor Remmie 
Brown of Temple Sinai in Cran
ston sang "America, the Beau
tiful ," and veteran Miriam 
Miller led the pledge of alle
giance. The Rhode Island Na
tional Guard played taps and 
fired shots in to the air at the 
ceremony's end. 

Herald photos by 
Jon Rubin 

(RIGHT TO LEFf} Major General Reginald A. Centracchio helps 
Richard Holland lay a memorial wreath upon the marker dedi
cated to his fa ther, Former Major General and Adjutant General 
Leonard Holland. 

" the men and women who 
served our coun try. .. who came 
back and had a fruitful life and 
did their best to make Rhode 
Island a great state." In turn, 
and despite his polite objec
tions, the Memorial Wall Com
mittee dedica ted the wall itself 
to Levin and his tireless efforts. 

for their efforts. "We fought and 
die d on the beaches of 
Normandy .. . we fought the Na
zis ... we freed Dacha u ." The 
wall 's existence is more impor
tant now today than ever, Levin 
said, si nce WWII veterans 
"have become an endangered 
species." 

ltrf\ ~~ ; , {11~ t 
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Levin called attention to the 
veterans of many wars, includ
ing the Korean war ("the forgot
ten war") and the Vietnam war, 
which he described as "the de
spised war" where veterans 
"came home to a disenchanted 
public," as well as the wars in 
Bosnia and the Persian Gulf. 

,,~~ 
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Numerous members of state 
legislature who were present 
repeatedly praised the efforts of 
both the Jewish War Veterans 
and the spirit behind what the 
wall stood for. Sen. Jack Reed 
credited Levin's "irrepressible 
spirit" as being integral to the 
wall's completion, and praised 
the "extraordinary efforts" of 
the Jewish War Veterans in fa
cilitating its construction. Sen . . 
Lincoln Chafee remarked that 
" decades from now, young 
Americans will ga in strength, 
purpose and d irection fro m 

The wall's construction was 
funded by numerous small do
nors, and a few major dona
tions, including $10,000 and 
$30,000. Sen. Reed, with the as
sistance of Sen . Chafee, peti
ti one d a b ill tha t recently 

WOMEN VETERANS in attendance at the Wall's dedication. 

(LEFT TO RIGHT) Sen. Lincoln Chafee, Sen. Jack Reed, Rabbi George Astrachan, Irving Levin 
and Cantor Remmie Brown 

Irving Levin, center, stands before the unveiled names of Jew
ish war veterans. U.S. Rep. James Langevin is seated at left. 


