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Divine Mercy or Divine Wrath? 

'Yo Quiero Hafsakah' 
Yisroel Yavner, who is in the eighth grade, does an imper

sonation of his Spanish teacher at the PHDS Poetry Night. More 
on page 4. Herald Plwto by Jon Rubin 

Capital Punishment in the Jewish Tradition -------
by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor With the semi-pubHc ex

ecution of Timothy 
McVeigh, the institution 
of capital punishment is 

once again in the limelight . 
How have Jews, who have been 
e ns laved and mercil ess ly 
slaughtered fro m generation to 
genera tion, felt about the death 
pena lty hi stori ca lly, both to
wards themselves and, in cases 
of Jewish sovereignty, towards 
non-) ews as well? The Jewish 
view on capital punishment is 
predictably complex in its struc
ture, scope, and implementa
tion throughout history, and af
ter all these millenia a single, 
universal viewpoint is a chal
lenge to find . 

As expected with an issue 
like the dea th penalty, the an
swers are often not very pretty. 
Observe a scene in Leviticus: An 
Israelite, while fighting with an
other man, utters G-d's name in 
a blasphemous manner. This man 
is taken before Moses, who is told 
by G-d to ... stone the offender to 
death . "If he pronounces the 
name LORD, he shall be put to 
dea th. The whole community 
shall stone him, stranger or citi
zen, if he has thus pronounced 
the Name, he shall be put to 
death." (Leviticus 24:14) 

The offenses punishable by 
<lea th in the Torah are numer
ous - murder, adultery, incest, 

unlawful sexual acts, idolatry, 
desecration of the Sabba th, 
w itchcraft, kidnapping, and 
striking or dishonoring one's 
pa rents . If these las t two of
fenses seem minor in compari
son to the res t, Moses 
Maimonides offers the fo Uow
ing explanation from his Guide: 
"These three ... [the] stubborn 
and rebellious son, a kidnapper 
and a thief, will [someday] be
come shedders of blood ." 

"You shall not pollute 
the land in which you 
live, for blood pollutes 
the land, and the land 
can have no expiation 
for blood that is shed 
upon it, except by the 

blood of him who shed 
it." Numbers 35:33 

Putting the offender to death 
serves multiple purposes - it 
consoles the community; it acts 
as a deterrent for potential crimi
nals, and it is said that it redeems 
both murderer and the land it
self. The Torah says that acts of 
violence contaminate the actual 
ea rth itse lf, and tha t only 
through retribution can the land 
by purified again. " .. . You shall 

not pollute the land in which you 
live, for blood pollutes the land, 
and the land can have no expia
tion for blood that is shed upon 
it, except by the blood of him 
who shed it." (Numbers 35:33) 

Murder in the Bible is seen as 
one of the greatest sins, a sin 
tha t leaves a s ta in upon the 
·communi ty and upon the earth 
itself. In Genesis, w hen Cain 
kills his brother Abel, G-d says 
that, "Your brother's blood cries 
out to me fro m the ground ! 
Therefo re, you shall be more 
cursed than the ground which 
opened its mouth to rece ive 
your brother 's blood." (Genesis 
4:10-11) Judaism's focus oft life 
is such that we are told that he 
who destroys one life has de
stroyed a whole world . 

Depending on the severity of 
the crime, Jewish capital punish
ment was either determined by 
a small beit din of 23 members, 
or at the Holy Temple before the 
Great Sanhedrin of 71 members. 
Rabbi Mitchell Levine of Con
gregation Beth Sholom in Provi
dence remarked that in certain 
times, "G-d [also] ordered the 
appointment of a king, who 
[was] authorized to impose a 
sentence of death for the sake of 
social welfare .. . " 

There are primarily two pe
riods in Jewish history that have 
different takes on the death pen
alty - the pre-Sinatic and the 

(Continued on Page 9) 

18 Grads Receive Diplomas at Alperin Schechter Day School 
by Jon Rubin 

Herald Editor 
On June 10, the graduates of 

the Alpe rin Schechter Day 
School walked into the main 
sanctuary of Temple Emanu
El.... to the music of the Beatles 
song "My Life." Eighteen eighth
grade students, possessing a 
wide spectrums of talents, abili
ties, interests and aspirations, all 
wore blue robes and big smiles 
as they received their diplomas. 
This year's graduates were: 

Aaron Abrams, Shira Adler, 
Benjamin Beraha, Rustam 
Dinov, Ruth Furman, Regina 
Golden berg, Tanya Coman, 
Bruce Kaufman, Miriam Klein, 
Chloe Licht, Maia Masuda, 
Zachary Matusow, Hannah 
Mellion, Narkiss Pressburger, 
James Rotenberg, Anna Siradzi, 
Jessica Spe llun, and Shira 
Tevah. 

The students lead the room 
in the Minhah prayer service. 
Each graduate also took a mo
ment to address the question, 
"Wha t is holiness?" Each gave 
a persona l response, and gave 

answers such as keeping the 
Shabbat, assisting those in need 
and in hunger, and even avoid
ing companies who utilize slave 
labor or unfair business prac
tices. 

This year's gradu ation 
speaker was· Schechter Alum
nus Adam Cutler, who gradu
ated from Schechter in 1988 and 
who currently evaluates Biotech 
stocks for Bank of America Se
curities in New York City. He 
told the students how lucky 
they we re to possess the 
"strength of a Schechter educa
tion," as well as the friendship 
of each other and the Jewish 
community to support them. 

The class gift to the school 
was a slide projector and a set 
of classroom maps of Israel. 

Head of School Dr. Penney 
Stein addressed the excited 
graduates as the ceremo ny 
closed. "Here at Alper in 
Schechter," she sa id, "we have 
immersed you in the past to pre
pare you for your future .. . To
day is your day. This is you r 
time. This is your moment." 

MAIA MASUDA, Deborah Furman and Chleo Licht flash smiles at the ASDS graduation. Herald 

1,hoto by Jou Rubiu 
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HAPPENINGS 
-r 

£nt=trtainm=t .11t f@r 
Childr=t n 

The Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Provi
dence, announces the following activities. Call 273-KIDS. 

June 24 Through July 1 

24 Summer Daze. 1 to 3 p .m. Kids 3 and up play a silly in
door version of everyone's favorite summer lawn game. 
Play badminton using tiny racquets and colorful balloons. 

25 Creati ve Studio. 10 a. m . to noon. Kids 3 and up create 
amazing works of art w ith a variety of materials - re
cycle cool things folks might throw away. 

26 Play & Learn. 1 to 2:30 p .m . Preschoolers, ages 2 to 4, 
play gam es and explo re the n ooks and crannies of 
Littlewoods. 

27 Discover! 10 and 11 a. m . What makes a light bulb light? 
Children age 5 and up use a soda can to make a working 
flashlight and investigate electrical circuits! 

28 Building Bridges. 10 and 11 a.m . "London Bridge is fall
ing down" ... or maybe not! H ave you ever wondered 
w hy most bridges don' t fall down? Kids 5 and up are 
engineers for a day and experiment to build s t rong 
bridges! 

29 Preschool Picnic. 9:40 a.m . to 1:50 p.m . The Museum's 
Preschool Friday series (June 1 to July 20) continues as 
preschoolers, ages 3 to 5, welcome the warm months of 
summer! Join in stories, games and songs and sample 
summer nibbles. Each session is 20 minutes long. Pre
registration is recommended fo r this popular eight-week 
series. Call 273-KIDS, ext. 234 for enrollment informa
tion . There may be space available for walk-in registra
tion for individual sessions. There is a $1 fee above the 
price of admission for walk-in registration. Please check 
at the admissions desk. 

30 Domino Dynamo. 1 to 3 p .m . Kids 5 and up fill the map 
of Rhode Is land in The Children's Garden w ith 1,000 
dominoes. Make amazing domino chains that spiral, zig
zag and snake. 

July 
1 CVS / Pharmacy Free Sunday. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p .m. The mu

seum is open fo r free on the first Sunday of every month. 
Fami lies can p lay, learn and have fun together in the 
museum's hands-on exhibits, all free of charge. Sponsored 
by CVS / pharmacy. 
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Calendar: June 22 Through June 28 
22 The last nights for "The Last Night of Ballyhoo," by the Community Players, w ill be 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday a t Jenks Junior H igh School on Division Street in Pawtucket. 
Performances are at 8 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. on Sunday. For reservations or 
information, call 726-6860. · 

The Stars of David invites Jewish adoptive famili es to its Shabbat barbecue a t the Seekonk 
Swim and Tennis Club at 2 p. m. Please R.S.V.P. call Roberta Schneider at 431-0728. 

Gardens Open, a tour through the houses and gardens of Providence's historic Elmwood 
district, takes place June 22 and 23, from 10 a.m . to 4 p.m. For tickets and other information, 
call 253-2707 or visi t <www.blithewold .org>. 

The University of Rhode Island hosts the World Scholar-Athlete Games. The games, be
ing held fo r the third time, are in tended to p romote understanding, acceptance and fri end
ship among the youth of the world. For more information, contact the Institute for Interna
tional Sport at 874-5088 o r visit <www.interna tionalsport.com>. 

23 Farewell luncheon for Rabbi Mark Bloom will be held following Shabbat serv ices on June 
23 at Temple Torat Yisrael. To R.S.V.P. call Temple Torat Yisrael a t 785-1800. The temple is 
located at 330 Park Ave., Cranston. 

John Lith gow appears at the Providence Performing Arts Center fo r one night only a t 7 
p. m. The show wi ll be a fun family concert wi th audience interaction. PPAC is located at 
220 Weybosset St., Providence. Call 421-ARTS or vis it <www.ppacri.org>. 

K&S Music will sponsor a ballroom dance at the Knights o f Columbus Hall, 1047. Park 
Ave., Cranston, fro m 7 p. m. to midnigh t. Admission is $10. Call Kathy a t 821-4108. 

The 22nd annual Chorus of Westerly Summer Pops Concert w ill start a t 8 p.m. at Wilcox 
Park on Broad St. in Westerly. The show will fea ture the 200 voice chorus, the Boston Festi
val orchestra and w ill end with Tchaikovsky's "1812 Overture" complete w ith fireworks. 
Call 596-8663. 

The Narragansett Art Festival w ill be held in Veterans' Memorial Park on June 23 and 24. 
Call 783-1770 fo r more information. 

24 Temple Beth-El of Fall River wi ll hold a gala celebra tion honoring Cantor Richard Wolberg, 
for 25 years of dedica ted service. For reservations, send a check fo r $25 to Temple Beth-EI; 
385 High Street, Fall River, MA 02720. Call (508) 674-3529. 

Fourth annual Sovereign Music Festival will be held a t the Newport Yachting Center, 4 
Commercial Wharf, Newport, from 5 to 10 p.m. Enjoy a legendary Newport sunset while 
world-class artists perform on the wa terfron t. Call 846-1600. 

25 The JCCRI hosts the AARP's 55 Alive Driver Safety Program today and June 26 from 10 
a. m. to 3 p.m. The JCCRI is located at 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Cal l Sue at 861-8800. 

26 "Bye Bye Birdie" on stage a t Theatre-By-The-Sea from June 26 to July 22. Call 782-8587 for 
times and prices. Theatre-By-The-Sea is located at 365 Cards Pond Road, Matunuck. 

27 The Rhode Island Committee for the Humanities sponsors a lecture by Sue Maden called 
"Ferreting Out Local His tory," to be held at 7 p.m . a t the Attleboro Industrial Museum. For 
information, call Kathleen McAreavey at (508) 222-3918. 

28 The Ed en Garden Club will hold a meeting at 1 p .m . at EPOCH, 353 Blackstone Boulevard, 
Providence. For information call Fran Sadler at 942-7796. 

Perspectives hosts a gathering of young Jewish professionals, both married and single, a t 
J.G. Goff's Pub, Point Street in Providence, a t 8 p.m. For information, call Toby Fingeroth at 
433-4554. 

JCCRI Performing Arts Camp is 
More Than Just 'Child's Play' 

For three weeks this summer, July 9 to 27, children in grades two through six will have the thrill of 
being stars in the Performing Arts Camp at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island. By popular 
demand, the theater camp has been expanded and w ill be led by returning p rofessionals in the fields 
of dram a and dance. 

Xenia Walker has been teaching dram a in performing art schools, children's programs and camps 
for 15 years. A graduate of Skidmore College, she received her Master's degree in teaching at Brown 
University. Walker has taught music and drama at Providence Country Day and the All Children's 
Theatre and is an English teacher in Providence. 

Laura Bennett, a native Rhode Island, is a freelance dancer, choreographer, and educator. Since 
the age of 3, she has performed in theater, dance, and musical p roductions. She trained at H arlem 
Dance Studio and graduated from Brown University. She has dan ced in a variety of venues in works 
by numerous choreographers and her own choreography has been performed throughout the North
east. Bennett has taught dance and thea ter in a range of settings, including the American Dan ce 
Festival and the New York State Summer School of the Arts dance program. Currently she is work
ing with the American Dance Legacy Institute. 

Campers working with Bennett and Walker w ill build their theater experience through script
wri ting and s tage planning, vocal and physical warm-up exercises, improvisation, movement and 
articulation. The three-week program will culminate w ith an original final production. 

For more information or fo r registration materials, call Charlie Lurie, 861-8800, ext. 147 or e-mail 
<clurie@jccri.org>. 
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OPINION 
The Power of Perception: birthright israel: Reclaiming 

a Sense of Peoplehood · Shabbat Parashat Shelach by Leonard Saxe largest groups are sponsored by 
Hillel campus organiza tions, 
but many other sponsors are 
involved . Participants spend 10 
days in Israel - visiting histori
cal and religious sites from the 
Golan Heights to the Western 
Wall to the Negev - and learn 
about traditional and modern 
Israel. 

by Rabbi Bradley Artson 
Moses instructs twelve spies, 

one for each of Israel's tribes, to 
investigate the characteristics of 
the land the people are about to 
enter. They travel throughout 
the land of Israel d u ring the 
course of 40 days, and they re
turn to the camp bearing an 
enormous load of the fruit of the 
land. Yet when they return, their 
testimony is contradictory. On 
the one hand, they assert that 
the land is one which "flows 
with milk and honey," a land 
bounteous and ferti le. On the 
other hand, they also insist that 
the people in the land are giants 
- nefillim - who cause the 
hearts of those who see them to 
collapse. Based on the perceived 
strength of the inhabitants, the 
spies urge Israel not to occupy 
the land, despite the assurances 
of G-d and of Moses that they 
would do so successfully. Alone 
am ong the sp ies, Caleb and 
Joshua assert, with complete 
faith, that Israel should enter 
and take the land immediately. 

What is striking about the 
spies' report is the central role 
of subjectivity in any report of 
reality. What mattered to them 
was not a simple compilation of 
facts, bu t rather an in ternal 
sense of what those facts mean : 

"We looked like grasshoppers 
to ourselves, and so we must 
h ave looked to them ." The 
spies, faced with the sight of 
fortified cities and armed sol
diers, looked at each other. And 
what they imagined revealed a 
lack of imagina tion, a failure of 
VISIOn. 

Ra ther than env isioning 
themselves as carried by G-d' s 
promise, sustained by the cov
enant of Israel, they became 
overwhelmed by the facts as 
they appeared on the surface. 
Caleb, on the other hand, saw 
the same facts and refused to 
bow before them. Infused with 
passion, conviction and Torah, 
he intended to shape reali ty to 
conform to his vision. And his 
vision was one of a faithful Is
rael, led by a loving G-d, occu
pyin g the land of its promise. 
The fac ts looked glum- they 
demonstrated just how unlikely 
Israel's occupation of the land 
would be. Yet Caleb, with his 
idealism and his energy, proved 
to be correct. 

The hi story of the Jewish 
people is the continuing saga of 
the power of ideas to alter sta
tistics. One hundred years ago, 
no one expected traditional 
forms of Judaism to survive-
yet-there are now kosher baker-
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ies and butchers flourishing in Less than 48 hours after the 
communities throughout North tragic bombing in Tel-Aviv that 
America, and Conservative and killed 20 young Israelis, the first 
Orthodox trends within Juda- of nearly 3,000 young Diaspora 
ism remain strong. In the time Jews landed in Tel-Aviv as part 
of Maimonides (12th Century of the birthright israel program. 
Egypt}, people wrote of the de- Debate had been intense about 
mise of Judaism, only to have whether the safety of those vis
their predictions ignored . iting could be assured, and 

Wh en the Temple o f sharp differences emerged be
Solomon was destroyed and the tween those in North America 
Jews were exiled, few would and those in Israe l. North 
have expected the su rvival of Americans questioned the wis
our people. Yet we are still thriv- <lorn of sendi ng youth, while 
ing, some 2,500 years later. We those in Israel, saw the arrival 
have witnessed the rise and fall of birthright israel partici pants 
of Egyp t ians, H itti tes, as an acceptable risk. Despite 
Babylonians, Assyrians, Greeks, the bombing, it appears now 
Romans, the Holy Roman Em- that more than 70 percent of ex
pire, the British Empire, and the peeled participants d id come 
Ottoman Empire, just to name after all . 
a few. They rose and fell, and we The progenitor of this ambi-
remain. tious program is former Justice 

As the 20 th psalm exults: M in is ter and auth or, Yoss i 
"They ~tumble and fall, but we Bellin . In His Brother's Keeper, 
rise and stand firm." That there Bellin argued that the relation
are still Jews who care abou t ship between Diaspora and ls
Judaism is a statistical impossi- raeli Jews needed a new foun
bility. dation, one based on a "partner-

Yet we are still here, s till pas- ship of equals" and a strength
sionate and still Jewish. These- ened Jewish identi ty. He pro
cret weapon of our survival is posed tha t ever y yo un g 
our continuing excitement and Diaspora Jew have the chance 
fascination with our ideas. Pas- to reclaim their birthright and 
sionate about our relationship visit Israel on an educa tiona l 
with G-d, thrilled with the chal- trip paid for by the Jewish com
lenge of d oing mitzvot, ener- munity. Philanthropists Charles 
gized by the values and ethics Bronfman and Mi chael 
that form the core of our rich Steinhardt embraced his pro
inheritance, we make ourselves posal, providing initial funding 
eternal by linking our identi ty and leadership to develop birth
to the One who is eternal. The right israel, known in Hebrew 
Psalmist explains that "some as Taglit (Discovery). 
tru s t in cha riots, others in Since the program w as 
horses, bu t we honor the name launched , nearl y 50,000 
of the Lord our G-d ." In the pro- Diaspora Jews between the ages 
cess, we show the obsession of 18 and 26 applied to go to Is
wi th "facts" and statistics to be rael. The sole condition was that 
lacking. Through passion and applicants had not previously 
conviction, we mold mere real- gorie on an educa tiona l trip. 
ityto matchour vaunteddream. Nearly 20,000 young Jews, 

Rabbi Bradley Shavit Ar/son is mostly college students from 
the Dean of the Ziegler School of North America, were selected 
Rabbinic Studies at the University and have now participated . The 

Our consistent finding is that 
the program is tremendously 
powerful. Participants, who 
range from those without any 
Jewish education to day school 
graduates, and who refl ect the 
denominational diversity of the 
North American Jewish com
m unity, un iform ly describe 
their birthright experience as 
ex traordina rily meaning ful. 
And when we compare partici
pants and non-participants, the 
find ings show that participants 
have stronger Jewish identities 
and feel a love of Israel that's 
not evident amongst those who 
didn' t go. 

That these findings should be 
obtained shortly af ter partici
pants return from Israel may 
not be surprising. What is also 
now clear is that the effects last 
over time. We recently surveyed 
those who had applied for the 
"launch" program, 14 months 
after their trips. For partici
pants, their ratings of the trip 
were as positive after one year 
as they were after three months. 
Many participants told us that 
the experience was as ''viv id,.. 
today as it was when they re
turned. 

Perhaps the most significant 
question is why the trip has had 
such impact. My working hy
pothesis is that birthright israel 
provides pa rticipants with a 
group experience that is miss
ing from their highly indjvidu
alistic and assimila ted li ves. 
From the moment they board 
the plane, through their experi-

(Continued on Page 15) 

of Judaisrr 

-Blessings For Success-
Last week's parsha, Shela ch, 

begins with the story of the 12 
spies, which Moshe sent to ex
plore the promised land. 

Although G-d told the Jew
ish people that the land flows 
with milk and honey, they had 
their doubts. They wanted con
firmation that the land was in
deed as good as G-d promised. 
They ga the red before 
Moshe and demanded 
that spies be sent to check 
the land . 

In response, G-d said to 
Moshe, "Send to you spies 
that they may spy the land 
of Canaan which I gave to 
the children of Israel." G
d instructs Moshe to 
choose one person per 
tribe, for a total of 12 men. 

In the previous parsha, 
Beha'alotcha, we read that G-d 
told Moshe, "Gather unto Me 70 
men of the elders of Israel .. . and 
I will take of the spirit which is 
upon you and I will put it upon 
them and they shall bear the bur
den of the people with you ... " 

Our sages ask, why, in this 
parsha, does G-d tell Moshe, 
"send to you," but in parshat 
Beha'alotcha He says, "ga ther 
unto me?" 

They reply with the follow
ing pa rable : Whenever the 
wealthy owner of a vineyard 
saw that the season's wine was 
very good, he told his workers 
"bring the wine to my cellar. But 
when he saw tha t the w ine 
turned sour he said to his em
ployees, "bring the wine to your 
cellars." 

Simila rly, the 70 elders 
whom G-d chose in the previ-

Torah Today 

ous pariahs to support Moshe 
were righteous. Therefore, G-d 
said "Gather unto Me. 

But in the case of the spies, 
g-d knew that the spies would 
turn against t:J:,e land. Therefore 
he said to Moshe, "I would have 
preferred that the Jewish people 
trust in My promise to give 
them the land and that the land 
is good . But if they want you to 
send the spies I don' t object. 
Thus, G-d says "send to you," 
showing his d ispleasure for the 
p lan; "it is fo r you (the people) 

that you send the sp ies, not for 
"Me." 

Indeed, when the spies came 
back 40 days later, 10 of them 
gave a negative report, discour
aging the people from going 
into the land. As a tragic result 
of their lack of faith in G-d, no 
one of that generation (except 
the Levites, Joshua, Kalev, and 

the women) entered into 
Israel. Instead, the Jewish 
people had to spend the 
next 40 years wandering 
in the Sinai desert; a year 
for each day that the spies 
were away. Only the next 
generation merited to en
ter into the Holy Land. 

The story of the spies 
took pl ace ove r 3,000 

years ago, but the lesson of the 
story applies today. This story 
teaches us that true faith in G
d bring good results not only 
spiritually but also materially. 
It reinforces the worlds of the 
Torah that observing G-d 's 
mitzvot and performing good 
deeds brings about blessings 
for success even agai nst the 
most overwhelmjng odds. 

Submitted by Rabbi Yoss i 
Laufer ofCHAl Ce11ter ofC/wbad 
of West Bay, Wanvick. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
One Voice 

by Susan Adler 
Recently, I experienced two wonderful events that I wanted to 

share with the community. Both of these experiences involve two 
of our many volunteers. 

On June 13, 2001 Cantor Judy Seplowin of Temple Beth-El, per
formed at Rosewood Manor. Cantor Seplowin volunteers each 
month for the Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island program that goes 
to different facilities. As Cantor Seplowin was singing the resi
dents clapped, sang and even danced to a variety of songs. One 
particular gentleman who has not spoken in a long time was able 
to verbally express to Cantor Seplowin that he enjoyed himself. 
This was the most pure form of Todah Rabah. 

Bob Starr, president of the CJ Fox Company, has been leading 
Shabbat services at Epoch on the Boulevard, an assisted living fa
cility, as a volunteer for the JERI program. The residents w ho live 
at Laurelmead also participate. 

On one particular Friday afternoon, all that attended experienced 
a very meaningful and spiritual Shabbat service. As Bob sang the 
following words in Hebrew one of the participants who is legally 
blind sang along, strictly from memory with her angelic voice. She 
sang the song in Hebrew and these are the poetic words translated . 

Help us, 0 G-D, to lie down in peace; 
But teach us that peace means more than quiet. 
Remind us that if we are to be at peace at night, 
We must take heed how we live by day. 
Grant us the peace that comes from honest dealing, 
So that no fear of discovery will haunt our sleep. 
Rid us of resentments and hatreds 
Which rob us of the peace we crave. 
Liberate us from enslaving habits 
Which disturb us and give us no rest. 
May we inflict no pain, bring no shame, -
And seek no profit by another's loss. 
May we so live that we can face 
The whole work with serenity. 
May we feel no remorse at night 
For what we have done during the day. , 

May we lie down in peace tonight, 
And awaken tomorrow to a richer and fuller life. 

Both of these experiences show the depth of familiar Judaic 
songs, the commitment of our volunteers, the power of the spiri
tua l need to reach out to our Jewish seniors. 

Each and every single one of us who witnessed and felt moved 
by these two experiences know how special a feeling this is to our 
Jewish seniors but also to ourselves fulfilling that mitzvah as a 
volunteer. 

Thank you not only to Bob Starr and Cantor Judy Seplowin, 
but also to all of our volunteers. If you wou ld like to reach out to 
one of our Jewish Seniors please call Susan Adler at 621-5374. 

Susan Adler is director of Jewish Eldercare of Rhode Island, a pro
gram of Jewish Seniors Agency. 

The Other Perspective 
by Jamie Leiter 

"Perspectives Does the Goff'' 

I know what you're thinking, but no, it is not a dance. On Thurs
day, June 28, Perspectives is spending the night at Goff's Pub on 
Point St. in Providence. The night should to be action-packed and 
full of people meeting other people. So put that night on hold and 
come down to Goff's at 8 P.M. We will be expecting you! 

The Mission of Perspectives is to provide a social outlet and a re
source for Jewish Adults in their twenties and thirties and to offer a 
connection to the greater Rhode Island Jewish Community. Perspectives 
is a project of the Brown-RI SD and URI Hillel Foundations and is made 
possible by grants from the Jewish Federation of RI and the Bureau of 
Jewish Education of Rhode Island. For more information about Perspec
tives contact Jamie Leiter at 863-9357 or at <perspectives@brown.edu>. 

2{fwda's Judatca 
LARGE SELECTION OF 

FuN CARDS TO SEND TO Kms AT CAMP 

1 ::t • A 1 ::t • 
775 Hope Street, Providence ~ 454-4775 

Closed Sundays For The Summer 

Lisa M. Lopatin and Michael F. Furia 
were married April 28 at Pompano Beach, 
Fla. The bride is the daughter of Stephen 
and Donna Lopatin of Pompano Beach, 
Fla., and the bridegroom is the son of Pe
ter and Cheryl Furia of Providence, R.I. 

The wedding was officiated by April 
Lena. 

The bride was given in marriage by her 
parents. 

Laura Bouchard was honor attendant. 
Matthew Furia, brother of the bride

groom, was best man. Michael Lopatin, 
brother of the bride, was an usher. 

The bride graduated from Mount Ida 
College, Newton, Mass. and Katharine 
Gibbs School, Providence, and is em
ployed by R.I. Department of Attorney 
General. 

The bridegroom is a graduate of Our 
Lady of Providence High School, Provi
dence, and is employed by Shaw's Super
market, Woonsocket, R.I. 

They honeymooned in Orlando, Fla. 
The couple has made their home in West 
Warwick, R.l. 

Mrs. Michael F. Furia 

JFS Home Care Program 
Welcomes Linda Amore 

Registered Nurse Linda 
Amore has joined the staff of 
Jewish Family Service's Home 
Care Program as assistant direc
tor of Nursing Services, bring
ing with her 20 years of experi
ence. She has provided acute 
care at a hospital and extended 
care for the elderly at a nursing 
home, has worked with adults 
with developmental disabilities, 
and during the last seven years, 
was a home care nurse with a 
major nursing organization. 

Amore says, " Working in 
home care is not task-oriented 

like in a hospital, but client-ori
ented. Being able to build a re
lationship allows you to build 
your understanding . Some
times a li ttle comment will be 
the key to the problem that you 
can help to solve for them." 

She understands the family 
perspective as well as the pro
fessional, ha ving taken a lead 
role in ca ring for an elderly rela
ti ve for 15 years. She says, "It is 
one thing to provide the clini
cal nursing skills, but deep com
passion and respect for the eld
erly are just as important." 

Her duties will include as
sessing client's needs and devel
oping a plan for the necessary 
ca re, monitoring hea lth and 
medical conditions, supervising 
JFS Certified Nursing Assistants 
and giving information and re
ferrals when appropriate . 
Amore looks forward to teach
ing at the in-service workshops 
that Jewish Family Service pro
vides to its Certified Nursing 
Assistants. 

For information and assess
ments, ca ll JFS Home Care at 
331-1244, ext. 29 or 32. 

PHDS Poetry (and More) Night 
One June 12, students at the Providence Hebrew Day School had thier annual poetry night, which 

included not only poetry but also skits, impersonations, tributes to favorite teachers and subjects and a 
few musical performances. The entire school lent their talents to this wonderful evening. 

PHDS students cracking up yet again Hera_ld plto tos by /011 R11bi11 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS OF TOURO SYNAGOGUE, 

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, INC. 
NEWPORT, RI 

Touro Synagogue is the oldest synogogue in North Americo ond a busy 
National Historic Site. The Society is o 501 c(3) nonsectorian nationol 
membership organization. dedicated to preserving Touro Synagogue 
as an architectural treasure, a symbol of rellgious liberty and as 
-America·, Synagogue.· 

Responslblllties Include day-to-doy management. supervising educo
tionol and visitor programs. organizing annual events. membership re
cruiting and fund-raising. Experience in nonprofits, museums. and his
toric preservation a plus. 

Send resume and salary requirements by fox to 401 -845-6790 or a-moll 
to sof@tourosynogogue.org. 

Fourth-grader Ben Monat. 

~:r:m~~chele f~' 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Solomon 

of Boca Raton, Fla., announce 
the birth of their daughter, Ilana 
Michele, on June 7. 

Maternal grandparents are 
Joan Feldman of Cranston, R.I., 
and Mr. and Mrs. Philip Feld
man of Warwick, R.I. Paternal 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Al Solomon of Boca Raton, Fla. 
Great-grandparents are Helen 
Go ldis of Warwick, R.l. , and 
AdeleGruntherofN. Miami, Fla. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ASDS Graduation 

BEN BERAHA (left) and Kackary Matusow illuminate the au
dience at the ASDS graduation on June 10. 

Hebrew University 
Scientists 

Make Headway 
in Creating 

Artificial Organs 
A living bioartifi cial li ver lo

cated outside of a person's body 
- composed of an array of "mi
cro-livers" which will function 
for all purposes as a temporary 
normal liver - has been devel
oped by a research team headed 
by Professor Eduardo Mitrani of 
the Alexander Silberman Insti
tute of Life Sciences at the He
brew University of Jerusalem. 

A revolutionary technology 
was employed by Professor 
Mitrani to grow micro-organs 
ex-vivo, using animal or human 
cells. These micro-organs work 
in the same manner as the ac
tual organs wi thin the body. 
While it is usually the case that 
cells grown in laboratory dishes 
and isolated from their normal 
environment lose some of their 
specialized functions, micro-or
gan technology allows virtually 
any type of cell to be grown in 
the laboratory. 

Experiments with cells taken 
from various organs, using the 
new technology, have shown 
that the cells continue to func
tion and to express tissue-spe
cific genes for long periods of 
time. One practical application 
of this is the development, al
ready underway,, of an extra
corporeal (outside of the body) 
liver device, using liver micro
organs, which will be able to 
treat patients with liver failure 
until such time as a li ver trans
plant might become available or 
the patient's own liver regener
ates. The liver device, called 
aLIVE, has already been tested 
successfull y on animals and is 
planned for testing on humans 
later this year. 

The micro-organ technology 
has a number of other potential 
applications - for example, a 
genet ica lly en gineered b io
pump, to be worn under the 
skin, which would supply a re
combinan t pro te in, such as 
growth hormone, to patients 
lacking thi s substance. Ni ne 
patents have already been reg
istered th rou gh the Hebrew 
Uni versity's Yissum Research 
Development Company. 

THE EIGHTH-GRADE CLASS sit on the bimah while Marcia Kaunfe r speaks at the ASDS gradu
ation at Temple Emanu-EI on June 10. Herald pho tos by /011 R11bi11 

LEGAL .. QTICE_ BY Q RDER QF TH E COU RT 

The plan to distribute the $1.25 billion 
Swiss Banks legal settlement has been approved. 

This notice describes the claims process. 
The United States Court that approved 

the proposed Settlement between Holocaust 

Survivors and Swiss Banks has now approved 

the " Plan o f Allocation" to distribute the 

money. If you already submitted an Initial 

·Questionnaire, you will auto matica lly get a 

claim form or information about the claims 

process in the mail . There is no cost to sub

mit a claim. 

If you were persecuted by the Nazi Re

gime because you were or were believed to 

be Jewish, Romani,Jehovah's Witness, homo

sexual, or physically or mentally disabled or 

handicapped, you may be in one of the fi rst 

fi ve groups below. The sixth group, Slave 

Labor 11 Claims, is not limited to these "Vic

tims or Targets of Nazi Persecution." 

1. D ep osited Assets Claiins - If you had as

sets deposited with any Swiss bank, invest

ment fund or o ther custodian prior to May 9, 

I 945 and your claim is approved, you will 

receive payment. A li st o f names is available 

to help you determine your eligibility. You 

can submit a claim even if your name is nor 

on the list. Certain heirs o f original deposi

tors are also eligible. 

2. Slave L abor 1 Claims - If you performed 

forced or slave labor anywhere for an entity 

which operated under azi authority, you are 

eligible fo r payment. Certain heirs of former 

laborers who died after February 15, 1999 

are eligible. 

3. Looted Assets Group - Because all survi

vors had assets taken by the Nazis, there is 

no claims process for this group. Instead, 

needy survivors may be eligible for services 

such as food packages, medical assistance and 

eniergency cash grants to be di stribu ted 

through Court-approved humanitarian relief 

programs. 

4. R efugee C/aiins - 1 f you plausibly dem

onstrate that, while seeking to avoid Nazi per

secucion, you were denied entry into or ex

pelled from Switzerland, or•admitted into 

Switzerland as a refugee but were detained, 

mistreated or abused, you will receive pay

ment. A partial list of names is available. You 

can submit a claim even if your name is not 

on the list. Certain heirs of refugees who died 

after February 15, 1999 are eligible. 

5. Swiss Insurance Claims -The Court has 

approved a claims process to resolve any Nazi

era insurance claim you have involving Swiss 

Reinsurance Company, Swiss Life Insurance 

and Pension Company, and certain affiliates. 

You may exclude yourself solely from the in

surance provisions o f the Settlement, if you 

act before August 5, 2001. If you do not 

exclude yourself, you will be bound by the 

insurance provisions of the Settlement. 

6. Slave Labor II Claims - If you plausibly 

demonstrate t~at you performed slave labor 

anywhere for a Swiss-ru!1 company appear

ing on a list issued by the Court, you will re

ceive payment. Certain heirs of former slave 

laborers who died after February 15, 1999 

are eligible. 

Th e re were also improve ments and 

amendments to the Settlement Agreement, in

cluding: artwork looted during the Nazi era 

may be recovered in certain situations; and a 

list o f names in Swiss Bank fil es relating to 

accounts that possibly belonged to victims of 

Nazi persecution has been published. 

Get a claim form at www.swissbankclaims.com or call: 
T}'Pe of Claim 

D eposited Assets (AU) 

Slave Labo r I Qewish) 

Slave Labo r I (Non-Jewish) 

Looted Assets 

Refugee Qewish) 

Refugee (No n-Jewish) 

Swiss Insurance (AU) 

Slave Labo r I I (All) 

Call 

1-800-881-2736 

1-800-697-6064 

1-877-691 -2862 

Claims Due 

August 5, 2001 

August 11, 2001 

August 11, 2001 

T here is no c laim s process fo r thi s g roup . 

1-800-564-2895 September 30, 200 1 

1-877-691-2862 September 30, 200 1 

1-800-881-2736 

1-877-691-2862 

For general information call 1-888-635-5483 

September 30, 2001 

September 30, 200 I 

Umt n l States D1 smc1 Co urt. E.1.,1crn 01:-mct of (' W York CV 96- 4849 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Palestinian 'Hasbarah' 

by Ehud Ya'ari 
It is not only Israel's chroni

ca lly bumbling efforts at 
hasbarah - "explanation" in 
Hebrew and the term used for 
the way the government puts its 
policies across to the world -
that is losing us dear points in 
the wrestling ring of interna
tional public opinion. Beyond 
the ongoing failure of the For
eign Ministry to put up sophis
ticated spokespeople against 
Hanan Ashrawi, and the useless 
attempt to place the onus for 
hasbarah on the shoulders of 
the army, along with everything 
else it has to deal with, there is 
also an important structural 
change underway in the 
media's methods. This is cur
rently Israel 's main problem 
when it comes to shaping its 
image abroad. 

The essence of the ch~nge: 
Palestini ans have effecti ve ly 
taken control of the reporting on 
the intifada and events in the 
territories. For several months 
now, the vast majority of infor
mation of every type coming 
out of the area has been filtered 
through Palestinian eyes, or of
ten, has actually been composed 
in the first place by Palestinians. 

By my own estimate, over 95 
percent of the TV pictures go
ing out on sa te llite every 
evening to the various foreign 
and Israeli channels are sup
plied by Palestinian film crews. 
The two principal agencies in 
the video news market, APTN 
and Reuters TV, run a whole 
network of Palestinian string
ers, freelancers and fixers all 
over the territories to provide 
instant footage of the events. 
These crews obviously identify 
emotionally and politically with 
the intifada and, in the "best" 
case, they simply don't dare 
film anything that could embar
rass the Palestinian Authority. 

So the cameras are angled to 
show a tainted view of the Is
raeli army's actions, never focus 
on the Palestinian gunmen and 
diligently produce a very spe
cific kind of close-up of the situ
ation on the ground. 

These pictures are purchased 
by various customers and are 
edited for reports broadcast by 
local correspondents. It is ex
tremely rare to see a TV chan
nel screen any pictures other 
than the daily diet served up by 
AP and Reuters. 

The same is true of the wire 
service reports. Most of the wire 
services are working increas
ingly with Palestinian journal
ists. Anyone glancing at the by
lines of the intifada reports will 
see that much of the material 
has been written by Arabs. And 
with all the supervi sion and 
s tanda rds adhered to by the 
news agencies, the tendency in 
the leads and the emphasis in 
the text are definitely critical of 
Israel. 

Foreign media bureaus in Is
rael are tak ing on more and 
more Palestinian assistants to 
escort correspondents in the ter
ritories, to help with setting up 
appointments and to provide 
timely updates. Again, their 
agenda needs no guessing, and 
even the most professiona l 
among them are careful not to 
raise the ire of the Palestinian 
Authority. 

At the same time, the PA has 
made it clear that the Israeli 
media is non-grata in Zone A of 
the territories, the Palestinian 
cites that fall under its full con
trol. Israeli journalists can now 
only venture in it if they are in
vited, and accompanied by a 
suitable miner who looks after 
not only their safety but what 
they see as well. 

Several leaflets issued in re
cent weeks by the Tanzim, 

Torat Yisrael to Host Farewell 
Luncheon to Rabbi Bloom 

Temple Torat Yisrael is hosting a farewell luncheon to Rabbi 
Mark Bloom and his family on June 23. The Shabbat morning ser
vices will begin at 9:30 a.m. and is to be followed by a special 
kiddush luncheon. All are welcome to join Temple Torat Yisrael as 
we thank Rabbi Mark, his wife Karen and son Micah Bloom for 
their contributions to our community these past three years, and 
wish them well in their new adventure in Oakland, Calif. To 
R.S.V.P., call Temple Torat Yisrael at 785-1800. 

Faith's militia, have warned Is
raeli journalists against daring 
to set foot in PA territory. Cer
tain journalists have received 
personal telephone threats after 
stories they published in the Is
raeli media didn' t find favor 
with some senior members of 
the PA. Entry into the Palestin
ian side of Hebron, Nablus or 
Be thlehem has turned into a 
complicated operation for Is
raeli journalists necessitating 
detailed coordination and laden 
with risks, and they tend not to 
go there much. So even the Is
raeli media finds itself relying to 
a large degree on Palestinian 
sources for information, or at 
least on Israeli Arab staffers . 
Our state radio, for example, 
broadcasts i terns from the Pal
estinian dailies all morning on 
the hour as if they were hot 
news - every newscast a dif
ferent item. 

That's how Yasser Arafat and 
company have managed to 
cripple free coverage of the PA 
and to gain leverage over the 
kind of reporting the journalists 
do. They have instituted an in
formal stick-and-carrot system 
to persuade journalists and the 
photographi c crews to avo id 
"causing damage," and it's not 
working badly. 

The reports of Palestinian 
correspondents to Arab TV 
channels have sharpened sig
nificantly of late in tone and 
content. Some of them verge on 
crossing the boundary between 
reporting and incitement, under 
pressure from the PA to stir up 
public opinion across the bor
ders. They always give a plat
form to PA propagandists, and 
no longer give appropriate air 
time to Israeli spokespeople to 
respond. 

Eve n before Ms. Ashrawi 
goes on the air, others have al
ready gone a long way toward 
completing her task. The very 
least Israel could or should do 
is make sure these facts a re 
clearly understood by the cli
ents of the information that this 
system provid•e:·. 

This article originally appeared 
in The Jerusalem Report. Sub
mitted by the Information Depart
ment of the Consulate General of 
Israel to New England: <informa
tion@ boston. mfa.gov.il>. 

You Are Cordially Invited To Attend A 
Reception 

honoring 

Representative David N. Cicilline 
Thursday, June 28, 2001 

5 :00 pm-7 :00 pm 
at 

The Library Lounge 
The Westin 

One Exchange Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 

$125 per person 

-~--

Artists In The Making 
ASDS Art Teacher Linda Francis and one of her students 

stand before some student artwork at the ASDS art show. 
Herald photo by Jon Rubin 

Jewish Web Site 
Inundated by Visitors 

Question: What do you. think happened when a Jewish pub
lishing company announced that if you came to its Web si te you 
would get a Jewish book for free? 

Answer: The Web site was mobbed! 
Jason Aronson, Inc, publishers of more than 650 Jewish books 

and operator of The Jewish Book Club, announced that for one 
48-hour period visitors to its Web site could select from a list of 
excellent new Jewish books. The only requirement was a small 
shipping and handling charge. 

"Within minutes of the announcement," said Arthur Kurzweil, 
editor-in-chief at Jason Aronson, Inc., " the response was amazing. 
Hundreds of people an hour, from all over the world, selected 
their free books. Hour after hour the requests for free books kept 
coming. I would say that by the end of the 48 hours we probably 
reached a record of some kind . The number of Jewish books we 
sent out was unprecedented." 

The most popular titles during the 48-hour period were The 
Talmud: The Steinsaltz Edition, A Reference Guide by Rabbi Adin 
Steinsaltz, The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore by Ellen 
Frankel, The Essential Maimonides: Translations of the Rambam trans
lated by Avraham Yaakov Finkel, and There Once Was a World: A 
900-Year Chronicle of the Shtetl of Eishyshok by Yaffa Eliach. 

The Web site <www.aronson.com> reflects the _amazing inter
national reach of the Internet. " It was most heartwarming to see 
orders coming in from places such as Poland, the Ukraine, Russia, 
South Africa, the Netherlands, and China," says Kurzweil. "In 
other words, Jews around the world now have access to Jewish 
books as never before." 

Kurzweil urges book lovers to look out for more exciting free 
book offers at <www.aronson.com>. 

Camp Gan Israel To Hold Open Day 
Camp Gan Israel's doors will be open to all Jewish children 

ages 4 to 10 years old, campers and non-campers alike, on June 29, 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for just $5. 

"In addition to Camp Gan Israel's regular exciting activities, 
we will have a special program," says camp co-director, Rabbi Yossi 
Laufer. 

There will be special entertainment and a magic show by Lon 
Cerel - voted R.I.'s best family entertainment. Kids will make 
their own challah at a challah baking workshop led by Shoshana 
Laufer, camp director. Kosher pizza will be served for lunch and a 
carnival and a sand art craft workshop will end an exciting day of 
Camp Gan Israel of Warwick. 

For more information and a brochure, call Shoshana Laufer at 
732-6559. 

Bagel Delivery! 
Moshe Raskin, a fifth-grade student at the Providence He

brew Day School, shleps some bagels for the PHDS Rosh 
Chodesh Breakfast on May 23. Herald photo by Jon Rubin 
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10,000 Israeli Hippies and One Palestinian 

by Moshe Chaim Levy 
I celebrated this Shavuot at 

the Sbantipi Fes tival near 
Hadera, with over 10,000 Israeli 
hippies- and just one Palestin
ian. His name is Salim. 

Salim is a rare breed of Pal
estinian hippy. Heavy browed 
and full-lipped, with long curly 
hair, he looks more like a Na
tive American than his bearded 
Muslim brothers. Salim is a vi
sionary with long-term goals of 
peaceful co-existance, but for 
the moment, was merely at
tempting to bring a few Pales
tinians among a mob of Jews in 
a loving and festive environ
ment to di scuss concepts of 
"sulha," or "reconciliation." To 
this effect, he built a beautiful 
white cloth and metal-framed 
Mosque, complete with 
mineret, 20 meters away from 
the Beit Tefillah, a white cloth 
and wood frame synagogue 
which was built by and popu
lated with, an amazing new 
tribe of religious hippies who 
dress semi-biblically, semi
Yeminite, and whose numbers 
have been growing into some
thing of a movement in Israel 
for several years now. 

Between the Beit TefilJah and 
the Mosque, with a large firepit 
in front of it, was the Sulha Tent, 
where EHyahu McLean, Debra 
Brous and the other Is raeli 
peacemakers, along with Salim, 
were to host 10 Sufi sheikhs and 
a busload of Palestinian stu
dents during the four days. 

Well, that was the plan, any
way. 

Firstly, there was frustration 
between the peacemakers them
selves. Two of the girls spent 
Friday morning decorating the 
mosque with carpets, cushions 
and mattresses, which Salim 
mostly dismantled when he 
later arrived, upsetting the girls. 
"A mosque is for praying, not 
for lounging" he told them. 

There were problems with 
the Palestinian arrivals, how
ever. A bus of Palestinian youths 
from Sahnin in the Galilee, a vil-
1 age of politica l modera tes, 
didn't arrive as planned on Fri
day night. Salim thought it "po
Htical," but Eliyahu was told the 
school had just mixed up the 
dates . Five Sufi sheikhs were 
expected Friday nigh t for a 
spiritual discussion group, but 
each one failed to come for a 
different reason. 

There was more. Sheikh 
Menatra of Nazare th said he 
could not go to a music festival 
after F-16's fired on his people 
the previous week. The driver 
for Sheikh Ali Rafa of Haifa 
didn' t wan t to d rive pas t 
Hadera because there had been 
a su icide bombing there that 
morning and he feared repris
als. And so on. 

Go 

Saturday morning, Salim 
fl ew into a rage and partially 
dismantled the camp when he 
discovered that a ll the mat
tresses and the cushions he had 
brought from his father 's home 
had been stolen. He was very 
disappointed over being robbed 
at a "peace festival" and refused 
to be involved any further. He 
said he was glad the sheikhs 
and students hadn' t come, for 
he was ashamed to have them 
as honored guests in such a dis
honorable atmosphere. He said, 
"Perhaps the people in my vil
lage are right, that making 
peace with Jews is like 'grind
ing water."' 

We tried to console him and 
remind him of all the hard work 
that went into the mosque and 
sulha tent. It didn ' t work. 
"Maybe it is no coincidence that 
so m any thin gs are going 
wrong. Maybe Allah really is 
against us making peace right 
now!" he said. Under the pro
tests of those present, he turned 
and left the peace camp. Eliyahu 
said sadly that it does seem as 
though the Sitra Achra (what 
Obi Wan Kenobe and other 
Kaballists call " the Dark Side of 
the Force") is using its powers 
to prevent all of our good work. 

I, for one, am not a big be
Hever in the Sitra Achra. Next 

afternoon, I cal led a meeting of 
all the peacemakers for 3 p.m., 
two hours before a few more 
sheikhs were supposed to ar
rive. When asked the purpose 
of the meeting, I replied " to 
make peace among the peace
makers." Everyone promised to 
show, except Salim, who ex
plained to me how difficult it 
was to be the only Muslim there. 
He felt outnumbered and un
dermanned in all his efforts. On 
Friday night, while over 100 
white-clad Hebrews welcomed 
the Sabbath in joyous song and 
circular dance in the Beit 
TefiJJah, he sat all alone guard
ing the mosque, chasing away 
campers who were attempting 
to sleep inside. He was feeling 
alienated and useless and didn' t 
wan t to come to the meeting 
where he felt everyone would 
complain about him. 

I represented his words at the 
meeting, which was moderated 
like a group therapy session. We 
spoke, li s tened and shared . 
EHyahu, a veteran of a thousand 
peace efforts, said, "In this field, 
one should not get too attached 
to results. Sometimes the best 
thing to come out of such a gath
ering is just corning into contact 
with other fine idealists." I had 
heard the spirit of this many 
years before from protest leg-

CB' Buvbagels 
[if Tune-up bikes 
[!I Call the office 

end Pete Seeger. We ended the 
mee ting with more ideas of 
where we'll bring the sheikhs 
and what we' ll have them say 
on stage. 

An aside: "Man plans, G-d 
laughs" used to be a favorite 
motto of mine. But wi th a wis
dom born of cynicism's decline, . 
I would now restate tha t as 
"Man plans, G-d flows." I hope 
this will lend clarity to the 
events to follow. 

An Israeli cou ple decided 
they wanted to get married at 
the festival. Rabbi Mordecai 
Gafni, a leading Torah author
ity in the eyes of thousands of 
new-age Israelis who watch his 
popular TV show and read his 
articles in the alternative spiri
tual magazine Chaim Acharim, 
was to marry them. A wedding 
procession began from the Beit 
TefiJJah, with drums and instru
ments and dozens of people 
clad in white. As we marched, 
danced and skipped along, oth
ers joined the parade, until over 
200 revelers arrived at the main 
circle, naturall y drawing the 
curiosity of those at the shops 
and restaurants. By the time 
Rabbi Gafni got hold of a micro
phone and a . tall is was being 
held up for a chupah, a circle of 
thousands had gathered around 
us. (I held a corner of the tallit, 

r:B Create endowment tund 

What do YOU have to do today? 
(And how important is it?) 

The Endowment Fund of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

Charitable giving never felt so good. 

Call for a confidential conversation with Joshua Karlin , 

Director of Gift Planning and Endowment 

at 401 -421-4lll , ext . 173 . 

Visit oi,r website at www.jfri.org 

thus earning me a wonderful 
spot from which to witness this 
event! ) 

The seventh blessing on the 
couple had just been said, when 
a sudden commotion grew in 
the crowd. Some yelJed, "Make 
way! Make a path, People! " 
Salim was there, half-smiling, 
half in shock, as the sea of hu
manity parted, and several Arab 
Sheikhs wa lked the partition 
until the chupah. 

Sheikh Abed of Kfar Yassif, a 
short and roundish elder in a 
white kaffir took the micro
phone. He b_lessed the couple in 
Arabic and then said, "When I 
was born from my mother's 
womb I wasn' t a Muslim, Chris
tian, or a Jew, but firstly a Bani 
Adam (human being) ... No re
ligion says to destroy another
human being, for each and ev
ery one is a templeofG-d." The 
crowd cheered. "We are all part 
of one family," the Imam con
tinued, " the human family and 
therefore we must respect one 
another." 

Sheikh Musa Brick from Abu · 
Snan vi llage then gave a bless
ing to the couple and a message 

(Continued on Page 15) 

This 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
- Eichenbaums in Europe-

by Cary Eichenbaum 
On the morning of June 26th 

(European time), I w ill find 
myself off North American soil 
for the first time in over seven 
years. On that magical morn
ing, my mother Alice and I will 
arrive safely at Schwachat Air
port in Vienna, Austria, her 
birthplace, and one of the most 
historic and enchanting cities in 
the world. Thus begins our 26-
day stay on the European con
tinent, which will also include 
stops in Budapest, Hungary, 
Prague, the Czech Republic; 
Sofia, Bulgaria, and a week long 
sojourn on a Black Sea resort in 
Eastern Bulgaria. (The final 
country mentioned is where my 
Mom was raised and spent her 
formative years in addition to 
providing her with her compas
sionate and considera te person
alities). 

This will be the finale of the 
"Cary Ike grad uation gift tour 
of '01," as it will crown the 
many presents this G-d-Blessed 
author received for completing 
his undergraduate studies at the 
University of Rhod e Island. 
And I feel truly touched and 
honored to be where I am today 
-a college graduate with tons 
of wonderful friends, a loving 
family and the chance to to em
bark on a magnificent trip that 
most Americans can, unfortu
nately, only dream about. 

niumJoumey''), Mom and I also 
partook of som e of Jewish 
Europe's unique sights in '94. 

I remembe r a Judi sche 
Gemeindschaft (Jewish neigh
borhood ) in the middle of 
downtown Vienna replete with 
an Aleph on a sidewalk and a 
Chagall exhibit insi d e; 
davening in the only Viennese 
synagogue to escape destruc
tion by the Nazis in World War 
II; dining a t the city' s only ko
sher restaurant, "Noah's Ark," 
and my mother and I taking a 
hydrofoil to Brat is la va, 
Slovakia, where the sights in
cluded the old Jewish neighbor
hood there, and the significantly 
less impressive Kma rt in the 
middle of downtown. 

Seeing all these attractions 
was magnificent, but the true 
joy for Howard and me was to 
watch our mother's face light 
up when she saw the sights and 
heard the sounds of Vienna, the 
city of he r birth, including 
watching her reaction as she re
called dancing waltzes with my 
father as newlyweds in the 
Stadtpark. The Stadtpark is a 
wonderful downtown attrac
tion where Austrians and tour
ists sip tea and dance waltzes, 
adorned by a golden sculpture 
of famous composer Joh a n 
Strauss. We were witness to 
even greater joy when mom re
turned to her true hometown of 
Sofia and visited her old house, 
shul and shochet (sla ughter 
house) the place where she used 
to bring chickens to be ritually 
killed as a young girl. 

utes to the large clay watchman 
who protected the city' s Jews 
from overt anti-Semitism. The 
golem's creator, Rabbi Lowe, 
rests in the famous Prague Cem
etery, where the graves appear 
literally stacked on top of each 
other. Budapest has built a new 
Lubavitch Yeshiva, according to 
Scheur Zalman Laufer, son of 
the director of the Chabad
Lubavi tch Movement of Rhode 
Island, Yehoshua Laufer. The 
younger Laufer also said that 
Chabad recently completed a 
new edition to its structure in 
Vienna as well as opening its 
first ever Chabad House in 
Sofia, a city of less than 5,000 
Jews. 

I pray that, with my rich 
knowledge of Judaism and my 
distinctly European heritage, I 
will achieve the proper balance 
between the past, present, and 
future on my journey to this 
wonderful continent. I am 
hopeful that I will be able to 
bridge the cultural and genera
tional gaps between myseU and 
Jews in far away lands by ap
preciating the sacrifices of my 
noble forebears. At the same 
time, I hope to make new and 
lasting fri endships with Jewish 
people a long distance from my 
home. 

If I can find outdoor cafes, li
braries o r other places with In
ternet access, I will try to send 
details of "Eichenbaums in Eu
rope - 2001" to all of you won
derful Rhode Islanders. Until 
then, a happy and healthy sum
mer to all! Viszontlatashra 
(Hungarian)! Du vishdaneh (Bul
garian)! Na Sledanou (Czech)! 
Auf Wiedersehen (German)! 

Beverly S. Manekofsky 
Weds Raymond M. Paris 

The Gatehouse was the setting for the marriage of Beverly 
S. Manekofsky and Raymond M. Paris on June 15 at 6:30 p.m. 

A traditional Jewish ceremony was held and officia ted by 
the Hon. Pamela Macktaz. 

The bride's a ttendants were Debra Mann Morton, daughter 
of the bride, and Doria ld S. Morton, son-in-law of the bride. 

The bridegroom was attended by his brother, Robert Paris, 
and sister-in-law, Carol Paris. 

They will honeymoon in Ita ly and Paris and will live in 
Warwick, R.I. 

I have visited Europe twice 
before - in 1973 when I was 
seven years old, and in May
June of 1994, or six months af
ter my beloved father Ray had 
passed away. The latter time, 
while in Vienna, a play my Dad 
wrote before he died was per
formed by a lovin g Viennese 
troupe in the Lobkowitz Palace 
in Austria' s Capital City. 

In addition, my older brother 
Howard (who will join us half
way through the "Post- Millen-

This year's excursion prom
ises many of the same hi gh
lights. Besides recreating magi
ca l moments in Sofia and 
Vienna, enthrall•ing moments 
will hopefu lly await us in Jew
ish Prague: The Alte-Neue Shu! 
(Old-New Synagogue), the 
Golem Museum and other trib-

Israeli Researchers Create 
'Superfoam' Insulator 

We Don't Have A 
Pet Peeve. 

At EPOCH, we encourage new residents to bring their 
pets. After all , doesn' t living well mean living as you 
wish? Here, we welcome your pets, so you can make your 
house a home. 

EPOCH Assisted Living on Blackstone Boulevard also 
features exceptional hospitali ty ser vices as well as an 
unparalleled comminnent to resident safety and security. 

To find ou t more about us or to 
tour our model apa rtm en ts, 
p lease call 401-273-6565. 

/ ~ 
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ASS I STED L/VtNG 

o n B lackstone Boul e vard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 02906 
www.epochsl.com @ 
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Israeli researchers have begun 
pilot-scale production of a new 
high-tempera ture thermal ce
ramic insulator that may become 
a safe and economical substitute 
for asbestos and other potentially 
harmful ceramic fibers now in 
use. The new material is a ce
ramic foam that contains 94 per
cent to 96 percent air by volume, 
but can resist temperatures above 
1700° C. 

It is being developed under 
the direction of chemical engi
neering professor Gideon 
Grader at the Technion-Is
rael Institute of Technol
ogy in Haifa. Grader es
tablished a new company, 
Cellaris, at the Technion's 
Entrepreneurial Incubator 
Company to produce the 
foam-. The devastati ng 
lung ailments, including 
cancer, that can be caused 
by asbestos have led to a 
search for other high-tem
perature insulating mate
rials. But the ceramic fibers 
that have replaced asbestos also 
produce need le-sh aped dust 
particles that can be dangerous 
to the lungs when inhaled. In 
contrast, the crushing of Cellaris' 
ceramic foam produces ordinary 
dust particles similar in shape to 
those common in the environ
ment, and thus do not pose the 
health hazards associated with 
ceramic fibers. 

The foam is made of alwni-

num oxide, a common high-tem
perature ceramic, but gets its ex
traordinary insulating powers 
from the many tiny air bubbles 
within the material. (Air is a 
very good thermal insulator, but 
needs to be trapped, as in a blan
ket, to be effective.) The foam 
can be used not only for thermal 
insulation, but for a variety of 
other applications such as acous
tic insulation and absorption of 
environmental pollutants. 

"With only 4 to 5 percent of 

the foam's volume taken up by 
the ceramic, the material is an 
effective insulator that can com
pete with today's high-end, 
state-of-the-art ceramic fibers," 
Grader explains. "Its low den
sity can be important in appli
cations where weight is a t a pre
mium . On a weight-for-weight 
compar ison, the foam can offer 
safe, cost-effective insulation." 

The foam is generated from 

special crystals that contain the 
metal components and all the 
foaming ingredients. Upon 
heating, the crystals form a so
lution. Within this solution a re
action takes place, forming 
polymer chains. After the chains 
grow sufficiently, the solution 
suddenly separates into a pure 
solvent and the polymer. At this 
point, the solve11t begins to boil, 
forming trillions of tiny bubbles 
that blow the polymer into a 
foam, stabilized by the polymer 

ch a ins. Subsequent 
heating to high tem
peratures leaves behind 
the ceramic, metal ox
ide foam. 

The foam was devel
oped in Grader's labora
tory in 1998, after years 
of study of porous ce
ramics . Government 
support through the 
Technion Entrepreneur
ial Incubator Company 
and private seed money 
set Cellaris in motion in 

January 1999. With an addi
tional $700,000 investment from 
private investors, Cellarisstarted 
small-scale pilot production in 
February 2001. By June 2001, the 
company expects to produce 
enough material to send samples 
for testing to a variety of corpo
rations in the United States and 
Europe that are interested in the 
ceramic's possible manufacture 
or use. 
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Divine Mercy or Divine Wrath? ----- June Bazar - The 

Greyhound Goddes_s centuries immediately follow
ing the Torah, and the conclud
ing years as codified in the Tal
mud and later texts. 

Pre- and Post-Sinai 
An Eye for An Eye 

In the pre-Sinatic years, the 
depictions of capital punish
ment can seem brutal by today's 
standards. We see the mention 
of the " talion," a system of ret
ribution which involves return
ing the harm that one inflicts on 
others, measure for measure, 
back onto the doer. "If anyone 
maims his fellow, as he has done 
so shall it be done to him: frac
ture for fracture, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth." (Leviticus 
24:19). 

In addition to the talion, 
Numbers 35:19 describes a spe
cific obligation of the family of 
a murdered person to avenge 
their death. This living relative 
becomes a "blood avenger" and 
is charged with pursuing the 
guilty party until they are killed. 
The fl eeing murderer can be 
granted sanctuary by hiding in 
a "city of refuge" until the reign
ing High Priest dies and general 
amnesty is declared. 

The pre-Sinatic period also 
called for the body of the ex
ecuted to be put on public dis
play until nightfall, presumably 
to further act as a deterrent, of
ten impaled on a stake. It also 
commanded that witnesses in 
crimes that resulted in the death 
penalty were to be involved ·in 
the execution of the guilty party, 
to illustrate the community im
portance of the lives (and 
deaths) of all Jews. 

The two primary methods of 
execution mentioned in this pe
riod are stoning and hanging. 
Stoning was an expression of 
public wrath onto the convicted. 
Stoning involves casting stones 
at the transgressor until death 
occurs, and was a very popular 
form of execution in the Bible. 
Hanging was li kely reserved 
only for non-Jews, specifically 
Philistines, Egyptians, Persians 
and others. Burning is also men
tioned as a punishment, but was 
implemented only on bodies al
ready deceased as a form of fur
ther punishment on the physi
cal body. 

The Talmudic Period: 
Reinterpretation 

The rabbis began to reinter
pret the Jewish attitude towards 
the death penalty and decided 
to soften it somewhat. They did 
not contradict the Torah- rather, 
they imposed further restric
tions on the legal procedures in
volved in handing down a 
guilty verdict. They required 
two eyewitnesses to the crime, 
and required these eyewitnesses 
to warn the offender not to com
mit the criminal act. In addition, 
the offender had to acknowl
edge that he was aware of both 
the terrible act he or she was 
about to commit and of the con
sequences of it as we ll. This 
made the death penalty an ex
tremely difficult sentence to 
pass down. 

Judaism not only tells us that 
he who kills a person destroys 
a whole world, but that he who 
saves one saves an entire world. 
Therefore, leniency on the ac
cused and compassion for trans-

(Continued from Page 1) 

gressors were seen as holy traits, 
and if a death sentence could be 
averted, all the better. 

If the accused was found un
deniably guilty and sentenced 
to death, the Talmud suggests 
that we should implement "the 
most beautiful" (Sanh 45a, 52a) 
or most humane death possible. 
This meant that a death should 
be quick, relatively painless and 
done in a way to do as little 
damage to the physical body as 
possible. Along with these proc
lamations came the ruling that 
the bodies of the executed were 
no longer required to be dis
played in public. 

Further changes took place in 
the method of execution them
selves, as well as the additions 
of new methods. Stoning an in
dividual now involved pushing 
them off from a height that 
would kill them. Burning the 

. guilty until death involved tak
ing a "wick" (believed by many 
to mean molten metal) and 
pouring it down the throat of 
the guilty party (Sanh 15:3). Al
though this method is pre
scribed, there is no mentioning 
of it ever taking place. 

"If anyone maims his 
fellow, as he has done 
so shall it be done to 
him: fracture for frac
hue, eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth." (Lev. 24:19). 

Killing a person by strangu
lation would involve tightening 
two handkerchiefs around the 
neck of the person to be ex
ecuted and pulling them until 
the person expired. This was 
considered to be the most hu
mane and dignified method 
possible, as the body would not 
be damaged in any way. Finally, 
the person sentenced to death 
may be killed by slaying, usually 
by a sword. Much in the retribu
tive manner of the talion, the 
sword would be used to extract 
equal justice, and would usually 
be reserved only for cries of 
murder. Slaying would some
times be done through decapi
tation, and many indications of 
slaying occur at the whims of 
the ancient kings of Israel. Both 
strangulation and slaying were 
commonly reserved for non
Jewish offenders. Despite all of 
the references to the death 
penality and the detailed speci
fications concerning them that 

appear in the Torah and other 
texts,_ the death penalty was al
ways a rare occurance. 

Today, there is no Sanhedrin. 
There are no kings who rule un
der G-d's authority. Israel does 
have capital punishment but re
serves it only for genocide and 
treason during times of actual 
warfare. It has only been used 
on one man - Adolf Eichmann, 
who was seen as so repellant 
and monstrous that he was not 
fit to live among humanity. 

Today's Jewish denomina
tions have different takes on the 
acceptability of capital punish
ment. Rabbi Leeman, who has 
retired as rabbi of Temple Tora! 
Yisrael, remarked that, "It is 
against the Jewish feeling to 
take human life." Rabbi Lipman 
of Temple Sinai remarked that, 
"Capital punishment is really 
[given] to minorities and people 
who can't afford the best law
yers ... We're not a society that 
can justify capital punishment 
because it's not just." When 
asked about his opinion on the 
death penalty, Rabbi Levine of 
Beth Sholom remarked, "I'm 
not sure I have one. It's a very 
complicated issue ." Other 
people interviewed for this ar
ticle were in favor of the death 
penalty, but did not want to be 
identified. 

A famous and oft-quoted ref
erence to the death penalty oc
curs in Tractate Makkot 217 A, 
which includes a discussion by 
some of the great Jewish schol
ars on the death penalty. It 
reads: " A Sanhedrin that puts to 
death one in seven years is 
called ' destructive'. Rabbi 
Eliezer ben Azariah says: 'Or 
one in 70 years.' Rabbi Tarfon 
and Rabbi Akiva say, 'Had we 
been in the Sanhedrin, no one 
would have ever been put to 
death."' 

This seems to indicate that the 
rabbis believe that either the le
gal system is fallible enough that 
death sentences can not be car
ried out with absolute certainty 
of the party's guilt, or that they 
feel life in Judaism is too pre
cious for man to ever take away. 
While this story is commonly 
recited, the immediate response 
by Rabbi Shimon ben Garnliel is 
mentioned far less often. Rabbi 
Shimon says, "They [Rabbi 
Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva, and 
others who oppose the death 
penalty, presumably] would 
have thus multiplied the murder
ers in Israel." Both in the past 
and today, a solid opinion on the 
lawfulness of the death penalty 
in Judaism remains ever elusive. 
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by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

To some, the greyhounds at 
Lincoln Park are the cause of 
short-term joy or heartbreak, 
depending on which betting 
slips they happen to hold at the 
end of a race. But to others, 
these canines are a constant 
source o'f joy and happiness, 
serving as beloved companions. 
June Bazar is an unabashed 
member of the latter group. As 
chairwoman of the Lincoln 
Greyhound Park Adoption Pro
gram, it is June's mission to see 
to it that these delightful crea
tures have loving homes once 
their racing careers come to an 
end. 

The "goddess of the grey
hounds," as she is called by co
workers, Bazar has served in 
this capacity at Lincoln Park for 
21 years. She said she and her 
husband Paul, who are mem
bers of Congregation Shaare 
Zedek in Providence, were al
ways fans of greyhound racing. 
One day she responded to an 
advertisement about a program 
in Florida that oversaw the 
adoption of retired dogs, and 
she decided to start a similar 
program here in Rhode Island. 
She said that she couldn't have 
done it without the generosity 
of Lincoln Park itself. "They 

built this facility, they provide 
everything we need," she said. 
"It is one of the best programs 
of its kind." 

"These dogs make the most 
wonderful pets," said Bazar, 
who has adopted three herself. 
She is proud of the fact that the 
kennel " is not a res~ue agency," 
meaning that no dog has ever 
been put to sleep for lack of 
finding a home. "We have a 100 
percent turnover rate," she said 
adamantly. The greyhounds 
that are up for adoption have an 
average age of about 2 y_ears old, 
and are fully inoculated, spayed 
or neutered, and housebroken. 
The agency charges a fee of $100 
for each animal. Bazar said the 
kennel houses about five or six 
dogs at a time that are available 
for adoption. 

Bazar organi zes annual 
events such as a picnic and a 
dinner for owners to get to
gether and share their enthusi
asm for these unique pets. She 
is so concerned for the welfare 
of the animals under her care 
that she visits the homes of pro
spective adopters, to look for "a 
loving environment," she said. 
She warned that greyhounds 
might even be too affectionate 
for some tastes. "You'll never do 
anything alone again ... They 
become your third leg!" 

JUNE BAZAR sits with one of her greyhounds in her office at 
the Lincoln Park Adoption Center. Herald photo by Seth Bromley 

STRlAR 
HEBREW ACADEMY 

A Modern Orthodox 
Preschool and Day School 
with an integrated Judaic 

and general studies program designed to foster intellectual 
growth wh ile cultivating a love of Torah and Israel. 

Openings for 2001-2002: 
PRESCHOOL TEACHERS 

Full -time and Part-time positions avai lable 
Candidates must be either OCCS certified or 

have the ability to be certified 

PRESCHOOL ASSISTANT TEACHERS 
Experience worki ng in preschool a plus 

Please send your resume to: 
Striar Hebrew Academy 

60 Ashcroft Road, Sharon, MA 02067 
Attention: Search Committee 

Ca ll : 781-784-8700 ~ Fax: 781-793-9765 
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FEATURE 
Providence Area Host 
Families Needed Now 

Foreign high school students 
a re scheduled to arrive very 
soon for academic semester and 
year program homestays, and 
the sponsoring organi za tion 
needs a few more local host 
families. 

According to Pacific Intercul
tural Exchange Executive Direc
tor John Doty, the students are 
all between the ages of 15 and 
18 years, are English-speaking, 
have their own spending 
money, carry accident and 
health insurance, and are anx
ious to share their cultural ex
periences with their new Ameri
can families, P.LE. currently has 
programs to match almost ev
ery family's needs, ranging in 
length from a semester to a full 
academic year, where the stu
dents attend local high schools. 

P.I.E. area representatives 
match students with host fami
lies by finding common inter
ests and lifestyles through an 
informal in-home meeting. Pro
spective host families are able to 
review student applications and 
select the perfect match . As 
there are no "typical" host fami
lies, P.I.E. can· fit a student into 
just abo ut any s ituation, 
whether it be a single parent, a 
childless couple, a re tired 
couple or a large family. 

Families who host for P.I.E. 
are also eligible to claim a $50 
per month charitable contribu
tion deduction on their itemized 
tax returns for each month they 
host a sponsored student. 

For the upcoming programs, 
P.LE. has students from Spain, 
Germany. Latvia, the Former 

soviet Urtion, Venezuela, Argen
tina, Brazil, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Italy, Paraguay, Australia, Swe
den, Yugos lav ia, China, Bel
gium, Vietnam and many other 
countries. P.I. E. has also been 
invited to participate in a spe
cia l government-funded pro
gram to bring scholarship stu
dents from the Newly Indepen
dent States of the former Soviet 
Urtion to the United States. P.l.E. 
is a non-profit educational orga
nization that has sponsored 
more than 18,000 students from 
40 countries since its founding 
in 1975. The organization is des
ignated by the Urtited States 
Departm ent of State and is 
listed by the Council on Stan
dards for International Educa
tional Travel, certifying that the 
organization complies with the 
standards set forth in CSIET's 
Standards for Inte rnationa l 
Educational Travel Programs. 

Doty encourages families to 
contact the program immedi
ately, as it wi ll allow the proper 
time for the students and hosts 
to get to know one another be
fore they actually meet for the 
first time. 

Providence area families in
terested in learrting more about 
student exchange or arranging 
for a meeting with a community 
representati ve may call P.l.E., 
toll-free at (800) 631-1818. The 
agency also has travel/s tudy 
program opportunities avail
able for American high school 
students as well as possibilities 
for community voluntee rs to 
assist and work with area host 
families, students and schools. 

Bring Italy to Providence 
Right now, there are Italian 

high school students dreaming 
about America. They have cho
sen to come to the Urtited States 
on the Academic Year in 
America program, and they are 
anxiously awaiting their arrival 
this August. For many of these 
teenagers, it has been a lifelong 
dream to come to America, and 
their parents are grateful they 
can help their child's dream be
come a reality. But there is some
thing missing: the love and sup
port of Providen~e families. 

When Providence families 
welcome an AYA Italian student 
into their home for five or 10 
months, they give the gift of 
culture to their household. They 
can also develop a close tie to 
someone who genuinely wants 
to experience their way of life. 
AYA international students are 
eager to know about the Urtited 
States; they want to see America 
through the eyes of a Provi
dence resident, not a tourist. In 
tum, they are eager to share sto
ries of life in their home coun-
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try that a Providence family 
won't see on television or the 
Internet. 

"Throughout the past 20 
years, AYA has offered nearly 
20,000 students and host fami
lies the opporturtity to expand 
their knowledge of other cul
tures, make new friends and 
open their eyes to the world," 
Suzanne Power-Morris, director 
of AYA, said. 

AYA is a not-for-profit orga
rtization founded in 1981 with 
the assistance of late Sen. Rob
ert F. Kennedy and sponsored 
by the American Institute For 
Foreign Study Foundation. In 
addition to helping Italian stu-

. dents realize their dream of in
tercultural exchange, AYA spon
sors students from more than 30 
countries including France, Po
land, Germany and Brazil. 
These bright young "ambassa
dors" arrive with full medical 
insurance, their own spending 
money, solid academic records 
and English skills - as well as 
great hopes. 

In addition to the tremen
dously rewarding experience of 
helping make someone's dream 
come true, Providence families 
can earn up to $1,000 toward 
any number of travel abroad 
programs sponsored by AIFS. 
For more information on host
ing an international exchange 
s tud ent, contact Dani e lle 
Carpino at (800) 322-HOST ore
mail <dcarpino@aifs.org>. You 
can also vis it AY'A tll)lii'\'! M 
<www.academicye~ '· 

Save The Bay 
Contributes 
Funding For 

Ten Mile River 
Fish Run 

Save The Bay announced re
cently that they are contributing 
$37,000 as a direct match to the 
Army Corps Engineers' feasibil
ity study to restore anadromous 
fish to the Ten Mile River. The 
restoration project is a partner
ship among Save The Bay, 
Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management's 
Narragansett Bay Estuary Pro
gram, U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers, and the City of East 
Providence. 

"Through determined advo
cacy and lots of hustle raising 
the seed funding, Save The Bay 
was able to catalyze the largest 
fish restoration in the state," 
said Curt Spalding, execu tive 
director of Save The Bay. 

Save The Bay raised the 
matr.hing funds from the Oak 
Foundation, a private founda
tion, which supports conserva
tion of the marine environment. 
Once the study is finished, Save 
The Bay will work with Sen. 
Lincoln Cha.fee and Rep. Patrick 
Kennedy, both leaders in the 
passage of the federal Estuary 
Act, on completing this restora
tion project. 

"In the past, the Ten Mile 
River served as one of the state's 
most important fish habitats," 
sa id Chafee. "Shad, alewives, 
and herring fi lled its waters -
enhancing the biod iversity, and 
providing a source of food for 
the animals that live along the 
river 's edge and beneath its sur
face. And now, thanks to the 
hard work of Save The Bay, we 
are that much closer to realiz
ing our goal of restoring these 
historic fisheries to the lower 
reaches of the river." 

The goal of the restoration is 
to reestablish a self-sustaining 
run of American shad, alewives, 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Join The 
Adventure! 

Hosting a high school ex
change student starting this 
August is like bringing the 
world to your doorstep. 

The Foundation for Intercul
tura l Travel matches interna
tional students with host fami
lies across the United States . 
Farrtilies of all "types" are eli
gible to host, retired cou pies to 
single parent families . Not only 
two parent families ha ve en
joyed hosting an international 
son or daughter. 

Students arrive before your 
school's start date, and bring 
their own spending money for 
clothes, entertainment and 
other expenses. They have their 
own medical insurance as well. 

Host families agree to room 
and board and to include them 
as a family member. We have 
one semester, as we ll as aca
demic school year students. All 
students speak English. Ca ll to 
set up an interview with our lo
ca l representative. 

For more information with
out obliga tion, ca ll: Foundation 
for lnte rcultural Tra ve l, 
Maryann, toll free (877) 439-7862. 

:~· ,~ Feinstein's 
Challenge 

Raises $1 Million 
in Rhode Island 

$35.1 Million Nationally 
For the fo urth consecutive 

year, Rhode Island philanthro
pist Alan Shawn Feinstein' s an
nua l hunger cha llenge has 
raised rrtillions of dollars for 
agencies throughout the coun
try feeding the needy, with the 
help of the Rhode Island Foun
dation and many Rotary Clubs 
na tion wide. Rhode Is lan d 
agencies took in $1,050,995, 
plus an additional $81,308 in 
grant money from the Feinstein 
Foundation and the Rhode ls
land Foundation. In Massachu
setts $1,820,005 was raised and 
they will receive $102,890 more 
in grant money from both the 
Feinstein Foundation and an 
anonymous Massachusetts 
charitable foundation. 

More than 1,400 non-profit 
agencies - food banks, 
churches, and food pantries 

from all states - used the 
Feinstein $1 million challenge 
in March and April to raise a 
total of $35,077,062 nation
wide. His $1 million is being 
divided proportionately 
among all participating agen
cies. 

Feinstein's yea rly national 
challenges were s tarted in 
1997, prompted by reports 
from emergency food provid
ers of increasing numbers of 
people coming to them for as
sistance. He also started a pe
tition to Congress and the 
president asking thei r help to 
end hunger in America, which 
has garnered nearly 1 million 
to date. To sign the petition 
electronica ll y or to get the 
la test updated tota ls, visit 
<www.feinsteinfoundation. 
com>. 

Friends of Roger 
Williams Park Announce 

Web Site Launch 
On June 1, the Fri ends of 

Roger Williams Park debuted its 
latest project - the Roger Will
iams Park Botartical Center Web 
site <www. rwpbota.nicalcenter. 
org>. Visitors to the site can 
view the original sketches and 
renderings of the proposed Bo
tanical center's conservatory, 
education center, library, wel
come center, and forma l ga r
dens, all scheduled to open in 
2003. The Web site also high
lights the Botanica l Center's 
construction schedule, site plan, 
and concept plan as well as of
fers the public a chance to sign 
up to receive the center's news
letter, Branching Out, which will 
be distributed three times per 
year. 

Park attractions and events, 
including exhibits at the Mu
seum of Natural History, 

children's activities at the Car
ousel Village, garden talks, dis
plays, and fairs at the Charles 
H. Smith Greenhouses, and a 
link to the zoo's Web s ite 
<www. rwpzoo.org> are listed. 
information is also available on 
the Friends of Roger Williams 
Park newest venture, the East 
Side Floral & Antique Festival, 
to be held Sept. 29 and 30 on the 
East Side's beautiful Blackstone 
Bouleva rd. 

Be sure to visi t us onJine at 
<www.rwpbotanicalcenter.org> 
to obtain the most up-to-date 
information on these events and 
a ll other happenings in the 
"Jewel of Providence." For fur
ther information on Roger Wil
liams Park attractions and the 
Botanical Center project, call the 
park public relations office at 
785-9450, ext. 210. 

Breast Cancer Web Site 
Launched to Educate Women 

Marisa Weiss, M.D., a practicing oncologist specializing in 
breast cancer for 15 yea rs, says a prescription for information 
can be just as valuable as a prescription for med ication. She 
launched <www.breastcancer.org> a year ago in an effort to help 
women make sense of complex med ica l and personal informa
tion about breast cancer and tq guide each woman to the best 
decisions for her life. j '1' 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 
Trinity Rep Invests 
New Endowment With 
R.I. Foundation 

Arnold B. Chace, chairman 
of Trinity Repertory Company's 
board of trustees, announced 
recently that the theater com
pany has established a new en
dowment fund. The Foundation 
for Trinity Repertory Company, 
a new non-profit organization, 
is managed by The Rhode Is
land Foundation. Thanks to the 
success of Trinity Rep's four
year fund-raising campaign, 
Trinity Rep has eliminated its 
long-term debt. A major chal
lenge grant from the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation enabled 
the company to raise and invest 
more than $600,000 in the new 
endowmen t fund ; existing 
p ledges wi ll raise the fund's 
value to nearly $1 million. 

"I'm delighted to share the 
news that Trinity Repertory 
company has placed its long
term future in good hands," 
said Chace. "Building our en
dowment has been a priority for 
some time. The endowment will 
provide a vital source of annual 
operating support, year after 
year. Clearly, there's no better 
place for Trinity's endowment 
than The Rhode Island Founda
tion, with its distinguished rus
tory, sound investment philoso
phy, rughly skilled fund manag
ers, and enduring stabi li ty." 

"Since 1916, The Rhode Is
land Foundation has se rved 
Rhode Island, managing the 
growth of such funds in support 
of the community," said Ronald 
Gallo, executive director, The 
Rhode Island Foundation. "By 
investing Trinity Rep's endow-

ment with The Rhode Island 
Foundation, its board of trust
ees has chosen to protect and 
maximize future earnings in 
support of the theater's pro
gramming. Trinity Rep's staff 
can focus on the artistic, educa
tional, and community work 
they do best." 

"This is another shlning ex
ample of the great strides Trin
ity Rep has made during Oskar 
Eustis' tenure as artistic direc
tor," said William P. Wingate, 
Trinity Rep's managing director. 
"When he arrived here in 1994, 
the company's annual operat
ing budget was $3.5 million, but 
it carried an accumulated debt 
of $3.2 million. Now, our bud
get has grown to $7 million in 
support of professionalism and 
the expansion of our artistic and 
educational programming, but 
the organization is debt-free. 
We've made good on our prom
ise to restore and expand our 
endowment fund . It wouldn't 
have been possible without the 
truly extraordinary support of 
the community and an organi
zation-wide commitment to fis
ca l di scip line which has re
sulted in five years of balanced 
income and expenses." 

For more information, or to 
make a contribution to the 
Foundation for Trinity Reper
tory Company, please call de
velopment director Steve Sorin 
at 521-1100 or write to the Foun
dation for Trinity Repertory 
Company, c/o The Rhode Is
land Foundation, 1 Union Sta
tion, Providence, R.I. 02903. 

Celtic Chanteuse Susan 
McKeown Comes to 
Waterplace Park June 22 

The Providence Parks De
partment, Office of Cultural Af
fairs, invites you to its 25th An
niversary Concert Series at 
Waterplace Park. On June 22 at 
7 p.m. the series will present the 
Celtic Music of Susan 
McKeown. 

Internationally renowned re
cording artist Susan McKeown 
expands the perimeters of tra
ditional Celtic song by smartly 
incorporating colors from other 
world music styles. A classically 
trained songwriter, McKeown 
widens the breadth of the genre 
to encompass a modem blend 
of jazz, blues, rock and spicy 
percussion. Bred on religious 
music but enamored with like 
mind fo lk souls such as Michele 
Shocked, McKeown pairs 
Gaelic yams about stormy riv
ers and star-crossed lovers with 
polyrhythmic percussion and 
her fierce alto vocals. 

bums to date. They have toured 
throughout North America and 
Europe and have performed at 
festivals in Glastonbury (UK), 
Tonder (Denmark), and Hallein 
(Austria). McKeown will also be 
performing at The Newport 
Folk Festival on Aug. 4. All her 
performances walk on the wild 
side of the Gaelic melody and 
are sure to please. 

"Susan McKeown ... had the 
audacity to out and out upstage 
not only the talent around her, 
but the evenings muse herself ... 
McKeown grabbed both song 
and audience by the th roat, 
dragged them through heaven 
and hell and back again, and left 
the stage to the loudest ap
plause heard all evening." -
Rolling Stone Magazine 

For an updated schedule of 
concerts, please visit <www. 
caparts.org>. 

'The Mikado' Playing at 
Mill River Dinner Theatre 

Kneeling: Ted Mitchell (Ko-Ko), The Mikado (Chuck Petitbon), Lords and Ladies Chorus in 
the background. "The Mikado" playing at the Miller River Dinner Theatre now thru June 22 in 
Central Falls, call 721-0909 for tickets and reservations. 

Virginia Lync;h Gallery Presents 
New Paintings by Jules Olitski 

Sculpture by Willard Boepple through July 15 
The Virginia Lynch Gallery 

presents new paintings and 
prints by Jules Olitski, with 
sculpture in the upstairs gallery 
by Willard Boepple, June 17 
through July 15. 

Ga llery hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 

A preview of the show can be 
viewed on the gallery's all new 
Web site at <www.vlynch 
gallery. com>. 

Jules Olitski, honored in art 
rustory texts as a central figure 
in the development of abstract 
and colorfield painting in the 
United States, developed in 
1995 a new way of interpreting 
the landscape color and form. 
Working not only at rus home 
on Lake Winnipesaukee in New 
Hampshire, but in Connecticut 
and Florida as well, Olitski has 
produced a large body of work 
over the last several years, with 
a series of monotypes, watercol
ors, pastels, acrylics, and vari
ous mixed media combinations 
that range in size from large to 
small. Most feat u re intense 
landscape derived forms -
trees, cliffs, sunrises and islands 
- expressed in thoughtful 
phantom moods that srurnmer 
and radiate. 

Born in Snovsk, Russia, in 
1922, Olitski is a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences and an Associate of the 
National Academician. His 
work is represented in dozens 
of major private and public col
lections worldwide, including 
the National Gallery of Canada, 
the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts, the Crucago Art Institute, 
the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, 
the Israel Museum, Metropoli
tan Museum of Art, Museum of 
Modern Art, The Solomon 
Guggenheim Museum, and the 
Whitney Museum of American 
Art. 

Willard Boepple's sculptures 
first demand your attention by 
being both severe and sensuous, 
confrontational and discreet, 
entirely original and clearly part 
of the tradition of constructed 
sculpture. Resonant, thought
ful, expressive, often playful, 
Boepple' s constructions made 
of wood seem wholly self-suf
ficient- evidently about them-

selves and the rustory of their 
making. Yet it is equaUy evident 
that they take their bearings 
from traditional landmarks of 
our domestic landscape: step
ladders, boxes, tools and 
shelves . Boepple's sculptures 
declare hi s whole-hea rted 
(some times irreverent) alle
giance to modernism; for an
other, the ordinary objects that 
provide rum with the impetus 
for invention are not the subject 
of rus work. 

Boepple' s work is in numer
ous private collections and in the 
public collections of the Metro
politan Museum of Art, the Bos
ton Museum of Fi ne Arts, 
Edmonton Art Gallery, National 
Ga llery of Botswana and the 
National Gallery of Kenya. 

The Virginia Lynch Gallery is 
located 3883 Main Road, Route 
77 Tiverton, R.I. 02878. Call 624-
3392. 

& Mill River 
Dinner Theater 
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The Place For Great Dinnertainment 

Gilbert & Suilivan's 
Best Musical Comedy 

McKeown has won praise for 
her dynamic co ntra lto and 
unique music in the pages of 
Time, Newsweek, and Rolling 
Stone. She has performed on 
several public radio programs 
as well as on the television show 
"CBS Saturday Morning" and 
the PBS concert program, "Ses
sions at West 54th," as a guest 
of Natalie Merchant. McKeown 
and her band The Chan ting 
House have released five al-
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1 ~ ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
RISO Museum Presents 'Art of the Unconscious' Theatre-By-The-Sea 

Surrealist Works From the Museum's Collection Opens With A Toe Tapper 
June 22 to Sept. 16 

From Dali's melting clocks to 
"Twin Peaks," Surrealism has 
had an inestimable impact on 
contemporary popular culture. 
An upcoming exhibition at The 
RISO Museum places the influ
ential movement in its original 
his torical context, recalling its 
roots in revolutionary politics 
and F reudian theories about the 
unconscious. In response to the 
horrors of World War I, the Sur
realists rejected Western values 
- particularly the reliance upon 
rationality and logic - which 
they believed had culminated in 
the carnage of warfare and the 
exploitation of the masses. 

analysis and the unconscious. 
The works often draw from 
dream imagery and the imagi
nations of children, the insane, 
and so-called " primitive" soci-

The Museum of Art was 
founded as part of Rhode Island 
School of Design in 1877. Today, 
its permanent collection consists 
of more than 80,000 works of art 

Drawing from its extensive 
collection, The RISO Museum 
exhibition explores Surrealism 
from its origins in the early 
1920s up through the 1960s. Fea
turing a w ide variety of media, 
"Art of the Unconscious" will 
present major examples of Sur
realism, including a dreamlike 
painting by Sa lvador Dali, a 
strange and whimsical compo
sition by Joan Miro, an assem
blage by Man Ray, and a 
"biomorphi c" sculpture by 
Henry Moore. The artists repre
sented either showed works in 
the original international Surre
alist exhibiti ons, or clearly pro
fessed a personal affiliation with 
ideas and artistic approaches of 
the movement. 

Matta (Matta Echaurren) Chilean, b. 1911 Abstraction oil o n pa
per; 57" x 74 1/2" Colleciton Museum of Art, RISO 54.189 

The se lected works exem
plify many important aspects of 
Surrealism: its broad range from 
abstraction to figuration; a rtis
tic techniques such as automatic 
writing; the emphasis that many 
of its practitioners placed on text 
and reproducible, printed me
dia; and most generally, its uru
fying conceptual bases, particu
larly the interest in psycho-

eties to create a vision of an a l
ternate reality, which the artists 
believed could challenge the 
bourgeois status quo. 

Many of the major Surrealist 
pieces to be shown are either by 
Latin American artists or by 
European and North American 
artists who spent considerable 
amounts of time in Latin 
America . Using severaJ works 
from the Nancy Sayles Day Col
lection of Modem Latin Ameri
can Art, including a monumen
tal drawing by Roberto Matta 
and two ofWifredo Lam's most 
important paintings, the exhibi
tion addresses how the Su rre
a list movement fos tered a vari
ety of international artistic and 
cultural interchanges. 

from di verse periods, cu I tu res, 
and genres. Located on the edge 
of downtown Providence, the 
museum showcases an array of 
ever-changing ex hibitions, 
which encompass a range of ar
eas and periods of world cul
ture. 

Hours are Tuesday to Sun
day, 10 am. to 5 p .m .; third 
Thursday of the month until 9 
p.m. Admission is $5 for adults, 
$4 for senior citizens, $1 for ages 
5 to 8, $2 for college students 
with val id identification. Free 5 
to 9 p .m. on the third Thursday 
of each month, and for Free-For
All Saturdays (last Saturday of 
the month). For information, 
ca ll 454-6500 or <www. ri sd . 
edu/museum.cfrn>. 

Carolyn Martino Live at 
Writers' Circle June 29 I 

Comedic storyteller Carolyn 
Martino is featured at the 
Brown Faculty Club, June 29, at 
One Magee St. in Providence, 
R.I. Dinner and cash bar opens 
to the public a t 6 p .m. An open 
mike follows the featured artist. 
Writers and musicians of origi-

. I 
Terrific tapping ._ 
Classic Gershwin 

nal material can sign up at the 
door. Tickets are $8 for the caba
ret. For information or reserva
tions call 461-6691. 

A native Rhode Is land er, 
Caroly n Martino has been a 
professional storyteller, actress, 
s inge r a nd teacher for more 

tunes! 24 
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than 31 years. She has toured 
her shows to New York and the 
West Coast for 15 years. Now 
back in Rhode Island, she hap
pily tells traditional and per
sonal tales and conducts story
telling workshops throughout 
New England. The founder of 
Word of Mouth Productions, 
Rhode island audiences will re
member her autobiographical, 
one-woman show, "Masks," 
and he r performances a t the 
Jonnycake and Rhode Island 
Storytelling Festivals. Children 
can see Martino during the sum
mer, when she performs fo r the 
statewide library reading pro
gram. H er performance on June 
29 is for adults only and will be 
a collage of original tales about 
New York and her father Mike. 

YOU'Hl UAVING7 
Take time to let us know. 

Whenever and wherever you 
go, we want you to tell us. 

Tell US - not the Post Office. 
Th ey don't tell us 

everything, you know! 

by Tj Feldman 
Five days later my toes are 

s till tapping to the snappy 
Gershwin tunes in the Theater
By-The-Sea production of "My 
One and Only." The show is a 
classic boy-meets-girl tale which 
follows young aviator Billy Buck 
Chancller, who dreams of being 
the first man to fly solo across the 
Atlantic. He falls in love with an 
aquacade star named Edythe 
Chandler who has already 
swum the English channel and 
strives to win her heart. 

The classic Gershwin tunes 
"S'Wonderful," "Nice Work If 
You Can Get It," and "Strike Up 
the Band" are combined with 
high-energy tap dancing that 
make it hard to si t stil l. The cos
tumes and lighting were a per
fect complement to the sets, and 
the whole performance was a 
terrific treat to the eyes and ears. 

Bob Durkin direc ted and 
choreographed thi s timeless 
classic. Broadway veterans 
Craig Waletzko (Billy Buck) and 

Liz Pearce (Edythe) are a perfect 
pair. The rest of the cast includes 
seasoned New York performers 
Kirsten Wyatt, who plays Billy 
Buck's saucy mechanic Mickey, 
along with Steven Stein
Grainger as Nikki. Richie 
McCall (Mr.Magix) and Andrei 
Oark (Rev. J.D. Montgomery) 
round out the ensemble. 
Gershwin lovers will cherish 
"My One and Only," and the 
s how will win over n ew· 
Gershwin fans with its infec
tious tunes. 

My One and Only" runs un
til June 24 and should not be 
missed . Performances are 
scheduled for Tuesday, Wednes
day, and Friday evenin gs at 8 
p.m., Thursdays at 2 p.m., Sat
urdays at 5 and 9 p.m., and Sun
day evenings at 5 p.m. 

Theatre-By-The-Sea is a 
South County institution and 
this season has started with a 
bang. For more information 
visit <www.theatrebythesea. 
com> or call 782-8587. 

Kirsten Wyatt and Steven Stein-Grainger portray and Mickey 
and Prince Nikki in Theatre-By-The Sea's production the styl
ish, exhilarating musical, "My One and Only" now thru June 
24. Plzoto courtesy o/Theatre-By-TI1e-Sea 

Two Exhibits at 
CenterCity in June! 

Show dates will be June 21 to July 14 and opening reception 
will be on Gallery Night Providence from 5 to 9 p.m. CenterCity 
Contemporary Arts will present two exhibitions of new work 
to the public. 

A.K.A.: Also Known As 
AK.A.: Also Known As is an exhibition of artwork by four 

career professionals who are also artists. Participating profes
sionals include Edward Chernesky, M.D., Michael Everett, Jef
frey Scorza and Tiffi Whitehouse. 

Artist-in-Residence: Dauna Noble 
Visit the artisl'as she works in the gallery making paintings 

and works on paper. Noble will dedicate her residency to con
structing a series of mini quilts that depict iconography and 
organic symbolism. Stop by the gallery Tuesday to Thursday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to observe Noble at work! 

The event is free and open to the public. CenterCity is lo
cated at The Arcade, 65 Weybosset St. in Providence. Call 521-
2990. Hours are Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p .m. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
A Travel Guide to Jewish Europe 'Via Dolorosa' Takes a 

Provocative Look at 
The Middle East 

Author Ben G. Frank 
"This book is fu ll of interest

ing tidbits." - The New York 
Times 

Poland allow thi s updated 
book to combine practica l 
travel information, intriguing 

is a p erfect compa nion for 
those seeking their roots in Eu
rope or for those searching for 

"Not just for the Jewish 
traveler, but for anyone who 
is interested in Jewish his
tory." - Traveler's Resources 

places where relatives and 
friends lived . 

Ben G. Frank, a consult
ant to airlines and tourist 
offices, is president of the 
Frank Promotion Group. 
He has traveled in Europe 
for more than 20 years gath
ering information and vis
iting Jewish communities. 
A member of numerous in
ternational press organiza
tions, including the Over
seas Press Club a nd the 
American Jewish Public Re
lations Society, Frank has 
published articles in maga
z ines a nd newspape rs 
around the world. He is one 
of the most noted travel 

One Man Show to Run For One Night Only on June 25 

World War II left many 
scars on the face of Europe 
and left its ugly mark on the 
Jewish people . More than 
five decades later, an abun
dance of Jewish institutions 
and cu ltural activities still 
endure in a world that goes 
back more than 2,000 years 
- Jewish Europe. 

A Travel Guide to Jewish 
Europe (2001, 752 pages, $23 
softcover) introduces read
ers to areas that survived the 
devastating effects of the 
war, and guides first-time 
and experienced European 
trave lers to loca l Je wi sh 
neighborhoods and histori
cal sites. Kosher restaurants, 
historic synagogues, and an
cient monuments are detailed . 
New chapters on the Czech Re
public, Hungary, Slovakia, and 

THIRD EDITION 
By Ben G. Fr11nk 
A prru:1fcnl, 1mrt,ol11I, mrd adrenturoH.$/ourntry tbrousb 
blstorlcJetrl.lb liuropt, /,icludl111 1tosbu nsllll.rttnts, c11/a, 
.fyn4A"0.JUU, and must1ums, p/,u cull11ral a11d ~IDJle slln. 

Notl'lncludcsRomanlaRndBul,i::arla 

stories, and an enlightening in
vestigation into Jewish contri
butions to European history. It 

writers on Jewish commu
nities and culture. 

"Whether you are off to 
Europe or an armchair trav
eler, [this] is a wonderful 
and informati ve compan -

ion fo r travel in the Jewish 
world ." - Ari Goldman, The 
Search for God at Harvard 

by Arlene Sherman 
When one mentions the 

name Oskar Eustis, thoughts of 
Trinity Rep are not far behind. 
For the past seven years, he has 
been wearing the hat ofTrinity' s 
artistic director. On June 25, he 
will be wearing the hat of per
former when he m a kes hi s 
Providence performance debut 
in a one-man show called "Via 
Dolorosa." The show, directed 
by Amanda Dehnert, was writ
ten by award-winning play
wright David Hare about his 
thoughts and experiences dur
ing a journey to Israel in 1997. 

Sunset Music Festival Features 
Award-Winning Line-Up 

When Eustis saw Hare per
form this monologue in New 
York, he said he was "absolutely 
blown away by it" because he 
connected with so many of 
Hare's feelings and descriptions 
of his encounters when Eustis 
went on his own trip to Israel 
in 1996. "The combination of 
emotional, intellectual, [and] 
socia l reactions to this extraor
dinary part of the world were 
so d eep and so complicated 
that, in a way it is not exagger
ating to say that it had an im
pact on my life. This feels like a 
way of speaking about them 
without having to become a 
writer, because rm not a writer 
so I wouldn't know how to do 
that. It is a way of expressing 
some of those fee lings and 
thoughts through the worlds of 
a far greater writer than I - but 
another theatrical Gentile on a 
trip to Israel." 

Five night festi va l to offer 
something for everyone ... folk, 
pop, jazz, traditional. 

The Newport Yachting Cen
ter, its title sponsor, Sovereign 
Bank and its presenting sponsor 
NBC-10 have secured an eclec
tic line-up of award-winni ng 
performers and added an 
additional evening of en
tertainment for its popular 
Sunset Music Festival, 
scheduled for five con
secutive nights from June 
24 to June 28 on the historic 
Newport watE!rfront. The 
diverse list of headliners 
for the outdoor tented 
event include the band 
CPR, featuring Rock and 
Roll Hall of Farner David 
Crosby, internationally ac
claimed Irish tenor John 
McDermott, leading con
temporary folk singer Dar 
Williams with special 
guest Kay Hanley, innova-
tive al ternative rock band They 
Might Be Giants and, back by 
popular demand, the swee t 
sounds of Livingston Taylor 
with special guest Aztec Two
Step. 

Poetry Writing 
Workshops 

Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m. on June 26 for two series of 
Poetry Writing Workshops to be 
conducted by Lauri Burke at the 
Barrington Public Library. The 
sessions will run as follows on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 

Session I will be held July 10 
to 31. 

Session II will be held Aug. 
7 to 28. 

Registrants may choose one 
of the series (the second is a re
pea t of the first). Registrations 
will be taken by phone or in 
person at the library's reference 
desk. There is no charge for 
these workshops. 

Call 247-1920. 

"We've seen a d ramatic in
crease in the popularity of the 
festival in each of its first three 
years," sa id Christopher 
Perrotti, festi va l director and 
genera l manage r of the New
port Yachting Center. "These 
results gave us the confidence 

They Might Be Giants 

this year to not only book an 
even higher level of headliners 
but to add another evening of 
entertainment as well." Perrotti 
added that the advantage of the 
five day, off-weekend schedule 
is twofCJld; it allows ticket prices 
to be kept relatively low and 
concertgoers to enjoy down
town Newport when the city is 
less crowded. 

The line-up and schedule for 
the fourth annual Sovereign 
Bank Sunset Music Festival is as 
follows: 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTA~---·-

1N CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, THE LAVOIES I Chepochet Village, R.I. 
(401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

VISIT US AT WWW THEPURPlECAT COM 

June 24 - John McDermott, 
Shenanigan's, Liam Tiernan. 

June25-Dar Williams, Kay 
Hanley, Mary Ann Rossoni 

June 26 - CPR and David 
Crosby, Thompson Brothers 
Band, Kevin Sullivan 

June 27 - They Might Be 
Giants, The Becky Chase 
Band 

June 28 - Livingston 
Tay lor, Aztec Two-Step, 
Lisa Martin 

Tickets for the Sovereign 
Bank Sunset Music Festi val 
can be excl usive ly pur
chased through the New
port Yachting ~enter box 
office at 846-1600, ext. 2. 
Tickets can also be ordered 
on the Web at <newport 
festivals .com>. Prices are 
$23 in advance and $28 the 
day of the show for John 
McDermott, CPR and They 
Might Be Giants are $20 in 
advance and $25 the day of 

the show for Dar Williams and 
Livingston Taylor. 

The Newport Yachting Center 
is located off America's Cup Av
enue on 4 Commercial Wharf in 
Newport. Gates for the Sunday 
performance will open at 1 p.m. 
with music starting at 2 p.m. and 
McDermott going on at 4 p.m. 
For weeknight performances, the 
gates will open at 5 p.m. with 
music starting at 6 p.m. and the 
main act going on at 8 p.m. 

Eustis will present the play 
one night only (June 25 at 7 
p .m.) in the for m of a staged 
reading. Eustis remarked that 
Hare's story" . . . is as beautifully 
written as it is complica ted . It's 
been very provocative. There 
are definitely people who ha ve 
not been pleased with every
thing he says. He wrestles with 
the issues of Palestinian rights 
and Palestinian claims in a very 

• 
New Exhibit at 
Naval Museum 

The Naval War College Mu
seum cordially invites you to 
see "Torpedo Range Island," an 
exhibit of Gould Island, Nar
ragansett Bay, the Navy's prin
cipal torpedo test-firing site in 
World War II. The exhibit will 
be open through the fall of 2001. 
The Naval War College is lo
cated at 686 Cushing Road, 
Newport. 

<2%:ne ef.ul,Uz.?t ~tuWJte 

l1111ch T11esday-Sat11rday 11:30-2 pm ~Di1111er Daily 5 to JO pm 
Private Parties & Catering 

* * * Excellenr - Rhode /s fa,id Monthfy 

455 Main Street • East Greenwich, RI 02818 
Tel . (401 ) 884-7 100 • Fax (40 1) 884-7 110 • www.theindianclub.com 

serious way. He doesn't at all 
dismiss them, which is enough 
to bother some people. But he 
does it in a way that I think is 
smart and fair and complicated 
and really, really rich." He be
lieves that the evening will be 
exciting and provoke a lot of 
discussion, and for this reason, 
there will be a discussion fol
lowing the show. 

Hare draws from conversa
tions with politicians, artists, 
settlers, and historians in Israel: 
a nd Pales tini an territories . 
Through his observations of the 
people and the land, his own 
va lues and beliefs were chal
lenged. Eustis says that Hare 
speaks from a position of an 
"extremely smart, extremely 
sens itive, ex tremely sympa
thetic Gentile visiting Israel and 
trying to grapple with the Israeli 
reality." 

How does Eustis, as a direc
tor, feel about being directed? "I 
hate it," he chucked . "I don' t 
like being told what to do - but 
I'm sure it is good fo r me. [My 
direc tor] told me tha t she 
wou ldn' t let me do it unless she 
directed me, and I do anything 
Amanda says because she is the 
most tal e nted person in the 
building." He went on to say 
that it will be a humbling expe
rience for him, because "it is a 
remi nder of how much the 
people that I direct everyday are 
putting themselves on the line 
and how nerve wracking it is to 
be your own instrument. I think 
it will humanize me. I'm glad 
to be doing it.. . I'm scared ... but 
I'm glad." 

Tickets for "Via Dolorosa" 
are $50 and $100 for patrons, 
who receive priority seating and 
ti ckets to patrons' reception. 
Tickets are available through 
the Trinity Rep box office at 351-
4242. 

The catered reception for this 
performance is donated by The 
Gatehouse Restaurant. 

The Community Players 
prowlly present 

j!lwt.M· 
(-:,~ ~~ 

by Alfred Uhry 
directed by Vincent Lupino 

.?V'ii51,IJA4 1i3~i·k 
June 22-24 

Friday and Saturday 
evenings at 8:00 P.M. 

Sunday Matinees at 2,00 P.M. 
at Jenks Jr. High Auditorium, 

Division St., Pawtucket 
(aLTOssfrom McCoy Sr,1diw11) 

Adults$ 10 
Students (through high school) $8 

RESERVATIONS: 
(401) 726-6860 

http://mcmbcrs. hume.nc!/Jgillis2 
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OBITUARIES 
EVELYN BRODSKY 

WARWICK Evelyn 
(Brown) Brodsky, 85, of Barstow 
Road, a retired secretary, died 
June 14 in Rhode Island Hospi
tal. 

She was the wife of the late 
Harry R. Brodsky. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of _the late 
Samuel and Lena (Godfrey) 
Brown, she had lived in Provi
dence and Warwick all her life. 

. She was the rabbi's secretary 
at Temple Emanu-El, Provi
dence, for many years, retiring 
in 1973, and a life member of the 
temple and its Leisure Club. She 
was a member of the Majestic 
Club and Cranston Seniors. 

She leaves her twin sister, 
Charlotte Swartz of Pawtucket; 
a nephew, Barry Swartz; a great
niece, Carol Bader of North 
Providence; and a companion, 
Herbert Rothschild of Cranston. 
She was the sister of the late 
Susan, Maurice and Frank 
Brown, Minnie Davis and Rose 
Abelkop. 

A graveside service was held 
June 15 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. 1n lieu of flow
ers, contributions may be made 
to your favorite charity. The 
family was assisted with the ar
rangements by the Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

JERROLDM. 
NELSON 

WARWICK 
Jerrold M. Nelson, 59, of 68 
Zachariah Place, chairman of 
ECO-Rx, Tiverton, died June 13 
at Memorial Hospital of Rhode 
Island, Pawtucket. 

He was the husband of Dor
othy (Phillips) Nelson. They 
were married for 21 years. Born 

in Philadelphia, a son of the late 
Aaron and Reba (Blitzstein) 
Nelson, he had lived in 
Warwick for nine years. 

He was chairman of the 
board of ECO-Rx for six years. 

He attended Temple Univer
sity, Philadelphia, and was a 
Vietnam War veteran, serving 
in the Army. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
nephew, David Weiss. 

A funeral service was held 
June 15 in the chapel in Swan 
Point Cemetery, Providence. 1n 
lieu of flowers contributions in 
his memory may be made to the 
Leukemia Society. Arrangements 
were made by Shalom Memorial 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston, R.I. 02920. 

PEARL T. WAGNER 
PAWTUCKET - Pearl T. 

Wagner, of 544 Pleasant St., a 
retired jewelry inspector, died 
June 15 at Oak Hill Nursing 
Center. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Joseph and Rose 
(Metz) Wagner, she had lived in 
the city most of her life. 

She was a jewelry inspector 
for both Silverman Brothers and 
Brier's Mfg. Co., for more than 
40 years, retiring 22 years ago. 

She leaves a brother, Herbert 
Wagner of Providence; and sev
eral nieces and nephews. She 
was the sister of the late Charles 
Wagner. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held June 18 in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions in 
her memory may be made to 
your favorite charity. Arrange
ments were made by Shalom 
Memorial Chapel, 1100 New 
London Avenue, Cranston, R.I. 

July Mutual Support Session 
Project Survivors Outreach Services invites all families and 

friends of homicide victims, to join us for a mutual support ses
sion on: July 16 at Rhode Island Victims' Advocacy & Support 
Center, 875 Oaklawn Ave., Cranston, R.l. at 7 p.m. 

This support session is designed to provide information, cop
ing tips, and linkage with others who share a similar loss. If you 
would like additional information, call 943-9266. This session will 
be facilitated by Nancy Hood, LICSW, from the Counseling Cen
ter of Roger Williams University. Support sessions are sponsored 
by the RIVASC, in collaboration with Justice Assistance. Funding 
is provided through the Rhode Island Legislature and the Rhode 
Island Justice Commission. 

Your Only Local Family
Owned Jewish Funeral Home 

Serving Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts 

Michael 0. Smith, R.E. 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Out of State 

Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

,,.,.. .. ,._ 
.~ .... G\_ Certified by the 

~ 'Ii::.~' i R./. Board of Rabbis 

Member Nationa l and Rhode Island 
Funeral Directors As!;Ociations 

Pre-Need Programs Available 
Wheelchair Accessible 

A House of Mourning 
by Mitchell Finkel 

Throughout most of our his
tory we have been on trial. 
Sometimes the charge was 
deicide and sometimes it was 
simply a matter of xenophobia. 
More recently, the Nazis added 
a new and more insidious 
charge to this litany of libels: the 
defilement of an Aryan people. 
1n most cases, some special tri
bunal decided what evidence 
was admissible and whose tes
timony was relevant. Again and 
again, the charges became the 
verdict, and our innocence a 
confirmation of our guilt. Some
time after the Yorn Kippur War, 
for reasons still unknown, our 
media left the sidelines and en
tered the fray. Since then Israel 
has been flayed by a thick tangle 
of accusations. 

There seems to be a nodding 
acceptance by our media of the 
proposition that as a foreign im
plant in an Arab preserve the Is
raelis should be far more solici
tous of Palestinian aspirations. 
Obviously, if that point of view 
was to prevail, some frames of 
reference would have to be 
shifted . If, for example, Israel is 
to be portrayed as an imperious 
occupier, than all the certainties 
of Jewish history would have to 
be evaded. And, if Israel's secu
rity concerns are to be 
trivialized, then all the catego
ries of belligerence would have 
to be limited to the Israeli-Pal
estinian conflict whi le 
marginalizing the threat from 
Israel's Arab neighbors . How 
ironic. During the 30s and 40s, 
when millions of Jews were be
ing ritually slaughtered, the cov
erage was distressingly scant. 

Today, for all the wrong rea
sons, the media is obsessed with 
Israel. For example, the media 
dutifully reported but never ex
amined the Arab charge that it 
was the agonizing pace of the 
peace process that triggered the 
current round of violence. But 
the truth is otherwise. Even dur
ing the heady days of the peace 
process there was never a real 
respite in the level of violence. 
1n the six years before this Al 
Aqsa Intifada, there were more 
than 4,000 incidents that killed 
or maimed some 2,000 Israelis. 

But all that has been put aside 
so that Chairman Arafat can 
continue to wail about Israeli 
excesses - excesses that were, 
of course, triggered by the 

chairman's own excesses. On 
May 23, less that three weeks 
ago, Israel declared a unilateral 
cease-fire. The Arab response: 
23 killed and 300 wounded. 1n 
the past eight months, Israel has 
been battered by more than 
7,500 attacks. These attacks 
have run the gamut to gunfire 
and from mortar fire to explo
sive devices. Hundreds have 
been killed or wounded; tens of 
thousands have been trauma
tized. If one considers the enor
mity of this assault, and then 
considers Israel's surpassing 
military assets, one might con
clude that Israel's restraint is 
some kind of dress rehearsal for 
national suicide. 

Now that Arafat has let loose 
all the expletives of war, board
ing a school bus, driving to 
work, or simply shopping has 
become a palpitating experience 
for most Israelis. Israel has be
come a house of mourning. Its 
exaltations now toll like lamen
tations and its sacred anthems 
peal like doleful dirges. All of 
our petitions to the media 
monoliths about this reality 
have been ceremoniously dis
missed. Artfully, our media has 
succeeded in blurring the dis
tinction between martyrs and 
murderers, and in obfuscating 
the difference between rage and 
reason. 

1n the meanwhile, the Ameri
can Jewish community has, for 

the most part, confronted all this 
with a dogged passivity. It is a 
passivity that is more to be 
feared than aJI the wild-eyed 
zealots in Arafat's fraternity. It 
is a passivity that can only pre
pare our minds for subservi
ence. We must learn to resist the 
enchantments of that passivity 
as we free ourselves from the 
bigotry of our denial. 

Only a full exposit ion of 
Israel's perilous predicament 
can possibly end this passivity, 
this denial. Only the full ac
count of the thousand and one 
horrors that Israel has been sub
jected to can possibly evoke that 
long-awaited response from our 
community. Every Jewish peri
odical, every Jewish publication 
can facilitate that response by 
becoming a witness for the Jew
ish State. 1n every issue of every 
publication that witnessing 
could be exemplified by having 
a running tally of the toll that this 
Al Aqsa Intifada, this pogrom 
has visited upon our brethren. 

For all of us who are 
wounded by the outrages that 
have become a daily occurrence 
in Israel, and wounded again by 
our media's coverage of these 
outrages, the Jewish press may 
be our last best hope for some 
fairness and objectivity about 
our Israel. 

Mitchell Finkel is the president 
of the Brandeis District of the Zi
onist Organization of America. 

Dignitaries Visit Site 
for Memorial Wall 

Irving Levin, chairman of the Jewish War Veterans, Rep. Jim 
Langevin, Mayor Scott Avedjsian and Sen. Jack Reed, visit the 
site of the fu ture JWV Memorial Wall in Lincoln Park Cemetary. 

Herald photo by Seth Bromley 
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Newly Remodeled Chapel 
with over a century 

of tradition and service to the 
Jewish Community of Rhode Island 

and Southeastern Massachusetts. 

• Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
• Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis Jill E. Sugarman , Director 
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458 Hope Street, Providence, RI (401) 331-8094 
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Wait Until July 1 to 
Consolidate Student 
and Parent Loans 

There have been a number of 
stories in the media recently re
garding the reduction in inter
est rates for student and parent 
loans. Every year on July 1, the 
interest rate on Stafford and 
PLUS loans are adjusted based 
on the rate for short-term U.S. 
treasury bill s. This year, the 
rates will drop from 7.59 percent 
to 5.99 percent on Stafford loans, 
while the PLUS loans will fall 
from a high rate of 8.99 percent 
to 6.79 percent. 

The new rates have been her
alded as good news for consum
ers, who can consolidate their 
loans and possibly enjoy con
siderable savings. But what's 
been missing from the coverage 
is the fact that many for-profit 
companies have been actively 
encouraging young people and 
their parents to consolidate their 
loans now, instead of allowing 
borrowers to reap the benefits 
of the new lower rates. 

The fact is, once you have 
consolidated your loans at a 
fi xed interest rate you cannot 
re finance aga in, unless yo u 
have an outstanding federal 
loan that was not previously 
consolidated. For students or 
parents who do not wait until 
July 1 to consolidate, this means 
they will be locked into higher 
interest rates on their loans for 
12 to 25 years. · 

As a non-profit, state author
ity, RISLA is dedicated to mak
ing higher education affordable 
for Rhode Islanders. Wai t until 
after July 1 to take advantage of 
these lower interest rates and 
take the time to consider the 
advantages and disadvan tages 
of loan consolidation. 

Loan consolidation offers a 
number of advantages to con
sumers: 

• the ability to convert one
yea r variable rate Stafford or 
PLUS loans to a low, fixed in
terest rate for the term of the 
loan; 

• reduced monthly pay
ments of up to 40 percent with 
a graduated repayment plan; 
and 

• centralization of loans and 
automatic payment plans that 

make for easier management 
and reduces the possibili ty of 
defaulting on loans. 

However, parents and stu
dents should realize loan con
solidation might not be the right 
option for them. Consolidation 
often sketches loan payments 
out over a longer period of time 
compares to the normal 10-year 
repayment periods. This results 
in pay more interest than exist
ing Stafford of pl US loans. Stu
dents should also be aware that 
if they consolidate too soon af
ter leavi ng college, they will 
lose some of their "grace pe
riod" on their Stafford loans. 
Stafford loans do not go into 
repayment until six months af
ter graduation. If a student were 
to consolidate within that six
month pe riod, repayments 
would be due within 60 days 
after the consolidation. 

As you can see, this can be a 
complicated and confusing pro
cess. But RISLA is doing every
thing possible to make it easY. 
for Rhode Islanders. 

Residents of the state who 
consolidate their loans with 
RISLA between July 1 and Nov. 
1, 2001, may be eligible for a 1 
percent rate reduction on top of 
the new lower rates. To qualify, 
new consolidation borrowers 
must have their payments au
tomatica lly withd rawn from 
thei r bank account and make 
timely payments. 

For those students and par
ents who may just be looking 
for information abou t their best 
options regarding consolida
tion, staff members of the Col
lege Planning Center of Rhode 
Island, loca ted at the Warwick 
Mall, are prepared to help. They 
will answer questions about 
loan consolidation and provide 
convenient, one-on-one coun
seling to help determine if loan 
consolidation is right for you. A 
loan consolidation hotline will 
also be established to provide 
assistance in completing appli
cation forms. If you have any 
questions, call RISLA at 736-
1190 or call the College Planning 
Center of Rhode Island at 736-
3170. 

Ocean State Brass 
Quintet at the Library 
Join the local horn players in The Ocean State Brass Quintet as 

they give a concert sponsored by the Barrington Pubhc Library at 
Barrington Town Gazebo at Wood's Pond, June 24 at 2 p.m. The 
quintet featuring Peter Williams and George Proulx on trumpets, 
Robert Greenawalt on horn, Craig S. Leonard on trombone ~d 
Roland Bartlett on tuba, will play a varied menu of music for all to 
enjoy. Selections to be featured include: 

"Triumphal March," by Belioz/ Olson; "Contrapunctus IX," by 
J.S. Bach / Clase!;" Amazing Grace," by Henderson, Arr.; "Mambo 
for Five," by Lebow; "That's A Plenty," by Pollack / Cooper; "So
nata No. 22," by Pezel/ King; "Pirates of Penzance Overture," by 
Sullivan / Battles & Holocombe; "Tuxedo Junction," Nagel, Arr.; 
"Polka Festival," "Pennsylvania," "Beer Barrel," and "Too Fat," 
by Nagel, Arr. . . . , 

1n case of rain the concert will be held m the hbrary s second 
floor auditorium. This concert is free and open to all. Call 247-
1920, ext. 312. 

Regular deadline tor submissions is noon on Monday. 

Re9ular deadline for advertisements is Tuesday at noon. 
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Save The Bay 
(Continued from Page 11) 

and blue-back herring to the 
lower reaches of the river. The 
Feasibility Study is necessary to 
plan and evaluate restoration 
options at the three dams along 
the river. The study w ill cost 
$260,000, of which half is paid 
by the federal government, and 
is expected to be complete by 
Aug. 2002. 

Save The Bay also received 
funds from the National Oce
anic and Atmospheric Admin
istration and the John H. Chafee 
Blackstone River Valley Na
tional Heritage Corridor to sup
port necessary staff time. 

The restoration project is a 
mode l for the restoration of 
other urban rivers such as the 
Blackstone and Pawtuxet. Con
struction of the Ten Mile River 
fish passages is expected to cost 
approximately $1.3 million and 
is to begin in 2003. 

10,000 Israeli 
Hippies 

(Continued from Page 7) 

of peace in the name of Islam, 
followed by a similar message 
from the tall, beturbaned Sheikh 
Ahmed Harouf of Tarshiha vil
lage. 

Many of those present were 
so moved that they said it was 
the highlight of the festival. 
The Chatan and Callah will no 
doubt remember these special 
blessings fo r their whole lives. 

Funny thing was, that this 
was the one event of the week
end that was completely im
promptu! When the sheikhs ar
rived, there was no one left at 
the camp to greet them - only 
peace-veteran Ga bi Myers, 
who got the idea to bring them 
to the wedding just off the top 
of his head, no pre-planning, 
only doing what felt right in the 
moment! 

After the wedding, the 
sheikhs came to the mosque 
and prayed together. I carefully 
built and lit a fire in the pit (it 
wouldn' t do to light a poor fire 
be fore these sons of desert 
d wellers) just as Shavuot was 
beginning. As Rabbi Dav id 
Zeller fini shed the evening ser
v'ice in the synagogue, 20 
meters away a joyous crowd 
gathered with the sheikhs for a 
zikhr service. I walked over to 
Salim who was finally looking 
happy and content. "So yo u 
see, my friend," I said to him, 
"that all those things that went 
wrong truly were acts of G-d 
after all!" 

"What do you mean?" he 
asked. 

"All those misfortunes -
they weren' t the Voice of Allah 
calling for war to continue be
tween the Bnei Avraham (sons 
of Avraham)! It turns out G-d 
was just calling for us to make 
peace his way, in sanctity, 
through a marriage!" 

I shook hands and embraced 
this man, who I hope one day 
to call "Friend." And at the 
zikhr circle they all chanted to
gether: 

"Ein Ke' eloheinu / La illaha 
ill ' Allah!" There is no G-d but 
G-d! 

Moshe Chain, Levy is a car
toonist who lives in Tsfat, Israel. 

FEATURE 
birthright israel 

(Continued from Page 3) 

ences with Israelis, the sense of 
groupness is reinforced . 1n the 
words of participants, being a 
birthright israel-ite provides a 
sense of being part of "some
thing bigger" - the Jewish 
people. There is a hunger for 
such experience, an unsatisfied 
hunger in their secu lar daily 
lives and infrequent interac
tions with Judaism. 

From the Israeli perspective, 
just as Oklahomans didn' t flee 
their city after the bombing of the 
Federal Building, Israelis see their 
country as safe - they have to. For 
them, abandonment of Israel by 
Americans visitors reinforces 
their sense of isolation and the 
lack of so lidar ity with the 
Diaspora. It suggests the asym
metrical relationship that Bellin 
wanted so much to deconstruct. 

For North Americans, it 
looks different in part because 
the bond between the Diaspora 
and Israel is relatively weak. Is
rael is perceived as a destination 
and the feelings of securi ty that 
come from being at home are 
absent. Feelings of safety are 
inherently subjective and the 
perspective, even fo r North 
Americans who have strong ties 
to Israel, is different depending 
on one's vantage. 

Martin Buber once wro te, 
"Next to being the children of 
G-d, our greatest privilege is be
ing the brothers of each other." 
Birthrighters seem to learn the 
essence of Buber's notion and 
they come to see themselves and 
the world differently. They see 
the "we" of Jewish peoplehood, 
not the "I" of Western individu-
alism. Tiffie will tell whether this 
bold attempt to stem the tide of 
Jewish assimilation will be effec
ti ve . But for now, birthright 
israel is creating bonds between 
Israe l and the Diaspora tha t 
would otherwise go unfilled . 

Leonard Saxe is a professor of 
social policy and director of the 
Center of the Cen ter for Modern 
Jewish Studies at Brandeis Univer
sity. With Professor Charles 
Kadushin, he is principal inves ti
gator of an evaluation of birthright 
israel. 

SERVICES RENDERED 

A & E CLEANING - Done right, honest, 
dependable, affordable. Free estimates. 
10 years experience. 781-8002 or 861-
7879. 7/5/01 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND STERLING trays, 
tea sets, flatware, serving pieces, etc. 
Doesn't have to be polished. We also buy 
china, glass, furniture and many other 
household items. Central Exchange An· 
tiques (781) 344-6763 call anytime. 

7/26/01 

A.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for reat estate which is in violation 
of the A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804(c) of 
title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby infonned that all dwelling/housing ac• 
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

Free Musical 
Perl ormance at 

EPOCH 
EPOCH Assisted Living on 

Blackstone Boulevard located at 
353 Blackstone Boulevard, is 
hosting a free musical perfor
mance on June 27 from 3 to 4 
p.m. at the residence. 

Come and enjoy the musical 
talents of entertainer Frank 
Castle. This event is free and 
open to the public. Tours and 
light refreshments will be avail
able. 

For more information, call 
Julie Fox at 273-6565. 

"One 
Step 
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_ CIPCO 

Ahead S 
In C leaning,. ER VICE 

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning 
"Obsessive Compulsive 

For Your Fabrics" 

(401) 726-6702 
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RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERAL 

CIASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

No. Words Date(s) Run _______ _ 

To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
will be mailed to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to clas
sified advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad 1s to appear 
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Peter Pan Flies Into ASDS 
This year, the Alperin Schechter Day School's annual 4th grade play 
was Peter Pan. The play is done entirely in Hebrew, as it is roery year. 

LOST BOYS Alina Kralik and Jessica Waterman, Wendy (Ilyse Blazar), Peter Pan (Nathan Jablow), 
Smee (Zachary Kirschn er), and pirate Zoe Link and Crocodile (Emma Sherer). 

UNDER THE SEA in Never Never Land, (left to right) Zoe Link, 
WENDY (played by Ilyse Blazar) and the crocodile (Emma Sherer) . Alina Kralik, Roschel Shneyder. 

NEW ENGLAND 
SINCE 1933 

Specializing in Fine Antiques and Interiors 
600 Taunton Avenue, Seekonk, Massachusetts 02771 

TEL: 508.336.8585 FAX: 508.336.4884 
www.leonardsdirect .com 


