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Wachs Stresses 
Attention to 

Spirituality at 
Rabbi Kaunfer 

Seminar 
by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

Leaders from the Jewish 
community were brought to-

. gether at the Alvan Kaunfer 
Honorary Seminar, to learn 
about the subject of "Nurturing 
a Spiritual Community." The 
lecture was given by Dr. Saul 
Wachs, the Rosaline B. Fein
stein Professor and department 
chair at Gratz College in Phila
de I phi a. Wachs is also a field 
consultant for the Solomon 
Schecter Day Schools. 

Among those in attendance 
were Penny Stein and Ruth 
Berenson of Alperin-Schecter 
Day School; Minna Ellison, of 
the Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion; Marla Dansky, executive 
director of the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Memorial Museum; 
Cantor Brian Meyer, of Temple 
Emanu-El; Susan and Elaine 
Froehlich; and of course, Rabbi 
Kaunfer. Wachs began by giv
ing tribute to Rabbi Kaunfer, 
saying "some of the most ac
complished people are also the 
most humble." 

He then asked the audience 
members to each take a mo
ment and conjure up a memory 
of an experience. The experi-

(Continued on Page 9) 

INSIDE -MITZVAH DAY 

SIVAN 2, THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2001 

JFRI Annual Meeting Inducts New 
Board, Honors Community Leaders 

ALAN HASSENFELD, left, presents the Merril L. Hassenfeld Award to David Resnick. 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island held its 56th an
nual meeting on May 16 at the 
Jewish Community Center in 
Providence. Outside the room 
where the meeting was to be 
held stood a gallery of the 
many institutions the Federa
tion supports. The Alperin. 

Schechte r Day School, Tbe 
Providence He brew Day 
School, Brown / RISO Hillel 
and the Hillel at the University 
of Rhode Island, the Bureau of 
Jewish Education and the JCC, 
among many others, are a ll 
strengthened by Federation 
grants and projects. 

The evening · honored three 
outstanding members of the 

Herald photo by Jou Rubin 

Jewish community .with lead
ership and se rvice awards, 
and also included the installa
tion of the 2001-2002 JFRI of
ficers and board of directors. 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer of 
Temple Emanu-El gave the 
~'var Torah fo:, the eve~g
Commum ty, he sa id, ... 

implies in it unity. We can re
(Continued on Page 9) 

Happy 
Shavuot! 

50¢ PER COPY 

Shavuot - The 
Short Version 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

Shavuot is known by Il)any 
names. It is called Ziman Matan 
Totateinu ("The time of the giv
ing of o u r Torah" ), Chag 
HaKatzir ("the holiday of the 
cutting of the crop) and Chag 
HaBikkurim (the holiday of the 
first fruits). Shavuot means 
"weeks," and refers to the end 
of the seven weeks counted 
from the second day of Passover 
to Shavuot (a.k.a. Sefirat 
HaOmer). 

Because Shavuot does not 
have a distinct symbol associ
ated with it like a matzah or a 
sukkah, and because it comes at 
the heels of the hectic Passover 
Seders, it is sometimes over
looked by American Jews. This • 
is ironic, since Shavuot com
memorates the defining mo
ment of the Jewish people, the 
pivotal moment in Jewish his
tor/when the Jews, out of all of 
the peoples in the world, re
ceived the Torah from G-d. 
Shavuot is used · to reacquaint 
ourselves with G-d and the To
rah, to immerse ourselves in the 
depth and bread th of its mes
sage. 

Shavuot is usually celebrated 
for two days in the Diaspora 
and for one day for those living 
in Israel. Shavuot is also cel
ebrated as an agricultural festi
val, as one of the three Regalim, 
or pilgrim festivals, along with 
Sukkot and Passover. The Isra
elites began their spring har
vests during Passover and did 
so for seven weeks. The first 

(Continued on Page 7) 

The Social Action 
Committee at Temple 
Beth-El hits the streets 

with mitzvahs on 
their minds 

PageB 

'This Is Not Judaism' A Look at Jews For Jesus 

OPINION 

''The Sin of Silence" by 
Abraham H. Foxman, 

"Calm Down, Mr. 
Foxman" by Toward 

Tradition, a commen
tary by Hannah Reich 

Berman and ''The 
Mystery of Torah" by 

Wally Spiegler 
Page3 

ON THE CATWALK 
Temple Beth-El has a 
passion for fashion at 

their annual donor event 
PageB 

by Seth Bromley 
Edi torial Assistant 

Jews for Jesus, the fre
quently controversial "Messi
anic Jewish" organization, 
now claims to have 75,000 
members and is growing. 
David Brickner, the executive 
director since 1996, has stated 
the basic mission of the group 
is "to make the messiahship of 
Jesus an unavoidable issue to 
our Jewish people world
wide." Many critics in both the 
Jewish and Christian commu
nities, however, believe this 
group to be a threat to inter
faith relations and to the tra
ditions and ideals of both reli
gions. 

Based in San Francisco, this 
international evangelistic or
ganization now has branches 
in 10 countries and 19 cities. 
Brickner's claim: that it is pos
sible to believe in Jesus and 
stiU be Jewish. "We were born 
Jews, and that's what makes 
us Jewish. A beli ef in Jesus 

FINDING HOPE FROM 
AN UNLIKELY SOURCE 

"Survivor Stories," a video pro
duced and dfatributed by Jews for 
Jesus containing interviews with 
converted Holocaust survivors. 

does not make us gentiles. 
That's impossible," he says. 
The group has periodically 
placed ads in newspapers, 
magazines and on billboards 
in cities with large Jewish 
populations. It also sends vol
unteers to college campuses to 
proselyti ze and di s tribute 
pamphlets. It recently pro
duced and distributed a video 
and booklet asserting tJ:iat the 
Holocaust was a sign for Jews 
to ''believe in Jesus." 

Brickner 's organiza tion, 
founded in 1973, has many 
skeptics that call the idea of 
mixing Christianity and Juda
ism preposterous and insult
ing. Jewish leaders say 
Brickne r a nd hi s brethren 
aren't Jewish at all, but that the 
proper term is Hebrew Chris
tian. Also, many critics are af
fronted by the group's zea lous 
methods to win new converts. 
Unlike missionaries from tra
ditional Christian sects, Jews 
for Jesus will te ll the targeted 

person that he or she can remain 
a Jew but still accept Christian 
beliefs, thus making the conver
sion seem more acceptable. Jew
ish leaders from all the major 
denominations, whether Re
form, Orthodox, Conservative 
or Reconstructionist, agree that 
someone who believes in Jesus 
as the Messiah cannot be reli-
giously Jewish. . 

"The Jews for Jesus is a very 
scary situation," said Rabbi 
Barry Hartman, of Congrega
tion Ahavath Achim, in New 
Bedford, Mass. "This is not Ju
daism, but they look overtly 
like very religious Je\o\/s." Mes
sianic congregations use Judaic 
rituals and symbols and include 
them with traditional Christian 
ceremonies. The leaders of the 
congregations are referred to as 
rabbis, and yarmu lkes and 
tallito t are worn during ceren10-
nies. Prayer services are often 
conducted in both Hebrew and 
English. 

(Continued on Page 7) 



HAPPENINGS 
.... 

E nt=.t·rta i nm=.t-i1t f@r 
Chilclr=tn 

The Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Provi
dence, announces the following activi ties. Call 273-KIDS. 

May 
27 Happy Birthday, Rhode Island! 1 to 3 p .m. Sing "happy 

birthday" as the state turns 211 years old! Join the party 
and enjoy a piece of state-shaped birthday cake. Play 
gam es like Pin Providence on the Map, don a festive hat 
an d meet some special party guests from the Sta te House. 

28 Patriotic Hats. 1 to 3 p .m. Show your pride. Kids 3 and up 
make patriotic hats from red, whi te and blue paper to cel
ebrate Memorial Day. 

29 Play & Learn. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Preschoolers, ages 2 to 4, play 
games and explore the nooks and crannies of Littlewoods. 

30 Geo-Mazing. 3 and 3:45 p.m. Children ages 5 and up use 
mirrors to investigate symmetry. Explore colorful patterns 
by creating crazy kaleidoscopes to keep! 

. 31 Archaeology Adventure. 3 and 3:45 p.m. Be an archae
ologist for a d ay! Learn how archaeologists solve ancient 
mysteries. Help in an above-ground excavation and·solve 
a history mystery. 

. 

June 
1 Art Smart. 9:40 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. The museum's Preschool 

Frid ay series (June 1 to July 20) begins a n ew as 
preschoolers, age 3 to 5, use paper plates and a sock to 
make a turtle puppet and act out the poem, "I Had a Little 
Turtle." Meet Shelby the box turtle! Each session is 20 min
utes long. Pre-registration is recommended for this popu
lar eight-week series. Call 273-KIDS, ext. 24 for enrollment 
information. There may be space available for walk-in reg
istration for individual sessions. There is a $1 fee above 
the price of admission for walk-in registration. Check at 
the admissions desk. 
Free at Five on Fridays. 5 to 8 p.m. The surnrner celebra
tion kic)<s off as the museum opens fo r free very Friday 
evening! Families are invited to romp and play in the 
museum's hands-on exhibits. See young people perform 
traditional Mexican folk dances in the garden at 6 p .m. 
and join in the fun to welcome the surnrner season. Free at 
Five on Fridays is sponsored by metropolitan Life Foun
dation. 
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Calendar: May 25 Through May 31 
25 Memorial Day Weekend Sunset Cruises from 7 to 9:30 p .m. on Point Judith Pond and the 

Harbor of Refuge. Reservations are required . Cruises depart from State Pier at the Port of 
Galilee in Narragansett on th e Southland River boat . Ca ll 783-2954 or v is it 
<www.southlandcruises.com>. 

26 RISD's Department of Apparel Design presents "Collection 2001," a fashion show by ap
parel design majors. The show begins a t 7 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Auditor-ium, Avenue 
of the Arts, Providence. Tickets'will be priced between $16 and $36. Call the VMA box office 
at 272-4VMA. 

The John Brown House Museum is free in honor of Museum Month in May. Located on 52 
Power Street in Providence, John Brown House is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and non, the Rhode Island Historical Society w ill offer games and activities 
for children of all ages. Call 331-8575. 
The fifth annual "Virtu Art" Festival will be held in Westerly at Wilcox Park, Grove Ave. 
and High St. from 10 a.m . to 5 p .m . Call 596-7761 or visit <www.westerlychamber.org>. 
Capitol City Art Festival will be held at Station Park, Francis St., Providence from 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Call 455-3880 or visit <www.caparts.org>. 
Gaspee Days Arts and Crafts Festival will be held at Narragansett Parkway, Pawtucket 
Village, Warwick, from 10 a. m. to 5 p.m. Call 781-1772. 

27 Memorial Day Services for the Jewish War Veterans will be held at 11 a.m. at the Jewish 
War Veterans Memorial Cemetery, within Lincoln Park Cemetery, 1469 Post Road, Warwick. 
Services will also take place at 1 p.m. at R.I. Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Exeter. 
Waterfire Providence begins at sunset. Stroll along cobbled riverbank walkways as nearly 
100 bonfires da n ce a top the wa ters near Wa terplace Park. Call 272-3111 or vis it 
<www.waterfire .org>. 
Over 40 Singles Dance at the Rumford Columbus Club, One New Road, East Providence. 
The dance will start at 6 p.m., admission is $10. For more information, call 351-3189. 
Brown University Jazz Band will perform its annual commencement concert in Grant Re
ci tal Hall, One Young Orchard Ave., Providence a t 7. p.m. Tickets are $5. For information, 
call 863-3234. 

28 Shavuos Celebration at Chabad CHAI Center, 15 Centerville Road, Warwick, from 5:45 to 
7 p .m. Hear the reading of the Ten Commandments and then enjoy a wine and cheesecake 
reception. Call 732-6559 for reservations or information. 
The East Greenwich Memorial Day Parade starts at 10 a.m. on Main Street. Call 884-9865 
for information. 

30 Miniature Golf with Perspectives, at 7 p.m. at Fiddlesticks, off of Rte. 4 in North Kingstown . 
Admission is $5 per person. For more information, call Karen Bandel at 831-0749. 
Touro Fraternal Association holds its installation dinner for officers and the board of di
rectors. The dinner is for members only. Admission is $10, dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. Touro 
Hall is located a t 45 Rolfe Square, Cranston. Call 785-0066. 
Free lecture on Oriental medicine at the Tockwotten Home in Providence. The lecture, 
which begins at 7 p.m., will be by Dr. Tadueusz Sztykowski . For more information, call 
Maria Accardo at 943-8888. 

31 Bryant College hosts World Trade Day from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p .m. The conference will address 
issues and strategies for competing in today's global marketplace. The fee is $50 to attend . 
Bryant College is located a t 1150 Douglas Pike, Smithfield . CaV 232-6407. 
Alumni Weekend at the University of Rhode Is land, Kingston Campus. Planned events 
include the Green Hal l Revival, Golden Grad Luncheon, Clambake and class reunion din
ners. Call 874-4536. 

The Zoobadours Live on Stage 
The resident theater troop at Roger Williams Park Zoo, the Zoobadours, open their second season 

of li ve weekend performances, on June 2, 3, 9, 10, 16 and 17. Leaming about conservation has never 
been this much fun . For showtimes and more information, please call 785-3510. The performances 
are free with regular zoo admission. 

Friends of Rochambeau Annual Meeting 
The friends of the Providence Public Library, Rochambeau Branch, will hold their ann.;al meeting 

on June 11 at 7 p.m., in the Library Community Room, 708 Hope Street. The guest speaker will be 
Froma Harrop, syndicated columnist and Providence Journal editorial wri ter. Her topic will be "The 
Fine Art of Opinion Writing." The community is enthusiastically invited. 

Hebrew Free Loan Holds 98th Meeting 
The Hebrew Free Loan Associa tion of Providence, 58 Burlington St., Providence, R.I., cordially 

invites all .members to its 98th annual meeting with the election and installation of officers and 
board of directors for 2001-2002. The meeting is proceeded by a buffet supper. 

The meeting occurs on May 30 at the Jewish Community Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 
R.I. at 6 p.m. 

The Hebrew Free Loan Association grants interest free loans to needy individuals. For informa
tion and membership application, call 331-3081. 
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OPINION 

The Sin of Silence 'Open Season on Jews'? 
Calm Down, Mr. Foxman 

by Abraham H. Foxman 
W h en Po p e John Paul II 

made his historic visit to Israel 
last year, it was seen as the cul
mination of years of progress in 
Vatica n a tti tudes toward the 
Jew ish people, that began with 
the famous 1965 Nostra Aetate 
d eclaration absolving Jews of 
Christ's death. The leadership 
of the Catholic Church, in mov
ing aw ay from the destructi ve 
deicide charge and in condemn
ing anti-Semitism in the most 
forthright terms, led to similar 
steps taken by mainstream Prot
estant groups. 

A series of events in the last 
few weeks, however, poin t to 
the fact that our fi ght fo r reli
gious tolerance has not yet been 
won. Indeed, it is clear the old · 
prejudices and the old charges 
a re s till a li ve and ri sk resur
gence if re ligious leaders and 
o thers d o not stand up r igh t 
now and denounce such mani
festa tions in a forceful way. It 
was as tounding to see and hear 
the diatribe of Syrian President 
Bashir Assad, in the presence of 
Pope John Paul II, reviv ing the 
charge that the Jew s were re
sponsible for the dea th of Jesus 
and adding to it that Jews tried 
to ki ll Mohammed . 

The fact that Assad said these 
p o ison o u s words is ba d 
enough . Worse, are the circum
stances that made him feel com
fortable speaking this way in 
front of the Ponti ff and a world 
au d ien ce. Even wo rse s till is 
tha t the Pope and Va tican offi
cials failed to clearly denounce 
Assad for his remarks. This was 
a sin of silence. 

The freedom to attack Jews 
with impunity in the Arab world 
seems to be at an all-time high. 
Assad's statement comes in the 
context of the free ride Arab me
dia have had in recen t months 
for their expression of vile anti
Semitism. A w hole range of anti
Jewish comments in the Egyp-
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tian, Palestinian, Saudi and other 
media have gone unanswered 
by Arabs, world leaders or reli
gious leaders. Included are the 
deicide charge, the blood libel ac
cusa tion, denial of the Holo
caust, and justification of the Ho
locaust. 

Yet, outside of exposure and 
criticism by the State of Israel 
and a number of American-Jew
ish organizations, these mani
festa tions of classic anti-Jewish 
h a tre d h a ve been m e t wi th 
stone silence. 

One can only assume that the 
Syrian leadership decided tha t 
s ince no one, except Jews, has 
complained about all the other 
bigoted comments, w hy not do 

"It seems to be open 
season on Jews and 

Judaism." 

it on the world stage, w ith the 
Pope in a ttendan ce. U nfo rtu 
na te ly, on a small e r sca le we 
have seen several expressions of 
this old style religious anti-Ju
daism surfacing, and religious, 
as well as other leaders, have 
been reticent in denouncing it in 
the clearest terms. When New 
Yo rk Kni cks pl ayer C h a rli e 
W ard said in The New York Times 
Magazine piece th a t Jews are 
"stubborn," have Jesus' "blood 
on their hands" and are perse
cu ting Christians even today, 
the reacti on of Knicks owner
ship and the NBA was slow and 
weak. Words such as "objec
tionable" and "zealotry" were 
tossed around, in stead of call
ing it like it is: religious anti
Semiti sm w hich has been the 
source of so much Jewish suf
fering for centuries. 

Simil a rl y, w h en Pa u l 
Weyrich, a conserva tive Chris
tian activist, w rote in a religious 
commentary on hi s Web site 

Candlelighting 
May 25, 2001 

7:50 p.m. 

NOTICE: The opinions presented on 
this page do not necessarily-represent 
the opinions of this establishment. 

KASHRUTH: We are not responsible 
for the Kashruth of any advertiser's 
product or establishment. 

that Jews are responsible for the 
dea th of Jesus, there was little 
hue and cry from conservative 
political or Christian leaders. 

And "BC" comic strip creator 
Johnny H art had no problem 
doing an Easter s trip that deni
grated Judaism by portraying a 
disappearing Menorah replaced 
by a Cross, sending hi s clear 
message that Chris tiani ty su
persedes Judaism . 

It seems to be open season on 
Jews and Judaism. Whether we 
will look back on this period as a 
mere aberration in a progressive 
trend or whether it is a harbinger 
of regressive activity, will ulti
mately depend on the willing
ness of good people to stand up. 

It must start with the Vatican. 
Maybe it wasn' t possible for the 
Pope to rebu t Assad at th at very 
time, bu t it is now critical that 
Ca tholic leadershi p condemn 
Assad and all others for foment
ing religious hatred . American 
poli tical an d re ligious leaders 
too must set an example. Too 
man y lives have been lost be
cause of the sin of silence. It is 
time to s tand up . 

Abraham H. Foxman is Na
tional Director of the Anti-Defama
tion League. This op-ed originally 
appeared in the New York Jewish 
Week on May 11, 2001. 

Toward Tradition, a coalition 
of Jews and Christians, regrets 
the Anti-Defamation League's 
needJess attack on Pope John 
Paul II in a N.ew York Times ad
vertisement. 

The AOL ad, w hich ran on 
the Times op-ed page two weeks 
ago, harangues the pontiff for 
hi s " s il en ce" when, in the 
pope's presence, Syrian leader 
Assad said rude things about 
Jewish people. Previously, AOL 
national d irector Abraham H . 
Foxman a lso wro te m elodra
matically of the pope's "sin of 
silence" and offered the hysteri
cal observation tha t "It seems to 

• be open season on Jews and Ju
daism ." 

The latter remark was in the 
context of recent s ta tements by 
several Americans - activist 
Paul Weyrich, cartoonist Johnny 
Hart, New York Knick Charl ie 
Wa rd - w h o publ icly ex
pressed certain Christian beliefs 
about Jesus' life and death, re
latin g to Jews and Judaism. The 
Anti-Semitism Industry, headed 
by the ADL, reacted to these 
sentiments wi th a dedara tion of 
holy war. 

Towa rd Trad iti o n 's pres i
dent, Ra bb i D a ni e l Lap in, 
commented: "I wish we could 

all calm dow n a little. I m ean, 
w er e it n o t for th e AOL' s 
s cre am in g, h a rd ly a nyone 
w ould know about Assad 's 
pa thetic insults. 

"And just w hat was the eld
erly pontiff supposed to do as 
Assad b la thered away in Ara
bic - jump up, run across the 
s tage and s ta rt strangling the 
g u y? But I im agine Abe 
Foxm an was facing a shortfa ll 
in fund-raising this quarter, or 
som e thing like tha t . As the 
pres ident of a non-profit orga
niza tion myself, I can sympa
thize wi th the AOL's cash-flow 
needs, especially w ith their $50 
m illio n budge t. But thi s a t
temp t to whip up hysteria goes 
a b it fa r. 

"As fo r Weyrich, Hart, and 
Ward, I think a diverse, liberal 
society should police only acts, 
not speech. See.king to regula te 
the be li efs of o ther people is 
s imply wrong. We Jews should 
know that bette r than anyone. 
Should there ever be any seri
ous threa t of physical or other 
genuine harm being done to the 
American Jewish community, I 
shall personally write out my 
own check to the ADL. In the 
meantime, end the Inquisition, 
Mr. Foxman!" 

In My Opinion - Enough of This 
by Hannah Reich Berman 
It's no coincidence that the 

majori ty of us are ast_onished by 
bad behavior. That, I am con
vinced, is because most people 
are inheren tl y good. We ' re 
touched w hen we read about 
someone saving the life of a to
tal stra nger. That's why they' re 
called human- inte rest stories. 
Television talk shows often de
vote entire segments to every
day heroes and hearing these 
stories moves us and inspires, 
each of us to become a be tter 
person. I'm sorry to say, how
ever, that nothing captiva tes me 
more than a story about a per
son such as Timothy McVeigh 
wi th his evil persona. 

It's certainly not admiration; 

it's more of a macabre fascina
tion with things we can't hope 
to understa nd . Most of us tend 
to assume that a person who has 
committed such a vile act is just 
p lain crazy, bu t the unfortunate 
truth is that he's as sane as you 
and me. I recently hea rd the 
Mora.list, Dr. Laura, explain that 
we mistake an evil person for 
one who is mentaUy ill because 
we're unable to comprehend 
wicked ness of such immense 
proportions. It's hard for our 
minds to process the type of in
fo rm a ti on we've been g iven 
about the kind of person this 
McVeigh characte r is. 

There's another dimension to 
this sad and sordid episode that 
we need to address. He did more 

than destroy the lives of all those 
people; he took a little p iece of 
us with h im . Gentl e, fa ir
minded, and even- tempered 
people, who've been taught not 
to hate, are spewing venom at 
just the mention of this_ beast's 
name. Fo lks w ho no rmall y 
cringe at the si te of a dead squir
rel in the road are waiting with 
bated breath to hear about the 
execution of this animal and 
some are even anxious to watch 
the event. We want him out of 
our s ight, out of our thoughts 
and out of existence. 

He has m ade this world a 
darker place no t only because 
he slaughtered so many inno
cents but also because his das-

(Contin ued on Page 14) 

The Mystery of Torah 
by Velvel "Wally" Spiegler 

While dri v ing home, on e 
cl ea r but fros ty Janu ary 
evening, from a Kabbalah class 
I attended every Tuesday, that 
particular evening's discussion 
mulled around in my head w ith 
a sense of uneasiness. We were 
learning a segment of the Shaar 
Ruach Hakodesh, Gates of the 
Holy Spirit, a 16th century tex t 
by Rabbi Chaim Vital, a disciple 
of Rabbi Issac Luria, the cel
ebra ted Kabbalis t of Safed, I 
read and reread the mater ial 
several times both before and 
after the class, but I kept run
ning into a sto!le wall. The text 
implied something more than 
just the words alone conveyed, 
but I couldn' t quite grasp it; I 
could, however almost feel it. 1 
realized, there and then, tha t 
wo rds, pa rt icu la rl y those o f 
holy tex t li ke To rah, were lim
ited by the boundaries of hu
man speech. As a resu lt of that 

revelation, I set out to uncover 
ways in which we can indeed 
tran scend the lim its of the writ
ten word . 

"AwareI1.ess is based on 
the discovery that it is 
more useful to simply 
become deeply aware 

of yourself as you 
are now." 

First I decided to find out 
what the world of psychology 
had to offer on the subject. The 
fir s t b it o f inform a tion I 
s tumbled upon ca me from 
Awareness, a book by John 0 . 
Stevens, and a colleague of Fritz 
Pe rl s, fo u nder o f Ges ta lt 
thera py. Stevens w rites, 
"Awareness is based on the dis
covery that it is more usefu l to 

Torah Today can be found on page 6 

simply become deeply aware of 
yourself as you are now. Rather 
th an t ry to ch an ge, stop, or 
avoid something tha t you don't 
like in yourself, it is much more 
effecti ve to stay with it and be
come more deeply aware of it. 
You can' t improve on your own 
functioning; you can only inter
fere with it, distort it and d is
guise it. When you really get in 
touch w ith your ciwn experienc
ing, you will find tha t change 
takes p lace by itself, w ithout 
your effort or planning. With 
fu ll awareness, you can let hap
pen w hatever wants to happen 
wi th confiden ce tha t it w ill 
work out well ." In other words 
awareness surpasses the spoken 
word, the pensive word and the 
written word . 

I looked up "awareness" my 
dicti onary: Conscious, cogni 
zant, sensible, a li ve, awake, 
alert, wa tchful, and vigi lant. To 
be mindfu l or heedful of some
thing. Awareness implies know-

(Continued on Page 15) 
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'Mi Kosher Es Su Kosher' Shavuos - The Giving of The Torah 
Orthodox Union Kosher Video Now Available in Spanish 

Can you say kosher in Span
ish? Spanish speakers now have 
the opportunity to watch an 
educational film about the laws 
of kashrut and kosher supervi
sion in the Orthodox Union's 
new Spanish translation of "The 
Kosher Video." 

The video communicates the 
basic principles of koshe.r certi
fication while explaining what 
kosher really means. As food 
production has become more 
complex, so has the 
koshe rization process. The 
video navigates the process of 
making a popular snack cake 
kosher by closely following a 
specific product being manufac
tured, while pointing out the 
pitfalls and possible hidden in
gredients that cou ld compro
mise the end result. 

OU Executive Rabbinic Co
ordinator Rabbi Moshe Elefant 
said, '"The Kosher Video'" is 
very useful for companies inter
ested in learning about kashrut 
and what it entails. Many of our 
representatives from currently 
certified manufacturers and 
plants find it helpful to have 
plant personnel watch the video 
to afford them a better under
standing and appreciation of 
the strict guidelines they are fol
lowing. Being able to offer the 
Spanish, and soon Chinese, ver-

sion of "The Kosher Video" to 
our client companies demon
strates our commitment to mak
ing kashrut, and receiving OU 
kosher certification, an interac
tive and personalized process." 

Video and Broadcasting Di
rector Ricky Magder, who di
rected and produced the video, 
said, "Technology has become 
the quintessential means to effec-

, tively market and convey infor
mation in today's business 
world. 'The Kosher Video' takes 
a 3,500-year-old tradition and 
presents it in a dynamic and in
formative fashion. We have re
ceived letters from plant manag
ers throughout the country tell
ing us that they use the video to 
train their_ personnel and teach 
them that kashrut is not an ar
chaic set of laws, but rather a liv
ing, industry-oriented and mar
ket based connection to the life 
of present day observant Jews." 

One such letter, rece ived 
from Peter Cammelot, senior 
research and development sci
entist for M&M Mars, sai d, 
'"The Kosher Video' you sent is 
an excellent information tool. I 
would appreciate additional 
copies of the video to be used 
in my training of current and 
new research and development 
associates." For more informa
tion visit <www.ou.org>. 

Congregation Beth 
Sholom Holds Barbecue 

On June 3 from noon to 4 p.m., Congregation Beth Sholom 
will hold its annual barbecue at Katy's. There will be hayrides, 
shelling at the beach, and softball followed by a barbecue. 

There will also be grilled hot dogs and hamburgers (both 
glatt), plus vegetarian food for an "a!J you can eat price." Bring 
your own drinks, salads, desserts, and lawn chairs._ 

The cost is $8.50 per adult (over 12), $4.50 per child (3 to 12 
years), under 3 years of age free. Thirty-two dollars maxirmim 
per family. 

Directions from Providence: Take 195 East to 24 South (New
port / Tiverton on exit sign) follow to Bristol / Newport on sign. 
Bay Point Inn on the right. Right on Boyds lane to light at top 
of Hill. Take sharp right at Mt. Hope Bridge to fifth driveway 
on right, 751 Bristol Ferry Road . 

Call Rabbi Mitchell Levine at 621-9393. 

FUR MAGICIAN 

wi ll t ransform your fur 

coat, jacket or stole 

into the cudd liest 

fur/handknit sweater-jacket, 

reversible fur/ leather bomber, 

or fu r-l ined all -weather silk 

coat. Bring in your furs for a 

I 
1 
complimentary consultation. 

WJx\..H.HARRIS 
-----SINCE 1908-----

RT. 2, WARWICK, RI - (800) 422-FURS - (401) 821 -6000 

Shavuos, the second of the 
third major festivals, comes ex
act! y 50 days after Passover. It 
marks the giving of the Torah by 
G-d, to the entire Jewish people 
on Mt. Sinai, 3,311 years ago. 

The giving of the Torah was 
far more than an historical 
event. It was a far-reaching 
spir itual event - one that 
touched the essence of the Jew
ish soul then and for all time. 
Our sages have compared it to 
a wedding between G-d and the 
Jewish people. We became his 
special nation and He became 
our G-d. 

Before giving the Torah, G-d 
requested for some sort of guar
antee that the Torah and its 
mitzvos would be loved and 
cherished. The Jews replied, 

i}-
Camp Gan Israel 
is Growing and is 

Now Open For 
Ages 4 to 10 

The summer is not too far 
away, and that means Gan Israel 
Day Camp is just around the 
comer. Camp Gan Israel is plan
ning a great summer and is now 
accepting registration for Jew
ish children ages 4 to 10. 

Camp Gan Israel will be full 
of fun. The program includes a 
mix of sports, art, drama, swim
ming, and field trips with an 
emphasis on enhancing each 
camper's spirit and love for Ju
daism. "The trips and activities 
were fun and educational," said 
parent Esth_er D. from Cranston. 

The counselors are very dedi
cated to each and every child 
and come with years of experi
ence in camping. "The camp is 
like a family," said Rivka Kanar, 
one of the counselors of last 
summer. "The counselors were 
high energy, caring, loving and 
wonderful and the directors 
took excellent care of all [ ofus ]," 
sa id parent Leslie Dinerman 
from Scituate. 

The goal of this program is 
to instill in the campers a pride 
in their Jewish heritage for them 
to draw upon as they reach 
adulthood. Camp is a wonder
ful and important opportunity. 
It impacts children who have 
little or no Jewish background; 
and for those who attend He
brew School throughout the 
years, it reinforces all they have 
studied. "There was diversity of 
activities with a cultural empha
sis," said parent Mrs. Wi..tu<ler 
from Cranston. 

For a brochure, cal l 
Shoshanah Laufer at · the 
Chabad CHAI Center at 732-
6559. 

m We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or a Full House 

fJJie, 0,.m,upunent 
9Jwm 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUSEITT 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen• (S08) 336-3228 
DAILY IO TO 5, SUNDAY 12 TO 5 

"Our holy ancestors." The offer 
was rejected. They then re
sponded, "Our prophets and 
elders, they will be our guaran
tors." Again G-d refused. At last 
they proposed "Our children 
will ensure that the Torah will 
be studied, our children will be 
our guarantors that the mitzvos 
will be loved and cherished for 
all future generations." At that 
moment G-d start€d the Ten 
Commandments. 

Reasons for Eating Diary 
Foods on Shavuos 

Until the giving of the Torah, 
the Jews were allowed to eat 
meat that was not slaughtered 
properly or even from a non
kosher animal. When the Jews 
received the Torah, the laws 

about kosher animals became 
known to them and all their 
utensils therefore were not ko
sher. They therefore ate daily 
foods until they had an oppor
tunity to kasher their utensils. 

Candlelight ing Times 

May 27 - Light candles at 
7:52 p.m. 

May 28 - Every man, 
woman and child, including 
young infants, are encouraged 
to hear the reading of the Ten 
Commandments. 

May 28 - Light candles 
from a pre-existing flame after 
8:56 p.m. 

May 29 - Yizkor 5:45 p.m. 
at the CHAI Center. Call 273- · 
7238. 

Temple Emanu-EI Features 
Zamir Chorale of Boston 

On June 10 at7 p.m. in the Alperin Meeting House, at Temple 
Emanu-El, the annual Benton A. Odessa Memorial Concert will 
feature the world renowned Zamir Chorale of Boston. Led by 
their musical director, Professor Joshua Jacobson, Zarn.ir will 
present a program entitled, "Passport to Jewish Music," fea
turing the best Jewish music from communities around the 
world. The Zarnir performed in the Odessa Concert some rune 
years ago to a packed house in the Meeting House. It was a 
thrilling and entertaining evening and Temple Emanu-El is 
surely in for another musical treat. 

The Zamir Chorale of Boston is a SO-voice choir with an in
ternational reputation for excellence. Zamir recently traveled 
to Poland and eastern Europe. Their concertizing and travels 
were captured in the documentary film, "Zarnir: Jewish Voices 
Return to Poland," which aired nationally as a PBS special. The 
film was broadcast most recently in December on WGBH2. The 
soundtrack of the documentary has been released in a CD, "The 
Songs Live On." Be sure not to miss this opportunity to hear the 
best in Jewish music. Temple Emanu-El's Temple Choir, Choral 
Oub, and Kol Kesem Youth Choir will be joining Zarnir for parts 
of the program. · 

Cantor Brian Mayer of Temple Emanu-El will be the fea
tured soloist for the evening. 

The Odessa Concert is free and open to the public, so be 
sure to arrive early to get a good seat. 

Temple Emanu-El is located at 99 Taft Ave. in Providence. 
Call 331-1616 for more information. 

A Classical Music Treat 
For PHDS Students 

The Providence Hebrew Day School played host to a Brown 
University student quartet. For the past four years, Brown stu
dents hpve come to PHDS to provide 40 minutes of beautiful 
music and musical information for students ages 3 years old 
to 13 years old. This year there were two violinists and two 
French horn players who played a variety of classical selec
tions. The students also took time to answer questions from 
the student audience. Dr. Edward and Mrs. Grace Beiser spon
sor this annual classical music event in memory of Mrs. Beiser' s 
mother, Mrs. Bertha Fischer. Mrs. Fischer loved music and was 
a supporter of PHDS. P/Jotocou,tesy,>f PHDS 



Conflict Diamonds 
by Rabbi David Saperstein 

It is not pretty, but we must 
confront the true price of dia
monds in the world today: 
More than 6.5 million people 

driven from their homes in min
ing regions; more than 1 million 
of them forced to become refu
gees in neighboring nations; the 
rest living in squalid camps as 
internal refugees, s trangers in 
their own lands; almost 2.5 mil
lion people dead from the civil 
wars ravaging Sierra Leone, 
Angola, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo; hundreds of 
tho usands maimed and 
wounded; tens of thousands of 
children, some as young as 10 
years old - taken by force to 
join the fighting; and, tens of 
thousands of women assaulted, 
abused and raped. 

The human price is the real 
price of cliamonds from Sierra 
Leone, Angola, and the Demo
cratic Republic of Congo. These 
cliamonds - conflict diamonds 
- enable the brutal civil wars in 
these nations to continue, enable 
rebel forces and government 
armies to buy weapons and sup
plies used to commit atrocities 
against unarmed populations 
that collectively number more 
than 70 million. These cliamonds 
are being sold every day on the 
world' s greatest diamond ex
changes and in the jewelry stores 
of--the world' s greates t cities. 
These diamonds are being laun
dered through Liberi a, Togo, 
Congo, and Burkina Faso. 

Don't let anyone tel1 you that 
we don' t know where these dia
monds come from, or that we 
don' t know how they get to our 
markets, or especiaJJy that we do 
not know the price being paid by 
innocent civilians - men, 
women, and children - in the 
heart of Africa. And while we 
commend the many diamond 
centers in Tel Aviv, Antwerp, and 
elsewhere, and the many retail
ers who have acted as best they 
can to prevent such diamonds, 
what we do know is that once 

· these diamonds arrive in 
Antwerp, Tel Aviv, Bombay, Lon
don and New York, there is no 
way to tel1 them from legitimate 
cliamonds. 

We know that few peo ple 
want to ask uncomfortable ques
tions or pry too deeply into the 
origins of the diamond they 
want to buy. We know that ac
corcling to the state department, 
conflict cliamonds make up an 
estimated 10 to 15 percent of the 
international diamond trade. 
And we know that Americans 

consume 65 percent of the clia
mond market. 

You do the math - whatever 
the United States does on this 
issue, the market will foUow be
cause, my friends, we largely are 
the market. 

Fortunately, we can do some
thing very simple, yet remark
ably powerful. We can adopt the 
Clean Diamonds legislation and 
we can advocate for the U.S. 
government to take a leadership 
role on the Kimberly process, a 
forgery-resistant system that cer
tifies legitimate rough cliamonds 
at their source, bars cliamonds 
without such certification, and 
creates a stream of conflict-free 
cliamonds. We commend Reps. 
Tony HaJJ and Frank Wolf fo r 
introducing this vital legislation. 
These strategies will signifi
cantly cleanse the cliamond mar
ket, resulting in no further fund
ing fo r the ci vii wars fueled by 
conflict cliamonds, and aJJowing 
these nations that produce dia
monds lawfully - nations led 
by South Africa and Botswana 
- to continue their trade in clia
monds. 

Our religious traclitions teach 
that our moral values must gov
ern our business practices, as 
much as they do our personal 
lives. The rabbis taught that 
wine mixed with water could 
not be sold as "wine," and even 
if marked correctly as "wine 
mixed with water," could not be 
sold to a wholesale merchant, 
who might, out of greed or in
difference, sell it to those who 
would deceive their customers. 
just as every customer has the 
right to know that there is no 
water in the wine, every cus
tomer has the right to know that 
there is no blood on the dia
monds offered for sale, and that 
their beauty is untarnished by 
the suffering of innocent vic
tims. 

If the scores of millions of 
Americans who celebrate our 
Sabbaths in the pews of every 
church, every mosque, and ev
ery synagogue in America were 
to pause for just a moment, to 
contemplate the diamonds they 
wear, the diamonds they have 
bought, the cliarnonds they have 
given, and to think about where 
those diamonds might h ave 
come from, who might h ave 
mined them, and what the con
sequences of· the international 
trade in conflict diamonds were 
- then we would meet the 
moral responsibilities to which 
our worship of G-d calls us. 

Then, Isa iah's admonition 

TEMPLE SINAI NURSERY SCHOOL 
in Cranston is now accepting 

2001-02 SEPTEMBER ENROLLMENT. 
Morning And Afternoon Sessions Are Available 

RHODE ISLAND CERTIFIED TEACHERS 
A nondenominational program 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 942-3466 
M-F 9-11:30 A.M., 12-2:30 P.M. 

Spaces Are Limited ~.w.~ 
DON'T MISS OUT! FW.h 
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that worship without justice is 
not acceptable to G-d, would 
compel us aJ1 to ensure that no 
diamond they or anyone else 
will buy from now on will re
sult in innocent people killed, 
maimed, and displaced by those 
who profit from conflict dia
monds. Only then will our 
loved ones we seek to honor 
with our gifts know we truly 
honor them, and G-d will know 
we truly honor the caJJ to part
nership in creating a better and 
a more hopeful future for all 
humanity. 

The Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism is the Washington 
office of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, whose 900 
congregation s across North 
America en compass 1.5 million 
Reform Jews, and the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis whose 
membership includes more than 
1,700 Reform rabbis. 

Feminist Issues In Jewish 
Liturgy at Hebrew College 
1n recent years there has been an explosion of creativity among 

Jewish_ women seeking new expressions in prayers, female life 
cycle rituals and holiday celebrations. What are the most com
mon femini_st criticisms of "male" G-d-language? Which alterna
tive strategies are women adopting to voice their concerns? 

. On June 4, Dr. Lois Dubin, associate professor of religion and 
Bible literature at Smith CoUege, will explore these issues in 
"Women's Experiences / Feminist Expressions: Contemporary Is
sues in Jewish Liturgy," the third of Hebrew College's center for 
Adult Jewish Learning's lecture series on the siddur. Dubin will 
examine _contemporary approaches to traclitional Jewish prayers 
and consider both the benefits and risks of particular innovations. 

The lecture will be held a t Hebrew College, 43 Hawes St., 
Brookline, at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $10. Please contact Lina 
Reznikov at (617) 278-4939 for registration information. 

Shavuos and Birthday 
Celebration at Chabad 

Shavuos celebration and Lieba Laufer ' s birthday, for men, 
women and children, will be celebrated on May 28 from 5:45 to 7 
p .m. at the Chabad CHAI Center, 15 Centerville Road, Warwick. 

Come and hear the reacting of the Ten Commandments! 
There will be a cheesecake and wine reception wi th a full vari

ety of cheesecakes. Children can make and eat ice cream sundaes 
and make and take their own cheesecake. 

Reservations are appreciated. Call 732-6559. 

Neve.r before 
has one coin 
been able to do 
so much, 
for so many. 
50 cents per pack, 
A small investment for a healthy Rhode Island. 

By raising the tax on cigarettes 50 cents per pack and wisely investing the 
revenue, we will be able to: 

• Prevent 6,700 children from becoming smokers; 
• Provide health insurance for nearly 20,000 uninsured R.I. adults; 
• Save the State of R.I. millions of dollars in health care cost directly related 

to tobacco use; · 
• Lower health care costs for all Rhode Islanders. 

The Campaign for a Healthy Rhode Island is supporting House Bill 
H-5554 and Senate Bill S-283 that would raise the cigarette tax by 50 
cents per pack. These bills will save all of us money by funding programs 
that will lower kids' smoking rates and decrease the $340 million we spend 
each year on health care directly related to tobacco use. 

Even if you have health insurance, this legislation will save you money. It 
will help keep your health care costs from rising by providing health 
insurance for nearly 20,000 people. These folks presently go to the 
emergency room when they get sick because they don't have a regular 
doctor they know well and visit often. We all pay the bill when these folks 
can't. 

You Can Make A Difference 
Call these legislators and tell them that increasing the tobacco tax and 

investing the revenue is critical to protecting our children from the ravages 
of tobacco. This per-pack-tax is the most effective way to keep kids from 
starting to smoke. Also tell them that it's important to you that all Rhode 
Islanders have access to health insurance. 

Rep. Antonio Pires 
Chair of the House Finance Committee 
723-4743 

Sen. Frank Caprio 
Chair of the Senate Finance Committee 
455-0055 

CAMPAIGN FOR A HEALTHY RI 
401-463-5368 800-364-5520 
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Weizmann Institute of Science 
Nominates New President 

Professor ll an Chet will be 
nominated to serve as the new 
president of the Weizmann In
stitute of Science in Rehovot, 
Israel. After a formal election by 
the Institute's Board of Gover
nors, the new president w ill be
gin serving on Dec. 2, upon the 
conclusion of the 13-year term 
of the current president, Profes
sor Haim Harari. Gershon 
Kekst, cha irman of the 
Weizmann Institute's Board of 
Governors, made the announce
ment in Israel. 

The nominating committee's 
recommendation marks the end 
of a yearlong process, which 
included a search committee 
composed of members of the 
Weizmann Institute Board of 
Governors from Israel and 
abroad, and leading scientists 
from the institute and abroad. 

Chet was born in Haifa in 
1939. He completed his doctoral 
work in microbiology at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusa
lem, Faculty of Agriculture, in 
Rehovot. His research focuses · 
on the biological control of plant 
di sease using en vironment 
friendly microorganisms, con
centrating on the basic, applied, 
and biotechnological aspects of 
this field. Chet has published 
more than 330 articles in inter
national scientifi c journals and 
edited three books. He holds 30 

patents and has trained ap
proximately 30 Ph.D. and 50 
M.Sc. students. 

Between 1983 and 1986, Chet 
served as the founding director 

Prof. llan Chet 

of the Otto Warburg Minerva 
Center for Agricultural Biotech
nology, and between 1986 and 
1989 he served as dean of the 
Hebrew University Faculty of 
Agriculture in Rehovot. 

For the last 10 years, Chet has 
served as vice president for re
sea rch and development of the 
Heb rew University. His na
tional and international fame is 
exemplified by hi s rich list of 
academic appointments, prizes, 

and awards. He served as visit
ing professor at Harvard, 
Cornell, and Rutgers universi
ties in the United States and at 
Goettingen and Lund in Eu
rope. He served as senior sci
entist for the Dupont Company 
in Delaware and is a member 
of the scientific advisory com
mittees of both the European 
Un.ion and NATO. 

Chet was awarded an hon
orary doctorate from Sweden's 
Lund University in 1991 and 
the Max-Planck Award for Dis
tinguished Research in 1994. 
His numerous prizes include 
the Rothschild Prize in Agricul
ture (1990), the Japanese Arirna 
Prize for Applied Microbiology 
(1996), the Israel Prize (1996), 
and the Wolf Prize (1998). He 
has been a member of the Israel 
Academy of Sciences and hu
man.i ties since 1998. 

The Weizmann Institute of 
Science, in Rehovo t, Israe l, is 
one of the world's foremost cen
ter of scientific research and 
graduate study. Its 2,500 scien
tists, students, technicians and 
engineers pursue basic research 
in the quest for knowledge and 
to enhance the quality of human 
life. New ways of fighting dis
ease and hunger, protecting the 
environment, and harnessing 
alternative sources of energy are 
high priorities at Weizmann. 

Heavenly Science 
It is a force stronger than any

thing we know of scientificaUy. 
It can't be measured by any tool 
we have, but there is ample evi
dence of its existence. It perme
ates the universe, but we cannot 
define it, see it, even qame it. It 
has the potential to change ev- · 
erything we believe scientificaUy 
about the birth, life and 
activity of the cosmos. 

For many decades, as
tronomers and physicists 
have believed that the uni
verse proceeded from an 
event they ca ll the Big 
Bang - an unimaginable 
explosion that formed all 
matter and, eventually, 
life. Since Torah is not in
consistent with science, 
we can see this occurrence as 
another way of viewing the Cre
ation: "Let there by light." 

Measurements of the motion 
of universal bodies have sup
ported the Big Bang theory, show-

ing that they are speeding away 
from where the original explo
sion happened. But the gravity of 
aU these stars and planets should 
also be slowing down the speed, 
pulling on each other. 

Yet two recent experiments 
have cast doubt on this notion. 
They show, in fact, that the gal
ax ies are speeding up rather 
than slowing down. 

Torah Today 
The chaos this news created 

among scientists has generated, 
or re-animated, theories about 
a strange force at work in space: 
we can't see it, measure it, un
derstand it, or elucidate its char
acteristics. But it's there, push
ing things along faster than 

~jhgeman &@~ 
Since 1970 

♦ Diamonds ♦ 
♦ Fine Jewelry ♦ 

♦ Custom Gold & Platinum ♦ 
♦ Gem Stones ♦ 

Appointments Preferred 

361 South Main St., Providenc~e 
831-6812 
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even scient ists' imaginations 
had imagined. 

Last week's portion, 
Bechukosai, enumerates the re
wards for performing mitzvot. 
But the name itself comes from 
the root chukim, which refers to 
a particular subset of command
ments - those that defy ratio-

nal understanding. Why 
should there be such com
mandments? What is the 
point of doing something 
we don' t understand? 

No matter how much 
we study, no matter how 
much we learn - in To
rah or in the physical sci
ences - we must always 
recognize that the totality 
of G-d' s greatness will for

ever exceed our comprehension. 
And so when we look at the 

heavens, and observe a Force 
we can't see or measure - we 
can smile at our understanding 
that we're not supposed to un
derstand. 

Submitted by Rabbi Yossi Laufer 
. of CHAI Center ofChabad of West 
Bay, Warwick. 

WJX\.H.HARRJS 

Time to Protect 
Your Furs 

♦ Storage ♦ Cleaning 
11,,-:uiai ♦ Repairs ♦ Restyling 

FREE PICK-UP 
. AND DELIVERY 

CALL 
821-6000 

NEW ENGLAND'S LARGF.ST FURRIER 

RT 2, WARWICK, RI · 

PEJE Establishes Grant 
Program For Small 

Jewish Communities 
The Partnership for Excel

lence in Jewish Education, 
founded in 1997 to promote and 
develop Jewish day schools in 
North America, announced re
cently the establishment of the 
Charles Schu sterman Sma ll 
Comm unities Enhancement 
Program for Jewish Day 
Schools. 

Named in memory of PEJE's 
first president, the grant pro
gram is designed to assist new 
and established elementary and 
middle Jewish day schools lo
cated in communities with Jew
ish populations not exceeding 
15,000. 

"Typically, these communi
ties are located in more remote 
areas of the country where ac
cess to expertise and support is 
limited," said Joshua Elkin, ex
ecutive direc tor of PEJE . 
"Grantee schools wiU now have 
the services of an experienced 
educator and additional fund
ing to help develop and imple
ment new prqgrams to improve 
the excellence of their schools." 

Schools that are chosen to 

participate in the Small Com
munities Program will be given 
10 days of a Madrikh's (coach 
or guide) time and $10,000 to be 
used to implement the recom
mendations that emerge from 
the Madrikh / school partner
ship . All the coaches are experi
enced educators w ho have 
founded schools and / or have 
ex tensive expertise working 
with established schools. 

In addition to receiving this 
specialized expertise and re
lated funding, the participating 
schools w ill be able to send one 
professional and one lay leader 
to the PEJE Grantee Conference 
or another educational confer
ence of their choice. 

Interested school or commu
nities must complete a Request 
for Proposals, which is due on 
Dec. 21. Recipients will be noti
fi ed by early June, 2002 Priority 
will be given to the sma lJest 
communities that app ly. Re
quests for Proposals can be ob
tained from PEJE, 183 State St., 
Suite 6, Bos ton, MA 02109. 
Phone: (617) 367-0001. 

Sammie Moshenberg 
Will Speak at 

NCJW Installation 
The National Council of Jew

ish Women Rhode Island sec
tion cordiaUy invites alJ mem
bers to come join in the celebra
tion at the annual meeting and 
installation of officers and direc
tors on June 6 at 11:30 a.m. at 
Temple Beth-El Social Hall, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. 

Sammie Moshenberg is 
the director of Washington 
Operations of NCJW and 
wi ll be guest speaker. As 
head of the organization's 
Washington office, Moshen
berg is the staff director for 
aU of NCJW's advocacy ef
forts nationwide including 
its State Public Affairs net
work, a team of volunteer 
advocates representing the 
organization in more than 
30 states. Moshenberg is 
also the editor of NCJW's 
quarterly Washington News
letter. 

Moshenberg is active in 
national coalitions on issues 
of concern to NCJW includ
ing: civil rights, reproduc
tive rights, work-family is
sues, child care, and First 
Amendment issues. She is 
a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Women's lnfor-
ma tion Network of Washing
ton, D.C., and a past board 
member of the National Com
mittee for Public Education and 
Religious Liberty . On behalf of 
NCJW, Moshenberg served as 
the first co-chair of the Leader
ship Conference on Civil Rights' 
Women's Caucus. In add ition, 
she chaired the First Tuesday 
Group which consists of the 
Washington representatives of 
major Ameri can Jewish organi
za tion for 1986-1987 and 1993--
1994. She has spoken on public 
policy and legislative issues to 
a variety of groups throughout 
the country, including syna-

gogues, uni versities, Jewish 
communal organizations, youth 
groups, and advocacy groups in 
the general communi ty. 

Moshenberg is well-re
spected in Washington. We at 
the NCJW have evidence of this 
fact when we look at the out
standing speakers who are ea-

Sammie Moshenberg 

ger to be present at our Wash
ington Institute Conventions, 
such as Justice Gi nsburg, Sen. 
Dodd and Rabbi Saperstein. 
Because of her fervent defense 
of the issues we pursue in the 
halls of Congress and her lead
ership skills, Moshenberg was 
presented th e pres ti g io us 
H annah Solomon Award in 
1998 at Washington Institute. 

We are proud of the work we 
accomplish.under her direction 
that we wanted all of our mem
bers to hea r from Moshenberg 
in her own words. 

A petite luncheon will be 
served at the event. 



Shavuot - The Short Version 
(Continued from Page 1) 

crop of each fruit was set aside about the synagogue and our 
as bikkurim, or "first fruit." On homes, to bring to mind the lush 
Shavuot the farmers gathered vegetation around Sinai, as well 
all the bikkurim and brought as to act as a reminder of the 
them all to the city of Jerusalem harvest season. This act of deco
where they would brought to rating received some rebuking, 
the Holy Temple. howeve.r; the Vilna Gaon, the fa-

Many of the customs eel- mous Lithuanian sage, re
ebrated today on Shavuot come marked that thls custom should 
&om stories of the ancient Israel- be banned as it bared resem
ites at Mount Sinai. On Shavuot, blance to pagan ritual. Despite 
Jewsoftenstay upallnightstudy- his condemnation, this custom 
ing the Torah, the Talmud and is still celebrated by Jews today. 
other Jewish texts. This study ses- Another custom that has 
sion is known as Tikku n l' el arisen is that Jews are to eat only 
Shavuot, or the "fixing" or "im- dairy foods (or to re&ain &om 
provement." Th is is done to eating meat) on the first day of 
honor the giving of the Torah by Shavuot. There are a number of 
studying it with all of our heart, explanations for this. It is said 
and to experience som~ of the joy that upon receiving th_e Torah, 
that the ancient Israelites mµst the Jews suddenly realized that 
have felt in receiving it. all of their utensils needed to be 

It is said that the ancient Is- kashered. Dairy foods were 
raelitesactuallyoverslepton the therefore consumed until 
mornfag of G-d's visit. It has proper utensil s and properly 
become a custom to stay up all kosher food was to be found . 
night as a sort of a "make up" Another explanation brings 
for those late ri se rs. During tq mind the passage in Song of 
Shavuot the Book of Ruth is Songs which reads, "Honey and 
read, to link Ruth's conversion milk sha ll be und er your 
process to our reacquainting tongue" - meaning that the 
ourselves with G-d and the To- words of the Torah are to be 
rah on Shavuot. compared to sweet honey and 

It is said that when the lsra- nourishing milk. 
elites trudged through the bar- Today many Jews eat blintzes 
ren desert towards Sinai, they a nd cheesecake to reca ll this 
found the mountain was lush story, since eating in Judaism 
and overflowing with flowers has always symbolized " inter
and vegetation of all kinds. It nalizing" the holiness in life. For 
has become custom today to that reason, and, of course, be
sprea d flowers and greens cause Jews love to eat. 

Jews For Jesus 
(Continued from Page 1) 

The best way to nullify the for Judaism to avoid any pitfalls 
influence of such groups, be- that may occur in college." 
lieves Rabbi Hartman, is to edu- Rabbi Mark Bloom, of 
cate people, especially teenagers Temple Torat Yisrael in Cran
who may be more open toques- ston, said the group's evangeli
tioning their faith. "Many young cal effort is not the only prob
Jews are not educated [enough] !em created by Jews for Jesus. 
to understand what Jews for "The biggest problem the Jews 
Jesus really means," said Rabbi for Jesus movement presents 
Hartman. Jews for Jesus often has to do with how we are per
attempts to win new converts on ceived by Christianity," he said. 
co llege campuses. In fact, He said he is not as worried 
Brickner himself has said he was as some abou t large numbers of 
first introduced to the group Jews being converted by the 
while in college. The group also grou p. "What I am worried 
has a Web site, <www.jewsfor about, however, and what I ex
jesus.org>, that features testimo- perienced when I served as a 
nials &om converted Jews and rabbi in the heavily evangelical 
other information. area of Atlanta, was tha t it 

A strong response to thls new greatly confused Christians," he 
kind of evangelism is being un- said. "We have spent decades 
dertaken by the counter-mis- trying to make good Christians 
sionary organization Jews for understand that Jews do not 
Judaism. Many resources on the accept Jesus as anything more 
issue can be found at their Web than a historical person. When 
site, <www.jewsforju daism. this movement comes along 
org>. Jews for Judaism attempts claiming that one can accep t 
to raise awareness among the Jesus and still be a good Jew, not 
Jewish.community about Chris- only is thls blatantly false and 
tian missionary groups in gen- theologically untrue, it undoes 
era! and Jews for Jesus in par- much of our hard work over the 
ticular. Rabbi Hartman en- past decacfes. Jews for Jesus 
dorsed the organization, saying, makes it harder for Christians 
"High school seniors should to understand what Judaism is 
take the seminar offered by Jews all about," Rabbi Bloom said . 

'United '13rothers 9--Listoric Synagogue 
205 :Jligh .Sire.el, 'llrislol, :Rlwde :Jsland 

Jnvites the public lo their 

:Jriday evening oun.e I service al 8 p.m. 
..;7l memorial plaque will he dedicale.d in honor of 

.Yllton '13rody, founder, past president and trustee. 
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J EWISH COMMUNITY 
Upcoming Events 

at The JCCRI 
We have a wonderful oppor

tunity to join together as a com
munity for a Family Shabbat 
Dinner on June 1 at 6 p.m. in the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island social hall . 

Performing Arts Event 
June 7 

On June 7, at 4:30 p .m. in the 
JCCRI social hall, we will be 
treated to a special presentation 
by the aspiring actor and ac
tresses in-Laura Bennett's Per
forming Arts class. Liliana 
Gutmann-McKenzie, Alexander 
Herbert-Rapport, Gabrielle 
Labrecque, Rebekah Beth Page, 
Samantha Pilavin, and Laura 
Weil will combine all their 
dance, theatre, and music skills 
to present thi s ve ry specia l 
show. AU are invited to attend. 

Speaking of Summer ... 

Plan now to join us for a Sha
lom To Summer ice cream sun
daes party in Kidspace / PTC on 
June 7, from 5 to 6;15 p.m. Fam
ily members are invited to join 
in the fun, following the Per
forming Arts class presentation. 

The JCCRI is located at 401 
Elmgrove Ave. in Providence. 
Call 861-8800. 

PHDS Holds Annual 
L'ag B'Omer Picnic 

Each year the Providence Hebrew Day School celebrates the 
holiday of L'ag B'Omer in the traditional way - with a picnic 
and outing. This year the pre-schoolers through eighth-graders 
took a trip to Colt State Park to play games, have races and 
enjoy a barbecue lunch. Lag B'Omer (the 33rd day of the omer 
period) became a holiday because it represents the cessation of 
a terrible plague that affected the students of the famous Rabbi 
Akiva. School children throughout the world celebrate thls day 
with all types of outdoor activities. 

SUSAN SUGARMAN, the physical education teacher at 
PHDS, leads the younger grades in relay races. 

Photo courtesy of PHDS 

Help Us Celebrate The Marriage of 
Chaya Laufer and Michael Goldman 

The officers and friends of the New England Academy of Torah invite you to the Sheva Brachas 
celebrating the marriage of Chaya Zisel_Laufer, daughter of Rabbi and Mrs. Yeshoshua Laufer of 
Providence, R.I, to Michoel Goldman, son of Rabbi and Mrs. Yossy Goldman on May 31 at 5:30 
p.m. 

The celebration will take place at the Providence Hebrew Day School, 450 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, R.I. 

Purchase a roundtrip ticket or a hotel/air package by 
May 31 and depart between July 14 and September 23, 2001 . 

$829 NONSTOP FROM JFK OR NEWARK 
AIRFARE ONLY 

OR 

$1 049 NONSTOP FROM JFK OR NEWARK 
FROM INCLUDES AIRFARE AND 5 NIGHTS HOTEL 

Fly EL AL and stay at select Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, Dan Panorama 
' or Prima Hotels with Israeli breakfast every day. 

$120 surcharge applies June 22 through July 13, 2001 
for roundbip ticket or hotel/air package. 

ISRAEL E L,JVJIL,N.Z 
. No ONE BELONGS HERE M ORE ntAN You It's .not just an airline. It's Israel. 
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Annual 'Mitzvah Day' Held at Beth El R.I. Jewish Teens 

Inspired by D.C. Retreat by.Jon Rubin Outdoor clean-ups took Genie Shau coordi~ated a 
Herald Editor place at India Point Park in playground clean-up at the 

At Temple Beth El on May 6, Providence and in Blackstone Varieur School in Pawtucket. 
themembersoftheTempleBeth Park in Pawtucket. The cloth- She had about 25 volunteers 
El Social Actioo Committee ing and book drive held at Beth helping her pick up litter, clean 
brought their annual Mitzvah El brought up hundreds of up graffiti and remulch the 
Day to the streets of Rhode Is- books for donation, and their playground. She noted that "the 
land. More than a dozen simul- clothing drive brought in "pro- city doesn't do routine mainte
taneous activities had SAC fessional" clothing that would nance - just repairs." That's 
members cleaning up play- be given to people who would where she came in, Shaul said. 
grounds and Jewish cemeteries, be leavi ng federal assistance For more information about 
helping administrators at Camp programs for employment op- the SAC, call Temple Beth El at 

by Elana Kiesser 
On January 14, 13 Rhode Is

land Jewish teenagers took the 
hour-long flight from T.F. Green 
airport to Baltimore/ Washing
ton International Airport, 
armed with clothes, snacks, toi
letries to donate to the homeless, 
and a completed assigrunent on 
Jewish morals and values. The 
bus ride from the airport to the 
hotel itself was exciting, as was 
getting a tour of the capital and 
arriving at the wrong hotel! 
When we finally did arrive at 
the correct one, everyone was 
excited, and curious about what 
was going to happen over the 
next couple of days. 

being instilled in the participants 
of the conference. 

It was a hot time to be in D.C., 
because of the upcoming (and 
sometimes controversial) presi
dential inauguration and John 
Ashcroft confirmation hearings. 
After getting acguainted with 
all 92 students, everyone came 
together for tlaeir first official 
lecture by People for the Ameri
can Way. A heated discussion 
then followed about social jus
tice and equality, and a night
time tour of the monuments, 
which was led by Jewish college 
students from the surrounding 
universities. 

JORI set up for the approaching portun.ities. · 331-6070. 
summer campers, doing some 
gardening at the East House 
Women's Shelter and many 
other activities. 

The bone marrow drive held 
for the benefit of Max Dwares, 
and the blood drive that ran 
alongside it were packed with 
mitzvah day volunteers. In to
tal, 180 people volunteered for 
bone marrow screenings and 38 
units of blood were collected, 
each amount exceeding expec
tations. 

Gary Shyine, who was chair 
of Mitzvah Day and a member 
of SAC for the past six years, 
described Mitzvah Day as a two 
level process. The first level in
cludes actions taken against ex
isting socia l problems, with 
blood and food and clothing 
drives. The other level, said 
Shyine's, "beneath the surface ... 
to teach children that mitzvahs 
are an important part of Juda
ism." 

BLOOD DONORS at Beth El lie in the blood-giving position. 

The Community Jewish Civ
ics Initiative Retreat, led by The 
Washington Institute for Jewish 
Leadership and Values, took 
place January 14 through 17, 
and was comprised of Jewish 
teenagers from Boca Ra ton and 
Broward County, Fla., New Ha
ven, Conn ., and, of course, 
Providence, R.l. The Provi
dence group was led by Rabbi 
Mark Bloom, of Temple Torat 
Yisrael, and Miriam Abrams
Stark, youth coordinator at 
Temple Emanu-El. The purpose 
of the retreat was to make Jew
ish kids aware of what was go
ing on today in the government 
and politics, and to encourage 
us to get involved, whether it 
was relating to Israel, the envi
ronment, or the then upcoming 
inauguration of President 
Bush. 

The next morning, students 
chose between preparing food 
for the homeless, chatting with 
nursing home residents, clean
ing up a park, or packing bags 
with winter necessities to be 
handed out at a Martin Luther 
King Day parade to D.C. resi
dents. After a labor-of-love 
filled morning, students were 
given a few hours to tour D.C. 
on their own. Kids went to a 
variety of sites, including a visit 
to George Washington Univer
sity, a look at Judy Garland's 
Ruby slippers in the Library of 
Congress, a (kosher) snack at 
Hard Rock Cafe, and even a 
tour of the White House! 

The keynote speech on Tues
day morning was given by 
Rabbi Sid Schwartz, president 
of the Washington Institute for 
Jewish Leadership and Values: 

Shyine's wife, Dr. Ellen 
Berlinksy, also chairs the event. 
She said that this year's Mitzvah 
Day had over 400 participants, 
and that participation was re
quired for all of Beth El's reli
gious school students. "This is 
what it is to be a Jew," she said . 
"[We try to] let the larger com
munity know that Jews do this 
sort of thing." Her son, Adam, _H_er_a_ld~p_lr_o_to_s_by~/0_11_R_11_b_i11 _______________ _ 

The four days, full of moral 
discussions, riveting speeches 
and exciting tours, took place 
over Martin Luther KingJr. week
end, fittingly. Everything that Dr. 
King had worked so hard for was 

He convinced us that even 
teenagers can take action and 
do good for the world. He men
tioned 15-year-old Amber 
Kaufman, who began by bring
ing meals to the homeless in 

(Continued on Page 15) 
also coordinated the event. 

MITZVAH DAY DO-GOODERS (left to right) Eric Munsel, 
Jenny Maclellan, Eric Steinberg and George Trainer work some 
rakes at the Varieur School in Pawtucket. 

TEXTILE WAREHOUSE 
Towel and Sheet Factory Outlet 

• Matelasse Coverl ets 
• Comforters 
• Curtains 
• Towels By 

The Pound 

• 250 Thread Count 
Sheet Sets 

• X-tra Long Sheets 
• Beach Towels 
• Eye let Bed Accessories 

Corner Division St. and Industrial Highway, Pawtucket 

Open Daily 
9:30-4, 

Sat. till 12:30 

Temple Beth-El Sisterhood 
Holds Fashion Show 

by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

Music and fashion were the passion at Temple 
Beth-El last week, when on the evening of May 17, 
the Temple Sisterhood held its annual donor event, 
"A Fabulous Fashion Show." 

Ardean Botvin and Melissa Baker were co-chair
womenof the event, which also included a sumptu
ous dinner and a raffle. The evening's highlight, how
ever, was the fashion show, complete with runway 
music. State Representative and Temple Beth-El 
board member David N. Cicilline embodied the role 
of dapper fashion commentator. 

Botvin remarked "The fashion show is fun for the 
whole family, and that's what the temple represents 

Co-chairwomen Melissa Baker and Ardea n 
Botvin. Herald photos by Seti, Dromley 

Cantor Judith Seplowin 

- the family." Baker thanked all the donors 
for their contributions, which she said will go 
to the temple's religious school, and be used to 
purchase new desks and chairs for the dtildren. 

Clothing was provided by local merchants 
such as Gabrielle Apparel, Sonya's, Tassio 
Men's Clothing and Sara's Childrens Boutique. 
Among those offering up their talents on the 
catwalk were Rabbis Leslie Gutterman and 
Jonathan Blake, as well as Cantor Judy 
Seplowu1 of Temple Beth-El. They and the other 
volunteer models displayed all maimer of 
spring fashions and formalwear. 



Rabbi Kaunfer Seminar 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ence should be, he said, "[some- ity, is not seen as such by Juda
thing] that deeply affected you ism, because one cannot have 
as a human bein g ... that enough time to devote to wor
changed you ... was one of the sh ip and re ligious stud y "if 
defining characteristics of your you're spending all your time 
life ... and that is not possible to just trying to feed yourself." 
fu ll y a rticulate - something Wachs said that true mysti
transcendent. " He then asked cism can be manifested during 
the aud ience to share their ex- certain "moments in the here 
perience with the person seated and now." These moments, he 
next to them, and the room said, "which you know you 
broke out in spirited conversa- can't measure ... have a dirnen
tion. After a minute, Wachs then sion of depth that can't be de
asked individuals to share their fined ." A visit to Israel, 
experience with the group. Sev- davening, carrying out mitzvot . 
eral people described their first and creating or enjoying music 
journey to Israel as such an ex- and art, are some examples that 
perience, while another talked Wachs gave of things that put 
about the passing of a close rela- us in touch with the mystical. 
live. The common thread of the "All human beings are natu-
stories was not that they were rally spiritual," said Wachs. 
happy moments or sad mo- He mentioned a recent study 
ments, but that, as Wachs said, in which interviews were con
" the y point beyond , to the ducted with 100 Jews who had 
realm of the transcendent." converted to other religions. He 

Wachs then commented: sa id the researchers' original 
"The rabbis who have shaped hypothesis was that these Jews 
Judaism [have been] skeptical had converted due to strained 
towards what we would asso- relationships w ith their fami 
ciate with mysti cism." Wachs lies. Wachs said that the results 
mea nt tha t Judaism rejects showed evidence of something 
many of the ways in which elseentirely-thatmanyof the 
people throughout history have converts believed that "being 
attempted to reach mystical and Jewish was an ethnic thing," 
transcendent experiences. For and that Judaism was not ful
example, some religions teach filling their spiritual needs. 
that a state of solitude and soli- Wachs believes there are five 
taryprayercan put one intouch ways tha t indi v idua ls com
with the mystical. Judaism, monly express their spiritual 
however, uses the concept of a side and experience transcen
minyan (the requirement that 10 dence: through religious obser
men be present to pray), which vance, through appreciation of 
reinforces the idea tha t "you nature, through stimulation of 
must fu lfi ll your life through their intellect, through apprecia
li ving in a community," sa id lion of the asthetically beautiful 
Wachs. and through social action in a 

He then added that some re- community. "The community 
ligions believe asceticism or must cater to all these types," 
celibacy can lead to the realm said Wachs. He warned against 
of the mystical, and pointed out too much focus on religious ob
that Judaism also discourages servance and tradition, to the 
these behaviors. "Unlike those de triment of the other four 
religions in which [celibacy] is paths. H e said that Judaism 
a prerequisite," Wachs said, should remain open to allowing 
Jewish spiritual leaders are al- individuals to take whichever of 
most required to have a family. these various paths they are 
Having a family of his or her most comfortable with, in order 

. own gives a rabbi a better un- to sustain and nurture their 
derstanding of the breadth of natural spirituali ty. He said that 
human experience, and there- the alternative might result in 
fore makes him or h er better more and more Jews looking 
able to relate to the congre- elsewhere for spiritual guid
gates. ance. "We must restore the bal-

Wachs also said that materi- ance between the ethnic and the 
a lism, which some religions spiritual or Jews will leave the 
claim is an obstacle to spiritual- community," he said. 

Jewish War Veterans 
Susan Adler and Estell e Klemer of the Jewish Seniors 

Agency JERI program, with veterans Jerome Herman and 
Herman Blumentha l at the Rhode Island Veterans Home. Can
tor Judy Seplowin of Temple Beth-El was also on hand to en
tertain the troops. Herald ,,,wto by Seth Bromley 
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capture this spirit of Sinai .. 
w ith kindness for one another." 

This year's Leadership De
velopment Awards were given 
to outstanding individuals in 
the Jewish community who 
were active in service to their 
community, who act as leaders 
and who inspire others to lead. 
When the awards were to be 
given out, a multi-media pre
sentation was shown that con
tained clips of f~ly, fri ends 
and colleagues thanking and 

JFRI Annual Meeting 
(Continued from Page 1) 

will enable her to attend the 
General Assembly of the United 
Jewish Communities in Wash
ington, D. C. 

David Resnick, who serves on 
numerous boards, including 
Jewish Seniors Agency, the Jew
ish Family Service, Partnership 
2000, and the Federation's Stra
tegic Planning Steering commit
tee, and the Bureau of Jewish 
Education, amongst others, was 
presented with the Merrill L. 
Hassenfeld Leadership in Com-

President: Robert Mann 
First Vice President: Mark 

Feinstein 
Vice Presidents: Sheila 

Alexander, Doris Feinberg, Rob
ert Starr, Joshua Teverow, 
Mindy Wachtenheirn 

Treasurer: Jay Rosenstein 
Associate Treasurer: Jeffrey 

Brier 
Secretary: Sharon Gaines 
Area Vice Presidents: Alan 

Feinberg, Newport Cty, Carl 
Freedman, Pawtucket, Sidney 
Goldstein, Kent Cty, Lloyd 
Grano££, Providence, Joan Gray, 
Cranston, Toby London, North
ern R.I., Maxine Richman, East 
Bay, Michael Schuster, Southern 
R.I. 

SUSAN FROEHLICH, recipient of the Riseman Leadership De
velopment Award, says a few words of thanks of aftering re
ceiving her award. Herald photo by }011 Rubin 

President Robert Mann said 
that the Federation is primarily 
centered on the East Side Jewish 
community and that this is some
thing he would like to change. 
Mann announced his intent to fo
cus on "centralized community 
planning," which would entail 
placing focus groups in different 
communities to increase feed
back to the Federation. "Cran
ston," Mann said, "is only ten 
minutes away. .. [T]hey feel Like 
they' re 10,000 miles away." The 
Federation, Mann said, will fully 
utilize its eight area vice presi
dents in this task. 

congratu lating the award re
cipients for doing what they do 
best and for setting such fine 
e amples. 

Alan Hassenfeld, Chairman 
and CEO" of Hasbro, Inc., was 
awarded the Joseph W. Ress 
Community Ser.vice Award . · 
Among his many achievements 
in the Jewish comm unity, 
Hassenfeld has served on the 
Board of Directors of the JCCRI, 
is a recipient of theJFRI'sNever 
Again Award, and currently 
serves on the Board of Directors 
of the JFRI. Hassenfeld' s award 
was presented by Joan Ress 
Reeves. 

Susan Froehlich, who is soon 
to be the next president of the 
Women's Alliance, was given 
the Riesman Leadership Devel
opment Award. Froehlich has 
served many positions in the 
JFRI over the years, as well as 
serving on the boards of the 
Alperin Schechter Day School 
and Temple Emanu-El. Froeh
lich's award was presented by 
Robert Riesman, and the award 

Shavuot at 
Chabad House in 

Providence 
Celebrate Shavuot, the Festi

val of the Giving of the Torah! 
On May 28, hear the Ten 

Commandments. Services are at 
10:30 a.m., the Ten Command
ments at 11:30 a.m., followed by 
a festive holiday luncheon and 
children's program with sweets 
and ice-cream. 

Bring the kids and make an 
investment in Yidclishe Nachas. 

On May 29 service begins at 
10 a.m. wi th Yizkor services at 
lla.m. 

There will be an all-night To
rah-Learn-a-Thon on May 27 
from 12 a.m. to dawn. Study 
groups, d iscussions and much 
more. Services will be held at the 
Chabad House, 360 Hope St., 
Cal l 273-7328. 

munity Service Award. Resnick' s 
Award was presented by Alan 
Hassenfeld, and will enable 
Resnick to travel to Israel to learn 
about the local community's re
lationship to Israel. 

Mann also announced that 
the Federation has raised $62,500 
for a new IsraeLi ambulance to 
replace the one destroyed in the 
Intifada. The money will go to
wards purchasing a new ambu
lance in the city of Afula, which 
is connected to Rhode Island 
through the Federation. Mann 
announced that Rhode Island is 
the first state in the United States 
to replace an ambulance. 

The installation of the new 
slate of officers and members of 
the board of directors for the 
JFRI was officiated by Harris 
Rosen. The new officers and 
boa rd members for the yea rs 
2001-2002 are: 

~ CAMPJoRi ~, ·: 
fil~ere «i/Js an/J summer fun 6eceme ener ~-A-m_•_ric_•_n_ 

Camping 

~ 
a 
m 
m 
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Association 

THEDAYCAMP 
fo r Kent, Newport and South Counties. 

Boys ond girls ages 6 to 9 will build memories, 
confidence and friendships to lost a lifetime 
in a summer of fun filled with sports , natu re , 

arts and crofts and cult ural programs. 

Four two-week sessions, starting the week of 
June 25 through t he week of August 13. 

9 a .m. to 4 :30 p .m . / $425 pe r two-week s ession • Registration open to oll who wish t o apply . 

• Day and overnight co. pers fully inte grated . 

An atmosphere of Jewish warmth . 

• Located in Narragansett. • Transportation available in (J,l,1'f'~ 

Kent County a t no add it ional cost. 

Comp Director: Ron ni Guttin 

For information, call (40 1 ) 521-2655. 
Comp JORI ■ 229 Waterman Street ■ Providence, RI 02906 
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FEATURE 
American Cancer 
Society's Relay 

Celebrates Life and Hope 
of Conquering Cancer 

The American Cancer Society's Greater Providence Relay for 
life, set for June 1 and 2 at Mt. Pleasant High School in Provi
dence, is more than just a fund-raiser to support the fight against 
cancer. It's also a celebration of the fact that hundreds of local 
residents have survived cancer and a fun way for residents of 
the Greater Providence area to take up the fight. 

According to Carol Trudel, event chairperson, the American 
Cancer Soci~ty expects to raise $100,000 during the relay. More 
ihan 70 teams of walkers and runners from local businesses, 
families, and community organizations are expected to sign up, 
she said. "Each team will keep at least one team member on the 
track throughout the day and night," she said. "Walkers collect 
sponsorship money from friends, family members, and co
workers, which supports the American Cancer Society's pro
grams of research and local services." 

Among the expected participants are 300 cancer survivors, 
Trudel said. Survivors will walk the first lap of the relay at 6 p.m. 

Tribute will also be paid to those who currently have cancer 
or who have died. A special candlelight ceremony at 8:30 p.m. 
will feature lurninaria - candles that bear the names of loved 
ones affected by cancer. 

Funds raised during the relay will support American Cancer 
Society cancer control programs. The American Cancer Society 
is also a source for comprehensive information about cancer 
through its (800) ACS-2345 number, which connects callers to 
services offered to local patients and those who love them. The 
information line and Web site <www.cancer.org> operate 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, in English and Spanish. 

Solid Hiring Gains 
Forecast for Providence 

A bright jobs outlook is on 
the horizon for the Providence 
area, based on the newest poll 
of employers' labor needs for 
the third quarter. Manpower 
Inc. recently released the latest 
findings of the Employment 
Outlook Survey. 

For the July through Septem
ber period, 33 percent of the 
companies interviewed plan to 
augment workforce levels while 
3 percent indicate reductions are 
warranted, according to Man
power spokesperson Sheldon 
Sollosy. Another 64 percent ex-

pect payrolls to remain steady. 
"Last quarter, employers 

were not quite .as optimistic 
when' 27 percent forecast add
ing workers and 3 percent an
ticipated reductions," Sollosy 
said." A year ago at this time the 
outlook was healthy as 33 per
ce11t thought increases were 
likely and 13 percent were in
·tending to cut back." 

Looking ahead, job prospects 
appear best in construction, and 
durable and non-durable goods 
manufacturing. Mixed readings 
come from wholesale trade. 

PERSONAL TRIUMPHS. 
FULFILLING CAREERS. 

Judith Thompson, F1tncss.Dm:aor 

What do I like best about working 
at EPOCH? Beyond EPOCH's 
strong commitment to fitness, it 
is the individual achievements that 
stand out to me . One resident 
went from being lifted into the 
pool , to walking in unassisted, 
playing pool volleyball three 
times a week. 

I love working with seniors 
because they are motivated and 
can see marked progress just by 
getting out and bc(ng active. 
Knowing that EPOCH shares the 
same philosophy makes my job 
much more enriching. 

ASSISTED " LIVING 
on the East Side 

One Butler Avenue · Providence, RI 02906 

401-275-0682 
www.epochsl.com 

P f.10\101'\.(, THI Rr,IDF'\.I[ Of (HOlff fOl-1 5!'\.lfll-1'-

R.I. Food Security Survey Shows Increase 
of Hunger Among Poorest Families 

One in four families living in 
low-income neighborhoods do 
not have enough money to buy 
the food they need to feed their 
families, according to the results 
of a survey released recently by 
the Rhode Island Department of 
Health. The survey, wnich is 
part of the Rhode Island Food 
Security Monitoring Project, 
measures food insecurity and 
hunger that is a direct result of 
restricted financial resources. 

Food insecurity is defined as 
"limited or uncertain availabil
ity of nutritionally adequate 
and safe food or limited or un
certain ability to acquire accept
able foods in socially acceptable 
ways." Based on information 
collected in the survey, house
holds are categorized as either 
food secure, food insecure hun
ger" have adul ts and children 
who experience physical sensa
tion of hunger. 

Adults in 401 randomly se-

Antique Appraisal 
and Wine Tasting 

Festival at 
Hamilton House 
Hamilton House Commu

nity Center for Active Seniors is 
hosting an Antique Appraisal 
and Wine Tasting Festiva l on 
June 8 from 4 to 6 p .m. This 
event is open to the public and 
is being held at the Hamilton 
House on 276 Angell St., Provi
dence. The event features a live 
jazz band, wine and cheese tast
ing, hors d'oeuvres, and ap
praisals by topnotch appraisers 
from CRN Auctions, Inc. of 
Cambridge, Mass., and N. 
David Scotti of Providence, R.I. 

Tickets are $10 in advance, 
$12 at the door and include ad
mission, wine and cheese 
tastings, music, and hors 
d'oeuvres. Up to three verbal ap
praisals per admission of Ameri
can and European Art & An
tiques, jewelry, porcelain, and 
silver sold separately at event for 
$5 each with admission from 4 
to 6 p.m. For tickets, call 831-1800 
or come in to Hamilton House 
Community Center at 276 
Angell St., Providence, on Mon
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

Health and 
Happiness 

Workshops at 
EPOCH 

EPOCH Assisted Living on 
Blackstone Boulevard located at 
353 Blackstone Boulevard, 
Providence, is hosting free 
Health and Happiness Work
shops every Tuesday night from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the residence. 

Dr. Dolores Seymour, author, 
motivational speaker, columnist 
and holistic counselor will con
duct this weekly educational se
ries. Come learn about stress 
management, relaxation, posi
tive thinking and much more. 
This event is free, open to the 
public and light refreshments 
will be served. For details, call 
Julie Fox at 273-6565. 

lected Rhode Island households 
living in low-income neighbor
hoods responded to the tele
phone survey. Among families 
defined as food insecure, 43 per
cent suffered from hunger. This 
is an increase from the 1999 sur
vey where 36 percent were de
termined to be suffering from 
hunger. 

"We are concerned about the 
increase in the number of fami
lies experiencing hunger, since 
hunger can be a precursor to 
more serious health problems," 
said Patricia A. Nolan, M.D., 
MPH, director of the Rhode Is
land Department of Health. 
"Most alarming is that one in 
three families with children are 
food insecure." 

The survey also shows that 
food insecurity in Rhode Island 
households varies according to 
factors, such as: 

• Annual incomes less than 
100 percent of the federal pov
erty level (62.8 percent), 

• Unemployed adults (52.4 
percent), 

• Single parent with child (42 
percent), 

• Hispanic ethnicity (42 per
cent). 

A significant percentage of 
families who met income crite
ria for federal food and nutrition 
programs, such as WIC and 
Food Stamps, did not use these 
programs. Community-based 
food programs, such as SERVE, 
are also underutilized. These 
findings point to the need for 
improved outreach to families. 
"Improving participation in 
some of these valuable food and 
nutrition programs may be part 
of the solution to improving food 
security among these families at 
risk of hunger," says Nolan. 

The full report of the 2000 
Rhode Island Food Security 
Monitoring Project can be found 
on the Department of Health 
Web site <www.health.state.ri. 
us>. 

Enjoy Cycling - With Heart! 
The American Heart 

Association's Heart Ride 2001 
will take place on June 3 in the 
beautiful countryside of 
Westport, Little Compton and 
Sakonnet, in R.I. 

Individuals, families, chil
dren and corporate learns are all 
invited to join the fun, non-com
petiti ve biking event. Three 
course lengths will be available. 
The 100K starts at 8:30 a.m., the 
50 Kat 9 a.m. and the 25K at 9:30 
a.m. All participants must wear 
a bike helmet. 

Registration prior to June 1 is 
$50; $75 on the day of the ride. 
Sponsorship forms will also be 
available and anyone generating 
$250 in sponsorship will have 
the registration fee waived. 

Serving as honorary co
chairs are NBCl0's R.J. Heim, 
who also served last year, and 
WSNE's David Jones of the 
morning Jones & Joan show. 
Sponsors are Southcoast Health 
System, Sakonnet Vineyards, 
Westport Vineyards, Fall River 
Ford and <oso.com>. Cycle.ser
vice will be provided by Provi
dence Bicycle. Other sponsors 
are: RI Quahog· Company, 
Spring Valley Natural Water, 

The Cookie Outlet; New York 
Bagel, Fruit & Bagel, Wainer & 
Son, and Whites of Westport. 

Funds raised support cardio
vascular research and education 
to reduce death and disability 
from this country's number one 
anti number three causes of 
death - heart disease and 
stroke. 

Prizes ranging from T-shirts 
to a hotel weekend on the Cape 
are available at diHerent spon
sor levels. For more informa
tion, call the American Heart at 
(888) 863-4052. 

Big Brothers Humanitarian 
Award Dinner Set for May 30 

The 24th annual Big Brothers of Rhode Island Robert ."Cy" 
Killian Humanitarian Award Dinner will be held on May 30 at the 
Providence Marriott. This year we will be honoring Edward P. 
Garrahy Sr. for his extraordinary dedication and hard work in sup
port of our work with fatherless boys. 

Garrahy is a member of the board of directors of Big Brothers and 
his generosity and concern are key ingredients to our agency's suc
cess. He serves as our auctioneer at our Sports/Celebrity Auction. 

Garrahy coached basketball and baseball at both St. Patrick's 
and Blessed Sacrament parishes, where he won numerous State 
and New England titles in both sports. 

Garrahy was honored in 2000 as an inaugural inductee into the 
R.I. Basketball Officials Hall of Fame. 

The toastmaster for this exciting dinner will be Ed' s brother, 
former governor, the Hon. J. Joseph Garrahy. 

The guest speaker for the evening will be Steve Grogan, the 
great New England Patriots quarterback. · 

Cocktails begin at 6:30 p.m. and dinner at 7:30 p.m. AU pro
ceeds go to Big Brothers of Rhode Island. 

Tickets are $50 per person. Call the Big Brothers office at 432-
9955 for more information. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Song of Ascent-

Short 5 tories by 
Gabriella Colinger 

(Raincoast Books, May 2001, 
$14.95) 

Song of Ascent is an eloquent 
contemplation on Jewish his
tory and culture through the 
lives of the Birnbaum family 
and friends. These linked stories 
- some darkly di sturbing and 
painful and some bitterly hu
morous - come from Goliger ' s 
own uneasy rel ationship with 
her Jewish identity. "The char
acters in Song of Ascent are out
s id e rs. Each is cau ght in a 
s truggl e be tween pas t and 
present. It is a n interesting, 
tho ug h some times p a inful , 
pl ace to be," says Go li ger. 

"What makes their struggles 
particularly poignant, even ab
surd at times, is their 
marginalization from main
stream Jewish life." 

In "Maedele," Rachel is hav
ing an illicit affair with Profes
sor Blutstein, a Yiddish poet and 
scholar who passionately advo
cates for an understanding of 
the Jews' ancient history and 
their present-day role. Blutstein 
says, "The Jewish soul bears 
witness, suffers, has a destiny
to redeem the world by expos
ing the tyranny of empires and 
to reassert Jewish sovereignty, 
which is happening right now, 
thi s ve ry mom ent ." While 
Rachel is flattered to have been 
singled out by this grea t poet 

and Holocaust survivor, she ul
timately finds the tension be
tween the ever-preser t weight 
of history and her torrid affair 
with an older, married man to 
be suffocating. "She is dream
ing corpses, she is falling into a 
pit, she is buried under a pro
fessor." Gofiger 's nuanced am
bi valence in writing about this 
relationship is indicati ve of her 
sensitivity in portray ing her 
characters' struggle with their 
complex, haunting history. 

" Poe ti c and po ignant ... 
Goliger infuses her immigrant 
portrai ts with humani ty, blend
ing metaphor and psychology." 

- Publishers Weekly 
Gabriell a Golige r was co

winner of the Journey Prize in 

1997 for her story, Maladies of the 
Inner Ear. Her story Song of As
cent was nominated for the 
same prize in 1995 and won the 
PRISM International Short 
Story Contest in 1993. Goliger 
has been published in Coming 
Attraction 98 (Oberon, 1998) and 
in Best New American Voices 2000 
(Harcourt, 2000) and is slated to 
appear in an anthology of Jew
ish-Canadian writing forthcom
ing from Unive rsity of Ne
braska Press. She has a B.A. 
from McGill University and an 
M.A. in English literature from 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. She now makes her 
home in Ottawa but has also 
Ji ved in Montreal, Baffin Island, 
England and Israel. 

Watercolor Society Opens New Exhibit 
The Rhode Island Watercolor 

Society is having a fou r-person 
exhibit showing the works of 
Ell en Helma n, Na ncy Paull , 
Barbara Rhi an, and Edwa rd 
Weber from June 3 through June 
29, with an opening reception 

on June 3 from 1 to 4 p.m. The 
exhibit, w hi ch is held a t the 
society's ga ll ery in Slater Me- . 
morial Park in Pawtucket, is free 
and open to the public. 

Call 726-1876 for more infor
mation . 

URI'S Fine Arts Gallery 
Presents 'Lighthouse' 

An ambitious exhibition in 
multiple media opens in the 
Main Gallery June 2, timed to 
coincide w ith the featured west 

= ~ ~- l -
~ 

coast artist's 30th reunion fro m 
the University of Rhode Island . 
Ernest Sil va, '71 B.F.A. and a 
na ti ve Rhod e Is lander, was 
launched in his artistic career by 
h is formati ve tra ining at the 
uni versity, where through its art 
department he first became part 
of a n ar t co mmunity tha t 
sparked, as he recalls, his "con
fi d ence a nd curios ity .. The 
classes and facili ties provided a 
fo undation in paint ing and 
scu lp~re that r still rely on to
d ay ... 

Onl y a year after his URI 
grad uation (1972) and before 
going on to earn his M.F.A. de
gree from the Tyler School of Art 
at Temple University (1974), 

Silva began w ha t has grown perience and speculation. The 
into an impressively thi ck exhi- artist projects the special exhi
bition history. His creative work bition developed for the Main 
has, by now, been shown in Gallery as a "journey expressed 
more than 45 one-person shows through images of men a nd 
a nd more than 100 group women, islands, lighthouses, a 
shows. Previous monographic boa t' s movement through the 
exhibitions include those held at ocean: intimations of experi
the Institute of Contemporary ences of memory, longing, de
Art, Boston: Artists Space, New sire - the sea rch for fulfill
York; Laguna Museum of Art, ment .. . " 
California; the Museum of Con- On June 2, from 3 to 3:45 p.m. 
temporary Art, Roskilde, Den- in the Fine Arts Center 
mark and numerous gallery ex- Printmaking Studio (Room F107), 
hibitions in New York, Chicago Silva, Ba rbara Pagh and Jeff 
and Los Angeles. Since 1979, Bertwell will discuss the behind
Silva has been a professor of vi- the-scenes deliberations that are 
sual arts at the Uni versity of necessa ry to collaborati ve 
Cali fornia, San Diego. printmaking, and demonstrate 

The prem ie r r"'"""'"""' ..... """'""""'"'" ___ ...., ____ .,."'I 
Main Gallery, Fine 
Arts Cen te r, will 
become the setting 
for "Lighthouse," 
an exhibition of in
ter-re la ted recent 
works which will 
weave toge ther 
pai ntings, sculp
ture ca rved from 
basswood, and an 
installation by the 
artist. Sil va prac
tices a flui d ly rep
resen ta tiona l yet 
emotive form of artmaking that 
is accessible to audiences of all 
ages. The major theme of 
"Lighthouse" is the process of 
how _any individual navigates 
life as a combination of lived ex-

the workings of the impressive 
Dufa [V offset press supporting 
their successful enterprise. The 
opening reception for the exhibi
tion will follow at 4 p.m. in the 
gallery. Call 874-2775. 

The Marriage of Art and Science 
Perhaps the best known of Everett Dance Theatre's educational programming, "The Marriage 

of Art and Science" is a fun interactive exploration of basic physics. Families join in the action as 
they stand on the giant lever and fulcrum, lie on the bed of nails, or start the cause and effect 
machine. Dynamic movement sequences and exciting experiments create a memorable and mean
ingful experience guaranteeing that everyone will still be thinking about science long after the 
performance is over. 

"The Marriage of Art and Science" is the fourth in the Families and Friends series of Saturday 
morning performances at the Carriage House, 7 Duncan Ave., Providence. The series was cre
ated to provide fun and informational programs fo r children and families. This show is geared 
toward elementary and middle school-ag~d children: 

"The Marriage of Art and Science" will be May 26 at 11 a.m. Tickets are $5. For reservations, 
call 831-9479. 

Cheap Food at the Cost of Cheap Lives 
"Commercial fishing is at the 

heart of New England 's economy, 
history and culture in the same way 
that farming is an important part 
of our collective American culture. 
Having photographed fishermen in 
our riskiest profess ion, and farm 
workers laboring in America's sec
ond riskiest job, I was struck by the 
parallel nature of their lives." -

David H. Wells, 2001 
Rhode Island-based photo

journalist David H. Wells de
clares directly in the statement 
quoted above - addressing the 
genesis of his project to be pre
sented to the public for the first 
time at the University of Rhode 
Island - that he became moti
vated to use his photography to 
document the timely and com
pelling cultures of two funda
mental Ameri can professions 
which normally are not por
trayed in parallel. But with the 
upcoming debut of his project, 
appropriately to a broad New 
England audience, Wells' argu
ment is ma nifes t powerfully 
and convincingly. 

Vi ewers of Wells' confident 
photographic project, on view 

in the Corridor Gallery, begin
ning June 1, will witness the 
parallel struggles that both fish
ermen and farm workers un
dergo thanks to consumer de
mand. Viewers may then come 
to recognize what had been 
their disregard for what is ulti
mately a very human "supply" 
- the w orking people who 
make food available to us. 

Wells uses his art to argue 
that our knowledge as consum
ers is generalized, random and 
inconsistent. It is at odds with 
the maritime and agrarian food 
suppliers' remarkably parallel 
lives that reflect the daily con
sequences for their work either 
of following tradition or under
taking innovation, and their 
persistent strugg le w ith eco
nomic/ social conditions like 
workplace injury, inhospitable 
work environments and down
ward spiraling pay. 

Fishermen of Poin t Judith, 
R.l., and Glouceste1; Mass., gen
erously allowed Wells to go to 
sea with them to lea rn about 
and photograph their li ves. ln 
the 1980s, with the help of the 

Nikon / National Press Photog
raphers Association Documen
tary Sabbatical grant, Wells pho
tographed farm workers in the 
central valley of California. 
More recently, he entered the 
lives of farm workers in 
Camden, Maine. Together, these 
documented experiences form 
the basis of Wells' distinctive 
photographic project to debut at 
the University of Rhode Island , 

On Sept. 20 at 4 p.m., there 
will be a closing reception with 
comments by the artist. 

Corridor hours are daily, 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. All programs of 
the Fine Acts Center Galleries 
are open to the public without 
charge. Ca ll 874-2775. 

YOU'HI llAVING1 
Take time to let us·know. Whenever 
and wherever you go, we want you 
to tell us. Tell US - not the Post 

Office. They don't tell us 
everything, you know! 
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ARTS & ENT.ERTAINMENT 
Summer Shakespeare Returns 

Trinity Summer Shakespeare Project Announces Fourth Season 
Trinity Rep's hi g hl y ac- other players. This year's cast Marie Holmes and Alex Platt, 

claimed Summer Shakespeare ,.features Andy Macdonald as both of whom performed in this 
Project is back for a fourth sea- Macbeth. Macdonald recently past season's Trinity Rep pro
son. For the past three summers, performed as Pip in "The New duction of "School for Scandal," 
the performances have enter- England Sonata" on Trinity · and newcomers Miriam 
tained audiences all over south- Rep's main stage. He appeared Silverman and Aaran Andrade. 
ern New England w ith its as Lucius in last season's Sum- Call 521-1100 for a schedule 
pared-down, fast-paced, ex- mer Shakespeare production of of dates and locations. 
tremely accessible and incred
ibly fun productions of 
Shakespeare's grea test plays. 
Last summer more than 22,000 
people throughout New En
gland experi enced w ha t The 
Providence Journal called " truly 
live theater - filled with energy 
and excitement." 

This summer th e lively 
troupe returns wi th two brand 
new productions that are sure 
to delight-"Macbeth" and "A 
Midsummer N ights Dream." 
The season runs from June 
through August, with perfor
mances at various outdoor ven
ues in Rhode Island, Massachu
setts, and New York. Perfor
mances at Waterplace Park are 
funded by the City of Provi
dence Department of Public 
Parks, office of cultural affairs. 
To find ou t more about how to 
bring free outdoor Shakespeare 
to your neighborhood, contact 
Dee Davis at 521-1100, ext. 223. 

"Macbeth," Shake-speare' s 
fiercest tragedy, resonates with 
intrigue for today's audiences. 
A man and a woman will stop 
at nothing to be king and queen 
- not even the most explosive 
treachery - but their blinding 
lust for power cannot change 
destiny. Trini ty Summer 
Shakespeare's rip-roaring pro
duction moves a·t li ghtning 
speed, keeping you on the edge 
of your seat. "Macbeth" will be 
directed by Mark Sutch. 

CAESAR (Joy Besozzi) is supported by her fellow Romans, in
cluding Cato (Laura Ames), in trinity Summer Shakespeare 
Project's 2000 production of "Julius Caesar." Directed by Amanda 
Dehnert, "Julius Caesar" was performed at outdoor venues 
throughout Southern New England from June through August, 
2000. Photo by Ditta Croce 

Marc P. Smith CD 
Signing at Walden Books 

Worcester playwright, direc
tor, author Marc P. Smith will be 
at Walden Books in the Natick 
Mall on June 2, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
to talk about his spo
ken word CD, "My 
Life ... In Smithereens" 
and to sign copies of his 
CDs and cassettes. 

Written and narrated by 
Smith, this CD memoir is 
compelling aural history, as 
told by a New England father 
to his sons. This first volume of 
the CD is subtitled "Roots" and 
is the first of a projected four 
volume series. Through the 
prism of one man and his fam
ily, time moves back and forth 
from the presents, to Czarist op
pression, to the Holocaust, and 
to the 1950s in a crazy-quilt of 

personal memories and world
shaking events. 

Cri tics have ca lled 
"Smithereens," . . . a captivating 
listening experience"; "heart
warming and heart-wrenching 

at the same time"; and " totally 
engrossing." 

Having co-founded 
Worcester Foothills Theatre 
in 1974 and serving as its 
executive producer/ ar

ti s ti c director for 25 
years, Smith's retire-

, ment from that posi-
tion two years ago gave 
him the opportunity to begin this 
project. The actual catalyst for 
these memoirs was the request 
by both of his sons that he put 
together his biography for them. 

For information, call (508) 
653-3858. 

Haffenreffer Museum 
Reminds Public to 

· Discover Rhode Island's 
Hidden Treasures 

From airplanes to art, from historic houses to harbors -
the wide range of Rhode Island's cultural and historical mu
seums offers Rhode Islanders and visitors to the Ocean State a 
variety of choices. 

At the Haffenreffer Museum, we're stretching our celebra
tion of May is Museum Month to June 2. From 9 a.m. to noon, 
join Strong Woman Gulianne Jennings), a Wampanoag-Pequot 
artist and educator, to learn about Native American baskets 
and to make your own smaJI cat-tail baske t. Bring a lunch and 
picnic on the Haffenreffer Museum's grounds afterwards. 

Fees are $8 per person or $20 per fami ly, which includes all 
materials and entrance to the museum. No basket-weaving 
experience is necessary, but advance registration is required. 
Call 253-8388 or 253-1610 to register. 

The Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology, Brown's "uni
versity museum," holds collections of more than 100,000 arti
facts from the native peoples of the Americas, Africa, Asia and 
the Pacific. It is recognized as one of the leading anthropologi
cal teaching museums in the Northeast. The museum's four 
intimate galleries offer a stimulating setting in which to learn 
about other peoples and their cultures. The Haffenreffer Mu
seum is located in Bristol, R.I., on traditional lands of the 
Wampanoag peoples. 

"A Midsummer Night's 
Dream," Shakespeare's hilari
ous tale serves up lovers flee
ing arranged marriages, yokels 
rehearsing a rustic comedy, and 
fa iries dispensing love potions 
-what could be better? As this 
cast of unforgettable characters 
prepares for a royal wedding, 
the woods come alive with mid
summer madness! "A Midsum
mer Nights Dream" will be di
rected by associate artistic direc
tor, Amanda Dehnert. 

"Julius Caesar" and as Lucentio 
in "Taming of the :,hrew." Jay 
Bragan, who previously played 
Marc Anthony in "Julius Cae
sar" and Tranio in "Taming of 
the Shrew," returns this sum
mer, as well as conserva tory 
graduate Kerri Brown who will 
be playi n g Lady Macbeth. 
Brown performed two years 
ago in "Twelfth N ight" and 
"Romeo and Juliet'' and was last 
seen on the Trinity Rep as Mrs. 
Crachit in thi s season 's "A 
Christmas Carol." Als_o per
forming in both productions are 
Trinity Rep Conservatory stu
dents Andy Gaukel and Lian-

New Exhibit at Dodge House Gallery 

Led by current and former 
Trinity Conservatory students, 
the Summer Sh akes peare 
Project is an inde pend ent 
project th at showcases the 
younger generation of theater 
artists. Created in the spirit of 
the conservatory, it brilliantly il
lustrates the talent and imagi
nation of both the students and 

- Gift Certificates Available -

<Jt'innn ... 

Best of "Award of Excellence" for 9 years running.,. 
- Wine Spectator Magazine 

762 Hope Street • Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421-4114 

Brian Larkin presents 
"Seasons in the Sand: Race 
Point & Provincetown," an 
exhibition of new work, 
showing from June 3 to 15. 

The public is invited to 
an opening reception on 
June 2 from 2 to 4 p .m. at 
the Dodge House Gallery, 
11 Thomas Gallery, Provi
dence. Call 331-1114. Gal
lery hours are 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays, 2 to 4 p.m. 
weekends. (At right) 
"Provincetown: A Remem
bered Vision." 

Chinn lnn 

285 Maia St.:eet, Pawtucket, RJ - 723-3960 F.AX 722-9224 

Go 
138 



-- - - ~ ----- --- ------------------------------------------
THE-RHODE-ISLAND -JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY; MAY 24; 2001-13 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 

A Mountain of 
Blintzes 

Klezmer Conservatory Band 
at Temple· Eman·u-EI 

Performs at SAGE Concert June 5 

1LLusrnArEo av ANIK McGRORY 

A Mountain of Blintzes 
by Barbara Diamond Goldin 

Each spring Sarah, Max, and their five children look for
ward to celebrating Shavuot with a mountain of delicious 
blintzes. But this year Sarah and Max are worried. Their pock
ets are empty and with no money to spare, how can they af
ford to make a special treat like blintzes? 

Join this big-hearted fami ly in preparations for Shavuot, 
the Jewish holiday celebrating the day Moses received the 
Ten Commandments, and discover - as they do in a, round
about way that's sure to spark giggles- the true meaning of 
cooperation. 

A Mountain of Blintzes by Barbara Diamond Goldin (Gulliver 
Books, 2001, $16.00) 

If you have an event you would like featured on our 
Arts & Entertainment Page, 

please send it to the Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, A.I. 02940 or fax to 726-5820. 

Sometimes soulful, some
times joyous, always mesmeriz
ing . .. the ever-popular music of 
an Ensemble from the Klezmer 
Conservatory Band will enter
tain the audience at the SAGE 
concert on June 5, at 12:30 p.m. 
a t Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft 
Ave. in Providence. The en
semble provides a lively pro
gra m that invites lis teners to 
dance, tap their feet, clap their 

Many will be fami li ar with 
the fea ture d voca li st, Jud y 
Bess ler, w ho is a founding 
member of the Klezmer Conser
vatory Band . A na tive New 
Yorker, Bressler is a third gen
eration entertainer who has per-

New Exhibits Celebrate Women in the Arts 
Gallery Agniel and Perishable Theatre present "Rhode Island Women in The Visual Arts 2001" in 

conjunction wi th the ninth annual Women's Playwriting Festival. 
Featured artists are Jill Colinan, at The Hive Archi ve StreetSpace, 14 Olneyville Square; Elizabeth 

Keithline, at The Lerner Building at Westminster and Eddy streets, downtown Providence; and Cristin 
Searles, at Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire St., downtown Providence. 

The exhibit will be open from May 24 to June 14. Receptions at the Lerner building and RJCH are 
being held May 24, 5 to 8 p.m. 

GaJJery hours are as follows: at Perishable Theatre, Monday to Friday, 10 a.m . to 5 p.m., and 90 
minutes before performances; at RJCH, Monday to Friday, 10 a. m 
to 5 p.m.; at Lerner's by appointment only; and at the Hive Archive 
StreetSpace, visible 24 hours a day. For appointments, call GaJJ·ery 
Agniel at 272-1522. 

This exhibit made pos
sible by the Providence 
Tourism Council, Buff 
Chace and Cornish Asso
cia tes, the Rhod e Island 
Committee for the Hu
mani ties, and Blake's Tav
ern. 

Cal l 331-2695, ext. 101 
for more information 
about the ninth annua l 
Women's Playwriting Fes
ti val. 

~ime efmkwi '65'.-udMW 
Lunch Tuesday-Saturday 11:30-2 pm~ Dinner Daily 5 to 10 pm 

Private Parties & Catering 
* * * Excellent - Rhode Island Monthly 

455 Main Street • East Greenwich, RI 028 18 
Tel. (40 1) 884-7 100 • Pax (401 ) 884-7 11 0 • www.lheindianclub.com 

formed w ith Itzhak Perlman 
and Joel Grey, and is known 
both across the country and in-

temati0nally. She teaches and 
leads Yiddish song and dance, 
plays tambourine and a tradi
tional style drum and cymbal 
called a "poyk." Audiences in-

Ilene Stahl 

variably respond enthusiasti
cally to her ani mated perfor
mances, superb vocal talents, 
gift for telling the story of the 

music and her sense of humor. 
Another popular and inte

gral performer in the ensemble, 
clarinetist Ilene Stahl, has re-

Art Bailey 

ceived rave reviews for both her 
technical artistry and her abil
ity to communica te with her 
audience. The ensemble also 
includes Art Bailey, a master of 
the piano and accordian, bass-

is t Jim Guttmann, trombonist 
Mark Hami lton and Grant 
Smith on drums. 

Tickets are $3 each; the con
cert is open to a ll seniors who 
w ish to attend. For ti ckets o r 
information, call Jewish Family 
Service at 331-1244. 

THfJ\TKf 
2 o o 1 season 6Y. THE · SEJ\ ~ 

MY -ONE 
AND ONLY 

'""' S -J:.t:t 
June 26 - July 22 

N! 

lbe 1(\1nfJ 
and 1,, 8JiD<J<Jt 
July 24 - A,ugust c~ 

Aug 21-Sept r0r-
utiful grounds, Seaff. cobore" 

9eo orse Gn1~ and Late-Nigh! 

BOX OFFICE OPENS MAY 7 

CALL 401-782-8587 * Matunuck, Rhode Island 
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OBITUARIES 
YETTA CHURCHIN 

MIDDLETOWN - Yetta 
Jacqueline "Lincourt" Churchin 
(Blumberg}, 80, of 600 Valley 
Road, Middletown, a retired 
medical transcriptionist, died 
May 14 at Newport Hospital. 
Sh e was the wife of the late 
Abraham Churchin and the 
former wife of the late Leo J. 
Lincourt. 

Born in Latvia, a daughter of 
the late Harry and N esse 
(Hertzbach) Blumburg, she 
came to the United States in 1927 
and lived in Springfield, Mass., 
until moving to Rhode Island in 
1942. She moved to the west 
coast in 1968 and lived in 
Westminster, Calif., and Las Ve
gas for 17 years before returning 
to Rhode Island in 1985. 

She graduated from the 
former Sweeney School of Busi
ness and was a medical tran
scriptionist for more than 25 
years before retiring in 1994. 

She was a former member of 
Temple Beth David of Narragan
sett and a m ember of NAMJ. 

She is survived by her daugh
ter, Joan Garfinkel of Narragan
sett and two grandchildren. She 
was the sister of the late Faye 
Kaufman and Israel and Frank 
Blurnburg. 

A graveside service was held 
in Palm Valley View Memorial 
Park, Las Vegas and a memorial 
service will be he ld June 3 at 
Temple Beth David, Kingstown 
Road, Narragansett. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be 

made to Temple Beth David, 
Kingstown Road, Narragansett, 
R.I. 02882. The family was as
sisted with the arrangements by 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

WILLIAM R. GOLDBERG 
PAWTUCKET - Former 

Chief Family Court Judge Will
iam R. Goldberg, 90, of East Av
enue, a past president of the 
Rhode Island Bar Association, 
died May 14 at South County 
Hospital, South Kingstown. 

Goldberg had served as a 
judge on the state Family Court 
for 18 years before being ap
pointed the court's chief judge 
in 1986, by then-Gov. Edward D. 
DiPrete, at the age of 74. 

A 1932 graduate of Brown 
University and 1935 Harvard 
Law School, he had maintained 
a private law practice in Paw
tucket for 33 years. 

From 1954 to 1966, he served 
as the Pawtucket probate judge. 
Appointed to the state Family 
Court in 1968, he retired from the 
court as its chief judge in 1987. 

After retiring, Judge 
Goldberg chaired the special 
commission - convened by 
Gov. DiPrete - that examined 
cons truction delays and cost 
overruns on the Jamestown
Verrazano Bridge and presented 
its findings in a 1988 report. 

He also served as a member 
of the Governor's Task Force for 
Judicial Reform and was active 

Bereavement Support Group Available at JFS 
The loss of a husband or wife can be devastating. Sometimes a 

simple incident can spark a memory that re-ignites the pain. Not 
only is one's soul mate gone, there are mundane considerations 
like how to do the finances, make socia l plans, maintain the house 
and otherwise fulfill the roles that the spouse used to do. 

Both men and women who find themselves in this •situation 
can often find comfort in sha ring their concerns and discussing 
practical strategies with others who are widowed. Jewish Family 
Service is providing a free workshop as the initial meeting for a 
support group for those who are bereaved on May 31 at 7 p.m. at 
229 Waterman St. in Providence. 

The program will be led by licensed social worker, Lisa Yanku, 
an experienced therapist who has worked extensively with those 

- who have been bereaved. 
Those interested in attending should call Executive Director 

Paul L. Segal at Jewish Family Service, at 331-1244 to register. 
The initial workshop is free, and subsequent meetings of the group 
will cost a nominal $5 fee . 

A Dignif ied Funeral 
Doesn't Have To Be . .. 

Expensive. 
Every family, no matter what its financial circum

stances may be, will need the services of a funeral home 
some day. That's why we provide funeral services at 
prices to fit the budgets of families at all income levels. 

And no matter how much or how little a family chooses 
to pay for a funeral, our commitment remains constant: 
we will serve you with competence and compassion, and 
provide the dignified ceremony tha t you desire. 

Your Only Local Family-Owned Jewish Funera l Home 
./"."',. Catijied by t/,e 
~"=') R.l. Board of Rabbis 

HALOM 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

1100 New London Avenue 

Cranston, RI 02920 

Michael D. Smith, R.E. Tel.: 463-7771 
Member National and Rhode Island Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 
Funeral Directors Associations Pre-Need Pro rams Available 

in the American Law Institute, a 
national organization dedicated 
to the clarification and simplifi
cation of the law. 

In 1992, he was called back to 
the state Family Court, as a part
time judge, to help clear its back
log of cases. 

He was often described by his 
colleagues as a "no-nonsense" 
judge who displayed both pa
tience and courtesy on the bench. 

Judge Goldberg had served as 
chairman of the Interdisciplinary 
Professional Committee for Re
tarded and Abused Children. 

A member and past president 
of the Rhode Island Bar Associa
tion, he was a fellow of the 
American Bar Association. He 
also had been a member of, and 
state delegate to, the House of 
Delegates of the American Bar 
Association. 

He was a past president of the 
Harvard Law School Association 
of Rhode Island. 

Judge Goldberg was the hus
band of the late Temperance C. 
(MacConnel) Goldberg. Born in 
Pawtucket, a son of the late Jacob 
and Ida (Cohen) Goldberg, he 
was a lifelong resident of the city. 

A member of the board of the 
Pawtucket Boys Clu_b for many 
years, he was a member of the 
T.K. Club, the Mount Tom Club, 
the Elks Club, the Kiwanis Club 
and the Matunuck Point Beach 
Club. 

He was a member of Temple 
Beth-El. 

He leaves three sons, Robert 
D. Goldberg, a former Rhode ls
land Senate minority leader, and 
Thomas D. Goldberg, both of the 
Matunuck section of South 
Kingstown, and Lawrence L. 
Goldberg of Narragansett; and a 

tardly and cowardly act makes 
us all feel less safe. He not only 
taught us to fear, he forced us 
to hate, and it's the hating that 
diminish es us. How could 
someone like that have walked 
among us, without anyone be
ing aware of the danger he pre
sented, until the day he blew all 
those people into nothingness? 
It's been easier to focus on him 
than to listen to the gory details 
of the bombing or to look at the 
pictures of those he slaughtered. 
And as a result, he's receiving 
more attention than many of his 
victims. The memorial that was 

daughter, Julie A. Potter of 
Beverly, Mass. H e was the 
15tother of the late Max, Hyman, 
Samuel and Harry Goldberg, 
Bessie Pomerans, Esther Gopen 
and Anna Kolodny. 

The funeral service was held 
May 16 in Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. Burial 
was in Swan Point Cemetery, 
Providence. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in his memory 
may be made to the Boys & Girls 
Club of Pawtucket, 53 East Ave., 
Pawtucket, R.I. 02860 or Temple 
Beth-El. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sha
lom Memorial Chapel, 1100 New 
London Ave., Cranston, R.I. 

ESTELLE GREENBERG 
WARWICK Es telle 

Pearlman Greenberg, 93, of 1403 
Warwick Ave., died May 16. She 
was the wife of the late Leo 
Greenberg. 

She was ac ti ve in the R.I. 
Democratic Party and the former 
R.I. Jewish Home for the Aged. 
She was a member of Temple 
Am David in Warwick and 
Temple Share Zedek of Provi
dence. She was an a~tive partici
pant of the Jewish Family Meal 
Program at Temple Torat Yisrael 
in Cranston. She was an avid pi
ano player and canasta player. 

She is s urvived by three 
grandchildren, Lori Albert of 
New Haven, Conn., Brooke 
Levin of Oakland, Calif., and Jill 
Levin of Alberquerque, N .M.; 
and five great-grandchildren. 
She was the mother of the late 
Corinne G. Levin. 

Funeral services were held on 
May 20 in the Samuel Pries t 
Memorial Chapel, Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Memorial 

In My Opinion 
(Continued from Page 3) 

erected is moving indeed. One 
hundred and sixty eight empty 
s tone chairs, one for each soul 
that he took from this earth. 
Chairs they will never sit in, 
erected on grounds they will 
never walk upon. 

The question, whether or not 
we believe in the death penalty, 
demands a complicated answer. 
We read in the Bible that people 
were stoned to death for vari
ous crimes and we know that, 
in more recent times, Adolf 
Eichmann was put to death. 
But, few among us want to give, 
or receive, a blanket answer to 

contributions may be sent to The 
Corinne G. Le vin Education 
Fund, c/ o The Graustein Fund, 
1 Hamden Center, Suite 2-B, 2319 
Whitney Ave., Hamden, Conn. 
06518. Funeral 'arrangements 
were in the care of the Robert E. 
Shore Funeral Home, 543 
George St., New Haven, Conn. 

PHYLLIS E STEINER 
WARWICK - Phyllis F. 

Steiner, 83, of Pocasset Court, a 
retired bookkeeper, died May 18 
at Rhode Island Hospital 

She was the wife of the late 
Alfred D. Steiner. Born in Provi
dence, daughter of the late Ed
ward and Bessie (Riffkin) 
Finberg, she had lived in Provi
dence before moving to Warwick 
in 1977. 
, She had been employed as a 

bookkeeper and office manager 
for Burton A. Finberg Insurance 
Agency and later for Haxton 
Liquor's, retiring in 1987. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El and very active in civic 
and religious organizations. 

She leaves three sons, Edward 
M. Steiner of Cranston, Barry H. 
Steiner of La Quinta, Calif., and 
Mark F. Steiner of Sherborn, 
Mass.; a sister, Lucille Robinson 
of Warwick; and seven grand
children. She was the sister of the 
late Col. MHton I. and Burton A. 
Finberg. 

The funeral service was held 
May 20 in Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be 
made to your favorite charity. 

· The family was assisted with the 
arrangements by Sugarman-Si
nai Memorial Chapel. 

the question. I personally was 
disappointed to learn that Mr. 
McVeigh will continue, at least 
until the eleventh of June, to 
breathe the same air as the rest 
of us do. And it's simplistic to 
assume that the situation will be 
resolved by that date . It's sad 
that the F.B.I. messed up, 
whether by design or by incom
petence, and I can't fathom how 
the families of his victims feel, 
know ing that, because of the 
error, his end is sti ll uncertain. 
This saga has already dragged 
on longer than many of those 
children li ved. 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI MEM ORIAL ~ i 

CH APEL --

Newly Remodeled Chapel. 
with over a century 

of tradition and service to the 
Jewish Community of Rhode Island 

and Southeastern Massachusetts. 

• Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
.. Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis Ji ll E. Sugarman, Qirector 

Shelly Goldberg, Associate 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI (401) 331-8094 
OUTSIDE RHODE ISLAND CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-44 7-126 7 

Formpr/y Mount Sincri and M,n Sugarman M(•mori,1/ Ch,,pl•I, 



The Mystery of Torah 
ing something either by percep
tion (experience) or informa
tion . "Conscious" emph asizes 
recognitio n of something 
sensed or felt. This definition, I 
realized, is almost identical w ith 
the Hebrew word "kavannah," 
meaning mindfulness, except it 
lacked the notion of intention, 
to have a plan or to give some
thing meaning. 

With that in mind, I exam
ined a few Kabba listic texts a 
little closer to tie some of these 
tho u ghts together. The 
Kabbalah teaches that the fun
damental reality is not matter 
but energy, a set of vibrations 
tha t pass through the world, 
making it d ynamic and alive 
like a person's thoughts or the 
human soul. Man can feel these 
energies and control the m, 
change.them, and chapnel them 
in other directions. Thought is 
the tool for mastering the en
ergy; it can channel unconscious 
vibrations into conscious mean
ing. Each person has the power 
to perceive his vibrations and 
bring to light that which was 
previously hidden. Thus, each 
person is responsible to himself, 
his needs and his beliefs. Ac
cording to Kabbalah, we are ca
pable of changing physical, psy
chological and spiritual vibra
tions through thoughts, thus 
extracting the meaning we re
quire. 

Just as awareness applies to 
life's situations, it applies to To
rah as well. Many of us grapple 
with the text; often leaving us 
dissatisfied with both the mean
ings and the answers that we 
seek. For over two and a half 
centuries, sages and scholars 

her neighborhood, and ended 
up starting Happy Helpers of 
the Homeless, w hich now has 
30 chapters across the country. 
Immediately following Rabbi 
Schwartz's sp eech, we a ll 
hopped on the metro, and trav
eled to the center of the federal 
governm ent, Capitol Hill. 
There were more options to 
choose from there, including 
p eeking in on the ac tu a l 
Ashcroft hearings, or partaking 
in a scavenger hunt around 
Capitol Hill . One of the most 
exciting and unplanned events 
was a real live demonstration 
where pro-Ashcroft and anti
Ashcroft groups came face to 
face, with big signs and boom
ing voices. That was probably 
the best example of what Wash
ington, D.C. is all about. 

To prepare us for our con
gressional meetings the follow
ing day, we engaged in a mock 
congress session, where, in 
small groups, there was a mem
ber of Congress, a legisla tive 
director, a legislative analyst, a 
legislative correspondent, and 
an administrative assistant. To
gether, we had to decide if the 
member of Congress was going 
to vote for or aga ins t a bill seek
ing to dose the "gun show loop
hole", where at National Rifle 
Association shows, guns ca n be 
boug_ht and so ld by a nyone, 
wi thout a waiting period. Be
sides experiencing what Con
gress goes through every day, 

(Continued from Page 3) 

have offered commentaries on 
every aspect of Tanach (the Jew
ish bible) so that we now pos
sess such exhaustive collections 
of interpretation, making it im
possible for anyone to research 
it all. These varying and often 
opposing interpreta tions en
compass thoughts from the 
sages of antiquity, right down to 
you and me. But a ll this mate
rial leaves us with nothing more 
than intellectual satisfaction, 
while the spiritual benefit is ne
glected. 

Somehow we believe that 
only scholars are capable of in
terpreting holy text, but in fact 
each one of us is qualified to 
understand the narrative that 
we require for solidifying our 
lives. 

The meanings of each verse 
are highly personal; every per
son will extract precisely what 
they need for emotiona l and 
spiritual fulfillme nt. Torah 
study does not test how much 
information we re tain . Each 
verse, each mitzvah is an oppor
tunity to break through old lim
its and venture into uncharted 
territory. Through relentless in
tent (kavannah), we can break 
through old barriers of knowl
edge to see new light. Similarly, 
from my experience in the 
bodywork aspect of polarity 
therapy, each client responds 
differently to the same touch 
stimulus; some don' t respond at 
all while others respond in their 
own unique way depending on 
what the ir higher self needs 
from the session . The lessons 
the Torah teaches us how we 
teach ourselves. 

The Talmud defines 

Jewish Teens 
(Continued from Page 8) 

we were told again and again 
to wr i te o u r congressmen . 
Handwritten let ters a re the 
most effective form of express
ing a constituent's opinion on 
anything. We also learned that 
through community service, 
education, advocacy and voting 
(though most a t the conference 
were not of age yet), all of the 
socia l issues be ing discussed 
that week could be tackled. 

As kids dragged their lug
gage down to the lobby on 

· Wednesday morning, everyone 
was sad to go, but knew that the 
retreat was not over yet. In fact, 
the focal point of what all the 
speakers and aU the discussions 
and all the tours had been try
ing to teach us was about to take 
place. Dressed in their "Shabbos 
best," the kids boarded the 
metro once again, and went to 
Capitol Hill, not for a tour this 
time, but to meet our very own 
senators. 

After all 15 of us piled into 
Senator Reed 's spacious office, 
he graciously answered ques
tions about Israel, the environ
ment, and his personal opinion 
on Ashcroft. From there, we 
made our way to another wing 
of the Senate building, and ar
rived at Senator Chafee's office. 
Although Chafee was unable to 
a ttend, a personal a ide to the 
senator was very helpful in an
swering the questions that we 
asked. 

The purpose of the retreat 

"kavannah" as directing the 
heart. By heart, it seems to be 
implying a kind of higher level 
thought, a contemp lative 
thought. When we study or ob
serve with mochin gadlut, higher 
mind, we come to understand, 
as. Stevens points out " that 
change and understanding 
takes p lace by itse lf." Every
thing we need for our develop
ment we already know; it's just 
a matter of bringing it into con
sciousness. 

By s tud ying Torah and ob
serving o ur lives with 
"kavannah," we become able to 
explore new possibilities of 
spiritual and emotional dimen
sions. We can look at a Torah 
verse or a problem in our lives, 
focus our awareness upon it 
and soon utter "aha"; that's it, 
that's the answer I've been wait
ing for. It's incredible how much 
you can realize about your own 
exis ten ce by si mpl y paying 
close attention to it and becom
ing more deeply aware of your 
own experiencing. What the 
sages have said for centuries is 
really true: the world is right 
here-all w e have to do is 
empty our " minds" and open 
ourselves to receive it. 

Velvel "Wally" Spiegler lives in 
Rehoboth, Mass. He is a certified 
polarity therapist, registered with 
advanced standing in the Ameri
can Polarity Therapy Association; 
a student and teacher of Jewish 
Mysticism whose primary interest 
is in Jewish approaches to the heal
ing of mind, body, and spirit. He 
can be reached for comments or 
qu es tions by email to <wally 
spiegler@yahoo,com>. 

was to get Jewish teenagers ac
tive and involved in both com
munity service and advocacy. 
To accomplish this, w hen w e 
got back to Providence, we 
agreed to participate in a focus 
group for professors at the Uni
versity of Rhode Island on teen 
domestic violence . Rhode Is
land is preparing for a cam
pa ign in October on abuse in 
le.en relationships, and wanted 
teenagers' opinions. It was a 
lively session and a great chance 
for us to put our leadership 
skills into practice. We accom
plished what the retreat had 
encouraged us to do all along. 
Now all we have to do is con
tinue to do mitzvot, write our 
congressmen, and get involved 
for the rest of our lives. 

I~\ ,t_/ • . ;...<' 
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Step CLEANING 
Ahead s 

In Cleaning" ER VICE 

Carpets & Upholstery Cleani ng 
"Obsessive Compulsive 

For Your Fabrics" 

( 40 I ) 726-6702 

FEATURE 
Start Your 

Own Business 
Workshop 

On June 6 from 6 to 8:30 p.m., 
attend a MicroBusiness Training 
Program. The Rhode Island 
MicroEnterprise Association is 
offering an introductory work
shop for starting your own busi
ness, marketing your products 
or services, financing your new 
business and -growing your 
business. Attendees receive a 
certificate upon completion of 
this four-week class. This work
shop is free and will take place 
at the Warwick Public Library, 
600 Sandy Lane, Warwick. For 
more information or to register, 
call 598-2256. 

The Warwick Public Library 
is handicap accessible. 

The Rhode Island Micro
Ente rpri se Association is 
funded by The R.I. Human Re
source Investment Council, The 
Rhode Island Foundation and 
Johnson & Wales University. 

Free Summer 
Concert Series 

Begins at 
Harborhill Place · 
The second annual Summer 

Concert Series at Harborhill 
Place opens on May 30, at 6:30 
p.m. with an outdoor concert 
featuring vocalist, Peter Filippi. 
This popular event is held on 
the beautifully landsca pe d 
grounds of HarborhiJJ Place, an 
independent and assisted living 
residence located at 159 Divi
sion St. in East Greenwich. 

Fo lks sho uld a rri ve ea rly 
with their favorite lawn chair or 
beach blanket to claim a spot on 
the lawn. The program will in
clude a wide variety of tunes 
from oldies to today's favorites. 
Refreshments will be available 
with all proceeds goin g to the 
Make a Wish Foundation. 

For further information, con
tact Jennifer Cipalone, 
HarborhiJJ Place activities direc
tor at 884-2704. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

EAST SIDE - 10 Hazard, 1st, near 
Brown, 3 bedrooms, 2-car parking , 
washer/dryer. $1150. (781) 891 -9459 
owner. 5/24/01 

FOR SALE 

CEMETERY LOTS, LINCOLN PARK -
Behind chapel. Six on two comers, care 
paid. $1000.00 each. Jim Peskin (561 ) 
488-8829. 6/7/01 

FOR SALE 

ROSENTHAU CONTINENTAL imported 
dinner set. Seivice for 12. Golden palm 
pattern. Gold trim, coupe shape. Mint con
dition. Circa 1954. Never used. Serious 
inquiries only, please with best offer. Ask
ing $6,000. Send replies to Classbox 8, 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 
6063, Providence, A.I. 02940 5/31/01 

KLEZMER MUSICIANS 
WANTED 

MUSICIANS NEEDED for growing 
Klezmer band. Keyboard, guitar, trom
bone, vocalist, drum, bass. Please phone 
Marc at 421-5157 for details. 5/24/01 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKORSKI PHOTOGRAPHY: Specializ
ing in Weddings & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. Use 
us for your next event & receive FREE 
11x14. 821-7639 5/31/01 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND STERLING trays, 
pitchers, tea sets, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. (781) 344-6763. 5/31/01 

WANTED TO BUY 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQUES is 
always interested in buyi ng older items
china, glass, furniture, jewelry, etc. 29 
years same location. (781) 344-6763. 

5/31/01 

A.I . Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words oost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804{c) of 
title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby informed that an dwelling,'housing ac
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal oppor1unity basis. 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

r--~-----------------7 
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CIASSIFIEDS 
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To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All ;_,sponses 
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sified advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear 
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Lag B'Omer: An Evening of Jewish Humor and Music 
A Lag B'Omer celebration with music and dancing was held at the CHAI Chabad House in 

Providence on May 10. There was barbecue, storytelling, stand-up comedy, free "Yiddishkeit" 
kits and fun for the whole family. 

Auction/Bring a Friend Day Comes to JFS Kosher Mealsite 
Going .. . going ... sold! On 

May 31 there will be an auction 
of small items at the Jewish 
Family Service Kosher Mealsite 
in Cranston, and participants 
are encouraged to bring a friend 
to share the fun . During the 
weeks up to the 31st, people at
tending the mealsite are invited 
to bring tchotchkes to donate to 
the auction. Prices will be in the 
25¢ to 50~ range. The proceeds 
will be used to fund a field trip 
or special party for participants. 

Many other ac tivities a re 
p lanned for the mon th. Pro
grams begin at 11 a .m. and 
lunch is served at noon. Every 

Friday, there is a special Shab
ba t mea l, co mpl e te with 
candles, chaJlah and kiddush. 

In May, regular activities in
clude: 

• Bingo - at 11 a.m. on May 
24 and 30 

• Specia l Auction/ Bring a 
Friend Day - May 31 

• Blood Pressure Check-ups 
with the )FS Registered Nurses 
- Twice a month, to be an
nounced 

• Women 's Discuss ion 
Groups - every Friday 

Men's Discussion Groups -
every Friday 

• Weekly Shabbat Meal -

every Friday 
The mealsite will be closed 

May 28 for Memorial Day and 
May 29 in observance of Shavuot. 

The )FS Kosher Meal site in 
Cranston is loca ted at Temple 
Torat Yisrael, 330 Park Avenue. 
Transportation is ava ilable ev
ery day for residen ts of Cran
ston and areas of Warwick. A 
small donation (only $2) is re
quested for the meal and pro
grams are free. For reservations 
and information, call Mealsite 
Coordinator Ronda French at 
781-1771 during mealsite hours, 
or at 331-1244, ext. 42at any time 
to leave a message. 

Pictured above is Chana Rosenfield, who drove circles (liter
ally) around Yitzchak "Nachum" Rosenfield and Fishel Bressler 
(left). 

Temple Beth-El's 
115th Confirmation 

On May 27 at 7:45 p.m., 11 l0th-grade students will be con
firmed at Temple Beth-El during Erev Shavuot services. Con
gratulations are extended to the following Confirmands and 
their families: 

Leah Be rnstein, Nicholas Freeman, William Goldberg, 
Joshua Goldstein, Rachel Kirtley, Brian Laferriere, Sydney 
Linder, Emily Newman, Gordon Schoenfeld, Jolie Steiman, and 
Robert Streicker. 

NEW ENG.LAND 
SINCE 1933 

Specializing in Fine Antiques and Interiors 
600 Taunton Avenue, Seekonk, Massachusetts 02771 

TEL: 508.336.8585 FAX: 508.336.4884 
www.leonardsdirect.com 


