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NCJW Community Service 
Luncheon Honors Melvin Alperin 

Gallery 401 Presents 'The 
Holocaust: Four Views' 

(LEFT TO RIGHT) Marilyn Winoker, Nan Levine, Eunice Greenfield, Joseph Greenfield and 
Eilie Elbaum at the NCJW Community Service Luncheon May 9. Hera ld plto to by / 0 11 Rubin 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

In a large banquet hall at 
the Prov id e n ce Ma riott, 
nearly 200 m embers of the 
Nati onal Council of Jewish 
Women gathered together on 
M ay 9 in honoring Me l 
Alperin, the recipient of this 

year 's NCJW Comm uni ty Ser
vice Award. 

The event h ighlighted the 
m any acts of generos ity and 
community involvement tha t 
Alperin has labored towards in 
bo th the Jewish and secul a r 
communities in Rhode Island . 

NCJW Cha ir Nan Levine 

gave the welcoming speech, 
and Rabbi Wayne Franklin of 
Temple Emanu-EI gave the in
vocation. Rabbi Franklin re
marked that as Jews devote 
their lives to fo llowing in the 
spirit of G-d ' s comm a nd
ments, "so should we devote 

(Continued on Page 6) 

by Seth Bromley 
Editorial Assistant 

"Your pieces have touched 
my heart and given me a new 
meaning to ... the Holocaust... In 
just these few paintings I can 
begin to see a new li ght of what 
the Jewish people had to face. 
Your pieces have touched me 
even more than the Holocaust 
museum in Washington, D.C." 

That was the text of a note left 
by a youngster at Gallery 401 at 
the Jewish Communi ty Center 
of Rhode Island, intended for 
the artists who contributed their 
work to "The Holocaust: Four 
Views." While there are many 
real-li fe reminders of the hor
rors of the Holocaust, these art
is ts, by bringing imagination 
toge ther w ith rem embrance, 
have found a way to conju re 
up renewed emotions and 
thoughts cm the su1'j~ct. 

Harriet Goldman Caldwell, a 
graduate of the Uni vers ity of 
Hartford, created "Sarcophagi," 
a striking disp lay of severa l 
wooden boards, set apart to rep
resent rai lroad tracks, and held 
together by fri ghteningly sym
boli c m aterials such as barbed 
wire, human hair and artificial 
sinew. 

Caroli ne Novak, fro m 
Torontd, sa id her work "ex
plores the sh ifting interface be
twee n p ersona l hi sto ry a nd 
public m emory." She utili zes 

pictures of European relatives 
who were unknown to her, and 
were li kely all v ictims of the 
Holocaust. She also says in her 
artist's statement: "I am particu
larly interested in criti ca l dis
course on the limits of H olo
cau s t representat ion. H olo
caust-rela ted art poses unique 
e thica l, aes the ti c and philo
sophica l problems that have 
sparked much public d ebate 
about art and its role, responsi
bilities and limits." 

Sandra Aarons Krupp, who at
tended the Rhode Island School 
of Design and now lives in North 
Kingston, contributed paintings 
and charcoa l draw ings. The 
paintings' grim theme is intended 
to be complemented by the poem 
"Death Fugue," by Paul Celan. 

Berta Golahny, of Newton, 
Mass., created several paintings 
and engravings. One of these 
was th e visual portrayal of a 
p oem by Gola hn y' s g rand 
daughter Emily Kopley entitled 
"Somewh e re a Sunflower," 
about people awaiting transport 
to death camps in boxcars. Her 
works use bright colors that 
contrast sharply with the dark 
tone of the images depicted. 

The works will be on display 
and may be available for pur
chase at Gallery 401 until May 
31. The JCCRJ is located at 401 
Elmgro ve Ave., Prov id en ce. 
Call 861-8800. See page 20. 
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by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

It is said that the more Torah 
we bring into our lives through 
study and practice, the more life 
and light we can bring into the 
world . Learning and scholar
ship have always been some of 
the most hallowed and persis
tent aspects of Jewish existence. 
Therefore, it was to great fanfare 

that the Bureau of Jewish Edu
ca tion of Rhod e Is land ce l
ebrated its 50th anniversary on 
May 8. 

The night served as a celebra
tion and recognition of student, 
teacher and administrative ex
cellence, as well as the nomina
tion of the new board for the 
year 2001-2002. 

The evening cha irs were 

Selma Stan z ler and Erica 
Teverow. Rabbi Mord echai 
Nisse!, Dean of the Providence 
H ebrew Day School, gave a 
D'var Torah in which he spoke 
about our hjstorical religious 
leaders, the Cohenim. "The role 
of the Cohenim," he said, "was 
to serve as spiritual mentors anc;I 
teachers for the Jewish people ... 
The Bureau of Jewish Education 

CANTOR BRIAN MEYER and Temple Emanu-El's Kol Kesem Youth Choir perform at the Bu
reau of Jewish Education's 50th anniversary. Herald 11hoto by /on Rubin 

spearheads Jewish education in 
Rhode Island. They are the lead
ers of our community, [just] like 
the Cohenim." 

David Resnick, who tha t 
evening was brought in as As
socia te Treasurer, nominated 
the 2001 / 2002 board of offic
ers for the BJE. They are: 

President: Gloria S. Feibish, 
Vice Presidents: Patricia Cohen, 
Eleanor Lewis, Selma Stanzler, 
Associate Treasurer: David A. 
Resnick, Secre tary: Steven 
Schechter, Associa te Secretary: 
James Pious 

Those nominated for a three year 
term were: 

Allan Brenma n, Howard 
Bromberg, Barbara Feldman, 
Linn Freedman, Sharon Gaines, 
Kenneth Hersh, Rabbi Mitchell 
Levine, Karen Ostrowsky, 
Arlene Rogol, Cheryl Teverow. 

Those nominated for a two year 
term were: 

Howard Mintz 
Those nominated for a one year 

term were: 
Karen Jacober, Cantor Rich

ard Perlman, Joyce Steingold, 
01arles Ziegler 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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The Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Provi
dence, announces the following activities. Call 273-KIDS. 

May 

20 Garden Party. 1 to 3 p .m. Celebrate spring in The 
Children's Garden by quenching your thirst with some 
pink lemonade. Kids 3 and up make a newspaper pot 
and put a plant in it to take home. 

21 Creative Studio. 3 to 4:30 p.m. A little ingenuity and 
lots of recycled materials add up to crea ti ve works of 
art for kids 3 and up. Get artistic with foam, pipe clean
ers and other reusable materials! 

22 Parent Talk. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Preschoolers, ages 2 to 4, pay 
in Littlewoods while adults chat with a parenting ex
pert. 

23 Geo-Mazing. 3 and 3:45 p.m. Ever wonder what hap
pens when you take apart a box or a pyramid? Kids 5 
and up celebrate the renovated Shape Space exhibit by 
explonng the shape of solids and building paper boxes. 

24 Hoop Dreams. 2 to 4:30 p.m. How do you roll a hoop? 
What kind of game is "graces"? From hula hoops to 
basketball hoops, kids everywhere play hoop games. 
Kids 5 and up learn fun !lames and make a hoop game 
to take home. 

25 Scienterrific. 9:40 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. The Museum's Pre
school Friday series (March 30 to may 25) concludes as 
preschoolers, age 3 to 5, explore the mysteries of mag
nets. Build astoundingly tall towers out of powerful little 
magnets. Make a sparkle magnet to take home and put 
on your refrigerator. Each session is 20 minutes long. 
Pre-registration is recommended for this popular eight
week series. Call 273-KIDS, ext. 234 for enrollment in
formation . There may be space available for walk-in 
registration for individual sessions. There is a $1 fee 
above the price of admission for walk-in registration. 
Please check at the admissions desk. 

26 Lovely Llamas. 1 to 3 p.m. Meet some long-lashed lovely 
llamas from Bolivia who will charm you with their sweet 
behavior. Find out how this gentle breed loves to work. 

27 Happy Birthday, Rhode Island! 1 to 3 p.m. Sing "Happy 
Birthday" as the state turns 211 years old! Join the party 
and enjoy a piece of s tate-shaped birthday cake. Play 
games like "Pin Providence on the Map," don a festive 
hat and meet some special party guests. 
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Calendar: May 18 Through May 24 
18 The Newport Used Boat Show will be held at the Newport Yachting Center America's Cup 

Avenue in downtown Newport. The. show. takes place from 4 to 8 p.m., Ma~ 19, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; May 20, 10 a.m. to 5 p .m. Adm1ss1on 1s $6 and free for children under 12. Call 846-1115 
or visit <www.newportusedboatshow.com>. 
The RISO Graduate.Students Annual Exhib ition goes on display at the Museum of Art at 
224 Benefit St., ProVJdence. This exhibition features the best work of those graduating in 
MFA or MID programs. Call 454-6348. 

19 Sail Newport Family Sailing Festival will include free sailing and tours of Newport Har
bor. Shores1de activities are also available. The festival will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

· at Fort Adams State Park, Ocean Drive, Newport. Call 846-1983 or visit 
<www.sailnewport.org>. 
The Dan Moretti Jazz Ensemble ·plays at CA V, 14 Imperial Place, Providence. Admission is 
$6, the performance starts at 9:30 p.m. Call 751-9164. 
The North Kingstown SK Fun Run takes place at 9 a_.m. at North Kingstown High School, 
Fairway Dnve, North Kingstown. Everyone from senous runners to strollers are invited to 
take part. Visit <www.nksd.net/town> for more information. 

20 Touro Synagogue will honor Rabbi Benjamin Kreitrnan as its Distinguished Member of the 
year for his efforts on behalf of the synagogue and its Society of Friends. Rabbi Kreitrnan 
will speak, as well his daughter, Rabbi Jill Kreitrnan. The program begins at 2 p.m. Touro 
Synagogue 1s located at 85 Touro St., Newport. Call 847-4794, ext. 14 for more information. 
The Zamir Chorale will perform at Tifereth Israel Congregation, 145 Brownell Ave., New 
Bedford'. at 4. p.m .. The chorale is a .so-member adult ensemble and its repertoi re includes 
Jewish liturgical pieces, ma1or classical works, compositions from modern Jewish compos
ers and folksongs. Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door. Call (508) 997-3171. 
Charl es Bakst will be the featured guest at the Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club's annual 
meeting. The program begins at 2 p.m. at Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave. Providence. Call 
331-1616. , 

21 The ph otography exhibit "Espana" opens at the Cranston Public Library, 140 Sockanosset 
Cross Road. The exhibit by Brian Hull will feature cities such as Madrid Barcelona Seville 
and Valencia. An opening reception will be held May 24 at 5 p.m. ' ' ' 
Yorn Y'rushala~m at th e JCCRI. A day of food and dancing gets underway at 6 p.m. The 
whole family 1s mv1ted. Call 861-8800. The JCCRI is located at 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence. 
A lecture o.n the evolution of Jewish prayer book text by Dr. Ruth Langer, associate profes
sor of Jewish studies at Boston. College, will be held at Hebrew College, 43 Hawes St., 
Brookline, Mass. The lecture begms at 7:30 p.m. and admission is $10. Call Lina Reznikov at 
the Center for Adult Jewish Learning at (617) 278-4939. 

22 Temple Emanu-EI hosts a tribute dinner for Jeffrey Brier at 6 p.m. Brier is active in a wide 
vanety of cornrnunity endeavors. He is vice chairman of The Miriam Hospital, vice presi
dent of Temple Emanu-El, associate treasurer of the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and 
co-chairs the "Save a Life" campaign, which raises funds to replace ambulances in Israel. 
Guest speaker will be Shifran Horn, who will provide an insider 's update on Middle East 
tensions. For more information, call Cheryl Learner at (800) 752-5651, ext. 126 or Temple 
Emanu-EI at 331-1616. Temple Emanu-EI is located at 99 Taft Ave., Providence. 
Art in Motion with Perspectives and Bruce Lenore, who will demonstrate how to make 
Kiddush cups. The event will be held at 106 Angell St., Providence, and begins at 7 p.m. 
Cost for materials is $10. For more information, call Dahlia Siff at 728-7497. 

23 RISO Senior Film/AnimationNideo Festival will present the work of young filmmakers, 
arumators and video artists. Film lovers can see 15 animations and 19 live action films ex
ploring various issues and topics. The festival begins at 7 p.m. in the RISO Auditorium, at 
the corner of South Main and College streets in Providence. Admission is $5, $2 for stu
dents. Call 454-6233. 
"An Introduction to Jewish Meditation," a workshop by the Rhode Island Center for Jew
ish Healing, will be held at the JCCRI from 7 to 9 p.m .. Participants will learn about the 
history of meditation as well as various specific meditations. There will be a small registra
tion fee. To register, call 268-3833. 
Touro Fraternal Association holds its second annual blood drive, from 4 to 8 p.m. at Touro 
Hall, 45 Rolfe Square, Cranston. Give a pint, receive five bagel bucks. Help others! Help 
yourself! For more information, call 785-0066. 

24 Lynyrd Skynyrd and George Thorogood appear at Mohegan Sun Casino's Uncas Pavilion 
at 7 p.m. Mohegan Sun is located at 1 Mohegan Sun Boulevard, Uncasville, Conn. Call (860) 
204-8000 for ticket information. 

Library Spring Booksale 
The Cranston Public Library will hold a spring booksale at the William Hall Library, 1825 Broad 

St., on May 18, from 7 to 9 p.m., May 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and May 20 from 1 to 4 p.m. On 
Sunday, all books and audiovisual materials will be sold at half price. 

On Friday and Saturday, most hardbound books are prices at $1 each or three for $2; paperbacks 
at 50~ each or three for $1.25 and children's books are SO~ each or three for $1.25. In addition to the 
thousands of books, many videocassettes, audiocassettes, CDs, 16-mm films, magazines and soft
ware are available. This year the collection is strong in fiction, non-fiction, and children's books. 

A silent auction of Imprint Society and books of a collectible nature will be held. Bids will be 
accepted throughout the booksale up to 3 p.m. Sunday. Bids will be opened at that time. 

The sale will be hefd in the auditorium and the program room. Both rooms are accessible to people 
with physica l handicaps. For directions or further information, _contact John Bucci at 781-2450. 
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Verifying The Authenticity 
of The Exodus 

by Rabbi Jacob Shechet 
Jewish tractition is not-based 

on unearthed artifacts, inscrip
tions, ~tc. Such findings are sub
Ject to mterpretation and misin
terpretations. The Jewish Tradi
tion, the bondage in Egypt, the 
consequent plagues, the Exodus 
from Egypt, the splitting of the 
Red Sea, the giving of the Torah 
and Commandments at Mount 
Sinai, etc., were events witnessed 
by the entire Jewish nation who 
numbered in the millions. 

H istoric events are recorded 
and handed down from genera
tion to generation. Likewise the 
Jewish people recorded and 
handed down their tradition to 
their posteri ty throughout the 
millennia, including the bond
age, the Exodus, the giving of 
the Torah and the Command
ments, etc. The en tire Jewish 
nation testified to the historic
ity of the Jewish tradition. Just 
like the American Revolution is 
a historical fact and is not sub
ject to verific~ tion or denial by 
excavators, likewise the Exodus 
is a historical fac t and is not sub
ject to the whims of excavators. 

You might ask how do we 
know that the authentic Jewish 
Tradition was not adulterated? 
That question was raised many 
centuries ago by a Roman noble
woman. She told Rabbi Akivo, a 
great and pious sage who lived at 

. the time: '1 don't believe the story 
(Genesis39:7-12) thatJoseph, who 
at the time was a 17-year-old 
single Jewish male who unjustly 
had been sold into slave ry in 
Egypt, withstood the romantic 

advances of the mistress of the 
house and ctid not commit adul
tery. The Torah covered it up!" 

Rabbi Akivo replied: ''You see 
that when Judah committed pro
miscu ity w ith Tamar (Genesis 
38:15--18) the Torah ctid not cover 
itup." 

Only the Torah and the Jew
ish scriptures, the true word of 
G-d, recorded truthfully events 
good and bad, so that posteri ty 
should learn moral lessons and 
live a clean and happy life . Con
cerning the claim that they don't 
find artifacts of the plagues, the 
Exodus, the wanderin g in the 
desert, etc. What ctid they expect 
to find after 3,500 years: foot
steps in the sand? A still split sea? 
Ongoing plagues? 

They don' t seem to under
stand the Jewish way, so they 
have gone astray. Nations record 
their victories, memoirs and tra
ditions in statues and inscrip
tions carved in stone. Stones are 
dead . Jewish traditions are re
corded in the living. Also, na
tions only record victories, they 
do not record thei r losses. So 
who would have recorded the 
exodus? The Egyptians? They 
were destroyed. The Jewish 
people should have recorded the 
exodus? They d id in the Jewish 
way, in the living tradition. 

In conclusion. We the Jewish 
people are very proud of our tra
dition which is based on solid 
fqcts . We thank the A-mighty for 
having given us the Divine To
rah, Hebrew Scriptures, and the 
Commandments. They afford us 
a clean and happy life. 

Like something? Don't like 
something? Let us know. · 
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OPINION 
When World Views Collide 

by Eytan Kobre 
Conservative Rabbi Reuven 

H ammer penned an opin ion 
piece recently in The Jerusalem 
Post decrying the exemption of 
To rah scholars from Israe li 
army serv ice. Such offerings 
seem to _be someth ing of a 
springtime ri tual fo r him. Last 
April, he published an article in 
the same paper on the very 
same topic with the very same 
arguments. 

In last year's version, for ex
ample, he asked: "What self-re
specting society would legally 
perpetuate a situation in which 
one sector is required literally to 
put its life on the line to defend 
the state and its citizens while 
another is permi tted to sit and 
study satelli te photos of enemy 
troop movements, sheltered in 
safety, and - to add insult to 
injury- is paid ... to do so?" 

If it seems unbelievable to the 
reader that Hammer would at
tack army intelligence experts in 
that way, that's because, in all 
honesty, he didn't write exactly 
those words. The sentence that 
actually appeared in his column 

was iden tica l to that quoted 
above except for the words "sat
ell ite photos of enemy troop 
movements," which I inserted 
- and there's the rub. 

The reason it's ludicrous to 
think that Hammer would as
sail intelligence experts for si t
ting safely in a "war room" in 
Tel Aviv while their army peers 
brave enemy fi re in Gaza is that 
everyone - from chareidim all 
the way across to the folks from 
Meretz - agrees that national 
securi ty is a complex undertak
ing requ ir ing tha t di ffere nt 
people serve di fferent, special
ized functions. All further agree 
that there is no correlation be
tween one's level of insulation 
from mortal danger and the de
gree of one's dedication to na
tion. 

The real point of contention, 
then, separating the disputants 
on the d raft issue is only the is
sue of precisely which individu
als and actions serve a vital na
tional security function. And, 
indeed, on that point, Rabbi 
Hammer's position is fully un
derstandable. Coming as he 

does from a religious orienta
tion that gives great credence to 
the secular world view that in
terprets history in largely mate
rialistic terms devoid of Divine . 
governance and spiritual con
text, it's not surprising that he 
would deride the p ro tecti ve 
value of the Torah study these 
scholars engage in . 

O ne cannot as k of Rabbi 
H ammer th a t he sud denl y 
adopt beliefs regarding the cen
trality and potency of Torah 
study as his own. But one can 
reasonably request that he con
cede the manifest truth that 
many of his Jewish brethren do, _ 
in fac t, p ro fess such beliefs, 
wh ich were part of class ica l 
Jewish tradi tion long, long be
fore the advent of the State of 
Israel and its d raft system. And, 
if he is prepared to concede that 
truth, how, then, can be justifi
ab ly charac terize as immora l 
those who sincerely have the 
well-being of their people and 
country at heart- non-Zionists 
in the politi Ga l sense though 
they may be - but are simply · 

(Continued to Page 19) 

So What 's The Answer? 
Last week's pop quiz: Let's 

see if you can connect the dots 
between these things. 

There are three main sections 
in last week's portion, Emor. 
The first explains the scrupu
lous measures that must be fol
lowed by the' priests in order 
that they not be profaned or 
defiled. Who they may be in 
contact with, and when. Who 
they may marry. What to ea t. 
How to dress. Even down to the 
conduct of their children. In the 
second section, there seems to 
be an abrupt change. This part 
deals with the second seasons 
of the Jewish year: Passover; the 
co unting of the O mer; 
Shavuoth; Rosh Hashanah; Yorn 
](jppur; Succoth and Simchat 
Torah. It tells why and how each 
should be observed, when we 
should and should not work. In 

the third section, yet another 
turn is taken. Now we are 
speaking of the priests agajn, 
but specifica lly of their duties 
with respect to the Ner Tanud, 
the Eternal Light that must burn 
in the sanctuary to represent the 
omnipresence of G-d. 

So the question is: What is the 
common thread among these 
three topics? 

It may have occurred to you 
that each part deals with a d is
cussion of separa tion. Separat
ing the holy acti vities of the 
priests from everyday matters. 
Separating the holy days from 
the mundane. Separating G-d 
from all the other deities that 
were worshi p ped in those 
times. But, of course, that idea 
has the seeds of its own contra
ctiction. While we need to keep 
holy acti vities and thoughts 

untainted, we are also enjoined 
to bring the holy down to earth, 
to operate every day in our li ves 
with the mi tzvot in mind, with 
Torah in our hearts. 

So which is it? Are we to dis
tance the spiritual from the ma
terial? Or are we to weave them 
into a seamless whole that lifts 
all of life above the ord inary? Or 
is it both? And why does the 
answer to every question in To
rah seem to lead to another 
question? The glory of Torah, of 
course, is that there can be many 
answers to all of these ques
tions. (That's why the Talmud 
is 20 volumes long, and w hy 
there is, in addition, a vast and 
every-growing library of com
mentary on the meaning of ev
ery word, period and space in 
Torah.) And the glory of our 

(Continued to Page 19) 

'Lag B'Omer' 
The 49 days between Pass- month, the water has made an Akiva's students is as follows: 

over and Shovuos (Festival of indentation in the rock! By per- Rabbi Akiva had two kinds 
the Giving of the Torah) are con- severance and firm deterrnina- of students. Some of them ap
nected with "The Counting of tion surely my difficulties can plied themselves to their stud
the Omer." The 33rd day of the likewise be overcome and I can ies diligently and also trea ted 
Omer, called "Lag B'Omer," is yet become a scholar." Indeed, each other with mutua l love 
celebra ted as a joyous occasion, years later, Rabbi Akiva headed · and respect. 
since it marks the cessation of a Torah-academy of 24,000 stu- In this merit, they survived 
the plague that had taken a dents! the plague and enjoyed great 
heavy toll of the students at the This classic episode clearly success in perpetuating Torah. 
Torah-academy of the fa med demonstrates that it is never too Their teac_hings and their names 
Rabbi Akiva. late to return to Torah and Ju- continue to shine brightly 

Both the life-story of (,') da1sm, for there 1s nothing that m our lives to this day 
Rabbi Akiva and the ex- ll >------- - - ---< The other group of stu-
peri ences of his pupils ~ ~ dents, ho weve r, did not 
convey significant mes- h d prachce mutual love and 
sages to us. The Talm_ud Tora To ay respect. This pr?ved their 
relates that Rabbi Akiva undomg and fa ilure, their 
wa s face d w ith grea t ..,..., ____________ _...,_, fa tewassealedmthe days 
hardships when he set of the plague before Lag 
out to begin a life of To- can stand m the path of a man's B'Omer. 
ra h-s tudy. H e was a l- firm resolution . If one will but The lesson fro m the ex-
ready 40 years old, completely persevere, he will eventually perience of Rabbi Akiva's stu
unlettered and extremely poor. succeed and becom e both dents is best expressed in Rabbi 
On ce, he noti ced how con- learned and observant of the Akiva's own words: "Ahavas 
s tant ly drippin g wa te r had Torah and its commandments. Yisroel - love of ou r fe llow 
worn a hole into hard rock. He This is one of the lessons which Jews - is the great principle of 
sa id to himself: "The rock is Rabbi Akiva's life-story teaches the Torah." 
hard, the wa ter soft, and the us. Submit ted by Rabbi Yossi 
drops small. )'et, falling steadily, The lesson from the person- Laufer of CH Al Center of Chnbnd 
d ay af ter day, . r:r'.~~t.~ a fte r a li ty and conduct of Rabbi of West Bay, Wmwick. 
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Pesach Sheni, 1945 Part II 

by I.I. Cohen 
Part II of Two Parts 

Friday, A pril 27, 1945, 
brought a cold morning. White 
clouds chased each other across 
the bright blue sky as a fri gid 
wind blew through the bar
racks, chilling our bones. Peri
odically, the earth trembled 
with an explosion; we sat qui
etly, each engrossed in his own 
thoughts. Suddenly, we heard 
motorcycles rumbling and dogs 
barking. Our hearts fell . Once 
again, the Germans were back. 

We soon heard footsteps in 
the block, and then a frenzied 
voice, "Swine! You are waiting 
for the Americans? come with 
me!" There followed a commo
tion, the sound of running, the 
shattering of glass, and then, a 
burst o f machine gu n fire . I 
peeked and saw that those who 
had been hiding near the win
dow had tried to escape. Yossel 
and I had not been detected but 
were paralyzed w ith fri gh t. 
Footsteps approached and then 

• we heard the rustling of straw. 
When we felt tapping on the 
piles in which we were hiding, 
our terrified souls almost de
parted us. 

We held our brea th in fear as 
th e foo tste ps moved away. 
Peeking through a hole in the 
straw that covered me, I felt 
smoke-burning my eyes. Fran-

tically, we ripped off the straw 
and rags and saw fl ames all 
round us. Hand in hand, Yossel 
and I fumbled toward the .!oor, 
suffocating from the smoke, our 
heads spinning. In a moment 
tha t seemed an e terni ty, we 
found ourselves outside. Just a 
fe w yards from us s tood the 
German murderers, fortunately, 
wi th their backs to us. 

The entire camp was ablaze. 
We threw ourselves on the first 
pile of corpses that we saw and 
lay still; we no doubt resembled 
our camouflage. Around us we 
heard heavy foo tsteps, screams 
and the moaning of the fatally 
wounded. And w hat we saw 
was blood, fire, and clouds of 
smoke - hell on ear th, com
plete with demons. 

Whe n s il ence fina ll y fe ll 
again, I mumbled to Yossel that 
we ought to say vidui, the con
fession of sins a Jew makes pe
riodically but especially when 
facing death . He chided me to 
remember what I had told him 
when we arrived in Auschwi tz, 
our first concentra ti on camp. 
The Sages of the Talmud, he re
minded me, had admonished 
tha t "Even if the swo rd is 
braced on your neck, never de
spair of Divine mercy." Yossel 
recal led, to the Sages' admoni
tion that in times of danger Jews 
should renew the ir com mit-

A Mother's Day Present 
. Irene, who is 85 years old, lives in a bright, spotless apart
ment near her son's home. Her daily activities include gar
dening and she enjoys frequent visits from her grea t-grand
children. Her son and his wife worry about her but under
stand her determination to live on her own. Yet, what if Irene 
should suffer an accident? What if she should need help and 
be unable to reach a phone? The solution to these concerns 
came when a friend suggested the Lifeline/ RI program of Jew
ish Family Service. 

JFS Lifeline/ RI was crea ted to answer the needs of people 
who enjoy an independent lifestyle, but would appreciate the 
extra security that comes from knowing that assistance can 
always be summoned if needed . A 24-hour emergency per
sonal response system provides access to help at the touch of 
a button. Subscribers receive a "Personal Help Button," worn 
as a pendant and a small home-installed unit. In the event of 
an emergency, the user simply pushes the button and a signal 
is instantaneously transmitted via telephone to a response cen
ter. The subscriber 's medical history and any pertinent infor
mation, such as phone numbers for relatives, neighbors and 
medical services appear on a screen, allowing a dispatcher to 
summon help immediately. 

This Mother 's Day, Irene's family arranged for her to have 
JFS Lifeline/ RI, which they consider more than simply a 
Mother 's Day present- it is a gift of independence and peace 
of mind. 

For more information about JFS Lifeline/ RI, call Jewish 
Family Service at 331-1244, ext. 19. 

~jhg£man & ~ 
Smee 1970 

♦ Diamonds ♦ 
♦ Fine Jewelry ♦ 

♦ Custom Gold & Platinum ♦ 
♦ Gem Stones ♦ 

Appointments Preferred 
361 South Main St., Providence ---!41 
~~ 831 -6812 ~ .... ~= =~ 

ment to their faith . 
We crawled to a nearby pit, 

shi vering w ith cold . Through 
my smoke-fill ed eyes and fear
ridden senses, I thought I saw 
SS guard s eve rywhe re, w ith 
weapons poised . Yossel, how
ever, finally managed to con
vince me that there was no one 
in sight; for an hour or more we 
lay in that pit. Every few min
utes bombs whistled overhead, 
fo llowed by fearsome explo
sions nearby. The earth shook, 
but each blast pumped new 
hope into our hearts. Slowly, we 
crept out of the pit and made 
our way to the only building 
s till s ta nd ing - the camp 
kitchen. There we found a few 
more frightened souls. 

Toge ther we discove red a 
sack of fl our, mixed it with wa
ter, started the ovens and baked 
fl at breads. I noted the irony; it 
was Pesach Sheini - the bibli
cal "Second Passover" a month 
after the first - and we were 
baking matzohs. 

Suddenly, the door flew open 
and Jewish inmate came run
ning brea thless ly, crying out: 
" Yidden! Fe ll ow Jews! The 
Americans are here!" We were 
free! 

We wanted to cry, sing, 
dance, but our petri fied hearts 
would not let us. I wa nted to 
rush outside, but my strength 
seemed to have left me. 

When I finally did manage to 
move outside, I saw a long con
voy of tanks and jeeps roaring 
through the camp. A handful of 
American sold iers approached 
the barracks. One of them, an 
offi cer, looked around him, tears 
streaming down his face . Only 
then did I fully grasp the extent 
of the horrors around us. The 
barracks we re nea rl y com
pletely incinerated. In front of 
each block lay a pile of black
ened, smoldering skeletons. 

And we, the li ving, were a 
group of g houls, wa lk ing 
corpses. Along with the Ameri
can soldiers, we wept. 

Am on g the suppli es the 
Americans had brought with 
them was a bottle of wine. An 
inma te picked it up and an
nounced : "For years I have not 
recited the Kiddush . Today, I 
feel that I must." He then recited 
the words of the blessing on 
wine aloud. 

And then he recited the 
"Shehecheyanu," the blessing of 
gra titude to G-d for ha ving 
"kept us alive until this time." 

A m Echad Resou rces. I. I. 
Cohen, a Polish-born surv ivor of 
three concentration camps living in 
Toronto, has just completed a book 
about his wartime experiences, 
from which the above is excerpted. 
His memoir is son to be published 
by ArtScroll/Mesorah. 

Taking a Break 
Enjoying a quiet moment are (left to right) Ben Harpel, Ross 

Dressler, Paula Wasser, Alison Knasin, Lucas Radoccia and 
Ashley Addessi at the Temple Sinai Nursery School in Cran
ston. Photo courtesy of Temple Sinai Nursery School 

R. I. Center for . 
Jewish Healing Will 
Conduct Workshop 

On May 23, the Rhode Island Center for Jewish Healing w ill 
conduct a workshop entitled "An Introduction to Jewish Medita
tion." This session will take place from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Club 
Dining Room of the Jewish Community Center of R.l., 401 Elm
grove Ave., Providence. 

Participants in this session will learn about the history of medi
tation in Judaism, and various specific meditations will be re
viewed. Follow up sessions to this workshop are anticipated which 
may lead to the fo rmation of an ongoing Jewish meditation group. 
Attendance fo r this workshop will be pre-registra tion, and there 
will be a small registra tion fee. Call 268-3833 or e-mai l <hbrown@ 
jamestownr.com> for registra tion information. 

The Rhode Island Center for Jewish Healing is a start-up organi
zation whose goal, according to its founder, Howard Brown of North 
Kingstown, is "to build and maintain a community focused on heal
ing and joy, based on traditional Jewish teachings and practices." 
The center currently offers workshops and counseling in such ar
eas as forging or strengthening a personal Jewish connection; pain, 
stress and anger management; forgiveness; and joy as a path to spiri
tual heal ing. 

Eden Garden Club Annual 
Meeting May 24 

Plan to join our first meeting of the year 2001-2002. The mini
luncheon meeting of the Eden Garden Club is scheduled for May 
24 at 12:30 p.m. at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave., Providence. 

The Nominating Committee, consisting of Martha Finger, chair
person, Janet Friedman and Shirley Schreiber will present the pro
posed slate of officers for 2001- 2002: 

Co-Presidents: Martha Finger and Frances Sadler; recording 
secretary, Norma Mushnick; corresponding secretary, Lorraine 
Webber; and treasurer, Gertrude Gordon. 

Counter nominations will be accepted from the members-at
large fo r all offices before the election \s held. Call Eleanor Bohnen, 
331-5616 to make your reservations. Reservations are required . 
Send your check fo r $5 fo r the luncheon to Gertrude Gordon, 2 
Regency Plaza No. 404, Providence, R. l. 029.03. 

The hostesses for the meeting are Martha Finger and Shirley 
Schreiber. 

'HOPE 
TRAVEL 

FOR YOUR NEXT TRIP 
TRAVEL WITH HOPE! 

tMff 
small change 

INC. 
728-3600 or 1-800-367-0013 

a chi ldren 's 
consignment store 

specializing in better quality 
and designer clothing .. 

plus toys, books and 
small equipment. 

Pawtucket, R.I. 02860 

FOR FLIGHTS, CRUISES or TOURS 
FOR BUSINESS or PLEASURE 

.._ FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS 

861-4966 
Tues.-Sat. 9:30-5:00 

727 Hope Street, Providence. RJ 
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Jewish Family Services Lecture 

Deals Wi~h Technology and Families Free Camp Scholarships 
For Families Struggling 

With Cancer 
A young man keeps his work 

beeper on the pillow so he will 
not miss a call; his w ife stays up 
late working in bed on her 
lap top computer. Both com
plain of distance in their rela
tionship. This is an example of 
a case cited by Peter Fraenkel, 
Ph.D. in his work as a family 
therapist. 

Family therapy innovators 
Peter Fraenkel, Ph .D., Evan 
Imber-Black, Ph.D., and Peggy 
Papp, MSW, all from the re
nowned Ackerman Institute for 
the Family, will be the guest 
speakers at Jewish Family 
Service's second annua l Juli e 
Claire Gutterman Memorial 
Lecture for mental health pro
fessiona ls. Sponsored by Jewish 
Family Service, the lecture will 
take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on June 8 a t the Providence 
Marriott. 

The workshop, entitled "The 
Impact of Technology on Fami
lies and Family Therapy," will 

provide insight into the various 
ways technology affects family 
relationships. All three speakers 
have published wide ly, are 
much in demand nationally and 
internationally as lecturers and 
consultants, and have received 
honors for groundbreaking 
work in family therapy. Peggy 
Papp is the lnstitu te's senior 
training supervisor and director 

• of the Depression Project, Evan 
Imber-Black is the Institute's 
director of the Center for Fami-
1 ies and H ea lth , and Peter 
Fraenke l is the Ackerman 
Institute's director of research 
and program evaluation. 

Participants at the lec ture 
will learn practical strategies to 
help families use the new tech
nology as a resource for infor
mation and communication -
creating new and meaningful 
daily rituals that connect people 
rather than separate them. 
. The program will offer Con
tinuing Education Units for pro-

TV Weatherman Visits PHDS 
The fifth grade science class at Providence Hebrew Day 

School heard about the weather from a real expert. John Searles, 
meteorologist from ABC 6 News, gave the students a real les
son in forecasting the weather. Photo courtesy of PHDS 

JTS's Cache of World 
Renowned Judaica 

on Exhibiti.on 
Over the past 115 years, the 

library at Jewish Theological 
Seminary, having overcome the 
ravage of fire, water and debris 
from demolition and recon
struction, has now grown to an 
impressive 375,000 volumes 
that include the large·st collec
tion of Judaica and Hebraica in 
the Western Hemisphere. To cel
ebrate the vast collection, JTS is 
mounting its most lavish exhibit 
to date: "Precious Passions: 
Treasures from the Library of 
the Jewish Theolog ica l Semi
nary," opening May 14 and con
tinuing to Sept. 20. 

This exhibitioJJ wi ll reflect 
th e immen se scope of the 
libra ry's holdings and present 
a spl endid overview of its 
riches and resources. Among 
the works to be exhibited are se
lections from the 11,000 Hebrew 
manuscripts, 30,000 fragments 
from the famed Cairo genizah, 
and 20,000 rare printed books, 
including the world's largest 
co ll ection o f Hebrew incun
abu la. In addition to its array of 

impressive books, the library 
has amassed world-class Judaic 
artwork. Among this collection 
are an outstanding assemblage 
of ketubbot (Jewish marriage 
contracts), megillot (scrolls) and 
a d iverse selection of broad
sides, rare engravings, book
p lates, postcards, music and 
Jewish Americana, the best of 
which will be on display. 

Gathered from around the 
globe and representing commu
nities from North America, Af
rica, the Middle East, Asia and 
Europe, this fine collection has 
helped establish the JTS library 
as a preeminent center of Jew
ish scholarship~• 

The JTS is located at 3080 
Broadway a t 122nd Street in 
New York. During the summer, 
it is open every Sunday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The library is closed on Satur
days. During the month of Au
gust it will also be closed on Sun
days. For more information, call 
(212) 678-8082. 

fessional development for psy
chologists, social workers, li
censed marriage and family 
therapists and nurses. 

The fee for the day is $75 and 
includes lunch. To register, men
tal health professionals should 
call Jewish Family Service at 
331-1244. 

The Julie Claire Gutterman 
Memorial Lecture was estab
lished at Jewish Family Service 
to honor the memory of Julie 
Gutterman, who served as ·the 
Director of Professional Services 
at the agency for 6 1 / 2 years 
until her death in 1999. The lec
ture is fund ed by The Juli e 
Cla ire Gutterman Memorial 
Lecture Fund, which resulted 
from the desire of many to do
nate in a meaningful way to 
commemorate her life. 

"Juli e ca red deeply about 
maintaining professional excel
lence and felt strongly about the 
importance of ongoing training 
and educa tion," says Jewish 
Family Service Executive Direc
tor Paul L. Segal. "The lecture is 
a fitting tribute to her memory." 

Siyum For 
Beth-El Hebrew 

Students 
Thirty-nine students will 

complete their first year of 
Hebrew study at Temple 
Beth-El. Tu celebrate this 
occasion, a special program 
will be held to honor the 
studen ts. On May 20, the 
students will participate in 
a siyum to mark the comple
tion of one book of Torah 
and the beginning of an
other book. 

Maze/ Tov to the following 
members of the 2000- 2001 
Alef Hebrew class: Zachary 
Baron, Eliza Bell, Je ffrey 
Botwick, Allison Bresnick, 
Jennifer Broess, Halee 
Brown, Emma Clayman, 
Mollie Clayman, Jordan 
Douglass, Erin Gavin, Eric 
Goldberg, Joel Had uch, 
Emily Homonoff, Sydney 
Kahan, Laura Kates, 
Geoffrey Keegan, Saul 
Kerzner, Sara Fichman
Klein, Bethany Larivee, Julia 
Leavitt, Joshua Loomis, 
Russell Luginbuhl, Zachary 
Mann, Jos hua Padwa, 
Alexander Pa tinkin, Max
well Rich, Alexander Rickler, 
Nathaniel Rickler, Rebecca 
Rosenberg, Alexander Self, 
Gregory Sherwin, Nathan 
Si lk, Benjamin Sisskind, 
Samantha Sugerman, 
Amelia Suher, Soph ia Van 
Allsburg; Zoe Weiner, 
Hannah Winkler, and 
Alexander Zwetchkenbaurn. 

Children 8 to 13 who are part of a family struggling with 
cancer are eligible for free scholarships to Camp Young Judaea 
Sprout Lake. The scholarships are offered through the Jonathan 
Krakow Memorial Fund, administered by Hadassah, the 
Women's Zionist Organization of America. 

Camp Sprout Lake is located in beautiful upstate New York, 
90 minutes from New York City. It combines the best in camp
ing with a strong love for Israel and everything Jewish. The 
camp is Shabbat and kashrut observant, and accommodates a 
total of 200 boys and girls. Sprout Lake runs in two sessions: 
the first from June 25 to July 19; the second from July 23 to 
August 16. Scholarships are available for either. 

The Jonathan Krakow Memorial Fund was established at Ha
dassah to honor the memory of a young man who struggled 
valiantly against brain cancer. Jonathan was a Young Judaea 
Sprout Lake camper, and later a counselor. His days at Sprout 
lake provided him with fun and friendships that were to com
fort and encourage him even at the end of his short life. 

For further information, contact Judy Shereck at (212) 303-
4591 or <jshereck@hadassah.org>. Contributions to the fund 
can be made to the Jonathan Krakow Memorial Fund, c/ o Judy 
Shereck, Hadassah, 50 West 58th St., New York, N.Y. 10019. 

JCCRI Summer Camp 
Registration Well Underway 
Registration for Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island 

Summer Camp programs are in full swing. Without going far from 
home, children can have all the fun and excitement of a special 
vacation place where they make new fri ends, play sports and 
games, participate in creative arts, try new things, go on field trips, 
and swim every day with American Red Cross instruction pro
vided. 

Carefully selected, well-trained staff help every child develop 
good sportsmanship, confidence and a sense of self-worth through 
fun and meaningful activities designed to foster success and build 
a sense of community based on Jewish values. 

For more information, call Charlie Lurie at the JCCRJ at 861-
8800. 

Touro Fraternal 
Announces 

Future Events 
by Jeffrey Goldberg 

This has been a tremendous 
year for social events. More than 
ever the social committee has 
planed family functions which 
have been ex tremely well at
tended. The most recent event 
was Touro' s night at the Provi
dence Performing Arts Center 
where all were treated to the 
musical "Fiddler on the Roof." 
More than 200 members and 
their families were in attendance. 

Just w hen you though t it 
couldn't get any better. Touro 
steps up to the plate ancf offers 
its members more fun-filled ac
tivities. 

June 16 - Venus de Milo 
Two-Fer Dinner Dance. 

June 27 -Steak Fry 
July 23- Touro Golf Outing 

at Cranston Country Club 
Sept. 2 - Touro Goes to the 

PawSox (This is a change from 
the previously announced date.) 

For more information about 
Touro Fraternal, call 785-0066 or 
visit <www.tourofraternal.org>. 

Charles Bakst 
to Speak at 

Temple Emanu-EI 
Leisure Club 

M. Charles Bakst, Providence 
Jou,na/ political columnist, will 
be the guest speaker at the Sun
day meeting of Temple Emanu
El Leisure Club on May 20 at 2 
p.m. He will discuss "Rhode Is
land Politics Up to the Minute." 
The event will be held at Temple 
Emanu-El in Providence. 

His predictions and perspec
tives of state and national poli
tics have given him a prominent 
p lace in the field of journalism. 

His column appears regu
larly in the Journal on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

A question-and-answer pe
riod will be followed by a social 
hour. 

CHABAD DAY 
SCHOOL 

Religious School Director 

OF SHARON 

THIS FALL OUR NEWLY 

BUILT SCHOOL BUILDI NG 

WILL BE READY! 

Conservative synagogue in Providence, RI. 1000+ house-. 
holds, fu ll profess ional staff, diverse programming, dynamic 
Jewish community. Three-day-a- week school, 135+ 
students, fami ly-oriented. Looking for creative educator 
with excellent administrative and interpersonal skills . 

Send resume immediately to Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer, 
Temple Emanu-EI, 99 Taft Ave., Providence, RI 02906. 

MANAGEMENT AND 

TEACHING/SUBSTITUTE 
POSITIONS ARE AVAI LABLE, 

K THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL! 

CALL MRS. C HARTER AT 

781 -784-4269. 
162 N. MAIN STREET, 

SHARON, MASS. 
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JTS Plans to Raise $250 Million Over Five Years 

Remembering The 
Holocaust at PHDS 

The students at the Providence Hebrew Day School com
memorated this year 's Holocaust Day by inviting a special per
son to school. Henry Abramowitz, a holocaust survivor, told 
students of his amazing story of life in three different concen
tration camps. Photo courtesy of PHDS 

With some $126 million 
raised to date, the Jewish Theo
logical Se minary publicly 
launched an ambitious five
year $250 million capital cam
paign on the evening of May 14 
coinciding with the dedication 
and re-opening of its historic 
tower, portal to the campus 
"where Jewish learning lives" 
on Broadway and 122nd Street. 

"Announcement of ' A New 
Light,' JTS' s capital campaign for 
the 21st century, and the newly 
named Kripke Tower dedication 
are closely aligned in our hearts 
and in our minds," sa id AOL 
Time Warner Inc. CEO Gerald M. 
Levin, co-chairman of the capi
tal campaign that has been so
liciting gifts since 1998. "What 
better time to state our goals, 
proclaim our success and lay 
claim to the future than when 
surrounded by those who in
spired, gave form to and helped 
move this campaign and this in
stitution forward?" Included in 
that special list of JTS friends are 

EL AL Board of Directors Approves 
Plans to Cut Costs, Improve Service 
EL AL's Board of Directors 

approved a number of mea
sures to reduce costs w h ile 
keeping service a priority for 
Israel's national airline. 

According to EL AL Presi
dent David Hermesh, EL AL 
p lans to " invest resources in 
business-oriented destinations, 
with an emphasis on service, 
security and safety." ELAL will 
restructure its routes, eliminat
ing unprofitable destinations 
in Asia, Africa and Europe, 
while maintaining or increas
ing the more popular business 
routes, such as New York, 
Paris, London and Frankfurt. 
In addition, the routes between 
Tel Aviv and Chicago, Los An
geles, Miami and Toronto will 
be maintained. 

In the next year, EL AL will 
sell eight of its planes-six 747-
200s, eliminating that model 
from the fleet, and two 757s. 
Along with the recent purchase 
of three new 777s, and the ad-

dition of four new 747-400s, EL 
AL will purchase a fourth new 
777 and lease two 747-400s from 
Boeing, making EL AL's fl eet 
one of the youngest in the in
d ustry. Only the new state-of
the-art 777s and 747-400s will be 
flown on the United States-Is
rael route. 

These purchases are part of 
EL AL's continued focus on 
business travelers. ELAL is also 
investing almost $15 million to 
upgrade the First and Business 
Class sections of all long-range 
747-400 and 767 aircraft. In ad
dition, EL AL is investing $3 
million in a new terminal at JFK, 
which is scheduled to open next 
month. 

Other measures imple
mented by the board include 
offering early retirement to 300 
employees worldwide, expand
ing cargo activity, especially on 
the new passenger p lanes 
which have a greater cargo ca
pacity, and increasing the vol-

ume of business travelers. The 
modernization of the fl eet along 
with other activities will enable 
EL AL to reduce its workforce 
by 20 percent worldwide. 

Hermesh stated that imple
menting these plans durin·g the 
coming year will provide ELAL 
with continued long-term com
mercial stability,'regard less of 
outside factors. 

EL AL, Israel's national air
line, has almost four times the 
number of weekly non-stop 
flights to Israel from the United 
States than any other airline. EL 
AL is the only airline offering 
first class service on non-stop 
fights between the United States 
and Israel. Worldwide, ELAL is 
smoke-free and fli es to more 
than 50 destinations from Tel 
Aviv. EL AL tickets can now be 
purchased on the In tern et. Or, 
for reservations, call your travel 
agent or ELAL at (800) 223-6700 
or (212) 768-9200. Visit ELAL at 
<www.elal.com>. 

Upcoming Teen Event at the Cranston Public Library 
Come to our hip-hopping teen event on May 19 from 2 to 3:30 p .m. at the Cranston Public Library, 

140 Sockanosset Cross Road. See "Rap and Resolve," a free show by eight talented Providence teen
agers combining hip hop, break dancing, acrobatics, theater improvisation, and poetry. A segment 
of the program involves audience participation. Learn ways, including using your own talents, to 
resolve conflicts. Don' t miss this fabulous show open to middle and high school students. Pizza and 
soft drinks will be served following the show. 

For more information or to register, call the Cranston Public Library at 943-9080, ext. 124. 

TEXTILE WAREHOUSE 
Towe/ and Sheet Factory Outlet 

• Matelasse Coverlets 
• Comforters 
• Curtains 
• Towels By 

The Pound 

• 250 Thread Count 
Sheet Sets 

• X-tra Long Sheets 
• Beach Towels 
• Eye let Bed Accessories 

Corner Division St. and Industrial Highway, Pawtucket 

McC~;•~t~~ium 726• 2080 
Call For Directions 

Open Daily 
9:30-4, 

Sat. till 12:30 

~~ 

Temple Sinai 
Seniors Meeting 

The Temple Sinai Seniors 
will hold their next meeting 
on May 24 at noon at Temple 
Sinai, 30 Hagen Ave., Cran
ston. 

A film wi ll be featured 
and lots of popcorn, soda 
and dessert wi ll be served. 

' Any questions, ca 11 Baila 
at 461-6124. 

Levin's co-chairpersons: JTS 
board chairman Gershon Kekst, 
president of Kekst and Com
pany; Jeanette Lerman, presi
dent of J.P. Lerman & Co.; Jo
seph Neubauer, chairman and 
CEO of Aramark; and Gerald 
Rosenfeld, CEO, Rothschild Inc. 
Performer Mandy Patinkin is 
serving as honorary chairman. 

A goal of the capital cam
paign is to enable JTS - home 
to some of the world' s most dis
tinguished scholars in every 
field of Judaica - to more fully 
accommodate the future needs 
of the faculty, students and staff 
of its schools and programs. As 
the spiritual and academic cen
ter of Conservative Jµd aism 
worldwide, JTS ordains rabbis, 
invests cantors and trains Jew
ish scholar s, educators, social 
workers and other profession
als. It offers undergraduate, 
graduate and professional de
grees through the Rabbinical 
School, the H .L: Mille r 
Cantorial School, the William 
Davidson Graduate School of 
Jewish Education, the Graduate 
School and Albert A. List Col
lege. 

Unlike other universities that 
rely heavily on tuition, JTS de
pends on private donations for 

an astonishing 66 percent of its 
budget. Moreover, JTS gradu
ates often enter professions that 
can make repayment of student 
loans and tuition subsid ies 
overly burde nsome. Rather 
than lose gifted young men and 
women who, for financial rea
sons, might chose too attend 
other universities and to pursue 
higher-pa y ing ca reers, JTS, 
through the campaign, w ill 
make a commitment to provide 
more generous financial aid and 
affordable housing to prospec
tive students. 

JTS Board chairman Gershon 
Kekst said, "The Jewish Theo
logical Seminary, at its inception, 
was charged with training an 
American rabbinate for the 
American Jewish experience of 
the 20th century. The mission has 
expanded significantly to the 
point where JTS is the center of 
most serious Jewish scholarship 
and study, training future gen
erations of scholars, educators, 
lay leaders and other profession
als in the service of a Jewish com
munity that has changing needs. 
The campaign is a pledge to en
sure our future by educating 
those who will spend their lives 
passing on our great Jewish tra
ditions and heri tage." 

Melvin Alperin 
(Continued from Page I) 

our lives to help our fellow hu
man beings live more blessed 
lives." Rabbi Franklin cited 
Alperin as one who has " inter
nalized" the Torah's message of 
giving. 

Sa id Eunice Greenfield, 
NCJW co-president of Alperin, 
"Talk about Tikkun Olam .. . he 
has personified it." Greenfield 
went on to give a nutshell of the 
organiza tions that ha ve ben
efited from Alperin's involve
ment, including J.ewish Theo
logical Seminary, Jewish Family 
Service, the Jewish Community 
Center, The Miriam Hospital, 
the Alperin Schechter Day 
School, Temple Emanu-EI, the 
National Council of Christians 
and Jews and numerous others. 
"Mel," said Greenfield , "you 
give new meaning to the word 
mensch." 

Greenfield went on to an
nounce that the NCJW would 
be the proud recipient of the 
Patty and Mel Alperin Endow
ment Fund, to which thunder
ous applause followed. "This 
will enable us to pursue many 
of the projects that we at NCJW 

are dedicated to ... and perhaps 
some more [as well]." 

Alperin, in rece iving hi s 
award, remarked that "We do 
not take part in cha rit abl e 
works because we need some
thing to do.:_ we do it because 
it is our duty." "NCJW," he said, 
"has a long history of 
tzedakah ... We are all proud and 
grateful for their works." 

MEL ALPERIN, recipient of 
this year's NCJW Community 
Service Award 

Herald photo by Jot1 Rubi,, 

Perspectives Announces 
Events for May 

May 22 - Art in Motion - Do you like to draw or paint? Re
member that guy with the fuzzy hair that always made "happy 
trees?" Well, Bruce Lenore is not that guy. But he is an artist and 
he's going to teach us how to make kiddush cups. We' ll paint our 
own glass goblets and cook them in the Perspectives oven. And in 
just an hour and a half you' ll have your own kiddush cup and be 
the envy of all your friends. 

The even t will be at 106 Angell St. in Providence at 7 p.m.; $10 
covers the cost of materials. For more information, ca ll Daltlia Sill 
at 728-7497. 

May 30 - Happy Schtix - "Uh oh, Happy learned how to 
putt" ... Wouldn' t you like to? So, follow Mr. Sandler's lead and 
come to Fiddlesticks to have fun and play miniature golf. We'll be 
meeting at Fiddlesticks off of Rte. 4 at 7 p.m. and cost is $5 per 
person. The firs t person to come in plaid pants wi ns! For more 
information, call Karen Bandel at 831-0749. 

Perspectives is a community of Jewish graduate students and 
young professionals, both married and single. 
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Nazi-Era Claims Against Swiss Banks Underway 

Final Claims Must be Filed by August or September, 2001 
The United States court over

seeing the historic settlement 
between Holocaust survivors 
and Swiss banks has approved 
the Special Master's "Plan of 
Allocation" to distribute $1.25 
billion to qualifying class mem
bers. The settlement resolves 
Nazi-era claims against Swiss 
banks and other Swiss entities. 
The claims process is now un
derway with claim fi lling dead
lines as outlined below. 

Fou r independent interna
tional agencies have been se
lected to facili tate the distribu
tion under court su pervision: 

• The Claims Resolution Tri
bunal, established in 1977 in 
Zurich to arbi trate claims with 
Swiss banks for deposited assets 
and, more recently, for insur
ance claims; 

• The American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, a hu
manitarian agency in existence 
since 1914, which helped to re
settle Holocaust victims after 
the war and paid more than half 
the costs of maintaining Jewish 
refugees w ho were admitted 
into Switzerland during World 
War ll; 

• The Conference on Jewish 
Materia l Claims Against Ger
many, Inc. ("Claims Confer
ence"), created in 1951 to nego
tiate with Germany for material 
recompense on behalf of Jewish 
Holocaust victims; and 

• The International Organi
zation for Migration, which is 
the leading international orga
nization working with migrants 
and governments primarily on 
migration issues and which is 
already handling claims of Ho
locaust victims fi led under the 
German foundation "Re;,,em
brance, Responsibility and Fu
ture." 

More than 560,000 individu
als who submitted an Initial 
Questionnaire or requested in
formation about the settlement 
will automatically receive infor
mation about the claims process 
in the mail. Potential class mem
bers who have not yet partici
pated in the settlement process 
may still do so by calling a toll
free or local number or visiting 
<www.swissbankclaims.com> 
and following instructions and 
deadline requirements. 

"We are very gratified to 

Beth Vilker Engaged 
to Jason Samreny 

Nancy and Samuel Vilker of Cranston, R.I., announce the 
engagement of thei r daughter, Beth Vilker of Atlanta, Ga., to 
Jason Samreny, of Atlanta, Ga. Her fiance is the son of Jason 
Sarrueny of Atlanta, son of Paul Samreny of Pittsburgh and 
the late Lois Kaplan and stepson of Ivan Kaplan. 

The bride-to-be graduated from the University of Hartford 
and received a master's degree from Columbia University, 
N.Y. She is a training specialist at Boar's Head Deli Division 
in Atlanta. Her fiance graduated from Carnegie Mellon Uni
versity, Pittsburgh. He is director of shopping center devel
opment for Merchant Resource Rea lty, Atlanta. 

The wedding will take place June 16, 2002. 
Last week the room 's name was incorrect/ listed. 

reach this final stage of provid
ing restitution for as many vic
tims of the Holocaust as pos
sible," said Burt Neu borne, lead 
settlement class counsel. "We 
believe that our system of out
reach around the world -
through the media and support 
of many organizations and in
dividuals - will provide the 
most effective means of provid
ing some relief, financially or in 
food and services, to the mil
lions of peop le who were 
robbed by the many players of 
the Holocaust." 

The Plan of Allocation ad
dresses six groups of potential 
claimants as outlined below. In
dividuals who were persecuted 
by the Nazi Regime because they 
were or were believed to be Jew
ish, Romani, Jehovah's Witness, 
homosexual, or physically or 
mentally disabled or handi
cap_ped may be in one of the first 
five groups. The sixth group, 
Slave Labor Il Claims, is not lim
ited to the above listed "Victims 
or Targets of Nazi Persecution." 

Deposited Assets Claims -
Individuals who had assets de
posited with any Swiss bank, 
investment fund or other custo
dian prior to May 9, 1945, and 
have not been previously com
pensated for these accounts will 
receive payment upon approval. 
Up to $800 million has been al
located for af?proved awards to 
claimants. A list of approxi
mately 21,000 accounts "prob
ably" belonging to Nazi victims 
has been pub lished. Those 
whose names do not appear on 
the list may also file claims. Cer
tain heirs of the original deposi
tors are also eligible. Claims are 
due by Aug. 5, 2001. The CRT 
will administer these claims un
der the supervision of the court 
and its Special Masters. Claim 
forms and other information 
about deposited assets claims as 
well as the list of account hold
ers is avai lable at <www. 
dormantaccounts.ch> and 
<www.crt-ii.org>. 

Slave Lab or I Cl aims -
Former forced or slave laborers 
and certain heirs of former slave 
laborers who died after Feb. 15, 
1999, are eligible for payment. 
All el igible claimants w ill re
ceive equal payments of up to 

Gallery 401 
Presents 

'Fantasies' 
Gallery 401, located in The 

Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Is land, is p leased to 
present "Fantasies," a new ex
hibi t by Pat McNabb, June 3 to 
30. 

McNabb, of North Reading, 
Mass., is a graduate of Art Stu
dents League in New York, the 
School of Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston, and Tufts University. 
She has exhibited extensively in 
her home state as well as New 
York and Ca li fornia. Her col
ored woodcuts and pa in tings 
are a combination of folklore, 
mythology, humor, fan tasy and 
everyday li fe. 

The opening reception will 
be June 7, 5 to 8 p.m. Gallery 
hours are Monday to Friday, 9 
to 5 p.m. Admission is free. 

$1 ,000 USO and no less than 
$500 USO. Claims are due by 
Aug. 11, 2001. Claims will be 
processed by the Claims Con
ference and !OM. Claim forms 
are available at <www.claims 
con.org> and <www.swissbank 
claims.iom.int>. 

Looted Assets Group - Be
cause all survivors had assets 
taken by the Nazis, an indi
vidual claims process for this 
Class was not feasible. Instead, 
needy survivors may be eligible 
for services such as food pack
ages, medical assistance and 
emergency cash grants to be dis
tributed through Court-ap
proved humanitarian relief pro
grams. The distributions will be 
implemented by the JDC, 
Claims Conference and !OM. 

Refugee Claims-Individu
als who plausibly demonstrate 
that, whi le seeking to avoid 
Nazi persecution, they were 
denied entry into or expelled 
from Switzerland will receive 
equal payments of up to $2,250 
USO, but no less than $1,250 
USO. A partial list of names is 
available at <www.swissbank 
claims.iom.int> and <www. 
claimscon.org>. Those whose 
names do nof appear on the list 
may also file claims. Those who 

were admitted into Switzerland 
as refugees but were detained, 
mistreated or abused there will 
receive equal payments of up to 
$500 USO but no less than $250 
USO. Certain heirs of refugees 
who died after Feb. 15, 1999, are 
also eligible. Claims are due by 
Sept. 30, 20Ql. The Claims Con
ference and the !OM will ad
minister these claims. 

Swiss Insurance Claims -
The Court has also approved a 
claims process to resolve any 
Nazi-era insurance claims spe
cifica lly involving Swiss Rein
surance Company, Swiss Life 
Insurance and Pension Com
pany; and certain of their affili
ates . A separate claim form 
must be filed to make a Swiss 
insurance claim. Those wishing 
to exclude themselves solely 
from the insurance provisions 
of the settlement with respect to 
these companies must do so 
before Aug. 5, 2001. Otherwise, 
individuals will be subject to the 
insurance provisions of the 
amended Settlement. Claims 
are d ue by Sept. 30, 2001. The 
CRT will administer these 
claims . For informa tion on 
where to obtain a cla im form 
and other information about 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Memorial Day Services for ]WV 
The Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America, 

Department of Rhode Island, will hold its annual Memorial 
Day services on May 27 at 11 a.m. at the Jewish War Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery, within Lincoln Park Cemetery, 1469 Post 
Road, Warwick, R.I. Services will also be held at 1 p.m. at R.I. 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Exeter, R.I. 

Rabbi George Astrachan, rabbi emeritus of Temple Sinai, 
and Cantor Remmie Brown of Temple Sinai, will officiate. Irv
ing H. Levin, department commander will be master of cer
emonies. 

Invited guests are Gov. Lincoln Almond, Sen. Jack Reed, Sen 
Lincoln Cha fee, Rep. Jim Langevin, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, and 
Mayor Scott Avedesian of Warwick, R.I. ' 

In case of rain, services will be held in Memorial Chapel, 
Lincoln Park Cemetery. 

Touro Fraternal Holds 
Dinner and Blood Drive 

Touro Fraternal presents its Installation Dinner of officers and 
board of directors on May 30 at 6:30 p.m. Enjoy a fully catered 
kosher brisket dinner at Touro Hall (members only). Admission is 
$10 or 10 bagel bucks. 

R.S.V.P. for dinner by May 23. CaJJ 785-0066. 

Touro Holds 2nd Annual Blood Drive 

Give blood! Help others! Help yourself! Touro Fraternal will be 
holding its second annual blood drive on May 23 from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Touro Hall. Give a pint and receive five Bagel Bucks. If we 
collect 35 pints, you receive an additional five Bagel Bucks! Please 
help! Call 785-0066. 

Modern Wedding Stories 
fresh and innovative videography 

508.252 .4299 

' 
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Long Meadow, Minyans, and The Fourth of July 

by Al 'Sonny' Resnick 
Will we have enough_ for a 

minyan tonight? This is a ques
tion that-is asked in many syna
gogues on most evenings before 
evening services are about to 
begin. 

I leave my house off Warwick 
Ave., in the Hoxsie section of 
Warwick to purchase stamps 
and mail letters. One mile to 
West Shore Road, turn right to
wards the village of Conimicut 
and I' m on a trip to di s tant 
memories. 

The post office hasn 't 
changed much over the past 65 
years, when our family spent its 
fi r st summer season in 
Conimicut. Roya l Ave, the 
former· Vasa Baking Co., the 
Vet' s Post, Salks Department 
Store where my mother bought 
my first bathing suits. Buildings 
still standing - with different 
tenants, of course. 

I continue on through 
Conimicut, past Shawomet, 
Conimicut Point, to Riverview 
and Longmeadow. Names 
many of our readers can readily 
identify with, I hope. 

The exodus from the city, 
which was a world away, began 

the day after school recessed for 
summer vacation. The boarded 
up cottages and empty streets 
bustled with activity. Our fam
ily owned the last cottage near
est the beach on Whipple Ave. 
A running jump and you were 
in the water. Our next door 
neighbors were the Saltzman 
family, from the Army-Navy 
Store, followed by the Dix fam
ily, Joe Martelli of the Martelli 
Jewelry Co., the Stallmans, the 
Kaufman family, the Weinbergs 
of Weinberg Furriers, and the 
last house was occupied by the 
Weisman famil y. 

Crossing the street, there was 
a la rge Italian family (thei r 
name esca pes me), a lways 
warm and friendly. The 
Goldman family and their six 
children, Ruthie, Albert, Gilbert, 
Davey, Charlotte and Lillian. In 
a converted candy sto re, My 
Uncle Max Halperin, Aunt Sa
rah, and their three children, 
Isaac (also known as Fizzy), 
Ethel and Jea net te. The 
Billingkoffs, followed by the 
Abrams and Justin and his sail
boat. Louis Korn and fa mily, 
and the last house on the street 
belonged to the Schechtmans, 

bail bondsmen and auctioneers. 
I am sure there are some Jewish 
families that lived on our street 
and on the next street, Cady 
Avenue that I have omitted. 

The three lane bowling alleys 
in Longmeadow, the church car
nivals, the fire hose fights be
tween the fire companies, the 
original Scotti's ice cream truck, 
with popsicles and lOt cones. 
Perler 's bakery truck with their 
delicious chocola te covered 
cupcakes, and the fireworks clis
play on Fourth of July on the 
beach, hosted by my father, Sam 
Resnick. 

To daven at a synagogue, the 
nearest being in South Provi
dence, was not even a remote 
possibility, so on any given day, 
a Jewish household would be 
considered as the shul for the 
day. At the time, I was saying 
Kaddish for my fa ther, Sam 
Resnick, of blessed memory, 
who had passed away in Au
gust, 1940. A runner, usually 
myself, was dispatched to notify 
the Jewish families on the street 
where services were being held. 

WiU we have enough for a 
minyan tonight? We most cer
tainly did! 

When Did You Last Pull an AII-Nighter? 
Do It the JTS Way at learn@jts 

If you thought your days of 
staying up all night were long 
past, think again. You can do it 
with a little online help from 
JTS. That's because <learn@j ts> 
makes learning about Shavuot 
so interesting. You' ll be aching 
to participate in all the tradi
tional observances associated 
with this upcoming festival -
including the all -night study 
session at shul! 

JTS chance ll or Isma r 
Schorsch notes that Shavuot, an 
ancient agricultural holiday 
which also celebrates the Isra-

elites receiving the Torah from 
G-d on Mt. Sinai, takes place in 
proximity to the Pentecost, an 
annual rite of spring on the 
Christian calendar which has 
Shavuot as its origin. 

To mark Shavuot, which this 
year begins at sundown on May 
27 <learn@jts> provides a veri
table smorgasbord of informa
tion . Log on to <learn.jtsa.edu / 
sha vuot> for informative a r
ticles written by JTS's renowned 
scholars; Kids' Comer, the place 
to discover fun family projects; 
the unique Bible Cake recipe, 

MORE THAN I 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE. 

R.es1Jen1 
Warren Bubier 

I was going to buy an apartm ent 

e lsewhere, but wh~n I saw 

this bui lding going up , I 

decided to check it out. 

It was a good cho ice since 

my wife needed the skilled 

nursing care that they 
o ffer here. Now I have · 

more socialization than 

I thought I wou ld. 

I can stil l drive to do my 
weekly volunteer work 

at my church and can sti ll 

go walking with my fri ends. 

But if I need help, it is there 

24 hours a day. I even have a ho usekeeper 

and over twenty channels on my TV. Li fe at 

EPOCH offers so much more than I expected. 

/ ~ 

E:PO<Clill 
ASS I STED LIVING 

on Blac kstone Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 02906 

401 -273-6565 
www.epochsl.com 
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filled with such mouth-water
ing ing redients as 1 / 2 cup 
Jud ges, 2 cups Jeremiah, 
chopped, and a p inch of 
Leviticus. (Be su re to check out 
the actual textual references that 
must be read before putting this 
chef d'oeuvre into the oven.) 
Also in a light vein, there is an 
article entitled, "Thou Shalt Eat 
Blintzes," and a column giving 
ad vice on how to stay awake 
during the not-to-be-missed all 
nighter on Sunday. 

Founded in 1886, the Jewish 
Theological Seminary is the aca
demic and spiritual center of Con
servative Judaism, granting under
g raduate, graduate and profes
siona l degrees through its five 
schools and offering enriching pro
grams fo r the Jewish community in 
the United States , Israel and 
around the world . 

Go 

Wh\.H.HARRJS 

Time to Protect 
Your Furs 

♦ Storage ♦ Cleaning 
♦ Repairs ♦ Restyling 

Prayer, Learning, Hilarity 
by Dan iel M. Kimmel 

By profession I'm a movie 
critic, but this review is about 
something clifferent: the annual 
Laymen's Institute at Camp Tel 
Noar. I was first invited to at
tend three years ago and I didn' t 
know what to expect. 

Jewish men, mostly but not 
entirely from Conservative con
gregations, arrived at Camp Tel 
Noar in Hampstead, N.H., on a 
Thursday. For the next three
and-a-half days we listened to 
lectures by that year's two 
scholars-in-residence, attended 
Shacharit, Mincha, and Maariv 
services, and had time for for
mal and informal discussions 
with the scholars and with each 
other. There were sports (soft
ball, ten nis, swim ming) for 
those who wanted, and there 
was ample kosher food for meal 
times and snacks. 

What I didn' t expect, how
ever, was to laugh as much as I 
clid . I don' t think I've laughed 
that much over such a period of 
time since college. The most se
rious lectures might open with 
a joke, every meal featured · 
shtick from the emcee (regional 
Brotherhood legend Burt 
Fischman), and everyone was 
invited to participate in the Sat
urday night talent show. There 
were so many good jokes that 
last year, when the friend who 
first invited me was hospital
ized over the weekend of Tel 
Noar, I filled up a page of notes 
just for the jo~es I wanted to re
member to teU him. The bottom 
line on the Tel Noar experience 
- sometimes forgotten by oth
ers promoting the event - is 
that it is a tremendous amount 
of fun. 

Yes, there's also a lot of learn
ing, too. The scholars might 
teach Talmud or some ancient 
history. Last year an expert on 
liturgical music demonstrated 
how much of the music of our 
service that we think is so " tra
ditional" was actually written 
by a 19th century Viennese can
tor. More than one scholar who 
has experienced Tel Noar has 
eagerly accepted the invitation 
to return. This June, in fact, both 

scholars will be veterans: Dr. 
Ray Scheindlin from the Jewish 
Theo logical Seminary of 
Ame ri ca and Dr. Ben Rav id 
from Brandeis University. 

The services are also interest
ing because the participants run 
them. For those unfamiliar with 
the morning service - particu
larly putting on tefillin - there 
is a separate "Learner 's Min
yan" that is so engaging and in
format ive that even experi 
enced participants go to 1earn 
som ething new. The a tmo
sphere is warm and friendly 

Dr. Ray Scheindlin will be fea
tured at the annual Layman's 
Omsto Institute at Camp Tel 
Noar on June 16-17. 

with newcomers encouraged to 
take part. 

It's a wonderful experience as 
anyone who has attended can 
teU you. A brief article can't be
gin to do it justice. It's held over 
the Father 's Day weekend in 
June because that's when the 
camp is newly staffed but the 
youngsters have not yet arrived. 
Since it's just over the state line 
in New Hampshire, you can 
leave after lunch on Sunday and 
still have a full day with your 
family. Several men even bring 
their sons along for the weekend, 
continuing a family traclition. 

How much of a rave review 
is this? Let's put it this way: as 
a professional writer I rarely 
work for free. However, I vol-

. (Continued on Page 19) 

Temple Emanu-EI Features 
Zamir Chorale of Boston 

On June 10at7p.m. in the Alperin Meeting House, at Temple 
Emanu-El, the annual Benton A. Odessa Meinorial Concert will 
feature the world renowned Zarnir Chorale of Boston. Led by 
their musical director, Professor Joshua Jacobson, Zarnir will 
present a program entitled, "Passport to Jewish Music," fea
turing the best Jewish music from communities around the 
world . The Zamir performed in the Odessa Concert some nine 
years ago to a packed house in the Meeting House. It was a 
thrilling and entertaining evening and Temple Emanu-EI is 
surely in for another musical treat. 

The Zamir Chorale of Boston is a SO-voice choir with an in
terna tional reputation for excellence. Zarnir recently traveled 
to Poland and eastern Europe. Their concertizing and travels 
were captured in the documentary film, "Zamir: Jewish Voices 
Return to Poland," which aired nationally as a PBS special. The 
film was broadcast most recently in December on WGBH2. The 
soundtrack of the documentary has been released in a CD, "The 
Songs Live On." Be sure not to miss this opportunity to hear the 
best in Jewish music. Temple Emanu-El's Temple Choir, Choral 
Oub, and Kol Kesem Youth Choir will be joining Zamir for parts 
of the program. 

Cantor Brian Mayer of Temple Emanu-EI will be the fea
tured soloist for the evening. 

The Odessa Concert is free and open to the public, so be 
sure to arrive early to get a good seat. 

Temple Emanu-El is located at 99 Taft Ave. in Providence. 
Call 331-1616 for· more information. 

... 



Touro Fraternal · to 
Install New Board 

The newly elected officers 
and board members of Touro 
Fraternal Association, the larg
est independent Jewish frater
nal order on the east coast will 
be ins ta lled May 30, a t the 
association's headquarters. 

Six men, representing one
third of the association's board, 
were elected to three-year terms 
and four officers were elected to 
one-year terms at each of the 
association's two lodges. 

Five of the six board mem
bers are incumbents. They are 
Morton Coken, Steven Labush 
and Barry Shaw, all of Warwick; 
Burton Fischman, Providence; 
and Joel Pressman, Cranston . 
Elected to his first term on the 
board is Dr. Aaron Sherman, 
also of Warwick, the retiring 
president of Harmony Lodge·. 

Succeeding Sherm an as 
lodge president is its vice presi
dent for the past two years, Ri
chard Glucksman of Warwick. 
Other lodge officers are Jeffrey 
Davis, Warwick, vice president; 
Richard Land, Warwick, secre-

tary, and Peter Hodosh, Cran
ston, treasurer. 

Jeffrey Gold berg, West 
Warwick, was elected to a sec
ond term as president of Friend
ship Lodge. Serving with him 
will be Steven Dinerman, Cran
s ton, vice president; Ronald 
Berman, Warwick, secretary, and 
Michael Glucksman, Warwick, 
treasurer. 

The installation ceremonies 
will be presided over by install
ing officer Arthur Poulten and 
Master of Ceremonies Robert 
Miller, the chairman and vice 
chairman, respective ly, of 
Touro' s board of director. 

The dinner meeting is open 
to Touro members only. Reser
vations may be made by-calling 
Touro at 785-0066. 

The associa tion's board of 
directors will elect its officers at 
its annual organiza tional meet
ing June 13. 

Touro Fraternal is located at 
45 Rolfe Square, Cranston. For 
more information, ca ll above 
number. 

Ryan Andrew 
Silverman 

Scott and Staci (Resnick) Silverman of 
Somerset, Mass., announce the birth of 
their son, Ryan Andrew Silverman. He 
was born on April 26 in Fall River, Mass. 

Maternal grand parents are Ken and Myrna Resnick of Cran
ston. Paternal grandparents are Bob and Micki Sil verman of 
Warw ick. 

PHDS Holds 5-K Run in 
Memory of David Hassenfeld 

The Providence Hebrew Day School East Side 5-K Run is being 
held in memory of David Hassenfeld, an attorney who brought 
the first Class Action to tri al in Rhode Island and was later dubbed 
"Consumer Crusader" by the Lawyer's Weekly in 1987. He was chief 
architect of the combination of fo ur synagogues into one - Con
gregation Shaare Zedek - and became its president. He was a 
founder of the New England Academy of Torah and served as 
counsel pro bona/ board tnember and chairman of the Education 

. Committee of the Providence Hebrew Day School. 
On June 3, the run will take off from the school at 450 EIIngrove 

Ave., Providence, in two sections: 
9:30 a.m. - Fun Run (or walk) for children under 12 
10 a.m. - 5-K Road Race for adults 
Entry fees (non-refundable) payable before May 25 are $10 for 

children, $15 for adults, $18 race day entry. 
First 200 entrants will receive T-shirts. Walkers are welcome. 

Prizes will be awarded to top fini shers in each category (male and 
female): Junior (18 or under), Open (19 to 39), Masters (40 to 49), 
Seniors (50 to 59), and Veterans (60+). Call (781) 784-0967. 

Family Shabbat Dinner and Yom 
Yerushalayim at The JCC 

The Jewish Community Center. of Rhode Island will be 
holding a Shabbat family dinner on June 1 from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the social ha! L 

Usher in the Sabbath with family and friends! Enjoy a ca
tered, full-course, traditional Shabbat dinner. Participa te in 
Shabbat blessings and songs. 

The cost will be adults $12.50, children 12 and under $7.50. 
Advanced reservations required by May 25. 

Jerusalem Day 

Bring the whole family to Celebrate Israel at the JCCRJ on 
Jerusalem Day- Yorn Yerushalayim on May 21 at 6 p.m. 

There will be an Israeli supper, storytelling and crafts for 
children and li ve music and Israeli dancing with the Netasch 
Band. Tickets are in advance - adul ts $7 and children $5. At 
the door - ad ults $8, children $6. 

The Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island is located 
at 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Call 861-8800. 
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Remembering 'Muddah's' Day 

' 

Top Photo 

(left to right) Lisa 
Bergman, Fred Kuhr, Micki 
Silverman and Bill Sikov in 
" H e llo Mu ddah, Hello 
Faddah" at the JCC. 

Right Phot,o 

(left to r ig h t) Michael 
Mellion, Lisa Bergman and 
Fred Kuhr go Mexican. 

Herald Photos by Jon R11bin 

Council Grants Final Approval to 
Hadassah For Consultative Status 

Hadassah, the Women's Zi
onist Organiza tion of America, 
applauded the recent decision 
by the United Nations Eco
nomic and Social Council to ac
cept the recommendation of its 
Committee on Non-Govern
mental Organiza tions to ap
prove Hadassah for special con
sultative status. !-fadassah ap
plied for this status in 1998, and 
its application was first consid
ered in January 2000, and has 
been reviewed three subsequent 
times. This marks the success
ful completion of the review 
and acceptance process for Ha
dassah so that it can become a 
full y participating member of 
ECOSOC as an NGO. 

Bonnie Lipton, national presi
dent of Hadassah, stated after 
the decision was announced: 

Yom Y'rushalayim 
at The JCCRI 

on May 21 
A day of food and dancing will 

be held at the Jewish Community 
Center on May 21 at 6 p.m. 

The whole family is invited 
to participate in the celebration 
of Jerusalem. For more informa
tion or to R.S.V.P, call 861-8800. 

YOU'Rl UAVING? 
Take time to let us know. Whenever 
and wherever you go, we want you 
to tell us. Tell US - not the Post 

Office. They don'ttell us 
everything, you knowl 

"Today, Hadassah has 
achieved an important milestone 
for our organization, the Jewish 
community, and for Zionism. As 
leaders in the fields of medical 
treatment and research, immi
grant absorption, refugee wel
fare, child rescue, and improving 
the status of women and children, 
we, at Hadassah, are most grati
fied that we will finally be able to 
offer our considerable expertise 
the deliberations and activi ties of 
ECOSOC, and its consti tuent 
bodies, such as the WHO, 
UNICEF, UNESCO, the Commis
sion on the Status of Women and 
the Human Rights Commission. 
We are pleased that, in the end, 
the council currently chose to ac
cept us for membership based on 
the strength of our record of pro
viding humanitarian work to Is
rael, the Middle East, and coun
tries around the world for more 
than 89 years. 

"We consider this application 

and acceptance process a prime 
example of Hadassah's abili ty 
to stay the course when it is in
deed th e right co urse. As 
women and as Jews, we refused 
to be marginalized by our de
tractors. Rather, we chose to fo
cus on our expertise as a vehicle 
for contril5uting to the better
ment of the world, and we re
fused to give up until our ap
pli cation was approved. 

"H ad assah is saddened, 
however, that during the recent 
ECOSOC proceedings, and 
eve n after the NGO Cam
mi ttee' s report was adopted, the 
Palestinians, Syrians, Bahrainis, 
and others continued to insist 
on reiterating the old canard of 
'Zionism equals racism.' We 
hope that through our example 
of medical, educational and en
vironmental work in the Middle 
East and around the world, we 
will change these misguided 
perceptions of Zionism." 

Hot Salsa and Heavy 
Schmoozing at ·The Modern 

Kick Off Memorial Day The Right Way 
On May 24, starting at 7:30 p.m., The J Connection is host

ing a Hot Salsa and Heavy Schmoozing social at The Modern, 
Lansdowne Street, Boston - next to Avalon. 

. The event starts at 7:30 p.m. and fea-
tures an hors d'oeuvres reception, salsa .. -
lessons by Dan and Angela, door prizes ____...,. 
and dancing al night long in the Modern and 
Embassy Nightclubs. The cost is $10 before 8:30 p.m. or $20 
after 8:30 p.m. 

The J Corrnecti on offers high energy socia l even ls and travel 
for Jewish professionals and students in their 20s and 30s. 

For more information go to <www.thejconnection.co1n> or 
call (617) 312-5410. 
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Lag B'Omer 

by Moshe Chaim Levy 
My wife N a tan Yah a nd I 

were two amongst the throng of 
nea rly 200,000 religious Jews 
who swarmed to Mt. Meron last 
week in Israel's northern Gali
lee, across a beautiful green val
ley from Tsfat, the ancient ci ty 
in whlch we li ve. 

Thi s mi xed multitud e o f 
Eastern, Afri can and Chassidic 
Jews who bussed in from all 
over the country and parts be
yond, ca m e o nl y fo r the 24 

· hours of tumultuous festivi ties 
mysterious ly surround ing the 
grave-site of the 1st century sage 
an d mystic, Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai. Th at day, the 33rd day 
after Passover or Lag B'Omer as 
it' s known, is the Ya rtzeit of 
Rabbi Shimon, the reported au
thor of the Sefer Zohar or Book 

. of Splendor, Judaism's premier 
book of Kaballah . The Zohar is 
not a work of superstition (al
though many who would read 
it are superstitious by nature), 
but con ta ins many allegories 
and secret teachings about the 
Torah, written in a metaphoric 
and no n- litera l langu age of 
metaphysics. The Zohar and its 
author have lots of fans, as last 
Thu rsday night would attes t. 

I trunk that my nature-lovin g 
w ife would have loved Mt. 
Meron on any other d ay. But 
rowdy, rude and unruly mobs 
are not her scene, and the beau
tiful moonlit view and moun
tainous forested countryside 
was lost among the smoke and 
blinding glare of 1000 watt flood 
lights in th._, rug ht. 

I' m Ame ri can-born and 
r a ised . I d o n ' t mind no isy 
crowd s a nd I am an av id 

people-watcher who enjoys the 
opporturu ty to catch so many 
var ied a nd unus u a l p eople 
swarmjng together fo r so many 
d ifferent reasons on thls strange 
holiday. Every shnorer in Israel, 
many with megaphones, were 
crying out to receive donations 
to their particular institutions or 
projects, in the name of Rabbi 
Shimon (which would assur
edly aid hls Soul in hls Aliyah 
that day). Flocks of Chassidim 
were p ac ked tightl y aro und 
their Rebbes, awaiting to receive 
an y p recious gem of wisdom 
that may p ierce the din a nd 
reach their eager ears. Moroc
cans slaughtered sheep for bar
becues and played sefardi m u-

sic together in impromptu con
structed tent-homes, complete 
with dining room, beds and re
fri gerator. 

There was more. Dealers sold 
every imaginable cheap trinket, 

w hil e ch aritable individuals 
and orgaruzations gave away 
cups of sweetened coffee and 
tea, or grape juice, cakes, can
d ies and gum. P roud fa thers 
bearing scissors s tood on the 
road side, awai ting to h onor 
passing scholars and tzaddikim, 
by asking them to cut a lock of 
baby-fine hair from their 3-year
old son's head, carefully leaving 
the peyot, or sidelocks. Mem
bers of the Breslov off-shoot, the 
Na Nach Nachmen, danced ec
s tatica ll y before a gigantic 
poster of their 111 year o ld 
Rabbi, Israel of Odessa (now 
deceased, but never looked a 
day over 102). When he was a 
young man, he miraculously 

received a persohal letter, hld
den between the pages a d usty 
book, from Rebbe Nachman of 
Breslov - about a 100 years af
ter he had died . The mail was 
real slow in Eastern Europe. 

Pur~hase your roundtrip tickets by May 31 and 
depart between July 14 and September 23, 2001 

$829 
$899 
$939 
$999 

NONSTOP FROM 
JFK AND NEWARK 

FROM CHICAGO 

FROM MIAMI AND ORLANDO 

FROM Los ANGELES 
OR $1049 
NONSTOP 

$120 surcharge per ticket between June 22 through July 13, 2001 
A child's fare is only 75% of an adult ticket 

To reserve a flight, .ciiii EL AE"atS00-~00 6f~i2-1iiaJ200.%Aitra• ;~riced 5"'1ighl 
hotel (iaekages or a 7-day car ferltal with ilnlmlte'd m~~age canoe &mbin ?se low airfares. " 
· Forpacka~, call ELAL atJJ00-8- AL SUN.Or can youfJravtJ' agent . P<\O\il98$, 

• , ··❖ • • • ~ • .-:>~, . ,, ,x *-":❖;-~-; :< o,;,:,,oi:: • -

ISRAEL EL7»"AL7NZ' 
N o ONE BELONGS H ERE MORE n-tAN You It's not just an airlin e. It's Israel. 

www.elal .com 
Pr.::es aie lor coach class on certain ft.;Jhts and must beld:eled within 72 hrs of confirmed reservalion. Ttkels valid 6-30 days. "30¾ saWlgs based on Super 
Apex laJe. CancelLltioo & chaoge penalres appt-,,. $55.00 applbble tax flOI ioclixloo. El AL resei-ws the right lo cancel promotion. Olher restrdions may appi'f. 

All these, and many other 
personalities and events sur
round thls day, thls man, and 
hls book of kaballah. 

Th e word "kabal" means to 
" receive," either fro m a teacher 
to a student, as in the passing 
along of an ora l tradition, o r 
even more d irectly, from the 
Universe Itself. 

The teach ings of kaba ll ah 
may best be summed up as a 
provocation to experience the 
underlying perfect, simple One
ness of Creation. I say "provoca
tion," as in a "calling"; to experi
ence - first hand, not as related 
by another from someone else. 
The "perfect, simple Oneness of 
Creation" is only now beginrung 

to be grasped by theoretical phys
ics. Everything is connected. Two 
gentlemen won the Nobel Prize 
fo r science recently for proving 
tha t the Universe m ore " re
sembles a giant single thought or 
idea," rather than the Newtoruan 
model of a clock-work mecha
nism. 

Of course, I' m not•a physicist, 
so I can only understand that on 
my terms. I' m an artist and a 
student 0£ Judaism and a great 
fan of the wondrous crea tion 
around me, and of course, it's 
Creator. I notice that throughout 
my life, the Goodness or "G-d
ness" available to me, is limited 

only by my inabili ty to be Open 
to it al l, to receive from a Boun
tiful U ru verse. 

Did you ever get the feeling 
t~at the world is trying to tell 
you something? Do events or 
coincidences in your life often 
seem to have some kind of un
derlying theme? Does the sight 
of a stunning sunset "ch arge 
yo u up" and fill yo u wi th a 
sense of Awe tha t lasts for 
hours? When you pray, do you 
sometimes fee l like your words 
have o pened a door an d 
reached somewhere? Such ex
periences could be a "calling" to 
pay a ttentio n an d receive a 
u ru que message mean t espe
cially for you. 

And that's what I think those 
tens of thousands of people were 
doing at Meron on that special 
day- Receiving. Receiving bless
ings, money, food, guests, and 
the mystical teachings surround
ing the man, his book, and the 
G-d who inspired him. 

Happy Ho~~aJ' 

Moshe Chaim Levy lives in Tsfa t 
in Israel's north. If you have any 
questions or comments (which may 
be used as the topic for upcoming 
articles), please con tact him at 
<;McLevy36@hotmail .com>, or 
write a letter to the edi tor of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald . 

An Ensemble From the 
Klezmer Conservatory Band 

Performs at SAGE Concert June 5 
Som etimes soulful, some

times joyous, always mesmeriz
ing ... the ever-popular music of 
an Ensemble from the Klezmer 
Conserva tory Band will enter
tain the audience at the SAGE 
concert on June 5, at 12:30 p.m. 
a t Temple Emanu-El, 99 Taft 
Ave. in P rov idence. The en 
semble provides a lively pro
gram that in vites listeners to 
d ance, tap their feet, clap their 
hands and participate in the 
celebra tory a tmosphere they 
create. 

Many will be familiar with 
the fea tured voca li st, Jud y 
Bess le r, who is a fo unding 
member of the Klezmer Conser
va to ry Band . A n a tive New 
Yorker, Bressler is a third gen
era tion entertainer who has per
form ed with Itzhak Perlman 
and Joel Grey, and is known 
both across the country and in
ternationally. She teaches and 

leads Yiddish song and dance, 
plays tambourine and a tradi
tional style drum and cymbal 
called a "poyk." Audiences in
va ri ably respond enthusiasti
cally to her animated perfo r
mances, superb vocal talents, 
gift for telling the story of the 
music and her sense of humor. 

Another popular and inte
gral performer in the ensemble, 
clarin etist Ilene Stahl, has re
ceived rave reviews for both her 
technical artistry and her abil
ity to communicate with her 
audience. The ensemble also 
includes Art Ba iley, a master of 
the pian o and accord ian, bass
is t Jim Guttmann, trombonist 
Ma rk Hamil ton a nd Grant 
Smith on drums. 

Tickets are $3 each; the con
cert is open to all seniors who 
wish to at tend. For tickets or 
information, call Jewish Family 
Service at 331-1244. 



--· -----~----.,---
THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2001 - 11 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
JCCRI Elects New Board, Bids 

Farewell to Vivian Weisman 
Mother's Day 

Celebration at EPOCH 
by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

Many sizable events were 
brought up and tossed about at 
this year's Jewish Community 
Center's 2001 annu al report 
meeting, but one event in par
ticular stole the show - the an-

Night, whjch would follow up 
the wide ly successfu l Ren
aissance Night that occurred 
last November. 

President Leach commented 
on the mission of the JCCRI and 
gave prajse to programs such as 
daycare and meals on wheels, 

edges "aren't glamorous." Nev
ertheless, he said, "These are 
important ' [activities] ... If we 
don' t do them, no one in our 
community would do them." 

Volunteer recognition 
awards were given to Wendy 
Bowers, Karen Gelade, Sheila 
Kaplan, Don Kieffer, Melissa 
Labrecque, Bruce Phillips, 
Anneke Pilavin, Deborah 
Rosenfeld, Sara Rozenberg and 
Jeffrey Vogel. 

Rabbi Alvan Kaunfer of 
Temple Emanu-El officially in
stalled the slate of officers and 
directors for the year 2001-2002. 
They are: 

2001-2002 Slate of Officers: 
Presid ent, Bruce A. Leach; 

first vice president, Jenny Klein; 
vice president, Douglas 
Emanuel; vice president, Cindy 
Feinstein; vice president, Paul 
Formal; vice president, Bertram 
Lederer; vice president, Rose 
Mossberg Malkin; treasurer, Jef
frey Vogel; secretary H arley 
Frank; and associate secretary, 
Deborah Rosenfeld . 

Slate of Directors for a three year 
term: 

Daniel Kaplan, Laurq 
Memoff, Linda Mittleman, Rj
chard Mittleman, Barba ra 
Schneider, Gerald Shapiro, Tma 
Odessa, and Pamela Vogel. 

by Seth T. Bromley 
EditoriaJ Assistant 

On May 11, EPOCH Assisted 
Living on the East Side held its 
Mother's Day celebration, with 
entertmnment ably provided by 
the Providence Civic Senior Or
chestra. The orchestra, con
ducted by Vito Saritelli, played 
old favorites from Cole Porter 
and Frankie Carl while those in 
attendance snacked on gourmet 
desserts such as creme brulee 
and strawberry shortcake. The 
event was well attended by resi
dents along with their children, 
and also included some mem
bers of the staff and their moth
ers. 

The Mother 's Day celebra
tion was just one of the multi
tude of activities that are sched-

uled during the month of May, 
including poetry readings, Tai 
Chi classes and on May 31, the 
Seruor Health and Fitness Day, 
according to Betsy Ventresca, 
regional director of marketing. 
Many of EPOCH's events are 
open to the commuruty as well . 

EPOCH Assisted Living on 
the East Side, which opened 
about one year ago, is located 
at 1 Butler Ave., Providence. 
EPOCH also has locations in 
Lincoln and on Blackstone Av
enue. For its Jewish residents, 
EPOCH provides kosher meals 
and weekly trips to Temple 
Beth-El for Shabbat services. For 
more information about EP
OCH or its programs, call Mar
keting Director Michele Babbit 
at 275-0282. 

ALAN H. LITWIN presents Karen Gelade with her volunteer 
recognition award. 

Slate of Directors for a two-year 
term is Debra Page. 

"The JCC," Rabbi Kaunfer 
remarked, "has chosen its lead
ership wisely." nual meeting was the last one programs which he acknowl

in which Executive Director 
Vivian Weisman would be pre
siding. Weisman announced 
months ago her decision to re
linquish her role as d1rector, and 
on June 30 she will step down 
after seven years at that posi
tion. Weisman was thanked by 
practically every speaker in an 
evening filled with jokes, laugh
ter and appreciation. 

Bruce Leach, president of the 
JCCRI, remarked, "Vivian has 

JCC TREASURER Cindy Fein
stein. She was later elected 
Vice President. -

been the conscience of this 
place, reminding it of its mis: 
sion." Weisman responded by 
saying that "It has been my 
privilege to work with thfa fine 
staff." She also thanked the 
dedicated volunteers for their 
tireless efforts in "making this 
place what it is." 

The event was chaired by 
Stacey and Douglas Emanuel. 
The two spoke about the rosy 
nature of this year's financial 
surplus, as well as plans for an
other excit in g Renaissance 

VIVIAN WEISMAN, accepting a gift at the JCCRI's 76th 
anniversay meeting. Herald photos by Jon Rubitt 

EPOCH residents are treated to dessert at the Mother's Day lun
cheon. Herald photo by Seti, Bromley 

JCCRI Staff Attend 
AJCP Conference 

Four staff members from the Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode I sl and recently attended the Partnerships 2001 Mort 
Goldman Conference in New York. Susan Connor, director of Early 
Childhood; Lisa Cournoyer, health and physical education fitness 
director; Charli Lurie, director of Children, Youth and Camp; and 
Lyn Schaffer, membership director, networked with more than 100 
fellow professionals from the New England and Northeast regions 
of the Association of Jewish Center Professionals. 

Whlle keynote addresses focused on "Partnerships for Strate
gic Alliance" and "Thriving on Chaos and Change," the interac
tive workshops dealt with such topics as how technology ajds 
partnerships, creating collaborative relationships in your commu
ruty, and negotiation skills and conflict resolution. -

FUR STORAGE BY FUR EXPERTS 
W"A\..H.HARRIS Wm. H. Harris has been servicing the needs of discriminating fur customers since 

1908. They offer New England's newest, most scientific storage vaults, an experienced 
staff or fur experts dedicated to your needs and free pickup and delivery by our own, 
courleous drivers. For storage, cleaning, reconditioning, repairs, restyle and redesign 
at low summer rates, call (401) 821-6000 or (800) 422-FURS. Ir you prefer, bring in 
your fur to our salon. 

New E11g/a11d's Largest Exclusive Furriers 
Since 1908 

641 Bald HI Rd., Warwick. RI 
Daily J0-6, Thurs. 'til 9 

821-6000 800-422-FURS 
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Once Upon a Time ... 
Rep. David N. Cicilline (D-Dist. 4) of Providence and Paw

tucket reads a story to third-graders at the Vartan Gregorian 
School of Fox Point, Providence, during Reading Week in the 
schools. The annual program brings celebrities and officials, like 
Rep. Cicilline, into the schools to emphasize to young students 
the importance and enjoyment of reacting. 

Photo courtesy of Rep. David N. Cicilline 

Hot New Food Festival 
Comes to Providence 

One of the hottest food des
tinations in the country as of 
late, Providence has added a 
spectacular new food festival to 
its line-up - the Federal Hill 
Stroll. Once a highly successful 
private event produced by the 
Providence Warwick Conven
tion and Visitors Bureau, the 
festival goes public this year on 
June 5 from 5 to 8 p.m. Spon
sored by Rhode Island Monthly, 
the PWCVB has also joined 
forces w ith the Providence 
Tourism Council, the Rhode Is
land Hospitality and Tourism 
Association, and the Federal 
Hill Commerce Association to 
produce this year's Stroll. 

Una sera indimenticabile! 
"An unforgettable eveajng" be
gins at DePasquale Square on 
Atwells Avenue, where guests 
will receive a map of the host 
establishments, a Stroll button 
and two drink coupons for the 
$15 price of admission. After 
that, it's all you can eat! Mange 
bene! Stroll the Hill as partici
pating shops and restaurants 
open their doors, offering 
samples of their most delicious 

signature cuisine and fine prod
ucts, from the Italian and Medi
terranean cuisine for which 
"Little Italy" got its name, to 
Caribbean, Indian, New En
glan1 seafood and more. 

"Given Providence's growing 
reputation as a food destination, 
it only makes sense that we cel
ebrate one of the city's hottest 
dining spots with Federal Hill 
Stroll," said Jim Wood, president 
and CEO of th~ Providence 
Warwick Convention and Visi
tors Bureau. "Guests will have 
the opportunity to experience 
the cultural treasures of Federal 
Hill first-hand , enjoying their 
favorite dining establishments 
or discovering new ones." 

Some of the participating es
tablishments are: Blue Grotto, 
Cafe Dolce Vi ta, Caserta Pizze
·ria, Cassarino's, Eclectic Grille, 
Garbolino's, Gracie's Bar and 
Grille, Montego Bay on the Hill, 
Plaza Grille, Providence Oyster 
Bar, Ronzio Pizza, Scialo Broth
ers Bakery, Walter's La Locanda 
Del Coccia, and more! 

For more information, visit 
<www.ProvidenceCVB.com>. 

RIF Commits $1. 1 Million Enrich 
Lives of Children, Families 

Rhode Island's 40,231 children who live in poverty, 36 percent 
of whom are under the age of 6, are the .target of many of The 
Rhode Island Foundation's recently approved "Children and Fami
lies" grants. In its first gran tmaking session of 2001, the 
Foundation's Board of Directors approved Children and Families 
grants by the end of May. 

The largest grant was awarded to Rhode Island Kids Count, 
which annually provides information on child well-being, such as 
the statistics above, through its annual Factbook. This children's 
policy organization will use its $100,000 award to continue its work 
to improve the health, education, safety, and economic well-being 
for the state's 225,000 children. 

The Rhode Island Foundation was founded in 1916 and is one 
of the nation's largest and oldest charitable organizations serving 
a specific geographic community. Visit <www.rifoundation.org>. 

vAv Handcrafted 
¥ Wooden Judaica 

Unique and Affordable 
(401) 739-2140 

www.guthrieweb.com/reshon 

New JFK Exhibit to Celebrate 
U.S.-Latin American Friendship 

The John F. Kennedy Library 
and Museum will open a spe
cial exhibit on May 26 to help 
mark the 40th anniversary of 
the creation of the Alliance for 
Progress and commemorate 
President Kennedy's commit
ment to improved relations be
tween the United States and the 
countries of Latin America. The 
new exhibit - "John F. 
Kennedy and Latin America" -
will run through Sept. l. 

The Alliance for Progress -
"Alianza para el Progreso" -
was described by President 
Kennedy as "a vast cooperative 
effort, unparalleled in magni
tude and nobility of purpose, to 
satisfy the basic needs of the 
American people for homes, 
work and land, hea lth and 
schools- techo, trabajo y tierra, 
salud y escuela." The Alliance 
for Progress initiative focused 
on maintaining democratic gov
e rnment, on industrial and 
agrarian development, and on 
more equitable distribution of 
wealth. 

The Kennedy Library exhibit 
will feature documents, photo
graphs, works of art, and per
sonal memorabilia that exem
plify the warm relationship 
President Kennedy enjoyed 
with many Latin Amer~can 
leaders and the esteem in which 
John and Jacqueline Kennedy 

were held by the people of Latin 
America. 

The initial reference to the 
Alliance for Progress by John F. 
Kennedy was in a n Oct. 18, 
1960, campaign speech in 
Tampa, Fla. The program was 
officially launched on March 13, 
1961, in front of the .Ambassa
dors from Latin America in the 
East Room of the White House. 
The speech was broadcast in 
Spanish, Portuguese, French 
and English throughout the 
hemisphere by the Voice of 
America. 

To the assembled Latin 
America Diplomatic Corps, 
President Kennedy said, "Our 
unfulfilled task is to demon
strate to the entire world that 
man's unsatisfied aspiration for 
economic progress and social 
justice can best be achieved by 
free men working within a 
framework of democratic insti
tutions." 

"Let us once again transform 
the American continent into a 
vast crucible of revolutionary 
ideas and efforts - a tribute to 
the power of the creative ener
gies of free men and women -
an example to all the world that 
liberty and progress walk hand 
in hand," President Kennedy 
said. 

The John F. Kennedy Library 
and Museum is open daily 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. The museum is 
closed Thanksgiving, Christ
mas, and New Year's Day. Gen
eral admission to the museum's 
permanent exhibition on John F. 
Kennedy is $8 for adults; $6 for 
seniors an students; $4 for chil
dren ages 13 to 17; and free ad
mission for children ages 12 and 
under. The John F. Kennedy Li
brary and Museum is located 
off Morrissey Boulevard, next to 
UMass Boston' s campus. There 
is free shuttle service to the Li
brary from the JFK / UMass T 
Stop on the Red Line. Parking 
is free. The museum is fully 
handicapped access ible. For 
more information, call (877) 616-
4599 or visit the library's web 
page at <www.jfklibrary.org>. 

The John F. Kennedy Library 
and Museum is a presidential 
library administered by the Na
tional Archives and Records 
Aministration and supported, 
in part, by the John F. Kennedy 
Library foundation, a non-profit 
organization. The Kennedy Li
brary and the Kennedy Library 
Foundation seek to promote, 
through educational and com
munity programs, a greater ap
preciation and understanding 
of American politics, hi story, 
and culture, the process of gov
erning and the importance of 
public service. 
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Newport Used Boat Show to 
Be Held May 18 to 20 

There is a record number of 
boats, a silent nautical auction, 
and fun on the "dock-et" at the 
upcoming Newport Used Boat 
Show. 

The 27th Newport Used Boat 
Show will take place May 18 
from 4 to 8 p.m. (Nautical Auc
tion 6:30 to 8 p.m.), May 19 from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and May 20 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Newport Yachting Center on 
America 's Cup Avenue in 
downtown Newport, R.I., It 
promises bargain hunters more 
boats from which to choose 
than ever before. What's be
come a traditional sign of the 
start of the season for experi
enced and new boaters alike, 
this year's show features hun
dreds of previously owned 
boats and demos, new and old 
equipment and accessories, a 
silent auction, a seminar series, 
demonstrations, related service 
information, giveaways and 
programs for the children. 
. The show highlights a wide 
range of powerboats, sailboats, 
multihulls and dinghies, from 7' 
to approximately 50', displayed 
by brokers, dealers and private 
sellers in the water and on trail
ers. Some of the boats featured 
this year will include a Custom 
Contest 48', a J47', a Bavaria 37', 
a Sabre 28' and a 15' Aluminum 
Custom Cruiser offered by 
Larry Brown, a long-time con
tributing writer to Cruising 
World magazine. Other manu
facturers which will be promi
nently represented at the show 
are Bertram, Hunt Hulls, Little 
Harbors, Luhrs, Rampage, Re
gal and Robalo. Boat prices will 

range from a few hundred dol
lars to $300,000 and up. 

In addition to the boats, there 
will be plenty of other show fea
tures, including a Silent· Nauti
cal Auction on Friday night 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. which will 
benefit Hospice Care of Rhode 
Island, the official show charity. 
Some of the many items will 
include four signed, numbered 
and framed William Bond 
prints, a kayak courtesy of Bob's 
Sea & Ski in New Bedford, 
Mass., area · dining gift certifi
cates and a Newport Interna
tional Boat Show gift package. 

Industry experts wi ll take 
part in a seminar series on Sat
urday and Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Attendees are encour
aged to check the seminar 
schedule at the show. 

Cobra Kayaks and Bob's Sea 
& Ski wi ll also host a number of 
free kayak demons trations 

throughout the show. Cobra 
Kayaks are the premiere kayaks 
for boaters. Those 7' to 11 ' long 
recreational sit-on-tops are 
light, forgiving, stable and easy 
to board from a boat or from 
water. They tow like a dingy or 
fit on a swim platform. 

A children's center with a 
theme designed to coincide 
with National Safe Boating 
Week (May 20 to 26), will fea
ture coloring books, posters and 
stickers that encourage safety 
on the water. 

Admission to the Newport 
Used Boat Show is $6 for adults 
and free for children under 12 
when accompanied by an adult. 
Attendees can obtain $1 off ad
mission coupons by visiting 
<www.newportusedboatshow. 
com>. For more information or 
to display a boat in the show, 
cal l the Newport Exhibition 
Group at 846-1115. 
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FEATURE 
Medical Billing Job Scams America's Interiors 

Competition For Creative 
Decorating With Paint 

"Earn $$$ helping doctors. 
Process medical claims from 
home. $20-$40 potential per 
hour. Computer and modem re
quired. We train." 

The classified ad looked like 
the perfect set-up for a 
Cloverdale, Ind., man: He could 
earn good money working at 
home so he could care for his 
three children and sick wife. He 
called a toll-free number and 
heard that for $377, he would get 
everything he needed to launch 
a lucrative work-at-home medi
cal billing busines~, including 
the computer software program 
and the names of doctors who 
wanted the service. If he wasn't 
completely satisfied, he could re
turn the package within 30 days 
for a full refund. . 

As it turned out, the Hoosier 
wasn't satisfied with the plan. 
And he wasn't alone. Nearly 
300 people have complained to 
the Federal Trade Commission 
and other government agencies 
and consumer protection orga
nizations about one such medi
cal billing promoter. 

According to the FTC, the 
consumer victims paid from 
$325 to $495 for a program that 
advertised far more than it de
livered. For example, the con
sumer protection agency said, 
although the ads claimed that 
users could make as much as 
$50,000 a year working from 
home, "most didn't make a 
nickel." 

Stephen Gurwitz, an attor
ney with the FTC, says that 
when the would-be workers 
called for more details, they 
were told that they would get 
the name of at least one doctor 
w h o was in the market for 
medical billing services. 

"They got an out-of-date da
tabase of doctors who had never 
asked for the service," he says, 
"plus a sample letter to use to 
find their own clients. The 
money-back guarantee was 
barely worth the paper it was 
written on. Only a few people 
got a refund, and that was after 
repeated phone calls to the com
pany, or complaints to their 
credit card companies or gov
ernment agencies and con
sumer groups." 

Gurwitz calls work-at-home 
scams one of the oldest forms 
of classified advertising fraud. 
Often, he says, the scammers 
solicit consumers through clas
sified ads in the Help Wanted 
section of loca l newspapers 
throughout the country, and in 
"giveaway" shoppers' guides. 
But many of the fraud promot
ers are turning to the Internet to 
deceive consumers. 

Medical billing business op
portunities are typical of the 
work-at-home schemes touted 
in the classifieds. They promise 
that consumers can earn sub
stantial income, either full or 
part-time, and that no selling or 
experience is required . The ads 
direct consumers to call a toll
free number for more informa
tion. 

What they don't say is that 
the information is part of a high
pressure sales pitch that prom
ises big bucks for a small invest
ment," Gurwitz says. "But the 
chances of making the money 
claimed processing medical 
claims are slim to none, espe
cially for a person with little or 
no medical experience and no 
connection to any doctors." 

Since 1996, the FTC has 
brought nine cases against 

R.I. Police Officers and 
Firefighters Hit The Streets 

For Special Olympics 
Police, firefighters and cor

rectional officers hope to 
achieve their goal to raise more 
than $60,000 for the 2001 Law 
Enforcement Torch Run for Spe
cial Olympics Rhode Island 
through the sale of T-shirts, in 
addition special events and cor
porate donations, according to 
Torch Run co-directors, Chief 
Jamie Hainsworth from the 
Glocester Police Department 
and Sgt. Bob Eaton from the 
Smithfield Police Department. 

In preparation of the 2001 
Special Olympics Rhode Island 
Torch Run, approximately 1,600 
T-shirts have been ordered, 
which are available by contact
ing your local police department 
or firefighter agency. The gray 
color T-shirt features a full color 
Special Olympics Rhode Island 
Torch Run logo over the heart. 
The back of the shirt has a list of 
2001 Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Torch Run sponsors and the top 
four police departments and top 
four fire departments, who 
raised the most monies in 2000. 

The 2000 Specia l Olympics 
Rhode Island Torch Run raised 
more than $30,000. 

"We are grateful to the police, 
firefighters and corrections of
ficer~ involved with the Torch 
run, who give so much time to 
impact our fund-rai sing and 

public awareness efforts," says 
Michael McGovern, executive 
director of Special Olympics 
Rhode Island. "The.y are a dedi
cated group of individuals who 
demonstrate a true commit
ment to the athletes who "in
spire greatness." 

On June 1, police, firefighters 
and correctional officers will 
carry the Flame of Hope across 
the state, culminating with the 
lighting of the cauldron to offi
cially open the 2001 SORI State 
Summer Games to be held at the 
University of Rhode Island on 
June 1, 2 and 3. The 100-mile run 
will consist of five different legs 
that will involve more than 300 
individuals representing more 
than 30 communities across the 
state of Rhode Island. 

For information or sponsor
ship opportunities of the 2001 
Special Olympics Rhode Island 
Law Enforcement Torch Run, call 
Tracy Garabedian, development 
assistant at Special Olympics 
Rhode Island at 823-7411, ext. 21. 

The Law Enforcement Torch 
is an international event to raise 
money· for Special O lympics, 
which provides year-round 
sports training and competition 
for more than 1 million children 
and adu lts who have mental 
retardation or a closely related 
developmental disability. 

medical billing scams, includ
ing four in 2000 alone. Yet, 
Gurwitz says, as quickly as 
these companies are put out of 
business, others appear to take 
their place. 

The FTC works for the con
sumer to prevent fraudulent, 
deceptive and unfair business 
practices in the marketplace and 
to provide information to help 
consumers spot, stop and avoid 
them. To file a complaint, or to 
get free information on any of 
150 consumer topics, call toll
free (877) FTC-HELP, (877) 382-
4357), or use the complaint form 
at <www.ftc.gov>. The FTC en
ters Internet, telemarketing, and 
other fraud-relate_d complaints 
into Consumer Sentinel, a se
cure, online database available 
to hundreds of civil and crimi
nal law enforcement agencies 
worldwide. 

Cranston Senior 
Guild Installation 

Luncheon 
The annual installation lun

cheon will be held at noon on 
June 6 at the Venus DeMilo in 
Swansea, Mass. According to 
chairperson Mal Ross, popular 
comedian and accordianist Mel 
Simons will be the guest enter
tainer. Raffle and door prizes 
will be distributed. Installation 
of officers and the board of di
rectors will be officiated by 
Rhode Island Attorney General 
Sheldon Whitehouse. For reser
vations, send a check for $16 per 
person to Mal Ross, 115 
Marbury Ave., Pawtucket, RI 
02860, or call 723-8580. 

Hope High School 
Class of 1945 

Reunion 
The Hope High School class 

of June 1945 will hold its 56-year 
reunion on July 15 at the 
Barnsider's Mile & A Quarter, 
372 S. Main St., Providence, RI., 
at 12:30 p.m. 

For further information, call 
831-3083, 942-0385 or 433-0680. 

<Pa intquality.com> an
nounces a colorful new contest 
designed for painting contrac
tors, decorators, architects and 
do-it-yourse lfers . Called 
America's Inte riors Painting 
Project Contest, each month, the 
most interesting home decorat
ing projects using color and 
painting techniques will 
have their projects featured 
in America's Interiors Gal
lery, an online exhibition of 
winning color and design. 

For Best of the Year 
awards, a panel of judges will 
screen entries of all the monthly 
finalists. First place winner will 
be awarded a Nikon Cool Pix 
Camera. Second place receives 
a one-year subscription to Archi
tectural Digest Magazine. Third 
place wins a one-year subscrip
tion to Classic American Homes 
Magazine. 

Grand prize winners will 
also have their projects profes
sionally photographed and fea
tured in PQl Magazine. Wmners 
in the yearly competition will be 
announced Dec. 1 and 
<Paintquality.com> reserves the 
right to use submitted images 
for promotional and educa-

tional purposes. 
Entries for America's In
teriors Painting Project 

Contest should be 
submitted by photo
graphic image, no 

more than six photos 
per project. No more than one 
entry per month is permitted, 
and detail photos, to help dem
onstrate painting techniques, 
may be used. 

For complete details, rules 
and contest application forms, 
entrants can simply go online: 
<www.paintquality.com>. 

Caring Families Sought To 
Host Exchange Students 

Caring families are being 
sought to host ~igh school ex
change students from more than 
23 countries, it was announced 
recently by the American Inter
cultural Student Exchange, Inc. 
This year will be the 20th anni
versary of AISE' s exchange pro
gram and as more and more 
overseas students hear of the 
AISE program, AISE is commit
ted to finding more and more 
caring families. Students arrive 
in August to li ve with their 
American host families and at
tend the local high school for the 
2001-2001 school year. These 
eager young students, between 
15 and 18 years of age, are com
ing to the United States to learn 
about America and the Ameri
can way of life while sharing 
their culture with their host fami
lies, friends and schools. 

"G lobal unity begins at 
home," commented Anne Ring, 
president of AISE, "The friend
ships that develop during the 
year between students :md host 

families are usually lifelong. 
They do not lose touch with each 
other. When something impor
tant happens, a wedding for ex
ample, students often come back 
to visit their student in his or her 
home country and have lifelong 
friendships with the student's 
entire family. These bonds are 
the foundation for international 
understanding." 

Students speak English, have 
their own spending money, 
medical insurance and are ex
cited about becoming a part of 
an American family. Prospec
tive host families are inter
viewed by an AISE program 
representative and assisted 
with the selection of their stu
dent. Host families provide 
housing, food and a family at
mosphere for the student. 

Call AISE' s toll free number 
at (800) SIBLING or visi t the 
AISE Web site at <www. 
aise.com> to learn more about 
the benefits of hosting an ex
change student. 

Rep. Cicilline Urges Support 
For Providence Aid Hike 

Saying that it makes great sense to invest in success, Rep. David N. Cicilline (D-Dist. 4) of 
Providence and Pawtucket recently urged the House Committee on finance to provide $22.6 
million more in aid to education to the capital city than the $161 million proposed by the gover
nor. 

Rep. Cicilline was one of several individuals testifying before the Finance Committee in sup
port of a btd from Providence School Superintendent Diana Lam for more state financial sup
port to press ahead with the many initiatives already underway in classrooms intended to raise 
the quality of instruction and the performance of students. 

"Important steps have been taken in Providence schools," said Rep. Cicilline. "The incredible 
partnership of state, city, union,' labor, and businesses is already driving city schools toward 
verifiable success. This positive momentum needs to be supported and nurtured and the infu
sion of more state money will be a wise investment for our children - in Providence and around 
the state." 

Rep. Cicilline said the old adage-" As Providence goes, so goes the state" - applies equally 
to quality of education as it does to economic development. Because Providence has nearly 20 
percent of the state's school-age population, a hike in test scores in the capital city will hike test 
score numbers statewide. 

One of the most exciting points of Lam's presentation, said Rep. Cicilline, was her expecta
tion to raise $10 million in private foundation and grant money for the public schools. As a 
result, Rep. Cicilline called on the Finance Committee to match dollar for dollar any money 
raised from the private sector. 

"This is extraordinarily good public policy to encourage school districts to search aggres
sively for new sources of revenue to provide additional support for our public schools. In this 
regard, Ms. Lam is truly a pioneer," he said. 
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e ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Trinity Rep Ends Season on 

Comedic Note With 'Art' 
Yasmina Reza's Tony Award

winning play," Art," closes Trin
ity _Rep's 2000-2001 season on a 
comedic high. Running May 18 
through July 1, in the Down
stairs Theater, the play features 
an all-star cast of Trinjty Rep 
veteran actors - Timoth y 
Crowe, Fred Sullivan Jr., and 
Dan Welch; and is directed by 
Leonard Foglia (Tony-winrung 
Broadway production of "Mas
ter Class"), who is returning to 
Trinity Rep as guest director af
ter eight years, where he di
rected "Lips Together, Teeth 
Apar t" and "The H e idi 
Chrorucles." The production is 
sponsored by the National Cor
porate Theatre Fund." Art" tick
ets are now on sale at the Trin
ity Rep box office. For tickets, 
call 351-4242. 

"Art" is the story of three best 
friends. When one of them 
drops a small fortune on a sur
prising piece of contemporary 
art, their lifelong friendship is 
turned upside down. 

"Basically, this play is about 
friendship. While it's a constant 
in our lives, it's amazing that so 
few plays deal with it. But ' Art' 
takes this fundamental and es
sential component of our lives 
and examines what happens 
when it's threatened. I'm de
lighted to be returning to Trin
ity Rep and working with three 
extraordinary talented actors 
who will surely tell this tale bril
liantly," says director Leonard 
Foglia. 

"Art" premiered in Berlin 
and opened in Paris in 1994, 
where it won the Moliere Award 
for best author, best play, and 
best production. Translated into 
English by Christopher Hamp-

ton ("Les Liaisons Danger
. euses"), the play won several 
awards for its production in 
London . "A rt" opened on 
Broadway on March 1, 1998, at 
the Royal Theatre, and received 
the Tony Award and the New 
York Drama Critics Ci rcl e 
Award for Best Play for 1998. 

Audience members can look 
forward to another exciting col
laboration between director 
Foglia and set designer Mkhael 
McCarty, continuing a partner
ship that began here at Trinity 
Rep w ith "The Heidi 
Chrorucles" and has continued 
around the country for the past 
decade. 

Performances of" Art'' will be 
in the Downstairs Theater at Trin
ity Rep. Curtain times are 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday; 7 
p.m. Tuesday and Sunday; and 2 
p.m. for matinees on May 27, June 
3, 10, 17, 23, 24, 30 and July 1. 

Ticket prices for "Art'' range 
from $28 to $40, with discounts 
available for students, seruors, 
and disabled . For specific dates 
and limes call the Triru ty Rep 
box office at 351-4242. For spe
cial group rates of 10 or more 
individuals, contact Dee Davis 
at 521-1100, ext. 223. 

Summer Shakespeare opens 
in June with "Macbe th" and 
continues through July and Au
gust in conjunction with "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream." 
For more information, contact 
Mark Sutch at 521-1100, ext. 110 

Trinity Rep is converuently 
located just a few blocks off 1-
95 with indoor parking right 
next door. For more information 
on the theater or the individual 
plays, visit our Web site at 
<www. trirutyrep.com>. 

Rhode Island Civic Chorale 
Presents Concert 

On June 1 at The Rhodes on the Pawtuxet, 60 Rhodes Place 
Cranston, the Rhode Island Civic Chorale and Orchestra will 
present "Opera ltaliana, a Gala Event!" 

The program includes selections from "La Boheme," ''.Ma
dame Butterfly," "The Barber of Seville," and others. 

The gala, hosted by Karen Adams, will feature Rhode 
Island's own Maria Spacagna. Her recording of "Madame But
terfly" was selected by Fanfare as one of the three top record
ings of 1997. The program also features renowned tenor, Ray 
Bauwens. 

The Rhode Island Civic Chorale and Orchestra is conducted 
by Edward M_arkward, music director since 1987. A longtime 
member of the Rhode Island College faculty, Markward has 
received numerous accolades, both from the music world and 
the press. 

Tickets are $100 fo r the gala and concert which will include 
champagne, hors d' oeuvres and delectable Italian cuisine. Black 
tie preferred. Tickets for the concert only are $20. The gala will 
begin at 6 p.m. and the concert begins at 8:15 p.m. 

All tickets are available at the Rhode Island Civic Chorale 
and Orchestra box office, Rkhmond St., Providence. Call 273-
1311. 
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'Squares' at 
Providence Art 

·c1ub 
Providence Art Club mem

bers' show will be held through 
June l. 

Artists reception will be May 
20 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Maxwell Mays Gallery hours 
are Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Saturday and 
Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m. Call 331-
1114. 

Providence Mandolin Orchestra 
Performs May 19 

The Providence Mandolin Orchestra is presenting the third in a series: "New Music for the 
Mandolin Orchestra." These concerts feature new works and arrangements for mandolin or
chestra. 

The concert will be held 
at the Johnson & Wales 
Pepsi Forum, 8 Abbott 
Park Place, Providence at 
8 p.m. on May 19. Tickets 
are $15, $10 for seruors and 
students, and are available 
at the door. 

Featured composers 
will be Robert Martell and 
Will Ayton. Ayton, a Rhode 
Island musician, is the 
composer of 0 Voices," a 
tribute to Barnaby Evans, 
as we ll as " Neige et 
Printemps," which will 
also be performed. Martell, 
a member of the orchestra, 
will be represented by sev
eral pieces, including the world premjere of "Ikarus Ascending." An informal introductory 
talk by these composers will precede the concert, at 7:15 p.m. 

For reservations or directions, contact the Providence Mandolin Orchestra at The Arcade, 
No. 31, 65 Weybosset St., Box 15, Providence, R.J. 02903, Tel. 521-7766; e-mail <pmo@mandolin
orchestra.org> or see our Web si le <www.mandolin-orchestra.org>. 

Community Players Seek Directors 
The Commuruty Players are across from McCoy Stadium in 

cu rrently accepting resumes • Pawtucket. The One Act Show
and submission ideas for One case will be produced in Sep
Act plays from anyone inter- !ember. Auilitions for the vari
ested in directing who has not ous plays will be held in July. 
previously directed for The All submissions, including a 
Comrnuruty Players. Three sub- resume, play idea/ concept and 
mjssions will be chosen to be copy of the script should be sent 
included in a Qlne Act Play to: The Comrnuruty Players, c/ 
Showcase affording an opportu- o Marcia Zarnmarelli, 43 Brooks 
ruty for interested directors to St., Cranston, R.J. 02920. 
be considered for direction of Submjtted plays should re
full length plays and / or musi- quire no more th_an six charac
cals in the future. The Comrnu- ters and have ourumal set de
ruty Players present four full- mands. The running time 
length productions each year, should be under one hour. The 
from November through June, following one act plays have 
at Jenks Junior High School, beenproducedoverthepastsev-

eral years: "Graceland," by Ellen 
Byron; "Sorry, Wrong Number," 
by Lucille Fletcher; "The 
Author's Voice," by Richard 
Greenberg; "The 15 Minute 
Hamlet," by Tom Stoppard; "The 
Philadelphia," by David Ives; 
"The Uruversal Language," by 
David Ives; "The Weak Spot/' by 
George Kelly; "When 
Shakespeare's Lames Meet," by 
Charles George; and "Words, 
Words, Words," by David Ives. 

The deadline for submissions 
is June 1. For further informa
tion, call 943-8088. Visit our Web 
site a t <http: // members. 
home.net / dgillfa2>. 

A Woman's Place is in The Theatre 
Ninth Annual International Women's Playwriting Festival 

Perishable Theatre, Rhode 
Island's only Theatre Arts Cen
ter is proud to announce the 
winners of the ninth annual In
ternational Women's Play
writing Festival. This interna
tional competition was founded 
with the sole mjssion to spot
light and produce emerging fe
male playwrights and encour
age their uruque artistic voice. 
Judged against hundreds of 
submissions from across the 
Uruted States, Canada and Aus
tralia, this year's winning one
act plays will be produced at 
Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire 
St., Providence, R.J., from May 
19 to June 17. For more informa
tion, call Perishable Theatre at 
331-2695 or visi t them on the 
web at <www.perishable.org> 
or <www.aboutWPF.com>. 

Perishable's Festival, under 
the direction of Associate Artis
tic Director Vanessa Gilbert, 
produces one-act world pre
miere plays subm itted by 
women playwrights from the 
far reaches of the globe. The 
run th annual WPF includes the 
fo llowing new plays by innova
tive female playwrights: "The 
Frangiparu Door" by Nehassaiu 
DeGannes (Trinidad and 
Canada) and directed by Peter 
Wallace (New York), "Mother
gun" by Christine Evans (Aus
tralia) and directed by Vanessa 

Gilbert, "ExtraOrdinaire" by 
Janet Kenney (Boston, Mass.) 
and directed by Mahayana 
Landowne (New York). 

"The Frangiparu Door" fol
lows a young woman on a quest 
for her father; part travelogue, 
part dance, part dirge - this 
moving piece examines the un
raveling of an exiled heart's de
sire for home. 

Set in a refugee camp 
"Mothergun" plays out in a 
gutted world, stretched be
tween sky and mud in the af-

termath of a civil war. Its inhab
itants deal in complicity, be
trayal and the enduring need 
for beauty. 

The short play "Ex tra
Ordinaire" tells the tale of Joey 
and Martha, married for more 
than 30 years. Out of the blue, 
Joey decides that he wants to 
run away to join the circus, and 
he wants Martha to go with 
him. Can an immovable object 
resist an irresistible force when 
she's been married to him for
ever? 

OUT OF THE BLUE, Joey ·decides that he wants to run away to 
join the circus, and he wants Martha lo go with him. Can an 
immovable object resist an irresistible force when she's been 
married to him forever? Pictured are Clare Vadeboncoeur 
(Martha) and Mark Peckham (Joey). Pl,oto by Pam Murray 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 
.One on One: An Interview .with Author Jon· Land 

by TJ Feldman 
Providence's Jon Land didn' t 

know he wanted to be a w riter 
until he was in college at Brown, 
w here he was inspired and 
mentored by Professor Elmer 
Blistein. Now, 23 novels later, he 
is still full of fresh ideas. When 
asked how he keeps coming up 
with ideas he responds, "I read 
a lot, of course, but mostly 
people are always making sug
gestions and I never stop 
listening." Jon sees himself 
in the same category as a 
movie director. "Get out of 
the way and let the story 
be," he maintains. "I am 
just a storyteller." Indeed, 
he is a prolific one at that. 

Land admits that he is 
drawn toward 'books that 
are somewhat like mine." 
He ha s been reading 
Stephen King for over 20 
years. He says that King 
has never forgotten the 
most important thing, "the 
reader." Land also enjoys 
Elmore Leonard, Pa t 
Conroy and his favorite 
writer Stephen Hunter, 
whom he. describes as "a 
great writer and s tory
teller." 

When asked where the 

learn as much as I can about a 
place and use what I have ex
pe ri enced to help me write. 
Nothing gets in the way of my 
story," said Land. It is because 
of Blistein that Land travels to 
these pl aces a t all. Blis te in 
would read Land's books and 
know which places Land had 
been to and which ones he 
hadn' t. "And he never got it 
wrong." says Land. After that 

same thing." He went on to say, 
"Finally encounte ring som e 
success is exciting because it's 
new.Ir 

Keepers of the Ga te is the 
fourth book in a series featuring 
Danielle Bamea and Ben Kamal. 

· The other three books are The 
Walls of Jericho, The Pillars of 
Solomon, and A Walk in the Dark
ness respectively. Land finds 
writing a series of books easier 

than a single novel. "It' s 
like ge tt ing a runnin g 
start w hen you begin. I 
know the characters so 
well; it's the equivalent of 
go ing out wi th o ld 
fri ends instead of strang
ers. The key is growth." 
Land is d e termined to 
keep his characters from 
becoming stale. 

Jon Land, author of Keepers of the Gate 
idea for his latest protago
nists, Ben Kama l and 
Danielle Ba rnea, came 
from, he responded, "I had the 
idea for a long time, but some
times you get ideas you are not 
ready to write yet." He started 
the Kamal / Barnea se ri es for 
commercial reasons-to give 
his book sales a boost. In fact, 
this seri es of books is doing 
quite well . According to Land, 
being a w riter is " all about 
growth, almost identical to be
ing a person, it doesn' t make the 
[creative] process any less en
joya ble." H e no tes that the 
things which gave him pleasure 
20 years ago still figure promi
nently into his life today. 

The question of where 
the Kamal / Barnea series 
is goi ng d oesn' t rea ll y 
fri ghten him too much . 
"As anyo ne who read s 
Keepers will see, I've taken 
one part of their relation
ship about as far as it can 
go. I've always been pri
ma ril y a plo t-o ri ented 
writer, but the great thing 
about th e Be n and 
Danielle seri es is that it 
has forced me to d elve 
deeper into character. To 
d e ve lop a n emotio na l 

It is interesting to note that 
Land has not been to most of the 
places he writes about. " I don' t 
like to travel. A relatively small 
amount of the places I write 
about have I been to. 1 try to 

Land realized how important it 
is to visit the places he writes 
abou t. 

His latest book, Keepers of the 
Ga te (Forge, $25.95 ), was re
leased in April. Besides his nov
els, Land w rites screenp lays 
and is outspoken about the re
cent screenwriters strike. "Call 
me a scab if you want, but if the 
stri ke opens doors for me out 
there, hey, I'm walking through 
them ." Land is not the only 
write r for whom a potenti al 
strike may be a blessing in dis
gui se. Other indepe nd e nt 
screenwriters who have wanted 
to see their scripts produced 
may also benefit. When asked 
whether he prefers writing nov
els or screenplays he said, "It's 
apples and oranges, but when 
you sit and tell a story it's the 

subtext for each book in addi
ti on to the story." 

Land is not;;pecifically look
ing to draw High-school stu
dents as an audience, but " the 
presence of high-school stu 
dents [in the story] makes fo r a 
very unique and surprising sub
plot." He would not mind ex
panding his younger readershi p 
though 'because kids keep buy
ing their favorite writers once 
they become adults." 

His long-time fans have had 
a "tremendously positive" reac
tion to the se ri es. H e says, • 
"With the Ben and Danielle se
ries, I've taken my writing to a 
whole new level. " Land points 
out that such growth is harder 
when he is writing straight ad
venture. New readers of this 
series don' t have to worry if 

A Tea Royale Fit for a Queen 
On May 22, the Providence 

Children's Museum Counci l 
will present "A Tea Royale," a 
fund-raising fete to benefit 
Providence Children's Mu
seum. The afternoon tea, com
plete with sandwiches, scones, 
petit-furs, sweets, champagne 
and ( of course) tea, will be held 
at Quidnessett Country Club, 
overlooking Narragansett Bay 
in North Kingstown, R.!. From 

· 2 to 4 p.m., participants will don 
their hats and white gloves to 
be surrounded by all of the trap
pings of a traditional Victorian
era high tea, from teatime deli
cacies to lilting music that 
soothes the senses. 

Event chairpersons Cynthia 
Janikies Simonson and Dawn 
Elizabeth Weingeroff and their 
committee ha ve planned a de
lightful afternoon, including a 
fascinating speaker, a si lent auc
tion of lavish gift packages and 
li ve mu s ic. She ila Chefetz, 
owner of the renowned Country 
Dining Room Antiques in Great 

Barrington, Mass. and author of 
Antiques for the Table and Modern 
Antiques for the Table, will talk 
about creative and refined table 
settings. The silent auction will 
consist of 30 items, including 
two weeks of personalized 
meals by Chef du Jour, a gift cer
tificate for photography from 
Sebastian Portrait design, fine 
dining from several restaurants, 
including Spain III and 
L' tpicureo Ristorante, beauty 
services, giftware and other 
luxuries from boutiques around 

the state. Exquisite favors by Jay 
Strongwater will be given to all 
guests. Proceeds from the fund
raising event benefit the mu
seum and its programs. 

Tickets are $65 for individu
als and tables start at $1,000. 
Corporate sponsors include 
Benefits Unlimited, 1nc., Resi
dential Properties LID, Sover
eign Bank and Speidel Inc. Cor
porate sponsorships are still 
available_. For tickets and more 
information, call Linda Bainer at 
273-5437, ext. 121. 

I[NDIAHi1t )CC -~~ 
'2%w <2Y'mkzn ~ tu<Jine 

Lunch Tuesday-Saturday 11:30-2 pm ~ Dinner Daily 5 to 10 pm 
Private Parties & Catering 

* * * Excellent - Rhode Island Monthly 

455 Main Street• East Greenwich, RI 02818 
Tel. (401 ) 884-7100 • Fax (40 1) 884-71 10 • www.theindianclub.com 

they haven' t read the first three 
Kama l / Barnea books. "Each 
book I write is designed to be 
self contained . I almost never re
fe r back to an event that oc
curred in a previous book, and 
when I do someone reading me 
fo r the first time would know 
it. The growth and development 
of the characters happens within 
each book not just from book to 
book." 

Land keeps writing about 
these characters because "I know 
them so well, they really come 
alive for me. I know what they' re 
going to say, how they' re going 
to react. I rely on them to tell me 
when something in a book isn' t 
working," which Land freely ad
mi ts " may sound. a little bit 
crazy." Land said this occurred 
a lot when he was working on 
the follow up to Keepers . 

Land is ma king a "con
scious" effo rt to make these 
books more than Middle east
ern thrillers by using the current 
climate there as a "backdrop 
instead of a plot point." How
ever, the lessons of the problems 
there can be fo und within the 
book's pages. Land uses the 
situation in the Middle East " to 
crea te confli ct without over
playing it because in a series 
that can really get stale fast." 

This book has sigqifi cance 
connections to the Jewish com
munity at large in a number of 
ways. Land says, "What Keep
ers does, an d all the books in the 
series for that matter do, is to 
present a hope for peace that the 
vast major ity on bo th s ides 
want to see happen. I mean, 
what's going on over there now 

defies common sense. The Pal
estinian economy which was 
just getting started is collapsing, 
and Israel is losing all the trade 
benefits that would have come 
with peace too. The terrible re
ali ty that people are starting to 
face on both sides, though, is 
that there will never be peace as 
long as Arafat is in charge." 

One of the things that does 
come through in all the books 
in this series is that not all Pal
estinians like Arafat. Plenty of 
them think like Ben Kamal, al
though Ben has grown more 
and more frustrated wi th the 
dissolution of the world around 
him. The relationship between 
Ben and Danielle used to be a 
microcosm for what life in that 
region could be. Now, though, 
sadly I think that relationship 
has come to represent an unat
tainable dream." 

A few year s ago, Land wrote 
two books, Hope Mountain and 
Dolphin Key, that were very dif
ferent from what he usually 
w rites. While Land says that 
Hope Mou ntain "mi ght be 
among the best books I've ever 
written," these books are harder 
fo r him to write and very hard 
for his publisher to market. 

"Let's face it," he says, "my 
suspense-thrillers are my bread 
and butter." With books like 
Keepers of the Gate, Land's bread 
should have butter for a long 
time to come. 

Land will be making area 
appea rances at Brown Book
store at 244 Thayer Street on 
May 26th from 2 to 5 p.m. and 
at some future date at Borders, 
Providence Place. Call 863-3168. 

Stadium Theatre 
Performing Arts Center 

to Screen 'Grease' 
"Grease" is the word on May 19 as the 1978 musical fan

tasy about teen-age life in the 1950s lights up the big screen at 
the Stadium Theatre Performing Arts Center in Woonsocket. 
Showtime will be at 7 p.m. Admission is free. 

John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John take on the starring 
roles in this film version of the smash hit play. Newton-John 
portrays a shy "Sandy" who falls in love with bad boy Danny 
played by Travolta. A clash of personalities (and friends) has 
the pair quickly discovering that the path to true love does 
have its bumps along the way. 

An impressive supporting cast, which includes Stockard 
Channing, Sid Caesar, Didi Conn, Eve Arden, and Frankie 
Avalon, lend their talents to numerous musical numbers 
throughout the movie. Hit songs include "Grease," "Hope
lessly Devoted to You," "You're the One That I Want," and 
"Greased Lightning." ' 

"Grease" is the quintessential '50s nostalgia movie with an 
energetic and exciting tribute to the age of rock ' n' roll. It is a 
must see for the entire family! Call 762-4545 for information. 

- Gift Certificates Available -

<}f'u1✓1n ... 

Best of "Award of Excellence" for 9 years running ... 
- Wine Spectator Magazine 

762 Hope Street • Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421-4114 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Learn The Art of Jewish 
Cooking From an Expert 

Risk Taking in the Art World: 
The Work of Riva Leviten 

Jewish Cooking for Dummies, 
by Faye Levy, takes the mys
tery out of Jew ish cooking. 
With Jewish Cooking For Dum
mies, even a nebbish can be
come a maven in no time. In 
fact, Jewish Cooking For Dum
mies can ser ve as a genera l 
cooking course to hone you r 
culinary skills. To add to the joy 
of learn ing, Jewish mothers' 
tips throughout the book dish 
out an extra helping of tips and 
techniques. Boxed 
features and illus
trations zoom in on 
holidays, tech
niqu es, and cul
tural notes. A 
photo section pre
sents a mouth-wa
tering array of irre
s istible foods des
tined to become fa
vo rites. H o lid ay 
traditions come to 
life with descrip
tions of the histori
ca l background, 
traditions, foods 
se rved, and oth~r 
tips on celebrating. 
And Rich 
Tennant's popular 
cartoons season the 
book with humor. 

Jewish Cooking 
For Dummies covers a wealth of 
topics, including: 
• Ten Commandments of Jew

ish Cooking 
• Jewish food and its origins 

Jewish holidays 
• Keeping kosher 
• Ingredients, tools, and tech

niques - including handy 
timesavers 

• Types and styles of Jewish 
cuisine 

• Cooking for the Sabbath 
• Recipes and techniques for 

· all types of foods and meals 
• A delicious assortment of 

noshes. 
The book's lively, entertain

ing style makes the information 
easy to digest. 

In addition, Faye Levy pro
vides a nourishing va riety of 
taste-tested recipes - every
thing from chicken soup to 
noshes - as well as specialties 
from different cultural styles, 
from Ashkenazic to Sephardic, 
and from many countries. Reci
pes include information on how 
the foods fits into keeping ko
sher (kosher, parve, dairy 
meat, etc.). 

Levy makes Jewish cooking 

by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

When I met Riva Leviten, I 
knew I was in store for some
thing different. She was as old 
as my grandmother, but her 
spirit was at least as young as 
mine. Within two minutes, she 
had offered me a beautiful, 
squat, mahogany pen called 
"Fat Boy" and a bottle of water 
- her bottle of water - for me 
to have a drink out of. She wore 
moccasins, huge bracelets cov
ered with bits of newspaper col
lage, and some long, lantern
looking metal beads in streams 
around her neck. 

Leviten's most recent show, 
entitled, "black and whi te and 
read all over" recently con
cluded at the Providence Art 
Oub. She is also showing works 
at the Bush Gallery until the end 
of the month. Leviten has pre
sented works in more than 20 
shows since the 1980s, winning 
numerous awards and exhibit
ing in Russia, Canada and Aus
tralia as well as in the United 
States. 

Leviten was born in 1928 in 
Hollywood to a famous cinema
tographer, and her ch ildhood 
was spen t on movie sets and 
inside editing rooms. Growing 

so much fun, it's a mitzvah. up Jewish in H ollywood was 
Learning how to cook has never difficult, she said, because ritual 
been so easy - and your observance in the movie busi
mother wi!J be so proud! ness was practically non-exis-

Levy has lived in the capi tals tent. She recalls her brother's 
of the United States, Israel and bar mitzvah was held at home 
France, the countries with the because there was no temple 
world's largest Jewish commu- nearby. 
nities, and has written cook- Leviten speaks quietly when 
books in three languages-En- di scuss ing her work or any
glish, Hebrew and French. In thing else, but her intensity is 
addition to Jewish Cooking Jar always high and burning be
Dummies, Levy is the author of hind every word . Ask her a 
1,000 Jewish Recipes (Hungry question, and she'll embellish 
Minds, Inc.), deemed by The on what she has made for as 
New York Times as "a culinary • long as you' ll listen or for as 
bible" and referred to by the Los long as her attention span al
Angeles Times as " the joy of Jew- lows. She described her new 
ish cooking." show as "courageous .. . a real 

corning out for me." 
She describes this show as a 

real "risk" that she is taking, 

LIVE JAZ.Z EVERY 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

and looking around quickly re
veals why- unlike most artists 
who create in only one medium, 
Leviten's show has paintings, 
lithographs, mixed-media col
lages and iron workings; choos
ing to work in such a large range 
of mediums is certainly stretch
ing the limits of crea ti vity. 
Leviten also feels she's taking a 
risk because she's afraid Rhode 
Island is _too "conservative" for 
a lot of esoteric and non-tradi
tional art. 

The reason why .she -uses 
only black and white colors in 
her exhibition is because these 
two extremes are "the purest 
form there is, going back to the with '1he Innovations" 8 pm to 12 am 

~_d_in_ing room: 

drafting process ... They are pre-
cise." · 

Leviten can be blisteringly 
honest about her relationship to 
her work. Pointing to some of 

she (or her subconscious) may 
have had w hen crea ting her 
work, the a udience has the 
power to decided what the 
work is actually saying. 

RIVA LEVITEN (taking a break from her pita) is one.of the most 
intriguing people you will ever meet. H era ld photo by /011 R11bi11 

her works, she comments on 
how she almost left certa in 
pieces unfinished as worthless 
objects during their creation, or 
tells you about an artistic block 
that almos t drove her crazy. 
"This one almost died while I 
made it..." she said . "I almost 
lost this one." 

In her artistic statement at the 
beginning of the gallery, Levi ten 
wrote, "I wish that my work 
would speak its own voice." But 
we are fortunate that it remains 
silent, because you have a 
chance to have a dialogue with 
it instead of being told what to 
see. It's not work that you can 
brush past at a brisk pace - you 
need to put yourself inside it 
and work with her creations. 

The messages in her work 
aren't direct, and that's what 
gives them their power. When 
Leviten says that there are "dH
ferent frequencies inside the 
same piece," she means th.at 
despite artistic intentions that 

And, moreover, that percep
tion may shift while you're still 
trying to make up your mind. 
One minute yo u may feel a 
painting is painful and full of 
sorrow, and the next minute you 
see nothing but infinite joy. 
Leviten calls these multiple re
sponses "postponed observa
tions," and says that you can 
"go in and go out" of any piece 
and milk its potential from 
many different angles. 

As a child, Levi ten says that 
she was "driven not to succeed, 
but to create." Leviten's new 
exhibit succeeded admirably, 
and wha tever ri sks she has 
taken to get to this point have 
certainly paid off. 

The Providence Art Club is 
located at 11 Thomas Street. Call 
331-1114. Riva Leviten is also 
being showcased at the Bush 
Gallery in the show "19 on pa
per," which will be up until the 
end of May. The Bush Gallery is 
located at 460 Wickenden Street, 
Providence. 

THE 
wednesday and thursday 5pm - 1 Opm 

friday and saturday 5 pm -11 pm ehinti lnn PURPLE CAT 
RESTA ........... ,. 

- ~/lounge hours: 

sunday 8pm - 1 am 
monday - thursday 5pm - 1 am 
friday and saturday 5pm -2 am 

99 ches tnut str ee t o pr ovi dence, r i o 621 8888 285 Mai" Sh·eel, Pawl"cket, RJ - 723-3960 FAX 722-9224 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, THE LAVOIES I Chepachet Village, R.I. 
(401) S68-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

VISIT US AT WIWI TliEPUR PlECAT COM 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 
'The Rough Guide to Klezmer' 

Jewish Traditions: Shtetl Roots and New World Revival 
At times soulful, at times fre

netic, "The Rough Guide to 
Klezmer" combines for the first 
time archival tracks alongside 
contemporary versions of the 
same tunes. Enjoy ing a spec
tacular revival in the last few 
decades, klezmer is the exuber
ant Jewish music traditionally 
played at weddings and other 
celebrations. Tracing the history 
of the genre from its roots in 
Eastern European to its resur
gence in North America, "The 
Rough Guide to Klezmer" con
veys the dignity and beauty of 
klezmer music. This is an en
hanced CD with info from the 
reference books The Ro11g_h G11ide 
to World M 11s ic accessible via PC 
or Mac. 

The CD launches with a track 
from one of the most successful 
contemporary klezmer bands, 
The Klezmatics. Their version of 
the Naftule Brandwein track 
"Fun Tashklikh" combines Ara
bic percussion, growing bass 
clarinet and ghostly screams, 
and demonstrates the group's 
energy, inventiveness and dar
ing musicality. It is followed 
buy an archival recording of 
"Fun Tashlach" from the mas
ter clarinetist Brandwein him
self. Brandwein's brilliant, dar
ing playing can also be heard on 
another 1920s recording of "Der 
Heisser(Tartar Tanz)," which is 
then reworked, on the track 
"Sumkinda Hora," by the 

sion of the same tune, featuring 
an extended solo from Michael 
Moore on clarinet and Larry 
Fishkind on tuba. 

Other contemporary klezmer 
bands featured on this Rough 
Guide include The Klezmer 
Conservatory Band, with their 
big-band-style klezmer; innova
tive Polish trio Kroke; and Brave 
Old World, veterans of the 
klezmer revival.A former mem
ber of that group, klezmer re-

Toro.nto-based Flying Bulgar searcher Joel Rubin features 
l<lezmer Band, famous for their with a tune written to accom
inventive, danceable rework- pany relatives on the way home 
ings of classic klezmer tracks. after a wedding. There is an in
From the same era as Brand- imitable version of a traditional 
wein came Harry Kandel, also wedding piece from trumpeter 
a clarinetist, who helped to es- Frank London, leader of The 
tablish the American klezmer Klezmatics who, with his ~new 
style, and can 1;>e heard perform- band of experienced virtuosos, 
ing with his orchestra OIJ. an ar- is taking the style of Balkan 
chi val recording of "Der Gassen Gypsy bands and applying it to 
Nigen." Klezmokum, a contem- the klezmer repertoire. Extraor
porary Holland-based group, dinary violinist fo r the 
deliver up a mellow jazz ver- KlezmaticsAliciaSvigalsdeliv-

ers a heartfelt Romanian Fan
tasy No. 1. 

Concluding the selection are 
two re-workings of another 
classic Naftule Brandwein 
track, 'Oy Tate.' The first is by 
Margot Leverett, one of the 
leading klezmer clarinetists in 
the United States, and the sec
ond is a performance of one of 
the more radical of the contem
porary groups Naftule's Dream 
(named after guess who ... ) 

Compiled b__y East European 
specialist Simon Broughton, the 
CD also includes his extensive 
and infonnative kJezmer chapter 
from The Ro11g/1 G11ide to World 
Music: Volume 2, accessed on the 
PC or Mac via an Internet 
browser. This, in addition to 18 
tracks of the highest quality, com
bine to make this Ro11gh Guide the 
perfect place begin your explo
rations into klezmer music. 

To order, contact No Problem 
Productions al (201) 433-3907. 

RIPYO Presents Final Concert of The 2000-2001 Season 
The Rhode Island Philharmonic Youth Orchestras will present their final concert of the 2000--2001 

season on May 20 at 7 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Auditorium Arts & Cultural Center in Providence. 
The symphony orchestra, under the direction of the Philhannonic's resident conductor Francisco 

Noya, will perform Sibelius' "Finlandia," three movements of Duke Ellington's Suite from "The 
River," the first movement of Haydn's "!rumpet Concerto" featuring RIPYO's 2000--2001 Concerto 
Competition winner Sammy Costa of Somerset, _Mass., and "Fanfare to New England," composed 
by RI PYO student Scott Lopes of Somerset, Mass. 

The concert will also feature the Repertory Orchestra, under the di rection of Robert Lehmann, the 
Preparatory String Ensemble under the direction of Gabriel Shapiro and the String Class, under the 
direction of Erin Quinton. 

Tickets for this event are $7 for adults and $3 for seniors and students. For more information 
about the Rhode Island Youth Orchestras, call the Philharmonic office at 831-3123, ext. 24. Tickets 
may be purchased at the Veterans Memorial Auditorium box Office at 6 p.m. on the day of the con
cert. 

Summer Winds Seeks Musicians 
The Southeastern Massachusetts Arts Collaborative, better known as SMARTS, is pleased to 

announce the eighth Summer Winds season for area high school, college, and adult musicians. 
The first rehearsal is June 6 and then all other rehearsals are June 12, 19, 26, July 3, 10 and 17. The 
Summer Winds will perform a concert on July 5, at the Tweeter Center, Mansfield for their "July 
5th Fireworks" concert and also at the Norton Public Library's Summer Concert Series in cel
ebration of the library's 10th year in its new building. The Norton Library Summer Winds con-
cert is funded by The North Easton Savings Bank. . 

Summer Winds was established in 1994 by~he Southeastern Massachusetts Wmd Symphony 
to provide interested woodwind, brass and percussion players the opportun~ty to rehearse and 

~;:~;;:' ~a~~:i:~~it~a~~~e~;~~i~h:;,~~~oS~~~esru;~~: :o;~~:·r~~/~1~1=i~eaf~!~:c~~t~f 
Earl Raney, music director of the Southeastern Massachusetts Wind Symphony and founding 
member of The Epic Brass Quintet. 

Summer Winds is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency, and 
the Attleboro, Easton, Mansfield, North Attleboro, and Norton Cultural Councils. Interested 
musicians should contact the SMARTS office at (508) 222-8484 for registration information and 
more deta ils about Summer Winds 

'Fosse' Concludes 
PPAC's Broadway Series 

"Fosse," the Tony Award
winning smash hit musical 
brings eight dance-filed shows 
to the Providence Performing 
Arts Center from June 5 to 10. 
Produced by SFX Theatrical 
Group, "Fosse" is 
the last Broadway 
production fea

hind the mounting of the new 
touring production. Chet 
Wal ker recreated Fosse' s 
dances, and the late Gwen 
Verdon, Fosse's wife and Broad
way leading lady, was artistic 
advisor to the production. 

"Fosse" in-

tured in the2000--
2001 Citizens 

.-~ __, eludes rarely 

S~ asnelnm~:~~~ 
Bank Broadway 
series. Performance 
times are June 5 at 7 p.m., June 
6 and 7 at 7:30 p.m., June 8 at 8 
p.m.,June9 at 2 and 8 p.m., and 
June 10 at 2 and 7 p.m. Tickets 
to "Fosse" start at just $35 and 
are available now at the box of-

~i~fji~t~~~~a~~;,v~~~~li;~ 
Ticketmaster and on!ine at 
<wv,rw.ppacri.org>. Discounted 
admission is available to groups 
of 20 or more. Contact Donna 
Sammartino at 421-2997, ext. 
3121. 

"Fosse," winner of the 1999 
Tony Awards fo r Best Musical, 
Best Lighting and Best Orches
trations, premiered al Toronto's 
Ford Center for the Performing 
Arts on Aug . 9, 1998. "Fosse" 
subsequently opened on 
Broadway at the Broadhurst 
Theatre on Jan. 14, 1999, and is 

~~~:~t~~S:~~!nf0~~i~;l~~o~~ 
pany of "Fosse" began perfor
mances in September 1999 at 
the Ford Center for the Per
forming Arts, Oriental Theatre 
in Chicago, !IL 

"Fosse" highlights the work 
of legendary choreographer / 
director Bob Fosse, and is di
rected by Richard Maltby, Jr. 
and Ann Reinking. Reinking 
serves as co-choreographer and 
has been the leading force be• 

numbers from the 
choreographer's earliest works, 
as well as many numbers from 
films and television shows that 
have never been seen on stage 
before. The production also 
showcases classic Fosse dance 
numbers li ke "Steam Heat," 
"Big Spender," "Bye Bye Black
bird," "Rich Man's Frug," 
"Dancin' Man," and "Sing, 
Sing, Sing." 

In 1973 Bob Fosse became the 
first director in history to win 
an Oscar, Tony and Emmy 
award in a single year for the 
film version of "Cabaret," The 
Broadway musical "Pippin: and 
the television special "Liza with 
a Z." His work on Broadway, for 
which he won nine Tony 
Awards, includes "The Pajama 
Game," "Redhead," "Little me," 
"Sweet Charity, " Chicago," 
"Dancin'," "Damn Yankees," 
"Big Deal, " " New Girl in 
Town," and "How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Try
ing." His film work includes the 
direction of "Sweet Charity," 
"Lenny, " "All That Jazz" and 
"Star SO," and the choreography 
for "My Sister Eileen," "The 
Little Prince," "The Pajama 
Game," and "Damn Yankees." 

"Fosse," sponsored by Citi
zens Bank, will play at the 
Providence Performing Arts 
Cen~er from June 5 to 10. 

THEJ\TKE 
2001 Season BY.TH(-S[i\ ~ 

MY ONE 
AND ONLY 

June 5 - J::..1tS'L 
"V4JRDff 

June 26 • July 22 

' 

Tue l(t1ngJ 
aut11 l SJNaat 
July 24. August 19 ~ 

Aug 21-Sept rw 
seoutiful gro11nds, Sea.lforse GriJ~ and laJe-NighJ cob"fe\ 

BOX OFFICE OPENS MAY 7 

CALL 401-782-8587 * Matunuck, Rhode Island 
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OBITUARIES 
~ ALVIN N. BIENER 
,.....__ PAWTUCKET -
,--- Alvin N. Biener, 71, of 
Blaisdell Avenue, an attorney, 
died May 9 at Philip Hulitar 
Hospice Center, Providence. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a son 
of the late Irving and Mollie 
(Nirenberg) Biener, he had been 
a resident of Rhode Island since 
1956. 

H e was a partner in the 
former Abedon, Michaelson, 
Stanzier & Bienet for 25 years, 
and had been in private practice 
since 1988. He was a member of 
the Rhode Island and the 
American Bar Associations. 

He received a bachelor's de
gree from Brooklyn College, a 
doctorate from Harvard Law 
School, and a master's degree in 
taxation from Boston University. 

He was an Army veteran of 
the Korean War, and a member 
of the Para lyzed Veterans of 
America. 

He was a life member of 
Mishkon Tefillah and a Mason. 
He was a benefactor of 
Children's Town Orphanage, 
Jerusalem, and a building there 
was named in his honor. 

He leaves four daughters, 
Susan Bergman and Shelley 
Derby, both of Newton, Mass., 
Lisa Jacobs of Short Hills, N.J., 
and Ellen Knasin of Cranston, 
and eight grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
May 10 in Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in New · 
Montefiore Cemetery, Farm
ingdale, N.Y. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to 
the Melanoma Research Fund, 
c/o Dr. Frank Haluska, Mass 
General Hospital, 55 Frujt St., 
GRJ1021, Boston, Mass. 02114. 
The family was assisted with 
the arrangements by Sugar
man-Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

111111§§ ROBERT R. LA 
PLANTE = WOONSOCKET 

- Robert R. La Plante, 76, of 
Pilgrim Drive, a former gas sta
tion owner, died May 6 at the 
Woonsocket Health and Reha
bilitation Center. 

Born in West Warwick, a son 
of the late Louis and Yvonne 
(Dandeneau) La Plante, he had 
lived in Warwick for more than 
30 years. He was the former 
owner of the Big Bend Texaco 
Service Station in Warwick for 
six years. He was also a dental 
technician and an antique 
dealer for many years, retiring 
three years ago. He was an Air 
Force Veteran of World War II 
serving stateside. 

He is survived by two sis
ters, Doris M. Deery of Coven
try and Jeanette R. Whittier of 

Widows and Widowers Invited to 
Join Support Group at JFS 

The loss of a husband or wife can be devastating. Sometimes a 
simple incident can spark a memory that reignites the pain. Not 
only is one's soul mate gone, there are mundane considerations 
like how to do the finances, make social plans, maintain the house 
and otherwise fulfil l the roles that the spouse used to do. 

Both men and women who find themselves in this situation 
can often find comfort in sharing their concerns and discussing 
practical strategies with others who are widowed. Jewish Family 
Service is providing a free workshop as the initial meeting for a 
support group for those who are bereaved on May 31 at 7 p.m. at 
229 Waterman St. in Providence. 

The program w ill be led by Erin Gisherman Minior, Jewish 
Family Service's dfrector of Professional Services. Minior has ex- . 
tensive experience as a therapist, working with people handling 
grief and leading bereavement workshops. She says, '.'The goal 
of this group is to create an atmosphere of trust and carmg where 
participants can discuss their common concerns and metho~~ of 
coping with others who have been through the same things .. 

Those interested in attending should call Erm Minior at Jewish 
Family Service, 331-1244 to register. The initial workshop is free, 
and subsequent meetings of the group will cost a nominal $5 fee. 

Your Only Local Family
Owned Jewish Funeral ·Home 

Serving Rhode Island and · 
Southeastern Massachusetts 

Michael D. Smith, R.E. 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Out of State 

Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

.i:"..".,::.,,_ Certified by the 
~ '=' J R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Member National and Rhode Island 
Funeral Di.rectors Associations 

Pre-Need Programs Available 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Exeter; his companion, Ruth 
Haft of Warwick; and several 
nieces and nephews. He was the 
brother of the late Andre and 
R;chard La Plante. 

Funeral services were private. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in his memory may be made to 
the charity of your choice. Ar
rangements were made by Sha
lom Memorial Chapel, 1100 New 
London Ave., Cranston. 

RAE PICKAR 
PROVIDENCE - Rae Pickar 

of Tockwotton Nursing Home, 
East Street, rued May 8 at her 
home. She was the wife of the 
late Sidney Pickar. 

Born in Russia, a daughter of 
the late Solomon and Gertrude 
(Shiner) Bernstein, she had lived 
in Providence for most of her life. 

She was a member of Congre
gation Mishkon Tfiloh, The La
dies Association of the Jewish 
Home for the Aged, Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode Is
land, Touro Fraternal Associa
tion and was a former member 
of B'nai B'rith, Plantations Unit. 

She is survived by a daugh
ter, Paula Waldman of Provi
dence; four grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. She 
was also the siste r of the late 
Clara Lerner and Shandel 
Bernstein, and the half sister of 
the late Rose Axelrod, Lil y 
Goldenberg and Herman, Joe, 
Max, Myer and Louis Bernstein. 

Funeral services were held on 
May 10 at the Sugarman-Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. fn 
lieu of flowers, c'ontributions 
may be made to your favorite 
charity. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

by Michael D. Smith F.D./R.E. 
Shalom Memorial Chapel 

What exactly is a pre-arrangement? D.p, 
Warwick 

A pre-arrangement is simply planning your 
funeral before your death. Many people pre-ar
range to take the pressure of their survivors. You 
can select exactly what you want for your own 
funeral, such as the type off of service (chapel, 
graveside or temple) and casket. In other words, 

your arrangements are made by choice rather than out of 
necessity. At a pre-arrangement conference, you would give 
the funeral rurector all of the necessary statistics for both fill
ing of the death certificate and newspaper notices. Also, you 
may decide whether you want to pre-pay or simply pre-plan 
at the conference. 

A child recently asked me this following question. I ex
plained it to him in a simple and direct way. Now, I'll ex
plain it to my adult readers. What happens to the body once 
it is in the ground? 

We know that with time, a body decomposes. Because this 
concept is difficult to explain, the simplest response is that 
about two thfrds of our body is made up of water and the 
other third consists of our bones. When we die, the water even
tually evaporates, leaving only the bones. The speed of the 
process, which may take 10 to 12 years or more (on average), 
depends to a large degree on the size of the body, the condi
tions of the ground in which it is buried, and the kind of cas
ket in which the body lies. 
' Is it O.K. to have liquor at the meal of consolation when 
returning to the house of Shlva from the cemetery? P.G., 
Pawtucket 

Wine or Liquor may be consumed in moderation and should 
not be used as an attempt to totally avoid the reality of be
reavement or feelings of loss. The meal is a mitzvah, not a 
social event. The meal of consolation is for the immediate sur
vivors and their fami lies and not for the community at large. 
The bereaved family should not feel obligated to furnish re
freshments to consolers and definitely should not be serving 
anyone since it is the bereaved family that should be served 
by friends and relatives. 

Questions are welcomed and encouraged. Send your ques
tions to: "Ask The Director," c/ o Shalom Memorial Chapel, 
1100 New London Ave., Cranston, RJ 02920, phone: 463-7771, 
e-mail: <shalomchapel@aol.com> oi write The Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Providence, RJ 02940. 

Michael D. Smith is a licensed funeral direcfor and owner of 
Shalom Memorial Chapel. 

In Remembrance: Cindy Saunders 
Cindy Saunders passed from this life into the next on April 15. Cindy is preceded in_ death by 

her beautiful and brilliant son, Zachariah Samuel Saunders, and her loving father, I. Lewis Snyder. 
She is also preceded by her maternal grandparents Louis and Rose Covinsky. . . 

Cindy is survived by her mother, Adele Snyder, and her husband, Robert Kaz, of Miarru Beach, 
Fla. Her brother, R;chard Snyder, and his wife, Colleen of Dallas, Texas. She leaves behind her 
nephew, Isaiah Lewis Snyder and her nephew and G-dson Samuel Magwre Snyder: 

Cindy was a teacher for 30 years, 10 in Providence and 20 in LAUSD. Her pass10n was her 
students. She touched so many young lives that will be infinitely better for knowmg her. We love 
her, we miss her. She is always nea rby for she is forever in our hearts. . 

The family wishes to request in lieu of flowers, donations be made in the name of Cindy and 
Zachariah Saunders- Tree of Life, c/ o Congregation Shearith Israel, 9401 Douglas, Dallas, Texas 
75230, (214) 361-6606. 

SUGARMAN~ 
INAI rJr?lt1ALi.~ 

Newly Remodeled Chapel 
with over a century 

of tradition and service to the 
Jewish Community of Rhode Island 

and Southeastern Massachusetts. 

'dv Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of J merica 
~ Certified by the Rhode Island Board of Rabbis Jill E. Sugar man , Director 

Shelly Go ld6erg, Associate 

458 Hope Street, Providence, RI (401) 331-8094 
OUTSIDE RHODE ISLAND CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-447-1267 

forml'r/) Mount Si11c1i .,ncl M.n Sugcrrm.111 M<•mori.11 Clrapel, 



BJE Celebrates 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Presidental appointees were: 
Guy Bermel, Jaffa Dav ies, 

Dianne Z. Newman 
Cultura l Arts Director Sue 

Suls presented the BJE's educa
tor awards, which were given to 
exceptional individuals who 
helped to promote the exchange 
of ideas and instill the impor
tance of education in both chil
dren and adults. The awards 
and recipients were: 

The Edward and Florence W. 
Goldberg Award - Che ry l 

stray toes or chair legs while 
m aking the ir way a round 
through the darkness. 

Two of the evening's special 
treats included Cantor Meyer 
and the Kol Kesem Youth Choir, 
who filled the roo~ with beau
tiful Hebrew harmonies, and a 
multi -m edi a presenta ti on 
which captured the Bureau 's 
progression throughout the de
cades, as well as highlighting 
many esteemed members of its 
staff over the years. 

(LEFT TO RIGHT) Erica Teverow and Selma Stanzler chaired 
the BJE 50th anniversary evening. Herald photos by / 011 R11bin 

Glick, Temple Sinai, Martha 
Sholes, Temple Torat Yisrael, 
Rina Wolfgang, ASDS 

The Pe re lman Fa mil y 
Award - Leonore Sones, 
Harry Elkin Midrasha Com
munity High School 

Fellowships were given to 
Ronni Guttin, Robin 
Kaufman, Shari Rosenberg 
Reiss, Yardena Winkler and 
Reini Silverman. 

The evening was a large 
and festive one, and the only 
criticism anyone could have 
made would have been, per
haps, fo r more light . The 
house lights were turned off 
to allow for better viewing 
fo r the video presentation, 
but because they were left off 
for the entire event many a 
presenter (or a photogra
pher!) had to watch out fo r Executive Director Minna Ellison 

World Views 
(Continued from Page 3) 

acting upon their honestly ar- The cit izens of Israel -
rived at, and deeply held, belief whose day-to-day secu rity is 
that their way of life is crucial never less than precarious, but 
to tha t we ll -be ing of the ir whose con tinued existence is 
people and country at heart - nothing short of miraculous -
non-Zion ists in the political have needed only to contem
sense though they may be - plate the events they have per
but are simply acting upon their sonally lived through to declare 
honestly arrived at, and deeply w ith the Psa lm ist that " the 
held, belief thattheir way oflife Gu ardian of Is rae l ne ither 
is crucial to that well-being? sleeps nor slumbers." Perhaps 

Indeed, given the realities of that, too, is why, irrespective of 
Israeli history, one need not be what they personally do on Sat
particu larly devout to believe urdays, the Israe li elec torate 
that only Divine intervention has, for 50 years now, been more 
has ensured thestate's mostim- willing than Rabbi Hammer to 
probable survival. Israelis have, support the choices of those 
after all, experienced a string of who pass up the "good life" 
victories snatched from the jaws with its high-paying jobs and 
of calamity - beginning with material comforts in favor of 
the state's very founding and earnest, years long dedication to 
the war that fo llowed and on to studying and embodying that 
'56, '67 and ' 73, as well as more Guardian's Torah. 
" mino r" e p isod es like the 
SCUD missile attacks of '90 -
that are utterly unexplainable in 
probabilisti c terms and make 
this little coun try's brief history 
strikingly unique in the annals 
of nations. 

Am Echad Resources. Eytan 
Kobre is a New York attorney ac
tive in Jewish communal affairs. 
This article, in slightly different 
form, first appeared in the Long Is
land Jewish World . 
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Nazi-Era Claims 
(Continued from Page 7) 

insuran ce claims, access 
<www.crt-ii .org>. 

Slave Labor II Claims - In
dividuals who plausibly demon
strate that they performed slave 
labor anywhere for a Swiss-run 
company appearing on a list is
sued by the Court, will receive 
equal payments of up to $1,000 
USO and no less than $500 USO. 
Certain heirs of former slave la
borers who died after Feb. 15, 
1999, are also eligible. O aims are 
due by Sept. 30, 2001. The list is 
available at <www.swissbank 
claims.iom.int>. The !OM will 
administer these claims. 

Rabbi Israel Miller, president, 
Clai ms Co nference, sa id, 
"While money alone cannot be
gin to right the unconscionable 
wrongs of the Holocaust, this 
settlement is as fair and equi
table as can be expected while 
working wi thin our legal sys
tem. I commend the court and 
all other people and parties in
volved in this long, cor;iplicated 
process for reaching this suc
cessful point of actually distrib
uting money to victims and / or 
their heirs." 

Complete information on the 
Settlement, Plan of Alloca tion 
and Distribution and con tact 
in fo rm a ti on is ava il able a t 
<www.swissbankclaims.com>, 
including phone numbers and 
related Web site addresses. 

Prayer, Learning 
(Continued from Page 8) 

unteered to do this article be
cause the laymen's Institute at 
Camp Tel Noar is such a fou r
sta r blockbuster smash hit, I 
want to encourage anyone who 
has thought about it before to 
make plans to come this year. 
You won' t regret it. 

Danie l M. Kim mel is past 
president of the Boston Society 
of Film Critics. For further in
formation on the Laymen's In
stitute, contact Irwin Sydney, 
assistant registrar, at (617) 738-
3956 or e-mail at <Irwin Sydney 
@Juno.com>. 

So What's the 
Answer? 

(Continued from Page 3) 

teaching is that every Jew has 
the same. opportunity - the 
same obligation - to learn, to 
probe, to grow from Torah. 

When moveable ty pe w as 
invented 450 years ago, the fir-st 
book printed was the Bible, be
cause this new technology was 
seen as a way of le tti ng 
commonfolk have access to the 
Word. A democra tic ideal! Ev
eryone can read what G-d ex
pects of us! 

But, of course, that was the 
Jewish practice all along. What's 
the question? What's the an
swer? Come read wha t the 
sages have said ... and then be
come a commentator yourself. ... 

Submitted by Rabbi Yoss i 
Laufer of CHAI Center ofChabad 
of West Bay, Warwick. 

FEATURE 
Wheeler Offers 

Summer Art 
Classes 

For the first time this sum
mer, The Wheeler School will 
offer two adult art classes in ce
ramics and photography, p ro
viding an opportuni ty to enjoy 
the facilities and instruction 
available at Wheeler. 

Introduction to Photography 
will explore the art and science 
of photography with Wheeler 
art instructor Bob Martin. You 
will learn how to take full ad
va ntage of a 35 mm . camera 
(par tici pants need to prov ide 
their own), expose fi lm, develop 
negatives and make 8x10 en
largements. Enjoy this exciting 
med ium and learn the expres
sive potential of photography. 
Course will run six consecutive 
Tuesdays starting on June 19 
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. For more in
forma tion, contact Bob Martin 
at 528-5154. 

In Introduction to Ceramics, 
yo u wi ll lea rn the bas ics o f 
working on a potter's wheel, 
which includes centering, pull
ing up walls, and forming utili
tarian and sculptural pieces. 
Decorating and glazing will also 
be outlined, and alJ participants 
will take home fini shed work. 
Dress to get d irty. The instruc
tor is Wheeler art teacher Bob 
Sullivan. Classes are on Thurs
days, beginning June 21 and 
will meet fo r six consecuti ve 
weeks fro m 6:30 to 9 p.m. For 
mo re in formation, ca ll Cali 
Almy at 528-2272. 

The fee fo r all dasses is $250 
which ind udes all materials and 
lab fee. Maximum enrollment is 
eight students. Lf you would like 
to register for a class, send pay
ment in fu ll to Office of Ex
te nded Prog rams a t The 
Wheeler School, 216 Hope St., 
Providence, R.I. 02906. 

FOR SALE 

CEMETERY LOTS, LINCOLN PARK -
Behind chapel. Six on two corners, care 
paid. $1000.00 each. Jim Peskin (561) 
488-8829. 617/01 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

SKORSKI PHOTOGRAPHY: Specializ
ing in Weddings & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. Use 
us for your next event & receive FREE 
11 x14. 821-7639 5/31/01 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND STERLING trays, 
pitchers, tea sets, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. (781) 344-6763. 5/31/01 

WANTED TO BUY 

CENTRAL EXCHANGE ANTIQUES is 
always interested in buying older items
china, glass, furniture, jewelry, etc. 29 
years same location. (781) 344-6763. 

5/31 /01 

A.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of fhe A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804(c) of 
title VIII ol the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwelling/housing ac• 
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I . 02940 

1:,;,s\ 
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"O C IPCO 
nc CLEAN ING 

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning 
"Obsessive Compulsive 

For Your Fabrics" 

( 40 I) 726-6702 
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To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
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1he Thursday on which the ad is to appear. 
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Picassos, Chagalls and Dalis Come to Ohawe Sholam 
by Jon Rubin 
Herald Editor 

For one day only, Congrega
tion Ohawe Sholam in Paw
tucket became an art gallery 
with over 100 pieces for sale. 
The art was brought from 
Brinkley's Fine Art in Boston, 
and on May 6 they were an on 
the auction block. From the very 
famous to the virtually un
known, from melting clocks to 
seaports to scenes from "Fiddler 
on the Roof" to the Kotel in Is
rael, a myriad of mediums were 
on display, including acrylics, 
original etchings, enamel 
works, oil paintings and mixed 
media works. Lithographs by 
some of the great artists, from 
Picasso to Chagall to Miro, were 
also for sale. 

This was the third art auction 
in four years at Ohawe Sholam. 
Linda Kessler, who helped or-

ganize the event, remarked, "I 
know the Brinkleys personally ... 
They bring us an assortment 
every year. I [always] tel1 them 
I want a lot of Judaism." The 
sa le has always been a good 
fund raiser, and this year pro
ceeds were spl it between the 
synagogue and the Providence 
Hebrew Day School. 

Out of the more than 100 
pieces on display for sale, per
spective customers placed a 
card next to the pieces they 
wished to bid on. Then, only 
those pieces with cards on them 
were brought up to be auc
tioned. Isaac from Brinkley's 
was the auctioneer that even
ing. He stood tall at the podjurn 
whjle expertly describing the 
style, artist and period in which 
each piece was created. Isaac 
kept spirits up as he constantly 
warmed up the audience with 

SOLD TO THE MAN in the blue kippah!' Isaac from Brinkley's 
auction house in Boston auctioning off a painting. 

Olneyville Bike and Rodeo Day on May 19 
Join us to celebrate Olneyville Bike & rodeo Day on. May 19 at 

Donigian Park on Yaney Street. The Woonasquatucket River 
Greenway and Providence Weed and Seed are hosting a free event 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with the Trickstars bicycle stunt team and 
the Providence Police. 

Bikes will be available for use during the bike rodeo when youth 
will learn bike safety skills. Free bike locks and helmets provided by 
Kryptorute and Rhode Island Safe Commuruties will be given to the 
first 150 participants. Bring your bikes and celebrate bikes and bike 
safety! 

For more information, call the Woonasquatucket River 
Greenway at 455-8880. · 

The Woonasquatucket River Greenway is a program of the City 
of Providence and The Providen·ce Plan to develop parks and green 
spaces along the river. 

Hey, Batta, Batta, Batta! 
Charl ie Lipson (left) and Sharon Jacobowitz at the plate. 

Both are students at the Providence Hebrew Day School. 
Herald plwto by /011 Rubi11 

PAINTINGS FOR SALE at Ohawe Sholam. H era ld photos by Jon R11bi11 

his wit and his charming, dead
pan expressions. 

Many pieces were given a 
starting bid by Isaac, some of 
which were taken enthusiasti
cally, while others received only 
cool silence from the audience. 
Bidding wars between eager 
buyers were few and far be
tween, but fun nonetheless when 

Learn Self
Defense at 

Cranston YMCA 
Learn to protect yourself . 

Learn the danger signs and how 
to avoid situations that could be 
dangerous. A possible defense is 
better than no defense at all. 

Self-defense can be taught to 
anyone, the meek or the non-ag
gressive. You do not have to be 
physically fit to learn the modi
fied techruques of Kurru-Ucru for 
self-defense. Our mam concern is 
for the students in this program. 
Progress at your own pace. 

You will learn to defend 
yourself in our gym but our 
techruques are designed to beef
fective anywhere: your home, 
your office, and your auto, any
where you may need to defend 
yourself. 

Mr. Lowry is the chief in
structor and he believes that the 
right to self- defense belongs to 
everyone and anyone can learn. 

The Cranston YMCA is offer
ing, as it has for the past years, 
experienced instruction in self
defense (Jiu-Jitsu), specializing 
in Defens·es-Knife-Gun-Club. 
Remember self-defense builds 
confidence and molds character. 
Also, it will teach self-discipline 
along with physical skills. Any 
questions, can or visit the Cran
ston YMCA, 1225 Park Ave., 
943-0444. 

Gentian Garden 
Club Holdsl 
Plant Sale 

On May 25 at 9 a.m. at the 
Gazebo on the Green in North 
Scituate, the Gentian Garden 
Club will be featuring a plant 
sale featuring perenruals, ~nnu
als, wildflowers, herbs and veg
etables. The silent auction will 
feature donated plants and gar
den-related items from garden 
centers in the northern Rhode 
Island area. 

For more information, ca 11 
Kathy Bessette at 464-4651. 

they did occur. Vigorous art buy
ing didn' t seem to be in the air 
that day, and more than a few 
pieces received no bids at all. 

When no bids were given, 
Isaac often allowed the audi
ence to start the bidding, with 
his discretion, of course. "Make 
an offer," he said. "No one can 
insult me. " True to his word, he 
remained unruffled by attempts 
to offer one-quarter or even less 
that what he had originall y 
quoted. He usually did not, 
however, let such low offers go 
without a retort. "Where did 
you get this number?" he re
marked joviany to some bids 
that didn't quite reach accept-

able standards. Other times, he 
would deflect the bid by askmg 
the audience, "Some -better of
fer?" 

After the first round of pieces 
went on and off the action block 
(or easel, actually), a break took 
place in which audience mem
bers were anowed once more to 
peruse the artworks and to se
lect ones to bid on. The event 
was a huge success, raising 
funds for the Congregation and 
PHDS as we n as introducing 
numerous beautiful works into 
people's homes. Incidentally, I 
was so impressed with the 
pieces that I would up buying 
two myself! 

Gallery 401 's Exhibit 
"The Holocaust: Four Views" is now showing works such 

as this print by Berta Golalmy, as wen as pieces from Caroline 
Novak, Sandra Aarons Krupp and Harriet Goldman Caldwell. 

Herald photo by Seth Bromley 


