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University Assesses Influences 
on The Coming Election- -
Arafat Backed Taba Talks to Influence Israeli Election, Says Hebrew University Professor 

Insti tute, who is an expert on 
Arab affai rs. 

ing why it is expected that many 
of the immigrants who voted 
for Barak in 1999 wi U shift their 
vote to Sharon this time. 

Tu B'Shevat 
PAGES 

35¢ PER COPY 

Palestinian Authority Chair
man Yasser Arafat has realized 
that he would have more to lose 
if Ar ie l Sharon were to be 
elected as Israeli prime minis
ter than if Ehud Barak were to 
win. To try to influence the Is
raeli election, Arafat backed the 
recent peace di scuss ions at 
Taba, said Professor Amnon 
Cohen, director of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem's Harry 
S Truman Research Institute for 
the Advancement of Peace, at a 
press briefing held Jan. 28 at the 
university. 

However, the Arab political 
leaders feel a great sense of dis
appointment, exclusion and dis
crimination in their relations 
with the Barak government, he 
said, feelings that were greatly 
exacerbated by the Arab rioting 
and deaths in Nazareth last Oc
tober. Even if as many as half of 
the Arab voters were ultimately 
to vote for Barak again, he 
would still have to take 44 per
cent of the Jewish vote to win, 
said Reiter. 

The recent U.S. elections will 
also play a role in U.S.-Israel re
lations. Sheffer noted that the 
new U.S. administration has a 
number of people with broad 
experience in the Middle East. 
He thought that generally, there 
would not be a major shift in U.S. 
policy, other than a possib le 
greater emphasis on improving 
relations with the Gulf oil-pro
ducing states. Th.is would not 
necessarily adversely affect U.S.
Israel relations, said Sheffer. 

A Musical Night Filled 
With Hope and Justice 

The press briefing was held 
for the foreign media in Israel 
to explore the possible conse
quences arising from the elec
tion campaign for prime minis
ter on Feb. 6. 

Rega rding the possibility of 
the Israeli-Arab vote influenc
ing the outcome of the race be
tween Barak and Sharon, the 
speakers agreed that even if 
there were to be a shift in the 
current ca lls for Israeli Arab 
voters to abstain from voting on 
Feb. 6, it would not be signifi
cant enough to provide the mar
gin for a Barak victory. In the 
last election in 1999, 97 percent 
of /he Arab vote for prime min
ister went to Barak, said Dr. 
Yitzhak Reiter of the Truman 

That kind of Arab support is 
highly unlikley, since "the Arab 
political leaders want their pro
test to be effective," sa id Reiter, 
which is why they are calling for 
Arab voters to stay at home on 
Feb. 6 or to cast a blank ballot. 
"They want to shock the left
wing sector," he commented. 

Disappointment with Barak 
is not only felt among the Ar
abs, but also among Russian 
immigrant voters, sai~ Profes
sor Gabi Sheffer of the Hebrew 
Uni versity's political science 
department. These voters also 
are influenced by -feelings of a 
lack of security, a desire for a 
strong leader, and hawkish 
views on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, said Sheffer, in explain-

Gadi Wollsfeld, professor of 
political science and communi
cations, noted that Barak has not 
been successful in trying to 
change the political agenda for 
the election campaign by trying 
to focus on the peace process. 
Sharon, on the other hand, has 
been relatively successful in run
ning a "quiet" campaign, stress
ing peace and security while try
ing not to anger the Right, nor 
to scare off the center, he said. 

Founded in 1965, the Hebrew 
University's Harry S Truman 
Research Insti tute for the Ad
vancement of Peace is the old
est peace institute in the Middle 
East. 

by Luke O'Neill 
Hera.Id Editor 

Seemingly countless cars 
lined Morris Avenue and Ses
sions Street on the East Side 
last Saturday night. And even 
more people gathered inside 
Temple Emanu-El for a spe
cial interfaith singing concert. 
The annual community event, 
"Songs of Freedom and Jus
tice," sponsored by the His
toric Congdon Street Baptis t 
Church a nd the Temp le 
Emanu-El Social Action Com
mittee, is held in honor of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The end of the concert, pic
tured above, had everyone in 
a ttendance hold hands and 
sing "We Shall Overcome." 
Pictured is special guest and 
storyteller Len Cabral, Judy 

Israel's Economy and The Intifada 
Renowned Israeli 
Economist Gives 
His Perspective 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

Although the day-to-day 
terrorist and counter-terrorist ac
ti,vities in Israel regularly make 
international headlines, far less 
is publicly known about the im
portant economic effects of the 
crisis. For assistance on th.is mat
ter, I contacted Shlomo Maital, 
an internationally renowned 
economist and the academic di
rector of the Technion Institute 
of Management and professor of 
international economics and fi
nance at Technion-Israel Insti
tute of Technology. Maital cur
rently lives in Israel, and we cor
responded via e-mail . 

First, a broad overview: For 
a country as young and as small 
as Israel, it is generally doing 
very well in economic terms, 
ranking 119th out of 175 coun
tries in terms of gross national 
product. From the years 1990 to 
1998, its GOP grew at a rate of 

5.4 percent per yea r. Israel is 
largely a service-based econ
omy like the United States (67 
percent of its GDP is service
based, which includes tourism), 
with manufacturing, mining 
and agriculture rounding out 
the other industries. 

Previously, Israel's economic 
picture had been fantastic. In 
the year 2000, about $3 billion 
worth of capital flowed into Is
rael, three times more than the 
previous year. Israel had $36 
billion of exports per year. Its 
agricultural exports have been 
declining in recent years, how
ever, and its traditional dia
mond business is not reaUy im
pacting the economy ve ry 
much, since Israel now imports 
the same amount that it exports. 
Israel also produces clothing 
and leather products in addition 
to the mining of minerals. 

The effects of the intifada 
dramatically affected Is rael 's 
booming economy, Maita] said, 
although a portion of the dam
age done was caused by a "de
fl a tionary process stemming 

from high real interest rates." 
Whatever the cause, Israel 's 
fourth quarter in 2000 was dis
appointing. From October to 
November last year, outside in
vestment dropped from $250 
million to $125 million. Th.is was 
unfortunate, but not unfore
seen; all of Israel's high-tech 
businesses are aware that for
eign investors are less likely to 
put forth money and intellec
tual capital into an unstable en
vironment. "The main impact of 
this conflict," Maita] said, "is 
that it delays Israel 's full and 
complete integration with glo
bal markets." 

The tourist industry is the 
major loser in this conflict. "I'm 
afraid that the tourist industry 
was caught napping," Maita! 
said. "It' s very sad, and there 
are many very expensive hotels 
that are largely empty." Most of 
the layoffs have been from the 
tourist industry. Many travelers 
returning from Israel note with 
dismay how many of its board
walks and main streets are de
void of guests and tourists. He 

estimates the industry has lost 
80 percent of its business al
ready. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians 
alike are affected by the crisis. 
In fact, since the Palestinian 
economy is highly dependent 
on Israel (the Palestinian Au
thority receives a third of its 
GDP from its 120,000 workers 
in Israel), the PA will suffer far 
greater setbacks. Per capita in
come has dropped an estimated 
30 percent in the PA since the 
crisis began, and Wes t Bank 
sales of cheap goods to Israeli 
settlers has dropped by hun
dreds of millions of dollars in 
annual sa les. 

Israel exports 2.4 billion New 
Israeli Shekel's worth of goods 
to the West Bank and Gaza (4.14 
NIS - $1 U.S.), but this repre
sents only 1.2 percent of its to
tal exports . Maita! remarked 
that because Israel has been 
practically at war with the PA, 
it would normally be customary 
to cut off economic ties with 
them until the conflict was re
solved . The PA would lose 30 to 

Kaye, the Rev. Theodore Wil
son and Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin, 

Yo ung, o ld, black and 
white a udience members 
came together in a remarkable 
display of community togeth
erness, freedom and justice. 
Commenting on the special 
nature of the interfaith con
cert in his brief remarks, Rev. 
Wilson sa id wi th a smile, 
"Rabbi Jesus would be very 
pleased ." The reverend went 
on to say that Jews, Chris
tians, blacks and whites and 
the entire community can 
walk hand in hand together, 
helping and hoping with one 
another. 

Several local (and very tal
ented) musical groups per

(Continued on Page 7) 

35 percent of its GDP if Israel 
were to sever ties. However, 
Maita] also remarked that it is 
unlikely that the weal thy Pales
tinian leadership would be 
swayed at al1 by the "economic 
suffering of their people." He 
remarked, however, that there 
are signs that this attitude is 
changing 

Israeli Bonds have always 
been one of the main ways 
American Jews have supported 
Israe l. Maita! sa id that Israe l 
Bonds were crucial to support
ing Israel's infrastructure dur
ing the first few decades of its 
existence. He remarked that 
more bonds will have to be sold 
to pay off interest on bonds that 
are now maturing. Bond sales 
have been declining recently, he 
said, and have been replaced by 
venture capital instead. He re
marked that the Bank of Israel 
is slowly lowering interest rates, 
although the next lowering will 
be a 0.5 percent decrease rather 
than the 0.2 and 0.3 percent de
a·eases i.n recent months. 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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HAPPENINGS 
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The Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Provi
dence, announces the fo llowing activities. Call 273-KfDS. 

February 

2 What Color Day. 9:40 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. The museum's 
Preschool Friday series Uan. 26 to March 23) continues 
as children, ages 3 to 5 think pink! Mold a pretty pink 
playdough ptesent and sip a pink drink. Each session is 
20 minutes long. Pre-registration is recommended for this 
popular series. Call 273-KIDS, ext. 234 for enrollment 
information. There may be space available for walk-in 
registration for individual sessions. There is a $1 fee 
above the price of admission for walk-in registration. 
Check at the admissions desk. 

3 Miles of Smiles. 1 to 3 p.m. February is Dental Health 
Month! Kids age 3 and up join local dentists and see how 
to fill a cavity and put sealant on teeth. Meet the Tooth 
Fairy! 

4 Free First Sunday. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Families visi t the 
museum for free all d ay! From 1 to 3 p.m., kids ages· 5 
and up climb in a real dentist's chair and learn all about 
v isiting the dentist with guests from the community out
reach group "Providence Smiles." Meet the Tooth Fairy! 

5 Museum Closed. 
6 Play & Learn. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Preschoolers ages 2 to 4 play 

games and explore the nooks a nd crannies of 
Littlewoods. 

7 Tooth Boxes. 3 to 4:30 p.m. Celebrate Dental H ea lth 
Month! Chi ldren age 5 and up decorate tiny boxes to 
leave a treasure for the Tooth Fairy. 

8 Lacy Valentines. 3 to 4:30 p.m. Make a fancy, old-fash
ioned Va lentine out of delicate paper and lace! Kids age 
7 and up create a beautiful card for a loved one. 

Cranston Senior Guild to Meet 
The Cranston Senior Guild w ill hold its regular monthly meet

ing on Feb. 7 at 1 p.m. at Temple Tora! Yisrael, Cranston. Nancy 
Berman, president, will preside. 

Claire ];, rnstof, vice president for programming, has arranged 
for an inspiring speaker: Susan Leach DeBlasio, who has a most 
impressive background practicing law, has most of her expertise 
in advising medical professionals and health-care institutions. She 
has had the honor of being the second woman president of the 
Rhode Island Bar Association and the first woman president of 
the Rhode Island Bar Foundation. 

Bring a friend and have a most interesting afternoon. 

Join thousands 
of readers who know 
what's going on in the 
Rhode Island Jewish 
Community ... 

Timely features, local 
and social events, editorials 
and business profiles 
highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday 
and seasonal issues. 
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Calendar: February 1 Through February 8 
1 "Reflections" exhibit at the Bannister Gallery of Rhode Island College starts Feb. 1 and goes 

to the 24. Free admission. Opening reception is Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. Exhibit features works by 
former faculty of the RIC art department. 

2 Ground Hog Day Winter Census - in an age-old tradition, the winter residents of Block 
Island converge by a fire to have their official head count estimated during the cold month 
of February. Samuel Peckham Inn, Block Island. Call 466-5200. 
"The Piano Lesson" at Trinity Repertory Theatre, 201 Washington St., Providence, Feb. 2 to 
March 11. Call 351-4242. 
Borders Bookstore at Providence Place mall storytime every Friday morning from 10 to 11 
a.m. with Miss Susan. 

3 The Grand Victorian Ball, 7 to 10 p.m. An evening of 1890s dance and entertainment. Pe
riod style dress or attire recommended. The Astors Beechwood Mansion, 580 Bellevue Ave., 
Newport. Call 846·3772. 
Rose Island Seal Watching Tours. Bundle up, bring your binoculars and cameras and enjoy 
a one-hour harbor tour viewing seals in their natural winter habitat. Departs from Goat 
Island Marina, Newport, Feb. 3, 4 and 17 to 24. Call 847-4242 for times. 
K&S Ballroom D ance at MacKenzie Center, 1337 Centre St., Newton, Mass. Complimen
tary cha cha dance lesson from 7 to 8 p .m. Dancing 8 to midnight with complimentary food 
and beverage. Smoke free, $10 per person, couples/singles welcome. CaU 821-4108. 
Jazzapella Night, a musical fund-raiser hosted by Camp Yavneh, will be held at Congrega
tion Mishkan Tefila, 300 Hammond Pond Parkway, Chestnut Hill. Tickets are $25. Call (617) 
739-0363. 
Brown University men's hockey versus Colgate at 7 p.m. at Meehan Auditorium, corner of 
Hope Street and Lloyd Avenue on the East Side. 
New Jewish Cuisine 108 "Soups" at 4:30 p.m. on Channel 36 WSBE. Recipes include mush
room barley soup, lentil soup, stuffed cabbage soup. 

4 New Members Show, Feb. 4 to 25, Tuesday to Saturday 10 a .m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 to 5 p .m .; 
closed Monday and holidays. Rhode Island Watercolor Society GaUery, Slater Memorial, 
Armistice Boulevard, Pawtucket. Call 726-1876. 
Noam Zion speaks on "The Politics of Passover: The Four Children in Art and Midrash" at 
7:30 p.m. at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard Ave:, Providence. See the Jewish Herald's Jewish 
Community pages for more information. 
Temple Beth-El Sisterhood in Providence kicks off its film series at 2 p.m. in the temple's 
meeting hall at 70 Orchard Ave. Refreshments will be served and films are free and open to 
the public. The Feb. 4 movie is "Jumpin' Night in the Garden of Eden" with Klezmer music 
and discussion with Cantor Judith Seplowin. 

5 New England Institute of Technology in Warwick holds its first "Tech Nile" of the year from 
4 to 8 p .m. NEIT is located off Route 95 at exit 13 and one mile south of Green State Airport. 

6 "Cabaret," Feb. 6 to 11 at the Providence Performing Arts Center, 220 Weybosset St., Provi
dence. Call 421-ARTS. 
For Your Information lecture series continues at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode 
Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, with former R.I. Atty. Gen. Jeffrey Pine speaking 
about '"Matters of Public Trust and Confidence" at 1:30 p.m. FYI is a collaboration between 
the Jewish Seniors Agency and JCCRI . 

7 Slater Mill Harness Loom Weaving, Feb. 7 to 28, 9 a.m. to 6 p .m. at Hoxsie Gallery, 44 Broad 
St., Westerly. Call 596-2877. . , 
A free, introductory Reiki class will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Women & Infants' Center for 
Health Education, 1168 G.A.R. Highway in Swansea, Mass. Learn the healing energies and 
therapeutic touch that can relieve discomfort and stress - but first call (508) 730-1010 to 
register. 
Rabbi Dov Ber Pinson lectures on Reincarnation and Judaism at 7:15 p.m. at the CHAI Cen· 
ter of Chabad of West Bay, 15 Centerville Road, Warwick. Ca ll 732-6559. 
Playreading at Barrington Public Library, 281 County Road, Barrington, at 7 p.m. with Elsa 
Grieder and "Isn' t It Romantic" by Wendy Wasserstein. Call 247-1920. 

8 Winter Film Series, 6 p.m. with "Babette's Feast," Best Foreign Film, 1987. Rosecliff, Bellevue 
Avenue, Newport. Call 847-1000, ext. 154. . 
Gallery 401 at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Provi
dence, holds an opening reception for its new exhibit for the month. Reception is from 5 to 8 
p.m. Show runs from Feb. 5 to 28. 

Lazy Sunday Story Hour Comes Alive 
On Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. Books on the Square on the East Side hosts Nudging The Imagination as 

Steven Krasner tickles your funny bone with a fun-filled and highly interactive workshop where he 
shares one of his favorite stories and leads us through to the creation of a story all our own. 

For more information, call Books on the Square at 331-9097. 

North American Home Show Opens in Boston 
The 22nd annual North American Home Show opens its doors Feb. 3 and runs through Feb. 11 at 

Bayside Expo Center, Boston, Mass. . . 
Tour the fully furnished model home; view landscaping by Modern Landscaping; see the latest m 

appliances, kitchens, bath designs, windows, doors, swimming po.ols, furniture: and much more. 
The North American Home Show is a great place to start planrung those sprmg pro1ects. Talk to 

the experts, compare products and services, and get some great ideas for your home improvements. 
Show hours are Monday through Friday, 1 to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 9 P·';"·; and Sundays, 11 

a.m . to 7 p.m. Bayside Expo Center is located off exit 15 on Route 93. Adnuss1on 1s $7 for aduHs, and 
$3 for children ages 6 to 12 (children under 6 are free). Call (800) 225-1577 for more information. 
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OPINION 
On Leadership and Moral Authority Have Compassion 

by State Rep. 
David N. CiciUine 

(D-Providence) districts 4 and 5 

Change, for a single person, 
an institution, a city or a nation, 
brings with it opportunities for 
self-examination and renewal . 
Neither quality was evident in 
City Hall on Jan. 2 and 3. 

Throughout two lengthy 
press conferences in which we 
learned of the changing of the 
guard a t the top of the Provi
dence Police Department, nei
ther Mayor Vmcent Cianci, Pub
lic Safety Commissioner John 
Partington, outgoing Chi ef 
Urbano Prignano, nor Colonel- · 
designate Richard Sullivan ut
tered a meaningful word about 
the serious probl ems that 
plague the PPD. 

Alleged corrupt promotion 
and assignment practi ces, the 
mistrust and overt hostility that 
characterize police/ community 
relations in too many neighbor
hoods, rogue behavior by bad- . 
app le officers whose horrific 
actions taint the good names of 
their colleagues and, perhaps 
most tellingly, officers' lack of 
confidence in their chief and the 
system that elevated him to that 
office, apparently were not con
sidered worthy of mention by 
those from whom we expect 
enlighte ned leadership an d 
ethical example. 

Ins tead, a ll we got were 
symptoms of denial : tired plati
tudes, misleading statistics, 
skewed priorities and- empty 
reassurances : The PPD is the 
country's finest. Crime rates are 
down. Let's get the media off 
our backs now. Trust us. 

Deafening sil ence re mains 
the Cianci administrati on's of0 

ficial response to crises within 
the PPD in particular, and to the 
investigations, indictments and 
convictions of the ongoing Op
era ti on Plunderdome in gen
eral. Here is the question most 
central to our predicament: To 
whom can police officers, city 
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employees and indeed, aJJ citi
zens of Providence look for 
lea dership empowered by 
moral au thori ty? 

Under the best of circum
stances it would be tmfair to pile 
on the next chief (interim or 
otherwise) or second-guess 
the mayor. Colonel-designate 
Sulli van deserves a chance to 
demonstrate his fitness for the 
job. Mayor Cianci's sense that 
the PPD could no t functi on 
lea derless thro u gh lengthy 
search and confirmation pro
cesses was on-target. But these 
are hardly good times. 

Allow me, then, to be specific 
not only in terms of enumerat
ing many of the problems fac
ing otir city, but also about so
lutions as I currently see them. 

O urs is not the best police 
department in America. It can 
be. Improvement begins at the 
top, so now more than ever our 
new chief must be politically 
independent. He or she must be 
an experienced leader whose 
record strongly su ggests the 
ability to deal effectively with 
difficulti es the likes of which 
currenty plague the PPD. 

The new chief must under
stand that the community can 
be a law enforcement aJJy rather 
than an adversary. The peQple's 
lack of trust in the PPD must be 
acknowledged . A wa ry, unco
operative citizenry hinders the 
effecti veness of its police. The 
new chief must mend the 
department's rela tions with all 
the people of our city. Commu
nity policing must no longer be 
the province of a special unit, 
but rather a governing depart
mental principle. 

The roles and needs of our 
police are changing, too. Along 
with new cars and computers 
and enhanced firepower, the 
new chief must provide sensi
tivity training, fami ly counsel
ing, financial management ad
vice and other necessary profes
sional and social services to his 

Candlelighting 
February 2, 2001 

4:43 p.m. 

Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

or her officers. If the PPD is to 
deal effectiv(e'ly with the realities 
of 21st century law enforce
ment, if it is to perform to the 
highest contem porary stan
dards as established and refined 
by admired departments na
tionwide, then the government 
and citizens of Providence must 
become "pro-cop" in the best 
sense of that term. 

The Providence Police De
partment is comprised of 459 
officers. The overwh elming 
major ity of these men and 
women are honest, competent 
and hard-working- in spite of 
the dearth of mora l authority at 
the highest levels of civilian 
leadership. They are deserving 
of our respect. It is just wrong 
to "profil e" a person because of 
the uniform he or she wears as 
it is to engage in racial stereo
typjng. 

But bad cops exist, and the 
PPD must weed them out and 
never hire another. In Provi
dence today, rogue officers do 
not fea r retribution from lead
ership. The best police depart
ment in America would not al
low one of its officers who as
saulted a journali st to go un
punished, let a lone to be put 
back on the street oni y to be ac
cused subsequently of commit
ting a similar act. 

If our police officers are to 
operate from a position of moral 
authority, they must first dem
onstrate, individually and col
lecti vely, moral behavior. Their 
department must insist upon 
nothing less. I strongly favor the 
creation o f a civilian review 
board to address complaints of 
police misconduct and, in ap
propriate ins ta nces, recom
mend punishment. 

I urge sta te legislators, the 
Providence City Council, com
munity action groups and the 
Fraternal Order of Police to sup
port the creation and refinement 
of an entity with the working 

(Contin ued on Page 11) 

To the Edi tor: 
I'm in Florida and just read Wally Spiegler 's interesting col

umns about a mensch and a perfect world Gan. 4 and Jan. 11). I 
believe both subjects are closely related. in fact they both boil down 
to one word: compassion. I' ll give one example. Not long ago I 
rushed back to Rhode Island for my wi fe's funeral and when my 
daughter saw me she told me I must get a haircut. So my son-in
law rushed me to a place open on Sunday, not his regular shop. 
The hairdresser did a very good job, but I told her I wouldn' t come 
back again -quickly explaining the circumstances. I did not want 
her wondering why I never would be back. Be compassionate -
it's so easy to db! 

Not being a very observant Jew and risking the label of being 
called self-righteous, I'm beginning to believe the soul is actually 
a form of electrical energy - a force that we do not yet compre
hend. Each religion truly believes their path is correct, and most 
follow the concept of one G-d. I also understand that rituals are 
necessary to maintain a cohesion and discipline among the earth's 
inhabitants. Want a more perfect world? Just be a mensch - and 
have compassion for everyone you.meet. 

Leon Sloane 
Boynton Beach, Fla. and Narragansett, R.l. 

JCPA Condemns U.S. Attorney for 
Tarring Jews as Potential Criminals 

Harmah Rosenthal, execu tive 
director of the Jewish Council 
for Public Affairs, issued the fo l
lowing statement Jan. 26 in re
sponse to reported comments 
by Assis ta nt U.S. Attorney 
Deborah Landis in a letter sent 
to then President Clinton on Jan. 
16, four days before Clinton 
commuted the sentences of Ben
jamin Berger, Jacob Elbaum, 
David Goldstein and Kalmen 
Stern: 

"The Jewish Council for Pub
lic Affairs is appaJJed that As
sistant U.S. Attorney Deborah 
Landis would stoop to tarring 
an entire religious community, 
in an effort to s top a possible 
presidential action. Although 
)CPA takes no position on the 
merits of former President 
Clinton's decision to commute 
the sentences of four Jewish 
men convicted of stealing $40 
mi llion in U.S. government 
funds, we believe that Landis 
crossed the line when she ar
gu ed in a letter to President 
Clinton that a pardon or com-

mutation would 'send a mes
sage t6 that worldwide commu
nity that its pursuit of its own 
religious customs justifies fraud 
against the government regard
less of its magnitude.' 

" Land is' su gges ti on that 
Hasidic Jews will break the law 
to pursue religious customs is 
offensive to the entire Jewish 
community. 

"While Deborah Landis may 
not have intended to tar the 
Jewish communi ty as potential 
crimina ls, all of us, especially 
those who work in law enforce
ment and the legal community, 
must be vigilant in our efforts 
not to stereotype, smear, or mis
represent a whole group or even 
a minority part of it in order to 
achieve a means to an end." 

. JCPA is the public affairs arm 
of the organized Jewish com
munity that serves as the na
tional coordinating and advi
sory body for the 13 national 
and 123 local agencies compris
ing the field of Jewish commu
nity relations. 

Say -11 Again 
It's a common ex perience 

that even those who don' t have 
any relig ious conviction can 
suddenly find faith when thrust 
into dire circumstances. This is 
where we get the deathbed con
fessions, the prison conversions 
and the foxhole revelations that 
make believers out of cynics. 

But it does raise the question 
of why everyone else does not 
s·ee things as we do. Why are 
they immune to the wonders of 
the world, the miracles that in
form our existence, the bless
ings that inhab it each 
person's life? Why do they 
have to be victims of their 
own vulnerability before 
they call on the interces
sion of G-d? 

Could it be that G-d 
speaks se lectively, and 
that only some of us get 
the message? No, it 
couldn' t be that. Here's what it 
is: He needs those of us who are 
hearing Hirn to help deliver the 
message to others. Not every
one gets it right away, so we 
have to be part of the commu
nications team. 

Last week's portion, Va' eira, 
begins with G-d saying to Moses, 
"I am the L-rd, and I appeared 

unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob, as G-d Alm-gh ty, but 
by My name Ad-nai I made me 
not known to them." 

How can this be? Here is the 
One who has performed count
less miracles, influenced our 
forebears to establish Judaism 
on earth, promised that He will 
free the Jews from bondage in 
Egypt, and yet He is telling 
Moses that there are ways in 
w hich H e has not yet been 
known? 

One explanation of this pas
sage is that He is sealing the 

T~rah Today 
covenant - telling Moses thaL 
the possess ion of Canaan, 
where a great nation would be 
established, is finaJly at hand. 

• Abraham, Isaac and Jacob knew 
of this in principle, and now 
Moses would lead t]:ie people to 
the reality. 

But there is more (isn' t there 
always?) Moses is being made 
to understand that there is al
ways a new way to know G-d, 

and that each person experi
ences this uniquely. It is his task, 
and ours a~ well, to find the way 
to help others see the L-rd and 
understand His word. This pre
figures the rest of the portion, 
in which Pharaoh seems to ac
cept the word of the L-rd over 
and over, yet keeps changing his 
mind about freeing the slaves. 
His heart is "hard" and "stub
born," as Torah says. But isn' t 
that true of everyone? We all 
have a hard or stubborn spot 

that refuses to accept what · 
our sou l is telling us. 

That's why we ha ve 
not done our job by 
merely pass ing on the 
word of the L-rd once, or 
twice, or weekly, or daily. 
Those of us with the good 
fortune to know our 
blessings have to free the 
spirit of those who don' t 

by li vi ng our li ves in Torah. 
When G-d says to Moses "I am 
the L-rd," He is not te lling 
Moses something new: He is 
telling Moses to te ll others 
something new. And to keep 
saying it w1til they understand. 

Submi tted by Rabbi Yossi 
Laufer of CHAI Center ofChabad 
of West Bay, Wanvick. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
More Local Students Honored as Feinstein Scholars 

The Jan. 18 issue of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Herald featured 
three local Jewish students who 
were honored as Feinstein 
scholars. Pictures -of the stu
dents and their inspirational es
·says were featured. 

If a student, a high school se
ruor, attends a college or univer
sity in Rhode Island, the student 
will receive a scholarship for 
$8,000 to commend the 
scholar's dedication to public 
service antl for personally try
ing to make a difference in the 
world. All students will receive 
$2,000 upon graduation. Thirty
five high school seruors are rec
ognized from the Class of 2001. 

This week, the Jewish Herald 
features two more local Jewish 
students-Adam Deitch, a Lin
coln High School student who 
lives in Lincoln and Lori 
Wilfand, a Toll Gate High 
School student who lives in 
Warwick. Both Adam and Lori 
were also honored as Feinstein 
scholars and their essays, which 
were submitted as part of the 
scholarship application, appear 
in this week's Jewish Herald. En
joy. 

by Adam Deitch 

As the founder, organizer, 
and current director of my 
school's communi ty service 
program, CAST (Commuruty 
Action and Service Team), at 
Lincoln High School in Lincoln, 
R.I., I have had the opporturuty 
to have a great impact on people 
from across the state. The pur
pose of the orgaruzation is to 
offer numerous opportunities 
for students to perform commu
ruty service. In its first year in 
existence, more than 100 stu
dent volunteers have compiled 
more than 1,000 aggregate 
hours of service. 

Events at the Rhode Island 
Commuruty Food Bank, "Vol-

unteers in Providence Schools," 
the Lincoln Animal Shelter, or
nament making before the holi
days, and a townwide 
"Wellness Fair" are just a few of 
the many ways this organiza
tion is making a difference in the 
community. . 

Personally, I have performed 
extensive service at the Food 
Bank, volunteered at inner-city 
libraries tutoring elementary 
school and rrudd.le school-aged 
children, worked at the 
town wide Wellness Fair target
ing the· town's youth in drug, 
fire, and crime prevention and 
tutor a student on Jewish-re
lated topics weekly. 

The greatest reward for me is 
when I see the recipients of the 
service benefiting fr_om the 
·CAST events. Community ser
vice is the bridge which con
nects the problems of today 
with the successes of tomorrow. 
Performing service myself and 
inspiring others to do so is how 
l have an impact on my commu
nity. The students receiving 
help with their homework, the 
families that get that extra meal, 
and the elementary school stu-

Adam Deitch 

On Beautiful Lake Tispaquin 
Mid.dleboro, Massachusetts . 02346 

Founded in 1927 for Jewish boys 7 to 15 years old 
entering grades 2 through 10 

"The Tradition Continues" 

Archery • Arts & Crafts • BasketbalJ • Canoeing • Fishing 
FootbalJ • Fun-yaking • Hydroslicling • Kayaking• KlckbalJ 

Newcomb • Photography • Ping Pong • Radio 
Ropes / ChalJenge Course • Rowing • Sailing • Soccer 
SoftbalJ • Street Hockey• Swim Instruction • Tennis 

Tubing • VolleybalJ • Waterskiing • Weightlifting 
Windsurfing • Woodworking• Wrestling 

Weekly Field Trtps • Inter- and Intra-Camp Competition 

EXCELLENT KOSHER FOOD 
2 RESIDENT R.N.'s • 3 ON-CALL PEDIATRICIANS 

7 l / 2 weeks season or 3 l / 2-week session 
or 4-week session 

CALL OR WRITE: 
Paul G. Davis, Director 

CampAvoda 
1 Essex Street, Lynnfield, MA 01940 

(781) 334-6275 ~--~ 
Fax: (781) 334-4779 
campavoda@aol.com 
www.campavoda.org 

---·· Th,, c1mp mu~1 c.-omply with rettubuons of the Masuchusctu Dcp.trtmcnt of Public Health 
(H>'iC-MR 430.000), ~nd be hccrucd by the M1ddlcboro llo.ud of Health. 

Info rmation 0 11 IOSCMR 4)0.000 cw be obu1ned at (78 1) 983-6761. 

dents being alerted to the com
mon dangers of the world are 
just a few of the many ways my 
CAST group is impacting the 
town and the state. 

As a result of the exponential 
growth of this program from day 
one, I was nominated and later 
selected to serve on the state
wide Youth in Philanthropy 
Board. This group, co-sponsored 
by Alan Shawn Feinstein and the 
Rhode Island Foundation, is in 
charge of making grant recom
mendations for awards to youth
oriented organizations around 
the state. Seeing philanthropy 
through the grant-reviewing 
process was an invaluable and 
enriching experience. . 

The CAST program's success 
has also paved the way for 
many snidents to achieve their 
required service hours for 
church or school. These stu
dents then go above and be
yond their required hours be
cause they find satisfaction in 
the knowledge that they are bet
tering the lives of others. It is 
this satisfaction that serves as 
the impetus for my ongoing 
comrrutment to serve my school 
and commuruty. 

Next year I plan to expand 
the CAST program to many 
other high schools. This sum
mer I am meeting with school 
officials in regard to my pro
posed community service con
ference, in which representa
tives from all Rhode Island high 
schools will be invited to learn 
about the need for and the pro
cess of estab lishing a high 
school commuru ty service pro
gram. 

I would love to be a Feinstein 
scholar because I feel the char
acteristics required to achieve 
such an honor - brotherhood, 
compassion, integrity, leader
ship, and philanthropy - are 
the quintessential attributes I 
strive to embrace everyday. 

by Lori Wilfand 

As a comrru tted volunteer, 
dedicated teacher, and loving 
sister of a person with a disabil
ity I recognize how important it 
is to help those in need and do 
everything in one's power to 
enhance the lives of others. It is 
always rewarding to watch the 
response or see the ecstatic re
action 0£ the person that I had 
just interacted with, whether 
the betterment of their life was 
through playing a game, engag
ing in conversation, or teaching 
a new skill. 

I will never forget the looks 
on the faces of the girls on the 
Trudeau Tiger Cheerleading 
Squad after the Special Olym-

Lori Wilfand 

pies Rhode Island basketball 
tournament. AU day, the girls 
had cheered their hardest and 
had so much fun. It was hard 
for them, however, because they 
were the only squad in the state 
and the responses to their pres
ence were varied. At the end of 
the day, the medals were 
awarded to the teams in the or
der of their placement in the 
tournaments. Much to the sur-

Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club 

prise of myself and the other 
coach, a representative from 
SORJ came over to the girls and 
handed each -one their own 
medal. One girl, Janet, ran up to 
me to show me her medal. She 
nearly bowled me over with the 
hug that she gave me after 
proudly shoving her medallion 
in my face. That was a moment 
that made me very proud, not 
only of the squad for all of their 
hard work throughout the bas
ketbalJ season, but also of my 
efforts which had affected the 
lives of these girls. 

I hope to further my service 
to others and expand the com
passion that I possess beyond 
the Trudeau Center and Special 
Olympics. I intend to live a life 
that exemplifies my drive and 
desire to help others. There are 
so many avenues that one can 
travel down in life and I chose 
one of dedication and commu
nity service to something that I 
am passionate about - those 
with disabilities. 

I feel that my self-confidence 
has been boosted and my ability 
to speak in front of and to people 
that I do not know has been 
greatly enhanced. I now believe 
that I am capable of doing much 
more than I ever imagined in re
lation to taking control and be
ing a leader of a group regard
less of the size or purpose. My 
experience as a coach and a 
chaperone has greatly enhanced 
qualities within myself that I can 
in turn use to my advantage in 
helping others. 

I want to be a Feinstein 
Scholar b~cause the recogrution 
that I would receive would 
draw attention to the fact that 
there is a strong need for people 
to become involved with those 
with disabilities and better the 
life of somebody else, but also 
their own. 

Jazzes It Up 
The Sunday meeting of Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club will be held Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. The guest 

speaker for the afternoon will be William Miles. He will speak on "The New Jewish Jazz." 
As a youth, Miles was a first place winner of the National Bible Contest, and went on to represent 

North America in the International Bible Contest in Israel He is now the Stotsky professor of Jewish 
historical and cultural studies at Northeastern Uruversity, a position which he has held since 1998. 
Miles is also a professor of political science. Author of six books and the recipient of four Fulbrights, 
he specializes in questions of ethruc identity and culture. 

Miles has conducted field work in such varied settings as French-speaking islands in the Carib
bean, South Pacific and Indian Ocean, Black Muslim villages in West Africa and Reform Jewish 
kibbutzim in the Negev Desert. During his last sabbatical, he and his farruly spent six months at The 
Hebrew Uruversity in Jerusalem. A member of Temple Emanu-El with his wife Loiza, the Mileses 
have a son in kitah vav of the religious school and a daughter in midrasha. 

Mazel Tov · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
It's A Boy 

With grateful thanks to G-d on the birth of a baby boy to Rabbi Yossi and Shoshanah Laufer. 
. The brit-circurncision took place.Jan. 28 at the Chabad CHAI Center, 15 Centerville Road, Warwick. 

Brit Milah - Circumcision 

1. Why do we have a bris? Baby boys enter into the covenant with G-d the way Avraham did 
more than 4,000 years ago, through a circumcision. The bris is a physical reminder of our 
connection with G-d. 

2. Is it a mitzvah? Yes. In the Torah it is written: "At the age of eight days, every male among 
you throughout the generations shall be circumcised." (Genesis 17:12) 

3. When is it performed? A bris rrulah is performed on (or after) the eighth day after the baby 
is born. The commandment is so important that the ceremony takes place even if the eighth 
day is Shabbat or Yorn Kippur, the holiest .day of the Jewish year. 

4. Who performs the bris? An observant person who is properly trained both medically and 
in the Jewish laws of circumcision. ..-

5. Why the covenant? So that Jews everywhere, in all times and places, are bound to G-d 
through this mi tzvah, as one people. _ 

6 When do girls enter into a covenant with G-d? Girls, as soon as they are born, enter into G
d's covenant and need no further confirmation of this divine and eterna l bond. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
The Trees Are Having a Birthday! 

The Jewish environmental 
festival called Tu Bishvat falls 
on Feb. 8. Literally the 15th day 
of the Hebrew month of Shevat, 
Tu Bishvat is often called the 
Jewish Arbor Day or the new 
year for the trees. 

Once a nature festival ofjew
ish peasants, this holiday draws 
our attention to two command
ments related to the land: one 
requiring farmers to give away 
a tithe (one tenth) of a ll crops 
grown during a given year, the 
other prohibiting people from 
eating the fruit of a tree until the 
fourth year after p lanting. Both 
mark time for nature and for 
trees, and the day evolved into 
a religious birthday celebration 
and a harbinger of spring. It re
mains one of the minor Jewish 
holidays. 

Celebrating 
Tu Bishvat Toda y 

• The focus is on the environ
ment both locally and in Israel. 
Planting trees in Israel is a 
popular custom, especia lly for 
children. 

• We eat foods and fruits 
grown in Israe l, esp ecia ll y 
carob, nuts, raisins, figs and al
monds . Kabbalistic tradition 
assigns a variety of meanings to 
the different fruits we eat, from 
levels of creation to categories 
of interpersonal relations. 

we went home. Why were the 
trees having a birthday? Why in 
the middle of w inte r when 
snow covers bare branches? 
Wha t cUd this holiday have to 
do with the indoor Judaism of 
my childhood neighborhood 
and the sh te tl of genera lions 
past? And how did Israel fit into 
it all? 

This year, finally, it's going to 
be different. Now I live with my 
husband and two young chil
dren on the edge of a nature 
preserve. Trees abound. Our 

· Shabbatwalks inevitably lead to 
quiet awe at G-d's creation. My 

came a harbinger of spring. In 
the Diaspora, especially in the 
20th century, it became a day to 
celebrate our connection to the 
land of Israel. And over the last 
few d ecades, Tu Bishva t has 
taken on ecological overtones, 
returning in a way to its agri
cultural roots. 

Earlier this year, around the 
time of my son's birthday, we 
planted the cedar tree we had 
intended to plant at his birth. At 
Tu Bishvat, we're going to cel
ebrate his tree with a special cer
emony. We ' ll offer som e 
berakhot (blessings) and we'll 

The foJlowing recipes are 
frorn ·Chef Dvorah Buhr 's Tu 
Bishvat kitchen. Buhr, a student 
in the JTS's H .L. Miller 
Cantorial School, is a lso an 
award-winning, certified pastry 
chef with a specialty in choco
late and candy production. 

Candied Clementines 

1 doze n clementines, un
peeled 

(washed with top s tern re-
moved) 

4 cups sugar 
3 cups water 
Pierce oranges with knife or 

or sugar. Serve at room tem
perature as a treat with coffee 
or tea. Store in airtight con
tainer. 

Mixed Nut Brittle 

2 cups water 
4 cups sugar 
2 cups corn syrup 
2 tsp. salt 
4 cups assorted unsalted nuts 
(Try walnuts, almonds, pe-

cans, pine nuts, cashews, etc.) 
1 / 4 cup butter 
1 / 2 tsp . baking soda, dis

solved in 1 tsp. water 
Combine all ingredients ex

cept baking soda mixture, but
te r and nuts and bring to a 
gent le boil. Boil until candy 
thermometer reaches 225 to 230 
degrees. Add the nuts and con
tinue to stir until the tempera
ture reaches 290 degrees. Re
move from heat and add bak
ing soda mixture and butter. Stir 
until incorporated. Spread on 
greased baking sheet. Let cool 
and break into pieces. Store in 
airtight container. 

Spicy Fruit Compote 

1 cup prunes 
2 cups frozen sweet cherries 
1 cup golden raisins 
1 cup dried apricots 
1 cup dried cherries 
2 cups sugar 
2 cups wine (or grape juice) 
2 cups apple or orange juice 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 / 2 tsp. cloves 
1 / 2 tsp. allspice 

• The Tu Bish vat seder, origi
nated in the 16th century by a 
group of Jewish mystics in 
Safed, has gained in popularity 
recently. It involves eat in g 
fruits, drinking four cups of 
wine and reciting certain bibli
cal verses. 

PLANTING THE ORANGE GROVE, Jerusalem, circa 1920 from the JTS library postcard collec
tion Photo by Suzamte Kaufman 

1/8 tsp. black pepper 
Put all ingrecUents in pot ex

cept frozen cherries. Simmer 
over low heat until liquid is ab
sorbed by the dried fruit (about 
45 minutes to 1 hour), Add wa
ter if the pan becomes dry. Af
ter the fruits have plumped up, 
you may cut them into smaller 
pieces. Add cherries (wi th their 
juice) and continue to simmer 
until hot and liquid thickens 
slightly. Remember to keep on 
low heat, stirring often. 

The Promise 
of Tu Bishvat 

by Johanna Ginsberg 
This year it's going to be dif

ferent. As a child of the 70s 
growing up in Brooklyn I had 
no deep religious or spiritual 
connection with Tu Bishvat . 
There were no rituals. Sure, we 
"planted" trees in Israel. But the 
real annual ritual was deciding 
whom to honor with the tree; 
whose name would appear on 
the Jewish National Fund cer
tificate (one year, my Hebrew 
school class bought a tree in 
honor of the Fonz). We sang a 
few Zionist songs; we received 
baggies fil led with dried fruit 
and a hard, dark, tasteless, im
possible-to-eat substance they 
called "bokser" - as if naming 
it explained everything - and 

2-year-old loves to go hiking to 
"see the trees decaying" in the 
woods. Our connection to the 
land is again palpable. And now 
we understand, d eep ly, tha t 
w hile we live in New Jersey, our 
land is Israel; that while many 
books fill our shelves, our book 
is the Torah. 

To fulfill certain precepts of 
the Torah involving agricultural 
calcu lations (one requiring 
farmers to give away a tithe 
(one tenth) of all crops grown 
during a given year, the other 
prohibiting people from eating 
the frui t of a tree until the fourth 
year after planting), the rabbis 
established a new year for the 
t rees on the 15th day of the 
month of Shevat (this year co
inciding with Feb. 8). The rab
bis believed that the trees' first 
fruits were beginning to form at 
this ti me, and the festival be-

water the tree. We'll explain that 
this is the tree's birthday, and 
my son will sing "Happy Birth
day," his favorite song. Instead 
of birthday cake, we'll eat the 
fruits that grow in Israel, sym
bolicaJly celebrating the trees 
growing there (no bokser, 
though, which I now know is 
carob and was used because it 
was one of the few fruits that 
could be shipped to Diaspora 
communities from Israel with
out risking spoilage). And my 
son and his tree will grow up 
together. The promise of the 
land, the promise of Israel and 
the promise of my son will be 
forever intertwined . And the 
gift'of Tu Bishvat will not be lost 
on him. 

Johanna Ginsberg is publica
tions director at the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary~ • 

Area Businesses to Host Early 
Morning Jewish Text Study 

Torah study, biblical explora
tions and Jewish approaches to 
contemporary social issues are 
among the topics to be expl9red 
in a unique array of early morn
ing study groups to be held at 
area workplaces beginning in 
late February. Hebrew College's 
Center for Adult Jewish Learn
ing in collaboration with Com
bined Jewish Philanthropies is 
sponsoring the eight-session 
classes. 

One of the series highlights 
is a course with Rabbi Moshe 
Waldoks entitled "The Lan
guage of Truth: Exploring the 
Weekly Torah Portion with 
Mystical Commentary." Rabbi 

Waldoks w ill teach at Solomont 
Bailis Ventures in Newton Cor
ner, examining the tex ts 
through the lens of one of Pol
ish Hasid ism's last great mas
ters, Rabbi Yehudah Alter, using 
Professor Arthur Green's trans
lations of Rabbi Alter's mysti
cal commentary. 

At Needh am's Interface 
Group, Rabbi Alan Ullman will 
teach "Sacred Words to Live 
By." Dr. Gilbert S. Rosenthal >yill 
offer "Reading the Prophet 
Hosea : From Suffering to 
Reconciliation" at Boston's 
Children's Hospital. At Foley, 
Hoag, and Eliot (in Boston's Fi
nancial Dis trict), Dr. Yohanan 

Petrovsky-Shtern's class will 
explore "Reading the Book of 
Job: On Good and Evil in the 
Jewish TracUtion." Finally, "Min
ing the Rabbinic Tradition: Jew
ish Approaches to Contempo
rary Social Issues" is the subject 
ofRabbi Aryeh Klapper' s course 
at Mt. Auburn Hospital in Cam
bridge. 

These special learning oppor
tunities, open to participants of 
all backgrounds and knowledge 
levels, begin the week of Feb. 26 
and run from 7:30 to 8:45 a.rn. 
(Note: The Waldoks course runs 
from 7:45 to 8:45 a.rn.) Tuition is 
$195. For further details, contact 
Lina Reznikov at (617) 278-4939. 

toothpick eight to 10 times. 
Combine sugar and water in a 
deep pot. Place clementines in 
this mixture and cover. Bring to 
gentle boil over medium hea t 
taking care not to boil over. To 
prevent the mixture from foam
ing over, add 1 tsp. oil. Continue 
to simmer clementines for 1 1 / 
2 hours until translucent. The 
syrup should thicken but must 
not caramelize. If the mixture 
becomes too thick, add addi
tional water. 

Recipe may be varied by 
adding cinnamon stick, cloves 

Delicious hot or cold; as a 
side dish or over ice cream or 
cake. May be refrigerated up to 
one month. 

JEFFERY PINE 
Former Attorney General 

"Matters of Public Trust & Confidence" 

February 6, 2001 
1:30 pm 

Jewish Community 
Center of 

Rhode Island 

Refreshments are served. 

A COLLABORATIVE 

For Your Information Series (F.Y.I.) 

Any questions, call Sue Robbio at 861-8800 
or Judy Weisblatt at 351-4750 
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J EWISH COMMUNITY 
Brandeis University 

Launches New Dual Degree 
Begin_ning this June, Bran

deis will offer a new graduate
level dual degree - a master of 
business administration from 
the Heller Graduate School and 
a master of arts from th e 
Hornstein Program in Jewish 
Communal Service. 

"As Jewish agencies nation
wide face an increasingly com
plex environment, we need to 
ensure that our next generation 
of professionals is prepared to 
create innovative and effective 
organizations," sai d John 
Ruskay, executive vice presi 
dent and CEO of UJA Federa
tion of New York. "They must 
have the perspective of top busi
ness leaders and an intimate 
knowledge of our community's 
needs. Brandeis's new dual de
gree offering provides this pow
erful combination of cutting
edge skills and va lues-based 
orientation." 

The new progra m will 
complement the nationally rec
ognized dual master of manage
ment and MA in Jewish Com
munal Services degree program 
offered b y H ell e r a nd the 
Hornstein program. While the 
MM / MA degree prepares indi
viduals for leadership positions 
in community-based Jewish ser
vice organizations, the MBA / 

•MA degree will provide stu 
dents with the skills to be effec
tive managers in large, multi
site Jewish service agencies. 

I 

"Students enrolled in the 
MBA program will learn how to 
design and deploy new mana
gerial strategies and how to de
velop and implement strong fi
nancial management strategies 
aimed at improving service de
livery," according to Jo n 
Chilinge rian, director of 
Heller 's MBA and master of 
management program. "What 
makes this program unique is 
the progressive curriculum that 
is designed to educate individu
als who will take the lead and 
create innovative and effective 
organizations." 

The Hornstein Program has 
been preparing professiona ls 
for leadership roles in the Jew
ish community for more than_30 
years. Susan Shevitz, progra m 
directo r and professo r says, 
"Our program is rooted in our 
core belief that highly skilled 
professionals, well-versed in 
the key concerns of contempo
rary Jewish life, are the best can
didates to shape the future of 
the Jewish community. A dual 
degree with the Heller School's 
MBA program will onl y 
strengthen our mission." 

The MBA / MA dual degree 
program spans 27 months, and 
includes 27 core courses, a team 
consulting project, a seminar in 
Israel and two academic years 
of fi eld work experience in Bos
ton-area Jewish organizations. 

Storytelling for All Ages 
Len Cabral, special guest and storyteller at a Jan. 27 inter

faith concert at Temple Emanu-El, sits in the front row the 
Historic Congdon Street Baptist Church's Youth Choir and 
watches the Temple Emanu-EI Youth Choir, Kol Kesem per
form. With a sly style and speaking with hand motions as 
much as his voice, Cabral told two entertaining stories of per
severance and building friendships. 

Herald photo by Luke O'Neill 
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Winter Sale 
· 2 week$ only 
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Rabbi Blake Discusses The Effects 
of Secular Government on Jews 

How Will It Be This Time Under Bush? 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

A lot of people seem to be 
asking: How will President 
George W. Bush affect the Jew
ish people? Rather than debate 
this thorny question outright, 
Rabbi Jonathan Blake of Temple 
Beth-El in Providence chose in
stead to focus on the his
tory of Jewish philosophy 
concerning non-Jewish 
leaders. He met members 
of Perspectives, Rhode 
Is land 's Jewish Young 
Adult Project, in the Sarah 
Doyle Center on Jan. 25. 
To best illustrate his point, 
he brought wi th him 
some old Jewish maxims 
and put them under close 
scru tiny to test thei.r rel
evance for today. 

The effect ruling pow
ers ha s o n the Jew ish 
people has always been a 
deciding factor in the way 
that Jews vote. An.ice gen
eralization is to say that 
because Jews are a minor
ity, they tend to vote for 
Democra tic representa
tives, due to the Demo
cratic te ndency to conce rn 
themselves with the more 
marginali zed in society. 

Rabbi Blake presented those 
ga thered with a li s t of 
rnidrashim. Midrashim are a col
lection of Rabbinic literature, 
folk-tales and parables that seeks 
to interpret Torah and other Jew
ish writings. They illuminate by 
giving background information 
to already familiar characters, or 
by simply creating a scenario 
tha t helps illustrate a point . 
"Midrash is the art of filling in 
gaps," Rabbi Blake said. 

Don' t think you know any 
midrashim? Yo u probably 
know more than yo u think . 
Rabbi Blake brought up the 
well-known story of Abraham 
smashing his father's idols as a 
child, then placing the hammer 
in the hand of the largest idol 
and telling his father that it was 
responsible. When his father 
said that this was impossible, 
Abraham asked his father why 
he bothered to pray to some
thing that is obviously inani
mate. Yet this story appears no
w here in th e Torah. It 's a 
midrash. 

Th e first midrash looked 
over was from the Babylonian 
Ta lmud, and read, "Samuel 
said: The law of the land is law." 
This brought mixed rev iews 
from· the audience. One person 

claimed that the statement 
sounded almost "unJewish," in 
that it seems to give priority to 
secular law over biblical law. 
Others brought up the fact that 
this rnidrash seems to give legiti
macy to all laws, which is not 
surprising when you consider 
how law-based Judai~m is. 

Rabbi Jonathan Blake 

Another person agreed with 
Rabbi Blake in saying that it was 
attitudes like these that allowed 
Jews to esca pe d es truction 
countless times. It bas ica lly 
helped keep them out of trouble 
and to avoid direct conflict with 
the ruling powers. For most of 
Jewish history, Rabbi Blake ex
plained, Jews have been under 
a foreign power. They have had 
to learn to exist under a secular 
government and learn when to 
compromise and when to fight. 

For the record, Jewish mili
tary confrontations with ruling 
powers have u s uall y not 
worked out according to 'plan; 
Jews ha ve ha d a tarni sh ed 
record with insurrections, with 
the modern-day liberation of 
Israel and the redemption of the 
Maccabees as two rare excep
tions. Because of this, it seems 
like good ad vice to genera lly 
keep quiet and bide our time 
rather than press our luck as a 
people. 

Because midrashim are not 
in a single, bound collection and 
have emerged over time fro)Il 
numerous authors, many are in 
contention. For exam ple, one 
midrash says that " A high dig
nitary took us by the hand, and 
his [sweet] scent entered our 
hand" (B. Zev 96b). This seems 
to in<licate a fondness and re
spect for the ruling powers. It 

..,._io,, CAMP RAMAH 
J lw:l '%, IN NEW ENGLAND 

We are pl~ase<j to imnounce that q generous amount of 
financial aid has been made available!! 

CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY! (781)449-7090 

Our 8 week summer program is ful l.. .. 
Our 4 week July program is almost f illed .. . 

Our 4 week August program is filling fast .. ... Ill 

For first -time campers: two-week Mini-Sessions for k,jds in gr. 2,3, and 4 
A perfect way to try out Camp Romohl! 

Sports I) Arts & Crafts I) Swimming I) Ropes Course 

(I ii Jewish E><J>Uienc:e That Will Never Be Forgottenll (I 

also seems to acknowledge the 
seductive nature of power. This 
interpretation seems to clash 
with another midrash that 
claims, "Do not become inti
mate with the ruling power" 
(Avot 1:9). 

Rabbi Blake illustrated that 
many themes emerge from the 

sources listed. One major 
theme declared that the in
stitutions of foreign 
power that come and go are 
a mixed blessing for the 
Jewish people, but are per
haps necessary. It is equally 
common for Jews to become 
involved with and inter
es ted in the posi lions of 
government and influence, 
but we must resist their cor
rupting tendencies . The 
midrash also indicated that 
su ccessfu l governing, 
whether by Jew or non-Jew, 
is a ho ly position that 
should be respected . "R. 
Eleazer sa id : Any lead er 
who guides a community 
gently will merit guiding it 
in the world-to-come" (B. 
Sanh 92a). 

One of the more interest
ing parables was this one: 

R. Yohanan said in the name 
of R. Simeon ben Jehozadek: 
One should not appoint a leader 
over a community unless he has 
a basket of reptiles hanging be
hind him, so that if he becomes 
arrogant, people may say to 
him, "Look behind you." 

The odd notion of "basket of 
reptiles" is not actually very odd 
at all, for today the same con
cept exists in the well-known 
phrase "skeletons in the closet." 
A ruler, then, should not be per- . 
feet or without blemish; there is 
va lue a nd humility gained 
through our mistakes, not to 
mention crucial experience. 

Many Jews today are wary of 
the Bush presidency, and are 
apprehensive about the way he 
might dissolve the barriers be
tween church and state. In vot
ing, most Jews tend to vote on 
basis of issue rather than the in
dividual. On particular ethical 
issues, such as gun control, 
abortion and capita l punish
ment, Jews tend to vote as a 
group. The newly appointed 
Republican president believes 
strongly in many issues that 
many Jews be lieve strongly 
against. 

For those who are unsettled 
by the recent change of events, 
Rabbi Blake offered the follow
ing reminder: Jews have gotten 
along under far worse condi
tions than anything we will see 
over the next four years. In this 
spirit, Rabbi Blake remarked, 
"Let challenges to Jewish values 
become rallying points for the 
Jewish community." 

Perspecti ves, the Rhode Is
la nd Jewish Young Adult 
Project, is a community of Jew
ish graduate s tud ents a nd 
young professionals, both mar
ried and single. Perspectives is 
a project of the Brown-RISO and 
URI Hillel Fow1dations and is 
made possible by a grant from 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island. For more information 
about Perspectives events, call 
863-9357. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
I'm Going To Israel - Come With Me! 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

Thanks to generous funding 
from the Rhode Island Jewish Her
ald and the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island, I will be going to 
Israel on the huge Community 
Solidarity Mission from Feb. 25 
to March 2. The trip is struc
tured and intense, and I will 
meet with a huge variety of gov
ernment officials, military lead
ers, members of the media and, 
most importantly, the Israeli 
people. (Read on for details on 
how to come along). 

And the time could never be 
more crucial than right now; 
former President Bill Clinton's 
peace proposal was an affront 
to most Israelis - the sugges
tion to divide Jerusalem was in
conceivable! And what are the 
Israelis to think of us American 
Jews? It was our very president 
who suggested this acquies
cence. The remnants of this pro
posal are still lingering. The Is
raelis need to know that we sup
port them with our thoughts, 
our contributions, and if pos
sible, with our physical selves 
as well. 

It was about six years ago 
when I went to Israel on the 
Young Leadership Program. 
Back then, I was a totally differ
ent Jon. That Jon was a nice kid 
and all, he had a good head on 
his shoulders, but he was scared 
of everything. He hadn't been 
anywhere and hadn' t experi
enced any cu lture other than 
Rhode Island cu lture. He still 
didn't have his driver 's license 
at 17, and he liked to have his 
eyes drag along the streets rather 
than look anyone in the eye. 

Israel was like a spiritual ex-

plosion inside his head, a kalei
doscope of colors, sounds, 
smells, and emotions that were 
ju s t emanat ing out of the 
ground. He could feel Israel, 
honestly. He remembers the 
sun-blasted white stones, the 5 
a.m. Gadna hikes in the mud, 
the camp out in the Negev, the 
sweating, the labyrinthine 
shuks. Granted, he didn't know 
much of anything about mod
em Israel, had horrible geogra
phy and usually couldn't re
member what city he was in 
most of the time, but he loved 
every minute. He felt safer in 
Israel than he had ever felt in his 
whole life, without a doubt. 

I remember going to the Kotel 
one ea rly morning, crossing 
through the checkpoint and 
walking down towards the Wall. 
People were already there, of 
course, but there was a lot of 
space for me. I took a prayer 
book and walked towards the 
ancient stones. The Wall is an 
event all in itself, invisible waves 

. were comjng off it, sweating 
with intensity. It was beyond 
description. There was a feeling 
in my ears, a calming silence was 
growing there inside my head. 1 
was suddenly deep inside my
self, as if my consciousness was 
just this tiny bubble inside the gi
gantic confines of my body. Tune 
had stopped - I was the only 
person in Jerusalem. The Wall 
was cal ling out to me, the voices 
of every Jew who had ever stood 
before it beckoned me closer. 
And I stood there, barely breath
ing, leaned forward, put my 
forehead against the Wall, and I 
fe lt the swirling fires of the di
vine. 

I realized a primal truth -

sometimes you need to get away 
from something to best observe 
it. So !left Rhode Island, America 
and myself behind and just 
lived. Of course, commg home 
was crushing and painful - I 
hated having to return to my 
"old life" - but that is normal 
after you' ve been some place 
that special, to a place like Israel, · 
the very core of the Jewish 
people. And after the adjustment 
period, I understood more about 
who I was and where I wanted 
to go in life. I didn't exactly gain 
answers to my questions, but 
learned which questions were 
worth asking. 

In Israel, the letters of Torah 
that you have been acquainted 

formed, including the Historic 
Congdon Street Baptist 
Church's Youth Choir, Gospel· 
Chorus and Senior Choir; 
Temple Emanu-El 's Youth 
Choir and Choral Club; and 
Brown University student en
sembl es Kol B'Yachad and 
Shades of Brown. Some of the 
inspiratio!lal songs that were 
sung included "The L-rd is my 
Shepherd," "Our G-d is an Awe
some G-d," "Zamru," "Ani 
V'Ata," "Nachamu," a medley 
of Negro sp irituals, "S' u 
Sh'arim," and "A men Shem 
Nora." 

Concert attendants also had 
the opportunity to sign up for a 
racia l dialogue group spoi\
sored by the Nationa l Confer
ence for CommunHy and Jus
tice, formerly known as the Na
tional Conference of Christians 
and Jews. 

with all your life suddenly take 
form and come a]jve. On your 
left is part of a building comrnjs
sioned by King Solomon. To 
your right is an aqueduct that 
brought water for Jews to drink 
thousands of years ago. See 
those people waiting over there 
on that street comer? They are 
living in a country that has been 
wracked with historical conflict, 
and they wo uldn' t dream of 
leaving for the world-because 
it is their home, and it is our 
home, too. 

And now I'm older. I'm go
ing to be there, again, sooner 
than later. My geography is still 
awful, but this time around I'll 
stare at my maps until they 

A Musical Night 
(Continued from Page 1) 

make sense, and I'll ask people 
ilirections. This time around I 
will engage my Israeli brothers, 
listen to them, be with them, 
and do my best to bring their 
essence back home with me. 
Soon enough, tha_t El Al plane 
will come down through the 
clouds and land in Jerusa lem, 
and everyone will explode into 
applause. And I will walk down 
the steps into the warm air. I will 
bend down low and kiss the 
ground, a nd I will feel the 
ground rise up;~ meet me. 

There sti ll may be spaces 
available for this trip. Call Janet 
Engelhart or Mkhael Balaban at 
421-4111. 

SHADES OF BROWN, a Brown University student ensemble, 
performed at the Jan. 27 interfaith concert at Temple Emanu-EI. 
The group, which sang a powerful medley of" Ain't Gonna Let 
Nobody Turn Me Around," "Keep Your Eyes on The Prize" and 
"Stayed on Freedom," received a stand ing ovation. 

Herald photos by Luke O'Neill 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Gift of Israel Enrollment 

Closes on March 1 
Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard Discusses 

'Public vs. Private Judaism' 
Join Now and Get Up to $2,000 Free! 

Formal research and personal testimony demonstrate con
vincingly that an Israel experience profoundly influences how 
young people rela te to Israel and their Jewish identity. In rec
ognition of the poten tial positive impact the Israel experience 
can have, our community is working to sharply increase the 
number of young Jews who visit Israel. 

The Gift of Israel program is a partnership among families, 
synagogues, the Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and the 
Bureau of Jewish Education of Rhode Island. The JFRI's gen
erosity has e.•abled this program to begin. 

Everyone gains from Gift of Israel: 
• Opportunity for more high school and college students 

to go to Israel - trips will become more affordable. 
• Synagogues w ill continue to be the vital link, encourag

ing families to enroll in the program and keep children in at
tendance in a Jewish school. 

• Federation forges a bond with both fami lies and syna
gogues, helping our community's young people experience 
Israel. 

Pa rti cipants will enroll through their synagogues while in 
grades three to six and attending a Jewish educational pro
gram. A specia l bar / bat rnitzvah registry is avai lable for stu
dents in the seventh and eighth grades who did not register 
for the basic Gift of Israel program. 

Annual family contributions will be matched by the com
muni ty for up to eight years. 

Example (for the full eight years): 
Anni,a l famil y contribu tion ($150/year) $1,200* 
JFRI match ($200 / year) $1,600 
Synagogue contribution ($SO/year) $ 400 
Total: $3,200 
For your $1,200 investment, you earn an additional $2,000. 
*Does not include interest 
Families may make contributions to their account to mark 

special occasions such as bar / bat rnitzvah, enabling the Israel 
Savings to grow even larger. 

Cali Ruth Page at the BJE / RI at 331-0956 for an application 
and I or details. 

These accumulated monies will cover the significant por
tion of a trip to Israel making the trip more affordable and a 
reality for Rhode Island Jewish youth and young adu lts. 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

A large crowd gathered to 
hear Rabbi Tsvi Blanchard from 
the National Center for Learn
ing and Leadershi p speak at 
Congregation Beth Sholom last 
Monday. CLAL is a Jewish in
terdenominational cooperative 
effort which aims to bring mem
bers of the Reform, Conserva
tive and Orthodox faiths to
gether to discuss Judaism as a 
complete and nourishing 
whole. This is the second of 
many CLAL events between 
Temple Beth El, Beth Sholom 
and Temple Emanu-EI. 

Rabbi Blanchard talked 
about the differences between 
the public style of Jewish wor
ship that existed during the 
time of the holy Temples in 
Jerusalem, and the more private 
style of observance that exists 
today. He described the three 
main functions of the Temple: 
as a social meeting and gather
ing place, as a spot where G-d's 
spirit can dwell in the midst of 
his people, and a place for pu
rifica tion and sacrifices. But it 
was more than that; it was a 
massive physical justification of 
Jewish faith, a house of the L
rd that people of all faiths cou ld 
acknowledge. 

The second incarnation of 
the Temple was destroyed on 
the 9th and 10th days of Av in 
the year 70 C.E. With the 
Temple gone, the Jewish way of 
Life was suddenly threatened at 

Attention Readers 

~ ~~ 
2001 ISSUE 

WE WANT YOUR 
WEDDING PHOTOS 

THE R.I. JEWISH HERALD IS PUTTING 

TOGETHER ITS SPECIAL BRIDAL ISSUE SET FOR FEB. 15. 

The Herald would like your help and participation by sending in 
old and new wedding pictures of friends, family members and espe
cially yourself! Send in your pictures with the proper identifications 
and brief explanations of the wedding story. Old wedding photos ac
companied with long-time anniversary pictures are especially welcome. 
The deadline for submissions is February 7. 

Send your submissions to the Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.l 02940 

Phone (401) 724-0200 or fax (401) 726-5820. 

Please indicate if you would like your pictures returned. Also in
clude proper contact names, addresses and phone numbers if we have 
any questions. 

Thank you. 

its core . The Temple and the 
unify ing priesthood was de
stroyed, leaving in its place a 
frightening void of uncertainty 
and doubt. 

Rabbi Blanchard described 
four Jewish reactions to this 
monstrous tragedy. First, there 
was the feel ing that Judaism 
was now a defunct re ligion, and 
many Jews went and converted 
to other religions. Secondly, 
they felt they had been con-

by some that the Temple was 
destroyed as a result of the sins 
of the Jewish people. 

A quote Rabbi Blanchard 
read from the Babylonian Tal
mud said that the first Temple 
was destroyed because of "three 
[evil s ins] wh ich were in it: 
idolatry, sexual sin, bloodshed." 
The second Temple, however, 
had none of these things and 
was filled w ith Torah and good 
deeds. Its downfa!J according to 

RABBI TSVI BLANCHARD from CLAL at Congregation Beth 
Sholom. Herald pl1o to by / 011 Rubin 

quered by a superior force, the 
Romans, and pledged their al-
1 e g ia n ce to Rome instead. 
Thirdly, they felt that without 
the Temple and its traditions, 
religion as they knew it was 
dead, and they became atheists. 
Last, and most fortunately, they 
felt that the Temple's destruc
tion hera lded a new time of 
change for the Jewish people, 
and they replaced the institu
tion of the priestly class with 
that of the teacher, the rabbi. 

Before, the Temp le was a 
physical structure that gener
ated holiness to the entire Jew
ish world; now Jews had a more 
difficult job- they had to bring 
holiness into their own lives. 
And through this challenge a 
remarkable era of Jewish re
newal was born. 

The new age of Judaism in
volved a meticulous review of 
historical events and decipher
ing of the actions of the Jewish 
people. Various explanations 
came forth fo r the Temple's de
struction - if it had been de
stroyed by G-d, then where are 
the Jews to turn? It was thought 

the passage, was caused by the 
h a tred amo ngs t the Jewis h 
people, the fighting and squab
bling of a people divided. G-d 
did not neglect us; we neglected 
ourselves. 

The idea of a beracha, or 
blessing, also came into fruition. 
This gave ordinary individuals 
a remarkable connection to a 
more spiritual ex istence that 
they had never had before. G-d 
could now be thanked and im
plored throughout the day as 
His miracles manifest them
selves. Rabbi Blanchard pro
vided a list of 61 different daiJy 
berachot that can be recited for 
a variety of events, both mun
dane and awesome. There are 
berachot for rain and for seeing 
a crowd of Jews, for a new house 
or for crossing a sea, for awak
ing in the morning and even for 
seeing an exotic animal like an 
elephant or an ape. The purpose 
is to create a permanent sense 
of awe and respect for the world 
around us, to create a more 
mindful existence to the won
ders of creation. This is the Ju
daism we have today. 

Nanette Loebenberg 
Admitted to 

Massachusetts Bar 
Nanette R. Loebenberg, the daughter of Beverly A. Loebenberg 

and Theodore F. Loebenberg, both of Providence, has been admit
ted to the Massachusetts bar. She is an associate at Mintz, Levin, 
Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, PC in Boston, where she prac
tices in the firm's business and finance section. 

Previously, Loebenberg was a research assistant for the Federal 
Legislation Clinic at Georgetown University Law Center, where 
she focused on medical privacy legislation. Before entering law 
school, Loebenberg was the national field djrector for the Israel 
Policy Forum in Washington, D.C. 

Loebenberg graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. from Tufts 
University in 1995 and earned her master 's in public policy in 1997 
from Georgetown U,uversity's Public Policy Institute. At Tufts, 
Loebenberg was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and was a recipient of 
the Tufts Alumni Association's Senior Award. in 1994, Loebenberg 
was named a Harry S Truman Scholar. She received her J.D . cum 
laude from Georgetown University Law Center in 2000. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Chased Schei Amess 

Installs New President 
Braude Lecture Promises 

'A Different Night' 

by Luke O'Neill 
Herald Editor 

The Chased Schel Amess As
socia tion, the non-profit organi
zation consisting mainly of vol
unteer community leaders re
sponsible for the operation and 
maintenance of Lincoln Park 
Cemetery in Warwick, installed 
a new president at its 89th an
nual meeting this past Sunday. 
Sidney Goldman of Cranston, 
the association's first vice presi
dent for the past two years, was 
officially installed as the group's 
new president. 

Due to construction at the 
cemetery facilities, the meeting, 
election and installation of offic
ers and members of the board of 
directors took place at Temple 
Arn David in Warwick. The 27-
acre Lincoln Park Cemetery is the 
state's largest Jewish cemetery. 

cated," with whom the associa
tion will "have a great two years 
of service." 

Rabbi Marc S. J agolinzer of 
Temple Shalom in Middletown 
officially installed the board 
members and officers of the as-

erans of Foreign Wars will be 
adding a permanent memorial 
at the cemetery which, he said, 
"wi ll only enhan ce this hal
lowed land." 

At-large board members in
sta lled were Norman Elman, 

The Bureau ofJewish Educa
tion of Rhode Island is honored 
to present distinguished, Israeli 
author and Shalom Hartman 
Institute scholar, Noam Zion, to 
deliver the annual Rabbi Will
iam G. Braude Memorial Lec
ture, entitled "The Politics of 
Passover: the Four Children in 
Art and Midrash." The lecture 
on Feb. 4 will begin at 7:30 p .m: 
at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard 
Ave., Providence. 

Goldman succeeds Steven 
Sholes who served two terms ·as 
the association's president. In 
some parti ng remarks, Sholes 
said that while he served as 
president, he found an organi
zation that's "attuned to today's 
running of a cemetery" and 
m entioned how he learned 
"what a cemetery means·to the 
community and how it effects 
every individual in our commu
nity." 

CHASED SCHEL AMESS officers are, from left to right, Finan
cial Secretary Susan Vederman, Second Vice President Joel 
Gerstenblatt, President Sidney Goldman, First Vice President 
Michael Glucksman, Treasurer Irving Zaidman and outgoing 
president Steven Sholes. Herald p!,oto by Luke O'N eill 

Rabbi Braude, beloved rabbi 
of Temple Beth-El from 1930 to 
1974, was a leading interpreter 
of classical Rabbinical literature. 
Known internationally as the 
translator of Sefer Haggadah, The 
Book of Legends, William Braude 
has written a superbly anno
tated translation . According to 
Chaim Potok, "To have Book of 
Legends, Sefer Ha-Aggadah avail
able in English, is to open the 
entire English reading world -
Jew, non-Jew, religionist, secu
larist · - one of the very great 
creations of humankind: a rich 
and intricately woven tapestry 
of tales, homilies, legends and 
dreams that come to us from the 
very roots of his imagination. 
What a treasure!" 

Sholes cited some rumors in 
the community years back 
about the cemetery poss ibly 
closing, but then added that the 
cemetery has actually expanded 
its boundaries in the last couple 
years. Cemetery officia ls re
cently purchased 70,000 square 
feet of land to the north of the 
main prope rty that would ac
commodate approx imate ly 
1,500 grave sites. The cemetery 
is in the process of go ing 
through zoning procedures for 
the land for cemetery use with 
the city of Warwick, Sholes said. 

The immediate out-going 
president a lso mentioned the 
association's old office building 
that was recently demolished 
and is now being relocated to 
the adjacent one-story office 
building which w ill be hancti
ca pped accessib le . Sholes 
thanked the board members 
and volunteers for their work, 
saying, "You are here because 
you care for the deceased that 
are at Lincoln Park." The asso
ciation consists mostly of volun
teers except for four individu
als. Sholes called the group' s 
new president "very dedi-

sociation. "For the past 93 years, 
this time-honored group has 
served long and well with de
votion and dedication for the 
needs of our Jewish commu
nity," he said . 

Rabbi Jagolinzer ca lled the 
installation "not a conclusion, 
but rather a commencement" 
for the association to continue 
its work. 

In some brie f re marks, 
Goldman recog ni zed Sholes 
and his two years of service as 
pres ident. Although Goldman 
has held many board positions, 
he said, "Never have I seen such 
a group of dedicated indi vidu
als that give so much of them
selves with very little recogni
tion. The most interesting part 
about these individuals is they 
do it for the good of the Jewish 
community w ithout thought of 
personal gain." 

Goldman cited the continued 
undertakings of the association 
including the development of 
the land and office building. " I 
only hope that my administra
tion can bring to completion all 
these charges that have been 
passed on to us," he said. "I am 
sure that we will see other du
ties added to our list and they 
will be handled in the proper 
fashion." 

Goldman added that the Vet-

NCJW and State Leaders Meet 
The membership of Nationa l Council of Jewish Women, R.I. 

section, will have a-first- time meeting with state leaders of both 
branches of the legislature, on Feb. 7 at 12:30 p .m. in the newly 
redecorated Governor's State Room in the Capitol. 

R.I. leaders of the House will be: Speaker John B. Harwood and 
Chai rman of the House Finance Committee Antonio J. Pires. 

Speakers from the Senate will be Majority Leader William V. 
Irons and Sen. Rhoda Perry. 

The R.I. section of NCJW currently has more than 400 mem
bers. The organization is one of the foremost n_on-profit groups 
working on behalf of women, children and farrultes of all ethnic, 
religious, and economic backgrounds in the country._Fm: more than 
100 years, the nationa l group has worked for social 1ust1ce and 
individual freedoms for all citizens! 

Members are advised to ca ll Linda Kushner, V.P. advocacy/ 
publi c affairs at 831-3771 if you need a pick-up. Area drivers are 
available as parking can be difficult. Coffee, tea and desserts w, 11 
be served in the State Room. 

Ross Feinberg, Ph ill ip Geller, 
Barry G lucks m a n, S teph a n 
Go ldm a n, Leon Goldstein, 
Sidney Goldstein, H ar ry 
Katzman, H oward Kosofsky, 
Steph en Kosofsky, Sam 
Mendelowitz, Arthur Poulten, 
Ken Resnick, Phillip Rosenfie~d, 
new member Mona Scheraga, 
Ernest Schleifer, Gera ld 
Sherman and Herb Wagner. 

Sholes joins five other past 
presidents of the association as 
a full ·voting member of th e 
board of directors. A dozen or
ganizations owning land at the 
cemetery are also represented 
on the board. 

Zion is the co-author of A 
Different Night: The Family Par
ticipation Haggadah. The 
Haggadah facilitates a seder 
that includes not only a lively 
dia logue among a ll fami ly 
members, both children and 
adults, but one that is equally 
edu cationa l. Beca u se this 
Haggadah is flexible, seders can 

If you have an event you 
would like featured on our 
Jewish Community Pages, 

please send it to the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, 

R.I. 02940 or 
lax to 726-5820. 

EPOCH Assist ed Li ving o_n the East Side 

invites yo u to take part in a 

'fiee 
~v1ie l:Je1i1ily 

Siree1ii115 
WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 7 

2:00 - 4:00 PM 
I Butle r Avenue · Providence 

(n~xt to E,mSidc Murker Place) 

This screening will help measure your mineral bone 

densi ty and may de~ect the early stages of os teopo rosis. 

The screening will be conducted by a registered nurse fro_r1 

Wyeth Ayerst Pharmaceuticals: 

1:or more in forma tio n please ca ll us at 401-275-0682. 

~ 
JEPOCIHI 

ASS I S T ED LI V I N G 

on the East Side 

'10t,1rJ Avai!Ah/,e · 12flte1/i;,.e,,f..J S'eJ-r1M 
,v,v,v.cpochsl.com 

PROVIDING THE RESIDENCE OF CHOICE FOR SENIORS . 

be customized to match the 
needs and religious commit
ments of each farn.ily on an in
dividual basis. 

Most recently Zion and the 
Shalom Hartman Institute 
proudly announced the publi
cation of A Different Light the se
quel to its Haggadah, A Differ
ent Nigh t. Co-au thored with 
Barbara Spectre, this book about 
Hanukkah provides families 
with an enjoyable and educa
tional candlelighting ceremony 
including games, readings and 
spiritual m editations and is 
suitable for families with school 
children , teens and young 
adults. 

Zion will present a Passover 
Workshop for Educators en
titled "Teaching Holidays and 
Texts, A Family Approach." 
Zion will show how Jewish 
tex ts can become a drama in 
which people play creative roles 
and apply what they learn. The 
workshop will be held at the 
BJE / Rl on Monday at 7 p.m. 

For further information re
gardi ng ei ther of the above pro
grams, contact Robin Kauffman 
or Sharyn Yanku Wilk at the BJE 
at 331-0956. 

-p\an to celebrate 
now by \earning to 
\ove sotllething i~ew, 
and iuaybe ll\eeung 
sotlleone too\ 
SPRING cooRSES 
11£GIN IN MID ·N\J\ROI , 
i\l'RIL J\ND ~\J\'t-

Mtil<.e your spring 
more fulfilli11g l,y 
joi11iug us for oJJC of 
our J io evening oncl 
weekend cmirses in: 

Litcr;.1tutC 
\-listotY an<I pu\,\ic j\\\.1its 

S\lccch an'-\ Writ\\W, -
\ 0 forciµ,n \;.,nµ,uaµ,cs 
Music .,n,1 "'' ,ll'l''cd.1tion 
WtitiiW, fiction"'"' pocttY 

rhoto~r•wh)' ;,\\\l\ A,.[t 
l\l\c'-\idnc ;,\\\'-\ wc\\~bcin~ , 
'{o)!,.I, ;,,\;1ss.1\!,c .1n<I Goll 
J\suo,,onl'i' .,,n"\ sd.cncc 
J\«oonti\\\!, "'"' \nscsti\\\!, 

conwutCf 5\{l\b, 
\\\NI- ~ N\.1<, .1n<I the Internet 

i\W fun1.hnncnu.1b o\ 
N\,,,,,,~cn1c,,t 
s1wring wlwt we 1-now 
best. the love of lcdflling! 

'fhe Brown l}nivets~lY 
Leatning CoU\Ulunity 
ca\\ .\O\-llb>-,.\c;2 _1l)' a 
1tcc c.1talu\!,ttc or y,stt ottr 

nLC \\fc\,S\tc at 

htl\'0// 
"" " ,\\rown-«ltt/ 
,\,\1n\n\st "'t\on/ 

\\ \,C 

I 
I 
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FEATURE 
Mark Morse Achieves 

Board Certification 
The National Board of Trial 

Advocacy has announced that 
Mark B. Morse, of the Prov i
dence law office of Mark B. 
Morse, has successfu lly 
achieved board certification as 
a civil trial advocate through 
NBTA. Morse joins a growing 
number of trial attorneys who 
have illustrated their commit
ment to bettering the legal pro
fession by successfully complet
ing a challenging application 
process and providing the con
sumer of legal services with an 
objective measure by which to 
choose qualified and experi
enced legal counsel. 

Founded in 1977, the NBTA 
filled a void in the legal profes
sion by creating the first attor
ney certification program. Most 
consumers are familiar with cer
tification through the medical 
profession, which has accepted 
that no doctor can be knowl
edgeable in all fields of practice 
and therefore requires that doc
tors maintain certification in a 
particular specialty. No one at
torney can possibly be know l
edgeable in all aspects of legal 
practice, but the consumer of le-

gal services is continually ex
pected to weed through a satu
rated market of advertisements 
and unsubstantiated claims 
with the hope of finding qual
ity representation. 

NBTA, founded by Theodore 
I. Koskoff, was formed out of a 
strong conviction that both the 
law profession and its clients 
would benefit from an organi
zation designed specifically to 
create an objective set of stan
dards illustrating an attorney's 
experience and expertise in the 
practice of trial law. Morse has 
successfully demonstrated a 
shared conviction through the 
completion of NBTA's rigorous 
application process. 

NBTA members maintain ac
tive trial practices and are re
quired to report their disciplin
ary status annually. Every five 
years members are required to 
apply for recertification to insure 
their continued commitment to 
their designated specialty. 

Achieving NBTA certifica
tion confirms that Morse, along 
with all. NBTA certified a ttor
neys, has exhibited a high stan
dard of professional conduct. 

Mark B. Morse 
Photo courtesy o/MBTA 

Howto 
kill a 
business 
in3easy 
steps 

1. Don't Advertise 
Just prete11d ei-eryo11e 
k11ows w/Jflt you /Jai-e to 
offer. 

2. Don't Advertise 
Just assume every•body 
k11ows wl,at )'OIi sell. 

3. Don't Advertise 
Fm-get t/Jat )'Oil /Jave 
c0111petitio11 hy/11g to 
e11tice your customers 
away from you. 

You decide ... it's 
your business in 
good times or bad. 

Call 724-0200 to 
advertise in the 
Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald 
We're the only English
Jewish weekly in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 

Tips For Weathering February 
From JFS Lifeline/RI 

For many people, February 
means vacation and trips out of 
town. But for those who are eld
erly, recuperating from surgery 
or illness or have a physical dis
ability, this can be a difficult 
time. Temperatures are cold and 
ice and snow can make it diffi
cult to get out, even with assis
tance. Road conditions some
times delay visitors and he! pers. 
Loved ones may be far away. 

Jewish Family Service's Life
line/ RI staff offers some ideas 
to plan ahead for snowy or icy 
weather. Have your furnaces 
checked, make sure you have an 
adequate supply of heating fuel 
and a reliable contractor to plow 
and shovel. Keep a container of 
salt by your door to sprinkle on 
walkways to prevent slipping. 
Be prepared for a storm that 
could confine you to your house 
and prevent family from being 
able to visit; keep your pantry 
stocked with non-perishable 
foods and be sure to have plenty 
of warm clothes and blankets 
available for freezing tempera
tures. Have a flashlight handy 
with extra batteries in case of a 
power outage. 

Women's Summit 
to Be Held at 

Bryant College 
The fourth Women's Summit 

'1ill be held at Bryant College on 
March 14, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

"Odyssey 2001: Journey to 
Success" will feature nationally 
known and recognized leaders 
in the business field, local busi
nessmen and women, and 
Bryant faculty. Keynote speak
ers include: 

• Patricia Dunn, CEO of 
Barclays Global Investors; 

• Phyllis Mindell, founder 
and president of Well-Read, an 
international consulting firm, 
and author; 

• Grace Cornish, motiva
ti.onal speaker, relationship ex
pert, author and TV personality. 

Dee Soder, a featured pre
senter, is an internationally rec
ognized CEO coach for Fortune 
500 companies and president of 
The CEO Perspective Group. 

The summit will also include 
morning and afternoon work
shops sessions that will provide 
a forum for the discussion of is
sues, ideas, and-methods to help 
parti cipants along their per
sonal " journey to success." 
Workshop topics include lead
ership, communications, entre- _ 
preneurship, marketing, and fi
nancing a sm a ll business, 
among others. 

Preregistration is required by 
Feb. 14. The $10 registration fee 
includes conference materials, 
attendance at two breakout ses
sions, three keynote addresses, 
morning refreshments, and the 
afternoon networking recep
tion. 

There is an additional charge 
of $20 for the optional luncheon 
at which Mindell wi ll be the 
keynote speaker. Seati ng wi ll be 
available for those who wish to 
hear the luncheon keynote 
speaker, but prefer not to attend 
the luncheon. 

For more information or to 
register, call 232-6565. 

In addition to these practical 
precautions, JFS Lifeline/RI is a 
service which can lessen anxi
ety about the hazards of winter. 
The 24-hour personal emer
gency response system brings 
great comfort to its subscribers 
and their families. JFS Lifeline / 
RI is designed to meet the needs 
of people who enjoy an inde
pendent lifestyle, but would 
appreciate the extra security 
that comes from knowing that 
assistance is available with the 
touch of a button. 

JFS Lifeline / RI subscribers 
receive a personal help button 
which is worn as a pendant and 
a small home-installed unit 
which connects to the phone. In 
the event of an emergency, the 

user simply pushes the button 
and a signal is instantaneously 
transmitted via telephone to a 
response center staffed by 
trained professionals. The 
subscriber 's medical history, 
special instructions for emer
gencies and other pertinent in
formation appear on a screen, 
allowing a dispatcher to send 
appropriate help. The Lifeline 
professionals can talk to the sub
scriber to ask questions and pro
vide reassurance through the 
receiver device even when the 
subscr iber cannot reach the 

. phone. 

For more information, call 
the JFS Lifeline / RI program at 
JFS, 331-1244, ext. 19. 

Brown Summer Studies 
Accepting Applications 
The office of summer studies at Brown University invites 

those in the upper grades of high school to apply to its pre
college summer program. The $40 application fee will be 
waived for those who apply by Feb. 15. 

The pre-college summer program gives students the op
portunity to take college-level courses and experience what 
college life is all about. Students can choose from the seven
week pre-college program (for credit) or the mini-courses pro
gram of shorter, intensive non-credit sessions. 

The programs offer a variety of courses from Critical Read
ing and Writing and Introductory Calculus to Great Modem 
European Thinkers and So, You Want to Be a Doctor: An Ina 
troduction to Medicine. Participants will have access to all 
on-campus academic and recreational services, as well as 
scheduled programs and activities. 

Need-based financial aid is available to applicants in the 
form of partial scholarships. To learn more about Brown's 
pre-college summer and to download an application for ~um
mer 2001, v isit <www.brown.edu/ Admm1strat1on/ 
Summer_Studies> or call 863-7900. 

Dick Silverman Named 
Treasurer of Food Bank 

Board of Directors 
Dick Silverman, retired senior vice president of Bob's Stores, 

was recently named treasurer of the board of directors for the 
Rhode Island Community Food Bank. Silverman has been a mem
ber of the food bank board since 1999. 

In addition to his work for the food bank, Silverman serves on 
the advisory board of the Poverty Institute and is a Democracy 
Fellow of the Democracy Compact. He is also a Providence Chap-
ter Rotarian. , 

Silverman is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania -
Whar ton School. He and his wife, Linda, are residents of 
Providence's east side. 

The Rhode Island Community Food Bank is a non-profit orga
nization located in West Warwick. In the past fi scal year ending 
June 30, the food bank distributed a record 5,964,910 pounds of 
food. 

Dick Silverman, R.I. Food Bank treasurer 
Pl,oto courtesy of R.I. Comm1111ity Food Ba11k 



On Leadership and Moral Authority 
(Continued from Page 3) 

title Providence External Re
view Commission. Modeled on 
the highly successful body op
erating in Minneapolis, PERC 
coul d provide truly indepen
dent review of police conduct, 
with provision s for punish
ment, mediation and an alterna
tive dispute resolution mecha
nism. 

Statistics gleaned from the 
so-called Minnesota Model in
dicate that a PERC-like program 
results in a significant lowering 
of incidents of misconduct, and 
earns a public approval rating 
of between 70 and 90 percent. 
And according to a Minneapo
lis official, the police there now 
have embraced the concept of 
civilian review. 

The new chief must institute 
new -recruitment and training 
procedures. Our citizens de
serve the best police officers we 
can find . And we cannot attract 
and keep the best if we cannot 
promise and d eliver perfor
mance-based advancement, as
signment and compensation. 

Just as bad cops should be 
punished, good cops must be 
reward ed . Promotions must be 
earned in the course of duty, 
and not come about as a prod
uct of political influence, nepo
tism and / or bribery. 

Yes, certain crime rates are 
down. But ask the families and 
loved ones of any of the 30 men 
and women murdered in Provi
dence las t year if they are 
cheered by these statistics. ln 
2000, there were 37 murders in 
Boston; a city with a population 
of 579,000-three-and-one-half 
times the size of our own. 

Are the s treets of the West 
End and the Sou th End and 
Elmwood safer today than they 
were five years ago? Do women 
and children and the e ld erly 
walk our streets with a sense of 
security? Where are the statis
tics to measure peace of mind? 

The media belong exactly 
where they are: on watch, vigi
lant for signs of corruption and 
poor performance within pub
lic institutions. The new chief 
must welcome the scrutiny of 
the print and electronic press. 
The best police department in 
America will have nothing to 
hide . It will invite the media 
into every corner of its opera
tions. 

Trust cannot be demanded. 
Trust is a quality that is earned. 
Mayor Cianci' s obvious disdain 
for what lie sarcastically termed 
an "inter-galactic search" for a 

new chief is troubling. So too is 
his illogical pre-determination 
of Colonel-elect Sullivan as the 
leading candidate in such a 
search. Is being a "spit-shine 
guy" whose "middle name is 
accountability" sufficient to 
qualify anyone for the office of 
chief of the Providence Police 
Department in 2001? 

I join Atty. Gen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse in calling for the 
installation of a Search Commit
tee, one that is diverse in its 
make-up and empowered to 
find the best man or woman for 
the job of chief. There must be 
no arbitrary geographical lim
its to the search. Political influ
ence can play no role. The pub
lic must be convinced that the 
process is thorough and fair. 

As for Colo nel-des ig nate 
Sulli van, if he truly believes 
what he said - that ours is the 
b es t police department in 
America - he should be dis
qualified immedia te ly from 
consideration fo r the position of 
its chief. 

Lf, however, he believes that 
the PPD can become the best in 
the land, if he understands that 
professional and political lead
ership flow exclusi vely from 
mo ral authority, if he is pre
pared to violate and elimina te 
those traditions that have re
warded mediocrity and malfea
sance and that have alienated a 
city from its police force, if he is 
of sufficiently strong character 
to risk the censure of his col
leagues in order to restore the 
honor, integrity and effective
ness of -the Providence Police 
Department, then he is worthy 
indeed of the office he soon will 
hold . 

The situation at the PPD is 
ominous as it bodes ill for the 
rest of city government. Almost 
by definition, problems within 
a police department are high 
profile. So much of its business 
is conducted in the streets, in 
full view of the public and its 
watchdog media. But w hat of 
the o ther city d epartments, 
where operations largely take 
place in quiet offices? What of 
the morale and effecti veness of 
the good men and women who 
struggle to "work for the city" 
under the growing strain of cor
ruption at the highest levels of 
government? 

Again the question is 
begged: To whom do we look 
for leadership empowered by 
moral authority? 

The silence is deafening. 

Village at Hillsgrove Seeks 
Volunteers for Seniors 

The Village at Hillsgrove, an assisted living community in 
Warwick, is looking for volunteers to help teach residents 
how to use the computer. We are looking for individuals who 
are knowledgeable in using the lntemet and Microsoft Word. 
Please consider putting a little time aside to help residents to 
keep in touch with family and friends via the computer and 
in doing so brighten the day for an individual residen t or an 
entire group. If you have any other special talent you would 
like to share or if you would be willing to spend some time 
with the Village's elderly residents, contact Jenny Miller at 
737-7222. 

The Village at Hillsgrove is in need oflarge print hard cover 
books in good condition. If you wou ld like to donate books 
to the Village at Hillsgrove, please drop them off during the 
week, between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 75 Minnesota Ave., 
Warwick. If you have questions or need directions, contact 
Miller at the number above. 
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FEATURE 
Joan Rivers is 'Still Talking' ... 

and Still Hilarious 
The American Committee for 

Shaare Zedek Jerusalem Medi
cal Center (Shaare Zedek) re
cently hosted an evening with 
Joan Rivers at Congregation 
B'Nai Israel in Boca Raton, Fla., 
followed by a decadent dessert 
reception. Rivers talked about 
her life's experiences, from los
ing everything to gaining it ail 
back, and every thing in be
tween. 

"We take pleasure in hosting 
a celebrity of this caliber for our 
supporters," said Norma Fire
man, president of the Palm 
Beach Division ofShaare Zedek. 

"Joan Rivers had the audi
ence enthralled with her amaz
ing and outlandish stories," said 
Helaine Cantor, co-chairman of 
the event. 

The American Committee for 
Shaare Zedek Medical Center 
started its long-standing tradi-, 

tion of foresight and excellence 
by meeting the needs of the 
people of Jerusalem in search of 
medical care. 

For more informat ion on 
how to get involved with Shaare 
Zed,ek, call (561) 832-8868 or 
(800) 282-8135. 

Rivers was inspirational as 
she spoke to more than 200 sup
porters of Sha are Zedek about 
the importance of learning how 
to laugh through life' s ups and 
downs. And laugh they did as 
she displayed the wonderfully 
hilarious humor that she has 
been cred ited with for more 
than 40 years as a stand-up co
median. She worked the crowd, 
even stopping to say a few witty 
comments into a guest's home
video recorder for his daughter, 
an employee at the Shaare 
Zed ek Jerusa le m Medical 
Center. 

NORMA AND SIMON FIREMAN with Joan Rivers at "Still 
Talking," an evening with Joan Rivers to benefit the Shaare 
Zedek Jerusalem Medical Center. 

Ph oto courtesy of tire Americau Com mittee o/Slraare Zedek 

America's Religious Congregations: 
More Than a Place to Worship 

New Study Measures Congregations' Contribution to Society 
The vast majority of "This new report makes ciear cial media for advocacy. These 

America's 353,000 religious con- that this nation's religious con- efforts by congregations cover 
gregations provide services to grega tions occupy a unique the entire spectrum of social is
their communities beyond reli- place in American society in the sues. 
gious worship and education, range of services they provide 
according to a new report re- and the ways in which they are 
leased by Independent Sector. both independent and collabo
These services cover the entire rative," said Susan K.E. Saxon
spectrum of non-profit activity, Harrold, Ph.D., vice president, 
from basic human needs to the research, Independent Sector.· 
environment, health, arts and 
culture. 

Nearly ail congregations pro
vide services beyond spiritual 
programs, including 92 percent 
in human services, 90 percent in 
health programs, 74 percent in 
international activities, 53 per
cent in education programs, 50 
percent in arts and culture pro
grams, and 40 percent in envi
ronment programs. 

Nine out of 10 (92 percent) 
congregations rely on volun
teers for their activities. While 
the majority of volunteer hours 
in churches, synagogues, and 
mosques focus on religious 
worship and education, ap
proximately 43 pe rcent are 
spent on congregations' other 
programs. 

Congregations also invest sig
nificant financial resources in 
these programs. Forty percent of 
congregations reported that pro
grams addressing social needs 
were one of their top three ex
penses. These included day care 
centers, drug recovery pro
grams, homeless shelters, food 
kitchens, and gifts to disadvan
taged families at holiday time. 

Many religious groups offer 
programs directly through their 
congregation, while some col
laborate with other organiza
tio ns to provide services, in
cluding other non-profit organi
zations, governmental agencies, 
and business. 

Increased Demand 

Congregations have seen an 
increased demand in recent 
years, and their first priority is 
to serve people in need. As a 
result, 41 percent of congrega
tions opened a new program, 40 
percent worked additional 
hours, and 39 percent added 
capacity to their existing pro
grams. If they could not serve 
the increased need, 64 percent 
of congrega tions referred 
people to other organizations. 
[n rare instances, 10 percent of 
congregations put people on 
waiting lists while 19 percent of 
congregations turned people 
away. For 19 percent of congre
gations, faith or affiliation with 
a religion was a p rerequisite for 
gaining access to programs or 
activities. 

Speaking Out 

Religious congregations also 
engage in activities that influ
ence public policy. Thirty-five 
percent participated in coali
tions with other organizations. 
A similar percentage of congre
gations sent a representative to 
personally meet with elected or 
appointed public officials. More 
than 27 percent of congrega
tions actively supported issues 
by writing editorials or letters 
to the editors, and 16 percent 
bought advert isi ng t ime or 
space in some type of commer-

How Congregations 
Are Funded 

The study estimates that to
tal revenue of religious congre
gations was $81.2 billion in 
1996. Three-fourths (79 percent) 
of ail revenue comes from chari
table contributions by individu
als. Collections made during 
re lig ious se rv ices were the 
source of 58 percent of individu
als' contributions to congrega
tions. Other sources of revenue 
to religious congregations came 
from "earned income," such as 
dues and program fees (12 per
cent) and school tuition (4 per
cent). The remaining 5 percent 
is from a variety of sources such 
as denominational funding and 
foundation support. Less than 
0.03 percent ($20 million) of con
gregational revenue came from 
government. 

Religious Congregations' 
Place in the 

Non-Profit Sector • 

The nation's 353,000 reli
gious congregations represent 
nearly one-fourth of all non
profit organizations. Religious 
congregations engaged 45 mil
lion volunteers, nearly half of 
the 109 million Americans who 
volunteer. Congregations em
ploy approximately 1.3 million 
paid staff, or 11 percent of em
ployment within the non-profit 
sector. Sixty percent of the av
erage household contribution 
goes to religious organizations. 

The full 12-page report is 
available free on the Independent 
Sector Web s ite at <www. 
independentsector.org>. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Lessons To _Be Learned 

An uplifting portrait of an 
American fami ly and a pro
vocative explanation of the true 
meaning of heritage, the 
Pu litzer Prize-winning 
drama, "The Piano Les
son" takes a look at a 
choice we all must make: 
clinging to the past or 
mov ing ahead to the 
promise of the future. Set 
in 1937, the play tells the 
story of Boy Willi e, a 
farm hand from the 
sou th, who arrives on 
his sister's doorstep to 
reclaim his share of the 
family legacy. 

Selling the hand
carved heirloom piano 
will let him buy land of 
his own. Fi ll ed w ith 
evocative music, smol
dering pride, and unwa
vering hope, Trinity 
Rep's production is di
rected by Edris Cooper
Anifowoshe. "The Piano 
Lesson" runs Feb. 4 to 
March 11 in Trinity Rep's 
Elizabeth and Malcolm 
Chace Theater at 201 
Washington St., Providence. 
Tickets are available at the Trin
ity Rep box office, 351-4242. 
Tickets to select performances 
are avai lable at <www. trini ty 
rep.com>. 

'The Piano Lesson' Begins Feb. 4 
for Best Play, the Drama Desk 
Outstanding New Play Award, 
the New York Drama Critics 

"The Piano Lesson " 
Plroto courtesy of Trinity Rep 

In addition to the Pulitzer 
Prize, "The Piano Lesson" has 
also received the Tony Award 

Circle Best Play Award, and the 
American Theater Critics Out
standing Play Award. August 
Wilson has won acclaim across 
the country for contributing the 
most riveting and important 
canon of black American drama 
to the stage. Wilson's plays pro
vide a rare forum for honest dis-

course about American history 
as well as Black history. In a 1990 
interview with the Chicago Tri

bune, Wilson observed of 
"The Piano Lesson:" "The 
play asks two questions: 
'Can you acquire a sense 
of self-worth by denying 
your past,' and 'What can 
we do with our legacy?"' 
Although these questions 
are specific to "The Piano 
Lesson," Wilson's themes 
can also be applied to the 
broader human expe ri
ence. 

Local actress and 2000 
Pell Award-winner Rose 
Weaver will appear as 
Bernice, and Ricardo 
Pitts-Wiley as Doaker. 
Both Weaver and Pitts
Wiley appeared in Trinity 
Rep ' s productions of 
Wilson's "Fences," "Ma 
Rainey's Black Bottom," 
and "Joe Turner 's Come 
and Gone." 

Follow.ing "The Piano 
. Lesson," Trinity Rep ' s 
season continues with the 
world premiere of Eliza 

Anderson's "The New England 
Sonata," Peter Parnell's adapta
tion of John Irving's "The Cider 
House Rules, Parts One and 
Two" and Yasmina Reza' s 
"Art." Special discount prices 
are available for groups of 10 or . 
more; call Dee Davis at 521-1100, 
ext. 223. 

SF-GT Features 'Betrayal' 
Following success with both "The Birthday" and "The Homecoming," the Sandra Feinstein-Gamm 

Theatre presents Harold Pinter's "Betrayal" as part of the 2001 Interim Series. David Gardner, who 
recently directed "Cinderella," will play Jerry, Nigel Gore will play Robert, and Jim Bray (Lennox and 
a Witch in "Macbeth,") will play the waiter. This production was first performed at the University of 
Rhode Island in January of last year ("purely for fun"), and once again, will be directed by the cast. 

As with the two plays mentioned above, Pinter's preoccupation remains the mechanics of memory. 
It's liquid, evanescent quality; how individual perceptions are different over the course of time. 
What is different about this play is the telling of the story in reverse order. This is much more than a 
dramatic conceit. Martin Esslin writes: "The unrol.ling of the story in reverse chronological order 
establishes a very characteristic dialectic from scene to scene; the audience perceives past events as 
they appear at a given moment in what is, as we watch it, the present for the characters on stage, 
only to be jolted into realizing a little later, what actually took place when those events occurred." 

The Interim Series was designed to give company members a chance to generate their own work 
outside the confines of the main-stage season. There are only six performances of "Betrayal," Feb. 2 
to 11, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10. 

... now open 

--~d~in~ing room: 

wednesdoy and thursday 5pm · 1 Opm 
friday and saturday 5 pm -11 pm 

--~b~ar /lounge hours: 

sunday 8pm - 1 am 
monday - thursday 5pm · 1 am 
friday and saturday 5pm -2 am 

99 chestnut street o providence, ri o 621.8888 

The Community Players 
proudly present 

Arsenic and 
Old Lace 
By Joseph Kesselring 

Directed by 
Andrew G. Bobola 

·February 9*, 10 & ll, 
16, _17 & 18 

Friday and Saturday 
evenings at 8:00 P.M. 

Sunday Matinees at 2:00 P.M. 
at Jenks Jr. High Auditorium, 

Division S t. , Pawtucket 
(across from McCoy Stadium) 

Adults $ 10 
Students (through high school) $8 

RESERVATIONS: 
(401) 726-6860 

*Join u.s for.an Opening Night Party ,vith 
the cCLSI and creu, fo!loiving the 

perfonnance on Febnwry 9. 
RefreShments ,viii be served. 

http://mcmbcrs.homc.nc1/dgillis2 

Reflect at Reflections 
"Reflections," a free exhibit 

of the art works of some of the 
former art faculty members at 
Rhode Island College, will be 
held Feb. 1 to 24 in the Ban
nister Gallery as part of the in
augural year ' s programming 
for the new Nazarian Center 
for the Performing Arts. "Re
flections" recognizes the de
votion to their art and their 
role in shaping a quality pro
gram in the visual arts at RIC. 
Gallery hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday from noon 
to 5 p.m. and Thursday, Fri
day and Saturday evenings 
from 7 to 10. Gallery is closed 
holidays. At right is Richard 
Kenyon's "Rossa." 

Photo courtesy of RIC 

'The Boxcar Children' 
Rolls Into Town 

The Magic Ark Series pre
sents a Theatre Works / USA pro
duction of the popular 
children' s story "The Boxcar 
Chi ldren." Performances are 
Feb. 11 at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. The 
Magic Ark Children's Series is 
located at the Leventhal
Sidman Jewish Community 
Center, 333 Nahanton St., in 
Newton, Mass. Tickets are $8 
general admission . Call the JCC 
box office at (617) 965-5226 for 
information and ticket reserva
tions. 

"The Boxcar Children" is a 
musical adaptation of Gertrude 
Chandler Warner's enchanting 
adventure series about four 
children of Depression-era 
America, who find themselves 
living in a boxcar after their par
ents perish in a quest for work. 
Young Henry, Jessie, Violet and 
Benny would rather be home
less than live with their wealthy 
and cruel grandfather, who 

plans to send them to separate 
boarding schools. Rather than 
be separated, they strike out on 
their own. The trip proves to be 
more challenging than any of 
them anticipated, and the chil
dren are forced to make an 
abandoned boxcar their home. 
In the meantime, in his search 
for the children, the stern 
grandfather learns that family, 
not riches, is the most important 
ingredient in making a real 
horne. The TheatreWorks/USA 
team responsible for this pow
erful musical are Darrah Cloud 
(book and lyrics) and Kim 
Sherman (music). 

Theatre Works / USA, 
founded in 1961, is America's · 
foremost professiona l theatre . 
for young and family audi
ences. TheatreWorks has per
formed for approximately 54 
million people in 49 states, with 
an annual aud ience of more 
than 4 million. 

Prints and Paintings at Gallery 401 
Benjamin Gross 

will present his 
prints and paintings 
at Gallery 401 at the 
Jewish Community 
Center of Rhode Is
land, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence, 
from Feb. 5 to 28. A 
reception for the ex
hibit wi ll be held 
Feb. 8 from 5 to 8 
p.m. For gallery 
hours, call 861-8800. 
Pictured right is 
Gross's "Lawrence 
of Philadelphia," 
serigraph, 22 inches 
by 30 inches, 2000. 

Photo courtesy of 
Gallery 401 

P-1 Lill 
We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or o Full House 

!Jlie ~ 
91wm 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUSETTS 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen • (508) 336-3228 
OAILY 10 TO 5, SUNDAY 12TO 5 

"::'."I 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Peter Schickele Meets P.D.Q. Bach 

Rhode Island Philharmonic Pops Concert 
The Rhode Is land Philhar- has "discovered" and brought Site <www.ri-phi lharmonic . 

monic welcomes the inimitable to prominence. Several of these org>. Ticket prices for this con
Peter Schickele to the stage on unforgettable works are in- cert are $25, $35, $45, $50 and 
Feb. 10 at 8 p.m., at VMA Arts el u ded on the recordings $70, depending upon seat loca
& Cultural Center in Pro vi- "P.D.Q. Bach: 1712 Overture tion. There are discounts for se
dence . Composer, musician, and Other Musical Assaults," niors, students and groups of 10 
author and satirist, Schickele is "Oedipus Tex and Other Cho- or more. 
recognized internationally as ral Calamities," "WTWP Clas- On Feb. 5, tickets will also be 
one of the most versatile ar tists sical Talkity-Talk Radio" and available through Ticketmaster 
in the field of music. The con- "Music fo r an Awful Lot of phone lines, outlets and Web 
cert will be conducted by Fran- Winds and Percussion." Both site. On Feb. 10, the day of the 
cisco Noya and features so- Schickele and P.D.Q, will share concert, tickets are availab le 
prano Miche le Eaton, tenor the VMA stage for this concert. only at the VMA box office, 
David Dusing and guest con- The Feb. 10 program includes noon to one half hour after cur
ductor Valerie Bretl. Schickele arrangements entitled tain, in person or by calling 272-

In addition to his composi- "Swing Sweet, Low Chariot," a 4862, or through Ticketrnaster 
tion credits, well in excess of 100 Beatles song set and excerpts until 3 p.m. 
works, Schickele is well known from P.D.Q. Bach's "dramatic If there are any unsold tick-
for his syndica ted radio pro- oratorio" "Oedipus Tex." ets remaining at 7:30 p.m., any 
gram, "Schickele Mix," which Tickets for Peter Schickele full-time student with valid stu
has aired on Public Radio Inter- Meets P.D.Q. Bach are available dent identification may pur
national since January 1992 and only through the Philharmonic chase one ticket for $5. 
w hi ch rece ived the ASCAP ticket office until Feb. 2 at 4:30 There is free parking for all 
pres tigious Deems Tay lor p.m. The Philharmonic box of- Philharmonic performances 
Award. Acknowledged as one fice is located at 222 Richmond both on the streets near the au
of the g reat satirists of the 20th St., Providence, and tickets may ditorium and at designated 
century, Schickele is perhaps be purchased by phone 831- parking lots. The Philharmonic 
best known for his role as P.D.Q. 3123 using MasterCard or Visa, provides complimentary shut
Bach, "one of Johann Sebastian in person during box office tie bus service to and from these 
Bac h 's '20-odd children,"' hours Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. parking lots before and after the 
w hose works Schickele a lone to 4:30 p.m. or online at the Web concerts. 

Savor Sum Yum Soup 
at Striar JCC 

Jason Arenburg and Carl DeSimone square off in the mu
sical parody, "The Mystery of Sum Yum Soup" by Jules 
Gelade. This innovative m usical comedy will be served again 
at the Striar JCC, 445 Central St., Stoughton, Mass., on Feb. 3 
at 7:30 p.m. and on Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. It's a play filled with belly 
laughing fun for all ages. Photo courtesy of Jewisl1 Theatre Ensemble 

Spring Flower and Garden Show Begins to Bloom 
Ask a Master Gardener 

As spring blooms and sea
sona l planting begins, many 
questions arise as to what plants 
and flowers need in order to 
look beautifu l, bright, and 
healthy. Have all of your ques
tions answered at "Ask a Mas
ter Ga rd ener" weekend ses
sions held at Providence Place 
mall in the easily accessible pe
dest rian walkway connector 
(skywalk between Bed Bath and 
Beyond and the Westin Hotel). 
Sessions will be held Feb. 3 and 
4 and Feb. 10 and 11 from noon 
to 6 p.m. URI Master Garden
ers will be on hand to give ad
v ice and tips on ca ring for 
houseplants, indoor and out
door gardens, and b looms. 
These gardening experts will be 
delivering helpful hints- from a 
beautifully d esigned garden 
display. 

In conjunction with these in
forma tive sessions, make sure 
to vis it the eighth annua l 
Rhode Island Spring Flower & 
Garden Show, Feb. 15 to 18, at 
the R.I. Convention Center. 
This year's show fea tures a 
line-up of gardening enthusi
asts as well as numerous gar
den demonstrations and work
shops. Lectures and dem on
strations will take place each 
day, all day. 

Flower Show hours are Feb. 
15 through 17, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Feb. 18, 10 a.m. to 6 p .m. Tick
ets are $11 ad vance, $13 week
d ays, $14 weekends, seniors/ 
s tuden ts: $12 weekdays, $13 
weekends, groups 20 or more: 
$10, children (6 to 12) $7, under 
6 free. Advance tickets $11 are 
ava il-a bl e a t Cit ize ns Ba nk 
branch loca tions throughout 
Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 

For ticket prices and infor
mation, call the show's ticketing 
coordinator at 253-0246 or visit 
<www.flo wershow.com>, For 
general show information, call 
flo wer show m anage ment at 
421-7811 or public relations at 
785-9450, ext. 210. 

Master Gardener and 
_ TV Personality to Appear 

at Spring Flower & 
Garden Show 

"get your hands dirty" ap
proach to gardening. Ko!Js has 
served as the gardening and lif
es ty le contri bu tor for ABC's 
"Good Morning America" since 
January 1999. In this role she of

Love to garden? Looking to 
plant the perfect rose? In need 
of some new cooking or enter
taining ideas? Well, a ll of 
your questions can be an
swered by two of the 
country's most renowned 
experts in gardening and 
entertaining. Master Gar
dener Rebecca Kolls, host 

fers advice pertaining to a 
wide variety of gardening, 

crafts, and creative cooki ng 
ideas that make use of the 
garden. 

/ /.""'"lrv"il Kolls will speak on Feb. 

of TV's ga rd ening 
show, "Rebecca's 
Garden, " and B. 
Smith, successful 
author, restaurateur, 
TV personali ty and 
host of "B. Smith with 
Style," will make special 
guest appearances at the 
Spring Flower & Garden 
Show. 

15 at 1 p.m. She will dis
cuss how she prepared gar
dens for her show as well 

as g ive gardening tips 
and answer questions. 

Smith, a seasoned cu
lina ry and lifestyle ex-

pert, was recently recog-
nized by Elle Decor maga

zine as one of America's 
10 most o uts tanding 
non-professional chefs 
in the country. As the 
first African-American 

woman e lected to 
~ the board of trust

ees of the presti-
gious Culinary Insti-

Smith will hold a lecture en
titled "Garden Delights: Edible 
Flowers and Herbs" on Feb. 17 
at noon. A book signing will fol
low. 

This February, escape the 
cold and welcome spring a bit 
earlier by attending the Rhode 
Island Spring Flower & Garden 
Show. 

Give Your Sweetheart 
a Thousand Roses! 

On Feb. 14, the public is in
vi ted to indulge in Valentine's 
Day ambiance and b,e treated to 
an exciting preview of award
wi nn ing gardens crafted by 
some of New England's finest 
nurseries and designers. From 
6:30 to 11 p .m., the Friends of 
Roger Williams Park will host 
the preview party of the 2001 
Rhode Island Spring Flower & 
Garden Show. Along with a half 
million blooming flowers, this 
event promises to be a fantastic 
evening fill ed with champagne 

toasts, tasty food assortments, 
and li ve entertainment, with 
performances by the Dan 
Moretti Band and Deborah 
Mann. 

On th.is special evening, an 
exciting announcement w ill be 
made that will affect the horti
cu lture future of the 436-acre 
historic "jewel" loca ted in 
Providence. Proceeds from the 
preview party will benefit this 
new venture. 

In addition to the Valentine's 
Day fanfare and spectacular 
announcement, guests may en
ter to win fabulous raffle prizes. 
With an exc iting line-up of 
speakers, a garden awards pro
gram will also be held. 

This Va len tine's Day, treat 
y.ourself, your family, or your 
employees to a fabulous and 
roman tic evening . Preview 
party tickets are $80 each, $150 
per couple and are available by 
calling Roger Williams Park at 
785-9450. 

Both Kolls and Smith 
will hold lectures and 
meet with the public to 
answer questions. Smith 
will hold a book signing 
in the Borders Gardening 
Bookstore on the fifth 
floor of the convention 
center. 

tute of America, Smith r---------------------, . 

Kolls, developed her appre
ciation for gardening as a young 
girl and has always kept to her 

has published three books. I 
Launching her career as a I 

fashion model, Smith was the 
first African-American woman I 
to appear on the cover of Made- I 
moiselle and has appeared on I 
five Essence and Ebony covers. I 

I 
- Gift Certificates Available - I 

I 

<Jf'u,.,,,, .... 
Best of "Award of Excellence" for 9 years running ... 

- Wine Spectator Magazine 

762 Hope Street • Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421-4114 

, I 
I 

Buy one sandwich and get a second one 

•FREE• 
New Customers Only, Please..: Expires 2/I0/01 

The best sandwich in 
-Prov·idenc~-. PeriQ~. 

MEETING STREET CA-FE 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

220 Meeting Street, at the heart of Thayer Street, on I 
Providence's East Side I 

© 273-1066 for Take-Out I 
Open 8 am to ll pm 7 days a week I 

---------------------~ 

l 
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OBITUARIES 
ESTHER ABRAMSON 

LOWELL, Mass. - Esther 
"Dede" (Smith) Abramson, 78, 
of Varnum Avenue ctied Jan. 19 
at Northwood Nursing and Re
habilitation Center. She was the 
widow of Irving Abramson and 
the daughter of the late Walter 
R. and Esther (Doyle) SmHh. 

She was born in Boston and 
lived in New Bedford for 55 
years. 

She was a graduate of Notre 
Dame Academy in West 
Roxbury and the former Miss 
Rooney's School of Elocution in 
Boston. 

She was a teacher at Sacred 
· Heart Academy prior to her 

marriage. 
She was a former member of 

Tifereth Israel Congregation, a 
member of Hadassah and a vol
unteer at St. Luke's Hospital, in 
New Bedford. 

Survivors include a daugh
ter, Nina Ostrom of Carlisle; a 
sister, Eleanor Sheehan of 
Scotia, N. Y.; and two grandchil
dren . 

She was the sister of the late 
Edwin Smith and Barbara 
Levenson. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 22 in the Plainville Cem
etery, New Bedford. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be 
made to the Carlisle Education 
Foundation, P.O. Box 734, 
Carlisle, Mass. 01741. The fam
ily was assisted with the ar
rangements by the Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

GEORGE BLACKER 
PHOENIX, Ariz. - George 

Blacker, 92, of Phoenix, Ariz., 
formerly of Fall River, the 
former owner and operator of 
the Novelty Braicting Co., died 
Jan. 26 at Kivel Care Center, 
Phoenix. 

He was the husband of the 
late Lee (Schongo ld) Blacker. 
Born in Providence, the son of 
the late Harry and Besse 
(Lovenson r Blacker, he had 
lived. in Fall River most of h is 
life before moving to Phoenix in 
1992. 

He owned Novelty Braiding, 
a manufacturer of braided rugs, 
before retirihg 35 years ago. 

He had attended Tufts Uni
versity and gradu ated from 
Bryant College. 

He leaves a daughter, Ina 
Cheryl Blacker of Phoenix, and 
a son, William D. Blacker of 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. He was the 
brother of the late Sarah and 
Alice Schongold. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 30 in Hebrew Cemetery, 
Fall River. The family was as
sisted with the arrangements by 
the Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

MAXS. FINE 
CRANSTON 

Max S. Fine, 84, of 
Norman Avenue, former owner 
of F&F Enterprises, ctied Jan . 27 
at Rhode Island Hospital, Provi
dence. 

He was the husband of Nelly 
(Brandt) Fine. Born in th e 
Bronx, N.Y., a son of the la te 
Isadore and Rose (Drilich) Fine, 
he lived in Cranston for 40 
years, previou s ly living in 
Providence. 

He owned and operated ser
vice stations in the Rhode Island 
area for 40 years, most recently 
the Reservoir Shell station on 
Reservoir Avenue, retiring in 
1985. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World War II, serving in Europe 
and the Pacific, receiving a 
bronze star and several other 
citations. He was a member of 
Rebeck-WeiI)stein Jewish War 
Veterans Post 406. 

He was a me mber of the 
Synagogue for the Performing 
Arts, Los Angeles, and a former 
member of Temple Sinai and 
Temple Torat Yisrael, and the 
former Congregation Sons of 
Abraham, Providence. He was 
a past president of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Fraternal Associa
tion. 

An avi d bowler, he won 
many trophies. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
four sons, Barry H. Fine of Chi
cago, A lan P. Fine of New 
Canaan, Conn., Jeff A. Fine of 
Cranston and Howard Fine of 
West Hollywood, Calif.; a 
daughter, Rita E. Gradus of 
Cranston; and seven grandchil-

Your Only Local Family
Owned Jewish Funeral Home 

Serving Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts 

Michael D. Smith, R.E. 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.:463-7771 
Out of State 

Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 

/°'" . I .~.,,,~'1,_ -Certified by I ie 
i '=' i RI. Board of Rabbis 

Member National a,nd Rhode Island 
Funeral Directors A,ssociations 

Pre-Need Programs Available 
Wheelchair Accessible 

dren. He was the brother of the 
late Helen Meylach and Harry 
Fine. 

A funeral service was held 
Jan. 30 in Shalom Memorial 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions in his 
memory may be made to the 
Synagogue for the Performing 
Arts, Brentwood, Calif. Ar
rangements were made by Sha
lom Memorial Chapel. 

SYLVIA FORMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Sylvia 

(Rosen) Forman of Elmgrove 
Avenue, ctied Jan. 27 at Miriam 
Hospital. 

She was the wife of the late 
Mack Forman. They were mar
ried for 55 years. 

Born in Boston, a daughter of 
the la te Joseph and Annie 
Rosen, she was raised in Boston 
and moved to Providence when 
she married. 

She leaves a son, Roy Forman 
of Providence; two daughters, 
Audrey Robbins of Providence 
and Jill Starr of Weston, Mass.; 
two sisters, Gladys "Lally" Selt
ze r of Providence and Edith 
Nessen of Brookline, Mass.; and 
seven grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan . 29 in Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave. Burial was in 
Temple Beth-EI Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Temple Beth
El, 70 Orchard Ave,, Providence, 
R.I. 02906. The family was as
sisted with the arrangements by 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

LILLIAN POITER 
GOLDSTEIN 

PROVIDENCE - Lillian 
Potter Goldstein, 87, of Black
stone Boulevard, a former biol
ogy teacher, and a noted propo
nent of gun control after her first 
husband was fatally shot, died 
Jan. 27 at home. 

She was the wife of Hyman 
Goldstein, and the late Dr. 
Charles Potter. She and Mr. 
Goldstein were married for 25 
years. Born in Providence, a 
daugh ter of the late David 
Solomon and Goldie (Kaplan) 
Kelman, she lived in Providence 
most of her life. 

She taught biology at Central 
and Mount Pleasan t High 

Schools, and the Lincoln School 
for more than 30 years before 
retiring. In 1969, she received an 
award from the Bausch & Lomb 
Corp. honoring her as the Out
standing Biology Teacher of the 
Year. 

She became an avid sup
porter of gun control after her 
first husband, Dr. Potter, was 
killed by an escaped convict try
ing to steal his car outside the 
former Lying-In Hospital in 
1970. 

She organized and led Hand
gun Alert, and lobbied on the 
state and na tional levels, ap
pea ring on television, before 
Congress and with numerous 
civic groups. Her efforts led to 
the passing of the first manda
tory pre-purchase training law 
for would-be gun owners. 

She was an ardent supporter 
of Planned Parenthood, and in 
1984 hel ped to raise funds to 
name the new home of the or
ganization the Dr. Charles Pot
ter Memorial. 

She was a longtime member 
of the League of Women Voters, 
spearhead ing voter-education 
drives. 

She was a member of the Na
tional Council of Jewish Women 
and was honored for her com
munity service in 1960. She 
helped plan the drive to help pay 
for a planetarium in the Roger 
Williams Park Museum. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El. She was a graduate of 
Pembroke CoUege, Class of 1933 
, and received her master 's de
gree from Brown University in 
1936. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves two daughters, Eleanor 
Potter of Baltimore and Betsey 
Potter of Los Angeles. She was 
the mother of the late Deborah 
Brener, and sister of the late Jack 
and Fred Kelman. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 30 in Temple Beth-El. Burial 
was in Sharon (Mass.) Memorial 
Park. In lieu of flowers, contri
butions may be made to VNA 
Hospice, 157 Waterman St., 
Providence, R.I. 02906 or The 
Li llian Potter Fund in Support 
of Science Education at Lincoln 
School, 301 Butler Ave., Provi
dence, R.I. 02906 or the Dr. 
Charles and Li lli an Potter Edu
cation Program at Planned Par
enthood of R.I., 111 Point St., 
Providence, R.I. 02903. The fam
ily was assisted with the ar
rangements by Sugarman-Sinai 

Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

. -=:: NATHANIEL GUY -= NEW BEDFORD 
~ - Nathaniel "Na t" 
Guy, 81, of Tucker Road, North 
Dartmouth, died Jan. 19 at the 
New Bedford Jewish Convales
cent Home. He was the wid
ower of Selma L. (Levine) Guy. 
They were married for 52 years. 

He was the son of the late Jo
seph and Rose (Wishnetsky) 
Guy. 

He was a lifelong New 
Bedford resident. He was a 
Fairhaven High School and 
Bryant College graduate. 

He was a World War II Army 
veteran, ea rning the rank of 
master sergeant while serving 
overseas in Italy and Africa. 

He was involved in the real 
estate business for more than 40 
years and owned Nat Guy Re
alty in Dartmouth. 

He was best known for his 
athletic prowess. He was a top 
tennis player locally for many 
yea rs. In addition to holding 
many New Bedford champion
ship ti ties for both singles and 
doubles, he was a highly ranked 
player on the New England ten
nis circuit. 

He was a member of Tifereth 
Israel Synagogue, the Massa
chusetts and New Bedford As
sociation of Realtors, the Jewish 
War Veterans, the United States 
Lawn Tennis Association and 
a charter member of the 
Allendale Country Club. 

Besides being a fine athlete 
and competitor, he enjoyed the 
company of four very special 
golden retrievers. 

Survivors include his daugh
ter, Louise}. Guy of South Dart
mouth, and several cousins, 
nieces and nephews. He was the 
brother of the late Barney D. 
Guy. 

The funeral was held Jan. 22 
at the Tifereth Israel Congrega
tion. Burial followed at Plain
ville Cemetery. In lieu of flow
ers contributions may be made 
to Whaling City Tennis Associa
tion, c/ o Alex Pavao, 71 Colo
nial Way, N. DartmotJth, Mass. 
02747, or Fairhaven High School 
Ath letic Association, 12 
Huttleston Ave ., Fairh aven, 
Mass. 02719. Thefamily was as
sisted with the arrangements by 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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-------- Obituaries 

DOROTHY S. KAY 
PROVIDENCE-Dorothy S. 

Kay, 88, of the Summit and Pa
vi lion Medica l Center, 1085 
North Main St., a retired book
keeper, died Jan. 26 at the cen
ter. 

She was the wife of the late 
Dr. Maurice Kay. Born in New 
Yo rk, a daughter of the la te 
Marcus and Le na (Fischer) 
Schoen; she lived in Providence 
for 60 years. 

She was a bookkeeper for 
American Universal Insurance 
Co. for 15 years, retiring in 1978. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, its Kulanu, Garden 
C lub and Sisterhood, and 
Temple Sinai in Cranston and its 
Sisterhood. She was a member 
of the Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association, Na' Amat, Roger 
Williams Hospital Ladies Asso
ciation, and Brandeis University 
Women. 

She was a pas t president of 
the United Order of True Sisters, 
and a former member of the 
Cranston Senior Guild, Hadas
sah and B' nai B'rith. She did 
volunteer work for the Rhode 
Island School for the Deaf and 
the Roger Williams Hospital gift 
shop. 

She leaves a dau ghte r, 
Marjorie Brown of Pawtucket, 
four grandchildren and nine 
g rea t-grandchildren. She was 
the sister of the late Herbert and 
Lawrence Schoen, Blanche 
Snyder, Eleanor Mayer and 
Gertrude Rosenfe ld-Garten
stein. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan . 28 in Shalom Memoria l 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions in her 
m em o ry ma y be m ad e to 
Temple Emanu-El or Temple Si
nai . Arrangements were made 
by Shalom Memorial Chapel. 

1111§ GABRIEL LEVINE 
c::=:= FORT LAUDER
---- DALE, Fla. - Gabriel 
Levine, 85, of N.E. 36th St., Fort 
Lauderda le, Fla., formerl y of 
Providence, co-owner of the 
former S. Levine & Son Tailor
ing and Dry Cleaning of Provi
dence, died Jan. 20 at Manor 
Pines, in Fort Lauderdale. 

He was the husband of the 
late Naomi (Rose) Levine. Born 
in Providence, a son of the late 
Samuel and Bessie (Moskovitz) 
Levine, he n ad li ved in Provi
dence before moving to Florida 
10 years ago. 

He retired in 1985 from the 
tailoring and dry-cleaning busi
ness he had owned with his late 
father. 

An Army Air Forces veteran 
of World War II, he served in 
Normandy and northern France 
as a technical sergeant. 

He was a lifetime member of 
the Touro Fraternal Association, 
and of the Jewish War Veterans. 

He was an avid cigar smoker 
and collector of pipes. 

He leaves two sons, Stanley 
Levine of Red wing, Minn ., and 
Robert Levine of Fort Lauder
dale, and a grandson. He was 
the brother of the late Gladys 
Kosofsky. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 24 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. The family was 
assisted with the arrangeme_nts 

(Continued from Page 14) 

by Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Prov i
dence. 

CELIA L. PODRAT 
CRANSTON - Celia L. 

Podrat, 86, of Victoria Court, 55 
Oaklawn Ave., a violin player 
and artist, died Ja n . 23 a t 
Miriam Hospital, Prov idence. 
She was the wife of the late 
Daniel Podrat. 

Bo rn in Nashua, N .H. , a 
daughter of the late Joseph and 
Bertha (Lazavik) Gorin, she 
lived in Crans ton for three 
years, previously· residing in 
Warwick and Providence. 

She was a life member of the 
Ladies Association of the former 
Jewish Home for the Aged, and 
a life member of Hadassah. She 
was a former member of Temple 
Emanu-El and its Garden Club. 

She was a champion bridge 
player, exce ll e d as a v iol in 
p layer and was a creative artist. 
While at Victoria Court, she de
signed greeting cards for many 
people li vi ng the re. She a lso 
knitted baby hats for Women & 
Infants Hospital. 

She leaves a son, Kenneth 
Podrat of Cranston; a daughter, 
Diane Podrat-Byer of Milford, 
Conn.; and two g randdaugh
ters. She was the sister of the late 
Pauline Isenstein. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 28 in Sh alom Memo ri al 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu 
of flowers, contribu tions in her 
memory may be made to your 
favorite charity. Arrangements 
were made by Shalom Memo
rial Chapel. 

MIRIAM B. RUTMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Miriam B. 

Rutman, 91, of Blackstone Bou
leva rd, the pres ident o f the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, and 
a philanthropist, died Jan. 20 at 
EPOCH on Blackstone Boule
vard . 

She was the wife of the la te 
Walter Rutman. They were mar
ried for 45 years. A lifelong resi
dent of Rhode Island, she was a 
daughter of the late Harry Ben
jam in and Sara B. (Slack) 
Bomside. She had Ii ved 'On Gov
ernor Street for many years be
fore mo vi ng to EPOCH o n 
Blackstone Boulevard. She and 
her husband spent their winters 
on Barbados, w here they be
longed to the Sandy Lane Coun
try Club. 

Besides being the president 
of the Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 
she also ran the Herald Press, · 
Ondine Publishing Co., and the 
Post and Star Publishing. 

She and her late husband 
were responsible for the cre
ation of educational endow
ments at both Brown University 
and at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute. Twelve years after the 
initial endowment, 32 students 
had been named as Ru tman 
National Scholars, a nd Mrs . 
Rutman made it a point to cor
respond with all of them indi
vidually. 

She was also responsible for 
the creation of a Book Endow
ment Fund at the Providence 
Athenaeum. She and her hus
band were also major support
ers of Trinity Repertory Theatre. 

She was a former member of 
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the Ledgemont Country Club, 
Seekonk. 

She was the sister of the late 
Edward S., Irvin Herman and 
Doris Ester Bomside. 

The funeral and burial were 
private. Contributions may be 
made to the Walter and Miriam 
Rutman National Scholarship at 
Brown University, Prospect St., 
Providence, R.I. 02912 or the 
Walter and Miriam B. Rutman 
Scholarship Fund at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, 100 Insti
tute Road , Worceste r, Mass. 
01609. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

SAMUEL CORNELIUS 
SHATKIN 

EAST GREENWICH-
Samuel Cornelius Shatkin, 25, 
of Green Hill Way, East Green
wich, died Jan . 23 in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., in an au to mobile 
accident. 

Born in Providence, he was 
a son of Louis Shatkin of East 
Greenwich a nd Laurie 
Krentzman-Shatkin of Tampa, 
Fla. 

He was a graduate of Valley 
Forge Military Academy. He re
ceived a d egree in culinary arts 
and hote l management from 
Newberry College. 

H e enjoyed playing tenni s 
and loved to ski. 

Besides his parents, he leaves 
two brothers, David and Drew 
Shatkin, a siste r, Dominique 
Shatkin, and two nephews, 
Phillip and Aaron Shatki n, al l of 
Warwick. He was the grandson 
of the late Si mon and Carrie 
Shatkin. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan . 26 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. In lieu of fl ow
ers, contributions may be made 
to the American Cancer Society, 
400 Main St., Pawtucket, R.I. 
02860. The family was assisted 
wi th the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

EKHEVOD TSALYUK 
PROVIDENCE - Ekhevod 

Tsalyuk, 87, of Rosewood 
Manor, Providence, a photomap 
assembler, died Jan. 25 at the 
manor. 

She was the wife of the late 
Michael Rakhman. Born in Rus
si a, a daugh te r of th e la te 
Mortho and Krenya (S id e l
skaya) Tsalyuk, she had Jived in 
Providence for 20 years. 

She was a photomap assem
bler for the Russian government 
for several years, retiring many 
years ago. 

She leaves a son, Boris 
Rakhman of Warwick; a daugh
ter, Asia Seray of Chicago, Ill.; a 
sister, Clara Tsalyuk of New 
York City; two granddaughters, 
Veronica and Stella and a great
grandson, Jonathan. She was 
th e sister of the la te Le ib 
Tsalyuk. 

Funeral services were held 
on Jan. 26 at Shalom Memorial 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. Ar
ran gements were made by Sha
lom Memorial Chapel. 

FEATURE 
Israel's Economy 
and The Intifada 

(Continued from Page 15) 

Israel's recent and booming 
high-tech industry, he said, has 
fueled 40 to SO percent oflsrael' s 
economic growth, but the ben
efits of it are seen only by a nar
row portion of Israelis. "The 
bulk of Israel's 2 million work
ers do not directly benefit [from 
the industry], though they ben
efit from the growth in the over
all economy." 

Israelis I have spoken to as 
well as Americans recently re
turning from Israel all say the 
same thing- they felt very safe 
and were in fact very far from 
areas of unrest. This view is in 
conflict with the U .S. State 
Department's travel warnings 
not to visit Israel or the Middle 
East. 

"Not only does this [warn
ing] scare visitors away," Maita! 
said , "but [for] those visitors 
who do come, their insurance is 
no t in effec t. This prevents 
many of our outstanding schol
ars from coming to Israel and 
teaching our managers. The 
Jewish community should ex
press its ou trage a t the State 
Department' s unnecessa ry 
travel warning." 

Maita! paints a stark picture. 
"Israel faces a severe dilemma: 
The desire of many Israelis for 
national and personal security, 
through erection of defensible 
borders w ith the PA, and the 
fact that if such geographic bor
ders are also hermetically sealed 
economic ones, [wi ll cause] the 
PA to sink into poverty, further 
generating violence and insta
bility." 

" It is still too early," he said, 
" to predi ct the long-term eco
nomic consequences of the lat
est round of Israeli-Palestinian 
violence." 

CAT SITTING 

EAST SIDE CAT SITTING SERVICE -
"Loving Care When You Can't Be There" 
References. (401) 272-0557. 2/22/01 

ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YOKEN, PROFESSIONAL DISC 
JOCKEY, BAR/BAT MITZVAH SPE
CIALIST. Package includes-2 dancers/ 
facilitators for both teens and adults, New 
York light show, candle-lighting ceremony 
and dance contests. Fall River (508) 679-
1545. Bos1on Party Planners #1 Choice. 

2/15/01 

FREE 

FIND LOVE FOR FREE IN FEBRUARY 
on-line at www.thejconnection.com. Just 
click on Meet Your Match and use our 
video and matching services for free 
throughout February. 2/22/01 

OLD ESTATE ITEMS 

BUYING OLD ESTATE ITEMS INCLUD
ING : CIGARETTE LIGHTERS, COL
ORED PLASTIC RADIOS, FOUNTAIN 
PENS, MATCH SAFES, WATCHES. -
CALL 421-3040. 3/15/01 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND S_TERLING trays, 
pitchers, tea sets, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. (781) 344-6763. 2/22/01 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost 
$3 for 15 words or less. Additional words 
cost 12 cents each. Payment must be 
received by Monday at 4 p.m. prior to 
the Thursday when the ad is scheduled 
to appear. This newspaper will no1, 
knowingly, accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the 
R.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804(c) 
of title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. 
Our readers are hereby informed that 
all dwelling/housing accommodations 
advertised in this newspaper are avail 
able on an equal opportunity basis. 

YOU'Rl lHVING? 
TAKE TIME TO LET US KNOW. WHENEVER AND 

WHEREVER YOU GO, WE WANT YOU TO TELL US. 
TELL US - NOT THE POST OFFICE. 

THEY DON'T TELL US EVERYTHING, YOU KNOW! 

Call 724-0200 

~ -------------------7 
RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 

I 

CIASSIFIEDS ! 
15 words for $3.00 • 1 2¢ each additional word I 

I 
Category _________________ I 
Message 

Name 
Address 

Phone 

No. Words Date(s) Run _______ _ 

To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
will be mailed to the He rald via box number, and forwarded to clas
s ified advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRI OR to 
the Thursday on which the ad 1s to appear 
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Was That Two Cups or Three? 
Joshua Kaufman, Joshua Orson and Jake Orson prepare gingerbread for baking during a 

recent Kids pace / Pre-teen connection program at JCCRI. Photo courtesy of /CCR/ 

Spiritual Poems Sought 
A$1,000 grand prize is being offered in a special religious poetry contest sponsored by New 

Jersey Rainbow Poets, free to everyone. There are 28 prizes in all totaling more than $3,000. 
To enter, send one poem only of 21 lines or less to: Free Poetry Contest, PMB70, 103 N. Wood 

Ave., Linden, NJ 07036. Or enter on-line at <www.freecontest.com>. 
The deadline for entering is Feb. 17. Poems may be written on any subject, using any style, 

as long as there is a spir itual inference. A typica l poem might be a love poem, or nature poem, 
one that inspires. All entrants will receive a winner's list. 

Mazon Appoints New 
Executive Director 

A Los Angeles man who first 
witnessed the ravages of hun
ger when he served in the 
United States Peace Corps, 
and who has devoted 20 years 
to achieving cutting edge re
forms for needy people, is the 
new executive director of 
MAZON: A Jewish Response 
to Hunger. 

H. Eric Schockman, a top 
consultant to the California 
State Assembly and Los Ange
les City Council, and longtime 
professor and associate dean at 
the University of Southern Cali
fornia, will oversee all opera-
tions at MAZON. · 

Founded in 1985, MAZON is 
a national non-profit agency 
which allocates donations from 
the Jewish community to pro
vide food, help and hope to 
hungry people of all faiths and 
backgrounds. 

In its 15-year hi s tory, 
MAZON has granted $23 mil
lion to emergency feeding pro
grams, food banks, multi-ser
vice organizations and advo
cacy groups which feed hungry 
people today and seek long
term solutions to hunger in the 
United States, Israel and in poor 
countries worldwide. 

Schockman succeeds Susan 
Cramer, who joined MAZON 
in 1988 and recently retired af
ter 20 years as a hunger relief 
professional. 

Schockman's interest in hun
ger relief stemmed from his 
graduate studies in interna
tional relations when he "de
cided that just studying world 
hunger wasn't enough." He en
listed for two years in the Peace 
Corps, teaching agricultural de
velopment in the African coun
try of Sierra Leone. 

MAZON ("food" in Hebrew) 
provides relief internationally; 
however the majority of the 
agencies that it funds are do
mestic. Schockman' s efforts will 
be on behalf of many of the esti
mated 31 million Americans, 
including 12 million children, 
who are hungry or living on the 
very edge of hunger. 

To help low-income and hun
gry people, Schockman draws 
upon years of public policy ex
pertise developed through aca
demic and political experience. 
A Ph.D. in political science and 
international relations, he has 
taught at numerous campuses 
in addition to USC. 

A member of Beth Chayim 
Chadashim Synagogue in Los 
Angeles, Schockman is a 
founder of the New Leaders 
Project. A program under the 
auspices of the Los Angeles Jew
ish Federation Council, NLP 
provides young Jews with train
ing in socia l action and has 
served as a model for other 
cities. 
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