
••••••••••••••••••CAR-RT SORT••C-027 
01- 31--2001 

R.I. JEWlSH HISTORICAL ASSOC. 
130 Se:,s.1ons St 
Providence RI 02906-3444 

111,.," I, II, 1..1 I u,.J I 'L" 11, ,I,, I, I,, I, I, , I,. I I ,II,,, ,I , I ,I 

Rhode Island Jewish 
-----------i

1 HERALD 
Local Students 

Honored as 
Feinstein 
Scholars 

PAGE7 

The Only English-Jewish Weekly in Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

VOLUME LXXI, NUMBER 16 

News at 
a Glance 

• The Center for Jewish 
History will host what is 
possibly the largest 
group of Jewish mu
seum professionals ever 
assembled when the 
Council of American 
Jewish Museums con
venes its annual confer
ence, Jan. 12 to 24. En
titled "The Future of the 
Jewish Past," the confer
ence is being held in co
opera ti on with the 
Council of Archives and 
Research Libraries in 
Jewish Studies and will 
draw almost400 partici
pants from throughout 
the United States as well 
as from Germany, Bel
gium, Israel and the 
former Soviet Union. 
Highlights of the confer
ence will indude key
note addresses by Dr. 
Yosef Hayim Yeru
shalmi, the Sa lo W. 
Baron professor of Jew
ish history, culture and 
society at Columbia 
University, and Jon
athan Boyar:in, author 
and scholar of the poli
tics of identity and col
lective memory. Partici
pants in the c~erence 
will tour many of New · 
York City's major muse
ums and cultural insti
tutions, attend seminars 
and workshops on such 
issues as "Holocaust Art 
Restitution: How it Af
fects Jewish Museums," 
"Genealogy and Cul
tural Programming," 
and "Interpreting Ur
ban and Ethnic His
tory," and participate in 
affinity groups for mu
seum educators, syna
gogue museums, ]CC 
museums, Holocaust in
stitutions and archivists 

. and librarians. Accord
ing to Karen Franklin, 
conference Co-chair, the 
conference "signals the 
'coming of age' of the 
Jewish museum field." 
"Conference topics are 
inner-directed," she 
pointed out, "focusing 
on staff, development 
and interdisciplinary. 
We will be exploring the 
relationship between 
museums and research 
facilities and between 
American and Euro
pean organizations, as 
well as addressing con
temporary issues of in
terna tiona I concern1 

such as restitution." 
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BJERI Trip to Philadelphia Helps Homeless 
by Zachary Lichaa 

Over the December vacation, 
I attended the Philadelphia trip 
sponsored by the Bureau of)ew
ish Education of Rhode Island. 
The three-day trip was orga
nized for teens in grades eight 
through 12 and 35 teens from 
Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts took part. Over 
the course of the three days, the 
group participated in a variety 
of programs that were both edu
cational and fun, including go
ing to a homeless she! ter and 
shooting pool at a billiards club. 
The trip's focus was to go to 
Philadelphia and help the 
homeless. We picked Philadel
phia because of a young man 
named Trevor Ferrell and hjg 
father Frank. Trevor began 
Trevor's Place and later Trevor's 
Endeavors when he was only 11 
years old. His organiza tions 
would travel around-the streets 
of Philadelphia and hand out 
food and clothes to the home
less. 

In Philadelphia, we met 
Frank Ferrell who, despite hav
ing undergone several brain 
operations, took us around the 
streets to hand out food and 
clothes. The feeling that I was 
helping someone who needed it 
most was unbelievably beauti
ful. I gave my New England Pa
triots sweatshirt to a man who 
had only a T-shirt on in the be
low freezing weather. Not only 

did that make me feel good but 
it gave that man prid e a nd 
honor. Now he didn' t have to 
think of himself as someone 
who peo[1le look down at. 

I met many young gentlemen 
who were in shelters for numer
ous reasons, but the main rea
son that I heard from the many 
people I spoke with was drug 

and alcohol abuse. Now, this 
may tum many readers off by 
what they are hearing, but I was 
instantly turned on by their sto
ries and the advice that was 
given to me and the other Jew
ish teens. One man named Mark 
who I met at the Gateway Cen
ter, a Salvation Army shelter, 
said, "Don' t ever do drugs or 

alcohol because this is where 
you will end up." We all hear 
this type of advice from our par
ents and teachers all the time, 
but when it comes from some
one who has lost so much be
cause of drugs and alcohol it 
really hits home. 

The trip was organized by 
(Continued on Page 19) 

Reform Jewish Movement Objects to Boy Scout Ban 
Local Reaction to National Policy 

states that "all people are equal 
June 28, 2000 Supreme Court in the eyes of G-d." Rabbi Blake 
decision to uphold the Boy commented that the Reform 
Scouts of America admittance movement has been issuing 
policy that bars homosexuals statements on this for some 
from joining the Scouts. t1me. He feels that it is 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

Rhode Island has become a 
battleground for Boy Scout is
sues in recent years. The local 
United Way has cut all funding 
for the Boy Scouts of America. 
The East Side Cub Scout Pack 
has promised to defy national 
charter rules . And Camp 
Yagoog in Hopkinton, R.I., 
gained national attention when 
an Eagle Scout was denied a job 
allegedly because he was gay; 
he was later hired. 

The latest entry into this fray 
is the Reform Jewish move
ment, which has taken the 
strongest response yet to the 
problematic Boy Scout policy of 
any organized religion. The 
Central Conference of Ameri
can Rabbis, NFTY, a popular 
Jewish youth movement, and 
the North American Federation 
of Temple Brotherhoods have 
all drafted regulations in oppo
sition to the discriminatory 
policy. The event that igni ted 
the most passionate fires in 
scouting opposition was the 

Rabbi Jonathan Blake of "irnport[ant] forreligiousinsti- . 
Temple Beth El spoke to the tutions to take a stand." He con
Herald about this issu e. He tinued, saying that he regrets 
made it quite clear that the having to go against an institu
Temple Beth El community had lion which has been helpful to 
already made up its mind on so many children over the years. 
this issue more than four years "Boy Scouts and Reform Juda
ago. "The Beth El board has al- ism are both in the tradition of 
ready made its decision," he promoting moral character .. . 
said, of its disapproval of the [but] we disagree on this point, 
Boy Scout policy. Although the we don' t see eye to eye." 
official ruling comes from the A letter from Rabbi Dan Pol
Texas-based Boy-Scout credo, ish, director of the Commission 
which has been intact since on Social Action, sent to the 
1910, "only in the 90s has it be- members of the Union of Arneri
come a flash point issue," Rabbi can Hebrew Congregations, de
Blake said. The credo requires clar;,d that "we must recom
a Scout to be "morally straight," me~ that congregations spon
which has been taken to mean _ soring / housing troops / packs 
that homosexuals are not we!- withdraw sponsorship of a 
come. .? troop / pack '!fld / or stop hous-

"Scou ting has done many ing one." It continued: "Every 
good things for America's individual - regardless of his 
youth, but exclusion of hl)1no- or her sexual orientation - is 
sexuals is a rejection of Re($)rm created in the image of G-d and 
Judaism," he sa id, whichcle~rly is deserving of equal trea t-

ment." The Jetter asked that de
spite the difficulty of this deci
sion, that all parents, even those 
who are not Reform Jews, re
move their children from Boy 
Scout packs. 

For specific protest ·mea
sures, the letter recommended: 
publicly amending the local Boy 
Scout charter by adding a non
discrimination clause, with
drawing financial support, con
tinuing the protests, and work
ing to build effective coalitions 
of support, especially inside the 
religious community. 

The CCAR's official state
ment is unchanged from its 1992 
statement, which reads: "The 
CCAR calls upon Boy Scouts of 
America to open its member
ship and leadership to all men 
and boys without regard to their 
sexual orientation." 

Rabbi James Rosenberg, from 
Temple Habonirn in Barrington, 
said that "The Reform move
ment is on record ... [as being] 
strong I y in favor of gay right 
and non-discrimination . The 
Boy Scouts of America has cho-

(Continued on Page 19) 
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The Providence Children's Museum, 100 South St., Provi
dence, announces the following activi ties. Call 273-KIDS. 

January 

19 What Color Day. 9:40 a.m. to 1:50 p .m. The museum's Pre
school Friday series concludes as children, age 3 to 5, de
light in wintry white. Hear a chilly story, make an icy scene, 
nibble snow cookies. Each session is 20 minutes long. Pre
registration is recommended for this popular series. Call 
273-KIDS, ext. 234 for enrollment information. There may 
be space available for sa me-da y reg ist ration a t the 
museum's admissions desk. There is a $1 fee above the 
price of admission for same-day registration. 

20 Providence Strike Force. 1 to 3 p.m. Step right up! See Provi
dence Strike Force, a high energy "step group," perform a 
modified cousin to rhythmic African boot dancing. 

21 Eureka! Crime Lab. 1 and 2 p .m. Dr. Carl Selavka of the 
· Massachusetts State Police Crime Lab shows how science 
helps to find people and solve crimes. Kids age 7 and up 
examine fingerprints, photos and DNA samples and in
vestigate the approach scientists use to determine identity 
in case of missing persons. 

22 Museum Closed. 
23 Play & Learn. 1 to 2:30 p .m. Preschoolers, ages 2 to 4, play 

games and explore the nooks and crannies of Littlewoods. 
24 Discovery! 3 and 3:45 p.m. Ssshhhh - it's a secret! Chil

dren age 5 and up learn a few secret codes and make a 
decoder wheel to take home. 

25 Time Tunnel Pen Pals. 3 to 4:30 p .m. People in Cambodia 
use stamps called "chops" to sign thei r names. Kids age 7 
and up make their own chop to take home. 

Writers' Circle 2001 Events 
Free and open to the public, programs meet at the Sarah Doyle 

Center, 185 Meeting St. in Providence, on alternate Sundays, 1 :30 
to 3:30 p.m. Development workshops are open to non-fiction and 
fiction w riters of prose, poetry and plays. 

Programs in 2001, feature short story writer Bill Carpenter, lead
ing a fiction workshop, Jan. 21. On Feb. 4 Marvelous Marvin speaks 
on writing and performing for children, with a theatrical presen
tation and refreshments to follow. More programs will fo llow from 
February to May. 

For more information or directions to the Sarah Doyle Center, 
call 461-6691. Call to reserve your chair, as space is Hrnited . 
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Calendar: January 18 Through January 25 
18 Jewish Theatre Ensemble presents "Lost in Yonkers" Jan. 18, 20 and 21 at the Jewish Com

munity Center, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence. Thursday curtain time at 7:30 p .m ., Satur
day at 8 p .m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. Call 861-8800, ext. 108 for ticket information. 

19 Borders at Providence Place mall has storytirne every Friday morning from 10 to 11 a.m. 
with Miss Susan. 
Temple Sinai Seniors open meeting at noon at the temple, 30 Hagen Ave.; Cranston. The 
group has a wonderful surprise. Bring a brown bag lunch, desserts and drinks will be pro
vided . Call 461-6124. 

20 "The Wizard of Oz" big screen classic movie at Stadium Theatre, Main Street, Woonsocket, 
at 7 p.m. Free admission with ticket. Call 762-4545. 
Providence Hebrew Day School third annual winter extravaganza with raffles, music, door 
prizes and refreshments. Free admission . Call 331-5327. Starts at 8:15 p.m. 
"New Jewish Cuisine 106 'Winter,"' - recipes include chili, chicken fricassee and broccoli 
Rabi at 4:30 p.m. on Channel 36 WSBE. 
American Ballroom sponsors dance 7:30 to 11:30 p .m. at the Rumford Columbus Club, One 
New Road, East Providence. CompHmentary food and beverage. Continuous dancing of 
all styles throughou t the night. Singles and couples welcome, all ages invited, $9 per per
son. Call 353-4391 for reservations - appreciated, but not necessary. 

21 Zarnir Chorale of Boston performs annual children's concert, Temple Emeth, Brookline, 
Mass. Call toll-free (866) 926-4720 for tickets. 
Annual meeting of the Chased Schei Amess Association takes place at 11 a.m. at Temple 
Am David, 40 Gardiner St., Warwick. Election and installation of officers. Collation follows. 
Conservation Lecture Series - Griffon vultures in Israel at 2 p.m. at the Meller-Danforth 
Education Center at Roger Williams Park Zoo, Elmwood Avenue, Providence. Free with 
zoo admission . Call 785-3510. 
Open House for early childhood program at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Is
land, 401 Elmgrove Ave., Providence, 2 to 4 p.m. Afternoon snack of challah and cheese. 
Call 861-8800. 
Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club Sunday meeting at 2 p.m. Guest speaker will be H. Philip 
West, Jr. 
Judy Kaye speaks at Temple Emanu-El as part of a series of brunch programs. Topic will be 
"Jewish Renewal." Lecture at 10 a.m. Call 331-1616 to register. 
The Kari Tieger Trio performs at Cafe Espressp at 1 p.m. at Borders in Garden City, Cran
ston. Call 944-9160. 

22 Harborhill Place, a retirement community at 159 Division St., East G.reenwich, hosts a free 
exercise program every Monday from 9:15 to 10 a.m. Call 884-2704, ext. 102. 
Eroica Trio in President's Music Series at Rhode Island College at 8 p.m. in the Lila and 
John Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts. Call 45.6-8144 for ticket 
inform a lion. 
AARP 55 Alive Driver Safety Program, Jan . 22 and 29, 2 to 6 p .m. Both days at Cranston 
Senior Services, 1070 Cranston St. Call 461-1000, ext. 4216. Must attend both days. Cours~ 
costs $10. 

23 EPOCH Assisted Living on Blackstone Boulevard, 353 Blackstone Boulevard, Providence, 
hosts a free Tai Chi class from 10 to 11 a.m. Class takes place on third floor.recreation center. 
Call 273-6565. 

24 "It's Okay to be Different! Esta Bien Ser Diferente!" - a children's event exploring diver
sity held at Borders, Garden City, Cranston at 6 p.m. Call 944-9160. 
Arthritis Foundation sponsors dial-a-doctor call-in from 7 to 9 p.m. Callers can ask a doc
tor questions about arthritis by calling (800) 541-8350. 
Singing Club at International House of Rhode Island, 8 Stimson Ave., Providence. Call 
421-7181. Bring your voice and favorite music. 
Lecture: " American Art Really Exists!": Collecting Between the World Wars. A scholar 
explores the evolution of collecting in this period. 6 p.m. Free with museum admission at 
RlSD Museum, 224 Benefit St., Providence. 

25 Sylvia Weber, M.S., R.N ., C.S., holds program about techniques for coping and dealing 
with caregiver stress at the Louis Feins tein Alzheimer's Center at 25 Bray ton Ave., Cran
ston, from 7 to 8:30 p .m. Call 946-9220. Admission free and refreshments served. 
Folks Together perform at Cafe Espresso at Borders, Garden City, Cranston at 7 p.m. Call 
944-9160. 
Providence Public Library hosts second annual Book of Lists party for Providence Business 
News from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Central Library, 225 Washington St. Theme of the party is an 
international festival. 

New Statewide MicroEnterprise 
Training Program Offered 

The Rhode Island MicroEnterprise Association, along with the Central Rhode Island Chamber of 
Commerce, is offering an introductory workshop to Starting Your Own Business and includes Mar
keting Your Products or Services, Financing Your New Business, and Growing Your Business start
ing Jan. 23 from 6 to 8:30 p .m. - "MicroBusiness Training Program." The course of study continues 
Jan. 30, Feb. 6 and Feb. 13. Attendees will receive a certificate upon completion of this four-week 
class. This workshop is free and will take place at the Warwick Public Library, 600 Sandy Lane, 
Warwick. For more information or to register, call 598-2256. · 
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OPINION 
A Little Bit of Yiddishkeit NCCJ Releases Statement 

Regarding Boy Scout Policy on 
Sexual Orientation 

Food For Thought 
by Shaindle bas 
Moshe Blitzstein 

One day, several weeks ago, 
I was sitting in my classroom of 
a local Talmud Torah religious 
school ruscussing dilierent facts 
relevant to the holiday of Cha
nukah. I mentioned the concept 
of lighting the menorah each 
n ight for eight consecutive 
nights beginning on the 25th 
day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev, and the custom of eating 
potato latkes and soufganiyot 
(doughnuts) because th ese 
things are fried in oil. By eating 
such foods and ligh ting the 
menorah, we commemorate the 
miracle of the oil which lasted 
for eight days even though, in 
reality, the oil found in the Holy 
Temple was enough to last only 
for one. 

All of a sudden, one of my 
students exclaimed, "I know 
w hy we give presents - be
cause of Christmas." I sat there 
for a few seconds hoping he 
would elaborate but before he 
did, the boy next to him retorted 
- "Getting presents on Chanu
kah is a North American inven
tion." 

I paused to see where their 
conversation would go. "Long 
ago, Jewish boys and girls never 
got presents. They were given 
money and candy and nuts. In 
America, when they saw the 
'other' children getting presents, 
so they shouldn't feel bad, they 
also got presents." 

"That's what I meant," 
shouted the first boy. "We get 
presents to be like the people 
who celebrate Christmas. So, 
you see, we give and get pre
sents because of Christmas." I 
sat there silently as his simple 
yet striking words reverberated 
in my head - "We get presents 
to be like the people who cel
ebrate Christmas." Judaism is 
probably one of the only reli
gions, if not the only religion, 
which has survived more than 
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5,000 years of wandering and 
various attempts at annihila
tion. It would seem that what 
the Germans and Greeks at
tempted to do, we have success
fully time and again done to 
ourselves. When other nations 
oppressed us for being obser
vant and demanded that we 
abandon our religious ways, we 
protested to the point of surren
dering our very lives. We would 
fight until the bitter end. Noth
ing was too much to declare our 
faith and unity in the one G-d. 
Yet here in America, "the 
Golden Meruna," we pick and 
choose the precepts that tickle 
our fancies. We add to what was 
divinely ordained and ruscard 
that which seems displeasing 
despite the Torah precept of 
"not adding or subtracting from 
them," (Deuteronomy 4:2). In 
essence, we have become unrec
ognizable as Jews. 

Despite what we've done 
to ourselves and our nation, 
G-d is constantly perform

ing miracles for us. For 
the longest time, we have 
been on the receiving end. 

Isn't it time we ask 
ourselves what we 

should be doing for Him? 

It has been said that the an
gel sent with Moses to split the 
Red Sea tarried and did not 
complete his mission right 
away. G-d was wroth with him 
and excla imed, "Why do you 
not split the sea as I have bade 
you? The Bnei Yisrael (Sons of 
Israel) must pass through dry 
land." 

"Master of the Universe," 
cried the angel, "I do not see the 
nation called Israel. There is a 
man holrung his staff above the 
water, but the people with him 
are yelling at him and fighting 

Candlelighting 
January 19, 2001 

4:26 p.m. 

Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

and arguing with one another. 
Surely this cannot be the nation 
for which you perform 
miracles!" Yet, this nation was 
and is the very same nation for 
which G-d performs miracles 
on a daily basis. Despite what 
we've done to ourselves and 
our nation, G-d is constantly 
performing miracles for us. For 
the longest time, we have been 
on the receiving end. Isn' t it 
time we ask ourselves what we 
should be doing for Him? How 
can we fulfill our obligation to 
differentiate ourselves as Jews? 
What are our needs as Jews? 
Our need is to understand the 
innermost core of G-d's com
mandments on at least as many 
levels as is known to man. How 
can this be accomplished? By 
continuous, daily study of the 
Torah with an acceptable leader 
well versed in Torah scholar
ship. Not ones who speak extra
neously off the tops of their 
heads. Where can this informa
tioo be found? Like most things 
that a:e precious, you have to 
seek them out. True Torah schol
arship study groups need to be 
formed. While you're looking, 
a suggestion is to begin rearung 
The Torah Anthology , translated 
by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 
(Moznaim Publishing Corpora
tion). A copy can be obtained 
from Rhoda's J udaica, here in 
Providence, or from the Israeli 
Bookstore in Boston, Mass. Be
gin reading the second chapter 
of the Book of Genesis, Lech 
L'cha . Another book by the 
same translator in Torah Anthol
ogy, Pirkei Avot. There is an or
ganization, located at 9 Prescott 
St. in Boston, called The New 
England Hebrew Yeshiva Acad
emy which publishes a weekly 
paper about the Torah portion 
for that week. The only cost in
volved is the postage to have it 
mailed to you and a suggested 
donation. They can be reached 
at (617) 731-5330. 

Please address any comments or 
questions to Mrs. Blitzstein clo the 
Jewish Herald. 

T_he Rhode Island and Southeastern New England region of The 
National Conference for Community and Justice s·upports the de
cision of the national Reform Jewish Synagogues to cut ties with 
the Boy Scouts. We do so with a heavy heart since we recognize 
that this disaffiliation will have an impact upon young people. 
But without pressure from local and national organizations, The 
Boy Scouts will not change the policy which we believe harms 
young people even more. 

On the local level, we see the new position being articulated by 
the Narragansett Council as a move in the right rurection. We en
courage the Narragansett Council, and indeed, all other local coun
cils to go further still and rusagree publicly with the national Scout 
policy even if they must abide within it. When enough calls for 
change come from inside and outside Scouting we may see a move 
to a more reasonable stance, one which is taken by most youth serv
ing organizations. That is, to focus on behavior not on orientation. 
Inappropriate sexual behavior of any kind by any inruvidual, gay 
or straight, is and should be grounds for rusmissal from any youth 
serving organization. Orientation is not the issue and Scouting will 
continue to feel pressure until they change their policy of exclusion. 

An Open Letter to the 
Readers of the Jewish Herald 

• by Jon Rubin, Assistant Editor 
The rustance that separates us from raging conflicts over in Is

rael can be bewildering to American Jews in the Diaspora -How 
cah we feel what is really happening in a country more than 5,000 
miles away? Must we rely on watered-down 6 o'clock news broad
casts or only-too-brief snippets in the Providence Journal or New 
York Times? Of course not. 

In terms of getting your share of accurate Israel information, 
seek and ye shall find. Members of your temple are a vast untapped 
resource for Israel news, and they will most likely have friends 
and family in Israel who give them regular updates on what's hap
pening there. There are Jewish organizations in Rhode Island that 
have direct lines to those in the Israeli government - you just 
need to ask around. 

And if you have access to the Internet (and if you don' t, I'm sure 
a friend will let you), just a little search engine snooping can reveal 
dozens of opinions and points of view that you hadn't even consid
ered. I prefer the no-nonsense <www.google.com> for my searches. 
Type in any key terms you want clarification on, from "Likud party" 
to "Oslo agreement'' to "Joseph's tomb" to "Israeli / Palestinian news 
bias." You can't go wrong as long as you don't quit trying. Try typ

.ing in famous intellectuals, political analysts or Jewish authors and 
cross-referencing them with the word "Israel." 

If you are starting from scratch, you need to be pati~nt. The 
conflict rages on many levels, from social to economic to religious 
to the historical, and it is possible to get overwhelmed by the sheer 
volume of it a.LI. But don't be discouraged - every second you 
spend searching and asking questions puts you a smidgen ahead 
of where you were before. Make it your point to read the pieces of 
Israel news that drift under your nose - you will need to read 
some of the same facts a few times before they settle in fulJy. 

The point is, Israel isn' t going to come to you - you have to 
take a step towards it. Get educated, and educate others. 

The One-Drop Rule 
It was a belief in the times of 

slavery in the United States that 
a person could not be consid
ered "white" if he had "one 
drop of Negro blood" in 
him. How they thought 
they could detect, in those 
scientifically unsophisti
cated times, that one drop 
of blood is a conundrum. 
And a testament to big
otry. 

In the same way, even 
the most assimilated Jews 
did not escape detection 
under the Nazi microscope, 
which wanted to rid the world 
entirely of Jewish blood, Jewish 
religion, Jewish influence. The 
irony is that, if they had suc
ceeded in identifying and exter
minating every last one of us, 
they would not have accom
plished their aim. Jewish belief 
is in the warp and woof of ev
ery nation, every society on 
earth. It cannot be extracted. 

But what does make one a 
Jew? You can fail to practice Ju
daism, but can you lose your 
"Jewishness," like losing an ac
cent, if you immerse yourself in 
the common cul ture? 

Last week's portion, Vayechi, 
tells ofJacob' s last days. He calls 
Joseph to him, and asks to see 
the two sons ofJoseph, Ephraim 
and Manasseh, who were born 

are inrufferent to it, or actively 
reject the Jewish nature that is 
their heritage? 

in Egypt, raised in Egypt, heir .I 
It's a peculiar stubbornness 

of our teachings not to rec
ognize these attitudes. 
And it comes out of the 
belief that there is some
.thing particular about a 
"Jewish soul," an actual 
part of G-d. Every human 
on earth has a soul. It's just 
that a Jewish soul is a par
ticular type, like an oak is 

Torah Today 
to the glory and riches that Jo
seph had attained under Pha
raoh. Jacob confers upon them 
the blessing that has been his, 
and his father's, and his 
grandfather's: that they should 
be "a great nation." To this day, 
these brothers represent the te
nacity of the Jewish soul. It is a 
traditional Shabbat blessing to 
ask that G-d make one's chil
dren "as Ephraim and Man
asseh ." They rud not trade their 
Jewishness for the most exalted 
of positions, the most comfort
able of lives in Egypt. 

But, you argue, theirs was a 
distinct choice to retain and ex
press their Judaism. What of the 
people among us who ignore it, 

dilierent from a maple. And that 
soul is always trying to express 
itself, no matter what the atti
tude of the owner. 

How do we deal with this? 
Well, for those of us who do ex
press our Judaism deliberately, 
here's one way: help others 
reach the "one drop" of 
Jewishness inside them. The 
very first mitzvah in Torah is 
"be fruitful and multiply." By 
bringing out the Jewish soul in 
others, you multiply the posi
tive effect we have on the world. 

Submitted by Rabbi Yossi 
Laufer of CHAI Ce11ter of C/1abad 
of West Bay, Warwick. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Children Learn About Jewish Funeral Customs 

by Luke O'Neill 
Herald Editor 

A few dozen children from 
Temple Emanu-EI in Provi
dence and Tifereth Israel Con
gregation in New Bedford, 
Mass., visited Sugarman-Sinai 
Memorial Chapel last week on 
the East Side to learn about 
death, dying and Jewish funeral 
customs. Many of the students, 
mostly seventh-graders, are 
about to make their b'nai 
mitzvoth. 

The speaker for the evening, 
Ken Lassman from Stanetsky 
Memorial Chapel in Brookline, 
Mass., has been giving similar 
talks to children and their par
ents about death and Jewish fu
neral practices for some 30 
years. Lassman would occa
sionally quiz his young listen
ers, but eventually the majority 
of questions came from his very 
inquisitive audience of children 
and parents. 

The common, overriding 
theme in a ll funerals, said 
Lassman, is the respect, support 
and consolation shown towards 
the deceased and family mem
bers involved . With Psalm 23 
serving as a backdrop on the 
waU behind him, Lassman later 
cited the popular psalm and its 
powerful theme of consolation. 

Lassman presented a hand
written chart on an easel which 
outlined Jewish funeral prac
tices step by step. Starting on 
the s ide of the deceased, 
Lassman discussed the role of 
the shomer ("guard") who acts 
as a watch-person over the de
ceased unti l the family arrives 
at the funeral home. The shomer 
spells the Hebrew name of the 
deceas~d out loud, repeating 
the sequence of letters the same 
number of times as the age of 
the person. 

Next, Lassman described 
tahara, the second practice con-

ceming the deceased for a Jew
ish funeral. Tahara, being the 
sacred and private ritual puri
fication of the body, can only be 
performed by the Chaver 
Kadisha, a holy society. The 
body is washed in a particular 
way, with the Chaver Kadisha 
washing the whole right side 
first, top to bottom, then the left 
side top to bottom and then the 
back. The body is held tightly 
to the washers, symboli zing 
that "we' re holding on to you 
without letting you go," said 
Lassman. The shomer is not 
usuall y with the Chaver 
Kadisha at the time of the wash
ing and does not have to watch 
the body. 

Tachrichim, the third proce
dure, is the traditional burial 
garment or shroud that comes 
neatly wrapped with no blem
ishes, is aU white and uses 16 
yards of material . There are also 
no pockets in the garments be
cause, as Lassman stated, "Ju
daism says that whether you' re 
rich or whether you' re poor, 
everybody is equal in the eyes 
ofG-d." 

jewelry or money are also 
never buried with the deceased 
in a Jewish funeral. 

Parts of the tachrichim in
clude a head covering, pants 
that have sea led bottoms, a 
" pull-over" shirt ca lled the 
k' notet and a longer shirt called 
the kittel. Both shirts are tied in 
the front. Lassmai;t pointed out 
that these white robe-like gar
ments are similar to ones worn 
by rabbis at High Holiday ser
vices. The same people w ho 
wash the body, the Chaver 
Kadisha, also dress the body. 

Next, the burial takes place, 
after the proper serv ices at a 
funeral home. Lassman ex
plained that at the burial, when 
the casket is in the grouna, the 
first few shovels-full have the 

• sports • enthusiasm • creative expression • 
nature • wonder • cultural programs • tradition • 

teamwork • friendships • challenges 
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shovels inverted - a custom 
that shows that those living are 
not in a rush to bury the de
parted. Lassman said this prac
tice of difficult shoveling is also 
symbolic of the difficulty to say 
good-bye to a loved one. 

Lastly is the meal of consola
tion. 

Moving on to the rituals and 
customs of the mourners, 
Lassman first re-emphasized 
the support and consolation 
shown toward the family in
volved in a Jewish funeral be
fore and after the week of the 
death. The first custom, some
thing that Lassman pointed out 
can only be found in Judaism 
and is very significant to him, is 
the kriah, which includes the 
combination of a short prayer 
and ribbon. The kriah involves 
rending clothing to vent anger, 
and shows a sign to the commu
nity of the death and ordeal one 
is experi encing. Most Jewish 
people now will tear the ribpon 
or pin in lieu of clothing. Pins 
are only worn by the close fam
ily mourners. The ribbon is 
worn for 30 days, but of course 
there are no signs of mourning 
on Shabbat. 

The next custom concerning 
mourners, said Lassman, is the 
kaddish, a prayer that has noth
ing to do with dea th, but in the 
magnification of G-d's name. 

Shiva, the nex t ritual for 
mourners, was described by 
Lassman as "an incredible pro
cess" for mourners as people 
visit the house of those grieving 
for seven days after the funeral . 
During shiva, a candle a lso 
bums for seven days where the 
flame represents the soul of the 
deceased. 

Sheloshim follows shi va and 
ends the 30th day after the fu
neral. Yarzeit, the final ritual, is 
the anniversary of the death and 
includes the burning of a spe
cial candle. 

After Lassman' s talk, which 
was filled with extensive ques
tions from children and parents 
alike, the group made its way 
upsta irs to the casket room 
which had 22 caskets. Caskets 
made for Jewish funerals are 
completely made of wood with 
absolutely no metal parts such 
as bolts, screws or even hinges. 

The purpose of all-wood cas
kets, said Lassman, is for every-

~ra ff they rnmfort me. 

tab\c bcfort' me In 1H 

thing to decay and disintegrate 
completely, under the thinking 
of "dust to dust." Plus, metal is 
a symbol of war, and since Shab
bat is a time of peace, added 
Lassman, that is why the metal 
part of the knife is slid back into 
the cha llah and hidden from 
view after the bread is cut. 

Lassman called the selection 
of a casket "a very personal fam
ily decision." Caskets, which can 
weigh a couple hundred 
pounds, have geographical dif
ferences when it comes to the top 
portion. The top half is usuaUy 
half opened in the Eastern 
United States during a funeral, 
whereas in the Midwest it could 
be aU open, Lassman said. 

In Israel, caskets are not used 
in Jewish practices, said Lass-

"('\C11Cl' of nilnl' cncmin: 

man, but the body is wrapped 
in the tachrichim and buried 
after proper services. 

Although death is discern
ibly a difficult subject matter 
that parents may not discuss 
with their children, Lassman 
said, it is still part of the overall 
life cycle. 

To learn more about Jewish fu
neral practices and customs, see 
this week's installation of" Ask The 
Director," an occasional feature 
column in the Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald by Michael D. Smith, F.D./ 
R.E. of Shalom Memorial Chapel 
in Cranston. This week, Smith fea
tures children's frequently asked 
questions pertaining to death and 
funerals . See page 18 for more in
formation. 

Listening For Signs of Love 
OU Plays Matchmaker for Jewish Deaf Singles 

Many Jewish singles, frus
trated with the process of going 
out on blind dates, scouring the 
personal ads and frequenting 
the usual "scenes" - only to 
meet people with whom they 
cannot communicate, have 
nothing in common, or just 
don't like - often lament that 
they will never find their true 
bashert (perfect match). But for 
Jewish deaf singles, especially 
those who live in communities 
or countries where there are few 
Jewish people, it's even harder 
to find someone who speaks 
their language - literally. 

To combat this loneliness, the 
Orthodox Union's Jewish Deaf 
Singles Registry program for the 
Jewish deafand hard of hearing 
will host its a nnua l winter 

singles event on Feb. 18, from 
noon to 5 p.m. at 8027 Castor 
Ave. in Philadelphia. The event, 
including lunch and entertain
ment, provides an opportunity 
for singles to meet and aUows 
people who haven' t yet been 
involved with the JDSR to see 
that there really are other Jew
ish deaf singles out there. 

The JDSR links Jewish deaf 
around the world and provides 
a "community" for them to 
meet and get to know one an
other through an anonymous 
database. Membership in the 
registry is open to the never 
married, divorced and wid
owed - all year long. 

Now an arn,ual mid-Febru
ary tradition, the JDSR singles 
event continues to draw men 

and women not only from com
munities in the New York met
ropolitan a,ea but also from 
lands as far away as Australia, 
Israel and France. "People fly in 
for our events simply because 
there's nothing else," said 
Samuel Landau who, along 
with his wife Rachelle, coordi
nates the JDSR and all the 
singles events (both the 
Landaus are deaf). For $10 a 
year, subscribers to the registry 
-who must be at least 18 years 
old and who must be Jewish 
according to Jewish law - re
ceive an anonymous ID nw11ber 
and can prepare a brief descrip
tion of their background, hob
bies, level of relig ious obser
vance, appearance, qualities 

(Continued on Page 15} 



Local Rabbi Sends 
Out Urgent Call for 

Israel Support 
We are all aware of the violent and volatile situation in 

the Middle East at this moment. However, many of us may 
not know that the tense political crisis has devastated Israel's 
economy by making it too dangerous for many Israeli work
ers to drive to work. This damage is further compounded 
because the recent outbreaks have leveled the tourist indus
try. As a result, many Israelis are jobless and in dire need of 
-economic support. 

Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer of the Chabad House in Provi
dence, along with a coalition of more than 300 rabbis in Is
rael and other countries, is asking the Jews of Rhode Island 
for letters of supp?rt for Israel, sent to the following persons: 

Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
3 Kaplan St. 
Kiraya Ben-Gurion 
Jerusalem, Israel, 091919 
email: ebarak@parliament.gov.il 

President-Elect George W. Bush or President Bill Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20500 
email: president@whitehouse.gov 

They also recommend contacting local Jewish organiza
tions in order to pledge financial support for Israeli fami
lies in need. "Israelis are afraid to go outside to shop, afraid 
to go to the malls ... " Rabbi Laufer said. "This is a major 
change in [their] lifestyle. It's a very serious situation." 

To Save a Life -
It Could Be Yours 

The public is invited to see an award-winning video "To Save A 
Life" and hear a panel discussion on "Domestic Violence In The 
Jewish Home." This program is sponsored by the National Coun
cil of Jewish Women, R.I. section. 

On Jan. 31 at 12:15 p.m., at Temple Beth-El, 70 Orchard St., Provi
dence, the video will be shown and a panel of three, Rabbi Wayne 
Franklin of Temple Emanu-El, Deborah DeBare, executive direc
tor of the R.I. Coalition Against Domestic Violence; and Erin 
Gisherman Minior, director of professional services for Jewish 
Family Service will host the discussion and answer questions from 
the audience. 

Domestic violence occurs in 28 percent or more of all marriages. 
All races and nationalities are affected. We invite the public to bring 
a brown bag lunch and join the discussion. Coffee and desserts 
will be served. 

Members of the following groups are supportive of this pre
sentation: The Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family Service, 
The Women's Alliance, Temple Emanu-El, Temple Beth-El, Temple 
Habonim, Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, Temple Sinai, Temple 
Beth Shalom, and the Alperin-Schechter Day School. Do come, it 
will be worth your while. 

Joshua Devin Resnick 
A son, Joshua Devin, was born to Samuel 

and Lynn Resnick of Woodstock Valley, 
Conn., on March 22, 2000. He was welcomed 
home by his brother, Cody William. 

Maternal grandparents are Lionel and 
Alice Ricard of Storrs, Conn. 

Paternal grandparents are Albert and 
Corinne Resnick of Warwick, R.I. Paternal 

great-grandmother is Gertrude Newman of Providence, R. I. 

Pamela Scheininger 
Weds Joseph Spraragen 

Pamela Brett Scheininger and Joseph Martin Spraragen were 
married Aug. 20, 2000, in Toronto, Canada. The bride is the 
daughter of Les and Judy Scheininger of Toronto, Canada, and 
the bridegroom is the son of Dr. Sanford C. and Barbara L. 
Spraragen of East Greenwich, R.I. 

The bride graduated from the University of Toronto and re
ceived her law degree from Columbia University. She is an at
torney in the Ju venile Rights Division of Legal Aid in Manhat
tan. 

The bridegroom graduated from East Greenwich High 
School and Brandeis University. He received his law degree 
from New York Law School. He is an associate at Barnes, 
Richardson & Colburn in New York, where he specializes in 
customs and international trade law. 

The couple currently resides in Manhattan. 
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Temple Emanu-EI Leisure 

Club Will Hold Meeting 
The Sunday meeting of the 

Temple Emanu-El Leisure Oub 
will be held Jan. 21 at 2 p.m. Our 
guest speaker will be H. Philip 
West, Jr., executive director of 
Common Cause of Rhode Island. 
His subject will be "Common 
Cause," and why we need it. 

Since 1988 Phil West has 
served as executive director of 
Common Cause of Rhode Is
land. Common Cause is a non
partisan, non-profit citizens 
lobby that works toward more 
open, honest, accountable gov
ernment in Washington, D.C., 
and in state capitals across the 
country. West led the Rhode Is
land affiliate in filing an ethics 
complaint against Rhode 
Island's sitting Gov. Edward D. 
DiPrete. That action resulted in 
Ethics Commission findings of 
violation and a record fine of 
$30,000 in 1991. Seven years 
later, DiPrete pied guilty to re
lated crimina l charges and 
served 11 months in prison. 

In the wake of a statewide 
credit union scandal that began 
in 1991, West helped to organize 
one of the broadest reform coa
litions in Rhode Island history, 
Right NOW! He served as vice 
chairperson and primary lobby
ist in a successful Right NOW! 
drive that won landmark re
forms in ethics and the financ
ing of campaigns, as well as 

four-year terms for statewide 
officers. 

Two years later, Right NOW! 
pushed successfully for merit 
selection of all Rhode Island 
judges and modernization of 
the Rhode Island General As
sembly. In 1996, West helped 
organize and was elected vice 
president of ACCESS / RI, a coa
lition that seeks to end official 
secrecy in state government. 

In the spring of 2000, West 
served as a panelist for the na
tional conferences of two na
tional organizations: the Ameri
can Judicature Society, com
prised of judges and lawyers 
committed to merit selection of 
judges, and the National Free
dom of Information Coalition, 
which includes professional 
journalists and media execu
tives from across the country. 

He recently completed four 
years service as president of 

Greater Elmwood Neighbor
hood Services, a non-profit 
community agency that con
ducted a $3.2 million national 
demonstration project with the 
Centers for Disease Prevention 
and Control to reduce the harm 
done by lead paint to children 
whose families live in old 
houses. He is a founder and 
served until recently as secre
tary in a national Main Street 
redevelopment project on Broad 
Street in Providence. 

His wife of 35 years, Rev. 
Anne Grant, is pastor of the his
toric Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Providence. They 
have two grown sons. 

He graduated from Ham
ilton College in Clinton, N.Y., 
received his master 's degree 
from Union Theological Semi
nary in New York City, and has 
done graduate research in En
gland at Cambridge University. 

Looking For An Exotic 
Getaway This January? 

--...(}' The Friendship Lodge of the Touro Fraternal Asso-
- , ' ~ ciation has your Exotic Island Express. Come to the 
- _/ Islander, 2318 West Shore Road, Warwick, on Jan. 31 
/ I l , at 6:30 p.m. Harmony Lodge welcome! Just $6 or six 

bagel bucks. 
R.S.V.P. by Jan. 24 to Touro Fraternal Association, P.O. Box 3562, 

Cranston, R.I. 02910. 

The 3rd Annual 
Winter Extravaganza 

to benefit the Providence Hebrew Day School 

66 Awesome Prize Packages! 

S~Nu;Jd 
,~20,2001 

ai8:l5pm, 

Free Admission • Free Musical 
Entertainment • Free Refreshments 
Free Door Prizes to First 100 Guests 

Please call for an auction booklet 
and to find out how you can get a 

FREE $5 auction ticket 
All proceeds benefit the 

PHDS Scholarship Fund 

P~o#elnem. 
~<U/'gc:Jwoj, 

450 Elrngrove Avenue in Providence 
(401) 331-5327 . 

• Southwest 
Airlines Tickets 

• Vacation 
Packages 

• Treadmill 
• $250 Syms 

shopping spree 
• Personal 

computer 
• CD/stereo 

systems 
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What Makes Chicken Soup For The Jewish Teen-Age Soul? 

Conservative Teens Speak up in New [TS Survey 
the Institute for Jewish Policy 
Research in London, and Ariela 
Keysar, research associate of the 
North American Jewish Data 
Bank, sought to track the reli
gious, social and cultural atti
tudes and behavior of nearly 
1,500 adolescents four years af
ter they celebrated their bnai 
rni tzvah. 

teens. Remarkably, nearly 1,300 
youth or 89 percent of the origi
nal group, responded to the re
cent sampling, which was con
ducted by telephone in 1999. 

Said Wertheimer, "At a time 
when the American Jewish com
munity is concerned about its 
continui ty, it is critical to exam
ine what will keep the next gen
eration of American Jews con
nected. The high school years, 
in particular, were thought to 
have been a time when young 
people dropped out of Jewish 
life, many never to return. This 
study provides us with an ex-

volunteer work, giving time pri
marily to social action and cul
tural causes, both Jewish and 
secular, within their communi
ties 

• More than 85 percent say 
they wou ld somed ay like to 
marry within the faith 

• More than 90 percent at
tend synagogue on the High 
Holy Days 

• 75 percent have some con
nection with organized Jewish 
activities 

• More than 50 percent have 
had an Israel experience 

• Nearly a third have mul-

fectiveness; a need to strengthen 
pre-bar /bat rnitzvah education; 
additional research into teens' 
expressed desire for greater re
ligious observance and feelings 
of responsibility for fellow Jews 
in need; the decline in Jewish 
camping during the teen years; 
and how to capitalize on posi
ti ve at titud es toward en
dogamy. 

When a bar or bat mitzvah is 
a positive educational and reli
gious experience, a youngster is 
more likely to remain Jewishly 
involved. The more opportuni
ties there are for teen-agers to 
become engaged in Jewish life, 
the better. Youngsters whose 
parents are Jewish role models 
are more likely to participate in 
Jewish activities. Religious and 
social patterns established early 
in their lives tend to continue 
through adolescence. Belief in 
G-d, ongoing Jewish education, 
Jewish peer influences, pride in 
Jewish heritage, a strong con
nection to Israel and a desire to 
increase personal religious prac
tice are all factors that contrib
ute to the formation and conti
nu ity of Jewish identity in 
young people. 

Thirteen- or 14-years-old 
when they were first inter
viewed as part of a wide-rang
ing )TS-sponsored study of 
North American Conservative 
Jewry in . 1995, the bar / bat 
mitzvah class of 5755 (1994-
1995) was completing its junior 
or senior year of high school 
when it was again contacted for 
this pioneering follow-up sur
vey. Further study of the Jew
ish allegiances and beliefs of this 
same group is planned in an
other four years, once they have 
h ad th e opportunity to li ve 
away from home, independent 
of parental influence and expec
tations. 

[of those surveyed] 94 percent cited a good 
Jewish education as an important 

component of Jewish identity. 

Focusing on the policy im
plications, JTS chancellor Ismar 
Schorsch commented, "Clearly, 
a clarion call has been issued to 
make primary Jewish educa
tion as effective as it can possi
bly be, laying the foundation 
for continued engagement dur
ing the years of adolescence. 
And, perhaps equally critical, 
there needs to be a vigorous re
cru itment of teen-agers i[\to 
both the formal and informal 
channels of Jewish life, coupled 
with an honest assessmen t of 
the programmatic e leme nts 
that now exist and a commit
ment to create new programs 
to attract teens in even greater 
numbers. The Jewish commu
ni ty cannot afford to squander 
the opportunity to reach out to 
its young people, espec ially 
those who have signa led their 
wi llingi:,ess to remain active 
participants." 

Teens educated by the Con
servative movement have an es
tablished "brand loyalty." Fif
teen years after Jewish Theologi
cal Seminary ordained its first 
woman rabbi, a gender-blind, 
egalitarian generation is emerg
ing among Conservative Jewry. 

These are among the most 
striking conclusions of a newly 
published study, 'Four-Up' -
The High School Years 1995-1999, 
the much anticipated second 
phase of the first longitudinal 
study of its kind, directed ·by 
Jack Wertheimer, provost of the 
)TS. Funded by a grant from the 
AV! CHAI Foundation, re
spected social scientists Barry 
Kosmin, executive director of 

A goal of the project, noted 
Wertheimer, is to ascertain the 
degree to which the students' 
involvement in Jewish life has 
remained consistent over time, 
and whether their earlier expe
riences and outlooks may be 
used to predict their later com
mitments to Judaism. Moreover, 
the study was designed to 
gauge the effectiveness of a va
riety of Jewish experiences in 
maintaining levels of Jewish 
identity and practice among 

cellen t tool for demonstrating 
that the years fo llowing bar / bat 
mitzvah need not be a 'black 
hole' with regard to Jewish in
volvement; by shedding light 
on the significant impact of both 
formal and informal Jewish pro
gramming, it proves that with 
the right approach, teens not 
only maintain their Jewish prac
tice and participation, but may 
well enhance them." 

Included in the findings that 
support the conclusions are: 

• 94 percent cited a good Jew
ish education as an important 
component of Jewish identi ty 

• 85 percent support the Jew
ish value of tzedakah through 

Attention Readers 

~ ~~ 
2001 ISSUE 

WE WANT YOUR 
WEDDING PHOTOS 

THE R.I. JEWISH HERALD IS PUTTING 

TOGETHER ITS SPECIAL BRIDAL ISSUE SET FOR FEB . 15. 

The Herald would like your help and participation by sending in 
old and new wedding pictures of friends, family members and espe
cially yourself! Send in your pictures with the proper identifications 
and brief explanations of the wedding story. Old wedding photos ac
companied with long-time anniversary pictures are especially welcome. 
The deadline for submissions is February 1. · 

Send your submissions to the Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
P.O, Box 6063, Providence, R.L 02940 

Phone (401) 724-0200 or fax (401) 726-5820. 

Please indicate if you would like your pictures returned. Also in
clude proper contact names, addresses and phone numbers if we have 
any questions. 

Thank you. 

tipl e Jewish in vo lvements, 
ranging from summer camp to 
Jewish day school 

The study highlights several 
areas for Jewish educators, rab
bis, lay leaders and parents to 
ponder in the years ahead: teen 
recruitment and expansion of 
programs geared to them; cur
ricular and other improvements 
in supplemental high schools to 
maximize their appeal and ef-

lsralight Offers 
Young Adults The 
Ultimate Vacation 

Isralight, an international pro
gram of Jewish enrichment, has 
announced two program dates 
for their Spiritual Retreat 2001: 
Feb. 13 to 18 and Feb. 20 to 25. 
Led by noted au thor Rabbi 
David Aaron and Rabbi Binny 
Freedman, Isralight's Spiritual 
Retreat 2001 is a complete Jew
ish experience - body, mind 
and soul, where Jewish students, 
young adults and professionals 
can bask in the sun in Orlando, 
Fla ., while learning about the 
light of Jerusalem's spirituality. 

Each weekend wi ll fea ture 
special guest lecturers, profes
sional entertainers, physical fit
ness trainers, gourmet meals, 
and remarkable people from all 
over the globe for a getaway 
that will rejuvenate participants 
in a ho lis tic way: physically, 
spiritually, socially and intellec
tuall y. The retreat offers the 
opportuntiy to make n ew 
friends, and maybe the chance 
to fine one's soul mate. But most 
importantly, the program prom
ises to help each participant 
meet someone really special ... 
his or her own self! 

Rabbi Aaron, director of the 
Isralight Institute in Jerusalem, 
will navigate the exploration of 
the anci ent transformational 
wisd om of the Bible and 
Kabbalah, showing how this 
profound knowledge in/uses 
everyday li ving w ith new 
meaning and happiness, and 
guides us in the process of self
d iscovery. He will offer insights 
to discovering the secrets of cre
ating loving and lasting rela
tionships, relaxing with Jewish 
meditation and encountering 
the power of prayer. Rabbi 

Aaron, spiritual mentor to Kirk 
Douglass, Richard Dreyfus, 
Goldie Hawn and others, is au
thor of Endless Light: The Ancient 
Path of the Kabba/ah to Love, Spiri
tual Growth and Personal Power, 
and the newly released Seeing 
G-d: Ten Life Changing Lessons of 
the Kabba/ah. 

"Spiritual Retreat 2001 will 
not only nourish you r soul, it 
wi ll also fortify yo ur bod y. 
You' ll enjoy the the healthy cui
sine and have plenty of time for 
recreation - canoeing, basket
ball, yoga, volleyball, swim
ming, nature walks, or just un
winding with a book on a rock
ing chair. And when the sun fi
nally sets on all of these activi
ties, you can join your friends 
around a campfire and listen to 
master story teller Rav Binny 
Freedman," sai d Isra li ght 
staffer Mitch Bertman. Last 
yea r 's program attracted 
people from all over the world. 
Said Ali Himmel, " It was like 
going back to summer camp. 
Games, songs, campfires, new 
friends, and the added bonus of 
a meaningful, spiritual and up
lifting Jewish experience." 

The program takes place on 
a breathtaking lakefront retreat 
site nestled in the lush fa rm
lands of Central Florida, just 
minutes from Disney World. 
The cost is $350, all-inclusive 
except transportation, and a 
limited number of scholarships 
are available. For more informa
tion, contact Isralight at (561) 
447-0592 or (877) 544-4835, or 
via e-mai l at <isralight@isra 
light.org>. In.formation can also 
be accessed on the Web at 
<www. isralight.org>. 
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Local Students Honored as Feinstein Scholars 

The Public Education Fund, 
a priva te non-profit organiza
tion dedi ca ted to improving 
teaching and learning and help
ing students in need, announces 
35 new Feins tein Scholars. Of 
that number, three are local w in
ners: 

Alex Koyfman, Providence, 
Classical High School; David 
Greenberg, Providence, Metro
politan Reg ional Ca reer and 
Technical Center ; and Jam es 
Ross, N ewport, Rogers High 
School. 

If the s tudent, a senior in 
high school, attends a college or 
urtiversity in Rhode Island, the 
student will receive a scholar
ship for $8,000 to commend the 
Scholars' dedicati on to public 
service, and for personally try
ing to make a difference in the 
world . All students will receive 
$2,000 u pon graduation. Thirty
fi ve graduating high school se
rtiors are recogrtized from the 
Class of 2001. 

Alan Shawn Feinste in, the 
Cranston philanthropis t w ho 
established the Louis Feinstein 
Scholarship Fund at the Public 
Educa tion Fund, s tated, 'Tm 
very proud of all our new schol
ars. Every one of them has the 
potential to make a real dilier
ence in the world." According 
to Margaretta L. Edwards, ex
ecutive director of the Public 
Education Fund, "This is our 
eighth class of Feinstein Schol
ars, bringing the total to 318. 
Each student has demonstrated 
a commitment to solving prob
lems in his or her commurti ty." 

The application for the Class 
of 2002 will be available to jun
iors in Rhode Island schools in 
January 2000. It will be due to 
the Public Education Fund on 
June 30. All Rhode Island heads 
of schools, princi pals and guid
ance counselors w ill receive a 
supply. Persons w ishing an ap
plication directly from the Pub
lic Education Fund should mail 
a stamped, self-addressed enve
lope or download from the Pub
lic Educa tion Fund Web si te 
<www.publiceduca tionfund . 
org\scholarships>. Commurtity 
agencies w ill receive a nomina
tion form along with applica
tions so that they can nominate 
a perspective candidate. 

The Public Education Fund's 
mission is to be a leading advo
cate for students in need and to 
stimulate collaborative change 
in education. The five major ar
_eas of the Fund include Getting 
to College, Business Engage
ment, Farrtily Engagement, Stu
dent Achievement and Heal thy 
Schools. 

The following essays by the 
three local students have been 
submitted as part of the schol
arship application : 

by Alex Koyfman 

Community service a ffects 
the lives of certain individuals 
as well as the entire commurti ty. 
I became interested in volun
teering around the beginning of 
ninth grade. That is when I de
ci ded to pick up a book listing 
all the places which accept stu
dents as vol unteers. At first, I 
was in terested in perfo rming 
community service at a hospi
tal or a science laboratory. These 
two places strongly appealed to 

me because I w anted to further 
my science studies in a hands
on type of environment. Well, I 
was rejected a t a biological en
gineering lab because they were 
looking for college s tudents. 
Also, I realized that most hos
pitals were not within a reason
able walking distance. So then I 
d ecided to look around m y 
commurtity. That is when I dis
co vered the Be th an y H o me, 
which is a facili ty for the elderly. 

Alex Koyfman 

I began volunteering at the 
Bethany Home towards the sec
ond half of rtinth grade. I vis
ited several residents through
out my first month there, but I 
especially enjoyed the company 
of an ex-pro fessor a t Brown 
Urtiversity, Dr. Albert Salvan. I 
found that I had a lot in com
mon with him, like a love for 
reading and an alyzing litera
ture. Also we enjoy sitting out
s ide, cha tting, and d issecting 
the unpredictable environmen t. 
So after three years, we have 
developed a coherent friend
ship and treat each other wi th a 
great deal of respect. He is truly 
an intelligent and amazing in
dividual. Right now, he is in his 
early 90s and continues to read 
and analyze books in a sophis
ti ca ted manner. He has a lso 
sparked a love for art in me. I 
have began to learn about fa
mous ar tists like Vincent Van 
Gogh, Paul Cezanne, and Eu
gene Delacroix. He has inspired 
me to pursue whatever I enjoy 
in life. Most importantly, he has 
proven that it is never too late 
to enjoy the finer things in life. 
As Gen. MacArthur once com
mented: "I am as old as m y de
s pair and as young as m y 
hope." 

"Don' t let school get in the 
way of your education," said 
the realist writer Mark Twain. 
Besides volunteering at the 
Bethany Home, I have tutored 
a few students a t my high 
school. Throughout m y life, I 
have enjoyed helping out oth
ers in various subject areas. A lot 
of my friends have very urtique 
and different interests. So, I 
truly enjoy helping them or any
bod y else at my school. Some 
people don' t understand why I 
would spend my time helping 
others ins tead of relaxing or 
doing something that I love. I 
tell them that I am doing what I 
love; science and math have in
trigued me since I entered high 
school. So I fee l I should help 
others exce l in these subjects as 
well. Also, the re is a sense of 
gra titude that comes with tutor
ing. 

The three years I have spent 

as a volunteer have truly been 
fun and extremely fulfilling. In 
these three years, I have im 
proved the lives of others. Also, 
I have matured immensely and 
began to understand some of 
the finer things in life. I am con
stantly trying to persuade my 
fri ends to volunteer by telling 
them of the fond memories I 
have. I plan to continue to visit 
Dr. Salvan throughout the rest 
of high school and hopefully we 
remain in touch during the rest 
of our lives. He has helped me 
evolve as a person and acquire 
characteristics like leadership 
that I will u tilize in the fu ture. 
At one point a famous historian 
remarked "The only thing that 
is con s tan t in o u r world is 
change itself." I fee l it is impor
tant to be a part of my continu
ously changing commurti ty. I 
wo uld li ke to be a Feins tein 
Scholar because l want to rep
resent my city and show others 
how commurtity service has af
fected my life. 

by David Greenberg 

"Ti kkun O lam " is Hebrew 
fo r "Heal the World ." I have 
man y goals in life, and the 
world has given me many op
portunities to fulfill these goals. 
My philosophy in life is tha t it 
is my responsibility to give back 
to this world that has given me 
so ma ny o pportuni ties . l do 
anything that I ca n to make 
someone' s li fe a little easier, 
even if it ends up being at my 
own expense. 

For as long as I remember, I 

David Greenberg 

would ask people, "Do you 
want any help?" Because of this, 
I must have set more tables at 
functions than many would in 
a lifetime. Now, my methods of 
healing the world are deeper. I 
try to get as many other peop le 
as I can to perform commurtity 
service. Because I am involved 
in several Jewish youth groups, 
I have made it a point to recruit 
my peer's to get outside into the 
community to do service 
projects. 

Recently, I was responsible 
for recruiting 50 teens to devote 
two hours of their time to run a 
carni val for young children . I 
had to persuade my fellow stu
dents to do this selfl ess deed . 
While this took 20 hours of my 
time to make the calls and plan 
the event, I was pleased to see 
that the event was a huge suc
cess. I was proud to see how 
man y children I indirectly af
fected by e mpowerin g m y 

peers. Many people say that my 
life is overloaded because of 
this, but I think it is extremely 
important to be a "giver" and 
to infect other people to be "giv
ers" as well. 

Due to my involvement in 
several groups, I feel that col
laboration between the groups 
is extremely important. As a 
leader in these groups, I have 
realized it is important to share 
resources and ideas. I recogrtize 
that by d oing this, I can help 
larger numbers of people ac
complish their goals more effi
ciently and effectively. 

While m y p resent work 
m ainly invo lves hig h school 
s tudents, my philosophy w ill 
accom pany me through college 
and beyond. Most people who 
dream of becoming a computer 
programmer d o not have simi
lar aspirations to going into the 
commurti ty regularly. I, how
ever, want to use my program
ming skills to he! p the commu
rti ty. As of yet, I can only cite 
ideas of how I wish to go about 
this. Examples of these ideas 
would be starting a non-p rofit 
" .com" company, creating pro
grams to be used fo r non-profit 
organiza tions, and s ta rting a 
no n- p rofit co mputer re p a ir 
company. The group of people 
who I would most like to target 
in these projects is you th. As I 
d o today, I plan to instill morals 
and ethics into today's youth 
through social settings. I wan t 
to create leaders with the ideals 
and enthusiasm to go out and 
per fo rm "Tikkun Olam ." By 
trairting leaders, I can help so 
many more people than if I were 
just a leader myself because it 
is the leaders that get the people 
to perform acts of kindness. 

In order to tra in leaders, I 
firs t must become one. By serv
ing on the chapter boa rd s of 
many d ifferent youth groups in 

the last few years, I have had 
many opportunities to develop 
my leadership skills. I have at
tended many leadership semi
nars held by these groups. In 
addition to classroom trairting, 
I have actually gone out and 
planned events, recruited mem
bers, raised money, and led my 
peers into an educated, moral, 
and ethical life. Each time I d o 
something in these g roups, I 
ad vance my leadership skills 
furthe r. Now I know wha t it 
means to "d o" rather than to 
"think." 

I believe that this Feinstein 
Scholarship has been invented 
to create future leaders. I want 
to become a Feinstein Scholar in 
ord er to become tha t pe rson 
w ho crea tes the leaders, and 
heals the world . 

by James S. Ross 

For a community to thrive, 
every member mus t fee l re
spected and valued . As a volun
teer in Boy Scouts and at the 
Salvation Army, I have realized 
that respecting and valuing one-

(Continued on Page 15) 

James Ross 

On Beautiful Lake Tispaquin 
Mid.dleboro, Massachusetts 02346 

Founded in 1927 for J ewish boys 7 to 15 years old 
entering grades 2 through 10 

"The Tradition Continues" 
Archery • Arts & Crafts • Basketball • Canoeing • Fishing 

Football • Fun-yaking • Hydrosliding • Kayaking• Kickball 
Newcomb • Photography • Ping Pong • Radio 

Ropes / Challenge Course • Rowing• Sailing • Soccer 
Softball • Street Hockey • Swim Instruction • Tennis 

Tubing • Volleyball • Waterskiing • Weightlifting 
Windsurfing • Woodworking • Wrestling 

Weekly Field Trips • Inter- and Intra-Camp Competition 

EXCELLENT KOSHER FOOD 
2 RESIDENT R.N. 's • 3 ON-CALL PEDIATRICIANS 

7 1 / 2 weeks season or 3 1 / 2 -week session 
or 4-week s ession 

CALL OR WRITE: 
Paul G. Davis , Director 

Camp Avoda 
11 Essex Street, Lynnfield, MA 0 1940 

(781) 334-62 75 ,-=-------
Fax: (781 ) 334-4779 
campavoda@aol.com 
www.campavoda.org 

This CJlllp must comply w1d, rcgul.111on:s Q( the M.tSSlchuseu~ Dep.1rtmc111 of Pubht I lcJlth 
(105CMR 430.000).,md h<' lm,•ruN by the M1ddlehoro lfo.u-d of ltcJlth 

lnfornu uon 011 IOSC'MR 430.000 can be- obtJmcd Jl (781) 98J-6761 
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Songs of Freedom and Justice Public vs. Private Judaism 

With Speci~l Guest, Storyteller Len Cabral CLAL Program at Beth Sholom 

In honor of Dr. Martin Luther, King, Jr., the 
entire community is invited to a special inter
faith singing event sponsored by The Historic 
Congdon Street Baptist Church and the Temple 
Emanu-El Social Action Committee. The con
cert will be held on Jan. 27, at 7 p.m. at the 
Temple Emanu-El Alperin Meeting House; 99 
Taft Ave., on the east "side of Providence ( corner 
of Morris Avenue and Sessions Street, up the 
street from Nathan Bishop Middle School and 
the Jewish Community Center). 

Several local groups are scheduled to per
form, includi ng: Congdon Street Baptist 
Church's Senior Choir, Gospel Chorus and 
Youth Choir; Temple Emanu-El's Choral Club 
and Youth Choir; and Brown University student 
ensembles Kol B'Yachad and Shades of Brown. 

Admission is free and refreshments will be 
provided. Audience members are encouraged 
to bring a non-perishable food item for dona
tion to the Camp Street Ministries. There will 
also be an opportunity at the concert to sign up 
for a racial dialogue group sponsored by the 
National Conference for Community and Jus
tice. 

For more information contact Judy Kaye at 
751-8665, or Rev. Theodore Wilson at 421-4032. 

top 

Len Cabral 
Photo courtesy of Judy Kaye 

left 

Cantor Brian Mayer con
ducts Temple Emanu-El's Choir, 
Choral Club and Youth Choir at 
last year's "Songs of Freedom 
and Justice" concert. 

Herald file photo by Litke O'Neill 

Don't just fly EL AL because 
we' re the national airline of Israel. 

Fly us because EL AL is Israel. 

ELAL/ 
Dan Panorama 

Package 

$949 from JFK or Newark 

Fly roundtrip to Israei on EL AL 
and stay 7 nights at the deluxe 
Dan Panorama in Tel Aviv and / or 
Jerusalem. Enjoy the Israeli buffet 
breakfast every day. · 
Call your travel agent or EL AL at 
(800) EL AL SUN. . 

Buy One Roundtrip, 
Pay 50% Less for One 

Family Member 

~ 716 fro~ JFK or Ne~ark 
($358 will buy any family member 
a roundtrip ticket.) 

Call your travel agent EL AL at 
(800) 223-6700 or (212) 768-9200. 

· Also available from other EL AL gateway cities 
for a special surcharge. 

ISRAEL EL'7J/AL'7N.Z 
No O~l; I\ILONi.;~ 11uu: ,\\O~t Tl!,\,'\'. Y(lU It's not just an airline. It 's Jsrael. 

The next in a series of Inter- Rhode Island last year for a Rab
denominational programs will binic Retreat in Newport,. "He 
focus on the tension between a was engaging, dynamic, and a 
public and a private sense of fantastic teacher," agreed Rab
being Jewish. Rabbi Tsvi bis Gutterman, Levine, Frank
Blanchard, an extremely dy- Jin, and Kaunfer. (And for four 
narnic teacher from CLAL, the rabbis to agree on anything is a 
National Center for Learning miracle!) 
and Leadership, will show how This session is part of an in
this issue of public and private terdenominational ser ies of
Judaism existed in the past and fered to the community by 
is a key to understanding mod- Temple Beth El, Congregation 
em Judaism. Using traditional Beth Sholom, and Temple 
and Talmudic sources, Rabbi Emanu-El, and sponsored by an 
Blanchard will explore what it endowment grant from the Jew
means to hold serious conversa- ish Federation of Rhode Island. 
tions as Jews in the public arena The program is open to every
while allowing for differences in one in the community, whether 
our ·private beliefs and obser- or not they have participated in 
vances. Can we achieve com- other sessions. It will take place 
mon bases through dialogue on Jan . 22 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
and compromise while preserv- Congregation Beth Sholom, 275 
ing personal autonomy? Camp St., Providence, R.L 

Rabbi Blanchard was in 

Jazzapella Fund
Raiser to be Held 
For Camp Yavneh 

Camp Yavneh, the residen
ti a l summer camp affi li a ted 
with Hebrew College, will host 
Jazzape lla Night, a mus ical 
fund-rai ser, on Feb. 3 at Congre
gation Mishkan Tefila . Russell 
Lightman, the camp's treasurer 
for the past 17 years, wiJJ be the 
evening's honoree. All Yavneh 
alumni, friends, and supporters 
are invited to attend. 

Highlighting the evening's 
festivities will be performances 
by Shir Appea l, the Jewish a 
cappella group from Tufts Un.i-

ve rsity, and the Wood
ward Street Jazz Coll ec
tive. A silent auction will 
also be held and light hors 
d'oeuvres and dessert will 
be served. 

Camp Yavneh, located 
in Northwood, N.H ., was 

established in 1944 and offers 
traditional summer camp ac
tivities for children ages 8 to 16 
- swimming, fi eld sports, arts 
and crafts, music, drama, dance 
and nature - with a s trong Ju
daic component that creates an 
atmosphere in which al l as
pects of camp life reflect Jew
ish values and promotes He
brew language. The camp also 
offers a summer program in Is
rael for teens w ho ha ve fin
ished their junior year in high 
school. · 

This special event begins at 
7:15 p.m . at Congregation 
Mishkan Tefila, 300 Hammond 
Pond Parkway, Chestnut Hill. 
Tickets are $20 before Jan. 25 or 
$25 at the door. For more infor
mation, ca ll (617) 739-0363 ore
mail <campyavneh@gis.net>. 

Crisis in Israel -
What do YOU 

Think? 
The situation in Israel is grave. Israelis are afraid to leave 

their houses for fear of being shot. The city streets are empty. 
Shops have closed from lack of customers; many have lost 
their jobs. There is terror in the hearts of men, women, and 
children. Citizens are arming themselves. Even Israeli De
fense Force troops are reluctant to enter some of the more 
dangerous areas. Israelis feel lost, separated from the rest 
of the Jewish world because of the violence. 

The Rhode Island Jewish Herald wants to hear your opin
ions on the Israeli crisis, to put a local perspective on these 
events as they occur. Have you been on a solidarity trip 
recently? Do you have famil y or friends in Israel? What 
do you think about the way American media is portray
ing the Arabs? The Jews? What is America's role in the 
peace process? Can Jerusalem be shared, and should it? 
Who do you think should take power in the Feb. 6 elec
tions? 

The Rhode Island Jewish Herald is a newspaper for and 
about the Jewish community in Rhode Island. In this all
too important time of conflict, we would like to hear what 
you have to say and give you a chance to speak to the 
community at large. 

Send your submissions to: 

The Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, RI 02940 

or fax them to: 726-5820. 
Arovi:IV~ lil3(Z2f01 llla»did.-on certain Rights.Slopovffl 111 NY allowt.'don aALlill'l'V!CeSonly $SO to change rrtum tkt w/ 1n\.i!Jd1tymidothern:5tne'tioffi rnay~pply Busml!Ssd.w;w~.md family 
pbn no1.-pplaible.Abo-.'t'tW'Oprom.:lllC111Mtbe<umbmi.'<lw/eadiotherorw/olherpmmos.AppllGlhlelaxlsnol included ElALre5o.'l'\'15therighttocancelpromotionsatany (im(' Hotel/ ,11rpkg: HOk.~ muslbc 

~~!:~:;:r'~M~~~:~::=:s:~~~::::!~~&::;._~~~~b$=~~b!Kfflpnorto71b~ofdq,.l~.:,~~~r!: 
Send us your opinions, 

because what you think does matter. 
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Kazakhstan Girl Addresses Hundreds at Tzivos Hashem Annual Dinner 

Tzivos Hashem: Jewish Chil
dren International celebrated 20 
years of service to Jewish chil
dren around the globe, at its 
annual dinner last month in 
Manhattan by honoring 20 out
s tanding peop le w ho have 
made the difference in the Ii ves 
of hundreds of thousands of 
children. 

Six hundred supporters of 
Tzivos Hashem attended the 
dinner. 

In heavily accented English, 
the first speaker was 13-year
old Lotta Portman of Alma Ata, 
Kazakhstan, a towh in the 
southeast of the former Soviet 
Union, not far from China, 
where she lives wi th her wid
owed mother. In Alma Ata, 
Portman suffered poor health 
and always dreamed of being 
able to grow up in a more com
fortab le, more Jewish surround
ing. This past year Portman en
tered a Torah contest that is fea
tured annually in the Russian 
language children's magazine, 
Yeladim, which is published by 
Tzivos Hashem. The prize: a 
two-week trip to New York. 
Portman worked hard at the 
complicated assigrunents, ques
tions and essays;but she knew 
that only 10 children would win 
the coveted prize. 

Portman told her audience 
how surprised she was when 
she answered the phone call 
that informed her that she was 
chosen as one of the 10. "We 
went to Ell is Island and the 
Sta tue of Liberty, the Empire 
State Building and the Twin 
Towers and the New York Stock 
Exchange. We also went to the 
Federal Reserve Bank where 

America kee ps $60 bi lli on 
worth of gold bricks. The bank 
was very generous and gave us 
each $2,000 ... in shredded dol
lar bills. But most important of 
all, we got to be with the Jewish 
communities in Great Neck and 
Crown Heights, visi t the Ohel 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, and 
learn what it means to be a 
proud Jew." 

Portman approached the trip 
organizer and benefactor Ira 
Yavarkovsky, "We children call 
him Uncle Ira," and told him of 
her dream to stay in New York 
to study. Yavarkovsky spoke to 
Howard Cole who agreed to 
sponsor Portman for the year, 
and with her mother's permis
sion and blessing, Portman en
tered ninth grade in Beth Rivka 
School for Girls in Brooklyn. 

"l mis_s my mother and think 
about her a lot, " admitted 
Portman. "But Boruch Hashem 
I am feeling much healthier and 
stronger, and I am very happy 
that I have such a great oppor
tunity to study here. I want to 
thank Tzivos Hashem for mak
ing it possible for me to be here. 
I only wish that with your help, 
it would be possible for every 
Jewish girl in the former Soviet 
Union to have such opportuni
ties. I pray that the whole Jew
ish people should live in peace, 
especia lly in Israel, and that 
Moshiach should come right 
away. Spasiba." 

The master of ceremonies for 
the evening, Stanley Ellberger, 
chairman of the board of direc
tors of Tzivos Hashem, stepped 
up to the podium wiping the 
tears from his eyes as young 
Portman finished her speech, 

" Quite a s tory," he began. 
"Tzedakah, charity and doing 
good deeds is often done in bulk 
fashion, then distributed to the 
masses of individuals. Lotta's 
story is touching because it is 
the saving of one Jewish child's 
soul. . . all of us can get pride 

used to write the names of all the 
members of Tzivos Hashem in 
pencil, on index cards. Every day 
we would have to put them in 
alphabetical order by hand .. . I 
remember when time and time 
again the Rebbe himself would 
call a rally and assemble thou-

HONOREES AT THE Tzivos Hashem annual dinner, Howard 
and Diane Cole accept their award together with 13-year old Lotta 
Portman, from Kazakhstan, whom they are sponsoring this year 
to study in New York. At far right is Rabbi Y. Benjaminson, ex
ecutive director of Tzivos Hashem. 

Photo courtesy o/Tzivos Hashem: Jewisl1 Children Intenrntio11al 

and shep nachas from her 
story." 

Rabbi Yerachmiel Benjamin
son, executive director of Tzivos 
Hashem then reminisced with 
the crowd about some memo
rable events over the past 20 
years. '1 can remember when we 

sands of children in the main 
sanctuary of 770. The Rebbe 
would speak to the children and 
urge them to take the leading 
role in doing mitzvahs ... I still 
remember the administration at 
the Javits Convention Center 
telling us that it could not be 

done . .. but we did it! In three 
months time we booked space 
and opened the first ever Jewish 
Family Expo and hosted close to 
50,000 people ... I remember the 
first Shomer Shabbos Baseball 
Team ... I remember when 
Tzivos Hashem sent its first con
tainer of clothing to the former 
Soviet Union. It can only be a 
miracle that in such a short time 
Tzivos Hashem has founded 
two orphanages, a medical 
clinic, a food pantry, 15 youth 
clubs, a Pesach camp, a summer 
camp, craft workshops, a 
chi ldren's magazine and of 
course, the annual Torah contest, 
of which Portman is a winner. .. 
I remember when The Jewish 
Children's Museum was just a 
dream. And now we have wit
nessed a high profile ground
breaking ceremony and have 
begun construction in earnest . .. 

"All this and more ... is thanks 
to the Lubavitcher Rebbe ... the 
visionary, who, 20 years ago, 
called for the establishment of 
Tzivos Hashem ... He was the 
motivation and the inspiration . .. 
He gave guidance and direc
tion ... We thank him and con
tinue to follow in his footsteps." 

Touro Goes to The Hoops! 
It's a family basketball party on Feb. 3 at 5:30 p.m. with a spaghetti and meatball dinner at 

Touro Hall, 45 Rolfe Square, Cranston. Then, buses take you to see P.C. vs. St. Johns at the 
Providence Civic Center. All for just $10 per person. Immediate family only, (Touro parents, 
spouses and children). 

R.S.V.P. by Jan. 22 to Touro Fraternal Association, P.O. Box 3562, Cranston, R.I. 02910. 

"Fiddler on The Roof'' 

You don't have to be a " rich man" to go to Theodore Bike l's "Fiddler or the Roof'' on April 18 
at the Providence Performing Arts Center. It's another Touro perk! Available for Touro members 
and a guest; two tickets is just $30. Seats are in the lower level. Additional seats for immediate 
family only $20 per ticket. R.S.V.P. by Feb. 15 to the above address. 

NEW ENGLAND 
SINCE 1933 

Specializing in Fine Antiques and Interiors 
600 Taunton Avenue, Seekonk, Massachusetts 02771 

TEL: 508.336.8585 FAX: 508.336.4884' 
www. leonardsd irec t. com 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

JCC IGds Pitch In to Help the Elderly 
in Honor of Martin Luther IGng, Jr. 

To help honor the memory of the peaceful message of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., children at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island's Kidspace/Pre-Teen 
Connection came together Jan. 15 to learn about King's life and give something back to the 
community. 

Since one of King's greatest messages was to help others in need, kids made up 35 gift 
baskets for homebound senior citizens served by the Kosher Meals on Wheels program. They 
also decorated donation envelopes for the gift baskets with crayons and markers, and enjoyed 
a snack afterwards. The event was sponsored by a grant from the Rhode Island Service 
Alliance, which awarded a total of seven grants to school and community-based organiza-
tions. · 

Herald photos by Jon Rubin 

RACHEL KAUFMAN (left) works on one of her cards while Gabrielle Warshay double-checks 
her work. 

"The greatest birthday gift 
my husband could receive 

is if people of all racial 
and ethnic backgrounds 
celebrated the holiday by 

performing individual 
acts of kindness:" 

Coretta Scott King 

COURTNEY ALLARD finishes up some of the baskets for the 
Kosher Meals on Wheels program. 

ADIN ZUSSMAN (left) and Joshua Kaufman pencil on some 
designs for donation envelopes. 

HEATHER DELGADO (left) wraps up a basket, while Courtney ADAM SINGER-BERK (left), Phillip Rasnick (center), and Isaac Zussman think about what to 
Allaxd watches on. .::.dr:c::accw...:n.:.:e.;.:.xt;:;_,• _________________________ _ 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
'Lost in Yonkers' Continues at 
The Jewish Community Center 

Review by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor Here's a scenario for you : 

Imagine you are about 14. 
It' s 1942 in New York. 
Your mother has just died. 

Money is tight and your heavily 
indebted father needs to go on 
the road for 10 months, leaving 
you and your brother with ... 
wh o? Oh please - not wi th 
h er 1 • •• No t the e terna ll y 
grumpy, angry, unforgiving .. . 
GRANDMA!! !! Oh sure, we' ll 
have A unt Bell a arou nd and 
she's always kind of fun in a 
forgetful, goofy sort of way, but 
s till, Dad, DON'T LEAVE US 
H ERE - WE'LL GO CRAZY! 

This is how the ·story begins 
in Neil Simon's Puli tzer Prize
wi n ning p lay, "Lost in Yon
kers," now showing at the Jew
ish Community Center of 
Rhod e Is land . The show is a 
production of the Jewish The
ater Ensemble. Part comedy and 
part family drama, "Lost in Yon
kers"· depicts the life of a small 
Jewish family in Yonkers, N. Y., 
over the course of 10 months. 
The firs t three performances 
have already been shown at the 
JCC, but there are three more: 
Jan. 18 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 20 at 8 
p.m. and Jan. 21 at a 2 p.m. mati
nee. 

Th e se tting is Grandma's 
sm a ll apa r tm e nt abo ve the 
candy and soda shop that she 
ow ns . The play begins w ith 
young Jay and Arty, squirming 
uncomfortably in the ir b est 
clothes. Jay is 15 and a half, a 
quick thinker and a good me
diator between his squabbling 
family members. Arty is 13 and 
a half, a small but bold child 
who isn' t afraid to speak h is 
mind . 

Their father, Eddie, is in the 
next room, trying to ge t his 
mother in a good mood before 
he asks her if his boys can stay. 
Eddie emerges fro m hi s 
mother 's bed room, swea ting 
profusely and obviously shaken 
up. Eddie is a good-intentioned 

father w ho becomes an emo
tional wreck when his mother 
is around . Eddie is meticulously 
straightening out the creases in 
the boys clothing so, perhaps, 
Grandma will be more inclined 
to let the boys stay. We haven' t 
even seen what grandma looks 
like yet, bu t we start to feel her 
momentous presence. 

In comes Eddie's sister, the 
jubilant Bella who lives with her 
mother. Bella is all smiles one 
moment and a cringing child 
w henever she th inks she has 
done something wrong in her 
mother's eyes. She is a bit of a 
dope bu t by far the most enjoy
able character in the p lay. She is 
like a little girl, free and w ide
eyed and deeply alive. It is be
tween Bella and her mother that 
the play's real conflict presents 
itself. 

The bedroom d oor opens, 
and Grandma thumps her way 
in, her cane stomping noisily on 
the ground as she pulls herself 
forwa rd . A large, frowning, to
tally unemotional woman, her 
eyes are like leaden weights and 
she gives no regard to any of the 
family members before her. Si
lence drips from eve ryo ne's 
mouths as she moves her way 
slowly over to her easy chair. 
She at first fl atly refuses to take 
the boys in, curtly telling her 
son in her thick German accent 
that she owes him nothing. But 
Bell a unex pectedly perks up 
and , in clear defiance of her 
mother 's w ishes, begins mak
ing the boys' beds, telling the 
kids how happy their presence 
w ill make them. And so they 
stay. 

Adjustment is tough. Grand
ma is exactly as she is described 
by her family - li ke steel. She 
de livers harsh punishmen ts, 
making the boys pay fo r goods 
sto len from the sh op, even 
things that she takes herself! She 
w hi sks away yo u ng Arty's 
comic book when he is sick, and 
makes him eat an entire bowl of 
wretched mustard soup, not to 

mention making the boys spend 
every free moment earning their 
keep by toiling in the shop . 
Eddie w rites his boys letters 
fro m the road, letters that are 
inspirational, but show signs of 
fatigue from the extensive travel 
as well . 

Grandma constantl y disci
plines, criticizes and challenges 
her daughter Bella. As the story 
prog resses, we begin to see 
more and more of grandma's 
motives - she does not pam
per, but she intends to trans
form her family, who she per
ceives as weak and unready for 
life's challenges, into tough in
di viduals like herself. She is 
conditioning them, dealing out 
harsh lessons to prepare them 
for life's great burdens. Reason
ing with her is impossible, and 
besides, it's for their own good, 
right? 

She views all of her children 
as fa ilures - Eddie as be ing 
weak, Bella as being nothing but 
a little girl. H er other children 
are equ ally di sa ppointing
Louie, a low-level gangster who 
talks big but is still scared of the 
consequences of his actions, and 
Gert, who makes an appearance 
in the final scenes, is so morti
fied by her mother tha t she can 
barely speak properly. 

It is eventu a ll y revea led 
through Lo uie's w ise-cracks 
and "mox ie" s to ries that 
Grandma has certainly had her 
share of suffering. Born terribly 
poor in Berlin, her foot was 
smashed dur ing a protest when 
she was 12. Rather than pay to 
have her foo t looked a t, she 
sc rimpe d and saved and 
brough t herself and her famil y 
to America . She had six chil
dren, two of which died young. 
For as long as anyone remem
bers, Louie sa:id, Grandma was 
as strong and as fri endly as a 
rock. 

Bella does her best to be nice 
to the boys and take the occa
sional night out at the movies 
when she can. During a particu-

BELLA (l eft) played by Karen Gail Kessler tries to get through to her mother, played by Carol 
Vard en Pl, oto courtesy of /TE 

CHUCK REIFLER (right), Eddie Barber (center) and Douglas 
Young star in "Lost in Yonkers," Jan. 18, 20 and 21 at the JCC. 

larly powerful scene in the play, 
Bella tells her mother of her plan 
to marry the nice, dyslexic usher 
that she has met at the movies 
and open up a restaurant with 
him. All she need s is $5,000 
from her mother and, hopefull y, 
her blessing as well . After hear
ing her daughter's wishful plan 
and with the whole family wait
ing in suspense, Grandma gets 
ou t o f her chair, approaches 
Bella and then just walks into 
her room and shuts the door. 

After the fi ght, Uncle Louie 
skips town when the heat closes 
in on him, and a very distraught 
Bell a takes some time away 
from home to cry her eyes out. 
She returns later and confronts 
her mother without the support 
of her fa mil:l) and without her 
sweet, vulnerable, child-like in
nocence exposed for her mother 
to tread all over. She tells her 
mother how much she loves her, 
but how awful she is as a par
ent. Bella says that being like 
steel·is not only being tough, but 
also being cold and hard, mak
ing it impossible for love to get 
th rough . It is revea led that 
Grandma is just pushing her 
pain onto her children because 

Howto 
kill a 

Photo courtesy of ]TE 

she couldn' t stand to love any
one afte r her two children died . 
Taking no prisoners, Bella re
veals herself to be more of a 
woman than her mother ever 
thought her to be. 

At the play's end, Eddie re
turns and takes the boys with 
him. Louie has stopped running 
away from his fears and joins 
the army. And Bella, strong and 
still loving, has created a toler
able ex is tence fo r her and her 
mother, w ith just a smidgen of 
tenderness peering out from her 
mother 's gruff exterior. 

Bella's performance is the 
highlight of the play and the life 
of the show. She is played by the 
delightful Karen Ga il Kessler, 
who has been with the JTE since 
its inception. Also, watch out for 
a wonderful performance by the 
talented young Arty, played by 
Eddie Barber, who is in the sev
enth grade at Kickemuit Midclle 
School in Warren. 

Tickets to the final three show
ings of "Lost in Yonkers" are $12 
for adults and $10 for senior citi
zens and children under 12. JCCRI 
members receive a discount ticket 
and can be obtained by calling 861-
8800, ext. 108. 

1. Don't Advertise 
Just prete11d el'elJ'OIW 
k11011·s ,,,hat )'Oil h"l'e to 
offer. 

2. Don't Advertise 
Just assume el'e1ybodJ• 
k11ows what yo11 self. 

business 
3. Don't Advertise 
Forget that yo11 bare 
competitio11 h)'i11g to 
e11tice rour customers 
a11•ayfi•o111 )'0/1. 

in3easy 
steps 

You decide ... it's 
your business in 
good times or bad. 

Call 724-0200 to 
advertise in the 
R/Jode Island 
Jewisl, Herald 
We're the only English
Jewish weekly in Rhode 
Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 
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FEATURE 
CEO of Weight Watchers Florine Mark Talks 
About 'Winning Points' and Growing Up Jewish 

by Jon Rubin 
Assistant Editor 

Ah America - land of over
indulgence! We have everything 
right at our fingertips, every
thing open 24 hours a day or 
deliverable straight to our door
step with just a phone call or e
mail. Is it any wonder, then, that 
we are the fattest country on 
earth, with more than 30 percent 
of Americans qualifying as be
ing obese? New studies have 
shown a very disturbing demo
graphic of overweight elderly, 
who are a t addjtional risk for 
heart disease, hypertension and 
strokes. And recent statis tics 
show that obesity costs America 
more than $90 billi_on a year, 
through di rec t and indi rec t 
heal th costs and missed work. 
Being overweight is even cost
lier than cigarette smoking. 

Fat is no t fun, es pecia ll y 
when you count the damaging 
effect it can have on a person's 
self-esteem. And Jews are not 
immune to obesity, either. Just 
ask Florine Mark - she knows 
this all too well. Speaking about 
her overweight childhood, she 
doesn' t mince words. "I hated 
myself," she said . Born in the 
North-West side of Detroit, in 
the heart of the Jewish sector, 
Mark lived in an Orthodox Jew
ish home. She grew up poor and 
started working when she was 
11. Her family received charity 
from the March of Dimes and 
many Jewish charitable orgaru
za tions . Her mentor was her 
Bubie, who taught her to give 
tzedakah despite her hardships, 
because no matter how bad off 
they were, somewhere someone 
was worse off. 

In the summer, Mark worked 
and went to summer school be
cause "fat girl s d on' t pu t on 

b athing suits." She w as un
happy and depressed. At 17 she 

· had her first child and by 25 she 
had fi ve children, lots of stress 
and even more financial prob
lems. Then, in 1966, she traveled 
to New York to join the 
Weight Watchers group 
and lost 40 pounds in only 
four months. 

In an interview with the 
Herald early last year, 
Mark declared that, 
"growing up Orthodox, I 
wasn' t a llowed to make 
my Bat Mitz vah, and it 
was something I always 
thought about." She later 
became a Conservative 
Jew and, after in tensive 
study with her cantor and 
some other older women, 
she finall y had her own 
Bat Mitzvah. " It was the 
most wo nderful year of 
my life, " she said . All of 
her children are graduates 
from Hillel Day School in 
De tro it a nd 14 o f her 
grandchildren a ttend o r 
h ave a tte nded H ebrew 
schools as well . 

Mark said after losing the 
weight she underwent a serious 
transformation, gairung confi
dence and a positive self-image. 
Rea lizing the potential of the 
program, she opened her own 
Weight Watchers office in De
troit. Her franchise grew, incor
porated other offi ces into itself 
until i t beca me the Weight 
Watchers that you know today, 
exjgting in 12 states as well as 
Merico and Canada. It has 3,000 
employees, and Mark presides 
as president and CEO. 

She cou ldn ' t be h appier 
abou t her current position in 
life, saying that the people who 
work for her are "simply the 

WHAT COULD A CHEF. 
DRlVER & HOUSEKEEPER 
HAVE IN COMMON? 
YOU! 

Ca ll 

Today 

fo r a 

To ur 

401-273-6565 

Join us for a 

FREE 
ARTHRITIS 

SEMINAR 

Tues., Jan. 23rd 
2:00-3:00 pm 
Call f or details. 

Following the example set by the choice hotel 
industry all ows ou r com munity staff to meet 
resid ents' expec tations. Savory aromas, door to 
door ser vice and weekly linen ser vices are just 
the beginning. 

A private apartment, three chef~prepared meals 
daily, assisted living services and a gracious staff 
await you. 

A S S I STED L I V I NG 

o n Blac k ston e Boulevard 

353 Blackstone Boulevard • Providence, RI 02906 
www.epochsl.com 
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best. They' re such giving, caring 
p eople ." We ight Wa tchers 
works as a support group fo r 
people who want to lose weight, 
backed by the input of meru cal 
profess ionals. Mark describes 

Florine Mark 
Weight Watclters CEO, President 

her work as "savin g li ves" and 
is tremendously proud of what 
her company does . "We help 
people change their lifestyle, 
change their bad habi ts," she 
said. The group helps create an 
empowering sense of commu
ni ty that helps people know 
they' re not alone. 

Beca use Weight Watchers 
employs a seasoned staff of nu
triti oni sts, physici ans and 

phys iologists, they are con
s tantl y making their system 
more efficient, accommodating, 
and most of all accessible to its 
members. It currently uses the 
extraorrunarily successful "win

ning points program" which 
calculates daily fat and calo
rie intake based on height, 
weight and gender. 

But the program then goes 
a step further and asks you 
to determine what kind of ru
eter you are - a dieter who 
is disciplined and wants a 
very structured ruet ("Dedi
cated"), one who wants a mix 
of s truc tu re and freedo m 
("Ada p te r" ), o r one w ho 
tends to resist rules and re
strictions ("In d ividualis t" ). 
After taking a qui ck self-as
sessment qwz and determfo
ing which sort of person you 
are, you can better address 
what you need to do to lose 
weight. 

Once you've calcul a ted 
your daily point value, you 
ca n ea t wh a t yo u want 
wi thin the daily a ll otment. 

This makes Weigh t Watchers 
d ifferent fro m other diet pro
grams which are permanently 
restr icti ve of certain types of 
foods. There' s no rigid self-de
rual in Weight Watchers - you 
can eat that ice cream sundae if 
you wa nt to, as long as you 
round out the rest of the day 
with low calorie foods, fruits 
and vegetables. Weight Watch
ers also has a vegetarian pro-

gram, for those who want the 
benefits of a vegetarian ruet. 

Weight Watchers classes are 
led by supportive people who 
are commjtted to helping other 
people - they h a ve been 
th rou gh the progr am them
selves, or else they were so in
terested in working for Weight 
Watchers that they asked for the 
job, even though the position 
was not advertised . 

A Weight Watchers class con
tains a private weigh in ("No
body sees it," Mark said), fol
lowed by a meeting where mem
bers gain advice and encourage
ment from o ther me mbers . 
Members are encouraged to look 
at themselves, confront them
selves, and take a step toward 
im proving themse lves. Mark 
stresses the down-to-earth, prac
tical meth ods of weight loss, 
wi thout any extreme or drastic 
measures . We ight Wa tchers' 
poli cy on weight loss d ru gs, 
Mark said, is "No medication 
ever, ever.,. ever." 

Instead, Weight Watchers of
fers a system that has worked 
for thousands and thousands of 
Americans- eating less, rnain
tairung a proper d iet, regular 
exercise and helpful motivation. 
But Weight Watchers is not just 
feel-good speeches - it is an 
educational process. You learn 
to think hard about how you 
feel and how you want to feel, 
at a pace that is comfortable but 
still challenging. ''We take it one 
day at a time," Mark said. 

Hummus is Good For You! 
Chickpeas Contain Cancer-Fighting Anti-Oxidants 

Hummus, that popular M;d
dle East staple made from chick
peas, is not only tasty, but also 
packs a nutritional wallop. This 
is the finrung of Dr. Ram Reifen 
and Dr. Shahal Abbo of the Fac
ulty of Agricultural, Food and 
Environmental Qua]jty Sciences 
of the Hebrew Uruversi ty of 
Jerusalem. 

Reifen, an expert on ruges
tive illnesses and child nutri
tion, and Abbo, an exp ert in 
plant genetics, succeeded in cre
ating hybrid chickpeas (without 
genetic engineering) which are 
high in anti-oxidants, protein, 
and minerals such as calcium. 
Anti-oridants contribute to the 
prevention of heart disease and 
cancer. In their research at the 

B\YAD~ 
NURSES 
Home Care Specialists 

Esta blished 1975 

Heroes on the Home Front 

Reh ovot Cam p u s; ra ts and 
goats were fed a d iet supple
mented by chickpeas. The aru
mals were found to have faster 
growth rates than those fed only 
animal proteins. In addition, 
chickpeas are less allergenic 
than other high-protein plant 
food sources, such as soy, which 
points to the possibility of de
veloping chickpea-based baby 
foods. Finally, chickpeas also 
contain elements that prevent 
wrinkling of skin, which holds 
out proiruse for its use in devel
oping ointments for skin care. 

The European Uruon has rec
ogruzed the value of Hebrew 
Uruversity' s research and has 
allocated more than $1.5 million 
toward continua ti on of the 

Need Reliable Home Care? 
• 24 Hour / 7 Day Service 
• RNs, LPNs, CNAs, 

Homemakers, and Companions 
• Skilled Nursing 
• Personal Care 
• Assistance with Meals 
• Housekeeping and Laundry 

Services 
• JCAHO Accredited 

(401) 435-4555 
855 Waterman Avenue 

East Providence, RI 02914 
www.bayada.com 

work. Cooperative develop
ment is proceeding with Israeli 
and European researchers and 
commercial firms toward devel
oping chickpea-based alterna
tives for milk powder for babies 
and children's foods. Adrution
ally, cosmetic firms in Germany 
and France are working on the 
development of chickpea-based 
anti-wrinkle creams. 

Hebrew University 
Hummus 

1 can (16 to 19 ounces) chick
peas, drained and rinsed 

1 / 4 cup tahini (sesame seed 
paste) 

3 Tbsp. water 
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
2 Tbsp. parsley 
1 tsp. cumin seeds, toasted 
1 / 4 tsp. salt 

Combine all ingreruents in a 
blender or food processor and 
process until smooth. Store in 
refrigerator. Serve with pita 
bread and salad. 

Yield: Approximately 2 cups. 

YOU'Rl UAVING? 
Ta ke time to let us know. Whenever 
and wherever you go, we want you 
to tell us. Tell US - not the Post 

Office. They don't tell us 
everything, you knowl 



Untold Story of 
Dr. King's Support 
For The Jewish 
Community 

"A powerful and meaningful 
book about the prophetic leadership 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 
colleagues ... It must be read by all 
who seek to improve the condition 
of human righ ts." 

- Israel Singer, secretary 
general, World Jewish Congress 
Jewish support for Dr. Mar

ti n Lu the r King, Jr. and th e 
American civil r igh ts move
ment is w idely known. How
ever, this history has another 
side - one that has not been 
fu ll y to ld un til now. In the 
1960s, while King was con
sumed in the fight for African 
Americans to secu re full civil 
righ ts in this country, he made 
the tim e to speak out for the 
r igh ts of Jews at critica l mo
ments in the life of the Ameri
can Jewish community, of Israel 
and of the plight of Soviet Jews. 

In Shared Dream s: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the Jewish 
Community, w ith a preface by 
Martin Luther King Ill Gewish 
Ligh ts Pu b lishi ng/ January 
2000 I Hardcover / $24.95, 240 
pages), Rabbi Ma rc Schneier, 
president of The Foundation of 

Eth n ic Und erstan d ing a nd 
presiden t of the New York 
Board of Rabbis, presents the 
untold story of Dr. King's in
volvement with the Jewish com
munity. Through the use of pre
viously unpublished material 
and interviews with those who 
marched at Dr. King's side, the 
long-neglected story of mutual 
support between Dr. King and 
the Jewish com m un ity is 
brought to life. 

Shared Dreams sheds new 
ligh t on the commitmen t and 
the relationsh ip between the 
Jewish and African American 
communities as they struggled 
together to fight for justice and 
civil rights in our nation and our 
lives. 

"Rabbi Schneier has gone to 
great lengths to compile the 
complex story of the coopera
tion, and sometimes angst, be-

tween blacks and Jews during 
the civil rights movement in the 
context of Martin Lu ther King, 
Jr.' s life," wri tes Martin Luther 
King Ill in the book's preface. 
"From the account of his friend
shi p wi th men like the incom
parable Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel. .. to anti-Semitic senti
ments within the movement it
self, Rabbi Schneier examines 
different aspects of the relation 
between my fa ther and the Jew
ish community. As such, he out
lines a compelling image of re
lations between the two com
munities." 

"Shared Drea ms offers the 
Jewish people an opportunity to 
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day by remembering his pow
erful efforts on our behalf," said 
Stuart M. Matlins, publisher of 
Jewish Lights. "We are pleased 
to bring this inspiring story to 
both the Jewish and African 
American communities in an 
effort to learn from history and 
build bridges for the future." 

"One of the most important 
books I've read this year," said 
Kweisi Mfume, president and 

CEO of the NAACP. 
"Rabbi Schne ier 
thoughtfully illus
trates the depth of the 
friendship be tween 
Dr. King and our Jew
ish brothers and s is
ters, thus providing us 
w ith a fresh and bold 
new perspective on 
both a be loved civ il 
rig h ts lea der and a 
mos t revo lutiona ry 
time in our hi s tory. 
This book also takes 
grea t care to ex plore 
th e commonality of 
the struggle for equal
ity." 

Martin Lu ther 
King, Jr.' s efforts to 
su pport th e Jewish 
community provide 
new in for m ation to 

help us understand this most 
troubled and important time in 
recent American history. 

Rabbi Schneier was invi ted 
by President Clinton to partici
pa te in the inaugura l White 
House Conference on Race Re
lations in 1997. 

Rabbi Schneier has been the 
recipient of many awards, in
cluding the 1999 <;:ivil Rights 
Leadershi p Award in Honor of 
Dr. Martin Lu ther King, Jr. 

Shared Dreams: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and The Jewish Commu
nity is available from bookstores 
or directly from Jewish Lights 
Publishing, Sunset Farm Of
fices, Ro u te 4, P.O. Box 237, 
Woodstock, Vt. 05091. $24.95 
hardcover, add $3.50 for ship
ping and handling for the first 
book, $2 fo r each addi tiona l 
book. For cred it card orders, call 
(800) 962-4544. 

~ea att01 , 14011 212-6243 
(.'/11 ~ lJ"'-"fle @nt~ To Beller Underslond lhe World 

FRENCH • SPANISH • GERMAN • ITALIAN • ESL 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

FRENCH COOKING MASTER CLASSES 
f ' FRENCH CINEMA STUDIES & CONVERSATION 
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FEATURE 
·International Institute Honors 
Providence Superintendent and 
Volunteer Beatrice Rosenstein 

Providence's superintendent 
of schools, Peru native Diana 
Lam, was honored by the Inter
national Insti tute of Rhode Is
land a t its 37th Ou tstanding 
Citizens Award Banquet, Nov. 
10, at the Providence Biltmore 
Hotel. Lam's dedication to her 
community and to learning, 
which began when she was a 
Literacy volunteer in Lima while 
just a teen-ager, has garnered 
her widespread acclaim, most 
recently in the form of a $13.5 
million grant from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Lam said she will use the grant 
to advance on-going initiatives 
to improve reading and writing 
skills in her school district. 

The festi vities also honored 
long-time IIRI supporter 
Beatrice Rosenstein, who was 
recognized for her years of out
s tan ding volunteerism. Rosen
stein moved from New York 
City to Rhod e Is land in the 
1940s and has been involved 
with community organizations 
ever since. She has served on the 
board of direc tors for the 
women's section of the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island, the 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
sociation, and JIRI. She was 
chairperson of the auxiliary sec
tion of the Hospital Association 
of Rhode Island and president 
of the B'nai B'rith Women. In 

Beatrice Rosenstein and Diana Lam 
Photo co11rtesy of Intenrational House 

1974, she fir s t ventured into 
politics by running for state rep
resentative against Gary Licht. 
She los t the e lection but, as a 
vehement De mocra t, was 
promptly targeted as a delegate 
to the 1976 Democratic National 
Conven tion,•that selected Presi-

dent Jimmy Carter as its nomi
nee. Currently, she serves on the 
advisory boards of several orga
ni za tions, including URI and 
Justice Assistance. She is a lso 
the secretary to the Tax Board 
of Assessment Review for the 
City of Providence. 

JFS Offers Ways to Improve Communication 
With People With Hearing Loss 

"Communica ti ng w ith an 
elderly relative or friend wi th a 
hearing loss can be difficult and 
frustrating," said Jewish Family 
Service Clini cal Social Worker 
Patricia Harwood, yet there are 
things that can be done to help 
with this common problem. It is 
es timated tha t 20 percent of 
people between the ages of 65 
and 74 experience significant 
hearing loss and 25 percent of 
people age 75 and·older have a 
severe hearing impairment, ac
cording to Harwood. 

Hearing aids may be helpful 
to some people, but many are 
bothered by background noises 
which are amplified as well. The 
latest improvements in hearing 
a id technology have reduced 
background sounds, bu t may 
cost severa l thousand dollars. 
Becau se there are so many 
people with hearing loss who 
cannot afford or are bothered by 
hearing aids, Harwood suggests 
using the fo llowing strategies 
w hen communicating with a 
person with hearing loss:. 
• l. Make su re that you have 
the person's attention before be
ginning to speak. 

2. Speak face to face. Do not 
speak into the person's ear, be
cause he or she will be unable 
to utilize visual cues. 

3. Maintain eye contact. 
4. Speak clearly and slowly. 

Pause between words. 
5. Do not shout, but try to 

speak in a louder tone than nor
mal. 

6. Check in with the person 
to see if he or she understands 
what is being said. 

7. If the person does not un
derstand what is sa id, try to 
communicate through writing 
or drawing. 

8. Be patient. Remember that 
the person with a hearing loss 
is more frustrated than you are, 
because he or she has difficulty 
communicating with everyone. 

9. Be conscious about speak
ing w ith your hand in front of 
you r mouth, while ea ting or 
ch ew ing gu m, or t ry ing to 
speak in a noisy environment. 
These habi ts can interfere with 
intelligible communication. 

10. Try to include the person 
with a hearing impa irment in 
conversations w ith others. Help 

C!hinti lnn 

285 Mai" Street, Pawt"cket, "RJ - 723-3960 FAX 722-9224 

educa te other peo ple about 
good communication skills. 

In addition to hea ring aids 
and communica tion strategies, 
H arwood points out other 
mechanisms which can im
prove the quality of li fe and 
safety for individuals with hear
ing loss: 

1. Text telephone for the deaf 
(TTD), in which the telephone 
is connected to a keyboard and 
display screen. 

2. Television caption device, 
which d isplays sentences at the 
bottom of the screen indicating 
what is being said. 

3. Smoke alarm repea ter, 
which flashes lights on and off 
to alert the person when there 
is smoke in the house. 

. 4. Doorbell flashing light sys
tem, which alerts the person 
that someone is a t the door. 

5. Alarm clock flashing Light 
system, which wakes \he person 
up with flashing Lights. 

For more information on 
communicating with individu
als with hearing loss or on other 
issues affecting the elderly, con
tact JFS at 331-1244. 

~ w We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or a Full House 

!I.lie ~ifpunent 
91wtn 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSA(HUSfITT 02771 

Nan<y Rasmunen • (508) 336-3228 
DAILY 10 TO 5, SUNDAY 12TO 5 
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FEATURE 
Al and Environmental 

Groups Call For 
Tu B'Shvat Action 

Amnesty International USA ties arrested, tortured, and con
has called on Jewish people na- victed them on trumped up 
tionwide to ce leb rate Tu charges.Amnestylntemational 
B'Shvat, the Jewish New Year of has declared them Prisoners of 
Trees, by taking action on behalf Conscience. 
of environmental activists and • Burmese Military Intimi
indigenous peoples whose hu- dation. The military dicta tor
man rights are being violated. ship of Burma has contracted 
By sending letters to offending wi th U.S.-based Unocal and 
governments and corporations, French-based Total to build the 
participants can protect the ba- Yadana gas pipeline to bring 
sic human rights of those who offshore natural gas through 
defend their local environment Burma and into neighboring 
against devastation. Tu B'Shvat Thailand. Despite its record of 
begins at sundown on Feb. 7. endemic human rights viola-

directorof AIUSA. digenous people 
"Participants can as military por-

Honoring A Dual Birthday 

"Tu B'Shvat, with its empha- lions, the companies have con
sis on the fragile balance be- tracted the Burmese military to 
tween people and the environ- defend the pipeline in indig
ment, is a fitting time to address enous areas. AI fears that the 
current human rights viola- army, which has a long record 
lions," said Dr. William F. of torture, killings and 
Schulz, execu tive - the forced. useof in-

take act ion on 8 ters, will repeat 
behalf of en vi-~ this record in the 
ronmen ta l de- _ _..._,. pipeline area. 
fenders who have • Local and 

The Rhode Island Civil Rights Round table held a commemorative celebration in honor of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther ](jng, Jr., and in recognition of the Round table's third "birthday" Jan. 12 
at the Community College of Rhode Island, Providence, Liston Campus. The two-hour event 
had several speakers including a keynote address by the Rev. Theodore Wilson of the Congdon 
Street Baptist Church. The Robert L. Bailey School Children' s Chorus, pictured here, perform in 
the musical portion of the program. According to Anthony Maione, executive director of the 
R.l. region of the National Conference for Communi ty and Justice and co-founder of the 
Round table, the Round table's goal is to bring together different groups interested in civil rights 
and fairness in the state. 

been subjected to ha- Indigenous people 
rassment, imprisonment, and in Chad and Cameroon. 
persecution. Those of other A venture by U.S.-based 
faiths are also welcome to ExxonMobil to develop 
join in this effort on behalf of the Doba oi l fields in the south-
vic ti ms of human rights em region of Chad and build a 
abuses." 1,050-kilometer pipeline to 

AIUSA's Interfaith Network Cameroon' s Atlantic coast 
for Human Rights and the Coa- raised serious concern about the 
lition on the Environment and treatment of local and indig
Jewish Life are collabora ting lo- enous people in both countries 
cally with the Defending Those and the pipeline's environmen
Who Give the Ear th a Vo ice ta! consequences. Environmen
Campaign, a joint campaign of talis ts in both countries who 
AIUSA and the Sierra Club, in have spoken against the 1'roject 
launching the Tu B'Shvat Envi- fear for their lives. 

Although a small group, the Round table has helped accomplish much, including passage of 
the R.I. Hate Crime Law, lobbying with administration personnel to make voting booths in 
Providence wheelchair accessible and passage of the R.I. Racial Profiling Statistics Law, which 
began earlier this week on King' s birthday, Jan . 15. HeraldphotobyLuke O '.Neill 

Vegetarian Essay Contest ronmenta l Defender Action . Folabi Olagbaju, director of 
Jewish communities, local Si- AIUSA'sHumanR.ightsandthe 
erra Clubs and Amnesty Inter- Environment Program, explains 
national activists, and commi t- that sending such messages re
ted individuals nationwide will ally works. "Now more than 
mobilize in a letter writing cam- ever, multi-national companies 
paign on behalf of the follow- realize that public awareness of 
ing groups: their abusive activities in other 

Do you like to write? The 
Vegetarian Resource Group is 
sponsoring an essay contest for 
students 18 and under. First 
prize in each category is a $50 
savings bond. 

Entrants should write a two
to-three page essay on any as
pect of vegetarianism or vegan
ism. Vegetarianism is not eatin g 
mea t, fish, and birds (for ex
ample chicken or duck). Vegans 
are vegetarians who do not use 
any anima l products such as 
dairy or eggs. Among the many 
reasons for being a vegetarian 
are beliefs about ethics, culture, 

health, aesthetics, religion, 
world peace, economics, world 
hunger, and the environment. 

Contest categories are ages 8 
and under, 9 to 13, 
and 14 to 18. En
trants should base 
their paper on inter
viewing, research, 
a nd / or personal 
opinion. You need 
not be a vegetarian to enter. All 
essays become property of The 
Vegetarian Resource Group. 
Submissions should be post
marked by May 1 of the current 
year. This is an annual contest. 

1 reac~ all of R~o~e lslan~ 
· Massac~usetts1 

A~vertise with the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald. 

The Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald has a circulation 
that spans the entire 
Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
population. 

To advertise call: 

724-0200 

Send entries to The Vegetar
ian Resource Group, P.O. Box 
1463, Baltimore, Md. 21203. In
clude your name, age, address, 
te lephone number, grade, 

school, and teache r ' s 
name. 

To receive informa
ti on abou t the essay 

contest and a lesson plan 
on vegetarianism, send a 

self-addressed stamped enve
lope with two first class stamps 
to the above address or visi t 
<www.vrg.org>. 

• Mexican farmer ecologists countries can be very damag
Rodolfo Montiel Flores and ing. Action letters on behalf of 
Teodoro Cabrera Garcia. Both environmental defenders pro
men were detained by soldiers vide the catalyst needed to open 
in May 1999 while organizing these activities to international, 
farmers to oppose the rampant national, and local scrutiny and 
and possibly illegal logging in save those cau ght in the 
the mountains in Guerrero, crossfire." 
Mexico. The Mexican authori-

U.S. Affiliate of Israel's Leading 
Science Center Launches Newly 

Designed Web Site 
A new address on the Internet leads to the most advanced science and technology research 

from Israel. The American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science launched its rede
signed Web site <www.weizmann-usa.org>, which serves as the local gateway to the exciting 
science and technology site of the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel. 

This novel site contains a link to 11 engaging videos on some of the state-of-the-art research 
currently underway at Weizmann. The site's opening Flash sequence includes captivating sci
entific images from the institute on the theme of Science for the Benefit of Humanity, as well as 
research news and achievements. 

A new feature of the Web site is the online gifts page, where visitors can submit contribu
tions directly through the Internet. Among the numerous opportunities to support the Weizmann 
Institute are: planned gifts; funding research projects; sponsoring laboratories; providing gradu
ate scholarships and postdoctoral fellowships and contributing to the general funds. Another 
tool available to visitors is information on touring the institute's campus to experience its dyna
mism first hand. One of the featured videos takes viewers on a virtual walk through the science 
campus, home to the world's only completely outdoor interactive science and technology mu
seum. 

Other links include a section on the biennial Women and Science Award, a calendar of events, 
an organization directory and information on joi ning, supporting and participating in ACWIS 
programs throughout the United States. 

The Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, Israel, is one of the world's foremost centers 
of scientific research and graduate study. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 
'Henry Flamethrowa' Erupts On Trinity Stage 

by Luke O'Neill 
Herald Editor 

A devili shly clever w orld 
premiere fs now lighting up 
Trinity Rep's stage. 

"Henry Flam ethrowa" is a 
play with detailed complexity 
full of tw ists, turns, surprises 
and confrontations of the soul 
versus the mind. There are no 
simple answers to the play's 
mentali ty, which appropriately 
results in and allows for a great 
deal of open interpretation by 
the viewers. 

Lilj a is in a com a a fter a 
swimming pool accident. It's 
b eli e ve d sh e can p erform 
miracles for the sick as people 
come from all over to benefit 
from her healing energy. Her 
father, Peter, a devout Catholic, 
believes in her miracles; how
ever, a skeptical point. of view 
seeps into the play from ou !side 
forces, which results in the two 
sides facing off with each other. 

The three-person cast feeds 
off one another powerfully and 
fluidly, resulting in a fast-paced 
and emotionally charged pro
duction . Peter Rha melower, 
played by .Trinity veteran Fred 
Sulli van, Jr. , is being inter
v iewed by Beth, a rep orter 
played by guest artist Joanna 
Adler, for a story on Lilja and 
her supposed miracles. Peter 
claims the statues in Lilja' s room 

drip and weep oil. 
"What was she like when she 

was alive?" Beth asks Peter, re
ferring to his daughter. 

Peter responds plainly, "She 
is alive." 

Beth and Henry, Peter's son, 
eventually face off in a psycho
logical tug-of- war. Pe ter de
scribes his 16-year-old son as "a 
very deep 16." 

Henry, brilliantly played by 
Michael Esper, a Trini ty new
comer, is a jittery, nervous, dis
turbed (but intelligent) teen
age r w h o seeks to uncover 
Beth's motives. Beth is a conniv
ing and somewhat convincing 
hard-nosed reporter who' ll do 
and say almost anything to get 
her story; al though her reporter 
practices are not at all cred ible-
but hey, it' s thealeJ. 

Esper plays Henry superbly 
with arms usually folded tightly 
to his chest in a defensive man
ner, or sometimes a slight, ner
vous blink or twitch with his 
finge rs and ha nds . Beth d e
scribes Henry to Peter as his 
"creepy, genius, Dante-loving 
son." Peter's fascinated with the 
musical group Fleetwood Mac 
and their album "Rumours"
a title that's very fitting with the 
play's developments. 

Adler has a pretty firm grasp 
on a compounded and ever
ch anging character. Su ll ivan 

plays a passionate and stubborn 
father, who is sometimes naive. 

Set in a New England town, 
"H enry Fla m e thro w a" is a 
heavy topical drama that's also 
sprinkled with spots of humor 
throughout, which keenly light
ens the play's severi ty. 

Inspired by real life events, 
"Henry Flamethrowa" is the ex
ceptional work of playw right 
John Belluso, a Warwick native. 
Belluso employed the case of 
Aud rey San to of Worcester, 
Mass., who is in a coma, and has 
garnered widespread recogni
tion for a llegedly performing 
miracles for the sick. According 
to the Trinity Reporter, Belluso 
was also inspired by the shoot
ing at Columbine High School 
in Colorado and how kids can 
exhibit such teen-age rage and 
angst. 

The brilliant writing and per
specti ve of Belluso explores 
som e heavy issu es wi thout 
completely inserting personal 
opinion, leaving a great deal of 
interpreta ti on and decision to 
the audience. "Henry Flame
throwa" won the 2000 Theatre 
Visions Fund Award fo r Best 
New Play by an Emerging Play
wrigh t. 

Walking into Trinity's down
s ta irs thea ter fo r "Henry 
Flamethrowa," you' d see a liv
ing roo m se t com p le te w ith 

Museum Concerts of Rhode Island 
Presents a Valentine's Day Concert 

Museum Concerts of Rhode 
Island welcomes the New York 
ensemble Common Ground in 
its debut Rhode Island appear
an ce . In anticipa ti on o f 
Valentine's Day, the group will 
be performing a program de
voted to the occasion. This pro
gram, however, follows a less 
conventional approach. "Basta 
Amore!" gives voice to those 
who have seen through Cupid's 
deceptions and h ave freed 
themselves from his bondage, 
leaving the ranks of desperate 
lovers behind. Playfully mock
ing the Ii ttle winged boy, this 
sparkling performance of Ital
ian ari as includes works by 
women baroque composers, in
cluding Barbara Strozzi and the 
Caccini sisters, Francesca and 
Settirnia. 

cal gui tarist, turned his focus to 
early music and the lute, study
ing in both Italy and Germany. 
Since returning to America, he 
has been in increasing demand 
as a continua player for groups 
such as The Harp Consort, the 
New York Consort of Viols, and 
Apollo's Fire. He has also per
formed dramatic music with the 
New York Metropolitan Opera, 
the Julliard Opera Center, and 
the Lyric Opera Theatre at Ari
zona State University, among 
others. 

This concert will take place 

on Feb. 4 a t 3:30 p.m. a t St. 
Marti n 's Chu rch on Orchard 
Avenue next to Temple Beth-El, 
on the east side of Providence. 
Tickets for the performance are 
$15 for general admission, $12 
fo r seniors, and $8 for students. 
Children 12 and under will be 
admitted for $1 each when ac
companied by a parent. The 
building is handicapped acces
sible, and there is ample street 
parking. This is the third con
cert in a fi ve-concert series. 

For info rm ation, ca ll 273-
7308. 

FRED SULLIVAN, JR., and Joanna P. Adler in the world pre
miere of "Henry Flamethrowa" by John Belluso, directed by Lisa 
Peterson. Through Feb. 4 at Trinity Repertory Company. Call 
351-4242. Pl1 o to by T. Charles Erickson 

tables, chairs and sofa, a bright 
ora nge shag-li ke ca rpet, red 
wood paneli ng, seem ing ly 
countless books beside books 
on shelves,- numerous lamps, 
records (not CDs), and several 
fra med photos-and a ll thi s 
bathed in fiery red lighting. The 
deta iled and almost cl uttered 
living room somewhat mirrors 
the play' s nature---detailed and 
clu ttered, or a t least jumbled 
with serious present day issues. 

The set, designed by Rachel 
Hauck, ba~ica lly looks like a 
1970s Ii ving room, bu t then 
there's an out-of-place laptop 
com puter wh ich is used by 
Henry to feverishly type letters 
to the devil. 

So is Lilja really performing 

miracles? What's Henry's real 
motives; what's his gripe with 
Beth and why d idn' t he save his 
sister from that pool accident 
years ago? Why don' t you find 
out the answers to these uncer
tainties and see Trinity's hottest 
new production ... you may not 
know who or what to believe. 

Overa ll, " Henry Flam e
throwa" is an emotional and 
mental roller coaster with a pas
sionate and intricate plot of lies 
and deceits that grapples with 
such issues as disabili ty, par
ent/ child relations, the Internet, 
religion and ultimately how 
people treat each other. The 90-
rninute play, performed with no 
intermission, is directed by Obie 
Award-winner Lisa Peterson. 

-- Listening For Signs of Love -
(Continued from Page 4) 

sought in a mate and method of 
communication (American Sign 
Language, oral, etc.). These de
scriptions are published, along 
with articles of interest to the 
deaf community, in a newsletter 
that is sent to JDSR members 
around the globe. Readers select 
from the profiles and write to 
those who pique their interest. 
All correspondence is forwarded 
confidentially through the OU. 

" Ninety percent of d ea f 
people marry deaf people, and 
Jewish deaf ar7."a very limited 
population," s,aid Rabbi Eliezer 
Lederfeind, \()under and direc
tor of Our/ Nay. "In many as
pects of their life, including their 
cho ice of spouse, the Jewish 
deaf pfson is constantly con
frontj i:I with the question, '•Am 
I Jewish or deaf first? ' Many 
ch6ose the latter." 

proportions in the grea ter Jew
ish community - is even more 
prevalent am ong deaf Jews, 
who are a minority within a 
minority. Landau explains that 
the JDSR aims to combat this 
situation, "not by preaching to 
young people to marry Jewish, 
but by helping them to marry 
Jewish." 

Pre-registration for the Feb. 
18 event is, before Feb. 5, $12 for 
members and $15 for non-mem
bers; at the door, $16 for mem
bers and $20 for non-members. 
For more information, contact 
the Landaus via TTY /Fax (908) 
352-7395, or e-mail <Samuel 
landau@juno.com>. 

Common Ground is a new 
ensemble that is creating waves 
in the fields of early music and 
historical performance. Special
izing in the rich body of dramatic 
music from the 17th century that 
combines voi ces and instru
ments, the driving force behind 
Common Ground is the co-direc
torshi p of sopra no Jolie 
Greenleaf and lutenist Lucas 
Harris. Greenleaf, one of New 
York's most promising young 
vocalists specializing in histori
cal styles, received a master ' s 
degree in historical performance 
from the Mannes College of Mu
sic, and studied at the Koninklijk 
Conservatorium in Den Haag on 
a fellowship from The Frank 
Hunting ton Beebe Fund for 
Musicians. Critically acclaimed 
for her clarity and expressive
ness, she has appeared as a solo
is t with ma ny groups and 
churches in New York and be
yond. Harris, trained as a classi-

=------'·----- ==--------' r That is why intermarriage 
MUSEUM CONCERTS OF RHODE ISLAND presents Common / which has reached epidemic 

Established in 1969, Our Way 
is the only Jewish program that 
reaches out to the Jewish deaf 
and hard of hearing across the 
country and bridges the ga p 
between the hearing and the 
non-hearing worlds. 

Ground featuring Lucas Harris and Jolie Greenleaf on Feb. 4. 
Photo by Hal Ha,ise11 

Fonda Fest Three 
Funda Fest Three - for the third year, the RISO Museum 

and Rhode Island Black Storytellers present this festival on Jan. 
20 featuring local performers Ramona Bass, Len Cabral, Abigail 
Jefferson, Valerie Tutson, Melodie Thomson, and special guests. 

Admission is free for RISO students; $2.50 for museum mem
bers; $5 for the genera l public. Time is 8 to 10 p.m., RISO Audi
torium, corner of North Main and College streets, Providence. 
Call 454-6342. 

Need help with: 
QuickBooks"• 

writing your bus iness plan, or 
part-time bookkeeping? 

We have your bus iness solutions! 
Call today for a free evaluation. 

Business Financial Services 
Debbie Tobias, MBA 

{401 ) 944-7725 or debble.tobias@worldnet.att.net 
Come visit us at www.busfinsvcs.com 
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e ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
JTNE Presents Neshama Carlebach 

The Jewish Theatre of New 
England presents Nesh am a 
Carlebach on Jan. 27 at 8 p .m. 
and Jan. 28 a t 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$22 general, $20 seniors and stu
dents. For tickets and informa
tion call the Jewish Community 
Center box office at (617) 965-
5226. 

Nesham a Carlebach is fol
lowing in the tradition of soul 
singing and story telling estab
li sh e d b y he r fath er, Rabbi 
Shlomo Carlebach. Few people 
have touched the soul of the 
Jewish community the way 
Shlomo Carlebach has. His deep 
spir ituality, his love of Torah 
and humanity was the essence 
that ·filled every song he wrote, 
every teaching he gave, and ev
ery soul he encountered. Rarely 
h as the Jewish world been 
touched so deeply. 

Over the last several years, 
Neshama's talent and charisma 
have endeared her to audiences 
of all ages as she performs in 
cities th roughout the Uni ted 
States, Canada, Europe and Is
rael. To date, Neshama has sung 
more than 25 concerts on the 
"Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach Me
morial Tour." Neshama has the 
unmistakable Carlebach depth 
of soul and the abili ty to capti
vate her audience. 

Neshama's song composi
tions in collabora tion with her 
piani st and produce r, David 
Morgan have embarked her in 
yet another creative direction. 

Neshama Carlebach 

Her performances now include 
both her and Morgan's original 
compositions in Eng lish, and 
Shlomo' s Hebrew classics. 

This concert is co-sponsored 
by the Jewish Women's Spiritu
ality and Creativity Conference. 
There will be a post show dis
cussion fo llowing the Sunday 

afternoon performance. The 
Jewish Theatre of New England 
is loca ted at the Leventhal
Sidman Jewish Comm u nity 
Cen ter, 333 Nah anton St. in 
Newton, Mass. For ticket infor
mation, call the )CC box office 
at (617) 965-5226. 

Krause Gallery Features Pa~ntings and Sculpture 
Th e nex t Kra u se Ga llery 

show runs now through Jan. 22, 
fea turing Jeremy Sager and 
Mark Taber. The gallery talk is 
Jan . 28 from 3 to 4 p.m. 

The show is free and open to 
the publ ic weekd ays, from 8 
a.m. to 4 p .m., and Sundays 
from 1 to 4 p.m. The Krause 

Tbejewish 
Theatre Ensemble 

proudly presents 

Neil Simon's 

Lo,stln 
40,nkers 

Directed by 

Vincent Lupino 

January 18, 20, 21 

Thursday evenings* at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. 
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. 

at the 

Jewish Community Center 
40 I Elm grove Avenue, 

Providence 
Adults: $12; Seniors & Children 

(1 2 and under) $10 
QCCRJ member and group 
discounts also available) 

1.:j5\ 
\ )!;!; I 

For tickets call: 

(401) 861-8800 ext.108 

Gallery is located in the Jenks 
Center at Moses Brown School, 
250 Lloyd Ave., Providence. 

Sager is a painter and a resi
dent of Cranston. His work was 
exhibited recently at The Draw
ing Center and the Foxworth 
Gallery, both in New York City. 
He has also exhibited a t the 
Silvermine Guild of Arts, New 
Canaan, Conn .; CCRJ, Untitled 
Gallery, Boston; McKillop Gal
lery at Salve Regina University. 
H e earned hi s B.F.A . a t 
Bennington College and hi s 
MFAatRJSD. 

Taber is a sculptor and a resi
dent of Providence. His work 
has appeared locally at Gallery 
Flux, Po Gallery, the Warwick 
Art Museum, a nd the 
Children's Museum of Rhode 

Island. His work is also in
cluded in private collections. 

Upcoming shows at th e 
Krause Gallery include: 

Feb. 6 to 24 - Rhode Island 
Art Educators Association An
nua l Juried Exhibit 

March 8 to May 26 - Har
ness Loom Weaving in Rhode 
Island : Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow, presented by The 
Weavers Guild of Rhode Island 
and Old Sla ter Mill H istor ic 
Site. Demonstrations and lec
tures will be offered and an
nounced at a later date. 

May 29 to June 7 - Senior 
Show: Work from the Class of 
2001. 

For fur ther infonnation, con tact 
Krause Gallery Director Kristin 
Street at 831-7350, ext. 174. 

r-------------------- - , 
Start your day 

with a clean plate. 
Breakfasts your tummy will adore. 

MEETING STREET CAFE 
220 Meeting Street, at the heart of Thayer Street, on Providence's East Side 

(l;) 273-1066 for Take-Ou! 
Open 8 am lo 11 Pll/ 7 days a week 

FREE 
Buy one breakfast get the second one free, 

with this ad. 

- - - - - New Customers Only, Please - Expires 1/20/01 - - - - .I 

RISD Museum Presents 
'A View by Two: 

Contemporary Jewelry' 
The RISO Museum presents 

"A View by Two: Contempo
rary Jewelry" - a collaboration 
between The RISO M useum 
and two faculty members a t 
Rhode Island School of Design. 
The exhibition, fea turing the 
work of 14 international con
te mporary jewele rs fro m 
America, Austria, Germany, 
Ita ly, Th e Ne therl a nd s and 
Switzerland challenges the con
ventiona l methods of jewelry 
design. The exhibit runs from 
Feb. 2 through April 15. 

Featuring 150 works, each 
artist selected for Contempo
rary Jewelry is represented by 
approximately a dozen objects. 
The works showcase the d iver
sity of the artists and look to the 
future, as many of the exhibitors 
are directly influencin g the next 
generation of jewelers through 
teaching. 

In addi ti on to the jewelry, 
some drawings and ph oto
graphs will illuminate. the art
ists' creative process. The exhi
bition will also contain a small 
selection of work as a visual 
resume representing guest cu
rators Louis Mueller, head of 
RJSD's department of jewelry 
and metalsmithing and Barbara 
Seidenath, adjunct facul ty, also 
in the department of jewelry 
and metalsmi thing. 

The exh ibi ting a r tists in
clude: Giampaolo Babetto, Italy; 
Alexandra Bahlmann, Ger
many; Manfred Bischoff, Ger
man working in Italy; Myra 
Mirnlitsch Gray, United States; 
Hermann Jiinger, Germany; 
Dani e l Kru ger, Germa ny; 
Manfred Nisslrniiller, Austria; 
Ted Nolen, The Netherlands; 
Ruudt Peters, The Netherlands; 
Doro thea Prii hl, Germany; 
Gerd Rothma nn, Germany; 
Bernhard Schobinger, Swi tzer
land; Sondra Sherman, United 
Sta tes; Irmgard Zeitl er, Ger
many. 

The selections display a bal
ance between quali ty of design, 
content, and level of execution 
or cra ftsmanship . Many also 
share a role wi th the curators as 
teachers. An interest in the aca
demic world of jewelry is a pri
mary reason for the genesis of 
the exhibition and will be ex
plored in the exhibition cata
logue. 

Described as work of the 
m om ent, this exhibition can 
been seen as jewelers respecting 
jewelers. "Once you under
stand the kind of patience, skill 
and passion that goes into the 
ma king of very, ve ry sm all 
things very beautifully, you can 
begin to develop an apprecia
tion for the work and the prac-

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
BESTAIU---... 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

YOUR HOSTS, THE LAVOIES I Chepachet Village, RI. 
1401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

VISIT US Al WWW lllEPURPlECAT COM 

titioners," s tates Mueller. He 
continues, "the work that's be
ing featured isn ' t about gian t 
gemstones, it's m ore about a 
kind of creati ve, playful rela
tionship with an idea and ma
terials to bring forth something 
unique, beauti ful and wear
able." 

A selec ti on from the 
museum's collection of historic 
jewelry will also be. on view, 
supplemented by an important 
group of early modern jewelry 
fro m the collection of Daphne 
Farago. 

On Feb. 3, The RISD Mu
seum will present a symposium 
to d iscuss the state of contem
porary jewelry, featuring many 
of th e exhibiting ar tists. For 
more information on the sym
posium, contact 454-6526. 

Martina & Company 
Presents 

Impression/Expression 

In an ongoing series of exhi
bi tions combining nati ona lly 
recognized and emerging jew
elry designers, Martina & Com
pany presents Impression /Ex
press ion, Jan. 21 to March 3. 
Located at 120 North Main St. 
in Providence. Martina & Com
pany offers a setting that com
bines the studio, retail and gal
lery experience. 

Im press ion/ Expressio n 
complements the international 
jewelry exhibition presented by 
the R15D Museum, "Contempo
rary Jewelry: A View of Two." 
Impression / Expression was 
conceived by Martina Windels, 
owner of Martin a & Company 
and executed with the partici
pation of guest juror, Irmgard 
Zeitler of Germany also an ex
hibiting artist in The RJSD Mu
seu m show. Impression /Ex
press ion feat u res 12 artis ts, 
showcasing a di verse range of 
jewelers offering limited edi
tions and one-of-a-kind pieces 
of contemporary jewelry. 

The 12 exhibiting artists -
a ll graduates from the Rhode 
Island School of Design, in 
clud e: Sco tt Cormi er, R. I. ; 
Sandra Enterline, CA; Anne 
Essex, R.l.; Johanna Fisher, R.I.; 
Dahlia Kanner, R. I.; Jennifer 
Kenney, R.I.; Yoon Kim, Korea; 
Annie O'Connor, N.Y.; Jenny 
Parnel, TX; Robin Quigley, R. I.; 
Sam Shaw, ME.; and Jasmine 
Winkler, R.I. 

Impression/Expression of
fers the opportuni ty to view a 
collection of contemporary jew
elry designers, influenced by an 
educa tion at RJSD, where the 
fine arts and design interrelate. 
"Creating a contemporary set
ting to showcase contemporary 
jewelry allows for an environ
ment closer to that of a gallery 
versus a jewelry store," states 
Windels. The approach is per
sonal and steeped in a tradition 
from Wind els' roots in Ge r
many, where the combination of 
open workshop, gallery, and 
retail is a standard form of prac
tice. 

MARTI NA & Com pany 
hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. an d Thu rsday 
until 8 p.m. For more informa
tion, call 351-0968. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ~ 
ACT's Programs Receive 

Generous Community Support 
'Anne Frank and Me' 
Receive Support From 

Jewish Community 
All Children's Theatre re

cently announced a number of 
grant awards that will support 
programs designed to reach 
underserved populations and 
provide educational opportuni
ties for s tudents and the com
munity. 

An eight-week, integrated
curriculum drama program at 
Sargent Rehabilitation Center in 
Warwick, funded by Russell 
Grinnell Memorial Trust, offers 
chi ldren w ith developmental 
disabilities a drama curriculum 
that complements Sargent's 
educational and rehabilitative 
programming. Two classes of 
students at Sargent will benefit 
from th.is challenging and re
warding drama curriculum. 

Ocean State Charities Trust 
recently awarded a grant in sup
port of ACT's tuition assistance 
program. Th.is award will pro
vide opportunities for children 
from low-income families to 
participate in ACT classes, sum
mer theatre academy and the 
performing Ensemble. 

ACT' s March production of 
"Anne Frank and Me" has re
ceived generous support from 
the Jewish community. This 
educational play, about teens 
who deny the Holocaust ever 
happened, will tour to public 
schools and other outreach lo
cations in March and early April 
because of support from the 
Sundel-Strauss Family Founda
tion, Bureau of Jewish Educa
tion in celebration of their 50th 
anniversary, The Feinstein 

Foundation and A World of Dif
ference Institute . Additional 
contributions were provided by 
Alperin / Hirsch Family Foun
dation trustees Melvin and 
Patty Alperin and David and 
Hope Hirsch, and the Rhode Is
land Holocaust Memorial Mu
seum. Ellen and Uri Bar-Zemer 
provided major support with a 
donation of German govern
ment reparation money in 
memory of Uri's grandparents 
who were killed at Auschwitz. 
Public performances of this 
powerful production are March 
16, 17, 23, 24 at 7 p.m. and March 
18, 25 at 2 p.m. at the Vartan 
Gregorian School Theatre. 

Contact ACT at 435-5300 or 
e-ma il <ACTinRI@aol.com>. 
ACT's Web site address is 
<www.ACTinRI.org>. 

Festival Ballet Brings 'Peter 
and the Wolf' to the RISD Stage 

Part of its 'Dance Me A Story' Family Series 
Artistic Director Mihailo ("Misha") Djuric presents 

the second in Festival Ballet of Rhode Island's popular 
"Dance Me A Story" Family Series on Feb. 4 at the Rhode 
Island School of Design Auditorium. Th.is production, 
"Peter and the Wolf," promises to entrance audiences 
as it cleverly retells Prokofiev's familiar score through 
dance. 

Th.is "Peter and the Wolf," as creatively choreo
graphed by Valerie Cookson-Botto, not only has a sin
gular musical motif for each character, but a distinctive 
dance style as well . For instance, Peter dances in a folk 
or character style, the bird performs on pointe in a clas
sical tutu, the Wolf is interpreted in a jazz style, and the 
grandfather is portrayed in a modern Martha Graham 
style. 

Festival Ballet makes a special point of bringing ac
cessible dance to families and young audiences in th.is 
series. Djuric introduces the ballet to the audience as 
dancers finish up their last stretches and make-up ad
justments on-stage before the production. He also takes 
questions from the audience after the performance, en
couraging audience members to meet their favorite char
acters on-stage. The whole performance takes just un
der one hour, perfect for young audiences. 

In a further effort to make these performances acces
sible to a wider audience, Mary Ellen Baxter-Breen, di
rector of the Corliss Institute, will be interpreting the 
1:30 p.m. performance for the deaf. 

Th.is professional cast of "Peter and the Wolf' will be 
familiar to the thousands who saw them in December 

FESTIVAL BALLET in "Peter and the 
Wolf'' - The bumbling Hunters search 
for The Wolf. Performances are on Feb. 4 
at 1:30 and 4 p.m. at RISO Auditorium. 

Photo by Tiwmas Nola-Rion 

on the PPAC stage for Festival Ballet's recent magical production of "The Nutcracker." 
These performances take place at the RISD Auditorium, 17 Canal Walk, Providence, on Feb. 4. 

Two fun-filled performances are offered at 1:30 and 4 p .m. 
Th.is series is an excellent event to use as the centerpiece of a child's birthday party! It is suggested 

that parents being pens for autographs. 
Tickets are $12 for general seating, with discounts for groups of 10 or more (tickets only $10). 

Children under 3 years of age are free. To order tickets in advance, call Festival Ballet at 353-1129. 

Take An Ear-Opening Journey --
Get ready for a whcile new 

listening experience! WGBH 
89.7frn and FleetBoston Celeb
rity Series invite you to join 
conductor, composer and com
mentator Rob Kapilow for a 
dazzling, ear-opening journey 
into great works of mu s ic . 
Kapilow, the Celebrity Series' 
own "Pied Piper" of classica l 
music, will ex plore and explain 
Mozart's "String Quintet in G 
minor," featuring the Men
delssohn String Quartet on Jan. 
27 at 8 p.m. and Beethoven's 
Violin Sonata 'Kreutzer,'" fea
turing violinist Andrew Kohji 
Taylor and pianist Max 
Levinson on March 2. Join 
Kapilow and friends as they 

take the music apart and put it 
back together again. 

The concert takes p lace a t 
New England Conservatory's 
Jordan Hall, Huntington Av
enue, Boston, Mass. Tickets are 

$15 per concert, WGBH mem
bers $12; $20 fo:,.~oth programs. 

Call (617) 482-2595 or visit 
<www.celebri tyseries.org> for 
more information. 

C!hina lnn 

285 Main Sfreel, Pawtacket, "RJ ~ 723-3960 FAX 722-9224 

Barrington Public 
Library Special Events 

Great Decisions 2001 at The Library 

Join Barrington residents Maynard Shusman and Bernhard 
Weiss as they lead Great Decisions 2001 , a foreign policy dis
cussion group t_o be held at the Barrington Public Library this 
winter and spring. The eight bi-weekly sessions will run on 
Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon, Jan. 30 to May 8. Top
ics for ?iscussion in the current series include: Trade and glo
balization, China and Taiwan, Missile defense, United States 
and Iraq, international health crisis, Mexico, European inte
gration, and conflict resolution in Africa. 

The Great Decisions series is created by the Foreign Policy 
Association. Great Decisions - first pub]jshed 47 years ago -
1s the core of the longest running foreign affairs discussion 
program in the United States. Each year, thousands of Ameri
cans take part in Great Decisions discussion groups to increase 
their awareness and understanding of, and to express their 
opinions on, eight of the most timely, thought-provoking U.S. 
foreign policy topics. 

Registration for Great Decisions 2001 begins on Jan. 23 at 
9:30 a.m. at the library's reference desk. Registra tions will be 
taken in person or by phone. Great Decisions 2001 booklets will 
be available to participants during the registration week. They 
will be sold for $12 each. 

Ocean State Brass Quintet at The Library 

Join the local horn players in The Ocean State Brass Quintet 
as they give a concert at the Barrington Public Library on Jan. 
21 at 2 p.m. Quintet members Peter Williams and George 
Proulx (trumpets), Robert Greenawalt (horn), Craig Leonard 
(trombone), and Roland Bartlett (tuba), have a varied menu of 
music prepared for your listening p leasure. Along with the 
music, they provide commentary on their instruments and the 
history of the pieces they are performing. Th.is program is of 
particular interest to school-age children and their families . It 
is free and open to all . 

Acclaimed Production 
Returns to 

Perishable Theatre 
Perishable Theatre has an

nounced the return engagement 
of their acclaimed adaptation of 
Faulkner's "The Sound and The 
Fury'' for a limited engagement. 
Adapted by Erik Ehn from the 
classic Faulkner novel, The Sound 
And The Fury chronicles the dis
integration of the once-aristo
cratic Compson family through 
the eyes of four different narra
tors. Award-winning playwright 
Erik Ehn's riveting adaptation 
creates four different theatrical 
landscapes upon w hich each 
narrator presents their vision of 
a crumbling culture an d a 
family's struggle to cling to the 
last remains of their dignity. Th.is 
repeat performance of this epic 
production takes place at Perish
able Theatre through the 28th of 
January. For more information, 
reservations or group rates, call 
the theatre's box office at 331-

2695, ext. 101 or look on the Web 
at<www.perishable.org>. 

In Ehn's adaptation of the 
classic novel, he has created full
bodied characters that stay true 
to Faulkner's intent. The Sound 
And The Fury was reportedly 
Faulkner's own favorite novel, 
saying he felt the most "tender" 
towards this particular work. 
The story itself is epic in its emo
tional scope. There are themes 
and plotlines that could easily 
come out of any tele vision 
drama of the 90s. The play is a 
complex tragedy that captures 
the decline of a once great South
ern family through the distinct 
viewpoint of four different nar
rators. This epic play is told 
through the use of sound, multi
media puppetry and an en
semble of six actors, portraying 
more than 30 different charac
ters. 

- Gift Certificates Available -

'11l,;,uu'Z .. 
Best of "Award of Excellence" for 9 years running ... 

- Wine Spectator Magazine 

762 Hope Street • Providence, RI 02906 • 401-421 ·4114 
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OBITUARIES 
YVETTE DISRAELLY 

TAMARAC, Fla. - Yvette 
(nee: Brenner) Disraelly, 91, of 
Tamarac, passed away Jan. 1. 
She was born in Providence, R.L 
and graduated from Hope High 
School. 

In 1938, she moved with her 
family to Binghamton, N.Y. She 
was a past president of the Sis
terhood of Temple Israel in 
Binghamton and sang in the 
choir. She was a life member of 
Hadassah. She loved to play pi
ano. 

In 1964, her family moved to 
Utica, N.Y. In 1974, with her 
husband, she moved to 
Tamarac, Fla. 

She is survived by her hus
band of 68 years, Irving M. 
Disraelly; her son Hillel and his 
wife Barbi Striar of Stamford, 
Conn.; her sister, Jeannette 
Brenner Kaplan of Tamarac, 
Fla.; and two grandchildren, Lt. 
Deena Sara Disraelly, U.S.N. of 
Norfolk, Va.; and Ari Disraelly 
of Stamford, Conn. 

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 3 in Florida. 

HOWARD V. FINK 
SWANSEA - Howard V. 

Fink, 63, of Warren Avenue, the 
owner of HVF Inc., died Jan. 10 
at Rhode Island Hospital. 

He was the husband of Mary 
(Rynn) Fink. Born in Provi
dence, a son of Ruth (Berstein) 
Fink of Warwick and the late 
Nathan Fink, he lived most of 
his life in Rhode Island. 

He had been in business with 
his father for many years before 
he started HVF in 1983. He was 
a graduate of Hope High 
School, and attended the Uni
versity of Alabama for two 
years. 

Besides his wife and mother, 
he leaves a sister, Linda A. Fink 
of Warwick; a brother, Edward 
P. Fink of Cranston; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 12 in Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was private. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to your favorite 
charity. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by Sug
arman-Sinai Memorial Chapel. 

EDITH B. FISHMAN 
PROVIDENCE - Edith B. 

(Phillips) Fishman, 85, of Ben
efit Street, a retired bookkeeper, 
died Jan. 10 at Hallworth 
House. 
. She was the wife of the late 

Irving Fishman. Born in 
Gardner, Mass., a daughter of 
the late Maurice and Anna 
(Maurino) Phillips, she was a 
resident of Rhode Island since 
childhood. 

She was a graduate of the 
former Bryant & Stratton Busi
ness College. She was a book
keeper at American Universal 
Insurance Co. for 12 years be
fore retiring. 

She was a lifelong member 
of the Chopin Club and a devo
tee of opera and classical mu
sic. 

She leaves a son, Arthur 
Fishman of St. Louis, Mo.; a 
daughter, Janice Miller, and a 
sister, Mildred Schuster, both of 
Cranston; and three grandchil
dren. She was the sister of the 
late Carlton Phillips. 

The funeral and burial was 
private. 

In lieu of flowers, contribu
tions may be made to 
Hallworth House, 66 Benefit 
St., Providence, R.I. 02904. The 
family was assisted with the 
arrangements by Sugarman-Si
nai Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope 
St., Providence. 

LILLIAN GOLDSTEIN 
PROVIDENCE - Lillian 

Goldstein, 87, of Borden Street, 
a retired buyer and bookkeeper, 
died Jan. 13 at Steere1House. 

Born in Providence, a 
daughter of the late Jacob and 
Etta Oacobson) Goldstein, she 
returned to Providence three 
years ago after living in 
Warwick for 10 years. She had 
previously lived in Cranston 
and Providence. 

She was a former buyer for 
Neighborhood Dress Shops, 
Providence and East Green
wich, and a bookkeeper at Tif
fany Wigs, Cranston, for many 
years before retiring. 

She was a past president and 
member of the Shalom Apart
ments Tenants Association, and 
a member of Hadassah. She 

When You Have Questions, 
Call Us. 

If you are one of many people who have never arranged 
a funeral, you may have a lot of questions on your mind. 

How much does a funeral cost? What options do I have 
in planning the kind of funeral to be held? How many of 
the details will the funeral director take care of? 

We are here to help. And an important part of helping is 
giving you straight and honest answers to your questions 
about funerals. 

When you have questions, come by or call us . No obli
gation, of course. 

Your Only Local Family-Owned Jewish Funeral Home 

~~~;·~ 
Michael 0 . Smith, R.E. 
Member National and Rhode Is land 

1100 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 

Tel.: 463-7771 
Toll-free: 1-877-463-7771 
Pre-Need Pro rams Available Funeral Directors Associations 

was an avid golfer, and a long
time member of the Potowomut 
Golf Club. 

She leaves three nephews, 
Gerald S. Goldstein of Cranston, 
Dennis B. Goldstein of Oakland, 
Calif., and Dr. Norman J. Snow 
of Shaker Heights, Ohio; and a 
niece, Lynda Steinberg of 
Bedford, Mass. She was the sis
ter of the late Marion Snow and 
Joseph H. Goldstein. 

A graveside service was held 
Jan. 15 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. In lieu of flow
ers, contributions may be made 
to the Alzheimer's Unit at Steere 
House, 100 Borden St., Provi
dence. The family was assisted 
with the arrangements by the 
Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

SYLVIA HERSHKOWITZ 
PROVIDENCE - Sylvia 

Hershkowitz, 85, of Smith 
Street, a retired administrative 
assistant, died Jan. 10 at Miriam 
Hospital. 

She was the wife of the late 
Jack Hershkowitz. Born in 
Brooklyn, the daughter of the 
late Hyman and Rivka (Richter) 
Smolowitz, she had lived in 
New York City before moving 
to Rhode Island in 1997. 

She was the administrative 
assistant to the dean of New 
York City Technical College for 
more than 20 years. 

She was the past president of 
United Order of True Sisters, a 
charitable organization in New 
York City, a Girl Scout leader, 
and a volunteer teacher of En
glish as a Second Language. 

She leaves a daughter, 
Roberta Berrien of Providence; 
a brother, Joe Small in Florida; 
and two grandchildren. She was 
the sister of the late Norman, 
Henry, Ben and Sidney Small. 

A funeral service was held 
Jan. 12 at Sugarman-Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Den
nis (Mass.) Town Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Boston Health 
Care for the Homeless, 729 Mass 
Ave., Boston, Mass., 02118. The 
family was assisted with the ar
rangements by the Sugarman
Sinai Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

ROSALYN JACOBSON 
PROVIDENCE - Rosalyn 

Jacobson, 80, of Summit Medi
cal Center, North Main Street, 

by Michael D. Smith F.D./R.E. 
Shalom Memorial Chapel 

This week's questions involve some of the 
questions that children most frequently ask. 

Will Mom or Dad die or will I die, too? 
When children experience the death of some

one close to them, they tend to question their 
own mortality and that of other close family 
members, especially their parents. A simple and 
honest answer is: everything that lives will 

eventually die. You might want to add that most people in 
the United States can expect to live well into their 70s or 80s 
and some people will live to be 100 years old or more. 

How does a person get to heaven? 
To answer this question, you need to distinguish between 

what happens to the body and what some people believe 
happens to the soul. After a person is buried, someone might 
say, "Now he's / she's up in heaven." A child might respond 
to this statement by looking down at the grave, looking up at 
the sky, and asking, "How did he / she get up there if we just 
buried him / her in the ground?" Part of the answer is, "His/ 
her body is buried in the ground, and it will remain there 
forever." How you answer the other half of the question 
"What happens to the soul?" depends upon your personal 
beliefs. Judaism teaches that the soul returns to G-d. 

Where are his or her legs? 
When children are given the opportunity to view a loved 

one in the casket before the funeral service, they see the body 
from the waist up because only the top half of the casket is 
opened. If the child asks to see the deceased person's legs, 
explain that they are still attached to the body and are lo
cated in the lower half of the casket. If a child asks to touch 
the body in order to find out what a deceased person "feels" 
like, allow him or her to touch the person very carefully. A 
child may ask why the skin is cold. Explain that the body 
turns cold when blood stops flowing through it. 

These questions are very normal and are to be expected. 
Be very honest with your answers. Children appreciate hon
esty from an adul t. They will understand simple and direct 
answers to these questions. Funeral directors and clergy have 
most answers to these types of questions at your disposal. If 
you are unsure of something, ask your director or clergy. 

Questions are welcomed and encouraged. Send your ques
tions to: "Ask The Director," c/ o Shalom Memorial Chapel, 
1100 New London Ave., Cranston, RI 02920, phone: 463-7771, 
e-mail: <shalomchapel@aol.com> or write The Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald, P.O. Box 6063, Providence, Rl 02940. 

Michael D. Smith is a licensed funeral director and owner of 
Shalom Memorial Chapel. 

Providence, and formerly of 
Concord Avenue, a retired sales 
clerk, died Jan. 14 at the center. 

She was the wife of the late 
Jack Jacobson. Born in Provi
dence, a daughter of the late 
Abraham and Tillie (Siegel) 
Kaplan, she had lived in Cran
ston for 43 years before moving 
to Providence seven months 
ago. 

She was a graduate of Cen
tral High School, Providence, 
Class of 1937. 

She worked as a retail clerk 
at the former New York Lace 
Store, Pawtucket for eight years, 
until her marriage in 1947. She 
later was a sales clerk at the 
former Outlet department store 
in Garden City, Cranston, until 
retiring in the 1970s. 

A lif-elong member of Hadas
sah, she volunteered in the 
organization's thrift store. 

She was a member since 1957 
of the former Cranston Jewish 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Jewish Community of Rhode Island 
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~ Member of the Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
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Obituaries 
(Continued from Page 18) 

Center, now Temple Tora! 
Yisrael, where she sang in the 
choir. 

Sh e leaves two sons, Bob 
JacobsonofBaltimore, Md., and 
David Jacobson of New York 
City; two brothers, M orto n 
Kaplan of Pittsfi eld, Mass., and 
Lloyd Kaplan of Providence; a 
grandson; and several njeces 
and nephews. She was the sis
ter of the late Rita Stein. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan . 16 in Shalom Memoria l 
Chapel, 1100 New London Ave., 
Cranston. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. In lieu 
of flowers, contribu tions in her 
memory may be made to the 
Camp Jori Scholarsrup Fund, or 
your fa vorite charity. Arrange
ments were by Shalom Memo
r ial Chapel. 

BENJAMIN A. 
ROSENSTEIN 

PROVIDENCE - Benjamin 
A. Rosenstein, 92, of Seventh 
Street, a retired buyer and direc
tor of p lanning, died Jan. 7 at 
Memorial Hospital of Rhode Is-
land . , . 

H e was the husband of the 
late Sylvia (Snow ) Rosenstein. 
Born in Providence, a son of the 
late Samuel and Ida Rosenstein, 
he was a li felong resident of the 
city. 

He was the buyer and direc
tor of planning for 38 years at 
the form er C ity H all Store, 
Providence, and a buyer fo r 
RaHroad Salvage Stores of Con
necticu t for 15 years. 

He was a life member of the 
Touro Fraternal Association and 
a former member of Temple 
Emanu-El. 

H e leaves two d augh te rs, 
Linda Desmond of Providenc~ 
a nd Joa n Sandma n of 
Framingham, Mass., and two 
grand chi ldren . H e was the 
brother of the late Pa uli ne 
Rothma n, Lill ian Greenberg 
and Rose Rosner. 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 11 in Suga rman-Sinru Me
mori al Chapel, 458 H ope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 
The family was assisted with 
the arrangements by Sugarman
Sinru Memorial Chapel. 

SARAH R. WHITE 
WAR WICK - Sar ah R. 

(Gold ) White, 96, of Shalom 
Drive, Warwick, a retired sales
woman, died -Jan . 10 in PhHip 
Hulitar Hospice Center, Provi
dence. 

She was the wife of the late 
Allen E. White. Born in Russia, 
a daughter of the late Barney 
and Rose Gold, she had lived in 
Brookline, Mass., for 60 years 
before moving to Warw ick six 
years ago. 

She w as a saleswoman at the 
former C. Crawford Hollidge 
Specialty Store, Boston, for 35 
years, and at Lord & Taylor in 
Boston for 25 years, retiring 19 
years ago. 

At the age of 74, she was 
nam ed Employee of the Year at 
Lord & Taylor. 

She was a m ember o f the 
New England Sinai H ospi tal 
Women's Association, and the 
Shalom Tenants Association. 
She was named the Shalom 
Apartments' Mother of the Year 
in 1998. 

She leaves a daughter, Joan 
Geffin of Warwick, three grand
chHdren and three great-grand
children. 

A gravesjde service was held 
Jan. 11 in Sharon (Mass.)Memo
rial Park. In lieu of fl owers, con
tributions in her memory may 
be made to Hospice Care of R.I. 
Arran gements were by Shalom 
Memo ri al Chapel, 1100 New 
London Ave., Cranston. 

HENRIETTA WISHNEVSKY 
CRANSTON - H enri e tta 

(Weinbaum) Wishnevsky, 92, of 
O ak law n Avenue, a re tired 
nurse and former beauty-parlor 
owner, rued Jan. 14 at home. 

She was the wife of the late 
Samuel Wishnevsky. Bo rn in 
Providence, a daughter of the 
late Barnet and Anna (Rosen
feld ) Weinbaum, she lived in 
Providence ~or most of her [jfe, 
She moved to Cranston 28 years 
ago. 

She was the proprietor of the 
fo rmer Dutcrue's Beau ty Parlor 
of Providence for many years. 
She later worked as an operat
ing-room nurse at Mfriam H os-

. pita!, Providence, before retir
ing in the 1960s. 

She leaves a dau gh te r, 
Beverly E. Bazar of Cranston; 
four grand child ren; 11 great
grandchild ren; anc;! two great
great-grandchildren . She was 
th e s iste r of the late Max, 
Abra h am and Morri s Wein
baum, Lena Cha irifson and 
Helen "Dutchie" Blau.' 

The funeral service was held 
Jan. 16 in the Sugarman-Sinai 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 
In lieu of fl owers, contributions 
may be made to Dayna A. Bazar 
Scholarsrup Fund, c/ o Rhode 
Island College. The famj[y was 
assisted with the arrangements 
by Sugarman-Sinai Memorial 
Chapel. 

Reform Jewish Movement - · -
(Continued from Page 1) 

sen to have a policy that excludes none of the three Reform syna
gays from membersrup, so there gogues in Rhode Island house 
is a direct confli ct ." Rabbi Boy Scout troops. 
Rosenberg continued to say that "Our issue is a matter of prin
although th e na ti onal Reform ciple," he said. ''We are not go
movement has no power to del- ing to support an issue that is d ia
ega te fo r indi vidual congrega- metrica lly opposed to [Reform 
tions, it is a moot point because Judaism]." 
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FEATURE 
Local Students Honored -- CAT SITTING 

(Continued from Page 7) EAST SIDE CAT SITTING SERVICE -
"Loving Care When You Can't Be There" 
References. (401 ) 272-0557. 2/22/01 self and others is v ital, espe

cially for children, who are the 
m ost vulnerable m embers of 
our society. A seed of self-re
spect planted in a chHd will reap 
a harvest of self-confidence and 
acruevement in an adult. 

Whether showing a young 
Scout how to safely extinguish 
a campfi re, or spending extra 
time at the Salvation Army to 
help a chHd from a rusadvan
taged home learn a new skill, I 
try to make chHdren feel valued 
and valuable. The smile on a 
chi ld's face w hen he accom
plishes a task and the knowl
edge that I have helped that 
child to acrueve rus goal 1s my 
greatest reward . For trus reason, 
I plan to become either a child 
psychiatrist or a teacher and 
help ch ildren to reach their fu ll 
po tenti al by finding s trength 
wi trun themselves. 

Through my communi ty ser
vice work, I have also learned 
that bettering the lives of oth
ers transcends race, creed and 
color. I am Jewish and assist my 
rabbi in Sunday School, but 
much of my community service 
has been at the Salvation Army, 
a Christian organization. Volun
teering has taught me that when 
inruviduals work harmoniously 
toward a common goa l, such 
dis tincti ons become unimpor
tant. 

While each of my commu
nity service activities has added 
to my development as a leader, 

BJERI Trip 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Rich Walter, and was stalled by 
Wend y Garf-Lipp, Na than 
Ya muder, Marla Dansky, and 
Lily Rabinoff-Goldman. They 
were all responsible for making 
the trip such a great success. 
This was my second time par
t icipating in the trip a nd I 
couldn' t wait to return this year. 
Our Rhode Island Jewish com
munity is lucky to have won
derful lead ers and programs 
like these for Jewish youth. 

I encou rage any Jewish teen 
that reads trus article to go on, 
trus wonderful trip because ljfe 
isn' t about getting gifts on H a
nukkah and about good grades, 
it's about helping people who 
need it most and giving them 
the too ls to succeed . Maim
onides, the grea t Jewish phi
losopher, ta ugh t u s tha t the 
rughest form of Tzedakah was 
to make someone self-sufficient. 
One of our favorite slogans in 
Pruladelprua was, "If you give 
a man a fish, he eats for a day, 
teach a man how to fish, he eats 
for a lifetime!" The Philadelphia 
trip was a wonderful trip that 
has inspi red me to continue 
working to make the world a 
better place. 

Zachan; Lichaa is a 14-year-old 
fresh man at Barrington High 
School. Zach is active in many Jew
ish youth groups and is a student at 
the Harry Elkin Mid-rasha Com-
1111t11ity High School of the Burea1t 
of Jewish Ed1t cation of Rhode Island. 
For more information abo1tt teen 
trips and programs offered by the 
BJE/RJ, contact Rich Walter, direc
torafteen edu cation at 331-0956 or 
<rwal ter@bjeri.org>. 

my Boy Scout experience is the 
cornerstone of tha t growth . 
From Tenderfoot to Eagle, each 
successive rank brought an in
creased level of responsibility. 
During m y Eag le p roject, in 
wruch I led 37 scouts and adults 
in restoring a neglected 19th 
cen tury cemetery, I learned that 
leadersrup is not about telling 
people wh at to do but rather 
about showing respect for indi
viduals, setting a good example, 
and motivating others to meet 
new challenges. 

I also applied my leadersrup 
skills, empathy and respect for 
others to my work at the Salva
tion Army, the To u ro Syna
gogue Sunday School and New
port Hospital. One of my fo nd
est memori~s at the hospita l is 
of a very sick, elderly gentleman 
who kept asking me to come 
back. As I sa t and listened to 
rum tell stories about rus expe
riences during World War II, I 
realized that even though I was 
only one person, I had made a 
difference in that man's qua]j ty 
of life. My growth as a leader 
came full cycle when I was fo r
tunate enough to be chosen as 
member of the Youth in Pru lan
thropy Board w here I used the 
knowledge I had gained as a 
volunteer to help evaluate and 
award grants for community 
projects. 

I look fo rward to continuing 
my volunteer work in my senior 
year, a t college and beyond. I 
would be honored to be a Fein
stein Scholar because the pro
gram exemplifies my goa l of 
leading a li fe dedicated to com
muni ty service, philanth ropy 
and inspired leadersrup. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YOKEN, PROFESSIONAL DISC 
JOCKEY, BAR/BAT MITZVAH SPE
CIALIST. Package includes-2 dancers/ 
facilitators for both teens and adults, New 
York light show, candle-lighting ceremony 
and dance contests. Fall River (508) 679-
1545, Boston Party Planners #1 Choice. 

2/15/01 

GENERAL HELP WANTED 

WORK FROM HOME $25 · $75/hr. 1-800-
387-8623. www.LearnWealth.com 

1/25/01 

JOBS WANTED 

WILL CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE, 
- Light housekeeping. Call 431-1043 
anytime. 1/25/01 

PIANOS 

BABY GRANDS - Spectacular savings 
on new and pre-owned Yamaha's. Also 
the Disklavier the piano that plays itself 
and now sings. Sale ends 1/31 /01. Call 
(401) 353-3800 or on the web: lucamusic. 
com. 1/25/01 

WANTED 

SILVERPLATE AND STERLING trays, 
pitchers, tea sets, etc. Doesn't have to be 
polished. (781 ) 344-6763. 2/22/01 

Send Classbox Correspondence to: 
Class Box No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

A.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cosl $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804(c) of 
title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwelling,'housing ac
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

YOU'Hl UAVING? 
TAKE TIME TO LET US KNOW. WHENEVER AND 

WH EREVER YOU GO, WE WANT YOU TO TELL US. 
TELL US - NOT THE POST OFFICE. 

THEY DON'T TELL US EVERYTHING, YOU KNOW! 

Call 724-0200 
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CIASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3,00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 
No. Words Date(s) Run _______ _ 

To include a box numbe r, send an additional $ 5 .00. All respo n ses 
will b e m a iled to the H erald via box num b er, a nd forwarde d t o clas
s i f ie d advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear 
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The Dream Continues 
The Robert L. Bailey School Children's Chorus sang at a Jan. 12 celebration honoring Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., and the third anniversary of the R.I. Civil Rights Roundtable at the 
Community College of Rhode Island, Providence. For more information about the celebration 
and Roundtable, see page 14. HeraldphotobyLukeO'Neill 

\ Spiritual Poems Sought 
A $1,000 grand prize is being offered in a special religious poetry contest sponsored 

by New Jersey Rainbow Poets, free to everyone. There are 28 prizes in all totaling more 
than $3,000. 

To enter, send one poem only of 21 lines or less to: Free Poetry Contest, PMB70, 103 
N. Wood Ave., Linden, NJ 07036. Or enter on-line at <www.freecontest.com>. 

The deadline for entering is Feb. 17. Poems may be written on any subject, using any style, 
as long as there is a spiritual inference. A typical poem might be a love poem, or nature poem, 
one that inspires. AU entrants will receive ij winner's list. 

Patricia and Russell 
Fleischman Center Opens 

at Hadassah Hospital 
Women's Health A New Focus 

The launch of a multi-disci
plinary women's health center 
at Hadassah Hospital, Mt. 
Scopus, marks an exciting new 
chapter in education, treatment 
and research at one of the 
world's most renowned medi
cal centers. Made possible by a 
bequest from Patricia and 
Russell Fleischman of Naples, 
FJa., the new center offers a 
comprehensive, integrated ap
proach to women's heal th is
sues, particularly those related 
16 midlife changes. Hormone 
replacement therapy, bone den
sity, heart health, urogenital 
problems, nutrition, aesthetic 
surgery and sexuality are 
among the patient concerns that 
will be addressed through the 
program's gender-specific 
medical model. 

"In the beginning, G-d cre
ated man, and made a woman 
from man' s rib. We had to get 
to the year 2000 for the medical 
establishment to notice that we 
were different," said Bonnie 
Lipton, national president of 
Hadassah, the Women's Zionist 
Organization of America. "The 
Patricia and Russell Fleischman 
Women's Health Center will set 
new standards for women's 
health and healing in Israel." 

A unique synthesis of con
ventional and holistic medical 
treatment for women will be 
offered at the Fleischman Cen
ter, addressing education and 
prevention as well as treatment. 
" It has been established that 
women have different medical 
needs than men, and that a 
woman's body reacts differently 
when confronted with similar 
medical conditions," notes Pro
fessor Drorit Hochner, director 
of the Fleischman Center. ''But 
until recently, many subjects re
lated to women's health were 
only discussed in whispers. We 
hope that the establishment of 
this program will foster candid
ness in discussing the issues, 
and speed in seeking medical 
advice." 

Israel's Minister of Health 
recen tly declared women ' s 
heal th the number one heal th 
priority in Israel. "The establish
ment of the Fleischman Center," 
comments Minister of Health 
Roni Milo, "will surely contrib
ute to Hadassah Medical 
Center 's outstanding record in 
research, education and treat
ment. And its emphasis on con
sciousness-raising and healthy 
living should provide a new 
model of lifetime health." 
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