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- The Sole Survivors-
A Conversation with 

Abe and Freda umdau 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 

w ithin me_ The 
stories that H olo

truck a nd was shot by the Na
zis . Abe would be witness to 
ma ny o ther horrible experi
ences o f d eath a nd murder 
while in the camps. He was the 
only member of his fa mily to 
survive the Holocaus t. 

li ves close to the Landaus a nd 
doesn' t speak about his experi
ence, they are the only survi
vors of the Holocaust in New 
Bedford. 

Abe is the only survivor in 
town to speak in public and 

Abe and Freda Landau's has been doing so fo r I t'sas ifthestory, their words, 
the memories are imprinted 

caus t surv ivors ,-----
more than 20 years. 
"After I saw a nd heard 
·the Eichma nn tria l, 
I d ecided I was less 
s hy abou t ta lk ing 
about the Holocaust. 
Someone has to go 
out and tell the truth." 
He speaks to school 
classes, church groups, 
synagogues, nursing 
homes and numerous 
other organizationsal
most d aily. 

have shared with me 
are never forgotten, 
a nd I believe anyone 
who has met a sur
vivor of the Nazi 
a trocities would say 
the same, you can' t 
forget. 

I was a bout 17 
when I met, for the 
fi rst time, in person, 
a survivor of the Ho
loca us t a nd I can 
still see her sitting in 
front of m e. I was 
well prepared with 
new tape recorder, 
notebook and pens. 
I didn' t need to write 
the interview ques
tions because I had 
already memorized 
them. 

She sa t and shared 
her terrifying experi
e nces w ith me for 
over an hour_ I was 
almost in tears, but I 
held them back. I 
scrambled to write 
down her every word 
and I co,11ldn' t help 
but stare a little too. I 
thought I was pre
pared , wi th all of the testi
monial films my professor lent 
to me, and by the many books I 
had already read . But nothing 
and no one could prepare me for 
what I was listening to. 

After she left the room, I left 
the tape recorder on and re
corded a few priva te thoughts, 
followed by a trail of tears and 
sobbing. I would meet many 
other survivors after this woman 
and their s tories were just as 
amazing a nd profound_ How
ever, I learned to "toughen up-" 
I found the tears gave me direc
tion and these wonderful and 
extraordinary people were some 
of the grea te·s t teachers, a nd 
fri ends, whom anyone could 
ever be taught. 

Recently ]· spoke with Abe 
Landau and his wife, Fred a, 
both survivors ofthe H olocaust. 
I prepared myself a t their din
ing room table a nd we began to 
ta lk. They were very open 
abou t ta lking about their war
time experiences. Abe was 12 
when a convoy brought him to 
a concentration cam p for im
prisonment. H e wa tched in 
horror as his mother chased the 

The man w ho sur
vived 14 concentra
tion and fo rced-labor 
camps is s till hand
some and energeti c 
and his wife, a survi
vor of Auschwitz and 
Bergen-Belsen, is s till 
beautiful and gracious. 
Abe and Freda, mar
ried for more than 50 
years, are still in love. 
The Nazis may have 
stolen and killed their 
fa mili es, but they 

did no t s tea l this 
couple's cour
age, drea ms 
a nd d etermi
nation. 

r-()RGO~TEN 

Two yea rs 
ago the couple 
agreed to make 
two 3½-hour 

Freda, originally from Po
land, was only 11 when she and 
he r mother w ere put into 
Bergen-Belsen. For more than 5 
years she also witnessed starva
tion, sickness and dea th. Two 
days after liberation her mother 
died . "I had seen so much, but I 
didn' t know anything about the 
world," said Freda, "The best 
years of my life were spent in a 
concentration camp." 

After the camps were liber
ated, the couple met and mar
ried in Hanover, Germany. In 
1946, they left Europe and be
gan a new life in New Bedford. 
"We had G-d and each other," 
added Freda. For 42 years the 
couple ran and owned a tailor
ing and clothing business to
gether. Abe was also a trained 
ca ntor and performed as a can
tor throughout the eastern half 
of the United States. "During 
the '50s there were more of us 
here," said Abe, referring to sur
vivors, " then some couldn' t 
make it here and slowly, they 
began to leave." Today, aside 
from a nother gentlema n who 

tapes for Steven 
Spielberg's Shoah Foundation 
Video Library. 'They were here 
for 12 hours," said Freda, "and 
we each had to make our own 
tape. ltwas very longand tiring, 
but we're glad we did it." The 
couple will be among the thou
sands of others who have also 
shared their experiences on 
video and have added to one of 
the largest Holocaust survivors 
testimony collections in the 
world. 

However, their most recent 
contribution to Holocaust testi
mony comes in a different form, 
that of marble and grani te. Just 
two months ago, the dedication 
of New Bedford's first Holo
caust Memorial was made. The 
Landaus fought for more than 
10 years to have the monument 
constructed . Tod ay it s ta nds 
proudly among the tall trees in 
Buttonwood Park. "Everyone 
sees it as they pass by," said Abe 
with pride. "At firs t, it was ex
tremely difficult to gain sup
port for this project," said Abe. 

(Continued on Page 20) 

Jerusalem Expansion 
Plan Spurs Criticism 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM QT Al-Israel's 

d ecision to expand its capital 
ci ty has prompted a new inter
national dispute over the s ta tus 
of Jerusalem. 

The PalestinianAuthority,as 
well as the United States and 
Israel's closest allies in the Arab 
world, criticized the move as a 
provocative act that could d eal 
a nother blow to the long-stalled 
peace process. 

But a primary moti vation for 
the move- to boost Jerusalem's 
economy - has nothing to do 
with the peace process, say Is
raeli offi cials, who sought to 
make a dis tinction between eco
nomic and political issues re
garding Jerusalem. 

''I'm afraid to say there has 
been a deliberate campaign to 
try to distort our d ecision," Is
raeli Prime Minis ter Benjamin 
Netanyahu told a news confer
ence. The Cabinet's d ecision 
"has no political implications 
whatsoever either in Jerusalem 
or outside of Jerusalem." 

The premier's remarks fol
lowed the Cabinet's decision to 
crea te an umbrella municipal
ity for the greater Jerusalem area, 
w hich would include such com
munities as Givat Ze'ev a nd 
Ma'aleh Adumim, which are in 
the West Bank. 

The proposal, d rawn up by a 
government committee in a bid 
to s trengthen the economic de
velopment of the capital, also 
includes annexa tion of land and 
suburban communities west of 
the capital within Israel proper. 
This fact has sparked sharp op
position from Jewish residents 
of those areas. 

According to the Cabinet de
cision, eight main points were 
addressed in the plan: 

• Widening the city's juris
diction, to annex outlying com
munities west of the capital. Fol
lowing sharp protests from resi
dents of Mevasseret Zion, a sub
urb of Jerusalem, the commu
nity was excluded from the plan. 

• Creation of an umbrella, or 
"supe r-muni cipa lity," tha t 
would provide service·s fo r ad
ditional communities, including 
some located in the West Bank, 
in such areas as planning and 
building. 

• Encouraging development 
of a high-tech area to create jobs. 

• Offering housing benefits 
to reduce the current gap in 
prices between housing in 
Jerusalem and ·1ower-cost areas 
outside the city. 

• Improving train service 
between Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv. 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Students Travel to Israel 
The Bureau of Jewish Educa tion recently held its annual 

meeting at the Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island. 
During the meeti ng students w ho would be traveling to Israel 
this summer were awarded scholarships. Mark Ross (left) 
presents the Lillian and Sidney Ross Scholarship on behalf of 
his family to Joshua Rubin (right) who will spend the summer 
in Israel on Ramah Seminar. (See page 6). Pliotoco11 rtrsyo(BJE 
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HAPPENINGS 
Prospective Adoptive Parents Invited 

to Informational Meetings 
Adoption Options, the adoption p rogram of Jewish Family 

Service, offers regular informational meetings about adoption for 
anyone interested in exploring the choices. The meetings are held 
a t the office of Jewish Family Service, located on the second floor 
of the United Way building at229 Waterman St. in Providence. Call 
331-5437 for dates, times and registration. The meetings are free 
and open to anyone interested in pursuing an adoption. 

An Adoption Resource Center is also offered as a public service, 
making available to bir th paren ts, adoptive parents, potential 
adoptive parents, adop tees and professionals working with mem
bers of the adoptive community up-to-date, accurate information 
and resources in the form of videos, books, periodicals, magazines 
and Internet connections. For more informa tion abou t Adoption 
Opti o ns a nd thei r ser v ices, log o nto their w ebs i te at 
<www.fsa net.org/-anadoptionoption>. 

Fourth of July Weekend Ends on a 
High Note With The 94th Army Band 
The 94th Army Band will take the stage a t Wa terplace Park at 7 

p .m. on July 6. A great way to end the Fourth of July weekend, the 
band has been heralded as one of the finest Army Reserve bands in 
today's Army. From a nthems full of pa triotic pride to Broadway, 
Big Ba nd and Dixieland the 94th Army Band wi ll fill Waterplace 
with rousing American music. 

The 94th Army Band presents a wide variety of music through 
the medium of four major performing ensembles. The rousing 
anthems of the marching band support mi litary ceremonies and 
instill a sense of military spiri t and pa triotic pride in listeners lining 
the streets in public parades. The concert band offers an exciting 
repertoire of traditional classical p ieces. Broadway and pop music, 
novelty selections and mili tary favorites. The stage band delights 
audiences with the music of the "Big Band Era" as it presents a 
musical journey through the 30s and 40s to the jazz and pop hits of 
today. 

The band was formed in 1947 and is presently under the 
direction of Chief Warrant Officer Kathryn M. Niemeasik who 
assumed command o f the unit in 1995. 

If you have an event you would like featured 
on our Happenings Page, please send it to 

the Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, R.I. 02940 

or fax ·to 726-5820. 

Join thousands 
of readers who 
know what's going 
on in the Rhode 
Island Jewish 
Community ... 

Timely features, local 
and social events, editorials 
and business profiles 
highlight every issue ... 
you also get special holiday 
and seasonal issues. 
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Calendar: July 2nd thru July 12th 
2 Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club Film Festival, 10 a .m. and 7 p .m . in Bohnen Vestry. 
3 Lifebeat's Picnic in Park Concerts, 7 to 11 p.m. at Waterplace Park, Providence. Call 751-

1177. 
Children's Festival, 10 a.m. to noon, Theatre-By-The-Sea, Matunuck, July 3, 10, 17, and 24. 
Call for schedule 782-8587. 
"ArtBloc" exhibit at Cranston Public Library, July 3 to 29. Free a nd open to public. Call 
943-9080. 
Bruce Decker exhibits landscape photographs of England and Georgia (U.S.S.R.) at 
Crans ton Public Library, July 3 to 31. Call 943-9080. 

4 July Fireworks Cruise, 7:30 to 10:30 p .m., Watch S. Ki ngstown fireworks a nd cruise Point 
Judi th Pond and Harbor of Refuge whi le enjoying music, Narragansett. Call 783-2954. 
72nd Arnold Mills July 4th parade and concert, 11 a.m., begins Cumberland / Attleboro 
line. Call 728-2400, ext. 28. 
212th Annual Bristol Fireman's Parade, 10:30 a .m., na tio.n's oldest 4th of Ju ly parade. Call 
253-0445. 

5 Providence Children's Museum Free Sunday (no admission). Sponsored by Bell Atlantic. 
Call 273-KIDS. 
5th annual Antique Auto Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p .m. at Sprague Park, Narragansett. Call 783-
5400. 

6 "Storytime with Susan - A Radio Show Just fo r Chi ld ren" Stories read from 6:30 to 7 p.m. 
WNRI 1380 AM. Children and parents can ca ll in requestingstorytime, club memberships, 
T-shirts, bookmarks, Happy Birthday, Get Well or just hello greeting. 
Hall of Fame Tennis Championships, July 6 to 12, Newport. Call 849-6053. 
Regional American Art, July 6 to 31. Discover 200 years of R.J. art tradition, Bert Gallery, 
Providence. Call 751-2628. 
Discover Camp Slater, July 6 to 10 fo r children in grades four to eight, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
at Slater Mi ll, Pawtucket. Call to register, 725-8638. 

7 Newport Historical Society " Around the Kitchen Table" lecture series. July 7th program 
fea tures "Ita lians" at 7:30 p.m. Call 846-0813 for fu ll schedule. 
"Celebrate the Centu ry," U.S. Postal Service p resents fun history lesson for kids, learning 
through stamps at Providence Public Library, 10:30 a.m. to noon. Call 455-8102 to register. 
Providence Washington Plaza Lunchtime Concert Series, noon to 2 p .m., South Main 
Street. July 7, 14, and 21. Call 751-1177. 
The Astor Ball, 8 p .m. Recrea tion of a small Victorian Ball at Astor's Beechwood , July 7, 
14, 21, and 28, Newport. Call 846-3772. 

8 Barrington Library summer slide travelogues begin July 8 to Aug. 26, 7:30 p.m., Wednes
day evenings. Call 247-1920. 
Social Seniors of Warwick meeting, 1 p.m. at Tem ple Am David, Warwick. Bill Greco wi ll 
entertain. 

9 New Bedford Whaling Museum lecture "Hen Friga tes: Merchant Women at Sea" by Joan 
Durett, 8 p .m. Call (508) 997-0046, ext. 24. 
Moonlight Cruise on a glass-bottom boat. Cruise on the "Night Heron" through Pt. Judith 
Pond a nd Snug Harbor Marina, S. Kingstown. Call 783-9977. 

10 Sunset Hike with Llamas. Hike through forest trails with llamas, Cumberland. Call to 
reserve 334-1873. 
Newport Flower Show Preview Cocktail Party, 6 to 8 p .m. Fund-raising preview cocktail 
party to kick off annual flower show a t Rosecliff. Call to reserve 847-1000, ext. 120. 
30th annual Newport M us ic Festival, July 10 to 26 at Newport ma nsions. Call for 
complete schedule, 846-1133. 

11 Garden Day, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., ta lks and walks in the garden, harvesting, food preparing, 
herbs and their uses at Coggesha ll Farm Museum, Colt State Park, Bristol. Call 253-9062. 
Waterfire Providence, 8:20 p.m., 70 bonfires illuminate the waters of Providence River 
accompanied by rhythmic music. Call 272-3111. 
36th annual Wickford Art Festival, July 11 and 12, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; fine arts juried show 
featuring more than 250 artis ts from around the country and the world, Wickford Vi llage. 
Call 294-6840. 

12 Women Sharing Strength, 10 a.m. to5 p .m.; music fest, holistic hea lth fair, craft show, food 
and more for Women's Resource in South County Old Mountain Field, Kingston. Call 792-
3635. 
Summer Concerts By the Ba,y, 7 p.m. a t Blithewold Mansion and Gardens, Bristc,l. Call 
253-2707. 
Sunday Storytelli!lg Safaris, 1:30 p.m. Children's entertainers lead kids on learning safari 
every Sunday throughout Roger Williams Pa rk Zoo. Call 785-3510. 

A Show of Pastels 
Work by students in Barbara Morton's Barrington Community School pastel class will be fea tured 

a t the Barrington Public Library during the month of July. Pastels are called paintings rather than 
drawings because, although no paint is used, the colors are applied in masses ra ther than lines. The 
medium used is a colored crayon that consists of pigment mixed with just enough of a binder to hold 
it together. Modern pastel painting came of age in Paris in the 1720s. Pastel work was made popular 
by the Venetian painter Rosalba Carriera. Among other masters of the pastel form, Edgar Degas 
produced outstanding pastels. The adult students from Morton's class who will be exhibition their 
work include: Gladys Sandlar, Gustav Szabo, Deborah Whitman and Elaine Taylor. 

For more information, call 247-1920. 
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Survivor Couple Gives Torah to New England Rabbinical College 
by Emily Torgan-Shaiansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
On May 5, 1945, after Allied 

forces s tormed a train carrying 
him and his fellow Auschwitz 
inmates towards Buchenwald, 
Henry Abramowitz bowed his 
head and thanked G-d for the 
sacred gift of life. 

Decad es la ter, after living in 
Providence for49 years, Abramo
witz and his wife, Rose, also a 
survivor, remembered that sa
cred gi ft by giving another, that 
of a Torah to the New England 
Rabbinica l College, a Provi
dence-based,Orthodoxschool of 
higher Jewish lea rning. 

As some 300 people recently 
ga thered at the Providence He
brew Day School to celebrate 
the completion of new Scrolls of 
the Law and welcome them into 
the community, Abramowitz 
was alternately jubilant and in
trospective. 

"I lost my whole family to 
Hitler, as did my wife, and we 
do not have children," explained 
Abramowitz, 79, of his gesture. 
"I put their names on the Torah 
cover, and they will always be 
there. That way, whenever the 
Torah is taken out, their names 
will be remembered, not forgot
ten." 

While Klezmer music played 
and the animated crowd 
laughed and chatte d , 
Abramowitz and Rabbi Eliezer 
Gibber, president of the New 
England Rabbinical College, dis
played the midnight blue velvet 
cover crea ted to protec t the firs t 

Torah the college has owned in 
its 14-year his tory. 

Rabbi Gibber translated the 
Hebrew letters embroidered 
acrnss the front. 

"A gi ft to New England Rab
binical College from Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry a nd Rose 
Abramowitz," he read . "To the 
memory of the souls of their 
parents and all of their family 
members who passed away and 
were murdered in sanctifica tion 
of G-d 's name." 

Remembrance merged with 
a nticipa tio n as Tora h Scribe 
Rabbi Binyamin Spi ro fill ed in 
the final le tters of the Scrolls of 
the Law, which had been writ
ten by a scribe in Israel. Flash
bulbs exploded and long lines 
o f men in black clothes ap
prl) ac he d the ne wl y-inked 
parchment until Rabbi Spiro fi
nally laid down his quill. 

The speaker who then as
cended thepodium spoke ofthe 
connections between the pain 
of the Holocaust and the belief 
in Torah that has underscored 
the Abramowitzes' lives. 

"This is indeed a unique 
simcha," said Rabbi Herman 
Neuberger, vice president of the 
Neer Israel Rabbinical College 
of Baltimore. "Someone who 
came from the old country, who 
was able to survive, saw a need 
to continue this life, the essence 
ofour being, by continuingSafer 
Torah. It' s a beautiful thought 
and d eed." 

Rabbi Yaakov Schanidma n, 
president of Yeshiva tsh Beth 

All is Kosher With 
Kaplan's Bakery 

After a lapse, RI V aad 
HaKashruth Certification 

is Restored 
by Emily Torgan-Shafansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
For some 22 years, Kaplan's 

Bakery on Hope Street has pro
vided Rhode Islanders with the 
same types of challahs, babkas, 
kichel and sisal breads that once 

cordance with the ancient laws 
of kashruth and under the su
perv ision o f the Vaad 
HaKashruth of Rhode Island. 

Lea ning over an enormous 
tray covered with pies, Kaplan 
admitted that his bakery's his
tory ofkashruthhad hardlybeen 
as smooth as the meringue he 
squeezed onto the pastries in 
front of him. 

BARRY KAPLAN puts the finishing touches on a batch of 
eclairs. Herald photo by Emily Torgan-Slralansky 

fed Eastern Eu rope's Jewish cul
ture a nd community. 

This month, longtime propri
etor Barry Kaplan has made a 
new commitment to preparing 
these old-world treats in an even 
more old-fashioned way - in ac-

"We were always kosher be
fore, but in the spring, we broke 
with the Va'ad for about two 
months," he said . "It was be
cause of certain circumstances, 
and it was no secret." 

(Continued from Page 20) 

HENRY ABRAMOWITZ with the newly completed Torah that he and his wife, Rose, donated to 
the New England Rabbinical College. Heraldphotoby EmilyTorgan-Shalansky 

Moshe in Scranton, Pennsylva
nia, then spoke of how Torah 
was created to guide the Jewish 
people through life's complica
tions. 

Next, Aryeh Gibber, a s tu
dent at the Rabbinical Acad
emy, presented a gleaming sil
ver Torah crown on behalf of 
the studen t bod y and loca l 
alumnae. 

When Rabbi Gibber rose to 
the podium to express his gra ti
tu de and joy, he sp oke of 
how the number ta ttooed on 
Abramowitz's arm had never 
darkened his Jewish fa ith. 

Rabbi Gibber brought the 
audience back to the time when 
Abramowitz had been forced to 
serve as night wa tchman in the 
hospital at Auschwitz. Then, it 
was his responsibility to tend to 
the needs of patients who were 
stacked on wooden bunks three 
and four high. 

One night, a s mall voice 
called out from a lower bunk, 
identifying itself as belonging 
to the rabbi of Krakow. 

'"I will not eat nOI'I-Kosher," 
the rabbi said to Abramowitz. 

"Will you get me a potato with 
rind and some black coffee?" 

Although Abramowitz then 
believed that the rabbi was in
sane for making such a request, 
he fulfilled it . 

After the rabbi took the food, 
he stared at the 97245 inscribed 
on Abramowitz's arm, and con
nected the digi ts to the numeri
·cal va lues assigned to the He
brew letters that spell the word 
"chai," or life. 

"This means that the Nazis 
have taken half of you r life, but 
you will survive,"' the rabbi told 
him. 

Shortly thereafter, Abramo
witz carried the rabbi 's body to 
the morgue and said Kaddish 
fo r him. Still, he kept his words 
inside. 

Next, Rabbi Gibber told of a 
survivor w ho had lost his faith 
during the horrors. His friends 
and family asked him to go to 
the great rabbi of Kloisenberg. 

"I'm unworthy,"' Rabbi Gib
ber recalled the man as saying. 
'"All the great ones perished, 
and only I survived ."' 

According to Rabbi Gibber, 
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the rabbi of Kloisenberg then 
agreed . 

" 'You' re right,' he said to the 
man," Rabbi Gibber repeated. 
"'The Nazis killed my wife and 
my nine children, and only I 
have remained .' The two men 
embraced and wept together." 

Rabbi Gibber then shared his 
own thoughts. 

"I beg the rabbi's forgiveness, 
but he was wrong," Rabbi Gib
ber sa id . "Millions of grea t fa
thers and lead ers perished, but 
He saw to it that there would be 
great people like Abramowi tz 
and his wife w ho would plant 
the seeds of rebirth and sa nctify 
the names of the d ead ." 

"The Torah is being donated 
as we call up to Abramo-witz,'' 
Rabbi Gibber called out to the 
buzzing crowd . ''The words of 
the rabbi will ri ng. Do not fo rget 
me, do not forget us, rebuild that 
which was destroyed .'' 

Hu gging the Tora h, 
Abramowitz was soon sur
rounded by a dancing crowd, 
and an exuberant procession 
toward the New England Rab
binical College began. 
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OPINION 

More to Hide Than Gold 
by Marvin Hier and 

Abraham Cooper F ormorethan50years,Swit
zerland has denied that 
they were Nazi Germany's 
bankers pf choice during 

the Second World War. Today, 
theirownindependentcommis
sion acknowledges that they 
plundered at least $444 million 
($4 billion in today's values) 
from the victims of Nazism. For 
more than half a century, this 
carefully nurtured lie was 
strengthened by the silent ac
quiescence of many govern
ments including our own, and 
every effort by outside agencies 
to expose the truth was repeat
edly rebuffed by the Swiss. Even 
when Sen. D' Amato, the World 
Jewish Congress a nd others 
forced the issue, the Swiss gov
ernment insisted that their cam
paign was also a vilification of 
the entire Swiss people, moti
vated by greed not justice.Sadly, 
because of intense pressure then, 
as now, that sentiment is also 
echoed by some Swiss Jews a nd 
others. 

Now the Swiss government 
is at it again, launching a so
phisticated damage control ef
fort to rnischaracterize the core 
findings of our report, A Survey 
of Nazi and Pro-Nazi Groups in 
Switzerland, J930-1945authored 
by his torian, Professor Alan 
Morris Schorn. The report breaks 
new ground on the question of 
Swiss government neutra lity 
during World War II. What has 
Schorn found in the Bern ar
chives that the Swiss prefer to 
ignore? 

flow ofJewish refugees into Swi t
zerland. He told them: " ... the 
Swiss people must learn what it 
means to have foreign Jews 
among us until they react to it 
with 'that's it, no more."' He then 
requested thattheSVV " ... work 
quietly with him in this task of 
enlightenment ... " But he cau-
tioned them, " ... disguise your 
help! Rabble-rousing rhetoric on 
your part only helps the opposi
tion." A few weeks later, Swiss 
customs officials received orders 
that no Jew could be eligible for 
political asylum, sealing the fa te 
of thousands. When the war 
ended , after the horrors of 
Auschwitz were known to the 
entire civilized world , van 
Steiger again net wi th the SVV 
on Jan. 26, 1946,confi rming that 
he had frequently given them 
"classified official secrets." 

This was no sma ll matter. He 
was no bureaucrat or ordinary 
banker who could argue that 
the origin of his gold bar was 
untraceable. He was a senior 
member of the governmen t 
sharing secret documents with 
an an ti -Semi ti c, extremist orga
nization. Does anyone believe 
that his was a rogue operation? 

Centeruncovered in the Library 
of Congress of pro-Nazi ralli es 
held in 1941 and 1942 in Basel, 
Zurich, Lucerne, Biel, Leysin -
with enormous swastika ban
ners and posters of Adolf Hitler 
- attended by thousand s .. 
Where was the. government to 
protect neutrality then? 

Our current report is not 
about Swiss democratic institu
tions of which there were many. 
It is about extremist groups and 
their influence on the govern
ment. It does not condemn the 
entire Swiss people during 
World War IL That would be 
unfair and untrue, and consti
tute a collecti ve gui lt for which 
Jews have suffered for more than 
2,000 years. 

According to the Swiss press, 
criti cs, incl ud ingSwiss Jews and 
even Simon Wiesenthal, have 
disagreed wi th aspects of the 
author's conclusions. That is 
their prerogative. But it is cru
cial to remember that some of 
those same critics felt similarly 
about the Nazi gold issue. Few 
believe that now. They know 
that when the Swiss government 
talks about a solidarity fou nda
tion, they are not acting as phi
lanthropists, but merely return
ing stolen property they plun
dered. 

Butevenmoreimportantthan 
the gold is the issue of hi stori c 
truth. And the most gelling thing 
about wartime Switzerland is 
that while the huma nitaria n 
Bucher was dishonored , van 
Steiger was rewarded with the 
presidencyofSwitzerland. There 
is something very troubling 
about that kind of neutrality. 

, *** 
Rabbi Marvin Hier is the 

founder and dean of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper is the associate dean. 

In Praise of Women 
by Velvel 'Wally' Spiegler 
As young men, corning of age, 

in the early '50s, conversation 
often emerged with my age
group concerning whose role in 
life was harder - men or 
women. The guys said the girls 
have it better. After all the girls 
didn't have to serve in the Army 
(there was a military draft in 
those days); they didn' t have to 
work to support a family and 
they didn' t have to face the com
petitive career world, if they 
didn' t want to. Feeling confi
dent in our conclusions, we 
boastfully presented our side to 
the gi rl s. "No way," they 
shrieked, "theguyshaveit much 
easier. We sit home until we' re 
ca lled for a date; we need cos
metics and high heels to entice 
men and we're rejected from 
choice schools and jobs just be
cause we' re women. 

Jewish tradition, too, has 
mixed feelings whenitcomes to 
the genders. On one hand 
women are celebrated on Fri
day evening with the hymn 
"Lecha Dodi," sung in the syna
gogue; the kind Ii ng of the Sha b
ba t cand les and therecitationof 
"Aishes Chayi l, A Women of 
Valor" from the book of Prov
erbs. Friday night belongs to 
women. On the other hand, ask 
any Jewish feminist and she' ll 
tell you about the degrading 
insertion for women in Birchat 
HaShachar, the morning bless
ings. She'll tell you about the 
Wa ter of Bitterness, a trial in 
Parshat Naso to de termine 
whether a suspec ted wife is 
guilty of adultery; as if there are 
not men who cheat. She'll go on 
to describe all the activities that 
are forbidden and how women's 
affairs were relega ted to house
hold duties, how a women's 
property is administered by her 
husband. Women are impure 

during their menstrual cycle for 
seven days and in the event of a 
discharge of semen, men are 
impure until evening (Lev. 
15:16-19). It's no wonder so 
many women get turned off to 
traditiona l Judaism yet Jewish 
tradition contains the authentic 
seeds of Jewish spirituality. 

Do we really praise women 
or do we treat them as second
ary citizens? Could this behav
ior have to do with some innate 
fear or jea lousy, mistrust or envy 
that causes men to enact laws 
against women? Perhaps it's a 
fear that men perceive as the 
mysterious aspects of women, 
something men can't possibly 
understand , something we 
might call the feminine mys
tique: the receptive, nurturing, 
intuitive and emotionally sensi
tive side of women. 

Changes in some synagogues 
have been made thanks to the 
demands of the Jewish feminis t 
movement. Many women now 
haveamoreequalshareinsyna
gogue pa rticipation. Is tha t 
enough? Wi II that bridge the gap 
between the ,1,exes or is it just 
sugarcoa ting? The issue goes 
deeper than just in the syna
gogue. It's something that is as 
old as civiliza tion itself. Men 
are biologically different, they 
know they have the physical ad
vantage. Their aggressiveness 
requires a need to be in control; 
they have always been the war
riors and the hunters. 

It's time that men take male 
initiative once more, recognize 
the differences between the 
sexes and become more respon
sible for the divergence that they 
themselves created. It's up to 
Jewish men to take control; this 
time to be a beacon to all the 
world that shines light on the 
split between men and women. 

(Continued on Page 19) 

ThatonOct.17, 1942-atthe 
height of the Nazi Holocaust
a senior cabinet minister and 
future president of Switzerland, 
Eduard van Steiger, held meet
ings in his office and conspired 
with an elitist anti-Semitic 
group, the Swiss Fatherland As
sociation (SVV) to "choke off in 
a most fundamenta l manner" the 

Then there were the medical 
teams sent by Switzerland to 
assist the Nazis on the Eastern 
Front. When one of the return
ing phys icia ns, Dr . Rudolf 
Bucher, attempted to speak out 
againstthemassmurderofJews 
he had witnessed in Smolensk, 
his case was brought before the 
Swiss Parliament on March 14, 
1944. There the senior govern
ment ministers unanimously 
joined in condemning him for 
violating Swiss neutrality and 
stripped him of his army com
mission, even though the tide of 
the war now favored the Allies. 
What was Bucher's crime? He 
was protesting genocide in the 
name of humanity. 

And what about the dozens 
of photographs the Wiesenthal Holding On To The Vision 
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opinions of this establishment. 

by Stanley F. Chyet 
The shadow of death hovers 

over parashat Chukat . (Numbers 
19:1-22:1) The parashah begins 
with the instructions for the 
ritual slaughter of a heifer and 
the necessity for purgation after 
contactwitha dead body. It con
cludes with the death of Aaron 
the High Priest and the slaugh
ter by the Israelites of the 
Bashanites. At its center is the 
end of a leader's patience 
with the people he was 
fated to lead . 

Moses' noble vision of 
theindependenceand the 
moral imagination tha t 
G-d has willed for the 
people - and that they 
must learn to exercise - has 
been obli terated by their rude 
countervision, which leads him 
to despair of their abi lity to ful
fi ll the destiny he has striven to 
help them attain. And so at 
Kadesh, in a fi t of exasperation 
and loss of faith in the people's 
worth and the sanctity of his 
own mission, Moses, the master 
prophet, pounds on the rock to 
appease his sullen, misguided 
critics, thereby betraying his 
own high vision. 

Does this sad episode reflect 
only a world of ancient myth? 
In our own co ntemporary 
world, do we know anything 

about high vision forsaken and 
of a leadership provoked or 
trapped into denying its own 
mission? 

It seems to me that the di 
lemma Moses faces and is fazed 
by at Kadesh in the wilderness 
of Zin is not so remote from our 
own experience. We have seen a 
president of the United States 
profess an ardor to protect the 
most vu lnerable among his 
people and then agree to "wel
fare reform," the demolition of 

a welfare system tha t, whatever 
its imperfections, had assured 
the most vulnerable Americans 
of at least a modicum of sup
port. We have heard him pro
nounce a eulogy for ''big gov
ernment" when he surely knows 
that if federa l power were di
minished, government by cor
porate fiat would expand 
greatly. Has not the president's 
own high vision succumbed to 
the countervision of his critics? 

And in Israel 50 years after 
the vision set forth in its decla
ration of independence, we have 
seen a prime minister profess 
commi tment to a peace process 

that, obsessed as he appears to 
be with his own political inse
curity, he has acted time and 
again to discourage. 

Moses, our tradition tells us, 
emerged from the shadow, brav
ing his shame and G-d's anger 
to lead his unruly people for
ward. Our tradition also tells us 
that he persevered in leading 
them within sight of the Prom
ised Land, although himself was 

debarred from entering it. 
The damage his leader
ship had sus tained a t 
Kadeshmeantthatforhim 
there would be no Prom
ised Land . Even so, his 
name and d eeds have 
lived on after him,scarcely 

tarnished, a glowing inheritance 
of countless later generations. 
Although flawed, he mustered 
sufficient rehabilitation to be 
remembered as Moshe Rabbenu, 
our Teacher Moses. 

What legacy will the leaders 
of our generation leave behind 
them? They would do well to 
meditate on the challenge our 
Teacher Moses offered for his 
transgression in the wi lderness 
of Zin. Maybe for our leaders, it 
is not too late. 

Dr. Stanley Chyet is professo,· 
of American Jewish history at HUC
/lR , in Los Angeles , Calif. 
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Whit Sti llman recently held 
forth at a Newport panel on fi Im
making abou t the art of direct
ing. "I let my actors alone. My 
favori te line in 'Last Days of 
Disco' is the final one, where a 
ga l says, just like that on her 
own, that she can work in televi
sion because she has spent so 
much of her life watching the 
tube." It's funny and sad and 

true. My daughter agreed to be
ing my date and driver to catch 
the latest flick from Whit's witty 
pen of light-and surprise! We 
both thought the world of it. 

"Disco" goes back to the 
snobby clubs in Manhattan 
where the bouncer let you in if 
you looked grea t and your hair 
and your outfit passed muster, 
but not if you had the air of a 
loser. The "heroine" is bright but 
a bit vague. She goes home with 
aguy,getsanS.T.D.and a load of 
regret, and leaves us wondering 
why that generation of the best 
ended up with the worst of 
things. Asin "Metropoli tan" and 
"Barcelona" the cast is made up 
of yuppy puppies who find and 
lose their way. The small ironies 
gather force as the deep critique 
of our values, never preachy, 
gains its momentum. It's pretty 
classy stuff. I recommended to 
my R.I.S.D. colleagues that we 
ask the author to visit our cam-. 
pus. You know what they told 
me? ''He's too upper-class for 
us." 

This brings me to another re
cent offering: "Wilde." It hasn't 
fared too well in town. Neither 
the Providence Journal nor the 
Phoenix cared much foritor gave 
it credit for an articulate script. 
They made some good points 
about what it didn't have. But 
Brian Gilbert tackled a tough tale. 
He concentrated on one short 
fable Oscar wrote for his sons, 
theautobiographical "Selfish Gi
a nt." It sums up his own story 
and may remind the reader of 
''The Happy Prince," in which 
the great talker-writer whose 
words were gems also predicts 
his personal path, his destiny, to 
lose his height of glory but never 
his benevolent bequest to the fu
ture. Stephen Fry plays the cen
tral role with eloquence, gusto, 

Coming 
My Way 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

and poignancy. Even if the film 
only serves to bring you to the 
books, it wi ll have done you a 
good turn. Filmsaren' tsupposed 
to render total truth, but only a 
celluloid account, a glimpse. On 
a tour of the Pere Lachaise cem
etery in Paris, I once visited the 
Jacob Epstein sphinx bas relief 
monument over the poet's grave, 
the homage of one artist to an-

Herald photo by Mike Fink 

other in face of a hosti le world. 
Watching the movie version I 
felt the same response, not so 
much sentimental as appalling. 
A figure of genius brought down 
both from within and from with
out-the fabric both of fable and 
of tragedy. 

When I read the list of choices 
from entertainment industry 
leaders for the top motion pic
tures of all time, I brood about 
the ones that moved me the most 
throughou t my time before the 
silver screen. I would certainly 
put a Garbo as well as a Dietrich 
film right up near the small num
bers. "Queen Christina" and 
"The Scarlet Empress" with all 
their faults gave me a thrill. 
"Bambi" meant so much to me 
then and forevermore. Maybe 
you havetocatchevena fine fi lm 
when it is fresh as a flaky crois
sant at a Paris dawn in winter. I 
found "Godfather" a crude and 
overproduced clunker, "The 
Graduate" an assault against 
women, "Singin' in the Rain" 
less than any Astaire and with
out the charm of "Lili" or the 
depth of "Moulin Rouge." 
"Schindler's List" wonmysome
what grudging respect, but 
among Holocaust films it would 
not be my choice among the first 
10 greatest pictures of our his
tory. ]'accuse the academy of 
belaboringtheobvioussuccesses 
at the box office and among the 
time-honored or even dishon
ored critics. But as I look back 
over the evenings that changed 
my sensibility, I would put down 
some perhaps oddball choices. 
"ASongtoRemember" certainly 
wasn't a superb study of Chopin, 
but it had glory and eccentric 
courage of a crazy kind. I guess 
I'll conclude this paragraph by 
saying something Ii ke, you can't 
scribble down a hundred best 
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features because the little noirs 
and dramas and screwballs that 
taught you how to laugh and cry 
and think and look long go on 
and on and it's like throwing a 
party. You might leaveoutahalf
forgotten masterpiece that will 
return to haunt you like an elf 
later on. I didn' t find ''The Best 
Years of Our Lives" among the 
top 10, nor any of the lesser 
Stanwyck efforts like ''The Bitter 
Tea of General Yen." Every year 
I find a few new favorites, but 
nobody asked me in. ... 

With the Fourth of July just a 
day away, I face the full fact of 
brief summer. Like a kid out of 
school I try to make every hour 
of the day count toward joy and 
freedom and a little laziness into 
the bargain. Went to a party 
high above the city in a 
photographer's chrome high
tech studio. A trio of poseurs in 
orange, pink and purple crests of 
stiff hairdo, sporting piercings, 
studs and tattoos,adda friendly, 
familiar and yet also exotic flair 
to the crowd, making me feel 
like the little whitebeard elder in 
the noisy creative world. It's still 
a privilege to be asked up. 

People at the coffeehouses on 
deck and at sidewalk tell me the 
most extraordinary chapters of 
their lives, their sorrows, their 
triumphs. Withoutintendingany 
disrespect, I feel like an agent of 
the Lord, taking in these tales of 
abuse, abandonment, disap
pointment, and trying with a 
look, a touch, a hug, a word, or 
just the time of the visit, to help 
out, with a laugh or the brink of 
a tear, to report to on high. I 
know it is an honor, and a plea
sure, to spend a few moments 
with another soul-even, again 
without disrespect, the soul of a 
bird, a dog, a cat, a weed-while 
the sun goes round, the moon 
looms, the clouds pass, the watch 
ticks or twitches si lently and stu
pid ly, your time off spinning 
along in your own pursuit of 
happiness wherever you may 
fi nd it. 

Sometimes, but not often, I 
just can't find it at all. I have to sit 
and wait for it to come to me. In 
the form of a call, a card, a look at 
my child 's profi le, a tune, a clip 
from an old film on the video, a 
memory, a hope, a sip, a per
fume, a greeti ng. I stopped at a 
neighbor's sunken goldfish pond 
and listened to the water bub
bling and the leaves rustling. I 
drove to that wrecked, cobbled 
hillside where the condemned 
tenements declared historic by 
Antoinette Downing but left 
cynically to ruin await their sad 
fate. These were the pleasant 
and unpleasant distractions of 
my last week in town before 
heading south to my dawns and 
twilights at the shore, whatever 
fare may come to the few local 
cinemas, and whatever tranquil 
and reassuring moments may 
come my way. 
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FEATURE 
Neptune's Nephew 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
I like to get in my first swim 

of the season as much before the 
4th ofJuly as possible. I cnecked 
out Moonstone Beach on a 
windy, chilly spring morn, but 
all I did that day was take a fast 
dip in a nearby lake. Last week 
I fixed the South Kingstown 
sticker on my windshield and 
cruised over to the town pavil
ion off Ma tunuck Road. At long 
last, on a midmorning of pearly 
white skies but an endless suf
fusion of light, I got in my brief 
encounter with the sea. Nobody 
checked out my card because 
the weather put off most travel
ers. Not me. Grey fog comforts 
and soothes me, guiding my 
footsteps into the surf. 

Some of you may know the 
spot. You get rid of your vehicle 
and step onto a slatted walkway 
made of some flexible new plank 
material-not wood. A wild 
profusion of South County 
beachroses of red and gold 
spreads as far as you can see. A 
mad medley of birdcalls and 
lively chirps sounds a chorus 
that keeps you company on your 
short trek. You can hear the al
most friendly , companionable 
rhythmofthetideand the waves 
likedeep breathing. This sa ndy 
strip that greets you doesn't 
have quite the full drama of 
Moonstone, the grating of the 
rocks, the intimate privacy of 
the plovers. But it does offer a 
deep shelf, an easy entry and 
exit from sand to brine, and a 
nice vista if you feel like a stroll 
or a run. I can hear but not see 
moms and kids playing high 
above the stairway on a plateau, 
but I am all alone and solitary at 
the shoreline. 

This is a ritua l for me. Let 
others enjoy giggling with a 
group, spreading gear near the 
lifeguard stand, settling in for a 
long haul. For me, just the quick 
dash in and out will do fine to 
tell the world of gulls, it's sum
mer and I'm sti ll here to share it. 

I have lots of plans for the 
weeks ahead. People I hope to 
v1s1tor ask to drop in on me and 
sip something on my deck . 
There's a former student whose 
house once served both Ike and 
the Duke of Windsor. I'd sure 
like to locate this fancy property 
and set foot among its grand 
spaces. There'sacolleaguewho 
lives in a hidden trailer by a 
secret waterfall in the woods. 
And I called a fellow Yale alum
nus, once a swimming cham
pion, now a trailer park resi
dent, and he promised to spend 
a coffeebreak with me at the 
nearby site. I'm eager by now to 
explore my second community 
where Narragansett and South 
Kingstown wind their lines and 
ties. The salty and sunny walk 
with the towers as skyline holds 
many ghosts for me. My aunts 
and cousins from Canada, my 
parents and grandparents, my 
children when they were tots, 
friends from now and then, sur
vivors who shared footsteps 
with me upon those sands of 
time, they are all phantom sil
houettes in the rich South 
County fogs of June, July, and 

. August. The recall gets going 
with those first s trokes of my 
arms, kicks of my legs, back
ward toss of my head, in the 
well of loneliness and happi
ness, the day I go off and take 
off and dry off and then head 
back to thecitytopackup, wrap 
up the city blocks I know so 
well, ga ther my family and try 
to squeeze some more fun and 
languor out of the months 
ahead. Remember when Inde
pendence Day 1976 was also 
the Day of Glory at Entebbe? 
Independence Day for me and 
me alone begins when I strip 
off my necktie and socks and 
stand by myself with .the per
fume of wild roses and the 
music of the spheres, composed 
by din9saurs and ancient gods, 
dripping with the waters of the 
world, and smiling like a 
nephew of Neptune. 
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Can You 
Help Us? 
Did you ever pray in this 

synagogue? It was (Oris) lo
cated in Seoul, Korea, at 
Eighth Army Headquarters. 
Herbert B. Meister prayed 
there in October 1954 while 
serving in the United States 
Air Force. He was stationed 
at Kimpo Air Force Base (K-
14) and went to Seoul for high 
holiday services. 

If you were there or know 
someone who was, contact 
Tara V. Lisciandro at the Rhode 
Island Jewish Herald at (401) 
724-0200. Mr. Meister and the 
Herald are interested in hear
ing about any stories or infor
mation you many have about 
this synagogue. 

Photos courtesy of 
H. Meister 

Stanzler Installed as President of 
RI Holocaust Memorial Museum 

"With education there is 
hope," was the theme for the 
first annual meeting of the 
Rhode Island Holocaust Memo
rial Museum. Selma Stanzler 
was named president. Stanzler 
hasbeenanactivevolunteerand 
board member, serving on the 
program committee. 

Inspired by a visit to the 
United States Holocaust Memo
rial Museum in Washington, 
D.C., Stanzler became a driving 
force behind the Rhode Island 
Holocaust Memorial Museum's 
membership program. She 
stated," As a memberof the pro
gram committee, I began to dis
cover how successful the mu
seum was educationally, reach
ing 5,000 kids each year and 
through our teacher work
shops." Stanzler's vision for the 
future of the museum is to fur
ther increase public awareness 
through community-wide 
events and programs; and to 
establish endowments to secure 
the financial status of the mu
seum. 

"The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island has always been 
generous in its support of the 
museum," said Stanzler. In ad
dition, teacher workshops are 
funded by the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein Foundation. She 
would like the museum to es
tablish a fund to honor the dedi
cation of local survivors, who 
make themselves available to 
spea k during museum pro
grams, telling of their personal 
experiences with the Holocaust. 

"I hope my efforts and those 
of the board wi ll make a differ
ence, make kids stop a nd think, 

make people read the paper dif
ferently, help people to recog
nize bigotry." 

The Jenny Klein Teacher of 
the Year award was presented 
to Nancy Donagan, who di
rected her students from Cran
ston High School West in their 
production of "I Never Saw An
other Butterfly," which was high
lighted during the museum's 
Student Awareness Day. 

The evening was chaired by 
Ruth Fixler, with Ruth Sauber 
and Stephanie Penzel I. The slate 
ofofficersinaddition toStanzler 
includes: Ellie Frank, vice presi
dent; Peter Mezei, treasurer; 
Arthur Fixler, secretary. The 
slate of directors for a three
year term are: David Cicilline, 
Wayne Estes, Albert Gluckss 
man, Robert Miekle, Elaine 
Odessa,AlbertSilverstein,Carol 
Taschereau; for a two-year term: 
Harry Adler, Stephen R. Halley, 
Robert Mann, Stephen Roman
ello, Jay Rosenstein, Carol Sug· 
arman and Peter Wegner. 

The Honorary Board Mem
bers are: Beth Cohen, Herta 
Hoffman, Jenny Klein, Arthur 
Robbins and Robert Weisbord. 
Mark Feinstein is the honorary 
president. Rabbi Michael 
Cahana and Bishop Jeralyn Wolf 
are presidential appointees. 
Holocaust survivors of Rhode 
Island representatives Edward 
Alder and Paul Formal will re
main on the board. 

The installing officer was 
Norman Tilles, the past presi
dent of the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island . Tilles is currently 
completing a term as the na
tional chair of Hebrew lmmi-

Let the Herald know about new and 
exciting programs and activities in 

the Jewish Community. 
Send your information, photos and stories to: 

The ft.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063, Providence, ft.I. 02940 

(Attention: Jewl•h Community) 

grant Aid Society. He is also this 
year's recipient of the Never 
Again Award. 

The program also included a 
student poetry reading and rec
ognition ceremonies in honor of 
BethCohen, MarkFeinsteinand 
Heinz Sandelowksi. 

ISRAEL TRAVELERS 1998 -
Recip ients of grants from 
Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island's Salmanson Fund 
include: Seated (from left), 
Rivkie Rubenstein, Rachel 
Blackman, Briana Fishbein, 
Leah Wallich, and Shoshana 
Shafner. Standing (from left), 
Tamara Shore, Ben Rotenberg, 
Noah Sholes,Joseph Lurie,and 
David Hirsch. 

Photos courtesy of BJE 

JERI Recognizes 
Volunteers 

by Bonnie Ryvicker 
The Jewish Eldercareof Rhode 

Island / Jewish Family Service 
volunteer recognition was re
cently held at the Jewish Com
munity Center of Rhode Island. 
This celebration was a great suc
cess. It wasn't simply the deli
cious food or the exciting enter
tainment, it was the warmth, 
spontaneity and commitment of 
those present who made it "a 
celebration to remember." 

Everyone was asked to intro
ducethemselvesand was invited 
to say a few words. Mel Levin 
spoke about his experience as a 
soldier in World War II and how 
he promised himself that if he 
survived, he would try to make 
the world a better placeeachday. 
Robin Halpern, a student from 
Cranston, commented on how 
important visiting folks in nurs
ing homes has been to her.Sylvia 

Shackett, a Cranston mealsite 
volunteer read a poem that she 
had written which told about the 
joy of being an active participant 
of the mealsi te. (At 81 she teaches 
exercise classes there each week.) 

Tanya Plungyan both a JERI 
and JFS volunteer, publicly 
thanked JFS for sending her to 
JERI and she also thanked Eva 
Sapolsky for being her very first 
English teacher 16 years ago. "It 
was because of you, Mrs. 
Sapolsky, that I am able to speak 
in English the way I do today," 
said Plungyan. 

Natalie Fleisher remarked 
how much her friendship with 
Mrs. Smalley has come to mean 
to her. For her, their relationship 
is not just a "volunteer assign
ment." The staff congratulated 
all the volunteers. Afterward, 
everyone was treated to some 
lively music by Boris Nosovskiy. 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
Summer Schedule 

Congregation Agudas Achim in Attleboro will hold services on 
a biweekly basis during the summer months. Services for July will 
be held July 10at7:30 p.m.,July 11 at9:30a.m. and July 24at7:30 p.m. 

For the month of August,services will be held Aug. 7 at7:30 p.m. 
A regular schedule of services will resume on Aug. 21 with Friday 
night services each week at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday morning 
services at 9:30 a.m. 

Congregation Agudas Achim is the area's only Reconstruc
tionist Jewish Congregation. The congregation has a religious 
school for students pre-school through seventh grade and is served 
by an area high school program. Young Judaea youth group 
activities are held for third grade through teens. 

Prospective members and visitors are welcome to attend ser
vices at the synagogue. For more information about Congregation 
Agudas Achim, ca ll (508) 222-2243. 

SHAYNA KULIK, who will attend Ramah in Israel this summer, 
receives the Graubart Irving Scholarship from Ken Hersh, 
chairman of the BJE/RI Israel Studyrrravel Committee. 



THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1998 - 7 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
The American Jewish Committee and "The Jewish Week" recently published a set of four quizzes entitled "What's Your Jewish I.Q.?" Each 
quiz contains 11 parts and deals with various aspects of Jewish life. (Each quiz offers slightly more challenging trivia). The Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald will publish these quizzes (in sections) throughout the summer. You can find the answers on page 13 of this week's issue. 

Zol zein mit glik! 

What's your ~ 
1 ewish -

Test your basic Jewish knowledge 
with this quiz prepared and presented 
by the American Jewish Committee in cooperation 
with The Jewish Week. 

PART I: History 
1. Select the na·mes of the three hihlical parr;a rchs: 

(a) Abraham (btlsaac (c) Ishmael (d)Jacob (c) Esau 

2. Select the names of the four biblical matriarchs: 

(a) Rachel (b) Delilah (c ) Rebecca (d) Sarah (e) Bathsheba 
(f) Leah (g) Deborah 

3. Jews were expelled from which country in 1492? 

(a) France (b) Spain (c) Australia (d) So uth Africa 

4 . In which one of the following countries-all of which 
have had Jewish communities- have there never been any 
serious acts of anti-Semitism: 

(a) India (6) Austria (c) Poland (d) Hungary 

5. A Jewish community that had lived in almost total isol.a
tion from other Jews for nearly 2,000 years has now almost 
entirely moved to Israel. This community is from: 

(a) Kenya (b) Nigeria (c) Uganda (d) Ethiopia 

PART II: Population 
6. Which country has the largest Jewish community in the 
world? 
[a) United States [b] Israel [c) France [d] Russia 

7. Which country has the second largest Jewish community 
in the world? 

(a) United States [b] Israel [c] France [d] Russia 

8. The largest concentration of Jews in the United States is 
in: . 

[a] Florida [b] New York (c] California [d] Pennsylvania 

9. The current American Jewish population is nearly: 

[a ] 3 million [b] 6 million (c] 9 million [d] 12 million 

10-12. Can you name three prominent American Jews, liv
ing or dead, in any field: politics, culture, science, medicine, 
sports, etc? 

PART III: The Holocaust 
13. Of the six million Holocaust victims, nearly three million came from one 
country: 

[a] Germany [b] Soviet Union [c] Poland [d] Hu~gary 

14. In which one of the following countries did the vast majority of the popu
lation, led by the King, save virtually every member of the Jewish community 
and help them escape? 

[a] Norway [b] Denmark [c] Holland [d] Switzerland 

15. The countries fighting the Nazis did everything they could throughout the 
war to destroy the concentration camps and thereby stop the killing of Jews 
and other inmates. 

True _ _ _ False _ _ _ 

16. What was the site of the most famou~ Jewish uprising against the Nazis, 
which took place in 1943? 

17-19. Name three Nazi concentration camps: 
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PART IV: familiar Words 
For Questions 20-46, match the appropriate description in the column with the word or term in the left col
umn 

20. Talmud 
21. Challah 
22. Gragger 
23. Kippah 
24. Tikkun Olam 
25 . Minyan 
26. Huppah 
27 . Mikva h 
28 . Tallit 
29 Siddur 
30. M ezuza h 
31. ~eder 
32. Halakha 
33 . Tzedaka 
34. Mitzva h 
35. Brit Mila (Bris) 
36. Kiddush 
37. Kaddish 
38. Ha -Motzi 
39. Haggadah 
40 . Shivah 
41 . Kashrut 
42 Sephardim 
43 . Ashkenazim 
44 . Shu! 
45. Havdalah 
46 . Yeshiva 

V: Holidays 

[a] Small box with scroll placed on doorpost 
[b] Purim noisemaker 
[c] Compilation of Oral Law and Legend 
[d] A commandment 
[e] Dietary laws 
[f] Hanukah toy 
[g] " Repair of the World" 
[h] Traditional prayer for the dead 
[i] Blessing over the bread 
[j] A Jewish place of study 
[k] H ead covering 
[I] Prayer shawl 
[m] Sabbath bread 
[n] Ceremony separating Sabba th and weekday 
[o] Ritual bath 
[pl A minimum of 10 adults for prayer 
[qi Seven-day mourning period 
[r] Jews originally from Spain 
[s] Binding of Isaac by Abra ham 
[ti A synagogue 
[u] Blessing ove r the wine 
(v] Prayer book 
[w] Char ity 
(x] Jewish law 
[y] Jews origina ll y from Germany 
[z] Wedding cert ifica te 
[aa] Passover Ritual Meal 
[bb] Circumcision 
[cc] Wedding canopy 
[ dd] Book used for Passover 

PART VI: 
Who's Who 
For questions 61-66, match the appropriate 
:lescription below with the names. 

For questions 47-55, match the appropriate description in the right column with the 
name of the holiday in the left column. 

61. 
62. 
63 . 
64. 
65. 
66 . 

Raoul Wallenberg 
Isaiah 

Rosh Hashanah 
Yorn Kippur 
Succor 
Simchat Torah 
Hanukah 
Purim 

53. Passover 
54. Yorn HaShoah 
55. Shavuot 

[ai Holocaust Remembrance Day 
[b] New Year 
[c] Exodus from Egypt 
[d] Jerusalem Day 
(e] Day of Atonement 
[f] Annual completion of reading of 

Torah & starting anew year 
[g] Fall Harvest Festival or Feast of Booths 
[h] Victory of the Maccabees & "Miracle of the Oil" 
[i] Celebration of rescue from Haman's evil plan 
[j] Commemoration of the destruction of the Second 

Temple in Jerusealem 
[k] Celebration of the giving of the Torah 

56-60. Can you name the five Books of Moses in the Torah, preferably in 
order? 

[a] 
[b] 

[c] 

[d] 

[e] 
[f] 

[g] 

[h] 

Theodor Herzl 
Maimonides 
Elie Wiesel 
Albert Einstein 

Biblical Prophet 
Nobel Peace Prize winner & author 
of best-selling books on Holocaust 

Swedish (non-Jewish) diplomat who 
saved nearly 100,000 Hungarian Jews 
during World War II Holocaust 
Former award-winning pitcher for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
Academy Award-winning actor 

Physicist who was asked to become 
Israel's second president but declined 

12th century Jewish thinker & 
philosopher 
Austrian-born father of modern 
Zionism 
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"Mazol Tov Students" 
~ JV' 

Lincoln School 
Awards Students 

On June 11, Lincoln Schou! 
held its 114th Commencement 
graduating28youngwomen, in
cluding an exchange student 
from Italy. Delivering the key
note address was journalist and 
ABC te levision persona lity, 
Meredith Vieira, Lincoln Class 
of 1971. 

Students receiving awards 
included: 

Rachel B. Bell '00, Providence 
- Frances E. Wheeler Scholar 
for distinguis hed academic 
work, National Language Ex
amination Award, second in 
state a t Level 2. 

Sarah J. Bell '01, Providence 
(sister of Rachel B. Bell '00) -
Undergraduate Theatre Award 
to an undergraduate for her con
tribution to thetheaterprogram; 
Elizabeth H. Giangreco History 
Award for excellence in history; 
and Amey Willson Hart Scholar 
for freshman and students new 
to Upper School, for dis tin
guished academic work. 

Alexandra C. Bolotow '01 , 
Providence - Amey Willson 

Hart Scholar for distinguished 
academic work. 

Sara R. Feinberg,'98, Newport, 
to attend Harvard University
Math Award to a senior for excel
lence in mathematics; Mary 
Louise Schaffner Award, pre
sented to a senior for general ex
cellence in all subjects; Frances E. 
WheelerScholarfordistinguished 
academic work; and RI. Higher 
Education Assistance Authority 
Scholar, Cum Laude Society. 

Sarah R. Levin '01, Provi
dence - Amey Willson Hart 
Scholar for distinguished aca
demic work. 

Sarah B. Perlman '99, North 
Kingstown - Frances E. 
Wheeler Scholar for dis tin
guished academic work. 

Ramesh T. Radparvar '99, 
Providence - University of 
Rhode Island Alumni Award to 
a junior who best displays the 
outstanding personal attributes 
of integrity, industriousness and 
loyalty, combined with an ex
emplary record of service to 
school and community. 

New England Academy 
of Torah Graduates Its 

Class of 1998 
The New England Academy 

of Torah announces the follow
ing graduates from its 12th 
grade class: 

Tamar Albert-Andelman, 
Ruchama Gibber, Dina 
Krakowski, Reena Schafer, Sara 
Scharf, Shoshana Shafner, and 
Liba Vogel. 

Along with diplomas for the 
graduating seniors for the fol
lowing honors and awards were 
presented by Marsha Gibber 
and Maureen Sheehan, school 
administrators. 

Senior Awards - 1998 

Tamar Albe rt-Andelman, 
New England Academy of To
rah Class Valedictorian 

Dina Krakowski, New En
gland Academy of Torah, To
rah Message 

Tamar Albert-Ande lma n, 
Secretary of State 1998 Leader
ship Award for leadership abil
ity to motivate others to action, 
volunteer service to the com
munity, participation in student 
government program, good 
scholastic record, and faithful 
school attendance. 

Ruchama Gibber, Brooks 
Pharmacy/ American Greetings 
Scholarship for community ser
vice and academic achievement 

Tamar Albert-Andelman, 
NathanResnickMemorial Award 
oftheJewishFederationofRhode 
Island for academic achievement 
and participation in school, 
synagogue, and community 

Tam ar Albert-Andelma n, 
Ruchama Gibber, Dina 
Krakowski, Reena Schafer, and 
Liba Vogel 

CLASS OF 1998 - New England Academy of Torah. .. 
P/roto co11rtesy of PHDS 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
Middle School Awards 

Middle School faculty mem
bers of the Ruth and Max Alp
erin Schechter Day School re
cently presented this year 's 
Middle School Awards a t a spe
cial ceremony. Awards were 
given in severa I categories to 
the following students: 

Simon D. Wegner Memorial 
Award: Adam Beraha, for ex
cellence in mathematics 

Klara Lowy Memorial Award: 
Mychal Feingold, to recognize 
excellence in Judaic Studies 

Rabbi Baruch Korff Memo
rial Scho larship: Shoshana 
Miller, Sanda Budinsky, and 
Anna Cable. This scholarship 
prize recognizes abiding faith 
a nd religiosity, and excellence 
in Hebrew la nguage. 

Principal's Award: Brooke 
Odessa. This award is given to 
the student who best represents 
the mission of ASDS. 

Alan Shawn Feinstein Com
munity Service Awards: Elana 
!Geffer, Michael Rosenstein, and 
Ari Savi tzky. This award is 
given to students who have 
shown exceptional leadership 
and commitment to community 
service. 

Math League Awards: Pre
sented to the s tudents who score 
more than 30 points on the New 
Eng la nd Ma th League Test: 

David Braverman, David 
Levinson, and Ben Savitzky 

Athletic Awards: Given to 
students who best combine a th
letic ability with good sports
manship. Grade six: Michael 
Wolpert and H ope Sholes; 
Grade seven: Ben Matusow and 
RebekahGoldberg;Gradeeight: 
Alex Berezin, Sanda Budinsky 
and Amanda Werber 

C rea ti vi ty Award s: Pre
sented to students w ho demon
strate special artistic and/ or lit
erary creativity. Grade six: Ben 
Savitzky; Grade seven: Nina 

Zharkova; Grade eight: Ari 
Savitzky 

Kochav HaShachar (Morning 
Star) Awards:Given to students 
who demonstrate outstanding 
effort. Grade six: Rebecca 
Chaika; Grade seven: Elana 
Kieffe r; Grade eight: Alisa 
Reikhrud 

Keter Shem Tov (Crown of a 
Good Na me ) Awards: This 
award recognizes high charac
ter a nd good citizenship. Grade 
six: Shayna Hersh; Grade seven: 
Noah Jablow; Grade eight: 
Shoshana Miller 

EDWARD 0 . ADLER presents the Klara Lowy Memorial Award 
to Mychal Feingold. This award recognizes excellence in Judaic 
studies. Plroto courtesy of ASDS 

PHDS Graduates Eighth Grade 
The Providence Hebrew Day 

recently announced that the fol
lowing students have success
fully completed their course of 
studies in both secular and Ju
daic subjects in the eighth 
grade: 

Joshua Brown, Ashi Cusner, 
Elisheva Diamond, Menachem 
Gibber, Shmuel Gold, Inna 
Cork.in, Benjamin Halper, Daniel 
Hirsh, TziporaJakubowicz,Alex 
Kratik, Yehuda Lipson,Jonathan 
Mandel, Abigail Mintz, Rivka 
Naiditch, Rachelle Noorparvar, 
Dena Pearlman, Aryeh Pliskin, 
Yisroel Raskin, Aaron Ruben
stein, Ari Shafner, Jacob Shore, 
and Yisroel Weiner. 

At the PHDS graduation cer
emonies the following awards 
were also presented to graduat
ing eighth-graders: 

Junior High Awards 
1998 

Yehuda Lipson won the Sa
rah and Lewis Fishbein Award 
for overall academic excellence 
in Judaic Studies. 

Abigai l Mintz won the Ben
jamin and Rose Ge rshma n 
Award for overall academic ex
cellence in secular s tudies. 

Tzipora Jakubowicz won the 
Jeffrey Berma n Scholarship 
Award for outstanding charac
ter in terms of Torah Midot, 
planning tocontinueTorahedu
cation,and involvementincom
munity service. 

Dena Pearlman won the 
H y ma n and Jean Blas balg 

Award for outstanding work in 
English. 

Yoni Mandel won the Beryl 
Segal Memorial Award fore~
cellence in the study of French. 

Tzipora Jakubowicz won the 
Pessell Hassenfeld A ward for 
outstanding effort in social stud
ies. 

Yisroel Weiner won the 
Simon Wegner Memorial Math 
Award for outstanding effort 

an A- average. 
Tzipora Jakubowicz and 

Rachelle Noorparvar won the 
President's Academic Fitness 
Award for outstanding effort 
a nd improvement in pursuit of 
academic excellence. 

M enachem Gi bbe r and 
Rachelle Noorparvar won the 
Dr. Mitchell Sack Award for 
exemplary service to the school, 
faculty, and fellow students. 

1998 EIGHTH-GRADE GRADUATES of Providence Hebrew 
Day School Photo co11rtesy of Pl-IDS 

and dedication to mathematics. 
Abigai l Mintz, Ye hud a 

Lipson, Dena Pearlman, Yisroel 
Weiner, and Aaron Rubenstein 
won the President's Academic 
Fitness Award for outstanding 
academic achievement and edu
ca tional excellence - earning 

Elisheva Diamond won the 
Sa lly Gas tfreund Me moria l 
Award for dedication to Jewish 
heritage. 

Yisroel Weiner won the Can
tor Morris Schneider Scholar
ship Award for dedication to 
Jewish his tory. 
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
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ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

MAX FORMAL CO. 
"America's #1 Name in Active Wear" 
Linens • Underwear • Work Clothes • Hosiery 

Established in 1953 
Staff Shirts • T-Shirts • Sweatshirts Etc. 

Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design 

Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and 
Corporate Screenprinting_ 
BEST PRICES • BEST QUALITY 

421-3268 • 1158-1164 North Main Street, Providence, RI. 02904 

-~~~Jr JULY 4TH CELEBRATION 
DECORATIONS, FAVORS, BALLOONS, ETC. ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

4TH OF JULY PRINTED PLATES, NAPKINS, CUPS & TABLECOVERS- SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 
PARTY SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

THE PAR1YWAREHOUSE ~ 
Monday-Thursday 9:3Q-6, Friday 9:30-7, Saturday 9:30-5, Sunday closed • CLOSED SAT., JULY 4TH 

310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN• ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

GARBO LINO 

Special Occasions happen all the time. In the next coupie of months people will 
be celebrating graduations, weddings , anniversaries, family reunions and many more 

exciting events . Your ad in the Rhode Island Jewish Hero,ld will bring the people 
shopping for these events to your business at a very reasonable price . 

Call For Ad Rates . 
Call 724-0200 today to see what the Rhode Island Jewish Herald can do for you. 
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Torah, Torah, Torah 

Israel at Its 
100th Birthday 

by Benjamin A. Beraha 

In50years Israel will prob
ably be betterthanitis today. 
Jews and Israelis will try to 
make peace, along with 
neighbors, and govern their 
country. The country will still 
not be perfect in 50 years. In 
50 years Jews will still be try
ing to make the state oflsrael 
a free Jewish Homeland. 

Orthodox, Conservative 
and Reform Jews do not get 
along now in Israel. Ortho
dox Jews some-
times do not even 
consider Conser
vativeand Reform 
Jews Jewish. It's 
not clear whether 
o; not different 
sects of Judaism 
will get along. 
Different sects 

country will be a Jew if they 
have a mixed government. 

The Jews will be much 
more peaceful. They could 
make peace with some 
groups. They will probably 
not make peace with all the 
groups. Every century there 
has been somebody who has 
tried to murder or make war 
with Jews. There probably al
ways will be. After the Holo
caust the Jews have been very 
successful by making peace 

treaties with countries, 
for example, Jor

dan and Syria. 
Jews have 
tried to make 

Students in Mrs. Winkler's l<indergarten class at the Ruth and Max Alperin Schechter Day 
School display the miniature Torahs which they made themselves. Students created these 
diminutive works of art after learning about Torah scrolls-how they are written and how they 
are dressed . (Standing: Bella Koudriavtseva, David Brenman, Evan Binder, Talia Schwartz, 
Phillip Rasnick, Samuel Feinstein, Winkler, Rebecca Belkin, Kyla Mor and Rina Ofman; seated: 

of Judaism will 
reali ze that 
they have to 
work together to achieve 
goals and make themselves 
free. Some wi II not agree and 
that could cause war. If all 
the Jews are united they will 
beabletoachievepeace. They 
will have a much better 
chance of getting along with 
the surrounding countries 
and the enemies living in Is
rael. 

peace with the 
Arabs that live 
in Israel. The 
Jews have come 
a long way from 
when they first 

arrived in Israel 
(whenitwascalled Palestine). 
Jews have made a lot of peace 
treaties. They have done a lot 
of work. They will probably 
continue to have some en
emies. 

Rebekah Page, Allison froehlich, Adin Zussman and Ezra Cohen). Photo courtesy of ASDS 

URI CCE Names College 
-for Benefactor Feinstein 

All Jews hope for Peace in 
Israel in 2048, but nobody 
knows what Israel will be like. 
We do not know how Jews 
get along with other Jews, 
govern their country, or re
late with neighboring coun
tries. People do not know 
about Israel in 50 years. The 
Jews have faith that the land 
of Israel will be a free Jewish 
Homeland. 

The University Rhode 
Island's College of Continuing 
Education will now bear the 
name of its friend and benefac
tor Alan Shawn Feinstein. 

The new name is a way for 
the University of Rhode Island 
to thank Feinstein for his latest 
$3 million gift and for all his 
past generosities. 

"Alan Shawn Feinstein's 
work to eliminate poverty, hun
ger and ignorance around 
Rhode Island and America 
through programs of public ser
vice and philanthropy embod
ies the spirit of the College of 
Continuing Education. We have 
been a direct recipient of his 
generous spirit in many ways," 
says URI President Robert L. 
Carothers, "including the model 
of commitment to service he has 
shown all of us. Given every
thing he has done for the uni
versity, its students and their 
children, we are honored to have 
CCE and its important mission 
bear his name." 

Feinstein has previously pro
vided more than $2.5 million for 
URI initiatives including 
$500,000toestablishajointPh.D. 
program in education at URI 
and Rhode Is land College; a $1 
million endowment to support 
the community service element 
of URI 101 in which a ll incom-

ing freshman are enrolled; and 
a $1 million scholarship endow
ment for single parents enrolled 
at CCE that includes daycare 
scholarships for their children 
at the Dr. Pat Feinstein Child 
Development Center. 

The new infusion of money 
m_akes Feinstein the larges t 
single benefactor in the Univer
sity of Rhode Island's history. 

Feinstein's new$3 million gift 
will establish a full-day kinder
garten at the Dr. Pat Feinstein 
Child Development Center. 

Ultimately, the new monies 
will pay tuition for five kinder
gartners per year and provide 
scholarships so their parents can 
attend classes at the Alan Shawn 
Feinstein College of Continu
ing Education. An additional 25 
scholarships will help other 
adult learners who wish to take 
an initial college course. 

URI will match Feinstein's 
adult scholarships gift by allot
ting monies for 30 additional 
Rhode Islanders to test the wa
ters at the college. 

"Alan's gifts substantially 
strengthen the college and its 
mission to serve and to edu
cate," says Walter A. Crocker, 
dean of the now Alan Shawn 
Feinstein College of Continu
ing Education. 

The dean notes that current 

HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce 

plans for the new kindergarten 
call for a September 1998 open
ing, pending securing state li
censing. 

The kindergarten will enroll 
about 12 to 15 children. In addi
tion to the children of URI stu
dents, faculty and staff, the kin
dergarten wi ll be open to chil
dren of people from the busi
ness community. 

The government might be 
Arab and Jewish mixed. 
There could be two govern
ments if the Arabs and Jews 
do not get along. If they make 
peace there could be a mixed 
government. Right now Is
rael is 80 percent Jewish and 
the remaining a re mostly 
Arab. TherearemoreJewsin 
Israel so this means that 
chances are the leader of the 

Benjamin A. Beraha is in grade 
five at Alperin Schechter Day 
School in Providence. He won 
first prize in the Saul Abrams 
Memorial Essay Contest. 

ASDS Builds Community 
While most students this time of year were counting down the days till summer, Mrs. Sennett's 

fourth-graders were asking for more work. Why? Geometry! Students spent nearly two months 
integrating geometry, Rhode Island history and architecture into a culminating activity that they 
will long remember. Students learned geometric concepts through the study of architecture. 
They studied community planning and then set about creating their own special community. 
Not only did they design buildings, they even built working models! A visiting architect visited 
the school and taught students about Rhode Island architecture, and a landscape architect visited 
the class to instruct the students expertly. 

Pictured here are Sennett and her students with the community that they built: Susan Landau, 
Nathaniel Levine, Alexander Gordon, Jacob Flescher, Noah Hershey, Marc Abramson, Jessi 
Klein, Andrew Harnick, Abraham Aron, Jason Lipof, Lior Goodman, Emily Gold, Charles 
Felder, Julia Link, Michael Goodwin, Raya Gabry, Naomi Mitchell, Nathan Weissburg, Abby 
Rogol, Olivia Lichaa. Photo courtesy of ASDS 
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Itinerary For The Spirit 
Israel as You've 

Never Seen it Before 
Summer Travels and 

Jewish Journeys 

The Western Wall, Masada, 
Temple Mount, and Dead Sea 
are just a few of the awe-inspir
ing sites that make a trip to Is
rael an essential part of our reli
gious identity. Walking the 
paths our ancestors walked in 
Jerusalem, the Negev, and Gali
lee makes anyone consider the 
historical importance of the 
Holy Land . 

Beyond the museum,archeo
logical digs, and planting trees, 
there is a powerful feeling that 
there is more to Israel than meets 
the eye - these places touch 
our spirits. 

Just in time for the summer 
travel season, whether it is a 
first or 15th visit to Israel, Rabbi 
Lawrence A. Hoffman helps us 
capture its splendor and spiri 
tual significance in Israel - A 
Spiritual Travel Guide: A Com
panion for the Modern Jewish Pil
grim (Jewish Lights / July 1998/ 
$18.95/Quality Paperback 
Original) . 

In quick reference format, 
Rabbi Hoffman combines an
cient blessings, medieval prayer, 
biblical references, and modern 
poetry from writers including 
Yehuda Amichai and A.D. Gor
don to create the only travel 
guide that will help you pre
pare spiritually for your visit 
and tap into the spiritual mean
ing of sites of the Holy Land . 

"At last, the missing guide
book - one that can spiritua lly 
deepen any trip to Israel. I can't 
imagine anyone going to Israel 
without it," notes Rabbi Richard 
Jacobs of Westchester (N.Y.) Re
form Temple, a member of the 
board of the New Israel Fund. 

From "What to Say on the 
Eve of Leaving" to "For the Air
plane: Prayer for a Safe Journey 
Home," offers spiritual inspira
tion for every aspect of your 
visit. Part travel guide, part 
memory journal, and part 
siddur, for each of 25 major tour
ist destinations, it guides us in 
sharply focused four-step sec
tions at each site: 

• Anticipation: To read in 
advance. Information to help 
orient you in the site's historical 
context. 

• Approach: To read on the 
way there. Readings from tradi
tional sources to orient you in 
the site's spiritual context. 

• Acknowledgment:Toread 
at the site. A prayer or blessing 
to integrate the experience into 
your spiritual consciousness. 

• Afterthought: Journaling 
space for writing you r own 
thoughts and impressions. 

Gabe Levenson, travel col
umnist for The New York Jewish 
Week, remarks, "To add a spiri
tual dimension to your journey, 
pack this extraordinary new 
guidebook to Israel. I' ll be bring
ing it on my next visit." 

Published in time for Israel 's 
50th anniversary, Israel - A 
Spiritual Travel Guide is designed 
with the modern Jewish pilgrim 
jn mind. Its paperback binding 
and pocket-size dimensions 
make it an easy-to-carry travel 
companion that you can pick up 
atjusttherightmoment. ltseasy
to-use, easy-to-follow format 
and content make it appropri
ate for people at all levels of 
religious involvement. 

"A guide like no other, this 
book will take you to Israel even 
before you get there, and do so 
with unusual power and delight 
at the same time," said Rabbi 
Joy Levitt of the Reconstruc-

Israeli Designer Rises 
in Paris Fashion World 

by Lee Yanowitch 
PARIS (}TA) - An Israeli 

fashion designer, whose cre
ations first hit the Paris catwalk 
last year, has just snagged one 
of the most-desired jobs in the 
industry - producing Yves 
Saint Laurent's ready-to-wear 
clothes. 

Alber Elbaz, 37, who cut his 
teeth as U.S. designer Geoffrey 
Beene's right hand for seven 
years, will unveil his first collec
tion for the house of Saint 
Laurent in March of next year. 

The news came as a shock to 
the Paris fashion world, where 
the reclusive, 61-year-old Saint 
Laurent enjoys the status of 
nothing less than a god. After 36 
years at the helm of one of the 
most famous fashion labels of 
all time, Saint Laurent's with
drawal from the label's mass
prod uced, off-the-rack ready-to
wear - he will continue de
signing the haute couture -
could mean an early retirement. 

But perhaps more surprising 
was the choice of Elbaz, who 
was virtua lly unknown until the 

staid house of Guy Laroche 
snatched him out of obscurity 
and made him one of Paris' new 
rising stars. 

Although the Moroccan-born 
designer, who is .short, round 
and agreeably humble, is far 
from all that fashion is about 
these days - flash, theatricality 
and decadence - his flair for 
taking the basics and giving 
them quirky and whimsical 
touches could be just the right 
thing for Saint Laurent: dusting 
off the classic label without scar
ing off the house's clientele. 

Elbaz, who is also an Ameri
can citizen, has refused any in
terviews until he leaves Guy 
Laroche after his final collection 
there is presented in October of 
this year. 

But when a reporter acciden
tally ran into him at a Paris air
port where ·he was about to 
board a plane for New York the 
day after the news was an
nounced, he merely said: "I got 
a thousand calls yesterday. Of 
course, I'm nervous but I don' t 
want to talk about it." 

TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN THE HERALD. 

tionist Synagogue of the North 
Shore, (Long Island) New York. 

From Jerusalem, Rabbi Levi 
Weiman-Kelman of Congrega
tion Kol HaNeshamah said: 
"This is anadultguide to Israel, 
ancient and modern Jewish 
sources and the inner spirit. Ex
cellent readings, prayers and 
meditations help the Jewish pil
grim see Israel through new, 
spiritua lly sensitive eyes." 

Rabbi David Wolpe of Sinai 
Temple, Los Angeles, and au
thor of Why Be Jewish? calls the 
book "A wonderful guide -
Rabbi Hoffman's book will en
hance your travel, and enrich 
your soul." 

"Once again, Lawrence 
Hoffman has eloquently shown 
us the depth of his spiritual vi
sion of Judaism. This unique 
travel guide will transform your 
visit to Israel into a spiritual jour
ney of the heart, rnind,and soul," 
remarks Stuart M. Matlins, pub
lisher of Jewish Lights. 

Professor of liturgy at He
brew Union College-Jewish ln
sti tute of Religion, Rabbi 
Hoffman is widely recognized 
as a leader in bringing spiritual 
innovation into modern Jewish 
life and worship. He is a devel
oper of "Synagogue 2000," a 
trans-denominational project 
designed to envision and imple
ment the ideal synagogue of the 
spirit for the 21st century. He 
lectures widely to Jewish audi
ences and people of many other 
faiths. He is the editor of My 
People's Prayer Book: Traditional 
Prayers, Modern Commentaries, a 
momentous seven-volume Jew
ish Lights Publishing series that 
opens up the traditional Jewish 
prayerbook as a spiritual re
source, and co-author of What is 
a Jew? (Collier), as well as many 
scholarly works. 

A Companion 
for the Modero 

Jewish Pilgrim 

Israel - A Spiritual Travel Guide: A Companion for the Modern 
Jewish Pilgrim is available at bookstores (try Rhoda's Judaical or 
directly from Jewish Lights Publishing, Sunset Farm Offices, Route 
4, P.O. Box 237,Woodstock, Vt. 05091. For credit card orders, call 
(800) 962-4544. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
What's Your Jewish I.Q.? 

The Answers 
Here are the answers to the 

quiz, courtesy of the American 
Jewish Committee and The Jew
ish Week. We hope you enjoyed 
it. Look for a more challenging 
Jewish knowledge quiz in the 
next_ Rhode Island Jewish Herald. 

Part I 

l. The three biblical patriarchs 
were Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

2. The four biblical matriarchs 
were Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and 
Rachel. 

3. Jews were expelled from 
Spain in 1492. 

4. There have never been any 
serious acts of anti-Semitism in 
India. 

5. A Jewish community from 
Ethiopia had lived in almost to
tal isolation from other Jews for 
nearly 2,000 years and is now 
entirely in Israel. 

Part 11 

6. The country with the larg
est Jewish community in the 
world is the United States. 

7. The country with the sec
ond largest Jewish community 
is Israel. 

8. The largest concentration 
of Jews in the United States is in 
New York. 

9.The current American Jew
ish population is nearly 6 mil
lion. 

10-12. Name three prominent 
American Jews, living or dead, 
in any field. · 

Part Ill 

13. Of the 6 million Holo
caust victims, nearly 3 million 
came from Poland. 

14. In Denmark the vast ma
jority of the population, led by 
the king, saved virtually all the 
Jews. 

15. True or false: The coun
tries fighting the Nazis did ev
erything they could throughout 
the war to destroy the concen
tration camps and thereby stop 
the killing of Jews and others. 
False. 

16. The most famous Jewish 
uprising against the Nazis took 
place in 1943 in the Warsaw 
ghetto. 

17.-19. Name three Nazi con
centration camps. 

Part IV 

20. Talmud - Compilation 
of Oral Law and Legend 

21. Challah-Sabbath bread 
22. Gragger - Purim noise

maker 
23. Kippah-Head covering 

24. Tikkun Olam-Repair of 
the world 

25. Minyan - Minimum of 
10 adults for communal prayer 

26. Huppah - Wedding 
canopy 

27. Mikvah- Ritual bath 
28. Tallit - Prayer shawl 
29. Siddur - Prayerbook 
30. Mezuzah - Small box 

containing a scroll with biblical 
verses placed on doorpost 

31. Seder - Passover ritual 
meal 

32. Halacha - Jewish law 
33. Tzedaka - Charity 
34. Mitzvah- A command

ment 
35. Brit Milah (Bris) - Cir

cumcision 
36. Kiddush- Blessing over 

the wine 
37. Kaddish - Traditional 

prayer recited by mourners for 
the dead 

38. Ha-Motzi - Blessing re
cited over bread 

39. Haggadah - Book used 
to tell the story of Passover 

40. Shivah - Seven-day 
mourning period 

41. Kashrut- Jewish dietary 
laws 

(answers continued on page 19) 
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Cantors Assembly Celebrates 50th Year 
More than 400 cantors from 

around the world at
tended the 50th anniver
sary convention of the 

Cantors Assembly recently and 
were told to· expect future 
changes in their profession 
unimagined a decade- or two 
ago. 

Aside from increasing num
bers of women choosing to be
come cantors, synagogue music 
itself is undergoing an evolu
tionary process reflecting new 
trends in taste and expectations 
among congregants- changes 
that were intensely discussed 
during workshops and forums 
at the convention. 

In fact, at a series of cantorial 
concerts during the five-day ju
bilee celebration, it was the stir
ring delivery of current stars like 
cantorsAlbertoMizrahi,Nathan 
Lam and Jacob Ben-Zion 
Mendelson that captivated the 
audiences in a way that the newer 
matter-of-fact style of liturgical 
presentation has yet to do. 

The historic sites of the city 
provided a colorful backdrop 
for the gala events that marked 
this year's convention. In addi
tion to observing its own 50th 
birthday, the Cantors Assem
bly - the world's largest body 
of hazzanim - paid tribute to 
Israel's half century anniversary 

children under the direction of 
Cantor Sol Zim. 

Concerts were also held in 
congregation Emanu-El, the 
world's largest house of Jewish 
worship, the Eldridge Street 
Synagogue - a landmark shul 
on Manhattan's Lower East Side 
that served generations of im
migrant Jews in the late 19th 
century - and Ellis Island, 
where musical homage was paid 
to the island's role as a gateway 
to freedom and democracy for 
millions of immigrants. 

ln discussions on the future 
of their calling, it was generally 
accepted by the members of the 
Cantors Assembly that in addi-

A CHORUS OF CANTORS - Twenty-two of the world's foremost cantors presented a historic 
concert of liturgical music, titled "Voices of the Soul," in New York's Carnegie Hall. It was the first 
time the famous hall has served as the site of a cantorial concert. In addition to solo performances, 
the 22 cantors joined together for an ensemble presentation - of a .liturgical masterpiece, 
"Uvenucho Yomar," by the late Josef ("Yossele") Rosenblatt. 

Photos courtesy of Cantors Assembly, Jewish 11zeological Seminary of America, New York, New York 

At ove rflow sessions in 
Manhattan's Marriott World 
Trade Center hotel, the cantors 
analyzed the awakened interest 
among many younger congre
gants in the textual content of 
prayer and a simple, folksy style 
in contrast to the more tradi
tional drama tic form of cantorial 
delivery. Yet it was noted tha t it 
was the heroic, operatic style of 
virtuosos like the late Cantor 
Yossele Rosenblatt that capti
va ted past generations and 
remains a hallmark of contem
porary hazzanut - liturgical 
singing. 

with an outdoor entertainment 
in Central Park attended by an 
audience of 5,000. 

The salute featured a host of 
American and Israeli entertain
ers and other celebrities, includ
ing actor Mike Burs tyn, 
folksinger Pete Seeger, Yehoram 
Gaon - known as the "Frank 
Sinatra of Israel" - psycholo
gist and television persenality 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer,New York 
City Parks Commissioner Henry 
J. Stern, Yaffa Yarkoni, who en
tertained the troops during all 
of Israel's wars, and a chorus of 
more than800NewYorkschool-
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tion to continuing their primary 
roles as leaders of prayer, full
time cantors will have to serve 
as religious teachers, participate 
in pastoral counseling and as
sume other responsibilities 
within their congregations. 

The cantorate is unique to Ju
daism. Throughout the centu
ries, according to Cantor Henry 
Rosenblum, newly inaugurated 
president of the Cantors Assem
bly, it has been the hazzan who 
has served as the central fixture 
in transmitting Judaism's time
less tradition while adapting it 
to the evolving modes and pat
ternsofcontemporary Jewish life. 

The Cantors Assembly, 
which is affiliated with the Con
servative Movement in Judaism, 
was organized in 1947, follow
ing the Nazis' destruction of 
Eastern European shtetls, the 
world's primary source of can
tors and cantorial training. To 
fill the void, the Cantors Assem
bly was formed to encourage 
the training of cantors. A Can
tors Institute was established at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
in New York to provide train
ing of hazzanim for Conserva
tive congregations throughout 
North America. 

"As we complete our first half 
century, I have no doubt that 
the Cantors Assembly wi ll con
tinue its historic role of advanc
ing the spiritual and educational 
well-being of the Jewish people, 
enhancing the art and tradition 
of Jewish worship and perpetu
ating our liturgical heritage," 
Cantor Rosenblum said. 

REMEMBERING OUR ROOTS - Members of the Cantors 
Assembly are shown convening in the great hall of the historical 
museum on Ellis Island prior to a cantorial concert honoring the 
immigrant experience in America. The Ellis Island concert paid 
musical homage to the memorable role of the island as the 
gateway to freedom and democracy for millions of immigrants. 
Titled "Songs of the Immigrant Experience," the concert also 
included a salute to the Statue of Liberty and a memorial to the 
6 million Jews murdered in the Holocaust. 

China Restores Synagogue 
in Advance of Clinton Visit 

by Daniel Kurtzman 
WASHINGTON (JT A) - As 

President Clinton seeks a high 
profile for religious freedom is
sues during his trip to China, 
the anticipation of his arrival 
has already yielded one small, 
but meaningful achievement. 

Just weeks ago the Chinese 
government completed long
sought restoration work on a 
synagogue located in the heart 
of Shanghai. 

For the past 17 years, Rabbi 
ArthurSchneier, president of the 
New York-based Appeal of Con
science Foundation, has been 
pressing Chinese officials to 
vacate the synagogue, restore it 
and declare it a historic land
mark. 

In February, the mayor of 
Shanghai finally agreed a fter 
meeting with Schneier and two 
other clerics whom Clinton dis
patched to China to help open a 
dialogue on religion. 

Schneier said the only thing 
now missing is a Torah, which 
he and his wife were planning 
to bring to the Shanghai syna
gogue as a gift from Schneier's 
congregation, Park East Syna
gogue in New York. 

Clinton is not scheduled to 
visit the synagogue, but first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright are planning a brief 
visit possibly while Schneier 
conducts a ceremony to p lace 
the Torah in the ark. 

Schneier hopes the restora
tion of the synagogue wi ll mark 

a "first step in the revival of 
Jewish life in Shanghai" - a 
city where there has been a Jew
ish presence going back to the 
eighth century. The Jewish 
population, long since dis
persed, now only consists of 
some 200 expatriates. 

President Clinton, mean
while, vowed to use the China 
trip to "speak as clearly as I can 
about human rights and reli
gious freedom." 

Addressing a ga thering of 
religious leaders a t the White 
House, Clinton said, "Our mes
sage is clear: We in the United 
States believe that all govern
ments everywhere should en
sure fundamental rights, includ
ing the right of people to wor
ship when and where they 
choose." 

His comments came as he 
co nclud ed a meeting with 
Schneier, the Rev. Don Argue, 
president of the National Asso
cia tion of Eva ngelica ls, and 
Theodore McCarrick, a rch
bishopofNewark, N.J. The cler
ics, who traveled to China ear
lie r this year, shared with 
Clinton their findings that the 
climate for religious freedom in 
China had improved during the 
last 20 years, but still lagged 
behind interna tional standards. 

China has said it has no rea
son to recognize Judaism be
causeithas no Jews, butSchneier 
said that the issue has become 
more important now that Hong 
Kong's popula lion of some 2,500 
Jews is part of China. 



Heritage Harbor 
Museum Selected as 
Site For Unique R.I. 
Irish Famine Memorial 

The Heritage Harbor Mu
seum, which will serve as Rhode 
Island 's first statewide heritage 
center, has been chosen by the 
R.l. lrishFamine Memorial Com
mittee as the site of a permanent 
memorial commemorating the 
Irish famine. The committee is 
reviewing design proposals sub
mitted by sculptors from 
throughout the United States and 
expects to approve a final design 
for the sculpture in August. 

"All of us a t Heritage Harbor 
are pleased to partner with the 
R.I. Irish Famine Memorial Com
mittee in erecting this critica l 
public monument," said Albert 
T. Kl yberg, execu ti ve director of 
Heritage Harbor. "The proposed 
memorial fits perfectly with the 
intent of the Heritage Harbor 
Museum and its partners - to 
educatean excite the publicabout 
Rhode Island 's rich and diverse 
cultural history. Itisan honor for 
Heritage Harbor to be home to 
the Irish Famine Memorial." 

Between 1845 and 1851, the 
population of Ireland was d ev
astated by a potato famine. An 
estimated 1 million or more Irish 
men, women and children died . 
An additional 11 / 2million emi
grated to the United States and 
other countries. The memorial 
will honor the Irish famine's nu
merous victims and celebrate 
the contributions of their descen
dants to Ireland, Rhode Is land, 
and America . 

"The famine was a d evastat
ing catas trophe for the Iri sh 
people,and it should be remem
bered and better understood 
by present and all future gen
erations," said Ray mond J. 
McKenna, president of the 
Rhode Island Irish Famine Me
morial Committee. "The most 
exciting aspect of Heritage Har
bor is that it will honor all of 
those ethnic groups which are 
represented in Rhode Island 
and, at this point, not well rep
resented in other museums. This 
gives us the opportunity to un
derstand each other's heritage 

and learn about the similar d y
namics that brought us to Rhode 
Island ." 

Comprised of 10 Irish-Ameri
can organizations, the R.I. Irish 
Famine Memorial Committee is 
charged with providing Rhode 
Islanders with a deeper under
standing of the effects of the 
"Grea t Famine" both on Ireland 
and on the subsequent emigra
tion of thousands of Irish to the 
s tate. The committee is working 
to develop ed uca tional programs 
for high school students and is 
offering a series of substantive 
hi s to ri ca l prese n ta ti o ns fo r 
adults. The famine monument, 
together with an indoor Heri
tage Harbor Museum exhibit, 
will educa te Rhode Islanders 
about the his tory of the fa mine, 
as well as present day efforts to 
combat hunger. The exhibit will 
alsoprovideeducationaboutthe 
history of the Irish immigrant 
experi ences in Rhode Island . 

The Heritage Harbor Mu
seum,scheduled forcompleti on 
in the year 2001 , will be loca ted 
at the former South Street Power 
Station in downtown Provi
d ence. The museum will bring 
together the multicultural sto
ries of more than 13 museums 
through interacti ve exhibits, fes
tivals, theater a nd art. Museum 
exhibits will include a fully fur
nished Rhode Is land triple
decker house, a life-size replica 
of a 15th-century caravel which 
first brought European explor
ers to Rhode Island shores, a 
working diner,a model railroad, 
a Corliss steam engine, holo
graphic and interactive exhibits 
and the nation's firs t high-defi
nition his tory theater. 

Heritage Harbor Corporation 
is a qualified charitable organi
zation and all contributions are 
tax deductible as provided by 
law. Heritage Harbor is seeking 
the support of volunteers and 
benefactors. For more informa
tion, contact the museum's de
velopment department at 331-
8575, ext. 125. 

Summer Travels and 
Jewish Journeys 

Traveling during the sum
mer months is one of the most 
popular past times. Fo; many, 
it's the perfect time to get away. 
Kids are out of school, work 
slows downa little, etc. We find 
a few days, a weekend and even 
a week or two here and there to 
getaway every summer. 

Throughout thi s sum
mer the Rhode ls/and 
Jewish Herald will fea
ture a new and specia I 
section ent itled , 
"Summer Travels & 
Jewish Journeys." This 
section will include infor
mation, travel gu ides, s tories 
and photos about a va ri ety of 
Jewish sites throughout the 
United States and around the 
globe. 

The Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
invites the community to share 
their Jewish journeys this sum-

mer. Did you keep a travel jour
nal while you were away? Take 
anyinteresting photos?Whynot 
take some time this summer to 
write about your travels then 
send them to us? Feel free to 
include any photos along with 
your travel stories. Don' t forget 

to include your name, ad
dress and d ay time 
phone number with 
your materials. 

We will try to pub
lish as many "Summer 
Travels &Jewish Jour-

neys as poss ibl e 
through August 27. 

Please incl ud e a self-a d
dressed, stamped envelope if 
you wou ld li ke your materials 
returned. 

Send your "Summer Travels 
& Jewish Journeys" to: RI Jewish 
Herald , PO Box 6063, Provi
dence, RI 02940. 
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FEATURE 

'The Sunflower' 
by Simon Wiesenthal 

Schocken Books 
May 1997, 228 pages. 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

I have always admired the 
sunflower, one of the largest 
flowers that exists. It has become 
quite popular to plant in gar
dens and artis ts have used the 
sunflower to decorate numerous 
household items and gi fts lately. 
I, too, enjoy "sunflower" decor, 
the bright colors and the cheery 
messages they seem to bring. 
They grab your a ttention as did 
the large yellow sunflower on 
the cover of Simon Wiesenthal's 
newly republished book, The 
Sunflower: On the Possibilities and 
Limits of Forgiveness. A~er read
ing this book, (and quite rapid ly, 
I might add) I may never look at 
the su nflower in the same way. 

- The book wasfi rstprinted by 
Schocken Books in the United 
Sta tes in 1976. The Sunflower has 
since become a classic in Holo
caust Ii tera ture and has sparked 
thousands of d ialogues within 
schools, synagogues, churches 
a nd hundreds of o ther organi
zations throughout the world . 
The situation and problem are 
posed to the readers on the 
book's front cover: "You are a 
pri so ner in a concentration 
camp. A dying Nazi soldier asks 
for your forgi veness. What do 
you do?" Wiesenthal was faced 
with this true situation while 
working in a fo rced-labor camp. 
On his way to work, along with 
other inmates, he passes a field 
of hundreds of giant sunflowers. 
They acted as markers in front of 
graves of dead Nazi soldiers. ''I'll 
never see a sunflower on my 
grave," Wiesenthal ponders and 
the image of the enormous yel
low flowers stay with him for a 
lifetime. 

While working at a hospital, 
a young SS soldier requests to 
speak with Wiesenthal. He ad
mitted to having participated in 
the killings and the burning of 
buildings but wanted only to 
serve his country. " I cannot 
die ... without coming clean. 
This must be my confession," 
stated the SS man (pg.53) . The 
dilemma remained with the au
thor even after the war's end 

and would force him to con
front theyoungsoldier'smother 
in Germany in 1946. 

Wiesenthal' struestoryistold 
in the first half of the book. Af
terwards, a seriesof46 responses 
follows from men and women 
of various backgrounds and 
faiths. Contributors to The Sun
flower include: Father Flannery, 
Providence, RI, who served as a 
longtime member of the Na
tional Conference for Ca tholic
Jewish Re lations; The Da lai 
Lama; Primo Levi, an Ita lian 
Holocaust survi vor and author; 

Albert Speer, German Nazi war 
criminal and author; Cynthia 
Ozick, novelist and essayist; 
Yossi Klein Halevi, Israeli jour
nalist and son of Holocaust sur
vivor, and many others. 

Wiesenthal'sstoryiscertainly 
unique and thought-provoking. 
I, personally, found it difficult 
to sympathize with those who 
had not lived through the hor
rors of the Holocaust, yet would 
have forgiven thedyingSS man. 
The Sunflower raises numerous 
ques tions which have no 
"right" nor "wrong" answers, 
they simply create interesting 
di scussion. 

If you have read The Sun
flower or will be reading it in the 
future, the RI Jewish Herald 

would like to hear your reac
tions. Please contact the Herald 
at 724-0200 (by July 27) if you 
~uld like to be part of the "Her
ald Book Club" and further dis
cuss The Sunflower. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
R.I. Historical Society Concert Series 

"Cool Nights in a Hot City," 
The Rhode Island Historica l 
Society's summer concert series, 
begins its third year with a per
formance by The American 
Band on July 2 at 6:30 p.m. The 
concert series will be held on the 
lawn of the society's John Brown 
House at the corner of Power 
and Benefit streets in Provi
dence. Concerts are free to mem
bers of The Rhode Island His
torical Society and $4 per per
son, with a fami ly maximum of 
$10, for non-members. The se
ries wi ll run every Thursday 
evening, concluding on Sept. 3 
with the Northeastern Navy 
Showband. 

"We' re delighted to start our 
third season wi th The Ameri
can Band," stated Al Klyberg, 
the society's executive director. 
"The American Band was 
founded in 1837 and is one of 
the oldest bands in the nation. 
They truly are part of Rhode 
Island's, and the country's, his
tory." The SO-piece band will 
kick off the 4th of July holiday 
weekend with a performance of 
popular and patriotic tunes. 

"Bring your lawn chair, bring 
your blanket, bring a picnic bas
ket, and, mos t importantly, 
bring yourself to this exciting 
concert series," added Klyberg. 
The society will a lso keep John 
Brown House, one of the finest 
house museums in the Eas t, 
openunti l6:30p.m. for free tours 
for concertgoers on these night. 

For further information, con
tact Bill Greene at The Rhode 
Island Historical Society at 331-
8575, ex t. 123 or e-mail to 
<billgree@email.msn.com>. 

1998 Cool Nights in a 
Hot City Concert 

Schedule 

July 9, Pendragon 
Pendragon's vocal and instru
mental music celebrates the lives 

and lore of generations of New 
Englanders who brought tradi
tions from Ireland, Scotland, 
French Canada and other dis
tant shores to the banks of the 
Blackstone. In performance, 
they elaborate on the cultural 
and historical context of the 
music while creating a humor
ous and relaxed stage presence. 

July 16, Avenue A-Avenue 
A is a versatile group speciabz
ing in Big Band swing and jazz 
standards along with popular 
favorites. Tunes made famous 
by Duke Elbngton,Glenn Miller, 
Nat "King" Cole, the Manhattan 
Transfer, and others are pre
sented in lively arrangements. 

July 23, Providence Brigade 
Band- The Providence Brigade 
Band plays Regimental Band 
MusicoftheAmericanCivilWar. 
The arrangements of their Music 
of the Blue and Gray program 
have been crafted with careful 
altention to period style and per
formance characteristics. 

July 30, Jim Burke & the 
Dixie All Stars - The Dixie All 
Stars perform genuine New 
Orleans style dixieland music 
using authentic period arrange
ment and traditional instrumen
tation. Colorful costumes, excit
ing vocals, some jazz history, all 
mixed with a little humor, cre
a te a show that audiences of all 
ages will enjoy. 

Aug. 6, Bresler's Klezmer 
Hotshots - Michael Bresler's 
klezmer band will present East
ern European Jewish celebra
tion music featuring clarinet, 
accordion, trombone, flute, 
mandolin and piano. This emo
tiona l music will leave you 
laughing and crying. 

Aug. 13, Fourth Street String 
Band - This acoustic quartet 
featuring guitar, twin fiddles, 
harmony vocals, bass and un
usual percussive instruments 
will entertain you with a variety 

r~ -A-uto-~ h_-o-w-~~ 
t ~ I 'r CO[LISION C~ ER 

People are finding 
usby (~¥~oi~~~i~Jjj:. ff t "We do all makes and models!" mt° 

I July Special ~ 
No Fooling? 
Full Reconditioning to 

of Celtic tunes as well as other 
folk and traditional favorites. 

Aug.20, Kings Row-Kings 
Row, recognized as New 
England's #1 Oldies Band, will 
be performing classic oldies 
from the '50s and '60s. Un
matched four-part harmonies 
are their trademark and their 
elite instrumental talents create 
the unique sound and mood 
their music is known for. They 
have performed with The Plat
ters, The Duprees, Connie 
Francis, Jay & The Americans, 
Franki Valli and The Four Sea
sons, The Coasters and more. 

Aug. 27, Magnolia - Mag
nolia is a six-member Cajun 
dance band that trave ls the 
Northeast playing high energy 
two-stepsa11d sensuous waltzes 
that will keep you dancing long 
into the night! 

Sept. 3, Northeast Navy 
Showband - The Northeast 
Navy Showband is the mos t 
sought after big band in New 
England. The group performs a 
variety of American musical 
styles including swing, blues, 
patriotic and popular favorites. 
This final concert in the series is 
free. 

City Nights Hosts 
Auditions 

City Nights Dinner Theatre 
announces open auditions for 
the October show of its 15th sea
son, the' 50s Rock ' n' Roll musi
cal "Grease," produced by 
David Jepson and directed by 
Ernest J. Medeiros. Audition 
dates are July 12 at 6 p.m. and 
July 13 at 7 p.m. Auditions wi ll 
take place at the theater, 27 Ex
changeSt. in Pawtucket. Needed 
are one woman in her 30s, eight 
women 14 to 25 years old, eight 
men 14 go 25 years old. 

Auditioners should be pre
pared to sing a vocal selection 
from the show and be properly 
dressed for dance auditions. 

Performance dates for 
"Grease" are October 9, 10, 16 to 
18, 23, 25, 29, 31, November 1, 5, 
6 to 8. 

City Nights provides a sti
pend payment to all cast, crew 
and production staffing. Inquir
ies are always welcome for all 
areas of participation. Appren
tice positions are often avail
able. 

For further information, call 
the box office, 723-6060 and 
leave name and number. 

ERRANDS UNLIMITED 
Personal Assistance • Shopping 

Delivery Service & More 
7 24-9963 

WE SELL TIME BECAUSE ... 
YOUR TIME IS TOO PRECIOUS! 

lime entrepreneur.~ are bonded. t Si'6i80 
·1 (with free courtesy car) -

P.S. Bring in this ad and 
receive an extra 10% off! 

~ SOII-Ul>-0370 • sos-331,-CJ777 ~ --
~~ Fax# 508-336-0375 W , -L 78 Leavitt Street, Seekonk.(behind Auto Show Volvo) J 
~l L<. •RS"" ~l--~ 

Mystic Seaport 
Summer Events 

• Planetarium Program Fam
ily Skywatcher's Guide, July 8, 
15, 22 and 29. These informal, 
Wednesday evening (8:30 p.m.) 
programs for the whole family, 
acquaint you withstarsand con
stellations of the current 
evening'ssky. Learn how to find 
star patterns no matter the sea
son or location on our conti
nent. There is a feature topic 
each evening. If skies are clear, 
this program will be held out
doors to look at real night sky 
with the naked eye and through 
telescopes. All ages welcome; 5 
and under free. Fee: $3.50 ($2.50 
Mystic Seaport members). In
formation: (860) 572-5355. 

• Friday O ne-Day Tradi
tional BoathandlingClass,July 
3 to Aug. 28. These one-day 
classes will be held Fridays from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every 
day at the boathouse. 
Fee: $60 ($50, Mys
tic Seaport mem
bers) . Informa
tion: (860) 572-
0711, ext. 4233. 

• 19th-Cen
tu ry Indepen
dence Day Cel
ebration, July 4. 
Mystic Seaport 
becomes the scene of an old
fashioned, small town Indepen
dence Day where 19th-century 
costumes and customs create the 
look of 1876. Visitors of all ages 
are invited to join the parade 
and patriotic ceremonies that 
begin in the museum's village 
at 1 p.m. after a noon concert. 
Activities later in the afternoon 
include a game of croquet with 
"people from the past," an old
fashioned Spelling Bee for chil
dren, and visitors are offered 
the opportunity to try their hand 
at rowing a whaleboat. Infor
mation: (860) 572-5315. 

• Book Signing, Hen Frig
ates by Joan Druett, July 4. Hen 
Frigates is a fascinating portrait 
of the courageous wives of sail
ing ship captains of the 19th cen
tury, told for the firs t time 
through journals and letters. 
Druett will be signing her new 
book from 11 a.m. to 1 p .m. at 
Mystic Seaport Museum Stores. 
Information: (860) 572-5315. 

• Book Signing, New Lon
don by John Ruddy, July 4. Just 
published, this photographic 

study of New London charts its 
early history to World War I. 
These wonderful photos enable 
us to see a New London of yes
teryea r. Ruddy is currently 
working on New London's post
World War! years. Rudy will be 
available to sign his new book 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Mystic 
Seaport Museum Stores. Infor
mation: (860) 572-5315. 

• Planetarium Program Ce
lestial Navigation (1839-1845), 
July 9 to 23. Lesson one will 
include chart work, use and his
tory of the sextant plus altitude 
corrections. Lesson two will in
clude prediction of local noon 
and latitude by the noon sun. 
Lesson three will cover deter
mination of local time with the 
sextant and "longitude by chro
nometer." Lesson four, on a Sat-

urday or Sunday, will be 
sight-taking at noon 

and /or midmorning 
with the sextant and 

computation of 
latitude, time of 

day and longi
- tude. Histori
cal context and 

exa mples will 
be included. Fee: 
$50 (Mystic Sea

port members: $45). Informa
tion: (860) 572-5355. 

• Antique & Classic Boat 
, Rendezvous,July25and26.See 
a festivegatheringofbeautifully 
restored wooden power and 
sailboats,a llofwhichwerebuilt 
before 1952. This event is held to 
encourage and recognize excel
lence in the restora tion and 
maintenance of antique and clas
sic vessels, and to provide an 
opportunity for owners to dis
play vessels of high quality, de
sign, construction and appear
ance. The rendezvous concludes 
on Sunday with a parade of the 
craft down the Mystic River 
starting at noon. Information 
(860) 572-5315. 

• Melville Marathon, July 
31 to Aug. 1. Those anxious to 
find the "white whale" gather 
for the 13th annua l reading 
to commemorate Herman 
Melville's 179th birthday with a 
24-hour reading of his classic, 
Moby-Dick, on board the last 
wooden whaleshi pin the world; 
the Charles W. Morgan. Infor
mation: (860) 572-5315. 

In Our Kitchen 
Family recipes have fast become fami ly heirlooms,_espe

cially in the Jewish kitchen. Do you remember the dehc10us 
aroma coming from your mother's (or grandmother's) kitchen? 
Were you a faithful kitchen helperor a kitchen observer? What 
were some of your favorite kitchen memories, and rec!pes? 

Why not share your family heirlooms and stones with the 
Rhode Island Jewish Community? The Rhode lsla11d Jewish 
Heraldwill soonfeaturea new column entitled "In Our Kitchen." 
The column will feature your stories and favorite family 
recipes - and feel free to include a photo as well. 

In order for your story and/or recipe to be published, 
please include your name, address and phone num

ber. Mail your stories and recipes to: 
Attn: In Our Kitchen Rhode lsla11d Jew

ish Herald, PO Box 6063, Providence, 
RI 02940. 

If you would like your materi
als returned to you, please in
clude a self-addressed, stamped 

G:J envelope as well. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Island Moving Co. Presents 

'Dance on Goat Island' 
Newport's Island Moving Co. 

presents a series of Tuesday 
evening dance concerts on Goat 
Island in Newport Harbor be
ginning July 7 and running ev
ery Tuesday evening through 
July. Beginning at 6:30 p.m ., the 
concerts will take place in a 
roofed, open-air venue looking 
out over the bay to Jamestown. 
The concerts are informal and 
last about an hou r. Tickets are $6 
for all seats and will be available
at the door at the Gateway Cen
ter. "Dance at Goat Island" is 
presented with sponsorship from 
Newport Vineyards and with 
assistance from the Doubletree 
Islander Hotel and Island Devel
opment Corpora tion. 

Opening "Dance on Goat Is
land" onJuly7will be Brian Jones 
and Donald Suthard of Provi
dence in "Street Tap." Tap danc
ing to classic American jazz, Jones 
and Suthard bring a street energy 
to standards such as "Maple Leaf 
Rag" and "Sing Sing Sing." Cof
fee cans and sets of tuned boxes 
provide additional surfaces for 
percussive teamwork. 

Daniel McCusker and Danc
ers from Portla nd, Maine, will 

premiere a work created spe
cifically for the site on July 14. 
Developed from McCusker's 
performance piece, "Doubtful 
Journey, day trip (goat island)" 
is a work for nine dancers, in
cluding McCusker and dancer/ 
choreographers Rozann Kraus 
and Brian Crabtree. 

Island Moving Co. takes the 
July 21 date, presenting works 
from the repertoire as well as 
sections from new works in 
progress for the 1998 Outdoor 
Summer Dance Concerts. The 
series concludes on July 28 with 
a performance by Underfoot 
Dance of New York. Led by 
Gabriela Ammann and Melissa 
Arra, the s ix d ancers of 
Underfoot Dance use text, mu
sic and theater techniques, as 
well as movement, in works 
ra ngi ng from the emotionally 
charged to the humorous. 

Tickets for "Dance on Goat 
Island" are $6 for all seats and 
are available at the door and at 
the Newport Gateway Center. 
A pass for a ll six concerts may 
be purchased from the Isla nd 
Moving Co. for $25. For infor
ma tion, call 847-4470. 

'Advice From A Caterpillar' 
Brown Summer Theatre presents "Advice From a Caterpillar" 

as its second offering this season. 
A marvelous modern comedy about Missy, an avant-garde 

video artis t, alienated from her middle-class, suburban roots but 
happy in her work and her love affair with a married stockbroker. 
Happy until, at the urging of her best friend to find an unmarried 
boyfriend, she does just that. Unfortunately, the man who becomes 
the object of her affection is the lover of that very same best friend. 
Written by the author of the off-beat, wi ldly funny screenplay for 
"To Wong Fu, Thanks for Everything Julie Newmar," and the 
recent hit "As Bees in Honey Drown," this sharp, witty comedy 
should prove very entertaining. 

Directed by Brown alumnus, James Crawford, the cast is com
prised of recent Brown graduates Christina Nicosia, McCabe! 
Burnett, Jonathan Wolanske, and also Adam Arian, a current 
Brown student. 

Performance days are Tuesday through Saturday. All perfor
mances are at 8 p.m. in Leeds Theatre. Tickets are available at the 
Leeds Theatre Box Office. Ticket prices are $14 regular admission, 
$10 senior Citizens (65 and over), Brown employees, and students 
with a valid ID. Tickets may also be purchased by phone with a 
VISA/MasterCard. Leeds Theatre is air-conditioned and handi
cap accessible. To charge your order or for more information, call 
863-2838. 

RISO Comes Down to Earth 
Just one of the many works on view this summer in the Rhode Island School of Design's 

Museum's "Down to Earth: The Enduring Landscape" exhibi tion. Nancy Friese, Bunny Harvey, 
Judith Brodsky, Michael Masur, Fish Bundy, and others confront landscape'.s pleasures and 
mysteries in a wide range of mediums in this show, which is drawn primarily from the 
museum's collection. "Down to Earth: The Enduring Landscape" is on view through Aug. 30. 
The RISO Museum is located at 224 Benefit St. in Providence. It is open Wednesday through 
Sunday,10 a.m. to 5 p .m.; Friday until 8 p .m. Artist is Nancy Friese (American, b. 1948); "Under 
Brittany Skies," 1997. Oil on linen. Gift of the trustees of R1SD in honor of Doreen Bolger, 
museum director, 1994-1998. Photo by Erik Gould, RISO Museum photographer 

J&W Offers Summer Chef's Choice Classes 
Johnson & Wales University's Continuing Education Department is offering Chef's Choice classes 

- including a weeklong Senior Cooking Camp- to cooking enthusiasts who want to sharpen their 
culinary skills this summer. 

All classes are taught by Johnson & Wales chef-instructors and combine·demonstrabons a nd 
hands-on experience in the university's professional kitchens at the College of Culinary Arts. 

Chef's Choice offers a variety of one-day sessions and includes such topics as Viva Italian, 
summertime buffet, Cajun cooking, picnic in a basket, fruit fiesta, vegetarian cooking, cooking with 
fresh herbs, chicken dishes and more. A Know Your Grill series and Summer Cooking Technique 
series is also being offered. 

The program runs through Aug. 20. Classes will be held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings at a cost of $35 to $45 each. The weeklong Senior Cooking Camp is scheduled for the week 
of Aug. 17 and costs $175. 

For more information or a complete listing of course&, call 598-2336. 

Hot Sights and Sounds of Summer ~ Barnsider's 
A. Mile ~ A Ou_arter 

The hot sights and sounds of 
summer are filling Providence 
with music, theater, and dance 
this season. The summer months 
are packed full of events pro
grammed by the City of Provi
dence Parks Department, office 
of cultural affairs. 

Music is in the air through 
Aug. 25 from noon to 2 p .m. on 
the Riverwalk at Providence 
Washington Plaza. The series, 
sponsored by the Providence 
Washington Insurance Compa
niesand Capitol Arts Providence, 
isagreatway to enjoyyourlunch 
and take in some great local 
music. For 10 consecutive Fri
days at 7 p.m. through Aug. 25, 
Waterplace Park comes alive 
with Lifebeat's Picnics in the Park 
Concerts. Performers from 
around the globe will bring an 
eclectic mix of blues,jazz, coun
try, and world music to the stage 
at Waterplace Park. 

The fun continues with Sum
merSpecialsat Waterplace Park. 
Celebrate the red, white,and blue 
with the94th Army Band on July 

6. A 40-piece concert band and a 
Dixieland band play at what's 
sure to be a great way to end the 
holidayweekend.July9at7p.m. 
jazz piano legend Ahmad Jamal 
graces the stage in a concert pre
sented by Steinway & Sons in 
conjunction with the Piano Tech
nicians Guild, Inc. Annual Con
vention and Technical Institute. 
The weekend of July 25 and 26 is 
a dance delight. Cavanaugh and 
Dancers take the s tage at 
Waterplace Park with their ex
traordinary modern ballet July 
25 at 7 p.m. On July 26, Nourhan 
Sharif presents Art in the Park, a 
daylong festival of traditional 
and ethnic dance. 

Words fly in Waterplace and 
atStationParks. The bard comes 
to Waterplace Park with Trinity 
Conservatory's production of 
"Twelfth Night." These free per
formances put a new twist on 
Shakespeare and begin at 6:30 
p.m. on July 11 a nd 18. On Aug. 
23 from noon to 8 p .m., A Festi
val of Words will take p lace in 
Station Park. Featuring Rhode 

Island's premier storytellers and 
wordsmiths, including Bill 
Harley, Lenny Cabral, and Marc 
Joel Levitt, the event will end in 
a word music dance party. Ad
mission: $10 for adu lts, free for 
children 12 and under. 

The summer ends on a high 
note with the Providence Wa
terfront Festival. Now in its 14th 
year, this festival offers some
thing for everyone. Beginning 
Sept. 11, the festival kicks into 
high gear with the world beat 
music of Rhode Island's own 
Planet Groove. The night heats 
up wi th the exotic and primal 
sounds of Noo Yoo Doo, an ex
citing and unique new group 
w hose haunti ng yet very 
danceable original music incor
porates the rhythms, melodies 
and movements of ceremonial 
tribal music and American pop. 

Saturday and Sunday are full 
of music, children's activities, 
folk arts demons tratio ns, 
crafters and food vendors. The 
WaterfronlJazzFestival returns 
on Sept. 13. 

BANQUET MENU PI.ANS 
ALL OPTIO N S ARE A CCOMPANIED B Y SOUP DU JOUR, GARD E N 

SALAD, WITH A CHOICE OF R ICE PILAF OR BAKED P O TATO 

OPTION 1 • $19.95* PER PERSON 

C/,oicc o/ Chicken Teriyaki, Ilaked Boston Scrod or Petite Top Sirloin 
Co/Jee or Tca/Fr'f!rre/, Vanilla lee Cream 

OPTION 2 • $21 .95* PER P E RS ON 

c/,oiee o/Top Sirloin, Baked Haddock, Grilled Chicken 
with Tomato Da11iJ Vinaigrette 

Coffee or Tca/Fn:me/, Vanilla lee Cream 

OPTION 3 • $ 2 3.95* P E R P E RS ON 

c/,oiec a/Petite Prime Rib, Baked Stuffed S l1rimp, 
Baked Stuffed Shrimp & Sirloin, Baked Scallop11 & Sirloin 

Coffe?e or Tca/c/,ocolatc Tr11J/lc Mo11sse Ca/w 

OPTION 4 • $ 2 5 .95* PER P E R S ON 

Clroiec o/ Primc Rib, New Yo rk Sirloin, Dakccl Scallop11 & Prime Ril,, 
Frc11l1 Salmon Hollandaise, Oakccl S tuffed S l,rimp & Prime Ril, 

Co/Jee or Tea/Cf,ocofate Truffle Mousse> Cake 

O PTION 5 • $27.95* PER PERSON 

C/10ice o/Lohster Casserole & Sirloin, Filct i'li~no n witl, Dcarnaise Sauce, 
Gri lled Fre!l1 Sworclfisl, , S teak Au Poivre 

Coffee or Too/C/,ocolatc Tru[/71! Mousse CaL'C! 
•TAX ANO GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

375 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVI DENCE• 401-351•7300 
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OBITUARIES 
SADIE BANDER-BROWN 
EAST PROVIDENCE -

Sadie Bander-Brown, 99, of the 
Evergreen House Health Cen
ter in East Providence, formerly 
of Providence, died June 25 at 
the center. She was the wife of 
the late William Brown, and the 
late Samuel Bander. 

Born in Roumania, she was a 
daughter of the late Morris and 
Jennie Goldstein. She had lived 
in Rhode Island since she was a 
child, and in Providence for 
most of her life. 

She was a former member of 
Temple Torat Yisrael, and the 
Women's Association for the 
Jewish Home for Aged, where 
she had been an ardent fund
raiser since its origin. She was a 
former member of the Majestic 
Senior Guild, and the Cranston 
Senior Guild. 

She leaves a daughter, 
Frances Priest Gerstenblatt of 
Cranston; a son, Sydney Bander 
of West Warwick; two sisters, 
Bella Stone of Boynton Beach, 
Fla.; four grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren, and two 
great-great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
June 28 in Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

JERRY KANTOR 
HOLLYWOOD, Fla. - Jerry 

Kantor, 85, of Hollywood, Fla., 
died June 6. He was the hus
band of Mollie (Aronson) 
Kantor. 

Born in New York, he was 
the son of the late Fannie 

Smolinsky and Samuel Kantor. 
He lived in Florida si nce 1978, 
previously residing in Provi
dence, R.I. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
stepson, Stephen Aronson of 
Riverside, Calif., and a step
daughter, Linda Flamer of War
wick, R.I.; five grandchildren, 
Reid Flamer, Jeffrey and Linda 
Flamer and Robert and Robin 
DeMello; and four great-grand
children, Chelsea Flamer and 
Ross, Randy and Ryan DeMello. 
He was the brother of the late 
Herman Kantor. 

The funeral service was held 
June 9 at Levitt-Weinstein Fu
neral home in Hollywood, Fla. 
Burial was in Mount Ararat 
Cemetery, Farmingdale, N.Y. 

HENRY LUFF 
PROVIDENCE - Henry 

Luff, 93, of 670 North Main St., 
owner of RO-JO Trailer Equip
mentCo., diedJune22atMiriam 
Hospital. He was the husband 
of the late Dorothy (Shaulson) 
Luff and Esther (Rabi now) Luff. 

Born in Boston, a son of the 
late Abraham and Anna 
(Yankelson) Luff, he lived in 
Providence for 66 years. 

He founded RO-JO Trailer 
Equipment Co. in 1942and con
tinued working there until ill
ness recently forced him to re
tire. 

He was a former member of 
Congregation Sons of Zion and 
Mishkon T'filoh. 

He leaves a son, Samuel Luff 
in Florida; two grandchildren 
and a great-granddaughter. He 
was the brother of the late 

Gabriel Luff,Mildred Goldman, 
Amy Orent Phillips and Bess 
Bernstein. 

A graveside service was held 
June 24 in Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Warwick. Arrangements 
were by the Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

MARTHA SCHWARTZ 
PROVIDENCE - Martha 

Schwartz, 91, of 125 Scituate 
Ave., Cranston, died June 24 at 
Roger Williams Hospital, Provi
dence. She was the wife of the 
late Morris Schwartz. 

Born in Russia, a daughter of 
the late Nathan and Goldie 
Glassman, she lived in Cran

. ston for the past year, previ
ously living in Pawtucket. 

She was a former member of 
Congregation Ohawe Shalom 
and its Sisterhood, and the Jew
ish Home for the Aged. 

She leaves two sons, Norman 
Schwartz of Hollywood, Fla., 
and Dr. William Schwartz of 
New York City; two daughters, 
Tillie Orleck of Cranston, and 
Elaine Zundell of Revere, Mass.; 
a brother, Samuel H. Glassman 
of Pawtucket; two sisters, Anne 
Gorden and Ethel Kaplan, both 
of Warwick; and nine grand
children. 

She was the sister of the late 
Rose Sandler and Bessie 
Bonneville. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held June 26 in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Arrange
ments were by the Max Sugar
man Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 
ft 

J1"!' ''(i1t . . 
. "'""""'"- Certified by the 
ii"~' 'i R.I. Board of Rabbis 

'f 

,_.::;.::__.... Member of the Jewish 
;,,~) Funeral Directors of America 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Comer of Doyle Avenue) 

Please call for your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-dawn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
I-800-331-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

JACKWINET 
PALO ALTO, Calif. - Jack 

Winet of Palo Alto, Calif., died 
June 24. 

He is survived by two sons, 
David Winet and Jonathan 
Winet, of California; a daugh
ter, Susan Winet of California; a 
brother, Louis Winet of New 

C 

Bedford, Mass .; and a sister, 
Sally Glicksman of New 
Bedford, Mass. 

Funeral services were held in 
California on June 26. 

Arrangements were by the 
Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

Swiss Leaders Narrowly 
Reject Refugee's 

Compensation Claim 
by Fredy Rom 

BERN (JT A) - Swiss Jewish 
leaders have sharply criticized 
a government decision to deny 
compensation to a Jewish refu
gee whom Swiss border guards 
handed over to Nazi Germany 
in 1943. 

"The reaction of the govern
ment is not acceptable, espe
cially because in 1943 the gov
ernment knew exactly what is 
going to happen to those Jews 
returned to the Nazis," said 
Werner Rom, president of 
Zurich's Jewish community. 

Joseph Spring, 71, who now 
lives in Australia, had de
manded about $67,000 in com
pensation from the Swiss gov
ernment. 

But the government said that 
while it deeply regretted the in
cident, Spring's claim had no 
leg a 1 basis. 

Sources close to the govern
ment said the Cabinet vote was 
4 to 3 against Spring's claim. 

The main opponent was For
eign Minister Flavio Cotti , who 
voiced concern that a settlement 
would lead to demands from 
other Jewish survivors for com
pensation, a source said. 

Switzerland expelled more 
than30,000Jewsduringthewar, 
most of whom died. 

At the same time, Switzer-

land provided refuge to about 
25,000 Jews, who survived the 
wartogetherwithSwitzerland's 
20,000 Jewish citizens. 

Spring had charged that in 
1943 he was turned away at the 
Swiss border twice. 

The first time, Swiss border 
guards sent him back to occu
pied France, but on the second 
occasion he and three others flee
ing with him were handed di
rectly over to the Germans. 

In that second attempt to 
.cross the Swiss border, Spring 
and his companions had false 
papers to mask their religion. 
But when they arrived in Swit
zerland, they showed their real 
papers, thinking thatthey would 
get asylum more easily as Jews. 

After they were handed over 
to the Germans, they produced 
their fa lse papers to avoid de
tection as Jews. 

But German officials knew 
they were Jewish - because, 
Spring charges, the Swiss bor
der guards gave the Germans 
their real identity papers. 

Spring was sent to 
Auschwitz, where he managed 
to survive the war. 

Thomas Lyssy, vice president 
of the Swiss Jewish community, 
said the government's refusal 
to compensate Spring was "a 
moral disaster." 

Court: Suspected War Criminals 
Cannot Invoke Fifth Amendment 

by Daniel Kurtzman 
WASHINGTON (JTA) -

The Supreme Court has issued a 
decision that is Ii kely to boost 
efforts to bring Nazi war crimi
nals to justice. 

The high court, by a 7 to 2 vote 
· in a case of a suspected Nazi 
collaborator, ruled that the Fifth 
Amendment's right to remain 
silent applies only to criminal 
proceedingsintheUnitedStates. 

The ruling means that 
Aloyzas Balsys, an 85-year-old 
resident alien born in Lithuania 
and now living in Woodhaven, 
N.Y., would face a contempt ci
tation if he continues to refuse 
to explain his activities in Eu
rope during World War II. 

The ruling handed a victory 
to the Justice Department, which 
warned that extending the Fifth 
Amendment's protection to for
eign prosecution would hurt 
U.S. law enforcement efforts to 
thwart terrorists, drug smug
glers and other international 
criminals. 

"It is an enormously impor
tant deci sion," sa id Eli 
Rosenbaum, director of the Jus
tice Department's office of spe
cial investigations. "The Su
preme Court's ruling will have 
a profound implication not only 
for OSI's program, but for 

American law enforcement gen
erally." 

The decision resolves a prob
lem that has plagued OSI' s work 
for the last 15 years. Rosenbaum 
said it has been very common 
for suspected war criminals to 
invoke the Fifth Amendment 
and for OSI investigators to "get 
doors closed in our faces." 

The ruling "allows the Office 
of Special Investigations to go 
full steam ahead in terms of track
ing down the Nazi war criminals 
in our midst," said Elizabeth 
Holtzman, a former member of 
congress who was the first to 
blow the whistle on the presence 
of Nazi war criminals in the 
United States and who helped 
createOSI, the Nazi-hunting arm 
of the Justice Department. 

"Timeisrunningoutand this 
decision will have an important 
impact," added Holtzman. 

Ba lsys emigrated to the 
United States in 1961, telling 
immigration officials at the time 
that he served in the Lithuanian 
army from 1934to 1940and then 
lived in hiding in Lithuania be
tween 1940 and 1944. 

The Justice Department, how
ever, suspects that during those 
years Balsys was a member of 
the Lithuanian secret police 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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• Integrating a mass transit 
of light rail and buses. 

• Development of a major 
road system surrounding the 
city. 

• Speeding up implementa
tion of neighborhood renewal 
projects. 

Netanyahu, who was joined 
at his news conference by J erusa
lem Mayor Ehud Olmert, said 
the purpose of the plan was to 
s tream Ii ne services already pro
vided to outlying communities 
and to give Jerusalem greater 
control over areas west of the 
capital. 

The Israeli government's ef
forts to separate political from 
economic concerns surrounding 
Jerusalem did not mute criti
cism of the plan. 

U .S. Sec re ta ry o f Sta te 
Mad eleine Albright said unilat
eral moves linked to the final 
status of the city were not pro
ducti ve. 

During a recent conference 
call, Albright asked the chair
man of the Conference of Presi
d ents of Major American Jewish 
organiza tions; Melvin Salberg, 
who was in Israel, to press Net
a nyahu to ca ncel the plan. 

According toa participant on 
the call, Albright sa id that Net
a nyahu blamed the reports on 
"Palestinian propaga nda" and 
promised to cla rify hi s 
government's position at a news 
conference. 

Despite the Israeli clarifica
tions, Palestinian officials d e
nounced the move as a de fac to 

Jerusalem 
(Continued from Page 1) 

annexation of areas in the West 
Bank and an attempt to alter the 
statusofJerusalemand the city's 
demographic balance between 
Jews and Arabs, in violation of 
the signed accords. 

Netanyahu rejected the criti
cism, saying that the plan delib
erately did not do anything to 
a lter the politica l status of the 
city, which is slated to be re
solved in final-sta tus talks be
tween Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Netanyahu d enied that the 
plan represented a ny violation 
of Israeli-Palestinia n accords, 
adding that he regretted that the 
Americans did not contact him 
before condernni ng the proposal. 

The premier said he had dis
cussed the details of the pro
posal with Albright and had sent 
clarifi ca tions to Israeli embas
sies in Europe. 

The Israeli move comes as 
the United Sta tes is trying to 
achieve a breakthro ug h tha t 
would revive Israeli-Pales tinian 
peace talks. At the same time, 
Washington has been seeking 
to di ssuade Western Eu ropea n 
cou ntries from backing an Arab 
effort to upgrade the sta tus of 
the Pales tine Libera tion Orga
niza tion at the United Na tions. 

Palestinian nego tia tor Saeb 
Ere ka t termed the Is rae li 
Cabinet's d ecision a "declara
tion of wa r." 

Ahmed Tibi, an Israeli Arab 
ad viser to Palestinian Author
ity leader Yasser Arafa t, sa id it 
was a "slap in the face" of Ameri-

What's Your Jewish I.Q.? 
(Continued from Page 13) 

42. Sephardim - Jews trad- 54. Yorn HaShoa h - Holo-
ing their ancestry to medieva l caust Remembra nce Day 
Spain 55. Shavuot - Festi va l com-

43. Ashkenazim-Jews trac- memora ting the giving of the 
ing their ancestry .to medieva l Torah at Moun t Sinai 
Germany 56 .-60. The five Books of 

44. Shu! - Yidd ish word fo r Moses are: Genesis, Exod us, 
synagogue Lev iti cus, N umb ers a nd 

45. Havd alah - Ceremony Deu teronomy. The Hebrew 
separa ting Sa bba th a nd the names are: Beresheet, Shrnot, 
weekdays Vayikra, Bemidbar, Devarim. 

46. Yeshiva - A place for 
s tud y o f traditi o nal Jewis h 
tex ts 

Part V 

47. Rosh Hashanah - New 
Year 

48. Yorn Kippur - Day of 
Atonement 

49. Sukkot - Fall harves t 
Festival of Booths 

50.SimchatTorah-Celebra
tion of completion of the annual 
reading of the Torah 

51. Chanukah-Celebration 
of the victory of the Maccabees 
and the miracle of the oil 

52. Purim - Commemora
tion of the rescue of Persian Jews 
from Haman's evil plan 

53. Passover - Festival of 
the exodus of the Israelites from 
Egyptian bondage 

Part VI 

61. Raoul Wallenberg was the 
Swedish (non-Jewish) diplomat 
who saved nearly 100,000 Hun
garian Jews during World War 
II. 

62. Isaiah is the name of one 
of the greatest biblical prophets. 

63. Theodor Herzl was the 
Austrian-born founder of mod
ern politica l Zionism. 

64. Maimonides (Moses ben 
Maimon) was a 12th century 
Jewish thinker, philosopher, 
physician and rabbi. 

65. Elie Wiesel is the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner and au thor 
of books on the Holocaust and 
other Jewish themes. 

66. Albert Einstein was a 
Nobel Prize-winning physicist 
who declined to become Israel's 
second president. 

YOU'Rl UAVING? 
Take time to let us know. Whenever and wherever you go, we 

want you to tell us. Tell US - not the Post Office. 

They don't tell us everything, you know! 

Call 724-0200 
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can efforts to end a 16-month
long deadlock in Israeli-Pales
tinian negotiations. 

Egypt and Jordan, the two 
Arab countries that have signed 
peace treaties with Israel, also 
denounced the plan. 

Israeli opposition members 
also denounced the proposal. 

The Labor party accused Net
anyahu of mistakenly bringing 
Jerusalem to the center of politi
cal debate. Labor Knesset mem
ber Hagai Merom suggested that 
the decision was an attempt by 
the premier to placate far-right 
members of his coalition, who 
have been clamoring for action 
on such building projects as Har 
Homa insoutheasternJerusa lem. 

" It seems that the prime min
ister started to dea l wi th the 
Jerusa lem question in order to 
gai n the favo r of the National 
Religious party and all the other 
r ight-wi ng representa ti ves," 
sa id Merom, "to show that he is 
not giving up territories, but the 
opposi te, he is annexi ng terri to
ri es to the city of Jerusa lem." 

But Merom cautioned that a 
provoca tion such as expanding 
Je rusa lem wo ul d bl ock the 
achievement of a further rede
ployment. 

The head of the Na tional Re
ligious Party fac tion in the Knes
set, Shrnaryahu Ben-Zur, wel
co m ed the d ecis io n to 
s trengthen Jerusa lem as a "firs t 
s tep," and ca lled on the govern
m ent to immedi a te ly begin 
building on Har Homa and ex
panding eastward. 

Meanwhile, leadersofJerusa
lem suburbs that wo uld be 
brought under Jerusa lem's au
thority condemned the decision, 
sayi ng that it would undermine 
the li festyle and independence 
the residents li ving there had 
sought. 

War Criminals 
(Continued from Page 18) 

which persecuted Jews in co l
labora tion with the Nazis. 

The Justice Department has 
sought to question Balsys since 
1993, but he has refused, argu
ing that hi s answers could sub
jec t him to prosecuti on in 
Lithuania, Israel and Germany. 

A federa l judge initially ruled 
that Balsys had to testify, but 
the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals laterruled thathecould 

· invoke the Fifth Amendment's 
protection against self-incrimi
nation. 

In reversing the appeals court 
decision, Justice David Souter, 
writing for the-court majority, 
said, "Concern with foreign 
prosecution is beyond the scope 
oftheself-incriminationclause." 

He said the court was "unable 
to dismiss the position of the 
United States in this case, that 
domestic law enforcement would 
sufferseriousconsequencesiffear 
of foreign prosecution were rec
ognized as a sufficient to invoke 
the privilege." 

Justices Stephen Breyer and 
Ruth BaderGinsburgdissented . 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
Appraising • Bead Stringing 

Fine Jewelry Repair 

We Succeed where Others Fail 
(401) 274-9460 

CLASSIFIED 
FOR RENT 

EAST SIDE APARTMENT - Two bedroom, 
third floor with parking . 195 Pleasant St. off 
Hope, Providence. Non-smoker, no pets, no 
children. $450 per month plus utilities. Near 
Miriam Hospital and Brown. Call 454-8243. 

7/9/98 

EAST SIDE HOUSE - Fully furnished sum
mer rental July and August. $650/mo. plus 
utilities. Call 454-6577 or 421-1288. 

712}98 

GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION , REPAIRS ANO CLEANING 
- 30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-01 74. 3/5/99 

HELP WANTED 

LIVE-IN COMPANION for physically active 
widower in late 80s. Light housekeeping and 
some cooking involved. Must be in good 
health and have car. Send resume and refer
ences to Class Box 1. 7/2/98 

JOBS WANTED 

COMPANION TO ELDERLY - Wishing to 
assist person with daily routine, appoint
ments, shopping, etc. Good sense of humor. 
References. 658-4477. 7/9/98 

COMPANION - Reliable, caring , 13 years 
experience. Available all hou rs. Excellent ref
erences. Call (401) 642-0070 7/2/98 

JOBS WANTED 

R.H. SEEKS PART-TIME home care. Call 
397-6018. 7/2/98 

SERVICES 

A&E CLEANING J)ONE RIGHT. Honest, de
pendable, affordable. 8 years experience. Free 
estimates. 781-8002 or 861-7879. 7/23/98 

WHILE YOU ARE AWAY .. . Pet feeding , walk
ing , plant watering. bonded, insured. Start
ing at $1 2/hr. 724-9963. 7/2/98 

WANTED TO BUY 

COSTUME JEWELRY - Pre-1970s; also 
autographed letters of well-knowns. Please 
ca ll in Fall River (508) 679-1545. 4/16/99 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents 
each. Payment must be received by Monday at 
4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when the ad is 
scheduled to appear. Th is newspaper wi ll not, 
knowingly, accept any advertising for rea l es
tate which is in violation of the R. I. Fair Hous
ing Act and Section 804 (C) of Title VIII of the 
1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwelling/housing accommo
dations advertised in this newspaper are avail
able on an equal opportunity basis. 

In Praise of Women 
(Continued from Page 4) 

We need to wipe out the possi
bilities that shake the found a
tions of the fa mily: di vo rce, 
abandonment, domes ti c abuse. 
We can accomplish this by learn
ing to reverse macho behavior 
and lea rni ng to be more sensi
tive. Jewish p ractice in itse lf 
won' t to the job; it will take a 
deep look inside ourselves to 
see w ho we rea lly are. We need 
to lea rn to listen more carefully 
and lea rn to become more vul
nerable: to take a chance that 
o thers will understand and ap
precia teour innermost thoughts 
and fee lings. That is how we 
show respec t a nd p raise for 
women. 

Jewish tradition, parti cularly 
Orthod oxy, recognizes the all
important place a woman occu
pies in the life of the fa mily; in 
no way is she looked upon as 
being inferior to men. Not a ll 
Jewish women would ag ree 
wi th tha t position. "In praise of 
women" proposes an equali za
tion of the differences, a t home, 
in the workplace and in every 
sphere of life. 

Spiegler is a Certified Polarity 
Therapist, registered with advanced 
standing in the American Polarity 
Therapy Association and a student 
and teacher of Jewish Mysticism. 
For information, call (508) 252-4302 
or E-mail <DSpieg 541 l @ao/.com>. 
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R.I. Audubon Soci~ty 
Offers Summer Camps 
Join the Audubon Socie ty o f 

Rhode Is la nd for its Nature Day 
Camps a t Caratunk Wildlife 
Refuge. The ASRI is accepting 
regis tra tions for its 1998 sum
m er camps, including sessions 
for p re-schoolers as we ll as chil
dren in grades one through s ix. 
Campers will exp eri ence the 
wonders o f the outdoors a nd 
the local environment. 

Audubon's professional s ta ff 
has a long history o f p roviding 
quali ty, educa tional programs. 
Caratunk, loca ted in Seekonk, 
Mass.,o ffersa variety of habita ts 
including pond,stream, fi eld and 
fores t. A full schedule of four
and five-day camps are offered 
at Cara tunk through Aug. 21. 
These cam ps include Early Bi rds, 
ages 3 to 5; Fledglings, ages 5 to 
6; Wild li fe Ways, grades ki nder
garten to one and two to three; 
Nature Ways, grades ki ndergar-

ten to one and two to three; Wet
land Ways, grades kindergarten 
to one and two to three; and 
Explorers, grades fo ur to six, 
w hich is a four-day camp with 
one evening program . Fees vary 

·from cam p to camp but range 
from$44 and $125 per child .Hik
ing, s tories, explora tion, crafts, 
habita t s tudies and games are 
part of most camps. 

Many of the same summer 
camps are o ffered to children a t 
o ther ASRI refuges around the 
sta te as well as at Colt Sta te Park 
in Bris to l. The pa rti cipa ting 
ASRI refu ges include Parker 
Woodland in Coventry, Fisher
vi ll e Brooke in Exete r and 
Eppley Wild life Refuge in West 
Kingston. 

To regis ter or for more infor
ma ti on concerning ASRI sum
mer cam ps, ca ll the ASRl's edu
cation department at 949-5454. 

Get To Know Your Trees 
What Tree ls That? a pocket 

guide for iden ti fying trees, is 
available from The Na ti ona l 
Arbor Day Founda tion . 

The 72-page guide will he lp 
you identify 135 d iffe rent trees 
found in the eastern a nd centra l 
U.S. 

We ll -know n trees a re in
cluded : ·oaks, maples, spruces, 
a nd pines. Also sp ecies such as 
horsechestnut and mockernut 
hickory, sassa fras a nd shad 
bush, persimmon and paw paw 
a nd pagoda tree and peca n. 

Dozens o f drawings illustra te 
the trees' leaves or need les and 
their acorns, berries, seed pod s, 
cones, e tc. What Tree ls That? is 

organized to make it easy to 
identi fy trees in a simple s tep
by-s tep fashion. 

"Helping people enjoy and 
apprecia te trees is centra l to the 
educa ti ona l mission o f the Ar
bo r Day Fo unda ti on," John 
Rosen o w , the fo und a ti o n 's 
president, sa id . "Being able to 
identify trees is important to 
knowing how to ca re fo r them 
a nd how to plant the ri ght tree 
in the ri ght place." 

To obta in your tree ID guide, 
send your name a nd address 
and $3 to "What Tree ls Tha t?" 
The National Arbor Day Foun
d a ti o n, Nebras ka Ci ty, NE 
68410. 

CARPENTRY • ODOR FREE INTERIOR PAINTING 
WALLPAPERING• SMALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 

l. Serving Providence and Blackstone Valley Since 198 7 

-- 72S-440S ~ 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/file-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER W ITH IDEAS" 
INSURED • R.I. LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

A Conversation with Abe & Freda Landau 
(Conti nued from Page 1) 

Determined , he set out to meet 
with the town's mayor and ci ty 
council ; he never gave up . 
Slowly, a committee grew in 
support o f the project and mon
ies were raised . "Fund-raising 
w as the ha rdes t p art," said 
Fred a. The mo num ent cos t 
$100,000 to build . Jews and non
Jews from local organiza tions, 
fa milies and schools dona ted 
money. A circle o f red bricks 
with the names of those w ho 
gave $500 or more surrounds 
the monument. Brick represents 
the materi a l used in the crema
torium and many of the fo rced 
labor camps were b rick-making 
factor ies as well. 

At the top a large bronze hand 
reaches towa rds the sky,a nd on 
it is a tattooed number, Abe's 
number. Below the hand a re 
three s labs of shi ny granite en
graved with the names of the 
concentration camps and a me
mo ria l tribute to those who los t 
their li vesduri ng the Holocaus t. 
"I now have a p lace to go and 
say a p rayer," said Abe so l
emnly, "we don' t know wha t 
happened to many members of 
our fami ly, we don' t have a cem
etery to go to." Now, however, 
Abe and hi s wife, have a specia l 
place to go to w here, "I can shed 
my tea rs." ABE & FREDA LANDAU in their garden in New Bedford . 

Kaplan's Bakery 
(Conti nued from Page 3) 

A few weeks la ter, Kaplan 
reali zed tha t he wanted to regain 
his kashruth certi fica ti on. 

"We fe lt obliga ted ," he ex
plained . "This is the only kosher 
bakery in the sta te. The temples 
need to be able to buy things, 
and in this Jewish area,everyone 
should be able to shop here." 

Kapla n co ntac ted Ra bbi 
Mitchell Levi ne, head of the Vaad 
HaKashruth of Rhode Island. 

In mid-June, Rabbi Levine, 
Kaplan and others connected to 
the bakery bega n a massive ef
fo rt to bring the commercia l 
kitchen up to the Vaad 's stan
dards. 

"We contacted the Orthodox 

Unionin NewYork City,and we 
brought up their Rabbi Rud kin, 
an expert in Kashruth, for a night 
and a day," Levine said . 

As inte res ted community 
members pitched in, Rudkin be
gan to re-kosher the kitchen and 
teach the methods of maintain
ing kashruth. 

As much of kashering in
volves bringi ng cooking recep
tacles to very high temperatures 
to rid them of debris, it was one 
hot night. 

'There was so much smoke 
that I went home looking like I 
had been in a fire," sa id Sylvia 
Kaplan, a bakery employee. 

In the kitchen, Rabbi Levine 
picked up a gleaming tray tha t 
looked partially melted . 

About 90 percent of kashruth 
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is cleaning," he said. 
At present, Mashgiach and 

Rabbi Ephraim Berlinsky is a t 
the bakery regularly to oversee 
the kashering o f the cooking 
utensils, and a lso to make sure 
tha t all products used fo r the 
baked goods are kosher. 

"Rabbi Berlinsky also makes 
sure tha t a portion of all the 
d o ug h is put as id e," Rabbi 
Levine expla ined . "In ancient 
times, this dough was reserved 
for theCohanim, or priestly class. 
Today, we reserve a small por
tion then burn it." 

"With the full co nsent o f 
Kaplan's and its employees, I 
installed a camera tha t records 
-everything tha t happens in the 
kitchen," Rabbi Levine said . "I 
have a full view of the food prepa
ra tion area, and I monitor every
thing tha t takes place in here." 

Although both Kaplan and 
Rabbi Levine are enthusiasic, 
they realize that maintaining the 
s tandards of kashruth will not 
be easy. 

Levine discussed the poten
tial hardships ofclosing onShab
bat. 

"Kaplan's is taking a grave 
risk," Levine said . "No one is 
giving them a rent break for Sat
urdays or the Jewish holidays, 
and that wi ll cause a tangible 
financia l loss. Kaplan's is count
ing on the Jewish communi ty to 
honor and respect their sacrifice, 
and in my view, the community 
needs to support them." 
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