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Temple Emanu-EI And Tikun Diam 
Bruce Phillips and his twin d aughters, Abby and Adina, 

were among the 40 volunteers from Temple Emanu-El that 
planted 200 seedlings at Roger Williams Park. (see page 7) 

Photo courtesy of Temple Emanu-EI 

On Yom HaShoah, Israel 
Honors Role of Survivors 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - This 

year's Holocaust Remembrance 
Day commemoration in Israel 
focused on the contribution of 
Holocaust survivors to the State 
of Israel. 

The observances, which be
gan with a torch-lighting cer
emony at the Yad Vashem Ho
locaust Memorial in Jerusalem, 
came a week before Israel ' s50th 
anniversary. 

Speakingatthe YomHaShoah 
ceremony, President Ezer Weiz
man spoke about the survivors' 
struggle when they immigrated 
during the chaotic years of the 
founding of Israel. "The survi
vors did not speak of what they 
underwent, but focused on learn
ing the language and fitting in." 

Prime Ministe~ Benjamin 
Netanayahu's speech spoke of 
Israel' s Holocaust survivors, 
whom he termed heroes. 

"Sitting here among us are 
survivors, resistance fighters, 
who are survivors, not just to
day, buteveryday, in the towns, 
cities and kibbutzim around Is
rael. With their help, we built a 
s trong and prosperous coun
try," he said . 

In his speech, Netanyahu 

also remarked on the relation
ship betweentheHolocaustand 
the establishment of the State of 
Israel. 

The State of Israel was not 
established because of the Ho
locaust, but despite the Holo
caust," he said. 

This year's torch-lighters were 
chosen for their contributions to 
education, the defense of the 
state, science and technology. 

Observances continued the 
·next day with a two-minute si
ren for the 6 million Jews who 
perished at the hands of the 
Nazis. Name-reading ceremo
nies of those who were mur
dered in · the Holocaust were 
slated to be held around the 
country throughout the day. 

As part of the commemora
tion, Israel also honored diplo
mats who risked their careers 
and livelihood to rescue Jews 
from German-occupied Europe. 

Some 20 percent of a ll Jewish 
survivors of the Holocaust are 
believed to have been saved by 
diplomats who granted them vi
sas and travel documents to 
reach other countries. In many 
cases, these actions were taken 
without the approval of their 
home countries. 
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Peace Talks Move to London 
But Progress Remains Doubtful 

by David Landau 
JERUSALEM -The Midd le 

Eas t peace talks could use a Ii tt le 
luck of the Irish. 

Hoping to build on the suc
cess of the recent agreement to 
resolve the decades-long con
fl ict in Northern Ireland, Bri tish 
Prime Minister Tony Blair re
cently succeeded in getting Is
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian Au
thori ty Chai rman Yasser Arafa t 
to agree publicly to participate 
in a round of meetings May 4 in 
London. 

But significantdoubtsremain 
as to whether the London talks 
- a t which U.S. Secretary of 
Sta te Madeleine Albright wi ll 
meet separately with the Israeli 
and Pa lestinian leaders - wi ll 
ac h ieve any meaningful 
progress in the long-deadlocked 
peace p roces$. 

Blair 's success in getting the 
two sides to announce publicly 
that they would attend the Lon
don meetings cut little ice with 
some of the more cynical pun
dits among Israelis and Pales
tinians. 

These observers noted wryly 
that Netanyahu seized on the 
idea of going to London with an 
alacrity that seemed to take Blair 
himself aback. 

The Israeli premier an
nounced his willingness during 
his joint news conference with 
Blair - even before his guest 

had the chance to meet with 
Arafa t. 

For Netanyahu, these observ
ers sugges ted, London was an 
opportunity to evi nce more 
movement without p rogress, 
more talks without conclusive 
resolutions. 

The m edi a-sa v vy Is rae li 
leader will likely try to turn the 
internationa l coverage of the 
event to his advantage, empha
sizing aga in and again to re
porters his read iness, "to go 
anywhere" in pursujt of peace. 

For Arafat , in the words of 
one Palesti nian pundi t, there 
was little choice but to respond 
favora bly to Blair's invita tion 
when the two recently met. 

Blai r was careful during his 
talks in Jerusa lem and the Gaza 
Strip to play a supportive role in 
the ongoing American media
tion effort. 

Indeed, while he will serve 
as host of the London meetings, 
Albright will mediate the politi
cal discussions. 

As British premier and with 
his country currently holding 
the rotating presidency of the 
European Union, Blair has sup
ported Washington's efforts -
not trying to upstage_ them, as 
some of his E.U. colleagues 
would prefer. 

In this vein, the British leader 
madeitclearthathissuggestion 
that the parties come to London 
had been fully coordinated with 

Washington in advance. 
His own possible participa

tion, or that of his foreign secre
tary, remains uncertain at this 
point. 

Only if Albright's talks pro
duce a breakthrough would a 
four-way summit be held, the 
British premier said. 

If that does happen, the Brit
ish and E.U. focus would be on 
the economic aspects of the 
peace effort, leaving the Ameri
cans to work on the political 
and military aspects. 

The European Union, which 
has been the largest foreign do
nor to the peace process, has 
long sought an increased role in 
Middle East peacemaking. 

The Palestinian Authori ty has 
repea tedly ca lled for a greater 
European role in the peace pro
cess, wi th several offi cials re
peatedly charging that the 
United States is not an honest 
broker. 

Israel has maintained tha t the 
European Union would be bi
ased in favor of Palestinian de
mands . This stance ha s 
prompted some E.U. officials to 
remind Israel that Europe rep
resents the Jewish sta fe' s largest 
export market - and that E.U. 
interests should be given their 
due. 

A clear display of European 
sentiment toward Israel - and 
why Israel would like to keep 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Remembering Together 
Temple Shalom (M;ddletown)Yom HaShoah observance, "Christians and Jews: Together, 

Remembering," included participation (from left) by the Reverends Nigel Andrews, Eugene 
McKenna, Rabbi Jagolinzer, the Reverends Vincent Thompson and Charlo tte Nachbar. (See s tory 
on page 6.) Herold photo by Tam V. Lisciandro 
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HAPPENINGS 
Feinstein Alzheimer Center Art Show 
Art produced by Cranston's Feinstein Alzheimer Center partici

pants will be on exhibit in the Rear Gallery of the Cranston Public 
Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Road, from May 2 through 25. 

The exhibit is free and open to the public during library hours. 
For further information, call 946-9220. 

Mother's Day Tea Party 
A- special tea party will take place at 3 p.m. on May 10. No 

cookies or crumpets will be served, no one will even dress up for 
it. What then, makes it so special? . 

It's called the Mother's Day Tea "Make Believe Tea Party," and 
it's being held to raise funds for the Leukemia Society programs of 
research, patient aid, and education and community service. Friends 
are invited to have "a cup of tea at the hour of three" on behalf of 
those with leukemia. Honorary chairperson for the event is Mrs. 
Lincoln Almond. 

Suzette Defond of Manville, is the 1998 chairwoman for the 
Mother's Day Tea and the mother of 5-year-old Ryan, a leukemia 
patient. This day is filled with love and happiness said Defond. 
However, for some mothers, Mother's Day will mean trying to 
cope with the pain, tears and sadness of having a child with 
leukemia. If you would like to host your own Mother's Day Tea, 
call the Leukemia Society at 943-8888. 

Cranston Historical Society Events 
The Winsor Azalea Gardens on Marden Street in Cranston will 

be open to the public for two weekends this year. "Weekends in the 
Garden" will be May 2 and 3 and May 9 and 10 from noon to 6 p.m. 
The popular spring tourist attraction is sponsored by the Cranston 
Historical Society through the generosity of the garden's owners, 
Joseph and Jane Callaghan. This year the popular rock garden has 
been restored to its former splendor. Donations to the historical 
society will be accepted. 

The Cranston Historical Society will holds its annual Flea Mar
ket on May 16 from 9 a.m. to 4 p .m. on the grounds of the Sprague 
Mansion, 1351 Cranston St. Scores of vendors who have signed up 
for the popular fund-raising event will be spread out over the 
mansion's property. Those attending the one-day flea market will 
be able to buy theirlunch and browse throughout the grounds and 
visit the Carriage House where many of the vendors will be 
housed. The society's well-known baked,goods table will be set up 
along with the popcorn machine and soda table. Anyone wishing 
to buy space should call 944-9226 or 781-0521. The 10' x 15' spaces 
cost $25. The flea market is co-chaired by the husband and wife 
team of Herb and Sandy Zakrison. 
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Calendar: April 30 thru May 10 
30 Israel's 50th Birthday Celebration and street fair. Local Jewish artists and shop owners will 

line Brown Street in Providence, noon to4 p.m. Enjoy entertainers, food, informational booths 
and more. 
Newport Religious Heritage Week. Call 845-9123 for full schedule. 
R.I. Holocaust Museum Student Awareness Day, Paff Auditorium, URI, Providence, 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Call 453-7860. 
Children's Concert Celebrates Israel at 50, Waterplace Park, Providence, noon to 1 p.m. 
Performers include 400 students from Alperin Schechter Day School and Providence Hebrew 
Day School, sponsored by Jewish Federation of Rhode Island. 

May 
1 Consul General of Israel to New England, Itzhak Levanon, at Congregation Agudath 

Achim, Taunton, 8 p .m. 
Temple Emanu-EI weekend-long celebration of Israel's 50th, May 1 to 3, "Great Achieve
ments, Great Challenges." Presentations by Dr. R Satloff. Call 331-1616 for full schedule. 
Temple Shalom celebrates Israel's 50th anniversary, 6:30 p.m. Special prayers and readings 
with Rabbi Jagolinzer and the Rev. J. Miller. Shabbateve dinner follows. Call for reservations, 
846-9002. 

2 "Hill 24 Doesn' t Answer," classic Israeli film, 9 p .m. Temple Emanu-El, Providence. 
National Scrapbook Day at American Legion Post No. 15 in East Greenwich. The annual 
event teaches importance of documenting and preserving family photos, 9:30 to 4 p.m. Call 
737-0610. 

3 Three Cantors in Concert with R.I. Philharmonic Orchestra, partofJFRI Israel Jubilee, 4 p.m., 
Veterans Memorial Auditorium, Providence. 
Hadassah Western New England Spring Conference, National Yiddish Book Center, 
Amherst, Mass. Call 463-3636. 
Temple Shalom, Middletown, community celebration of Israel's 50th, 10 to noon at 
Kempenar's Club. Enjoy Kadi ma Band and student presentations, Israeli dancing and more. 
Call 846-9002. 

4 Rhode Island Independence Day 
UMass Dartmouth observatory open house fund-raiser, 8 p .m. (weather permitting). Free 
and open to the public. Call (508) 999-8715. 
Leadership in R.I. forum, " Accountability in an Independent Judicial System," interactive 
Q&A forum provides insights into how R.I. court system works, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., R.I. 
Supreme Court, Providence. Open to public, call to register, 273-1574. 

6 Touro Fraternal Association annual election of officers, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., 45 Rolfe Square, 
Cranston. 
Comprehensive Adult Day Center and URI School of Pharmacy Brown Bag Prescription 
Project discuss medications with registered pharmacist. Free and open to public, 229 
Waterman St., Providence. Call 351-2440 for an appointment. 
JCCRI 73rd annual meeting, 7:45 p.m., chaired by Cindy and Mark Feinstein. 

7 National Day of Prayer 
8 John Carter Brown presents exhibit "Vasco da Gama & Portuguese Expansion," May 8 to 

Sept. 30, Providence. Exhibit marks 500th anniversary of Vasco da Gama's May 1498 landmg 
in India. Features maps, books and illustrations. 

9 Southside Community Land Trust annual plant sale, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at City Farm, 
Providence. Benefits Land Trust's community garden program. Call 273-9419. 
6th Annual Pasta Cook-Off, 6 to 9 p.m. Sample dishes from local restaurants and vote "Best 
Pasta on Block Island." Call 466-2982. 
Harvard Pilgrim American Heart Walk, 8:30 a.m., Colt State Park, Bristol. Five-mile event to 
raise money for American Heart Association, Bristol. Call 728-5300. 
Garden Favorites Plant Sale, Noon to 3 p.m. Uncommon annuals, vegetables and herbs plus 
gardening advice, Blithewold Mansion & Gardens, Bristol. Call 253-2707. . . 
Learning to Live With Kidney Disease, provides information and resources to patients m 
R.I., Providence Marriott, 8:30 to 12:30 p.m. Call to register, 738-4400. 
Mayor's Waterway Day, 11 to 5 p.m., Providence celebrates the Providence River with canoe 
rides, music, entertainment, restaurants and shops and more. 

10 Mother's Day Paddle, 9:30 to 1:30 p.m. Wickford Cove, guided double kayaks for families. 
Call 295-4400. 

Miriam Hospital Women's Association Honors Past Presidents 
The Miriam I·fospital Women's Association will celebrate the closing of its 100th year with.an 

anniversary luncheon on May 13, at LedgemontCountry Club. All past presidents of the orgaruzation 
will be honored on this historic occasion. 

The association will also recognize the contributions of outgoing co-president Morrisa 
Zwetchkenbaum. Past co-president Cheryl Blazar will be inducted to serve another term with new 
co-president Estelle Klemer. For more information, call The Miriam Hospital Women's Association 
at 793-2530. 
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Three Cantors Tune Up For 
Israel Jubilee Music Festival 
by Emily Torgan-Shaiansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
It'searlyonaweekdaymorn

ing, but Rhode Island Cantors 
Ida Rae Cahana, Robert 
Lieberman, and Brian Maxer 
seem to be flying on adrenaline, 
or coffee, or both. 

Heading in and out of a re
hearsal room at the First Baptist 
Church, the three cantors chat, 
laugh and banter about how the 
concert they've spent nearly two 
years preparing fori s sched uled 
to take place on May 3. 

"This is a first for us, and also 

rating Rhode Island community 
and Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island talents," Lieberman said. 
"We wanted to show people the 
resources that exist in their own 
community,and wealsowanted 
to invite someone of interna
tional status." 

Later that year, Lieberman 
contacted Violinist Itzhak 
Perlman, who then agreed to 
come to Rhode Island for his tri
umphant April 14 performance. 

Lieberman, who serves at 
TempleTorat Israel in Cranston, 
contacted Cahana at Temple 

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT - The three cantors prepare for 
their May 3 concert at Veteran's Memorial Auditorium. 

a first for the Rhode Island 
Jewish Community ," said 
Lieberman. "There has never 
been a Jewish musical event on 
this scale here before." 

Entitled "The Three Cantors 
in Concert," the performance is 
the second and final event in 
The Israel Jubilee Music Festi
val, a musical celebration of 
Israel's50th birthday presented 
by The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

A musical tribute to the Jew
ish state, the concert will feature 
Cahana, Lieberman, Mayer, The 
Rhode Island Philharmonic Or
chestra and a chorus comprised 
of 112 community members 
under the baton of Rhode ls
land Philharmonic Assistant 
Conductor Ann Danis. 

The performance will also 
feature narration performed by 
Oskar Eustis, artistic director of 
Trinity Repertory Theater, that 
was written for the festival by 
Jewish Federation of Rhode ls
land Community Relations Di
rector Gershon Levine. Cantor 
Joseph Ness compiled the mu
sical arrangements. 

According to Lieberman, the 
idea for the massive undertak
ing arose over breakfast at Daily 
Bread in 1996. 

"I was with Charles Adler 
[an active JFRI leader and mem
ber], and I was seeking advice 
and guidance about what it 
would take to present a major 
concert," Lieberman remem
bered. "He said, 'Why don' t we 
put you guys up on stage?' We 
then decided to reach out to the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic Or
chestra." 

Shortly thereafter, Lieberman 
approached }FRI President Ed
ward Feldstein with ideas from 
the previous meeting. 

"We talked about incorpo-

Photo by Emily Torgarr-5/ralansky 

Beth-El in Providence and 
MayeratTempleEmanu-El,also 
in Providence. 

"We'd collaborated in vari
ous capacities, but never 
at this scale," Lieberman 
said. 

Soon, the work ensued . 
"We wanted to present 

a program that would 
present an ideological and 
historical overview of the 
state and the country," 
Cahana explained. "We 
wanted to tell of the long
ing for Israel and the early 
pioneers and the beauty 
and diversity of the land 
and the people that settled 
there." 

Cahana and Mayer 
worked hard on the pro
gramming, striving for a 
balance of Israeli and Ii tur
gical music that would rep
resent the various facets 
and stages of the Israeli . 
dream and landscape. 
Other melodies were cho
sen to tell of the diverse 
Ashkenazi and Sephardic 
cultures that blended to
gether, and more would 
speakofthemodernyearn
ing for peace after a long
standing state of war. 

"There are definitely 
some sing0 along mo
ments," Cahana said. "The 
less familiar music is of 
incredibly high quality." 

As the project pro
gressed, Mayer began to 
press for a large-sea le cho
rus that would bring the . 
community into the festi
val. 

"I pushed hard because 
I had a vision of a commu
nity-building event," 
Mayer said . 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
New Rituals Mark Yom HaShoah 

at Congregation Beth Sholom 
by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 

Jewish Community Reporter 
The rabbi who wore a yel

low, six-pointed star on the front 
of his jacket stood before his 
congregants and davened with 
intense, rocking gestures that 
seemed to grant him some re
lief. 

The men, women and chil
dren also bearing yellow stars 
looked on, and some of them 
soon closed their stricken eyes 
in prayer. 

Immediately afterwards, as 
the service had taken place on 
Yorn HaShoah at Providence's 
Congregati o n Beth Sholom 
rather than in Nazi-occupied 
Eu rope, a ttendees were able to 
yank the hated symbol off their 
clothing, but they fo und it much 
harder to remove from their 
minds. 

According to Rabbi Mitchell 
Levine, who had introduced the 
ye llow s tars, the d es ire to 
prompt such co llecti ve reca ll 
had led Rabbi Avi Weiss, a re
nowned leader of the Ameri
can Orthodox communi ty, to 
push for the crea tion of new 
religious rites. Because the Or
thodox usually eschew new 
rituals , Levine explained , 
Weiss' cries had resounded 
loudly throughout the move
ment. 

"Rabbi Weiss made a clear 
call on the Jewish community 
to develop rituals that will etch 
the Shoah into its collective 
memory forever," Levine de
clared at the Yorn HaShoah 
evening service. "I normally 

view new rituals with suspicion 
and discomfort, but I felt that if 
a rabbi of Weiss' rank and stat
ure issued this passionate call, 
we should attempt to live up to 
the challenge." 

Weiss, senior rabbi of the 
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, 
N.Y., and president of the Coa
lition for Jewish Concerns
Amcha, detailed his concerns in 
a recent Amit article. 

Stating that the only events 
in Jewish history that remain 
well-remembered are those that 
have become rituali zed, Weiss 
pointed to the practices that have 
preserved the story of the Exo
dus from Egypt and the ritual 
vacuum around the Shoah that 
he thinks could swallow it over 
ti me. 

" l tis my belief that the Holo
caust will not be remembered 
be.cause, unlike the Egypt s tory, 
it has not been ritualized," Weiss 
wro te. "The only way to ensure 
the Shoah will be remembered 
is· throug h Jewis h ritua l; by 
thinking, speaking and reenact
ing the suffering of our people 
50 years ago as we do for yetzia t 
Mitzrayi m." 

To incorporate the modern 
ca lamity into the ancient faith, 
Weiss suggested additions to 
Shabbat services and special 
observances on Yorn HaShoah 
that include the donning of the 
clothes of the camps. 

Before dis tributing the badge 
of shame, Levine spoke of its 
purpose before and within the 
Third Reich. 

"When I think of that terrible 

period, one of the most striking 
images is that of a Jew forced to 
wear the Jew badge," he said. 
" It marked him as separate and 
distinctive, and made him vul
nerable to insult and attack in a 
culture that despised him sim
ply because he was a Jew." 

Levine traced the first appear
ance of the Jew badge to the Pact 
of Omar, then to 1075 Bagdad, 
where Jews were commanded 
to wear the badge so that Mus
lims would know "who to curse 
and ridicule." 

In 1215, said Levine, Pope In
nocent Ill issued an edict order
ing Jews to wear badges when
ever they wereoutin public. La ter 
appearing as yellow hats in 13th 
and 14th century Germany, yel
low patches in England, red and 
white rounded disks in France, 
and circular red patches in Spain, 
the Jew badge was a symbol of 
centuries of humilia tion and suf
fering that the Nazis seized upon 
and reinstated. 

Althoug h cong regants at 
Beth Sholom took up the Shield 
of David voluntarily, those who 
wore it witnessed its shocking 
power to transform individu
als; friends and a congregation 
into an uncertain blur of gro
tesque yellow stars. 

After the davening ended, 
people snatched the stars from 
their clothing. 

Then, rather than throwing 
the badges, most of them carried 
the Hitlerian stars or set them 
down slowly~offering a seem
ingly subconscious tribute to 
those who were unable to do so. 

Fur Restyle 
Trunk Show 
Monday through Saturday, 

May 4th thru 9th 
Choose from scores of styles of fur-lined and 

reversible coats and jackets, made to your 

specifications. For outside shell select poplin, leather, 

cashmere, wool, silk, Ultra-suede, or microfiber; then, 

use your old fur for the warm, luxurious lining. (We 

shear bulky furs to make them flat.) 

Off season rates prevail. We accept trade-ins. 

Transform your out-of fashion fur into one of our 

fabulous fur-lined fashions and earn up to 1500 

AAdvantage Incentive Miles. 

Fur Storage by Fur Experts 
821-6000 

for free bonded pick-up service. 

WA\..H.HARRIS 
New England's Largest Exclusive Furriers. 

'1 
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OPINION 

Second Generation Connections 
by Cindy Halpern 

Although I grew up in Cran
ston, close to numerous Jewish 
families in and around rn y neigh
borhood, I felt as if I were an 
outsider. Somehow, I was differ
ent. My mother always feared 
for my safety so I wasn't perrni t
ted to cross the street until I was 
12. Unlike most mothers, my 
mother spoke with a slight ac
cent. She didn't like to talk about 
her childhood or teen-age years. 

But as I grew older, the mys
tery about Morn was revealed 
to me as I visited Vienna with 
her and Uncle Abe, her brother. 
Uncle Abe refused to walk be
yond the courtyard of the apart
ment complex where they once 
lived. "I' ll wait here," he said, 
looking as if he were haunted 
byghosts.Momsirnplytookmy 
hand as we ventured on with
out him. Once inside, the occu
pants of the apartment, which 
was Mom's childhood home, 
greeted us with hosti le looks 
and hushed whispers. 

Back outside, I loudly ccirn
plainea to my awaiting uncle, 
"They wouldn't let us enter the 
apartment! Why would they be 
so mean to us when we came 
from so far away?" 

For a moment, Uncle Abe sti ll 
hadafar-awaylook.Ididn' tthink 
he would answer my childish 
question. But suddenly, he said, 
"This is the courtyard where the 
Nazis beat me up and took me 
prisoner. The Austrians didn' t 
want any of the Jews to return." 

I could tell that Morn was 
angry at him for explaining this 
to her 12-year-old daughter. But 
instead of scolding him, she 
smiled at me, "Corne on Cindy, 
let's go back to our hotel w here 
we will have some sachertorte 
cake." Somehow, Morn thought 
feeding me could magically 
make everything a ll ri ght. 
But even the taste of that deli
cious Viennese chocolate cake 
couldn' t sweeten the bitterness 
of my uncle's words. 

RHODE ISLAND JEWISH 

When I returned home, I be
ca rne obsessed with my Morn's 
past and I found myself search
ing for answers that she would 
not provide for me. I turned to 
books to find answers to my 
many questions. I knew that 
Mom was a Holocaust survivor, 
but I discovered that I was de
fined as a second generation 
Holocaust survivor. It wasn't a 
label I would outgrow. It was 
what made me different from 
every other child I ever knew. 

My wish to meet others like 
myself came true years la ter 
when Laura Cable established a 
second generation chapter in the 
Providence area. When I spoke 
to Laura for the first time, I kept 
her on the telephone for a long 
time. If! ended the conversation, 
would she cease to exist? I needed 
to know that I wasn't alone in 
how I related to the world. 

I discovered that I 
was defined as a 

second generation 
Holocaust survivor. 

I feel reassured whenever I 
run into other second genera
tion survivors. There is a sense 
of belonging I can only feel with 
members of this minority within 
a minority. 

But I made an amazing dis
covery at opening night of the 
Armenian Genocide Exhibition 
at the Jewish Community Cen
ter of Rhode Island on Apri l 20. 
The evening began as I chatted 
wi th Jenny Klein, the chair
woman of the Holocaust Mu
seum Program Comrni ttee I also 
serve on. She told me how she 
often participated in the Arme
nian Memorial Service at the 
North Burial Ground with Rabbi 
Wayne Franklin, who chairs the 
Yorn HaShoah Memorial Ser
vice. Her revelation strength-

ened my conviction that the Jews 
and Armenians shared a special 
connection. 

As I viewed the exhibit, 
people started talking to me as 
if they knew me, although we 
were strangers. One man began 
telling me about his over-pro
tective mother who fussed over 
him endlessly, especially at meal 
time, ''My Mom wasn't satisfied 
unless I ate everything on my 
plate. If I didn't, she would plead 
with me a hundred times to eat." 
I smiled with recognition, "I 
thought my mother was the only 
one who acted like that!" 

As Isa w the pictures of corpses 
on display, I looked around at 
other people's reactions. They 
had that familiar look in their 
eyes when they looked at the 
photographs of the dead bodies. 
I knew without asking that they 
gazed in silent horror at the view 
of their slain relatives. A man 
then sighed, "They didn' t want 
any Armenians to return." 

While I watched parts of a 
special film, others stood with 
me and we listened to a social 
scientist describing how Turk
ish society was sick in not being 
able to confront their past. We 
could have easi ly been watch
ing a film describing how Aus
trian society re fused to confront 
their Nazi past. 

One women said tome, "You 
understand because you are one 
of us." I nodded yes, "Whether 
these are Jewish bones or Arme
nian bonds, they are sti ll the 
bones of murdered children." 

Being members ofa minority 
within a minority is a difficu lt 
club to belong to, but our mem
bership can' t be canceled even 
though the dues are very high 
indeed. We are who we are. The 
Jewish and Armenian commu
nities are linked in our pain of 
the past, but it's our collective 
past that makes us sensitive to 
injustices. Because of what our 
people endured, we are dedi

. ca ted to making the future free 
of prejudice and violence for 
ALLchi ldren. Withoutchildren, 
there is no future for any of us. 

50 Years of Age 
by Dov Gilor 

When a person turns 50, he 
often realizes that his most pro
ductive years have passed and 
he spends time reflecting on 
what he has accomplished in 
his lifetime. When a state turns 
50, everyone realizes that it is 
still in its infancy and anything 
it has accomplished in so short a 
time is a great achievement. 
Israel 's creation was a miracle. 
Those who believe that the Hand 
of Hashem has been instrumen
tal in keeping Israel alive can
not but wonder why so few of 
our brethren have leaped at the 
50-year-old opportunity G-d has 
gran ted our generation to live a 
good Jewish Ii fe in Eretz Yisroel. 

No one denies that there are 
problems in Israel or that many 
mistakes have been made by its 
leaders, but there is no denying 
that what has been accom
plished is impressive. Sadly, the 
vast majority of the world's Jews 
have never taken the opportu
nity to visit and see for them
selves what modern Israel has 
achieved in 50 short years. Our 
technology is sought by the 
world, our agricultural know
how is in demand by much of 
the Third World, patients come 
from around the world to be 
treated by our expert physicians. 
These are but a small fraction of 
the attainments of Israel in only 
50 years. 

Israel has given most of the 
Jews of the world a feeling of 
pride and the knowledge that if 
they ever need it, they have a 
home. For centuries Jews were 
displaced, homeless wanderers, 
and guests in foreign lands and 
now they have a spiritual home, 
if not a national home. 

The infant state has opened 
its doors to every Jew and has 
struggled to accept the poor, the · 
destitute, the oppressed and the 
downtrodden, despite its mea
ger economy and very limited 
resources. Jews from all over 
the world have settled in Israel, 
raised their families, pursued 
their professions and wedded 
their fate to that of our ancestral 

homeland. Israel has even be
come a country of opportunity 
for thousands of foreign work
ers who stream to our shores in 
search of a livelihood unavail
able in their home countries. 

My grandson, Ariel, once 
asked me if I was already alive 
when the Jewish State was cre
ated. I remember little of that 
time but I do recall that extraor
dinary day when Israel became 
a state. I was a chi ld in the reli
gious youth organization, 
Hashorner Hadati of Borough 
Park, and I will never forget the 
dancing in the streets, the party
ing and the joy of those celebrat
ing. Fifty years have flown by 
and a few memories remain. I 
remember when we visited the 
Jamesburg, N.J., training farm 
and worked alongside those 
actively planning for an agri
cultural life in Israel. I remem
ber the Zionist summer camp, 
Moshava in Gelatt, Pa., first as 
an excited camper and -many 
years la ter as the program di
rector. We came to Israel for the 
first time in 1955 and thought 
the War of Sinai was a lark until 
the casualties s tarted coming 
home. The war in the Sinai was 
a grea t victory and all Israel cel
ebrated. In those years most Is
raelis were united and few were 
as fanatic as they are today on 
all sides of the political rain
bow. Mos t Jews still had re
ceived a Jewish education and 
still had Jewish sensitivities. 

It is wonderful that so many 
of those who spent a year in 
Israel reached the goal of com
ing to live in Israel and I pray 
that every Jew will soon be in a 
position to be able to bring his 
entire fami ly with him to realize 
the dream that we pray for ev
ery day. Corne visit us during 
our 50th birthday celebration. 

Despite all that has been ac
complished, Israel and its lead
ers still need prayers. Pray for 
us to have peace and security in 
the near future . 

Dov Gilor is a volunteer with 
the Jerusalem Reclamation Project 
and resides in Israel. 
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by Deborah Zecher 
AsistudyTorah, Isometimes 

fancy myself a time traveler, try
ing to glean some awareness of 
the lives of my Israeli te ances
tors without the perspective of 
my own contemporary view of 
the world. The first few verses 
of this week's double parashah, 
Tazria/Metzora, provide 
me with a challenging 
journey through time. 
"When a woman at child
birth bears a male, she 
shall be unclean seven 
days ... She shall remain 
in a state of blood purifi
ca tion for thirty-three days. She 
shall not touch any consecrated 
thing nor enter the sanctuary 
until her period of purification 
is completed. If she bears a fe
male, she shall be unclean two 
weeks ... and she shall remain in 
a s tate of blood purification for 
sixty-six days. On the contem
plation of her period of purifi

~------------,' cation, for either a son or a 
daughter, she sha ll bring to the 
priest, at the entrance of the Ten t 
of Meeting, a Iamb in its firs t 

Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessari ly represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

· year for a burnt offering and a 
pigeon or turtledove for a sin 
offering." (Leviticus 12:2-6) 

At first glance, my task seems 
daunting and my "baggage" 
espe.cia lly heavy. What is this 
a ll about, this talk of unclean
ness following childbirth, blood 
purification, different time pe
riods based on the birth of a boy 

or a girl, and sin offerings after 
the birth of a child? In our day, 
the birth ofa child , boy or gi rl, is 
cause for rejoicing; there is no 
talkofuncleanness, purification, 
or sin offerings. But since I have 
traveled back through time, it is 
no longer "our day"; therefore, 
I must try to understand the 
meaning of these rituals in the 
world I have just entered. 

The little we know of concep
tion and pregnancy in this world 
of long ago makes each birth 

seem like a miracle. In later gen
erations, our rabbis will specu
late that the awe and mystery 
that surround the act of bring
ing forth new li fe, as well as 
G-d's Presence during this 
miracle, demanded offerings of 
gratitude and thanksgiving in 
the form of sacrificia l offerings. 

We see that childbirth im
merses one into a differ
ent world, where recov
ery from the p hysica l 
stresses of childbirth and 
the care needed by a new
born demand total atten
tion and time away from 

the activities and needs of the 
restofthecomrnunity. Does that 
help to explain why a new 
mother is considered tamei, most 
often translated as "unclean"? 
Contact with the mikdash, the 
"sanctuary," and its sacred ob
jects and rituals requires whole
hearted dedication. Can this be 
possibleforonewhosenewborn 
child also demands total devo
tion? Tamei, then, no longer con
noted w1cleanness but a s tate of 

(Continued on Page 15) 



Gene Kelly croons, "You 
were meant for me." The lyrics 
to the song "The Object of My 
Affection" add to the nostalgia 
for the old Hollywood formula 
of true love. But "Object," the 
latestromanticcomedyintown, 
knocks the pat plotline askew. 
The heroine faces a dilemma. 
Should s he s tick with he r 
s traight Ita lia n lawyer lover, 
who bores her, or go with a gay 
roommate, who goes off at twi
light to seek his own kind else
where? Meantime there's a cop 
of color, an elder professor who 
has to be satisfied with voyeur 
courtesy, and perhaps the se
cret s tar, Alan Alda, a prowling 
agent brother-in-law, who sub
tly undercuts whatever logic ties 
thestoryline together. The truth 
is, although it's the current cliche 
tomixand match politically cor
rect nonsense, this little flick has 

a certain flair, a charm, a lilt that 
keepitgoingitsmerry, ambling, 
rambling way. 

"Love and Death in Long Is
land" pulls together in tandem 
odd coupleJohnHurtandJason 
Priestley in a British tale with 
some quiet, whimsical moments 
of good cinema. It' s all about a 
reclusive English author wid
ower yanked into the Yankee 
culture via a junk sophomoric 
movie. He falls for the star and 
stalks him until he can make 
friends across an ocean, a gen
eration, a culture. 

The parts I liked best were 
the simple scenes of Hurt hav
ing tea or coffee, snapping out a 
contemptuous comment on 
American influence, or just look
ing, pardon the pun, hurt, as he 
tumbles ever deeper into his 
obsession. The finale was the 
best part, unlike the way our 
storylines cop out. Hurt, the 
wise elder, faxes a long and 
lordly lovenote to his crush,stat
ing, "You will never share my 
words, but you will save them 
proudly." 

They part with no past or fu
ture together, butstill something 
has happened. It's a delicate little 
picture. American Movie Clas
sics does a series called "Reel to 
Real"~ and traced the script 
about homophobia in World War 
II, written by a Jewish GI with 
the unlikely named of Brooks, 
and then changed to a script 
about anti-Semitism among the 
troops,and then bought and sold 
as the Fox Zanuck movie 
"Crossfire." I mean: Hollywood 
always confused its minorities. 
Nowadays, gays stand in for 
Jews, the way Italians used to do 
half a century ago. This is one 
way to read the text of recent 
motion pictures. 

Three on 
Screen & 

Tube 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

But the big production of my 
week came via a taped video
the Wiesenthal Center review 
of the era of the Displaced Per
son. "TheLong WayHome"was 
sponsored by Rabbi Marvin 
Hier, and it d oes an absolutely 
superb job of going over the ter
rible afterma th of -so-ca lled lib
era tion. The fa mous voices of 
Hollywood stars who narrate 
the script s tay unobtrusively in 
the background. But the images 
and the fac ts spea k fo r them
selves. 

After Auschwitz a nd the 
thousa nds of camps were un
locked , the inma tes had no
where to go. They often s tayed 
penned in, with the pro-Nazi 
torturers as neighbors! Patton 
despised the Jews. Gls vomited 
in disgust even as they opened 
the gates. As we know, pogroms 
occurred , with the conspi racy 

of priests and politi
cia ns, if a su rvivo r 
ve ntured nea r hi s 
forme r hom e a nd 
homeland . Since the 
Jews had "German" 
names and "Russian" 
names, they had be~n 
perceived as spies be
fore, during, and af
ter the war, blamed 

for the very things that made 
them victims. Truly, they were 
displaced. 

But the s tory doesn' t end 
there. Alone, angry, but bonded 
together in existential solidar
ity, these bands made their way 
with the remnant of their rela
tives or newborn babies over 
mountains and through barri
ers, en route to their promised 
land . Nobody wanted them to 
go to Palestine, but they went 
there with hope and pride. 

The tale is magnificent, but 
the movie does not play it for 
cheap and easy sentiment or 
conventional Hollywood acces
sibility. Instead, pulling no 
punches, it goes in for deeper 
stuff. This is a long and difficult 
movie, but it has no false notes, 
only strong drink from begin
ning to end. 

"Long Way Home" will move 
you to tears, but they are not 
soft tearjerking responses to 
manipulation and indulgence. 
This excellent, and prize
winning, documentary earns 
your response through thor
ough research, fine interviews 
with sharp-eyed and tongued 
journalistRuthGruber,eloquent 
statesman Abba Eban, and a host 
of survivors and partisans who 
give incredible evidence of a 
remarkable chapter in Jewish 
and world history. The Wiesen
thal Center has outdone itselfin 
offering this masterpiece to the 
moviegoi ng public everywhere. 
I s tayed up through the night to 
watch every second of testi
mony . Whenever you feel_ 
tempted to limit your Jewish 
idea to the American success 
story, consider the world of the 
Holocaust survivor who rebuilt 
the universe, creation in defi
ance, the ultimate heroism. 
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From Shoah to Ha Atzmaut 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
"Why are you so drawn to 

the survivors of the Holocaust?" 
asked the rabbi in his stud y. We 
were there to get ready fo r our 
son's bar mitzvah, to discuss 
the meaning of the ceremony. 
While m y boy was sitting 
stra ight in the wingchair, I had 
to come up with an answer. 
"They brought depth to my u n
derstanding of Judaism," was 
part of what I sa id. 

I went to Hope High School 
with a boy a few yea rs my se
nior, who had come shortly af
ter Krystallnacht. He wro te his 
prizewinning essay on that ter
rible memory. 

I ran into my fe llow team 
debater in a downtown street 
and shook hishand. "Whendid 
we fi rst meet?" I asked him. "l 
was a senior and you were a 
freshman. But we took the same 
biology class. You liked it better 
than I did ." He recal led the lab 
room and also the debating so
ciety auditoriums. 

"You meant something spe
cial to me then. You brought the 
danger of Europe, the nick of 
time rescue to here. You were 
gentle, refined , cultured, and 
even just a bit lonely. But you 
were alsolikea brother,aguide, 
like a movie sprung to real life," 
he said . And then I reread the 

essay from long, long ago. I read 
the memoir transfixed , moved 
to the brink of tea rs. Even the 
patrio tic conclusion struck me 
as richly rooted . I thought of 
this very priva te person, in the 
armchair of the rabbi's s tudy as 
I listened to my wife's and son's 
conversa tion. 

At the marvelous specia l ser
vice to thank Lea Eliash for her 
gi fts of kindness and wisdom to 
so many students and congre
gants a t Temple Emanu-El, I sa t 
up and took in every word spo
ken by youngsters, their parents, 
elders and offi cials. They all said 
the same thing indifferent tones 
and voices. The rabbi summed it 
up. "In my own haggadah, I read 
aboutacampinmate who traded 
bread fo r a smuggled, worn 
haggadah. You need food fo r the 
soul as well as for the body. But 
this is what Mrs. Eliash gave us, 
spiritual nourishment, as she 
made us herown fami ly." Maybe 
this, too, is what I was thinking 
there in his study. 

Finally, after the ceremony 
among the superb Passover 
trea ts at the kiddush, I intro
duced my lastborn to Irving 
Wei nrich, whose family had also 
come on thatlast ship out ofhell 
lo our safe but sometimes lone
some shores. "I remember your 
parents' hospitality. Your son 
has something of your mo1her's 

smile and kind eyes," he said. 
Irving went to school with my 
brother, who seemed to s tand 
forwhatAmericanJudaismwas 
all about-a carefree charm, a 
self-confident ease and poise. 
But some times Irving a nd I 
would drive around the famil
iar blocks of our neighborhood 
ona sunny afterschool afternoon 
and talk about his own fa mily's 
ad ventures. Hegathers upthose 
threads in the temple vestry. 
"We lost some relatives, but oth
ers went to Israel." He speaks 
with tha t sa me mela ncholy 
cheerfulness I recall from yes
teryear. "I admire Mr. Adler. 
Maybe he's a role model fo r me," 
he tells me. 

So-to a nswer the rabbi 's 
question in print if not in per
son. Those w ho came to Provi
dence from overseas carried 
among their minimal luggage a 
p recious presen t for us-the 
grea t gift of thei r spi rit which 
has become an intrinsic part of 
our Judaism and of our heritage 
as both Americans and support
ers of Israel. At each bar mitz
vah, a t each of our rituals of 
passage from moonlight to sun
light, we owe to them our sense 
of the va lue of freedom, the 
meaning of honor, courage and 
hope, the place names of our 
s treets enhanced by their move
ments among them. 

A Broken Bond 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
You get used to furniture 

staying put so you can make 
yourself comfortable day after 
day without thinking much 
about how to arrange your 
bones. Habits help us to num
ber our days and get a heart of 
wisdom nice and easy. 

So it bothered me when the 
help dragged off and away the 
trunk that used to set in front of 
thesofa atmycornercoffeehouse 
and left me bereft of its use as a 
tabletop. Where could I put my 
cup and saucer and let my glass 
of water stand like my own wee 
well? I had to turn and twist 
around to make a small space 
next to the lamp on the side shelf. 
I vented my spleen, and the 
server took my kvetch to heart. 

You know what he did? He 
went home and brought in one 
of those piecrust top mahogany 
stained little jobs you do in shop 
at junior high, with a post and 
three little claws at the floor. It 
was cute as a button and I was 
plenty grateful for this personal 
gestureofwelcomefromtheguy 
behind the counter-who presses 
my espresso or fills the big ce
ramic cup for me morning, noon 
ornighL 

Everybody likes this fine fel
low named Frank, with his 
somewhat solemn mien, his 
courtly manners, his refined tal
ent as a painter of some of the 
pictures on the cafe walls. But 
the little table focussed my 
breakfast ritual within one circle. 
Still, it was too high to settle 
before the couch, so I moved it 
asideintotheshadowatthefoot 
of a small soft-sculpture statue 
of some white-bearded Santa, 
or magician, or as one Jewish 
elder calls it, Moses. 

The next part of this fateful 
fa ble or s tory requires a re
minder of the ravages of age. I 
don' t see so well anymore. I have 
to watch out for traps to trip 
over. And sure enough, the day 
after getting my treasured little 
private tray, I lost the thing I'd 
found . This is how it happened . 
I got up from the· cushions to 
move over to a chair with a dark 
seatpad. I confused the tabletop 
with the seatpad and sat down 
on the wrong thing. 

It just split in two! Shattered 
and splintered like glass! Didn' t 
do me any harm but for a slight 
scratch on the side of my hand, 
but my feelings hurt bad. All I 
could do besides murmuring 
regrets and all the rest of it was 
to dig in and try to find some 
sort of meaning in it. 

There's a group of Jewish 
mystics who hang out at this 
particular place. Lev Poplow, 
an indoor house-painter, also 
teaches Hebrew to 10-year-olds 
at Temple Beth-El and courses 

in Midrasha. He likes to make 
cheerful and hopeful Chassidic 
pronouncements. I pass my 
problems by him for quick fixes . 
He adds yet another hue to the 
Gallery Cafe. Anyway, he gave 
me the Hebrew word for "little 
table" - " ha-shulchan k-ton" or 
something like that. I also 
looked up the symbolic dream
value of this most basic item of 
household furnishing. A table 
is a clearing in the chaos of expe
rience. It s tands for civilization 
itself. You can play with meta
phors any way you care to. I 
have decided to read into my 
churlish accident a warning for 
my future . Look b,eforeyou leap 
into the void . Better to be safe 
than sorry. But this ballad of a 
darkcafe holds the elements not 
of practical moralizing but of 
inevitability. It would take an 
Alexander Pope to make the 
right epitaph in perfect rhyme, 
but I glue my gift together sim
ply with these sticky words of 

~ atitude and grief. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Remembering Together at Temple Shalom 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

The seven tall red votif 
candles sat alone on a little table 
and faced a large audience of 
curious faces. More . guests, 
friends, family and congregants 
continued to enter Temple Sha
lom for the annual Yorn 
HaShoah Service, "Christians 
and Jews: Remembering To
gether." Anxious children took 
front-row seats while their par
ents sat behind them. This year 
my husband and I happened to 
find our way back to the same 
sea ts we took at last year's ser
vice. The candles were almost 
directly in front of us. A sense of 
familiarity came to me as I be
gan to think about last year's 
service. "How time rushes by!" 
I thought to myself. This year, 
however, was different. I was 
given the honor of lighting the 
seventh candle during the cer
emony. Ina few words and wi th 
the touch of a bright flame I had 
the privi lege of dedicating a 
candle to the righteous men and 
women, non-Jews, who also 
perished during Yorn HaShoah. 
Cand le lighting ceremonies 
simi lar to this one were taking 
place nationwide and world
wide, each one paying tribute to 

the millions of lives that were 
lost during the Holocaust. 

Rabbi Jagolinzer entered in 
silence and was joined by four 
special guests from the New
port/Middletownarea: the Rev
erend Nigel Andrews ofTrinity 
Episcopal Church, the Rever
end Eugene McKenna of St. 
Lucy's Catholic Church, the 
Reverend Charlotte Nachbar of 
St. Paul's Metlfodist Church, 
and the Reverend Dr. Vincent 
Thompson of Community Bap-· 
tist Church. Each guest partici
pated during the evening's cer
emony. 

After listening to "S'Brent," 
("It Burns") by violinis t Emily 
Anthony, Rabbi Jagolinzer ini
tiated the candle lighting cer
emony. "We dedicate seven 
candles thi s afternoon, six in 
memory of the 6 million, one in 
memory of the righteous men 
and women of all nations," he 
said. With those words the 
temple's congregants began to 
rise and light the candles. All of 
those who suffered, the chi ldren, 
the elderly and all of the inno
cent Jews were remembered 
with a red flickering flame. Fi
nally, I rose to light the last 
candle, "for the 5 million others 
who died, non-Jews but righ-

BARBARA JAGOLINZER lights the first candle with the 
assistance of her husband, Rabbi J agolinzer, during the Interfaith 
Holocaust Memorial Observance. Herald plioto by Tara V. Lisciandro 
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Telephone 467-4727 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 10 TO 6, SATURDAY JO TO 4 

teousmenand women who tried 
to help;also for the many victims 
who were Gypsies, homosexu
als, disabled and retarded. I lift 
our hope and self-dedication that 
such atrocities never happen 
again." The words remained 
with me as I sat down and care
fully watched the burning flames 
in silence with the others. 

"The 27th day of Nisan shall 
be the day of remembrance of 
the Holocaust and the heroism," 
stated Rabbi Jagolinzer, "Not 
only in Israel but throughout 
the entire world is Yorn 
HaShoah observed." After 
speaking about the need to con
stantly remember the Holo
caust, the victims, the heroes 
and the survivors, the rabbi also 
spoke about Israel celebrating 
50yearsofindependence. "How 
fortunate it was that after the 
Holocaust there was Palestine, 
which four years later became 
the state of Israel ... ," sa id Rabbi 
Jagolinzer. 

The Yorn HaShoah service 
involved the audience as well 
as the guests. Responsive 
prayers and songs were shared 
with everyone present. Several 
special prayers and readings, 
given by the reverends, com
pleted the evening's ceremony. 
They spoke historically and re
ligiously about the events that 
took place during the second 
world war. Their words gave 
strength and a sense of similar
ity and communa lity to the au
dience. "I am very honored to 
be here this evening," said the 
Reverend Nachbar, whose 
words were repeated by the 
other guests present. The Rev
erend Nachbar shared her 
thoughts on Yorn HaShoah. "I 
grew up in New Hampshire, a 
very anti-Semitic state," she 
stated after leading a respon-

THE REVEREND NACHBAR and a young student of Temple 
Shalom read aloud together during the Yorn HaShaoh service. 

sive reading, "Jews couldn't go 
to beaches or enter the same 
buildings as Christians." She 
added that her chi ldhood expe
riences assisted her in learni ng 
how to fight agai nst prejudice. 
The audience listened atten
tively. "Our future is here with 
us," she added as she looked at 
the children with a smi le, "our 
future is with the children." 

The Reverend Andrews 
spoke briefly to the audience 
about Germany and the end of 
World War II. Upon finishing 
his reading he stated, "We re-

Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

member too. After all, you're 
my spiritual ancestors ." The 
Reverend Thompson added a 
specia l word of thanks to his 
prayer for Rabbi Jagolinzer's 
long-standing efforts to encour
age interfaith services and inte
grate the religious communi ty 
on Aquidneck Island . 

Between readings soft violin 
music filled the air. A special 
versionofHatikvah, with Emily 
Anthony and two Temple Sha
lom students, completed the 
evening's service. 

r-------------------------------, 
Tell Us What You Think! 

The Rhode.Island Jewish Herald wants to hear from you and asks for the community's input. 
We would like to know what you like and dislike about the RI Jewish Herald, your community 
newspaper, as it prepares to celebrate its 70th anniversary next year. Your opinions are 
important to us and we appreciate your ideas and comments. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out this brief questionnaire and feel free to add any comments 
at the bottom, then mail it back to: Attn.: RIJH Comments, RI Jewish Herald, PO Box 6063, 
Providence, RI 02940. 

1. What do you enjoy the most/least about the RI Jewish Herald? _________ _ 

2. What sections do you enjoy reading the most/ least and why? _________ _ 

3. What would you like to see more of? less of? ________________ _ 

4. On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the highest) how would you rate the following pages for 
content: Happenings______, Jewish Community______, Feature_____, Arts & Entertainment 
______, Schoolbeat ___, Healthwise __ 
How would you rate the following special supplements: Passover______, Rosh 
Hashanha______, Chanukah___, Israel's Fiftieth Anniversary______, Spring Home & 
Garden ______, Spring/Fall Fashion___, Back to School_____, 
What other special supplements would you like to see? 

5. Do you often read (a) the entire issue of the RI Jewish Herald or (b) only certain sections? 
6. Do you believe the stories and content are unique, interesting and community-oriented? 

Yes_ No_ 
7. Would you like to see (circle "more" or "less" ) more / less foreign news, more/ less local 

community news?, more/ less arts and entertainment news, more / less feature news 
~~~ . 

8. If you have·been a subscriber to the RI Jewish Herald for more than 3 years, what changes 
have you enjoyed/disliked the most? ___________________ _ 

9. If you have been a subscriber to the RI Jewish Herald since the 1930s, 1940s or 1950s, please 
tell us what you recall about the first few years of the RI Jewish Herald . ______ _ 

10. Please feel free to add an extra sheet for additional comments, ideas and suggestions. 
Your name, address and plione number are not necessary; however, if you would like any of yow· 

comments published, you must include them. Thank you for yow· time! 

L-------------------------------J 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Temple Emanu-EI Volunteers 
Plant Nearly 200 Seedlings 

Trees have a special role to play 
in relation to global warming, 
as their growth is the only pro
cess that actually 
reduces atmo
spheric CO,. 

As volunteers 
gathered at the 
planting s ite , 
Rabbi Franklin 
shared a "mid
rash" abou t the 
need to plant 
trees for the ben
efitoffu ture gen
e rations. Cer
tainly, there is no 
greater urgency 
to take measures 
now for the sake 
of our children's 
children than in 
the case of glo
bal warming. about trees. 

olam" (repair of the earth). 
While planting a seedling,Judy 
Kaye, social action comrruttee 

Undaunted by the slightly 
rainy weather, about 40 volun
teers from Temple Emanu-El 
armed with shovels, pitchforks, 
and wheelbarrows fun of mulch, 
recently descended on Roger 
Wi lliams Park to plant maple 
and oak seed lings. This tree 
planting project was part of 
Temple Emanu-El 's environ
mental weekend, organized by 
its socia l action committee. The 
theme of the weekend was The 
Challenge of Global Warming. 
Thedaybefore,congregants had 
learned from Sen. John Chaffee 
and winners of the Hebrew 
School/ Alperin Schechter Day 
School poster and essay con
tests about the ca uses and dan
gers of global warming, such as 
how increased amounts of CO, 
in our atmosphere from the 
burning of fossil fuels could lead 
to possible flooding of coastal 
areas, displacing billions of 
people worldwide, because of 
rising sea levels secondary to 
the melting of the polar ice caps. 

"Atsay zay-tim -----------------

Trees were p lanted in an ef
fort to help prevent some of 
those problems from occurring. 

Ohm-dim" (sub-
stituting maple forzay-tim) was 
the chosen song during the tree
pl an ting cere mony. Rabbi 
Franklin led a special blessing, 
then volunteers set off into the 
field in an effort to do "tikun 

Congregation Agudas Achim 
Offers Introduction to Judaism 

An Introduction to Judaism 
class for adults will be offered at 
CongregationAgudasAchimon 
five Wednesday evenings in 
May and June. The five-session 
class will be taught by Rabbi 
Gail Diamond and cover topics 
of Jewish Holy Days, Jewish 
beliefs and prayer, Jewish life 
cycle and fa rruly life, the Torah 
and Jewish litera ture, and the 
meaning of Judaism through the 
ages. 

Theintroductoryclassisopen 
to Jews and non-Jews. Members 
of interfaith farrulies are espe
cially encouraged to attend. The 
class is free and open to the pub
lic. There will be a $10 fee for 

materials charged to non-mem
bers of Congregation Agudas 
Achim. 

The class will be held on May 
6, 13 and 27 and June 3 and 10, 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

CongregationAgudasAchim 
is a Reconstructionist syna
gogu e serving Southeas tern 
Massachusetts and nearby 
Rhode Island communities. The 
synagogue is loca ted right off 
exit 5 of Route 95 in Attleboro. 
To register for the Introduction 
to Judaism class or for further 
information, call the synagogue 
at (508) 222-2243 or visit their 
website at <http:/ /shamash. 
org/ jrf / agudasma>. 

Jewish Singles Summer Vacations 
Jewish Singles Vacations, a group tour organizer for Jewish 

singles from across North America, recently announced the itiner
aries for its summer vacation packages. The first trip, Aug. 2 to 9, 
will include visits to Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket 
Island and Newport, R.I. The second trip Aug. 12 to 23 will be to 
Europe - Ireland, Wales and southern England. 

Both trips are for Jewish singles, ages 30 to 49. 
For more information, contact: Jewish Singles Vacatio11s, P.O. 

Box 211, Brookline, MA 02146, Tel. (617) 782-3396. 

On April 23 the Rhode ls/and Jewish Herald Published a 
special commemorative issue, "Israel's Fiftieth Anniversary." 
This special issue included historic photos, special stories, 
upcorrung community celebrations and more. In the following 
months, the Rhode Island Jewish Herald will continue to publish 
articles, photos, stories, special celebrations and other materi
als related to Israel's Fiftieth Anniversary on the Jewish Com
munity, Feature and Arts and Entertainment pages. 

The Jewish Community of Rhode Island continues to cel
ebrate the historic event, Israel's Fiftieth Year of Indepen
dence, as well as other communities nationally and interna
tionally. 

If you have any information pertaining to Israel's Fiftieth 
Anniversary and want to include it in a future issue of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, send it to: Attn: Israel's 50th, 
RI Jewish Herald, PO Box 6063, Providence, RI 02940. Be sure to 
label all materials clearly and include a contact name and 
phone number. 

member, yelled out from across 
the field, "ls thereanyreasonwhy 
we can't do this on a yearly ba
sis?" Temple Ernanu-El congre
gants are preparing their shovels 
for next year's planting already! 

Jews and the 
Ivy League 

Did you attend an Ivy League 
school immediately before 
WWII or soon after? Asa Jewish 
student at.an Ivy League school 
did you recognize any ways in 
which you were treated differ
ently, or separated? 

lf you, or someone you know, 
is interested in sharing the expe
riences as a Jewish student at an 
Ivy League school before or after 
WWII, contact Robert Greene, a 
writer who is currently research
ing this topic for a new book. He 
can be reached at (301) 598-1211, 
or e-mail a message to <RJG070 
@aol.com> or send your infor
mation to 15007 Candover Court, 
Silver Spring, MD 20906-1743. 

Save the Date! 
Congregation Ohawe 

Sholam in Providence will 
be hosting a special event 

on June 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
Stay Tuned! 

JUDY AND GABE SEMENOFF plant a tiny oak tree. 
PliotOs courtesy of Temple Emau11-El 

Give Mom a Break! 
Boy Scout Troop 104 presents its first Mother's Day May Break

fast on May IO, from 9 to 11 a.m. at Congregation Beth Sholom 
social hall, 275 Camp St., Providence. 

The kosher breakfast menu will include fresh bagels, cream 
cheese and lox, scrambled eggs, homefried potatoes, vegetables, 
strawberry shortcake, cereal and beverages. 

The price for adults is $5, children under 13 are $3 and Cub 
Scouts in uniform, accompanied by farru ly, are free! To make 
reservations for this special breakfast, call Nancy Bassel at 751-
8188. 

Proceeds of the Mother's Day May Breakfast will be used to 
purchase camping equipment for Troop 104, Rhode Island's only 
Shabbat-observant, Kosher Boy Scout Troop. The troop appreci
ates the community's support. 

Ilet:!df: 
**The 

• BUILT-IN CUSTOM 
DESIGNED WOOD 
LAMINATE SYSTEMS 

• CLOSET ACCESSORIES 

• WIRE SHELVING 

• LIFETIME WARRANTY 

'INSURED 
LICENSED 

'ON-TIME 
SERVICE 

'SPOTLESS 
CLEAN-UP 

ON BUILT-INFS-"YS"'T"'EM"'S~----- ~!!!aa==!a=a!L--,•: 6~~~CT 
Free Estimotes:401-647-4590 

- A division of The Creative Car nter 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Gallery 401 Welcomes Harold lsserlis 

The Jewish Community Cen
ter of Rhode Island will exhibit 
a rtist-calligrapher Harold 
Isserlis, who has been painting 
for more than 40 years. The 
openingwillbeheldonMother's 
Day, May 10, at Gallery 401. 

Having won numerous 
awards for his work, lsserlis is 
a realist-impressionist painter 
who loves color and the play of 
light on his work. He holds a BS 
degree in advertising design 
and an MFA in graphics from 
the UniversityofMassachusetts 
at Dartmouth. 

He also studied at the Provi
dence studio of Antonio Di torro 
for several years. Many of his 
paintings are in the homes of 
private collectors as well as on 
public exhibit at such locations 
as The Fall River and Somerset 
Historical Societies, Temple 
Beth El and Adas Israel Syna
gogues, and in the NCO Day 
Room at North Camp Drake in 
Asaka, Japan. 

From May 10 to June 28, his 
work can be seen at the JCCRl's 

VIEW from Mountain of Olives 

401 Gallery. The exhibit, orga
nized in honor of Israel's 50th, 
includes 14 paintings (oil on can
vas) based on a tour of Israel 
four years ago that took him 
from Jerusalem, to the Negev, 
El Geddi, through the Jordan 
Valley, to the Golan Heights, 

Plroto courtesy of /CCRJ 

and Tel Aviv. These paintings 
will be shown along wi th 16 
landscapes and still lifes from 
throughout previous collec
tions, including 12 that have 
never been shown. 

For more information, call 
861-8800. 

Celebrating the 50s at Touro 
As part of Newport's Religious Heritage Week, Touro Synagogue will 

host a specia l celebration on May 1. Following the regular service at 7 p.m., 
an Israeli 50th Celebration will take place. The celebration is open to the 
public. In addition, anyone who is celebrating a "special 50" this year (i.e., 
birthday, anniversary, etc.) will receive a special honor during the evening. 

For information, ca ll 847-4794. 

Turn Your Summer 
Vacation Into a 
Historical Event 

The celebration of Israel's 
Golden Jubilee will continue 
into the summer with two del
egations sponsored by the Is
rael Bonds North American 
New Leadership Division, July 
5 to 15. The eagerly anticipated 
annual event, which is geared 
toward young professional 
singles and couples, ages 28 to 
42, features separate daytime 
itineraries for first-timers and 
repeat visitors to Israel. This 
year, the division will host a 
young families delegation as 
well, which will provide £un
filled , kid-oriented activities and 
baby-sitting services in the 
evening. 

Both delegations will feature 
meetings with top governmentof
ficials including Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, President 
Ezer Weizman and opposition 
leader Ehud Barak, as well as vis
its to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Safed, 
the Golan Heights, Masada, the 
Western Wall and the Dead Sea. 
Activities also include rafting 
down the Jordan River, moonlit 
pool parties, a visit to an army 
base and scuba diving. 

"Our generation often takes 
Israel for granted because, for 
us,it'salwaysbeenhere. But the 

establishment of a Jewish-State, 
and its continued growth and 
success as a nation, is truly a 
miracle to be celebrated," said 
GlennBuschandJulieA.Cohen, 
1998 national delegation chair
men. 

The price includes round-trip 
airfare from New York, accom
modations at five-star hotels, 
most meals, touring via deluxe 
motorcoach with lice nsed 
guides, arrival and departure 
arrangements, tips and gratu
ities, transfers and taxes, en
trances fees to all sights, por
tage at hotels, hosts throughout 
the tour and bottled water on 
buses. Call your local Israel 
Bonds office for specifics, as 
many cities are offering subsi
dies. (In Boston call (617) 723-
2400.) 

For those who wish to spend 
July 4 weekend in Eilat, there is 
an early arrival option. The cost 
is an additional $570 for double 
occupancy and includes hotel, 
round-trip transfer from Tel 
Aviv to Eilat and Shabbat din
ner. 

To register for the delegation, 
or for further information, call 
the Israel Bonds North Ameri
can New Leadership Divislon 
at (212) 644-2663 or (800) 229-
9650, ext. 500-502. 

-
1 
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Tired Legs? W:e Can Help!!! 

Now Featuring Tables 
and Chairs For Eating In. 

25% Off NCJW Sponsors 
Luncheon 

JOBST Support Hosiery 
On May 6 at 11:30 a.m. at 

Providence Marriott Hotel, 
the National Council of Jew
ish Women will host the 20th 
Community Service Award 
Luncheon. This annual lun
cheon will honor Robert and 
Marcia Riesman. 

SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT 
Monday and Tuesday 15% Off 

Sandwiches and Prepared Foods. 

#1 Brand Recommended By Doctors. 
Styles for both MEN and WOMEN. 

774 Hope Street• Providence• 453-6500 
Torbot Group Inc., 1185 Jefferson Blvd., 

Warwick, Rl(401)739-2241 
For tickets to the lun

cheon, call Gert Gordon at 
521-2932. f\ HOURS: SUN. 9-1 :30 • MON, TUES. WED. 9-6:30, 

,K7 Glatt Kosher THURS.9-7:30•FRl. 8-2 

DUE ro OVERWHELMING RESPONSE THIS SALE 
HAS BEEN EXTENDED THRU JUNE. 

IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT DOORS. 
IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT FRAMES. 

IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT HARDWARE. 

Total Openings People 

BuT You WANT To FIND OuT! 

It's simple. Just Ask Us. 

COLUMBUS 
The Commercial Entry Door 

And Hardware Specialist 
liQuality at a Better Price!" 

COLUMBUS DOOR COMPANY 
CALL US TODAY 781-7792 

1884 Elmwood Ave., Warwick, RI 02888 

RI SAAB EXECUTIVE HEADQUARTERS 
"FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALE" 

1998 900S 
TURBO COUPE 
Black. Roof, Auto. 10902E 

$23,985* 
1998 9005 Turbo, Coupe, Red. Roof, Auto. 10901E .. 523,850* 
1997 9005E, Turbo, Conv., Auto, Yellow, Sports, 10682. 533,985 
1997 9000C5E, Special Edition, Loaded, 10644 ... .. ...... .. 532,885 
1997 9000C5, Auto, Leather, Roof, 10346.. ................ ... 528,850 
1997 9005E, Turbo, Coupe, 5 s·peed, (2), 10680E .... .... ... . 526,985 
1997 9005, Conv., Red, 5 Speed. CD, 10683E .. ... ........ .. .... 528,895 
1997 9005E, V6, Sedan, Beige. Power, 10691E ..... 527,885 
1997 9005, Black, Sedan, Auto .. leather, CD, 10690E ..... 526,385 
1997 9005, Coupe, Red, Auto ., Roof, 10688E .............. .... 522,985 
1997 9005, Conv., Auto ., Program Cars. (3) 10673R ........ 527,885 
1997 900C5E, Turbos, Program Car (3 ). 10685R ............. 527,985 

Above cars have remainder of factory 4·yr./S0,000 mile warranty. 

•tncludes All 
Dealer Incentives. 
Ends 4/30/98 

353-1260 
WIGWAM 

915 Charles Street 

Ends 5/9/98 

722-5700 

,J 
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Temple Emanu-EI Students 
Art & Essay Contest 

Temple Ernanu-El recently 
held an essay and poster con
test. The topic of the contest was 
"The Challenge of Global 
Warming - A Jewish Perspec
tive." 

The following students were 
contest winners: 

Poster Contest 

Third and fourth grade -
First, Nathaniel Levine;second, 
Ben Leblanc and Samuel Levine; 
and third, Jason Hochman. 

Fifth and sixth grade-First, 
Ben Savitzky; second, Shira 
Adler; and third, Adam Bram. 

Seventh and eighth grade -
First, Nina Zharkova; second, 
Ari Savitzky and Alex Berezin; 
third, Rebecca Levine. 

Essay Contest 

Third and fourth grade -
First, Naomi Mitche ll and 
Emma Siegel-Reamer; second, 
Abraham Aron. 

Fifth and sixth grade- First, 
David Goldgabe r; second, 
David Levinson; and third , 
Adam Cable. 

Seventh and eighth grade -
Three-way tie for first, Henri 
Engle, Noga Nevel and Elana 
Kieffer. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
CONTEST WINNERS -
(from left) Abraham Aron, 
David Goldgaber, Naomi 
Mitchell, Emma Siegel
Reamer; (back left) Henry 
Engle, and Adam Cable. 

Photo courtesy of Temple Ema11u-el 

The following is one of the many 
essay winners from a Temple 
Emanu-El student: 

Global Warming 

by David Levinson 
Grade Six 

Global Warming - "World
wide temperature trend in 
which the average temperature 
on earth gradually rises." 

To some people, this may 
sound like good news. It's 
warmer, you can go swimming 
outside even if it isn't summer. 
No more frostbite, you may never 
wear a jacket after the year 2100, 
because it's so hot! This is so 
great! Right!? WRONG! Green
house gases such as carbon diox
ide, methane chlouroflouro car
bons, and nitrous oxide from 
aerosol cans all make the earth 
warmer, by trapping a ll the 
earth's heat in the atmosphere. 
these greenhouse gases ·also de
stroy the ozone layer. Danger
ous rays seep through the holes 
in the ozone layer, causing the 

risk of skin cancer to increase. 
Global warming also causes 
droughts, because the tempera
ture rises and water evaporates 
at a much quicker rate. Plants 
would die, and people would be 
overcome by hunger and thirst. 
When the plants die, farmers and 
other workers associated with 
food will lose tremendous 
amounts of money. In the places 
where there aren' t droughts, 
there are floods. The increasing 
tempera turecauses polar icecaps 
to melt which then causes the sea 
level to rise and flood unpro
tected land. 

When ai r is heated, it moves. 
Winds blow when air is moved, 
so when the air is hot there are 
intensified winds, and rain and 
storms can easily occur. All of 
these problems occur just be
cause of global warming and 
the heating of the earth. Please 
do as G-d tells us. "People are 
here to till and tend the earth." 
JUST TAKE CARE OF IT!! 

ASDS Celebrates Israel Week 
A gala Children's Concert at 

Waterplace Park inaugurated 
Israel Week at the Alperin 
Schechter Day School, an op
portunity for students to engage 
in an in-depth study of the state 
of Israel, its history and the 
people who helped to build it. 
The week will be marked with 
special events and projects. 

At Waterplace Park, students 
from ASDS and Providence 
Hebrew Day will present a pro
gram of songs from pioneer days 
through the present (grades kin
dergarten and five) and "freeze 
figures" (Middle School). 

ASDS has taken to heart the 
Israeli slogan "Together with 
pride, together with hope." Each 
grade from kindergarte n 
through grade five has chosen a 
part of the Israel "story" to spe
cialize in and to present to the 
entire school at "Yorn Israel," a 
gala culminating event, sched 
uled for May 7. 

Yorn Israel will begin as the 
students get on a "plane" for 
their flight to Israel. Provided 
with passports to document 
their trip and shekels to spend 
at the shuk (all funds will be 
donated to tzedakah at the end 
of the day), students will disem
bark and visitthefollowingsites: 

• The Tel Aviv beach (kin
dergarten) 

• Shabbat in Jerusalem (first 
grade) - including a model 
kotel, with an opportunity for 
each student to write and place 
a "petek," a little note tradition
ally left at the Western Wall. 
(These notes will actually be 
taken to Israel and placed in the 
WallbyASDSlibrarian,Karolyn 
White, who will be traveling to 
Israel shortly.) 

• Kibbutz (grade two) 
• Bedouin tent (grade three) 
• Wax Museum of Jewish 

Heroes (grade four) 
• Masada (grade five) 
• Israeli army base 
• Shuk 
• Post Office - students 

will write postcards home 
• Israeli dancing 
• Israeli cafe 

DR. STEVEN BLAZAR, ASDS parent, visits the kindergarten 
and everyone becomes an orthopedic surgeon for the day! 

Photo courtesy of A SDS 

SCHOO LB EAT 
Ed Begley, Jr. Speaks 
at URI Commencement 

An accomplished actor, and 
an active environmentalist, Ed 
Begley, Jr., is also a good friend. 
That's why the 49-year-old ac
tor told the late J.T. Walsh's 
brother, Chris, that "he would 
be honored to stand-in for his 
friend," as speaker for the Uni
versity of Rhode Island's 112th 
commencement ceremony. 

Walsh's sudden death in late 
February saddened the entire 
university community, as well 
as the California community 
that the URJ alum had called 
home for years. When word of 
Walsh's commitment to speak 
at URI spread, family and 
friends reached out on his be
half with their support to the 
university. 

In Walsh's honor, Begley will 
deliver the keynote address to 
the nearly 2,000 seniors and 700 
graduate students who will re
ceive their degrees at the under
graduate ceremony on May 17 
at 12:30 p.m. on the Kingston 
Campus. A member of Walsh's 
family will also join the ceremo
nies to accept a doctor of arts 
degree, honoring J.T. Walsh 
posthumously. Begley will be 
awarded an honorary doctor of 
laws degree. 

"We are immensely pleased 
that Ed Begley will be with us to 
remember his fri end , J.T. 
Walsh," said URl President Rob
ert L. Carothers. "Not only is 
Begley a fine actor, bu the is also 
a committed environmentalist 
who lives his life according to 
his principles." 

Born in Los Angeles, Calif., 
Begley was inspired by his 
Academy Award-winning fa
ther (Ed Begley, "Twelve An
gry Men") to also pursue an act
ing career. 

Begley received an Emmy 
nomination each season for his 
role as Dr. Victor Eirich on the 
television series "St. Elsewhere" 
(1982 to 1988). His major film 
credits include: "Batman For
ever" (1995); "Re na issance 
Man" (1994); "Greedy" (1994); 
"Even Cowgirls Get the Blues" 
(1994); "She-Devil" (1989); and 
"The Accidental Tourist'' (1988). 

The actor's motto, "to live 

simply so that others can sim
ply live," has guided him in his 
personal and professional en
deavors. He lives in a modest 
solar-powered home in Califor
nia, and usually uses public 
transportation or his bicycle for 
travel. He grows many of his 
own foods, composts wastes for 
his garden, and does everything 
possible to limit the amount of 
solid waste generated by his 
daily living. 

A long-time supporter of 
many environmental causes, last 
year, the actor appeared in a se
ries of public service announce
ments to publicize the plight of 
the world's coral reefs. 

Ed Begley, Jr. 
University of Rhode Island 
Commencement Speaker 

Begley serves on the boards 
of the American Oceans Cam
paig n, a na tio nal advocacy 
group started by Ted Danson 
and Robert Sul nick that focuses 
on environmental and animal 
concerns; the Earth Communi
cations Office, a non-profit, non
partisan organization tha t 
works to improve the global 
environment; the Coalition for 
Clean Air, a group based in 
southern California; and the 
Environmental Research Foun
dation, an organization based 
in Washington, D.C., that fo
cuses on the control of toxic 
materials in air, water, and soil. 

RISO Course Focuses on 
Portfolio Assembly 

If you are an artist trying to get your 1cVOrk into galleries, muse
ums, and exhibitions, Rhode Island School of Design's Division of 
Continuing Education is offering a workshop that is just for you. 

On May 7, from 7 to 10 p.rn., Boston art dealer Christopher Long 
will host Build an Outstanding Portfolio. This three-hour work
shop will feature comprehensive instruction about each element of 
a successful portfolio and offer insight into the fa tal mistakes many 
artists unknowingly make when approaching dealers and cura
tors. 

Call to register, 454-6200. 

Sports Tips Clinic For Kids 
Children ages 8 through 17 are invited to participate in a free 

sports tips clinic offered by the Wheeler School's summer pro-
grams, May 9 from 1 to 4 p.rn. . 

Experts from The British Soccer Academy and Baer's River 
Workshop, tennis coach Eddie Anelundi plus coaches and players 
in field hockey, lacrosse, swimming and fencing will be available 
to offer suggestions and advice to children interested in beginning 
or expanding their abilities in these sports. 

The tips clinic will be held at the Wheeler School's sumrn~r 
camp facility at the Wheeler Farm, 357 Walker St. (off Route 152) in 

Seekonk, Mass. For more information, call the Wheeler summer 
office at 528-2100. 

• 
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FEATURE 
An American Jewish Volunteer 
Reflects on The Last 'Good' War 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) -As 

the American Jewish commu
nity celebrates the 50th anniver
sary of Israel's independence, 
those of us who went over to 
fight as volunteersfo the fledg
ling country's armed forces can 
look back with special pride and 
remembrance. 

We were privileged to take 
part not only in a momentous 
chapter of Jewish history, but in 
the last "good" war of this cen
tury - in which the line be
tween right and wrong was 
unblurred and the righteous
ness of our cause unquestioned . 
Having been part of Israel 's re
birth remains the single most 
memorable and important act 
of our lives. 

Yet, before those brave days 
are suffused by a mist of nostal
gia and mythology, it is fitting 
to take an honest and unsenti
mental look backwards. 

American Jewry, not nearly 
as wealthy and infinitely more 
timid in 1948 than now, contrib
uted considerable money-and 
a few chanced jail and loss of 
citizenship to smuggle arms and 
airpla nes to the beleaguered 
yishuv, the Jewish population 
there. 

But if a people's commitment 
is judged by the ultimate test of 
putting their lives at risk, then 
the American performance was 
Ii ttle short of pathetic. 

From the largest Jewish com
munity in the world, and one of 
the few to emerge from the war 
with greater strength than be
fore, a paltry 1,400 went over to 
fight for Israel in her life-and
death struggle. 

Relative to the size of their 
Jewish populations, other En
glish-speaking countries and 

most European nations sent 
vastly larger contingents. 

As in most matters Zionistic, 
the South Africans were in the 
lead, sending 700 top-notch vol
unteers out of a Jewish popula
tion 2 percent of the size of 
America's. 

The di sparity in the number 
of volunteers refl ec ted the dif
ferences in communal a ttitudes 
a nd civic courage. South Africa's 
Jews, and Britain's to a s lightly 
smaller degree, set up their own 
selective service system, com
plete with physica l and psycho
logical testing, and ra llied full y 
behind their young men and 
women heading fo r the ba ttle
fi eld . 

ln contrast,organized Ameri-
. can Jewry, fearful of accusations 
of double loyalty, generally 
averted its collective eyes and 
prayed silently that those crazy 
kids going over would not prove 
an embarrassment. 

The absence of communal 
participation, including the lack 
of screening on the South Afri
can model, often produced lu
dicrous results. 

l remember bunking down 
in a tent at the Tel Letwinsky 
army camp the night !arrived in 
Israel and being startled to see 
an American on the next cot tak
ing off his pants and unbuck
ling his artificial leg. 

"How did you ever make it 
over here?" 1 asked . He 
shrugged his shoulders and re
plied, "Nobody asked and no
body checked." 

The Americans also contrib
uted a rather high percentage of 
psychological misfits, but that 
was to be expected . Largely by 
self-selection, those who volun
teer to leave their home coun
tries and fight in a far-away war 

COLLISION CENTER 

People are finding 
us by 1.~l~tt-~l/~IJ}. 

are an odd breed, be they 
Frenchmen in the American 
Revolution, Americans in the 
Spanish Civil War or Western 
Jews in Israel 's War of Inde
pendence. 

Our motives for going to Is
rael were diverse and not a l
ways clea r to ourselves. Most of 
us had fought in World War II 
and found it hard to settle down. 
Some had long been imbued by 
Zionis t ideology; others sud
denlydiscovered their common
ality with the Jewish people. 
Some were genu ine idea lis ts; 
others came to escape personal 
problems. 

The mixed moti ves were not 
unique to the Ameri ca ns. One 
volunt ee r, noveli s t Ha rold 
Li vings ton, wrote with onl y 
slight exaggerations: 

"Ben Gurion's Foreign Le
gion. They took anyone. Misfits 
from America, English commu
nists, South Africa n Zionists, 
Soviet army deserters, Polish 
noblemen, ne'er-do-well sol
diers of fortune. If you want 
ad venture and excitement, come 
on over ... If you want to write a 
book. If you're running from 
the police. If you want to get 
away from your wife. If you 
want to prove that Jews can 
fight. If you want to help build a 
new land." 

How important were thecon
tri bu ti ons of the men and 
women of Macha!, the overseas 
volunteers? 

Some of us, hewing to the 
bravado of World War II patri
ots, will claim that the Yanks 
(with a little bit of help from the 
Brits and the Palmach, the Jew
ish strike force) pretty much won 
the 1948 war. Israel, on the other 
hand, has pretty well ignored 
the role of the Machalniks, as 
has the American Jewish com
munity. 

The truth lies somewhere in 
between. In the days of the Brit
ish Mandate, the Haganah, the 
forerunner of the Israel Defense 
Force, had managed to train an 
underground army, but you 
can't create a clandestine air 
force and navy. In these two 
branches, the "Anglo-Saxons," 
almost all tested in World War 
II, played a major role, espe
cially in the early months of the 
fighting. 

On the ground, the Israelis 
won their own war. We may 
have helped a little bit, but the 
real va lue of our presence, I 
think, was to give the em
battled Israelis a sense that the 
Jews of other countries were 
with them and shared in their 
determination to forge a free 
Jewish state. 

Some of our comrades were 
killed in battle. A few in our 
ranks, very few, were "heroes," 
the most overused and misused 
word in the English vocabulary. 

But at least, borrowing from 
World War II' s immortal Kilroy, 
we can scrawl on the wall of 
history- "We Were There." 

Tom Tugend, a IT A correspon
dent in Los Angeles, was a combat 
'infantryman with the U.S. 7th 
Army in World War II and seroed 
in the "Anglo-Saxon" 4th Anti
Tank Unit during Israel's War of 
Independence. 

Heroes of Israel 
Become Lionhearts 
As Israel celebrates its 50th 

anniversary, the entire world is 
looking back at this young 
nation's eventful history and the 
heroic figures who have helped 
define what it means to be Is
raeli . In Lionhearts: Heroes of Is
rael , author Michael Bar-Zohar 
has collected 50 es
says written by and 
aboutsomeoflsrael's 
lea ding po liti ca l, 
military and cultural 
fi gures - from so l
diers to journalis ts to 
secre t agents -
w hose compe lling 
stori es add up to a 
comprehensive his
tory of the Land of 
Israel. A bes tse ller 
when origi nally pub
lished in Hebrew by 
the publishing divi-
sion of the Israeli de- -~ 

and sustain a nation. Among 
the Lionhearts included are: 

• Eli Cohen, "the greatest Is
raeli spy," whose extraordinar
ily brave exploits tipped the Is
raelis to Syrian military secrets, 
and ended with his execution in 
1965. 

• f n: l I n 1~v 
MICHALL IIAR-ZOHAR fense Mini s try, 

Lionhearts bea rs the '---------------~ 
official stamp of the 
Israeli government, and features 
contributions from such lumi
naries as Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Yitzhak Shamir and Ezer 
Weizman. Lionhearts will be 
published by Warner Book on 
May 4. 

When Viennese journalist 
Theodore Herzl convened the 
fi rst Zionist Congress in 1847, he 
declared that he had thus "cre
ated theJewishState." "Were ! to 
say this aloud," he wrote, "I 
would be greeted with universal 
laughter, but perhaps five years 
hence, inanycase,certainlyin50 
years, everyone will agree." Fifty 
years later, in1947, the United 
Nations voted to create a Jewish 
sta te in Palestine, and one year 
later, David Ben-Gurion pro
claimed the independenceofthe 
State of Israel. 

Lionhearts presents awe-in
spiring stories by and about 
some of Israel' s most coura
geous and influential citizens, 
from soldier Dov Cohen to poet 
Hannah Senesh - heroes and 
heroines whose pure souls and 
burning dreams .helped create 

• Colonel Yoni Netanyahu 
(brother of Prime Minister Ben
jamin Netanyahu), leader of the 
daring raid on Entebbe, who lost 
his life freeing hundreds of hos
tages from the terrorist forces of 
Uganda's !di Amin. 

• Miriam Ben-Ari, Shulamit 
Dorchin and Devorah Epstein, 
three women warriors integral 
to the success of the War of In
dependence in 1948. 

• Yehuda Tajer-Tagan, "the 
Man Who Returned From Hell," 
whose survival of IO yea rs in an 
Iraqi prison epitomizes the 
amazing struggle of the Iraqi 
Jews. 

• Dov Cohen, courageous 
soldier in the Hebrew Resistance 
Movement, killed during a mis
sion to help prisoners escape 
from a British-held fortress in 
1947. 

Specially chosen by the De
fense Ministry of Israel, these 50 
individuals are unanimously 
respected for their character and 
valor, and represent the very 
best of Israel on its 50th anni ver
sary of independence. 

Rome's Chief Rabbi Ready 
to Join Pope on Israel Visit 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
ROME (JT A) - There are 

conflicting accounts regarding 
when - or even if - the pope 
will visit Israel. 

An Italian newspaper re
centlyquoted Rome Chief Rabbi 
Elio Toaff as saying he had 
agreed to Pope John Paul Il's 
suggestion that they travel to
gether to Israel within the next 
two years. 

In an interview with the 
Rome daily La Repubblica, Toa ff 
said the pope personally told 
him that he wanted to visit 
Jerusalem "before the end of the 
century." 

"I told him that I would wel
come him in Jerusalem," Toaff 
was quoted assaying. He added 
that when the pope suggested 
that they travel there together, 
" I told him certainly, if he 
wanted, I would be at his dis
posal for a trip together to the 
Holy Land." 

But a senior Vatican official 

said there was little likelihood 
the pope would make such a 
trip while peace talks with the 
Palestinians are stalled and ten
sions run high in Jerusalem. 

"Is it possible that this could 
happen in today's environment? 
lwould say no,becausethepope 
would be seen to be sanctioning 
a situation of international in
justice," Archbishop Jean-Louis 
Tauran, the Vatican's foreign 
minister, told reporters after the 
interview with Toaff was pub
lished. 

Tauran deplored the stand
sti ll in the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations and said he feared 
"dramatic developments" in the 
Middle East. 

The pope has long stated his 
desire to visi t the Holy Land, 
and particularly Jerusalem, as 
part of celebra lions marking the 
year 2000. The Catholic Church 
has designated 2000 a holy year 
marking the start of the third 
millennium of Christianity. 
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Jewish National Fund Jubilee Mission 
Links Donors to The Land of Israel 

A family memorial forest was recently dedicated at the tree planting and dedication wall in 
American Independence Park, by 93-year-old Anne S. Rosenthal of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for her 
parents, Louis and Clara Wishnef, and her sister, Sarah Wishnef. 

Rosenthal's was one of several family dedications held in the park during a IO-day tour of Jewish 
National Fund land development projects across Israel by a SO-member Golden Jubilee Mission 
sponsored by JNF of America. "This has been an unforgettable day," she said. "I have realized a 
dream." 

"This is the best way to express solidarity with the State of Israel and strengthen bonds between 
Jews in Israel and the Diaspora. Your plaque joins 6,000 others, binding Diaspora Jewry to the land 
of Israel," said JNF world co-chairman Yehiel Leket. 

Barbara Rabkin, former chairwoman of the Cincinnati JNF campaign, said, "Giving to the land is 
- not just a passion, but a responsibility we owe to our children and grandchildren. It comes with pride 

in owning your land. We have an obligation to teach them how to care for our home." 

JNF JUBILEE MISSION brings American donors to Israel. Piro to courtesy of /NF 

Israel's Coins for Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Independence 

The celebration of Israel's 50th 
anniversary of statehood has 
begun with a full schedule of 
events in Israel and in many com
munities in North America. The 
Bank of Israel is continuing a 
tradition begun in 1958, when it 
issued its first coin in honor of 

doing something different. For 
the first time, it is releasing four 
coins,and twoofthemaremade 
of .999 pure, 24 karat gold. 

The two coins carry a face 
value qf 20 and 10 Israeli shek
els. And despite the clamor over 
the 50th anniversary, their de-

he nation's independence. Ev- sirability in future years is as
,ry year since, collectors in ev- sured by the bank's decision to 
·ry part of globe have eagerly limitthetotalmintageofeachof 
waitednewsfromJerusalemof them to only 3,000 pieces for 
he annual Anniversary Coin. worldwide distribution. The 20 
'his year, in honor of the 50th shekel coin contains one ounce 
nniversary, the Bankoflsrael is of gold and is I 3/8 inches in 

CARPENTRY • ODOR FREE INTERIOR PAINTING 
WALLPAPERING • SMALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 

T. Serving Providence and Blackstone Valley Since 1987 

-- 72S-440S ~ 

diameter. It costs $799. The 10 
shekel is a half ounce of pure 
gold and measures 1 3/16 
inches. Its price is $428.00 

The 50th Anniversary Coin 
also exists in two popularly 
priced sterling silver versions. 
The 2 shekel coin is the size of an 
old U.S. Silver Dollar and costs 
$42 in proof quality. There is 
also a proof-like 1 shekel coin 
for $25. The maximum autho
rized mintage for each of the 
si lver coins has been set by the 
bank at 10,000 pieces. 

The coin was designed by 
Asher Kalderon, who chose to 
portray the symbol par excel
lence of the sovereign State of 
Israel - the Israeli flag with the 
Star of David at its center. 

To order or for more infor
mation, contact the North 
American Distributor, The Coin 
& Currency Institute, Inc., P.O. 
Box 1057, Clifton, NJ 07014. Call 
toll-free (888) 421-1866. 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM PRINTED WITH 
YOUR NAME AND/OR 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421-3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST, 

PROVIDENCE, RI 02904 

FEATURE 
In Peer Program, 

Teens Teach Teens 
Not to Hate 

by Rebecca Segall and you just have to relax," 
NEW YORK (JT A) - Disas- voices a shy African American 

ters often inspire creative rem- girl. 
edies. A Hispanic peer trainer 

In reaction to the 1991 riots giggled as he tried to pronounce 
that rocked the Crown Heights Anti-Defamation League, and 
section of Brooklyn, N.Y., the Weiss didn't know that NOW 
Anti-Defamation League ere- stood for the National Organi
ated asmall peerleadershippro- zation for Women. But with re
gram to_ bridge the gap between markable confidence, they cited 
the Jewish and black comm uni- the two organizations as ex
ties in New York. amples of people taking action, 

Seven yea rs later, the pro- fighting for "what's right." 
gram has reached more than The retired chairman and 
65,000 high schoo l students CEO of Playtex Products Inc. 
across the United States, hun- and an active leader in both the 
dreds more in six European cit- AOL and the Boys and Girls 
ies and has recently received Clubs, Joel Smilow, conceived 
the attention offirst lady Hillary of the idea to bring the two 
Rodham Clinton. groups together and donated · 

Clinton witnessed the AOL $2.4 million to support it. 
peer leadership program in ses- After a school decides to 
sion recently at the Boys and implement the peer program, 
Girls Clubs of America in Man- teachers choose students as peer 
hattan, marking the begi nning leaders and trainers from all 
ofa new joint diversity program backgrounds. 
between the AOL and the Boys The students make at least a 
and Girls Clubs called "Teen- one-yearcommitmenttoattend 
agersFightBackAgainstHate." weekly meetings and several 

Twenty-three minority stu- day long training seminars, and 
dents - chosen by the staff of to run programs in their com
their various Boys and Girls munities and schools. 
Clubs - sa t in the shape of the In return, many qualify for 
blade of a shovel as four already AOL's paid summer internships 
trained peers-Jewish and non- as well as free trips to Washing
Jewish - stood at the handle ton, Europe and Israel. 
and began to dig into sensitive "We always try to network 
issues: interracial relationships, the peer trainers with all the 
culture shock, the d efinition of others around the world," said 
family and whether or not to Robin Sclafani, director of stu
take action in the face of injus- dent programs at the AOL. 
tice.· 'The reason that we are in-

As part of the program, the valved with tolerance outside 
same group had met the previ- of the Jewish community," said 
ous day and discussed several Myrna Shinbaum, director of 
issues, including homophobia student programs at the AOL, 
and anti-Semi tism. "is because we believe that if 

"You can't just sit back and there is tolerance for al minori
expect things to change," said ties, America will bea safer place 
RachelWeiss,aJewishllthgrade for Jews." • 
peer trainer from Brooklyn. · The idea seeins to be work-

Agreement echoed through- . ing. 
out the room, the participants "I heard that Jews were self
seemingly unperturbed by the centered," 15-year-old Adrian 
presence of the first lady and Quarless of the Bronx said at 
the media parade. last week's gathering, "but now 

"But sometimes you just have I see that's there's all types. 
to realize that a racist person is "They have had a lot of dis
saying something because that's crimination against them, too, 
,what his parents taught him, that I never knew before." 

BUSINESS OWNERS/PROFESSIONALS 
Diversify from your current occupation and add substantially to your income! 

GROWTH CREATES WEALTH 
POSITION YOURSELF WITH A 

• NYSE COMPANY 
• REACHED A BILLION DOLLARS IN LESS THAN 8 YEARS 
• IN THE FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRY TODAY 
• ONE OF THE MOST PROFITABLE COMPANIES IN THAT INDUSTRY 
• ONLY COMPANY WITI-1 "0" LONG TERM DEBT 

Call 1-800-839-2041 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/file-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" 

INSURED • R.I. LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
South County Summer Fun 

The South County Tourism 
Council located at 4808 Tower 
Hill Road in Wakefield has or
ganized a May calendar of fun 
and unique events for famjlies, 
children, students and adults. 
Below is a partial list of events. 
For a full calendar, call 789-4422. 

May: Thursdays 
to Sundays 

Public Trailriding at Arcadia 
State Park. Weekdays 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. by appointment, week
ends 9 a.m. to 4 p .m. One-hour 
guided trailride through beau
tiful Arcadia State Park. Call 
Stepping Stone Ranch for de
tails. 397-8789. 

May: Fridays 

Fisherville Brook Wildlife 
Refuge Friday Morning 
Birding. 7 a.m. Bring your bin
oculars as we search the refuge 
for returning bird species. 99 
Pardon Joslin Road, Exeter, 949-
5454. 

May: Saturdays 

scenic trails in the Arcadia Man
agement Area. Call Wood
Pawcatuck Watershed Assoc. 
for details. 539-9017. 

R.I. Wild Plant Society 
Workshop. 9 a.m. to noon. This 
workshop will emphas ize 
hands-on activities involving 
various aspects of plant biol
ogy. Call 949-0195. 

45th Annual May Breakfast. 
6:30 to 10 a.m. Hearty South 
County breakfast served fam
ily-sty le, including 
jonnycakes made from 
Kenyon's Corn Meal. 
May baskets with 
homemade cand y 
and flowers for sale. 
First Baptist Church of 
N . Kingstown, 1135 
Tower Hill Road. 294-
4037. 

'98 Run For Your Life. 
Register 7 a.m., race9 a .m. South 
County Hospital's third annual 
5K. Gentlyrolling,sceniccourse, 
merchandise awards, pri ze 
drawings. Walkers welcome, in
dividual and team categories for 

South Kingstown Farmers runners, T-shirts for first 450, 
Market. Every Saturday, 9 a.m. refreshments and music. South 
to noon. Annuals, perenni- County H ospita l, 100 
als, plants, herbs, farm ~ Ke nyo n Ave. , 
fresh vegetables and • Wakefield. Call to reg-
fruit,honey,dried flow- ~ p ister.782-8000,ext.387. 
ers, and more. URI, Museum of Primi-
Keaney Gym pa rking live Art and Culture 
lot, Kings ton. 789-1388. Workshop. 10:30 a.m. 

Westerly Public Li- p. ~ to 12:30 p.m. Raffia bas-
brary. 10:30 a.m. Drop- kP.ts. Celebra te spring 
in storytime forages3 to by weaving a colorful 
8, 44 Broad St., Westerly. 596- basket. 1058 Kingstown Road, 
2877. Peace Dale. 783-5711. 

May 1 

South County Museum 
Opens For Season. Wednesday 
to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p .m. 
Local history museum opens for 
the season, featuring exhibits 
such as a 19th-century country 
kitchen, general store, Victorian 
bedroom, bla!=ksmith shop, 
print shop, antique carriage 
barn, and more. Route IA, Nar
ragansett. 783-5400 

Smith's Castle Grand Re
opening Open House. 1 p.m. 
come tour this gem of Rhode 
Island history, the newly reno
vated colonial plantation house 
at Cocumscussoc. 55 Richard 
Smith Dr. (off Route 1), North 
Kingstown. 294-3521. 

May2 

Spring Hike on The Ben Ut
ter Trail. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A 6-
mile hike on some of the most 

FINAL WEEK 
The Community Players 

proudly present 

[ROME -ROBERT iERRY .. 
LAWRENCE £.LEE HERMAN 

DIRECTED BY LARRY REEDY 

,,lTAttAO(NNIS 

U.WlltNU - lH 

May 1, 2, 3 

Friday and Saturday 
evenings a t 8 :00 P.M. 

S unday Matinees at 2:00 P.M. 

at Jenks Jr. High Auditorium, 
Division St., Pawtucket 

I across from McCoy Stadiurrr) 

Tickets $10 (Under 13 - $8) 
Reservations: (401) 726-6860 

http://www.ici.~crJcustomcn/dgillW 

May9 

South County Museum Fea
ture Exhibit Opening & Recep
tion. 6 p.m. Opening of the ex
hibit, "Main Street," - The his
tory of downtown Wakefield. 
With recognition of volunteers. 
Canonchet Farm, Rte. IA, Nar
ragansett. 783-5400. 

Spring Festival and Seedling 
Sale. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. go on a 
horsedrawn hayride and pur
chase a wide variety of organic 
seedlings including heirloom 
plants and gourmet herbs at this 
historic farm. Casey Farm, 2325 
BostonNeckRoad, Rte. lA,Nar
ragansett. 295-1030. 

6th Annual Block Island Pasta 
Cook-Off.6to9p.m.Asampling 
of many different pasta dishes 
made at our local restaurants. 
They compete to win the "Best 
Pasta Dishon Block Island." Spon
sored by the B.I. CharnberofCom
merce. 466-2982. 

Annual Beach Clean Up. 
· Let's keep our beaches clean. 
Come join us and clean up the 
shoreline. Corn Neck Road, 
Block Island. 466-2982. 

R.I. Wild Plant Society Plant 
Walks. 9:30 a.m. to Noon. A 
first in a series of walks at URI's 
Alton Jones Campus. Call 949-
0195. 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAURANT 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

' 

YOUR HOSTS, 
THE LAVOIE'S 

Chepachet Village, R.1 
(401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

May 10 

Mother's Day Paddle. 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Start with cof
fee and juice and then head off 
to Wickford Cove for a guided 
trip in double kayaks. The Kayak 
Centre at Wickford Cove, 9 
Phillips St. 295-4400. 

May 16 & 17 

Allbreed Cat Show. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Cat Fanciers' Federa-

tion Sanctioned Show. 
Windjammer Lounge, 
321 Atlantic Ave., 
Misquarrticut, West
er I y. 828-0904. 

Civil War 
Weekend and Re
enactment. lOa.m. 
to 4 p.m. Experi

ence the life of an 
early day a rtillery 

company featuring dri lls, ski r
rrtishes, battles, salons, discus
sions, demonstrations, parades, 
gujded tours. Hosts: Artillery 
Company of Newport, Battery 
F. South County Museum, 
Canonchet Farm, Route 1A, 
Narragansett. 783-5400. 

May 17 

Bike Tour For Diabetes. The 
start / finish will be at the Nar
ragansett High School parking 
lot. Cycle 25 and 50 kat 9:15 and 
100 k at 8:30 a .m. - you decide 
which. 10 k family ride at 10 
a.m. 431-1900. 

Wilcox Park Garden Mar
ket Fair. 10 a.m. to 4 p .m. 
Plants, tools, advice, a farm
ers' market and a special area 
for children are just a few of 
the things you wi ll find at this 
annual spring fair. Wilcox Park 
and Westerly Public Library. 
Downtown Westerly. 596-2877 
or 596-8590. 

May 23 to 31 

Harbor Tours. Saturdays and 
Sundays at 1 and 3 p .m. 1 3/ 4 
hour narrated sightseeing ex
cursion cruises aboard the 
Southland. This tour visits such 
sights as the Point Judith Light
house, the Harbor of Refuge, 
the fishing villages of Galilee, 
Jerusalem and Snug Harbor, 
beautiful beaches, the 11 islands 
of Great Salt Pond and a glimpse 
of Block Island. State Pier, Gali
lee, Narragansett. Call for infor
mation, 783-2954. 

May 24 and 25 

28th Annual Westerly An
tiques Show & Sale. 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Fifty-five plus selected 
exhibitors of antique country 
furniture, fine glass, jewelry, 
lamps, clocks and early textiles 
and linens. YMCA Gym, 95High 
St., Westerly. 596-2894. 

May 26 to June 14 

Theatre-By-The-Sea Pre
sents "Forever Plaid." A hys
terical and endearing tribute to 
the harmony singing groups of 
the ' 50s with your favorite 
"golden oldies." 364 Card 's 
Pond Road, Matunuck. 782-
8587. 

May 30 

Southern Rhode Island Gar
den Tour. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wander through a lovely assort
ment of very special gardens in 
Southern Rhode Island. Spon
sored by the R.I. Wild Plant So
ciety. 783-5895. 

'CATS' Returns to PPAC 
"CA TS" leaps into town for a 

return engagement at the Provi
dence Performing Arts Center, 
May 12 through May 27. Tickets 
are on sale now and may be 
reserved by calling the box of
ficeat421-ARTS; ticketsarealso 
on sale through Ticketmaster. 
For groups of 20 or more, call 
421-2997, ext. 3121 for details. 

Whe n Andrew Lloyd 
Webber' s megahit mus ica l 
"CATS," based on T.S. Eliot's 
Old Possum's Book of Practical 
Cats, returns to Providence, lo
cal audiences will be seeing not 
only a spectacular Broadway 
musical, but a theatrical phe
nomena unparalleled in the his
tory of musical thea ter. For 
"CA TS," 1997 was a banner year 
both on Broadway and on the 
road. On June 19, 1997, an elec
trified audience at the Winter 
GardenTheatreinNew Yorksaw 

the company give the perfor
manceoftheirlivesasshownum
ber 6,138 sped by and "CATS" 
became the longest running 
musical in Broadway history. 

The combined touring com
panies of "CA TS" (one through 
four) broke the record for the 
longest continuously touring 
show several years ago. 

Presented by Cameron Mack
intosh, The Really Useful Com
pany, Ltd., David Geffen and 
The Shubert Organi za tio n, 
"CA TS" is directed by Trevor 
Nunn, with Gillian Lynne serv
ing as associate director and 
choreographer. 

For current show listings and 
other in fo rmation about the 
Providence Performing Arts 
Center, visit the website at 
<www.ppacri.org.> For other 
information about "CA TS," visit 
<www.rea llyuseful.com>. 

Carnevale at the 
Athenaeum 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

The Providence Anthenaeum 
was recently transformed for the 
annual fund-raising event. Es
tablished in 1753, the Atheneum 
is a library and cultural institu
tion that offers a rare book col
lection, current releases and spe
cial programs fo r adults and 
childre n.This yea r 's theme, 
Ca rnevale di Venezia, cel
ebra ted the glories of Venice. 
For the past four years the Ath
enaeum has focused on the cul
ture, history, politics and art of 
Venice. Tiny tables were ar
ranged throughout the library 
for guests to enjoy Italian wines 
and a variety of foods, prepared 
by some of Rhode Island's most 
admired chefs. A silent auction 

_ was also organized and in
cluded works from many local 
glass artists. 

A large tent stood in front of 
the Athenaeum where chefs 
were busy cooking the evening's 
tasty treats. Music was provided 
in both areas. Ann Danis, assis-

tant conductor of the RI Phil
harmonic, led her 12-piece ''Lido 
Beach All Girl Orchestra" in the 
tent whi le "D' Accord di 
Venezia" was led by Marilyn 
Mair and Mark Davis in the Ath
enaeum. 

The festivities began with a 
special visit by Dr. Giovanni 
Germano, consul general of 
Italy. He paid tribute to the alli
ance between Providence and 
Venice byproclairrting April 25a 
day of homage to the affinities 
thatthe twocitiesshare.Massimo 
Cacciari, mayor of Venice, sent a 
special message for the evening, 
" I learn with pa_rticular satisfac
tion that the culmination of the 
civil remembrance of the fifty
third anniversary of Italy's lib
eration from Nazi-Fascism, and 
carnevale, fall on April 25. I there
fore recognize the special sig
nificance of the Providence 
Athenaeum's tribute to an occa
sion which experiences the col
lective participation of the Vene
tian people." 

(Continued on Page 15) 

MAYOR VINCENT CIANCI, JR. AND ERIC GODFREY at 
Carnevale di Venezia in Providence. Herald plrotoby Tara V. Lisciandro 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Israeli Artist Creates Anniversary Portrait 

On May 14 Israel celebrates 
its50th anniversary. In honorof 
this momentous occasion . .. a 
very special work of art is being 
offered to the public. 

Designed speci fically by the 
Israeli artist Michel Schwartz as 
a striking and powerfu l visual 
memorial to the "Old Ma n of 
Israel," this centenary portrait 
of Ben-Gurion commemorates 
and celebrates Israel's Declara
tion of Independence 50 years 
ago. Schwartz's motiva tion was 
not simply a high powered au
tograph hunt, but rather to show 
the Israeli people ... particularly 
the youth of Israel - the high 
es teem which Ben-Gurio n .. 
and by association - the sta te 
of Israel. .. is held. De Wolf Fine 
Art is contributing $50 from the 
proceeds of each work of art to 
the B' nai B' rith Center in Israel 
for s tudent educa tio nal pro
grams. 

One hundred dig ni taries 
signed the original painting of 
!his piece. Among these were: 

quali ty paper, this tribute to 
Israel's independenceisavailable 
from De Wolf Fine Art. For infor-

.,,. .__ _ _._ 
, .... 

mation, call Rhona Harrington 
at (888) 800-1618 or e-mail at 
<DeWoll@sedona.net>. 

..:..... ·· 
-.:, ........ 

,H~ .,L ~ ~. ~ ... ~ 

Chaim Herzog, Teddy Kolleck, 
Abba Eban, Ru th Popkin, 
Shlomo Goren, Yitzhak Rabin 
a nd three American presidents. 
Although 500 were produced , 
only 199 of this magnificent 54-
color original sig ned and num
bered hand-pulled serigraphs 
are sti ll available. 

Printed in Hai fa on museum-
Ben-Gurion 

ACT Celebrates 11th 
Successful Season 

The All Children's Theatre 
will celebrate the conclusion of 
its 11th successful season with a 
cocktail party on May 9 from 
5:30to 7:30p.m.Friendsand sup
porters of ACT are invited to 
enjoy cocktails, hors d 'oeuvres 
and tunes from its spring musi
cal production, "Give My Re
gards to Broadway," at the stu
dio of Ira Garber, 150 Chestnut 
St., sixth floor in Providence. 
There is a $25 per person charge 
($15 may be considered a tax
deductible donation) and reser
vations may be made by calling 
331-7174. 

Highlights from ACT's 1997-
98season included Storybook Se
ries audience participation per
formances of ''The Fantastic Jour
ney of Athena and Hercules," 
"Rudolph, the Red Nosed Rein
deer," "Twelve Dancing Prin
cesses" as well as the current 
production of ''The Not-So Tiny 

Adventures of Thumbelina," 
which is being performed May 2 
a t 10:30 a.m . at- the Va rta n 
Gregorian School Theatre, 455 
WickendenSt.,FoxPointinProvi
dence. The Storybook Series is 
recommended for ages 3 to 12. 

Special programming this 
season highlighted the Textron
sponsored, touring p roduction 
"I Have A Dream: The Life and 
Times of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.," and the second annual R.I. 
Youth Playwriting Festiva l, 
sponsored in part by Rhode Is
land Committee for the I-Iu
manitiesand Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts. 

In addition to regular perfor
mances, the All Children's The
a tre offers a variety of acting 
classes for students ages 3 to 17, 
provides financial assistance for 
its programs, and conducts out
reach and after-school programs 
througho_u t the state. 

R.I. Philharmonic Classical 
Concert Ends Season 

The Rhode Island Philharmonic will present the season finale of the 
1998-99 Classical Series on May 9, 8 p.m. at Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium in Providence. Music director Larry Rachleff concludes 
his second season with the Philharmonic in a program highlighted by 
Mahler's monumental Symphony No. 1 in D major, ''Titan." Rhode 
Island soprano Diane Alexander will appear as guest soloist in a 
performance of" Samuel Barber's Knoxville: Summer of 1915." The 
program opens with Libby Larsen's evocative "Collage Boogie." The 
Providence Journal Bulletin is the sponsor of the season finale concert. 

At the May 9 concert three Philharmonic musicians who have 
been members of the orchestra for many seasons will retire from the 
orchestra: assistant concertmaster Florertce Weintraub, assistant 
principal cellist Sylvia Rosenthal and first violinist Samuel Chester. 

Tickets for the May 9 season fi nale concert are available at the 
Philharmonic offi ce throughMay8at 3 p .m. and may be purchased 
by calling 831-3123. Ticket prices are $20, $30, and $35 for adults 
with d iscounts for groups of IO or more, full-time students and 
senior citizens (65 or over). Tickets wi ll also be available at the 
Veterans Memorial Aud itorium box office preconcert week, May 
4 to 8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 272-4862. 

Rhode Island's 
First 

Film Forum 
With the success of Rhode 

Island in being a hot spot for on
location movie productions in 
recent years, the Blackstone Val
ley Tourism Counci_l hopes to 
expand the fi lm industry in the 
Ocean State. 

BVTC, along with the state's 
other regional tourist agencies, 
the State's Film Office and the 
Economic Development Corpo
ra tion are coordinating joint ef
forts for the first-ever Rhode Is
land Film Forum. 

The fi lm fomm will be held 
on May 5, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
at the Aldrich Mansion, located 
in Warwick Neck. 

Featured atthegatheringwill 
be noted movie directors and 
Rhode Island natives Michael 
Corrente and Bobby Farrelly, 
who have filmed several mo
tion pictures in the state in the 
last few years. 

"This forum will bring to
gether film scouts, location man
agers, fi lm producers and com
munity leaders from all 39 cities 
and towns to help boost the ease 
of producing movies in our state. 
The bottom line is that we want 
Rhode Island to be the first film
friendly state in the country," 
said BVTC President Robert D. 
Billington. 

The Rhode Island Film Forum 
is open to participants for a regis
tration fee of $25, payable by 
check,moneyorderorcreditcard 
to the BVTC. Advance registra
tion for the conference is strongly 
suggested, as seating is limited. 

For more information, con
tact the BVTC, 171 Main St., 
Pawtucket, R.I. 02860, Attn.: R.I. 
Film Forum, or call BVTC at 
724-2200. 

Taste of the Nation 
Features More Than 

100 Participants 
More than 100 of the region's 

favorite restaurants, wineries, 
breweries and pastry makers 
will be participating in the Taste 
of the Nation, which wi ll be held 
on May 6 at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center. Eighty per
cent of the proceeds from ticket 
sales will go to the Rhode Island 
Community Food Bank, Amos 
House and the Wiley Center, 
with the remaining 20 percent 
going to international hunger 
relief organizations. 

The Taste of the Nation, 
sponsored nationally by Share 
Our Strength, American Ex
press, Calpha lon, a nd Evia n 
takes p lace in about 100 ci ties 
across the United States and 
Canada each spring, and fea
tures the grea t food and wine 
from generous regional restau
rants and vendors, who donate 
their food and staffs for this 
special evening. This year 's 
event in Providence will be the 
biggest yet, with 40 more par
ticipants than last year. Hosts 
for this yea r's event will be 
Frank Carpano from Channel 
10, and Jodi Applega te from 
NBC's Today Show. Music will 
be p rov ided by The Mus ic 
School. 

The Rhode Island Commu
ni ty Food Bank in West War
wick is a non-profit organiza
tion founded in 1982 and com
nu tted to serving the needs of 
hungry people in Rhode Island 
and southeastern Massachu
setts. Through its network of 
470 member organizations, the 
food bank distributes an aver
age of 168 tons of food to about 
35,000 people each mo nth, 
nearly half of them chi ld ren. 

Share Our Strength, the 
nation's largest fundi ng source 
for hunger relief organizations 
in the United States, has been a 
lead partner with the Rhode ls
land Communi ty Food Bank in 
addressing the needs of hungry 
people in our state. Locally, last 
year'seventattracted thousands 
of people and brought SOS's 
contribution to Rhode Island's 
anti-hunger efforts to more than 
$625,000 over the past 10 years. 

· General admission tickets for 
the Taste of the Na tion cost $40 
and the price includes "all you 
can eat!" The telephone numbe'r 
fo r information and tickets is 
431-0080, or (800) 495-4024. 

Take a lookattheTasteof the 
Nation, Providence, web page 
at <www.rifoodbank.org>. 

'Another World' Soap 
Stars Come to Zeiterion 

When did you last see your favorite soap s tars in person? 
An opportunity to do so arises on May 9 at New Bedford's 

Zeiterion Theatre. Victoria Wyndham "Rachel Cory Hutchins" 
and Charles Keating "Carl Hutchins" arrive in "Couplets," a show 
inspired by their many "Another World" fa ns. 

If you like "Love Letters," you' ll love "Couplets," which is a 
spoken word celebration of love told through verse, song, and 
scene. Wyndham and Keating created the vehicle from the over
whelming aud ience response to Rachel and Carl's poetic love 
affair on the soap opera. · 

Following the performance both actors are signing posters (priced 
at $5) for their fans. "Couplets" CDs and cassettes will also be sold. 

Tickets are on sa le now for only $6, $9 and $12. They are 
availableat the Zeiterion box offi ce which is open Tuesday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p .m. 
Ticketscanalso beorderedover the phone viacreditcard by calling 
(508) 994-2900. 

~ Barnsider's 
A. Mile & A Oi!_arter 

BANQUET MENU PIANS 
ALL OPTIO N S ARE ACCOMPAN I ED BY SOU P D U JOUR, GA RDEN 

SAL A D , W IT H A C H O ICE OF R ICE P I LAF OR BAKED POTATO 

OPTION 1 • $19. 95* P E R P E R S ON 

C/,o;ce o/ Chicken Teriyaki, Oaked Doston Scrod or Petite Top Sirloin 
Coffee or Tea/Fre!nc/1 Hmi/Ja Tee Cre!am 

O PTION 2 • $ 2 1 .95* P E R P E R S O N 

C/,oice o/Top Sirloin, Daked Haddock, Grilled Chicken 
with Tomato Oa!!il Vinaigrette 

Cof!ec or Tca/Fre!nc/, Vanilla Ice Cream 

OPTION 3 • $ 23. 95* P.ER P E R S ON 

C/,oice o/Petite Prime Ri b, Oakccl Stuffed Shrimp, 
IJakccl S tuffed Shrimp & Sirloin , Daked Scallops & Sirloin 

Coffee or Tea/C/1oco/ate Truffle ft'ioussc Cake 

O PTION 4 • $2S.9S* PER P E R S O N 

C/,oicc of Prime Rib, New York S irlo in, IJakcd Scallop!! & Prime Rib, 
Fre1l1 Salmon Holland.ai!!c, Oakl..J Stuffccl S lu imp & Prime Rib 

Co/Jere or Tea/C1,oco/atc Trufl/c Mousse Cake 

OPTI O N S • $27.9S* PE R PER S O N 

C/,oicc o/ Lo bidcr Ca!ll!lerolc & S irloin , Filct Mignon witl1 Dearnai!lc Sauce, 
G rilled Frc1l1 Sworclfi!lh, S teak A u Poivrc 

Coffee or Tca/C/,oco/aic Truff/c Mousse Cake 
"TAX ANO GRATUITY NOT INC LUOEO 

PRICES S UBJEC T TO C HANGE 

375 SO UTH M A IN STREET, PROVIDE N CE • 4 01 •351-7300 
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OBITUARIES 
MARTIN FISH 

PROVIDENCE - Martin 
Fish, 68, of 43 Dartmouth Road, 
Cranston, the owner, along with 
his wife, of M.J.'s Shoe Biz, died 
April 27 at Roger Williams Medi
cal Center after a two-month 
illness. He was the husband of 
Joan (Cohen) Fish. 

Department Stores, shoe divi
sion, in Massachusetts. After he 
and his wife returned to Rhode 
Island, they soon founded M.J.'s 
Shoe Biz. 

Official Leads Fight For 
Survivors' Insurance Claims 

Born in New York City, he 
was a son of the late Max and 
Rose (Weisberg) Fish. 

He was an Army veteran of 
the Korean War. He was a 1950 
graduate of Bryant College, a 
member of the AARP, and a 
former member of Roosevelt 
Lodge 42 F&AM. 

He had a long career in the 
shoe business, first as a sales
man for many Providence shoe 
stores while in college, and after 
serving in the war he was the 
buyer for the former John Pilling 
Shoe Co. After its closing, he 
was general manager for a shoe 
factory in Puerto Rico, and later 
became a vice president of the 
former Shoe Corp. of America 
in Columbus, Ohio. He was vice 
president of the former King's 

Faith makes you 
truly alive. 

It fills your every 
day with good. 

When troubles come, 
as they will, 

take comfort in your 
faith that 

whatever happens 
is for the best. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
brother, Warren Fish of Cran
ston, and two nieces: 

The funeral service was held 
April 29 in Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Swan Point 
Cemetery. 

MYER SHUSTER 
NEW BEDFORD, MASS. -

Myer Shuster, 84, of 12 Sears St., 
New Bedford, a self-employed 
Licensed Pra.ctical Nurse until 
retiring 20 years ago, died April 
21 at home. He was the husband 
of Rose (Pina) Shuster. 

Born in New Bedford, a son 
of the late Abraham and Rebecca 
Shuster, he was a lifelong resi
dent of the city. 

He was a member of Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue of New 
Bedford. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by a son, Paul A. Shuster 
of Margate, Fla.; and a step
daughte r, Grace Monty of 
Hyannis, Mass. He was also the 
father of the late David Shuster 
and the brother of the late 
Isadore Shuster. 

A graveside funeral service 
washeldonApril23atPlainville 
Cemetery, New Bedford. Ar
rangements were by Max Sugar
man Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

by Natalie Weinstein 
Jewish Bulletin of 

Northern California 

SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) -
When Chuck Quackenbush was 
a child, his German-born mother 
took him to a place he has never 
forgotten - Dachau, the first 
concentration camp in Nazi 
Germany. 

"I was stunned by what I saw 
there," said Quackenbush, who 
is California's insurance com
missioner. 

The impact of that tour in the 
early 1960s never left 
Quackenbush, who again finds 
himself confronting the after
math of the Holocaust. 

Last month, Quackenbush 
was appointed to head an inter
state task force charged with 
examining records of European 
firms that allegedly reneged on 
insurance money owed to Ho
locaust survivors. 

"Nothing is forgiven," he said 
ina telephone interview. ''These 
companies had walked away 
from the victims." 

Quackenbush has sent a staff 
member to Italy to begin digging 
through insurance firm archives 
to try to figure out how much 
money is owed to which survi
vors. His office is also retaining 
consul tan ts, accountants and ar
chival researchers in Europe. 

Appointed by the National 
Association of Insurance Com
missioners, Quackenbush and 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Comer of Dayle Avmue) 

Please call for your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-d=n, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel... 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-331 -3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

the task force will create an in
ternational commission to over
see inspections of the archives. 
The task force will also set up a 
toll-free number and ·world 
Wide Web site Jo aid survivors 
seeking information. 

The commission will work 
with Holocaust victims or their 
heirs who believe they have life 
insurance or property insurance 
claims. It will also search archives 
for policy numbers and names 
of policyholders to see if any be
long to victims or their heirs. 

The California Department of 
Insurance is currently payjng 
for the project. But Quacken
bush said the insurance compa
nies will soon be footing the bill. 

"The companies don' t want 
this type of controversy to con
tinue," he said. 

Even the Italian-based insurer 
Assicurazioni Generali, which 
resisted cooperation for several 
months, decided last month to 
allow inspection of its archives. 

Cooperation doesn't come 
from any sudden moral awak
ening. The nation's insurance 
commissioners have the ability 
to prevent the firms from doing 
business in their states. They 
also can make the companies 
look bad in the public's eye. 

"You have to be pretty cold
hearted in this effort," he said. 
"They' re not happy with me 
right now." 

For Quackenbush, his early 
experience in Germany has 
made the current endeavor a 
very personal one. 

His mother, who grew up in 
Germany during the war, mar
ried his father, a career military 
man in the U.S. Air Force. Their 
family was stationed in Ger
many from 1961 to 1965 when 
Quackenbush was in elemen
tary school. 

Quackenbush isn't surprised 
that his mother wanted to' take 
her 9-year-old son to Dachau. 

"We've always had a strong 
sense of history in the family," 
he said. 

Over the years, Quackenbush 
said, he developed a sense of 
wanting to do something about 

the past. 
His current involvement, 

however, happened coinciden
tally. 

In September, an attorney 
representing survivors in a class
action suit against the insurance 
firms came to a meeting of the 
National Association of Insur
ance Commissioners. The attor
ney began telling of the decades
long excuses for non-payment 
- the lack of death certificates 
for concentration camp victims, 
for example. 

The commission will 
work with Holocaust 
victims or their heirs 

who believe they 
have life insurance 

or property 
insurance claims. 

"A Jot of us were initially 
skeptical," Quackenbush said. 

The association held hearings 
i n several cities across the coun
try and a "very clear pattern of 
obfuscation" cameoutfromsur
vivors, he said. "You get pretty 
angry." 

Quackenbush has organized 
hearings across California to 
hear from Holocaust victims or 
their heirs who suspect they are 
owed money. 

This is not the first time that 
Quackenbush has been involved 
with the Jewish community. He 
has twice visited Israel on trips 
organized by Jewish groups. 

Quackenbush, a Republican 
who became the state's insur
ance commissioner in 1994, is 
up for re-elections this year. 

But he is not concerned that 
any rivals might accuse him of 
using the Holocaust compensa
tion issue to promote himself. 

"When you get into an elec
tion, everything you do they say 
you do for political reasons," he 
said. "It's a very positive issue. 
And I doubt if they'd try to use 
somethinglikethisagainstme." 

Ukrainian Jews Learn 
Art of Repairing Torahs 

by Lev Krichevsky 
MOSCOW (JTA)-The prob

lem: how to repair Torah scrolls 
damaged by decades of neglect. 

The solution: training young 
Ukrainian Jews in the centuries
old art. 

The scrolls were confiscated 
by the communist authorities 
during the Soviet era. Now that 
they are being returned to the 
Jewish community, there is a 
shortage of people who know 
how to repair them. 

Earlier this month, Vivian 
Solomon, a Torah scribe and re
pairman from London, came to 
the Ukrainian capital of Kiev to 
teach classes at the Institute for 
Modem Jewish Studies. 

The institute, opened two 
years ago under the auspices of 
the World Union for Progres
sive Judaism, is training 10 
young Jews from Ukraine's Re
form congregations the basics 

of Hebrew literacy and Jewish 
ritual - including the restora
tion of Torah scrolls. 

The young men and women 
will then return to their home
towns to ·share their newly 
gained knowledge with their 
communities. 

Solomon, a 75-year-old man 
of Indian descent, learned to 
repair Torahs eight years ago 
after retiring from his career as 
an engineer. 

"I love imparting knowledge," 
he said. "I've gained so much in 
the last eight years. When I die, it 
dies with me. I want to impart 
that to others before I go." 

Solomon has had to start from 
scratch. 

"Most of these students had 
never seen a Torah before they 
came here," said Rabbi David 
Wilfond, leader of the Hatikva 
Reform Jews congregation in 
Kiev. 

I 
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Peace Talks in London 

(Continued from Page 1) 

E.U.· officials out of the peace 
process - recently emerged 
from the Spanish island of 
Majorca. After two days of meet
ings, ministers from 11 Euro
pean and African nations bor
dering on the Mediterranean 
called on Israel to withdraw its 
troops from the West Bank and 
to stop building settlements on 
Arab-owned land. 

The choice of London as the 
stage for the next round of peace 
talks may ind eed represent 
something of a concession to 
the European request for greater 
involvement in the peace pro
cess. 

But wherever the talks are 
held , the question remains 
whether anything substantial 
will emerge from them. 

Since his announcement that 
he would gladly attend the talks, 
Netanyahu has been doing his 
best to dampen expectations. 

The State Department 
spokesman, James Rubin, sa id 
the meetings would be held to 
determine whether an Ameri
can set of proposals "can pro
vide a basis for a breakthrough." 

U.S. officials have drawn up 
a proposal that reportedly ca lls 
for Israel to redeploy from an 
additional 13 percent of the West 
Bank in tandem with Palestin
ian moves to live up to their 
securi ty commitments. 

Some observers claim to de
tect a softening in the Israeli 
Cabinet's long-standing resolve 
not to cede more than 9 percent 
of the West Bank 

According to the Israeli daily 
Ma'ariv, Netanyahu might be 
ready to give 11 percent-thus 

Dollar to Become 
Legal in Israel 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM QTA) - The 

dollar is expected to become le
gal currency in Israel in a matter 
of weeks. 

Under a plan to liberalize the 
country's currency regulations, 
Israelis would be able to pur
chase any amount of dollars and 
use them in transactions, includ
ing the purchases of homes. 

Under the plan, Israelis will 
be able to takeout of the country 
any sum of money, in any cur
rency, and will be able to open 
foreign bank accounts. 

The liberalization would also 
allow Israelis to make unlim
ited investments abroad and end 
restrictions on the use of credit 
cards overseas. 

crossingthedouble-digitthresh
old and approaching the Ameri
can proposal. 

But the Palestinian position, 
made clear during Arafat's talks 
with Blair, is that 13 percent is 
the barest acceptable minimum 
- and only if it is followed by 
an.other Israeli redeployment by 
year's end. 

Arafat wants Washington to 
"go public" with its plan-that 
is, to submit it formally to the 
parties and to world opinion in 
advance of the London talks. 

But,Arafat stopped short of 
making that his condition for 
attendance. 

Given the wide gaps between 
the Israeli and Palestinian posi
tions - gaps that have been in 
place fora year-it is hard to be 
optimistic about what wi ll 
emerge from London. 

Palestinian officials found a 
receptive ear when they sought 
to stress to Blair that continued 
stalemate can only bring more 
violence. 

Blairresponded, publicly and 
in the talks, that thi s was the 
Northern Irish experience pre
cisely. 

While he was wary of mak
ing too close an analogy with 
the situation in Northern Ire
land, which may now be on the 
road to resolution, he did warm 
all the parties that the absence 
of progress, in the Middle East 
as in Ulster, spells regression. 

Time Travel 
(Continued from Page 4) 

inaccessibility to what is con
sidered sacred by the commu
nity as a whole. 

Rabbi Judith Abrams' study 
of Talmud and especially of the 
women of the Talmud has in
spired me to connect to Torah in 
this way. My longing to inhabit 
these women's world through 
the bits and pieces of text I study 
each week helps me to imagine 
and toappreciate thatworld.As 
a Reform Jew, I am not obli
gated to re-create their world in 
my time, only to use their lives 
to inspire and inform my life. 
My brief excursion into the 
world of Tanzria has reminded 
me that childbirth demands its 
own sacred time and space, no 
matter where and when it hap
pens. 

Next week, another journey 
awaits me. 

Deborah Zecher is the rabbi of 
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire, 
Great Barrington, Mass. 

Nazi Slave Laborers Buried 
by Deidre Berger 

BERLIN (JT A) - An ecumenical ceremony has been held near 
here to bury the remains of 32 Jewish and non-Jewish slave 
laborers who died during the final days of World Wa_r IL 

The remains were discovered recently by construction workers 
at the former site of the Heinke! factory, which produced airplane 
parts. 

During the war, the factory relied heavily on slave labor orga
nized by the SS from the Sachsenhausen concentration ~amp. 

Officia ls of the memorial site at the former concentration camp 
said the victims came from France and Eastern Europe. During the 
1962 trial of a former doctor at the camp, witnesses said the bodies 
of victims who died shortly before the end of the war had been 
burned. 

Meanwhile more than 300 guests from France, Poland, Ger
many, Hungary, Denmark, the Netherlands and Ukraine gathered 
recently to commemorate the 53rd anniversary of the liberation of 
Sachsenhausen by the Soviet army. 
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Producers Target Adults 
For Animated Moses Film 

GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
-30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
672a, Providence, 884-0174. 3/5/99 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) 

"Prince of Egypt," a full-length 
animated feature on the life of 
Moses, won't premiere until 
Dec. 18, but the publicity 
buildup is already in full swing. 

Whatisknownalreadyisthat 
among the prodigious feats of 
computer-generated animation 
will be 7 million locusts, 16,000 
Israelites fleeing Egypt and a 
spectacular 4-minute parting of 
the Red Sea. 

Taking no chances, the pro
ducers have consulted some500 
religious leaders of all faiths -
and thestaffincludesa full-time 
liaison to the Jewish commu
nity. 

The film's look will draw on 
the epic cinematic style of direc
tor David Lean - who made 
"Lawrence of Arabia" - the 
paintings of impressionist 
Claude Monet, and the biblical 
illustrations of the 19th-century 
French artist Gustave Dore. 

The voice of Moses will be 
actor Val Kilmer, and other voice 
parts will go to Michelle Pfeiffer 
and Ralph Fiennes. When G-d 
speaks, it will likely be a combi
nation of voice, sound effects 
and music. 

For the Dream Works SKG 
studio, headed by the power trio 
of Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey 
Katzenberg and David Geffen, 
much is at stake. Since its launch 
with much fanfare 3 1/2 years 
ago, Dream Works has not come 
up with a certified hit. 

In particular, it's up to 
Katzenberg, who split with the 
Walt Disney Studio in 1994, to 
prove that he can equal or sur
pass his earlier Disney anima- . 
tion hits of "Beauty and the 
Beast," "Aladdin" and "The 
Lion King." 

Dream Works faces some 
tough marketing problems with 
its $50 million to $60 million 
project. The studio must con
vince moviegoers that "Prince 
of Egypt" is not a cartoon for 
kids, but a serious feature for 
sophisticated adults. 

Carnevale 
(Continued from Page 12) 

As part of an ongoing cel
ebration, the Athenaeum has 
organized a four-part festival of 
Italian films, all setin Venice, to 
be shown at the RISO Audito
rium: 

May 7 "Summertime," 1955. 
The film will be discussed by 
Tom Roberts of RISO. 

May 14 "Senso," directed by 
Luchino Visconti, 1954. The fi lm 
wi ll be discussed by Maurizia 
Natali of RISO. 

May 28 "Death in Venice," 
directed by Visconti, 1971. The 
film wi ll be discussed by 
Massimo Riva of Brown. 

June 4 "Othello," directed by 
Orson Welles, 1951. The film will 
be discussed by Charles Sullivan 
of RISO. 

The film festival is a collabo
rati~e effort between the Ath
eneum and RISO, Brown, and 
CCRL For more information or 
tickets to the film festival, call 
421-6970. 

As part of this strategy, 
Katzenberg has vowed to fight 
a possibleG rating and insist on 
a PG label. 

To avoid being taken as a 
preachy religious tract, the Moses 
saga is being promoted in ad
vance as the ultimate action-ad
venture film, pitting Moses 
against Pharaoh Ramses 11 

The lofty subject of the film 
will preclude marketing a line 
of gimmicky merchandise tie
ins, which sometimes bring in 
more money than the movie it
self. 

"There will be no burning 
bush nightlights, no Red Sea 
shower curtains that split in the 
middle, and no 40-days-in-the
desert water bottles," said 
Sandra Ra bins, one of the film 's 
producers. 

3 Cantors 
(Continued from Page 3) 

According to Lieberman, 
Mayer won him over by sug
gesting that this was a once-in
a-lifetime, memory-building op
portunity. 

"He said that we needed to 
offer it to people, and I told him 
to go ahead and expand it," 
Lieberman said. 

All three cantors have been 
thrilled by the results of their 
tremendous effort. 

"It's about the emotion of 
celebrating Israel," Lieberman 
said. "It's central to being Jew
ish, and that's what we do." 

"This is not a showcase for 
ourselves or for beautiful mu
sic," Cahana said. "It's a win
dow on Israel." 

For ticket information, call the 
Veteran's Memorial Auditorium at 
272-4 VMA or Tele-charge · at 1-
800-233-3123. 

SERVICES 

FREE CASH GRANTS College. Scholarships. 
Business, Medical Bills. Never repay. Toll
Free 1 (800) 218-9000, ext. G-5308. 5/8/98 

WANTED TO BUY 

COSTUME JEWELRY - Pre-1970s; also 
autographed letters of well-knowns. Please 
call in Fall River (508) 679-1545. 4/16/99 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 
15 words or less. Additional words cost 12 
cents each. Payment must be received by 
Monday at 4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when 
the ad is scheduled to appear. This newspa
per will not. knowingly, accept any advertis
ing for real estate which is in violation of the 
R.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwelling/ 
housing accommodations advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal oppor
tunity basis. 

YOU'R( UAVING7 
Take time to let us 

know. When ever and 
wherever you go, we 
want you to tell us. 
Tell US - not the 

Post Office. They don't 
tell us everything, 

you know! 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
Appraising • Bead Stringing 

Fine Jewelry Repair 

We Succeed Where Others Fail 
(401) 274-9460 

,----~-------~ ------7 
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Fashion Show Benefits 
Breast Cancer Fund 

The fashion conscious will get 
a sneak peak at the latest de
signs while supporting breast 
cancer at the Saks Fifth Avenue 
Spring/Summer Collections '98 
fashion showcase. Presented by 
the Eva Brownman Breast Can
cer Fund at Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, the fashion show is 
slated to be held May 14 at 6:30 
p.m. at Avalon, Mass. 

Hosted by Mat Schaffer of 
Boston Sidewalk and Judi 
Paparelli of WROR, the event 
will feature a special appear
ance by WHDH-TV news an
chor Kim Carrigan, Eva 
Brownman Breast Cancer Fund 
spokeswoman. All proceeds 
from the evening will benefit 
the Breast Oncology Center at 
the Gillette Center for Women's 
Cancers at Dana-Farber. 

International in scope, the 
fashion show will feature de
signs from such well-known 
designers as Armani, Cerruti 
1881, Christian Lacroix, Donna 
Karan, Isaac Mizrahi, Prada and 
Versace to name a few. Included 
among the exciting door and 
raffle prizes is a seven-night trip 
to St. Martin courtesy of Aries 

,, --

World Travel, Boston, and GWV 
International. And for those 
worried about missing the se
ries finale of "Seinfeld," a large
screen presentation of the much 
heralded episode will be shown 
at9 p.m., courtesy of Cablevision 
and AVFX. 

The Eva Brownman Breast 
Cancer Fund was established in 
1991 by sisters, Carol Brownman 
Sneider and Marjie Brownman 
Shapiro, to honor their mother, 
who lost her battle with breast 
cancer in 1973 at age 44. All 
funds raised by the all-volun
teer organiza tion of men and 
women are designated for breast · 
cancer research, education and 
treatment initiatives at Dana
Farber. The fund also conducts 
symposiums and educational 
programs for a wide audience 
from local colleges, churches, 
synagogues, industry, busi
nesses and trade organizations. 

Tickets are $65 for guaran
teed seating ($75 at the door) 
and $35 for general admission 
($45 at the door). To order tick
ets or for more information, call 
(781)433-7196.Avalonislocated 
at 15 LandsdowneSt. in Boston. 

355 Blackstone Boulevard, Providence, RI 

On paper we are impressive. 
In person we are extraordinary. 

CALL TODAY! 
Set up an appointment to view our 

available resale apartments ranging 
in price and size from $157,000. 

Call 273~9550, ext. 111 , Susan Morin . 

P.S. Do Not Forget Your Reservations 
- for May 16 Heart Healthy Picnic. -

~,l'==========I'' 

80 Brown Street, Providence, RI 02906 

Now Carrying a Full Line 
of Breads, Rolls, Challah, 

Pastries and Desserts. 
(Q) Challah Only $2.50 

Place your orders today. 
Call for more information. 

~ -

Jewish Leaders and Geneticists 
Call for Continued Research 

In the wake of the first-ever 
Jewish Leadership Meeting on 
Genetics, Jewish community 
activists and genetic research
ers called for the continuation 
of advanced genetic research 
and a redoubling of efforts to 
pass federal genetic non-dis
criminationand medical records 
privacy legislation. Hadassah, 
the Women's Zionist Organiza
tion of America, and the Jewish 
Counci l for Public Affairs, initi
ated and coordinated the recent 
ground-breaking meeting in 
Washington, D.C. 

Bringing together represen
tatives from all streams of Juda
ism, numerous national Jewish 
agencies and top researchers at 
the National Institutes of Health, 
the meeting was the first step 
towards an open dialogue 
aimed at ensuring the contin
ued participation by the 
Ashkenazi Jewish community 
in critical genetic research within 
a framework where risks to the 
community are considered and 
minimized. 

"The fears and concerns are 
about unintentional conse
quences associated with genet
ics research within certain legal 
and historical contexts," ex
plained Marlene E. Post, na
tional president of Hadassah. 
"These concerns are primarily 
about genetic discrimination in 
insurance or employment.Some 
members of our community 
have also raised concerns about 
the potential for stigmatization 
which might result in various 
forms of discrimination against 

individuals. Whether founded 
or not, Hadassah, JCPA and the 
Genome Institute are concerned 
that such fears could actually 
stem important genetics re
search or keep individuals from 
seeking important information 
they may desire through genetic 
tests." 

In his remarks at the confer
ence, Dr. Lawrence Rubin, ex
ecutive vice chairman of the 
)CPA, emphasized the need for 
continuing dialogue between 
Jewish leaders and researchers. 
He raised the possibility of cre
ating some form of advisory 
mechanism to enable Jewish 
communal experts in bioethics, 
representatives of various reli
gious denominations, and or
ganizational leaders to engage 
in regular and systematic dia
logue with the research com
munity. 

Education and partnerships 
were emphasized througho1,1t 
the daylong meeting. While re
searchers explained the science 
of the genetic findings and the 
current research protocols, Jew
ish community leaders hailed 
the important research and ex
pressed concerns heard in the 
community. 

Dr. Francis Collins, director of 
the National Human Genome 
Research Institute, emphasized, 
"There are no perfect genetic 
specimens." Each of us has 5 to 50 
potentially disease causing ge
netic alterations, many of which 
haveyettobeidentified,headded. 
He further noted that everyone 
has the BRCAl and BRCA2genes, 
often referred to as "the breast 
cancer genes"; i tis an alteration of 
the genes, not the gene itself, that 
may lead to an increased suscep
tibility to breast cancer. 

R.I. Breast Cancer Coalition 
Hosts Fund-Raiser 

On May 11, the Rhode Island 
BreastCancerCoalition will host 
a fund-raiser, "Make Memo
ries," at Roger Williams Park 
Casino, Providence, from 6 to 9 
p.m. The program is open to all 
women, men and children who 
a re interested in supporting 
breast cancer awareness. There 
will be entertainment, free fam
ily portraits, prizes, refresh
ments and recognition awards. 

Susan E. McGuirl, Esq., event 
chairwoman, said the intent of 
the program is to focus on sur-

viving cancer. "We will honor 
people who have faced and are 
living with cancer, and celebrate 
their lives with fami ly and 
friends. Since there are no state
wide funding efforts for breast 
cancer, this fund-raiser will ben
efit the Rhode Island Breast Can
cer Coalition, along with its toll
free helpline and Breast Cancer 
Resource Center." 

At the event, the coalition will 
recognize two distinguished 
breast cancer survivors for their 
community education and advo
cacy efforts. Bishop Geralyn Wolf 
will receive the Arlene DeSemone 
Memorial Award. Wendy Curtis 
from WPRI-TV will receive the 
Michelle Riccitelli-Leonti Memo
rial Award. 

Tickets are $25, children un
der 12 free, and can be ordered 
by calling Susan McGuirl, Esq., 
event chairwoman, at 272-7800. 

The Rhode Island Breast Can
cer Coalition is a federally de
signed non-profit, voluntary 
organization operating a toll
free statewide helpline, provid
ing educational and support 
programs, networking access to 
screening and treatment for un
insured women, initiating leg
islative support for appropriate 
healthcare and influencing 
policy for improved research. 

May 21st at 8 p.m. 

GALA.98 
with 

World Renowned Performer 

Theodore Bike/ 
at Mechanics Hall 

"An Evening of Entertainment" 
Conc:ert tickets go on sale April 1st. 

Tidtets are_ $25.00 per person 
Student tickets are $18.00 per person 

To order by mall, send a seH-addressed, stamped envalope to: 
M. T. Plante TIOket ~ • »21 Main street, ~-~ JIil 01806 

To charge, call M.T. Plante at (508) 752-0888 ($2 per ticket handling charge) 

Patron Ticket& at $71 per penon Include p,-cert ,-ptlon and 
preferred ...... 'lb order call SSDS at (908) 799-7888 

Solomon Schechter Day School of Worcester 


