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Local Liaison Discusses 
Vatican Document 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor It made headlines in every 

newspaper throughout the 
world more than two weeks 
ago and today it continues to 

be discussed at length. Every 
word and every phrase of the 
Va tican's five-chapter d ocu
ment, "We Remember: A Re
flection on the Shoah," has been 
analyzed and analyzed once 
again by countless religious and 
scholastic organizations, locally 
and internationally. The long
awaited document (in the works 
for 11 years) was hailed by some 
while, a t the same time, left 
many others with disappoint
ment. Morerecently,Jewishand 
Catholic leaders met once again 
at the Vatican and agreed that 
they would further investigate 
the document's s tatements and 
wartime records. More ques
tions arise now that the docu
ment has been published and 
communities want to know 
more. Will the Vatican publish 
yet another document? There is 
also great controversy over Pope 
Pius XII' s silent role during 
WWII. The questions posed in 
the Vatican's docu ment a re 
open-ended and many are won
d ering if they will be answered 
and if some of the sta tements 
will be clarified . 

Newly appointed director of 
Catholic and Jewish Relations at 
the Diocese in Providence, Fr. 
Thomas Trepanier, has studied 
the Vatican's World War II docu
ments, including numerous let
ters and correspondence, for 
many years and frequently visits 
Rome to assist his studies. He 
commented on the document as, 
"a call for more, a religious begin-

ning." Fr. Trepanier also stated 
that, "there is no turning back 
now," and believes the Vatican's 
document has opened its doors 
to further discussion about its 
wartime role and actions. 

A Unique Beginning 

A unique part of the docu
ment, according to Fr. Trepanier, 
is the cover letter, written by 
PopeJohnPaul II himself, which 
begins, "On numerous occa
sions ... I have recalled with a 
sense of deep sorrow the suffer
ings of the Jewish people dur
ing the Second World War." The 
Pope later s tates in his brief let
ter that, "It is my fervent hope 
thatthe document 'We Remem
ber,' ... will indeed help to heal 
the wounds of past ntisunder-

The long-awaited 
document (in the works 
for 11 years ) was hailed 

by some while, at the 
same time, left 

many others with 
disappointment. 

standings and injustices." Fr. 
Trepanier believes that, "his 
cover letter secures the Pope's 
interests in Jewish-Catholic re
la tions." He also added that he 
has never seen such a powerful 
letter written nor such a strong 
position taken by any other Pope 
in the past. "I believe it has a lot 
to do with the Pope's personal 
beliefs as well. No one writes 
about Christians and Jews like 
Pope John Paul II," he said. 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
Enjoys Arts Week 

A students art group works on a pottery project with art 
teacher, Deborah Forman. (see page 12) /'halo co11r1esy of ASDS 

Perhaps that has to do with 
the pope's upbringing in his · 
hometown of Wadowice in Po
land. Karol Wojtyla (Pope John 
Paul II) grew up among 2,000 
Jews and was a good friend of 
Jerzy Kluger, a Jew. The Second 
World War tore them apart but 
17 years ago the Pope enlisted 
Kluger as the informal interme
diary between Is rae li a nd 
Va ti can officials. It was obvious 
that the Pope had not forgotten 
about his d ear friend . "The 
people in the Vatican do not 
know Jews and previous popes 
did not know Jews,'' said Kluger 
in a recent New York Times ar
ticle, "But this Pope is a friend of 
the Jewish people because he 
knows Jewish people. He grew 
up in Wadowice." 

Opening the 
Vatican's Doors 

Fr. Trepanier agrees, how
ever, like many, that the docu
ment "took too long" to be pub
lished . He added that the church 
does tend to function slowly at 
times but it does make strong 
and powerful sta tements. "Pope 
Pius VI opened six years of the 
wartime archives a t the 
Vatican," he said, "I continue to 
study as many of the 11 vol
umes as possible but never be
fore have I seen anything writ
ten or stated like this document." 
Those 11 volumes contain let
ters and correspondence be
tween the bishops and cardi
nals as well as the Vatican dur
ing the war. They are written 
mostly in German, French and 
Italian and have not been com
pletely translated. Some officials 
believe these documents are not 
fully complete either. 

Since the document's arrival 
the qµestion of opening the 
Vatican's archives has arisen 
once again. " ... under Vatican 
rules, they [archives], must re
main sealed for 20 more years," 
sta ted a New York Times article. 
"The church insists that all rel
evant materials on its wartime 
conduct have already been pub
lished in 11 volumes of docu
ments released between 1965 
and 1981 under the direction of 
Vatican approved scholars." In 
order for the archives to open . 
and allow more information to 
the public, Fr. Trepanier believes 
more requests need to be made 
to the Vatican and local dioceses 
as well. "I would like to see them 
all open, archives from before 
and after the war," he said. 

"This is the beginning of 
teshuva for us and interfa ith 
rela tions," added Fr. Trepa nier 
who quoted a piece of the final 

Leonard Nimoy Speaks 
Leonard Nimoy came to Boston to talk ofJ udaism, his career 

and Combined Jewish Philanthropies. (See page 10). 

part of the document: "At the 
end of this Millennium the 
Catholic Church desires to ex
press her deep sorrow for the 
failures of her sons and daugh
ters in every age. This is an act of 
repentance (teshu va), since ... we 
are linked to the sins as well as 
the merits of her children." 

Local Liaison 

Fr. Trepanier has acted as a 
pastor in many various parishes 
throughout the sta te of Rhode 
Island for the past 34 years. He 
was appointed in February as 
has replaced Fr. Edward 
Flannery who initiated the po
sition of Director of Catholic
Jewish Relations in Providence 
more than 15 years ago. In June 
of last year Fr. Trepanier took 
the position as pastor at the St. 
Ambrose Church in Lincoln as 
well as chaplai.n at counseling 
services a t BryantCollege. Origi
na II y from Woonsocket, Fr. 
Trepanier has been interested 

/'halo courlesy of Cf P 

in the Holocaust since high 
school. "I had to write a theme 
paper about Poland during the 
Second World War and it started 
from there," he said. During his 
college years he further studied 
the war years and the Holocaust. 
While at seminary at the Uni
versity of Ottawa and obtaining 
his master's degree, he took 
courses in Hebrew and Judaic 
studies. After being ordained 
Fr. Trepanier served the US 
Army for eight years and four of 
them were spent in Germany 
where he and his troops spon
sored one of the first Chanukah 
services in Bamberg in 1985. 

As director of Catholic-Jew
ish Relations, Fr. Trepa nier 
hopes to create ongoing dia
logue between local priests and 
rabbis. As part of his role as an 
educator he also hopes to estab
lish printed materials on Ca tho
lic-Jewish rela tions for congre
gants of churches and syna
gogues. 
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HAPPENINGS 
Kennel Club Hosts Dog Show 

The Providence County Kennel Club will hold their 114th All
Breed Dog Show and Obedience Trial on April 11 at Thayer Arena, 
Warwick. The show will feature more than 140 varieties of pure
bred dogs who will compete in conformation and obedience 
throughout the day. 

Judges from the American Kennel Club will begin their indi
vidual class selections at9a.m. and continue until Best in Show and 
High in Trial titles have been chosen later in the afternoon. 

Admission fee for adult is $3, children $1. For more information 
on the show, call 294-3247. 

Perishable Theatre Holds Auditions 
For Women's Playwriting Festival 

Perishable Theatre is looking for actors to perform in their Sixth 
annual Women's Playwriting Festival. This extremely popular 
event will run from May 28 through June 21. This year, three plays 
were chosen from a pool of 320 submissions by women play
wrights from four continents. Auditions for all three plays will be 
held on April 4 from noon to 4 p .m. at Perishable Theatre, 95 
EmpireSt., Providence. The three plays are "Water From the Well" 
by Jean Tay, directed by Vanessa Gilbert; "Svetland's New Flame" 
by Olga Humphrey, directed by Rebecca Patterson and "Mizz 
Romaine" by Mary Lou Pilkinton, directed by Pat Hegnauer. 

Actors should have a resume and headshot and be prepared to 
do a brief monologue and a cold reading. There is a small stipend 
for actors. Those interested.in auditioning should call 331-7811. 

'Harriet Beecher Stowe' 
Visits Barrington 

The community will have a chance to attend an anti-slavery 
rally when "Harriet Beecher Stowe" comes to town on April 7. 
Actress Jan Turnquist of the Orchard House Museum in Concord , 
Mass., will portray the author, speaking.as Stowe herself would 
have were she addressing an audience of abolitionists during the 
Civil War. Enjoy Stowe's humor and hear of the work of fellow 
abolitionists Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe was a mother and a schoolteacher whose 
compassion for the p light of the slaves moved her to wri te Uncle 
Tom's Cabin in 1852. Stowe's stand on human rights helped bring 
an end to the institution of slavery in this country and prompted 
President Lincoln's remark upon meeting her, "So you' re the little 
lady who wrote the book that started this great war." 

"Harriet Beecher Stowe" will speak at the library on Apri l 7 at 
7 p .m. This free program is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Barrington Public Library and is open to all. 
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Calendar: April 2 thru April 12 
2 Tai Chi class at Pawtucket Family YMCA, 6-week program for teens and adults, emphasizes 

muscular control, balance and meditation; 8 to 9:15 p.m. Call 727-7900. 
UMass Dartmouth presents "Seasonal Religious Celebrations: Passover, Easter, the Hajj," 
1:30 to 2 p .m., Liberal Arts Building. Call (508) 999-8765. 

4 City Nights Dinner Theatre presents Neil Simon comedy, "Laughter on the 23rd Floor," 
April 4 to 26, Pawtucket. For reservations call 723-6060. 
Author Kathleen Odean signs her new book, Great Books for Boys (Ballantine), 1 to 3 p .m. at 
Books on the Square, Providence, 331-9097. 
"The Thirst: Remembering Home," Jewish Theatre of New England, Newton Centre, 
Mass., April 4 to 5: Call (617) 965-5226. 

5 RISO Family Workshop, "Many Voices." Look at paintings and discuss d ifferent ways 
artists address their subjects then create your own drawing, 3 to 4 p .m., Providence. Call 454-
6200. 
RISO "Nature's Patterns" Family Workshop, 2 to 5 p.m., Providence. Explore nature and 
create a piece of family textile art with leaves, shells, natural objects, stamps, stencils and 
more. Call to enroll 454-6200. 
Pieces of the Puzzle: Creating a Jewish Community, Providence, 3 to 6:30 p.m.; join 
Perspectives Young Jewish Adult Group as they present "Generation Exodus" and speak 
about young Jewish adults in America. R.S.V.P. at 863-9357. 
Wholesale Klezmer Band at CA V, Providence, 7 p.m. Enjoy music and songs about Yidd ish 
culture, humor and Tikkun Olam. For reservations, call 751-9164. 

6 URI hosts 'The Place of Place in the Contemporary World," lecture by Lawrence Buell, 
professor ofEnglishat Harvard University, 7 p.m.,sponsored by URI Center for Humanities, 
free and open to the public. Call 874-2116. 

7 UAHC Reform Jewish Outreach, "Yours, Mine & Ours." Discussion group for interfaith 
couples, Boston, Mass. Call for information (617) 449-0404. 
Celebrate Passover at Providence Children's Museum, 3 to 4:30 p.m. Children 5 and up are 
invited to listen to a Passover story, create their own booklets and make haroset. Call 273-
KJ OS. 
Watson Institute, Brown University, Providence, presents "The Arab Sta te: Regional 
Security and Cooperation in the Middle East," 4 p .m. Free and open to the public. 

8 Jewish Interaction with Tap Dogs, Boston, Mass. Join Jewish Young Adults as they are 
entertained by an exciting tap dance display. Call (617) 457-8666. 
Chicks and Bunnies. Think twice before adopting a rabbit or chick, 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
Providence Children's Museum. Learn about adorable animals and what they need for a 
proper home, presented by Providence Animal Rescue League. Call 273-KIOS. 
David Kertzer, author of The Kidnapping of Egardo Morlara and professor of anthropology at 
Brown University, speaks on "The Northern League and Current Politics in Italy," 7:30 p.m. 
at Providence Athenaeum. Call 421-6970. 

9 Ibsen's "Ghosts" haunt Brown Thea tre, Proviqence, April 9 to 19. Play revolves around 
Alving and her son, Oswald, who ded ica te an orphanage to her husband 's memory. For 
tickets, ca ll Leeds Theatre box at 863-2838. 
Bridgewater College, Mass., presents "Dance Ka leidoscope '98: The Red Scarf," April 9 and 
10, 8 p.m. Call (508) 697-1321 for tickets. 
"All-You-Can-Eat" dinner sponsored by the Providence/ Cranston Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks, featuring meatballs, macaroni and salad . 5 to 8 p.m. at Elks Lodge on 1895 
Plainfield Pike in Cranston. $5 per person. Call 944-0140 for more information. 

11 Congregation Agudas Achim hosts Passover seder, Attleboro, 6 p.m. Seder will be led by 
Rabbi Gail Diamond and seder participants. Reservations are necessary. Call (508) 222-2243. 
OOP's Egg-cellent Adventure, Providence, Noon to 3 p.m. Participants donate to R.I. 
Community Food Bank. Call 455-0844. 
Symposium Marks Centenary of Spanish-American Week, 8:30 a.m. at Brown University 
Library, Providence. All sessions are free and open to public. Call 863-9595 for schedule of 
workshops and lectures. 

Philharmonic Presents 'From _Italy With Mozart' 
The Rhode Island Philharmonic wi ll present "From Italy with Mozart," a Classical Series concert 

on April 4 at Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Providence at 8 p.m. Guest conductor Alfred Savia 
will lead the Philharmonic in a program that includes Rossini's Overture to Semiramide, Mozart's 
Piano Concerto No. 12 in A major, K.414, featuring legendary pianist Leon Fleisher, Verdi's 
Triumphal March and Ballet from "Aida," Mascagni's Cavalieri Rusticana Overture and Respighi's 
Roman Festivals. Textron is the sponsor of the concert. 

Tickets are available at the Philharmonic office located at 222 Richmond St. in Providence. Tickets 
may be purchased by calling 831-3123, ext. 10. 

On the-day of the concert, tickets are available only at the Veterans Memorial Auditorium box 
offi ce, from noon until curtain time, in person or by calling 272-4862. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Paige: The Hometown 
Boy on His HIV 

Seder Brings Hope to 
Those Touched by AIDS 

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 
Jewish Community Reporter 

Marc Paige does not look sick. 
When the poised, attractive 

40-year-old led the Sed er of 
Hope itdidn' tseempossiblethat 
the deadly virus in his remarks 
could also be alive in his body. 

But according to Paige, a Jew
ish native of Cranston, his HIV 
is quirky and deceptive. 

"As a Jewish person, my re
sponsibility is to be open about 
my HIV, and to force the com
munity to face the fact that HIV 
is a lso a disease o f Jewish 
people," he said. 

As a Jew, Paige feels obli
gated to help people protect 
themselves from the incu rable 
disease. 

'The teachings of the Ha la cha 

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 
Jewish Community Reporter 
Although 220 people had 

gathered in the JCCRI's audito
rium for the fourth annual in
terfaithSedei ofHope, the room 
was remarkably qwet when the 
event began. 

Participants listened silently 
as Roberta Lisker-Goldsmith, 
co-chair of the Jewish Federa
tion of Rhode Island's Commu
nity Relations Council's AIDS 
Task Force, explained why the 
organization uses Passover tra
di'lions to reflect the battle 
against the epidemic. 

"The story of the Jews in 
Egypt is a story of oppression," 
she said. "Over the last 20 years 
many persecuted groups have 
taken it on. Tonight, we are add
ing another layer ofoppression, 
that of the illness and prejudice 
of AIDS, and we are opening 
our hearts to all stories of op
pression." 

AIDS activist Marc Paige at the Seder of Hope. Behind him, a 
panel of the AIDS Memorial Quilt remembers Marvin Feldman, 
a memberof the Rhode Island Jewish community who succumbed 
to the disease. HeraltlplrotobyEmilyTorga11-S/Jala11sky 

Then, in one of the event's 
many combinations of Jewish 
and AIDS-activist symbols, a 
group of Task Force volunteers 
approached th e seder tables 
with somber faces and yards of 
red ribbon, which they placed 
on vacant chairs. 

"About two years ago, I was 
20 pounds lighter," he said. "I 
had cryptosporid iosis, a para
sitic d isease found in some mu
nicipal wa ter supplies. It might 
cause a person with a normal 
im mune system a day of d is
comfort, but some with HIV 
have d ied from it. I had uncon
trollable bouts of diarrhea, and 
I was unable to me ta bolize 
food ." 

Then, his T-cell count was 
low and his skin was covered 
with lesions. 

Although Paige credits his 
intensive course of drug thera
pies with saving his life that 
time, he cannot be sure they will 
continue to work. 

" I take20 pillsa day at various 
times," Paige said. "I have to be 
constantly aware of what time it 
is to make sure I take the drugs 
correctly, because any variation 
could mean resistance. Now, I'm 
onmy third cocktail, because the 
first two stopped working for 
me after a while. If this one also 
fails, I will have a problem be
cause there are few drugs left." 

Although HIV may dominate 
Paige's body, he has long been 
determined not to let the dis
-ease control his life. 

A fter g radua ting from 
Rutgers University and moving 
to New York City to pursue a 
career in the fashion industry, 
Paige learned that he was carry
ing the virus at 31. When he and 
a longtime partner ended their 
relationship, ,he decided to re
turn to his native state. 

"I was very afraid of dying 
alone in an apartment in New 
York," he said . "I came back 
because I knew that my mother 
and fa ther would take care of 
me if I got sick." 

Over the past 7 years, Paige 
has battled his disease and be
come a busy AIDS activist who 
has worked extensively with the 
AIDS Task Force and the Jewish 
communi ty. 

say that the ultimate Jewish re
sponsibili ty is to preserve and 
maintain life," he explained. 
"The preservation of life super
sedes many of the other com
mandments. There are some 
who believe that those with HIV 
and those at risk for HIV have 
transgressed, but Jews are also 
bound by laws emphasizing 
compassion, mercy and aid to 
the sick." 

Paige spends a great deal of 
time speaking to young people 
at middle schools, high schools 
and colleges. 

"We arm students with in
formation they need to s tay 
healthy, be that abstinence or 
the use of condoms," he said. "I 
especially enjoy speaking to Jew
ish groups. I tell them about my 
bar mitzvah and my past in
volvement with the American 
Zionist Association, and they 
can relate to me'.' 

(Continued on Page 15) 

"These chairs will remain 
empty in memory of those we 
have lost [to AIDS]," explained 
Lisker-Goldsmith. "Use the 
empty space to remember the 
friends, their faces, what was in 
their hearts and their dreams." 

Amidst the sounds of weep
ing and consolation, AIDS ac
tivist and seder leader Marc 
Paige stepped to the front of the 
room. 

"Passover is fu ll of bitter
sweet images," he said, gestur
ing to theseder plate before him. 
"The bittersweet foods remind 
usof the pain ofslavery,and the 
sweet foods remind us of the 
wonders of freedom. This gath
ering is also bittersweet - it's 
sweet to see so many come to
gether to celebrate life through 
the story of Passover, but it's 
bitter because we are reminded 
of those who are not here." 

Participants then began an 
interactive service that com
bined song, prayer, poetry, and 
the use of Passover rituals to 

Allstate 
You'l'l' in good hands. 

Not so perfect driver 
Call us anyway. 
Michael D. Hagerty 

Allstate Insurance Company 
Blackstone Place, 727 East Avenue 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
Bus (401) 729-1911 • FAX (401) 729-1851 

For less than perfect drivers-
Being in good hands Is the only-place to be:-

G 1996 Allm ct lndcmni1y Comp3ny, Nonhbroolr., Illinois. Sobj«1 .to loal 
lvaibbifoy aod qualificuions. 01htr mms, c.ondi1ioos and c•cltmons may apply. 

explore the multi-faceted rav
ages of the fatal virus. 

In addition to the traditional 
four questions inquiring about 
the Passover rites, the Haggadah 
included four AIDS-rela ted 
questions exploring issues such 
as why this seder was d ifferent 
from all other seders and why 
the disease is different from all 
other illnesses. 

Through a responsive read
ing, participants declared that 
at every seder, we remember 
the oppressed amongst us and 
pray for their redemption, but 
a t this seder, we focus on those 
oppressed by the plague of our 
times-AIDS and HIV. 

"We sadly acknowledge tha t 
people touched by AIDSarecar
rying two heavy burdens," the 
crowd read. "The burden of ill
ness and the burden of ha tred. 
We pray this Passover ga ther
ing helps heal some of the 
wounds caused by unnecessary 
ha tred." 

In response to the question 
about what made AIDS d iffer
ent from all other illnesses, the 
Haggadah explained that AIDS 
has hi t gay men, LV. drug users 
and people of color the hardest. 

"Because AIDS has devas
tated these already oppressed 
groups, the haters of the world 

haveused AIDS toadvancetheir 
own intolerant beliefs," the as
sembled read responsively. 

The story of the four children 
was treated similarly, but ex
panded to include a fifth child 
who did not survive AIDS long 
enough to inquire about it. 

As participants d rained wine 
from their cups to recall Egyp
tian suffering, they a lso re
moved an 11th drop symboliz
ing AIDS. 

As the service moved to the 
symbols on the seder plate, its 
explanation of the roasted lamb 
bone delivered the event's cen
tral message. 

"The blood of the lamb was 
used to mark Jewish homes and 
the Haggadah recalls that the 
Holy One 'passed over'· .the 
homes of the Israelites but smote 
the Egyptians," the group read 
responsively. "Tonight, how
ever, it reminds us that AIDS 
'passes over' no one; all are vul
nerable. No community has 
been spared." 

But the eggs and karpas also 
on theseder plates retained their 
usual symbolic connotations of 
new life and renewal. 

At the close of the service, all 
participants rose to say Kaddish. 

Then, they sat down to take a 
Passover meal together. 

Passover Greetings 

Jerold M. Weisman 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TAXATION 

TELEPHONE: (401) 821-1400 
FAX: (401) 821-8908 

33 COLLEGE HILL ROAD 
COLLEGE PARK COURT, BLDG. 20 

WARWICK, RI 02886-2776 

OD~SS"-
1?.gstaurant 

PASSOVER DINNER 
April 10 at 7:30 p.m 

Traditional First Seder Dinner 
Chopped Liver, Chopped Herring 

Potato Pancakes, Gifilte Fish, Chicken Soup 
Roasted Brisket or Stuffed Chicken Breast 

Stuffed Cabbage, Motzahmeal Bubka 
Roasted Red Potato, Traditional Dessert 

Coffee, Tea or Glass of Wine 

Only $25.00 per person 
LIVE MUSIC AND DANCING 

Kids Eat For Half Price 

BY RESERVATION ONLY 
(508) 698-6849 

Route 1, Foxboro, MA 
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OPINION 

The Rest of _The Story 
Letter To The Editor: 

The first four paragraphs of 
the March 12 article "Kindling a 
Kindly Kaddish" about Bennett 
Formal was a fine tribute to a 
humble man. Now I would like 
to tell "the rest of the story." 

Bennett and Alvia were mar
ried at Temple Emanu-El by 
Rabbi Wayne Franklin after her 
conversion to Judaism . Jack 
Temkin and I were witnesses 
and Bernard, his son, was best 
man. My wife, Ruth, and I had a 
fine relationship with Bennett, 
Alvia and Priscilla. 

Bennett did sign over his 
house to his sons, Bernard and 
Pincus (who resides in Israel). 
He lived in the house and con
tinued to receive the rent from 
the second-floor apartment. On 
one of Bennett's many visits to 
Columbia, he bought an apart
ment for Alvia and Priscilla. 

During the last two years of 
Bennett's life his health deterio
rated. He was extremely un
steady on his feet and often fell . 
Finally, he did serious damage, 
hitting his head, and he was 
hospitalized. It was then that 
Alvia decided it would be easier 
for her to care for Bennett and 
her daughter in Columbia where 
she has family and friends to 
help her. Once, Bennett returned 

to Providence to take care of 
some unfinished business, and 
l:lernard arranged for someone 
to stay with his father at night. 
During this time he tried to con
vince his father to live with him 
in New Jersey, but Bennett de
cided to return to Columbia. 
About a year ago, Bernard made 
a trip to Columbia and returned 
to New Jersey with his father. 
However, Bennett was lone
som e. Bernard and Karyn 
worked, the children were at 
school, and he wasn't near a 
synagogue. Bernard proposed 
"assisted living" at a Jewish fa
cility near a synagogue, but 
Bennett once again opted to go 
to Columbia. Bernard then de
cided to sell the property on 
Rochambeau Avenue. 

Bennett was never alone. He 
had his family in Columbia and 
his son Bernard who never failed 
to send money and call his father 
at least once a week. Bennett 
passed away in February. Ber
nard made arrangements for his 
remains to be sent to New Jersey 
where he was buried according 
to Orthodox tradition. Bernard 
has continued to send money to 
Alvia and Priscilla in Columbia. 

That is the "rest of the story." 
Respectfully, 

Herbert Wagner 

'If a Mitzvah Comes Your Way, 
Do Not Let it Become Leaven' 

(Mechilta, Bo). 
Do not procrastinate - perform it immediately. This is derived 

from the following rnidrashic play on words. "And you · shall 
observe the matzoth. Rabbi Josiah says, "Do not read itso, but 'You 
shall observe the mitzvoth .' Just as one should not be slow when 
baking matzah lest it become chametz, so should one not be slow to 
perform a mitzvah lest it becomes chametz (al tachmitzena - do not 
allow it to become sour)." 

There is a difference of opinion between the Vilna Gaon and the 
Magen Avraham concerning the above dictum. According to the 
Gra (Orach Chayim 426:2), if by postponing the rnitzvah it will be 
performed in a more exemplary manner in the future, .we are 
permitted to do so. The Magen Avraham, however, expressly states 
that we should never postpone the performance of a rnitzvah. 
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The Rabbi Search 
by Rabbi Bob Alper 

"Let's see now: Hotel? All 
set. Flowers? Ordered. Caterer? 
Sent the deposit. Band? 
Contract's in the mail. 

"Have we forgotten anything 
for the wedding? Oh yeah ... 
wait a minute. A rabbi. Darn. I 
had a feeling we'd overlooked 
something." 

Call me cynical. But call me 
truthful, too, because I happen 
to know that this discussion goes 
on more often than we'd like to 
think it does. 

For a rabbi, few satisfactions 
equal the opportunity to offici
ate at the wedding of a young 
man or woman we've known 
throughout the years of their 
growing. But during the last few 
decades, for better or for worse, 
we Jews have resumed our no
madic ways, moving from city 
tocitywhere westrike,and then 
pull up, shallow roots. Rabbis 
included. Add to that the high 
numberofpeoplewhoare unaf
filiated with a synagogue, plus 
those who choose a "neutral" 
place far from anybody's home
town for their ceremony, and 

the dilemma of finding a rabbi 
becomes more understandable. 

Every clergy person has a 
trove of nuptial stories. Mine 
include this one: "Rabbi, can you 
officiate at my wedding? It will 
be held on May 13 at 1:30 p.m." 
"Gosh, I'd love to, but I've al
ready scheduled a wedding for 
1 p .m. that day." "What?! You 
mean that I'm being REJECTED 
by JUDAISM?" 

Most of the wedding calls 
from strangers begin in the ex
act same way. And generally 
the people are sweet, polite, and 
appreciative of whatever help I 
can offer, whether it is ultimately 
officiating, or making a referral 
to a colleag ue. Sometimes, 
though, just to keep things 
lively, I can't help doing a little 
kidding: 

Caller: "Rabbi, my daughter 
would like to marry a young 
accountant from Cleveland." 

Me: "Wonderful. "Um .. . has 
she found one?" 

Through all the years, noth
ing has really surprised me. 
Maybe that's because I was well 
prepared, thanks to the guid-

a nce I received from an older 
colleague who shared two inci
dents from his long and distin
guished career. 

"Hello, rabbi," this caller be
gan. "You don' t know me, but I 
feel as if I know you very well. I 
have friends who are members 
of your synagogue, and have 
heard just the most glowing 
comments about you. Our fam
ily has discussed it at great 
length, and we've decided that 
you would be our first choice to 
officiate at our daughter's wed
ding. I hope you're available on 
Saturday evening, June 24th . .. " 

"I'm afraid I can't. I'll be at
tending the annual convention 
of my rabbinic organization." 

"Oh, I'm so disappointed. 
What are we going to do? It 
seems as if every rabbi in town 
~II b~, attending that conven
tion .. . 

The second story may sound 
vaguely similar. Just a different 
·ending. 

"Hello, rabbi," this caller be
gan. ''You don' t know me, but I 
feel as if I know you very well. I 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Tzav: The Pathway to a Daily 
Jewish Spiritual Practice 

by Warren G. Stone 
On the first reading, Tzav, 

which deals with the roles of the 
Levitical priests, such as when 
they are to offer sacrifices, what 
kind of sacrifices they are to of
fer, their garb, and their ordina
tion, seems like an obscure 
parshah. However, on closer 
reading, we find it to be one of 
the most profound portions for 
the spiritual needs and sensi
bilities of our own generation. 
Tzav gives us the very structure 
of prayer as we know it, con
cerned as it is with the origins of 
the prayer service and an aware
ness of the need for a daily spiri
tual practice. 

While the previous portion 
tells of the different sacrifices to 
be brought by the people, 
this parshah speaks directly 
to the Levites, whose obli
gation it is to offer the sac
rifices. The olah was a daily 
sacrifice offered on behalf 
of the entire people. In the 
Book of Exodus, the Torah 
prescribes that every day two 
sheep were to be sacrificed, one 
in the morning and one in the 
evening. In Tzav we are told 
that the kohen, dressed in priestly 
garb, is to remove the ashes daily 
from the altar. Then he is told to 
take off his garb, put on regular 
clothes, and carry the ashes out
side the camp to a clean p lace. 

The daily sacrifices were of
fered on behalf of the whole 
na tion. At firs t, just a few 
wealthy people donated the 
money for the sacrifices. Later, 
therabbisdecided thatsince the 
sacrifices were offered for all 
the people, everyone should 
contribute to them. These sacri
fices were paid for by a special 
fund in the Temple treasury to 
which every Jew contributed . 
The rabbis went further. Not 
only did everyone have to help 
pay for the sacrifices, every Jew 
also had to participate in the 
process of offering sacri fices . 

However, the Temple was in 
Je rusa le m and Jews lived 
throughout Judea. Corning to 
Jerusalem to help offer sacri
fices seemed like an impossible 
task, given the great distances 
and the primitive means of 
travel. The·rabbis loved to ad
dress problems and tended to 
think creatively. Thus they di
vided the country into 24 dis
tricts (ma'amadot), and assigned 
every district a special week 
duringasix-month period. Dur
ing the district's special week, a 
delegation representing the dis
trict was physically present as 
the kohanim offered the daily 
sacrifices. The rest of that dis
trict (ma'amad) gathered in their 
synagogues at the time the sac
rifices were offered , in the 

morning and evening. Sepa
rated by place, they nonetheless 
felt a deep bond by sharing this 
time-bound mitzvah. Prayers 
were recited in the synagogues 
of the district, and the Torah 
was read. This became the model 
for the future practice of daily 
prayer services in the syna-
gogue. . 

Each morning and through
out the day, one of the priests 
would tend the fire of the sacri
fice, adding wood when neces
sacy. At first even the wood was 
contributed by a few wealthy 
people. The rabbis changed that 
practice by deciding that all Jews 
should participate in keeping 
the altar fire burning. From that 
time on, we wereall called upon 
to keep the fire burning. 

Today we, too, can' t leave 
Jewish life in the hands of the 
rabbis, cantors and educators 
- the modern priests of our 
synagogue community. It is up 

to each Jew to become empow
ered by these godly commands. 
The gathering of each ma'amad 
during their assigned week was 
a daily event in which the entire 
people participated. Just as the 
sacrifices were offered daily, so 
let us ponder how we can incor
porate a daily Jewish spiritual 
practice into our lives. 

1. The rabbis called our home 
table a mizbe'ach, or an "altar." 
It' s the place at which we meet 
d a ily with our family and 
friends. Let's begin our gather
ing at the table with a daily ritual, 
blessing the food we eat and the 
awareness of G-d's Presence in 
our lives. Convening around the 
table also gives us an opportu
nity to discuss social justice is

sues and eco-kashrut and 
to reconci le with our 
loved ones. 

2. What about setting 
aside a time for daily 
prayer and meditation, as 
wasdoneinthema'amadot, 
for an offering? What are 

we doing for daily prayer? 
3. Let's consider as well the 

practice of tzedakah. What acts 
of tzedakah could we do today 
in our home, office, or commu
nity? 

4. How can Torah with its 
weekly wisdom permeate our 
daily lives and our relation
ships? Take a pearl from your 
Shabbat Torah learning and in
corporate it into your daily life. 
Work on it during the week. 
Our Torah emphasizes a daily 
spiritual practice. 

Finally, we are all responsible 
for keeping the fire burning. 
Each of us is like a Levi te, em
powered by the Divine to bring, 
to offer, to uplift ourselves to 
G-d in our daily lives. Leviticus 
points us toward Holiness/ 
Kedoshim; we are like G-d and 
sha ll become a holy people. 
Parashat Tzav shows us the way. 

Warren G. Stone is the rabbi of 
Temple Emanuel, Kensington, Md. 



It's an ordeal for me to shop. 
I'm drawn to malls like moths to 
the flame, in quest for some
thing that eludes me. The right 
fit. 

I take a jacket off the rack, put 
my arms in the sleeves, stand at 
the three-way mirror, and shake 
my head sadly.No, it's not quite 
right. The sales clerk and the 
tailor have to agree. But they 
don't carry one size smaller. 
Most Americans are get
ting bigger all the time. 
So I'm left behind with 
my fray ing threa d s . 
"You know, most fel
lows don't even look 
a t how- their cloth
ing is made or 
shaped. There's no need for al
terations because nobody cares 
any more," complains the house 
craftsman of cloth. 

It's like this. If I go to boys' 
sizes, they're skimpy. But the 
sui ts that suit ordinary guys 
hang loose on me. In college I 
learned my lesson: get it 
just right or move 
along. From one 
store to the next , 
in our open \ 
sesame country of 
plenty,oftoomuch. 
Of not quite enough. 

I only need one simple 
blazer to take · me into 
spring and early summer. But 
no. So, I drift to other furnish
ings. And there, voila.! I find an 
item just tailor made for me! 

It'sagoldenshoe,called "The 
Michael" and it has logos of an-

Them 
Golden 

Slippers 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

gels on both sole and heel. The 
model has been discontinued, 
and I can pay two thirds off for 
these unique wingtips. They're 
dressy, but funny and funky 
enough to be sporty as well. 
They're even poetic, and make 
me think of Chassidic legend, 
where everything you do and 

every footstep you take, has 
a mystic meaning attached. 

If the tailor is one 
fo lkhero, the cob

bler is the other, 
the counter

part, in the world 
of handmade items 

that enter your life and 
speak to you of the fin-

gers that molded the 
things you take care of, the last 
where your gilded toe was 
tapped together. The bottom 
part of my treasures comes from 
natural latex from the jungles 
along the Amazon! Amazing. 

I guess for the time being I' ll 
just keep on the lookout for an 

outfit for shul and school. 
This is the season 
when my wife 
takes down the 
drapes to wash 
them clean, irons 

the linens and table
. cloths,scoursandscrapes 
the house for Passover. In 
the meantime all l have ·to 

do is look forward to stepping 
lively, putting my best foot for
ward, shining my shoes on a 
good day, and earning a small 
smile, goodnatured or ironic, as 
I go my light and lucky way. 

Forms With Function 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
"Mike? This is Mike." My 

former s tud ent Michael 
Lieberman called toaskmeover 
to his studio apartment in one of 
those castle-like factory struc
tures along the river. "You'll 
never find my p lace in this crazy 
labyrinth. I'll come and get you 
in my truck. I know your street. 
It's on my Sunday route." 

You put out your trash in the 
dark and head back to your 
-lamplight. But the story of your 
stuff isn't a closed chapter. An 
oppossum may carry away one 
item to its lair, a bird another for 
its nest, and an artist, a scu lptor, 
may make off with something 
to inspire a piece headed for the 
spotlight in a gallery! Mike is a 
regular retriever on my block 
jus t before the big city trucks 
come to clear your sidewalk as 
your week begins. 

Mike's studio features a steel 
stairway with an upright piano 
he lugged here from some
where, nowhere, a t its base. 

It almost resembles a chic 
Paris hideaway, but the clutter 
is unmistakably East Side of this 
town. He's got a collection of 
World War II posters, penny 
postcards, framed pictures of 
Roosevelt, personal letters dat
ing back a century, and yellowed 
clippings from newspapers 

throughout the decades. He 
spends some time sorting out 
these objects once sacred now 
discarded and discredited. But 
his art is not an antiquarian's 
project of restoration and iden
tification. He glues or attaches 
things to find their formal or 
emotional meaning, searching 
for the right setting and context 
to bring out their mood, as well 
as his own. 

A small boy loses his ball in a 
park at the edge of the shore. 
Barnacles cover the little globe. 
Discolored and bereft of boy, 
the toy undergoes a sea change 
into something poor and 
strange, and Mike picks it up 
again, sticks it into a plastic Ro
man Colosseum plaything, and 
voila: it asks a question. 

Sometimes, suddenly in the 
course of an afternoon, you get 
to know a person, however 
briefly. Your day is made by the 
privilege. "I didn' t have an easy 
childhood. I had a dire illness 
that affected my- legs. I imag
ined that business and govern
ment were sending messages 
through the pins stuck inside 
me, and that aliens used me to 
get through to the secrets of this 
universe." Not a bad set-up for 
a visionary artist. In a ·way it's 
true. Once, Jewish poets and 
craftspeople stretched beyond 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Jules Gelade's Special Genius 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
He walks his elegant minia

ture collie along Hope Street 
toward the park with its fine 
deco fountain. Even without a 
leash, the animal companion 
stays close and trots with a 
proud gait. If I greet the pair, it's 
hard to win the trust of the faith
ful friend for a polite pat of his 
golden head. 

Jules Gelade also keeps an 
Eden greenhouse of rare plants 
at his house round the corner 
from Hope and the little place 
where I take my morning cof
fee. I once stepped into this 
enchanted realm-I think there 
was even a small bi rd flying free 
among the orchids-on the sad 
occasion of a shiva. Jules' 
mother was a Holocaust survi
vor. She tended her front gar
den and chatted with neighbors 
who loved and respected her, a 
gentle voice from the most un
gentle of places. "Once, I tried 
to suppress her past. It was too 
terrifying. She wasn't the typi
cal American parent. But I found 
out that she had more courage 
than everybody else I know put 
together," Jules had said to me. 

"Why do you always stand 
up and shake his hand when he 
passes by?" asks Alice, the host
ess at the cafe:"Betause he is a 
person with a rich private inner 
life," l explain. But Jules doesn' t 

1 ' 

often offer a glimpse behind the 
smile. In fact, if he stops at my 
small round table, he may say, 
"How do you pick your topics? 
You make the oddest choices, 
leaving out big events and 
dwelling on the small stuff. 
Sometimes I don't get it at all. 
Neither does my law partner." 
He hurts my feelings, but I nod 
and think, he's probably right. 
Jules is a second generation sur
vivor, who has built his world 
on the hard soil and scrabble of 
these blocks of space, starting 
out from the Hebrew Day 
School. 

But he comes into his own 
full glory in the time of merri
ment before, during, and after 
Purim. Jules has a gift for musi
cal comedy, the playful gaiety 
that takes us away from our 
anxieties and sorrows. My son 
was in a hurry to get to Temple 
Emanu-El's spiel a long with his 
gang of friends. Jules' job is to 
bring elders and youngsters, 
lively performers and willing 
amateurs, all together out of 
themselves and their routine. 
It's a seasonal event and a re
lease, and for Jules, I think, it's a 

chance to take all the ballads of 
American history and fit them 
into the theme of the holiday 
that lightens the spirit of the 
Jewish human condition, 
yearly,at the end of wintertime. 
Maybe it holds a special mean
ing for Jules, like all the beauti
ful details of his life. 

Perhaps when Jules and I 
shake hands or make word or 
eye contact, we are sharing 
something we have in common 

· after all. Performance arts, li ke 
newspaper reporting, have 
some built-in dead ends. You 
aim to please. You want your 
audience to stay, to clap, to feel 
kindly toward you. But next 
day your paper lines a birdcage, 
a doggy crate, a scrapbin. The 
morning after, your play is 
passed by and put away out of 
sight and mind. All you have to 
show for it is your name on the 
lips of a child or a grandparent. 

I write these words out of 
respect not only for JulesGelade, 
his co-workers and crew and 
chums, but also from reverence 
for the creativity that abounds 
inourcommunity,a few phrases 
of thanks for the memories. 

CARPENTRY • ODOR FREE INTERIOR PAINTING 
WALLPAPERING• SMALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 

l. Serving Providence and Blackstone Valley Since 1987 

-- 72S-440S ~ 

ATTENTION: 
HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! 

DO YOU QUALl~V? 

. Applications for the prestigious 
Louis Feinstein Memorial Scholarship 

are now available for High School Juniors 
who will graduate in 1999. 

Candidates must demonstrate a dedication 
to public service, the qualities of brotherhood, 

compassion, integrity and leadership, and 
a determination to make a positive 

difference in the lives of others. 

Feinstein Scholars who attend colleges 
or universities in Rhode Island will receive 

a $10,000 scholarship ($2,000/year for 
5 years) among other advantages. 

Applications - due June 30 - may be 
picked up at Rhode Island High Schools, 

Public Libraries and Community Agencies, 
or may be obtained directly by sending a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 

The 1999 Feinstein Scholarship Committee 
Public Education Fund 

15 Westminster Street, Suite 824 
Providence, RI 02903 

(401) 454-1057 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

URI Hillel Rambles On 
Are you ready to RAMble? 

On April 19, URl Hillel presents 
RAMble '98, a3-mile pledge walk 
around the University of Rhode 
Island's Kingston campus that is 
co-sponsored by various cam
pus organizations, such as the 
student entertainment commit
tee as well as community ven
dors ranging from Ronzio Pizza 
to CVS of Kingston. 

The fund-raiser will bring 
students throughout the URI 
and Rhode Island communities 
together in a walkathon to ben
efit the United Jewish Appeal 
and MAZON: A Jewish Re
sponse to Hunger. Registration 
is at noon at URJ Hillel, 34 Lower 
College Road. The walk will be
gin at 1 p.m. at Hillel. With a 
registration fee of only $2, you 
will receive a RAMble'98T-shirt. 

"The walk benefits UJA and 
MAZON. These are two philan
thropies that reach so many 
people with thei r work!" said 
Amy Lefkowitz, a student co
ordinator of RAMble '98. 

UJA is a non-profit, non-po
litical organization. UJA's Uni
vers ity Programs serve to 
strengthen the American Jew
ish student relationship with 
UJA, Israel a nd World Jewry 
through education, lead ership 
development, Israel experiences 
and campus campaigns. 

MAZON: A Jewish Response 
to Hunger was found ed i_n 1986 
as a vehicle through which 
American Jews can respond to 

the tragedy of hunger in the U.S. 
and abroad. MAZON provides 
grants to a broad spectrum of 
non-profit organiza tions work
ing to ease the suffering of hun
gry people worldwide. It is also 
the national phila nthropy of 
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity, co
sponsor of the event. Locally, 
the Rhode Island Community 
Food Bank in West Warwick and 
Amos House in Providence are 
MAZON grantees. 

"Merchants in this commu
nity have contributed so much 
to making RAMble successful. 
The band Glass Attic will be 
performing at this time, as part 
of an effort to raise hunger 
awareness. It is nice to know the 
community wants to help," said 
Sue Ungerleider, a student co
ordinator of RAMble '98. 

"This event wi ll bring the URl 
community together while par
ticipa ting in a philanthropic 
event," said Marc Schoenfeld , 
URJ Hillel's JewishCampusSer
vice Corps Fellow. 

"RAMble '98 is a great op
portunity for s tudents and com
munity members lo engage in a 
community service event that 
wi ll have local and national ef
fects," said Guy Bermel, direc
tor of Hillel. "One of Judaism's 
idea ls is Tikkun Olam and this 
is a grea t chance to make your 
contribution." 

For more information or to 
regis ter for RAMble'98, call 874-
5007. 

JWV Tours Washington, D.C. 
The R.I. Jewish War Veterans will be traveling to Washington, 

D.C., April 27 to 29. While visiting the nation's capita l, the Jewish 
War Veterans will tour the capital, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, and presidential monuments and war memorials and 
the White House. 

Round-trip transportation and luxury accommodations are in
cluded in the tour's cost of $179 per person (double), $249 per 
person (single) and $169 pe, person (triple). Call Irving Levin at 
467-3434 to reserve_ your space. 

r~-~ 
Auto Show 
# COLLISION CE~ER 

'Can You Help Us?' 
This charming photograph was donated by Adelaide Luber to the Jewish Home for the Aged 

collection in the archives of the R.I. Jewish Historical Association. Luber, executive director of the 
Jewish Home, has made it possible for this photograph and many items of memorabi lia to be saved 
for future generations. 

Unfortunately, there is no identification on this photograph. Are there any readers of the Rhode 
Island Jewish Herald who can identify the individuals in this photograph? If so, ca ll the R.I. Jewish 
Historical Association at (401) 331-1360. 

Jewish Medical Ethics and The 21st Century 
End-of-life issues, Judais!I} 

and medical ethics will be· ex
plored in a compelling sympo
sium on April 22 from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the University of Massa
chusetts Dartmouth. 

"Hard Choices: Jewish Medi-

cal Ethics and The21stCentury" 
is co-sponsored by the 
University'.s Center for Jewish 
Culture and Southcoast Hospi
tals Group. A slid ing admission 
fee exists for the intended audi- . 
ence: Physicians,$60, nurses $20, 

Distinguished Adult Cooperative Living 

A Community Within A Community. 
We offer indoor heated pool, state~ofthe-art 
fitness center, theatre, library, fine dining, 

billiards, workshop, beauty parlor 
and even a general store in case 

there is something you've forgotten. 

Now available apartments ranging in size and price . 

For more information call 273-9550 
Susan Morin, Ext. 111 

__, 355 Blackstone Blvd., Providence, RI 02906 -

/~1t=========i'' 

students, seniors and commu
nity members $5. 

The conference will be held 
in the residence cafeteria at 
UMass Dartmouth, 285 Old 
Westport, Road, North Dart
mouth. For further.information, 
call Heidi Silvia at (508) 999-
8951. 

Conference coordinator Dr. 
Bruce Brown will be joined by a 
panel of local medical experts. 
The keynote speaker is Fred 
Rosner, M.D., F.A.C.P., director 
of the department of medicine 
of Queens Hospital Centre in 
Jamaica, N.Y., and professor of 
medicine at the Mt. Sinai School 
of Medicine." 

He is a prolific and well
known non-rabbinic figure in 
Jewish medical ethics, and has 
served as chairman of the ethics 
committee of the N .Y. State 
Medical Society. 

Rosner is the author of more 
than 500 scholarly articles and 
more than 10 books, including 
the landmark Medici11eand Jew
ish Law. His most recent book, 
Pio11eer in Jewish Medical Ethics 
was chosen as the book of the 
month by the Jewish Book 
Club. 

• 



JCCRI Offers Spring 
Break Vacation Camp 

During the weeks of April 9 
to 16 and April 20 to 24, the 
Jewish Community Center of 
Rhode Island in Providence will 
offer specia l programs for chil
d ren in grades kindergarten 
through six. Camp begins each 
day at 9 a .m. and ends at 3 p.m. 
Each child must bri ng a ba thing 
suit, towel, and a dairy lunch . 
All programs require a mini
mum of eight chi ldren. 

Camp schedule is as follows: 
April 9, Cape Cod Potato Chip 

Factory. Travel to Cape Cod a nd 
see how potato chips are made. 

April 10, Movie and More ... 
Enjoy fun in the pool and gym 
before seeing a new release a t a 
movie thea ter (PG or G) in the 
afternoon. Program ends a t 3 
p .m. (No extended day) 

April 13 , Color Wars. With re
lay races, games, si lly contes ts, 
a nd lots more. And enjoy a 
sports theme movie. 

April 14, Israel's 50th B-day 
Celebra tion. Co me celebra te 
Israel's bi rthday with birthday 
games and lots of fun. 

April 15, Bowling and More ... 

Enjoy a morning of arts and 
crafts, swim, and gym time fol
lowed by bowling at Lang's. 

April 16, Splash and Dash. En
joy free time in the pool, gym 
time, a movie,and arts and crafts 
activities. 

April 20, Boston Science Mu
seum and Omnimax Big Screen 
Movie. 

April 21 , Splash and Dash. En
joy free time in the pool, gym, a 
movie, and arts and crafts ac
tivities. 

April 22, USA Ska tes (roller 
ska ting/laser tag). A hos t of 
morning acti vities a t the JCC 
fo llowed by skating and laser 
tag in the afternoon. 

April 23, Color Wars. The 
JCCRI's Olym pics, with relay 
races, games, contests, and lo ts 
more. 

April 24, Movie and more ... 
Enjoy fun in the pool and gym 
before seeing a new release a t a 
movie thea ter (PG or G). 

Contact Rick Caplan, group 
services director, a t 861-8800, ext. 
147 or <rcaplan@jccri.org> with 
any questions or to register. 

Hans Christian Andersen 
Comes to Rhode Island 

The Jewish CommunityCen
ter of Rhode Island and Vesnik, 
the Rhode Island Russian news
letter, recently announced a 
unique and very special enter
tainment program for anyone 
ever charmed by the fairy tales 
of Hans Chris ti an Andersen. 

On April 16 at 1 p .m. , the 
Puppet Thea tre of Isa Yakubov 
will prese nt "Holid ay of 
Spring." The show will be per
formed in Russian at the JCCRI 
sociat ha ll in a special program 
designed to welcome and in
volve the many new Americans 
living in the Rhode Island com
muni ty. The afternoon program 
will fea ture two performances 
tha t combine puppetry and 
music, all based on the d elight
ful fairy-tales of Hans Christian 
Andersen. There will also be re
freshments offered along w ith a 
Russian book sale that will fea
ture selections for both children 
and adu lts. 

For 30 years,Isa Yakubov was 
the head of Tashkent's Puppet 
Theatre, with his puppets visit
ing France, Austria, India, and 
the United States among other 
countries. Ticketsare $1 for chil
dren and $3 for adu lts. The event 
is open to the public. 

For more information, call the 
Carol Gualiteri, executive ad
ministrative assis tant for JCCRI 
at 861-8800. 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM PRINTED WITH 
YOUII NAME IND/011 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421-3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST. 

PROVIDENCE, RI 02904 

Your local source for everything Jewish is ... 

~ Ill'!!!)/ - J - t l'J .. ~~- ~., __ ~ ¥~~,7~¥ 
For Your Passover Shopping 
'Convenience We Are Open 

Sunday, April 5, 10:00 am--4:00 pm 

Mon .-Thurs ., A pril 6-9, 10:00 am- 6:00 pm 

Friday, A pril 10, 9:30 am- 1:00 pm 

HAPPY PASSOVER 
77 Burlington Street (off Hope Street), Providence 

454-4775 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Chabad's 
Passover 
Schedule 

The fo llowing times are for 
Providence. The schedule 
may va ry in other loca tions. 

Apri l 9 - Sea rch for 
chometz 

April 10 - Fas t of firs t 
born 

Apri l 10 - Ea ting of 
chometz, until 10:30 a.m .; 
burni ng of chometz, until 
11:30 a.m .; Passover begins, 
7p.m.;sederbegins,8:05 p.m. 

April 18- Passover ends, 
8:25 p.m. 

Candlelighting: 
April 10, 7:03 p .m., April 

11, 8:05 p .m., April 16, 7:09 
p.m., April 17, 7:10 p.m. 

For a complete Passover 
handbook, contact: Chabad 
Lubavitch,48SavoySt.,Provi
dence, R.I. Tel. : 273-7238. 

Card of Thanks 
Carolyn Gereboff would 

li ke to thank the fo llowing 
organizations and members 
of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Communi ty for their friend
ship and support during a 
diffi cult time: Temp le 
Emanu-EI, Kulanu, Temple 
Ema nu-El Leisure Club, Bu
reauofJewish Education, He
brew Free Loan Association, 
Pawtucket Hadassah, Pio
neer Women (Na' Ama t), 
Providence Hebrew Day 
School staff, A lp erin 
Schechter Day School staff, 
The R.I. Jewish Herald, as well 
as her many other fri ends and 
relatives. 

Temple Emanu-EI 
Leisure Club 

Temple Emanu-EI Leisure Club will hold its next meeting on 
April 5 in the Bohnen Vestry at 2 p.m. The guest speaker for the 
meeting will be Professor Maurice Glicksman w ho will discuss 
"Hospitals For Profit, Hospitals Not-For-Profit. 

Glicksman was born in Toronto, Ontario, and was educa ted at 
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, and the University of 
Chicago. He was awarded a 
Ph.D. in physics from the la tter 
in 1954. 

His career has included re
search and administration with 
RCA in Princeton, N .J., and To
kyo, Japan, and service as Uni
versity professor, dean and pro
vost with Brow n University. He 
retiredin1994and was awarded 
a Brown Honorary D.Sc. degree 
in 1997. He currently serves on 
the governing bodies of 14orga
niza tions. Heisdi rector and was 
one of the fo unders of Li fespa n, 
a not-for-profit hea lth care sys
tem. 

An open d iscussion will fo l- Professor Maurice Glicksman 
low. 

Part-Time Religious 
School Director 

Conservative, Egalitarian, Synagogue-based 
After School Program in Southeastern, MA 

Administrative and Curricular Skills Required. 
Please send resume to: 

Ziskind School Search Committee 
Tifereth Israel Congregation 

145 Brownell Avenue 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

THE ALPERIN SCHECHTER DAY SCHOOL 
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

The Alperin Sc hechter Day Sc hool, located in Providence, Rhode Island , 
is an independent, coeducational Conservative Jewish day school with an 
enrollment of 240 students. 

The school is seeking a Direc tor of Judaic Studies for the 1998-1999 
academic year. Candidates should have experience in supervision of 
faculty, curriculum design and formal Jewish education. Advanced de
grees in Judaic and/ or Rabbinical Studies required . Please send resume to 
Dr. Hasse K. Halley, Head, Alperin Schechter Day Sc hool, 85 Taft Avenue, 
Providence, RI 02906. 

The school is seeking a Director of General Studies for the 1998-1999 
academic year. The successful candidate will have advanced degrees 
in education, experience in supervision of faculty, and curric ulum design 
and preparation. The minimum degree requirement is a Master's in 
Education. 

The school is seeking a Learning Specia list who has certification in Spe
c ial Education, Reading Recovery and K-3 teaching experience for the 
1998-1999 school year. A minimum degree qua lification is a M.Ed. Experi
enced and certified professionals apply to Dr. Hasse K. Halley, Head , 
Alperin Sc hechter Day School: 85 Taft Avenue, Providence , RI 02906. 
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BAR MITZVAH • BAT MITZVAH • BIRTHDAY 

ff.JtqJ,a,,t£d meat.,, ta flO- cfuif,y, ... 
/,oJtanq,Occa6ian 

RHODE ISLAND'S PREMIER 
KOSHER CATERER 

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
JEFFREX INGBER• 80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE• CALL FOR A MENU TODAY: 273-0210 

W UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE VAAD HAKASHRUTH OF RHODE ISLAND 

A~ &co~hn LIMOUSINE 
GREEN • LOGAN • NEW YORK 

Wedding • Bar / Bat Mitzvahs • Corporate Specialists 

Call Eric Weiner and receive 15% off with this ad. Luxury Transportation 
Specialists 

Email: allocclimo@aol.com • 1-800-454-1380 • 454-1380 

Stationer~ and Invitatio ns t o r 
ever~ occasion at discount prices 

~ 

L~nne Grant- (401) 94)-2979 

5~ Appoint ment O n!~ 

Rhode Island's Premiere Wedding Specialists 
950 North Quidnessett Road, North Kingstown• 884-1100 

Picture-Pe,fect Wedding 
Ceremonies & Elegant Receptions. 
Particular care is taken in planning your very 
special day. Food is expertly prepared and offered 
with the finest of service. Our clegam privare 
rooms accommodate from 50 t0 500 guesrs. 

Let our experienced stnjf guide you 
through every detflil from start to finish. 
Together we can p/1111 the perfect wedding. 

Spring Into ~ 
April showers and May flowers mean tl 

outdoor p hotos. Photogra phy tips and new t 
of flowers in full b loom, glowing brides and 
gowns. 

Ready for Every Occasion - W hether at 
friends en joying the outdoors, capturing yot 
easier. 

Capture Feelings -The most treasured p 
tion . In addition to capturing the w hole seer 
b road grin as he licks his dripping ice-cream 

Colors of the Season - When cap turinJ 
prin t film. Or, try a slide film, and make as 

No Worries - Spring is the time to h ead o 
to bring an expensive camera with you w he 
ca l alternative to this dilemma - one-time
to keep the su n behind you when taking a 
will light your subject and brigh ten your pi 

Get Creative! - Spring is blossoming wit 
interesting " trophy ' p hotos are those that 
conventional. 

Serving Rhode Island's 
families and businesses 

since 1976 

State-of-the-Art Photo Sru~io 
Instant Video Proofing 

Holiday Greeting Cards 
Custom Framing 

Please present this ad for 1 Fj 
a $39 .95 value • offe1 
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Great Photos 
I 
1e arriva l of spring - a g rea t time to take 
,echno logy can he lp you take be tter p ictures 
1smiling grad uates d ressed in their caps a nd 

a fa mily celebra tio n , a ba by shower or w ith 
r favo ri te m em ories o n film has never been 

ho tos often capture a sp ecific m ood o r em o
e, experiment w ith close-u ps, like a ch ild's 
cone. 

th e activities of the season, use a versa tile 
de show the w hole family can enjoy. 

tdoors ! A n active lifestyle m akes it d iffi cult 
you ' re on the go. H owever, there's a practi
se cam eras. When you 're outdoors, be su re 
icture. Wo rkin g as a na tural fl ash , the sun 
· re. 

photographic o pportunity! Often , the m ost 
re comple tely sp onta neou s and to ta lly u n-

!IITD• a~i1NWICH 
PHOTO 

Susie Dittelman 
01) 884-0220 • (800) 398-2087 
Professional Photographer Association of Rhode Island 

EE family portrait sitting 
exp ires 4/30/98 
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ENGAGEMENT • WEDDING • ANNIVERSARY 

Max 
Formal 

Co. 

MAX FORMAL CO. 
"America's #1 Name in Active Wear " 
Linens • Underwear • Work Clothes • Hosiery 

Established in 1953 
Staff Shirts • T-Shirts • Sweatshirts Etc. 

Custom Printed With Your Name and/or Custom Design 
Specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and 

Corporate Screenprinting 
BEST PRICES • BEST QUALITY 

421-3268 • 1158-1164 North Main Street, Providence, R.I. 02904 

! PASSOVER ! 
PLATES, NAPKINS, CUPS, TABLECOVERS, ETC. AT 25% DISCOUNT. 

ALL NEW HEAVY DUTY CLEAR PLASTIC PLATES (LOOKS LIKE CHINA) ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES. 

PARTY SUPPLIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

THE PAR1YWAREHOUSE \/IS,\" 

Monday-Thursday 9:3CH;, Friday 9:30-7. Saturday 9:30-5, Sunday closed 
310 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET• 726-2491 • JEANNE STEIN• ALWAYS DISCOUNT PRICES 

Ca[figrayfiy 'By Lynn 
\~ LYNN ROSS MALLONEY 1/J 
~ 1{(( Occas:::R:N::e~?:~!~fuE': 1JeUvery £ 

PHONE: (401 ) 353-4991 • E·MAIL: LRMS93 @ AOL.COM 

Attention Business Owners 
Special Occasions happen all the time. In the next couple of months people will 

be celebrating graduations , weddings, anniversaries, family reunions and many more 
exciting events . Your ad in the Rhode Island Jewish Herald will bring the people 

shopping for these events to your business at a very reasonable price. 

Call For Ad Rates. 
Call 724-0200 today to see w hat the Rhode Island Jewis h Herald can do for you. 

, 
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FEATURE 

Leonard Nin,oy Speaks in Boston 
by Yehudah Biss 

Herald Editor 

"I'm home amongst my 
people," he began by saying, 
"When I was growing up here in 
the west end of Boston, I used to 
watch lots of Tarzan movies. 
There's always a point in the 
movie where Tarzan is on his 
way somewhere, when he hears 
the drums from his village beat-

Leonard Nimoy 

ing and he feels compelled to 
come back and help them. I felt 
that I, too, must respond when 
theCombinedJewishPhilanthro
pies called and asked me to 
speak." 

Leonard Nimoy, of Star Trek 
fame, spoke in front of a crowd 
of more than 400 guests at the 
Hyatt Regency in Cambridge, 
Mass. He talked about how Ju
daism played an important role 
throughouthiscareer. HisZaide 
came from Zaslav, Russia with 
Leonard 's father where his 
Zaide made luggage for a leather 
manufacturer, and Leonard's 
father was a barber. He began 
his acting career at 8 when he 
was asked to sing "G-d Bless 
America," which won him a role 
in "Hansel and Gretel." From 
there, he hooked up with Boris 
Sagal (fa ther of Katie Sagal, of 
"Ma rri ed ... With Childre n" 
fame) in a Clifford Odets play 
entitled "Awake and Sing," 
where Nimoy played Ralphie, a 
teenage immigrant trying to find 
his identity in a hostile and re
pressiveenvironment. "Ralphie 
was concerned with how to 

PASSOVER GROCERIES 
COKE, DIET COKE, DIET SPRITE 

DESSERTS a CANDY 
Extended Sunday Hours: April 5, 9 to 4 

774 Hope Street• Providence• 453-6500 
/\ HOURS: SUN. 9-1 :30 •MON. TUES, WED. 9-6:30, 

"'K 7 G latt Kosher THURS. 9-7:30 • FRI. 8-2 

make his way in this world" 
Nimoy said about the character. 
He felt the role illuminated hu
mariityand the role became very 
important to him. It was play
ing Ralphie that made him de
cide that he wanted to be an 
actor. His parents didn' t see it 
that way. They wanted him to 
be a doctor or a lawyer, some
thing consistent, they said. Af
ter doing shows for war bonds, 
eventually he got on a train and 
traveled three days and nights 
to California, which Nimoy 
called "character building." He 
was reminded of the song, 
"Oi fen veig, shtei t a boim," 
where a boy asks his mother's if 
he could go outside to wa tch a 
bird, perched on a tree in their 
backyard. By the time his 
mother convinced him and fi
nally gets his coat on, the bird is 
frozen. The boy felt that his 
mothers love prevented him 
from "becoming a bird." This 
song stayed in his mind the 
whole way to Ca li fornia. 

When he came to Los Ange
les one of the first movies he did 
was "Zombies of the Strato
sphere" about aliens coming to 
earth. He said with sarcastic 
hindsight, he couldn't under
stand at the time why he didn't 
become famous after that. His 
knowledge of Yiddish go t him a 
job at a small Yiddish thea ter 
where he met Maurice Schwartz. 
Maurice Schwartz was the first 
Tevye (from "Fiddler on the 
Roof" fame). The play was 
known then as "Tevye the Dairy 
Man." He eventually came to 
playTevye after his famous tele
vision sti nt as Mr. Spock. People 
wondered how Spock could 
play Tevye, after a ll wasn't he 
supposed to be portly?, Leonard 
Nimoy is as gaunt as you can 
get. But Nimoy pulled it off 
riicely and the Boston Globe raved 
"Leonard Nimoy as Tevye is the 
surprise of the season." He stud
ied for the part while filming a 
western ("Catlow") in southern 
Spain. He recalls being excited 
to play the role and practiced 

IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT DOORS. 
IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT FRAMES. 

IF You DoN'T KNow ENOUGH ABOUT HARDWARE. 

nr1 Di I 
~)-J Total 

Openings 
People 

BuT You WANT TO FIND OuT! 
It's simple. Just Ask Us. 

COLUMBUS 
The Commercial Entry Door 

And Hardware Specialist 
0 Quality at a Better Price!" 

COLUMBUS DOOR COMPANY 
CALL US TODAY 781-7792 

1884 Elmwood Ave., Warwick, RI 02888 

whenever he could, even whi le 
on horseback with a gun in his 
hand, in character as an evil gun
slinger fighting Yul Brynner. 

Later, he was nominated for 
an Emmy for his portrayal of 
Morris Meyerson, husband of 
Golda Meir in the film " A 
WomannamedGolda." Playing 
opposite Ingrid Bergman, while 
she was suffering from breast 
cancer, moved him greatly. 

What made him most proud 
was when he met a Czech Holo
caust survivor, Mel Mermel
stein. Mermelstein promised his 
father that if he made it through 
Auschwitz, he'd tell everyone his 
story. And so he did for many 
yea rs, speaking at schools, func
tions, and w henever he could . 
One day he received a letter from 
the Institute fo r Historical Re
view, a Holocaust-denial group, 
suggesting that Mermelstein's 
story was a hoax and asking for 
hisappearanceso theycould hear 
wha t proof he had that one Jew 
died from Nazi persecutions. 
They offered $50,000 if he could 
prove the exis tence of a Holo
caust. Advised to ignore the let
ter, Mermelstein persisted and 
found a lawyer who had a novel 
idea. Write a letter back accept
ing the meeting and if they don't 
respond after 30 days, sue them 
for breach of contract. Mermel
stein saw through hours of bad
gering by the institute's lawyers, 
until the judgedecided in favorof 
Mermelstein and ultimately de
clared as judicial notice that the 
Holocaust was a fact. When he 
heard the story, Nimoy tried to 
put together a movie based on it, 
and eventually it aired on the 
Turner network. He has made a 
tape available to organizations. 
(Organiza tions wishing to obtain 
the tape can fax Leonard Nimoy 
at (310) 785-0174). These are the 
roles where he proudly wears his 
Judaism on his sleeve. But is 
there Judaism in "Star Trek?" 

"Yes," Leonard proudly de
clares. "First, everyone is highly 
educated. The show empha
sized social justice and moral 
structure. All clearly Jewish 
concepts." He p layed a classic 
diaspora character, half human, 
half Vulcan. Spock wasn' t we!-

. come entirely in the Federation 
and in his native Vulcan. He 
chooses the Federation to live. 

WARNING 

Nimoy said he grew up with the 
notion that he was the "other." 
Another part of his Judaism 
crept into the show when-work
ing on one episode entitled 
"Amok Time," where Spock had 
to go back to Vulcan for a cer
emonial "marriage." Before 
greetingSpock'smother,Nimoy 
suggested that the character 
have a special greeting "shake" 
or hand gesture. What did he 
pick for a gesture? He used the 
"shin" the Kohanim make with 
their hands when duchaning
where they give priestly bless
ings to everyone at shul. He 
recalled how he peeked when on 
YomKippur his father instructed 
him to look away - the scene 
was marked by the presence of 
the "Shechina," presenceofG-d, 
and as such was too powerful for 
human eyes to see. Recreating 
the scene, Nimoy donned a tallit 
and began to chant the blessi ng. 
He introduced the hand gesture 
the Kohanim make with that 
blessing in "Amok Time" and 
the rest is history. 

Nimoy went on to explain 
why he feels CJP is such a wor
thy institution. He remarked that 
his saddest memory is that of his 
father saying, ''They' re killing 
Jews" during WWII. For the 
Nimoys, it became a personal 
horror. In 1972, when he was 
directingafilm, HenryKissinger 
paid him a visit, as Henry's son 
was a "Star Trek" fanand wanted 
Nimoy's autograph. Kissinger 
mentioned that Nimoy should 
visit his ancestra l home in Rus
sia, Zaslav. Nimoy didn't go 
because his parents were less 
than enthusiastic about a poten
tial visit. "Why go 6,000 miles to 
see some cemeteries and ruined 
cities?" they said. But from that 
conversation with Kissinger, 
Nimoy went in 1988 to Russia. 
He met with a long-lost relative 
who lived in a city near Zaslav, 
took pictures and made record
ings. He was able to show this to 
his father when he returned. His 
father died six days la ter. These 
ideas and ideals that he has tried 
to do wi th his work are personi
fied in the work CJP promotes. 
He called them the keepers of 
the flame, and explained with a 
story. There was a group visit
ing a Bhuddist shrine when the 

(Continued on Page 15) 

DO NOT BUY ANOTHER CD 
UNTIL YOU GET THE 

TOP FDIC-INSURED BANK RATES 
VALID AS OF 3-27-98 

Term Minimum APY 
Deposit % 

Money Market $2,500 5.75 
6.0 Months $1,000 5.95 
1.0 Year $ 500 6.06 
15.0 Months $ 500 6.12 
2.0 Years $2,500 6.25 
3.0 Years $2,500 6.50 
5.0Years $2,500 6.75 

APY (Annual Percentage Yield) : Yield when com
pounded interest is calculated for one year. 

For more info contact our Answering Service at 1-800-
476-2304 - 24 hrs/7days 
or write to: CD Search, Inc. 

P.O. Box 638, Chamberlain, SD 57325 
Note: Rates are subject to change without notice and cannot be guaranteed 
to be available 100% of the time. Please verify yields, terms, and other condi
tions with the bank of your choosing before investing. All financial institutions 
are FDIC-Insured up to $100,000. 
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FEATURE 
No Bagels in Bolivia! 

by Sally Kirshenbaum 
Bolivia was my vacation des

tination. A dear friend from 
Rhode Island had invited me to 
visit her childhood home in the 
valley city of Cochaba.mba, Land 
of Eternal Springtime, within the 
Andes mountains. She has built 
a lovelyvaca tionhacienda, with 
orchard, vineyard,and rose gar
den, as a memorial to her 
mother. 

We shopped for food in a 
modern supermarket as well as 
from stall to s tall in the many 
open mercados. My love of mar
ket shopping was enhanced by 
an entrepreneurial little deliv
ery boy with huge brown eyes 
and a wheelbarrow.He wheeled 
our purchases from dealer to 
dealer and then to the waiting 
carwitha beautiful smile. I wish 
I could find him at Bread & Cir
cus! 

Guide to Russian Archives 
Aids Jewish Researchers 

Having known and hosted 
this elegant, elderly lady on her 
yearly visits to our part of the 
world, I was pleased to add rose 
bushes in her memory to the 
garden outside my bedroom. I 
watched the first fruiting of the 
orchard - oranges, lemons, 
grapefruit, bananas, pomegran
ates, prickly pears and other 
tropical fruit trees. An orchard 
had been a wish of this Abuela 
(Spanish for Bubby) all her life
time. 

Such a beautiful, living, park
like setting was my home for 
eight days. It was different from 
the usual hectic sight-seeing va
cations of new places. This trip 
was one of getting to se~ my 
Bolivian friend and her family 
interactions as well as such dis
tinct class and cultural differ
ences. The people were charm
ing, warm and friendly; families 
close and helpful. Spanish chil
dren were very much like my 
father 's Argentinea n fami ly 
branch;well-manneredandedu
cated. The native chi ldren much 
less so - a different world. 

TheJewsofBoliviacarnefrom 
Germany. They were welcomed 
before and after the Nazi era 
and given haven. They and their 
descendants have prospered; 
own businesses, are profession
a ls and scholars. In Cocha
bamba, there is a community 
center and a synagogue, but no 
delicatessen or bagels. The capi
tal city of La Paz, with a larger 
Jewi_sh population, has more 
services. 

There is another German 
population also welcomed and 
given safe and protected haven. 
The retired 55 officers and their 
descendants own vineyards and 
businesses. They live behind 
walled complexes. One day, I 
saw a newspaper ad for a lost 
German Shepherd. A big reward 
was offered . It was very dis
turbing to see that the dog's 
name was Hitler. 

On the airplane and in the 
Miami customs line, there were 
many young Germans who had 
come from visitingGrossmutter, 
carrying apple s trudel. I felt for
tunate that my Viennese Bubby 
had arrived by boat to Montreal, 
Canada, much before the war, 
where my memories are only of 
her fabulous apple strudel and 
famous bagel bakeries. 

by Lev Krichevsky 
MOSCOW (JTA) -A revo

lution for students of Russian 
Jewish life. 

That's what one scholar is 
calling Jewish Documentary 
Sources in Moscow Archives: A 
Guide, recently published by a 
partnership between American 
and Russian institutions. 

"The Jewish scholarship, the 
archives in the former Soviet 
Union a re a second Cairo 
Genizah," David Fishman, 
chairman of the department of 
Jewish history at the Conserva
tive movement's Jewish Theo
logical Seminary in New York, 
said, referring to the documents 
found 100 years ago in Egypt 
that transformed scholar's un
derstanding of medieval Jewish 
history and culture. 

"The archives of the former 
Soviet Union will do the same 
for modern Jewish his tory and 
culture," he said. 

For seven years, Fishman and 
a team of scholars worked to 
catalog the vast archives of Rus
sian Jewish life as part of Project 
Judaica -a joint academic ven
tureofJTS, the New York-based 
YlVO Institute for Jewish Re
search, and the Russian State 
University for the Humanities 
in Moscow. 

Projec t Juda ica, which is 
headed by Fishman, was origi
nally des.igned to teach archival 
skills and Jewish subjects to 
Russian archivists and design 
the archival guides. It now op
erates a five-year Jewish studies 
program in Russia that includes 
study in the West. 

The book contains descrip-

tions of thousands of archival 
files on Jewish history and cul
ture, ranging from the Middle 
Ages to the breakup of the So
viet Union in 1991 - including 
s ta te organiza tions, politica l 
parties, public institutions, 
newspapers, political and cul
tural figures. 

The guide is published in 
Russian with an English-lan
guage index. 

During the Soviet regime, the 
state places strong restrictions 
on access to Jewish archival ma
terials. 

"For many years, we weren' t 
allowed even to touch the Jewish 
topic," said Nina Volkova, head 
of the Russian State Archives on 
Literature and Art. "Once, cen
sors had demanded that we drop 
the mention of documents of the 
[Moscow] State Jewish Theater 
from our guide." 

Since restrictions on Russian 
archives were loosened after the 
fall of communism, scholars 
have been faced with some new 
dilemma: knowing what mate
rial is available and where it is 
located. 

Now scholars can know that 
there are 22 collections contain
ing material on the Yiddish au
thor Sholem Aleichem in Mos
cow and that these can be found 
in five different archival reposi
tories - and that there are 13 
different archives that have 
material on the ritual-murder 
trial of Mendel Beilis, a Jew who 
in 1913 was accused of killing a 
Christian child. 

The guide is an "extremely 
valuable tool forthoseinterested 
in Russian and Eastern Euro-

pean Jewish history," said 
Rashid Kaplanov, the academic 
chairman of the Moscow Center 
for the University Teaching of 
Jewish Civilization. 

Surprisingly, the Jewish 
documents found in Moscow 
archives - the richest in the 
former Soviet Union - go far 
beyond topics in Russian Jew
ish life. 

There is also material on the 
history of the Jews of Germany, 
Austria, France, and even the 
United States. 

Some of these include the 
recordsofEuropeanJewishorga
nizations that were stolen by the 
Nazis during World War II, and 
then seized by the Soviet Army. 

There are also prewar docu
ments on the American Jewish 
Committee, the New York Yid
dish daily newspapers the For
ward and the Freiheit, the World 
Jewish Congress, the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Com
mittee and the Jewish Tele
graphic Agency's Paris branch. 

Not all of the relevant archives 
could be cataloged. Even with 
the loosening of the restrictions 
in the past several years, the edi
tors of the guide were denied 
permission to some major reposi
tories, including the archives of 
the president of the Russian Fed
eration, the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and the KGB. 

The guide is the first in a se
ries of similar guides on the ar
chives in the former Soviet 
Union. Future volumes are 
scheduled to focus on St. Peters
burg, other cities and regions 
within Russia, Ukraine and 
Belarus. 

The colors of native dress 
mingled with a conservative 
Euro-Spanish s tyle. Bolivianos 
love all imported goods. They 
are impressed with many 
United States customs and 
lifestyles. Cell phones and the 
Internet are seen interspersed 
with native dress and faces. 
Computers have brought the 
world closer to Bolivia. 

Sally Kirshenbaum of Cranston 
enjoys connecting with far-flung 
Jewish communities when she 
travels. 

UAHC Plans Trip to ·Israel 
Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie is invit

ing Reform Jews to join him and 
the board of the Union of Ameii

Wiesenthal Center 
Film on Holocaust 

Wins Oscar 

can Hebrew Congregations on 
a pilgrimage to Israel this June 
to join in the country's 50th an
niversary celebrations and to 
demonstrate support for reli
gious pluralism in Israel. 

The trip will include meet
ings with officials of the gov-

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - The 

headline honors went to "Ti
tanic" and the stars of" As Good 
as It Gets," but two Oscars in 
less glamorous categories illus
trated the Holocaust's impact 
on filmmakers. 

"The Long Way Home" took 
the prize for best documentary 
feature. The fi lm, produced by 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, · 
chronicles the fa te of Holocaust 
survivors intheimmediatepost
war years and their desperate 
attempts to reach the Jewish 
homeland. 

In his acceptance speech, the 
center's dean a nd founder, 
Rabbi Marvin Hier, dedicated 
the award to "the survivors of 
the Holocaust, who wa lked 
away from the ashes, rebuilt 
their lives and helped create the 
State of Israel." 

Academy Awards host Billy 
Crystal seemed dumbfounded 
at the presence of the yarmulke
wearing Hier. "Whal a night, 
when your rabbi wins an Oscar. 
Unbelievable," Crysta l said . 

It was the second Oscar for ernment for a full discussion of 
the Wiesenthal Center, whose issues pertaining to religious 
first documentary, "Genocic:le," freedom, as well as visi ts to Re
won in 1981. form synagogues, schools and 

The production team of 'The · kibbutzim.Sessionsonthest~ps 
Long Way Home" is currently, that need to be take_n to revive 
rushing to complete the officiaf th_e peace_process will also con
film of Israel's 50th anniversary stitutean1mportantcomponent 
celebration, titled "If You Will It." of the trip. 

The other Oscar awarded toa Rabbi Yoffie, president of the 
Holocaustthememoviewentto UAHC, has asked for govern
"Visas and Virtue," a short film ment protection so that the Re
about the true story of a diplo- formdelegationmayprayatthe 
mat who paid with his career Western Wall on_ Erev Shabbat. 
for saving thousands of Jews. The group will leave New-

It honors Chiune Sugihara, ark, N.J., on June 7, and return 
who was the Japanese consul in on June 15. . 
Vilnius, Lithuania, in 1940. As Yoffie,aleadermthestruggle 
throngs of desperate Jews be- fo~ religious freedo_m in Israel, 
sieged his office to escape the said the p1lgr1mage 1s ~n oppor
expected Naz i o ns laught, turuty for North Amenca~Je~s 
Sugihara, against the direct or- to demonstrate to Jsraeh cin
ders of Tokyo, issued thousands zens their determma tion to sup
of visas to enable Jews to escape port and str~ngthen the Reform 
to safety via the then-neutral m~~emen_t m lsra_el. 
Soviet Union. Now 1s the time for us to 

The 26-minute film was pro- show Israelis how _Reform Jews 
duced by Irish American Chris ex~enence the r!chn,~ss an~ 
Donahue and Japanese Ameri- mai~sty . of Judaism, Rabbi 
can Chris Tashima, who p lays Yoffie said. . .. 
the role of Sugihara. Through their v1S1ts, the 

members of the pilgrimage will 
showcase Reform institutions 
including: 

• Congregation Or Hadash, 
Haifa, one of 20 Reform syna
gogues in Israel. 

• Leo Baeck School, Haifa, a 
multifaceted institution that 
pro'vides social services and pro
grams to the community and 
students. 

• Kibbutz Yaheland Kibbutz 
·Lotan in the Arava Valley. 

• The Jerusalem campus of 
the Hebrew Union College-Jew
ish Institute of Religion, where 
Israeli rabbis, cantors and edu
cators are trained. 

The tour is designed both for 
those who have never visited Is
rael before - with trips to 

· Masada, the Dead Se_a, Yad 
Vashem and the Israel Museum 
- as well as those who have been 
there many times. An overnight 
visit to Jordan is part of the tour. 

The cost of the trip is $2,395 
per person plus departure taxes. 
The fee includes round-trip air
fare from Newark, N.J., to Ben
Gurion International Airport via 
El Al Israel Airlines; the round
trip airfares in Israel (Jerusalem 
to Eilat); deluxe hotel accom
modations at the Jerusalem 
Hilton and Le Meridian Hotel 
in Amman, Jordan, Israeli break
fast daily and four dinners, and 
all land transportation. 

To make reservations or for 
more information, call Gil Travel 
at (800) 223-3855. 

AOL ASSISTED DAILY LIVING, INC. 

~~ 
Certified Home Health Agency 

• R.N.'s - L.P.N.'s • Homemakers • Nursing Assistants 
• Live-Ins • Child Care Nannies • Sleep-ins 

Rehab Specialists 
PT - OT - ST 

Screened• Bonded • Insured • R.N. - Supervised Homes • Hospitals 
Nursing Homes •· Schools • 24 Hour Service• 7 Days A Week 

MEDICARE • MEDICAID • BLUE CROSS 
AND ALL PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

Call Today for "'Free"' R.N. Home Assessment 
E.O.E. - All Appllcants Welcome 

14 Old Pocasset Lane, Johnston ...................................... 453-5470 
250 Centerville Road, Warwick ......................... ................ 738--5470 

-, 



J7 

I ~ 

12-11-IE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1998 

SCHOOLBEAT 
URI/CCE Inducts Eight 

Into Hall of Honor 
The University of Rhode 

Island's College of Continuing 
Education has generated a fam
ily-like atmosphere. Now eight 
members of the family will be 
formally recognized for their 
efforts to make the college an 
even better place to call home. 

The eight are the first induct
ees of a new Hall of Honor. The 
1998 Hall of Honor induction 
wi ll be held April 8 in the Janice 
Paff auditorium at 6:45 p.m. 

Portraits of the eight will be 
unveiled on the wall of the first 
floor of ihe college, located at 80 
Washington St., Providence. The 
inductees are: 

• After grad uating from URI 
in 1943, Dr. Hollis Farnum of 
Narragansett returned 10 years 
la ter to the Division of Univer
sity Ex tension in Providence. 
His research paper played an 
important role in solidifying the 

movement to award full college 
credit for courses taken by part
time, evening students. Hollis 
also played a significant role in 
establishing one of the first day
ti me degree programs for 
women. 

• Pat and Alan Shawn 
Feinstein of Cranston have one 
of the most recognizable names 
in s ta te history because of their 
work around issues of hunger, 
education, and children. The 
couple has not only devoted 
money, but time as well to CCE. 
Feinstein crea ted the Lillian 
Feinstein Scholarship, named 
after his mother, and supports 
CCE's Dr. Pat Feinstein Child 
Development Center. He also 
establi shed the BGS Feinstein 
Fund·and annually gives awards 
to a CCE student, alum, staff 
member who best exemplifies 
community service. 

DR. PAT AND ALAN Shawn Feinstein of Cranston are two of 
eight inductees in a new Hall of Honor at the University of Rhode 
Island's College of Continuing Education in Providence. 

P/roto courtesy of URIICCE 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Tile-set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality .Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" 
INSURED • R.I. LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

Tired Legs? We Can Help!!! 

25% Off 
JOBST Support Hosiery 
#1 Brand Recommended By Doctors. 

Styles for both MEN and WOMEN. 
Torbot Group Inc., 1185 Jefferson Blvd ., 

Warwick, RI (401) 739-2241 
Offer va lid wi th this ad thru April 1998 

• Anna and Gregory 
Demetrakas of Cranston have 
made significant contributions 
to the URI/CCE. Together, they 
established an endowment in 
their names and continue to sup
port the Walter Crocker Schol
arship Fund. In addition, Anna, 
a 1995 gradua te of CCE, is a 
member of CCE's Community 
Advisory Board and an active 
member of the Alumni Associa
tion. Gregory Demetrakas has 
contribu ted to numerous causes 
worldwide. He also finds the 
time to regularly donate sup
plies and equipment to the uni
versity. 

• As Phebe Shepard of Cran
ston and Exeter toured the new 
CCE campus in 1995, housed irl 
the shell of the department store 
founded by her late husband's 
great-grandfather, Shepard ex
claimed, "I never thought this 
would happen. What a wonder
ful noble use of the building." For 
89 years, Shepard's was New 
England's premier department 
store. In honor of her husband's 
name, Shepard established the 
John Shepard II Memorial Schol
arship Fund, which provides 
scholarshi psand / or book awards 
to academically meritorious stu
dents with financial need. 

• The late Gil Mongeau, 
whose widow li ves in West 
Warwick, began his long and 
distinguished career as an aca
demic-advisor for CCE in 1959. 
He helped organize many of 
CCE's programs including the 
college's honor society Alpha 
Sigma Lambda, student ser
vices, and the college library. 

• The late Doris Holloway 
Abels of North Kingstown, one 
of the first members of the Con
tinuing Education for Women 
program, was an educa tor, per
forming artist and arts advo
cate. She helped establish Trin
ity Repertory Company and 
choreographed many Theatre 
by the Sea productions. She 
was also a certified mental 
hea lth counselor with practices 
inProvidenceandNewportand 
was part of a project that used 
art therapy to help the disabled. 

ASDS Enjoys 
Arts Week 

Alperin Schechter Day School 
students in grades six to eight 
enjoyed an fantastic week of 
hands-on arts education during 
ASDS Arts Week. 

Students had the opportunity 
to explore in depth one of the 
fo llowing fields - art, music 
and dance and drama -
through a great variety of expe
riences, including li ve perfor
mances, on- and off-site work
shops, and studio visits. 

The week's special programs 
include: artists-in-residence 
Bruce Lenore; a trip to the RISO 
Art Museum; a performance by 
Avner the Eccentric a t Trinity 
Repertory Theater followed by 
a backstage tour; a day in Bos
ton includinga tourofthe Wang 
Center, a visit to the Museum of 
Fine Arts, and a dance studio 
class; a tour of Big Nazo Pup
pets studio; and a variety of 
guest performers. 

Perishable Theatre Hosts 
Summer Acting Program 

After 15 years as Rhode 
Island 's preemi nent Theatre 
Arts Center, Perishable Theatre 
is excited to embark on their 
latest venture. Their new Pre
College Summer Acting Pro
gram offers an intensive five
week schedule of professional 
theater training to students en
tering their junior or senior year 
of high school or first year of 
college. Under the directorship 
of Anne Brady, students will be 
exposed to a rigorous curricu
lum of acting, movement, di
recting and playwriting. 

All classes will be taught by 
the area's leading professionals 
who act, direct and teach in the 
Providence theater community. 
Faculty includ\'s teachers from 
the Trinity Rep Company, Per
ishable Theatre, Brown Univer
sity, the University of Rhode 
Island, Groundwerx Dance The
atre and the All Children's The
atre. 

A typical 30-hour week may 

Boone Grove Elementary 
325 W. ?50 S. 
Boone Grove, IN 46302 

include: dance/ movement for 
theactor,AlexanderTechnique, 
mask work, vocal production, 
singing, stage combat, direct
ing, playwriting, audi tioning 
techniques, improvisa ti on, 
monologue and scene study, 
make-up techniques and on
camera acting. 

This new program provides 
professional thea ter experience 
for those students considering 
matriculation in theater a t the 
college level. It will also build 
self-confidence and communi
cation skills, provide an intro
duction to the loca l theater com
munity and allow the partici
pants to meet s tudents with 
simi lar interests. 

Sessions run June 29 to July 
31. Enrollment deadline is April 
15. Classes will be held Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For information, call Per
ishable Theatre a t 331-2695 or 
fax 331-7811 or <http:// 
www.perishable.org>. 

Dear Readers of Rhode Island Jewish Herald, 

l am a fou rth-grade student at Boone Grove Elementary 
School. Boone Grove is a rural community loca ted south of 
Valparaiso in northwest Indiana. Our school has a population 
of about 300 students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 

The fourth-grade students are studying the United States. 
I am hoping you ca n help me with our class project. Could you 
respond by sending a postcard or memento from your town or 
state? I am depending on your response to enrich my learning 
of the U.S. 

' 

Sincerely, 
Tom Delisio 

ACT Announces Spring 
Class Schedule 

Robin Anderson, director of 
education/ outreach for the All 
Children's Theatre Ensemble, 
has announced the new spring 
class schedule. The eight-week 
classes are held a t the ACT Stu
dios, One Allens Ave., Provi
dence, with some classes also 
being offered at severa l loca
tions in Barrington. For com
plete details and a ca talog, call 
Robin at 331-7174. 

For ages 3 to 5, the Bag & Box 
Players will present severa l 
scenes from "Thumbelina" af
ter experiencing basic acting 
skills learned in a playful envi
ronment during the eight-week 
period. Classes are held in Provi
dence and Barrington. 

Medieval Magic - A 
Storybook Theatre Class for 
ages5 to 7i n Barrington or6and 
7 in Providence, focuses on de
veloping ski lls through games, 
and friendships through coop
era tion in this introduction to 
theater arts course. 

ACTing I - Create a Char
acter concentra tes on creating 
characters from students' obser
vations of people around them 
and through their imaginations. 
Costumes and make-up will be 
used in this "trunk-full of char
acters" class for ages 8 to 10 at 
both Providence and Barrington 
loca tions. 

Lights! Camera! Action! 
teaches acting in fron t of a cam
era . Students also lea rn how to 
audition for films and commer
cials as well as how to "get into 
the business." Classes are of
fered for ages 8 to10 and agesll 
to 14 and the final presentation 
will be live as well as on-screen. 

ACTing I - Improvisation 
is for ages 11 to 14 and teaches 
basic improvisational skills us
ing team work and character 
creations. Vocal techniques for 
the s tage, pantomime, body lan
guage and movement and re
sults in the presentation of a 
one-act play to an audience at 
the end of the eight-week ses
sion. 

Stage Combat teaches 11- to 
14-year-old participants how to 
be physica l on stage. Students 
are taught to create the illusion 
of taking a hit from fists, chairs, 
knives and swords. Acrobatics, 
fisticuffs and all manner of 
weaponry will be explored dur
ing this program. 

Broadway Dancing is a 
must-take for 8- to 10- and 11-
to 14-year-old actors who as
pire to be on Broadway. Stu
dents wi ll move to Broadway 
tunes and learn toe-tapping 
rhythms that make up move
ment on stage for big-name 
musicals. 



I 
' 

THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1998 - 13 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
'One Flea Spare' Opens 
at Perishable Theatre 

Perishable Theatre presently 
announced thattheirspringpro
duction will be "One Flea 
Spare," written by Nao mi 
Wallace and directed by Rebecca 
Patterson. The show premiers 
April 9 and will run Thursdays 
through Saturdays for four 
weeks with one final perfor
mance on May 3 at 7 p.m. 

tively lyrical as it operates on 
myriad levels. 

Exhibition And Symposium Marks 
Centenary of Spanish-American War 

Theplayissetin the London 
of 1665. Disease rages through 
the city. Passion erupts and 
class structures are shattered 
as four refugees from the plague 
come together to seek comfort. 
This play is passionate, 
thought-provoking and evoca-

"One Flea Spare" was origi
nally commissioned by the Bush 
Theatre in London and opened 
there in October of 1995. It pre
miered in America at the 
Humana Festival of New Plays 
at the Actors Theatre of Louis
ville, and was awarded the 1996 
Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, the 
1996 Fellowship of Southern 
Writers Drama Ward, and the 
1996 Kesselring Prize. It was pro
duced inNewYorkattheJoseph 
Papp Public Theatre/ New York 
Shakespeare Festival. For tickets 
or information, call 331-2695. 

Leviten Exhibit at Cranston Library 
Riva Leviten, well-known local artist, will present an exhibit 

entitled "My Trail in Art" at the Cranston Public Library, 140 
Sockanosset Cross Road, from April 2 through April 30. An open
ing reception, including a 45-minute gallery talk, will be held on 
April 4 from 2 to 4 p .m. 

Leviten's work is represented in many museum collections 
including: Museum of Art, Rhode island School of Design; the 
Danforth Museum, Framingham, Mass.; the El Paso Museum, El 
Paso, Texas; the Slater Museum, Norwich, Conn., as well as college 
collections. 

Her work is also in numerous corporate collections including: 
Steel Met, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Hasbro Children's Hospital, Provi
dence; Baker, Knapp and Tubbs, Inc., Chicago; Cleary, Gottlieb, 
Steen and Hamilton, New York, among others. 

Circus Comes to Town 
Feld Entertainment, the largest producer and presenter of live 

family entertainment, is back in Rhode Island as the Grea testShow 
on Earth® returns to the Providence Civic Center. The 128th 
edition of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey® is jam-packed 
with excitement certain to keep you on the edge of your seat. 

To commemorate the cente
nary of the Spanish-American 
War, the Anne S.K. Brown Mili
tary Collection at the Brown 
University Library, in conjunc
tion with Frederic A. Sharf of 
Shannon, Mass., is mounting a 
major exhibition which will ex
plore the artistic interpretation 
of the war as demonstrated by 
the artists and illustrators who 
covered it for the illustrated 
press. The exhibition, titled "A 
Splendid Little War, 1898: The 
Artists' Perspective," will open 
in the Annmary Brown Memo
rial Library, located at21 Brown 
St.,on April 10 and runs through 
June 19. An opening reception 
will take place April 9 at 5 p .m., 
at the library. 

In addition, six military his
torians ·will gather to present 
papers at a one-day symposium 
on April 11, in the Salomon Cen
ter for Teaching, beginning at 9 
a.m. and ending at 5 p.m., with 
a reception following . The top
ics discussed will explore two 
major areas: The American Mili
tary and the War with Spain 
and The War's Social, Political 
and Cultural Legacies. The key
note speaker for the symposium 
will be David Trask, former chief 
historian for the U.S. Army Cen
terof Military History in Wash
ington, D.C., whose talk is titled 
"The Impact of the War on Mili
tary and American History." His 
speech is scheduled for 1 p.m. in 
the Salomon Center. 

The symposium is co-spon-

sored by the Brown University 
Library and the Center for Latin 
American Studies. Both the ex
hibition and symposium lec
tures are free and open to the 
public. 

Art Exhibition 

"A Splendid Little War," 
1898: The Artists' Perspective 
takes its title from a quote by 
John Hay (Brown Class of 1858) 
and President McKinley's sec
retary of state during the war. "I 
think Hay was commenting 
about the fact that the war was 
short-lived, didn' t cost the U.S. 
many casualties, but the results 
were incredible - the annex
ation of Cuba, the Philippines 
and Puerto Rico," said Peter 
Harrington, coordinator of the 
exhibition and military curator 
at the John Hay Library. 

The exhibition will consist of 
approximately45originaldraw
ings, watercolors and prints by 
notable artists such as William 
Glackens, Howard Chandler 
Christy, Thure de Thalstrup, 
Henry Reuterdahl,and Frederic 
Remington, as well as lesser
known and foreign artists. 

Symposium Schedule 

April 11, The Salomon Cen
ter for Teaching, The College 
Green, Brown Uhiversity 

9 a. m. to noon: The American 
Military and the War with Spain 

"The Experience of the Span
ish-American War and its Im
pact on Professional Naval 

Thinking." JohnHattendorf, the 
Ernest J. King Professor of His
tory, director of advanced re
search, Naval War College, 
Newport, R.I. 

'TheArmyinCuba." Graham 
Cosmos, chief, Histories Branch, 
U.S.ArmyCenterofMilitaryHis
tory, Washington, D.C. 

"The Military Issues of the 
Philippine War." BrianM. Linn, 
associate professor of history, 
Texas A&M University. 

1 to 2 p.m. Keynote address 
"The Impact of the War on 

the Military and American His
tory." David Trask, former chief 
historian for the U.S. Army Cen
ter of Military History, Wash
ington, D.C., and author of The 
War with Spain , 1898 (Univer
sity of Nebraska Press, 1997) 

2:15 to 4:30 p.m.: The War's 
Social, Political,and Cultural Lega
cies 

"American Empire: The Dis
senters." John Thomas, the 
George L. Littlefield Professor 
of American History, Brown 
University. 

"The Yankees are Corning! 
American Colonists in Cuba, 
1898-1930." Carmen Diana 
Deere, director, Latin American 
Studies Program, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, Mass. 

5 to 6 p.m. Reception at the 
Annmary Brown Memorial Li
brary, 21 Brown St. 

For more information, call 
863-2476 or choose News & 
Eventsat <http: / / www.brown. 
edu>. 

You will surely be amazed by the unbelievable acts of Marina, 
the Lady in the Cube, and Mysticlese, Master of the Mind, and as 
always the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey® clowns will bring 
out the kid in everyone. The 128th edition is also equipped with 
exciting animal acts like the very own Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey® elephants and Lloyd 's Old English Sheepdogs to name 
a few. 

Philharmonic Presents 
'The Daughters of the Regiment' 

Show dates are April 29 at 7 p .m., April 30 at 7 p.m., May 1 at 7 
p .m., May 2 at noon, 4 p .m., 8 p.m., and May 3 at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

The Rhode Island Philhar
monicwill presentNew YorkCity 
Opera National Company's fully 
staged performance of Donizetti's 
comic opera 'The Daughter of 
the Regiment," on April 9 at 8 
p.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium in Providence. 

Tickets are on sale now at the Providence Civic Center and all 
Ticketmaster locations or call 331-2211. 

Ibsen's 'Ghosts' Comes 
to Haunt Leeds Theatre A lively comic opera , 

Donizetti's 'The Daughterofthe 
Regiment" premiered in Paris 
on Feb. 11 , 1840. The opera tells 
the story of young Marie, the 
spirited adopted daughter of 
Napoleon's 21st regiment. She 
falls in love with the peasant 
Tonio,butthetwoareprevented 
from marrying when it is dis
covered that Marie is the long
lost niece of nobility, and that 
an arranged marriages awaits 
her. Events transpire, truth tri
umphs and Marie is free to wed 
her beloved Tonio. 

Henrik Ibsen's "Ghosts" will 
be presented by Brown Univer
sityTheatrefortwoweeks,April 
9 to 19 in Leeds Theatre. All 
performances areat8p.m., with 
the exception of April 19, which 
wi ll be a 3 p .m. matinee only. 

"Ghosts" tells the tale of Mrs. 
Alving and her son, Oswald, as 
they are about to dedicate an 
orphanage to her late husband's 
memory. Alving looks forward 
to the future .. . if she can only 
stop the past and its guilty se
crets from unravelling! One of 
Ibsen's plays dealing with the 
moral health of society, he 

THE 

PURPLE CAT 
RESTAURANT 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere 

' 

YOUR HOSTS, 
THE LAVOIE'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I. 
(401) 568-7161 

AT THE JUNCTION OF 
RTES. 44, 100, 102 

weaves a story full ofironic twists 
which are applicable to any age. 

Tickets are available at the 
Leeds Theatre box office, 77 
Wa terinan St. , Prov id ence. 
Ticket prices are $13 general ad
mission, $9 for senior citizens 
(over 65, and Brown faculty/ 
staff, and $5 for students. Phone 
reservations are accepted with 
VISA/MASTERCARD. Box of
fice hours are Monday through 
Friday 11 a.m. to 5 p .m. and one 
hour before curtain on the eve
nings of performance. For more 
information or to make reserva
tions, call 863-2838. 

Tickets for the performance 
of "The Daughter of the Regi
ment" areavailableattheRhode_ 

J-fappy Passover 

Emerald Inn 
~ 
ffll ~ 

R e s a u r a n 
Szechuan, Mandarin & Hunan Cuisine 

Exotic Drinks 

20 Commerce Way, Seekonk, MA 02771 

(508) 336-8116 - (508) 336-8351 
2 minutes from Showcase Cinemas 

Island Philharmonic office, lo
cated at222 Richmond St., Provi
dence. Tickets may be pur
cha sed by phone using 
MasterCard or Visa by calling 
831-3123, or in person during 
business hours Monday to Fri-

day 9 am. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
April 9 until 3 p.m. 

Tickets will also be available 
at the Veterans Memorial Audi
torium box office pre-opera 
week, April 3 to 9 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., 272-4862. 

-~ Barnsider' s 
A. Mile (f5 A Quarter 

BANQUET MENU PIANS 
ALL OPTIONS ARE ACCOMPANIED BY SOUP OU JOUR , GARDEN 

SALAD , WITH A CHOICE OF RICE PILAF OR BAKED POTATO 

OPTION 1 • $19.95* PER PERSON 
C/w;ce oJ Chicken Teriyaki, Daked Doston Scrod;;, F~t-:!-- Top Sirloin 

Coffee or Tea/Frcnc/1 Van,'l/a Ice Cream 

OPTION 2 • $21 . 9S * PER PERSON 

Cl-,oice o/Top Sirloin, Dakecl Haddock, Grilled Chicken 
witl1 Tomato Daeil Vinaigrette 

Coffee or Tea/Frcnc/, Van;l/a l ee Cream 

OPTION 3 • $23. 9S * PER PERSON 

Clwice o/ Petite Prime Rib, Baked Stuffed Sluimp, 
Dakcd Stuffed Shrimp & Sirloin , Daked Scallops & Sirloin 

Coffee or Tea/C/,oco/ate Tru/Pe Mousse Cake 

OPTION 4 • $2S,95* P E R PERSON 

~c/wice o/ Pril1lc Rib , New York Sirloin , Oakc<I Scallops & Prime Ril1, 
Frcsl1 Sa lmo n H ollancl-. ise, Baked Stuffed S hrimp & Prime Ri b 

Co/Jee or Tca/Cl,oco fate Tru/jla Mousse Cake 

OPTION S • $27.95* PER PERSON 

C/,oica o/ Lol,ste r Casse ro le & S irloi n , Filct Mi~no n with Oc,unaise Sauce, 
G rillc<I Frcsl1 S wo nlfi sk S teak Au Poivrc 

Coffee or T(!Q/C/,o,.-ofatc Truffle Mousse Cake 
"TAX ANO GRATUITY NOT IN C LUOEO 

PRICES SUBJECT TO C HANGE 

375 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE• 401 -351 -7300 

, 
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OBITUARIES 
SOL COHEN 

PROVIDENCE-Sol Cohen, 
81, of Ferncliffe Road, Bar
rington, owner and operator of 
the former Empire Sports Shop 
in Flushing, N .Y., for 25 years, 
retiring in 1978, died March 29 
at the Miriam Hospital. He was 
the husband of the late Ethel 
(Kay) Cohen. 

Born in New York City, a son 
of the late Isaac and Esther 
Cohen, he lived in Flushing be
fore moving to Barrington 10 
years ago. 

He was a member of the Em
pire Masonic Lodge. He was an 
Army veteran of World War II, 
serving in the 70th Tank Battal
ion. 

He leaves two daughters, 
Elizabeth Mazzurco of Bar
rington, and Alison Cohen of 
Massapequa, N.Y.; and two 
grandsons. 

. The funeral service was pri
vate. Burial was in Mount Ararat 
Cemetery, Farmingdale, N.Y. 
Arra ngements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

LOUIS LEVINE 
NEW BEDFORD - Louis 

Levine, 87, of South Dartmouth, 
died March 26, at St. Luke's 
Hospital after a brief illness. He 
was the husband of Pearly 
(Abramovich) Levine. 

Born in Brooklyn, N. Y., son 
of the late Isidore and Gussie 
(Fischer) Levine, he came to 
New Bedford to complete his 
residency. He moved to South 
Dartmouth in 1972. 

He was a member ofTifereth 

Israel Synag9gue, New Bedford. 
He received his Doctorate of 

Medicine at Middlesex Univer
sity in Waltham and became 
certified in general practice. In 
1967, he completed his psychi
atric residency at Metropolitan 
State Hospital and Tufts Uni
versity School of Medicine. 
Along with his private practice, 
he was the staff psychiatrist at 
St. Luke's Hospital and the Vet
erans Administration. He was 
also psychiatrist to the Third 
District Bristol Court. He was a 
member of the American Medi
ca l Association and the Ameri
can Psychiatric Association. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World War II. As a major, he 
participated in the Normandy 
Invasion. He was awarded the 
Purple Heart for injuries re
ceived in Germany. He was also 
awarded the Combat Medical 
Badge and the European The
atre of Operations Medal. 

Survivors include his widow 
and a son, Gary Levine of New 
York City. 

He was the fa ther of the late 
Richard Ian Levine and brother 
of the late Edi th Levine and 
Sidney Levine. 

A graveside funera l service 
was held o n March 27 at 
Plainville Cemetery, New Bed
ford. Arrangements were made 
by the Max Sugarman Memo
rial Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

BERTHA (BEDRICK) 
LIPSON 

PAOLI, Pa.-Bertha Lipson, 
84, of Malvern, Pa., died March 

19 at the Main Line Nursing 
Home in Paoli, Pa. She was the 
wife of the late Louis Lipson. 

Born and raised in Fall River, 
a daughter of the late James and 
Nellie (Bernstein) Bedrick, she 
had lived in Pennsylvania since 
1996. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth El and its Sisterhood. She 
had been an active volunteer at 
Charlton Memorial Hospital 
and the Truesdale Clinic. 

She was an amateur artist. 
She leaves two daughters, 

Joan Hershkowitz of Massa
pequa, N.Y. , and Nancy Swoyer 
of Malvern, Pa.; a sister, Ellie 
Ginsburg of Fa ll River, and four 
grandchildren. She was the sis
ter of the late Ted and Sidney 
Bedrick. 

The funeral was held March 
25 in Temple Beth El, 385 High 
St., Fall River. Burial was in 
Hebrew Cemetery, Fall River. 
Arrangements were by the Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

NORMAN J. 'MEDDI E' 
MEDRECH 

PROVIDENCE- Norman J. 
Medrech, 90, a longtime Journal 
Bulletin editor and co lorful 
newsman of the old school, died 
March 27 at Laurelmead nurs
ing home. 

He was known as "Meddie" 
to his news pa per colleagues and 
·was for many years the chief 
copy editor fo r the Evening 
Bulletin 's sta te ed iti ons. He 
handled the voluminous out
put of copy from all of the re
porters in the newspaper's 

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professional, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

lA"·· Member of the Jewish 
~-~ } Funeral Directors of America 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Carner of Doyle Avenue) 

Please call for your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our n<>-money-dr,wn, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
I -800-331-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts bureaus. 

He learned just about all there 
was to know about the cities 
and towns in the papers' circu
lation area. And he helped train 
a generation of reporters to write 
quickly and cover community 
events accurately and thor
oughly. 

"He was great to work for . 
He had a mind like a computer 
before they were invented," said 
Kay Henneberger, a retired Jour
nal-Bulletin copy editor. "He 
could read reporters ' copy 
amazingly fast. It was more than 
speed readi ng . And ye t he 
would somehow catch any er
rors." 

He was generally at his perch 
on the Bulletin desk by 5 a.m. 
every day. "He generated a lot 
of camaraderie around the desk. 
He was funny and he gave 
people nicknames," Henne
berger sa id . 

Andrew B. Burkhardt, Jour
nal-Bulletin city editor, recalled 
him as a "colorful guy" who 
used to come in ea rly and prod 
reporters to add new develop
ments to the morning Journal 
stories to make them "fresher" 
fo r the af te rnoon Evening 
Bulletin's readers. 

After his retirement from 
these newspapers in the 1970s, 
he went to work for the Rhode 
Island Builders Association. He 
became edi tor of the assoc
iation's monthly newspaper, The 
Rhode Island Builders Report. And 
he became an authority on rea l 
estate and home-construction 
topics often quoted by newspa
per and television reporters. 

Working for the builders as
sociation for 20 years, he wrote 
a history of the group. 

BorninNewark,N.J.,onSept. 
19, 1907, he was the son of Wil
liam and Mary Medrech. After 
graduation from Rutgers Uni
versity, he came to New En
gland to work for the Worcester 
Telegram, before joining the 
Journal-Bulletin. 

A longtime resident of Provi
dence's East Side, he met the 
former Rose Leventhal in New 
York and they married in 1931. 

Besides his wife, he leaves 
two daughters, Ellen Dworkin 
and Marilyn Fleisig, four grand
children and a great-grandchild. 

The funeral was private. The 
service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

HELEN NULMAN 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, 

Fla. - Helen Nulman of Holly
wood, Fla., formerly of Fall 
River, passed away at the Palm 
Beach Gardens Medical Center, 
Palm Beach, Gardens, Fla., on 
March 18. She was 84 years old. 
She was the widow of Louis 
Nulman who passed away four 
years ago. 

Born in Dubois, Pa., she lived 
in the Fall River area for more 
than SO years. She was past presi
dent of the Temple Beth EI Sis
terhood and was active in the 
B'nai B'rith, Jewish Federation 
of Fall River, and Jewish Home 
for the Aged. 

She is survived by herdaugh-

ters Sybil Michelson of Palm 
Beach Gardens, Fla., and Joyce 
Kachapis of Boston; a brother, 
Marvin Bloom of Dubois, Pa.; a 
sister, Harriet Greenstein of Las 
Vegas, Nev.; and five grandchil
dren. 

Graveside services were un-
. derthedirectionoftheBrezniak- -
Rodman Funeral Directors, 
Newton, and were held at the 
Temple Beth El Cemetery, Fall 
River on March 20. 

RICHARD REISER 
FALL RIVER - Richard 

Reiser died March 28. He was 
the son of Miriam (Linder) 
Reiser and brother of Norman 
Reiser. 

A graveside service was held 
March 30 at Beth El Cemetery, 
Fall River. Arrangements were 
by Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

PEARLE W. SILVERSTEIN 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 

-Pearle W. Si lverstei n, of Palm 
Beach, Fla., formerly of Provi
dence, died March 29 at the 
Good Samarita n Hospital in 
West Palm Beach. She was the 
wife of the late Martin M. 
Silverstein. 

Born in Providence, daugh
terof the late Benjamin and Leah 
(Sherman) Weinberg, she lived 
in Providence before moving to 
Florida in 1995. She attended 
Brown Universi ty and the 
America n Laboratory Thea tre 
School in New York. 

She appeared professionally 
in several stage productions 
before returning to Providence. 
She was active for many years 
with the Players of Providence 
and was a member of its Para
graph Club. 

She was a life member of the 
Miriam Hospital Women's As
sociation, the Jewish Home for 
the Aged, Brandeis University, 
the National Cm,mcil of Jewish 
Women, B'nai B' rith Gold 
Honor Society, Hadassah, and 
the Sisterhood of Temple Beth
EL She was a member of the 
Justice Brandeis Society, and the 
Miriam People. She was an hon
orary trustee of Temple Beth-El, 
and the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island. 

She was active in Providence 
educational philanthropy. She 
was a charter member of the 
College Hill Society of Brown 
University, a member of the 
Collectors of Renaissance Club 
of the Rhode Island School of 
Design, and a conservator of the 
Providence Public Library. She 
was a member of the Ledgemont 
and Palm Beach Country Clubs. 

She leaves three nieces , 
Deborah Young and Susan 
Laufrnan, both of Houston, and 
Jude Barvin of Los Angeles; a 
nephew, Stephen Halpert in 
Massachusetts; two great-nieces 
and two great-nephews. 

The funeral service was held 
April 1 in Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Providence. 
Burial was in Temple Beth-EI 
Cemetery. The service was co
ordinated by Mount Sinai Me
morial Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

"In every generation a man must regard himself 
as if he came forth out of Egypt" 

(Pesahim 116b). 
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Forms Without 
Function 

(Continued from Page 5) 

what they saw as the confines of 
their creed, to fit in and escape 
bigotry. But now, Jewish seers 
do the opposite. They work 
within their Hebrew role as 
prophets and judges. I look at 
Mike as he drives, as he guides 
me, and my dog, among the piles 
of sinks, stacks of records, bro
ken boxes spilling their goods, 
and assorted debris, and I ad
mire his task and vocation. He 
props up a large painting with 
Bible themes and images. He 
plays an old disk of "Kol Nidre" 
on an outdated Victrola. "It's 
kind of scratchy," he apologizes, 
but the music comes through 
full and rich, moving a nd stir
ring. And the picture promises 
great things to come from mind 
and palette. 

"Come back and bring ques
tions." Michael needs to find 
out why he follows the marsu
pials a nd the flying dinosaurs 
going over the gear from the 
sunken Titanic of the ticking 
away of the years, in search of 
lost time, Proust's pursuit of sto
ries among the pathways along 
the trail of the past. But it was 
the writer's own personal his
tory. Providence's sculptor is 
mulling the legacy of people he 
didn't know, events he didn't 
experience, in the new old world 
of mill towns coming back to life 
all around us. 

We drive back to my house, 
so that I can take up my day's 
errands and routine and find 
again my own quiet zone. But 
it's a very reassuring visit to the 
latest industry taki ng place. 
Above our rooftops there are 
a teliers, greniers, vast a ttics, 
brick and slate yards and con
crete alcoves, where young 
people are searching for forms 
and fables to take from our yes
terdays into thei r tomorrows. 

Leonard Nimoy 
(Continued from Page 10) 

guide proudly proclaimed about 
an eternal flame burning infront 
of a statue that "This flame has 
been burning without cease for 
over 300 years." But before the 
guide could finish, one 16-year
old tourist took his fingers and 
extinguished the flame and re
marked "Cool. That's that." 

CJP works on the vision that a 
modern Jewish community needs 
Torah, Chesed and Zedek. Barry 
Shrage, CJP president, said this 
vision emanated from the state
ments of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, -"A radical change has 
taken place in the social structure 
ofour community ... In the face of 
the economic misery of immi
grants, when saving human lives 
was a crying emergency, concen
tration on material aid was an act 
of supreme wisdom. However, 
our situation today is a spiritual 
emergency crying for moral and 
intellectual relief." (From "Moral 
Grandeur and Spiritual Audac
ity.") BysupportingTorahstudy 
throughout Boston, focusing on 
social justice issues and giving 
"kindness" baskets to poor Rus
sia ns in Boston's sis ter city, 
Denepopetrosk, Russia, CJP 
hopesto live uptoits loftiestgoals, 
as "keepers of the flame." 

Jerry Seinfeld Makes Wish 
Come True for Israeli Child 

by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JT A) 

When 13-year-old Eyal Bir spent 
most of last year at an Israeli 
hospital for treatment of acute 
leukemia, the ordeal was bright
ened by regularly watching the 
"Seinfeld" show. 

So when the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation, which fulfills the 
requests of children with Ii fe
threateningillne~, asked Eyal 
for his biggest wish, the answer 
was easy: to meet Jerry Seinfeld 
and watch him tape a show. 

Recently, Eyal's dream came 
true. 

Accompanied by his parents 
and a sister, he watched for more 
than three hours as the cast 
taped one of its last shows on 
the tightly guarded set at the 
CBS-TV studio. 

The climax came when 
Seinfeld himself walked over to 
the Bir fami ly for a brief chat. 

" It was great, I actually got to 
meet Jerry," Eyal said later. "l 
told him how much people in 
Israel liked his show and gave 
him a T-shirt which said, 'I Met 
Eyal Bir' in front and 'Jerry' on 
the back." 

Seinfeld, in turn, marveled 
tha t Israelis spoke such accent
free English, explained by the 

ATTENTION READERS 
AND ADVERTISERS! 
The Rhode Island Jeivish 

Hemld is prcpari11g for some 
iniportant upcoming events. 
We ask for the comm1111ity's 

assistance and contributions. 

Please send us any relevant 
stories, photos or 01lJfmized 

programs a11d press releases you 
may have for a11y, or 

all, of these issues: 

APRIL 16-
YOM HaSHOAH, 

HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE 

APRIL23 -
CELEBRATING 

SO YEARS 
IN ISRAEL 

Dcadli111: for all editorial and/ or 
ad\'cn ising material is due the r'rid :t)' 

bc!Orc each issui:. If you would like your 
m:,m:rials returned, please enclose a self· 

addressed, stamped envelope. Clearly 
label all pho tos and siories and include a 

con tact name, phone number and 
address with alt ma1erials and mail to: 

RHODE ISLAND 
JEWISH HERALD 

P.O . BOX 6063, 
PROVIDE NCE, RI 02940 
ATfN: SPECIAL ISSUES 

FOR QUESTIONS, 
CALL TARA AT 
401) 724-0200 

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED: 
To provide basic core for ado

lescent moles in your home and 
to assist in the development of a 
treatment pion. 

Ongoing support and train
ing provided. 

Position includes a base sol· 
ary and per diem. For more in
formation contact: Le-Ann Elgie, 
Homefinder, Family Resources at 
769-468. EOE 

fact that Bir's parents, Leo and 
Nettie, are both native New 
Yorkers who moved to Israel in 
1975. 

The Make-A-Wish Founda
tion in Israel, which scored a 
coup last summer when it ar
ranged a meeting between 
young Yoni Dotan and Presi
dent Clinton, almost despaired 
at the even tougher assignment 
of lining up Seinfeld. 

However, by pulling the 
right Hollywood strings, Lori 
Schaefer Bacher, the organiza
tion's Israel coordinator, got the 
green light two days before the 
taping. 

She notified the Bir family, 
then visiting relatives in New 
Jersey, and the following day 
they were on their way to Los 
Angeles. 

They were picked up at the 
airport by a limousine, housed 
in a I uxury hotel and even got to 
visit Disneyland, said Leo Bir, a 
dentist in Rehovot, which is near 
Tel Aviv. 

Make-A-Wish is an interna
tional volunteer organization, 
active in 14 countries. The Israel 
branch, known as Mishalat Lev 
and founded one year ago, has 
fulfilled the requests of 43 chil
dren during that period, Bacher 
said . 

Paige 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Although Paige believes that 
newly available medications have 
prolonged his life, he cautions 
others that they are not a cure. 

"Right now, a false sense of 
security is causing grave da n
gers," he said. "People must 
protect themselves, because at 
this point, we only have drugs 
that are postponing the devas
tation that AIDS causes. They 
are not eradicating it." 

Although his health renders 
his long-term plans indefinite, 
Paige plans to continue his work 
as an AIDS educator. 

"I deal with joy and tragedy 
as they come," he said. "I accept 
what is going on in my life, and 
I live it with extreme gratitude." 

r. 
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Ross-Simons, a leader in fine 
jewelry, china, silver and 
collectibles. seeks to hire Flexible 
Reserve Staff. You'll be working in 
our busy Call Center. Flexible 
hours Monday through Friday, 
8am to midnight and 8am to 8pm 
on Saturdays and Sundays. There is 
no phone solidtotion. 
Previous customer service o r 
telephone sales background a 
plus. Must possess exceptional 
communications skills, computer 
familiarity and the ability to deliver 
superior customer service. 
Interested candidates should 
apply in person Monday through 
Friday, 9am to 4pm. or fax resume 
to 401-463-8599. No phone calls 
please. 

ROSS - S IM O NS 
9 Ross-Simons Drive, 

Cranston, RI 02920-4476., I 
~ q,alOpporo,al<y Employo,. Mf/D/ ~ 

CLASSIFIED 
GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS AND CLEANING 
-30years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 3/5/99 

HELP WANTED 

CHILD CARE for infant twins in Cranston. 
Part-time leading to full-time. Start immedi
ately. Call 946-6536. 4/2/98 

PERSONAL CAREGIVER/COMPANION for a 
nice elderly woman du ring early morning and 
evening. Overnight available and live-in situ
ation is possible. Must be caring and respon
sible. Experience and references required. 
Class Box 1 4/9/98 

JOBS WANTED 

A&E CLEANING Finally affordable cleaning. 8 
years experience. Honest, reliable. 781-8002 
or 861 -7879. 4/2/98 

COMPANION, dependable caring - mature 
woman will care for elderly days, evenings 
overnight; excellent references. Call 231 -
3272. 4/16/98 

COMPANION - Reliable, caring. 13 years 
experience. Available all hours. Excellent ref· 
erences. Call 642-0070. 

KIOSHOW VENTRILOQUIST/MAGICIAN -
Birthdays, Bar Mitzvhas, etc. Fully interactive 
shows include comedy, kooky balloon ani
mals, funny face painting, mystical magic, 
music, and a visit from one or more zany 
animal friends. Call Mark (401 ) 461 -0073. 

4/2/98 

REAL ESTATE 

EAST SIDE, 125 GOVERNOR STREET -
Accepting applications for studio and 1-bed
room Federally Subsidized Apartments. Ap
plicants must be 62 years of age or older, and 
must meet eligibility requirements for the 
Section 8 Housing Assistance Program of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel
opment. Call Sonja at 331-2170 for iletails. 
OMNI/Ferland Property Management, Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 4/9/98 

SERVICES 

BOOK RESTORATION - Treasured books re
stored in bookcloth, imitation or real leather. 
Free quotations, reasonable charges. Call 
463-6045. 4/11/98 

FREE CASH GRANTS College. Scholarships. 
Business, Medical Bills. Never repay. Toll
Free 1 (800) 218-9000, ext. G-5308.5/8/98 

WANTTO BE RIO OF ARTHRITIS? Call Louis 
274-1533 or 544-7944. 4/9/98 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 
ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost S3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents each. 
Payment must be received by Monday at 4 p.m. 
prior to the Thursday when the ad is scheduled to 
appear. This newspaper will not, knowingly, accept 
any advertising for real estate which_is in violation 
of the R.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Tille VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our readers 
are herby informed Iha! all dwelling/housing ac
commodations advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 

The Rabbi Search 
(Continud from Page 4) 

have friends who are members 
of your synagogue, and have 
heard just the most glowing 
comments about you. Our fam
ily has discussed it at great 
length, a nd we've decided that 
you would be our first choice to 
officiate at our daughter's wed
ding. I hope you' re available on 
Saturday evening, June 17th ... " 

"Let me check my calendar. 
Why, sure, that date looks clear. 
I'd be happy to meet with the 
couple and discuss the possi
bilities." 

"That's wonderful. I'm so de
lighted that you'll be able to of
ficiate! I'll have them call you 

tomorrow. And... ah . . er ... 
rabbi ... What. .. um ... what did 
you say your name was?" . 

Rabbi Bob Alper is a stand-up 
comic and author of Life Doesn't 
Gel Any Better Than This. For 
informafion,call(BBB)G UFFA WS. 
Rabbi Alper is a Providence native. 

PAULENE JEWELERS 
Appraising • Bead Stringing 

Fine Jewelry Repair 

We Succeed where Others Fail 
(401 ) 274-9460 

r------------~ ------7 

CilSSiFitiiiS 1 

15 words for $3.00 • 1 2¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 
Address 

Phone 

No. Words Date(s ) Run _______ _ 

To Inc lude a box number, send an addltlonal $5.00. AU responses 
will be malled to the Herald via box number, and forwarded to c las• 
slfled advertiser. Payment MUST be received b~ Monday.afternoon. PRIO~ to 
the Thursday on which the ad is to appear. 10% d iscount g iven for ads running 
continuously for one year. I 

Th k V, RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I an 100. P.O. BOX 6063, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 02940 _J L _ _ _________________ _ 
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Israel's Oldest Known 
Synagogue Found by Hebrew 

University Archaeological Team 
The oldes t synagogue yet 

discovered in Israel has recently 
been excavated near Jericho by 
an archaeological team headed 
by Professor Ehud Netzer of 
th e Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem Institu te of Archae
ology . Netzer dates the 
synagogue's construction be
tween 75 and 50 B.C.E. 

The synagogue, which da tes 
to the period preceding the de
struction of the Second Temple 
in 70 C.E., is located within the 
complex of the Hasmonean 
winter palace, near Wadi Kelt. 

One of its most interesting 
features is a u-shaped bench 
which was used for ceremonial 
meals. Evidence of such mea ls 
in synagogues from the period 
before the destruction of the 
Second Templ e, has been 

known until now only from 
writings and ancient inscrip
tions. These ceremonial meals 
apparently had religious sig
nificance. 

"The importance of this 
synagogue lies in its antiquity 
and its direct connection with 
the Hasmonean monarch. To
gether with the synagogue ex
cavated in Gamla on the Golan 
Heights and historical sources, 
we have a clearer picture today 
of the nature and form of syna
gogues that existed in the land 
of Israel prior to the destruc
tion of the Temple,"Netzer ex
plains. 

The Hasmonean winter pal
ace was uncovered by Netzer 
25 yea rs ago. Excavations at 
the si te, which encompassed 
an area of some 12 1 / 2 acres 

The tua<)f tf on 
continues . .. 

For over forty years the tradition in 
Rhode Island Jewish families has been 
to serve the finest Kosher For Passover 
wines from TOWN WINE & SPIRITS. 
Enhance your holiday table with our 
extraordinary selection of kosher wines 
from fine vineyards throughout the world 

Calf,:oRnfa 
Weinstock 
Chardonnay 
Sauvignon Blanc 
White Zinfandel 
NapaGamay 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Gan Eden 
Chardonnay 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Baron Herzog 
Chardonnay 
White Zinfandel 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Mount Maroma 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Chardonnay 
Kllrlm 
Champagne 
FRance 
ffil1Jm! 
Chardonnay 
Merlot 
Abarbanel 
Chardonnay 
Gewurztraminer 
Merlot 

ltalN 
Bartenura 
Pinot Grigio 
Chianti 
Kedem 
PinotGrigo 
Chianti Classico 
Asti Spumante 
lsRc:iel 
Kedem 
Macon Village 
Beaujolais Village 
Gamla 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Sauvignon Blanc 
Yarden 
Chardonnay 
Gllkm. 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

TRabftfonal 
Manischewitz 
Carmel 
Kedem 

SpfRfts 
Carmel Rishon Brandy 
Slivovitz 
Sabra Coffee 
Sabra Chocolate Orange 

All of us at Town wish you and your family a joyous Passover. 
Elliott Fishbein 

179 Newport Avenue, East Providence 
401 -434-4563 Fax: 401-434-0230 
Delivery Available in Rhode Island 

All Major Credit Cards 

continued from 1973 until 1987 
and were resumed early this 
year. 

The synagogue is part of a 
building tha t is 28 x 20 meters 
in size, which included a small 
courtyard, a few rooms and a 
mikve (ritual bath) . The 
synagogue's hall was 17 x 11 
meters in size. The basilica
shaped hall had four rows of 
pillars parallel to its walls. The 
surrounding colonnades were 
set on a base 40 to 50 centime
ters higher than the center of 
the hall, crea ting in effect a 
bench all along the colonnades 
where the congregants sat. 

I'm Making Matzah! 
Esti Biss poses at Chabad-Jewish Community Center of 

Rhode Island's Matzah Factory. Herald photo by Yehudah A. Biss 

The en trance to the syna
gogue was from the small court
yard to the east. In the north
eastern corner of the hall was a 
niche cu t into the walJ , which 
may have been used to store 
scrolls of the Bible and other 
holy works. 

Bronx Zoo Adventure 

The synagogue was built 
during the reign of Queen 
Sa lome or one of her sons. 

The sy na gogu e was de
stroyed by an earthquake in 31 
B.C.E. together with all of the 
other Hasmonean structures at 
the site. The earthquake was 
described in the writings of the 
historian Flavius Josephu s. 
King Herod built another pal
ace atop these ruins in the latter 
part of the first century B.C.E. 

Bh~:':i 
VISIT OUR 

TWO LOCATIONS 

815 Hope Street 
274-3929 

Arcade 
Weybosset Street Side 

276-0325 

Lions and tigers and bears, oh 
my1 Looking for something ex
citing to do with the children 
during school break this year? 
On April 13 the 
Audubon Society of 
Rhode Island will 
take 48 persons in 
a comforta ble 
coach to New 
York City for a 
day at the Bronx 
Zoo. Besides being 
a fun-filled adven-
ture it will be an opportunity to 
expose your children to the in
credible diversity of life on this 
planet. Participants will have a 
rare opportun ity to have a 
guided walk through some of 

:J{appy -!Jt 
Passover 

Large Se[ection 
of :F[ora[ 

.9l.rrangements 
for Your Secler. 

.,,. ~~ I p ~ ~ 
~ttc)O,u,.;,e_ 1~1:IDl16. 

~I~ Sp?½?ft~ 
! Anti~ues 
~~ ,5how~a1e: 

~~Jo/lpml 8. 1998 

llA.M.- 4 f-? M 

v~'DeJtnfc n~~ 
!loota 6-,5w~~~-
Earty buya.s pr.zvicw-10,u.t $10.00uch

Admissionfs.00¢.u:I,.. 
With this a.d. admit .z at $4.,o ~h-

the zoos exhibits with a docent 
making this adventure not only 
fun but educational. 

Thetourwillleavethepark
ing lotattheAudubon 

Society's Powder 
Mill Ledges 
Wildlife Ref
uge in Smith
field at7 a.m., 

or at the Rt. 138 
park and ride off 1-95 
in Hope Valley, and 
return at 7 p.m. The 

fee for this program is $35 / mem
ber adults, $28/child and $40/ 
nonmember adult and $33/ 
child. The price includes trans
portation to and from New York 
and entrance to the zoo. 

For more information and to 
register for this program, con
tact Darryl Speicher at949-5454. 

International 
House Hosts 
Asian Dinner 

IntemationalHouseofRhode 
Island, 8 Stimson Ave., Provi
dence, invites the community to 
take part in a Taste of Asia fea
turing a Shabu, Shabu on April 
17 at6 p.m. Part of the even twill 
be a hot pot dinner of thinly 
sliced beef, vege tables, and 
broth that you'll cook right at 
your table. The meal will also 
include rice, vegetarian sushi, 
mango sorbet, and almond 
cookies. Seating is limited and 
reservations will be accepted on 
a firs t-paid basis by April 10. 

The fee for the event is $20 for 
members, $25 for non-members, 
and $15 for students. For fur
.ther information, or to make res
ervations, call In terna tiona l 
House at 421-7181. 

WA\..H.HARRIS 
FUR MAGIC I AN 

Master Furrier, 

or stole 

into the 
cuddliest 

fur/ hand-

knit sweater

jacket, reversible 

fur/ leather bom

ber, or fur-lined 

Bring in your furs for a 
complimentary consultation. 

(401) 821-6000 
64 1 BALD Hill ROAD. WARWICK, RI 

FURS SI 
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Passover Pointers 
"Why is this night different burned in the morning (biur 

from all other nights?" asks the chametz), yielding a household 
youngest child at the Passover ready for Passover. 
seder, held traditionally on the • The seder is the entire ser
first and second nights of the vice that takes place on the first 
eight-day festival. The evening two nights of Passover. 
includes fragments of philoso- • Thehaggadah tells the story 
phy, history, folklore, songs, of Passover and serves as the 
prayersofthanksgiving,mysti- guide for the seder. 
cism and of course, a festive • The seder plate, usually 
meal. Centered around the re- placed in the center of the table, 
telling of the exodus from holds the symbols of the holi
Egypt, Passover com memo- day: bitter herbs, egg, charoseth, 
rates the journey of the Jews parsley and shank bone. Bitter 
from slavery to freedom. Often herbs remind us of the bitter 
called the Festival of Freedom, lives Jews led as slaves; the egg 
Passover also celebrates the be- and the parsley symbolize re
ginning of spring. birth and renewal; thecharoseth, 

• No chametz (leavened a fruit-wine-nut mixture, repre
food) is eaten on Passover to sents the mortar used by the 
commemorate the swiftness Israelites to make bricks for 
with which the Jews left Egypt. Egypt's buildings;and the shank 
There was no time to allow the bone,substituted with a roasted 
bread to rise. Matzah, the ubiq- beet by many vegetarians, rep
ui tous Passover food, is bread resents the signal of the door
that was not allowed to rise. posts of Jewish homes to the 

• Spring cleaning is an inte- Angel of Death to pass over the 
gral part of preparing for the homes in fulfilling the tenth 
holiday. Kitchens are scrubbed plague. A new tradition adds an 
until they are spotless. Families orange to the seder plate. The 
search the house with a candle, tradi tion arose in response to a 
a feather and a wooden spoon heckler's call, "A woman be
for the last crumbs of leavened longs on the bimah (synagogue 
bread (bedikat chametz) the stage) like an orange belongs on 
eveningbeforePassoverbegins. , the seder plate," during a lee
The crumbs that are found are turegiven by Susannah Heschel, 

PA SSOVER G R EETINGS 

CUT-RITE 
CONCRETE CUTTING CORP. 

Wall Sawing• Road Sawing • Slab Sawing• Core Drilling 
Specializing in Door Openings 

Phone(401)728-8200 
Call DENNIS P. MELLO for Quote s 

a leader of the Jewish feminist 
movement. 

• Elijah's cup is placed in the 
centerofthetableand filled with 
wine, representing the modern 
hope for redemption, for the 
messiah. 

• At the end of the meal, the 
family eats a special piece of 
matzah set aside earlier in the 
evening called the afikoman, 
which symbolizes the paschal 
lamb sacrificed in ancient days. 
Children often "steal" this piece 
of matzah when it is set aside 
and receive a gift if the adults 
are unable to fi nd it later. 
"Afikoman" is the Greek word 
for the revelry after a banquet, 
and probably took on the mean
ing of dessert because it is the 
last piece of food eaten until 
morning. 

At the Seminary 
• On the morning before 

Passover begins, a giant barrel 
appears in the center of the 
courtyard. Faculty, staff and stu
dents toss in their last crumbs of 
chametz, and in a communal 
bi ur chametz ceremony, they are 
burned. 

• While it is customary for 
firstborns to fast in remem
brance of the .tenth plague that 
kil"led all firstborn Egyptian 
males, the fast is often ci rcum
vented with a siyyum, or small 
celebration following the 
completion of a section of study. 
This custom is followed at the 
seminary, where a group wi ll 
gather on the morning before 
Passover begins to finish study
ing a selected tractate of Tal
mud. 

Submitted by The Jewish Theo
logical Seminary, New York. 

l'ASSDVER GREETlNGS! 
FROM ••• 

EAST SIDE PHARMACY 
632 Hope Street, Providence• Phone 751 -1430, Fax 454-8096 

s E 8 

1 J~t-Ii · l'A ~ ;l','4 f: 1 •1~, ! J 
Serving the East Side for Over 21 Years • Providing Kosher Wines for Passover to Jewish Families throughout the Stole 

MOGEN DAVID CONCORD GRAPE .750 ml ......... .. ....... ... .. .. $2.39 

CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE WINE FROM OUR 
KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER SELECTION, INCLUDING ... 

WEINSTOCK CALIFORNIA VARIETALS: Chardonnay, Souvignon Blanc, White Zinfondel 
ABARBANEL FRENCH VARIETALS: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlo!, Beaujolais, White Gronoche, Gewurztraminer 

CARMEL ISRAELI VARIETALS: Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, White Zinfondel, Concord Grope 
GEORGE DUBOEUF Fren<h Beaujolais • MANISCHEWITZ ... All Your Favorites in Stock! 

TAKE YOUR BUBBE'S DISCOUNT! 
BUY 12 BOTTLES OF KOSHER WINE, GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF! 

••• OR, BUY 3 BOTTLES OF KOSHER WINE, GET A FREE 1 · LITER BOTTLE 
OF KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER POlAR SODA! 

PASSOVER ISSUE 

Sack 0' Matzah 
by Yehudah A. Biss 

Herald Editor 
I'm sitting at the seder when 

my brother-in-law stands up and 
heaves a sack o' matzah over his 
shoulder. He begins to slump 
around the table singing "Oy 
Yuchne-Oy!" over and over to 
a sad tune. He seems oppressed 

· or maybe he just needs a V-8. He 
goes back to his seat and hides 
the Afikornen. What? 

Yes, therearernanywaysJews 
celebrate the going out of Egypt. 
The Haggadah requires us to 
"feel like we went out of Egypt." 
Well, wedidn' t.Someofuscame 
from Russia and have had the 
experience of freedom of oppres
sion. But for the rest of us Ameri
cans - we employ other meth
ods to get us in the "mood" by 
acting like we' re actually leav
ing Egypt. 

Why is there a need for this 
symbblism? In order to appreci
ate something one must experi
ence it. In many Chasidic move
ments, the seventh day of Pass
over, the day of crossing the Red 
Sea, is an especially celebratory 
day. Rebbes make a tisch or 
frabrengen and a special dance 
is danced by the rebbe. Students 
take cups of water and pouriton 
the floor. (The water represents 

the Red Sea.) The rebbe then 
dances through the water -
walking over it as if to show the 
"crossing" of the sea. Adherents 
say that the rebbe envisions him
self actually in Egypt, crossing 
the Red Sea with Moshe. 

I've read that in Morocco, 
there's a custom to hold a vase of 
flowers above each person's head 
and circle it around as a sign of 
blessing while singing holiday 
songs. I know of some families 
who have someone dress up as 
Eliyahu (Elijah the Prophet) and 
wait by the door so when it is 
opened to let in Eliyahu, he pre
empts them and knocks. 

In Chicago one year, a Philli
pi no neighboronce picked, coin
cidentally, that moment to drop 
in and say hi . We invited him in 
and explained our surprise. 

Iranian Jews have a custom of 
playfully swatting each other 
withleekswhilerecitingDayenu. 

What these customs do is en
able us to "feel" the sages re
quirement, like we are going out 
of Egypt. One who feels op
pressed can appreciate freedom 
more. It helps us understand our
selves as Jews as well as makes 
us appreciate the freedom we 
have in America. Chag Kusher 
V'sameach. 

Kripalu Center in Lenox 
Holds First Passover Program 

The first days of Passover will be celebrated for the very first 
time at Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health in Lenox, Mass., from 
April 8 to 10 with meditative and interactive Passover seders, all 
the traditional foods along with the reading of the Haggadah. 
There will add itionally be a joyous celebration of the Sabbath with 
singing, dancing and Jewish meditation. Sunday morning will be 
devoted to personal exploration, reflection and integration of the 
Passover teachings. 

The program is designed to appeal to Jews of all affiliation and 
observance. In honor of Passover, the Kripalu kitchen is preparing 
a number of special Passover dishes. Special accommodations will 
be made for individuals requiring strictly kosher Passover food. 
The program is open to the public. 

The program will be facilitated by Mindy Ribner, C.S.W., the 
director ofTheJewishMeditationCircleofNewYork City. She has 
taught Jewish meditation and meditative Kabbalah for 14 years at 
synagogues, holistic health centers, and national conferences of 
Jewish learning. She is the author of the book The Gift of New 
Beginning and the soon-to-be-released book, Candle Light for the 
Soul, A Practical Guide in Jewish Meditation , Kabba/ah, and Personal 
Growth. For additional information and reservations, individuals 
should contact Kripalu at (800) 741-7353. 

WISHING YOU A 

BUTLE R 
HOSPITAL 

345 BLACKSTONE BOULEVARD, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02906 (401) 455-6200 

• 
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Passover Pedagogy 
What are the hot new pre

mises in general education? 
Among them are: 
l. Learning happens best 

when it happens communally 
2. Learners learn by doing 
3. Curiosity leads to ques

tions; questions lead to learning 
4. The best teaching appeals 

to diverse learning styles 
5. Educa tional experiences 

are heightened when lea rners 
wres tl e with the qu es ti o n, 
"What d oes it mea n to me?" 

Wha t is the source of this 
new-fa ng led, chi ld-centered 
ed ucational philosophy? 

John Dewey? Jea n Piaget, 
perhaps? Some contemporary 
ed uca tional thinkers like 
Howard Gardner or Ted Sizer? 

Though the answer is a ll of 
the above, there is a far older 
precede nt: the Passover sed er. 

How does trus philosophy 
relate to Passover? 

Consid er the seder as the 
parad igm for progressive edu
ca tion. Progressive education 
(and the seder) ad voca te teach
ing through engagement and 
creati ng lea rning environments 
that appeal lo a ll the senses. 
Progressive educa tion (and the 
sed er) rely on the use of ques
tions, preferably those of the 

child, to build on the learner's 
natural curiosity. Progressive 
education (and the seder) lead 
learners from the concrete to 
the abstract, from a reflection of 
the here and now to glimpses of 
the past and future . Progres
sive educa tion (and the seder) 
are inherently social, echoing 
the rabbinic dictum that the best 
lea rning takes place within a 
community. 

The sed er is a fa mily cer
emony that blends provocative 
ritua l, unusua l foods, age-old 
questions, and answers ta ilor
made for different learning 
styles to involve its participants 
ina colossal narrative of rescue 
a nd redemption. Its genius is 
while the rites, the questions 
and the story never change, each 
individual in each generation is 
swept up in thi s epic theater, 
constructing his or her own 
meaning. "In each generation, 
every individual shou ld feel as 
though he or she had actually 
been redeemed from Egypt" -
progressive educa tion at its fi n
est. 

Dr. Carol K. Ingall is assistant 
professor of Jewish education at 
The Jewish Theological Seminan/s 
William Davidson Graduate 
School of Jewish Education. 

Large Print Haggadah 
Available for Passover 

The Jewish Heritage for the 
Blind is an organization that 
publishes a nd d istributes large 
prin t and braille ma teria l on a 
complimentary basis, to the vi
sua lly impaired. By offeri ng in
d ividua ls with poor vision such 
publ ica tions as the large p ri nt 
Megila t Esther, Megila t Rus, 
Yorn Kippur Machzor, Rosh 
Hashana h Machzor, etc., they 
have managed to restore hope 
and happiness to ma ny who felt 
that they would never agai n be 
able to partake in the p rayer 
services they had long cher
ished . 

The lis t of publica tions avai l
able through the Jewish Heri
tagecontinues to grow, and cur-

rentlya largepri ntSfard Siddur 
is in the works. 

Once again, as in past years, 
the Jewish Heritage has made 
avai lab le t he la rge pri n t 
Haggadah, just in lime for the 
upcoming Passover holiday. In 
order to obtai n a copy, a letter 
from an eye-care specialist, veri
fy ing_ one's visual impairment, 
must be forwarded by mail, or 
faxed to their main offi ce. In 
ad dition, it is necessary to indi
ca te whether a Hebrew-only, or 
Hebrew /English Haggadah is 
being requested. The info rma
tion should be sent to: The Jew
ish Heritage fo r the Blind, 1655 
East 24th St., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
11229, fax : (718) 338-0653 . 

• Best Wishes For a Happy Passover 

.. 
AUBURN RADIO and TV CO. 
343 DYER AVENUE, CRANSTON, RI 02920 • (401) 944-2042 

Offering the Best 
Fine Wines • Beers • Spirits 

806 Hope Street • Providence, Rhode Island 02906 
Tel 401 -421-5760 • Fax 401-421 -SWAN 

E-Mail swanwines@aol.com -

-;=1.-e-e. Cl)e.L..,..,"'-'7 t.c --&...-t aide. ~ u~0 
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1998 Passover 
Book Round-Up 

. With the addition of a big
print Haggadah to its offerings, 
Kar-Ben, the publisher of the 
"ultimatecruldren's haggadah" 
now boasts "a haggadah for ev
eryseder table." The publisher's 
fir s t boo k, My Very Own 
Haggadah, is still the cruldren's 
haggadah of choice, with more 
than 2 mi ll ion copies in print. 

Ten years ago, Kar-Ben pub
li shed A Family Haggadah by 
Shoshana Si I berm an, with read
ings and activities geared to 
multi-generational fami li es. 
And lastyear,A Family Haggadah 
11, with a ll new commentary 
geared to pre-teens through 
adults, so ld oul its entire first 
printing. "Ma ny fami lies were 
looking for something different 
to use for the second seder," 
author Silberman explained. 
The new edition also has a full 
birkat hamazon, blessing after 
the meal. Both versions have a 
blend of traditiona l tex t, com
mentary, and ques tions and are 
popu lar with families, si ngles, 
s tudents, and seniors, as well 
as in terfai th communiti es. The 
books are attrac ti ve a nd rea
so nab ly pr iced , e nab ling 
groups to buy one fo r each par
ticipan t. 

A Family Haggadah II Big Print 
Edition was prod uced in re
sponse to many requests for a 
version usefu l to seder leaders, 
senior citizens, and people who 
are visually impaired. 

Kar-Ben's Passover !is l also 
includes storybook favorites 
such as the baseball ta le Matzah 
Ball, the rhyming classic Only 

Nine Chairs, Sammy Spider's First 
Passover, and The Mouse in the 
Matzah Factory. There areactivity 
and cookbooks and sturdy, col
orful board books for toddlers. 

For information or orders, caH 
Kar-Ben at (800) 4-KARBEN or 
visit Rhoda's Judaica in Provi
dence, 77 Burlington St. 

lllustrat<<d by Katl1erine j'1nus K.1l1n 

Joyous <Passover 

Vincent A. Cianci, Jr. 
Mayor of Providence 
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jjA Taste of Tradition'' at Passover 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 
After three years of hard 

work by a large group of dedi
ca ted volunteers a nd friends 
fro m Temple Ema nu-El, in 
Providence, their newest ere~ 
a tion, A Taste of Tradition was 
completed . The kosher cook
book was published last year 
and has been a success, nation
wide, ever since. More than 250 
origina l recipes, family heir
looms, have been compiled in 
this beautiful book. "Each 
recipe was tested and approved 
by Temple Emanu-El mem
bers," said Susan Froehlich, 
who spent a great amount of 
time editing the cookbook as 
well as creating fund raisers for 
the book. 

A Taste of Tradition, is unique 
in design and divided into easy 
to follow chapters s uch as 
"Soups," "Accompaniments," 
"Holidays," etc. The cookbook 
includes loads of recipes which 
create a variety of tasty dishes 
and contains special entries such 
as the original recipe for Mayor 
VincentCianci'sOwnMarinara 
Sauce! Each chapter is intro
duced with a full page photo of 
a splendid piece of artwork that 
can be found at Temple Emanu
El's museum. The cover is also 

d ecorated with several antique 
spice boxes tha t are housed 
w ithin the museum as well. "We 
have a good sampling of w hat 
the temple has," said Froehlich, 
as she explained that the deli
ca te spice boxes on the cover 
were symbols of the traditions 
found within the communi ty's 
own homes. 

The Holiday cha pte r d e
scribes each Jewish holiday, its 
sig nifica nce a nd s ugges ts 
menus a nd appropriate foods 
for each holiday as well. The 
cookbook offers two unique 
menus for Pesa ch as well as what 
to place on the sed er plate. The 
recipes for the menus, as well as 
other recipes, are conveniently 
found on the pages that follow. 
One menu for example, includes 
Sweet and Sour Meatballs, King 
David's Roas t Turkey with 
Ma tzah Mushroom Stuffing, As
paragus Bundles with Lemon 
Garlic Sauce and Fluffy Veg
etable Kugels. The Pesach sec
tion also includes several pages 
dedicated to desserts such as 
Orange Cocoa Brownies, Ba
nana Date Seder Cake and Al
most Chocolate Cheesecake. A 
TasteofTraditionincludessimple 
and detailed recipes, all trea
sures from unique people. The 
cookbook completes any Jew-

Catering By 

1=1 
And The Entire Staff 

EXTEND OUR BEST WISHES TO YOU 
AND YOURS FOR A JOYOUS PASSOVER 

1800 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 

(401) 738-5454 

36 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 
(617) 431-7666 

Call Monday-Thursday 9-5 pm • Friday 9-3 pm 
(401) 738-5454 or 1-800-262-2837 

Under the strict supervision of the Vaad Hakashruth of R.l. ~ 

Creating a blend of .. 
traditional values, contemporary 

thinking and genuine caring 

ish kitchen and makes the per
fect gift for a nyone who enjoys 
the art of cooking. 

To order a copy or find out more 
about the cookbook ,contact Temple 
Emanu-E/'s gift shop at 99 Taft 
Ave. in Providence, 331-1616. 

The following is a brief sam
pling of recipes from A Taste of 
Tradition: 

ASPARAGUS BUNDLES WITH 
LEMON GARLIC SAUCE 

Serves 8 to 10 
4 pounds asparagus 
1/ 2 pound margarine 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
2 Tbsp. plus 2 tsp. lemon juice 
4 Tbsp . rnatza meal 
Salt and fresh pepper to taste 

1. Tie asparagus in bundles 
of 6 or 8. Stearn until crisp and 
green. 

2. Simmer the margarine, gar
lic, lemon juice, matzah meal 
and salt and pepper together. 
Do not boil. 

3.· Po ur over aspa rag us 
bundles. 

Susan Odessa Froehlich 

TZIMMES 
Serves 10 

This recipe is totally fat free 
and very delicious. I like to serve 
it a t the Passover seder. It helps 
to lighten the meal. 

9 medium carrots, peeled 
1 pound) 
4 sweet potatoes (2 pounds) 
1 cup pitted prunes 

1 cup dried apricots 
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice 
1/ 2 cup freshly squeezed 

orange juice 
1/ 4 cup honey 
1 tsp . ground cinnamon 
1 1/ 2 tsp . orange zest 
1/ 4 tsp. salt 

l. Heat oven to 350°. 
2. Cut carrots into 2-inch 

pieces. 
3. Bring a large saucepan of 

water to a boil and lower heat to 
medium; add sweet potatoes in 
skins and cook for 20 minutes, 
adding carrots after 10 minutes. 
Drain in colander and set aside 
until cool enough to handle. 

4. Peel sweet potatoes and 
cut into I -inch chunks. Place in 
large bowl with carrots and re
maining ingredients. Mix well 
and put into 2-quart baking 
dish. 

5. Cover with foil and bake 
for 30rninutes, bastewithjuices 
after 15 minutes. 

Susan Odessa Froehlich 

PASSOVER LASAGNA 
Serves 4 to 8 

3 stalks celery, diced 
2 medium onions, chopped 
1 green pepper, chopped 
1 cup mushrooms, sliced 
1 pound hamburger 
3 cans to mato mus hroom 

sauce or 1 large jar of spa
ghetti sauce 

Salt, pepper and garlic pow
der to taste 

4 eggs, beaten 

Passover 
Greetings 

from 

RELIABLE GOLD 
1, 

., Antique and Unusual Jewelry, S ilver and China 

18 1 WAYLAND AVENUE at WAYLAND SQUARE 

4 sheets of matzah 
l. Sau te celery, onion, pep

per and mushrooms. Remove 
from pan. 

2. Brown the hamburger. 
Drain off the liquid. 

3. Add the vegetables to the 
hamburger along with th~ to
mato mushroom sauce or spa
ghetti sauce. Add salt, pepper 
and garlic powder and simmer 
for 30 minutes . 

4. Take the rnatzah and run 
them under water turning to do 
it on both sides. Do not soak 
rnatzah, just dampen. Lightly 
coat both sides with beaten egg. 

5. Place some hamburger 
mixture in bottom of9 x 13-inch 
casserole dish. Place two of the 
rnatzah on top of the mixture. 
Repeat the layers. Be sure to end 
with the meat mixture. 

6. Pour any remaining egg 
over the top layer. 

7. Bakeat350° for30minutes. 
Rosalind Bolusky 

SWEET AND SOUR MEATBALLS 
Serves 10 to 12 

The first time I prepared this 
was for Passover,and now this dish 
has become a family favorite. You 
can either serve this asa first course 
or a main dish with rice. 

3 pounds ground meat - . 
turkey, veal, beef, lamb, you 
ca n mix or use just one 

3 cloves garlic, crushed 
2 eggs . · 
1/ 3 cup rnatzah meal 
kosher salt 
pepper 
1 1/ 2 cups ketchup 
1 1/ 2 cups ginger ale 
1 small head cabbage 

(Continued on Next Page) 

Passover Greetings 

9lu/Jul'j~ 
RESTAURANT 
208 Wayland Avenue. 

Waylcmd Squcire. Providence 

421-2712 
Mike Rufful, Proprietor 

Happy Passover and Best Wishes Happy Passover 
from all of us at 

FROM 

Congressman Patrick Kennedy 
P AID FOR BY THE FRIENDS OF PATRICK KENNEDY COMMl1T66 - W ILLIAM 5AN8 ENTO j R., T REASURER 

- ~NEV/PORT 
~~FEDERAL 
':' SAVINGS BANK 

Serving the community since 1888 

100 Bellevue Avenue 
Newport, R.l. 02840 

(401) 847-5500 

1342 West Main Road 
Middletown, R.l. 02842 

(401) 847-9280 

121 Old Tower Hill Road 
Wakefield, R.l. 02879 

(401) 789-9200 

DEPOSITS INSURED BY FDIC 
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1. Mix the meat together with 
garlic, eggs, matzah meal, salt 
and pepper. Roll into small 
meatballs. 

2. Gently cook meatballs in 
ketchup and ginger ale on low 
to medium heat for 45 minutes. 
Let cool. Refrigerate overnight. 

3. Reheat on low to medium 
heat with shredded cabbage for 
approximately 1 hour. 

Tina Schiffman Odessa 

ORANGE COCOA BROWNIES 
Yields 21 

These brownies are moist and 
rich. They are especially delicious 
when made with Jaffa oranges. 

1/ 2 pound butter, oil or mar-
garine 

2 cups sugar 
4 eggs, lightly beaten 
2/3 cup cake meal 
1 cup walnuts, coarsely 

chopped (optional) 
1/3 tsp. salt 
3 to 4 heaping Tbsp. cocoa 
Grated orange peel from 1/ 2 

orange 

1. Melt butter or margarine 
and cool. 

2. Add ingredients in order 
given. 

3. Bake in greased 9 x 14-inch 
pan at 350° for 20 to 25 minutes. 

4. Cut into squares when 
completely cooled . 

Susan Odessa Froehlich 

ALMOST CHOCOLATE 
CHEESECAKE 

Serves 12 
One of the few tasty Passover 

desserts made without nuts. 

Oil for greasing pan 
Cocoa for dusting pan 
1 pound unsalted butter or 

margarine 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup and 2 Tbsp. strong coffee 
16 oz. bittersweet Passover 

chocolate 
8 large eggs 
1 (10-oz.) package frozen un

sweetened raspberries, 
thawed 

1. Preheat over to 350°. 
2. Grease and dust a 9-inch 

springform pan with cocoa. 
3.lnasaucepanoverlowheat, 

orina double boiler, melt choco
late, butter (ormargarine),sugar 
and coffee. 

4. Cool to room temperature 
and add eggs, one at a time. 
Pour into pan. 

5. Bake at 350° for 50 to 55 
minutes. (You can start at 350° 
and lower to 325° if it bakes too 
quickly.) 

6. Puree raspberries, or buy a 
pint of fresh ones, to decorate 
each serving. 

Carol Ingall 

Happy Ptu1Jover 
from 

DAILY BREM) 
188 Broadway 

Providence (401) 331-4200 
1255 Reservoir Avenue 
Cranston (401) 464-8028 

201 Wayland Avenue 
Providence (401) 331-1800 

483 Hope Street 
Bristol (401) 253-5005 
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Students Make Passover 
Popular Holiday in Russia 

by Lev Krichevsky 
MOSCOW (JT A) - Until 

1995, Alexander Vladimirov 
had never attended a Passover 
seder. 

"I knew absolutely nothing 
aboutPesach," said Vladimirov, 
a sociology major at the Jewish 

_ University in Moscow. 
Today, the 20-year-old is in 

charge of the Passover Project 
at the Moscow Hillel Center. 

And he's not alone. 
Vladimirov is just one of hun
dreds of young activists who 
have been trained to conduct 
Passover seders for the Jewish 
community. 

The 3-year-old project in
cludes an extensive network of 
seminars organized by Hillel: 
The Foundation for Jewish 
Campus Life, the American Jew
ish Joint Distribution Commit
tee and by the Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Family Founda
tion. 

This year, a special grant 
from the U.S.-based May and 
Samuel Rudin Family Founda
tion will allow some 400 Hillel 
activists - many of whom are 
participating in a seder for the 
first time - to conduct more 
than 500 seders in more than 
200 communities. 

The result: Passover is the 
most widely celebrated Jewish 
holiday in the countries of the 
former Soviet Union. 

During the few weeks before 
Passover, training seminars pre
pare student volunteers to con
duct the seders in areas as far
flung as Siberia and the Far East. 

Some of the seminar leaders 
are Israelis. But some are local 
students who led seders for the 
first time last year. Other teach
ers this year were expected to 
be North American Jewish stu
dents who would travel to the 
former Soviet Union to partici
pate in this project. 

The students who lead seders 
grew upintypicallyassimilated 
Soviet Jewish backgrounds, 
says Vladimirov, adding that 
before his first seder he knew 
more about Russian Orthodox 

holidays than about Passover. 
But after they receive train

ing, students know more about 
Passover than almost all mem
bers of local communities. 

Leading the seders is not al
ways easy. 

"We often come to a commu
nity, and people look at us as if 
we were aliens from another 
planet," says Masha Goldberg, 
a 21-year-old math student and 
a Moscow Hillel activist. 

Eugenia Mikhaleva, Moscow 
Hillel Center's executive direc
tor, says that the seders demand 
a combination of tradition and 
the students' creative innova
tions. Because of the special 
needs of the Jewish community 
in the former Soviet Union, for 
example, the seders are con
ducted throughout the week of 
Passover - in the morning, af
ternoon and evenings. 

Passover is the most 
widely celebrated 

Jewish holiday in the 
countries of the 

former Soviet Union. 

"Students try to apply differ
ent approaches to different au
diences. The elderly appreciate. 
more storytelling and Yiddish 
singing. Kids want to play, and 
a mixed gathering would be a 
grateful audience for a short 
performance based on the Pass
over s tory/ ' sa id Vladimirov. 

Wine is still scarce in many 
communities and students of
ten have to carry backpacks with 
Passover kits that include mat
zohs, bottles of wine and 
Haggadot, the book that guides 
people through a seder meal. 

"Ifwewanttogetridofvodka 
on the Pesach table, we should 
bring kosher wine," said 
Mikhaleva. 

Activists always have to call 
in advance to tell local commu-

nity leaders what should appear 
on the tables. 

"Usually, people come to eat, 
drink and talk. This isn't their 
fault. This is their understand
ing of a holiday. Our task is to 
cha nge this a ttitude," said 
Vladimirov, sounding like a 
Jewish activist in the West. 

"We are bringing a small 
revolution into these peoples' 
life. But we have to do it deli
cate ly, to introduce formal 
things step by step. 

Why do students whose ages 
range from 17to34joina project 
that requires a substantial in
vestment of their time and en
ergy? 

The reward comes in differ
ent ways. 

Students enjoy Jewish cama
raderie, traveling - and dig
gingdeepinto their Jewish roots. 
Mikhaleva said that the Pass
over Project is an effective way 
to recruit new people to Hillel's 
activities. 

For many, the participation 
in the Passover Project also rep
resents one of the first serious 
accomplishments in their lives. 

"This is one of the major tasks 
for Hillel - to give people an 
opportunity for self-realiza
tion," said Mikhaleva. 

Vladimirov remembers the 
first seder he conducted for a 
group of Jewish elderly in St. 
Petersburg. 

"They had not had seders 
since childhood and did not re
member much," he recalls. 
"Suddenly, I realized that I was 
only helping them to release 
their own memories." 

Happy Passover 
NARRAGANSETT 

LUMBER CO. 
All Types of 

Building Materials 
426 Smith Street 
No. Kingstown, RI 

294-9911 

EastsideMarketplace 
NEWPORT ~e PROVIDENCE 

181 Bellevue Avenue 'Y~ W:J 165 Pitman Street 
Newport, RI "1 Providence, RI 

(401)841-0559 (401)831-7771 

EASTSIDE MARKETPLACE 1998 PASSOVER ME_NU 
Order Now Through April 8, For Pick-up April 10, 1998 

G EFILTE FISH 
CHOPPED LIVER 

CmCKEN Soup w/NOODLES & CARROTS 

MATZOH BALLS 

ROASTED BRISKET OF BEEF W/PLENTY OF GRAVY 

ROASTED BONELESS VEAL W/MUSHROOM & HERB GRAVY 

ROASTED BONELESS BREAST-OF TURKEY W/HONEY·ORANGE GLAZE 

POTATO KUGEL 

FARFEL KUGEL W/VEGGIES 

CARROT KUGEL W/ORANGE & GINGER 
ROASTED VEGETABLE MEDELY 
STEAMED ASPARAGUS 

$1.99 EA. 

$5,99 LB. 

$2.99 LB. 

$7.49 DZ. 

$9,99 LB. 

$14.99 LB. 

$7,49 LB. 

$4,99 LB. 

$4.99 LB. 

$5.29 LB. 

$4.79 LB. 

$5,99 LB. 

ATM, AMEXCO, Discover 
Master Card & VISA Accepted 
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Let My 
People Eat! 

PASSOVER SEDERS MADE SIMPLE 

When we think of the Pass
over seder we picture a table 
surrounded by generations of a 
Jewish family sharing recipes 
that have been passed down, 
while they engage in customs 
that have always been a part of 
their lives. These days, there are 
many new faces around the 
seder table: young adults eager 
to establish their own Jewish 
customs, intermarried couples 
interested in learning new reli
gious practices, and those of 
other religions who enjoy par
ticipating in this holiday which 
is rich in heritage and tradition. 

Wi th these new faces come 
· many questions - and not just 
the ceremonial "Four Questions" 
- but queries such as What is 
the seder plate and where can I 
find one? What goes on theseder 
p la te? Are there traditional 
dishes for the festive meal? I 
know I can't serve bread, but 
what else is forbidden? Let My 
People Eat: Passover Seders Made 
Simple by Zell Schulman 
(Macmillan USA, April 1998, 
$27.50, hardcover) answers these 
questions and many more, bring
ing all of the Passover rituals and 
recipes to anyone's seder table. 

Schulman takes readers by 
the hand, offering a crash course 
in planning a seder. She pro
vides lis ts, explanations, and 
sources for everything from the 
ceremonial objects to stocking 
the Passover pantry. She de
scribes the many ways to pre
pare the seder plate, including 
recipes and explanations of the 

symboljc meanings of the tra
ditional foods,and shows cooks 
howtosetthesedertable.Keep
ing in mind the differing Jew
ish backgrounds as well as spe
cia l di e ts, Zell offers 
Ashkenazic, Sephard ic, and 
vegetarian variations for the 
traditional seder plate items. 

And , of course, there is the 
festive meal. Whether cooks are 
new to Jewish cooking, looking 
for more contemporary recipes, 
or restricted by special diet 
needs, Let My People Eat! has a 
menu to satisfy. 

The recipes offer easy-to-fol
low directions, are innovative, 
and so appealing, they'll be
come year-round dishes. At the 
end of each menu, Zell offers a 
complete shopping lis t and a 
schedule for preparing the seder 
meal inadvanceso the cook can 
sit and enjoy this meaningful 
holiday with fami ly and friends. 

In addition, there is a chap
ter on kosher wines a nd food 
pairings.Zell has even included 
a 10-year Passover calendar, a 
Passover pronunciation key 
and glossary, and ingredient 
substi tutions that are kosher for 
Passover. 

Zell Schulman is the author of 
two books, Something Different 
for Passover and Planning Per
fect Parties. She writes the column 
"The Modern Jewish Cook" for The 
American Israelite, is a food con
sultant for the Royal WineCorpora
tion,and is a frequent guest chef and 
lecturer on Jewish cooking for local 
television shaws. She lives in Cin
cinnati with her husband, Melvin. 

Happy Passover 

* 
from the 

FALL RIVER JEWISH HOME 
538 ROBESON STREET, FALL RIVER, MASS. 02720 

Benefits of Living at the 
Fall River Jewish Home 

Friendly, Family-like 
Atmosphere 

Kosher Meals 

Religious Services 

Small Enough to Make a 
Difference 

Smoke-free Environment 

24-hour Skilled Care 

Rehabilitative T herapies 

Short-term Recuperative or 
Respite Stays Welco me 

Intravenous and Central Line 
T herapies 

C lose to Hospitals and 
Medical Arts Centers 

Confidential Assiscanc.c wirh 
Financial Applications 

For more information or co arrange for a 
personal tour of our home, please call 

Beverly Noiseux, LCSW 

(508) 679-6172 
Conveniently located only 20 minutes from rrovidcncc 

PassoverSeder1964 
Photo courtesy of the. R.I. Jewish Historial Society 

Celebrating the Seder With 
Family And Flexibility 

The Passover seder differs 
from many holiday traditions 
for the religious ceremony cen
ters around the dining room 
table and the evening meals. 
Here the family ga thers to
gether to celebrate a holiday 
that is rich in ritual and filled 
with tradition. 

Because Passover is a family 
holiday at a time where many 
families no longer fit the tradi
tional nuclear family of mother, 
father and 2.5 children, it is an 

r 

opportunityforcreativesolutions, 
said Paul Segal, executive d irec
torofJewishFamilyService.Segal 
notes that many families are sepa
rated by geography and / or con
sist of the extended families that 
accompany divorce and remar
riage. For those who must bridge 
multi-relationships, he explains, 
the two seders held on the first 
two evenings of the eight-day 
holiday present options, oppor
tunities to gather family mem
bers and friends together. 

n 
OUR BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY 

AND JOYOUS PASSOVER 

L 

Barrett & Co. 
INVESTMENT SECURITIES 

Albert J. Benharris 
Gary S. Siperstein 

THE WILCOX BUILDING 
42 WEYBOSSET STREET, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

351-1000 

Segal said , "Passover is a 
coming together in celebration. 
For those absent for whatever 
reason, whether it be distance 
or a new family configuration, 
we urge people to be flexible. 
Single pa rents, stepfamilies, 
families of divorce have the op
portunity to establish their own 
trad ition for the holiday. 

"In our own fami ly, it was 
our tradition to go to my in-laws 
for the Passover seder. My fam
ily was always included. After 
our folks passed away, we took 
over. As our family grew, our 
seder grew. When our child ren 
were in college a nd invited 
friends, our table was fi lled with 
fami ly, extended family, friend_s 
of every reljgion and ethnicity." 

He emphasized that the open 
door is a major part of Passover 
and reminds us of the words of 
the leader who early in the seder 
evening states, "Whoever is 
hungry is invited to come eat 
with us. Whoever needs a Pass
over seder is welcome to join 
our seder." 

Jewish Family Service,a commu
nity social service agency, is located 
at 229 Waterman St. in Providence 
and may be reached at 331~1244. 

Wishing Alt{\ JoY.OU~~Passover 
/ 01' ·• \, !% 

MARVIN WILLIAM LAX 
COMPLETE FINANCIA L 'SERVICES 

(I] l Cons!;ting on :ife insurance, ; isability insurance, 
long term care,fstate planning, and complete investment 
plan1inf- IRAs, 401K plans, personal investing, etc, 

N , ; ~ 
335 Centerville Road W ar:wJcl{', Rhode Island 02886 
(401) '38!,2350 •jFAX (401) 736-5225 • E-mail: mwl@bdol.com 

Securities Offered Through Cada rel, Grant & Company, Inc. • Syracuse, NY• Member of N ASD/SIPC 
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Is Your Tux Ready 
For Passover? 

by Burton L. Visotzky 
Two thousand years ago, the 

rabbis were forced to invent 
the Passover seder. 

With the des truction of 
Jerusalem, Jewish Ii fe was over
turned: How could Jews no 
longer bring their lambs to the 
Temple for the traditional Pass
over sacrifice and then bring 
the meat home to eat with their 
families when there was no 
longer a Temple? The entire 
Passover ritual would have to 
beco me a home celebration 
without the biblica lly pre
scribed paschal lamb. The rab
bis looked to the surrounding 
cultures a nd found a n elegant 
solution: the symposium. 

the pauper on public assis
tance." 

The sages created this home 
celebration of Passover build
ing upon rituals mentioned in 
the Torah that were carried out 
when the Temple stood. Jews 
ate hors d'oeuvres,drank wine, 
cha tted about the meaning of 
Passover, all the while quoting 
the Bible to one another. Inter
es ting appetizers stimulated 
both the appeti te and the intel
lect. The rabbis added charoset 
(a sweet mixture of fruit and 
nuts representing mortar) to the 
biblical menu of bitter. herbs 
and matzah 

H e ll e ni stic society cel
ebrated the symposium for al
most a thousaHd years. It was 
the ideal Greek ba nquet-good 
wine, good friends, good books, 
good discussion. Indeed , from 
Pla to through Macrobius, sym
posia were recorded in Greek 
and Latin lite ra ture as the 
epitome of high-minded dis
cussion. Wha t better model for 
the rabbis to choose when cel
ebrating our freedom tha n the 
fanciest banquet tha t the sur
rounding civi li za tion had to 
offer? Indeed , in the Hellenis
tic world only the upper classes 
celebra ted the symposium. By 
ma king our seder a sympo
sium, the rabbis extended the 
privi lege of wealth "even unto 

The ritual of kiddush moved 
up to well before the meal, and 
then wine was served at the 
meal and after the meal. But 
more and more, as the seder 
bega n to resemble a cocktail 
party, albeit a literary one, the 
rabbis troubled to keep the tone 
of the evening intellectua l. They 
warn in the Mishnah tha t "one 
should not adjourn to the co
media ns following the meal." 

Celebrating Passover at Jewish Home for the Aged. Pltoto courtesy of the R.1. Jewish Historial Society 

The rabbis of old freely ac
knowledged that they were part 
of their surrounding culture. 
Indeed , the marriage of Helle
nism w ith biblica l Juda ism 
showed the way for the sur
vival of the Jewish people. The 
seder continues to speak per
fectly to us today as a model for 
our freedom not only then, but 
here and now. 

But it does make me won
der. If the rabbis chose such an 
elegant cocktai l party as the 
parad igm for their ancient cel
ebra tion of freedom, perhaps 
we should bow to their insight 
and our invitationsshould con
clude wi th those two words 
that symbolize refinement and 
luxury today: Black Tie. 

Rabbi Burton L. Visotzky holds 
the Appleman chair of Midrash 
and lnterreligious_ Studies. 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

MIGDAL 
KOSHER CHEESE 
THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN 

KOSHER CHEESE 
Under the strict Rabbinical supervision of 
K'hal Adath Jeshurun, Inc. - N. Y.C .. N. Y. 

Not just a cheese, a tradition . 
WORLD CHEESE CO., INC. • BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11232 

RHODE ISLAND DISTRIBUTOR: DAVIS DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Have a Joyous Passover 
Steven I. Cohen, M.D. FACS 

Arnold H. Herman, M.D. FACS 

East Side Surgical Group, Inc. 
Breast Health 

528 North Main Street, Providence, RI 02904 

421--3305 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 

~ 
from all of us at 

SCHRODER'S 
-= DELI AND CATERING =-

204 WILLETT AVENUE 
RIVERSIDE, RI 02915 

437-1610 

WE WISH OUR JEWISH 
FRIENDS & PATRONS A 

HAPPY PASSOVER · ,~!.!'~!~~ 
100 SABRA STREET 

CRANSTON, R.I. 
781-9693 
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Yetziat Mitzrayim 
by Yehudah Biss 

1:-lerald Editor 
"From the morning after they 

came to m y apartment, I 
couldn't sleep at night for three 
years without waking up," 
Gedalya Rapoport confessed. "I 
was afraid they could come into 
my apartment, while I was 
asleep and drag me away some
where." Having been visited by 
six KGB men (rather five identi
fied themselvesasKGBmenand 
had ID badges to back it up -
the last one called himself 
"Iva nov," the equivalent of 
Smith in Russian, and refused 
to supply any identification 
when asked) Genadi, as he was 
known in Russia, was terrified 
of any further encounter. They 
came in, all six, into his 10' by 5' 
apartment/studio, to confiscate 
his "illegal" materia l - his 
books. Having a "search war
rant" from the region's attorney 
general, the six men filled boxes 
with Gedalya's books, Chum
ashim, Mishnayot and other 
Torah-related works he was 
studying illegally with a friend 
also undet investigation, Aryeh. 
In fad, at that very moment, 
Aryeh was also being visited by 
KGB agents and boxes were be
ing filled. They weren't the only 
ones. Aryeh' s father and mother 
were also being visi ted and 
books confiscated. Altogether, 
they spent three hours trashing 
his small apartment, skinning it 
bear of its books and asking 
questions as Gedalya watched_ 
He tried reaching Aryeh to warn 
him, but his line was tempo
rarily disconnected . Calling 
from a nearby post office the 
next day, he spoke to Aryeh's 
wife and she was sobbing as she 
said, "They took him (to 
prison)." 

GedalyametAryehatasmall 
synagogue in Gorky, Russia. He 
came there to join a minyan for 
Yorn Kippur. In a room full of 
white beards, Aryeh ~tuck out 
as one of the younger members, 
so Gedalya approached him. 
Showing interest in learning 
Hebrew and his religion, 
Gedalya gladly accepted an in
vitation to spend a Shabboswith 
Aryeh and his wife. Gedalya 
lived two hours away from 
Gorky, where Aryeh lived, so 
he had to take some time before 
Shabbos to travel, by bus, to 
make it to Gorky before sun
down. He enjoyed his visit and 
made many more trips into 
Gorky, eventually joining a 
study group Aryeh was secretly 
coordinating. It was secret be
cause it was illegal to teach He
brew. 

Gedalya had a lot at stake 
going to t)-1ese meetings. To get" 
into medical school, he had to 
have high grades, a perfect com
munist upbringing, and had to 
find a school that would accept 
a Jew, as there were quotas on 
how many Jews universities 
could accept. (For example it 
was 1 percent in Kiev. Even if 
your grades were higher than 
any of the99 percentofothers in 
the university, because you were 
a Jew, you had to go elsewhere). 
And that'spreciselywhathedid. 
He grad uated from denta l 
school in 1983and was promptly 
sent to a small town, two hours 
from Gorky, where he served as 
the city's dentist, the only one 
for all 30,000 of its inhabitants. 
He made 120 rubles a month, 
theequivalentof$40,asGedalya 
puts it, "Enough to buy a pair of 
shoes." He worked from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., ate meals that were 
supplied by the hospital and 
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slept in his tiny apartment sup
plied by the government. He 
was to serve there fo r three 
years, whereupon the govern" 
ment would decide where he 
should go. The status of lieuten
ant-in-reserve was conferred on 
him upon matriculation in uni
versity. Tua~ was the only thing 
that kept him as well as other 
students, away from serving in 
the army, a place no one wanted 
to go, as Afghanistan became 
known for its tremendous death 
toll. Service there was a ticket to 
death. 

Every door was open in 
this poorly lit, damp, 

subterranean cellar, as if 
to intimidate Gedalya. 

This status caused him a lot 
of anxiety, when one day a man 
called him over and warned, " If 
you continue to join that group 
and study .Hebrew, you could 
be in a lot of trouble." Identify
ing himself, after scrutiny, as a 
KGB agent, Gedalya sent off a 
letterof complaint to the agency. 
"I did nothing wrong, I study 
Hebrew and Torah. Someone 
claiming to be from your agency 
(KGB) warned me of problems 
if I continue to go to this class. 
Why?" Never receiving an an
swer, he soon became aware of 
people following him. He is sure 
the room they studied in was 
bugged. In fact, he said, many of 
the participants in the class were 
undercover KGB spies. He sus
pected as much, as he could tell 
who was sincere and who 
wasn't. Those agents, he said , 
weren't afraid of the KGB as 
much as those who were sin
cere. One of the sincere students, 
years later, when questioned 
about his involvement with the 
group, collapsed under intense 
inte rroga don. A couple of 
months after he was released, 
he had a nervous breakdown 
and was ins titutionali zed. 
Gedalya said he always had a 
fear that behind every corn~r, 

across every street, someone was 
watching his every move. He 
felt utterly insecure and unpro
tected. Then "Ivanov" showed 
up at his door. 

This time "Ivanov" handed 
him a document, a subpoena, 
directing him to appear at the 
local KGB headquarters for in
vestigation. The next morning, 
he left to take a two-hour ferry 
to the KGB office. Showing up a 
couple of minutes early, he no
ticed the name of the street he 
was walking on. Varabilov St., 
named after the first head of 
KGB in 1917. Gedalya thought 
it ironic, for his real name was 
Gregory Katz, and presumably 
Jewish. And here he was wait
ing for interrogation about a 
group of Jews studying Torah. 

He was led down a basement 
corridor in the KGB office that 
showed other interrogation cells 
where the white tiles were 
stained with blood. Every door 
was open in this poorly lit, 
damp, subterranean cellar, as if 
to intimida te Gedalya. The man 
who had warned him years be
fore about which Gedalya com
plained to the KGB, sat him 
down in a wooden chair when 
"Ivanov" came in. He laid out a 
tape recorder and proceeded to 
ask Gedalya to testify against 
Aryeh, against whom the gov
ernment was making a case. 
Gedalya knew what he could 
say, legally, without getting . 
Aryeh into trouble. Years be
fore he studied a book written 
by a Russian dissident who stud
ied Russian law a nd wrote of 
ways in which one can respond 
to KGB agents, yet avoid in
criminating oneself. 

Because of this, the two 
agents recognized his reluctance 
to testify against Aryeh. They 
warned what was to come: 1) 
His membership in Consemol, 
a mandatory Communist youth 
group would be revoked. Ev
eryonewho lives inRussia must 
be a member and his status as a 
dentist is predicated on a cred
i~le Consemol membership. 
Basically, Geda lya would be 
made into a pariah. 2) A news
paper would do an article about 
him casting suspicion on his 
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character and work ethic. This 
was done to further embarrass 
hiin and publicize it, as readers 
from Ukraine to Siberia would 
know what a "bad" person he 
was. 3) His status as lieutenant 
in 'reserve would be revoked. 
He would be sent to the army. 
This interrogation began at 9 
a.m. and lasted until 2 p.m. 
Gedalya took a 10-rninute break 
and had a drink of water to 
freshen himself up. That would 
be the only nourishment to en
ter his body that day, as he .was 
returnep for more interrogation 
at 2:10 and stayed until 8 p .m. 

Let out, Gedalya made his 
way back to his apartment, then 
received another "subpoena" 
three days later. This time the 
interrogator wanted Gedalya to 
see a movie. Gedalya wouldn' t 
budge. He was not going to find 
out what this guy really had in 
mind. Again the same questions 
and threats, but this time itonly 
lasted two hours. Another three 
days later he was called back to 
write and sign statements writ
ten for him regarding the up
coming trial against his friend 
Aryeh. He refused to sign the 
pre-written statements. He did 
have the chance to slip in a few 
words of encouragement for 
Aryeh in the statements he did 
write. One example: "In the 
place where there is no man to 
do the job, be the one to do it," 
based ona famous Jewish apho
rism. He signed his name to 
those statements he believed to 
be truthful and weren' t made 
up by a KGB agent. Until now, 
he was worried he might be 
forced to testify something he 
didn't believe, and was relieved 
to have been able to sign his 
own statements. 

A couple of months later, 
after Aryeh had been sentenced 
to three years in prison (based 
on the evidence from the passed
out student mentioned earlier), 
Gedalya was called to a gather
ing of theConsemol. A group of 
20 members were gathered 
arounp and one spoke to ask 
him questions of his involve
ment with Ary eh. "Why do you 
read theological books? You 
should read Marx," he com
mented. He couldn' t under
stand whyGedalya had insisted 
on pursuing the study of Torah 
and learning Hebrew. He then 
required Gedalya to put his 
membership card on the table 
and leave. It was there that 
Gedalya was accused of many 
things from distributing Zion
ist literature to promoting books 
like Ex0dus, banned at that time 
in the U.S.S.R. Soon, the ·next 
level came- a reporter came to 
interview him to "get the truth." 
What followed was a cascade of 
embarrassing encounters with 
patients at the hospita l he 
worked at. Then, the Veterans 
ass.embly called him to their of
fice, where he was told he was 
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Yetziat Mitzrayim 
(Continued from Previous _Page) 

stripped of his- li eu tenant-in-re
serve sta tus and would need to 
report to the army eventua lly. 
Because he could n't clearly be 
convicted,astheyonly had mini
mal evidence of wrongdoing, 
he was "bribed" by "patients." 
In Russia, a dentist doesn' t get 
paid by his patients, and if a 
customer decides to give him 
some form of compensation, it 
is considered a bribe and he 
could be thrown in jail for its 
acceptance. Gedalya made sure 
to turn down the many bottles 
of vodka he was offered. He 
conti nued to be wary of the 
events surrounding him. Pa
tients would treat him differ
ently and ask him questions, 
even his dental hygienis t was 
ta lking one day to a KGB agent 
in his office. This caused him a 
grea t deal of stress. He fini shed 
up his three-year commitment 
and d ecided to go home, to 
Berdichev (in Ukraine). 

head of the Communist party, 
theministerofdefense, to which 
there was no reply. He went 
back home to his father,a Wor1d 
War II vet and asked him to use 
his connections in the mi litary 
t9 do something. He was suc
cessful, mainly because the 
military hated being dictated 
to by the KGB and didn' t want 
to be their punisher. Geda lya 
was let go and matrictilated in 
a Lubavitch Yeshiva in Mos
cow, which was by now (the 
beginning of the Glasnost era) 
partially legal. 

Some time later, Aryeh was 
released , Gedalya the n went 
back to Russia to see him and 
began to set up another study 
group. A week la ter, a ma n in
formed Gedalya that he was to 
show up for military duty. He 
quickly mad e an appointment 
with the head of military opera
tions in Chidowlovsk to ask for 
a reprieve. The officer didn' t a l
low it and he then assig ned 
Gedalya to serve in Afghani
stan. That meant sure death. He 
then traveled to Moscow and 
wrote letters to the Kremlin, 

Not too much later, Gedalya 
needed to hide his Haggadah 
with someone. He gave it to a 
fri end of his who seemed inno
cent enough, only to be turned 
in to the KGB. It seems this 
"fri end " had been a KGB agent. 
That Haggad ah was hi s las t 
straw, however, as it contained 
commentary comparing ancient 
Egypt, its slave-like service a nd 
closed borders, to the U.S.S.R. It 
talked hi ghly about Ana toly 
(Natan) Sharansky and Yosef 
Begun, refugees and Gulag pris
oners. Even Peres troika a nd 
Glasnost couldn' t ha ndle that, 
he was asked to leave. It was the 
biggest re li ef of his Ii fe. 

Jewish Home For Aged, Passover seder March 31, 1961. 
Photo courtesy of the R. l. Jewish Historia/ Society 

Gedalya thought he would 
live to see Israel, maybe when 
he was 70. He did even earlier, 
as he emigrated to Israel upon 
leaving Russia . He now lives in 
Providence. His s tory is one of a 
true "Yetziah," leaving from 
Egypt. 

Shari's Passover Surprise 
For everyone who enjoyed 

the Shari Lewis holiday video, 
"Lamb Chop's Special Chanu
kah," Youngheart Music con
tinues the di s tr ibution of 
"Shari 's Passover Surprise." 
This hourlong video, which stars 
Lamb Chop®, Hush Puppy™, 
and Charlie Horse™, and fea
tures Dom Deluise, Robert 
Guillaume, and Alan Thicke, 
celebrates the story of Passover 
and all the traditions surround
ing the Jewish holiday. 

DURING HIS TIME in the Lubavitch Yeshiva, Gedalya (in 
middle with hat) started learning groups for younger Russians 
like this one. Photo courtesy of Ge.ta/ya Rapoport 

Through dancing and the 
singing of such origina l songs 
as "I Love Matzah," "Why ls 
This Night?" and ''The Seder 
Plate," "Shari's Passover Sur
prise" introduces young view
ers to the story of the Ten Plagues 
and theExodusofthe Jewsfrom 
Egypt, as retold each year at 
Passover. While Charlie Horse 
convinces Dom De Luise to cook 
the entire seder dinner (matzah 
balls instead of meatballs!), 
Lamb Chop rehearses the Four 
Questions, and Hush Puppy 
practices sniffing out the hid
den matzah (Afikomen) with his 
superior doggy nose . 
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"Shari 's Passover Surprise" 
was originally re leased by 
Young heart Music in the spring 
of '97, and between the video 
and TV special, has garnered a n 
astonishing eight awards. 

"Passover is the oldest festival 
we Jews still observe," said Lewis. 
"For3,000yearswehavegathered 
around the seder table so our chil
dren could hear the story of our 
escape from slavery and under
stand the meaning of Passover 
traditions. We believe this video 
will help chi ldren of all ages and 
faiths to appreciate the diversity 
of traditions and cultures that are 

a part of their world." 
Added Youngheart Music 

genera l manager Jim Recor, 
"Like all of Shari 's projects, this 
video does a grea t job of enter
taining and educating, explain
ing Passover in a way that is 
easy for kids to understand ." 

"Shari 's Passover Surprise" 
is perfect for ages 4 and up, and 
has a suggested retail price of 
$14.95. The video is available 
wherever qua Ii ty children's vid
eos are so ld, or can be ordered 
by ca lling Silo/ Alcazar at (800) 
541-9904 or Rounder at (800) 

.443-4727. 
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Year-Old Magazine Aims 
to Catalyze Polish Je1Nry 

Prato Haggadah Spain, circa 1300. 
Pho"to courtesy of Jewish Theological Sem inanJ 

BEST WI SH ES 

FOR A 

FROM 

LI NCO LN CHAFEE 

M AYOR OF W ARWICK 

by Ruth E. Gruber 
ROME (JT A) - Why is 

Midrasz magazine different from 
all other Jewish publications? 

Because Midrasz is the only 
Jewish monthly published in 
Poland -and because this Pass
over it is celebra ting its first 
birthday. 

This first year has seen 
Midrasz grow from an optimis
tic experiment into a respected 
journal that publishes provoca
tive new articles, commentary, 
cultural essays, poetry and fic
tion each month. 

With a print run of 2,500, it 
reaches a significant proportion 
of Poland's emerging Jewish 
community and is fast becom
ing that community's most im
portant voice. 

'Tm a great believer in 
Lenin's maxim that a newspa
per is a grea t collective orga
nizer," Konstanty Gebert, 
Midrnsz's editor in chief, said in 
an interview. 

"We' re trying to get this Jew
ish commu nity together again. 
There is no one single Jewish 
institution in Poland today to 
which all Jews ca n relate with
out problems," he sa id. 

Gebert, 44, wou ld like 
Midrasz, pronounced "M.idrash" 
to be such an institution. 

"We don' t tell people in what 
way they shou ld be Jewish, or 
even that they ought to express 
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their Jewishness at all," he said. 
"We simply want to show them 
that Jewishness is something so 
interesting they'll be sorry to 
miss it!" 

Poland has seen a surge of 
Jewish activity since the fall of 
communism, as hundreds if not 
thousand s of people have 
stepped forward to reclaim Jew
ish roots in the new atmosphere 
of religious freedom. 

Midrasz - Hebrew for "com
mentary" -was launched with 
a generous grant from the New 
York-based Ronald S. Lauder 
Foundation, which has spon
sored numerous educationa l 
and other programs for emerg
ing Jews in Poland, but the 
magazine is Gebert' s brainchild. 

A longtime Jewish activist in 
Poland and a well-known un
derground militant in the anti
Communist Solidarity move
ment of the 1980s, Gebert quit 
his job as foreign correspondent 
and co lumni st at Gnzetn 
Wyborcza, Poland's largest cir
cu lation daily, to take the helm 
at Midrnsz. 

"I was waiting for yea rs for a 
decent, Polish-language Jewish 
magazine to appear so that 1 
could write for it," he said. "It 
eventually dawned on me that 
if I didn't create one, 1 wouldn ' t 
have one." 

Gebert works with a staff of 
five in a one-room office at 
Warsaw's bustling Jewish cen
ter, loca ted nextdoortothecity's 
only synagogue. 

Staff members-like the con
tent of the magazine - reflect 
the diversity of the new Polish 
Jewish community. 

"I'm religious, the rest of the 
staff is secular," said Gebert. 
"We're divided about Israeli 
politics, with both Likudniks 
and Labor supporters present. 
We are divided in the strength 
of our Zionist commitment, 
from a strong commitment to a 
very strong Diaspora identity. 

"So it would be very hard to 
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nail us down," he said. "But 
we don' t want to be nailed 
down. Wewanttobeasplural
ist as possible." 

Midrnsz' s analyses of the To
rah are popular with its read
ers. "We want to reintroduce 
the habit of talking [about] the 
Torah, making it again a living 
presence in peoples' lives," 
Gebert said. 

But the magazine does not 
shy away from controversy. 

A cover story on kashrut in 
Poland produced a strong re
action. The issue also revealed 
kashrut problems at a restau
rant that advertises itself as ko
sher. 

Another story, on Jews w ho 
converted to Christianity-an 
issue of some importance in 
Poland, where thousands of 
Jewis h war orphans were 
raised as Catholics by foster 
parents - provoked criticism 
from some Orthodox circles. 

"We want to generate con
troversy," Gebert sa id. "We 
want to show that Jewishness 
is not a ll Shoah, anti-Semitism 
and "Fiddler on the Roof." We 
have no fear of running out of 
new ideas." 

Midrnsz also devotes a lot of 
attention to Jewish life in neigh
boring countries, and its liter
ary section has attracted the 
Polish Jewry literary eli te. 

But the fact that the maga
zine is solely in Polish has alien
ated some Yiddish speakers 
among the generation of Holo
caust survivors, and its atti
tude toward Orthodoxy has 
irritated the Orthodox chief 
rabbi. 

"We are being read. We are 
being argued about," said 
Gebert. "And if someone de
cides not to read us anymore, 
that means he cares about his 
version of Jewishness so much 
that he will not stand ours. 
From a Jewish perspective, 
that's not so bad." 

Gebert's strategy seems to 
be working. Sales are growing 
at a modest if steady rate, and 
the first ads have appeared. 

"This is important in a coun
try where associating oneself 
withJewishundertakingsisnot 
necessarily good for business," 
Gebert said. 
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Bloomingdale's 
Passover Sales 
Help Ethiopian 
Youth in Israel 

by Susan Jacobs 
NEW YORK (JT A) 

Bloomingdale's is joining the 
ranks of Jewish philanthropy. 

The retailer plans to donate a 
percentage of its Passover mer
chandise sales to a fund tha t ben
efits Ethiopian Youth in Israel. 

The United Jewish Appeal 
fund provides educational as
sista-nce, hot lunches, socia l ac
tivities and enrichment pro
grams about Israeli culture. 

void" in assistance to Ethiopian 
iJnmigra n ts. 

"This is a unique opportunity 
to stimulate federations and 
communities around the coun
try," he said. 

The plan to work with 
Bloomingd ale's came a fte r a 
January concert in Philadelphia 
celebrating Israel's jubilee. 

The joint endeavor between 
Bloomingdale' s and the UJA is 
part of the celebra tions marking 
Israel's jubilee this year. 

Th e Jewis h Fed era tio n of 
G rea te r Philadelphia was a l
read y working w ith Bloom
ingdale's on a loca l basis. The 
organizers of the Israel a t 50 cel
ebrations decid ed tha t the pro
gram would make sense on a 
na tional level. 

Temple Beth Israel, Providence, with Rabbi Jacob Handler, 1965 seder. 

The Bloomingdale's initia tive 
provides "tremendous vis ibility 
and exposure" for the celebra
tions, said Ron Friedman, co
director of the Is rael a t 50 Anni
versaryCommittee,joiJ1tlyspon
sored by the UJ A and Council o f 
Jewish Fed era tions. 

From March 20 to Apri l 13, 
Bloomingdale' s 22 s to res across 
the country will sell mezuzohs, 
sed er pla tes, Passover food and 
candy, as well as commemora
tive items for the 50th anniver
sary of Israel. 

Ten percent of the proceed s 
will be donated to the project. 

Friedman said the program is 
designed to "address a g rowing 
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Aaron J. Oster 
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In add ition to ra ising money 
to help Ethiopian youth, the pro
g ram w ill raise awareness that 
this year is Israel's jubilee. 

The Salty Taste of Sweat and Tears 
"It is very important that the 

country is sensitized tha t Israel 
is 50 yea rs o ld ," sa id Arlene 
Ka u fma n, co-chai rman of the 
Israel a t 50 Anniversary Com
mittee. 

She sa id that m add ition to 
celebrations in American Jewish 
communities, many non-Jews 
ha ve contrib uted fund s fo r 
Israel's 50th anniversa ry. 

"We tend to fo rget that Israel 
belongs to the world, not jus t the 
Jews," she said. 

Salt water makes an ea rly 
appeara nce at the Passover 
seder. One of the first rituals of 
the even ing is d ipping the 
karpas (a vegetable, usually 
green and o ften parsley) in salt 
water. While this custom orig i
nated to arouse the interest of 
the child ren a t the table, the salt 
has acquired a wealth of sym
bolic meaning. 

Salt is most commonly asso
ciated with the sweat and tears 
of the enslaved Is raelites in 
Egypt. Participants in the seder 

,. 
~ 

Ocean State Label & Tag 
455 Warwic k Industria l Dr., Warwic k, RI 02886 

401 /732-9499 

The Perlers - Bonnie, Sandy, Gary, Loren and Amy 

:t°0 
Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 

0 °C 
from all of us at 
Joe Marzilli's 

OLD CANTEEN 
Italian Restaurant 

120 Atwells Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401) 751-5544 

Best Wishes for a 
Joyous Passover 

Jeanne Stein and the 
Party Warehouse Staff 

310 East Avenue 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 

"relive" the Exodus from Egypt 
- the sa lt enables us to taste the 
Is rae lites' sorrow, just as the bit
ter herbs eaten later in the ser
vice enable us to taste their bit
terness. 

Salt is a lso a purifying agent. 
As the Israelites passed thro ugh 
the sa lty Red Sea, they were pu
rified. An d as we relive this his
tory, we, too,are cleansed . [This 
interpre tation re lies on the 
power not only of purification 
through salt but also purifica-

tion through immersion.] 
Just in case you were won

dering, usually the karpasissaid 
to represent spring, the season 
of rebirth, renewal and freedom. 
And yes, salt water does make 
another appearance. Many fami
lies have the custom of begin
nmg the meal with hard-boiled 
eggs d ipped in salt water. 

Hag sameach (Happy holi
day). 

sr:ibmitted by the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary, New York. 

Belmont Fruit 
"uncompromising quality" 

* FEATURING THE FINEST * 
Fresh Vegetables • Fancy Fruits• Farm Fresh Eggs • Freshly Squeezed Orange Juice 
Freshly Baked Goods • Fresh Pasta • Specially Foods • Seasonal Plants and Flowers 

Wholesale delivery service 7 days to area restaura111s and inslilutions 

Happy Passover! 
783-4656 • Belmont Shoppers Park, Wakefield • OPEN EVERY DAY 

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM 

DORIC DAY SCHOOL 
NURSERY & KINDERGARTEN 

145 PONTIAC AVE NUE, CRANSTON 02910 

941 -6051 

ACCR EDITED BY R , 1. B OARD OF EDUCATION 
STATE LICENSED 

<Passover Greetings . 

ALAN G. WOLFE 
CERT IFIED P U BLIC A CCOUNTANT 

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

2253 Pawtucket Avenue • East Providence • Rhode Island 029 14 
(40 1) 438-4330 FAX (40 1) 434-25 16 

I 
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Preparing the Passo,rer Table 
Adjusting Daily Recipes to Create 

Tasty Seder Meals 
by Naomi Arbit 

BAYSIDE, Wis. (JTA)- Passover marks the exodus of the Jews 
from Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. Celebrated for eight days, 
it always begins at sundown followed by a seder dinner. 

Your seder menu can have a balanced mix of traditional as well 
as contemporary selections. 

Adapting a recipe for Passover use: 

Instead of: 
bread crumbs 
graham cracker pie shell 

flour or cornstarch for 
thickening gravy 

1 cup flour 

1 tsp. baking powder 
1-ounce square baking 

chocolate 

flavoring extracts 

1 cup confectioners' sugar 

1 cup light cream 

1 cup heavy cream 

alcoholic beverages 

Substitute: 
Matzahmeal 
Passover cookie or cake 
crumbs; matzah meal, 
coconut 
use half the amount 
of potato starch 
5/8 cup potato starch, 
matzah cake meal or 
combination of both 
Passover baking powder 
2 Tbsp. cocoa plus 1 Tbsp. 
vegetable oil; Passover 
chocolate 
Passover extracts, 
lemon and orange juice, 
Passover brandy 
1 cup granulated sugar, 
pulveri zed in a blender 
a nd sifted togethe 
with 1/ 2 tsp. potato starch 

7 /8 cup milk plus 
2 Tbsp. melted butter 
for cooking only 
3/ 4 cup milk plus 1 /3 cup 
melted butter -
for cooking only, not whipping 
comparable Passover variety, 
fruit juices or bullion, 
depending on type of recipe 

MR. and MRS. 
IRVING A. ACKERMAN 

and family 
Wish all their Relatives and 

Friends a 
Happy and Healthy Passover 

PRIVATE FUNCTION 
ROOM AVAILABLE 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 

738-9861 

Dest· "7'ishes 
lora 

Happy 
Passo-ver 

• • 
STARKWEATHER & SHEPLEY, INC. 

and 
MORTON SMITH INC. 

ZUCCHINI CREOLE 
IO medium zucchini, sliced in 

1 / 2-inch chunks 
1/ 3 cup vegetable oil 
2 large onions, minced 
2 green peppers, chopped 
1 / 2 lb. fresh mushrooms, 

sliced 
1 clove garlic, minced 
2 green onions, snipped 
1 1/2 cups canned tomatoes, 

drained 
salt and pepper to taste 
1/ 2 cup sugar 
3 drops Worcestershire sauce 

Saute the first 7 ingredients 
in a frying pan for 15 minutes, 
stirring. Add remaining ingre
dients; cook IO minutes more. 
Prepare ahead of time and re
heat if desired. Serves 8. 

SALMON PASTA 
12 oz. Passover nood !es, 

cooked 
1 14.5 oz. can sa lmon (or see 

note below) 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 small green, red or yellow 

pepper, chopped 
1 clove minced ga rlic 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
214-oz. cans whole peeled to

matoes 
1 tsp. oregano 
salt and pepper to taste; pinch 

of salt 
grated cheese of choice 

In skillet, combine oil, onion, 
pepper and garlic. Saute until 
vegetables are tender. Add to
matoes, oregano, sugar, salt and 
pepper; bring to a boil for 1 
minute. Reduce hea t and sim
mer for IO minutes. Add drained 
a nd chunked salmon to sauce 
and heat through. Serve warm 
over the noodles. Top with 
grated cheese. 

Note: If using fresh salmon (4 
oz. fi llets), bring 1 quart water 
and 1/ 4 cup whi te wine to boil 
in a skillet. Add salmon; cover 
and simmer about 5 minutes 
until d o ne. Using s lo tted 

spatula, remove fillets and place 
on top of noodles. Garnish with 
sprigs of fresh parsley. 

VEGETABLE QUICHE 
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 red pepper, cored, seeded 

and chopped 
3/ 4 lb. mushrooms, sliced 
2 large eggs and 2 large egg 

whites 
1 1/ 2 cups non-fat cottage 

cheese 
1/ 2 cup plain yogurt 
1 I 4 cup potato starch 
1/2 cup g rated Parmesan 

cheese 
1 I 4 tsp. cayenne pepper 
1 / 2 tsp. salt; 1 / 4 cup freshly 

ground pepper 
1 / 2 lb. broccoli florets cut very 

small (about 1 cup) 
1/ 2 cup grated sharp cheese of 

choice 
1/ 4 cup snipped scallions 

Spray a 10-inch pie p late with 
non-stick spray. In a large skil
let, hea t 1 teaspoon of oil over 
medium-high heat. Add onions 
and pepper;cook until softened, 
about 5 minutes. Transfer to a 
mixing bowl. Add remaining oil 
to the skillet and hea t over high 
heat, adding mushrooms, cook
ing until most of their liquid has 
evaporated . Add to onion mix
ture. 

Ina food processoror blender, 
blend eggs, egg whites, cottage 
cheese, yogurt, potato starch, 
Parmesan, peppers and salt; mix 
into vegetables. Stir in broccoli, 
sharp cheese and scallions. Pour 
into pie plate and bake in a 350-
degree oven for40 to 50 minutes 
or until a knife inserted in center 
comes out clean. Let stand for 5 
minutes before serving. Makes 6 
servings. 

CHOCOLATE DELIGHTS 
1 1/ 4 cups powdered sugar 

(pulverized regular sugar 
in a blender as a substi lute, 
if necessary) 

Wishing You A Happy Passover 
KELLEY METALS CORP. 

• 

• 

John J. Kelley, Sr. 

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 
to our Customers and Friends 

Lester & Esther Katz 

PARAMOUNT SALES 
475 Mineral Spring Avenue, Pawtucket , RI 02860 

(401) 728-4400 

A Happy Passover from 
The Goldman Family 

lil 

GREYLAWN 
FARMS 

Governor Dyer Farmers Market 
Valley Street, Providence 

272-5281 

• 

• 

PASSOVER ISSUE 

1/ 4 cup unsweetened cocoa 
powder 

2 level tsp. potato starch 
1/ 8 tsp. salt 
2 egg whites (at room tempera

ture) 
1/ 2 tsp. flavoring of choice 
1/ 2 cup pecans, toasted and 

chopped 
1 / 2 chocolate chips 

Line a large baking sheet with 
a luminum foi l and lightly coat 
with non-stick cooking spray. 
In a bowl, sift 3/ 4 cup sugar, 
cocoa, pota to starch and salt. 
With an electric mixer, beat egg 
whites until foamy. Add remain
ing sugar and flavoring; beat 
until soft peaks form. Add co
coa mixture; beat 1 minute or 
until blended . Stir in pecans and 
chocolate chips. Let stand 30 
minutes. Witha tablespoon drop 
mixture onto prepared cookie 
sheet, spacing 18 cookies 1-inch 
apart. Bake in a 325-degreeoven 
fo r 15 minutes. Remove to rack 
a nd let cqol 10minutes. Remove 
cookies from sheet to rack to 
cool. Cookies are fragi le but de
licious. 

NUT TORTE 

8 large eggs, separated 
1 1 / 4 cups sugar 
2 cups ground hazelnuts or 

walnuts 
1/ 2 tsp. instant coffee gran

ules 
1 Tbsp. matzah meal 
2 Tbsp. orange juice 

In a bowl, using an electric 
beater, beat egg yolks until thick. 
Add sugar gradua lly and beat 
until light in color. Stir in the 
nuts, coffee granules, matzah 
meal and orange juice. Mix well. 
In a separate bowl, beat the egg 
whites until stiff, but not dry. 
Fold 1 / 4 of the egg whites into 
the nut mixture to lighten, then 
stir in the remaining egg whites 
carefully, but thoroughly. Spray 
the bo ttom of a 9-inch 
springform pan with non-stick 
spray and dust lightly with a 
teaspoon of matzah meal - or 
use parchment paper and spray 
again. Spoon the batter into the 
pan. Bake in a 350-degree oven 
for 40 minutes or until a tester 
comes out clean. Cool and then 
carefully remove the side of the 
springform pan. If desired, cake 
may be split in half and filled 
and covered with non-dairy 
whipped cream. 

Happy 
Passover 

-~ ~ 
SUPREME 
Dairy Farms, Inc. 

Manufacturer of fresh 
ricotta cheese and 

fresh mozzarella cheese 

Our products are 
made locally! 

111 KILVERT STREET 
WARWICK 
739-8180 

-
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Flavors of Passover-From Around The World 
Mina de Maza 

Sephardic Matzah Pie 
6 Servings as a Side Dish, 4 as 

a Main Course 
Mina (Ladino fo r "mine," as 

in "an excavation for minera ls" ) 
is a favo ri te Sephardic Passover 
di s h consis ting of layers of 
ma tza and vegetables or meat 
inge nious ly deri ved from 
Sep hardic pastry pies - also 
known by such names as pastel, 
tapada, megi na, and , in Greece, 
as pita. Spring vegetables, most 
notably spinach, zucchini', and 
leeks, are the most popular fill
ings. Meat pies are served a t the 
Passover sed er a nd as a side 
dish for dinner during the festi
va l; vegetable minas, usually 
containi ng cheese, are a part of 
the desayu no (brea kfas t) served 
Passover morning w ith huevos 
haminados (brown eggs) a nd 
le mon wedges. Doubl e the 
recipe and bake in a 13-by-9-
inch baking pan. 

1 Tbsp. ol ive or vegetable oi l 
4 w hole matzot 
1 recipe Sepha rdic meat fi lling 

or vegetable pastry fi lling 
1 large egg, lightly bea ten 

1. Prehea t the oven to 350 
degrees. Spread the oi l on an S
or 9-inch-square baking pan or 
ovenproof ski llet and place the 
pan in the oven to heat. 

2. Soak the unbroken matzo t 
in warm wa ter unti l semisoft 
but not mushy, 1 to 2 minutes. 
Remove the matzot and p lace 
on paper towels to drain. 

3. Carefully cover the bottom 
and sides of the prepared pan 
with 2 matzo t, breaking one of 
them apart to fi ll in the spaces. 
Sp read w ith the filling, then 
cover w ith the remaining 2 
matzot. Spread the egg on the 
top . 

4. Bake unti l golden brown, 
about 45 minutes. Le t s tand 
abou t 5 minutes befo re serving. 

• • 
Passover 
Greetings 

from 

BENEFICENT 

CHURCH 
• 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 

books 

IVJ; 
square 

471 Angell Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 

331-9097 
Monday-Thursday 9-9 
Friday, Saturday 9-10 

Sunday 12--6 

Mina can be prepared several 
days ahead, s tored in the refrig
era tor, then reheated before 
serving. Serve warm. 

VARIATIONS 
Combine the beaten egg with 

1 cup mashed potatoes and 
spread on top of the mina. 

LAYERED M INA 
Cover the bottom of the pre

pared pan with2matzo t,spread 
with half of the fi lling, top with 
1 additi ona l ma t;,:a h, spread 
w ith the remaining fi ll ing, and 
cover w ith the remaini ng 2 
matzot. 

Gomo de Carne 
SEPHARDI C MEAT FILLING 

About 2 1 / 2 cups 
Sepha rd im p repa re ma ny 

varia tions of mea t filling, add
ing favo rite fl avors such as egg
plant, spinach, pine nuts, mint, 
dil l, and cinnamon. 

2 Tbsp . olive or vegetable oil 
2 medium yellow onions or 

leeks, chopped (about 1 cup) 
1 pound ground beef or Iamb 
2 Tbsp. matza h meal or 1/ 2 

cup mashed potatoes 
1 large egg, lightly bea ten 
1/ 4 cup chopped fresh parsley 
About 1/ 2 tsp . sa lt 
Ground black pepper to taste 

1. Heat the oi l in a large skil
let over medi um heat. Add the 
onions or. leeks and sa ute unti l 
soft and translucent,5 to 10 min
utes. 

· 2. Add the mea t and cook 
unti l it loses its red color, about 
5 minutes. Pour off the excess 
fat and let cool. 

3. Stir in the remaining ingre
dients. 

Gomo de Berenjena 

SEPHARDIC EGGPLANT 

Fil-LI NG 
About 2 1 / 4 cups 
1 large eggplant (about 1 1 / 2 

pounds) 
2 Tbsp. olive or vegetable oil 
1 m edium ye llow o ni o n, 

chopped (about 1/ 2 cup) 
2 large eggs, lightly bea ten 
1/ 4 cup matzah meal or bread 

crumbs or 1 cup mashed po-
ta toes 

1 Tbsp . chopped fresh parsley 
About 1 / 2 tsp. sa lt 
Ground black pepper to taste 

1. Prehea t the oven to 375 
d egrees 

2. Cut severa l slits in the egg
plant. Place on a baking sheet 
and bake, turning once, unti l 
tender, about 30 minutes. Let 
s ta nd until coo l eno ug h to 
hand le. Peel the eggpla nt, re

. moving a ll of the skin, then mash 
the pulp. 

3. Hea t the oil in a large skil
let over medium hea t. Add the 
onion and sau te until soft and 
translucent, 5 to 10 minutes. 

4. Remove from the heat and 
stir in the eggplant and the re
maining ingredients. If the mix
ture is too thin, s tir in a little 
additiona l matza h meal, bread 
crumbs, or mashed pota toes. 

Gomo de Espinaca 
S EPHARDIC S PINACH FILLING 

About 2 1/ 4 cups 
3 Tbsp. olive or vegetable oil 
1 medium yellow onion or 6 

scall ions, chopped (about 
1/ 2 cup) 

10 o unces frozen spinach, 
thawed a nd squeezed, or 1 
po u nd fres h spi nach or 
Swi ss cha rd , was hed , 

MORRIS 
F TRANSPARENT BOX co. 

945 Warren Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914 • 438-6116 
THERMOFOLDING • COVERS • PLASTIC CARDS 

FABRICATORS & SUPPLIERS OF ACETATE MATERIALS 

Best Wishes For A Happy Passover 

GLASS & MIRRORS 
Custom Wall Mirrors 

Insulated Glass• Safety Glass • Window Glass · Table Tops 
Patio Doors • Shower Doors • Store Fronts 

Joyous ·Passover Greetings from 
GENERAL GLASS CO. 

100 Calder Street, Cranston, Rhode Island• 943-4732 
FREE ESTIMATES• FULLY INSURED 

HAPPY PASSOVER-

cr6e cheese shop 
ef :Providence 

• Specialists in the World's Finest Cheeses 
• Gourmet Gift Baskets • Visa & MasterCard 

-186 Wayland Avenue , Wayland Square, Providence , RI 
(401) 274-7177 

stemmed, and chopped 
2 large eggs, lightly beaten 
1/ 2 cup mashed potatoes or 

finely chopped walnuts 
1 I 4 cup chopped fresh pars

ley or dill-
About 1/ 2 tsp. sa lt 

1. Heat the oi l ir:i a large ski l
let over medium hea t. Add the 
onion or sca llions and sau te un
til soft and translucent, 5 to 10 
mi nu tes. Let cool. 

2. Stir in the remaining ingre
dients. 

Babanatza 

GREEK SEMOLI NA AND RA ISIN 

P UDD ING 

9 to 12 servi ngs 
In Greece, thi"s trea t was of

ten served fo r sha losh seud ot 
(the afternoon meal, literally 
"third mea l") or fo llowing the 
Sabba th . 

2 cups da rk ra isins 
12 large eggs 
l to 1/2 cups sugar 
3/4 cup honey 
11 / 2 cups matzah mea l or 12 

crumbled mafzot (about 6 
cups) 

1 1/ 2 to 2 cups coarsel y 
chopped almonds or wal
nuts 

2 to 3 medium apples, peeled, 
cored a nd chopped (op
tional) 

1. Soak the raisins in water to 
cover overnight. Drain. Grind 
or puree the raisi ns. 

2. Prehea t the oven to 325 
d egrees. Grease a large baking 
di sh. 

3. Bea t the eggs until light. 
Add the sugar a nd honey and 
bea t until thick a nd creamy, 
about 5 minutes. Sti r in the rai
sins, matza h meal or crumbled 
ma tzot, nuts, and, if desired, 
app les. 

4. Pour into lhe prepared bak
ing dish - the batter should be 
no more than2 inches deep. Bake 
un ti l go lden brow n, about 1 1 / 
2 hours. Let coo l. 

Recipes taken from The World 
of Jewish Cooki11g, by Gil-Marks, 
Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

•songs From a Passover Haggadah' 
"Songs from a Passover Haggadah" includes all the blessings, 

prayers and songs tha t- are part of a Passover sed er. Based on the 
popular Haggadah published by the CCAR Press, the recording is 
ava ilable in both compact di sc and cassette. Leading cantors and 
soloists of the Reform movement are the voices in this specia l 
recording. 

'"Songs from A Passover Haggadah' is d esigned to be used 
either as a listening and learning experience or as background for 
the seder guests to join wi th," said Judith Tischler, director of 
Transcontinental Music Publications. 

As famili es sing many of the Passover blessings and in vari ed 
versions, the recordi ng includes mul tiple versions of several, in
cluding the blessings, Ma Nishtana, and V'hi sheamdah. Lis teners 
will also delight to the sound of "Chad Gadya," "Adir Hu" and 
other Passover melodies. 

For orders or info rmaiton contact Transcontinental Music Pub
lications at (800) 455-5223. 
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S'fard Offers -Antique Tastes And Traditions 
" . 

Sephardi,m· embraces the 
populace of the Jewish commu
ni ties that until their destruc
tion or dispersal during the last 
half century or so lived in lands 
that bordered all sides of the 
M editerra nean, the Red , 
Caspian and Black seas, the In
dian Ocean, and the straits and 
gul fs that are a part of these; 
their e mi g re- commu nities 
throughout the globe, as well as 
Jews from the Netherlands and 
southern France; and the Jewish 
populationsof<;:entral Asia w ho 
are the result of centuries of con- · 
tac t a nd interac ti o n w ith 
Sephardi trad ers who traveled 
both bra nches of the ancient Silk 
Route from Baghdad to Central 
China and return. 

Though they all did not speak 
a single language, these com
munities did share a single reli
gious tradition wi th virtua lly 
identical religious practices, and 
liturgy with only very minor 
variations due to local traditions. 

While there are some minor 
differences in religious obser
va nce and liturgy be twee n 
Ashkenazim and Sep hardim, 
religious belief and essential 
practice is identical. 

For many reasons Sep hardic 
cuisine differs greatly from tha t 
of the Ashkenazim in the prepa
ration and ingredients used to 
make Passover charoset. 

Charoset is derived from the 
Hebrew word cheres mea ning 
clay. The ritual role represent
ing the clay wi th which the Isra
elites were forced to make bricks 
w hile slaves in Egypt is well 
known to all Jews. 

Wliile the individual ingre-

dients appear to have little spe
cial significance for Ashken
azim, fo r hundreds of years 
Sephardim chose the ingredi
ents of their charoset for their 
significance a§ well as their tex- . 
tureand flavor. Cinnamon stick, 
ginger, cardamom, and turmeric 
roots because thei r long shape 
rep resented the straw the Isra
elites were denied; wine because 
it represented the blood mark
ing the houses of the Israelites 
during the 10th plague; da tes 
and white sesame seed repre
senting the Promised Land - a 
land of milk and honey - figs 
and pomegranate seeds, and the 
nuts because they are referenced 
in the Torah. Turmeric is the 
color of the earth in the land of 
Israel and has the taste of clay. 
The 'hea t' of ginger is to remind 
everyone of 40 years spent in 
the burning d esert; and the 
whi teness of the flesh of egg
plant, protected by an outer dark 
leathery skin, represents the 
inanna that sustained the Israel
ites. Rose and orange waters be
cause their delicious odors were 
brought by the morning winds 
sweeping across Ca na'an to the 
nostrils of Joshua and his troops 
a nd encouraged them w hen 
their courage was lagging. 

CHAROSET 
IZMIR, TURKEY 

1952 
MAKES 8 SERVINGS 

1/ 2 cup walnuts/pistachios 
1/ 2 cup apricots 
1 square inch pickled lemon or 

substitu te (optional) 
1 tsp. ci nnamon 

Best'Wishes for Passover 
(]TGO SERVICE 

one T(res - Tubes 
e 621-0060 

C\Ve would like fo wish 
ou~ friends . and 

cµsfomers a 

l 

9-lappy ~assover 

REPAIRS - INSTALLATION 

HYPERTENSION & NEPHROLOGY, INC. 
NORTH MAIN PRIMARY CARE 

MARCS. WEINBERG, M.D. , F.A.C.P. 
DAVID C. YOBURN, M.D., F.A.C.P. 

RICHARD A. COTTIERO, M.D. 
HANNAH M. GILLIGAN, M.D. 
MARGARET S. EGAN, PA-C 

AND STAFF 

WISH YOU A VERY 
HAPPY PASSOVER 

1076 North Mai n Street, Providence, Rhode Island 

(401) 861-77ll 

l 

1/ 4 cup kosher red wine 
Chop in processor, add cin

namon and wine. 

FEZ M OROCCO 

1951 
Makes 8 servings 
3 / 4 cu p fi nely chopped al

monds / pistachio 
1/ 4 cupchopped wine-soaked 

orange peel 
2squareinches pickled lemon. 

May be su bstituted . 
1 Tbsp. turmeric 
1 tsp. ground cumin 
1/ 4 cup kosher red wine add 

to moisten 
1 tsp. cinnamon (optional) add 

Chop 1-3 in processor. Add 
balance of ingredients . 

Orange peel should be air 
dried for 48 hours, then soaked 
in kosher red wine 48 hou!S-

BAGHDAD H OULAHKE 
(DATE HO NEY) 

M AKES 1 SERVING 
113-oz. block pressed cooking 

da tes, chop in processor 
warm water sufficient to cover 

puree in processor 
1/ 2 cup finely chopped al 

monds / pistachios, chop in 
.processor 

1 Tbsp. cinnamon add 
1 tsp . ginger (dry) add 
1 Tbsp. rose or orange wa ter 

add 
2 Tbsp . Ko,;her red wine add 

1. Soak chopped da tes 24 to 
48 hours. Add wa ter as neces
sary while soaking. 

2. Pu t purEee through wire 
s trainer using wooden spoon or 
wooden spatula to force / rub the 
puree through the wire mesh .. . 
The result will be about 1 / 2 cup 

of pul p and a bout a n equa l 
amo unt of ho ulahke. The 
houlahke can be further filtered 
by passing it through a coffee 
fi lter paper p laced on the inner 
sid e of the wire strainer. 

3. The fi ne pulp caught by the 
fil ter makes a superb holiday 
spread, alone or with the addition 
of spices, rose or orange water. 

4. Both the p ulp a nd the 
houlahke-either alone or mixed 
together in various proportions 
- are used in the preparation of 
the charoset. Usually one or more 
of the ingredients listed above are 
added to the pulp, the houlahke, 
or the mixture of the two. 

For more information about 
Sephardic recipes, contact S'fard at 
<www.sfa rd.com>, e-mail <sfard 
@aol.com>orwrite: P.O. Box#1846 
Matthews, N.C. 28106. 

Music and Laughter Fills 
jA Taste of Passover' 

Listeners will take a musica l 
journey through a va ri ety of 
Passover trad itions w ith "A 
Taste of Passover," airing April 
5 a t 6 p.m. on 'GBH /89.7frn. 
Legendary stage and screen ac
tor Theodore Bike I leads the fas t
paced variety show, celebra ting 
the joy and richness of the Pass
over musica l _heri tage from 
around the world. Under the 
a rti s ti c di rec tion of Ha nkus 
Netsky, fo under and director of 
the world-renowned Klezmer 
Conserva tory Band, "A Taste of 
Passove r" fea tures s pec ia l 
guests Cantor David Levine and 
Yiddish star Chasia Segal, as 

well as choral, orchestral, and 
chamber ensembles from the 
New England Conserva tory of 
Music. The program was taped 
in front of a li ve aud ience in 
New Engla nd Conserva tory's 
his toric Jordan Hall, Boston." A 
Taste of Passover" is produced 
by WGBH Radio and Concert 
Productions, Inc., in association 
with New England Conserva
tory of Music. 

"' A Taste of Passover' is a 
variety show in the truest sense," 
said Jon Solins, WGBH music 
projects director and producer. 
"It features Passover music from 
around the world, p roviding a 

Best Wishes to'r a Happy and Healthy Passover 

PROVIDENCE MONUMENTAL WORKS 
314 Branch Avenue· Providence, RI 02904 • 274-45ij7 

Best Wishes For A Happy l?assover 

from the 

Dupuis Oil Company 
401 Walcott Street, Pawtucket, R.I . 

722-0080 

Heating Installation • Fuel Oil 

Best Wishes 
for a 

Happy Passover 

CUMBERLAND, RHODE ISLAND• (401) 333-1595 

taste of the many ways Pass
over is celebrated, with a n em
phasis on having a fun time ce l
ebra ting the holiday's heritage." 

Designed fo r lis teners to feel 
li ke a large extended family en
joying the holiday together, "A 
Taste o f Passover" includes 
homespun and concert versions 
of music from the Passover rep
ertoire and witty commentary 
writte n by humoris t Moshe 
Waldoks. English, Yiddish, He
brew, a nd Ladino songs as well 
as traditional folk and sacred 
pieces associated with the story 
of Passover will be presented in 
addition to za r;,y renditions of 
standard seder songs and enter
taining instructions for cooking 
the perfect matzah ball. 

PASSOVER GREETINGS 

CLARK 
THE LOCKSMITH 

127 Washington St.. Providence, RI 02903 
331 -8234 

:Mary Smith 
WEST GREENWICH 

T AX ASSESSO R 

WISHES HER 
FR IENDS AND 

THEIR FAMILIES A 

JityJJy :Passover 

Passover 
Greetings 
.. • 

I. Shalom & Co. Inc. 
569 Main Street, Warren, R.I. 
500 Wood Street, Bristol, R.I. 

41 1 5th Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
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Congregation 
Sons of Jacob 

Passover Message 

J1Sa111my Spider's 
First Passover' 

by Harold·Silverman 
Passover is many things. It is 

a Festival of Freedom, when we 
recall how the A-mighty re
leased our forefathers from sla
very in Egypt and helped a free 
people come into existe_hce. 

Passover is an agricultural 
festival, rentindingusof the land. 
of Israel iri the time of the First 
a nd Second Temples. O ur an
cestors were farmers ti lling the 
soil for a livelihood. Passover 
marked the beginning of the . 
grain harvest. Passover is also a · 
pilgrim festiva l. Three times 
during the year, the Israelites, 
according to the laws of the To
rah, went in joyous procession 
to Jerusalem, there to celebrate · 
the fes tivals of Passover, 
Shavuot and Sukkot. 

Passover is all of these things, 
but it is especially a holiday for 
children. Our ancestors were 
instructed: "You shall tell it to 
your son." The seder service, 
the reading of the Haggadah, 
the Four Questions, "the steal
ing of the Afikomen," a ll these 
are meant for boys and girls, to 
teach them the importance of 
this great holiday in the history 
of the Jewish people. 

I am most happy to extent.to 
all our friends and their fami
lies, and the entire communi ty, 
a happy, healthy Passover -
and a safe enjoyable summer. 

Harold Siiverman is president 
of Congregation Sons of Jacob in 
Providence. 

The Rhode Island 
Jewish Herald 

thanks the 
Rhode Is land Jewish 

Historical Society 
for the use of 
their historic 

Passover 
community photos. 

from 
Jewish Healthcare Center 

Speciali,:ing in: 
Rehabilitation of fractures 

Joint replacement rehabilitation 
Post surgical care 

Respiratory therapy 

Jewish Healthcare Center, Inc. 
629 Salisbury Street 

Worcester, MA 01609 
508-798-8653 

Sons of Jacob 
Synagogue 

Schedule for Pesach 
5758/1998 

April 9 - Search for the 
chometz, 7:54 p.m. 

April 10-Erev Pesach (eat
ing of chometz until 9:45 a.m.), 
Shacharit followed by Si yum for 
the firstborn 6:30 a.m., burning 
of chometz 11 :05 a.m., 
cand le lighting 7:03 p .m. , 
Mincha 7:05 p.m., Maariv 8:10 
p.m., seder 8:10 p.m. 

April 11 - Firstdayof Pesach 
(prayerofTal recited), Shacharit 
8:30 a.m., candlelighting 8:15 
p.m., Mincha 7:10 p.m., Maariv 
8:15 p.m., preparations for the 
seder may not start earlier than 
8:15 p.m., counti ngof the Omer. 

12 - Second day of Pesach, 
Shacharit 8:30 a.m., Mincha 7:10 
p.m., Maariv 8:15 p.m. 

13 through April 16 - Chol 
Hamoed Pesach, Shacharit, 6:15 
a.m. 

16 - Erev Seventh day of 
Pesach, EruvTavshillin, candle
lighting 7:09 p.m., Mincha 7:10 
p.m., Maariv-8:15 p.m. 

17 - Seventh day of Pesach, 
Shacharit8:30a.m.,candle-light
ing 7:11 p.m., Mincha 7:15 p.m., 
Maariv 8:15 p.m. 

18 - Eighth day of Pesach, 
Shacharit 8:30 a.m., Yizkor 10:30 
a.m., Mincha 7:10 p.m., Maariv 
8:15 p.m., Havdalah end of 
Pesach 8:20 p.m., chometz may 
be eaten noearlierthan9:30p.m. 

by Sylvia Rouss 
Illustrated by 

Katherine Janus Kahn 
Kar-Ben Copies, Inc. 

Sammy Spider is dozing in 
the warm spring sun, when a 
sudden swishing noise startles 
him awake. "Mother," he 
screams, "a monster has broken 
our web." His mother assures 
him that the "monster" is only a 
broom, and that the · Shapiro 
family is doing a special clean
ing to get their house ready for 
Passover. And bes ides, his 
mother adds, spring is a perfect 
time to make a new web. 

Sammy Spider's First Passover 
is a charnting continuation of 
the education of this lovable 
spider, whoseChanukah adven
tures delighted young readers 
everywhere. As author Sylvia 
Rouss details how to build a 
new web, Sammy is much more 

· engrossed in the Passover seder 
which unfolds before him. He 
begs his mother to let him par
ticipate, but his mother admon
ishes, "Spiders don' t celebrate 
Passover. Spiders spin webs." 
And,as he begins to bui ld a very 
special web, he does, in fact, 
play a role in the success of the 
seder meal. 

Veteran illustrator Katherine 
Janus Kahn's cut paper illustra
tions are a perfect complement 
to this book of colors and shapes. 
Vivid triangles, ci rcles, and 
squares show up in every cor
ner of the Shapiro household, 
and provide a focus for the sur-

'HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL 'MY CUSTOMERS 

<Van 'Dyke J{air saran 
256 'EAST STREET, CRANSTON • 463• 7706 

'Ric6ara 

A Happy and Healthy Passover 
from 

Lewis J. Bosler, Shelly Goldberg 
and the All-Jewish Staff of the 

Max Sugarman Memorial Chapel 

o Certified by 
~ the R.I. Baard 

'I of Rabbis 

,"A··· Member ~fthe 
! M i Jewish Funeral 
... ~ -- Directors of 

America 

458 Hope Street, Providence (Corner of Doyle Avenue) 

(401) 331-8094 • 1-800-447-1267 

RAINBOW BAKERY& CAFE 
800 Reservoir Avenue, Cranston, RI 

944-8180 • 944-7171 . 

Passover Greetings 
from 

Murra y , Debora h , Scott, 
M e lissa and Anne K a pla n 

AS ALWAYS, INGREDIENTS ARE STRICTLY KOSHER 

writkn by 
Sylvia A . Rou.~s 

prising and beautiful web 
Sammy ultimately creates. 

Sylvia Rouss has been an 
early childhood educator for 
more than 20 years. She was 
the recipient of the 1990 Sam
uel Glasner Creative Teaching 

Anna and Claire of 
COZY CORNER 

BEAUTY SALON 
Wish all their Friends 

a Happy Passover 
224 Capuano Avenue, Cranston 

942-985 1 

Award of the Baltimore Board 
of Jewish Education. This is her 
second book for Kar-Ben. 

PASSOVER GREETINGS 

SENERCHIA 
BROS., INC. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 
PAVING 

Tennis • Basket ball Courts 
Parking Lots & Driveways 

821-05'65 • Free Estimates 

40 Slater Road Cranston, RI 

Happy Passover 
Paul P. Moran, Chairman 

Terrence P. Moran, President · 
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Fleeing From Egypt 
in RVs: Temple Holds 

Camping Seder 
by Jane Ulman 

ENCINO,Calif.(JTA)-"Are 
we there yet? I'm hungry. I'm 
thirsty. I wan t togo back home." 

These could be the cries of 
the Israelites moani ng to Moses 
fo r 40 long years as they es
caped from Egypt to Canaa n, 
the promised land . 

Actua lly, these are the com
plain ts of my fo ur sons - ages 
6, 8, 10 and 14 - as we dri ve 
from Los Angeles to Yucaipa 
Regional State Park, near San 
Bernardino, Ca li f. To my sons, 
a n hour-and -a-ha lf car ride 
equals 40 years of wand eri ng. 
To my husba nd Larry and me, 
four whining boys are equiva
lent to 603,550 Israeli tes, their 
flocks and thei r herds. 

Jewish Home for the Aged 
We' re on our way to "Seder 

in the Desert," an annual three
day camp-out and communa l 
seder. It is our litera l and labor
intensive interpreta tion pf the 
injunctio n found in the 
Haggadah, the Passover liturgy: 

Photo courtesy of the R.1. Jewish Historical 

Temple Shalom Hosts Annual Seder "All Jews must regard them
selves as if they personally went 
out of Egypt." The annual congrega tiona l 

sederofTemple ShalomofNew
port County will take place on 
April 10 at 7 p.m. in the social 
hall. The sed er will be preceded 
by Shabbat and festival services 
at6:30 p.m. 

mem'bers and non-members of it. The sed er will include a ll the 
the templ e. Ra bbi Ma rc S. traditional seder d ishes includ Let me just say this: After 

you've ea ten a matzah kugel 
that's sat on the bottom of an ice 
chest for 36 hours and been re
hea ted on a Colema n camp 
stove, you've truly suffered. 

This annual event is open to 

Ja golinze r will conduct the 
sed er, with emphasis on at
tendee pa rticipation. The rabbi 
will explain the significance of 
the holiday as well as the tradi
tions a nd foods associated with 

OPUient t5wl 
e7£appy <£}Jassover 

195 Wayland Avenue, Providence, RI 
521-6698 

The Ropewalk, Rte. 6, Mattapoisett, MA 
(508) 758-3651 

LOUISM. === 

PULNEH 
Wishes you and your family a 

Happy _Passo-ver 

Xo Charge for Initial Consultation 

DIVORCE 
CHILD CUSTODY & VISITATION 
CHILD SUPPORT • ADOPTIONS 

• P er sona l Injury • Medica l Ma lp ractice 

• Automobile Accidents • Wills & Probate 

• Wrongfu l Death • Crimina l Matte r s 

Evening Appointments Available 

SOD South Main Street, Providence 

ing the main course. 
Reserva tions must be made 

by April 5 by ca lling 846-9002. 
The cost fo r the sed er mea l is 
$21 per person fo r temple mem
bers, $12.50 per chi Id (10 years 
of age and under) for temple 
fa milies. $24 per person fo r non
temple members, $14.50 per 
child (10 yea rs of age and un
der) fo r non-temple members. 

Passover is a time for fa mi
lies and fri ends to come together. 
The Temple Shalom seder af
fords a ll an opportuni ty to cel
ebrate this important event to
gether. 

But not everyone shares my 
belief that sleeping on the lumpy 
and chilly ground - and not our 
obstinate a ttitudes- makes us, 
in G-d 's words, a "stiff-necked 
people." Rather, fo r 19 years, 
wi th the goal of reaching 40, hun
dred s of co ngrega nts from 
Temple Beth Hillel, in North 
Hollywood,Calif.,havegathered 
together in a huge and uneven 
circle of tents, RVs and volley
ball nets to recrea te the Exodus. 

0--------PASSOVER GREETINGS----

CEDAR CRAFT CO. 
CEDAR FENCES • FURNITURE • GARDEN HOUSES 

555 Nooseneck Hill Road (Route 3). Exeter. RI• 401 -397-8500 

Best 
Wishes 
fora 
Happy 
Passover 

REAL ESTATE IN ALL OF SOUTH 
COUNTY AREA BY THE EXPERTS 

LUa Delman 
Real 'Estate 

Appraisals • Sales • Rentals 

789-6666 
41 OCEAN ROAD, NARRAGANSETT 

~ 

Best Wishes for a Happy Passover 
from 

Water Street • East Greenwich, Rhode Island 02818 
( 401) 884-6363 

This yea r marks our fa mily's 
seventh year of participating. 

Over the yea rs, I have ga ined 
the utmos t respect for Moses. 
He not only began his journey at 
age 80 but also had to leave 
Egyp t hasti ly, on foo t, without 
the ad van tage of a four-wheel 
drivesportutilityvehicle, which 
certainly could have been an 
asset in ascending Mt. Sinai. 

And it was thereat Mt. Sinai, 
surrounded by thunder, light
ning, fl ames and the sound of 
theshofar, that one of Judaism's 
most so lemn a nd sublime mo
ments occurred - G-d 's ha nd
ing of the Ten Commandments. 
This simple, u niversal and ab
solute moral code, the original 
blueprint fo r "The Berenstain 
Bears Forget Their Manners," 
marks the birth of the spiritual 
his tory of the Jews. 

As a fa mily, we commemo
ra te this di vine proclamation 
before leaving our driveway, re
minding our four boys of the 
fifth,and mostimmediatelycom
pelling, commandment: "Thou 
shalt honor thy father and thy 
mother." But what most people 
don' t know - and what consti
tutes an essential addendum to 
this comma ndment - can be 
found in Exodus: "And he that 
curseth his father and mother 
shall surely be put to death." 

But Passover is not only about 
revelation and redemption. As 
a ta ll important Jewish holidays, 
food rules. And here Moses had 
a dis tinct ad vantage. The Israel
ites had to pack only a month's 
supply of unleavened bread, the 
proverbial and gastronomically 
proven bread of affliction. And 
there were no minor skirmishes 
over choosing egg, wholewheat, 
white grape or applecinnamon. 

And, in fact, when their sup
ply of hastily prepared bread 
was eaten, the Israelites merely 
had to go out every morning 
and collect manna, the delicious 
food thatG-d rained down from 

(Continued on Page 17) 

t-l a ppy Passovel' 
f v-om 

Ct-lJN.A SE.A 
R e sta1..-1vaV1t 

1278 Post R oad 
W a t'wick1 Rh.ode Jsland 

467-7440 

EXPERT MOVING 
AND STORAGE 

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 

Fully Insured 
REASONABLE RATES 

785-0152 Call For Estimates 
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Judaic Treasures 
by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 
Just in time for Pa ssover 

Rhoda's Judaica in Providence 
has decorated her quaint shop 
with a variety of new a nd unique 
items for the holiday. There is 
something for everyone and for 
every-holiday including a com
plete line of Jewish books for 
adults and chi ldren from well
known publishers like Kar-Ben, 
Jewis hLi gh ts, _ Simon and 
Schuster and more. Rhoda's Ju
daica also carries numerous re
ligious items, video and audio 
cassettes, bar / bat mitzvah 
items, gifts, candles and unique 
artwork. 

This year's Passover items 
include a line of bright and bold 
ceramics from New York artist 
David Heger (originally from 
Israel) . His p lates, trays and 
bowls are perfect for any home 
that wants to add a little color 
and pizzazzduring the holiday. 
Heger's pieces are beautifully 
hand painted and wi ll definitely 
generate great conversa tion dur
ing a fami ly gathering. Other 
unique seder plates and dishes 

include beautiful blue plates of 
glass with a matching tray and 
cand lesticks by Sara Beames, 
who highlights her pieces with 
mosaic-like blocks of 11right co l
ors. Rhoda's Judaica also car
ries Peggy Karr Glass. Herseder 
plates are decorated with tiny 
flowers and fruits in bright co l
ors. 

If you've been searching for 
an unusua l pair of cand lesticks 
you may want to take a look at 
the "Cha i Candlesticks" by 
Zohar Glassworks. The pair is 
formed from 18 pieces of fine 
glass. The tower-like structure 
creates a beautiful refl ection of 
the candles' flames w hen lit. 

Rhoda's judaica carries a va
ri ety of matzah covers, in cotton 
and silk, which range in price. 
Hand-embroidered covers in 
simple designs and colors as 
well as bold, hand-painted silk 
covers are ideal for Passover. 

For a fun children's activity 
Rhoda's Judaica offers child
ren's coloring place mats, with 
holiday designs, which are sold 
with 10 different place mats in 
every package and colorful cray-

RHODA'S JUDAICA offers a unique variety of Passover items as well as gifts and books. 

ons. There is also a grea t selec
tion of Jewish board games and 
card games as well as books and 
videos which are not only edu
cational but fun and wi ll keep 
kids busy for hours. 

Herald plroto by Tara V. Lisdandro 

seder." Other selections include 
women's (Miriams Haggadah) 
and children's haggadahs as 
well as large type and traditional 
haggadahs. 

Fleeing from Egypt (Continued from Page 16) 

lf you enjoy cooking, Rhoda's 
Jud aica offers many Jewish 
cookbooks and accessories for 
the Jewish kitchen including pot 
holders, aprons a nd more! Her 
favorite new cookbooks include 
Let My People Eat ! (see related 
article in this issue) and Matzah 
Meals, a special cookbook for 
kids. 

There are a lso a number of 
origi nal Haggadahs to choose 
from including, A Different 
Night , a famil y participa tion 
Haggadah from Israel in which 
families can, "shape thei r own 

No matter what your need 
may be during Passover, you 
are almost certain to find it a t 
Rhoda's Judaica located at 77 
Burlington St. in Providence. 
Call 454-4775 for information 
and extended hours. (Note: many 
of the books and cassettes mentioned 
in this issueareavailableat Rhoda 's 
Judaica.) 

the skies and that, according to 
Jewish tradition, was well liked 
by everyone. 

But there's n@ manna a t 
Yucaipa Regional Sta te Park. 
And there's no eati ng at the 
hametz-ridden A&W Root Beer 
stand. So let's just say that my 
fami ly .has come to love cream 
cheese and je lly on matzah. 

Eating is one of the kids' fa
vorite activities. The other is 
load ing and firing their super 
Soaker 2500s, w ith a choice of 
three stream widths. This ne
cessita tes a s tern reminder of 
the 11th commandment: "Thou 
sha lt not blast thy father or thy 
mother wi th a stream of wa ter 
of any size." This offense, obvi
ously, is also punishable by 
dea th. 

So while the kids play, the 
parents engage in a variety of 
time-honored and traditiona l 
camping and Passover tasks. 
These are easily summed up in 
the words of this popular holi
day song: 

For it's work, work, work 
Every day and every night. 
For it's work, work, work 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 
• • 

ALFONSO'S 
TAILORS & CLEANERS 

891 POST ROAD, WARWlCK 

781-4630 

·PASSOVER 
GREETINGS 

William J. Lynch 
&Sons 

REALTORS 
One Park Place West 
Pawtucket • 725-2220 

When it's dark and when it's 
light. 

Theonly genuine reli efcomes 
when my friend Carol breaks 
out her famous matzah farfe l 
chocolate nut clusters and her 
husband, Don, fires up the camp
stove compatible cappuccino 
maker , transforming .our 
culinarily challenged site into 
"Starbucks in the Desert." 

But the rea l reason for camp
ing out comes on Saturday, in 
late afternoon, when more than 
350 temple members ga ther to
gether to celebrate the seder. We 
sitattablesarranged ina gigan
tic horseshoe, with a panoramic 
view of the San Bernardino 
-Mountains. Tothe tuneof "Battle 

Hymn of the Republic," we be
gin by singi ng: 

Another Seder in the Desert, 
One more Seder in the Desert, 
With the Seder in the Desert, 
The Exodus I ives on. 
And I rea li ze, amid thi s 

weekend of prayer and play, 
fri endship a nd family, that my 
husband , La rry, and I have 
admirably fulfill ed the bibli
ca l co mm a ndm e nt to te ll 
our four boys the story of the 
Exodus. 

l also rea lize, as l gaze at 
their sun-burned, di rt-streaked 
a nd rad iant faces, that,although 
lovingly locked in eternal bond
age, we have truly reached the 
Promised Land . 

With Best Wishes 
for a Happy 
Passover 

CHILDREN'S BOUTIQUE 

fv'losteiCord , VISA accepted 

Garden Ciiy, Cranslon • 944-0495 
tv\ondoy, Tue!tdoy, Saturday 10-6 • Wedne!tdoy, Thurs.cloy, Friday 10-9 • Sunday 12-5 

Jio•L•s 
For Amazing Bakery Selections 

HAPPY 
PASSOVER 

from 

Korb's 

540 PAWTUCKET AVE.. PAWTUCKET 
508 ARMISTICE BLVD .. PAWTUCKET 
1617 WARWICK AVE., WARWICK 

OPEN SUNDAYS- Except Armistice Blvd. 

Passover Greetings· 
from 

FEATURING OVEN-FRESH 
NEW YORK-STYLE BAGELS 
Assorted Cream Cheeses • A Full Line of Bagel Sandwiches 

c,75 Oaklawn Avenue, Cranston, R.I. • 
(401) 944.7750 

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 6 :30 A.M.-4 P.M., 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7 A.M.-2 P.M. 

All of our products are made fr.sh daR)I on rise premises, 
win• onl)I rise flnesr 1n,redfenrs. 
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The Seder Plate ••• Kids Color-in Adivity 

(Reprinted with pem,ission from Ligl,ts in Action, a progressive N.Y.-based Jewish student 
activ ist group working nationwide to light a Jewish spark 011 U.S. college campuses.) 

• 
Best Wishes For 

HAPPY PASSOVER a Happy, Healthy 

from Passover 

Providence Watch Hospital • The Saltzman Families 
10 DORRANCE STREET, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND Plaza One • 5853 Post Road 

53 OLD TOWER HILL ROAD, WAKEFIELD, RHODE ISLAND East Greenwich 02818 1024 RESERVOIR AVENUE, CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND 
(401) 885-2990 • 

,-

I+ 

Happy 

Passover 

David N. Cicilline 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE + DISTRICT 4 

• 
PASSOVER THE CENTER 

GREETINGS ~MARKET=-
AT CHELLEL'S MARKETPLACE 

WIGWAM, INC . wishes you a 

HAPPY SAAB PASSOVER 
915 CHARLES STREET 
NORTH PROVIDENCE 156 COUNTY ROAD 

353-1260 BARRINGTON, RI 
245-4900 

• 

PASSOVER 
GREETINGS 

Elizabeth Webbing Mills Co. 
521 Roosevelt Avenue, Central Falls 

723-0500 

JfqJJJy ~assover 
to a(( my 

J'riends and Customers 
~ SHEREE KAPLAN ALLEN ~ 

JAKE KAPLAN' s LTD. 
206 dmwooa .'llvenue, 1>rovide11ce 461,2000 

JAGUARS LAND ROVERS 

..... 

-

I 
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Bri~ging Passover to Jews 
Around the World 

As many as 15,000 Jewish 
men, women and children in 
the former Soviet Union, includ
ing some homebound elderly 
unable to venture out for tradi
tional seders, will celebrate Pass
over this year at seders led by 
university studen ts specia lly 
trained by the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee 
and International Hillel. 

The Pesach Project, spo n
sored by JDC, Internationa l 
Hillel, the Charles and Lynn 
Schusterman Fami ly Founda
tion and the Rudin Foundation, 
is now in its third year and will 
mobilize up to 500 university 
Hillel students from the former 
Soviet Union to ru n about 200 
seders incommunitiesacross the 
region. About 30 American stu
dents currently studying at He-

rector of academic programs in 
the former Soviet Union and JDC 
coord inator of the Pesach 
Project. Indeed, Porath recalls 
visiting the Soviet state in the 
1960s and seeing the danger 
some Jews risked to gather to
gether quickly to celebrate the 
Passover holiday. 

This year, trainees from the 
past two years were brought in 
to pa rticipa te in a program 
called "Pesach University," 
where 40 "vetera n" s tudent 
leaders were taught to train 
about 500 new students how to 
lead seders. In all, these students 
will lead about 200 community 
seders for about 15,000 Jews in 
cities across the breadth of the 
former Soviet Union, a vast area 
encompassing 11 time zones. 
The 30 American students par-

pre-Passover ed uca tiona I pro
grams through both regularly 
scheduled classes and ones de
veloped specifically to learn 
about Pesach. 

In India, the Jewish commu
nities will also have a special 
treat in store for this year's Pass
over. For the first time, JDC will 
help the Bombay Jewish com
munity to make locally pro
duced kosher matzah available 
to India's Jews, abou t 5,000 in 
all. JDC's resident rabbi is work
ing with a p rominent Baghdadi 
Jew and 35 Jewish volunteers in 
Bombay who have stepped for
ward to volunteer - and bake 
- for this exceptional effort. 

In Tunisia, which has a long 
and rich Jewish heritage, two 
festive JDC-supported seders 
will be held for the first time for 

Haggadah, Germany? 1739 Scribe: lssachar Baer ben Jacob 
Hayyim depicts ritual of burning of the leavening and text offers 
appropriate b lessing. Photo courtesy of Jewish nieological 5e111i11ary 

invited to join the residents of 
the home as well. 

In Algeria, which has a total 
Jewish population of about 15, 
the country's four remaining 
elderly Jews will receive kosher 
matzah and wine. Current 
events and the d emise of 
Algeria ' s organized Jewish 
community mean no formal 
seders there, but the country's 
elderly matzah recipients are 
looking forward to the holiday 
nonetheless. 

Happy Passover 
from 

Happy Passover 

647 Oaklawn Avenue 
Cranston, RJ 02920 

A JEWISH FAMILY in Budapest, Hungary celeb rates Passover at a community seder supported by 
JDC. Photo by Roy Mittelman 
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brew University in Jerusalem 
will travel to Kiev during the 
Passover holiday to participate 
in the p rogram as well. 

A JDC-supported pilot pro
gram, Project Elijah, will also 
bring Passover to elderly shut
ins across the former Soviet 
Union. The students will visit 
these seniors in their homes and 
make small Passover celebra
tions with each person they visit. 

"Pesach is a major way of 
identifying with Jewish life in 
the former Soviet Union" said 
Rabbi Jonathan Porath, JDC di-

Winkler 
Group Ltd. 

ticipating in the program will 
help run seders primarily in 
Ukraine. 

In addition, Project Elijah will 
have individual students visit 
elderly homebound Jews, where 
they will distribute matzah, light 
candles, recite blessings and 
perhapssay theFourQuestions. 

In other par ts of the Jewish 
world, JDC continues to bring 
Passover to Jews wherever they 
are. JDC Jewish Service Corps 
volunteers serving in Romania, 
Bulgaria, Poland, and the former 
Soviet Union. are helping to run 

321 Veazie Street • Providence, RJ 02904 • 401 -272-2885 

"\Xlishing a Joyous 
Passove r to All 

residents of the newly renovated 
La Goulette Home for the Aged. 
A few elderly single members 
of the community have been 

"We're your address in 
New England for Aliyah 

and Israel Programs." 

126 High Street, Boston, MA 02110 

(617) 457-8750 

( 401) 946-8885 
Store Hours: 

Tuesday-Friday 10-4 
Phone Orders Welcome 

Jlt tfiis season_ of our fredom may 
a[[ your 6fessings increase and may ·those 

who share your Seder kJifYU/ 
harmony, friendship and benevofence 

Wouro Jtf rai£rna! J\ssociation 
45 ROLFE SQUARE, CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND 
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Bearing of the Seal of Thanks 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

Winter finally hH the roads 
and windshields in early 
spring as we wound our 
way among the trails of 

South County tracking down the 
trek of the lost Merci Train. A 
1983 newspaper notice claimed 
that fire and water had brought 
down the phantom boxcar into 
the dust. But a couple of sum
mers ago a feature writer re
ported the trailer alive but un
well, a rusty ruin of a husk lying 
in a Charlestown junkyard just 
off Route One. 

I came across a wonderful 
wizard named Dan Zilka who 
loves nothing better than to 
search for diners, sidecars, wag
ons, or even outdated appli
ances, toast.ers and coffee urns, 
to repair, restore, and redis
cover. We sallied forth to get 
ahold of the Merci Train, per
haps to settle it into the forth
co min g He ritage museum. 
What isor was the Merci Train? 

Well, fifty yea rs ago in the 
la te fo rties, a group of guys and 
ga ls in postwar France got the 
idea of sending tha nk-you gifts 
to the American liberators who 
had followed the victory with 
help against the famine and de
pression that came after the cel
ebrations. They took the little 
cabooses that had held mules, 
Cl's and who knows what else, 
from World War I through the 
duration of the Occupation in 
World War II, and filled them 
up with token presents from the 
provinces of a then grateful na
tion. They sent one brightly 
painted wood and steel struc
ture on wheels and rails to each 
of the 48 s ta tes. Some have 
stayed where they were opened 
and toasted . Others, like ours, 

went from one site to another, 
coming to restless or doomed 
stop in scrapyards. 

Dan and I left on our quest at 
7:00a.m. and stood in the drizzle 
and wet snow among rusty 
Quonsethutsandfreighterfend
ers squinting through the fog to 
find the Merci. I was pronounc
ing it the Mercy. A couple of 
country lads came out and 
shouted, ''Wild dogs are lying 
in wait to grab you by the throat. 
Don' t trespass!" But the boss 
didn' t show up all morning 
along, so we followed some left
right words to his homestead. 
Smoke rose from the chimney, 

can give you some idea of where 
it is in Exeter or someplace." 

Now,Ihavewaitedfiftyyears 
myself for a reunion with the 
memory of this gallic, gallant 
gesture on shining railroad 
tracks. I could keep going for 
one long afternoon into the twi
light. We went on with the heater 
in our car and the chill wind 
over the hood outside. I had 
stood in line in 1949 when my 
school paper sent me to take 
snapshots and notes and write 
thestoryup.lremembered some 
of the trinkets, and the cheerful 
shields and plaques on the door
way. Would this remain just a 

THE MERCI TRAIN of Liberation Hera ld pl1oto by M ike Fink 

but nobody came to our knocks 
or toots, so we twisted along 
among the curving roads over to 
a garage where we greeted and 
met Irving Crandall. This smil
ing, helpful elder, the demigod 
of the dump, shook his head. 
"Sorry, fellas, but I finally sold 
the Merci Train back last year. 
We dragged it out and over to 
some cow pasture in French
town. I forgot the name of the 
customer, and the street, but I 

slight memory, or would we re
ally feast our eyes on the thing 
itself, gaining in meaning for 
me as we moved along through 
South County? There was that 
fragile period in the second half 
of the forties, when good wi ll 
still existed among former al-
1 ies, a nd th e war left an 
afterword of faith and pathos. 

First, we checked ou t down
town armories and VFW posts 

along the ways back and forth 
from Wes terly to North 
Kingstown, hunting at each 
diner and antique shop for hints 
and picking up a strong sense 
of the rural Rhode Island char
acter, independent and strong
willed. We found chickens nest
ing and roosting in one dead 
end, and closed quarters where 
once people had sat and chat
ted over their soup or coffee. "It 
was a world of democratic shar
ing and goodwill," Dan 
summed up the era of diners, 
trolleycars, and train stations. 

Round the corner from a 
steam museum and a fire sta
tion we glimpsed a pasture with 
agroupofabandonedcabsfrom 
many wheelers. In the center of 
the scrapheap stood .... Merci! 
The treasure looked plain and 
frank, like an oldtime Gypsy 
camper. It spoke mutely of the 
century's journeys. Without its 
sprightly hues, ribbons and pol
ished fittings, it had lost the 
look of a gian t toy and taken on 
a deeply sad, tragic counte
nance, as I moved around it 
snapping its portra it. Steeped 
in its silence, si tting up on a 
base of ties, not wheels, it made 
me think not of play and free
dom but of something stopped, 
poetic but pathetic, with hid
den secrets. A merry crew of 
drivers came down the path 
and told us, " It isn' t ours. It 
d oesn' t really belong here. The 
owner li ves over the hill and 
not too faraway." He guided us 
to the house of Fred and Betty 
Ta nn e r, with a warm 
woodstove hea ter in their par
lor and standing looms and 
fixed and well-kept heirloom 
toys on the walls. "I bought it 
because I like train lore, and 
bringing back forgotten things," 

said Fred modestly and ami
ably at his table. The Tanners 
brought out a folder of material 
on the history of their discov
ery. They had hoped to give it to 
a local organization, but the fate 
of our Merci train continues to 
remain in limbo. It fell to me to 
give it the colors of life if only in 
my thoughts and words. Per
haps I took that little visit half a 
century ago somewhat for 
granted. I remember the simple 
doilies and ashtrays, the un
known bottles of wine or won
drous looking hunks of cheese. 
But I continued with my French 
studies, went abroad over the 
seas and spent a year in France, 
and brought back my own 
trunk of fabulous things, the 
cigare ttes and brandies, the 
silks and the pictures, to give or 
to save. It began with the Merci 
Train. 

Dan and I took off, but shook 
hands with a feeling of some
thing done together, a ll in a 
misty afternoon. We had met 
some Sou th County people, 
Na rraganse tts a nd swa mp
yankees, Greeks and what have 
you. We had laid eyes and hands 
upon an eloquent relic, murmur
ing its merci in a whisper of 
nostalgia. Where the little train 
that could and couldn't will 
move next on its choo choo of 
destiny, who can say? 

"My family came from Slo
vakia. But another Dan Zilka 
called me once and said, 'All 
Zilkas came from Palestine, then 
India, and on to east Europe. 
We were once Jews."' I told Dan, 
"Maybe that's why you like to 
bring things back. Israel was the 
country and the people rejected, 
but summoned back through the 
efforts and drive of people like 
you." 

Taste Treats of Redemption 
by Mike Fink 

Hera ld Co11trib11ti11g Reporter 
Carmel vintners are toasting 

Israel's 50th anniversary party 
w ith a se lection of Passover 
wines in beautiful bottles for 
your festive board. Ray of Swan 
Liquors keeps up a goodly sup
ply of kosher imports, but he 
will be away on a veteran's jour
ney back to Vietnam in tbe week 
of our traditional wine taste in 
his back room. 

I like the name Ray because it 
makes me think of a sunbeam 
on the vines, and the logo of a 
swan because a good glass 
makes me feel as regal and 
smooth as a great white bird 
moving majestica lly on a ca lm 
lake or ri ver. 

So far we have from his 
shelves the Carmel petite sirah, a 
dry red that brags on its rear 
label of its oak barrel taste, its 
velvet texture on the tongue, and 
its mellow deep secrets. Then for 
our gefillte fish there's an emer
ald Riesling that claims it hints of 
French colombard grapes, fra
grant and fruity , and, perhaps, 
"delicate." Hmmn. A holocaust 
survivor explained her love of 
sweet flavors-"! tasted so much 
bitterness"-but in "semi-dry'' 
table variety I worry about too 
much crude sugar. We' ll wait 
and see on opening night. 

Carmel has come out with 
sometall gracefulglasscolumns 
o f d essert wine, where the 

sweetness goes more appropri
ately with your biscuits, and 
some brandy that holds prom
ise. Once in Lisbon I overcame 
my deep doubts about the vir
tues of dessert w ines and local 
brandies. Sometimes they hit the 
spot. But these are the areas that 
bring out my austere and suspi
cious judgmental nature toward 
American and Jewish prefer
ences in wine. Every culture has 

its own Chinese court of proud 
and complicated rules about 
something-tea in Britain, muf
fins in Boston , cognac in 
France- but at the seder we 
need to care more clearly for the 
red drink we bless. This is my 
vocation, my obsession, my mis
sion on the earth that nourishes 
the roots of the vine: to pray for 
better vintages and more dis
cerning palates! 

My wife dislikes Merlot. She 
claims it lies heavy on the brain 
and breeds headache. Our el
dest daughter studied wine in 
an ivy league tower classroom 
and throws good s nobbis h 
words like "complexity," and 

"vanilla, raspberry bouquets" 
while she sniffs and sipsatShab
bat table. I don't collect. I im
bibe, to bring a ray of sunshine 
into the dusk and to float like a 
mute swan after many a spring 
and summer. I swill it down in 
grea t goblets as well as dipping 
my finger a t the proper prayer. 

Finally, from France, the fa
ther of both excellent wines and 
words about them, we got hold 
of a beau jola is from Georges 
Duboeuf. Pronounced kosher 
by the Beth Din of Lyons and 
signed by its chief rabbi, it 
speaks on its sticker of the fresh 
li g htness of the growing 
region's noble cellars of "gener
ously fruity" presses and vaults. 
I once thought of the nouveau 
as a trifle for autumn, but there 
are more serious beaujolais, and 
somehow it suits the eternally 
youthful season of Pesach. 

Mycollegeroommateclaimed 
wine just made him sleepy. I even 
know some co-religionists who 
say their berachas over mere 
grape juice. But I urge you to go 
forth, out to the nearest or dear
est vintner and purchase the fu1-
est, the best, the most daring, the 
fanciest produce of Israel, of our 
own local promised lands, or of 
the old countries of Europe 
whose lands, soaked in blood 
and ash, a t least bring out and 
send forth sacred and kosher 
mevushal wines from down 
deep in that soil of our ancestors. 
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