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Jewish Immigrant's 
Dream May Expire 

by Yehudah A. Biss 
Herald Editor 

Avrohom Martinez stood in 
prayer a t Providence Hebrew 
Day School one Saturday morn
ing when someone abrup tly in
terrupted him. His son, Eliezer 
,was waiting outside for him . 
Gra nted so le custody, Eli ezer 
was coming back from hi s 
weekly visit with his mother. 
But this was odd, Avrohom 
wondered. Why wasn' t Eli ezer 
dropped off inside the syna
gogue like usua l? H e walked 
onto Savoy A venue to see hi s 
boy wi th his mother. Before he 
could reach hi s son, a n un
marked vehicle pulled up nex t 
to them. Wrapped in his tallit 
with prayer book in his right 
hand, four Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agen ts 
jumped out of the car and 
quickly seized him, as Eliezer 
watched dumfound edl y . He 
s tayed in jail for3 months while 
the Orthodox community ral
li ed around him a nd bailed him 
out. 

Artistic Roots 

Avrohom Martinez didn't 
begin his life as a11 Orthodox 
Jew . Brought up as Alvaro 
Martinez in France without any 
religious upbringing, he became 
interes ted in his Jewish roots 
through a Lubavitch center in 
Paris. Martinez' artistic talents 
allowed him to travel to Spain 
and eventually Cape Verde. In 
1989, he applied for a visi tors' 
visa so he could spend Passover 
in America. Arriving in Boston 
with a Cape Yerdea n friend , 
they made their way to New 
York, only to stop in Providence 

Avrohom and Eliezer Martinez 

to visit some friends . Martinez 
never did make it to New York, 
he spent Passover al the home 
of Gershom Barros, who shared 
his knowledge of Spanish. En
joying the seder, Avrohom de
cided to s tay in Providence a 
little longer. He hooked up with 
the Chabad cen te r on Ho pe 
StTeet, where Rabbi Laufer was 
ab le to provide him wi th a place 
to s ta y and ea t, while Martinez 
looked for one of his own. After 
re-doing Rabbi Laufer's house 
from floor to ceiling, he went 
on to do interiors of many 
other community people like 
Gershom Barros and Rabbi Gib
ber. He went on to do the Aron 
(Holy Ark, which holds theSefer 
Torah) a t New England Rab
binica l College. The Herald 's es
teemed Mike Fink comple ted 
three articles about him, one of 
which deals with his ski II as both 
and a rtis t and ca rpenter. 

His son, from a failed mar
riage, born July 4, 1993, made 
him yearn for a secure, nurtur
ing communi ty. He felt he found 
one in the Providence commu
nity. He began to seek religion 
more and more, and took to 
Orthodoxy. H e eventually 
moved to an apartment down 
the street from PHDS. H e bega n 
to take hi s son to study with him 
there, and eventua lly connected 
with Rabbi Gibber a t NERC. He 
continues his involvement with 
this community as he draws 
from its inspiration and stabi l
ity. Rabbi Gibber calls Martinez 
"a hard worker, talented, not a 
burden to the community. He 
independently supports his son 
with hard-earned money a!)d 
refuses to take from the govern-
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A Fruitful Seder 
Rabbi Jagolinzer led a specia l Tu B'Shevat seder at Temple Shalom. More than 50 religious 

school s tudents, parents and teachers E;alhe,eu to share a unique evening together. (See related 
story on Page 6.) Herald photo by Tara V. Liscia11dro 

ment or anyone e lse." This is 
considerably remarkable con
sidering his dealings with im
migration and family court. He 
owes a lot of money to his law
yers. 

Mistakes and 
Mini-Triumphs 

The family court has looked 
kindly on Martinez and grant
ing him sole custody of Eliezer, 
partially because it was lea rned 
that the mother already had five 
other children taken away from 
her by the state. She couldn' t 
prove she could support a child, 
mentally and financially. She 
couldn't hold a job and has had 
to live on disability and wel
fare. Because Martinez showed 
he cared for his son and could 
support him without any assis
tance, the judge granted him 
sole custody, allowing the 
mother visitation rights once a 
week. Because he needed to stay 
to fight for custody for his son, 
his visa expired when he didn't 
leave the country in the appro
priate amount of time required 
by immigration law. From that 
moment, he became an illegal 
immigrant. He was advised by 
other immigrants that if he kept 
clean and didn' t so much as get 
a parking ticket, no one would 
notice and he could apply for 
residency after seven years (a l
lowing him to apply for citi zen
ship five years after that) . "I 
made a mis take," Martinez ad
mits. He could not,a tthispoint, 
renew his visa or apply for citi
zenship . Though in this coun
try from 1989 and a possible 
candidate for residency in '96, 

his ex-wife changed a ll of that in 
'95. That was when she went to 
the INS and reported Martinez 
asan illega l. Shed id this as a last 
ditch effort to get her son back . 
Once Martinez had taken ca re 
of his custody battle, in essence, 
he was thrown into another 
battle- for his s ta tus as an ille
ga l alien. Thrown into jail for 
those three months, he was con
cerned that Eliezer would be 
put in a foster home and never 
taught about his Jewish roots. 
When he was bailed out, he got 
his son back, but that was only 
temporary. The immigration 
court ruled to suspend judge
ment until last month, when 
they said that he can be de
ported. 

Now What? 

His legal advisor, Russell 
Raskin, says the immigration 
law does allow an exception to 
deportation when there is 
a hardship. Eliezercould be con
sidered a hardship. Martinez is 
scheduled to go back to family 
court to a llow him to take his 
son with him should he be de
ported. Because his son is an 
American, he would be in the 
custody of the court upon de
portation,sincehis father would 
be considered a criminal. He is 
concerned because time isn' t on 
his side. The judge in the las t 
immigration proceeding gave 
him extended time, but did not 
specify when the court would 
go about depor tati on proce
dures. Martinez may not be able 
to appeal the judge's ruling any 
more. The chances of the family 
court a llowi ng him to take hi s 

son with -him a re good. Two 
years ago, the family court judge 
mentioned tha t if brought to his 
attention, he would a llo w 
Martinez to take his son. The 
law allows very little notice be
fore deportation. If the immi
gra tion judge doesn't grant 
Martinez ex tra time before de
portation, he may have to leave 
before itis possible to find out if 
he can bring his son with him. 
Knowing the INS tactics, like 
the incid e nt in '95 during 
prayersa tPHDS,he'sconcerned 
.about a knock at the door, INS 
agents barginginand handcuff
ing him in front of his son, scar
ring him for life. He is concerned 
his right to raise his son, given 
to him by the family court, will 
be taken a way from him. In tears 
he s tated, "He is my son. I love 
him. I cannot bear to see him 
taken from me. I stayed here (in 
Providence) because I thought I 
could raise my son in a stable 
community. I saw Providence as 
a place where I could grow. This 
is all taken from me if this hap
pens (deportation). I belieye in 
the system, I hope it can provide 
me with wha t's best for my son." 

Ultimately, the immigration 
court could rule any day about 
the status of Martinez. If he 
should be deported , legal coun
sel will ask for time so he could 
get permission to take his son 
with him . He could see hi s 
American dream slip away at 
any given moment. He worries 
tha t he will be separated from 
his son. He lives in fear of a 
knock at the door. He doesn' t 
want his relationship with his 
son to expire. 
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HAPPENINGS· 
Prospective Adoptive Parents 

Invited· to Informational Meetings 
Adoption Options, the adoption program of Jewish Family 

Service,_offers regular informational meetings about adoption for 
anyone interested in exploring the choices. The meetings are held 
at the offices of Jewish Family Service, located on the second floor 
of the United Way building at 229 Waterman St. in Providence. 
Call 331-5437 for dates/ times and fo register. The meetings are free 
and open to anyone interested in pursuing an adoption. 

A Gathering of Gardeners 
Gardeners, farmers and the interested public from throughout 

Rhode Island will be meeting at the Moses Brown School in 
Providence on March 7 for the eighth annual winter conference of 
the Northeast Organic Farmers Association of Rhode Island. 

This event, open to the public, will feature 16 workshops on 
subjects ranging from alternative energy to seed saving. Keynote 
speaker will be Bill Duesing, author of Living on the Earth. In 
addition, there will be an on-site children's conference organized 
by the Meadowbrook Waldorf School. 

Cost of the conference registration remains $30. However, early 
registration and student discounts are available. For general infor
mation and registration materials, contact David Baldwin at 246-
0275 or Bruce Evje a t 467-3699. 

Choices for the 21st Century 
The Barrington Public Library is leading the way into the 21st 

century. The library is chosen to host a four-session public-policy 
discussion, sponsored by Brown University's Watson Institute, 
and addressing the role of the United States should play in the 
post-Cold War world. Entitled "Choices for the 21st Century" and 
financed by a grant from the National Endowment for the Hu
manities, the discussions are scheduled for March 2, 9, 16 and 23, 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Sessions will be led by Porter Halyburton. 
Proessor Porter Halyburton has been on the faculty of the United 
States Naval War College in Newport since his retirement from 
active Naval service in 1984. He teaches s trategy and policy, 
international relations and the military code of conduct. 

Anyone may participate in this free series, and no special 
knowledge of public policy or world events is required . Textbooks 
with reading selections wIII be provided. Registration for "Choices 
for the 21st Century" begins Feb. 23 at9 a.m. in person or by phone 
at the library's reference desk, 247-1920. 
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Calendar: February 19 thru February 28 
19 R.I. Spring Flower & Garden Show, Feb. 19 to 22, R.I. Convention Center, Providence. 
20 Women & Infants hosts "Rodeo Drive," sponsored by Student National Medical Associa

tion. All-day charity will benefit the hospital and programs. Silent auction 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Free and open to public. Call 274-1122, ext. 1540. 

21 Rhode Island Philharmonic presents "The Viennese Schools" at Veterans Memorial Audi
torium, 8 p.m. For tickets, call 831-3123, ext. 10. 
New England Boat Show from Feb. 21 to March 1. Show hours will be Monday to Friday, 1 
to 9 p .m., Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. to 7 p .m., at Bayside Expo. Ticket prices: Adults 
$8; children 6 to 12, $3; children under 6 free. Call (800) 225-1577 for more information and 
directions. 
"Motzaei Shabbos Live," 7:20 to 8:20 p.m., at New England Rabbinical College, 262 
Blackstone Boulevard. 
Pirchei groups at Providence Hebrew Day School, 1 hour 40 minutes before afternoon 
services. For children grades three to seven. 

22 . The Archaeology of Native Firearms Use in Alaska at Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropol
ogy, Providence, 4 p .m. Call 253-8388. 
Reconstructionist Judaism: An Approach to Jewish Life in the '90s. Second part of three
part series by Rabbi Gail Diamond, Congregation Agudas Ac him, Attleboro, 7 p.m. Call (508) 
222-2243. 
Community Poetry Reading, 2 p.m., Rhode Is land School of Design Museum of Art, 224 
Benefit St. Call Anne Clanton at the Langston Hughes Center for the Arts and Education,598-
5422. 

23 "The Arts in America: Creativity & Controversy," 18th annual Providence Journal/Brown 
University Public Affairs Conference, Feb. 23 to 27. RISO has also joined in a collaborative 
effort this year. Students will present short poetry, drama, dance and video performances as 
well. Student Art Festival organized by theater students will present exhibi ts of current work. 
For a complete schedule of events, call 863-9989. 
Discuss "One Voice, Many Visions: Works of African-American Artists." Discover inno
vative ways to integrate art and the exhibition into classroom curricula in all subjects and 
grade levels (kindergarten to 12). Non-educators welcome. Materials fee $5. To register, call 
454-6545. 

24 Alperin Schechter Day School girls and boys basketball games,3:30and 4:30 p.m., Providence. 
25 Touro Fraternal Association meets for "Hot Dogs and Buns Night" atTouro Hall. Friendship 

Lodge is welcome. Just $1 in advance or $6 at the door. 
The Arthritis Foundation will sponsor a dial-a-doctor call-in, 7 to 9 p .m . Callers can ask the 
doctor questions about arthritis by calling (800) 541-8350. The volunteer doctor, Harold 
Horowitz, M.D., an arthritis specialist, will answer general questions about a rthritis diagno
sis and treatment. 

26 "The Fussy Eater," presented by Lifespan Health Connection. Discussion assists parents 
dealing with common eating problems and their children. Free and open to public. Call to 
preregister, 444-4800. 
Rosh Chodesh, Perspectives meeting for women. If you would like to attend or help to plan 
the women's spiritua l groups, call Allison at 863-9357 by Feb. 24. 
Arlen Avakian, editor of Tlirouglz Tlze Kitchen Window, collection of writings by women on 
food and ethnicity, speaks about her book at a lunchtime discussion. Sponsored by Sarah 
Doyle Women's Center, noon at Brown/ RISO Hillel. 
Storytelling Open Mike, 7:30 p.m., AS220, 115 Empire St. Hosted by Carolyn Martino's 
Word-of-Mouth productions. This free event will feature Diane Postoian, a rtis tic director, of 
Looking Glass Theatre. Call 831-9327 or 351-8090 for i:nore information. 

28 The Morris Family at Chepstow: The genesis of a collection, by Paul L. Miller, curator, 
Preservation Society of Newport College. The collection of decorative and fine arts will be 
discussed at Newport Art Museum, Bellevue Avenue. The Chepstow collection will soon 
open as a museum in Newport. 
"I Have a Dream, The Life and Times of Dr. Martin Luther King,Jr." at Vartan Gregorian 
School, Fox Point, 8 p.m. Presented by All Children's Theatre Ensemble, sponsored by 
Textron Inc. Free and open to public. Call ACT 331-7174. 
Beth Sholom & PHDS sponsor Art Auction at Beth Sholom, Providence, at 7:30 p.m. Profits 
benefit PHDS scholarship fund and Beth Sholom general fund. Contact Marvin Stark at 331-
5327. 
Zamir Chorale of Boston visits Temple Torat Yisrael, Martha S. Hoffman Memorial, 
Cranston, 8:30 p .m. 

How Old is Your Home? 
The Preservation Soci~ty of Pawtucket is hosting a homeowners workshop, "How Old Is My 

House?" at the Pawtucket Public Library, Feb. 28 from 1 to 3 p.m. Pawtucket residents and homeowners 
are invited to join the Preservation Society of Pawtucket in using the preservation resource library to 
discover how old their house is through its architectural design. Those wishing information regarding 
,ilCCUrate restoration and decoration are encouraged tb bring a picture of their house. PSP architects will 
be answering questions and look forward to speaking with Pawtucket residents abou( their homes. 

This workshop is one of many events being sponsored by the PSP over the next several months. 
All are welcome to attend to learn about their homes as well as other exciting ventures being taken 
on by the Preservation Society of Pawtucket. There is no fee for PSP members, and a donation of $5 
is requested from non-members. For more information about "How Old is My House?" or about the 
Preservation Society of Pawtucket, call the PSP at 725-9581. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Brandeis Premieres Program 
For Members of Jewish Press 

JCAS Offers Second 
Annual Film Festival 

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky Tewish Commun ity Reporter 

he American Jewish press 
has informed and educated 
the American Jewish com

munity for decades, but for just 
as long, few have bothered to 
inform and educate members of 
the Jewish press. 

About four years ago, after a 
group of Jewi s h journali s ts 
shared that fact and other prob
lems with members of the Bran
deis University faculty, academ
ics a nd members of the media 
alike determined tha t s tandards 
and morale within the Jewish 
press needed to rise. 

Asa result, this summer Bran
deis University will offer "The 
Brandeis Fellows for Journalis ts 
in the Jewish Press," a new 
weeklong progra m of classes 
about Judaism and Jewish li fe 
designed for members of the 
media . 

"Our aim was to create an 
intensive course for people who 
work in Jewish journa li sm who 
have never had much formal 
study of Judaism," explained 
Program Director Jonathan 
Sarna, a professor of American 
Jewish his tory at Brandeis . 

App li ca tio ns for the pro
gram's 15 complimentary places 
wi ll be reviewed unti l March 1. 
Those selected to take part wi ll 
attend classes between July 12 
and July 17 from 9 a.m . and 6:30 
p.m. Evening acti vities with 
Jewish cultural themes wi ll fo l
low the sessions. 

According to Sharon 
Gillerman, assistant director of 
the program and a professor of 
modern Jewish history at Bran
deis, each day will be organized 
around topics tha t the journal
ists and their audiences fre
quently encounter. 

"We'll spend one full day 
approaching Jewish religious 
life, and that will include dis
cussion of the holidays, the Jew
ish religious movements and the 
role of women and feminism in 
Judaism," Gillerman said . 

The program will also ap
proach the following themes: 
American Jewish life; modern 
Jewish history and the birth of 
Israel; Israel and Diaspora rela
tions; Eastern Europe in the past 
and present, and commemora
tions and museums. 

Brandeis facu lty members 
will teach most of the classes, 
Gi llerman said . 

Both she and Sarna have been 
careful to keep their expecta
tions for the brief course rea lis
tic. 

"We're not expecting to get 
from Abra ha m to Henry 
Kissinger," Sarna said. "We' re 
eager to help members of the 
media learn where to go when 
they have questions." 

According to Sarna , the id ea 
for the pilot offering sprang up 
in 1994, after a forum for mem
bers of the Brandeis faculty and 
administration a nd journalis ts 
generated a new awareness of 
problems plaguing the Jewish 
press. 

"For many of us, the Bryn 
Forum brought home the way 
that the Jewish press feels that it 
is perceived," Sarna remem
bered . "Jewish journalists have 
a sense that they area s tepchild . 

Mainstream journalists do not 
pay enough attention to them, 
and the Jewish community does 
not feel that journalism is worth 
investing in." 

After the conference, Brandeis 
President Yehuda Rei nharz felt 
that ac tion was in order . Sarna 
and Gillerman agreed. 

About a yea r later, the Bran
d eis facu lty members called for 
another meeting. 

This time, they invited pub
lisher Milton Gralla and editors 
from some of the country's lead
ing Jewish publica tions. 

"We had a very useful and 
interes ting di scuss ion abou t 
what would be the best thing to 
do," Sarna said. "We would have 
liked to send everyone to Bran
deis for a yea r, but it became 
clear that because of the de
mands of journalism jobs, the 
week class was the way to go." 

Gra lla agreed to finance the 
developing program, and the 
editors a nd Brandeis facu lty 
members began to put together 
the course materials via e-mail. 

"A fter a ll, we are not journal
is ts," explained Sarna. "The 
course grew out of the needs of 
the people in the fie ld , and they 
have given us greatcred ibility." 

According to Gi llerman, the 
editors presented some critical 
information about Jewish jour
nalis ts and their backgrounds. 

"Many of them have some 
interes t in or familia ri ty with 
Jewish affairs, but they have 
never had an opportunity to 
stud y the issues in a sophisti 
ca ted way," she sa id . "Many 
members of the Jewish press 
come to Jewish journalism after 
gaining experience in the larger 
field and then acquire knowl
edge in the areas they work in, 
but the editors sa id that led to 
huge gaps in their knowledge." 

Despite these problems, 
Sarna hopes the program will 
upgrade an American Jewish 
press that hasalready improved 
tremendously. 

"Jewish papers have risen to 
a ca liber that has never been 
seen in America before," Sarna 
said. "Across the country, there 
have been very significa nt im
provements. I see this program 
meshing wi th that trend." 

Sarna a lso believes the Jew
ish press is gaining new recog
nition. 

" In many communities, the 
newspaper is the most signifi
ca nt piece of Judaica that comes 
into the home," he sa id . "It 's 
very widely read, and it pro
vid es a great opportunity to 
educa te the community. It rep
resents the new world of Jewish 
journalism tha t we are hoping 
to recognize, nurture and de
velop." 

by Emily Torgan-Shalansky 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
It's back. 
Because the Jewish Cultural 

Arts Society's first-ever film fes
ti va l scored a huge hit las t yea r, 
its members will present a new 
group of movies and speakers 
at the RJSDauditorium between 
March 7 and March 10. 

Thi s yea r , sa id M eli ssa 
Chernofsky, a Hille l Jewish 
Campus Service Corps fellow 
w ho heads the Jewish Cultural 
Arts Society, the films will be 
thematica lly organized to facili
tated iscussion of the issues they 
explore. 

"We se lected the best a nd 
most unusual films we cou ld 
find , then we grouped them ac
cording to themes tha t would 
appea l to students and commu
nity members a like," Chern
ofsky said of the Jewish Cul
tural Arts Society, a student or
ganization made possible by the 
Brown-RISO Hillel. 

On March 7, a program en
titled "Women a nd Identity" 
will include two pieces. Za li sa 
Rabi n's " N ick a nd Rachel" 
(1996), a film about a young 
Orthodox woman who fa lls in 
love ~ith a gentile man who 
works in her fa ther's jewelry 
s tore, will run first. "The Re
turn of Sa ra h's Dau g hters" 
(1993), which delves into the 

world of Orthodox Judaism and 
documents itseffectson three of 
its female members, will follow. 
The program will end a t mid
night with a showing of "Dirty 
Dancing." 

On March 8, after a reprise 
showing of "Nick and Rachel," 
filmmaker Za lisa Rabin wi ll be 
atRJSDtoanswerquestionsand 
discuss her experiences as a 
woman filmmaker. 

At 7 p .m . that evening, as 
part of a program entitled "Is
rael at 50," Brown-RJSD Hillel 
a nd the Jewish Federa tion of 
Rhode Island will jointly present 
"The Flyi_ng Camel" (1994), a 
film about a Jewish professor 
and a Palestinian rubbish col
lector who become a metaphor 
for Arab-Jewish relations. 

On March 9, a program en
titled "Communities inConflict," 
that will be jointly sponsored by 
the Brown Program in Afro
American s tudies, will begin 
with Dr. Seuss' animated classic 
"The Sneetches." Nex t, "Blacks 
and Jews" (1996), a film crea ted 
by the black/Jewish filmmaking 
tea m of Alan Snitow and 
Deborah Kaufman, will look at 
the tensions between the two 
groups as reflected in the media. 

On March 10, the festival will 
close with a segment entitled 
"Politics and Everyday Life," 

(Continued on Page 15) 

The amenities of a first-class resort, 
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OPINION 
The Wonders of Ecumenism 

Last Frid ay, Rabbi Leo 
Abrami was completing his pas
toral visits at the Miriam Hospi
tal, when a volunteer asked him 
if he could assist a distressed 
family which was anxiously 
waiting in the room adjacent to 
the Intensive Care Unit. The fam
ily comprised the husband and 
the three daughters of a dying 
woman who had reached the 
term of her earthly li fe. The at
tendant had been instructed to 
"pull the plug" as soon as the 
priest would have administered 
the last rites. 

The Catholic chaplain, how
ever, could not be found and all 
the efforts of the hospital per
sonnel to find another priest had 
failed. 

The rabbi, then, s tepped in 
the situation and accompanied 
the family to the beside of the 

woman. He spoke about the 
ephemerous character of life and 
the meaning of love and our 
need to surrender to the will of 
the Creator. They reci ted the 
Pslam 23 and the Lord's prayer 
(an ancient Jewish prayer, after 
all) and the oldest daughter re
cited the Rosary. They embraced 
each other and committed the 
life of their mother and wife to 
G-d. 

The Sages of Is rael had 
taught: "When there is no one 
ready to assume given respon
sibility, then you must do it." It 
did not occur to Rabbi Abrami 
that this could mean that a rabbi 
could assume the role of a priest 
(or almost) when no priest can 
be found. 

Carmine D. Olivieri, 
President 

Temple Am David 

'As The Leader, 
So The Generation' 

(Arakin 17a) 
The character of the leader· 

has an influence on the charac
terof the generation. Others say 
the character of the generation 
determines the quality of the 
leader. 

This controversy may shed 
light on the popular ques tion 
concerning the rela tive grea t
ness of Abraham and Noach. If 
the leader influences his gen
eration, the n o bv ious ly 
Abraham was g reate r than 
Noach. If the generation influ
ences the leader (and Noach was 
not swayed by his wicked gen
eration), then he was greater 
than Abraham (Rabbi M.A. 
Arnie!, Hegyonath El-Ami, p. 2). 

SeeBabaKamma52a-"W hen 
the shepherd becomes angry 
withhisflockheappointsa leader 
(bell-wether) who is blind." 
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(When the A-mighty wishes to 
punish the "enemies of Israel," 
he has them appoint leaders who 
are not qualified - Rashi.) 

Eru bi11 41a - "After the head 
the bod y follows." 

Pirke de Rabbi Eliezer 42 -
"When the shepherd blunders 
along his way, his flock blun
d ers a fter him." 

The Baal Shem Tov held that 
every detail that exists in the indi
vidual also exists in the human 
race as a whole. Just as man con
sists of body and soul, so in a city 
or a nation, the people are the 
body while the leader is the soul. 

If the soul is pure, so is the 
body. Co nsequently, if one 
wants to improve things in gen
eral, he must first improve him
self (Rabbi Y.Y. of Polonoye, 
Toledoth Yaakov Yosef, Kedoshim). 

Candlelighting 
February 20, 1998 

5:07 p.m. 

Notice: The opinions pre se nted on th is 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

Robin's History Lesson 
by Cindy Halpern 

"Mommy, will you write me 
a note?" my daughter casually 
asked me at the breakfast table 
this morning while I sipped my 
tea and buttered my bagel. Of 
course, my suspicious motherly 
mind wondered whether Robin 
was looking for an easy way 
out for not having done her 
homework assignment. I asked 
in a blunt tone, "Did you do 
your homework?" 

"Yes, Mo mmy, but the 
teacher wants me to pretend to 
be a nun or Christian clergy
man for the class's medieval 
fair. I told her I can' t because 
I'm Jewish, but she sa id it was 
only pretend so that it was all 
ri g ht for me to do it. But, 
Mommy, I don' t think it's all 
right do you?" 

"No, I don't. I' ll wri te you 
the note to explain to your 
teacher whyi tisn' tright." 'fhen, 
I quickly put my cup of tea aside 
to relate to the teacher a his tory 
lesson that is n' t written in 

Robin's public school his tory 
text book. 

I wrote about the Crusaders' 
who massacred Jews on the 
Rhine on their way to the Holy 
Land. I told how Jews were seg
regated into ghettoes and made 
to wear distinguishing clothes 
so no Christian could mistake 
them foro ther Christians. Thus, 
Robin was not to pretend to be 
one of the people who brought 
such hardship to her ancestors. 

I folded my note and sent it 
.off to school with Robin, but my 
stomach co ntinu ed to feel 
twisted in knots. Robin's text
book merely follows a curricu
lum of how people view his
tory. Chi ld ren are being social
ized to believe that the Crusades 
brought commerce to Europe, 
improving trade and creating 
towns. Although these are true 
facts, it's only part of the pic
ture . It ' s the same narrow
minded history lesson written 
by this generation' s textbook 
authors who are repeating what 

Parshat Shekalim 
by Daniel Tarabelo 

On the Sabbath prior to the 
month of Adar, when the las t 
person is ca lled to the Torah, the 
Parsha of Shekalim which con
sists of fi ve passages, Exodus 
30:11-16, is read . There the To
rah describes G-d 's command
ment to Moses to count the num
,ber of people in the Jewish oa
tion via a mandatory "head tax." 
Each male over the age of 20 
was instructed to contribute a 
half-shekel to the tax. By count
ing the number of coins contrib
uted, Moses was able to ascer
tain how many men the nation 
consisted of. 

Eachensuingyeareverymale 
over the age of 20 was required 
to contribute a half-shekel to the 
Tabernacle's sacrificia l funds. 
Later in temple times, each male 
was again obligated to contrib
ute a half-shekel ,to the funds of 
the Temple. The money collected 
was used for the purchase of the 

dailyTamid sacrifice. At the out
set of Adar, the congregations 
were reminded that it was time 
to contribute the half-shekel for 
each 20-year-old male. Starting 
in Nisun, the next month, they 
began to use the new funds for 
the purcha se of sac rifi ces . 
Though we no longer have the 
Temple, we read the portion of 
the Torah whichdiscussesG-d 's 
command to Moses to collect the 
half-shekel as a remembrance of 
those contributions. However, 
this was not the initial cause of 
our giving the half-shekel. 

After the sin of the Golden 
Calf, G-d sent a plague amongst 
His nation to punish those who 
had sinned. After the plague 
subsided, He instructed Moses 
to count His people. The com
mentaries give a parable to il
lustrate w hyG-d chose to count 
His nation at that point in time. 
Just as a shepherd whose flock 
had survived a severe plague 

the last generation of textbook 
writers wro te for me to read, 
learn, and believe. 

The difference between the 
o ther children in my class and 
myself was that even when I 
was a chi ld, I was the type who 
lea rned to question everything 
by reading more on the subject 
that was presented. I would find 
my way to the Brown Univer
sity bookstore on Thayer Street 
a nd bookstores on Ha rvard 
Square in Cambridge, or at the 
Jewish Museum bookstore in 
New York. When I began to 
travel to Europe, I found myself 
in books tores in Oxford , 
Copenhagen, and Amsterdam. 
My search for new knowledge 
continues to this very day. 

Thankfully, Robin is fo llow
ing in my foots teps. Her quest 

· for truth began a few years back 
when I no longer permitted her 
to si t in front of the television. 
She learned to love books as I 
do. Now on the weekends, she 

(Continued on Page 15) 

will stop to count his beloved 
sheep after the plague had been 
s ta ved, so, too, G-d wished to 
count His people after they had 
survived the plague brought 
about by their sin of the Golden 
Calf. The counting was a sign of 
love from G-d towards His 
people. By counting the indi
vidualsG·d was displaying that 
each Jew was still dear to Him. 

Thus, the initial command to 
count the people by their con
tributing a half-shekel was both 
a means of showing a renewed 
closeness between G-d and His 
people, as well as a means for 
each Jew to contribute and 
thereby receive an atonement for 
the sin of the Golden Calf. This 
initialcommand to count the Jew
ish people through their giving 
of a half-shekel is the special por
tion of the Torah which we read 
as the Parsha of Shekalim. 

Tarabelo is a student at New 
England Rabbinical College. 

How To Collect a Loan 
One of the commandments 

contained in this week's Torah 
portion Mishpatim, is "If you will 
lend money to any of My people." 
Lending money to a poor person 
is considered a mitzva. 

According to our Sages, G-d 
performs all thesamemitzvot. He 
commands the Jewish people to 
.observe, "He declares His 
word to Jacob, His statutes 
and His judgements to Is
rael." The Torah's "stat
utes" and "judgments" and 
G-d's statues and judge
ments! Thus, G-d, too, ob
serves the mitzva of "lend
ing money to the poor," as it were. 

Let us examine exactly what 
is involved in the transaction of 
a loan: A loan consists of one 
person giving money to another, 
even though he is not obligated 
to do so. The money is a gift; the 
borrower does not give anything 
in exchange. Nonetheless, the 
person on the receiving end of 
the transaction is obliged to 
eventually repay the giver. 

The Holy One, Blessed Be He, 

observes all of the Torah's com
manaments. G-d's "loan" to us, 
however, co nsis ts of the 
strengths and abi lities He en
dows us with to succeed in our 
daily li ves. 

These gifts are not measured, 
nor does G-d grant them only to 
the deserving, just as monetary 
loans are not made solely to 

those in dire.need. And yet, they 
are still "loans" and must there
fore be repaid. But how do we 
repay our debt? By utilizing our 
strengths and abilities to carry 
ou tourdivinelyappointed mis
sion in life, observing G-d 's 
"sta tutes" and judgements" in 
fulfillment of His will. 

The second half of the above 
comma ndment reads, "You 
shall not be a creditor to him, 
nor shall you lay upon him in-

terest." It is forbidden for a 
lender to pressure the borrower 
into repaying his loan. He may 
neither ask for his money nor 
cause him distress. If the loan 
has not yet been repaid it is ob
vious that the borrower does 
not have the money to do so. In 
fact, the lender may not even 

show himself to the bar· 
rower, that he not be made 
to feel any embarrassment 
or shame. 

G-d also observes the 
prohi bition against being a 
creditor. G-d could easily 
demand payment by pun

ishing His children and inflicting 
pain and suffering, but He does 
not. Foritis forbidden for a credi
tor to cause sorrow to those who 
are in his debt: 

Instead, G-d acts toward the 
Jewish people wi th kindness 
and mercy, granting them all 
manner of revea led and open 
goodness. 

Adapted from Likutei Sichot, 
Volume 1. Submitted by Rabbi 
l.Jlufer, Chabad House, Providence. 



• 

I guess all art is a bit surrea l, 
dipped in dreamland. My meet
ing with Professor Jeff Lesser at 
my nearby spot-struck a no te o f 
dada. 

l expected a quie t quarter 
hour at a wintry window on a 
lazy, hazy afternoon. Ins tead, 
the place was jammed with 
cheerful elders ... from the cor
ner group home. It was a so
ciable and amiable troop, and l 
had broughta long mysmalldog 
to curl on my lap like a cat. Her 

breed tends to tremble as if from 
the cold in the presence of 
strangers, and of crowds. But 
they couldn' t stay away or s top 
smiling at her . 

Jeff brought us two little cups 
ofespresso,his with fa ncy cream 
on top. He summed uphisstory. 
"!speak perfect Portuguese a nd 
imperfect French, Spanish and 
Yiddish. My twin 5-year-old 
boys ta lk with the accent they 
picked up in Brazil. My wife is 
Brazilian." 

We havea mutual friend who 
suggested that we set up this 
rendezvous wi th destinies. Amy 
studied Jewish-Brazilian his tory 
and knew of my interest in 
marranic crypto customs south 
of our border. 

"No, my in-laws do not trace 
thei r roots to the Inquisition, but 
rather to the Holocaust. They 
were well es tabli s h ed in 
Bucharest, Rumania, and were 
lucky to get out to Engla nd jus t 
before the war. They made their 
way to Pa lestine and then got 
visas to Brazi l. But the 
Ashkenazic community is not 
really an intellectual or a rtistic 
society. They prosper, but they 
stay to themselves. On the other 
hand, if you canoe a long the 
Amazon into the jung le, you will 
find 1rncientJewish gravestones. 
And you may visit wonderful, 
his toric synagogues in secluded 
tow ns." 

I was comfortable on a couch, 
but my pooch made her way 
over lo Jeff's lap whi le he d rew 

Sipping at 
Surrealism 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

these exotic sketches in words. 
The groupies, 1 mean the chal
lenged cafe guests,couldn' tstay 
away. They moved close to us 
three, drawn to the companion
able tone. They didn'tresentour 
circle. They liked it. The servers 
took to us as well. But they as
sumed tha t m y pet belonged to 
Jeff. I su ffered a tiny twinge of 
protecti ve parental prideattheir 
error. "She's mine," I murmur 
a nd pat a furry head. 

Professor Lesser teaches his-

Herald photo by Mike Fink 

toryat Connecticut College, but 
keeps a n o_ffice within the Por
tuguese department headquar
ters a t Brown while on semester 
sabba tical. "I question the com
mon no tion tha t ha lf of Br.azi l is 
secretly Jewish, that any name 
d erived from na ture-a tree, an 
animal, a bird, a flower- goes 
back to the flight from the Holy 
Office. But it is true tha t among 
the Jewish families in Recife 
there a re some remnants of the 
Sephardics. Most of them left 
fo r New Amsterdam, and some 
fami lies, of course, came to New
port, Rhode Island. They left 
traces throughout the Carib
bean, in a ll the places Jews go to 
for vacation, to gamble and 
froli c, nowadays. In those days 
'travel was more serious." 

The Lessers may choose to 
send their boys on from nearby 
King to local Jewish schools. The 
surrea l, or painterly, or dada 
element in our chat came from 
the pictures going through my 
mind as Jeff spoke. Brazil is an 
immense canvas. But the great 
ri ver runs through it. And those 
markers and monuments and 
those lines from faraway cross
ing and meeting and mixing the 
familiar and the strange. I once 
eyed a little token fetish souve
nir, a tiny bottle of sand a nd 
wa ter from Reci fe, the Jewish 
port in Brazil, like an hourglass 
of our collective migrations. But 
then, the coffeehouse where Jeff 
and I sipped our demitasse was 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Happy As We 
by M ike Fink 

Herald Contribu ting Reporter 

"Why do I love you? Why do 
you love me?" My mom used to 
sing to me these ly rics from 
"Showboat" which came out the 
season she was married-1927. 
It's a musical play tha t spans a 
lot of history. l had the privilege 
of introducing a screening of 
the 1951 film version a t a Con
necticut cinema. My gig gave 
me the chance to research the 
background of this greatest and 
lushest of our American dream 
designs, the make-believe oper
atic world of Jerome Kern-and 
of Oscar Hammers tein ll, and of 
Edna Ferber, and of a shipload 
of other creative talents. 

I get a letter from my college 
classmate asking me to pick out 
a movie from his collection. 1 
read some books, view some 
videos, drive up into the glar
ing sunset, make my introduc
tion, and chalk up yet another 
winte r's celebration of a tradi
tion we have set up. I watched 
"Till the Clouds Roll By," the 
MGM '40s bio of Kern's obses
sion with the metaphor of the 
Mississippi showboat, s tarring 
Robert Walker as the great man. 
Mostly, he seems to cross the 
Atlan ti c mixing British and 
European tunes with the new 
sound s of our immigrant 
shores. "Showboat" is a lmost 
the s tory of Ho llywood and 
Broadway combined, with its 
tragicomic churning of the 
wheels of progress, whi le ol' 
man river, he jes' keeps rollin' 
a long. The sound, the look, the 
feel of the epic event in popular 
entertainment hold g randeur, 
poetry, even philosophy. 

I told the audience a t the 
sparkling, restored downtown 
theater that Paul Robeson had 
put some humor and commen
tary in the black and white 1936 
screen edition, and Irene Dunne 
had done an elegant Magnolia. 
But the '50s was a cautious, if 
a lso sometimes hopeful, time, 
and technicoloradded vibrancy 
to the tale . In the end, Ava 
Gardner steals the show, even 
though her voice is dubbed. 

She really did drink on the 
set, and her scenes as a lush are 
disturbingly convincing and 
poignant. H er Julie, whose 
mixed race dooms and destroys 
her, is inspired by her personal 
di lemmas and makes her close
ups both lyrica l and strangely 
regal. "Showboat" deals with 
injus tice and imbalance, and 
givesanaudience plenty to think 
about as well as enjoy. Our 
audience folded in youngsters 
impressed by the power of the 
pas t, along with elders moved 
by the reminderof the cul tureof 
their youth. I have a small fa n 
club by now, formed from the 
number of times I've made this 
trek over the R.I. border. 

There's Klara from Russia, a 
tiny grandmother who brings 
me a doll from her Byelorussian 
background and a book in 
Cyrillic characte rs about he r 
mother's career as an actress on 
the Soviet stage. There's Burt 
the projectio nist who a lso puts 
out the free coffee and dough
nuts to draw the crowd to the 
nosta lgic ga thering. 

The firs t time I saw Ava 's 
Julie was the original downtown 

Albee showing in 1951. I went 
with a black Hope High class
mate, a pianist named Raymond 
Jackson. At that time it was un
usual to see white and black 
kids on the street togeth~r. It 

it alone, a beauty ra ther like the 
Wolf Gal or Moonbeam 
McSwine, a force of nature, not 
culture. 

No lack of things to talk about, 
before, during and after staring 

MIKE FINK, Klara and Naomi at the State Cinema in Stamford 
screening of "Showboat." Herald pltoto by Mike Fink 

was our only rendezvous, but I 
never forgot its stiff intensity of 
shared feeling. 

But prints themselves forget 
the intensity of coloring. I mean, 
no matter how carefully you 
s tore the cans and air-condition 
the room, the reds go rusty, and 
the blues fade to g ray. The g lory 
of the fabu lous '50s pours onto 
the s ilver dots in a sepia stain. 

The rest of the cast add su
perb songs, extra vagant a ttire, 
and an inspired level and tone. 
The Champions doing thei r bal
let and tap, the team of Grayson 
and Keel solidly strong in du
e ts, the fancy Agnes Moorhead 
and surprising ly subtle Joe E. 
Brown as Cap'n Andy, and the 
deep notes of Wi lliam Warfield 
doing the theme song, a ll sur
rou nd Ava Gardner with the 
stuff of voice and dance, while 
she suggests and slips and s lides 
through like a chord of silver or 
gold. Coming from a llia nces 
with Mickey Rooney and Artie 
Shaw a nd moving on to Frank 
Sina tra,sheco1,1ld takei torleave 

up at the o ld story once more, 
comparing then to now, back
wards ~nd forwards. 

My love for the old movies 
has followed me lifelong, from 
the Hope Theater lo the Loew's 
and the Strand, through college 
and beyond. They a re shared 
illusions, magical s tories that 
be long to a generation, and can 
be handed down to the next one, 
even if the hue is dimmed. They 
lift you to a higher plane and 
leave you there for a few mo
ments or hours afterward while 
you mull them over. 

And then, the showboat of 
my visi t to my old schoolmate,of 
whose success as a mensch I am 
so proud, rolls o;,. And the Jew
ish-American hit, only recently 

· returned to sp lendor on Broad
way,captures the journey from a 
boyhood listening to mom "Why 
should there be two, happy as 
we?" to a delightful reunion of 
friends connecting in Connecti
cut. ltall closes withCap'n Andy 
hiccupping and counseling, 
"Smile, 'Noly, smile!" 

Giants In The Land 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
Maybe our lives are like land

fills, piles of accidenta l events. 
Orperhapsevery footstep is laid 
down like a gard en· path. I met 
t~o s tudents on the same day. 
Jenny was produci ng a 
videoportrait of her fathe r's 
cousin, a freakshow carniva l 
giant and monster actor in Hol
lywood B movjes, made fa mous 
by Diane Arbus in one of her 
sta rtling camera icon images. 
Yes,' he was a Jewish giant like a 
golem! 

Jenny was born the year he 
died; but her childhood was 
haunted by her grotesque col
Iectibn of pictures o f the re
nowned rela ti ve. "People only 
whispered about him. He was a 
scandal and an embarrassment. 
My fa ther changed the subject if 
I asked about him." 

1 made some generaliza tions 
about the physica lly unusual. 
How it can serve as a privilege 
as well as a dishonor. I told her 

to look up the symbolism of a 
giant in dream dictionaries and 
fo lklore references. I spun some 
y~rns from my memory and 
added in the irony that Jews are 
no t supposed to be giants ex
cept in moral sta ture. We are 
Davids, not Goliaths. 

"Giantism is weakness, not 
s tre ng th. My fa mily cousin 
never married, because the con
dition makes you impotent," 
said Jenny. She added , "I hope 
you will watch my work so far 
and help me put together a nar
ration." And she moved across 
my long, oblong office to fe tch a 
pile of tissues from the box to 
wipe her eyes. "I can't speak 
about him, and us, without 
weeping, even in front of the 
enti re class," she says with a 
sob in her voice. 

Now, about the othe, en
counter with a s tudent. Johann 
is the grandson ofa fo nner Nazi 
physician, who was charged 
with the task of shaping the 

(Continued on !'age 15) 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Temple Shalom 
Hosts A Fruitful Seder 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 
Herald Editor 

More than 75 students attend 
Temple Shalom religious school 
in Middeltown. Younger chil
dren spend three days a week at 
Temple Shalom while teenage 
students visit two days a week. 
"We nurture the kids," said 
Rabbi Jagolinzer, 'They enjoy 
coming here and they want to 
come." The rabbi's words are 
more than true as anxious chil
dren buzz in and out of class
rooms, preparing for a special 
event. Tucked away o n 
Aquidneck Island, Temple Sha
lom hosts a series of programs 
as well as religious school for 
fami lies to take part in and Tu 

B'Shevat is just one of the many. 
Normally students would at

tend classes, complete projects 
and discuss various issues and 
ideas. But for Tu B'Shevat stu
dents ga thered together and 
prepared a special seder in or
d er to celebrate the Jewish New 
Year For Trees. While little 
hands peeled big juicy oranges, 
apples, pears and other seasonal 
fruits, Rabbi Jagolinzer joined 
them in the kitchen and began a 
rather fruitful discussion. "What 
does Tu B'Shevat mean?" he 
started, "Who sends us trees to 
plant?" Lively voices respond 
with "JNF." The rabbi has thei r 
a ttention, "And what does JNF 
sta nd for?" he asks. Again, al-

PARENTS, CHILDREN AND TEACHERS filled Temple Shalom on Tu B'Shevat. Together they 
shared a fru it salad seder, songs and learning. Herald photo by Tara v . Liscia11dro 

RABBI JAGOLINZER and religious school students work 
together to prepare a special Tu B'Shevat seder. 

Herald photo by Tara V. Lisciandro 

most a II of the youngsters know 
the answer, "The Jewish Na
tional Fund!" Thequestionsand 
answers go on until more than 
five big glass bowls of fresh fruit 
have been prepared fo r the 
seder. 

Meanwhile, o ther s tudents 
have prepared tables with cups 
a nd spoons, sparkling grape 
juice and a special Tu B'Shevat 
Haggadah. Students created col
orfu I drawings of trees, forests 
a nd other nature scenes as 
Haggadah covers and Rabbi 
Jagolinzer prepared other ma
terials for the Haggadah. 

Soon enough parents begin 
to enter and take their sea ts. 
Rabbi Jagolinzer takes to the 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
presents 

ZRmlR CRCRRlE CF ECSTCN 

IN CELEBRATION OF ISRAEL'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Saturday Evening, February 28 at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets: $ 15 adults, $10 seniors and students 
For tickets and information contact Temple Torat Yisrael 
330 Park Avenue, Cranston, RI 02905 - ( 401) 785-1800 

head table and begins to talk 
abou t the importance of Tu 
B'Shevat. Anxious little hands 
wave in the air as the rabbi asks 
questions and students show 
off their knowledge of the holi
day to their parents. Later in the 
evening families share their 
fruitful seder then join in songs 
and conversa tion. 

'Thetempleservesthreepur-

poses," said Rabbi Jagolinzer, 
"spiritual, educa tional and so
cial. The temple also fills a void 
a nd a need." Senior groups, 
scouts, adults and stud ents and 
a religious school share the 
temple. "It's· multifunctional," 
said RabbiJagolinzer, "It's more 
than a bui ld ing, it's the people, 
we perpetuate and care about 
Judaism." 

Young Judaea Announces 
New Israel Programs 

Whether the teen-agers in 
your family love to hike off the 
beaten track in search of adven
ture or prefer exp loring the Jirik 
between ancient and modern 
history, Young Judaea has the 
perfect program. 

"Young Judaea'~ new four
week programs have been de
signed to provide students with 
physically, intellectually and 
spiritually challenging experi
ences, while leaving them ample 
time to pursue their other favor
ite summertime activities," said 
Marlene E. Post, national presi
dentof Hadassah, the Women's 
Zionis t Organization of 
America, which sponsors the 
Zionis t youth movem e nt, 
Young Judaea. 

This summer, Young Judaea 
offers two new four-week sum
mer excursions to Israel from 
June 23 to July 21: 

Israel Expedition for teens 
who love outdoor adventure. 
Four week program includes: 
camel riding and Bedouin hos· 
pitali ty, a night hike, rafting on 
the Jordan River, water hikes, 

s norkeling in the Red Sea, 
rappelling, a sea-to-sea hike and 
camping under the stars. 

Israel Uncovered explores 
the d eep layers of Israel's past. 
History-buffs will walk through 
Jewish history as they follow 
the footsteps of their biblical an
cestors and ancient civilizations 
throug h modern times. Ar
chaeological sites, ancient caves, 
historical landmarks and the 
land of Israel itself will be ex
plored . 

Each group, comprised of 
approximately 35 to 40 students 
from North America, will travel 
in modern, a ir-conditioned 
buses and wi ll be staffed by four 
permanentcoun$elors. Medical 
services will be available 24 
hours a day. The price of $2,500 
includes airfare from a New 
York-area airport, meals, lodg
ing, all admissions, tour guides 
and medical insurance. Space is 
limited . 

To sign up, or for more infor
mation about any of Young 
Judaea's youth program, call 
(800) 725-0612. 

Help Bring Passover to 
Those in Need 

The literal translation of Moes Chitim means "money for 
wheat." Established to help the old, infirm, lonely and poor to 
celebrate Passover with matzoh and traditional foods, the 
United MoesChitim Fund is again asking for the community's 
support. Contributions will support the a nnual Community 
Seder a t the Jewish Community Centerof Rhode Island and a 
seder for residents of the Institute of Mental Health and Ladd 
Center. 

To fulfi ll this traditional obligation, send a donation to the 
United Moes Chi tim Fund, in care of Jewish Family Service, 
229 Waterman St., Providence, RI 02906. 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ORT Extends Invite 
to Israel 50th Trip 

Community Melave Malka 
A_ ga thering of about 50 people met at Congregation Mishkan Tefilah, Feb. 15 to share food and 

thought. The event was sponsored by Torah Educa tion Center. Fischel .Bressler provided the 
Women's American ORT is 

inviting interested women ·_ 
and men - to join its Young 
Lead ership Mission to Israel 
April 22 to May 1. 

Mi ssion co-cha ir Shery l 
Solomon of Wilmette, Ill., d e
scribed the upcoming trip as a 
rare opportunity "to be in Israel 
at this moment in his tory, trav
eling with bright, talented meri 
a nd women." She said , "For 
ORTists, it's the opportunity to 
see the fruits of our labor and 
meet the s tud e nts at ORT 
schools. 

For people new to ORT, it's a 
rare chance to learn about ORT 
technica l training p rogra ms 
firs tha nd ." 

The trip price - $1,850 -
includes Jerusa lem, Masada and 
the Dead Sea, the springtime 

beau ty of the Galilee, and the 
mystica l city of Safed. 

With all the Young Lead er
ship participants younger than 
the Jewish State and with ORT 
now in its 50th year in Israel, co
chair Solornon feels it's a double 
opportuni ty to be part of Jewish 
his tory . 

As the flagship of ORT's glo
ba l program, O RT-Israel is 
bringing tec hni ca l tra in ing 
coupled .with Jewish educa tion 
to 87,000 students, with p ro
grams in every major Israeli city 
and town. ORT is pioneering in 
p roducing teaching materi als 
incorporating computers and 
software into curriculum. 

For information on the Young 
Leadership Mission to Israel, 
telephone (800) 51-W AORT, ext. 
347, or (212) 505-7700, ext. 347. 

music. To top the night off, Rabbi 
Nachman Klein, of Baltimore, 
Md, addressed the aud ience. He 
said the purpose of the Melave 
Malka is to "focus on the uni ty of 
a ll approaches to Torah Judaism 
in the ci ty of Providence." He 
reminded everyone to "put aside 
our differences and work to
gether for Judaism." 

Rabbi Nachman Klein 
of Baltimore, MD 

JCC Association Launches Maccabi 
Games Website Fischel Bressler 

Jewish Community Centers Associa tion of North America 
launched its JCC Maccabi website, containing info rmation, high
lights and updates on the JCC Maccabi Garnes. The JCC Maccabi 
Garnes combine a weeklong athle ti c competition fo r Jewish teen
agers with community service. The games are the largest a thle ti c 
ga thering of Jewish teens in the world , with more than 4,200 
athletes participating in 1997. The 1998 Garnes will be held in 
Charlotte, N.C., from Aug. 9 to 14 and Detroit, Mich. , from Aug. 16 
to 23. 

The website - <www.jccmaccabi.org> - provides info rma
tion onJCC Maccabi Garnes programs; history; eligibility require
ments; a thle tic, social and cultural events; links to other a thletic 
"Yebsites; and partnership /sponsorship opportuniti es. · 

The website also presents details on JCC Association's 1998 
Israel Sports Spectacular, a four-week athletic program in Israel fo r 
North American Jewish teen-agers. The teen-agers train and com
pete with Israeli teens, while they d evelop ties to Israel. The 
exciting program fea tures sports clinics, a fi ve-day intensive sports 
camp, and recrea tional play. 

Jewish Community Centers Association of North America is the 
centra l leadership and service organiza tion fo r the 275 JCCs, YM
YWHAs and summer camps across the United States and Canad a. 

Dr. Judith Romney Wegner Speaks 
at Congregation Agudas Achim 

The Mishnah Class of Con
grega tion Agudas Achim will 
be holding a Siyyum (conclud
ing) Celebra tion in honor of thefr 
completion ofTractate Berachot 
(blessings) on Feb. 22 a t 9:30 
a.m. a t Congregation Agudas 
Achim , 901 N . Main St ., 
Attleboro, Mass. Dr. Judith 
Romney Wegner, professor at 
Brown University, is the guest 
speaker. Her topic is "Mishnah: 

the Status of Women in the 
Mishna h" was published by 
Oxford University Press in 1988. 

All arewelcome toattend this 
celebration with the Mishnah 
Class and hear Dr. Wegner. 
Breakfast will also be served . 
For further information, call the 
synagogue at (508) 222-2243 . . 

Temple Torat Yisrael 
Hosts Jewish 
Theological 

Seminary Shabbat 
I 

Temple Torat Yisrael we!- teach, share, and "put a face on 
comesGideon Zelerrnyer,a first- the seminary." Cantor Lieber
year rabbinica l s tudent repre- man, a graduate of the serni
sentinga new generationofJew- nary, visi ted a congregation in 
ish lea rn ing, lead ership and Chicago, Ill. , that firs t Seminary 
commitment. Zelermyer also Shabbat; this yea r the seminary 
shares with us his excitement will be reaching more than 130 
a nd thrill of being a second gen- Jewish communities. 
eration rabbi in training. With Born in Providence, Zeler
an instantaneous connection to rn yer a tte nded the Alperin 
the cornrnu ~i ty, Ze lerrnyer Schechter DaySchooluntilrnov
spent his earliest years in shul a t ing to Connecticut. He went on 
Temple Torat Yisrael, holding tograduatecumlaudefrom The 
hands with his fa ther, Rabbi George Washington Universi ty 
Gerald Zelermyer. When his after majoring in Judaic studies 
prese nce was reques ted he and religion. Zelermyer is also 
beamed from ear to ear and an accomplished singer.A tenor 
promptly accepted our invita- ~ th a penchant for ora torio, a 
tion. Annually since 1986, the ' passion foro pera, he is utilizing 
seminary has reached out to the his musical talents and Judaic 
North American Jewish Corn- background in cantorial sing
munity by sending students ing. He performs with the H.L. 
from all seminary disciplines to Miller Cantorial School Choir 

which, with one exception, is 
comprised ofcantorial students. 
At present, Zelermyer is co-offi-

Sacred Text, Law Code, or So
ciologica l Mirror?" 

Wegner, a retired lawyer and 
memberof both the English and 
American Bars, was born and 
educated in England. She re
ceived law degrees from both 
Cambridge and Harvard and 
was special assis tant attorney 
general for the State of Rhode 
Island from 1975 to 1977. She 
gave up law to study for a doc
torate inJudaicstudies for which 
she received her Ph.D. at Brown 
University in 1986. Since then 
she has taught Judaic studies at 
Williams College, Uni versity of 
Massachusetts a t Amherst and 
Connecti cut College in New 
Lond o n a nd has publis hed 
many articles on the image and 
statusofworneninJud aism a nd 
Jewish law. Professor Wegner's 
d issertation "Chattel or Person? 

Temple Beth El Teaches 
Modern Jewish History 

ciating Shabbat and holidays 
with his father Rabbi Gerald 
Zelerrnyer at The Emanuel 
Synagogue in West Hartford, 
Conn. 

Rabbi William E. KaufmanofTemple Beth El in Fall River, 
Mass., will present his Adult Jewish Literacy Course VIII -
Modern Jewish History - on Monday evenings at 7:30 p .m. 
during March in the Schneierson Vestry. All classes are open 
to the public as well as temple members. The class schedule is 
as follows: 

March 2- The Emergence of Modern Anti-Semitism and 
the Rise of Racism 

March 9 - Martin Luther - Precursor of Modern Anti
Semitism. Guest speaker will be Professor J. Olsen, history 

· professor a t Rhode Island College. 

March 23 - The Jews in Hitler's Mental World 

March 30 - The Machinery of the Holocaust 

April 6 _:, The Birth of the State of Israel 

To register for classes or for more information, ca ll Temple 
Beth El a t(508) 674-3529. Temple Beth El is loca ted at385 High 
St. in Fa ll Ri ver. 

Join Temple Torat Yisrael on 
Feb. 27 for a Shabbatdinner at 6 
p.m., followed by services led 
by the U.S.Y. at 7:30 p.m. and 
Oneg Shabbat, and at 9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat morning come daven 
with Zelerrnyer, and welcome 
him back home. 

For information, call 785-
1800. 

Omission 
In last week's Herald, the 

name of the Kohain in the 
picture of the Pid yon Haben 
(page8) was omitted . Rabbi 
Ephraim Berlinsky acted as 
theKohain. 

Rabbi Leo Abrami 
Begins at Temple 

Am David 
Rabbi Leo Abra mi will be of

fi cia lly installed as rabbi of 
Temple Am David in Warwick 
on Feb. 21 at 9:30 a.m. · 

Rabbi Abrarni was born in 
Paris, France. He studied arche
ology of the Middle East a t the 
Sorbonne and psychoanalysis in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

He la ter a ttended the Jewish 
Seminary of Paris, France, and 
the Hebrew Union College, Cin
cinnati , Ohio, where he received 

· a master's degree in Hebrew let
ters and was ordained asa rabbi. 

He served congregations in 
Cali fo rnia and South Africa be
fo re coming to Warwick, R. I. He 
contributed to The Dead Sea 
Scrolls Uncovered by Ro ber t 
Eisenman and Michael Wise and 
has written articles for Mid
stream magazine and the Inter
national Forum for Logotherapy 
a nd a n introdu cti o n to 
Logotherapy in French, soon to be 
published . 

Completion 
of Mishna 

Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of 
America is hosting its annual 
Siyum HaMishnayot, comple
tion of Mishna, in Lakewood, 
NJ. 

A delega tion of students 
grades 3- 8 will attend the event. 
Each student must recite a t least 
10 Mishnayot by heart to be 
included in the delega tion. 

The Siyum delega tion wi ll 
leave for Lakewood 8:30 a.m., 
March 6, in front of Providence 
Hebrew Day School, 345 Elm
grove Ave., and re turn March 
8, between 8 a nd 9 p .rn . to New 
England Rabbini ca l College, 
262 Blackstone Blvd . 

There is a $30 tra nsporta
tion fee. Any student interested 
in a tte nding can s till ca ll 
Yaakov Yenowitz a t 272-9439 
fo r more info rmation or to re
serve a sea t. 

• 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Survivor Visits 
Cranston West 

b y Yehudah Biss 
Herald Editor 

Leah Eliash, as Herald read
ers may recall, is a survivor. Her 
phenomenal story inspires and 
motivates. This is why she con
ti nues to tell it to all that would 
listen. As her late husband was 
dying, he requested of her that 
she talk, "tell as many people as 
you can" about the Holocaust. 
It is with thi s petition tha t she 
came to Cranston High School 
West Feb. 11. She came to give 
meani ng to a play the s tudents 
a re putting on, "I Never Saw 
Another Butterfl y." Based on 
poems and drawings from chil
dren who passed through the 
Terezin ghetto, Nancy Donegan, 
theplay's directorand producer, 
wanted Leah to speak to the cast 
and crew so theexperiencecould 
enhance the s tudents' perfor
mance. Donegan noted Eliash's 
ta lk as being "vivid " and re
marked on Eliash herself as self
less when she refused to escape 
when she had a chance, because 
theother35 people in the ghetto 
would be killed if the Nazis 
found Eliash missing. 
· The s tudents then put on a 
mock rehearsa l for Eliash. The 
p lay promises to be a heavy, 
dark look a t ghetto life. Eli ash 
sighed du ring the rehearsal, as 
if she fe lt the anguish being por
trayed. 

Moved to tea rs, Donegan 
gathered the students around 
Eliash and thanked her. "To 
have read about it in a book is 
one thing, when you see Leah, 
you see your grandmother and 
it hits closer to home," sa id 
Donegan. Eliash focused on the 
humanity of it all from the ex
treme hardships and horrors to 
her life after the war, the kind
nessofothers who helped Eliash 
a nd her husba nd (who left 
Dachau only weighing 60 
pounds). " It made me think 
about how lucky we are in our 
own life." MelodyGamba,a stu
dent who plays a pivotal role in 
the production.said , "Lea h told 
us tha t she felt lucky w hen she 
only had to wa lk three miles to 
work, and to us, wa lking three 
miles is torture." She added, 
"But mainly, 1 was inspi red by 
how positive she was. That was 
truly moving." 

Eliash emphasized a t the end 
of the rehearsa l, "When I was 
asked if I blame G-d for what 
happened, I reply 'No I blame 
human beings."' Eliash exem
plified s trength ina weak world. 
Her courage touched everyone 
in the room. 

"/ Never Saw Another Butter
fly" is presented by Cranston High 
School West and will run March 20 
to 22. Ca/1781-6395 for more infor
mation. 

LEAH ELI ASH Visits Cranston High School Photo by Ye /111dah Biss 

Tell Them You Saw It In The Herald 

CARPENTRY• PAINTING• WALLPAPERING 

'-
SMALL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 

_lerving Providence and Blackstone Valley Since 1987 ~ 
- CALL 24 HOURS • 725-4405 ~ 

ADL ASSISTED DAILY LIVING, INC. 

~~ 
Certified Home Health Agency 

• R.N.'s - L.P.N.'s • Homemakers • Nursing Assistants 
• Live-Ins • Child Care Nannies • Sleep-ins 

Rehab Specialists 
PT-OT -ST 

Screened • Bonded • Insured • R.N. · Supervised Homes • Hospitals 
Nursing Homes• Schools • 24 Hour Service • 7 Days A Week 

MEDICARE• MEDICAID• BLUE CROSS 
AND ALL PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

Call Today for "Free" R.N. Home Assessment 
E.O.E. - All Applicants Welcome 

14 Old Pocasset Lane, Johnston .............. ...... .................. 453-5470 
250 Centerville Road, Warwick ......................................... 738-5470 

Rabbi Ely Katz Dies at Age 100 
Rabbi Ely Katz died on Feb. 

8, after having celebrated his 
100th birthday on Feb. 2. 

Rabbi Katz served asa cantor 
at Touro Synagogue in New
port from 1944 until his retire
ment on Oct. 30, 1986. In 1998 he 
moved to KfarSaba, Israel where 
he died and is buried . 

Before corning to Newport 
he served as cantor and teacher 
with congregations in Eur9pe, 
Sava nnah, Ga.; Terre Haute, 
Ind .; and St. Paul, Minn. At 
Touro Synagogue in Newport 
he taught at least two genera
tio ns of New port H eb rew 
School s tudents before retiring 
from teaching in 1976. At that 
time he decided to fulfill a cher
ished dream to become ordained 
as a rabbi. He was given a two
year s tudy assignment by Rabbi 
Savitsky of Boston, a highly es
teemed authority in Orthodox 
Judaism. By sheer desire a nd 
determination, Rabbi Katz com
pleted the assignment in less 
thanoneyear,and wasordained 
in 1977 at the age of 78, an inspi
ration to all who knew him. 

Rabbi Katz was born in Ro
mania in 1898, the only son and 
oldestchi ld in a family of seven. 
He s tudied at a seminary in Ro
mania before coming lo the 
United States with his wife and 
infant son in 1921. After the 
dea th of his father in 1921, Rabbi 
Katz and his wife, Mavina, un
dertook the responsibility of 
helping to support his family in 
Romania even during the yea rs 
of the depression. After World 
War II they arranged for his 
mother and sisters to move to 
Israel. 

Rabbi Katz leaves a son and 
daughter-in-law, Harold and 
Mimi Katz of Israel; a daughter 
and son-in-law, Hannah and 
Max Schlamowitz of Houston, 
Texas; a sister, Rachello Engler 
of Israel; three grandchi ldren; 
six great-grandchildren; a nd 
numerous nieces, nephews, 

great-nieces, g rea t-nephews, 
and many friends, both in the 
Uni ted States and in Israel. 

In recognition ofRabbi Katz's 
love of learning and of his long 
and valued service to the congre
gation, The Rabbi Katz Library 
was established in the Touro 
Community Center in 1978. 

Rabbi Ely Katz 

Aristides de Sousa Mendes 
Society Meeting 

Israel Symposium 
Temple Emanu-EI is hosting 

a symposium on "Israel at 50." 
Speakers wi ll address such 
broad topics as Where is Israel 
Heading and Heroes in Israeli 
Literature. The series is spon
sored by the Temple Emanu-El 
Adult Ins titute with the help of 
a special grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. The 
lectures a re free, open to the 
public and are held from 9:10 
p .m . to 10 p.m. at Temple 
Emanu-EI. The upcoming top
ics are: 

A breakfast meeting of the 
society on Feb. 22 will be held at 
Temple Emanu-El, 99Taft Ave., 
Providence, at 9:30 a.m. The 
breakfast will be cosponsored 
by the Temple Kulanu and 
Kulanu of Silver Spring, Md . 

The featured speaker will be 
Rufi na Bernadetti Silva Mausen
baum of Capetown, South Af
rica, who was born in Portugal 
and baptized in the Catholic 
Church. She converted to Ortho
dox Judaism, the religion of her 
forefa thers, a lmost 30 years ago. 
Mausenbaum wi ll speak on 
"Saudade - Remembering our 
Ancestors," the closely inter
twined history of the Jewish and 
Portuguese communi ties span
ning many centuries. 

The breakfast will also fea
ture a song recita l by Dr. Judith 
Cohen of Toronto, Canada, an 
ethnomusicologist, specia lizing 
in Jud ea-Spa nish Sephard i 
songs and medieva l and tradi
tional music. 

Please R.S.V.P. to 331-1616. 

STAFF SHIRTS • T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS 

CUSTOM PRINTED WITH 
YOUR NAME AND/OR 

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SPECIALIZING IN 

BAR/ BAT MITZVAHS & 
CORPORATE SCREENING 

421-3268 
1158-1164 NORTH MAIN ST. 

PROVIDENCE, RI 0 2904 

Rufi na Bernadetti 
Silva Mausenbaum 

Feb. 24- Various Heroes in 
Current Israeli Litera ture - Pro
fessor David Jacobson. 

March 3 - Looking Toward 
the Future - Panel of Israeli 
speakers. 

Camp JORI Launches New Store 
JORI campers can now dis

p lay their affection and support 
for the camp with JORI gear. 
The camp has opened its firs t 
store of Camp JORI merchan
dise, featuring apparel for chil
dren and adults. Past and future 
campers wi ll be able to choose 
from s weats hirts , T-s hirts, 
shorts and hat emblazoned with 
the official Camp JORI insignia. 

In addition, the s tore which 
has opened in plenty of time for 
the camp's 61st season, will of
fer Camp JORI stationery kits, 
the perfect item for ca mpers' 
correspondence with friends 
and family. All oflheJORI items 
are available by mail or phone. 

"The idea for JORI gea r re-

ally came from former campers 
who wanted to be able to buy 
casual clothing with the JORJ 
logo for themselves and their 
children," said ca mp director 
Ronni Guttin. "And we think 
the store is going to be a grea t 
way to raise money for scholar
ships," said Gu ttin who ex
plained that all the proceeds 
from store sa les will go the Camp 
JORI scholarship fund. 

The Narraga nset t-based 
camp wi ll open the 1998 camp
ing season on June 29. For fur
theri nformatio n onCamp JORl, 
ca ll 521-2655. To find oul more 
about the Camp JORI store or lo 
order items, ca ll Nancy Mills at 
943-4875. 
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FEATURE 

In Iraqi Crisis, Washington Facing Lose-Lose Pro.position 
by Douglas Davis 

LONDON QTA)-Washing
ton is damned if it does and 
damned if it doesn' t. 

If it launches a military strike 
against Iraq, it risks deepening 
the rift with those countries that 
oppose such action. If it does 
not, it risks appearing to lack 
resolve, which will significantly 
erodeitsdiplomaticprestigeand 
itsroleastheglobal superpower. 

Iraq's president, Saddam 
Hussein, by contrast, has played 
a brilliant hand , timing hi s 
provocations - the d enia l of 
U.N. inspectors access to sus
pected weapons sites - with 
exquisite precision. 

Saddam has succeed ed in 
peeling off the Arab opponent 
of the 1991 Gulf War coa lition, 
which provided a n umbrella of 
legitimacy for a U.S.- led attack 
aga inst an Arab state. 

And he has neutrali zed three 
of the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Counci l -
Russia, China and France - by 
raising the possibility of lucra
tive post-sanctions trade con
tracts and appealing to their eco
nomic self-interest. 

Washington must now make 
do with a somewhat threadbare 
diplomatic cover: The whole
hearted backing of Britain and 
the lukewarm support of Ku
wait, the sole Arab s ta te to back 
action against Iraq. 

Syria has been the only Arab 
nation to flatly condemn any 
U.S. actions, but the rest have 
given mixed signals at best. 
Saudi Arabia recently denied the 
use of its bases for American 
a ttacks on Iraq, leaving the U.S. 
secretary of defense, William 
Cohen - who visited the Sau
dis to drum up their support
seeking to downplay the need 
for their bases. 

The lack of a strong coalition 
against Iraq creates the pros
pect of a military action that 
carries diploma tic consequences 
for Washing ton that are entirely 
unpredictable and potentially 
catastrophic. 

Saddam knows he cannot se
riously resi st, let a lone defeat, 
America's overwhelming tech-

nological sophistication and 
firepower, and he will mount a 
mere token resis tance - per
haps reserving his retaliation for 
Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

More importantly, he knows 
that diplomatic gains will far 
outweigh the punishment that 
he-or, rather, the Iraqi people 
- will have to absorb. He has 
nowhere to go but up if he sur
vives. 

From Washing ton's perspec
ti ve, the outlook is far more com
plex. An airstrikeon Iraq will, at 
best, devastate Saddam's com
mand, contro l, communica tions 
and logis ti ca l fac ilities. 

At worst, it could end in di
saster and disgrace if it causes 
major civilian casua lties, which 
could well lead to internationa l 
demands for the operation to be 
aborted . 

Either way, Saddam wins. 
Purely physical damage, as he 
demonstrated after the 1991 Gulf 
War, can be swiftly and effec
tively repaired, while civihan ca
sual ties - which worry Western 
leaders far more than the Iraqi 
leader-will play into his hands 
by casting the United States in the 
role of imperialist hooligan and 
international pariah. 

Either way, Saddam will be 
the besieged and battered un
derdog who faced down the 
mightiest power on e~rth. 

Military action may also pro
duce another significant gain for 
Baghdad if it serves to deepen 
theriftbetween Washington and 
Russia , China and France. 

They might well reciproca te 
to what they perceive as 
Washington's unilateral resort 
to the military option with a 
unilateral abandonment or sanc
tions against Iraq. Saddam's 
gamble will then have paid off 
in spades. 

The most serious flaw in 
Washington's threa t of military 
action against Iraq is its fai lure 
to define clear and achievable 
military goals and objectiv~s. 

U.S. officials speak of their 
determination to prevent 
Saddam from acquiring the ca
pacity to develop weapons of 
mass destruction and the mis-

siles for deli vering them. 
But this is not a goal that can 

be achi eved by air strikes. 
Chemical and biological weap
ons are portable and relatively 
easy to hide - as are missi les 
and launchers. 

Nor, for that matter, can air 
strikes destroy the knowledge 
of scientis ts and engineers who 
have the technica l skills to de
velop the weapons and the mis
siles. 

U.S. officia ls know which 
sites have been denied to the 
U.N. weapons inspectors, and 
they may well suspect where 
chemica l and biological weap
onsare being manufactured and 
s tored. 

But it is beyond even the most 
op timistic expectations that a ll 
of these highly toxic, highly con
centrated weapons wi ll be found 
a nd destroyed by aerial bom
bardment. 

Asking American pilots a nd 
mi ssi le-g uidance crews to 
achieve such an amorphous goa I 
a mounts to a futil e, needle-in
the-haystack exercise. 

Thegoalofthe l991 Gulf War 
was both clear and achievable 
- to drive Iraq out of Kuwait 
and restore Kuwait's ruling fam
ily. 

The military goal now - to 
deny Saddam the capacity to 
develop weapons of mass de
s truction and their mea ns of de
livery - is almost certainly not 
achievable. 

A military campaign with 
unclear and unattainable goa ls 
raises more questions than it 
answers: 

At what point will the United 
States be able to credibly de
clare that it has achieved its ob
jective? And if it cannot be 
achieved, how wi ll the United 
States jus tify the millions of dol
lars worth of smart bombs and 
the enormous losses-strategic 
and, quite possibly, human? 

Will President Clinton be 
tempted to commit ground 
troops in a bid to force access to 
some of the forbidden sites? 

And what if, as is widely dis
cussed , Saddam decides to 
switch the focus by launching a 

Legislation to Recover Insurance 
Benefits For Holocaust Survivors 

B' nai B'rithsupports national 
legislative efforts that compel 
severa l European insurance 
companies and their American 
subsidiaries to disclose informa
tion and pay life insurance 
claims to Holocaust survivors 
or their heirs. On Capitol Hill 
the U.S. House Banking and Fi
nancialServicesCommittee will 
hold hearings tci address the in
surance claimsofHolocaustvic
tims and their hei rs. 

"These bills serve as impor
tant measures toward correct
ing the s hameful conduct of 
many European insurance com
panies and their subsidiari es 
toward Holocaust victims and 
thei r fa milies. They must dis
close a nd honor all ex isting 
claims immediately," said 
Tommy P. Baer, internati onal 
presidentofB'nai B'rith . "These 
claimants have already wailed 
50 yea rs to co llect what is right-

fully theirs; how much longer 
will they be forced to wait?" 
asked Baer. 

B'nai B' rith praised Reps. 
Mark Foley (R-Fla.) and Eliot 
Engel (D-N.Y.) for introducing 
legislation that rights this SO-year 
wrong. B'nai B' rith also wel
comesa proposal by Sen. Alfonse 
D' Amato (R-N.Y.) to create an 
independent panel to assist in 
searching insurance company 
files for unpaid po)jcies and the 
establishment of a fund to assist 
needy Holocaust survivors. 

Foley's legislation, the Com
prehensive Holocaust Account
ability in Insurance Measure, 
will force certain European life 
i nsura nee companies to disclose 
fil es containing the names of 
Holocaust victims who had poli
cies with the companies. So far, 
these companies have refused 
to disclose the names or pay 
benefits lo the survivorsor heirs. 

Engel's legislation, the Ho
locaust Victims Insurance Act, 
will force insurance companies 
which so ld policies to Holo
caust victims to finally pay the 
victims or heirs. 

B' nai B' rith, a founding 
member of the World Jewish 
Restitution Organization, has 
fought for decades for restitu
tion for Holocaust survivors, 
many of whom are destitute 
and elderly . "Many Holocaust 
survivors spent years being 
worked to the bone, barely sur
viving and now, 50 years later, 
they are trying to co ll ect insur
ance claims that are ri ghtfully 
theirs. For the insurance com
panies to profit from these mis
fortunes would be unconscio
nable ," sai d Dr. Sidney 
Clearfield , B'nai B' rith's execu
tive vice presid ent, who re
cently returned from WJRO 
meetings in Switzerland. 

missile attack on Israel? 
Cohen sa id that Washington 

would "strongly urge" Israel not 
toretaliateiflraq were to launch 
a missile assault. 

But that was not the prevail
ing view among other top 
American officials. And indeed, 
after meeting in Germany over 
the weekend with the Israeli 
d e fen se mini s ter, Yitzhak 
Mord echai, Co he n reversed 
himself, sayi ng, "Israe l obvi
ously has the right of self-de
fense ." 

At this point, two safe bets 
can be made: First, a U.S. mili
tary action which is not com
pletely successful will ca rry a 
high price tag - a significa nt 
relaxation of sanctions, perhaps, 
or theircompleteabandonment. 

Second, the United States will 
pay for the s trike in Israe li cur
rency; winning favor in the Arab 
world aga in will invo lve sub
s tantia l gestures - recognition 
of a future Palestinian state, per
haps, and overt pressure on 
Jerusa lem to make la rge conces
sions to the Palestinians. 

Among the Arab world, par-

ticularly the Persian Gulf states, 
there would likely be much pri
vate cheering-despite the cur
rent posturing to the contrary 
- should American jets and 
cruise missiles start racing to 
their targets in Iraq. 

Much of the reluctance of 
Arab leaders to publicly sup
port a U.S. action comes because 
they do not trus t the resolve of 
the international community to 
contain Saddam indefi nitely. 

Their abiding nightmare is 
tha t sanctions will, one way or 
a nother, come to an end and 
they will be left to face the wrath 
of Saddam, who is both willing 
a nd able to use non-conven
tional weapons aga inst them. 

The problem for the Arab 
s ta tes-and indeed for much of 
the rest of an uncomprehend
ing world - is not Saddam's 
a rsena l" of non-co nventiona l 
weapons, his scud missiles or 
his technicians who produce the 
deadly toxins and design their 
means of delivery. 

The problem, many believe, 
is Saddam. Period. 

Kennedy Library Hosts Pulitzer 
Prize Winner Taylor Branch 

Pulitzer Prize winner and 
noted civil rights historian Tay
lor Branch, author of Pillar of 
Fire: America in the King Years , 
1963-1965, will be the fea tured 
speaker at the John F. Kennedy 
Library 's public forum on 
March 1 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

Branch, who took nine years 
towrite thesecondinstallmentof 
the civil rights trilogy, will be 
introduced by Deval Patrick, 
former assistant a ttorney general 
for civil rights, U.S. Department 
of Justice. Patrick's nearly three
year tenure in Washington was 
distingwshed by his quick and 
thorough investigation into the 
burning of nearly 300 southern 
black churches, an investigation 
which brought 114 arrests. 

Branch's first vo lume, Part
ing the Waters, America in the 
King Years, 1954-1963, won the 
Pulitzer Prize for history in 1988. 
Pillar of Fire covers the upheav
als of1963, 1964and 1965,asthe 
movement broadened its geo-

graphical and political scope 
and became more contentious 
and entangled with other na
tional and international issues. 
The final volume of the tri logy, 
At Canaan's Edge, will appear 
sometime in the future. 

Branch, himself a civi l rights 
and political activist, will talk 
about hi s passion for the civil 
rights movement, and about the 
conclusions he has drawn from 
nearly two decades of research. 
He will also respond to audi
ence questions and sign copies 
of the book which will be on sa le 
at the library's museum store. 
The Kennedy Library Public 
Forums are free . Reservations 
are recommended and may be 
made by calling (617) 929-4571. 

The forum is part of the 
Kennedy Library 's program 
"Facing a Moral Crisis - The 
Struggle for Civil R;ghts," a com
memoration of the dramatic 
events surrounding the struggle 
for civil rights in America. 

Art Of The State: Israel at 50 
Kenne,dy Center Chairman 

James A. Johnston recently an
nounced that the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Per
forming Arts in Washington, 
D.C., will celebra te the 50th an
niversary of the crea tion of the 
independent state of Israel with 
Art of the State: Israel at 50, a 
festival of music, dance, theater, 
film, and litera ture from Israel, 
Feb. 28toApril4. In the Kennedy 
Center's Israeli Lounge, a room 
beautifully decorated with gifts 
given to the Kenned y Center by 
the people of Israel in 1971 , 
Johnston sa id , " It is with great 
pride that we pay tribute to Is
rael at 50. Our festival will cel
ebrate the brilliance of Israel's 
extraordinary a rtisti c tradi lions." 

Kermedy Center Presid ent 
Lawrence). Wilker added, "This 

festival continues our tradition 
of presenting the unique art of 
countries such as Australia, Ger
many and the continent of Af
rica." Wilker continued," Art of 
the State: Israel at 50 is designed 
to bring a sampling of Israel's 
contemporary arts scene to the 
capital of the United States. In 
order to demonstrate Israel's 
unique heritage, we have cho
sen productions by severa l of 
the country's foremost dance 
a nd thea ter companies, as well 
as rnusicians, screenwriters and 
s tars from the country's vibrant 
cinematic scene, and di stin
guished members of Israel's lit
era ry community to represent 
the country's multi -layered cul
tural identity." 

For more information, cal l 
(202) 467-4600. 
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Opening of Jewish Office is Hottest Ticket in Berl in 
by Deidre Berger 

BERLIN (JT A) - The ho ttest 
ticket in Berlin recently was an 
invita tion to the ga la dinner to 
celebrate the inauguration of the 
American Jewish Cornrni ttee' s 
European office. 

The event attracted more than 
500 American and German gov
ernment officials, businessmen, 
and community leaders. 

It was accompanied by a me
dia blitz, including lead cover
age on evening newscasts and 
front-page headlines in news
papers. 

The unprecedented attention 
surrounding the office's recent 
opening turned it into a major 
politica l event, comparable to 
the opening of a national consu
late. 

Many of the v is iting 
AJCommi ttee s taff offi cia ls and 
the 100-member d elega tion of 
the organization's board of gov
ernors say the ex traordinary 
public interest in Germany took 
them by surprise. 

Many commenta tors ha iled 
the new AJCommittee presence 
as the return of Jewry to Ger
many and to Berlin,a citywhose 

· cultural identity in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries was heavily 
influenced by Jewish scholars, 
artists and writers. 

Another reason for the un
usually intense public interest 
is the symbolic va lue of a major 
American politica l and civil 
rights organization opening an 
office in the center of a city s till 
struggling to forge an identity 
in the post-Cold War political 
landscape of Europe. 

The opening also comes a t a 
time of heightened interest in 

Jewish topics in Germany, the 
gro wing self-asserti veness of 
Germany's own Jewish commu
nity and increased German and 
international media coverage in 
recent years of issues rela ting to 
the Holocaust. 

The new AJCornrnittee offi ce 
in Berl in , according to the 
organization's officia ls, will 
serve as a base to foster ever 
closer relations between Ger
many and American Jewry, be
tween the German and Ameri
can governments and support 
the development of Germany's 
rapidly growingJewish commu
ni ty, w hich now numbers about 
70,000. 

The organi za tion plans to 
sponsor exchange programs be
tween Germany and the United 
Sta tes and conferences on Ger
man-Jewish rela tions, as well as 
to support research on Jewish 
topics. 

The Berlin offi ce will also co
ordi na te the organization's ex
pandingoutreach program with 
Jewish communi ties in Central 
and Eas tern Europe. 

At the inauguration of the 
offi ce, the AJCornrni ttee' s execu
tive di rector, David Harris, sa id 
the organiza tion believes in the 
stability of German democracy 
but will nonetheless act as a 
watchdog on ma tters of civil 
rights and politica l extremism. 

Germany's fo reign minister, 
Klaus Kinkel, who delivered the 
keynote speech, emphasized 
Germany's responsibility fo r the 
Nazi era, promising tha t Ger
many will never forget the vic
tims of the Holocaust. 

"Indeed, the desire in Ger
many to remember and face up 

to the past is not waning but 
growing .in s treng th . Young 
people, especia lly, are demand
ing to know what happened ," 
he said to guests sitting in an 
overfilled ballroom in the pres
tigious Adlon Hotel. 

Kinkel made numerous de
via lions from his printed speech 
to emphasize the extent of Jew
ish suffering under the Nazis as 
well as Germany's cornrni tment 
to prevent the renewed spread 
of racial ha tred and anti-Semit
ism. 

The new AJCommittee 
office in Berlin, will 

serve as a base to foster 
ever closer relations 
between Germany 

and American Jewry. 

Despite the clear language, 
the message contai ned no new 
analysis of German-Jewish re
la tionsand seemed moregeared 
for a domestic audience than fo r 
the visiting guest. 

Many of the visitors a lso had 
o ne ques ti o n : Where was 
Helmut Kohl? 

The German chancellor, who 
hasoftenmet wi th AJCommittee 
representa ti ves during their vis
its to Germany, was invited but 
did not a ttend events. 

He reportedlysent a message 
;of congra tulations on the office 
opening too la te fo r it to be read 
a loud during the three days of 
events surround ing the inaugu
ra tion. 

Both German and Jewish of-

Claims Conference Provides $40 Million 
Organizations serving the 

needs of indigent, elderly Holo
caust survivors and institutions 
engaged in research, d ocumen
tation and education abou t the 
H olocaust will receive $40 mil
lion this yea r from the confer
ence on Jewish Material Claims 
Agains t Germa ny. Seventy
eight percent of the funds were 
in support of shelter and socia l 
services for Holocaustsurvivors, 
and the balance was a llocated to 
research, education and docu
menta tion of the Holocaust. 

Organiza tions serving the 
needs of destitute elderly Holo
caust survivors in the fo rmer 
Soviet Union will receive more 
than$17 million from the Claims 
Conference in 1998. "The former 
Soviet Union continues to be in 
desperate need of programs for 
the care of elderly, needy Holo
caust survivors," said Rabbi Is
rael Mi ller, president of the 
Claims Con ference fu nding." 

The Claims Confe rence sup
ports these programs in coop
era tion with the American Jew
ish Joint Distribution Commit
tee to provide basic assistance 
to Jewish Holocaust survivors: 
food p ackages, winter relief, 
homecare, medica l ca re and 
equipment and medicine in 
eight ci ties and nearby areas in 
the former Soviet Union. 

Institutions in Israel received 
one third of the funds for the 
care of Holocaust survivors. In 
the Uni ted States, most of the 
funds will support services pro
vided by Jewish Family Services 
for Holocaust survivors. One 
third of the $3 million allocated 
to U.S. programs wa~ concen
tra ted in sou theas t Florida 
w here many survivors live. In 
the New York area the Claims 
Conference a llocated a major 
portion to Brooklyn's Selfhelp · 
Community Services. This or
ganization has served over 650 
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elderly survivo rs wi th pro
grams such as ind ividual case 
management, supporti ve emo
tional counseling, and home
maker services. 

Three quarters of the $8.7 
million alloca ted to Holocaust 
research, documentation and 
educa tion went to 13 institu
tions in Israel. Heavy emphasis 
was a lso placed on bringing stu
dents to visit actual Holocaust 
sites in Europe, through pro
grams of the March of the Liv
ing and the World Zionist Or
ganization. The Claims Confer
ence provided substantia l sup
port fo r important Holocaust 
centers elsewhere, such as the 
Jewish Historical Insti tu te, in 
Warsaw, the United States Ho
locaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C., and the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in 
New York. 

The funds for these alloca
tions come from the sale of un
claimed Jewish properties in 
East Germany that were confis
ca ted by the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. The German gov
ernment designated the Claims 
Conference as the Successor 
Organization, the heir of las t 
resort, for any such property 
that remained uncla imed by 
heirs of the origi nal owner at 
the end of 1992. To da te, the 
Claims Conference has a llo
ca ted more than $130 million to 
similar projects from this source 
a lone. 

ficials attributed his absence in 
part to tensions surrounding the 
recently comple ted negotia tions 
between Bonn and the Confer
ence on Jewish Materia l Claims 
Against Germa ny, which re
sulted in Germany's agreement 
to pay Jewish Holocaust survi
vors living in former Soviet-bloc 
countries. 

Befo re the agreement was 
reached - and after several years 
of fruitless discussions with Ger
man officia ls - the AJCom
mittee went public with the is
sue, taking out la rge newspaper 
ads cri ticizing the German gov
ernment fo r its behavior. 

There was another possible 
reason fo r the chancellor's ab
sence: In priva te d iscussions, 
government officia ls in recent 
months have expressed disap
prova l of the AJCommittee's 
decision to expand its working 
partners in Germany to include 
members of all politica l parties. 

For many yea rs the AJComm
ittee worked closely with fo un
da tions linked to the ruling con
serva ti ve coalition. 

German President Roma n 
Herzog held a reception fo r the 
100 m embe rs o f the 
AJCommittee board of gover
nors who traveled to Berlin for 
the offi ce opening. 

Co mmittee members sa id 
they were impressed by the sin
cerity and s treng th of commit
ment to German-Jewish re la
tions voiced by Herzog. 

But his warm tones did no t 
cover up differences on crucial 
issues. While Kinkel reiterated 
Germany's support for Israel 
and condemned Palestinian ter
rorism, healsoca lled fo r a mora
torium on the construction of 
the disputed Har Homa settle
ment in southeasternJerusa lem . 

AJCommittee president Rob
ert Rifkind said American Jews 
brought mixed emotions to the 
gathering in Berlin, warning tha t 
the opening of the new office 
d id not reflect any absolution 
by American Jewry of German 
responsibility for its past. 

"We close no books, we settle 
no accounts," he sa id to the 
mixed audience of Germans, 
Americans, Israelis and repre
senta ti ves from European Jew
ish communities. 

"American Jews ilo not have 
the au thority or the power.to do 
that. What we can do is build a 

bridge to the future." 
Looking toward the future 

was a major theme of the deep ly 
personal speeches that marked 
many of the events. 

At the ga la dinner, Harris of 
the AJCornrnittee, talked abou t 
his father, a Berlin-born Jew who 
later lived in Vienna and spent 
three years in a work camp in 
France. 

When he asked his father 
what he thought abou t the open
ing of an AJCommittee office in 
Berlin, he said his fa ther told 
him tha t "opening su ch an of
fi ce is the s tep in the right direc
tion because we are increasingly 
living in one world . It is time to 
remove barriers." 

Lawrence Ramer, a Los An
geles benefactor whose finan
cia l support will facilita te much 
of the Berli n office acti vi ties, told 
the story of his grandfather risk
ing his life in 1936 to go back to 
Germany from the United States 
to rescue rela tives. He returned 
with two cousins. 

"We have a heartbreaking 
photograph of him with fi ve oth
ers who refused to leave because 
they thought it would a ll -blow 
over," sa id Ramer, who added 
that he sa id he made his contri
b_ution in honor of his grandfa
ther and for his chi ldren and 
grandchi ldren. 

Dottie Be nnett from Falls 
Church, Va., donated money to 
s tart a library on American 
Jewry in the AJCornrnittee office. 

She said a t the offi ce dedica
tion that she decided on her con
tribution after visiting a memo
ria l in Berlin commemorating 
book burnings by the Nazis. 

When she saw the empty 
bookshelves symbolizing the 
burnings, she said , she wanted 
"to put books back on the shelves 
where they belonged . We are a 
people of the book and I am 
proud to bring thi s full circle." 

Othervisiting membersof the 
AJCommittee said they were 
d eeply moved by the office 
opening. 

Martin Bresler said that when 
he watched the mezuzah being 
affi xed to the door of the new 
AJCommittee office suite he 
found himself saying involun
tarily, "'Ta ke tha t, Joseph 
Goebbels .' What he represented 
is gone and we are s till here, and 
tha t makes me weep ." 

$1 Million Three-Pointer Missed 
at NBA's All-Star Weekend 
by Peter Ephross 

NEW YORK (JT A)-The big 
money was in sight. 

But despite donning a black 
yarmu lka on the advice of his 
rabbi, a Cuban-born Orthodox 
Jew fa iled to win $1 million 
when he missed a three-point 
sho t recently a t the National 
Basketball Association's All-Star 
Weekend in New York City's 
Madison Square Garden. 

Saul Holeman of Queens, 
N .Y.,a5-foot,8-inch,200-pound 
guidance counselor who is cur
rently a s tay-a t-home dad, had 
qualified to take the shot by 
winning the Sony Minidisc Mil
lion Dolla r Shoo ter contes t, 
which involved scratching off a 
card at an electronics store. 

Holeman's shot from 23 feet, 
9 inches away, bounced off the 
rim. 

Holeman and his wife, Robin, 
a ttend an Orthodox synagogue 
in the Forest Hills section of 
Queens, and their twin 6-year
old daughters a ttend a local Jew
ish academy. 

Holeman sa id that despite 
missing the shot, "It was a won
derful exp eri ence. 

''I' ll never forget this fo r the 
rest of my life, and the memo
riesareworth a million d ollars," 
he sa id . 

As a consolation p rize, he did 
receive a car,somestereoequip
ment and $10,000. 

The money, he says, will go 
for his daughters' ed uca tion. 

I 
---~~---~----·· 
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MILESTONES 
Rebeccah Weiss is 

Candidate for Presidential 
Scholars Program 

Elyse Meister to Wed Fredric Thaler 

Moses Brown School senior Rebecca h Weiss, of Providence, has 
been selected as a candidate for the United Sta tes Presidentia l 
Scholars Program. 

The United States Presidential · Scholars Program was estab
lished in 1964, by executive orderof the president, to recognize and 
l:ionor some of our na tion 's most dis tinguished gradua ting se
niors. In 1979, the program was expanded to recognize s tudents 
who demonstrate exceptional schola rship and talent in the visua l, 
crea tive, and performing a rts. 

Annually, up to 141 students a re chosen from among ou tstand
ing graduating seniors - nationwide - to become Presidenti al 
Schola rs, one o f the na ti on's highes t hono rs fo r high school s tu 
dents. 

The schola rs a re chosen on the basis of their accom plishments 
in many areas - acad emic and a rti s ti c success, lead ership, and 
involvement in school a nd the community. The scholars represent 
excellence in educa tion and the promise of g reatness in America's 
young peo l?le. Schola rs are invited to Washington, D.C., in June to 
participate in National Recognition Week. The week includes 
many enrichment activiti es and events and culmina tes with the 
presentation of the Presidenti a l Schola rs medallion during acer
emony sponsored by the White House. 

Herbert and Melba Meister 
of Providence, R.I. , announce 
the engagement of their d augh
ter, Elyse B. Meis ter, of Provi
dence, R.I. , to Fredri c E. Thaler 
of Somerset, Mass., son of Esther 
Thaler and the late JackJ . Thaler 
of Fall Ri ver, Mass. 

The bride-to-be grad ua ted 
from Cha rles E. Shea Hi gh 
School, Pawtucke t, R.I. , and 
Forsyth Denta l/Northeas tern 
Uni versity and is currently em
ployed as a denta l hygie ni st for 
Dr. Michael A. Barry, Johns ton, 
R.I. 

Her fi ance is a graduate o f 
Bishop Connolly High School, 
Fall River, Mass., and received a 
8.5. degree in civil engi neering 
from Northeastern Uni versity 
and is currentl y employed as 
project manager for Gordon R. 
Archibald , Inc., Pawtucket, R.I. 

A June 1998 wedding has 
been planned . 

Amy Hedrick Weds·Charles Kantor 
Amy Lynn Bedri ck a nd 

Charles Claude Kantor were 
marriedNov.15, 1997,alTemple 
Ema nu- El , Provid e nce. The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gera ld Bedrick of Provi
dence, R.I. The bridegroom is 
the son of Dean and Mrs. Brian 
Kantor of Capetown, South Af
nca. 

Rabbi Wayne Franklin offici
a ted at the ceremony and Can
tor Brian Mayer and the choir 
participated . 

The reception was he ld in the 
ballroom a t the Biltmore Hotel. 

The bride was given in mar
riage by her parents. 

Maid of honor was Kate 
Steckler and bridesmaids were 
Jenny Rosenfeld a nd Kristen 
Kilduff. 

Best man was Daniel Kantor, 
brotherof the bridegroom. Ush
ers were David Bed rick, brother 
of the bride, Andrew Selby, 
Heggai Golan, Gary Millner, 
Gary Locketz, a nd Trevor 
Garvin. 

The bride received an under
graduate degree from George 
Washington University and a 
graduate degree from Tufts 
University in occupational 
therapy. She is employed as an 
occupational therapis t at Rusk 
Rehabilitation Center a t NYU 
Hospital. 

The bridegroom has a busi-

Ross 
Nathaniel 
Talarico 

Marci and Edward Talarico of 
Merrick,N.Y.,announce thebirth 
of their first child, a son, Ross 
Nathaniel Talarico, on Jan. 12. 

Maternal grandparents a re 
Susan Rappaport of Warwick, 
R.I., and Ronald Rappaport of 
Smithfield, R.I. Paternal grand
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Talarico of Danbury, Conn. 
Grea t-grandparents are Dr. and 
Mrs . Leonard Hers h o n o f 
Wilmington, Del.; Mr. a nd Mrs. 
Norton Rappaport of Warwick, 
R.I.;and Mrs. Nathaniel Talarico 
of Danbury, Conn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kantor 
Photo by the Nourses 

ness degree from University of 
Capeto~n and is vice president 
of Stern Stewart Consulting in 
Manhattan. 

The couple honeymooned in 
the Caribbean. They have made 
their home in Gramercy Park, 
NewYork, N.Y. 

Gourse Publishes 21st Book 
Leslie Course, daughter of Zelda Fisher Course and the 

late Harry Andrew Course, has jus t published her 21st book 
entitled Straight, No Chaser: The Life and Genius of Thelonious 
Monk. Sheisa well-known authority and writeron jazz whose 
books have been widely praised in jazz journals. Course was 
born in Providence and attended Columbia University. 

Her biography, The Tragedy and Triumph of Billie Holiday, 
was selected as one of the best books for young adults in 1996 
by the New York Public Library. 

Course received an ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award for jour
nalism. Over the past 28 years she has written about jazz and 
general culture for jazz journals, popular magazines and 
newspapers including the L.A. Times, The New York Times , The 
Village Voice, Chicago Tribune, Washington Post, Down Beat,Jazz 
Times, £bony Man , Essence and others. 

Course lives in New York City. 

Elyse B. Meister and Frederic E. Thaler 

Samantha Nicole land 
Lori and Kevin Land of Champaign, Ill., 

announce the birth of their daughter, Samantha 
Nicole, born on Oct. 20, 1997. 

Maternal grandparen ts a re Sheila Sussman 
of Florida and Jay and Sherril Sussman 0£ War

wick. Maternal great-grandparents are Rae Greenberg and 
Mildred and Rubin Sussman, a ll of Florida. Paternal grand
parents, Sheila and Sheldon Land, and grea t-grandmother, 
Dorothy Land, are a ll from Warwick. Samantha Nicole was 
named after her grea t-g randfather, David La nd . 

Gefen 
Kortick 

Joel and Naama Kortick of 
Jerusalem, Israel, announce the 
birth of their firstchild,a daugh
ter, Gefen, on Oct. 30, 1997. 

Maternal grandparents are 
Sassona and Yossi Yovell of 
Jerusalem. Paternal grandpar
ents are Janet and Carl Kortick 
of Crans ton, R.I. 

rrrie J{eraM 
we{comes 

a{{ community 
pfiotos. 

:J{owever, photos must 6e 
accompaniea 6y a self· 

aaaressea stampea envefope 
if you wisfi tfiem to 6e 

return.ea, otfierwise tfiey 
UJi{{ 6e aiscartfea. 

FINANCE 2.,·Ai SPAR FINANCE 

3.9% 
36Mo. 

10% Down MODEL CLEARANCE 
48Mo. 

10% Down 

-»;;;_. 
#10854 

98900S 
,t;fw-;;, ' 1~ 

5 Or., Moon Roof, Green 5 
Speed. ABS Brakes, Air Bag, 

Power Windows & locks, 
Heated Seats, Air Cond .. 

•• r ., 
.,, ~ ' 

Cassette, Weather Band, Radio, 
4 Yr., 50,000 Mi. Warranty 

$27;8 per mo. 
39 mo. Lease 
$1299 Down 

97 900S Conv. 97 9005 Sedan . 97 900SE Turbo Sedan 
Auto. White, Blue Top Auto, Green, Moon Roof Auto. Leather. Black 

{#10673R) 13,400 Miles {#U478) 6618 Miles {#10812R) 11r380 Miles 

28,585 22,985 26,585 
979000CSETurbo 97 9000CS Sedan 96 900SE Turbo Conv 

Black, Full Power, CO Power, Moon Roof Auto. White. C D. Full Power 

(#10675A) 13,990 Miles (#10346) 9500 Miles (#U465) 13,0C0 Miles 

30,885 27,985 28,985 
$1299 Down, $450 Bank Fee, $300.Refundable Sec. Deposit . $277.57 First payment 

Amount Due $2326.57. 

Above Cars with 

MileaQe Havea WIGWaM Remainder of 
New Car Ends 2/28/93 
Warranty 

353-1260 915 CHARLES STREET 722-5700 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Stars on Ice Visit Providence 

_ The 1997-98 Discover® Stars on Ice™, presented by Smucker's,' 
wi ll be m Providence as one stop on a 57-city tour of Olympic and 
world champion figure skaters including Kristi Yamaguchi, Scott 
Hamilton, Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean, Paul Wylie, Kurt 
Browning, Ekaterina Gordeeva, Brian Orser, Elena Bechke and 
Denis Petrov and RosalynnSumners. On March 10 at 7:30 p.m., the 
Providence Civic Center will be visited by these champion skaters. 

For the ninth consecutive year, the official charity for the tour 
will be the Make-A-Wish Foundation of America, an organization 
which grants wishes to children with life-threatening illnesses, 
and part of Discover Card Youth Program. Two dollars from each 
ticket purchased with a Discover Card will be donated to the local 
Make-A-Wish chapter. 

Tickets are priced from $42 to $30 and are now available at all 
Ticketrnaster outlets and at the arena box office. Call 331-2211 or (508) 
931-2000 to charge tickets. For group information, call 331-0700. 

Elena Bechke and Denis Petrov Photos by H einz Knetmeier 

RISD Offers a Savory 
Weekend Getaway 

Enjoy a weekend at the Culinary Institute of America on the 
majestic Hudson in elegant H yde Park, N.Y. This getaway, offered 
by Rhode Island School of Design's Division of Continuing Educa
tion, is scheduled for May 15 through May 17. 

Travelers will dine at the CIA's America Bounty restaurant. 
Saturday will be spent exploring the Mediterranean in the CIA's 
professional kitchens u nder the direction of a CIA chef instructor. 
Participants will sample the flavors of Spanish, Turkish, Moroc
can, and Italian cooking while learning about traditional ingredi
ents, spices, and techniques. The day will conclude with a tasting 
and evaluation of the cooking experience, including wines com
patible with selected dishes. An optical tour of the area's historic 
residences and the impressive Roosevelt estates will also be of
fered. 

Anyone interested in the Culinary Insti tute Getaway Weekend 
should call RISD's Division of Continuing Education a·t 454-6200. 
A range of options and prices are available for this excursion. 

1 .....-LO- ~-E-R rA-ST_s_ID----,E 
1 

Purim Treat Headquarters 
HAMENTASHEN 
HAMENTASHEN FILLINGS 
CANDY• JUICE 

/ =-

MISHLOACH MANOT BASKETS 
774 Hope Street• Providence • 453-6500 

f\ HOURS: SUN. 9-1 :30 • MON, TUES, WED. 9-6:30, 
"'K 7 Glatt Kosher THURS. 9-7:30 • FRI. s-2 

The Mystic And 
The Muse 

The six women of Ensemble 
Galilei will be performing a con
cert featuring selections from 
their latest release, "The Mystic 
and the Muse," on Feb. 26, at 8 
p.m. in Gaige Hall auditorium 
as part of the Rhode Island Col
lege Performing Arts Series. 

The performance by the all
instrumental group features me'. 
dieval,Celticand traditional folk 
music written by or about 
women over the last 600 years. 

Their new CD has music 
ranging from the medieval chant 
of Hildegard von Bingen to the 
Re naissance dances of John 
Dowland and Erasmus Wid
mann to Irish traditional airs, 
jigs and reels, to new composi
tions. 

Recorded at National Public 
Radio in November of 1996, it is 
a collaborative effort between 
NPR, the Troy, N.Y.-based 
Dorian Recordings and En
semble Gali lei, with a portion of 
the proceeds from the sales of 
the recordings going to benefit 
N PR. It a !so is being used for 
their nationa l fund-raisingeffort. 

Kristi Yamaguchi 

Reserved seat tickets are $18 
with discounts for senior citizens 
and students and may be pur
chased in advance via telephone 
with V !SA or MasterCard by call
ing 456-8194. For in-person sales, 
the Roberts box office is open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or 
until time of performance. 

'A Girl's Life' Opens at Trinity Rep 
As part of the second Provi

dence New Play Festival, Trinity 
Repertory Company, under the 
artistic direction of Oskar Eustis, 
will present Kathleen Tola n's "A 
Girl 's Life," Feb. 27 through 
March 22. Under the direction of 
Barry Edelstein, with Brown 
graduate Rebecca Hartin the title 
role, this production asks hard
hitting questions with no easy 
answers. "A Girl's Life" is spon
sored by The Chace Fund, 
through the generosity o f 
Malcolm and Elizabeth Chace. 

"A Girl's Life" turns the be
lief system of a two-parent, two
daughter family upside down 
as they struggle with some of 
the most difficult issues of the 
day, including teen-age preg
nancy and abortion. Seventeen
year-old Jen writes angst-driven 
songs and plays them wi th her 
friend .Sheila. She tries to sort 
out her reactions to her younger 
sister, Jesse, a studious but out
spoken 11-year-old; to her mom, 
a nurse who feels that she has 
put her family's lives ahead of 
her own; and to her dad, who is 
a research scientist in a pharma
ceutical company that is devel
oping an abortion pill. Im the 

midst of ethical or emotional 
turmoil, several of the charac
ters in " A Girl's Life" are visited 
by legendary' figures, such as St. 
Catherine and Louis Pasteur, 
who drop by to offer tongue-in
cheek advice .. 

Tolan has written about the 
precarious transition from girl
hood toadulthood,abouthow a 
young woman chooses who to 
confide in and who to listen to. 
"A Girl's Life" tackles theoften
unspoken issue at the core of 
any debate over contraception 
and abortion: the powerful,sub
terranean force of sexual desire. 
How can those who are just dis~ 

covering that force cope with 
the pressures it creates within 
their bodies, hearts and minds. 

There will be post-show dis
cussions after each perform a nee 
of "A Girl's Life." 

A Humanities Rep discus
sion, led by Sam Coale, with 
Rhode Island college professor 
Carol Cummings, will take place 
March 7, after the 2 p.m. perfor
mance. The Humanities Rep 
program will focus on self-es
teem in young women and on 
how adolescent women make 
choices in our culture. 

For tickets or information, call 
521-1100. 

A subscription to the Herald m a ke s a gre at gift. 
Call 724-0200 for more informat ion. 

Flower in the Crannied Wall 
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Flower in the crannied wall, 
I pluck you out of the crannies, 
I hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 
Little flower - but if I could understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 
I should know what G-d and man is. 

The Nature of Man 
by Yehudah Biss 

A symbolic flower is picked from deep within a wall, 
analogous to humanity, where we are all picked from life 
eventually. But to contemplate that, to hold the root in your 
hand, is difficult. This is the mystery of life. Behind every 
flower, there is a root. Lord Tennyson acknowledges his 
humanity and inability to grasp the "root of a ll" and "all in 
all." Behind every person there is a reason for his creation. It 
is this mystery which eludes him. 

We welco111e interpretatio11s of your own and e11co11rage any 
poets to s11b111it sa111ples of their work. Send any corresponde11ce to 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald, Att11.: Ye/111dalr Biss. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Happy Birthday, Dr. Suess 

Rhode Island will celebrate Read 
Across America on the center 
stageatWarwickMall. Children 
of all ages will be invited to hear 
Rhode Island's own celebrities 
read their favorite books, and 
pose with the Cat in the Hat for 
pa rents to take their photo
graph. Plus, more surprises are 
being added to the celebra tion 
every day from other businesses 
and organizations, including 

March 2 has special signifi
cance for millions of children 
nationwide- it is the birthday 
of the beloved children's au
thor, Dr. Suess. This year, March 
2 will mark a unique celebra
tion of reading across the coun
try-Read Across America. On 
that day, and the days leading 
up to it, the National Education 
Association Rhode Isla nd will 
join thousands of its local and 
state affiliates in calling Waldenbooks. Hours will 

t t t Ht t .be 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 
1111111 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Feb. 28 

and 1 p.m. to 4 p .m. on 
March 1. 

for every child to be in the 
company of a book. 

"People can wring 
their hands about the 
decline of the family, the 
influence of television, 
the power of pop culture, and a 
dozen other reasons w hy our 
children are not reading," said 
NEAR! President Harvey Press. 
"Or they can fight back." 

"Research shows tha t when 
children read outside of school 
they do better in school. From 
coast to coast, educators, celeb
rities, a nd others are coming up 
with wonderful ways to spark 
and rekindleourchild ren's pas
sion for reading. 

The weekend prior to March 
2 - Feb. 28 to March 1 - NEA 

Local dis tricts a nd 
schools a re pla nning 

their own events. 
"We hold pep rallies to show 

students that football is impor
tant," said Press. "We sponsor 
plays to show that the arts are 
importa nt. This is a celebration 
to show our students how much 
we value reading." 

NEA and NEA Rhode Island 
are joined in the Read Across 
America ce lebration by the 
American Libra ry Association, 
Reading is Fu ndamental, and 
the International Reading As
sociation. 

R.I. Philharmonic Presents 
'The Viennese Schools' 

The Rhode Island Philharmonic will present "The Viennese 
Schools," a Classical Series concert on Feb. 21 at Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium in Providence at 8 p.m. Music director Larry Rachleff 
will lead the phi lharmonic in a program that includes Webern's 
"Five Pieces fo r Orchestra," Mozart's "Sinfonia Concertante, K297b" 
and Brahms' "Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Op. 68." Principal 
players of the Philharmonic will be featured as soloists in the 
Mozart "Sinfonia" : Cheryl Priebe Bishkoff, oboe; Ian Greitzer, . 
clarinet;Ron Haroutunian, bassoon; and Kevin Owen, horn. Merri ll 
Lynch is the sponsor of the concert. 

Tickets for "The Viennese Schools" are available at the Philhar
monic office. The Philharmonic is located at 222 Richmond St., 
Providence. Tickets may be purchased by calling 831-3123, ext. 10, 
using MasterCard or Visa, or in person during business hours 
Monday to Thursd ay, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p .m ., and Friday until 3 p.m. 
Ticket prices are $20, $30 and $35 fo r adults with discounts for 
groups of 10 or more, full-time students and senior citizens [65 or 
over]. 

The Philharmonic will present a repeat matinee performance on 
Feb. 22 at 3 p .m. a t the University of Rhode Island Fine Arts Center 
Recital Hall in-South Kingstown. Tickets for that concert are avail
able by calling 874-2431. 

Children's Theatre 
Presents 'The Bird . Room' 
The Children's Theatre a t 

Bridgewater Sta te College pre
sents its newest show entitled 
"The Bird Room." This show is 
an orig, nal musical play fo r 
young audiences adapted from 
the novel Jack and Jill , w ritten by 
Louisa May Alcott. 

"The Bird Room" incorpo
ra tes puppetry, masks, shadow 
imagery, music and more to tell 
the tale of a very lively and car
ing group of teens who come to 
rea lize that the most important 
part of life is friendship. 

"The Bird Room" will be per
formed on Feb. 27 at 9:30 a.m. 
and 7:30p.m., Feb. 28 and March 
1 at 2 p.m., March 2 and March 
3at9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., and 
on March 4 at 9:30 a.m. All per
formances are open to the pub-
1 i c and presented in the 
Rondileau Auditorium a t 
Bridgewater State College. 

Ticket pricesare$6 for adults, 

$4 for children, s tudents, and 
seniors, and $3 for groups of 10 
or more. For more information 
or reserva tions, ca ll the 
Bridgewater State College box 
offi ce a t (508) 697-1321. 

The Children's Theatre has 
a !so put together a touring show 
called "The Flower Fables," 
based on a book with the same 
name by Alcott. For more infor
mation regarding the touring 
show, contact Professor Jim 
Quinn at (508) 697-1200, ext. 
2141. 

The Children's Thea tre at 
Bridgewater State College was 
started in 1969 by Dr. Richard 
Warye. Its purpose is to provide 
a positive and fun learning ex
perience for children attending 
live performance. Since its in
ception the Children's Theatre 
has p erformed 30 differe nt 
shows for local children and 
their families. 

Peer Gynt Gets a Makeover 
by Yehudah Biss 

Herald Editor 
There are two primary rea

sons Peer Gynt gives you the 
urge to rub your hand through 
Fred Sullivan's unruly hair. A) 
the closeness to the stage, B) 
Fred plays Peer like an already 
sugar-stuffed boyeatingSugar
Coated Sugar Cubes. His voice 
booms like he was talking to the 

-dead . His very blonde hair is 
rerninicient of the bleachedness 
of Kenneth Branagh's in Ham
let. His character more Fred 
Flints tonian than his Peers. 

Peer is well-known ins his 
hometown for his outlandish, 
outspoken, brash ka mikaze 
style. Only looking out for him
self, he sets about town forni
ca ting with anyone he can get 
his hands on. He is crass, pomp
ous, a nd d ecidedly self-cen
tered . Even his mother gets left 
in his fumes. Split up in two 
Peers, Fred Sulli van plays the 
younger Peer wi th such 
hyperkinectic-s hort-attention
span yells and shrieks, you get 
the feeling Peer is rea lly a boy 
trapped in a 21-year-old body. 
His s truggles with neighbors 
bring out his pompous style as 
well as their resounding dis
dain for Peer. This protagonist
antagonist struggle is dwelled 
on for most of this portion of 
the play - specifica lly, the 
back-and-forth Peer has with 
Aslak, played very well by Bob 
Grady, who eggs Peer on, only 
to taunt him and his family. 
Peer's ego crushed, he runs off 
with Ingrid, played by Rebecca 
Poole. He takes advantage of 
her, then leaves for his lifelong 
jou rney through the world . 
Right before he leaves, we get a 
glimpse at his relationship with 
his love, Solveig, whom he tries 
to court from the very begin
ning,and fi nally gets. He prom
ising to be back soon, Solveig 
says she will wait for him, for
ever if she has to. He leaves his 

BCC Theater 
Rep Performs 

'Worlds at War' , 
Bristol Community College 

Theater Rep will perform an 
origina l crea ti ve moveme nt 
piece entitled "Worlds a t War" 
on the mainstage of the Marga
ret L. Jackson Arts Center on 
March 12, 13, and 14. The cur
tain rises each evening at 8 p.m. 

Rylan Brenner, professor of 
theater and directorofBCC The
atre Rep, and members of the 
acting troupe created the move
ment theater production, w hich 
is based on H.G. Wells' 1898 
science fiction masterpiece War 
of the Worlds. The novel was la ter 
adapted for a radio play, and 
gained instant notorie ty on Hal
loween 1938, when Orson Wells' 
chilling narration sent the coun
try into panic. The story relates 
man's struggle to defeat an in
vasion of Earth by · Martians, 
who are more technologically 
advanced . 

Tickets for the performances 
are $3 for students and seniors, 
and $8 for general admis~ion. 
For more information, contact 
the theater department at (508) 
678-2811, ext. 2440. 

mother, Solveig, the troll prin
cess, and Ingrid behind, simply 
because he can' t s tand up to his 
commitments. He still yearns to 
be Emperor, and the natives in 
his homeland know him too well 
to let that happen. So he figures 
he can try his luck elsewhere. 

Ibsen himself put Peer in per
spective for us when he said, " If 
the Modern Norwegian recog
nizes himself in Peer Gynt, that 
is the good gentleman's own 
funeral." Much of the satire in 
the original had to do with Nor
wegia n mythology and politi
ca l goings-on of Ibsen's day, so 
a remake of Peer is appropria te 
fo r American audiences. In fact, 
Swiss director Stephen Muller 
notes the d ifferent approach he 
took to Peer in Europe, where 
he starts with the physical, and 

considers giving the crew a raise. 
The contrast with the two Peers 
is clear. This is brought out even 
more so by differences between 
the two actors' s tyle. The elder 
is a Ii ttle more tactful, a smidgen 
less self-centered, and more de
termined . Timothy Crowe com
municates his character's con
flicton his face, wearing a gnarly 
beard a nd gaunt frame. His re
straint is more evident, some
thing missing by the younger 
Peer, as Fred Sullivan goes hog
wild with his youthful dreams. 

Wha t makes this adaptation 
special is its use of wit and hu
mor. The first Peer has to deal 
with a Hatfield-McCoy type 
feud, and many references are 
mad e to the farm culture of 
America. It felt like watching 
reruns of "Hee-Haw" at times. 

FRED SUL LIV AN,JR. as PeerGynt and Melinda Pinto as Solveig 
in Trinity Repertory Company's production of "Peer Gynt," by 
Henrik Ibsen. Plloto by T. Cllarles Erickson 

in America, he c:le lves into word 
meanings. 

Upon returning from inter
missio n, tho ugh, Timothy 
Crowe plays the elder Peer as 
an introspective, retrospective 
world-class jerk and globe-trot
ter. This is the part you' ll want 
to s tay for. Flashbacks provide 
us with Peer's travails as he con
fronts issues of self, the Invis
ible Hand, Cancer, a shipwreck, 
and ultimately, theCoinlnspec
tors there to melt him down. 
This Peer is the onion-peeler, 
w here-is-the-hea rt-o f-it-a 11 
thinker. Yet he always draws 
back to the same old conclu
sions. This is where we see him 
taken advantage of as Prophet 
and newly appointed madhouse 
directorof the Great Sphinx. His 
character is developed thor
ough! y through these vignettes, 
we see another side of Peer that 
is somewhat redeeming. Before 
his ship goes under, he even 

Maybe that's w here some of the 
actors drew their inspirations. 
Later, the Invisible Hand acts as 
the biblical "divine providence," 
where fa te subliminally guides 
Peer through his adventures. 
Peer meets with "Ca ncer," 
d ressed as a smoking smooth
talker and tells him to go away 
and talks his way out of being 
melted down by the Coin In
spectors. His constant stubbprn 
determination and struggle with 
dea th is admirable and funny at 

· once. Throughout the produc
tion surprises greet you at every 
seat, as they use every inch of 
the th.ea tre. 

With trollsaplentyand p lenty 
of madcap Gyntian moments, 
this adaptation works in your 
favor, as long as you're willing 
to stay for the second half and 
be rewarded by the last scene. 
Trinity Repertory Company's pro
d11ctio11 of "Peer Gynt" runs 
through March 8. Cal/ 351-4242. 
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OBITUARIES 
HARRY ASHMAN 

PROVIDENCE - Harry 
Ashman, 91, of 355 Blackstone 
Blvd., a retired Baltimore, Md., 
attorney, died Feb. 11 at Miriam 
Hospital. He was the husband 
of the late Adele (Salzman) 
Ashman. 

Born in Baltimore, a son of 
the la te Henry and Ida (Myers) 
Ashman, he had lived in Balti
more before moving to Provi
dence last year. 

He was a 1930 graduate of 
the University of Maryland. 

He was a member of the 
Howard County and Maryland 
Bar Association. 

He was a past officer and 
member of the board of Temple 
OhebShalom in Baltimore and a 
member of Temple Be th-El in 
Providence. He was a member 
of the Laurelmead Resjdent's 
Association. 

He leaves a son, P. Miller 
Ashman of Pittsford, N.Y.; a 
daughter, Ellen A. Goldenberg 
of East Greenwich; a brother, 
William Ashman in Virginia; six 
grandchlldren and two grea t
grandchi ldren. He was the 
brother of the late Samuel, Ely 
and Jerome Ashman. 

The funeral was held Feb. 15 
in the Sol Levinson and Broth
ers Funeral Home, Baltimore. 
Burial was in Oheb Shalom Me
morial Park, Reis ters town, Md. 
Arrangements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial, 458 Hope 
St., Providence. 

WALTER E. BENJAMIN 
ATTLEBORO - Wa lte r 

Eld ridge Benjamin, 70, of 20 
George St., the owner of W.E. 

Benjamin Co., a Park Street jew
elry s tore, died Feb. 11 at Sturdy 
Memorial Hospital, Attleboro. 
He was the husband of Vera 
(Diaz) Benjamin. 

Born inSt.Kitts, Westindies,a 
son ofJohn Eldridge and the late 
Evelyn Eldridge, Benjamin had 
lived in Attleboro for the past 
three years, previously living in 
Chelsea and London, England. 

He had owned W.E. Ben
jamin Co. in Boston until 1994, 
when he moved the business to 
Attleboro. 

He was a member of the Ro
tary Club of Attleboro, Attleboro 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
Congregation Agudas Achlm. 

He was a graduate of the Brit
ish Horological Ins titute in Lon
don, with a degree inhorological 
engineering. 

Besides hls wife, he leaves 
hls father, John Eldridge; three 
daughters, Angela Gillian Ben
jamin of C hesterfield , Va ., 
Debora h Benjamin-Faria of 
North Plainfield, N.J., and Cecile 
Chapman of Atlanta, Ga.; a son, 
David Benjamin of Vermont; 
and six grandchlldren. He was 
also the father of the late Keith 
Eldridge Benjamin. 

The funeral service was held 
Feb.15atCongregationAgudas 
Achim, 901 North Main St., 
Att le]::,oro. Burial was in 
Dodgeville Cemetery. T_he ser
vicewascoordinated by the Max 
Sugarman Memoria l Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

MORRIS W. BREZNIAK 
DELRAY BEACH, Fla. -

Morris W. Brezniak, 80, of Bos
ton and Delray Beach, Fla., died 

on Feb. 4 at the Delray Medical 
Center. He was the husband of 
Lee (Margolis) Brezniak and the 
late Beatrice (Levine) Brezniak. 

Born in Bostort's West End, 
he was a funeral director in the 
Boston area for more than 51 
years. In 1957 he joined hls late 
father-in-law Henry Levine in 
the operation of Levine Funeral 
Service, Brookline, and served 
as president of the firm until the 
Brezniak family sold their inter
est in 1989. In 1992 he joined hls 
son and George Rodman in the 
partnershlp of Brezniak-Rod
man Funeral Directors, West 
Newton, in serving Fall River 
and the New Bedford Jewish 
community. He was corporate 
director of the West End House 
in Alls ton, Mass:, a boys and 
girls club. In 1993 he received 
the Keystone Award, "The Na
tional Service to Youth Award," 
by the Boys and Girls Club of 
America. In 1974 he was named 
"Man of the Year" by the New 
England Hebrew Academy. He 
was a pas t member of the board 
of trustees of Congrega tion 
Kehilla lh Israel, Brookline, the 
Jewis h Funeral Directors of 
America, the Brookline Demo
cratic Tow n Committee, where 
he served as Michael Dukakis' 
fi rst campaign manager when 
he ran for state representa tive. 
He was a member of the Moses 
Mendelsohn Lodge, Moses 
Michael Hays Lodge of Masons, 
Temple Emeth Chestnut Hill 
and the Brotherhood, the Staro 
Konstantino Cemetery Associa
tion, The Knights of Py thias 
Lodge, theShomrim Society and 
he was deputy sheriff of Nor-

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Over 100 years of professiona.l, dignified and caring service to the Jewish 

community of Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts 

,.:J::._--._ Member of the Jewish 
:,_~ .] Funeral Directors of America 

'"• ·~···~· 
458 Hope Street, Providence 

(Comer of Doyle Avenue) 

Please call fo r your 5758 New Year calendar. 
Call for our no-money-down, pre-need plans. 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 Lewis J. Bosler 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell ... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times ... 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
payment planning available. 

Please call for your 
5758 New Year calendar. 

From out of state call: 
1-800-331 -3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

folk County under the late Peter 
McCormack. 

Besides hls wi fe, he leaves a 
son David of Newton; a daugh
ter, Linda of Sharon; and two 
s tepdaughters, Judy of Boston 
and Claudia of Newton;a sister, 
Evelyn Goldstein, of Stoughton 
and seven grand children and 
three great-grandchlldren. 

The services were held on 
Feb. 4 at Temple Emeth. Burial 
was in Lindwood Memorial 
Park, Randolph. 

NORMA FINCK 
PROVIDENCE - Norma 

Finck, 72, of 355 Blackstone Bou
levard, died Feb. 5 at Rhode Is
land Hospital. 

Born in New York, she lived 
in Manhattan before moving to 
Providence. 

She was a g raduate of 
Wheaton College in Norton, 
Mass. She was a volunteer En
glish teacher for foreign students, 
and enrolled in courses a t the 
Brown Learning Center. She was 
a member of Temple Emanu-El. 

She leaves a son, Bob Finck of 
North Bergen, N.J.; a daughter, 
Nancy Goldsmith o f Dover, 
Mass.; and four grandchildren. 

A memorial service was held 
Feb. 10 at Ferncliff Cemetery, 
Hartsdale, N.Y. The service was 
coordinated by Mount Sinai Me
morial Cha pel·, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

FRANC~S L. FORMAN 
FALL RIVER - Frances L. 

Forman, 84, of Adams House 
Home for Aged, 1168 Highland 
Ave., died Feb. 9. 

Born in Fall River,shewas the 
daughterof the la te Henry J. and 
Jennie (Radin) Forman. She was 
a lifelong resident of Fall River. 

She a ttended the former 
Thibodeau's Business School. 

During the World War II and 
after, she was a contract nego
tiator for the Navy in Newport. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El, a past president of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of Post No.168 
of the Jewish War Veterans of 
America, a past d epartment 
president of the Massachusetts 
Auxiliary of the Jewish War 
Veterans of America, a past 
national p resident of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Jewish War 
Veterans of America, a past 
president of Retired Govern
ment Workers Association and 
past president of Hadassah. 

She is survived by three 
brothers, Irving Forman of 
Somerset, David Forman of Fall 
River and Herbert Forman of 
Phlladelphla. She was also sis
ter of the late Eva Forman. 

A memorial service was held 
Feb. 11. The service was coordi
nated by Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel,825 Hope St., Providence. 

SETH HARRY GOLDFINE 
CRANSTON - Seth Harry 

Goldfine, 22, of 55 Sweetbriar 
Drive, Cranston, was killed Feb. 
12 in an automobile accident on 
Route 6 in Foster. 

Born in Providence, he was 
the son of Melvin and M,arsha 
(Forman) Goldfine of Cranston, 
and was a lifelongCranston resi
dent. 

He was a student at Bard 
College in Annandale, N .Y. He 
wasamemberoflheProvidence 
Rug by Associa tio n a nd a 
fou nder of the rugby team at 
Bard two years ago. 

He was active irrstudent gov-

ernment at the college. He was a 
certi fied _emergency medical 
technician for four years. He was 
a member of Temple Torat Yis
rael, Cranston. 

Besides hls parents, he leaves 
two sisters, Stephanie Gold fi ne 
ofWashlngton, D.C., and Hilari 
GoldfineofBaltimore, Md.;and 
his paternal grandparents, J. 
Paul and Annie Gold fine of 
North Providence. He was the 
grandson of the la te Carl and 
Bernice Forman. 

The funera l was held Feb. 15 
in Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

IRMA KLAPPER 
EAST PROVIDENCE-Irma 

Klapper, 80, of Edmu nd Place 
Heal th Center, 350 Taunton 
Ave., for the past year, a pro
duction worker at Hasbro Inc. 
for 20 years, died Feb. 10 at 
Rhode Island Hospital. She was 
the wife of Jacob Klapper. 

Born in Czechoslovakia, a 
daughter of the late Benjamin 
and Ama lia Weindling, she 
lived in Providence for45yea rs. 

She was a past memb_er of 
Congregation Shaare Zedek, 
Temple Emanu-El and congre
gation Mishkon Tfiloh, all in 
Providence. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves two sons, Will iam 
Klapper of East Windsor, N.J., 
and LeonKlapperofSanMateo, 
Calif.; three sisters, Genia 
Guttfreund of Australia, Mania 
Halman of Tel Aviv, Israel, and 
Helene Koren of Rye, N .Y.; and 
five grandchildren. 

The funeral was held Feb. 12 
inMountSinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Cemetery, 
Post Road, Warwick. 

TERRY RICKLER 
PROVIDENCE - Terry 

Ridder, 82, of Blackstone Boule
vard, a public school teacher in 
Buffalo, N.Y., for many years be
fore retiring, died Feb. 9 at home 
after an illness. She was the wife 
of the late Arnold H. Rick.Ier. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., a 
daughter of the late Morris and 
Ida Wagner, shelived in Bu ffalo 
most o f her life before moving 
to Providence 2 1 / 2 years ago. 

She was a graduate of Brook
lyn College. She was a former 
member of Temple Beth Zion in 
Buffalo, and a life member of 
Hadassah. 

She leaves a son, Kenneth 
Rickler, M.D., of Providence; a 
daughter, Phyllis Alexander of 
Washlng ton, D.C.; and three 
grandchildren. She was the sis
ter o f the late Sylvia Flax and 
Dorothy N eiman. 

A private graveside funeral 
service was held a t Forest Lawn 
Cemetery in Buffa lo. The ser
vices were coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

FREDA L. ROSENBERG 
WAR WICK - Fred a L. 

Rosenberg, 91, of303Greenwich 
Ave., Apt. 202, credit manager 
at the former Virginia Dare 
stores in Providence for 10 years, 
and a bookkeeper a t the former 
American Toy Co., died Feb. 6, 
a t Kent County Memorial Hos
pital.She was thewifeof the late 
Jack Rosenberg. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
(Continued on Page 15) 
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Giants in the Land 
(Continued from Page 5) 

superrace by genetic design. He 
was a country gynecologist who 
became a prosperous land
owner in the postwar period. 
But Johann does not look at all 
like an Aryan superman. He is 
lean and mocha colored, with a 
gentle, not a proud mien, a look 
not ofvictorybutofmelancholy. 
He takes a coffee in the cafeteria 
with me and confides his story. 

"My grandfather controls my 
comings and goings. He wants 
me to study in Essen, near his 
estate, which produces enough 
income from rentals and produce 
to support me a ll the days of my 
life. In fact, my good fortune 
keeps me °from getting really in
volved in my study, because I 
don't need to do it. Everyt\ling 
comes too easily for me." 

Johann's mother took a Medi
terranean cruise and in North 
Africa meta Tunisian gentleman, 
with wives and grown children. 
That person became Johann's 
physical father. They only met 
once, father and son,and it made 
no impression. But genetically, 
Johann belongs to his paternal 
genes. Dress him like an Arab 
and he would fi t into a sioukor a 
casbah like a hand in a glove. He 
is tall and graceful like Boris 
Karloff in "The Mummy." 

Hewantsmetocomeupwith 
some kind of good counsel or 
advice. I tell him, ''I'm Jewish, 
you're German.'' I don't say it 
coldly, because he was my s tu
dent, and he wants a friendly 
word and handshake. I tell him 
thatthegreatartistsofGermany 
came through the R.I.S.D. mu
seum and left a legacy of 
bauhaus design upon our 
shores. He can find himself here 
just as well as he might back in 
the realm of his forebears. 

I leave these tales, these barks, 
in midstream, uncertain where 
they will go. Butourcareers in life 
are a mix of choice and constric
tion, even in our youth. I feel like 
a living signpost at a crossing. 

Obituaries 
(Continued from Pag<' 15) 

ter of the late Samuel and Perl 
(Schachter) Ernstof, she lived in 
Warwick for 21 years, previ
ously living in Providence. 

She was a graduate of the 
Katharine Gibbs School in 1924. 

She was a member of Temple 
Beth-El in Providence and a life 
member of the Women's Asso
ciation for the Jewish Home for 
Aged. 

She leaves a son, Samuel H. 
Rosenberg of Alexandria, Va.;a 
sister, C laire Ernstof of War
wick; a brother, Joseph 
"George" Ernstof of Stuart, Fla.; 
and two grandchildren. 

The funeral was held Feb. 9 
at Mount Sinai M emoria l 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery. 

LILLIAN SMIRA 
WARWICK - Lillian Smira, 

89, of the Greenwood House 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, 1139Main Ave., a book
keeper at the former Mascon 
Distributors, Providence, for 
many years, died Feb. 7 at the 
nursing center. She was the wife 
of the late William Smira. 

Born in Philadelphia, a 

- -------- -- - -- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- - - ·- - -

Film Festival 
(Continued from Page 3) 

which includes "Unknown Se
crets: Art and the Rosenberg 
Era" (1990), a portrait of Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg, and "Song 
of the Siren" (1994), an Israeli 
movie about a Tel Aviv adver
tising executive who dumps her 
boyfriend in the middle of the 
Gulf War. 

Althoughmanyofthespeak
ers have yet to be arranged, 
Chernofsky is confident that the 
festival will provide a high level 
of interest and variety. 

"Two of the fi lms are set in 
the u ltra-Orthodox world, and 
for most people, that's some
thing very different," she said. 
"'Dirty Dancing' will be a fun 
Jewish night out, and we se
lected 'Blacks and Jews' be
cause itwascreated bya black/ 
Jewish team. It's very impor
tan t to have balanced perspec
tives." 

Chernofsky hopes that both 
students and community mem
bers will attend the discussion 
sessions that follow some of the 
more controversial films. 

"Movies are a great way to 
look at these issues, but we do 
not want to leave people ~ith 
volatile feelings and nowhere 
to explore them," she said. 

As the leader of the Jewish 
Cultural Arts Society, 
Chernofsky believes that put
ting the film festiva l together 
has already benefited the par
ticipating s tudents. 

"We've explored many fac
ets of Jewish identity," she said. 
"When many people think of 
Jewish filmmaking, they think 
of Woody AlanorSpie lberg. We 
wanted toworkoutsideofthose 
stereotypes,and to seek out new 
Jewish connections. 

Admission is $5 for the pub
lic and free for students with 
identification. 

For further information, 
please· contact Chernofsky at 
863-9354. 

daughter of the late Morris and 
Fannie (Scholnick) Lipson, she 
lived in Warwick since 1994, 
previously living in Providence. 
She lived at Greenwood House 
since 1994. 

She was a member of Hadas
sah, Ternpte Beth-El and the 
Women's Association of the 
Jewish Home for the Aged. 

She leaves three nieces, Ruth 
Levin o(West Warwick, Elaine 
Kroll of Providence and Janet 
Friedman of Warwick; and four 
nephews, Edward Lipson of 
Warwick, Melvin Lipson of 
Newport Beach, Calif., David 
Lipson of East Greenwich and 
Malcolm Lipson of Osterville, 
Mass. She was the sister of the 
late Jeanette Baker, Nathan, 
Samuel and Louis Lipson. 

A graveside service was held 
Feb. 9 in Lincoln Park Cemetery. 
The services were coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

AL TON M. TOR GAN 
LAKE OSWEGO, Ore. 

Alton M. Torgan, 92, of 3800 
S.W. Carman .Drive, Lake Os
wego, Ore., owner of the former 
Standard Hope Utilities and 
Mayfair Furniture in Stratton, 
Conn., died Feb. 4 at home. He 
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History Lesson 
(Continued from Page 4) 

is either at a public library or 
one of three or four bookstores 
that borders Cranston and War
wick. I know she is so unlike the 
many other kids of today and 
truthfully, I am relieved. 

Will other children learn how 
to question what they are taught 
bysimplyreadingtheirtextbook 
then hurrying back to the televi
sion screen to watch a re-run of 
"Suddenly Susan" or 
"Seinfeld"? These children are 
our future leaders who will one 
day create national, state, and 
local policies. How can they 
improve the world when they 
aren't taught about pas t and 
present prejudices? 

Locally, there is the R.I. Ho
locaust Museum that is used as 
a teacher's resource in teaching 
students about the dangers of 
prejudice, but truthfully, it isn' t 
enough to form an entire school 
year's curriculum. I wish that 
every year the history curricu
lum would be reviewed and re
vised by a cross section of com
munity leaders and parents. As 
a result, maybe the textbook 
companies would begin to print 
history books that better describe 
what Jews, Irish, serfs, Hugue
nots, blacks, gypsies, Hispanics, 
lndians,and women experience, 
not just what the white English 
noblemen or the French King, 
Louis XIV, or what Pope Urban 
did to impact upon history. 

If this doesn't take place, then 
our children will continue to be 
taught history th9,t is based on i 
important omissions that dis
tort history and their view of the 
world. Except for the spread of 
neo-Nazism, nothing frightens 
me more than for this genera
tion to be taught to see the world 
through a narrow telescope. 
Until something is done to 
change this situation, I will con
tinue to write notes to Robin's 
teacher to explain history that is 
not written in her textbook or 
on the blackboard. 

was the husband of Celia 
(Robrish) Torgan. 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the late Samuel and Goldie 
(Dubin) Torgan, he had lived in 
Oregon for a year, previously 
living in Stratford and Provi
dence. He was a 1926 graduate 
of the former Brya n t and 
Stratton College. 

He was the founder of the 
Stratford Crime Watch and had 
been chairman of the board of 
education of Stratford for 20 
years. He was a director and 
past president of the National 

· Association of House to House 
lns tallmentCo~panies. He was 
a founding member of Beth 
Sholom Temple of Stratford and 
a volunteer officer in the 
Stratford Police Department. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, P. Sydney Herbert; a 
grandchild and three grea t
grandchi ldren. He was the 
brotherofthelateSidney,Milton, 
Samuel, Burt, Jack and William 
Torgan,Sadieand Evelyn Cohen, 
Ida Sass and Rose Stone. 

A g raveside funera l service 
was held Feb.10 at Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. Arrange
ments were by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

CLASSIFIED 
GUTTERS 

INSTALLATION, REPAIRS ANO CLEANING 
- 30 years experience. Call Mr. Gutter, 354-
6725, Providence, 884-0714. 2/28/98 

HEAL TH AND BEAUTY 

GENTLE SKIN CARE: One artist - aroma
theraphy facial, waxing, hair, makeup. Rea
sonable. Privacy and pampering. Call Janice 
467-0720. 3/12/98 

INSURANCE 

FED UP WITH YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE? 
Personally designed coverage for individu
als, self-employeds, families. 1-800-859-
1930. 3/5/98 

JOBS WANTED 

A & E CLEANING - Finally affordable clean
ing. 8 years experience, honest, reliable, flex
ible schedule. 781-8002 or 861-7879 

2/19/98 

Surrealism 
(Continued from page 5) 

also like an hourglass, with our 
words pouring back and forth, 
up and down. My family, too, 
had been Rumanian, but they 
had come to North, not South 
America. YettheSummitNeigh
borhood pulls us all together 
into the same spaces, along the 
same lines, the classrooms and 
the shops. My server is an artis t 
named Frank, who has been 
searching for spiritual still life 
subjects. "I want to find meta
physical meaning in simple 
things, in faces and objects in
spired hlysleep," he tells me. !tis 
an afternoon when everything 
fits together for me. 

"Roger Williams thought the 
Narragansetts were Hebrew," I 
remind Professor Jeff. "If some
body says you' re Jewish, does 
that confer the fact upon you
the way it did in Spain and Por
tugal and the way it did in Ger
many?" I pose this problem for 
my fellow traveler along the 
mystical paths of Hope Street. 

JOBS WANTED 

KIDSHOW VENTRILOQUIST/MAGICIAN -
Birthdays, Bar Mitzvhas, etc. Fully interactive 
shows include comedy, kooky balloon ani
mals, funny face painting, mystical magic, 
music, and a visit from one or more zany 
animal friends. Call Mark (401) 461-0073. 

4/2/98 

MAID PERFECT CLEANING-No time? Want 
your house to shine? Call 435-9312. Rea
sonable rates. References. 2/19/98 

PERSONAL 

THE JEWISH DATING NETWORK -Money
back guarantee, all ages, local, caring coun
selors. Call 1 (800) 263-6831. 2/19/98 

REAL ESTATE 

EAST SIDE, 125 GOVERNOR STREET -
Accepting applications for studio and 1 bed
room Federally Subsidiz~d Apartments. Ap
plicants must be 62 years of age or older, and 
must meet eligibility requirements for the 
Section 8 Housing Assistance Program of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel
opment. Call Sonja at 331-2170 for details. 
OMNI/Ferland Property, Management Equal 
Housing Opportunity. 2/19/98 

VACATION RENTAL - Hollywood, Florida, 
Ocean/beach front. Luxury 2-bedroom, 2-
bath co~do. Balcony, 24 hour security, heated 
pool. Available atter March 31 , 1998. One 
month minimum. (401) 942-0133. 2/19/98 

Send Classbox Correspondence To: 

ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 
15 words or less. Additional words cost 12 
cents each. Payment must be received by 
Monday at 4 p.m. priorto the Thursday when 
the ad is scheduled to appear. This newspa
per will not, knowingly, accept any advertis
ing for real estate which is in violation of the 
R.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our 
readers are herby informed that all dwelling/ 
housing accommodations advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal oppor
tunity basis. 

PAULE N E JEW E LER S 
Appraising • B ead Stringing 

F in e Je w elry Repair 

We Succeed Where Others Fail 
(401) 274-9 4 60 

,-~----------~-------7 
RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 

CLASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

No. Words Date(s) Run ________ _ 

To inc lude a bo x number, send an additiona l $5.00 . All responses 
will be m ailed t o t he Herald v ia box n umber, and f orwarded to c las
sified advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIO~ to 
the Thursday on which the ad 1s lo appear. 10% discount g iven for ads running 
continuously for one year. 
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Diplomacy at Its Best 
Newly arrived U.S. Ambassador to Israel Edward Walker visited Hadassah University 

Hospital on MountScopus recently. Though he knows Hadassah well, he was impressed by the 
manner in which the hospital takes care of the entire Jerusalem population. "It seems that 
Hadassahdoesn't need the peace process to maintain a daily dialogue betweenJewsand Arabs," 
said the ambassador, while touring the patient wings. Pictured here, from left, are: Marlene E. 
Post, national president of Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization of America, Ambas
sador Walker and Professor Jacques Michel, director of Hada·ssah Mount Scopus. 

Family Israeli 
Dance Workshop 

A Family Israeli Dance Workshop for parents, children and 
friends will be held on f'v1arch 8 from 1:30 to 3 p.m. The Workshop 
will be held a t the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center, 
333 Nahanton St., Newton, Mass. 

Designed for children ages 4 and up, the class teaches Israeli 
Dancing in a relaxed and engaging manner. A refreshment break 
is included . 

Taught by Pam Kessler, an experienced dancer and member of 
the professional troupe, Hamakor, the workshop is fun for the 
whole family! 

The workshop is $4 for individuals and $12 for a family of 3 or 
more. Call (617) 558-6480 for registration and information. 

~ 1 
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SPNI Sponsors Desert Tour 
For the first time in the his

tory of its hugely successful Is
rael Nature Trails tours, the So
ciety for the Protection of Na
ture in Israel is launching a four
na tion, 18-day, four-deserts 
tour. 

The tour, by a combina tion of 
jeep, camel and foot, comprises 
Egypt (the Sinai ), Palestinian 
Authority (Judean), Israel 
(Negev and Judean) and Jordan 
(Edomite deserts). 

"This is a wonderful instance 
of cooperation among neighbor
ing countries in an effort to bring 
theverybestofscenicand histori
cal interest to visitors to the re
gion and one that we hope will 
appea l to nature lovers from 
around the world," said Stephanie 
Gl.ickman, director of the New 
York officeofSPNl, which is also 
headquarters for the organization 
in the United States. 

Included in the 18-day, four
nation tour are a three-day hike 
of the Sinai with a visit to the 
Saint Catherine Monastery, one 
of the oldest and most sacred in 
the world and site of priceless 
Byzantine artwork, followed by 
camping under the stars, a visit 
to the Negev's Ramon Crater, a 
three-day camel journey in the 
Negev, a visit to the Dead Sea 
with an overnight at the Dead 
Sea Spa Hotel, journey by jeep 
along ancient desert roads near 
Petra and a visit to the ancient 
Nabatean capital of Petra, the 
incredible rock-carved city 
where the caravan routes con
verged. 

On the final two days of the 

tour, travelers will cross the Jor
dan River to Jericho on the West 
Bank, overnighting at a nearby 
kibbutz before spending the last 
day in Jerusalem exploring the 
Old City. 

A popular tour in the first 
regional category lasts for 15 
days and is called "the com
plete active tour of Israel." True 
to its title, it is the longest of the 
tours. A hike up the Snake Path 
of Masada affords closeup 
views of the Roman Bathhouse 
and the ancient synagogue as 
well as spectacular views of the 
surrounding area. A visit to 
Wadi Kelt, a distinctive canyon 
in the Judean Desert includes a 
visit to the "cliff-hanging" Mon
astery of St. George. The pictur
esque Hula Valley in the north 
prov ides a hike a long the 
s treams in the Ba nias Nature 
Reserve and a view of the 
Banias waterfa ll. Toward the 
end of the tour travelers hike 
in the Timna and Ramon Cra
ters in the south, a nd the final 
day features a visit to the grave 
of David Ben Gurion. 

All proceeds from SPNI tours 
are used for the protection of 
nature and preservation of the 
environmentin lsrael. SPNI was 
founded in 1953 and is the 
Middle East's largest non-gov
ernmental body working for the 
preservation of the environment. 

The new brochure is avail
able free of charge by calling or 
writing the New York office at 
(212) 645-8732 or (800) 323-0035, 
89 Fifth Ave., Suite 800, New 
York, N.Y. 10003. 

Empire Food Donations Double 
Thanks to Empire turkey lov

ers in 22 states, an astounding 
18,414 pounds of Empi re Ko
sher poultry products will be 
donated by the company to the 
hungry over the next year. 

The fifth annual Pound for 
Pound promotionissteadilygain
ing momentum, as not only indi
viduals, but synagogues, schools, 
sisterhoods and senior centers 
participated in the Empire "Feed 
the Hungry" campaign. A con
tinuing commitment from Em
pire Kosher, the program will be 
repeated during the 1998 Toa nks
gi vi ng season as well. 

In order to maximize partici
pation, the Pound for Pound 
program was designed to be 
simple and directly targeted. 
Individuals and groups saved 

the weight labels from thei r 
Empire Kosher Thanksgiving 
turkeys. Mailed-in labels are 
then matched in total, pound 
for pound, by the company. 

As an Orthodox Jewish com
pany, Empire's sense of corpo
rate and community responsi
bility involves the sharing of its 
resources. Traditionally, "m.itz
vot" or "good deeds" have been 
an integral part of its outreach 
program of charitable giving. 
Because kosher foods are in 
short supply for the many food 
banks, local soup kitchens and 
city food pantries who serve the 
needy, the availability of do
nated strictly kosher poultry 
products is essential to the con
tinued operation of many of the 
volunteer groups. 

Cf C dl!l_en~wea'i 
{!_JX}. o'l!lwiWW'l. will hold our Spring 1998 

Semi-Annual Wardrobe Event from now until March 7th. 
Create a wardrobe that reflects your individual taste. 

• 25% Off all purchases made this event. 
• Also, Hickey-Freeman and Burberry suits and sport coats. 

• Majer, Berle, and Sansabelt trousers, plain front or pleated. 
• Complimentary alterations included. 

• In Stock or Custom Made. 

HART SCHAFFNER & MARX 
642 East Avenue, Warwick, RI 02886 • (Near R.I. Mall) 

827-7848 
Store Hours: Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Sunday 12 Noon - 3:00 p.m. 
Fred E. Bottai • Charlie Tsonos • John F. S11llioo11, Jr. • Sa11to LaFazia, Jr. 

See America's Finest Names in Men's Clot/1i11g 
in our sllop or Custom Made 
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Dance Till You Drop, Party Till Dawn 
by Yehuclah Biss fondly called "The Techias Hamaisim" 

Herald Editor dance. Techias Hamaisim is to hap-

, , , , , pen at the end of days, when the 

hen one attends an Or- dead will rise. The dance is done 

thodox wedding, one is w ith two people, one acting as the 

astoundedattheexcitement 11 Dier1 " the other the 

w aves stronger, and in his s imcha of 

reviving his friend, the Resuscitator 

dances a w iggling, jiggling dance 

move.They hug and make up and are 

happy to make it through this trauma 

pur the day of the wedding. It is cus

tomary for the couple to fast and pray 

the Yorn Kippur afternoon service the 

day before the wedding, then they 

shed their old selves of being a single 

entity and become a 

new entity, that fuand energy exerted on the dance 

floor, bringing the dancer out of even 

the quietest of friends and shyest of 

relatives. The Torah says "Eivdu es 

Hashem B'simcha," (serve the Cre

ator with joy) but this takes the cake. 

Rabbis juggling torches, students eat

ing flaming rods, and all other sorts 

of strange dances. O ne of them is 

uResuscitator." The two 

interact as if they are 

fighting, w ith the Dier 

ending up on the floor 

playing dead. 

A compelling dance, the Mitzvah Tantz 
sion o f two to o ne at 

the chuppah. This 

dance re-enacts th.is 

procedure m a more 

light-hearted way. But his friend fee ls 

bad, so he prays fer

vently for the resusma

tio n of the Dier. He 

is normally done by the most Chas,dic of 

Jews, and starts with what's known 

as a Badchin, a storyteller. Then there is the 

M1tzvah Tantz. A 

compelling dance, 
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chants louder to ureitz" them 11un" -

to get them riled up and excited. This 

is done until late into the night, as 

some Chasidic weddings last until 2 

or 3 a.m. 

At one New England Rabbinical 

College graduate's wedding, because 

of the fervor of preparations for that 

year's upcoming Providence Purim 

Parade, dancing gave way to a spon

taneous w e dding parade, where 

other students made a circle, grabbed 

plates, used them for steering wheels, 

and acted like floats in a parade, wav

ing and gesturing to every orilooker. 

walks over to the Dier and waves his together. Whtle all of this is gomg on, normally done by the most Chasid1c Eventually, the parades grew to be-
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hand m the air gesturing to the Dier 

that it's no t his tune yet. First, the 

Resuscitator waves a bottle of vodka 

by the Dier's face; if he still doesn't 

wake up, he waves a wad of dollar 

bills. Slow ly, the Dier moves up

wards, pauses, then continues up 

gaining strength as the Resuscitator 

everyone around 1s clapping and the 

band usually does a drum solo of 

some sort to fit the mood of the 

dance. 

The reason this dance takes place 

at a wedding is in its symbolism. On 

wedding day, the Choson and Kallah 

have a rebirth, as it is like a Yorn Kip-

of Jews, 1t starts w ith what's known 

as a Badchin, a storyteller. He pokes 

fun at the Chosen and Kallah w hile 

everyone joins h1m in song, as the 

groom takes his gartel (special belt 

made of w ool) and holds one end of 

it, while the bride grabs the other 

end, and they dance. T he crowd 

come plam1ed events, w here grown 

men dressed as clowns, babies with 

diapers, gorillas, and fashion victims. 

Many hold signs of favorite sayings 

or slogans of the Choson and Kallah; 

others just line up with the group and 

make faces or play air guitar. Since 

then, the Providence Wedding Parade 
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has become somewhat a tradition by 

all other NERC graduates' weddings. 

The idea is to give the wedding an 

air of playfulness, even if it means 

putting yourself at the risk of embar-

cleaner, then put the vacuum in re

verse. However, because he picked 

a rugged balloon, it didn't pop right 

away, so he had to take a fork and 

pop it by himself. He then told the 

rassment just to put a smile on that couple, "May your family grow as 

face of the Chosen and Kallah. large as the confetti now strewn 

Ezevel was known for her dancing 

for Chasanim and Kallas. By using her hands 

and feet for that purpose, she merited 

burial despite all the evil done by the rest 

of her body and soul. 

There are o ther ideas that have 

come and gone over the years as 

partygoers try to flex their creativ

ity. There are people w ho jump a 

flaming rope, make milk disappear 

in a newspaper and dance around in 

clown suits. At one wedding, some

one took a balloon with the Chason 

and Kallah's name on it, filled with 

about this hall." Somehow, I tlunk 

this is analogous to what G-d prom

ised to Abraham, but m a creatJve 

way, the ob1ect bemg to please the 

Chason and Kallan. 

Ezevel, Oueen of Judah and wife 

of Achav, notorious for her adher

ence to the Baal (an idol) and the kill

ing of prophets, (save 100 hiding in a 

confetti, attached it to a vacuum cave) had one saving grace. Despite 
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picking the landscape of Judah like 

rotten grapes and subsequently the 

prophets prediction of her demise 

(her flesh was consumed by dogs 

after taking a nasty fall) her hands 

and feet weren't consumed. The 

Midrash comments on the sigruft

cance of this. She had merited that 

they be buried because of her danc

mg abilities. Ezevel was known for 

her dancing for Chasarum and Kallas. 

By using ner nands and feet for that 

purpose, she merited burial despite 

all the evil done by the rest of ner 

body and soul (or lack thereof). 

When two people commit to 

marry, they are gomg mto a relaaon

ship that has its ups and downs, and 

,f you start It o ff right, with true feel

mgs of s1mcha, happiness, tl1en the 

chances are greater that the two will 

stay together through tluck and thm. 

For this same reason Jews continue 

to celebrate after the wedding w ith 

Sheva Brochos, seven days spent 

feasting w ith the Cnoson and Kallah. 

Although, by the time the seventh 

day arrives, the couple just wants to 

be left alone, the memories of shar

ing joy with your spouse, together 

with friends and family, last a life

tune and bring much happiness to a 

marriage. 

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING JEWISH IS ... 
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Wear Your Mother's Wedding Gown 
by Joyce Lafrance Tormey 

omething old, something 

new ... Young women 

erywhere can recall hear

mg those very words at one time or 

another. And even though today's 

bridges are intelligent independent 

women w ho have their own sense 

o f tradition, the days gone by still 

hold magic fo r them . ln most fami 

lies, there exists an heirloom gown. 

ln reali ty, this can be an original work 

of design that is about to come to Life. 

Cowns that cost $100 to $200 years 

ago may cany a price of $2,000 to 

$3,000 today. So sea rch the attic and 

closets for th e treasured wedding 

gown that your mother or grand

mother wore on her special day. 

T h e first step in creati ng your 

dream dress is to have an expert take 

care of any stains or discoloration that 

may have occurred. Do not be alarmed 

if the color is as dark and 

dingy as a smoke-stained 

roo m . Many o f th ese 

gowns can be revived to 

a beautiful sh ade o f 

are almost always re

moved but in the event 

they aren't, they may 

be a ppliqued w ith 

lace to crea te a new 

look. The fabrics and 

laces from the past are 

unattainable today. 

But any replace

ment parts may be 

cus tom dye d to 

match the original . 

Even beads may be 

colored in the restora-

tion. Most important is that 

be corrected. Completely 

new bo di ce parts ca n 

be made from the enor-

t ight a simple gusset 

may be sufficient. 

Necklines ca n be 

raised with English 

net or cut and 

you take your dress to an expe rt 

w ho w ill handle all aspects of the rec

reation process in order to assess w hat 

needs to be accomplished at this step 

for the final look. 

Wit/, the help of a creative desig11er and seamstress, your mother's 

weddi11g gow11 catt be restyled for your tri11 dow11 t/,e aisle. 

Photos courtesy of Joyce L,.france Tormey 

Even the popu lar portra it collar can commoda te the new woman of to-

The second step is the fit of the 

dress. Again, almost any problem can 

be created. The designs are endless. day. From a simple cap to a leg-o-

Lynne Grant 
(401) 943-2979 

Sleeves are freque ntly changed to ac-

By Appointment 
Only 

Stationery and Invitations for every 
occasion at discount prices 

EAST GREENWICH PHOTO 
Susie Dittelman 

(401) 884-0220 (800) 398-2087 
Member: Professional Photographer Association of Rhode Island 

Serving Rhode ls land1s families 
and businesses since 1976 

!)[ historical document of wfi.o we were 
and Ii.ow we lived . .. 

The photography of people1 private functions1 

and corporate gatherings. 

mutton to a stylish long taper ending 
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~your 

mother's 

wedding 

gown 

The 

quality 

of 
yesterday 

transformed 

for the 

bride 

of 

today 
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How to Buy Diamonds 
by Richard J. Concannon 

he purcha se of a 

diamond should be 

an enjoyable process for 

you as well as the recipient. It is a 

symbol of your love. It is a public dec

laration of exactly what you mean to 

each other. Try not to rush the pro

cess. Enjoy it. Ths is the first major 

step marking your life together. 

BUDGET 

The first and most important step 

when buying a diamond is to estab

lish a budget with w hich you are 

comfortable. There are seve ral theo

ries concerning the establishment of 

a budget. DeBee rs believes that it 

should be based upon two months 

gross salary. While this provides a 

good starting point, 1 personally be

lieve that no one should be able to 

tell you what that budget should be. 

You must examine your finances and 

your bills and determine fo r yourself 

w hat you are comfortable spending. 

Remember, this is going to last a life

time. Even if, in the fu ture, you de

cide to upgrade th e size o f her 

diamond, chances are that she will 

want to keep this one because it w ill 

be her original engagement ring and 

has great sentimental value. 

Whatever you decide upon fo r a 

budget, stick to it! The most com

mon mistake w hen buying a dia

mond is to establish a budget and 

then to greatly exceed it. 

VALUE 

A diamond 's value is established, 

collectively, by the fo ur Cs. That is 

carat weight, cut, clarity and colo r. 

It is imperative that you take some 

time to unde rsta nd these fa cto rs . 

With diamonds, very small, almost 

imperceptible diffe rences can mean 

the difference in a lot of money. 

There are two basic ways to learn 

and unde rsta nd the info rmati o n 

abo ut the four Cs. First, you can see 

yo ur family ge mol ogist and have 

them take the time to explain the 

four Cs to you. Second, there is a 

wonderful book on the market called 

Tire Diamond Ri11g B11ying Guide, by 

Renee Newman. Either way, yo u 

w ill learn what questions you should 

ask and gain a basic understand ing 

of va lue esta bli shing fa cto rs fo r 

diamonds . 

LOOK AROUND 

See what jewelers have to offer. 

Are you obligated to buy only &om 

their inventory or will they special 

order exactly what you want? 

Diffe rent jewelers offer di fferent 

packages. Some come with an in

surance policy already buil t into 

the price of the ring. However, there 

are ce rtain o bl ig ati o ns that yo u 

must fulfill in order to kee p that 

poli cy in fo rce . 

Some offer different fina ncing 

packages. Some offer a money-back 

guarantee w hile others w ill only is

sue a store credit. You must have the 

return policy explai ned to your sat

isfa ction before making this type of 

purchase . 

As the consumer, you should find 

a gemologist or jeweler that you can 

talk to . Someone wi t!, w hom you 

can build a rapport. You must be able 

to discuss your jewelry needs and 

know that they will then act accord

ing to your w ishes. Once you have 

found a gemologist or jeweler that 

you can talk with and you trust, stick 

with them. You will find that be

tween the two o f you, you can suc

cessfully take all of the risk out of 

buying your diamond. 

Submitted by Richard Co11ca11no11, gem

ologist and appraiser of fine jewlery, 

and owner of Co ncannon jewelers, 

2190 Broad Street, Cranston, R.l. , 

{401) 467-4727 

Wedding Band Sale! 

Come in with this ad and get 33% off retail 
on any custom-ordered wedding band 

EXC LU SIV ELY AT 

~ lJi.concannonj.l ~ 
~ J ewe l ers ~ 

2190 BROAD STREET, CRANSTON, R.I. 02905 · TEL. 467-4727 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10- 6 , FR I DAY 10-8, SATURDAY 10-4 

-, 
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The Cake: Simply Elegant or Deliciously Eccentric? 
by Deborah Kaplan 

edding ca kes are 

very special. Since 

the tradition of the wed

ding cake began thousands of years 

ago, it has symbolized good luck, 

fe rtility, and a long happy life to

gether for the bride and groom. 

The ceremonial wedding cake be

gan to take on its present fonn in the 

middle of the 17th century. English 

royalists, w ho had Bed to France dur

ing the Puritan revolution became 

pleasingly astonished at the confec

tions produced by the French pastry 

chefs, many of w hich were brought 

back to England post revolution. 

Almost immediately they set about 

Y@1lJ'1{JE INVITJEJP! 
4 - , ...... 

f,, ~9.~e Tlrnf lf.'-rJ(b,,-re;-Jvt>n )'JI L~f.ng @ne 

Custom Weddin5 In~~- ~~0 Bal Milvah lnvilalions, 
D . 
ceB9rtes 0 More 

€:~ Ti'i€: ~ U\m 
25 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI 02886 

( 40 1) 738-8301 

Bring this ad with you and receive 5% off your order 

00here elegant receptions begin. 

Norton Country Club 

Q/ou are invited to our 

BRIDALSHOW 
FREE ADMISSION 

Sunday, March 1st, 1998 • 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

This bridal show will offer: 
FLORIST • PHOTOGRAPHER • VIDEO • ENTERTAINMENT 

CAKE • LIMO • TUX AND BRIDAL SHOP 
COMPLIMENT ARY HORS D'OEUVRES 

(508) 285,3840 
188 OAK STREET, NORTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

elevating the stature of the wed

ding cake. They modified the 

small plain cakes by building 

them in a shapely mound cov

ered with a layer of rich icing. 

Today a bride considers 

the wedding cake a very 

important and precious 

part of her wedding. It is 

the focal point of the re

ception and one of the 

final remembrances 

tier of the wedding cake is 

saved for the bride and groom 

to serve when they return 

from their honeymoon 

or on their first wedding 

anniversary. The English 

Groom's Cake, usually 

the bridal couple 

has of their 

wedding day. 

ln fact, tradi

tionally, the top 

chocolate, is a newly 

brought-back old 

Brides ch oose 

their wedding 

cakes with care, 

often desiring 

to match their 

bridal theme 

and bridal 

LEAVITT & Co. 

'eefect taste, we can assist you with ... 
a EVENT LoCATION 

• C ATERER (food, liquor, cak e) 

a FLO RIST & D ECORAT IO NS 

a M USIC & E NTERTAIN MENT 

• RENTALS (tab le s, linens, etc.) 

a PHOTOGRAPHER 

a PARTY F AVORS &: INVITATIONS 

a LIMOUSINE / TRANSPORTATION 

a VIP G UEST ARRANGEMENTS 

.. . and more! 

Yepre11llan 
Jewelers 

Let us customize a wedding band 
to your personal taste ... 

1/J kt .. . 18 kt ... Platinum 

FULL SERVICE STORE • R EPAIRS • WATCH BATTER I ES 

A PPRAI SALS BY GRADUATE GEMOLOGI STS 

EVERYTHI NG D ONE ON PREM ISES 

ENGAGEMENT RINGS • WEDDING BANDS 

FINE J EWELRY • DIAMONDS • COLORED G EM STONES 

Celebrating /JO Years of European Craftsmanship 

510 R ESERVO I R AVENU E, CRAN STON, RHODE ISLAND 

40 1- 467 - 2 116 

Savings are 25% to /JO% 
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party colors. Contemporary, country, 

traditi onal, and Victo rian a re the 

most popular themes. O n a wedding 

ca ke the theme can be expressed 

wi th the use of flowers (silk or 

cake decorator and owner of Rain

bow Bakery in Cranston, has alw ays 

welcomed the chaUenge of an origi

nal de sign . Reprodu cti ons range 

from classic simpLicity to elaborate 

EngLish fruit ca ke, car

ro t cake, simply lus-

1 Bth century forerunner of today's ,nu/ti-tiered wedding cakes. 

Frettch chefs and pastry cooks itttroduced the idea that the bridal cake 

should be a colorful showpiece to add to t/,e grattd decor. 

Wedding Creations Par Excellence 
by Award-Winning Master Decorator 

Photographically Correct Cakes 
• Groom's Cakes 

• Bridal Shower Cakes 
• Decorated Cookie Trays 
• Luscious Wedding 

Cake Flavors & Fillings 

JU~~ 
t)~~//a 
800 Reservoir Avenue 
Cranston, Rhode Island 

944-8180 flt 
944-7171 
r(fat;1/111ml/J Jf';fj'&4r-l 
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cious cheese cake tie rs or smooth as 

silk roUed fondant, all w ith or w ith

o u t any numb er o f rich fillings . 

Cake sizes a re adap ted to se rve 

w hatever the number of wedding 

guests w ill be. 

O rnam ent ch oices va ry from 

fresh flowe rs, to musicals, porcelains, 

satins, pearls and silks. And don't 

fo rget those tiered and colored w a

ter fountains! 

coo rdinate with the bride 's color 

scheme, flowers and ornaments. 

S11bmitted by Deborah Kapla11, who is a 

co-owner of Rai11bow Bakery and Cafe, 

800 Reservoir Ave., Cranston, (401) 944-

7171 or (401} 944-8180. All we dding ca ke designs can 

A*:FORMAL WEAR 
700 !lJe.si9nu .. r!Tua:edos/ 

PERRY ELLIS 
CHRISTIAN DIOR 

AFTER SIX • PIERRE CARDIN 

GROOM'S TUX FREE 
WITH PARTY OF 5 OR MORE 

5lJi6'.COU,l/:ed !J?.<llel.• 

1305 HARTFORD AVENUE, JOH NSTON, R.I. 

(401) 421-6060 

"YOUR ONE-STOP OCCASION SHOP" 

Fabulous Wedding Invitation Selection 

2.5% qj;-,u:ounb 
Favors • Cente rpieces • Balloons 

Mrs. Prindables Chocolate-Covered Apples 
Bridal Accessories 

Beautiful Custom-Designed Gourmet Baskets 

[Jll,e-pecfictsif(/or all 1/,e mem6e,.,..
f'lsour 6,vaal party I 

1305 HARTFORD AVENUE, JOHNSTON, R.I. 

(401) 421 -6868 
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Beyond the Dress 
by Nancy Rodrigues Spirito 
. .. ..... . ..... 
~ he bridal veil and 

~ ~eadpiece are the most 

symbolic representation 

in a day full of tradition. The veil 

represents purity and in some cul

tures is believed to protect th e 

bride fro m evil spirits. It is the one 

accessory that determines a look to 

be demure, romantic, innocent o r 

sophisticated. 

Never before have bridal acces- of stones, beads, or porcelain flow-

sories so closely followed the cue of ers held together with intertwined 

the fashi o n pages. The craze of wires of copper, gold, silver o r a 

streamlined gowns continues, with combination. 

sleeveless tank style versions topping Hand beading and embroidery 

the most sought after styles. Follow- are decorating the edges of veils of 

ing suit, headdresses are either simple any length . Veil fabri cs consist of 

and understated or exotically roman- tulle, ei ther nylon o r si lk, as well as 

tic. Minimal, delicate tiaras and hair organza for a mo re ethereal effect. 
jewelry (deco rative o rnaments at

tached to hairpins and arranged in 

clusters within the hairstyle) made 

The key to success ful accessorizi ng 

is to complement the bride's fea

tures and dress without ove rpow-

_/ 
s tud iQ 

Offering design services 
for bridal finery, 

headwear and accessories. 

Also featuring 
internat iona l 

handcra~ed gi~ ware. 

NANCY R"DRIGUES SPIRITO 

6298 Park Avenue, Cranston, 
Rhode Is land 019w 

401-941-nss 

Nopal ([rest Estates 

Great wcation. . . cwse to everything, 
yet far from the congestion. 

On Highland Avenue in Fall River 

Studio, One and Two Bedroom Apartments 
Spacious C losets • Priva te Balco n ies • Heat and Hot Water • 24-H our Main tenance 

Swimm ing Pool • Tennis Courts • Active C lubhouse • Health & Firncss Center 
Impeccable Landscap ing • Res ident Appreciation Program 

Open daily, including Sunday 9-5 

(508) 675-1355 
http://www.rcnt.net 

\11 Designed, Bu.Hand Managed by THE FLATLEY COMPANY 
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ering them . Emphasis should be on thought about prior to the final se 

th e bride 's fa ce with ador!1ment lection of th e headpiece . Jewelr 

secondary. Proportion and material selection follows . 

coo rdination should co mplement 

and not compete 

wi th the go wn . 

While a s imple 

dress can afford a 

trimmed veil with 

an intricate head

piece, an elaborate 

dress should have 

simpler accessories. 

Bridal accessories are not limitec 

to just headwea, 

Never before have 

bridal accessories so 

closely followed the cue 

of the fashion pages. 

With th e pate n 

tial fo r inclemen 

weather, capes anc 

wraps have be 

come an essentia 

for late fa ll, w in

ter and even early 

spring events. 

Headwear, the refore, should be 

selected only after the dress has been 

chosen. Typically, the hairstyle has 

also been dete rmined o r at least 

The shoe is an often overlooked 

but eq ually impo rtant accessory. 

Even the fullest of skirts cannot hide 

the foot as the skirt is swept up to 

National Historic Landmark in 
East Providence, Rhode Island 
$quantum is one of the oldest, finest and most prestigious 
cl ubs in all of New England. Situated on Narragansett Bay with 
its own private docking faci lities, $quantum will provide a 
spectacular selling, gracious service and excellent cuisi ne for 401-434-8377 
your special event. Air-conditioned for you r dining comfort. By Appointment 0 11/y 

~~~ 
~~\ Kitche n 

0 

50 HIRE A CATERER WITH CREATIVIT Y, 
PERSONABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY. 

WHEN IT HAS TO BE KOSHER, COME SEE THE BE ST. 

80 BROWN STREET, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND • 273-0210 

_f\ __ UNDER TH E STRICT SUPERVISION OF THE 
'JC7 VAAO HAKASHRUTH OF RH ODE ISLAND 
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allow the bride to enter her transpor

tation, walk up steps or dance the 

night away. 

Handbags, eithe r clutch, shoul

der, pouch o r this season's popular 

"lunch-bag" style are a requirement, 

if only big enough to h old tissues, 

mints and makeup essentials . 

Though no longer a popular feature 

of the wedding celebration, the garter 

is still w orn for sentimental reasons. 

Heirloom garters can be custom made 

uti li z ing snippets o f fa brics, trims 

o r jew elry from a grandm oth er's, 

mother's or favorite aunt's wedding 

dress or even &om a treasured doll, 

representing a Lifetime of memories. 

Another popular item is a ring pil

low. Pillows can be custom designed 

to work with your wedding attire as 

well as coordinate with an interior 

scheme of your bedroom, living room 

or even your ki tchen. The pillow can 

then be displayed on a daily basis in

stead of packed aw ay. 

Regardless of your accessory needs, 

you are not limited to w hat is offered 

to you in a bridal salon. C ustom bridal 

designers are available and well worth 

investigating. 

S11b111itted by Nancy Rodrig11es 5/llrito for 

St11dio. S111d10 1s located at 6298 Park 

Ave.1 Cranston. A11170111tmems am be 

made by calling (40 1) 941 -7755. 

Join The 
Thread of 
History at 
America's 
Oldest 
Synagogue. 

Weddings 

Bar Mitzvahs 

Kosher Catering 
A"angemmtr 

85 Touro Strut, Newport, Rf 401 .847.4794 

Specializing in one-of-a-kind, made-co-order dresses 

i/sA~ S 
CHILDREN'S BOUTIQUE 

Garden City, C ranston • 944-0495 
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Wear Your M other's Gown 

in a point at just the right position. 

Skirts can be restyled into the straight 

look of today, lengthened by exquis

ite lace edging, or to ball-gown full

ness. 

The final step is ornamentation. 

Yo u ma y choose to add la ce 

appliqu es, crys ta ls , fa bric roses, 

bow s, or pearls. Fabrics fro m years 

past w ere elegant satms that had a 

sheen all their own, tulle tha t was as 

Continued &om page 4 

delicate as clouds, and linens that 

were crisp as a new morning. Most 

of the olde r gowns require less to cre

ate that special look. 

The headpiece and veil can be 

completely designed to complement 

the ensemble by creating the piece 

with ma te ria ls whi ch ma tch the 

gown and choosing the correct veil 

length and edging. Afte r the wed

ding, be sure to preserve the gown 

BL AC KSTONE 
Caterers, Inc. 

Since 1945 

so that one day your own daughter 

can continue the tradition. 

When the music begins and all the 

eyes tum to see, you will by confi

dent in a beautiful original, and walk

ing into you r new life in a treasured 

memory. 

Joyce LaFra11ce Tonne~ designer, is rite 

owner of A Joy(,,/ Creation, 102 Glw 

Meadows On·ve, Pawtucket, RI 02861-

4450, (401) 724 -2154. 

4 3 MEMOR IAL BOULEVARD, NEW PORT, RHODE ISLAND 02840 • 401-848 -2030 

To make sure it's perfect, call .. 

188 Wayland Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island • 401-75 1-3 111 
2980 Post Road, Warwick. Rhode Island • 401-737-9033 

g 

As your professional FTD shop, we'll make your 
wedcling flowers as special as the love y ou share. 

Chu.ppah and Arch Avatl.a/J/c. 
Lew Pr:yeor, FTD Jv\aster Designer 
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~CE YWEDDI 

l\1tR. l~OBN DEM KO''\rED 

AJCH AJNCVLADN OJF 

UNDZER CIIAsENe 
,,~ELCHE KtJ~T FOU. zt.JN· 

TllC DEl"I O / I 10'IO IN 

uoLZlfAOS EN 1)(.tOUC) 

0 o,vNT-

Hakl Bak/ Puppet TT,eater. Scene from tlte Hakl Bak/ Puppet TT,eater portraying a wedding ceremony 

under a ltuppalt. Created l,y Rutlt Hepner and Simclte Scltwartz wlto met as Holocaust refugees in 

Switzerland, tlte puppet tlteater performed in Europe, Israel and Argentina. 

Wedding Invitation, Landsberg Displaced Persons Camp, Germany, 

January 6, 1946. Hand printed l,y Borys Blum for ltis wedding wit/, 

Frania Bratt, tltis invitation includes tlte birtltplaces of the bride and 

groom, as well as the concentration camp in which they were inmates. 

e,{f;,-,,,,., ~ ~;, 
""un1v....,K.-,44~ 

..r~ 

A nniversary Picture. Terezin G hetto, Czechoslovakia, October 8, 1943. 
Drawing l,y Lajos Pless for his wife, tl,is card slrows scenes from their 

life togetlter: tlteir wedding, ltome, deportation and a ship 

symboliz ing tlteir ltope of leaving. 

c 
e Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery 

k City, New' York'. devotes the .first floor 

of the museum to Jewish culture and 

tradition. Their permanent exhibit, "Jewish 

Life A Century Ago," includes a "Wedding" 

section w here visitors can view a great num

berof artifacts such as hand-painted ketubot, 

a wedding dress, invitations, jewelry and ac

cessories, diaries and other materials. A short 

description and story (some of which are on 

videotape) accompany every exhibit. 

"The museum is both a lesson and a sign of hope for 

all people," said museum chairman Robert M. Morgenthau. 

"We w ill never forget those who perished. At the same time, the 

museum honors those who survived to rebuild their lives, their 

families and the greater Jewish cultural com

munity. Their triumph teaches everyone 

about the strength of the human spirit.» 

Situated opposite the Statue of Liberty 

and Ellis Island, the grand hexagonal granite 

museum of 30,000 square feet is home to 

more than 2,000 photographs 

and 800 historical 

and cultural Jew

ish artifacts. For 

directions or in

fo rmation, call 

Porcelain Weddi11g C1111 and 

Saucer, Gennany ca. 1900. 

TTre wp bears tlte Hebrew te.xt 

from Jeremial, 7:34 ofte11 fo11nd on 

a weddiug canopy: " . . . the voice of 

mirtlt, the voice of glad11e.ss, tl,e 

voice of tlte bridegroom, a11d tlte 

voice of tlte bride . ... " Photograph 

by Peter Goldberg/Museum of 

Jewish Heritage. 

the Museum o f 

Jewish Heritage at 

(212) 968-1800. 

All photos courtesy of Museum of 

Jewish Heritage, New York. 

wit/, mother-of-pearl. Used for a 

pre-wedding visit to a Mikvelt, a ritual batlt. 

A l/eppo, Syria 1898. Photograph by 

Peter Goldberg/Museum of Jewish Heritage. 
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A PAR'TMSNTS 16 B A ll<1UET FACft.mes 17 co F'BCTIO s 15 ISW'Eit.ln' 5 R:SS,,lllU AIIITS 1,-, 
Regency Plaza Lord Thompson Manor Finishing Touch Concannon Je w e le rs Bamsider's M lle & A Quarter / 
Providence Route 200, Thompson. Conn Sandy Maldavir 2190 Broad St., Cranston 375 South Main St., Providence 
861-0400 

8 
(860) 923-3886 

6 
944 - 11 21 

7 
467-4727 

13 
351-7300 

Royal Crest Norton Country Club Sweet Impressions Reliable Gold Chef Walte r Potenza's 
(508) 675-1 355 1 88 Oak St.. Norton, Mass Leah Reiff 1 81 Wayland Ave., Providence 265 Atwells Ave .. Providence 
http:/ / www.rent.net (508) 285-3840 

14 
943-1336 861-1414 

6 
273-2652 

AP'F'AAEC. & 

16 
Odessa EVENT Pl.A f G& Yepremian Jewelers ii Piccolo ACCe&ISORIES Route 1 , Foxboro, Mass COOROINNTJON 12 51 0 Reservoir Ave .. Cranston 1 450 Atwood Ave .. Johnston 

The Added Touch (508) 698-6849 

15 
Wendy Joblon 467-2116 421-9843 

1 02 Main St., East Greenwich (508) 992-4502 

6 U MOUSINE SER'fll'ce:s; 11 ~ 884-481 3 

16 
Providence Marriott 
Charles at O rms. Providence Abby Leavitt & Co. All Occasion Limousine Brown Tailors & Cleansers 

Imagine 272-2400, (800) 937-7768 

2 
725-5951 454-1380 536 Main St., East Greenwich 

618 Hammond St. E-Mail allocd1mo@aol.com 

7 
884-4933 

Chestnut Hill, Mass. Quidnessett Country Club Fl.OWER:S· 3 (6 17) 731 - 1720 

16 950 N Ouidnessett Road Blooming Blossoms "A " Star Limousine Je wish Llfecycle 
N o rth Kingstown 815 Hope St., Providence Providence, 78 1 -1 1 30 (888)-4 MrTZVAH 

Jazzy 884-1100 

8 
274-3929 Johnston. 232-1 523 (888) 464-8982 

7300 Post Road, North Kingstown 9 Cranston, 942-6655 Email:Jhfecycle@aol com 
( 1 /2 mile south of Quonset) Squantum A ssociation Peter Pots (800) 439- 1523 

5 295-7179 

12 
434-8377 188 Wayland Ave., Providence Abby Leav itt & Co. 

15 
751·3111 Escort Limo 725-595 1 

Liz Sheldon BEAUTY & HAIR 2980 Post Road, Warwick 1616Wal'WlckAve., Warwick 
Garden City Center, Cranston Jacqu e line Philip Salon 737-9033 738-UMO (5466) N 's h el C h esed 
946-0340 

13 46 1 Angell St. Providence 

3 
( ) 718-UMO (5466) 861-4 0 4 2 

521 -7773 GIFTS 

14 Re pete 4 Rhoda' s Judaica M U SIC TEMPI.ES 
564 Putnam Pike, Greenville The SPA at Michael Rose 77 Burlington St., Providence Jane K. Revkin Touro Synagogue 
(Corner of Routes 116 & 44) 942-9803 454-4775 884-7546 85 Toure St., Newport 
949-4 0 10 

17 6 PARTY SUPPU ES 14 
847-4794 

BRIDAi. ATTIRE 4 INVITATIONS 
Ruth's Joyce LaFrance Tormey Creative Flair Party Warehouse T RAVEi. 
44 Rolfe Square, Cranston A Joyful Creation 25 Greenwich Ave., Wal'Wlck 31 0 East Ave., Pawtucket Hope Travel 
941-5155 

9 
723-6138 738-8301 726-2491 

16 32 Goff Ave., Pawtucket 

17 728-3600 
Sar a ' s Childre n 's Boutique CATERING 9 Gerber Graphics Ultimate P arty Rentals 
Garden C ity, Cranston Blackstone Caterers 724-COPY (2679) 555 Valley St Your Tra vel A gent, Inc. 
944-0495 

8 
43 Memorial Boulevard, Newport 15 528-1175 Wiener Travel 
848-2030 

8 
Joyce Medeiros Leven PHO'JTOG"APHEll!J 4 

766 H ope S t.. Providence 
S tudio (508) 76 1-4121 272-6200 
Nancy Rodrigues S pirito Jeff's Kosher K itchen 4 East Greenwic h P h o to 

WEOIHNG CAf'ESI 629B Park Ave., Cranston 80 Brown St., Providence Lynne Grant Stationery Susie 01ttelman 
94 1-7755 273-0210 943-2979 884-0220, (800) 398-2087 Rainbow B a k ery 12 13 14 7 800 Reservoir Ave .. Cranston 
Teddy Bearskins Chef Walter Potenza's Party Warehou se James Anthony Photography 944-8180, 944-7171 
Barringto n , 2 4 5 -8 703 265 Atwells Ave .. Providence 31 0 East Ave., Pawtucket (800) 538-9421 , 331 -5511 
Wick ford, 2 9 5-0282 273-2652 726-2491 
Mystic , Conn. (203) 536-0902 

LIMOUSINE 
... a full serviae limousine company that provides you with fiawless service for your wedding. 

When y,ou ook yOU£ limousine with All Occasion Limousine Inc., 
you get the best service available at a competitive price, along with 
receivµig significant disco~ on our ther wedding services. 

Take 15% off dates availabktJ,lsifear 

(ot:v,r,· ... . ~: SPA GIER 

J.I QUSINI! LIMO S I NE ,-
Up~ 3 hours ......... $l25.00 ........ $325.00 ...• .... 375.00 
4 hours ................ .. SO. • .... $3~(),, ....... $400.00 

........ s sp.oo ......... $ 60.00 

with Ul., 
for any of,, 

ortation you may requfre: 
• VAN OR LIMOUSINE TRANSPORTATION FOR YOUR BACHELOR OR BACHLORETTE PARTY, 

REHEARSAL DINNER, OR TO SHUTTLE YOUR GUESTS 

• SEDAN OR LIMOUSINE SERVICE FOR YOUR HONEYMOON TRANSPORTATION 

E•MAIL: 

ALL0CCL1Mo9AOL.COM 

13 
7 

17 
14 
6 

16 
9 

17 
17 

7 

' 
I 
l 

I 
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Styles for Mother to Wear 

Elegance & Style 
Specializing in 

Mother-of -the-Bride 
& 

Mother-of -the-Groom 

going-away suits • showers 
non-traditional brides • accessories 

Garden City Cen ter, Cranston, Rhode Island 

946-0340 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Satmday 10 Lo 6 
Wedn esday & Tlnusda y 10 lo 8 

by Tara V. Lisciandro 

Herald Editor 

fJ} fl} hile brides and grooms 

',Y _are busy preparing, orga-

nizing1 worrying and run

ning around, their moth e rs are 

usually close by. Moms are helpful 

assista nts and busy just the sa me. 

They, too, deserve a special dress and 

a day o f pampering in order to pre

pare fo r their child's special day. 

Most mothers e njoy wea ring 

somethi ng elegant and a bit unique 

fo r this Joyous wedding occasion. 

"Elegant and the sunpler the better 

th is yea r," says Liz Sheldon of 

Ga rden City, Cranston, "something 

you can wear aga in _n Her uniqu e 

boutique of elegant women's cloth

ing offers something for everyone. 

"We special order all sizes and col

ors," she adds. 

Th1s yea r1s collection of dresses 

and sui ts fo r mothers-of- the-bride in

clude layers of ch iffon, beautiful 

laces, fou r-ply silk and hammered 

silk as well as knits. Pastels, especially 

lavender, so ft silver, navy blue and 

light colors are perfect fo r summer 

and spring weddings, while neutrals 

such as sand, tawny brown, stone, 

granite1 sea green and cream are ideal 

for almost any season. 

"Light beading on dresses and 

su its, if any at all," says Sheldon. 

More emphasis is now going into the 

scarf for a more casual or business 

look. Or use the slip dress alone or 

with a silk or chiffon scarf on a warm 
fab rics . "Soft fluid 

s tyles are more 

popular this yea r," 

sh e a dd s. Long 

dresses and suits 

flatter al most all 

sha pes a nd sizes 

while lo ng o ne

piece dresses are 

also making a come 

back, says Sheldon. 

Almost any of 

the formal dresses 

and su its that Liz 

Sheldon ca refully 

selects from New 

York showroo ms 

and run-ways ca n 

easily trans fo rm 

from elegant wed

ding dresses into 

fo rmal or cas ual 

ware approp ri ate 

for friend ly gather

mgs1 luncheons and 

other occasions. For 

exa mple1 a long 

fo ur-ply s ilk slip 

dress and coordinat

ing jacket dressed 

with simple acces

so ri es suc h as a 

choker, handsome ring and match- · 

ing earrings would be suiting for any 

day or evening wedding. After

wards, wear the jacket with match

ing pants, a silk shell and a colorful 

Si111ple, elegat1t, soft fluid styles 

are perfect for 111others-of-the

bride at1d groom. 

* 

* 

Photo by Tara V. Llsciandro 

* * 
WENDY JOBLON * 

Special Event Consultant & Planner 

• WEDDINGS 

• BAR/BAT MITZVAHS 

• CORPORATE PARTIES 

• PRIVATE PARTIES 

* TELEPHONE (508) 992-4502 

* * * 

* 

* 
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summer day, perhaps to an outdoor 

family get-together. "Many of these 

su its com e with m atching to ps, 

shorter skirts or pants," says Sheldon, 

and with a few accessories any for

mal dress, or suit, can be transformed 

into other styles. 

Handpa inted dresses and tops 

are new and increasingly popular at 

Liz Sheldon's . La rge flower prints 

painted on soft ch iffons a nd silks 

flow beautifully and are sure to be 

unique attention getters at any occa

sion. Comfortable and simple knits 

have also returned this year. Short 

dresses with matching jackets and 

long knit dresses with coordinating 

shawls or scarves can be worn to any 

wedd ing. Knits ' unique colors can be 

highlighted with elegant, ye t sin1ple, 

crystal earrings and necklaces. 

Soft clutch bags of delica te fa b

rics accent any o f this year's dresses 

and sui ts. They are comfortable and 

versatile. Many of the bags are made 

to match each dress individually. 

Mothers can make their dresses even 

more distinctive with o ther accesso

ries such as gloves, brooches, scarves 

and rhinestone or pearl jewelry. 

Liz Sheldon also o ffers a line o f 

dresses for those brides see king 

something "a little different." 

O riginal, companion headpieces 

can be coo rdinated w ith many of 

the dre sses as well by She ldon's 

seamstresses. 

For more i11formatio11 call Li:Z S!,e/do11 at 

(401) 946-0340. 

Plan for a Perfect 
Wedding Day 

by Tara V. Lisciandro first list . I would make abo ut 150 
Herald Editor more lis ts after that. I was the only 

one who used o r re ferred to them, 

r several weeks I pon- my in-laws looked at me strangely 

ed hundreds of ideas and o ften asked why I was w asting 

for our special bridal issue, my time with paper and pens. 

the issue that just re-

ceived a first place 

New England Press 

Associatio n awa rd . 

What should I write 

a bo ut? W ha t d o 

people look fo r w hen 

they are about to tie 

t h e fa m ou s kn o t? 

T hen it hi t me -

lis t s. Yo u ne ed 

lists and lo ts o f them . 

Even if you've never 

used o r made a list 

You need 

lists and lots of 

them. Even if you've 

never used or made 

a list during your 

life, you're going to 

need one now. 

True, I have al

w ays bee n a list

keeper. I need a list 

fo r everything, just 

to remmd me, like 

a security blanket. 

I seld o m refer to 

th e m , n o r d o I 

ch ec k eve ry lme 

and cross items off 

w hen they're com

plete. I simply like 

to know that there 

dunng your Life, you're going to need 
is a list, an o ff1C1al 

document. Psychologists and doctors 
one now. It's true. will say that those w ho create lists 

I w as married in Sicily, Italy, tl1e frequently are nervous, preoccupied 

land of uno rganization. No lists ex- and have difficulties with concentra-

ist there, just a reception sea ting chart 

so rivals and secret lovers don't col

lide. Housewives go shopping daily 

and create some of the best meals I 

ever tasted in my life, and they neve r 

used a shopping list, they just knew 

w hat they needed. Amazing. From 

April through O cto be r men and 

w omen w ere constantly engaging in 

a host of w eddings, but they needed 

no lists! It was shocking! After all, the 

fi rst thing I did, the minute after my 

husband proposed, was make my 

tion . May be some o f that is t rue; 

Continued on Page 16 

So Many Ways to Say 
"IDo'' 

From our sel.ection of brmds in 
yell.ow gold and p!.atinum 

RELIABLE GOLD LTD. 
JEWELERS 

Sma 1934 

181 Wayland Avenue, Providence 
861-1414 

~if:£!! 
{lf esigner{llesale {l.Joutique 

Ten elegant Victorian 
rooms of designer women's 
fashions from the world's 
most acclaimed designers 

Visit our exclusive Bridal, Mother-of-the-Bride 
and Specia l Occasion sa lon located next door 

Bridal & Mother-of-the-Bride 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS • PROM • BAR/ BAT MITZVAH 

FURS• CA REER • CAS UAL • ACCESSO RIES 

ALTERATIONS ON PREMISES 

564 Putn am Pike, Ro ute 44 , Greenvill e, R.I. 
401-949-4010 

Monda y-Saturda y 10:30-5:30, Thursday cvcmngs nll 9 

Consigning Daily 

110 Main Street, East Greenwich, R.I. 
401-884-4010 

1\fonday-Saturda y 10-5, Tuesday & Thursda y evenings n!l 8 

ibO 
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FREE CONSULTATION 
TOLL FREE 

1-888-4 MITZVAH 
1-888-464-8982 

Email: jlifecycle@aol.com 

Justice of the Peace available 
for civil ceremonies only 

Afaze['Iov! 
You're Getting Married! 
Ordained Jewish Clergy Will 

Officiate in Any Location 

PARTY WAREHOUSE 
Offers you 

The Finest and Most Complete Selection of 
Designs and Matching Col.ors 

11n :Enr,,mAj t,n1 
wrnDINGS ... SHOWrnS ... BIRrnDAYS .. . 
ANNIV[RSARl[S ... BAR/BAT MITlVAHS .. . 

• 
Personalized service is our 
specialty . . . let us help you 
plan your wedding, 
engagement party, bridal 
shower, anniversary or 
special occasion. Enjoy the 
savings of buying in 
quantity as well as a 
complete selection of fashion 
designs and decorator colors. 

INVITATIONS ... 
from moderately priced to the most elegant 

. . . all at discount prices 

TIIE PARTY WAREHOUSE 
3 10 East A venue, Pawtucket, Rhode Island 

(401) 726-2491 

f/0 11TJ: Mondny--ThtJrsdny 9:30-6, Friday 9:30-7, Satt,rday 9:30-5 

CIC D ISCO UNT PRJCES . JEANNE STEIN -

Salon Advice for Brides . . . 
by Jacquie Kapanakis 

ou r hair and 

akeup is an 

o rtant part 

ur wedding 

day. Let's face it. Most 

women picture themselves 

a certain way; their dress, 

flowers and hair. T he first 

thing you need to do is find a sa

lon that is accustomed to assisting 

weddings and bridal parties. Not 

all stylists enjoy doing updos and 

working with headpieces. Find out 

if your stylist is comfortable doing 

your hair for your wedding. ff he/she 

isn't, then ask them for a reference. 

There are many things that need 

to be done before your big 

day. And making your hair 

and makeup appoint

ments should be one of 

them. You should secure 

a stylist and makeup artist 

four to five months prior to 

the wedding. It is always rec

ommended that brides do not ex

periment with their haircut or color 

Your local salon catt suggest or wave pattern within four months 

11ew a11d creative hairstyles for of the wedding date. 

brides a11d bridest11aids. If there is a body wave needed, 

Photos courtesy of Jacqueline Philip Salon Jacqueline Philip Salon in Wayland 

• · · • · · • • • • · · • • · · Square suggests doing it three to four 
weeks before the wedding. Coloror 

highlights can be done the week 

Jane :X. 'Revkin 
'flute <Perfo rmance 

• Classical, 'Popular & 
'Etfi11ic .'.Music for 
7.fJeddi11g Ceremonies, 
Cocktail .J{ours and 
Special 'l'unctions 

• J{arp, '1'ia110 or !311itnr 
v fccompa11i111rnt !Available 

prior to your wedding along with 

your cut. Brides need to have at least 

one trial run with both hair and 

makeup. It's very helpful if you have 

a picture of your gown and bring 

your headpiece for your trial run. It 

helps stylists to create the look that 

is right for your wedding day. Every

thing should flow: your hair, head

piece and gown. They should all 

complement each other. 

Makeup is a big concern for most 

brides. Jacqueline Philip suggests a 

professional makeup artist for your 

wedding day - someone who is 

knowledgeable on photography 

0D6SSl\. 
RESTAURANT & BANQUET FACILITIES 

Weddm,s 
Btzidal Sho1-0etzs &. 7'Rheatzsal 'l)iJ1hets 
Featuring Specia lties from Russia, Europe and the U .S.A . 

2 J!,,w;e 'Roo111s . .. Z{p to 100 a 11d 150 ~ w pl.e 

Ceremony Room Available 
Complete Packages with Live Entertainment A vailable 

Ca[[ for D etai ls • /508) 698-6849 
Route 11 Foxboro, M assachusetts 
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.. . and Bridal Parties 
make up. Even brides w ho usually 

don1t wear any makeup need some, 

even if it's simply to even out their 

skin tone. 

to get friends together and relax be-

fo re the next day. 

HELPFUL HINTS 

I. Don't ask too many people their 

opinion . You're the only one that 

really matters. If you like it, go 

with it. 

2. As long as you feel comfortable 

and feel you look great, that's all 

that matters. 

3. Remind your fiance to get a hair-

cut at the beginning of the week. 

Tell him to go back the day be-

fore the wedding for sidebum and 

neckline trimming. 

4. It's better and less stressful for the 

bride if the day of her wedding 

she gets he r h ai r and makeup 

done and leaves the salon. Don't 

hang arou nd wai ting for the 

others . 

5. Plan to be finished at the salon 

and home one hour before the 

photographer gets there. All that 

needs to be done is your dress. 

6. Most of all enjoy yo urse lf. It's 

your day. 

Submirred by Jacquie Kapanakis of 

Jacqueline Pl,ibi1 Salon, 461 Angell 51., 

Providence, JU, (401) 521-7773. 

The trial run should be the right 

time to pick the colors for your 

makeup and order what you need for 

the wedding day. It is also suggested 

that you bring your jewelry with you 

to your tria l runs to give yourself a 

true feeling of what you're going to 

look like. Your nails are important fo r 

that day too. A nail technician always 

recommends to brides and the ir 

parties a variety of options. If you 

plan to have your own na ils, you 

need to start getting manicures two 

to three months prior. If you plan to 

use tips and acrylic or other types of 

arti ficia l nails, you should get them 

applied four to six weeks prior, so 

your own nail takes shape unde r

neath and you feel com fortab le w ith 

the length and shape and color. 

-----·~·--· -~ ~ -

T h e bride sh o uld discuss and 

know the plans fo r their party's hai r 

as well. If appointments need to be 

made, they sh ould be in adva nce . 

O ne of the newest trends for wed

dings is to give the bridal party fa 

cials, body treatments, pedicures and 

manicures as a gift. At the Jacqueline 

Philip Salon, brides have even catered 

lunch for their attendants. Plus, go

ing to a beauty salon is a great time 

ff fie <:Jinis/2iYIIJ f!auc/2 
Delectable handmade chocolates, presented 

in unusual chocolate containers 
Creative hospitality baskets for your 

out-of-town guests 
Uniquely decorated Sweet 'n Low Envelopes 

'fe ,-(ect for Weddi119s, "Barf "Bat M itzva/2, cS/2owers, Gtc. 

Complete 
Bridal Packages 

Available 
AVAILAB LE 7 D AYS A WEEK, 

OU R SALON O R YOUR HOM E 

PROFESSIONAL M AKE-U P 
ARTIST ON PREM ISES 

CALL FOR OU R BRIDAL PACKAGES 
TO BE MAILED TO YOUR HOME 

SANDY MALDAVIR • (401) 944-1121 

Let us Create the Pe,fect You! 

c(assic 'Invitations &-' Consufting 
'11 personal approach to wedding planning" 

Classic In vitations & Consulting is dedicated 
to makingyour wedding day special. 

We offer a unique and persona l service designed to maxi mize your time. 
Leave your organizing to us. Ca ll for a free consulta tion. 

Joyce Medeiros Leven • 508 -761 -4121 

Yoo.. h"'ve bee\.\ J.."'e°'""'i \.\B o-P ¼1-\is J.."'y yov.."' e"'-ti"'e li~e. wt,..y 
sholAl.A\.\'t t\,\i\.\jS be ex"'c+ly C\S you.. WC\\.\½-- H,,.e""' O\.\ yo'-'v we.J.c:A.i~ 

t:J.°'y? At +-\,,.e Pvovi.J..e\.\ce MO\VYioH-, we pvovi.J..e "' pe YS0\.\0\1 weJ.. J..i~ 

c o\.\S1Alh,1.\.\t- t-o e\.\SlA.Ye y ov.Y veceptio\.\ is pe~ ect "'"J.. o-P-Pev "' 

VC\vi.et-y o-P e\.\terl-"'i"'""'e\.\t p"'d:."'je S. Fov "' sei--H~ H,,."'t is C\S 

YO""""'\.\M.c "'-5 \--\,\e eve\.\t ikel-f, ov.v \.\ € W t-\0\v~v..is S"'llvoo""' is 
"'-CCe\.\t-e J.. wi¼-\.-\ wi\.\.J.owe J.. w"'l\s, via\ wooJ.. s O\\.\.A cvys+"'I 
°'"'"'-J..e lie...-s. Fcv "' rkA\.\\.\i\.\B weJ.. J..i~ ~e "'i-v.vi.~ c o\.\te"'"'fov"'ry 

eleB"'-\.\ce, O'\oose +-1,,.e f\-ovi.J..e \.\ce """'VYiol+. YolA see, we b elieve: 

Pl e "'se c "'l1 l)o"""' l)io ,io 

'" 01,\Y ( O\t-evi"B l)e pO\<W\e \\t

l'ov IMOve J.e t-0\ilS O\t-

(40 I) 272-2400, e><+-. 7'134. 

PROVIDENCE 

.,.\\arnoff. 
One Orms Street 

Providence, RI 02904 

- "I 



l 

- - - - - --- ~ - -------- -- -- - - - - --- - - ----- - - --- -

A /&~ THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD/ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 , 1998 BRIDAL ISSUE 

VERSACE • FERRAGAMO • FENDI • GUCCI • ARMAN! • VALENTINO 

FEATURING BETTER WOMEN'S APPAREL .. FABULOUS FU RS, CAR EE R, CASUAL, ACCESSORIES 

~lwllMIU/~ 
NEW CRUISE AND SPRING WEAR ARRIVING DAILY 

73 00 POS T ROAD, NORTH KI NGSTOWN (1/2 MILE SOUTH OF QU ONSET) 
EASY PARKING • OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY, 10:30-5:30, THURSDAYS TILL 7:00 

TO CONSIGN, CALL 295-7179 
OUR CONSIGNORS ARE PAID UPON SALE OF ITEMS - NO WAITING! 

RALPH LAUREN • CALVIN KLEIN • LOUIS VUITTON • CHANEL • ESCADA 

LIVE AT THE 

REGENCY 
PLAZA 

STUDIO, 1, 2, AN D 3 BED ROOM 
LUX URY APARTM ENTS, FEATU RI NG ... 

24- HOUR OUTDOOR 
CONCEIRGE SERVICE 

~, 
SWIMMING POOL 

CENTRAL AIR, ALL HEALTH CLU B 
UTILITIES INCLUDED 

CONVENIENCE 
EXTRA SPECIAL STORE, HAIR SALON 
CLOSET SPACE AND DRY CLEANING 

OFF ICE SU ITES, SERVICE 

CONFERENCE CENTER COMMUNITY CENTER 

GARAGE PARKING AVAILABLE 

gfaff.toc.fczy /o,, a-/'e,00/1at/0t,,.-.. kc0,;,,.f' c,m/e,,• o/'•M-o1:u(y 
401 -861 -0400 

• • 
1mag1ne • 

As Seen in Hotlines, 
Boston Globe Magazine 

Life of the Party 
"We try to create anxiety- free shopping for 
sportswear and partywear for girls, ages 
9- 14, and their mothers," says Pamela Richlin , 
w ho owns imagine, a cozy shop off Route 
9. She and her sales staff (all mothers of 
gi rl s) found a niche by taking the stress out 
of shopping fo r special occasion clothes . 
"We guide people not only on w hat would befit the 
occasion but on what fits the individual," says Richlin . 
If you can imagine stress-free shopping with your 
preteen, we suggest a visit here before all the wed
dings, graduations, and bar mitzvahs begin. 

. . 
1mag1ne 

• 0 

Anxiety-Free Shopping for Sportswear & Partywear 
Specializing in Girls 7- 16 • Preteen 6--16 • Juniors 

618 Hammond Street, Chestnut /-fill 

(617) 731-1720 
Hours: 'Tues, Wed, Fri 1 I- 5, Thurs I J- 7, Sat 10-6, Sun I- 5 

Plan for the Pe,fect Wedding 

Continued &om Page 13 purchased, my family was standing MAKING A WEDDING LIST 

allthesame, Americansare dedicated at my side in a tiny Sicilian village, Here a re a few he lpfu l h ints to 

list-makers. 

I neve r planned on going to Italy 

and really falling in love, nor did I 

even entertain the thought of getting 

married in the near future . (I imag

ined something in the next six or 

seven years!) But within five months 

from when my husba nd proposed a 

wedding was planned, a dress was 

4,000 miles from w hat was "home' 

and 175 people were seated at little 

round tables, lifting their glasses to

wa rd s us and say ing "Sa lu te e 

fortuna!n . Yes, in only five months, 

w ith hardly any lists, I was happily 

married . 

It can be done, but even so, I would 

still advise using some sort of list. 

The Ultimate In 

ULTIMATE 
~ 
~ 

Estirnates, . 
EE Brochure, . dLy Advice 

for FR tion & frien 

• member 
AV-A america~ r.ental 

M,~J,-lri,. assoc1at1on 

s·te Jnspec 
1 caH528•1175 Andy Gousie 

17 Years of 
Event Planning 

555 Valley St. • Providence 

Hof oro You Iako tho Plungo, 
More andmore, J:akD fhD Plunga. 

Jewish women of all U U U U 
backgrounds are 

starting the publi c 

cele bration of the ir 

marriage w ith a 

private celebration of 

their very own. 

By visiting Rhode 

Js land's new Mikve h. 

N" shei Chesed 

cord ially in vites 

you to learn m ore 

about the traditi on, 

hi sto ry a nd heritage 

surrounding this 

beautifu l and 

profoundly spiritual 

mitzvah. 

___ ='.., 

For f ree information and/or 
a tour call 861-4042 

N'5hHi ChH5Hd 
(formerly 1hc R.I. Mikvch commith:c) 

For 3500 years, Jewish wom.en 
have been visiting the Mikveh. 

Now it's your tum. 

keep in mind w hile planning your 

wedding: 

• Don't wony about how much 

time you do or don't have, 

everything will work out in the 

end! Keep calm, pamper yourself 

every so often and re lax. 

• Listen to your intuition, it's your 

wedding and go w ith what you 

have dreamed of for years. 

• Once you1ve made your 

decisions, stick with them. 

Tw ro Eleven M onths Before: 

• Rese rve a location for the 

ceremony and the reception . 

• Select bride's and groom's 

attendants. 

• Select a caterer if necessary. 

• Pick out a dress (a series of 

6ttings will follow), veil, 

bridesmaid 's dresses, jewelry, 

florist, transportation, musician 

and photographer. 

• Begin to form a guest list, 

organi ze names, addresses and 

phone numbers (use a separate 

blank book). 

• Decide on the color scheme and 

wedding theme o r style. 

''the 
added 
touch'' 

Casual 
Career 
Cocktail 

nil~ t.> . 

® -

and especially 
Mother-of-the-B1ide 
Accessories 
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Four to Five Months Before: 

• Select and order invitations and 

stationery. 

• Register at several local stores in 

the towns of the bride and 

groom. 

• Order all bridal and men's attire. 

• Find out about blood tests and 

marriage license in the state 

where you' ll be married and get 

physical exams at your docto r's. 

• Make plans with a salon for 

hair, make-up and nails and 

make appointments for 

bridesmaids as well. 

• Plan for the honeym oon. 

• Select and order wedding rings 

from jeweler. 

Two to Three M ouths Before: 

• Complete and mail all 

invitations. 

• Complete and finalize all 

plans with the photographer, 

florist, transportation, caterer1 

musicians, etc. 

• Prepare list o f songs and music . 

• O rder wedding cake . 

• Finalize honeymoon plans. 

• Set up rehearsal and rehearsal 

dinner o r luncheon 

• Purchase and/or order gifts for 

wedding attendants (brides

maids, ring bearers, etc.) 

Final J\IIo/1(/, ; 

• Obtain marriage license and 

blood tests. 

• Final fitting for dress, headpiece 

and bridesmaids dresses. 

• Keep a separate record of 

wedding gifts received and 

write and send thank-you notes 

immediately. 

• Purchase guest book, candles, 

goblets, ring pillow, and all 

other accessories. 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 

!.~~~" + 
the Big Difference 

• INTEGRITY 
• DEPENDABILITY 
• REPUTATION 
• SAVINGS 

For your honey,noon 
travel arrangements call 

Group Travel Specialists 

Nationwide 1-800-367-0013 

ffJ:WU=t•X•1 
32 Golf Avenue, Pawtucket, R.I . 02860 
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• Prepare wedding announcements 

for newspapers. 

• Obtain necessary forms for name 

changes if n eeded and send 

change-of-address cards to post 

office and appropriate offices. 

• Prepare clothing for honeymoon. 

• Host rehearsal luncheon or din

ner afte r rehearsal takes place. 

• Practice makeup and hair one last 

time. 

• Give the final total count to ca

terer and/or restaurant and com 

plete a seating chart. 

WE PRESERVE MORE 
THAN MEMORIES 

We request the honor of your BRlDAI, GoWN for our '"Treasure 
Ches!" to clean and preserve il in all its beJ.uty fore'l'er . 

All work done on the premises. Rcstomlfon al.so available. 

BROWN 
TAILORS & CLEANSERS 
A 51-yenr success sto,y/ 1946-1997 

536 MAIN STREET, EAST GREF,NWIOi 884-4933 
Herb & Judy Fogel on lheir spedti/ do]•. V O'TED .•. B EST DRY CLF.ANEH b1• Rbodt! Island .Ho111blJ• 

Mazel Tov! 
<with C ustom S[>ersonafie:ed gnvitations and 

A/_111ouncettte11ts Created to ennance your Simcha! 

Bar & Bae Mitzvahs • Persona lized Skullcaps 
Weddings • Parties • Place Cards .. 

CHe&rew Qur Specia( t1 
Celebrate Your Special Occasion! 

G€1{b€1{ Gl{aphics 
Pl\i nti ng and mol{cuu··· 

8or your bridal 
needs ... 

goddess 
... naturally. 

Ideal for the bride. 

• C u.tom F;u;ng of Br;dal 
P a rty U ndergarments 

Brmelettes, Strapless Brassieres, Low-Back 
Brassieres, Bodysuits, Bodyslips 

• Bridal P eignoirs 

• Evening Slips 

• Swim wear & Lingerie to M eet 
All your T r o u ssca u Needs 

T u cKdny tl1rough Saturday, 10 to 5 

941-5155 • 44 Rolfe Scfu arc, C ra n~lon 

'Y 01-rrr'rave[ .9Lgent, Inc. ~ 
766 JlopeStreet, Provuferu:e, 'RJ 02906 'Wiener'Travel 

'We liave the Perfect Setting 11 

for Sweet Jione.ynwon 'Dreams 

Ca[[ us at 272-6200 

'Briaa[ ~gistry, (jif t Certificates 
Is[ana Cerenumies, Sfiip6oara Weaaings 

A dream-come-true wedding. .. 
Whether grand or intimate, wildly extravagant or on a 
budget, Lord Thompson Manor has a wonde,jul way ef 
bringing romance and individuality to any ceremony. 

The stately elegance ef the Manor House, the serenity ef the 
manicured grounds, and outstanding service provides the 

ultimate setting that ensures a wedding day as perfect 
as any bride could dream of. 

1Lorb ~bompson ;!ffilanor 
Route 100, Tl10111pso11, Comiecticut 06277 • (860) 923 -3886 • Fax (860) 923-9310 

Exit 99, ojf I-395 • Ju.st minutes.from Providwa 

=vlJ Barnsider's 
A . Mile (ff A Quarter 

BANQUET MENU PLANS 
ALL SERVED WITH SOUP ANO A GARDEN SALAD , 

BAKED POTATO OR RICE PILAF 

OPTION 1 • $19, 95* PER PERSON 

Clwice of C l1 ickcn Tcriy.iki, B,1kcd Boston S crod or Pclilc Top Sirloin 
Coffee or Tea!Fn:mc/, Vanilla Ice Cream 

OPTION 2 • $21 ,95 * PER PERSON 

Clwice o/ l Op Sirloin, Baked 1-laclJod.: o r 
GriJ\cd C l1ickcn witb l Om ato Basil Vin,1igrelt c 

Coffee or Tea/Frenc/, \?mil/a l ee Cn?a m 

OPTION 3 • $23 , 95 * PER PERSON 

C/wice o/ Petite Pri111c !~i i, , Ba,keJ Stuff ell Sl1rimp, 
Bakc(I S tuffed S l1 rimp & Sirloin or Bakcll Sca llops f.,! Sirloin 

Coffee or 1'lm/Cl11xolate 1ru/Pe M o usse Cal-e 

OPTION 4 • $25. 95* PER PERSON 

Clwice o/ P1·imc Rib, New Yori.: Sirloin , 
BalwJ Scallops (,i Prime Rib, Fresl1 S.1l.111 011 I lo ll ,rn(laisc or 

Bal~ccl Stuffc1I Sl1rimp (i? Prime Rib 
Co/Jee or 1'i!(I/C/,ocofate Truffle M o u sse Cake 

OPTION 5 • $27, 95 * PER PERSON 

Clroice o/ Luhslcr Casserole(,! Si rl o in , Fi lct j\1i¢nun witl1 Bcrn,1isc S.1ucc, 
G ri\lecl Frcs l1 Swunl(i sl1 or Stc,11~ Au Po ivrc 
Co//e<! or T.m/Clwcolate 7ruffle Mousso? Ca ke 

'TAX ANO GRATU ITY NOT IN CL.UOEO 

375 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE• 401-35 1 - 7300 
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, , 

Zlotta Goldsteitt, bride, Hymatt Schi11dler, groom. Date 

of ,narriage calculated to be around 1895. A grand

daughter, Cl,arlotte Perm, related that 13 cl,ildrerr were 

born of tl,is marriage. Eight children survived, one of 

wltom was ,her motlier, Dora Fittkler. 

First row: Le~ to right: Rose Eiserrberg Goldmatt 

(111otl1er of tire bride), Sylvia Goldmatt Tregar, bride. 

Secorrd row: David Goldwarr (father of tire bride), 

Bentrice Goldmau Tregar, a11d groom, Jack Tregar, 
probably arourrd 1930. 

,, 
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Weddi11g of Lillia11 Felder a11d Sey111011r Glasberg w/1ic/1 took place i11 Co11gregatio11 Ei11 Jacob, 

Bro 11x , New York, 011 February 7, 1948. Best Man, Da11iel G lasberg; maid of /1011or, Esther Felder; 

a 11d 11shers, Philip Glasberg a nd Howard Free111a11. 

Tom Tl,wnb weddiugs, tltis one circa 1900, an 

e11tertainme11t a llowing c/1ildre11 to perform a mock 

wedding cere1110 11y. 11,e childre11 appeari11g i11 the 

picture above are: 1 Alpho11se Lederer, 2 Christi11e 

Ha111b11rger, 3 Lester Selo11ek, 4 David Hiscl,er, 

5 H erbert Marks, 6 Harold Bemkopf, 7 Vivia11 

Dimo11d1 8 Gertrude Robiuson, 9 Dorotlty Steiner, 

10 Reetl,a Ha rt111a11, 11 Milto11 Hoffman, 

12 Irvi11g Colm, 12 1111ide11tified, 14 Sylvia Fis/,. 

From the I 25th anniversary pictorial book of the 

Congregation Sons of Israel and David. 

All Marriages 
Are Mixed 

-~ 
byMikeFi11k 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

{lly first baby had come into my life, and I 

(_/ rt,, _~honed my aunt Lillian in New York to tell her 
about Emily Blirna's birth. My mother's sister 

had lost her only child. Her daughter had died after only a few 

months among us. A photo stood on her parlor desk. But can

cer clauned Lillian before she and my Em ever met. I was told 

she mixed the memmy of her little girl and mine in her last 

dreams. Her husband, my widower uncle Leonard, came to 

visit us, wearing a white summer suit and bearing gifts w rapped 

with pink ribbons. "Lillian told me to come and bring along 

these things," he said and then made a statement and an an

nouncement. "I'm in love and we1re getting married in Sep

tember. We hope you can come w ith Emily Blima." 

My story is about their marriage and the festivities surround

ing it. Lenny married Mae Sydney, w ho grew up in Providence. 

They were wed at the fanciest restaurant atop the highest build

ing in Manhattan, the World Trade Center. They w ere both 

over 70, recently bereaved, and eager to start new lives am ong 

old &iends. Not only did they spare nothing to welcome their 

friends into their happiness, but they even repeated the same 

gala gathering a couple of years later, a mini-golden anniver

sary. 

Life was good to them for as long as they could expect. 

They spent summers travelling to music festivals, and week

ends in Providence visiting Mae1s brothers and sisters, o r en

joying reunions with Mae's daughters and grandchildren, w ho 

accepted Lenny as a new grandpa, a role that brought him 

comfort and joy. 

My last visit to Len stunned me. I was sipping tea at the 

table, while my uncle, who was now suffering &om Parkinson's 

disease, looked at me searchingly. "Do you think it's a coinci

dence, or w hat is happening? I keep getting phone calls &om a 

woman who is remarkably like Lillian. She also came &om 

Rumania, lived in Canada, had sisters and one brother, and 

even shared the identical family last names that changed as 

they m oved &om one country to the next." These hallucina

tions seemed so real to him, I felt that I was in the powerful 

presence of a haunting, a ghost, the intense personality of my 

late aunt come back to check out her realm. 

I'm trying to keep this memoir focussed on the account of a 

cheerful, late, second marriage, glittering with good will and 

cordial courage. The story gets out of hand, but it leaves a 

message written on the kindly w ind. It reminds us that mar

riage means building a bond like a sand castle on the shoreline. 

My uncle was Italian, but both his w ives were Jewish. They 

gave him drive and delight, he added the rich sounds of his 

violin, the hearty, gracious and gentle touch of his earthy ac

ceptance and celebration. 

I take this occasion to celebrate his concept of the nuptial 

union, natural, sociable, cultural, and a little fragile. 

Ali marriages are mixed marriages and late marriages. You 

say your say, sip your chan1pagne, take your bows in tl1e light, 

and then go out when the poor play is over. What we leave in 

our wake is not always a direct or genetic heir, but something 

subtler, deeper but more uncertain. It is a spiritual aura. The 

gift that Lenny brought with its pink ribbons held not just an 

outfit for a newborn, but a blessing, a mitzvah, a tale, a legend. 

He put his hand upon our union as we put ours upon his. Ev
ery wedding w eaves a silken web with a ribbon of sunshine . 

--



COURTESY OF RHODA'S JUDAJCA IN PROVIDENCE 
Mayl,eprm/uu,Jfo,$175. -lizArionatn1. 
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