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Tu B'Shevat ~ The New Year of 1i ees =1■=11=-1 =3
~ -------,::= 

by Dvora Waysman thatis,forcalculatingthereigns B.C.E.-lOC.E.), fori t iswhenthe "I f'\ l'I 1'.' 
Firs t published by WZPS of Israelite kings and determin- sap is said to begin to rise, with Ju st prior to- the Hebrew ing the cycle of ca lendar festi- the full moo-n, in Israel's fruit 

mo-nth of Shevat, the land- vals. tr ees. The Baby lonian and 
scape begins to change in Jerusalem Talmuds also desig-

Israel. It has been winter- the ------------ nate Tu B'Shevat as the date to 
fruit trees bare, their leafless, calculate tithes (taxes) on fruit: 
li ght-grey branches silhouetted "Till this day (the trees) "You shall tithe all the yie ld 
against da rk clouds. Then, as live off the water of of your seed, which comes forth 
Shevat is ushered in, they begi n th fr thi (rom the fie ld yea r by yea r. " 
to bud,and reddish leaflets burst e past year; om ·s (Deuteronomy 14:22) 
forth. The fields that have been day on, they live off From December to mid-Feb-
covered withpalecrocuses, white th t f this " ruary,Israel's fruittreesaredor-
narcissus and cyclamens give e wa er O year. mant. It is wet and co ld and 
way to red anemones, tulips and (Jerusalem Talmud, becauseofthelowtemperatures, 
broom bushes starred with flow- Rosh Hashanah 1,2) the trees cannot absorb the nu-
ers. And theaimond trees burs t ____________ trients from the soil. But from 
into blossom - the first harbin- 15th Shevat: 
gerof spring. Itisa tthis-time that "Ti ll this day (the trees) live 
we celebrate Tu B'Sheva t - the The firs t of Elul is the new off the water of the past year; 
New Year of Trees. year "for tithing cattle." from this day on, they live off the 

The New Year of Trees is The firs t of Tishri is the new wa ter of this year." (Jerusalem 
mentioned in the Mishnah as year for calculating septennia l Ta lmud, Rosh Hashanah 1,2) 
one of the four "natural" new . cycles and SO-year jubilees. Es tablishing the date was 
years. The new yea r fo r trees was important, because it marked 

The first• of Nisan is desig- moved from the firs t of Sheva t the start of the fruit's fo rmation. 
nated as the new yea r "for Jew- to the 15th, according to the Tu B'ShevatisoneofJudaism's 
ish kings and seasona l feas ts".. opinion of Rabbi Hille l (30 popular celebrations that does 

Ben Gurion and Beersheba 
Ben Gurion Uni:versity of the Negev in Beersheba, found ed 

in 1969 and one of Israel's most presti gious centers for higher 
ed uca ti on, is surrounded by the flowers, manicured gardens 
and palm trees o f a mag nifi cent ca mpus. Read more about 
Beersheba in our Getaway section, pages 10, 11 , 12. 

not involve specia l synagogue 
services. It is an enjoyable day 
when it is customary to eat tl,e 
fruitsoflsrael. .. apples, almonds, 
carobs, figs, nuts and pomegran
ates. Many scholars stay up late 
the previous evening, reciting 
Biblical passages dea ling with 
fruitsortheearth's fertility. They 
read from Genesis how trees were 
created along with all the plants 
of the earth; from Levi ticus the 
divine promise of abundance as 
a reward for keeping the com
mandments; and from Ezekiel 
17, the parable of the spreading 
vine - symbolizing the people 
of Israel. 

Kabba lists hold a special 
seder and they celebrate, not so 
much the New Year of Trees, 
but the New Year of the Tree ... 
meaning the Tree of Life, which 
is rich wi th mystical connota
tions. They drink four cups of 
wine, beginning with white 
wine and ending with red,.with 
tlie second and third cup mix
tures tending towards red . It is 
rather li ke how the landscape 
changes from white (the pale 
narcissus and crocus) to red 
(anemones and tulips) as Tu 
B'Shevat approaches. 

Tu B'Shevat is also a day to go 
into the fields and p lant saplings. 
Israeli schoolchildren in the past 
few decades have helped Keren 
Kayemet- the JeWish Nationa l 
Fund to plant 120 million trees, 
many of them on Tu B'Shevat, 
and these evergreens have be
come the backbone of the refor
estation program. 

Tu B'Sheva t affirms the fact 
tha t the soil of Is rael is holy. The 
people and the land have a mys
tic affinity in Judaism, and the 
New Year of Trees reminds us 
annually of the wonder of G-d's 
creation. 

MAKI NG IT OFFICIAL - Abraham Landau recently gave a 
collection of h is personal documents to the UMass Dartmouth 
Library. Pictured are Landau and Judy Farrar, archivist and 
reference librarian of the UMass Dartmouth Libra-ry. 

Pltoto courtesy of UMass Dartmouth 

Holocaust Survivor 
Abraham Landau 
Donates Collection 
to UMass Dartmouth 

Abraham Landau,a longtime 
resident of New Bedford who 
survi ved 14 Nazi concentration 
camps, has given a collection of 
his personal papers and other 
documents to the UMass Dart
mouth Library's Archives and 
Specia l Collections. 

Over the years, Landau has 
given numerous talks to local 
schoolchildren and other groups 
about the Holocaust and his ex
periences in the camps. In mak
ing the gift to the library, Landau 
said that he hopes to be able to 
preserve the record of his expe
riences for undergraduates and 
other researchers stud yi ng the 
period . 

"The survivors of the Holo-
caust aren ' t ge tting any 
·younger," Landau said . "In 10, 
or 20, or 30 years, there will be 
no survivors left who will be 
able to speak for themselves, to 
tell their own stories, about the 
a trocities of the camps, s lave 
labor and the ghettos. We a re 
anxious and eager to leave this 
legacy for future genera tions, 
for s tudents, professors and sci
entis ts." 

The collection includes a rare 

German publication of photo
graphs taken in the Buchenwald 
and Dachau camps immediately 
after their liberation as well as 
other post-war photos and docu
ments. 

Landau has also collected his 
memoirs and correspondence 
including touching letters from 
the hundreds of schoolchildren 
who have hea rd him speak. 

One of the most poignant 
documents is a photograph of 
Landau as a youngster with his 
Polish schoolmates~ the only 
memento of his youth. 

Landau has been interviewed 
for the Steven Spielberg project, 
"Survivors of the Shoah," and 
has given a video copy of the 
interview to the collection, along 
with videotapes of six of his talks 
at local schools. 

Landau 's gift complements 
and extends the library's grow
ing Archives of the Center for 
Jewish Culture, which preserves 
the records of many loca l Jew
ish families. 

For more information, con
ta ct the UMass Dartmouth 
Library's Archives arid Special 
Collections, (508) 999-9282. 

Study Judaism by Phone 
The National Counci l of Synagogue Youth, the youth move

ment of the Orthodox Union, has announced a new way to 
stud y Judaism - by phone. 

An adviser from the New England Region will ca ll each 
week to learn about Judaism over the phone. The participating 
child chooses the topic: shabbat, prayer, a Jewish view on love 
and dating, etc. 

The bes t part is NCSY picks up the cost of the phone ca lls, 
rega rdless of how long they last. 

To sign up, ca ll Rena Loew at (212) 532-8363. 
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INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 
Nature Conservancy Protects 
Land in Little Compton 

Anofher p iece of Rhode 
Island's specia l natural land
scape was saved for the future 
recently when The Nature Con
servancy purchased 29 acres of 
the Livingston Farm in Li ttle 
Compton. The purchase of this 
property, which abuts the 400-
acre Simmons Mill Pond Man
agement Area and is just north 
of Quicksand Pond, one of the 
state's most pristine sa lt ponds, 
was supported by a $72,500 
grant from The Champlin Foun
dations. • 

Narragansett Bay 
Chorus Needs You 

The Narragansett Bay Cho
rus is seeking men of a ll voice 
parts, who like to si ng four-part 
harmony. Open rehearsals on 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at Cran
ston East High School. Stop by 
or ca ll 785-0665. 

The Conservancy is seeking 
fuqds to cover the balance of 
the purchase price. 

The protection of this forest 
habitat is especially important 
to the preservation of Quick
sand Pond as its dense wood
land surrounds Cole Brook, the 
main feeder stream into the 
pond. The pond is a nursery for 
finfish and shellfish and a vital 
feeding and nestingarea,aswell 
as a migratory stopover, for 
wading birds such as the en
dangered Piping Plover. . 

The Nature Conservancy is 
the largest conservation orga
nization in the United States. 
Nationally more than 9 million 
acres of land have been pro
tected. To date, the organiza
tion and its partners have 
helped protect more than 10,000 
acres, home to 40 rare or endan
gered species, in Rhode Island . 

For more information about 
the conservancy, call 331-7110. 

Free Legal Services 
Available at Roger Williams 
Lou.is Feinstein Legal Clinic 

Roger Wi ll iams University School of Law has opened the 
Louis Feinstein Legal Clinic to provide free legal services in the 
a rea of family law to those individuals who meet federal 
guidelines for these free services, and to organizations which 
might no t have access to legal representation. 

Students wi ll provide these free services as a part of their 
participation in the Feinstein Enriching America Program. 

The clinic, established through a $1 million grant from Alan 
Shawn Feinstein, is named in memory of his late father, a 
prominent Boston a ttorney for 50 years. 

For info rmation about these services, contact the clinic at 
· · 276-4880. Its add ress is 150 Washington Street in Providence. 
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Come to Women's 
Winter Sampler 
The YWCA of Greater Rhode 

Island, at 1035 Branch Ave. in 
Providence, is sponsoring an af
ternoon for women featuring: 
health and wellness workshops, 
crafters and artisans, cash and 
carry sales, beauty product dem
onstrations, and employment 
opportunities for women. The 
program will be held on Jan. 26, 
from noon to 3 p.m. The Rhode 
Island feminist chorus will per
form at 1:30 p.m. 

There will be displays and 
demonstrations by: Party Lites, 
The Pampered Chef, AVON, 
Natural Herbal Products, Ellie's 
Baskets, Jafra Cosmetics, Cre
ations by Cathy, Tupperware, 
Second Thoughts Boutique, and 
the YWCA ENCORE, plus 
breast cancer program. 

Tickets are $3. Kids are free. 
TheproceedswillbenefitYWCA 
women's programs. 

Children's 
Eating Problems 

Workshop Planned 
The Nutrition Council of 

Rhode Island is offering a work
shop, Self Esteem & Body Im
age: Eating Problems in Chil
dren & Adolescents, on Jan. 28 
at the Rhode Island Department 
of Health from 2:45 to 5 p.m. 
The speaker will be Jennifer 
Weiner Aspel , Ph.D. , from 
Rhode Island Hospital. 

The workshop is designed for 
teachers, coaches, school nurses, 
and health educators. However, 
all are welcome. The fee is $25, 
$20 for Nutrition Council mem-

• bers. For details, call Bethany 
DiNapoli at 277-1185, ext. 178. 

They'll Dance for 
Heart Research 
More than 200 dancers will 

participate in the 10-year anni
versary Dance for Heart Talent 
Showcase on Feb. 2 at 1 p .m. at 
the Cranston West High School 
auditorium. Proceeds from the 
showcase will benefit the re
search and education programs 
of the American Heart Associa
tion, Rhode Island Affiliate. Ad
mission is $5 per person, chil
dren under 3 are free. 

The event involves dance stu
dents aged 4 through teens from 
seven dance studios through
out Rhode Island. 

The Dance for Heart Talent 
Showcase is a non-competitive 
gala of dance routines in ballet, 
tap, jazz, modern/lyrica l, nov
elty and song and dance done in 
solo, duet, trio or group form. 

Forinformation,ca ll 728-5300., 

New Pathology Chief at RIH and TMH 
Rogers C. Griffith, M.D., has been appointed the new pa

thologis t-in-chief for Rhode Island Hospi tal and The Miriam 
Hospi ta!. He will oversee the consolidation of two departments 
into one unit. He has been acting pathologist-in-chief at The 
Miriam Hospital since 1993. 

SBANE Seeks Nominations 
The Smaller Business Asso

ciation of New England is seek
ing nominations for the 11th 
annual New Englander Awards 
program. 

To be considered, a company 
must show how their innovative 
qualities and performance have 
led to their success. Innovation in 
product or service design, mar
keting strategies, and financing 
vehicles, will all be considered. 

Companies headquartered in 
New England, with fewer than 
500 employees, and in business 
for three years or more, are eli
gible to apply 

SBANEestablished this award 
to further New Englanders' un-

derstanding of the many faces of 
innovation. An appreciation for 
innovation is a critica l element 
for a business climate tha t wants 
to encourage, as well as support, 
new ventures. 

The awards program has rec
ognized 71 breakthrough com
panies throughout New England. 
The ceremony, a traditional high
light of the New England Busi
ness Conference, wi ll be held on 
June 12, at the Burlington 
Marriott, Burlington, Mass. 

Deadline for nominations is 
March 28. For additional infor
mation and nomination appli
cations, call SBANEat(617) 890-
9070, ext. 236. 

Learning Conneption Presents: 
Enter the Zone 

Dr. Barry Sears, author and medical pioneer, will present in
sights from his breakthrough book Enter the Zone on Jan. 30.at 6:30 
p.m. at-the Lincoln School auditorium. 

A question and answer session and book signing will follow the 
lecture. 

. Sears will discuss his eating plan, techniques for achieving 
permanent fat loss, ways to reduce the likelihood of diseases and 
enhance peak performance mentally and emotionally. 

Sears isa pioneer in lipid biotechnology and an authority on the 
hormonal effects of diet. He ho lds 12 U.S. patents. The Zone has 
been on The New York Times best seller list for more than 40 weeks. 

Tickets for Enter the Zone can be purchased in advance for $35 by 
calling Learning Connection at 274-9330 or (800) 432-5520. Tickets 
may also be purchased at the door for $40, on a space available 
basis. General admission seating. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Former Protestant Minister Finds 
and Follows Jew_ish Heritage 

Local Shuls Get Net 
by Emily Torgan 

Jewish Community Reporter 
It used to be that when the 

rabbi laughed, everybody 
laughed. 

organizations. 
At present, the page offers 

candlelighting and davening 
times, information about the 
status of the Providence eruv, 
recent newsletters, records of 
synagogue speeches and ~vents, 
lis tings of youth activities, in
formation about religious prac
tices and more. 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Com mu nity Reporter 

How could Protes tant minis
ter Tonica Marlow, a preacher's 
daughter who was ordained 
herself a t 20, give up all she had 
ever known for a new name, a 
new country and a seeming ly 
new faith? 

On Jan. 15 at the Chai Center 
in Warwick, the Lubavi tcher 
woman who is now Tova 
Mordechai told a huge aud ience 
she had undergone this remark
able metam9rphosis- because 
G-d had given her· a Jewish 
mother and a Jewish sou l. 

Then, she told the sto ry r~ 
counted in her autobiography 
Playing with Fire, which has sold 
thousands of copies. 

"My grand parents were 
Sephardic Jews from Greece," 
she bega n, explaining the roots 
she would later search for. 

Both were ra ised in orphan
ages in Alexandria, Egypt. They 
married and remained Jews 
until her grandmother suffered 
a number of miscarriages. 

" My mother was the eldest 
of IO chi ld ren," Mordechai sa id . 
" For reasons bes t known to 
G-d, each of (the next eight) chi l
dren died very young." 

Only her mother and the 10th 
child, Chaim Samuel, li ved to 
adulthood. 

Her English-speaking gra nd
_mother wpr)<ed a t a mission 
school. 

"They wanted nothing more 
than to convert her," Mordechai 
said . "During her years of stress, 
the principal kept telling her she 
would find peace in Christian
ity." 

Both Mordechai 's g rand
mother and mother converted 
when they were respectively 40 
and 20. 

"My grandfather was a de
votedJew,and he was very sad ," 
she sa id. 

Soon, World War II brought 
British troops into Northern 
Africa, where her Protestant fa
ther met her mother. 

" He fell in love with her, and 
promised he'd send her a ticket 
to England after the war," she 
said. 

Three yea rs later, the ti cket 
arrived. 

"She was 25 when she crossed 
the ocean. When she got to En
gland it was like she took the 
first 25 yea rs of her life and 
locked them away," Mordechai 
remembered. 

On Eng li s h s ho res, her 
mother was bapti zed and her 
parents had a church wedding. 
Her father, who had lost many 
friend s in the war, decided to 
become a Pentecostal minister. 

Mordechai was the last of 
their five children. She was ba p
ti zed Tonica. 

"My mother had wanted to 
give me the Jewish name of 
'Tova,' but my fa ther said she 
had to Anglicize it," she said. 

As Tonica, she grew up in an 
ex tremely religious Christia n 
home. 

"Our lives were totally se
cluded in the church,'' 
Mordechai remembered . "We 
went to church every night of 
the week, twice on Saturdays, 
and three times on Sund ays. We · 

went to Christian schools. We 
were not allowed television or 
anyothersortofmedia. We were 
not allowed any secular read
ing." 

Mordechai does not remem
ber when she learned her mother 
was born Jewish. In a commu
nity wi th no Jews or synagogues, 
she did not understand what 
being Jewish meant. 

Mordechai e njoyed her 
Christian chi ldhood. 

Tonica Marlow 

" My fa ther was known as a 
preaoher, and I respected him 
very much,'' she said. "My big 
dream was to serve G-d." 

As a very sheltered 16-yea r
old , she was the youngest stu
dent to be accepted at a noted 
Christian theological college. 

"The principal there believed 
that unless a person's spirit was 
broke(!, he or she would be ofno 
use to G-d,'' Mordechai said. 
" This was not the norm of 
Christianity." 

Students had to eat a ll the 
food that was given to them, 
even if it was burned or spoiled, 
to help rid themselves of lust for 
food. They had to fast a t least 
one day every week, and some
times for eight days at a time, 
without fluids . Despite much 
hard physica l work, students 
were allowed very little s leep, 
which was seen as a physical 
comfort. 

" I threw myself in with child
ish zea l,'' she said. " I even liked 
it." 

But w hen her older sister told 
her there was an synagogue in 
town where the Jews had ob
served a holiday called Yorn 
Ki ppur, s he experienced a 
strange attack of anxiety and 
despair. 

" I felt a deep feeling of sad
ness, a heaviness that was al
most tangible,'' she said . " I 
thought 'sowhatiftheJewswere 
in synagogue and I was not -
I'm not a Jew."' 

Still, Mordechai felt panic for 
days. 

Weeks later, she decided to 
go see the synagogue for her
self. 

" I looked like a nun in long 
layers of clothes with a head 
sca rf, because it was immodest 

to show the body," she said. 
After a IO-minute visit that 

included an attempt to sit in the 
men's section, Mordechai left 
for school chuckling. 

"I was thinking it was no 
wonder my mother left," she 
said. " It was a dead religion of 
ancient traditions and bond
age." 

Mordechai forgot about Ju
daism, and took vows to stay in 
the church for life when she was 
ordained severa l months later. 

Then the barely observant 
Uncle Chaim Samuel told the 
family he was corning to En
gland on holiday. 

The principal warned 
Mordechai to refuse any offers 
he might make of a trip to Israel. 

" When he saw me behind 
those high wa lls he made many 
offers, but I told him I had given 
my life to G-d," she said. 

Once in Israel, he said he was 
going to put a mezuzah on a 
relative's new home. 

Mordechai asked him whatit 
was, and asked him for one at 
the end of his visit. 

When the 'strange, pretty 
box' arrived 10 days later, she 
asked the principal if she could 
put it up and was surpri sed 
when he said ' no' angri ly. 

Sh~ put the mezuzah in l;\er 
drawer, where it would remain 
for five yea rs. 

" It was by my head, and 
was ina black place," Mordechai 
sa id . " I was surrounded by 
idola try." 

Weeks later, she s trolled by 
the synagogue when the rabbi 
was taking the Torah out, and 
she hea rd him say there was one 
G-d. 

The desire to be with Jews 
and hear that phrase again be-

(Continued on Page 19) 

H. Scott. Shore 
Fin ancial Consultant 

Today, when the rabbi heads 
to his or her computer and en
ters cyberspace, everybody logs 
on. 

Well , perhaps not every 
rabbi,and noteverycongregant. 

But a t least two local Ortho
dox houses of worship, Congre
gation Ahavath Achim in New 
Bedford and Congregation Beth 
Sholom in Providence, now 
have pages on the worldwide 
web. 

"The feedback has been just 
great,'' Rabbi Barry Hartman 
said of Ahavath Achim's 
websi te. "We put .all our syna
gogue activities on it, and any
one who presses a button can 
get updated information. We list 
service times, the places where 
our weekly Talmud classes 
meet, and lots more." 

Hartman's wife, Shosl,ana, 
set the web page up about a year 
ago. 

According to Hartman, the 
internet has made Ahava th 
Achim's services accessible to 
people well outside the region. 

"Congrega nts can see the 
page no matter where they 
travel,'' Hartman sa id. "We get 
e-mail from all over the world . 
A young Jewish lawyer in Aus
tralia contacted me because he 
wanted to learn about Judaism, 
and now I'm helping him." 

More recently, members of 
Congrega tion Beth Sholom cre
ated a web page for their con
gregation. 

" We already feel a lot less 
isolated,' ' said Josh Ravitz, who 
is working on the project. 

According to Ravitz, gradu
ate student Sigal Moise created 
the page with the help of IDS, a 
local internet company that of
fers free web pages to non-profit 

Ravitz and others hope to . 
make additions that will include 
information about loca l Jewish 
resources services and a map of 
the eruv. 

"Synagogue members really 
need to know abou t cand le
lighting and the eruv, and the 
phone can get very busy before 
Shabbat begins. But communi
cating with our members is just 
one part of the project,'' Ravitz 
said . 

"People who are shopping 
for Jewish communities and 
synagogues will now be able to 
check the web for information 
about Beth Sholom as well." 

A quick spin through the 
Orthodox Union's website 
shows the need to modernize to 
attract new members, for the 
internet is revolutionizing 
methods of communication and 
study within the Jewish world. 

Today, internet su rfers 
searchi ng for new communiti es 
andcongregationsmayseepro
files of hundreds across the na
tion instates ra nging from New 
York to Iowa and Indiana. 

Through the internet, users 
may a lso obtain pictures and 
information about congrega
tions in foreign countries from 
Australia to Venezuela. These 
entries may include additional 
local Jewish information, such 
as the addresses of mohels and 
loca tions of kosher butchers. 

One service even provides 
up-to-the-minute pictures of the 
Ko tel and allows users to e-mai I 
prayers that will be deposited 

(Continued on Page 19) 

~ Merrill Lynch 
Private Client Group 

One Citizens Plaza 
Suite 1000 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
-4018638772 
800 528 3619 
FAX 401 831 0455 

All of us in the Jewish community are keenly aware of the special needs 
and challenges in meehng our obligations and goals for our children, our 

. schools, our community, our elderly parents and ourselves. 

Have we saved for weddings and major simchas? 

Have we prepared to support a young couple who wish to build a family 
while continuing either religious or secular education? 

Have we an investment plan to finance our children's Jewish education, 
or are we hoping for the availability of scholarship funds? 

Have we.or our children considered a financial plan to help make living 
in Israel a realistic option? 

Let me work with you to make these decisions a little easier. 
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EDITORIAL 

Conservative Rabbis Say Jewish 
Law Mandates Organ Donation 

by Linda Tishler Levinson 
Connecticut Jewish Ledger 

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. 
()TA)~ When it can save a li fe, 
orga n donation is required by 
Jewish law, accord ing to Rabbi 
Joseph ProuserofCongrega tion 
B' nai Sholom in Newing ton, 
Conn., He did a s tud y on the 
subject for the Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards of 
the Rabbinical Assembly. 

"Organ donation is not sim
ply permissible but manda tory" 
if it can save a life, Prouser sa id , 
stre;sing tha t thi s is the so le case 
for organ dona ti on after dea th. 

"Organ donation is not 
simply permissible 
but mandatory" if it 

can save a life. 
Rabbi Joseph Prouser 

As a result of Prouser's re
sea rch, the Rabbinica l Assem
bly, which represents 1,500Con
serva ti ve rabbis i nterna ti ona ll y, 
is asking its 1.5 million mem
bers to sign donor ca rds agree
ing to give their orga ns and tis
sues when necessa ry to help 
save a li fe. 

With its cong regational a rm, 
the United Synagogue of Con
servative Juda ism, ,the assem
bly has mailed donor ca rds to its 
850 congrega tions in the United 
Sta tes and Ca nada, asking them 
to sign up their members for 
this donor program. 

RHODE ISLAND JEWISH 

HERALD 

Prouser sa id there is a wide
spread misperception that or
ga n dona ti on is prohibi ted un
d er Jewish law, d ue to restric
ti ons agains t physica l di sfigure
ment of a body. Saving a life is, 
in fact, "a religious manda te o f a 
higher order." 

Much of the rabbi 's resea rch 
was done a t the New Britain 
Genera l Hospita l library, where 
he lea rned about the process and 
techniques of orga n dona ti on. 

Through sophis ti ca ted com
puter techniques, a donor can 
be ma tched wi th a recipient 
across thecountry, hesaid . "One 
donor can often save up to fi ve 
or six o r seven individuals." 

Pro user said the success ra te 
of these opera ti ons range from 
70 percent for li ver and lung 
transplants to 90 percent for kid
neys. 

"A grea t d ea l of rabbinic a t
tentro n has been paid to medi 
ca l ethics," Prouser said , and 
there is p recedent fo r approva l 
fo r o rga n do na ti on in passages 
from both the Torah and the 
Talmud. 

He noted tha t in Leviticus it 
s ta tes, "You sha ll not stand id ly 
by the blood of you r neighbor" 
and tha t in Maimonides, it is 
written, "A ll Is rael a re com
manded to take life-sav ing ac
tion." 

While med ica l e thics have 
been studied for a long ti me, 
Prouser sa id, the Rabbinica l 
Assembly's position marked the 
firs t ti me a religious body has 
made such a stro ng s tatement, 
" tha t refusing to save li ves is 
contra ry to our Jewish tradi-

ti on." 
Prouser sa id the reacti on to 

his study has been overwhelm
ing ly positive. He said people 
with whom he has spoken are 
pleased a t the prospect of sav
ing li ves and "pleased that tra
ditiona l Jewish law is so rel
eva nt in the closing yea rs of the 
20 th centu ry. 

"I have not had any nega ti ve 
responsesa tthis point," he said . 
"I beli eve tha t those who react 
nega ti vely will do so with the 
emoti ons," not with a di spas
siona te read ing of Jewish law. 

Rabbi Yitzchok AdlerofBeth 
David Synagogue in WE;St Hart
fo rd agreed . 

"Orthodox Judaism has al
ways supported organ tra ns
planta ti on" if it is done fro m a 
deceased person, and if the life
saving benefit is immedia te, 
Adler sa id . 

But he s tressed that a life 
should never be p rematu rely 
ended, no matter how close to 
dea th, to allow for tra nsplanta
ti on. 

"One donor can often 
save up to five or six or 

seven individuals." 
Rabbi Joseph Prouser 

Medica l research has devel
oped to a point where Jewish 
law has been sa tisfied, Ad ler 
said. 

Adler stressed that the im
provements in medica l technol
ogy make the d ifference. 

"Law doesn' t change. Law 
simply responds to the circum
stance," he said. 

Ebooics, Hebonics 
A grea t fl ap was raised-in the 

United States recently over the 
decision of a school board in 
California to recognize wha t is 
known as "Ebonics" - some
thing variously described as a 
d ia lect or a language used by 
Afri can Americans. The idea o f 
the school board was to legi ti
mize Ebonics so tha t teachers 
would not consider its speakers 
"wro ng" bu t merely speaking 
another tongue, like Spanish. 

We are no t of a mind to enter 

Although we are 
not in servitude, we 

are at great risk. 

into this controversy. Certa inly 
the school board has ta ken 
enough lumps fro m all sides, 
including Africa n America n 
leaders, about thei r decision. 

What we want to address is 
the larger issue of how effecti vely 
the Afri can American population 
has made itsneedsknownwithin 
the genera l popula ti on, to the ex
tent that even extreme measures 
like this a re considered by gov
ernment agencies. 

This week's porti on, Bo, de
scribes Moses and Aaron going 
before Pharao h to declare, "So 
says G-d , the G-d of the He
brews, 'How long , wi ll you 
refuse to humble yo urself be
fore me? Let my people go so 
that they may serve me."' 

Imagine the chutzpa h re
qui red to go before the absolute 
ru ler of a land (th.is was not 
merely a pcesident, but a per
sonageseen asd ivine)a nd make 
such a demand. 

But that was the a ttitude of 
Moses. He had no reason to be 
humbleor suppli ca ting. He was 
pointing ou t what he cclnsid
ered an abso lu te right, and un-

ambiguously te ll ing P harao h 
tha t it had to be recognized . 

It would serve us well to put 
ourselves in thi s frame of mind. 
Although we a re not in servi
tude, we are a t grea t risk. The 
old assimila tionis t a ttitude of 
"Be a Jew a t home but a person 
outsid e" expresses itself even 
more insidiously today, as we 
experi ence the emergence of 
people w ho ca ll themselves 
"cultural Jews," and the actua l 
practice ofour religion becomes 
less and less common. 

Like Moses, i t serves our souls 
better to draw a sharp outline 
and d efine ourselves as what 

· we are. 
This is not exclusionary, nor 

d oes it prevent us from opera t
ing normally among others. But 
it does make us as rea l and de
serving of notice as, say, the Af
ri ca n Ameri can community. 

If you are defined 
as a Jew, by yourself 

and others, part of that 
definition should 

be informed by 
your actions. 

You may respond tha t o thers 
are acutely awa re of who is a 
1ew, but identifying people by 
their last name is not the same 
as identi fying them by the be
liefs they represent. 

If you are defined as a Jew, by 
yourself and others, part of that 
definiti on should be info rmed 
by your actions. Knowing To
rah. Following the mitzvot. Be
ing unafra id, in a public forum, 
to say who you are. 

Submitted by Rabbi Eliezer Levy 
of Cha bad of West Bay CHAI Cen
ter, Warwick. 
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In thi s wee k's porti o n 
Beshalach, we read the song of 
the children of Is rael led by 
Moshe after the splitting of the 
Red Sea, and the specia l song of 
the women _led by Miriam the 
prophetess. 

In the Egyptian exile, it was 
Miriam who relayed the proph
ecy that a redeemer would 
emerge. Even when the leaders 

In a metaphorica l sense, this 
narra ti ve is relevant to ·a ll Jew
ish wo men, those li v ing a t 
present and those whose souls 
a re in the spiritua l rea lms. Con
cerned over the fa te of the Jew
ish people, they anxiously await 
the redemption. 

The anxious anticipation of 
the redemption felt by Miriam 
- and by a ll of the Jewish 
women in Egypt - was paral
leled in its intensity by their 

they took tambou rines with 
them so they could rejoice when 
the time came. 

In the very near future, we 
will celebra te the ultimate re
demption. We can now experi
ence a for~taste of this impend
ing celebration. Although we are 
still in exile, the confidence tha t 
the redemption is a n imminent 
rea lity should inspire us with 
happiness. For the Jewish people of that generation 

could not foresee 
an end to servi
tude and oppres
sion, she spread 
hope and trus t 
among her people. 

TORAHTODA.Y 

have co m
pleted all the 
di v ine se r
v ice neces
sa ry to bring 
the rederµp 
ti on. To bor-Whe n her 

mother wa s 
forced to plaee Moshe, the fu
ture redeemerof the Jews, in the 
Ni le, her father Amram ap
proached Miriam and asked her, 
"What will be the result of your 
prophecy? How will it be ful
filled? 

Miri a m re ma ined a t the 
banks o f the Nile and "stood at 
a dis tance to know what would 
happen to him." Our sages ex
plain that, in addition to her 
concern for her brother's future, 
she was concerned about the 
fa te of her pro phecy. How in
deed wo uld the redemption 
come about? 

exuberant ce lebra tion when, 
afte r the miracles o f the Red 
Sea, that redemption was co n
s umma ted . A ft e r the m en 
joined Moshe in so ng, the 
women broke out in song and 
da nce, giving thanks to G-d 
with a spiritua l rejoici ng whi ch 
surpassed tha t o f the men. 

The Tora h's descrip tion of 
this celebra tion a lso testi fies to 
the deep fa ith inherent in Jew
ish women. The commentari es 
rela te that as the women pre
pared to leave Egypt, they were 
so confident tha t G-d would 
perform mi racles on behalf of 
their people in the desert that 

row an anal
ogy of our sages, the table has 
a lready been set fo r the feas t 
celebra ting the redemption, ev
erything has been served, and 
we are sitting toge ther with 
Moshiach. All that is necessary 
is tha t we open our eyes. 

The experience of such hap
pi ness d em onstrates the 
strength ofour trust in the prom
ise of the redemption, and the 
expression of this fa ith wi ll, in 
turn , has ten its rea liza tion. 
Adapted from a talk of the Rebbe, 
Shabba t Beshalach 5752- 1992. 
S11b111ittcd by Rabbi Yehos/111a 
Laufer of Cha bad House. 



I I 

"This library has a lot of o ld 
friends, but many don' t know 
about The Friends," says the 
President o f the Friends of 
Rochambeau Branch, Caryl Ann 
Miller. 

Once a month, on a Tuesday 
evening, we meet in the base
ment chamber of the little Palla
dian palace of learning on Hope 
Street. We plan the big book 
sa le, the a nnual mee ting with 
its principa l speaker, and lis ten 
to the wish list of the s taff. 

Carole Olshansky ca lls to re
mind me to attend. She kept a 
scrapbook of branch his tory . I 
serve as officia l archivist. TI1ank
yo u notes 'from fans or from 
volunteers for our token gifts 
ga ther in my files. 

Stanley Blitz,a past president, 
often keeps me a few moments 
afterward to (ega le me with the 
latest rou nd of jokes and jests. 

President Caryl Ann Miller 

After a number of yea rs on the 
board, since the term of Joan 
Reeves, who began The Friends, 
the Tuesday ritual has woven 
itself into the fabric of my year, 
the dates marked in my engage
ment calendar. 

Caryl Ann Miller follows the 
agenda with verve and style, 
looking at each trus tee, speak
ing with forceful confidence of 
the value of this thri ving com
munity center and temple of 
culture. 

We make up a colorful crew. 
Joe Pace, longtime member of 
the Provid e nce Art Club, 
sketches the exterior of the build
ing. I urge him to add interior 
intimate detail, like the gentle 
ca rved owls that perch above 
the mantels and the portals. His 
drawingsare printed on the note 
paper sponsored byTheFriends 
and sold as fundraisers. 

We spent some time a t one of 
our sea nces trying to figure ou t 
how best to package 10 or a 
dozen ca rds, in cellophane, rib
bon, box or envelope. They 
turned out lovely ina simple ti e, 
and we so ld I hem to each other, 
handing five dollar bills round 
to Sally Marks, our treasurer. 

My favorite Iopic is the front 
yard, around the stai rs and col
umns under restoralion. We 

Make 
Friends with 
The Friends 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Report 

plan to put in a pair of trees to 
shade the benches and frame 
the entrance. I suggested we ask 
youthful readers to memorize 
and recite poems about trees, 
a nd to write their own verses, 
and make a great occasion of 
the launching, the planting. It 
offers a nos talgic note . The 
board agreed . 

But at the most recent meet
ing, I goofed a bit. The charm of 
our underground rendezvous, 
like a chapter out of Barbara 
Pym's novels, got me going on a 
rampage of reaction. J fought for 
printed books against books on 
tape, and for old, or classic, vid 
eos, against the latest hi!. The job 
of a board is to support, not to 
shape decisions. I backed down. 

It's just that I reca ll the by
gone era of ca rd ca ta logues, of 
signing ' your name and s tep
ping into the world of yester-

Herald p/Joto by Mike Fi11k 

day, out of the hubbub of today. 
Libraries march to a more vig
orous drummer nowadays, and 
President Caryl Ann Miller 
strikes up the band with admi
rable zeal. 

Computer access to other 
branches can work minor 
miracles. After watching a video 
of "The Great Caruso," I won
dered if the author of the book, 
Dorothy Caruso, was Jewish. 
Jackie Cooper, head librarian, 
checked out the branch sy'?tem 
and came up with all her pub
lished pieces. Nobody had read 
her forgotten memoirs in de
cades. They were all mine to 
peruse upon my·pillow. 

I s till don' t know if Mme. 
Caruso had been Jewish before 
she was Episcopalian and then 
Ca tholi c, but I suspect so. Any
way, compute rs aren't a ll bad . 

We fini shed our first session 
of '97 with a birthday cake and 
tea for the head librarian. It had a 
mocha frosting. Rochambeau 
Branch, its Friends and fa ithful 
fol lowers, keep the torch of study 
burning sweetly and cheerfully. 

For children, for youths, for 
adu lts, for new Americans and 
ve tera n Americans, for one and 
a ll, in the best tradition of pub
lic libraries, ,ighton,Caryl Ann 
and crew! 
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FEATURE 
Read All About It! 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 

Karen Dennis teaches the boys 
and gi rls of the religious school at 
Temple Emanu-El, the year just 
before their bar/ bat mitzvah. She 
had this idea, to turn the Torah 
into the daily newspaper and 
have the class wri te interviews 
and features, with headlines, 
based on Bible events. 

She asked me to stop by and 
drop off some ideas from my 
experience herea t the Herald and 
also a t the Journal and elsewhere. 

My boy, Reuben, met me at 
the door. He made me change 
sneakers with him, so we each 
wore one of the other's pair. I 
don't know why. At first he said, 
if I showed up,hewould takeoff. 
He seemed to change his mind 
with a smi le. He escorted me in, 
to a round of polite clapping. 

Karen ca lls on each pupil to 
read the news account o f Jacob, 
Esau, Isaac and Rebecca. Princi
pal Jane Myers took some pic
tures, and so did I. Then we 
designed headlines. We tri ed 
a llitera ti on, humor, shock, and 
forceful verbs. "Brothers Battle!" 
"Siblings Stea l"' Nobody failed 
to come up with something 
pretty sharp and smart. 

Then we chatted about inter
view techniques. "Charles Bakst 
told us to use a tape machine 
when possible," a voice piped 
up. "Well, it's better to train you r 
memory and your instinct for 
storytelling ... and anyway, how 
can you record the patriarchs of 
history, except through your 

imagination?Writeit like a play." 
I summed up what reporting 

is all about. I reminded the class 
that Clark Kent was a Jewish 
invention, the shy boy wi th 
glasses who tries to save the 
world by covering the news and 
waki ng people up to its troubles, 
the writer with a mission, the 
hero of the'30s. Jacob spends his 
life making up for his cri me, 
and rabbis strugg le to bring his 
wrestling to our doors, like the 
daily chronicle. 

· I asked them to twist the tal e 
of the twins into every shape 

story, and give of yourself, the 
deeper you dig the foundation 
of your article. 

I don' t know how much will 
stick, if anything. I put my scarf 
and gloves back on, and my hat, 
saluted goodbye,and then waited 
in the library for the session to 
end. I had to drive Reuben and a 
couple of his cronies home. It 
was my carpool that Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, I left the camera 
with the class, to play at pho
tojournalism . I dedicate thi s 
account to Karen Dennis, to 
the boys and gi rls of her class-

EMANU-EL CLASS in Torah and Superman. 

they could think of. Look at it 
from the point of view of every 
one of the fami ly members. The 
more you s teep yourself in the 

Photo by Reuben fink 

room, to Esau a nd Ja cob, 
Rebecca a nd Isaac, a nd to the 
playful energy and zest of 
Jane' s cu rri cu lum . 

Who Can Make A Tree? 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
Tu B'Shevat may bless the 

s tart of spring there, in our an
cestral holy land, but here in 
Rhode Island, it stays midwin
ter. I think of trees as they, the 
trees, step indoors. I wake to 
take my shirt from my highboy, 
a mahogany haut-bois, tall 
woodland timber, high wood, 
in French. 

Downstairs in my kitchen I 
squeeze Israeli , Florida or Cali
fornia oranges, or drink cider 
pressed from the produce of lo
cal orchards, and s lice bananas 
for my bowl of cereal. 

The snow has settled on my 
rooftops of lumber. The funnies 
I read are printed on pulp. If I 
grab a book from my shelves, 
both the boards and the pages 
and leaves of poetry bring gifts 
from rainforests. Should I take 
the time to gather logs or kin
dling, the hearthflames, too, are 
fruit of sun, earth, and vegetable 
magic. 

Americans used to write, 
read , and learn by heart, verses 
about trees. Our oldest Jewish 
symbol, the menorah, comes 
from even more ancient forms 
of worship. _As I pour the syrup 
from maples, spread the jelly 
from crabapples, or watch the 
Sabbat h ca ndl es in their 
branchlike sticks of brass, sil
ver, or even, yes, wood, I let my 
mind wander over the land
scapes of history, loca l and ex
otic, near and far, now and then. 

Perhaps we climbed down 
from limbs to start our human 
lives, joining the other mam
mals and leaving our angeli c 

bird-neighbors above and be
hind us. 

When my daughter was born, 
we followed the trad ition of 
planting a root in her honor. 
When the birch succumbed to a 
blight, I had the trunk tra ns
formed into model, moved to 
the back garden, and used to 
mount a sculptu re and a 
birdfeeder and serve as center
piece to the flowerbeds. 

Wood outlasts tree, as our 
souls survive our bodies. We de
rive our mysteries out of the gifts 
of the arbor. In spirit- as well as 
flesh, we owe them a debt. 

Bulldozers treat our trees as 
obstacles. Folklore restores their 
wonderful wizardry, their indi
viduality. Lenka Rose, whosur." 
vived Auschwitz, reca lls the 
time among the Carpathians 
when each elegant giant plant 
bore such fabulous treasures, 
that a family would rent the right 

Trees give us fruits and symbols. 

to harvestoneata time. She told 
the fab le to a U.R. I. class which 
I attended during a recent sum
mer. 

On Tu B'Shevat I offer a pa
gan- li ke-1 say thi s with 
whimsy- prayer to the Maker 
of Trees. We might use the date 
a nd the day to think of the sun
shine and the rain, the soil and 
the miracles of growth and even 
decay, and to put our blessing 
upon xylem and phloem, the 
flow of life, now, in January, 
even before the first stirrings of 
springtime. 

Loren Eiseley, the naturalist
poet, wrote a paragraph about 
the force that shapes the Jovel y 
snowflake. "Huge flakes float 
in like white leaves blown from 
some great tree in open space." 
We can never solve the enigma 
of the oak and the elm. We owe 
our planet to the jung le, and our 
faith to its wild patience. 

Herald photo by Mike Fink 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Gesher V'Kesher Brings Families 

Together in 'Family Room' 
Starting Feb. 2, a group of 

families with young chi ldren 
in the Alperin Schechter Day 

School and the Temple Emanu
El Religious School wi ll begin 
an exciting new program. 

The program, known as Fam
ily Room, is being offered by the 
Gesher v'Kesher fami ly educa
tion project. Gesher v'Kesher is 
a cooperative program between 
the school, Temple Emanu-El, 
Temple Shalom and Temple 
Torat Yisrael, made possible by 
a grant from the Continuity 
Commission of the Jewish Fed
eration o f Rhode Is land. 

Gesher v' Kesher was created 
in order to increase and enhance 
Jewish family education pro
gramm ing being offered to 
members of the participatingin
stitutions, and to bring fami lies 

from the communities together 
to lea rn, socia li ze and celebrate. 

"Family Room is an ideal 
program because it accom-

"Family Room is an 
ideal program because 

it accomplishes all 
of our goals." 
Miriam Hyman 

plishes all of our goals," said 
Miriam H yman, Geshe r 
v'Kesher's family educator. 
" In our plans for Fami ly Room 
thi s year a group of fami lies 
with chi ldren in the Temple 
Emanu-El Re li g iou s School 

and at the Alperin Schechter 
Day School will meet at each 
other's houses once a month 
from January through May. At 
the meetings families will 
share a mea l and participate 
in discussions and activities 
suitable for a ll ages, around this 
yea r's theme of "Blessi ngs." 

Family Room hopes to· pro
vide a positive, stimulating en
vironmentin which families will 
get to know one another and 
have the opportunity to delve 
deeply into the topics being 
studied. 

Hyman lea rned about the 
program while attending the 
Whizin Institute this past June. 
"Family Room is a great pro
gram, and I am excited abo ut 
getting to know the families," 
she sa id . 

Major Jerusalem Exhibit of Photographs and 
Literature Currently on Display at Boston College 

"Jerusa lem Pictorial and De
scripti ve: The Holy Ci ty in 19th 
Century Literature" - an ex
tensive exhibition of books and 
photographs by visitors to the 
Holy City-is currentl y on dis
play at the JohnJ . Burns Library 
of Rare Books and Special Col
lecti ons at Boston Col lege. 

The library is located on the 
Chestnut Hill campus at 122 
College Road. 

The exhibit includes two sets 
of David Roberts ' "The Holy 
Land," prints made from the 
photographs of Mendel John 
Diness (the first resident of 

Jerusa lem to study and practice 
photography there), and the 
works of numerous scholars, 
resea rchers, missionaries, ex
plorers, ad venturers, novelis ts, 
artists and clergy who have vis
ited the Holy Land. 

Volumes from the library's 
collection were complemented 
by books and photographs lent 
by Dan Kyram, consul genera l 
of Is rael to New England and 
co-sponsor of the exhibit. 

Kyra m has long co llected 
19th-century photographs and 
s tereographs of Pales_tine and 
Jerusa lem. 

He wrote the introduction 
to the accompanying exhibit 
ca ta logue, in which he traces 
and explains the ex plosive 
growth of 19th-century travel 
lite rature dealing with the 
Holy Land . The ca talogue and 
a n exhibit pos ter are ava ilable 
a t the Bos ton College Book
s tore. 

The exhibit - on di splay 
through March 31 - is open to 
the publi c, free of charge. The 
libra ry's hours are Monda y 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, ca ll (617) 
552-3282. 
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e are currently preparing for our annual Bridal Issue, to be published on February 13, 

1997. This year, as in the past, we are encouraging our advertisers to submit display 
ads, photos and editorial copy for this special issue. 

You may not know that our 1994 Bridal Issue was awarded First Place for an Advertising Supplement 
in the New England Press Association's "Better Newspaper" contest, and that ou r 1995 Bridal Issue 
received Second Place honors in the same contest. These contests have included entries from 200 
small newspapers from New England and the Canadian Mari times. With your participation, 
perhaps we can make this year's another First Place contender. 

Let us know if you are interested in advertising in the Rhode Island Jewish Herald 1997 Bridal Issue, 

We'd be happy to design your ad for you - free of charge. All you pay fo r is the ad space. And 
remember, we welcome any copy or photos you'd like to submit for inclusion in the editorial 
portion of this issue, The deadline for both advertisi ng and editorial is Friday, January 3 1, 1997. 

CA LL DIANA PLORIO AT 724-~200 FOR SPACE RESERVATIONS<f[INFORMATION 

1/4 PAGE 16',v x6"Hj : $100,80 • 112 PAGE 110',1 x7"H I: $1g6,00 • FULL PAGE I IO ',v X 14"HJ: m2.oo 
Second (spot) color ads are available for an additional charge of $25.00 per ad. Full color ads are an 

additional $200 per ad (this includes the 4-color separation). Please reserve your space early, as color pages 
are limited. Any size ad is accepted. Our rate is $5.60 per column inch. A single column is I¼" wide; 
2 columm are 4" wide; 3 columm are 6" wide; 4 columns are 8" wide and 5 columns are JO " wide, 

Benjamin Blackman 
Wins Scholarship 

The Rhode Island Voice of 
DemqcracyScholarshi p Program 
has announced a winner, Ben
ja min K. Blackma n, of 175 
BirkshireDrive, Warwick,a 12th
grader at Tollgate High School. 

Hi s parents a re Richard 
Blackman and Michele Keir. He 
is head of his you th group at 
Temple Sinai. 

On a statewide level, Black
man won a $500 scholarship to 
a co llege of his choice. 

This program is an essay 
scholarship contes t for 10th-, 
11th- and 12th-graders. It is 
sponsored by nationa l head
quarters of the Vetera ns of For
eign Wars of the United Sta tes 

and its Ladies Auxiliary which 
is located in Kansas City, Mo. 
This year ·marks the 50th anni 
versary of the essay contest, and 
the 1997 theme was "Democ
racy-Above and Beyond.'' 

Each state winner is awarded 
a five-day,all-expense-paid trip 
to Washington, D.C, plus the 
opportunity to compete for na
tional sc holarships totaling 
more than $118,000. First-place 
national winner receives a 
$20,000 scholarship. The s tate 
winner wi ll attend the Ameri
ca n Academy of Achievement 
Salute to Excellence Weekend 
and Banquet of Golden Plate 
which is held each June. 

BENJAMIN BLACKMAN receives VFW scholarship. 

Levine to Speak at JCCRI 
On Jan. 28 at noon, the speaker at the Jewish Community Center 

of Rhode Is land 's Brown Bag Club will be Gershon Levine,director 
of the Community Relations Council at the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Is land . 

Levine's topic will be "The Community Leaders Mission to 
Israel: Why We Should Send Non-Jews to Israel." Levine will 
answer any questions. 

The Brown Bag Club meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 
every month and is a friendly adult forum open to all. 

Participan ts are welcome to bring a lunch. The cost is $1 per 
person; beverage and dessert are provided. 

For further information, contact Sue Robbio at 861-8800, ext. 107. 

ORDAINED JEWISH 
CLERGY FOR ALL 

YOUR FAMILY NEEDS 
We educate and officiate 

in any location. 

, Bar/Bat Mitzvah for every child 
including special needs 

• Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

• Weddings 

• Funerals & Unveilings 

FREE CONSULTATION , Babynamings 

TOLL FREE 1-888-4 MITZVAH , Learn to participate in the service 

1-888-464-8982 • Learn to read Hebrew 

• Private tutoring & classes avallable 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Rosovsky to Lecture at the Library 

"A Walk Through the Jerusa
lem Landscape" is the title of 
lecture/ s lide presentation to be 
given by author Ni tza Rosovsky 
a t the Providence Public Library 
on Jan. 27 at noon. 

Rosovsky is the vice presi
dent for Archives for His torical 
Documentation in Bos ton, and 
formerly the curator for Exhib
its at the Semitic Museum a t 
Harvard University. 

Rosovsky's latest publica tion 
is City of Great Kings: Jerusalem 
from David to the Present (pub
li s hed , Harva rd Univ ers ity 
Press, 1996) and ha s a lso 
authored Capt uring the Holy 
Lnnd: M.J. Diness and the Begin
nings of Photography in Jerusalem 

(Cata logue,Harvard University 
Press, 1994) and Jerusalemwalks 
(Second Edition, 1992). 

An eighth-generation sabra 
born and raised in Jerusa lem, 
Rosovsky writes on a rchaeo l
ogy, litera ture, photog raphy, 
and tra vel and has beern pub
lished in the Biblical Archaeology 
Review, Cathedra, History of Pho
tography, The New Republic and 
The New York Times. 

Rosovsky is also the honor
ary chairman of the Jerusa lem 
3000 Committee of the Jewish 
Community Relations Counci l 
of Grea ter Boston. 

The lec ture is free and open 
to the public and is in co llabo
rati on with an exhibition en-

Tu B'Shevat - A New 
Year for Trees 

Submitted by Rabbi Yehosliua 
Laufer of Cliabad 

The 15th day of the Hebrew 
month of Sheva t is also a New 
Year's Day for it is the Rosh 
Hashanah for trees. The day 
marks the begi nning of the sea
son in the land of Israel when 
the trees begin to sprout and are 
judged as to their future. It is a 
time of rejuvenation and blos
soming. 

It is a lso a time for man to 
relearn an important moral les
son. 

"Forman is a treeofthe field," 
the Torah tells us (Deuteronomy 
20:19) and so, like a tree, man 
too must produce fruit. The 
fruits of mankind are Torah and 
good deeds. Just as a tree must 
bear fruit to s tay healthy, so too, 
must man engage in giving to 

others and in furthering good
ness in the world. 

On Tu B'Shevat it is cus tom
ary to eat a lot of fruit. Some 
even have the cus tom ofservir.,g 
15 kinds of fruit, co rresponding 
to the date of the month, and to 
the 15 "So ngs of Eleva ti on 
(Psa lms 120-134). 

The most desirable fruits a re 
specifica lly those fruits fo r which 
the land of Israel is praised , 
namely: olives,dates,grapes, figs, 
pomegrana tes. A new seasonal 
fruit should also be eaten on this 
day for the first time in the yea r 
and the blessing shehechiyonu 
("Who has kept us a li ve and 
brought us to this season") pro
nounced over it, in addition to 
the usual blessing for fruit. Bokser 
(carob) is a fruit traditionally as
sociated with this day. 

Service for Florida Seniors Available 
Family Extensions, Inc., Boca 

Raton, Fla., reminds a ll adult 
children far away from their 
parents, to listen for signs of 
post-holiday blues in their loved 
ones now that the holiday sea
son is over. 

"After the busy holiday sea
son, the quiet month of January 
can be especially lonely for se
nior citizens a lone in South 
Florida," said MaxineJ. Wallach, 
Family Extensions, Inc., presi
dent and found er. 

Family Extensions, Inc., is a 
national se rvice organization 

A.Look f~r our 
camp issue 
next week. 

providing comfort and reassur
ance to senio r citizens in 
Broward, Dade, or Palm Beach 
County, Fla ., whose own chil
dren live too far away to visit on 
a regular basis . Through a line 
of extended family services, the 
company acts as the local eyes, 
ears, and helping hands, offer
ing far away offspring the peace 
of mind of current meaningful 
information regarding the 
senior's physical and household 
status. Family Extensions, lnc.'s 
daily contact and 24-hour non
med ica I emergency service pro
vide both senior citizens and 
their adult children with reas
sura nee that assistance and sup
port a re a lways nearby. 

For further information, call 
(800) 711-4910. 

titled "Jerusalem in Old Maps 
and Views" currently on dis
play in the Barnard Room at 
the Central Library, 225 Wash
ington St. 

The exhibition presents the 
ca rtogra phic hi s tory of the 
ci ty which King David es tab
li shed as hi s capital 3,000 yea rs 
ago. 

Produced by the public af
fairs division of the Israel Min
is try of Foreign Affairs and 
sponsored loca lly by the Con
sula te Genera l of Is rael to New 
England, the exhibition is on 
display until Feb. 7. 

For more information, con
tact the library's public relations 
office a t 455-8090. 

Ten Free Trees 
for Tu B'Shevat 
Ten free flowering trees wil l 

be given each person who joins 
The Nationa l Arbor Day Foun
dation during January 1997. 

The ten trees a re two white 
flowering dogwoods, two flow
eri ng crabapples, two go lden 
rain trees, two Washington haw
thorns, and two American red
buds. 

The trees will be shipped post
paid a t the right time for planting 
between Feb. 1 and May 31 with 
enclosed planting instructions. 
The 6- to 12-inch trees are guar
anteed to grow, or they will be 
replaced free of charge. 

Members a lso receive a sub
scription to the Foundat-ion's bi
monthly publication, /(rbor Day, 
and The Tree Book with informa
tion abou t tree planting and ca re. 

To become a member of the 
foundation and to receive the 
free trees, send a $10 contribu
tion to Ten Free Flowering Trees, 
National Arbor Day Founda
tion, 100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska 
Ci ty, NE68410, by Jan. 31, 1997. 

Pawtucket 
Hadassah Meets 
On Jan. 27, Pawtucket Ha

dassah will hold a regular meet
ing at the Jewish Community 
Center, 401 Elrngrove Ave. , 
Providence, a t 7:30 p.rn. 

The speaker for the evening 
wi ll be Eleanor Horvitz, the li
brarian and archivist of the 
Rhode Island Jewish Historical 
Association. Her topic will be 
"1924 - Pawtucket-Central 
Falls Hadassah is Organized in 
an Active Jewish Population." 

There wi ll be a drawing of 
the raffle to bene fit Youth 
Aliyah. 

DR JOYCE M MARTIN Chiropractic Physician & 
• • Certified Clinical Nutritionist 

Specializing in pain, nutritional weight loss, rehabilitation & holistic wellness 

• Weight Loss • Headache • Rehabilitation 

• Back Pain • Work Injuries • Arm & Leg Pain 

• Neck Pain • Auto Injuries • Homeopathy 

® • Sarne Day New Patient or Emergency Appointment Available 

708 Reservoir Avenue 942 0600 
Cranston, Rhode Island • 

Most Major Insurances Accepted i.e. Medicare, Blue Cross, Healtlimate 2000 
Diplomate American Board of Chiropractic Nutrition 

Board Eligible Certified Chiropractic Rehabilitation Doctor 

NCJW Launches 
Children's Campaign 

The National Counci l of Jew
ish Women recently launched a 
nationwide ad vocacy and edu
cation program, Speak Out for 
Children. 

Building on the orga ni
za tion's more than 100 years in
volvement in children's issues, 
the campaign targets the s ta te 
legislatures and agencies as they 
develop and implement the new 
welfa re law. 

Nan Rich, NCJW's national 
presiden t, explained the 
organization's interest and goa ls 
for the Speak Out fo r Children 
ca mpaign. 

"As the pres ident was sign
ing the welfa re bill into law, 
NCJW joined o ther advocates 
for chi ldren outside the White 
House ga tes protes ting the de
struction of the safe ty net so 
critical to low-income chi ldren 

and their families. 
"Now, we are focusing our 

energy and attention at the state 
_ Jevel to ensurethatstatewelfare 
plans provide the maximum 
assistance and protection for 
children in need . We intend to 
mobili ze our 90,000 volunteers 
across the country to Speak Out 
for Children - educating their 
communitiesaboutthe newlaw, 
building and joining relevan t 
coa litions, a d voca ting, and 
monitoring the impact of wel
fare reform on the low-income 
children and families served by 
our community service pro
jects." 

The firs t phase of this yea r
long campa ig n is advocacy 
aimed a t educa ting s ta te legis
la tors who are currently work
ing on welfare plans which go 
into effect July 19, 1997. 

UAHC Press Publishes Kulanu 
Never before has there been a 

single resource like Kula nu (All of 
Us): A Program for Congrega tions 
Imple111enti11g Gay and Lesbian In 
clusion, the new book published 
by the Union of American He
brew Congregations Press. 

This manual, prepared by the 
UAHC Task Force on Lesbian 
and Gay Inclusion, "is a how-to 
guide with step-by-step ins truc
ti ons on creating prog rams, and 
edu ca ting lay leade rs a nd 
congrega nts," sa id ·Rabbi Juli e 
Spitzer, the task force's staff di
rector. 

" It includes sample sermons 
and other materia ls, resource 
synagogues from around the 
country, and a complete listing 
of resolutions passed by a ll the 
constituent arms of our move-
ment." · 

The task force represents, 
among others, the UAHC, the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion and 
Women of Reform Judaism. 

"Increasingly we're hearing 
from congregational leaders who 
are seeking to be more inclusive 
of gay and lesbian congregants 
and their families butdon't know 
where to start," Spitzer added. 
"Too often we pay lip service to 
the importance of being inclu-

sive but our intentions, however 
good , may only lead to superfi
cial efforts. With the help of this 
manual, interested parties have 
tangi ble guidelines for action. 
Our hope is that what is now 
seen as divisive can ultimately 
unite a community." 

Kulanu is written for lay and 
professional leadership in Re
form congregations. But it isn' t 
intend ed only for the Jewish 
community. " It ca n also be use
ful for churches and other reli
gious organizations," Spitzer 
commented. 

Kulanu costs $12 plus $2.50 
shipping and handling. (Ask 
aboutrnultiplecopyorders.)Send 
checks payable to: UAHC Press, 
838FifthAvenue,NewYork,N.Y. 
10021, ororder toll free by calling 
(888) 489-UAHC (8242). 

'How to Talk to 
Your Doctor' 

There will be a meeting of 
the Temple Sinai Seniors on Jan. 
24 at 11:30 a.rn . 

Dr. Raymond Maxim will 
speak on How to Talk to Your 
Doctor. His tea m includ es a 
nurse and home care worker. 

Bring your lunch. Dessert 
and coffee will be served .Guests 
are invited. 

• First Class Executive Suites 
starting at $300 month 

All Utilities Included • Free Parking 

• Ideal Sales/Service Branch 

• Professional Answering Service 

• Conference Rooms 
• Fax, Copier, Mail Services 

Close to 95/1 95 

ASKABOUTOURHOMEBASED 
BUSINESS SERVICES PACKAGES 

Call 521-3000 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
Your Life Really Becomes About the Theater URI Shows Goldin's Photos 

by Alison Smith 
Herald Ed itor Stephen Berenson will be play

ing "Jack" as in "Jack and the 
Beanstalk" when "Into the 

Woods" opens at Trinity on Jan. 
24. 

When he first got the script, he 
wasn' t sure how the character 
would emerge, but "we' re find
ing out all kinds of new thi ngs 
about his character," as Berenson 
gets deeper and deeper into the 
role. "This is his journey from 
innocence to manhood." 

It sounds sort of solemn and 
profou nd, put tha t way, but 
when Berenson ta lks aboutJack, 
you begi n to see a protected boy, 
a boy whose bes t friend isa cow, 
a boy who li ves wi th his mother, 
suddenly thrown into a situa
tion fu ll of the u nknown and the 
subtly dangerous. 

Jack becomes someone you 
ca re about, listening to Berenson 
talk over the p hone. By Jan. 24, 
he will be someone the aud ience 
ca res about very much. 

Berenson'sfamily wasConser
va tive .. . he was raised in a kosher 
home. But it's very hard to be 
strictly observant and on the stage. 
He says, "I pray every day. I pray 
every night. But holidays ... it's 
difficult. And it's not jus t the Jew
ish religious e lement. I'm sure 
there are plenty of people in my 
company who'd like to go to 
church Sunday mornings, but 
there may be rehearsa ls ca lled for 
10 a.m. on Sunday." 

He adds, "Your life rea lly be
comes about the thea ter." 

In addition toacting,-Berenson 
teaches and directs. His teaching 
load varies, depending on how 
much time he has to devote to 
rehearsa l or performance. One 
month itmay averageout to fo ur 
or fo ur and a half hours a week. 
Sometimes it may reach 15 hours 
a week. 

I asked him which of the three 
activities was most sa tisfying to 
him.Hecouldn' t say. "Each of the 

various disciplines - they all 
work together. It's wonderful to 
watch the students grow, and 
you learn from them. Everything 
in teaching is about the student. 

"Then as an actor, you are 
completely Narcissis tic. .. every
thing is about you . You lea rn 

Stephen Berenson 

more about yourself. 
"And as a di rector, you dea l 

with ac tors and you teach and 
you lea rn. I enjoy whatever I' m 
doing a t the moment." 

Speaking of performing, he 
said, "If you' re no t completely 
crazy, you can work out what's 
happening in your life on the 
stage . You are rea lly havi ng an 
emotional experience,and that's 
whatmakesagrea t actor. You' re 
li ving it - not pretending. It 
can be very therapeuti c." He 
mentioned experienci ng some 
of that catharsis in a recent pro
duction when a dea th in his 
immediate family was still fresh 
in his mind . Playing tha t part 
was good for him, and hi s re
cent loss became a significant 
part of his performance, and 
added to his character's impact 
on the audience. 

When Berenson was 7, his 
mother took him to see "Sound 
of Music." That was a pivota l 
experience fo r him. From then 
on, he knew he was headed for 

I ~©I DINING GUIDE I 

T) alentine 's ©ay Special 
Two Cups of Soup of Season or Chowder , 

Both Get Unlimited Visits to Our Salad Bar 

Choice of Three Entrees 

Top Sirloin, Baked Stuffed Shrimp 
or Baked Scallops 

(a. Two Strawberry Parfaits 

~,.A Tott's Sparkling W ine 

'4IIIIIIIIJ $49.95/couple 

(withoutwine) $39.95/couple 

Barnsider's 

Mtle 0 
a Qgrler 

375 South Main Street, Providence • (401) 351 -7300 

the thea ter. 
. He recalls the experi ence viv

idly. "On the way into the the
a ter, my mother had to explain 
to me what a nun was. On the 
wayout,she had toexplain what 
a Nazi was." 

When the time came to decide 
on higher education, he made a 
dea l wi th his parents. His father 
said, "You should apply to every 
great acti ng school in the coun
try. If you get in, we' ll pay for 
youreduca tion. If not, you should 
try something else." 

He was accepted everywhere 
he a pp lied , excep t Julli a rd , 
which asked him to come back 
in a nother year. He was the 
youngest freshman in his class 
of 62 at Ca rnegie Mellon. 

His aunt, on his mother'sside, 
was an opera singer, and on his 
father's side, there were sever a I 
vaudeville performers, so the 
geneti c materia l was certa inly 
there for Berenson. 

The Photography Ga llery of 
the University of Rhode Island 
inaugurates its wi nter calendar 
with works by highly regarded 
contemporary p ho tographer 
Nan Goldin. 

Goldin's mid-career retro
spective, tellingly en ti tled, "I' ll 
Be Your Mirror" after the Nico 
a nd Velvet Underground song 
of the 1960s, recently closed a t 
the prestigious Whi tney Mu
seum of American Art in New 
York. 

Gold in' s pho tographs are 
s triking s tatements in their color 
(they a re bri ght cibachrome) 
which acts as a vehicle to em
phasize even further their in
tensely personally charged sub
ject matter. 

In a recent interview with 
Bos ton-based cura tor Timothy 
McElreavy for Art New E11gland, 
Goldin asserted, "For me [the 
work] has to cOine from rea l 
obsession, real passion and de
sire." 

People permanently close to 
the artist a re Goldin's subjects 

of obsession, passion and de, 
sire. With this approach her cam
era is a tool of astonishing inti
macy - never media ting, never 
posing, a lways defea ting any 
sense of documentary dis tance. 

Of her oeuvre, a well-known 
portion of which is entitled, ''The 
Ballad of Sexual Dependence," 
Goldin has been said to "chronicle 
her generation." But this charac
teriza tion does not account for 
the wlique honesty wi th which 
she manages to do so. 

Gold in does no t transmute, 
interpret, or judge her subjects 
(or herself) ,as they are portrayed 
instaggeringly difficul trelation
ships or situa tions. Ins tead , she 
is the compassionate mirror, re
fl ecting the humanity of her sub
jects' lives, of wllich she is a 
seamlessly involved part. 

The Goldi n exhibition con
tinues throug h March 1. The 
exhibi tion at URI may not be 
sui table for some aud iences. 

All progra ms of the Fine Arts 
Center Ga lleries a re open to the 
public wi thout charge. 

He loves working wi th Trin
ity. "In New York, there is an 
eno rmous pressure on each in
d ividua l. You must make the 
criti cs and the audience noti ce 
YOU! But at Trini ty, you ca n 
work toward the good of the 
play." Perfo rmances area group 
or team presentation. 

'The Iron and the Star' on View 

Actingrequiresacertainamount 
of self-discipline. ''You have to 
make sure that your voice is in 
good shape at 8 p.m. (when the 
curtain goes up.)" And for many 
actors, not only the voice, but the 
energy must be safeguarded dur
ing the day. They must pace them
selves so they can give of their 
best in the evening. 

When the curtain goes up on 
"Into the Woods," Berenson will 
be ready to give of his best. (Par
ticularl y during a really grea t 
song he has in the firstact. Watch 
fo r it.) 

Yeshiva Uni versity Museum 
will present "The Iron and the 
Star: The Jewish Presence in 
Brescia During the Renaissance" 
through Jan. 31. 

The Jewish community of 
Brescia, a town loca ted in the 
Alps in easternLombard y,da tes 
back to the Roman Empire. Dur
ing the Renaissance, it u nder
went cons id erable d evelop
ment, as did other Ita lian com
munities. This exhibition ex
plores the Jewish presence in 
Brescia and its economic influ
ence on Brescian society, focus
ing on artis try, prin ti ng, and 
metallurgy. 

"The Iron and the Star" is a 

traveling exhibition tha t has 
been presented in Jerusalem and 
venues throughout Italy since 
1993. This is its only scheduled 
showing in the United States. 

The exhibition was curated 
by Father Franco Bontempi. 
Bontempi, a journalist, lives in 
Ono San Pie tro and is the 
found er and president of the St. 
Alexander Circle of Brescia , 
where he gives courses in Jew
ish culture and the economic 
history of Italian cities. 

Yeshiva University Museum 
is loca ted a t 2520 Amsterdam 
Ave., New York City. For more 
information, ca ll the museum at 
(212) 960-5390. 

Free Wednesdays 
at the Museum 
Admission to the New Bed

ford Whaling Museumis free on 
Wednesday afternoon from 1 to 
5 p.m. for the rest of this month, 
February and March thanks to 
the generosity of Bancroft Oi l, 
Cardoza's, Polaroid Corpora
tion, Titleist/ Foot-Joy World
wide, Reynolds-Dewalt Printing, 
Inc., WNBH/ WCTKand the Old 
Dartmouth Historical Society. 

Oliver Sacks to Read 
From His Work on Feb. 5 

All chi ldren under 14 must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

The museum is open dai ly 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. It's located 
at 18 Johnny Cake Hi ll, New 
Bedford . 

Oliver Sacks will read from 
his newest book, The Island of the 
Colorblind, 8 p.m., Feb. 5, in room 
101 of the Salomon Center for 
Teaching at Brown Universi ty. 
A book signing will follow. 

Neurologist, anthropologis t 
and best-selling au thor (Awaken
ings and The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife fora Hal),Sackstravels to 
Micronesia in his la test explora
tion of the landscape of the mind. 
On the island of Pingelap, Sacks 
studies the tota l co ngenita l 

Specia li z i"'9 i"' 
CA0 1.,,u,•me t (Ai~ B ask e t s 

Breakfast or Pastry Trays for 
Business Meetings ~ We Deliver 

colorblindness (achromatopsia) 
that afflicts a sizable communi ty. 
Setting up a clinic, Sacks listens 
to these afflicted islanders de
scribetheircolorless world in rich 
terms of pattern and tone, lumi
nescence and shadow. 

Interwoven into these stori es 
is Sacks' own narrative about 
island life, a lifelong passion for 
botany, and hi s vision of the 
complexities of being human. 
This event is free and open to 
the public. 

Mrs. Prindable's Hand-Dipped Chocolate Apples 
KOSHER GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE 

We use all certified Kosher products for a beau tiful and unusual g ift basket 
WE SHIP AND D ELIVER 

We are located in Vinny's Antique Center, 380 Fall Ri ver Ave., Seekonk, MA, 
next to the Grist Mill Restaurant. 

Open 9- 5, Fridays till 9, Sunday and Holidays 12-5 
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'Every Night It's Different' 
by Alison Smith 

Herald Editor When " Into The Woods" 
opens atTrin'ity'on Jan. 24, 
Barbara Orson will be 

there, as she has for more than 
100 productions. She is a found
ing member of the repertory 
company - was there during 
a ll the meetings about starling a 
new company, and helped 
launch the first shows in 1964. 

But,shesays, "Every time you 

Barbara Orson 

sta rt something new, it's as if 
you've never done anything be
fore . And tha t's the most impor
tant thing, to an actor. Tha t basic 
insecurity, still - that's a gi ft ." 

Orson continu ed , "Every 
night it's different. Eve~y night, 
there' s a new audience." 

She was only 3 or 4, a daugh
ter of immigrants on the lower 
EastSideofNewYorkCity, when 
her sister took her to the Univer
siiySettlement House, where the
atre was part of the program. "I 
grew up attracted to the theater. 
I wenttotheAll City Radio Work
shop in Brooklyn, got a scholar
ship after that to attend the New 
School, and went from there into 
soubrette ro les with a Gilbert and 
Sullivan company. 

"I just happened to be able to 
sing. So I had the experience of 
working witlr'a company. We 

Seeking New 
Directors 

The Community Players are 
currently accepting resumes and 
submission ideas for one act 
plays from anyone interested in 
directing who has not previ
ously directed for The Commu
nity Players. 

Three submissions will be 
chosen to be included in a One 
Act Play Night affording an 
opportunity for interested di
rectors to be considered for di
rection of full-length plays and/ 
or musicals in the future. 

The Community Players 
present four ful I-l ength prod uc
lions a year, from ovember 
through June, at Jenks Junior 
I lighSchool,acrossfromMcCoy 
Stadium in Pawtucket. 

All submissions, including a 
resume and play ideas, should 
be sent to: Lee l lakeem, c/ o The 
Community Players,31 Felsmere 
Avenue, Pawtucket, RJ 02861. 

l·or further information, ca ll 
724-7735. 

toured. I did that, and other 
roles, for five yea rs. But by then 
I had met my husband, who 
was in medical school, and when 
he interned in Philadelphia, I 
went there, and we had three 
chi ldren ... including twins." 

The family moved to Provi
dence in 1959/ 1960. 

She ' sa id she didn't usually 
mention theGilbertand Sullivan 
experience because many 
people in the theater "have an 

a ttitude about Gilbert 
and Su lli van. They 
think people who do 
tha t can' t do anything 
else." 

I suggested that at 
this point in her long 
and successfu l career, 
she wou ldn't worry 
too muchaboutsome
one else's attitude to
ward Gilbert and 
Sul livan, but she 
wasn't buying that at 
a ll. "I worry about it 
still. An actor is a vety 
vu lnerable indi
vidual." 

Orson is a member 
of Temple Beth-El in 
Providence. Being an 
act ress who works 
steadi ly makes itdiffi-
cult to be completely 
observant, but she 
tri es to go to Hi gh 

Holy Days. 
She refused to pick one scene 

or moment of "Into The Woods" 
that was special for her, but she 
said, "I love Sondheim! And I 
lo ve working with Oskar 
Eustis." I got the impression she 
was still "getting into" the play 
and her role, and preferred not 
to single ou t any specia l mo
ment, jus t yet. Maybe la ter. 

H er two daughters ha ve 
grown up to be professional 
musicians, and her son is a law
yer. Her voice rang with pride 
when she talked about her chil
dren. And the subject of chi l
dren brought to mind Project 
Discovery, in the schools, which 
she says is, "the most important 
thing Trinity does." 

I asked whatshemightsay to 
an aspiring actor. She-came right 
back at me with, "Work with 
good people." Classes and train
ing are fine, but nothing beats 
getting up there and perfecting 
the performance of a play with a 
fine company of actors. "The 
important thing is to keep at it, 
and to keep studyi ng." 

She spoke of bringing to her 
performances what she had 
learned and experienced outside 
the theater. "You bring that life 
experience to what you're do
ing," she said. "You translate." 

Also, in Orson's case cer
tainly, you bring dedication, 
energy, talent and a deep and 
abiding love of the theater. 

IN CHEPACHET SINCE 1929 

Fine Dining in a Relaxed 
Country Atmosphere I YOUR HOSTS, 

THE LAVOIE'S 

Chepachet Village, R.I . 
(401) 568-7161 

ATTHE JUNCTION OF 
_ RTES. 44, 100, 102 

School Was Never Like This 
Sesame Street Live presents "Let's Play School" featuring Oscar_ the Grouch, B_ert & Er~lie, 

Grover, Prairie Dawn, Elmo, Cookie Monster, Grundgetta and Big Btrd, at the Providence Ctvtc 
Center on Feb. 20 to 23. Tickets are avai lable now. Call 331-0700. 

Architectural 
Portraits at 

Library 
Lois Wright, Cranston resi

dent, is exhibiting her architec
tural portraits and pen and ink 
drawings at the Cranston Pub
li c Library, 140 Sockanosset 
Cross Road , through Jan. 31 in 
the Rear Gallery. 

She has previously exhibi ted 
at the Wickford Art Gallery and 
the Designs for Living Ga llery 
in Crans ton. 

Wright has included a num
ber of lighthouse studies and 
historica l landmark drawings. 
She has s tudied at the Com
munity Co llege of Rhod e ls
land and is currently a free
la nce a rti s t. 

The exhibit is free. 

See Six Plays and 
the Superbowl, 

Too! 
"Blink," Perishable Theatre's 

annual festiva l of IO-minute 
plays by local playwrights, has 
changed its performance time 
for Jan. 26 (Superbowl Sunday) 
to 2 p.m. (the game sta rts at 6 
p.m.). The dates and times for 
a ll shows are now as follows: 
Jan . 23 to 25 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 26 
at2 p.m.And remember, "Blink" 
presents full productions of six 
short plays for only $5! 

Six plays for $5! Perishable 
asks, "Is there a better theater 
bargai nanywhereon the planet?" 

Coffee 
Exchange 
Roasting Coffee Daily 

wh1ilc h:(ln coffee.-, • p;btm:s 

c)prn-;,;1 • c.ippuccmo 

M:iil Order/ Gift B011:c~ 

Amcnc;in Ro;i~c • Full Ci ty R1,1~1 

V11:nn,1 R11a\ t • hprcw,1 Ro,1~t 

F1 ,:nch Rn,l'll 

Swis\ Wnt~·r Pn.lCl')' L:krnb 

Fl.m11l,J G1tll'l' 

207 W1dt' nJ,:n Scrn :l 
PnwiJl•nc,: , RI 0190) 

401-27 1 11 98 

Ori:,micCoff~.._.,. 

Ccld-.:, 
K,,ln, ,1 

Col11mb1,Hl 

Gu,11cm,,l,m 

Kcn1·,1AA 

l,,kx1C, 1n 

l,,loch,1 

M ,utMI 

falm!f11.1n 

Sum,1tm 

T,,nt, 1111 ,ltl 

Co,1,11l1c. 111 

l,,l ,Kl1,1 J,11•,1 

11,ta·lmn 

C 11111 .1tm •11 

\1,111111 ,1 

J 

Ballet Company 
Hosts Auditions 
Rhode Is land's Ballet Thea tre 

will hold juried auditions a t 1 
p.m. on Jan. 26. Auditions for 
the company will be held at7610 
Post Road in North Kingstown. 
There is a $10 audition fee. 

Ballet dancers, ages 9 through 
adu lt, are invited to audition fo r 
both West Bay and East Bay loca
tions. The company hosts both a 
junior and senior division and 
hascompanyclassesandrehears
als on both sides of the bay (North 
Kingstown and Tiverton) for t~e 
convenience of its members. 

The company is under the 
ar ti s tic direction of Nancy 
McAuliffe, who is a lso the 
Rhode Island rehearsa l mistress 
for the Moscow State Ballet. 

Further information rega rd
ing the aud ition can be obtained 
by ca lling 294-9279. 

,_, 

Auditions 
for 'Baby' 

The Community Players wi ll 
hold auditions for the high-spir
i ted, life -affirmi ng musical 
"Baby" on Jan. 27 and 28 at 7 
p.m.atJenksJuniorHighSchool, 
Division Street, Pawtucket. 

Director Brian Mulvey is look
ing for three principal couples
ages early 20s, 25 to 35 and over 
40- and a chorus of 10 adu lts. All 
ro les are open. If possible, 
auditioners should bring a pre
pared musica l selection and be 
ready to move. For further infor
mation call 781-6637. 

On Your Toes 
On Jan. 26 at 12:30 p .m., the 

Sta te Ballet of Rhode Island 
holds its annual auditions a t the 
Brae Crest School of Ballet, in 
Lincoln at 52Sherman Ave. Call 
334-2560. 

R . ./fot/8 /s/1111tl Dl11!11g Cor;,orate 

fundra;sers "Tire Ocei:m State cw/ Nearblj /(ates 
Massac/r/.{setts' roremost Di111ng C//.{b" 

BUY ONE DiNNER GET ONE DINNER FREE Reg.•30 NOW s17 
655 Mo/11 Street, .811/te .204, blst l:jree11wiclt, RI 0.2818 

Tel. (401) 886-7000 • Fax (401) 886-7017 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9-4:30 

WALK-IN • FAX OR PHONE ORDERS 
;;,.,, / , 

Our regular 11111ffi11s are 
111ade with soybean oil, 
(No Butter) a11d Egg 
Whites ( No Yo lks), 
n,11.1 we choose fro111 
over 350 varieties of 
11111ffi11s. 

;;, /'/ 'I 

SPECIAL OFFERS - All Month Long 
Buy 3 Large Muffins 

Get One Free 
or 

1535 POST ROAD 
WARWICK 

lfotmcrly Whalky'~ Ph.arm.icy) 
3 block~ No. of Ann & Hope 

• 
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~ GETAWAY 
Once A Camel Market, Negev Capital Now 
Center of Commerce, Learning and Tourism 
W hen tourism to Israel be

gan in earnest in the early 
1960s, the town of Beer

sheba (in Hebrew, "Be'er 
Sheva"), was not much more 
than a pit-s top en route to Eilat 
or the Dead Sea, notable mostly 
for its colorful and frenetic 
Thursday morning Bedouin' 
camel market. 

Arguably more than four mil
lennia old , Beersheba is men
tioned early in the Old Testa
ment as the si te in the Promised 
Land where Abraham and Isaac 
settled - and jus t fo ur miles to 
the northeast of today's city, the 
excava tions a t the Tel Beersheba 
(the Beersheba "archeologica l 
mound") revea l civili za ti on here 
stretching back to the dawn of 
time. 

Conside red the ca pita l o f 
Israel's southern Negev Desert, 
Beersheba first reached a leve l 
of modern-d ay importance in 
the 1880s when it beca me the 
Ottoman Turks' center of ad
mini s tra tion for the region's 
Bedouin tribes. 

In 1917, it was the firs t city in 
the land of Israel conquered by 
the British (to this day visitors 
came to the tranquil and beauti
full y manicured British War 
Cemetery - last res ting place 
of the hundreds of British, Aus
tralian and New Zealand so l
di ers who died during the battle 
for Beersheba) . 

has an excellent archeological 
collection and desert-re la ted 
exhibits . Abraham's Well is here 
too-traditional site of the pact 
s worn b y Abraha m and 
Abimelech, a local noble, al
though archeologists now be
lieve that Abra ham's settlement 
was mostLikelya tTel Beersheba. 

The new city is dynamic and 
bus tling, with a centra l shop
ping mall and ped estriani zed 
precinct. There a re excellent res
tau ra nts in Beersheba, reca lling 
the gas t ro no m ic r ichness 
bro ught by immigra nts from 
more than 70 countries. 

Every Thursday morning, on 
thecity'ssou thern outskirts, the 
Bedouin Market is still a huge 
and colorful a ttracti on fo r visi
tors - complete with camels, 
sheep and goa ts - where loca l 
Bedouin trade a ll mannerof p ro
duce, li vestock, too ls - as well 
as a ttracti ve arts and crafts. 

one of Israel's most magnificent 
natural wonders. 

To the west of Beersheba, 
Hazerim Air Base is ho.me to 
Israel 's Air Force Museum, a 
mus t for tra veling families, 
where children can clamber in 
and around jet fi ghters. And to 
Beersheba's east is Arad, a city 
which, beca use of its height 
above sea-level and ultra-dry 
air, has become a center for res
piratory cures, and the scenic, 
winding descent to the Dead 
Sea, the lowest point on earth. 

Perhaps no thing is more em
blemati c of Beersheba's new
fo und pro minence than the 
bra nd new Be'er Sheva Hilton 
Ho te l. The symbolism of the 
ho tel chai n noted fo r crea ting a 
s ta nda rd of America n-s ty le 
luxury in fa r off places is surely 
not lost on travelers - nor on 
Israelis. 

When you go: Beersheba is 
easily reached from both Jerusa
lem and Tel Aviv,approxi mately 
one hour and 40 minutes d ri ve 
from each. There is talk of Israel's 
third international ai rport being 
constructed near Beersheba, but 
fo r now, Israel's Ben Gurion In· 
ternational Airport is just a 90-
rninute dri ve distant. For further 
informatio n on vis iting 
Beersheba, and Israel in general, 
call the Israel Tourism lnfoCenter 
toll free at (800) 7-ISRAEL. 

THE COLORS, SOUNDS and aromas of every Thursday's 
Bedouin Market attract residents and visitors to the city of 
Beersheba, capital of Israel's Negev Desert. 

In 1948, Beersheba became 
part of the fledgling Sta te of Is
rael, and very quic!<ly, the old 
town built by the Turks began 
to expand as Israel absorbed 
more than a million immigrants 
in ·1ess than four years. 

Undoubtedly one of the most 
impo rta nt co ntributi ons to 
Beersheba's growing promi 
nence is the city's much and 
jus tl y vaunted Ben Gurion Uni
versity of the Negev, an institu
ti on which has literally placed 
this desert city on the world 's 
intellectua l map . Founded in 
1969 and named in honor o f 
David Ben Gurion, Is rael's firs t 
prime minis ter, who ferventl y 
believed Israel's des tiny was to 
"make the desert bloom," it has 
a large and magnificently land
scaped campus quite close to 
downtown. It is the only Is raeli 
ins titution to offer courses in 
the humanities, sciences, engi
neering and medicine. 

Celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut in Israel . 

Beersheba's population is 
now approaching 200,000, mak
ing it Israel's fourth-largest me
tropolis (after Tel Aviv and its 
e n vi rons, Jerusa lem and 
Haifa) .. . acityoflightand heavy 
industry, commerce and higher 
learning. 

There is still an aura of quaint
ness and frontier charm about 
the old town - laid out by the 
Turks' German engineers at the 
turn of the century - for 
Beersheba is, in some ways, the 
last outpost before Israel's vast 
desert region begins. 

The Beersheba Museum is in 
the old town: once a mosque, it 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 

!.~p~:,,❖ 
the Big Difference 

• INTEGRITY 
• DEPENDABILITY 
• REPUTATION 
· S AVINGS 

For Business Trips & 
Vacation Travel 

Group Travel Specia li sts 

Nationwide 1-800-367-0013 

ffJ:§cttt•X•1 
32 Goll Avonuo, Pawtucket, R.I. 02860 

Key to the Desert 

Beersheba is the jumping-off 
point for touring Israel's Negev 
Desert. Not fa r sou th is Sde 
Boqer, the desert kibbutz to 
which David Gurionmoved and 
where he is buried , with its fas
cinating field school, and the 
nearby Nabatean city of Avdat, 
as well as the icy AvdatCanyon. 

A half-hour further south is 
Mi tzpe Ramon, a bustling desert 
town from which travelers can 
take a wide variety of desert 
excursions, and the vast, mete
orite-fashioned Ramon Crater, 
whose red-hued crags and 
mighty cliffs form what is surely 

Premier Jewish Singles is of
fering a tour of Israel from May 
6 to 15, for Israel Independence 
Day. A full Israeli buffet break
fast (dairy) is included daily, 
plus a picnic lunch and three 
dinners. Extensions to Jordan 
(Petra and Amm'an) and / or to 
Eilat on the Red Sea coast may 
be arranged. 

Itinerary 

May 6 - Depart from New 
York, with overnight in the air. 

May 7 - Arrive at Ben 
Gurion International Airport, 
transfer to the Blueweiss Hotel 
in Netanya for dinner and over
night. Balance of the day at lei
sure. The town square is close 

judy's studio ltd. 
F~ We~~ Cle~ 

CRUISE WEAR HAS ARRIVED! 
WINTER SALE STILL IN PROGRESS UP TO 50% OFF 
6SO 0~ A-, C~, Rf• (401) 146-3!>22 

11-T-W-F 1:30-S:30, Tt..,,,,. 1:30-g, Sa 1:30-4, S-12-S 

1111tke J.) t e £1t.sier ! 
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 

FROM 

PROVIDENCE. AND VICINITY 
to T.F. Green: $20.00 or Logan: $60.00 

CALL BETH SCHUYLER 751 - 1853 

by. 
May 8 - A morning tour of 

Tel Aviv-Jaffa includes the Art
ists' Quarter, old port area, 
Di:Zengoff Street and the House 
of the Diaspora on the Tel Aviv 
University Campus. Afternoon 
at leisure in Netanya - the 
beach, maybe? 

May 9- Leave Netanya and 
tour along the coast to Caesarea 
to see the Roman and Crusader 

Enjoy fireworks and 
dancing at night to 
celebrate the eve of 
Independence Day. 

ruins, then to Haifa for a pan
orama from the top of Mt. 
Carmel, around the bay to Acre 
with its underground Crusader 
Museum, before ending the day 
in Tiberiason the Sea of Galilee. 
Shabbat dinner and overnight 
at Jordan River Hotel. 

May 10 - A day at leisure in 
Tiberias. 

May 11 - Visit the ancient 
synagogue at Capernaum be
fore ascending to the Golan 
Heights to see the pre-1967 Syr
ian bunkers. Cross the foothills 
of Mt. Hermon before reaching 
the Lebanese border and visit 
the "Good Fence" crossing. En
joy a jeep ride in the Galilee. 
Drive to Safed in the hills and 
visit the ancient town with its 
small synagogues and artis ts' 
quarter. Return to Tiberi as for 
d inner and overnight. Enjoy fire
works and dancing at night to 
celebrate the eve of Indepen
dence Day (Yorn Ha 'alzmaut) . 

May 12 - Visit an airforce 
base somewhere in the north of 
Israel before visiting Megiddo 
(Biblical Armegeddon) with its 
tel and water-tunnel. Enjoy a 
picnic for lunch and then drive 
to the Jordan Valley and spend 
a short time in Jericho before 
climbing the hills through the 
Judean Desert to reach Jerusa
lem. 'Renaissance Hotel. 

May 13-Tour the Old City 
of Jerusalem with the Jewish 
Quarter, Western Wa ll , 
Herodian Quai:ter, burned 
house, Roman Road (Cardo) 
and the Temple Mount. 

May 14 - Tour the new 
city of Jerusalem with Hadas
sah Hospital (perhaps plant a 
tree here?), Yad Vashem -
the mem orial to the H a lo-

. caust, the Israel Museum with 
the Shrine of the Book hous
ing the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
the Holyland Hotel ' s model . 
of Jerusalem as it stood some 
2,000 years ago. See the Knes
set (Parliament) and the other 
major government buildings. 

May 15 - Drive to the low
est point on the surface of the 
earth - the Dead Sea. Ascend 
Masada by cable car and see 
Herod 's pa laces, ba th-houses, 
water-cisterns before descend
ing and visiting the spa at Ein 
Gedi. Here there is time to floa t 
in the Dead Sea. Re turn to 
Jerusalem via Qumran- where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls were found 
in caves. Enjoy a fa rewell din
ner before transferring to the 
airport. 

May 16 - Arrive in New 
York early in the morning. 

For more information about 
any of Premier's trips, ca ll (314) 
994-9600. 
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Why Not Get Away to South County? 
There's a wt Going 

On Down South 
Through February - A 

"TeddyB~arsPicnic," anahnua l 
display of antique and contem
porary teddy bears gathered for 
a holiday party, will be held from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesdays 
througn Sundays at the Fantas
tic Umbrella Factory, 4820 Old 
Post Road, Charles town (364-
6616)". 

Through Feb ruary 
Yawgoo Valley ski programs for 
a ll ages and levels will go on for 
fiveweeksatYawgoo Valley Ski 
Area and Water Park, off Roule 
2, Exeter (294-3802). 

Through Feb.17 - URI Fine 
Arts exhibit: daily 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m., new paintings by Robert 
Dilworth,CorridorGallery, URI 
Fine Arts Center, Kings ton (874-
2775). 

Through Feb. 21 - South 
County Center for the Arts ex
hibit: Wed. to Fri. 10 to 2, Sat. J to 
5. Alicia Atkinson Waterston, a 
retrospective exhibi tof her paint-

is land census at Samuel 
Peckham's, on Block Island. For 
information, call 466-2982. 

Feb. 5-Westerly ArtsNight: 
5 to 8 p.m., the first Wednesday 
of every month, when many of 
the art studios and galleries are 
open to the public including the 
Hoxie Gallery at the Westerly 
Public Library, Woody's Cafe, 
Artist Co-op, Classic Framers & 
Lowell Rieland. At t.he Hoxie, 
students of Russel Neagle, (Feb. 
5 to 28); at Arti sts' Coop: Winter 
Themes (Feb. l lo 22) . Westerly, 
(596-2877). 

Feb. 8 to March 8 - Hera 
Gallery exhibit: Tues. to Fri . 
noon to 3 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 
p .m . Children's and Young 
Adults' exhibition. Storytelling 
and party for children Feb. 8 at 
10 a.m., 327 Main St., Wakefield 
(789-1488). 

Feb. 9 - 4th Annual 
Firefighters Race: Rhode Is land 
firefighters compete against 
each other in a Fun race, com
plete with fire-gear and hoses! 

All-Media Show and Sale, Part 
1 (A-H). One entry per member, 
judged, ribbons awarded. Reg
istration on Feb. 12 and 13, 36 
Beach St., Wickford (294-6840). 

Feb. 15 - Mid-winter East
ern Surfing Association cham
pionships: 9:30 a.m. (on call), 
Narragansett Town Beach, 
Ocean Road ,Na rragansett (789-
1954). 

Feb. 16 - UR! Artist Series 
- "A Box of Suites," 3 p.m., 
performance by Donald Rankin, 
pianist, with Ronald Lee direct
ing. Fine Arts Center Recital 
Hall , URJ, Route 138, Kings ton 
(874-243T). 

Feb. 17 -Animal Tracks: 11 
a.m. WPWA naturalis t Denise 
Burgess will show children and 
adults how to look for signs of 
wildlife at the Ben Utter Trail on 
Presidents day. Meet in the 
Arcadia Management Parking 
Area on the north side of Route 

. 165, Exeter. Call Wood
Pawcatuck Watershed Associa
tion to register (539-9017). 

Feb. 18 to 20 - Children's 
Vacation Series at the Museum 
of Primitive Art and Culture: 
American Power Conversion's 
Vacation Program Series for 
Chi ldren includes activities to 
entice your chi ld into learning 
about the past. Ca ll the museum 
for details (783-5711), 1058 
Kingstown Road, Peace Dale. 

Feb. 21 to March 24 - UR! 
FineArtsexhibit:9a.m. to9p.m., 
Computer Prints by Sheri Wills, 
Corridor Gallery, UR! Fine Arts 
Center, Kingston (874-2775). 

SURE, THE BEACHES are beautiful, but there's more to South 
County than sun, sand and surf. Plroto by Alison Smith 

Feb. 22 _:__ Specia l Winter 
Olympic Games at Yawgoo Val
ley: The winter games of the 
Special Olympics will be held at 
Yawgoo Valley Ski Area, off 
Route 2, Exeter (294-3802). 

Feb. 23 - URI Concert Se
ries: 3 p.m. Performance by the 
URI Wind Ensemble and Per
cussion Ensemble, with Gene 
Pollart and Ronald Stabile di
recting. Fine Arts Center Recital 
Hall, UR!, Route 138, Kingston 
(874-2431). 

ings. 3501 Kingstown Road, Route 
138, Kingston (782-1018). 

Through March 8-URI.Fine 
ArtsGalleryexhibit:Tues. to Fri . 
12 to 4 and 7:30 to 9:30, Sat. 1 to 
4. "Al Loving in the Nineties: 
the collaged works." A special 
exhibition featuring the exciting 
newwallworksofthisseasoned, 
Detroit-born,African-American 
abstract artist. A public conver
sa tion with Loving is planned 
for Jan. 28, 4:30 p .m., Fine Arts 
Center, Room A207. URI, 
Kingston (874-2775). 

Jan. 23 to March 1 - URI 
Fine Arts exhibit: Tues. to Fri
day, 12 to 4, Sat. 1 to 4'. "Nan 
Goldin." Examples of the arrest
ing documentary photography 
by a leading American photog
rapher. Goldin's work domi
nated the 1996 Whitney Museum 
of American Art's biennial exhi
bition, and that museum wil l 
present a . retrospective of her 
work this coming year. URI 
Photography Gallery, Fine 
Arts Center, Kingston (874-
2775). 

Jan. 31 to Feb. 12 -
Wickford Art Association 
galleryexhibit:Tues. to Sat. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sun. noon 
to 3 p.m. Member photog
raphy show and sa le. One 
entry per member, judged, 
ribbons awarded, 36 Beach 
St., Wickford (294-6840) . 

Feb. 2 - Ground I log 
Day party: winter party and 

Yawgoo Valley Ski · Area, off 
Route 2, Exeter (294-3802). 

Feb.11- UR! Concerto Con
cert: 7:30 p.m., featuring the URI 
Symphony Orches tra and Solo
ists, Ann Danis directing. Fine 
Arts Center Recital Hall, Route 
138, Kingston (874-2343). 

Feb. 13 to 15 and 19 to 22 -
URJTheJtre- 'The Mousetrap," 
8 p .m ., written by Agatha 
Christie, performed by the UR! 
theater department. Call for tick
ets and info (874-5843), Fine Arts 
Center, UR!Route 138,Kingston. 

Feb. 13 to March 1 -South 
County Art Association exhibit: 
Wed. toSun.1 to4p.m.,ArtFrom 
the Workshops, South County 
Art Association Helme House 
Gallery, 2587 Kingstown Road, 
(Route 138), Kingston (783-2195). 

Feb. 14 to 26- Wickford Art 
Association Ga llery exhibit : 
Tues. to Sat. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Sun. noon to 3 p.m. Member 

Feb. 27 to 28 and March 1 -
URI Theatre, "Lizzie Borden in 
the Late Afternoon," Feb. 27 and 
28, 8 p .m.; March 1, 2 p.m. Writ
ten by Cather MacCullum, 
based on a short story by Robert 
Henson. Call for tickets and info 
(874-5843), Fine Arts Center, 
URI, Route 138, Kingston. 

Feb. 28 to March 13 -
Wickford Art Associa tion Ga l
lery exhibit: Tues. to Sa t. 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Sun. noon to 3 p.m. 
Member All-Media Show and 
Sale, Part 2 (1-Z). One entry per 
member, judged, ribbons 
awarded . Registration on 
Feb. 26 and 27, 36 Beach St., 
Wickford (294-6840). 

(Ed. note: And after that 
-spring!) 

NATIONAL 
AUTO 

TRANSPORTERS, Inc. 
Ship Your Car For Ae Little Ae 

$:325.00 Coa5t to Coa5t 
TRUCK AND DRIVEWAY 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

We Deliver Anywhere 
"One Call - Doe0 It All" 

(508) 761-9044 - ASK FOR BOB 
1077 Washington St.. (Rt. 1) South Attleboro, MA 02703 

(on Rt. 1, 100 yards from Pawtucket. RI) 

GETAWAY k 
Dig-Study-Tour 

Programs Available 
Adventure-minded travelers 

will have the opportunity to un
earth ancient antiquities and 
journey to historic sites across 
the Middle East as participants 
in the 1997 programs offered 
through the Is rael Archaeologi
ca l Society. 

Destinations for this year's 
programs, which range in length 
from one to six weeks, include 
archaeological digs in Jerusa
lem and Amman, and explora
tions throughout Israel , Syria, 
Jordan and Egypt, as well as a 
three-day luxury cruise down 
the Ni le River. 

Flexible program schedu les 
between June 20 and Aug. 1, 
offer travelers their choice of 
departure dates and itinera ries. 
No prior archaeological experi 
ence is necessa ry. 

"We have assembled an itin
erary for 1997 that combines ar
chaeological excavationsatsi tes 
of great hi storical significance 
in Jerusalem and Amman with 
jour~eys that immerse us in the 
many wonders of the Bronze, 
Roman, Semitic and Christian 
eras," said Arthur D. Greenberg, 
executive director of the Israel 
Archaeological Society. 

"This is a trip of great con
trasts. In Israel, for example, we'll 
walk in the steps of King David ... 
and in Egypt we will see the 

Pharaoh'ssphinxand pyramids." 
The society wi ll take part 

in archaeological excavations 
under the auspi-ces of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority and the 
Jordanian department of antiq
uities. 

Professional staff archaeolo
gists and scholars from Israel 
and the United States will be 
avai lable to provide instruction 
and extrapola te relevant finds. 

Academic credits are avail
able through Hebrew Univer
sity in Jerusa lem. 

Society participants in the ex
cavations will dig early in the 
day, leaving afternoons and eve
nings available for relaxation, 
sightseeing and cultural pur
suits in Jerusalem and Amman. 

The society carefully instructs 
the participants on how to travel 
lightly and easily through the 
Middle East, in good health. 

Prices for the 1997 summer 
program range from $1,095 to 
$4,875, plus round-trip air fare 
for the one- to six-week pro
grams. Accommodations are in 
comfortable hotel rooms, wi th 
private bath, ground transpor
tation and most meals included. 

Full itineraries and informa
tion can be obtained by contact
ing the Israel Archaeological 
Society at (800) 477-2358 or by 
faxing requests to (310) 476-6259. 

Beersheba is Phenomenal 
by Dorothy Ann Wiener 

Wiener Travel 
Beersheba, the Negev's capi

tal, is a growing industria l city. 
The Negev accounts for half of 
Israel's territory. 

When I was there in 1965, it 
was mostly barren but beauti
ful. They had very little rain, 
and water was piped in. In the 
northwest were pttle ranches 
and wheat fields, and they ex
tracted valuable minerals and 
chemicals from the Dead Sea. 
Eilat is not far from a Red Sea 
port. 

The growth of Beersheba is 

phenomenal. The new town 
flourished and today Beersheba 
has a greatpopulationand great 
industries. Beersheba does not 
brag about its industries. They 
like to keep their secrets. 

I believe that many Russians 
who settled in Israel, moved to 
Beersheba. They have a great 
university and educa tion is 
thriving. 

What I like very much, an 
idea we can use in the U.S.A. is 
how they dealt with heat. They 
built shades on many streets so 
that one·is comfortable walking 
around and shopping. 

Great Prices for February School Vacations 
;JjJ1II Airlines Low Priced ~ 

You Can't Afford ·to Stay Home 
P.S. El Al has good prices for Israel 

CALL DOROTHY TODAY - 272-6200 

'\v. Dorothy Ann 766 Hope Street, P.O. Box 6845 

1 ner Providence, Rhode Island 02940 e 1401 I 272-6200 

"YOUR TRAVEL AGENT, INC." FAX (401) 751-4940 

. Re.t(<'/' th1111 .,,,er wii11erp11rkng<'s! 
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_,-st"· :;,e;~';/Jl,l• ii)i,1;,;. wi,11:.,. 1mlly 1.>?i,1 11p.1 
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~ GETAWAY 
'For Auld Lang Syne - See Scotland' 

by Alison'Smith 
Herald Editor 

One nice thing about travel
ing to Scotland - they speak 
the language. It may take a little 
verbal sashaying to get ·some 
ideas across, a nd in some parts 
of Scotland the road :,igns are in 
Gaelic, but on the whole, when 
I asked, "Where is the ladies' 
room?" someone knew w hich 
way to point. 

Unfortunately, the Scots have 
never mastered dri ving on the 
right side of the road. Or d ri v
ing slowly. Or taking wea ther 
into account when driving. But 
they have mas tered covering 
miles and miles o f territory 
on single lane roads with
out giving each other the 
finger, o r swea ring 
a nd sho uting, or run
ning head-o n into 
each other. It is all 
accompli shed by the 
creation of "lay-bys 
-small aprons on the 
roadside w here a driver 
who sees another ca r ap
proaching miles away ca n 
turn in and wait for the oncom
ing vehicle to pass. Lay-bys are 
a lso nice places to s top and catch 
your breath for a moment, or 
admire a view - but you must 
not s tay in one very long ... it 
will be needed by the nex t 
driver. 

• I don' t think this business o f 
driving on the left side of the 
road should prevent an Ameri
can from renting a ca r and hav
ing a go at it him/ herself. All 
you need is a series of good 
maps, and an intrepid compan
ion who will whisper, urgentl y 
but gently, "Left ... left ... " as you 
approach a rotary traffi c circle, 
or an intersection. 

The Scots are a hospitable 
group,and unders tand that they 
must cut Americans some s lack 
on the road. The last time I was 
in Scotland, I drove for three 
weeks in cities and across moors 
a nd mountains, through vi llages 
a nd a long the shores of lochs, 
and never once had anyone 
swear at me (a t least so I could 
hear) or shake a fist at me, or 
blow their hornatme. l returned 
the rental car to Avis intact. I did 
perfect the classic Italian ges
ture of s lapping the side of my 
head with one hand to indicate 

Urquhart Castle on Loch Ness, 
where the "monster" makes 
most of his appearances in the 
loch's blue velvet water. 

Photo by Alison Smitl, 

that I knew I'd 11)ade an awfu l 
fool of myself ... it would not be 
necessary for the driver behind 
me to point that out. 

When we were planning the 
trip, we decided to rent a house 
in Plockton, a very specia l vil
lage in the Highlands, not too 
far from the harbor at Kyle of 
Lochalsh where the ferry to Skye 

and the outer is lands 
comes iri. 

A real, working "sti le," beside a country· 
road in Plockton keeps cattle in but lets 
people through, one at a time. 

The. hou se was 
ca lled Craiganderach. 
It was located on a 
brae-a hillside, from 
which we could see 
the rounded tops of 
o ld , old mountains 
miles away, from the 
front, and dark woods 
and reddish grasses 
from the back. Deer 
-tiny horned deer
browsed through the 
grass ea rly and late, 
and a pony wandered 
up the front-lawn now 
and then, and ac 
cepted C heer ios 
through the front win
dow, when they were 
offered. The house Photo by Alison Smith 

Instant 
Gratification. 

Passport photos $8.95 

The Camera Werks 

764 Hope Street Providence, RI 02906 
273-LENS 

had a modern bathroom, a 
washing machine, three bed
rooms, a living room, a dining 
room,a nicely fitted kitchen,and 
a fireplace. 

Many prefer the cozy inti
macy of Band B travel, and we 
have included a package deal, 
below, worked ou t for us by 
Michele of Liberty Travel. To 
rent a cottage con tact the Scot
ti sh Tourist Board. 

Drying clothes on the lines in 
back proved to be a bit of a 
gamble. You can have 35 differ
ent kinds of weather in one day, 
in Scotland. Some items, like my 
jeans, were hung out, brought 

in, hung out and brought in 
again probably half a 

dozen times before they 
were truly dry. 

I heartily recom
mend thi s type of 
housing for those 
who like to go to bed 
late or very early, or 

for those who wish to 
munch on something or 

go for a wa lk la te in the 
evening. The place is a ll 

yours. And eati ng costs less, a 
lot less, and may be more fun if 
you have your own kitchen and 
do your food shopping at the 
local market. 

The weathered stones of Callanish on the Isle of Lewis are as 
mysterious and imposing as those at Ston~henge. 

It was the firs t time I'd run 
into milk in waxed containers, 
piled up on the store floor wi th 
no refrigeration. The milk had 
been processed so it did not re
quire cold to stay fresh. I be
cameacquainted with peppered 
mackerel and native smoked 
sa lmon and lo ts of different 
canned and boxed goods, such 
as cereals and soups. 

I discovered that the 
commonly so ld teas in 
Scotland are more 
mellow and flavorful 
and less tannic, than 
the teas - even the 
best of them - in 
thi s country, so now 
our fri ends in Scotland 
a lways include boxes of 
supermarket tea whenever 
they send us a pacJ<age. 

Vegetables and fruits were 
not plentiful, or particular! y fine, 
in sma ll highland shops, but that 
was to be expected in a loca tion 
where every thing that isn't 
grown loca lly has to be trucked 
in once a week. 

Why did we pick Sco tland? 
Well , our roots go back to 

Scotland , only two or three gen
era ti ons ago. 

And one of our daughters 
went back to Scotland for her 
university ed ucation. 

And one by one, two by two, 
branches of the fam ily heard the 
ca ll to return. Not to stay. We 
a re all Ameri cans now, and 
s trangers in wha t was once our 
own land. Bui even if no one in 
your ancestry came from Scot-

land, it makes a fine destina
tion. 

The lowlands are gentle, and 
pastoral , and serene. Rolling 
hills and moors a re set with lakes 
and rivers. Cities are quite safe, 

Hidden by banks of roses and 
rhododendrons , a cottage 
nestles beside the sea, on the 
Isle of Sky. Sheep are every
where in the Highlands. 

Photo by Alison Smith 

even in the evening. The people 
a re ready to believe the best 
about you, which makes a nice 
change from some other coun
tries in Europe we could men
tion. 

Scots a ll seem to know some
one, or be related to someone, in 
America, so Americans are co n
sidered second cousins, once re
moved by the At lantic Ocean. 

The high lands are indcscrib-

A 1997 package for June 21-July 11 includes: 
• Round-trip airfare from Boston on British Airways 
• 18 nigh ts accommodations in Bed & Breakfasts throughout 

Scotla nd 
• Automatic shift, midsize rental car from Hertz 
• Breakfast daily 
• Taxes and services 

Total $2,099.00 per person. 
Boston 6/21 departs 5:05 p.m. arrives 7:lO a.m. 

Glasgow 7 / ll departs 10:30 a.m. arrives 2:50 p.m. 
Conversion ra te $1 .67 to the pound 

Provided by Liberty Trave l - 421-8400 

Pl1oto by Alison Smith 

able. At one point most of the 
land was cleared for the conve
nience of the sheep and the rich 
landowners to whom they be
longed, so in many areas the 
mountains are sweeping giants 
clothed only in heather, broom, 
ferns and grass. 

Tree planting, when it is 
done by the government, 

tends to create a regi
mented look which, 
we hope will pass, 
with time. 

You ca n see for 
mi les in the clear air, 
unless it's raining, 

which won' t last, and 
only the presence of a 

little square white dot (ac-
tua 11 y a two-s tory farm 

house) at the foot of a far-off 
hillside, gives yo u an idea of 
how high that hill rea lly is. 

Waterfalls flash likestrandsof 
si lver rain down the braes, and 
sheep-likeflocksoftinyQ-tips, 
wander where they will, includ
ing across the road . Sheep have 
therightofway-and when you 
meet a flock in the road, you 
muststopand letthemsortlhem
selves out in the next field . 

When the nights are cool, the 
smellofpeatsmoke lingersalong 
the low roads. When the days are 
warm and bright, you'll see Scots 
cuttingdark brown bricks of peat 
from peal moss bogs, and stack
ing them into neat piles to dry for 
the following winter. 

A bright red telephone booth 
will probably be si tuated near 
the center of the village, under a 
tree perhaps. Most of the small 
houses will be whitewashed , 
and many wi ll have African vio
lets blooming riotously in the 
windows, or roses billowing all 
over the front yard. 

The ferries are all big, tough, 
and seaworthy. Anything dain ty 
wouldn' t make it through its first 
Scottish winier. 11,e general rule 
is lo arrive earl y for your ferry, 
and pull right into line. 

(Cont I nucd on Page 20) 



ASDS Girls' Basketball Team 
Wins Its Season Opener 

Others who got on the score
board included: Vicky Brons
hteyn (2),Jessica Fain (2), Limor 
Nevel (2), Sandy Schneider (2) 
and Erica Teverow (4). 

Other team members par
ticipating in thi s first game 
victory included: Shirl y Bar
On, Sanda Budinsky, Pam 
Carro ll , Arie lle Wachtenheim, 
Amanda Witman and Masha 
Zayas. 

Their next game, third of the 
season, will beat Lincoln School 
on Jan. 27 a l 3:30 p.m. 

BCC Offers Non-Credit Courses 
Bristol Community College's 

non-creditcoursescover a whole 
range of topics. The college offers 
a rts and crafts courses to develop 
new hobbies or enhance your 
interests. Some of the non-credit 
courses sti ll ava ilable include: 

• Calligraphy I, a beginner 
course tha t will he lp train yo ur 
eye and hand to work with any 
typeofletteri ng. It includes prac
tice with ita lic writi ng. This 10-
week course begi ns on Feb. 3. 

• Introduction to Acting will 
cover basic acting skill s, includ
ingcharacterdevelopment, mo
tivation and objectives, scene 
work, comedy improvisation, 
and much more. The fina l pre
sentation wi ll be open to fami ly 
and friends, and will include 
bo th improvised and scripted 
scenes. This 10-week course be
gins Feb. 6. 

• Printmaking will introduce 
you to techniques of intaglio and 
relief printmaking. Materials 
needed before the beginning of 

Rhode Island Bar 
Seeks Scholarship 

Applicants 
Planning to attend law 

school? The Rhode Island Bar 
Foundation is seeking applica
tions for its Thomas F. Black, Jr. 
Memoria l Scholarship. 

The bar foundation will 
award a scholarship 0f $3,500 
to a Rhode Island residen t who 
will enroll as a firs t-year s tu
dent in an American Bar Asso
ciation-accredited law school 
for the academic year begin
ning September 1997. The 
scholarship is for the fir s t yea r 
of law school only, and non
renewable. 

It is awarded on the basis of 
scholas ti c achievement, finan
cial need and good character. 

The application d eadline is 
March H , 1997. For applica
tion forms, call the foundation 
a t 421-6541 or write to the of
fice at 115 Cedar St., Provi
dence, RI 02903. 

In the past eight years, the 
bar foundation has awarded 
$39,500 to law students. 

The Rhode Is land Bar Foun
dation is the charitable a rm of 
the Rhode Island Bar Associa
tion. 

Look for our 
camp issue 
next week. 

class includ e: s ty lus, cheese
cloth, rags, printmaking paper, 
9" x 12" linoleum cut, rubber 
g loves, penci l, eraser, sketch 
pad, and tool box. This 10-week 
course begins Feb. 5. 

• Piano for Ad ults II isa con
tinuation of Piano I. The pro- . 
gram wi ll include chord con
s truction, how to make you r 
own arrangement employing 
four note chords and the inter
preta tion of grea t piano works. 
The course begins Feb. 4 and 
last 10 weeks. 

• Photography II conti nues 
Begi nning Photography. Stu 
dents will develop a portfolio 
includingphotograms, nega tive 
printing, selecli ve development 
and other creative da rkroom 
techniques. This 10-weekcourse 
begins Feb. 6. 

• Let's MakeSoapwillallow 
you to make beautiful, sa fe and 
gentle handmade herba l soap . 
Beginwithan all-vegetablebase, 
then add the ingredients yo u 
like.This one-day seminar will 
be held Feb. 15. 

For a complete !isling of non
credit courses, ca ll Community 
Services at (508) 678-2811, ext. 
2269. 

Lincoln School 
Holds 

Shakespeare 
Competition 

On Jan. 27 beginning at 2:15 
p.m., Lincoln School's Upper 
School students wi ll participate 
in a Shakespeare competition in 
the school's MusicCenter,at301 
Butler Ave. in Providence. 

The winner will go to the state 
finals to be held at Laurelmead 
on Blacks tone Boulevard . The 
winner of the state finals then 
goes to New York to compete in 
the national finals, and the win
ner of the na tionals travels to 
England. 

Pawtucket resident David 
Ely, Lincoln's drama coach, says, 
"The s tudents must memorize a 
monologue from Soliloquy: The 
Shakespeare Monologues a nd a 
sonnet from The Complete Works 
of Shakespeare. The afternoon 
promises to be filled with great 
performa nces from a ta lented 
group of actresses, performing 
Shakespeare in their own unique 
way." 

Senior Shahzia Rahman, also 
of Pawtucket, p laced third in 
las t year's s tale finals. 

The public is invi ted lo at
tend thi s afternoon of Shakes
peare. Formore information,ca ll 
331-9696. 
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SCHOOLBEAT 9 
URI to Run International 

Quality Standards Institute 
Nominations 
Sought for 
Community 

Service Award The University of Rhode 
Island's Graduate Professiona l 
Center wi ll cond uct an institute 
s tarling Jan. 29 for execu ti ves 
and managers on meeting inter
national quality sta ndards. 

To be held at URI's Provi
dence Center, 80 Washington 
St., the 40-hour program will 
run through April 16. 

The Executive Overview, set 
for Jan. 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 11 :30 
a .m., is free and open to chief 
executive officers and other lop 
managers,eveniflhey aren' l reg
istered for the entire program. 

Entitled "The Quality Ins ti
tute: ISO (lnlerna liona l Stan
dards of Opera tion) 9000," the 
course is sponsored by RACE 
for Quality Management and 
URl 's College of Business Ad
minis tration . 

The program is designed for 
executives, operations manag
ers, eng ineering, purchasing 
human resource, marketing, re
sea rch and development and 
quality assurance personnel. 

URl's Co llege of Continuing 
Educa tion in Providence has 
worked wi th members of the 

Art Scholarships 
Offered 

Applications are now being 
accepted for arts-related scholar
ships to be awarded by the Com
munity Outreach Committee of 
the Providence Perforrni ng Arts 
Center. Students residing in 
Providence and aged 11 to 14 by 
June 1, are eligible. All applica
tions must be received by Feb. 14 
at the offices of the PPAC. 

Interested students should 
make inquiries through the arts 
department of their school, and 
educators may call 421-2997 for 
more information. 

The purpose of the scholar
ships is to provide financial as
sistanceforqualifiedand talented 
students to attend local, summer 
arts education programs. 

Severa l summer programs 
for the stud y of performing arts, 
dance, music, and visual arts 
have been selected and students 
are asked to indicate a specific 
program when applying. 

A panel of independ e nt 
judges wi ll assess all applica
tionsa nd announce scholarship 
awards this spring for programs 
during the summer of 1997. 

$17 .50 Student 
Tickets Available 
for 'Miss Saigon' 
As a specia l offer to South

eastern New England students, 
Providence Performing Arts 
Center is making $17.50 student 
tickets a vai !able for selected per
formances of the musical "Miss 
Saigon." 

By presenting valid identifi
cation at the PPAC box office, 
students can purchase up to four 
ticke ts for only $17.50 each, in
cluding a $1.50 per ticket reno
vation fee. These s tudent tickets 
are avai lable for a ll perfor
mances, except Friday and Sat
urday evenings, and are avai l
able only for second balcony 
sea ling. Call 421-ARTS for more 
information. 

Rhode Is land business commu
ni ty to offer this practitioner
led program in ISO 9000 stan
dards and procedures. 

The fee for the entire pro
gram is$1,800 per company and 
the schedule is as follows: 

• Part!, the Executive Over
view, Jan. 29, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
(free). 

• Part ll, ISO Program Basics, 
Feb. 5, 7 to 9:45 p.m. 

• Part Ill , 20 Standard ISO 
9000 Elements, Feb. 12 to April 
9, 7 to 9:45 p.m. 

• Part IV, Auditing / GAP 
Assessment Follow-up Session, 
April 16, 7 to 9:45 p.m. 

The Graduate Professional 
Centeris currentlyofferingolher 
professional development senti
na rs, including cus tomized pro
g rams that can be o ffered at 
URl's Providence Center or at 
the work site. For information, 
call 277-5054. 

Brown to 
Host Regional 
Science Bowl 

The division of engineering 
a t Brown University will again 
hos t the Southern New England 
Regional Science Bowl to be held 
on Feb. 1 from 8:30 a.m. until 5 
p.m. in the Barus&Holley Build
ing, room 166. 

This year's competition will 
include 30 loca l area high 
schools. It is made possible by 
the Foxboro Company and the 
U.S. Department of Energy. Ad
ntission is free and the public is 
welcome. For more information, 
contact Erin Sullivan of the Bos
ton regional office of DOE at 
(617) 565-9700. 

To recognize indi viduals 
who through their community 
service efforts make a positive 
difference in the li ves of others, 
the Feinstein Foundation has 
established three Feinstein En
riching America Awards at the 
Universi ty of Rhode Island . 

URl's Ce nter for Service 
Learning and Universi ty Year 
for Action seek nominations of 
current undergraduate s tu
dents, facu lty, staff, or a lumni 
for the awards. 

Awards of$500 will be made 
in the faculty-staff and alumni 
categories. A $500 voucher good 
at the university bookstore will 
be awarded to the student win
ner. A un.iversitycommitteewi ll 
review nominations and make 
selections. 

orninees must meet the fo l
lowi ng cond itions: 

• Perform signifi cant volun
teer work with an organization 
devoted to community service 
or otherwise make a significant 
contribution to his or her com
muni ty. 

• Demonstrate a commit
ment to theorganiza tion's goals 
to enhance the quality of the 
community. 

• Make an unusual contri
bution of time, expertise, or 
leadership. 

Award winners will be se
lected from the finalists in each 
ca tegory . Finalists will be an
nounced in the spring of 1997. 

For further information or to 
nominate a deserving indi
v idual, contact Michelle A. 
Eaker, URI coordinator of the 
Feins tein Enriching America 
Program at 874-5527. 

Located in Narragansett. 
Ql'lly' Jewish overnight camp In Rhode Island. 
• Open to boys and girts ages 7- 13. 

Leadership-In-Training program for 14- and 15-year-olds. 
Dietary laws observed. 

For lnformaflon call 401 -521-2655 
229 Waterman Street, Providence, RI 02906 



/ 

FEATURE 

For the Record - The Women's Record 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Long 
before there were cameras, a 
woman known by the single 
name of Gluckel li ved in 
Hameln, Germany, and gave the 
world seven volumes filled with 
clear pictures of life in her time. 

She wrote of her and her 
husband's business dealings, 
her chi ldren and their spouses, 
of petty fighting among her 
community's wea lthy leaders, 
and of the wisdom she accumu
lated in 44 years of a life lived 
fully. 

What she pe nned of he r 
world was invaluable for the 
light it shed on the life of a Jew
ish woman of her time. 

That was 300 years ago and 
few women s ince have commit
ted to paper the details of their 
daily lives. 

The papers, publications and 
artifacts that women leave in 
their wake, the material tha t 
gives enduring tes timony to the 
contributions made by their 
lives is sca ttered , inaccessible 
and, in most cases, lost forever. 

While femini sm and the ad
vent of religious ega litarianism 
have led to a recent explosion of 
publications exploring new 
women's rituals, interpretations 
of the Bible and Jewish theol
ogy, little has been done to pre
serve information about Jewish 
women'scontributionstosocial 
history - both Jewish and 
American. 

Gail Twersky Reimer wants 
to change that so she has 
founded the Jewish Women's 
Archives. 

Until now, "not a sing le Jew
ish archive has been dedicated 
to collecting the record of Jew
ish women's li ves," said Reimer, 
co-author of Reading Ruth: Con
temporary Women Reclaim a Sa
cred Ston;and authorof the forth
coming Beginning Anew: A 
Woman 's Companion lo the High 
Holidays. 

"The stuff remains buried ," 
she said. "As a resu!t,.. we have 
very little sense of the history of 
Jewish women and the impact 
they've made. Men say a ll the 
time, 'Who a re the Jewis h 
women?' Noone can name any
one but Golda Meir." 

The archi ve now consists of a 
two-person staff in Boston and 
a board of directors in forma
tion, which met for the first time 
in November and is in the pro
cess of defining its s trategy. 

The arch ive has already 
raised $250,000, ·and the final 
touches are being put on an 
agreement that will give it a 

seven-figure cha llenge grant, 
Reimer said . 

While Reimer has scheduled a 
small invitational conference next 
June to work out the archive's 
long-term strategy, the nascent 
institution has already decided 
to focus on documents from and 
about North American Jewish 
women of the 20th century. 

"Men say all the time, 
Who are the Jewish 

women?' No one 
can name anyone 
but Golda Meir." 

Gail Reimer 

The first step will be to de
velop what she ca lls a "virtual 
archive," providing access to 
materia ls about Jewish women. 
Those materials a re now sitting 
inhundredsofwidelydispersed 
family a ttics, loca l historica l so
cieties, community and co llege 
archives and national ins t-itu
tions. 

"We want to make sure that 
the materia l is being collected , 
and that it's accessible," Reimer 
sa id . "Our role will be to create 
a database that enables people 
to know where all the material 
011-Jewish women is loca ted ." 

Eventually, she sa id, actua l 
documents will be sca nned into 
digital form so that someone sit
t-ing at a computer anywhere in 
the world will be able to access 
them . 

The archive also plans to find 
a physical space, so it can decide 
whether to begin its own collec
t-ions, and so that it can be a 
physical center for scholarship, 
research and program develop
ment. 

A·building is also important 
because it "grants a presence to 
women that nothing else can," 
said Reimer. 

"The Jewish community has 
built ins titutions'' devoted to 
collect-ing this informat-ion, she 
said. "Now it's t-ime for us to 
build one that will allow us to 
not forget half of our history, 
half of the Jews who have per
ished, because we have nodocu
mentat-ion. 

Adult bat mitzvah sermons 
are an example of the type of 
document Reimer wants to see 
preserved. 

Adult women becoming bat 
mitzvah is a phenomenon 
bound to die out in the space of 
a single generation, because to-
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day even Orthodox girls for
mally celebrate the rite of pas
sage at an early age. 

And though the Jewish 
Women's Archives is not yet en
couraging anyone to think of it as 
a repository fordocuments,some 
people - from author Esther 
Broner to women looking for a 
place to send their grandmoth
ers' diaries - have a lready ex
pressed interest in preserving 
their material at the archive. 

The Jewish Women's Archives 
was invited to be part of the new 
Center for Jewish History, which 
is bringing together under one 
Manhattan roof YTVO, the lnst-i
tute for Jewish Research, Leo 
Baeck Institute, the American 
Jewish His torical Society and 
Yeshiva University Museum. 

But Reimer sa id the Jewish 
Women's Archives was wary of 
being swallowed up by such 
giants as they work out the in
ternal politics of merging to
gether, Reimer said. 

"There's potential for us get
ting lost a t the Center for Jewish 
History," she said, adding tha t 
she is glad that there is an open 
invitation to join down the road. 

JW A has already sponsored 
one academic conference and is 
planning more, on the contribu
tions of Jewish women to vari
ous endeavors and, with 
Ma'ayan, New York's Jewish 
femini st center, is working to 

add a Jewish component to 
women's history month. 

National Women's History 
Month is in March. This year, 
synagogues, day schools and 
Jewish community centers will 
receive three posters, each fea
turing a Jewish woman who 
made important contributions 
to history. 

Gluckel ofHameln, Henrietta 
Szold, who established Hadas
sah, and Rose "Schneiderman, a 
labor activist, are the first three 
women to get posters of their 
own. 

The idea for the archive was 
born two years ago, a fter Reimer 
published Reading Ruth, which 
explores women's perspectives 
of the bibli cal story of Judaism's 
first convert. 

She approached Welles ley 
and Brandeis,a nd they gave her 
seed money to resea rch the 
project's viability. During most 
of 1995, a committee of faculty 
and administrators from both 
co lleges - one devoted to 
women and the o ther primarily 
to Jews - explored whether 
they could jointly own the Jew
ish Women's Archives. 

It soon became clear that fric
tion over turf issues would pre
clude that, Reimer sa id . 

Then the Dobki n Family 
Foundation donated $25,000 to 
further the project. A few 
months ago, Reimer left her job 

as associate director of the Mas
sachusetts State Humanities 
Foundation to devote herself full 
time to creating the Jewish 
Women's Archives. 

Reimer is motivated by a con
cern about continuity as well as 
by an ideological and phi lo
sophical commitment to pre
serving history. 

She wants her two daugh
ters, who are 12 and 17, to see 
material about Jewish women 
on the wa lls of their day schoo l. 

"If we don't make 
them feel positive, 

they'll go elsewhere." 
Gail Reimer 

Their self-perception as Jew
ish women wi ll be a result, in 
large measure, "of wha t's in his
tory books and the school's cur
riculum. 

" If we want to keep Jewish 
girls involved, we need to make 
them fee l positive about what 
they have to contribute as Jew
ish women to Jewish culture. 

" If we don't make them feel 
posi tive, they'll go elsewhere," 
Reimer said. "We saw it in pre
vious generations and we'll see 
it again unless wedo something 
about it." 

Tu B'Shevat Seder Planned to 
Save Old Redwood Forest 

by Lesley Pearl 
Jewish Bulletin of 

Northern California 
SAN FRANCISCO (JT A) -

The Headwaters forest in north
ern California is home to old
growth red wood trees - some 
measuring 26 feet in circumfer
ence and 250 feet tall - and a 
number of endangered species, 
including the marbled murrelet, 
the northern spotted owl and 
the coho sa lmon. 

On Jan. 26, the forest's ani
mal inhabitants will share their 
home temporarilywi th250Jews 
celebrating Tu B'Sheva t, the new 
year of the trees. Rabbi Marga
ret Holub of the Mendocino 
CoastJewishCommunity,Rabbi 
Lester Scharnberg of Temple 
Beth El in Eureka and student 
rabbi Naomi Steinberg of Con
grega tion B'nai Ha-Aretz in 
Garbervi lle will lead a seder in
corpora ting wine, fruits and 
nuts in a nearby public grove. 

They will be joined by Jewish 
Renewal leader Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow of the Shalom Center 
in Philadelphia. 

As an act of political and en
vironmenta l consciousness, the 
group will plant saplings on the 
nearby property of timber-com-

pany owner Charles Hurwitz. 
"G-d created the world and 

we are partners with G-d in 
keeping creation goi ng and sus
taining it," said Il ana Schatz, 
outreach coordinator for the 
seder. "It's our responsibility to 
make sure trees thousands of 
yea rs old aren't cut down. It's 
our covenant with G-d. 

"Tu B'Shevat is the 
holiday when you 

plant trees and help 
keep them alive." 

Ilana Schatz 

"Tu B'Shevat is the holiday 
when you plant trees and help 
keep them a li ve." 

For nearly 10 years, environ
mental advocates and forestry 
officials have been battling 
Hurwitz, a Houston Jew and the 
owner of Maxxam Inc. - the 
parent company of Pacific Lum
ber - and the owner of the dis
puted Headwaters forest and 
other red wood groves in the area. 
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Since purchasing Pacific 
Lumber, a company known for 
itsenvironmentallysound prac
tices, Hurwitz has tripled the 
tree-harves ting rate and vowed 
that the land would be clear by 
the yea r 2006. 

The s truggle over the Head
waters forest heated up this fall 
when the federa l government 
stepped in and engineered a deal 
through which Hurwitz will re
ceive $380 million irt cash or 
trade in exchange for two of the 
six ancient groves of the 60,000-
acre Headwaters forest, which 
is southeast of Eureka. 

The deal is contingent upon 
government approval of a 
"Habitat Conservation Plan" 
that is being written by Pacific 
Lumber and is due to be re
leased in late January. 

Activists fear the plan "won' t 
protect the trees or the endan
gered species," Holub said. But 
the seder "has you do things 
which you hope will move G-d 
to preserve the trees." 

Seder participants will 
drink four cups of wine- first 
white, then white mixed with 
so me red, then half white and 
half red and finally pure red. 
They will ea t nuts and fruits 
with hard coverings, such as 
oranges; fruits with pits on the 
inside,suchasdates;a nd fruits 
tlwt one ca n bite all the way 
through. 

"The ~eder is solemn and in
tense . It's like sympathetic 
magic," Holub said. "This is a 
day of prayer in the natural 
world." 

After the seder, participants 
will move to Hurwitz' s land to 
plant saplings- "redwoods, or 
something which helps prevent 
erosion," Holub sa id . 
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Israeli Programs Help Families 
Overcome Scourge of Child Abuse 

by Michele Chabin 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - For 

years, Maya Cohef\ was seized 
with sudden, uncontrollable fits 
of rage when one of her chil
dren, who are hyperac tive, 
spilled a glass of milk or refused 
to turn in at bedtime. 

"I was und er pressure, so 
much pressure, and sometimes 
I beat them," admitted Cohen, 
whose name has been changed 
to ensure privacy. 

Sitting in the living room of 
her modest apartment, s he 
added, "I didn't know what to 
do, I didn't know what was 
wrong with my kids. I cried all 

"People just couldn't 
accept the fact that 
Jewish parents can 

abuse their children." 

the time, I was a nervous wreck. 
It was a horrible situa tion." 

It was not until Cohen was 
charged withassaultinganadult 
that she and her children re
ceived the help they so desper
ately needed. 

Sitting before a judge in fam
ily court soon after her arrest, 
Cohen made a deci sion: "I told 
the judge· that I was a • bad 
mother, an abusive mother, a nd 
that he should take the kids 
away from me. They needed 
help, my husband and I needed 
help, and I saw this as the only 
way." 

Although Cohen displayed 
courage by admitting her abuse, 
many Israeli parents who beat 
or neglect their chi ldren never 
come to the attention of Israel's 
overburdened socia l welfare 
system. 

"For every case of child abuse 
that's reported in this country, 
we estimate that three times as 
many cases go unreported," said 
Yitzhak Kadman, execu tive di
rector of the National Council 
for the Child. 

In 1995, authorities in Israel 
hand led 20,000 new cases of 
chi ld abuse. Some of those cases 
involved severe neglect. 

Although the figures for 1996 
are not yet available, Kadman 
suspected that the numbers wi ll 
be comparable. 

Long a ta boo subject in Is
raeli society, child abuse "has 
been slowly let out of the closet," 
said Hana Katz, directorofChil
dren at Risk programs at the 
American Jewish Joint Distri
bution Committee in Israel. 

"Israelis have always at
tached a great stigma to chi ld 
abuse. Until just a few yea rs ago, 
thesocietywas indenial. People 
just ~0uldn't accept the fact that 
Jewish parents can abuse their 
children." 

The turning point, experts 
agree, came in 1989, the year 
Israel introduced a mandatory 
reporting law requiring social 
workers, teachers and others 
suspecting abuse to report such 
cases to their local municipali
ties. 

The legislation was instituted 
after the Israeli media devoted 
an uncharacteristically large 

amount of a ttention in the late 
1980s to the case of an abused 
child. 

A series of graphic news re
ports at the time encouraged a 
nationwide debate and ulti
mately shocked Israeli s into ac
tion. 

Not all reports of suspected 
abuse lead to remedial action, 
however. 

Although follow-up investi
gations revea l no wrongdoing 
in about half of a ll reported 
cases, " It's a lways, always bet
ter to be safe than sorry," sa id 
Frada Feigelson, director of the 
Schusterman Center for Chi l
dren at Risk and their Families 
in Jerusa lem. 

"We once had a case where 
the parents divorced and the 
mother remarried. When the 
children visited a family mem
ber, they rela ted how their step
father had abused them. 

"This turned out not to be 
true, but the socia l workers saw 
children under severe stress, 
feeling torn between the two 
parents. One of the chi Id ren was 
almost on the verge of a break
down. The intervention came 
just in time." 

Although there are severa l 
risk factors that can contribute 
to the probability that a parent 
will become abusive, "it is a 
mistake to think that abusers 
belong to a specific s trata of so
ciety," said Kadman. "We find 
abuse in all kinds of settings: in 
town, kibbutzim, in religious 
and secular homes, rich and 
poor, Sephardi, Ashkenazi." 

Instead of targeti ng a specific 
segment of the population as 
potential abusers, Kadmansaid, 
"wedeterminewhetherthefam
ily is under considerable stress. 
Has there been ad i vorceor sepa
ration, are there financial prob
lems?" 

The fact that poor and new 
immigrant families have a 
higher-than-average rate of 

~abuse may be due to increased 
s tress, Kadman said. In addi
tion, however, these families are 
often connected to the social 
welfare network, and are there
fore more likely to be observed 
by professionals, he said. 

Contrary to popular Israeli 
belief, "it's simply no t true that 
olim (immigrants) have a higher 
abuse rate because they come 
from Third World countries," 

· he said. 
"Immigrant families are in a 

particularly high state of flux
cultural, economic, they must 
learn a new language, find jobs 
- and that is the reason that 
most of the reported cases [of 
abuse] come within the first two 

to three years of a family's ar
rival in Israel." 

Lest anyone doubt that child 
abuse afflicts every segment of 
Israeli society, a visit to one of 
the country's six children's shel
ters - including one for Israeli 
Arabs - proves the point. 

At the Schusterman Center 
in Jerusa lem, up to 15 children 
from every imaginable back
ground spend up to three 
months as boarders. Hundreds 
more receive outpatient eva lu
ation and cou nseling through
out the year. 

While the chi ldren seem or
dinary enough at first glance, 
the s lightest thing can precipi
tate a violent temper tantrum. 

Rather than a llow the chil
dren to hurt themselves or o th
ers, they are placed in one of the 
center's "soft rooms." Here, 
amid rubber toys and matted 
floors, the chi ldren can safely 
vent their anger. 

For the center's work to be 
effec ti ve, parents, too, must 
overcome their anger, Feigelson 
said. 

When Maya Cohen's chi l-
dren were placed at 

'We find abuse in all 
kinds of settings: in 
town, kibbutzim, in 
religious and secular 
homes, rich and poor, 
Sephardi, Ashkenazi." 

Yitzhak Kadman 

Schusterman she and her hus
band were encouraged to seek 
counseling. The children have 
since returned home. 

The therapy also extended to 
the carefully supervised visits 
they had with their children, 
during which they were taught 
a wide variety of communica
tion and parenting skills. 

After this kind of interven
tion, more than 50 percent of 
abused chi ldren are eventually 
returned to their parents. 

The remainder are placed in 
board ing schools, foster homes 
or, in rare instances, pu t up for 
adoption. 

The Cohens are one of the 
system's success stories. 

"The counseling I received 
helped me find the courage to 
leave a marriage that wasn't 
working and tomoveto thecity," 
she said. 'The people at the cen
ter taught me how to improve 
my parenting skills, how to com
municate with my kids." 
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Tracing Deep Roots 
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology Professor Dr. Karl 

Skorecki found that modern-day Jewish men with variations 
of the surname Cohen are linked through their Y- chromo
somes to the first Jewish priest, the Aaron of the Bible. His joint 
study with researchers from Canada, England and the United 
Sta tes was recently published in the New York Times and the 
journal Nature. 

UAHC Publishes 
Tot Shabbat 

Tot Shabbat, Camille Kress's 
bedtime book for toddlers, will · 
be published by the Union of 
American Hebrew Congrega
tions Press in March. Jewish 
children's literatureemphasizes 
annual holidays, often neglect
ing the weekly Sabbath and 
spi rituality. This book will, it is 
hoped, fill that gap 

This board bookcontainssix 
waterco lors of a family prepar
ing for Shabbat. Each illustra
tion centers on a symbol of 
Shabbat - candlesticks, 
challah, and a Kiddush cup
and a symbol of home: a house, 
a family, and a chilcl's own bed. 

The inspiration for this new 

It's Time 
for the Ox 

The Lazy Sunday Series at 
Books on the Square (331-9097) 
wi ll continue on Jan. 26, from 2 
to 3 p.m. when Sharon Ahern 
tells stories and demonstrates 
some crafts associated with the 
Chinese New Year. 

The next year will be the Year 
of the Ox for the Chinese. 

book came from a Tot Shabbat 
service at Temple Emanu-EI in 
Dallas, Texas, where Kress's 
own little boy became restless 
a nd s tarted pulling at the 
children's Gates of Prayer. Kress 
crea ted the colorful drawings 
and s tory on cardboard so her 
son could learn about the Sab
bath and not rip the pages. 

Copies of Tot Shabbat are 
availab le at bookstores, and 
from the UAHC Press for $5.95 
p'lus $1 shipping and handling. 
Send checks payable to the 
UAHC Press, 838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, NY 10021 or order 
by calling toll free (888) 489-
UAHC (8242). 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

Scientific Discovery 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

This week we also carry the pic
ture of a Technion scientist and the 
story of that institute's work on the 
genetics of the Kohanim line. Th is 
article focuses on the work, and 
ques tions, of another scient is t 
Michael Hammer. 

NEW YORK (JT A) - A sci
entifi c di scovery of what could 
be called the "Kohen chromo
some" might have re ligious im
plica tions tha t the scienti s ts 
themselves never anticipated. 

Afte r about four yea rs o f 
work, Michael Hammer, a ge
neticis t who works a t the Uni
versity of Arizona at Tucson, 
and Karl Skorecki , a scientis t 
based at Haifa's Technion-Israel 
Ins titute o f Technology, fo und 
tha t the Jewish priestl y lineage 
ca n be geneti cally traced back to 
the p rogenitor of a ll Kohanim, 
the biblica l Aaron. 

The lineage is visib le in two 
markers on the Y chromosome 
tha t is transmitted from fa ther 
to son. 

Hammer wa rned , however, 
tha t the resea rch is not com
plete, and tha t only 20 percent 
o f the men who might be de
scendants of Aa ron had those 
parti cu la r markers. 

Since the fi ndings were pub
li shed in the London-based sci
enti fic journal Nature a nd were 
picked up in The Jerusalem Post, 
Skorecki has been inunda ted 
with phone ca lls by Orthodox 
Jews in Is rael who want to be 
tested to p rovescienti fica lly tha t 
they a re descenda nts of Aaron, 
Hammer said in a telephone in
terview. 

In the time of Israel's Firs t 
and Second temples, the priests, 
or Kohanim, had specia l reli
gious responsibilities fo r per
forming holy rites at the site 
where G-d was believed to be 
made manifest. 

Since the des truction of the 
Second Temple, in 70 C.E., the 
priests' role has become trans
fo rmed into one tha t is purely 
ceremonia l, with specia l bless
ings rec ited by those o f the 
priestly class during worship 

A Kohen may not marry 
a woman who has been 
divorced, and may not 
go near a dead body or 

into a cemetery, 

services. 
Accord ing to anOrthodoxin

terpreta ti on of Jewish law, a 
Ko hen may not marry a woman 
who has beendivo rced,and may 
not go near a dead body or into 
a cemetery. 

And some rabbi s have ex
pressed concern that the genetic 
testing could be used to define 
who is and who is not a Kohe n. 

"That is a far-ou t possibi l
ity," though not inconceiva ble, 
said O rthodox Rabbi Irv ing 
Greenberg, who is himself a 
Ko hen. 

Hammer, an unaffi liated Jew 
whose most recent religious con
nection has been with the Ind ian 

guru Sri Chinmoy, said he pur
sued locating the Kohen chro
mosome for historical, scientific 
reasons ra ther than piety. 

"I do worry a littleaboutwhat 
the potential use of this is," he 
said . 

"I worry mainly about mis
interpreta tion of our find ings at 
this point, tha t someone may be 
thinking that they can apply it 
for a specific purpose." 

As a result of the unantici
pa ted potentia l religious impli 
ca tions, the pair of scientis ts is 
uncertai n of how far they may 
take thei r research. 

"We' re in a dilemma," Ham
mer sa id . 

"We can' t prove or d isprove 
ve ry eas ily if someone is a 
Kohen from this da ta. Do we 
wantto? If we don' t, will some
body else come a long, a genetic 
testing company, and do it, or 
would the Orthodox rabbi nate 
hire some company to do it fo r 
them? Are we in a situa tion 
w here someone cou ld pa ten t 
this as a genetic test? 

Is the abi lity to obtain the 
information "good or not 
good?" Hammer asked , rhetori
cally. 

"This is verx troublesome and 
worrisome. How far do we wa nt 
to take thi s projec tscientifi cally? 
What a re the implications ethi
ca lly? 

"It's up to the scientis ts to say 
wha t can and cannot be deter
mi ned a t thi s poi nt," he said, 
bu t "the ethica l issues a re up to 
the rabbinate, or whoever's in 
charge o f those rules and laws 
and things." 

Israeli Firms Dramatically 
Increase Global Investments 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Inter
national investments by Is raeli 
firms increased bymore than60 
percent during the fi rst nine 
months of 1996, compared wi th 
the same period in 1995, accord
ing to the Israel Export Institute . 

Israeli fi rms made $860 mil
lion in fo reign investments d ur
ing that nine-month period in 
1996. 

The purchase by Israeli fi rms 
of companies abroad -specifi 
ca lly in the pharmaceutical and 
software sectors - was pri ma-

SAAB 
t'\d ~o~r Ow'\ road:· 

June In January "Sale" 
·96 900S conv. A Black ....... $30.895 
'96 900SE T 5 Beige ........................... $24,985 
'96 9000CS ). green ........................... $26,885 
'95 900S conv. Ruby ....................... .... $25,585 
'95 900SE Sedan A Black ... ........... $23,385 
'95 900SE Turbo M Black ................... $22,985 
'95 900S Sedan M Green ................... $18.885 
·94 900 Turbo conv. M Ruby ............... $24 ,985 
·94 9000S Sedan M. Black ................. $16.585 
'93 9000CSE A Green ........................ $19,785 
'93900 3-0oorABlack ... $ 14,585 
'93 900 4-Door M Green ..................... $ 13,585 
'92 9000S A Green ..................... $1 0,985 
'92 9000S A While.. . .............. $15,885 
'87 9000 Turbo A Red ........................... $8,795 

OTHERS 
·94 Cherokee LTD VS Black ............... $22.885 
'93 Volvo 940 Wagon Grey ................. $ 16,885 
'93 Volvo 940S 4-Door White ............. $ 16,885 
·92 Volvo 960 Wagon Block .............. $ 1 6.985 
·92 Acura lnlegra LS Coupe ............. $10.585 
'92 Ford F150 Maroon ......................... $10,885 
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rily responsible for the increase. 
Ind us tria l firms carried out 

about two-thirds of the invest
ments. 

The largest sectors investi ng 
outside the Jewish sta te were 
chemica ls', trade and serv ice 
fi rms, and electronics. 

Meanwhile, Israeli compa
nies raised about $2.1 billion of 
capital in foreign financial mar
kets in 1996, according to the 
Israeli daily Mp 'ariv. The fi rms 
raised $1.9 billion through share 
offerings in the United Sta tes, 

$930 million through bond of
ferings and $45 million through 
share offerings in London. 

In other economic news, the 
Israeli shekel weakened slightly 
aga ins t the do llar, but rose 
aga inst the basket of key for
eign currencies after the rise of 
the dollar agains t the mark, 
dea lers said . 

Dea le rs a ttr ibuted the 
shekel' s recent s trength, how
ever, to an upsurge in fo reign 
currency-linked borrowing by 
the Israeli business sector. 

Annual Inflation Rate for 
1996 Was 10.6 Percent 

Following the publication of an 0.8 percent p rice increase in 
December, Israeli infl ati on figures for 1996 fi nished a t an annua l 
rate of 10.6, Ha'aretz reported. 

The figure exceeds the ta rget of 8 to 10 percent set fo r las t yea r, 
and the previous year's mark of 8.1 percent. 

In the second half of 1996, inflation slowed signifi cantly. Bank 
of Israel Gov. Professor Jacob Frenkel attribu ted the decrease to the 
monetary poli cy of the centra l bank. 
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Labor Party Decides to Limit 
Who Can Select New Chairman 

by David Landau 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ehud 

Barak, the fro ntrunner for the 
Labor Party leadership, has won 
important support for his pro
posa l on how the pa rty's chair
man should be chosen. 

His proposa l was approved 
a t a meeting of the Labor Party 
Congress, which voted down 
ano ther motion submitted by 
Ha im Ramon, a no ther con
tender fo r the pa rty leadership. 

Ramon told the session tha t 
he would likely not run aga inst 
Barak when the leadershi p con
test is held in June. 

Under Bara k's proposa l, only 
pa id-up party members would 
be enti tied to vote fo r the leader 
in the June primaries . 

Ramon had wanted open pri
maries in which any Israeli ci ti 
zen who was not a registered 
member of a nother po liti ca l 
pa rty could vote. 

The candida tes fo r the Labor 
Party leadership who have fo r
mally throw n their ha ts into the 
ri ng a re Barak, a fo rmer Israe l 
Defe nse force chief of staff who 
served as foreign min is ter in the 
1995 to 1996 govern ment of 
Prime Minis ter Shimon Peres; 
Yossi Bei lin, a longtime P,eres 
acolyte who served as minister 
wi thout portfo lio in the previ
ous government; and Ephraim 
Sneh, a doctor and former briga-

dier general who was minister 
of !"ea lth in the Peres govern
ment. 

Firs t-time Labor Knesse t 
member Shlomo Ben-Ami, a his
tory professor and former am
bassador to Spain, is a lso con
sidering running. 

Peres has sa id he would no t 
seek the party leadership, bu t 
has left open the possibility that 
he would serve in a leading role 
if a na tiona l unity government 
were formed this year. 

Barak mainta ins that the re
sult o f the primary would be 
unaffected.by thevotingsystem 
chosen. 

Ramon, however, cla imed 
tha t a "closed primary" reserved 
fo r party members only would 
be heavily influenced by the 
30,000 to 40,000 party mac hine 
offi cia ls. 

He sa id an open primary 
would test candida tes' strength 
among the broader public -
and thereby better approximate 
the fight against Netanyahu fo r 
the premiership in the yea r 2000. 

Ramo n was jee red as he 
s trode to the ros trum, where he 
delivered a wi thering a ttack on 
Barak. 

Ramon portrayed Ba rak as a 
cap tive of the machined politi
cians who, he sa id, were the most 
conserva tive and reac ti onary 
element in Labor. 

Bar llan Street Still a Thorny Issue 
by Naomi Segal 

JERUSAL EM (JTA) 
Is rael's High Court of Jus ti ce 
has asked the nation's tra nspor
ta ti on minister to consider a 
compromise on Shabba t travel 
on Bar llan Street, which cu ts 
through re li gious neighbor
hoods. 

An expanded panel of seven 
justices has suggested closing 
Bar llan Street duri ng prayer 
ti mes on the Sabbath. In ex
change, the court said, another 
street would be open to link the 
main entrance to the city with 
the northern neighborhoods. 

Tra ns portati o n minis te r 
Yitzhak Levy will give his deci
sion in 10 days. Until then, the 
s tree t w ill remain open on 
Shabbat. 

Shabbat traffic on Bar llan 
has led to a series of often-vio
lent demonstrations. Fervently 
Orthodox Jews want the s treet 
closed for the Sabba th; secular 
Israelis view its closure as an 
infringement on their freedoms. 

Petitioner Lior Horev sa id 
Levy would close Bar llan d ur
ing Sabbath prayer times, as the 
committee had recommended . 

But, acco rding to Horev, 
Levy would no t fulfill the 
committee's other stipula ti on: 
tha t public transporta tion be 
provided on the Sabba th. 

Horevsaid he and other secu
la r petitioners accepted the jus
tices' recommendation in prin
ciple. But they have add itiona l 
conditions, Horev said . 

"We want to know tha t no 
other roads [i n the capita l] wi ll 
be closed in the fu ture," Horev 
told Israel Rad io. 

Horev also said the petition
ers wanted assurances tha t no 
further violence would result. 

Over the weekend, some 150 
fervently Orthodox Jews pro
tested Sabbath travel. Two men 
were detained after being ac
cused o f damaging a police van. 

Representa tives of the fer
vently O rthodox community 
sa id they would not accep t the 
court's compromise. "We will 
not agree to any Sabbath viola
tions, on any ro;,d," Yehuda 
Meshi Zahav told Israel Radio. 
"There is no [fervently Ortho
dox] Jew who will agree to open 
the road in exchange for closing 
another one." 

Israel Urges South Africa to Refrain 
From Weapons Deal With Syria 

The government of Israel has 
sent an explicit message to South 
Afri ca saying that it must re
frain from selling wea pons to 
Syria , Ha 'nretz repor ted . The 
message was communica ted by 
Israe l's acting ambassador lo 
South Africa to the Sou th Afri 
can foreign minis try. 

Israeli officia ls have said that 
South Africa offered to sell Syria 
intelligent weapons sys tems for 

tanks and artillery. 
' U .S. S ta te Dep a rtme nt 

spokesperson Nicholas Burns 
sa id tha t the ad ministra ti on is 
very worried these abou t re
ports. 

Burns noted that accord ing 
to U.S. law, recipients of for
eign aid arc prohibited from 
sell ing weapons lo countries 
included on the lis t of s tates 
which sponsor terrorism. 
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There Were Treasures In 
The Synagogue Attic 

by Daniella Ashkenazy 

Ask the average Jew if he's 
ever heard of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls - discovered 50 

yearsago.Cha'ncesaregood that 
the response will be, "Of 
course." Though specially en
shrined in Jerusa lem, from an 
historic perspective, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls shed light primarily 
on what is but an esoteric sec t 
and marginal episode in the 
stream of Jewish existence. 

But ask the average Jew if 
he's ever heard of the Cairo 
Geniza uncovered 100 years ago, 
and chances are that he ·wi ll 
merely shrug '1)s shoulders. 

The Geniza is a treasure 
house of information far more 
important, from a Jewish stand
point, than the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
says Professor Mordechai Akiva 
Friedman,a world-renown Jew
ish scholar and the man in 
charge of Cairo Geniza s tudies 
at Tel Aviv Univers ity . 

The tens of thousand s of 
documents recovered from the 
CairoGeniza 100 years ago shed 
light on mainstream Jewish life 
and society during a period that 
had long remained in the dark 
due to scanty documentation: 
the Middle Ages among Jews of 
the East. 

The Cairo Geniza is not an 
archive, designed to preserve 
documents. II was a "receptacle" 
for unwanted writings penned 
during the Middle Ages in He
brew or Arabic and other lan
guages written in Hebrew char
acters- by, for, or in regard to, 
members of the Jewish commu
nity in Cairo, mostly over ape
riod of 250 years between 1000 
and 1250 CE. 

At the time, it was customary 
to give all writing written in 
Hebrew script - religious or 
secular in content - a Jewish 
burial, like religious books to
day. Members of the Ben-Ezra 
Synagogue in Cairo, however, 
carefully collected worn-out or 
unwanted documents and dis
posed of them by literally dump
ing them in a special,_ vaulted 
room in the attic of the Cairo 
synagogue, accessible only 
through a hole near the ceiling. 

Scholars believe the practice 
originated due toattacksonJew
ish funeral processions. While it 
was imperative to bury the dead, 
there was no logi~al reason to 
endanger human lives just to 
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bury dead documents. 
One hundred years ago, the 

value of the Cairo Geniza came 
to the attention of Western Jew
ish scholars. Solomon Schechter, 
later to become a founder of the 
Conservative Movement in 
America,succeeded in transfer
ring the remains - so me 
130,000 fragments - to Ca m
bridge. 

A pproxi ma tely 120,000 other 
Geniza fragments, pages and 
even entire manuscripts had 
previously found thei r way to 
other libraries and private col
lections around the world, 
mainly through Middle Eastern 
a11tiqui ti es markets . 

Papers delivered at a recent 
three-day "Centennial Confer
ence" a t Tel Aviv focused on the 
contribution of the Geniza to a 
host of fields - study of cul
tural life in post-Talmudic times 
in the la nd of Is rael, Islamic hi s
tory, Jewish thought, Jewish
Muslim relations, Karaite litera
ture, Jewish inheritance laws, 
and the structure of the medi
eva l eastern family - to men
tion but a few. 

Most primary documents 
that surv ive the passage of time 
a re rare documents connected 
with outsta ndi ngindividuals or 
momentous events, but the 
Geniza records spoke primarily 
about the lives of ordinary 
people, most of them members 
of the Jewish middle class in the 
Middle Ages. 

The Geniza was a mixed bag 
-literally and figuratively. The 
religious and secular papers are 
of a ll types and descriptions. 
There are notes, private corre
spondence, old contracts and 
business-rela ted materials that 
span the lifetimes of individu
als in thecommunity,alongside 
religious manuscripts. 

There are letters hand-writ
ten by Maimonides and notes 
taken by an anonymous rab
binical student in one of the 
Rambam's lessons. 

There are unknown liturgi
ca l poems by the Medieval poet 
Yanai, an interpretation of the 
Bible by a Karaite Yusu f lbn 
Nuah and 60 percent of a long
lost Hebrew original of a pre
Mishnaic tract called Seder 
Olam, responsa to a host of un
usual situations. 

Some of the legal documents, 
for instance, indicate that vei l-

ing Jewish women in Middle 
Eastern countries was prevalent 
as a mark of modesty. 

There are letters that add a 
new perspective on the life of 
medieval Spanish Jewish poet 
Yehuda HaL(':vi, who stopped 
in Cairo on his way to the Holy 
Land. 

Yet - the Geniza contains a 
wealth of information about or
dinary people, as well: For in
stance, some 70 documents re
lated to the fortunes and mis
fortunes of one Abraham Ben 
Yiju, a Tunisian-born Jewish 
merchant who spent 18 years of 
hi s life in India . 

The Geniza also contained 
what today would be consid
ered "his toric trivia" -such as 
a note written by a young 
scholar, Natane l Hashishi, who 
was grounded by his father, a 
physician. This parental house 
arrest was backed up with the 

· promise of a ieward of 35 dinar 
on the condition that the you ng 
man would stick to his stud ies 
and "not even go out to the 
mikvah to bath ... " 

The National and University 
Libraries recently completed 
compi lation of a full set of mi
crofilms of a ll known pages and 
fragments-about half in Cam
bridge, the rest in libraries and 
private collections elsewhere. 

The vast majority of Geniza 
fragments await publication. To 
date there has not been funding 
sufficient to ca talogue the frag
ments with any modern com
puterized system to facilitate 
matching up fragmented docu
ments. 

Wide Gender 
Gap in Salaries 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The 

gap in salary between men and 
women in Israel is reportedly 
the largestin the Western world, 
according to a report from a 
Knessetsubcommitteestudying 
the status of women in the Jew
ish state. 

The subcommittee is urging 
the government to enforce two 
laws previously passed by the 
Knesset to address the gaps. 

One law calls for equal pay 
for men and women. The other 
law requires more women to be 
appoin ted to civil servant posi
tions. 
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Canadian Jews 
Urge Pursuit 

of_ German Veterans 
by Bram Eisenthal 

MONTREAL (JTA)-Cana-
. dianJewish leaders have reacted 
with indignation to reports that 
some 300 German veterans of 
World War 11 who now reside in 
Canada are receiving pensions 
from the German government. 

"Remember these people 
wore the uniform of, or collabo
rated with, the most evil regime 
in humanity which sponsored 
mass murder and genocide," 
said Eric Vernon, a senior Ca
nadian Jewish Congress officia l 
in Ottawa. "These people ought 
not be rewarded for that ser
vice, even 50 years later." 

Some 1,800 German veterans 
in Canada have been receiving 
the equivalent of $6,000 a year 
since the war ended. 

Hundreds of German veter
ans in the United States were 
reported to be receiving the pen
sions as well, but the German 
government last month denied 
a reques t by the World Jewish 
Congress to reveal their names. 

German Embassy officials in 
Ottawa declined to comment. 

A senior Canadian Justi ce 
Department officia l acknowl
edged in an interview ea rly in 
January that he had received a 
list of German pensioners in 
Ca nada, but said he did not have 
further details about thei r war
time records. 

"The list was a li st of people 
who received pensions, not one 
of war crimina ls," said Paul 
Vickery, senior counsel for the 
department's wa r crimes divi
sion. "We are not in the busi
ness of pursuing German sol
diers, but rather war criminals 
from the World War II era." 

Vickery denied a Canadian 
news report'that he would not 
use information contained in the 
list of pensioners to pursue a l
leged war criminals. 

" ! did not say we would not 
u.se the list under any circum
stances," Vickery said. 

Canadian authorities ha ve 
come under criticism for what 
Jewish leaders here say is a lack 

of aggressiveness in investigat
ing and prosecuting suspected 
war criminals. 

"They justdon'tgivea damn 
at the Canadian government 
level," said Bernie Farber, the 
CJC's national director of com
munity relations. In govern
mentcircles, Farber added, there 
is "a lack of fire in the belly we 
need from them in tracking these 

''The list was a list of 
people who received 
pensions, not one of 
· war criminals ... . 
We are not in the 

b1J.siness of pursuing 
German soldiers." 

Paul Vicken; 

murderers down." 
An American private inves

tigator last month handed over 
to Canadian authorities taped 
interviews he secre tly made 
with 58 former Nazis who re
side in Ca nada. Stever. Ram
barn sa id at the time that seven 
of those he interviewed fully 
confessed that they had mur
dered people during the Ho
locaust. 

Vickery sa id in an interview 
tha t one of the tapes he person
ally reviewed "contains a series 
of denials of involvement" in 
war crimes. "The balance of the 
tapes are being reviewed. We 
are not ignoring information 
brought to us by Mr. 'Rambam 
or anyone else." 

Rambam has threatened to 
make public the names of those 
he interviewed if the Canada's 
Jus tice Department does not 
make use of the information by 
the end of February. 
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OBITUARIES 
ESTHER COHANE 

PROVIDENCE - Es ther 
Cohane, 92, of the Rosewood 
Manor, 140 Pitrnan St.,diedJan. 
17 a t the home. She was the 
wid ow of Maurice J. Cohane. 

Born in Lithuania, a daugh
ter of the la te Hyman and Eva 
Melnick, she had lived in Provi
dence fo r 64 yea rs. 

She leaves a daughter, Rita 
Hoffman of Pawtucket, and a 
granddaughter. 

The. funera l was held Jan. 17 
in Lincoln Park Cemetery, War
wick. Arrangements were by the 
Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

GLADYS KOSOFSKY 
PROVIDENCE - Gladys 

Kosofsky, 85, of the Cha rlesgate 
Nursing Center, 100 Randall St. , 
a saleswoman for the former 
Peerless department store . for 
27 years, retiring 15 years ago, 
died Jan. 11 at the center. She 
wa s the widow of David 
Kosofsky. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late Samuel 
and Bessie (Movsovitz) Levine. 

She was a member of Temple 
Am David in Warwick. She was 
one of the founders of the Moth
ers Association of Temple Beth 
David when it had been on Oak
land Avenue. 

She leaves a daughter, Elaine 
Lieberman of North Providence; 
a son, Howard Kosofs ky of 
Warwick; a brother, Gabriel 
Levine of Oakland Park, Fla .; 
and two grandchildren. 

A graveside fu nera l service 

was held Jan. 13 at Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Post Road, Warwick. 
Buria l fo llowed. Service was 
coordinated by Mount Sinai 
Memoria l Chapel, 825 Hope St., 
Providence. 

ROSE MILLER 
EAST PROVIDENCE-Rose 

Miller, 87, of East Shore Apart
men ts, East Shore Circle, a sec
retary for former Rhode Island 
Gov. J. Howard McGrath, died 
Jan. 15 at home. She was the 
widow of Daniel Miller. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter ·of the late Max and Esther 
(Prebluda) Shore, she li ved in 
East Providence for the last 22 
years, previously . residing in 
Providence. 

She at tended the former 
Rhode Is land College of Educa
tion. She a lso worked for the 
Rhode Is la nd Department of 
Probation. 

She was a member of Temple 
Emanu-EI and its Sisterhood. 
She was a member of Hadassah, 
the Miriam Hospital Women's 
Association and the Women's 
Association of the Jewish Home 
for the Aged. She was a Miriam 
Hospital historian . 

She leaves a son, Donald E. 
Miller of East Providence; a 
brother, Harry Shore of Jupiter, 
Fla. ; three g randchildren and 
three great-g randchildren. She 
was the mother of the late 
Marilyn Jacobs and sis ter of the 
late Hyman and Maurice Shore. 

The funeral was held Jan. 17 
at Mount Sinai Memorial 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 

ParkCemetery,Post Road, War
wick. 

DR. CLARA LOITMAN 
SMITH 

TUCSON, Ariz. - Dr . Clara 
Loitrna n Smith died on Jan. 16, 
in Tucson after a brief ill ness. 
Born in 1900 in Boston, Mass., 
to Morris and Fannie Loitrnan, 
she was 96 years old. She gradu
ated from Tufts Medical School 
in 1923 when women in medi
cine were extremely rare. Dur
ing the next 10 years, her medi
cal career included activities that 
mirror important chapters in 
American medical his tory such 
as riding ambulances during 
diphtheria epidemics in New 
York. The you ngest o f the four 
Loitman "girls," the late Esther 
Loitrnan Grossman of Quincy, 
the late Rose Lerner a practic
ing attorney in Boston, and the 
late Jud ge Jennie Loitman 
Barron, the first woman judge 
of the Massachusetts Superior 
Court, Smith was, like her sis
ters, active in a wide range of 
charitable and socia l activities 
in add ition to her medica l work. 
An ea rly champion of women's 
rights, and proper care for well 
babies, she vo lunteered a great 
deal of her time to various area 
clinics. 

In 1932, she married Dr. Jo
seph Smith of Providence, R.l. , 
who until his dea th in 1966 was 
the Superintendent of Hea I th of 
Providence. As soon as she was 
licensed to practice in Rhode 
Island, she established a lim
ited practice that was devoted 
primarily to clinical work, per-
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mitting her to direct most of ber 
energies tq raising her four chil
d ren born between 1933 and 
1940. 

Wi th many of the male doc
tors ca lled into the armed ser
vices, including her own hus
band, Dr. Smi th was forced to 
expand her practice. For five 
years, the pictu re of Dr. Smith 
driving around Providence 
making house calls with three 
or four of her young children in 
the car was a common sight. 
Between her practice, her chil
dren, and managing her house
hold, the question was when 
did she sleep. The answer was 
she rarely did. 

During the next 20 years she 
and her husband, known popu
larly as Dr. Clara and Dr. Joe, 
became public personalities 
both admi red and loved. These 
were the years of recurring polio 
epidemics, and the introduction 
of polio vaccine that brought an 
end to these epidemics. In addi
tion to her private practice, hos
pital and clinic work Dr. Clara 
was appoi nted the college physi
cian o f Rhode Is land College 

where she served until her retire
ment in 1976. Wi th a ll of this, she 
also was active in many civic or
ganizations, particularly Hadas
sah and the Rhode Island Lung 
Associa tion,and traveled widely 
to Europe, Israel, Afri ca, and the 
Far East. In recogni tion of her 
ex t raordinary ta le nts a nd 
achievements, she was named 
Rhode Island Motherof the Year 
in 1965. 

She spent the firs t 13 years of 
her retirement in Sarasota, Fla., 
and then went to Washington, 
D.C., where she spent the next 
six years. In her 80s and 90s she 
still managed to visit the great 
wall in China, go on safari in 
Kenya a nd climb Mont St. 
Michel in France. 

She is survived by her four 
chi ld.ren, Ruth Baker-Baltist of 
Chevy Chase, Md ., Deborah 
WeintraubofTucson,Ariz.,Pro
fessor Charles William Smith of 
White Plains, N.Y., and Profes
sor David Lee Smith of Cincin
na ti , Ohio; 11 grandchildren, 
and nine great-grandchildren. 

Services were held on Jan. 19 
in Canton, Mass. 

Ed Ginsberg Dies at 79 
by Cleveland Jewish News 
CLEVELAND QTA) - Ed

ward Ginsberg, a lawyer and 
co-founder of the Cleveland Jew
ish News, has died . He was 79. 

One of the prime movers be
hind world cooperation in fund
raising in Israel, and the firs t 
national chairman of the United 
Jewish Appea l, he built a home 
for himself and family in Israel, 
where he li ved part of the year. 

When asked about his theory 
of fund-raising, Ginsberg said, 
"Fund-raising is really who's the 
guy who asks. How good is he? 
Wha t contacts does he have?" 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., and 
raised in Cleveland, Ginsberg 

gradua ted from the University 
of Michigan and Harvard Law 
School. 

Ginsberg was a·life trustee of 
the Jewish Community Federa
tion of Cleveland and a past 
president of Anshe Chesed
Fairmount Temple. 

He also was vice president of 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
and a past d irectorofEI Al Israel 
Airlines and of the Fi rst Israel 
Bank and Trust Co. 

An avid sports enthusiast, 
Gi nsberg was a pa rtner in the 
New York Yankees baseball 
team, a past director of the Chi
cago Bulls and a part-owner of 
Thistledown Race Track. 

.'The End of the 
War in Europe ... ' 

'The End of the War in Eu
rope and the Occupationof.Ger
many" will be .the topic of a 
Community College of Rhode 
Island World War II History 
Round ta blemeetingonFeb.6at 
7 p .m. in Room 2510 at the 
Knight Campus in Warwick. 

Guest speakers will be Col. 
Robert E. Golosov, constabu-

lary,commander ofOutpostNo. 
1; Edward J. Lis ton, CCR! presi
dent and a member of the con
stabula ry in the postwar occu
pation of Germany; and Walter 
Schroder, author of Stars and 
Swastikas: The Boy Who Wore Two 
Uniforms. 

For more informa ti on, con
tact Jack Sbrega a t 455-6065. 

'The One-Way Ride' . 
by Herb Brown 

I know that someday we're all bound to take a "one-way ride," 
And tha t will be "the sweetest trip of all." 
There' ll be no need to take a purse when we're riding in that 

hearse, · 
'Cause heaven isn't "zoned" for shopping malls. 
When we arrive we' ll know that we' re in heaven, 
With earthly chores we' ll never have to fuss, 
It wou ld be nice if we could write the folks back home, 
And tell them not to worry over us. 

Now we've a ll had our "ups and downs" and disappoint-
ments, too, 

And we have su re ly had our share of love, 
Ah, bu t we cannot ru n away from the things we did today, 
For that is what we must be proudest of. 
You know, we have a space that's been allotted , 
And we should be g lad to know it's not "the end," 
So have your cry then laugh and smi le, bu t don 't feel sad, 
'Cause we' ll still have our family and friends . 
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Medical Center Announces Conference 
Israel's Ambassador to the 

Un ited Sta tes, Eliahu Ben 
Elissar, will be the featured 
speaker for the firs t Nor th 
American Conference of the 
American Committee for Sha are 
ZedekMedical Center in Jerusa
lem, which wi ll take p lace on 
Feb.16 to 19, in Newport Beach, 
Calif., at the Hyatt Newporter 
Resort. 

"We've formulated a perfect 
blend of enlightenment and en
joyment in a wa'rm atmosphere," 
declared Charles H. Bendheim, 
national president of the Ameri
can Committee, in making the 
announcement. 

"Our participants will be able 
to mix seminars and discussions 
on important political and 
health issues with fun-in-the
sun pursuits and just plain re
laxing." 

Elissar previously served as 
Israe l's first Ambassa dor to 
Egypt, chairman of the Knesset's 
Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee, a delegate to the 
Madrid Peace Conference and 
director-general of the prime 
minister's office. 

Dr. Daniel Kurtzer of the U.S. 
State Department's !lureau of 

Jewish Heritage 
(Continued from Page 3) 

gan to obsess her. 
For a year, she stole minutes 

at the synagogue and returned 
to the church to sob in guilt. 

The principal learned of her 
endeavors and he warned her to 
stop. 

But seven months later, 
Mordechai realized there was a 
vacuum inside her when she 
looked at her minis terial texts. 
Though she was well schooled 
in visions of hell fire, she began 
to question the existence of G-d. 

"Deep in the heart of every 
Jew there is a belief in one G-d 
thatwillnotdie," Mordechaisaid. 

For more than a year, 
Mordechai spent her days pray
ing for the G-d of Israel to lead 
her to the truth. She thought she 
had gone mad. 

But one day, members of a 
church group brought Chabad 
leaflets.in'to the minis try. 

Mordechai took one and hid 
it under her mattress. . 

Though she knew it was 
strictly forbidden, she resol ved 
to contact a rabbi. Although mail 
was censored and private phone 
calls were out of the ques tion, a 
rabbi's letter in a plain brown 
envelope finally arrived for her. 

As Mordechai had to give a 
strict accounting of her time, it 
was very hard to set up even a 
20-minute meeting. 

The first appointment fell 
through, for Mordechai had to 
tell the principal where she was 
going. 

"He yell ed at me all after
noon," Mordechai sa id. " He 
said 'You're playing with fire. 
There's something wrong with 
your soul."' 

The appointment cam e a 
week later, for the rabbi advised 
her to tell no one of the meeting. 
He suggested she spend two 
weeks with an Orthodox fam
ily. 

She replied lhat shecould nol 
simply leave for two weeks, and 
sa id she wasn't ready to throw 
away the first25 years of her life 

Intelligence and Research and 
Dennis Prager, noted author, 
television and radio commenta
tor and Middle East expert will 
a lso engage in discussions with 
conference participants. 

In addition, conferees will be 
able to hear about recent <level-

Ambassador Eliahu Ben Elissar 

opments on important health 
issues from Shaare Zedek phy
sicians, and take part in semi
narson heartdisease,strokeand 
aging, and cancer. 

for this pulling towards Jews. 
Then she watched the rabbi 
drive away. 

But two weeks later, s he 
looked at her roommates' s leep
ing faces at 5 a.m. and knew she 
had to leave. Withonly8pounds 
to her name, she hid in a ware
house and contacted the rabbi. 

He picked her up, gave her a 
suitcase full of clothes and took 
her to an English Orthodox fam
ily where she would serve as a 
nanny for months. 

Later, she emigra ted to Is
rael, where she presently resides 
with her husba nd and three 
sons. 

Although these actions 
caused her parents great _pain, 
they visited her years later in 
Israel. One evening after din
ner, her mother stepped into the 
kitchen to tell her daughter 
about how she had miraculously 
survived life-threatening sur
gery for cancer about a decade 
before. 

" I only said one prayer on 
the operating table," said her 
d evoutly Christian mother. 
"That was the sh'ma." 

The lighter side of the confer
ence lists entertainment, kosher 
haute cuisine plus activities and 
facilities such as golf, tennis, 
volleyball, boating, fishing, 
beach sitting, visiting a health 
spa, and shopping at Fashion 
Island. 

The resortis40 miles sou th of 
Los Angeles and 30 minutes 
from Disneyland. 

Only a limited number of 
rooms have been reserved, avail
able on a-first-come, first-serve 
basis at $116 per night. Confer
ence fee, which includes all 
meals, is $400 per person. 

For more information or to 
reserve a placeatthisinaugural, 
contact Marsha Tenenbaum, 
phone: (212) 354-8801, (800) 346-
1592 or fax: (212) 391-2674. 

Shaare Zedek Medical Cen
ter in Jerusa lem opened its doors 
in 1902 as the ci ty's first Jewish 
hospi tal outside the walls of the 
Old City, and moved into its 10-
s tory, 500-bed facility in 1979. 
Blending state-of-the-art medi
ca l care with traditional com
passion, it treats more than 
200,000 patients annually. It is 
currently building a comprehen
sive Woman and Infant Center. 

Net 
(Continued from page 3) 

into the wall that very night. 
According to Ravitz, those 

not on line at Beth Sholom will 
not be left out. 

"We know that everyone 
does not have access, and we 
are careful to use other chan
nels," he said. 

Hartman does not think the 
new and powerful device poses 
any threat to traditional syna
gogue Judaism by potentially 
obliterating the need to gather. 

"Judaism is based in the 
home," Hartman said. "The 
ability to tap into modern tech
nology will only help the reli
gion." 

Congregation Beth Sholom 
may be reac hed a t http:// 
users.ids.net/ -bethshol / home. 
html and CongregationAhavath 
Achim may be reached at http: 
/ /www.ici.net/cust_pages/ 
hartman/hartman.html. 

The Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
encourages a ll regional syna
gogues with web pages to send 
in their internet addresses for 
publication. 

UMass Dartmouth Achieves 
Innovation, Recognition 

The fall 1996 edition of U.S. News and World Report placed 
UMass Dartmouth in the top 36 engineering schools without 
a doctorate. UMass Dartmouth's doctorate in electrical engi, 
neering, with a marine electronic emphasis, was too new to be 
included, according to College of Engineering Dean Dr. Tho
mas J. Curry. 

A new curriculum to be developed with a $180,000 grant 
from the Davis Educational Forum will combine classes in 
physics, chemistry, mathematics, engineering and English to 
crea te a lea rning and problem-solving environment which 
more closely resembles studen ts' future engi neering careers. 

UMass Dartmouth chancellor Peter Cressy sa id , "This 
innovation promises to reduce the engineering drop-out rate 
and to increase the number of qualified engineers who gradu
ate from the UMass program a t a time when our knowledge
based economy needs them." 

CLASSIFIED 
ENTERTAINMENT 

SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS - Have fun with 
our sports/entertainment line today!!! 1-900-
526-5800. ext. 7229. $2.99 per min. Must be 
18. 216197 

STEVE YOKEN ENTERTAINMENT -Profes
sional disc jockey. Weddings ·our specialty. 
Package includes elegant string quartet for 
cocktail hour. (508) 679-1545. 5/22197 

FOR RENT 

OAK HILL. Walk to shul. 4 bedrooms, new 
bath, updated kitchen , laundry, garage. Call 
(617) 639-9390. 1/30/97 

HELP WANTED 

FRIENOL Y OUTGOING PERSON to work part
time in senior adult dept. Yiddish or Russian 
speaking a plus. Please send letter of intent to 
Sue Robbio, c/o JCCRI, 401 Elmgrove Ave., 
Providence, R.I. 02906 1/30/97 

GIRLS WANTED FROM RI, CT, MA, between 
6-19, to compete in th is year's 1997 New 
England pageants. Over $20,000 in prizes 
and scholarships, including a trip to nationals 
in Las Vegas. Call today, 1-800-367-2125 
ext. 2139. 2120/97 

GROWING, HEALTH-BASED company seeks 
self-motivated persons interested in home
based business opportunity with the poten
tial for solid income. Little investment re
quired. Call 1-800-567-4426. CTl 16936. 

2113/97 

JOB WANTED 

RETIRED CARPENTER looking for small jobs. 
Finish work and repair jobs. 461-3710 

4/1 0/97 

PAINTING 

ALL TYPES OF PAINTING. Decks restored , 
power wash ing. Copperfield's Preservation. 
Call David, 1-800-390-2050. 3/6197 

WE~SIT A referra l service for 
:: ''--" companions to the 

elderly, since 1967 
• ,;,,:., t 

tiffiiR ~01-421-1213 

DONALD C ARD 
~ Professional Paper Hanger 
"~ Interior Painting 

Certified by the Paper Hanging Institute, NJ 

Free Estimates • Residential or Commercial 

(401) 461-1060 • 941-4365 

REAL ESTATE 

APARTMENT - six rooms, second floor, 
clean quiet and safe. Located off Post Road 
on Harrington Ave. in Warwick. New healing 
system. We prefer one or two people. $500 
monthly (no utilities) owner occupied. 781-
3167. Alan Greenberg 1/23/97 

SEND CLASSBOX CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R. I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents 
each. Payment must be received by Monday at 
4 p.m. ·prior to the Thursday when the ad is 
scheduled to a'ppear.This newspaper will not, 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the R.l. Fair Housing Act 
and Section 804 (C) ofTitle VIII of the 1968 Civil 
Rights Act. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwelling/housing accommodations ad· 
vertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

i5.60 
That's all 
it costs to 
reach our 
readers. 

Call 
724-0200 

Getting Engaged? 
Beautiful estate 

diamond rings available 
Call Pa-ulene Jewelers 

2 7 4 -9460 

Antique Refinishing 
PROFESSIONAL STRIPPING ~ 

REGLUEING • REPAIRS 
CALL SHAF 

434-0293 • 458-7306 
Free Estimates • Pick-Up, Delivery 

fi'!lla 
WI 

We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or a Full House 

5Jlre 0,n,.,ifµutwit 
:iJwm 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUSffiS 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen • (508) 336-3228 
DAILY l OTO 5, SUNDAY 12 TO 5 

I CUSSiFiEiiS 1 
I I 
I I I Category _________________ I 
I Message __________________ I 
I ___________ I 
I ___________ I 
I ___________ I 
I ___________ I 

I -----~----- I I ___________ I 
I ___________ I 
I ___________ I 
I Name ________________ I 
I Address _________________ I 
I I 
I ----------- I I Phone ________________ I 
I No. Words ____ Oate(s) Run________ I 
I To include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses I 
I :;::~:ea::~~!!:. ~~~:e~~~~;~ab:~e~:~:~~rM~~~a~0~~~~ ~;,~•;~~ I 
f the Thursday on wh,ch the ad ,s to appear. 10% discount g,ven for ads running I 
I continuously for one year. I 

Tl k V RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 
1 mn 100. P.O. aox 6063, PROVIDENCE, A.I. 02940 

L-----~--------------~ 

I 
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Friends of All Ages 
Take Their Seats 

When you come to the Uni
versity of Rhod e Is la nd Col
lege of Engineer ing's ·new 
hi gh-tech aud ito riu m in the 
spring, yo u may see a n a lum 
from 1995 ta king a sea t nex tto 
one from 1942. Or a t leas t thei r 
names, a nyway. 

The co llege bega n offeri ng 
alumni and friends an opportu
nity to p lace their names on the 
sea ts in the new auditorium as 
part of the URJ capital campaign. 
Alumni of all ages have chosen 
this way to make a difference to 
thecollege,and at the same time 
leave a li ttle bit of themselves 
behind. 

So far, at $1,000 each, nearly 
30 sea ts have been underwrit
ten in the 150-seat auditorium. 

Mark Felag '84, '90, a chief 
civi l engi neerof materials fo r the 
Rhode Is land Department of 

Transporta tion, thought the chair 
campaign presented the perfect 
opportuni ty to give. "I would 
cha llenge all of my classmates to 
buy a chai r, or fi nd some other 
way to help out the university 
and the college," he said. 

C lassma tes Joseph Bernat 
and his friend George Helsens, 
who graduated from the college 
in 1956, p lan to be seen sitting 
together for eternity. The two 
have . requested their named 
sea ts to be next to one another in 
the auditorium. Over the past 
40 years, Helsens, who lives in 
California,and Bernat, who lives 
in Ohio, have kept in touch with 
one another. The cha irs are just 
one more link. 

For more information, or to 
reserve you r seat at the new 
engi neeringcomplex,ca ll Debra 
Medeiros at 874-2645. 

Get Your Vitamin C From Israel 
Providence Hadassa h is ordering Jaffa ora nges fro m Israel, to be 

deli vered ea rly in March. 
The oranges, a nd some ruby red grapefruit, will be sold fo r the 

benefit of new immigrants attending the Hadassa h Career Coun
seling Institute . 

Everyone is urged to get an ex tra dose of Vitamin C, di rect fro m 
Israel, by o rdering a t least one case o f the fruit (a t $30 each). Ca ll 
Hannah Rita Mille'n a t 245-8440 now a nd ge t your order in. 

Give a Valentine's Gift From the Heart 
The America n Heart Asso

cia tion, R.I. Affili ate, is now sign
ing up companies, organiza tions 
and institutions for its Hearts in 
Bloom campaign - a Valen
tine's Day tulip exchange to sup
port the fi ght agains t hea rt dis
ease and s troke. 

Orders need to be placed and 
paid for by Jan. 31. On Valen
tine's Day, volunteers from the 

American Heart Association wi II 
deliver group orders to the orga
ni za tions, before noon. A fi ve
stemmed tulip bouquet costs $6; 
a glass vase costs just $4 more. 
Gift cards are provided free. 

Individuals interested in co
ord ina ting a Hearts In Bloom 
drive a t their company should 
ca ll the Ameri can Heart Asso
ciationbefore jan.31 at728-5300. 

ATTENTION LANDLORDS AND HOMEOWNERS: 
SQLVE REPAIR PROBLEMS 

Carpentry • Pointing • Wailpopering • Small Household Repa irs 

EAST SIDE PROPERTY SERVICES Call 24 hours - 72S-440S 

The Camera Werks 
764 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 

(40 I) 273-5367 (273-LENS) 

FILM DEVELOPING 

FREE! 
2nd Set of 

Color Prints* 

or 

35mm [ii 110 , 
126 -
Disc , , 

FREE! 
Roll of Fuji 

24 exp. Film* 

110 
35mm 
only 

1 2 EXP. $2.99 
24 EXP. $6.99 
36 EXP. $8.99 

2 Sets of 3" Glossy Prints or 1 set of 3" 
Prints and 1 roll of ISO 100 24 exp. Fuji Film 

See store for details ·C-41 Only 

Building Bridges at URI 
Such steady hands: Academy of Torah student Tama r Andelman tests a bridge she helped 

construc t during University of Rhode Island ' s recent Physics Days. More than 700 high school 
physics students attended the workshops. 

Scotland 
(Cont inued from Page 12) 

Dress in layers, and remem
ber tha t ba re skin is vul nerable 
skin. There a re insects ca lled 
midges and clegsabroad in Scot
land in the summer, and they 
a re persis tent. So wear sleeves 
and long pants, or bri ng your 
insect repellent a long. 

Temperaturescha ngeasoften 
as sky cond itions, and I found a 
cotton blend (60/ 40) shirt, a cot
ton swea ter, summer weight chi
nos (they dry more rapidly than 
jeans) and a windbreaker a grea t 
combination fo r almost any day 
or evening. Women who will be 
city-hopping will need a pack
able, graceful long skirt - skirts 
are still very approved in the more 
traditiona l a reas of Scotland . 
Don' t bri ng an American um
brella. Plan to buy one in Scot
land. 

Bring your camera and a lot 
of fi lm, which you wi ll ca rry in 
a lead-lined film bag (available 
a t your camera store). I took 13 
rolls of fi lm in three weeks, and 
I ended up with a fu ll a lbum of 
beautiful pictu res I' ll treasure 
a ll my li fe. Bu_t I d idn' t ration 
my film . I saw so mething I 
wanted to take a picture of, I 
fired away a couple of times, 
and then pu t the camera away. 
I was very careful not to let pic
ture taking get in the way of my 
actual experiencing of the si tua
tion. If I got it- fine. If I didn' t 
-fine. At least I didn' t ded ica te 
m uch rea l time in Scotland to 
fu ture time in America. 

I saved ferry stubs, tickets, 
sales slips, map pieces, postcards, 
and bits and pieces of the natural 
world, and every night - EV
ERY NIGHT - before I let my-

Your local source for everything Jewish is .. . 

Religious items, books, gifts, artwork, toys, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah items: ta/lit, kipot, kiddush cups, etc. 

I SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY I 
77 Burlington Street - off Hope Street, Providence, RI 

454-4775 - M-Th 10-6, Fr 9:30-2, Sun 10-2 

PATRICIA GAZA 
(401 ) 421-3388 

Fine Quality Hand-Knotted Rugs 
Showroom: J & K Design Center 

1253 Hartford Avenue 
Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

~ ~ Rlt&l,.~MWtsl m 

-
J&K DESIGN CENTEA 

1253 HatrordAV9nUe 
Johnston. RI 

- ·-

self go to sleep, I entered the day 
in my log book - impressions, 
quotes, mileage, p laces seen, ex
penses, new experiences, the 
color of an unknown beetle or an 
unfami lia r flower, the construc
tion of an old (Stone Age) fort, or 
a medieval church or a clan 
lead er's tomb. Haphaza rdly, 
wi thout editing, it's all there, in 
one book. Twenty years from 
now, if! takeout that book, much 
0f the trip will be there for me, 
preserved within its pages. 

!n a il the days and nights I' ve 
spent in Sco tland , and during 
the fo ur yea rs my daughter 
spe nt a t the U niversi ty o f 
Glasgow, we never heard an 
anti-Semitic remark or saw any 
,signs of anti-Semi tic vanda lism. 

BCC Offers Free 
Web Fair 

Do you need directions to get 
onto the Information Superhigh
way? Or would you jus t like a 
tour, so you know what your 
kids are talking about? 

The Bristol Community Col
lege Learning Resources Center 
will offer a free World Wide 
Web Fair on Feb. 2, from noon to 
4 p .m. Staff will provide dem
ons trations, training,and expla
nations about the modern phe
nomenon of the Internet, and 
give visitors the opportunity to 
"surf the Net. " 

The LRC has recently setup a 
bank of computers on the main 
floor of the library, d edica ted to 
giving the public use o f the 
resources-found on the Internet. 

The access is ava ilable when 
the LRC is open, seven days a 
week. For more info rmation, cal I 
(508) 678-2811, ext. 2103. 

R/Jode lsla11d's Oldest 
Stamp/Coin Dealer 

Check Out Our 
Tremendous Stamp 

Inventory! 
WARWICK COIN 

613 Warwick A,,e. 
Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 467-4450 


