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Jewish Social History Program 
at Touro Synagogue on Dec. 29 

Palestinian Authority 
Arrests Terrorists 

by Israel Line Netanyahu noted . The prime 
"Jewi sh Socia l Hi story: A 

Se nse o f Place in Ne wport, 
Rhode Island , Savannah, Geor
gia and Kingston, British West 
Indies," will be presented by 
Holly Snyd er at the his toric 
Touro Synagogue in Newport, 
on Dec. 29 af2 p .m. 

The program is being spon
sored by the Touro Heritage 
Trust. 

Snyder, the Touro Heritage 
Trust Fellow at the John Ca rter 
Brown Library, is a doctoralcan
didate at Brandeis University in 
the History of American Civili
zation program. She has worked 
as an archivist for the American 
Jew is h Hi s torical Society , 
Wa ltham, Mass, and the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in_ Washington, D.C. She also 
served as acting director of Oral 
H istory a t the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and is a con
tributor to the £11cyclopedia of 
Jewish Wo111e11 in America. 

A senior Palestinian Police minister denied that the Pales
offi cial sa id there has been sub- ti nians possess missiles. 
stantial progress in the investi- Netanyahu explained that the 
ga tion into the recent terroris t government has reacted to the 
a ttack on a n Israeli family near recent terroris t a ttack in two 
the settlement of Beit-El, Israel ways: a stern message to Pales
Rad io, Kol Yisrae/, reported . tini a n Au thority Chairma n 

The inves ti ga ti on has re- Yasser Arafat and the closure 
vea led that the gu nmen were on Ramallah, as well as the bol
carryi ng out orders received stering of settlements through 
from the Damascus-based head- their designation as na tiona l 
quarters of the Popular Front fo r priority areas. _ 
the Liberation of Palestine. The prime minister reiterated 

At the sa me time, the IDF that the government would not 
lifted the closure on Ramallah expand Beit-El. 
imposed shortl y after the attack. "All of the surrounding land 
An offi cial from the IDF's Cen- is priva te land belonging to Ar
tral Command noted that the abs. There is a decision not to 
Ramallah region remains closed expropriate private land for the 
to Israelis. purposes of settlement. Thecor-

Ha'aretz reported that Prime recttimetoannouncenew seltle
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ments will be in discussions on 
told the Knesset Committee on a final settlement. Until then, 
Foreign Affa irs and Defense that we will not establish any new 
the Pales tinian Authori ty has settlements," he said. 
arrested several suspects in the At the same time, the prime 
dri ve-by shooting attack. minister stressed that the gov-

The prime minister confirmed ernment would not freeze con
that warnings had been received struction which is required to 
o f a poss ibl e a tt ack o n the accommodate natu ra l popula
Ra malla h bypass road . "The lion grow th in existing se ttl e
warnings did not cause the Pal- ments. 

The program will al so include 
a memorial tribute to Touro his
tori an, Bernard Kusinitz, who 
passedaway onOct. 31. Kusinitz 
was instrumenta l in es tablish
ing the Touro Synagogue Ar
chi ves, which contain docu
ments chronicling the his tory of 
the Jewish community in the 
Newport area from the colonial 
era to the present. 

Holly Snyder 

estinian Authority to act against Netanyahu expressed hope 
the Popular Front,and only after that talks on the Hebron red e
the attack they did begi n to op- ployment would be renewed 
erate against PFLP members," and noted that four issues have 
he sa id . yet to bi, resolved: the IDF'sright A reception wi ll follow the 

program. Admission is free. Res-

Gilman Criticizes Swiss 
WASHINGTON - Con

gressman Benjamin A. Gilman 
(20th-N Y), chairma n of the 
House International Relations 
Committee, sa id on Dec. 11 that 
Swiss cooperation in the search 
fo r Jewish assets plundered by 
the Nazis during the Holocaust 
has not been fo rthcoming, and 
that his committee would hold 
a hea ring on thi s issue in Janu
ary. 

In a s ta tement to the House 
Banking Committee's hea ring 
on the disposition of assets d e
posited in Swiss ba nks by Nazi 
victims, Gi lman sa id that de
spitecrea tion of an ind ependent 
commission to exa mine es ti 
mates that Swiss banks may hold 
as much as $7 billion in Jewish 
asse ts, " full coopera ti on of the 
Swiss government and a ll its 
financia l institut ions, s till re
mains lo be achi eved ." 

"The cooperat ion level of the 

The Rhode /sla11d Jewish 
Herald wi ll be publi shed a 

day la te nex t week because 
the offi ces wi II be closed 

on Dec. 24 and 25. 

Swiss government remains in
complete. To date, not one indi
vidual has been remunerated. 
Holocaust survivors are dying 
at the rate of 10,000 per year. 
Accordingly, our International 
Relations Committee, early next 
yea r, will review the subject of 
restitution in all of its forms," 
Gilman stated . 

"Efforts to reclaim heirless 
Jewish property in countries 
such as Poland are being sta lled, 
just as the endeavor to ex tract 
Jewish assets from Swiss banks 
has been slow in bringing about 
the desired result." 

"Ma ny pri ce less Jewi s h
owned asse ts have been lost for
ever," Gilman stated , including 
''. hundreds of millions of do l
lars of paintings, jewelry and 
other precious objects stolen by 
the Nazis and stored in Swiss 
vaults." 

"The world wid e Jewish com
munity, and lhe heirs oflheover 
6 million Jews who peri shed , 
have the moral and legal ri ght 
lo reclaim their properly. I hope 
that today's hearing contributes 
lo a full and impartial resolu
ti on of the question of Holocaust
era assets held in Swiss banks." 

ervations are requested, 847-
0810, or fax : 847-8121. In the last month, Israel has to hot pursuit after a terroris t 

received reports that the Pales- at tack; the opening of A
tinians are building a "violent Shouada Road and Hebron's 
option" and are arming them- casba; and the arming of_ Pales
selves through various means, tinian Police. 

Nervous? You're Kidding! 
Total ly al ease, these young ladies a t ASDS are ready for the signal lo enter the auditorium 

al the Zimriyahon Dec. 15. See Jewish Community page for more pic tures. Hcrn ldphotobyA/15011 Smith 

• 



INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 

'Caring' Program 
Seeks Nominations 

The Ann and Gil Anderson 
Memorial Youth Caring for Oth
ers Awards program has pro
gramsestablished in thestateof 
Rhode Island and in New York 
City. Itprovideseducational and 
training opportunities, encour
agement and recognition to 
youth, who, on a voluntary ba
sis, provide one of the highest 
valued human qualities to their 
fellow human beings - the 
quality of caring. 

The Youth Caring for Others 
Program is available to youth of 
all ethnic, religious, cultural and 
racial backgrounds. The awards 
component of the program is 
designed for high school jun
iors and seniors, with an estab
lished C average or above, as 
well as youth served by a facil
ity that assists them with their 
individual physical challenges 
or other personal needs, and, 
who are 17 or 18 years of age. 

Persons nominated for an 
award must be tobacco, alcohol, 
illegal drug/ other illegal sub
stances free. 

The person nominated must 
have an estab li shed "track 
record" of caring for others, on a 

Rhode Island's Oldest 
Stamp/Coin Dealer 

Check Out Our . . 
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Invent~ry! 
WARWICK COIN 

· 613 Warwick Ave. 
Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 467-4450 

voluntary basis, for a minimum 
of one full year. One or multi pie 
caring activities during the year 
are acceptable. 

The individual young person 
must be nominated by an adult. 
Youth who receive payment/ 
benefit for their caring activities 
are not eligible for this award. 
School credit is acceptable. Rec
ognition is provided to individu
als, not to groups or organiza
tions. 

Youth groups, organizations 
that serve youth, high schools 
and others with a youth group 
component are encouraged to 

_obtain information nomination 
forms. Only one person may be 
nominated by a high school, 
separa te groups within a high 
schoQI, human services agency, 
facility serving youth with dis
abilities and others. 

lytany young people are of
fering very meaningful and 
needed caring activities for oth
ers. It is important for the com
munity to provide educational 
programs, training opportuni
ties, encouragement and recog
nition for such voluntary efforts 
on the part of our youth. 

For nomination forms, write 
to John Anderson, 1038 Main 
Ave., Warwick,02886-1960. En
close a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope when requesting a 
nomination form. Completed 
nomination forms must bepostc 
marked no_.Iater than March 1. 
Youth selected to receive 1997 
awards will be recognized at a 
Youth .Caring for Others Con
ferenceinApril. Awardsinclude 
certificates, plaques and/ or cash 
scholarships. http: / /www.Glen 
Co-Associates.com/ caring.htrn 
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Feinstein Adds $2 Million 
to Foundation Endowment 

Already the largest living do
nor to The Rhode Island Founda-

. tion, philanthropist Alan Shawn 
Feinstein and the Feinstein Foun
dation have added $2 million to 
the endowment the Feinstein 
family maintains. 

"The Rhode Island Founda
tion has proven to be a good 
partner in the areas that most 
concern us," said Feinstein. 
"They manage our investment 
in philanthropy well, and are 
responsive to both our issues 
and our grantees." 

"lt'sa mutual admiration so
ciety," responded foundation 
president, Ronald V. Gallo. 
"Alan Shawn Feinstein and the 
Feinstein Foundation have led 
us with their vision of commu
nity s~rvice in the schools and 

their concern for the hungry." 
Gallo pointed out that The 

Rhode Island Founda tionand the 
Feinstein Foundation have 
teamed up on several projects, 
including a monthly humanitar
ian award, annual recognition of 
the state's best food pantries,and 
expansionofFein-stein'sseveral
year-old community service pro
grams, now in most of the state's 
public and private schools." And 
this is in addition to the many 
other grants the fund makes ev
ery year." 

The Feinstein Family Fund is 
defined as a "supporting orga
niza tion" to the foundation, 
which enables family members 
to remain actively involved in 
the fund's administration and 
grantmaking. 

Feinstein Program Announces 
Community Service Award 

To recognizeindividuals who 
through their community ser
vice efforts make a positive dif
ference in the lives of others, 
The Feinstein Foundation has 
established three Feinstein En
riching America Awards at the 
University of Rhode Island. 

URI's Center for Service 
Learning and University Year 
for Action seeks nominations of 
current undergraduate stu
dents, faculty , staff or alumni 
for the aw~rds. · · 

Awardsof$500will be made 
in the f<lculty-staff and alumni 
categories. A $500 voucher good 
at the University Bookstore will 
be awarded to the student win
ner.A universitycomrnitteewill 
r\!view nominations and make 
selections. 

Nominees must meet the fol
lowing conditions: 

• Perform significant volun
teer work with an organization 
devoted to community service 
or otherwise make a significant 
contribution to his or her com
munity. 

• Demonstrate a commit
ment to the organization's goals 
to enhance the quality of the 
community. 

• Make an unuS'ual contribu
tion of time, expertise or leader
ship. 

Award winners will be se
lected from the finalists in each 
category. 

Finalists will be announced 
·in the spring.of 1997. 

For further information or to 
nominate a deserving indi
vidual, contact Miche lle A. 
Eaker, URI coordinator of the 
Feinstein Enriching American 
Program at 874-5527. 
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Ancient Games 
Appear at Library 

A display of ancient games 
from various locations and cul
tures around the world will be 
featured at the Barrington Pub
lic Library during the month of 
January. The games ar-e care
fully fashioned in wood and 
their origins have been meticu
lous ly researched by artist/ 
craftsmen Steve Reininger and 
John Riedel. 

In talking about the games, 
Reiningeremphasizesthatmost 
of the research into the meaning 
of them was done at the Bar
rington Public Library, so he is 
pleased to see them exhibited 
there. The games will be hung 
on the wall for easy viewing, 
and will be accompanied by 
brief texts explaining their rules 
and background. 

McBride 
Exhibits at East 

Greenwich Photo 
East Greenwich Photo pre

sents a "Best of ... " photogra
phy exhibit by Laurie McBride 
from now to Jan. 4. 

Holiday ga llery hours are: 
Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m. to 
9p.m., Wednesday through Fri
day 8 a.m. to 9 p .m., Saturday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday noon 
to5p.m. 

Thegalleryis located upstairs 
at631 Main St., EastGreenwich. 
Call 884-0220 or 398-2087 for 
more information. 

Dream and 
Create 

On Jan. 1 from 1 to 3 p.m. the 
Children's Museum of Rhode 
Island invites children 3 and up 
to invent new animals, create 
crazy ties and imagine new 
worlds as they engage in cre
ative drawing. Using multi
hued markers and evocativesce
narios, children can let their 
imaginations run wild. No reg
istration is required. There is no 
additional fee beyond the price 
of admission. 

The museum is located at 58 
Walcott St., in Pawtucket (726-
2591). 

YOU'RE LEAVING? 
Take time to let us know. 

Whenever and wherever you go. 
we want you to tell us al,out it. 
Us. Not the Post Office. They 
don·t tell us everything. you 
know! Call usat 724-0200. and 
keep in touch. 

Copies of the Herald 
are available at. .. 

Barney·s. Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders Book Shop. Garden City Ctr. 
Brooks. Reservoir Ave. 
Rainbow Bakery. Reservoir Ave. 

Providence 
and Vicinity 

Barney·s. East Avenue. Pawtucket 
Books on the Square. Wayland Square 

(on Angell! 
Hope Street Bagel. Hope St. 
East Side Prescription Center. Hope St. 
Swan Liquors. Hope St. 
Rhoda Juda ica. Burl ington St 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Dissent Between Local Scholars 
Reveals Complexities of Chanukah 

Halting of Israel's Peace 
Process Slows Progress on Its 

Feminist Front, Says Shalvi 
by Emily Torgan Kewish Community Reporter 

any people think they know 
the story of Chanukah, but 
does anyone truly under

stand it? 
Gloves came off when re li

g ious sch o la rs Rabbi Yosef 
Lipson of New England Rab
binical College and Professor 

_ Shaye Cohen of Brown Univer
sity compared interpreta tions of 
the seemingly familiar Talmu
dic tale at Congregation Beth 
Sholom on Dec. 12. 

Besides new perspectives, the 
debate gave a ttendees an un
usual opportunity to witness an 
example of the inte llectua l rifts 
now springing up between ye
s hi va and university-based 
scho lars. 

Because m odern Jewish 
learning is centered in these 
academies, the fissures between 
the study centers are creating 
different arenas for Jewish schol
arship that could eventually 
exert a polarizing influence on 

, ideas and observances. 
Both rabbis showed tha t the 

ta le itself, the inspiration for 
approxima tely 22 centuries of 
observance plus gifts, menorahs, 
blazing candles and countless 
scores of latkes, appears as a 
brief passage in the Talmud. 

Upon first reading, the pas
sage seems simple. 

According to the text, the 
eight days of Chanukah com
mence on the 25th of Kis lev. 
Lamentation and fasting are 
prohibited during those days. 

Before those eight days, the 
Greeks had entered the Temple 
and had ruined theoils intended 
to kindle the Temple lights. 
When the Hasmoneans (or 
Maccabees) defeated them, re
entered the Temple, and at
tempted to make light, their 
search yielded only a sole cruse 
of oil s till bearing the seal o f the 
high priest, but a miracle took 
p lace when the oil, only enough 
for a day, lasted for eight in
stead. 

While millions celebra te, 
some may wonder why this 
seemingly minor miracle was 
selected from the Talmud's 
many to obta in holiday s ta tus. 

According to Lipson, the tale 
was snatched up because it rep
resented a Jewish victory not 
solely over Greek soldiers, but 
over assimila tion and its divi
sive effects. The miracle of the 
oil that followed the military 
victory showed G-d had ac
cepted the Israelites' Oral Law, 
a unique bond between Him and 
his people. 

Compi led in the Mishnahand 
later in the expanded Talmud, 
Oral Law is a term for the body 
of works generated to interpret 

and complement the Written 
Law, or Torah. 

"The Talmud is based on 
miracles, but we do not believe 
based on miracles," Lipson ex
plained. "All of existence is a 
miracle." 

According to Lipson, the an
cient war's most dangerous 
fighting took place not between 
Israelites and Greeks, but 
amongst the Jews themselves, 
for some favored Hellenization 
and abandonment of Oral Law, 
while others wanted to retain a 
Jewish identity grounded in 
Oral Law. 

Taking up the M egilla t 
Taanit, a document which iden
tified special days and was even
tually preserved in the Talmud, 
Lipson read a passage that said 
G-d had performed his miracle 
of light on a Hasmonean meno
rah made not of gold, as de
manded by the Torah (Wri tten 
Law) but of iron, as permitted 
by Oral Law. 

"The Torah says a menorah 
must be fashioned from a single 
p iece of gold ," Lipson ex
plained. 

But when G-d performed the 
miracle of lig hts o n an iron 
menora h as recorded in the 
MegillatTaanit, said Lipson,He 
showed His approval o f both 
the Oral Law and its adherents. 

"When the miracle occurred 
it was a [di_vine] validation of 
Oral Law," Lipson said. "That's 
why the miracle of Chanukah is 
so important." 

But according to Cohen, the 
events recounted in the same 
passage probably never took 
place and their symbolic impor
tance s tems from altogether dif
ferent factors. 

"'Is it true?' is the wrong ques
tion," Cohen said. " I think the 
answer is 'No.' I' m fairly sure 
this did not happen." 

For Cohen, the story's mean
ing is far more important than 
its validity. 

"Because it's not true, we 
want to know what it means," 
Cohen said. 

According to Cohen, portions 
of the story were put in place to 
shift readers' attention away 
from the Maccabees towards 
G-d. 

Revered in the First Book of 
Maccabees, the Hasmoneans 
could easily be admired. 

" It was time to de-romanti
cize the Maccabees," Cohen 
said. "The rabbis of antiquity 
were ambivalent about them, 
a nd they were a sordid bunch 
by the time they were over-
thrown." · 

To dampen the story's politi
cal and military overtones, the 
a ncient rabbis pushed the tale 
into G-d's realm. 
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But when they told the Cha
nukah story, the rabbis inno
cently revealed a great deal 
about their own Hellenization, 
Cohen said . 

"They established these days 
as a holiday, but who are ' they' 
and who gave them the author
ity?" Cohen asked. "Miracle or 
not, we do not make holidays, 
G-d does," Cohen said. 

The manner in which the 
Macabees and their followers 
crea ted a ho liday and cele
brated demonstrated behaviors 
learned from the Greeks, said 
Cohen. 

" I disagree with Rabbi 
Lipson," Cohen said. " It's not 
good guys and bad guys with 
good guys who save Judaism 
from Hellenization. Their vic
tory innocently expresses a 
Greek way of doing things." 

Cohen called his interpreta
tion an his torically nuanced 
reading of "false texts.'' 

Lipson responded by saying 
the Talmud has an inner integ
rity and tha t its authors were 
not naiveindividuals who made 
up s tories. 

"You'd have to view the Tal
mud as presenting fabricated 
stories," Lipson said. "That is 
an untenable position." 

Cohen answered tha t this 
approach, which he diil not in
vent, did respect the Talmud. 

"To assume Talmud is report
age is to confuse Talmud," 
Cohen said. 

Lipson then called Cohen's 
view " new." 

"The point of view tha t what 
is not found in the text is saying 
something is asking us to specu
late," Lipson said. "Tha t com
promises the entire integrity of 
the text." 

After the rabbis exchanged a 
number of charged remarks 
about the other's perceptions, 
both admitted a love of the text. 

" I believe the Torah pre-· 
sents the true picture of the 
world," Lipson said . " I be lieve 
it' s true." 

"I study Talm ud because I 
love it," Cohen said . " I teach 
bright kid s w hose ignorance 
is unbelievable. It's not be
cause they' re stupid, but they 
are abysmally ignorant. We 
raised a generation tha t is not 
only ignorant, but who know 
next to nothing. I can' t sepa
rate my rabbi self from m y 
professor self. This is Shaye 
Cohen the Jew try ing to un
dersta nd the text." 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 
After women give birth in 

Israel, their first thoughts are 
unlike those of women any
where else in the world. 

"They find out whether the 
child is a boy or a girl," said Alice 
Shalvi, chairwoman of the Israel 
Women's Network to an audi
enceatBrown University on Dec. 
9. " If they hear the word 'son,' 
they think about how their child 
will have to serve in the army, 
and how he may get killed. Where 
else in the world is that a mother's 
first thought, and how does that 
affect a society?" 

As the peace process has 
halted and the Israeli economy 
has slowed, Shalvi believes is
sues critical tb _her country's 
women will again be margin
a lized. 

During the 47 years Shalvi 
has lived in Israel, she said she 
and other women's rights ad va
cates have been told domestic 
issues such as health, education 
and housing will be prioritized 
when there is peace. 

"The longer peace is delayed, 
the longer the Is raeli Defense 
Forces will remain the domi na t
ing factor in society," Shalvi 
said. " In the IDF, there is abso
lutely no equality between men 
and women." 

Once in the army, Shalvi said , 
men and women find themselves 
in vastly different situations. 

Women have been able to 
move from their former roles as 
coffee makers and clerks to oc
cupy positions as technologists 
a nd combat unit trainers, but 
they are s till barred from serv
ing in many of the elite units 
they may train men for. 

Shalvi is also concerned that 
in six or seven years, the IDF may 
onlyconscriptwomen w ho have 
finished all 12 years of schooling. 

"Women who do not finish 
will not be drafted, and they will 
not serve in the army," Shalvi 
said. "For an Israeli, that implies 
mental or physical unfitness." 

According to Shalvi, the scant 
numbers of women in the IDF's 
higher ranks make it a difficult 
organization for women to lobby. 

"Women are not there to 
make critical decisions about 
Israel's future," Sha lvi said. 
"The profound differences in 
their milita ry service have pro
found effects on the social psy
chology of Israelis.'' 

Because success in the !OF is 
a key to prestigewithin_the fam
ily and all oflsraeli society, those 

in elite uni ts develop a degree of 
self-esteem Shalvi termed "ex
clusive to those groups." 

"The path is paved,'' Shalvi 
said. "A good positioninthearmy 
means a good in the future." 

Because of the IDF's impor
tance in Israeli society, many 
women now want to serve in 
combat units. 

Last year, the IWN wona land
mark victory when Alice Miller, 
an Israeli woman who was de
nied the right to volunteer for 
pilot training on the basis of gen
der, was granted the right to vol
unteer by the High Court. 

Although Miller failed due 
to "excessive motiva tion,'' pilot 
training is now open to women. 

But the slowing of the peace 
process is only one issue Israeli 
women face today. 

The economy is in crisis and 
many Israeli women work, for it 
is a lmost impossible to main
tain a fami ly on one salary. 

" Because many have fami
lies, they work part-time," 
Shalvi said. "They will be the 
first ones laid off, because in 
Israel, the perception is that 
'your husband sti ll works.'" 

The new power of Israel's 
religious parties also poses prob
lems for its women. 

" More fundamental Jewish · 
practice makes a very clear dis
tinction between male and fe
male ·roles and s tatus," Shalvi, 
said. "The women's area of ac-' 
tivityis the home and the fam
ily, and the man is perceived as 
having as his area that public 
a rena from w hich women are 
excluded ." 

According to Shalvi, this · 
greatly affects the quality of their 
respective educations. 

As Shalvi talked about life in 
Orthodox Jerusalem, she men
tioned the oft-repeated episode 
in which female workers at an 
Israeli government building 
were a ttacked by a tiny minor
ityofultra-Orthodoxwhofound 
their dress " immodest." 

" When the ministry told 
them to park closer to the build
ing, I was frightened," Shalvi 
said . "That was giving in to a 
very small group." 

Shalvi ended her talk with 
rem a rks about how Israeli 
women w ho have managed to 
obtain political positionsareable 
to overcome their differences in 
order to work together,and how 
she hopes that larger numbers 
of women candidates will enter 
the upcoming 1998 local gov
ernment elections. 
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EDITORIAL 

Choosing· Judaism 
by Rabbi David J. Wolpe 
The following article was re

printed from Congregation 
Agudath Achim's newsletter. 

Judaism has always enunci
ated a message to the world. To 
appreciate that message, how
ever, one did not have to be
come Jewish. 

At times, Judaism was more 
vigorous in seeking converts, at 
other times less so. When in the 
early centuries of the common 
era, the Christian government 
of Rome made it punishable by 
death to convert to Judaism, the 
practice ~f soliciting conversions 

died out, and the Jewish atti
tude toward converts became at 
times prickly and suspicious. 

Traditiona-lly,however,Juda
ism was pleased and pr°'1d to 
accept converts. The Talmud 
states, "A convert is dearer to 
G-d even than the Israelites who 
stand at the mountain of Sinai." 

That deep tradition of wel
coming those who choose Juda
ism has been renewed in our 
own day. Judaism has once 
again begun to benefit from the 
infusion of many people who 
are in search of a meaningful 
path of life. 

Shore Concerned for General 
Community and Jewish Community 

To the Editor: 
While I thought your article 

on my new role on the Commu
nity Relations Council was well
balanced and fair, 1 do feel that 
given the shortness of space 
some of my sentiments may not 
have been fully covered. 

First of all, let me explicitly 
express my support for the mis
sion of the CRC and respect for 
its membership. 
. Nothing I said should be mis
construed as a lack of a concern 
for the general community. We 
do need to have a constructive 
dialogue with the non-Jewish 
community and we do need to 
fight the kind of racism arid big
otry that burns down churches 
and defaces synagogues. 

This is an important role for 
the Jewish Federation of Rhode 
Island, the CRC and ,the Anti
Defamation League. I have spent 
agoodnumberofmyadultyears 
in public service and take _ the 
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state of the general community 
to be every citizen's concern. 

My concern in the Jewish 
community is with the sense of 
priorities. 

WhileJewishaffiliationeither 
in federation or in synagogues 
is at an historic low and we are 
actually experiencing a real de
cline both in numbers of Jews 
and comrnitmentofJewsdueto 
intermarriage, assimilation and 
lack ofbasic Jewish cultural and 
religious literacy, I feel our own 
house is on fire! 

Trumpeting fashionable lib
eral causes will not save Jewry in 
Rhode Island. I do maintain that 
federatior\s throughout the coun
try have allowed an extreme lib
eral social agenda to divert them 
from their real mission - which 
is the perpetuation of a thriving, 
mutually supportive and strong 
Jewish community. 

Sincerely, 
Scott Shore 

Candle lighting 
December 20, 1996 

4:00 p.m. 

- -- -
Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

Of course, there are many 
different motivations for con
verting. Among converts are 
those who are moved by 
Judaism's beliefs and ideals. 
Others convert to marry a Jew. 

Conversion for marriage is 
sometimes frowned upon. Yet 
it is in many ways an ideal rea
son to convert, for it is a state
ment of eagerness to join the 
Jewish people. 

. Intellectual conviction alone 
is a fragile thing; another argu
ment, a new book, and one may 
be dissuaded. 

But belonging to a family is 
powerful, and many people 
come to tradition through the 
avenue of association. 

Indeed the prototypical con
vert in the Bible, in the Book of 
Ruth, is motivated by family ties, 
not by ideology. Ruth converts 
after the deaths of her husband 
and father-in-law, when her. 
mother-in-law, Naomi, decides 
to return to Israel. 

Ruth has grown very at
tached to Naomi and does not 
wish to abandon her. So she de
clares in a beautiful passage: 
"Wherever you go, I will go; 
wherever you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people·, 
and your G-d my g-d" (Ruth 
1:16). 

Notice that for Ruth, "your 
people shall be my peqple" 
comes first. Often, theology fol
lows love for another person 

. and the joining of a new family. 
For make no mistake: In be

coming Jewish, one joins not just 
a religion but a people. Even 
Jews who do not have strong 
religious convictions or any re
ligious convictions can feel 
strongly about their identity as 
Jews, because Judaism is 
broader than any statement of 
faith. 

Itisacivilization,aculture
ultimately, a sort of national 
family. Withoutacenterofspirit, 
that national family will not sur
vive, but it remains true that 
whatever ohe's spiritual com-

(Continued on Page 19) 

Families Struggle 
by Cheri Ellowitz Silver 
Vayigash presents us with 

one of the most dramatic mo
ments in the Torah. 

Nature and cosmic events 
bring Joseph and his brothers 
face to face. Given the opportu
nity of anonymity'. the powerful 
Joseph inspects and tests his sib
lings' behavior until he can no 
longer contain himself. 

Clearing the room of any ob
servers, Joseph reveals himself 
to the brothers who once con
nived to kill him. 

"I am Joseph. Is my father 
still well?" But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dumfounded 
were they on account of him. 
(Genesis 45:3) 

Josephisovercomewithemo
tion. His brothers are completely 
dumbstruck. Joseph has to re
peat himself: 

"Come forward to me." And 
when they came forward, he 
said, "I am your brother Joseph, 
he whom you sold into Egypt. 
Now, do not be distressed or 
reproach yourselves because 
you sold me hither; it was to 
save life that G-d sent me ahead 
of you." (Genesis 45:4-5) · 

Throughout Joseph's revela
tion of himself, the brothers are 
silent. What could have been 
going through their minds at 
-that moment? 

Surely, he will take revenge 
on us now. 

Can it be that his dreams re
ally came true? 

We have suffered all these 
years thinking him dead. Why 
didn' t he let us know he was 
alive? 

Ultimately they fall upon 
each other's necks, kissing and 
weeping. In this climactic mo
ment, an incredible thing hap
pens .. Years of jealousy, betrayal, 
anger, lies, and secrets are for
given. 

Together !he "boys" agree 
upon a plan to bring their father 
to Egypt, and they will be a fam
ily again. 

Families struggle. Siblings 
and parents can inflict severe 

injury on each other, intention
ally or not. Yet this story teaches 
us that family bonds can over
come very deep hurts. 

How did Joseph come to for
give his brothers so completely? 

He tells us when he says, "Do 
not be distressed or reproach 
yourselves because you sold me 
hither; it was to save life that 
G-d sent me ahead of you." 

Joseph believed strongly that 
G-d was driving his destiny. At 
this point in the story, he also 
had the luxury of hindsight, rec: 
ognizing that enduring each trial 
in his life honed him into the 
leader that he became. 

In the same way, Joseph's 
father, Jacob, had to run away 
from his home in order to "grow 
up." Only after his tribulations 
was he deserving of the name 
Israel. 

In much the same way in 
Vayigash, Joseph brings the Jew
ish people into Egypt, where 
they will wi tl)stand the suffer
ings of slavery, molding them 
into a nation fit to be called Is
rael. 

Eventual positive outcome is . 
not necessarily a good excuse 
for evil, however. Genesis 
Rabbah te lls us that Joseph 
would not have revealed him
self to his brothers if he had not 
seen growth and repentance in 
them. Then they could forgive 
each other and move ahead to
gether. 

This Shabba t, as we bless one 
another and the day, we might 
reflect upon how the members 
of our families forgive one an
other. Thoughts to discuss could 
be: 

What struggles has your fam
ily endured? How does your 
family handle struggle? (Re
member that struggle can result 
from positive, intentional ac
tions, such as a child growing 

. up and going away to college.) 
Can you think of an unantici

pated good outcome that came 
from a time of struggle? 

How do you forgive-one an
(Continued on Page 19) 

'Yehuda Came Near' 
This week's Torah portion, 

Vayigash, begins with the words 
"Yehuda came near." 

Yehuda approached Yosef 
and asked that his younger 
brother, Binyamin, be released 
so that he could bring him to 
their father, Yaakov. 

Our sages tell us that Yehuda 

But how could Yehuda have 
even imagined that he could win 
a confrontation with Yosef? 
Yehuda and his brothers were 
few in number. Yosef, by con
trast, was the second highest 
ruler in all of Egypt, with the 
entire populace of the country 
under his command. 

In truth, Yehuda could never 
have been victorious in a war 

was willing to give up his own 
life. 

This contains an important 
lesson for every Jewish father and 
mother. When G-d grants them 
the blessing of a child, it carries 
with it a great responsibility. 

Sometimes it is even neces
sary for parents to demonstrate 

was prepared for 
all possibilities 
when he ap
proached Yos,ef, 
even the possi
bi Ii ty of war. 
Yehuda was will
ing to do all that 

TORAH TODAY 

self-sacrifice, to 
make sure that 
nothing unto
ward ever hap
pens to even 
one of their off
spring, G-d for
bid. 

was necessary to free Binyam.in 
and return him to his father. 

Why did Yehuda adopt such a 
strong stance? The answer is that 
Yehuda was personally respon
sible for Binyamin's welfare, as 
he explained, "For your servant 
became surety for the lad." 

Yehuda had promised his 
father that he would take care of 
Binyamin and bring him home, 
thus he was willing to do any
thing, even wage ba ttle, to ful
fill his promise. 

' 
conducted against Yosef. 

Nonetheless, Yehuda was 
ready to take even this drastic 
step should it become necessary. 
He knew he was responsible for 
Binyamin,and accepted his role 
as guardian without question. 

True, Yaakov had other re
maining sons, all of whom were 
healthy and sound. But Yehuda 
realized that self-sacrifice is re
quired when the life of even one 
Jewish child is at stake. 

To save Binyamin, Yehuda 

One area in 
which the greatest efforts must 
be expended is that of educa
tion. Providing a Torah-true 
education for Jewish children 
is so important that parents 
must be willing to demonstrate 
even the highest levels of self
sacrifice in order to make it 
possible . 

Adapted for Maayan Chai from 
Likutei Sic/rot, vol. 1. Submitted by 
Rabbi Yelroslrua Laufer of Clrabad 
House. 
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Both rabbis, the cantor, a past 
president of the congregation, 
and a dozen Emanu-El friends 
flew from Providence to Balti
more to witness the nuptials of 
Rivkah and Elan, new daugh
ter-in-law and rabbi-son of Mr. 
a nd Mrs. Edward 0. Adler. As 
ritual director and teacher at the 
temple, Edward Adler is widely 
renowned as the keeper of the 
flameofYiddishkei t. The Mary
land marriage ceremony testi
fied to the intensity of that torch 
of memory and hope. 

Susan Adler, sister of the 
groom, designed a brochure to 
welcome guests and explain the 
order of events-especially use
ful for those who may not recall 
how stately is the procession 
that leads to the canopy and the 
breaking of the glass. 

First to be honored are those 
who have passed and left their 
blessed memory among the liv
ing, including the father of the 
bride. Bride and groom fast, to' 

Under the 
Chuppah 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Report 

ing, is escorted royally among 
the corridors of the large a11d 
crowded temple, toward the 
unveiling of the bride, from 
whom until now he has been 
separated. (This writer-guest 
was sitting on a couch with Dick 
Kumins of Providence, a high
school chum: the sight of the 
happy parade was a noble sur
prise!) 

We sat in a front row on the 
men's side of the mechita, the 
separa tion between men and 
women, and watched the prin
cipals climb the stairs to the 
bimah, a n in timate space 
squared off by the family and 
the rabbis. 

Musicians,anold-timegroup 
ofklezmerim, piped their happy 
accompaniment. 

The bride, of course, is the 
center of attention. She circles 
the groom seven times, and the 
sight is ancient and modem , 
striking, because the train is re
ga I. The rabbi compares the ex-

drawing protective wa lls 
around Elan. She links their two 
destinies." 

"Yichud" refers to the retreat 
to a quiet room before bride and 
groom enter the reception hall. 
Once they have joined the cel
ebrating throng, the music 
surges, and the groom is lifted 
among the ever-widening ra
dius of men dancing. In another 
ring the bride is raised high on 
her throne by her "subjects" and 
the look is quite majestic. The 
groom is carried across the divi
sion to rejoin his bride. They are 
not miniature people, like the 
British royals. With their happy 
faces and their form a I attire, they 
look as substantial and yet spiri
tual as the tradition they re-en
act. 

Oddly, likeanAmericanritual 
gathering of the prohibition era 
following World War I, no drop 
of wine is served. The wine
glasses hold only the water used 
to wash your hands before bless
ing the challah . You had to sip 
from your own hipflask. Here 
the blessings take precedence 
over the gaiety of the good things 
over which the words are said or 
sung. All is symbol, and Susan's 
brochure closes with the words 
of the Spanish Abarbanel. 
"Mishn-ayim echad" means 
"From two, one." 

Our familiar friend of Provi
dence Judaism and East Side 
life, Edward Adler,standsalone 
at the entrance to the Orthodox 
palace, not far from the nation's 
capital, to shake hands with 
guests departing for the airport 
and their flight home. 

"I'] I see you before Sha bba t," 
he says wi th a contented smile. 
. We have met his cousins. 
"Her father helped me survive 
the war. He got me fa lse pa
pers," Edward Adler claimed 
with gratitude and pride. But 

DEC. 11 - Elan Adler celebrating his wedding and his parents' 
anniversary. Herald plroro by Mike Fink 

- here he can live free, openly, as 
a Jewish prince handing down 
his legacy among other Jews. 
Jews of all kinds, black and 
white, young and old, from here 
and there,cometogetherto toast 
new happiness. 

imitate Yorn Kippur: but during 
Chanukah and Rosh Chodesh, 
or New Moon, an exception is 
made to the custom. To keep the 
sense of Yorn Kippur, the groom 
wears a whitekittel,a formal robe. 

The bride sits in state like a 
queen, elabora tely garbed in 
white drapery, receiving maze! 
tovs, but it is her privilege to 
bring maze!, or luck, to her 
guests, because her wishes have 
special power today. H e r 
prayers are potent. • 

A most moving marnent fol
lows. The groom,smiling, beam-
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) 

) 
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citement of the occasion to the 
union of Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana, to the ironic 
chuckles.of the great crowd. 

Susan and Trudy Adler, sis
ter and mother of the groom, 
wore royal blue dresses: the 
col e r of serenity and the Israeli 
sky. The b ride's daughters, 
Ariella and Shoshana, moved 
a mong the group, often in 
somebody's arms, adding live
liuess and a sense of history. 
The seven circles of the bride, 
according to Susan's notes, 
"symbolize . Rivkah's role in 

Most weddings hold anxi
eties and regrets as well as cheers 
a nd toasts. But everybody has 
always loved Ela n Adler. 
Friends from Stamford, Conn., 
attest to that by their presence. 
Jews live not ol}ly at iheir ad
dress, but among their ties.else
where and in other times. 

Elan Adler, and his new wife, 
embody that same Adler hand
shake of warmth and welcome I 
felt as I left the scene. With one 
minor regret of my own. I wish 
I had turned around and given 
Edward Adler a big Adler-hug. 
I do so in print instead . 
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FEATURE 
Mendes Society Meets 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter 
President Warren Teixeira 

held the December meeting of 
the Sousa Mendes Society at his 
home in Pawtucket. Among his 
still lifes of lemons and apples, 
guests from the Jewish and Por
tuguese communities laid plans 

neighbor for profit, prow ls the 
wilderness in far more da n
gerous and perilous journeys. 

The portions of Portugal that 
figure in the Jewish story are by 
now too poqr to support mod
em life. Emigres populate the 
world. Indeed, future plans for 
the Sousa Mendes group include 

"I just knew the explorers were Jewish." Herald photo by Mike Fink 

for the next issue of their annual 
publication, "Reunir," and lis
tened to a lecture by a visiting 
Portuguese scholar, Dr. Rita 
Gomes. 

The forthcoming periodical 
will be dedicated to the memory 
of Bermud Kusinitz, Touro his
torian. A contribution to the 
archive of the synagogue was 
made in his honor. 

Gomes spoke of the Jewish 
history of the regiq,n in North
ern Portugal which is the area 
of her medieval research. She 
told the legend of the travel
ing merchant upon a burro 
who meets a wolf, which, nev
ertheless, takes a separate and 
harmless path. Meanwhile, a 
G ra nd Inquisi tor, seeking 
those who would betray a 

efforts to trace the similar voy
ages of Sephardic Jews escap
ing Purge, later, Ashkenazic 
Jews in flight from Germany, 
and Portuguese colonies estab
lishing tnemselves among the 
islands, from Brazil, through the 
Caribbean to our own shores. 

At the reception following the 
program, a young woman from 
Madeira decla red, "I always 
knew l was Jewish, and that the 
great explorers were Jewish, and 
that the spark of intelligence 
among my people was a Jewish 
spark, but 1 had no proof, only a 
feeling." 

Truly, no meeting of this 
friendship group of Portuguese 
and Jewish neighbors is with
out its poignancy, its poetry, its 
surprises. 
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'If You Will It. •• ' 
by Alison Smith 

Herald Editor 
The Alperin Schechter Day 

School held its 16th Zirnriyah 
on Dec. 15. 

Half an hour before the pro
gram was due to start, parking 
on neighborhood streets was 
getting tight. The school was 
buzzing with high-pitched 
young voices and the lower, 
somewhat harried voicesofpar
ents and teachers as they gave · 
directions or asked questions. 
Musicians were warming up 
and chatting near the stage, and 
every seat in the front section of 
the auditorium was filled . 

To avoid monotony in pro
gramming, the school tries to 
put a slightly different sla.nt on 
the event each year. This one 
featured a skit s tarring a 
Thoeodor Herzl look-alike and 

six other 8th-graders playing the 
roles of leaders instrumental in 
the creation of Israel. Among 
them were the founder of Ha
dassah and Ben-Gurion. 

During the skit, the audience 
was reminded of Herzl's proph
ecy that the world would see the 
creation of a Jewish state in 50 
years. Actually, it took 51, but 
even 51 is amazing. 

Herzl's philosophy, " If you 
will it, it is no dream," was the 
theme for Sunday's program. 

During a raffle drawing, first 
prize-a mountain bike-went 
to Rabbi Kaunfer who very gra
ciously immediately asked that 
another winner be drawn for 
the bike. 

Noah Jablo_w, a 6th-grader," 
sold 28 books of raffle tickets, 
which entitles him to rule as 
head of ASDS for one day, soon. 

The musical part of the pro
gram was structured so that each 
section began with a narration 
or description of some special 
event or feature of Israel, fol
lowed by a piece of music ap
propriate to tha t narration. 
There are 237 students at ASDS, 
and every one of them who 
wasn't sick or out of town was 
up on stage, singing, clapping, 
waving and smiling. 

The music could be heard 
clearly out on Morris Avenue. 

Musicians for the event were 
Mark Bram, Howard Bromberg, 
Dawn Costa, Jesse Goldberg, 
Eitan Hersh, Carol Kapstein, 
];:zra Lipp, WendySpellun,Sam 
Stein and Ben Tilchin. Shelley 
Katsh was accompanist, and 
Laura Berkson was the musical 
director. 

There were 237 stars. 

Applications for Youth 
Fellowships in Israel 

Applications are now avaii
able for the 1997 Bronfman 
Youth Fellowships in Israel. 

The fellowships, now in their 
11th year, offer an opportunity 
for 26 students entering the 12th 
grade to spend fi ve weeks in 
Israel this summer. 

·Fellows will be chosen on the 
basis of character, intellectual 
interests, special talents a nd 
leadership qualities. In the com
petitive selection process, merit, 
not financial need, is the s tan
dard for selection. 

While living in Jerusalem, the 
BronfrnanFellowsparticipatein 
seminars and dialogues -with a 
diverse rabbinic faculty, repre
senting a wide range of Jewish 
perspectives. They explore Jew
ish text agai nst the background 
of Israel's land, culture and cus
toms. 

lnaddition, Fellows wi ll meet 
wi th some of Israel's prominent 
political and li terary figures to 
examine contemporaryissuesin 
light of Jewish his tory and tra
dition. 

The Bronfman Youth Fellow
ships in Israel is a program of 
The Samuel Bronfman Founda
tion, Inc., of which Edgar M. 
Bronfman is chairman. 

In explaining the purpose of 
the fellowships, Bronfman said, 
"Our hope is to open lines of 
communication among a group 

of outstanding young people on 
· the major issues confronting the 
Jewish people in all its diver
sity. In that process, we believe 
they will discover that there is a 
common Jewish agenda that 
transcends the differences 
among them." 

The Bronfrnan Youth Fellow
ships program begins on June 30, 
1997, with a two-day seminar in 
New York City. The students re
turn from Israel on Aug. 5. 

All meals will be kosher and 
Sabbath activities will be in the 
spirit of the day. All expenses 
are co.vered by the program, in
cluding round-trip international 
transportation, room and board, 
travel in Israel and incidentals. 

High school students in the 
United States and Canada, who 
will be in 12th grade in the fall of 
1997, may obtai n application 
forms and detailed information 
by mail: The Bronfrnan Youth 
Fellowships in Israel, 17Wilbur 
St., Albany, N.Y., 12202, by tele
phone: (518) 465-6575, by fax: 
(518) 432-8984; by e-mai l: 
YFI@MCIMAIL.COM. 

Completed applications must 
be postmarked no later than Jan. 
31, 1997. Finalists will be noti
fied March 2 and finalist inter
views will be held during the 
week of March 16. Names of the 
1997 Fellowship recipients will 
be annou nced March 31. 

A Mitzvah You'll Never Forget 
needed to re li eve regular s ta ff. 
Some volunteers wi ll prepare 
and serve I:ioliday meals and set 
tables, perhaps spending some 
additional socia l time with. 
gues ts to brighten the holiday 
for them. 

NOW HEAR THIS! An ASDS teacher raises her arm for silence as her students wait to file in. 

On Dec. 25, Jewish volun
teers from across Massachu
se tts will participate in Projec t 
Ezra, the volunteer progra m 
sponsored by the Synagogue 
Council of Massachuse tts to 
staff local feeding progra ms, 
shelters, hospitals and nurs
ing homes so that Christian 
volunteers can spend their 
holiday with fa mily. · 

Other volunteers will make 
home visits, delivering holiday 
dinners and gifts to people who 
are confined to their homes by 
old age or poor health. 

Breakfast With 
Reed and Bakst 
U.S. Senator-elect Jack Reed, 

often a visitor at Temple Torat 
Yisrael's Men's Club breakfasts, 
wi ll share his insights on the up
coming Congressional session on 
Dec. 22 at the temple, 220 Park 
Ave., Cranston. 

Providence Journal political 
columnist Charles M. Bakst wi ll 
be present, also. 

Services begin at 9 a.m ., fo l
lowed by the breakfast and pro
gram at 9:45 a.m. 

• 
FLYING SHUTTLES 

STUDIO 
Speclolb:lng In handwoven 

rugs ond orlglnol art 
782 Hope Street Cords Now Available 

~~!<;~r;:f 2~ Tues.-Frldoy 9 om-2 30 pm 
So lu1doy ID om-3 pm 

Forty-Fives Plus 
·to Dance 

. Night Away 
Chai's Jewish Singles pre

sen ts their second annual ages 
45-plus "Ghai's Eve" on Dec. 24. 
The dance-party will be held a t 
Ci rcui ts in the Westin Hotel, 
Waltham,Mass. Doors will open 
at 8 p .m. The cost is $15 in ad
vance, or $19 at the door. Ad
vance tickets ca n be purchased 
at all Strawberri es locations or 
the B&DDeli in Brookline. There 
wi ll be free ga rage parking, 
membership and food . 

Last year this event sold out. 
Partia l proceeds will be donated -
to the American Cancer Society. 
This is the only 45-plus dance in 
December. For more informa
tion, ca ll Barton Roth at (508) 
443-7834. . 

Cantor Sam Pessaroff 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

(508) 532-6068 
Trained at Bikur Cholim Ho<1pital, Jertwalem 

Herald photo by Alison Smith 
This year, Project Ezra vol

unteers will again work in a 
variety of capacities, wherever 

CHABAD-LUBAVITCH 
WISHES YOU A 

HAPPY CHANUK 

To be part of Project Ezra on 
Dec. 25, call (617) 244-6506. 

Symbolizing Religious Freedom 
On Dec. 12, Rabbi Yehoshua Laufer of Cha bad House marked the eighth ni ght of Chanukah 

with a menorah li ghting al the Rhode Island Sta le House. "Representati ves" from eight different 
countries lit the menorah, which was placed in front of the original charter from King Charl es II 
gra nting Rhode Island religious freedom. Hanld photo by Ned Nachbar 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
JCCRI Cares for the Environment 

The Jewish Community Cen
ter of Rhode Island has always 
felt a responsibility to its neigh
borhood community and the en
vironment. This was evident as 
the JCCRI initia ted its energy 
improvem ent project last sum
mer. 

T_h is p roject consis ted of 
two parts. First, the efficiency 
of the exis tin_g lighting system 

was upgrad ed . Secondly, an 
a uto m a te d sys tem was in
stalled to reduce the a mount 
of energy used for air-condi
tioning a nd hea ting . 

This furthers the center's ef
forts to become more environ
mentally aware by reducing the 
emissions into the atmosphere, 
and at the same time, reducing 
fuel consumption and cost. 

This project moved forward 
from concept to finished prod
uct within six months with the 
assistance of Landis & Gyr Inc. 
of Warwick. 

The JCCRJ took advantage 
of Narragansett Electric's en
ergy initia tive program, which 
provided $29,400 toward the 
cost, thereby saving money fo r 
the center. 

THESE PEOPLE were instrumental in achieving the energy-efficient project at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode Island. From left, David Lamb of Landis & Gyr Inc.; David Prairie 
of Narragansett Electric; Alan Litwin, president of theJCCRI;and Barbara Feibelman, chairperson 
of the JCCRI's b u ilding and operations committee. Photo by Roberta Kauftnm, 

Jacobson to Speak About Torah on NPR 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson, chief 

oral scribe of the Grand Luba
vitcher Rebbe, Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson and author 
of Toward q Mea11ingful Life, will 
discuss the relevance and global 
importance of the Jewish Bible 
on Dec.24from25o3p.m. EST as 
part of National Public Radio's 
national five-part series entitled 
"Ancient Religious Texts." 

Each week for five weeks, NPR 
will explore the essential texts of 

Jewish 49ers 
Host Brunch 

On Dec. 25 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The Jewish 49ers will host 
a potluck holiday brunch a t 
Temple Beth Am, 300 Pleasant 
St., Framingham, Mass. 

The cost is $5 for members, 
$8 for non-members, and ev
eryone must bring food for six 
people. Food assignments a re 
designated by last name: A-G 
appetizers, H-R main courses, 
5-Z desserts. N, york or shell
fi sh, please. All beverages wi ll 
be provided . 

Direc tions: From rou te 9 
wes t, turn rig ht on Temple 
Street (across from Stop and 
Shop), a t the end of the street 
turn right on Pleasant Street. 
The temple w ill bean your right 
about. 1/4 mile down the way. 

For further informatio11 call 
Roz at (508) 872-1715, Susan at 
(61 7) 969-5903, or Flo at (508) 
877-0636. 

the world's five major religions: 
Judaism's Five Books of Moses, 
Hindu's Bhagavad Gita, Budd
hism's saying of the Buddha, 
Christianity's "Four Gospels," 
and the Moslem Koran. 

Jacobson will present the To
rah as a blueprint for life: 90 
generationsof thoughtandcom
mentary, its 5,845 verses pored 
over and ana Iyzed by more than 
3,000 years of scholarship, a life
skills manual and guide for deal-

Singles Dance 
Scheduled 

Chai's Jewish Singles pre
sents their seco nd a nnua l 
"Chai's Eve" dance party on 
Dec. 24 for ages 21 to 44. The 
location is Boston's new night
club, Karma Club, at 9 Lands
downe St., Boston. 

Doors open to all at 8 p.m. and 
the dance-party continues till 2 
a.m. The cost will be $15 at the 
door, $12 in.advance, or a special 
price of $10 before 10 p.m. 

Advance tickets can be pur
chased at a ll Strawberries loca
tions or the B&D Deli in Brook
line. There wi ll be free member
ship a nd food ca te red by 
Bruegger's Bagel. 

Last year this event was sold 
out. There is garage parking and 
valet service. Partial proceeds 
will be dona ted to American 
Cancer Society. For more infor
mation, call Barton Rothat(508) 
443-7834. 

A subscription to the Herald 
makes a great gift. 

Call 724-0200 for more information. 

ing wi th contemporary life. 
As reflected in the media's 

interest in the Bible, with Bill 
Moyer's widely acclaimed book 
and PBS series on "Genesis," 
Jacobson's interview will dem
onstrate how the Five Books of 
Moses have contributed to 
world literature, and how he 
believes that every chapter and 
verse contributes to the fa bric 
and issues that affect our every
day lives. 

'Rockin' With 
the MWJCC' 

Looking for some excitement 
on Dec. 25 for you and your 
fa mily? Here's a great solution! 

Join other MetroWest Jewish 
families for an exciting afternoon 
of "Rock.in' with the MWJCC" on 
Dec. 25, 2 to 4 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Am, Framingham, Mass. 

DiscJockeyJeffGlassmanwill 
provide music jrom the '50s to 
the 90s. Enjoy dancing to 
children's music, rock n' roll, Is
raeli and pop music. Try your 
skills a t the limbo or musical 
chairs. 

If it's games you like, compete 
in the hula hoop contest, the bas
ketba II s hootout and many 
children's games. Prizes galore' 

Cou ld families get together 
wi thout eating? Of course not! 
Snacks and drinks will be avail
able. Prices for MWJCC mem
bers are $15 per family in ad
vance or $18 per family at the 
door. Non-members are$20 per 
family. Guests are $5 each for 
JCC families and $6 each for 
non-members. 

For directions and reserva
tions, ca ll (508) 879-3300. 

Jews in Africa 
Professor Richard Lobban lectured at the Rhode Isla nd 

Black Heritage Society on Dec. 14 on Jews in Africa from 
antiqui ty (Greco-Roman) through colonial a nd post-colonial 
periods. The main focus of the lecture was Jewish cartogra
phers who rediscovered tha t Africa was circumnavigable. 

Herald photo by Neil Nachbar 

Kabbalah Course 
Offered in Warwick 

l(abbalah, the mystical branch 
of Judaism, will be the subject of 
a course offered by Chabad of 
West Bay CHAI Center entitled, 
"The Mystical Dimension." 

The course wi ll lead mem
bers on an in-depth exploration 
through the anna ls of Jewish 
mysticism as they are enlight
ened by the torch of Chasidus. 
Class members will study the 
works of such great masters as 

Rabbi Isaac Luria, Rabbi 
Schneur Zalman of Liadi and 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

No prior knowled ge of mys
ticism is necessary. 

The course will take place on 
Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
at the CHAI Center, 15 Center
ville Road, Warwick. 

Advance reservations are re
quested . Call the CH AI Center 
at 884-4071. 

CONCANNON APPRAISAL SERVICES, INC 
Concannon Appraisal Services Is Your Full 

Service Custom Jeweler For: Diamonds, 
Gold and Colored Stone Jewelry 

' "When You Can Have Jt your Own Way, 
Why Settle For Less?" 

Call Today (401) 722-011 1 
By Appointment 

ORDAINED JEWISH 
CLERGY FOR ALL 

YOUR FAMILY NEEDS 
We educate and officiate 

in any location. 

• Bar/Bat Mitzvah !or every child 
including special needs 

• Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

• Weddings 

• Funerals & Unve1lings 

• Baby namings 

FREE CONSULTATION . Learn to participate in the service 

TOLL FREE 1-888-4 MITZVAH • Learn to read Hebrew 

1-888-464-8982 • Private tuloring & classes available 
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Ill GETAWAY 

Israel and Jordan Host Music Festival 
TheRed SeainternationalMu

sic Festival, featuring the 
world-renowned St. Peters

burg Kirov Opera Orchestra, 
will take place jointly in Israel 
and Jordan for the first time ever 
this coming Jan. 9 to 12. 

The festival will be held in the 
resort of Eilat, Israel's southern
most city, and in neighboring 
Aqaba, a few rctiles distantinJor
dan. A significant result of the 
progress of the on-going peace 
process in the Middle East, the 
newly revived Red Sea Interna
tional Music Festival will be a 
celebration both of world music, 
and of growing world peace. 

Maestro ValeryGergiev,con
ductor of the orchestra, along 
with Ei lat's mayor, Gabi 
Kadosh, conceived the idea of 
holding the festival in both Eilat 
and Aqaba, in order to nurture 
the peace and friendship unit
ing Israel and Jordan. 

In addition to the orchestra, 
the choir of the St. Petersburg 
Kirov Opera, and renowned in
ternational so loists, wi ll take 
part in the four-day event. 

The festival opens in Ei lat on 
Jan. 9 wi th "Verdi's Requiem." 

LASVEGAS 
ROUND-TRIP AIR· 

FROM PROVIDENCE 

$17 8 plus taxes 

PACKAGES FOR 
2 NIGHTS/3 DAYS W/ CAR, 
HOTEL AND TAXES FROM 

$270 INCLUDING AIR! 

WINKLEMAN TRAVEL 
720 Reservoir Avenue, Cranston, RI 

~ 943-7700 
OUTSIDE RI 

Ffi'7 1-800-234-5595 
~ RI UC.# 1069 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 
!.~r~:,+ 
the Big Difference 

• I NTEG RITY 
• DEPENDABILITY 
• R EPUTATION 
• SAVI NGS 

For Business Trips & 
Vacation Travel 

Group Travel S p ecialis t s 

Nationwide 1·800-367-0013 

kiJ=§ct1•X•1 
32 Goll Avenue, Pawtucket, R.I. 02860 

The festival moves to Aqaba the 
next day and will feature the 
world premiere of "Charbon 
Shalayev" and "Oded Zehavi," 
both works commissioned to 
honor the peace process. 

On Jan. 11, the festival re
turns to Eilat with an a capella 
concert at 11 a.m. by the Kirov 
Opera Choi r, and "Romeo and 
Juliet in Music" at 9 p.m. The 
Saturday night program wi ll 
a lso include Mussorgsky's 
"Night on a Bald Mountain," 

_ Rimsky-Korsakov's "Schehere
zade" and Ippolitov-Jvanov's 
"Caucasian Sketches." 

The festival concludes in Eilat 
with a farcti ly concert showcas
ing Borodin's "Poloves tian 
Dances" from the opera "Prince 
Igor" and Prokofiev's "Peter and 

the Wolf." 
Ei lat, bordered by the bibli

ca l Edom Mountains on the 
north and the Red Sea on the 
south, offers a sunny escape 
from bleak European and 
American winters. 

The Red Sea is home to some 
of the world's most colorful and 
most accessible marine li fe, and 
Ei lat offers every sort of pas
time and water sport imagin
able; by night, it offers a plethora 
of choices for the fun-loving, 
from nightclubs and discos to 
restaurants and piano bars .. 

Tickets for the Red Sea Inter
national Music Festival range 
from $34 to $62 and can be or
dered from ARTIS in Tel Aviv, 
Tel. 011-972-3-517-9025 or Fax 
011-972-3-516-0045. 

Tourism Market in Tel Aviv 
The third annual Interna

tional Mediterranean Peace 
Tourism Market will be held at 
the Tel Aviv Trade Fairs and 
Convention Center from Feb. 3 
to 5. 

Designed to highlight Israel 
and its neighboring countries as 
desirable tourism destinations, 
IMPTM will showcase exhibi
tors from Israel, Egypt, Jordan, 
the Palestinian National Author
ity, Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, 
Morocco and Tunisia. 

IMPTM is being organized 

under the auspices of the Israel 
Ministry of Tourism, El Al Is
rael Airli nes and the Israel Ho
tel Association. Discounted tick
ets on El Al flights for IMPTM 
are available to all agents, op
era tors and exhibitors, with con
firmed registration for the event. 

For more information about 
IMPTM, contact ORTRA Ltd, 2 
Kaufman St., Tel Aviv 61500, 
Fax: 011-972-3-517-4433 or Is
rael Travel News Ltd ., 38 Sha
lom Aleichem St., Tel Avi v 
63344, Fax: 011-972-3-525-1605. 

Instant 
Gratification. 

Passport photos $8.95 

The Camera Werks 

764 Hope Street Providence, RI 02906 
273-LENS 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
This is the time to take advantage 

of "BARGAIN" Fares . 
-~ .iiihz
~ USA - Europe - Israel ~ 

You Can't Afford to Stay Home 
Call Dorothy Today 

'\v. Dorothy Ann 766 Hope Street, P.O. Box 6845 lenJr.>r Providence, Rhode Island 02940 

...., (401) 272-6200 

"YOUR TRAVEL AGENT, INC," FAX (4 0 1 J 7 51-4 940 

Simcha Tours Designs Trips 
for Jewish Travelers 

When Ell en Nevi ns a n
nounced the first travel 
program-of-its-kind offer

ing domestic group tours within 
the United States specifically de
signed for Jewish travelers and 
with Jewish themes, she re
ceived a wholehearted welcome 
from Jewish travel .agents in 
south Horida. 

She recalled, "One agent told 
me that he had recently sent a 
group of Jewish seniors on a va
cation with a tour company not 
altogethersensitive to theirneeds. 
When the seniors came back from 
their trip, one woman kvetched 
to the travel agent, They sat us 
down for dinner and put a plate 
of pork in front of us!"' 

With Nevins' s new tour pro
gram, ca lled Simcha Tours™ (a 
division of Destination South
west Florida), Jewish seniors fi
nally have it their way. 

Simcha Tours journeys to 
someofthetopvacationdestina
tions in the country, including 
New Orleans, California, Wash
ington, D.C., Savannah, Charles
ton, Myrtle Beach and Orlando. 

Vaca ti oners see exciting 
shows,"enjoy wonderful dinner 
cruises, and hit many of the 
nation's most popular attrac
ti ons - from Fis herman's 
Wharf in San Francisco to Busch 
Gardens in Tampa to the French 
Quarter in New Orleans. 

However, differing from the 
run-of-the-rctill tour company, 
Simcha Tours adds a dash ofJew
ish flavor to spice up their tours. 

"For our New Orleans tour," 
Nevins said, "we got the Jewish 
owner of one trendy restaurant 
to prepare a terrific cajun-Jew
ish dinner. He's cooking all the 
favori tes, from g umbo to 
jambalaya - only he's leaving 
out the shellfish and the pork. 
Plus, he's making his special 
ca jun brisket as well as kugle fo r 
dessert. It' ll be a great dinner, 
and it'sfollowed thatnightbya 
fan tastic jazz cabaret show." 

In Savannah, Simcha Tours 
has arranged to have the promi
nent rabbi of one of the oldest 
synagogues in America lead 
their guests on a walking tour of 
historic Savannah's colonial 
Jewish heri tage. · 

And for their tour to Fort 
Myers /Naples,Fla.-called the 
"Gefilte Gulf Getaway" - va
cationers will croon along with 
a Jewish fo lk singer while en
joying a sunset dinner cruise 
along Vanderbi lt Bay. 

For a complete tour itinerary 
package, send.a self-addressed 
envelope with 78¢ postage to: 
Simcha Tours/ Itineraries, 5257 
Wisteria Court, Cape Coral, FL 
33904. Space is limited; to en
sure a seat be certain to make 
your reservations early. 

There's No Need to Overpack 
by Judy "Gershman 

When making your travel 
p lans, it's common to think you 
rrtight be forgetnng to pack some
thing. 

With today's versati le fab rics, . 
there's no need to overpack. 

As always, cottons and lin
ens are terrific choices fo r warm 

climate destinations. 
Today's natural luxury fiber 

"Tencel" wi ll complete your 
travel wardrobe. 

It's not only great fo r pack
ing, it's washable! 

Judy Gershman is the owner of 
Judy's Studio , Ltd., 650 Oak/awn 
Ave., Cranston. 

judy's studio ltd. 
F~ Wc~'.i Cle~ 

ii,wO"'"""CLOTHES fQR ALL Fco•,o, 

, .... L YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS 
6~ 0~ A~, C~, RI• (401) 146-3Q2 

H-T-\11-F 1:30-S:30, Tt-.. 1:30-g, 54 1:30-4, S-12-S 

11t1tke J.)je £1t.sier ! 
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION 

FROM 

PROVIDENCE AND VICINITY 
to T.F. Green: $20.00 or Logan: $60.00 

CALL BE.TH SCHUYLER 751 - 1853 

Warwick 
401-738-8000 

Wayland Square 
401-421-2555 

Lincoln Mall 
401-333-2110 

Providence 
401-831-7600 

Nervport 
401-847-2200 

Nashua Mall 
603-883-3600 



Michelle Blasbalg Weds 
Scott Hammer 

Michelle L. Blasbalg and Scott 
L. Hammer were married Nov. 
9 at the Westin Hotel, Provi
dence, R.I. The bride is the 
daughter of Arnold and Ruth 
Blasbalg of Coventry, R.I. The 
bridegroom is the son of 
Howard and Shelly Hammer of 
Manopac, N.Y. 

Rabbi Nechama D. Goldberg 
officiated at the 6:30 p.m. cer
emony, which was followed by 
a reception at the Westin Hotel. 

Given in marriage by her par
ents, the bride was attended by 
maid of honor, Dana L. Blasbalg, 
sister of the bride, and brides
maids Julie H . Blasbalg and 
Stacey K. Blasbalg, sisters of the 
bride, and Tosca Eckardt and 
Bonnie Kusiak. 

Best men for the bridegroom 

were Steven M. Gorelick and 
Leonard Tesler. Ushers were 
Gerard McCreight, Steven 
Wechsler, Stephen Timon and 
Richard Belkin. 

The bride received a 
bachelor's in psychology from 
Brandeis University, and has a 
master's degree in elementary 
education from Rhode Island 
College. She is employed as a 
substitute teacher. The bride
groom received a bachelor's in 
economics and politics from 
Brandeis University and has a 
law degree from Touro. Law 
School. He is employed asa part
ner at Blasbalgand Hammer law 
offices in Providence. 

Their wedding trip was taken 
to St. Lucia and they have made 
their home in Warwick. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hammer 

Jason Nathaniel Glantz 
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Glantz of 2215 Bear 

Valley Terrace, Silver Spring, Md., announce 
the birth of their second child, a .son, Jason 
Nathaniel,onNov.18. He was welcomed home 

by his sister, Hayley. 
Materna l grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Michael Daum of 

Staten Island, N.Y. 
Paternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Glantz of 

Cape Cod, Mass. He is the eighth grandchild. 
Great-grandmother is Mary Zoller. 

Laura Kushner to Marry 
Ronald Cohen 

Lenore and Richa rd Cohen, of Cranston, R.I. , announce the 
engagement of their son, Ronald Adam Cohen, of Boston, Mass., to 
Laura Michelle Kushner, of Newton, Mass., daughterof Cindy and 
Gene Kushner. He is the grandson of Bella Dubinsky and the lale 
Milton Dubinsky and the late Sylvia and Herbert Cohen. 

The bride-to-be graduated from the Uni versity of Maryland an_d 
is employed as a human resources consultant a t Stra tegic 
Outsourcing in Boston. . . 

Her fi ance is a grad uate of the Un1vers1ly of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. He is a 401 K consultant a t Scudder, Stevens and Clark in 
Boston. 

The wedd ing da le is Nov. 15, 1997. 
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MILESTONES 
Chazan Joins Prominent Law Firm 

The law firm of Adler Pol
lack & Sheehan has announced 
that Michael J. Chazan, Esq., 
JohnM. O'Brien, Esq., and Craig 
J. Coffey, Esq., are now practic
ing at the firm. Eleven new at
torneys were hired by the firm 
in 1996. ·· 

Chazan concentrates his 
practice in the areas of tax plan
ning for individuals; succession 
planning for business owners; 
and fringe benefit planning for 
employers and employees. He 
often counsels closely held busi
nesses and their owners on the 
strategic role of insurance in es
tate and succession planning; 
minimizing estate taxes through 
business structuring; and other 
issues relative to the preserva-

tion of wealth including recapi
ta liza tion, nonqualified de
ferred compensation, split-dol
lar arrangements and buy-sell 
agreements. 

Prior to joining Adler Pol
lock & Sheehan, Chazan spent 
10 years in the insurance indus
try providing legal and tax plan
ning advice for several major 
insurance companies. He cur
rently works with an array of 
financial professionals - in
cluding accountants, securities 
brokers, insurance agents and 
pension planners - to meet 
their clients' tax and planning 
needs. 

He received his bachelor of 
arts degree in philosophy in 1982 
from Trinity College in Con-

necticut, his law degree in 1985 
from Vermont Law School and 
his LL.M degree in taxation in 
1989 from Boston University 
School of Law. He has earned 
the Chartered Life Underwriter 
and Chartered Financial Con
sultant designations. 

A frequent lecturer and 
writer on tax and estate plan
ning issues, Chazan is admitted 

· to practice in Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts. He is also a 
member of the American Bar 
Association. A resident of 
Providence's East Side, he is a 
member of the Rhode Island 
Cabinet for Israel Bonds, a group 
of professionals who adminis
ter and promote Israeli bonds 
for investment purposes. 

Baum to Receive Quillman Award 
Rabbi Reuben M. Katz, na

tional president of ·B'nai Zion, 
has announced that the recipi
entof thethirdannua]Quittrnan 
Award will be Phil Baum, ex
ecutive director of The Ameri
can Jewish Congress. 

This award was established 
by B'nai Zion in honor of its 
nonagenarian executive vice 
president,HermanZ.Quittman, 
to be presented annually to an 
organizational professiona I who 
best exemplifies the dedication 
and devotion to Jewish causes 
evidenced by Quittrnan during 
his long and distinguished ca
reer. 

Quittrnan set new standards 
of professionalism through his 
vision, creativity and selfless en
deavors on behalf of B'nai Zion 
and its work in the United States 
and Israel. Through his special 
efforts B' nai Zion grew and pros
pered and achieved its present 
status in Jewish life in America. 

The two previous recipients 
have been Malcolm Hoenlein, 
the executive vice chairman of 

· the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Orga
nizations, and Dr. Samuel I. 
Cohen, the executive vice presi
dent of The Jewish National 
Fund of America. 

Million-Dollar Grant for AIDS 
Research Comes to The Miriam 

Charles C.J. Carpenter, M.D., 
of The Miriam Hospital has re
ceived a million-dollar grant 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control for a landmark study 
involving women and AIDS. 

The Miriam is one of only 
four sites in the country involved 
in the study known as the HERS 
Project. HERS is an acronym for 
HIV Epidemiology Research 
Study. 

The $1,277,009 grant covers 
the first year of a three-year re
newal. Three hundred forty-five 
Rhode Island women, some HIV 
positive and some not, are en
rolled in the study. Researchers 
are currently s tud ying the 
course of HIV infec tion in 
women and how it is influ-

enced by antiviral therapy. 
Carpenter is physician-in

chief at The Miriam Hospital 
and professor of medicine at 
Brown University School of 
Medicine. He recently was 
named to the Nationallnstitutes 
for Health Panel to Define the 
Principles of Therapy of HIV 
Infection. The panel will set a 
national standard to be used by 
those who allocate funds for the 
trea tment of HIV infection. 

Carpenter established the 
first treatment center for women 
with HIV/ AIDS in New En
gland nine years ago. The cen
ter remains one of the few in the 
country dedicated to the com
prehensive care of women with 
HIV infection. 

Researcher at Miriam Heads 
for National Institute 

Herman Vandenburgh, Ph.D., research associate at The Miriam 
Hospital, has been named to the National Insti_tutes of_ Health 
respiratory and applied physiology study section, d1v1s10n of 
research grants. 

Vandenburgh accepted the invitation for a four-year term. 
Members are selected based on demonstrated competence and 

achievement in their field, including publications in scientific 
journals and quality of research accomplishments. 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
C E RTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based• Recommended by Local Physicia11s & Rabbis 
861-1403 

Baum has for the past de
cades devoted himself to the 
American Jewish Congress 
and, in addition to his present 
duties as executive director, 
acts a director of its commis
sion on international affairs. 
He is recognized and re
spected as a professional 
leader in Jewish life and has 
spent a lifetime on behalf of 
his fellow Jews. 

The presentation will be 
made a t a luncheononJan.21 at 
the B' nai Zion House, 136 East 
39th St., New York City. Call 
(212) 725-1211 for additional in
formation. 

- Nina 
Michelle 

Weiss 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Weiss 
ofProvidence,R.1.,announcethe 
birth of their daughter, Nina 
Michelle, on Dec. 6, 1996. Nina 
was welcomed home by her big 
sister, Marni Rene. 
· Maternal grandparents are 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Weiss of 
North Providence. Pa terna l 
grandparents -are Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Weiss of Providence. 
Paternal great-grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs.Saul Spitz of Provi
dence. 

Nina is named in memory of 
her pa tern a I great-grand parents 
Nathan and Anne Weiss. 

Buyers, Sellers and 
Appraisers of 

ESTATE ~ J EWELRY 

A UTHENTIC A NTIQUE J EWELRY 

Lower Level A nrique Gift Gallery 

3228 Post Road 
A pponaug V i llage 

Warw ick. RI 
(401) 738-0511 
(800) 910-4869 

Lie. #92365 

.. 
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9 SCHOOLBEAT 

ASDS Celebrates Unity 
First-grad e students a t the 

Ruth and Max Alperin Schechter 
Day School, a nd their parents, 
enjoyed a Chanukah celebration 
together, thanks to the efforts of 
Liz G o ldberg a nd Victor ia 
Lambroza, coordinators of the 
ASDS Gateway Project, an en
dowment grant from the Jewish 
Federation of Rhode Island. 

Families brought menorahs 
a nd everyone lit cand les to
gether. Then the s tudents pre
sented a medley of Chanukah 
songs. Theconcertwas followed 
by food and food projects -
edible d reidles, edible meno
rahs, and lots a nd lots of la tkes! 

The Gateway Project is an ini
tia tive to support projects and 

activities that promote multi
cu ltura l ties w ithin the 
Schechter communi ty. It seeks 
to bri ng together members of 
themanycommunitiesatASDS, 
among them families from the 
former Soviet Union, for social 
and educational programs to 
foster better understanding and 
mutual respect. 

CLAP AND SHOUT! A medley of Chanukah songs by the children set the tone for the Alperin 
Schechter Day School Gateway Project fami ly Chan ukah party, recently. Photo co,ntesy of ASDS 

Camp JORI Opens Registration 
Camp JORI, which will be cel

ebrating its60thanniversary next 
year, has now opened registra
tion for the1997 campingseason. 
The only overnight Jewish camp 

in Rhode Island, JORI, which fol
lowsJewishdietary laws,recently 
announced itscampingschedule 
for next summer. 

There will be two four-week 

Discover 
thf Meaning 
o SU11lll).er 

Warmth 
4 & 8 Wk Sessions Eleclives Program 

Malure Slaff Judaic Cullure 

Waler Sports Kosher Food 

Land Sports ACA Accrediled 

Drama & Music 'Z, Allordable Fees 

Arts & Cratts Scholarship Aid 

at the Eli and Bessie Cohen Foundation Camps 

!cAMP camp Camp [a 
1eiji P£MBROKE Tel Noar 

LAKE0lDHAM LAKE POTANIPO SUNSET LAKE 

Pembroke. MA Brookline. NH Hampstead. NH 
Gins. Ages 7- 16 Coed. Ages 8-16 Coed. Ages 8-16 
Apply now to: Apply now to: Apply now to: 
Leslie Brenner David Kromer Morty Wiodro 

508-788-6968 800-433-0901 508-443-3655 
516-476-3746 

F01 Further Information, Confect: 
The Eli and Bessie Cohen foundation Comps, 

30 Main Sheet. Ashland. MAO 1721.(508)681-1002 

camps with the following sched
ule: 
• Trip I - June 30 to July 27 
• Trip II - July 28 to Aug. 24 

The fee for each four-week 
overnight camping session is 
$1,180. 

For first-time campers only, 
Camp JORI also offers four two
week overnight camps: 
• Trip I-A - June 30 to Ju ly 13 
• Trip 1-B - July 13 to 27 
• Trip II-A- July 28 to Aug. 10 
• Trip II-B - Aug. 10 to 24 

The fee for each two-wee_k 
overnight camp is$730and may 
be applied to the cost of a full, 
four-week trip if the child 's stay 
is extend ed. All trips are for boys 
and girls ages 7 through 13. 

For the second year in a row, 
Camp JORI will also make avail
able for 14- and 15-year-olds the 
JORI Leadership In Training 
program. A select program de
signed to develop leadership 
skills, LIT provides a well-bal
anced teen program of fun, lead
ership developmentopportuni
ties and trips away from camp. 

Participants in the program 
have their own daily schedule 
of sports, swim instruction and 
other camp activities; in addi
tion, they assis t the JORI s taff 
and take other leadership roles 
in camp. Trips from camp have 
included mountain climbing 
overnights, canoeing, kayaking 
and excursions to Boston and 
Block Island . LITs pay regular 
camp fees. 

Camp JORI, which is located 
in Narragansett, offers a com
plete sports program, arts and 
crafts, a nd Jewish cultura l pro
gramming. In recentyears, JORI 
has enhanced its commi tment 
lo Jewish cultu re. 

Camper-led Shabbatservices 
provide an opportu nity for cre
ative expression with the JORI 
familysetli ngand qualifi ed s taff 
lead weekly havda lah services, 
da ily prayers a t meals and Is
rael i da ncing and singing. 

For more info rmation, ca ll 
Camp JORI al 521-2655. 

EYES ON THE LIGHT - Daniel Shana and Ethan Gnepp join 
their mothers in lighting of the Chanukah candles at the opening 
of Alperin Schechter's Gateway Project family Chanukah party. 

Photo courtesy of A lperin Schecl1ter Day School 

The Magic of Chemistry 
Start the New Year (a little 

early) with a bang! See unadul
terated science in action! No 
special effects! Hands on! 

The "C he mis try Magic 
Show" promises all this and 
more. Produced by UMass Dart
mo uth Professors W illia m 
"Toby" Dills Jr. and J. A. Golen, 
classroom masters of chemistry 
and biochemistry, the show uses 
the magic of chemistry to enter: 
tain and education. 

An audience of a ll ages is 
invited, but the show does in
cludesome loud noises and may 

not be suitable for the youngest 
of child ren. 

Theshow includes demonstra
tion of chemical luminescence 
(light genera ted by absorbing 
energy), the properties of energy, 
and the making of rainbows. 

The free performances are 
from 7 to 9 p .m. on Dec. 28 and 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Dec. 29 at the 
Main Auditorium in the Cam
pus Center a t the UMass Dart
mouth campus. 

Parking is available in Lots 5 
and 6. For further information, 
ca II (508) 999-8245. 

Scholarships Available 
ht Labor Studies at RIC 

The Institute for Labor Stud
ies and Research is offering two 
new scholarships for labor stud
ies students a t Rhode Island Col
lege for the spring semester. 

In addition to offering schol
arships that cover one-half of a 
labor s tud ies course fee, the in
stitu te now has available for 
union members a limited num
ber of scholarships that cover 
the fu ll course fee. 

The institu te is also offering a 
$100scholarshipstipend for stu
dents who enroll in the labor 
stud ies program and complete 

a course during the spring se
mester. These scholarships are 
being made available through 
the Insti tute for. Labor Studies' 
Edward J. McElroy and Max 
Gursky Scholarship Funds. 

The labor studies program at 
Rhode Island College provides 
the opportunity for people to 
earn a college degree while 
working a full-time job. To find 
out more about the Rhode ls
land College labor studies pro
gram or receive a scholarship 
application and guidelines, ca ll 
463-9900. 

BBC Opens Registration 
Registration for Bristol Community College's spring se

mester is now open, said Dr. Ru th Sherman, d ea n of continu
ing ed ucation and community services. 

During registra tion, BBC offers the services of academic 
ad visors to help students choose their courses and even help 
them choose their program of s tudies. 

Hours for registra tion are Monday through Friday9 a.m. lo 
9 p.m. For more information, ca ll (508) 678-281 1, exl. 2590. 
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PHDS Singers and Actors Score Again 

Providence H e brew Day 
School celebra ted Cha nukah on 
Dec. 10 with an evening pro
gram of music a nd one skit. 

The skit, put on by fifth-grad
ers, relied heavily on word_play, 

and went over very well with 
the audience. 

The music was so vigorously 
played and sung that it was a n 
effort to remain seated while it 
invited you to dance. It was clear 

that under Rabbi Fried's direc
tion, the PHDS choir enjoyed 
its own performance as much 
as its audience did. 

Every seat in the auditorium 
was filled. 

COUNTING DOWN - THREE, TWO, ONE! From the left Elisheva Stark, Atara Kaufman, Shifra 
Andelman and Yehuda Weiner wait for the music to start at PHDS. Herald photo by Alison Smith RABBIJAKUBOWICZ AND Ei.AN NOORPARVOOR light the 

menorah as the Chanukah program at PHDS begins. 

It's Enough to Break Your Heart 
Herald photo by Alison Smith 

by Alison Smith 
Herald Editor 

I went to a program - a skit 
a nd a concert-by the chi ldren 
of Providence Hebre w Day 
School, on Dec. 10. Suddenly in 
the midst of the singing, with
out any reference having been 

mad e to the Holocaus t, the 
thought came to me that mil
lions of children just like these 
sma ll singers, hand-clappers, 
foot-stompersand gigglers were 
slaughtered in particularly bar
baric ways by the Third Reich. 

It was as if someone had tip-

SING! On the right, teachers Jani Rosen, foreground, and Ilana 
Vogel, behind her, clap, s ing and m-0-0-0-v-e with the music as 
they encourage their students to belt it out. (The kids did.) Rabbi 
Fried and his guitar lead the PHDS chorus. 

Herald photo by Alison Sm ith 

UMass Dartmouth Comes Through 
With Cranberry Counter 

Student engineers al UMass Dartmouth have crea ted a Cran
berry Counter for Ocean Spray Company. The machine, a me
chanica l engi neering d esign project, counts cranberries which 
come in a ll different sizes and so were, hitherto, difficult to 
measure except by weight. 

Ocea n Spray li ked the prototype so much, the students built 
the compa ny a second one which was presented to two Ocean 
Spray executi ves al a press conference/reception on Dec. 18. 

A pa tent applica tion is pending. 

toed up behind me, as I sat there 
exchanging smi !es with the kids 
in the front row, and emptied a 
bucket of ice water over my 
head. 

It brought home to me, more 
than talks by survivors, or pic
tures of piles of old glasses and 
shoes, or images of the ovens at 
Auschwitz, how unspeakable 
and unimaginable thecrueltyand 
inhumanity of the Nazis was. 

And then I remembered a 
picture of a ship full of doomed 
Jews, seeking refuge in one har
bor after another, before finally 
sailing back to Europe. Smiling 
bravely from the portholes and 
over the railings were the faces 
of Jewish children. How could 
the governments of the rest of 
the world, including the Ameri
can government, have helped 
to make the murder of these 
children by the Nazis possible? 

It's enough to break your 
heart, again and again. 

MOSHE FRIED, drummer extraordinaire, and Klezmermusician 
Fischel Bressler in the background, provided the beat for student 
singing. Herald photo by Alison Smith 

Career Day Chat 
URI College of Business Administration students had a chance to get advice on job search 

strategies d uring career day in November. Seated from left are: Tracy Kessler, a member of the 
Business Student Advisory Counci l; Francine Cinque, president of the student adv,so~y council; 
and Barbara Lydon, of Price Waterhouse. Standing from left are: Stephen Hopkins of J.P. 
Morgan; Benjamin Kezmarsky, business student advisory council secretary; and Wilham J. 
Hunt, Shove Insurance Co. Photoco11rtesyo{ URI 
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~ ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
'Pines in Snow' on View at RISO 

Many works of art are being 
showcased during the "Pines In 

Snow: ImagesofWinter inJapa
nese Woodblock Prints" exhibi
tion, which is on· view at the 
Museum of Art, Rhode Island 
Sc-hool of Des ig n throug h 
March 2. 

The theme of endurance 
dominates this particular show 
and it is effectively conveyed in 
this particular work through the 
images of snow-covered foliage 
withstanding the harshness of 
winter. 

"Pines in Snow" is included 
in the regular museum admis
sion of $2 for adults; $1 for se
nior citizens; and $-50 for chil
dren ages 5 to 18 and college 
students. Members of the mu
seum are admitted free upon 
presentation of their member
ship card. Admission is always 
free on Saturdays. 

The Museum of Art, RISO, 
located at 224 Benefit St. in 
Providence, houses a world-re
nowned collection of more than 
1,000 works of art from every 
period, culture, and genre. 

'Pines In Snow' 
Photo courtesy_ of 

Museum of Art, RISD 

Parking is available in the 
Metropark lots at Canal Street 
and Park Row. To receive spe
cial half-price parking, visitors 
may validate their tickets at the 
museum's front desks. 

Ji AJ.,ertwe Your Dilling Speci,z/J 011 the Di11i11g Guide PageJ Ji 
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& RESTAURANT 

* 

NEw LooK - NEW MENU - NEW CHEF - GREAT Fooo 

FINE ITALIAN/NEW AMERICAN CUISINE 
2195 Brood Street. Cronston. Historic Powtuxet Villoge • Closed Mondoys 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE - RESERVATIONS 461-0330 

HOLIDAY PARTIES UP TO 100 GUESTS! 

FINALLY 
A Delicious Vegetarian 

"Kosher St)'le" Restaurant 
\ r 
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r,------------------~ 
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: BURGER COUPON! : 
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727 EAST AVENUE, PAWTUCKET, RI 02860 
(401 ) 726-2 826 - DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

What's Cooking At The Bookstore 
This beautiful spread of food, presented a·t Borders Book Shop in Cranston recently, was made 

from recipes in The Jewish Home Cookbook. The 285-page book serves as a fund-raiser for The 
Worcester Jewish Healthcare Center. More than 500 recipes were tested for the cookbook. The 
book can be ordered by writing: The Worcester Jewish Healthcare Center, 629 Salisbury St., 
Worcester, MA 01609. The book costs $22.95. Herald photo by Neil Nachbar 

_UMass Artisanry Program to 
Participate in Festival 

The Artisanry Program in the 
College of Visual and Perform
ing Artsatthe UniversityofMas
sachusetts Dartmouth has been 
invited to participate in the Fes
tival of Crafts Education at the 
Smithsonian Institution next 
spring. 

'After Eden' 
From'now to Dec. 29, Af

ter Eden an exhibit drawn 
from the museum's collec
tion of American Art, a se
lection of paintings, sculp
tures, and decorative arts 
from the Jacksonian era to 
the eve of World War I will 
be at the RISO Museum, 224 
Benefit St., Providence. For 
more information call 454-
6500. 

The festival is part of the 15th 
annual Spring Craft Weekend 
sponso red by the Ja mes 
Renwick Alliance. The alliance 
isa non-profitindependent sup
port organization for the 
Renwick Gallery of the National 
Museum of American Art in the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

UMass Dartmouth is one of 
some 25 educational institutions 
from around the United States 
chosen to participate, based on 
their outstanding craft pro
grams. The festival will give re
cruitment officials the opportu
nity to detail the university's 
programs and opportunities to 
students of all ages and levels of 
experience. 

For further information on 
UMass Dartmouth's artisanry 
program,or the Festival of Crafts 
Education, call Professor Chris 
Gustin at (508) 999-8906 . 

~e~~1,~W 
Exotic Drinks 

~ -rJ; 20 Commerce Way, Seekonk, MA 02771 

ff1I ,,.., (508) 336-8116 - (508) 336-8351 

2 minutes from Showcase Cinemas - close to Lechmere 

'The cheese Sh'?J' 
ef J>rovidence 

• Specialists in the World's Finest Cheeses 
• Gourmet Gift Baskets • Visa & MasterCard 

186 Wayland Avenue, Wayland Square, Providence, RI 
(401) 274-7 177 

Craft Show Data 
Sought for Guild 

Any local or civic group plan
ning an arts and crafts show in 
1997, may wish to let the Con
nec ticut Guild of Craftsmen 
knowaboutitnow.Manycrafts
people plan their show calendar 
in January for the entire year. 

The guild publishes The Craft 
Digest every month for its 3,500 
members. The Digest contains 
advance information about up
coming arts and crafts activities 
on the upper East Coast. 

Organizations planning an 
arts and crafts event in 1997 are 
asked to notify the guild for in
clusion in The Craft Digest. There 
is no charge for listing craft 
events with the guild . 

Show information should be 
sent to: Craft Shows, P.O. Box 
1245, Torrington, CT 06790. _ 

A Night of 
Rockin' Klezmer 

Lupo's Heartbreak Hotel, in 
downtown Prov id ence, will 
rock to the sounds of Bresler's 
Klezmer Hotshots on Dec. 24 
from 8 to 11 :30 p.m. 

The "nosh pit" wi ll be dis
pensing bage ls and cream 
cheese, whi le Bresler's klezmer 
trio dispenses the waili ng, 
laughing, moaning, and jump
ing sounds of eastern Europe. 

Tickets are $5 at the door. 
Lupo's is at 239 Westminster 
St. Ca ll 272-5876 for di rections. 

Coffee 
Exchange 
Roasting Coffee Daily 

Mail O rde r / Gi ft Boxes 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
The Gallery is Jumping! 

by Alison Smith 
Herald Editor 

Theworkof painter Katherine 
Veneman, a resident of Provi
dence, is currently on display in 
Gallery 401 af the Jewish Com-

munity Center of Rhode Island. 
In her artist's statement, 

Ven-eman said, "I use painting 
to explore the subjectivity of 
experience. Paintings can repre
sent multiple events, conveyed si-

multaneouslyon the surface." (the 
italics are mine.) 

Veneman's works are usu
ally big and bold. They are full, 
in some cases, crammed with 
abstract details. Sometimes a 
shape will suggest a heart ... an 
eye ... a fish .. . a pure geometric 
form .. . a familiar Providence 
landmark (or is that what it ap
pears to be?) ... a seashell that 
becomes a trumpet. 

"UNTITLED," by Katherine Venemen. 60" by 42" oil on canvas. 

These canvases are so com
manding that they would 
overpower many living rooms. 
However, as the center of at
tention in a corporate lobby or 
lounge, they would work 
beautifully. In a hallway, sub
ject only to a cursory glance, 
they would be stripped of a 
whole level of significance -
the sma llest details or faint 
scraps of print tha t require 
time and attention to make 
themselves seen a nd felt. 

Herald photo by Alison Smith Theexhibitwill close on Jan. 8. 

Russian Ballet Stars Dazzle In 
'Sleeping Beauty On Ice' 

Direct from Russia, skaters 
from the St. Petersburg State Ice 
Ballet will perform "Sleeping 
Beauty On Ice," Dec. 27at3 p.m. 
a t the Providence Performing 
Arts Center. 

Tickets for this special pre
sentation are available by call
ing 421-ARTS and th rough 
Ticketmaster loca tions. 

Set to the Tchaikovsky score 

Acting Classes 
Scheduled 

Winter classes at Perishable 
Theatre begin Jan. 27 with the 
popular introduction to Acting 
class taughtbyTrini tyRepCom
pany member Fred Sullivan. 

For the more advanced actor, 
the Short Attention Span The
a ter Master Performance class, 
taught by Pat Hegnauer and de
veloped by him a nd Trinity's 
Ed Shea, will be offered again. 

New for this season a re 
classes byYaledrama grad Barry 
M. Press on getting started in 
writing (Improwriting) and on 
staging literature, (Living Lit
era ture: Taking Stories from 
Page to Stage). 

Another new class for actors 
is Anne Brady's workshop on 
finding a nd performing The 
Perfect Monologue. 

Classes returning by popular 
demand include Scene Study 
with Anne Brady, On-Camera 
Acting with Brenda Corwin, and 
lmprov and Scene Study for 
teens with Kevin Oakes. 

Classes are held at Perish
able Theatre, 95 Empire St. in 
downtown Providence. Call for 
a brochure, 331-2695. 

recorded by the orchestra of the 
Kirov Ballet, "Sleeping Beauty 
On Ice" featuressome ofRussia's 
most celebrated skaters. Most of 
the 25 performers in the com
pany are winners of medals and 
awards from Russian and inter
national competitions. 

Kons tantin Rassadin, a lead
ing soloist for 23 years of the 
former Kirov Ballet, brings new 
choreography to this production. 
Rassadin, through years of train
ing and performing, shares asso
ciations wi th the elite of Russian 

balletincluding RudolfNuriyev, 
Natalia Makarova,Mikhail Bary
shnikov and Natalia Dudinskaya. 

"SleepingBeautyOnlce" also 
fea tures more tha n 100 cos
tumes, scenery and lighting to 
create a world of enchantment. 
The effect of ice reflecting skat
e rs as they b lend fea ts of 
athleticism with grace in move
ment is one of the many high 
lights of this presentation. 

An ice rink will be set on the 
PP AC stage for the first time in 
the history of the theatre. 

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 
(I) 

India 
Cafe & Grill 

We add spice to your life 
758 Hope Street, Providence, RI 02906 • (40 1) 421 -2600 

"INSIDE ITS WALLS The Forgotten City Speaks," by Katherine 
Venemen, 36" x 48" oil and graphite on canvas, 

Herald photo by Alison Smith 
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JEWISH COMMUNITY 
' .. . Such A Sense of Family' 

b y Alison Smith 
Herald Editor Do you remember the weather 

we got, to our surprise, on 
Friday, Dec. 6? 

It was supposed to be a rainy 
day, but some front or storm 
system took a n unexpected turn 
and wegot snow ... lots ofsnow ... 
heavy, slippery, wet snow. 

At Providence Hebrew Day 
School , a t 11 a .m ., Ra bbi 
Jakubowicz and his staff d e
cided to call the bus company 
responsible for tra nsporting the 
more than 40 Sharon students 
to PHDS every d ay, and ask 
that the bus come immed ia tely 
to take them home. Sha bbos was 
to start at 4:02, so everyone at 
the school would be heading 
home by 2 p.m. anyway. 

The bus company could not 
locate the driver invo lved. 

Not a word was said to the 
Sharon chi ldren at this point, 
because "ea rly dismissal" has 
an extraordinary effect on kids, 
one might even say an in toxi
cating effect., 

Every few minutes, PHDS 
personnel ca lled Sharon.Noone 
could locate the driver. Fina lly, 
she was found, and at 12:30 or 
12:45she headed for Providence. 

By now, everyone was in a 
count-down situation. The bus 
did not arrive. Still had not come. 
Hadn' t made it, yet. The com
pany tried to get in to uch w ith 
the driver using a cell phone on 
the bus, but wasn't successful. 
Nci one knew exactly where the 
driver and bus were, or when to 
expect them. So, with that 4:02 
deadlineinmind, a decision was 
made to s tart calling parents, 
those in Sharon, and those in 
Providence. 

The Providence parents were 
asked to take one or more chi!-

dren as guests over Shabbos. 
Maureen Sheehan said, "I've 

been here 18 years, and there's 
never been anything like this." 
Everyparentimmediately agreed 
to take a child, or several chil
d ren, without hesitation. '1-low 
many do you need?" they asked. 
''I'll take as many as you need ... " 

Sheehan said , "I just had such 
a sense of fami ly and commu
nity, and I s ti ll get teary think
ing about it, now." (She did .) 

A fifth-grader, instead of 
choosing to go to a Providence 
home with her friends, accom
panied a very young fi rst-grader 
to her guest home so she would 
feel less anxious. 

Jakubowicz said that every 
effort was made to keep fami
lies together, and, failing tha t, 
to p lace friends with friends, to 
ease, as much as possible, any 
feel ings of loneliness or appre
hension. 

Then, while some at PHDS 
were calling the Sharon parents, 
Providence parents were call
ing each other. In less than an 
hour, they had all come to the 
school to pick up their guest 
children, and had located and 
collected appropriate clothing 
in the righ t sizes for the celebra
tion of Shabbos. 

When Jakubowicz appeared 
to conduct the Shabbos service, 
he expected to see his s tudents 
wearing their school clothes. In
stead, he said, "Every chi ld was 
decked out - in less than an 
hour!" 

He shook his head in amaze
ment. " It turned out to be a 
really wonderful, wonderful 
Shabbos." 

It took the bus driver 2 1 / 2 
hours to get to Providence that 
day. No doubt she wi ll remem
ber Dec. 6 for a long time, too. 

'Smart' Card Makes 
its Debut in Israel 

Unica rd , a computerized 
"smart card" capable of numer
ous applications is now being 
used by students at the Hebr~w 
University of Jerusa lem. 

It is the fi rst s tudent card of 
its kind in Israel, the larges t 
smart ca rd project ever imple
mented in the'<:ountry, a nd the 
first to combine the technology 
of a reloadable microprocessor 
card with aspects of identifica
tion, data s torage and an elec
tronic purse. 

The goal of the ca rd is to im
prove student services, shorten 
waiting times and improve ac
cess to information whi le pre
serving pri vacy. 

The plastic card displays the 
holder's picture, name and ID 
number. Implanted in the card 
is a smart chip containing a mi
croprocessor, memory and so-

phisticated means of data stor
age and encryption. 

It wi ll have numerous fu nc
tions, including: identi fica tion, 
access to various u niversity ser
vices. a nd d a tabases, a nd a 
"money card ." 

The card wi ll be credited with 
"campus money" to be used in 
purchasing goods and services 
at campus sites. It will also serve 
as a portable individual data 
fi le s toring grades, academic sta
tus, tuition fee payments and 
personal student data. 

The prime technological sup
plier and coordi nator for the· 
card is Caspit Ltd . of Israel; 
Gemplus S.A. of France is the 
card designer and man ufac
turer, and VeriFone Inc. of Red
wood City, Calif., is the sup
plier of the card accep ti ng de
vices. 

----- - ----------- - - - 7 i Body Mind Programs 1 
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Polly Wants a Walnut 
A big, beautiful, blue parrot, on the hand of the Parrot Lady, accepts a walnut from a guest at 

Cha bad House's Great Chanukah Zest, Dec. 8. Herald photo by Aliso11 Smith 

B'nai B'rith to Reopen its Fund 
to Help Rwandan Refugees 

B' nai B'rith has announced 
that it wi ll reopen its fund to 
provideadditiona l medical care 
for the huge influx of Rwandan 
refugees now in Tanzania who 
have fled from renewed fight
ing in the region. 

Two years ago B'nai B'rith 
donated funds to provide medi
cal supplies and aid to Rwandan 
refugees after hundreds of thou
sands of people were massacred 
in the brutal 1994 civil war. 

Thirty-nine international 
Jewish groups are part of the 

coalition helping the Joint Dis
tribution Committee in these hu
manitarian efforts. 

"The situation in Rwanda is 
one of the most tragic situations 
in the world today. These refu
gees were driven out of their 
country by ethnic hatreds and 
we must do our part to help 
them," said Tommy P. Baer, in
ternational president of B'nai 
B' rith. 

Several months ago B'nai 
B'rith recognized the heroic ef
forts of the Israel Defense Forces 

Medical Team which provided 
needed medica l aid and ser
vices, and hosted Manzi 
Bakuramutsa, Rwandan ambas
sador to the United Nations at a 
U.N. event also honoring the 
late Israe li Prime Minister 
Yi tzhak Rabin. 

At the program, Bakura
mutsa thanked B'nai B'rith "for 
the assistance extended to the 
people of Rwanda during the 
trauma tism suffered by the 
Rwandan people during the 
genocide of last year (1995)." 

Alperin Schechter Names Thirty
Three Students to Honor Roll 

Thirity-three middle school 
students at the Alperin Schechter 
Day School have been named to 
the honor roll. 

Grade 6: David Braverman, 
Tanya Doria, Rachel Furman, 
Jonah Gabry, NoahJablow, Eli na 
Kaplan, Elana Kieffer, Rebecca 

Levine, Aaron Matusow, Ben
jamin Matusbw, !Ian Mitchell, 
Limor Nevel, Noga Nevel, Daniel 
Newman, David Radparvar, 
Sandy Schneider. 

Grade 7: Victoria Bronshtayn, 
Sanda Budinsky, Anna Cable, 
Mychal Fei ngo ld, Margarita 

Tuning Up 

Golubykh, Paige LaMarche, 
Brooke Odessa, Ari Savitzky, 
Elana Snow. 

Grade 8: Daniel Abrams, Jes
sica Fain, Taya Feldman, David 
Greenberg, Eitan Hersh, Peter 
Shapiro, Sam Stein, Arielle 
Wachtenheim. 

They' re warming up and they' re coo l. Some of the musicians a t Alperin Schechter Day School 
relax before perfo rming. HemldphotobyAl1so11S,111th 
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FEATURE 
Keeping the 'Kosher' in Kosher Meat 

by Harold Bloom 

As I ·remember it from my 
youth, the process of pro
viding kosher meat started 

even before the animal was 
slaughtered. The shochet (ritual 
slaughterer) was responsible for 
ascertaining that the animal was 
free of injury or signs of disease, 
which would make it unfit for 
kosher food . 

The shochet was required by 
"halacha," ritual law, to carry 
outslaughterof the animals with 
a single, uninterrupted cut. (I 
still remember theshochet' s case 
of razor-sharp knives he carried 
as part of his duties.) 

All kosher-slaughtered meat 
was officially s tamped (with 
grape juice "ink") by theshochet. 
This certified that the animal 
had been slaughtered in the 
ritual manner. It also meant that 
the shochet had inspected a ll 
the animal's vital parts, and that 
he had found them to be free of 
a ny d efects or diseases that 
would have made the animal 
"traif." 

After the meat was d elivered 
from the slaughterhouse, it be
came the responsibility of the 
"mis hgeeach" to oversee the 
butcher in his handling of it. 

The word "mishgeeach" is 
the Yiddish-ized version of the 
Hebrew word "mashgeeach," 

which means "overseer." Tothe 
public concerned with kosher 
meat, he was the Vaad Haka
sheres representative respon
sible for assuring that the 
butcher ·maintained the kosher 
status of his shop and his prod
ucts. 

In the '30s, I remember the 
"rnishgeeach" of my time, Mr. 
Pressman, with his neatly 
trimmed goatee, in his black 
Homburg and black coat. 

He was, every inch, what I 
would expect of the overseer of 
kosher conditions, the perfect 
representative of the Vaad 
Hakasheres. His businesslike 
demeanor, however, did leave 
time for friendliness and gre
gariousness for this young boy. 

In addition to inspecting the 
sides of meat for the shochet' s 
certification s tamps, he 
checked to see that meat was 
being "kashered" (soaked and 
salted) correctly be fore grind
ing, a nd tha t kashered meat 
was kept separately from non
kashered . 

One of his most important 
tasks wa9 "oopgeesen" (pour
ing water over) the meat that 
had been in the shop for close to 
three days. The reason for this, I 
und e rs tood , was tha t the 
kashres la w decreed that meat 
held without cooking for more 

than three days was no longer 
kosher-unless it was subjected 
to "oopgeesen." 

Whether there was a particu
lar prayer that accompanied this 
ritual, I cannot say. 

As part of meeting the Vaad 
Hakashres requirements, my 
Zaidee Bloom maintained two 
complete meat grinding sys
tems, ·one for kashered meat, 
one for non-kashered meat. 

Not only were these on sepa
rate benches, but when I washed 
them, I had to use two separate 
wash buckets. This enabled 
Zaidee to sell ground meat to 
both the ·Jewish trade and the 
non-Jewish trade (many non
Jewish customers purchased 
kosher-slaughtered meat in the 
perception that such meat was 
fresher, higher quality, better 
tasting, etc:) 

Incidentally, many of our 
older,observantJewish custom
ers preferred to take their meat 
u nground and u11kashered d e
spi te the fact that we d id not 
charge for kashering. This was 
simply because they felt more 
satisfied with the kasheri ng pro
cess when they perfo rmed it 
themselves. (My mother a nd 
gra ndmothers did this, even 
tho ug h it was their o wn 
"mishpochah" who did the in
store kashering!) 

A Painting With Added Dimension 
"New Horizons" by Riva Leviten, now on display at the 

gallery at Highland Court. Herald pltoto by Alison Smitlt 

Jewish Film Producer 
Bats Over 500 

Poor Workshop Attendance Points to Denial by Tom Tugend 
LOS ANGELES (JT A)- Dur

ing a 35-year career, Swiss pro
ducer Arthur Cohn has made 
only nine films and documenta
ries. Five of his works have won 
Academy Awards. 

Rabbi Arthur Cohn, served as 
the chief rabbi of Basel. He was a 
friend of-Theodor Herzl and one 
of the few leaders in the Ortho
dox rabbinate to support the 
founder of modem Zionism. 

by Deborah Seidner 
Th~ Jewish Review 

PORTLAND, Ore. (JTA) 
While52 percent of the Jews w ho 
took part in a recent survey ac
knowled ged tha t they knew 
someone who was the victim of 
domesticviolence,onlyone-third 
of the respondents considered 
domestic violence a serious prob-- , 
!em in the Jewish community. 

In the survey conducted by 
the Community Relations Com
mittee of the Jewish Fed era tion 
of Portland, respondents were 
equally divided between con
sidering domestic violence a 
serious problem, not consider
ing it a serious problem, and not 
knowing if it was a problem.-

In an effort to "burst the 
bubble" of the one-third who 
thought that d omesti_c violence 
was not a serious problem, the 
CRC's Task Force on Domestic 
Violence recently ran a work
shop on the subject. 

It was heavily promoted and 
organizers expected at least 120 
people to a ttend. 

Butonly20people,otherthan 
organizers, showed up at the 
Mittleman Jewish Community 
Center. 

The turnout "speaks to the 
problem," sa id Janice Frey-An· 
gel, executive director of Jewish 
Family and Child Service. 

However, C RC cha irma n 
Michael Simon said he was not 
discouraged by the lower-than
hoped-for a ttenda nce. 

"I think it's a very, very good 
start. We just have to keep build
ing," Simon sa id . "l think this 
program need s to be brought lo 
a nationa l level." 

The program's forma t clearly 
s tirred emotions among those 
w ho did a ttend . 

The panel consisted of a re
habi lita ted abuser; an abuse vic
tim; Glenn Rose of the Men's 

Resource Center, which teaches 
abusers the skills they need to 
break theirabusivepatterns;and 
Sheryl Chomak, a psychologist , 
in private practice in Beaverton, 
Ore. Frey-Angel moderated . 

The pursuit of shalom bayit 
- Hebrew for "peace in the 
home" - and the lack of bat
tered women's shelte rs pre
pared to deal with Je wis h 
women, appear to have made 
rabbis reluctant to send women 
to shelters. 

Both the rehabilitated abuser 
and the abuse victim on the 
panel testified t~ the genera
tional aspect of domestic vio
lence. Abused children tend to 
become abusive parents. 

The former abuser said his 

"Most people can't 
hear it once," Frey-Angel 
said, adding that often 
10 to 15 interventions 
are needed before a 

victim will seek help. 

fa ther was abused as a child, 
and abused him, and now his 
adult son is struggling to avoid 
repea ting the pattern. The vic
tim said her father was abused 
a nd both her brothers have be· 
come abusers. 

The woman said, "l want to 
break down the myth it doesn' t 
happen in Jewish families." 

She described her family as 
promi nent members of a Jewish 
community in another s ta le and 
said one of her earliest memo
ries was of her father screaming 
a l her mother lo s top talking 
during dinner. Whenhermolher 
continued to ta lk, her father 

broke a pla te and threatened to 
cut everyone's throat. 

"I don' t think my family's 
u nique," she said . "I think all 
the horrific things that hap
pened to Jews exist within those 
families today and thatrageand 
that hurt goes somewhere," she 
said. "It's very well hidden due 
to the emphasis on ethics in our 
traditions." 

The former abuser said his 
arrest for pushing his third wife 
was "the most wonderful thing 

- that ever happened to me. I wish 
my mother had the courage to 
take action and save her chil
dren," he added . 

Despite years of therapy, the 
abuser s<1id he was not able to 
truly change until he went to 
the local Men's Resource Center 
to learn the tools to deal with his 
a nger and d esire to control 
others. 

"If you are a mother, protect 
your children," he urged . "Your 
children will be angry with you 
for not taking action. 

"Whether you are an abuser 
or a victim, there are avenues to 
get help. If you do abuse, you 
need tools. If I start to get angry, 
I have confidence knowing l can 
take a time out," he said. 

What actions can be taken ifa 
person suspects that someone is 
being abused ? 

Panelis ts suggested telling 
either the suspected abuser or 
victim what has been observed 
and what is suspected , so they 
know it is not a secret. 

"Any and every intervention 
is helpful," said Rose of the 
Men's Resource Center. 

Frey-Angel, of Jewish Fam
ily and Child Service, agreed . 

"Most people can' t hear it 
once," Frey-Angel said , adding 
that often 10 to 15 interventions 
are needed be~re a victim will 
seek help. 

Cohn, the scion of an old Zi
onist family, thrives on the off
beat, intimate film, which he 
often nurses along for lOor more 
years. When finally completed, 
his product is likely to be turned 
down by every distributor in 
sight - until it wins an Oscar. 

His firs t documentary, "SkY, 
Above, Mud Below," dealing 
with the tribal lifeofNewGuinea 
natives, received an Academy 
Award in 1961. 

His second Oscar, for best 
foreign film, came a decade later 
for "The Garden of the Finzi
Continis." 

His "Black a nd White in 
Color," an anti-war satire cen

. tering on French and Germans 
in Africa during World War I, 
was turned down by 15 distribu
tors, and "Dangerous Moves," 
about a tense, politically ti nged 
chess match, by 22. 

Both films went on to win 
Oscars for best foreign fi lms. 

"l am a perfectionist," he says. 
"I d o not release a film until I 
can live with it. O therwise l 
would ra ther not do anything. l 
do not make any concessions." 

Cohn credits his outlook and 
success to his parents, "who 
passed on to me the roots of 
their beliefs and religion, and 
wings so I could fly out on my 
own and pursue my dreams." 

His father, Marcus, was a re
spected lawyer and a leader of 
the Swiss re li gio us Zio nis t 
movement. He settled in Israel 
in 1949, helped to write many of 
the basic laws of the new sta te, 
and served as Israel's assis tant 
attorney-general until his dea th 
in 1953. 

The producer's grandfather, 

------' ·- - - - -- - - - - ·-

It was because of his grand
fa ther'ssupport,saysCohn, that 
Herzl chose Basel as the site of 
the firs t Zionist Congress in 
1897. 

Cohn is involved in every 
step of the production and re
tains ultimate creative control 
over the editing p rocess. "I ab
solutely' insis t on having the fi
nal cut on any of my films," he 
says. 

Vittorio De Sica directed "The 
Garden," one of his last great 
films. The haunting, lyrical movie 
introduces the viewer to the 
pleasant, even languid, life of the 
Finzi-Continis, an aris tocratic 
Jewish family long settled in a 
northern Italian provinGial town. 

Their enormous estate and 
tennis courts are surrou nded by 
walls, which seem to seal the 
fa mily off from the ugliness and 
slowly intensifying anti-Semi
tism of Mussolini's fascists. 

But ever so gradually, the 
noose tightens around the gen
teel lifestyle and romantic en
tanglements of the fa mily. The 
daughter is barred from her 
university, thesonfrom the pub
lic library, a nd a no nymous 
phone calls disrupt the Passover 
sed er. The story ends in 1943 
with the arrest and deporta tion 
of the entire clan, together with 
the town's other Jews. 

The restored fi lm, currently 
showing in Los Angeles and 
New York, is set to be screened 
in 25 other U.S. cities by the end 
of the year. 

Cohn's artis tic integrity has 
won him respect and the ritual
is ti c acco la d e of a s tar on 
Hollywood's Walk of Fame. He 
is the only foreign producer so 
honored. 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

The 'Ghoulish' Traveler 
Well-known novelis t Anne Rice, w ho wrote such chilling best-sellers as Interview with the 

Vampire, The Witching Hour a nd Exit to Eden, recently flew first class to Israel on El Al Israeli 
Airlines. During her six-day trip,_Rice visited Israel's most popular tourist sites and attractions. 

Here she is a t JFK prior to her departure. Look for mention of Israel in her next book. 
Photo courtesy of£/ Al 

Israeli Coin Set Dedicated to Russian Immigration 
The old tradition of Chanu

kah gelt has taken on new mean
ing in Israel. Every year, the 
government marks the obser
vance of the festival with the 
release of its annual set of offi
cial and d istinctive Chanukah 

coins. Since the holiday is a cel
ebra tion ofa victorious struggle 
against persecution and for reli
gious freedom, this year's coin 
set is particularly appropriate: 
It is dedicated to Russian Jewry. 
It is meant as a celebration of the 

Stephen f. Schiff .. . N.O ... fACS 
Board Certified Urologist 

MOHEL- -
Cer1ijied by the Jewish Theological Seminary and the Rabbinical Assembly 

(4011 274-6565 
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amazing achievements, in a 
short time, of this part oflsrael's 
population. 

It contains a special, 12-sided 
half sheqel coin featuring a Cha
nukah lamp from Russia, with a 
pairof traditional lions support
ing a crowned menorah. It is 
reminiscent of the 18th-century 
Holy Arks from Poland and 
Ukraine. 

Each of the other six coins in 
the set is mintmarked with a 
miniature lamp and the word 
"Hanukka." All coins are mint
fresh. The color album holding 
them is printed in English, He
brew and Russian. There were 
only 7,500 sets produced, and 
each set is serially numbered. 
Price is $35. 

To order, contact the Israel 
Government Coins and Medals 
Corporation, P.O. Box 7900, 
Jerusalem 91078, Israel (Fax or
ders: 011-972-2-561-2298, 
In ternet address - h t tp: / 
www.coins.co.i]). Add $5 for 
shipping and hand ling. 

Place a classified 
ad in the HERALD 

for only $3. 

Call 724-0200 
for deta.ils. 
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'The Biggest Murder Case' 
b y Michael Miller 

Associated Press Writer 
JERUSALEM (AP) _:, Israeli 

scientists have a new theory on 
w hy the d inosaurs became ex
tinct: cosmic radiation that bom
barded the earth following the 
collision of two neutron stars. 

Physicists from the Space 
Research Inst itu te at the 
Technion University in Haifa 
theorize that the mass extinc
tion 65 million years ago was 
caused by the merging of twin 
stars near the earth inside the 
Milky Way galaxy. 

This coll ision created a 
deadly wave of cosmic radia
tion that destroyed the protec
tive layers of the earth's atmo
sphere, frying vegetation and 
obliterating most animal lif!c', the 
researchers say. 

"The study is actually an at
tempt to solve the biggest mur
der case in the history of li fe on 
earth," said Amon Dar, a phys
ics professor a t the Technion, 
w howithcolleaguesNirShaviv 
and Ari Lior has submitted the 
theory for p ublication in the 
journal Science. 

There have been several theo
ries that astral radiation caused 
mass extinctions. 

David N.Schramm, anastro
physicist a t the University of 
Chicago,suggested last year that 
exploding stars called superno
vas could have caused another 
mass extinction - the most se
vere in earth's history - that 
killed 95 percent of all life 225 
million years ago. 

But Dar sa id supernovas 
could not have caused a ll six 

, massextinctions that sweptover 
the earth in the last 650 million 
years - one about every 100 
million years. 

"The rate of supernova ex
plosion is not great enough to 
explain the 100 million year ex
tinctions," Dar said recently. 
"But the merging of neutron 
stars could be responsible." 

Twin stars merge every day 
somewhere in the universe, pro
ducing radiation in the form of 
gamma and cosmic rays that 
strike the earth's atmosphere. 
Usually, the sta12 are too far 
away to do any damage and the 
radiation is harmlessly absorbed 
by the ozone layer. 

~ut occasionally - about 
every 100 million years by Dar's 

estimate - twin or binary stars 
collide close to earth, producing 
devasta ting effects. 

Dar's theory is "a credible 
idea," Schramm said. "We do 
know there isat least one known 
pair of neutron stars (near earth) 
that are spiraling closer together 
and will indeed collide." 

But that collision, he said, is 
at least 100,000 years away. 

The dinosaurs' demise has 
been the subject of hot debate in 
scientific circles. Dar discounts 
the prevailing theory - sup
ported by Schramm - that an 
asteroid strike in Chicxulub in 
Mexico's Yucatan was to blame. 

Chicxulub is home to a crater 
more than 100 miles wide that 
cou ld have been formed by a 
blast with the explosive power 
of 100 to 300 megatons of TNT. 
The theory holds that the aster
oid crash created a huge explo
sion that cast enough dust and 
rock into the atmosphere to 
block out the sun, turning the 
earth cold and inhospitable to 
all but the hardiest organisms. 

Dar said this theory does 
not explain the great leap in 
biodi versi ty following the 
mass extinctions. He contends 
the vast amount of radia tion 
produced by a neutron star 
coll ision explains why the 
number of a nimal and p lant 
species increased .so quickly 
after mass extinctions. 

Those animals that survived 
- because of their hardiness or 
lack of radioactive exposure -
would have produced a greater 
number of genetic mutations, 
Dar said. 

Dar is now trying to deter
mine which twin stars in the 
earth's vicinity are likely to col
lide and potentially bring on the 
next mass extinction. 

"In principle, we could pre
dict almost pr,:cisely how long 
it wi ll take before they merge in 
this lethal way," he said. 

Meanwhile, both Schramm 
and the Israeli scientists are con
tinuing to look for evidence of 
irradiated miner a ls in the earth's 
geologic layers, signs of either a 
supernova or neutron star colli
sion. 

"I think the real test will be if 
we can find those iso topic 
anomalies," Schramm said . 
"Unless we find those, we're 
missing the smoking gun." 

Levy Reportedly Sees Territorial 
Compromise as Necessary 

Israel Line 
ForeignMinisterDavid Levy 

said in closed meetings recently 
that reaching a peace treaty with 
Syria will be impossible with
out an Israeli readiness to con
sider territorial concessions on 
the Golan Heig h ts, Yediot 
Aharonot reported. 

The statements were a rei t
eration of the foreign minister's 
posi tion d uring his contacts 
with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on the eve of the 
Gesher party's decision to join 
the Likud Knesset campaign. In 
those discussions, Levy report
edly mentioned that he first ex
pressed thisstanceseveral years 
ago. 

A senior Israeli official told 
journalists during a briefing in 
Jerusalem on Dec. 10 that it is 
wishful thinking to believe that 

it is possible to make peace with 
Syria without territorial com-
promise. , 

The official explained that 
Syrian talks had already bogged 
down during the term of the 
late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. The efforts of former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
earlier this year also became 
d ead locked, said the official. 

The present government has 
not found any of the alleged 
written commitments by the 
previous administration to Syr
ian President Hafez el-Assad 
concerning a general wi th
drawal from the Golan Heights. 

The source noted that the 
government is not obliged to 
honor the "trial understand
ings" of the previous adminis
tration because they were not 
written down or finalized . 

I 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 
Modern Orthodox Navigate Moderation Amid the Tensions 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

RYE, N.Y. (JTA) - Yeshiva 
University President Rabbi 
Norman Lamm has often said 
that modern Orthodoxy's cen
tral problem today is that its 
adherents tend to be moderate 
about their passions, rather than 
passionate-about their modera
tion. 

Built on a philosophy of si
multaneous observance of 
G-d's commandments and in
tegration with the world, the 
movement is now seeking to · 
reinvigorate the ideology of 
moderation. 

This quest was clear at the 
98th annual convention of the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Con
gregations of America, held in 
New York recently, where 
speakers and some of the 
800 participants interviewed 
sounded similar themes. 

At the same time, it became 

Adherents tend to be 
moderate about their 
passions, rather than 

passionate about 
their moderation. 
Rabbi Norman lAmm 

apparent that the O.U., as an 
organization of about 750 syna
gogues plus about 25,000 indi
vidual members, seems to have 
succeeded in recharging itself 
as an institution with a clear 
sense of its own mandate. 

The modern Orthodox quest 

comesatatimewhen,itiswidely 
acknowledged, there are no 
truly great modern Orthodox 
rabbis leading the movement. 
The vacuum has been acutely 
felt by modern Orthodox Jews 
since the 1993 death of their prin
cipal theologian, Rabbi Joseph 
Soloveitchik. 

It also comes as the modern 
Orthodox are grappling with 
tensions between the forces of 
assimilation and the influences 
of the right wing. 

The religious and social be
havior of modem Orthodox Jews 
has in recent years, been pulled 
rightward by the more stringent, 
isolationist practices of the fer
vently Orthodox community. 

Meanwhile, assirnila tion and 
intermarriage are making in
roads to the modern Orthodox 
community, though to a lesser 
extent than among religiously 
liberal and unaffilia ted Jews. 

Sociologist William Helm
reich, who has studied and writ
ten about the Orthodox world, 
pointed out ways in which the 
right wing has influenced what 
used to be called modern Or
thodoxy, but these days is often 
called centrist Orthodoxy. 

Men and women used to sit 
together everywhere, as they did 
at the O.U. convention, except 
in synagogue. Now it is com
mon for the sexes to be sepa
rated atwedding receptionsand 
other social functions, and for 
musical concerts to be open to 
men or women only, he said in 
an address to the convention. 

In one case, Helmreich said, 
the principal of a Yeshiva Uni-

Netanyahu-Alf irms Support 
for Expanding Settlements 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Re

sponding to worldwide criti
cism oflsraeli settlement policy, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net
anyahu denied recently that his 
government had d ecided to 
build new settlements in the ter
ritories. 

At the same time, Netanyahu 
affirmed his government's sup
port forexpandingexistingsettle
mentsintheWestBankandGaza 
Strip, adding that the rate of 
building under his administra
tion did not even approach that 
of the previous government. 

"Under the Labor govern
ment, the settlements expanded 
by 50 percent, the greatest ex
pansion of the settlements in 
Israel's history," Netanyahu 
told a news conference recently 
in Lisbon, where he was attend
ing a meetjng of the Organiza
tion for Coopera tion and Se-

·curity in Europe. 
"We are nowhere near that 

rate, and I don;t say that hap
pily," hesaid. "lthinkwewould 
like to change that as well. I'm 
talking a-bout existing settle
ments, not new ones." 

The Netanyahu government 
has approved the construction 
of thousands of apartments in 
existing settlements, sparking 
anger from the Palestinian Au
thority and Arab states. The 
United States has voiced disap
proval of the expansion plans. 

However, construction has 
not yet begun, a fact that has 
generated further protests by 
Jewish settlers. 

Netanyahu attributed the de
lay in expanding settlements to 
budgetary constraints. 

The government is trying to 
slash more than $2 billion from 
the 1997 budget, in an effort to 
bring the deficit under control. 

Jordanian Minister in Israel 
by Israel Line 

Jordanian Information Min
ister Marwin Muasher a'rrived 
in Israel recently and met with 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
and Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, Ha'aretz reported. 

Israel views Muasher's visit, 
the first of a Jordanian minister 
since July, as particularly im
portant. Muasher served as the 
first Jordanian ambassador to 
Israel and is an expert on Is
raeli-Jordanian relations. 

Duljng his meetingwithLevy, 
Muasher raised the subject of the 
Palestinian negotiations. Levy 
updated his guest on the details 
of the accord being formulated 
and explained Israel's security 
concerns, particularly the need 
to maintain Israel's right to hot 
pursuit of terrorists. 

Muasher and Levy also dis
cussed bilateral issues such as 
water. 

Israel Line was prepared by 
Joshua Mitnick. 

versity-affiliated high school an
nounced that he does not ap
prove of "Torah U'maddah," 
meaning literally Torah and sci
ence, but referring to the world
view endorsing observance with 
integration with secular society. 

"Shakespeare, Freud, Marx 
and secular art" are now viewed 
as forbidden, he said. "We've 
thrown out the good with the 
bad, and as modern Orthodox 
Jews, we should want both. 

"We can follow Agudan if 
we want," said Helrnreich, re
ferring to Agudath Israel of 
America, the organization rep
resenting fervently Orthodox, 
or haredi, interests. 

"But we will always be a paler 
shade of black and so not attrac
tive to young people." 

At the same time, several 
speakers at the convention 
urged modern Orthodox Jews 
to stop "looking over their right 
shoulders" and to focus more 
on their own mission. 

Mo~t of what Helmreich said 
"is almost irrelevant outside of 
New York," said Rabbi Ilan Feld
man, spiritual leaderof Atlanta's 
Congregation Beth Jacob. 

He decried as a "preoccupa
tion and obsession" his move
ment's concern about the right 
wing. 

"Let's grow from each other 
and not spend our time talking 
about why some other Ortho
dox Jew is a negative influence 
on us," he said. 

Rabbi Bernard Lander, presi
dent of Touro College, clearly 
articulated the movement's 
struggle in his remarks. 

Touro is a New York City 
college attended by many haredi 
Jews who go to learn computer 
,or accounting skills they need 
to earn a living. 

Citing assimilation and in
termarriage statistics, Lander 
labeled secular colleges "the cre
matorium of our people" be-

"We've thrown out 
the good with the bad, 

and as modem 
· Orthodox Jews, we 
should want both." 

Sociologist William Helmreich 

cause they are where young 
Jews from traditional homes 
encounter secular values and 
date non-Jews for the first time. 

"What chance do our young 
people have inco-ed dorms with 
co-ed bathrooms?" he asked. 
"Torah does not preach a segre
gated ghetto, but participation 
in civic affairs. But we must not 
forget the importance of bound
aries, of separation." 

Amid this quest for a renewed 
ideology, however, is a growing 
organizationwithanincreasingly 
clear sense of purpose. 

The Orthodox Union is ex
panding to Israel its network of 
teen social clubs, the National 
Conference of Synagogue 
Youth, which has some 40,000 
members in the United States. 

The O.U. is also establishing a 
National Jewish Sports League in 
several cities with the goal of using 

• basketball to reach Jewish public 
school students who otherwise 
might be at risk of assimilating. 

Last year, the O.U. initiated 
an in-home discussion-group 
project called Pardes, which has 
so far involved an estimated 
12,000 people in eight countries 
and some 50 college campuses, 
according to an O.U. report. 
_ The organiza tion has created 
a strongpresenceon-line, where 
its home page on the World 
Wide Web gets about 8,000 hits 
a day, 2,000 from people who 
have never visited there before, 
said Rabbi Raphael Butler, 
O.U.'s executive vice president. 

The site (www.ou.org) in
cludes an "on-line halachah 
hotline" and "Vebbe Rebbe," fo 
answer questions about kashrut 
and other aspects of Jewish law. 

Financially, the O.U. has 
eliminated the $750,000 deficit 
it had two years ago and has 
grown - in terms of its mem
bership and its budget- by 50 
percent in the last two years, 
Ganchrow said. 

The O.U. currently spends 
about $8 million a year on pro
grams, he said. 

Government Targets Stores 
Open on Sabbath in Tel Aviv 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JT A) - The 

battle over whether so-called 
"blue laws" should be enforced, 
keeping businesses closed dur
ing the Sabbath, has taken a new 
turn. 

Recently, inspectors from the 
Labor and Social Affairs Minis
try raided snack bars and news
stands in the Tel Aviv area that 
were open on the Sabbath. 

In an effort to prevent the 
ministry itself from violating the 
Sabbath, the inspectors carry
ing out the checks were Druse 
Arabs, not Jews. 

Labor and Social Affairs Min
ister Eliyahu Yishai said the in
spections were part of an effort 
to ~nsure fair competition. 

"There are many business 
owners in Tel Aviv who do not 
want to work on the Sabbath, 
and they complain that because 
their competitors are open on 
the Sabbath, they have no other 
choice," he told the Israeli daily 
Ma'ariv. 

bath, there were reports that the 
ministry was tripling the num
ber of its inspectors. 

The head of the labor law 
branch at the ministry, Ephraim 
Kechalon, denied that the in
spections were related to the 
rally. 

During their rounds, inspec
tors slapped citations on the 
baffled owners of two snack bars 
in Ramal Gan, a municipality 
adjacent to Tel Aviv. 

"We have been open [on the 
Sabbath] for the past eight years, 
and we were surprised to sud
denly have _auditors asking us 
for information," said Meir Ofer, 
an employee at one of the busi
nesses. 

"O\Jr kiosk serves a ll of 
Rama t Gan. If they close our 
business on the Sabbath,-1 don' t 
know if we can stay afloat." 

Ramat Gan Mayor Zvi Bar 
said busine~ses that were open 

on the Sabbath did so with the 
consent of the municipal, coun
cil, as part of the religious status 
quo. 

"In any event, the [auditors] 
cannot close the kiosks, only 
write up reports," he said. 

The auditors also warned 
shopowners in northern Tel 
Aviv that the area would be a 
i:ent_ral target in corning weeks. 

Spedallzlng In 
Bar /Bat Mihvahs & 
Corporate Screening 

421-3268 
IIS8-1164N-Main SI. 
Providence, RI 02904 

"The auditors are doing their 
work throughout the country, 
and will continue enforcing the 
law," said Yishai, who isa mem
ber of the fervently Orthodox I 
Sephardi Shas Party. I 

After an Orthodox-spon
sored rally was held Dec. 6 in I 
Tel Aviv to prevent local l;>usi- I 
nesses from desecrating the Sab-
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OBITUARIES 
RUTH R. BLEAU 

WARWICK-RuthR.Bleau, 
75, of 777 Cowesett Road, owner 
of the former Ruth's Restaurant 
of Cranston before _retiring in 
1970, died on Dec. 11. She was 
the wife of the late Leo Bleau. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Louis and Mollie 
(Shafer) Silverman, she had 
lived in Warwick for many 
years. 

She was a graduate of the • 
Rhode Island School of Beauty 
Culture. She was a member of 
Congregation Shaare Zedek and 
the Sparrow' s Point 2 Tenants 
Association. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves two sons, Louis Bleau of 
North Kingstown and Raymond 
Bleau of Thousand Oaks, Calif.; 
two daughters, Claire Bleau of 
Providence and Marlene Snow 
of Guthrie, Okla.; a sister, Flo
rence Landes of Warwick; and 
three grandchildren, She was the 
sisterof the late Anna Silverman. 

A graveside service was held 
Dec. 13 at Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Post Road, Warwick. Ar
ra ngements were by Max Sug
arma n Memorial Chapel, 458 
Hope St., Providence. 

HILDA EPSTEIN 
FALL RIVER· - Hilda 

Epstein, 97, a resident of the Jew
ish Home for the Aged died Dec. 
6. 

Born in Fall River, she was 
the daughter of the late Jacob 
and Fannie (Cutler) Epstein. She 
was a lifelong resident of Fall 
River. 

She was a memberofTemple 

Beth El of Fall River and was a 
member of Hadassah. 

She had worked as a sales 
lady at the former J.J. Newberry 
Store, as weU as the former 
AnLee Millinery Store that had 
been in Fall River for many 
years. 

She is survived by two sis
ters, Aida Semansky of New 
Bedford and Irene Feinberg of 
West Hartford, Conn. She was 
also sisterof the late Rose Felder, 
Dora Wyse and the late Joseph, 
Milton and Harry Epstein. 

A graveside funeral service 
took place Dec. 8 at Temple Beth 
El Cemetery in Fall River. Ser
vices were coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

BEVERLY JEAN FABER 
TEXAS - Beverly Je·a n 

(Salasky) Faber died Dec. 5. She 
was the wife of Stanley Faber. 

Besides her husband, she is 
survived by two sons, S. An
drew and Marc D. Faber; sister 
of Dr. Phil R. and Aviva Salasky 
of Williamsburg, Va.; Lynn ancl 
Sam Stepak of Providence; Sam 
a nd Sandi Faber of Sharon, 
Mass.; three grandchildren, 
Forrest Faber of Denison, Tex., 
and Michael Faber and Emi ly 
Faber of Friendswood, Tex. 

Funeral services were held 
Dec. 8 at Temple B'Nai Israel, 
with Rabbi James Kessler offici
ating. Interment followed a t 
Galveston Memorial Park. Ar
rangements were by J. Levy & 
Bro., funeral directors, 
Galveston, Texas, assisted by 
Max _Sugarman Memorial 

Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

LILLIAN FINE 
EAST PROVIDENCE 

Lillian Fine, 81, of Rumford 
Towers, 105 Newman Ave., a 
saleswoman for the Dorothy 
Williams store in Wayland 
Square for many years before 
retiring six years ago, died Dec. 
8 at home. She was the wife of 
Abraham Fine·. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Sullivan, she lived in Cranston 
for· many years before moving 
to East Providence 15 years ago. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves a daughter, Barbara 
Jamieson of Cranston; a son, 
David Fine of East Greenwich; 
and three grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 10 at Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
ParkCemetery, PostRoad, War
wick. 

SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 
PROVIDENCE - Sid ney 

Goldstein, 90, of 176 Tenth St., a 
newspaper distributor for Max 
Silverstein Co. before retiring in 
1979, died Dec. 10 in Miriam 
Hospital. He was the husband 
of Diana (Feital) Goldstein. 

A lifelong resident of Provi
dence, he was a son of the late 
Charles and Dora (Silverstein) 
Goldstein. 

He was a member of Temple 
Emanu-El, the former Jewish 
Home for the Aged, the Jewish 
Family Service, and a life mem-

MAx SUGARMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
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ber of the Hebrew Free Loan 
Association. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, Hannah Kessien of 
Nashua,N.H., and three grand
children. He was a brother of 
the late J. William Goldstein, 
Rose Goldstein, May Hirsch and 
Gladys Goyne. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 12 in the Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was in Lin
coln Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

CELIA GREENE 
PROVIDENCE - Celia 

Greene, 78, of 262 Warrington 
St., a retired nurse, died Dec. 10 
in Rhode Island. She was the 
widow of Leo Greene. 

Born in Centra l Fa lls, a 
daughterof the late Thomas and 
Rose (Levine) Lucksniansky,she 
lived in Providence for most of 
her life. · 
_ She wasa memberofTemple 
Torat Yisrael and its Sisterhood, 
and a member of the former 
Temple Beth Israel. She was a 
member of the Cranston Senior 
Gui ld , Pawtucket Memorial 
Hospital and the R.I. Nursing 
Association. 

She leaves a son, James P. 
Greene of Cranston; two daugh
ters, Nadine M. Gr-eene of Cran
ston and Bernice M. Greene of 
Jamestown; three sisters, Myrtle 
Feldman of Providence, Esther 
Feldman of Pompa no Beach, 
Fla.,and Rena Mills of Warwick. 
She was the sister of the late 
Ann Coul ter a nd Jennie 
Falcofsky. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 12 at Temple Torat Yisrael, 
330 Park Ave., Cranston. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Cemetery, 
Warwick. Arrangements were 
by Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

ESTHER THORMAN 
HALPERT 

BETHESDA, Md. - Esther 
Thorma n H alpert, 86, of 
Bethesda, Md., formerly of Riv
erside,d ied Dec. 14 in the Spring 
House Westwood , Bethesda. 
Shewas thewidow ofEdwinO. 
Halpert. 

She was born in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and lived in Rhode Island 
for 60 years. 

She was president of the 
CouncilofJewishWomen anda 
member of the Wellesly College 
Cluo and Temple Beth-El. 

She leaves a daughter, Joan 
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Halpert of Riverside; a son, 
Stuart Halpert of Bethesda; a 
brother, Lincoln R. Thorman of 
Beachwood, Ohio; and two 
grandchildren. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 16 in Temple Beth-El, 70 
Orchard Ave., Provide nce. 
Burial was in Sons of Israel & 
David Cemetery, Cranston. Ar
rangements were under the di
rector of Max Sugarman Memo
rial Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

HYMANLIPET 
WARWICK-HymanLipet, 

· 73, of 80 Partition St., owner of 
the former Kay's package store 
in Warwick, retir ing several 
years ago, died Dec. 13 at home. 
He was the husband of the late 
Pia (Jurmann) Lipet. 

Born in Pawtucket, a son of 
the late Louis and Bessie Lipet, 
he lived in Warwick since 1955. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World WarJI.Hewasa·rnember 
of Temple Sha lom in 
Middletown, and a past com
mander of Reback Winston Post 
of the Jewish War Veterans of 
America. He was a member and 
,past master of the Nathanael 
Green Masonic Lodge in War
wick and a member of Oversea, 
Masonic Lodge and the Pales
tine Shrine. 

He was former high priest of 
Harmony Royal Arch Chapter 
and a memberofSincerityChap
ter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. 

He leaves a son,Jerome Li pet 
of Nashua, N .H.; two sisters, 
Sophie Diamond of Pawtucket 
a nd Mollie Li pet of Scituate; and 
a brother, Joseph Li pet of Paw
h,lcket. He was brother of the 
late James Lipet. 

The funeral service was held 
Dec. 16 in Mount Sinai Memo
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

SAMUEL L. LIPMAN 
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. -

Samuel L. Lipman of 121 Burns 
St., New Bedford, died Dec. 13. 
He was the husband of the late 
Annette (Bagdanowsky) Lipman. 

He is survived by two daugh
ters Harriet Gottesma n a nd 
Judith Sterns of Dartmouth, 
Mass., and two sons, Martin 
Lipman of Dartmouth, Mass., 
a nd Kenneth Lipman of 
Fairhaven, Mass.; four sisters, 
Gertrude Nevins,KateHurwitz, 
Flore nce Katz a ll of N e w 
Bedford and Ida Lipman of Ja
maica Plain, Mass.; and seven 
grandchildren. He was also the 
brother of the late Eva Meyer. 

Funeral services were held 
Dec. 15 a t" the Tifereth Israel 
Cong regation, 145 Brow nell 
Ave., New Bedford. Burial was 
at Plainvi lle Cemetery, New 
Bedford. 

Arrangements were by Max 
Sugarman Memorial Chapel, 
458 Hope St., Providence. 

HARRY OLSON 
HOLLYWOOD, Fla.-Harry 

Olso n, 80, of 4001 Hi llcrest 
Drive, Hollywood, and a sum
mer resident of 50 Park Row 
West, Providence, died Dec. 11 
in Rhode Island Hospital. He 
was the husba nd ofl rene (Lash) 
Olson, and husband of the late 
Evelyn Olson. 

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., a 
son of the la te Michael and 

(Continued on !'age 19) 



Rebecca Olson, he lived in 
Hollywood, Fla., for 13 years 
and was a summer resident of 
Providence. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World War II with the rank of 
1st lieutenant, and was the re
cipient of numerous medals. 

He was founder of the former 
ModernBoxCo.inPhiladelphia. 
He was a member of Temple 
Be th-El in Provide nce, the 
Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, Mass., the Hillcrest 
Country Club in Hollywood, 
Fla., and the Jewish Commu
nity Center in Providence. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
daughter, Harriet Fisher in 
Philadelphia; a stepdaughter, 
Andrea Finkel of Providence; a 
stepson, Richard Licht of Provi
dence; a sister, Sarah Snyder of 
Philadelphia; a stepsister, Ann 
Schaffer of Phi ladelphia; two 
brothers, Benjamin Olson of 
Sarasota, Fla., and Isadore Olson 
ofAtlanticCity,N.J.;twogrand
children and two great-grand
children. He was the father of 
the late Ronald Olson. 

A graveside funeral service 
was held Dec. 13 in Har Nebo 
Cemetery, Philadelphia. Local 
arrangements were coordinated 
by Mount Sina i Me mo ria l 
Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

Choosing Judaism 
(Co ntinued from Page 4) 

mitments, joining Judaism is 
a !so automatically joining Jews. 

In our day, Jews must and 
should welcome those who 
would cast their fate with us. 
Some of the most talented and 
dedicated Jews in the world are 
those who were not born Jew
ish. 

Judaism is not a race but a 
spiritual inheritance, and the 
Talmud ascribes a special merit 
in those who were not them
selves born Jewish bu t who 
share its idea ls and are moved 
by the rhythms of its law and 
lore. 

Rabbi David J. Wolpe writes on 
Judaism from the point of view of 
the Conservative Movement. 

Families Struggle 
(Continued from Page 4) 

o the r? Would a forma l 
method be helpful or artificial? 

Howis yourfamily'sstruggle 
like tha t of Joseph and his broth
ers? 

The Chafetz Chaim teaches 
that when Joseph declared him
self to his brothers, the 22 previ
ous years suddenly made sense. 

So, too, at the end of time, 
G-d will be revealed to us, and a 
veil will be lifted from our eyes, 
a nd we will comprehend all his
tory. Until then,ourfamilieswill 
continue to struggle as they 
grow. 

Cheri Ellowitz Silver is the reli
gious school principal at Temple 
Emanuel, Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Correction 
The Temple Ema nu-El 

member shown carrying a 
big plastic box of donated 
clothing in our Super Sun
day section on Dec. 12 was 
Josh Rubin, not Josh Rabin, 
as indica ted. Our mistake. 
We apologize. 

MAE RABINOWITZ 
PROVIDENCE Mae 

Rabinov,,itz, 89, of the Regency 
Plaza, a buyer for T.W. Rounds 
Co. in Providence, before retir
ing, died Dec.13inMiriamHos
pital. She was the widow of 
David Rabinowitz. 

A lifelong Providence resi
dent, she was a daughter of 
the late Harris a nd Sarah 
Kominsky. 

- She was a memberofTemple 
Beth-El and a member of the 
Jewish Home for the Aged. 

She leaves two nieces, Norma 
Ryan of Cranston and Rosalie 
Busgang in New Jersey; four 
nephews, Jerome Feinstein of 
Sarasota, Fla., Benton Feinstein 
in Virginia and Theodore and 
Harris Feinstein, both of War
wick. 

A graveside funera l service 
was held Dec.15atLincoln Park 
Cemetery, Post Road, Warwick. 
Services were coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope $t., Providence. 

DARREN A. SCHONGOLD 
NORTH KINGSTOWN, R.I. 

- Darren A. Schongold, 21, of 
31 LeatherleafTrail, died unex
pectedly Dec. 13 at home. He 
was the son of Kenneth and 
Sheryl (Bender) Schongold and 
grandson of Evelyn Bender and 
the late Dr. Adolph Bender of 
Attleboro, Mass. 

He was a graduate of North 
KingstownHigh Schooland was 
active in track, basketball and 
football. He was the Rhode Is
land State 100- a nd 200-meter 
track champion, and the New 
England 200-meter champion. 
He was on the 1993 United States 
team to the Maccabean Games 
in Israel, and won two gold 
medals. He was an Eagle Scout 
from Troop 100, Wes tboro, 
Mass., and was a lso a Big 
Brother. 

The funeral service on Dec. 
17 was held at Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. Burial was at Beth 
El Cemetery, Fall River, Mass. 

Ethiopian Knesset Member 
Makes a Point in Blood 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM QTA)-Labor 

Knesset member Adisu Massa la 
refused to participate last week 
in a blood drive, saying that 
Magen David Adorn continues 
to discriminate against Ethio
pian donors. 

Massala, the first Ethiopian 
elected to the Knesset, said offi
cials conducting the blood drive 
at the Parliament bui lding had 
refused to assure him (Massa la) 
that his donation would be used. 

His refusal comes nearly a 
year a fter a controversy over 
the issue erupted . In January, 
an_ Israeli newspaper disclosed 
that blood donations from Ethio
pian Jews had been routinely 
discarded because of w ha t 
health officials thought was a 
high incidence of HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS, in the com
munity. 

Revelation of the practice 
sparked angry protests by the 

Ethiopian community, which 
has lo ng fe lt discriminated 
against by the rest of Israeli so
ciety. 

A public commission estab
lished in the wake of the pro
tests found serious flaws in the 
policy regarding blood dona
tions from Ethiopia ns . The 
commission's report, issued in 
July,said thatofthe l ,400 known 
cases of AIDS in Israel, 550 of 
them came from the Ethiopian 
community. 

The report recommended 
that new criteria be set so that 
blood donations would be ac
cepted on a case-by-case basis. 

But Massala said last week 
that nothing had yet been done 
to change the blood donation 
policy. 

Health minis ter Yehoshua 
Matza said Massala was wel
come to donate his blood and it 
would be used if it was found 
fi t. 

E.U., Palestinians 
Initial Trade Accord 

by Joseph Kopel 
BRUSSELS (JTA) - The Eu

ropean Union last week ini
ti aled a trade and cooperation 
accord with the Pa lestinia n 
Authority. 

The move, whichcameas part 
of the E.U.'s objective of creat
ing a Euro-Mediterranean free 
trade zone, "reinforces the mes
sage that the European Union 
sees the Palestinians as equal 
participants in the emerging 
Eu ro-Mediterranean space," 
said a n E.U. spokesman. 

The agreement was signed 
by European Commission di
rector-general Enrico Chioffi 
and by an official of the Pales
ti ne Liberation Organization in 
the name of the Palestinian Au
thority, which is not recognized 
to sign interna tional accords. 

The E.U. has already con
cluded trade accords with Tuni-
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sia, Israel and Morocco. 
The accord confirms trade 

concessions that the E.U. has 
offered the Palestinians since 
1986 for agricultural and indus
trial products. 

It is expected to be formally 
signed by the end of the month. 

The E.U. is the largest donor 
of financial aid to the Palestin
ian Authority. 

Since 1993, the E.U. has con
tributed more than $327 million 
for the development of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip . 
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STEVE YOKEN ENTERTAINMENT -Profes
sional disc jockey. Weddings, bar mitzvahs. 
Package includes- elegant string quartet 
or chamber trio. (508) 679-1545. 5/22/97 

FOR SALE 

WETHERSFIELD, WARWICK Gorgeous, pri
vate condo great for single professional! 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, patio, pool, tennis, every
thing you need! $89,000. Call 737-2703: 

12/26/96 

GUTTERS 

COMPLETE GUTTER CLEANING, repair and 
installation, all size homes. Statewide. Call 
Mr. Gutter Clean and Repair. 354-6725, Provi
dence. 884-0714, East Greenwich. 3/20/96 

REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT: Tenth St. Smashing 3 bedrooms, 
hardwood floors. Garage. $735. Angell St. 2 
bedrooms, hardwood. $825 including all utili
ties. Blackstone Blvd. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths. 
$750. Salk Real Estate. 331-4132 12/26/96 

FOR SALE: Fourth and Lorimer. Walk to day 
school, synagogues. 4 bedrooms. Large pri
vate yard. Two-car garage. Excellentforgrow
ing family. Check out lowered interest rates. 
Salk Real Estate. 331 -4132. 12/26/96 

LOOKING FDR PARADISE? It's right here in 
Sarasota, Florida! Let me help you explore 
th is glorious coast of Florida. I have lived here 
for 15 years and have been selling real estate 
for 14 years. Call me! Susan Sadwin Morin 
(realtor), 2000 Webber Street, Remax Prop
erties, Inc. Sarasota, FL 34239 1-800-246-
4556. 1/16/97 

SERVICES RENDERED 

COPPERFIELD'S SERVICES- Fast acousti
cal ceiling. Cleaning and restoration. Interior 
painting. P & L products. Call David, 1-800-
390-2050. 3/6/97 

LIFETIME 
WINDOWS~ 

VINYL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
VINYL SIDING 
826-7880 
LIFETIME WARRANTY 
ON WINDOWS 
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AJlprius include instatl1ti011. 
Alry sin . doublehung. • R.I.UC. 121116 
WE DO SIDING 

SINGLES 

JEWISH PROFESSIONAL DATELINE. Record 
FREE Ad 1-800-320-2843. Listen/Respond 
to ads. 24 hr./day 1-900-6-KOSHER $1 .98/ 
min., 18+. http://www.bureaucom.com/ 
jewishpr 12/19/96 

WEIGHT LOSS 

IS YOUR NEW YEAR'S resolution to lose 
weight? Form group at your home/work
place or private consultations. Reasonable 
rates. Relaxed atmosphere. (401) 723-2846 
leave message. 12/19/96 

SEND CLASSBOX CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

ClassBox No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents 
each. Payment must be received by Monday at 
4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when the ad is 
scheduled to appear.This newspaper will not, 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the A.I. fair Housing Act 
and Section 804 (C) of Title VIII of the 1968 Civil 
Rights Act. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwelling/housing atcommodations ad
vertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 
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diamond rings available 
Call Paulene Jewelers 

274 -9,460 

Antique Refinishing 
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Waxler Leaves Legacy at UMass 
Bob Waxler will s tep aside 

next month as dea n of the 
Di vision of Continuing Edu

ca ti o n, but the changes he 
wrought in the division in just 
three years may be felt for ma ny 
years to come. 

Confronted with a changi ng 
market of potential s tudents in 
continuing educa tion, Waxler 
reinvented how the university 
marketed its continuing educa
tion program, oversaw the new 
a nd innova ti ve d e li very of 
classes to off-campus sites, and 
expa nd ed the uni vers ity's 
bound a ri es i n so utheas te rn 
Massachusetts. 

"I fee l that we have achieved 
thegoals thatChancellor Cressy 
and I set three years ago when I 
took the posi tion (a t DCE)," said 
Waxler, who wi ll return to the 

_ English department facul ty next 
semester. 

Waxler was chairman of the 
English d'epartment a t UMass 
Dar tmouth when he was ap
proached by Cha ncellor Peter 
Cressy early in 1994 to take over 
DCE. Wax ler had a lrea d y 
earned a reputation with the 
nationally recognized "Chang
ing Lives Through Litera ture" 
program and his work on behalf 
of the Center fo r Jewish Studies 

a t UMass Dartmouth. 
He also had taught several 

DCE classes in the past and be
beved strongly in the concept of 
life long learning a nd the 
university's role in providing 
those opportuniti es. 

"What surprised me was the 
discovery that large numbers of 
people in southeas tern Massa-

Under Waxler's 
leadership, DCE brought 
in $2 million dollars for 

the first time in the 
history of the program. 

chusetts rea lly wanted to be 
served by the universi ty," said 
Waxler. "I discovered there was 
much more interest in the re
gion than I ever imagined . I sti ll 
believe we have not fu lly tapped 
into that market." 

Ge tting the message o ut 
abou t DCE was his fi rs t chal
lenge a nd his solutions were 
novel. 

Instead of mass mai ling the 
DCE ca talog to 250,000 house
holds in southeastern Massa-

VMAPA Toasts 1997 
"There aren' t so many of us 

left by now," said Mel Kahn, 
representing the Jewish War 
Vetera ns a t the a nnual open 
house of VMAP A. The Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium Preser
vation Associa tion, "dedica ted 
to the rea li za tion of the Temple 
for the Arts," held its holiday 
par ty a t the law offices o f 
Corrente, Brill and Kusini tz a t 
86 Weybosset Street. 

"We used to meet in that 
bui ldi ng," Kahn sa id of the JWV, 
an organiza tion rooted in the 
era represented by the structure 
next d oor to the State House. 
Architect Ken Filarski brought 
hi s m o<l el o f the Maso ni c 
Temple and of the possibibties 
that still lie before the board and 
the public to restore and retain 

that classica l space as a house 
fo r va rious arts. 

President Evelyn Leach acted 
as hostess for the elegant down
tow n a ffair , a nd Warre n 
Teixeira, who is also president 
of the Sousa Mendes Society, 
serves as firs t vice president of 
VMAPA. 

The bringi ng together of vet
erans' organiza tions and artis ts' 
groups, and the parti cular par
ti ci pation of Jewish service men 
a nd women of World War II 
vintage, ma kes thi s society 
unique. It ca rries itself with a 
certain fl air and distinction, ~
hope and a mission. With deter
mination and good will VMAPA 
will keep the public informed of 
its plans, its dri ves, and its im
mediate future. 
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chusetts, Waxler devised a very 
different campaign. 

The catalog's design was al
tered, highlighted by the use of 
bright, bold color photography 
of the campus. Circulation was 
shrunk to 25,000, and a major 
multi-media ad vertising blitz 
spread the message throughout 
southeas tern Massachuse tts. 
Waxler and Cressy hit the local 
talk showcircuits,appearingon 
countless radio and television 
programs from Cape Cod to 
Attleboro. At the same time, a 
series of television commercials 
fea turing the cha ncellor and ra
dioadvertisementson programs 
such as "Imus in the Morning" 
brought the DCE message to a 
much wider audience than in 
the past. 

Waxler set up a seri es of off
campus class loca tions a t Cape 
Cod Communi ty College, Trus t 
Insurance in Taunton, Attleboro 
High School and the Massachu
setts Mari time Academy in Buz
zards Bay. Courses were taught · 
through with the technologica l 
inn ova tio ns tha t beca m e 
CyberEd and Distance Learn
ing. 

In New Bed ford, DCE estab
lished the Neighborhood Col
lege to bring the services of the 
university into an underserved 
urban area. With the appoint
ment of Robert Fortes as assis
ta nt d ean, Waxler sa id , the 
Neighborhood College blos
somed into an educa tional re
source, prov iding everything 
from English as a second lan
guage to citizenship classes and 
other programs. 

The success of his new mar
keting approach can be seen in 
both the mimberof s tudents and 
revenue generated from DCE 
class registrations. In three yea rs 
from 1993 to 1996, the number 
of DCEstudents went from 3,598 
to 4,567 a nd the number of 
classes taken climbed from 5,489 
to 6,846. 

Under Waxler's leadership, 
DCE brought in $2 million dol
lars for the first time in the his
to ry o f the prog ram. DC E 
reached the $2 million mark in 
1995 and o ne yea r later, it 
reached $2.4 million. 

To meet the challenges of 
changing demographics a nd 
student requirements while tak
ing advantage of the latest in 
technology, Waxler, working 
with Greg Stone, helped insti
tute new cl asses over the 
Internet. Cyber Ed courses have 
attracted national recognition 
with stud ents enrolled from 
across the United States and the 
world . 

DCE is in the process of es
tablis hing di s ta nce lea rning 
opportuniti es thro ugh sa tellite 
technology. A new elec tronic 
class room a t Attleboro High 
Sc hool is the fir s t in wha t 
Waxler hopes will be severa l 

A new ma nagement school to be named for William 
Davidson, chairman of the board of the American donor 
company, Guardian Industries, will be establi shed a t the 
Technion:Israel Institute of Technology. The $30 million com
mitment will launch the world 's fi rs t comprehensive school 
fo r international management of technology. 

such classroo ms w hi ch w ill 
a llow fo r sa tellite tra nsmission 
of courses from UMass Da rt
mouth a nd other UMass ca m
pus loca ti on. 

"When people see these ef
forts they don' t think of it just as 
DCE," said Waxler. "They think 

of it as just UM ass Dartmouth. I 
rea lly believe that we are posi
tioned fo r signi fican t growth in 
li fe long lea rning t hrough con
ti nuing educa tion." 

In less tha n three yea rs, 
Waxler took some giant s teps 
towards achieving tha t goal. 

Jewish Community on 
Alert in London 

by Bernard Josephs 
London Jewish Chronicle 

LONDON (JTA)-Scotland 
Yard warned the London Jew
ish community recently that it 
might face retaliation, after two 
Palestinians were convicted of 
conspiring to bomb Israeli and 
Jewish targets in London. 

The situation is getting 
worse as far as 

communal serurity 
is concerned. 

Samar Alami, 30, a chemical 
engineer, and Jawad Botmeh, 
28, a businessman, were fo und 
guilty of planning the July 1994 
bombings of the Israeli Embassy 
and the Joint Israel Appea l. 

They are due to be sentenced 
next week. 

A third defendant, Mahmoud 

Abu-Wardeh, 25, was acquitted. 
Charges against a Pa lesti n

ian woman in connection with 
the bombings were dismissed 
by the judge. 

Fourteen people were injured 
in the July 26, 1994, embassy 
bombing, fi ve people in the nex t 
day's bombing of the Joint Is
rael Appea l. 

Scotland Yard issued a warn
ing to the Jewish communi ty 
during a series of meeti ngs wi th 
offi cials of the Communi ty Se
curity Trust, which oversees the 
sa fetyofJewishcommunalsites. 

Scotland Yard sources said 
they were still searching for 
other terroris ts. 

A spokesma n fo r the trust 
called fo r vigi lance in the wake 
of the tria l. 

"We know without doubt 
that the d efendants and other 
hostile forces were attempting 
to infi ltra te the Jewish commu
ni ty," he said . 

Your local source for evenJtlling Jewish. 

"The picture which we are 
ge tt ing from vario us well
placed sources is that the situa
tion is getti ng worse as far as 
communa l secu rity is co n 
cerned ." 
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The trus t spokesma n said 
high-profi le Jewish institutions 
were being closely guarded by 
police and by the trust' s own 
securi ty vo lunteers. 
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