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JFRI Supports Non-Orthodox Conversions 
The Executive Commi ttee o f 

the Jewis h Fed e rati on of 
Rhode Is land has unanimously 
endorsed a resolution that urges 
the Israe li Knesset not to change 
the law that now recognizes non
Orthodox conversions per
formed in Israe l. 

"This resolution wascarefully 
drafted a t the General Assembly 
of the Counci l of Jewish Federa
tions which met in mid-Novem
ber in Seatt le," Edwa rd D. 
Feldstein, JFRJ president, told the 
members of the Executive Com
mittee at the Nov. 19 meeti ng. 

Steven A. Rakitt, )FRI execu
tive director who attended the 
GA, said that "The delegates to 
the General Assembly clearly rec
ognized that Jews in the Diaspora 
cannot dictate internal Israe li 
policy, but most felt tha t the ques
tion of the legitimacy of conver
sions of non-Jews to Judaism af
fects Jews the world over. 

Most Jews in the United States 
identify themselves as Conser
vative or Reform and they are 
concerned that non-recognition 
of convers ions per formed by 
Conservative and Reform rabbis 
in Israel may have significant 
ramifications in the diaspora. 

"The resolution asks the 
Knesset not to amend curren t 
law in order to res trict recogni
tion of conversions a nd not to 
change any aspect of the Law of 
Return which grants immedi
ate Israeli citizenship to diaspora 
Jews, including those converted 
to Judaism, who make a li yah," 
Rakitt explained. 

Last year, the Israe li Supreme 

Court said tha t there is nothing 
in Israeli law which invalidates 
non-Orthodox conversions per
formed in Is rae l. The court 
added , however, tha t it would 
be up to the Knesset to pass 
legis lation on the ma tter. 

Subsequently, the religious 
parties, which increased thei r 
Knesset sea ts significantly in the 
June elections, demanded pas
sageof a law that recognizes only 
Orthodox conversions in Israel 
as a pre-condition for joining 
Prime Mini s te r Binya min 
Netanyahu 's coalition. The fear 
among diaspora Jews is tha t the 
next step wou Id be to extend that 
restriction to conversions per
formed outside Israel, thereby 
narrowing the Law of Return. 

The tex t of the resolution 
passed by the GA and end orsed 
by the )FRI executive commit
tee reads: 

"Whereas, the Council of Jew
ish Federations views, with the 
highest priority, the preservation 
of the unity of the Jewish people; 
and Whereas, the centrality of 
Is rael to a ll Jews is fundamental 
to our very people-hood; a nd 
Whereas, freedom of religion and 
conscience are basic principles of 
the State of Israel; and Whereas, 
the Law of Return is one of the 
basic laws of theStateof Israel, as 
well as fundamental aspect of 
Jewish peoplehood, and has im
mediate ramifications for the re
lations between Israel and the 
diaspora. 

"The Counci l of Jewish Fed
era tions urges the government 
of Israel and the Knesset: 

• To abstain from amending 
legislation, or passing any new 
legisla tion which would change 
the current situa tion regarding 
recognition of conversions. 

• Nottochangeanyaspectof 
the Law of Return, which is one 
of the pillars of Jewish identifi
cation wi th Stateoflsrael in each 
and every Jewish community 
around the world. 

• To ad here to the Covena nt 
(Article 7) between the govern
ment and the Jewish Agency 
regarding consultation with the 
Jewish Agency on legis lation 
specifically affecting the func
tions of the Jewish Agency be
fore such legislation is submit
ted to the Knesset. 

"We, the Board of Delegates 
assembled a t this 65th General 
Assembly of the Counci l of Jew
ish Federations, meeting a t a 
critical moment concerning this 
issue, urge the leaders of Israel 
not to u nd erestimate the 
strength of feelings on this mat
ter, and its detrimental effect on 
Jewish unity and Israel-diaspora 
relations. 

"We direct the leadership of 
C)Ftoconveytothepoliticallead
ers of Israel, in the most vigor
ous, immediate and continwng 
way possible, that they must not 
risk di viding the world Jewish 
community.Simultaneously, we 
reaffi rm our continued tota l sup
port for Israel, and for the Fed
era tion/ UJA / UIA-Canada Cam
paigns, and ca ll upon every Jew
ish organization and institution 
in NorthAmerica to endorsethis 
principle." 

Those Miraculous Olives 
Rabbi Elieze r Levy of the Chai Center brought the Olive Pressing Workshop to Temple Am 

David's Hebrew school in Warwi ck on Nov. 24. The exhibit demonstrated, with the help of 
participants, the process the Macca bees used to refi ne olive oi l for the go ld en menorah in the 
Chanuka h s tory . Studen ts hand-pressed the fresh o li ves in a n o ld-fashioned press, then purified 
the olive juice with a modern centrifuge to recover the pure oli ve oil. The workshop will be visiting 
several loca l Hebrew schools prior to and during Cham1kah. Hern/cf 11/w/o by Neil Nachbar 

JWV's Newest Member 
At a meeting / ceremony on Nov. 24 a t Temple Am David, 

Irvi ng Levin, department commander of the Jewish War Veter
ans of Rhode Is land, made U.S. Senator-elect Jack Reed an 
honorary member of the JWV of Rhode Island. Reed , who had 
a distinguished military career, was recognized for his support 
of veterans' rights. Severa l )WV members were a lso honored 
for their invo lvement in the organization. See story on page 9. 

Herald photo by Neil Nachbar 

Chanukah Celebration to be 
Bigger and Better Than Ever 

It was perhaps the busiest 
day of the year a t one of Rhode 
lsland's most popularshopping 
ma lls, when suddenly a ll action 
ceased. 

Buyers, browsers, shopkeep
ers, moviegoers, security men, 
maintenance crews, media per
sonnel a nd politicia ns were 
amongst the hundreds who wit
nessed in spell bound fascina
tion the kind ling of the giant 
menorah at Rhode Island's larg
est Chanukah celebration. 

An emotionally captivating 
experience, a unique and joyful 
Chanukah fete, bu t most of all 
an unprecedented display of 
religious freedom' 

Once again thi s year,Chabad 
of West Bay Chai Center will 
conduct thi s marvelous event. 

"This year's celebra tion will 
be larger and more beautiful 
than in the past," sa id Rabbi 
Eli ezer Levy,directorof the Chai 
Center. 

The fes tivities wi ll get un
derwayat thecenterof theWar-

wick Mall on Dec. 5 a t 6:30 p.m. 
Dignitaries will address the 
ga thering, and the giant meno
rah will be li t by Ethan and 
Rebecca Rosenberg, the children 
of Alen Rosenberg and Avis 
Gunther-Rosenberg, recent ly 
voted one of Rhode Is land 's two 
Jewish families of the year. 

Chaim Fogelman, a world 
renowned Jewish si nger and 
entertainer will entertain the 
crowd with traditional Chanu
kah songs, contempora ry Jew
ish music, as well as a delightful 
children's program. 

All children will receive the 
traditional Cha nukah "gelt" 
(money) and dreidels. All par
ticipants will be trea ted to fresh, 
hot potato latkesand lots of holi
day spirit. 

The holiday of Chanukah isa 
festival of victory and celebra
tion for a ll times, highlighted by 
the kindling of menorahs each 
night of the holiday. 

" It is a holiday replete with 
(Conlinucd on Pagt..' 19) 
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INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 

Senior Journal 
Announces Schedule 

"The Senior Journal" is a pro
gram designed to educate the 
public on concerns of aging 
through the personal perspec
tives of Rhode Island seniors. 

Sponsored by the Rhode Is
land department of elderly af
fairs and COX Cable Television, 
"Senior Journa l" is written, 
hosted, produced and edited by 
senior volunteers. 

The program can be viewed 
Monday at 7 p .m. and Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday at 
11:30 a.m., over the statewide 
cable interconnect, channel "A." 
"The Senior Journal " is 
chaired by Lee Chalek. 

The broadcast schedule for 
upcoming "Senior Journal" pro
grams follows: 

• Nov. 25 to Dec. 5 - "As
sisted Living," hosted by Lee 
Chalek of Warwick, and featur
ing Scott Grande, director of 
admissions for Victoria Court, 

and Jim Flanagan, area supervi
sor for Horizon Bay. 

• Dec. 9 to 19 - "NIH 
Women's Health Initia ti ve 
Memory Stud y," hos ted by 
Eunice Morris, AARP / 
Women's Issue specialist and 
featuring Richard A. Carleton, 
M.D., chief of cardiology, Me
morialHospitalofRhode lsland, 
and co-investigator of the Na
tional Ins titute of Health 
"Women's Health Initiative." 

• Dec. 23 to Jan. 2 - "Celeb
rity Senior" Dorothy Thorson, 
hosted by Ann McGowan of 
Providence, and featuring Dor
othy Thorson, Jefferson Award 
winner and foster grandparent. 

Viewers' written comments, 
suggestions, oropinionson "The 
Senior Journal" are welcome 
and should be addressed to: Mr. 
Larry Grimaldi, R.I. Dept. of 
Elderly Affairs, 160 Pine St., 
Providence, RI 02903. 

Paige to Speak About AIDS 
Marc Paige, Cranston resident, wi ll present a program on 

Living with AIDS and AIDS Prevention at the Cranston Public 
Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Road, on Dec. 2, from 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 

The program is aimed at people 12 years and older, and focuses 
on AIDS education and living with HIV. Paige is a gradua te of 
Cranston High School West and holds a B.A in politica l science 
from Rutgers University. 

The program is free and is part of a statewide AIDS Awareness 
Week. 

. ATTENTION LANDLORDS AND HOMEOWNERS: 
SOLVE REPAIR PROBLEMS 

Carpentry • Painting • Wallpapering • Small Household Repairs 

EAST SIDE PROPERTY SERVICES 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
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CVS Donates 50 Computers 
Through the generosity of the 

CVS Corporation, 50 surplus 
computers were donated to the 
students of the Metropolitan 
Regional Career and Technical 
Center , a new public high school 
in Providence. 

The key figure in developing 
this donation was Howard 
Ede ls, the senior vice president 
for Management Information 
Services a t CVS. 

Over the past few months, 
Edels has worked closely with 

Elliot Washor, co-director of the 
Met, to find an appropriate way 
to give a second life to the 
corporation's surplus comput
ers through student use. 

During the law few weeks, 
Edels identified 50 machines 
that were no longer being used 
at CVS and prepared them to 
give to the school. The machines, 
IBM compatible 386 computers 
wi th color displays, along with 
three printers,will be avai lable 
to stud ents in their classrooms. 

Women & Infants' Offers Programs 
Put some glitz into your style 

with one of two Image-Update 
Workshops to be held Dec. 2, 7 
to 9 p.m. and Dec. 5 from 11 a.m. 
tol p .m. 

Make-up tips, ward robe 
hints, skin care and color ana ly
sis are all topics of this class run 
by BeautiControl Specialist Olga 
Hawwa. The cost is $15. To reg
ister, ca ll 767-2344. 

The expectant mom can en
joy an exercise program specifi
ca lly designed withherneedsin 
mind on Monday ancj Thurs
day evenings, 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. 
This six-week series cost is $60 
and participants may enroll at 

any time. To join, call the Women 
& Infants' Center at 767-2344. 

Whether you have never 
taken yoga or are an experi
enced enthusiast, there is a 
yoga class designed specifi 
ca lly to match your abi lity 
level. C lasses in yoga for in
termediate level participants 
are held Monday evenings 7 
to 9 p .m. Classes a re taught by 
a certified yoga instructor and 
cos t $60 per series. 

Call 767-2344 to reserve a spot 
to learn flexibility, s tress reduc
tion and breathing techniques 
guaranteed to relax and refresh 
you . 

Multicultural Expert to Speak 
"When Cultures Collide: An 

Approach to Conflic t Resolu
tion " will be presented by 
Guadalupe G. Lara, a national 
consultan t and trainer on 
multicultural and family issues, 
on Dec.,2 at4 p.m. in Gaige Hall 
auditorium on the Rhode Island 
College campus. 

Lara, co-founder of the Michi
ga n s tanding committee on 
multicultura l mental health, 
worked at Children's Hospi tal 
of Michigan since 1980 as ape
diatric social worker. 

In 1989, she became director 
of socia l work there. She is re
sponsible ford irecti ng, planning 
and implementing servic!'s for 
inpatient and outpatient hospi
tal units, and for the develop
men t of instruction for physi
cians a nd nurses on confl ict 
management and cultu ra l rel
evant service delivery. 

The event is free and open 
to the public. For further in
forma tion , ca ll Jay La timer, di
rec tor of the Unity Center, at 
456-8791 . 

GRAND REOPENING GRAND REOPENING 

REGAL AUTO 
382 Pawtucket Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02860 

Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 • 722-9200 

DECEMBER SPECIAL 

Lube, Oil and Filter $1895 
(up to 5 qts.) 

We Pick-Up ano Deliver Oil 

the Ea...1t Swe of Provwence 
ano Pawtucket 

~-.... -
CarCareCenter 

11N Nut GtMmlol, of Automotlv, Serrict 
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Compassionate 
Friends to Host 
Dinner Meeting 
The next meeting of the Com

passionate Friends (a self-help 
group for parents who have suf
fered the death of a child) will 
be held on Dec. 9 at The Gerry 
House on the Rhode Island Hos
pital campus. 

This will be a special candle
light ceremony and dinner meet
ing where members will be able 
to remember their deceased chil
dren with those who truly un
d erstand. Members are asked to 
bring a candle, and a candle
holder. 

The cost of the dinner wi ll be 
$8 for adults and $2 for chi Id ren. 
Membersarereminded that this 
dinner meeting is scheduled to 
start at 6:30 p.m. Reservations 
and information should be made 
by ca lling Carol Smith at 885-
2900 before Dec. 5. 

Volunteers 
Needed 

The Miriam Hospital , A 
Lifespan partner, is recruiting 
volunteers in the fo llowing po
sitions: 

• Patient Information Desk 
- Volunteers greet hospital 
cus tom ers, provide pa ti e nt 
room numbers a nd patient con
ditions, directions to various 
loca tions, and answer incoming 
telephone calls. Volunteers are 
needed for the fo llowing times: 

Main Hospital - Thursdays 
from 4 to 8 p.m., Fridays from 4 
to8 p.m. 

Fain Health Center-Sched
ule is flexible. 

• Family Liaison - Volun
teers serve as liaison between 
the sta ff and the family of pa
ti ents having surgical proce
dures. This volunteer also noti
fi es departments of th~ arri va l 
of pa ti ents having va rious tes t
ing procedures. Volunteers are 

,needed for the following times: 
Main Hospital - Mondays 

from 11 :30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Tuesdays from 8 to 11 :30 a.m., 
and Fridays from 11:30 a. m. to 
3:30 p.m. 

Fain Health Center - Mon
day through Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.; and Monday through 
Friday, 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

YOU'RE LEAVING? 
Take t ime to let us know. 

Whenever and wherever you go, 
we want you to tell us about it. 
Us. Not t he Post Office. They 
don't tell us everything, you 
know!Ca llusat724-0200,and 
keep in touch. 

Copies of the Herald 
are available at. .. 

Barney's, Oaklawn Ave. 
Borders Book Shop, Garden City Ctr. 
Brooks, Reservoir Ave. 
Cameron·s Pawtuxet Pharmacy, 

Broad Street 
Rainbow Bakery, Reservoir Ave. 

Providence 
and Vicinity 

Barney"s, East Avenue, Pawtucket 
Books on the Square, Wayland Square 

(on Angell) 
Hope Street Bagel, Hope St. 
EastS,de Prescription Center.Hope St. 
Swan Liquors, Hope St. 
Rhoda Judaic a. Burlington St. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Havurah Taking Shape 
in South County 

by Emily Torgan 
Jewish Community Reporter 

A !though Exeter resident 
Efrem Bromberg is now 
physically and ideologically 

distant from his observant up
bringing in Omaha, Nebraska, 
he wanted to recapture some of 
his childhood . 

"There was real community 
there," said Bromberg, a 37-
year-old computer consultant, 
husba nd , a nd father of two 
young sons. " I have extremely 
fond memories of all the Jewish 
holidays." 

Whe n those m emori es 
flooded Bromberg' s mind 

-around Rosh Hashanah, he de
cided to begin a Havurah fo r 
himself, his family and his com
muni ty. 

"I started to see Judaism 
as something synagogue
based, and I'm not good 

at praying. Later, I 
started to realize 

Judaism is not something 
that takes place 
only in temple." 

Efrem Bromberg 

" I rea lly felt like something 
was missing in my life here," 
Bromberg said . " I ca lled Guy 
Bermel, the Hillel director at 
the University of Rhode Island, 
to find out if there were any 
such organiza tions in South 
County. Because there were 
none he knew of, we decided I 
would start one." 

Bermel provided Bromberg 
wi th a mailing list of local Jew
ish residents and offered to 
cover the initia l cos ts of the 
mailing. 

This fa ll, a group of about 10 
respondents met at Brom berg's 
house to d iscuss w hat they 
would like to gain from such an 
organiza tion. 

" If I had to put my finger on 
the pulse of what they all said 
they wanted, it would be a sense 
of community," sa id Bromberg. 
"They want to connect wi th 
other Jews here, and they want 
thei r children to be able to meet 
other Jewish kids. They do not 
necessarily want to do that in a 
synagogue setting." 

But in other ways, their needs 
d iverged, Bromberg said . 

At the meeting, one woma n 
reques ted an organiza tion with 
a lot of programming,a nd some 
senior couples wa nted a group 
similar to the regional offi ces of 
Jewish chari ties. Telephone ca ll
ers wi th persona l requests in
cluded a Hope Valley resident 
who wa nted a minya n, and a 
Canton resident who wa nted to 
study Jewish tex ts. 

"Pa rt of ou r bottom line was 
tha t we had two young kids 
who were too young to be con
nected to a grea ter commu nity 
through the Hebrew school," 
Bromberg sa id. "But overall , we 
al l agreed abou t where we wa nt 
the group to go. We wa nt to 
crea te a sense of com munity, 

and if some members want to 
study Torah and others want to 
make latkes we' ll figure it out." 

Enthusias tic respondents 
helped Bromberg network. 

"People have gotten inter
es ted , and they have really 
helped us find people," Brom
berg said . 

Bromberg and other inter
ested parties plan to meet on 
the last day of Chanukah. 

Bromberg's varied Jewish 
experiences have steered him 
towards havurot before. 

" I g rew up in a kosher, 
shabbat-observant home, but I 
became a religious flunkie," 
Bromberg explained . " I started 
to see Judaism as something 
synagogue-based, and I'm not 
good at praying. Later, I started 
to realize Judaism is not some
thing that takes place only in 
templ e. It ha ppe ns in the 
butcher shop, the li ving room 
and the bedroom." 

After Bromberg's studies at 
Northeastern University in Bos
ton brought him to New En
gland, he married Nancy Gra
ham, an acupuncturist who has 
no religious a ffili a tion. Watch
ing the young sons the couple 
decided to raise Jewish stirred 
childhood memories fo r Brom
berg. 

"Having kids hit those but
tons," Bromberg explained. 

For four yea rs, the couple was 
part of a chavurahin Providence. 

"We enjoyed it, and I lea rned 
a lot," Bromberg said. "There 
were six or seven fa milies in
volved at any given time. We 
went for bike rides in Bristol, 
mad e Havda lla h ca ndles or 
watched videos withJewishcon
tent." 

Although group members 
decided to disband thechavurah 
because their lifestyles were be
coming too different, Bromberg 
fe lt both he and his family had 
benefitted . 

"These are for adults too," 
Bromberg sa id ofchavurot. "Ac
ti vi ties for children are an im
portant part of it, but not the 
entire thing. If adults wa nt to 
plan bike rides or adult educa
tion programs, that's fi ne. But 
we need to do it toge ther be
cause, as the saying goes, you 
ca n' t Jew it alone." 

20oz. 69( 

URI To Bring Back Judaic Studies Course 
by Emily Torgan 

Jewish Community Reporter For the first time in two years, 
University of Rhode Island 
undergraduatestudents will 

get a chance to learn some of 
what they need to know to be 
Jewish. 

This spring semester, Rabbi 
Marc Jagolinzer of Temple Sha
lom in Middletown will teach a 
class in basic Jewish studies. 

The course will include an 
overview of Jewish history, dis
cussions about Jewish holidays 
a nd traditions, an examination 
of Jewish life cycles and an ex
plana tion of the four major 
branches of Judaism. 

"There are a lot ofJewish stu
dents at URI, and many non
Jewish students are also inter
ested in learning about Juda
ism," Jagolinzer said. "For many 
of the Jewish students, this is 
the only association with Juda
ism that they will have." 

Thirty students have already 
registered for the 30 sea ts in the 
class, and Jagolinzer may try to 
crea te fi ve extra student places. 
According to Hillel Director Guy 
Bermel, eight students have al
ready put their names on a wai t
ing list in hopes that spaces will 
become available. 

"There are students that want 
to take the class who can' t get in 
because of the demand," Bermel 
sa id . 

The class was last taught by 
Rena Wolfgang, who served as 
Hillel di rector before Bermel 
became director in 1994. 

The class has not been of
fered since then because URI 
has been wracked by severe fi 
nancial problems. 

As reported by the Providence 
Journal Bulletin, a series of state 
budget cuts throughout the 
1990s have combined with 
poorly timed investments in 
new programs to create a deficit 
so severe that some faculty 
members have been forced to 
go home to make phone calls 
and photocopies. 

"The class was cut because of 
financial reasons," Bermel ex
plained . "Because of funding, 
there has been no Judaic studies 
course that undergraduate stu
dents can take for credit." 

Bermel and Albert Silver
stein, a professor of psychology 
and president of the Hillel board, 
knew they would have to seek 
outside fund ing sources if they 
wanted to offer the class to URI' s 
20,000undergraduatestudents, 
an estimated 2,000 of whom are 
Jewish. 

This fa ll, they obtained a grant 
from the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island to make help the 
course available. · 

Although Bermel is pleased 
to be able to offer the class, he 
still thinks the university's fi
nancia l di fficulties are crea ting 
problems for all of its students. 

" It rea lly doesn' t help," 
Bermel said . "It limits what we 
are able to do here." 

According to Bermel, budget 
constraints make it harder to 
attract observant students. 

"Some students, mostly from 
out of state, ca ll me and ask me 
three questions. They want to 
know if there is a kosher meal 
plan or a Jewish studies major. 
They also want to know how 
many synagogues are wi thin 
walking distance. Because the 

7re cSoreffe Bid. 
489 Angell Street, Wayland Square 

Holiday Sale 
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With This Ad Take 20% 
Off The Ticketed Price. 

a nswer is no or zero, they cross 
the university off their lists." 

Bermel has termed many of 
the Jewish students who attend 
URI " identity passive." 

"For the majority of Jewish 
students here, Judaism is part of 
their backgrounds, but they will 
not necessarily actively practice. 
They wantto know that being 
Jewish is not a problem here 
and that a Hillel is there if they 
need it. We do not see most of 
them during the four years they 
will spend here." 

Although financial problems 
prevent Bermel and other Jew
ish members of the university's 
community from offering more 
to URI's Jewish students, they 
have used thei r personal knowl
edge and interests to offer as 
much as possible. 

"Individual instructors with 
expertise in a given field have al
lied to teach a courses in their re
spective departments," explained 
Norman Zucker, a professor of 
political science. "I teach Israeli 
politicsand problems. David Gitliz 
offers a course in Sephardic litera
ture through the language depart
ment. In the history department, 
Bob Weis offers a course on the 
history of the Holocaust." 

Accord ing to Zucker, Jewish 
faculty members understand the 
rea lity of the financial crisis. 

"There is a need for these 
classes, but there is no budget," 
explained Zucker. "The admin
istra tion simply cannot crea te 
new courses or bring in new 
instructors right now. If I offer 
my course in Israeli politics, that 
means I'm not teaching some
thing else. We' re all doing what 
we can." 

Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday, I 0-5 

One great price. One 
great cause. 

Now through December 3 1, buy any size cup of 1 00% 

Colombian coffee for just 69¢ at parti cipating APlus mini markets 

and APlus Express stores, and 5¢ will be donated to the 

Children's Miracle Network. 
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EDITORIAL 

'You Listen, But 
You Don't Hear' 

"You cannot say to the Jew
ish people, we are opposed to 
anti-Semitism, but we want you 
to disappear as the people that 
you are," the national director 
of the Anti-Defamation League 
told a leader of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, who at
tempted to explain the mean
ing of his church's resolution to 
convert Jews and appoint a mis
sionary to lead the conversion 
initiative. 

The discussion took place re
cently a t the AOL annual meet
ing in New York City. 

"For a person to come to the 
conviction that Jesus was the 
Messiah" does not mean Jews 
would have to deny thei r cul
ture or heritage, the Reverend 
Philip Roberts, director of the 
Interfaith Witness Department 
of theSout)1ern BaptistConven
tion's Home Mission Board, 
explained to the league. 

"Let me also say that you 
must understand that the reso
lution passed at this year's con
vention is not in a ny way, shape 
or form a statement of animos
ity," Roberts, who has long been 
involved with the league in in
terfaith dialogue, added. 

Abraham H. Foxman, AOL 
national director, told the .Bap
tis t leader, "What I find so dis
tressing is that you listened, but 
you didn't hear." 

Foxman said, "The Holocaust 
did not happen in pagan Eu
rope, in Mus lim Europe, in 
Shinto Europe, in Buddhist Eu
rope. It happened in Chris tian 
Europe, It was met with silence 
by Christians. Chris tianity bore 
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witness. And I would hope that 
the struggle in the conventions 
of Christianity is, how do we 
reconcile Gospel, truth, justice, 
wi th what happened? How did 
that happen? What kinds of ad
justments do we need to make?" 

Foxman continued, "If you 
mean us well, respect us enough 
for us to determine our salva-
tion ... Why set this as a prior-
ity? ... I implore you to go back 
and to begin a dialogue within 
the church to understand the 
pain and the insult that we feel." 

Referring to their nearly 20 
years of interfaith work to
gether, Rabbi Leon Klenicki, di
rectorof AOL Interfaith Affairs, 
told Roberts, "We religious 
people have to heal. The South
ern BaptistConvention does not 
heal in its aggressive and tar
geted evangelis tic movement." 

In citing common traditions 
and commitments between the 
two groups, Foxman said, "We 
need each other because the en
emies out there are bigger than 
we are and we share a respect 
for va lues, we share a respect 
for history, and we share a re
spect for one G-d, and a ll we 
have to do now is find a way to 
bring some tolerance into that 
mutual respect." 

At the time the Southern Bap
tis t Convention adopted a reso
lution to "direct our energies 
and resources toward the proc
lam<1tion of the Gospel to the 
Jewish people," AOL ca lled it 
"an insult to the Jewish people 
and a setback for the cause of 
interfaith dialogue and under
standing." 

Candlelighting 
November 29, 1996 

3:58 p.m. 

--
Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

Why The Shamash is my Favorite Candle 
by Rabbi Avi Weiss Which of the eight Chanu
kah lights is your favorite? 

he first? After all, the 
miracle began with its fire. The 
second? With enough oil for day 
one, the miracle really started 
on day two. Or perhaps its the 
eighth? Surely there is special 
significance to the completion 
of the miraculous event. 

For me it's none of the eight. 
Rather it's the shamash - the 
extra candle used every night 
to kindle the other lights. 

But isn' t it stra nge to favor 
the very candle which is not 
part of the original eight? 

Indeed, the shamash pos
sesses a significant and unique 
feature. All the other candles 
take light - the shamash alone 
gives light. 

In a world that is too often 
selfish, the shamash teaches 
selflessness. In a world where 
people invariably ask, "what's 

in it for me," the shamash asks 
"what can I do for you?" 

There is one other important 
lesson the shamash teaches. 
Many believe that the more you 
give the less you have. The 
shamash teaches the reverse. 

Look closely a t the shamash 
wick as it touches any of the 
eight candles and ignites their 
fire. As the shamash touches the 
other candle its flame doesn't 
dim, it brightens. In the same 
way, the power of giving is that 
it does not diminish us in any 
way, rather it expands us. 

A reflection of this idea may 
be seen in the topography of 
Israel where there are two major 
bodies of wa ter. The one up 
north has clear water, its a tmo
sphere is pure; fo liage abounds 
and birds chirp everywhere. The 
one down south on the other 
hand, s tagnates. Its atmosphere 
is heavy; the area is arid wi th 
little sign of natural life. Why 

Welcome to Questions 
by Leonard Fein 

To the familiar "How odd of 
G-d to choose the Jews" we 
might well add, upon reading 
the story of Jacob/ Israel, "But 
stranger s till is Israel/ It's odd 
indeed to be hisseed / partcheat, 
part mouse, yet we' re his house/ 
How come we' re known as 
Jacob's own?" 

The text of Vayishlach is un
bearably dense, and to the de
gree to which we learn still more 
of Jacob's character in the course 
of reading it, our earlier opinion 
of him is confirmed. 

Through much of his story, 
he appears remarkably passive. 
Note especially his response to 
the rapeofDinah where he dem
onstrates none of the outrage of 
Dinah's brothers, his sons. 

When he finally raises his 
voice, it is not against the mur
der and plunder his sons have 
committed but against the dam
age their actions have done to 
his reputation. 

This last is yet another indi
ca tion of his profound self-in-

volvement and his insensitivity 
to the others in his fami ly: his 
placement of Leah and her chil
dren in the more vulnerable 
position as the meeting with 
Esau draws near; his consistent 
rejection of heal in earlier sec
tions of the s tory; and, of course 
and most powerfully, his cheat
ing of Esau with respect to the 
birthright. 

More genera lly, the Jacob 
story is about a man who re
peatedly suffers insult, injury, 
and tragedy and whose suffer
ing is in no small measure a 
consequence of his own behav
ior. 

Turn the pages, and over and 
over again, we find Jacob in a 
compromising position, father 
of a manifestly dysfunctiona l 
fami ly. 

And how could it not be, 
given his exploitation of Esau, 
his dishonesty towards his fa
ther, his meanness towards 
Leah, and his la ter blatant fa
voritism towards Joseph? 

All of which raises a t least 

are they so different? 
The northern body receives 

water from the Jordan River and 
then channels it to the Jordan 
which continues on a tits south
ern tip. The one in the south, 
however, is fed by the Jordan 
but the water remains there. 

The one in the north takes, 
but also gives water. It is alive 
and is called the Kinneret, the 
Sea of Gablee. The one in the 
south on the other hand, only 
takes but does not give and 
hence is called the Dead Sea. 

So the next time we think of 
the eig ht candles of Chanukah 
perhaps we ought to a lso re
member the importance of the 
ninth, the shamash. Like the 
Kinneret it teaches that to give 
is much more satisfying than to 
take. 

Rabbi Avi Weiss is president of 
the Coalition for f=ish Concerns
Amcha and senior rabbi of the He
br= Institute of Riverdale, N. Y. 

two difficu lt questions: Why 
was he chosen for the blessing; 
why is his named attached to us 
all, his descendants? And then, 
how can a man blessed by G-d 
- perhaps even in person, as it 
were - be so cursed? 

Happiness and contentment 
were never part of the blessing. 
On the contrary, the blessing is 
highly specific, having to do 
only wi th Jacob's s tatus as pro
genitor. 

It is, in a mannerof speaking, 
a biological blessing to be ful
filled in the course of time, well 
beyond thespanofJacob's years. 

Perhaps, after a ll, it is the fate 
of anyone w ho i~ fa ther to "a 
nation and a company of na
tions" to be troubled. 

Or, perhaps, we are meant to 
understa nd not only that our 
early ancestors were real, hence 
imperfect, people but also that 
our story is one of growing 
moral discernment, thatitisonly 
later, at the base of a mountain 
in a wilderness, that we will 

(Continued on Page 19) 

Rely on G-d. to Guide You 
This week's Torah portion, that, despite their growing up instill in them the Torah he had 

Vayeitzei relates how a single in a hostile environment, every received from his forefathers 
and solitary Jew left his home single one of his children was a and studied with his a ncestors 
and set out for a foreign land, pious and re ligious Jew. Shem and Ever, thus proving 
arriving there with nothing Avraham had one son w ho that it was possible to live a 
save for his faith in G-d . was good, Yitzchak, but he also Torah-true lifeeven ontheother 

"For with [only] my staff I had another son who was not, side of the Jordan. 
passed over this Jordan," Ishmael. Yitzchak had one son In Charan, Yaakov merited 
Yaakov (Jacob) declared. who was righteous. Yaakov, but both spiritual and material suc-

Nonetheless, Yaakov'ssteps he was also the father of Esav. cess (" And the man increased 
were sure and confident, as he Both Avraham and Yitzchak exceedingly") by virtue of his 
had fu ll faith in the Holv One, raised their children in Israel fa ith in G-d . But the spiritual 
Blessed be He. · and not in exile, yet they still "great wealth" he acquired was 

Once in Charan, Yaakov had descendants who a ba n- the successful rearingofhischil-
qu1ckly saw doned the n ghteous pa th ~ dren, who were 
that there was { all upright and 
no one upon I " devout ind1-

~~~d~ely, n:~ TO RAH TODAY v,d~~~s lesson 
even his rela- ., __ J..------- ----- -----------'-"""'"" tluscontatnsfor 
ti ves. H 1s us at present 1s 
uncle, Lavan, clear- The only 
repea ted ly tricked and d e- Yaakov, by contrast, raised one upon whom we can ever 
ceived him, yet never once did his fami ly in exi le. Required to depend is G-d, to Whom we 
Yaakov lose his fa ith. serveG-d in the mostdifficultof connect ourselves through the 

Through outstanding ser- circumstances, he made sure medium of Torah and mi tzvot. 
vice a nd d edica tion to G-d that his 12 sons would not be Adapted for Maaya11 Chni from 
Yaakov merited to obtain great affected by the nega tive in flu- Likutei Sichot, Vol l. Submitted 
wea lth . But Yaakov's main ence of haran. by Rabbi Yehos/111n Laufer of 
achievement in Charan was On the contrary, he s trove to Chabad House. 
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"The Mirror has Two Faces," 
and Barbra Streisand s tudies 
herself and refl ects upon her 
image in the g lass and the hour
g lass. She takes full cred it or 
blame, as d irector, w riter, s tar, 
a nd prod ucer. 

Bu t it wasn't Streisand's 
punim, or face, tha t mea nt the 
mos t to me, it was Baca ll 's. 
Lauren takes the thankless role 
of Barbra 's vain and shallow 
mom and plays it to the hilt. She 
looks great and moves grace
fu lly in lovely costumes, almost 
like in the good old da ys of hi gh 
Hollywood fashion. 

More important, s he tri es to 
give poignancy, even poetry, to 
the otherwise tri te picture of the 
Jewish ma tron afraid to grow 
old and give up fu ll contro l over 
her da ug hters' li ves. Bacal l 
works hard to overcome a di s
a ppo i nti ng a nd char ml ess 
script. 

The rest of the cast, including 
Jeff Bridges a nd George Segal, 
ma ke their co nstri cted way 
throu g h s ti ck fi g ure p a rts . 
Streisand and Bridges are pro
fessors, and Sega l, as a woman
izing colleague does a chorus of 
witnessing their ro mance. 

It's a lways posed a daunting 
proble m for Holl yw ood to 
mount a classroom scene. Co
eds a re silly flirts, and the guys 
a re simple jocks. These extras 
yawn w hen to ld , clap like crazy 
on cue, but never ring true as 
co ll ege s tud e nts. A ltho u g h 
Streisand ea rns our respec t fo r 

Through A 
Dark Glass 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Report 

her portraya l of Yentl and Brice, 
her commitment to her Jewish 
identi ty, she disappoints this 
reviewer in a clumsy, clunky 
comedy that is too obvious, too 
soft, and yet s tra ngely nasty as 
well. 

The heroine's sister goes 
through husbands like the ste
reotypica l Jewish American Pri n
cess, a distant echo of the 
Katherine Hepburn madcaps, 
but without the crisp dia logue 
and the sense of socia l purpose. 

Insulting to men and women, 
to motherhood and university 
ed ucation, StTeisand 's looking 
g lass gives off dark shadows, not 
g leams of humor. Even the plot 
itself, a deriva ti ve take-off from a 
French fa rce, yields few jokes. 
Professors can' tchaseski rts these 
days and keep thei r jobs. 

The major scene be twee n 
Baca ll and Streisa nd a ta kitchen 
table. "Mom,did yo u ever think 
I was pre tty?" Rea lly' I reca ll 
once asking my own mother if 
she thought I was handsome. 
"You' re fine- looking and intel
ligent," she told me. It hurt my 
feelings just a jot, but I held her 
fra nk yet gentle honesty in high 
regard. 

I have to add a postscript. 
Does H olly wood believe so 
deeply in sur face beauty and 
popular success tha t it is inca
pable of permitting a good s tory 
to get out of its clutches a li ve 
and well? See "Mirror" fo r your
self and look for your own face 
in it. 

UMass Video Coordinator 
Tapes Interviews For Archive 

A video coordina tor a t the 
Uni versity of Massachusetts has 
become the eyes and ears for 
personal s to ries of his tory tha t 
might otherwise go untold . 

Tom Zi mnowski, coord ina
to r of media prod uctions in the 
audi o vis ua l depa rtment a t 
UMass, is pa rt of the Survivo rs 
of the Shoa h Visua l His to ry 
Foundation, a non-pro fit orga
niza tion dedica ted to preserv
ing the remembrances of people 
who li ved through the Holo
caus t. 

The Shoah ("Shoa h" means 
"mass destruction," or "holo
caust," in Hebrew) fo unda tion 

is the bra inchild of filmmaker 
Steven Spielberg, w ho began 
the endeavor in 1994 soon after 
completing his film about the 
Holocaust "Schindler's List." 

The found ation's primary 
goa l is to videotape tens of thou
sa nds of Holocaust survivors 
worldwide and to create the 
largest multimedia a rchive of 
Holocaust testimonies in exist
ence. 

The found ati on obta ined 
Zimnowski 's name from the 
Interna tiona l Television and 
Videographer Association, a 
p ro fess io na l o rgani za ti o n 
which Zimnowski belongs to. 
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FEATURE 
Ten Yesterdays 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing Reporter It was a small life outside of 
time passing. I had jus t fin
ished a year abroad , its rea l

ity, its actuality, fa ding in the 
rhythrnicwakeofthe purple At
lanti c wavessparkling under the 
ea rly summer sun. The s tronger 
fo rces, of fa mily, of my looming 
senior yea r wi th its wa iti ng 
roo mmates and its job searches, 
a ll seemed as o therword ly as 
the Statue of Liberty. 

The Maasdam moved a long 
at its stately pace, a small and 
classless Holland Line vessel. It 
took its time churning along
more than a week. 1 felt like its 
Flying Dutchman pursuing an 
endless path go ing nowhere, 
under my own spe ll. Indeed, 
there were Europeans who mis
took me for a Ne therland er: 
young people sometimes belong 
both everywhere and noplace, 
Utopian before we settle down, 
jell, into who and what we are 
and must be. 

For that week of passage, I 
scored a minia tu re hit, never 
seasick below deck, a lways up 
for every event and encounter. I 
saved a snapshot in a trunk 
somewhere,a tiny candid show
ing me in a navy gabardine 
jacket, a golfer's cap, a w hite 
shirt, smiling evenly, a nautica l 
a nd na tty yo ung fe ll ow. I 
danced, d ra nk, s tood and sa t, 
movi ng among passengers in 
quest of new li ves a t the other 
end ofthevast seaand theempty 
sky, not a return to their past. 

Specia l fri ends were a myste
rious couple with a 2-yea r-old 
boy named Rene. They put a red 
kerchief a round his head to pro
tect him from the glare. 1 knew 
tha t they were displaced per
sons, s ta te less survivors, sta rt
ing again nearly a decade after 
libera tion. I had met such people 
a t the Paris cafes. I had even 
gone to school with former camp 
inmates, or youngsters whose 
parents had got them out. They 
often formed a part of what we 
used to be called : the silent gen
era ti on . If yo u ca me afte r 
Krystallnacht, you never wanted 
to ta lk about it. If you came after 
Auschwitz, you sought to forget 
and fit in. If you came in the 
decade of repression and revi
sion, you smiled softly in a can
vas and wood awninged lounge 
settee chatting with a college lad . 

HOPE 
TRAVEL 
~-~p~:.+ 
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I have also saved the menu of 
the las t dinner on board the 
Maasdam. People s ig ned the 
ca rd that held the li st of luxuries 
of the grea t s teamship tables, as 
souvenirs of the poetry of the 
crossing. Somebody wrote that 
I looked like the king of Bel
gi um . An o the r ta bl e m a te 

mists of memory and with vague 
blessings. 

We remember the past not 
only during holidays written 
upon ca lendars. Anything can 
touch off an image from yester
yearupon thescreen of the mind . 
I spent the war yea rs as a child, 
here, among dramati c pictures 

Mike w ith Rene and Mermaids on Maasdam. 

claimed I spoke French better 
tha n the French d id. Rene's par
ents wrote their names and ad
dresses in Philadelphia. 

My trunk got a hole bashed 
into it from rough hand ling. It 
sits in my a ttic now, empty for 
the ti me being. But I d id pay a 
visit to my shipboard acquain
tances in the city of bro therl y 
love. I a m no t w riting thei r 
names, because I cannot find 
them to ask their permission. 
They are not lis ted in the Penn
sylva nia directories. I think of 
their fa te and I mix them up 
with o ther companions of brief 
interludes, who come our way 
and move on, leaving us with 

and words. Those of my genera
tion who li ved the truth behind 
the pictures and words gave me 
some kind g limpses and g lances 
tha t have imprinted themselves 
upon my soul. 

I went back to Paris agai n 
a nd aga in, but never to the Paris 
! left behind when I climbed the 
ga ngplank to the Maasdam. In 
my berth and in the bars of that 
gentle boa t I laughed and lis
tened and learned and left some
thing behind . Maybe Rene saw 
it in my eyes when tha t shutter 
clicked upon the two of us with 
the ocean behind us. Hope for 
the future, but a smile for that 
today, free be tween worlds. 

The Camera VVerks 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Survey Shows High Levels of Growth, 

Observance Among Reconstructionists 
The firs t ever in-depth sur

vey of the members of the 
Reconstructionist move

ment showed conclusively that 
most members consciou sly 
choose to identify as Recon
structionists because they are 
seeking a warm, inch.!sive,egali
tarian and democratic Jewish 
community. 

Many are more observant as 
adults than they were in their 
childhood homes. 

The results of the survey in
dicate that the Reconstructionist 
movement is successful in meet
ing many of the challenges of 
Jewish continuity raised by the 
1990 National Jewish Popula
tion Study. 

The movement is attracting 
unaffiliated Jews, singles; and 
intermarried families and in
creasing their level of Jewish 
involvement and observance. 

This survey of 4,500 Recon
structionist households nation
wide selected by a stratified ran
dom sample showed that mem
bers are highly educated, com
mitted to basic Recon
structionist values a nd con
cerned with both spirituality 
and an intellectual approach to 
worship. 

The demographic study was 
conducted throughout North 

America by Michael Rappeport 
of RL Associates, a Princeton, 
N.J.-based market research firm 
that has conducted several ma
jor Jewish research projects. 

Congregations affiliated with 
the Jewish Reconstructionist 
Federation will use the results 
of the survey to strengthen their 
program and focus outreach 
programming in the face of the 
rapid growth that the movement 
is experiencing, as well as posi
tion the three arms of the move
ment: the Reconstructionist Rab
bi nical College, the Recon
structionist Rabbinical Associa
tion and the JRF well into the 
21st century. 

The study a lso showed that 
Reconstructionists under the 
age of 50 tend to be more ob
servant, than the fami ly they 
g rew up in. "Surprisingly, 
many people develop patterns 
of observance tha t are far more 
complete than those in their 
previous backgrounds," said 
Rabbi Sheryl Lewart Shule
witz, JRF associate executive 
director, who coordinated the 
survey. 

Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, 
executive director of the JRF 
stated , "A very heartening fact 
is that few of our members leave 
the congregation after their chi!-
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dren become bar or bat mitz
vah. Reconstructionist congre
gations provide meaningful 
communities for adults as well 
as educational opportunities for 
chi ldren." 

Most Reconstructionists live 
in Jewish-Jewish households 
evenly distributed across the age 
spectrum. Diversity is reflected 
in family status, with three-quar
ters of the households based on 
a marriage or committed rela
tionship, and one-quarter com
prised of singles, most often 
women with a master's degree 
level of education. 

HADASSAH MEMBERS Ellie Elbaum, R.N., and Karen Dann in 
are pictured meeting with students at Lincoln School on Nov. 6. 

Plroto courtesy of R.l. Hadassalr 

In 41 percent of all of the 
households, at least one of the 
adults has a Ph.D., medical or 
law degree. The adults are more 
likely to work as professionals 
than in businesses. 

R.I. Hadassah Teaches 
Girls How to 'Check it Out' 

Continued growth prospects 
for the movement are excellent. 
Besides maintenance at a steady 
8 percent rate of growth, more 
than three-quarters of the re
spondents said they were very 
committed to their congregation 
for the long term. 

Rhode Island Hadassah is 
teaching area high school girls 
how to perform breast self-ex
aminations. 

The program, "CheckltOut," 
is part of Hadassah's ongoing 
breast cancer awareness cam
paign and has alread y been in
troduced to 70,000 students na
tionwide. 

Hadassah nurse-educators 
teach the 11th- and 12th-grade 
high school girls self-exams, and 
Hadassah volunteers and breast 
cancer survivors explai n the 

importance of early detection 
and distribute teaching models 
and educational material. 

Hadassah members Ellie 
Elbaum, R.N., and Karen 
Dannin recently met with stu
dents at Lincoln School. Other 
schools throughout Rhode ls
land are scheduled for "Check 
It Out" programs as part of 
Hadassah' s continuing commit
ment to improved health care 
and community involvement. 

For further information, call 
463-3636. 

Survey highlights are avail
able from the offices of the Jew
ish Reconstructionist Federa
tion, 1299 Church Road, 
Wyncote, Pa. 19095, (215) 887-
1988 at a cost of $5. 

Holocaust Awareness at P.C. 
Klezmer 
Concert 

Klezmer music is just plain 
fun. And about the only time 
you can hear it in Rhode Island 
is when it's played by Fishel 
Bresler's Klezmer Orchestra. 

Bresler will bring the orches
tra to the Undercroft of Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church, 15 Hayes 
St., Providence, on Nov. 30 at 8 
p .m. Admission is $7. 

"Bearing Witness: A Day of 
Holocaust Awareness" will be 
the theme of a full day of pro
gramming at Providence 
College's Slavin Center '64 Hall 
on Dec. 2. 

There will be slide and pic
ture displays, film clips, re
corded music, info rmationa l 
tables and class readings in class
room ENG 445. 

From 12:45 to 1:15 p.m., there 
will be live music performances 
by two students. From 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m., Holocaust survivor 

Let Thouglits of 
· Camp Pembroke 

Warm Your Winter! 
lF YOU ARE A PARENT, PROSPECTIVE CAMPER OR POTENTIAL 
STAFF MEMBER, WE HOPE YOU WILL GET ACQUAINTED W!Tli US 
AT OUR INTRODUCTION AND ORIENTATION. 

After you: • Meet the Director • Get answers to your questions 
• View our camp video, yearbooks and photos, we know you'll want 
the friendship to grow during the summer of '97. 

Date: Sunday, December !st 
Time: I 1:00 am to noon 
Place: Temple Emeth, 194 Grove Street, South Brookline, MA 

For more information, call Leslie Brenner, 508-788-6968 

REUNION FOR 1996 CAMP PEMBROKE CAMPERS AND STAFF 
Date: Sunday, December 1st 
Time: I :00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Place: Temple Emeth, 194 Grove Street, South Brookline, MA 

Leah Eliash will speak. Original 
student presentations will take 
place from 2:30 to 4 p.m. A Sab
bath ceremony will happen at 
4:30 p.m. 

The day's events are spon
sored by the Feinstein Institute 
for Public Service and the Rhode 
Island Holocaust Museum. 

For more information, call 
Liza Pappas .at 865-4100. 

Meetings For 
Parents Who 

Want to Adopt 
Adoption Options, the adop

tion program of Jewish Family 
Service, is now offering infor
mational meetings about adop
tion for a nyone interested in 
exploring the choices. 

Beginning in January, the 
meetings wi ll be held the first 
Monday of every month at 6 
p .m. at the offices of JFS. The 
next meetings will be held on 
Dec. 5 and Jan. 6. 

The agency is loca ted on the 
second floorofthe United Way 
building at 229 Waterman St. 
in Providence. The.meetings 
are free and open to anyone 
interested in pursuing an 
adoption. 

Call Adoptions Options at 
331-5437 for information or to 
arrange a confidential consulta
tion. 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Aleph Initiates Chanukah Campaign 
The A_Ieph Institute, a 'Daddy,' 'Mommy,' 'Grandpa' mitzvah of 'tikkun olam' (re

Surfa1de, Fl?n~a-based or 'Grandma," as the case may pairing the world, and had the 
. chanty or~~ruzation, 1s of- be.Nochildshouldhavetothink opportunitytoactontheirleam

fenng from spmtual a':'d social that they were forgotten by a ing by collecting toys in their 
pro_gram~ . to Jewish inmates, parent who cannot be home for communities." 
their farrulies_andJewi~hme_m- the holiday." Many toys were collected, 
bers of the m1_htary nationwide Aleph has received some as- Lipskar noted, but more toys
~s part of their Chanuka,~ 5757 sist_ance from various youth and and funds to support Aleph's 
L~ghts Across Amenca cam- etv1c organizations to collect other Chanukah programs -

pa1gn. . . toys,includinggrantsfromphil- are still needed. Lipskar esti-
The_ h1~hltght _ of Aleph 's anthropic groups such as the mated Aleph's Chanukah bud-

campaign 1s a nation"."1de col- Nyman Foundation. get at more than $65,000. 
lection of toys for children of -----------• Theprisonoutreachprogram 
mcarcer~ted Jews. . provides for prison, visits by 

Ra~b1 Sholom D. Lipskar, The prison outreach rabbis, plus free menorahs, 
Aleph s chaumanand found er, program provides for ca ndles, dreidels, Chanukah 
noted that, "Jews in prison have . . . b bb cards, audio cassettes, books and 
nowayto shareChanukahwith pnson, VlSits Y ra is, videos. 
their young _children at home. plus free menorahs, The military program in-
And their children have no way candles, dreidels, elud es di s tribution of fr ee 
to connect with a mission par- menorahs and candles to Jew-
ent to celebrate the holiday." Chanukah cards, audio ish men and women in the mili-

To maintain essential family cassettes, books and tary around the world . A box of 
ties, Aleph distributed more videos. menorahswas requestedby,and 
than 2,500 apphca tions to_Jews sent to, Jewish service person-
m fed eral and s ta te pnsons ------------ nel as far away as Bosnia . 
around the country. Inmates In another example, "A re- Further information about 
"."ere given the opportunity t_o centregionalgathering ofyouth Aleph can be obtained by visit
list the ages and gender of their leaders from United Synagogue ing Aleph's Web site at http:// 
chi_l,dren. . . Youth highlighted the social is- www.aleph-i nstitute.org. lndi-

. We s_hip age-appropna te sues fa cing Jewishcommunities viduals or organizations who 
gi fts to childrenacross thecoun- as a result of incarceration," wish to contribute to Aleph's 
try," Lipskar noted . "Each pack- Lipskar said . "Each of these toy drive can contact Isaac M. 
age comes with a ca rd signed young leaders leamed aboutthe Jaroslawicz at (305) 864-5553. 

Hadassah Hosts 
Dr. Gitlitz 

The South County Group of 
the Rhode Island Chapter of 
Hadassa h will hold its nex t 
meeting on Dec.5 at 7:30 p.m.at 
a private home in Kingston. 

The guest speaker will be Or. 
David Gitlitz, a professo r at the 
Uni versity ofRhode Island, who 
over the last 20 years has di
vided his time among research 
on Sephardic historica l topics. 
Spa nish Golden Age litera ture 
and university teaching a nd ad
ministration. 

Beth Sholom 
Hosts Party 

On Dec. 8 at 4 p.m., Congre
gation BethSholom,at275Camp 
St. in Providence, will have its 
a nnual Chanukah Party . 

Fea tured performer will be 
Bruce Kalver, magician extra
ordinare. There will also be sing
ing, dreidles, latkes and sand
wiches. 

In conjunction with the Jew
ish Federation of Rhode Island, 
Beth Sholom will also be accept
ing donations forour fellow Jews 
in the city of Gome!, Belarus. 

The admission charge wi II be 
$5 for adults, $3 for those under 
12 years of age and $15 family 
maximum. 

Seniors to Hold 
Party on Dec. 1 D 
Majestic Senior Guild will 

hold its annual Chanukah party 
on Dec. 10 at noon at Temple 
Torat Yisrael on Park Avenue 
in Cranston. 

A catered meal will be served 
and entertainment and prizes 
will be offered . 

The December meeting will 
be held at the temple on Dec. 17 
atl p .m. 

Pam Franco,a representative 
of United Health Plan of Rhode 
Island, will speak on senior 
health care. Refreshments will 
be served . 

New England Retreat is 
Scheduled, Dec. 20 to 22 
The 10th National Havurah 

Committee New England Win
ter Retreat will be held on Dec. 
20 to 22 at the Craigville Confer
ence Center, in Craigville, Mass. 

This year's list of presenters 
continues the tradition of bring
ing spiritually rich and varied 
topics to a weekend of prayer, 
study and community building. 
Highlights of this year's pro
gram include: 

• Exploring the Ten Names 
for G-d through text study, dis
cussion, singing and meditation. 
Marthajoy Aft, Storytelle r, 
teacher, editor of Neshama. 

• Guided medita tion through 
the Ten Sephirot / Life Centers 
of the Tree of Life as a starting 
point for personal and univer
sal healing and renewal. Rabbi 
Jeffrey Foust is the spiritua l 
leader of Temple Beth Shalom 
in Melrose, Mass., as well as 
long-ti me student and teacher 
of Jewish mysticism. 

• Roots: What You Can Do 
Withan Ayin, S(h)in and a Rash. 
A trip th ro ugh Ta nach and 
Mid rash celebrating the Hebrew 
for the number 10. Aliza Ar zt, 
Jewish educator and Havurat 
Shalom Sidd ur Project member. 

• Exploration of the Spiritual 
Calendar of the Year. How to 
leave the chaos in search of the 
holy: an exercise in centering on 
the sacred dimensions of li fe. 
Rabbi Alan Ullman, School fo r 
Je wi sh Studies, Wo rces te r, 
Mass. 

• Ten Takes on the Temple. 
A study of 10 different Jewish 
sources from· contemporary to 
contemporaneous, that di scuss 
how Jews have projected their 
ideals and current values onto 
"The Temple." Ronnie Levin, 
long-time member of Havurat 
Shalom and the Fabregan; cur
rently a member of the Newton 
Centre Minyan. 

• Talmud Study: lORightand 
Wrong Ways to make Requests 
of G-d. The study of stories from 
the Talmud and Bible that dis
cuss petitionary prayer. Rabbi 
PhilipGraubart, spiritual leader 
of CongregatiDn B'nai Israel, 
Northampton, Mass. 

• Ten Words Make a World. 
Exploration of the tradition that 
teaches us that G-d created the 
world with 10 words. Rabbi 
Louis Reiser, storyteller and 
teacher of 10 retreats. 

• Experiencing Family Learn
ing: Discovering the NumberlO. 
Nina Gelman-Grans, family 
educa tor and found e r o f 
Havurot in Ann Arbor and Bos
ton. 

Other teachers will include 
Joe Rosenstein, Yitzchak Bux
baum and Shira Belfer. 

A special evening presenta
tion by Dr. Michael Perlman will 
include a video presentation 
based upon Perlma n's Rosh 
Hasha nah prayer experiences 
with the Bretzlov Hasidim. 

Child care will be directed by 
Leigh Dunlap, who will provide 
exciting activities fo r children 
ages 3 to 12. 

The Craigville Conference 
Center is a picturesque and con
genial group of historic guest 
ho uses nes tl ed a mo ng the 
marshes of Craigville beach on 
Cape Cod. 

Rooms va ry from sing le, 
double and multipleoccupancy, 
most with private baths and 
some with ocean, marsh and 
pond views. 

For further information, ca ll 
Esther Bean at (413) 586-022 or 
Steve Lewis at (617) 527-2456. 

Happy Chanukah 
from the 

Rhode /J!a11d Jewi.Jh Hera/J 
Gitlitz, a nominee for the Na

tional Jewish Book of the Year 
for Secrecy and Deceit; the Religion 
of the Crypto Jews will speak on 
How Jewish Were the Crypto 
(Hidden) Jews? All are welcome. 

For further info rma tion, ca ll 
Vi Hellman at 783-5520. 

If you have any questions, 
ca ll the Beth Sholom office at 
621-9393. GRAND OPENING 

SHMUEL TAITELBAUM 
CERTIFIED MOHEL 

Providence-Based • Recommended by Local Physicians & Rabbis 
861-1403 

~ ~~s~~n!!~q! V 
Professional 'Dog am{ Cat (jroomi"tJ 

FOR HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING: 

Dee's Homebaked Peanut 
Butter Biscottl for Dogs & 

Arnold & Elliot's Gourmet 
Birdie Blscottl for Parrots 

'.Happy J-{o{itfays to ;ll[{ from 'Biffy ant£ 'Dee 

Walk-In Always Welcome 351-3240 
75 Burlington Street, Providence 

http;//ally.ios.com/- billpa39/Poochies.htm (on the World Wide Web) 
VISA/DISC/A MEX • HOURS: TUES.-SAT. FROM 7:30 AM--ON 

We Do Not Sedate Pets 

BELLISSIMO SALON INC. 
727 East Avenue • Blackstone Place 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 - 724-3339 
FULL SERVICE HAIR SALON 

Specializing in Color, Cuts, Perms 
"Award-Winning" Nail Tech 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
HOLIDAY SPECIALS 

NEW CLIENT SPECIAL 10% OFF ·ve 
01?1 sie Avedo. creo.tt 

"'"""' g_ £5 ~ Red"\(elt .8 mnmu ~o.i\5 

Elegance At An Affordable Price 
Hours: Tuesday 9-6, Wednesday 9-7, Thursday 9-6 Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-5 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
'The Changing Face of AIDS' 

A Panel Discussion 
"The Changing Face of AIDS 

and the Jewish Community," a 
panel discussion sponsored by 
the Jewish AIDS Task Force, is 
scheduled for Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. at 
the Jewish Community Center 
of Rhode Island, 401 Elmgrove 
Ave., Providence. 

The program is open to all, 
and there will be time for the 
audience to question the mem
bers of the panel. 

As the keynote · speaker, 
Rabbi Cynthia Culpepper wi ll 
present a firsthand perspective 
on living with AIDS. 

Culpepper is a Conservative 
rabbi in Montgomery, Ala. A 
graduate of the Jewish Theo
logical Seminary, she discov
ered her AIDS status around 
the time of last year's Jewish 
High Holidays. She has had to 

deal with the reality of her s ta
tus on a personal and profes
sional level, sharing her situa
tion with her congregation. 

Culpepper will share these 
experiences on Dec. 3, as she 
has at forums in Colorado, Ohio 
and other s tates. 

Dr. Alvan Fisher will repre
sent the medical community. 
Fisher has been a leader in the 
treatment of those with AIDS 
and HIV for many years. 

Gail Tonnessen, MSW, 
LICSW, is a mental health spe
cialist dealing with individuals, 
families, and groups affected by 
the disease. 

State Rep. David Cicillinewill 
discuss the government re
sponse as it is or should be. 

Marc Paige, long-time AIDS 
activist a nd PWA, will articu
late how the face of AIDS has 

changed over the years and how 
those afflicted have tried to deal 
with the shifting realities. 

The panel members will 
give their perspectives on 
these new realities. The me
dia is full of reports of new 
drug therapies being devel
oped and swiftly being ap
proved by the FDA. 

Those who are HIV positive 
and those with AIDS are that 
AIDS may one day become a 
chronic, though not necessarily 
fatal illness. This new situation 
will impact those individuals 
in many direct ways. There will 
also be an impact on their fami
lies, on the health-care system, 
on government, and on society 
as a whole. 

Call the Jewish Federation of 
Rhode Island at 421-4111 for 
further information. 

'The Feminine Side of Chanukah' ----
Women of the Jewish com

munity will have the opportu
nity to discover the unique con
nection women have to the holi
day of Chanukah, at a special 
lecture sched uled for Dec. 4 at 
7:30 p .m. 

The lec ture, entitled "The 
Feminine Side of Chanukah," 
will focus on the mystical con
nection between women and 
Chanukah. 

Chanie Levy, who will be 
prese nting the lecture, ex-

plained, "Women's ro le in the 
ce lebration of C hanukah is 
largely misunderstood. This lec
ture revea ls a deeper dimension 
toChanukahand will bean eye
opener for participants as they 
discover the inner dimension of 
this holiday." 

Levy serves as the co-di rec
torofChabad of West Bay CHAI 
Center, and is well known in the 
Jewish community for her out
standing work in Jewish out
reach and education. 

Levy noted, "This lec ture 
will give participants a better 
understanding of women's 
role in Judaism, in general , 
with particular emphasis on 
her role in the history a nd com
memoration of Chanukah."The 
lecture, "The Feminine Side of 
Chanukah," wil l be d elivered 
at the CHAI Center, 15 Cen
terville Road , Warwick, and is 
a project of Jewish Women of 
West Bay. For more informa
tion, ca II 884-4071. 

Next week is the 
final week of Jewish 

Book Month. 

Holiday Party 
The Social Seniors of War

wick will have a holiday party 
on . Dec. 15 at noon at Temple 
Am David in Warwick. 

Lou Renzi will entertain. 

You 'll find the finest in catered retirement 
living here at The Village at Elmhurst, 
located on the Roger Williams Medical 
Center campus in Providence. The lifestyle 
combines the freedom of residential living 
with the support services tailored to the 
needs of each individual. 

Just ask Ethel and Selma Kessler. The 
Kessler sisters used to reside on the East 
Side of Providence and have recently 
moved into The Village. "Everything 
is taken care of if we need help," says 
Ethel. "It's exactly what we wanted and 
what our niece and nephew wanted for 
us." Fine dining, transportation and social 
activities round out each day. "Luxury 
and security were very important to us ," 
Selma adds. 

As the Kessler's can attest, The Village at 
Elmhurst represents everything today's 
seniors want in a retirement community. 
And our Courtyard caters to Alzheimer's 
residents. To schedule a visit or for 
more information please call 
521-0090. 

The v~lla e 
AT ELMHURST 

C at ere d R e tirement Li vi ng 

700 Smith Street, Providence, RI 
401-521 -0090 

Feinstein Makes Challenge 
Philanthropist Alan Shawn 

Feinstein, in conjunction with 
Newschannel 10, is making a 
$50,000 challenge to the public 
to raise money for the needy in 
Rhode Island . 

All monies raised will go to
ward food supplies for the food 
providers in our area and for 
$500 grants to any churches and 
synagogues that agree to start a 
food pantry available to anyone 
in need in their communi ty, re
gardless of their religious affili
ations. 

The amount of money raised 
will be announced on Channel 
10 daily on their 5 p.m. newscast. 

Checks should be made pay
able to : The Alan Shawn 
Feinstein Foundation and sent 
to the foundation at P.O. Box 
2065, Cra nston, R.l. 02905. 

All houses of worship that 
wish to start a food pantry and 
get the $500 grant should send 
the foundation a letter agreeing 
to make the pantry ava ilable to 
anyone in need in their comm u
ni ty regardless of religious af
filiation. Enclose some verifica
tion of your non-profit status. 

Some 70 churches through
out the country have already 
responded to this Feinstein 
offer. 

JCCRI Presents J.J. Goldberg 
J.J. Goldberg is a re nowned 

journa li st and author. His 
newest book, Jewish Power: In 
side the American Jewish Estab
lishment , is a revealing look at 
Jewish organizations, money 
and political power in the 
United States. 

He will bespeaking on Dec. 2 
at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Rhode Island's 
Jewish Book Fair. This is free 
and open to the public. 

Also, he will be speaki ng on 
Dec. 3 at noon at the Brown Bag 
Club at the ]CCR!. Bring your 
own lunch. Beverage and des
sert is provided . The cost is $1 
per person. 

Goldberg specializes in cov
ering the politics of the Middle 
East and the Jewish world . 

the Israeli News Magazine, Jerusa
lem Post, and has won numer
ous journalism awards. 

He is a contributing editor of 
For further information, con

tact Dana at 861-8800, ext. 108. 

Adoption Options Study Group 
Adoption Options, the adoption program of Jewish Family 

Service, is currently conducti ng a home study group fo r prospec
tive adoptive parents. 

Four families are participating in the group, led by a clinical 
social worker who specia li zes in adoption, to work on the home 
study process in preparation for adoption. 

The families wi ll meet for a total of five sessions to explore issues 
surrounding adoption, including infertility, cultura l differences, 
concerns about birth parents and readiness to adopt. 

The group format enriches the experience for participants by 
adding a level of support and education as families share concerns 
and information. 

For information about Adoption Options, ca ll 331-5437. 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Tile-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - Leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
LEGAL COVERING OF ASBESTOS PIPES 

All High Quality Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" PAGER# 763-6611 

INSURED • R.I. LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

PICONE - LOUIS VUITTON 
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0 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
JWVof R.I. Holds Meeting 

by Neil Nachbar 
Herald Associate Editor 

O n Nov. 24, the Jewish War 
Veterans of Rhode Isla nd hon
ored severa l of its mem bers, 
a long with U.S. Senator-elect 
Jack Reed, w ho was made an 
honorary member. 

American. Cohen, whose rec
ognition was "long overdue," 
according to Levin, was thanked 
for serving as the quartermaster 
(accounta n t) of the JWV of 
Rhode Island for 25 years. 

Cantor Robert Lieberman a Finalist 
in National Opera Competition 

According to Irving Levin, 
department commander of JWV 
of Rhode Isla nd, the organiza
tion is the firs t veteran organi
zation to recognize Reed . 

Reed received a B.S. from 
West Point in 1971. From 1973 
to 1977, he served as an infantry 
platoon leader, company com
mander a nd ba ttalion staff of
ficer in the 82nd Airborne Divi
sion a t Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Reed then returned to West 
Point as an associate professor in 
the department of socia I sciences. 

After receiving the hat and pin 
womby)WVmembers,anda book 
which details the organization's 
100-year history, Reed vowed to 
continue to work hard to protect 
the rights of veterans. 

After recogn iz ing Reed , 
Levin honored four JWV mem
be rs w ho ha ve contributed 
greatly to the organiza tion over 
the years: David Kopech, Harold 
Fink, Miriam Mi ller a nd Murray 
Cohen. 

Kopech was honored for his 
work as d e p a rtm e nt co m 
mander prior to Levin, in 1993:... 
94. Fink was given credit for 
p repa ring a ll o f the genera l 
members hi p meetings. Mil ler 
was recognized for going to the 
Fed eral Court (in Providence) 
each month and giving a copy 
of the Bill of Rights to every new 

That wasn' t the end of the 
awards and recognition. Twelve 
people were called forward and 
credited for 50 years of member
ship. The list included: Harold 
Fink, Jacob Fink, Dr. Seymour 
Friedman, Melvin Kahn, David 
Kopech, Meyer Mushlin, David 
Penn, Raymond Penn, Robert 
Pe nn, Ja mes Shocket, Phi lip 
Woled and Jerome Weiss. 

O ne of the loudest ovations 
of the day was reserved for Bran
d on Kulik, a recent West Point 
g radua te, who was gra nted 
membership into JWV. Kulik is 
a 2nd lieutena nt. 

Since this was a meeting, and 
not just an awards ceremony, 
Levin d iscussed some upcom
ing events and programs. 

Having recently visited the 
United States Holocaust Memo
ria l Museum in Washington, 
D.C., Levin related his experi
ence to the group. He said if 
there was interest, he would be 
willing to organize a trip to the 
museum - 10 to 12 people 
raised their hands. 

Levin also said that if the in
terest was there, he would have 
someone from Massachusetts 
come to Rhod e Island and help 
organize a descendants of vet
erans group a nd /or a w ives of 
vetera ns group. 

For more informa tion abou t 
JWV or to join the organization, 
ca ll Irving Levin a t 467-3434. 

Cantor Robert Lieberman, of 
Temple Torat Yisrael in Cran
ston, is a fina lis t in the annual 
Bel Canto Scholarship Compe
tition. 

The purpose of the competi
tion, according to Bel Canto 
founder Annamaria Saritelli
DiPanni, is to support talented 
vocalists who are actively pur
suing a career in opera. 

This year, 45 entrants from 
Maine to Ca lifornia partici
pated, and four of the 14 final
ists are Rhode Islanders. 

The final round of the com
petition, to be held on Dec. 14, 
will award three scholarships 
for voice s tudy, ranging from 
$500 to $3,000. 

A native of Benton Harbor, 
Mich., Lieberman, 38, first fo l
lowed his interest in music by 
majoring in trumpet a t the Uni
versity of Michigan, from which 
he received a bachelor of music 
degree. 

But the impressions of his ear
lier work asa cantor in his home
town synagogue remained, so 
in 1983 he began four years of 
study in the Cantor's Institute 
a t the Jewish Theological Semi
nary of America in New York 
City, grad uati ng with a d egree 
in sacred music. 

He became a voice s tudent of 
Ca ntor Richa rd Wolbe rg of 
Temple Beth El in Fall Ri ver 
three years ago. In the su mmer 
of 1995 he began his work at 
Temple Tora! Yisrael. 

That same summer Lieber-

WELL DESERVED RECOGNITION -At a recent meeting of the Jewish War Veterans of Rhode 
Island, Irving Levin, department commander, gave recognition to four members. From left, 
Murray Cohen, Miriam Miller, David Kopech and Harold Fink. Herald photo by Neil Nachbar 

J'or 51((y our gjft:: giving 'Neecfs: 
Gourmet Baskets 

Tea Sampler Gift Box • Fancy Gift Bags 
:Notbt'tfg Orcllnmy !! 

Mrs. Prindable's Hand-Dipped Chocolate Apples 
KOSHER GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE 

We use all certified Kosher products for a beautiful and unusual gift basket 
WE SHIP AND D ELIVER 

We are loca ted in Vinny's Antique Center, 380 Fall River Ave., Seekonk, MA., 
next lo the Grist Mi ll Restau rant. 

O pen 9- 5, Fridays till 9, Sunday and Holidays 12- 5 

AS STALWART PRIVATE WILLIS, Robert Lieberman resists 
the attractions of Christine Gannon's Fairy Queen in Ocean State 
Light Opera's recent production, "Iolanthe." Photo by Dave Kendrick 

man, a rich bass-baritone,made 
his theatrical debut, perform
ing with Ocean State Light Op
era Company in Providence. 

Renow ned fo r innovative 
productions of operettas, espe
cia II y those o f G ilbe r t a nd 
Sullivan,OSLOgave Lieberman 
his firs t leading role - Robin 
Oakapple/Sir Ruthven Murga
troyd in "Ruddigore." 

That wi nter, he performed in 
opera scenes for OSLO - as 
Falke in "Die Fledermaus" and 
Danilo in "The Merry Widow." 

This past summer, he en
chanted OSLO audiences with 
his comic perfo rmance as Pri
vate Willis in "Iolanthe." His 
outstanding vocal talents have 
been recognized by critics, peers, 
and audience members alike. 

From now unti l May, Lieber
man,a Woonsocket resident, will 
perform on occasion at Opera at 
Audrey's (Audrey's Rest., Seek
onk) with other leading voices of 
Ocean State Light Opera. 

Buyers, Sellers and 
Appraisers of 

E STATE ~ J EWELRY 

AUTHENTIC ANTIQUE J EWELRY 

l ower l evel Antique Gift Gallery 

3228 Post Road 
Appo na ug Village 

Warw ic k, RI 

(401) 738 -0511 
(800) 9 I 0-4869 

Lie. #92365 
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9 SCHOOLBEAT 
Cranston A.Z.A. Pitches In BCC Receives $40,000 Grant 

The B' na i B' rith Youth Or
ganiza tion develops youth to 
become leaders in college and 
their commu nity after gradu
ation, through a specialized 
training program which is 
d e veloped by the reg iona l 
office. 

The youth leaders ho ld re
gional training weekends three 
times a year, with local chapters 
once a month. 

The other fold in which 
BBYO is known is thei r par
ticipation in community ser
vice projects. 

Johnson & Johnson recently 
awarded the Bristol Community 
College Foundation a $40,000 
Bridge to Employment grant to 
encourage youth to pursue ca
reers in allied hea lth. 

The BCC program is one of 
eight new Bridge to Employ
ment programs funded nation
ally this yea r. 

Administered by the Nationa l 
AllianceofBusinessand funded 
by Johnson & Johnson, the pro
gram based at BCC will involve 
an estimated 250 middle a nd 
high school students in educa
tional programs and activities 
designed to increase thei r aware
ness and career aspirations in 
the hea lth ca re industry. 

a ls to help students choose the 
high schoo l courses that best 
prepare them for a hea lth care 
career, and a series of Health 
Career Days at BCC for high 
school students. 

Plus, this Bridge to Employ
ment program will develop a 
regional symposium for educa
tors, business and community 
leaders, and hea lth care execu
tives to examine employment 
changes in the allied health in
dustry. 

Chanukah Poster 
Contest Entrants 

Entries By City /Town 
Barrington ... 2 
Chepachet . ............ .... .. .... .... .. . 1 

Recently, some of the broth
ers of Cranston A.Z.A. donated 
thei r time clea ning the outside 
of Temple Torat in Cranston. 
On election day, members of 
C rans ton A.Z.A. spent time 
moving items, getting ready for 
the temple's fl ea market. 

If your organization needs 
help, call the BBYO regiona l of
fice a t (617) 969-8455 or David 
Hochman at 467-2296. 

HELPING OUT - Cranston A.Z.A. recently donated its time at 
Temple Tora! Yisrael. Top row, from left: Max Dwares, Craig 
Hochman, Rob Cutler and Brian Goldman. Bottom row, from 
left: Jon Sugerman; Eric Hochman, regional president; David 
Roberts; and Scott Goldman. Not pictured is Drew Hochman. 

Specifica lly, BCC's Bridge to 
Employment program will de
velop a speakers ' bureau of 
hea lth care professionals to work 
with area schools to help s tu
dents lea rn abou t hea lth ca re 
careers. 

Coventry . ...... ................ .... .. .. 1 
Cranston . .. ......... ..... .... 5 
East Greenwich .. .... .... 11 
Foxboro ....... .. .............. 2 
Lincoln .... .... ........... .. .... ....... .... 1 

BBYO to Hold 'Overnight' 
The B' nai B' rith Youth Orga

nization will hold its "new mem
bers overnight" at the Jewish 
Community Center of Rhode 
Island on Dec. 14 and 15. 

The night will begi n with a 
regiona l dance followed by ac
tivities through the night. New 
members wi II learn the history of 
BBYO, sing songs, a nd meet 
youth from the New England 
area . 

Membership is open to a ll 

Jewish youth between the ages 
of 13 and 17. Members belong to 
chapters and chapters make up 
the region. Each chapter plans 
their own programming, raises 
their own funds and works with 
volunteer advisors. 

If you would bke information 
concerning membership, ca ll 
Rhode Island coordinator David 
Hochman at 467-BBYO (2296) or 
the regional offi ce a t (617) 969-
8455. E-mai l: ner96 @aol.com 

Learn About Galileo Mission 
The public can learn firsthand 

about Ga lileo's amazing odys
seyaroundJupiterand its moons 
from the Brown University sci
enti s ts and students who are 
retrieving a nd interpreting im
ages returned by the spacecraft. 

The researchers will present 
a free program about their work 
on Dec. 4, at 7:30 p .m. in Room 
101 of the Salomon Center for 
Teaching, loca ted on The Col-

lege Green a t Brown Univer
sity. 

The prog ra m is ca ll ed 
"Ga lil eo at Jupite r and its 
Moons: A Year of Discovery." 
The presentation will include 
pictures, video animation and 
discussion that shares the ex
citement of the firs t 12 months 
of the spacecraft's mission. It 
will end with a question and 
answer session. 

Art Students to Have Art Sale 
The art students a t the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

wi ll hold thei r first annual student art sa le a t the New Bedford Art 
Museum on Dec. 5, 6, and 7. 

The sa le will run from 10:30a.m. to5 p.m.eachday. The museum 
is located al the corner of Williams and Pleasant s treets in New 
Bedford . 

For information abou t the sale, contact Professor Karon Doherty 
at (508) 999-8906 or (508) 999-8907. 

Shake Off the Winter 
Cold with the SP.irit of 
Camp Tel Noar! 

IF YOU ARE A PARENT, PROSPECTIVE CAMPER OR POTENTIAL 
STAFF MEMBER, WE HOPE YOU WILL GET ACQUAINTED WITH US 
AT OUR INTRODUCTION AND ORIENTATION. 

After you: • Meet the Director • Get answers to your questions 
• View our camp video, yearbooks and photos, we know you' ll ~ant 
the friendship to grow during the summer of '97. 

Date: Sunday, December 1st 
Time: 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Place: Temple Beth Am, 300 Pleasant Street, Framingham, MA 

For more information, call Marty Wiadro, 508-443-3655 

REl.JNJON FOR 1996 CAMP TEL N OAR CAMPERS AND STAFF 
Dau: Sunday, December 1st 
Time: 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Place, Temple Beth Am, 300 Pleasant Street, Framingham, MA 

Photo courtesy of David Hochman Also planned are the materi-

New Engineering Scholarship 
The family of the late Brenda 

Ka rnasi ewi cz-F reese has es tab
lished a memorial scholarship 
fund in her honor a t the Univer
sityofMassachusetts Dartmouth. 

A 1987 UMass Dartmouth 
graduate with a bachelor of sci
ence in elec tri ca l engi neering, 
Karnas iewicz-Freese passed 
away in July after a month-long 
struggle with a meningococcal 
infec tio·n. 

The Brenda Karnasiewicz
Freese Memorial Scholarship 
Fund will be used to aid full
time, matriculated junior and / 
or senior students in the co llege 

of engineering, with preference 
to a female electri ca l engi neer
ing student with a minimum 
grade point average of 2.75. 

An eight-yea r resident of 
Bristol, R.I. , she was the wife of 
Larry 0. Freese and the daugh
ter of Stanley and Constance 
Karnasiewicz of Fall Ri ver. She 
was 31 yea rs old a t the time of 
her dea th. 

Contributions to the Brenda 
Karnasiewi-Freese Memori a l 
Scholarship Fund may pe sent 
to the UMass Dartmouth Foun
dation, 285 Old Westport Road , 
Dartmouth, MA 02747. 

'Recent Pictures' at RIC 
The work of James Janecek 

embod ies a synthesis of the 
major trends in 20th-century 
a bstraction . His "Recent Pic
tures" exhibit wi ll be on di s
p lay in Rhode Island College's 
Bannis ter Ga llery on Dec. 5 to 
21. 

That Ja necek terms these 
works "pictures" refl ects not 
only their mixed-media nature, 
bu t also the idea that the term, 
genera II y used in a photo
graphic sense, refers to an im
pulse to record a particular vi
sµal event. 

Abstract visual action can in 
thi s sense be considered, as 
much as a photograph used to 
be, a true document of a rea l 
place as recorded by one who 

has "been there," according to 
Dennis O'Malley, ga ll ery direc
tor. 

" Rece nt Pictures," sa id 
Janecek, "is the evolutionary 
resu lt of a group of mono types 
produ ced in the pas t two 
years. The printed material 
served as the basis for the ex
pansion of a variety of drawn 
and painted ideas which may 
have rela ted ta ngentia ll y in 
content and at the sa me time 
may ha ve had a compelling 
visual connection. 

"This connection has been 
developed to the exten t that one 
idea methodica lly dissolves into 
ano ther idea to become part of 
the overa ll effect. 

"All of the events in 'pictures' 

Mansfield .... .. .. 2 
New Bedford . .. ...... .... ..... 1 
Newport.. . .... ......... 2 
North Attl eboro . .. .... .... .. ...... 2 
North Providence . .. ... 4 
Norton .. ... .. .. ... 2 
Pawtucket . .......... ................ 13 
Plainville ........ .. ... .. .. .... .. .. .. . 1 
Providence .............. ... .. ... .. ... 40 
Rehoboth .... .. .. ................. 1 
Sharon, Mass ................. . .. .. . 17 
Swa nsea........ 1 
Taunton.. 2 
Warwick....... 9 
West Greenwich 1 
West Warwick .. .. .. .. ........ .. .... . 1 

Congmtuafation:1 to 

aft conte.:1t entrant.:1 

contain references to actual 
events and observations, yet are 
not dis tracted by exact descrip
tion or specific time. Once all of 
the different parts are in play on 
the surface, a kind of cohesion 
develops, which cannot be pre
dicted and which is eagerly 
sought." 

Opening of theexhibitis Dec. 
5, from 7 to 9 p.m. A ga llery talk 
by the artist is scheduled fo r 
Dec. 12, at 7 p.m. 

The exhibit and ga llery talk 
a re free and open to the public. 

Regu la r gallery hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 6 
to 9 p.m. For more information, 
ca l O'Malley at 456-9765. 

@ OP EN S E V EN DAYS @ OPEN SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER @ 
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The cider is hot, the people are 
warm, and our gifts are really cool. 
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Jewish lSook Month NOVE:M5E:R 6 TO 
DE:CE:M5E:R8 

Cookbooks Keep 
Jewish Culture Alive 
Back in 1975, the Sisterhood 

of Cincinnati 's Rockdale 
Temple, a Reform syna

gogue, decided to raise money 
by publishing-whatelse?-a 
cookbook. 

It was an obvious solution, 
according to Barbara Rosenberg, 
one of the editors, who explains 
wryly that " in thos e days 
women were still expected to 
excel in the kitchen." 

The cookbook was a "spe
cialty" vo lume, devoted exclu
sively to hors d 'oeuvres and 
soups. It became a national best 
seller, featured by major book 
chains and publicized in maga
zines and on radio and TV. Hun
dreds of thousands of copies 
were sold. 

- estimates that between half 
and three-quarters ofall Reform 
s is terhoods have publi shed 
cookbooks at one time or other. 

Betty Eichenbaum Benjamin, 
who served as WR) president in 
the rnid-1970s, has mad e a 
hobby of collecting sis terhood 
coo kbooks from across the 
United States and Canada . 

She recently donated 32 from 
her collection - including one 
dating from 1914 - to Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, which has what is 
beli eved tobe theworld's largest 
existingcollectionofJewishcook
books - approximately 700. 

In recent years, the primary 
motivation for cookbook pub
lishing among sisterhoods has 

been fund-raising. But 
leaders of WR) point 
out that such manuals 
also he! p preserve and 
transmit Jewish culture 
and traditions from one 
generation to the next. 

Followingora l tradi
tion, mothers passed 
down fo lk recipes 
through their daugh
ters. Many still do. But 
Jewish cookbooks have 
made it easier to pre
serve traditional dis hes. 

In addition to the 
Rockdale publication, 
other sisterhood cook
books have ga rnered 
nationwid e atte nti on 
over the years. Recent 
successes include From 
Generation to Generation, 
a 334-page work pub
lished by the Sisterhood 
of Temple Ernanu-El in 
Dallas. 

THE COVER of From Generation to 
Generation, the prize-winning cookbook 
of the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, 
a Reform synagogue in Dallas. 

Graphica lly attrac
tive, with wa tercolor il
lustrations by artist and 

temple member Cami lle Kress 
(whose work was featured in 
the 1992-93 nationally distrib
uted WR) Art Calendar), the 
cookbook includes everyday 
mea ls as well as holiday dishes 
and recipes for special occa
sions. 

While it was a s tunning suc
cess, the Rockdale sis terhood 's 
gastronomic blockbuster was no 
pioneering venture. Reform sis
'erhoods have been publishing 
:ookbooks almost si nce the birth 
if the sis terhood movement 150 
rea rs ago. 

Jud ith 0. Rosenkranz, presi
lent of Women of Reform Juda
srn-The Federation of Temple 
:isterhoods - centra l body of 
orne 600 Reform sis terhoods in 
he United States a nd Canada 

Several of its recipes were fea
tured in the 1995 edition of 
America's Best Recipes and one 
dish, "Gypsy Brisket," will be 
highlighted in Gourmet rnaga-
z1ne. 

The Jewuh Home Cookbook 
Th e New J ew is h H orne Cookbook is a wo nd erful g ift 
fo r y ourself, fa mily a nd fri end s. This elegant hard cover 
book conta ins 300 pages of New and Old World 
favo rites tha t w ill be e njoyed for gene ration s to come. 

• Over 500 tested rec ipes 

• An a bundance of holiday rec ipes 

• Appeti zers, entrees, desserts and more 

• Dietary laws observed 

• Recipe tasting a t Borders Bookstore 
in Cra nston , RI. Monday, December 2 a t 11 a.m. 

For More !11/orma/1011 Co11/ac/: 

The Jewi.Jh Healthcare Center 
629 Sali.Jbury Street, Worce.1ter, MA 01609 

(508) 798-8653 

Some Pearls from Pearlman 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 

"Was life then with its mile
stones and surprises a rehearsal 
for death? Maybe life was a 
throwaway prologue and being 
dead was the important activ
ity .. . An oa th, a prayer, a toast! 
To birth and death and the mess 
in between; might as well ca ll it 
life, everybody else does." 

Edith Pearlman writes her 
brief, 15 s tories with a strange 
mi x of melancholy and merri
ment. The writer, a native of 
Providence, the recent winner 
of the prestigious Drue Heinz 
Litera ture Prize of 1996, infuses 
her s tunning accounts of lonely 
li ves in far-off steaming ports 
with her own charming, curi
ous, lively nature. She covers 
weddings and funerals with 
equal fervor, the tragic and the 
cqrnic, a nd a golden thread of 
Jewish concerns weaves among 
all the tales. 

The whole of Ce ntral 
America hides its Hebrew se
crets." Atop a donkey, yarmulke 
under sombrero , a wanderer 
so ld tin pans . People de
sce nded from Indians who 
worshipped que tza l - w hat 
was a quetza l but a bird with a 
schnozz?-and from haughty 
Ma rr a no s who praye d to 
Yahweh in the basements of 
basements." 

Edith Pearlman creates nar
ra tors young and old, male and 
female, wise and foolish. A 
dwarf doctor hea ls s tree t or
phans, brought like stray dogs 
to be robbed of their organs for 

transplants! AnAmericanzeide 
travels south of the border to 
meet the native lad his gay son 
is adopting. These journeys 
cross hemispheres and equators, 
from Chile to Israel to Canada. 

One of my favorites is set in 
Cape Cod on VJ Day, with a 
cancer patient at odds with the 
cheering crowds in the s treets 
beyond his window. Maybe itis 
because I keep like the writer a 
strong personal memory of the 
ironies of that spring and sum
rnerof victory with all its ironies 
and revelations. 

Indeed, I have another con
nection with the author of Vaq
uita and Other Stories. I went to 
our public schools with the 
former Edi th Grossman, who not 
long ago paid a local visit to write 
a story about our Arcade. We 
shared a luncheon table, and 
some reminiscences of the down
town of before now. 

" I plan on s pe nding my 
prize money on a sojourn in 
Jerusa lem. I' ll see where my 
stori es go in the s hadow of 
the Wes tern Wall ," s he sa id 

cheerfully, and wrote down 
her address. 

Perhaps if she comes back 
for a holiday among her 
friends in Rhode Island, I will 

follow the fabulous fortunes 
of her myriad characters, all 
of them eager for life, anxious 
to do well spiritually and mor
a lly, messengers like a nge ls . 

This is short story writing at 
its very best. 

books 

U! 
Visit Our Wonderful 

JUDAICA Section For 
Jewish Book Month! 

_____ co 

square 
Wayland Square 

4 71 Ange ll Street, Provide nce 
331-9097 

·- · , 
College Hill 

Book Store 
Cfor Cfhe Cftnesf Qif! CZ3ooks 

Featuring 

One World, 
Many Religions 

252 Thayer St., Providence 

(401) 751-6404 Phone orders accepted 

Open until midnight every night! 

The Ways We Worship 
by Mary Pope Osborne 

Illustrated with full-color 
photographs 

Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 

"An outstanding 
introduction to world 

religion for young readers." 

25% Off All 
New York Times 

Hardcover Bestsellers! 

Free Hanukkah and 
Holiday Gift Wrapping 
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~ ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
'Lessons on Living' on WGBH 

Morrie Schwartz was not a 
world leader, an American poli
tician, a Hollywood legend or a 
sports hero. 

Yet Ted Koppel has called 
him the most memorable per
son he has ever interviewed. 
Schwartz was a professor of so
ciology at Brandeis University 
who was dying of ALS, com
monly known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease. 

"Morrie: Lessons on Li vi ng," 
airing on Dec. 3 at 10 p.m. on 
'GBH/ 2 (repeats Dec. 4atl p.m. 
on 'GBH/ 44), captures the mov
ing and inspirational final chap
ter in the life of this extraordi
nary, ordinary man. 

The one-hour special, which 
has been assembled by Koppel 
and the producers of "Night
line" expressly for public televi
sion, is cu lled from three 
"Nightline" programs which 
aired over a period of eight 
months in 1995. 

during the three filmed inter
views, Schwa rtz talked openly 
with Koppel about his life and 
the incurable illness that was 
imprisoning his fully function
ing mind ina functionless body. 

"Nine million people out 
there . .. are watching you right 
now," Koppel begins, "and say
ing 'What can this old guy tell 
methat'sgoingtohelpmewhen 
I get to a similar point." ' 

Schwartz responds by talk
ing about life, and about what 
he has learned as a result of his 
illness. "Compassio n, love, 
awareness and responsibility 
for and to each other," he said. 
"That's the lesson I've learned." 

He also talks unflinchingly 
about d eath, primarily his own, 
which came on Nov. 4, 1995, 
less than a month after the final 
interview aired. 

During the course of the pro
gram, it is evident tha t 
Schwartz's body is failing, but 
his honesty and good humor 
are not. 'To the very end," he 
said, "thediseaseis not going to 
get my spirit." 

Koppel appears on camera 
to provide an original introduc
tion, connecting remarks and 
conclusion. 

"Morrie: Lessons on Living" 
is produced by Dan Morris for 
ABC New Productions. Tom 
Bettag is executive producer. 

~©l DINING GUIDE 
'IT/ ,; I I '#. 

R..ltode /8/tJlld Dlllllld Cor,,,orc1~e 

fundraisers "Tlte Ocet11t State t11td Nearfalj R.c1~e8 

Massaclt11setts' roremos t Di1t1ng C/11/?" 

BUY ONE DINNER GET ONE DINNER FREE Reg.'30 NOW $17 
655 M ,vn Street , S uite .204, us/ (jree;1wiclt, R/ 0.2818 

Tel. (401) 886-7000 • Fax (401) 886-7017 

A L!tt/8 8/11cl; Book 
.: I I 'I 

778 HOPE STREET 
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

272-7011 

S_ERVING BREAKFAST ALL DAY 

HOMEMADE SOUPS 
DAILY SPECIALS 

Cowie, fl ewe, The, 13~ 
13v~ o-vv the, E~ S (.de, 

PROPRIETOR MANNY SOUSA 

'Patinkin in Concert' at PPAC 
Tony and Emmy Award win

ner Mandy Patinkin will enter
tain at the Providence Perform
ing Arts Center along with ac
companist Paul Ford on piano 
during "Mandy Patinkin in Con
cert," Dec. 7 at 8 p .m. 

Patinkin won the To ny 
Award fo llowing his 1980 
Broadway debut as Che in An
drew Lloyd Webber's "Evita," 
and was again nominated for 
his starring role in the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning musical "Sunday 
in the Park With George." 

He returned to Broadway in 
1991 to perform in the Tony 
Award winning musical "The 
Secret Garden," and in 1992 ap
peared as Marvin in "Falsettos." 

Patinkin won the Emmy 
Award in 1995 for his role as Dr. 
Jeffrey Geiger on the acclaimed 
television series "Chicago Hope." 

His television a nd film cred
its are numerous including the 
starring role as Quasimodo in 
a live action rema ke of "The 
Hunchback o f Notre Dame" 
for TNT, and a fi lm vers ion of 
Arthur Mi ll e r ' s " Broke n 
Glass" for the BBC / WGBH 
Bos ton. 

His film and television cred
its also include performances in 
"True colors," "Dick Tracy," 
'The Princess Bride," "Yentl," 
"Ragtime," and " Alien Nation." 

Patinkin began his concert 
career in 1989 following the re
lease of his firs t solo a lbum, 

PPAC Sale 
Holiday shoppers can save 

10 percent on Providence Per
forming Arts Center tickets and 
gi ft certificates on Nov. 29 and 
30,duringaspecial two-day sa le 
following Thanksgiving. 

The 10 percent savings op
portunity is avai lable only a t 
the PPAC box office, which will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m . 
on both days.Call421-ARTSfor 
more information. 

The sale includes savings on 
tickets for special presenta tions, 
City Children's Series shows, 
and tickets for upcoming Broad
way shows, excluding "Miss 
Saigon." 

MANDY PA TIN KIN will be in concert at the Providence 
Performing Arts Center on Dec. 7. Plioto by Joel Meyerowitz 

"Ma ndy Pa tinkin." He has since 
been on extensive tours of the 
United States and Canada per
forming songs from stage clas
sics by w rite rs including 
Stephen Sondheim, Rodgers 
a nd Hammerstein, and Kander 
a nd Ebb among others. 

His concerts feature selections 
from his 1994 recording "Experi
ment" that includes songs from 

nine decades of popular music, 
and selections from his new re
cording, "Oscar and Steve" which 
pays tribute to the music of Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Stephen 
Sondheim. 

Tickets for "Mandy Patinkin 
in Concert" areavailable by call
ing 421 -ARTS. Tickets are also 
available through Ticketmaster 
or by calling 331-2211. 

Poetry Contests Announced 
Poets are invited to submit 

their works to the 14th annual 
Galway Kinnell Poetry Prize,an 
award to recognize a nd award 
excellence in contemporary po
etry spo nsored by The Arts 
Council, Pawtucket. 

Entries must be postma rked 
by April 1, 1997. Firs t prize is 
$200; second prize is $150 and 
third p rize is $100. 

Entries must be original un
published poems in English in 
any style on any subject. The 
poem must be typed, double
spaced, and no longer than two 
pages, with only the title of the 
poem a t the top of each page. 

A cover page with each poet's 
name, address, telephone num
ber, a nd poem titles must ac
company a ll submissions. Each 
poet may submit a ny number of 
poems. 

Each and every poem must 
be accompanied bya$4fee, with 
checks made out to The Arts 
Council, Pawtucket. 

The Arts Council also an
nounced its eighth annual High 
School Poetry Competition for 
s tudents in grades ni ne to 12 re
sidinginRhodelslandorenroUed 
in Rhode Island schools. U.S.Sav
ings Bonds for $100, $75 and $50 
will be awarded as prizes. 

There is no entry fee for the 
high school competi tion. Thesub
mission deadline is Apri l 1, 1997. 

Send all entries to The Arts 
Cou nci 1, Pawtucket, 13 Su mmer 
St., Pawtucket, RI 02860. For 
further information,contact The 
Arts Council a t 725-1151. 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
Winter Evening of Culture R.I. Philharmonic Concert 

Features Victor Yampolsky on Dec. 7 It may be cold outside, but a 
warm cultura l evening is being 
planned for Dec. 15 by the New 
Americans Committee of 
Temple Emanu-El. 

The program beginsat7 p.m. 
with music by pianists Bela 
Miller, Victoria Lambrosa and 
Claire Rosenbaum. Songs will 
be presented by Cantor Brian 
Mayer, sopra no Lori Ullman, 
and tenor Randy Rosenbaum. 

Novelist David Shrayer will 
read one of his short stories, and 
painter And rei Krichak will de
scribe his spiritual journey and 

show in his pictures how his od
yssey is reflected in his art. 

The program includes both 
Russian-born a nd American
bornartists. The New American 
Committee invites the commu
nity-at-large to come and enjoy 
the rich talents of fine artis ts 
who live in the community. 

Bring old friends and meet 
new friends. Russian-style deli
cacies will be featured at the 
refreshment hour following the 
program. 

Formoreinformation,call the 
temple at 331-1616. 

The Rhode Island Philhar
monic will present a Classical 
Series concert on Dec. 7 at 8 
p.m. a t Veterans memorial Au
ditorium in Providence. 

Entitled "Romantic Rhine
land," the concert will feature 
noted guest conductor Victor 
Yampolsky and acclaimed pi
ano soloist Xiang-Dong Kong. 

URI Presents 'The Music Man' 

Yampolsky will open the pro
gram with Wagner's Venusberg 
music from 'Tannhauser." Kong 
will join the orchestra in a perfor
mance of the "Grieg Piano Con
certo in A Minor," Opus 16, one 
of the most popular piano con
certos in the classical repertoire. 

URI Theatre will present 
Meredith Willson's "The Music 
Man" on Dec. 5 to7 a nd 11 to 14 
at 8 p.m. and Dec. 7, 8, and 14 at 
2 p.m. in the Robert E. Will The
atre of the Fine Arts Center. 

"The Music Man" is a n all
American valentine to a van
ished era; it is the story of fast
talking Harold Hill, who cons 
the good citizens of River City, 
Iowa, into buying musical in
struments by promising to cre
ate a boys' band. 

He quickly sets his romantic 
sights on Marian, the town's 

libraria n, a skeptic who uncov
ers a nd, to his surprise, discov
ers the true Harold Hi ll. 

The show offers a remark
able musical score complete 
with a barbershop quartet, de
lig htful musical production 
numbers, and favorite s tan
dards including "Seventy-Six 
Trombones" and "Ti ll There 
was You." 

Tickets are $10 general ad
mission, $8 for students and se
niors and $6 for child ren under 
$12. Ca ll 874-5843 for reserva
tion. 

"Schumann's Symphony No. 
3" in E-flat major, Opus 97 
"Rhe nish" a nd the Richard 
Strauss "Dance of the Seven 
Veils" from "Salome" complete 
the program. 

If tickets remain at 7:30 on 
the night of the concert, full 
time students wi th a valid s tu
d ent ID may purchase up to 
two tickets fo r $5 each. 

'The Queen of Flamenco' at RIC 

Yampolsky currently serves 
as music director of the Omaha 
Symphony and of the Orches
tras at Northwestern Univer
sity. He also serves as principal 
conductor of the national Sym
phony Orchestra of Johannes
burg, South Africa. 

by George LaTour 
High energy improvisations 

are the focus of Maria Benitez, 
dubbed by Vog ue magazine as 
"TheQueen ofF!amenco," when 
she brings her Teatro Flamenco 
to the s tage of Rhode Island 
College's Roberts Hall audi to
rium on Dec. 2, for an 8 p.m. 
performance. 

Beni tez presents a diverse 
and demanding repertory for 
music and dance with the 
rhythms of flamenco at its core. 

In addition to the daring solo 
work for which the form is tra-

Dance Concert 
at Brown 

The Brown Dance Ensemble 
will presentitsannual Fall Con
cert, Dec. 5 to 8 a t the Ashamu 
Dance Studio in the Catherine 
Bryan Dill Center for the Per
forming Arts at Brown Univer
sity. All performa nces are a t 8 
p .m. 

The concert, produced by art
is t-in- res id e nce, Juli e A. 
Strandberg, features a lively mix 
of works by guest artis ts, fac
ulty and students. 

Tickets for the Fall Dance 
Concert a re a va ilable a t the 
Leeds Theatre Box Office, 77 
Waterma n St., Providence, or a t 
the d oor on the night of perfo r
ma nce beginning a t 7 p.m. 

Ticket price is $5. For more 
information or to make reserva
tions, ca ll 863-2838. 

ditionally known, Benitez has 
added her own choreographic 
voice to the company's reper
tory and also has commissioned 
distinguished Spanish choreog
raphers and composers to cre
a te new works specifically to 
expand the dramatic range of 
the company. 

Featuring solos, duets and 
trios, the dynamism offlamenco 
foot and body work is non-stop. 

Reserved-seat tickets are $18 
with discounts for senior citi
zens and students and may be 
ordered by telaphone by calling 
456-8194 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily or at the box office from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p .m. daily and until 
time of performance on the per
formance date. 

For information, ca ll the Per
forming Arts Series at456-8194. 

In 1992 he founded the 
Sto rioni Ensemble, Nor th-

Exhibits at 
the Library 

Two major exhibits are fea
tured at the Barrington Public 
Library in December. One is a 
series of paintings inspired by 
stories, the other features poly
mer day jewelry. 

"Tell Me a Story" is an exhi
bition of paintings by Barrington 
artis t Joan L. Allen. 

"Tell Me a Story" (Allen ex
plains) is the plea of children 
and adults everywhere. These 
paintings are based on myth, 
legends, fairytales, or the artis t's 
own invention. 

Plan your event at the Barnsider. 
We have rooms to accommodate I0-100 people . 

Banquet Menu Plans 
All served with Soup and a Garden Salad, Baked Pouuo or Rice Piktf. 

OPTION I 17.95* per person 
Choice of Chicken Teriyaki - Baked Boston Scrod - Petite Top Sirloin 

Coffee or Tea/Ice Cream or Sherbet 

OPTION 2 
Choice of 

OPTION 3 
Choice of 

OPTION 4 
Choice of 

I 9.95* per person 
Top Sirloin - Baked Stuffed Shrimp - Baked Scallops 
Coffee or Tea/Ice Cream or Sherbet 

21.95* per person 
Pctilc Prime Rib - Petite New York Sirloin 
Baked Stuffed Shrimp & Sirloin - Baked Scallops & Sirloin 
Shrimp Scampi & Sirloin - Scrod & Sirloin 
Coffee or Tea/Ice Cream or Sherbet 

23.95* per person 
New York Sirloin - Prime Rib - Baked Scallops & Prime Rib 
Shrimp Scampi & Pnme Rib - Baked Shrimp & Prime R,b 
Scrod & Prime Rib 
Coff« or Tea/Ice Cream or Sherbet 

5amsider's 
Mtle 0 a Qiarler 

375 South M ain Street, Providence• (401) 351-7300 

States in 1973. He was appointed 
to the Boston Symphony Or
chestra and became principal 
second violin in 1975, subse
quently serving as adjunct pro
fessor of violin and director of 
orchestras at Boston University 
School of Music. 

Individual concert ti cket 
prices are $20, $30 and $35, de
pending uponseat location, with 
discounts for groups of 10 or 
more, fu ll-time students and 
senior citizens. 

Five-concert subscriptions 
are $89, $136and $157 for adults, 
or $73, $121 a nd $143 for full
time students and seniors. 

Victor Yampolsky 

Tickets [other than the$5 stu
dent rush] and subscriptions 
may be purchased a t the Phil
harmonic office, 222 Richmond 
St., Providence, by phone 831-
3123 using Mastercard or Visa, 
or in person during business 
hours Monday to Friday 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tickets are also avail
able at the Veterans Memorial 
Audi torium box office during 
pre-concert week only begin
ning Dec. 1. 

Plloto courtesy of R.1. Pltilltam,onic 

western's resident s tring en
semble, a nd he continues lo 
serve as both violinist and mu
sic director of this professional 
chamber orchestra. 

Educated in Moscow, Yam
polsky emigrated to the United 

3352 East Mai11 Road, Ports111011th, Rhode Island 683-0577 

;;, ;;, ;;, ;;, ;;, 
Ji,y A ward W i11 11cr 

Happy Chanukah! 
"a res1a11ra11111,/wse stated mission is to prese,11 f,11e di11i11g as a very special evem" 
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FINE ITALIAN/NEW AMERICAN CUISINE 
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MILESTONES 

Isaac Stern Receives Award 
At a recent ceremony and trib

ute dinner, at which world-re
nowned violinist Isaac Stem re
ceived the Jewish National Fund 
Tarbut Award in recognition of 
his enormous contribution to the 
peopleoflsrael, young artists and 
the cultural enrichment of the 
world, former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres told an audience of 
more than 300 that "Isaac Stem 
represents a great heritage. 

"King David was a musician," 
he said. Emphasizing the place 
of music in the soul, he added, 
"TheJewishpeoplespeakinthree 
languages: Hebrew, with which 
we praise G-d; Yiddish, with 
which weargue,and music, with 
which we dialogue with our in
nermost selves." 

Israeli Consul General (New 
York) Colette A vital noted how 
Stern, like King David, "placed 
his gifts at the service of his 
people," recalli ng that when 
Iraqi SCUDS fell on Tel Aviv, 
Stern was there giving a con
cert, before an audience in which 
both performer and lis teners 
wore gas masks. 

FORMER ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER Shimon Peres (left) 
praised violinist Isaac Stem at a recent dinner in Stem's honor. 
Stem received JNF's Tarbut Award from Israeli Consul General 
(New York) Colette Avita!, who was joined by Bertram L. Podell, 
JNF New York, regional president. Plloto courtesy of /NF 

After the assassina tions of 
Yitzhak Rabin, she re mem
bered , "Isaac Stern was the firs t 

person to come to our offi ces to 
express condolences and ask 
what he could do to help." 

Ivor Jackson, M.D. Occupies 'Spinoza Chair' 
Ivor Jackson,M.D., physician

in charge, divi sion of endocri
no logy, Rhode is land Hospital 
and professo r o f m edic ine, 
Brown University School of 
Medicine, was invited to occupy 
the "Spinoza Chair" at the Uni
versi ty of Amsterdam from Oct. 
6 to 17. 

This professorship, named 
a ft e r the g rea t 17th-century 
Dutch philosopher, Baru ch 
(Benedict) Spinoza, has been in
stituted by the Amsterdam Uni
versity Association whose mem
bers a re a lumni of the Univer
si ty of Amsterdam in the Ne th-
erlands. Ivor Jackson, M.D. 

It is meant to be occupied by 
outstanding scientis ts who will 
contribute to the further ad
vancement a nd skill of s taff 
members, gradua tes and s tu
dents of the Faculty of Medi
cine, as well as other medica l 
cen ters in the Netherlands. 

While in the Ne therlands, 
Jackson d elivered six lectures a t 
the Ams'terdam Medical Cen
ter, University of Amsterdam 
a nd at Erasmus Uni ve rs ity, 
Rotterdam. 

J-Iappy 
J-Ioliday 

from 

Salon de Fatima 
Hair • Skin • Body • Nail 

'Winterize your hands and feet" 
Receive a complimentary paraffin hand treament 

while receiving a pedicure, 
$32.00 (Wayland Square only) 

"Relax and enjoy this service in our private and quiet setting" 
Over 300 years combined experience with nearly 40 employees 

1250 Mineral Spring Avenue 
North Providence , RI 02904 

(401) 727-1330 

201 Wayland Square 
Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 273-2400 

Halperin Named to Honor Roll 
Lawrence Halperin, of War

wick, is a member of the Million 
Dollar Round Table's 1996 
Honor Roll. 

The Honor Roll, which num
bers 5,420, recognizes members 
who have qualified for MD RT by 
meeting or exceeding the Round 
Table's production requirement 
15 or more times. Halperin is a 
28-year MORT member. 

MORT is an independent, 
international association of 

Special Gift 
Aaron M. Feuers tein, presi

dent of Malden Mills of Law
rence, Mass ., will be presented 
with a quilt designed by chi l
dren and mad e enti re ly of 
Polartec at a special "Repairer 
of the World " Award program 
at The Rashi School in Needham, 
Mass., on Dec. 4 at 8:15 a. m., 
nearly a year to the d ay since a 
fire destroyed a large part of his 
mill. 

The quilt depicts 10 of 
Judaism's teachings or com
mandments (mitzvo t). Feuer-

nearly 19,000 leading life insur
ance producers, each of whom 
has met strict ethical and pro
duction requirements to qualify. 

MORT members, who are re
garded as business leaders in 
their communities, represent 
about 450 life insurance compa
nies from more than 50 nations. 

Membership in MORT is rec
ognized internationally as the 
standard of excellence in life in
surance sales performance. 

stein gained worldwide atten
tion when, a fter the fire he 
vowed to rebuild on the site, 
and maintained 3,000 workers 
on his payroll for three months 
during the ~ebuild ing. 

Addition 
Barba ra Gail Hecker, who 

married John Joseph Cabral on 
Oct. 6, is the daughter of 
Norman and Frances Hecker. 

Naama Yovell and 
Joel Kortick to Wed 

Janet and Carl Kortick, o f Cra ns ton, R.l. , announce the engage
ment of their son, Joel Korti ck, of Jerusa lem, Israel, to Naama 
Yovell, of Jerusalem, Israel. The bride-to-be is the daughter of 
Yoseph and Sosanna Yovell, of Jerusa lem, Israel. 

The bride-to-be received her B.A. in physica l education from 
Miclelet Giva t Washington at Kibbutz Yavneh. She is presen tl y 
employed as a physical educa tion teacher. Her fiance received a 
B.A. from American Univers ity, and a master's degree in Jewish 
history from Hebrew University o f Jerusa lem. 

The da te of the wedding has been set for Jan. 19, 1997, in 
Jerusa lem. 

Naama Yovell and Joel Kortick 

New & Pre-owned Pianos By: 
Yamaha, Steinway, Kawai, 

Charles Walter, Mason & Hamlin 
Knabe, Baldwin, Hyundai, Flaber, 

Boston and more! 

from s4 g g 
*SEE OUR AMAZING NEW 

~ YAMAHA SILENT PIANO -====- ~ARDS s 15 g UP 
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FEATURE 
Fond Memories of Leisurely Sundays Scout Earns Badge of ... Torah 

by Harry Kolodney This year, .the Sons of Jacob 
Synagogue is celebrating its 
100th anniversary. To reach 

this century mark and still con
tinue its religious and other ser
vices to the community, is in
deed a source of grea t pride. 

Mos t na turally, there are 
many memories with regard to 
the accomplishments of this con
gregation throughout these 
many yea rs. One function, be
ginning in the 1920s, which 
stands out, a nd while not of a 
religious nature, is worthy of a 
reminiscence. That elaborate 
social occasion was the Sunday 
morning breakfas t, which was 
held possibly every other week. 

First, in the early part of the 
century, Sunday was a day of 
rest, a do-nothing day. All com
mercial stores were closed , no 
thea ters open, no baseball or 
other sports a llowed . Public 
tra nsportation was sharply cur
ta iled, all res taurants were 
closed, as were all manufactur
ing plants. A few stores dared 
to open clandestinely for a few 
hours in the early morning, and 
apparently the autho riti es 
looked the other way. 

Against this background, a 
main event on many Sunday 
mornings, was the breakfast. 
The men of the congregation 
were, for the most part, only a 
few years away from immigrat
ing to this country from their 
nati ve Eastern Europe. 

They were s trong, virile, 
hard-working, moralistic and 
with their wives as equal part
ners, proudly raised their chil
dren within the culture of this 

country and with the heritage of 
our people. 

The men, c!ressed in their 
Sunday best, a fter early morn
ing services, gathered for the 
big event. The gourmet food 
served at the breakfast was al
mos t in va ri a bl y the sa me. 
Chunks of delicious tasting her
ring, washed and skinned, plat
ters of raw sliced onion, bowls 
of hot potatoes, boiled in their 
skins, an ample supply of hard
boiled eggs, also hot bread and 
roll s, a nd mounds of crea m 
cheese in many va rieties. 

Occasionally, there was an 
added delicacy- na' hit (boiled 
chick peas). Hot tea, not in the 
insipid dainty bags which are 
today dipped into a cup of tepid 
wa ter, but brewed strong and 
d a rk , was served in tall 
glasses,hot to the touch. As was 
the custom of the times, the tea 
was sipped through a cube of 
sugar,held between the teeth. 

The coup de grace was a co l
orless bootleg whiskey, so po
tent and powerful, an uncon
firmed report - highly uncon
firmed - would have it that 
sometimes it was possible to see 
a thin wisp of smoke emit 
through the top of the skull of 
one who had consumed more 
than one drink. 

With the repeal of the Prohi
bition Amendment , many 
scorned the weak, lifeless taste 
of legal whiskies, in fa vor of this 
bootleg delicacy. 

We youngsters scampered 
about,and although scolded and 
admonished by our elders, they 
loved us all, and were proud of 
both our Jewish heritage and of 

being the firstgenerationAmeri
cans. 

We grew to young manhood 
just in time to be shipped over
seas en masse, to fight in a great 
World War, with courage and 
honor to our people and to this 
country. At the conclusion of 
the war, most of us returned to 
this country and to our famili es. 

Very sadly, several returned 
at a later date, sent home in flag 
draped caskets, to be enshrined 
for all eternity in an honored 
section in oneofour Jewish cem
eteries. 

Driving through the streets 
of this ci ty and neighboring com
muniti es , we s till see the 
wea the r bea te n wood e n 
plaques attached to the lamp 
and telephone poles, dedica t
ing a square to a fallen hero . 

At the co nclusio n o f the 
breakfas t, afte r reciting the 
Grace After Meals, all returned 
to their homes. Those who uti
lized horses in pursuit of their 
livelihood first went to the place 
where the horse was stabled and 
fed the animal. 

The balance of the day was 
spent leisurely, possibly a nap 
in the afternoon, and conversa
tion with the entire family. Also, 
perhaps listening to the recent 
invention, the phonograph, with 
recordings by great cantors, in 
Hebrew and in Yiddish, com
edy with "Cohen on the Tele
phone" and listening to the an
tics of Molly Picon, the original 
"I Love Lucy." 

So passed an era - for those 
of us who still remain, we re
member with nostalgia and fond 
memories. 

Courses During Mid-Year Break Rhode Island's Oldest 
Stamp/Coln Dealer It takes just a little time to 

learn a whole lot in one of the 
almost 50 courses being offered 
duringthe semesterbreakatthe 
Uni versity of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth's division of con
tinuing education. 

The university' s academic 
calendar now includes a month
long mid-year vacation, from 
Dec.23toJan.26. DCEhassched
uled classes during the three 
weeks in January, beginningJan. 
6, so students of all ages can take 
ad vantage of the break to com
plete an entire course. 

The cost of a three-credit 
course, including fees, is $365. 

Expenence the luxu· 
rious warmth of a 
fur-lined coat from 
New England's most 
beautiful collection 
of reversible furs. We 
are aJso speaalists in 
transforming your 
out-of-style fur irito 
a brand new fur-lined 
beauty. so bri ng in 
your fur for a free 
evaJuabon l 

New England's 
largest exdusive ~ J 

fumen;. Jl 

WA\..H.HARRIS 
----SINCE 1908---

RT 2 WARWICK - (401 ) 821 -6000 

Registration begins Dec. 9; stu
dents can register by phone, fax 
or in person. 

The DCE telephone registra
tion number is (508) 999-9129; 
the line is open from 9:30a.m. to 
6:30 p .m. Monday through 
Thursday and from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Friday. 

The DCE fax number is (508) 
999-8621. 

Check Out Our 
Tremendous Stamp 

Inventory! 
WARWICK COIN 

613 Warwick Ave. 
Warwick, RI 02888 

(401) 467-4450 

Fruit, Gourmet Baskets 
and Holiday Centerpeices 

Send the FTD® Gourmet 
Gift Basket. 

The perfect gift for 
family, friends or 
business associates. 
A delicious way 
to express your 
thoughts and feelings. 

Peter Pots Flowers 
188 Wayland Avenue, Providence - 401 -751-3111 

2980 Post Road, Warwick- (401) 737-9033 
65 Weybosset Street, Providence - ( 40 I) 831-7772 

(The Arcade - 2nd floor) 
' A lt('JJ<lanl l"r.&k:m.rk rrl l lt..., <1•' f rwi< ... •ld lkh\'ff)', In,. ''"A "11..Jo."ffl.rl iof ll11fi<1 ' ,,_..,rill l ~hWf). 11>1. 
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STERLING, Alaska (LNS) -
Twelve adjectives are used in 
the official definition of an 
American Boy Scout: trustwor
thy, loya l, helpful, fri endly, 
courteou s, kind , obedi e nt, 

_cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean 
and reverent. 

With the help of a visiting 
Lubavitch rabbi, Josh Barsis of 
Sterling, Alaska, was able to 
complete the last point of the 
Scout Law, which states that: 
"A Scout is Reverent. He is rev
erent toward G-d. He is faithful 
in his religious duties and re
spects the convictions of others 
in matters of customs and reli
gion." 

Las t spring, Josh, now 10, 
became the first Cub Scout in 
the state of Alaska to earn the 
organiza tion's Aleph award . 

Jewish life in rural Alaska can 
be isolating. Sterling, where _the 
Barsises originally from Albu
querque, N .M., have been liv
ing for the past two years, is a 
small town on the Kenai Penin
sula. They are one of about 15 
Jewish couples who get together 
fo r prayers and socializing ev
ery few weeks. 

Aside from the Barsises three 
children, there are only four 
other Jewish children on the 
entire peninsula . 

To get an Aleph badge, a Cub 
Sco ut must di splay som e 

proficienty in Torah and the 
H ebrew language. He must 
write an essay and do commu
nity work. He must be fa miliar 
with key personalities in Jewish 
history and tradition. 

Josh spent nearly six months 
acquiring the kno wled ge 
needed to receive the award. He 
a nd his mother went to the local 
public library and made numer
ous phone calls to the Lubavitch 
center in Anchorage. 

They mem ori zed Jewi sh 
prayers a nd Hebrew words. 
Each night Josh recorded the 
lessons he learned that day in a 
spiral notebook. 

After several months of 
study, Josh was ready to pursue 
his awardandJosh's motherput 
out the word that she wanted 
more Jewish education for her 
son. 

Rabbi Avraham Berkowitz, 
21, served last yea r as chaplain 
to 200 Jewish children at the Boy 
Scouts' Ten Mile Ri ver camps in 
Narrowsburg, N.Y. He was in
terning with Rabbi and Mrs. 
Greenberg, Lubavitch emissar
ies to Alaska in Anchorage, 
when Mrs. Barsis ca lled . He was 
the natura l choice to be dis
patched to Stering to tutor Josh. 

After a few lessons and a 
couple of tests, Berkowitz was 
able to present Josh with the 
coveted badge. 

Cantor Sam Pessaroff 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

G.A. Delegates Grapple With Federations' Relevance 
by Cynthia Mann 

SEA TILE QT A) -Delegates 
at the recent annual General As
sembly of the Council of Jewish 
Federations, the umbrella body 
serving 200 federations in North 
America, grappled at workshops 
and plenary sessions with what 
role federations can and must 
play as the new century dawns. 

How, they asked, can federa
tions be relevant to American 
Jews, half of whom are not af
filiated with or engaged by the 
Jewish organizationa l world? 

They also sought to red efine 
the mea ning of Jewish commu
nity a nd brainstorm about how 
to reinvigorate its instituti ons. 

Underpinning a ll the d iscus
sion, of course, was the pressu re 
of knowing tha t to keep these 
institu tio ns a live, fed era tio ns 
must compete hard for Jewish 
dollars solicited forother causes. 

Arnold Eisen, re ligious s tud
ies professor a t Stanford Uni-

versity, told delegates that the 
"task of imagi ning fed erations 
of the future begi ns by talking 
about communities." 

A central challenge in articu
lating a communa l vision is 
embracing diversity and inclu
siveness, he said . "We need the 
wisdom of a ll a t the table at 
which Torah is s tudied." 

The G.A. drew close to 3,000 
participants. It featu red a speech 
via sa telli te by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu as well as 
an appearance by former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and by 
Na ta nSharansky, former Soviet 
di ssident-turned-Israe li minis
ter of industry a nd trade. 

Netanyahu told delega tes that 
he would protect the legal status 
in Israel of non-Orthodox con
versions perfo rmed abroad, but 
that he would not fight current 
legis lati ve initiati ves to reinfo rce 
exclusive Orthodox control over 
conversions performed in Israel. 

Fed erations traditionall y 
have been the central fund-rais
ing body in local communities. 
They support the institutions, 
services and programs they de
cide are the highest prioriti es, 
includingdayschooleducation, 
nursing homesa ndJewishcom
muni ty centers. 

Ha lf the money over the 
years typica lly went to the 
United Jewish Appea l for pro
grams overseas, primarily Is
rael, though that portion has 
s teadily been dropping in re
cent yea rs. 

The annual joint campaign 
by federations and UJ A recently 
has raised roughly $725 mil
lion. CJF and UJA are now hold
ing talkson how to fo rge a closer 
partnershi p. 

But the G.A. program par
ti cipa nts, both lay a nd profes
sional, ca lled on fed era tions to 
join with other institutions, par
ti cular ly synagogues, to enlarge 

JNF to Shift Management, Resources 
by Cynthia Mann 

NEW YORK (JT A) - The 
Jewish Natio na l Fund of 
America is moving to put its 
house in order fo llowing up
heaval over its spending and 
accounting practices. 

In its most dramati c move, 
the JNF will launch a search fo r 
a replacement for Samuel 
Cohen, the orga ni za tion's top 
professional, w ho is shifting to 
the post of senior execu ti ve vice 
president. 

The decision was made re
cently during meetings with re
gional and nationa l lead ers that 
were closed to the media . 

JNF also decided to: 

how bes t to increase the amount 
of JNF money that gets sent to 
Israel. 

The disclos ure that ] NF 
spends much more money for 
programming in the United 
States than it does in Israel is 
part of wha t triggered a recent 
public storm around the char
ity. 

• Hire an accounting firm to 
audit this year' s spending and 
to review accounting proce
dures. 

The actions fol low revela
tions from an internal investi
gatio n that has s haken the 
cha rit y's public image and 
threa tened to hurt its capaci ty 
to raise money. 

The probe, which included a 
par ti a l i nd epe nd e nt audit , 
found no malfeasa nce by the 
organization. 

Nonetheless, it found "man
agement, accou nting and fund
raising ineffi ciencies, as well as 
errors in JNF's financial sta te
ments." 

their mission beyond fund-rais
ing and service delivery. 

Theyaredemandingthatfed
erations be the anchor of a com
munity-building guided by Jew
ish va lues, lea rning and trad i
tion. 

Rabbi Sidney Schwarz, presi
dent of the Washington Insti 
tute fo r Jewish Leadership and 
Va lues, sa id Jewish renewal is 
"exploding" in the federation 
world . But he said it is a rela
ti vely well-kept secret. 

"A lot of communities are 
starting to ask the right ques
ti ons" about how to energize 
people about Jewish life and 
Jewish ed uca tion," he sa id. 

Bu t the Jewish public at large 
s ti ll does no t see federa tions as 
relevant. 

"The demand is go in g 
through the roof" fo r programs 
on "how to combine Jewish va l
ues with engagement in the 
world ," he said , noting that his 
institute alone is working with 
90 different communities. 

On the other hand, he said , 
"fed erations are gasping for air. 
Most federations are happy if 
they' re not losing ground" in 
their campaigns. 

Rabbi Devora Bartnoff, a 
member of the board of rabbis 
of Greater Philad elphia, said 
that one of the most important 
tasks for the community is to 
"bring in the unaffiliated ." 

"A successful organized Jew
ish community would ha ve 
enough entrance points" to ac
commodateeveryonewhowants 
to come inside, from folk-danc
ing to study to volunteering. 

But Marshal Spector, a 36-
year-old a ttorney from Portland, 
Ore., is seeking more. 

"There is so much talk about 

outreach, but once people corr 
in" to the system, there has tot 
something "substantive, wit 
meaning and purpose, to hav 
them stay," said Spector. 

Spector' s name tag read "UJ, 
Young Leadership," but h 
wears o ther hats in the Jewis: 
world , including board mem 
ber of his federation and of hi 
local day school, to which h, 
plans to send his three youn1 
chi ld ren. 

The problem has been tha 
religious instituti_ons "keptwha 
[they l did for themselves, anc 
the fed era tio n wo rld ra ised 
money," he sa id , adding, "ThE 
two have to come together." 

Ind eed, forging closer rela
tions between synagogues and 
federations by eliminating nega
tive s tereo typ ing a nd power 
s truggles was a n important 
theme a t the G.a. 

A new handbook on the sub
ject was made ava ilable, titled 
Planni11g for Jewish Con tinuity: 
Synagogue-Federation Collabora
tio11 and produced by the Jewish 
Edu ca tion Service of North 
America, the Union of Ameri
can Hebrew Congrega tions and 
CJF in collaboration with the 
religious movements. 

Pamela Gorelick, who ap
peared to be in her 20s, came to 
the G.a. from the Washington, 
D.C., area as a representative of 
U)A's Young Leadership divi
sion. She said she witnesses a 
"big problemofretention" within 
the system among her peers. 

"A lot of people my age get 
turned off because they think 
there' sso muchemphasisoncam
paign" by the federation world. 

Sometimes the system "loses 
sight of the fact thatitalso needs 
their involvement." 

• Form a new committee 
charged w ith nominating new 
lay leaders. 

• Establi sh a task force to see 

Cohen and JNF President 
Milton Shapiro sa id in a tele
phone interview after the meet
ings on Nov. 19 that accoun
tan ts would a lso review the 
agency's ma nagement struc
ture, both nationally and region
ally. JNF has 234 regions across 
the country. 

The inquiry also pointed to 
the fact that only roughly 20 
percent of the money it spends 
actually makes its way to Israel. 
The accounting system had ob
scured that fact. 

JNF historica lly has described 
its centra l mission as reclaiming 
and developing the land of Is
rael. Officials now concede that 
the extent of their programming 
outside Israel was not widely 
known. 

Israeli Border Police Caught 
on Video Beating Palestinians 
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In 1994, of$26 .9 million in to
tal expenditures, $5.5 million ar
rived in Israel. At the same time, 
$6.3 million of so-ca lled "Israel 
programming" actually was used 
for educational purposes in the 
United States and another $4.5 
million was spent in the United 
States on Zionist education. 

Cohen, in the telephone in
terview,said that there is "a clear 
consensus" that JNF shou ld 
"forward much more money to 
Israel. " 

Surveys of scores of JNF rep
resenta ti ves from across the 
country taken at the conference 
found that leaders want to see 
50 percent of the fund s go to the 
Jewish sta te. 

To that end, said Cohen, all 
programming will be "re-exam
ined ." 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Two 

Israeli border policemen who 
were videotaped bea ting Pales
tinians a t a roadblock in north
ern Jerusa lem have been placed 
in detention. 

The incident, which occurred 
several weeks ago, was recorded 
on video by a Palestinian who 
happened to be nearby. The 
video was broadcas t worldwide 
recently. 

The tape showed scenes of 
the two soldiers ki cki ng and 
beating six Palestinians who had 
attempted to enter Israel with
out the proper work permits. 

Israeli leaders were quick to 
condemn the incident. 

"We cannot accept it. It is un
pardonable," Prime Minister 
BenjaminNetanyahu told report
ers. " It fli es in the face of the strict 
standardsofconductthatare kept 
by the overwhelming majority of 
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Israeli soldiers and police." 
Headd ed that the two would 

be brought to trial and that "the 
full weight of the law will be 
applied aga inst them." 

Pa les ti n ians a nd human 
rights workers sa id similar beat
ings by Israeli security forces 
were frequent. 

Publi c Security Minis te r 
Avigdor Kahala ni ordered the 
immed ia te suspension of the 
two soldiers, pending an inves
tiga tion of the incident. 

The two soldiers, David Ben 
Abu, 20, and Tsahi Shmaya, 19, 
were questioned for five hours 
by the justice ministry's division 
fo r the investigation of police. 

The comma nder of the bor
der police, Yisrael Sadon, dis
closed that three other border 
police were transferred from 
their posts recently fo r beating 
Palestinians near the West Bank 
town of Kalkilya . 
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For Non-Orthodox in Israel, Conversion Issue is 'Time Bomb' 
by Michele Chabin 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
assurances todiasporaJews that 
a new Knesset bill would not 
invalidate non-Orthodox con
versions performed outside Is
rael have done little to calm the 
fears of many non-Orthodox Is
raelis. 

For the more than 100,000 
non-Jewish immigrants w ho 
have been granted Israeli citi
zenship under the Law of Re
turn, as well as for the dozens of 
non-Jewishchi ldrenadopted by 
Israelis, the expected Knesset bill 
would close the official door to 
a ll but Orthodox conversions. 

Last year, that door opened a 
crack when the Supreme Court 
said there was no legal reason 
why non-Orthodox conversions 
should not be recognized in Is
rael. 

However, the court did not 
explici tly recognize such con
versions, saying thatitwould be 
up to the Knesset to pass the 
appropriate legislation. 

Orthodox parties in the gov
erning coalition, which joined 
the Netanyahu government on 
the condition that the Knesset 
take up legislation invalidating 
non-Orthodox conversions, are 
now pushing for the measure. 

Netanyahu to ld American 
Jewish leaders gathered in Se
attle recently, "We have Ortho
dox conversions in Israel. That 
won' t change." 

For those most directly af
fected in Israel, the conversion 
issue is a ticking time bomb, ac
cording to leaders in the Reform 

a nd Conservative movements. 
"As many as a quarter of 

Russian immigrants aren' t Jew
ish, not to mention hundreds of 
immigrants from other coun
tries, as well as adopted babies," 
said AnatGalili,a Reform move
ment spokeswoman. "What 

"If the convert works in 
a place that is open on 
Shabbat, he is expected 

to find another job. 
Parents of adopted 

children must promise 
to keep the mitzvot and 
send their children to 
Orthodox schools." 

Rabbi Gil Nativ 

happens when they or their chi 1-
d ren want to get married? Sure, 
they can go abroad to Cyprus or 
elsewhere and have a civil mar
riage, but tha t just pushes the 
problem of another generation." 

Israeli Jews must be legally 
recognized as Jews according to 
Orthodox tradition in order for 
their marriages to be officially 
authorized by the Chief Rab
binate. The rabbinate, which is 
Orthodox, has sole control over 
marriages in Israel. 

While the Chief Rabbinate 
acknowledges the problem, it 
provides no easy solutions. 

Of the some 10,000 people 
who apply for Orthodox con-

versions each year, only about 
400 complete the process, ac
cording to the Chief Rabbinate 
in Jerusalem. 

"Some want to marry a Jew, 
some want to be able to stay in 
Israel, and the only way they 
can do that is by becoming Jew
ish," said a spokesperson at the 
Haifa Rabbinate. 

"The future of the Jewish 
people is at stake, so we cannot 
convert people who are not 100 
percent sincere." 

Ra bbi Gil Na tiv o f the 
Masorti /Conservative move
ment acknowledges the need to 
weed outinsincereconverts, but 
maintains that the rabbinate's 
criteria are simply too stringent. 

"In the past decade," Nativ 
said, "the rabbinate has hard
ened its stance. 

"For them, either you become 
a convert to Orthodoxy, or you 
don't convert at all," Nativsaid . 
"The rabbinate won' t convert 
someone unless he promises to 
move to an Orthodox neighbor
hood or send his child to an 
Orthodox or ultra-Orthodox 
school. 

"If the convert works in a 
place that is open on Shabbat, 
he is expected to find another 
job. Parentsofadopted children 
must promise to keep the mitz
vot and send their children to 
Orthodox schools. 

"Whereas some converts are 
eager to assume an Orthodox 
Ii festy le and therefore accept the 
rabbinate's criteri a, the vast 
majority object to these stan
dards," he said . 

Said one young adoptive 

Rabbis and Priests Battle Intermarriage 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK (JT A) - An un
usual Catholic-Jewishsession on 
intermarriage has produced a 
joint sta tement "urging the de
terrence" of such unions. 

In a s tatement issued re
cently, 83 rabbis a nd priests also 
recommended that clergy fos
ter discussion between couples 
of different fa iths as they pre
pare for marriage, "making it 
clear that syncretism will not be 

possible a nd that very painful 
decisions may have to be made 
regarding fami ly life." 

Participants in the consulta
tion also recommended that an 
informal committee be estab
lished to regularly discuss com
mon concerns about intermar
riage. 

Jews who marry Christians 
disproportionately marry Cath
olics, according to sociologist 
Egon Mayer, who did not par-

ticipate in the gathering. 
Catholic-Jewish marriages 

are so common, he said, because 
members o f both relig ious 
groups tend to live in the same 
geographic areas. 

The consultation was orga
nized by the lnterreligious In
formationCenter, the New York 
Catholic Archdiocese and the 
New York regional associations 
of Reform and Conservative rab
bis. 

Gay Jewish Group Seeks Inclusion 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK (JT A) - The 
World Congress of Gay and 
Lesbia n Jewish Organizations, 
in an effort to become more in
tegra ted into the mainstream 
Jewish communal world, has 
applied for membership to the 
World Jewish Congress. 

The group has been seeking 
WJC membership for the better 
part of two years, but the appli
cation did not move forward 
until its leadership met with 
WJC officia ls recently, said Jack 
Gilbert, president of the gay and 
lesbian group. 

The sense that their applica
tion was not enthusiastically 
received by the WJC was no 
surprise, he said in an interview. 

"The record of the wider com
munity supporting our work is 
very poor. 

"As we build our relation
ship with the wider Jewish com
munity and begin to be seen as 
an expert organization advoca t
ing for a section of the commu
nity which people need to reach 
out to, we will expect wider sup
port for our work." 

Elan Steinberg, executive di
rector of the World Jewish Con-
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gress, would not say why their 
application did not get earlier 
consideration. 

But he said the application 
would be considered by the 
membership committee of the 
World Jewish Congress' board 
of governors at its next meeting, 
in the spring. 
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mother who, like most of those 
interviewed,spokeoncondition 
of anonymity: "I never even con
sidered going to the rabbinate to 
convert my baby. 

"I'm secular, though not anti
religious, so I couldn' t see being 
shomer Shabbat or sending my 
daughter to a religious school 
one day." 

This mother said she was one 
of "the lucky ones" because af
ter her daughter underwent a 
Masorti conversion in Israel, the 
Conservative movement's Rab
binical Assembly in America 
intervened and the interior min
istry registered her as Jewish. 

Hers was one of the two re
cent cases where the interior 
ministry recognized the Jewish
ness of adopted children after 
the Rabbinical Assembly had 
affirmed the validity of those 
conversions in a statement to 
the ministry. 

The two babies had been con
verted at Kibbutz Hanaton, the 
Masorti movement's kibbutz. 

Now, this mother said, "My 
only fear is that if the conversion 
law is passed, they might inva li
date her conversion." 

Another non-Orthodox adop
tive mother, who also requested 
anonymity, said she finally gave 
up and went by the rules. 

Although her daughter ini
tia lly unde rwent a Masorti 
conversion in Israel, she said, 
"my husband and I fina lly gave 
in to the rabbinate. We agreed 
to kee p the Sabbath and 
kashrut laws, but we're rea lly 
not religious. l wear pants, and 
frankly , no o ne has com e 
around to check o n what we 
do or don't observe." 

And whi le many potential 
converts refuse to adhere to the 
rabbina te's standards, even 
those who do are sometimes 
turned away. 

When Rafael Gomez, now 33, 
approached the rabbinate as a 
potential convert four years ago, 
he was turned down flat. 

After making a liyah from 
Uruguay 11 years ago with his 
Jewish wife, Gomez, a Christian, 
served in the army and started a 
career in law and financial man
agement. 

Gradually, as he integrated 
into Israeli society, and espe-

cially after his son was born, "I 
began to feel in my heart that I 
was Jewish," Gomez said . 

Recalling his experience with 
the rabbinate, he said, "I sat be
fore three judges, all haredi (fer
vently Orthodox) and told them 
that I am an Israeli citizen, that I 
have a Jewish wife and son, that 
l served in the army. I told them, 
Tm ready to learn whatever it 
takes to be 100 percent Jewish."' 

The judges reply, Gomez 
said, was almost instantaneous. 
"They told me it would be im
possible to convert but provided 
no explanation. They made me 
feel like a piece of garbage, like 
a second-class citizen. When I 
got home I cried." 

When asked why Gomez' 
request was denied, a rabbinate 
spokeswoman in Haifa con
sulted Gomez's fi le. "It appears 
thatthe rabbisasked him a ques
tion about Judaism and he did 
not answer well," she said, add
ing, "I' m afraid I don' t have any 
other detai ls." 

Ultimately,Gomez, who lives 
in Tel Aviv, applied to the 
Masorti movement and under
took a 1-1/ 2 year period of study 
before going to Argentina for 
his conversion ceremony. 

"It's so unfair that a non-Or
thodox conversion performed 
abroad is recognized by Israel, 
but the very same conversion is 
considered trefeifit'sperformed 
here," he said, using the He
brew word for non-kosher. 

Although the interior minis
try has not yet registered him as 
Jewish, Gomez said he feels "100 
percent Jewish in my heart. I go 
to synagogueeveryShabbatand 
I take my son. It' s a beautiful 
feeling." 

Although confident that his 
Israeli identity card will soon 
bear the word "Jewish" because 
he was converted abroad, 
Gomez urged diaspora Jews to 
fight for an Israeli's right to un
de~go a non-Orthodox conver
sion in Israel. 

"If the law is passed, at first it 
might affect only Israelis," he 
said . "Butwhat's tostopthe law 
from being amended in the fu
ture?" In the not-too-distant fu
ture, he said, "non-Orthodox 
conversions performed abroad 
could be delegitimized, too." 
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OBITUARIES 
HELENE EDELMAN 

NORTH KINGSTOWN 
Helene Edelma n, 76, of the 
Scalabrini Villa, 860 North 
Quidnessett Road, founder and 
proprietor of the former Bevarto 
Beauty Salon located on the east 
side of Providence, died Nov. 
18 at the villa. 

Born in Fall River, Mass., a 
daughter of the late David and 
Rebecca (Kortick) Preblud, she 
had lived in Providence for most 
of her life before moving to 
Scalabrini Villa three years ago. 

She had previously worked 
as a hairdresser at the Wayland 
Manor in Providence. 

She leaves a sister, Be tty 
Mastroianni of North Kings
town, two nieces, two great-

nieces and two great-nephews. 
A graveside funeral service 

was held Nov.19 at Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Post Road, Warwick. 
The service was coordinated by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

BARNEY MARINSKY 
PROVIDENCE - Barney 

Marinsky, 89, of 434 Wayland 
Ave.,a manufacturer's represen- , 
tative for various furniture com
panies before retiring five years 
ago, died Nov. 23 at Rhode Is
land Hospital. He was the hus
band of Goldie (Lecht) Marinsky. 

Born in London, England, a 
son of the late Isaac and Deborah 
(Dworkin) Marinsky, he came to 
the United States as a young boy 

and was a lifelong Providence 
resident. He was a memberof the 
DeMolay, the National Home 
FurnishingsAssociation,and the 
CitizensMilitaryTrainingCorps. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, David MarinskyofWichita, 
Kan.; a daughter, Ellen Allen of 
Altamonte Springs, Fla.; a 
brother, Harry Marinsky in Italy; 
a sister, Rose Cohen of Provi
dence; and six grandchildren. 
He was brother of the late Jacob 
Marinsky and Alice Nathanson. 

A graveside service was held 
Nov. 26 at Lincoln Park Cem
etery, Post Road, Warwick. The 
family was assisted with the ar
rangements by Max Sugarman 
Memorial Chapel, 458 Hope St., 
Providence. 

Israeli Rabbi Not Optimistic About Her Future on Council 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Rabbi 
Na'amah Kelman has been try
ing for seven years to be seated 
on the Je rusalem Religious 
Council. 

But even though Israel's High 
Court of Justice ruled recently 
that she, as a Reform rabbi, must 
be allowed to serve on the Or
thodox-controlled bod y, she 
does not expect it to happen any 
time soon. 

"When Moshiach comes, I'll 
beon the council," Kelman said, 
invoking the Messiah, during a 
recent visittoNew York. "When 
she comes, she' ll sea t me." 

The council would rather be 
inactive than allow her to partici
pate, said Kelman, who immi
grated to Israel in 1976 and was 
the first woman to be ordained as 

a rabbi in the Jewish state. 
Kelman, who was in New 

York teaching Torah to a group 
of New Israel Fund supporters, 
now works as the director of the 
department of education for the 
Israeli Progressive Movement, 
a counte rpa rt to North 
America's Reform movement. 

The Je rusalem municipa l 
bod y has been inactive since she 
and Ehud Bandel, a Conserva
tive rabbi, were nominated to 
the local policy body by the left
wing Meretz Party. 

The local religious councils, 
w hich control the municipal 
fundi ng fo r religious causes, 
including synagogues, ritua l 
baths and kashrut, have histori
cally been composed of only 
Orthodox members. 

When non-Orthodox rabbis 

were nominated several years 
ago, the councils in several cit
ies, including Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem, stopped working in 
order to avoid including them. 

A ruling from the High Court 
about 18 months ago said the 
Reform and Conservative rep
resentatives had to be seated on 
the councils . That ruling has 
been ignored, which led the 
court to take up the matter again. 

Je rusa le m' s chief rabbi , 
Yitzhak Kolitz, said it was "in
conceivable" that persons who 
did not abide by halachah, or 
trad itional Jewish law, could 
become part of a body whose 
task was to provide services 
based on that system. 

(JT A correspondent Dav id 
Landau in Jerusalem contributed 
to this report.) 
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331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling with tax-free 
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Chicago Jewish Communit1 
Mourns Cardinal Bernardin 

by Abigail Pickus 
JUFNews 

CHICAGO (JTA) - The day 
before Cardinal Joseph Bern
ardin was laid to rest recently, 
leaders of the Chicago Jewish 
community bid him a final fare
well. 

A Jewish memorial tribute 
was held on Nov. 19at the Holy 
Name Cathedral in Chicago 
where the archbishop's body lay 
in state. 

Bernardin, who led Chicago's 
Roman Catholics for the past 14 
years, was 68 years old when he 
died . 

"Cardinal Bernardin' s 
brotherly embrace has 

led to a new era in 
Jewish-Catholic relations. 

We must never forget 
that this tribute would 
have been impossible 
only 14 years ago." 

Rabbi Peter Knobel 

Soon after his appointment 
as archbishop in 1982, Bernard in 
p ledged to promote Catholic
Jewish relations, telling the Chi
cago Jewish community, "I come 
to you as your brother, Joseph." 

" It was then that he set the 
tone for a relationship which 
the Chicago Jewish community 
has treasured," Michael Kotzin, 
the director of the Jewish Com
munity Relations Council of the 
Jewish Federation ofMetropoli
tan Chicago, told a ca thed ral 
filled with Catholics and Jews. 

Bernardin's initiative led 
partnerships between the Ca th 
lie archdiocese and the Jewii 
Federa tion of Metropolitan Cr 
cago, the Chicago Board of Ral 
bis, Spertus Institute of Jewi~ 
Studies and the American Je" 
ish Committee. 

As a result of this interfait 
relationship, a Catholic-Jewis 
Scholar's Dialogue, a center fo 
the Study of Eastern Europea: 
Jewry and educational program 
to teach Catholic schoolchildre1 
abou t Judaism all began durint 
Bernardin's tenure. 

It was the culmination of thi 
exchange that brought Bemardit 
to Israel in March 1995asaleadero 
a local Jewish-Catholic delegatior 
made up of representatives frorr 
the archdiocese and collaboratinE 
Jewish organizations. 

The Jewish participants in the 
Israel trip paid homage to Bern
ardin at the memorial tribute. 

"Cardinal Bemardin's broth
erly embrace has led to a new era 
in Jewish-Catholic relations. We 
must never forget that this trib
ute would have been impossible 
only 14 years ago. We have 
bridged the chasm and begun a 
new journey," said Rabbi Peter 
Knobel, pastpresidentoftheChi
cago Board of Rabbis. 

Chicago's Jews and Catholics 
intend to continue their partner
ship. 

"Our sadness gives way to 
the determination not to let this 
work cease. We need to work 
harder than we ever have before 
because only then will we truly 
live a memorial to our brother, 
Joseph," said Rabbi Herman 
Schaalman, past president of the 
Council of Religious Leaders. 

Chuck Buerger Dies at 58 
by Michael Davis 

Baltimore Jewish Times 
BALTIMORE (JTA) 

Charles "Chuck" Buerger, a 
publishing iconoclast who built 
a mom-and-pop community 
newspaper in Baltimore into a 
NorthAmericanJewish publish
ing chain, has died. 

He was 58 years old . 
At the time of his dea th, 

Buerger oversaw operations for 
six Jewish weeklies across North 
America as well as three glossy 
lifestyle magazines. 

Buerger almost completely 
rebuilt the seven-paper news
paper empire that his grandfa
ther, David Alter, amassed ear
lier in the century. Only two of 
the Alter papers survived the 
Depression, including the Balti
more Jewish Times, which was 
founded in 1919. 

In family hands continuously 
since the post-World Warldays, 
the paper came into full flower 
after Buerger arri ved on the 
scene in 1972 and immediately 
began to s hake es tablished 
norms for the Jewish press. 

Starting with Gary Rosen
blatt's appointment as editor of 
the Baltimore Jewish Times in 1974, 
theduobegantoexpetimentwith 
the idea that a Jewish weekly 
could be an engaging magazine, 
fi lied with news from home and 
abroad, without shirking its es
sential role of providing prosaic 
community news. 

Over a period of about two 

decades, Buerger and Rosen
blatt established what became a 
weekly insti tution in this tight
knit Jewish co mmuni ty of 
90,000. 

They, joined by others, would 
go on to acqui re and overhaul 
existing Jewish community pa
pers in Detroit and Atlanta in 
the 1980s, before Rosenblatt left 
in 1993 to become publisher and 
editor of New York Jewish Week. 

In the 1990s, Buerger, who 
would become president of Wa
terspout Communica tions, a 
holding company, created two 
weeklies in South Florida and 
took over management of the 
Western Jewish Bulletin in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Buerger always employed a 
sim pie business strategy: Spend 
money to make money. Rein
vestment in staff and resources 
resulted in steady circulation 
and advertising growth. Dur
ing the economic boom of the 
1980s, the Baltimore and Detroit 
papers routinely published 200 
pages-plus each week. 

"Chuck certainly put people 
a nd product above profit," said 
Gary Press, publi -herof the two 
South Florida weeklies, in West 
Palm Beach and Boca Raton
Delray Beach. "Recently,Chuck 
told me he was the least bottom
line-oriented guy l would ever 
work wi th. Maybe that's why 
everything he touched became 
so successful." 



THE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1996 '_:___ 19· 

JWV Holds 100th National Convention 
The Jewish War Veterans of 

the U.S.A. held its centennial 
national convention Nov. 5 to 
11 at the Omni Shoreham Hotel 
in Washington, D.C. 

Nearly 1,000 delegates from 
across the nation attended the 
convention that celebrated 100 
years ofJewish pride and Ameri
can patriotism. 

The convention began on 
Nov. 5 with an election night 
event held in conjunction with 
the national Democratic and 
Republican committees . 

Jesse Brown, U.S. secretary 
of veterans affairs, addressed 
the delegates at the opening cer
emony on Nov. 7. 

Marion Barry, m ayor o f 
Washington, D.C., addressed 
the nationa l executive commit
tee that afternoon, and wel
comed the leadership group to 
the nation's capital. 

Israeli ambassad or Eliahu 
Ben-Elissar addressed the JWV 
Century Club on Nov. 8 a t a 
specia l luncheon which was 
held a t the embassy of Israel. 
The ambassador briefed the 
group on the current situa tion 
in the Middle East. 

Major Edmund d e Roths-

Chanukah 
(Continued from Page 1) 

traditions and disp lay of Jewish 
pride and uni ty," said Levy, "yet 
it also conta ins a u niversa l mes
sage for people of a ll fa iths, 
w hich is that ultimately good 
will overpower a ll forces o f evil, 
freedom over oppression, a nd 
light over da rkness." 

The menorah w ill be dis
p layed a t the ma ll throughout 
the enti re week of Chanu kah. 
Chanukah guides w ill be avail
able free of charge as a service to 
the community. 

Throughout the holiday, Chai 
Center will be visiting hospi
tals, nursing homes a nd shut
ins to make sure that those w ho 
a re unable to make it to a Cha
nukah party or celebra tion will 
not be left out of the Cha nu kah 
spirit. 

For more informa tion, to re
ceive a free holiday guide, or to 
request that someone in a hos
pi tal, nursing home or a shut-in 
be visited , call the Chai Center 
at 884-4071. 

Welcome 
(Conti nued from Page 4) 

begin to unders ta nd the in
tended connection between our 
behavior and our reward. 

A fi nal question: How is it 
that Jacob, who is twice told 
that his name has been changed 
to " Israel," continues to be re
membered in our liturgy by his 
former name? 

If now you' re vexed, read the 
text. 

Leonard Fein,director,Commis
sion on Social Act ion of Reform 
Judaism. 
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child, OBE, president of the 
Association of Jewish Ex-Service 
Men and Wome!'l (England), ad
dressed the National Comm
ander's Banquet, on Nov. 9. 

A special centennial gala re
ception was held on Nov. 10. In 
attendance were the National 
Commanders of Congression
ally Chartered Veterans Orga
nizations, international digni
taries, and military leaders from 
all branches of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

The convention featured ses
sions dealing with a wide variety 
of veterans' and Jewish issues, 
including a seminar on Ameri
can Jewry in the 21st century. 

Each year, the general JWV 
members hip , invited guests, 
representatives from allied vet
erans' orga nizations, and other 
important public figures, gather 
a t the JWV annual convention 
to discuss a myriad of topics of 
vital concern to the organiza
tion, and to set policy for the 
coming year. 

JWV was honored to be the 
1996 host organization for the 
National Veterans Day Program 
at Arlington Cemetery. JWV is 
one of the leading providers of 

service programs to our nation's 
VA hospitals and is a s trong 
voice on beha)f of the veterans 
of our beloved country. 

Established in 1896, the Jew
ish War Veterans of the USA is 
the nation's oldest, active veter
ans' organization, and has be- · 
come known as the "Patriotic 
Voice of American Jewry." For 
more than a century, JWV has 
been at the forefront in the pro
tection of the rights and free
doms of the citizens of this na
tion. 

During the past 100 years 
JWV has stood for a strong na
tional defense and for just rec
ognition and compensation for 
veterans. 

JWV prides itself in being in 
the forefront among our nation's 
civic groups in supporting the 
well-earned rights of veterans, 
in promoting American demo
cratic principles, in defending 
universal Jewish causes and in 
vigorously opposing bigotry, 
anti-Semitism, and terrorism -
here and abroad . 

For additional information, 
contact Irving Levin, depart
ment commander of JWV of 
Rhode Island. 

Mordechai to Tour Hebron 
Israel Line 

Defe nse Ministe r Yi tzhak 
Mordechai wi ll tour Hebron in 
the coming d ays to personally 
ove rsee the Is rae l Defense 
Force's p repara tio ns fo r its 
planned redeployment in the 
city, Ha'aretz reported . 

Mordechai wi ll be briefed on 
the security situation in Hebron 
and will meet with local Israeli 
residents. 

High-ra nking officers in the 
IDF's ce ntra l command said 
there has been no movement 
rega rd ing the redeployment and 
there is no time sched ule for its 
execution. 

The newspaper reported that 
IDF officers have told political 
leaders in a closed meeting that 
the redeployment will become 
more d ifficu lt the longer an ac
cord is delayed . 

" Bo th s id es beco me e n
trenched in their positions . 
There are more clashes, agi ta
tion and irrita tion, and this will 
make the redeployment more 
d ifficul t," one offi cer said . 

The Israeli team d irecting the 
talks convened in the prime 
minister's office on Nov. 24 to 
d iscuss central unresolved is
sues in the negotiations, includ
ing the hot pursuit of terrorists 
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and the reopening of a central 
traffic artery in Hebron. 

Ha'arelz reported that incom
m e nting on the futu re o f 
Hebron's Jewish community, 
Israel' s chief Sephard ic rabbi, 
Eliahu Bakshi-Doron, said Jew
ish law requi res the sanctity of 
Ii fe to take precedence over a 
continued Jewish presence in the 
city. 

"Today, a ll of the negotia
tions are to ensure the securi ty 
of Jews in Hebron. Thank G-d, 
today, everyone of us, includ
ing the government, wants 
Hebron, and it is possible fo r 
everyone to Ji ve in peace in 
Hebron," the rabbi said . 

"However, if, G-d forbid, we 
reach a situation in which it is 
impossible to remain in the city 
from a security stand point, Jew
ish religious law says that the 
sancti ty of Ii fe prevails. Of course, 
it is inconceivable that the Jewish 
community w ill rema in in 
Hebron if security officials say 
there is a danger," he said . 
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CLASSIFIED 
ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YOKEN ENTERTAINMENT -Profes
sional disc jockey. Weddings, bar mitzvahs. 
Package includes - elegant string quartet 
or chamber trio. (508) 679-1545. 5/22/97 

FOR LEASE 

CRANSTON DEAN ESTATES unfurnished 
luxury, 3 beds, 2 baths, central air, walk in 
closets, heat, hot water included, storage, 
laundry, pool, tennis, lease. $1 ,045.00. No 
pets. 942-7656. 11/28/96 

FOR RENT 

RENTAL: Hollywood, Fla. (Hillcrest), 2 beds/ 
2 baths, fully furnished corner garden condo, 
near pool, includes club membership and 
cable. 3 month minimum. Available now. Call 
751-9861. 12/5/96 

APARTMENT: Smallish but superior! One 
bedroom flat attached to private home on 
Narragansett Parkway in desirable Gaspee 
Plateau. Living room. Tile bath. Hardwood 
floors. Applianced kitchen. Heated garage. 
Totally private. Hot water and independently 
controlled heat are included. Freshly painted 
and attractively landscaped. Well surted to a 
Quiet, mature single person. Sorry, no pets. 
$490 per month. Kindly call 941 -1 462. 

12/5/96 

FOR SALE 

WETHERSFIELD , WARWICK Gorgeous, pri
vate condo great for single professional! 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, patio, pool, tennis, every
thing you need' $89,000. Call 737-2703. 

12/26/96 

GUTTERS 

COMPLETE GUTTER CLEANING, repair and 
installation, all size homes. Statewide. Call 
Mr. Gutter Clean and Repair. 354-6725, Provi
dence. 884-0714, East Greenwich. 3/20/96 

JOB WANTED 

NURSE'S AIDE desires private duty. Part
time or full-time. References. Call 333-5807 
or 723-5273. 11/29/96 

REAL ESTATE 

LOOKING FOR PARADISE? It's right here in 
Sarnsota, Florida! Let me help you explore 
this glorious coast of Florida. I have lived here 
for 15 years and have been selling real estate 
for 14 years. Call me! Susan Sadwin Morin 
(realtor) , 2000 Webber Street, Remax Prop
erties, Inc. Sarasota, FL 34239 1-800-246-
4556. 1/16/97 

SERVICES RENDERED 

COPPERFIELD'S SERVICES-Fast acousti
cal ceiling. Cleaning and restoration. Interior 
painting. P & L products. Call Oavid, 1-800-
390-2050. 3/6/97 

HEAL TH & BEAUTY - Professional skin 
care - Aveda, aromatheraphy facial $25, 
makeover $15, waxing. Call Janice by ap
pointment. (401 ) 467-0720. 12/12/96 

SINGLES 

JEWISH PROFESSIONAL DATELINE. Record 
FREE Ad 1-800-320-2843. Listen/Respond 
to ads. 24 hr./day 1-900-6-KOSHEA $1 .98/ 
min., 18+. http://www.bureaucom.com/ 
jewishpr 12/19/96 

SENO CLASSBOX CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

ClassBox No. 
The A.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, A.I. 02940 

R.I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 
15 words or less. Additional words cost 12 
cents each. Payment must be received by 
Monday at 4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when 
the ad is scheduled to appear.This newspa
per will not, knowingly accept any advertis
ing for real estate which is in violation ot the 
A.I. Fair Housing Act and Section 804 (C) of 
Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all dwelling/ 
housing accommodations advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal oppor
tunity basis. 

Nopal Qtrest 
Estates 

Great locat/Qn . . . close to everything, 
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Sludio, One and Th'O Bedroom Apartmenis 

Spacious Closets • Private Balconies 
Heat and Hot Water • 24-Hour Maintenance 

Swimming Pool • Tennis Courts 
Active Clubhouse • Health & fitness Center 

Impeccable landscaping 
Resident Appreciation Program 

Ope11 dailJ~ i11c/11di11g Su11day 9-5 

(508) 675-1355 
' http:/1",W\v.rent.net 
tV Designecl,Builtill'IO ManagedOJTHEFLAitEYCOMPANY 

,-~----- - - -------- ---7 
RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 

CLASSIFIEDS 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Calegory 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 
No. Words Date(s) Run ________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

To Include a box numNr, send an addltlonal $5,00, All responses I 
wlll be malled to the Hera ld via box number, and forwarded t o c las~ I 
slfled advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon, PRIOR to I the Thursday on which lhe ad 1s to appear. 10% discount given for ads running I 

I continuously for one year I 
Th k V RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 

1 an ,ou. P.O. aox 6063, PROVIDENCE, A.I. 0 2940 

L--------------------~ 

-



20- TI-IE RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD, 11-IURSDA Y, NOVEMBER 28, 1996 

Bouncing His Way to The Olympics 
by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor He flies through the air with 
the greatest of ease ... a ll 
right, it's not exactly flying ... 

and it is more difficult than he 
makes it look, but when David 
Popkin bounces up and down 
on the trampoline, he seems to 
defy gravity. 

Popkin was in Providence last 
weekend with theSkyriders Big 
Air Show, a trampoline troupe 
which put on demonstrations at 
the Rhode Island Ski and Travel 
Show. 

While trampoline is a fun rec
reational activity, it a lso hap
pens to be a sport-and Popkin 
is one of the best in the country. 

A member of the United 
States Nationa l Trampoline 
Team, Popkin hopes that hi s 
sport will be included in the 
Olympics in the year 2000 -
something tha t has been under 
serious considera tion. 

Popkin's interest in trampo
line developed from his experi
ence in gymnastics. 

"l started in gymnastics when 
1 was 6 years old," said Popkin. 
"When I was 10 or 12, I made a 
decision to either s taywith gym
nas tics or switch to the trampo
line. 1 found the trampoline to 
be more fun; it was easier to do 

flips and twists." 
Trampoline was not only fun 

for Popkin, but the skills he de
veloped came in useful. He was 
recruited by severa l co lleges to 
join their diving programs. 

"My fami ly was always very 
supportive, but there was a 
question of how practical it 
would be," said Popkin. "As it 
turned out, trampoline opened 
a lot of doors for me." 

Popkin ended up going to 
Columbia University (which 
doesn't offer a thletic scholar
ships). In the two yea rs he com
peted on the diving team, he 
ranked in the top 10 in the Ivy 
League. However, after hi s 
second season, he quit the 
tea m . 

"I felt like it wasn't for me," 
said Popkin. 

The New Jersey native will 
graduate from Columbia in De
cember, with a degree in eco
nomics and philosophy. 

Because he's a full-time s tu
dent, he's only able to practice 
trampoline a couple of days a 
week. When tra ining for a com
petition, he practices six days a 
week. 

"It's difficult to bala nce rea l 
life with a tough training sched
ule," sa id Popkin. 

In Popkin's sport, there are 
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very few Jewish athletes and 
many of the meets take place in 
parts of the country that are pre
dominantly Christian. 

"I've been to competitions in 
Texas or southern Alabama 
where they say, 'May Jesus give 
us power for this meet,"' said 
Popkin. "It makes me feel un
comfortable." 

Popkin, who comes from a 
kosher home, recently had a 
chance to "return" to his Jewish 
roots. At his grandmother's 
synagogue, the cantor, who had 
been there a long time and was 
very popular, didn' t get along 
with the new rabbi. Several 
congregants, and the cantor, 
decided to leave the temple and 
s tart a shul of thei r own. Popkin 
lent his time and support to the 
effort. The experi ence brought 
back memories. 

' 
\ 

" I was young when my 
grandfather died ," said Popkin. 
" It was nice to go back and talk 
to people who knew him." 

Popkin has seen the signifi
cance of religious freedom in 
his coach, who is a Russian im
migrant. 

DAVID POPKIN hopes to represent the United States in the 
sport of trampoline in the 2000 Olympics. 

"He's a practicing Jew, but in 
Russia he wasn' t a llowed reli
gious freedom," stated Popkin. 

After he graduates, Popkin 
would like to open a trampoline 
school. He also will concentrate 
on his goa l of competing in the 

'Today I am a Mensch!' 
W hatdoyougi ve thewoman 

who has everything, for her 
50th birthday? Upper West 

Sider Susan Ballenzweig d e
cided that she wanted to be ba t 
mitzvahed for her birthday. 

On Nov. 23, 200 of Ballen
zweig's fami ly and fri ends at
tended herbatmitzvahceremo
niesa t the West End Synagogue 
(a Reconstructionist congrega
tion), followed by a kiddush 
luncheon and a trip, en masse, 
to the Off-Broadway interacti ve 
comedy, "Gra ndma Sylvia 's 
Funeral." 

" I knew my husband , 
Howard, would give me any
thing I wanted for my birthday," 
said the mother of teen-age girls 
Rachel, 17 and Ruth, 13. "I sur
prised him, butwhenmydaugh
ter Ruth was preparing for her 
bat mitzvah last June, I realized 
I'd always regretted not having 
my own. When I was 13, it jus t 
wasn't common. I am very active 
as a volunteer at the temple, and , 

Happy Chanukah 
from the 

Rhode /<1/.and Jewuh 
Herald <1ta/f 

last year I was honored for my 
services. I gave a speech about 
mycommitrnenttoJudaism,and 
this crystallized my desire to take 
this spiritual journey." 

The Reconstructionist move
ment, founded by R;ibbi 
Mordecai Kaplan, is cred ited 
wi th bei ng the firs t to a llow a 
woman to be ca lled to the bima 
to read from the Torah. In 1922, 
Kaplan's eldest of four daugh
ters, Judith (subsequently well
known teacher of Jewish mu
sic), became the firs t bat mitz
vah. 

Rabbi Avi Winokur, the West 
End Synagogue's leader, a nd 
Cantor Na ncy Abramson, con
ducted Ballenzweig's bat mitz
vah services on Nov, 23, at 10 
a.m. 

"My first challenge was to 
sing in public, which I've never 
done before," Ballenzweig re
ported . "My next challenge was 
to find a place to hold my party 
that would be totally unex
pected and unconventional." 

When Ballenzweig read an 
articleaboutMaryWilson ofThe 
Supremes joining the cast of 
"Grandma Sylvia's Funeral" for 
six weeks, this past summer, she 
said she came up with the idea 
of buying out the house of the 
hit show as a perfect way to cap 
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Olympics. 
"I'm planning like the sport 

of trampoline will be included 
in the Olympics," said Popkin. 

off her celebration. 
She realized that some of the 

show's themes coincided with 
the d'var Torah portion she 
would be reading tha t day 
which tells of Jacob's disputes 
with his fa ther-in-law. " I liked 
reading about how the show 
was experimenting with a non
traditional cas ting idea, putting 
a black actress in the role of a 
Jewish yenta, and a ll the chal
lenges this raised . When I read 
that I quoted my daughters and 
said 'Cool."' 

Ballenzweig decided to keep 
her fri ends and family in the 
dark about where they were 
going after the kiddush lun
cheon w hich will feature a six
member klezmer band, The 
West End Klezmeri m. 

After lunch she loaded ev
eryone on two buses and trans
ported them to the SoHo Play
house, 15 Vanda m St., for a spe
cial 3:45 p.m. command perfor
mance of "Gra ndma Sylvia 's 
Funeral," which has been cel
ebrating its own second anni
versary and coming of age as a 
theatrical institution this month. 

Grandma's usual kosher 
mitzvah meal, consisting of ba
gels, cream cheese, lox spread, 
tuna fish and white fish sa lad, 
vegetables and dip, dessert and 
a beverage, was changed to 
Mitzva h Dessert Buffet. 

If you would like to attend 
"Gra ndma Sylvia 's Funeral" 
with or without 200 friends, ca ll 
the box office a t (212) 691-1555. 
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