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Orthodox Rabbis Condemn 
Chasidic Group's Messi,anic Claim 
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK QTA) - An or
ganization representing more 
than 1,000 mainstream Ortho
dox rabbis has. passed a resolu
tion condemning the belief of 
many Lubavitch Chasidim that 
the late Menachem Schneerson 
is the Messiah. 

Members of the Rabbinical 
Council of America passed the 
resolution at i.ts annual conven
tion in Spring Glen, NY, on 
June 12, a week before the sec
ond an nive rsa ry o f the 
Lubavitcher rebbe's d ea th. 

ManyLubavitchers-noone 
knows exactly how many -
continue to believe that the rebbe 
is the Messiah, though he died 
June 12, 1994, at the age of 92. 

Few Lubavitchers are able to 

describe that event as their 
leader's death. 

Before the rebbe' s death, 
nearly every Lubavitcher 
Chasid believed that he was the 
Messiah and had not yet re
vealed himself to be the re
deemer because the Jewish 

. people did not merit it. 
At issue now is the fact that a 

s ignificant segment of the 
Lubavitchmovementcontinues 
to believe-and is publicly pro
moting the belief - tha t the 
rebbe will be resurrected as the 
Messiah. 

There are also a few mem
bers of the Messianic camp who 
believe the rebbe never died at 
a ll, butissimply not yet ready to 
reappear. 

Many other Lubavi tchers do 

acknowledge the ir beloved 
leader's dea th, and have dedi
ca ted themselves to carrying on 
his work, reaching out to Jews 
whoever they may be. 

The author of the RCA reso
lution, Rabbi David Berger, has 
publicly urged the mainstream 
Orthodox community to dis
tance itself from the large Mes
sianic faction in Lubavitch by 
no t raising money for the 
Chasidic group. 

The single-sentence resolu
tion, which was passed by con
sensus, reads: 

"In light of disturbing devel
opments which have recently 
arisen in the Jewish community, 
the Rabbinica l Counci l of 
America in conventi o n as-

(Continued on Page 15) 

Arab Leaders Conclude Summit 
The following article is from Is

rael Line, courtesy of the Israeli 
Co11sulate, Bosto11 . 

Arab leaders on Jone 23 con
cluded a two-day summit in 
Cairo with a s ta tement placing 
full responsibility on the Israeli 
government fo r any potential 
damage to the peace process, 
Ha'aretz reported. 

Surnrni t participants refrained 
in the mee ting's final com
munique from threatening a boy
cott of Israel or threatening to 
halt normalization with Israel. 

Sti ll, the Arabs warned that 
they would reevaluate steps 
taken toward Israel if it delays 
or violates the framework of the 
peace process. 

Senior offici'als in the prime 
minister's offi ce said that the 
mos t important message to 
emerge from both the Arabsum
mi t and from reactions of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
is that the peace process is con
tinuing, Israel Radio, Kol Yis
rael, reported . 

Israel is expected in coming 

days tomakeanappeal to Egypt, 
Jordan and the Palestinians to 
continue the dia logue. 

Netanyahu reacted to the 
Arab declaration by character
izing peace as a stra tegic goal of 
both Israel and Arab states. 

"The peace process must be 
conducted without precondi
tions. Peace negotiations must 
be conditioned on security for 
all nations in the region. One
sided demands that harm secu
rity are not reconcilable with 
peace talks," he said. 

And The Winners Are ... 
The Na tional Council of Jewish Women, Rhode Is land Section, has given scholars hi p awards 

lo the following s tudents: from the left , Daniel Gi lman, Michelle Elman, Jennifer Ra kill, Jamie 
IA1bell, Irina Coman and /\viva Jakubowicz. Nol present for the pictu re were Steven Ou Bois, 
Margaret Gome, ,rnd Lori Greene. l'/1otoco11rtcsyo[Src,m D1ttlc111n11 

35t PER COPY 

A WORK OF ART -Mic;hoel Muchnik will display his colorful 
artwork on June 30 at East Greenwich Photo Gallery. The exhibit, 
entitled "Mysticism in Jewish Art," is being presented byChabad 
of West Bay Chai Center. Photo co11rtesy of Cliabnd of West Bay 

Michoel Muchnik Blends 
Mysticism and Jewish Art 

"My life and art, it's one 
thing," says Michoel Muchnik. 
"What I experience is in my 
paintings. It's not like I' m a 
Cbasid a nd then a n artist. I'm a 
Chasidic artis t." 

Chabad of West Bay CH AI 
Cente r wi ll be exhibi ting 
M uchni k's colorful allegorica I 
art in Rhode Island. "Mysti
cism in Jewish Art" wi ll be 
shown on June 30 from 12 to 3 
p.m. at the East Greenwich 
Photo Gallery, 631 Ma in St., 
East Greenwich. 

The artis t will give a presen
ta tion all p.m. to help a ttendees 
gain a greater understa nding of 
what his art is about. · 

Among the foremost Jewish 
artis ts of our day, Muchnik has 
created imaginative renderings 
in acrylics, watercolors and 
lithographs. His newest paint-

ings, on paper amat'e (bark pa
per) display an antique, biblical 
effect, with images suggesting a 
sense of lyric. 

The artist, a graduate of the 
Rhode Island School of Design, 
has exhibited his works and lec
tured on Jewish art throughout 
the United States, Europe, Is
rael and South Africa. He has 
had shows in the Goldman Art 
Gallery in Washington, D.C., the 
Moriah Gallery in New York 
City a nd a t the Brooklyn Mu
seum. UNICEF selected his 
"Cup of Blessings" for their in
ternational greeting card series, 
a nd the Hadassah magazine of
ten features his work. 

The exhibit is open to the 
public and light refreshments 
will be served. For more infor
mation or for d irections, call the 
CHAI Center a t 884-4071. 

Conservative Movement 
Helps Black Congregations 
In a joint sta tement issued on 

June 18, The United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism and 
The Rabbinica l Assembly con
demned the destructionofblack 
churches in the southern United 
States and reaffirmed their com
mitment to civility and racial 
tolerance. 

Pointing wi th sadness and 
outrage to the wave of arson 
that has claimed atthe time some 
40 houses of worship over the 
pas t 18 months, Alan Ades, 
USC) president, said: "We are 
horrified both by these crimes 
and by whatlhey represenl. The 
preaching of hatred has dead ly 
consequences and mus t be 
viewed as an enemy of democ
racy." 

Sarrae Crane, director of the 
USCJ Commission on Social 
Action and Public Policy, sa id 
the organization has called on 
affiliated congregations to offer 
space in their synagogues for 
use by black congrega tions that 
have suffered damage. 

In addition, membersofCon
servali ve synagogues are being 
urged to contribute to the re
bui lding efforts of those 
churches. 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Due to the observance 
of July 4th, next week's 

Rhode lsla11d Jew1slt Herald 
wi ll be delivered on Friday. 
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INSIDE THE OCEAN STATE 

Wellins Elected by VIA---- Heart Association_ Offers 
The Ultimate Getaway Frankie Wellins of Cranston longtime board memberofVI A. 

was elec ted fo r her first term as Newly elected board mem
president of VIA - The Volun- bers for three yea rs are Bruce 
teer Center for R.I. - at the Crooks of Wa rw ick; Judith 
group's annual meeting held a t Litchman of Providence, fo rmer 
Bro w n, Rudni ck, Freed & vice president and chief inter
Gesmer and hosted by Andrew viewer at VI A, also co-chair of 
Hodgkin, Esq., and a member the fund-raising fall event;Linda 
of the board of VIA. Sarrasin, coordinator of volun-

Other offi cers installed were teersa t Landmark Medical Cen
vice presidents whoserve as part ter in Woonsocket, and Estelle 
of the president' s leadership Singer of Providence, the other 
tea m : De bo ra h Ga rber o f co-chair of the fa ll fund-raising 
Barrington, who served as in- event. 
terim executive director during New names fo r d irectors will 
the time the search team sought continue to be submitted until 
a full-time execu ti ve director; July 31. 
Andrew Jencks o f Seekonk; No mina ting co mm ittee 
David Urso of Wes terly; secre- members elected were Charlotte 
tary, Charles T. Hutchinson of Penn of Providence, former vice 
East Greenwich; treasurer, Ri- president, and Doris R. Gold
chard L. Hamblin of Warwick; stein of Riverside, Alton Wiley, 
vice treasurer,And rew Hidgkin, Jr. , Esq ., of Providence and 

Renee Fullerton of Warwick. 
Special recognition was given 

to Goldstein fo r 20 yea rs of board 
service as she was elected hon
orary board member - the first 
for VI A. 

Lynn McKinney, who retired 
as president after serving two 
three-year terms (non-consecu
ti ve) , spoke and received a 
stand ing ova tion. 

As new president, Wellins, 
presented two gi fts to McKinney 
in apprecia tion of his leader
ship , dedication, and devo tion 
to VIA and the board members. 

We lli ns the n int rod uced 
Ka ren Van Verseen, the new ex
ecutive d irector of VIA. 

Apprecia tion was expressed 
to Andy Hodgkin and his firm 
fo r hosting the annual meeting. 

After a very successful 1996 
Heart Ball, one.auction item, an 
"Ultima te Getaway" vaca tion 
package, remained . The pack
age, a one-week stay in St. Mar
tin, includes round-trip airfa re 
fo r two, accommodations forup 
to fo ur people, and dinners fo r 
two at fo ur luxury restaurants. 

The American Heart Asso
ciation will take the highest bid 
over $2,000 that ca n be paid fo r 
by July I. Proceeds support the 
association's research a nd ed u
cation program. 

The airl ine tickets are two, 
round- tri p coach class on Con
tinental Airlines a nd are va lid 

through June 8, 1997. They can 
be used separa tely from the St. 
Martin package. 

The accommodations in St. 
Marti n are at the luxury Sap
phire Beach Club a nd are va lid 
through Nov. 15, 1996. Dinners 
fo r two are included from Le 
Pressoir, Le Tas t~v in, Les 
Cocotie rs a nd the Sapphire 
Beach Club. 

The total va lue of the vaca
tion package is estima ted to be 
over $3,500. For more info rma
tion, contact the American Heart 
Association, RI Affili a te a t 728-
5300. -

FRANKIE WELLINS, on the right, is the newly elected president of VIA- Rhode Island Center 
for Volunteers. Standing beside her is William Lynn McKinney, retiring president. 

Join thousands of readers 
who know what's going 
on in the Rhode Island 
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The Miriam Is 
Looking For 

HAVING A BALL - The Heart Ball volunteers included, fro m 
left , Doris Goldstein , co-chai rperson; Linda Grimes, co
chairperson; and Helen Taylor, auction co-chairperson. 

-Jr. Volunteers L d t 1i H Id Ch ·t 
The Miriam Hospital iss~ e gemon Q Q an y 

ing junior volunteerswho are at Golf Tenn·1s and Cards Out1·ng 
least 14 years of age to partici- , 
pa te in its junior volunteer sum
mer program. 

A group orientation will be 
held on July l ,at 1:30 p .m. lf you 
or someone you know is inter
ested , contact the volunteer of
fice at 331-8500 ex tension 2510 
to set-up an interview a nd / or 
for more information. 

The Led gemont Cha rity 
Committee of Ledgement Coun
try Club wi ll hold its sixth a n
nual charity go lf, tennis and 
cards outi ng on July 17 a t its 
facility on 131 Brown Ave., 
Seekonk. 

Theouli ng wi lli nclude morn
ing and afternoon shotguns at 8 

Directory to this week's Herald 
ARTS & E NTERTAINM ENT ... . . ..... . .. . .. ..... . .......... ..... . ... .... .. . ... . 9 
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a.m. and 1 p.m., morning and 
afternoon PRO/ AM tennis tour
naments, afternoon cards a nd 
games, lunch at 11 :30 a.m. and 
cocktai ls/ hors d'oeuvres and 
dinner at 6 p.m. 

Theoutingcommi ttee invites 
sponsorshi p at di fferen t levels. 
With a "gold" sponsorship of 
$1,000, parti cipants will receive 
one complimentary foursome 
entry, tennis or go lf; with a "sil
ver" sponsorshi p of $500, pa r
ticipants will receive one com
pli mentary twosome entry, ten
nis or go lf, and wi th a "bronze" 
sponsorship of $250, partici
pants will receive one compli
mentary player en try, tennis or 
go lf. The indi vid ual participa nt 
entry fee is $125 which includes 
all acti vity fees, lunch, dinner, 
prizes, refreshments and en ter
tainment. 

For more information abou t 
ti ckets and tee sponsorships, 
contact Barbara al 751-1028, Kit 
a t 253-9307, or Terri Flanders a t 
Mee ting Stree t Center at 438-
9500, ext. 239. 
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Suspected Nazi Collaborator Flees Region 
by Emily Torgan 

Jewish Community Reporter 

A suspected Nazi collaborator 
who was ordered denatural
ized by a Federal Court in 

Boston in May has fled Boston 
and returned to Lithuania, the 
Department of Jus tice a n-
nounced June 19. _ 

Aleksandras Lileikis, 88, ar
rived in the Lithuanian capital 
of Vilnius on June 18. Lileikis 
had served during World War 
II as chiefof the Nazi-sponsored 
Lithuanian Security Police in 
Vilnius. 

The Lithuanian government 
has confirmed that Lilcikis is in 
Lithuania, said Eli Rosenbaum, 
head of the U.S. Jus tice Depart
ment's Office of Special Investi
gations 

"He was questioned for two 
ho urs on T hursda y," sa id 
Rosenbaum this week. " He told 
a Lithuanian newspaper that the 
charges against him were not 
groundless but greatly inflated. 
That's a partial admission." 

Staffmembers attheOSi were 
delighted that Lileikis had left 
for Lithuania, which has the 
right to prosecute him as a war 
criminal. 

" It would have taken many 
more years had we been forced 
to deport him," Rosenbaum said. 

In a decision issued on May 
24, U.S. District Cou rt Judge 

Richard Stearns ruled tha t 
Lileikis' activities as head of the 
Lithuanian Security Police 
" clearly constituted" personal 
participation in persecution. 

During World War II, 55,000 
of Vilnius' 60,000Jews perished. 
Before they were murdered the 
Jews were confined to the Vilna 
ghetto, where they were ex
posed tostarvation,disease and 
desperate overcrowding. When 
Jews attempted to escape from 
the ghetto, they were routinely 
a rrested by members of the 
Lithuanian Securi ty Police. The 
Jewish prisoners were taken by 
the Lithuanian Security Police 
to the Ponary killing site. There, 
men, women and children were 
forced to strip down to their 
underwear. ;rhen, they were 
gunned down into sand pits by 
local volunteers. 

As chief of the Lithuanian 
Security Police, Lileikis signed 
the death warrants of Jews who 
tried to escape from the ghetto. 

"No one can tell how many 
he signed," Rosenbaum said. 
" At the end of the war, the or
ders were burned in an effort to 
cover up the activities." 

In 1955, Lileikis emigrated 
from Lithuania to the U.S. He 
was able to gain entry to the 
United States by concealing the 
full extent of his wartime activi
ties from the State Department, 

\ 

\ 
Raymond Eichenbaum . 

Ray Eichenbaum 
Memorial Grant Awarded 

The Social Studies Department a t Cumberland High School has 
been chosen as the 1996 recip ient of the Raymond Eichenbaum 
award to promote Holocaust educa tion. 

The Eichenbaum family crea ted the award through the Rhode 
Island Holocaus t Memorial Museum to recognize educators for 
excellence in teaching about the Holocaus t. 

The late Raymond Eichenbaum was a survivor and a founding 
member of the Rhode Island Holocaust Memorial Museum. An 
active participa nt in the museum'soutreach program, Eichenbaum 
visited Cumberland High School several times. 

Cumberland High School was one of the last places where 
Eichenbaum spoke before his dea th. 

said Rosenbaum. 
"The state department knew 

he had been in the Lithuanian 
Security Police, but there was 
not enough evidence against 
him to d eny a U.S. visa," 
Rosenbaum explained. 

"He told a Lithuanian 
newspaper that the 
charges against him 

were not groundless but 
greatly inflated. That's 
a partial admission." 

Eli Rosenbaum 

In America, Lileikis resided 
in No~wood, Mass., with his sec
ond w ife, Grace Ma kaitis . 
Makaitis, who is s till in Nor
wood , appea rs to have a n 
Alzheimer's-like illness. Li leikis 
was employed by the Lithua
n ian Encylop ed ia Press. 
Rosenbaum was not su re if he 
had fa thered any child ren. 

The OSI had been attempting 
to build a case against Lileik.is 
since the early 1980s, but the 
case had stalled because much 
vital information was not acces
sible to the OSI. 

"The collapse of Soviet Rus-
sia permitted us to get into the 
newly ind ep en dent Li th
uania," Rosenbaum said. " We 
sent a Lithuanian-speaking 
staff historian to Lithuania a 
number of times. He made his 
fi rst trip in 1992, and he was 
able to get into the archives 
and locate the death warrants 
a nd executi on ca rd s tha t 
showed his victims had indeed 
been put to death." 

With the new information, the 
Office of Special Investigation 
and the U.S. Attorney's office in 
Boston filed a denaturalization 
complaint against Lileik.is in Sep
tember 1994. For 18 months, 
Lileik.is resisted efforts by the OSI 
and U.S.Attorney'soffice toforce 
him toanswertheallegationsthat 
he was a central figure in the 
Nazi-directed liquidation of the 
Jews of Vilnius, a center of Jewish 
European life before World War 

II. Despite the court orders, 
Lileik.is repeatedly invoked the 
Fifth Amendment when asked 
about his activities during_ the 
war. 

The government filed a mo
tion for summary judgment, 
arguing that the evidence 
against Lileikis was so over
whelming and u ncontroverted 
that a trial was unecessary. On 
May 24, Judge Stearns granted 
the motion, finding that " tens of 
thousands . .. d ied under his 
command." · 

"We wanted him to go to 
Lithuania," Rosenbaum said . 
" We want to remove these 
people. If we had had to deport 
him, the process would have 
taken years. He is not the first to 

_goto Lithuania, and the govern
ment there knows how we feel. 
They will have to write the last 
chapter of this story." 

Since the OSI began operat
ing in 1979, 56Nazi persecutors 
have been stripped of U.S. citi
zenship and 47 persons have 
been removed from the United 
States. More than 300 persons 
remain under investigation. 

School Officials Will Keep Racist 
Sentiments Out of Yearbook 

Barrington High School . 
principal says slogans 
in Yearbook were not 

intended to be 
anti-Semitic or racist 

by Emily Torgan· 
Jewish Community Reporter 
Barrington High School prin

cipal John Gray said school offi-
cials will put new supervisory 
mechanisms in place to make 
sure references tha tmay be con
strued as anti-Semitic or racist 
will not appear in the yearbook 
again. 

Trouble with the 1996 vol
ume began about a week after 
the yearbook was handed out 
onJune6 at the senior banquet, 
said Gray. . 

"About a week later, I got a 
ca ll from the superintendent 
saying that someone had 
brought certain text to his atten
tion," Gray said. 

On the page devoted to the 
school's hockey team, references 
that read " ngkiller," "jwhater," 
and "blckstabber" appeared. 

Gray said the school admin
istration immediately investi
gated the remarks. The investi-

gation included meetings with 
the yearbook adviser, offi cials 
from the hockey team, the stu
dent involved and one of the 
student's parents. 

"The individual said tha t 
'ngkiller' was a nickname, and 
that 'blackstabber' was a term 
for stabbing the hockey puck, 
which is black," Gray said . 
"Jwha ter was a ref_erence lo 
someone's initials." 

"As a school, we will 
not tolerate delib~rate 
racism of any sort." 

Principal John Gray 

The administration verified 
the student's explanation with 
othermembersofthe team,Gray 
said . The explanations given by 
the student appeared to be ac
curate. 

"At the end of the discussions, 
we could notconcludeanything," 
Gray said." At best, it was a poor 
choice of words that leaves itself 
open to interpretation. If we had 

A subscription to the Herald 
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more definitive information it 
would be a different issue, and it 
involves someone who is no 
longer a student.!' , 

But the adminis tra tion is 
deeply concerned about the in
cident. 

"In the fall, we will be discuss
ing this with thestudenteditorial 
staff," Graysaid. "Quite honestly, 
even if we had read the quota
tions, weasadults rnightnothave 
picked up on it." 

Plans includehavingyounger 
people proofread yearbook copy, 
so that generation gaps do not 
allowundesirablematerialtoslip 
through the ed iting process. 

Gray identified his student 
population as a culturally di
verse communi ty. 

"As a school, we will not tol
erate deliberate racism of any 
sort," Gray said. "This has gen
era ted enough d iscussion to 
bring about change." 

Buyers, Sellers and 
Appraisers of 

ESTATE ~ J EWELRY 

A UTHENTIC AITTIQUE JEWELRY 

Lower Level Antique Gift Gallery 

3228 Post Road 
Apponaug Vi llage 

Warwick, RI 
(401 ) 738-05 11 
(800) 9 10-4869 

Lie. #92.165 



EDITORIAL-
Conservative Leaders 

Condemn Southern Baptists 
Leaders of The United Syna pated, have focused on the ere- tists - who themselves have 

gogue of Conservative Juda ation of an ongoing dialogue been thesubjectofreligiousdis
ism stated today tha t they between Christi ans and Jews, crimination in the past - have 

are deeply tro~bled by the reso- Alan Ades, USC] international not come to appreciate the les-
lution adopted by the Southern sons of history." 
Baptist Convention which ca lls ------------ To help undo the damage 
for efforts to convert Jew~ to " . . . the Southern Baptists thatmaybecaused ~y thisreso-
Christiani ty. lution, Sarrae Crane,. USCJ di-

According to Rabbi Jerome threaten to undo the very rectorofSocial Action and Pub-
Epsteit:i, USC] executive vice- real progress that has licPolicy,sta tedthatTheUnited 
president, "By a ppoi nti ng a mis- Synagogue ca lls upon President 
sionary to undertake this di s- been made in inter- Bill Clinton, Vice President Al 
graceful task, the Southern Bap- religious relations ... " Gore, and new Senate Majority 
tists threa ten to undo the very Leader Trent Lott, themselves 
realprogress thathas beenmade Rabbi Jerome Epstein Southern Baptists, to speak 
in interreligious relations over ------------- publicly and forcefully against 
the past several years. We are this destructive resolution and 
both saddened and troubled by president, s ta ted that "target- to endorse the ongoi ng inter
their decision." . ing the Jews for conversion not faith dialogues which seek to 

Noting that recent interreli- only violates the spirit of our bring abo ut mutu al under
gious efforts, in which The prio r meetings but demon- stand ing among diverse reli
United Synagogue has partici- strates that the Southern Bap- gious groups. 

Garments Of The Soul 
Part 2 

by Rabbi Laibel Wolf 
The "law of conservation of 

spiritua l energy" is a way to 
explain the state of being after 
death. Death constitutes thedis
solutionof the "space-suit" that 
the soul has to wear in order to 
survive in the "fo reign" atmo
sphere of space / time dimen
sion. 

This dimensioh is referred to 
in the Kabbala as the realm of 
Assiya - the world of dimen
sional activity. The space suit is 
the body with its channels of 
expression through thought, 
speech, and action. 

The soul 's experience wear
ing this "space-suit" affects it 
profoundly. The intellectual ac
tivity and develppment in the 
here and now allows the soul to 
become even more refi ned to 

apprecia te an intellectual con
nectedness with the Divine aura 
in the spiritual world of Gan 
Eden (the spiritual a na logue of 
the Garden of Eden). 

Emotional growth in our life
time facilitates the fine tuning 
of the emotiona l connection the 
soul can experience after death 
in its relationship with its source. 
Practical outcomes of a life of 
service allow a more tangible 
sense of presence with the All 
after the reincarnate life comes 
to an enc! . 

Our ongoing lives afford us 
an opportunity not only to be
come more developed human 
beings, more compassionate and 
insightful, but also provide us 
with the spiritual wherewitha l 
to appreciate the glow of higher 
reality after we depart from this 
world. 

Agudath Israel 
Supports Arson Bill ·One Who Saves A Life ... 

As the House of Representa
tives considered a bill tha t 
would make it easier for the fed
eral government to pursue cases 
of arson involving houses of 
worship, Agudath Israel of 
America expressed its support 
for the legislation. 

Existing federal law already 
makes it a crime, under certain 
narrow circums!ances, to damage 
or destroy religious property. The 
proposed new legislation would 
considerably expand the circum
stances underwhichsuchactscould 
be federally prosecuted. 

The bill would do away with 
the $10,000 minimum damage 
level necessary for federal inter
vention. It would also make the 
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damaging of religious property, 
because of the racial or ethnic 
character of the people who use 
it, a federal crime. 

Agudath Israel Washington 
office director Abba Cohen has 
noted " the need for decisive ac
tion" by the federal government. 
"Because of the va lues they rep
resent," the letter noted, houses 
of worship "have unfortunately 
become a target for all sorts of 
'causes' and expressions of ha
tred." 

The House has approved the 
bill and theSenate isexpected to 
approve a similar one shortl y. 
The White House has already 
declared its support of the mea
sure. 

Candlelighting 
June 28, 1996 

8:07 p.m. 

- -- -
Notice: The opinions presented on this 
page do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of this establishment. 

At its recent June meeting, 
the Rhode Island Board of Rab
bis voted to launch a campaign 
throughout Rhode Island en
couraging and urging all mem
bers of the Jewish community to 
participate in the organ dona
tion program. 

Afteralmosta yearof consid
eri ng the issue of orga n trans
plants, the board devoted a com
plete day to a full study of this 
vi tal question, in May. Partici
pating in this seminar were two 
medical ethicists, Rabbi David 
M. Feldman, who spoke on the 
issue from the point of view of 
halacha (Jewish law), and Dr. 
Herbert Rakantansky, who 
spoke from the point of view of 
the medical community. 

The rabbis empha'sized that 
the value of preserving human 
life is the supreme va lue of the 
Jewish religion and super-

sedes all other religious va l
ues. The Talmud teaches tha t 
one who saves a human life is 
to be consid ered as hav ing 
saved a whole world. There
fore bequeathing one's organs 
following death is not merely 
permitted, but is a grea t mitz
vah (a sacred ac t). 

This point was given particu
lar emphasis beca use ~ome 
people are under the impres
sion that all au topsies or any 
removalofanorganconstitutea 
desecra tion of the human body. 
The rabbis believe that in the 
case of organ donation not only 
is it not a desecration but ra ther 
a consecration. 

Atthismomenttherearemore 
than45,000Americaris-among 
them over 1,500 under the age of 
18 - waiting for an organ that 
could save their lives. The short
age oforgans results in over eight 

deaths per day among those on 
the waiting list. 

The Rhode Island Board of 
rabbis declared this tragedy to 
be a national emergency that 
should stir everyone of us into 
immediate ac tion. Whether or 
not we register for this program 
is litera lly a matter of " life or 
death" to so many of our fellow 
Americans. 

The best way to ensure that 
your a fter-death wish will be 
carri ed out is to not only in
form your family but also to 
have a signed donor card on 
your person. The donor cards, 
an accampanying s ticker, and 
some literature o n the subject 
may be o btained from the 
Rhode Is la nd Department of 
Motor Vehicles. 

The rabbis will be pleased to 
discus's this matter with all those 
who have questions. 

The Purist Union With G-d 
"This is the statute of the To

rah that G-d commanded . .. 
"With these words, our To

ra h portion Chukat - also 
known as "The Red Heifer" 
(parshai para adumah) - be
gins. This portion describes the 
special red heifer sacrifice, 
whose ashes purified those who 
had become impure through 
coming in contact with a dead 
person. 

The word "s!at
ute" (chok in He
brew),indescribing 
the above-men
tioned mi tzvah, isof 
great importance. 

In general, the 
613 rnitzvot of the 
Torah are divided into three cat
egories: 1) mitzvot that, accord
ing to logic, a person would 
keep, such as not stealing or 
murdering, etc.; 2) mitzvot that 
we ourselves would not neces
sarily have come up with but 
make sense - such as eating 
matza hon Passover as a remem
brance of the exodus from Egypt; 
a nd 3) statutes, mitzvot that 
don' t have any possible, logical 
explanati on - such as that of 
the "red heifer. " • 

It is quite natural fora person 
to perform the "logica l," under-

standable mitzvot with grea ter 
joy and devotion; however, the 
performance of statutes has an 
advantage over that of the other 
mitzvot. 

When a Jew performs a 
mitzvah that is above his in
tellect, only because G-d com
manded it, he immeasurably 
strengthens his co nnec tion 
with G-d, by subjecting his 
intellect to G-d. 

This concept, of nullifying 

one's intellect before G-d 's will 
is not essential to the other types 
of mitzvot. 

For example, in most cases, 
when a person honors his father 
and mother, not once does he 
bring G-d into consideration. 
Because honoring his parents is 
a logical and even socially ori
ented mitzvah, he may lose any 
feeling thatitisa G-d-given com
mandment. 

However, with regard to a 
statute, it is impossible to forget 
that he is only performing it al 
G·o 's command . 

Chasidic philosophy ex
plains that the word "chok" is 
similar to the word chakika, en
graved. 

There are two ways in which 
we may wri te: by putting ink on 
paper or by engraving. The di f
ference between them is that 
when we write with ink we are 
joining two distinct substances 
- ink and paper. But, when we 
engrave on stone, for instance, 

stone itself. 

the letters are 
not some
thing sepa
rate from 
what they are 
written o n. 
Rather, they 
are part of the 

The same is true when per
forming statutes. Other mitzvot 
combine two separate entities, 
such as logic and fai th. Yet the 
connection with G-d which re
sults from the statutes is not 
based on anything other than 
the will to serve G-d . 

Therefore, the statute is the 1 
purist union with G-d which 
can exist. 

Adapted from Ille works of the I 
Lubnvitcher Rebbe. S11b111 ittcd by I 
Rabbi Eliezer Levy of Chabad of 
Wes t Bay. 
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I put in a fortnight for the 
Pont A ven School of Art, offer
ing a litera ture a nd journa l
keeping component for a group 
of five young women. We met 
in the wo6ds,'on bridges, a nd 
even in a simple peasant hill
side hut, with roosters crowing 
crazily. We drank cider and 
bowls of coffee while we lis
tened to stories about the resis
tance, the occupation, a nd the 
liberation. 

Pooches of 
Paris and 
Pont Aven 

by Mike Fink 
Herald Contributing 

Reporter 

Eden. Perhaps it is ,the biblical 
stalwartness of these my~teri
ous people that drew him as he 
drew them. And the ali en rock 
sculptures and tombs of nearby 
Carnac. 

Now there's one more Jew
ish arti st, from my own house
hold . My daughter Emily is 
painting and studying art his
tory at PSA, through the end of 
June. She cooked for me, enter
tained with me, a nd si pped · 

was precisely in keeping notes 
on your impressions, and her 
ha nd writte n s tory on plain 
brown paper stunned me with 
its force. She wrote about dis
c'overing the pleasures of fresh 
hay, of clea n blankets. She had 
kept snapshots o f the streets 
with horse-drawn carts, so ldiers 
guiding the crippled young sur
vivors with thei r staring faces, 
returning to the paths of free
dom, on that long Europea n 
march homewards, if there was 
a home. 

Upon the wa lls of her home, 
tu cked behind e labora te 

· rosegardens, hang many por
traits of the simple people of 
Brittany, there is no space un
fill ed by furniture or art. Mme. 
Herledon is over 70, but she has 
the features and the bearing of a 
youthful beauty.She isstill hunt
ing for the American who set 
her free, but nobody can locate 
his address. Sne mentioned the 
Jews of the camps only briefl y, 
with a gesture of pity and-un
derstanding. But she still can
not bear Germans. "I just can't · 
get over their cruelty, the hor
ror,even if! try to be polite, or to 
be cordial to young German 
tourists. I can't!" 

Jacob de Haan's baby, born in Pont Aven. 

The memory of Pont Ayen 
mixes in with a dilemma . Hitler 
had promised to give indepen
dence to this proud region, once 
the war was over. Some collabo
rated or remained indifferent. 
And yet, British and American 
parachutists appeared in the 
woods, dropped from a scream
ing sky. Partisa ns took them in, 
fed them, hid them. If a hunting 
German soldier caught you, he 
beat you, killed you. Anyone 
could turn you in. People my 
age remember these ad ventures 
a nd welcome Americans and 
our youngpeopleasga llantges
tureS. 

Hern lrl photo by Mike Fink 

It was my first visit to Brit
tany and I fe ll for its intimate 
charm. The directress of the 
program told me a stra nge and 
intriguing tale abou t the time of 
Gauguin and his disciples. One 
Meir Jacob de Ha a n of 
Amsterdam, had sold off his 
share of the family business to 
run off to Pont Aven and paint." 
He did the sa me pictures as 
Gauguin, and nobody knows 
who painted or signed whatca n
vasses. But beyond the brush of 
oi l from a palette, de Haan a nd 
Gauguin fell for the same lad y, 
the local innkeeper. She bore a 
baby to Jacob--whose descen
dants s till live in the area. 
Gauguin in a fit of envy and 
jealousy wrote to the De Haan 
brothers in Holland, who threa t
ened to cut their brother off. He 
retu rned to the Ne therla nds. 
You may read all this nex t year, 
when a Dutch museum plans to 
sea rch ou t and show the range 
of De Haan's work. So there 
were Jews among the Breton 
posl-i mpressionists! 

Closer lo our own time, Carl 
Moser also painted the fi sherfolk 
of Pont Aven. He died broke in 
1939, bu t he left the loca l mu
seum with a memory of hi s so
journ, a brooding series of s tud
ies that include an image of 

SUMMER 
PROGRAMS 
Individualized Remedial Math, 
Reading and Writing programs 

for junior /senior high school-age 
students with learning disabilities 

or academic difficulties. 

CONTACT 
A.L. NEWMAN, M.Ed. 

( 401) 783-8461 

espresso at the local bistros and 
bars. I think that peasant's wi fe, 
where we visited as a class, set 
her cap for me, she gave me a 
small Breton flag as a gift, a nd 
several bottles of homemade ci
der into the bargain! She joined 
us at the sidewalk tables. I hope 
Emily was impressed with my 
popularity in cafe society. 

I also spent a morning with a 
lady named Mme. 1-Ierledon, 
who survived Ravensbruck. She 
worked in Brest for the resis
ta nee and was betrayed. She was 
so badly damaged in body and 
spirit by slavery and torture in 
the camps that she spent years 
in ho spital s and asy lums. 
"When I came back after the 
liberation, I could not bear the 
sound of laughter or of music. I 
withdrew. I ran a business, a 
ga llery . I planted my flowers 
and ra ised my dogs." Mme. 
Herledon offered me a glass of 
w hi sky, before noo n, but I 
turned her down. Then, before I 
left for lunch, she went upstairs 
and brought her postwar jour
nal. The course I was teaching 

Upon the advice of Mme. 
Herledon I made my way to a 
nearby monument at the beach, 
where a band of such partisans 
had beenexecuted,a long with a 
na meless English piloC and 
thrown in a ditch. As every
where in France, there is a sense 
of this terrible past that broods 
upon the cliffs. 

During my fast few days in 
Paris en route home in time for 
Father's Day, I went to the Jew
ish section, the "Marais," apd 
met a young man who guided · 
me into its monuments . His 
mother had been hidden in an 
a ttic and survived without her · 
family-a common story, a nd 
yet too quickly wiped out. "I 
guess we must just ge t on with 
our li ves. Anyway my father is , 
Ca tholi c. We will mi x in to
gether," sa id the young ma n, 
a nd I shook his hand warmly. 

''J!Lclapting Traclitiona[ 'Eng[isfi (jarclen 
'Design to '11&,w 'Eng[ancl" 
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51.t %.e Pavifion 

"gracious 2(?5identia{ Care " 
'Tradition.a{ Jligh. 'Tea 

'l(J'Vl' 6y camng (401)272 -9600 

1085 7{prtn Main Street, Proviaence, 1U 02904 

FEATURE 

Portrait by Carl Moser, Jewish artist of Pont Aven. 
Herald plzoto by Mike Fink 

What the French rea lly love, is 
their dogs. It's a heaven for small 
cani nes, who are welcomed in 
every bistro . There's a special 
breed, something small, plump 
and rather squat. It's homely but 
cute, too, and for me it stoodlor 
the self-indulgent pleasure the 
French take in just being alive 
upon the cobblestones of life. 

Holocaust denial is rampant 
in the highest as well as the low
est quarters of Europe, Fra nce 
included . Minorities, whether 
Arab or Jew, African or Asian, 
Gypsy or even tourist, are less 
welcome than dogs. You read it 
on the graffiti. But I made a few 
friends among the Arabs and 
Jews, the Africans and the Gyp
sies-and even a few dogs a nd 

The truth is, travel is a trial. 
You get back and regret that 
you missed a wedding, a fu
neral, a graduation, a party, an 
opening. You left your commu
nity when perhaps you were 
needed there. I had my own 
lonely dog at home while I pat
ted strange pooches in a foreign 
land . I am glad to see my own 
family and check out my own 
garden. Under the influence of 
jet lag, like a hangover, I am 
sorry I went a way in the first 
place. And yet, we have.to mark 
our lives, and a journey serves 
that end. Malta with its prison 
from which in the fullness of 
time freedom went forth, Brit
tany with its biblical beauty and 
peasa nt poise, Paris with its 

Farmhouse by Jacob de Haan, Jewish artist of Port Aven. 
Herald photo by Mike Fink 

tourists! That, too, is France. I 
sang a few old ballads, drank a 
few glasses and sipped a few 
cups. 

bands of outsiders at the bars, 
they all will live for a while in 
my own head, like a tiny spin
ning globe. 

GRAND OPENING 
• I 

witici s 
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Shapiro Explains Why He Is Leaving 
by Neil Nachbar 

Herald Associate Editor 
In the June 13 issup of the 

Herald, it was reported tha t 
Rabbi Dr. Chaim Shapiro of 
Touro Synagogue in Newport 
will be leaving Rhode Is land for 
a rabbinic position in Boca 
Raton, Fla., starting Aug 1. 

Not mentioned in the article 
was why the rabbi is leaving the 
oldest synagogue in North 
America. In a recent interview, 
he explained . 

"On the one hand, I've seen 
some exciting things," said 
Shapiro. "I've met some celebri
ties and there has been a lot of 
satisfaction in giving the syna
gogue tours. 

"On the other hand, there's 
been a lot of disappointment 
connected with being the rabbi 
in a small community," contin
ued Shapiro. "In a sma ll com
munity, there's more of an onus 
for participation. I haven' t al
ways gotten that." 

According to Shapiro, some 
of the younger congregants re
fused to make a commitment to 
the (Orthodox) shul. 

"I tried to maintain a certain 
standard of tradition, but it's 
difficult if you don' t get the co
operation from certai n ele
ments," said Shapiro. ''There has 
to be a willing ness of the 
younger people to pi tch in, even 
if it means making a commit· 
ment once a month. When you 
don' t get cooperation, it tends 
to reduce the satisfaction one 
gets from being the rabbi ·of a 
famous synagogue." 

When asked ifitwas his deci· 
sion to leave or if the decision 

was made for him, the rabbi 
replied, " It was a combina tion." 

Shapiro indica ted tha t one 
reason the congregants gave for 
not getting involved in services 
and programs, was that they 
weren' t familiar with a ll of the 
prayers or customs. 

"I rari a Simchat Torah pro· 
gram," said the rabbi. "Some
one told my wife to tell me to be 
patient. 

"People may not have had 
opportunities in (Jewish) edu
cation," Shapiro continued. "But 
their knowledge can be raised 
very easily. There are videos 
available. I offered adult educa
tion courses at no charge." 

"I tried to maintain a 
certain standard of 

tradition, but it's difficult 
if you don't get the 

cooperation ... " 
Rabbi Dr. Chaim Shapiro 

Shapiro has been the rabbi at 
Touro Synagogue for the last 
nine years. The rabbi said that 
he's been told the synagogue is 
more active now than when he 
first became the spiritual leader. 

However, Shapiro's most 
loyal ·and cooperative congre· 
gants have either gotten too sick 
to attend shul, now live in a 
nursing home or have passed 
away. 

"I became close friends with 
some.of the congregants," said 
Shapiro .. "Bonds of loyalty were 
established. But the problem is 
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· li fe is not a cons tant. Several of 
my most devoted congregants 
are no longer able to attend syna
gogue." 

According toShaprio, it's not 
uncommon in the last few years 
to see more visitors at service 
than "regular" congregants. 

"In the last three years I 
would look out my office win
dow for someone who looked 
like an Orthodox Jew," said 
Shapiro. "I would run. outside 
and ask them to go to our daily 
service. It's unfortunate that 
these services are attended by 
tourists and visi tors and not 
regu lars." 

In the past few years,Shapiro 
has been involved with several 
community organizations, such 
as the Newport Tourism Bureau 
and the MLK Center. During 
Passover, he participated in a 
seder at the Viking Hotel, which 
a ttracted 500 people. 

"I consider getting involved 
in these programs an unwritten 
responsibility," said Shapiro. 
'These people appreciated my 
effort to bring in tourists." 

Shapiro decided to accept the 
position in Boca Raton some
time after Passover. 

His original p lan was to take 
a position in New York, so that 
he would be closer to his chil· 
dren. But the Boca Raton posi
tion, at Torah Ohr Synagogue, 
had a much greater upside. 

Unveiling the 'Mysticism' 
Cha bad of West Bay Chai Center will present an exhibit by 

MichoelMuchnikonJune30called "MysticisminJewish Art." 
The exhibit will be at the East Greenwich Photo Gallery. 

"I went down there twice. I 
really appreciated their atti· 
tude," said Shapiro. ''They have 
160 members and it's a growing 
community. During the winter, 
10,000 Jews live in the area. In 
Boca Raton, there are80,000Jews 
in the winter. 

Forty Years And Counting 

"Thesynagogue in NewYork 
offered me a position, but they 
are on the way down, not up," 
said Shapiro. 

_ The fac t that the rabbi 's 
brother lives 20 minutes from 
the Boca Ra ton synagogue made 
the position more attractive. 

It was tougher to convince 
Shapiro's wife to move to 
Florida. 

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Shapiro of 
Newport, and other members 
of the Class of 1956 of Yeshiva 
University's affilia ted Rabbi 
Isaac Elchana n Theologica l 
Seminary (RIETS), celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of their or· 
dina tion a t a reunion at the 
RIETS 1996 annual dinner of 
tribute on June 19, at The New 
York Hilton in Manhattan. 

Shapiro is spiritual leader of 
Touro Synagogue in Newport. 

He has four sons: Dr. Elliott, a 
1978 graduate of Yeshiva Col
lege; Neil, a graduate of YUHS 
for Boys; Alan, who attended 
Yeshiva College and RIETS; and 
Rabbi Jonathan Shapiro, who 
a ttended YUHS for Boys. 

RIETS, founded in 1886, is 
the western hemisphere's lead
ing center for higher learning in 
the Orthodox tradition of Juda
ism, with numerous educational 
service and outreach programs. 

"She wanted to be closer to 
the chi ldren, but they swayed 

. her to go to Florida," said the 
rabbi. "Now she's looking for
ward to it and they're looking 
forward to visiting us." 

Chai Ann-ounces Events 

• 

Certified by 
American Board 
of Plastic Surgery 

Member 
Lipoplasty Society 

By popular demand, Chai 
Productions will host a dance 
party on a Saturday night. 

Harvey Baumann M.D. 
• Bf east Surgery: Reduction, Reconstruction, 

Augmentation 
, Nasaj. Surgery: ReconslrUCtive, Cosmetic or 

Seplal Surgery 
• Abdomino~asty (Tummy Tock) 
• Facial Surgery: Aeconstructive & Cosmetic, Skin 

Cancer, Moles, Scars 
\ Hand & Wrist Surge~ 
• Carpal Tunnel, Tendon, Nerve, Bone Injuries 
• Liposuction • Collagen Injections 
• MoSI Health Plans Accepled 
• Dermasbrasion 

274-7552 
115 Governor Street, Providence, R.I. 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LOVETT & LOVETT 
• Personal Injuries • Social Security Disability 

• Workers Compensation • Automobile Accidents 
• Wrongful Death • Defective Products 

(401) 621-6000 
454 Broadway, Providence, R.l. 02909 

The party will be held on June 
29 at the M80 Nightclub, located 
a t 969 Commonwealth Ave., 
Boston. The cost is $10 in ad
vance, $12 for members, $14 for 
non-members at the door. The 
club has been reserved from 7:30 
to 11 :30 p.m. for a private party. 
Jewish singles of all ages are 
welcome. 

A second request has been 
formore40s-plus dance parties. 
On July 17, there wi ll be one at 
the Circuits Nightclub in the 
Westin Hote l, Waltham. The 
cost is $9 for members and $10 
for non-members at the door. 

Chai wi ll be responding to a 
third request by hosting a Bos· 
ton Harbor Boat Cruise on July 
28, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Chai continues to offer free 
membership at all events, along 
with free food and gi fts. Call 
Barton Roth at (508) 443-7834 
for more information. 

Announce your wedding 
f in the Herald! f 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Anytown Camp Receiyes 
Jewish Fundino-------

Cranston Senior Guild 
Invites Suggestions 

The Na tional Conference of Chris tians and Jews, has an
Rhode Island and Southeastern nounced that its weeklong, resi
New England, founded in 1927 d e ntial prog ram for tee ns, 
as The Na tional Conference of Anytown, has received grants 

Perched High Above 
This beautiful pictu re by Michoel Muchnik is part of an 

exhibi t called "Mysti cism in Jewish Art." It wil l be shown on 
Ju ne30 at Eas t Greenwich Photo Gallery. Ca ll Cha bad of West 
Bay Chai Center at 884-4071 for details. 

Hadassah Magazine Wins Awards 
Hadassah Magazine recently 

received - sev en 1995 Simon 
Rockower Awa rds for Excel
lence in American Jewish Jour
nalism at the annual conference 
of the American Jewish Press 
Association Conference held in 
San Francisco. 

Rockower, a Philad elphia phi
lanthropist, to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the bi r th of his 
la te fa ther, Simon. 

The Rockower Award is the 
highest tri bu te in the fi e ld of 
American Jewish news publish
ing. 

The awards, which honor ar
ticles, features, ca rtoons and 
other products of Jewish jour
na li sm, are sponsored by t1le 
American jewishPress Associa
tion. 

The pri zes were awarded to 
Hadassah Magazine in six ca tego
ries. Hadassah was awarded firs t 
place for Excellence in Photog-

j East Side 
raphy a nd second place for Ex- , :) 
cellence in Commentary. 

The magazine received two 
honorable mentions for Excel- 1 • } 

lence in Special Sections and 
Supplements, and one honor-
able mention each fo r Excellence 
in In terna tional Reporting, Ex
cellence in Comprehensive Cov
erage a nd Excellence in Illustra
tion. 

) 

This year marked the 15th 
a nnu a l co mpe ti ti o n o f the · 1 
Rockower Awards, w hich were 
crea ted in 1980 by I. Bu d d 

Resale,uc 
A Consignment 

Boutique 

780 Hope Street 
Providence, RI 

02906 
274-1615 

Ruth and Joan 
Mon.- Sat. 

lO am-5 pm 

. ) 

r.--::::::::::..----------------------------------------=-, 

FIFIH A VE JEWELERS 
Expert Jewelry Repairs Done on Premises 

Diamonds & Gold Jewelry At Very Reasonable Prices 
We Also Buy Diamonds, Gold and Silver 

FIFI11 A VE JEWELERS 
6 Rolfe Square, Cranston, RJ 029 10 - (401) 461-7800 

or donations that will support 
scholarships for most of the s tu
d ents. 

Supporting the p rogra m fo r 
1996 a re: The Rhod e Is la nd 
Foundation, in honor of Ala n 
Shawn Feins tein, a $10,000 
grant;The United Way of South
eastern New England, a $7,500 
grant; The Levy Foundation, a 
$4,000 gra nt; The Touro Frater
na l Associa tion, a $600 grant; 
The Charlo tte I. Penn Scholar
ship Fund , a scholarship forone 
camper. 

"Weare gra ti fied to have such 
a broad ra nge o f communi ty 
support," sa id Executi ve Di rec
tor Anthony Maione. 

" Lea rning how to wo r k 
through the issues of bias and 
prejudice is an important skill 
for those young people, who are 
our future leaders." 

Anytown will be run at Camp 
Canonicus in Exeter, R.I. , from 
June 23 through the 29. 

For the finest in, .. 

The Cranston Senior Gui ld, 
as is its annual custom, held its 
rewards luncheon on June 19 at 
the Cowesett Inn. 

The offi cers.and board mem
bers were recog nized fo r their 
in teres t and conscientious ef
fo rts on behalf of its members 
for the past yea rs. After the luri
cheon, each member was given 
a little gi ft in apprecia tion for 
the work that they accomplished 
on behalf of the membership. 

For the nex t yeil'I", it was sug
gested that the Cranston Senior 

Guild would like to hear from 
its members with their com
ments, concerns and sugges
tions, which are very important 
if the Cranston Senior Guild is 
to achieve its goa l of making 
membe rs hi p e njoya bl e and 
pleasa nt. 

For general suggestions that 
will make the organiza tion bet
ter, ca 11 Judah Rosenat942-0985. 
For t!·ips and events, call Dor
othy Rose at942-0985. For meet
ingsugges tions,call Ben Gi ls tein 
a t 941--!298. 

Give Help and Receive Help 
Some you ngs ters need a spe

cia I fri end they ca n look up to 
fo r inspi ra tio n, s uppo rt a nd 
g uidance, lo hel p them face the 
cha llenges in their li ves. 

The Rhode Is la nd Children's 
Crusa de fo r Hig her Educa tion, 
a no n- pro fit o rga niz11 lio '.1, is 

looking for people w ho would 
like lo S('rve their community 
full -ti nw for 11 yea r 11s11 member 
of its /\111eriCorps program. 

fo r ,nore i nfn rmil lion, ca ll the 
RI Children's Crus11de a t 277-
6907. -

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
and 

REHABILITATIVE CARE 
.. . ask your Doctor or Hospital Social Worker about .. . 

1' ,!! SUMMIT MEDICAL CENTER 
iii' 1085 North Main Street, Providence, RI 02904 

(401) 272-9600 . .. The Shortest Route Home 

• • 

• 

Know someone . 
getting married? 

... 

\ 

Te ll u s their name and address a nd we'll send them a one-year 

comp limentary subscription to th~ R hode Island J ewish Herald. 

.. .. ........ . ....... . .......... . ... 

Newlywed Subscription 
Couple's N a m e _ _ _ ________ _ ___ _____ _ _ _ 

Address ___ _ _____________________ _ 

C ity _ _ _ ___ __________ Sta te __ Z ip ____ _ 

W edd ing Date _______________________ _ 

Y o ur N a m e ________________________ _ 

Add ress _________________________ _ 

C ity ________________ State __ Z ip ____ _ 

IVl ai l t h is coupo n to : 
R hod e Is la nd J ewi s h H e ra ld , P .O . Box 6063, Prnvid e ncc, R . l. 02940 

. . .... . .... .. ... . .... . .. ... ... . 

o •• .... of••••• o • 1' •II • o o • ., .. ·,./•'•'.]•' •_.,•.._• •.•.• .. •~•_..• .. • .. •._• .. •..,_•._ 1'1 • o IO•• ... , .. 0 f O 

• 
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i SCHOOLBEAT 

PHDS Holds Graduation Ceremony 
The aud'itorium of the Provi

dence Hebrew Day School was 
the setting of the school's grad u
a tion exercise on June 2ll. Eight 
high school girls and 23 eighth 
graders received theird i plomas, 
testifying to their compll' tion of 
the intensive Judaic a nd genera l 
academic programs which com
prise the PHDS curriculum. 

Greetings were offered by Dr. 
Irving Fried, executive di rector; 

Michael Weiner, president; and 
Deborah Hirschon, PTF presi
dent. 

TheTorahmessagewasgiven 
by Rabbi Mordechai Fried , the 
junior hig h Talmud and Torah 
teacher. Fried stressed the theme 
of Ahavas Yisroel, the love for 
fellow Jews which should be the 
persistent motif throughout life. 

Junior high Hebraic/ Judaic 
awards were presented to 

GRADUATION NIGHT - The eighth grade girls at Providence 
Hebrew Day School pose for a picture on graduation evening, 
held recently at the school, Photo courtesy of PHDS 

Torah Given to Brandeis 
by Michael Gelbwasser 

The Jewish Advocate 
BOSTON (JTA) - Brandeis 

University's Goldfarb Library 
has acquired its mi llionth book 
since the universi ty opened in 
1948. 

Ironically, it is also the Jew
ish people's mos t important 
book: the Torah 

The Brandeis Na ti o na l 
Women's Committee presented 
the 1845 five-volume set, The 
1.Jiwof G-d, by Rabbi Isaac Leeser, 
to the university ea rlier this 
mpnth. 

The set of books isa rare copy 
of the first translation done by 
an American Jew. A portion of 
the more than$500,000 the com
mittee raised during its 1995-96 
campaign paid for the volumes. 

University officials declined 
to reveal the price, but a spokes
man of the Brattle Book Shop 
estima ted the set's worth to be 

between $3,000 a nd $5,000. 
The previous owner was a 

pri va te individua l w ho pre
ferred to remain anonymous, 
said Charles Cutter, head of the 
library's Judaica and Special 
Collections department. 

The set comes with a "full 
leather telescoping box with fi ve 
full gi lt fa lse spines to house the 
volumes," acco rding to 
Brandeis' "One Millionth Book 
Database Record." The set's title 
is gi lded in gold leaf on the box. 

Carol Rabinovitz, cha ir
woman of the Millionth Book 
Celebration, said she believes 
that there are only fi ve or six of 
the five-volume sets in the 
United States. 

It took Leeser 17 years to write 
The 1.Jiw of G-d. Before Isaac 
Leeser, Cutter said, "there was 
nothing in Englis h for the 
American Jewish community." 

Tl~~DiTic5~~ 
SPECIAL ORDERS ARE OUR SPECIALITY 
¢ KIPPOT ¢ KIDDUSH CUPS ¢ TALESIM ¢ 

¢ GREETING CARDS ¢ CHILDREN'S GAMES ¢ ISRAELI CRAFTS ¢ 
¢ TAPES ¢ VIDEOS ¢ JEWELRY ¢ ARlWORKS ¢ It; 

E FREE GIFT WRAPPING ¢ WE SHIP ANYWHERE ¢ SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME <HKII = 727 HOPE STREET PROVIDENCE • 421-0309 ,mmo 
;O , _. HOI.IS: MON.-TIUS. 9:~5:30, FRI. 9:~3:00 • OOSED StH>AY BY APl'OlNTMENI ONIY 

JACK M. MINKIN dba/Tile-Set 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
Cleaning, Regrouting, Sealing - leaks Fixed 

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN 
Legal Covering of Asbestos Pipes 

Carpentry • Electrical and Plumbing Repairs 
All High Quillity Guaranteed Work 

"A TROUBLESHOOTER WITH IDEAS" PAGER fl 763-6611 

INSURED • R.1, LICENSE NO. 4210 • REFERENCES • 789-2322 

Rochel Jakubowicz, Na ta nya 
Raskin, Bas hi Lipson, Meir 
Weinberg and Anna Berin. Jun
ior hi g h general academic 
awards were presented to Leah 
Scharf, AdenaJu rkowitz, Rochel 
Jakubowicz, Ri vka Gibber and 
Adina Shafner. 

The junior high class address 
was delivered by Chani na 
Szendro aod the student coun
cil address by Natanya Raskin. 

The high school gradua tes 
received the following awards: 
Secretary of State Leadership 
Award was given to Aviva 
Jakubowicz and the Congress
man Patrick Kennedy Award to 
Chana Borisova, Presidential 
Academic Fitness Award fo r 
academic achievemen t was 
granted to Aviva Jakubowicz, 
Chana Borisova, Miriam Pliskin 
and Jud y Massouda. The 
Chesed Award for exemplary 
service to the school was given 
to Stacy Gopin. The Brooks Phar
macy American Greetings 
Scholarship Award was given 
to Miriam Pliskin. The Resnick 
scholar was Aviva Jakubowicz, 
who delivered the senior high 
valedictory address. 

Chana Borisovadelivered the 
Torah message. She spoke of 
her struggle to leave her family 
in Russia to learn English to 
achieve Torah ahd acaqemic 
scholarship. She expressed her 
gra titude to all those who en
couraged and helped her. 

ASDS Announces 
Graduates 

The fo llowing students re
cently gradua ted from Alperin 

. Schechter Day School: Joshua 
Beraha, Emily Dimant, Rebecca 
Dimant, Na thaniel Friedman, 
Michael Fu rman, Ka tya 
Ginzburg, Norma n Harnick, 
Amie I Hersh, Shiri t Herskovits, 
Judah Jacobson, Alexa nd e r 
Kantarovsky, Abigail Levine, 
Ilana Licht, Jonathan Liss, Ilana 
Piskun, Alysa Rosen, Meredith 
Ross, Judd Schiffman, O lga 
Stavitskiy, Daniel Sternberg, 
Benjamin Tilchin and Na tasha 
Ushomirsky. 

Announce the birth of 
your child in the Herald! 

Music Maker 
Daniel Newman strums his "found objects guitar" made of · 

wood, nails, rubber bands and a milk container as par t of the 
fifth-grade music program, under the d irection of Laura 
Berkson, music teacher. Photo courtesy of ASDS 

/ 

URI To Offer Music Camp 
If your teen-agers like to toot 

tI-.eir own horns or sing in the 
shower, why no t send them off 
to music camp this summer at 
the University of Rhode Island? 

URI's Department of Music 
is offering a two-week summer 
music program form July 7 to 
20, designed for s tudents enter
ing grades 8 through 12. 

Classes for students who play 
band or string i nstrumcnts,sing 
or play piano, will be taught by 
highly qualified music educa
tors from throughout New En
gland in an informa l a nd re
laxed atmosphere. 

Toapply,st1.1dents must have 
participated in previous music 
a nd dance activities and have a 
recommendation from their mu
sic d irector or high school prin
cipal. 

Nationally regarded band
master Stanley Micha lski, 
w hose disting uis hed ca reer 
spans 35 years as a conductor, 
educator, performer and clini
cian throughout North America 
and Europe wi ll be a special 
guest ins tructor. 

Classes and activities are de
signed to provide students with 
specia l interests, in music or 
dance, the opportunity to par
ticipate in areas rarely explored 
during the regular school ses
sion. Students will be able to 
create their own curriculum 
with a major focus in either con
cert ba nd, orchestra, chorus, or 
piano. 

Electives include percussion 
ensemble, jazz ensemble, cham
ber ensembles, theory and com
position, electronic music, the
ater a nd dance. Recreational 
activities also make up an im
portant part of the atmosphere . • 

Students can elect to com
mu te or stay in residence halls 
which wi ll be supervised by 
teachers and counselors at URI. 

The fee for commuters is$285 
which includes lunch. The fee 
for resident students is$585and, 
thanks to a family plan, the sec
ond child 's fee is $485. 

For more information,call Dr. 
Donald Smith, summer music 
program director, at 874-2170 
or 874-2799. 

Lincoln School 
Honors Scholars 
Head of School Joan Cannady 

Countryma n re<:ent ly an
nounced the recipients of Lin
coln School's year end academic 
awards. 

The memory of Frances E. 
Wheeler, Quaker headmistress 
from 1926 to 1938, is honored in 
Quaker girls or members of 
Upper School for more than one 
year of distinguished academic 
work. 

Stepping Into History 
Frances E. Wheeler Scholars 

included senior Pamela Sine! of 
Pawtucket, junior Catherine E. 
Weiner of Providence, sopho
more Susanna Fogel of Provi
dence and sophomore Sara R. 
Feinberg of Newport. 

Fifth-grade students at Alperin Schechter Day School re
cently visited the Boston Tea Party Museum. From left: Noga 
Nevel, Jonah Gabry, Brooke Saltzman and Noah Jablow. 

Photo courtesy of ASDS 
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
UMass Dartmouth .Presents 
Summer Cabaret Theatre------

The University of Massachu
setts DartmouthSummerCaba
ret Theatre will be offering a 
pair of outdoor productions as 
well as cabaret shows during its 
23rd summer season. 

This summer's outdoor pro
duc ti o ns are "Ma n of La 
Mancha" and "42nd Street." The 
Summer Cabaret Series will in
clude "Don' t Dress for Dinner" 
a nd "Astai re and Kelly," a mu
sical review. 

For the third year, the out
door performances are free. 

The performa nces will be 
held in the Vietnam Veterans 
Peace Memorial Amphitheatre. 

"Man of La Mancha" will take 
the stage from June 27 to 30, 

with each show beginning at 
8:30 ·p.m. "42nd Street" will be 
p resented Aug. 22 to 25, begin
ning at 8 p .m. 

Plenty of parking is available 
on the UMass Dartmouth cam
pus. Bring blankets, lawn chairs 
a nd picnic suppers and come 
early for the best sea ts. 

The cabaret series will open 
with "Don' t Dress for Dinner," 
a Briti sh farce by Ma rc 
Ca moletti . The show wi II be pre
sented over two weekends, July 
11 to 14 a nd July 18 to 21. 
"Astaire and Kelly," a musical 
review celebrating Fred Astaire 
and Gene Kelly with music by 
Gershwin, Porter, Berlin and 
Kerns, will be presented July 25 

to 28 and Aug. 1 to 4. 
Each of the cabaret perfor

mances is held in the UMass 
Dartmouth Campus Center, be
ginning at 8:30 p .m. Parking for 
cabaret performances is avail
able in lots fi ve and six. 

Tickets fo r the cabaret series 
shows are $8 fo r the genera l 
public and $7 for senior citizens 
a nd students.Subscription tick
ets for both shows are available 
fo r $15 fo r general public and 
$12 fo r senior ci tizens and stu, 
dents. 

For additional info rmation or· 
ticket reservations, call (508)999-
8136. 

The Circus Is Coming To Town-----
The Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. 

Circus will be a t Glen Farm in 
Portsmouth on June 27 and 28at 
4 p.m. and 8 p .m. and at °The 
Warwick Mall on June 29 at 4:30 -
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and June 30 
at 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Underscored by the rousing 
sounds of an eight-piece brass 
band, tigers, equestriennes and 
acrobats, tumblers and trapez
ists, i:: lowns and contortionists, 
the circus will entertain in the 
two-hour, three-ring perfor
mance. 

' Six Soviet athletes will ex
hibit a series of synchronized 
somersau lts, backflips, and 
twisters, passing easily among 
the gridwork of uneven hori
zontal ba rs a nd soa ring to 
heights as high as 12 feet. 

Twelve-yea r-o ld Dia na 

(ages 13 to 61), $6 for children 
and senior citizens. Reserved 
chair seats cost an additional $2. 

Advanced ti cke ts for the 
Portsmouth shows are available 

at JC Penney, Clements, YMCA 
a nd the Boys and Girls Club. 
For the Warwick shows, tickets 
can be purchased a t AAA and 
the Warwick Credit Unions. 

Kupchik, will hoist a stack of 
hula hoops which appears to 
weigh as muchasshedoes, 83 to 
be exact, step inside, give them 
a twirl, then gyrate into a color
ful and shimmering helix. 

Tickets are $10 fo r adults 

SA YING HELLO - These elephants, part of the Clyde Beatty
Cole Bros. Circus, will be part of the show when the circus comes 
to Portsmouth and Warwick this week. 

Narragansett Art Festival 
The RotaryC!ubofWakefield 

will sponsor the annua l Nar
ragansett Art Festival on June 
29 and 30 from 9 a .m. to 5 p .m. at 
Veterans' Park adjacent to the 
historic towers on Ocean Road 
in Narragansett. 

The outdoor festival is free to 
the public and has been held in 
this scenic location for approxi
mately 25 years. More than 100 
artists from Rhode Island and 
other New England states will 
exhibit work in oil, acrylics, wa
tercolors, pen and inkdrawings, 
photography, scu lpture, · and 
three-dimensional media. 

Proceeds from the artists' reg
istration fees and the raffle are 
used to support the chari table 
activities of the Rotary Club. 

On Sunday, from noon to5:30 
p.m., a free shuttle van wi ll pro
vide transportation between the 
Narragansett Art Festival a nd 
the Taste of South County food 
festival at the Salt Pond Plaza on 
Pt. Judith Road, sponsored by 
the Visiting Nurse Services of 
Washington County and 
Jamestown. 

For further information, con
tact Deedra Durocher, 783-1820. 

Hera Members Exhibit Work 
"The 22nd Anni versary Ex

hibition," work by full , associ
ate a nd a ffili a te members, will 
be held a t Hera Gallery, 327 
Mai n St. in Wakefield , from June 
29 through Aug. 17. 

known for its exhibitions that 
present challenging contempo
rary art which often is crea ted in 
response to current socia l a nd 
aestheti c issues. 

Summer gallery hours are 
Tuesday to Friday, 10 a.m. lo 1 
p .m., and Sa turday 1() a.m. lo 4 
p .m. The ga llery is free and open 
to the public and is handicapped 
accessible. 

Volmer's Work 
on Display 

An exhibition by Rhode Is
land artis t Suza nne Volmer is 
on view at the Newport Art 
Museum through July 28 . 
Volmer is giving gallery talks 
about her work at the museum 
on June 20 at 7:30 p.m. and July 
14 at 2 p .m . The talks are free 
wi th the price of admission. 

Volmer began working as a 
professional artist after gradu
ating from the Pratt Ins titute in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Initially using 
only porcelain as her medium, 
she now incorporates high-fire 
hard brick and cold rolled steel 
into her sculptures. She works 
closely with the chemical a nd 
structural elements of porcelain 
and metal, and calculates for 
movement during the firing of 
the materia ls. 

The museum is open Mon
day through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sunday 
from noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
evenings. the museum is open 
unti l 9 p.m. Admission is $5 for 
adults; $4 for seniors and stu
dents; and free lo members and 
chi ldren under 12. 

For more information on the 
exhibition, contact the museum 

Hera Gallery has been exhib
iting the work of local, regiona l 
and nationally-known artis ts, 
both members a nd non-mem
bers,al lhegallery onMainStrcct 
since May of 1974.Thegallery is . ••• , ••.••••.••• ~l. ~~~:82(!Q· 

All ·Dressed Up ... 
The Ocean Sta te Light Opera will present "Iola nthe" from 

Ju ly 3 to 14. Sasha Olinick, left, plays Lord Mountarara t and 
Fredric S. Scheff fills the role of Lord Tolloller. Scheff is the 
cantor at Temple Shalom in Middletown. P/,otoby Amy T/10111pso11 

Enjoy A Concert And Tea 
Alva Belmont's tradition of 

Sunday Concerts with After
noon Silver Tea are being re
vived onjune 30. The Royal Arts 
Founda tion wi ll present the 
Rhode Isla nd Touring En
semble, Kimberley Kredich,con
ductor, with Philip Martorella, 
accompanist. 

At 1 p .m., Belcourt Castle's 
historic rooms with art treasures 
f.rom around the globe become 
the grand setting for an after
noon of song followed by silver 
tea . After theguided_tour, guests 
assemble in the French Gothic 
Ballroom to hear ethereal organ 
music or piano pieces rendered 
by the keyboa rd talents of 
Martorella. 

Under the enormous Russian 
Imperial Crown chandelier in 

United Brass to 
Perform at 
Blithewold 

The Concerts-by-the-Bay se
ries at Blithewold Mansion and 
Gardens, 101 Ferry Rd . (Route 
114), Bristol, RI., continues on 
J•me 30 at 5 p.m. with an out
door performance by United 
Brass. 

The United Brass, founded in 
1978, is known to concert-goers 
throughout New England. 

The Blithewold program in
cludes works by Joplin, Sousa, 
Handy and Cohan as well as 
Handel and Khachaturian. A Tin 
Pan Alley sing-along will be fea
tured. 

Concert patrons are invited 
to bring picnic suppers and fold
ing chairs with them. Tickets 
are $8 (adults) and $4 (children 
6 to 8) and are sold at the door. 

Call 253-2707 for more infor
mation. 

Uniformed Chauffeurs 

Super 
J-/Jo11r 
Special 

the Ita lia n banquet hall you' ll 
find a feast for all the senses. 
Belcourt's magnificence dazzles 
the eyes, while the sublime cho
ruses fi ll the ear and delicious 
cakes, pastries, punch and tea 
served formally from silver de
light the palate. 

Tickets are $18 per adult and 
$7.50 for children ages 6 to 12. 
Group rates, seniors and stu
dent discounts are available by 
ca lling 846-0669. 

Chamber Music 
at the Library 

An after of voca l chamber 
music entitled "America's Fin
est" will be presented at the 
William Hall Li brary, 1825 
Broad St., Cra ns ton, on June 30, 
at2 p.m. 

The program, fea turing the 
works of Berlin, Kern, Porter, 
Gershwin, and Copland, will be 
performed in the library'saudi
tori um. The featured singer wi 11 
be Joseph A. Carvalho. Other 
vocalists include Jeanne Maciel, 
Jenni fer Malett, Krishan Oberoi , 
and Michael Schrader. 

The program is free. The Hall 
Library is ha ndicapped acces
sible, and refreshments will be 
served. 

Foxwoorl 
Speci11l 
? Days 
a Week Mo,r-11mrs 

$79.00 J{. !Kasmir
_'tfmousine, Jero,oo 

Airports • Birthdays • Concerts • Proms • Weddings 
Anniversaries • Sporting Events 

Al Loureiro - Proprietor 
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MILESTONES~ 
Edith Pearlman Wins 
Literature Prize-------

The Universi ty of Pittsburgh 
Press has a nnounced tha t Edith 
Pearlman is the winner of the 
1996 Drue Heinz Literature 
Prize. 

Her collection of short s to
ries, Vaquita and Other Stories, 
was chosen from 246 manu
scripts submi tted to the contest 
by published writers. Pearlman, 
the 16th winner of the annual 
prize, will receive a $10,000 cash 
award, and he r book will be 
published by the Univers ity of 
Pittsburgh Press in November 
1996. 

Roselle n Brown, the final 
judge for this year's contest, says 
o f Pea rlman's m a nusc ript: 

"What a pleasure it is to see the 
characters of Vaquita living their 
rich li ves in the tumultuous and 
d ifficult world . These charac
ters are experienced but not 
cynical, sophistica ted and wry 
and hopeful in spite of every 
terrible thing they've seen, and 
Edith Pearlman's generous in
telligence keeps them from look
ing fooli s_h for their commit
ment. They are perplexed , des
perate, amused, skeptical - in 
other words, they represent civi
lized virtues and civili zed vices, 
the bes t and wors t of us, only 
much.improved by Pearlman's 
ins ig ht and wit." 

Pearlman is a Providence 

King Hussein and Shimon Peres 

native. She has twice won the 
O'Henryprizeand the PENSyn
dica ted Fiction Award, and pub
lished more than one hundred 
s tories and essays in magazines, 
journals, and newspapers. 

Pea rl man s till composes on a 
typewriter. She said she enjoys 
wa tching the words scroll out of 
the machine and she li kes being 
able to "pull a paper out in a 
rage." The last 10 drafts of her 
manuscripts a re done on a com
p uter. As she said, "Wri ting is 
most I y rewriting, every sentence 
is up fo r correction." The short 
s tory and personal essay are her 
favorite forms. 

to Receive Liberty Medals ______ _ 
The Interna tional Selection 

Commission for the Philade l
phia Liberty Medal has named 
His Majesty Hussein I, king of 
the Hashemit kingdom of Jor
dan,and His Excellency Shimon 
Peres, prime mi nis terof the State 
of Israel, as co-recipients of the 
1996 award . 

The Liberty Meda l and its 
accompanying $100,000 w ill be 
presented at Independence Hall 

in Philadelphia as a focus of the 
city's Fourth of July celebration. 
Pe res has agreed to accept the 
award in Philadelphia, and the 
commission hopes that Hussein 
wi ll join in the ceremonies as 
wel l. 

T he Philadelphia Liberty 
Medal, established in 1988 to 
heighte11 recognition of the pri n
ci p ies tha t founded this nation 
a nd to serve as a lasting legacy 

to the 200th anniversary of the 
U.S. Constitution, honors an in
dividual or an orga nization tha t 
has d emons tra ted leadership 
a nd vis ion in the pursuit of lib
erty of conscience o r freedom 
from oppression, ignorance, or 
depriva tion. 

, It is administered by a non
profi t, non-po litica l organiza
tion, We the People 2000. 

HeckerHeadsSpeakersBureau---1, ---

Henry R. Hecker, a veteran 
Jewish communal public rela
tions/marke ting executive, has 
been named director o f the 
Israel Bonds Speakers Bureau 
by Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Na than 
Sharony, president and CEO of 
the bonds o rganiza tion. 

H ecker s ucceeds the la te 
Frank Simmons, former long
time director of the division. 

lsrael Bonds, Hecker served as a 
marketing / communica tio ns 
cons1,1ltant to diverse fund-rais
ing and educa tion o rganiza
tions . H e has recently been 
elected to the position of p resi
dent of the American Jewish 
Public Relations Society. 

Hecker has served as com
munications director of ,the Jew
ish Community Centers Asso
ciation of North America, and 
as director of the Na tional 
Speakers Bureau and assis ta nt 
director of public re lations a t 
national United Jewish Appea l. 

Daniels Weds Barker 
Rachel Marla Daniels of War

wick, R.J. and Adam Seth Barker 
of Warwick, R.I., were married 
May 18 at Ledgemont Country 
C lub in Seekonk, Mass. The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stuart Daniels of Cranston, 
RI. The bridegroom is the son of 
Mrs. a nd Mrs. Jeffrey Gandolfo 
of Cheshire, Conn. 

Officiating were Rabbi 
George Astrachan and Cantor 
Remmie Brown. 

The matron of honor was 
Dara Daniels, sis ter of the bride. 
Bridesmaids were Dori Bosler, 
sis ter of the bridegroom; Erica 
Rothbard, Pamela Galler, and 
Nicole Aberbach. Junior brides
maid was Amanda Gandolfo, 

, 

sister o f the bridegroom. Flower 
girl was Zoe Weiner. 

Best man was Jeremy Jack
so n. Ushers w ere Michae l 
Cardonick and Adam Coplan. 

The bride g radua ted from 
Cranston High School West and 
the Universi ty of Hartford -
magna cum laude in elemen
tary educa tion. 

The bridegroom graduated 
from the George Washington 
University cum laude. He is em
ployed by Cookson America in 
Providence as benefits coordi
nator. 

Their wedding trip was to 
Aruba. They now reside in War
wick. R.l. 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Barker 

. I 

A dedicated, energetic and 
astute administrator, Hecker has 
devoted nearly two d ecades to 
the advancement of Israel and 
world Jewry. Most recently, he 
served as deputy director of 
marketing and communications 
a t the Is rae l Bondsorganization,
which raises 1 billion investment 
dolla rs annually fo r Israel. 

Peres Reviews Achievements-----
Prior to his association with 
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by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JT A)-Outgo

mg Israeli Pnme Minister Shi
mon Peres bade farewell last 
week to his Cabinet, praising the 
government for bringing about 
"revolutionary achievements." 

Peres,tlso hailed his slain pre
decessor, YitzhakRabin,asa man 
who gave his life for peace. 

He said the government 
fo rmed after the assassi na lion 
continued in the pa th laid ou t 
by Rabin. 

"This was an excellent, just 
a nd respons ib le government 
w hich presided over a his toric 
chapter of the Jewish people," 
Peres said. "Thank G-d tha t we 
no longer rule over" another 
people. 

Und e r the governme nt 
formed by Rabin, Israel signed 
self-rule agreements with the 
Palestinia ns and a peace trea ty 
w ith Jordan. It a lso establis hed 
l0w-level ti es w ith Tunis ia , 
Morocco, Mauritania, Qa ter and 

Oman. 
Peres a lso pointed to the eco

nomic benefi ts of the peace pro
cess, such as record levels of 
foreign investment and tourism. 

Pere, said , "There has been 
no government such as thi_s on_e, 
which has served the nation 111 
every sphere, with so much se
riousness, devotion and respon
sibility ." 

JNF Appoints Directors-at-Large-----
Mi lto n S. Shapiro, Jewish 

Na tional Fund president, an
nounced the appoi ntme nt of 
eight d irectors-a t-large at a re
centAdminis tra ti veComm,ttee 
meeting a t JN F headquarters in 
New York City. 

The dirccto rs-,1 t-large will 
help develop policcs,guidelincs 
,1 nd s tr,, tl'gieson behalf of JNF's 
fund-rai sing c,1mp,1ign They 
cnn1e rrom v,uiou"i cnrnrnuni~ 
lies, h,1ve devoted their li ves lo 

Jsrae , and the Jewish people, 
and bring a broad range of ex
perience to JNF. 

T he a ppointees includ e: 
Allen Fox of Jupi ter, Fla. and 
Philadelphia; Robert J. Harris
burg of l'or tl a nd , Maine; 
Malcolm HoenleinofNewYork 
City; Joyce Ki ley of New York 
City; R,1bbi Irving Lehrman of 
Miami Bl',1Ch, f' la .; Dr. l'vlichael 
Miller nf New York Ci ty; Lester 
l'oll.ick of Nl'w York City; and 

Marjorie Sco tt of Coconu t 
Grove, Fla. 

"Over the yea rs these eight 
dynamic individ_uals have ex
pressed their love for Israel by 
playing major ro les in JNF's 
ca mpaign," sa id Shapiro. 
"W,."re deligh ted th,1 t they will 
help s hape our direction at the 
highes t level." 
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A Malta SJory 
Part 2 of Two Parts 

by Mike Fink 
hangs in the embassy there. 
When I returned to Paris for my 
flight home, I phoned him, vis
ited hisOdeonapartment,dined 
with him, and gave him my ac
count of the success of Paolino. 

Gay Activist Views Israel as Model 
for Other Countries 

Herald Contribuing Reporter The director of the War Mu
seum asked me if the New
port War College or any 

other public agency might wish 
to sponsor a show from his ga l
lery to remind the world of the 
unique gift of total resis tance in 
Malta, a strategic spot on the 
quest for oi l, the search that 
brought Rommel and the allies 
to the same fatefu l places. 

The full tale is told on film, 
but the British movie no longer 
exis ts. You may sti ll get hold of 
a rare video of it. 

I didn' t have to borrow one 
from the museum, because I 
brought my own copy in my 
small travel kit. Starring Alec 
Guinness and Jack Hawkins, 
"The Malta Story" carries the 
virtues of dignity and depth. It 
rings true without violent scenes 
or corny propaganda-a work 
of art acknowledged here in 
Malta above anywhere else. 

Meanwhile, the ambassador 
was packing up his own kit to 
depart for his own forthcoming 
fight for a seat in Congress. Dig
nitaries invited him toa number 
of formal luncheons in fabulous 
villas. He tookmealong,always. 
in my light pastel lavender sum
mer jacket, not in a dark suit to 
suit the occasions. I did my best 
to pick up the right fork. 

When I took off from Malta 
to take up a quick teaching 
post in Brittany, the connec
tion was so immediate they 
lost my luggage. It didn' t reach 
me for several days. All my 
research and my rolls of film 
strayed off into space like kit
tens or puppies until they 
made their way back to me 
and cheered me up again. 

In the meantime I had only 
my memory of the drama of my 
weekend. Regular readers may 
recall I went to Ya le and the 
Sorbonne with a former ambas
sador to Malta, whose portrait 

Jim Rentschler has book
shelves from cei ling to floor 
upon fourwalls,all loaded with 
volumes in French, Rumania n, 
Portuguese and English. Alan
guage major, he has the gift of 
tongues, and can speak with 
ease and poise on literature or 
politics. And yet, he had been 
divorced when he served as 
a mbassador. 

"The Maltese people are very 
conservative, traditional, and 
family-oriented," said Rents
chler. "Maybe that is why they 
love Joe so sincerely. He projects 
frankness, warmth, and good 
feeling. They have rapport, Joe 
and the people of Malta. There's 
no question about it." This is 
what I told Rentschler, and I felt 
good saying it. 

So theJewssuffered in Malta. 
Once they thrived there. Then 
they fell from grace into bond
age. Under British rule they 
came back. Disraeli and 
Montefiore stopped by to wish 
them well on their way to Pales
tine. Now, there are few Jews in 
Malta. I was a Jew of Malta for a 
few days at least. I join other 
obscure, ancient, or recent and 
famous Jews who visit embas
sies in Malta and perhaps leave 
a trace of their presence in that 
enchanted tiny realm. 

Shylock was drawn from 
many sources, Malta strongly 
among them. Who knows how 
a word in the right place can fit 
somebody's story? 

Only, this time, I brought the 
ambassador with me. I thank 
him for his graci_ous reception, 
his good fellowship, and his 
cordia l greeting to the Jewish 
community, who came to his 
farewell reception and toasted 
his future. I add my l'chaim, 
from near as well as far. 

by Alan H. Feiler 
Baltimore Jewish Times 

BALTIMORE (JT A) - Liora 
Morie! is a 47-year-old graduate 
student and a self-described revo
lutionary, whose mission in life 
is to fight for the rights of homo
sexuals, particularly in Israel. 

"For a long time, ( felt [being 
a lesbian] was nobody's busi
ness. The people close to me 
knew, and why should anyone 
else care?" said the Tel Aviv
born Morie!, who lives with her 
partner in Bethesda, Md., a sub
urb of Washington, D.C. 

"But I realized it couldn' t be 
private as long as it was deemed 
immoral, perverse, wrong," said 
Morie!, a leading gay and 
women's rights activist in Israel. 

It's incumbent upon people 
like me, who have nothing to 
lose and have been activists pre
viously, to come out and pub
licly advocate the cause of the 
lesbigay (lesbian-bisexual-gay] 
community," Morie! said. 

"I think we' ve really been a 
light of Zion unto the nations, 
and one of the finest examples 
of how Israel can go in a pro
gressive direction," she said. 
"What we've accomplished I'd 
like to see other rr.inorities ac
complish." 

From 1991 to 1993, Morie! 
served as spokeswoman and 
chairwoman of an Israeli gay 
rights group, the Society for the 
Pro\ectionof Personal Rights. Her 
responsibilities included speak
ing to the Knesset and media 
about gay issues, as well as orga
nizing rallies and conferences. 

Morie! believes that Israeli so
ciety, despite the prevalence of 
Middle Eastern attitudes regard
ing sexuality and the precepts of 
halachah, or Jewish law, tends to 
be more accepting of homosexu
als than American society. 

"Being a lesbian in Israel is 
not a dangerous pursuit. What 
one does with their life is con
sidered their business," she said. 

Father· Comes of Age -with Son 
by Debbie Offenberg 

Jewish Bulletin of 
Northern California 

SAN FRANCISCO (JT A) The 
day his son was born was the 
day David Rosenzweig decided 
to become a bar mitzvah. Until 
then, he had never given the 
matter much thought. 

"The moment Josh was born 
my world changed. I suddenly 
rea lized how important it was 
to establish some bond to our 
history. I had to reach back and 
complete my connection to my 
father - and with every gen
eration," he said. 

Two months ago, the47-year
o ld Rosenzweig finally cel
ebrated his bar mitzvah in a 
double ceremony with 13-year
old Jqsh. Reading from the same 
Torah portion and delivering 
individual commentary to an 
audience of 180, father and son 
united in making Temple 
Israel's first intergenerational 
bar mitzvah. 

" IL was rea lly very moving to 
witnesstheaffirmationofthe two 
genera tions," recalled Rabbi 
Patricia Karlin-Neumann of 
Temple Israel in Alameda, Calif. 

But no one was more moved 
than Josh, an only chi ld who 
said he was thrilled to share his 
big day with his father because 
celebrating a bar mitzvah "was 

-something Dad never got the 
chance to do when he grew up." 

Raised by a Christian mother 
and Jewish father in a small Ohjo 
town, R~senzweig was brought 
up "mostly Christian" but made 
a conscious decision to steer his 
adult life toward Judaism. 

He said he always felt more 
drawn to his Jewish roots and 
when he met his wife, Tara, who 
is Jewish, his decision to em
brace Judaism was reinforced. 

Yet, even though he had a 

L'SAN INTERIORS 

Jewish wedding and has since 
led a Jewish life, the prospect of 
a bar mitzvah·held little appeal. . 

Until Josh came along, that is. 
"lcould never havedoneitwith

out Josh. He was wonderful and 
very supportive. He even helped 
me with my Hebrew, which, until 
last year, I didn't know how to 
read," said Rosenzweig. 

Rosenzweig began taking 
Hebrew lessons in his "spare 
time" in May 1995. 

What made the day particu
larly meaningful to Tara 
Rosenzweig was watching his 
husband's 93-year-old father 
"beaming" from the front row, 
with tears in his eyes. 

Window Treatments and Accessories 
LISA PELLEGRINO 
Interior Decorator 

5600 Post Road 
East Greenwich, RI 02818 
( 40 l ) 885-9050 

"In Israel, if you're Jewish, 
you're by definition human and 
part of the family. Here (the 
United States), people still 
struggle with the definition of 
'American,' and gays and lesbi
ans are not considered true 
Americans." 

There are more gay parades, 
bars and bookstores, "but it's a 
subculturewhereyoufeelalien," 
Morie! said. 

Morie! said the decriminal
izationof homosexual acts eight 
years ago served as a watershed 
event for Israel's gay rights 
"revolution." Israeli labor laws 
and army regulations have since 
been amended to prohibit dis
crimination of people because 
of sexual orientation, she said. 

Israeli police officers now re
ceivesensitivity training regard
ing gay rights and gay-bashing, 
Morie! said, and city mayors 
maintain an ongoing dialogue 
with gay activists to coordinate 
parades and events. 

In addition, Israel now has 
an unprecedented number of 
gay meeting places, nightclubs 
and theatrical productions. 

Four years ago, Morie! 
gained fame there by " taking 
the Jesbigay movement out of 
the closet" when she appeared 
on a popular Israeli television 
talk show with her partner and 
mother, "and publicly came out 
of the closet." 

Unlike its American coun
terpart, the Israeli gay move
ment prefers to take a more low
key approach, Morie! said. ''The 
idea is not to say, 'We're queer, 
get used to it.' We say, 'We're 
your friends, fami ly and we 
trust that our bond won't 
change.'" 

Morie! criticizes the "more 
militant" American gay rights 
movement for being "not well
thought out, and.there's been a 
lot of rethinking about it. I think 
we got further in Israel by not 
being abrasive and acting as a 
mainstream advocacy group." 

Morie!, who plans to move 
back to the Jewish state next 
year, said the Israeli gay rights 
movement is now advocating 
legislation to provide for pen
sion and social security benefits 
for gay couples. 

Catch It Before It Leaves Town 
by Mike Fink 

Herald Contributing Reporter 
The Cable Car is still show

ing "The Diary of Anne Frank," 
by Jon Blair, after its stay at the 
Avon. It's not just a replay of the 
book or the play. It goes way 
beyond the personal story. 

The interviews with both 
Miep Gies, the Dutch contact 
person who hid the Franks, Ger
man immigrants to the Nether
lands, in the now-famous an
nex, currently a museum, domi
nate the movie. But the testi
mony of Anne's friends, now of 
course elderly people, cannot 
fail to move and instruct. 

You remember the dentist 
who shares Anne's bedroom? 
Blair found his son in London 
and gets his word on his father's 
own story, apart from Anne's 
portrait. And then, Peter Pepper, 
the dentist's son, dies of cancer 
before his point of view is com
plete. So, this documentary has a 
power and poignancy of its own. 

This is a magnificent piece of 

work. You are reminded of the 
absolutely awful fate of Anne's 
generation. The neo-Nazis ac
cused the diary of being a forg
ery. Blair' s film lays that lie to 
rest. 

"Anne Frank" is not a tear
jerker. It is packed with infor
mation,and it pulls no punches. 
Yes, therewascollaborationand 
betrayal in Amsterdam. Yes, the 
Germans were unspeakably 
cruel and satanic. Yes, Anne's 
death was a loss to the world of 
art and culture, like the death of 
her schoolmates. 

I go on record as praising this 
delicate and forceful flick, for its 
thoroughness, its courage, its 
dark beauty. The final image 
showsAnneatherwindow,just 
before the war, moving her head 
and looking out at the world 
that was closing in on her. 

Jdareyoutoseeit. lt'splenty 
painful. You will grieve. And 
yet, as a work of filmmaking, it 
isa substantial and sublime, and 
a tragic, achievement. 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

Jewish Groups Help Black Churches House Passes Legislation 
· to Curb Investment in Iran 

by Heather Camlot 
NEW YORK (JT A) - The 

Sunday after a fire destroyed 
the Matthews Murchland Pres
byterian -church in Charlotte, 
N.C., members of the local Jew
ish community showed solidar
ity by joining the black congre
gation in services. 

"On this one day of worship, 
the people of G-d stood to
gether," the Rev. Larry Hill said 
during a recent visit. "Jewish 
life in the world has been very 
similar to black life. The differ
ences that arise from time to 

time" do not pull us apart. 
Hill addressed the New York 

Board ofRabbis, which, together 
with the Foundation for Ethnic 
Understanding, has established 
a fund to help rebuild his Char
lotte church. 

It is "very, very importa nt 
that the Jewish community not 
be so arrogant and naive to think 
that this could not happen to 
synagogues," said Rabbi Marc 
Schneier, president of the foun
dation. He added that Jews 
should . be "ra llying together 
with our brothers and sisters in 

JNF Rejects Large Donation 

the South." 
The ra bbinica l board is 

among several Jewish organi
zations that have responded to 
the rash of arson attacks that 
have struck a t least 37 Southern 
churches, most of them pre
domina ntly black, in the past 18 
months. 

Recently, the American Jew
ish Committee launched a fund
raising e ffort to rebuild the 
burned churches in conjunction 
with the Nationa l Council of 
Churches and the National Con
ference of Catholic Bishops. 

From Messianic Jewish Group-----
by Debra Nussbaum Cohen 

NEW YORK ()TA) - A 
prominent Messia nic Jewish 
evangelist says he has raised 
more than $100,000 for the Jew
ish National Fund, but the )NF 
doesn' t want it. 

The JNF is trying to dista nce 
itself from Zola Levitt and his 
fellow evangelists, who attempt 
to persuade Jews that Jesus is 
the Messiah. 

The rejection came soon after 
the )NF dropped plans to plant 
a forest of about 10,000 trees, 
worth about $50,000, on behalf 
of the Messia nic Jewish Alliance 
of America. 

TheJNF is now in the process 
of developing a policy on dona
tions from Messia nic Jewish 
groups. 

Messianic groups are wag
ing an ongoing quest to blend 
into the mainstrea m of the Jew
ish community by participa ting 
in organiza tion such as the JWF. 

The implied imprima tur of 
mains trea m Jewish g roups 
lends the missionaries the cred
ibility with Jews that they seek. 

Levitt is a Jew-turned-evan
gelica) Christian who has built a 
career capitalizing on the Jew
ishness he was born with to try 
to proselytize the Jewish people. 

He hosts a weekly television 
show on which he has had as 
guests Israeli Likud officials, 

.,1cluding Prime Minister-elect 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Yitzhak 
Shamir and Ariel Sharon; former 
Labor member of Knesset and 
Third Way lead e r Avigd o r 
Kahalani; and David Bar-lla n, 
the editor of the Jerusalem Post. 

He interviewed Netanyahu 
at the Knesset for a show tha t 
was first broadcastin early 1995. 

Levitt's show is carried by 
independerit and cable network 
televisions stations across the 
country, and is seen.by about 1 
million people a week, accord
ing to his producer. 

He also has an impressive 
web site on the Internet. It was 
on "Zola's Bulletin Board" that 
someone in theJNF's Pi ttsburgh 
office saw that he had urged his 
followers to p lant trees in Israel 
through the JNF. 

In a message on his site, titled 
"Trees for the Kingdom," Levitt 
wrote: "Thanks to the blood of 
Christ, the sacrificia l lam b of 
G-d, our firstborn are safe. He 
died ·so that we could live. And 
what a covenant He gave us, 
tha t didn' t necessita te blood on 
our doorposts this Passover! 

"How can we ever repay 
him? Answer: We can't. If only 
there were some ta ngible way 
we could give life to something 
He loves, as a small token. 

"There is: Contribute to the 
reforestation of the Holy !.,~nd ." 

Turkey Vows to Maintain 
Milit~ry Acco-rd W.ith -lsrael . 

by Suzan N. Tarablus 
1ST ANBUL, Turkey (JT AJ

A recent two-day visit to Tur
key by Israeli President Ezer 
Weizma n has g iven a new 
prominence to the growing ties 
between Israel and Turkey. 

During a meeting w i\ h 
Weizma n, Turkish President 
Suleyman Dernirel vowed that 
Ankara would not cancel the 
military pact that the two coun
tries sig ned in Februa ry, 
Weizman later told a group of 
Turkish businessmen. 

He said Demi rel had told him 
that "no one will tell Israel and 
Turkey what to do." 

Demirel's comments regard
ing the pact, as rela ted by 
Weizman, came only days after 
the leaders of Syria, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt urged Tur
key to cancel it. 

"The agreement will not be 

canceled and it will continue 
without interruption," Weiz
man reportedly told the group 
of businessmen. 

Details of the past officially 
remain secret, but according to 
a copy of the agreement leaked 
recently, it calls for the two coun
tries to expand military coop
eration by land and sea during a 
fi ve-year period . 

Egypt, which signed a peace 
trea ty with Israel in 1979, has 
been among the most vocal op
ponents of the accord in the Arab 
world, expressing reserva tions 
about whether it would disturb 
the regional balance of power. 

Weizman said during his visit 
to Turkey that Israel is not inter
ested in posing any kind of threat 
to other Arab countries in the 
region through its developing 
ties with Turkey. 

1 t then goes on to list the cost 
of trees, the address of the JNF's 
Housto n o ffice and its tree
order phone number. 

Shortl y a fter being made 
aware of Levitt's marketing of 
the Je"."ish group, JNF Execu
tive Vice President Samuel 
Cohen sent him a letter telling 
him to stop. 

TheMay 29.letter asked Levitt 
"to desist from referring to the 
Jewish Nationa l Fund or JNF in 
connection with any proselytiz
ing" he does. 

The bearded missionary is 
not happy about the missive and 
described it as "a threat from 
the Je"lish Na tioi:ia l Fund." 

"We've given tens of thou
sands of dollars, over $100,000" 
to the JNF, he said in a tele
phone interview from _his Dal
las home. 

"It's so offensive, it's so dis
criminatory" that they do not 
want our money, he said. Cohen 
said, "Using our name in a con
text like this crosses a line that is 
rea lly reprehensible to us." 

"His ends are inimical to us 
a nd to everything we believe," 
Cohen said. "We will not per
mit it." 

Foundation 
Documents 

Achievements 
In its 30-year-his tory, the 

-Memorial Foundation for Jew
ish Culture has trained more 
than 8,000 scholars, researchers, 
rabbis, educators, social work
ers and communa l leaders, an_d 
published more than 4,000 vol
umes on Jewish topics in 30 lan
guages. Its mission has been to 
restore the traditions and heri
tageof the Jewish people in com
munities devastated during the 
Holocaust. These acluevements 
are documented in a 30th anni
versary report published re
cently. The 32-page repo rt, 
titled, "A Heritage Restored ," 
wi ll ·be di s tributed a t the 
foundation's biennia l meeting 
of trustees in Buenos Aires, Ar
gentina, July 16 to 18, according 
to Dr. Jerry Hochbaum, execu
tive vice president. 

Persons wishing to -obtain a 
copy of "A Heritage Renewed" 
may write to the foundation a t 
15 Eas t 26th St., New York, NY 
10010 or ca ll (212) 679-4074. 

by Matthew Dorf 
WASHINGTO N (JT A) 

Aware tha t Iran cannot sponsor 
terrorism wi thout money, Con
gress has ta ken s teps to try to 
end European investment in the 
sta te's lucrative petroleum in
dustry. 

The HouseofRepresentatives 
unanimously passed a measure 
recently, 415-0, that in effect 
imposes a U.S.governmentboy
cott on all overseas companies 
tliat invest in Iran's decaying oil 
fields and refineries. 

The Senate was expected to 
follow suit. 

The measure was hailed by 
the American Israel Public Af
fairs Committee as "one of the 
most important pieces of legis
lation in years." 

It would force foreign firms 
to choose between doing busi
ness with Ira n or the United 
States. 

Under the threat of the legfa
lation, at least four European 
com.panies have backed away 
from planned deals with Iran 
worth more than a total·of $10 
billion. 

The measure also imposes 
sanctions on international firms 
selling oil technology to Libya . 

President Clinto n banned 
American firms from trading 
with Iran last year. White House 

officials said Clinton would sign 
the measure known as the Iran 
Foreign Oil Sanctions Act. 

By cutting off money to Iran's 
energy industry, supporters of 
the bill hope tha t the _cash 
squeeze will curtail the militant 
Islamic regime's support for ter
ronsm. 

Under the legisla tion, ifa for
eign company invests more than 
$40 million annually in Iran's 
oil sector, the U.S. president 
mustimpose anytwoofsixsanc
tions mandated by the legisla
tion. 

The leveling of such sanctions 
would amount to a de facto boy
cott. 

The sanctions include deny
ing the firm U.S. government 
loans and credits, banning the 
company from bidding for U.S. 
government contracts, prevent
ing the firm from receiving ex
port licenses to ship goods to 
the United States and blocking 
loans from U.S. banks. 

In addition, fina ncial institu
tions could lose eligibility to re
ceive U.S. government deposits 
and trade in debt instruments, 
including U.S. go vernment 
bonds. 

The president could waive 
the sanctions if he determines 
that it is in the national interest 
of the United States. 

PAYING A VISIT - U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno recently 
spoke at the Simon Wiesenthal Center's Museum of Tolerance. 

Photo courtesy of tl,e SitJJOII Wiesentl,al Center 

Reno Visits Museum of Tolerance 
U.S. Attorney General Janet 

Reno recently visited the Simon 
Wiesentha!Center's Museum of 
Tolerance in Los Angeles where 
more than 350 community lead
ers gathered for her special ad
dress on international terrorism. 

She chose the museum asJhe 
site to announce that through 
the cooperative efforts of the 
Clinton administra tion and the 
Germangoverru11ent, an historic 
agreement was reached to pro
vide repara tio ns fo r Hugo 
Princz and other American citi
zens who suffered persecution 

1 in Nazi concentration camps. 
Reno praised the work of the 

Wiesenthal Center and its name
sake Simon Wiesentha l, calling 
him "a n individua l who has 
devoted his life to ensuring that 
Holocaust victims receive a jus
tice in death that they were de
nied in li fe. More than any other 
individual, Simon Wiesenthal 
has kept alive the issue of un
punished Nazi criminals ." 

Following her speech, the at
torney general visited the mu-

seum accompa nied by Rabbi 
Marvin Hier, dean and founder 
of the center; Rabbi Abraham 
Coope r, associate d ean; Dr. 
Gerald Margolis, d irector of the 
Museum of Tolera nce; a nd 
Rabbi Meyer May, executive 
director. 

At the co11clusion of her tour 
she signed the center's Book of 
Re111e111bra11ce, "Tha nk you for 
ensuring that the world will 
never forget." 

Don't Call Him 
'Bibi' Anymore 

by Naomi Segal 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - You 

can ca ll him prim<' mi nister or 
Benjami n Netanya hu, bu t you 
can' t call him "13ibi" a nymore. 

The spokesman for lhe prime 
minis ler-clecl has demanded 
tha t journa lis ts s lop us ing 
Netanya hu's nickname. 
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WORLD AND NATIONAL NEWS 

Argentine Offer Divides 
Local ·Jewish Community 

by Sergio Kiernam 
BUENOSAIRES (JTA)-The 

Argentine government will pay 
$12million to the Argentine Jew
ish community as reparations 
for the July 18, 1994 bombing of 
the Argentine Mutual Aid As
sociation. 

News of the payment divided 
the Argentine Jewish commu
nity, with some wanting to re
ject the government's offer. 

"That's blood money," said a 
Jewish community official who 
wished to remain anonymous. 

"Wecannottake money from 
a government we criticize for 
the handling of the investiga
tion of the bombing." The offi
cial said. "Taking even a dime 
would soi l us . Also, it could be 
perceived as a sort of reverse 
discrimination: People are hurt
ing all over, and Jews get a spe
cial treatment." 

The bombing of the associa
tion, a lso known as AMIA, 
claimed 86 lives and left more 
than 300 wounded. 

Argentine President Carlos 
Menem signed a decree earlier 
this month that the money be 
paid to AMIA in 12 monthly 
installments, starting in Janu
a ry 1997. 

According to the decree, $11 
million is being given "toward 
the reconstruction of the AMIA 
building" and $12 million "for 
the creation of a museum of the 
Holocaust." 

Last year, the Argentine gov-

ernrnent donated a building in 
downtown Buenos Aires for the 
crea tion of a Holocaust mu
seum. 

Whi le some in the Jewish 
community want to turn down 
the government's offer, others 
are being more cautious, saying 
that an outright rejection of the 
payment would be insulting to 
the government. 

Some in this camp have pro
posed that the community take 
the money and donate it to a 
non-Jewish hospital or charity. 

A third group said Argentine 
Jews should take the money and 
use ittoupgradesecurity incom
munity sites and schools. 

"Many Jews accepted money 
from the German government 
as reparations for Nazi persecu
tion," said a n official. "Why not 
us? We could help those 
wounded in the attack that need 
special medical care and help 
the families of the victims." 

The official pointed out that 
insurance for Jewish commu• 
nity building is at a premium as 
a consequence of the bombing. 

Although the decree said the 
money should be used for the 
recons truction of the AMIA 
building, commu;,ity sources 
said the new, $5.5 million build
ing is almost all paid for. 

The old building was report
edly insured for $3 million and 
AMIA was able to raise a fur
ther" $i .6 million. 

Coalition Agreements Set 
Off Non-Orthodox Alarms 

by Cynthia Mann 
NEW YORK (JT Al-Ameri

can Jews in the forefront of the 
right for religious pluralism in 
Israel are expressing alarm over 
the agreements signed by Prime, 
Minister-elect Benjamin Netan
yahu and his Orthodox coali
tion partners. 

"Weare frightened" by "com
mitments the government is 
prepared to make to deleg
itimize non-Orthodox religious 
Jew ry," said Rabbi Jero me 
Epstein,executivevicepresident 
of the United Synagogue of Con
serva tive Judaism. 

Among the agreements re
portedly reached between Net
anyahu and two religious parties 
- Shas and the National Reli
gious Party - is one that would 
de legitimize non-Orthodox con
versions in Israel, and another 
that would bar Reform and Con
servative representatives from 
serving on religious councils. 
Both would undermine recent 
Supreme Court rulings. 

Speaking to the conference 
of Presidents of Major Ameri
can Jewish Organizations last 
week, Zalman Shoval, a Likud 
Party officia I, pledged that there 
would be no change in the "sta
tus quo" governing religious 
matters . 

But such a pledge mea ns dif
ferent things todifferenl people. 
To some, it means pro!ecling 
advances made by non-Ortho
dox movements, through the 
Supreme Court, to break the 
monopoly of the Orthodox over 
reli~ious life in lsr~PI. 

To others, it means preserv
ing continuing Orthodox hege
mony over religious affairs, 
from marriage to burial, a con
trol that has existed since the 
state's founding, despite recent 
court rulings challenging it. 

Shoval said he made the 
pledge on beha lf of the new 
prime minister, but since then, 
Netanyahu has concluded deals 
withthereligiouspartiestoform 
a new government, sp!3rking 
renewed concern in many Jew
ish circles. 

"Words of reassura nee that 
there will be no movement back
ward are meaningless," said 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of 
the Reform movement's Union 
of American Hebrew Congre
gations. "What we've seen to 
date indicates exactly the oppo
si te." 

The two reversals would 
"constitute a tremendous blow 
and affront to our movement 
a nd our membership," Yoffie 
added. 

Epstein called it "very prob
lematic" for Israel to ban non
Orthodox conversiogs because 
it delegitimizes non-Orthodox 
rabbis .. 

He said a meeting with Net
anyahu, "who wants to build 
re la ti ons hips with the di 
aspora," would help the new 
Israeli leaders "understand the 
strong feelings" of Conserva
tive and Reform Jews, who rep
resent 85 percent to 90 percent 
of affiliated Jews in the United 
Stales. 

Hail and Farewell! 
On the left, Melvin Merians, former chairman of the board of the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, reads a proclamation in honor of Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, who is stepping 
down after 23 years as president of the UAHC. The event was a fund-raiser for UAHC's 
Endowment Program. Photo by Robert A. C11111i11s 

U.S. Survivors of Nazi Camps Can 
Still Get German Compensation 

by Tom Tugend 
LOSANGELES(JTA)Ameri

can citizens imprisoned in Nazi 
concentration camps can seek 
restitution from the German 
government through a new U.S. 
government program. 

"ltis essential that those who 
suffered at the hands of the Na
zis receive repara tions for what 
they 'lost," said U.S. Attorney 

-Genera l Janet Reno, who an
nounced the program June 13 at 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center. 
"We can' t calcula te their loss in 
mere money, but we can seek to 
redress their losses." 

The Holocaust Claims Pro
gram isanoutgrowth of thecase 
of Hugo Princz, who battled the 
German and U.S. governments 
for 40 years to obtain repara
tions for the 38 months he was 
held in Treblinka, Auschwitz 
and Dachau. His parents and 
six siblings died in the camps. 

Princz, now 73, was born to a 
naturalized American business
man in what is now Slovakia, 
making him a U.S. citizen at 
birth. Although the family had 

American passports, they were 
imprisoned by th~ Nazis. 

In September, the United 
Sta tes and Germany signed an 
agreement under which Princz 
and 10 other American survi
\lors shared a one-time payment 
of$2.1 million from the German 
government. 

Reno estimated that there 
may be five to 50 such survivors 
who, like Princz, fell through 
the cracks and were never com
pensated. 

This number may include 
some American Jewish service
men, who were sent to slave 
labor camps after being cap
tured. 

However, the claims agree
ment specifically excludes, at 
Germany's insistence, survi vars 
who were only subject to forced 
labor, as well as those who al
ready receiv_ed any amount of 
compensation. 

The amount of money paid 
to future claimants will depend 
on their concentration camp ex
periences, as well as on the total 
figure~ negotiated by the U.S. 

and German governments. 

Rep. Howard Berman (D
Calif.), who, with the New Jer
sey congressionaLdelegation, 
championed legislation lead ing 
to the Holocaust Claims Pro
gram, urged Justice Department 
officials to "err on the side of 
inclusion" in considering sur
vi vars claims. 

"This is especially important 
in the case of survivors who 
suffered loss of liberty or physi
cal abuse from Nazi persecu
tion, but who may not have ac
tually been in a camp," Berman 
said. 

Delissa Ridgway,chair of the 
Foreig n Claims Settlement 
Corµmission, promised to be 
"very flexible in terms of docu
mentation." ' 

Eligible survivors must file 
their claims by Sept. 30 with the 
Foreign Cla ims Settlement 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 
20579. For information or to ob
tain forms, phone (202) 616-6975 
or fax (202) 616-6993. 

Russian Jews Favor Yeltsin----
by Lev Krichevsky 

MOSCOW (JTA) - Russian 
Jews reacted with cautious opti
mism to the result of the first 
round of an election that wi ll 
determine the cou ntry's fu ture. 

"I believe that Yeltsin will 
remain in office, giving all of us 
a char>ce to build a normal hu
man life," Russia's chief rabbi , 
Adoph Shayevich, said after the 
June 16 elections. 

Most of Russia's Jews had 
supported democratic-leani ng 
candida tes. Some communi ty 
leaders voiced optimism abou t 
an ultimate l3oris Yeltsin vic
tory in the runoff, which could 
be held as early as July 3. 

The outcome of the runoff 
will depend in a l~rge p.irt on 
who manages lo woo lhc sup
portprs of nationalist /\lcxandcr 
Lebed, a reti red general who 
had a surprisi nglv ~lrong third-

p lace showing wi th about 15 
percent of the vole. 

Yeltsin is reportedly meeting 
with Lebed to discuss how they 
might cooperate, but the uncer
tainty of thealliancennd ils fruits 
is troubling for some. 

"T here· (I re not guar;intccs 
that those who support Lebed 
wi ll throw their suppprt behind 
the ca ndida te Lebed eventually 
endorses for the presidency," 
said Mark Levin of the Na tional 
Conference on Soviet Jewry. 

Zyuganov also has tried in 
the wake of the election to lure 
Lebed into hisrnmp, though th 
re ti red genera l has in the past 
ruled out joining any Commu
nis t-led coali tion. 

l3ut Lieberma n and other lo
cal experts see Lcbed as one who 
is able lo draw both Communist 
supporters a nd those who have 
historica lly voted for ullrana-

-tionalist Zhirinovsky. 
But even a Yeltsin victory in 

July is not seen by some Jews as 
a sure remedy for the country's 
economic and social ills. 

Yeltsin has been seen as giv
ing into ultranalionalist pres
sures in recent months, a phe
nomenon thM some fear could 
continue. 

The recen t suspension of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel's oper
ating license is one such ex
ample. A June 15 deadline for 
new accred itation has passed 
and it is still nol certain when a 
decision on the renewal will 
occur. 

Get the facts! 
Read the HeralcJI. 
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OBITUARIES 
IRVING S. ABOWITT 

lrvingS. Abowitt,84,ofSanta 
Cruz, Calif., formerly of Provi
dence and New York City, man
ager of the former Block Artists 
Materials Co. on North Main 
Street for many years before re
tiring, died June 15 in Santa 
Cruz. He was the husband of 
the late Mildred Abowitt. 

Born in Fall River, Mass., a 
so n of the late David and 
Rebecca (Zweibelson) Abowitt, 
he lived in Providence 40 years 
and in New York City 40 years 
before moving to Santa Cruz 
two weeks ago. 

He leaves a _daughter, Julie 
Brice in Calif.; four sis te rs, 
Mildred Lazar of Warwick, Dr. 
Lee Wilkens in New Jersey, 
Marion Schimelman and 
Frances Katz, both of East Lyme, 
Conn.; four brothers, Harold 
Abowitt of East Greenwich, Jo
seph Abowitt of Oceanside, Ca
lif., Munroe Abowitt of Paw
tucket, and Morton Abowi tt of 
Warwick, and a granddaugh· 
ter. He was the brother of the 
late Jessie Steingold, Lea h and 
Helen Abowitt. 

A priva te funeral service was 
held in California. 

Notification was supplied by 
Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel, 
825 Hope St., Providence. 

BARBARA DAVIDSON 
PROVIDENCE - Barbara 

Davidson, 75, of Fishing Cove 
Road, North Kingstown, died 
June 18 at Miriam Hospital, 
Providence. She was the wife of 
Oscar Davidson. 

Born in Boston, a daughter of 

the late Abraham and Helen 
(Tarnapol) Blotcher, she lived 
in North Kings town and 
Lauderhill , Fla., for the last 20 
years. 

Besides her husband, she 
leaves three sons, Jeffrey 
Davidson of Nashville, Tenn., 
Peter Davidson of Greenlawn, 
N.Y., and Richard Davidson of 
Seattle, Wash.; a sister, Jacque
line Teverow of Cranston; and 
two grandchildren. She was sis· 
ter of the late RobertJ. Blotcher. 

The funeral service was held 
June 21 at Temple Sinai, 30 Ha
ven Ave., Cranston. Burial was 
in Sinai Memorial Park, War· 
wick. 

Arrangements were made by 
Ma x Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi
dence. 

BENSON E. GOLD 
WARWICK - Benso n E. 

Gold, 61 , of 377 Narragansett 
Parkway, a dental surgeon, died 

· June 18 at the New England 
Deaconess Hospi tal in Boston. 
He was the husband of Shei la 
(Greenstein) Gold . 

Born in Providence, a son of 
the la te Morri s and Es ther 
(Hassenfeld) Gold, he lived in 
Warwick for the last 31 yea rs, 
previously residing in Provi
dence. 

He was a grad ua te of the 
Uni versity of Rhod e Is land , 
Loyo la Universi ty School of 
Dentris try in Chicago and Bos
ton University School of Gradu
ate Dentistry. 

He was founder of the Rhode 
Island Dental Clinic, 917 War-

Max S~algannCh an1 _ ~. ·:·-, 
Memon ape~ 

~ .:':\. Certified by the 
2 "II::= f R.I. Board of Rabbis 

/A\ Member of the Jewish 
~--~ .J f 11neral Directors of America 

. Lewis J. Bosler 

Rhode Island's Oldest Jewish Funeral Home 

458 Hope Street, Providence 
(Comer of Doyle Avenue) 

331-8094 
1-800-447-1267 

Call for 011r 110-mone1;-daw11, pre-need plans. 

wick Ave. He was licensed to 
practice dentistry in Rhode ls
land and Massachusetts. 

He was a member of Congre· 
gation Shaare Zedek, the Touro 
Fraternal Association, Doric 
Masonic Lodge, Palestine 
Shrine, Korean War Veterans 
Association, the National Rifle 
Association and the Providence 
Revolver Club. 

He was a Navy veteran of the 
Korean War. 

Besides his wife, he is sur
vived by four sons, Andrew R. 
Gold of Warwick, Robert D. 
Gold of Chicago, Jason G. Gold 
in Hawaii and Terrence J. Gold 
inFlorida;and two sisters,Selma 
Fishbein of Providence and 
Shirley Dwares of Florida. 

The funeral service was held 
June 20 at Mount Sinai Memo· 
ri al Chapel, 825 Hope St., Provi
dence. Burial was in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 

IllENE LEVINE 
PROVIDENCE - Irene 

Levine, 83, of 348 Grotto Ave., 
died June 15a t the Steere House 
Rehabilitation Center. She was 
the wife of Hyman Levine. 

Born in Providence, she was 
a daughter of the late James and 
Sarah (Rubin) Walker. 

She was a former member of 
Temple Emanuel, and a former 
member o f the C res two od 
Country Club. 

Besides her husba nd, she 
leaves a son, Norman Levine of 
Warwick; a sister, Ruth Meering 
of Albuquerque, N.M .; two 
brothers, Daniel WalkerofWar
wick, and Alvin Walker of 
Boynton Beach, Fla.; three 
granddaughters and three grea t· 
grandsons. She was sister of the 
late Thelma Stairman. 

The funeral service was held 
June 17 at Mount Sinai Memo· 
rial Chapel, 825 Hope St. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Cemetery 
in Warwick. 

- RUTH VECHER 
NORTH PROVIDENCE -

Ruth Vecher, 98, a lifelong resi
dence of Providence, died June 
17 a t the Golden Crest Nursing 
Home in Nor th Providence. 

She had worked at the former 
Outlet d epa rtmen t store in 
downtown Providence, retiring 
in 1981. · 

She leaves no immed iate 

For over 40 years, the owner of Mount Sinai Memorial Chapel. .. 
Mitchell... has served Rhode Island Jewish families over 8,000 times .. : 
as a professional Jewish funeral director ... as did his father and 
grandfather since the 1870s ... with honesty 
and integrity. . 

One of the reasons why the majority of 
Rhode Island Jewish families call 

MOUNT SINAI 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

331-3337 
825 Hope at Fourth Streets 

Pre-need counseling wi th tax-free 
payment planning avai lable. 

Please ca ll for your 
New Year calendar. 

From out of state call : 
1-800-33 1-3337 

Member of Jewish Funeral Directors of America 
Certified by R.I. Board of Rabbis 

survivors. 
A graveside service was held 

June 18 at Lincoln Pa_rk Cem
etery, Warwick. 

Arrangements were made by 
Max Suga rman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St., Provi-
dence. · 

SARAH WEISER 
PAWTUCKET - Sarah 

Weiser, 86, of Cathedral Square, 
died June 22 in the Oak Hill 
Nursing Home, Pawtucket. She
was the widow of Sam Weiser. 

Born in Providence, a daugh
ter of the late Reuben and 
Rebecca Freeman, she lived in 
Providence most of her life and 

in Warwick for three ye'ars. 
She was a member of Had as- · 

sah, the Shaare Zedek, the War
wick Seniors, Temple Beth-el 
and the former Arn David. 

She leaves two sons, Howard 
Weiser of Warwick and Alan 
Weiser of Rockville, Md.; a 
brother, Burt Freeman of Brook
lyn; and five grandchildren, 
David, Jay, Barry and Jeffrey 
Weiser and WendyGottlieb.She 
was the sister of the late Harriet 
Kennedy and Ruth Newman. 

The funeral was held June 24 
a t the Max Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St. Burial was 
in Lincoln Park Cemetery, War
wick. 

Passport Rekindles Debate 
On Fate Of Martin Bormann 

by Serigo Kiernan 
BUENOS AIRES (JT A)-Did 

Marti n Bormann die in Argen
tina? 

After yea rs of speculation, 
the discovery of a passport may 
bring an end tothe mysterysur· 
rounding Adolf Hitler's per· 
sonal aide and treasurer of the 
Nazi Party. 

Bormann, who was fir s t 
thought to have died in Berlin 
at the end of World War II, was 
long believed to have actually 
fled Germa ny for South 
America. 

Recently, a man who remains 
anonymous gave the newspa· 
per La Mananadel Sur(Southern 
Morning) in the northern 
Pa tagoni a resort city of 
Barilochea Uruguayan passport 
bearing the name of Richard 
Bauer, an Italian national. 

Bauer was one of the names 
allegedly used byBorrnanndur
ing his exi le in South America. 

The man, who was identi
fi ed only as "a middle-age, Ger
man man," told La Manana de/ 
Sur thatin 1973he broughtprpp
erty from "a man I suspected 
was a Nazi exi le." The property 
was located in a Chi lean town 
near the border with Argentina. 

After taking possession of the 
house, he found the passport 
and tried to return it. 

"He told me he was moving 
to Argentina for good, and he 
would not be needing it any· 
more," the man told the news
paper. 

"He said healwaysspent long 
spells in Argentina, and that he 
was moving there because Gen. 

Uuan) Peron was returning to 
power," the man said. 

Peron returned from exi le in 
SpainonJune20, 1973,and died 
in office on July 1, 1974. 

Bauer died in Buenos Aires 
in 1975 of liver cancer, the uni· 
dentiijed man told the newspa· 
per. 

He said he was telling the 
story now because he wanted 
"the truth about Bormann to be 
known." 

Sergio Widder, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center representa
ti ve in Argentina, said of the 
report about Bauer's passport 
that "all this is one more version 

- about Bormann." 
"We do not discount it, nor 

do we endorse it," he said. 
Bauer's passport bears the 

number 9892 and was issued at 
the Uruguayan Consulate in 
Genoa, Italy,onjan.3, 1946. The 
bearer's photo, of a balding man 
wearing a dark jacket, a white 
shirt and no ti e, shows a re· 
markable likeness to the last 
ava ilable pictures of Bormann. 

Bormann was one of the most 
powerful men in the Nazi re· 
gime. Toward the end of the 
war, he was secretary general 
and treasurer of the Nazi Party, 
held the second-ranking posi· 
lion in the government and was 
executor of Hitler's wi ll. 

Some believe that Bormann 
died May 1, 1945, a day after 
Hitler's suicide. 

Witnesses said he was killed 
by a Soviet arti llery barrage 
hours before the Soviet Army 
stormed Hitler's bunker. 

(Continued on Page 15) 



Orthodox Rabbis 
(Continued from Page I ) 

sembled declares that there is 
not and has never been a place 
in Jud aism for the belie f that 
Mas hiach ben David (Messiah 
so n of David) wi ll begin his 
Messianic Mission only to ex
perience death, burial a nd res
urrection befo re comple ting 
it." 

The resolution does not iden
tify the Lubavitchers or "the 
rebbe" by name beca use the 
RCA's leadership wanted to be 
careful "not to depreca te or cas
tigate" the entireChasidicgroup, 
said the RCA president, Rabbi 
Rafael Grossman. 

The original version of the 
reso lution had specifica lly tar
geted Lubavitich. 

That wording was taken out, 
Grossman said, because " there 
isa substantia l part of [ ubavitch 
leaders who do not hold this 
view, a nd among those who do 
hold the view there are some 
wonderful d edica ted Jews, so it 
is not our intention to depreca te 
these people, but to ma ke it clear 
that this view is not in the Torah 

Fight Arson 
(Cont inued from Page I) 

Marc Gary, co-chair of the 
commission, s tated tha t "i t is 
particularly importa nt that we, 
as a re ligious organization, 
reach out to the victims of thi s 
ongoing traged y and offer them 
the assis ta nce they need to over
come their loss." 

The United Synagogue wi ll 
accept contributions to help re
bu ild the damaged church 
bui ldings. Donations should be 
sent to USC), Help the Churches 
Fund, 155 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N.Y. 10010. 

Bormann 
(Continued from Page 14) 

Others have long questioned 
this account. 

Bormann was judged "in ab
sentia" during the Nuremberg 
trials, because Alli ed authori
ties believed that he was a live, 
even though he was not in their 
custody. 

For decades, Nazi hun ter 
Simon Wiesenthal searched for 
proof that Bormann was alive, 
saying that the war criminal was 
living in Argentina under the 
name of Richard or Ricardo 
Bauer. 

But after an au topsy was per
formed in 1977 ona body found 
buried in Hitl er's bunker 
grounds, Wiese nthal sa id 
Bormann had died in Berlin in 
1945. 

Correction 
In las t wee k' s H erald, 

Samue l Ches te r's phone 
number was listed incor
rec tl y. The correct number 
is 942-0816. Chester heads 
up the defense fund for the 
Music Mansion. Member
ship runs from $5 to $1,000. 

i5.60 
Th:11 ·, :ill 
ll CO'i!, lO 

rt.::tch our 
n:.,dt·r.., 

Call 
724 -0200 
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tradition." 
The response among both fac

tions of the Lubavitch was 
strong. 

Rabbi Shmuel Butman, chair
man of the International Cam
paign to bring Moshiach, re
sponded to the RCA by saying: 
"Questions of belief in Judaism 
are a matter of halachah (Jewish 
law) and should be referred to 
recognized Torah giants of the 
generation for a decision." 

"They have never been de
cided by popular vo te, even of a 
rabbinic organization," he sa id, 
adding that he hoped the RCA 
would refer the issue to its 
halachic committee. 

Those Lubavitchers who do 
not endorse the Messianic camp 
were clearly pained by the RCA 
resolution. 

"ltis unfortunate that the rab
binic convention chose to focus 
yet more attention on these ac
tiviti es, only further obscuring 
the rea l work and philosophy of 
Lubavitch," which is "to spread 
the light of Torah to every cor
ner of the world ," said Rabbi 
Yehud a Krins ky , a lead ing 
member of the moveme nt's 

umbrella organization. 
He also sa id, "We have no 

record of the promoter and driv
ing force behind this resolution 
ever having attempted to con
tact the figures of authority 
within the Lubavitch move
ment, all of whom are well
known to oppose the irrespon
sible pronouncements and ac
tivities of a few. " 

Berger, the authorof the reso- · 
lution, is an RCA member and 
works as a professor of his tory 
at Brooklyn College and at the 
Graduate School of the City 
University of New York. 

In an interview, Berger said 
if the Orthodox community al
lows these Messianic views to 
become regarded as legitimate 
in the Jewish world, "it's a fun
damental change in the Jewish 
religion." 

In addition, "Jews have then 
ta ken away from them selves 
one of the centra l a rgume nts 
we've been using against the 
Chris tian missionaries for the 
last thousa nd yea rs," he said , 
referring to the belief that the 
Messia h died and was resur
rected . 

Blithewold's Gardens Open 
The 33 acres of landscaped 

groupdsa tBlithewold Mansion 
a nd Gardens, 101 Ferry Rd ., 
(Route 114), Bristol, will be open 
until 8 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening from July 3 through 
Aug. 14. 

Visitors are invited to bring 
picnic suppers to eat in the pic
nic area adjacent to the rose ga r
den a nd to enjoy a leisurely stro ll 
through the grou nds a t a time 
when the gardens are fu ll of 
summer bloom. 

On July 31, at 6 p .m. "Dance 

Over the years, other sources 
have maintained that Bormann 
was a li ve and had persona lly 
negotiated with Peron, when he 
firs t led Argentina and let several 
Nazi officers into the country. 

Getting Engaged? 
Beautiful estate 

diamond rings available 
Call Paulene Jewelers 

274-9460 

Home Improvements 
New Construction 
Taking Care Of All 

Your Building Needs 

~ Lie. #4200 

by Isadora," a dance group led 
by Patricia Adams of Foxboro, 
wi ll present a benefit perfor
mance in Blithewold 's North 
Garden. 

Attendeessho_uld bring lawn 
chairs or blankets a nd picnic 
hampers. Rain date is Aug. 7. 
Ad miss ion for thJi s perfor,
ma nce is $8. Call 253-2707 for 
more information. 

Free Events Calendar 
Get the latest information on 

summer happenings with a free 
summer events calendar of ac
tivities taking place throughout 
the Blacks tone River Valley 
National Heritage Corridor. 

For your free ca lendar of 
events, ca ll the Blackstone Va l
ley Tourism Council toll free at 
(800) 454-2882, or write or visi t 
the BVTC at 171 Main St., Paw
tucket, R.I. 02860. 

Qualil31 Products • Full Service 
Extensive Calaloe Service 

SERVING SOUTH COUNTY 
FOR OVER 49 YEARS 

VISA - MasterCard = 
KATZMAN PLUMBING, INC. 

I 00 Minnesota Avenue #2 , Warwick , R.I. 02888 

(401) 739-9133 • Fax (401) 739- 1105 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
INDUSTRIAL• RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

Master Mechanical Contractor # 1415 
R.I. - Lie. #700 Conn . - Lie. #202443 . 

CLASSIFIED 
ENTERTAINMENT 

STEVE YOKEN ENTERTAINMENT -Prof es· 
sional disc jockey. Bar/bat mitzvahs. Pack· 
age includes-contests, prizes , lightshow, 
plus Spice- N. Y. dancers/teachers .(508) 
679-1545. 5/22/97 

FOR SALE 

GOLF CLUBS- l adies, case, cart, accesso· 
ries, shoes, only used twice, new, doctor
owned. 231·8148. $350. 6/27/96 

NARRAGANSETT PIER - Short walk to 
famed Ocean Road and seawall along the 
Atlantic Ocean. Tri-level, 9 rooms, 3 bed· 
rooms, 2 fireplaces, hard wood floors, corner 
lot. $183,900. RE/MAX South Shore, Chris 
Tanner. 789-2255. 8/8/96 

GUTTERS 

COMPLETE GUTTER CLEANING, repair and 
installation, all size homes. Statewide. Call 
Mr. GutterClean and Repair. 354-6725, Provi· 
dence. 884-0714, East Greenwich. 3/20/97 

LITTLETONS EXPRESS MOVERS 
George Warner 

Statewide Home & Office Movers 
One piece or the whole job! 

CALL 24 HOURS: 737-2112 

HELP WANTED 
Congregolion Agudos Achim needs Sundoy 
school teacher for 4- ond 5-yeor-old doss. 

Also Siddurim teacher for Temoh on 
Shobbat morning. 

Call (508) 580-2638 ar (SOS) 822-3230. 

• A-1 ANSWERING SERVICE 
• We make 1eavmg or closing the ott1ce worry lree• 

• Don't worry aboul lost business or emergency 
wo"1 due to missed calls - 'IIY..ll. ~ llllill.eS1!alel 

861-2255 or 724-3322 

m We will Buy or 
Consign One Item 
or a Full House 

!Jlie &n64Jnnwit 
:Bwui 

394 FALL RIVER AVENUE 
SEEKONK, MASSACHUSITTS 02771 

Nancy Rasmussen• (SOS) 336-3228 
OAILY !OTO 5, SUNDAY 12TO 5 

SERVICES RENDERED 

COPPERFIELD 'S PAINTING: Specialzing in 
older homes, superior workmanship, local 
references, insured. Interior/exterior. 274· 
2348. 3/6/97 

PAINTING: Interior, exterior power washing. 
Expert work. Prompt and reliable service. 
Free estimates. licensed and insured. 
Mercurio Painting, 461-3813. 7/11 /96 

CLASSBOX CORRESPONOENCE TO: 

ClassBox No. 
The R.I. Jewish Herald 
P.O. Box 6063 
Providence, R.I. 02940 

R. I. Jewish Herald classified ads cost $3 for 15 
words or less. Additional words cost 12 cents 
each . Payment must be received by Monday at 
4 p.m. prior to the Thursday when the ad is 
scheduled to appear.This newspaper will not, 
knowingly accept any advertising for real es
tate which is in violation of the R.I. Fair Hous· 
ing Act and Section 804 (C) of Title VIII of the 
1968 Civil Rights Acf Ourreaders are hereby 1 

informed that all dwelling/housing accommo
dations advertised in this newspaper are avail· 
able on an equal opportunity basis. 

FOR AD RATES, 
a CALL 724-0200 

~ 
~ 
tiETTER 

A referral service for 
companions to the 
elderly, since 1967 

401-421-1213 

Antique Refinishing 
PROFESSIONAL STRIPPING ~ 

REGLUEING • REPAIRS 
CALLSHAF 

434-0293 • 458-7306 
Free Eshmates • Pick-Up, Delivery 

LIFETIME 
WINDOWS~ 
Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Vinyl Siding 
826-7880 
LIFETI ME '{vARRANTY 
ON WINDOWS 

s159~•mm 
AUpr,ces,nclude,nstalfabon. 
Atlys11e. cloublehung •RlllC'2186 

WE DO SIDING 

,-~------------------7 
I RHODE ISLAND JEWISH HERALD I 

i CIASSIFIEDS ! 
15 words for $3.00 • 12¢ each additional word 

Category 

Message 

Name 

Address 

Phone 
No. Words Date(s) Run ________ _ 

To Include a box number, send an additional $5.00. All responses 
will be malled to the Hera ld via box number, and forwarded to clas
slfied advertiser. Payment MUST be received by Monday afternoon. PRIOR lo 
the Thursday on which the ad ,s to appear 10% d,scounl g,ven for ads running 
continuously for one year 

I 
I 
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Reader, Beware! 
by Alison Smith 

Herald Editor 

This isa Jewish issue because 
Jews, as a group, revere educa
lionand literacy more than most 
peoples. And Ii teracy, translated 
into what you ancl I do every 
week, is most evidenced by our 
purchases a t the local bookstore, 
support of libraries, and sub
scriptions to good magazines. 

In the Spring 1996, issue of 
the Authors Guild Bulletin,a trade 
publication for published writ
ers, I came across some startling 
and dismaying facts and figures, 

. which I' m passing on to you so 
we will no longer be duped by 
the publishing industry. Duped 
isa harsh word, but I think when 
you are finished · reading this, 
you will agree that it fits the 
case. 

To quote the bulletin, "Did 
you think that those books get
ting all that attention-grabbing 
display in the superstores were 
put there because someone be
lieved that they are great books? 
Think again." 

In Barnes and Noble stores, 
for instance, there is a s tand 
i::alled "Discover Great New 
Writers." Those great books by 
great new writers qualified for 
greatness because their pub
lisher laid out perhaps $1,500 
for a two- or three-month expo
sure in that location. Frequently 
the books are a lso reviewed and 
staff recommended, in s tore lit
erature. 

Placement in a really choice 
position, like the front of. the 
store, where nooneenteringcan 
possibly miss his book, may cost 
a publisher $10,000 ·a month. 

At Borders bookstores, that 

spot costs about $1,500 to $2,500 
per month. These are the books 
with the "30% discount" stick
ers on them, and they are usu
a lly spotlighted in s tore ha nd
outs. 

B. Dalton's, Doubleday and 
Scribner's stores cha·rge a pub
lisher abou t$12,000 a month for 
that choice front entry location. 
And so on .. . 

In other words, enter these 
large chain stores with a skepti
cal a ttitude. Limit your book 
shopping to stores that provide 
chairs or sofas for browsing/ 
reading, and pick your possible 
purchases by your a ffection for 
the author, or the cover illustra
tion, o r the phase o f the 
moon ... but not by store hype. 
Sit down and s kip around 
through your choices. Within 
five minutes, you should have 
discovered whether or not a 
pa!ticular book will live up to 
your expectations. You will be 
doing the small, unheralded 
publisher and the sti ll unknown 
author a big service, which 
means that you will be doing 
yourself, as a lover of good 
books, a service, too. 

Another shoddy little prac
tice you should be aware of is 
the selection of quotes for a new 
book. When you get to the back 
cover, or wherever the excited 
a pp la use has been placed, check 
the book title a t the top of that 
page. Lots of mediocre books 
by well-known authors are sold 
by vi rtue of quotes that were 
actually made abou t a previous, 
truly fine book. Make sure 
these people were ta lking about 
the book you've got in your 
hand . 

of Rhode .Island's .P. 
o""e 11-ze 

... E. SCAMPOLI s~ 
4H Landscape Co., Inc. 
~- Lawn Care Professionals 

• Complete Lawn Maintenance 
• Landscape Construction & Design 
• All Types of Planting 
• All Work Done by Landscape Professionals 
• Quality Work • Residential - Commercial 

CALL 351-4618 
Free Estimates • Licensed & Fully Insured #6876 

Jtf r£~ ~friBel's 
K~~~er Meat ft..~eliTizer · '\ {!"', , 

243 Reservoir._~, .enue,.Prov1dence/Cranston'l;.ine ,;-

:, 461-0423/_-? \ ( lf')-~ \1, 
Cook-O>J. · ~.:t'eci/& ) · ; .' 

CHICKEN CUTtET~-1r,lo'~CH sttAi· ' , 
, ;\ / REDUCE FAT BEEF PATTIES 

Bulk 1/2 S9ur Pickles rom the Barr;I . .. $1.29 lb. 
Turkey Franks .. 1 $1.49 lb. pkg. 

ISAACGELUS 
12 oz. Reduced Fat Frankfurters ... $2.29 pkg. 

12 oz. Knockwurst ... $2.29 pkg. 
12 oz. Midget Salami and Bologna ... $2.79 ea. 

Wide Bologna and Salami ... $3.69 lb. 
12 oz. pkg. Hebrew National Franks ... 2.69 lb.b 

Finally, to me the saddest 
betrayal of the lot is the author
recommendation. Writers love 
to read interviews with other 
writers ... they compare notes on 
technique and habits and tricks 
of the trade. 

Russell Baker, one of those 
writers I used to enjoy, was 
quoted inaninterviewaslaugh
inglydismissing thewhole busi
nessof reviewing other author's 
books. It seems, according to 
_Baker, that the good ol' boys 
club of authors have a vocabu
lary offavori te phrases that they 
recycle over and over again in 
praise of each other's books. In 
most cases, if Baker was serious, 
the author doing the praising 
hasn' t even read the book, or, at 
most, merely flipped open a few 
pages. 

Most of us who read must 
give up other pleasures to pay 
the $22 or $25 for a new hard
cover. Even a good paperback 
may cost $12 now, which is a 
couple of hours work, minus 
taxes, for some of us. So we try 
to invest our reading dollars 
wisely, and rely on the word of 
a friend, or a "friend" in the 
literary world, like Russell 
Baker, to help us with our deci
s10n. 

Baker's flippancy grated on 
me like sandpaper. I not only 
stopped paying attention to au
thorial quotes on book covers, I 
stopped reading Baker's work. 
He's not the guy I thought he 
was. 

Most authors - middle of 
the list authors - make per
haps 7 cents on the dollar on 
every copy of their books that 
are sold. Ninety-three percent 
of the money goes to someone 
else. And , through what is 
known as creative accounting, 
most authors receive roya lty 
payments months after the pub
lisher go t his hands on the 
money. 

There are a few people a t the 
top of the writing heap who do 
make money, who do dictate 
contract terms, whom nobody, 
but nobody, dares to cross. 

Most writers are kind of cir
cling through space, in theirown 
little orbits, "relying on the kind
ness of strangers," G-d help 
them! . 

Reel Him In 
After a bungee jumper is done bouncing up and down, he 

eventually returns to Earth. Bungee jumping will be taking 
place at Waterplace Park in Providence through the weekend as 
part of the ESPN X Games. Heraldpl,otobyNei/ Nachbar 

'Aladdin' Will Open Great Woods 
Education Forum Children's Series 

The Great Woods Educa
tional Forum begins its annual 
summer children'sserieson July 
11 with the Yates Musica l 
Theatre's performance of 
"Aladdin and the Magic Lamp." 

Filled with music, singing, 
dancing.and suspense, this pro
duction will delight chi ldren 
with theatrica l adventure and 
exciting performa nces. 

All shows will be held in 
Watson Auditorium at Wheaton 
College in Norton, Mass. 

"A laddin a nd the Mag ic 
Lamp" is a story of Oriental 
mystique. The ta le begins in a 
Persia n marke tplace whe re 
Aladdin meets a magician who 

tells him about a magic lamp. 
The highlight of the perfor
mance is Aladdin's triumphal 
restoration to the palace of Per
sia after regaining the lamp from 
a wicked magician. · 

Other children's perfor
mancesthissummerwillinclude: 
"Pinocchio" July 18; "Cinderella" 
July 25; "The Clumsy Giant" by 
Michael Cooper Aug. 1; and "Pe
ter Pan" Aug. 8. 

Shows w ill be performed 
twice day a t 10 a.m. and 1 p .m. 
A II performances are $6 per per
son. For more information or 
for tickets, call the Great Woods 
Educational Forum at 9508)285-
8391. 

Short Attention Span Theatre 
Presents One-Act Comedies 

The Short Attention Span 
Theatre, a master-class show
case of one-act comedies taught 

r--------~-----------, 

and directed by f:'at Hegnauer 
and Trinity's Ed Shea, will per
form Thursdays through Satur
day July 11 throughAug.4, with 
Sunday performances on July 
21 and Aug. 4. 
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GRASSLEY ROOFING AND 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

RICHARD GRASSLEY 
Roofing• Siding• Gutters• Slate Repairs 

Complete Home Improvements 

jFree 
, Estimates 
jo . , es1gn 

ALL TYPES OF 
CARPENTRY 

~YORK" 
Healing and Air CordflOning 

Performances will be held at 
the Perishable Theatre, 95 Em
pire Street, Providence. 

All lic;kets are $5, informa
tionand reservations can be had 
by calling 331-2695. 

The Short Attention Span 
class focuses students' perfor
mances on a particular role in a 
single play, which they then take 
to the stage at Perishable The
a tre for two weekends. 

Showcase One will consist of 
four plays and be performed 
July 11 though 21; Showcase 
Two, with four different plays, 
will be performed July 25 
through Aug. 4. 

- - TRANE' 
It J I lard 10 Stop A Trant ... 

, Installation 
:service /IR.W. BRUND ENGINEERING// 
Residential 

. Commercial 
Licensed & Insured 

Member BBB 
Air Conditioning 
Contractors of America 

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 

''.4n award winning company" 

333-1925 • 276-3400 
50 DEXTER STREET • CUMBERLAND, RI 


