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Editorials 

Rumanian Jewry ~
1 THE JEWISH HERALD 

The defenseless position of 
Rumania's declining Jewry was 
again made apparent in the re­
cent report of the government's 

. inquiry into the citizenship of 
its Jews. 

Only 63 ½ per cent of the 662,-
000 Jews investigated had 
their citizenship confirmed. 
The other third were declared 
deprived of their rights chief­
ly on technical grounds. 

Probably a quarter of a mil­
lion Jews will be "aliens" with­
out nationality, by the work­
ings of hostile administrative 
procedures which demand that 
many documents be produced, 
some of which can no longer be 
found, and others of which 
cost too much for the poor to 
provide. 

In this way even injured war 
veterans and war orphans 
whose ancestors have long 
fought for Rumanian independ­
ence are nationally disinherit­
ed. They can now live only as 
aliens, reporting to the police, 
paying special taxes and being 
excluded from various sources 
of livelihood.' 

It is thus clear that al-
though pro-Nazi elements have 
been ruthlessly crushed, and 
although two years ago Ru­
mania speedily rejected its vio­
lently anti-Semitic premier, 
Octavian Goga, many of his pol­
icies, such as this "Investiga­
tion," are being quietly pursu­
ed. 

Washington Conclave 
The Natio.nal Conference for 

Palestine, which will be held in 
Washington, D. C. on Saturday 
and Sunday, will be the first 
nationwide assembly to consid­
er decisive Palestine questions 
since the outbreak of war in 
Europe. Meeting at the open­
ing of a year in which Am­
erican Jewry will face respon­
sibilities of leadersm.p and serv­
ice hitherto unparalled, the 
Washington conference will 
serve not only as the sounding 
board for future action in be­
half of the rebuilding of the 
Jewish National Home, but a 
searching analysis of the funda­
mental problems underlaying 
the ~holesale devastation of 
Jewish life on the European 
continent. 

There is one problem which 
has grown so vast and vexing 
that we no longer think of it in 
terms or reality - it -is the 
problem of Jewish homeless­
ness - a proble,1 which often 
leads us to find escape in the 
schemes for r efugee coloniza­
tion in uninhabited and untri e d 
regions of the world. During 
the seven years since the pro­
gram of annihilation was 
launched against · the Jews of 
Germany, Palestine has consist­
ently borne the large'lt share of 
the solution of this problem. 
Today, with almost 2,000,000 
Jews in Poland "absorbed" in 
Nazi Germany, th!' hopes of 
hundreds of thousands are fq­
cussed on Palestine. 

The Washington conrerence 
will deal with the needs of Pal­
estine in 1940 in the light not 
only of the overwhelming pres­
sure of homelessness but of the 
internal situation in Palestine 
which has felt the repercus­
sions of the war qisis. With­
in Palestine the Jewish com­
munity of 500,000 is engaged in 
a courageous struggle to main• 
tain its economic structure as 
well as to continue the activi­
ties of coloniiation to receive 
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Palestine Conclave to Consider Refugee Problem 
Red Cross Takes 
Mail For Poland 

Letters Must Be 
Brief. Personal 

PARIS. - The International 
Red Cross announced through 
the Joint Distribution Committee 
that it has finally completed ar­
rangements for transmission of 
mail from the United States and 
other countries to both Nazi and 
Soviet Poland. The arrange­
ments climaxed several weeks of 
negotiations with the 
and Soviet authorities. 

German 

Transmission of letters to r esi­
dents of Upper Silesia, Pomeran­
ia, Posen and Lodz districts will 

I be by ordinary mail since these 
provinces are considered integ-

1 ral p arts of the Reich. Residents 
in other sections of Nazi Poland 
will receive their mail through 
the German Red Cross, to which 
it will be forwarded by the I. R. 
C. 

The I. R. C. said that all let­
ters must be limited to 25 words 
and must be strictly personal. In 
several instances, the announce­
ment said, replies are already be­
ing r eceived in Geneva by the 
I. R. C. 

38 Jews Get Heavy 
Prison Sentences 

HAIFA. Condemned by a 
military court for carrying arms, 
thirty-eight Jews were sentenced 
today at Acre to prison terms 
ranging from ten to two years. 

Four young women who were 
among the accused were given 
two-year terms but were recom­
mended for r elease on bonds. 
Five of the younger men were 
sentenced to five years in pri­
son each, while the other 29 were 
ordered to jail for a decade each. 

The thirty-eight are all resi­
dents of Rosh Pina who were 
seized on November 18th for il­
legal posses~ion of weapons and 
bombs. 

VJ A Has V ictor.y Dinner; Dr. Chaim Weizmann 
Kane Given Fund Certificate To be G_uest Spealker 

During a five year period, from Palestine Needs 

ITT AMAR BEN A VI 
Victory Dinner Speaker 

1933 to 1937, Palestine has ad­
mitted, legally, 175, 667 immi­
grants, it was revealed by Itta­
mar Ben Avi, of Palestine, who 
was guest speake.r at the Victory 
Dinner of the United Jewish Ap­
peal held last night at Wein­
stein's Banquet Hall. Mr. Ben 
Avi, who substituted for Mr. Louis 
Lipsky who was unable to at­
tend, r eviewed conditions of Je-ws 
in Europe and Palestine. He es­
timated that in the same five 
year period, Argentine, Australia, 
Brazil, South Africa, Uruguay, 
and Palestine, admitted a total of 
199,000 immigrants. 

Benjamin N. Kane, chairman of 
the Campaign, was presented 
with a National Fund Certificate, 
indicating that his name was in­
scribed in the Golden Book. Mrs. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Center M£mbership Drive 
Scheduled to Open on Jan. 14 

The 1940 J ewish Center Mem­
bership Campaign for 300 new 
members will open Sunday eve­
ning, January 14, with a buffet 
supper and rally for workers at 
the Center, it was announced this 
,vcpk h~, Bertram L. Bernhnrilt, 
general chairman. 

In view of the construction 
program now in progress at the 

Ruth Berger, Mrs. Benjamin Ross­
man, Faye Ruth Robin, Sigmund 
Rosenblatt; Captains, Bertram 
Pickar, Dr. Alex Weinberg, Mrs. 
Morris Summer, Mrs. William 
Kessler, Mrs. Joseph J. Seefer, 
frenc OUi nger, Minnie Kebrek, 
Mrs. Bertram Posner, Bernice 
Koret, Ethel Levene and Nettie 
Simon. 

Center, Mr. Bernhardt is hopeful Meeting dates for workers will 
that many new persons will be- be January 14, 18, 22, 25, 31 and 
come interested in Center work. February 5. • Entertainment and 
"As a community agency, the Cen- speakers will be provided for the 
ter has an appeal to both young meetings. 
and old," Mr. Bernhardt said. As part of the campaign pro­
"Since 1925, the Center has been gram, the Men's Committee is ar­
serving as a central point for ranging a "Sports Night" with 
Jewish activities in this city. Nat Holman, noted New York 
Through the building campaign basketball coach, as guest speak­
of last year there is a vision of er. 
an enlarged program and greater 
service to our community." 

A partial list of division lead­
ers, captains and workers include 
the following: Division leaders, 

U.J.A. Gives $250,000 
To Christian Needy 

To Be Discussed 
Determined to enlarge their 

constructive activities in the up­
building of Palestine in order to 
help absorb the masses of .Tews 
made homeless by intensified Na­
zi pressure in Poland as well as 
within German borders, Ameri­
can Jewry will consider the refu­
gee problem at the National Con­
ference for Palestine to be held 
at the Hotel Mayflower, Wash­
ington, D. C. on Saturday eve­
ning, January 6 and Sunday, Jan­
uary 7. 

The extraordinary importance 
attached to the conference, which 
will signalize the new role as­
signed to American Jewry be­
cause of the disintegration of the 
large Jewish communities in Eu­
rope, is indicated by the fact that 
the guest of honor will be Dr. 
Chaim Weizman, president of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, who 
will fly the Atlantic from London 
to attend the Washington gather­
ing. 

Hundreds of leaders from every 
section of the United States will 
attend the sessions whose main 
objects are: (1) to review the 
phenomenal growth of J ewish 
enterprise in Palestine, despite 
ecouoillic and polit~cal handicaps; 
(2) to mobilize enlarged resourc­
es for the maintenance of the ma-· 
chinery which is basic to the ex­
istence of a Jewish com unity 
of 500,000 in Palestine: and (8) 
to center attention upon the in­
comparable place of Palestine in 
meeting the needs of refugees for 
immediate; large-scale and perm­
anent homes. 

Goldman to Attend 
Conference, Meeting 

Concert and Picture Program 
To Be Given by Pioneers 

NEW YORK. - The United 
Jewish Appeal for Refugees and 
Overseas Needs announced this 
week that it had allocated $250,-
000 to Christian refugees. 

Dr. Israel M. Goldman of Tem­
ple Emanuel will attend the 
Washington Conference, being 
held on J anuary 6 and 7, at the 
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, 
at which time Dr. Chaim Weiz­
man will discuss the present 
world situation in relation to 
Palestine. 

Dr. Goldman will also attend a 
meeting of the Executive Council 
of the Rabbinical Assembly, to be 
held at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York. 

At a board meeting of the Wom­
en Pioneers, held last week, final 
plans were arranged for the Con­
cert and Moving Pcture program, 
to be given by the organization 
this Sunday evening, at the Plant­
ations Club. 

Miss Esther Oettinger, soprano, 
will appear as guest artist. She 
will present her interpretation of 
Jewish and Hebrew folk songs. 
Violin solos will be presented by 
Miss Adrienne Calimir, a refugee. 
A moving picture, entitled "Chav­
erath at Work," will be shown. 

Mr$. Louis Smira is general 
chairman of the event, assisted 
by the Mesdames Morris Horo­
vitz and Hyman Chucnin as co­
cMirman; Mrs. P. M. Phillips, 
program chairman; Mrs. Arthur 
Korman, secretary; Mrs. Samuel I Solkoff, junior page chairman, as­

! sisted by Mesdames Henry Efros 
I and Peter Saslaw; Mr~. Morris 
Feinberg, treasurer, assisted by 
Mrs. Benjamin Carter; Mrs. Max 
Bloomfield, assistant ticket chair­
man and Mrs. Arthur Einstein, 
musical program chairman. 

Musical Director 
The organization said $125,000 

of the sum would be transmitted 
to Pope Pius XII b y Bishop Ber­
nard J. Sheil of Chicago for the 
aid of Roman Catholic refugees 
and as a memorial to the late 
Pope Pius XI. 

The other $125,000 will be turn­
ed over to Dr. George A. Buttrick, 
President of the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in Ameri­
ca, for use by Protestant refugee 
agencies. 

Nazis Void Polish 
Debts Owed Jews 

LONDON. - Decrees issued 
Nazi authorities in Poland, de­
signed to further harrass and 
curb the Jews under Nazi dom­
ination in former Poland, voided 
all obligations owed to Jews, 
authoritative source,s disclosed. 

Debtors are obliged to pay only 
ARTHUR EINSTEIN 50 per cent of their voided obli-

Mr. Einstein is in charge of the gations to J ewish merchants to 
musical program, being given on the Nazi Ministry of Finance. It 
Sunday night at the Plantations is expected that thousands of 

Winchell Pay Tops 
Radio Commentators 

NEW YORK. - Radio commen­
tators do quite w ell for them­
selves it was revealed here as 
the result of a survey. Toppmg 
the payroll is Walter Winchell 
with a $5,000 a week stipend; Ed­
win C. Hill follows at $3,500 and 
H. V. Kaltenborn at $2,000. All 
the aforementioned do their 
news anyalizing from these shor­
es. The commentators who 
speak from the scene of action or 
nearby, average much less for 
their efforts. 

CURFEW LIFTED 
JERUSALEM. - Curfew, in ef­

fect in Palestine for many months 
as a result of Arab disorder, has 
been lifted throughout the coun-












