
CHANGFD NOTICE 

GALKIN, Joseph 
January 21,, · !ll99. Beloved 
husband of Fredda (Hey­
man) Galkin and the late Ro­
setta (Wassennan) Galkin. 
Residence: 353 Blackstone 
Blvd., Providence. Dear fa. 
ther of Richard M. Galkin, 
Boca Raton, FL and Gary L 
Galkin, Saunderstown. Lov­
ing, brother of Theodore Gal­
kin, .Providence and the late 
Caroline Mamis, Arthur, Ira, 
Herman, and Leo Galkin. 
Devoted grandfathef: of Za­
chary. Funeral service Sun­
day, 2PM at Temple Beth-El, 
Orchard at Butler Avenues. 
Relatives and friends are in­
vited. In lieu of flowers, con­
tributions may be made to 
The Jewish Federation of 
Rhode lsiand Endowment 
Fund, 130 Sessions St., Prov­
idence, RI 02906 or the Jo­
seph . Galkin Scholarship 
Fund cJo Brown University, 
P.O. ' Box 1877, Providence, 
RI 02912. Memorial · obser­
va·nce at" the home of Mrs. 
Galkin, 355 Blackstone Blvd. 
-#445, · i>iovidence Monday 
and Tuesday - 2-4, 7-9. Ar­
rangements by MOUNT SI­
NAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
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Joseph Galkin, 89, dies, first director 
of Jewish. FederatiQn,_ resettled refugees 

PROVIDENCE - Joseph Galkin, 
89, of 355 81ackstorie Blvd., the first 
executive director of the Jewish Fed-· 
eration of Rhode Island, and _a key 
figu~ in the resettlement of Jewish 
refugees from Nazi persecution dur- _ 
ing the 1930s and 1940s, died yester­
day· at home. He was the ~usband of 

- Fredda (Solomon) Galkin, and the 
late Rosetta (Wasserman) Galkin. 

Born in Providence, he was a son 
of the late Samuel and Pauline · 
(Schendel) Galkin. 

Mr. Galkin's concern for those in 
need stood out among his friends 
and colleagues, said Steven Rakitt, · _ 
the executive vice president of the 
Jewish Federation. "Joe was a pio­
neer who blazed a trail for Jewil,h 
communal professionals throughout 
the country," Mr. Rakitt said. "He 
had a vision for a better world; a bet, 
·ter community and a better Jewish 
community. He practiced tikkun 
olam (the Hebrew term for "repair­
ing the world") his entire life." 

He was a graduate of Brown Uni­
versity and Columbia University 
Schqol of Social Work. After gradu­
ating, he was a psychiatric case­
worker for the Jewish .Board . of 
Guardians in New York, the assis­
tant director of the Hawthorne· 
Cedar Knolls School, a field repre-

sentative - fot the 
_ National Refugee 
Service, and later, 
the director of field · 
service, where he 
played .a large role 
in developing a 
resettlement pro-

. gram for Jewish 
refugees in Europe. 

· He was director -of the Jewish ·· 
family and Children's Service, now 
the .Jewish Family Service. As director 
of the agency, he worked closely with 
other Jewish leaders to establish a cen­
tral fundraising and planning· organi­
zation for the Jewish e<;>mmunity. 

Those efforts cam~ to fruitiQn in ·-
1945, with the creatioq of the General 
Jewish Committee, thy forerunner of 
the Jewish Federatio1y which named 
him its first executiv~ director. After 
his tenure in 1976, ~e was named 
executive director of t~e Federation's 
Endowment fund, a position he held 

- for 13 years, and rem&ined a consul­
tant. He served as a :representative 
from the Jewish comr' unity· on th~ 
Narragansett Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. ~ 

In 1949, he was ap inted to the 
Rhode Island Parole ard, which 
he chaired from 1958: to 1980, and 
served as chairman ?f th~ Mode 

lslang Committee on · Children and 
Youth from 1961 to 1974. He was 
president of the Rhode Island Con­
ference of Social Work from 1954 to 
i956. He participated in alumni 
affairs at Brown University, where 
the Class of 1931 named him cha.ir­
man of its 25th Reunion Gift Fund. 
In 1900, he served as class president 
during his 65th reunion, a_nd estab­
lished the Joseph Galkin Scholar­
ship. 

He received numerous awards, 
inc;luding the B'nai B~rith Interna­
tional for "outstanding community 
service," the National Committee for 
Labor Israel · and the Rhode Island 
J~wish Bowling Congress,' which in 
1973 named him ''Rhode Island Jew­
ish Man of the Year." 

His passions were fishing, g~rden-
ing and woodworking. · _ 

Besides his wife, he leaves two 
sons, Richard M_. Galkin of Boca 
Raton, Fla., and Gary L Galkin of 
Saunderstown; a brother, Theodore 
Galkin of Providence; and a gra,nd­
son. He was a brother of the late 
Carolirie Mamis and Arthur, Ira, 
Herman and Leo ~lkin. · 

The fune@I will be held Sunday al 
2 p.m. in Temple Beth-El, Orchard 
Avenue. Burial will be in Lincoln 
Park Cemetery, Warwick. 


