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L·ouis Finkelsr i i, 96, Leaae of Conservative Jews 
. I By ARI L. GOLDM AN 

, Dr. Louis Finkelstein, u1a,., ,; ,,. ,:· 
\emeritus of the Jewish ·n-,co.oi;1 .. ! 
Seminary of America and thl' don.•. 

1
nan t leader of Conservnt 1v Jc:, -, :, 
1the 20th century, died ye:;,c, 1c1· .... ,. 

1
ihome in M,mhattan. HP ·-, ii' .,1 , • 

1lold. 
'; Dr. Finkelstein died after a !(11,g bout 
'with Parkinson's disease, a spokesman 
:for the seminary said . 

1%9. c1nd "The kws : Their History , 
C:ultul't' ,ind Reli g ion," a three-volu me 
wn1 /1 !:\ st µuh li shed in 197 1. 

I I<· wa:; horn 1n tr.• ·1 ra bbin ic family in -
1·111c ·i 1111 •1l 1 (in Jun,· 14, 1895. He moved 
with 11 1~ parents 10 Brookl yn as a 
)'011ngs1 ,., and graduated from the City 
Col lege of New York in 1915. He re­
ceived his Ph.D. fro m Co lumbia Uni ­
ve r si ty in 191 8 and was ordained at the 
Jewi sh Theological Seminary the fol­
lowi ng yea r . He _j oined the semin ar y 
farn lt v i11 1920 as an instructor in Tal­
mud ~111d went on to se rve as an assoc i­
;itc prcfcssur and professor of theol­
ogy. Hr later beca me provost, presi­
dent , chance llor and chancellor emeri-

Dr. Finkelstein , a proli fi c scholu, 
:was the head of the seminarv, iitL 
1intellectual center of Con se r vati "'· . , 
daism, from 1940 to 1972. It \ ',,. :, 
iperiod of extraordinary growth withi 11 
°the movement, as thou sands of Jews 
'living in America's cit ies moved tu th,· 
suburbs and joined and bui l t r·or..,, .... ,,. 
ti ve synagogues. 1.,,·11 111111~ r(•,., ,nent he continued 

In the postwar period , the \'011- ,, w1 tl'll1',. work ing .-it the dining room 
tive movement emerged as ti e 1.;, '"".:" .gj~~~ t,li i l,, nf his Rive r side Drive apartment 
of Judaism with the largest nu mhcr n'. ---·•"""_,_._, .. ~.,,,,.,~,,. tu l '1i11~ plPl 1.' several annotated volu mes 
,synagogues and member s. It stc..:r ., uf th e Sif ra. IV hc11 Ile became frail in 
'middle course between the two otlil, ,;,,.-,,. .. . ,.,. 1.,m•s 

198~ hi ,; l,•.ter years and had trouble walking 
movements, Reform and Orthoclrix . ;,, D r . L ouis Finkclstc i1 , to tlie sy11agogue,his forme r students 
lieving in being both faithful to kwi .. , , -turned h1.-; hom e 1ntu a synagogue on 
trad_it_ion and adapting it to mc'dcrn I the Talmud, the Jewish l ibrar , of la w Sa turdny morn ings, assembling the 
reaht1es. 

1 
and custom. quorum tJf I O needed for prayer. 

Seminary Flourishcct ' Dr. F inkels tein ~Pl vcd as th e offi cial 
Jewish represent ati ve 10 Pte' tdent 

During the ye·ars of Dr. Finkel s1c11,· F rank l in D. Roose·,1clt 's commiss ion on 
leadership, the seminary fl ourish •: d. peace, and in 10o:1 P1-csHlc11t .Jvhn F. 
growing from a _small r abbinical sc /1()(,/ l(ennedy scm hi m 1u l< ,>11•< · :1,: J1art of 
and teacher tra1mng progran, to .t li«I- ':111 Am eri can de lega tion tu ti1e ,11s tal la­
JOr umvers1ty of Judaism . Dr. f7 mke l- t ion of Pope Paul VI ii :· ,1lsc, offe r l'd a 
stein also established the se rn11w rv':; p,·ayer at tlw sernnd 11: 1.1~u1 :i!1 u11 of 
Cantor's Institute, the Sem inar~• , :, ,. . J> rcs icl e111 Uw1ght D. Ei :,c11howe1· 
lege of Jewish Music and a Wes1 ,·;--.:1st . . . 
branch of the seminary that i,,;, Oe<llc,lletl ~c,,nbr 
came the University of Jud a1 si"r1. · Even ,d his !Jusic~t, U1. 1· ,,, 1.,· lste i11 

. . 1 lefl time for scholnrship. 1'1·i, ·•1ds said 
Interfaith _d_1a logue was arno1,g ,11~ Ille rose every morning nt ., ,\. M. lo 

maior pnont1es. _He estabh!l~ed_ the ~t udy all ll wi·i te until h,· w,,11t 1,. ,ymi ­
Instllute for Rehg1ous and SOvldl Stull- gugue at 7 A.M. lie wa :, till' aiitnut or 
1es, which brou~ht together Pro te~tai 1t. edi wr of 1rwrc that1 J() (l books, bo th 
Roman Ca_thohc_ and Jew ish scholars· schola r ly illlll popular. 

olc ranl of Lapses 

Dr . F inkelstei n was exacting in his 
d,1ily n ·ligious prn ct irc but was to ler­
ant of uthe1·s' lapsr., " Juda ism is ve ry 
dc- 1nandi11g," ltc sa id in an interview on 
his H0 th birthda y. " It demands of its 
Jil'e>pl<· wha t ot her rl' l igions dem and of 
those in rel igious orde rs. But because it 
1.le111c111 ds !;o much, it never gets 100 
fl <'t cen t. l'he fact Lha t it gets any is 
1·1· Ill ;1 rl< : iii il'. 

"A rn!ibi today has his work cut out 
for 11 1111 . but ht· should not despa ir if 
J)C'up/ C' do not du :1s much as they 
shou ld ," he sa id . "E ver y parent has 
th at with children. God is merciful. " 

for theolog1ca_l d1scuss1ons. In 198G, _the His m a 101- scholarly pu.-si ttt s we re 
name_ of the mstitute was ch angcu 10 works 011 i he Pharisees, a Jewish sect !Jr . Finke lsLein is survived by three 
the Fmkelstem Institute m hi s honor. in second temple ti mes frui n wh ich ch ildren, Hadassah Dav is of Provi-

Dr. Finkelstein's cont act s wctd -.,, 1. 1 ,udern Jrwish trndit i1111 dc·,•elupc'.d, de11'e, IU .. Rabbi E1~i7Michael Fin-
beyond the religiou s co111n1t ,J111· , :-nd the S1f ra, the oldes\ r:1hll1 1~:c co in- i<elste111 ol Queens and E munah Kat-
was an intimate of leading po/it 1,., . . : , r : 1 •,cntary ,;ii the IJuol< d l.l'V ll irn!;, 7.L'ns tei11 of Jcrn sa letn; IO grandchil-
judicia l figures and in J:15 1ic1 1 , . <·ompl l'.lL'd ·1 i', 1. , nr i11· drvn . ,11111 --;evPral grPa t-gra ndchildren . 
Chief Justice Earl War ren u: ,,, ,, . f1 t li , l1ill l-Y. I Ii.- 111111•ra l will lit· 12:30 P.M. Sun-
ed States Supreme Cou rt t,, .1,1 ,\ mon~ nis oiher w11 1·1< :i ,1'L'1 1 •r·,cw day ill ,111• Jpwish Theolog ica l Semi-
Sabbath at the seminary in the !;t uu) .,f i, ,gill f ro m the Prophets," publ i3 l1l'd in nary, 3Ui-: ll ll roacl wa y, at 122d Stree t. / 
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