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| By ARIL. GOLDMAN

! Dr. Louis Finkelstein,
lemeritus of the Jewish Thecoogi ol
Seminary of America and the
inant leader of Conservative Ju
ithe 20th century, died yesic:i
home in Manhattan. He wvas o

:‘!Old.

. Dr. Finkelstein died after a long bout
‘with Parkinson’s disease, a spokesmai
for the seminary said.

Chadhvena

Dr. Finkelstein, a prolific scholar
‘was the head of the seminary, (i
lintellectual center of Conservativ.
daism, from 1940 to 1972, it wuo
ipenod of extraordinary growth within
‘the movement, as thousands of Jews
living in Amerlca s cities moved to the
suburbs and joined and built Conio»
tive synagogues.

In the postwar period, the (¢ T
tive movement emerged as the biai
of Judaism with the largest nurber ol
synagogues and members. ]t
‘middle course between the two othic:
movements, Reform and Orthodox
lieving in being both faithful (o

slecr
SLECY

JEWIbIL

tradition and adapting it to modern |

realities.

Seminary Flourished

During the years of Dr. Finkelsicin's
leadership, the seminary flourished
growing from a small rabbinical schod!
and teacher training prograti 1o
jor university of Judaism. Dr. I

stein also established the seminzry's |

Cantor’s Institute, the Seminary C
lege of Jewish Music and a West Cons
branch of the seminary that !

came the University of Judaisi.

Interfaith dialogue was amoig i
major priorities. He established (i
Institute for Religious and Social Stud
ies, which brought together Protestant
Roman Catholic and Jewish scholais
for theological discussions. In 1986, the
name of the institute was changed (©
the Finkelstein Institute in his hono:.

Dr. Finkelstein’s contacts wei! weil
beyond the religious commuii
was an intimate of leading politic:
judicial figures and in 14
Chief Justice Earl Warrei: oi
ed States Supreme Court (v
Sabbath at the seminary in the stuay |

Liines, 1985

Dr LO\us Finkelsten

e

'the Talmud, the Jew:
jand custom.

! Dr. Finkelstein served as the official
i Jewish representative (o President
i Franklin D. Roosevelt’s commission on
i

shi library of law

peace, and in 1962 President John F.
Kennedy sent him (o Rome as part of
Lun American delegation to tiie wstalla-
tion of Pope Paul V1. He also offered a

iprayer at the second inauguration of
(iPresident Dwight D. Eisenhower
| A .
Dedicated Scuelar
Even al his busiest, Di. rishkelstein
Heft time for scholarship. I'riends said
]ne rose every morning at 4 .\.M. to

tudy and write until he went to syna-

{

| S

igogue at 7 A .M. He was the author or

f(unm of more than 160 books, both

| scholarly aid popular.

i His muajor scholarly puisuits were

{works on the Pharisees, a Jewish sect

lin second temple times from which
wdern Jewish tradition developed,
nd the Sifra, the oldest rabbinic com-

{inentary on the book of Leviticus,

vich completed in
: Tifth coentury.
Among nis other woirks were "New

Light froim the Prophets,'” published in

i, 96, Leader of Conservatwe Jews

1969, and “The Jews: Their History,
Culture and Religion,”" a three-volume
worle Iast published in 1971,

Cimeinnati on June 14, 1895. He moved
with his parents 1o Brooklyn as a
youngster and graduated from the City
College of New York in 1915. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1918 and was ordained at the
Jewish Theological Seminary the fol-
lowing year. He joined the seminary
faculty in 1920 as an instructor in Tal-
mud and went on to serve as an associ-
ate professor and professor of theol-
ogy. He later became provost, presi-

dent, chancellor and chancellor emeri-
s

Eoven i his recir oment he continued
writing, working at the dining room

table of his Riverside Drive apartment
to complete several annotated volumes
of the Sifra. When he became frail in
his leter years and had trouble walking
to the synagogue, his former students
*(urned his home into a synagogue on
Saturday mornings, assembling the
quorum of 10 needed for prayer.

Tolerant i Lapses

Dr. Finkelstein was exacting in his
daily veligious practice but was toler-
ant of others’ lapses. “Judaism is very
demanding,”” he said in an interview on
his 90th birthday. “{t demands of its
peaple what other religions demand of
those in religious orders. But because it
demands so much, it never gets 100
percent. ‘The fact that it gets any is
remarkable.

“A rabbi today has his work cut out
for him, but he should not despair if
people do not do as much as they
should,” he said. “‘Every parent has
that with children. God is merciful.”

br. Finkelstein is survived by three
children, Hadassah Davis of Provi-
dence, R.0.TRabbi Ezra Michael Fin-
kelstein of Queens dl\d Emunah Kat-
zenstein of Jerusalem; 10 grandchil-
dren, and several great-grandchildren,

Uhe tuneral will be 12:30 P.M. Sun-
day at Jewishti Theological Semi-
nary, 3060 Broadway, at 122d Street.
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fe- was born into 4 rabbinic family in.
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