
· BURLIN_GTON, Vt. - Jacob 
r.\. "Milt" Ernstof, 65, former 
Narragansett Bay S Class cham­
pion, who skippered the 38-foot 
yawl Burgoo to victory in the 
1964 Newport-to-Bermuda race, 

.. .. d;ed of a heart attack here Fri-
day night .' ' · 

He had moved from Provi­
dence to Vem1ont JO years ago, 
and in recent years had lived on 
his farm in Waterbury Center, 
Vt., about JO miles from Stowe 
w'ith his Norwegian-born wife: 
Sidsil, and his two sons, Joel and 
Eben. 

. Mr. Ernstof and his crew of S 
Boat skippers made history in 
two successive Newport-to-Ber­
muda races, not only for the 
success they achieved, but for 
the manner in which they 
achieved it. 

In 1962, his first year' as a 
Cruising Class skipper, Mr. Ern­
stoff, Everett Pearson, Alden 
Walls. Dr. Terrell E. "Ty" Cobb, 
Robert 0. Read. Russell R. 
"Bud" Hunt Jr. and Jorj Levy 
sailed Burgoo to first in class and 
second in fleet on corrected time. 

Two years later, with Jeff 
Spranger and Dr. ·Ernest McVay 
aboard in place of Pearson and 
Cobb, Burgoo won the race, the 
first Rhode Island entry in 32 
years to do so. 

Prior to Burgoo's victory, 
ocean-racing crews had been 
used to adopting a somewhat 
more relaxed · routine for night 
watches than during the day. 

ERNSTOF, J. Milton 
February 4. \21].. in Vt. Rr. ictrncc, 
Verry Rill Fann. Waterbury Center, 
Vt. Husband of Sidscl (Abbott) 

Ern tof. Father of Etv'n an'\ Je•l n1 

Vt. Loving brother oi Mrs. Daniel 
Robinson and Mrs. Walter Adler of 
Providence. Funeral was held Sun­
day, in Waterbury, Vt. 
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Mr. Ernstof and his crew 

changed all that, devising a sys-· 
· tern whereby each man · on 

watch spent 20 minutes every 
hour at the helm, 20 minutes in 

, the cockpit and 20 minutes on 
the fored eck . . 

"We fe lt 20 minutes was as 
long as a nian at the helm could 
maintain total concentration," he ' 
later explained. · 

They sai led their Invicta Class 
yawl like a dinghy, with an 
intensity of concentration seldom 
seen up to that point. The con­
stnnt striving for every last 
ounce of speed in a dying breeze 
ti pped the balance in their favor 
in the fin al few hours of . that 
race. 

l\'lr. Ernstof's last race on Bur­
goo was the transatlantic race 
from Bermuda to Denmark in 
l 966, with a crew of college-age 
sailors aboard. Burgoo lost her 
rudder l,000 miles west of Scot­
land, but her crew fashioned a 
replacement, using boards from 
the cabin sole, and made it safely 
to a harbor of refuge in the 
Scottish Hebrides. 

Mr. Ernstof was a modest, 
soft-spoken man who avoided 
the limeli ght whenever he cou ld. 
He was _also a deeply religious , 
man. · 

Dr. McVay recalled powering 
out past Castl e Hill on the way 
to the starting line for the '64 ' 
race, with the wives and chil­
dren of the seven men aboard 
waving at them as the black 
yawl poi nted her bow seaward. 

!'Suddenly. Milt shut off the 
engine and said we were going 
to have a little prayer," McVay 
said. 

"He h;id all of us put a hand 
on the tiller, and then he said a 
few words. I wish I'd had a tape 
r€cordin g of it. He di ctn 't ask to 
ll' i1i the race. He just asked for 
God's guidance. and asked that 
God take care ·of our fami lies 
while we were gone. 

"It was very mov.ing. and it's 
something we've spoken about 
whenever we got together after 
that." 

Mr: Ernstof traveled down 
from Vem1ont a number of times 
in recent yea rs to visit members 
of that crew, and they usua lly 
gathered as a group at the home 
of one of them in the Providence 
area. 
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Well Kncvv'n Rea ! Estate Man 
r 

I 
and Former Par t Owner of 

Hotel Ill Two Days. · 

I OPENED STO RE WHEN 21 

W as Ac.live in J ewi s h Chariti es; 

Ca i 11crJ Ad ded Promi nence as 

A b le, Ha ncib,li l Pla yer 

J acob Ernslo f. , ,·e ll known Provi­
den ce real <!'., late rn an. an d at one 

.l ime ;1a r t-o \1· ncr of uoth 1he Crown 
_,rn ct Narra;;,,nsett 1:! nle l!', died early 
, hi < morn in!: a t h is home, 35 Vassar 

l J ':;n ue. H e \as 5a y cn rs old . 
· --: r. Ern!'iof was s tricken ill Sa tur­

·- c,, .. r:.ornin ~. He had bf:en actively 
,c, '- , ged in bu.,1ncs, u p to that t ime . 
.. '.:lo rn in Vi en na. Au i: tria. Mr. Ern-
s d ca m e tr, t he lj iiilr d Stat es as a 
y ,.>ul h of lo and <' n lcrc d !lie clothing 
b;:-1 ness. Hi s r ise w:is r ;1 pid. and 1-~­

,f'ir.c. i:e \ Hi s 21 he had openp:,~·his 0\~1 
I 

f:l 0.th1;;g s l0 re . 
. The busi1:ie:;s '"~cw. anrl he opened 

'; r::,~•;,,~ ·,-m·c1
1
, or,;:e :· :.1 ,r•~ in Cathedra l 

h ~it ,a re, latrir opc ni : ,;; tl·.·o ~tores in 
· P- .· ·wcke t a1~d stores in Worcester; 
}\!·-: , s., and H 2l'! fo r d. Con n. ,· 

bout 1315, he turn ed 1n !he rea 
, estate bus ine,s. an ri ,1s h is interest 
i in rea i esfc! e grew. i1e re tired grc1d~ 
· ually from 1 he cloth irq busin ess anc( 

d i~p ose d o f his stun•, . ; 
· At one time, hi s rc .1] P, tale holc1 J 

· ings in li~e do w n town :,eclio r; werel 
1 ex tensi \·c. b11t he had rli,posed o!' 

m ost of th e m at the tim" n f his death.1 
In Hl~2, he h ,, d an in l,-rc , t in bothl 
th e Crown a nd Nn r ra ~:insc tt Hotels,' 

.bu t la te r sol d out. · 1 
Acti,·e in J e w ish cha itie3 a nd a f-1 

fa irs. Mr. E rn ,tn! was :1 dir ector - of! 
Mi riP- m Ho, p ita l, a forn1er director! 

· of the Jewi,h Orph 2n :-i .~c a nd a di- I 
re;lnt of the ,i ewish H ome fur thej 

, A 6 cd. ~ 

l H e wa~ a d irector of !he Lincoln·i 
Trus t Com p a ny w he n tha t company ! 

f was reorgan i;,.cd abont :i decade ag;...J 
' H e was a mem ber o ( 1he Provi- / 

den :: ..: Lodge v i Elks. k ,,·in;; j oinect
1 .Jhat organ iza iio n in 1ao~. a nd a mem-1 , her of th e 'f<:ll:ro Fraterna I Associa -1 

l ion. D ur in;:; t he Span:,·h -America1f 
\Var h e was ,1 m ember of a n org aniza-1 
ti o11 k r? o,·:n as l:,e Tou :-o Cadets. l 

One of h is favo r ite 1-:o bbies w aaJ 
h andball , a nd h~ achien •rl rnnsider-) 
able ,·f' p u:;i ::01: as a p l;; ye r. For:i 

, a b out 30 ,\·r-a r .;, h e mPt a 1 l con1 e rs ·au 
fthe Y. M. C. A. ~nci beat :110s t o].· 
rth em. 
t H ') k:i , ·e.s ; is \ .1 i- ·10 ·.v . ·.11 · c;. :\1in nie , 
[(1\:! Jn..-i1e : l ~: r, ; .lu f ; ~•.,.·c · ,;: :;'.1 t e rs,:I · 
""·•rs D·0 1'1· 0 1 r1c 1,'.·1•.•,,, ... ,.; • l::1·- '1\; 01.

1 
~ • • • .. , I._ . "- • • I _1 •• ,;,. , • • , , 

·Ad >·r : a SP " J . !\ f ·J• ,· : . F..t r.i s tof 

•~ ~n~;~~:~cl: t'.: :::-.;:::._ .·· . . 7 

Providence 
Former Clothing 
In His 60th Year, 
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Jacob Ertfslof 'DiQ·S:':· ' 

After Brief ·Hl_nesf 
.Wa'; Rr,omineqt 
in JewishAffairs 
Funeral services were . held'° last 

Wednesday for Jacob Ernstof/ )V~ll 
known Providence · real · estate 
man, and at one. time part~wrier 
of both' the Crown and ,Narra­
gansett Hotels, .who died o'1 Tues-, 
day mornJng at h~· home, 35 ,Vas­
sar ave~ue. He was 59 ._Year~. old. 

Mr. Ernstof was stricken ill 
Saturday ·, morning. He had. been 
actively engaged in· businesf up 
to °that time.- · Born in Vienna, 
Austria, he came to the United 
States as a youth of 16 and .en­
tered the· clothing business. Hi.$ 
rise was rapid,' and, befor~ he ' was 
21 he had opened his own. cloth­
ing store. The business grew, and 
he opened another and larger 
store in . Cathedral Square, later 
openin~ two stores in Pawtucket, 
and stores in Worcester, Mass., 
and Hartford, Conn. About 1915, 
he turned to the real estate bus­
iness, and as his' interest in real 
estate g1:ew, he retired gradually 
from the cl9thing business and 
disposed of his stores. '-, 

At one time, his real estate 
holdings in the downtown ·_ sec­
tion were extensive, but he had 
disposed of most of them at the 
time of his death. Active in Jew­
ish charities and, ·affairs, Mr. 
Ernstof was a, director of the 
Miriam Hospital, a •.tormer direc­
tor of the Jewish Orpharu.ge and 
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a director of the •'Jewish .,Home 
for the Aged. He was a director 
of the Lincoln, Trust . Company 
w:11en that company was· redr­
ganized about a decade ·ago.' He 
was a member of the -Providence 
Lodge of Elks, and, also of the 
Touro Fraternal ~ociation. I _ 
. Besides '_his wife;li~s;·. l\finn.le 

--<Ma~ns~--~~~ 
daughters~-Mrs. ,Daniel'-; Robilison 
and Mrs .. Walter'•AcU:er::· a .son, iJ., . 
Milton •Ernsto!,.·. and I /our._ grand.: . 
·children.. · · 


