
Pawtucket 

GEORGE EASlWOOD, 62, of Vine 
Street, head of a customer-returns de: 
partment at Hasbro for many years be­
fore he retired in 1995, died Thursday at 
Oakhill Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center. 

A lifelong Pawtucket resident, he 
was a son· of the late Yvonne M. and 
George A Eastwood. 

Mr. Eastwood was a member of 
Temple Beth-El of Providence, and its 
Brotherhood. He was a member of the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island and 
the South Providence Hebrew Free 
Loan Association. 

He was a member of the Jewish 
Home for the Aged of Rhode Island and 
Friends of NORCAP. He was also a 
member of the Rhode Island Jewish 
Community Center and its Singles 
Club. 

There are no survivors. 
J:he funeral service will be held to­

morrow at 2 p.m. at Temple Beth-EI, 
Orchard and Butler Avenues, Provi­
dence. Burial will be in Temple Beth-El 
Cemetery, Providence. / 
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• 
For some people, 
the best medicine 
comes with paws 
When Comet turned the corner 

and saw George, he did a four-pav, 
sprint to the wheelchair and jumpE 
into George's lap. 

It was the treatment George 
needed . His life got better with 
the a irborne arrival of 15 pounds 
of dog. 

At the Oak Hill Nursing and Re­
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habilitation Cen­
ter, in Pawtucket, 
the staff mem-
bers did a nice 
thing back in the 
middle of Febru­
ary, when~ 
Eastwood 
arrived. They 
decided there 
was nothing that 
could do for 
George what 

Comet could do for George. 
"When he was asked if he had 

any next of kin , he said, 'Yes, Com.­
et,' " says Jane Rego, the communi­
ty-relations coordinator at Oak Hill. 

George and Comet lived in a 
small house in Pawtucket not far 
from the Hasbro toy factory, where 
George worked for 30 years before 
he was laid off. George had no close 
family. 

He just had the little white Shih 
Tzu he had rescued from an animal 
shelter after its previous owner had 
died. 

George came to Oak Hill on a re­
ferral from Miriam Hospital , in 
Providence, where he was being 
treated for cancer. 

" I went and met with him,'' says 
Rego. "He was a ve1y gentle, a very 
gracious man." 

When he arrived at Oak Hill , he 
put a picture of Comet next to his 
bed. He would get tears in his eyes 
when he talked about his dog. 

He said he doubted he would 
ever see the dog again. 

So a nurse went to Tony Sousa, 
• the Oak Hill administrator, and 
asked about bringing Comet in for a 
visit. 

"What helped is that Comet is a 
little Shih Tzu, and I have one at 
home." savs Sousa. 
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for by a neighbor, arrived at Oak 
Hill. The reunion was somethi ng to 
see. George didn't know his fri end 
was coming. There was a ve1y long 
hug in the wheelcha ir. 

The look on George's face told 
everyone that Comet had to stay. 

Comet slept at the foot of 
George's bed. Nurses took the dog 
fo r walks. George sta11ed getting 
out of bed, which he hadn't been 
doing much before. He gave Comet 
rides in his wheelchair. 

" It was amazing to see the 
change - emotional, physica l, spir­
itual,' ' says Mike Spearin , the di­
rector of therapeutic recreation at 
Oak Hil l. . 

When TV repon er Pat Mastors 
heard about George and Comet , she 
saw the kind of story she loves to 
cover. 

"I work closely with animal­
rights advocates,'' says Mastors, of 
Channel 12. "And I heard from a 
friend that there was this nu rsing 
home that was bending the rules a 
little to help one of its patients." 

She went to Oak Hi ll and met 
George. She fo und him engaging. 
He told her on camera that he was a 
man who used to make mountains 
out of molehills, but that now, with 
his dog, he was at peace. 

"We all know wha t pets can do 
fo r people,'' says Mastors. 

The story a ired at the end of 
Channel 12's 6-o'clock newscast 
two weeks ago. George, who during 
the day had been alerting everyone 
to the promotional spots for the 
story, watched it with other patients 
at Oak Hill. Comet was at a veteri­
na ri an's fo r treatment of some eye 
problems. 

George sa id he was ve1y glad he 
had seen his and Comet's story. 

He went back to his room, and a 
few minutes later he d ied. He was 
62. 

Pat Mastors says her jaw 
·'dropped to the lloor" when she 
heard the news. 

"He was a really neat guy,'' she 
says. " I met him only once, bu t it 
was obvious he had things in good 
perspective." 

J Comet has moved into someone 
else's life. Tina Smith , whose 
daugh ter Sue is the nurse who orig­
inally pi tched the idea of bringing 
Comet to Oak Hill , adopted him. He 
takes the place of her golden 
retriever, who died recently. 

"He's just wonderfu l,'' she says. 
"I take him to work with me." 

Comet fills the void yet again. 
Bob Kerr can be reached by 

E-mail at blwrr0 projo.com 


