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SYDNEY COHEN, 85, of 44 Knoll­
wood Ave., a retired teacher, sports 
writer and newspaper editor, died 
Monday at Miriam Hospital, Provis 
dence. 

He was the husband of Goldie 
(Soorkis) Cohen; they had been mar­
ried for 50 years. Born in Providence, 
a son of the late Robert Maurice and 
Sophie (Gabrilowitz) Cohen, he had 
lived in Cranston for 44 years. 

A 1936 graduate of Hope High 
School, he was a 1940 graduate of the 
former Rhode Island College of Edu­
cation, now Rhode Island College. 

Mr. Cohen had been a teacher at 
Chariho High School for 26 years be­
fore retiring, as head of the English 
department, 17 years ago. He also 
had been a sports writer, and editor 
of the former Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald, for 13 years. 

An Army veteran of World War II, 
he retired from the Army Reserve as 
a lieutenant colonel. He was a mem­
ber of the Reserve Officers As­
sociation and the Jewish War-Veter­
ans. 

Active in alumni affairs, at RIC, he 
was a trustee of the Rhode Island Col­
lege Foundation; a member and past 
secretary and president of the Alumni 
Association's executive board; a past 
honorary chairperson of the Alumni 
Fund; and the chairman, since 1989, 
of the Class of 1940. In 1993, he was 
named the Alumnus of the Year, and 
last year, he was named the Alumni 
Association Partner iri Philanthropy, 
on National Philanthropy Day. 

Mr. Cohen was a member of the 
SABR (Society for American Baseball 
Research) , and ,had participated in 
the reenactment of the Blue and Gray 
Baseball Game on the 100th anniver­
sary·of Major League Baseball. 

He was a lifelong New York Yan­
kees fan , a member of the Olympic 
Club, at the Jewish Community Cen­
ter, and a past commissioner of the 
Jewish Softball League. 

Mr. Cohen had been a member of 
Temple Torat Yisrael, and its Men's 
Club and religious committee, and 
had run the temple Minyan services. 
He also was a· member of the Touro 
Fraternal Association, and in 1989, 
was inducted into the Rhode Island 
Jewish Hall of Fame. 

Besides his wife, he leaves two 
daughters, Marsha Cohen of Cam­
bridge, Mass., and Jody Alves of War­
wick; a brother, David Cohen of 
Attleboro; a sister, Irma Silverman of 
Cranston; and two grandchildren. 

The funeral service will be held · 
tomorrow at 11 a .m. in Shalom Me­
morial Chapel, I 100 New London 
Ave. Burial will be in Lincoln Park 
Cemetery, Warwick. 


