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Robert Skip' Chernov, promoter, 
dreamer, iconoclast, dies at 63 
By Gerry Goldstein 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN -
Robert A. "Sk ip" C hernov, che 
rock concert promoter and restau­
rant owner who pa rl ayed his Aam­
boyant personality a nd business 
sense into big money char he rev­
eled in and then lost, died Dec. 23 
at his home in M atu nuck. He was 
63 . 

A hardnosed encrepeneur, Mr. 
C hernov promoted concerts by the 
li kes of Janis Joplin , Led Zeppelin 
and James Taylor. [n 1971, he 
bought the lucrative closed-circuit 
television rights in New England 
for the Muhammed Ali-Joe Frasier 
heavyweight title fi ght. 

Ac the height of his career -
he boasted chat he made a million 
dollars in 1971 alone - he also 
owned several bars and restauranrs 
in Providence, including the pop­
ular Tortilla Flats and The Ware­
house. 

In those years, the outra-
geously uninhibited Mr. C hernov 
drove a Benrley and posed for the 
centerfold of an underground mag­
azine wearing nothing bur a cop 
hat and a w ristwatch . The photog­
rapher draped him across a couch, 
popped a ciga r inro his mouth, and 
folded a back issue of the magazine 
discreetly over his midriff. 

D espi te his self~descript ion 
that "I am nasty and f look ac 
th e wo rld through hard eyes," Mr. 
C hernov softened later in life, 
adoptin g a more contemplative 
demea nor and courageously bat­
tling yea rs of debi litating illness. 
Despite three heart attacks, rwo 
open hean operat ions a nd a st roke, 
he co mi nueJ wo rkin g our a1 a 
South Kin gstown ath letic clu b. 

H e o nce ro ld ~n interviewer, 
" I ~m very defi ant nf rl1 is srroke; l 
~rn nor going rn ler it complerely 
lim ir me." 

Some wo ndered just how 
"nasty" he really was, especially in 
view of h is sLrong suppnrr of rhe 

Robert "Skip" Chernov 

Jimmy Fund, the favorite charity of 
the Boston Red Sox that helps chi l­
dren with cancer. le was through 
the fund chat Mr. Chernov struck 
up an enduring friendship with 
Red Sox great Ted Williams. 

One of Mr. C hernov's most 
notorious concert promotions 
involved Sly and rhe Family Stone. 
The show, at the old Rhode Island 
Auditorium, provoked a riot and 
impelled then-Mayor Joseph A. 
Doorley to ban rock concerts. 

Mr. C hernov's enj oyment of 
p romotion , self-promotion, and 
controversy appeared ea rly. As a 
student -at Catholic-run Erov id . .., cc 
College - he graduated in 19.63 
- he rufAed sensibilities on- and 
off-campus by run ning for student 
body pres ident under the slogan , 
"A Jew for You." H e lose. 

T he fin ancial rise and fa ll of 
Mr. C hern ov, a graduate of Hope 
High School whose pa rents were 
Jewish im rn iga nts Sa muel and I rent 
C hernov, prompted one headline 
wr iter yea rs ago IO describe him as 
a hoy won der who wc nL " from rags 
to rags." 

Mr. C hernov's Fall came afrer 
he: turned state's ,·vidence in 1973 
aga inst the head of the 11c:wly 
ope ned Prov idence C i vie Cemc,, 

H arold Copeland, accusing Cope­
land of demand ing a $ 1,000 bribe 
in retu rn for concert daces. Cope­
land denied che charges, buc was 
fo und gui lty and fin ed$ l ,000. 

Afterward , M r. C hern ov said 
he had been blackba lled from co n­
cert promotion, and claimed as 
well that city officials hectored his 
nighr spots our of business. Some 
said his troubles were indeed exac­
erbated by a vindictive city admin­
istration; others wondered whether 
ir was M r. C hernov's adm itted ly 
abras ive personali ty that undid 
him. 

Subsequencly, his health fai led, 
beginning with a coronary when he 
was 38. His Bentley went; h is house 
went; his marriage went. In 1984 
he was remarried, to the former 
Mary Ward, who describes their 
li fe in South County as a quiet one 
by the sea. 

Mr. Chernov, though, was st ill 
dream ing dreams. Just a few years 
ago he cried to capitalize on a 
uniquely Rhode Island produce -
coffee syrup - by concoctin g 
and marketing a coffee-based ale. 
le was a good try, says his wife, bur 
few customers hankered fo r Silver­
back Gorilla No. 9 Origina l Black 
Coffee Ale. 

St ill , says Mary Ward C her­
nov of her late hu sband : "He was 
a special person who had the cou r­
age to act on his ideas." 

Mr. Chernov was an Army 
veteran who served in the reserves 
from 1956-'64. 

ln add ition to h is wi fe, he 
is survived by two sons, Matrhew 
C hernov of Los Angeles and Joseph 
C hernov of Boston; a daughter, 
Misha C hcrnov of Cem rev ille, Va; 
1wo scepchildrcn, Susa n Sa ntucci 
o f Ca mbridge, Mass., and Lynne 
Traccski of West Wa rwick ; cwo sis­
ters, Lin da Taylor of Newport and 
Bri nda C oh en of Danvers, Mass.; a 
brother, M ichad Sam ,ena C hern ov 
of Pasadena, Cal if; anJ fiw stcp­
gra ndchi ldren. 


