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Israel Chernic: • 1es; 
Bail Bo11dsmah ~as 84 

lsrael ·. cterni ck. i-4, a pro­
f e s s i o n a I bail bondsm;:in 
whose activil'ies occasionally 
got him in trouble with · .the 
court~ with which he was fa­
miliar, died today at The 
Miriam H06pital after a two­
month illness. 

Mr . . Chernick, \\1'10 1i\·ed at 
14 Sargent A ,·e .. had over the 
years posted · bonds that en­
a bled · hundreds ot defendants 
in ·criminal cases t{) remain 
free pending trial. The bonds­
man, who in early years was 
a ·'Jill collector and later 
served briefly as a . deputy 
sheriff, owned considerable 
properly in Providence, much 
of it in the ci ty 's poorer neigh­
borhoods. 

_On · oC'casion o,·er the years 
Mr. Chernick was barred tem­
porarily from bonding persons 
by variou.s judges. The usual 
reason was an exces~ of . ban 
commitment" ·o,·er the value 
of -his property . But MF. Cher­
nick managed after each rnch 
encounter to work hi s · w_ay 
back into the court's favor . . 

The ,bohdsman. whose oc­
wpation ·was listed as the "in­
surance , bus'iness" by his fam­
ily, became known to thou-

sands of crimina I defrndants 
over the years. They , in turn, 
paid him thousand s or dollan 
in fee; · fnr posting the . bonds 
that enabled them to retain 
their fr eedo m whil~ , awaiting 
trial on v11rious charges. 

i\1r .. Chernick in more rec 
cent years was a quiet fjgure, 
so familiar in the state' s court 
rooms that he blended in. 
with the de·cor.' ·Bu t the early 
days of h i°s career were more 
checkered·. , , 

Mr. Chernick. In . 1932, was 
lured to a Benefit Strei'!t 
house where he was oeateri . 
and robbed. Later that year he 
missed another beating by 
waiving a revolver · ahd threat: 
ening lo shoot his would-be at; 
tackers. He explained the . inci- ' 
dent: 

"Every yt"ar · I buy · tho11-
~ands of do!Jars wor'th of 
propert y · at tax i,ales. and I 
make 20 per cent prof't ,~·hen 
the people ·want' to ':>uy t_hem 
b11 ck.- One fellow, whose house 
I bought. made some threats . 
So I thought I better go out 
and do . something.". 

Mr. Chernick ,: 'while .a depu­
ty : sheriff · in• the late 190Os' 
was . indicted with , se,·erai 
other persons for conspiracy 
to practice law. The indict­
ments, brought in cor.nection 
with Mr. Chernick's bill col­
lection efforts in violation of a 
law restricting such ,,,o/k to 
lawyers, lat.er -were dropped. 

Earlier, in the 1920s, . . Mr .. 
Chernick . was sentenced to 
_three months imprisonment 

. for.· assaulting· . a · man from 
1 whom he was trying to colJect 

money . . The bail bond:-man 
aiso .was in trouble in tMt era 
for an insurance fraud involv-

_-' 'ing an automobile that had 
been reported stolen though it 
had not bee_n ta~en. 

Mr. Chernick' was the hus­
band of the la te Tillie /Berger) 
Chernick. He i s su r vived by 
three .sons , i\Iel~in Chernick 
of Providence, Dr . . Warren 
Chernick or Cherry Hill , N.J., 
and David Chernick .of Cran­
s ton , · who -is also a bai l bonds­
man; · three daughte rs , Mrs: 
France~ Yi shloc k of Pawtuck­
et, Mrs. Ho~a lie Gilstei n a.nrl 
Mi ss Ethyl Cherni ck, both of 
Providence; · a sister, Mrs. 
Anna Hakusi'n of Miami 
Beach; 15 grandchildren, and 
nine great grandchildren . . 

_!lfr. Chernick w;v:; l,c,rn in 
Russi a. a son or the !ale Ahra­
ham and Annie Cherni r k. He 
ll\·ed in East Pro\' idence for 
more than 50 years befnre he 
moved · to Providence . sb,c 
year, · ago. 

Active in communit.y·. 1\f• 
fairs. Mr. · Chernick ·was· • .a 
member of Temple· L manu-E;I 
ai1d the Jewish Home for the 
Aged. He .. also was ' ·a 
mem':>er of the· Rhode l~land 
chapter o! the International 
Police Chief$ Association . . 

The- funeral service will . be 
held tomorI'OW at 11 a..rri. at 
t h e Sugarman Memorial 
Chapel, 458 Hope St. Burial 
will be in Lincoln Park Ceme­
tery, • Wa.n~it;k . . · 
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Jvm ~. 1973. Resi denc, 1' Soro eont 
Ave ., Providence . Widower of Tllllt 
{B?rger) Chernick. Funera l serv ices 
to which relatives and friends ore 
imri l ed will b~ he ld Tutsdav O T 11 
a .m: or Ttle Suoormon M emoria l 
~ha pel , ◄ 58 H c- oe St. , Providence. :n 
li eu of flowe rs cont ribufions mov be 
mode tn ThP Muscular Distropny 
Associ ati on ot Amer ico, 1072 Pa rk 
A'l_e., Cr_onston. Due to the ho li dov, 
Shiva w ill be obser ved until 6 p,m. 
on Tue sday of the homt of Mr. ond 
Mn. iv\elv in Chernick, 335 Dovie 
Avt ., Provld~net. ' 
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