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Elmer M. Blistein dies;
was professor at Brown

PROVIDENCE — Elmer M. Blis-
tein, 73, of Alumni Avenue, a hu-
morist and emeritus professor of
English at Brown University, died at
home yesterday. He was the hus-
band of Sophia (Schaffer) Blistein.

Elizabeth Kirk, chairwoman of
the department of English, said the
cause of death was congestive heart
failure.

A native of Pawtucket, Professor
Blistein came to Brown as an under-
graduate during the week of the
Great Hurricane of 1938, and it was
said that despite three years of
World War II Army service, he nev-
er truly left the school after that.

He received his bachelor’s degree
in 1942, and began teaching there
upon discharge from the Army in
1946. He obtained a doctorate in
1953 and continued to teach until
1985.

He taught Shakespeare’s com-
plete works, Elizabethan drama and
courses on the nature of comedy. He
published Comedy in Action in
1964, and the book won the SUT
award for the best book on comedy
published that year.

With Edward A. Bloom and
Charles H. Philbrick II he published
The Order of Poetry: An Introduc-
tion and The Variety of Poetry: An
Anthology. He edited The Drama of
the Renaissance, Essays for Leister
Bradner and George Peele’s David
and Bethsabe.

He was among a group of con-
spirators who "created Prof. Josiah
T. Carberry, the fictitious Brown
faculty member who, although fre-
quently listed as attending various
functions through the years, never
quite seemed able to show up.

In the fall of 1974, three students
approached Professor Blistein for a
group study course on Sherlock
Holmes,-a proposal that Brown’s
famous New Curriculum encour-
aged by way of freedom of explora-
tion and study. The proposal was
accepted as a semester course in the
English department, the first of its

kind in the history of Brown.

“His classes were both instruc-
tive and warmly human. One day,
according to the Brown Alumni
Monthly, a student blushed in em-
barrassment after she made a mis-
take in a recitation. “Don’t be up-
set,” Professor Blistein said. “We all
make mistakes. I've even made a
few myself. There was one in 1937,
another in 1946, and one in late
1963.”

Professor Blistein was a guiding
force behind the Friends of the
Brown University Library, a trustee
of the Providence Public Library,
president and chairman of the li-
brary committee of the Providence
Athenaeum, and a corporation,
member of the Robert Beverly Hale
Library. o
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